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THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  TRB  FIBSr  SBSMON  OF  TBZ  FOURITENTH  CONOXBSS,  MOUN  AT  TOM  CITT 
OF  WA8HIN0T0N,  MONDAT,  DECEMBER  4,  1S16. 


UOHOAT,  Deeeaber  4, 1815. 
Tie  first  session  of  the  Foarierath  Coiurcsi, 
tmSmmmhlf  to  the  CoDstitotiM  of  the  United 
Aates,  eeBmeBead  this  day  at  the  Citf  of  Waeh- 
kgum;  ud  (he  Senate  uMmUed. 

pbbsbnt: 

JoaePH  B.  Varruii,  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

William  Hdhtbr  and  Jsmmmum  B.  Howbll, 
from  Rhode  Island. 

Ddolbt  Cai.cB  and  Isaac  Tichjuiob,  fron 
Vermoot. 

Da«u>  Daooett,  from  CoitiKoticut. 

KuauM  Sahp obd.  ffom  Ne.w  Yaik. 

iua»  3.  WiL«oii,  from  Nev  Jessef . 

AunHi  liMwafCBjid  ioMwii  ^Beanwyfioin 
ifaamrlnm* 

OmnsBiDai  Bobsct,  froaa  Ddaarare. 

Aunu  Bauodb,  from  ViiqiMia. 

Umm  QaiLLAU,  from  Soaih  CaroiiiM. 

Cbmlm  Tait,  from  Oeema. 

fiteOBOB  W.  Cahpbbll  and  Jobm  Willi^iib, 
-ft«m  Teanessee. 

BBNiAinii  RuooLiB,  fram^io. 

Jambb  Bbown  and  BtMaqn  -7B0|CBimn,  from 
Loaitiana. 

Josh  Oaillabp,  President  pro  Umpon,  re- 
Mned  the  Chair. 

Isaac  Ticbbhob.  appointed  a  Senator  bf  the 
4<|pilatnte  of  the  State  of  Vennontrfor  the  term 
«f  vx  yatn,  comnuiKiDg  on  the  4th  dar  of 
JtfaiA  last ;  Hathah  Sajupobd,  appointed  a  S w- 
lU«r  h}  the  Legislatiue  of  tjie  HitUe  of  New 
SToifc  JIM  the  term  of  aiz  y«ans  OQaauneing  .on 
the  dch  dB)  ef  Mamh  laat;  Jaubb  J.  Wit^oa, 
Mpotefed  a  BenBtor  faf  the  Legiilatwa  9f  the 
WBle  of  Ncwlerser,  for  Hm  term  of  stz  yeafs^ 
Mmmntiag  om  the  4th  d»r  of  Uareh  lasts 
Jans  BwosA,  aipeiated  a  Benatec  bjr  the  Le* 
^riatnre  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  term  ot 
SIX  years,  commenciog  on  the  4th  day  of  March 
last;  Qboboi  W.  Campbell,  appomted  a  Sena- 
tor by  the  t^egislatnre  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
jKB,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
Ihe  4fh  day  of  U^irch  last;  Jorn  Wili.um8,  9f 


pointed  a  Senator  by  the  I«e«statuic  of  the  Stale 
of  Tennessee,  for  the  term  oT  tvo  ye$ri,  tn  plaeo 
of  George  W.  CampbelL  nsigoedj  BuuiAMtH 
RDaai,BB|  appointed  a  Seutor  by  the  Lu;islatai« 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  term  of  eix  years, 
commencing  on  th«  4th  day  of  Maroh  but;  re- 
spectirelr  prodoeed  their  credentials,  which  were 
read ,  aaa  Uie  oath  preacrihed  by  law  was  adoUn- 
istered  to  tbem,  and  they  took  their  aeati  in  tlu 
Senate. 

The  oath  w»s  also  administered  to  Messrs. 
Btumn,  AeuBaw,aad  Homa:  their  creden- 
tials faftviig  been  nud  and  wad  during  the  lait 

MSfliOQ. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secret acy  acQuaijit  the 
Honse  of  Representatires  tbiU  a  qmrora  fd  the 
Senate  is  asMiabled,  wd  mdy  tp  prooeed  to 
business. 

Meesrs.  VAUnni  and  HoNna  wen  an^tad 
a  connittea  on  the  part  of  the  SenaMs  tooeUMr 

with  sach  committee  as  may  be  pointed  1^  Hm 
House  of  ReposantatiTes,  on  their  part,  to  wait 
on  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statei,  and  notify 
him,  thait  a  qnorom  of  the  two  Ho|i9f9  is  wsen- 
Med  and  ready  to  reeeire  any  eoramanioktions 
that  be  may  be  ideaaed  to  mabe  to  them ;  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  notify  the  House  of 
R«preeentatiTM  aooordiiyly. 

The  Prbudbht  eonmunuated  a  letter  from  the 
committee  in  behalf  of  the  gentlemen  ooooemed 
in  erecting  the  new  buildiu  on  the  Capitol  Hill 
for  the  accommodation  of  Congress,  oaeriitf  the 
same  to  Congress  until  the  Capitol  may  be  ready 
for  their  reeeption;  which  w»  read. 
Wherenpon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  HobsbVi 
iZMoM,  That  a  committee  be  appointad  on 
Ibe  part  of  die  Sennie,  to  join  such  ftonauMe  as 
may  be.appoiftted  on  the  part  of  the  Hooseaf 
'Repeesentatins,  to  iDOBtrs  and  report  mmdhe 
state  of  tlie  new  btulding  on  C^tol  HilfwNd 
to  Congress  by  letter  addraued  to  the  Pmidant 
of  the  Senate  of  this  day,  by  a  committee  on 
their  part,  of  the  gentUmen  concerned  in  erecting 
the  same;  and  that  the  said  joint  committee  be 
instrncted  to  ioi^uire  and  ascertain  upon  what 
terms  and  conditions  the  use  of  .the  said  building 
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for  the  aceommodatioD  of  Coogrew  ma^  be  ob- 
tainedf  ontU  the  Cainiol  may  be  raadjr  lor  tbeir 
neeption. 

JReaahed,  That  Meura.  Horbbt.  Lacock,  and 
FaoMBifTiN,  be  tbe  committee  od  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Oq  motioD,  by  Mr.  VABMim, 

Beaolved,  That  each  Senator  be  aappUed,  dur- 
ing the  present  wttion.  with  three  aneh  newspa- 
pers, printed  in  any  of  the  Siatei,  aa  he  may 
choose;  provided  tbe  name  be  famished  at  the 
vinal  rate  for  the  aonnal  charge  of  so^h  papers; 
and  provided,  also,  that  ,  if  any  Senator  shall 
choose  to  take  aoy  oewspaper*  other  than  daily 
papers;  he  shall  be  supplied  with  as  many  such 
papers,  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three 
daily  papers. 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  a  committee  was 
appointed  agreeably  to  the  forty-second  rule  for 
eondnctioK  onnness  in  tbe  Senate ;  and  Messrs. 
Ijacock,  HowEifL,  and  DAOorrr,  were  appointed 
the  eommittee. 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Fbohbhtih,  a  eommittee 
was  appointed  agreeably  to  the  tweoty-seeond 
rule  for  conducting  hnsinesa  in  tbe  Senate;  and 
Messrs.  Frohbntiii,  Sanfobo,  and  Ticbbmob, 
irere  appointed  the  eommittee. 

Mr.  FKOMBHTiif  submitted  the  foUowing  mo- 
tion for  consideration,  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  the  second  reading : 

Suobedf  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be 
wpointed,  who,  wiUi  three  members  of  tbe  House  of 
Bspteeentatrw,  to  he  aa^^nled  by  that  Heas^  riwU 
have  the  direction  ttf  the  money  upr^piated  to  the 
Bindiaas  ot  hooks  and  nups,  ibr  ttia  nsa  of  the  two 
BeosBB  of  OcngMs. 

On  motioDj  by  Mr.  Lacock,  it  waa  read  a  sec- 
imd  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  eonsidered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  tne  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  aceordinriy ;  and  on  tbe 
qnestioB,  "Shall  this  resolation  he  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  tbe  affir- 
mative. It  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed ;  and  Messrs.  Frohbr- 
Tiir,  HoNTBR,  and  OoLoaBORonOH,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  HoWBLL  submitted  a  motion  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  Chaplains,  of  different  denomi- 
nations, to  Congress,  during  the  present  session, 
«ne  by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange  week- 
ly ;  which  wu  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
leading. 

Mr.  Laoook  submitted  the  following  motion 
fitr  eonsideratioD,  which  was  read : 

Jtowfcafc  That  Monn^  Bayly,  Doorkeeper  and 
8srBeant«t-Anis  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he  her^  is, 
ntborised  to  emjdey  one  assistant  and  two  hones,  for 
tt«  purpose  of  perfiwminv  sneh  aarvieas  as  are  nsoaUy 
vaqoiNd  the  Oooriuqier  of  tiie  Senate;  which  ex- 
ffenae  «haU  be  paid  out  of  the  eontiogeDt  fiud. 

Ordereif  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

TuBsnAT,  Deecmber  S. 
William  W.  Bibb,  from  the  Slate  of  Georgia, 
hi*  seat  in  tbe  Senate^ 
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A  message  from  the  Honae  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  Is  assembled,  and  have  elected 
Hbhbt  Clat,  one  of  the  RepreseoUtlves  for  the 
Stale  of  Kentucky,  their  Speaker,  and  Thomas 
DoooHEBTT,  their  Clerk,  and  are  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business.  They  have  appointed  a  eom- 
mittee on  their  psrt,  to  join  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wail  on  the 
ipretiident  of  the  Uiiited  States,  and  inform  him 
that  a  quorum  of  ibe  two  Houses  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  receire  any  commuuieationa  he 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them.  They  concur 
in  tbe  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  00  the  arrangemeuu 
for  the  library,  and  have  appointed  a  committee 
on  their  part.  They  also  concur  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  for  tbe  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee,  to  inquire  aod  report  of  the  state  of 
the  new  building  on  Capitol  Hill,  offered  for  tba 
accommodation  of  Congress,  aod  nave  appointed 
a  eommittee  on  tbeir  part. 

Mr.  Varnom  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  tba 
United  States,  and  that  the  President  tnfoimed 
the  committee,  that  he  would  make  a  communi- 
cation to  the  two  Houses  this  day  at  12  o'clook. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbsbidbht  of  tbb  Uhitbo  States: 
FeUow-dtizau  of  the  Senate 

md  House  of  Btj>n»entative$  .• 

I  hsTe  die  aatianction,  <m  oar  present  meeting,  of 
behig  Ma  to  ooflminnieate  to  yon  the  anecessAil  trami- 
nation  of  the  war  iriiidh  had  been  oommenced  agunst 
the  United  Stataa  by  the  RegMcy  of  Algiers.  The 
squadron  in  advance  on  tli^  service,  under  Commo- 
dore Decatur,  lest  net  a  mranent  after  ita  arrival  in  the 
Mediterranean,  in  seeking  the  naval  foree  of  tiie  enemy 
then  cmising  in  thstaea,  and  snooeeded  in  csptnring 
two  of  bis  ships,  one  of  them  tbe  principal  ship,  com- 
manded by  the  Algerine  AdmiraL  The  high  character 
of  the  Anwican  commander  was  brilliantly  rostained 
on  the  occasion,  wUch  hrooglU  his  own  ship  into  oloae 
action  with  that  of  Ida  adversary,  as  was  the  aoeo^ 
tamed  gallantry  of  all  the  officers  and  men  actually 
engaged.  Having  prepared  the  way  by  dils  demon* 
stratioo  of  American  sUIl  and  proweas,  he  hastened  to 
tbe  port  of  AJgier*,  where  peace  was  promptly  yielded 
to  lus  victorioos  force.  In  the  teims  stipulated,  tbe 
rights  and  honor  of  the  United  States  were  particnlailj 
oonsulted,  by  a  perpetual  relinqniriiment,  on  tiie  part 
of  the  Dey,  of  all  pretensions  to  tribute  from  them. 
The  impressions  which  have  thus  been  made,  stvsngth- 
ened  as  they  will  have  been,  by  subsequent  transac- 
tions with  the  Regencies  of  Tunu  and  of  Tripoli,  by 
the  ^tpearanoe  of  the  larger  force  which  followed  un- 
der Commodore  Bainbridgc,  the  diief  in  command  at 
the  expedition,  aod  by  the  jadidous  {ffecantiooary  ar- 
rangements left  by  him  in  that  gaartw,  aflbrd  a  rea- 
sonaUe  prospect  of  fotore  secan^,  for  the  valuable 
pntion  of  our  oommerce  which  passes  within  readi 
of  the  Baibaiy  emiaenk 

It  is  another  sooree  of  satisfiietion  that  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  with  Great  Britain  has  been  sncoeeded  by  a 
CoovenUon  on  the  subject  of  commerce,  concluded  li^ 
die  Flcn^potentiaiies  ^  the  two  eottntries.  bi  ttua 
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Mnlt  a  diipoKtwii  u  manifratad  on  the  part  of  that 
aatioDt  ooneapoD&ig  with  the  difpontton  oS  the  Uoi- 
led  Statea,  whkt,  it  omj  ba  hoped,  will  be  impioTcd 
iaia  lihetal  anucemeato  on  other  rabjecti,  on  which 
tha  paitiea  hue  motaal  internta,  or  which  might  eo* 
dngar  tbtfr  fiitore  baroioDj.  Congrew  will  decide 
M  ths  «x)Mdinicj  (rf  promodng  ench  a  aeqael,  by  giv- 
ing efENt  to  the  meaanie  of  confining  the  American 
Ba,-ngi<iiw  to  Americao  eeamen ;  a  meaaore  which,  at 
tike  mmt  time  that  it  might  have  that  conciliatory  ten- 
daarpt  would  have  the  farther  advaatage  of  increaaing 
tW  iadependenca  of  our  navigattoo,  and  the  reaoarcen 
fm  tm  maritime  delimee. 

Id  eoafiHmi^  with  tba  aitielea  in  the  Treaty  of 
Cftaal,  MlatiBg  to  tba  In^Gani,  aa  weU  ae  with  a  new 
to  Ae  innqoiUt^  of  oar  Weatam  and  Northern  fron- 
tea,  maaanraa  were  taken  to  eatabUsb  an  immediate 
Maee  with  the  Mveral  tribea  wtio  had  been  engaged 
jn  boatilitiea  agaiuit  die  United  Statea.  Saehofthem 
aa  were  iirated  to  Detnnt  aeeeded  readily  to  a  renewal 
of  dM  fi)rmer  treaties  of  friendihip.  Of  ue  other  tribes 
1^  were  invited  to  a  station  on  the  MisBiHippi.  the 
fwifi  Bnmbar  have  alao  aee^ted  die  peaee  offered 
ID  tbem.  The  rendne,  emiisling  oS  the  more  distant 
lifiM,  or  parts  of  tribei^  remain  to  be  broaght  over  \rj 
falha'expIanationa,orby>edi  other  means  as  may  be 
to  the  dispositions  they  may  finally  disclose. 
Indian  tribes  wiUiln,  and  bordering  on  the 
Soalhera  frontier,  whom  a  cmel  war  on  their  part  had 
compelled  ns  to  ehaatbe  into  peace,  have  lattar^  ahovni 
a  icatleaaneas,  which  has  called  for  peparatoiy  mea- 
■nce  fat  reprearing  %  and  for  pioteetuig  the  Oomnua* 
rianm  engaged  in  carrying  ue  terms  of  peace  into 
neentioOa 

Tb»  execution  of  the  act  for  fixing  the  Militair 
Peace  EataUidimenlv  faas  been  attended  with  diffieof- 
tiea  which  even  now  can  only  be  overcome  by  Legis- 
latim  aid.  The  selection  of  officers ;  the  payment 
and  Recharge  of  the  troops  enlisted  for  the  war;  the 

SysHDl  of  the  retained  troops,  and  their  re-union 
n  detsebed  and  distant  stations ;  the  collection  and 
secttri^  of  the  pablic  proper^  in  the  Qaartcnnaster, 
CommisBaiy,  and  Ordnance  Oeputmente;  and  the 
eonatant  medical  aasistanee  required  in  hoq^tals  and 
garriaona,  rendered  a  cMiiriele  ezecntion  of  the  act 
impneltoUe  oa  the  fint  of  May,  the  period  more  im- 
meoately  cmtemplated.  Aa  soon,  however,  as  dr- 
cumstancea  would  permit,  and  as  for  aa  it  has  been 
pnetieeble,  consistently  with  the  public  interests,  the 
lednction  of  the  Army  has  been  accomplished ;  bat 
the  appropriations  for  its  pay  and  for  other  brandies 
tS  dw  mihtaiy  service,  having  proved  inadequate,  the 
tn&Ht  attention  to  that  subject  will  be  necessan ; 
■aA  tke  eipediency  of  eon  tinning,  npoa  the  Peace  Bs< 
tabWbasnt,  the  rtaff  offieers  who  luve  lutherto  been 
pniTMioBd^  Trtained,  ie  also  recommended  todieeon- 
ridentjoh  ri  OongieM. 

In  the  peitbrmance  of  the  Executive  duty  upon  this 
occasion,  (hmhsa  not  been  wanting  a  jost  sensibili^ 
to  the  merits  of  die  American  Army  during  the  late 
war:  but  the  ob^iou  polity  and  design  in  fixing  an 
efikaent  Military  Pstce  Establishment  did  not  afford 
an  oppwtaoity  to  distinguish  the  aged  and  infirm,  on 
acooont  of  their  past  services;  nor  the  wounded  and 
diasblcd,  on  aceonnt  of  their  present  snffisringt.  The 
extent  of  the  ledn^n,  indeed,  nnavmdably  involved 
the  ezdnrion  of  many  meritorioos  officers  of  every  rank 
ftomtheservieeof  dirireoantiy;  and  so  equal,  as  well 
ae  ae  aoneiett^  wen  the  elaiai  to  attention,  that  a 


decision  by  the  standard  of  comparative  merit  could 
seldom  be  attained.  Judged,  however,  in  candor,  by 
a  general  standard  ttf  poritive  merit,  the  Army  register 
will,  it  ia  believed,  do  honor  to  the  estaWshment; 
while  the  case  of  those  officers,  whose  names  are  net 
included  in  it,  devolves,  with  the  strongest  interest, 
upon  the  Legislative  authori^,  for  such  provision  as 
shall  be  deemed  the  best  calculated  to  give  support  and 
solace  to  the  veteran  and  the  invalid ;  to  display  the 
beneficence,  as  well  as  the  justice,  of  the  Government; 
and  to  inspire  a  martial  zeal  for  the  public  serrice  upon 
every  future  emergency. 

Although  the  embarraasments  arising  from  the  want 
of  an  tuufimn  National  ennenqr  have  not  been  fimio' 
ished  since  die  adjournment  of  Congress,  great  satis- 
faction has  been  derived  in  contemplating  die  levivnl 
of  the  public  credit,  and  Uie  effidenc^  oftlie  pubUe  re- 
sources. The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  ftom  the  va- 
rious branchea  of  revenue,  during  the  nine  months  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  September  last,  have  been  estimated 
at  twelve  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars ;  the  issues  of 
Treasury  notes  of  every  denomination,  during  the  same 
period,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  fourteen  milliona  of 
dollars ;  and  there  was  also  obtained  upon  loan,  during 
the  same  period,  a  earn  of  nine  millions  of  dojUue;  <^ 
which  the  stun  «f  six  millimM  <tf  dollars  was  aubserUied 
in  cash,  and  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  doUaia  in 
Treasury  notes.  With  these  means,  added  to  ^  sum 
of  one  million  and  a  half  of  doltaia,  being  the  batanee 
of  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January,  there 
has  been  paid,  between  ue  first  of  January  and  the  first 
itf  October,  on  account  of  the  appropriations  of  the  pre- 
ceding and  oS  the  present  year,  (exclusive^  oif  the 
amount  of  the  Tieasuiy  notes  sabecribed  to  the  loan, 
and  (tf  the  amount  redeemed  in  the  payment  of  duties 
and  taxes,)  the  aggr^te  sum  of  thirty^hree  nulli<nie 
and  a  half  of  dollars,  leaving  a  balance  then  in  the 
Treasury  estimated  at  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Independent,  however,  of  the  arrearages  due  for 
military  services  and  supplies,  it  is  presumed  that  a 
further  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  iadnding  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt  payable  on  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary next,  win  be  demanded  at  the  Treasury  to  com- 
[dete  the  expenditnm  of  the  present  year,  and  for 
which  the  ezMttng  ways  and  meana  will  sofficionlly 
provide. 

The  National  debt,  as  it  wss  ascertained  on  the  fint 
of  October  last,  amounted  in  the  whole  to  the  aum  of 
one  hundred  and  twen^  millions  of  dollars,  consisting 
of  the  unredeemed  balance  of  the  debt  contracted  be- 
fore the  late  war,  (thirty-nine  millions  of  dollars,)  the 
amount  of  the  funded  debt  contracted  in  consequence 
of  the  war,  (sixty-four  millions  of  dollars,}  and  the 
amonntrftheunfiinded  and  floating  debt,  (Including  the 
various  issues  of  TreasDiy  notes,)  seventeen  millione 
uf  dollars,  which  is  in  a  gradual  course  of  paymenL 
There  will,  probably,  be  some  addition  to  the  public 
debt,  upon  the  liquidation  of  various  claims,  which  are 
depending;  and  a  coneiliatoiy  disposition  on  the  part 
of  Congress  may  lead  honorably  and  advantageously 
to  an  equitable  arrangement  of  die  militia  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  several  States,  without  the  previous  sanc- 
tion or  authority  of  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
Statea ;  but  when  it  is  considered  that  the  -new,  as 
wall  as  the  old  portion  of  the  ddrt  has  been  contracted 
in  the  aseeition  the  national  rights  and  indepen- 
dence ;  and  when  it  ia  recollected  that  the  public  ez- 
penditnrei^  not  being  exclusively  bestowed  upon  sub- 
jects of  a  transient  nature,  will  long  be  virible  in  the 
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nmnber  and  e^tupments  of  the  American  navy,  in  the 
military  works  for  the  defence  of  oar  harbors  and  our 
irontierB,  and  in  the  sapplies  of  onr  arsenals  and  maga* 
zines,  the'  amount  will  bear  a  gratifying  comparison 
With  Ae  objects  which  have  been  attained,  as  well  as 
*ith  the  resources  of  the  country. 

The  arrangementn  of  the  finances,  with  a  view  to 
(he  receipts  and  expenditures  of  a  permanent  Peace 
Establiahment,  will  necessarily  enter  into  the  deliber- 
ations of  Congress  during  the  present  session.  It  is 
troe  that  the  improved  condition  of  the  public  revenue 
will  not  afford  the  means  of  maintaining  the  faith  of 
ttw  Government  widi  its  creditors  inviolate,  and  of 
iunMecating,  successfully,  the  measures  of  the  most 
uberal  policy,  but  will  also  justily  an  immediate  alle- 
Tiation  of  the  burdens  imposed  by  the  necessities  of 
the  war.  It  is,  however,  essential  to  every  modifica- 
tion of  the  finances,  that  the  benefits  of  an  uniform 
National  caneocy  should  be  restored  to  the  commu* 
iit^.  The  absence  of  the  predous  metals  will,  it  is 
ftelmred,  be  a  temporary  evil ;  but,  until  titty  can  again 
lie  rendered  the  general  mediom  of  exchange,  it  do* 
Ttdirea  on  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  provide  a  subati- 
thte,  which  shaU  equally  engage  the  confidence,  and 
accommodate  the  wants  of  the  citizens  throughout  the 
Union.  If  the  operation  of  the  State  banks  cannot  pro- 
duce this  result,  the  probable  operation  of  a  National 
Bank  will  merit  consideration ;  and  if  neither  of  these  ' 
expedients  be  deemed  eOectnal,  it  may  become  neces- 
laiy  to  aacotain  the  terms  upon  which  the  notes  of 
iOie  Goverament  (no  longer  required  u  an  instmment 
of  eredU)  ahall  be  issued,  upon  motives  of  general 
poH^,  aa  a  emnmon  medium  of  dreolation. 

Nothwttbstanding  the  security  for  future  repose, 
which  the  United  States  ought  to  find  in  their  love  of 
peace,  and  thoir  constant  respect  for  the  rights  of  other 
'nations,  the  character  of  the  times  particularly  incul- 
Cttea  the  lesson,  that,  whether  to  prevent  or  repel  dan- 
ger, we  ought  not  to  be  unprepared  for  it.  This  con- 
bideraUon  will  sufficientiy  recommend  to  Congress  a 
liberal  provision  for  the  immediate  extension  and  gra- 
dual completion  of  the  works  of  defence,  both  fixed  and 
floating,  on  our  maritime  frontier,  and  an  adequate 
jpTOfision  for  guarding  our  inland  frontier  against  dui- 
geta  to  wfaidi  certain  portiona  of  it  may  continue  to  be 
ezpoMd. 

As  an  improvement  in  our  Military  Establishment, 
It  wQl  deserve  the  consideration  of  Congress,  whether 
a  corps  of  invalids  might  not  be  so  organized  and  em- 
|>IoyM,  as  at  once  to  aid  in  the  support  of  meritorious 
mdividuals,  excluded  by  age  or  infirmities  from  the 
existing  establishment,  and  to  procure  to  the  public 
the  benefit  of  their  stationary  services,  and  of  their  ex- 
emplary discuUne.  I  recommend,  also,  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Afilitary  Academy,  already  eetabliabed, 
And  the  establishment  of  others  in  other  sections  of  the 
Union.  And  I  cannot  press  too  much  on  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress,  such  a  classification  and  organization 
of  the  militia  as  will  most  efiectually  render  it  the  safe- 
'guaxd  of  a  free  State.  If  experience  has  shown,  in  tiie 
recent  splendid  achievements  of  militia,  the  value  of 
this  resource  for  the  public  defence,  it  has  shown  also 
the  importance  of  that  skill  in  the  use  of  arms,  and 
that  fanu^^ty  iHth  the  essential  rules  of  diadpline, 
which  cannot  be  'expected  from  the  regulations  now 
in  force.  With  this  subject  is  intimately  connected 
the  necessity  of  accommodating  the  laws,  in  every  re- 
mect,  to  the  great  Object  of  enabling  the  political  au- 
Ihoritj  of  the  Union  to  emph^,  promptly  and  effectn- 
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ally,  the  physical  power  of  the  Union  In  the  case*  de- 
signated Vy  the  Constitution. 

The  signal  services  which  have  been  rendered  by 
our  Navy,  and  the  capacities  it  has  developed  fbr  suc- 
cessful co-operation  in  the  national  defence,  will  gire 
to  that  portion  of  the  public  force  its  full  value  in  ihe 
eyes  of  Congress,  at  an  epoch  which  calls  for  (he  con- 
stant vigilance  of  all  Qovemmentn.  To  preserve  the 
ships  now  in  a  sound  state ;  to  complete  those  already 
contemplated ;  to  provide  amply  the  imperiahable  ma- 
teriala  for  prompt  augmentations,  and  to  improve  the 
existing  arrangements  into  more  advantageous  eatab- 
lishments,  for  the  construction,  the  repain,  and  the 
security  of  the  vesaela  of  war,  is  dictated  by  the  sound- 
eat  policy. 

In  adjusting  the  duties  on  imports,  to  the  object  of 
revenue,  the  influence  of  the  tariff  on  manufactures 
will  necessarily  present  itself  for  consideration.  How- 
ever wise  the  thcoiy  may  be,  which  leaves  to  the  sa- 
gacity and  interest  of  individuals  the  application  of 
their  industry  and  resources,  there  are  in  this,  as  in 
other  cases,  exceptions  to  the  general  rule.  Beaides 
the  condition  which  the  theory  itself  implies,  of  a  re- 
ciprocal adoption  by  other  nations,  experience  teaclies 
that  HO  many  circumstances  must  concur  in  introducing 
and  maturing  manufacturing  establishments,  especi- 
ally of  the  more  complicated  kinds,  that  a  country 
may  remain  long  without  them,  although  sufficientiy 
advanced,  and,  in  Bome  respects,  even  peculiarly  fitted 
for  carrying  them  on  with  success.  Under  circum- 
stances giving  a  powerful  impulse  to  manufacturing 
induatry,  it  has  made  among  us  a  progress,  and  exhib- 
ited an  effidency,  wliich  justify  the  belief  that,  with  a 
protection  not  more  than  is  due  to  the  enterprising 
dtizens  whose  interests  are  now  at  stake,  it  will  be- 
come, at  an  early  day,  not  only  safe  against  occasional 
competitions  from  abroad,  but  a  source  of  domestic 
wealth,  and  even  of  externa!  commerce.  In  selecting 
the  branches  more  especially  entitled  to  the  public 
patronage,  a  preference  is  obviously  claimed  by  such 
as  will  relieve  the  United  States  from  a  dependence 
on  foreign  supplies,  ever  subject  to  casual  bilures,  for 
articles  necessary  for  the  public  defence,  or  connected 
with  the  primary  wants  of  individuals.  It  will  be  an 
additional  recommendation  of  particular  manuftctnm, 
where  the  materials  for  them  are  extensively  drawn 
from  our  agriculture,  and  consequently  impart  and  in- 
sure to  that  great  fund  of  national  prosperity  and  inde- 
pendence an  encouragement  which  cannot  fijiil  to  be 
rewarded. 

Among  the  means  of  advancing  the  public  interest, 
the  occasion  is  a  proper  one  for  recalling  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  great  importance  of  eat^lishing 
throughout  our  country  the  roads  and  canals  which 
can  be  best  execute  under  the  natbnal  anthoriqr. 
No  objects  within  the  drde  of  political  economy  M 
richly  repay  the  expense  bestowed  on  them ;  there  are 
none,  the  utility  of  which  is  more  universally  ascer- 
tained and  acknowledged ;  none  that  do  more  honor 
to  the  Governments  whose  wise  and  enlarged  patriot- 
ism duly  appreciates  them.  Nor  is  there  any  country 
which  presents  a  field,  where  nature  invites  more  tbie 
art  of  man,  to  complete  her  own  work,  fbr  hia  ac- 
commodation and  benefit.  Theao  condderations  are 
strengthened,  moreover,  by  the  political  effect  of  these 
facilities  fbr  intercominunfcation,  in  bringing  and  bind- 
ing more  dosely  together  the  various  parts  of  our  ex- 
tended confederacy.  Whilst  the  States,  individually, 
with  aiaudabte  enterprise  and  emulation,  avail  them- 
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MhM  «riMr  tool  W«>aiagW>  br  ■nrna^  bj  BftTi' 
Muki,  mi^  tefiran^  Um  ftnuu  Mwe^tUi 
«f  UBiigilUiii,  ite  Omiid  Oofa«BMBt  b  Ibt  mora 
iniad  t*  rinulv  s>deitaking»,  i  firing  s  n^ml 
^BMklMB,  wui  n»liwl  mauM,  b;r  ihs  pre^>ect  of 
ttlM  aystMMliaily  eainplatiBg  «» iiiMttimbIs  &  woric 
And  it  w  a  JafprnOM;^,  Oat  ai^  Meet  of  Ooaili* 
tationd  Htbof^,  which  nnrjr  b»  aBeowrtMeA,  eui  be 

■■u'rtiiifr  pnimfaw*. 

«^  Mlo  YinrllM  flatdbMoMnt  of  a  NatiMMl 

Sof  leannv  within  the  Dutrict  ^CMBdiUs,  wmi 
Mewdiawn  from  the  eroyeity  therein  aalgect  to 
At  an^sii^  of  the  Oeneiw  GeverasMiit  Sndt  an 
iMtttnliNi  dafani  the  petnnuge  ofCongtMi.Ma  nwnt* 
nsBot  flf  flieir  aolieitDde  for  the  tdTancemeDt  of  know- 
hS$t,  witboat  wfaidi  the  bleuisgt  of  libertr  eauaot  be 
toBj  cajojed,  or  long  preserred  ;  u  a  model,  untme- 
tire  in  the  fomwtioD  ef  other  senunaiiei ;  ta  a  nmaeiy 
•f  eafiBhteMd  preeeptofa ;  and,  as  a  eortnd  leaoit « 
ymdk  and  famos  nam  eveiy  part  of  dirfr  eonttyi 
'■^I'l'tt,  en  their  retain,  exan^ea  of  thoae  national 
Miava,  theee  libera]  lentiBMBlBf  and  theae  oonffcnial 
BMUUMTB,  which  contribute  cement  to  «vr  vnion  and 
•toenctfi  to  the  great piriiticalltei^ irf wfakh  thatia 
the  foondation. 

In  ■•^"■'"■itT^Wri"",  l<*nghtn"t*"T*pfMM 

a  aanaibifitj,  in  whioh  jon  will  unite,  to  the  lot 
afoBT  coontqr,  and  to  the  gwdnaaa  i^  a  Btqwrmtend- 
iiigPnmdnice,towhidiweaMindabt«dfcrit  WbHit 
flOer  portiona  of  mankind  are  laboring  under  the  die* 
tieaana  of  war,  or  atra^ling  with  adveraity  in  other 
fimns,  the  United  Btatea  are  in  the  tranquil  enjoyment 
ef  proq>erona  and  hmorable  peace.  In  reviewing  the 
aeenea  through  Which  it  haa  been  attained,  we  can  re- 
joice in  the  prooft  giren,  that  omr  political  institntlona, 
IwnJtid  in  hiunan  rigtata,  and  framed  fbr  tiieir  preaer- 
vuOnwveeqoaltotheiBVMeat  triala  of  war,  «i«dl 
af  adapted  to ttwOTdiaaiTperioda of  repoae.  Aafindta 
«f  tfaia  experienOB,  and  m  the  reputation  acquired 
Ihfl  Aaterican  ann^  on  the  land  attd  en  the  water,  life 
nation  finda  itaelf  poaaeaaad  of  a  gsowing  reqwet 
^Moad,  and  of  a  jnot  conAdenee  in  itaelf,  wUeh  mm 
asMg  the  beet  pMgea  fa-  ita  peaeafU  career.  Under 
elber  •^>eeta  of  our  eountiy,  the  atreagaat  intniea  of 
ita  flonnilung  condition  are  aean,  in  a  pt^tnlvlien  rap- 
idfr  laerMaing,  on  a  tarritoiy  aa  productire  as  it  ia  ez- 
tatuire ;  in  a  general  indnatiy  and  fertile  ingenui^, 
iriuch  find  thrir  ample  rewards ;  and  in  an  affluMt 
r«TCaiie,whiehadBitaofaMduetionof  tbapnUie  bar* 
dana,  wilboBt  withdrawing  the  means  of  sustaining  the 
pabUc  cMdit,  of  graduaBy  discharging  the  public  debt, 
of  pnmling  fcr  the  necesiary  de&nsiTe  and  precau- 
Cuniaiy  «tabliahment%  and  of  patronising,  in  every 
•Btlwtini  node,  undartabings  conducive  to  the  aggre- 
|Bl0  waaMh  aid  individual  comfat  of  out  citizens. 

It  nnMnalM  the  gaar£ans  of  the  public  wel&re, 
to  petaersre  in  that  juatiee  and  good  will  towards  other 
M<ioD^  whiehia^arBtiraof  Awe  sentiments  tO' 
wiHsIhe  [biitodtlalBs;  to  dmrtsh  institutions  whiA 
guarantM  duir  snA^and  their Ubertiea,  civil  and  veil- 
giena;  and  to  eonbiM,  with  a  liberal  system  of  for- 
eign eoBunerea,  sa  impmsment  of  the  national  od- 
vanlagaa,  and  a  ^otaction  aad  extenaion  of  the  inde- 
pendent feaoneM  of  our  bi|^y  lawad  aad  hsypy 
cowatiy- 

In  all  maasaraa  having  audi  objects,  my  foi&fiil  co- 
•panlion  wiU  be  aflbrded.      JAME8  MAPISON. 
Wumraraa,  IheemAer  S,  181B. 


The  Hong*  wis  md,  ud  om  thoimod  ud 
Rfij  copi«a  thereof  ordored  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

The  rcBolaiioii,  au^rlsiac  MooDtjojr  Btylr 
to  employ  one  assfstaat  and  two  heraes,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  ia  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendneot  havioff  been 
proposed,  the  Preaideat  reported  it  to  the  House 
aeeordiofljr;  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to 
be  engroased,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Tm  resolution,  for  the  appoiotment  of  Cka|H 
tains,  was  read  the  second  time,  aad  eoosidered 
as  in  Commttiee  of  the  Whole  i  and  no  amend- 
ment haTing  been  proposed,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  aecordiagljr ;  and  tlw 
resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  aad  read 
a  third  time. 

WvDNKSDAT,  December  S. 
James  TtrsNEB,  flrom  the  State  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  Joan  Cokdit,  from  the  Stale  of  New 
Jersey,  respeetirely  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
C.  Morgan,  attorney  in  fact  for  Xaverio  Naodi, 
late  Cbarg6  d*Affaires  at  Tripoli,  statiag  that 
difficulties  bad  arisen  which  prevented  the  set- 
tlement of  said  Xarerio  Naodi's  account,  and 
praying  that  the  proper  oiBeer  of  the  Oorern- 
ment  may  be  authorized  to  settle  aud  discharge 
the  same ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  aad  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  j  and  Messrs.  Rob- 
EBTs,  Sanpo»,  aad  HouaiT,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  HuNTBR  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Babbit,  merebant,  of  the  port  of  Bristol,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  the  reroiuion  of 
duties  secured  to  be  paid  on  a  Urge  quaalltf  of 
susar,  which  was  totally  destroyed  by  the  unpre- 
craented  storm  on  the  «3d  of  September  laot,  fts 
therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  a  select  eommUiee,  to  eonsider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Hdhteb,  BfSB,  and  Howbli^  were  appointed  the 
committee* 

The  resolution  for  the  apptuntmeBi  of  Chap- 
lains, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as 

foUowv:  • 

MleMhedt  Tfani  two  Chapln)Bs,.of  differoM  de- 
Dominalioos,  be  appointed  to  Congress,  during 
the  ipteieit  saasioB,  one  by  ueb  Rouse,  who  shall 
iniervluiagtt  wwUr* 

The  rcs^Qtion  aathoHklng  Hemnjojr  Bafly 
to  employ  one  assistant  and  two  hooe^.was  reaid 
-a  third  time  and  passed. 


Thubsd&t,  December  7. 

SAMttL  W.  Daita,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
ibe  Legiriaiore  of  the  State  of  Coaneeiicutj  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th 
day  of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qtlalified,  and  he  toolc  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

jEREMub  Mobbow,  ffom  the  State  of  Ohio, 
also  took  his  scat  ia  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HoBSBTffrom  the  joint  committee  appoini- 


Digilized  by 


19 


HI8T0B7  OF  CQNGRBSS. 


20 


Sbhatb. 


•d  to  inquire  iiio  the  state  of  tbe  new  buildiog 
OD  Capiial  Hill,  offered  by  the  proprietors  for  tbe 
aceomaiodaiioo  of  Congress,  aad  upon  wbat 
terms  tbe  »i(l  building  could  be  obMiaed  uotil 
tbe  Capitol  may  be  readf  for  their  reception, 
made  a  report  wbieb  was  read. 

Mr.  HoRBBT  aba  asked  and  obtained  leare  to 
report  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
Unil«l  States  to  leaser  for  tbe  term  therein  men- 
tioned, the  new  building  on  Capitol  Hill^  with 
npportenanees,  for  the  Miter  accommodation  of' 
Congress ;  and  tbe  bill  was  read,  and  passed  lo 
the  second  reading. 

Tbe  pRvsiDBHT  commanicated  the  memorial  of 
tbe  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represent- 
atiTes  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  fur- 
ther time  to  complete  the  payments  on  public 
lands;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  fire  meraberstaod  Messrs. 
BaowN,  Morrow,  ChacEj  Tait,  and  Babbodb, 
were  appointed  tbe  comroiiiee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  h«re  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  the  term  therein 
mentioned,  the  sew  building  on  Capitol  Hill, 
with  the  appurtenances,  for  the  better  accomoda- 
tion of  Congress;  in  which  bill  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  three  times 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 


Fbidat,  December  8. 

The  Pbbsidbmt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  tbe  act,  "to  establish 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  act  supple- 
mentary thereto,"  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Chaplain  on  their  part,  and,  on  the  ballots  haTios 
been  counted,  it  appeared  that  tbe  Rererena 
Joan  Glendib  bad  a  majority,  and  was  elected. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  Bibb  submitted  the  following  motions  for 
consideration : 

Beiohfedt  That  so  moch  of  the  Message  of  the 
PresideBt  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Foragn 
Affiun,  be  leterad  to  a  select  comoiittee,  with  leave 
to  report  bv  bill  or  otherwiae. 

Raohed,  Thatso  mitdiordu  Masaagaof  the  Fre*> 
ident  of  the  United  SUtes  as  relates  to  the  MiHtia,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Retohtd,  That  so  mnch  of  the  Message  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  States  as  relates  to  Military  A&irs, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  ortberwtse. 

iiesofaH^  That  so  mndi  of  the  Message  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  aa  relates  to  Man!  Affairs, 
be  lefened  to  a  saleet  oommitte^  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  oUierwise. 

Raohed,  That  so  moch  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates  to  Finance,  and 
an  Untform  National  Currency,  be  referred  to  a  select 
ewBiaitfe,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
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Rwhed,  Thatsomncfaof  thoMesssgoof  tliePreel> 
dent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Manofeauree, 
be  i«facred  to  a  select  coawutlee,  with  leave  to  report 
Inll  or  othnwise. 

Rooked,  TbatsomnehofdieMessageof  Uie  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  as  relates  to  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, be  referred  to  a  select  CMnmittee,  with  leave  lo 
report  bv  bill  or  otherwise. 

Re»otoed,  That  so  mnch  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  Ststes  ss  relstes  to  a  National  Sem- 
inary of  Learning  within  the  District  of  ColumlHa,  be 
tetered  to  a  oelaet  oMUBittee»  with  leave  to  r^ort  hf 
bill  or  otherwise. 

MoNDAT,  December  11. 

Robert  H.  GoLDaBOROuau,  from  the  State  of 
Maryland,  took  his  seat  in  tbe  Senate. 

The  Pbesidekt  eommunicated  tbe  report  of 
the  Secreury  for  the  Department  of  War,  made 
conformably  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1800, 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  aeta 
for  tbeestaUishmenl  and  regulation  of  the  Treas- 
ury, War,  and  Navy*Depnrtmeats;"  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  6th 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  o(  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
agreed  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Dama,  Tay- 
lor, Barry,  and  Kino,  were  appointed  tbe  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  motion  made  the  Sth 
ioslant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  tbe  Militia,  and  agreed 
thereto;  and  Messrs.  VAaRUH,LAC0CK,WiL8OM, 
TiOBENOB,  and  Tdbbbb,  were  aviated  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Seaate  resumed  the  motion  nude  the  6ik 
inataot,  for  tbe  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  tbe  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  as  relates  to  Miliury  Afiairs,end 
agreed  thereto;  and  Messrs.  Babboob,  Wiluams, 
Rdoolbs,  GoLDeBOBOooB,  and  CoMorr,  were  ap- 
poioted  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  tbe  Sth 
instant,  lor  the  appoiDtmeot  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  Naval  Affairs,  and 
agreed  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Tait,  Daoqett,  San- 
PORD.  Frohbntin,  and  Howell,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  motion  made  the  8tb 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  Finance  aad  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  and  agreed  thereto;  and 
Messrs.  CAnraBLiL,  Cbaci,  Bibb^  Kiifo,  and  Ma- 
son, were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  6th 
instant,  for  the  appointmetu  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  of  tbe  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  as  relates  to  Manufactures,  and 
Mreed  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Hortbb,  Robbbts, 
Talbot,  Condit,  and  Tbohp80R|  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 


PrmdenCa  Metmge. 
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PTOceadmgt, 


The  Seaate  Tesvmed  the  motion  made  the  8th 
ianaatffor  the  ^oialment  of  a  Committee  on 
somaeh  oC  ibe  Message  of  the  Presideot  of  the 
Uohcd  Stately  as  relates  to  Roads  and  Canals, 
and  agreed  ttoeto;  and  Menn.  Morrow,  Browh, 
HoBBB-T,  WiuoH,  Bad  GoHB,  were  appoioied  the 
eomm\tier. 

The  Senate  also  resumed  the  motion  made  the 
6ih  iiituit,  on  M  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
Precideot  of  the  United  Btates,  as  relates  to  a 
Naaoaal  Semioarir  of  Learning  within  the  Dis- 
tiiec  of  Colambia,  and  agreed  thereto;  and  Messrs. 
Bmwm,  FRonmriii,  Sampord,  Dana,  and  Hdn- 
nsj  were  appointed  the  comniitee. 

Mr.  DAomn  preaented  the  petitioa  of  Cyprian 
Niehirfs.  and  others  manufoetnrert  of  moDM  eaa- 
dles  or  taUow,  prayiog  a  redaction  of  the  doty  of 
three  cents  per  poand,  laid  on  at  the  last  session 
of  Coagress,  for  reasons  slated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
this  day  appointed,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
die  President  of  the  United  Slates  as  relates  to 
Manufactares. 

Mr.  Babbodb  sobmitied  the  following  motion 
for  considerBtion : 

Retohed,  That  each  member  of  the  Senate  be  an- 
mallf  fvmiirtied  with  a  copy  of  the  Regbter  of  the  Offi- 
em  of  the  Armj  aad  Navy  ^  the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  presented  the  memorial  of  Thos. 
Leiper  and  others,  tobacco,  cigar,  and  snuff  maoa- 
factorers,  of  Uie  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  the  repeat  of  a  doty  of  twenty  per  cen- 
nut,  ad  valorem,  imposed  upon  sucn  articles 
maDofactared  or  made  for  sale  wiibln  the  United 
States,  or  Territories  thereof,  by  an  act  of  Coo- 
grcss,  passed  the  18th  of  January,  1815,  for  rea- 
sons stated  at  large  ia  the  memorul ;  which  was 
read,  aad  referred  to  the  Committee  this  day  ap- 
pmnicd,  OD  so  much  of  the  Message  of. the  Presi- 
dent the  United  States  as  relates  to  Manofac* 
tares. 

Mr,  RoBBBTS  presented  the  petition  of  Dawson 
aad  MonisoD,  and  others^  brewers  of  malt  liquors, 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  represeatiDg  their 
grierances  from  the  operation  of  the  excise  law, 
|tassed  by  Congress  at  ibeir  last  session,  and  pray* 
lag  relief  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  last 
meationed. 

Otf  motion  by  Mr.  Daggett, 

^caotwd,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  they 
adjoorn  lo  meet  on  Wednesday  next,  in  the  new 
bdildiog  on  Capitol  Hill. 

The  Pbbudbmt  communicated  reports  of  the 
Secretary  fn  the  Department  of  Nary,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the 
28th  of  January,  and  the  28th  of  Febroary,  181S, 
upon  the  sereral  anbjects  thereof ;  which  were 
xead. 

WnDMniur,  Deeember  13. 

RoniB  Kino,  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
ioBR  Tatlor,  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
lespeetiTely  took  tbnr  aeata  in  the  Senate. 

Natbamibl  BIaooh,  aj^ointed  a  Senator  by 


the  Legislatare  of  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina, 
in  place  of  Francis  Locke,  resigned,  produced  bis 
credeniials,  was  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  presented  the  memorial  of  Ed- 
mund Kinsey  and  others.  maDufacturers  of  sad- 
dlery, in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  a  re- 
peal of  the  taxes  on  domestic  manufactures,  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee,  ap- 
pointed the  11th  instaotj  on  so  moch  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  i» 
latea  to  Manofaetare*. 

Mr.  RoBBRTS  also  preaented  the  memorial  of 
Lewis  Ryan  and  olhers,  maoofacinrera  of  hoots 
and  booteea,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  prayiag 
the  repeal  of  taxes  upon  all  domestic  manofao- 
tures,  for  reasona  stated  at  lane  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read^  and  referred  u  the  eenHailtee 
lasc  mentiooed. 

Mr.  Daogbtt  presented  the  petition  of  Abel 
Biasell  and  otben,  mannfaclurers  of  eoitoo  fahrioa, 
representing  their  peculiar  sitoation,  and  prayiag 
the  interposition  of  Congress,  for  DTOtection  ana 
relief,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  WiLBON  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Dackworth,jr.,and  others,  praying  theesublish- 
ment  of  a  post  route  from  Pittstown,  in  the  eooniy 
of  HonteiiloB,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  the 
Tillage  of  HannoBy,  in  the  eonnty  of  Sumx,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  j  and  Hessis. 
Wii.sQN,  CoMoiT,  and  Robbrts,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  RuGOLEB  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Rererend  Joseph  Anderson,  praying  that  the  suaa 
of  (3^3  68,  the  first  instalment  paid  by  him,  on 
a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Ohio,  and  forfeited  in 
consequence  of  non-paymeot,  may  be  placed  to 
his  credit  on  a  subsequent  purchase,  for  reasons 
staled  at  large  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, the  7ih  instant,  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  Seaate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  on  the  11th  Instant,  by  Bfr. 
Babboub;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  amended 
and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

iZesoliiad,  That  the  Secreury  of  War  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  reqaested  to  furnish 
annually,  on  the  first  of  Janoary,  each  member  of 
the  Senate  with  a  copy  of  the  Regisier  of  the 
Officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  the  United 
States. 

Thobsdat,  December  14. 
Mr.  RoBBBTB  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Thompson,  praying  interest  may  be  allowed  hia 
on  an  old  claim  for  Revolutionarjr  services,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Measrs. 
Robbrts,  Magom,  aad  Samforo,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 
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Mr.  TiioiniiTiii  jmmiled  tht  peAtion  of  Denb 
4e  Im  Romic,  of  N«w  OiImdi,  m  Stite  of 
LonMtDO,  iwayiog  oompeasatten  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  eerlaiD  ptopertyoj  order  of  OeBml  Cof- 
fey in  tke  defenee  o(  New  Ortevis,  u  ii  staled  io 
the  petition ;  whieh  wae  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee,  appototed  the  llih  iaslaot,  on  u 
mueb  of  tbe  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  retatee  to  Military  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  FnoHBMTiN  presented  tke  petition  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  L«iisi«Da,  in 
behalf  of  John  de  Lassize,  praying  indemnifiiBa- 
tioD  for  property  destroyed  by  tbe  British  on  the 
Invasion  of  New  Orleans,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
wbieh  was  read,  aod  referred  to  tbe  committee 
fatet  mentioned. 

Mr.  FaOHBHTra  ti»o  presented  the  peiiUon  of 
a  number  of  eitlzeoe  of  New  Orleans,  aad  land- 
lioMen  in  die  State  of  LoDinana,  in  behalf  of 
JomonTille  de  Villiers  and  6thers,  potyinr  com* 
penaalion  for  property  destroyed  dnrtag  tbe  late 
inrasien  of  that  eitv,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  resd,  and  referred  to  the  last  men- 
tioned committee. 

Mr.  Fbombntih  also  presented  the  petition  of 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  inhabitaots  of  tbe  city 
(rf  New  Orleans,  praying  that  tbe  poblie  sqnares 
in  said  city,  occupied  for  the  arsenal,  miutary 
hospital,  and  bsrracks,  may  be  sold,  and  the  said 
bnildiags  removed  without  tbe  snbarbs  of  the 
eity,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  tbe  petition ; 
which  W88  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  eommit- 
«e,  to  consist  of  five  members;  and  Messrs.  Fno* 
wnrnK,  Bnowic,  Tatlor,  Wiluaub,  aod  Mon- 
■ow,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbbll,  the  annual  re- 
port of  th«  Seeretary  the  Treaswy,  upon  tbe 
Btata  of  tbe  finanees  of  the  United  Mates,  made 
the  8th  instant,  was  referred  to  the  Committee, 
appointed  tbe  11th  instant  on  so  mvch  of  the 
Message  of  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  as 
nlates  to  Finance,  and  an  Uniform  National  Cnr- 
veney. 


Friday,  December  15. 

Tbe  PnaaHiBNT  laid  before  tbe  Senate  a  com* 
nnnwatioD  from  William  LAmbert,  made  in  pnr- 
tnanee  of  a  resolotion  of  tbe  House  of  Represeat- 
atires  of  tbe  United  States,  of  tke  18tk  of  Pebroary 
last,  oomprebendiBg  abstraote  of  avebaaloalations 
ff^tive  to  tbe  kH^itude  of  the  CapitoL  in  tbe 
City  of  Waskington,  as  were  mada  befm*  the 
passage  of  that  resolutiotti  with  tbe  data  on  wbieh 
they  are  founded ;  whieh  waa  read. 

Mr.  Bbown  presented  the  jKiition  of  the  heits 
and  ezecuton  of  Ignace  Dehno,  late  of  tbe  State 
of  Louisiana,  praring  compeosatioo  for  certain 
property  destroyed  by  order  of  Qeneral  Jackson, 
doTing  the  Inrasion  of  that  State  ky  the  British, 
as  is  stated  in  tbe  petition ;  whiob  was  road,  and 
referred  to  tbe  Committee,  appointed  tke  lltb  in- 
stant, 00  BO  much  of  tbe  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Military 
AOairs. 

Mr.  BAnBOOE,from  tbe  Commiiiee  on  Military 


DaoHuua,  1816. 


Afiin  nportad,  in  part,  a  bill  for  tfan  relief  of 
disbittded  sdklicrs,  in  certata  cases  therein  men- 

ticmed  i  and  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  anftnianoas 
consent,  considered  as  in  Commiuee  a  the  Whole, 
and  tke  forthcr  eonaideratioa  ibercsf  pestpoai^  to 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Fbohbhtim  presented  tbe  memorial  of  tbe 
EVeudent  and  Directors  of  tbe  New  Orleans  Nav- 
igation Company,  prayiog  a  further  appropriation 
to  enable  them  to  complete  tbeir  intended  canal, 
and  a  confirmation  of  their  title  to  a  certain  met 
of  land,  as  particularly  mentioned  in  the  mrsno- 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  referrad  to  tbe  eem- 
mittee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  14th  instant, 
the  memorial  of  tbe  Mayor,  AldermeB,  and  in- 
habitaota  of  the  city  of  New  Orleaas. 

MoHOAT,  December  18. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  CsBiBTOPBBR  QoBB,  his  credentials  having 
been  read  and  filed  daring  the  last  aeasion,  and  he 
took  his  seat  io  tlie  Senata. 

William  T.  BAanr,  from  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, also  took  bis  seat  in  the  Sm&te. 

Mr.  RoaaaTS  presented  the  paiition  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  tbs  Orphan  A.sylum  o(  the 
City  of  Washington,  praying  «  donattoa  for  a  site 
for  the  boilding,  and  to  aid  io  its  er«jtioQ,  as 
stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise  J  and  Messrs.  Roberts,  Goldbbob- 
OUAH,  Baabodb,  Hdhter,  aod  Williams,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  BaowH  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
I.  Allen,  brother  and  administrator  of  WiUiara  H. 
Allen,  late  commander  of  the  Upited  States*  brif 
Argus,  and  in  behalf  of  tbe  sarviviag  ojffieeis  ana 
crew  of  that  vessel,  and  the  beirs  aad  representa- 
tives of  her  other  officers,  and  those  of  her  craw, 
deceased,  praying  remuneration  for  a  nnoiber  of 
Briiisb  vessels,  with  tbeir  cargoes,  capiared  fn 
tbe  Irish  Channel,  which  were  destroyed  accord- 
ing to  orders^  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  theCommittee'towhoqi  was 
referred,  tbe  llth  instant,  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  as  relntes  to 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Laoock  presented  the  petition  of  Solomon 
Patk&  aod  others,  watchmakers  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  duties  on  imported 
watches  and  {wrts  of  watches  may  be  diminished, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  whieh  wascead, 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee,  appointed  the  llth 
iBstant,on  Manofaetures. 

Mr.  VABMttM  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Frothingbam  and  of  Arthur  Tappan,  merchants 
of  Boston,  stating  that  tbey  are  uatire  citizens  of 
tbe  United  States,  and  were  residing  at  Montreal, 
for  the  purposes  of  trade,  at  the  time  war  was 
declared  between  tbe  United  States  and  Great 
Britain;  at  which  time  they  rtturned  to  tbe 
United  States,  mm!  removed  a  part  of  their  mer- 
chandise, aad  praying  to  be  relieved  from  penalties 
incurred  by  the  Tim«iaa  af  the  nea-inpertation 
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inn,  in  eftneqaeBee  oi  th«tr  vUhdrawtog  tbair 
dfeets  froiB  Cattidi ;  aad  the  petitiras  were  read, 
and  respeclWdf  referred  to  the  Committee,  ap- 
pointed the  Htb  iastanl,  on  Foretga  ReUtfons. 

Mr.  pRownrrm  rabmitled  the  followiDg  mo- 
lioas  for  eeanderatioD : 

Reaolaei,  Tb»t  boA  papers  »  may  be  ordered  to  be 
pnnted  I7  ordw  of  Oia  6«iete,  under  an  injnnetloa  of 
■ocrecy,  be  prfated  in  waA  namber  ae  may  be  rafll* 
c&ent  enBtaaity,  I*  eapfdythe  memben  of  both  Hooaea 
aCChagraaawith  a  eapj  af  the  miM;  and  that  die 
MM  be  Japeritedwife  the  Saaalaiy  of  the  Senate^ 
■d  ha  baud  iriA  the  aAer  daeneato  delbaied  am- 
vaHy  to  the  Benbaisof  both  Beaaaa^  after  the  injono- 
tion  ii  meney  may  have  ben  twnoved. 

Maaireijvrtker,  That  there  be  pfeftied  to  the  eaid 
deeaMate  a  title  pa^  and  an  index. 

A  aaeaaase  fnm  the  Ifowe  of  RepresentatiTCi 
iafiDrved  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  biUj  entitled  "Aa  aet  making  additiooai  aj^o- 
pmtuna  to  d^ajr  the  expeases  of  the  armv  and 
militia,  daring  the  lata  war;"  in  which  bill  they 
reoDeet  the  eoacorrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  twice  read,  by 
naaDimoos  eooscDt,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, appointed  the  11th  iostaot,  on  Finance, 
and  an  Uniform  Naiiooal  Carrency. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosiderafion  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  disbanded  soldiers,  in  certain  cases  therein 
meDtiooed;  and,  on  motion  bjr  Mr.  Barbour,  the 
eonaideration  thereof  was  posipooed  until  to- 
morrow. 


TuEaoAV,  December  19. 

Tboiub  W.  Tbohpsoh,  from  the  State  of 
JVaw  Haoapehire,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RoBKflTe  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Redman  Coxe,  prajriag  remissioD  of  the  duties 
OD  a  collection  of  minerals  and  philosopbieal  ap- 
paratus, imported  at  bis  iodiridual  expense  to  aid 
nin  in  the  diseham  of  his  duties  as  Prc^essor  of 
Cbenistrr  in  the  Unirersity  of  PeBBsylTania,  as 
is  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Commiuec^  appCHnted  the  11th 
insant,  tm  Finance,  and  an  Uniforia  Natioaat 
Cnneoey. 

Ur.  Babbogb  nbmittcd  the  followiag  naatiaa 
fascooaidaiation; 

Wsiihuf,  nat  a  UManaillaa  be  moiated,  wboae 
^Mf  it  flhaU  ba  to  inqniM  iaio  Ae  joslieB  aad  eapaffi' 
aaey  of  mm^mg  rdirf  to  Ae  eScers  and  siddleia 
Vit^BUt  of  the  RevoIatioBaiy  war,  both  on  the  Stats 
and  CoatiatmJHl  Establishment,  to  whom  the  MOx  of 
the  State  was  {Mged  beftm  the  transfer,  by  Virginia, 
^tha  lands  notAMmt  of  the  river  Ohio  to  the  United 
8Ma^  and  to  whan,  in  redemption  of  that  pledge, 
warrants  for  their  boonty  in  lands  had  been  granted, 
but  whidi,  from  such  tianifinr,  cannot  be  eaiiied  into 
elE»et:  and  that  the  said  ooatmittee  do  also  inquire  into 
the  meana  which,  in  their  opinion,  will  be  best  calcu- 
lated to  estaUiah,  on  equitable  piindplea,  the  ttoe  of 
demarcation  between  the  lands  reseired  by  Virginia, 
northwest  of  the  riTer  Ohio,  and  Aose  granted  the 
r»ted  States;  and  diat  Aey  have  leave  to  r^oit 
tB  or  otbsiwise. 


Saltan. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Ae 
motions  sabmittcd  the  18th  instant,  relative  te 
sDcb  papers  as  may  be  ordered  to  ba  printed  by 
order  of  the  Senate,  under  an  injonetion  of  se- 
crecy; and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU  for  the  relief 
.of  disbanded  soldiers  in  certain  cases  therein 
mentioned;  aod  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  according- 
ly ;  and,  on  the  qneslioo,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  tine)"  it  was  delw* 
mined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  LaoooK  presented  the  petition  of  a  niualmr 
of  tba  Inhabitants  of  Bearer  eoanty,  in  the  State 
of  Pcnaaylvania,  remonstrating  against  the  tiana- 
poctatioa  ud  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath  t 
and  the  petition  was  read. 

Wbdneboat,  December  30. 

Mr.  Tait,  sabmitted  the  following  motion  fbi 
consideratioB,  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.  • 

Raohtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Accomits  be  in- 
etmcted  to  cause  such  alteratioaa  to  be  made  m  the 
Senate  Chamber  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  ths 
better  accommodation  of  fte  Senate;  and  that  Ae  ex- 
penses, neeesssri^  incurred,  be  paid  out  «f  ^  eon- 
tingent  ftmd. 

Mr.  HaxTER  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Dennis,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
praying  the  remission  of  duties  paid,  and  seenred 
to  be  paid,  on  a  quantity  of  coffee,  whieh  was 
destroyed  bjr  the  storm  on  the  33d  of  September 
last,  as  is  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, the  6th  instant,  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Babbit. 

Tfae  Senate  resumed  the  coasideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  19th  iostaot,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  C9a)nutiee,  lo  inquire  into  the  justice 
and  expediency  of  extending  relief  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  Vii^inia,  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  Ac ;  and  aereed  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Bar- 
BODB^  Moaaow,  KiKQ,  Cbacb,  and  Maooh,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Barbour  communicated  the  resolution  of 
the  Legislatnie  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia, proposing  to  cede  to  the  United  States  tfae 
territory  northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  together 
with  sundry  other  documents  in  relation  to  that 
subject;  which  were  read,  and  relWred  to  the 
committee  last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Caupbell,  from  the  committee  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  relates  to  Finance,  and  an  Uniform 
National  Couency,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  #An  act  making  additional  appro- 
priations to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Army  and 
militia,  during  the  late  war,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole ;  and  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  tbe  House 
aawoded  aeewdngly;  nnd  on  the  questioa — 
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**8b«ll  the  amendmeot  be  engrMted,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  aa  ameMed?"  ft  was  deter- 
mioed  io  die  affirmRtive. 

The  ameodmeDl  to  tbe  last  meatiooed  bill, 
having  Ihwii  reported  to  the  Cotamittee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  blU  was  rend  a  third  time,  as 
amended,  hj  ananimoas  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  the  title  was  amended,  by  adding 
thereto  "  with  Qreat  Britain." 

Mr.CAMPBBLi^from  tbe  Committeeon  Finance, 
aad  an  Uniform  National  Corrency,  communi- 
eatedsandry  doeumenu,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Dana  gave  notice,  that  at  the  next  sitting 
of  the  Senate,  he  should  ask  leaTe  to  bring  in  a 
bill  relative  to  erideaee  in  cases  of  natural izatioo. 

Tbe  PaBSiDBNT  eommaoicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  comprehending  the 
UDoal  statement  of  the  duties  of  eustoms,  for  the 
year  1814;  nod  of  the  sales  of  Dublic  lands,  for 
tbe  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  Gfeptember,  1815; 
also  the  statements  relating  to  the  internal  daties, 
ud  diieet  uz,  required  by  the  33d  seetion  o(  the 
■et  of  CoBgiess,  of  the  8Sd  of  July,  18XS  j  which 
were  read. 


THDB80AT,Deeember  31. 

Mr.  Daka  asked  and^obtained  leare  to  btin^ 
IB  «  bill  relative  to  evidenee  in  ctues  of  naturali- 
zation ;  and  the  Mil  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Babboub, 

iZeto^iwc^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Naval 
Department  be  directed  to  eommanicate  to  the 
Senate,  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  steps  have 
been  taken  during  the  recess,  to  ascertain  tlie 
most  convenient  oarbors  in  tbe  waters  of  tbe 
Chesapeake  .Bay  for  (he  reception  of  ships  of 
war;  and  that  be  also  be  directed  lo  communi- 
cate, whether  the  middle  ground  between  the 
Capes  of  the  said  Bay  has  been  explored  with  a 
view  to  that  object,  and  the  result  of  such  ex- 
amination. 

Mr.  Browk  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Coancil  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  the 
appointment  of  an  additional  jadge  lor  ibat  part 
of  the  Territory  lying  east  of  Pearl  River,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  memorial(  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  Messrs. 
Bbown,  Williamb,  and  Campbbll,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Tbe  Pbesideht  communicated  tbe  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  tbe  Department  of  Navy,  in  re- 
lation to  tbe  moneys  transferred  during  the  last 
recess  of  Congress,  from  certain  appropriations 
for  particular  branches  of  expenditure,  to  other 
branches  of  expenditure  in  that  Department,  made 
in  obedience  to  the  first  section  of  tbe  act  pasaed 
tbe  3d  of  March  1809,  entitled  act  further 
to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
and  regulation  of  tbe  Treasury,  War  and  Navy 
D«»rtmenls  ;**  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Sanpord  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

grwW,  ThateOMMbof  Oa  M«Mgeof  the  FMsh- 


Dbobhbbb,  1816. 

\  — 
dent  of  the  United  Stales  as  rdatea  to  the  asoasun  tt 
confining  the  American  navigation  to  Asserieaa  aea- 
DMo,  be  referred  to  a  select  eonunittee,  with  lesTe  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Tbe  resolution  to  authorize  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  to  cause  certain  alterations  to  be  made 
in  the  Senate  Chamber,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  having  been  propoeed,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordin^yj 
and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  resolntion  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative ;  and  it  was  then  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  nnd  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Jabez  Holt}" 
also  a  bill  entitled  "An  net  for  tbe  relief  of  Jona- 
than B.  Eastman  f  in  which  bills  tbey  request 
tbe  eonenrrenee    the  Bennte. 

The  two  bilb  last  mentioned  were  i^ad,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Friday,  December  22. 

Mr.  DAaGBTT  presented  the  petition  of  John 
A.  Thomas,  late  a  captain  in  tbe  25tb  regiment 
United  States  infantry,  praying  an  allowance  of 
six  hundred  and  fifty  doilars,  which  were  stolen 
from  him  while  in  the  dischaive  of  bis  dutv  as 
recruiiiog  officer,  as  is  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Afiairs. 

Mr.  Lacook  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Beaver  county,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  tbe  trans- 
porution  and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and,  together  with  a 
similar  petition  presented  the  19tb  instant,  sever- 
ally referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs. 
Lacook,  Daogett,  and  Dana,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  snhmitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  WHS  read,  and  passed  to  the  seeond 
reading : 

Retohed,  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Repreaen- 
toHvet  of  the  Oniitd  State*  of  America  m  CongrtK 
amwMidt  That,  for  the  nurpose  of  procoring  khub 
alterations  in  the  Hall  of  Gongiess,  m  the  better  ae- 
commodatiim  of  tbe  two  Houses,  the  Pnsidentof  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repreeaa- 
tattves  be  aathraned  to  adjourn  thdr  reapaclive 
Hooset  from  the  SSd  of  Pecember*  instant,  to  the 
second  day  of  Jannaiy  next 

On  the  question — "  Shall  this  resolution  be  now 
read  the  second  time?"  it  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Varndh.  as  against  the  rule. 

Mr.  Hdhter  presented  the  petition  of  Jamea 
Burrell,  jno.,  and  others,  a  committee  acting  for, 
and  in  behalf  of  ibe  cotton  manufacturers  in  Pro- 
vidence, and  its  vicinity,  praying  that  a  law  may 
be  passed,  prohibiting  tbe  importation  of  all  cot- 
ton good?,  (nankeens  excepted,)  tbe  production 
of  places  beyond  tbe  Cape  of  Oood  Hope,  and 
laying  such  duly  on  those  of  a  coarse  texture  im- 
ported from  other  countries,  as  shall  give  to  then 
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proleclioD  and  relief  for  rcttaoM  atoted  at  lar^  in 
tbe  potiiion*,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
eoamitteeappoiDted  the  lltfa  iBBUDt,oa  ao  nacb 
a(  the  Messafe  of  the  Presideot  of  the  Uoited 
States  ao  TcJaiet  to  muofteluret. 

On  motioa  hf  Mr.  Bakboob,  it  wu  afreed,  that 
when  the  Seaate  adjonrn,  it  be  to  Tandaj  Best. 

Th«  Sesate  mamed  the  eoouderaiion  of  the 
mottoB,  for  tb«  appoiatment  of  a  eommittee  od 
•o  xaack  of  the  Message  of  the  Presideot  of  the 
UiuMd  States,  as  relates  to  the  mcasore  of  con- 
iaiBf  thaAnerieaa  DarigatioD  toAmerieao  sea- 
■n ;  and,  on  moiion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further 
coesideration  tbereof  was  postponed. 

Tbe  bill  rcUlive  to  erideoee  in  cases  of  oataral- 
ization,  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  toeonsider  and  report  thereon ; 
aad  Messrs.  Dana,  SANroBD,  and  Laoook,  were 
apfminted  the  eommittee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jabez 
HoU,'*  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs,  to  eonsider 
aad  report  thereon. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than B.  Bastman,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
irfecred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affitirs. 


Tdesdat,  December  26. 

Tbe  pBsaiDEHT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  tbe  Department  of  Navy,  on  the 
expenditure  and  applicalioa  of  moneys  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  from  the  first  of  October,  1814, 
to  the  30th  of  September,  1315,  inclusire,  and  of 
theaoeipended  balaoees  of  former  appropriations 
lemainiog  in  tbe  Treasury,  on  the  first  of  Octo- 
ber, 1814 ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Vbe  /bllowing  Message  was  reeeired  from  tbe 
Pbbsident  of  tbb  Unmn  Statkb  : 
To  ike  Senate  mul  Bouae  of 

R^retemtativet  of  the  Ohttei  atatm.- 

I  lay  befim  Congress,  coptas  of  a  Proehoiatien,  ao- 
tifying  tbe  CooreotioD  condoded  with  Great  Britain, 
'<M  dM3d  dayof  Joly  last,  and  that  tbe  sama  has  bean 
Ally  ratified ;  and  I  recoramoad  to  Congrssa  snob  Le- 
ijaislire  prorisiDBs,  as  the  UonventlMi  wuf  oaU  for 
en  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

DinHBsa  28,  1610. 

Tbe  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  tbe  llih  inaunt,  on  Foreign 
Re/aiiona. 

Mr.  RoBiRTs  presented  tbe  memorial  of  Thomas 
Murray,  aniiihabitaotof  the  City  of  Washington, 

?iyjog  comfeoiaiion  as  bead  cooper  of  the  Navy 
ird  ai  thai  liaee,  for  reasons  stated  in  tbe  me- 
morial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
eonmittee;  and  Messrs.  Robbbts,  Tait,  and 
MicoN,  were  appointed  the  eommittee. 

Mr.  Tatlob  presenied  tbe  petition  of  Walter 
Sims,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  further 
time  to  file  bis  release  to  the  Uaited  States,  of  bis 
title  to  land  in  tbe  Misum'ppi  Territory,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  receive  tbe  iodemoificaiion  lo  which 
be  will  thereby  be  entitled,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  wu  rend,  and  referred  to  a  select 


SBBAn. 


committee;  aod  Messrs.  Tati.ob,  HoNTnt,aBd 
MoBBow,  were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

Mr.  Robbbts  presenied  the  memorial  bf  Joba 
MeKinney  and  others,  tbe  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  tbe  Mercbonu'  Bank  of  AlexBadria,  in  ha* 
half  of  tfaetnielTes,  and  tbe  atoekholders  thereof 
pray  ing^  as  tet  of  ioeorptwation,  for  rcasooa  outed 
in  tne  memorial ;  which  was  read.  ^ 

Mr.  RoooLBB  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Farrit,  sen.,  praying  the  renewal  of  hispa^ 
ent  right  to  certain  improvemenu  in  propelling 
resseu  and  land  carriages,  as  stated  tn  the  memo- 
rial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  sdieet 
committee;  and  Messrs  Rcqoleb,  Bbowm, and 
Dana,  were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

Mr.  Robbbts  presented  the  memorial  of  Alex- 
ander Cook,  and  others,  tallow  chandlers,  of  the 
city  of  Philadelpbia,  praying  a  repeal  of  tbe  dotjr 
on  mould  caodles»  manufoctured  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  aod  referred  to  the  Committer 
appointed  tbe  11th  ioatant,  on  Manafaetares. 

Mr.  Sahfobd  hod  leave  to  withdraw  tbe  mo- 
tion made  the  Slst  instant,  for  appointing  a  com- 
mittee on  feo  much  of  the  Menage  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relaiea  to  tbe  osea- 
snre  of  confioiog  the  American  naTigattoa  to 
American  seamen. 

Oq  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  tbe  Navy,  made  the 
lltb  instant,  in  relation  to  th$  permanent  increase 
of  the  Navy,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Daoobtt.  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution,  authorizing  tbe  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate,  and  Speaker  of  ibe  House  of 
Represeotatives,  to  adjoarn  tbe  respective  Housea 
from  tbe  22d  of  December,  instant,  to  tbe  seeuod 
day  of  January  next,  was  postponed  to  the  first 
Wednesday  in  January  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Laoock,  it  was  agreed,  that 
when  the  Senate  adjoarn,  it  be  to  Friday  nexL 


Fbioat,  December  39. 
leaAH  Talbot,  from  the  State  of  Kentoekf, 
arrived  on  tbe  27tb,  aod  attended  this  day. 

Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Bate,  praying  a  renewal  of  his  lease  of  a  saline, 
belonging  to  tbe  United  State:;,  in  tbe  Illinois 
Territory,  for  reasons  stated  in  tbe  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  comlmittee 
to  whom  was  referred,  theTtb  instant,  tbe  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  tbe  Mississippi  Territory,  to 
QOnsider  and  report  tbereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  moiion  by  Mr.  Bbown.  it  was  agreed,  that 
when  tbe  Senate  adjourn,  it  be  to  Tuoday  next. 

ToBBDATfJanwiryS,  1816. 
Mr.  Daoobtt  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Eimberly  and  others,  manufacturers  in  the  city 
and  county  of  New  Hitven,  praying  a  repeal  of 
the  laws  imposing  duties  on  domestic  manufae- 
tares,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition }  which 
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nad,  nd  refemd  to  the  Committee,  ap- 
poioted  the  11th  December,  on  Maoafadurai. 

lir.  RoBiKFs  pnaeated  the  petition  of  Thomas 
BetUy  and  oih«s,  a  eommittee  of  the  owDufao- 
lofers  of  eoltOD  and  wool  ia  the  city  of  Pbiladel- 
^ia,  asd  its  vioinity,  praying  the  protection  of 
Cmgren,  by  imposiag  adequate  duties  upon  the 
importaiioo  of  foreign  articles,  as  staled  ia  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned. 

The  Pbebidbnt  commuaicaied  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires  of  Indiana  Territory,  stating  that  their 
populatioa  entitles  them,  under  existing  laws,  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Umon,  od  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  and  praying  a  conven- 
tion may  be  aathorised  to  determine  on  its  ex- 
pediency j  and  praying  also  the  donation  of  cer- 
tain seetioBs  01  land  in  said  Territory,  for  pur- 
poses therein  expreased ;  and  the  memorial  ms 
read}  and  refemd  to  a  aelecC  eommittee ;  and 
Messrs.  Mobbow,  Baut,  and  Bmowm,  were  wpr 
pointed  the  eomniuee. 

The  Pbuidbmt  also  eommunieated  uolber 
memorial  of  the  Le^stative  Council  and  House 
of  RefHvscntatiTes  (u  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing Mspaukm  of  prosecutions  uoder  the  law  lay- 
ing a  tax  on  articles  manufactured  within  the 
United  States,  for  reasons  staled  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee, 
appointed  the  11th  December,  on  Finance,  and 
an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  perition  of  the  stock* 
holdera  of  the  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of 
Alexandria,  praying  an  act  of  incorporation,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Cahpbill  presented  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Direotom  of  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis, prating  an  act  of  incorporation,  iwc  rea- 
sons stated  m  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Porter,  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Stales,  praying  the  exclusive  privilege  of  navi- 
gaiing,  for  a  limited  time,  the  waters  contiguous 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  vessels  of  his  in- 
vention, worked  by  animal  power,  as  stated  in 
the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  a  se- 
lect committee;  and  Messrs.  Browh,  Daqobtt, 
and  TaiT,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Anderson;  and  the  biU  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Varmiih  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Arvis  and  others,  praying  payment  of  the  bal- 
anea  which  may  be  found  doe  to  Leonard  Jarvis, 
deceased,  for  services  during  the  Revolntionary 
war,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  reaa, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs. 
Varnuh,  Macom,  and  Campbell,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Chaos  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
White,  praying  a  pension,  in  consideration  of 
wonnds  received  in  tha  serviee  of  bis  country 


during  the  lale  war,  as  stated  in  the  petitioB ; 
whiob  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tea;  aad  Messrs.  Chaob,  BIicok,  and  RnoGLBS, 
were  appointed  the  eommittee. 

Mr.  HoRSBY  preaeatcd  the  petition  of  William 
Yovng  and  others,  engaged  io  mannfacttiriea  on 
the  Brandywine,  and  Us  vicinity,  praying  the  in- 
terposition of  Congress,  for  the  sapport  of  the 
manufactures  of  the  United  States,  aa  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee,  appointed  the  lltb  December,  on 
Mannfaetnres. 


Wednesday,  January  3. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  a  report  froaa 
the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy, 
comprehending  a  statement  of  the  contracts  made 
by  that  Department,  during  the  year  1815,  pre- 
pared in  ooedieoce  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March. 
1809^  entitled  "Ao  act  further  to  amend  the  sev- 
eral acts,  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of 
the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departraento ;"  and 
the  report  was  read. 

The  pBBBiDBitT  also  communicated  a  leuer 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Deinriment  of  War, 
accompanied  by  a  corrected  register  of  the  army, 
for  each  member  of  the  Senate,  conformabljr  to 
a  resoluiiou  of  the  Senate  of  December  13,  1816; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Loogden  and  others,  the  committee  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Relief  Society  of  Alexandria,  praying  a 
law  may  be  passed  authorizing  them  to  raise,  by 
lottery  or  lotteries,  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  objects  of 
their  constitution,  as  slated  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and 
Messrs.  Taylob,  Talbot,  and  Dagqbtt,  wan 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  VAaHnv  nreacntad  the  petititHi  of  Thomas 
Cutis,  inn.,  of  Massachusetts,  praying  the  reim- 
bursement of  money  paid  by  him,  for  a  part  of  a 
vessel  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Statea, 
on  the  groand  of  a  decision  of  the  supreme  judi- 
cial court  of  Massachusetts  district,  that  no  title 
vested  by  said  sale  in  the  petitioner;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee, 
appointed  the  11th  December,  on  Finance,  and 
an  Uniform  National  Currentiy. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  hill,  entitled  "Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
and  John  GlifTord,  Eliiba  Fisher,  and  Company, 
Thomas  Clifford,  and  Thomas  Clifford  aad  Son; » 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  while  ia  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Markin;"  also,  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  enlarge  the  time  for  aseeruiniog  the  annual 
transfers,  and  changes  of  property  subject  to  the 
direct  tax,  aad  for  other  purposes ;"  ia  which  biila 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 
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Mr.  Williams  nbmitted  tha  following  motion 
for  conudenHoD.* 

Rctohedy  Tlut  I  committee  b«  tppolnted  to  mqoire 
into  the  expediei)c7  of  aelliDg  a  lot,  the  propertj  of  the 
United  Stetei^  abuled  in  the  town  of  Knoxville;  ind 
that  «ud  mmiHee  luve  leave  to  leport  liill  or 
etfaerwiae 

Thebttffor  the  relief  of  Joseph  Aadersoo  was 
read  tie  second  time,  and  coostdered  as  in  Com- 
mitueofthe  Whole;  and,  having  been  amended, 
the  Pbbsident  reported  it  to  the  House  accord- 
ioglj;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be 
eBgPDwed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmatire. 

Mr.  MoBEOW  sabmitted  the  followiog  motion 
for  consideration : 

JU$olBedy  That  the  Committee  ;on  Military  Aflain 
be  initnictad  to  inquire  andnport  the  aggregate  qnan- 
ti^  of  land*  dne  ia  bonntiea  to  the  aoldien  enlisted 
into  the  anaj  during  the  late  war;  and  in  caae  it  ihall 
a|ipear  thai  a  defidency  eziate,  eiUier  in  the  qnantiQr 
or  foalrty  of  the  landi  alrea^  dengnated  and  appro- 
pitted  ibr  that  purpose,  that  the  said  committee  report, 
by  MD  or  odtcvwiae,  the  pnrriiionB  neeeMarr  for  the 
fas  and  ^>eedy  altotment  of  lindi  engaged  to  be 
granted  to  the  aaid  MMkn. 


Thobboat,  Jaoaarjr  4. 

The  PsBSiDEirr  commonicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  compre- 
hending Ktstements  of  the  expenditnre  and  ap- 
pficatioa  of  stuh  sams  of  money  as  have  been 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
for  xhe  nse  of  the  Military  Department,  from  the 
1st  of  October,  1814,  to  30th  September,  1815. 
incIosiTe,  coafoTmabty  to  the  act  farther  to  amend 
the  sereral  acts  for  the  establishment  aod  regu- 
lation of  the  TEeasanr,  War,  and  Navy  Depart* 
ments,  psased  Blareh  3, 1809;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  relative  to  evideDce,  in  cases  of 
aataralizatioo,  reported  it  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBE&TS  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Bany,  sailiogmaster,  and  Oeorge  Hodse,  boat- 
swain, in  the  Narjr  Yard  of  the  United  States  at 
Wathiagton,  prating  inderanifieation  for  tbeloFi) 
of  hoaaehold  fnmitare,  books,  and  instrtiments  of 
aavigation,  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  S4lh  of  An- 
gust,  1814, as  is  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was 
read,  and  nfetred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  the  26th  of  December,  the  petition  of 
Thomas  M orray. 

The  Senate  rtsamed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  3d  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of 
selling  a  lot,  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
ritnated  in  the  town  of  Knoxville,  and  agreed 
thereto;  and  Messrs.  Wiluams,  Hdhter,  and 
RuBQLEB.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  eotitled  «Aff  act,  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  MarUo,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  th^  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  7th  December,  the  memorial  of  the  Legista- 
14th  Con.  Ist  Sbss.— 2 
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tire  Conncil  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr,  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Sloo,  register  of  the  land  office,  and  John  Cald- 
well, receiver  of  public  moneys,  at  Shawneetown, 
praying  an  increase  of  compensation,  for  reasons 
.  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act,  to  enlarge  the  time 
for  ascertaining  the  annual  transfers  and  changes 
of  property,  subject  to  the  direct  tax,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee,  appointed  the  11th  December, 
on  FiiMnee,  and  to  Uniform  National  Carrency. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act,  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  BUsha  Fisher  and 
Company,  and  Thomas  Clifford  and  Son,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee last  mentioned. 

The  hill  entitled  "An  act,  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  third  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  in  relation  to 
lands  due  for  bounties  to  the  soldiers,  enlisted  into 
the  Rimy  during  the  late  war,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Anderson  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

FainAT,  Jannary  5. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  John 
McMullin,  and  others,  goldsmiths,  silversmiths, 
and  jewellers,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
a  repeal  or  modification  of  the  law  imposing  do- 
ties  on  domestic  manufactures,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee, appointed  the  11th  December,  on 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Tait  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, communicated  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
for  the  Department  of  Navy,  together  with  a 
statement  exhibiting  the  names,  rates,  and  sta- 
tions of  the  respective  vessels  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  John  L. 
Pierson,  late  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Pennsylva- 
nia militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States^ 
praying  to  be  reimbursed,  a  certain  sum  of  money 
recovered  of  him  by  a  judgment  of  court,  for  n- 
tions  obtained  and  used  by  the  regiment  noder 
his  command,  while  in  the  actual  service  of  the 
United  States,  as  is  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee; 
and  Messrs.  Roberts,  Barrt,  and  Turner,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  8. 
Jeremiah  Mason,  from  thfe  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Frouentin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
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the  sabfeet  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  confirm- 
iDg  to  the  Ntvigaiion  CompaDy  of  New  Orleans 
the  use  and  possessioD  of  a  lot  ia  said  city  ;  aod 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tatlob  presented  the  petition  of  John 
LoDgdeo  and  others,  a  commiiiee  in  behalf  of 
the  Mechanic  Relief  Society  of  Alexandria,  pray- 
ing an  act  of  incorporation  ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  second 
instant,  on 'the  petition  of  the  same  persona. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  tlie  petition  of  a  large 
namber  of  the  inhabitants  of  Armstrong  county, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  discon- 
Uoaance  of  the  carrying  and  opening  the  mail  on 
the  Sabbath ;  and  toe  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  22d  December,  the  petitions  on  the  same 
subject. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Ste- 
phen Girard,  and  others,  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  8pecie,ror  a  period  not  less  than  twelre  months, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committer  appointed  the 
11th' December,  on  Finance,  aod  an  Uniform  Na- 
tional Currency. 

Mr.FaoMEHTiN submitted  the foUowiag motion 
for  consideration : 

Raohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ingniie 
into  the  pn^riety  of  increasing,  by  law,  the  salaries  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate,  with  power  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  relatire  to 
eridenee  in  eases  of  oataralization,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbrtb,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Frbbihht  op  tbb  UNmsD  Statbs  : 
TV  the  Smote  and  House  of 

S^prteeaiatmM  o/the  UttiUel  Statet  .- 
I  commaoicate,  for  the  information  of  Congies^  the 
report  of  the  Director  of  the  Hmt,  of  Uie  operation  of 
that  establiahment,  during  the  last  year. 

JAMB8  MADISON. 

Sabuxkx  8,  1813. 

The  Message  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hafe  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Morrissett;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Henry  Fanning;"  also  a  bill  eutided  "An  act 
Ibrthe  relief  of  Martin  Cote,Joiin  Pollock,  George 
Westner,  and  Abraham  Welty in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

ToESDAY,  January  9. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  8ih  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
iBCfctsiog,  by  law,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of 
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the  Senate,  and  agreed  thereto:  and  Messrs.  Fvo- 

HBNTiir,  Lacooe,  and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Morrissett,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Commtttea  appointed  the  11th  of 
December,  on  Finnee,  and  &n  Uniform  National 

Currency. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Fanning,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messru.  Wil- 
son, KiRo,  and  Bbowi«,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mar- 
tin Cole,  John  PoUoc^  John  Westoer,  and  Abra- 
ham Welty,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  the  7th  of  De- 
cember, on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  MoBBOW  presented  the  memorial  of  Joha 
Holker,  formerly  Consul  General  of  France, 
praying  the  renewal  of  certain  loan-office  certifi- 
cates destroyed  by  fire,  as  stated  in  the  memorial, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  Treasury. 

The  bill  confirming  to  the  Navigation  Com- 
pany of  New  Orleans  the  use  and  possession  of  a 
tot  m  the  said  city;  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  relative  to 
evidence  in  eases  of  naturalization,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and  the  amendments  having  been 
agreed  to,  alld  the  blanks  filled  with  the  word 
"fivfe,"  the  Preudenc  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  rea^  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  ac- 
companied hv  two  reports,  on  claims  for  land  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana ;  which  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  7th  of  De- 
cember, on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Wii.aoN  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Saohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  eipedieocy  of  revising  and  digesting  the  sev- 
eral acts  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  naturalisation ; 
or,  of  compiling  and  pnUishing  the  said  acts,  and  dis- 
tributing the.  same  to  the  officers  of  ths  several  coorta 
eotborised  to  issue  certificates  of  natntaliistion. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 

Fiorted  a  bill  concerning  the  Convention  to  rem- 
ate  the  commerce  between  the  territories  of  roe 
United  States  and  His  Briuonie  Majesty;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing.  The  bill  is  as  follows: 
A  bill  concerning  the  Convention  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce between  the  territories  <tf  the  United  States 
and  His  Britannic  Majesty. 
Be  U  enaetedf  4*^  That  so  mach  of  any  act  or  acts 
aa  u  oontrai7  to  the  povisions  of  As  Conveatioa  be- 
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tmmat  tha  United  9ttm  and  His  BritanDie  M^atty, 
tba  ratifications  wJtmof  were  mntatlly  exehuiged, 
Ibe  trnvaVf-vacoad  of  December,  one  thonwnd 
■gbt  boDdied  snl  fifteen,  ihtll  be  deemed  and  taken 
to  b«  of  no  fan*  or  effect. 

COMPS.WnON  FOR  HORSES  LOST. 

Mr.  TiLBOT  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislfiore  of  the  State  of  Eeotucky,  prayirifc 
eompnntioa  for  horses  lost  by  the  citizeas  of 
th&lSttte,  during  the  lale  war,  while  in  the  ser- 
Tire  of  the  Unit^  Stales,  as  stated  in  the  memo- 
ria/;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
iBitiee,appoinied  tbelltfa December, oo  MiUtary 
Affairs.  The  memorial  U  as  follows: 
To  the  honoiable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 

■eatslim  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Con- 

greii  aesembled: 

The  memofial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Kvita^  wmU  rBepeetfidly  call  the  attentioD  of  Con- 
gic«  to  a  nl^ect  of  connderaUe  impoituica  to  many 
of  thdr  dttuoB.  wbo  nnfortnnately  lost  their  borwe 
danof  the  TarionB  campaigns  carried  oo  from  this 
Slsle,  in  the  late  war  wim  this  British  and  theb  ssTage 
sflias,  partienlarly  on  the  Marthweatara  frontier,  where 
the  loMes  soatuned  were  pecnliarfy  severe,  owing  to 
Many  dreanwtanccs  which  we  will  detail,  and  whidi 
at  tiw  time  demanded  ereiy  sacrifice. 

The  aztonstve  wildemeas  bwdaring  upon  our  North- 
WBSlani  froottw,  every  part  of  whidi  was  iaftated  by 
a  end  and  aavage  enemy,  made  it  neceasary  that 
laiga  bodies  of  monnted  rifiemen  should  be  employed 
in  order  to  meet  the  tuiods  attacks  of  an  inudioos 
Sot,  and  to  aaajij  with  which  the  people  of  the  Weat- 
ara  country  nerer  hesitated,  or  inquired  what  compen* 
Mtlon  was  to  be  made  them.  They  relied  upon  the 
justice  of  their  coontiy,  which,  they  beliered,  would 
BOTO  he  iritbhrid  from  the  soldier  who  had  rioud  hia 
fifc  hi  defence  of  his  connfay's  rights. 

Thg  L^gjslatnre  are  aware  of  the  morision  made 
by  aa  of  CoDgress  ibr  the  use  and  risk  of  horses  lost 
"bj  mounted  men  preriona  to  the  declaration  of  war, 
ud  they  have  no  doubt  there  are  some  esses  which 
hare  -not  as  great  daims  upon  the  OoTemment  aa 
olhsn.  Tet,  when  the  sttoation  of  the  SUto  of  Ken< 
toc^  irtakni  into  oonnderation,  it  will  be  found  that 
&e  cbaaaa  of  her  ctttwiu  to  compenaation  for  horses 
lart  daring  the  war  will  be  fonnd  oot  inferior  to.any 
«Aac  sadioD  <tf  the  Umon.  flaoad  ataeDnndardile 
^daaoe  from  tbs  -aeaiM  of  militaiy  operatioiu,  the 
oUs  fin  men  by  tiw  Chmmmtot  wm  geneiaUy  made 
at  a  tune  when  the  gmataat  Jaapateh  and  energy  were 
required. 

in  Qie  Summer  of  1813,  the  surrender  of  General 
HbU,  the  bll  <rf  Detroit,  Mackinac,  and  Chicago,  and 
the  eoDseqaant  siege  of  Frnta  Wayne  and  Harrison, 
called  aloud  br  aU  the  patriotism  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tad^. 

The  emngen^  codd  only  be  met  by  mounted  men, 
who,  in  a  few  days,  ware  foond  filling  np  the  ranka  of 
Oenarals  Harrison  and  Hoi^dna ;  the  remaining  fevts 
wwe  saved,  the  frontiers  protected,  a  aarage  enemy 
cheeked  in  his  Moody  carter,  and  dostroetiOTi  and  ret- 
rflratioa  carried  back  into  Ids  own  country ;  and  the 
nrious  tribaa  of  hoattle  Indtuu,  flashed  with  their 
raeent  avceeas,  were  dhven  to  seek  refuge  under  the 
cannon  of  thdr  Britjah  fiiand*. 

Ib  aid  of  whidi  important  aarrioes,  the  regiment  of 
Ingoans  oadar  tiw  oommaad  of  Cdend  aiiuaU»  tiw 


Totonteer  company  of  Captain  Smith,  and  the  twdve 
months*  Tolonteers  with  Captain  Garrard,  contrUmted 
their  foil  portion  of  zeal  and  patriotism  at  the  battle  of 
Misdaainewa  in  the  midst  of  winter,  beaidca  many 
other  important  aervicea,  which  lost  to  them  many 
horsea  bcmdes  those  killed  in  battle.  These  are  caaae 
which  richly  deaenre  the  notice  of  a  grateful  country. 

Eariy  in  the  year  181S  a  regiment  of  mounted  rifl^ 
men,  mider  the  command  of  OoL  Ridwrd  M.  Johnon, 
was  harried  into  serrtM  to  rdierc  Port  Meigi  and 
protect  the  frontiers  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  This  regi> 
meat  was  usefully  emplt^ed,  and  it  is  believed  ^y 
answered  the  expectation  of  their  country.  Previous 
to  the  second  inveatiture  of  Fort  Meigs,  they  pene- 
trated far  into  the  enemy's  country,  and  by  forced 
marches  readied  that  important  post  at  a  critical  pe> 
riod,  and  were  employed  by  the  Commanding  General 
to  procure  intelligence  of  tiw  eaemy'a  movemente  neax 
Maiden ;  by  which  means  General  Harrison  waa«na- 
bled  to  carry  on  hia  operations  In  seeuri^.  Theae* 
and  anbsequent  marehea  of  uiDaoal  celerity,  had  a 
tendency  to  break  down  and  destroy  many  of  the  beat 
horsea  belonging  to  that  corps. 

Again, 'when  it  was  found,  late  in  the  month  of 
July,  181^  that  the  contemplated  force  of  regular 
troops  coald  not  be  collected,  the  Commanding  Ohm- 
•ral  of  the  Nortfiwestora  Army  was  oompdled  to  call 
upon  theGovenwrof  Kentodtylbran  adoitMrnal  mUi- 
tia  force. 

The  lateness  of  the  season,  the  neceaaitv  of  the 
timea,  the  importance  of  the  aervice  rrquirod,  as  well 
as  the  critical  period  which  had  arrived,  in  which  the 
hopes  of  a  desponding  country  were  to  be  realized  m 
again  blasted — all  combined  to  point  out  to  the  Exec- 
utive of  this  State  that  mounted  men  coald  alone  meet 
the  apiHoadiiog  crisis,  and  render  that  service  oo 
loudly  edied  for  by  every  fnoid  to  hia  oountry.  With 
theae  viawa,  it  is  well  known  that  between  thieo  and 
fear  Ihoaiand  monnted  men  rallied  round  the  atandaid 
of  their  oountry,  which  had  been  erected  by  the  vener- 
able Sbdby,  many  of  whom  had  to  travd  between  two 
and  three  handred  miles  before  they  reached  the  point 
of  rendexvous.  With  theae  troope,  without  delaying 
a  single  day  unneceasarily,  the  Governor  of  Kentucky 
moved  on  to  the  headqaartets  of  .the  Northwealeni 
army,  where  his  arrivd  waa  as  criticd  aa  it  waa  im- 
portant, and  abeolutoly  neceasary  to  meet  the  viawa  of 
General  Harrison.  Forced  mardiea  wwe  requiied  and 
performed ;  our  dtiieiw  did  not  linger  on  the  road,  or 
sufler  their  Sj^rits  to  be  depressed ;  for  many,  after 
losing  their  horses  by  fetigne,  would  keep  ap  with  the 
army  on  foot,  to  the  astonishment  aa  wdl  as  prida  of 
their  country  and  fellow-aoldiers. 

We  cannot  avoid  further  stating  to  your  honorable 
body  that,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  Commodore 
Perry's  success  npm  Lake  Erie,  and  carry  the  war 
into  the  enemy's  country,  it  was  necessary  to  leave 
the  hones  of  the  troope  enclosed  in  the  peniiwala 
formed  by  the  Sandusky  Bay  and  Portage  river,  where 
they  snbeisted  in  the  forest  upwards  of  <mh  month, 
which  much  reduced  them,  and  consequentiy  produced 
many  serious  and  unavoidable  losses  on  the  homeward 
mardi,  aa  a  sufficiency  of  forage  could  not  be  procured 
at  that  place.  An  important  victory  was  gained,  and 
the  moat  sanguine  anticipations  of  the  Oovemment 
realised.  And  will  the  nation  now,  on  the  retain  of 
peace,  refiise  to  remimarato  onr  dtiians,  mai^  of 
whom  are  poor,  and  aome  of  whom  have  loat  their 
only  horaef  Wa  (mat  net.  and  thamfem  Mnwadj 
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mUoU  As  attaBtini  of  CongrMi  to  tbia  nilrieet,  wbiob, 
thoog^  of  nntU  momuit  to  tbe  nation  %t  largo,  yet  u 
important  to  individiialB. 

We  would  also  indade  the  c«Ma  of  hones  lost  dar- 
ing the  Fall  of  1814,  nnder  Major  P.  Dudley,  wlw 
•erred  with  G«aeral  McArthur,  in  Upper  Canada, 
who,  we  believe,  rendered  important  aervices  to  oar 
conatrj  in  cutting  off  the  supplies  of  the  enemy,  and 
whidi  wonhl  have  been  most  aemely  All  by  tnem  in 
case  another  campaign  had  opoied  in  that  quarter. 

Nta  can  her  dbzens  have  leas  claim  on  the  justice 
of  tfieir  country  to  remunerate  them  for  lost  property, 
who,  daring  an  inclement  season,  and  through  a  coun- 
try peopled  by  saTage  enemies  only,  encoantered 
erery  danger  and  difficulty  in  the  wagon  department, 
transporting  provisions,  forage,  and  camp  equipage  for 
the  army  ana  garrisons  of  the  NorUiwest;  many  of 
whom  were  induced  to  embark  in  that  dangerous  em- 
ploy more  fiom  a  dedn  to  mttc  tliHr  coontvy  than 
nom  the  nroq»eet  of  gain.  Nor  were  the  services 
vMdeied  ttMir  oonntiy  by  the  detachment  of  Ken- 
tucky tioops  undier  the  command  of  Colonel  William 
Bnsaell,  on  the  Wabash  river,  leaa  meritorious*  nor  the 
loasea  sostained  by  them  less  just  to  remunerate. 

We  therefore  most  seriously  request  that  the  cases 
of  lost  horses  aUoded  to  in  thu  memorial  be  attended 
to,  and  that  omr  dtizeu  be  fiiUy  compensated,  as  bx 
as  the  justice  of  their  several  cases  may  require ;  and, 
Ibr  the  purpose  of  bringing  this  subject  before  Con- 
gress,  be  it 

Ruohedbjf  the  General  Ataembly  of  the  Common' 
wealth  ofKentuekj/,  That  the  Governor  of  this  Bute 
be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  me- 
mnial  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Repreemtatives  in 
Congieas>  with  a  request  that  they  immediately  lay 
the  same  before  dut  body,  and  that  they  use  their  best 
infloenoe  to  have  the  same  complied  vdth  as  soon  as 
tba  aatare  (tf  the  case  will  admit' 

JOHN  J.  CRITTBNDEN, 
^ealureff  the  Howe  of  B^tretentativea. 

R.  HICKMAN, 

Speako"  of  the  Saiate. 
Apntoved:  December  si>  1616. 
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Wbdxesdat,  January  10. 

William  H.  Wells,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Pbbbioent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ezhibitiog  tbe  soms 
r«^>ectiTely  paid  to  each  clerk  in  tbe  sereral 
oflSces  of  that  Departmenr,  for  serTiees  rendered 
during  the  year  made  in  obedience  to  the 
provisiODs  of  the  act  of  April  21, 1806,  to  regulate 
Vii  fix  the  compensatioD  of  clerks;  and  (he  re- 
port was  read. 

Mr.  Bbowh  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Ap  Catesby  Jones,  a  lieuteaaot  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  for  himself,  and  in  behalf  of 
the  offi.cers  and  crews  of  the  diTision  of  gun- 
boats, lately  under  his  command  near  Ship  Isl- 
and, which  was,  on  tbe  14th  of  December,  1814, 
attacked  and  captured  by  a  detachment  from  the 
fleet  under  the  commaod  of  Admiral  Sir  Alex- 
ander Cochrane,  praying  compeosatioo  for  their 
eloifaing  and  other  property  which  ibey  imt,  as 
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is  stated  in  the  petiliOD  i  which  was  read,  aad 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  tbe  eoosidentioD  of  lb* 
motion  made  the  9th  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expeaieoey  of  re- 
vising and  digesting  the  several  acts  of  Gongressi 
on  tbe  subject  of  naturalization,  and  agreed  tnere- 
to ;  and  Messrs.  Dana,  Wilson,  and  Laoook, 
were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

Mr.  Babbodr,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  B.  Eastman,'' 
reported  it  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr,  Frombntiii,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  concerning  evidence  in  eases  of  natarali- 
zation,  corr^tly  engrossed ;  andon  motion,  by  Mr. 
Talbot,  tbe  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  concerning  the  convention,  to  regu- 
late tbe  commerce  between  tbe  territories  of  the 
United  States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,  WB» 
read  the  second  time,  and  coDsiderod  as  io  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Sanpobd,  the  bill  baviag  been  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determinea  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  by  onan- 
imoas  eonsent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  toe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hotue  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  tbe  discharge 
of  James  Jewett,  from  his  imprisonment  j"  also 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  reUef  of  George 
S.  Wise,"  in  which  bills  they  request  tbe  eon- 
eurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read|  and 
passed  to  the  second  raading. 


TaoRSDAY,  January  11. 
The  Pbbbid&nt  commimicated  the  memorial 
of  tbe  Lenslatnreof  tbe  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing that  David  Floyd,  and  his  associates,  may  be 
authorized  to  open  and  work  a  certain  salt-spriog 
in  the  said  Territory,  as  is  stated  in  the  me- 
morial; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  the  7th  of  December  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory. 

Mr.  HoBBBT  presented  the  petition  of  James 
TiltoD,  late  Physician  and  Surgeon  General  of 
the  Army  of  of  tbe  United  Stales,  praying  ao  al- 
lowance for  rations,  forage,  quartets,  posta^, 
&c.,  while  in  tbe  service  of  tbe  United  States, 
and  an  annual  benevolence  that  may  sastain  him 
above  want  and  dependence,  in  eooaideratioa  of 
bis  long  and  faithful  public  services,  as  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Horsbt,  Coitorr, 
and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af* 
fiiirs,  eommDnieated  sundry  documents  ndatiTo 
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to  the  (^rations  of  the  sqtmdnm  under  command 
of  Commodore  Decatar,  against  tbe  Barbary 
Pftwers;  which  were  read. 

Hr.  Taylob  presented  the  petition  of  John 
CanaOD,  and  others,  claimants  of  poblie  lands, 
fffaying  prorision  may  be  made  bylaw  for  their 
iBdemninndont  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  rea^aod  referred  to  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  26th  December,  the  petition 
of  Wilier  Sims. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  aathorize  the  dis- 
dttife  of  James  Jewett  &om  his  impriionment," 
VIS  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
eeamittee;  and  Messrs.  VabruiCjDaooitt,  and 
Macom,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tbe  bilLentitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Qtotge  S.  Wise,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
lefened  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Hr.  BtBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enlarge  the 
time  for  ascertaining  the  annual  transfers  and 
ehanges  of  property  subject  to  the  direct  tax,  and 
for  otftCT  pnrpoMS,^  reported  it  without  amend- 
nent. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Fhoning,"  reported  it  witfaont 
ancadment. 

The  ngrossed  bill,  relatire  to  evidence  in 
cnMs  of  naturalization,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill, entitled  *'Anact for  the  reliefof  John 
B.  Eastman,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mi.  FaoHBHTin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  Az  the 
oompeDsatioBs  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  there- 
in mentioned,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"V^ole.  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
to  the  NaTigation  Company  of  New  Orleans  the 
ose  and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  said  city ;  and 
OB  motion,  by  Mr.  FnomitTiii,  the  bill  baring 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
Boose  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  engtoK^i 
tmd  read  a  third  time  1"  it  was  determined  in  tbe 
afinnatire. 

Mr.  Tirr,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
fiUrs,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  authorizing  the  ap- 
pmaimeBtof certain  NaTalofficers  therein  named; 
and  the  tnll  was  read,  and  paned  to  the  second 
nmiiag. 

Frid&t,  January  12. 

The  FaBsiDiif T  commonicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  Qeneral,  reb^re  to  the  salaries  of 
the  clerks  of  tbit  DepnitowBt  for  the  year  1815 ; 
which  was  read. 

The  PBBSiDairT  also  comnanlcated  the  peti- 
lioa  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county 
«f  Clermont,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  tbe  I 
dtseootiaaanee  of  the  carrying  and  opening  of  I 
ihannil  on  the  Sabbath;  and  the  petition  wnsi 
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read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred,  on  tbe  23d  fiveember,  the  petitions 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  BeaTer  county,  in  the 
State  of  rennsyWania,  on  the  same  subject. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Vabhuh,  tbe  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah  Jerris, 
and  others,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Wrif  hter,  of  Trenton,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
praying  a  pension,  in  consideration  of  wounds  re- 
ceived while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  ana  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  second  instanklhe 
petition  of  Robert  White. 

Mr.  HoBSBT  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
King,  and  others,  members  of  the  congregation 
of  Trinity  Church  in  Georgetown,praying  author- 
ity to  raise  by  lottery  a  sum  sufficient  to  enlarge 
their  church,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee ;  and  Messrs.  HoBsET,  VARNCM,and  Bar- 
BODR,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  confirming  to  the  Navigation  Com- 
pany of  New  Orleans  tbe  use  and  possession  of  a 
lot  in  said  city,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  ceruin 
Naral  officers  therein  named,  was  read  the  second 
time  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  to  fix  the  compensations  of  the  officers 
of  the  Senate  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  on  motion, hy  Mr.  Fbohbmtim,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Fanning)"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  enla^  tbe  time  for  ascertaining  the  annual 
transfers  and  changes  of  property  suhject  to  the- 
direct  tax, and  for  other  purposes;"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  readiiw. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

MoRDAT,  January  15. 

Mr.  Howell  presented  the  petition  of  James 
D'Wolf,  of  Bristol,  in  the  Sute  of  Rhode  Island, 
praying  the  patronage  of  Congress  to  the  cotton 
manufactures  of  the  United  States,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, and  re- 
ferred to  the  Cfommittee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  WiLLiAH 8  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Lawrence,  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  tbe 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
rates,  composing  tbe  garrison  of  Fort  Bowyer 
in  the  Sammer  <tf  the  year  1814,  pnying  payment 
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for  certain  TesseU  and  cargoes,  captured  and  de- 
stroyed, belonging  to  tbe  enemy  of  the  United 
States,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Naral  Affairs. 

Mr.  GoLDBBORODOH  presented  the  peiition  of 
Isaac  Burneston,  aod  others,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  cotton  manufacturers  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  praying  tbe  patronage  and  guardiao- 
ship  of  Congress,  as  stated  in  tbe  petition;  which 
was  read,  aod  referred  to  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hobset, 

Ordered,  That  eight  hundred  copies  of  the  fol- 
lowing papers,  relative  to  tbe  pablie  roads  and 
canals,  be  printed  for  tbe  ase  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  Tiz : 

A  resolution  of  the  Seniite  of  the  2d  March, 
1807. 

A  letter  from  Uie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

A  report  of  tbe  same. 

Mr.  Latiobe's  communication,  marked  B. 

Mr.  Fulton's  letter,  marked  F. 

Mr.  Babbodr  presented  tbe  memorial  of  the 
Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  tbe 
District  of  Columbia,  piayiog  the  establishment 
of  a  penitentiary,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  which  was  read,  aod  referred  to  a  select  com- . 
mittee ;  and  Messrs.  Babbodb.  Qoldsbobodgh, 
and  H0B8BT,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  ib«  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, eoiomnoicated  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
for  the  Department  of  Navy,  cootaiDlng  estimates 
of  the  expense  of  building  and  equipping  one  sev- 
eoty-four,  two  forty-fours,  and  two  sloops  of  war; 
wbtch  were  read. 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  enlarge  tbe  time 
for  aseertaioin^  the  annoal  transfers  and  changes 
of  property  subject  to  tbe  direct  tax,  aod  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
FanniDK"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
hill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  certain  Naval 
officers  therein  named. 

On  the  quesiioD,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  V  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  Ull|  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  tbe  commerce 
between  the  United  States  and  tbe  territories  of 
His  BritaoDic  Majesty,  according  to  the  Conven* 
tioB  concluded  tbe  3d  day  of  July,  1815 ;  and  tbe 
ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  on  tbe  22d 
day  of  December,  181V'  'i^  which  they  request 
tbe  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  afid  passed 
to  the  second  reading.  f 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  to  fix  tbe 
compensations  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  therein 
mentioned ;  and  aAer  progress,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Daoqbtt,  tbe  further  consideratioo  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  oexL 

Mr.  Daha  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 


Readvtd,  That  a  oomouttee  be  appointed,  to  inqniie 
whether  any  provision  is  necessary  for  aathorising 
proper  officers,  from  time  to  time,  to  make  payment  o£ 
the  soms  vhieh  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  are  entitled  by  law  to  recMve  from  the  Trea- 
S017  of  the  United  States,  in  compensation  for  their 
services. 

Mr.  W1LLIAH8,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  Rubject,  reported  a  bill  autnorizioff 
tbe  sale  of  public  lands;  and  the  bill  was  reatT, 
aod  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

T0B8DAT,  January  16. 
Mr.  Tatlor  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
City  Council  of  Charlestooi  South  Carolioa,  on 
tbe  subject  of  a  marine  hospital  for  that  port ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee; aod  Messrs.  Tatlor,  Bibb, and  Daoobtt, 
were  appoioted  the  committee. 

The  oil!  entitled  '*  An  act  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce between  the  United  States  aod  tbe  terri' 
tories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  according  to  tbe 
eoQventlon  concluded  on  the  3d  day  of  July, 
1815,  and  the  ratifications  of  which  were  ex- 
changed on  the  22d  day  of  December,  1815,"  waa 
read  the  second  time,  aod  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  public  lands 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and,  on  the  question, 
"  Shall  this  IhU  be  engrossed,  and  read  m  third 
time*?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  eet^ 
tain  Naval  officers  therein  named,  was  read  th» 
third  time. 

JReaolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act  antboriziDg  the  appointment 
of  Admirals." 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  15tb  iostaot,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  inquire  whether  any 
provision  is  necessary  for  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sums  which  the  Senators  and  Re|H 
resentatives  are  entitled  to  receive  in  compensa- 
tion for  their  services ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
RoBBBTS,  the  further  consideration  thereof  waa 
postponed  until  Tnesday  next. 

Mr.  Tabnuu,  from  the  committee  to  whom, 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  discharge  of  James  Jewett  from  his  im- 
prisonment," reported  it  with  an  ameodment, 
which  was  read,  and  taken  up  as  io  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and,  on  motion,  tbe  further 
conuderation  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


Wednesdat,  January  17- 

The  Pbbbidbnt  eommuoicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  Qeneral,  coDtaining  a  list  01  eontraets. 
made  in  the  year  1815,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Tdbnbb  presented  tbe  petition  of  WitliBm 
O'Neale  and  Robert  Taylor,  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  compensation  for  a  scboonerj 
chartered  to  the  United  States  to  attend  tbe  flo- 
tilla under  the  command  of  Commodore  Bamejr*. 
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in  JoDe,  1814,  whieh  wts  sunk  in  the  rirer  Pa- 
tumt,  to  prcTeoi  ber  and  the  property  on  board 
from  nlling  into  the  handa  of  the  enemy,  as  stated 
in  the  petiuoo ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Comnuttee  on  Military  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  oo  Naral  Af- 
bin,  to  whom  ma  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An 
aet  tor  ih«  relief  of  Qeorge  S.  Wise  "  reported  it 
witbooi  aaendraeni. 

Mr.  T^rr,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
faint  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thos. 
L  AlleD,  on  the  snbjeet,  reported  a  bill  to  reward 
tke  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States* 
Uif  Argns;  and  the  lull  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Fbombhtin,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  aatboriziog  the  sale  of  public  lands,  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mor- 
Bow,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
McasiB.  WiLUAHS,  HuNTBB,  Bod  RvQGLBa,  were 
appouiied  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  aet  to  regulate 
1^  commerce  between  the  United  Slates  and  the 
territories  of  Hia  Brilannie  Majesty,  according 
to  the  eonventimi  concluded  the  3d  day  of  July, 
1815,  and  the  racificatioas  of  which  were  ei- 
ebanind  on  the  2Sd  day  of  December,  1815,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendmeni. 

The  Sraate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonaideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  authorizing  the  discbarge  of  William  Jewett 
from  his  imprisonment,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tatlor,  the  petition  of 
James  Jewett,  tt^ther  with  the  accompanying 
docoments,  were  referred  to  the  Seereta^r  of  the 
Treasurr. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  (rf  the 
Whol^  the  eonsideraura  of  the  bill  to  fix  the 
eonpenmtitma  of  the  (Aeersof  the  Senate  there- 
in mentioned ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait,  it 
was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  further 
to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  La- 
cock,  WiLaoM,  and  Vabruh,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  HoBBBT,  fromthecommitteeto  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Charles  King,  and  others, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  lottery  in  Oeorge- 
lawn.  District  of  Colombia;  aod  the  bill  was 
read,  aikd  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr,  KiBQ  jttesented  the  petition  of  Cornelia 
LiTioffston  and  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  behalf  of  themselres  and 
of  the  iolant  ehUdren  of  Philip  Livingston,  de- 
ceased, and  the  heirs  of  his  father,  i»«ying  fur- 
ther time  mar  be  allowed  them  for  proteeting 
their  titles  and  estafaUshing  their  olaims  to  eer- 
uin  landa  in  the  Misuasip^  Territory,  aa  stated 
in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  the  7th  of  December, 
OB  the  memorial  of  the  liegislattTe  Council  and 
House  of  ReiH«Bentatives  « the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory. 


Thdbsdat,  January  18. 
Mr.  Taylor  preiented  the  memorial  of  James 
Levins,  of  South  Carolia,  praying  compensation 
for  vaoquisbiDg  and  bringing  iaio  the  United 
States,  as  prisoners  of  war,  one  midshipman  and 
four  seamen,  of  the  navy  of  Oreat  Britain,  alone 
and  unassisted,  as  stated  in  ibe  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiiiirs. 

Mr.  Laoock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  fixing  the  compensations  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  therein  mentioned,  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
United  Stales'  brig  Argus,  was  read  a  second 
time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  a  lottery  in  Qeorgetown, 
District  of  Columbia,  was  read  the  second  time. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  *'An 
act  to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  territories  of  His  Britanuie  Bl^ 
jesty,  according  to  the  convention  concluded  the 
3d  day  of  July,  1815,  and  the  ratifications  of  whieh 
were  exchanged,  on  the  22d  day  of  December, 
1815 ;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House:  and,  oo  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be 
read  a  third  time  V 

Mr.  Jahbb  BiBBOiJB  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows :  Mr.  President,  as  it  seems  to  be 
the  wish  of  the  Senate  to  pass  upon  this  subject 
without  debate,  it  adds  to  the  reluctance  I  always 
feel  when  com^ied,  even  bv  a  sense  of  doty,  to 
intrude  on  their  attention.  Tel,  as  I  feel  myself 
obliged,  under  the  solemn  responsibility  attached 
to  the  station  I  hold  here,  to  vote  against  the  bill ' 
under  consideration — as  I  think,  also,  it  is  but  a 
due  respect  to  the  other  braueh  of  the  Legisla- 
ture,  ftom  whom  it  Is  my  misfortune  to  differ, 
and  bat  an  act  of  justice  to  myself  to  state  the 
grounds  of  my  opinion,  I  must  be  pardoned  fm 
departing  from  toe  course  which  seemed  to  be 
desired  by  the  Senate. 

In  the  exercise  of  this  privilege,  with  a  view  to 
promote  the  wishes  of  the  Senate  as  far  as  a  sense 
of  duty  will  permit,  I  will  confine  myself  to  a 
succinct  view  of  the  most  prominent  objections 
which  lie  against  its  passage,  rather  than  indulge 
in  the  extensive  range  of  which  the  subject  is 
susceptible.  Before  1  enter  into  the  discussion  of 
the  merits  of  the  question,  I  b^  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  course  which  was 
adopted  by  us  in  relation  to  this  subieel.  A  bill, 
brought  in  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, passed  the  Senate  uninimoosly,  declaring 
that  all  taws  in  opposition  to  the  convention  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  Qreat  Britain,  eou- 
doded  on  the  3d  July  last,  should  be  held  as  noil 
and  void.  The  principle  on  which  this  body 
acted,  was,  that  the  treaty,  upon  the  exchange  of 
its  ratification,  did,  of  itself,  repeal  any  commer- 
cial regulation,  incompatible  with  its  provisions, 
existing  In  our  municipal  code;  it  being  by  ua 
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believed  at  the  time  that  such  a  bill  was  oot  De- 
eesnary,  but  by  a  declaratory  act,  it  was  supposed, 
all  doubts  and  difficuhies^soould  aoy  exist,  might 
be  removed.  This  bill  is  sect  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  who,  without  acting  thereon, 
send  us  the  one  under  consideration,  but  differing 
materially  from  ours.  Far  from  pretending  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  course  of  business 
pursued  by  the  two  Hous<^  I  do  not  eay  that  the 
mode  adopted  in  this  particular  case  is  irregular, 
but  if  it  has  not  (he  sanction  of  precedeot,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  wanting  io  that  courtesy  which 
dionld  be  perpetually  cherished  between  the  two 
Houses.  It  would  have  been  more  decorous  to 
bare  acted  on  our  bill;  to  have  agreed  to  it  if  it 
were  approved;  to  reject  or  amend  it.  In  the 
latter  case,  upon  its  bemg  returned  to  the  Senate, 
the  views  of  the  other  body  would  have  been  con- 
trasted with  our  own,  and  we  might  then  have 
rc^arlr  passed  upon  the  subject.  A  different 
conne,  however,  has  been  adopted ;  and  if  a  re- 
gard to  etiquette  had  been  the  only  obstacle  to 
Ujr  support  to  the  bill,  it  would  hare  been  r«tdiiy 
given  i  for  it  is  the  substance,  and  not  the  shadow, 
which  weighs  with  me.  The  difference  between 
the  two  bills  is  rendered  important  by  its  involv- 
ing a  Constitutional  question. 

It  is  my  misfortune,  for  such  I  certainly  esteem 
it,  to  diffei  from  the  other  bnneh  of  the  Lqpala- 
tare  on  that  qaestioo ;  were  it  •  difference  of  opin- 
ion on  the  expediency  of  a  measare,  it  might 
readily  be  obviated,  as  being  entirely  free,  or  at 
Inst  I  hope  so,  from  pride  of  opinion.  My  dispor 
attion  is  to  meet,  by  mutual  concession,  those 
with  whom  I  am  in  the  habit  of  acting ;  bat  when 
a  principle  of  the  Constitution  is  involved,  con- 
cession and  compromise  are  out  of  (be  question. 
With  one  eye  on  the  sacred  charter  of  our  liber- 
ties, and  the  other  on  the  solemn  sanction  under 
whteh  I  act  here,  I  surrender  myself  to  the  dic- 
tates of  my  best  judgment,  (weak  enough  God 
knows,}  and  fearl^ly  pursue  the  course  pointed 
oat  by  these  guides.  My  regret  is  oerlainly 
flF«itIy  lessenea  by  the  reflection  that  there  is  no 
difference  of  opinion  with  any  one  on  the  pro- 
priety of  ezeenting  the  treaty  with  good  faith— 
wo  aiffet  only  as  to  the  manner  in  which  our 
common  parpose  shall  be  effected. 

The  dinerenee  between  the  friends  of  the  bill, 
and  those  opposed  to  it  is,  as  I  understand  it,  this : 
the  fonner  contend,  that  the  law  of  Congren,  dis- 
criminating  between  American  and  British  ton- 
tkMg9j  is  not  abrogated  by  the  treaty,  althoogh  its 
provisions  conflict  with  the  treaty,  but  that  to 
effect  its  repeal  the  bill  in  question,  a  mere  echo 
of  the  treaty,  must  pass;  the  latter,  among  whom 
I  wish  to  be  considered,  on  the  contrary  say,  that 
the  law  above  alluded  to  was  annulled  upon  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty.  I  hope  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  stating  the  question  fairly,  for  that  cer- 
tainly was  my  wish,  and  it  is  also  oy  determina- 
tion to  discuss  it  in  the  same  spirit. 

This,  then,  is  the  issue  which  is  made  np  be- 
tween the  friends  and  the  opponenta  of  the  bill; 
mad  alihongh  in  its  praeticu  effects  I  cannot  be- 
|iere  it  woul^  be  of  conseqaenee  which  way  it  is 


decided,  ^et,  aa  the  just  interpretation  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  the  pivot  on  which  it  tarns,  from  that 
consideration  alone  the  question  becomes  an  in* 
teresting  one. 

Fortunately  for  us  we  have  a  written  Consti- 
tution to  recur  to,  dictated  with  the  utmost  pre- 
cision of  which  our  language  is  suseepttble — it 
being  the  work  of  whatsoever  of  wisdom,  of  ex- 
perience, and  of  foresight,  united  America  poe- 
sessed. 

To  a  just  understanding  of  this  instrument,  it 
will  be  essential  to  reour  to  the  object  of  its  adop- 
tion; in  this  there  can  be  no  dinerenee  of  opin* 
ion.  The  old  band  of  anion  had  been  literally 
dissolved  io  its  own  imbecility;  to  remedy  this 
serious  evil,  an  increase  of  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government  was  indispensable. 

To  draw  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
powers  thus  granted  to  the  General  Government, 
and  those  retained  by  the  States,  was  the  primary 
and  predominating  object.  In  conformity  with 
this  view,  we  find  a  general  enumeration  of  the 
powers  assigned  the  former,  of  which  Congress 
is  made  tlie  depository ;  which  powers,  although 
granted  to  Congress  in  the  first  instance,  are,  in 
the  same  instrument,  subsequently  distributed 
among  the  other  branches  of  the  Government. 
Various  examples  might  be  adduced  in  suppose 
of  this  position.  The  followinc  for  the  prescBt 
will  suffice:  Art.  1,  sec  1,  of  the  Constitution 
declares,  that  "alt  legislative  powers  herein  eratft- 
'  ed  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United 
'  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and 
<  House  of  Representatives."  Yet  we  find,  by 
the  seventh  section  of  the  same  article,  the  Presi- 
dent invested  with  a  large  share  of  legislative 
power,  and,  in  fact,  constituting  an  integru  branch 
of  the  Legislature;  in  addition  to  this,!  will  here 
barely  add,  that  the  grant  of  the  very  power  t« 
regulate  the  exercise  of  which  gave  birth  to  this 
biU,  furnishes,  by  the  admission  of  the  friends  of 
the  bill,  another  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  po- 
sition, as  I  shall  show  hereafter;  and,  therefore, 
to  comprehend  the  true  meaning  of  the  Consti- 
tution, an  isolated  view  of  a  particular  clause  or 
aeetion  wUl  involve  yoa  in  error,  while  a  compre- 
hensive one,  both  ofita  sinrtt  and  letter,  will  eoi^ 
duct  you  to  a  just  result;  when  apparent  colli- 
sions will  be  removed,  and  vigo^^and  effect  will 
be  given  to  every  part  of  the  instrument.  With 
this  principle  as  our  guide,  I  come  directly  to 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  recognises 
the  treaty-making  power.  In  the  2d  elause,  Sd 
see.,  Sd  art^  are  the  lollowiag  plain  and  emphatic 
words:  "He  (the  Prendenu  shall  bare  power, 
'  by  aud  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sea- 
'  ate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the 
'  Senators  present  concur."  Two  considerations 
here  irresistibly  present  themselves — first,  there 
is  no  limitation  to  the  exereise  of  the  power,  save 
such  restrictions  as  arise  from  the  Constitution, 
as  to  the  subjects  on  which  it  is  to  act  ;  nor  is 
there  any  parlicination  of  the  power,  with  any 
other  banch  of  the  Government,  in  any  way 
luded  to. 

Am  I  borne  out  in  this  declaratioa  by  the  claoae 
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taSundtol  That  1  amt wemi to  —  msMptibU o{ 
denoosufttioa.  To  the  PrcaideDt  and  Senate 
km  b«ii  imparttd  the  power  of  makiaf  treatice. 
Well  ^riiat  is  a  treaty?  Xfaword  haveakoovn 
^aifieaUoD  bj  the  eommoD  eoosent  of  maokiDd, 
Mid  it  be  used  withoni  any  qailificatitm  in  a  law, 
ODoatitatim,  or  otherwiae,  the  fair  iofereoce  is 
that  diejeccired  import  of  soch  word  is  intended 
to  be  eooveyed.  If  so,  the  extent  of  the  power 
inteDded  to  be  granted  admiu  of  no  difficnltjr.  It 
reaeies  to  those  acu  of  courtesy  and  kindness, 
which  philaatbropy  has  established  in  the  inter* 
sotrae  (tf  aaiioos^  as  well  as  to  treaties  of  com- 
■crce,ofboaadarws,  and,iofioe,  toerery  interna* 
ti«ulMibjeetwhatsoeT«r.  This  expcwitioa  is  sup- 
ported by  such  DneqoiTOcal  authority,  that  it  is 
belief  ed  it  will  not  be  questioned.  I,  therefor^ 
ialer  that  it  will  be  readily  yielded,  that  in  re^ra 
to  the  treaty,  in  aid  of  which  this  biU  is  exhibited, 
ike  tnaSTHoufciBg  power  haaaot  exceeded  its  just 
limits.  So  far  we  have  proceeded  oastve  ground; 
we  now  come  to  the  pith  of  the  qaesiioo.  Is 
the  legtslatire  sanction  necessary  to  give  it  e^t  1 
laoswerin  then^tire.  Why?  Because,  by  the 
second  clause  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  Coostitu- 
tioa.  it  is  declared  that  all  treaties  made  or  which 
shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  ^all  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  if 
thia  elaDse  means  anyihiuft  it  is  cooelnsiTe  of  the 
question. 

If  the  treaty  be  a  supreme  law,  then  whatsoever 
mnoicipal  regulation  comes  within  ite  prorisioos 
must  ^eo  /ado  be  annulled— unless  geotlemtin 
coBtend,  there  eaa  be  at  the  same  time  two  su- 
pierae  laws,  emanating  from  the  same  authority, 
aeoftietins;  with  each  other,  and  still  both  in  full 
Tigoe  ana  cSect.  This  would  indeed  produce  a 
elate  of  things  without  a  parallel  in  human  afiaira, 
onteae  indeed  ito  like  might  be  found  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Popes.  In  one  insiaaoe,  we  are  told, 
there  were  three  at  one  time  roaming  over  the 
ChrisUaa  world,  all  claiming  infallioiUty,  and 
dcBoenciac  theiranathenuw  against  all  who  utiled 
to  yield  iraplieit  obedience  to  their  respectire 
■taadaiea,  when  to  comply  with  the  one  was  to 
4iiobeT  the  other.  A  result  like  this,  so  monstrous 
ia  iu  Mpeeij  excludes  the  intetpretatioa  which 
l^odaoes  it.  It  is  a  aafe  course  in  attempting  to 
asccnain  the  meaning  of  a  law  or  constitution  to 
eoaaeet  difieteat  clauses  (no  matter  how  detach- 
ed) upon  the  same  subject  together.  Let  us  do  it 
in  ibiseaBc.  The  Preaidentshall  have  power,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
make  treaties, which  treatiesshall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  laai.  I  sedt  to  gain  no  surreptitioos 
adrantnge  fnu  the  word  supreme,  beeaoae  I 
fiaakljr  admit  ihu  it  ia  used  ia  the  ConMitutioB, 
ia  relation  to  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the 
Siaiei ;  but  I  appeal  to  it  merely  to  ascertain  the 
Ugh  authority  intended  to  be  imparted  by  the 
fraoms  of  the  Constitaiton  to  a  ratified  treaty. 
It  is  classed  ia  point  of  dignity  with  the  laws  of 
the  United  States.  We  ask  for  ito  superiority, 
but  equality  j  and  as  the  last  law  made  aonnis 
a  former  one,  where  they  conflict,  so  we  contend 
that  a  aobeequent  treaty,     in  the  present  oaae, 


rerdtes  a  former  law  in  opposition  thereto.  But 
the  other  side  contend,  that  it  is  inferior  to  the 
law  in  point  of  authority,  which  continues  in  full 
force  despito  of  a  treaty,  and  to  its  repeal  the  as- 
sent of  the  whole  Legisbiture  is  necessary.  Our 
claims  rest  on  the  expressed  words  of  the  Consti- 
tution— the  opposite  on  implication ;  and  if  the 
latter  be  just,  I  cannot  forbear  to  say  that  thefta- 
mers  of  the  Constitution  would  but  111  deserre 
what  I  have  heretofore  thought  a  just  tribute  to 
their  meritorious  services.  If  they  really  designed 
to  produce  the  effect  contended  for,  instead  of  so 
declaring  by  a  positive  provision,  they  have  used 
a  language  which,  to  my  mind,  operates  concla- 
sivdy  against  it.  Under  what  clause  of  the 
Constitution  is  the  right  to  exercise  this  power 
set  up?  The  reply  is,  the  3d  clause  of  8th  sec- 
tion 1st  article— Congress  shall  have  power  to 
ri^ulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  &c.  I 
immediately  inquire  to  what  extent  does  the  an* 
thority  of  Congress,  in  relation  to  comnwrcial 
treaties,  reach  ?  Is  the  aid  of  the  Lenslatuie  tie- 
eessary  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  to  give  effect  to 
a  eomoiereial  treaty  ?  It  is  readily  admitted  that 
it  is  not.  That  a  treaty,  whose  influenee  is  ex- 
tra territorial,  becomes  obligatory  the  instant  of 
its  ratification.  That,  as  the  aid  of  the  Legisla- 
ture is  not  necessary  to  its  execution,  the  L^i»* 
latore  have  no  right  to  interpose.  It  is  then  ad- 
mitted that  while  a  general  power  oa  the  subject 
of  commerce  is  given  to  Congress,  that  yet  import- 
ant commercial  regulations  may  be  adopted  by 
treaty,  without  the  co-operation  of  the  Legislature, 
notwitbstaading  the  generality  of  the  grant  of 
power  on  commercial  snbjects  to  Congress.  If  it 
be  true  that  the  President  and  Senate  have,  in 
their  treaty-making  power,  an  exclusive  control 
over  part  and  not  over  the  whole,  I  demand  to 
know  at  what  point  that  exclusive  control  eeaaes  ? 
Ia  the  clause  relied  upon,  there  ia  no  limitation. 
The  fact  is,  sir,  none  exists.  The  treaty-tnaking 
power  over  commerce  is  snproDe.  no  l^pda- 
tive  sanction  is  neeessary,  if  the  treaty  be  capable 
of  self*exeeattott,  and  when  a  legi^ative  sanc- 
tion is  necessary,  as  I  shall  moreat  larn  hereafter 
show,  such  sanction,  when  given,  adds  nothing 
to  the  validity  of  the  treaty,  but  enables  the  prop- 
er authority  to  execute  it ;  and  when  the  Legis- 
lature do  act  in  this  regard,  it  is  onder  aaefa  obli- 
gation as  the  necessity  of  fulfiUlag  a  moral  oc«- 
tract  imposes. 

If  it  be  inquired  of  me  what  I  understand  by 
the  clause  in  question,  in  answer  I  refer  to  the 
principle  with  which  I  set  out ;  that  this  was  a 
grant  of  power  to  the  General  Qovernment  of 
which  Congiess  was  in  the  first  instance  merely 
the  depository,  which  power,  had  not  a  portion 
therecH  been  tnnsferrea  to  aiwther  branch  of  the 
Qovernment,  would  have  been  exclusively  exer- 
cised by  Congress,  but  that  a  dlstribntion  of  this 
power  has  been  made  by  the  Constitution ;  as  a 
portion  thereof  has  been  given  to  the  treaty.mak- 
ing  power,  and  that  which  is  not  transferred  is 
Icii  in  the  possession  of  Congresi.  Hence,  to 
Congress  it  is  competent  to  act  in  this  grant  in  its 
ptoft  charaeter  by  establishing  nmiiicipal  regn- 
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latioQs.  The  President  tod  the  Senate,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  the  same  power  within  their 
sphere,  that  is,  by  a  treaty  or  convention  with  a 
foreign  nation,  to  establish  such  regulations  in  re- 
gard to  commerce,  as  to  them  may  seem  friendly 
to  the  public  interest.  Thus  each  departmeoi 
moTes  in  its  own  proper  orbit,  nor  do  they  come 
in  collision  with«aeh  other.  If  they  hare  exer- 
cised their  respectire  powers  on  the  suae  subject, 
the  last  act,  whether  by  the  Ij^slalure  or  the 
treaty-naking  power,  abrogmtes  a  former  one. 
The  Lwislatore  of  the  nation  may,  if  a  canse 
exist  in  thm  judgment  suflScient  to  justify  it,  ab- 
n^te  a  treaty,  as  has  been  done }  so  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  a  treaty  may  abrogate  a  pre- 
existing law  contaming  interfenng  provisions,  as 
has  been  done  heretofore,  (without  the  right  being 
questioned,)  and  as  we  say  in  the  very  case  under 
consideration.  I  will  endeavor  to  make  myself 
understood  by  examples;  Congress  has  power, 
under  the  clause  in  qaestion,  to  lay  embargoes,  to 
pass  non-intercourse  or  non -importation  or  coun- 
tervailing laws,  and  this  power  they  have  fre- 

anenily  exercised.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  na- 
on  against  whom  one  of  those  laws  is  intended 
to  operate,  is  made  sensible  of  her  it^nstice  and 
tenders  reparation,  the  President  and  Senate  have 
power  by  treaty  to  restore  the  amicable  relations 
between  the  two  nations,  and  the  law  directing 
otherwise,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  is 
forthwith  annulled.  Again,  if  Congress  should 
be -of  opinion  that  the  offending  nation  had  not 
complied  with  their  engagements,  they  might  by 
Uw  revoke  the  treaty,  and  place  the  relation  be- 
tween the  two  nations  upon  such  footing  as  they 
approved.  Where  is  the  collision  here  ?  I  see 
none.  This  view  of  the  subject  presents  an  as- 
pect as  innocent  as  that  which  is  produced  when 
a  subsequent  law  repeals  a  former  one.  By  this 
interpretation  you  reconcile  one  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution with  another,  giving  to  each  a  proper 
eflSwt}  a  result  always  desirable,  and  in  rules  of 
eonstruetion  claiming  a  precedence  to  all  others. 
Indeed,  sir,  I  do  not  see  how  the  power  in  question 
could  have  been  otherwise  arranged.  The  power 
which  has  been  assigned  to  Coiigress  was  indis- 
pensaUei  without  it  we  should  nave  been  at  the 
mercy  of  a  foreign  Government,  who,  knowing 
the  incompetency  of  Congress  to  act,  would  have 
subjected  our  commerce  to  the  most  injurious  reg- 
ulations, as  was  actually  the  case  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  when  it  was  managed  by 
the  States,  bjr  whom  no  regular  system  could  be 
established ;  indeed  we  all  know  this  very  subject 
was  among  the  most  prominent  of  the  causes 
which  produced  the  Constitution.  Had  this  state 
of  things  continued,  no  nation  which  could  profit 
by  a  contrary  coorse  would  have  treated.  On 
the  other  haod^  had  not  a  power  been  given  to 
some  branch  of  the  Govemmenl  to  treat,  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  friendly  dispositions  of 
other  Powers,  or  however  desirous  to  reciprocate 
beneficial  arrangement^  they  could  not,  without 
a  treaty-making  power  lodged  somewhere,  be  re- 
alized. I  theruore  contend,  thacalthoogh  to  Con- 
gms  a  power  is  ^ven  in  the  clause  uLaded  to^ 


to  regulate  commerce,  yet  this  power  is  in  part, 
as  I  have  before  endeavored  to  show,  given  to  the 
President  and  Senate  in  their  treaty-making  ca- 
pacity— the  truth  of  which  position  is  admitted 
by  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  a  certain  extent.  The 
fact  is,  that  the  only  difference  between  us  is  to 
ascertain  the  precise  point  where  legislative  aid 
is  necessary  to  the  exeenlion  of  the  treaty,  and 
where  not.  To  fix  this  point  is  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion. After  the  most  mature  reflection  which  I 
have  been  able  to  give  this  subject,  my  mind  has 
been  brought  tothe  following  resatu :  Whenever 
the  PresidentandBettale,  within  theaeknowledged 
rangeof  their  treats-making  power,  raUfj^  a  treaty 
upon  extra  territorial  subjects,  then  it  is  binding 
without  any  auxiliary  law.  Again,  if  from  the 
natnre  of  the  treaty  it  is  self-executory,  no  legis- 
lative aid  is  necessary.  If,  on  the  contrary,  tb« 
treaty  from  its  nature  cannot  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect but  by  the  agency  of  the  Legislature,  that  is, 
if  some  municipal  r^olaiion  be  necessary,  then 
the  Legislature  must  act  not  as  participating  in 
the  treaty-making  power,  but  in  its  proper  char- 
acter as  a  legislative  body.  Examples  will  serve 
to  illustrate  more  satisfactorily  the  view  I  wish 
to  present.  If  for  an  equivalent  we  bad  agreed 
by  treaty  that  our  vessels  should  not  pass  the 
Cape  ofdood  Hope  or  the  Straits  of  lugellan, 
this  being  extra  territoriaL  then  no  taw  would 
have  been  necessary;  this  I  understand  is  conce- 
ded by  all  parties. 

Secondly.  If  by  treaty  we  agree  to  surrender 
prisoners  of  war,  or  property  taken  from  the  ene- 
my, or,  as  in  the  very  case  under  consideration, 
that  for  an  equivalent  we  will  forbear  to  exact  a 
higher  tonnage  duty  on  British  than  Ameriean 
ships,  then  the  treaty,  as  it  needs  not  legistative 
aid,  is  self-executory;  and,  finally,  if  we  bad 
agreed  in  the  last  convention  that,  if  the  British 
Qovernment  would  abstain  from  impressment,  no 
British  sailors  should  be  employed  on  board 
American  shine, and  that  those  who  should  oSiend 
therein  should  be  (rimoxious  to  a  penalty,  then  the 
Legislature  must  act  to  fix  the  amount  of  sneh 
penalty,  to  prescribe  the  mann«  in  which  it 
should  oe  prosecuted,  and  to  fix  the  (ribonal  which 
should  have  ci^nizance  of  the  case.  I  have  thae, 
as  explicitly  as  it  is  possible  for  me,  given  you 
my  view  of  the  just  pretensions  of  the  Ireatjy- 
making  power,  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  legis- 
lative on  the  other.  This  construction, so  palpable 
to  my  mind,  and  so  irrefragable,  instMd  of  being 
met  by  argument,  conducted  with  moderation, 
and  addressed  to  the  understanding,  has  beeii  as- 
sailed elsewhere  with  every  epithet  of  opprobrium, 
as  leading  to  a  concentration  of  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  President  and  Senate.  If  such  rev- 
eries deserved  to  be  noticed,  1  will  state,  with  a 
view  to  quiet  the  alarmed,  that  this  now  dreaded 
power  was  exercised  with  less  security  to  Uie 
nation  by  the  old  Congress^  There,  withoot  the 
security  arising  from  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, that  body  enjoyed  the  treaty-making  power 
to  the  same  extrat  as  it  is  now  exercised.  And 
although  this  exuted  in  the  most  disastrous  period 
of  the  Repiddie,  I  hare  never  heard  it  iaiimatcd 
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ihtt  the  power  was  abosed.   Indeed,  sir,  if  the  < 
Coostitation  Itself  does  not  form  the  horizon  of  | 
1117  view,  aud  I  im  at  liberty  to  look  to  the  rea*  I 
SODS  which  inflaenced  the  authors  of  the  Coasti-  1 
ration  to  pltee  the  treaty-makiiig  power  where  1 
they  did,  I  eiaoot  help  belieTiog,  that  indepeadeat  i 
of  the  eomideration  of  a  greater  dmee  of  seerecjr,  1 
despatci^      which  was  ezpeeted  of  the  Seoate,  : 
that  the  elementa  of  which  toe  body  is  composed, 
the  jamwdiate  repreeentatives  of  the  States,  in 
tfae'r  sovereign  capacity,  had  great  weight  in  the 
antAgenkefit.  The  eoDsideraiiwi,  too,  that  the 
taiall  Slates  would  be  eqaally  represented  here 
with  the  lar^st,  wootd  not  be  without  its  weight. 
Aad  it  is  a  singular  fact,  that  although  a  treaty 
shoold  be  ratified  by  the  consent  of  fourteen 
Slates,  the  represeatatires  from  four  of  the  largest 
States  in  the  Union,  in  the  other  branch,  could 
arrest  ita  ezeculion,  if  that  branch  of  the  Gorem- 
ment  were  to  participate  in  the  treaty-making 
power.   As  I  hare  already  taken  the  liberty,  bo  1 
most  asi  for  a  cootiBuaoce  of  the  pririlwe  to  no- 
tice what  1  bare  beard  said  elsewber&  relatire  to 
the  subject  under  eonaideralioD.   It  u  urged  by 
some,  that  the  eontrol  of  the  sword  aad  the  purse 
is  granted  to  Congress  in  no  other  way  than  their 

P)wa  to  regnlale  eommeree;  and  that  if  the 
resident  and  Senate  can  act  independently  of 
the  Legislature  in  one  ease,  so  they  may  in  all. 
Par  be  from  me  snch  an  opinion.  I  nnhesiu- 
tittgly  say,  that  the  parse  and  the  sword  bare  been 
|4aeed  under  the  safeguard  of  the  national  will ; 
that  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  President  and 
Senate  to  ezclade  the  House  of  Representatives 
from  their  share  of  this  trust,  would  be  unconsti- 
tnUonal;  and  that  it  would  not  only  be  their 
right,  bat  their  duty  to  oppose  it ;  in  this  opinion, 
J  feel  warranted  both  by  toe  letter  and  genius  of 
the  ConstituiioD.  It  is  esjMcially  declared,  by  the 
Gth  clause  of  the  9th  section,  that  no  money  shall 
be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  consequence 
of  appropriations  made  by  law }  If  by  a  treaty, 
therefore,  it  is  covenanted  that  money  shall  be 
paid,  Congress  alone  is  competent  to  appropriate 
ji,  as  was  done  in  r^rd  to  Jay's  Treaty,  and  that 
of  Louisiana.   As  to  the  power  of  decUring  war, 
it  is  surely  pUced  in  the  Congress.  This  arrange^ 
meat,  which  transfers  this  great  attribute  of  sor- 
erelf^ty  from  the  Ezecutire  department  of  the 
QoTcrament,  where  with  all  other  nations  it  is 
lodged,  to  the  Legislature,  is  one  of  the  most 
striding  features  of  our  happy  form  of  Qovern- 
ment.   1  vill  not  consent  to  discuss  this  question 
on  the  contracted  scale  of  a  special  pleader.  In 
forming  my  opinion.  I  shall  consult  toe  spirit  of 
the  Constilutioa;  it  is  republican;  its  foundations 
rest  on  the  unalienable  rights  of  man;  its  acts 
flow  directly  iron  the  will  of  the  people.  Where 
can  the  power  ovei  the  sword  and  the  purse  reside 
with  so  much  safety-  as  in  the  Natiimal  Ijegista- 
mrel  There  it  has  been  placed;  had  it  been 
otherwise,  your  Gtoremment  would  have  been 
anything  bat  republican.  I  pass  from  this  view, 
to  that  taken  by  the  other  side,  which  admits  that 
the  President  and  Senate  have  a  right  to  abro- 
gate the  declaration  of  war  without  the  aid  of 
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Congress,  because  to  Congress  is  not  given  the 
power  to  make  peace.  It  is  to  me  most  wonder- 
ful that  (Eeotlemen,  instead  of  relying  on  the  just 
theory  of  the  Coostitution,as  ascertained  through 
an  enlarged  view  of  the  spirit  and  general  organ- 
ization of  that  instrument,  should  be  content  to 
rest  their  opinion  on  so  fallacious  a  oonstroetion ; 
for,  were  it  true,  Congress  conld  never  repnl  a 
taz  or  disband  an  array,  however  unnecessary 
they  might  be  esteemed,  because  no  ezpress  power 
to  do  so  had  been  given  them.  The  true  principle 
is,  that  Congress  alone  can  declare  war.  The 
President  and  Senate,  in  their  treaty-making 
capacity,  can  terminate  it;  and  when  peace  is 
established  by  treaty,  an  auziliary  law  of  the 
Legislature,  being  unnecessary,  is  never  passed. 

The  friends  oithe  bill  seek  to  avail  themselves 
of  precedents  furnished  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, where  it  is  contended  treaties  are  always 
laid  before  Parliament  to  receive  their  sanction 
before  they  become  obligatory.  I  protest  against 
them.  The  difference  iKtween  the  treaty-making 
power  there  aad  here,  is  as  great  as  that  which 
separates  wisdom  from  foUy,  or  puritr  from  eop- 
raption.  There  the  sole  power  of  nuking  treaties 
is  lodged  in  an  hereditary  and  irresponsi  ble  Chief 
Magistrate,  who  may  have  been  pjaeed  by  acci- 
dent or  crime  on  the  throne,  and  who  may  be  the 
most  unfit  man  in  the  kingdom  for  any  office. 
His  weakness  subjects  him  to  the  control  of  secret 
advisers,  who,  playing  the  part  of  chief  jogglen 
behind  the  scene,  exhibit  him  as  the  mere  punch 
of  the  puppet-show.  In  a  nation  having  the  least 
pretensi(Hi  to  freedom,  the  official  acts  of  such  an 
officer  should  be  subject  to  coatrol ;  uofortnaately 
none  sabstaotially  ezists.  I  say  substantially,  for 
although  in  point  of  fact  treaties  may  be  carried 
down  to  Parliament,  it  is  but  matter  of  form,  for 
we  all  know  that  body  has  long  since  become  an 
appendage  of  the  Ministry;  that  they  are  as  obe- 
dient to  his  nod  as  the  needle  to  the  pole.  The 
British  Gtovemnent,  in  its  best  form,  was  bnt  a 
wretched  piece  of  pateh-worlt— the  result  of  fraud, 
of  accident,  or  of  foree.  Whatever  liberty  it 
might  once  have  possessed  is,  I  fear,  forever  gone. 
The  anodyne  drug  of  corruption  has  been  adrain- 
istered  to  the  high  and  the  low,  till  all  wdera 
have  become  contaminated,  and  the  nation  is 
ripening  for  that  inevitable  doom  which  alike 
awaits  nations  and  individuab.  What  resem- 
bUnee  ezists  iKtween  that  Government  and  ours 
in  r^rd  to  the  organization  of  the  power  ifnder 
consideration'?  Here  a  Chief  Magistrate,  called 
to  office  by  the  unbiassed  suffrages  of  millions  of 
freemen,  responsible  for  his  acts,  and  shortly  to 
return  to  the  mass  of  bis  fellow-citizens,  aided  by 
the  direct  representatives  of  the  States  in  their 
sovereign  capacity,  two-thirds  of  whom  most  con- 
cur to  give  a  validity  to  a  treaty.  The  security 
against  the  abuse  of  power  here,  is  as  great  aa 
homan  ingenuity  can  devise}  then  as  feeUe.  I 
therefore  renew  my  protest  against  precedents 
.  drawn  from  such  a  source. 

I  find,  sir,  I  have  already  exceeded  the  limits  I 
had  preaeribcd  to  myself,  and  I  fear  Uzed  your 
'  patimce  to  an  unreasonable  d^ree.  Yet,  there 
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are  maaf  things  still  on  my  mind,  to  which  I 
wish  to  ftire  utterance,  but  I  will  eoOie  to  a  close. 
Yott  will  perceive,  I  hare  discussed  the  Consti- 
tution as  it  is,  not  at  it  should  be ;  that  is  a  ques- 
tion coram  nonjudice.  Yet  I  will  say,  that  for 
myself,  I  should  feel  no  kind  of  solicitude  as  to 
the  result,  were  the  other  House  permitted  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  treaty-making  power.  I  entirely 
confide  in  their  patriotism  and  wisdom.  I  haTc 
no  doubt  that  any  treaty  wbieh  should  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  Preudeot  tad  two  thirds  of 
the  Semte,  would  ilso  meet  with  the  approba- 
tioB  of  the  House  of  KepresentatiTes.  IndeecL 
air,  when  the  question  was  first  stirred,  I  wished 
to  be  persai^ed,  that  the  other  branch  had  a  Con- 
alitatiooal  claim  to  the  power  they  were  exer- 
cising. All  my  feelings  were  in  that  direction, 
for  they  are  with  me'a  fhTorite  branch  of  the  Go  r- 
eroment.  Whenever  my  attention  here  can  be  dis- 
pensed with,  I  hasten  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives; I  bear  with  rapture  their  eloquence,  I 
devour  with  a  greedy  ear  the  oracles  of  tbeir  wis- 
dom, and  I  hope  am  edified  by  the  lessons  of 
their  experience.  With  those  sentiments  and 
feelings  I  listened  to  the  discussion  oo  this  sub- 
ject, with  a  wish  to  be  convinced,  but  I  listened 
m  vain.  My  judgment,  after  listening  attentively 
to  a  very  long  debate,  pronounced  a^iost  their 
pretensions,  and  hence  I  am  constrained  to  give 
the  vote  w&teh  I  shall  pronennee ;  nor  shall  I 
fear  any  of  the  consequences  wiiieh  have  been 
fbretold  o  likely  to  arise  from  this  deterraiua- 
tioo,  one  of  whieh  is.  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
seatatives  will  dwindle  into  the  contemptible  eon- 
ditioB  of  merely  rwistering  our  edicts.  The 
power  tfaev  possess,  T  should  imagine,  ia  enough 
to  satisfy  the  utmost  reach  of  an  honorable  am- 
bition. But,  be  that  as  it  may,  the  peo[4e  of 
whom  we  are  both  the  servants,' have  prescribed 
limits  to  our  respective  authority.  To  each,  it 
looks  for  the  preservation  of  that  portion  confided 
to  its  guardianship.  To  the  Senate,  I  speak  in  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  has  been  confided  the 
solemn  trust,  not  only  of  guarding  the  rights  of 
the  States,  hut  also,  to  resist  on  the  one  hand  the 
sflent  current  of  Bxeeutive  influence,  and  on  the 
other,  to  tell  the  proud  man  of  popular  pretensien, 
thus  fiir  you  may  advance  and  no  iarther.  It 
is  an  awful  trust,  and  wo  to  him  who  betrays  it. 
For  one,  I  will  place  myself  on  the  utmost  verge 
•f  onr  authority,  and  maintain  it  unimpaired,  or, 
if  it  be  the  will  of  Provid«ice  otherwise  to  direct, 
to  meet  ny  fat^  whatever  it  may  be,  with  forti- 
tude. I  hope,  sir,  in  the  decision  which  I  am 
about  to  proQonace,  I  have  been  entirely  exempt 
from  the  spirit  of  the  corps.  Power,  for  its  own 
sake,  has  no  charm  for  me.  The  part  I  have 
uken  will  by  all  be  placed  to  no  other  motive 
than  a  sense  of  duty.  The  unostentatious  dis- 
ehatge  of  one's  dut)^,  is  tike  alms  given  in  secret ; 
the  reward  of  both  is  found  in  an  approving  con- 
science. One  other  remark,  and  I  am  done ;  it  is 
to  repel  the  insinuation,  that  with  the  construe- 
tiott  of  the  treaty-making  power,  as  I  contend  for 
it,  corruption  may  find  its  way  to  the  President 
and  Senate,  who  may  barter  mway  the  liberties 
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of  the  country.  If  so  disastrous  a  time  should 
ever  arrive,  as  that  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  two  thirds  of  this  body  should 
have  become  so  base  as  barter  their  inratimable 
birthright  and  that  of  the  nation  for  a  mess  of 
pottaee,  is  it  to  be  believed  that  the  other  branch 
will  have  escaped  the  general  contagion  1  If 
fortunately  they  have,  such  an  act  of  the  treaty- 
making  power  would  be  as  futile  as  it  would  be 
wicked;  bat,  if;  which  is  more  probable,  the  ex- 
treme ease  supposed  should  oecnr,  corruption  will 
not  be  eonfioea  to  this  branch,  it  will  nave  em- 
braced the  nation.  When  that  shall  be  the  eaae, 
the  phraseology  of  the  Constitution,  or  the  ar- 
rangement of  its  powers,  will  not  weigh  of  the 
dust  of  the  balance ;  it  will  be  torn  by  the  rude 
hand  of  violence  and  its  fragments  given  to  the 
wind.  These  to  me  are  idle  fears,  and  reasoning,  if 
indeed  it  can  be  so  called,  on  them,  must  befalta- 
ous.  To  reason  against  the  exercise  of  power,  upon 
the  possibility  of^ils  abuse,  is  to  oppose  at  once  all 
delegated  authority,  and  to  subvert  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  rests  on  a  certain  portion  of  morality 
and  patriotism.  This  security,  withtherestrictions 
imposed  by  the  Constitution,  the  deep  interest  we 
all  have  in  common  with  our  fellow-cttizens,  our 
accountability  to  onr  constituents,  but  above  all 
the  energy  of  freedom,  a  devotion  to  which  is  in- 
terwoven with  every  ligament  of  an  American 
bosom,areauffieientgaaranteesjthatin  this  country 
power  will  not  be  abused,  or,  if  it  be,  its  daration 
will  be  short  I  say^  sir,  it  is  an  idle  fear,  that 
has  DO  other  foondaiion  than  the  anticipated  cor- 
ruption of  the  Senate  and  President.  The  mode 
of  their  election  is  ample  security  against  the 
possibility  of  such  a  consequence,  and  I  thank  my 
Qoi,  that  my  mind  is  not  able  to  conceive  what 
shape  the  temptation  would  assume  that  could 
seduce  us  from  our  duty,  and  still  less  as  it  re- 
gards the  President.  He  occupies  the  highest 
pinnacle  of  human  elevation^which  mankind 
can  bestow  or  man  receive.  What  value  could 
he  attach  to  a  diadem  or  a  purple  reeking  in  the 
gore  of  his  country,  when  weighed  against  the 
spontaneous  j^reference  of  milHons  of  freemen  ? 
And  how  terrible  would  be  the  change  of  his  con- 
dition? He  now  presses  his  pillow  in  peace, 
hashed  to  repose  by  the  soft  wnispers  of  an  ap- 
proving eonseienee;  then,  should  he  even  suc- 
ceed in  his  wicked  attempts,  he  would  be  doomed 
to  watch  his  iU-gotten  power  "  with  the  sleep- 
less eye  of  disquieting  ambition,"  and  be  devoted 
to  the  corses  of  mankind,  as  the  destroyer  of  the 
liberty  of  bis  eoontry. 

I  have  very  impeifectly,  I  am  sure,  slated  mr 
opinions  and  the  reasons  producing  them ;  and  I 
have  also  endeavored  to  repel  the  objections 
which  have  been  urged  on  the  opposite  side.  A 
short  recapitulation  will  close  the  discussion  on 
my  part.  I  have  endeavored  to  show,  that  the 
assignment  of  power  to  the  General  Government, 
in  opposition  to  that  retained  by  the  States,  was 
At  important  object  with  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution. That  Congress  was  made  merdy  the 
depository  in  the  first  instancy  of  such  powers, 
mieh  were  afterwards  to  be  distributed  by  sub- 
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sequeiic  provisions  io  the  CoDstUotion  among  the 
diaennt  brsQohes^  I  furaisbed  examples  in  sup- 
port of  this  lUeorr,  to  which  I  may  here  add  the 
claase  giviaf  loCoogress  the  power  of  a  uniform 
role  of  nalDitlizauoo,  which  us  been  acted  upon 
by  the  uettr-raaiiiog  power,  as  in  the  cases  fur- 
nished as  veil  by  Jay's  as  the  Louisiana  Treaty ; 
tbat  as  it  regards  the  power  ia  qaestion,  namefy, 
that  reJitire  to  commerce,  it  is  fairly  within  the 
range  of  the  treaty-making  power.  That  when 
thisbiaach  of  Govenimeni  acts,  it  is  to  a  partic- 
uivexieDt  independent  of  the  L^islature;  and 
viken  a  treaty  is  self-exeeutory.  as  in  the  case 
■nder  consideration,  that  no  legistative  aid  is 
oeeessary,  and  that  therefore,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  this  bill  is  a  supererogatioo  ;  I  bare  also  en* 
dearorcd  to  fix  with  precision  where  legislative 
aid  is  necessary ;  I  have  surrendered  without  dif- 
fieahy  the  real  emblems  of  sovereignty,  the  con- 
trol of  the  sword  and  the  purse,  to  the  safeguard 
of  the  national  will ;  I  bare  endeavored  to  relieve 
our  coDsirBCtioQ  from  the  difficulties  urged  against 
it,  and  haW  endeavored  to  show  that  it  gives 
ngor  and  effect  to  every  part  of  the  Constituiioo, 
and  obviates  all  collision;  and  I  have  finally  en- 
deavored to  dispel  the  fears  which  have  been  per- 
mitted to  arise  from  the  abuse  of  the  power  con- 
fided to  the  President  and  the  Seaal^  by  show- 
ing thai  ibeir  fidelity  is  guarantied  by  every 
security  which  human  nature  can  furnish.  1 
will  cOBclode  hf  retnroiag  my  oafeigned  thanks 
foi  the  marked  atteaiioa  with  which  1  bare  been 
ftvored. 

When  Hr.  B.  had  concluded— 
Mr.  FaoHEKTiM  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 
Ui.PiesidenL  1  regret  that  I  cannot  subscribe 
to  the  doetnne  laid  down  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Conneeiicut,  (Mr.  DAeoBTr,)  and 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, (Mr.  Masok.)  It  is  true,  that  the  bill  which 
was  sent  by  the  Senate  to  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
seautives  en  the  subject  of  the  Treaty,  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Honse  whilst  they  were  engaged 
ia  the  discussion  of  a  bill  on  the  same  soojeet, 
lad  before  that^bill  had  been  finally  agreed  to  by 
them;  bat,  sir,' it  is  eqaally  irne,  that  the  House 
cC  Representatives  originated  the  bill  wbich  they 
ban  since  sent  to  the  Senate,  before  a  hill  on  the 
wne  si^eet  hnd  been  tfaoognt  of  ia  this  Houae. 
Cu  it  be  contended,  that  eiihar  Honse  shall  ban 
the  n{hi  to  jmt  an  end  to  tba  proceedings  of  the 
other,  by  Itgiilating  on  thesaoM  nbjecta  on  which 
they  are  wprized  the  other  House  is  actually  en- 
ir>gcd,  and  by  passtog  a  bill  ia  a  hurry,  on  a  mo- 
tion to  dispente  with  the  ordinary  rules  prescribed 
for  our  delibersiioas;  ihosactoaUy  to  prevent  the 
legiilaiive  deliberations  of  another  independent 
body?  Sir,  1  am  tenacioos  of  the  rights  apper- 
Udsing  to  this  body,  aot  from  the  motives  which 
litTebeea  on  more  oecasioas  than  one  illiberally 
kttriboted  to  the  Senate,  not  from  the  etprit  de 
ccrps,  bntbeeatue  of  those  rights  being  delegated 
to  ns  by  the  Constitution,  I  ikem  it  a  sacred  duty 
10  preserve  them  inviolate,  and  to  transmit  them 
ctimpaired  to  oor  successors.   The  very  same 
nwn,  sir,  nakei  ne  not  less  teaations-of  the 
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rights  of  the  other  House;  and  it  matters  not  to 
me  whence  the  assault  proceeds  which  is  directed 
■gainst  the  Constitution;  as  long  as  I  have  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  body,  I  will,  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power,  resist  every  attack  acaicst  Consti- 
tutional rights,  whether  the  attack  be  directed 
against  this  body,  or  whether  it  originates  in  this 
body  against  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  Constitu- 
liooal  rights  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, f  cannot,  sir,  sanction  this  mwarrantable 
usurpation  of  the  legislatirc  gronnd.  I  said  that 
I  regretted  that  I  eonld  not,  consistently  with  my 
respect  for  the  rights  of  the  other  House,  agree 
to  the  coarse  proposed  to  be  pursued  by  the  two 
honorable  gentlemen  who  preceded  me,  and  I  do 
most  sincerely  regret  it.  Could  we  pursue  that 
course,  and  could  we  anticipate  that  the  House 
of  Representatives,  operated  upon  by  similar  mo- 
tires,  should  treat  the  bill  we  nare  sent  them  as 
it  is  proposed  to  treat  their  bill,  I  should  rejoice 
that  both  bills  should  remain  inoperative;  for,  sir, 
I  do  not  like  the  bill  passed  by  the  Senate  much 
better  than  the  bill  passed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. Both  bills,  in  one  respect,  are,  in 
my  opinion,  radically  defective.  Both  bills  enact 
provuiooB  evidently  useless;  and  I  hold  it,  Mr. 
President,  that  whatever  is  useless  in  legislation, 
without  referring  in  this  particular  instance  to 
the  risk  of  esubltsbing  a  precedent,  is  never  ua- 
aecompanied  with  danger.  I  would  rejoice,  sir, 
if  I  could  derisc  any  possible  way  of  aToiding  a 
diseanion  upon  the  sntijeet  of  the  bill  on  yoar 
table.  But  I  know  of  no  way  of  arotding  it ; 
and  at  the  same  time  that  both  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  our  respect  for  the  other  Honse, 
preclude  the  idea  of  either  passing  or  rejecting 
this  bill,  tub  tiientio,  it  is  a  matter  of  congraiula- 
tion  that  the  prioeiples  upon  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  pronounce  are  so  simple  and  evident,  and 
the  practice  which  has  till  now  prevailed  under 
them  so  folly  established,  that  but  little  need  to 
be  said  to  satisfy  the  Senate  that  the  bill  on  yoor 
table  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  President,  so  much  has  been  said  already 
OQ  this  subject,  noth  in  the  other  House  and  out 
of  doors,  that  erery  member  of  the  Senate  may 
be  said  to  be  in  possession  of  almost  all  the  nr- 
gnments  for  and  against  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
on  your  table.  In  the  few  observations  which  I 
propose  making,  I  will  sedulously  avoid  repeating 
any  of  the  arguments  which  I  have  heard  urged 
upon  the  subject.  The  sixth  article  of  the  Coa- 
stiratiCn  is  as  follows:  "This  ConstitmioD,  and 
'  the  laws  of  the*  United  States  which  shall  be 
'  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made. 
<  or  which  shall  be  made  under  the  authority  of 
*  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 
'tbeland." 

A  treaty  then  is  a  law;  it  is  not  to  become  a 
law  when  an  act  shall  have  been  passed  by  Con- 
gress to  make  it  so,  otherwise  the  word  treaties 
would  have  been  useless  in  the  article  quoted — 
treaties  then  being  necessarily  included  under  the 
general  term,  laws  of  the  United  States}  it  is  so, 
ipge  facto.  From  the  moment  it  has  been  ratified 
by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
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conseDt  of  the  Senate,  the  Comtitution  declares 
that  it  is  the  sopreme  law  of  the  laod.  Can  a 
law— can  what  the  Ccnstitution  declares  to  be  a 
law— ^eed  any  further  assistance  to  become  so  7 
Can  it  need  the  enaetion  of  another  law  to  make 
it  so?   Where  will  this  process  end?   A  treaty 
and  an  act  of  Congress  are,  by  the  Constitation, 
put  upon  the  same  footing;  both  are  declared  to 
be  laws;  there  cannot  be  two  definitions  of  slaw. 
If  the  law,  as  it  results  from  a  treaty,  wants  the 
super-enactment  of  an  act  of  Congress,  1  can  de- 
vise no  reason  why  an  act  of  Congress  should  not 
require  another  act  of  Congress,  too,  before  the 
first  act  can  be  considered  as  a  law.  I  see  no  end 
to  this  Roactmeot  and  re-enactment.  It  has  been 
eonteaded  that,  admitting  the  treaty  to  be  a  law, 
atiU  it  cannot,  unless  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
be  re-enacted  by  Congma,  repeal  a  former  law, 
which  is  in  cootradietion  to  the  new  law,  as  it 
resnlls  from  the  treaty.  If  this  doctrine  was  true, 
Mr.  President,  how  is  it  that  Congress  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  re-tinact  the  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  Ittely  concluded  with  Great 
Britain  ?  Did  not  the  Treaty  of  Peace  repeal  the 
act  of  Congress  by  which  war  had  been  declared 
against  Great  Britain?  Or,  will  gentlemen  con- 
tend that  this  act  is  not  yet  repeated — that  it  is 
still  in  force?   Are  we,  then,  I  ask,  still  at  war 
with  Great  Britain?   And  if  we  are  not — if  we 
are  at  peace  with  Great  Britain — is  not  the  act 
declaring  war  against  Great  Britain  actually  re- 
pealed ;  and  if  it  be  repealed,  is  it  not  repealed  by 
the  Treaty  of  Peace ;  and  if  it  be  repealed  by  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  can  it  be  questioned  that  a 
treaty,  omistitutioBally  ratified,  does  aetoally  re- 
peal erer^  law  anterior  to  that  treaty,  which  is 
m  o|>pautioa  to  the  jirovisions  of  that  treaty  ? 
Sir,  it  is  a  settled  prmeiple — a  principle  which, 
as  far  as  I  am  informed,  has  never  been  contra- 
dicted— that  the  last  law  repeals  the  former  law 
so  far  as  the  provisions  of  the  former  law  are  ir- 
reconcilable with  the  provisions  of  the  latter;  and 
if  the  practice  bad  not  obtained  of  inserting  a  re- 
pealinff  clause  in  such  of  our  acts  as  are  in  con- 
tradiction with  former  acts  on  the  same  subject, 
those  former  acts,  tbos  in  contradietioo,  should, 
nevertheless,  be  repealed.   The  repealing  clause 
in  oar  acts  is,  it  is  true,  the  declaration  of  the  re- 
peal; but  the  repeal  is  actually  produced  by  the 
enactment  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  at  war 
with  the  preceding  law.   The  preceding  law  is 
actually  repealed  by  the  law  impning  obtin- 
tions,  or  prescribing  duties  incompatiUe  with  the 
obligationi  imposed,  or  the  dudes  prescribed  by  a 
former  law.  For  instance,  take  toe  act  of  Con- 

fress  admitting  the  Siate  of  Louisiana  into  the 
Taion}  that  act  does  not  contain  any  clause  to 
repeal  the  acts  formerly  passed  by  Congress  for 
the  government  of  the  portion  of  territory  now 
known  by  the  name  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
Will  it  be  contended  that  these  acts  are  not  re- 
pealed, quite  as  much  repealed,  as  if  a  repealing 
clause  had  been  inserted  tn  the  act  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Louisiana;  and  if  those  acu  be  repealed, 
is  it  not  because  their  provisions  are  irreconcila- 
ble with  the  provisions  of  the  laic  act;  and  does 
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not  that  exampte,  among  many  others  which  I 
might  have  selected,  establish  fully  the  prinei- 
pie  which  I  contend  for,  that,  without  the  snper- 
fiaoos  provisions  of  a  tepealing  clause,  such  pro* 
visions  of  any  law,  incompatible  witn  the  pro- 
visions of  a  later  law,  are  neceesarily  and  tpao 
facto  repealed  by  the  provisions  of  the  later  law ; 
and  if  this  be  undeniable  with  respect  to  one  de- 
scription of  laws,  is  it  not  so  with  respect  to  laws 
of  every  other  description?  If  it  be  true  with  re- 
spect to  the  acts  of  Congress,  is  it  not  true  with 
respect  to  taws  resulting  from  a  treaty  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States?  Sir,  this 
House  cannot  get  rid  of  the  dilemma ;  either  you 
cannot  repeal  former  laws  by  the  enactment  of 
later  laws  in  eontndietton  of  the  former,  without 
a  repealing  clanse— and  I  have  proved  that  yon 
did  It— or  what  you  may  do  by  the  enactment  of 
one  of  the  description  of  laws  known  to  our  Con- 
stitation, without  a  repealing  clause,  may  be  done 
by  another  descriptioD  of  laws  equally  known  to 
our  Constilutidb,  without  the  assistance  of  a  re- 
pealing clause.  * 

Mr.  President,  can  it  hi  apprehended  that  this 
clause  in  the  Constitution,  ''under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,"  will  be  construed  to  in- 
elude,  by  implication,  very  far-fetched  implica- 
tioQ  indeed,  the  House  of  Representatives,  which 
truly  does  constitute  a  no  inconsiderable  share  of 
the  anthority  of  the  United  States?  but  can  no 
more,  on  that  account,  consider  itself  as  consti- 
tuting an  essential  indispensable  part  of  every 
power  necessary  for  all  the  acts  waicb  an  to  be 
done  under  the  authority  of  the  United  Statea. 
Sir,  these  words,  "the  authority  of  the  United 
States,"  are  very  broad ;  they  cover  an  immenae 
ground.  But  can  they  ever  be  supposed  to  meaii, 
that  every  authority  in  the  United  States  is  to 
be  consulted  before  any  act  can  have  vaKdity 
which  is  to  be  done  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States?  Bxtensive^  no  doubt,  and  very 
properly  so,  but  not  unlimited,  are  the  rights  of 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and,  like  every 
other  branch  of  the  Government,  in  this  our 
Government  of  checks,  thus  far,  to  wit :  as  far  as 
the  CoQstitutioD  has  vested  the  right  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Thus  far  has  she  a  right  to 
go,  but  no  farther;  and  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of 
the  Senate  to  resist,  ou  the  part  of  the  House,  as 
well  as  on  the  part  of  the  Bxeeutive,  any  at- 
tempt at  an  encroachment  of  rights  which,  by 
the  CoDstituiioD,  are  vested  in  the  Senate.  Sir, 
if  the  words,  ''onder  the  Conatitntioo  of  the 
United  States,"  did,  in  the  present  instance,  ne- 
cessarily In^nde  the  House  of  Representauves, 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  why  the  Convention, 
instead  of  using  the  words,  "authority  of  the 
United  States,"  did  not  use  the  words,  "author- 
ity of  Congress."  The  clause  ifhere  these  words 
are  to  be  found,  is  not  the  clause  of  the  Constt> 
tution  by  which  the  power  of  making  or  ratifying 
treaties  is  delegated,  but  an  annunciation  only  of 
what  in  future  the  people  of  the  United  States 
declare  they  will  consider  as  a  treaty  binding 
upon  them;  it  will  be  a  treaty  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States;  that  is,  a  treaty 
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aide  br  that  autboriif  ia  the  United  Suits  to 
which  che  power  has  been  deleealed  hj  the  Gon- 
stitation  to  make  tremtiefi,  which  shall  be  binding 
npon  the  pec^  of  the  Uafted  Sutes.  Qive  me 
Inve  to  add  her^  by  way  of  nndering  eyery 
ohalacle  -wkieh  might  be  atteapted  to  be  erected 
on  the  forced  eonstnieiioo  of  these  words,  that 
their  insertioo  id  the  article  of  the  Constitution, 
vfacre  liey  are  to  be  found,  originated  in  the  ne- 
eeesity  of  discriminating  Mtween  treaties  made 
under  the  aathority  of  the  United  Sutes,  and 
tmnes  made  under  the  aotfaority  of  some  indi- 
vidoal  State.   Srery  bodjr  who  is  cooTcrsant 
with  the  history  of  the  United  States  at  the  time 
the  CoDstitatioD  was  framed,  knows  that  severKl 
States  had  been  making  treaties;  some  treaties 
wm  in  lact  pending  between  some  States,  and 
some  nations  of  Indians,  at  the  time  the  C(»isti- 
tation  was  adopted.  The  United  States,  by  adopt- 
ing the  clause,  "  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,"  gave  pablic  notice  thtt  tbey  should  not 
•onaider  ihemselres  as  bound  by  any  treaty  made 
bf  indiTidnal  Staiesj  but  by  soch  only  as  should 
be  made  nader  the  authority  of  the  United  States ; 
that  i^  by  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States,  by 
aad  with  the  adviee  and  eonsent  of  the  Senate, 
i^ich,  according  to  the  ConsUtatioo,  are,  as  far 
as  respects  ihe  power  of  making  treaties,  binding 
on  this  naiion— iheaathorily  of  the  United  States. 
Sir,  the  President  and  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  are  the  attorneys,  in  fact,  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  to  make,  in  their  name,  with 
a  foreign  nation,  erery  eooiract  which  they  con- 
euve  to  be  demanded  for  the  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Stales.   Suppose  I  gare  you  a 
power  of  attorney  to  sell  for  me,  and  in  my  name, 
a  tract  of  land  on  ceruin  stipulated  conditions,  to 
be/oZfiUed  by  the  purchaser.   On  the  fulfilment 
of  those  condition^  you  have  agreed,  under  the 
authority  which  I  had  rested  in  you  by  the  letter 
of  auorney,  that  I  should  eonrey  the  utnd.  The 
conditions  hare  been  fulfilled  on  the  pari  of  the 
porehaeer,  and  he  applies  to  me  to  ctrnvey  the 
faud  accordingly.  Could  L  Mr.  President,  under 
these  ctreamstances,  be  admitted  to  plead  that 
Ukere  was  too  much  danger  in  the  exercise  of  the 
nower  by  me  delegated  to  an  individual  thus  to 
bind  me ;  and  woiud  not  the  court  compel  me  to 
fnlfil  all  the  engagements  entered  into  by  the 
attorney,  in  fact,  to  whom  I  should  hare  dele- 
cted the  power  to  bind  me :  provided  be  had  not, 
m  that  respect,  exceeded  the  powers  expresved  in 
Ihe  letter  of  attorney?   Sir,  if  the  President  and 
Senate  have  not,  in  the  making  of  a  treaty,  ex- 
ceeded the  powers  given  to  them  by  the  Consti- 
totion,  it  is  the  doty  of  Conn'ess  not  to  re-enact 
its  provisions,  to  give  it  a  vuidity  which  may  be 
supposed  to  be  wanting;  but  to  rass  such  laws  as 
may  be  necessary  to  give  it  efieet,  which  Uws 
are  t«  be  bnilt  upon,  and  made  eonfotmeble  to 
the  provirioas  of  the  treaty,  because  that  instrn- 
neat  is  valid,  and  in  i^ll  force  from  the  moment 
of  its  ratification,  according  to  the  Conslitotion. 

Having  thus  endeavored,  Mr.  President,  to  de- 
monsirale,  from  the  plain,  unsophisticated  exposi- 
lioa  of  the  words  of  the  Cootlituiion,  the  mean- 
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jog,  the  only  meaning  which  they  appear  to  me 
to  be  susceptible  of,  I  will  add  a  few  words  to 
show  that  the  practice,  till  now,  under  our  Con- 
stitution, comes  in  aid  of  the  construction  I  have 
contended  for.  I  have  already  mentioned  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  lately  concluded  with  Qreat 
Britain,  as  a  satisfactory  proof  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  did  not,  at  that  time,  deem  it 
necessary  that  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  should 
be  re-enacted  by  Congress  to  repeal  any  law  in 
existence  prior  to  the  conclusion  of  that  treaty. 
I  could  refer,  in  support  of  the  same  doctrine,  to 
the  numberless  treaties  which  have  been  made 
with  the  Indians  since  the  organization  of  our 
Oovemment.  But,  sir,  I  mean  to  be  very  short, 
and  I  come  at  once  to  a  treaty  which  not  only 
bore  upon  our  commercial  regulations,  but  which 
appropriated  an  immense  sum  of  money,  a  larger 
sum  of  money  than  was  ever  appropriate  by  any 
other  law ;  and,  sir,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  demon- 
strate that  a  claim  was  set  up  at  that  time,  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentative^  lor  the  exercise  of  the 
high  pretensions  which  they  have  now,  for  the 
first  time,  manifested.  If  1  sboold  succeed  in 
establuhiog  this  fact,  I  think  I  shall  hare  prored, 
satisfactorily,  both  that  the  letter  of  the  Conitl- 
tution,  and  that  the  practice  of  the  Goremment 
under  it,  repel  the  idea  that  the  consent  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  ia  necessary  to  give 
validity  to  a  treaty,  or,  which  is  the  same  thins, 
to  repeal  any  law  which  should  be  irrecooeilable 
with  that  treaty ;  for,  sir,  I  cannot  conceive  of  the 
existence  of  two  contradictory  laws  being  in 
force  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  country,  on 
the  same  subject;  and  it  must  follow,  of  course, 
as  attempted  to  be  established  before,  that  the 
latter  repeals  the  former  law. 

The  treaty  I  allude  to,  sir,  is  the  treaty  con- 
cluded at  Paris  oo  the  30tb  of  April,  1803,betwc» 
the  United  States  and  France.  This  treaty  and 
the  several  conventions  signed  at  the  same  dat^ 
annexed  to  the  said  treaty,  approved,  ratified,  and 
exehanged,  in  the  same  forin,  at  the  same  time, 
and  jointly  with  the  said  treaty,  and  as  much  a 
part  of  the  said  treaty  as  if  the  clauses  ia  the 
two  conventions  had  been  inserted  in  the  said 
treBty,8tipulatsd  certain  commercial  regulations, 
and  contained  provisions  for  the  payment  of  a 
sum  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  Wnat  was  the 
conduct  of  Congress  at  that  time  7  Did  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  those  days,  which 
have  been  very  often  mentioned  as  the  golden 
age  of  pure,  unadulterated  republicanism  m  this 
country — did  the  House  of  Representatives  con- 
tend, that  the  treaty  could  not  be  carried  into  ef- 
feet,  until  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  had  been 
By  them  re-enacted  in  the  shape  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress i  No,  sir,  such  doctrine  was  not  dreamt  of 
then.  The  House  of  Representatives  consideicd 
the  treaty  as  the  supreme  Iftw  of  the  land.  They 
did  not  QueBtiott  the  right,  nor  did  they  indulge 
ill  speculations  upon  the  possible  corruption  of  a 
future  President  and  Senate.  Tbey  took  the 
treaty  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  They 
did,  with  respect  to  the  treaty,  what  the  first  Con- 
gress, which  assembled  under  oar  present  form  of 
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Gorcnimeiitdid,  with  reapeet  toth*  ConstiratioD. 
They  did  not  re-«aact  the  provisione  of  the  treaty, 
as  the  first  Congress  did  not  re-enact  the  articles 
of  the  ConstitmioD.  But,  as,  in  compliance  with 
the  articles  of  the  Constitution,  the  first  Congress 
enacted  the  necessary  laws  to  carry  that  Con&ti- 
ration  into  effect;  so  did  tbe  eighth  Congress,  in 
compliance  with  the  articles  of  the  Treaty  of 
Paris,  concluded  on  tbe  30tb  of  April,  1803,  pass 
tbe  necessary  laws  lo  oany  that  treaty  into  effect. 
Accordingly,  sir,  we  find  that  on  the  31st  of  Oc- 
tober, 18^  the  Congress  of  tbe  United  States 
passed  an  act,  a  very  short  aet^  sir,  only  two  sec- 
tions, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  take  possession  of  tbe  territories  ceded  by  France 
to  the  United  States,  by  the  treaty  coneladed  at 
Paris  on  the  30tb  of  April  last,  and  for  the  lem- 
pormiy  goTernment  thereof.  This  act,  as  I  before 
said,  is  very  short;  gire  me  leave  to  read  it.  [The 
act  was  read.J  As  you  see  sir,  this  act  does  not 
contain  any  such  provisions  as  are  contained  in 
the  act  on  yoar  uble.  Not  one  of  tbe  articles  of 
the  treaty  is  mentioned  in  that  act.  No  section 
is  to  be  found  in  it  making  an  appropriation  for 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars ;  no  section  to  eztrad  the 
rights  of  American  citizens  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ceded  territories ;  no  section  to  alter  our  com- 
mercial relations,  with  respect  to  France  and 
Spain,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  pririleges  to  be 
mated  to  the  Tessels  of  those  two  eoantries,  in 
the  ports  of  the  ceded  territories.  No,  sir,  not 
one  word  is  whispered  about  these  mighty  and 
most  important  poiots ;  and  yet,  sir,  the  treaty 
which  contains  aft  these  important  stipulations  is 
a  law.  Tbe  House  of  Represeataiires,  who  either 
origtiiated  or  gave  their  assent  to  the  set  which  I 
read — I  know  not  which,  nor  can  I  no  wascertain — 
bnt  it  is  quite  immaterial — tbe  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, I  say,  by  passing  that  act,  proclaimed 
to  the  world,  not  only  that  the  treaty,  without 
their  approbation,  was  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land^  but  that  they  themselves  eonaidered  it  so. 
As  far  as  the  doctrine  of  precedents  may  go,  the 
House  of  Representatives  are  coneluded  upon 
this  point. 

Wilt  it  be  said,  sir,  that  laws  wen  passed  after- 
wuds  by  Congress  for  the  creation  of  atook,  for 
the  payment  of  claims  of  oitizens  of  the  United 
States  on  tbe  Gtorerament  t^  France^  and  for 
other  purposes,  some  of  which,  not  alL  sir,  are  the 
same,  as  some  of  tbe  purposes  intended  to  be  ef- 
fected by  tbe  treaty  t  This  objection  may  post- 
pone tbe deeiiion oithe question,  by  necessitating 
a  further  answer.  It  cannot  alter  that  decision. 
Qive  me  leave,  Mr.  President,  to  answer  this  ob- 
jection by  patting  a  question  myself  to  the  advo- 
cates of  tbe  claims  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  this  floor.  Can  an  instrument  of  writing 
be  a  treaty,  and  no  treaty,  at  the  same  time?  Can 
the  House  of  Representatives,  admitting  them  to 
have  the  right  to  refuse  to  pass  such  laws  as  may 
be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty,  duly  and 
constitutionally  approved  and  ratified  by  tbe  Pre- 
.sident — by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate^an,  I  say,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives pass  laws  to  give  eSiect  to  ceruin  stipula- 


tions of  a  treaty,  without,  at  tbe  same  time,  ad- 
mitting that  such  other  siipolationa  of  the  same 
treaty,  without  which,  the  particalar  article  for 
the  giving  effect  lo  which,  they  have  passed  laws, 
should  not  have  been  agreed  to,  are  as  binding  as 
tbe  particular  article  to  which  they  have  given 
effect  by  a  law  ?  And  how,  sir,  can  those  other 
stipulations  be  binding  unless  they  be  a  law  t  In 
the  treaty  to  which  1  have  referred,  there  are  two 
prominent  stipulations,  to  wit:  keession  of  the 
province  of  Looiiiaoa  by  France  to  the  United 
States,  and  a  promise,  by  the  United  States,  to 
pay  fifteen  miUiona  of  dottari  to  France.  By  tbe 
act  of  ihe  31st  of  October,  1803,  the  President  of 
tbe  United  States  is  authorized  to  take  possession 
of  Louisiana ;  but  the  United  States  are  not  bonnd 
by  the  same  act  to  pay  France  fifteen  mtllioas  of 
dollars ;  yet  Congress  knew  very  well,  when  they 
passed  tbe  act  authorizing  the  President  to  take 
possession  of  Louisiana,  that  there  bad  been  con- 
tracted for  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  United  States,  an 
obligation  to  pay  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  for 
that  purpose.  Possession  could  not  be  taken  with- 
out providing  for  the  payment ;  yet  not  a  word 
is  said  about  making  provision  for  the  paymtet, 
and  possession  is  ordered  to  be  taken.  Sir,  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  payment.  The  House 
then  considered  the  obligation  to  pay  the  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the 
President  and  the  Senate  as  complete,  as  binding, 
as  beyond  their  control;  they  knew,  they  con- 
fessed, that  the  treaty  was  the  sapreme  law  of  the 
land ;  they  knew  that  they  Coald  not  add  to,  or 
detract  from  the  obligations  of  a  treaty  by  any 
act  of  theirs ;  they  said  nothing,  sir.  It  is  trae 
that  ihey  passed  afterwards  the  necessary  laws 
to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  treaty; 
and,amoBg  others,  the  provisions  which  bad  stip- 
ulated the  payment  and  mode  of  payment  of  the 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  But.  eir,  the  passing 
of  those  several  acts,  even  according  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the  most  strenooos  advocates  for  the 
claims  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  does  not 
alter  tbe  positioa  I  maintain.  The  [nssing  of 
those  acts  was  forced  upon  them.  After  carrying 
into  effect  one  article  of  the  treaty,  they  were 
bound  to  carry  every  other  article  into  effect 
These  acts,  sir,  poaterior  to  the  31st  of  October.  1803, 
do  not  re-eoael  the  articles  of  the  treaty.  They 
do  not  eontraet  the  oMigation ;  they  provide  for 
the  falfilmeat  of  tbe  obUgaiions  eontraeted  by 
the  paramount  law.  They  are  handmaids  lo 
the  law  resulting  from  the  treaty.  The  treiity 
then  was  law  before  the  enactment  of  those  aets; 
and  so,  sir,  is  ihe  treaty  lately  concluded,  witbont 
any  of  tbe  enactments  in  the  bill  on  your  table. 
During  the  time  which  elapsed,  after  parsing  the 
act  of  the  31st  of  October,  1803,  until  the  time 
when  tbe  several  atits  were  passed,  which  pro- 
vided for  the  carrying  into  effect  other  articles  of 
tbe  treaty,  those  articles  were  certainly  the  law 
of  the  land ;  and  if  they  were,  they  were  so,  not 
because  re-enacted  by  Congress,  since  it  fs  con- 
fessed on  all  bands  that  they  had  not  then  been 
j  re-enacied — they  were  so  then  only  because  they 
I  were  inserted  in  tbe  treaty.  The  treaty  then  was 
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ft  laWj  wtthoDt  the  rfr«Dft«tiiWBt  of  iht  articles  it 
CMiaiDMl  by  Congress. 

One  word  more,  Mr.  Presideoi,  and  I  hare  done. 
Bjr  the  treatroftbe  30th  of  Aprit,  1803, ibe rights 
and  priTiiegec  of  American  citizeos  were  extended 
to  ail  the  I'olwbitaats  of  the  territory  ceded  by 
that  treaif  lo  the  United  States.  Not  only  has 
no  act  been  passed  by  Ootigress  re-eoacting  the 
ftTticleof  the  treaty  which  confers  those  rights  and 
priTikgcsiw  the  people  of  the  ceded  territory ;  but, 
sir,  il  is  not  improper  to  remark,  that  the  treaty, 
soAr  as  relates  to  the  granting  of  those  rights 
aid  pririlegca,  operates  as  a  repealing  claase  of 
tie  sereral  statotes  passed  by  Coagress  prescrib- 
ing the  mode  by  which  foreigners  are  to  be  satu- 
ralized.  How,  I  ask.  how  conid  this  bare  taken 
place,  if  the  eighth  Congress  bad  not  considered 
that  the  treaty  was  a  law,  and  not  only  that  it 
was  a  law,  bat  that  it  was  a  law  lepealia^  ip$o 
facto  all  the  acts  of  Congress  which  were  m  op- 
posiiioD  to  the  treaty?  From  this  riew  of  the 
subject,  J  cannot  hesitate  a  moment  in  voting  for 
the  rejection  of  the  bill  on  yoor  table. 
Wbea  Mr.  F.  had  taken  bis  seat- 
Mr.  RoBftBTS  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows  : 
Mr.  President :  Seein^no  one  aboot  to  occupy 
the  floor,  I  rise,  thotigh  lU  prepared,  to  offer  my 
opinion.  I  sboold  do  it  under  any  oircumstaaces 
witJi  great  diffideace.  Haviac  been  under  an 
impranion  there  was  no  dissosTtion  to  enter  into 
a  diaetusioaor  this  bill,  I  had  too  much  neglected 
loming  my  thoaghts  to  its  provisioos,  until 

ratlemeo,  holding  difiereut  opinions  from  those 
am  compelled  to  form,  had  invited  discussion, 
and  almost  made  it  nnaroidable.  I  yesterday 
moTed  an  adjoamment,  with  a  view  to  a  better 
cooaderatioQ  of  the  snttject;  and  have  since 
deroied  toitsome  aitention.  I  havefouijd  it  one 
of  the  most  serious  character,  as  it  goes  to  fix  a 
high  and  important  constroction  of  the  Consti- 
tutional law.  The  ultimate  effects  of  the  deci- 
sion which  may  be  now  made,  if  it  results  in  a 
rejection  of  the  hill,  must  be  momentous,  how- 
ever light  its  immediate  ones  may  foe  esteemed. 
Gentlemen  who  bare  preceded  me  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question,  hare  the  adrantage  of 
heiag  familiarized  with  this  sort  of  diaeosstoo, 
from  their  professional  pursuits.  [Mr.  BABBona 
disdained  being  of  that  eharacter.1  The  gen- 
tlemaa  from  Tirginia,  said  Mr.  R.,  diselaims  the 
pn^ssional  character.  I  beg  hie  pardon;  the 
other  jMnilemen  I  apprehend  arc  of  that  charac- 
ter, at  least 

This  question,  Mr.  President,  presents  nothioK 
beyond  the  eompreheiuion  of  a  plain  mind,  ana 
orouiary  applicatioa. 

Several  ezeepiioDs  hare  been  taken  to  this  hill. 
It  has  been  objected  to  on  the  point  of  etiquette. 
It  is  said  it  is  maieriaUy  rariant  from  the  one 
passed  on  the  same  subject  by  this  body,  after 
soleinn  and  deliberate  coasideratioo  ;  and  that 
consistency  demands  of  us  iu  rejection.  Lastly, 
it  is  objected,  that  it  is  oonecessary,  and  must, 
if  passed,  be  of  eril  conseqaencet.  This  last  ob- 
jection, if  found  ralid.  must  be  fatal.  I  proceed 
to  show  it  is  not. 
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The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbodb) 
hsa  laid  down  the  question  now  before  us. 
"  Do^  a  treaty  repeal  a  law  that  has  had  the 
sanctioQ  of  Congress,  wiibout  its  consent?"  I 
should  rather  state  it — Does  a  treaty,  ratified 
by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  President,  be- 
come a  law  without  legislative  sanction?"  I 
contend  it  canoot  constituiioaally.  lu  adducing 
proof  of  this,  I  shall  not  recur  to  precedents,  often 
inapplicable,  and  never  satisfactory  in  the  settle- 
ment of  just  principles  of  legal  construction. 
The  Constitution  is  the  only  safe  authority  to 
which  an  appeal  can  be  made,  iu  order  to  ascer- 
tain what  powers  are  ponessed  by  any  branch 
of  Qovernment,  In  referring  to  this  instrument, 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  it  is  a  specimen 
almost  without  parallel  of  concise  and  compre- 
hensive diction.  It  contains  few  redundant 
words,  and  forming  a  whole,  which  must  be  kept 
in  riew,  to  a  just  construction  of  its  parts. 

The  first  section  of  the  first  article  declares, 
"  all  legislative  power  shall  he  rested  in  a  Coo- 
'  gress  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  consist 
'  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.*' 
This  short  clause,  Mr.  President,  will  be  found 
to  hare  a  predominating  influence  through  the 
whole  instrument.  The  language  is  so  strong, 
and  so  comprehensive,  that  nothing  can  impair 
its  force  but  a  modification  of  its  meaning,  ex- 
press and  palpable.  No  construction  by  implica- 
tion, however  strong, can  be  adeqtiate.  All  power 
of  making  laws  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress : 
it  must  be  worse  than  absurdity  to  say,  then,  that 
a  treaty  can  become  a  law  of  the  land,  without 
its  approbation.  The  following  sections  provide 
for  organizing  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  defining  the  powers  of  each :  In 
the  eighth  section^  we  find  what  Congress  bare 
power  to  do.  This  section  closes  with  a  clan&e 
of  especial  importance  in  our  present  inquiry. 
We  find  here  that,  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
'  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
'  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
'  other  powers,  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the 
'  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
'  department  thereof."  In  coming  at  a  correct 
construction  of  a  law,  much  depends  on  a  correct 
interpretation  of  words.  Those  passages  show 
that  all  powers  to  make  laws,  for  carrying  into 
execution  every  power  vested  in  the  Oovem- 
ment,  or  any  department  thereof,  (most  oh* 
viouuy  the  treaty-making  power  is  here  in- 
cludetl,)ia  by  the  Constitution  vested  in  Congress. 
Here  is  an  especial  reference,  not  only  to  fore- 
going powers,  but  all  other  powers,  subsequent 
as  well  as  precedent.  A  legislative  power  is  a 
power  to  give  laws.  All  legislative  power  is 
given  to  Congress,  and  no  other  department  of 
the  Goveroment  can  exercise  it.  If  a  treaty 
be  a  law,  to  aoy  affirmative  efiect,  it  can  only  be* 
come  so  when  it  has  been  saaciiooed  by  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives.  Tliai  the 
treaty-making  power  is  not  a  law-making  power, 
I  consider  as  already  establislied,  by  the  most  cer- 
tain construction  of  the  Coositiuiion.  But,  by 
pursuing  the  examtnatiou  of  its  other  pih)viBiona, 
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we  shall  find  in  them  confirniatioD  atroog  to  de- 
moDstration.  The  ointb  ffeeiioD  coDlaios  eicep- 
tiooi  oat  of,  aad  Hmitaiions  on  the  legislative 
power,  and  erery  other  pover  in  the  Governmeot. 
It  does  Dot  odIjt  say  they  shall  not  legislate  on  the 
subjects  enumerated,  but  do  power  in  the  Qot- 
eromeDt  shall  inrringe  upon  them.  The  dele- 
gated authorities  are  severally  and  eollectirely 
inhibited  from  any  interference  with  them.  One 
of  the  exceptions  is,  "  that  no  tax  or  duty  shall 
be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State." 
Another  is,  "no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasory,  but  io  conieqneDee  of  appropriations 
made  bf  law."  It  will  be  admitted  by  all,  that 
the  meaniDa  of  the  word  Isw,  as  used  here,  is  a 
role  prescribed  by  Congress.  A  treaty,  then,  the 
provisions  of  which  require  appropriations  to 
carry  them  into  effect,  cannot  become  an  opera* 
tire  law,  though  ratified  by  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate  and  President,  till  Congress  have  by  law 
appropriated  money  to  carry  it  into  execution. 
The  ratification  of  a  treaty,  (hen,  is  obviously  a 
very  dififerent  anthority  from  that  of  passing  laws 
to  execnie  it.  But,  it  has  been  said,  a  treaty  when 
ratified  becomes  a  law,  imposing  on  Congresn 
the  duty  to  make  appropriations,  without  option. 
This  conclusion  most  b«  incorrect — first,  brcause 
it  foes  to  make  the  President  and  Senate  the 
Icnslalire  authority,  and  the  Senate  and  House 
01  RepreseDtatives,  the  Bxeeattre  authority — 
aecono,  because  legislatioD  must  of  necessity  be 
an  act  of  free  will,  from  ttotivea  of  expediency— 
and  third,  if  the  Legislature  refuse  to  appropriate, 
there  can  be  no  coercive  remedy.  If  a  treaty, 
when  ratified,  beeomes  a  law,  it  must  bea  lawade* 

S[Qate  to  appropriating  mooey,subject  to  be  drawn 
rom  the  Treasury,  witbont  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress. The  argument  leads  to  this  conclusion, 
or  it  means  nothing.  It  would  not  have  been 
more  obviously  improper,  (o  have  stipulated  with 
Britain,  in  the  convention  this  bill  is  intended  to 
carry  into  execution,  for  the  levy  of  a  duty  on 
articles  exported  into  the  United  States,  equal  to 
the  existing  doty  on  British  exports.  This  seems 
to  be  the  unavoidable,  embarrassing  construction 
that  arises  from  attempting  to  build  up  a  sover- 
Mgn  and  little  limited  power,  on  an  insulated 
jStm  of  the  Coostitntion,  without  reference  to 
the  context. 

"Congress,"  Mr.  President,  "bare  power  to 

*  raise  and  sofpnort  armies,  but  no  appropriation 

*  of  money  to  that  use  shall  be  for  a  longer  term 
'  than  two  years."  Now,  if  the  treaty*making 
power  can  make  a  law,  as  is  contended  by  the 
olQeetors  to  this  bill,  that  imposes  on  Con- 
gress the  duly  of  appropriating  money,  on  the 
same  principle  they  can  certainly  make  a  law, 
by  treaty,  to  raise  and  support  armies.  Having 
reference  to  the  usages  of  nstions,  nothing  ia 
more  common  in  treaties  of  alliance  than  stipula- 
tions for  keeping  up  a  standing  military  force. 
The  Constitution  has,  however,  in  thin  Qovern- 
menl,  Intrusted  the  power  of  raising  armies,  to 
CoDgresB  alone.  Nay— the  House  of  Represenia- 
tirea  are  made  the  especial  guardians  against 
the  miswe  of  this  high  trait.  The  apptopria- 
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(iooB  are  limited  to  two  years.  A  new  HtHisa  of 
Representatives  must  assent  to  their  longer  con- 
tinuance. What  becomes  of  this  important  check, 
if  the  treaty-making  power  is  magnified  into  a 
high  and  sovereign  legislative  authority?  Bnt 
some  gentlemen  have  confined  it  to  international 
concerns.  But  their  objection  to  this  bill  extends 
it  to  concerns  that  are  national.  They  contend 
the  treaty  is  a  law,  without  the  consent  of  Coa- 
gress ;  if  so,  it  goes  to  impair  the  revenue,  by  a 
very  coosideraue  diminution  of  the  duties  oo 
imports  and  tonnage.  My  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  <Hr.  TATLOSf)  yestetdar  jostljr  re- 
marked, that  'We  had  heard  much  about  legiabtp 
live  pledges  of  faith  to  the  public  creditors  t  and 
be  bad  been  taught  to  believe,  that  when  made 
by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  they  could  not  be 
violated,  but  by  consent  of  both.  R^ect  this  bill, 
and  the  Senate  withdraw  the  pledge,  without 
the  consent  of  the  House,  and  have  ao  power  to 
originate  a  substitute.  If  then  the  doctrine,  that 
the  treaty-making  power  is  a  paramount  power, 
exclusively  vested  in  the  President  and  Senate, 
with  00  other  limit  than  their  discretion,  as  to 
what  are  fit  objects  for  it  to  act  upon,  and  that 
their  ratification  binds  the  nation,  as  gentlemen 
have  contended,  all  the  limitations  on  the  l^ii- 
lative  power  in  the  Constitntion  are  frivoloui^  to 
say  no  more,  and  nugatory.  If  treaties,  when 
ratified  merely,  are  the  aupreme  law  of  the  land, 
the  ameedatCHrr  clause  in  the  Conitituiion  is  of 
tittle  value.  When  a  treaty  is  made  a  law,  bf 
sanction  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
whatever  that  authority  mav  be  found  to  be,  it 
beeomes  a  pact,  binding  oo  this  nation  as  a  coa- 
traciing  party,  till  the  other  parly  infracts  the 
coveoaut,  or  it  is  done  by  us  by  act  equivalent  to 
that  ol  war.  These  may  be  ol'  lasting  effect,  and 
thus  the  Presideot  aod  Senate  may  even  preclude 
the  benefit  of  ameodmeat.  ThuK  too  must  be 
opened,  if  gentlemen's  construction  is  true,  a 
broad  and  extensive  field  foe  gradual  and  dan- 
gerous eneroachmenu  on  the  liberties  of  tbia 
people. 

Iq  the  second  article,  Mr.  President,  we  find  it 
provided,  that  "the  Executive  power  shall  be 
vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America;"  all  power  to  make  laws,  to  carry  into 
effect  any  powen  rested  in  the  Government,  or 
any  department  thereof,  is  rested  in  Congren. 
Executive  power  is  a  power  that  has  *■  the  qual- 
ity of  performing  aetire,  not  delibeiative,  not  lo- 
gi^laiive."  No  two  powers  can  be  in  their  oaiore 
more  distinct ;  nay,  even  more  opposite.  In  the 
Consiiiutional  allotment  of  the  Executive  duties, 
this  distinctoess  is  preserved  with  great  precisian. 
"  The  President  shall  he  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Army  and  Nary,  and  of  the  miliria  when 
called  into  actual  service  ;"  but,  "Congress  shall 
pass  laws  for  calling  out  the  militia,  governing," 
dbc.  The  duty  of  t^e  President  is  strictly  execu- 
tive. He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  two-thirdi  of  the 
Senators  concurring,  to  make  treaties;  and  he 
shall  DominaieLand  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
ceasaBt  of  the  Benaie  appoint  ambaaaadora ;  aod 


Cmma-ee  «>(A  Qrtai  Britain. 


Digitized  by 


HISTORY  OF  CONaRESS. 


70 


/AiiDAsr,  1816. 


Comment  wi&  Gnat  Brilain. 


SlHATI. 


ihill  take  care  the  lam  be  bitfafully  exeeaied. 
I  eaooot  find,  bf  the  remotest  imptieaiion,  aajr 
aatbority,  either  io  the  general  grant,  or  in  tbe 
enomeratioD  of  Ezpcutire  powers  given  lo  tbe 
President,  or  conjointly  to  him  and  the  Senate, 
■Dyihing  like  Legislative  authority,  except,  in- 
deed, it  be  drawn  from  the  cabalistic  words 
maketreaHet.  On  thesimple  verb  tomake,  gen- 
tlemra  rest  their  constraclion  lo  depriTe  the 
Heose  of  ReprFsentatives,  tbe  most  confidential 
hnneh  of  tbe  Gorernment,  of  their  Toice  io  ma- 
tiDf;  liws  of  tbe  land.  As  well  might  it  be  said 
the  appointment  of  an  ambassador  had  the  effect 
of  law,  and  his  oatfit  and  salary  followed  as  mat- 
ter of  eonrse.  Make,  we  understand,  is  equira- 
Int  to,  "  to  form  of  materials."  As  soon,  then,  as 
the  demeata  of  a  treaty  are  embodied,  the  siimu- 
iu  ratification  is  to  give  life  and  aetiTity  to 
tbe  inttmment,  beyond  the  eontrol  of  tbe  people** 
KpreseBtatireSy  though  em  so  aabrersire  of  their 
rights.  Bat  gentlemen  attempt  to  extend  their 
groood  of  eonsiraction,  by  referring  lo  the  sixth 
article,  which  reads,  "this  Constitutfon,  and  the 
'laws  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be  made 
'  ID  pvrsaance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  which  shall 
*  be  made  nnder  the  authority  of  the  Utiiled  Stales, 
'shall  be  ibe  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
'jndgn  in  every  Slate  shall  be  bound  thereby." 
Tbe  words  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,"  have  been  convenieotly  passed  over,  or 
ilighlly  noticed.  They  are  not  surplusage — tbeir 
meaning  is  important— a  treaty  not  made  under 
the  aatbority  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be 
tbe  law  of  tbe  land.  Here  it  is  plain  and  palpa- 
ble the  legidative  aatbority  is  included,  else  why 
all  tbe  etweks  and  limitalions  on  that  authority  1 

The  judicial  power  is  lo  exiead  to  "  all  eases  io 
bw  aod  eqaity  arising  onder  tbe  Constitution, 
tbe  laws  of  tbe  United  Sutes,  aod  treaties  which' 
shall  be  made  onder  tbeirantbority."  Thus,  twice 
is  enumerated,  in  wbtt  order  tbe  Coostitution,  the 
lam,  and  treaties  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  Sutes,  shall  sund.  In  both  cases  it 
u  precisely  the  same,  treaties  are  in  the  third 
place.  To  make  them  obiii;atory  on  the  State 
judges,  they  most  be  sanctioned  by  the  atKboriiy 
of  the  United  States.  Tbe  House  of  Represeot- 
attves  bare  by  solemn  and  deliberate  act  emphat- 
ieally  declared,  in  their  opinion,  the  commercial 
conrention  with  Great  Britain  will  not  have  been 
mode  a  lawof  tbti  land  onder  the  authority  of 
the  United  Slates,  witboat  the  consent  of  the 
Seuce  and  House  of  Representatives  in  their 
legisratirc  capacity.  Tbia  at  least  proves  the 
eonpetency  of  Ue  treatT'inakiDg  power  doubt- 
ftel— where  doubts  exist,  it  is  tbe  mfer  way  to  re- 
move tbem,  when  it  eaa  be  done.  If  the  most 
nnmeroos,  and  not  tbe  leas  eoligbtened  branch  of 
(be  Legislatnre  doobt,  may  not  tbe  Sute  judges 
donbc,  and  thoa  a  case  arise  where  one  authority 
conflicts  with  aoother  about  what  is  taw?  The 
remedy  for  this  evil  is  easy,  is  safe ;  reader  to 
the  legislative  authority  what  is  its  due. 

We  have  been  told,  Mr.  President,  the  treaty- 
nakiog  power  is  the  highest  power  exercised  in 
any  ooDDaaily ;  that  it  ia  a  aorereiga  power.  I 


apprehend  tbis  language  is  much  too  Btroiii;,  un- 
less it  is  meant  to  say  it  has  no  Hmito  bnt  lo  the 
discretion  of  those  whoexereise  it.  If,  as  we  are 
told,  this  power,  when  exercised  by  the  proper 
authority,  binds  the  natioa,  and  that  proper  au- 
thority comes  from  tbe  words  make  treaties,  then 
will  I  admit  it  is  a  sovereign  power  indeed.  Hap- 
pily, however,  I  find  by  the  Constitution  a  treaty 
law  has  no  peculiar  preference  to  a  statute  law. 
The  former  has  the  third  place,  and  the  same 
power  can  abrogate  either.  But  treaty-making 
IS  not  the  highest  act  of  power  in  this  commo- 
nity— levying  war  and  taxes,  and  regulating  jus- 
tice, are  powers  of  a  higher  character,  and  equally 
sovereign.  Bui,  geotlemen  have  admitted  thu 
power  mast  be  applied  to  a  fit  subject  to  bind  tbe 
nation.  The  other  branch  of  the  Legislatare 
says,  the  treaty  in  question  goes  to  regulate  eon* 
meree  with  foreign  natioos,  aod  Congreas  eaa 
only  do  this  by  law.  Here  then  is  not  a  fit  anb- 
ject,  and  I  apprehend  few  will  be  found  that  do 
not  require  the  assent  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
seniatires  to  make  a  law. 

Tbe  treaty-making  power,  we  are  told,  cannot 
touch  the  sword  and  thepurse— these  are  guaran- 
tied to  the  national  will.  This  leaves  little  to 
contend  aboni.  The  treaty-making  power,  if  it 
even  be  a  sabstantive  power,  will  hare  limited 
exercise  if  it  touches  not  the  sword  and  tbe  purse. 
I  do  not  know  if  I  can  enumerate  the  catalogue 
of  treaty  topics.  There  are  treaties  of  peace,  of 
amity  aod  commerce,  of  alliance,  offensive  and 
defensive,  of  limits,  of  cession,  and  of  subsidy. 
Which  of  these  can  be  touched  witboat  contact 
with  the  power  of  the  purse  aod  the  sword  f  I 
see  none  but  a  treaty  of  peace ;  it  wants  no  af- 
firmatioo.  I  contend,  however,  that  no  treaty 
which  has  aoy  operative  or  aetive  character,  ean 
have  tbe  effect  of  law  without  interfering  with 
the  aotbority  vested  in  Congress,  as  much  as 
those  relatiog  to  the  purse  and  tbe  sword.  The 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Masok) 
asks,  was  tbe  power  of  making  a  treat]r  in  tbe 
President  and  Senate  when  the  commercial  con- 
vention with  Britain  was  made?  and  adds,  they 
have  ii,  or  it  is  nowhere  granted.  I  think  I  have 
proved  it  is  granted,  and  that  they  have  it  not. 
The  gentleman  thinks  tbe  treaty-making  power 
does  not  interfere  with  the  power  of  Congress  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations.  If  treaty 
regulations  made  by  tbe  President  and  Senate  be 
law,  they  not  only  repeal  statutes  and  supersede 
the  power  of  legislaiiou  for  the  lime  beiug,  but 
during  the  existence  of  the  treaty.  This  isk  eon- 
struction  of  the  legialaiive  power  to  regalate 
commerce,  without  the  consent  of  the  most  im- 
portant branch  of  Congress.  In  this  case  it  will 
be  againet  tbeir  expressed  will.  The  legislative 
is  a  grand  power,  says  tbe  gentleman ;  the  treaty- 
making  authority  is  a  special  one.  How  is  a  spe- 
cial  incidental  power,  let  me  ask,  by  any  soiind 
rule  of  construction,  to  obliterate  a  grand  leading 
power,  such  as  that  of  legislation?  This  dispo- 
sition 10  aggrandize  the  treaty-making  power  on 
the  ruios  of  Iwislattve  authority,  resalu  in  per 
petoal  absordtty.    Beuer  to  lean  the  treaty 
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making  power,  the  gentleman  tells  as,  where  the 
people  hare  placed  it ;  it  is  there  I  wish  it  to 
remalD,  and  the  legisUtire  power  also.  It  is 
not  as  to  who  are  constitatioDally  authorized  to 
make  treaties  we  differ,  but  to  whom  it  is  given 
to  make  them  law?  It  is  an  Executive  power  in 
its  nature,  says  the  geoiIemaD,  and  every  wise 
nation  has  placed  it  there.  So  far  as  negotiation 
is  concerned,  it  is  Executive  ;  so  far  as  ratifica- 
tion is  concerned,  it  is  Executive ;  but  ibe  Ex- 
ecutive cannot  make  it  a  law  without  usurpation 
of  the  Legislative  authority.  When  the  Execu- 
tive proceeds  to  make  htwa  he  becomes  a  legisla- 
tor, and  we  arrive  at  the  absurdity  of  despotism 
by  making  his  will  the  law  of  the  land.  The 
gentleman  from  NeW  Hampshire  (Mr.  Mason) 
says  the  law  of  the  land"  is  a  common  law 
term ;  but  are  we  thence  to  go  to  common  law 
legislation  to  learn  how  the  Executive  can  make 
tfMties  the  law  of  the  land?  A  judicial  de- 
cision cannot  make  treaties  the  law  of  the  land, 
contrary  to  the  will  of  the  Xa^islatnre,  without 
usurpation. 

Gentlemen  recur  to  tbe  era  of  our  Government 
to  show  it  was  designed  to  strengthen  the  Fed- 
eral authority  ;  and  tell  us  power  is  parcelled  out 
to  tbe  different  departments.  This  affocds  a  good 
rule  hy  which  to  construe  tbe  Constitution.  It 
contains  provisions  fbra  due  and  distinct  exercise 
of  all  necessary  powers  for  the  admlBiatratioo  of 
a  just  and  free  Qovernment — on  the  one  hand, 
strong  enough  to  secure  social  security  and  hap- 
piness ;  and  on  the  otber,  restrained  from  in- 
vading either  by  a  doe  division  and  definement 
of  authority.  A  desire  to  invest  one  authority 
with  increased  power  by  construction,  must  de- 
stroy the  symmetry  of  the  system,  if  not  the  sys- 
tem itself.  Tbe  high  powers  of  legislation  are 
checked  by  two  co-ordioate  branches,  and  an 
Executive  negative,  and  they  ought  never  to  be 
exercised  in  any  otner  manner.  There  cannot, 
then,  be  two  laws  at  ooce ;  there  can  be  no  con- 
flict, 00  floubi,  no  difficulty.  All  laws  will  theo 
emanate  from  tbe  same  source,  as  tbe  sages  who 
framed  our  Government  Intended.  The  House 
of  Representatives  have  invited  us  to  this  course 
by  their  bilL 

Tbe  gentlenMU  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Babbodk) 
seems  dtsposed  to  resolve  the  quesUon  iuiu  one  of 
great  and  small  States.  He  coDcejveii  four  Slates 
might,  on  a  treaty  question  io  tbe  House  of  Bep- 
reaeuutives,  control  fourteen.  He  recalled  toe 
statement,  but  his  error,  in  point  of  numbers,  was 
small ;  one  vote,  added  to  those  of  tbe  four  largest 
Sutes,  would  make  a  quorum  of  tbat  House.  But, 
io  point  of  fact,  I  think  be  is  in  error — no  evil 
can  arise  from  this  circumstance — no  treaty  cao 
be  ratified  without  rassiiig  as  niuch  within  the 
power  of  tbe  small  Stales  as  ibe  large  ones,  nor 
go  before  the  House.  Tbe  House  will  reject  no 
treaty  but  oo  strong  grounds.  The  welfare  of  the 
small  Slates  cannot  be  more  deeply  slaked  io  a 
treaty  than  that  of  the  large  ones  in  the  event 
of  its  passage  or  rejection.  If  the  Presideal  and 
Senate  can  make  treaties  lawaoj the  land  by  their 
laUfieaUoo,  who  shall  conaerTe  the  rights  of  the 
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tbem? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Babbodb) 
has  contended,  that  tbe  Congress  have  power  to  es- 
tablish a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization;  it  has 
been  ceded,  by  Jay's  Treaty,  that  the  treaty-mak- 
ing power  can,  under  its  legitimate  exercise,  re- 
ciprocally naturalize  the  natives  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  country  of  the  other  contract- 
ing party.  An  appeal  to  that  treaty  will  not  war- 
rant such  a  construction.  It  is  urawn  up  with 
the  strictest  care  not  to  encroach  on  the  power  of 
Congress  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naiurali- 
zatioD.  With  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  I 
wilt  read  the  article :  "  Sneh  aettlers  and  traders 

*  as  shall  continue  to  reside  within  the  boundary 
'  lines;  shall  not  be  compelled  to  become  citizens 

*  of  the  United  States,  or  to  uke  any  oath  of  alle- 
'  giance  to  the  Government  thereof,  but  they  shall 
'  be  at  full  liberty  so  to  do  if  they  think  proper; 
'  and  they  shall  make  and  declare  their  election 
'  in  one  year  after  the  evacuation  aforesaid.  And 
'  all  persons  who  shall  continue  there  after  the 
'  expiration  of  tbe  said  year,  without  having  de- 
'  ctared  their  tnteolion  of  remaining  subjects  of 
'  His  Britannic  Majesty,  shall  be  considered  as 
'  having  elected  to  become  citizens  of  tbe  United 
'  States."  It  is  unnecessary  to  remark,  that  all 
this  stipulation  provides  for,  is  tbe  option  to  be- 
come, or  not  to  become  citizens.  It  merely  en- 
gages for  the  United  States,  that  no  law  ahiul  be 
mssed  to  prevent  such  as  do  not  elect  to  remaw, 
British  subjects,  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiancee 
and  become  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.FROHBMTiit)  baa 
referred  to  the  treaty  ceding  tbat  country  to  the 
United  States,  to  show  that  it  trenched  upon  the 
powers  of  CoDgcess,  io  respect  to  naturalization 
and  regulating  commerce.  Tbe  article  of  that 
treaty  which  provides  for  the  admission  of  .that 
territory  into  tbe  Uniou  as  States,  is  expressly 
worded  so  as  not  to  infract  the  Cont>titutioo.  So 
much  did  tbe  President  believe  tbe  sanction  of 
Congress  necessary  to  carry  tbat  treaty  into  ex- 
ecution, that,  immediately  on  its  ratification,  he 
sent  a  message  to  Congress,  pressing  the  speedy 
enaction  of  laws  to  give  it  effect.  But  I  cannot 
find  Ibe  slightest  evidence  of  the  President,  as 
n^otiatorf  ahowiog  ujr  disposition  to  act  under 
a  eoostruetion  of  exercising  a  sovereign  power. 
In  page  eighteen  of  tbe  Executive  papers  of  the 
second  session  of  the  twelfth  Congress,  we  find 
'  these  instructions :  "As  an  inducement  to  Great 
'  Britain  to  discontinue  the  practice  of  imprese- 
'  ment  from  American  vessels,  you  may  give 
'  assuranoe  tbat  a  law  wilt  be  passed  (to  be  re- 
'ciprocal)  to  prohibit  the  employment  of  Brit- 
'  isb  seamen  in  tbe  public  or  commercial  ser- 
'  vice  of  the  United  Sutes."  Mr.  Kussell  explains 
to  the  British  Minister,  that  this  assurance  is 
given,  under  the  sense  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ;  that  is,  that  it  involved  tbe  assent  of  Con- 
gress, over  whom  tbe  Executive  had  no  control. 
Our  Commissioners,  in  negotiating  the  conven- 
tion io  question,  referred  to  a  law  of  last  sessioo, 
to  show  the  aense  of  the  legislative  authority,  and 
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to  giTe  assannee  of  their  conearreoee  in  slipala* 
tions  to  eqniraleot  effect.  This  law  had  been 
forwarded  ts  iosimction,  do  doubt. 

The  geotlemaD  from  Vii^inia  (Mr.  Barboub) 
seemi  aware  that  bis  conatructioD  muy  be  tbonght 
to  vest  a  diogerooa  power  in  tbe  Presideai  and 
Benaiej  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  says  fae,  mast 
ntif^a  tremir,  they  are  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
tnnsof  the  States,  aod  are  men  who  hare  gone 
IftroDgb  the  ordeal  of  State  office.  The  Presi- 
Ant,  fie  adds,  is  elected  by  tbe  ]^ple,  and  must  be 
a  man  distiugnished  for  his  Tirtae  and  serricea. 
Bnt,  Ur.  President,  however  the  mode  of  consii- 
tating  tbe  Execatire  and  tbe  Senate  may  prom- 
ise the  obtainment  of  ^d  men,  it  is  obvious  and 
palpable,  that  they  are  not  tbe  farorite  deposito- 
ries of  high  discretionary  Irnst  in  the  ConslilU' 
tion.  The  House  of  Repre«ntatires  only  can 
originate  rerenne  bills.  The  House  of  Repre- 
seDtaiires  are  to  check  the  appropriations  for  the 
SDpport  of  armies  once  in  two  years.   While  the 

SmtJeman  Is  talhiog  about  the  eoDfidence  doe  to 
e  Senate,  we  all  remember^  at  the  era  our  Gh>T- 
cmment  was  established,  opinions  were  held  by 
some  not  rery  partial  to  free  GoTernment.  Soeh ; 
ofHDioDS  are  still  held.  We  can  all  remember 
with  what  feelings  the  first  Senate  assembled ; 
what  questions  were  discussed,  and  what  projects 
were  contemplated.  Public  opinion  has  made 
these  feelioffs  in  some  degpree  disappear ;  but,  in 
the  nature  <^  things,  we  may  took  for  more  here 
than  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  If  we 
look  to  tbe  powers,  the  paucity  of  numbers,  the 
veriod  of  office,  or  the  mode  of  election,  for  this 
body  are  they  calenlated  most  toallay  or  excite 
jea\oa8y7  The  plain  letter  of  tbe  Constitution 
gives  tbe  President  and  Senate  power  enough, 
witboDt  extending  it  by  constraetiTe  aothonty, 
raised  on  vague  implication. 

We  are  not  to  look  for  the  destmetton  of  the 
liberties  of  this  people,  from  a  single  stride  of  au- 
thority, bat  by  one  branch  arrogating  to  itself 

Sower  with  the  eonenrrenee  of  another,  to  the 
upangemeDt  of  a  third.  It  mast  be  by  artful 
and  gradual  encroachment,  under  cover  of  forced 
eoBstmetton,  and  bv  a  cautious  application  of 
vower  thus  obtained.  Hence,  we  are  taught  to 
fear  the  effect  of  the  precedent  the  rejection  of 
tbii  bill  mi^t  establish,  more  especially  as  it 
would  set  at  naught  the  solemn  opinion  of  tbe 
Boose  of  Representatives. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  remarks,  he  has 
endeavored  to  discuss  the  question  as  he  finds  tbe 
CoQstituttoa ;  were  a  proposition  to  amend  it  be- 
fore he  could  have  no  difficulty.  I  re(|uest 
him  to  examine  it  anew;  I  think,  fairly  inter- 

Ceted,  it  is  what  be  could  wish  it.  Let  ns  leave 
w-makiog  and  treatjr-making  where  tbe  people 
have  placed  it.  Ttea,  indeed,  shall  we  have  done 
justice  to  the  wisdom  of  those  saj^es  who  formed 
the  Constitntioa.  We  are  asked,  tf  the  President 
and  Senate  become  corrapt,  what  will  there  be 
to  preserve  tbe  House  of  Representatives?  I  an- 
swer, freqttaU  eUctioi\  and^reater  aambers. 

Need  i  DOW  remark,  hf  r.  President,  that  1  think 
this  biH  neeeasary ;  all  I  have  said  goes  to  prove 
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it.  I  had  thought  yesterday  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, not  very  difsimilar  to  tbe  bill  we  have  sent 
to  tbe  House  of  Representatives— I  had  prepared 
it.  Better  reflection  convinces  me  this  bill  is 
necessary.  Its  enactments  are  precisely  corres- 
pondent with  the  provisions  of  the  commercial 
eonveotion  with  Great  Britain.  It  will  not  be 
enough  that  tbe  courts  shall  look  to  that  inalru- 
ment  for  tbe  law,  tbe  statute  ought  also  to  be  bo- 
fore  them. 

On  tbe  subject  of  etiquette,  it  ill  becomes  us  to 
be  very  punctilious.  Tbe  bill  passed  by  this 
body  was  not,  on  my  part,  a  very  deliberate  act; 
nor  was  it  to  be  looked  for,  that  it  should  have 
arrested  tbe  House  on  tbe  passage  of  their  own 
bill,  from  the  time  of  its  arrival  on  their  uble. 

It  has  been  my  desire,  Mr.  President,  to  pre- 
serve that  coolness  in  the  delivery  of  my  senti- 
ments which  is  dne  to  this  body,  and  tbe  dignity 
of  tbe  subject.  Declamation  and  rhetorical  Aonr- 
ish  has  been  made  to  give  place  to  sober  ex- 
amination, and  a  desire  only  to  justify  what  I 
find  to  be  my  duty,  in  the  vote  I  am  to  give.  My 
conviction  is  clear,  the  bill  ought  to  pass. 
Wfaen  Mr.  Robbkts  sat  down- 
Mr.  AIacon,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  as  the 
reading  of  the  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate 
twice  on  the  same  day,  had  been  noticed,  and 
that  too  with  reference  to  a  role  which  made  it 
necessary  for  the  second  reading  to  be  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  tbe  House,  be  felt  it  his 
duty  to  slate,  that  when  it  was  read  the  secoad 
time,  it  was  not  on  bis  table,  and  that  while  it 
was  reading  the  third  time,  it  was  laid  on  it  wet, 
not  in  time  to  be  read  before  the  bill  was  passed. 
He  did  not  object  to  the  third  reading,  because 
be  bad  but  a  few  days  before  taken  his  seat,  and 
did  not  like  so  very  soon  lo  be  tbe  only  objecting 
member,  to  that  which  appeared  to  be  the  gen- 
eral wi«i  of  the  Senate.  He  did  not  blame  any 
one  for  the  reading  of  the  bill  twice  on  tbe  same 
day  that  it  passed ;  If  blame  attached  to  any  per- 
son, it  was  to  himself.  He  had  fraitkly  stated 
the  grounds  on  which  he  acted ;  perhaps  it  might 
be  a  sort  of  &lse  delicacy.  He  eonsidmd  it  d« 
to  tbe  Senate  to  say  that,  when,  on  tbe  next  daiy, 
be  objected  to  tbe  reading  of  a  bill  a  second  time 
on  tbe  same  day.  it  was  done  under  the  painful 
recollection  of  what  had  taken  place  the  day  be- 
fore, and  with  no  view  to  delay  the  public  bust> 
ness,  or  to  thwart  the  inclination  of  the  Senate. 

M.r.  M.  said,  as  be  was  now  up,  he  should  give 
some  of  the  reasons  which  would  induce  him  to 
vote  for  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives— in  doing  which  he  promised  to  be  very 
short.  He  agreed  with  the  gentlemen  who  dif- 
fered with  him  as  to  tbe  propriety  of  passing  the 
bill,  that  the  Constitution  should  be  so  construed 
as  to  sive  to  every  part  Its  full  effect,  and  to 
every  department  of  tbe  Governmeot  tbe  power 
allotted  10  it,  and  that  no  department  should  at- 
tempt to  encroach  on  the  power  delegated  to  u- 
other.  If  one  should  unfortunately  make  the 
attempt,  he  would  add  that  it  ought  to  be  imme- 
diately resisted.  With  renwct  to  what  had  beea 
said  about  the  House  of  Represeautive«s  he 
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would  ooly  observe  ihat  he  bad  been  a  member 
of  it,  and  never  witnessed  ao  attempt  to  eoeroaeh 
OD  toe  powers  delmted  to  others;  nor  did  he 
beiieve  a  ease  eonla  be  found  wbleb  wonld  estab- 
lish the  fact  that  the  attempt  had  been  made. 
The  time  of  their  service  forbids  it.  The  attempt 
will  nevef  be  made  by  either  House,  unless  there 
shall  be  moeb  of  what  is  called  the  spirit  of  the 
corps  among  the  members^  and  two  years  is  too 
short  time  for  much  to  be  acquired.  Certainly 
a  great  deal  more  may  be  acquired  in  six ;  nor 
can  it  be  supposed  that  the  numbers  of  that 
House  can  so  readily  acquire  tt  as  (he  few  of  this. 
The  time  of  service  is  as  one  to  three,  and  the 
number  of  members  somewhere  about  five  to 
out.  The  lime  of  service  is  two  years  shorter 
than  that  of  the  President,  and  that  of  the  Sen- 
ate two  years  lonsrer;  it  would,  therefore,  seem 
that  if  any  two  of  the  legislative  departments 
were  to  combine  (he  spoke  only  of  the  qualified 
Icgislttire  character  of  the  President)  to  encroach 
on  the  powers  delegated  to  the  other,  that  the 
time  of  service  would  be  a  great  eonuderation  in 
forming  the  combination,  and  that  wonld  be  suf- 
ficient to  prevent  the  House  of  Representatives 
from  being  one. 

If  the  treaty-making  power  be  as  ^reat  as  has 
been  contended  for,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  but  two  powers 
which  might  not  be  taken  away  by  it,  neither  of 
which  were  of  the  most  pleasant  kind — one  to 
impeach,  the  other  to  originate  revenue  bills. 
The  last  meniioned,  the  late  ireaiy  has  slightly 
and  indirectly  touched.  If  the  asseot  of  the 
House  be  not  necessary  to  repeal  the  law  impos- 
ing higher  duties  on  foreign  ships,  and  goods  im- 
ported in  tbem^  than  on  American  ships,  and 
goods  imported  in  tbi^  the  treaty  does  net  origi- 
nate a  revenue  inl\,  but  it  lessens  the  tax  on  at' 
eign  ships,  and  goods  imported  in  them,  aoeord- 
iog  to  the  opinion  of  those  who  oppose  the  bill, 
and  that  too  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic debt.  To  lessen  a  tax.  seems  to  be  about  the 
same  thing  as  to  repeal  a  nigher  and  lay  a  lower 
tax  on  the  same  ariicle.  If  the  President  and 
Senate  can  lessen  one  tax  by  treaty,  they  most 
assuredly  can  every  one.  Of  what  value,  ihen^  is 
the  power  lo  originate  revenue  bills,  or  legistaiive 
pledges  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  if  the  two 
departments  of  the  Qovernment  which  cannot 
originate  a  revenue  bill,  nor  of  themselves  pledge 
the  revenue,  cao,  by  treaty  with  a  foreign  Power, 
reduce  the  taxes,  and,  to  the  amount  reduced,  do 
away  the  pledge.  To  make  such  a  power  work 
wdl,  it  oaght  to  have  the  authority  to  origioate 
leveoae  bill^  pass  and  pledge  them,  or  to  compel 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  give  their  aid  to 
carry  their  measures  into  execution.  The  House 
of  Representatives,  like  every  deliberative  assem- 
Uy,  cannot  act  under  compulsion,  but  must  act, 
to  act  rightly,  according  to  its  own  judgment  and 
diacretioo.  If  a  treaty  can  reduce  a  tax  without 
the  consent  of  the  House  of  Representatives]  why 
not  raise  one?  Nothing  seems  more  clear  than 
that  it  ought  to  require  the  same  power  lo  do 
•ilheT  of  the  acts.  Bnl  to  make  tbis^  if  possiid^ 
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more  plain,  he  would  ask  what  would  have  been 
thon^nt  of  the  Constitution  at  the  time  tt  was 
considered  and  debated  in  the  Slate  conventions 
which  adopted  it,  if,  at  the  end  of  the  article 
which  delegates  legislative  power  lo  Congres^ 
not  to  the  President  and  Senate,  a  clause  had 
been  added  to  this  effect,  that  the  President  and 
Senate  might,  by  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  Qovem- 
ment,  repeal  whatever  acts  Congress  might  pasa? 
U  they  can  repeal  one,  tber  may  every  one ;  and 
if  they  can  reduce  the  tax  beforemeottoned,  they 
can  undoubtedly  repeal  it;  and  if  the  treaty- 
makiog  power  can  of  itself  rightfully  act  on  one 
of  the  powers  del^ated  to  Congress,  it  can  on  all. 
If  the  construction  which  the  friends  of  the  bill 
oppose  be  the  true  one,  then  the  Constitution 
would  not  have  been  changed  by  the  supposed 
additional  clause.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
will  pardon  me  for  sayiog,  that  no  clause  can  be 
found  in  the  Conatituiion  which  secures  to  the 
Honse  of  Representatives,  or  to  Congress.  Uie 
sword  and  the  purse,  if  the  power  to  lay  and  c^- 
leet  dnties  and  imposts,  and  to  regulate  irad^  is 
not.  Every  power  delegated  to  Congress  is  in 
the  same  article.  There  is  no  exception  in  favor 
of  the  sword  or  purse ;  if  the  treaty-making  power 
includes  one,  it  must  all,  for  all  are  grantra  alike. 
The  late  treaty  touches  the  purse  to  th«  amooat 
of  the  tax  reduced. 

If  the  assent  of  Congress  be  not  necessary  to 
equalize  the  duties  on  foreign  and  American  ships 
and  goods  imported  in  them,  why  pass  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  which  cooiaios  the  principle  of 
(be  bill,  and  ought  to  be  considered  as  settling 
the  question?  The  bill  ought  now  to  pass,  or  the 
act,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  was  useless;  because 
the  treaty-making  power  could  do  of  itself  that 
which  the  act  proposed  to  foreign  Qovernnnnts. 
According  to  his  eonstrnetion^  which  jsnre  to 
every  part  of  the  Coastiintion  ita  fbll  effect,  and 
to  every  department  ot  the  Oorernment  the 
power  granted  to  itj  the  reason  was  obviousi;  it 
was  one  of  tbe  subjects,  the  power  over  which 
had  been  granted  to  Congress;  it  was  therefore 
necessary  tnat  Congress  should  act,  as  it  ought 
always,  in  every  such  case;  nor  was  there  any 
just  cause  to  apprehend  a  difficulty  in  making 
treaties  under  this  construction ;  indeed,  he 
thought  the  chairman  of  the  committee  (Mr. 
BiBBj  to  whom  tbe  bill  bad  been  referred  had 
satisfactorily  shown,  that,  in  practice,  the  con- 
struction be  contended  for  bad  been  adopted,  and 
that  no  inconvenience  had  been  discovered  by 
experience.  Suppose  the  Constitution  to  be  of 
more  doubtful  construction  thaa  it  really  is,  and 
the  practice  not  settled,  ought  not  that  conatrne- 
tioa  and  that  practice  to  be  adopted  which  would 
best  accord  with  its  principles,  and  of  course  be 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  general  welfare ; 
and  would  not  such  coostrnciion  and  such  prac- 
tice recommend  the  passing  of  the  bill  1  The 
question  is  not  however  one  of  expediency,  but 
whether  the  construction  makes  tbe  bill  neces- 
sary. It  is  my  endeavor  to  show  that  it  does. 
The  construction  contended  for  is  warranted  by 
that  great  prineipto  which  eharacterixes  all  the 
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Ameriean  GoTcrammts — that  the  majority  shall 
gawen ;  ihe  nufieation  ofs  treaty  by  two-thirds 
of  the  Senate  aoder  the  present  CoDstitatioD,aiii] 
ty  nine  States  ooder  the  old  ConfederatioD,  as 
well  u  the  provirion  for  ibe  adoption  of  the  Con- 
■litatioD  by  Dice  Slates,  he  believed,  were  all  hot* 
lomed  oa  that  priaciple.  This  be  thoaght  would 
salisftelorily  appear  by  atteDdiog  to  the  oamber 
of  Representatires  apportioned  to  the  States.  By 
tbeConveDtion  whicQ  framed  the  present  Con' 
stitotioo,  the  whole  number  was  Biziy-firej  of 
wbieh  Massachasetts  had  eighty  New  Tork  six, 
Pennsylranta  eight,  and  Virginia  tea;  this  sap- 
potts  tne  opinion  adranced,  that  aoy  nine  States 
under  the  Confederation  were  supposed  to  con- 
tain a  majority  of  the  people;  heace,  under  that 
GoTemment  itrequirea  nine  of  the  thirteen  States 
to  ratify  a  treaty ;  and  this  also  accounts  for  the 
two-tbtrda  in  the  Senate.  The  fixing  on  this 
mtmbcr  was  doubtless  to  aeenre  the  same  priuei- 
ple  when  the  new  States  sbould  be  admitted  into 
the  Union,  and  the  few  cases  in  which  the  House 
of  Bqtreaentatires  were  not  to  act;  but  not  to 
■Iter  or  chanee  the  power  granted  to  any  de- 
partment of  Ine  OoTernment ;  certainly  not  to 
give  the  treaty-making  pdwer  an  authority  orer 
the  reTenoe^  because,  from  the  rule  by  which 
Represeotatires  was  apportioned,  and  the  admis- 
sion of  new  States  into  the  Union,  it  would 
readily  have  occurred  that  this  might  give  the 
whole  power  delegated  to  the  Government  to  a 
minority.    Such  an  orersight  wtlt  not  be  im> 

Sated  to  the  Convention.  In  fact,  if  a  treaty  can 
o  away  a  law,  which  it  required  Congress  to 
pass,  it  follows,  that  a  minoritv  of  the  nation,  by 
theic  Senators  and  the  Presioent,  can  undo  that 
which  a  majority  by  their  Represenutives  in 
•mr  department  of  the  aovernment  bad  done. 
To  be  coDTineed  of  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
attend  to  the  role  by  which  Electors  to  vote  for 
the  President  are  apportioned  among  the  States; 
and  to  the  fact^  that  two-thirds  of  the  Stales,  the 
smallest  certainly,  have  not  a  majority  of  the 
people.  Any  construction  which  gives  this  power 
to  a  minority,  is  a  departure  from  the  great 
American  principle  before  stated,  that  a  majority 
ihall  govern.  Is  it  possible,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  wise  and  good  men  who  formed  the  Consti- 
tution intended  that  a  minoritjr  should  govern, 
and  that,  too,  by  the  treaty-making  power? 

Every  Government  treating  with  aaotber,  is 
aopposed  to  understand  the  treaty-makiog  power 
of  toe  Government  with  which  it  treats,  no  mat- 
ter where  lodnd,  whether  in  the  Executive 
alone,  or  in  Uie Exeentire  and  Legislatore  jointly. 
In  Bogland,  when  the  King,  by  treaty,  promises 
to  pay  money,  every  Government  in  Europe 
knows  that  he  cannot  pay  it  without  the  consent 
of  Parliament,  and  that  he  must  apply  to  that 
body  for  it,  whether  an  article  be  in  the  treaty  or 
not  for  «Qch  application.  So  well  established  ts 
the  rule,  and  so  weU  do  Qovernments  anderatand 
the  power  of  each  other,  that  France  never  com- 
plained after  she  had  made  treaties  with  the  old 
Congreas,  in  the  year  1778,  that  Congress  had 
M  Conatilotional  anthority  to  make  or  eicente 


treaties.  There  was  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  because 
the  articles  of  Confederation  were  not  adopted  by 
the  States  till  the  year  1781. 

If  in  every  ease  a  treaty  is  law  as  soon  as  it  is 
ratified  by  the  President,  the  word  law  mnsi  have 
two  different  and  distinct  meanings  in  the  Con- 
stitution, or  money  may  be  drawn  from  the  Trea- 
sury by  a  treaty  appropriation.  The  wordt  are, 
DO  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but 
in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law: 
not  by  acts  of  Congress  or  treaties,  but  law;  and 
acts  and  treaties  are  both  law.  Then  both  may 
appropriate  and  both  draw  money  from  the  Trea- 
sury ;  this  construction  gives  the  treaty-making 
power  in  the  United  States  more  authority  than 
It  has  in  Bogland.  The  late  treaty  will  prevent 
money  from  going  into  the  Treasnry ;  it  might 
with  as  much  propriety  have  drawn  money  oat 
of  it ;  if  he  was  mistaken^  the  treaty-making 
power  was  only  limited  by  the  Constitution;  u 
might  treat  on  any  and  every  power  delegated  to 
the  General  Government;  it  might  make  and  ex- 
ecute a  treaty  of  subsidy;  in  fact,  it  might  pat 
the  nation  in  a  state  of  war,  which  Congress  alone 
have  the  power  to  declare ;  and  according  to  treaty 
law,  a  part  of  the  difficulty  on  this  important  and 
interesting  question  has  no  doubt  been  produced 
by  an  improper  construction  of  that  part  of  the 
CoostituiioQ  which  delegates  power  to  Congress 
to  declare  war;  under  this  power,  Congress  had 
passed  a  law  to  declare  war,  whereas,  according 
to  bis  understanding,  it  only  required  a  statement 
made,  after  the  manner  of  the  civilized  world,  of 
the  causes  which  prodnced  the  declaration ;  to  a 
war  thus  declared,  a  Treaty  of  Peace  properly 
pat;an  end ;  there  would  be  no  law  to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Jefferson's  letters,  when  Seeretary  of  StatOi 
on  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  17^  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, had  been  Introdnced  to  show  that  he  under- 
stood that  treaty  to  be  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
that  it  was  so  understood  in  the  nation,  and  that 
under  Mr.  Jay's  treaty  the  people  at  Detroit  held 
land.  With  respect  to  the  Treaty  of  1783,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  old  Congress 
had  power  to  make  treaties,  but  none  to  execute 
them;  the  execution  depended  entirely  on  the 
governments  of  the  States,  who  did  as  they 
pleased.  He  thought  no  argument  could  be  drawn 
from  any  fact  connected  with  that  treaty  against 
the  bill.  The  treaty  of  Mr.  Jay,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  people  at  Detroit,  and  everything 
which  has  since  been  done  touching  the  boundary 
line,  ought  to  be  considered,  as  it  certainly  wa^ 
a  continuation  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  the  year 
1783,  with  the  intent  to  its  full  and  fair  exeeo- 
lion.  The  people  at  Detroit  were,  at  the  time  of 
that  treaty,  in  the  same  sitaation  that  the  people 
of  the  other  parts  of  the  nation  were  in  the  year 
1783.  The  Whigs,  with  their  property,  remained 
in  the  United  Sutes,  and  the  Tories,  with  theirs, 
left  them.  A  foreigner  holding  land  under  Mr. 
Jay's  treaty,  held  against  State  laws,  and  not 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States.   This  is 

firovided  for  in  the  Constitution;  it  has  not, there- 
ore,  any  bearing  on  the  point  in  debate.  The 
ease  of  LonisianB  has  also  been  mentioned,  with 
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tbe  intention  to  show  the  opioioa  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son and  the  then  CoDsress;  it  was  only  necessary 
to  add,  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  geDtleman 
from  Geo^ia,  that  whoerer  would  be  at  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  Message  of  Mr.  Jeffersoo, 
communicated  to  ibe  House  of  Representatives 
with  the  treaty  by  which  the  country  was  ac- 
quired, will  see  the  reason  why  both  the  acts  no- 
ticed were  not  passed  at  the  same  time,  and  that 
he  expressly  calls  for  legislatire  aid  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  A  similar  call  was  made  in  tbe 
case  of  the  British  Treaty  finished  under  bis  Ad- 
ministration. It  is  confidently  believed  thatneither 
of  the  cases  show  his  or  Ibe  ojtinion  of  Congress 
to  be  aninst  the  conatruction  for  which  tbe 
frieoda  <H  the  bill  contend ;  bat,  oo  (he  contrary, 
that  both  support  it. 

He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolina,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  that  ours  ts  a  GoTerc- 
meat  of  suspicion  /  erery  election  proves  it  j  the 
power  to  impeach  prorei  it;  the  history  of  Caesar, 
of  Cromwell,  and  Bonaparte,  proves  that  it  onght 
to  be  so  to  remain  free.  He  promised  to  be  short, 
and  would  sit  down. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  said,  this  subject 
had  assumed  a  d^ree  of  imporiaoce,  from  tbe 
course  tbe  debate  had  taken,  to  which,  at  first,  it 
did  not  appear  entitled.  As  be  differed  in  opin- 
ion from  some  of  tbe  gentlemen  who  spoke  oo 
each  side  of  tbe  question,  he  deemed  it  a  duty, 
though  it  had  not  been  in  his  power,  from  a  cause 
known  to  gentlemen^  to  give  tne  subject  that  con- 
aidention  to  which  it  was  entitled,  to  lay  before 
the  Senue  a  hrief  view  of  the  grounds  on  whieh 
he  ahonld  act. 

It  may  be  proper,  said  Mr.  C.^  to  inquire,  in 
the  first  place,  what  the  subject  »  oa  wnich  we 
are  callea  to  legialaie.  A  treaty  has  been  made 
by  the  proper  authorities,  containing  provisions 
relating  to  eommerccj  whieh  affect  your  Bsoai 
resulatioQs.  and  may  diminish  your  revenue}  tbe 
Chief  Magistrate  of  tbe  nation,  under  whose  in- 
structions it  was  n^otiated,  and  to  whom  is  in- 
trusted, by  the  Constiiutioo,  the  "  faithful  execu- 
tion" of  tbe  laws,  lays  it  before  you,  and  "  recom- 
mends such  legutativeprovtsions  as  it  may  call 
for  on  tbe  part  of  the  United  States."  On  the 
one  side  it  is  contended,  that  no  legislative  enact- 
ment is  necessary ;  that  the  treaty  is  complete, 
and  may  be  executed  by  the  proper  officers  and 
tribuQib  of  Qovcrnment ;  and  some  have  gone  so 
&r  as  Co  assert,  that  not  only  this,  but  every  other 
tnatf.eonstitutionaUir  mad&  is  complete  without 
the  aid  of  a  law ;  and  repeab  all  laws  opposed  to 
its  provisions.  On  the  other  it  is  insisted,  that 
thia  treaty  cannot  be  executed  without  a  law  to 
carry  its  provisions  into  effect ;  and  on  this  side 
some  have  contended,  that  no  treaty  affecting 
existing  laws  is  complete  without  the  sanction 
of  a  lestslaiive  act,  at  least  repealing  those  laws 
opposed  to  its  provisions.  He  could  not,  Mr.  C. 
said,  uree  to  the  doctrine  advocated  on  either 
side  01  this  question,  carried  to  the  extent  contend- 
ed for.  A  fair  construction  of  the  several  clauses 
of  the  Constitution,  relating  to  this  subject,  would  j 
not,  in  bis  opinion,  suppott  it  I 
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It  may  be  proper  here,  said  Mr.  C,  in  order  to 
a  more  distinct  understanding  of  tbe  quesiioit  im- 
der  discussion,  lu  inquire : 

1.  What  a  treaty  is,  independent  of  the  char- 
acter given  it  by  the  Constitution  7  and, 

2.  What  it  becomes  in  virtue  of  that  character  1 

1.  A  treaty,  independent  of  tbe  character  given 
it  by  tbeConstitutloD, may  bestated  to  be,aeom- 
pact  between  two  or  more  independent  States, 
mutually  binding  on,  and  pledging  tbe  faith  of 
each,  for  the  performance  of  the  stipulations  it 
contains.  The  manner  in  which  these  stipula- 
tions shall  be  carried  into  effect,  most  depend  oa 
the  nature  of  the  governments  of  tbe  respective 
States.  If  the  Elxeculive  and  Lejcislative  powers 
are  vested  In  the  same  person,  as  in  tbe  case  of  a 
despotic  Qovernment}  the  promulgation  alone  of 
the  treaty  may  be  considered  as  at  once  giving  it 
all  tbe  binding  force  requisite  to  tbe  fuU  execu- 
tion of  its  provisions;  tbe  fiat  of  tbe  despot  car- 
rying with  it  Legislative  as  well  as  Executire 
sanction.  In  such  a  case,  the  power  that  negoti- 
ates a  treaty  executes  it ;  and  the  question  now 
before  you  canootarise.  Butit  is  otherwise  with 
Governments  differently  organized.  Where  the 
Legislative  power  is  vested  io  a  branch  of  the 
Government  distinct  from  that  exercising  the 
Executive  ^ower,  a  treaty  made  by  the  latter  re- 
quiring legislative  provisions  for  its  fulfilment, 
can  only  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  that  its 
Legislature  will  enact  the  laws  requisite  for  that 
purpose ;  and  in  such  case  it  must  rest  on  the  will 
of  the  Legislature,  whether  the  treaty  shall  be 
carried  into  effect  or  not.  Thus,  in  England,  no 
treatjr,  containing  stipulatioos,  materiall^r  affecting 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  is  carried  uto  effect, 
without  being  laid  before  Parliament  for  its  sanc- 
tion, and  for  such  legislative  enactments  as  its 
provisions  may  require. 

This  difference,  in  the  manner  of  executing  the 
provisions  of  a  treaty  by  different  Governments, 
according  to  the  organization  of  each,  is  not  ne- 
cessarily productive  of  any  injurious  consequen- 
ces. At  tbe  time  a  treaty  is  lormed,  the  nature 
of  the  Governments,  parties  to  it,  is  known ;  and 
the  coafideoce  reposed  in  the  fulfilment  of  ita 
stipulations,  must  depend  oo  the  reliance  placed 
in  the  national  faith  which  is  pledged  by  it. 
Each  party  agrees  to  it,  with  a  distinct  under- 
standing, that  lis  full  execution  depends  upon  the 
concurrence  of  the  proper  departments  in  each 
Government,  in  adopting  the  requisite  legal  pro- 
visions  for  carrying  its  stipulauons  into  wet ; 
and  knowing  at  the  same  time,  that  if  one  paity- 
fails  to  execute  its  provisions,  the  others  are  no 
longer  bound  tberebv.  From  this  view  of  a  treaty, 
considered  independent  of  the  Constitutional  pro- 
vision, it  does  not  seem  to  possess  the  power  as- 
cribed to  it,  of  repealing  exuting  laws  opposed  to 
its  provisions,  or  of  going  into  operation  in  tdi 
cases,  without  tbe  aid  of  legislative  enactmenL 

He  would  next,  Mr.  C.  said,  inquire,' 

2.  What  a  treaty  became  in  virtue  of  the  char- 
acter given  to  it  by  the  Constitution? 

That  instrument  declares,  that  "alt  treatiea 
'  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  author- 
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■  itjr  of  the  United  States,  sball  be  the  eapieme 
*  lew  of  tbe  land ;  eiid  tbe  judges  id  every  State 
'  ihall  be  bouod  thereby ;  aoytStnj;  io  the  consti- 
'  totion  or  laws  of  aajr  Sute  to  tbe  cootrarjr  not- 
'  withftanduig.'' 

On  the  ofle  faaod  it  is  contended,  (Mid  Mr.  C.,) 
tbatby  this  prorision  a  treaty  is  made  paramount 
to  all  exisiii^  lam  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  to  liie  laws  and  constitutions  of  tbe  aereral 
Sutea^  and  at  once  repeals,  or  at  least  remores 
oat  of  its  waf ,  sneh  as  are  opposed  to  its  atipola- 
tiow;  on  the  other,  that  it  Is  paramount  onlf  to 
the  eonatituttons  and  laws  of  the  respeetiTe  States 
■nd  cannot,  withoat  the  sanction  of  the  National 
Legislatnre,  control  a  law  of  the  Oeneml  Gor- 
emnent. 

I  cannot,  said  Mr.  C^,agree  with  tbe  argnmentf 
adranced  on  either  side  of  ibis  question,  carried 
to  their  full  extent.  It  would  seem  stmciently 
clear  that,  by  this  prorision,  a  treaty  ae^inired  the 
character  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  at  least 
for  some  purposes ;  and  tbe  only  important  in- 
qiu'rjr  appears  to  be,  whether  it  does  so  for  all  pur- 
poses,  and  in  regard  to  all  subjeets  to  which  it 
maj  relate ;  and  if  net,  for  what  purposes,  and  io 
regard  to  what  subjects  it  acquires  tbat  character? 
The  solution  of  this  inquiry  inrolres  tbe  giving 
a  correct  construction  to  the  Constitutional  pro- 
vision in  question.  To  enable  us  to  do  this,  it 
will  be  neeeasarr  to  refer  to  sBch  other  clauses  of 
thai  iosirament  as  relate  to  the  same  subject; 
and,  by  eomparing  them  togedier,  see  how  &r 
thejr  control  or  explain  each  other.  For  the  same 
rules  of  construction  that  are  adopted  ia  regard 
to  other  instruments  of  the  like  kind,  as  statute 
laws,  will  equally  apply  to  this;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that,  by  a  due  observance  of  these  rules, 
most  of  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  this 
discussion  may  be  remedied.  It  is  laid  down  as 
a  rule  that,  in  the  construction  of  one  part  of  a 
sutute,  every  other  part  ought  to  be  taken  into 
consideration,  and  oae  part  construed  by  another; 
also,  tbat  a  statute  should  be  so  construed,  tbat  no 
clause,  sentence,  or  word,  should  be  superfluous 
or  void  i  and  further,  the  general  words  in  one 
clause  of  a  statute  may  be  restrained  by  the  par- 
tievlni  words  in  a  subsequent  clause  in  the  same 
sutttte.  Apply  those  rules  to  the  ease  before  us. 
The  fint  clause  in  the  Constitation  declare^ 
"  Umi  aU  l^islative  powers  therein  gianied  shall 
bo  vested  la  a  Congress  of  the  United  Buie^ 
whieh  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Bepreseawivec."  If  this  clause  be  considered 
alooe^  and  Qnconneeted  with  the  snbsequem  pro- 
vision* of  that  instrument,  relating  to  the  same 
subject,  it  vroold  go  a  great  waj  to  support  the 
doarine  eootendsd  for,  that  a  law  being  consid- 
ered the  ottapriag  of  legislative  power,  can  only 
emanate  from  the  National  L^idatore,  thus  con- 
stituted tbe  sole  d^mtory  of  nil  such  powers. 
And  an  honorable  geaileiaan  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  TAannH)  bas,  with  coasiderable  force,  stated 
that,  as  by  this  provision  of  the  Constitution,  all 
legislative  powers  were  vested  in  Congress,  he 
CMld  not  perceive  how  any  such  power  could  be 
eonsidfired  as  vetted  in  aajr  other  deinvtmeM  of 
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the  Qovernmeoi,  or  bow  a  ueaiy.  made  by  the 
President  and  Seoaie  alone,  could  be  viewed  as  a 
law.  But  when  we  consider  tbis  daute  io  con- 
nexion with  the  subsequent  provisions  of  that  tn- 
strumenl,  relating  to  tbe  same  subject,  the  force 
of  tbia  argumeot  will  be  found  to  be  greatly  di- 
minished, if  not  entirely  done  away.  By  one  of 
those  provisions  it  is  declared,  that  "  be  (the  Pres- 
<  ident)  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  tbe  advice 
*  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties ; 
'  provided  two-tbirds  of  tbe  Senators  present  con- 
'  cur;"  and  by  another,  being  that  first  referred  to, 
toeh  treaty,  when  so  made,  is  declared  to  "  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land."  Thus  the  Preiideat 
and  Senate  are,  ia  express  terms,  authorized  to 
make  a  treaty,  which  is  prononneed,  in  terms 
equallv  clear,  a  law  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  other  laws,  made  pursuant 
to  the  Constitution.  They  must,  therefore,  be 
considered  as  vested  with  some  portion  of  Isgie- 
latire  power;  and  if  so,  tbe  general  expression, 
"all  legislative  powers,"  used  in  tbe  first  clause 
of  tbe  CoDGtitutioD,  cannot  be  eonstraed  acoMid- 
ing  to  the  literal  meaning  of  the  words,  but  must 
be  coiMidered  as  restrained  by  tbe  express  terms 
of  tbe  subsequent  provisions  already  referred  to, 
and  as  only  vesting  those  general  powers,  subject 
to  the  modifications  thus  imposed.  This  conairnc- 
tion  is  supported  by  the  rules  already  notioed,aod 
will  be  further  itreogthened  by  another  view 
which  may  be  taken  o(  the  s^ibject.  If  those  sev- 
eral provisions  were  eonstrued  aecording  to  the 
litersi  import  of  the  words  used  ia  each,  they 
would  be  iDoonsiateot  with  each  other,  and  some 
of  the  expressions  or  words  wonld  become  super- 
fluous or  void;  but  this  is  contrary  to  one  of  the 
clearest  rules  of  coostraction,  by  which  every 
clause,  expression,  and  word,  is,  if  possible,  to 
have  some  meaning— some  operative  efieet — and 
all  to  be  reconciled  and  rendered  consistent  with 
each  other.  In  tbe  eonstrucdon  of  instruments 
of  this  kind,  we  should  likewise  keep  in  view  the 
particular  subject  to  which  each  provision  iflune- 
diately  relates;  construe  the  words  used  with  a 
particular  reference  to  that  subject,  and  endeavor 
to  ascertain  the  intention  of  the  makers,  rather 
than  be  guided  solely  by  tbe  literal  import  of 
the  words;  and  here  the  maxim,  "gui  harit  in 
lUtra,  heent  m  eerCio^"  might  well  apply.  The 
fiamers  of  the  Coostitotion,  when  adopUng  the 
Aral  clause,  must  have  had  ia  view  the  distri- 
bution of  the  geneml  power*  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  among  the  several  departments  tberW. 
That  elaoae  relate*  exclusivdy  to  Congress  as 
the  great  depository  of  general  legislative  pow- 
ers, and  riieuld  be  construed  wiui  a  particular 
reference  to  the  functions  tbey  are  to  pe^orm. 
For  tbe  purposes  of  internal  l^slation,  no  doubt, 
all  Legislative  powers  are  rcsud  in  them,  in  et- 
elusion  to  the  other  departments  of  the  Govern- 
meat.  Bat  it  does  not  follow,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  tbat  those  powers  carried  with  tbem 
tbe  authority  to  direct  and  control  tbe  manage- 
ment of  our  foreign  relations.  That  subject  was 
not  then  taken  into  view ;  it  was  considered  in  a 
BUbeaqaent  put  of  tbe  Constitation ;  and  a*  it 
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was  suppoied  Coogreu  could  not  eontitteotly 
eairy  on  our  negotiations  with  foreiffo  Sutes, 
the  power  to  do  so  was  rested  in  the  President 
and  the  Senate;  and  it  does  not  appear  that,  for 
the  mere  purpote  of  making  a  treaty,  any  other 
department  of  the  GoTernment  is  necessarily  to 
hare  any  agenejr.  There  is  no  exprese  provision 
in  the  CoDstitatioo  to  sapport  the  argument  ad- 
raoeed  by  some,  that  a  treaty  ia  not  complete,  in 
any  ease,  until  sanctioned  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives; and  the  inference  ts  so  far-fetched, 
restingon  the  ground  already  noticed,  of  all  legis- 
lative powers  being  vested  ia  Congrestt,  that  much 
argument  cannot  beoeeessary  to  refute  it.  For, 
if  it  be  admitted,  as  already  insisted  on,  that  the 
provisions  respecting  the  treaty-making  power, 
and  the  effect  of  a  treaty  when  made,  control  and 
modify  the  preceding  provision,  delegating  the 
Irgislative  powers  (iad  no  good  reason  can,  it  is 
believed,  be  shown  for  denying  it)  the  conclusion 
would  seem  irresistible,  that  a  treaty  may  be  com- 
I^ete  without  the  agency  of  the  House  of  Reprc- 
acntatives,  and  go  into  effect,  as  a  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  without  legialatire  enaeiment. 

But,  though  it  may  be  assumed,  as  sudBeientW 
clear,  that  the  President  and  Senate  possess  all 
^e  powers  requisite  to  make  a  treaty  complete, 
which  may  be  carried  into  effect  as  a  law  with- 
out Iwislalire  aid,  it  is  considered  as  equally  clear, 
that  their  authority  to  do  so  extends  to  sucn  cases 
only  wherein  the  subjects  to  which  it  relates  are 
dearly  within  the  treaty-making  power.  For, 
when  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  delegated 
this  power,  they  must  have  bad  in  view  those 
subjects  only  which  properly  belonged  to  it ;  and 
it  cannot  be  snpposeo  to  have  been  Uieir  intention 
that  it  should  be  extended  to  such  subjects  as  lay 
more  properly  within  the  sphere  of  the  general 
lasislatire  powers  preriooaly  rested  in  Congress. 
The  portion  of  legialatire  authority  embraced  in 
the  treatjr-making  power,  must  be  riewed  as  del- 
egated tot  pariicDiar  purposes  only,  and  in  its 
exercise  limited  to  those  purposn  alone.  Thus 
cireumseribed  in  the  range  of  iu  operations,  there 
can  be  no  ground  to  apprehend  iu  encroaching 
on  the  functions  of  the  national  Legblature. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  results,  as  a 
necessary  conclusion,  that  some  treaties  become 
complete,  and  go  into  effect  as  laws  of  the  ITniied 
States,  without  legislative  aid,  while  others  are 
incomplete  without  such  aid,  and  only  pledse  the 
fsith  of  the  nation  that  the  requisite  legiuatire 
aeu  will  be  passed  for  carrying  their  prorisions 
into  effect.  It  would  be  difficult  to  designate  all 
the  cases  in  which  a  treaty  would  or  would  not 
fcqoin  le^iislatire  aid  to  execute  its  prorisions. 
To  preicnbe  precise  limiu  to  the  powers  of  the 
difiinent  departmeou  of  Gorerament,  would  be 
an  andcruking  of  the  utmost  difficulty,  as  well  as 
of  importance}  and  when  attempted,  the  sabiect 
abould  be  touched  with  a  delicate  band.  For, 
when  the  powers  to  be  exercised  by  different  au- 
thorities are  in  their  nature  the  same,  and  sepa- 
rated by  an  ideal  line  only,  depending  on  con- 
struction, and  incapable  t)f  exact  delineation,  (here 
will  most  generally  be  a  certain  iotennediate 
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space  between  them,  which  may  be  viewed  as  a 
kind  of  disputed  ground,  liable  to  be  occupied  al- 
ternately by  the  one  or  the  other.  To  eircnia- 
scribe  this  within  as  narrow  limiu  as  practicable, 
is  a  desirable  object,  and  all  that  can  be  reasona- 
bly expected.  Witbout,  therefore,  attempting  to 
deMribe  the  precise  line  of  demarcation  between 
the  legislative  and  treaty-making  powers,  the 
following  positions  may,  it  is  believed,  be  assumed 
as  generally  correct :  that  when  a  treaty  relates 
to  such  subjects  only  as  are  clearly  embraced  by 
the  treaty-making  power,  and  does  not  affect 
those  expressly  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
l^islative  department,  it  becomes,  when  duly 
ratified,  a  law  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  may  be 
executed  by  the  proper  tribunals  witbout  the  aid 
of  legislative  enactment ;  but  in  all  other  cases,  as 
where  it  relates  to  any  subject  placed  under  the 
peculiar  direction  of  Congress,  or  which  lies  more 
properly  within  the  sphere  of  l^islatire  Amctum^ 
or  so  far  as  it  relates  to  any  stieh  subject,  it  does 
not  become  a  law,  nor  go  into  e^t  without  legis- 
lative aid,  and  can  be  considered  in  the  nature  of 
a  compact  only,  pledging  the  national  faith  that 
the  requisite  legislative  acts  will  be  passed  for 
carrying  iu  provisions  into  effect.  ThiF  view  of 
the  subject  (Mr.  C.  said])  he  submitted  with  great 
deference ;  but  he  conceived  that,  by  considering 
a  treaty  in  this  double  character,  the  several  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  could  be  best  recon- 
ciled, and  the  objecu  of  iu  framers  carried  into 
more  complete  effect.  , 

The  argument  advanced  on  this  occasion,  by 
some  gentlemen,  that  a  treaty  is  paramouot  to 
the  constitutions  and  laws  of  the  several  States, 
but  not  oa  an  equal  footing  with  the  legislative 
acts  of  the  United  States,  is  not  supported  by  the 
words  of  the  Constitution  or  the  reason  of  the 
case.  A  treaty  is  declared  to  be  the  aapreme 
lav  of  the  land.**  ia  the  same  words  that  the 
CoBstitution  itself,  and  the  laws  made  in  pursa- 
ance  thereof,  are  declared  to  be  so ;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther declared  that  the  judges  in  every  Slate  shall 
be  bound  thereby.  When  it  becomes  a  law,  it 
must  be  considered  on  the  same  footing  as  other 
laws  of  the  United  Sutes.  There  cannot  be  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  ralidity  or  of  force  in  laws  of 
the  same  Qoveroment.  If  the  judges  are  bound, 
the  courU  must  also  be  bound  by  it.  What  judges 
are  bound  by  it  1  Can  gentlemen  mean  that  it 
is  obligatory  as  a  taw  on  the  judges  and  courts  of 
the  several  Sutes,  but  not  on  those  of  the  United 
Sutes;  that  it  ia  sufficiently  stroog to  bind  them, 
but  too  weak  to  bind  the  other?  This  argument 
is  not  supported  by  reason,  nor  sanctioned  oy  pre- 
cedent, and  would  make  the  Coastitution  speak  a 
language  unintelligible.  When  a  treaty  becomes 
a  law,  It  ia  equally  binding  on  the  judges  and 
coaru  of  the  tlnited  Slates  as  xm  those  of  the 
several  Suus;  and,  whether  it  acquires  that 
character  or  not,  mustdesiend  on  the  subjecu  to 
which  it  relates,  and  on  tbe  tribuiuls  called  on  to 
execute  it.  This  will  be  further  confirmed  by 
recurring  to  some  other  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution. It  is  declared  that  "no  money  shall  be 
dtami  from  the  Treaaory  bat  in  cosaeqaenee  of 
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tppropriaiiona  made  hf  law."  It  may,  ibenfore, 
be  drawn  rrom  it  by  rirtoe  of  a  law;  and  if  a 
inaty  were  a  law  for  all  parposes,  and  in  r^rd 
10  all  ralneeta  to  whicb  it  might  relate,  money 
might  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  b^  virtae  of  a 
treaty  parponiog  to  make  appropriatioos.  This, 
however,  has  not  hitherto  been  contended  for,  and 
it  is  presDoed  aerer  will,  until  the  OoTernment 
is  ready  to  cramble  into  rolo^  aod  the  people 
preparro  to  wear  the  shackles  of  slavery. 

B^tootberproTiaioQ  in  theCoostitotioo,  power 
is  fireo  to  Congresa  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
dDUei,''  &c^  to  declare  war,  to  raise  and  sapport 
armies,"  &c.  These  objects  are  all  effected  by 
law,  bot  no  one  pretends  they  could  be  by  treaty. 
It  may  be  said  toe  power  to  rebate  commerce 
iaalioi^TeD  to  Ctngreaa;  and  it  is  a  subject  to 
wUeh  II  most  be  admitted  the  treaty-making 
power  extcads.  This  is  true;  bat  r^alations 
made  by  them  in  regard  to  this  sabieet,  ean  oper- 
ate only  within  oar  own  limits,  and  on  onr  own 
citizens  abroad.  Other  Sutes  are  not  boand  by 
them;  and  when  their  assent  is  necessary  to  any 
proposed  regalations,  it  can  be  regularly  obtained 
only  tfarongli  the  medium  of  the  treaty-making 
power.  This  is,  therefore,  perfectly  reconcilable 
with  the  coQstraeiion  of  the  other  {ffovisions  cod- 
leBdedfor. 

This  view  of  the  subject  will  also  be  found  to 
be  sopported  by  former  usage,  as  well  as  preee- 
taits  10  similar  cases.  Many  instances  had  oc- 
corred,  as  could  be  shown  from  your  statute  book, 
of  treatiea relatiTe  to  subjeeta  only  properly  within 
iha  ttcaiy-makiDg  power,  or  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  aoeh  subjeeta,  going  into  operation  without 
ihe  aid  of  l^slauve  caaetmcDt.  To  some  of 
ihcse,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  refer.  The  treaty 
made  with  Spain  in  ITttLesubtishiag  the  south- 
era  boundary  line  of  the  United  Stales,  and  con- 
taining other  important  provisions,  was  carried 
into  czeeation  by  Sxecuttve  auibority,  except  the 
10th  article,  which  rehited  to  duties,  (ana  will 
Wresfier  be  noticed,)  without  the  aid  of  legisla- 
lire  enaetmeoi.  The  treaty  with  France  of  1803, 
for  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  was  also  executed  by 
KxecotiTe  anlbority,  except  so  far  as  it  related 
to  dnties  and  internal  regnlations,  Ac.,  and  pos- 
session of  the  ceded  eouatry  taken,  without  leigis- 
laiWe  aid.  In  addition  to  these  he  would  men* 
tion,  as  a  precedent  in  point,  the  late  Treatv  of 
Peace  with  Oreat  Britain,  which  had  been  rnlly 
eneoced,  tad  ao  one  had  suggested  the  necessity 
of  l^iaialiTc  aid  for  the  purpose.  A  number  of 
tteauea  with  the  Indian  tribes  had,  during  the 
pnaeot  session,  as  well  as  oa  former  oeeasions, 
gone  into  opeiatioa  in  like  manner;  and  many 
other  iBBtaaee%  equally  stronc,  might  be  adduced ; 
but  thoae  referred  to  were  deemed  suffieient  for 
the  present  purpose. 

On  the  other  hnod  it  would  appear,  Mr.  C.  said, 
that  when  a  treaty  related  to  subjects  properly 
belonging  to  the  l^isJative  department,  or  placed 
by  the  Constitution  under  its  immediate  direc- 
tion, or  so  far  as  it  related  to  such  subjects,  legis- 
luive  enactment  had  been  deemed  necessary  Co 
carry  its  pcovinoaa  into  effiwU  TocitaUish  tbia, 
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it  would  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  a  few  cases, 
though  many  others  existed  and  could  be  ad- 
duced, la  the  treaty  with  Oreat  Britain  of  1795, 
already  referred  to,  the  3d  article  regulates  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  ibe  citizens  sod 
subjects  of  the  two  eontraetiog  parties  residing 
00  each  side  of  our  Northwestern  bonndary  line, 
and  esublishes  the  duties  that  shall  be  demand- 
able.  By  tbe  act  passed  in  1799,ihi9  intercourse, 
and  the  duties  to  be  collected  according  to  &ata 
article,  were  r^ulated.  By  the  7lfa  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1803  with  France,  already  referred  to, 
the  vessels  of  France  and  Spain,  laden  with  the 
productions  of  their  respective  countries,  to  be 
admitted  for  twelve  years  into  the  ports  of  the 
ceded  territory  in  the  same  maoaer  as  vessels  of 
the  United  Slates,  &c.  This  was  a  parallel  ease 
with  the  present  J  it  related  to  duties— it  might 
affect  the  revenue.  In  1804^  a  law  was  passed 
for  carrying  this  provtsiou  into  effect.  Some 
difficulties  arising  in  regard  to  the  execution  of 
the  lOlh  article  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  with  Spain, 
before  referred  to,  an  act  was  passed  in  1805,  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  carrying  into  complete  effect 
the  provisions  of  that  article.  Without  pursuing 
this  inquiry  furlber,  tbe  instances  adduced,  Mr. 
C.  said,  appeared  to  him  sufficient  to  support  the 
construction  contended  for,  so  ^r  as  usage  and 
precedent  could  have  that  effect. 

What  then,  inquired  Mr.  C,  is  tbe  case  before 
yon?  By  this  treaty  tbe  discriminating  duties 
are  to  be  abolished ;  the  additional  datv  on  the 
tonnage  of  foreign  vessels,  as  well  as  on  tne  goods 
imported  in  such  vessels,  is  no  longer  to  exist. 
Thu  mayaffeet,  may  diminish  your  revenue,  and 
render  necessary  the  imposition  nf  new  taxes  to 
sapport  the  public  credit,  and  maintain  the  na- 
tional faith.  Should  not  then  the  other  House, 
immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  exclu- 
sively intrusted  with  originating  revenue  bills, 
be  allowed  to  act  on  tbe  subject?  Another  con- 
sideration would  seem  enlilled  to  particular  at- 
tention on  the  present  oeeasioo.  The  President, 
who  had  the  chief  sgency  in  making  this  treaty, 
and  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  it  oe  duly  exe- 
cuted, has  laid  it  before  Congress  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  legislative  aid  requisite  for  earrytoff  its 
provisions  into  effect.  His  opinion,  therefore, 
coincides  with  that  of  the  other  House  as  to  the 
necessity  of  such  aid;  the  policy  and  imponance 
of  its  being  executed  without  delay,  are  by  all 
admitted.  Why  then  refuse  your  assent  to  a 
measure  called  on  for  this  purpose  by  tbe  other 
two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  ana  which,  if 
even  unnecessary,  must  prove  harmless? 

Ithasbowever  been  said,  your  Executive  officers 
and  tribunals  ofjustice,  are  competent  to  execute 
tbe  provisions  of  this  treaty.  Do  gentlemen  con- 
sider the  collectors  of  the  revenue,  and  other  offi- 
cers of  Gk)vernmeot,  belter  qaalified  to  decide  a 
Constitutional  question — to  determine  the  effect 
of  a  treaty,  than  the  President,  tbe  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  this  body?  Can  it  be  a  correct 
course  of  l^islation  to  require  these  officers  to 
decide  a  question  of  such  difficulty,  and  on  which 
Ihe  great  departtDeauof  Goverament  are  so  mneh 
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divided?  And  is  not  this  circumstance  itself 
sufficient  ground  lo  legislate  on  the  subject,  that 
your  public  functionaries  may  have  some  uner- 
ring guide  to  direct  their  conduct?  But  It  has 
been  alleged  this  would  be  sanctioning  an  en- 
croachment on  [lie  powers  of  the  Senate,  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  which  we  are  bound  to 
support.  If  the  measure  appeared  to  him  in  this 
light,  he  would,  Mr.  C.  said,  unite  with  gentle- 
men in  opposing  it.  He  admitted  each  depart- 
ment should  move  within  the  sphere  assigned  it. 
He  had,  however,  heard  no  argument  that  con- 
vinced him  this  would  be  H  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution; and  he  was  unable  to  perceive  how  it 
could  be  so  considered. 

He  did  not  consider  the  power  of  the  Senate 
in  making  treaties  so  important — so  transcendent, 
as  they  had  been  represented.  How  is  a  treaty 
negotiated?  (said  Mr.  C.)  The  instructions  for 
the  purpose  are  given  by  the  President,  without 
consulting  this  body,  (not  being  required  to  do  so 
by  the  Constitution ;)  the  treaty  is  formed  with- 
out your  knowledge;  and  the  only  agency  you 
have  in  the  business,  is,  when  laid  before  you  for 
ratiEcatioo,  to  disapprove  or  approve  its  provisions, 
with  or  without  amendment,  and  advise  accord- 
ingly, amounting  to  little  more  than  a  mere  neg- 
ative. Is  (here  anything  in  this  to  justify  the 
Senate  in  considering  a  treaty  so  pecuiiarfy  its 
own  ofispring,  as  in  no  case  to  allow  the  other 
House  any  agency  in  having  its  provisions  carried 
into  effect  7 

It  may  here  be  asked  whether  it  be  competent 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  cases  requir- 
ing legislative  aid  for  executing  the  provisions  of 
a  treaty,  to  decide  on  the  policy  of  such  treaty  ; 
and  in  case  of  disapproving  it,  prevent  its  going 
into  effect  by  refusing  the  aid  required  7  This  is 
a  question  which  once  agitated  the  great  political 
parties  in  this  country,  but  which  it  may  not  be 
necessary  to  discuss  on  the  present  occasion,  as 
no  difference  of  opinion  appears  to  exist  respect- 
ing the  policy  of  carrying  this  treaty  into  effect. 
As  the  subject,  however,  had  been  referred  to, 
lie  would  (Mr.  C.  said)  very  briefly  state  the 
Tiew  in  which  it  appeared  to  him.  When  a 
treaty  is  concluded  requiring  legislative  aid  to 
execute  its  proviaioas,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives is  undoubtedly  bound  to  afford  that  aid  by 
all  the  obligations  which  the  pledged  faith  of  the 
nation  can  impose,  as  well  as  by  the  considera- 
tions arising  from  the  importance  to  the  national 
character  of  having  the  public  faith,  so  pledged, 
preserved  inviolate;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
members  of  that  body  must  take  into  considera- 
tion the  Constitution  under  which  they  act,  and 
which  they  are  bound  to  support;  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  nation,  and  how  far  they  may  be  af- 
fected by  the  treaty  in  question ;  and  weighing 
all  these  considerations,  must  have  the  right,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  responsibility  they  impose,  to  act 
as  free  agents,  to  exercise  their  free  will,  and  grant 
or  refuse  the  aid  required  according  to  the  best 
judgment,  guided  by  a  single  view  to  the  public 
food,  they  are  able  to  form  on  the  subject.  If 
their  awent  be  Decenary  to  give  effect  to,  and  ex- 
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ecute  a  treaty,  they  must  have  the  power,  the 
right  to  grantor  refuse  that  assent.  Ii  they  hare 
no  right  in  any  case  to  deliberate  on  the  laws  re- 
quisite to  execute  a  treaty,  they  can  no  longer  be 
viewed  as  the  representatives  of  a  free  people, 
delegated  to  express  their  will,  or  as  the  guardians 
of  their  rights,  but  only  as  the  instruments  of  the 
treaty-making  power,  the  mere  registers  of  its 
edicts.  But  is  there  any  danger  to  be  apprehended, 
to  the  Government,  to  the  public  interest,  from 
the  view  which  has  been  taken  of  this  subject? 
Is  it  not  consistent  with  the  plan,  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  which  makes  the  different  depart- 
ments of  Government  operate  as  checks  on  the 
conduct  of  each  other,  and  thus  guard  agatost  a 
dangerousprepooderancebeingacquired  by  either? 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  consider  the  Senate 
as  the  peculiar  guardian  of  the  Constitution,  the 
shield  of  the  Government  against  the  innovating 
spirit  of  the  popular  branch.  On  what  ground  is 
this  claim  set  up?  On  that  of  its  superior  stability, 
arising  from  its  permanent  character,  the  longer 
term  of  service  of  its  members,  and  deriving  their 
authority  from  the  State  Legislatures  instead 
of  immediately  from  the  people.  He  conceived 
(Mr.  C.  said)  more  importance  was  attached  to 
these  circumstances,  than  they  would,  on  ex- 
amination, be  found  to  possess.  From  the  na- 
ture of  its  organization,  and  the  limited  number 
of  which  it  consisted,  the  changes  it  underwent 
would  be  found  nearly,  if  not  quite  equal  to  those 
that  occurred  in  the  other  House ;  and  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  its  members  were  chosen,  there 
was  but  one  step  between  them  and  the  people, 
and  that  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  much  diminish 
tbeir  dependence  on  them.  The  members  of  the 
Legislature  being  elected  by  the  people,  and  im- 
mediately responsible  to  them,  would  generally, 
in  choosing  a  Senator,  consult  their  will,  and  be 
governed  as  much  thereby  in  this,  as  in  other  acts 
of  their  political  conduct.  Though,  therefore, 
this  body,  in  its  organization,  partook  of  the  fed- 
erative character,  and  thereby  tended  to  equali2e 
the  relative  weight  of  the  States  in  the  National 
Legislature,  yet,  deriving  its  origin  in  part,  in  the 
manner  just  slated,  from  the  will  of  the  people,  it 
was  sul»tantially  dependent  on  tbem  as  well  as 
the  other  House.  And  why  should  it  not  ?  This 
is  a  OoTernment  formed  by  the  people,  (not  by  Che 
States,  as  such,)  deriving  all  lu  antnority  from 
them,  and  having  no  existence  separate  from  their 
will;  consistingonlyofafewoftbemselvesselected 
for  a  lime  to  guide  the  vessel  of  Slate,  in  which 
all  are  equally  embarked  ;  and  having  performed 
the  duties  assigned  them,  retlrin^f  again  into  the 
walks  of  private  life,  to  mingle  with  their  fellow- 
citizens,  from  whom  they  had  emerged  by  the 
mere  foree  of  public  opinion.  While,  therefore, 
on  the  one  hand,  there  appeared  no  sufficient  rea- 
son for  the  apprehended  encroachments  on  the 
privileges  of  the  other  House,  and  the  rights  of 
the  people,  by  the  treaty-making  power,  on  the 
other,  he  could  not  perceive  any  ground  to  justify 
the  dangers  apprehended  for  the  stability  of  the 
Governmnt  from  encroachments  by  the  other 
House  on  the  Constitational  powers  of  thi?. 
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The  safety,  howeTcr,  of  the  CoBstitutioo,  and 
of  public  liberiy,  (said  Mr.  C.)  rests  oo  founda- 
lioDs  more  solid  ib*a  (be  permaoeDt  character 
■od  stability  of  tbia,  or  tbe  political  hooesty  of 
the  other  House ;  it  rests  oa  the  souod  sense,  to- 
telligence,  and  jwblic  virtue  of  tbe  people.  So 
loQgaa  these  renaio  in  tbeii  full  vigor,  so  long 
will  liberty  iriompb  over  all  attempts  to  subvert 
it;  bat  should  the  people  become  enervated,  igno- 
rant, and  eorrop^  from  tbe  very  organization  of 
your  Gorernment  not  only  tbe  members  of  tbe 
LegisJsiorc, but  your  Ezecativaand  other  officeri, 
and  all  engaged  in  the  management  of  paUic  af- 
fair^ if  they  do  not  lead  the  way  in,  must  partake 
of  tbe  same  degenecaeiT)  Mtti  the  subversion  of 
liberty,  tbe  declioe  and  final  rain  of  the  RepuUic, 
iaevitsbly  follow. 
When  Mr.  Campbell  bad  eoaeladed — 
Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbbtb,  it  was  agreed  to 
take  tbe  qaestion  by  yeas  and  nays.  And  then 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  Janaary  19. 
Mr.  WiixiAMB  presented  the  petition  ofWil- 
liin  Garrett,  of  tbe  Bute  of  Tennessee,  praying 
ptfmeot  for  a  qoanttty  of  beef  and  pork  lost  on 
Its  passage,  in  tbe  Mississippi,  to  New  Orleans, 
for  tbe  Dse  of  tbe  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as 
listed  in  the  petitioa;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Ikry. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
isfemed  the  Senate  that  they  bave  passed  a  bill, 
fstitled  ''An  act  for  ibe  relief  of  John  Redman 
Goxcf  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
ibebeirs  of  Qeorge  Nebinger^  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  tbe  reOef  of  Jonathan  White  a  bill, 
esftjird  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  O.  Camp;" 
aUo,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
thaa  Risers,  jooior,  of  Walerford,  in  the  State 
of  Cenneeticat  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
eooeerrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  five  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
pantd  to  the  second  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
10  regalaie  the  commerce  between  tbe  United 
Suites  ftnd  tbe  territories  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, according  to  the  convention  concloded  the 
third  day  of  July,  1815}  and  the  ratifications  of 
w^cb  were  exchanged  on  the  38d  day  of  De- 
cember, leiS." 

And  the  qaestion  recarnog,  "Shall  this  bill 
be  read  a  third  time?*'  it  was  determined  in  tbe 
■eRatire--yeas  10,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

TsAS— Ibsan.  Bibb,  Gondii,  Lacoek,  Maoon,  Mor- 
nm,  Kobarts,  Rog^  Taylor,  Taranm,  and  Wfison. 

N&ZS — Heam.  Buboor,  Barry,  Brown,  Chaea, 
Difgett,  Dsns,  Fromeatin,  GaUlsid,  OoUsboroDgh, 
Hsrasy,  Howell,  Honlar,  Kbig,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
ihire,  Talbot,  Tatt,  Tboafaon.  Tiefaenor,  Tomer, 
Weill,  ud  WiUianuu 

Mr.  WiLusMS,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
*ts  recommitted  tbe  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of 
poblic  Isods,  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

The  Pbssidbnt  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Commiaaionex  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
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transmitting  a  report  of  tbe  commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  tbe  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  ad- 
justing claims  to  land  in  tbe  western  district 
of  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of 
Louisiana;  and  tbe  letter  and  report  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 
Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  the ' 

PRBSIDBNT  OF  THE  UnITED  StaTES  : 

7b  the  Senate  and  Houte  of 

Sepruentativet  of  the  United  Siaiet  : 
The  accompanying  extract  from  tbe  occarreDoea  at 
Fort  Jaekaon,  in  Aogost,  1814,  daring  tbe  negotiatien 
of  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  shows  (hat  tbe  friendly 
Creeks,  wishing  to  give  to  General  Jackson,  Benja- 
min HawluDt,  and  others,  a  nations!  mark  of  their 
gratitude  and  reg&rd,  conveyed  to  them,  respectivsly,  - 
a  donation  of  land,  with  a  request  that  tbe  grant  might 
be  duly  confirmed  by  the  Government  of  the  Unuad 
Sutes. 

Taking  into  conndenition  tbe  pecoliar  circomstsn- 
eea  of  tlw  case — the  expediency  of  indnlging  the  In- 
diana in  wishes  which  thqr  associated  yriOx  the  treaty 
signed  by  them,  and  that  the  case  involves  an  inviting 
opportODtty  for  bestowing  on  sb  o£Seer,  who  has  ren* 
dered  such  iUostrions  servicea  to  bis  country,  a  token 
of  its  aenaibili^  to  tbsm — tbe  indaeement  to  whiA 
esnnot  be  diminished  by  the  delicacy  and  disinterest- 
edoess  of  his  proposal  to  transfer  tbe  benefit  from  blm* 
self:  I  recommend  to  Congress  that  provision  be  made 
A  carrying  into  effeot  tbe  wulus  and  request  of  the 
Indiana,  as  expressed  by  them.       J.  MAOISON. 

Javuast  le,  1816. 

The  Message,  and  accompanying  extract,  were 
read,  and  referred  to  tbe  committee  appointed, 
tbe  7th  of  December,  on  the  memorial  of  tbe 
Legislative  Conncil  and  Hottse  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Wbole^  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  reward 
tbe  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States' 
brig  Argus;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tarr,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
tbe  first  Monday  io  February  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  a  bill  to  authorize  a' 
lottery  in  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
on  tbe  quesiioo,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  timel"  it  was  determined  in  ihe 
oentlre. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ab 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise,"  and  tbe  fai^ 
tber  eonsideratioB  thereof  was  pMtponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill  to  fix  the  com- 
pensations of  tbe  officers  of  the  Senate  therein 
mentioned;  together  with  tbe  amendment  report- 
ed thereto  by  tbe  select  committee;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Lacoox,  tbe  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MonoAY,  January  23. 
ABMI8TSAD  T.  MasoN,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislatate  of  tbe  CommoawealCb  of  Vir- 


Pr«ctedmg». 


Digitized  by 


91 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


92 


Sbhate. 


Proceedings. 


January,  1816. 


ginia,  in  place  of  William  B.  Giles,  resigned, 
arrived  on  tlieSOth  instant, and  this  day  produced 
his  credentials;  which  were  read,  and  the  oaih 
prescribed  hy  law  v/ns  administered  lo  him,  and 
be  took  his  se&l  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Talbot  called  up  the  petition  of  Nicholas 
Boilerin^  presented  on  the  7th  of  February,  1815, 
praying  reimbursement  for  certain  property  de- 
stroyed by  the  Indians,  as  staled  ia  (he  petition  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Redman  Coxe,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  so  mach  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Cur- 
rency. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  George  Nebinger,"  was  read  the  second 
lime. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jon- 
athan White,"  was  read  (he  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed,  the  7th  of 
December,  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
G.  Camp,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Bar- 
BODB,  WiLB0N,aDd  R0BERT8,  Were  appointed  th^ 
committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jon- 
athan Rogers,  junior,  of  Waierford  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  t>AQ- 
QBTT,  Vabhdh,  and  Roberts,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  aiitborize  the  discharge  of  James  Jeweit 
from  bis  imprisonment,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  tbereto.  by  the  select  committee; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Vakndm,  the  further  con- 
sideration (hereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  au(horiz[ng 
the  sale  of  public  lands,  together  wii^  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; 
and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to  with 
an  amendment,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  "Shalt  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  delerroined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  fix  the 
compensations  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  there- 
in mcKioned,  (ogetlier  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Lacook,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  icmorrow. 

TossniT,  January  23. 
The  Prbsidbnt  communicated  a  letter  from 
Gabriel  Moore,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 


sentatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  enclosing 
the  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  nomination  of 
two  persons,  one  of  whom  to  be  commissioned  to 
fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Legislative  Council,  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  Thomas  Barnes  ; 
which  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  (he  memo- 
rial of  Daniel  C.  Lane,  and  Patrick  Shields,  as- 
sociate judges  of  the  court  of  Harrison  county, 
in  the  Indiana  Territory,  in  behalf  of  themselves 
and  the  said  county,  prayinj^an  additional  mem- 
ber may  be  given  to  the  said  county,  should  the 
Territory  be  authorized  to  elect  delegates  to  meet 
in  convention,  for  reasons  stated  in  tne  memo- 
rial; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  the  3d  instant,  on  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the  Indiana  Territory. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  (he  bill  to  fix  the 
compensations  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  there- 
in mentioned,  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  fire 
members,  with  instructions  lo  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  all  the 
officers  of  Government,  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  FROHENTtN,  Lacooic,  Macon,  Daqqbtt, 
and  Vabhdm,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  15th  instant,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  inquire  whether  anypro- 
visioD  is  necessary  for  authorizing  the  payment 
of  the  sums  which  the  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives are  entitled  to  receive,  in  compensation  of 
their  services;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to 
the  first  Monday  in  December  nexL 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  public  lands 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  lot 
of  ground  belonging  to  the  United  Slates,  situ- 
ated in  the  (own  of  Knoxville,  and  State  of  Ten- 
nessee." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  George  Nebioger." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Roberts,  Wil- 
son, and  Macon,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (he  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wisej"  and  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  ol  New  Hampshire,  it 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  some  general  provisions  bylaw 
for  similar  cases,  and  report  thereon, 

Mr.  Chacb,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  pen- 
sions ol  Robert  White,  and  Jacob  Wrighter;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

And  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  nn^ 
to-morrow. 
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Tbe  PftBaiDBirr  eommaaieated  a  report  of  the 
I  Seetettrif  of  tfae  Treasarr,  on  tbe  peiition  of 
'  Jama  Jewett,  referred  to  him  the  17ih  insuot; 
and  the  Tcporf  was  read ;  and  on  motioa  of  Mr. 
RoBBSTS,  that  it  be  printed  for  the  uw  of  the 
Senate.  U  tm  determined  in  the  ne^tive. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  the  peiitioD  of  Mat- 
thew W.  MeCletlaa,  late  second  lienlenAnt  in  the 
30th  regiment,  praying  to  be  released  from  ac- 
eooDt/ogfor  foar  hnndred  and  forty-eight  dollars, 
alleged  to  have  been  stolen  from  him,  as  stated  in 
tbe  peiition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Coamtttee  on  Miliury  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  RoBBvn,  from  the  oommittee  to  whom 
wu  nfen-ed  the  jwtitioa  of  Joteph  C.  Morgan, 
altoracy  in  <hct  of  Xaverio  Nandi,  late  Consular 
ageet  of  the  United  Btatei  at  Tripoli,  made  a 
Kport,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  RoBBBTs  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  XaTerio  Naodi ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
tbe  sabjeet  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe 
relief  of  Edward  Barry  and  George  Hodge ;  and 
the  \h11  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  seeood  reading. 

Tbe  bill  to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert 
White  and  Jacob  brighter,  was  read  the  second 
tine,  and  considered  as  ia  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole;  and  oo  tbe  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be 
eegrossed,  and  read  a  third  timeT*  it  was  deter- 
mined in  tbe  affirmaiiTe. 

Tbe  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  anthorize  the  discbarpe  of  James  Jewett 
ftom  his  inprisonmeot,''  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
aod  the  ameodmeat  hariDg  been  rejected,  the 
President  reported  tbe  bill  to  the  Uotise:  and  on 
the  gaesiion,  "Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented  tbe  petition  of  Thomas  \ 
Law  and  otbers,  inhabitants  of  tbe  City  of  Wash- ; 
iagion,  praying  the  division  and  sale  of  certain 
ojien  squares  m  said  city,  as  slated  in  the  peti- 
uon ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Mason  of  Virgi- 
nia, aad  GoLOSBoaoooH,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 


Tbobsdat,  January  35. 

Mr.  YABBim  presented  tbe  memorial  of  Thos. 
B.  Wait,  WillwrnS.  Wai^and  Silas  L.  Wait,  of 
Boston,  proposing  to  puUisb  an  imprered  edition 
c€  the  State  Papers  of  the  United  States,  and 
praying  tbe  pairooage  of  Coagreas,  as  slated  in 
the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  with  iosiroetions  to  inquire 
into  tbe  expediency  of  publishing  documents, 
which  bare  heretofore  been  deemed  confidential; 
and  to  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Kino,  Vabhom,  And 
FaoM BHTiM,  be  the  committee. 

The  Pbbsioikt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Seeraiary  tn  the  Departmeot  of  War,  compre- 
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bending  contracts  made  by  him  in  tbe  year  1815, 
and  those  made  by  the  purchasing  and  ordnance 
departments,  for  the  same  period,  in  compliance 
with  "  An  act,  eonceroing  public  contracts," 
passed  the  3Utof  April,  1808;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

The  Presidbnt  also  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  Department,  in  rela- 
tion to  tbe  most  conreoieot  harbors  in  the  waters 
of  the  Chesa[ieake  bay  for  the  reception  of  ships 
of  war,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolatioa  of  the 
Senate  of  the  Slst  of  December,  1815 ;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  Bibb  snbmitted  the  following  motioa  foe 
consideration : 

Ite$olvedt  by  the  Senate  and  Heute  of  R^trttentatieei 
of  the  Unitea  Statee  of  America  in  Congreet  awem- 
oledt  That  tbe  fclktwiog  amendment  to  tbe  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  tbe  Legi^* 
tores  of  the  sererml  States,  which,  when  rstiSed  1^  die 
LegisUtares  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  val- 
id, to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  Con- 
stitution: 

The  Senators  of  tiie  United  States  shall  be  chosm 
fat  three  yean. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  petition  of  David  Geis- 
singer,  late  of  the  United  Btat^  sloop  of  war  the 
Wasp,  now  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  praying 
that  compensation  may  be  granted  to  the  officera 
aod  crew,and  their  legal  representatives,  of  the  late 
United  Stales'  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  distinguished  and  eminent  services 
rendered  to  tbe  country,  by  the  late  Captain 
Blakely,  his  officers,  and  crew,      stated  in  the 

Eetitioo ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe 
loramitteeon  Naval  Afiairs. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  coatioue  in  force  tbe 
act,  entitled  *An  act  for  imposing  additional  du- 
ties upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  a  bill, entitled  "Anacttocon- 
tioue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  Uyinga  dntr 
on  imported  salt,  gianting  a  boanty  on  picued  ish 
exported,  and  allowances  toeertatn  resseUempIuy- 
ed  in  the  fisheries ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal 
so  much  of  au  act,  passed  on  the  33d  of  Deeem- 
ber,1814,  as  imposes  additional  dutiesoa  posuge;" 
also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  continuing  in  force 
certain  acts  laying  duties  on  bank  notes,  refioed 
sugars,  and  for  other  purposes io  which  bills 
they  request  the  coocurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Fbohgntim,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert  White 
and  Jacob  Wrighter,  uorrecdy  engrossed ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Tiohbnob,  it  was  recommitieJ  to 
a  select  committee,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Chacg,  BABBOtra, aod  Ma- 
con, were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

Mr.  Tashdm  presented  tbe  memorial  of  Frin- 
ei»  Le  Barron,  praying  a  grant  of  the  privily  of 
opening  and  working  any  copper  mine  whica  he 
may  discover,  or  eaiue  to  be  diseorered,  oa  or 
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near  the  sonUiern  slioTei  of  Lake  Saperior,  and 
on  the  islands  thereof}  withia  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  for  a  certaio  aumber  of  years,  for 
reasons  staiea  in  ia  the  memorial;  wbieb  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  eommittee;  and 
Messrs.  Vasndm,  Mason  of  Virginia,  and  Dao* 
QBTT,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
Mony  and  othere,  stockholders  io  thv  mannfae- 
turiog  company  of  Laaeaster,  ia  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  the  protection  of  Congress, 
as  stated  io  the  petition}  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lagocc  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Stewart,  on  behalf  of  himself,  the  officers,  and 
craw,  of  the  United  States*  ship  Constiiation, 
prating  CMnpensation  for  the  prize-ship  Levant, 
which  was  forcibly  taken  possesion  of  bt  the 
enemy,  and  carried  from  out  the  harbor  at  Port 
Praya,  within  the  neutral  waters  of  the  Prinee 
Recent  of  Portugal,  as  stated  in  tlie  memorial; 
whicn  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MoBBOW  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Illinois  and  Watnsh  Land  Companies,  by  Solo- 
mon Etiing,  their  agent,  praying  relief  trom  Con- 
gress, as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  7th 
of  December,  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory. 

Mr.  Barbodk,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affiiira,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  A.  Thomas,  made  a  report  thereon. 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or 
destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

Mr.RoBEBTB  presented  themeinorlal  of  Catha- 
rine Robertson,  pray ing compensation  for  services 
rendered  by  her  former  husband,  Jacob  Ritter, 
dnriag  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  stated  in  the 
memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Rennef  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  praying  remu- 
neration for  their  ropewalk  and  materials,  burnt 
br  the  enemy,  during  their  invasion  of  the  City 
of  Washington,  as  staled  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Xarerio  Nandi  was 
read  the  second  time;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Moaday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Barry  and 
George  Hoi^re  was  read  the  second  time,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Fbioay,  January  26. 
Mr.  Daoqett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
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relief  of  Jonathan  Ro^prs,  jr.,  of  Waterford,  in 
the  Sute  of  Conneeiieut,"  reported  it  wicfaVmC 
amendment. 

Mr.  D.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Sewall,  praying  compensation  for  the  loss  and 
destruction  of  bis  property  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, by  the  enemy,  which  was  occasioned  by 
having  bis  house  converted  into  a  military  for- 
tress, as  is  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Macon, 

Reaolved,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  a  statemeac 
exhibiting  the  amount  of  duly  paid  on  salt,  from 
the  establishment  of  the  present  Qovernment  j 
distinguishing,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  the 
amount  paid  in  each  Stats,  ud  the  amount  of 
bouDty  and  allowance  bIso  paid  in  lieu  of  draw- 
back in  each  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mobbow, 

RmUvedf  That  a  committee  be  apiioiated  to 
inquire  whether  any  and  what  provision  ia  ne- 
eessarjr  to  to  be  made  for  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions in  the  States  wherein  the  office  of  Cfom- 
missioner  of  Loans  is  not  established,  and  also  in 
the  several  Territories,  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Mobbow,  Talbot,  and 
Barbt,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Cbacb,  from  the  eommittee,  to  whooa  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  increase  the  peusions  of 
Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrighter,  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  imposing  additiooal 
duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  inerchaDdiae, 
imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and  for 
other  purposed ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  ami 
referred  to  (he  comnoittee  appoioted  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  Finance  and  a  Uniform  Na- 
tional Currency. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  in  force 
'An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting 
a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  al^wances 
to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the  fisberiea,"  was 
read  the  second  time,,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
an  act,  passed  on  the  23d  day  of  December,  181^ 
as  imposes  additiooal  duties  on  postage,"  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  continuing  in  force 
cenatn  acts,  laying  duties  on  bank  notes,  refined 
uunni,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond lime,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Babboob,  fVom  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  G.  Camp,"  reported  it  nitbout  amend- 
ment; and  the  bill  was  coosidered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Fbohentih,  from  the  Joint  Library  Com- 
mittee^adea  report;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  FaoMBHTiii,  from  the  same  eommittee,  re- 
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ported  a  bill,  farther  proriding  for  the  Librarr  of 
Ccmgress;  and  ihe  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  seeoad  readiojf. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  coDsideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petitioD  of  John  A.  Thomas;  wbere- 
npon, 

Reaolved,  That  the  petition  of  John  A.  Thomas 
be  rejected. 

TbemolutioQ  sabmitied  the  25th  iastatit,  for 
a  proposed  ameodnieDt  to  the  Coostitutioo  of  the 
Uaiied  Slates,  was  read  the  second  time;  and,  on 
notion  hy  Mr.  Bibb,  the  forther  eoasidenttioo 
^reof  was  postponed  to,  and  mtdt  the  order  of 
the  dt;  for,  the  first  Monday  in  Fefaraarjr  next. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ibe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  aothorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  white  id  the 
miUury  serriee  of  the  Uoited  States,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot, 
the  fonher  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
aniii  Monday  next. 
The  Senate  adjoorned  to  Monday. 

MoHDAT,  Janoary  80. 

Hr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
fidn,  communicated  a  letter  from  the  Seoretary 
of  tbe  Nary  Department,  with  several  statements, 
eontaining  the  estimates  of  Mpenses  necessary  to 
keep  in  serriee,  for  one  year,  a  74,  a  44,  and  a  22 
gnn  ship,  respectively;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  MoEKOW  pesented  tbe  petition  of  A.  John- 
ston aad  other^  inhahitant?  of  Coshocton  connty, 
in  tbe  State  of  Ohio^  praying  compensation  for 
horses,  wagons,  and  oamp  equipage,  for  the  use 
«f  miUtia  la  the  service  of  the  United  States,  as 
staled  in  the  petition ;  which  was  reatl. 

Mr.  RoBBaTS  presented  the  memorial  of  Oeo^ 
Roberts  and  others,  merchants  of  the  city  and 
connty  of  Philadelphia,  praying  {^ovision  may  be 
made  for  tbe  coattnnatioo  of  the  present  rate  of 
duties,  for  a  certain  length  of  time;  or  for  tbe 
ealaUisbment  of  a  new  laril^at  the  time  when 
tbe  inereued  duties  shall  cease  by  the  existing 
law,  for  reasou  stated  in  tbe  meia<»ial ;  whicE 
was  md,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  laibeh  of  the  Message- of  tbe  President  of 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  Finance,  and  an 
Unifom  National  Correney. 

Mr.  RoBBBTs  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
Richard  Caton  and  others,  praying  a  duty  may 
be  laid  on  alum  and  copperas  imported  into  the 
United  States,  for  reasons  suted  in  the  memo- 
rial; which  was  read,  and  r^erred  to  tbe  com- 
mittee last  montiooed. 

Mr.  MA80if,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted  the 
following  resolation  for  consideration ;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading: 

Betolved,  hv  ihe  Senate  and  Hmue  of  Repreaenta- 
Uks  of  the  Dnited  Siatea  of  Amtriea  in  Congrat 
mtemeled.  That  of  tbe  tsrobaadfed  copies  of  the  do> 
aBMDts  ordeied  to  be  psintsd  by  a  teoMvs  of  the  Sm- 
ile and  House  ef  RopeassatatfenB  of  tfao  I7tb  of  Be- 
14Ch  Cos.  1st  S£S8v— 4 
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cember,  1813,  the  Secreury  of  State  be,  and  be  is 
hereby,  aathoriud  to  take  one  eopy  for  etch  of  the 
Judges  of  tbe  Supreme  Coart  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  transmitted  to  said  Judges,  accordioE  to  the  pro- 
visions (rf  the  act  of  Congress  of  tbe  \%Ctk  of  April, 
1814. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

lUtohed,  That  tiie  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requestsd  to  oauso  to  be  laid  before  Congress  a 
statomsnt  of  the  actual  number  of  officers,  jum-eom- 
mia^bnaed  oficers,  mosidans,  and  privates,  now  eoss- 
posiag  the  Milita^  EstaUishmeotof  the  Didied  StatM, 
to  what  posts  tb^  are  distribvted,  and  Ibe  anmbsr  at 
each  post,  rospeetively. 

The  bill  further  providing  for  the  Library  of 
Congress  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Xaverio  Nandi;  and,  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  PBEStOBiiT  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  aflSrmative. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Edward  Barry  and  George  Hodge;  and.  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  tbe  Prebidert  reported 
it  to  the  House  aeeordiogly;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time'?"  it  was  det^mined  in  the  affirmative. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsideratioD  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  pensions  of  Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrigbt- 
er,  togethfr  with  tbe  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and  the  amendments 
having  been  agreed  to,  in  part,  the  Pbesident  re* 
ported  the  bill  to  tbe  House  accordingly;  and  on 
the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  tht  af- 
firmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideraiton  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Refers,  jon.,  of 
Waterford,  in  the  Slate  of  CooBeetient;"  aDd,oa 
motion  by  Mr.  DAoaarr,  it  was  recommitted  to 
a  select  eoomtttce,  further  to  consider  and  repon 
thereon ;  and  Menrs.  DAeoBTT,  Roberts,  and 
Vabndm,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbill!,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  much  of  tbe  Mes»Bge  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  relates  to  Finance,  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  to  whom  was  referred 
Ibe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
act,  entitled  *An  act  for  imposing  additional  du- 
ties upon  all  good&  wares,  and  raercbatidise,  im- 
ported from  any  foreign  ])ort  or  place,  aod  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  amendmeota} 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Gahpbsll,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
continue  in  force  an  act  entitled  'An  act  lay- 
iog  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  graotiag  a  boonty 
on  picUed  fish  exported,  and  altowances  to  cer- 
tain vessels  employed  in  tbe  fisheries,"  reported 
H  vithont  aaMnbaenu 
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Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
ao  much  of  an  act,  passed  oo  the  S3d  dar  of  Da- 
eember,  1814,  as  imposes  additional  duties  on 
postage,"  reported  it  without  ameDdmeol. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  coo- 
tinuiog  in  force  certain  acts  lajriogduties  on  bank 
notes,  refined  sugars,  and  for  other  parposes,"  also 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
G.  Camp,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  State^"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lacook, 
the  further  eoosideration  thereof  was  poslpoDed 
untit  Wednesday  nezu 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  Waller 
Willis  and  others,  merchants  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  douUe  dutira  on  im- 
portations, to  the  3Ist  of  .December  next,  and 
representing  the  partial  operation  of  the  Stamp 
act;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Mes' 
aage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Cur- 
rency. 


Tdbsdav,  January  30. 

The  pREsioEKT  communicated  a  letter  from 
T.  Worthiogton,  Governor  of  Ohio,  with  a  copy 
of  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  that 
Blate,  disapproving  of  the  amendments  to  the 
CoDstitutioQ  of  the  United  States,  proposed  by 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts 
and  Coonecttcutj  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Kmo  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  aod  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  praying  the  reimbursement  of  certain 
aums  advanced  and  expended  in  the  defence  of 
the  Third  Military  District,  ai  slated  in  the  me- 
morial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs.  Kino,  Varnuh,  and 
Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Hart  and  others,  of  Blount  county,  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  remonstrating  against  the  traaspor- 
talion  and  opening  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath ;  and 
the  memorial  was  reed,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, to  whom  were  referred,  on  the  23d  of 
Deeember,  the  petition  of  aundry  inhabitants  of 
BeavR  counter,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Williamb  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Richard  Mitchell,  of  the  county  of  Hawkins,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  praying  remission  of  cer- 
tain judgments  obtained  against  him,  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  circuit  court  at  Kooxrille,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  for  reasons  therein  stated 
at  Urge ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee;  ud  Mcma.  WiLt4Ai», 
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Talbot,  aad  BIaoom,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. ^ 

Mr.  Wells  presented  the  petition  of  Isaac 
Bri^s,  praying  relief  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts, as  survevor  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  and  com- 
pensation for  exploring  and  ascertaining  the  to- 
pography of  a  post  route  from  Washington  Citv 
to  New  Orleans,  as  stated  ia  the  peiiiion;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Messrs.  Wells,  Maoon,  and  Chace,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOHODon  presented  the  memorial  of 
Robert  Gilmore  and  Sons,  and  others,  citizens  and 
merchants  of  Baltimore^  praying  a  coniinuance 
of  the  double  duties  on  importations  to  the  30th 
of  November  next,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  me- 
morial; which  was  read}  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  DAoaerr  presented  the  petition  of  Talcott 
Wolcott,  of  Hartford,  in  the  State  of  Coonecticutf 
praying  relief  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  non- 
importation laws,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  memorial  of  D.  Ly- 
man, in  behalf  of  the  woollen  manufacturers  of 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island, 
praying  the  protection  of  Congress,  as  stated  in 
the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  as  re- 
lates to  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  S9th  instant,  by  Mr.  Wilbon  ; 
which  was  amended,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Rmked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  the  actual  number  of  officers,  non-eom- 
miiMoned  officers,  musicisiu,  and  privates,  now  com- 
posing the  MUits^  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
to  what  posts  they  are  distributed,  and  the  number  at 
each  post,  reapectively. 

The  resolution  directing  a  copy  of  the  docu- 
ments, printed  by  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
£!7ih  of  December,  1813,  to  be  transmitted  to  each 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  res- 
olution be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  pro- 
viding for  the  Library  of  Congress;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  entitled  '  An  act 
for  imposing  additional  duties  upon  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  from  any  for- 
eign port  or  place,  and  for  other  purposes,*"  to- 
gether with  the  amendmeau  reported  thereto  by 
uie  aeleet  committee ;  and  the  amendments  IwTiay 


Digitized  by  Google 


m 


mSTORT  OF  CONGKBSS. 


102 


}miiut,  1816. 


beea  agreed  to,  tbe  Prbsidgmt  reported  tbe  bill 
to  the  House  aceordingW. 

On  motion,  bj  Mr.  GfoLiMBOBOVOB,  to  strike 
oat  the  first  seetioo  of  the  bill,  it  was  deteimiaed 
in  the  neniire — yeas  4,  najrs  27,  as  follows: 

YrnAB— Ofons.  Duu,  Goldaboroogh,  Mason  of  New 
HampahB*,  and  Thompsoo. 

Nati  Mwrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Cbaee, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Fromenrin,  GaUJard,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Kbc,  Lacodi,  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 
■•kirls,  Haggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Ti(^nor,Tar- 
am,  VaiBosa,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wikon. 

On  ibe  question,  "Shall  tbe ameodments  be  en- 
froascd,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed T*  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  Senate  rcsnnaed,  as  in  ComniiUee  of  tbe 
Wbfrfe,  the  eonsidrration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  ''An 
aec  to  repeal  so  moeh  of  an  act,  passed  on  the  23d 
«f  December,  1814,  as  imnoMs  additional  duties 
OB  postage;"  and  do  amenameBt  baring  been  pro- 
pom  thereto,  tbe  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbrconsideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  eooiiaaiog  in  force  certain  acts  laying  duties 
CO  bank  notes,  re6aed  sugars,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses^ and  no  ameadmeoi  having  been  proposed 
ibereio,  tbe  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  to  cfHitioue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
tay ing  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  sraoting  a  bonoty 
OQ  pieUcd  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to  cer* 
lala  veasds  emptied  in  the  fisheries." 

On  motion,  hy  Mr.  Maook,  the  further  eonsid- 
etatioa  thereof^  was  postponed  nntil  Thnrsday 

BCXL 

The  bill  to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert 
Wfcileaod  Jacob  Wrighter  was  read  a  third  lime, 
i^d  the  blanks  filled  with  the  word  ''twenty." 

Retohed,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  tbe  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  to  increase  the  pensions  of 
Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrighter." 

The  bill  for  the  relef  of  Edward  Barry  and 
Geo^e  Hodge  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  tor  tbe  relief  of  Xaverio  Nandi  was 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Bbowh,  from  the  committee  appoiated  on 
the  memorial  of  tbe  Legislature  of  tbe  Mississippi 
Teriitory,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
■'An  act  for  the  relirf  of  Jonathan  White,"  r«- 
ported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BaowR,  from  tbe  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Martin  Cole,  John  Pollock,  Qeorge  West- 
Bcr,  and  Abraham  Welty,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Bbo  wrr,  from  tbe  same  committer  to  whom 
was  referred  ibe  bill  eatiiled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  Markin,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 


WsnMEsnAY.  January  31. 
The  PafieioBNT  communicated  a  report  of  tbe 
Seeretanrof  the  Nary  Department,  on  the  peti- 
tioo  of  William  Gamtt,  referred  to  hua  oa  the 


Sbmatb. 


19th  instant;  and  the  report  was  read  and  re 
ferred,  together  with  the  petition  and  the  ae- 
compaoyiog  papers,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  ROGOLSS  presented  tbe  petition  of  Edward 
Wilson,  of  Belmont  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohitk 
praying  tbe  privilege  of  applying  the  amount  of 
two  payments  be  has  made  on  a  quarter  section 
of  lenci,  purchased  of  the  United  Stales,  to  the 
payment  of  any  other  untocated  land  in  the  State 
which  he  may  think  proper  to  enter,  for  reasons 
stated  in  tbe  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred  to  tbe  committee  appointed  the  7th  of 
December,  on  tbe  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Representatires  of  the  Mu- 
sissippi  Territory. 

Mr.  SiNFOBn  presented  the  petition  of  Herman 
Hendricks,  merchant  of  New  York,  praying  res- 
titution of  mon^s  illn^lly  exacted  from  him  hf 
the  eoHeetor  of  New  York,  as  dnties  on  copper  oS 
a  certain  deaeriplion,  as  stated  In  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  Messrs.  ^anford,  Brown,  and  Chacx, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tbe  engrossed  resolution  directing  a  copy  of 
the  documents  printed  by  a  resolve  of  Congress, 
of  the  27th  December,  1813,  to  be  transmitted  to 
each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Martin  Cole.  John  Pollock, 
Oeorge  Westner,  and  Abraham  Welty;"  and  no 
amendment  baring  been  proposed  thereto,  the  bill 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act,  continuing  in  foree 
certain  acts  laying  duties  on  bank  notes,  refined 
sugars,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a  third 
time ;  and  amended  by  unanimous  consent. 

Aetoivei^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendment. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
an  act  passed  on  tbe  83d  of  Decemberi  1814,  as 
imposes  additional  duties  on  postage;"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for 
imposing  additional  duties  upon  all  goods^  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  from  auy  foreign  port 
or  place,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended;  and  on  the  question  "Shall 
this  bill  pass  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
tbe  affirmative— yeas  25,  nays  5,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Barboor.Barfy.Bibb, Brown,  Chaee, 
Coadit,  Promentin,  OatUard,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lacoek, 
Mason  oiNew Hampshire, MasonofVtrfinta,M«iow, 
Roberts,  Boggles,  8anfctd,  Talbot,  Tut.  Tmykx,  Tm- 
net,  Tamum,  Wella,  William%  and  Wibim. 

Nats — Massn.  Dana,  Gddsboroqgh,  Bamff 
Tbompeon,  and  Tichsnor. 

So  it  was  Betoived,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
law  of  cobU  i"  in  which  they  request  the  oosenr- 
icnuMTthe  Senalc 
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The  bill  last  mentioned  was  lead,  nod  pasfed 

to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commitiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  wtiile  in  the 
military  service  ot  the  Uaited  States,**  together 
with  the  ameodmeots  reported  thereto  by  ue  se- 
lect committee }  and  Mr.  Vabhdh  was  reqoetted 
to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  to  amend  the  pro- 
poied  fifth  section,  by  insertinj;  the  word  "  or" 
Wore  the  word  "  consumed,"  m  the  fifth  linej 
tnd  to  strike  oat  the  words  "  or  injured,"  in  the 
Mtrac  line }  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  23,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

TsAB — Mesm.  BarboQr,  Barry,  Bibb,  Cbsoe,  Con- 
dit»  Daggett,  Duii,  Honey,  Howell,  Lacock,  Maaoo 
«i  New  Hampsbira,  Hwrrow,  RoberU,  Talbot,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Tbomiwon,  Tichanor,  Tamar,  Tamwn,  Wil- 
liams, and  Wilson. 

Naxb — Messrs.  Brown,  Fromeutin,  Goldsborougb, 
Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Buggies,  Banfbrd, 
and  WeUs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbodr,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs, 
farther  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  White and  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  the 
bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Markin  }"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  the 
bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Babst  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Stale  of  Kentucky,  praying  an 
allowance,  in  money  or  land,  may  be  made  by 
Congress  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  volunteers 
of  that  State,  who  may  have  died  in  the  military 
aervice  of  the  United  States  j  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary A&irs. 

Thdbsdat,  February  1. 

Mr.  Bamforo  presented  the  petition  of  James 
P.  Watson,  of  New  York,  praying  to  be  placed 
00  the  pension  list,  as  a  lieuteoaot  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
Mtition }  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Craauittee  o«  Naval  A£urs,  to  eoaeider  and 
repoit  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  eatiiled  "An  act  to  alter  aad  araewl 
the  law  of  costs,"  wa«  read  the  seoond  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  RoB- 
BRTs,  Dagoett,  and  Rd«oi<bb,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Martin  Cole,  John  Pollock,  George  Westner,  aod 
Abraham  Welty,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
Jtatsed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  reBef  of  Jon- 
athan White,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Markin,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Friday,  February  2. 

The  Pbesidght  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
with  a  supplemottary  report  of  the  eommisno'n- 
ers  appointed  to  ascertain  and  adjust  eUims  fn 
land  in  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  Siaca 
of  Looisiana;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  the  7th  of  December,  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Legiilatura  of  the  Miasisup- 
pi  Territory. 

Mr.  Daggbtt  presented  the  petition  of  William 
S.  Hotchkiss  and  others,  eitizens  of  Newburn,  in 
the  Slate  of  Cooneotieat,  concerned  in  the  busi- 
ness of  rope-makiag,  prayiogalaw  may  be  passed 

? [ranting  a  suitable  drawback  of  the  dnties  on 
breigD  hemp  roanufkctured  into  cordage  in  the 
United  States,  and  thence  exported,  or  some  other 
relief,  for  reasons  slated  in  ibe  petition ;  whiofa 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  appoint* 
ed  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  as  relates  to  Mannfaetares^ 

On  motioD,  by  Mr.  SANronn,  the  committee 
to  whom  was  r^ned  the  petition  of  Herman 
Hendricks  waadiaehargedfVom  the  further  eoneid- 
eratioa  thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  fortb«  pro- 
riding  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  Mr.  Var- 
HUH  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and 

Mr.  RosBRTS  moved  to  strike  out  the  4th,  Stb, 
6th,  and  7ih  sections  of  Ihe  biil^  and  proposed  fee 
eonsideratioQ  sundry  new  sections  lo  be  inserted 
in  lieu  thereof;  which  were  read,  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Babbodr,  the  further  consideFation  of  tb« 
biU  and  amendments  were  postponed  nntil  Sun- 
day next. 

Mr.  KiHG,  from  the  eommittae  to  wbom  waa 
referred  the  memorial  of  Tkotnas  B.  Wait  and 
Son^  praying  for  eneonragement  in  the  printing 
of  a  second  and  improved  edition  of  the  pablio 
documents,  to  be  comprised  in  nloe  rolqmes,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution}  whieb  waa  rend 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Ketohed,  That  fire  hottdred  copies  of  the  Slate  pa- 
pers and  public  doeapients  pn^toted  to  be  printed  by 
T.  B.  Wait  and  Sons,  be  taken  for  the  ose  of  Con- 
gress and  the  eewal  Exaeutive  d^artoients;  T.  B. 
Wait  snd  Boos  engaging  to  deliver  the  same  at  tha 
Seputment  of  Stat^  in  well  bound  voUinss,  at  two 
dollars  and  a  quarter  for  «edi  volume. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoNOAT,  February  5. 
Robert  Q.  Harper,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legiriature  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  from 
the  29th  of  January,  1810,  to  the  3d  of  Mareb) 
i  Xffil,  produced  his  credentials,  which  were  read; 
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ni  the  oath  prestrribed  hj  law  was  administered 
to  him,  and  he  took  bis  seat  tD  the  Senate. 

The  Pbesideht  commanicaled  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  ifae  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  resolotioo  of  the  Senate  of  the  26ih  of  Jan- 
natyi  Ifil^eihibiiing  the  amount  of  duties  re- 
ctfiTed  on  imported  ult,  from  the  eommeittemsnt 
of  the  preseDt  GoTernmeot,  to  the  31st  4^  Decern* 
ber,  1814,  aad  the  bountr  paid  on  the  exporteljoa 
of  fteUed  fish  aod  salted  prorisioiis ;  aad  the  re- 
port was  read. 

ifr.  Tarr,  from  the  Cmmittee  on  Naval  Af- 
Ain,  ID  whom  vas  referred  the  rt^rt  of  the  Seo- 
rctnr  ^  ^Tf,  oa  the  petition  of  WiUiam 
Garratt,  reported  thefoUomDgresolvtioB ;  wfaieh 
wm  read: 

RetoMfed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is 
nireasonaUe,  and  oagfat  not  to  be  panted. 

Mr.  Sampord  presented  the  petition  ofLathrop 
Thompson  and  others,  of  Southotd,  in  the  State 
of  New  fork,  remonstratine  against  the  transpor- 
tation and  opening  the  maifon  the  Sabbath;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Sahfobd,  referred  to  the  eoramittee  to  whom 
were  referred  oa  the  22d  of  Deeemberj  the  pett- 
tioos  of  sundry  inhabitanla  of  Bearer  county,  in 
the  Stale  of  PeoBsylrftnia,  oa  the  sane  sv^jeci. 

Mr.  CoBUT  prteentcd  the  peiittoB  of  a  Dumber 
ol  widoin,  or|»SB^  and  females,  of  New  Man- 
eherter,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the 
eneouragement  of  domestic  mannfaetures,  for  rea- 
sons stated  in  the  petition ;  whiek  ma  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mannfaetures. 

Mr.  SAKroRD  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
ihoald  ask  tears  to  briag  io  a  bill  eooceroing  cer- 
Cain  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of 
New  Toik. 

Mr.  LACOcr  communicated  a  resolution  of  the 
L^slliture  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Fenosyl- 
raoia,  instructing  the  Senator^  and  requesting 
the  i^resentatires  of  that  Sute,  in  Coogress,  to 
use  their  endearors  to  procure  the  pasMge  of  a 
law  diriding  the  State  of  PeBBsylrania  into  two 
distrists,  aod  estabiisbiag  a  district  and  eirauit 
soBrt  of  the  Uoiied  Slates,  at  Pittsburg,  in  the 
•avnty  of  Allcgliuy. 

WftoretnoB.  on  skotion  by  Mc.  Lsroocx, 

JbsofBed;  That  a  coaamittes  be  appoisted  to 
isMoin  iato  the  expedieocyof  dindiog  the  State 
«f  rsBBsylrania  iuto  two  districts,  and  establish- 
lug  a  disuiet  and  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  at  Piitsboig,  in  the  county  of  Alleghany 

Ofdcrrd^  That  Messrs.  Lacock,  Robibts,  and 
Chacs^  be  the  committee. 

The  resolution  for  purchasing  &re  hundred 
copies  of  the  Sute  papers  and  puDlie  documents, 
proposed  to  be  printed  by  T.  B.  Wait  and  Sons, 
was  amended  aod  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wholfc  the  eonaideratioB  of  the  bill  to  reward 
the  oficeta  and  crew  of  the  laie  United  Stales' 
brjff  Argos;  and,  on 'motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the 
fivther  eonndcratian  dieveof -was  postponed  aiuil 
•Mioreow. 

The  Senate  vamed,  as  in  Conmitiw  «f  the 


Whole,  the  coneidetation  of  the  resolution  for  a 
proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  that  the  Senators  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  chosen  for  three  years;  and,  ob 
motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  eonsideratioa 
thereof  was  postponed  antU  Monday  next. 

A  messue  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  hare  pissed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  to  repe^  the  duties  on 
certain  articles  mannfitetared  within  the  United 
States;"  in  which  bill  they  reqaesc  the  concilia 
reoee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  meutioBed  was  read,  attd  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Saaate  resumed,  as  in  Oevmittee  of  the 
l^ole,  the  coBsideratioB  of  the  bill  further  pro- 
riding  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  together  with 
the  amendments  proposed  thereto;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  bit!  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Frombmtih,  Tatlob,  and 
QoLDBBOBoooU,  wers  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  billj  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty 
on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to  cer- 
tain ressels  employed  in  the  fisheries  j  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Dacobtt,  the  further  emsidera- 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


TufisDAT,  February  6. 

Mr.  Frohbntin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  further  ^oriding  for  the 
Library  of  Congress,  reported  It  amended. 

Mr.  VABNOH,fron  the  committee  to  whoa 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Francis  Lt  Burnii 
reported  a  bill,  aothorinag  the  openiag  and  wo^ 
ing  copper  mines  on  Ldm  Superior,  and  for  otbtt 
purposes }  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  paieed  to 
the  second  reeding. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  A^ 
fhtrs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petffion  of  James 
P.  Watson,  reported  the  feHowing  resolndoa; 
which  was  read: 

Xetohed,  That  it  is  insxpedient  st  this  tims  to  gtaat 
the  prayer  of  the  pstitioner,  and  that  he  hare  lears  te 
withdraw  his  petition. 

Agreeably  to  notice  girei^  Mr.  Sampobd 
asked  aod  obtained  leare  to  Iving  in  a  bill,  eoa- 
cersing  certain  courts  of  the  United  Statc^  im 
the  State  of  New  York ;  and  the  bill  was  iud| 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Naval  Committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  William  Oarratt.  Whero- 
upon, 

Be$olved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  xi 
nnreasoBabl^  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  anthoriziog  the  purehsse  of  (re  bun* 
dred  copies  of  State  papers,  proposed  to  be  pub- 
lished by  T.  B.  Wait  aod  Sons,  which  wti  amend- 
ed and  agreed  to  as  ftdlows : 

ibeoM,  TbatfiTebmdredeopietortheAata 
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pipers  and  public  docameats,  proposed  to  be 
printed  by  T.  B.  Wait  and  Sods,  be  taken  for  tiie 
use  of  Congress,  and  the  tereral  Executive  de- 

Sarimeots;  T.  B.  Wait  and  Sods,  engaKing  to 
eliver  tbe  same  at  tbe  DepartmeDt  of  Stale  in 
well  bound  Tolumes,  at  two  dollars  and  a  quarter 
for  each  volume. 

Whereupon,  od  motion  by  Mr.  Vabhdu,  tbe 
•aid  resolution  was  recommitted  to  Messrs.  Kino, 
Tariidh,  and  FROHBNTm,  with  insuactions  to 
Kport  a  bill  accordingly. 
The  foUowins  Message  was  received  from  tbe 

pBSaiDEHT  OF  TBB  UnITBD  St&TBB  : 

7b  Me  Senate  and  Houu  of 

RepnaentatiMt  m  Vnited  Statea  .■ 
It  if  rapreMBtad,  that  the  landa  in  the  Michigan 
ToritoiTt  designated  law  towards  satisfying  land 
bonntias  promised  the  soldiers  of  the  late  arm^,  are  so 
eorered  with  swamps  and  lakes,  or  otherwise  unfit 
fcr  coItiTKtioB,  that  a  very  ineonnderable  proportion 
can  be  applied  to  the  intended  grants.  I  ijecommeDd, 
therefiuv,  that  other  lands  be  designated  by  Cwigiess, 
far  the  porpose  of  snndjiog  the  deficiency* 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Fbbbuabx  6, 1816. 

Tbe  Message  vas  read,  and  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Military  Aflbirs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  refwal  the  duties 
OQ  eertaio  articles  manafiietDred  withia  tbe  XToi- 
ted  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
ted  to  the  Committee  appointed  on  so  much  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  tbe  United  Stttes 
as  relates  to  Finance  and  an  Unifbrm  National 
Currency. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  eniiiled 
"An  act  to  eontioue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  aalt,  granting  a 
bcHiDty  on  pickled  fish  e^Mrted,  and  allowances 
to  eeriain  vessels  employeain  the  fisheries}"  and 
on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  1"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
Sa^j*  6,  aa  follows : 

Vbm— MeMS.  Bairy,  Bibb»  Brovmt  Campbell, 
Chaoe,  Condit,  Oaillard,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
King,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire  Mason  of 
Tirginia,  Morrow,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tait,  Talbot, 
Taylor,  Wells,  Willums,  and  Wilson. 

Naxs — Messrs.  Goldsboroagh,  Htcon,  ThompsoQ, 
lienor.  Turner,  and  Tammn. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  reward 
die  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States*  brig 
A^ns ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  tbe  further 
CQuideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Thnrs- 
day  next. 

INTERNAL  IMPROTEMENTB. 

Mr.  MoKBOw,  from  tbe  committee  appointed 
on  so  mnch  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  roads  and  canals, 
made  a  report  in  part,  which  was  read,  together 
with  a  bill,  making  appropriation  for  the  eon- 
stmetion  oi  roads  and  canals  j  and  the  bill  was 
itad,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
The  report  and  bill  are  as  follows : 
That  a  ^ew  of  iha  exlaat  of  ter^giy,  tha  nmabsr 
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and  ntsgnitode  of  navigable  lakes.  liim,  and  bays; 
the  Tsriety  of  climate,  and  consequent  diversity  of  pro- 
ductions embraced  by  tbe  United  States,  cannot  ful  to 
impose  the  conviction,  that  a  capedl;  ezuts  in  this 
coontiy  to  maintain  an  extensive  internal  OMinercc. 
The  variety  of  productiona  peculiar  to  the  several  pait^ 
invites  to  the  prosecution  of  a  commerce  of  the  most 
interesting  kind.  A  commerce  internal,  sulriect  scAaly 
to  the  r^folstions  of  the  country,  not  dependent  on,  or 
materially  affected  by  the  viciuitudes  of  foreign  com- 
petition or  c(41isiODs ;  the  profits  on  which  will  rest  in 
the  coantiy,  «nd  make  an  addition  to  the  wealth  of 
the  nation.  Such  a  commerce  will,  in  its  natural  ten- 
dency, create  interests  and  Mings,  consmant  wilk 
the  great  interests  of  the  oonunnnity.  Any  ptactieabi* 
sdieme,  therefore,  for  improvement  of  roads  and  inland 
navigation,  having  for  its  object  the  encooiagemeirt 
and  extension  of  a  commerce  so  beneficial,  has  strong 
claims  to  the  attention  and  aid  of  Government^  C0BSti> 
tnted  to  promote  the  generkl  wel&re. 

Soch  improTements,  executed  on  an  extennve  ■calOr 
would  unquestionably  contribute  to  the  general  intMSst 
and  increase  of  wealth  in  the  nation,  for,  whatever  tends 
to  accelerate  the  progress  of  industry,  in  its  vsrions 
and  particular  brandiM,  or  to  remove  the  obstacles  to 
its  rail  «xertion,muBt,  in  the  result,  pTodace  that  effect. 
The  contemplated  improvement  in  roads  and  canals, 
by  extending  the  communication  for  commercial  and 
personal  intercourse,  to  the  interior  and  distant  jpurta 
of  tbe  Union,  would  bestow  common  benefits,  andgivo 
an  enlarged  ftcolty  to  the  great  branches  of  national 
industry,  whether  agnenltnial,  eofflmerdal,  or  mann- 
foctoring. 

Tbe  agricultural  products,  which  at  present,  ftcin 
inconvenient  distance,  tlieir  weight,  or  balk,  are  nn- 
portable,  could  then  be  carried  to  a  distant  market; 
the  .reduction  on  the  charge  for  transportation  would 
become  an  addition  to  the  price ;  and  a  ready  market, 
and  increased  price,  enhance  the  value  of  the  lands 
firom  which  the  products  were  drawn. 

The  general  commeioe  of  the  country  would  thwriiy 
receive  a  proportional  advantage  from  the  Increase  of 
the  quantity  of  articles  for  exportotion,  ^e  focility  and 
extenuott  to'  the  vending  of  imported  commoditiee,  as 
slso  from  a  more  general  consumption  arising  fi^m  an 
increased  abilitr  in  tbe  c<mmonity  to  purchase  such 
commodities.  To  manubctnrers  a  rednction  on  the 
charge  for  transportation  of  the  raw  material,  and 
wrought  commodity,  would  be  highly  beneficial.  The 
beneficial  efieets  on  individoal  interests,  and  die  gen- 
eral wealth  in  society,  ariMng  from  a  system  of  tieap 
conveyance,  by  artifleial  roads  and  canals,  does  nrt 
rest  ML  speculative  oj^nion  or  abstract  rsasonings  for 
confirmation ;  all  doubts  as  to  the  sdvantsges,  have 
been  removed  bjr  the  teet  of  experience  in  every  comi- 
try,  where  such  improvements  bave  been  executed  on 
a  liberal  scale. 

To  insnre  to  the  pursuits  of  useful  indnstiy  in  a  na** 
tion,  a  state  of  the  greatest  prosperity,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  protect  their  intereste  from  foreign  aggression,  to 
leave  them  nnrestrained  by  artifleial  provisions,  and  t» 
remove,  or  ameltorata,  die  natural  obstacles  to  their 
exertion,  by  public  works,  rendering  conveyance  prac- 
ticable and  cheap. 

Soch  public  woAs,  while  they  are  calculated  to  snb* 
serve  the  pecuniary  interests  of  every  industrious  class 
of  the  community,  are  higbl;^  important  in  a  political 
point  of  view.  The  citisettB,  in  the  most  remote  parts, 
would  be  bronght  Into  doee  connexion,^  a  ladlity 
to  eonnwreialuid personal  intercaons.  Tneosauwm 
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UWrti  Biid  identiCy  of  foeUags  thonee  arwof ,  woald, 
w  t  ccoMDt  to  the  jwrta,  (wad  together  the  whole,  with 
the  11x0119  Vmd  of  intcreet  and  aflectran,  giving  atabil- 
itjr  and  pevpetvty  to  the  Union ;  and,  aa  a  meana  of 
aaeurity,  tend  to  increaae  oor  eaparitf  Jbr  resiatanee 
to  (bre^Kn  tggrBariCTia,by  rendering  leaa  expenaiYe,  and 
■man  ftBKdn,oiu  militaiy  operatioaa.   The  diaadvan' 
ttgtm  msfmmmetd  and  heafj  cbargea  inoarred  during 
Uw  lata  war,  f»  want  of  mnad  naviffation  a^nig  the 
■a—iMt,  ooBaeetiiig  Uie  graat  pcfatoof  defence,  a»  erf 
too  neafit  d^,  and  dedalTO  a  diaracter,  to  require 
•ay  other  denMnitatiMi  that  •  fiualit;  in  inland  eook- 
■BBtoatiim  eonatitiiteB  a  pIi^c^>al  meana  of  oatienal 

It  ia  bdteved  diet  improvement*  eo  important  to  the 
pofitkal  and  general  intereat  of  aodety,  atand  atrongly 
recommended  to  Ike  attention  of  the  Natbnal  Legiela- 
Utre.  The  General  Oovemment  alone  poeaeae  die 
meana  and  reaDOreea  to  give  dinctkm  to  woifcs  calea- 
lated  tor  general  advantage,  and  to  insure  their  eom- 
^ale  naoition. 

The  particnlar  ol^ecta  of  this  ldnd»  to  which  public 
■id  tbmHi  be  given,  the  meana  to  be  employed,  and 
the  mode  of  applying  the  pnbUc  moneys  remain  to  be 
eonaideved. 

Hie  ot^oetB  are,  each  artificial  roads  and  canals  as 
are  jwaetieable  of  execution,  and  which  promise  a 
general  or  eztenstva  adTaotage  to  the  commnnity  ; 
others,  of  minor  importance,  that  are  local  in  their  na- 
tme,  and  will  produce  only  local  beneflto,  will,  more 
properly,  he  left  for  execniion  to  the  means  and  en- 
tcqiriae  of  indMdnali^  or  to  the  exerUona  of  particu- 
■brStatei.  It  is,  indeed,  a  political  maxim,  well  at- 
teeted  by  experience,  Utat  wherever  private  interests 
•re  emnpetent  to  the  provision  and  ^dication  of  their 
own  instromenti  and  means,  such  piovinon  and  means 
shoold  be  left  to  themselves. 

The  great  works  which  are  oalcniated  for  national 
advantage,  either  in  a  military  or  commercial  view, 
Am  exacation  mnat  dmnd  (at  leaat  fyt  ud)  on  the 
General  Oovenunent.  Wherever  great  obataeles  are 
to  be  overcome,  groat  power  and  means  must  be  em- 
jdoyed.  To  snch  wona  the  meana  of  associated  in- 
divtdoala  are  incompetent,  and  the  partieolar  Statea 
may  not  have  a  anfficient  interest  in  the  execntimi  of 
wfl^  of  the  moat  essential  advantage  to  oUier  parts 
of  the  community.  In  other  caaes,  where  interest 
might  be  aoffidendy  operative,  the  means  or  tiie  power 
may  not  be  poaaeaaed,  their  territorial  jnriadiction  be- 
ing fimited  nort  of  ibo  whole  extwit  of  the  worit. 

Ammig  many  other  ol^ecta  of  improvement  in  in- 
land navigation  and  roaoib  eoming  vriditn  the  above 
deaeriptiaa,  the  Mlowing  iqipean  to  be  recommended 
by  tlMu  impmlanee  to  the  attention  of  Congresa:  Ist. 
Canals  opeung  an  inland  navigation  along  the  At- 
lantic seacouL  Sd.  A  great  turnpike  road  from  North 
to  Sooth.  3d.  Tumptke  roads  forming  communications 
between  the  Atlanbe  and  Western  rivers.  4th.  Mili- 
tary road*  communicating  vrith  the  firondn  poeta ;  and, 
Sih.  AeanalafoaadtheFallatf(Muo,(nropwiingthebed 
of  the  liver  at  that  place. 

The  present  atate  of  the  national  finances,  and  the 
efflect  which  engaging  in  many  expensive  works  at  the 
same  time  would  prodace,  in  vaisiag  the  price  of  labor, 
Booma  to  point  out  the  policy  of  implying  the  |>ablic 
means  to  one,  or  only  a  few  of  these  objects,  in  the 
first  instance. 

The  difficulty  and  delicaCT  of  aelecling  a  particular 
aljoct  fiom  among  mai^  otum  of  a^nowlodged  im- 


portance and  great  intereat,  is  senribly  fiilt.  In  mak- 
ing the  decision,  general  interests  must  be  kept  in 
view,  and  be  held  superior  to  local  considerations.  It 
appears  proper,  that  when  the  Government  aathoriie 
the  expenditure  and  application  of  public  moneys,  to 
one  of  these  objects,  they  should  at  the  same  time 
adopt  a  system,  oalcniated  to  insure,  in  due  time,  the 
execution  of  other  works  reqniring  tiieir  aid. 

After  due  connderation,  and  that  examination  which 
the  committee  have  been  able  to  give  to  the  enltject, 
they  lespeetfiilly  recommend  to  toe  first  attention  irf 
Conpeas,  "the  Chesapeake  and  Ddiawan  CaBal*" 
being  in  their  opinion  of  the  first  importance,  and  r*- 
qairing  the  aid  of  tike  General  Government.  It  forms 
the  central  link  in  that  great  chain  of  inland  naviga- 
tion along  the  seacoast,  pn^>osed  to  be  opened.  It  is 
believed,  from  the  heel  evidence,  to  be  {Nracticable  of 
execution,  and  of  itseli^  unconnected  vrith  other  im- 
wovementSfWill  afibrd  the  meet  extensive  advantagaa* 
On  thia  the  committee  will  make  a  qiecial  rnwit. 

Of  the  di£^nt  modea  which  might  be  devised  of 
applying  public  moneys  to  object*  of  internal  improve- 
ments, that  of  authorising  snbaeriptions  for  a  luniled 
number  of  shares  of  the  stock  of  companies  incorpo- 
rated for  the  purpose,  aiqtean,  on  every  consideration, 
to  be  the  most  eligible.  By  limiting  the  nnmbnr  of 
aharea  to  be  snbacribed,  to  a  third,  or  leas  than  mo 
tuJS,  of  the  whole  atock,  there  is  more  security  that  tho 
Government  shall  not  become  ragaged  in  knpcaett 
cable  projects  for  improvement^  and  abo  lor  th* 
economical  expenditore  of  die  fond%  than  would  ba^ 
on  the  phui  of  a  direct  application  by  Government,  ^ 
thepuuic  nwneys. 

The  committee,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  funds 
may  be  made  applicable  to  the  objects  of  internal  im- 
provement, with  due  regard  to  the  atate  of  the  finances, 
and  demands  on  the  Treastuy,  requested  uiformation 
fran  the  Trearaiy  DnMrtmenL  The  infoimalion 
tained  aoeompantes  Uiia  t^rt  It  wiU  be  obaerved 
that  the  aar^vm  revenue  m^ioahle  to  these  olgaela 
is  hypothetically  stated  in  the  Beoetaty's  letter,  as  necea 
sarily  it  must  be^  in  Um  i»resent  stale  of  the  revwme 
laws. 

It  appears,  however,  under  any  contemplated  change 
in  the  existing  system,  that  the  revenue  would  be  wot 
ficient  to  supply,  after  die  present  year,  and  during 
a  state  of  peace,  an  annual  appropriation  of  $600,000 
for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement.  That  sum 
would  constitute  a  fbnd  capable  of  Meeting  many 
valuable  objects  of  that  kind;  and,  under  prosperous 
dreumetances,  die  fiind  might  be  gradnaUy  argnmented 
in  the  proportion  of  the  decrease  of  the  public  Ai^. 
But,  if  it  shall  enter  into  the  poli^  of  Government  to 
antiiorixe  expenditures  in  execntiott  of  the  works  cd- 
eniated  for  pubtie  advantage  and  general  convenience, 
the  aame  pohcy  vrill  direct  to  the  provision  of  the 
means.  For  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  resoarces 
of  the  nation  are  amply  sufficient,  when  brought  in 
aid  of  private  means,  to  effect  every  object  of  improve- 
ment en  roada  and  canals,  that  are  of  an  extenaiva 
nature,  and  of  national  eoncwn. 

The  committee  respectfully  propose,  that  an  annual 
appropriation  be  made,  to  constitute  a  fund  for  makit^ 
roads  and  opening  canals ;  that  the  fund  shall  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
^all,  whenever  authorized  by  Congress,  subscribe  for 
shares  in  the  slock  of  companies  incorporated  for  mak- 
ing artificial  loada  or  opeuag  canals,  ud'riiall  pay  out 
of  the  aforesaid  ftmd  the  instalments  as  tb^  beeomo 
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dw  «n  «uch  ihuM ;  that  vaj  dindeudi  th«aee  aniiBc, 
when  any  work  ^all  b«  cmnfdeted,  shall  be  paid  into 
and  become  a  port  of  nid  fond,  and  the  Seentaiy  ahall 
mort,  at  each  Ma«OD,  to  Congreaa,  all  axpanditora, 
■Dd  the  goBeral  atate  of  the  faui,  aa  wM  aa  the  atato 
of  tin  woiki  in  lAidi  the  Gownmant  are  eoaeemad. 

The  ewBDiUtae  have  direotad  a  bill  to  be  repmrted 
embracing  the  abore  promtons. 

The  hill  is  as  follows: 

Bt  it  eneettd,  40^  That  the  amual  awn  of 
drtlan  be,  and  the  aanre  is  herelrf,  appropriated  fbr  the 
ponoae  of  omatitoting  a  ftind,  fx  making  artificial 
iwida,  and  epanit^  eanak ;  whidt  annoal  ntm  shaH 
he  aat  apart,  and  faiTartably  pledged,  aa  a  fiittd  fi»-  the 
fstpo&t  afcreeaid,  and  fbr  no  other  vae  or  pwpoae 
whMsoerer ;  and  the  same  rfiall  be  placed,  and  hMd 
ttftder  the  qieoial  charge  aad  dbvotion  of  the  Sae- 
latarjr  of  the  Treaaorjt  tat  the  tkM  bekig :  IVbpMW, 
Hut  notfiing  herein  oonMined  duiU  be  oonatrtwd  to 
onrent  CkHigrasa  fiom  asmending  this  i^ipropriatien 
tateg  a  atate  of  war  whh  any  fineign  PMrer,  in 
Wlddi  the  United  States  mnj  be  engaged. 

ttM.  %  And  be  it  further  entuied,  That  whanvrcr 
OoDgtfas  shall,  by  law,  anthoriie  sabacription  to  be 
mde  for  ibares  of  the  stodt  i4  any  company  iDCOrpo* 
nKad,  tot  making  atitfcial  roaib  or  canab,  and  a  SQb< 
aoription  conformable  thereta  aball  hare  been  made  on 
Iwbatfof  the  United  Statea,  all  moneys  whidi  AM 
bvoMMdoa  aeaavfing  tetha  pHnishuatrf  andiaets, 
«a  the  ahatas  of  stoek  holden  hy  the  United  States, 
shall  he  paid  out  of  the  aforesud  Aind. 

Sao.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  dtridends 
or  profits  which  shall  aecme  from  the  shares  of  stock 
holdm  by  the  United  States,  aball  be  leoeived  by  the 
aald  Seemtary,  and  shall  by  him  be  paid  into  the  said 
ftnd,  asd  become  a  part  tlwreof. 

a>e.  4,  And  be  itjurtker  enaOed,  That  it  shall  be 
die  ftuAsr  dn^of  ute  said  Saenta^,  to  make  to  Ckn- 
gvesa,  at  each  asasloo,  a  Tspart  on  the  atate  <rf'1ha  said 
fend,  with  the  expenditnres  and  reonpts,  togeOmwith 
theatateof  (he  work  on  aH  reads  and  canab,iD  Iheeati- 
attMilcMiof  whiflh  the  United  Statea  have  become  con- 
cerned in  the  mauner  afbnaaid. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 

Mr.  MoRBow,from  the  same  committee,  mad« 
the  follovingreport,in  part,  together  with  abill  to 
Authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sub- 
scribe, in  behalf  of  the  Uuited  States,  for  

irhares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Caoal  Company ;  and  the  biil  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  ooDunittee,  to  whom  was  vefened  so  much  ef 
the  Pr«aideBt's  Massage  as  lelatea  to  roads  and  canals, 
having,  in  their  genenl  report,  recommsnded  to  C«b< 
psBs  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  osinal  as  a&  oh- 
joet  of  first  importance  requiring  the  aid  of  the  Cl«> 
ml  GoTemment,  beg  leave  to  make  a  separate  report 
conceraing  the  aame. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Dtdaware  canal,  as  an  object 
of  high  national  imporunce,  has  lor  many  years  claimed 
Ae  attenttMi  of  Congress.  It  was  first  presented  to 
their  consideratien  in  the  year  1806,  by  a  nienorial  of 
fts  Resident  and  directora,  dated  the  latof  Deoenbw, 
ISOfi;  and,  by  a  report  sobssaMnlly  made,  an  the  Slst 
of  Msrcb,  1806,  it  appeara  that  an  enlvhiened 
mittee  of  the  Senate  reotHumended  that  idd  should  be 
gnated  to  the  memorialists.  The  rapnt  of  this  csm- 
aittsa  was  finally  adopted,  and  one  or  own  hills  paased 


the  Sanata  aathoriaing  a  gmt  of  Isad  to  the  oompaMy, 
not  exceeding  two  handred  thonsapd  aecea,  to  he  ox- 
changed  ibr  the  stpek  of  the  eeapaay.  Tliaae  Ulla, 
however,  w«o  poa^msed  by  the  Honse  of  Bsprsaenlai 
tivos^  wring,  it  is  bdisvadt  to  tho  peeoUar  swhafraaa 
iMBto  of  the  oooBtij  the  periods  they  wars  asat  Ar 
coMwreiica* 

In  Jobs,  1813,  tha  aal^  of  the  ChaaaMaka  mk 
Delaware  canal  was  agsla  bron^  fi>rwaTd  hefbve  the 
Senate,  and,  on  the  iMi  of  July,  a  eonnitttae  reported 
ttwt  it  would  not  be  azpefient  to  act  upon  (he  snb- 
jeet  at  ao  lata  a  period  ef  the  aeasion,  but  at  die  tkio 
earnestly  recommended  It  to  the  early  uid  attantlM 
consideration  of  the  Senate  at  the  next  meethlg  ef 
Congress.  But  then,  uafcrtanstaly,  the  war  and  die 
financid  imbairaasmaals  of  tfaa  oranHy  Mmde  bk 
attempt  Id  wtiva  the  snlgeet  Now,  lanravsr,  tta 
prs-existiBg  ebstadas  vPMdd  seem  to  bs  happily  re- 
moved, and  tho  piossnt  nomsBt  sppsam  to  your  es» 
mittee  highly  anspicioua  for  Gengteas  to  inteipaae, 
and  to  grant  ita  prompt  and  efficient  aid  ta  the  e»»< 
pany. 

For  a  full  and  able  exposition  of  the  histoiy  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  of  its  ntili^,  ofits 
practicable  and  eai^  execution,  of  the  progpasa  and 
atate  of  the  work,  of  the  probable  expsnse,  and  vSiAke 
causes  which  compaUed  the  oompany  to  suspend  their 
operations,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  teSvt  the 
Senate  to  the  said  memorial  of  the  [nasident  and  di- 
rectors, with  their  obserrationB  acoompanying  the  same ; 
to  the  report  of  the  Senate,  made  diereupon,  of  the 
Slst  of  March.  1806,  and  also  to  the  report  of  tho 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  roads  and  canals,  made 
in  pursuance  of  s  resolution  of  the  Smate  of  the  Sd  of 
March,  1807;  and  pray  that  (he  ssme  may  bs  taken  aa 
a  part  of  this  their  report 

After  this  general  refinance,  your  committee  dean 
ttnnneceasary  to  go  into  a  fldl  diseuaien  of  tha  in»- 
its  and  ntlKqr  of  the  Cheai^eaka  and  DaUnnae  oaaal. 
They  vriU,  however,  glanoe  at  one  or  two  of  tbe  most 
inraortant  considsratHma. 

The  Cheaapeake  and  Delaware  oanal  may  with  jua* 
ties  be  eonaidered  as  of  first.rste  importauce  in  the 
great  prcpoasd  line  of  inlsnd  navigation  ^ong  tha 
Atlantic  eeafooard  from  North  to  Soalh,  and  ita  exaen- 
tion  as  assuring  tha  epaniag  of  that  great  oemmuioa* 
tiatt  at  no  vary  distant  pstiod. 

It  eirtraeea  vrithia  usslf  a  wide  attsadad  nnge  of 
interests  fimn  North  CsMlilta,  including  all  tbe  ttMms 
and  lan^ngs  on  tlu  rivers  and  wateis  itf  that  State, 
mptyiog  into  tha  Albemaria  aad  PaasUeo  sounds,  aa 
waU  as  that  of  the  nnmerous  rims  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  which  empto  into  tha  Chsssfsaks  Bay,  fin 
a  distance  of  sue  hmBHod  m&es,  to  l^eutoii,  on  dM 
Ddawara. 

dua  ia  not  the  meat  inletastiBg  view  of  this  soh- 
joet  The  Cheaapeaha  a«d  DahnnM  canal  is  wpaci 
aQy  calculated  to  siAserva  and  woniota  Aa  great  in- 
terests ei  the  nation.   Aa  a  mitttaty  waifc,  it  olbia 

focUities  of  the  highest  iflspntsnoe. 

From  the  extent  and  exposure  of  the  Ailantie  States 
to  an  enemy  poaseassd  of  s  naval  supsriori^,  how  im- 
portant is  it  to  have  an  interior  nsvigatiaa  along  and 
near  the  frontier,  which  will  admk  of  the  trsmqportatiaai 
of  an  army,  with  its  ardHa(y,dbe.,  in  aafety,  fimmpefaK 
to  point,  with  s  oalari^  of  movement  equal  to  tut  of 
the  enemy. 

During  the  BoToIntiooary  war,  it  is  stated  that  Gen* 
aral  WAsniMBTon  often  tamontsd  din  want  of  a  asvi- 
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gmUtonalfrom  ChaftpeiiLC  to  the  Dekwam.  Hia 
■ujlpGM  far  mt^fut  wera  dnwu  from  tli«  ChM- 
nMke,  snd  the  AflwoltiM  hv  ftxpsrioiieed  in  prmo- 
imglhe  meuw  fcr  trnnpntiBg  diem  aerOM  the  Miimu 
an  Mid  to  lum  bwn  suoncnnUy  gfwt> 

Bat  wli*t  iM  aort  IuMil«d  wai  Hit  dangmm  and 
Tflx^wns  detottioa  to  wliiA  W  wm  faMriUHy  mb- 
jedad,  nAm  b»  aftiMd  at  tte  Mmnu  on  Ui  nareh  to 
Ihe  SoAtk,  fcr  Hm  wwot  ^  wmgoiu  l»  truHport  bk 
«tor«i  ad  beny  u^stj  ftom  one  bay  t«  tb"  oikar. 
Tl^  diteiitwB,  at  a  jsaelm  ae  ailieal.«Bdar  dmiBH 
•taacM  leaa  ftvomUe,  i^ikt  bam  pmed  fttid  to  htaa 
•ad  to  bii  vwj- 

Tkfl  bwopTeniCTcai  felt  and  iautorisUfl  ezpenae 
ineiimd  by  individnak  as  weR  aa  dia  pnUie,  iming 
Ifae  bfta  war,  in  tiie  vast  and  heary  traaaporti^Mia 
aeniM  tfw  iaAmva,  nrait  be  fraA  in  tbo  reeeUeetkm  of 
Bo  great  was  the  carriage,  dnmig  th»  pe-  1 
riod,  of  goods,  tcbacoo,  flour,  oetton,  and  odier  bvlky 
artidM  acnaa  tbe  penhMda,  that  it  became  neceaMrr 
to  uae  Sdxu  distinct  Unea  of  Imnportttton  from  dillar- 
ent  points  of  die  Cfaeeapeake  to  corresponding  points 
of  ^e  Delswan,  at  an  expense  of  mgen^estiinated 
fin-  one  year  at  not  less  than  fonr  bandied  andfeorteen 
tboaaand  deUsn,  aearijr  ono-haffof  tbe  esdmated  cost 
sftbecaaaL 

The  committee  ftutfaer  rematk  that,  if  ft  is  at  any 
tim«  to  enter  into  the  lUieral  policy  of  Congreasto  aid 
dte  Chesapeake  and  Sdaware  cans!,  then  arefeMona 
in  Terence  to  the  particolar  state  of  the  werk  itsdf 
why  that  dd  sbooM  be  ^>ee£ly  afforded. 

Pndiewantof  fiinds  theoperationiof  die  company 
bare  steed  snspended  for  ten  yean  and  upwards ;  and 
that  important  and  difficult  put  of  fte  won,  the  feeder, 
(nesjly  eempkted,)  wi&  tts  aeveral  embankments, 
oilrartB,  and  btidgee,  is  exposed  to  daOy  injOT,  and  in 
danger  of  great  fibi^alionf  tf  not  Toln.  BeMes,  tte 
company  not  hsriag  been  able  to  comply  wHb  mtatn 
eeotracu  for  \ands  and  water  ligfats  for  the  nse  of  the 
eua^  suits  bare  been  brou^t  and  judgments  obtained 
hy  fin  pro^vtetOTs  against  diem ;  so  that  the  lands  and 
water  rigfata  so  pnrdiased  are  in  danger  of  being  sold, 
and  the  money  actaally  paid  in  part  for  eaid  lands  and 
water  rif^ts,  amoontiBg  to  la^  snms,  is  in  dasger  of 
being  actaally  lost. 

One  other  renaA  the  oommittoe  han  deemed 
weilhy  of  nodce.  The  Chesapet&ie  and  Delaware 
canal  neceaaaiily  passes  throngh  thk  extremities  of  two 
Stakes,  without  being  so  centnd  to  either  as  to  eom,- 
Buad  the  gsaeral  intereits  of  eidier  government.  Its 
peeofisr  local  sitaation  would,  therefin-e  seem  to  re* 
oommend  it  to  the  aid  and  patronage  of  the  Oenwal 
CkmtRunent,  cspcdally  in  omnexion  widi  its  aduovH- 
•dgad  local  and  geurd  ntfliQ-. 
ftlw  wlMla  expense  of  On  canal  ii  estimated 

at         -  f8W,0W 

Of  which  has  been  paid  by  the  atoekhflldwrs, 

and  expended  on  the  woik    -  MKM>W 

Tet  wanted  to  complete  the  canal  •  TSt^oM 
To  raise  this  stun,  the  oommiltee 

propose  dwt  CoDgresB  duinld 

anthotiie  a   sabectiption  for 

3,000  shares  of  tbe  stot^oftbe 

company,  at  9200  pet  share, 

making       ....  «400,000 
llieie  ranHu  to  be  paid  in,  on 

die  stock  anhserihed  and  not 

Aiftitad       ....    100,000—  500.000 

lMtfavade«ait<tf      -      -      -      -  •SM^MO 


which,  it  n  presumed,  will  be  made  up  by  aiMitianal 
indSvidual  and  other  snbscriptioM. 

In  Axing  upon  the  sum  of  9400,000,  tbe  oemarittee 
bare  had  r^|ard  to  the  embairassmento  of  tbe  osm- 
pany,  the  magnilada  of  die  w«k,  and  A*  diroeaitton 
bentflfiN*  mMdfested  by  the  Beaato  to  grant  laiids  to 
company  equal  in  value  to  Ae  snm  now  profseed. 
Upon  due  consideration,  tbe  comazittse  an  of  opia* 
ion  ttat  the  snm  of  9400,000  ought  to  be  appropriated, 
to  be  applied  by  way  of  subscription  fer  the  stock  of 
tlw  Ghesqnake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  aad 
hsvs  aeeordingly  anbaaittad  a  UB  wUfa  this  nperl  ftr 
-that  pnipese. 

Ob$ervatwm  rejecting  the  CkaapetAe  and  Ddawan 
Canal. 

The  Committee  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delawara  Canal  Company,  appinnted 
to  pressnt  their  memorial,  and  solicit  die  aid  and  pa^ 
tronage  of  Congress,  beg  leave  nspoctfiiUy  to  offer  to 
the  members  <iX  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentap 
tivcs  the  followbig  Ihcts  and  observationa  nladve  to 
the  said'  canal,  as  the  ground  and  reasons  fer  tWr 
application : 

The  utility  of  canals  in  every  C(ranti7  where  diey 
hare  been  introduced  is  proved  by  the  example  of  so 
many  great  nations,  both  ancient  and  modem,  that  at 
diis  period  it  seems  almost  unnecessaty  to  enter  Into 
an  iuvestigadon  of  their  general  ndKty,  erof  tfaeirbW 
tory.  In  order,  however,  to  show  dieir  appHcadon  to 
tbe  United  Stetes  vrith  more  ibrce,  and  to  prove  the 
graatnesB  of  dieir  importance,  a  riiort  sketch  of  thrfr 
introduction,  and  subaeqaent  impovement  by  many 
distingQished  natbns,  may  revive  the  recollection  of  the 
members  to  numerous  facte  and  principles  which  must 
have  oecumd  to  them  in  tfasir  general  stadias. 

At  a  veiy  early  period  of  soeie^,  die  Bgyptiass  be- 
stowed imrnsBse  advantoges  on  dietr  eonntiy  by  dm 
canals  th^  exeented  along  the  Nile,  and  ftom 
the  Meditenaneaa  to  the  Red  Sea,  throuf^  the  isthmw 
of  Saex,  by  which  means  tbe  conkmerca  of  India  an4 
aU  tbe  maritone  paite  Hi  Asia  was  opened  to  Kampa 
and  the  countries  commuiicating  with  tfaa  M«dfterra> 
nean,  and  was  the  searee  of  all  their  great  impieve- 
meats  in  the  arte  and  power.  T%e  aeooontaof  sevaml 
modem  travdleis,  and  particniarly  llie  researchos  af 
the  French  and  British,  who  latriy  visited  diat  can- 
try,  afienl  am{de  testimony  of  die  existence,  opeiation, 
and  advantages  af  these  aanab. 

Fiom  sonnes  no  leas  anihentic  and  particalarty 
from  the  tete  embaaqr  of  Lord  Macsitnqr,  we  lean 
the  imrneoae  extent  aad  utiU^  of  the  canals  of  Ofatoa, 
which  bnng  the  pndnete  of  diat  vast  Espira  from  ite 
most  distant  provinces,  interchange  thoee  of  one  regiaa 
and*  climate  with  another,  and  astabtish  a  profbnnd  sys- 
tem of  palttioal  ecoaomy  dinni^  the  coiuitiy. 

Tfaa  Oneb  and  Komaaa  attenqptad  to  intessset  lbs 
Isthmus  of  Ootmd^  and  savenl  otDsrimpBctant  passes ; 
but,  partly  fimn  their  ignorance  of  bck  na^galioa,  and 
pardy  fmn  dub  genius  bnng  lem  devoted  te  cem- 
meroe  and  manuftctnres  than  to  war  and  the  luxury 
of  the  fine  arts,  few  works  of  this  kind  remain  in  the 
oountiiee  they  governed. 

No  sooner,  however,  had  die  ^lirit  of  commercs  re- 
vived, after  the  barbarous  ages,  than  the  nations  of 
Eurow  b^an  extensive  woriEs  of  this  kind;  since 
which,  the  improvement  of  those  works  has  cootiaually 
increased  with  die  civilisation  of  the  ooontries  which 
have  ad^ted  dum,  and  has  been  tha  chief  meuia  of 
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Introdacmg  and  nooriihui;  th«ir  commerce,  their  duud- 
nfutares,  aod  thote  awful  arts  which  have  changed 
the  emiditioD  of  mankind,  and  promoted  the  happineaa 
of  the  people  more  than  all  oUier  circonutancea. 

Some  of  the  Brat  modem  canaU  were  undertakeo 
sad  execnted  bj  the£reerapublieaof  Itily,  where  lock 
Asvigntton,  wUdi  fenoi  an  imp^tant  en  in  the  hia- 
toiT  of  eanab,  WH  ftnt  need. 

Fruieet  under  her  ancient  Kiagi,  twAy  engaged  in 
eBteipriaea  of  ao  much  ralae  to  the  nation ;  Hanr;  IV. 
oonatracted  the  cuial  of  Briare,  and  deajgned  many 
•than,  which  have  since  been  executed.  Louis  XIV. 
began  and  completed  the  great  cana)  of  Langnedoc, 
wUch,  extending  from  the  Mediterranean  to  Toulouse, 
opened  the  commanicatioD  from  that  aea  to  the  Bay  of 
Biicay,  and  haa  at  once  fimiiihed  incalenlahle  advan- 
tages, by  aaving  a  drciut  of  near  two  thonaand  milea 
of  aea  navigation,  and  eatablixhed  a  monnmMit  of  his 
greatneaa  more  durable  than  all  the  other  transactions 
of  hia  reign;  saccoediog  Kings,  in  the  same  manner, 
added  numerous  worka  of  the  kind;  and  the  nation, 
both  while  a  Republic  and  under  its  present  Emperor, 
amidst  all  the  wars  and  calamities  it  baa  snared,  baa 
unceasingly  devoted  itself  to  the  construction  of  canals. 

In  Holland  and  Flanders,  still  more  attention  haa 
been  bestowed  to  this  important  subject.  The  former 
nation  may,  indeed,  be  said  to  owe  its  poliUcal  oripn 
,aiid  ezistenca  to  canals,  since  tltey  not  only  drain  the 
'eoantiy,  t^itintenei^it  ao  much  in  every  direction  ai 
to  Ham  the  tmivenal  meana  of  eommnnieation. 

In  Flanders  eo  nomennu  are  canals,  that  few  of  its 
dtiea  are  without  them ;  and  the  adnunbla  agricnltare 
ud  maoulacturea  of  those  jvovineea  have  been  formed 
and  broDght  to  matoritj  by  the  aid  which  water  eon- 
veyanoe  aflbrda  them. 

But  the  island  of  Great  Britain  ftimiabea  a  proof  of 
the  advantages  of  canala  beyoud  any  other  country. 
That  nation  has  now  become  the  maritime  rival,  and 
■lotost  the  controUer,  of  every  commercial  peofrie;  her 
superiority  has  arisen  from  her  nnboondea  oommerce, 
■ua  the  vast  wealdi  it  haa  introduced,  the  basis  of  which 
wealth  ia  her  immenae  manu&ctures,  which  supply  the 
wants  of  a  targe  portion  of  the  earth;  the  foundation 
of  tbeee  manoia^area  iias  again  been  formed  by  her 
internal  improvements,  and  particularly  her  canala, 
which,  since  th«r  introduction  by  the  Duke  of  Bridge- 
water,  scarce  S&j  years  ago,  have  been  so  rapidly  ex- 
tended as  to  traverse  the  kingdom  in  every  dinctton. 
By  theee  meana  her  mineiof  coal,  iron,  Umeatmo,  and 
croy  other  raw  matorialt  havo  been  opened  and  dls- 
Mned  for  tbeiniipOBe  of  manufocture;  while  the  pro- 
Mdi  of  aglicauDre  have  been  conveyed  from  provmoe 
to  province,  and  the  demand^  of  one  place  aupplied  the 
lesourees  ot  another ;  hence,  by  her  immenae  inland 
navigation,  nniveraat  iadnatry  and  employment  have 
been  everywhere  difiused;  first,  to  supply  her  own 
wants,  and,  secondly,  to  furnish  a  vast  supply  for  ex- 
port, to  obtain  the  wealth  of  other  conntries. 

The  United  etatca,  both  from  their  present  political 
and  natural  ntaiAiott,  demand  from  their  Government 
every  aid  it  can  flimish,  which  renders  it  dubious 
whether  there  la  any  otgect  which  can  more  higUy 
Bierit  the  attention  of  thnr  rulen.  Th«r  eiril  and  tu 
industry  of  the  peo{de  have,  in  a  few  years,  carried 
their  agriculture  to  an  immense  extent;  and  their  en- 
terprise haa  created,  with  the  means  it  famishes,  a 
commerce  which  now  vies  with  die  oldest  nations  of 
Europe.  But  her  rapid  increase  in  prosperity  haa  al- 
nady  dnnranpini  her  the  envy,  the  jealonay,  and  the 


hostility  of  other  nations,  which  alone  can  be  counter- 
acted by  improving  her  internal  strength,  supplying  her 
wants,  as  far  aa  poasible,  by  her  own  produce  and  man- 
uiaoturea,  and  extending  her  agriculture,  eo  u  to  gain 
from  ita  anrplos  the  wealth  of  other  nations,  and  tax- 
nish  her  own  Government  with  the  aapport  it  may  r«- 
quire  in  every  exigency. 

For  all  thelw  purposes  her  want  of  population,  and 
the  allurements  held  out  by  her  unsettled  territory, 
form  the  onl;r  obstacle.  The  price  of  labor  retards  hex 
agricultural  improvements,  and  prevents  the  more  ra{Hd 
increase  of  her  nianufaclures  ^  and  the  difficulty  of  com- 
munication from  one  part  of  her  territory  to  anotber» 
sdds  immensely  to  these  disadvantages*  It  most  be  ob- 
vious, therefore,  that  whatever  mechanical  or  other 
arts  can  lessen  or  supply  the  want  of  manual  labor«  ot 
whatever  improvements  can  accelerate  internal  eoiii> 
munieatioD,  are  of  infinitely  more  importance  in  the 
present  situatbn  of  the  country  than  at  a  future  ono, 
and  form  at  thie  moment  the  foirest  objects  for  privnte 
exertion  and  public  encouragement. 

It  ia  only  necessary  to  examine  the  produce  of  the 
difierent  States,  to  be  convinced  how  much  that  pro- 
duce mvr  be  so  disposed  as  to  form  an  incalculable  in- 
crease of  internal  reeoorce  and  foreign  wealth. 

The  Southern  States  famish  abundance  of  material*, 
which,  if  dwajdy  conveyed  to  the  Middle  and  Morthom 
States,  would  encourage  manufacturea.  Coal,  which 
ia  the  baaia  of  almost  every  manu&cture,  abounds  on 
the  navigable  waters  of  James  river,  in  Virginia,  and  ia 
wanted  not  only  in  the  maritime  cities,  and  along  the 
whole  seacoaat,  but  in  those  interior  aituationa  where 
meana  exist  for  forming  milk  and  waterwerka ;  wheat, 
floor,  and  earn,  are  produced  in  the  Middta  States^  and 
wanted  both  to  the  soathvraid  and  eaatward;  tobaeoo 
is  the  giovrth  only  of  a  few  States,  and  is  wanted  in 
the  rest;  fish,  oil,  lumber,  and  a  variety  of  other  arti- 
cles, are  produced  to  the  northward,  and  are  alt  in  de- 
mand to  the  southward;  in  Uie  interior  of  all  the 
States  there  are  vast  quantities  of  limestone,  iron,  cop- 
per, lead,  and  other  materials,  which  are  acceasible  to 
navigation,  and  will  not  bear  a  carriage  by  land,  bat 
which  may  be  univeraally  diffhaed  1^  meana  oi  interioff 
canals^  uniting  with  a  general  one  Utrongh  Uie  Unioti. 

The  advantages,  and  indeed  the  necessity  of  canals, 
may  be  proved  by  a  fow  simple  &cte.  A  ton  of  goods, 
by  weight  or  measurement,  (of  forty  cubic  feet,)  is  fre- 
quently brought  from  Europe,  a  distance  of  three  thon- 
aand miles,  for  forty  shillings  sterling,  or  about  nine 
dollars ;  this  rate  admits  of  salt,  coal,  atoae,  lumber,  and 
the  meet  bulky  articles,  being  imported  from  beyond  the 
aeaa  cheaper  than  they  can  be  conveyed  mt  a  very 
Aoit  diatance  by  land,  since  a  ttm  of  goods  cannot  lie 
carried  on  good  roads  for  ttw  same  price  more  than 
thirty  miles.  Hence  the  (ba^ea  of  conveyance  through 
the  United  Statea  are  very  great,  even  for  fine  and  val- 
uable articles ;  but  on  the  bulky  products  of  agricol- 
ture,  and  on  mineral  productions,  they  operate  as  a 
total  exclasion.  In  England,  wherever  coal  is  dis- 
covered, it  immediately  Iwcomes  the  basis  of  manufoo- 
tores,  as  the  material!  to  be  worked  into  use ;  such  as 
inm,  copper,  clay  fat  earthenware,  glass,  dbc,  are  eitter 
conveyed  to  i^  or  the  coal  itself  is  brought  to  the  places 
where  theae  articles  abound ;  thia  can  only  be  effeetsd 
by  canals.  A  coal  mine  may,  Uierefore,  exist  in  the 
United  States  not  more  than  ten  miles  from  valuable 
ores  of  iron  and  other  materials,  and  both  of  them  be 
useless  until  a  canal  ia  established  between  them,  as 
the  price  of  land  carriage  is  too  great  to  be  borne 
eitbmr. 
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dmaptakt  and  Delavare  Canal. 


Sbnati. 


Nor  doe*  the  eon-nyum  of  pfodoce  ooaMwiM  by 
sM  kMen  thtt  ttspanw  id  may  ouiuier  pvoportkued  to 
thatof  caaaU,  or  enn  of  foreipi  vcmbU,  for  Tihich  the 
foUnring  ceuoBi  nay  be  untied :  firM,  tlw  Goutiog 
tisda  is  dii^j  ciiried  mi  in  veneU  whidi  take  their 
pfodoM  CnKDreed  deliver  it  iBto»iD«U  porta;  theae 
vmmIb  are  Aerafore  generally  •maUi  and  are  navigated 
at  a  fiu  grattar  expMiae  in  pnqM»tioa  than  large  vea* 
•ale;  ee(»d^r,  the  danger  of  coasting  voyagee  ia 
gcaateri  which  pn^porticRiably  incraaaa*  the  riak  and 
piieaa  oT  insaiBaee ;  thirdly,  the  delays  of  daliveiy,  ae- 
cidaat,  Ae^  port  cha^aa,  r^taira,  and  other  expenaes. 
are  aceamolaUd  on  amail  veaeela.  Hence  gooda  are 
frefiie^bMnglitfiomEuopaneariyaa  lowaathn 
can  be  conveyed  by  sea  from  Baltimow  to  Ruladel- 
^ia— flitios  wlikibby  hndare  not  more  than  one  hon- 
3b«d  wflta  fiom  each  other.  This  ia  remerfcaUy  the 
eaaa  with  napect  to  ow^  which  is  tmaght  into  moat 
of  oar  maritime  eities  fiom  Livwrpool,  and  aold  as 
dheap  as  it  can  be  brought  to  them  from  Jamea  river, 
which  ia  not  one-sixth  of  the  diatanee. 

Bat  canals  obviate  all  tbeee  inconvenuuoea ;  they 
avoid  the  hsk  of  a  stormy  ooarting  navigationi  and 
lender  the  charge  of  insoiance  little  or  nothing;  they 
radnca  tha  nnmber  of  hands  empliqred  in  convqrance, 
as  i^on  tha  canals  thansdvea  one  horse  aavea  the 
labor  of  many  men ;  and  where  river  navigation  is  con- 
nected with  them,  their  superior  aafe^  and  ease  re- 
quire in  no  degree  the  expense  of  coasting  vessels ;  the 
navigatioD  ia  also  never  impeded  by  winds  or  tides, 
but  vessels  pass  on  at  all  times  with  entire  certainty, 
except  from  fiuats  alone;  and  the  arrival (rf* produce  to 
a  marfcet  may  be  calculated  on  with  a  great  degree  of 
euctness;  irit  which  circumstances  far  overbalance  the 
which  are  paid  npon  them.  proceeding  through 
tha  country,  also,  diey  open  a  variety  of  markets,  both 
for  the  ide  of  their  prodace,  and  to  obtain  some  other 
iu  relam.  A  vessel,  for  instance,  loaded  with  produce 
in  the  Chesapeake  bay,  would  have  the  advantage  of 
calling  at  Baltimore,  or  of  proceeding  directly  on 
through  Oeiaware  to  Philadelpnia,  and  from  thence  to 
New  York,  Albany,  or  Boston,  in  a  direct  course,  with 
a  choice  of  aU  tbeoe  maiketa,  and  the  certainty  of  pro- 
^dii^  at  some  of  these,  articles  in  retnm;  a  kind  of 
voyage  whidi  i%  would  be  nearly  impossible  to  perform 

'"^HMa  survey  of  any  map  of  the  United  Sutes,  it 
wUt  apfMar  that  the  dietanif  from  the  head  of  Chesa- 
peake bay,  round  by  sea,  to  Philadelphia,  is  nearly  five 
hundred  miles,  whuh  is  saved  by  a  canal  of  twenty- 
one  nulM ;  the  distance  again  from  Trenton,  on  the 
Dclawem,  to  New  York,  or  Brunawi^.  on  the  Rari- 
tan,  ia  near  three  hundred  miles,  and  wiH  be  saved  by 
a  canal  of  twenty-eeven  miles :  such  is  the  saving  in 
point  of  ffisUnce.  With  respect  to  time,  it  may  be 
reckoned  sa  folknn ; 

Vnm  New  Toik  to  Bnuswiek  is  a  customaiy  passage 
of  one  tide  7  houis. 

From  BruDSwick  (o  Trenton,  by  a  canal, 
at  the  rate  aTfituxnuka  anhour,  is      -     7  " 

Tnm  TientoiD  to  FhilaAilihi»,  is  •      -   10  " 

U  " 

This  voyage  is  pet^mned  in  this  time  nearly  with 
certainty,  whems  coaatwise  it  rcqmres  a  week,  and 
eftcn  longer. 

na  passage  hum  Fhibdel^itatatfianwnth  of  the  in- 
teadad  canal,  near  Wilmiagtea,  ia      •   12  haws. 


From  thence  to  the  end  of  the  canal      -     S  horns. 

From  the  end  of  the  canal,  on  Elk  river, 
according  to  the  nanal  time  of  the  packet 
boats,  to  Baltimore     •      •      -      •     9  " 

26  <• 

This  voyage  requires,  on  an  average,  from  a  week 
to  ten  days  by  sea;  indeed,  the  inconvenience  is  so 
great  that  it  is  rarely  sttempted. 

Other  calcnlalionfl  might  be  adduced  to  prove  still 
farther  advantages;  for  inaUnce,  from  Newport,  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  from  Albany  to  New  York,  is  nearly 
an  equal  distance  of  about  180  miles,  and  the  passage 
from  either  is  made  to  New  Yo^  in  about  8S  hoars; 
so  that,  adding  them  to  the  distance  from  New  YoA 
to  Baltimore,  a  passage  would  be  made  of  368  mlles^ 
nearly  with  certainty,  in  about  90  hours. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  is  intended  to 
be  made  of  the  depth  of  seven  feet  six  inches,  which 
will  accommodate  all  the  vessels  usually  plying  on  the 
OheeapMtke  and  Delaware,  and  ia  such  as  all  vesseb 
employed  in  the  whole  interiw  navigation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  be  easily  conformed  to.  When  that 
canal  is  opened  tlie  commanication  will  be  complets 
from  Norfolk  or  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  and  from  afl  the 
towoB  and  landings  on  the  Chesapeake,  and  its  numer- 
ous waters,  for  a  distance  of  near  four  hundred  mtta^ 
to  Trenton,  on  the  Delaware;  and  should  the  Jers^ 
canal  be  opened,  this  distance  vrill  be  extended  260 
biilea  further,  if  to  Albany,  andneariy  300,  if  to  New- 
port and  Providence. 

It  is  easy,  however,  to  see,  by  examining  any  map 
of  the  United  Sutea,  that  this  extent  may  be  carried 
much  fuither.  To  the  southward,  the  canal  throu^ 
tlie  Dismal  8wan^  now  in  axeeation,  will  open  the 
oommnnieation  to  the  wsteta  of  Albemarle  Sound,  and 
from  thence,  through  the  inlets,  to  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  To  the  northward  a  communication  is  now 
nearly  opened  from  Albany,  up  the  Moliawk  river,  to 
Lake  Ontario,  and  all  the  upper  lakes ;  if  a  aimilar  one 
be  mads  from  the  Hudson  river  to  Lake  Cbamplaia, 
it  will  extend  the  navigation  to  Qoebeej  and  to  tha 
eastward,  if  the  pass  from  Buzzsrd's  to  Boston  b^  bo 
opened,  wbidi  haa  bean  ooatamplated,  it  will,  in  like 
manner,  extsud  it  to  Boatmi  and  all  the  coasts  ot  Maa> 
sachneetts.  -  t 

Thus,  with  opening  only  a  few  abort  pasaea,  of  which 
the  Cliesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  is  the  great  and 
preliminary  one,  a  communication  may  be  made  nearly 
free  from  all  the  dangers  of  the  ocean  along  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States. 

This  communication  will  derive  immense  advan- 
tages, and  in  turn  impart  them  to  the  local  situations 
through  which  it  passes  in  the  several  States  ;  its  gen- 
eral course,  particolariy  from  the  Chesapeake  to  New 
York,  will  be  nearly  Northeast  and  Southwest,  hr 
which  the  navigation  will  be  aided  by  the  most  prevail- 
ing winds,  especially  through  the  Spring  and  Sum- 
mer ;  it  will  eitiier  intersect  or  be  blended  with  all  tha 
rivers  which  lead  into  the  interior  of  the  several  States  ; 
hence,  ita  shores  will  form  an  immediate  depoaite  tn 
all  their  produce;  it  will  also  viut  numberless  smaller 
streams  on  which  mannfketories  are  or  may  be  estab- 
lished, supply  them  with  nateriala,  and  in  turn  carry 
from  them  thur  produce.  ,  . 

Such  are  the  advantages  of  this  communication,  at 
all  times,  wheUier  in  peace  or  war;  but,  in  the  latter 
state,  which  the  country  has  already,  and  may  again 
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•zperieDcs,  tlww  odrtntMes  art  iaattmi  to  tn  in- 
caienlable  d^ne.  The  pmidpal  adTantag*  wliidi  Ifae 
BrUiiA  deiiTed  in  the  Rerolutionarr  var,  aiOM  from 
th«  eomnand  the;  powewd  of  the  sea  and  of  ma  cout 
hj  their  navy;  this  advantage  nuiy  be  again  obtained 
fyt  aome  tim^  and  fornu  the  chief  meana  1^  whldl  an 
enemy  can  injnie  ua.  as  it  reqnirea  a  conaideraUe  navy 
to  guard  oar  extenatva  coaat.  The  conaeqaenoea  of 
theae  advantageawere,  first,  in  blocking  npourhaibora 
and  aeiung  onr  teaporta,  the  trade  of  which  being  de- 
■tai^ed*  the  aofoinga  of  all  thoae  diabiota  which  de- 
penoad  on  tham  Sat  a  miAat  aad  an^ly  of  Amiga 
tidca  beeuM  vny  great;  aocoodly,  o«r  tade  ^nad 
bung  dealroyed,  eunpliei^  thou^  ofion  obtained  in 
•bmdanee  at  varioaa  parte  of  oar  CKleiMiTe  eeuoaat, 
it  defiuwe  of  the  vigilance  ol  an  anemy,  wwe  bat  very 
partially  dtapwraed  throng  the  eonntry;  and,  thirdly, 
hy  the  rapidity  with  which  a  naral  fiwoe  oenld  move 
■long  oar  aeacoaat,  their  armiea  were  eaaily  oonveyed 
bom  one  pMt  to  anottwr,  to  attack  oa  in  nnmeroua 
poiaaa  at  onea,  to  make  iBownioH,  Hid  do  gnat 
jwy  befimoojinnieaooald move ■gatnatUwm Inland 
with  the  neoeaaary  baggaj^,  artiUMy,  and  atoraa. 
Henoa,  aaveral  armiea  baeaaa  neceaaary,  and,  even 
with  theae,  the  difficat^r  of  comBranication  tandcnd  it 
by  BO  meana  easy  to  fonn  an  ade^aale  defaue  of  eur 
oxtensive  conatry. 

Bst  if  the  commBBiaatien  in  qneation  be  fonaed, 
ear  defiHice  beoomaa  oemparatively  easy.  In  tba 
ooorsa  of  the  late  war,  even  in  Borops,  eanala  wen 
aa  immeaae  advantage  to  the  armiea  who  peaaasaad 
diam.  In  France,  Flandetai  and  HcdtaBd,tbey  ftnaad 
a  great  and  powerfU  aid;  and  one  inatonoe  ia  belaad 
will  show  the  advaBtageadeifwd  froat  theai  here.  In 
oae  of  the  invaasena  of  that  eovBliy,  whea  the  FnBch 
had  landed  hi  the  vrestera  ceantiea,  apon  tiia  intelli- 
genee  reaehiag  Dsbhn,  an  army  of  10,000  bmb,  oen- 
plet^  eqnipped,  with  all  their  artillaiy  aad  baggi«e, 
enbaikod  on  the  euial,  and,  by  attaching  the  eavdiy 
hoiaea  to  the  boats,  the  whole  was  oonvc^vd,  ready  fat 
matiaa,  tkOy  miles  in  tea  hoan-^  diataaee  which 
weald  etberwase  have  required  Oiree  or  fear  days, 
with  all  Ae  ^aadvautages  aiiaiBg  fipem  the  lhtig«ea  of 
a  maxtk. 

Bjr  theae  menu,  if  an  anny  ware  atatleaed  in  the 
Canity  of  either  of  tiie  oanak  in  Delawaio  or  Jeraey, 
both  of  which  are  central  to  the  United  Statea,  diey 
m^lbt  be  eonyeyed  from  the  Uhes^oake  U  Mew  York, 
or  atill  fiitther  eastward  or  eoalbward,  with  as  muck 
ezpeditien  as  an  enemy  ceold  aati  aioDg  the  coast.  j 

Our  late  excellent  Presideat  and  Commander-in- 
OiuU,  General  Washington,  was  known  often  to  have 
expnaaed  and  lamented  the  disadvant^ea  whidi  he 
matained  fat  wantof  andt  a  conmnnicatioo,  especially 
ftom  the  Ddawam  to  the  Chesapeake,  aa  not  cmly  by 
Ac  the  greteet  prmiortion  of  the  snpidies  fbr  the  army 
aA  an  times  were  drawn  from  die  Cheaapeake,  to  sooi 
an  extent  aa  to  require  four  hondtsd  wagons  nearly  in 
coaaunt  employ,  bat,  in  his  mardi  to  the  aoathward, 
die  baggage  stores,  and  heavy  artillery  were  conveyed 
by  water,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  river-craft  em- 
I^yed  for  the  purpeae,  from  PhUadelphia  to  Chris- 
tiana bridge,  uid  again  on  the  CheaapMke.  Yet  anch 
waa  the  diAcnlty  of  proenring  wagms  to  convey  tiiem 
across  the  isthmne  that  he  experienced  IneenceiTable 
delay  in  going  to  the  Sonthem  amy ;  and  if  the  ene- 
my had  embarked  again  for  New  Yoik  or  Jersey, 
those  coontries  must  have  been  completdy  invested 
before  be  ooold  have  retomed  to  their  asaitaaee. 


Aa  a  miKtaiy  wwt,  a  oaaai  it  ia  fti^  of  that  na< 
ture  thrt,  wU3e  it  aflbirdi  die  nlBHMt  advudage  to  tm 
army  of  the  eountty,  it  eaa  be  of  no  oae  to  an  iBvai- 
ing  enemy,  beuig  a  deep  diidi ;  eapaciaMy  wben  ef 
die  SIM  intended  to  be  censtraetad  from  the  Chmtr 
pe^  to  the  Delaware,  it  preseata  a  streng  fiwt 
against  attack,  capable  of  bmig  dafmded  fay  ba»eria«f 
and  paasaMe  only  with  the  sune  diAealtiea  aa  riveva 
and  etreama,  the  poasaasim  of  which  ia  alwi^a  aa  «b' 
jeet  of  eraaeqaenee  fai  dateoe.  If  an  enemy  be  Unfy 
to  gain  posasaahm  af  tiie  withdrawiBg  the  baefib 
andMtiiig  dfthe  waUr,  whiA  aw  eaaHf  la  be  awuiB 
l»AtA  in  a  fetvetti  wauld  raader  it  aariwa  i»  thai ; 
vrhUe  all  the  ii^ary  ttwy  ceuM  do  it  oe«lcl  be  mMf 
repured,  when  it  became  ag^  in  pomeeaioo  of  Ik* 
eoonby.  Thia  het  vras  vmified  in  the  attack  made  by 
tibe  British  army  upon  Ostead,  in  1796,  expreaaly  far 
the  purpose  of  destroying  one  of  the  fiiiest  canab  im 
Flanders,  which  bad  been  of  great  use  to  ^  Ftaneh 
army  in  def«ee  of  tiiM  eaoatiy;  but  though  tlMy 
landed  and  anoeoadad  in  deattoyiag  the  baetn  mL 
principal  wMte  at  tte  entnuMa  of  Hm  eaaal,  yet,  bar- 
ing no  boata  to  paaa  into  Ike  tateriar,  that  army  w«a 
soon  overenne,  and  the  mmH  in  a  fkar  waeka  osbh 
pletely  restored  to  use. 

So  sensible  are  Ae  Engliafa  nation  of  the  immensa 
benefit  of  canals  as  worics  of  defence,  that,  in  edition 
to  the  numbers  they  now  possess,  they  have  devoted 
part  of  their  army  to  form  another,  expressly  aa  a  pt»* 
tection  agunst  invasion.  This  canal  is  intended  to 
extend  from  London  to  the  coast  of  Kent,  near  Rom- 
ney,  by  urtddi  meana  troopa  from  the  metropoUs  and 
all  the  interior  of  the  eonntiy  may  be  immediattdy 
conveyed  to  that  part  of  the  coast  moat  favorable  to 
Uie  landing  of  an  enemy,  while,  by  strengthening  Mm 
banks  of  the  canal  with  forts,  a  succeeaiea  of  poots 
would  be  kept  up  to  atraoy  and  retard  the  match  of 
any  army  whidi  snonid  land,  and  to  secure  the  retreat 
of  their  own. 

In  diis  view,  the  dtuation  of  die  CStee^eafce  and 
Delawan  canal  la  ma  of  the  aioat  admirabla  that  oo> 
cars  In  the  United  States,  or  conld  be  dedied  in  any 
country.  It  is  placed  at  a  great  distance  from  Am 
ocean.  The  river  Delaware  may  be  eaaily  m»ia  de- 
fensible below  the  monA  of  die  canal  by  batteriee,  a 
email  navy,  and  other  means  which  have  already 
formed  an  admirable  defence  of  diat  river.  The  Chea- 
apeake  Bay  could  alao  be  defended  by  a  naval  iirce  far 
less  duui  wonld  be  adequate  to  protect  the  coaat ;  bat 
if  an  enemy  should  force  its  passage  np  eidiet  bi^^  or 
land  bdow,  and  march  to  poaaeas  tfannaelTaa  <n  die 
canal,  time  wotdd  be  ginn  to  prepare  for  de&Bce ;  tlw 
fodli^  of  comraBBicattoB  ia  no  interior  wonld 
centrate  the  forces  of  Uie  oonatry,  and  the  poatdon  of 
the  neighboring  groaada  wonld  enable  diem  to  aiakia 
a  bold  and  successful  stand. 

Thia  position  is  indeed  at  once  ao  strong  and  so 
central  that  it  is  highly  probable  that.  In  any  fnttuo 
attack  of  the  country,  it  would  be  selected  aa  the  ota- 
tion  of  an  army  of  defence  for  the  Middle  Statea. 
Along  the  northwest  line  ef  the  canal  the  eminence* 
of  Iron  hill  and  Gray's  hill  form  high,  bold,  inaiUatad 
pmnts,  oapable  ot  being  fottifiad  agdnat  any  attack^ 
commandmg  the  whole  conise  of  the  canal  witUa 
eight,  and  but  a  few  miles  dlatant  from  both  the  Ghea- 
apeake  and  Delaware  bays ;  while  in  their  rear  thw 
have  the  interior  of  the  upper  part  of  Maryland,  Del- 
awate,  and  Peiuiaylvei^  for  drawing  sopplie*,  and 
ofierdtng  one  of  Ike  aMngioat  oeoBtriaa  for  lelwat. 
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Vtm  ftrtmace  off  Au  pcwiliao  im  «1m  newly  eqotl 
itm  dM  Steto  of  ?l«w  Toifc  aad  from  Virginia;  to 
«lbn  of  wUxih  u  amj  coold  be  tounjtd  im  a  few 
)gmtt  the  maMi  tbmAy  pnnted  oat,  ^asU  nn 
■Itaek  be  iraie  tgnnrt  tiM. 
•'Rw  jwuBtiBiHity  of  fbnnng  csonls  is  >t  tfais  period 
ao  liiiii.in  n  nttw  of  doabt  or  >poealntion.  In  £a> 
flMa^  cva^  •tatade  of  natora  baa  boan  ovenxmie  in 
MOW  to  aiwylirfi  thaai ;  wbore  mountaina  or  bilia 
inlMpaaa,  the;  ara  either  aaoeadad  and  deaeeoded 
a^un  17  locka.  or  the;  are  perforated,  and  the  cuiala 
oBMBid  llwoBgh  tbem,  oAen  for  many  nulea ;  Tslleya 
■mcMwaed  b;  emtankmanta  or  b;  aqnedneta;  atraama 
and  nnMB  19  biU^ao  v(  i— aontyi  differing  fioai  oom> 
MB  oaaa  only  in  Ibair  anptfin  atrength  j  moraaaaa 
■ra  tetead  or  Mod  ny;  aad,  in  duct,  the  ozaeolioB , 
af  ihmmoMMBtom  wotka  irUA  havo  baui  and^  or  am 
aov  Making,  foniahea  al  oaoe  psoafa  nd  modela  of 
aiary  kind  of  ivotk  iriucfa  can  occur  in  effeeting  canal 
aangotiop  ;  ■»  that,  thia  Komaat,  thay  do  not  i»* 
■iin  aa  ofcjoct  af  kroaolira,  bat  wbmfify  of  imitatioB 
wmA  f  eiaawnce. 

Tb*  cemnavnieation  over  the  iethmiu  of  the  Cheaa- 
peako  aad  Delaware  ia  of  Aat  nature  to  have  invited 
A«  atlentioa  of  all  men  who  had  just  ideas  of  the  im- 
portant objoets  of  canal  navigation,  from  the  earlteat 
nf*^""-'  of  tfM  eoontiy.  No  aooner  had  tiw  grain* 
«f  Ae  Dako  of  Bii^awater  pkuuied  hia  great  im- 
prevwaentn  m  En^and  than  the  spirit  and  enterprise 
of  tbe  coon  try,  ovan  when  ao  yoang  in  the  arts  and 
fod)ie  in  ita  metna,  wan  excited  to  imitate  them.  80 
kmg  ago  aa  the  yean  X7<9  and  1770,  a  committee  of 
the  PhSoanphical  Society,  consiating  of  Or.  Franklin, 
Ui.  Sktonhooae,  Mr.  HoUiognrorth,  Mr.  Thomas  Cri)- 
jjim,  and  oevoral  others^  were  ap_j>ointed  to  aarvey  thia 
eoBjttiy,  and  they  ascertained,  in  the  fullest  manner, 
not  on^  the  ease,  but  the  practicabili^  of  a  canal. 
Tlie  abUi^  of  the  country,  however,  waa  at  Uiat  period 
■iwlxpialii  to  andartake  it;  and,  the  war  oecarring 
mm  aAar,  tte  taak  of  performing  ik  was  reserved  for 
(ho  pnamt  age,  with  uie  immMue  adrantagea  it  po»* 
■aaes  in  mnana.  and  in  tbe  nnmerons  examples  fsa- 
mriMd  by  other  nationa. 

Tba  operatioaa  and  surveys  which  have  been  made 
ty  lh«  onnpaoy  now  formed,  within  the  last  thne 
jeaxa,  will  appear  by  the  repute  they  have  publiabod, 
(wkidi  wffl  ba  praaonted  herewith,)  and  will  fnmisb 
Aa  ftdbat  confizmation  ttTthosofiiimerly  made,  with  a 
wieiy  of  otfMT  fteiSr  whkh  llM  loponor  knowledge 
and  ahflity  of  sBginim  at  the  |BVMBt  period  mUe 
tham  toaako. 

The  eonae  of  the  canal,  aa  now  maiked  Mt  and 
dseided  qpw,  feoa  Welch  Point,  on  Elk  river,  where 
vaaoolo  of  aaj  dia  laay  approaob  it,  to  bold  navigable 
water  on  the  Ohristianat  Bear  the  Delaware  is  twen^- 
ono  miJos*  AU  this  course  is  over  a  country  wboUy 
vninipeded  by  tills,  roeka,  moraasca,  (a  any  material 
dIScBlty  whatover.  The  canal  is  intended  to  be  sdih 
pBcd  by  wator  from  Elk  river  and  White  Clay  creek, 
taken  at  poaitiona  on  each  of  them  sufficient  to  give 
the  neeeaaaiy  elevation,  sod  oondncted  by  feeders,  or 
canals  of  sn^y,  to  the  main  canal  itself.  These  feed- 
era  are  constructed  on  a  smaller  scale  than  the  main 
canal,  but  are  abo  made  sufficient  for  barge  naviga- 
tkm,  and  promise  to  affiird  a  considerable  angmenta- 
la»  to  ttie  pnfiu  of  the  work,  aa  they  extend  north- 
ward naariy  to  the  bovadariea  of  Maryland  and  Dela- 
waia  with  Pennsylvaaia,  eoantries  idMtng  atotw, 
llM^«iaribiiV«Ml  Many  wuuml  jWdiwtiBW  in  great 


demand  in  the  Sonthm  States,  and  numenMU  mift- 
saats,  which  may  be  converted  into  manufactories  by 
the  aid  the  canal  will  give  them. 
-  Ae  the  supply  of  tbe  canal  with  water  was  the  basia 
of  ito  navigatioo,  ^sn  oomplated,  ud  aflbrded  great 
advantagea  to  all  Uie  oparatioas  of  the  w«4i  its^  hy 
funmhing  water  earriw*  for  removing  the  oaaA* 
stoae,  and  other  neeeaaaiy  materials,  the  oompany 
have  been  engaged,  thtu  for,  in  completing  tha  canal 
of  snp]riy  from  Elk  river,  which  was  found  to  fumidi 
sofficteat  water  for  opening  the  canal,  and  for  naviga- 
tion upon  it.  Tbe  ground  Uirough  which  this  feeder 
has  boen  constiooted  preaented  many  difflcoltiee  net 
oeenrring  in  the  main  canal  itaelf,  as,  in  passing  up- 
wards to  the  coarse  at  Uie  fiteder,  it  mteia  a  hilly 
country  aboonding  with  ridges  of  atwUf  deep  TCllsyo* 
and  maay  other  otgects  (tf  labor;  Dime,  however,  of 
laere  difficulty  than  yielded  to  a  modvato  degree  af 
peraeveraace ;  and  the  board  feel  a  gseat  degree  of  sal> 
isfoctioa  tb^  in  nenriy  completing  it,  as  Uiey  have 
done,  Aey  have  bad  time  and  onnrtani^  to  form  aad 
matare  a-systMU  for  their  operations,  to  gain  conaideP' 
aUe  ezperienoe,  to  collect  a  body  of  excellnat  work- 
men,  and,  by  enooanteriag  their  greatest  diffieoltiss  in 
dwk  oiilBBt,  to  be  piepaMd  to  entar  tqpon  the  wok  of 
the  main  eanal  itself  with  soparior  eonHdenoe  and  ad- 
vantage. The  coarse  of  the  feeder  which  has  alraaiK 
baan  opened  is  abeat  five  miles,  which  is  oomptete^ 
except  a  few  short  spaces,  and  the  construction  of  the 
necessary  bridges  and  other  aiasoiury.  Tbe  woric  of  a 
few  months,  therefor^  will  reader  this  part  of  Ae  un- 
dertaking complete,  and  confine  the  futare  operations 
af  the  company  to  tbe  main  canal  itselfl 

Aa  some  estimato  of  the  expense  of  this  andertaking 
may  be  reqaired,  tha  committee  have  only  to  mention 
that,  in  all  woilu,  whether  of  a  publie  or  private  na- 
tore,  and  even  in  those  of  the  most  simple  and  eusto- 
mary  emusbnetion,  aeenr  in  fbrming  joit 

esiimatea,  and  still  more  in  eonfiniag  die  ezpendhoie 
to  them  vrhen  made.  This  observation,  th^  aia  seD» 
sU)le,  most  ferdbly  apply  to  a  work  neu^  new  in  Its 
kind  in  these  States,  and  of  a  nature  mere  eomfA* 
eated  than  aeual;  but,  in  the  |iresent  instance,  the 
board  poasees  the  advantage  of  oonsideraMe  experi* 
enee,  which  they  (rust  thsy  can  apply,  wiA  etme  eon- 
fidonee,  to  an  estiuMte  of  their  future  work;  the;^ 
Ihersfare^  with  aa  nmdt  eertani^  as  can  ba  expaeted 
in  an  undertaking  of  the  kind,  caleolate  that  tha  oon- 
nlilisn  cflhe  audn  oaaid  wfll  not  ezeead  VSMM  Mr 
bUb,  or  fBMMNM  altsgathsr. 

In  the  commencement  of  this  undertaking,  die  pri- 
vate subscriptions  amounted  to  near  $400,000,  of 
which  about  one-fonrth  has  been  received  and  ex- 
pended la  parchsses  of  the  water-rights  and  land,  and 
m  the  preparations  necessary  to  collect  and  accommo- 
date a  large  body  of  wotkinen,  and  to  supply  them 
with  tools  and  material^  and  in  the  oper atioos  of  the 
Ibeder.  From  the  snbsi^ptwns,  also,  some  dedaetion 
must  be  made  fbr  losses  by  bankruptty,  deceased  pei^ 
sons,  and  those  casual  ties  which  attend  the  collocnon 
of  m<mey.  After  all  these  are  dedocted,  there  r^ 
BMins  a  large  sum  of  eAeieat  ftmda  fbr  the  porpose  of 
conlinning  tbe  work. 

The  diief  difficalty,  however,  which  the  board  have 
experienced,  wlueh  offers  itself  as  the  obstacle  to  tiuix 
nogress,  and  forms  the  basis  of  their  ^plioation  to 
Coagreas,  is  the  despondent  of  the  private  subssrib- 
ers,  many  of  wh(»a  are  pereoas  of  mMmt  moderate 
fcHuws,  to  whom  the  anMWWt  of  th<if  sabecriptwns  is 
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of  coDBiflorabte  contequence,  aod  who,  therefore,  are 
actuated  by  fears,  and  feel  the  deprivation  of  capital 
and  interest,  fur  a  few  years,  until  the  canal  can  be 
completed,  more  forcibly  than  the  just  anil  reasonable 
hopei  that,  when  completed,  the  canal,  in  addition  to 
its  great  public  utility,  will  afford  a  large  private  emol- 
utneat. 

The  calculations  irhich  have  been  formed  upon  this 
haad  have  been  founded  upon  the  knowledge  obtained 
by  the  board  of  the  vast  trade  at  all  times  carried  on 
acrosi  the  peninsula,  even  under  the  great  inconveni- 
ence of  carriage  by  land,  a  just  appreciation  of  the  in- 
crease of  this  trade,  and  the  numerous  advantages 
otherwise  oflered  by  the  canal. 

It,  therefore,  appears  essentially  necessary  to  the 
completion  of  this  work  that  the  patronage  and  sup- 
port of  it  should  be  taken  up  by  tiit  public,  and  that 
the  hopes  of  individuals  should  rest  upon  something 
beyond  private  exertion.  In  the  present  moment,  it 
may  be  considered  as  one  of  those  children  of  the  pub- 
lic which  is  struggling  for  existence,  and  demanding 
that  aid  which  may  confirm  its  strength  and  enable  it 
to  advance  to  maturity.  If  deprived  of  this  support, 
it  will  probably  perish,  and  not  only  become  an  object 
of  great  public  injury  and  regret,  in  itself,  but,  in  its 
example,  protract  the  undertaking  of  all  great  works, 
or  load  them  with  despondency  if  begun.  The  aid  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  United  States  would  completely 
revive  the  spirit  and  hopes  of  the  subscribers,  bring 
forth  their  exertions,  and  give  to  the  company  that 
confidence  which  would  enable  them  to  draw  resources 
from  their  own  means,  as  the  subscriptions  of  the  indi- 
viduals would  be  immediately  obtained  whenever  a 
•mall  degree  of  public  protection  and  support  is  given 
them. 

Of  the  advantage  of  this  protection  and  support, 
the  htftory  of  the  poliUcal  economy  of  all  countries 
farnishea  the  most  ample  woot,  £very  nation  has 
fbnnd  it  neeeasary,  in  its  first  attempts  to  establish 
manubctures,  roads,  canals,  and  even  commerce  itself; 
whether  foreign  or  internal,  absolutely  to  begin  them 
at  the  public  expense,  or  to  cherish  the  efibrU  which 
the  enterprise  and  public  spirit  of  individuals  prompt 
them  to  make.  The  States  of  Holland  and  of  the 
Low  Countriea  fint  made,  and  have  ever  since  sup* 
ported,  their  canals  with  the  public  money.  Henry 
IV  constructed  the  canal  of  Briare,  and  several  others, 
by  the  same  means.  Lous  XIV  not  only  introduced 
the  manufactures  of  France  by  his  own  institutiona, 
but  paid  the  expense  of  the  canal  of  Languedoc,  and 
afterwards  gave  it  to  Mr.  Riquet,  the  engineer,  for- 
ever: and  the  whole  history  of  the  English  nation, 
and  of  every  session  of  its  Parliament,  is  replete  with 
dmationa  and  acta  fat  granting  the  public  aid  and  pro- 
tection to  every  woric  whic^  is  calculated  to  promote 
the  generd  aystem  of  political  economy ;  from  whence 
has  arisen  that  enterprise  in  individuals  which  attempts 
every  improvement,  from  the  confidence  created  by  so 
many  successful  examples,  and  by  the  certainty  that 
the  Government  will,  in  some  way,  lend  its  support 
where  private  means  are  not  suflScient. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  though  so  admi- 
rable in  its  natural  situation,  and  of  such  immense 
importance,  has  some  difficulties  of  a  political  nature  to 
encounter,  which  particularly  places  it  under  the  pro- 
tection of  Congress.  It  passes  through  the  extremiUes 
of  two  States,  via:  Delaware  and  Maryland,  and  near 
to  that  (tf  another,  (Pennsylvania,)  without  being  so 
Mtnl  to  oUhar  u  to  Mouaand  tha  gMMal  iatonrti 


of  cither  Government,  especially  as  both  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania  have  so  many  objects  of  a  similar  kind 
in  the  interior  of  their  own  States;  and  Delaware  is 
possessed  of  means  too  limited  to  give  the  necessary 
encouragement.  Hence,  though  the  advantages  to  all 
those  States  are  undoubtedly  great,  its  importance  as 
a  national  work,  and  as  an  undertaking  wluch  one 
State  relies  on  the  other  to  attempt,  prevents  its  re- 
ceiving the  full  support  of  either,  and  compels  it  to 
look  to  Congress  for  ud  and  protection  as  a  naUraal 
work. 

Of  what  nature  or  in  what  way  it  may  appear  expedi- 
ent for  the  Federal  Legislature  to  grant  its  aid  to  thw 
undertaking,  it  is  by  no  means  proper,  or  within  the 
province  or  abilities  of  the  committee  to  point  out ; 
whether  in  subscribing  to  a  numbw  of  ihans,  or  in  a 
specific  grant,  such  as  has  been  given  to  harbors, 
roads,  light-houses,  and  works  of  a  similar  nature,  or 
in  any  other  manner,  must  be  left  wholly  to  the  supe- 
rior knowledge  and  discretion  of  the  Legulature.  All 
that  the  committee  wish  to  impress  on  the  members  to 
whom  they  respectfully  offer  these  observations  is,  the 
immense  importance  of  the  undertaking  itself;  the 
necessity  of  public  support  to  insure  its  progreas  or 
save  it  from  ruin  ;  and  the  certainty  that  even  a  Teiy 
moderate  aid  will  increase  its  private  support,  and  in* 
sure  the  execution  of  a  work,  great,  IndMU,  in  its  own 
importance,  but  still  greater  as  the  basis  and  exain|de 
of  all  others  which  the  improvement  of  our  countn' 
may  require,  or  the  genius  and  enterprise  of  its  «tt- 
zens  undertake  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  Union, 
detached  from  the  objects  of  particular  States,  of  which 
tiie  wisdom  of  Congress  will  always  fom  the  hot 
judgment  and  discrimination. 

KENSEY  JOHNS, 
JOSHUA  GILPIN, 
ROBT.  H.  G0LD8B0R0U0H. 
Dkckmbeb  1,  1M05. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Cbesapqake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  presented  the 
28th  of  January,  1806,  with  the  observations  ac- 
companying the  same,  together  with  the  report 
of  the  Senate  therenpoOj  of  the  21st  of  March, 
1806,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  tise  of 
the  Senate. 


WEDHB8o&y,  February  7. 

Mr.  Barbodh,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affdirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enliiled 
"  An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property- 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  re- 
ported it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Daqobtt  presented  the  petition  of  Horatio 
Aldtn  &  Co.,  aod  others,  citizens  of  Connecticut, 
praying  compensation  for  a  number  of  vessels 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  in  Connecticut  river,  on 
the  8ib  of  April,  1814,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Morrissett,"  reported  it  with 
an  smeDdmcnt. 

Ur.  WU.UAM0,  ftom  the  coBunittM  to  when 
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was  referred  ihe  peiition  of  Richard  Mitchell, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read,  together  with  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell ;  aod  the 
bill  wme  rettd,  and  passed  to  a  seeood  readinjf. 

Mr.  Taylor  printed  the  memorial  of  Abner 
Landrum,  angaged  id  the  maaafaeture  of  itoae 
ware  to  a  eoosiderable  eiieot,  praying  the  protec- 
tion of  CoBgress  in  reg:olatiDg  the  tariff  of  duties, 
•a  stated  io  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and 
refenvd  to  the  Committee  oo  Fioance  and  aa 
Doifonn  NuiodbI  Carrencf. 

Mr.  Cahpbili,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
DBsee  Bad  bb  Uniform  and  National  Corroney, 
•obmtlted  the  following  motion  for  eoDaidaralion : 

Stmhti,  That  the  Seeretarj  the  Twmary  be, 
and  be  la  keieby,  dtreekad  to  msceitalu,  and  oaase  to 
be  hid  befiire  the  Sensta,  a  statement  exbibitmg  the 
aeCnal  condition  of  the  wrersl  incorporated  iMoks 
vilhuL  the  District  of  Cdambia,  on  the  first  Avj  of 
JamiaiT,  1816,  speci^ing  the  oetoal  and  snthoraed 
amovnt  of  tbotr  capital  stock,  the  amoont  of  sped*, 
and  the  amoaat  of  the  bills  or  notes  of  other  batiks  in 
thdir  vaults;  the  smoont  of  debts  due  to,  and  of  notas 
or  biUs  in  dreolattOD  of  each  bank. 

Mr.  Taft  preseoied  the  petition  of  Sarah  Ooelet, 
widow  of  Jsmes  F.  Goelet,  deceased,  formerly 
Sailingmaster  in  the  Nary  of  the  United  States, 

Ciyiog^  that  the  pension  allowed  her  late  hus- 
nd  may  be  extended  to  her,  duriof^  her  lire,  for , 
reasons  slated  in  the  memorial ;  whieh  was  read, 
I  aod  referred  lo  the  Committee  oo  Naval  Affairs. 
I  Mr.  Sanpobd  presented  the  petition  of  Hant- 
iag  Miller,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  East  Hamp- 
ton, io  the  Slate  of  New  Vork,  prayiog  the  estab- 
ment  of  a  post  office  io  that  place,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petittoo;  which  was  read,  nnd  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  tbe  petltioo  of  John 
Duckworth,  jr..  and  others. 

Mr.  Eiiio,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
ubject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  auihoriziog 
a  snbscriptioo  for  ihe  printing  of  a  second  edition 
<^  the  public  documents ;  aod  tbe  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
The  billj  entitled  ''An  act  to  eootinue  io  force 
I     an  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported 
I    salt,  grantiog  a  bounty  oo  pickled  fish  exported, 
aaaulowaocps  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the 
ftsberies,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed — 
yeas  SS,  nays  6,  as  follows : 
I  TxAs— Messrs.  Bsrboar,Bsrr7,  Bibb,  Brown,  Camp- 
bellt  Ghaee,  Coadit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  GsUIard, 
HoDlor,  K^,  Ifason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow, 
■ebortih  RaKtes,Buifccd,  Tail^  Talbot,  Taylor.  W«Us, 
nd  WiiMn. 

Nats— Messrs.  GoMiboroaA  Maeoa,  Tbompaon, 
TSehenor,  Turner,  tad 

The  Senate  resDmed  the  eonaideration  of  tbe 
report  of  the  Naral  Committee,  on  the  petition  of 
James  P.  Watson :  Whereupon, 

Jtetolved,  Thai  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time 
to  graot  the  prayer  of  tbe  petitioner,  and  that  be 
hare  leare  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Tbe  bill  concerniog  certain  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8late&  in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  read 
the  sceoDO  time  and  eouldeted  as  ia  Committee 
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of  tbe  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Tbe  bill  authorizing  the  opening  and  working 
copper  mines  on  Lake  Superior,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  taken  up 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  farther 
consideration  thereof  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  eon- 
stmetion  of  roads  aad  canals,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole}  and  the  further  coosideratioa  thereof 
postponed  until  Frida;^  next. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretiry  of  tbe 
Treasury  to  sobscribe  in  behalf  of  the  United 

States  for  shares,  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  was 
read  the  seeood  time,  and  taken  op  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole ;  and  the  further  coosideratioa 
postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  further  pro- 
viding for  the  Library  of  Congress,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee.  Mr.  Varhch  was  requested  to  uke 
the  Chair,  and  the  bill  having  beeo  amended,  the 
President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Vabncw 
reported  the  bill  accordingly ;  and  it  was  CNrdered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  HoDse  of  RepresoBtaiiTcs 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  ori^nated  io  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  concerning  tbe  cooventioo  to  regulate 
the  commerce  between  tbe  territories  of  tbe 
United  States  aod  His  Brilaonie  Majesty,'*  with 
amendments;  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Biaa,  tbey 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  Foreign  Re- 
lations, to  coDsider  aod  report  thereon. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOBODOH  Submitted  the  following 
motion  for  oonsideration: 

Xeaolvcd,  That  tbe  Secntary  of  die  Navy  ba  in- 
structed to  lay  before  tbe  Senate  copies  of  all  tbe  eor- 
re^adence  be  may  have  had  with  tbe  priia  agent, 
the  navy  sgent  at  New  York,  and  other  pmiHis,  rela> 
tive  to  tbe  ship  Cyane,  captured  by  tbe  United  States 
firigate  Constitntioo ;  and  that  he  famish  cofHes  of 
certificates  of  the  vsloatioa  of  tbe  different  prixes 
brought  into  tbe  United  States,  by  the  ships  of  war, 
and  taken  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  ;  with 
a  statement  of  Uieir  actus!  force  when  captured. 

Tbe  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  suting  that 
the  measures  which  have  beeo  authorized  by  tbe 
Board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report  of  the  6th 
of  February,  1815,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been 
completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  Ihe  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  to  this  Board,  dated 
the  6th  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the 
statements  therein  referred  to,  which  are  here- 
with transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  a 
part  of  this  report  j  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Lagoox  presented  tbe  petition  of  Walter 
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Jooa,  jr.,  and  otb«rs,  iDbabitaois  of  the  Dlitrict 
of  Columbia,  praying  ihe  passage  of  a  law  re- 
latiag  10  slaves  held  bf  persons  residiog  therein ; 
aod  the  petitioo  was  raid,  and  referred  Co  a  select 
eommitiee ;  and  Messrs.  Lacock.  Babbodk,  and 
GtoLBSBOBOuee,  were  appointed  xhe  committee. 

Mr.  Chacb  eatleil  op  the  petition  of  Henry 
Dishbron  and  James  Chittenden,  of  the  Michigan 
Territory,  presented  the  12ib  of  January,  1812, 
praying  compensation  for  property  taken  and  de- 
atroyed  by  the  Indians  and  British,  as  stated  in 
the  petition;  which  was  read,  aod  referred  to  the^ 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 


Thdbsdat,  February  8. 

The  PBBeinBNT  commnnieated  a  tetter  from 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Nary  Pension  Fund, 
transmitting  their  aannal  statement  reapeetiog 
the  operation  of  their  trust ;  showing  tlie  amount 
of  the  food,  the  number  of  the  pensioners,  and 
the  amonnt  of  dtsbnrseracnla}  which  were  read, 
BBd  referred  to  the  Gommitiea  on  Naval  Afiurs. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Riehard  Mitebell  was 
vead  the  second  time. 

The  UU  antborizing  a  subscription  for  the 
pciotiog  of  a  second  edition  of  the  public  doou- 
meots  was  read  the  second  time,  and  eoasidered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  fvde^  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  7th  instant,  for  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Isy  oefore  the  Senate 
certain  information  relative  to  ihe  ship  Cyane, . 
and  other  prizes  brought  into  the  United  Slates, 
and  uken  into  the  service  thereof,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  bill  farther  providing  for  the  Library  of 
Congress,  having  been  reported  by  ibe  committee 
correotly  engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time,  aod 
the  blnnk  filled  with  "  one  thonsand." 

Besolvedy  That  this  bill  passj^and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  *'Aq  act  providing  for  the  settlement 
of  certain  accounts  against  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, and  for  establishing  the  salary  of  the  Li' 
mriao. 

The  bill  concerning  certain  courts  of  the  Uoi- 
sed  States,  in  th^  State  of  New  York,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Betolvedj  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act  concerning  certain  courts  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  Committee 
on  Narat  Af&irs  were  instrncted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  ap- 
pfHotmentof  one  or  more  Judge  Advocates  in  the 
Navy. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Vaknuji,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  which  relates 
to  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
confining  the  payment  of  alt  taxesj  and  other 
moneys  due  the  United  States,  to  specie  Treasury 
notes,  and  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  are  in  the 
practice  of  redeeming  their  notes  with  specie. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hobsey,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Tilton, 
late  Physieian  and  SorgeoD  Gteneralof  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  were  disebBrged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof,  and  it- was  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to 
consider  aod  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee. of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  leal, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee,  and  Mr.  Vabnom  by  request  took  the 
Chair;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hami»hirc,  tbie 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  BiBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, to  whom  were  referred  the  amendoieats 
of  the  House  of  Representalires  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  aet  eoneerning  the  ecniTeDtion  to  r^fa- 
lato  the  commerce  between  the  territories  ci 
the  United  States,  and  His  Britannic  Majesty," 
together  with  the  bill,  reported  them  without 
amendment;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,-  the 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cahpbeix,  from  the  Committee  onFinance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whooa 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
the  duties  on  certain  articles maonfactuted  witbia 
the  United  States,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
meat. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Redman  Coxe,"  reported  it 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  TATLDBffrom  the  committee  to  w|io«n^e 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  further  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  providiof 
tor  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of 
public  lands,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  seeond  md- 
iag. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  7ih  insunt,  for  directing  the  Seo- 
retary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
the  Senate  a  statement,  exhibiting  the  actoal  con- 
dition of  the  several  incorporated  banks  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1816,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  reward 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States* 
brig  Argus ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Daoobtt  ,  the 
consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed,  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  eotided  "Ad 
act,  for  the  relief  of  William  Morrissett,"  toffether 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  tlie  se- 
lect committee,  and  the  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  Pbesidbnt  reported  the  bill  to  tbe 
House  accordingly  >  and  on  the  question  "  Shall 
:  the  ammidmentB  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  rend  n 
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tbird  lime  ms  uaeaded?"  ii  was  dttermined  io 
tbeaffin&BtWe. 


FuoAT,  February,  9, 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideraiion  of  the  bill^  to  reward 
the  ofBeen  and  crew  of  the  late  Uaited  States* 
brig  Arras;  and  oo  motioo,  by  Mr.  T&it,  that 
the  funoer  coosideratioo  thereof  be  postpooed 
until  (be  first  Mooday  io  July  next,  it  was  deter- 
mined io  the  affirmai  ire— yeas  18,  nays  14,  as 
foHom: 

TxAt — Meora.  Bibb,  Gaillard,  Kingj  Lacock,  Mtoon, 
Xuon  of  New  Hamptbire,  Monow,  Koberb^  IUi||lw, 
Tftlboc,  Tait,  Taylor,  ThompMn,  Tomer,  Vaiaum, 
Welk,  WiUUnw,  aod  Wilaoo. 

ITats — MesBtt.  Ban;,  Brown,  Ghace  Coodit,  Dag- 
gett, DaaajPronientia,  Goldsboroogb,  Harper,  Horsey, 
Howdl,  MasoQ  of  Virginia,  Sanfbrd,  and  Ticbenor. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
(be  bill,  eotiiled  "An  act  coQcerning  the  conven- 
tJoD  to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  that  tbe  further  coa- 
tideration  thereof,  together  with  the  bill,  be  post- 
poned until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negatife— yeas  17,  nays  18,  as 
follows: 

Taw— Mittin.  Barbmr,  Brown,  CIwm,  X>a«8ett, 
Framentia,  OaiUard,  GolddMiioa^  Honsy,  Howell, 
Bonier,  I^i^,  Hawo  of  New  Hampshire,  Stnfcrd,. 
Tdbot,  ThompaoD.  Tichenor,  and  Tamer. 

Maxs— Measn.  Bany,  Bibb,.  CanipbeU,  Condi^ 
Dana,  Harper,  Lacoek,  Maoon,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Haggles,  Tait,  Taylor,  Vamam, 
W«Hb,  WiUiams,  and  WUaoo. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  eooaidera- 
tioa  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  adjonroed  to  Mooday. 

Monday,  February  12. 

Mr.  WiLUAHS  presented  the  petition  of  Alfred 
M.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  on  behalfof  himself  and 
the  other  heirs  of  his  deeeued  father,  Ijaodon 
Carter,  praying  payment  for  an  anliqnidated  loan 
office  cerUfieate,CDrfire  hundred  dollars,  as  stated 
in  the  peution ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  Na- 
tional Cuneeey. 

Mr.  RoBBBTs  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Jones  and  others,  wbo  were  attached  to  the  Uni- 
ted States'  brig  Jefferson,  oo  Lake  Ontario,  jn  tbe 
late  war,  and  embarked  on  board  the  schooner 
Surprise,  for  Baltimore,  to  join  tbe  United  States 
shin  Erie,  and  were  cast  away  on  their  passage, 
and  lost  all  their  clothing  and  other  effects,  and 
praying  compensation  for  the  same,  as  suted  in 
the  petition  ^  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  A&irs. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Josepb  Henry  and  others,  who  were  attached  to 
the  flotilla,  io  the  Patuxent,  under  the  command 
l4th  CoH.  1st  Sess.— 5 


of  Commodore  Barney,  io  tbe  late  war,  during 
the  inTa^ion  of  the  enemy,  praying  compensaiiew 
for  their  clothing,  which  was  destroyed  by  blow- 
ing up  tbe  said  flotilla,  as  stated  la  the  puitioa ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commiltee 
00  Naval  Affairs. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  CAHpaeLL,  the  Committee 
OD  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Curreneyj 
to  whom  were  referred  (he  memorial  of  Waller 
Willis,  aod  others,  of  New  York,  and  the  memo- 
rial of  George  Roberts  and  others,  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  were  discharged  from  the 
further  eonsideraiion  thereof,  respeelirely. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee 
to  whom  was  refen-ed  the  bill,  entitled  "Ai^ 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Qeorge  Nebin|[er^ 
were  discharged  from  the  further  considerauoa 
thereof;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Prc»< 
idem  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  FinaQoe 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  QoLDSBOROoaa  presented  the  memorial  of 
James  Kemp,  President  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
Baltimore,  praying  that  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  be  authorized  by  taw  to  remit 
tbe  duties  oo  tbe  importation  of  certain  stereo- 
type plates,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commiltee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  bill  further  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled *'An  act  providing  for  the  indemnifieatioD' 
of  certain  claimants  of  poblio  lands  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,'*  was  read  tbe  second  time. 

COMMEECE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
ameodments  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
the  bill, entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  osoven- 
tion  to  regulate  the  commerce  between  tbe  ter- 
ritories of  tbe  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  agree  to  the  first 
amendment,  to  wit:  line  one,  strike  out  tbe  word% 
** and  declared,"  it  was  determioed  io  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  15,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

Yus — ^Means.  Bibb^  Campbell,  Condit,  Dan% 
toA,  Macon,  Mason  of  TirgiDia,  Morrow,  Boberti^ 
Rngglea,  Tait,  Taylor,  Yaroum,  Willtams,  and 
Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Dag- 
gttU  Fromentin,  Qaillard,  Goldaborough,  Harper,  Hor- 
sey, Howdl,  Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
sbire,  Talbot,  Tbonpsoni  Ttehwor,  Tomer,  and 
Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  agree  to  the  other 
amendment,  to  wit}  linel^aAer  the  word  "as- 
sembled," strike  oat  tbe  residue  of  the  bill,  and 
in  lieu  thereof,  insert  as  follows : 

"  That  tbe  same  datiesbe,  and  tbe  same  are  berel^, 
imposed  on  arttdes  of  the  growth,  prodnoe,  or  mannfae- 
tore,  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  io  Enrope, 
Imported  into  the  United  States  in  Britisb  vewsh^  as 
are,  or  shall  be  imposed  on- the  impcHrtatfcw  of  the  Hka 
articles  in  American  vessels. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  ThM  the  same 
tonnage,  and  other  duties  and  charges,  are  hereby  ia« 
posed  on  British  vaaeds  in  any  of  the  ports  of  lb* 
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Vaitod  SittM,     are,  or  may  be  payable  io  the  same 

eta,  by  Teaaala  of  the  United  States,  exoept  aach 
tiah  ▼eawla,  aa  ahall  oome  from  the  West  Indiee  or 
ttw  doadnkaa  of  Hi*  Britaoaic  Mqaafy  ia  Nortii 

Sae.  S.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  the  same 
kMn^  ahall  be  allowed  oo  the  rajportatjon  of  amr  artt- 
da,  the  growth,  prodaca,  or  ma  nu  Ax  tare  of  the  Unitad 
Stately  to  Hifl  Britannic  Hqeoty'a  territortea  in  Ed- 
ropa,  when  aach  ezportatioa  ahall  be  in  Britiih  vaa- 
aNa  as  are,  or  may  be  allowed  when  aach  exportation 
ic,  or  may  be  in  veaaela  of  the  United  Statoa. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeiedt  That  in  all  eaaea 
where  drawbacks  are,  or  may  be  ^wed  oa  the  r«- 
ocportation  of  any  gooda,  the  growth,  produce,  or  man- 
•faetttrea  of  the  tenitoriea  of  Hi*  Britannic  M^eaty, 
the  aame  drawback  shall  be  allowed  on  such  re- 
ttpartaUon,  where  the  original  importation  of  the  aame 
muf  have  been  in  Bri^  veaseb,  aa  ore,  or  may 
be  aHoiMd  on  sttch  M-exportation,  when  the  a^pnti 
iMpottation  mj  have  bean  in  veaaiii  of  Ae  United 
atatea. 

Am.  6.  AmdhtU further ewtettd,  Thatsomndtof 
Mdi  and  areiy  tot  of  Congioaa  aa  ia  inaouiitont  with 
A*  inoviasna  of  Ihia  act  be,  and  the  aame  ta  hanby, 
■^Mlad* 

8h.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  thw  act 
ahall  take  effect  from  and  aAer  the  2Sd  day  of  Deoem- 
b«r,  1810,  and  continue  in  fbrce  until  the  3d  day  of 
July,  1819,  and  no  longer." 

It  was  determined  in  the  neg^iire— jreas  11, 
Mp  23,  at  follows : 

TaAa — Meaara.  Bibb,  Campbell,  Condit,  Laeock, 
NaeMi,  MaaiHi  of  Virginia,  Monow,  Bobarti,  Bngglas, 
Vanium,  and  Wilson. 

Naxs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Cbace, 
Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentio,  Oaillard.  Ooldsboroagh, 
Ba^ar,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hanter,  King,  Mason  of 
New  Hamndoie,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Tiehaww,  Tnraen  Wells,  end  WiUiaraa. 

Bo  it  Was,  Resolved,  That  the  Senate  disagree 
to  the  unendmente  of  the  House  of  Represeata- 
Mires  to  the  bill  last  meotioned. 


TuMDAT,  February  13. 

The  pRBSiDEHT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
8«cretarr  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
die  reaofution  of  ihe  Hoose  of  Represenutira*^ 
of  the  23d  of  February,  1S15,  on  tbe  aqbjeot  of  a 
general  tariifof  duties,  proper  to  be  impoeed  oa 
imported  goods,  wares,  asd  merokaadwe;  and 
loe  report  was  read,  and  two  hundred  additional 
copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  ase  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af* 
fitirs,  to  whom  tbe  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Lawrence,  of  tbe  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  tbe  officers,  inm-commissiooed  officers, 
nod  priraiea,  oompostng  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Bowyer,in  the  Summer  of  the  year  18U;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  (he  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Navat  Af- 
wn^o  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Ooent,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which 
Was  tMd !  - 


Reaohed,  That  it  wotild  be  inexpedient  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  that  she  hare  leaTc  to  with- 
draw her  petition. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  tbe  ConMnittee  oo  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  recommitted  the  biU,eaiitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oeorse  S.  Wise,"  with 
instructions  to  loqaire  into  the  expediencf  of 
making  some  general  proristoos  by  law  for  siati- 
Itr  cases,  reported  it  without  amendment,  toge- 
ther with  toe  foUowiiig  resolution,  whin  was 
read : 

Reeolted,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any 
general  provisions  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cahfbbll  laid  before  the  Senate  tbe  rea- 
ointions  of  tbe  Legislature  of  cbe  Slate  of  Ten- 
nessee, rejecting  tbe  amendments  proposed  by 
tbe  States  of  Maasacbusatta  ai»d  Cooaeetieut,  to 
tbe  CeostitntioB  of  the  lfnXte4  SbMei;  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  0.  also  communicated  the  instructions  of 
the  Legislature  of  tbe  State  of  Tennessee  to 
their  Senators  in  Congress,  to  lay  before  the  Gen- 
eral Government  the  expediency  of  delaying  the 
collection  of  the  direct  tax,  either  in  whole  or  in 
part ;  also^  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  effect  tbe 
passage  of  a  law  ezoncrating  part  of  tbe  citizens 
of  White  county  from  the  payment  of  any  more 
direct  tax,  until  they  are  »aeed  on  an  eqoaltty 
with  the  other  citizens  of  the  State ;  irhien  were 
read. 

The  bill,  enttitled^'Aa  act  for  the  relief  of 
WilUan  MMrisaett,**  was  read  a  third  thse,  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  en|rrossed  bill,  authorizing  a  subscrtptioii 
for  tbe  printing  of  a  second  edition  <;f  tbe  pttblie 
documents,  was  read  a  ibird  time,  and  passed. 

The  PRESIDKNT  eommuoicated  reMiotions  of 
tbe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  inatructing 
their  Senators  in  Congress,  and  requesting  their 
Representatives  to  use  their  endeavors  to  procure 
tbe  passage  of  a  law  "providing  for  the  o^ni- 
zaiioo,  arming,  and  disciplining  tbe  militia,  and 
for  gorerning  auch  part  of  them  as  may  be  era- 
ployed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
also  providing  more  cffeetaallT  for  eallinc  them 
forth  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  icraaions;  which 
were  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  committee  appoint- 
ed 00  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  ot 
the  tlnited  States  as  relates  to  the  militia. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  Consideration  of  tbe  resolution  for  a 
proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  that  the  Senators  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  chosen  for  three  years:  and  Mr. 
Vabmuu  was  requested  to  take  tbe  Chair.  And, 
after  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  tbe  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  Was  postponed  antil 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  resolution  relating  to  the  claims 
of  tbe  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on 
Slate  and  Continental  Establishment,  for  bountr 
lands,  reported  a  bill  to  ascertain  and  estaUisk 
the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for 
satisfying  tbe  militan^  boooties  aUtnred  to  the 
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olfieat  and  »old(evB  of  ike  Vii^ inia  tine,  ob  Coo- 
tiaentri  Eistmbltsbneat.  And  the  bill  wm  read, 
aod  paaaed  to  tke  aecead  rcMKiig. 

Mr.  B&ABOim,  from  ihe  same  committal  fur- 
ther made  npori,  together  wMk  ibe  Ibllewinf  res- 

Banhd,  "Hurt  movMon  rfwoU  be  made  by  law 
for  ndsftiBf  ibe  duu  ftr  Iwd  boa^  af  the  oSeen 
ttXkd  •aWna(th»  Mid  8ute,«n  hwoen  eetebUib- 

Aod  the  report  aed  reMlutioD  ware  read,  aad 
the  farther  eoasidcration  thereof  poatpaaed  lo, 
9a4  made  the  order  of  the  <toy  &r,  TuaMlar  aext. 

Air.  BABBOVS,ffom  the  Ommiuee  ea  Military 
Aflhirs,  to  whom  wai  r^erred  the  memorial 
lAe  Legtalatare  of  Kentadcy,  relative  to  the  wid- 
ows and  orphana  of  the  militia,  who  died  ia  the 
of  the  Uoitad  States,  laade  a  report ; 
which  waa  read. 

A  message  from  the  Hoosa  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Snate  that  the  Hoqm  hare  paued 
B  resolDlioe  te  iodettaify  the  nueties  of  Commo- 
diffe  Joha  Rodger^  in  which  ther  request  the 
eoaearrence  of  uie  Benatc. 

Th*  Senate  icsvmed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonnderatioo  of  the  bill,  eatitled 
**Aa  act  toaothorize  the  paymeat  for  property 
lost,  eaptored,  or  destroyed  by  the  eaemy,  while 
in  the  miiiury  service  of  tba  the  Uaited  Stales." 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Baropsbire,  jprc^iosec)  to 
insert  in  the  bill  the  fc^owiag  amcDdraeai: 

-  Thst  the  Premdent  of  the  United  States  be  wd  he  is 
hereby  antboriied  to  eppoiot  so  msoy  eemiaissisasrs 
as  he  duJI  deem  nscesisry  tst  the  panoess  herehuf- 
tar  BCBtieiied,  who  lUl  b«  nqMctmly  sworn  frith- 
IWy  to  paifarw  Ash  ttiuta.  All  *— *t— "tj  te  be  ad- 
mitted m  snnMvt.(tf  any  daim  afafast  the  United 
Matea^  wilhhi  the  piwisiBnaarthia  act,  AaU  be  taken 
.  am  eath  baCue  sobm  one  of  sooh  oofflmissioners.  And 
it  ^nU  be  Ike  da^of  thesaidooouniasioneiscBrafulIy 
Aaesaenie  all  wilnessef  piedoced  before  tbem,  on 
awih  interrofSiorisSf  and  accordins  to  such  instruc- 
tions as  riiaU  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
l^aseBry,  toodting  the  fitUowing  dainu,  to  wtt:** 

CoBsideable  diseacaion  took  place  on  this 
WMttdmeotj  in  which  Messrs.  Babbodb  and  Tal- 
bot oppwed,  and  Mr.  Mjison,  of  New  Hamp- 
ehba,  mppwied  ihe  BMtion.  Before  the  question 
was  takeo,  the  subject  was  laid,  for  the  pietent, 
on  the  uble,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  lo  the 
considemtioB  of  JSxeootire  business. 

Webnesdat,  Febroary  14. 

The  resolution  to  indemnify  the  sureties  of 
Commodoie  Jaha  Rodnn  was  twice  read,  by 
naaBiiaeiw  cMseat,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
aUtce  of  the  Wboli,  aad  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Babboob,  from  the  Commiuee  on  Military 
Aflbiis,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Daaiel  Benoer  and  Nathaoiel  H.  Heath,  praying 
coi^eaaaUon  for  losses  sustained  by  the  depre- 
dation of  the  enem^,  durios  their  barbarous  ir- 
rt^Mieo  into  the  Distriel  of  Colnmbiaj  made  a 
report,  together  with  the  foUoviag  molution, 
which  waa  read : 


Btaohed,  Th»x  the  petition  of  Daaiel  Banner  and 
Natbamel  H.  Heath,  is  onreasonaUe,  and  ought  not 
to  bs  granted,  and  that  th^  hare  bave  to  withdraw 
their  petition. 

Mr.  Babboor,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pctitloit 
of  the  representatires  of  Ignaoe  Detino,  made  t 
tenon,  together  with  the  following  resoluttoni; 
which  were  read : 

Bnohedy  That  the  petition  of  Ignaee  XMiao  is  ree- 
eoneble,  aad  ought  to  be  granted. 

Sttoiutd,  That  provision  sbonld  be  made  ier  ascer- 
taining, with  precHioo,  tk«  amount  of  losses  rnttsined 
by  the  said  Ignaee  Delino. 

Mr.  Babbodb,  from  the  Committee  on  MlHlarjr 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Catharine  Robertson,  made  a  report,  together 
with  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read: 

Eaobmi,  That  the  petition  of  Catharine  Bobertaan 
be  rneeted. 

filr.  Hubtbb,  from  the  commiltee  to  whom 
the  satyect  was  tefcned,  reported  ibe  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis  j  and  ihe 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colcud 
William  Lawrence,  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  Ihe  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, aod  privates,  composing  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Bowyer,  in  the  Summerofthe  jrear  1814, waa 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Comminee  on  Naral  AOaifa,  to 
whom  was  relerred  the  petition  of  Satah  God- 
let:  Whereupon, 

BaaUved,  That  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  that  aha 
bare  laare  to  witbdiaw  her  petition. 

The  Senate  veawned  the  eoBsideration  of  the 
report  ttT  the  Commiuee  on  Naval  A&ii^  to 
whom  waa  reeemnitted  the  bill,  en  titled  •'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Oaorge  S.  Wive,'*  with  ii- 
smntlow  to  ioqaire  iitto  ifaa  expcdteocy  of  ma- 
king Bome  generd  prorisions  by  law,  for  stnular 
eases;  WlKreopoo, 

Mmilted,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any 
general  prorisions  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Campbell  eommaDicated  the  instractions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to 
their  Senators  in  Congress,  to  use  their  best  en- 
dearors  to  have  provision  made  for  the  paf  meat 
of  arms  Impressed  and  lost,  or  destroyed,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States;  which  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  intut  on 
their  amcodmenu  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  eonreotion  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce  between  the  territories  of  the  United 
Sutea  and  His  Britannic  Majesty."  They  a 
conference  upon  the  subject  of  the  disagreeing 
rotes  of  thetwo  Houses, and  have  appointed  man- 
agers on  their  parL 

They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  direct  ux  upon  the  United 
Sutes,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year 
1616 ;  and  to  repral,  in  part,  the  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  to  provid^additioiiu  nreuia  for  dafnyias 


Digiltzed  by 


Googit 


185 


mSTOBT  OF  C(»TaBB8l3. 


ISO 


the  expenses  of  Ck)Teromeot,aDd  maiDUiniogthe 
ppblic  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
united  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
eolleeiiog  the  same;"  and  also  the  act,  entitled 
"Ad  act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  GorernnieDt,  and  roaintain- 
ing  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  District  of  Columbia,-"  a  bul,  entitled  "Aoact 
making  appropriations  for  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores,  for  the  year  1816;**  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop  of 
war  Hornet,  for  the  captare  and  destraelion  of 
the  British  stoop  of  war  Penguin  f*  a  "  resolmioo 
relocating  the  President  to  present  medals  to  Cap- 
tain Stewart,  and  the  officers  of  the  frigate  Con- 
stitDtion also, a  "resolution  requesting  the  Pres- 
ident to  pment  medals  to  Captain  James  Biddle, 
and  the  officers  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet;"  in 
which  bills  and  resolations  they  request  the  eon- 
earrenee  of  the  Senate. 

BRITISH  DEPBBDATIONa 

Mr.  Barboob,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afbirs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of 
Nicholas  BoileTio,  of  John  de  Lassize,  and  of 
JnidODTille  de  Villiers  and  others,  praying  eoin- 
penMtion  for  losses  sustained  by  the  depredationa 
of  the  enemy  in  the  late  war,  made  an  adrerse 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  is  as  fol- 
lowa: 

That  no  doubt  exists  on  Ae  minds  of  the  committee 
as  to  the  tnith  of  the  fiwts  disckwd  in  the  pedtions ; 
the  losses  complained  of,  resnlting  from  a  oarbaroos 
warfare  carried  on  by  the  feredous  inhabitants  of  the 
mtin,  as  well  u  by  the  regular  forces  of  His  Britan- 
nic Miyes^,  have  been  most  severe  on  the  nnlbrtonate 
petitioners.  Whether  it  becomes  the  magnanimity  of 
a  Government  whoee  only  object  sfaoald  be  the  pro- 
tectkm  aad  pneperity  of  sll  iu  citizeBS  to  diiqwnw 
nlief  In  casae  Uke  these,  and  thereby  to  ense  the  war 
to  All  efDaBy  en  all,  b  a  qaestloB  which  the  eaaimit- 
taa  baheva  is  placed  bnoad  their  cogniianee.  in  con- 
asfDenee  of  the  course  heietofare  putnied  by  Congress 
in  regard  to  losses  nutsined  dnring  the  war — a  coarse 
which  seems  to  ineolcate  that  indemnity  is  doe  to  all 
those  whoee  losses  have  arisen  firem  the  seta  of  our 
own  Govemmant,  or  those  acting  under  its  authority ; 
while  loaMa  prodncfd  by  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  are 
to  be  dassed  among  die  unavoidable  calamities  t/war, 
and  do  not  entitle  the  soflbreis  to  indemnification  hw 
the  Oovemment.  The  losses  of  the  petitioners  bdong 
to  the  letter  class,  and  therefore  the  commiuee,  yield- 
ing to  whst  is  believed  to  be  the  settled  parpose  of 
Congress,  have  agreed  to  the  following  resolution : 

Raobftd,  That  the  petitions  of  Nicholas  Boilevio, 
J^  de  Lasaise,  and  JomenviUa  de  Tilliers,  and 
often,  are  nnreasonaUe,  and  ongfat  not  to  be  granted. 

Tbomdat,  February  15. 
Oil  mtition  by  Mr.  Banar,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tndipg.  by  law,  lo  all  settlers  on  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  who  bare  settled  thereon 
aince  the  1st  day  of  January,  1808,  the  same  priv- 
extended  to  each  settled  prior  to  that  day,  by 
»e  second  aeeiion  of  the  act  of  Congreas,  passed 
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March  3d,  1807 ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  olhenrisei  and  Mcasrs.  Basbt, 
MoBRow,  and  Bnovn,  were  appointed  the  eom- 
mittee. 

On  mottoQ  by  Mr.  Eiho, 

Ordered^  That  the  Secreury  of  the  Senate 
procure  for  their  use  four  copies  of  Briee's  Selec- 
tion of  the  Commercial  Laws  of  the  United  \ 
Statoa;  also  fonr  copiea  of  Qraydon'a  Digest  of 
the  Laws  of  the  United  States }  and  alw  four 
copies  of  Pitkin's  Statiaticd  View  of  the  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  GouMBOBODae  presented  the  petition  of 
B.  R.  Dnpont,  and  others,  aRanufaetarers  of  gnn- 
powder,  praying  an  increase  of  doty  on  foreign 
gunpowder,  and  also  to  exempt  it  from  the  bene- 
fit of  a  drawback  of  duties  on  its  re-exportation, 
as  suted  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency. 

Bdr.  CoHorr  presented  the  petition  of  Israel 
Crane,  and  others,  manufacturers  of  cotton,  in 
West  Bloom&eld,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
praying  the  protection  of  Congress,  for  reasons 
stated  u  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  oommittee  last  mentioned. 

The  three  biUb  and  two  resolotions  brought  np 
yesterday  for  eonenrreoc^  were  read,  nod  paaaed  • 
to  the  ateond  rending.  ^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bin^ 

RemAvedy  That  the  Senate  rniM  on  their  dia- 
agreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Honsft  of 
EUpresenlativee  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
ceraing  the  convention  to  regulate  the  commence 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  States  nnd 
His  Britannic  Majesty,"  and  agree  to  the  con- 
ference proposed  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Kiro,  Barbodk,  and 
Bibb,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  fienale. 

The  resolution  to  indemnify  the  surettea  of 
Commodore  Rodgers,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed— yeas  32.  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Yais — Meaara.  Barbour,  Bar^,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chaee, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Goldtborough,  Harper, 
Howell,  Hooter,  Mason  of  New  Hsmpahire,  M mson  of 
Virginia,  Roberta,  Buggies,  Talbot,  Tai^  Tiehenor, 
Tnmer,  WilUams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— Messra.  King,  Maeea,  Maimr,  TbomuMB, 
and  Vamnm. 

Mr.  DAenETT,  f^om  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled  '*Ap  net  for 
the  relief  of  Jonathan  Roger8,jun.,  of  Wnterford, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,"  reported  it  withoat 
amendroeau 

Mr.  Habper  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  io  a  bill  to  establish  a  law  libmry 
at  the  Seat  ofGovernment,  for  the  use  of  the  8o- 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States ;  and  alao  a 
bill  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal  and  writ  of  error 
from  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  to 
eases  amounting  to  dollars,  or  upwards. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relation.*,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petitions  of  Arthur  Tappan  and  John  Frothing, 
ham,  were  discharged  from  the  further  conaidem- 
tion  thereof,  respectively. 
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Tbe  Senate  Tesmned  the  considerfttion  of  the 
report  the  Committee  on  Military  ASain,  to 
wum  wms  referred  the  petitions  of  Nicbohu  Bml- 
ens,  of  John  de  Lusize,  aod  of  Jamonrille  de 
Tilliers,  end  others. 

On  the  qaestioD  to  erne  thereto*  it  mw  detcr- 
nined  in  the  effirmntin— yeu  S6,  nays  3,  u 
foUom: 

Ymu — ^Maws.  Bailioiir,  Butt,  Bibb,  CoDdit,  Dag- 
nit,  GaiOud,  Barper,  Howell,  Hnnter,  King,  Lacock, 
MaeoD,  Mason  of  TSm  Hampshtrs,  Mason  of  Tirginta, 
Monow,  Rdwrta,  Ragglaa,  Talbot,  Tail,  Ta^Ior.Thomp* 
MB,  1'idwnor,  Tomer,  Tamnm,  Williama.aDd  Wilson. 

Kam— Messrs.  Brown,  Promontui,  Goldaboniiigh. 

So  it  was  Retohed,  That  the  petitions  of  Nieh- 
blas  BoileviD,  John  de  Lassize,  and  JumooTille 
de  Yillers,  and  others,  are  aiireasooable,aDd  onght 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Militarr  Affairs,  on 
the  petition  of  Daniel  Reoner,  and  Nathaniel  H. 
Heath.  Whereupon, 

BmAwLj  That  the  petition  of  Daoiel  Reoner 
and  Nathaiiiel  H.  Heath  is  nnreasonable.  and 
onght  not  to  be  granted ;  and  that  they  hare  leare 
to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  on 
the  memorial  of  Catharine  Robertson ;  and  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  nntil 
Saturday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 
the  petition  of  the  representatives  of  Ignace  De- 
lino;  and  the  further  eonsidereiion  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbit  and  John 
Draois.  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  (he  boundary 
of  the  (raet  reserred  to  satisfy  the  military  boun- 
ties allowed  to  the  offieersand  soldiersof  the  Vir- 
ginialioe^oo  ContinentalBstablishmeDt,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Fbuat,  Febmary  16. 
The  Pbbsidbht  commnnieated  a  report  of  the 
Sceietary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of 
Sarah  Jairisand  others,  prepared  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13tb  instant ; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  retolntion  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  present  medals  to  Captain  Chas. 
Stewart,  and  the  officers  of  the  frigate  Conatitn- 
tien,  was  read  the  second  time. 
■  The  reaolotion  requesling  the  President  of  the 
Uaited  States  toptnenimedab  to  Captain  James 
Biddic,  and  the  omeen  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  the  amonat 
of  direet  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  the 
District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year  1816 ;  and  to 
repeal  in  pan  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  proTide 
additional  rcTenne  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
QoremmeoL  and  maintaining  toe  puUte  credit, 
bf  laying  »  direet  tax  upon  the  (Jniied  Btotnsi  and 
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to  proride  for  aasessisg  and  eollfciing  the  same^ 
ana  aUo  the  tct,  entitled  "An  act  to  proride  ad- 
ditional rerenin  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Oorernment,  and  maintainmg  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direet  tax  upon  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniforn 
National  Currency. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  for  the 
year  1816  "  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  rewarding  the  of- 
ficers and  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hmrnet,  for 
the  capture  and  deatmction  of  the  British  sloop 
of  war  Penguin was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naral  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wholb  the  eoDsideruioB  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Rienard  MiteheU;  and  the  fnrthn  eoiuiderft- 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  imtil  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Home  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  hare  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  pensions 
of  Robert  White  and  Jaoeb  Wcighter,"  with 
amendments  ;  in  which  they  request  the  coiteer- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  VABiroM,  the  amendm«itB 
of  the  House  of  Representa  tires  to  the  btU  last 
mentioned,  together  with  the  bill,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  opeoiog  and  working  coppor 
mines  on  Lake  Superior,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrosaed 
and  read  a  third  time  7  it  vas  determined  in  the 
nentire. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
'  coostruciien  of  roads  and  canals ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Moiulay  next. 

The  hill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  for  —  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  was 
resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  nezL 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  repeal  the  duties  on  certain  arlielee 
manufaetuied  within  the  United  States;"  and 
the  further  eoasideration  thereof  was  poctponed 
until  Mraday  next 

The  SoiBte  mamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  sup- 
plementary 10  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  proriding 
for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimanu  of 
public  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;"  and 
the  further  eenaidenttien  thereof  waa  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  eider  of  the  day  f<»i  Tneadnjr 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  oonaideration  of  the  bill,  eatiiled  *'Ab  ■ 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  8.  Wise;"  and  the 
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further  coosideration  thereof  was  postponed  ootil 
the  first  Monday  io  July  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Lieutenant  ColoDel  William  Lawrence,  of  the 
Army  of  the  Unried  States,  aod  of  the  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  compo- 
sing the  garrison  of  Fort  Bowyer,  in  the  Summer 
of  the  year  1814;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  uoiil  Monday  next. 

Tha  Senate  reaumedj  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  conaideration  of  the  bill,  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis ;  and, 
after  debate,  tbe  further  eoosiderallon  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
BOt  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Rogers,  junior,  of 
Waterford,  in  the  State  of  Connecticutj*'  and 
Mr.  VaBHDic  was  requested  to  take  tbe  Chair; 
and  no  amendment  baring  been  proposed  thereto, 
the  pREBiDEHT  resumed  tlie  Chair,  and  Mr.  Var- 
MDH  reported  the  bill  to  the  Senate ;  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Redman  Coxe,"  together  with  tbe  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; 
and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
Prbbidbnt  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  aecord- 
iogly ;  and  on  tbe  questioo,  Shall  the  amend- 
mcBt  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  lime 
aa  ameDdeo?"  it  was  determined  in  tbe  affirma- 
tire. 

Mr.  Kins  presented  the  petition  of  B.  £.  Ver- 

i'on,  praying  a  patent  right  may  be  granted  to 
lim  for  certain  improvements  in  refining  sugar, 
nolwilhstandiug  his  non-residence  in  tbe  United 
Slates  for  the  term  required  by  law ;  and  tbe  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  Messrs.  Kmc,  Bbown,  and  Hunter, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Harper  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  establish  a  law  tilN-ary,  at  the  Seat  oT 
Government,  for  tbe  use  of  tbe  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States;  and  tbe  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  tbe  aeoolid  reading. 

Hr.  Habpbr  also  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
Iffiii^  in  a  bill  to  limit  tbe  right  of  appeal  from 
tbe  circuit  eoart  of  the  United  States  tor  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barrt,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  relating  to 
settlers  on  the  lands  of  tbe  United  States ;  and 
the  but  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
Adjoanied  to  Monday. 

MoKOAT,  February  19. 

TfaePBiuoiNT  communicated  a  report  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  actual 
condition  of  the  several  incorporated  banks  with- 
ia  the  District  of  Colombia,  on  the  1st  day  of 
Jnuary,  1816^  u  inoried  bv  the  easfaiera.  to  that 
DepartmeDt,  made  &  conpHwct  vteh  the  reso- 


lution of  tiie  Senate  of  (he  8lh  instant,  and  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  Joho 
Philip  Wilhelmi,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
prayiDg  permission  to  bring  into  the  United 
States  cerlain  slaves  from  the  island  of  Saint 
Thomas,  as  staled  and  described  in  the  petition  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  Messrs.  Taylor,  VARNtw,  and  Bibb, 
were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

Mr.  RoBBBTs,  from  the  committee  to  whooi 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  L.  Pearson^ 
made  a  report,  which  waa  read.— Whereapoa, 

Aeao/ved,  That  tbe  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
Rymes,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  twrougb  of 
Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware ;  and  also 
the  memorial  of  the  burgesses  and  borough  coun- 
cil of  the  said  borough,  praying  protection  to 
the  manufacturing  esiablishments  in  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  for  reasons  slated  in  the  memorials  ; 
which  were  read,  aod  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Hdnter  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  providing  for 
the  publication  of  tbe  decisions  of  tbe  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States. 

Tbe  bill  relating  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the 
United  Slates,  was  read  the  second  lime- 

Tbe  bill  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal  from  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  tbe  District 
of  Columbia,  was  read  tbe  second  time. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  law  library  at  the  Seat 
of  Government,  for  the  ose  of  the  Supreme  Cottrt 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriation for  ihe  construction  of  roads  and  ca- 
nals, and  Mr.  Varndu  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  be- 
half of  tbe  United  States,  for  — —  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ddawar* 
Canal  Company ;  and  tbe  further  consideratitm 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  oC 
the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joaa- 
than  Rogers,  jr.,  of  Waterford,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  hill  to  extend  oer- 
tain  privileges,  as  therein  mentioned,  to  BeroMtl 
Edme  Vo-jon;  and  tbe  bill  wtaxead,  and  paisei 
to  the  second  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coiudderation  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  tbe  payment  for  propert)r  loe^ 
captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  ift 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  and 
Mr.  TatBOT  proposed  saodry  araendmenia  then- 
to ;  and,  en  ibouw  bf  Mr.  T.,  the  farther  cos* 
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nimlioa  of  the  bUL  toftUm  with  the  sennl 
UMidmMta  pvopoNd  thereto,  was  postponed  to, 
tad  mde  the  eraer  of  the  day  for,  to-tnorow. 

The  3e«ftte  reeomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  th«  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchellj 
and  lh«  further  coiuideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned QDtil  to-morrow. 

The  Seaate  resumed,  a«  ia  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole,  the  consideratioa  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  the  duties  on  eettain  articles  nauB- 
fiuiortd  within  the  United  State* skI  it  paned 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  aawadmcat  to  the  hill  aatiUod  "An  aoi  for 
the  Tflltef  of  John  RadoM  Cose,"  wm  mb4  • 
th»d  time  a*  aoaodcd«  and  pMatd. 

Air.  FftOHUiTui  praeMed  Ibemeaotial  of  John 
Jaaea,  mad  othan,  ioiennej  ia  koda  m  the  State 
af  Lomiana,  held  oadw  Spanish  granta,  praying 
a  eonfiranasioB  thereof,  aa  etalod  ia  the  memorial ; 
whteh  WM  read,  and  referred  to  the  eommtttee 
OB  the  aemortat  of  the  L^tslitare  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory. 

A  msasage  IroM  the  Havae  of  Repremtatires 
informed  the  Senate  that'  the  Hooee  have  passed 
a  resolotion  for  the  appoiatneot  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  examine  iota  the  proceedioffs  of  a  for- 
mer Congress,  on  the  lamented  death  of  the  late 
Gbobob  WaaanforoN,  and  to  taks  Into  consider- 
atioa  what  farther  measnrea  it  nay  he  expedient 
to  adopt  at  the  present  time,  in  relation  to  that 
sidcfflB  and  interesting  aahject.  in  which  they  re- 
qiMst  the  cenevmBoe  of  the  Senate. 

The  Teaolfltira  last  neniioBed  was  read  three 
times  by  nnanimoos  consent,  and  cooeOrred  in. 

Ordtartd,  That  Messrs.  Kmo,  VABmm,  and 
Babboob,  be  the  committee  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  nsnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  ooasideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  LiouteoMit  Colonel  William  Lawrence,  of  the 
Arsay  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  officers, 
Ban^eommiasioned  officers,  and  privates,  compo- 
sing the  garrison  of  Port  Bowyer,  in  the  Summer 
of  the  year  1814;  uid,  no  ameodtiMnt  baring 
heen  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question,  "Shall  this 
bill  be  engroued  and  read  a  third  Utnef  it  was 
daitniiinad  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  Senato  resnmod,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  asecrtaio  and  establish  the 
western  bouadary  of  the  traet  reterfcd  for  aatis- 
fytag  the  military  bomUes  allowed  to  the  offieeia 
aad  s^^ts  af  the  Vi^nift  Hae  on  Continental 
SatBUishment;  and  the  further  eonsidentfon 
thereof  was  poetpoaed  Botil  to-morrow. 

Th*  Senate  resnmed,  ae  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbote,  the  eonsideration  of  the  retolntion  re- 
ftmtimg  ibe  Preiident  of  the  United  States  to 
piiaiBi  medals  lo  Capuin  Charles  Stewart,  and 
the  offieeia  of  lbs  frigate  Coostttotton ;  and,  no 
awwadment  having  bwn  proposed  thereto,  it  pass- 
ed to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  rasnraed  the  consideratron  of  the 
npOKi  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs,  on 
ibo  petition  o!  Catharine  Robertson;  aad  the 
further  coosideranon  thereof  was  postponed  until 
the  third  Monday  in  March  next. 
The  SoMta  caaumod,  aa  ia  Oommittea  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resotmion  r^ 
questing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
present  medals  to  Captain  James  Biddle,  and  the 
officers  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet }  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  tot 
third  reading. 

ToESpAY,  Febrnary  20. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
faire, to  whom  was  reftrred  the  hill  entiited  "An 
ael  rewardiag  (he  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloos 
of  war  Hornet,  for  the  capture  and  destruction 
the  British  sloop  of  war  Penguin,"  reported  It 

ithout  ameadeaent. 

Mr.  Hdntbr  ashed  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  providing  for  the  publication  of  the  de- 
cisions of  ihe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Slates;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
seeond  reading. 

The  reeolmioB  reqnestiog  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  pre&ent  medals  to  CapL  Charlea 
Stewart,  and  the  officers  of  the  frigate  Con8dt»> 
tion.  was  read  a  third  time. 

Xuolmd,  unattimovffy,  That  this  resolotioa 
pass. 

The  rcaolntiOQ  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  present  medals  to  Captain  James 
Biddle,  and  the  offieertof  the  rioep  of  war  Hornet, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Rewlvedt  tmanimtnuiy,  That  thla  reeolation 
pass. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Iiientenant  Coload 
William  Lawrence,  of  the  Army  of  the  Untied 
CUatei,  and  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  privates,  composing  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Bowver.in  tbeSommerof  the  year  181i,  waanfti 
the  third  tim^  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  duties 
on  ceruin  articles  manufactured  within  the  Uiklr 
ted  States,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passedl 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  sap- 
plementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
for  the  indemnifloation  of  certain  claimants  m 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;" 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  oa 
the  question,  ''Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  7"  it  was  daiermiqad  in  the  ut- 
fo^matire. 

The  bill  to  extend  certain  privileges,  as  thereJit 
mentioned,  to  Bernard  Ed  me  Verjoo,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  Ite  Whole;  and,  having  been  amended,  the 
Pbesiobnt  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly : 
and  en  the  qnesiion,  *S3hall  this  bill  be  enffrcmed 
asd  read  a  diird  time?'*  it  was  determinedin  the 
affitraative. 

The  hill  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  uuani- 
noba  oonseot,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BABBoint,rrom  the  Committee  oa  Military 
Affairs,  to  Whom  was  referred  theamendmeatsoi 
the  House  of  Repreaeotalives  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert  Whilo 
and  Jacob  Wrighter,"  reported  that  the  SsBtttt 
agree  thereto,  with  amendments. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  entitled  '"An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
caplureti,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto;"  and, on 
motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committer  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  resolution  for  a  proposed  amendment 
to  the  CoDstitutioD  of  the  United  Stares,  that  the 
Senators  shall  be  chosen  for  three  years;  and  on 
motion  by  Mr  Taylor,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  limit  the 
right  of  appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  (he  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  on 
the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  was  delermiaed  in  the  af- 
firm ati  re. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell ; 
ud  the  further  consideralioo  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  the 
western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for  satis- 
fyiog  the  military  bounties,  allowed  to  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Cooii- 
neotal  Establishment;  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morruw. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  establish 
a  law  library  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  for  the 
use  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stoles. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  it  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on; and  Mr.  Talbot,  Mr.  Habpeb,  and  Mr. 
Hunter,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  relating  to 
settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  bill  baviog  been  amended,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Bibb,  it  was  recommitted  to  Mr.  Babrt,  Mr. 
MoBROw,  and  Mr.  Brown,  further  to  consider, 
tad  report  thereon. 

PETITION  OF  THOMAS  CUTTS. 

Mr.  Cahfbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Cutts,  of  Bldde- 
ford,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  report, 
which  was  read,  as  follows : 

That  a  judgment  was  rwoTered  in  &Tor  of  Ihe  Uni* 
ted  States  agamst  Tristram  Hooper,  Moiee  Lowell,  and 
Benjamm  Chandler,  on  a  reTenue  bond ;  an  execation 
issued  thereon  agauut  their  property,  and  wait  levied 

the  deputy  marshal  for  the  District  of  Maine,  on 
uuee^i^th  parts  of  the  schooner  Catharine,  at  the 
■ale  of  which,  on  the  I9th  January,  1808,  the  petitions, 
Thomas  Cotls,  became  the  porchaser,  at  four  hundred 
•ad  twenty-five  dollars.  A  claim  was  afterwards  set 
mto  the  Mid  ihTe»«i|^ths  of  said  schooner  by  Am 
Mphms,  finmded  on  an  attachment  pievioariy  levied 


thereon ;  and  in  an  action  brought  against  the  peti- 
tioner, it  appears  the  title  of  the  said  Stephens  to  three- 
fourth  parts  of  said  three-eighth  parts  of  said  schooner 
was  established ;  and  it  was  of  course  dedded,  that  no 
right  to  the  said  three-fourth  parts  vested  in  Uie  peti- 
tioner by  his  purchase  at  said  marshal's  asle.  The 
petitioner  alleges  that,  besides  the  loss  of  the  ihree- 
iburlhs  of  said  three-eighths  of  this  vessel,  he  hss  been 
put  to  great  expense  and  trouble  in  defending  his  sup- 
posed title,  denved  from  said  marshal's  sale,  and  prays 
snch  relief  as  Congress  may  deem  just  and  equitable. 

The  committee  cannot  perceive  anything  in  this  case 
to  distinguish  it  from  tile  ordinary  case  of  a  sale  Doder 
an  execution,  in  which  the  plaintiff  cannot  be  consid- 
ered as  warranting  the  title  to  the  proper^.  The  pur- 
chaser buys  at  his  own  risk,  and  must  judge  for  bimselH 
from  the  beet  information  he  can  obtain,  whether  the 
title  of  defendant  in  the  execution  be  good  or  not;  and 
it  is  believed  he  generally  regulates  the  price  he  offer* 
according  to  the  opinion  he  forms  on  this  point.  The 
committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  the  petitioner  is  not 
entitled  to  relief,  and  recommend  to  the  Senate  the 
following  resolution : 

Rttolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ougftt 
not  to  be  granted. 

Wednesday,  February  SI. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment!!  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  pensions 
of  Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrighter,"  together 
with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
ASairs  theruon ;  and  the  report  having  been  disa- 
greed to, 

Reaolved,  That  they  agree  to  the  amendments 
of  the  flouse  of  Representatives  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mi- 
litia of  the  United  Stales,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill 
concerning  field  officers  of  the  militia;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Harper,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  engrossed  bill  (o  limit  the  right  of 
appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  postponed  untii 
Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  agreeably  to  special  order, 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
10  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  relating  to 
the  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  on  State  and  Continental  Establish- 
ment for  bounty  lands,  which  recommends  that 
provision  should  be  made  by  law,  for  satisfyine 
the  claims  for  land  bounty  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  said  State,  on  her  own  establishment ; 
and  after  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of 
New  Hampshire,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason  of  New  Hamsphire, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserred  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line,  on  Contioenul  Establishment,  was  postpooffd 
to  (he  firat  Monday  in  March  next. 

Mr.  Frombrtiv,  from  the  commitiee,  feported 
the  bill  farther  supplemeDtarjr  to  the  act  eotiUvd 
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"An  Mt  proridiDS  for  the  iademnlfleatioD  of  eer< 
tsin  claimaBts  of  paUie  land  in  the  Mississippi 
T^rritorv,**  comeUjr  engrossed ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Tatlor,  h  was  recommitted  to  Mr.  Tat- 
LOB,  Mt.  Hurtbb,  and  Mr.  Moniow,  farther  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  RepreseDtaiives 
informed  tie  Senate  that  they  hare  passed  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  granting  bonniies  in  land  and 
extra  par  to  certain  Canadian  Tolunteers;"  in 
wbteb  bin  tbey  request  the  concorrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  hill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 

to  the  second  reading. 

-Mr.  MAaon,  ofVirginia,  presented  Ibe  petition 
of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the 
Central  Bank  of  Geor^own  and  Washington, 
prajring  a  charter  of  incorporation,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ftned  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Correney. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  propertjr  lost, 
captured,  or  desiroyea,  or  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  to- 
gether with  the  sereral  amendments  proposed 
thereto  ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Barbt,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-inor* 
row. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and 
John  I>ennis;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tarhdm, 
the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
I     onliV  Friday  next. 

I       The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Comnuttee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 
tbepeiid'on  of  the  representatiTes  of  Ignace  Delino; 
[    and,  oD  motion  by  Mr.  BAnnoun,  the  further  eon- 
I    aideration  thereof  waa  postponed  to  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  March  oexu 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop 
of  war  Hornet,  for  the  capture  and  destruction  of 
the  British  sloop  of  war  Penguin and^  no  amend- 
meat  baring  Iwen  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Richard  Mitchell,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

TauuDAT,  February  8S. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  net  granting  boontiea  in 
land  and  extra  pay  to  eerlam  Canadiah  Tolun- 
teera^  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.TATbOR  presented  thepettiion  of  Dominique 
Diron,  of  Charlesioo,  in  the  Slate  of  South  Caro- 
lioa,  praying  eompeosatioa  for  a  certain  vessel 
I     boroi  in  the  port  of  Saraanah,  in  Georgia,  in 
I     November  1811,  as  slated  in  thejwUtion  j  which 
was  rand,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the 
DepartmeDl  of  State. 
Mr.  Laoqo^  kom  the  eonmittM  to  whon  was 


Sbnatb. 


referred  the  memorial  of  Walter  Jones,  jun.,  and 
others,  reported  a  bill  cooeeming  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  aod  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 

the  second  reading. 

The  bill  cooceroiDg  field  oflioers  of  the  militia 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  rewarding  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  for  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  the  British  sloop  of 
war  Penguin,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Daqoett,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  nroriding 
for  the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Cfoort  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hdntbr,  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon; 
and  Messrs.  Hohteb,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  Talbot,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittiee  on  Finance,  on  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Catts;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Chabe,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,"  together  with  the  sereral 
amendments  proposed  thereto;  aud,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Fbohbhtih ,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cahpbbli.,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  direct  tax  upon  the  United  Sutes 
and  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year  1816; 
and  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to 
provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Gorernment^and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  united 
States,  and  to  proride  for  assessing  and  collecting 
the  same;"  and  also  the  act  entitled  "An  act^to 
provide  additional  rerenue  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  QoTernment,and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of 
Columbia;"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
announced  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  the  hon- 
omble  Eluab  BBiaBAii,  late  a  member  of  the 
HoQse  of  Representatives,  from  the  State  of 
Massaiehasetis,  and  that  bis  funeral  will  take 
place  to-morrow,  at  IS  o'clock. 

Oti  motion  by  Mr.  Varnoh, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Senate  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  honorable  Elijah  Baio- 
BAH,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, from  the  Stale  of  Massachusetts,  to-morrow 
at  12  o'clock;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into 
mourning,  and  wear  a  black  crape  ronad  the  left 
arm,  for  thirty  day*. 


Proeadingt. 
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Fbioat,  febraary  23. 
The  Seoate  asaembled  and  adjourned  to  Mon* 
day. 


MoMDAT,  February  26. 

The  f  ABBIDERT  commuDicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  acconpaiiied  with 
a  statement  of  emolumeots  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed  ID  the  coIIectioQ  of  the  customs,  for  the 
year  1815;  which  were  read. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  Committee  oo 
Naral  Affairs,  (u  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Navy,  of  Robert  Jones  and  others,  and  of 
Joseph  Henry  and  others,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof  respectively ;  aad 
they  had  leave  to  withdraw  their  memorials. 

Mr.  RoBEBTa  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Mayois  Aidermeo,  and  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  representtog  that  great  delay 
and  iojury  is  exjperieikced,  from  not  having  «  port 
of  eatrv  therein ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an 
Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  R(»BRT8  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
BiUe  Soeietv  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  pro- 
rision  may  be  made  to  exempt  from  duty,  cer- 
tain stereotype  editions  of  the  sacred  scriptures, 
and  bibles  and  testaments  in  foreign  lan^uf^es,  at 
may  be  hereafter  imported  by  bible  societies,  for 
reasons  slated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  RoBBETB,  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  American  Convention  ftir  promoting  the  abo* 
lition  of  Slavery,  recommending  the  adoption  of 
certain  measuresfor  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
of  that  tubappy  class  of  their  fellow  beings,  in- 
Tolved  in  the  thraldom  of  ahiTery,  as  staud  in 
the  memorial)  which  was  read^  and  referred  to  a 
aeleet  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members}  and 
Messrs.  Robbkts,  Eimo,  RnaoLss,  Mabok,  of 
Virginia,  and  Chacb,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HoBSBT  presented  the  petition  of  John  Bm- 
.  doldi.  <tf  the  horoi^h  of  Wilmin^n,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  praying  remuneration  for  losses  sus- 
tained as  contractor  for  supplying  rations  to  troops 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  during  the 
late  war,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was 
readj  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Cbacb  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Lovewell,  of  Si.  Albans. in  the  Stale  of  Vermoni, 
praying  a  pension,  in  consideration  of  «  wound 
reeeivea  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Statea, 
during  the  late  war,  as  stated  in  the  petition  { 
vbicn  was  read,  and  refiemd  to  the  Committee 
OB  Military  AJbirs. 

Mr.  Cbaob  also  wesented  the  petition  of  Ben- 
jamin Putnam,  of  Windsor  coanty,  in  the  State 
of  Vermont,  prayingsome  compensation  in  eoa- 
sideration  of  his  sofierinn.  during  his  captivity, 
and  remaneration  for  sacrifices  he  made  to  regain 
his  liberty,  having  been  captured  by  the  enemy 
dating  the  late  war,  as  is  staled  in  the  petition ; 
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which  was  read,  and  referred  to  tbeComrailtea 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  LACooLfrom  the  committee  to  whom  titrn 
subject  was  referred,  repotted  a  bill  dividing  th» 
Slate  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  jndiciid  dietrieti  j 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  seeond 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  a  member  was  added 
to  the  committee  on  the  proceedings  on  the  la^ 
mented  death  of  the  late  Geoboe  WAaaiMUTOik 
in  place  of  Mr.  Babboub;  and  Mr.  Mason,  ot 
Virginia,  was  elected. 

Mr.  Bbowh,  from  the  committee  lo  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Edward  Wilson;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  eoDceroing  the  District  of  Columbia 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Agreeably  to  special  order  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  coosideralion 
of  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  contrae- 
Uon  of  roads  and  canaU;  and  on  the  questioiL 
"  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  th»d 
timeP  it  was  determined  in  the  aflirmative. 

The  Senate  resunoed,  as  in  Cooamittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  behalf  of  the  United 

Slates,  for  shares  in  the  capital  stock  <^  the 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Mobbow,  the  consideratiim 
thereof  was  further  postponed,  and  made  theohter 
of  the  day  for  UMnorrow. 

The  Senue  resumed,  as  in  Commiuee  of  tb» 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  tho 
payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  dealroyed 
by  the  enemy,  wtiile  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  Slates,"  together  with  theamendmenta 
proposed  iliereto;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Dao* 
OBTT,  the  eonuderation  tiwreof  was  lurther  peet- 
poned  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  ComoHttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
Geld  officers  of  tlie  militia;  and,  the  bill  having 
been  amended^  the  Pbbbiobht  repotted  it  to  ihe 
Senate  accordingly;  and  on  the  question, " Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  UomV*  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  tb«  relief 
of  Jacob  (Babbitt  and  John  Dennis ;  and  on  tin 
question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engroMcd  and  read 
a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Mr.  Tait  gave  notice  tbart  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  ina  bill  to  increase  the  penaion 
of  William  Monday. 

The  Seoate  reanmed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  for  a  pn^naed  aundmmit  lo  the  Con* 
stitution  of  the  United  Btatea.  for  eheosingthe 
Senators  thereof;  and,  en  motion  by  Mr.  Wii^ 
aoH,  the  consideratioB  thereof  was  furtiier  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  HoBBEy  sobmitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Uttokai  That  a  mmmiWeeha  agpairtrt  to  im«iw 
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vhite  it  woold  be  axptdMBt  pMpor  to  imduiut 
U«  iIm  fbrnmUoa  of  pmte  bauing  wascwtuHU, 
nfUWi'witbin  tbeJDiatrictofColainbU;  and  alwto 
ammdnt  waA.  inqnira  wbetber  it  wtrakl  be  MMdwnt 
ud  pNpar  to  fmbibit  by  law  the  esiiwioB  »na  circu- 
litMD  oC  the  nM*  of  all  wudiartend  banks  wUluii  tb« 
ami  liHitnct,  whkli  ahall  not  have  obtainad  ehavtHH 

■Dprbefoietba  day  of  naxt. 

A  nMMMe&ora  the  Howe  of  Reprsacota  tires 
mfonsfd  [M  Saoate  that  the  House  KaTe  eoo- 
enrrerf  ia  ibe  report  of  the  commitiee  of  eotifer- 
eBoe,  00  the  disagre«ng  votes  of  the'two  Houses, 
ttpoo  the  amendments  proposed  bf  th«  Hbttse  of 
RepnseatatiTes  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act  coa< 
ecralng  the  coBTentioo  lo  regolate  the  eommeree 
betweoi  the  territories  ctf  the  United  States  and 
Hb  Briiaonie  M^eaiy;**  and  that  the  bill  be 
aneoded  «eeordiiigI]r*  They  hare  passed  a  bill, 
tntitled  **Ad  act  makiag  further  provision  for  milr 
iiarj  aerrices  daring  tie  Jatt  wtf,  tad  other 
immassi"  in  which  they  fcqnaat  ihe  aooevrreDiw 
of  u«  Seoftte. 
Tk9  bill  Im«  neniuwed  wh md,      pamri  i» 

BOBERT  FULTON'S  HElAS. 

Mr.  Kxtn  printed  the  petiiiofi  of  Hstriet 
PahoB,  widow  and  exeenirix  of  Ae  late  Robert 
Fnhon,  praying  the  extension  of  bis  patent,  as  in- 
Tcntor  of  a  method  of  navigating  ressels  by  the 
agency  of  fire  sod  steam,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consist  of  fire  members ;  and  Messrs. 
Kno,  Daoqett,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morsow, 
and  Chace,  were  a|^winted  the  ccmmiUec. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

T«  the  honorable  tha  CoMsaa  of  tfaa  Uaitod  ttataai 
n*  patilMt  «f  Hac^  Fnltmit  widow  and  azeeatriz 
flf  the  late  Bobart  Folton,  hniaUp  aapmsslii: 
Tbat  tha  said  Bobart  Folton,  on  the  Hth  day  of 
Pebr«aiT>  1809,  and  on  die  9th  day  of  February,  1611. 
flMaiaad  two  patento  from  ike  Presideirt  of  the  United 
%atf»,  aa  the  inventor  of  a  method  of  navigating  vaa- 
a^  by  dw  sgeaey  of  Are  and  ataam;  and  departed 
^  lUa  on  the  sad  day  of  February  Iaat>  leaving  yoor 
petition fT  and  fonr  young  diUAren  depaadeot  on  hia 
aaid.  invention  fot  ai^poit,  and  a  large  debt,  vhich 
asMe  freaa  hia  wuvearied  and  eiyanaive  effiwt^  in 
IBnaiiiiotiat  and  paifactiag  this  great  imptavetnent* 

That  nafeffilbataDdiag  varioa*  attaaipU  have  been 
nuule  to  'ptOfA  vaaaals  by  the  p»war  of  steanit  yo*  he 
-v«a  the  first  paiBon  who  satablisbed  its  tactical  aSaeU 
in  zinvigatioii.  It  is  unaacasaaxy  to  ezprtiate  m  the 
advantages  oC  tins  important  diacoveiy ;  they  are  par- 
ticularly feU  and  acknoffledgad  in  all  parts  of  the  civil- 
ised world-  Ameiica,  peculiarly  favored  in  the  num- 
ber, magnitude,  exteat,and  importance  of  her  naviga- 
ble water*,  must  lock  fm  bar  highest  prosperity  in  her 
intcnial  commanicatioa  and  trMC ;  and  it  Is  now  un- 
deni^j  wtaUiahed  that  steam  voMeb  can  anrmount 
4tft«.iri»  hcxetofen  eonridered  insuperable ;  that  nei- 
Iber  tide,  aor  wind,  dot  current,  can  arreat  their 
emuae;  and  that  for  vdodty  of  progress,  economy  of 
tniMVortalion,  and  AdlUy  of  communication,  they  are 
aupenoT  to  all  competition. 

It  if  wall  known  to  your  hoacwable  body  that  all 
gn«t  n^wnento  in  luagawi  affiur*  are  the  result  of 


patient  investigation  and  elaborate  industry ;  that*  in 
their  origin,  their  progress,  and  final  perfection,  a{qpli- 
eation  must  be  associated  with  genius ;  and,  particu' 
larly  in  those  beneficial  inventions  which  are  con- 
nected with  combinations  of  meehanical  powers,  not 
only  extcsArdinaiy  faculties  axe  reared,  but  heavy 
expenses  must  be  incurred,  great  riika  muat  be  su»> 
tuned,  and  moeh  time  must  be  consniiMd,  before  th^ 
are  bnnight  to  any  parfeoticm.  The  neatest  bensft^ 
tors  of  lino  human  race  have  generaliy  done  bat  little 
for  themsalvea ;  and,  after  having  devoted  their  live* 
with  indefirtigahle  liAwr  and  with  diainteieated  asal  t* 
the  general  good,  they  have  left  no  legacy  to  Aeirpoa* 
terity  but  an  iUuetrious  r^utation. 

Your  petitioner  is  fully  aeosible  of  the  delicacy  af 
her  aituation  ;  she  is  oonacious  that  she  may  expose 
herself  to  the  imputation  of  vani^ ;  but  sorely  the 
fUiUat^  of  a  wife  will  be  pardoned,  and  the  tender 
aSectiona  of  a  parent  eoaiolting  the  weUam  of  her 
ohildreo  will  be  an  apology.  In  ordw  to  aajnort  thoiE 
canaa,  it  ia  necessary  lo  spash  of  their  feoar,  and» 
alas !  all  her  recolleotitma  of  his  worth  ars  imtHtterad 
by  affliction  for  her  toss. 

After  the  hwijaBd  of  yevr  patitiMier  bad  obtained  a 
patent  fee  bis  invsntieai  seversl  years  neoeasarily 
elapeed  before  he  derived  any  revanaa  from  it,  and  in 
the  intervening  time  he  was  exposed  to  enormous  ex- 
pense. He,  in  oonsequenoe,  left  a  debt  exceeding 
$150,00<^  whitft  waa  meurrsd  to  nuse  the  capital  le- 
qnirsd  ibr  this  comidieated  and  npenrive  opwation  i 
nrither  was  he,  in  his  lifetime,  aUe  to  derive  any  proAl 
from  tiie  flile  of  Ina  patent  righ^  bat  faienrrad  great 
expense  in  defending  it  againBt  <^argcs  and  impota- 
tions  Aat  the  same  had  sot  been  regularly  obtamed, 
or  fiiat  some  formal  requisite  had  been  omitted ;  whent  ■ 
without  his  entfauBtasm,  industry,  and  talento,  tins 
great  inipiovem«it  would,  probably,  have  been  lert  te 
Ae  wolw. 

ff  Oe  patronage  of  Oevemment  ought  to  be  in  ^e- 
i  portion  to  the  benefits  diAued,  Am  yom  petitionar 
can,  without  arrogance,  amear  before  you,  amd  asKestt 
in  behalf  of  hetsetf  and  her  cUIdren,  a  liberal  exlen- 
aion  of  his  patent;  for,  witiioat  this  indulgence,  it  wiU 
be  impossible  to  derive  any  essential  benefit  from  it 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  enUgbtened  Oovemmente 
m  modem  times  to  encourage  the  effints  of  genius, 
and  to  hasten  the  progress  of  diseovery,  by  exdtHiv* 
privileges  for  definite  peiioda;  a  UmitMim  of  thne 
of  course,  pieaBribed  as  a  rale  of  general  i^llealien, 
during  whidk  it  b  presumed  that  the  patentee  will  ob- 
tain a  suffident  remuneration'  foi  hts  expenses,  an<i 
for  the  benefite  he  haa  rendered  to  society ;  but,  <m 
eztraordinaiy  occanons,  justice  and  expediency  onite 
in  Csvor  of  extending  the  time  of  the  grant,  and  eases 
have  Ireqiiently  occurred  where  this  indnjgeuee  has 
been  obtained. 

In  Great  Britain  a  patent  for  fourteen  yean  was 
granted  to  James  Watt  for  a  newly  iuTented  method 
of  lessoning  the  consumption  of  steam  and  fuel  in  fin 
engines ;  an  act  of  Parliament  was,  six  yeara  ther^ 
after,  passed,  extending  the  privileges  given  by  tfie 
mtent  to  twenty-five  years.  Thus  Mr.  WaU,  for  an 
unpnvemeat  in  steam  Migines,  received  from  tiie 
mniuficwce  of  the  Britiah  Government  ez4usive{aiT- 
ileges  for  thirty-one  years.  The  case  of  Onver  Evans 
is  well  known  ^  he  obtuned  a  patent  for  an  improve-, 
msnt  in  tiio  machinery  of  mills,  and  Congress  aftei^ 
wards  passed  a  law  extending  the  patent  seven  years  » 
%nil|  nrtwitfistandipg  the  acknowledged  ntili^  of  those 
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int ention*,  no  one  will  contend  that  Ihey  ought  to  be 
l^sced  on  ui  equal  botiog  mth  eteun  Teteela. 

Bnt  yooT  potitionar'e  btubuut  did  not  eonfine  hie 
views  to  thii  satject  alone.  Th9  public  defimoe  oeeu- 
^ed  hie  utmost  attention,  and  engaged  bu  moat 
anxious  soltdtade.  Ihiring  the  late  war  he  devised  a 
ateam  frigate  for  the  better  protection  of  our  cities  and 
hubors.  While  superintending  the  execution  of  this 
impregnable  (brtress,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  the  dis- 
ease which  terminated  his  life  in  a  short  period.  And 
ou^t  not  the  widow  and  the  ofipring  of  the  man 
who  has  fanned  the  meana  oi  protecting  bia  eoantiy 
tgainat  it!  eneniea  to  be  placea  above  the  preaanre  of 
•mbairasament  and  the  humiliation  of  dependence! 
For  each  services  he  never  sought,  or  intended  to  re- 
cnve,  any  remuneration  from  the  Ooremment. 

Tour  petitioner  thus  confidently  appeals  to  tho  jus- 
tiee  and  the  bounty  of  your  honorable  body  in  behuf  of 
the  children  of  a  man  vho  died  while  xealously  em* 
ployed  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  who  has 
oonferred  tlw  moat  eztenaive  benefits  upon  the  world. 
Let  not  tha  widow  and  the  orphan  plead  to  you  in 
vain. 

And  your  petitiMier  will  ever  pray*  Ac 

HARRIET  FULTON. 
Niw  ToBK,  Mmumy,  1816. 

SsvATs  CmAMBtUt  March  14, 1816. 

Dkab  8tm :  Ad  a[^cation  has  been  made  to  Con- 
greaS)  in  behalf  of  the  widow  and  children  of  the  late 
Mr.  Fulton,  for  an  extension  of  bis  patents  for  steam- 
boats. As  a  popular  opinioa  has  existed  that  Mr. 
Fulton,  before  his  death,  had  derived  great  profits  from 
the  privileges  secured  to  him  by  these  patents,  and 
that  his  fitmily  will  be  likely  to  derive  therefrom  fur- 
(bar  and  gnat  MnolutDont  during  tlie  unaxpixed  term 
of  the  patent^  I  am  directed  by  a  eommittoe  of  the 
Senate  to  which  the  petition  from  Mr.  Fulton's  &mily 
is  referred,  to  obtain  such  information  as  is  within  oar 
reach  respecting  the  situation  of  the  pecuniary  a&irs 
or  estate  of  Mr.  Fulton.  If  Mr-  Fulton's  fiunily  al- 
ready possess,  or  are  likely  to  acqotre,  during  the  resi- 
due of  the  term  of  the  patenta,  a  liberal  remuneration 
6tt  hie  invention,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  sufficient 
zeaaoD  in  &vor  of  u  eztenrion  of  the  patents;  while, 
<a  the  other  band,  if  audi  romoneration  has  not  been, 
or  is  not  likely  to  be  received,  during  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  patents,  such  is  the  very  great  public 
utility  of  the  steamboats  which  have  been  brought  into 
vae  by  Mr.  Fulton,  that  a  strong  motive  would  be 
found  to  exist  for  a  prolonging  of  the  patents  for  the 
banefit  of  Mr.  Fulton's  family. 

As  Mr.  Fallon  lived  in  New  York,  the  city  of  your 
leaidence,  and  was  well  known  by  you,  it  has  ocearrod 
to  me  tlut  it  may  ba  in  your  power  to  give  to  the 
ouumittee  aome  inl(»mation  on  this  aidyaet. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
deal  air,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RUFU8  KING. 

Bbockbolst  LivivesTow. 

WinimTOT,  Hatch  14, 1616. 
pB4R  8^ :  YoQr  ftvor  of  this  data  baa  just  been  de- 

Dvwfld  to  me.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  opinion  wbidi 
prevails  in  respect  to  the  profits  made'by  Mr.  Pulton 
out  of  his  privileges  secured  by  the  steamboat  patents, 
however  general  it  may  have  become,  is  incorrect;  at 
die  sane  time,  it  ia  not  at  all  extraotdiaaiy  that  audi 


an  improarion  abonM  bsve  gone  abroad,  aa  the  groaa 
receipts  of  the  boata  in  whidi  he  waa  concerned  vrere 
very  laife,  and  well  caleulated  to  exdte  sod)  a  baliof. 
Bat  tinaewbo  make  these  calculations  are  not  ahraya 
competent  to  make  them,  and  aoraetimes  neglect  or 
are  unwilling  to  take  into  the  computation  the  very 
large  expenses  attending  such  establiriimenta.  I  should 
not  have  been  able  to  form  on  this  subject  a  more  ao> 
curate  estimate  than  othera,  had  it  not  been  for  infor- 
mation derived  from  Mr.  Fulton  himself  a  vary  few 
weeks  before  his  death.  In  a  convaraatioB  with  him 
mi  thii  mtgaot,  he  assured  me,  and  widiveiy  oonaider- 
able  emotioii,  that,  notwidwtanding  the  fortane  whidt 
he  was  auppoaed  to  have  made  from  bis  concern  in 
steamboau,  he  had  not  yet  paid  for  his  share  of  them, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  involved  in  so  large  a  debt 
as  to  be  induced  to  dispose  of  a  great  part  of  bis  in< 
terest  in  these  patenta,  although  I  have  since  under- 
stood that  a  contract  which  he  had  entered  into  for 
that  purpose  had  not  been  carried  into  eflect  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  This  statement  has  atnee  been 
oonfinned  by  Captain  Banker,  who  commanded  the 
steamboat  Follon,  who  was  very  well  acquainted  with 
hb  aflair%  and  who  has  assured  me  that  that  gentle- 
man died  insolvent,  which  is  now  the  general  opinioa 
in  New  York. 

Considering  the  expense  of  building  a  steamboat  of 
any  siss^  as  well  aa  that  of  running  her,  it  is  not  very 
probable  that  Mrs.  Fulton  will  derive  any  great  emola- 
ment  under  the  preaent  patents,  during  the  reaidue  of 
their  term.  Prudent  men  will  hardly  be  vrilUng  to 
incur  so  great  an  expense,  when  the  privU^e  will  eo 
soon  expire,  and  their  profits  be  expwed  to  consider- 
able diminuUon.  Mrs.  Fulton's  friends  have  therefore 
reason  to  fear  that,  unless  the  extension  now  contem- 
plated be  obtained,  bnt  little  profit  vrill  be  made  by  her 
during  the  term  yet  unexpired  of  these  patents. 

With  veiy  great  reapect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
dear  air,  your  moat  obanent  aennutt, 

B.  LIVUfOSTON. 

Hon.  RvFca  Km. 

LOST  CERTIFICATES. 

Tha  PiB8iDBNT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
SMreiarjr  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of 
John  Holker,  made  id  obedience  to  the  resolutioa 
of  the  Senatej  of  the  9th  ultimo;  and  the  report 
was  read.   It  is  as  follows: 

In  obedience  to  a  resolnUon  of  the  9th  of  Januaty, 
1816,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  coopered  the 
memorial  of  John  Holker,  fbrmeriy  Contul  General  i^ 
Franco  reftrred  to  him  by  die  Senate^  and  he  lua  now 
the  honor  to  aubmit  tha  following  report: 

The  material  foeto  involved  ia  die  conaideratien  «f 
the  memorial  are  Iho  MIowing : 

That,  on  the  Sd  of  January,  1786,  the  memnrialiat 
was  poseeesod  of  loan  office  certificates  to  the  amotint 
of  $426,800;  partof  them,to  theamDuntoft40S,100, 
issued  from  the  loan  office  of  Pennsylvania ;  port  of 
them,  to  the  amount  of  $7,900,  issued  from  the  loan 
office  of  Massachusetts ;  part  of  them,  to  the  amount  of 
$300,  issued  from  the  loan  office  of  New  Hampshire  ; 

Krt  of  them,  to  the  emoont  of  $800,  iasoed  from  the 
in  office  ^  Rhode  Island;  part  of  them,  to  the 
amount  of  $1,800,  issued  from  the  loan  office  at  New 
York;  and  part  of  then^  to  the  amount  of  $11,800, 
issued  from  the  loan  office  of  Georgia. 

That,  on  the  Sd  of  January,  1780,  the  house  of  the 
memorialist  in  the  dty  of  Philoddphia  vraa  borat,  and 
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ttw  lout  offic*  oextifteatw  abov*  meDtioiudt  with  ollur 
'vaJsabla  sfi^eU,  wen  eonramed. 

Hut  the  loss  of  the  lotn  office  cerlifieatM  wu  made 
ksawn  to  C<Ha8ni%  m  well  u  to  the  Sopenoteodent 
«C  Ftouice,  wMw  after  die  aocident,  and  a  renewal  of 
the  eertifii^tet  daimed. 

That,  at  the  tine  of  the  accident,  no  pronaion  hud 
been  mde  by  law  for  the  nnenal  of  lost  certifiratea ; 
Im^  on  ^  lOth  of  May,  1780,  Congreas  paased  a  rea- 
olatioo  aotbori^og  a  renewal  upon  certain  conditions ; 
of  wbich  tbooe  material  00  the  present  occasion  were  : 
let.  Tlkat  the  certificates  destroyed  should  be  adver- 
tised inunediatel;  in  the  newspapers  of  the  State  where 
the  acddent  happened ;  and,  if  they  have  been  taken 
ont  of  the  loan  office  of  a  different  State,  in  the  news- 
papers  of  anch  State  also.  3d.  That  a  oopj  of  tha  ad- 
vntiseiiwnt  dull  be  lodged  in  the  loan  omee  whence 
the  certificatai  bsaed,  together  with  du  eridenee  of 
Ipm.  Sd.  That  ■  bond  ihonld  be  giren,  with  a  condition 
to  indamnti^  the  United  States. 

"Hiat  the  mennmalist,  bj  an  advertLsement  dated  tha 
8th  of  August,  1780,  which  appears  in  the  "  Pentu^l- 
'vauia  Joiunal,"  poblishad  in  the  cityof  Ftuladelphiaon 
the  9lh  of  Angost,  1780,  and  at  several  subsequent 
dalc%  gAra  notice  of  the  loss  ot  the  loan  office  certifi- 
eatea,  and  particularly  described  each  of  them. 

That,  on  the  2d  of  May,  1787,  the  Board  of  Trea- 
wary  eonadered  the  abOTo  adveitiBeBtent  aa  a  comjili* 
aaee,  in  that  respect,  with  the  tarma  of  the  nsohition 
of  CoDgreaa  of  the  10th  of  May,  1780,  and  Greeted  die 
hian  office  of  Pennsylvania  to  renew  the  eertificatea 
which  had  been  issued  in  that  State  to  the  amount  of 
9406,100,  upon  receiving  a  bond  from  the  memorialist 
to  indemnify  the  United  States  against  any  future 
dais).    These  certificates  were  accordingly  renewed. 

That  the  memorialist,  by  an  advertisement  dated  the 
4th  of  October,  1789,  which  appears  in  the  Massa- 
eboaetta  Centtoel,"  published  in  Boston  on  Ae  —  of 
November,  1789,  and  at  several  snbaeqaent  datea,  i^ve 
nirtieeortho  loaa  (rf'aueb  t^tbe  eertifieateaaa  hadbeoi 
isn^  at  the  loan  office  of  MaiaadinaettB,  and  paitiea- 
lariy  deeribed  diem. 

That  themeinorialiBtfbjr  an  advertiaement  dated  the 
Mth  of  Jnly,  1790,  which  appears  in  the  <*  New  York 
lenTnat,**  pnUiahed  in  New  York  on  the  6tb  of  Au- 
goat  1790,  and  at  several  anboefoent  dales,  gave  notice 
of  dwloasofraeh  eertificatea  u  has  been  issued  at  the 
loan  office  of  New  York,  and  paitienlarly  deaeribed 
dwn. 

That  the  mamwialist  altegea  that  he  caused  like  ad- 
vwtiaaaautB  to  be  mibtiahad  in  the  Statea  of  New 
HaufiUM,  Bhode  Uud*  ud  Gaamgia,  gtving  notioa 
of  the  loss  of  sMh  oartifieatea  aa  had  been  iasoed  at 
llie  loan  affieas  of  tboae  Staler  raapeetiTClr;  bat  the 
Bewapapen  in  whidi  the  adveitiaeBaanta  were  pnblidi- 
ed  do  not  aecaaipaiiy  the  memonal. 

That,  <ni  the  18ih  of  Febraaiy.  1792,  the  memorial- 
iat  again  Ibrmallyap^iad  to  the  SecraUry  of  theTreas- 
vy  fsr  a  renewal  of  the  certificates,  and  woa  answered 
aa  the  20th  of  June  following,  that,  "  as  the  thing 
then  appeared  to  the  Secretary  he  saw  no  chance  for 
the  memwialist  hat  in  the  final  winding  up  of  the  ar- 
rangenwiita  cmeeming  the  pablie  dcb^  mian  the  ex- 
istence 01  non-exiatence  of  the  certificates  would  be 
ascertained."  And  this  answer  waa  accompanied 
with  a  note  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasary, 
stating  that  "  the  mcmorialiat  did  not  comply  widi  the 
rtaolntion  of  Congress  in  advertising  the  certificates 
mmmkatefy/  thai,  ia  aome  eeeaa,  mo  pwpw  avidenee 


was  adduced  that  the  certificates  were  advertised  at  all 
in  the  States  in  which  they  were  issued ;  and  that,  in 
bis  opiaion,  this  claim  should  be  suipended  until  an 
arrangementof  alt  the  certificates  had  been  completed." 

That,  on  the  Slst  of  April,  in  the  year  1794,  an  act 
waa  passed,  limiting  the  time  for  presenting  claims  for 
destroyed  certificates  of  certain  descrqttions,  in  which 
it  waa  declared  "  alt  claims  for  renewal  of  certificates 
of  the  nnsuhschbed  debt  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
doacriptioa  conmonly  called  '  loan  office  eartificatast* 
or  *  final  aettlementa,'  which  may  have  been  acddent- 
ally  deatn^ed,  shall  be  finever  barred  and  precluded 
from  settlement  or  allowance,  unless  the  same  ^all  be 
presented  at  the  Treasury  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of 
Jane,  in  the  year  1795."  And  the  act  adds,  "  that  no 
claim  ^all  be  allowed  for  the  renewal  of  loan  office 
otftifioates  destroyed  before  the  4th  day  of  March,  1789, 
nnleas  the  destmction  of  the  same  waa  advertised, 
according  to  the  rsaolntioa  of  Congieaa  of  the  lOdi  of 
May,  1780,  or  before  that  time  was  notified  to  the  offioa 
from  which  the  same  was  issued ;  nor  shall  any  claima 
be  aljowed  for  the  renewal  of  loan  office  certificates 
deatroyed  on  or  after  the  4th  day  of  March,  1789,  nor 
of  final  settlement  certificates  destroyed  at  any  time, 
unless  the  daatructioa  of  the  same  was  so  far  made 
public  as  to  be  known  to  at  least  two  credible  vritneaaea 
aeon  after  it  happened,  and  shall  have  been,  before  the  ~ 
pnBSDtation  of  the  elum  to  the  An^tor  of  the  Treaa- 
aiy,  adverttiad  for  at  leaat  aiz  weeka,  sncceasively,  in 
soma  one  of  the  Mwapiq;iera  of  the  State  in  which  the 
destraction  happened,  and  alao  in  aome  one  of  the 
newapapers  of  the  State  in  which  the  certificates  issued,  . 
if  that  was  another  State,  dec. 

That  the  memotiaUst'a  claim  for  a  renewal  of  the 
eertificatea  was  presented,  with  the  evidence  in  sap- 
port  of  it,  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  7th 
October,  1794 ;  but  the  Auditor  did  not  deem  the  claim 
admiaaible  by  him  under  the  act  of  the  21st  of  AfiU, 
1794,  and  returned  the  pq>ers  to  the  memorialist  on 
die  7th  of  May,  1814. 

That  the  memorialist  has  made  repeated  applica- 
tions to  Congraas  for  relief,  and  the  i^[^plications  have 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  to  the 
Department  of  the  Treaaury,  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  report  or  decision  has  been  made  upon  the 
case. 

That  it  appears,  from  the  recorda  of  the  Treasary, 
that  the  eeitificaCes  alleged  by  the  memorialiat  to  have 
been  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  Sd  of  January,  1780, 
were  actually  issued  from  the  several  loan  offices  men- 
tioned in  the  claim  of  the  memorialist ;  that  none  of 
them  have  ever  been  sabaeiibed  to  the  fondlng  ays- 
teas ;  that  the  renewal  of  the  oartifieatea  iasned  at  the 
loan  oKco  of  New  York,  amoonting  to  $1,300,  waa 
daimed  on  the  SSth  of  May,  1795,  for  Henry  Bass 
and  Ann  Martin,  nnder  tha  act  of  ^  21st  of  April, 
1794,  but  the  claim  was  rejected  by  the  Auditor,  be- 
caqee  "  no  proof  of  destruction  wss  given,  nor  were 
the  certificates  advertised  as  required  by  the  resolution 
of  the  lOdi  of  May,  1780 ;  and,  also,  because  they 
were  daimed  by  the  menorialiat;"  and  that  for  the 
rest  of  the  eertificatea  thwe  has  been  no  claim,  nor 
have  they  in  any  manner  been  preaented  at  the  Tieas- 
niy     any  other  peraon  than     the  memorialbt. 

Under  these  circumstancea,  the  memorialist  praya 
that  Congress  will  tnterpoee  for  his  relief ;  and  tha 
eompliaiice  with  his  prayer  may  probably  dqiend  upon 
the  following  c«Mid««tt<His :  lat.  Whether  the  exiat* 
enea,  paaaaasioB,  and  dcstnutim  of  the  loan  office 
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eertificAtes  are  Batjafactorily  proved ;  SJ.  Whether  the 
esMDtial  forma  of  the  law  have  been  observed  in  mak- 
ing public  the  destruction  of  the  certificates ;  and  3d. 
Whether  the  claim  to  a  renewal  of  the  certificates  is 
barred  by  the  poutive  provMens  of  the  act  of  the  Slst 
Of  April,  1794. 

1>I.  Tho  «riit«nee  of  die  eettffivttH  u  pnmd  by 
die  puMic  reoorda.  The  posnanon  of  the  certificatea 
Igr  vm  memorialist,  whrn  his  hotMe  wu  bunrt,  ia 
ptored  by  the  best  evidence  of  wUeh  the  eue  is  sua- 
«eptiUe>  Even  upon  the  striot  rules  of  evidenoe,  in  a 
coort  of  coonnon  law,  Uie  teetimeny  of  the  Intenated 
pezty  ia,  from  necessity,  allowed  to-  ptere  the  loss  of 
wiMleo  instmnieata,  as  a  fbuqda^  Airii)tted«ifltog  * 
oepy,  or  for  prorfaiK  ^  oontenti  of  the  orijriiMl.  The 
mA  of  the  menwialiflt  is  dIrM  md  ezpfleit  on  the 
nlged.  The  hutring  «f  Vm  hone  on  ibe  Sd  ef  J«i- 
mn,  ■  ITBO^  WM  an  ocMureaee  of  paUic  notsrietf ; 
Bttd  it  is,  moresw^  proved  19011  oath,  indepeadwt  of 
flw  osA  of  Ae  memorii^  The  ftot  that  die  oertifi- 
tttM  were  then  consvmod  was  mede  known  te  Cen- 
greas,  and  pttMblj  nodaeed  the  act  of  the  lOtb  of 
May,  1780.  The  eeitifieates  were  paUidy  adrariked 
in  detail,  at  the  plaee  where  Ibtf  were  consuBied,  on 
tin  eth  of  AngwAf  1780;  and  from  that  day  lurtil  the 
wwmC  day,  a  period  9i  mere  than  thirtyMBve  yean, 
fte  DMmerialist  haa  eonstantly  urged  hi»  <teliii»  tmi 
BO  e«ailter*pr«teDaion  has  ever  been  presented,  exoapt 
in  dw  inatanee  whtdi  baa  been  mentioned.  Tlie  pab- 
He  reeerda'  show  that  the  Unitod  Statea  are  sM  ta- 
4ebtod  for  the  nhtie  smoant  of  tile  lost  certUeates. 

The  claim  of  Bass  and  Martin  to  the  renewal  of  the 
certificates  issued  from  the  loan  office  of  New  Tork 
appears  at  the  Treaauir  nnder  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances, on  the  86th  of  May,  1795,  a  few  dMa 
before  the  expiration  of  the  atatute  to  bar  it,  about  m- 
tean  yeaia  afwr  dw  mameriallst  had  adveitiaed  their 
lOMi  in  nBadelpbia,  and  thwt  flte  years  after  fae  had 
ndTotised  their  loas  in  New  Tork.  From  the  36Ui  of 
May,  17S6,  until  the  present  time,  Baas  and  Martin 
have  ceased  to  claim ;  and  it  is  represented  Utat  the 
memorialist,  atdfbmly  dedarfng  die  claim  to  be  nn- 
ibunded,  has  aaggested  that  the  description  of  the  oer- 
dfteates  was  fraudulently  tak«t  from  his  adirerdaaaieat 
In  the  newspapers  of  Now  Tork. 

It  is  believedi  upon  thia  view  of  die  caaOi  that  the 
aaiateaee,  paaaassun,  and  dartrndfaai  «f  tho  oertifi- 
Mlts  drifted  if  the  metaarialbt  aoa  salafcctsaiW  es- 
tabfiabed. 

Sd.  On  tbe  Sd  of  January,  1780,  whn  oertiA 
catos  were  destroyed,  there  existed  no  law  preaeribing 
the  farm  for  roafciag  the  lass  pnUio,  and  ibr  obtaning 
arenearal.  8iihsaqnentTeKalatioMiongh^tfaatefiire»to 
be  applied  to  the  ease,  mfoa.  the  moat  liberal  conatine- 
tin,  in  &vor  ef  a  claimant. 

The  act  of  Ibe  10th  of  May.  1780,  eetabtbhed  reg 
'  itbtions  upon  tlie  subject,  for  dte  first  time  providing, 
I.  That  all  certificates  destroyed  through  acddent 
ihoidd  be  admliaed  immediately  in  Aenewapiven  of 
tlw  State  where  die  aoddent  happened,  but  dus  nile  fbr 
an  immediate  advertiaement  could  not  apply  to  the  case 
of  certiflcates  which  had  been  burnt  four  monthi  pre* 
viously ;  and,  accordingly,  the  Board  of  Treasury  al- 
lowed that  an  advertisement  three  months  aobeequent- 
^  on  the  Ml  of  AiiV>Mt>  1^19,  with  reqwct  to  the  cer< 
afieataa  issued  at  the  loui  office  of  Pennsylvani%  waa 
•  ooDk^iance  vnib  thoaetof  Gongvsasinpeuiiof  tbae. 
9,  Thuif  tlM  osftificates  hadbesM  taken  out  of  Ike 
I  «f «  mm,  MMt-ftm  dw  SMaiftivUch 


they  were  destroyed,  they  should  be  advntlsed  in  wmA 
State  also,  and  the  claim  and  evidenee  left  with  the 
loan  officers.  The  advertisement  is  proved  te  have  been 
made  in  tiieyeara  1T89  and  1790,iDtbe8tat»aef  Ma^ 
sacbusetts  and  New  YoAt  as  to  the  oertifteatsa  iaswd 
in  thoae  States,  respaetiveiy,  anril  it  ia  aUeged  to  hM 
been  made  Aoa%  the  same  time  in  die  StUaa  «r  New 
Hunpehlre  and  Oeorgia.  The  reaeons  aasigaed  Jbr 
not  making  an  advertisement  in  dioae  fitrtes  at  the 
time  that  it  was  made  in  PenniTlvania,  ar^  pviui- 
pally,  that  the  act  of  Congress  was  not  deemed  to  ap> 
ply  atricUy  to  the  ease,  and  ibat  the  then  hoetiie  pee- 
session  of  the  country  by  the  Britlali.  troopa  rendered 
the  measure  impncttcable. 

It  seem%  indeed,  to  ha«e  been  the  sense  of  the  Seo- 
retaiy  and  Coo^ttroUsr  of  the  Treasury,  in  1793,  diat 
nothing  had  aocorred  up  to  that  time  which  was  &tal 
to  the  claim  of  the  memoiialiat;  bat  that  the  c^m 
ouf^t  to  be  suspended  nntfl  the  genesd  arrangement 
of  the  eertifleatea  had  been  completed  under  the  fund- 
ing system,  when  the  exiatenca  or  non««ziatenoe  of  the 
particular  certificates  in  questiob  would  be  aioertained. 
The  arrangement  haa  been  long  completed,  and  the 
l^se  of  more  than  twenty-five  years  abips  the  case  of 
an  reasonable  doubt  upon  the  non-existence  of  the  cer- 
tifies tas,  whatever  ma^  have  boM  the  fttHme'of  ad**^ 
tiaing  their  loss  in  stnctfona. 

3d.  The  act  of  the  Slat  of  A^ril,  1794,  barred  all 
daime  for  the  renewal  of  loan  office  c«rti£cates  wbidi 
were  accidental^  destroyed,  uideaa  thay  were  present- 
ed at  the  l^reasaiy  on  or  bdllHre  the  lat  of  Jtme^  1790. 
But  the  daim  of  the  memoiialiit  was  preaentad  wtfca 
7th  of  October,  1794,  aiid,therefiire,  it  ianot  bartadt^ 
the  lapae  of  time. 

The  act  fiirther  declares,  however,  that  no  (Amm 
shall  be  allowed  for  the  renewal  (tf  loan  office  certifi- 
cates dsstroyed  before  the  4di  of  March,  1789,  unless 
ttu  destruotioo  of  the  same  was  advertised  according  to 
the  Msdutionof  Coogreasof  the  lOthof  May,  1760,  or. 
before  that  tim^  was  notified  to  the  office  fiom  vThidl 
die  same  waa iasued.  But  the  certificatca  incneatioo 
were  destroyed  befim  the  4th  of  Mar^  1789 ;  nnd 
they  were  advertiaed  in  the  manner,  at  t^  Umaa,  and 
under  the  draunatanoes,  which  htfe  been  alna^y 
Btsted. 

Upan  the  whole,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
the  honor  to  conclude  this  peifbimancs  of  the  doty 
which  the  Sen^  haa  aaugned  tohimvritb  theae  prcq^ 
oaitiona : 

1.  That  the  lean  offieaeoDtifioales  eomMitttto  a  debt 
ofreeofdfWhidttbe  Vnitad  StaM  have  na*e»  faii  or 


3.  That  ^  debt  has  not  baen  hamd  by  tho  aet  of 
Kmitationa,  in  consequence  of  the  lapes  ot  ttmm  -pl»- 
acribed  for  daiming  it  at  the  Treasuiy. 

9.  That  the  debt  has,  aevwtheleea,  been  dianflowed 
by  the  Auditor,  lieeaase  (he  destnwtion  of  tb*  cMifi- 
cates  WW  not  advertiasd  and  notified  in  tbo  atriot  fbni 
prescr^d  by  the  resolution  of  the  10fh«f  May,  1T90. 

4.  Bat  that,  under  all  the  drcomstanceo  of «.  contem- 
poraneous, constant,  and  public  daim,  the  memorialist 
is  entitled  to  the  r«Kef  sotidted  from  the  Legislatiire, 
npon  giving  a  brad  of  Indemni^* 

All  iriiidi  is  respedfally  sabmitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Seentarjf  ^  tkt  iHanrs, 

Tmuf%  DiMMonk  M  M*  111* 
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TtfCBDAT,  Febraarjr  37. 

Tbe  PftwwBMT  «Maaini«ala4  «  l«tt«r  fr«m 
tbe  Sccreury  of  the  Nary  DeMrtmMt,  treasmit- 
ti«g  the  ibConMUOB  rcquizM  bjr  the  retototioD 
of  ibe  SeMM  af  tke  8ik  mslut,  wbiite  to  tb« 
•hip  Cyue,  4e.;  aad  the  l«Kar  and  aMonpuy- 
Ids  docttDMats  wen  read. 

Mr.  Tuomi,  ftoB  the  OonunUtM  «n  the  Mil- 
iti»  ^  At  UntlM  S«aiM,  rtported,  ia  part,  a-UU 
iW  aaRfa^  fetlfa  the  miKiia  t»  execate  ihe  taws 
of  the  tTnioo,  sapprest  iosarrection,  aad  tepel  ia- 
TauD%  aad  to  repeal  tba  laws  faaret^«r«  paued 
itr  tbem  pttrpoaea ;  aod  tbe  hill  was  mo,  and 
paned  to  tbe  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "Ad  act  nuking  farther  pro- 
Tisioa  for  military  serriees  during  the  late  war, 
a»d  fioT  other  purpoeea,"  was  read  the  seemd 
iaie,  ud  referied  lo  tb«  Coaimitiee  aa  Military 
Afiiirs. 

Tte  hill  dividiog  tba  Stale  of  Pennsylvaaia 
into  two  jndioial  aiitrieti,  waa  taad  the  aeeoad 

tioeu 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Wilsoa  ww 
md  tbe  seeoed  time. 

Scaatc  resnnied  the  auHion  made  the  S6ib 
iaciaat,  nlatirt  to  odc bartered  faulca  wiAi«  the 
Diicriet  o<  Cofamhiai  a»d,  on  WKtiou  by  Hf. 
Beawv,  the  fiii;iher  eoMidcnitiao  thereof  was 
pusHinniid  «itil  Tbniad^  nexi. 

Om  neeum  by  Mr.  Moaaew,  ibe  SMmerial  of 
John  BoUmi^  fcm|etb«rwidi  tbsreportof  theSee- 
retary  of  tbe  Treasary  thereon,  made  tbe  Mth 
iaeiaat,  was  referred toasdeeteommittee,toeea- 
sider  «nd  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Mevsrs.  MosROW,  Macoh,  and  Homavr,  wereap- 
pointed  tbe  comratttee. 

Mr.  MASOK.of  New  Hampshire,  presented  the 
petition  of  Jemima  Svett,  praying  the  assistance 
of  QoremmeDt,  in  consideration  of  the  loss  of 
her  sen,  (who  was  her  only  support,)  on  board 
the  Doited  States  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  as  stated 
in  tbe  petition. 

The  petition  was  readf  aod  referred  to  tbe 
Cemmiuee  on  Naval  ABum,  to  oomdce  aad  n- 
yoft  iheseo*  by  hHl  w  othetwise. 

Mt.  Cmwn  preaaMed  the  mamerial  of  Joha 
StaraBB,  ^  New  Jeney,  pmytiv  (h*  exaansiea  of 
Iris  paMBt  ri|^t  for  Improwments  in  prepelUng 
vMsns  by  steam,  far  peasooe  stMed  ift  the  memo- 
rial; which  was  read,  and  fdWred  to  the  eonmit- 
•h  io  whom  was  referred  on  tba  80th  instant,  the 
IKtitioo  of  RsTTict  Falton. 

Mr.  Tjit  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  increase  the  pension  of  William  Munday ; 
and  ibe  bill  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  past  to  the  second  reading. 
Agreeably  to  special  order,  Ibe  Senate  resaoMd, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  cofksidf<ration 
of  the  bill  to  aulfaorize  the  Secreury  of  the  Trea- 
sory  to  sabscribe,  in  behalf  of  the  United  Sutes, 
fkw  shares  io  the  eapital  atoefc  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  and,  on 
notioa  by  Mr.CAiiPB*LL,tbe  eonsideradon  there- 
of was  farther  postpoiked  to,  aod  made  the  order 
of  Ihe  day  for  mMnorraw. 


SaiiaTi. 


AMBITDMBNT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Varmum  laid  before  the  Senate  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  ctf 
Massachusetts  to  tbeir  Senators  in  Congress,  lo 
eodearor  to  obtain  an  ameitdment  to  tbe  Coosti- 
tatton  of  the  United  States.  Whereupon, 

Mt.  v.  submitted  the  following  resolution  for 
eoaHderation ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe 
second  reading: 

Retobed  bu^  SmuU  and  Anise  9/  Rtprmtnl^ 
Utm  y  the  VniUd  Btatn  of  Ameriea,  in  CtmgHM 
tuaemoUd,  twhtkirdt  of  MA  Bmtm  eonotmng^ 
That  the  following  be  proposed  to  tbe  LegitUtaree  of 
tbs  several  Statiw,  as  an  soiendnient  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  vhich,  irhen  ratified  1^ 
tbiee-fonrtbs  of  tbe  said  Legislstures,  to  be  Tsli^  to  aU 
intents  and  purpose^  as  p*it  ai  the  said  OonstitmlHi, 
vis: 

"  That,  for  the  purpose  of  choonng  Bnpresentatives 
in  Ae  Congress  of  the  United  States,  earn  State  shsl^ 
by  its  Legtalatere,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  disbictSi 
equal  to  the  number  of  HepresenlatlTes  lo  wUch  endi 
State  may  be  entitled. 

"  Those  districts  shall  be  foimed  of  eooUgnoos  terri- 
tory, end  coDtain,  as  nearly  ss  nuy  be,  an  equal  nom- 
bei  id  itthsbitanta,  entitled,  by  Ibe  Constitatioa>  to  be 
repsessnted.  In  eadi  dtstriet  the  qnalifted  votets  shall 
elect  one  K^resentative,  and  no  mom. 

"That*  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  electors  of 
Pre«dent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
each  State  shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a 
number  of  districts,  equal  to  tbe  number  of  electors  to 
which  such  State  laay  be  entitled.  Those  districts 
shall  be  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain, 
as  neatly  as  may  be,  an  eqaal  number  of  inhsUtsnts 
entitled,  the  Constitution,  to  representation.  In 
each  district  the  persons  qualiAed  to  vote  fbr  Ben^ 
sentettves  shall  s]qpoint  Me  elector  and  no  more.  The 
electOM,  when  cMvwied,  have  power,  in  oese  any 
of  theee  ^ppoiolsdas  ^ove  described  shall  fhB  to  et- 
tsnd  ibe  tits  |i»hiiibiis  of  their  setd  appointaMat,  ea  Ihe 
day  prescribed  for  giving  their  votes  for  Presadsnt  and 
Vios  PiMideaLofthe  UnitadBtaHn,  to  uvaini  another 
or  others  to  act  in  Ihe  plweof  him  er  tbiamaa  failiiv 
to  attend. 

**  Neither  the  distriota  for  dieesing  Rs|resantilieee, 
■or  Ihoaslbrappointitgeleoteis,  shall  bsail«ediaaaiy 
Steta  entil  a  ceosai^  and  appertiomaeol  of  .Wenmseat 
ativaa  ande^it,  sntesqaeoi  to  a  diviMon  of  the  Stale 
into  districts,  shall  be  made.  The  division  of  States 
into  districts,  hereby  provided  for,  shall  take  |dace  im- 
mediately aftw  this  amendment  diall  be  adopted  and 
ratified  as  a  part  of  tbe  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stalee ;  wd  saeeessively,  immadialely  afterwards, 
whenevsr  a  cins—,  and  apportionment  of  RiyreaMl 
atieee  under  it,  shall  be  ttuMe.  division  of  eaeh 
Stale  into  districts,  for  dis  paiposss  bedt  of  choosing 
BepwHtttalivss  and  of  appointii^c  oletrtois,  shall  he 
altnsd  sgreeaUa  to  the  provi^eos  of  this  smendoient, 
and  on  no  other  seasahm." 

REVENUE  BILLS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CAMrBBLL,  the  Senate  re- 
somed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  entitled ''An  act  to  redu<ce  tbe 
amount  of  direet  tax  upon  the  United  States  aod 
the  Dtstriet  of  Colnmbia,  for  tbe  year  1816;  and 
to  fepeal  in  part  the  act  entitled  *Aii  act  lo  pro- 


AmMmad  to  the  ConuHngUon^Reatauie  BiH$, 


Digitized  by 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRB»fiL 


160 


SfiMATB. 


Tide  additional  rereDuefor  defrayiog  the  expenses 
of  GoTernment.aDd  mainiainiag  (he  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  apon  the  United  States, 
aod  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
ramei"  and  also  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  eipenses 
of  QoTernment,and  maiataioiafl:  tbe  poblie  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  lax  upon  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia," together  with  tne  amendinenta  reported 
thereto,  by  tbe  Committee  on  Finance;  and  Mr. 
Vabmoh  was  requested  to  ttke  the  Chair. 

Oo  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  ameod- 
ment  proposed,  as  follows : 

Sec.  1,  line  3,  after  the  word  *'that,'*  strike  out 
the  rest  of  tbe  section,  and  inserti  in  lieu  thereof,  **  in- 
■tflsd  of  the  direct  tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars  annu- 
atly  laid  npon  the  United  States,  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 

gBblic  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  opon  the  United 
tales  and  to  ptovide  ibr  assciiing  and  collecting  the 
wmtt"  passed  the  9th  of  January,  1816,  a  direct  tax 
of  three  milliona  of  dollars  be,  and  Hu  same  is  hereby 
annually  laid  upon  the  United  States,  and  apportioned 
to  the  States  respectively,  in  the  manner  and  according 
to  the  sums  prescribed  by  the  first  section  of  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  vrithin 
the  United  Btate^"  passed  the  2ddOT  of  Aagast,  1813, 
and  all  the  provisions  of  tbe  act  mrst  above  named, 
passed  tbe  9llt  of  Januanr,  1815^  except  so  &r  as  the 
same  have  been  varted  by  aubaequent  acts,  and  are 
varied  by  this  act,  shall  be  held  to  apply  to  the  assess- 
ment and  coUecdon  of  the  direct  tax  of  three  millions 
of  dollars  hereby  laid  upon  the  United  States ;  n^ch 
said  tax  shall  be  and  remain  pledged  for  the  same  pur- 
poses and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  said  tax  of  six 
millions  of  dollars  was,  in  and  by  the  said  last-men- 
tioned act. 

A  division  of  tbe  question  was  ealled  for  by 
Mr.  Dana,  }  and  it  was  taken  oa  stiiking  out,  and 
determined  is  tbe  Drgatire— yeas  12,  naya  80,  as 

follows : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett,  Fromentin, 
Chullard,  QoWj  Hunter,  ISing,  Lscock,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Roberts,  and  T^lor. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Campbell,  Oondit, 
Sana,  Goldsborongh,  Horsey,  Howell,  Macon,  Mason 
of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Buggies,  Tatbot,  Tait.  Thomp- 
son, Turner,  Vamum,  Wells,  WilKama,  'and  Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hami»hire, 
to  strike  oat  tbe  second  section  of  tbe  bill,  as 
follows : 

Sic.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  di- 
rect tax  of  Utree  millions  of  dollan  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  laid  upon  the  Untied  Slates,  for  die  year  1816, 
sad  amortioned  to  the  States  req>ectively  in  the  man< 
ner  and  aeeording  to  the  sums  jnesciibed  by  the  first 
seetion  of  an  act,  entitled  '*An  act  to  lay  and  collect 
a  direct  tax  withiii  the  United  States,"  and  aU  the  fto- 
visions  of  ^  act  entitled  "An  actto provide  additional 
revenoes  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct 
tax  npon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assess 
ing  and  collecting  the  aame^"  passed  on  the  Mi  of 
Januarr,  1610,  except  so  fai  aa  the  same  have  been 
Taried  by  sabwqamit  acts,  and  excepting  the  first  aee> 
tion  of  the  sud  act,  shall  be  held  to  a^ly  (o  tbe  a»> 
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■essment  and  collection  of  the  direct  tax  of  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars  hereby  laid  upon  the  United  States. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatiTe — yeas  16i 
nays  16,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Golds- 
borongh, Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Macon, 
Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Turner, 
Vamum,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Mevn.  Bany,  Bfbb,  Brawn,  Campbell, 
Chaoe,  Gondii  Gaillard,  How^  Mason  of  .Virginia, 
Monow,  Robedrta,  Boggles,  Tail,  T^kr,  Williaas, 
and  Wilson. 

On  motioD  by  Mr  Masoh,  of  New  Hampehin^ 
the  farther  eonsidenlion  of  the  bill  wu  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  KiKo,  from  tbe  maoegers  at  the  conference, 
on  the  sobjeci  of  the  disagreeing  rotes  of  the 
two  Houses  upon  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning tbe  convention  to  regulate  the  commerce 
between  the  territories  of  tbe  United  States  mod 
His  Britannic  Majesty,"  made  tbe  following 
report : 

That  the  conferees  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
commenced  the  conference  by  stating,  tkatof  thetrea- 
liea  made  in  pursuance  of  the  C«istitDti»n,  while  some 
might  not,  others  may,  require  the  enaetauMit  of  laws 
to  carry  them  into  execution ;  and,  considering  the 
convention  with  England  as  a  tieaty  of  the  latter  kind, 
the  conferees  of  the  House  of  BeprasentaiiTes  made 
the  following  ol^eotioas  to  die  aU  paassd  by  the 
Senate : 

1st.  That  by  tbe  addition  of  the  word  "  declared" 
to  the  usual  formula,  instead  of  a  bill  of  positive  en- 
'  actment,  it  assumes  the  .form  of  a  declaratory  law. 

3d.  That  the  bill  is  defoetive,  because  its  oemmence- 
ment  is  uncertain. 

3d.  That  it  is  dejective,  because  its  duration  is  un- 
certain. 

4th.  That  it  is  furthermore  defective  in  respect  to 
the  eqnalization  of  duties ;  it  being  uncertain  whetberi 
for  this  purpose,  the  native  duties  are  to  be  rained,  or 
the  alien  duties  abolished. 

The  eonfMrees  of  the  Senate  £d  not  eonteet,  but  ad- 
mitted tbe  doctrine,  tlut  of  tieatiea  made  in  muaunoe 
of  the  Constitntion,  aarae  may  not,  and  taat  ethna 
may,  call  for  legidattee  proriaistts  to  aeoore  their  ez^ 
ention,  whicb  provision  Congress^  in  all  soeli  caeee,  is 
bound  to  nuke.  But  they  Si  eontend,  that  the  con* 
ventimi  under  consideration  requires  no  sueh  legMla- 
tiva  provisioBs,  because  it  does  no  more  than  caapmd 
tbe  alien  disabili^  of  British  subjects  in  ceumarcial 
affidrs,  in  return  for  tbe  like  suapensien  in  favor  <tf 
American  citizens ;  that  such  matter  of  tiimx  disability 
falls  within  the  jiecniiar  province  of  tbe  treaty-power 
to  adjust;  that  It  cannot  be  securely  adjusted  in  any 
other  vray,  and  that  a  trea^  duly  made,  and  adjusting 
the  some,  is  conelunve,  and  by  its  own  authority  ana- 
pends  or  removes  antecedent  Uws  that  are  cmitrary  to 
its  provisions. 

That  even  a  declaratory  law  to  this  efleet  is  matter 
of  mcse  expediency,  adding  nothing  to  the  effica^  of 
the  trea^,  and  serving  only  to  remove  deubto  wherever 
thc^  exist. 

The  conferees  of  the  Senate  therefore  insisted  w  r^ 
taiiung  the  word  "  declared^*'  in  addition  to  tlia  nsaal 
formala  of  enactment,  becaoss  it  inpails  to  the  bill 
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wni  liT  th*  SMWta  tte  dunetn-  of  •  daekratoiy 
liw ;  •  i^oaUty  'witbMl  wfakb  Uw  voold,  w  this 
eMe,b«  inadniwribh. 

A  law  that  Jeciw—  to  be  of  no  I6re«  or  eflset  wo 
mch  of  all  law*  w  are  contrary  to  the  pronuoni  of 
the  oonTcntioo,  reeofniau  the  existence  and  aathoritr 
aS  that  coUTeBtioa ;  the  date  and  limitatioDB  of  whica 
wut  aseertaia  the  commoQcement  and  daration  of  the 
lawa  irii3e  ito  atiynlalioM  place  the  peo[de  of  the  two 
natioMOnafcotmgofeonuDaieialeqoality  bytheabol- 
iti<m  of  djserinunatipg  duties  on  both  sides. 

That  the  bill  paswd  by  the  Senate  does  not  appear 
to  be  defectiTe  in  the  particolars  referred  to  by  the  con- 
ftreee  of  the  House  of  Representatives :  nevertheless, 
MM  doabta  were  expressed  on  this  sobjeet,  the  oon&rees 
of  the  Senate  proposed  certain  amendments  fbr  die 
paipow  of  rsuoviog  tlwas  donbti,  and  oonflrming  the 
MlBPliiwia  and  maaniog  trftbe  biU. 

Tha  tamSanm  of  the  Senata,  th«afore»  laeommend 
■p  the  Senate,  to  in^  on  their  diMgnemrat  to  the 
aakeadiMnla  made  to  the  biD  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
■eotalrws,  and  to  agree  to  the  fi>lloiring  amendments 
to  the  bill,  which  have  been  mntnally  agreed  to  1^  the 
ooafanea  of  the  two  Hooses : 

Line  %  after  the  word  "  act,"  strike  ont  the  words 
*  or  actaaa  aie,"  and  nisert  these  words, "  as  impoaea  a 
kisher  doty  of  tonnage  or  of  impost  on  Tesaels  and  ar- 
tialce  iapcnled  in  Tsasris  9i  Great  Britain  than  on  vee- 
esb  and  articlea  Imported  in  veasda  of  the  United 
SlalM." 

Line  4.  Strike  ont  the  word  •*  shall,"  and  aAar 
Oie  word  <*  be"  insert  these  words,  "  from  and  after 
the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  sud  convention, 
and  daring  the  eontinuanoe  thereof" 

Whereupon,  Ancrfwd,  That  the  Senile  con- 
ear  in  ihe  report,  and  that  the  biU  be  amended 
necoriliogly. 


Wednesday,  February  28. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHfi,  Trom  the  Gommiitee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  graoling  bonoiiea  in  Uod  tod  extra 
pay  to  ceriaia  Caoaoian  voluDteefs,''  reported  ti 
withoot  ameodment. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  eonmittee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
■wkiag  further  provision  for  military  serriees 
daring  the  bile  war,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported it  wtiboat  ameodmeat. 

The  biU  lo  toerenee  the  pension  of  William 
Monday,  wat  re*d  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  rbe  Committee  on  Nanl  Afiaira. 

Tbe  molatioo  proposiag  an  aineDdmeni  to 
the  Cooetitoiioa,  to  r«alaie  the  mode  of  eboos- 
ing  Repreaentatim  in  Cooffresa,  and  Bleeton 
for  Presideol  and  Tiee  Prcaldeat  <^  the  United 
Slates,  was  read  the  second  lioM. 

The  bill  cooceroiag  field  officers  of  the  militia 
was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and 
John  Deaniswas  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daoobtt,  the  eonsideratioa 
of  the  eogroksed  bill,  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal 
from  the  eircait  court  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  was  further  poelponcd 
onlil  Monday  next. 
14th  Cov.  1st 


The  bill  making  appropriai ion  for  the  constr«e- 
tioD  of  roads  and  canals,  havitig  been  reported  by 
the  commitiM  eorreeily  eagnnsed,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Fbombntin,  that  the  consideration  therectf 
be  postponed  nntil  the  fourth  day  of  Jaly  next, 
it  was  determined  in  the  oegative — yteas  10,  nays 
33,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Daggett  Fromentin,  Gere,  King, 
Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Tamer,  and  Vamom. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chaee,  Oondit,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Goldsborongh,  Horsey, 
Howell,  Honter,  Laeock,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Monow» 
Roberts,  ftngglM,  Talbot,  Tait.  Wells,  WilUanss,  and 
Wilson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  MoRRow,ihe  further  consid- 
eration ihereM  was  postponed  antit  Wedncsdajr 
nat. 

Tfae  Senate  reanmifti,  as  in  Committee  tlw 
Whole  tha  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  redaee  the 
amount  of  direct  tax  npon  the  United  States  and 
the  District  of  Colombia,  for  the  year  1616;  and 
to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
ride  additional  rerenoe  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Qorernmeot,  and  maiotainiog  the  pub- 
He  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  lax  upon  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collectiag 
the  same;  and  also  the  act,  eoiuled  'An  act  to 
proride  additional  ;eveoae  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  matotaining  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  layinga  direct  tax  upon  the  District 
of  Colambia and  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
OQ  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbbts,  the  further  eooaid- 
eraiion  thereof  was  postponed  until  Priday  next. 

Mr.  OoBB  presented  the  petition  of  the  trea- 
iurer  and  assistant  ireasorer  of  the  Massachuseila 
Bible  Society,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  benefit 
of  drawback  on  a  number  of  bibles  exported  by 
them,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an 
Uniform  National  Currency. 


TauBflDAy,  February  39. 
The  bill  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  iDsorrceiioo,  and 
repel  iavasion,  and  to  repeal  the  laws  heretofore 
passed  for  those  parpoacs,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
sobjeet  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  widow  and  children  id  Robert  Falton, 
deceased;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 

the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Sanpobd  presented  the  petition  of  Willet 
Coles,  of  tbe  city  of  New  York,  praying  to  be 
discharged  from  bis  imprisoameot,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Fioaoeeaod  sn  Uni- 
form National  Currency. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  considerattoa  of  the 
moiioD  made  the  36tb  instant,  relative  to  on- 
chartered  banks  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
which,  having  been  amended,  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

BmUvedj  That  a  Gommiitce  be  appointed  to 


Digilized  by 


163 


msixmY  OF  coNaBBsa 


164 


Bmati. 


Proeeedmg*. 


Mabch,  1816. 


inqaira  whether  it  would  be  expedient  and  pro- 
per to  prohibit  by  law  the  formatioa  of  prirate 
baiUuDg  associations,  id  futare,  wiibia  the  Dis- 
tfiet  of  Colombia,  sod  also  to  eonaider  and  ia- 
qaire  whether  it  would  be  expedient  and  proper 
to  prohibit  by  law  the  emisiion  and  circulation 
of  the  notes  of  all  uacbartered  'hacks  within 
the  «fiid  District,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
other  wi>& 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Hoiiur,  Mason  of 
Haw  HaiDpfbir«,  aad  TaiXf  bt  the  wMMaiiteo. 

TbaSenftte  reanBod,  w  in  OomniUM  of  tJw 
Whole,  the  eMaidei»tton  of  the  bill  to  uithonxe 
III*  Saareiarr  of  the  TreiBBrir  t«  mbwrihe,  in  b»< 

half  of  the  United  States  for  sharee  in  Um 

oapital  aiock  of  the  Chesapeake  aod  Delaware 
Caoai  Company. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  farther  oonsideration  thereof  waa  peetpoied 
until  the  third  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  reeolutioo  for  a 
wopofed  amendment  to  the  CooalitutioD  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  Senators  shall  be  chosen 
for  three  years  ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  this 
OMfdution  be  enc^rossed  and  read  a  third  time  7  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  7,  naysl^ 
aafUlowi: 

YlAS  Mtaws.  Bibb,  Ltoock,  Mason,  Robwts,  San- 
ford,  Tsjlor,  ud  Tamer. 

Nats— MeMM.  Bany,  Brown,  CunpbeU,  Chaca, 
Gimdit,  Daggett.  Dsns,  From«nU6,  Oailliud,  GdldBbo- 
raagh)  Honey,  Howell,  Hontai,  King,  Mason  of  Haw 
BawMhize,  Morrow,  Rngglea,  Talbot,  Tait,  Thoup- 
■on,  Tichenor,  Vamnm,  WilUanw,  and  Wiisoa. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authwize  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tared,  or  destroyeid,  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  Statea;'*  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Tobhib,  the  oonsideration  thereof 
was  further  poetponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonaideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Richard  Mitchell ;  and,  on  the  quaetion,  "  Shall 
tbia  bill  be  eDgraased  and  read  a  third  ume9"  it 
waa  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commicte*  of  the 
Whole,  the  coBsidefation  of  the  hill  concemiog 
the  District  of  Colombia ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
LaoocE,  tbe  further  oonaideratioa  thereof  was 
iwatponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  dividiog  the 
State  of  Pennsylrania  into  two  judicial  diatnets ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Laoook,  the  further  eon- 
•ideniion  thereof  was  postponed  until  Thnraday 
next. 

The  Senate  rMumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  granting  bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay  to 
certain  Canadian  volunteers;"  and  no  amendment 
baring  been  proposed  thereto,  it  pasaed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  momed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill,  entitled  ^-An  act  making  farther 
pnviaioB  for  nuUaty  nrwieei  daring  tht  kls  mr, 


and  for  other  purposes }"  a«d,  on  metton  t^r  Mr. 
WiLUAMB,  tbe  fnrther  oonsideration  ihereof  waa 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  reaumed  the  reaolotion  proposing 
an  ameadment  to  tbe  ConstitutioD^  to  regolate 
the  mode  of  choosing  Represeotatirea  in  Coa> 

frees,  and  Electors  for  President  ond  Vice  Preai- 
eot  of  tbe  United  Suteaj"  and,  on  motion  bf 
Mr.  VABifDH,  the  further  consideration  lhem» 
was  postpon^  ootil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  reanned  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Bdward  Wilson ;  and  tbe  further  eonaideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-mori^ow. 

Mr.  Babby,  from  the  committee  to  whom  w«s 
recommitted  the  hilt  relating  to  aeitlen  on  the 
lands  of  the  United  Staie^  repoiMd  it  without 
amendment. 

Fbidat,  March  1. 

Mr.  Sakfobd  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Rosaier  and  others,  of  the  city  of  New  Yock,  pray- 
ing the  renewal  of  certain  Treasury  noiM  nuaoar- 
ried  or  loat  in  thft  paUic  mail,  ai  atnied  io  the 
petition ;  which  waa  nad,a«d  refoned  tonaeWet 
eommitiea,  to  eonaider  and  report  tharaon  if  biU 
or  oiherwiae ;  and  Mr.  Sakvobb,  Mr.  Bibb,  awl 
Mr.  Cahpbill.  were  appointed  the  eominittce» 

Mr.  Campbell  from  the  Committee  on  Finaoee 
and  an  Uniform  national  Currener,  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  petition  of  Alfred  M.  Carter,  for 
himself,  and  the  heira  of  Landon  Carter,  made  a 
npon  ihereoo,  together  with  the  foMowmg  reso- 
lution, which  was  read: 

Ruohed,  That  tbe  prayw  of  the  petili6n«r  onght 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  CAHPBBLL,from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  Naiioaal  Currency,  lo  whom  was 
referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  ordnance  and  ordnance  siorea  for  the 
year  1816,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  tbe  heirs  of  George  Nebioger,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  waa  referred  the  bill  to  ineraaa* 
the  pennon  of  William  Mnnday,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill,  io  addition  to  an  act,  eniiiled  ''An  act  in 
relation  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund  j"  aod  the  hill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  resolution  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  reg- 
ulate the  mode  of  choosing  Representatives  in 
Congress,  and  Electors  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  tbe  United  States;  and,  un  motion 
by  Mr.  VAaiinH,  it  was  rderred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  five  members,  lo  consider  aod 
report  thereon ;  and  Mr.  Vabiidh,  Mr.  Kino,  Mr. 
Fbomimtim,  Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  Laooos,  wen 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  tho  widow  and  ebil- 
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in»  of  Itobert  FalRw,  deee»e4,  mis  rnd  the 
awood  tine. 

The  Senmt*  mamcd  tb«  biJl,  eDtitled  '*Ad  act 
WMthorIze  Uie  pafmcnt  for  propertjr  hMlj  eap* 
torad  ov  destrofed  hf  the  enemjr,  vbile  in  the 
nulitmrf  serrice  of  the  United  States^  tvd.ott 
■siiom  \tf  Mr.  HABom^  o[  TitgiDia,  the  BBtiaor- 
mkom  f&entf  wu  faaktt  pottpaoad  oalil  Fndax, 
the  ISA  natMUL 

The  Seoate  resumed,  as  id  Oomartitee  of  ih« 
WlMlc^<keMH,eocitl«d  "Ab  act  mrtnrfffwther 
pravm«ifernittt*Tf  aerriecadvriBg  thelatewar, 
aad  for  otber  porpocei;"  andj  od  molkm  by  Mr. 
VtLLuas,  the  farther  eoi^aratiea  thereof  was 
poetjKHied  DDtil  MoDdar  aext. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
sabjeet  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  coaeerDiDg 
emain  idTaoces  made  for  (he  niblic  service  by 
cbacHf  <tf  MewTocfc;  aod  the  hill  waa  read^ud 
fuaed  to  the  aeeoad  mdiog. 

The  Senale  resumed  the  eoosideratioii  of  the 
report  of  the  Coaamittee  on  PuiaBoe  and  an  Ud»- 
fiarm  ^tional  Currency,  on  the  petition  ^Tho- 
mas Cntts,  of  Biddeford,  ia  the  Blale  of  Bfana- 
chsaacta.  Whtraapon, 

ilMoIwd,  Thai  the  prayer  of  the  petitioDer 
oaeht  not  to  be  granted. 

Thtt  hill  for  the  relief  of  RichaH  HitehcU  waa 
md  a  third  time,  aad  passed. 

The  bill,  eotiiled  "An  act  granting  beoatics  in 
Immd,  nod  extra  pmy  to  certain  Canadian  rakui- 
•aan,**  was  rea4  a  third  time,  and  paastd. 

The  Senate  remmed  the  eonsideratioB  of  the 
biU,  entitled  ''An  act  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  the  Dis- 
trtcl  of  Columbia,  for  the  year  1816 ;  aad  to  repeal 
in  part  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  proTide  addi- 
tumal  rerenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qov- 
emment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and 
to  provide  for  assessioi^  and  collecting  the  same 
and  also  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  ptoride 
additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
CSorernment,  and  nuintainins  the  public  credit, 
by  Uyiog  a  direct  tax  npon  ue  District  of  Co- 
lumbta.'^ 

On  motion  byMr.GoLD8BOBonoH,that  the  bill 
tie  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  UDiform  National  Curreocy,  with  iDBtruc- 
tioiM  to  provide  for  the  eoUeetion  of  all  arrear- 
ages of  the  direct  ux  for  past  years,  and  to  repeal 
the  act,  "  to  provide  additional  rerenue  for  defray- 
ing the  expeoies  of  Oovernmeot.  and  maintain- 
ing (he  ^oolic  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  uj^on 
the  United  Slates,  and  to  provide  for  assessing 
and  collecting  the  same,"  passed  on  the  9th  Jan- 
nary,  1815, — It  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yesLs  13,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

YsA»~Heisn.  Daggett,  Dsns,  Chtldsboroogh,  Ooie, 
Hnnler  ,Ildng,  Macon,  Mason  of  N.  Hampehin^  Thomp- 
•ea.  Turner,  Tanram,  and  WeBs. 

Naz* — ^Mesns.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Ooadlt,  GatUard,  Harper,  Howell,  Laooek,  Mason  of 
Viagfadik  Momw,  Kebaila,  Bngclss,  Saaford,  Tait, 
T^loi^  TichHM^  WiniaBih  aad  WibM. 


Sntvam. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  RcnnBTs,  that  the  Senate 
agree  to  the  first  amendEaeat  proposed  by  the 
Commitiee  on  Finance,  which  was  negatived  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  follows: 

Swtion  1,  tine  %  uSut  the  wwd  *'that,"  starilM  oak 
the  rert  of  the  saetiaa,  and  iassrt  in  Usa  Hutm^ 
«insteadof  Aa  diraot  tax  of  six  buUibbs  ef  drilaia  an- 
Boally  laid  opMi  the  ITaited  States  I7  Om  aet,  entitM 
*Ab  act  to  provida  sdditioBal  rsraioelbr  defraying  the 
expenses  of  GoTernmant  and  maintainiag  the  piriiUe 
cfMit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  apon  the  Unilad  &alea, 
and  to  provide  ibr  ■  we  wing  aad  ooUeeting  die«aDM|* 
passed  the  9th  January,  1815,  a  direct  tax  ni  three 
millions  of  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  annu- 
ally laid  upon  the  United  States,  and  ^portioned 
to  die  States  respectivety,  in  the  manner  and  aceord* 
ins  ^  A"  soma  prescribed  by  the  first  seetioa  of  aA 
act,  entitled  <Aii  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  (ax 
within  the  United  States,'  passed  the  U  day  of  Angnsl, 
1818;  end  dl  the  proviswoa  of  the  act  flnrt  ahevs^ 
named,  paaaed  the  mk  January,  181S,  except  so  bi  aa 
the  same  have  been  varied  by  snbssqnant  asts,  and  ana 
varied  by  lfai»  act,  shall  be  hdd  to  wpffy  to  tfas  aassa*- 
aaant  aim  odlectian  of  the  dinet  tax  of  tbtee  miyioBS 
of  dollars,  hereby  laid  upon  the  United  States;  whicfa 
said  tax  shall  be  and  lamain  pMgad  fat  the  aaaw  w- 
peaaa  aadin  the  same  manner  as  the  said  tax  of  six 
nulUeiis  of  dtdlais  was,  in  and  1^  the  said  last-mm- 
tioaad  act:'* 

It  was  fctcrmiaed  m  the  ii«gatiTe--yaaa  16^ 

nays  18,  as  follows: 

TsAs— Messrs.  Brown.  Chaee,  Fmnentin,  Gaflhrl, 
GUre,  Harper,  Hunter,  King,  Laeoek,  Mastm  of  New 
Hampshire,  Mesmr,  Bobatn,  SaaAid,  Tait,  Tflac, 
and  Tiehenor. 

Nats— Maasra.  Barry.BIbb,  Gunpbell,  Oendit,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  G<ridBbotongb,  Howell,  Maoon,  Mason  ef 
Virginia,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Thompaoa,  Turner,  Tanram, 
Web,  WiUiams,  aad  Wilsoo, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Habpbk,  to  amend  the  said 
proposed  amendment,  by  inserting  in  tine  10,  after 
"States,"  the  words  "for  fire  years  ^'  so  as  to 
eoBtioue  the  tax  anaually  laid  upon  the  United 
States,  for  that  term;  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  10,  nays  24,  as  follows: 

TiAs — Messrs.  Chace,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Harper, 
Hunter,  Lacoek,  Roberts,  Saoford,  Tait,  and  Taylor. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown.  Campbell,  Con- 
dit.  Daggett,  Dana,  OohMwrMgh,  Gore,  Hew^  King, 
MacoQ,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire.  Mason  of  Vu^na, 
Moifow,  Ru^^,  Talbot,  Thompoon,  lichanoriTtti^ 
ner,  Tanram,  WtHk,  WiUiams,  and  Wflson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wellb,  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messff.  Daggett,  Daaa,Oeldd>orongh,  Gore, 
Harper,  Hnntar,  King,  Lacoek,  Macan,  Mason  of  Now 
Hampshire,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tiobaner,  Tmnn, 
Vannm,andWallB. 

Nats  Meawa.  Bany,  Bibb.  Brown,  CampbaO, 
Ohaoe,  Oondit,  PrMuentin,  GaOlard,  BowriL  Mason 
of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggbs,  Sanfiwd,  Tait» 
Taylor,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  qaealion  "Shall  the  amendment  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  u 
ameadcd  V*  It  van  detanaintd  in  the  affirmatln 
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Satdrdat,  March  2* 

Mr.  Talbot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  establish  a  law  library  at  the 
Seal  of  GoTerament,  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Uoiied  States,  reported  it  with 
ameadmenls,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Thompson;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  iliBB  presented  the  memorial  of  John  P. 
Vao  Ness,  and  others,  original  proprietors  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  statiDg,  that  on  laying  out 
the  said  cit^,  certain  open  squares  were  reserved 
for  public  buildings,  lor  which  they  received  a 
compensation  per  acre;  and  praying  that  if  those 
squares  are  now  appropriated  to  a  differeot  use, 
and  sold  for  the  purpose  of  building  thereon,  they 
may  receive  the  same  compensation  to  which  they 
would  have  been  entitled  if  that  had  been  the 
original  determination  \  for  reasons  stated  io  the 
memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  S4th 
January,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Law,  and  others, 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  praying 
the  division  and  sale  of  certain  open  squares  in 
said  city. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Alfred  M.  Carter  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Wells,  it  was  recommitted  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Talbot  and  Wells  were  appointed  the  com- 
miltee. 

The  bill  concerning  certain  advances  made  for 
the  pohlle  service  by  the  city  of  New  York,  was 
rata  a  second  time. 

The  bill  io  addition  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
in  relation  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund  "  was  read 
the  becond  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Edward  Wilson  ;  and  on  the  question  "Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  KiNQ  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Saolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  person  appointed  to  superintend  the  re-con- 
stractbn  and  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  and  to  suggest 
■oeh  alterations  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  the  con- 
meted  offices  thereof,  as  shall  provide  greater  accom- 
modation for  the  Senate  and  lU  officers,  than  the  former 
iistribalion  afibrded. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  direcr  tax  upon  the  United 
States  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year 
1816}  and  to  repeal  io  part  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Govern  nientj  and  maintaining  the 

Eublic  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessmg  and 
colleeiing  the  same;*  and  also  the  aci  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Governrocnl,  and  maintaining 
the  pablic  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 


District  of  Columbia,"  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion ''Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  11, 
as  follows : 

YsiB — Messrs.  Dibb,  Brown,  Campbell,  Condit, 
Gaillard,  Howell,  Macon,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Raggles, 
Sanford,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Wells,  Wil- 
liams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Goldfr 
borough,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New  Hamp> 
shire,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  and  Varnnm. 

So  it  was  Hetolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
an  amendment. 


Momdat,  March  4. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  further  supplementary  to 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  indem- 
nificaiion  of  certain  claimants  of  public  land  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  George  Rossier  and  others;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  second  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
re-construction  and  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  KiNo,  it  was  amended  and  agreed 
to  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  suggesting  to  the  person  appointed 
to  superintend  the  re-construction  and  repairs  of 
the  Capitol,  such  alterations  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber, and  connected  offices  thereof,  as  shall  provide 
greater  accommodation  for  the  Senate  and  its 
officers  than  the  former  distribution  afforded. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  King,  HunTER,  and 
Macon,  be  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  pension  of  William  Muoday,  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  Presiosht  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  and,  on  the  question, 
"Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
timet"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eniiiled  "Ad 
act  fur  the  relief  of  Gteorge  Nebinger;"  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  it  was  rei'erred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  petition  of 
Alfred  M.  Carter,  to  consider  and  report  thereoo. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  relating  to 
settlers  CO  the  lands  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Barry,  the  further  consideratioa 
tfaereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  a£ 
the  day  for,  to-morrow. 
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The  SeuM  Tesnmed^  u  ia  Committn  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  calhn;  forth  themiliiia  to  ex- 
eeote  the  laws  of  the  Dalon,  sappreas  Insarree- 
tion,  and  repel  lOTasion,  and  to  repeal  the  laws 
heretofore  ^used  for  those  purposes ;  and  on 
motion,  bjr  Mr.  YARiniM,  the  further  erasidera* 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ibe  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  widow  and  children  of  Robert  Fulton,  de- 
ceased ;  and  after  debate  thereon,  on  motion,  bf 
Mr.  Tatlob,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
WIS  postponed  antil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whde,the  coosideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores  for  the  year  1816,  together  with  the 
amendmenu  reported  bv  the  Committee  on  Ft- 
Banee  and  an  Unifonn  Natiooal  Corrency,  and 
the  amendmeDta  having  been  agreed  to,  in  part, 
with  further  amendments,  the  Pinidbht  report- 
ed the  bill  to  the  Honse  aceordiogly. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  the  amendments  be 
enmmed,and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,asamend- 
•dj"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmaiire. 

A  measBge  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbpjr  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  ot  John  M.  Forbes," 
in  which  hill  tlLey  request  the  coaeorrenee  of  the 
Benate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

TtTBSDAT,  March  5. 

TheliU  for  the  relief  of  <3eorge  Bossier,  and 
others,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
M.  Forbes,"  jras  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  re- 

Srt  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Sanroao,  Hdktbb,  and 
owsLL,  were  appointed  the  commiuee. 
The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bdward 
Vfilson  was  read  a  third  tiia^  and  passed. 

The  engroseed  luU  to  incicese  the  pension  of 
William  Handar  was  read  a  third  time  and 

PUNd. 

The  amendments  to  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act 
mtkini  appropriations  for  ordnance  and  ordnance 
itoretjfoT  the  year  1816,"  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  ind  passed. 

The  Seaate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
hiii  relatiog  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
Stales  and,  after  debate,  adjonrned. 


WsnHunAT,  March  6. 
Ur.  Daooett  gare  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  ieare  lo  bring  in  a  bill  further  eitend- 
ing  the  lime  for  issuing  and  locating  military  land 
warrants. 

Mr.  VAaaoH  baring  proposed  an  amendment 
thereto,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Masok,  of  Virginia, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  together  with 
the  proposed  ameodment,  was  postponed  mtil 
^luiisday,  the  Uih  inscaat. 


ButATC.  . 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inrasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur- 
poses. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  roads  ana  canals  was  read  a 
third  time;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Masou,  of 
New  Hampsihire,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  April  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  relating  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
States;  and  on  the  question  "Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  waa  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmaiire— yeas  21,  nays  1^  as 
follows : 

TiA^— Messrs.  Barrj,  Bibhi  Brown,  CarapbeO, 
Chaee,  Condit,  PromentiD,  GaiUard,  Howell,  Laicock, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rngglea,  San- 
ford,  Talbot,  Talt.  Taylor,  Wells,  Williams,  and  WU- 

son. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggrett,  Dana,  Gddrixnoagh,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Honter,  King,  Maoon,  Mason  of  New  Hamp* 
shiie,  Thompson,  Tiehenor,  Tamer,  and  Vsrnum. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Retolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ioqoire 
into  the  propriety  of  making  further  provision  ean- 
cemiog  the  application  of  mon^  appropriated  fiw 
arming  and  equipping  the  body  of  the  militia. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morbow,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Holker, 
together  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  thereon,  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof,  and  they  were  referred 
to  the  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  on  the  petition  of  Alfred 
M.  Carter. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  M.  Forbes,"  reported  it  withont 
amendment. 


Tborboat,  March  7. 
Mr.  Daqobtt  asked  and  obtained  Ieare  to  bring 
in  a  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  issuing 
and  locating  military  la nu  warrants,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Prebidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  Geaeral,  of  unproductire  post  routes, 
for  the  rear  1815,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  SAnroan  submitted  the  foUowiog  resolo- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading : 

Betohtdt  by  tkt  Senate  and  Bvtm  of  Bepreienia- 
Hva  afth«  United  Statea  of  America  in  Congreee  ae> 
eembkd,  two-tiirdt  of  both  Hoaaee  eoneurrii^.  Thai 
the  following  arUcIe  be  proposed  to  the  Legislaturee 
of  the  aereral  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States;  which,  whm  ratified 
three-fourths  of  the  said  Leg^atarea,  shall  be  valid  as 
part  of  the  oai  d  Gonstita  tion,  to  wit : 


Pnutdiiiga. 
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The  Judges  of  all  the  CourU  of  the  Uaitetl  States 
shall  be  sabjeet  to  ramovsl  from  ofBce,  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  both  Houses  of  Congress,  yrhm,  in  tbett 
opinion,  the  public  good  will  be  promoted  by  removal ; 
bat,  in  such  cases,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  shall 
concur  with  the  President  in  the  removal. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  in 
relation  to  the  Nary  Pension  Fund."  [This  bill 
provides  for  the  better  regulation  of  this  fund,  the 
manner  in  which  moneys  accruing  thereto  shall 
be  accounted  for  by  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  in  the  several  judicial  districts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  also  contains  a  provision  for  al- 
lowing to  officers,  seamen,  and  marines^  disabled 
in  the  service,  in  cases  of  extreme  disability,  such 
an  increase  of  pension,  wliere  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Fund  may  deem  it  necessary,  as  shall  be 
competent  to  their  necessary  subsistrateej  prori> 
ded  the  whole  pension  shall  in  bo  iBfitaoee  ex- 
ceed the  fall  uaoani  of  monthly  jHiy  Which 
the  disabled  person  was  by  law  entitled  to  in  the 
said  service.] 

Tbe  objects  of  the  bill  having  been  explained 
by  Mr.  Tait,  the  chairmen  of  the  eomiaittee  who 
reported  it ;  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  readings,  without  opposition. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  lo  an  act  to 
reffulate  the  Fobt  Office  Establishment also,  a 
bin,  entitled  "An  act  auttiorizioe  and  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  Fetters  patent  to 
Andrew  Kurtz  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  6th  instsn^  for  the  appointment 
of  8  committee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
making  further  provision  concerning  the  applies 
tion  of  moneys  appropriated  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping the  body  or  the  militia;  and,  having  agreed 
thereto,  Messrs.  Dana,  Varhdh,  and  Macon,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  bene- 
fit of  tne  widow  and  children  of  Robert  Pulton 
deceased ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  relating  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Phesioent  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  trans- 
mitting the  information  called  for  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  of  January  last; 
ud  the  letter  and  accompanying  papers  were 
read. 

cm  Of  MEW  TOKK. 
The  bill  for  refunding  to  the  Corporation  of 
New  Tork  certain  moneys  expended  ny  them  in 
the  erection  of  breastworks,  or  defences,  near  that 
city,duringtbeUte war,waitBken  up.  Amotion 
to  postpone  it  antU  io>monow  week  gare  rise  to 
a  wide  discussion. 


The  motion  for  postponement  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Talhot,  Robertb,  Lacoce,  Tatlor, 
Varnum,  and  Babry,  on  various  grounds,  redu- 
cible, however,  to  two  points;  first,  that  the  ex- 
pense thus  incurred  was  unauthorized  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  ought  to  be  subjected  to  a  ri^id 
scrutiny ;  secondly,  that,  if  the  claim  was  equiU- 
ble,  it  ought  not  to  be  separated  from  the  general 
class  of  cases  of  equal  merit,  some  of  which  were 
included  in  a  bill  lyin^  on  the  table  of  the  Sen- 
ate, &c.;  that  it  was  improper  to  legislate  on  a 
principle  of  favoritism  on  a  particular  case. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Tait,  Dagoett,  Kino,  Sanford,  and  Harpbb, 
on  the  ground  of  the  merits  of  the  claim,  as  ex- 
hibited in  the  accompanying  documents,  and  the 
impossibility  and,  indeed,  inexpediency  of  includ- 
ing, in  any  general  provision,  the  mass  of  incon- 
gruous cases  of  indemnity  and  compensation 
claimed  from  various  parte  of  the  United  States, 
growing  out  of  the  late  war. 

The  motion  to  postpone  until  to-morrow  mek 
was  negatived  ;  but,  subsequently,  by  {reneral 
consent,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbt,  the  lull  was 
postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacoce,  the  memorial  of 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the  reimburse- 
ment of  certain  sums  advanced  and  expended  in 
the  defence  of  the  third  military  district,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  were  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  tft 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

AMERICAN  NAVIGATION. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  subject  of  a  system 
of  navigation  for  toe  United  Stales,  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.B^  from  tbeeommiitee,  also  reported  abifl 
to  establish  a  system  of  navigation  for  the  Unitol 
States;  and  the  bill  was  read_,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.  The  report  ts  as  follows : 

The  attention  <^  the  eommittee  has  been  dnMb  to 
the  fdiey  of  "confining  the  American  nai^gatiim  to 
American  seamen"  by  the  Message  of  tbs  Pussidsat  mf 
the  United  States.  Two  considerations,  distiaet  In 
their  diarsctw,  are  niggflsted  in  behalf  of  the  measwe 
— 1st.  As  it  might  have  a  conciliatory  tendcauf 
wtxds  foreign  nations ;  and,  Sdly.  As  it  would  inrmais 
the  independence  of  our  navigation  sod  the  rasouMS 
of  oar  maritime  deience. 

"  Ab  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  seamen  on  boanl 
the  public  and  private  vessels  of  the  United  BMm,** 
passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1613,  prohibits  the  em- 
ployment, as  seamen,  of  the  subjects  or  citixens  of  any 
foreign  nation  which  shall  prohibit  the  like  employment 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  That  act  fnmidies 
indisputable  evidence  of  the  condlistoiy  spirU  of  the 
national  conneils ;  and  a  correapondiDg  dispoaitton  on 
the  part  of  other  Governments  only  is  wanting  to  give 
it  effect.  The  committee,  howevw,  dean  it  ezpefi- 
ent  to  advanee  the  indqwndsaoe  of  the  navigalioa  and 
MBOUcas  of  maritime  defcoce  vi  the  United  Smss^ 
and  for  that  pnipese  saloit  a  bill  to  the  roasiiliialiNi 
oftheScnato.  Thattheaalawandexlantofiti|» 
nsions  mi^  be  the  men  nadi^  ludmlood,  thalit 
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lowing  iiBlli—  of  Hw  rnkdof  ngtiMma  concerning 
tdaA  v«aMli,  aod  of  Um  fimpami  mdifiealioaa, 

it«a. 

,  Twwb  which  tn  Mgiitwod  or  wuoBed 
aeeOTdiiis  to  the  existing  Uwi  an  danomimtoH  shipa 
«* TModn  of  tbt  United  StatM.  For  canjing  outrode 
nkk  fcroign  fiosntriee^  tbaj  an  wgklwwd.  For  the 
eouting  tnde  or  fisheries  of  tbt  United  thij 
a««  oanlW  and  licaosed. 

Ships  or  vesMls  bailt  within  the  United  States,  or 
ooptaied  and  oondamasd  -as  or  adjadgod  fiir- 

fi^od  for  breach  of  law,  mi  belonginB  wholtf  to  citi> 
awe  of  A»  United  States,  maj  be  registwed  at  on- 
joaHsd,  if  tli^  m  cowwaaded  1^  eitiMns  ^wr  uliffa 
m  utMalhed  Bach  Teioeb  aw  wgaided  as  betoag- 
iag  te  the  pMte  at  or  noarest  te  which  the  managing 
owMnvende.  Asd  tbagF  aw  regiitandor  earoUMia 
lbs  atfoea  <rf  the  cdsImqs  «»  the  distnets  which  eow 
yah  sod  the  raapaotivs  potts. 

WIms  a  Tcasai  is  rs^steaed*  the  ownmhip,  nani% 
Aaaiiptinnt  and  tomage,  being  legally  aaeartaine^ 
aOM  alaled  dialiMllr,  with  Ae  BOM  of  the  BMSter,  Md 
«Bls*ed  ia  aoBo  ptqier  booh  ftr  ■  xoand  or  ngiatiy  te 
bo  hspt  hj  the  Mriloctn  of  tho  eascom  A  aartjflonte 
orf*  sack  wi^itry  is  iasood  as  ewleaoo  of  uwudAip  to 
the  nseel.  In  additiea  te  the  seal  aad 
t  of  the  B^istOT  of  the  Treasarr  of  dM  United 
titioatteotod  wdor  the  seal  of  the  oollootor  with 
bia  ■^natore,  and  is  ceoateittfaed  by  the  nairal  eflt- 
en  or  sorregpev,  where  then  is  sneh  an  oOcer,  Sat  the 
to  which  the  vessel  belongs.  And  a  copy  is 
to  the  Begister  of  the  Troanry. 
The  certificate  of  registry  for  a  tbohI  to  be  en- 
ployed  ia  foreign  voyages  may  cootinne  in  force  so 
laag  as  Am  owaer^i^  conttnaes  the  same.  On  a 
ckaaga  of  |no|wrly,  if  parchaaed  by  any  dtiieii  of  the 
VUlad  Staleo,  the  veaael  is  lagisteiad  anew.  When 
tho  nustsr  is  dkaoged,  the  coffleetog  of  the  i-nt^t  is 
aathoriiad  to  endone  a  ™— ""fJ'v*  at  sarti  rhaagn 
m  At  eeitifteate  of  regiitry. 

Tlie  reviisitea  for  tUs  important  docnawDt  are  pre. 
■erflW  IB  tlM  aet  (tf  the  Slst  of  Deembw,  179a,  flnti- 
dod  *'An  act  eoaserainc  the  ragisleiiag  and  reondtag 
of  afaqis  or  veeaeta."  Aad  wieaa  pianaioao  in  the 
aanw  act  wm  adapted  to  gaaid  Ae  iateiaat  of  ah^ 
hrtldwa  aad  ■Up'oinMra  of  the  United  Staiaa  agahut 


I  or  iakpaaitimu  of  fonifaeih 
Sm  MlalkM  to  vaasels  of  twen^  teas  or  t^wanda 
wAaah  nay  be  enrolled,  the  same  qaaiiAaationv  aad 
TOqaisitas  are  presoribed,  and  simUar  goarda  against 
abaaaa  an  novided  in  the  act  of  the  IBlh  Febraaiyt 
sBlitled  "An  act  fi»  enrolling  and  lioensins 
ahtei  or  tswsIs  to  bo  eoq^cyod  in  the  ooesting  trade 
Hid  fidwriaa,  and  fnr  ngolatng  the  sane."  A  eaiti- 
4eale  of  eanloMat,  which  is  isiaod  for  a  ceaatiac  or 
gahtpy  wsad  of  the  ITnitod  Stotes,  is  strictly  aaalngana 
to  *o  certificate  of  regisliy  for  a  menhaBt  veaaeL 
The  docnmeate  ooatain  similar  stateteeate  n^aoling 
the  Toeaeb  and  the  titles  of  the  ownen,  and  aM  aO- 
thenticatod  in  the  same  manner. 

Veaatis  of  IM  than  twan^  loaa  are  Keaaaed,  witb- 
oaet  bnag  omoHed,  aeeeidaig  to  tfw  act  of  the  18th  of 
T^bnUfy  I79&  Aad  the  daty  of  tonaaga  on  a 
MsiasBd  vessta  payable  ones  in  a  year.  A  lieeaae 
io  iaraad  fiaai  the  eOoe  of  tha  cdateaaa  fw  the  vsesri 
»  ho  en^ed  in  tba  eoaatiag  trade  or  the  wMe 
raroodfishtey.  b  may  ha  m  foiae  for  oneyoa^ 
liil^araAvtltehHid  and  seal  oftho  oallalar, 
lia  xa^abad  la  wain  a  raaoad  of  rach 


tran«utc<qMestotheRe#steroftheTreasary.  Thaf^ 
the  privileges  appertafaoilig  to  ships  or  vessels  of  thr 
Uhltod  Statea  hi  Uie  eeaithig  trade  or  fisheries  may  be 
Ai%  enjoyed,  the  aaue  law  requires  enrolled  vessels  t* 
have  liceoaes. 

As  the  act  of  the  thiity-first  of  December,  aerentaen 
badred  and  ninety-two,  has  provided  that  the  privily 
gaa  appertaining  to  reginered  shipa  or  vesiels  of  tha 
Oidted  States  shall  net  continne  to  be  enjoyed  longer 
than  they  eontiune  to  bo  commanded  citizens  of  the 
United  Stetes,  it  has,  in  effect,  required  every  such 
natel  to  have  one  citisen  on  board  as  msster  or  com- 
ttUader.  And  Ae  same  reqaisito  is  included  in  the 
art  of  the  eightaenth  of  Febraaiy,  eeventoen  hundred 
and  aine^thioo,  for  amtdHng  or  Itconsing  ships  at 
WMlfc  Tbosa  acta  ootttain  the  prisapal  legdlationa 
tor  commercial  liupfing.  There  are  no  lawa  in  opat- 
altoB  which  reqaira  any  aieto  of  the  cititeno  to  be 
sB^ihiyod  for  navigatiag  thavameb  in  foreign  tarhdror 
ia  die  eoastiag  trade  ar  daberiea.  There  is  no  adi  of 
GeagMss  whidi  reqnires  the  sttbsrdioiato  offices^  oa 
a^  part  ef  the  erew  on  beard  any  ymml  iihateiui.  4tr 
ha  fl&w  of  tto  IMM  SWtaa. 

On  examinatka  it  apyeart  that  Bjatemih  regaia* 
tima,  ecmceming  the  ewneMjrip  of  vessels,  ware  eatab. 
liAed  hy  the  leglrtaiing  mt  of  Doeeteber,  17M,  a^ 
the  eatieMing  and  Ueeawig  act  of  PebmaiTr  1798. 
Bat  the  United  Statee  ban  renabed  fe  this  di^  wiHi- 
ont  a  ntfvigatieB  aet  for  eadi  biaoeh  ef  ttntr  eflb- 
merce. 

As  it  concerns  the  matitime  interesto  of  tbe  lAuteA 
States,  tbereiine,  it  is  of  importance  to  eatahUsh  a  bm- 
iey  requiring  Ae  eomerdal  Teasels  of  the'  DmteA 
Stetes  to  be  navigated  principally  by  mariners  of  tW 
OMintry.  With  thia  view,  it  is  eouidered  ^opar  ta 
allow  the  privilegea  af  American  diaraeter  to  none  bat 
vesBoU  navigated  by  American  mariners  aa  die  law 
amy  require ;  to  provide  for  ascertaining  who  riiall  be 
regarded  as  such  mariners;  and  to  make  it  reqoisiM 
Cm-  vessels  of  tha  Uaited  Statea  to  have  docomente  on 
hoard  aa  evidenco  of  behig  eo  nav^otad. 

Hut  the  p<di^  BMj  be  carried  into  cAect  withoot 
iaeonvenienoe,varioaa  particulars  in  a  sjretem  of  nait 
gation  must  correepond  to  eristing  laws  respa^ngdw 
collection  of  duUes,  tha  ownerabb  of  veeaels,  or  the 
gorcrnment  of  perMus  in  the  mowant  service  mfiab* 
erica.  Several  regolaliona  similar  to  thoae  already  in 
force  are  propoaed  to  be  incorporated. 

The  docnmenti  for  vessels  sailing  on  foreign  voy- 
^es  ma;r  supersede  the  use  of  any  odiei  ceitifioatea  of 
citiienBlup  for  persons  employed  in  navigating  them. 
And  it  is  propMod  to  rqisalthe  aeetionof  the  aai^af 
May,  1796,  which  baa  authoiised  the  ctdloctors  to 
liver  certificates  to  individual  mariners.  Abuaee  which 
are  known  to  have  prevailed  in  relation  to  each  certj- 
ficatea  may  be  avMdod  by  roqauiag  proyor  dooamanM 
to  aeccnnpany  tbe  veaseb. 

Statement  of  tfao  ^mIo  nnmber  of  seoaun  annaaify 
r^tend  as  Amerwrn,  under  dM  ad  ^  the  SMh  of 
May,  17M{  being  an  "abatMotof  aeamea  lapstaraA 
in  die  sevetal  custom-honsea  af  dte  United  Stately 
oceording  to  r^araa  made  to  the  Departmea^  ol 
State,"  aa  oontainad  in  a  tapcft  made  to  dwBstnHB 
dated  die  19th  of  Febi«aiy,  ISiS. 

For  the  threa  last  qanN 
ters  of      year     -      179«  4,849 

Fortheyeaie      .      -      1797      -      -  9j»l 
1709  7,081 
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1799 

1800 
1601 
1808 
1803 
1804 
180S 
1606 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
I8U 


M14 
3,390 
6,917 
891 
10,794 


10,722 
9,800 
7,037 
1.121 
9,170 
3,668 
4,888 
3,262 


Whole  minbff  ratumed  at  r^fiftond  106,767 


Bmmk^ThB  moUct  Ae  lOUnrfFflbrauy,  1813, 
from  the  SecreUxT  of  Bteta,  coBtabu  the  fbllowinj  n- 
muk:  "It  may  be'popM  to  «bMrTe,  that  from  tba 
iMIoiaTj  of  retDraa  it  is  to  be  reaaonaUy  iiUeRvd  Aat 
Ibe  mneim  of  aeamen  actoallj  eoregiitered  in  the  Uni- 
tad  Stales,  dnring-the  period  embraced  by  thia  i^it, 
ooeadi  that  now  atatsd  by  one-third. 

Slatoment  of  Ae  BsaibM  of  nahmUMtd  ptnwu  on- 
itmaUg  ngi^mvd  aa  Ammem  teamm,  under  dhe 
aetefthe  tStkof  Mi^,  1796,  according  to  a  rnert 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Sanato,  dated  the 
6th  of  Jaonaiy,  1818. 
For  the  three  Uvtqoarten 

«f  the  year  -  -  -  1796 
Forthayaan  -  1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
180S 


1804 
1806 
1806 

1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 

Nomber  retunwd  a»  naturalized  - 


70 
166 
111 
95 
54 
4B 
86 
140 
124 
68 
70 
71 
66 
814 
147 
39 
33 

1,530 


ttemark. — In  relation  to<the  retaras  of  persona  bom 
ih  foreign  coontries  who  have  been  legally  naturalized 
in  the  United  States,  and  registered  as  American  sea* 
men,  in  the  report  of  the  6th  of  Januaiy.  181^  it  is 
obaerved:  "Those  for  1811  and  1818,  above  stated,  are 
Mt  oonplete.*' 

TxiaavMT  Dbvabtmbvt,  Jan.  38,  1816. 
Bib;  Fennit  ma  to  answer  yonr  inquiries,  relative 
•o  the  tBoant  of  American  tonnage,  and  the  nsmber 
•r seaman,  Americans  and  foreignen,  employed  In  the 
neidiant  aarrice,  by  oommnnicating  a  copy  (MT  the  let- 
ter, which  I  have  addraseed  to  the  Chamaan  of  the 
GmnmittM  of  Foreign  IMatiena  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
iMSQtatiTes,  npon  tba  aame  aubjecU   I  have,  &c. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  W.  W.  Bibb, 

Chtarman  Com.  Ptnign  Reiatieiu. 


l^maavBT  Dnkwrrnxmr,  Jam.  26,  IMOL^  ' 
Sib:  t  have  the  honor  to  adnowledge  the  raoripC 
of  your  letter,  reqnaating,  on  behalf  of  the  OomnMM 
of  Foreign  Ralatkma,  in^mation  npm  the  Mknring 

snbjecta: 

1.  The  amount  of  American  tonnage. 
3.  The  nomber  of  eeameu  required  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  American  veawb. 

3.  The  number  of  American  aeamen,  either  native 
or  nsturaliied. 

4.  The  numbn-  of  fbra%n  seaman  now  on^yed  im. 
the  merdiant  earviee  of  the  United  States. 

I.  The  annual  statement  of  Uie  amount  of  Amerieaa 
tonnage,  on  the  81st  of  December,  1814,  which  was 
recently  laid  before  Congress,  exhibita  an  aggregate  of 
1,169,806  80-95  tons,  as  included  in  Uie  returns  made 
to  this  Department,  by  the  colleeton  of  the  enstoma; 
but  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  letter  of  the  Regie* 
ter  of  the  Treasury,  aeeompanying  that  statameul,  the 
aetaal  amount  ought  not  to  be  estimated,  on  the  80th 
(rf' December,  1814,  at  more  than  1,629,281  8&-96toaB. 

By  an  estimate  formed  from  the  retuma  of  the  col- 
lectors,  to  the  80th  of  September,  1816.  tiie  aggregate 
amount  of  the  tonnage  included  in  the  returna,  will 
be  1,863,768  62-96  tons ;  but  this  amount  is  liable  to 
a  dedactioQ,  similar  to  that  abovementioned,  and  the 
tonnage  of  American  veaaels  actually  employed,  at  the 
last  period,  mtj  be  estimated  at  about  1^17,000  tons, 
divioed  In  the  feUowing  manner: 
American  tonnage  employed  in  foitign 

trade,  about   840^000 

Do.  in  the  coasting  trade,  about  -  360^000 
Do.  in  the  fiihwiea  VlfiOO 


Tons 


1,M7,MM 


IL  The  number  of  seamen  required  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  American  vessels  may  be  computed  from  the 
crews  which  they  usually  ship,  including  officers  end 
boyF,  at  an  average  of  nearly  six  fbr  every  hundrad 
tons  Mnployed  in  Uie  foreign  and  coasting  trade,  and 
of  about  eight  for  every  hundred  tons  employed  in  At 
fisheries.  Ttus  computation  wilt  place  the  whole  num- 
ber of  seamen,  required  for  the  navigation  of  Amerieaa 
vessels,  at  about  70,000. 

Ill  and  rv.  The  number  of  American  seamen,  na- 
tive or  naturalized  citizens,  and  the  number  of  foreign 
seamen,  who  are  employed  in  the  merchant  service  of 
the  United  Statea,  cannot  be  ascertained  from  any  doc- 
uments in  tba  IVeasniy  Department.  It  is  bafisrcdf 
indeed,  that  there  does  not  exist,  anywhere^  tha  meana 
of  daasing  the  seamen  according  to  that  dtserimfna- 
tion ;  nor  of  ascertaining  their  number,  ezc^  in  tte 
genmal  mode  of  computation,  which  has  been  ad<^ted 
upon  tiie  present  occasion.  The  acts  for  the  relief  and 
protection  of  American  seamen  provide  that  the  col- 
lector of  every  district  shall  keep  a  book,  in  which, 
at  the  request  of  any  seaman,  bnog  a  citiien  of  the 
United  States,  and  producing  proof  of  Us  dtiieBship 
authenticated  in  a  manner  wfaidi  the  act  has  omittad 
to  deflns^  iis  shall  entw  the  name  of  the  applieant; 
and  dut  each  ooUedor  shall  return  a  Ust  <rf'the  seaman 
BO  reyistarad,  once  every  three  months,  to  the  Saoro- 
tary  of  ^te,  who  ia  required  to  lay  before  Congress 
an  annual  statement  of  the  returns.  It  is  also  pro* 
vided  that,  before  a  clearance  be  granted  to  any  veaael 
bound  on  a  foreign  voyage,  the  master  ^all  d^ver  to 
the  coUector  of  the  cnstoms  a  list  containing,  ss  far  aa 
he  can  asoratain,  the  namea,  places  of  birth,  and  rs^ 
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desM^  md  a  deaeripliaB  al  tha  paiaoiu  who  eompoaa 
bia  Mp'»  cotBpuiy,  fcr  whom  he  ia  boaad  to  aoeooot 
apsn  bia  ntnxn  to  Uoitod  Sutaa.  Bot  azperieoce 
haa  abown  that  naithar  the  iwiatar,  whidi  only  tn- 
ehidem  the  naaea  of  dliieiia  who  thamaalna  raqnaat 
to  he  Tegiatetad,  nor  tha  onw  liats  fluniihad  hj  tha 
maatera  of  vaaKb  ampk^ad  in  iht  foreign  trade,  apon 
general  mfiwautioD,  wSSoii  a  satiafactorj  taat  to  dia- 
tinsniah  the  natrre  from  tha  OBtonUixed  aeamen,  nor 
eren  to  djftingmah  tha  citizen  from  the  alien;  and  that 
Baidiar  can  be  rdied  on  to  aataUiah  tta  aggregate 
nambar  of  aeamen  am{4ojad  in  the  merchant  aerrioe. 

In  the  j«ar  1807  an  attempt  waa  made  to  aatimate 
Aa  jnpofflkii  ofAmgn  to  American  aaamen  mi  board 

Aaenawi  veanala;  batdubamaofthoaatiaatowaa 
tarn  naaetlM  and  hypslhalioal  to  eoBmand  eanftdenee 
ia  the  iMdt.  It  was  ttea  anppoMd  that  fmOj  the 
■xthof  the  whale  Bambar  of  aeamen  ampkyvd  in  nav- 
IgBlfng  American  ▼eaaala  wen  foreign  laimnn,  and 
mon  pantienlaxly,  that  of  the  nambaittf  aeamen  era- 
pfej«d  in  Ihe  foraign  trade*  at  laaat  one-fimrth  were 
foreigners.  There  are  reaaona  to  preaame  that  the 
fwopcMtian  of  foreign  to  American  aeamen  ii  leai  at 
thii  time  than  it  waa  in  the  year  1807.  and  dut  it  will 
become  Um  atiU,  aa  the  nationi  of  Eorope,  in  oonae- 
qnenee  of  the  general  peaee,  become  more  and  more 
tto  caunafi  (tf  their  own  impoita  and  exporta. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Fmdat,  Hirch  & 
If  r.  VABRini,  from  the  emiKttw  to  whom 

was  referred  the  rcmleikni  tDometid  the  Coasti' 
tnttoD  of  the  United  States  ao  as  to  regolate  the 
mode  of  choosing  Represen  tat  ires  to  Congress 
and  fileetors  of  President  and  Vice  Presideot 
thereof,  repotted  it  with  ameadmenu,  which  were 
md. 

Mr.  RoBBBTa,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  sobjeet  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  iaeorpo- 
raiinar  ib«  snbseribers  to  the  Omhan  Asytom  of 
the  City  of  Washiogtoa;  and  toe  bill  was  read, 
and  pawed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  farther  extending  the  time  for  issoing 
aad  loeatiog  miliiarj  land  warrants,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  aad  referred 
to  toe  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legista- 
tirc  CoBDcU  asd  House  ai  RepreseBtatins  of  the 
Uiarissippi  Territory. 

The  tesolation  to  naead  the  CoiMitoiioii  of 
the  United  Slates,  so  as  to  sobjeet  to  remoral 
from  office  the  jadgei  of  alt  the  eoaru  thereof, 
waa  read  lha  second  time. 

The  bill  toameBd  the  aet  for  regulating  the 
Post  Office  BstaUiahmeDt,  reepeeting  the  com- 
pensatton  of  postmasters,  and  to  allow  the  mem- 
Mrs  of  Congress  the  privilege  of  franking  during 
the  reeesi,  was  read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
toaselecteommiuee;  and  Messrs.  Wilson,  Rob- 
■rre.  Moaaov,  Cb&ob,  and  Thohpsoh,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  eniiiled  "Ao  ui  authorizing  and  re- 
qoiriog  the  Secreiarjr  of  State  to  isaae  letters  pat- 
eat  to  Andrew  Kurtz,  was  read  the  second  time, 
aDd  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
aad  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Roaaare,  Wil- 
aam,  km  B«owa,  waee  sppMiiMd  the  oomauitae. 


Mr.  QoLDSBOBOuaH  submitted  tha  followinf 

motion  for  consideration : 

Itaohed,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  consideratin  of 
the  NsTal  Committee,  whether  it  is  expedient  and 
pn^r  to  instmet  Ihe  Secretarj  of  the  Nvwy  to  canae 
a  fair  valoation  to  be  made  of 'the  ^p  of  war,  "  The 
Cjane,"  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  storea,  (according  to 
the  enstomsrj  mode  in  such  easra,)  uid  to  paj  to  die 
captora  th*  wtuAt  aoaonntof  andi  valnatian ;  and  that 
thej  make  rc^tort  Ihueon. 

Mr*  HoNTiB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  providing  for  the  publication 
of  the  deeisioos  of  the  Saprcma  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted State^  reported  it  with  amendmeau;  whieh 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbolfc  the  coosideraiioo  of  the  bilL  entitled  "An 
aet  making  further  prorisioo  for  military  serrieev 
during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes and, 
00  motion  by  Mr.  Willuhs,  the  further  con* 
sideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  coosiden* 
lion  of  a  bill  to  proride  a  taw  library  Cor  the  use 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

[This  bill  proposes  the  appropriation  of  fire 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  poreJiase  of  law  boolts  to 
compose  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme 
Court.] 

After  some  desnltory  debate  on  tha  modifiea- 
ti(»  of  the  details  of  this  bill,  between  Msans. 
Talbot,  Sanfokd,  Maaoii  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  WIlson,  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Mmday. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  an  aet,  emitted  "An 
act  in  relation  to  the  Nary  Pension  Fund,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  blank  baring  been 
filled  with  "  three  hnodred,"  the  bill  waa  amsnded 
by  unanimous  consent. 

jRetohed,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  aet  in  addition  loan  ut  entitled 
'An  act  in  relation  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mobbow,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish 
the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for 
satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  the  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Conti- 
nental EstaUishment,  was  postponed  nntU  Thura- 
dav  neiL 

On  moUoU}  by  Mr.  Hobbow  the  further  con- 
sideration of  uie  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  relating  to  the  elaimi 
of  Ihe  officers  and  solders  of  the  VirgiDia  line,  on 
Stale  and  Continental  Establish  me  ot,  for  bounty 
lands,  was  also  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  indemnifica- 
tioQ  of  certain  euiimants  to  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory. 

This  bill  proposes,  in  its  first  section,  to  extend 
the  time  for  filing  releases  by  claimaois;  and  ia 
the  second  regulates  the  manner  in  which  the 
claims  of  the  representatives  of  deceased  persons 
shall  he  suhstaottated,  &c. 

The  latter  section  was  struck  oul^  in  pursuance 
of  the  reeommeodatioo  of  the  select  committer 
the  ground  of  which  reeommeiuluion  waa  ex- 
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plained  by  Mr.  Taylor,  to  be  the  interference  of 
this  provUioD  with  the  peculiar  powers  of  State 
governmeots  cod  courts,  in  relation  to  descents 
and  the  distribution  of  estates. 

Thus  amended,  (be  biU  was,  without  opposition, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  ibird  reading. 

CASE  OP  GEORGE  BOSSIER. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  G^eorge  Kossier  was 
then  taken  up.  The  bill  proposes  to  indemnify 
the  above  named  person  for  the  loss  of  two  Trea- 
sury notes  of  a  thousand  dollars  transmitted  by 
mail,  on  the  exhibition  of  auffieieat  evidence  that 
the  same  have  not  been  paid  or  funded,  and  on 
giving  security  to  indemnify  the  United  States 
from  loss  from  their  future  appearance. 

Messrs  Sanford  and  Dagobtt  supported  this 
bill.  Mr.  Roberts  suggested,  as  a  ground  of  op- 
position to  the  bill,  that  this  was  a  case  standing 
on  the  same  footing  as  other  cases  of  losses  by 
the  mail,  for  which  the  United  States  could  not 
be  expected  to  be  liable.  To  which  Mr.  San- 
FORn  replied,  showing  the  distinction,  and  addu- 
cing analogous  cases  to  show  not  only  the  equity, 
but  the  precedents  of  such  a  eoiKse  as  that  pro- 
posed by  the  bill. 

For  the  purpose  of  further  consideration,  the 
bill  was  postponed  to  Tuesday. 

CLAIM  OF  COLONEL  THOMPSON. 

Th«  Senate  took  up  the  bill,  reported  by  a  select 
oommittee.for  therehrfof  John  Thompson.  The 
bill  proposes  to  allow  to  Colonel  Thompson  in- 
terest on  a  claim  for  Revolutionary  services,  the 
principal  of  which  was  granted  to  him  by  an  act 
of  Congress  in  1812. 

Some  investigation  took  place  on  the  merit  of 
the  claimjwhico  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Rob- 
erts and  Fromentin,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Varnom,  Tgrnbr,  Dagoett,  Macor,  Kirg,  Ma- 
son of  New  Hampshire,  and  Tatlor. 

If  the  claim  was  just,  as  Congress  had  here- 
tofore decided,  it  was  said,  it  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed in  full ;  and  such,  it  was  argued,  was  the 
intention  of  the  Congress,  but  not  the  construc- 
tioa  at  the  Treasury,  in  the  act  which  did  pass. 
On  the  other  hand  it  was  said,  that  an  allowance 
b^  any  Congress  to  any  claimant,  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  in  fall,  aiid  coDclosive  of  what  was 
joatly  doe ;  and  in  this  case  it  was  moreover  said, 
that  the  claim  itself  had  been  of  a  doabtful  char- 
acter,  having  been  rejected  more  than  once  before 
it  at  last  succeeded.  To  which  it  was  replied, 
besides  defending  the  justice  of  the  claim,  that 
the  foraaer  decisioD  of  Congress  in  its  (mvor  pre- 
eladed  that  question. 

The  qaestion  was  taken,  after  much/ debate,  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  5,  nays  15, 
as  follows : 

YiAi — Messrs.  Chsc^  Momnr,  Reberti^  Sanford, 
and  Tsit 

Nats— Messrs.  Condit,  Dwgett,  Dana,  GuUtH, 
OiMriMRoiigb,  Hantar,  King,  Maoen,  Mmmk^  New 
BampaUre,  Bnggjas,  Ti^lor,  Tiohanor,  Tninnr*  Yn- 
vmtt  Wells,  WiUiuna,  and  Wflssn. 


MoNDAV,  March  11. 

Mr.  RoBEHTH  presented  the  memorial  of  Ferdi- 
nando  Fairfax,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  oppos- 
iog  the  extension  of  the  patent  of  thelate  Robert 
Fulton,  as  the  inventor  ofa  method  of  navigating 
vessels  by  the  agency  of  fire  and  sieam,  as  prayed 
for  by  Harriet  Fulton,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
memorial;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  preseated  the  petition  of  Williaia 
Radcliff  and  others,  of  the  city  of  New  Tork, 

E raying  the  payment  certain  debentures,  which 
as  been  suspended  by  order  of  the  Treasury  De- 
fttrtment  of  the  United  States,  as  slated  in  the 
tition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consider  and  report  therem  by  biU 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Sanford,  Brown,  and 
Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Daooett  presented  the  meisorial  oi  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of 
Washington,  praying  a  charter  <}f  incorporation, 
for  reasons  slated  in  the  memorial;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Carrency. 

Mr.  RuGQLEs  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruolved,  That  a  committee  be  Appointed  te  inquire 
into  th«  eipedienej  of  making  proTision  for  ■it^nj 
the  location  of  the  road  laid  out  from  the  foot  of  the 
rapids  of  the  Miami  river  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Conneeticat  ResNve,  so  that  the  said 
road  may  poM  through  Uie  reserratuHi  of  two  aiiles 
square  on  the  Saadusky  river ;  and  also,  whether 
and  what  further  provisions  are  ueceasaiy  to  be  made 
for  the  surveying  and  sale  of  the  public  lutds  adjoiniag 
on  the  aibreaaid  road. 

The  bill  incorporating  the  subscribers  to  the 
Orphan  Asylum  of  the  City  of  Washington,  was 
read  the  second  lime. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative* 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  change  the  mod*  of 
compensation  to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Reprewntatives,  and  the  Delegates  from 
Territories;*'  also,  a  bill  entitled  "An  aet  for  the 
relief  of  Gustavus  Loomts in  whieh  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,aBd 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 
The  following  Message  was  received  fron  the 

PREBIDBNT  OP  TBE  UnITBD  StATBS: 

To  the  Smote  and  Houae  of 

Representaiivet  of  the  United  State*. • 
I  lay  before  Congress  a  statement  of  tiie  miltlia  of 
the  United  States,  according  to  the  latest  relvos  iw> 
ceived  by  the  Department  of  War. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Mabch  9,  1816. 

The  Message  and  statcmeot  were  read. 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  fin 
making  further  provision  for  military  servioea 
during  the  late  war.  was  taken  up ;  and,  the  ques- 
tion Ming  about  to  be  put  whether  it  ahottld  be 
read  a  thud  time- 
Mr.  Wiuon  ■nnonaeed  his  intention  to  move 
an  anenftnunt  to  the  bill,  by  introdneiig  a  pnm* 
aion  wUckhe  nadentaoa  hiul  iniled  in  thei^ian 
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•f  R^mcnti-tiTes,  bof  wMeb,  ta  his  optoiOB, 
poblicjaftin,gratiud^ui4feeltei;  r«quir«l  to  be 
■iHpiiil  He  tbeD  read  ibc  eketcb  of  »  new  tee- 
lum  to  allow  domtioDs  of  kad,  in  prof>ortioD  to 
tAHnr  Tuk,  to  the  t^eera  deraBged  by  the  late 
podaetioQ  of  lie  Anajr-  To  aMettam  wbelkcr 
the  Swate  woirfd  be  willing  to  reeeive  an  amend- 
■eat  of  litis  ctetaoter,  he  moved  to  imipaoe  tba 
bill  till  to-aamnr.  TJMpoaiponeaatMwBiagvaod 
to. 

Tba  SMMie  mxi  toek  «p  the  UU  to  estirtiUih 
a  Lav  JUbnry  at  the  Seal  of  QovernmeDt,  for 
thenif  rtTtheaoyeBwCeimafthelJDind  Staiaa. 
There  waa  aone  debate  m  tbii  aObjeet,  not  in 
^ipoiiiiMi  to  the  pnmalra  of  law  boMi  fu  the 
pmpaao  deiigaated  aa  well  as  for  dn  we  of  Con* 
mm,  bat  en  n  molba  of  Mr.  Wiwok  to  a»cad 
tba  biU  bf  tfiildnj;  o«  lo  mneh  tbcrtef  u  pro- 
pas  m  piaco  the  Jaw  boeJn  to  ba  porehaaed  in 
M  f  ifear  ■rfawir  from  the  gaotfri  &mrf ; 
iH^ich  was  oegatired,  13  to  8. 

Tba  bill  wai  ordered  to  a  third  yeadiag.  [The 
aMH'0|)tialioB  propoaed  in  the  biU  to  be  apahed 
I*  Its  ofaieei  at  this  Uaie  i*  fire  thousand  doUars.] 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  M.  EVtcbea,  which 
came  fumi  the  Repreeeaaative  Hall,  was  ooxt  coa- 
iiidf  >r  i  ;  aad  after  a  doe  eanlaaaiion  by  Mr.  Hnw- 
TBB  of  its  object,  (to  autborize  a  settlemeat  of 
Mr.  Forbes^  aoeoaal  for  iatcicBt  aad  difiaience 
oFcxeha^eof  money  paid  in  Suiope  for  the  sop- 

Cn  of  diitrawBd  aeamen)  the  bill  waa  ofdcfod  to 
nad  •  tkM  time. 

Thm  faiU  eoaeetaiof  the  Bisttict  of  Colvmbfa 
(nnaeii^  the  istradnttiottof  alms  item  adjoin- 
ing  Btatesl  wa^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Luocr,  post' 
pamofl  to  rttday. 

The  Benau  leenmed  tkm  eoasidemtien  of  the 
veport  af  the  Committee  oa  Military  Afiairs^ 
lAc  petitioa  of  the  represeatalivee  of*^  Ignaoe  De- 
)mo }  and  an  motioa.  hf  Bfr.  William^  tht  fiir> 
ther  eonsideralion  tbcfeef  wna  peMpoiwd  niil 
Mendny  ae«L 

The  JPnmmHT  commenieated  a  report  of  the 
fieateiary  fee  the  Dcaartment  of  War,  made  in 
obediene  lo  the  reecMtion  of  the  Senate  oi  the 
7lh  iutanl.  OB  the  aMSKNoal  the  hfayor  and 
CamnoM  Goanea  of  ilweitf  oTNew  York;  and 
the  lepert  w«s  read. 

The  bill  proriding  for  the  pnblieation  of  the 
deeiaioBs  in  ihe  Supnaae  Ceuri  of  the  United 
Btnlee,  was  eonsidered,  amended,  and  ordered  to 
te  engtmsid  far  a  third  teadinK  [The  bill  pro- 
poaaa  ta  aUaw  to  a  Reporter  of  the  daeUioH  ttf 
iba  Sopmme  Coan,  one  tfaeasnad  doUan  per  an- 
snm,  provided  the  said  dcotsiom  be  published 
within  MX  membs  after  the  a«Hoorament  each 
year,  and  fifty  copies  thereof  deliTered  free  of 
ofaHge  to  the  Seerelay  of  Smi^  to  be  dietribvted 
aa  prescribed  by  the  biU.] 

The  Sennte  rcwiBMd,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  diridii^  the  State  of  PeaosyWa- 
jua  into  two  jndioiaJ  dMnets ;  and,  on  motion  by 
lir.LAOOCKftbe  coneideration  thereof  was  Anther 
poatponed  aaiU  Friday  ncgct. 

The  Senate  lesamed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whola^  the  cenrndamneB  of  the  mohiiioB  to 


amend  the  Conttilntioa  of  (he  United  States,  that 
the  jodges  of  all  the  eoarta  thereof  sball  be  sub> 

Sst  toremoral  fromofiee;  and,oo  motion  by 
r.  Lacoce,  on  the  farther  eoosideratioa  thereof 
was  poetpooed  to,  aod  made  the  wder  of  the  day 
iot  Honaay  next. 

TAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  further  sopplementary  to  the  aet  eiH 
tilled  "An  act  proridiog  for  the  iodemnifiealion 
of  certain  claimants  of  pnUie  lands  in  the  Mia- 
sissiroi  Territory."  was  read  a  ibird  time. 

The  blank  for  the  day  to  which  the  time  fat 
filing  release  is  extended,  was,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
TATLoa,  filled  with  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next. 

The  blank  for  the  additional  compensation  to 
each  of  the  oemmissionerB  appointed  to  adjust 
these  ekhns,  and  to  the  seeretary  of  ihc  board, 
in  ttonsidcration  of  the  farther  acrrieet  icqnini 
of  them,  waa  next  to  be  filled. 

Mr.  Tatlar,  after  a  compUmeai  to  the  taleat, 
auiduity,  and  integrtty  of  the  board,  aB««lliog  for 
a  compeaaation  lasger  than  they  ha4  hitherto 
been  allowed,  aod  more  adequate  lo  the  servioea 
rendered  by  theoii  mored  to  fill  the  blank  wiA 
$1,500  i  whieh  waa  agreed  to  withont  n  diriaion. 

And  thus  nmende^  the  IdU  was  passed  and 
aeni  lo  the  House  of  RepresantatiTea. 

FOT.TOK'S  PATBNT. 
The  bfU  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  ehil* 
dren  of  Robert  Fallon,  decetsed,  was  next  taken 

np: 

Mr.  Kmo  proposed  to  postpone  it  to  Wcdna^ 
day ;  Mr.  Robebts  to  recommit  it. 

Kn  the  little  debate  which  took  place,  Mr.  Ron* 
EBTB  referred  to  the  memorial  ihts  morning  pre- 
sented, aa  affording  a  reason  why  the  bill  shoaU 
not  pass,  or  at  least  should  receive  reconsidera- 
tion m  committee ;  he  also  lacideDtally  remarked 
that  there  was  no  such  evidence  of  cost  in  per- 
fecting  the  ioventiofi,  or  want  of  profit  from  the 
use  of  it,  as  would  support  the  claim  for  an  ex- 
tension of  the  patent,  To  which  Mr.  Kuia 
replied,  that  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the 
original  patent  was  ooe  wholly  of  a  judicial  nft> 
tute ;  it  was  ooe  in  regard  to  which  Congresa 
coold  neither  take  away  or  confer  privileges— 
the  bill  could  extend  no  rights  not  vested  by  the 
patent,  dtc,  and  all  questions  arising  out  or  tlae 
priority  of  iaventioo,  dbc.  belonged  and  must  re- 
main with  the  courts  of  justice.  Mc.  Wilsom 
favored  eommitmeat,  though  favorable  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  pateot. 

Mr.  KiMG  having  withdrawn  his  motion  for 
postponement^  the  bill  was  recommitted  to 
Messrs.  Kma,  Morbow,  Daqoettj  Cbaci,  and 

ROBBBTB. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  amendment  proposed  to  the  Coastitntioii, 
requiring  the  election  of  Electors  and  Represent- 
atives of  Congress  to  be  made  in  all  the  States 
by  districts,  was  taken  up ;  and  the  qacition  atated 
on  ordering  it  lo  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Laooob  expressed  his  aorpriee  that  a  pro- 
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pmitioD  for  tmettdiog  the  Cooilitation  ihoald  be 
•oli^hUjr  treated  is  not  to  have  bad  a  dajr  astigned 
for  lis  discQsaion.  He  tboagbt  it  required  more 
deliberation ;  and  therefore  moved  to  poetpoae  it 
aod  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  Moodajr. 

Mr.  Dana  professed  his  reaaioess  to  vote  oo 
the  i^aestioD  at  ooce,  with  the  hope  that  the  pro- 
posiuoTi  would  be  rejected.  It  seemed  to  him  to 
be  iotroduciog  a  sort  of  bed  of  Procrustes,  to  de- 
clare that,  because  it  was  coDTeuient  for  one  State 
to  elect  its  Electors  aad  Represeutatires  bf  dis- 
tricta,  all  the  other  States,  conTCDtent  or  not, 
flbootd  be  compelled  to  do  the  same. 

Without  further  debate,  the  postponement  was 
■greed  to. 

Tdisdat,  March  12. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  respeeuDg  the  late  officers  and  crew  of  the 
sloop  of  war  Wasp;  and  the  bill  was  read  aud 
passed  10  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolation,  yesterday  moved  by  Mr. 
RoooLES : 

Saohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  toioqnire 
into  the  ezpedisDCT  of  making  pronrion  for  alteriog  Um 
location  of  die  road  lud  ont  ftom  the  fiwt  of  the  rajMs 
of  the  Miami  rim  and  Laks  Krie  to  the  weMem 
boimdaij  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  so  that  the  said 
road  may  pass  through  the  TMervation  of  two  miles 
■qnare  on  the  Sandusky  river ;  and  also  whsUtei  any 
nnd  what  Anther  provisions  are  necessary  to  be  mads 
Ibr  Ike  surf  eying  and  sale  of  the  public  lands  adjoining 
on  the  sfDresaid  road. 

This  question  gave  rise  to  some  discussion. 
Mr.  Kino  moved  to  refer  the  resolve  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  consid' 
er  and  report  thereon.  This  motion  was  sop- 
ported  by  nimself,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Rdo* 
OLEs,  MoRBOw,  Tait,  and  Tatloh  ;  the  field  of 
debate  of  course  very  limited,  the  question  being 
only  as  to  the  mode  of  making  an  inquiry.  The 
motion  of  Mr.  King  was  negatived. 

The  resolve,  as  above,  was  agreed  to;  and 
Messrs.  RooaLES,  Ktno.  and  Morbow,  appointed 
a  committee  accordingly. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ous- 
fBTUs  LoomiV*  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
M.  Forbes,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbbts,  the  memorial  of 
Ferdinaodo  Fairfax,  presented  the  11th  instant, 
was  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare 
passed  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  certain 
privileges,  as  therein  menlioned,  to  Bernard 
Bdme  Verjon,"  with  amendmenia;  in  which 
ibey  request  the  eooearrenee  of  theBeaaie;aad 
thac  they  have  also  puwd  •  UU  eatitied  "An  act 
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for  the  relief  of  Jt^n  T.  Wirtj"  in  which  ihsf 
request  the  conetirrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  meotiooed  was  read,  and  puMd 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  th« 
relief  of  John  Holker,  formerly  Coasal  Geaaml 
of  France  to  the  United  Slates ;  and  the  bill  wu 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  considet 
the  amendmenia  of  the  House  of  Representativea 
to  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  extend  entaiBprir- 
ileges,  as  therein  meDiioned,  to  Bernard  fifdmc 
Verion."  Wbercapoa, 

Kmohtcl,  That  they  ooneor  thereiB. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  making  farther  provision  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war.  and  for 
other  porposes  j  and  on  motion,  b^  Mr.  Rooolhl 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponea 
nntil  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  law  library  at  the  seat 
of  Government,  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
the  blank  filled  with  "two  thousand." 

Betolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  titla 
thereof  be  "An  act  eoneernug  the  library  of  Coa* 
gresa."- 

The  bill  proridiDg  for  the  pnblieatton  o£  the 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unttad 
Stales  was  reail  a  third  time,  and  pasted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  M.  Rosiier  (in  the 
case  lost  Treasary  notes)  waa  farther  eoaaid- 
ered,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  after  ddmlei 
by  a  rote  of  15  to  II. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Female  Orphan  Asylum  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, was  taVeo  up.  Its  beDevolent  objects  were 
explained,  its  utility  warmly  anticipated,  and  the 
motives  of  its  iostitutors  justly  viewed  by  Bfr. 
RoBGBTB.  No  further  debate  took  place,  except 
a  question  by  Mr.  Wilbon  as  to  the  number  of 
children  now  fostered  by  it ;  to  which  Mr.  Rob- 
bbts replied  that  the  present  number  was  seven. 

Ob  the  question  to  engross  the  bill  for  a  third 
readioj^  tfaere  were  for  the  bill  12,  a^nst  it  13. 
The  President  (Mr.  Oaillabd)  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrasaed 
for  a  third  reading. 

COMPENSATION  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  Houaeof  Reiffesentatirea,te 
change  the  mode  of  compensation  of  the  Son- 
tors,  Delegates,  and  Representatives  in  Congreae, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Taylob  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance. 

Mr.  Bibs  opposed  the  refereaee.  The  prin- 
ciples embraced  In  the  bill  were  not,  he  said, 
of  a  complicated  nature,  bat  such  as  might  be 
determined  without  the  formality  of  a  reference 
to  a  committee.  He  confessed,  that  the  bill  was 
not  exactly  in  the  shape  which  he  ahoold  pre- 
fer; but,  as  he  thonfht  it  had  decided  advatu 
tagea  over  the  presat  ayatem  and  nte  of  com. 
peuatioo,  he  ehoohl  nte  for  it  an  it  stoodf  asd 
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agatMl  »nj  amttBdmeat  whieh  shoatd  be  pro- 
poMd.  He  shoald  role  agtiost  aoy  anwDdweDt, 
he  Mid,  bce«Die  of  the  peculiar  delieacf  of  Ike 
sobject;  and  coiuideriDg  tbat  the  bill  bad  b«eo 
proposed  bjr  the  Hoase  of  RepreseftlatiTes,  so 
maeh  the  mosi  ooineroiia  bratteh  of  the  L^isia- 
Uire,  be  waseawtiliog  to  bare  any  cootrorerBy 
witb  thai  HottM  abooi  it.  Ameodmenis  might 
bcnafter  be  made  by  a  sapplcmenlary  bil^  if 
foiud  ocoeMtr;  Id  the  eourae  of  the  operatioD  of 
tbe  i^ieffl. 

Mr.  Tatlor  said,  tbat  the  coarse  which  he 
had  proposed,  was  not  differeat  from  tbat  gene- 
nUy  given  to  every  bill  coming  from  tbe  House. 
It  was  the  proper  eoorse  lo  be  pursued,  for  a 
■variety  of  reasons :  Suppose  tbe  salaries  of  other 
officers  of  the  Qoverameni  should  be  thought  in- 
eompetent,  tbe  Committee  of  Finance  might  pro- 
pose amendmenu  to  the  bill  calculated  also  to 
iBclade  them;  for,  he  iotimaltd,  the  passage 
of  a  Ull  to  eompeasate  oorselres  aloae,  seemed 
to  be  too  close  an  observance  of  tbe  old  bat  piiby 
ada^,  charity  begins  at  home.  Our  foreign 
Ministers,  he  said,  receired,  besides  their  outfit,  a 
salary  of  nine  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  them 
to  make  a  display  abroad :  it  would  seem,  by  tbe 
distinction  io  favor  of  foreign  Mimstcn,  in  this 
respect,  as  if  Congress  did  not  care  what  appear- 
aaee  our  great  wieexs  of  the  Governmeot  ex- 
hibited at  hon^  under  our  owa  eyes,  Mr.  T. 
said,  he  was  not  opposed  lo  the  increase  of  com- 
pensation of  the  members  of  the  Lwislature,  and 
•h«wU  rote  for  this  bill,  if  so  altered  as  lo  make 
lb*  aompeosatioQ  compatible  with  the  reasons 
npon  which  the  proposed  increase  was  obviously 
foaoded.  la  order  to  let  tbe  people  know  that 
their  interests  were  consulted  as  much,  where  we 
are  eosoerned,  said  he,  as  in  other  cases,  I  wish 
the  bill  to  lake  the  nsoal  oeorse  of  refereoce  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  there  was  certainly  something 
due  to  the  delicacy  of  seotimeat  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  which  had  induced 
him  to  make  this  motion.  It  being  at  all  times  a 
nauer  of  delicacy  lo  act  on  questions  cooeerning 
oar  own  compenaatioB,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  did  not 
wonder  thai,  in  his  anxiety  to  avoid  error  on 
the  eaa  ade,  h«  should  bend  over  too  far  in  tbe 
other  directioo.  In  reference  to  the  laws  here- 
tofore passed  GO  these  subjects,  be  said,  be  found 
it  bad  not  been  thought  at  all  aeeessary  to 
«<»Dbine  the  compeasatioB  of  Executive  and 
Lcjgislative  officers;  nor  did  he  see  why  the 
meaabers  of  Congress  should  measure  their  c<Hn- 
penaation  by  that  of  other  officers  of  tbe  Qorern- 
meni.  This  qae«iioD  was  one  separate  and  dis- 
tinct; it  was  a  question  of  its  own  character,  he 
said,  aad  oogbt  to  sund  alone.  He  wat,  there- 
fore, opposed  to  eonnitmeut  in  order  to  amend 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Gahpbbli.  said,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
oaittee  or  Finanee.  he  was  not  aware  tbat  that 
Committee  eould  gire  any  ioformatioa  to  the 
Seoaie  on  the  subject  of  this  bill,  which  would 
enable  it  to  act  better  than  they  conld  withont  it. 
Tbe  pcinoipWof  the  biU^  he  said,  waa  a  naked 


one,  whether  the  eompensation  of  the  members 
should  or  should  not  be  increased ;  the  question 
in  relation  to  tbe  maoaer  of  compensation  was 
also  a  single  question.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  felt  in  so 
great  a  degree  the  delicacy  which  had  been  ad- 
verted to,  that  he  would  not  say  much  on  this 
subject.  As  to  the  argument  that  the  salaries  of 
some  other  officers  of  Ch>TernmeDt  require  an 
iooTeasCf  he  was  not  disposed  to  deny  the  fact ; 
but,  in  addition  to  tbe  reply  ibat  it  was  not  ne- 
eeasary  to  cmaect  that  question  with  the  one 
now  before  the  Senate,  he  said,  the  salaries  of 
those  officers  had  been  raised  since  the  compea- 
sation  of  tbe  members  of  Coo|;ress  bad  Men 
fixed.  Mr.  G  did  not  profess  himself  to  be  an 
advocate  for  the  manner  of  compensation  pro- 
posed by  Ibis  bill ;  he  bad  serious  doubts  so  tbe 
subject ;  but  he  thought  proper  to  state,  tbat  this 
measure,  having  been  adopted  by  tbe  other  House, 
which  is  considered  geoeralty  as  immediately  re- 
sponsible to  the  people  for  its  acts,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  which  pride  themselves  on  being  tbe 
purse-holders  of  tbe  nation,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  this  House  was  relieved  from  the  necessity 
of  probing  tbe  subject  as  closely  as  it  might 
otherwise  be  pn^.  Not,  he  said,  that  he  ihoaght 
tbat  the  Senate  was  at  ail  bound  by  their  vote,  bat 
in  this  respect  tbe  other  House  was  at  least  aa 
rcspoDsible  as  this.  Tbe  present  eompensaiioo 
to  the  members  of  Congress,  he  was  convinced, 
was  entirely  too  low,  if  it  was  intended  that  they 
should  have  a  eompensation  anything  like  com* 
petent  to  pay  their  necessary  expenses.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  refereoce  altogether;  if  conmit- 
ted,  he  hoped  it  would  be  to  another  committee 
than  tbat  which  had  been  named. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  said,  the  question  embraced  by 
this  bill  was  one  which  be  should  be  always  dis- 
posed to  leave  with  the  other  house.  He  wonld 
not  imtrfere,  be  said,  to  prevent  that  compensa- 
tion which  they  should  deem  adequate  to  their 
services.  He  felt  no  relnetance  in  contendinA 
and  contending  earnestly,  with  the  House  m 
Representative^  on  questions  such  as  that  of  tbe 
extent  of  the  treaty-making  power,  tbe  expedi- 
ency and  amount  of  a  land-tax ;  indeed,  on  any 
question  of  a  general  natore;  but,  he  said,  theee 
was  an  innate  delieacy  iu  the  Senate's  nnderlak* 
ing  to  say  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
should  not  have  a  sort  of  control  over  ques- 
tions like  this.  He  was,  therefore^  disposed  W 
take  a  bill  of  this  nature,  and  pass  it  as  soon  as, 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  House,  it  could  be 
done,  and  to  have  little  said  about  it.  If  they 
had  even  increased  the  compensation  still  further, 
or  if  tbey  had  thought  fit  to  diminish  it,  he  should 
not  have  thought  it  neeessary,  for  his  part,  to  say 
a  word  about  it. 

Mr.  Macon  did  not  consider  this  as  a  question 
of  compeasatioD.  The  question  now  to  be  con- 
sidered was,  whether  tbe  bill  was  calculated  lo 
carry  itself  into  execution.  In  this  view  it  was 
necessary  to  commit  it,  rather  than  with  a  view 
to  any  facts  or  principles  connected  with  it.  The 
details  of  the  bill  ought  to  be  examined,  in  order 
to  see  whether  any  rule  eould  he  devised  which 
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woald  suit  better  tbaa  that  embraced  bjr  Uw  bill. 
Oeadenaea  who  ooosidered  ibis  bill  so  perfect 
tbat  it  ought  not  to  be  tmobed,  so  plain  tbat  he 
who  ruBs  maf  read,  woald  of  ceane  rote  against 
eDmmUmrat.  He  caofessed  that  ha  bad  not 
faiaself  ibot  distinet  riew  of  it.  What  relates 
to  oaraelTes,  be  said,  oogbt  more  tbaa  anythinc 
die  be  made  so  plain,  that  no  doubt  coald  attend 
tL  He  sboMid,  thcreibrc,  vote  to  commit  this 
bill,  bclienog  it  migfat  be  improved.  As  ta  tbe 
nifhts  of  the  two  Hoaies,  Mr.  M.  said,  thejr  wees 
•fOAL  fiaeh  House  had  on  sndi  a  avMeet  ilw 
HUB*  rights  «  iJm  otber.  The  prasampuon  was, 
attd  on  tbac  grmd  they  oo^t  to  piocted}  that 
if  Ibis  House  shooU  make  a  bfll  from  the  otbtr 
Botue  better  than  as  it  cane  from  them,  tbc 
House  of  Beprcseniativcs  would  ooaeur  ia  the 
■Bendmeat.  This  was  the  general  praetiee; 
md,  ia  adbenag  to  it,  be  did  noc  see  how  the 
S«iiftie  oould  be  plaoed  in  a  delicate  sitnisoB  in 
relation  to  tbe  otacr  House; 

Mr.  Chaob  was  alao  io  favor  of  the  commit- 
meat  of  this  htU.  He  did  not  sec,  be  said,  whj 
f  efitlem«n  sbo«ld  be  ready  to  throw  the  berdeo 
of  this  measare  (if  a  burden  it  was)  on  the  sbould- 
fi»  of  tbe  House  of  Representatives.  As  r^rds 
tbe  cate  of  oompensatieo  generaltr,  every  man 
mvoA  act  on  it^  be  said,  from  his  own  conviction. 
Mr.  C.  was  hiaaadf  clearly  of  opinioa  that  this 
bill  «»Bl«d  eoaoidcrabte  amendsBent.  It  had 
baM  vet  but  a  abort  time  under  consideration. 
He  Bsfead,  whether  it  was  a  lair  way  of  legisla- 
tion, when  a  bill  was  manifeaily  inperfect,  to  in- 
aiait«B  pawing  it,  with  a  view  of  perfeciiag  it  by 
a  aH^fiuneutary  btlL  as  bad  beeo  intimated? 
Was  it  not  best,  be  asced,  to  make  the  bill  perftet 
at  first?  Why  a£raid,  be  asked,  to  approach  a 
bill  of  this  character?  Why  regard  it  as  a  raeas- 
are  bcariag  tbe  isjancUoa  not*  me  langenl  The 
Coastitnttoa  and  rodes  of  proeCsding,  he  admit- 
ted, did  seem  to  give  to  tbe  other  House  tbe 
lower  of  originating  money  bills;  but,  on  a  qnes- 
tiott  of  this  kind,  he  did  not  see  wby  this  House 
should  not  be  uader  the  same  obligation  as  the 
other  to  oamine  critically  bills  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  SufVOKD  said,  in  the  coarse  of  a  few  re 
marks  on  this  sufaricet,  that  this  bill  should  be 
tMuled  aa  alt  other  bills  were.  It  was  almost  a 
matter  of  eonrte  an  all  bills  to  refer  tbe  subject 
lliereoi;on  the  uMionttf  a  UMmber,  toaeommit- 
Me  for  examination.  He  wished  lo  know,  as  r«- 

Girded  bis  vote,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  this 
U;- whether  it  would  increaso  tbe  rateofcom- 
pcfisaiioD  of  members,  as  well  as  change  the 
■ode  ?  He  wished,  in  short,  to  see  this  bill  Uke 
the  eenrse  of  all  other  bills. 

Mr.  Daka  again  rose,  and  showed,  that  tboagh 
tbe  practice  was  to  refer  bills  on  their  second 
reading,  it  was  to  examine  tbe  bcariag  of  the 
bHls.  This  bill,  be  said,  embraced  principles,  tbe 
extent  of  which  coald  be  seen  with  a  single  east 
of  the  eye.  It  had  no  com^ilex  deuils;  it  re- 
pealed  no  former  acts  requiring  a  eomparisoa 
and  examination  of  esntiag  laws,  &e.  He  did 
Dot,  for  these  and  other  reanos,  deem  it  aeeCBttry 
to  commit  the  blU. 


The  question  on  eonmitmcat  was  decided  tn 
tbe  acgativ^-yeaa  ft,  says  8S,  as  foUowa : 

TiAS— Means.  Obaoe,  King,  MacoR,  Morrow,  Ru^ 
glM,  Ssafind,  Taylor,  Tamam,  and  Wibon. 

NAre— Msssn.  Bany,  Bfbb,  Brown,  OaanlHlU 
Condk,  Daggett,  Daaa,  Gaittazd,  Gore,  Hors^,  How- 
eOt  Hantsr,  Laooek,  Mason  odf  Mew  Hai^ahira^  Asfc- 
etts.  Tkibot.  Tkitp  ThomsMfi,  Tkhsun^  Tiimiii. 
WeDs,  and  Wittiams. 

And  then,  oa  nation,  tW  Seaala  uijowmt4 

until  to-morrow. 


WiminaDaT,  Uarok  13. 

Tbe  bill  to  establish  a  system  of  nangation  for 
tbe  United  States,  was  read  tbe  second  thoe,  and 
00  notion.  1^  jMr.  Dama,  the  ftarcber  considera- 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday,  the  25tb  instant. 

Tlie  bill  respecting  the  late  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop-of-war  Wasp  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Holker,  fomerly^ 
Consul  Gkneral  of  France  to  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of  John 
T.  Wirt,"  was  read  tbe  second  tioke,  and  on  mo* 
tioa,  by  Mr.  RoBmra,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Wiu.iAHS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  wbom  was  referred  tbe  bill  rati- 
tled  *'An  act  fbr  the  relief  of  Gustaviu  Loomia,** 
reported  it  withont  ameodment. 

Mr.  RoBiBTB,  fron  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  authoi^ing 
aad  requiring  the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  let* 
ters  patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz,"  reported  it  witk- 
ottt  amendment. 

The  following  Message  was  reeetred  ft«m  the 
Pbisibent  or  tub  Uh itbd  States  : 

To  the  Senate  aad  House  of 

S^rreKtttativet  of  the  thiited  Statet  .- 
I  hybelbfe  Congress  a  report  «f  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury,  containiog  a  statement  of  proceedinss  under 
ttu  act  to  regnltfe  die  laying  out  and  making  a  n»d 
fnm  Cumberland,  ia  the  8m«  of  Maryland,  ta  the 
StaU  of  Ohio,  with  a  stetsnMUt  of  past  appropriatiMs, 
and  an  estiBiala  of  zeonirad  upvoarialions. 

iAMJBS  MADISON. 

MAaea  1%  1816. 

Tbe  Hesatge  and  statemeaCs  therein  nfbmd 
to  were  read. 

Tbe  Senate  reenmcd  tbe  considmtion  of  the 
motion  made  tbe  18th  inalant,  for  referring  to  tba 
consideration  of  the  Naval  Committee  the  expe- 
diency of  caosing  a  fair  valuation  to  ba  made  of 
the  ship  of  war  "The  Cyaae,"  and  to  pav  to  tbe 
captors  the  aoomti^ sueb  valuation ;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  Roaster  and 
others  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HABPxa,  the  bill  to  limit  tbe 
right  of  appeal  from  the  circuit  conn  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
therooa ;  and  Mr.  HAnpsn,  Mr,  Talbot,  and  Mr. 
GauMioaacaa,  ware  appointed  tbe  committee. 
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WABHIMaTON  rBKALS  ORPHAN  A8TLVH. 

Tbe  mgroaaad  lull  to  iaeorporale  the  rabscti- 
ben  to  the  WmshiDgioo  Fenale  Orphan  AsylDm 
wu  T««d  ft  third  lime. 

lb.  HjkRvsB  asBigned  the  reasoDs  why  he  sfaoatd 
Tot«  asmiuit  the  bill.  If  he  were  to  judge  of  this 
queatioD  bjr  tbe  respectabilitr  of  the  names  cod- 
Meted  with  it,  or  by  the  objects  of  the  instiM- 
tion  ambiaeed  in  the  bill,  he  eertainlf  ahonld  rote 
foT  the  bfU ;  bftt  it  woald  be  such  n  rarialion  from 
the  whole  coarse  apd  scope  of  onr  laws,  that  he 
w»  ebKyed  to  rote  asaiiut  it.  Nothing,  he  said, 
e«ild  be  more  hmdaUe  than  sveh  assoetatioos, 
bac  he  snbeiined  whether  their  incoiporaiion  by 
law  was  at  all  neeessary  to  enable  them  to  per- 
fect their  object.  Was  this  strange  anomaly  In 
law,  of  a  body  politic  composed  of  married  wo- 
men,  at  all  necessary  to  the  objects  of  the  iastitn- 
don  7  He  could  aot  see  tt.  If  the  ofajeei  was  to 
enable  the  iastitution  to  acquire  real  property,  it 
coqM  be  aecomfrftshed,  he  said,  without  an  act  of 
isewporation  :  a  simple  deed  of  tmsl  would 
asewer  the  purpose  very  well,  Ac. 

Mr.  RoBBSTS  sustained  tbe  bill.  If  a  penoo 
were  to  die  and  leare  property  to  the  institution, 
aalesa  in  a  corporate  form,  it  could  not  inherit  it. 
Thb  charter,  ne  said,  was  a  grant  of  but  little 
■anitnde:  it  was  such  a  pririlege  as,  in  many 
otw  Stales,  the  courts  were  anthorized  to  grant, 
aader  proper  restriclio&fi.  As  to  the  alleged  dot- 
dtj  of^ tbe  proposirioo,  it  might  be  nev  in  regard 
to  this  District,  because  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress for  it  had  beeo  very  limited ;  but  similar 
acts  were  to  be  found  on  the  statute  books  of  some 
of  tbe  States.  Tbe  charter  would  gire  no  priri- 
legc  nor  sanction  any  abuse.  It  would  enable  the 
trustees  of  a  praiseworthy  institution  to  seetire,  in 
the  most  eligible  and  farorable  manner,  the  appli- 
cation of  soch  means  as  may  be  giren  by  bener- 
olent  persons  to  the  benerolent  objects  of  the 
association,  &c. 

Mr.  Campbbll  also  assigned  a  few  reasons  ia 
&vor  of  the  bilL 

The  question  on  tbe  passage  of  the  bill  was 
decided  m  the  negatiTe— yeas  16,  nays  17,  as  fol- 
low*: 

Tbas — Messrs.  Brown,  Csmpbell,  Chao^  Dsns, 
OaiUszd,  Howdl,  Hunter,  Laeook,  Boberts,  Sanfbrd, 
Tait,  TboBpupMm,  Tichenor,  Tamer,  WUUams,  and 

BTats— Hewn.  Biny,  Bibb,  Condit,  Da^ett,  Golds- 
boroo^  Ootc,  Baiper,  Horsnr,  Kii^,  Mkcod,  Mason 
of  New  Hamf^ttM,  Haa9w»  Kngglss,  TalbM,  Taylor. 
Vnnai,  aad  Walk. 

8o  the  bill  was  rejected. 

COmfaATION  BULL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  of-  the  bill  to  change 
the  mode  of  eompeosation  of  the  Senators, 
r«a«utiT«i  and  Delegates  in  Congress. 

[This  bill^oposes  to  change  the  rate  and  mode 
of  compensatioo,  from  six  doUan  p«  day  during 
attendance  to  one  thousand  fire  hfiadred  par 
aaoan.l 

Mr.  Tawmm,  is  piivoaiag  «a  BHplMniit  to 


the  biUfSaid,  he  w«8left,ftoB  tbe  abeeneeof  rea- 
sons assigned  iu  faror  of  the  biti,  to  presnae  the 
motire  of  it  to  be,  that  there  would  be  a  greater 
despatch  in  the  public  bus  in  ess,  if  members  wen 

Sid  by  the  job  than  if  they  were  paid  by  the  dar. 
e  doubted  the  correctness  of  this  infbrenee.  If, 
for  six  dollars  a  day,  tbe  sessions  of  Congress  are 
apm  out  to  aa  tneonfeiueBt  leagth,  and  i«Uie 
easiaess  delayed  by  the  desire  of  aieaibers  to  i»> 
ceease  tbe  amount  of  tbeir  par,  (*uppeeiBg  Aeat 
the  iflMaeiat  agents  wbieh  the  adoptioaef  tMi 
sysMtt  prctapposes^wouM  riwy  not,  he  aAed, 
Ik  iftdneed  br  the  ebnnge  in  the  mode  of  compea- 
satioo,  in  oraer  to  curtail  their  expenses  ana  in- 
craaae  tbeir  profits,  to  go  home  before  dM  poUie 
bosiness  is  finished,  or  so  n^  the  nubUc  basiBes* 
as  te  leave  it  in  an  imperfeet  form  1  He  thought^ 
as  be  said  yesterday,  that  the  amount  of  the  prea* 
ent  allowance  was  mcompetent ;  that  the  saetifiee 
wa*  toe  great,  to  ooou  here  for  aotbiu,  and  in 
many  instances,  at  a  cerUia  loea  He  felt  a  de> 
sirfchMveier,  thatHialMniiai  AmU  be  made 
in  this  bill,  to  Icsaea  the  iadoceaaaat  vhieh  it  w^' 
peered  to  bin)  tofaold  ot  toihe  M—baf a-to hmw 
OTwr  er  aegisct  the  pablie  baeiaesa,  With 
such  news,  he  moved  to  strike  out  three  thonsaad 
(the  compensation,  double  that  allowed  to  the 
membeffl,  of  the  President  of  tbe  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  other  House)  and  ta  lien  there^ 
to  insert  two  thoosaad  dollars  i  inch  a  view  to 
reduce  tbe  e«Bpensation  of  the  membcts  fnm 
oae  thousand  five  himdred  to  one  thousand,  and 
to  add  a  new  seetioo,  for  allowing,  besides,  three 
dollars  per  day  to  the  members  for  each  dar  they 
aotaaUjr  attend  in  Congress.  Tbis-ammument, 
be  said,  would  bring  into  play  tbe  priaciple  of 
paying  by  the  jol^  and  would  preveat  the  ptibUe 
work  uom  being  done  in  a  slorealy  manner,  by 
paying  a  dailr  eompeasatiaB  adeqaitfe,  or  aculf 
so,  to  tbe  daily  expenses  of  the  metabeis. 

Mr.  liafloai  also  BMred  toaaBend  tbe  bill  so  aa 
to  strike  mt  the  salary  featuve  alt^ther,  and  hi 
lieu  thereof  to  iasert  a  nrorision  that  the  oompen- 
salion  should  be  henafter  dollass  per  day— 
iatanding  that  the  blank  might  be  fiUed  with  aneli 
som  as  IU  Senate  should  prefer.  He  was  oy|ieaad 
to  the  idea  of  a  salary  for  legiaktire  serrioae) 
such  a  rule  of  compeasaiion  was  not  known  an- 
der  any  of  the  governments  of  the  Stales,  dte. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  opposed  all  amendmeou  of  this 
nature  to  the  UU ;  eoosideriag  it  better  to  take  ii 
in  its  present  shape.  The  increase  of  compen- 
sation, be  estimated,  according  to  an  arerage 
computation,  would  na«>  be  greater  tbaa  as  one 
hundred  to  seventy-one,  dke.  Was  it  worth  while 
for  this  small  o^^t  to  eater  into  a  eeatroversy 
with  the  other  House  7  He  showed,  besides,  tlial 
the  salaries  of  all  the  officers  of  Qorecnttent 
(judges  excepted,  te  his  regret)  had  been  inereaead 
sinae  the  eonpenaatioo  of  the  membera  wu  fizad; 
&c 

Both  the  amendments  above  atated  ware  nefa- 
tired  without  a  dirision. 

Mr.  Tatlos  then  proposed  an  amendnent  to 
the  detail  of  tbe  bill,  which  he  considered  rary 
defeettre.  The  aaaendsDwat  was  aa  Mlova : 
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"  That  in  cue  taj  Seaator,  RapwMOtaUvB,  or  Dete- 
nte, iluU  Dot  attend  in  hie  pU«e  at  the  day  on  which 
Cragma  ahali  oonveiuv  c  ■o'U  abaent  himaelf  befiire 
the  eloee  of  the  ieaaioD,a  deduction  ahall  be  made  from 
the  ana  which  would  otberwiae  be  allowed  to  him,  in 
piopertion  to  the  time  of  bia  absence," 
And  to  toaert  in  lien  thereof  the  followiog: 
*•  Hut  in  earie  any  Senator,  RepresentatiTe,  or  Dele- 
gat^  ah^l  not  attend  in  his  place  efery  day  in  which 
Coogreaa  ahail  bo  in  aeaaion,  within  any  year,  dedao- 
tion  shall  be  made  of  hia  annnal  allowance,  propor- 
tioned to  the  time  lie  shall  be  absent,  when  compared 
to  the  whole  time  in  which  Congreas  aball  be  in  ses- 
sion within  the  said  year." 

This  motion  gave  riae  to  coosiderable  debnte* 
ehiefly  of  a  critical  natare,  in  which  Messra.  Tat- 
LOB,  Dana,  Chagb,  HAEPBR,DAOQBTT,aDd  Tal- 
bot, took  part.  The  motion  was  negatiTed,  36 
to  7,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Mesata.  Cbace,  Macon,  Raggjea,  Sanibrd, 
Tnlor,  Vamam,  and  Wllaon. 

Nats — ^Measra.  Banyt  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbdl,  Oon- 
Mtt  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard,  ChMAoroagfa,  Gore, 
Harper,  Horaey,  Howdl,  Hnnter,  King,  Lacock,  Ma- 
son of  Mew  Harapahire,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Talbot. 
Tait,  Thompora,  Tichenor,  TonMr,  Wella,  and  Wil- 
liams* 

Mr.  Wilson  obserred,  that  he  would  not  detain 
the  Seoale  long,  as  he  saw  they  were  impatieot 
for  the  qaestion ;  but  be  felt  it  a  duty  to  the  pru- 
dent and  economical  State  which  he  in  part  rep- 
resented, to  state  hia  objections  to  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate.  This  he  ahould  do  as  briefly 
aaposubl*. 

In  the  first  place,  he  disliked  its  retrospective 
operatioD,  in  going  back  more  than  a  year  to  give 
an  additional  reward  for  services  already  rendered, 
and  in  many  iosiances  paid  for.  This  principle 
he  thoag ht  ot^ectionable  in  itteU,  and  daagooos 
•8  a  precedent. 

The  time  at  which  the  bill  was  Ivoaght  for- 
ward, was  another  aerioaa  objection.  Just  at  the 
close  of  a  very  ezpeoaive  war,  when  many  of 
the  interoal  uxea  and  high  fmpcM  dntics  are 
yet  eontianed,  to  euable  the  GoTemment  to  meet 
the  demands  upon  the  Treasury — while  oaroerouB 
and  extensive  claims  for  articlea  furnished,  and 
services  rendered,  are  yet  unpaid  and  aoliquida- 
ted — and  while  oar  revcoee  system  is  unsettled, 
and  ita  prodoeiiveness  unknown — he  coald  not  be- 
lieve ihia  to  be  the  proper  period  for  iacrcasiogaala- 
ries,  either  of  oorseives  or  others.  We  ought  at 
leaat  to  wait  until  those  uzes  are  repealed,  those 
claims  discharged,  and  thatreveaae  ascertained, 
before  we  thought  of  augmenting  the  compensa* 
tioB  of  nmnbers  of  Congress  or  offieen  of  the 
QoveramcnL 

He  WH  alsOj  Mr.  W.  aaid,  displeased  with  the 
mode  adopted  in  this  bill.  An  annnal  salary  to 
legislators,  who  sometimes  sat  longer,  and  some- 
times diorter,  was  a  novel  principle,  and  its  effecu 
very  doubtful.  It  might  produce  an  iojarious 
haste  in  the  transaction  of  business — it  might 
shorten  the  term,  or  lessen  the  frequency  of  the 
sessions  of  Congress^and,  on  the  whole^appeared 
to  him  leu  safe  than  the  per  diem  ptovtsioD. 
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The  BmoBDt  eoDiemplated  by  the  bill  he  dewed 
too  large.  It  would  nearly  or  quite  douhle  the 
allowaoee  which  former  Congresses  had  deemed 
stifficieot,  and  under  which  present  members  had 
accepted  their  seals.  It  was  a  greater  aam  duin 
many  important  pfficers  tinder  the  General  Qov- 
erameot  received  for  incessaQt  service— ^nd  more 
than  many  of  the  States  give  to  their  priDcipal 
officers.  In  New  Jersey,  not  a  single  officer,  ex- 
cepting only  the  Governor,  received  a  salary  to 
this  amount.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  CourCi 
selected  for  their  talents,  experience  and  integrity, 
from  amongst  our  best  and  wisest  citizens,  ana 
engaged,  with  little  intermission,  during  the  whole 
year  in  their  arduous  and  important  duties^  re- 
ceived far  less  compensation  than  is  here  provided 
for  members  of  C^ngresa^  who  are  employed  ta 
public  business  less  than  half  the  year. 

The  precedent,  Mr.  W.  aaid,  he  regarded  as  a 
very  pernicious  one.  Raising  oar  own  pay,  will 
be  but  an  entering  wedge  to  increasing  the'eom- 
peasation  of  officers  of  the  Goveromeot  gene- 
rally, civil,  judicial,  military,  and  naval.  Though 
our  charity  begins  at  home,  it  will  not  he  permit- 
ted to  end  here.  This  consequence  he  should 
deprecate.  He  did  not  consider  high  salaries  con- 
sistent with  the  principles  or  safety  of  our  Repub- 
lican institutions— inasmuch  as  they  tended  to  in- 
troduce, or  to  increase,  ambtiioo,  intrigiie,  and 
corruption. 

The  manner  in  which  the  hill  was  hurried 
through,  was  not,  he  said,  in  his  opinion,  less 
exceptionable  than  the  bill  itself.  In  the  other 
House  (if  he  might  be  permitted  to  allude  to  its- 
course  there)itwas  introduced  one  dajr,read  and 
considered  the  next,  and  pastted  the  third.  In  the 
Senate,  postponement,  commltmeur,  and  amend- 
ment, are  all  refused ;  and  it  is  to  be  pushed 
through,  by  main  strength,  with  a  haste  altogether 
unusual  in  cases  so  doubtful  in  their  charaeter, 
and  so  important  in  their  consequences. 

On  the  whole,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  did  most  earn- 
estly hope,  for  these  and  other  reasons  which 
might  be  enumerated,  that  the  Senate  would  re- 
ject this  bill. 

No  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Pre- 
sident resumed  tbeChair,and  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanpord,  to  strike  out  of 
line  9,  "  three  thousand,"  and  of  line  11,  "  fifteen 
hundred,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— 
yeas  10,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Meant.  Chaee,  King,  Macon,  Boggles,  San- 
ford,  Taylor,  Tidwnor,  Tomer,  Vammn,  and  WUaon* 

NATS^Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell,  Con- 
dit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Goldsboroogh,  Gore* 
Harper,  Horsey,  Howdl,  Hunter,  Lacock,  Mason  of 
New  Hampahir^  Morrow.  Boberts,  Talbot,  TtiU 
Thompaon,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

On  the  question  Shall  ibU  bill  be  read  a  ifaiid 
time?**  it  was  determined  in  the  affinaative — 
yeas  92,  nays  11,  as  follows  : 

Tbao— MaasfB.  Barrr.Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell,  Con- 
dit,  Daggett,  Dana,  CWIlard,  Gore,  Harper,  Horaey, 
Howell,  Hontar,  Laeook,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Talbot, 
Tait,ThiiB|HB,TOTSt,  Wells,  and  WiUlaou. 
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Vxn — Ma— !■■  Ohac0,  GoUriNmnigli,  King,  Macon, 
Ifami  of  New  Hunpriihv,  Rogglei,  Stnfwd,  Tijlor, 
TkbniOTt  VmmiuD,  ind  WImd. 

THtrB8DAT,M«reb  14. 

Mr.  RoBEiTB  presented  the  memorial  of  Ma* 
thew  McCoonell,  and  others,  a  committee  on  be- 
half of  the  surriviDg  officers  uf  the  Peonsylvaoia 
line  of  the  Rerolutioaary  arrajr,  praying  remune- 
ratioofor  their  aerrices,  by  which  the  independ- 
ence and  ao?ereignty  of  the  United  States  were 
aebiered  and  esiablisbed,  as  stated  in  the  memo- 
riai }  wbieh  was  read,  and  leferred  to  the  Cora- 
aaitue  on  Uiliiarr  Auin. 

Mr.  HABPiBf  from  the  commiiiee  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  bill  lo  limit  the  right  of  appeal 
from  the  Cireait  Court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  Disiriet  of  Colombia,  reported  it  with  amend- 
mcDta,  wbieh  were  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  eoniuderation  of 
the  bill,  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate, 
fOT  the  relief  of  John  Holker.  {^The  bill  is  to 
allow  him  the  amoont  of  certain  loan  office 
eenifieaieedesiroyed  byQre.]  Mr.  RosERTa  sug- 
feated  groaods  of  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  its 
meriu  and  the  importance  of  the  precedent  it 
Dtfffat  afford  for  claims  to  an  indefinite  amount. 

Mr.  Williams  sastained  the  claiai  on  its  merits 
as  deduced  from  theevidence,8Qdthe  expedteocy 
of  allowing  a  claim  manif»tlyjust,  whicn  wonld 
bare  been  allowed  without  the  intervention  of 
CoDgreaa,  bat  for  a  mere  formality  which  had 
lieca  omitted,  dbc. 

This  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday  next,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Robbbts,  after  some.coarersaiioo 
between  Messrs.  Roberts,  WiLLifMs,  Wells, 
DAOflorr,  Talbot,  and  Uabpbb— 14  the  coarse 
of  which  BO  decided  oppoeittoa  waa  nanifcsled 
bf  aoy  ceotlemaD  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  submitted  the  followigg  motion 
for  consideration : 

Betohed,  That  the  committee  q>poiQted  on  somach 
of  the  Me«N|«  of  the  Prendeot  of  the  United  States 
u  reialea  to  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Cur- 
roK^,  be  instmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  an  aagmentation  of  the  salaries 
of  the  Jodgea  of  the  Supreme  Coart  of  the  United 
atstea. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  cooeeroiug 
eerfain  advances  made  for  the  public  service  by 
the  city  of  New  York;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Sasfobd,  the  farther  CMsideniion  thereof  was 
poBtponed  antii  Thntsdajr  nezL 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
soppress  iusarreeiioo,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  par- 
poa«8;  and  00  motion,  by  Mr.  VARMini,  the  fur- 
ther coosideratioD  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  fiext. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideratioD  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establnh  the  western  bonndary  of  the  tract 
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reserved  Ibr  aatisfyicg  the  military  bonntiea  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line,  00  Continental  Establishment;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the  conaidera- 
tion  thereof  was  further  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Mason,  of  VirgiDia,  the  fur- 
ther  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whoQi  was  referred  the  resolution  relating  to 
the  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  on  Slate  establishment,  for  bounty 
rands,  was  also  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Quatavus  Loomisj^and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "Aa 
act  anthorixing  and  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  letters  utent  to  Andrew  Korlz,** 
and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Robbbts,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednes* 
day  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  an  Uaiform  National  Currency, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Indiana  Territory,  prayiog  the  suspension  of 
prosecutions  under  the  law  wying  a  tax  on  do- 
mestic manufacrures;  and  the  memorial  of  John 
Redman  Coxe,  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof  respectively. 

The  bill  respecting  the  late  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  was  taken  up.  [This 
bill  proposes  to  allow  twelve  months'  pay  to  the 
relatives  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  iMt  sloop 
of  war,  and  also  authorizes  the  distribation  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  among  the  same,  as  a  re- 
ward for  the  capture  of  the  British  sloops  of  war 
Reindeer  and  Avon.1  The  bill  was  amended, 
and  ordered  to  he  read  a  third  time. 

INDUN  AFFAIRS. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1815,  in  relation  to  Indian  a&irs, 
and  the  report  was  read,  and  is  as  follows; 

DsuBTMHT  or  Wab,  JfimA  ISt  IBIA, 

In  obedience  to  the  nsolntion  of  the  Soiate,  of  the 
Sd  «F  March,  1816, 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
enclosed  docamenta,  which  exhibit  the  general  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  embracing  annuities 
and  presents;  and  the  genersl  and  particular  views  of 
the  Indian  trade,  called  for  by  the  residotion. 

Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  exhibit  the  amoont  of  annuities 
due  and  payable,  and  ^e  sums  actually  paid  to  the 
several  Indian  trfiiee  within  ourlbnits;  the  presents 
made  to  diem,  and  the  general  expenses  of  Indian 
department,  during  the  four  years  preceding  the  3d  of 
March.  181  fi. 

In  the  som  exhibited  as  presents,  is  included  a  great 
quantity  of  piOTiuoQS  furnished  the  friendly' tribes  du- 
ring tlte  war,  who,  on  account  of  thnr  attachment  to 
tha  United  Btatssb  were  compelled  to  abandon  their 
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ooantry,  and  take  reAige  within  our  MtUementa.  The 
Hme  cause  prevented  their  engaging  in  the  chaae, 
principal  aoUTce  of  their  n^tpliei  in  timet  of  peace. 
The  embarraaamenta  produced  by  a  atate  of  war,  pre- 
TCDted  the  r^pila'  payment  of  the  mm^yed  part  of 
their  annnitieit  and  in  many  caaea  rendeted  it  unpoe- 
clible  to  diecbano  that  portion  which  waa  payable  in 
mercbandiae.  This  circumstance  preaented  a  strong 
inducement  to  fumich  them  liberally  with  thoae  sop- 
pliea  which  we  had  at  command,  and  wbidi  were  even 
more  necAaary  to  them  than  the  merchandise  whioh 
we  were  bound  to  famiah.  It  is,  however,  believed 
that  these  auppliea  have  been  sweUefl  to  an  unreaaoa- 
able  amount,  by  uteDatva  impoaitions,  whidi  have 
been  practiBad  upon  the  Govenuneat,  in  the  iaiue  of 
fn>vitt<MU  to  them*  which  renden  it  wotmtuy  to  dii- 
continue  the  practice,  or  to  devise  new  and  mltabli 
checks  to  guard  against  their  repetiUon. 

The  statements  marked  from  A  to  Z,  exhibit  the 
alite  of  the  fund  set  apart  for  Indian  trade,  during  the 
Ibur  yean  preceding  the  81st  of  March,  1816.  It  ap> 
pears  from  these  statements,  that  firom  the  commence- 
nant  of  the  brade,  to  the  31st  December,  1809,  a  toes 
of  $44,638  36  bad  been  incuixed,  and  that  during  the 
miiod  deeignated  iathere8olation,tiieanm  of  $16,906 
46  had  been  gained,  notwilhstandbig  the  loss  of  $43^ 
S69  61  from  Uie  eaptere  of  aeveril  ^  the  trading  poata 
by  the  enemy,  dnriog  the  war.  TheM  two  ttema,  form* 
ing  the  aggregate  aum  of  $69,276  06,  may  be  eon- 
aidered  as  the  commeroal  profit  of  tiie  eatablishment, 
during  tiiat  period,  which  would  give  an  annual  profit 
of  nearly  $16,000.  But  the  annual  ezpenaes  paid  oat 
of  the  Treasury,  in  anpport  of  the  estabtisbmen^  ex- 
ceed $80,000,  which  preaenta  a  specific  loss  of  more 
dun  $6,000  annually.  The  di&renoe  in  the  result  of 
the  raanagonent  of  Uiis  flmd  antecedrat  to  the  Slat  of 
Deeember,  1809,  from  that  whidi  ia  exhibited  In  these 
atatementa,  dming  the  four  years  precodbg  the  3tst 
Maidi,  1816,  is  no  doubt,  in  great  degree,  the  efiect  of 
the  experience  aoqoired  Vj  the  proaecation  of  the  trade. 
It  is  probable,  that  a  man  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  nature  of  the  commerce,  a  more  skilful  selection 
of  the  goods,  and  of  the  agents  employed  in  vending 
them,  and  a  considerable  increase  of  the  capital  in- 
vested in  it,  will  in  a  Bh(»t  time  prodnce  a  small  and 
gradually  increasing  profit,  after  defraying  all  the  ex- 
penses uiddent  to  the  establkiiment,  which  are  now 
ptyaUe  out  of  the  public  Treaatuy.  Under  the  moat 
sfc£lfrd  management,  the  profits  cannot  be  an  induce- 
ment for  continuing  the  system  now  in  operation. 
That  inducement,  if  it  exists  at  all,  muitt  be  found  in 
the  influence  which  it  gives  the  Government  over  the 
Indian  tribes  within  our  limits,  by  administering  Xtf 
auAt  wants,  incieafliig  their  conforts,  ud  promoting 
fheir  happiness.  The  moat  obriotia  e£fect  that  in* 
flnence,  is  the  preservation  of  peace  with  them,  and 
among  themselves.  The  exclusion  of  all  intercourse 
between  them  and  the  whites,  except  those  who  have 
the  permission  of  the  Government,  and  over  whose 
conduct  a  direct  control  is  exercised,  has  insensibly 
contributed  to  this  desirable  object. 

The  amelioration  in  their  condition,  desired  by  the 
Government,  has  continued  to  advance,  but  in  so  slight 
a  degree  as  to  be  perceptible  only  after  a  lapse  of  years. 
If  the  civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes  is  considered 
an  otiject  of  primuy  importance,  and  superior  to  that 
of  T^udlf  extinguishing  their  titles,  and  aeUling  their, 
landa  by  the  whites,  the  expediency  of  continuing  tlw 
qwtem  now  in  operation,  under  muh  modificatioDa  as 


have  been  suggested  by  the  experience  already  ac- 
quired, appeara  to  be  manifest.  The  ancceia  of  sudi 
an  axpenmeot  requires  the  uercise  of  all  the  influence 
which  the  annual  distribution  of  annuities  and  pie* 
sents,  aided  by  that  which  moat  flow  ftom  a  indioDW 
Bupfdy  of  all  their  waartm  in  excdtaage  ibr  uoee  aiti* 
eles  which  the  chase,  and  the  increasing  anndns  of 
their  stock  of  domestic  animals,  will  en^e  them  to 
procure.  This  influence,  skilfully  directed  for  a  series 
of  years,  cannot  fail  to  introduce  among  them  distinct 
ideas  of  separate  property.  These  ideas  must  neces- 
sarily precede  any  conaidenibte  advancement  in  the 
arts  of  civilization,  and  pre^iuppose  the  institution  of 
laws  to  secure  the  ownw  in  the  eBjoyomit  of  thia  in- 
dindoal  property ;  because,  no  man  will  exert  himadf 
to  procure  the  comforts  of  lift,  unless  his  right  to  eB> 
joy  them  is  exehutra. 

The  idea  of  separate  proper^  in  things  personaL 
uniTersally  precedes  the  same  idea  in  relation  to  lands* 
This  resulta  no  less  from  the  intrinsic  difference  be- 
tween the  two  kinds  of  proper^,  than  from  the  ikSn- 
ent  eflbcts  piodaeed  by  tniman  industry  and  ingenuity 
exerted  upon  them.  The  focili^  of  removing  peisoud 
proper^  from  place  to  place,  according  to  the  will  or 
oonTenieaoe  of  the  owner,  gives  to  thia  species  (tfpn^ 
M^,  in  the  ertmation  of  the  huntsman,  a  T^ne  anpe- 
tier  to  pn^wrty  in  laada,  which  his  wmnts,  as  w«U  as 
his  habits,  compel  him  annually  to  daaert  fat  a  connd- 
erable  portion  of  the  year.  To  saoc»«d  perfoctly  in 
the  attempt  to  civilize  the  aboriginea  of  this  country, 
the  Government  ought  to  direct  their  attention  to  the 
improvement  tf  their  habitatioiis,  and  the  multiplication 
of  distinct  settlements.  As  an  inducement  to  this  end, 
the  different  agents  should  be  instructed  to  give  them 
assurances,  that  in  any  trea^  for  the  porchase  of  lands 
from  their  respective  trbes,  one  mile  square^  induding 
every  separate  settlement,  ahouM  be  Teoonred  to  the 
settler,  wbidi  dionld  become  a  fee  simple  eeUte,  after 
the  expiration  of  a  certain  number  of  years  of  actual 
residence  upon,  and  coltivation  of  it.  Perhaps  an  ad- 
ditional leservation  of  a  quarter  or  half  section  of  land 
to  each  member  of  such  fomily,  woold  add  to  the  in- 
ducements, not  only  to  make  such  separate  settie- 
ments,  but  to  the  raising  of  a  famiiy.  If  meamres  of 
this  kind  wsra  adopted  by  the  Chwarnment,  aod  staad* 
ily  ^Tsued  for  a  series  of  yettr%  while,  at  die  same 
time,  a  spirit  of  liberali^  was  exhibited  in  the  oom- 
merce  which  we  carry  on  with  tbem,succeas,  the  most 
complete,  might  be  confidently  expected.  But  com- 
merce with  our  Indian  neighbors,  prosecuted  only  upon 
a  contracted  scale,  and  upon  the  principles  of  commer- 
cial profit,  would  tend  not  only  to  diminish  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Government  with  them,  but  would  not  fail 
enttreljr  to  alienate  thetr  affsetion  ttoia  it.  A  pniod 
has  arrived  vrhen  dw  tnde  must  be  greatly  extended, 
or  entirely  abuidoned  to  individual  entmprise.  To 
rsesrve  the  trade  in  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
whilst  the  wants  of  the  Indiana  are  but  partly  snni)^ 
would  be  to  make  them  foel  its  influence  oi^  in  dieir 
privations  and  wretdiaduess. 

The  right  of  the  British  Nortitweat  Company  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  trade,  independent  of  the  wiU  of  the 
Government,  is  now  at  an  end.  The  settlements  of 
the  lands  ceded  by  the  Creeks,  in  1814.  will  exclude 
the  Southern  tribes  from  all  intercourse  with  the  Span- 
ish ports  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida.  The  {mervation  of 
peace  with  those  tribes,  as  well  aa  die  execution  of  the 
plans  which  may  be  devised  for  their  civiIiiotion,reqiiii* 
that  thia  intwcouMriuHild  not  ho  renewed.  Tliegrsal 
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diiUttce  of  aome  of  lh«  tribes  in  the  Northweet  Teni- 
tarj,  end  in  th«  luwlhem  regtone  of  Louinam*  fiwn 
the  eettled  puU  of  the  United  States  will  probablj 
Btke  it  neceesu7  to  pennit  the  Britidi  merdiant,  fiom 
Canede,  to  pertietpste  in  the  commerce  of  thoee  tribei, 
ontil  more  acennte  MfonnalioD  U  obtained  aa  to  ttieir 
ntuation  and  nnaibem,  their  wants,  and  their  capacity 
to  pay  for  articiea  of  the  first  neceuitj.  this 
knowled^  is  gradaally  acqnired,  and  the  mode  of  con-  : 
d«etiiiK  the  trade  better  understood,  the  exclusion  of 
feivigMM  ftem  all  partinpation  in  it  may  be  safely 
•flbcMd  IftbatradeietobacontinBedinthehandior 
«lM  OnmneDt,  Aa  capital  oogbl  to  be  increaaed  to 
900^900.  The  exdnaion  from  all  commercial  inter* 
CMMM  with  the  ports  io  the  GaU  of  IWida,  and  the 
mmmitCf  of  exleadiiig  oar  timdinc  establiAmenta  for- 
tber  le  the  West  and  the  North,  with  a  riew  to  the 
oKinate  exdosion  of  foreign  poiticipation  in  it.  foroiUy 
•Bgfeet  the  [mpriety  of  such  an  increase.  This  cap- 
ital win  prok»bly  be  found  greatly  below  what  is  necea- 
■ai7  to  supply  the  wanU  of  the  varioot  tribes  within 
o«i  fimits.  The  deficienqri  it  is  bdiered,  will  be  sup- 
(tied  liy  the  Northwest  Company^  and  bj  indiTidual 
enterprise.  At  present,  the  QoTemors  of  onr  Territo- 
ries are  compelled  to  give  licenses  to  trade  with  the 
Indians,  to  ef  eiy  person  who  can  give  security.  The 
power  of  rejectmg  the  application,  on  account  of  the 
character  of  the  appHcant,  appears  to  be  necessary.  If 
the  liceoeed  traders  were  compelled  to  take  an  oath  to 
aiesrre  the  leva  regulating  Indian  trade,  it  mi^t  aid 
m  eorreettng  the  abuses,  especially  in  Tending  spiri- 
twns  Hqaors,  which  have  too  generally  been  practised 
by  them.  It  is  deemed  expedient  to  est^iish  a  depot 
ef  merehandiee  at  St.  Lewis,  or  its  vidnity,  under  the 
Arrctiea  of  a  deputy  aaperintendent,  who  shoald  have 
paweTt  in  addition  to  soj^ying  the  regular  and  estiJv 
Bshed  tredinc  honses,  to  deliver  to  persons  of  good 
moral  eharactea-,  who  sboold  be  abls  to  give  security. 
toy  quantity  of  goods  not  exceeding  910,000.  for 
whi^  peltries,  and  other  articles  of  Indian  cwimerce, 
abosU  be  reonlTed  in  payment  at  a  foir  fHriee  and  at 
fixed  periods ;  or,  that  they  should  be  sold  by  the  Su- 
perintendent, on  account  of  the  purchaser.  In  the 
ktter  case,  a  premium,  equal  to  the  use  and  the  risk 
cf  the  cartel,  should  be  added  to  the  price  of  the  goods. 
This,  aa  weU  as  several  other  important  ideas,  are 
more  fiiUy  developed  in  the  communication  of  Governor 
Edwards,  and  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade, 
which  are  herewith  communicated,  marked  R.  and  Z.  Z* 
in  com^iance  with  that  part  of  Uie  reetdnUtm  whidi 
nV^es  nqr  opinion  of  Um  expediency  of  vesting  the 
aeaeial  manageoient  of  Indian  i^is  in  a  separate 
nnd  indeptadaat  department,  I  have  the  boaorto  slate, 
tbnC  an  arraagsnwnt  of  that  nature  appeen  to  me  to 
be  higUy  proper,  if  the  commerce  of  these  nations  is 
to  be  retained  in  the  hands  of  the  Goverameot.  The 
onjy  rational  princ^le  uptm  which  it  is  considered  ne- 
eessaiy  toplaee  the  Indnn  trade  under  the  control  of 
die  War  lM|)artmeBt,  is  the  neceesitT  of  rdying  upon 
it  for  the  small  milituy  force  which  nae  hitherto  heen 
stationed  at  the  difimnt  trading  posts  which  have 
been  established.  This  countenance  and  suroort  could 
be  given  to  the  department  to  which  it  might  he  con- 
fided, with  the  same  facility  as  if  it  still  remained  sub- 
ordinate to  the  Department  of  War.  The  accounts  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade  are  now  returned 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  to  which,  so  far,  the  Sa- ' 
petintendent  is  accsontable.  The  accounts  ofthe  agenU  j 
of  the  Ooverament  for  the  several  tribes  in  amthr  with 
us,  m  stOl  'ntanMd,  and  settled  m  the  War  Depart- ' 


ment.  From  the  pigment  of  annuities  to  the  vaiioas 
Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States,  a  new  speciec 
of  juriqmidence  has  sprung  up,  whidi  operates  as  a 
heavy  tax  npon  the  time  ofthe  Secretary  of  Wai. 

All  loasas  of  pn^erty  by  Ameifean  citiieni,  Aom  tb> 
robberies  thefls,  and  depredations  of  thoss  tribes,  an 
to  be  remunerated  out  of  the  anauiliespaydile  to  them. 
The  evidence  in  all  theee  cases  is  extra-judicial,  and 
requires  tfas  examination  and  approbMion  of  the  Secre- 
tary beiwe  remuneration  can  be  made.  The  presents 
wtudt  are  made  to  them,  the  allowancee  to  artificers 
settled  among  them  by  the  Government,  in  Curt,  weij 
disbunement  of  menay  connected  with  the  Indian  de- 
partments, ezcqit  in  the  proeocntton  of  trade  with 
them,  has  to  reorive  the  special  sanction  of  the  Head 
of  this  Depaitmont.  The  duties  incumbent  on  this 
oflfeer,  rasoltinf  from  the  eontrol  of  the  Indian  depart* 
ment,  are  eo  mnlttftrious,  so  impoesible  to  be  reduced 
within  general  regulations,  that  a. considerable  portioa 
of  bis  time  is  neceesarily  devoted  to  them. 

The  organisatioQ  of  the  aeeountant's  office  is  sueh 
as  to  render  it  imposaibis  far  thatoficer,  by  any  human 
exertion,  promptly  to  despatch  the  businees  which  has 
been  aoeumulating  from  year  to  year,  ontil  tike  mass 
has  become  eo  imporing  as  to  reader  the  legidatiTCaii 
indispensably  neeessaiy  to  eeireel  ^  evil. 

The  creation  of  a  seperato  and  independent  depart 
ment,  to  which  all  the  Indian  aceoDnts,inelnding  tbees 
which  are  still  settled  in  the  aecottntont's  ofioi^  wfll 
not  supersede  the  neeessi^  of  modiAcetions  in  dw  or- 
gantntion  of  that  office.  The  changes  which  are 
deemed  neceesaiy  to  Insure  the  prompt  settlement  of 
die  accounto  of  the  War  DepartmMrt,  are  respeotfiUty 
srinnitted  to  the  Senato,  in  pq>er  merited  A  Z. 

If  a  new  department  be  formed,  much  of  the  misod- 
laneuus  duties  now  belonging  to  the  Department  of 
State  ought  to  he  transforred  to  it.  The  changes  which 
ought  to  be  made,  in  Uiis  regard,  will  obtrude  them- 
selves upon  the  attention  of  the  Senato  whenever  the 
sahject  shall  be  considered. 

It  is  bsUeeed  that,  at  the  preesnt  moment,  no  plan 
can  be  devised  for  carrying  on  the  Indian  trade  that 
will  be  equally  advantageous  to  the  Indians,  although 
it  may  be  more  economical  to  the  public.  This  opin- 
ion is  founded,  in  a  considerable  degree,  upon  the  fact 
that  those  who  have  a  competent  knowledge  of  the 
manner  in  which  this  trade  must  be  prosecuted,  to  be 
successful,  are  destitute  of  the  c^4tal  necessary  for  the 
proaecutioii  to  the  extent  dnnauded  by  the  vrants  of 
the  Indiane.  The  capital  of  dwoe  parts  ef  the  iTaieiL 
where  those  peneoe  are  to  be  fonnd,  is  not  snOhdant 
for  the  porposcs  of  commerce  among  tbemaelvee.  It  Is 
expoeed  to  no  risks,  and  the  profit  is  great;  oiHise- 
quently,  it  will  not  be  empfoyed  in  commerce  with  the 
Indians.  The  risks  to  whioi  capital  will  be  subject, 
wh«i  placed  in  the  hands  of  these  enterprising  tradeim 
as  well  from  their  casual  want  of  integrity  as  from  the 
robberies  and  thefts  of  the  Indians,  will  prevent  the 
c^italists  of  the  commercial  cities  from  supplying  them 
with  the  means  of  eogsging  in  this  commerce.  The 
proposition  to  establish  a  depot  at  some  point  about  the 
mouth  of  Mi&souri,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  those 
who  will  be  able  to  give  sufficient  security  wi&  such 
an  amount  of  goods  as  vrill  enable  them  to  prosecute 
the  trade  to  advantage,  will,  in  a  series  of  years,  pro- 
duce a  number  of  persons  skilled  in  the  manner  of 
I  carryiiv  it  on  suecMsfhlty,  and  creato  a  n^tat  in  their 
I  hand^  whidi  wilt  be  probably  oondmied  in  that  dian- 
'  nel,  end  cventnUy  Jnstiiy  tlm  GowMMnt  in  kavteff 
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it  nnder  jndidoni  ngnlttionf,  wliich  ezpericQc*  wQl 
not  fkil  to  laggest,  entiRlj  to  indWidQal  CDterpriie. 

Tbeto  viflwi  an  gabitafitially  fcanded  opoa  the  eon- 
Tiction,  that  it  if  the  true  policy  and  earaeit  deiire  of 
Am  Gonmment  to  draw  ita  savage  neighbors  within 
ttepale<tf  eiviliution.  If  I  am  mistaken  in  this  |ioiDt — 
if  the  primary  object  of  (be  GoTenunent  is  to  eztugnish 
the  Indian  litl^  and  settle  tfaeir  landa  aa  rapidly  as 
poadbh^  then  eommiee  wMh  Uwm  oaglit  to  be  entirely 
dMttdoBed  to  indiridiial  enteipriee,  and  withovt  ngn- 
htioD.  The  result  would  be  contiDnal  warfare,  at- 
tended by  the  extermination  or  ezpnlsion  of  the  abori- 
gfnal  inhabitants  of  the  coantry  to  more  distant  and 
lees  bos[ntabl«  rc^<His.  The  correctness  of  this  policy 
cannot,  for  a  moment,  be  admitted.  The  utter  eztino* 
tion  of  the  Indian  race  must  be  abhorrent  to  the  fed- 
inga  of  an  enlightened  and  beoeroleBt  nation.  The 
idea  ia  directly  oppoeed  to  ereiy  act  of  the  Ooremment, 
fiora  the  de^ranon  of  Indepmdenee  to  the  present 
day.  If  the  system  already  devised  has  not  prodaced 
aU  the  efiecte  which  wera  eipeeted  firom  i^  new  ex- 
periments oDght  to  be  made.  When  every  eflbrt  to 
introdace  among  them  ideas  of  aapcrate  propnty,  ea 
well  in  things  real  as  personal,  ehall  fail,  let  intermu- 
riagea  between  them  and  the  wlutes  be  enconraged  by 
the  Government  This  cannot  fti)  to  preserve  the  race, 
wUi  the  modifications  necesaaiy  to  the  eif)oyDient  of 
flivB  Uber^  and  oooial  bappineee.  It  is  bmved,  that 
Aa  pibMplea  ttf  hwnani^,  ia  tbia  inatanee,  are  in 
bamioDiooa  ooaeert  with  the  tne  inteieeta  of  the  na- 
tkm.  It  will  redonnd  more  to  the  natimal  honor  to 
incorporate,  by  a  humane  and  benevolent  polky,  the 
Mttvee  of  our  fomts  in  the  great  Amwiean  fionily  of 
freemen,  than  to  receive,  with  open  arms,  the  fbgitivaa 
of  the  old  world,  whether  their  flight  faias  been  the  e&ct 
of  tbur  crimes  or  their  virtues. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dto. 

WM.  H.  CSAWFOBD. 

Hon.  Jonn  GAiLunn^ 

Pntidmtpro  tern,  of  the  SmaU, 

THE  COMPENSATION  BILL. 

The  hilt  to  change  the  mode  of  compcDsation 
of  the  Senators,  Represeniatives,  and  Delegates 
in  CoDgress,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  M ABON,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  was  ever  re- 
Juciant  to  differ  in  opinion  froin  the  majority  of 
the  Senate — for  such  a  difference  of  opinion  sel- 
dom failed  to  impreis  him  with  doubts  of  ibe  cor- 
reetDCia  of  that  which  he  entertaiQcd.  But  on 
thia  oecaaiott  ha  wa»  compelled  to  oppose  the 
measure  onder  conaidention.  He  rnretted  that 
be  was  not  Id  bia  place  to  hate  ataied  his  objec- 
tion  to  this  Wll  at  an  earlier  atage  <t(  its  progress, 
for  he  was  aware  that,  to  oppose  it  at  this  time^ 
when  the  sense  of  the  Senate  bad  been  fully  as- 
eeriained  and  expressed— when  its  fate  was  to  all 
appearance  determined  and  known,  and  when  no 
opposition  to  it  could  be  availing,  would  expose 
him  to  the  imputation  of  vanity  or  affectation,  or 

gerbaps  to  the  suspicion  of  unworthy  motives, 
lut  this  consideration  should  not  deter  him  from 
the  discharge  of  his  duly.  He  felt  conscious  of 
the  rectitude  and  purity  of  his  motives,  and  he 
believed  other  gentlemen  to  be  actuated  by  similar 
motives. 

He  would  prefer  several  modifications  of  the 
■UU,  bnl  he  haa  oaXj  om  insapecaUe  objection  lo 
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it,  whieh  was  that  it  was  retrospective,  ar^i  iat- 
mediate  in  ita  operation.  He  considered  i^  Im- 
proper or  indelleate  (withoat  meaning  the  n^ast 
reflection  upon  any  eentle'man  who  advocated  it) 
to  vote  money  out  of  the  Treasury  into  our  own 
pockets.  For  all  useful  public  purposes  he  waa 
willing  to  impose  taxes,  and  to  vole  money  as 
libertfll^  as  any  ^nileman.  But  he  considered 
the  object  of  this  bill  to  be  of  too  mixed  and 
doubtful  a  character  to  exempt  its  advocates  en* 
tirely  from  the  suspicion  of  interested  and  selfish 
motives.  He  was  very  far  from  imputing  such 
motives  to  them.  Bat  it  was  not  enough  to  do 
right.  The  Repreaentativea  of  the  people  should 
so  eoodoct  themselves  as  to  be  above  the  suspi* 
eion  of  unworthy  motives.  He  was  no  Jacobin, 
and  he  would  never  act  or  apeak  with  a  ainrie 
eye  to  popular  approbation  and  favor.  Bnt  ne 
respected  the  opinion  of  the  people,  as  everv  pub- 
lie  agent  should  do;  and  altooogh  he  woald  not 
do  wron^  to  obtain  their  good  opinion,  yet  he 
would  always  act  as  far  as  ne  eould,  eonsisteotljr 
with  his  duty,  in  such  a  way  aa  to  meet  tbeic 
approbation.  For,  in  a  Qovernment  like  oura, 
particularly,  it  was  in  vain  to  pretend  to  despise 
or  disregard  public  opinion.  It  was  not  only  the 
tenure  by  wnicb  we  held  our  places,  but  it  was 
the  basis  of  the  Government  itself.  Take  from 
the  QovernmeDt  that  support,  and  what  was  now 
order  end  beauty  wouio  become  despotism,  or 
anarchy  and  chaos.  He  should,  therefore,  al- 
ways respect  tbe  opinion  of  the  people,  and  en- 
deavor to  obtain  their  approbation,  as  far  as  be 
eould  withont  a  aaerifiee  of  public  duty.  He 
admitted  that  the  eompensation  of  tbe  members 
ODght  to  be  increased.  He  thought  it  ought  to 
bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  expenses  to  whieh 
members  are  now  exposed  that  it  did  to  their  ex- 
penses when  the  law  fixing  the  present  rate  of 
compensation  passed;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  people  would  approve  such  ao  increase,  for 
be  had  great  coofidenee  in  their  liberality  and 
good  sense.  But  be  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  to 
take  effect  immediately.  He  would  move  to 
amend  it,  so  as  to  postpone  its  operation  until  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  the  present  Congress; 
but  be  understood  that  such  a  motion  had  al- 
ready been  made,  and  rejected.  And,  as  heoonid 
not  obtain  that  modification  of  the  bill,  be  was 
compelled  to  vote  against  it  all  together. 

Mr.  Gbaoi  also  opposed  the  pessa^  of  the  bill, 
on  the  grounds  already  taken  against  it.  He 
could  not  consent  to  legislate  in  this  manner.  No 
person,  be  believed,  had  yet  computed  that  tbe 
compeneation  hereafter  to  be  given  lo  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  would  be  less  than  ten  doUan 
per  day,  while  Mr.  C.  computed  that  it  would 
amount  at  a  fair  average  estimate  to  seventeen 
dollars  and  a  half  per  day,  for  each  day  ibey  at- 
tended. This  Government  had  been  many  years 
in  operation,  and  it  was  not  till  very  lately  that 
eomplaiois  had  been  made  that  the  compeDsation 
of  the  members  was  insufficient.  This,  he  said, 
was  an  unfortunate  time  for  the  discovery,  while 
tbe  public  debt  was  unliquidated,  millions  of  pub- 
lie  nocoBBia  yet  nnaettled,  many  of  tbe  patriot 
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(V  soldiers  yet  anpaM,  and  laxn  eontioned— wu 

rtfau  the  proper  time  to  inerfue  the  pey  of  the 
menbers  to  so  ezinrafut  ■  height?  Mr.  C. 
wai  of  the  opiofoo  that  comi>eimtioD  of  mem- 
ben  oaght  to  be  ioerecsed,  but  ii  ought  to  be  done 
with  pradeoce  sod  with  refereDce  to  the  justice 
of  the  case,  Ae.  The  passage  of  aoeb  a  Vill  as 
this  would  be  jusilf  disapproved  hf  the  people. 
Mr.  C.  also  objected  to  the  bill  because  defective 
ID  its  details.  That  the  subject  might  be  ma- 
tnrelf  coosidered,  be  moved  to  postpone  the  bill 
to  Bloodajr. 

Mr.  Harfer  opposed  the  postnouemeiit,  be- 
cause it  was  DOt  alleged  that  informatioD  was 
desired,  or  that  the  details  of  the  bill  were  such 
as  required  a  loug  ezamtaatiou  to  UDderstaod  it. 
The  sobjeet  of  the  bill  was  as  well  uaderstood  as 
it  eoold  M  by  a  poetponement  of  any  length. 

Mr.  Dama  also  opposed  the  poslponemeot.  The 
only  argument  against  it,  he  bebeved,  was,  that 
the  passage  of  ihc  bill  would  he  nDaaiisfaetory  to 
the  people.  If  the  bill  was  iwoper  in  itself,  and 
there  was  anything  in  this  terror  of  the  popular 
disapprobation,  it  was  a  strong  reason  why  they 
sfaoold  not  pause  so  long  as  was  proposed;  for, 
if  once  seized  with  a  panic  on  this  qneation,  the 
terror  micht  perhaps  hy  delay  become  extreme. 
If  this  bill  were  justly  dissatisfactory  to  the  peo- 

ftle,  he  said,  it  might  be  a  reason  to  pause ;  but. 
bt  his  part,  he  should  not  like  to  return  and  tell 
his  constituents  that  he  was  afraid  to  vole  for  (his 
bill,  lest  it  sboutd  he  disaatiaiactory  to  them.  His 
constitoenis,  he  said,  were  not  opalent,  nor  yet 
afiicted  by  poverty;  they  lived  at  less  expense 
than  ccntiemen  eonld  here ;  but,  he  said,  he  should 
aamniiSnt  no  respect  for  their  diseeroment,  if  he 
were  to  sappon  dtey  aoald  not  see  why  members 
inenrred  greater  expenses  here  than  were  neces- 
sary at  home.  He  should  show  little  respeet  for 
their  disposiiioo,  if  he  supposed  that  they  wished 
that  the  meo  whom  they  ohoee  to  represent  them 
here  should  degrade  themselves  ia  order  to  live 
■poB  the  compensatioB  allowed,  or  should  saeri- 
iee  their  private  property  in  serving  the  pablic. 
It  might  be  expected  of  the  public  agents  to  make 
sacrifices  in  times  of  great  emer^ney  and  national 
difficulty ;  bnt  it  would  be  idle,  in  ordinary  times, 
to  call  on  public  men  to  be  patriotic  to  their  own 
loss  and  injury.  Although,  he  said,  the  people 
•f  the  State  which  he  represented  were  not  as 
wealthy  as  ihey  were  in  some  other  parts  of  the 
eoaairjr,  he  trusted  they  were  not  afflicted  with 
that  poorness  of  spirit  that  they  would  deny  their 
Reprcaeotativesadue  compensalioa  for  their  ser- 
Tlees.  He  bad  no  hesitation  ia  saying,  that  the 
proposed  rale  of  eompeasation  was  not  too  much 
for  aey  man  who  wu  fit  to  rcptcseBt  the  people 
and  Sute  whom  he  bad  the  noMr,  in  part,  to 
lepreseat;  and,  however  delicate  the  inquiry,  he 
would  not  eater  into  a  eraiest  with  bis  eoostitu- 
eo  ts  about  the  correctness  of  their  seleciioo  in  send- 
ing him  here.  Oa  the  whole,  be  said,  he  con- 
cluded that  it  was  not  only  proper  to  iacreaae  the 
compensation  of  the  members,  but,  being  proper, 
that  it'woald  be  popular  to  vote  for  the  hill.  In 
re^trd  to  Mr.  Maboh's  <^i|ieelie&  that  lha  com- 


pensatioD  was  to  take  place  immediately,  he  said 
ft  would  forever  exist  in  r^rd  to  this  body,  soma 
of  whom  must,  whenever  a  question  of  cbaaga 
of  compensalioa  is  agitated,  vote  on  a  question 
aflectiog  their  own  emolumenu.  But,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  show,  this  was  a  question  on  which  the 
people  had  themselves  decided.  The  CoostitiH 
tion  of  the  Dnited  States,  ^vhen  first  submitted  to 
the  people,  contained  an  article  providing  that  no 
law  varying  the  compensation  of  the  members  of 
Congress  should  take  effect  until  an  election  should 
iaterveoe;  thus  presenting  the  question  now  raised 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  relation  to 
this  bill.  This  question  was  thus  presented  in 
solema  form  to  the  people.  They  did  not  accept 
the  article,8aid  Mr.D.  It  is  therefore  decided  by 
the  people,  that  the  Coogress  may  correctly  in- 
crease the  compensatioD  of  its  members  during 
the  time  for  which  they  are  elected,  db$. 

Mr.  MasoH  aaid,  in  reply  to  one  of  Mr.DAiiA'a 
observations,  that  he  wisned  to  put  off  the  opera- 
tion of  this  bill  to  the  5th  day  of  March  next, 
when  at  least  a  part  of  the  Senate  and  the  whole 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  would  have  re- 
turned to  the  people,  and  would  not,  without  re- 
eleciion, derive  any  benefit  from  the  bill,  &e.  As 
for  those  of  the  Senate  who  will  remain  in  office 
beyond  the  4th  of  March  next,  lie  suggested  that 
those  who  chose  might  avoid  voting  on  the  ques- 
tion, under  the  rule  which  authorizes  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  lo  be  excused  from  votiog  on  a 
qaestion  ia  which  be  is  persoualljr  interested,  &e. 

Mr.  CbjLcb  complained  that  bis  arguments  on 
this  subject  had  not  been  fairly  met  and  answer- 
ed, but  that  genilemen  had  flown  off  to  incidental 
or  irrelevant  points,  &c.  The  gentleman  from 
Cooneeticut  had  intimated  that  the  people  of  hia 
State  were  high-minded  men;  Mr.  C.  said  Ihejr 
were  also  a  people  of  steady  habits;  and  he  asked 
whether  tbejr  would  have  ever  consented  to  giro 
to  their  public  officers  a  compensalioa  at  the  rata 
of  seventeen  and  a  half  dollars  per  day? — at  a 
rate  of  salary  which,  during  the  time  of  their 
actual  service,  would  exceed  that  of  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  ITnited  Slates— which  he  computed 
thus:  Congress  would  meet  on  the  first  Monday 
in  Decemtwr  next,  and  tarry  until  the  4th  day  of 
March.  The  utmost  term  of  that  session  would 
be  three  months,  and  it  might  be  less.  The  com- 
pensation for  that  year  would  then  exceed  seven- 
teen dollars  per  day.  Would  the  people  relish 
this  7  he  asked ;  for,  be  added,  when  we  legislate 
in  our  own  behalf,  we  ought  to  have  due  refer- 
ence to  the  opinion  of  the  people^  as  far  as  con- 
nected with  the  principles  of  justice  and  reann. 
He  bad  no  objection  to  making  the  eompensation 
somewhat  greater,  but  he  wisned  it  to  be  clearly 
defined,  ana  not  larger,  relatively,  than  the  pres- 
ent compensation  was  when  first  fixed.  On  ibis 
bill,  if  it  passed,  he  farther  said,  would  be  founded 
demands  for  aa  ioerease  of  compeDsatton  from 
every  person  in  public  office  within  the  United 
Statc>--from  every  clerk,  dbc.,  at  the  Seat  of 
Governmenu  In  this  and  other  views  be  regarded 
the  bill,  in  iu  present  shape  highly  inexpedieoL 

Mr.  RoauTS  rose  to  dexend  his  vote  from  ibo 
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aminieots  of  those  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  waa 
dwjr  seDsible,  be  hoped,  of  ihe  situation  ia  vbich 
members  of  this  House  stood  id  retalioo  to  pub- 
lie  optuioD;  but  be  knew  not,  on  this  subject, 
what  public  opinioD  was.   This  queattoa  was 

?esented  to  him  for  decision  without  that  light, 
here  bad  been  a  feeling  generally  preralent,  as 
far  as  his  informarion  extended,  that  the  present 
eompensatioo  of  the  members  was  not  sumcient. 
It  had  been  his  cooTictioa  that  it  was  better  not 
to  agitate  this  gaestion  at  the  present  time;  but 
the  proposition  had  originated  in  the  other  House, 
which  was  at  least  as  responsible  to  public  opinioo 
as  this;  and,  believing  it  not  objectionable  in 
principle,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  rote  for  it.  If  it 
were  an  oopopular  act,  be  said,  its  weight  would 
iill  on  the  shoulders  of  those  who  roted  for  it — 
it  might  oecastoD  their  removal  from  the  public 
eoancils,  by  which  it  might  be  that  the  public 
interest  might  be  promoted :  if  so,  he  was  willing 
to  make  the  sacrifice.  The  propiased  amount  of 
compensation  was  perhaps  too  large;  with  the 
ideas  of  ibis  subject  arising  from  his  bumUe  sita< 
fttion  in  life,  had  he  had  the  direction  of  this  ques- 
tion, he  should  not  perhaps  hare  fixed  it  so  high ; 
bat,  he  considered  the  two  Houses,  on  this  qoes* 
tion,  like  a  jury  much  divided  on  the  subject  be- 
fore them,  but  obliged  to  decide  npon  something. 
On  the  ground  of  abstract  right,  nowerer,  with- 
out regard  to  the  Hoate  of  llepresentatlTes,  he 
considered  it  expedient  to  pass  toe  bill :  it  mijght 
be  improred  perhaps  in  detail,  bat  the  principle 
ke  eonaiderea  ai  correct.  Whaterer  appealed  to 
the  boBorabte  feelings  of  the  members  of  Con- 
gms  eoald  not  fail  of  exciting  them  to  a  more 
earnest  discharge  of  their  duty,  than  a  rule  of 
etxnpensation  which  pays  them  for  each  day  they 
attend  the  public  service.  As  to  the  plea  of  the 
extraragance  6f  the  proposed  compensation,  be 
denied  the  fhirness  of  the  view  in  which  it  had 
been  presented,  as  well  as  the  correctness  of  the 
computation  as  to  the  length  of  the  sessions. 
But  not  only  the  mere  time  of  attendance  in  this 
.  House  ought  to  be  taken  into  view,  bat  the  inter- 
ference of  the  duties  of  the  station  with  their  do- 
mestic ocennatioDS  and  arrangements.  Mr.  R. 
said  he  should  contradict  the  character  his  habits 
and  mode  of  life  bad  given  him,  if  he  were  to  be- 
eome  an  advoeate  for  eztravanoce ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  did  not,  nor  did  the  people,  desire 
to  see  members  living  here  in  a  state  of  privation 
and  suffering.  If  his  views  of  this  subject  should 
be  disapprored  by  the  people,  he  was  willing  to 
retire  from  their  service,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponement, 
and  negatived. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Tirginia,  then  moved  to  re- 
commit the  bill  with  a  view  to  amend  it.— N^- 
tired,  yeas  9. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  81, 
nays  ii,  as  follows: 

Tau — MeMTS.  Banr^Bibb,  Brown,  CamiAel],  Gon- 
dii, Dagntt,  Dana,  GhoHard.  Harper,  Hofbot,  Howell, 
Hnn«^l«nck,ll«n«w.RobwtB,Talbot,Talt,Tbonip- 
aon,  Tamsr,  WsOs,  aad  WiiUuns. 


NATS—Messrs.  C%ace,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Boggles,  BaDford> 
Taylor,  Tiehmor,  Vamma,  and  Wilson. 

The  question  being  then  on  the  title  of  the  bill, 
to  change  the  mode  of  compensation  of  the  mem- 
bers, dtc., 

Mr.  Vabnom  suggested  that  the  title  of  the 
bill  would  be  advantageously  amended  by  roaktDg 
it  "a  bill  to  double  the  compensation,"  &c. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  if  the  gentleman  desired  to 
more  the  amendment,  that  it  was  a  legal  opinion 
that  the  title  of  an  act  need  not  necessarily  cor- 
respond with  its  contents. 

No  amendment  being  mored  to  the  title,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Friday,  Mareh  IS. 
Mr.  RosBBTa  presented  the  petition  of  Ferdi- 
nando  Fairfax,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  others,  praying  the  re- 
newal (HT  extension  of  certain  patents  granted 
to  William  Thornton,  for  inreatio  ns  in  and  ap- 
plicable to  steam  navigation,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
11th  instant,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased ;  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WiLSOH  snbmittedf  the  following  motion 
for  eoniidemtion : 

Retoked,  That  the  report  of  the  Socretaiy  at  War 
of  the  7th  instant,  made  in  ooapUanee  with  reso- 
lotion  of  the  Senate,  of  the  80lh  of  Jannaty  last,  be 
lefesrad  to  the  Cemmittee  on  Milttair  AiUi%  wiA  la- 
stmctions  to  inquire  into  the  expemen^  of  avtfao^ 
mngt  by  law,  the  filUng  op  and  preserving  cMBplete, 
by  enlistment,  the  MiUta^  Peace  EetaUishBHit  of 
the  United  States,  as  now  fixed  by  law. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commlltee  of  the 
Whde,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  limit  the 
right  of  appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Suiee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee^and  havittg  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments, the  PsMimmr  reported  it  to  the  Houae  ae- 
eordingly,  and  on  the  qaeetion.  ''Shall  this  bill 
be  eagnssed  and  read  a  third  time?*'  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  dindlnc  tha 
State  of  Pennsylrania  into  two  judicial disinots} 
and,  00  motion  by  Mr.  RoBsm,  the  eonaideift- 
tion  thereof  was  fbrtber  postponed  to  Tnesdaj 
next. 

The  bill  entitled,  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gas- 
tavos  Loomis."  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  incorjMHate  the  sub* 
scribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,"  in 
which  th^  request  the  eonearreace  of  the  Senate. 

The  bin  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
readiog. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibs,  the  bill  was  read  tha 
second  tim^  by  oBaniaHMu  eonaant,  and  vefomd 
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to  tbs  Committee  oa  Fiuace  and  an  Uniform 
Nitiooal  Carrency. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
lefemd  the  bill  farther  extending  the  time  for 
issoiog  and  locating  military  land  warrants,  and 
foi  other  porposes,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  Seaaie  rcsamed,  at  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  eoneeroing 
the  Dbtrtet  of  Colambla}  and,  on  motion  bjr  Mr. 
RoBBBTs^tbe  eoDsideratioo  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  Thursday  next. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 
Tbe  Senate  then  |»oceeded  to  the  considera- 
lion  of  the  following  resolaiioo,  submitted  yes- 
Mrday  by  Mr.  Daqqutt,  viz: 

Saohed,  That  a  cominittee  be  appointed  to  inqnire 
into  Ibe  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  an  aiif  • 
BMntatkn  ta  the  talaries  of  tlie  Jadgea  of  tha  Snpreme 
Coon  (rf  the  United  Sutea. 

On  this  subject  there  was  some  discussion  as  to 
the  proper  mode  of  procedure  j  in  which  Messrs. 
RoBEBTB,  DAGG£rr,  Talbot,  Mabon,  of  New 
Hampshire,  Bibb,  Lacock,  and  Browx,  took 
fart. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Masoh  of  New  Hamphire, 
the  Discrict  Jadgea  wen  added  lo  tbia  motion. 

Mr.  RoHBTs  moved  to  amend  the  reaolve,  by 
adding  also  "  the  Attorney  Qeneral  of  the  Uoited 
Btatca." 

Mr.  Talbot  desired  to  embrace  also  the  Heads 
of  Departments  and  Foreign  Ministers,  whom  he 
ihotulii  still  more  inadeqaattly  compensated  than 
Am  ^dgta,  Ac, 

la  the  coarse  of  the  debate,  the  expediency  of 
iaoreasing  the  salaries  of  the  judges,  and  also  of 
the  great  officers  oi  QoTemmeat,  was  not  dis- 
tiaetly  questioned,  bat  raiber  geaeralty  admitt^. 
It  appeared,  howerer,  that  a  committee  had  been 
^pmnted,  some  time  ago,  to  io^ire  into  the  eX' 
pedieney  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
of  tbe  Qoremment  generally.  It  having  been 
suggested  that  the  committee  already  appointed 
bad  this  Robjeet  before  them — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAGarrr,  the  furdicr  con- 
ntfentioB  of  tb«  respire  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day we^. 

PAYMENT  FOR  PROPERTY  LOST,  *c 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  t»U  from  the  House  of  Representa  tires, 
aothorizing  the  pay|ment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tared  or  imtToyed  in  the  aerrice  of  the  United 
Butes. 

The  bill  has  been  mnch  amended,  and  indeed 
essentially  changed  in  all  its  ftatdres,  since  it 
came  into  the  Senate. 

Aa  it  was  last  reported  from  a  select  committee 
it  proposes  the  amiobtment  of  a  board  of  com- 
miaaloaers,  at  the  Seat  of  GoTemment,  to  sit  on 
and  finally  decide  all  claims  of  the  character  em- 
braced by  the  bUl. 

Aa  amendment  moved  hf  Mr.  Maboh  of  Vii^ 

£*nia,  to  appoint  eommissiooera  to  collect  eri- 
nee,  arrange  and  report  it  to  Congress  (but  not 
to  decide  upon  it)  was  debated  at  oenaderable 


length  ;  being  zealously  opposed  by  Mr.  Talbot, 
and  also  by  Messrs.  Taylor,  Dagobtt,  and  Fbo- 
MENTiH,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Mason,  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  Dana.  It  was  fiDally  neg- 
atived. 

The  bill  was  further  considered,  and  the  ameod- 
menis  first  above  described  were  agreed  to.  The 
time  for  exhibiting claima  is  limited  to  two  yean. 

The  bill  provides  for  cases  of  losses  Of  property 
under  contracts  with  the  Qovernment,  as  well  aa- 
by  impressment,  Ac. 

Mr.  Masoit,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
strike  oat  the  word  "contract." 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate.  It  was 
supported  by  the  mover,  Messrs.  RoBBaTs,  and 
Daqgbtt,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  subject  the 
United  States  to  pay  for  losses  the  risk  of  which 
every  individual  in  making  contracts  must  have 
taken  into  coosideratioo,  and  regulated  his  eon- 
tract  accordingly.  The  motion  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Brown,  Barby,  Lacock,  ano  Talbot, 
on  the  ground  that  there  were  many  cases  in 
which  wagons,  teams,  boats,  dtc.  are  employed  in 
services,  toe  nature  and  daii^er  and  risk  of  which 
the  commanding  officer  oran  army  would  be 
criminal  in  making  public,  dtc.  And  in  such 
cases,  where  the  United  Sutesimpoaed  conditions 
not  anderatood  or  anticipated,  equitable  remane- 
ration  for  loss  onghi  to  be  made,  &c. 

Before  the  decuion  of  this  question,  It  was  so- 
perseded  bjr  a  motion  to  strike  imt  the  whole  sec- 
tion in  which  it  stood. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed  to  Monday,  to  which  day  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

Monday,  March  18. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  tbe  petition  of  John 
Johnson,  and  others,  owners  of  an  establishment 
for  the  manufactunog  of  woollen  cloth  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  patronage  and 
protection  of  Oovernmenl,  lor  reasons  slated  ia 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Maaafaeiam. 

Mr.  WiLBOM  anbmiited  tbe  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Jtetotved,  That  the  Meange  of  tha  Prerident  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  9th  Instant,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  militia  of  the  United  Bute^  according  to 
th«  latest  returns,  be  referred  to  the  Militia  Committee, 
with  instnictitHM  to  derise  and  rqmrt  such  proviaioaB 
aa  may  be  aeceaaary  and  expedient  to  insure  the  aa- 
nual  retoiHB  of  the  militia  of  tbe  several  Slates,  now 
required  by  law,  to  be  made  by  their  rai^ective  Ad)»* 
tant  Generals,  to  the  War  Department  of  the  UnMad 
States. 

A  message  from  the  Hoase  of  Representative! 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  passed 
a  bill  enUtled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
claimants  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes;" 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bnutos 
Loomis  f  also  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  die  circuit  and  district  courts  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Vermont^ 
in  wbioh  bills  they  request  the  eonctirrenee  <rf 
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the  Senate.  Tbey  have  also  passed  the  bill,  which 
origioaled  io  the  Seaale,  cDiitted  "An  act  rela- 
tire  to  evideoce  io  cases  of  naturalization,"  with 
ameDdments,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Tiie  Senate  nroceeded  to  consider  ibe  amend- 
ments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Hohsbt,  the  further  consideralion  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morron'. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  limit  the  rtsbt  of  appeal  from  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  respeclinK  the  late  officers 
«Dd  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  15th 
instant,  for  referring  the  report  of  the  Secreury 
of  War  of  the  7th  mstaut,  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wilboh, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
UAtil  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  indemniGcation  for 
prirate  losses  of  properly  employed  io  the  public 
serf  ice,  in  its  amended  shape,  (going  to  constitute 
a  board  of  commissioners  to  audit  and  settle  claims 
of  this  description,)  was  further  amended,  and  at 
length  ordered,  with  Its  varioas  amendments,  to 
be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
fbnh  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
•uppress  inanrteetion,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur- 
pMes,  together  with  ihe  proposed  amendment; 
and  hn  motion,  Mr.  Wiuom,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  farther  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  reaamed  the  consideration  of  the 
hiU  entitled  **An  act  mailing  further  provisioa 
for  military  services  during  tlie  late  war,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot, 
the  consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Hotker,  formerly  Consul  General  of 

£ ranee  to  the  United  Stales;  and  on  motion,  by 
[r.  RoBBBTS.  the  consideration  thereof  was  fur- 
ther postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
raport  of  the  Committee  oo  Militanr  A&ir*  on 
the  petition  of  the  repreaeniBtivea  oflgnace  De- 
Uoo;  and  on  motion,  br  Mr.  Bahbodb,  the  oon- 
aideratioa  thereof  was  farther  postponed  to  this 
day  fortnig^ht. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Cbace,  the  bill  entitled, 
"An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the  dis- 
tiMit  of  Vermont,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com< 
miitee  of  the  Whole;  and  passed  to  the  third 
leading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mobrow,  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Mistissippi  Territory,  was  instructed  to  in- 
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quire  into  Ihe  propriety  of  authorizing  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Slate  of  Ohio  to  dispose  of  so  much 
of  the  reservation  of  six  miles  square,  in  the  county 
of  Jackson  and  Style  aforesaid,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  a  site  to  a  town  convenient  for  a  seat  of 
justice  in  the  said  county;  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tha 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  ex- 
tending the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  military^ 
land  warrants,  and  for  oiher  purposes;  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  sa- 
in;! committee;  and  the  Bmendments  havinf 
been  ureed  to,  the  Pbebidbnt  reported  the  bill  to 
the  Hoase  accordingly ;  and  on  the  qaeatioa 
"Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resoluiion  to  amend  the  Constitulioa  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  so  as  to  regulate  the  mode  of  choosing 
Representatives  in  Congress,  and  Electors  of  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  iheieof;  and  on  motion,^ 
by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  coDsideratlon  thereof  was 
further  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  HoRBET  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideralion : 

Siaohedf  That  the  eommiltee  appointed  on  the  res- 
olutitm  of  the  Senate  of  the  SSth  ultimo,  relative  to 
private  banking  associations  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedient 
end  proper  to  provide  m  the  more  e0BCtual  pajmont 
of  specie  b;  the  sereral  banks  in  the  said  DistiicL 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Laoook,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  Unites  Suies  as  relates  to 
roads  and  canals,  waa  instructed  to  iuquire  into 
the  expedieney  of  layins  out  a  DBtioaat  or  militan' 
road  trom  the  town  «  Wasblngtoa  in  Pennayt- 
vania,  to  Sandusky  Bar,  passins  through  Chariea* 
town  in  Virginia,  Cadiz,  New Philadelj^ia,  and 
Wooater  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

THE  JUDICIARr. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideralion  of  the 
resolve  proposed  by  Mr.  Sahfobd,  embracing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constiiuiion,  to  make  the 
judges  removable  from  office  on  the  vote  of  two* 
thirds  of  both  Houses  of  Coogreu,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  President,  dbc. 

Mr.  Sahfobd  proposed  to  refer  the  resolve  to 
a  select  committee;  but,  subsequently,  Mr.  Dao- 
OKTT  moved  to  postpone  it  to  Wednc»d«y. 

In  the  conversation  respecting  the  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  this  business,  some  general  remarks 
were  made,  of  a  decided  character,  by  Mr.  Kmo, 
against  the  object  of  the  resolve,  on  the  ground 
of  its  proposing  to  invade  the  independence  of  the 
Judiciary,  so  all-iraportant  and  sacred  a  part  of 
our  Constitution,  that  the  Legislature  ought  not 
even  to  propose  to  disturb  it.  Mr.  Robbbtb  and 
Mr.  Sanfobd,  in  reply,  took  ground  against  Mr. 
EiNo's  doctrine,  which  they  argued  placed  the 
judges  on  an  eminence  more  exalted  than  was 
consistent  with  the  genius  of  our  Government  or 
the  extent  of  our  Constitution,  dkc.  Tbis  debate 
iocideoially  arose,  and  may  be  considered  as 
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itaerel;  linking  groiiDd  prelimiDarr  to  the  dis- 
eossioa  which  maj  tike  place  on  iqU  question, 
if  it  is  discussed  at  all.  Mr.  Fkohbhtih  also 
strongly  protestnl  against  interfering  with  the 
JadiciaTy^forcibiir  remarking  that  blood  followed 
from  eTery  the  slightest  wound  inflicted  on  that 
Tmloable  institniioD,  &c. 

The  fortber  consideration  of  the  sabject  was 
postponed  to  Monday. 


TuiBDAT.  March  19. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eras- 
tns  Loomis,*'  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

The  bill  entitled  ''Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain claimants  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vineea- 
nes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appoioted  the  7th  December,  on 
the  memorial  oi  the  Legislatvte  of  the  MiuissipiH 
Territory. 

T  be  motion  made  the  I5ih  instant,  by  Mr.  Wil- 
Bon,  referring  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
of  the  7ih  instant,  to  the  ComDiittee  oq  HiUlary 
A&irs,  was  withdrawn. 

Tbe  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  18th  instant,  for  referring  tbe 
Measage  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates, 
of  ibe  9th  iDatani,trai»mUling  a  statement  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  Statet,  to  the  Milttla  Com- 
mittee; and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  for  insirncting  tbe  committee  appointed 
ontlie29ih  ultimo  to  in^oire  whether  it  beezpedi- 
ent  and  proper  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual 

Kymeot  of  specie  by  the  several  banks  in  tbe 
istrict  of  Columbia ;  and  agreed  thereto. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  tbe  times  for 
holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  district  of  Vermont,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  tbe  tract 
reserved  for  aaiiafying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldieis  of  the  Virginia 
Bac,  on  Continentat  ESstaUisbment }.  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  BannooB,  the  eonsideration  theretif 
was  farther  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  ButBOUE,  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  rcKtutioo  relatiosr  to  the  claims  of  the 
oCcers  and  aoldien  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Sute 
and  Continent^  Bstablishmeut,  for  bonoty  lands, 
was  farther  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 
Tbe  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  tbe 
I      aaiendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  tail,  entitled  "An  aet  relative  to  evidence  in 
\      cases  of  uatara I tzatioo."— Whereupon, 
JRe$oived,  That  they  eoncnr  therein. 
Tbe  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  issuing 
and  locating  military  land  warraats,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  tend  a  third  time,  and  pissed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
I*  aBthmtn  the  paymut  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tnmd,  or  daatroyta  by  tha  «naiy,'  whUa  in  the  mn* 


itary  service  of  the  United  States,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
tbe  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  and 
the  blank  filled. 

Resolvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  tbe  title  was  amended  by  adding 
thereto  "  and  for  other  purposes." 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill  for  calling  forth  tbe  militia  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurree- 
UoD,  and  repel  tn'rasion,  and  to  repeal  the  lawa 
heretofore  passed  for  those  purposes,  tc^eiber  with 
tbe  proposed  amendment }  andj  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Laoock,  the  consideration  was  farther  postponed 
until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  bill  dividing  tbe  State  of  Peunsylva- 
oia,  into  two  judicial  districts;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Lacook,  tbe  consideration  thereof  was 
further  poitponed  until  Tfaunday  next. 

MILITARY  BEETICES. 
Tbe  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
making  fhrther  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes,  being 

taken  up, 

Mr.  WI1.S0N  offered  the  following  amendment 
as  a  foarth  section  to  the  bill: 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  doustions  of  laud  be 
granted  to  eU  the  officers  of  tbe  ngulu  smiT  who 
hare  been  disbsndod  as  aapernnmeraries,  either  in 
consolidating  regiments  or  corps  during  the  lata  war,  or 
in  reducing  tbe  army  conformably  to  the  act  of  Mardi 
the  third,  one  thousand  eight  bundled  and  fifteen,  as 
follows,  to  wit:  to  osch  major  general,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eigb^  acrea ;  to  each  brigadier  gen- 
eral, one  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  acrea;  la 
each  eokmel  and  lieutenant  colonel,  nine  hondred  and 
■ix^  acres;  to  each  major,  eight  hundred  acres;  to 
each  captain,  six  hondred  and  fortf  acm;  to  saoh 
Bubdtem,  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres;  and  to  of- 
fioars  of  tbe  medical  and  other  sta^  who  have  no  rank, 
in  proportion  to  their  pay,  according  to  the  scale  afore- 
said. 

Tbe  amendment  being  read, 

Mr.  Wilson  observedthai,  on  a  aubjeet  which 
had  so  long  been  the  theme  of  reflection  and  dis- 
cusaion,  he  did  not  intend  to  take  up  mni:h  of  the 
time  of  the  Senate.  He  would  merely  observe 
that  he  thought  the  allowance  contemplated  by 
this  amendment  to  tbe  disbanded  officers  of  the 
late  Army,  was  required  by  justice,  inasmuch  as 
their  pay  was,  at  best,  insufficient  to  meet  the  ex- 
tra expenses  to  which  they  bad  been  subjected 
during  tbe  late  war,  in  travelling  from  one  post  to 
another,  and  in  living  on  the  frontiers.  As  their 
pay  had  been  often  long  delayed,  and  payment,  at 
length,  frequently  made  in  depreciated  currency, 
that  good  policy  demanded  this  allowance,  as  it 
would,  in  a  considerable  degree,  satisfy  a  very  nu- 
merous meritorious  class  of  men,  who  now  thought 
their  services  and  sacrifices  had  been  poorly  re- 
warded br  tbeireouniry ;  as  it  would  have  a  bea> 
eficial  effect,  in  case  of  a  future  war^  unou  the 
young  and  enterprising  who  might  be  inclined  to 
enter  tbe  military  service— who  would  see  tba( 
they  would  not  be  turned  off  at  the  eiose  of  the 
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war  without  any  acknowledgmeat  or  reward;  as 
it  would  be  the  meaos  of  forming  a  military  bar- 
rier on  our  froDtiera,  agaiost  the  iDcarsioDs  of  the 
savages,  and  against  invasion:!  by  the  Mississippi 
or  the  Lakes;  and  as  it  would  indoeemany  of  tbe 
soldiers  to  retain  and  settle  their  bounty  lands  un- 
der the  auspices  of  these  officers.  That  this  gra- 
ttiity  was  ssnetiooed  hy  precedents  furnished  at 
the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  end  on  the  dit> 
bandmeot  of  the  Army  in  1800;  and  that  public 
opinion,  so  far  as  it  coold  be  collected,  called  for 
this,  or  pome  other  expression  of  the  national 
gntitode  to  tbe  disfaKoded  ofiens,  Ste. 

Mr.  BftowiT  deelutd  bimaelf  m  favor  of  the 
principle  of  the  amendment,  but  thought  a  dis- 
erimtnation  ought  to  be  made  between  those  offi- 
cers who  bad  rendered  eamitial  lerTk^  and  sticli 
as  had  done  little  or  nothlog.  Some,  he  observed, 
had  been  in  servioe  many  years,  and  were  now 
turned  out^  with  habits  which  prevented  them 
from  resorting  to  any  kin4  of  busiaess  for  a  sup- 
port ;  while  others  had  never  seen  an  enemy,  nor 
made  sacrifices  of  anv  kind.  He  did  not  thinJt  it 
would  be  just  to  put  all  on  the  same  footing ;  and, 
TO  allow  time  to  make  a  discrimination,  he  moved 
a  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Talbot  was  aj^ainst  a  postponement.  The 
bill  contained  provision  for  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  militiamen,  which  it  was  highly  im- 

SortaBt  should  pass  with  as  liule  delay  as  possi- 
le ;  and  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  right  to 
postpone  tbe  bill  to  introduce  a  provision  in- 
coDgruoas  with  the  provisions  already  contained 
ID  it. 

Mr.  WiLSOii  replied  that  if  the  gentleman  had 
read  tha  bill  thiHgh,  he  would  have  seen  that 
the  amendmcBt  Offered  was  aot  incoegruons  with 
its  previsioiu,  as  a  part  of  tbe  bill  related  to  land 
Imaaties  granted  to  soldiers  of  the  ref^ular  army ; 
and  it  could  not  be  inoongraoos  to  latrodoee  a 

Sovision  eoKwrung  oSoers  of  the  aane  eaiab- 
liment. 

Mr.  Talbot  explained,  bot  declared  himself 
still  opposed  to  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Baown  again  spoke  in  favor  of  an  attow- 
anee  to  such  officers  as  bad  devoted  their  lives  to 
the  service  of  their  country,  and  moved  a  post- 
po&emfeDt}  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  modifying 
the  amendment  so  as  to  meet  his  viewa. 

Mr.  BARiotiB  advocated  the  postponement.  He 
eoold  not  vote  for  the  amendment  as  it  now  stood, 
bot  was  in  favor  of  a  liberal  provision  for  those 
whose  heads  had  been  Ueaehed  in  their  country's 
service.  If  be  were  allowed  time  to  prepare  it, 
he  would  offer  a  seetion  to  provide  for  such  as  he 
deemed  entitled  to  tbe  munificence  of  the  nation. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  ontil  to-moirow, 
without  deciding  on  Mr.  Wiuoff*s  motion. 


Wkbhbbdat,  March  20. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An 
aot  for  the  relief  of  Erastus  Loorais,"  reported  it 
without  amendme&t." 

Mit  SAaroBD  presented  tha  petUioo  of  John 


O.  Oootsberger,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  allowance  of  tbe  drawback  of  duties  on 
certain  goods  and  merchandise,  as  stated  in  tbe 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Finance  and  au  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

Mr.  WiLBON,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  in  addition 
to  an  act  to  reeulate  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment," reported  it  with  amradmeots;  which  were 
read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenutlves 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  paased 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  farther  provision 
for  settling  claims  to  land  in  tbe  Territory  of  nii- 
nois  ;*'  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  abolish  the 
existing  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  tbe  Uni- 
ted Stales,  and  to  lay  other  duties  in  Iren  of  those 
at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  apt- 
ritnons  liquors;"  in  which  they  request  tbe  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  They  have  also  passed 
a  resolution  appointing  a  committee  on  their  part, 
to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appoinieo  by 
the  Senate,  to  consider  and  report  what  business 
will  demand  the  attention  of  Congress  prior  to 
adjouromeat ;  in  which  they  reqneit  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills,  and  the  resolution  last  brought 
op  for  conenrreoee,  were  read,  and  passed  to  tbe 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^  so 
as  to  subject  the  judges  of  all  the  eoum  tbemf 
to  removal  from  o^e  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Lacock,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  autboriziof  and  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz;" 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Robebtb,  the  iiiRher  con- 
sideration theretn  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currencv,  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Miassachusetts  Bible  Socie- 
ties; aad  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

MILITARY  SBRVICfiS. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  Buking  further  provlstoa  for 
military  services  during  thelate  war,  and  for  other 
purposes  "  tontbtf  with  the  amendment  propped 
thereto,  by  Mr.  Wilsob,  and  on  motion,  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  said  amendment,  as  follows: 

"  6ic.  —  BeU  further  enacted,  That  donations  of 
land  be  grsnted  to  all  the  officen  of  the  regular  army 
who  hsTc  been  diiANuded  as  nperaumeraries,  eitfau' 
in  oonsoUdating  regimsots  «r  com  during  the  lata 
war,  or  in  redacniK  the  Aimy  oMulmnahly  to  the  act 
of  Maidi  the  tUrd  1815,  as  Mlows  to  vrit:  to  eadi 
Main  Gflunl,  one  thsnsand  two  hundred  and  eigli^ 
aOMt  to  cash  Brigs i Br  OaiMnl,oaa  ttousaiid  em 
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ImBdnd  and  timitjraerM;  1»  Mdi  (Mmel  and  Liett- 
taaaBt  Coloael,  ntiw  hnadred  and  lixtj  acru ;  to  ncfa 
Major,  «igbt  bwdrad  aoM ;  to  cacli  Captsfai,  fix  hon- 
dred  lud  fortr  usm ;  to  Mdi  ndMltern,  Ibar  handred 
■xkd  co^ty  Bom ;  and  to  offleon  of  the  medical  and 
odw  atafi^  who  have  BO  Tank,  in  proportion  to  their  paj, 
Mcoidiiiff  to  the  icale  aforenid :" 

It  was  detennined  in  the  aegatire — yeas  10, 

nmya  15,  as  follows : 

Tail — Mean*.  Bany,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,From- 

euttn,  Lacock,  Macon.  Rogglea,  8anfi>rd,  and  Wilson. 
Nat*— Mears.  Baibonr,  Bibb,  Daggett,  Gaillard, 

Xkitt  Maaon  of  New  Hampshire^  Morrow,  Roberta, 

TsAot,  Tait,  Thompeon,  Tiehanor,  Turner,  Vanram, 

Bd  WeUa. 

Mr.  Barbour  then  moved  a  new  section  to  the 
biJI,  embneingaland  bonnty  to  disbanded  officers 
certain  class,  (baring  iotimated  his  intention, 
prcrioQs  to  the  last  rote,  to  more  itO 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  till  to-morrow, 
irithont  deciding  on  Mr.  Barbour's  motion. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Senate  tesvined  the  consideration  of  the 
nsolatioa  to  amend  the  Constttation  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted  States,  so  as  to  regulate  the  mode  of  choosing 
Rcpresenuitires  in  Congress,  and  Electors  of  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  or  the  United  States. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Laoook 
"  That  it  he  refened  to  a  select  eommlttee,  with  ia< 
atnietiona  to  inqaire  into  the  ezpedienqr  of  pnnMaing 
na  amandaMBt  to  ttie  CooMtttDtioB  of  tb«  Uaitad  imatea, 
pKwnffing  for  the  riertion  <rf  Rreaident  and  Ytoa  P»— i- 
dnt  hv  tbe  Bleeton  of  each  Stata  qaaliflad  to  TCle  Sir 
the  BUA  DnmanoB  bmoh  of  tfw  Sue  Lapdatnn:" 
Hr.  Babboub  having  suied  his  idea  of  •  marked 
diflemee  in  piiiwiple  between  the  two  objects  of 
deetfag  Sleetorsud  R^reseDtatlrea;  in  which 
new  he  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Laoooe,  and  Mr. 
MAeoa  of  New  Hampnire  hariog  remarked 
thereon — 

Mr.  Barbour  said,  that  it  was  easeolial  to  the 
charmetn  a  pare  representation,  that  tbe  Rep- 
Teeentatire  shonld  bare  a  common  feeling  with 
eoflstiiacnts ;  that  he  should  know  their  waats 
and  be  poaaeased  of  their  sentiments.  Residence 
is  partctf  the  proper  ebaraoter  of  a  Represeniatire, 
who  ovgbt  not  to  be  placed  at  sach  a  distance 
from  bis  eensiiraeats  that  be  can  know  neither 
their  wants  nor  their  feelings.  The  case  is  dif- 
ferent with  lespeet  to  the  eleciioa  of  Kleetors,  in 
reapeet  to  whom  that  personal  knowledge  is  not 
aeeeasuy  to  ^ir  coniiitneDti.  Not,  Mr.  B.  said, 
tlutC  he  wonM  take  the  power  of  electing  a  Fresl- 
dcat  of  the  United  States  ovt  of  the  hands  of  the 
people.  God  forbid,  said  be,  that  the  power  of 
elaeting  •  Presideat  of  tbe  United  States  should 
ha  lodged  in  any  other  bands  than  those  of  tbe 
people  themseires.  The  whcde  Congress  uoited, 
dictating  a  nomtoaiioa,  would  weigh  no  more 
than  a  teaiber  in  tbe  balance  against  the  pablie 
wiii;  any  dictation  in  o{)positioD  to  tbe  public 
soDttment,  would  be  considered  as  an  outrage  on 
the  rights  of  the  people,  and  justly  scooted  by 
diem.  The  man  who  ia  chosen  an  Elector  knows 
Ae  aoitinent^  whioh  he  is  boaad  to  earrr  with 
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him  into  the  Electoral  College,  and  which  only 

it  is  bis  duty  to  express.  Tbe  people  emphati- 
cally elect  the  President;  but  those  selected  to 
express  their  will,  may  be  chosen  by  general  ticket 
without  riolating  tbe  represeniatire  principle. 
Mr.  B.  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  that  part  of  the 
proposition  before  the  Senate  which  embraced 
tbe  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President.  In 
regard  to  tbe  ineonrenience  of  laying  out  States 
into  districts  for  electing  Representatives,  he  said, 
he  could  not  see  the  inconveniences  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr. 
Ma80N,J  as  it  would  occur  but  once  in  ten  years. 
The  advantages  of  an  uniformity  in  the  mode  of 
election^  he  said,  was  obrtotis  in  regard  to  Rep- 
resentatiTes.  It  would  pot  down  all  that  ma- 
nceorring  which  would  repress  the  sentiments 
of  the  people  by  a  juggle,  which,  he  said,  was  an 
ineooveoienee  much  greater  than  the  labor  of 
designating  the  metes  and  bounds  of  a  district. 
In  consequence  of  the  elections  by  districts  in  the 
targe  States,  and  by  general  ticket  in  tbe  small 
States,  an  undue  preponderance  had  heretofore 
been  gireo,  Mr.  B.  said^  to  tbe  small  States  in 
the  councils  of  tbe  nation.  The  general  ticket 
for  Electors  had  its  origin  in  one  of  tbe  Eastern 
States,  to  which  we  are  mdebted  for  many  political 
ideas;  it  bad  been  received  with  great  opposition 
indeed,  but,  from  self-defeoce,  tbe  Southern  States 
had  been  most  of  them  obliged  to  follow  the  ex- 
amfile.  Under  tbe  district  system,  Pennsylvania 
exhibited  a  melancholy  spectacle ;  whilst  the  small 
Eastern  States  gave  each  many  rotes,  tbe  weight 
of  Pennsylvania,  great  as  she  dwindled  down 
to  ■  solitary  rote.  Fennsytraoia,  which  sfaonid 
hare  loomed  in  the  horizon  aalarge  as  any  State 
in  the  Union,  became  inrisible  in  conteqneBCe 
of  the  general  ticket  being  resorted  to.  To  regain 
her  station  in  the  Uqiod,  she  was  compelled  to 
follow  the  example.  Virginia,  also,  obliged  by 
inevitable  necessity,  arising  from  the  principle  of 
self-preservation  requiring  her  to  counterpoise  that 
system  which  had  made  its  appearance  in  another 
quarter  of  the  Union,  reluctantly  resorted  to  it. 
After  some  further  illustrative  remarks,  Mr.  B. 
said,  in  every  point  of  view,  he  was  now  opposed 
to  the  districtmg  the  State  for  the  election  of 
Electors;  whilst  he  considered  the  remainder  of 
the  proposition  before  tbe  Senate  as  a  recurrence 
to  tbe  true  principles  of  the  Constitution,  which 
required  that  Represenutives  shonld  beuaiformly 
elected  by  districts.  Tbe  representative  body 
would  then  be  that  pure  organ  of  the  popular  wiA 
in  the  National  Councils,  which  tbe  spirit  of  tbe 
CoDstittttioQ  intends  it. 

Mr.  MAaoic,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  be  had 
no  disposition  to  enter  into  the  controversy  re- 
specting great  States  and  small  States.  He 
never  nacT  understood,  however,  that  any  State 
south  of  Virginia,  had  led  Virginia  into  a  change 
of  the  mode  of  election  of  Electors.  According 
to  history,  as  he  had  read  it,  Mr.  M.  said,  Vii^nia 
was  tbe  first  State  that  changed  its  mode  of  elec- 
tion ;  he  knew  of  no  State  which  bad  preriously 
changed  it.  The  Eastern  States  had  made  no 
ehange  at  all  in  that  respect,  haTing  been  uniform 
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in  adbering  tu  ooe  aystem.  It  was  Dot  of  mueb 
impoctaoce,  be  said,  wbo  led  and  who  followed} 
theqneBtioa  is,  what  shall  be  the  remedy  in  fatore 
for  the  want  of  nDlforiniiy  now  felt?  The  gen- 
tleman from  TlmDia  was  desirou*  that  the  amall 
States  sboald  be  districted  for  the  election  of  their 
Representatire^forwhat?  That  the  people  may 
express  their  will.  Mr.  M.  admitted  there  was 
suDstaoce  in  this  argument  as  to  the  great  Stales, 
but  not  as  to  the  small  ones,  in  which  every  man 
proposed  to  their  suffrage,  by  eeoeral  ticket,  was 
almost  equally  well  known  to  his  constituents,  as 
if  they  were  elected  by  districts.  As  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Electors,  and  tbeobserration  that  the  voice 
of  the  whole  Congress,  united  in  faror  of  any 
man,  would  be  but  as  a  feather  in  the  scale,  Mr. 
M.  said  it  was  a  feather  which  always  bad  turned, 
and  always  would  turn,  the  balance.  He  spoke 
not  with  reference  to  anjr  particular  traasactiooj 
but,  let  the  Congress  continue  to  make  their  oom- 
ioation,  the  State  Legislatares  their  nominations 
of  Sleetors,  and  these  two  together  would  forever 
give  a  President  to  the  United  States.  All  the 
a^uments  of  the  gentlemaa  in  faror  of  electing 
Representatives  by  districts  apply,  bat  with  much 
greater  force,  to  the  election  of  Electors ;  for  here 
u  the  great  pressure  of  daoger }  in  this  point,  may  it 
always  be  expected  that  an  iofluence  will  be  ex- 
erted over  the  people,  which  be  said  be  knew  no 
way  of  couQteractiog,  but  by  putting  each  Elector 
WLihin  ihe  sphere  of  the  personal  knowledge  of 
those  who  are  to  choose  him.  With  ibis  view 
ooly  did  Mr.  M.  incline  to  favor  this  part  of  the 
proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution,  which,  if 
adopted,  would  make  it  more  difficult  that  aoy- 
thiog  Ilie  dictation  should  be  practised  in  the  case 
of  the  election  df  Electors.  The  election  of 
Electors  by  districts,  would  tend  to  take  the  power 
of  appointing  the  head,  the  sole  depository  of  the 
power  of  the  nation,  out  of  hands  in  which  the 
Constitution  endeavored  to  prevent  its  ever  being 
placed.  He  was,  therefore,  favorable  to  that  part 
of  the  motion  before  the  Senate  which  related  to 
the  election  of  Electors.  lu  the  other  clause  of 
the  proposed  Constitutional  amendment  (relating 
to  the  election  of  Representatives)  he  saw  no 
great  advantage;  he  wished  the  practical  evil 
under  the  present  system  to  be  pointed  out.  The 
States  electing  by  general  ticket,  be  said,  were 
not  more  populous  than  some  of  those  districts 
in  the  States  choosing  by  districts,  in  which  two, 
three  and  four  members  were  for  convenience 
elected.  As  long,  Mr.  M.  said,  as  the  States  ex- 
ercised the  power  they  now  p<»se8s  (of  selecting 
the  mode  of  election)  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
themselves,  it  would  be  nawiae  to  interfere  with 
it.  Preferring  himtelf  to  leave  it  where  it  was, 
he  was  opposed  to  that  part  of  the  amendment. 

BAr.  KiHo  said  that,  so  far  as  regarded  the  man- 
ner and  time  of  choosing  Representatives  and 
Senators  to  Congress,  a  majority  of  the  Congress 
may  by  lav  now  establish  the  very  manner  of 
choosing  Representatives,  which  was  now  pro- 
posed to  be  erected  into  a  Constitutional  rule.  It 
seemed  lo  him,  therefoie,  unnecessary  to  alter  the 
Constitution  by  imposing  a  rule,  wheo,«eeordiog 
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to  the  Constitution,  a  competent  power  can  now 
make  the  same  regulation  by  law.  Not  so  with 
that  part  of  the  amendment  before  the  Senate, 
which  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  proposed  to 
atrikeoui.  The  States  majr  now  severally  direct 
the  manner  of  choosing  their  own  Electors ;  it  is 
proposed  that  the  maaner  shall  be  prescribed  bf 
the  Constitation.  This,  Hr.  E.  ihoogbt  would 
be  an  imjiortaot  chan^,  and  the  only  change 
suggested  in  the  Constitution  which  he  deemed 
an  improvement.  He  thought  be  might  venture 
to  say,  that  if  there  was  any  part  of  the  Coosti- 
tati9n  deemed  by  its  framers  and  advocates  to  be 
better  secured  tfaao  aoy  other  against  ibe  enter- 
prises which  have  since  occurred,  it  was  the  very 
provision  on  the  subject  of  elections  to  the  Pre»- 
ideocy.  The  idea  was,  that  tbe  action  of  that 
particular  agency  which  has  since  controlled  iL 
was  as  much  displaced  by  tbe  Constitutional 
plan  of  election  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
as  could  possibly  be  devised.  Tbe  opinion  had 
been  that  all  undue  agency  or  influence  was  en- 
tirely guu-ded  against ;  that  the  men  selected  by 
the  people  from  their  own  body  would  give  tbeir 
votes  in  such  a  manner  as  that  no  opportaoitf 
would  be  afforded  for  a  combination,  to  change 
the  freedom  and  popular  character  which  naturaUy 
belonged  to  tbe  electoral  bodies.  Such  bad  been 
the  idea  of  the  nation  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  tbe  Constitution.  We  all  know,  said  he,  iba 
course  which  this  thing  has  taken.  The  election 
of  a  President  of  the  United  States  is  no  longer 
that  process  which  tbe  Constitntion  contemplated, 
la  conformity  with  the  original  view  of  the  au- 
thors of  that  instrument,  I  would  restore,  as 
thoroughly  as  possible,  tbe  freedom  of  election 
to  the  people :  I  would  make  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion uniform  through  the  country,  by  throwing 
the  whole  nation  into  aa  many  dutrieu  as  there 
are  Bleetora,  and  let  the  people  of  each  distriet 
choose  one  Elector.  One  idea  on  this  subject, 
he  thought  worth  more  ibao  all  the  arguments 
against  this  course;  that  then  all  the  people  of 
the  country  would  sund  precisely  on  the  same 
footing;  and  no  imrtiealar  addresses  could  be 
made  to  the  special  interests  and  particalnr  views 
of  particular  men  or  particular  sections  of  the 
country.  The  course  now  pursued  in  this  respect, 
Mr.  K.  said,  was  not  entitled  lo  that  high  dis- 
tinction. On  the  contrary,  those  who  rtraecled 
on  it  could  not  help  seeing  that  our  progress  in 
Qovernment  was  not  for  the  better;  that  it  was 
not  likely  hereafter  lo  be  in  favor  of  popular 
lights.  It  was  with  the  people  the  Constitntion 
meant  to  place  the  election  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, that  being  the  source  least  Uable  to  be  cor* 
rupL  But  if,  under  the  name  of  tbe  liberty  of 
the  people,  said  Mr.  we  put  this  power  into 
other  hands,  with  diiEcrent  interests,  we  place  it 
in  a  situation  in  which  the  rights  of  the  people 
are  violated.  In  this  point  of  view,  to  hipi  (be 
said)  this  particular  clause  of  the  proposed  amend* 
meat  to  the  Constitution  was  of  great  value.  Let 
the  question  of  the  mode  of  eleetioo  of  Senatora 
and  Representatives  rest  where  it  is;  if  Congress 
ohooee  lo  inierpoae^  let  (hem.  The  other  part  of 
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th«  prapmition  wis  in  Airor  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  of  the  freedom  of  ibe  eoaatrjr ;  for,  wiib 
regard  to  these  ri^buaod  freedore,  no  man  eoald 
ume  ft  matter  to  important  ai  the  choice  of  the 
Pfesident  of  tbe  naiioo.  It  it  ao  infirmity  la  our 
Batons  that  we  look  for  chiefs  and  raters,  either  for 
their  soperior  Tiriae,  or  ibeir  sn  pposed  sobser  v  ieocy 
to  the  TtewB  of  those  io  sabordiDate  siiaaiioDs.  It 
was  a^iost  the  evil  of  the  latter  principle,  Mr. 
K.  desired  to  guard.  The  Ubenies  of  the  people, 
repeated  he,  of  which  we  iipeik  macb,  ire  more 
■fieicd  hj  the  choice  of  President  than  by  any 
other  ordinary  political  act.  In  tbia  point  they 
am  Toloerable ;  here  ODgfat  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple and  of  the  Slates  tolie  goarded.  Out  exist- 
eoee  and  the  pasMons  of  the  present  day  are 
epbemetal;  pabUo  liberty  shoold  be  immortal. 
Coosidering  that  this  body  should  be  to  the  peo- 
ple aad  the  Slates  not  only  the  safe  gaardiins  of 
their  rights  but  the  protectors  of  tbeir  liberty,  he 
hoped  they  woold  adopt  a  proTition  he  coostd- 
ered  so  neariy  ctHtaected  with  the  perpetuation 
of  both. 

Kr.  Babboor  said,  he  was  »ot  unaware  that  it 
was  competent  to  Congress  by  law  to  regulate 
ibe  mode  of  electing  RepreseDtatives;  but  it 
seemed  to  bim  to  be  one  of  those  imporiani  poli- 
tical principles  which  ought  not  to  depend  on  the 
will  of  Congress.  The  Representatire  ought 
not,  it  appeared  to  him,  to  be  the  depositary  of 
the  power  of  regulating  the  mode  of  eleciiog  his 
Boeecaaor.  Id  regard  to  the  Preaideoiial  etection, 
iriiieh  the  genilemao  from  New  York  regarded 
as  of  paramovDt  importance— oar  limited  Ma- 
gistiacy.  Mr.  B.  uid,  was  not  in  his  view  in  any 
degree  formidable  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
The  President  must  execute  the  public  senti^ 
B«ii;  when  he  departs  from  it,  be  from  that 
Moment  dates  bis  continuance  in  office.  There 
was,  Mr.  B.  said,  a  case  on  record  in  wbicb  a 
Preaideot  had  sought  to  carry  on  an  administra- 
tion in  opposition  to  the  public  sentiment;  he 
reaped  his  reward — one  which,  Mr.  B.  said,  be 
hoped  woold  attend  alt  who  should  make  the 
lin  attempt.  All  wise  QoTemments  look  with 
Bore  caution  to  those  who  represent  the  pub- 
lia  will  than  those  who  execute  it.  It  was  a  desid- 
eratan,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  purity  and  uniform- 
iiy  of  their  election  should  be  fixed  immuiably 
as  a  part  of  the  Constilation,  beyond  the  control 
of  theLegislatare.  The  propostiion  of  an  amend- 
nreut  of  this  sort  is  an  appeal  to  public  opinion 
wbicb  may  be  safely  made.  Whatever  may  be 
the  corruption  (which  God  forbid  I)  which  shall 
at  any  lime  pervade  the  Congress,  they  will  al- 
ways be  restrained  by  an  express  proviston  of 
the  Constilation ;  and,  if  this  amendment  be 
adopted,  tbejr  will  not  have  the  power  of  rega- 
nlating  the  mode  of  their  own  election  accord- 
ing to  ibetr  will  or  caprice.  It  was  wonderful 
to  him,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  so  Important  a  qoesiion 
should  ever  have  been  left  to  the  decision  of  those 
who  were  iaterested  in  it ;  and  could  be  account- 
ed for  only  by  viewing  it  in  the  light  of  an  ex- 
periment. '  He  desired  to  see  it  placed  on  a  sorer 
fonndatioa.   In  reply  to  Ur.  Mmon,  who  dented 


the  force  of  the  distinction  in  prineiple  between 
the  election  of  Electors  and  EUpreseaiativcs  hj 
a  general  ticket,  he  said,  that  In  elections  of 
Representatives  by  general  ticket,  men  were  fre- 
quently elected  to  Congress  in  tnat  mode,  who 
would  not  have  been  permitted  by  the  people  to 
represent  the  district  for  which  they  are  elected. 
The  Elector,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  mere  organ 
of  public  Fenttment,  on  a  question  in  regard  to 
which  there  is  no  sort  of  difliculiy  in  ascertain- 
ing the  will  of  the  people.  Mr.  B.  next  spoke  in 
repljr  to  Mr.  Kiho'b  remarks,  io  reference  to  the 
Presidential  election.  I  woold  ask  every  member 
of  the  Senate,  said  he,  whether  any  other  senil- 
menl  has  been  expressed,  or  anticipation  fbrmeiL 
in  regard  to  this  qsestion  than  that  the  will  of 
the  people  sboald  be  the  role  of  its  decision  ? 
Will  any  gentleman  undertake  to  say  that  any 
man  eoold  be  elected  Chief  Magistrate  of  thh 
nation  who  was  not  the  choice  of  the  people? 
The  gentleman  has  suggested  that  it  was  intend- 
ed, by  the  manner  in  which  the  Coostitation  is 
organized,  that  the  Electors  should  come  up  to 
the  Electoral  College  without  any  bias  on  their 
minds  as  to  the  character  for  whom  their  suf- 
frage is  to  be  given.  Did  the  gentleman,  as  one 
of  the  makers  of  that  Constitution,  supfiose  that 
the  minds  of  men,  chosen  for  the  purpose,  would 
be  wholly  nninfluenced  at  the  time  they  were 
called  on  to  give  their  electoral  TOte  1  Is  it  pos- 
sible or  ought  it  to  be,  that  their  minda  should 
be  free  from  preferenoe  antil  the  moment  thw 
are  called  on  to  put  their  ballot  in  the  box  ?  Such 
an  idea  is  perfectly  illusory  and  impracticable. 
The  question  must  be  decided  by  the  people, 
(who  ere  in  this  case  the  Gf^nd  Inquest,)  who 
are  the  fit  men  to  compete  for  this  high  station. 
If  the  Electors  are  to  decide  that  question,  after 
they  enter  on  the  performance  of  the  electoral 
duty,  they  become  the  only  source  of  election, 
and  wholly  deprive  the  people  of  this,  which  the 

fentleman  conceives  their  most  important  right, 
'he  troth  is,  and  most  be  so  obvious  as  to  be  in- 
dispoiable,  that  the  Electors  are  only  the  organs 
of  that  public  sentiment  which  has  been  long  and 
unequivocally  made  up.  Let  us  suppose  the 
time  ever  to  arrive,  wbeit  an  attempt  shall  be 
made  to  lake  from  the  people  the  election  of  their 
Chief  Magistrate— «ould  it  suoeeed  ?  Take  the 
Congress  and  the  State  Legislatures,  and  throw 
all  their  weight  together  in  one  scale,  and  the  wiU 
of  the  people  in  the  other ;  those  who  oppose  the 
people's  will,  at  once  will  kick  ihe  beam.  Why 
IS  it  that  the  eoasiiiuted  suthoritiesseem  lo  have 
any  agency  now  in  nominaiiog  candidates  for 
the  Presidency  t  It  is  in  homage  to  that  popular 
sentiment  of  which  they  have  the  knowledge. 
Mr.  B.  said,  be  did  not  believe  that  ail  the  Con- 
greu  united,  and  all  the  Legislatures  of  all  the 
States  combined,  could  succeed  against  public 
opinion.  There  was,  therefore,  no  danger  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people  from  the  present  mode  of 
electing  a  President  of  the  United  Slates.  An 
important  reason  why  a  different  rule  of  selection 
prevails  in  tbe  case  of  Electors  and  Representa- 
tives, he  aaid,  was,  that  in  the  ^oiee  of  the  Re- 
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pmcntatirea  the  ptople  mweljr  are  rqw— ented ; 
ID  the  choice  of  Bleeiors,  the  people  ud  the  sot* 
ereigmy  of  a  State  are  repreteoied.  If  Electois 
were  UDiformly  ehoseD  by  districts,  a  State— Vir- 
ginia for  iastaace— might  have  tweoty-fife  Blee- 
iors, and  gtre  bot  ooe  rote ;  whilst  Delaware^  ea- 
titlwl  ooly  to  three  Electors,  would,  io  the  same 
^ectioD,  give  three  votes—hariog  an  influence 
in  the  election,  inversely  proportioned  lo  its  oum- 
paraiire  popalatioo,  of  three  to  one.  It  foUowed, 
he  said,  that  unless  the  principle  of  a  general 
ticket  prevailed  in  the  election  of  Electon,  a 
Slate,  possessing  infinitely  the  greatest  namber  of 
Electors,  might,  by  a  DMnceurre  or  joggle,  be  de- 
prived of  itsTranenise  on  this  great  question. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  there  was  nothing  more  cer- 
tain to  his  mind,  toan  that  the  mode  of  election 
of  Elector*  ought  to  be  uniform  throughout  the 
United  States;  because^  if  it  ware  otherwise,  it 
wa*  possible  that  a  minority  might  eleet  the 
great  officers  of  the  United  Statea.  A  small 
State,  unanimous  for  one  candidate,  might  by 

Eneral  ticket  counterbalance  the  weight  of  two 
rge  States  voting  by  districu..  There  was  no 
way  bat  by  uniform  diMrict  election,  he  said,  to 
obtain  wiu  certainty  the  sense  of  the  people. 
We  have  seen,  in  the  history  of  this  Qomnment, 
the  node  of  cleetioo  in  some  States  change  more 
than  once.  We  must  take  people  as  we  find 
them ;  and  expect  that  they  will  change  their 
mode  of  election  when  it  is  necessary  to  secure 
them  their  just  weight  in  the  Union.  To  guard 
against  these  changes  in  self-defence,  or  from  po- 
litical views,  the  only  mode  was  to  provide  for  an 
uniformity  of  election  bydistrictt.  Thadifficulty 
in  regard  to  distfictiog  States  was  not  so  great 
as  had  be«  repRBeated.  The  State  which  he 
represented  had,  antil  lately,  bean  in  the  habit  of 
farming  taro  sets  of  districts—the  one  for  Repre- 
aantattTes,  and  the  other  for  Electors,  and  had 
not  eaparieneed  much  difficulty  in  it.  Was  it 
not  better  to  snrmouot  this  small  difficulty  than 
to  have  difiereat  principles  of  election  in  different 
Slates  1  Of  all  the  elections  affecting  the  nation, 
none,  he  said,  so  nearly  touched  its  great  interesu 
as  the  election  of  the  great  office  of  President; 
and  if  in  any  case  the  public  voice  should  be 
heard  more  distinctly  than  another,  it  was  in  that 
election.  WhaL  he  asked,  had  been  recently  done 
at  this  place,  alluding  to  the  nomination  lately 
made  1  Do  what  we  can,  aaid  he,  we  cannot  get 
olear  of  thii,  which  Mr.  M.  admitted  to  be  an 
eriL  But  what  bad  been  the  practice  in  States 
where  tha  general  ticket  system  prevails?  A 
year  before  the  election,  frequently,  do  not  these 
same  Sutes  make  a  nomination  of  Electors? 
This  is  the  consequence  of  the  general  ticket  sys- 
tem, adopted  from  choice  by  some  States,  and 
followed  by  necessity  from  others.  Although  it 
were  true,  as  bad  been  slated,  that  Congress  could 
regulate  the  mode  of  choosing  Representatives,  it 
was  to  pat  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  party  to 
change  the  mode  of  election  to  answer  any  par- 
ticular purpose,  that  he  would  make  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  in  this  respect,  to  pre- 
vent such  changes  as  the  States  had  made  in 
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the  mode  of  eleatisg  their  Electors.  When  pu<- 
tics  are  nearly  balaneed,  they  must  be  expected 
to  calculate,  so  long  as  the  power  is  with  them, 
whether  the  change  in  this  or  that  way  will  not 
give  them  the  majority.  Mr.  M.  uid  he  had 
much  rather  see  the  question  settled,  and  parties 
DO  longer  geograjphieal,  as  they  would  always  be, 
if  the  system  oi  general  election  coatinoed  to 
prevail.  There  were  some  States  in  the  Union 
which  had  never  changed  the  mode  of  elecUng 
Electors  or  Representatives.  What,  he  asluo, 
bad  been  the  consequence?  No  state  of  the  coun- 
try, no  conduct  of  the  Government,  had  produced 
in  those  Statea  the  least  apparent  change  in  their 
political  complexion.  The  best  interests  of  the 
country,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  M.,  required  that 
both  clauses  of  the  proposed  amendmeat  to  the 
Coeatituiioe  should  be  agreed  to;  which  wooU, 
as  much  as  possible,  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
people  to  elect  the  men  whom  they  prefer.  A 
fair  canvass  never  had  ukea  plac^  nor  ever 
could  uke  place,  in  voting  by  ^ml  ticket, 
where  the  people,  instead  of  having  a  persoiuu 
knowledge  of  those  for  whom  iher  rote,  Binsc 
take  their  characters  oa  trust.  AooUier  rea- 
son for  fixing  an  uniform  mode  of  election  by 
the  Constitution,  was,  that  at  present  doabts  are 
entertained  of  the  constitutionality  of  both  modes 
of  election,  in  the  quarters  of  the  eoiutry  whefe 
they  respectively  occur,  dtc. 

Mr.  Lacock  remarked,  (hat,  from  what  had 
been  said,  there  appeared  to  be  a  general  optnion 
that  there  would  be  an  advantage  in  bringing  the 
question  nearer  the  people.  Why  wee  it  thought 
necessary  that  the  people  should  have  awne 
knowledge  of  him  whom  they  deet?  That  they 
might  knew  htm  to  be  a  faithful  man,  who  wean 
vote  for  the  candidate  whom  they  preferreiL 
Now,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
these  agents  should  be  employed  between  the 
people  and  their  votes.  If  they  were  dispensed 
with,  and  the  people  in  each  Slate  were  to  gire 
in  their  votes,  (as  they  do  in  several  Slates  for 
their  Governors,)  these  votes  to  be  returiked  to 
the  Stale  Executives,  and  by  them  to  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  there  would  be  no  oceasion  for 
the  machinery  of  electoral  colleges,  and  of  course 
DO  difflcultv  in  fixing  an  uniform  mode  of  elec- 
tion. In  this  popular  mode  of  election,  Mr.  L. 
said,  there  could  be  no  fear  of  corruption.  He 
knew,  he  said,  that  it  would  be  otyeeted  that  this 
mode  of  election  would  produce  popular  fenaea- 
MttoD )  bat  he  denied  it.  Dapena  upoa  it,  said 
ha,  that  if  fermeat  exists  on  tbfs  qoestiea,  it  will 
be  excited  by  the  officers  of  Government,  and 
those  connected  with  them ;  the  peo[de  at  home 
will  remain  unmoved,  and  on  the  day  of  election 
will,  at  their  respective  polls,  soberly  and  dispas- 
sionately decide  thequeetioQ.  Mr.  L.  then  moved 
to  recommit  the  resolution  with  instractions  to 
report  an  amendment  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  President  and  Vice  President  by  the  Eleetm 
of  each  State  qualified  to  vote  for  the  most  nu- 
merous branch  of  the  State  Legislatures. 

Mr.  Habper  said,  as  he  might  be  called  awav 
by  other  husinaM  befora  this  question  was  decided, 
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ha  would  lain  this  opponu&ity  <^  expresnn;  his 
opiaioD,  and  his  hope  ibat  the  motiOD  last  made 
would  not  prevail,  because  it  seemed  to  htm  that 
the  priDclple  it  embraced  was  iafiDitelr  lees  ex- 
pedieat  tuB  tbat  now  oo  tbe  table.  It  would 
have  a  tendeocf  to  produce  more  anomalies  than 
now  exist  id  the Coostitution ;  to  refer  the  election 
of  Preudeat  to  a  less  certain  rule  thaa  we  have 
at  preseoi.  It  would  indgce  a  great  de^l  of  uo- 
necesary  troobJe  and  vexatioo,  and  would  at  last 
come  to  the  same  result,  as  io  tb*  more  simple 
and  less  embarrasaiog  mode  by  the  ehoiee  of 
Blceioii.  Ai  to  the  main  pnqwsition  before  the 
Seute.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  decidedly  lo  favor  of 
it,  for  this  general  reason ;  that  its  adoptioa  would 
tend  10  make  tbe  elections  of  President  less  a 
matter  of  juggle  aad  iotrigue  than  they  now  are. 
He  would  not  say  that  it  would  have  tbe  effect 
of  wholly  excluding  intrigue,  of  plaeiDg  this  great 
election  oo  tbe  footiux  oo  which  tbe  great  men 
who  framed  the  Coastitution  Taioly  imagiDed 
tbey  were  placing  it,  of  a  free,  unbiassed  ezpres- 
stoo  of  tbe  public  wUl;  but  he  thought  it  wotild 
briag  it  nearer  than  at  present.  Party  arrange- 
ments and  bargains  would  not  be  so  easy.  Bar- 
gains could  not  be  so  readily  struck  with  one  State 
for  this  great  office,  with  another  for  that — be 
would  not  say  as  had  been  done,  but  certainly  as 
may  be  done,  according  to  tbe  present  mode  of 
eleetioiL  Districting  the  States  for  ffleetors,  Mr. 
H.  aaid,  would,  in  bis  judgment,  hare  a  tendency 
to  render  the  Preaidestial  eleetion  more  free  and 
iadepeiident;  to  remove  it  more  from  the  grasp 
of  party  arraogements ;  to  prevent  bargains  be- 
tween profligate  agents,  aod  the  selling  of  tbe 
nation  tor  offices  to  the  bigbetit  bidder.  He  was, 
therefore,  decidedly  oj^osed  lo  striking  out  that 
part  of  the  propositioD  before  the  Senate. 

Oa  suggestion  of  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Lacock  hav- 
iag  BO  modified  bis  motion  as  to  direst  it  of  its 
peremptory  character,  and  make  it  a  motion  for 
inquiry  merely — 

Mr.  Dana  said,  in  that  shape,  he  shonld  vote 
foe  tbe  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Penu- 
syivaoia.  He  ackoowledged  that  if  Electors  are 
to  be  pledged  absolutely  that  tbey  will  give  their 
rotes  for  a  particular  persoti,  he  coald  perceive 
nothing  but  a  solemn  formality  in  tbe  election  of 
Blectors,  perfeetly  unnecessary.  He  knew  iwt 
why  these  men  snoold  be  interposed  between  the 
people  and  the  caodidate^t,  that  they  may  have 
an  opportonitf .  not  (under  the  practical  constrnc- 
lion  of  tbeii  office)  of  exercising  tbetr  judgment 
in  selecting  the  fittest  men,  but  of  playing  some 
trick  on  the  people.  This  was  a  subject,  Mr.  D. 
said,  OD  which  be  had  bis  doubts.  As  tbe  views 
of  tbe  Convention  on  this  subject  had  been  meu- 
tioned,  he  raid  he  would  state,  ibat  he  once  had 
permission  to  examine  the  original  journals  of  the 
Convention  io  the  office  of  State;  and  it  appeared 
that,  in  regard  to  the  election  of  President,  almost 
every  possible  mode  had  been  tried  and  rejected. 
It  was  proposed  at  first  that  tbe  election  should 
be  made  by  the  National  Le^slature.   This  was 

rd  to,  but  afterwards  reconsidered.  It  was 
propoeed  that  the  Preaident  ihoald  be  ehoMD 
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by  Electors  elected  br  the  several  States:  this 
was  rejected.  It  was  then  proposed,  and  rejected 
also,  that  be  should  be  chosen  by  the  people. 
The  real  fact  was,  tbe  Convention,  in  forming  a 
government  of  which  there  was  no  model  in  his- 
tory, bad  great  difficulties  to  surmount.  Projects 
of  all  kinds  were  tried,  and  none  could  succeed  to 
their  satisfaction,  on  this  particular  point.  At 
length,  after  many  fruitless  voles  on  difierent  pro- 
positions, a  graad  committee  was  appointed  to 
eourider  tbe  subject  They  ultimately  adopted 
the  compound  ratio  which  now  exists,  and  added 
the  feature  of  Vice  Presidency  to  tbe  system.  In 
regard  to  tbe  latter  office,  by  way  of  nlaitratiac 
its  inutility,  and  the  manner  and  motives  by  which 
it  was  disposed  of,  be  referred  to  a  histoncal  fact 
from  Grecian  bistwy.  On  an  occasion  in  which 
a  dispute  arose  among  the  allied  Generals  who 
had  fought  best  on  a  certain  campaign,  and  they 
could  not  agree — the  question  was  decided  by 
ballot,  on  which  two  names  were  to  be  inscribed; 
each  General  put  bis  own  name  first,  and  all  put 
that  of  Tbemistocles  as  second  best.  Since  tbe 
ameudmeat  to  the  Constitution  in  r^rd  to  that 
office,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  had  considered  the  Vioe 
Presidency  as  merely  an  item  in  tbe  general 
market  of  intrigue.  The  person  to  fill  it  is  al- 
ways chosen,  because  he  may  otherwise  be  a 
formidable  rival,  or  because  he  will  he  subservi- 
ent to  the  views  of  those  who  hold  the  Preaideney . 
Those  who  wield  a  party  can,  by  means  of  that 
office,  say  to  a  powerful  State,  here  is  your 
change;  we  will  give  you  a  Vice  President  if  yea 
will  vote  our  ticket  for  President."  Whilst  this 
was  the  cbi^racter  of  that  office,  Mr.  D.  said,  he 
would  have  none  of  it:  he  would  oot  give  as 
much  compensation  to  a  Vice*Fresident  as  to  a 
President  p'o  tempore  of  tbe  Senate;  for,  in 
point  of  character,  be  oonsiiiered  it  as  one  of  the 
most  trifling  c^ees  in  tbe  Goverumeot.  So  far 
as  r^arded  tbe  most  certain  mode  of  guarding 
against  cabal  and  intrigue,  tbe  very  circumstance 
of  districting  a  State  for  ten  years  at  a  time^  is 
that  which  would  enable  men  to  intrigue  with 
certainty  to  a  particular  point.  To  guard  with 
cerlaioty  against  intrigue,  tbe  mode  of  election 
should  be  left  aaoertain.  The  whole  plan  of  dia- 
tricting  tbe  United  States,  be  aaidj  was  more 
completely  adapted  to  tbe  purposes  of  intrigae.  bri- 
bery, aad  corruption,  than  any  that  had  ever  oeeB 
devised.  Believing  thus,  he  must  vote  against  it, 
not  taking  it  for  granted  himself  that  mere  change 
will  prove  a  remedy  to  existing  difficulties.  The 
distinction  between  tbe  two  parties  which  form- 
erly existed,  Mr.  D.  took  occasion  to  say,  was  now, 
or  soon  would  be,  merely  nominal.  Where  was 
the  difference  between  them  now,  be  asked,  ex- 
cept that  those  on  one  side  bad  gone  beyond  the 
others,  and  the  otberit  had  fallen  a  little  back? 
There  might  be  a  nominal  artificial  diatinctioa, 
but  there  was,  in  fact,  but  very  little  real  differ- 
ence. The  general  violence  and  error  of  party, 
he  said,  was  purity  itself,  compared  with  the  per- 
sonal corruption  that  we  have  to  guard  against— 
the  difficulty  of  preventing  whwb  will  be  io* 
ereaaed  rather  than  diminished  by  electing  wholly 
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hj  dittricts.  Upon  the  whole,  this  wm  a  subject 
reqairlDg  the  most  patient  iaTesiigatioD,  and  in 
which  a  reliance  oa  any  general  principles  will 
totally  deceive  you.  This  is  not  the  ouly  iDstauce 
in  which  the  practical  result  may  toiatly  differ 
rrom  that  which  you  undertake  to  produce. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  conceived  the 
idea  of  Mr.  Lacook  to  be  wholly  impracticable. 
Tbeqaalifications  of  roters  in  the  different  States 
were  so  entirely  different,  that  the  whole  election 
would  be  onequal  in  its  bearing  on  the  different 
States.  One  State  has  not,  in  some  instances, 
■eeordiog  to  its  population,  ooe-foarth  of  the 
votea  wEleb  another  State  may  |^Te,  &e.  If 
there  were  do  other  objeetioa  to  this  new  propo- 
sition, this  would  be  of  itself  conelusiTC. 

Mr.  Kiifo  spoke  to  Mr.  Lacock's  motion  :  All 
experience,  be  said,  had  shown  that  the  people  of 
any  country  were  most  competent  to  a  correct 
designation  of  their  first  magistrate.  So  far  as 
history  affords  us  light,  it  leads  lo  this  point ; 
that,  in  time  of  difficulty  and  peril  to  a  nation, 
when  it  is  in  utmost  need  of  superior  talent  for 
its  high  stations,  no  tribunal  is  more  competent 
to  discern  and  select  it  than  the  people.  Intrigue,, 
tarbulence,  and  corrnption,  may  faaTe  some  sway 
in  quiet  times,  when  all  is  tranqoillity  in  regard 
to  the  general  siination  of  tbe  eountry ;  bat  when 
the  Ship  of  Suie  is  in  peril  and  danger,  turbo- 
leoce  ceases,  and  the  best  men  are  by  an  instine- 
tive  power  fixed  on  by  the  people  for  their  gov- 
ernors. That  has  been  wonderfully  illustrated 
by  history;  and  the  best  designations  of  magis- 
trates hare  been  produced  in  this  way.  My  sober 
view  is,  said  Mr.  E.,  that,  as  to  the  election  of 
Chief  Magistrat^of  this  nation,  nobody  is  so  com- 
petent as  the  great  body  of  the  freemen  to  make  a 

S roper  selection.  Whether,  on  this  question,  their 
rst  impression  should  be  taken,  as  now  suggest- 
ed by  Mr.  Lacock,  was,  Mr.  E.  said,  a  question 
of  great  importauce.  There  would  be  great  dif- 
fieiilty  in  making  the  returns  of  tbe  votes ;  those  I 
who  collected  and  compared  the  votes  might  de- 
feat the  choice  of  the  people,  &e.  Not,  he  said, 
that  these  objeeiions  were  insuperable.  He  was 
persuaded  that  the  course  of  things  under  tbe 
present  mode  of  choosing  a  President  was  in  its 
nature  pernicious,  and  that  it  had  a  tendency  to 
prevent  theobject  Intended  by  the  Coostitutioo,  of 
a  pore  elective  magistracy.  Men  now  live,  said 
he,  who  will  probably  see  the  end  of  our  system 
of  Government  as  we  now  ^o  on :  terminate  when 
it  will,  that  terminatioQ  will  not  be  favorable  to 

Kbiic  liberty.  For  five  years  past,  Mr.  E.  eaid, 
had  seen  a  character  developing  itself,  the  pre- 
dominance of  which  he  feared.  Not  a  people  on 
earth,  he  said,  were  more  capable  of  high  excite- 
ment than  this  people.  During  tbe  excitement  of 
the  passion  to  which  he  referred,  if  a  contested 
election  occurs,  tbe  gownameo  must  stand  aside; 
another  character  supersedes  them  j  and  there 
eta  belittle  difficulty  in  judging  what  will  be  tbe 
result.  The  march  from  multary  rule  to  despot- 
ism is  certain.  iDvariable.  Those  who  think  they 
see  the  protwble  tendency  of  our  present  system 
ihtmld  interpoae  aomelhtng  renuditl.  The  peo- 
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pie  in  this  particular  are  the  best  keepers  of  their 
own  rights;  and  any  device  to  remove  that  power 
from  toem  weakens  the  security  of  it.  Mr.  K. 
said  he  was  anxious  that  tbe  Senate  should  come 
to  this  question  without  the  feelings  of  party ;  it 
was  one  involving  all  their  interests  and  those  of 
their  families  and  descendants.  He  knew,  he  said, 
that  this  propmttioo,  if  agreed  to,  would  break 
down  the  power  of  the  great  States.  He  had  no 
objection,  if  in  curtailing  their  power,  the  same 
measure  regulated  the  rights  of  the  whole  nation 
equally.  He  was  willing  to  let  the  election  for 
the  Presidency  rest  wholly  on  the  people.  He  was 
therefore  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock. 

Mr.  Fromentih  said,  that  although  in  favor  of 
.the  principle  of  the  original  proposition  for  an 
uniform  mode  of  election,  there  was  socb  a  dis- 
position to  run  away  with  tbe  question,  he  could 
not  but  regret  it  had  been  proposed  at  all.  It  was 
now  proposed  to  refer  the  election  of  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  the  United  States  to  the  people  at  large. 
He  could  not  conceive  how,  in  tbe  spirit  of  the 
Oovernment  in  which  we  live,  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  ascertain  the  result  of  such  an  election. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  had 
hinted  at  some  of  the  possible  consequences  and 
difficulties  of  it.  I  nm,  said  Mr.  P.,  as  fully  per- 
suaded as  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that 
the  people  are  the  source  of  all  power ;  that,  «> 
loog  as  they  are  uoeorrupted,  their  liberties  are 
in  no  danger.  In  reference  to  the  cases  of  ancient 
Republics,  it  had  been  said,  that  the  people  had 
never  been  mistaken  in  their  choice,  in  tne  hour 
of  danger,  of  a  proper  character  for  the  Chief 
Magistrate.  But,  is  our  situation  to  be  compared 
to  that  of  those  Republics?  What  were  Greece 
or  Rome  to  the  United  States?  Although  the 
choice  there  nominally  fell  on  the  people,  it  vaa 
on  those  of  a  few  adjacent  cities,  who  exercised 
the  whole  authority,  and  pointed  out  some  man 
on  the  spot  qualified  for  the  exigency  of  tbe  mo- 
ment. Look  at  the  vast  expanse  of  our  country-, 
from  Maine  to  Louisinna— no  such  election  could 
here  be  made  in  case  of  emergency ;  before  it 
conid  be  consummated  we  should  be  devoured  hj 
tbe  monster  which  threatened  us.  It  is  not  pos- 
sible to  suppose  such  a  state  of  things  in  this 
country,  as  that  from  which  the  gent^man  has 
drawn  his  analogy.  However  the  practice  of 
electing  Electors  by  State  Legislatures  mi^bt 
have  prevailed,  Mr.  F.  said  he  could  find  nothing 
in  the  Constitution  which  sanctioned  what  he 
^houtd,  with  due  deference,  call  this  osurpatioa 
of  power  by  tbe  Slate  Legislatures.  There  was 
but  a  single  step  from  one  usnrpatioa  to  another, 
and  it  was  time  a  just  construction  should  be 
given  to  the  Constitution.  If  no  other  good  re- 
sults from  this  discussion,  but  an  uniform  mode 
of  election  by  all  the  States,  the  Senate  would  be 
abundantly  compensated  thereby  for  all  the  time 
they  had  consumed  in  tbe  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject. The  officer  to  be  elected  was  tbe  officer  of 
the  whole  community,  as  much  of  Massachusetts 
as  of  Qeorgia,  of  Connecticut  as  of  Kentucky. 
Why  then  should  a  different  mode  of  election 
ptcTUlindiflbcentStues?  Mr.P.enminedthe 
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piogren  of  electioos  uoder  the  preseDt  system. 
The  Legislatures  of  some  States  may  keep  back 
their  electiop  aotil  ibe  day  before  the  ele^oD  of 
Presideut  ia  to  take  place,  and  may  appoiol  BleQ- 
lors  out  of  their  own  body  too ;  and  those  Elee- 
tora,  haTiDE  ascertained  the  opiaion  of  other  Elee- 
torSf  (which  the  Coostitutioo,  by  fixing  the  same 
day  for  the  electioa  ia  every  Stale,  meant  to 
guard  agaiosi.)  decide  which  ever  way  tbey  can 
make  the  best  bargain,  or  their  interest  iaclioes. 
It  was  with  a  view  to  remedy  this  and  similar 
evils,  which  bare  e:iisted  and  do  exist,  that  he 
was  10  faror  of  the  proposition  to  amend  the  Con- 
aiiiudoD,  but  against  the  motion  to  refer  it. 

Mr.  Harper  suggested  an  additiooal  objection 
to  Mr.  Lacock's  motion ;  tbatj  in  proposing  that 
the  election  should  beper  capita,  it  threw  out  of 
riew  altogether  the  Federal  principle  by  wbicb 
the  sever  eigniies  of  Slates  are  represented,  as  well 
as  the  people,  in  the  present  mode  of  election. 
This  would  break  in  upon  the  principles  of  our 
€}oTernmeni,  and  destroy,  pro  ttaUOf  that  princi- 
ple of  compromise  which  runs  through  every 
nan  of  the  Coostitutioo.  It  would  destroy  that 
uflneace  of  the  smaller  Stales  in  the  Presidential 
electioa,  which  arises  from  their  representatioB 
of  the  sovereign  characters  of  the  States— and 
thoa  completely  destroy  a  very  imporunt  princi- 
ple of  the  Constitution ;  taking  from  Louisiana,  for 
uwtaoce,  two-thirds  of  its  iofluence  in  the  election, 
Crom  New  York  only  one- fourteen  ib,  &c.  Snch 
I  a  mode  of  election  would  also  produce  much  em- 
barrassment, if  not  insuperable  difficnlty  in  earry- 
ii^  it  into  execution. 

Mr.  Lacock  thought  that  the  objections  urged 
might  all  be  obviated  or  overcome.  What,  he 
asked,  could  make  os  so  much  ooe  people^  as  to 

firetoall  the  people  thisgeneral  equal  privilege? 
t  wiii  produce  in  the  national  habits,  manners, 
I  and  love  of  coontry,  more  harmony  than  any  other 
I  political  measure  which  could  be  possibly  adopt- 
ed. If  it  would  have  that  eifeet,  it  was  the  duty 
of  everr  gentleman,  Mr.  L.  said,  so  far  to  sac- 
rifice his  own  views,  as  to  let  the  resolve  go  to  a 
committee,  and  suffer  it  to  be  examined  whether 
or  not  it  could  not  be  divested  of  the  objectioos 
of  mere  deuil  which  had  been  urged  to  it. 

Mr.BisBsaid  he  was  disposed,  with  thegeotle- 
man  last  up,  to  adopt  any  measure  to  inspire  sen- 
timents of  natiooality  among  tbe  whole  body  of 
the  people;  but  he  would  not  accept  those  which 
wotild  resoU  to  the  benefit  of  one  or  two  large 
Sutes  at  the  expense  of  others.  In  this  respect, 
he  concurred  in  Hr.  Harper's  view  of  Mr.  La- 
cock's  proposition.  There  was,  perhaps,  no  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  which  bore  stronger 
internal  evidence  of  having  been  tbe  result  of 
compromise  than  that  now  under  consideration. 
What,  if  the  last  new  proposition  were  to  prevail, 
would  be  the  condition  of  tbe  slave-holding 
Sutes  %  They  would  lose  tbe  privilege  the  Con- 

Ialitntion  now  allows  them,  of  votes  upon  three- 
fiAbs  of  their  population  other  than  freemen.  It 
would  be  deeply  injurious  to  them.  Mr.  B.  said, 
however,  he  had  no  particular  objeetioa  to  com* 
nutment  for  the  purposes  of  inquiry. 
I  14th  Cos.  1st  Skss.— 8 
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Mr.  Barboor  said  this  Ust  propoaitioo  contem- 
plated not  merely  a  change  in  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion, but  a  revotntioo  in  tbe  Government.  This 
subject  had  now  risen  to  a  degree  of  importance 
far  greater  than  it  at  tirst  possessed.  Had  the 
netitton  come  from  any  quarter  of  the  United 
States,  either  from  the  State  Legislatures  or  from 
the  people,  that  Ibis  great  change  should  be  made 
in  our  form  of  Government,  that  the  powers  of 
the  several  estates  or  departments  of  tbe  nation 
should  undergo  this  metamorphosis,  this  destrac- 
tion  of  the  balance  of  power  in  the  Confederacy  7 
It  had  pleased  Qod  to  give  the  Southern  country 
a  population  aoomiilous,  having  the  double  char- 
acter of  person  and  properly;  otherSiates  had  none 
such.  Again,  our  great  American  family  was 
divided  into  greater  and  lesser  societies ;  meetioff 
together  to  form  a  confederation  for  general  wel- 
fare and  security ;  a  compromise  of  particular  in- 
terests bad  taken  place,  wbicb  such  a  rule  as  was 
now  proposed  would  violate  and  overthrow.  Al- 
though this  might  be  for  the  interest  of  the  large 
States,  said  be,  I,  for  ooe  of  tbe  Representatives 
of  a  large  Stale,  utterly  disclaim  it;  I  will  not 
touch  the  principle  established  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. Seeing  that  no  human  io^ooity  can  pro- 
vide a  remedy  for  the  evils  of  this  project,  should 
it  succeed,  I  must  vote  agaioKt  even  a  reiferenee 
of  it. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  he  was  willing  lo  see  the  de- 
tails, though  as  averse  to  toucliing  the  principle 
of  compromise  in  the  Coosiitution  as  tbe  gentle- 
man last  up.  Tbe  relative  weight  of  tbe  States 
might  perhaps  he  preserved.  If  it  could,  tbe  best 
mckle  of  obviating  that  spirit  of  intrigue  wbicb  the 
election  of  a  Prexident  always  will  generate, 
would  be  to  carry  the  qnesUoo  lo  the  mass  of  the 
pe^le. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Lacocr's  motion  to  refer 
the  proposed  Constitutional  amendment  to  a  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  so  amending  it  as  to  refer  tbe  Presiden- 
tial election  in  tbe  firat  instance  to  the  whole 
people,  was  decided  as  follows: 

Ybis— Mwsrs.  BiU).  Brown.  Campbatt,  Daggett, 
Dans,  OsiUard,  Goldsborongh,  Kin&  Lacock,  Robart^ 
Sanfind,  Tmit— IS. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Cbace,  Condit, 
Fromentin,  Horasy,  Howall,  Hunter,  Macon,  Mason 
tA  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Rug- 
glsB,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Toroer,  Vamnm, 
Wells.  WUUams,  WilMU— 31. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  BARBona's 
motion,  lo  strike  out  the  second  member  of  the 
resolution,  as  follows: 

^  For  the  purpose  of  sppointing  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  Unitsd  SUtes,  esdi 
Stats  ^sli,  by  iu  Legislatore,  be  divided  into  a  nnm- 
ber  of  districts,  equal  to  the  number  of  Eleeun  to 
which  such  State  may  be  entided.  Those  distiietB 
shall  be  composed  of  coDtignoos  territory,  ud  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  nomber  of  inhabitants, 
entitled,  by  the  Constitution,  to  representation.  In 
each  district  the  persons  waliGed  to  vote  for  Represen- 
(attves  ahaU  qipMnt  one  Slecter,  and  no  note.  Tbe 
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Elflolon,  when  ooiiTaQed,dialt  haw  power,  in  cue  any 
of  thoes  ^pointed  tm  above  pnwiibed  iliiiu  ftitl  to  at- 
tend fin  the  pnrposea  of  their  laid  apPMntment,  on  the 
day  preteribed  tor  giving  their  TOtei  ibr  Pieaidnit  and 
Yieo  Praaidflutof^  United  States  to  appoiiit  another 
or  otheia  to  act  in  the  piMa  of  Um  or  them  ao  fiUling 
to  attond." 

It  wu  deMrmioed  in  the  negatire— yeas  13, 
Days  80,  as  foUows: 

Tais— Mean.  Barbonr.  Bairy,  Bibb>  Dana,  Gail- 
lard,  Lacodi,  Maaon  of  Tiiginia,  Bdwrta,  Rogglea, 
Sanford,  Tait,  and  Wikon. 

Nats— Heasia.  Biewn,  Chaoe,  Gondii  Da^tt, 
Frementin,  Oddabwoni^,  Honey,  Uow^,  Honter, 
King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampahirs,  Morrow, 
Talbot,  Thompooii,Tiefaenor,  Tniiur,Vani«Bt  Wells, 
and  Winiama. 

Oo  mottOD,  by  Mr.  Barboitr,  that  the  further 
oonsideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to 
the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  it  was  deiermioed 
iD  the  afBrmalive— yeas  18,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

YiAi — Maasra.  Barbour,  Bany,  Bibb,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Gaillard,  Horaey,  Howell,  Honter,  LaOMk, 
Mason  ofTirginia,  Roberts,  Ragglas,  Saafetd,  Tallxrt, 
Tait,  Walb.  and  Wibon. 

Nax*— MeasTs.  Brown,  Chace,  Gondii,  Fromentin, 
Oeldilmxiiigh,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Momw,  Thompsm,  Tidienor,  Tomer,  VMnnm,  and 
WiUiama. 


Thossday,  March  31. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  to  abolish  the  exist- 
ing duties  OD  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
States,  and  to  lay  other  duties,  in  Ilea  of  those  at 
present  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirtEu* 
COS  liquors,"  wad  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  ao  Uni- 
form National  Currency. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  farther  pro- 
Tision  for  nettling  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory 
of  Illinois,"  was  read  theaecood  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lalore  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  reaolation  from  the  Honse  of  Represeota- 
tires,  for  the  appoiotment  of  a  joint  eommittee 
on  the  subject  of  an  adjournment  of  C(Higress, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Bfassaehnsetts  Bible  Societies,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  entitled  "Ao  act  making  further  proTision 
for  military  services  daring  (be  late  war,  and  for 
other  porposes,"  together  with  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tal- 
bot, the  farther  consideration  tbereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  "for  callia^  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
vepel  inrasloDS."  This  bill,  in  addition  to  the 
eDtetmeots  contained  in  former  laws,  provides 
that  in  cases  of  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  Oovem- 
ors  or  Commanders-in-Chief  in  each  State,  to  call 
forth  the  militia,  when  legally  required,  the  Pn- 


sident  of  the  United  States  shall  be  authorized  to 
call  upon  any  officer  or  officers  having  command  ' 
in  the^ilitia,  who  shall  forthwith  comply  with  , 
the  requisition,  and  detach  the  men  under  tbeir  ; 
command.  ! 

After  sereral  unsuccessful  motions  to  amend  I 
and  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  Mr.  Masoh,  of 
Virginia,  submitted  amendments  for  considera- 
tion, and  the  bill  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pasted 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  liquidation  of  cer- 
tain claims,  and  for  other  purposes;"  also,  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  i 
expenses  of  Qoveroment  and  mainuioing  public  i 
credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  : 
and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  in  which  bilb  - 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post  Of- 
fice Establishmeot,**  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee. 
Mr.  Varnuh  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair: 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  4tb  ameod- 
ment  reported,  to  strike  oat  the  whole  of  the  3d 
seetion,  as  follows : 

"Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  letters  and 
packets  to  and  from  an;  member  of  dia  Senate,  or 
member  or  delegate  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTeB 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  SecreUry  of 
the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  Honse  i^Ba^asenUtivea, 
AaH  be  conveyed  free  of  poetage  from  tba  eooaetw^ 
ment  of  evny  Congresa  until  Ae  taradnation  tb^m 
and  tot  tlur^  d^  thereafter:  Pwirfwfiihwya. 
no  letter  «r  pai^t  aball  exceed  two  oonoaa  in  w^tU. 

It  was  determined  in  the  aflBrmaliTe— yeas  2S, 
nays  11,  as  follows: 

YaAs— Messrs.  Barnr,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Gaillud.  Howell,  Lacod:  MacMi. 
Mason  of  Viri^nia,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Roggles,  Talbot 
Tait,  Thompson,  TidieBOr,  Tomer,  Vamnm,  Wfflianu, 
and  Wilaon. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dane,  Fromentin,  Galdibofongh, 
Gore,  Honey,  Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  Mew  Hamp- 
Aire,  Sanford,  Taylor,  and  Welb. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fbohsktir,  to  sohstiiote 
the  following  in  lien  of  the  3d  section  striekeo 
out : 

"Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  letters 
and  packets  to  any  member  of  the  Senate,  or  member 
or  delegate  of  the  House  of  Representativeg  of  the  Con- 
gresa of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  Clerk  of  die  Honse  of  Ratresentatives,  ^1  be 
conveyed  free  of  postage  from  Uie  commencement « 
every  Conj^eaa  nntil  the  termination  thereof,  and  As 
thirty  days  thereafter :  Pnmded  ahomt.  That  no  let- 
ter or  packet  ahall  exceed  two  ounces  m  weight." 

It  was  determined  in  the  n^tire— yeas  9,  nays 
24,  as  follows: 
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-  Tufl — ^M«ans.  Daggett,  Bun,  PromeBtin,  OoM»< 
bcrroogfa,  Ctore,  Hanter,  Eiag,  Sanford,  and  Tail. 

Nats — Menn.  Bwnj,  Brown,  CampMI,  Chace, 
Condit,  GaHlaid,  Honqr,  Howdl,  Laem^,  Macon, 
Maaen  of  New  Bampdiiro,  Maaon  of  Virginia,  Morrrw, 
Bobeita,  Rnggha,  Tdbot,  Taylor,  Ttempaon,  Ttcha- 
nor,  Tnnier,  yanam,  WaUt,  WUKaau,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  atnended  the  President 
resumed  ibe  Chair,  and  Mr.  Vabmiiu  reported  it 
Co  the  Houjte  accordiogijr. 


Feidat,  March  82. 
Mr.  Tbohpsor  pnaeDted  the  meowrMl  of  the 
pn^ieton  of  the  Middlesex  Caoal,  in  the  Com* 
BOBVcalih  of  Massaebiueus^  praying  the  patron- 
age and  protection  of  Congress, fur  reawHu  stated 
at  iarge  in  the  memoriar;  vbiefa  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  aiipoioted  m  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes  as  relates  lo  roads  and  canals^  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Habfer  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Patterson  and  Robert  Patterson,  owners  of  cer- 
tatD  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore,  which 
doriog  the  late  war  were  iojored  by4he  erection 
of  batteries,  intrenchnieDts,  and  other  works  for 
defensive  operations  thereon,  and  praying  remu- 
neration for  the  loss  and  injury  by  them  sustained, 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  CoDomtlee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Tadvpaoir  presented  the  petitions  of  son- 
dry  inhabitauts  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
against  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on  the  Sab- 
bath ;  and  the  petitions  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appoinied  the  22a  of  December 
on  similar  petitions  from  Pennsyjjtania,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  orTtherwise. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  liqaidaiion  of 
certain  claims,  and  for  other  purposes,^  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
OD  Military  Aflairs  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  act  en- 
ui\ed  |Aq  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining ibe  public  credit,  by  laying  dutieson  house- 
hold tutniture,  and  on  ^td  and  silver  watches," 
vaa  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finanee  and  an  Uniform  National 
Cnrreoey. 

Mr.  BaowN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
shoQld  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  estoblishiog  a 
port  of  deliTcry  at  the  town  of  Bayon  St.  John. 

Mr.  RooabBn,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  anthor- 
ize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  alter  the 
road  laid  out  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 
river  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  the  western  line  of 
the  Cooneeticut  Reserve;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bbovn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  refn-red,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell  a  cer- 
ttin  part  of  a  tract  of  laad  reserved  for  the  use  of 
that  State;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
^  Kcoad  leading. 


The  Seiiate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  aet 
making  further  provision  for  military  services 
daring  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendmeDt  proposed  thereto; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  considera- 
tion thereof  was  further  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolotion  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  commitMa  on  the  sab- 
jeot  of  an  u^mrnment ;  and  it  passed  to  a  tbitd 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sarpokd,  the  resolation  lut  , 
mentitmed  was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimom 
consent,  and  eoneurred  in. 

Ordmd,  That  Messrs.  Dagobtt,  HoaasT,  and 

Macoh,  be  the  committee  on  their  part 

The  Senate  renamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Erastos  Loorais;"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Tirginta,  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  estab- 
lish the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved 
for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  tht 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Tirgtoia  line  on  Con- 
tinental Establishment,  was  further  postponed  un- 
til Monday  next. 

On  his  motion,  the  conaideratioa  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  relating  to  the  claims  of  tba 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Sute 
and  Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty  lands, 
was  also  further  postponed  until  Monda;r  »^^'- 

On  moiioa,  by  Mr.  SAKF0Bn,lhe  consideration 
of  the  bill  concerning  certain  advances  made  for 
the  public  service  by  the  city  of  New  York,  was 
further  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Holker,  formeriy  Consul  Qeneral  of 
France  to  the  United  States;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  timeT'  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robebtb,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  dividing  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  into 
two  judicial  districts,  was  further  postponed  nntll 
Tuesday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbbtb,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  concerning  the  District  of  Columbia, 
was  further  putponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Massachusetts  Bible  Socie- 
ties," and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed aod  read  a  third  time  7"  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Gamble,  praying  additional  compensation 
for  his  services  as  inspector  of  the  customs  in  the 
district  of  Niagara,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  me- 
morial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  eonaiderand  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tashoh  preaented  the  memorial  of  Joeeph 
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Marqnand,  collector  of  the  rerenue  for  the  dis- 
triet  of  Newburypori,  prayiog;  ao  increase  of 
eompensatioD  for  his  services,  as  stated  in  the 
memorial ;  which  was  tead,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Carrener- 

Mr.  Dana  snbmttted  the  following  motion  for 
eoniideniiion : 

Seaabedt  That  the  Preaidant  of  ths  Unilad  States 
be  xeqvested  to  eann  iidbnnatton  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  in  relation  to  such  proeaedinga  as  baw  been 
bad  for  eompleting  an  accnrate  diart  of  the  coasts 
within  the  extent  of  twenty  leagues  from  any  part  of 
the  shores  of  the  United  States,  and  in  relation  to  sacb 
examinaUona  and  obserrations  as  may  hare  been  made 
with  respect  to  St.  Ocorge'a  Bank,  and  any  other  bank 
or  shoal,  and  the  aoandUiga  and  canents  beyond  snch 
distance  to  the  Golf  Stream,  in  pnnnianee  of  the  act 
of  the  10th  of  Febmary,  1807,  entitled  **An  Act  to 
provide  for  stureying  the  coasts  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Cahfbbli^  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
ud  an  Uniform  National  Carreocy-,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate 
tbe  subscribers  to  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
reported  it  without  amendment ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Cahpbbll,  the  farther  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Monday  next. 

Mr.  HoBBET,  from  a  select  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  provide  more  effectually  for  tbe  payment 
of  specie  by  the  several  banks  within  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

[This  bill  provides  that  if  any  bank  or  banking 
eompany  in  the  District. of  Columbia  shall  re- 
fuse aHer  ibe  first  day  of  January  next,  to  pay 
its  notes  or  checks  with  specie,  by  summary  pro- 
cess, judgment,  and  execution  may  be  obtamed 
against  them  by  the  holder,  with  twelve  per  cent, 
interest  from  the  time  of  such  failure  or  refusal, 
to  pay  snch  notes  in  specie,  dte.  But  thia  rem- 
edy shall  not  be  naed  by  any  bank,  or  bank  agent, 
as  a  remedy  against  another  bank.] 

INCREASE  OF  SALARIES. 

Mr.  FaouENTiN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  providing 
for  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of 
Government  therein  meoiloned,  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readit:g. 

The  report,aud  bill  are  ait  follows: 

The  committee  appointed  to  inqnire  into  tbe  expo* 
dieney  of  increasing  tbe  salaries  of  all  Ibe  oOkm  of 
Govecnmeut,  beg  leave  to  reports— 

Tha^  fiom  the  nest  thoroogh  investigation  by  them 
bestowed  on  Ibe  subject  referred  to  them,  they  can 
have  no  hentatton  in  recommending  an  increase  of 
salary  to  all  tbe  officers  of  GoTeroment  mentioned  in 
the  bill  which  accompanies,  and  which  they  pray  may 
be  considered  as  part  of  this  their  report.  By  contrast- 
ing tbe  prices  of  all  tbe  necessaries  of  life  at  the  time 
atwbicb  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Government  were 
first  fixed  with  the  priMs  now  to  be  given  for  tfie  same 
necessary  articles,  yonr  committee  an  satisfied  that  the 
expenses  of  Hving  have  been  inersased  in  a  proportion 
mndt  greater  tlwn  Ae  increase  contemi^aled  in  tbe 
bill  now  submitted  to  the  Senate.  At  tbe  same  tim^ 
iMntee,  that  th^  weee  psnoaded  an  additien  waa  to 


be  made  to  tbe  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Government, 
they  entertained  doabis  as  to  tbe  amount  of  angment»- 
tioo  which  it  might  be  proper  for  Ihun  to  recommend, 
having  •  due  regard  both  to  the  necessities  wT  the  oS- 
cors  to  be  provided  for,  and  to  the  principles  of  a  wise 
and  prndent  economy.  From  these  doubts  your  com- 
mittee feel  themselves  relieved  by  the  principle  of 
augmentation  established  in  the  act  lately  passed  to 
change  the  mode  of  compensating  tbe  members  of 
Congress. 

From  tbe  year  1790,  when  tiie  Government  first 
went  into  operation,  to  the  end  of  the  tiurteentii  Con- 

Sess,  it  aroeaxB,  by  a  reforence  to  tbe  jooraab.  that 
ongraaa  nave  been  in  eeanon  four  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  forty'Clgbt  days ;  vriiieh  number  of  days,  di- 
vided 1^  twenty-six,  the  whole  number  of  yean  which 
have  elapsed  fUm  the  beginning  of  tbe  first  to  the  end 
of  the  thirteenth  Congress,  gives  for  each  year  an  avoc- 
age  nnmber  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-ntne  days  and  a 
fraction  during  which  Congress  bave  been  in  session, 
without  making  any  mention  of  tbe  additional  number 
of  days  during  which  the  Senate  have  been  ooeasieB- 
ally  called  upon  to  stt  on  Exeeative  business. 

Bad  the  compensation  of  members  of  Congress  then 
been,  ss  it  now  is,  at  the  rate  of  ^IJSOO  per  annum, 
instead  of  six  dollars  per  day,  they  would  have  received 
nine  dollars  and  a  fraction,  making  the  increase  to  their 
salary,  as  fiAd  by  the  act  to  change  the  mode  of  com- 
pensating the  members  of  Congress,  abont  fifty  per 
cent,  over  tbe  sum  at  which  it  was  originally  fixed  in 
the  year  1790;  an  increase,  however,  still  reduced 
somewhat  below  fifty  per  cent,  as  no  alteration  haa 
taken  place  in  the  mileage.  . 

Fifty  per  cent.,  then,  being  about  tbe  increase  made 
by  Congress  to  the  eompeniaUon  of  their  own  mem- 
beia,  may  be  fiurly  considered  as  tbe  standard  by  wfaidi 
tbe  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Government  ought  to  be 
now  regulated;  and  tbe  committee  would  have  im- 
ported to  you  a  reecdution  to  that  effect,  bad  there  been 
no  occasional  inorease  of  salary  to  some  of  the  ol6eam 
whose  compensation  was  miginaUy  fixed  In  the  year 
1790,  and  had  tiieie  not  been  sevcrd  offices  ereatad 
since  with  rather  more  adequate  salaries. 

These  drcnmstances  preclude,  on  the  part  of  the 
committee,  the  posubHity  of  a  compliance  with  a  strict 
adherence  to  tbe  prindple  of  increase  in  every  case  in 
absolutely  the  same  exact  proportion.  Your  committee 
were  furUier  induced  to  sacrifice  unimportant  fractions 
to  tbe  advantage  resulting  from  adopting  a  mode  of 
compensation  amounting  to  a  round  sum.  With  this 
view  of  the  subject  referred  to  them,  and  without  losing 
altogether  sight  of  the  prinu|de  adopted  by  Congress  in 
the  act  proTMtng  for  tbe  inereaeeof  tiieir  owncompm* 
aation,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  add  that,  except 
in  a  few  cases,  where,  frwn  the  eonrideratioos  above 
mentioned,  they  have  reported  below  the  increase  of 
fifty  per  cent.,  they  have  rather  generally  gone  beyond 
thui  remained  below  the  windplo  of  an  increase  of 
fifty  per  cent,  to  the  aalaiiea  as  th^  were  oi^iny^ 
fixed  in  the  year  1790. 


A  Bill  providiiv  for  the  inereaae  of  the  salaries  ot  the 
flffioera  of  Government  theieia  mentioned. 

Btii  enaOti,  hs  tkeSeaaU  and  Bou$eof  Rmn- 
ten^va  of  tke  united  Statea  of  Amaiem  in  Cm- 
grtat  tutembied.  That,  in  lien  of  the  salaries  ftmneriy 
allowed  to  the  officers  of  Government  mentioned  in 
this  act,  thne  dull  be  allowed  to  tbam.fiH^  the  let 
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day  of  Jtnasrf ,  1816,  Um  fUIowing  tnDQtl  aaltries, 
pajabi*  quarterly,  at  Um  Tmmmj  of  the  United  8tat«a, 


to  wit: 

To  the  Secrataiy  of  State     ....  $6,000 

To  the  Secretary  trf'the  TrMUWy  -      -      •  6,000 

To  Ute  Secretary  of  War      ...      -  6,000 

To  the  Becrateiy  of  Ute  Kvrj      .      .      -  6.000 

To  the  Attmnoy  General     ....  4,000 

TetheCoaqKnUv   MOO 

To  the  Postmaster  General  -  4,000 

To  tbe  Andilor   S,600 

To  the  TreMorer  -      -      -      -     ■  -      -  8,600 

To  tlie  Commiaiioner  of  the  General  Land  3,fi00 

Office   3,500 

To  the  CommiMoner  of  the  Revenne    -      -  3,500 

To  tbe  Register   3,600 

To  Ifae  Accountant  of  War  ....  3.000 

To  tbe  Acconntent  of  lb*  Navy  ...  3,000 

To  the  Paymaster  of  tbe  Army     •      -      •  3,000 

To  the  GoTernon  of  the  serenl  Territories   -  S,500 

To  the  Secretaries  of  the  several  Territones  -  1,500 
To  a  Minister  Plenipotentiaiy  and  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary to  the  CoorU  of  Paris,  London, 

and  St.  PetenburK   18,000 

To  a  Mioiater  Plenipotentiary  and  Hmoj  Ex- 
traordinary to  any  other  Court  -  0,000 
To  a  Minister  resident  -  -  *  •  .  -  7,600 
To  a  CharB^  des  Afbirea  ....  (^600 
ToaSeeretajytrfLefatioa  .  -  .  •  S.500 
To  tiM  Chief  Jnstiee  of  the  United  Steles  -  6,000 
To  lha  Aasodato  Jostiees  of  tbe  Supveme  Cowt  6,000 
To  tbe  Chief  Jnstiea  ti  the  District  of  Colnm- 

Un   3,000 

To  the  aaMieiate  jostiees  of  the  District  of  Co- 

\ninbia   2,500 

To  the  di^ct  jndge  for  tbe  district  of  Maine  1,500 

To  the  district  judge  for  New  Hampshire     -  1,500 

To  the  district  jodge  for  Vermont  -      -      -  1,SOO 

To  the  district  lodge  for  Massachusette  -      -  S,000 

To  tbddtstfietjail^  for  Rhode  Island  -      -  1,600 

To  (he  district  judge  for  Connecticut    -      -  1,600 

To  the  district  judges  for  New  Yorit,  each     -  2,000 

To  the  district  jodge  for  New  Jersey    -      -  1,600 

To  the  district  jndge  for  PennqrlTania  •      -  3,000 

To  tbe  district  jodge  for  Delaware       •      -  1,500 

To  the  dtstrictjodge  for  Maryland        -      -  2,000 

To  the  district  judge  for  Virginia  -      -      -  2,000 

To  the  district  jodge  for  Kento^       -      •  3,000 

To  ikt  Strict  indie  for  TeuMsseo            -  ^000 

To  the  district  judge  for  Ohio  •  •  -  1.600 
To  the  district  jndge  for  North  Caiofiu  - 

To  tbe  district  judge  for  South  Calkins       -  3,000 

To  tbe  diatrictjodge  for  Georgia  -      -      -  3,000 

To  the  district  jn^  for  Louisiana             -  3,600 

To  tbe  judgeaoftbe  seTerslTerrUories,each  -  1,500 

To  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Senate     -  3,500 

To  tbe  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  2,500 
To  the  principal  derk  in  the  office  of  the  Seoi^ 

taiy  ofthe  Senate   1,750 

To  each  of  th«  engrosri^  eloAs  in  the  office 

of  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Senate  ...  1,600 
To  the  principal  clerk  in  tbe  office  of  the  Clerk 

of  tbe  House  of  RepresentatiTes  -  1,760 
To  each  of  the  engrossing  clerks  in  tbe  office 

of  the  Oleik  of  the  House  of  Representetires  1,500 


To  the  Chaplain  to  tbe  Senate,  at  the  rate  of 

91.000  per  annum. 
To  the  Chaplain  te  the  House  of  Beptesente- 

Unm,  at  dM  rate  ai^lJOOO  per  •uam. 


POST  OPFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Senate  resaned  the  constderaiioa  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  reg- 
ulate tbe  Post  Office  EstaUishroeDL" 

Oa  tbe  guestioQ  to  agree  to  the  foUowlog,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  third  section,  stricken  out : 

Sac.  3.  AndbtU  fwihereaitttedt  That  letters  and 
pa^ete  to  and  from  any  member  of  the  SetuOe,  oe 
member  or  del^ate  of  the  House  of  RepieoentttiTCo 
ni  the  United  Stetes,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be  con- 
Teyed  free  of  postage  for  tnirty  days  previotu  to  eadi 
session  of  Congress,  and  for  thirty  days  after  tbe  ter- 
mination thereof :  Provided  alwayt.  That  no  letter  or 
padtet^all  exceed  two  ounces  in  weight;  end  in  case 
of  excess  of  weight,  that  excess  alone  shall  be  paid  for. 

It  was  determined  in  the  afficoiatir^-yew  19, 
Days  6]  as  follows : 

YiAB — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  Goldsborougb,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Ma- 
son of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Ru^e^  Sanford,  Talbot, 
Tail.  Taylor,  Thompson,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Macon,  Roberts,  Tamn, 
Vamnm,  and  Wibon. 

Sundry  other  amendmente  haring  been  agreed 
to,  on  motioo,  by  Mr.  Maooh,  the  bill  was  reeon- 
oiitted  to  Messrs.  Wilson,  Robbets,  Mobbow, 
Gbxcb,  and  THOHraoH,  farther  to  consider  bm 
report  thereon. 


MoNDAT,  March  35. 

Mr. Campbell,  from  the  Cominiltee  on  Finance 
and  an  Unlforai  National  Curreocy,  to  whotn  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Willet  Coles,  made  re- 
port iheieon,  tf^thet  with  the  following  iceo- 

lution : 

Raolved,  That  the  petitioner  haTt  leave  to  widk- 
draw  his  petition. 

Tbe  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Bbown  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  estoblishiug  a  port  of  delivery  at  the  town 
of  Bayou  St.  John;  aad  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed'  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Gbaoe,  from  the  Commiuee  oit  Finance 
and  an  Uaiform  National  Cornney,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  ire- 
lief  of  Thomas  aod  John  Clifford,  Eluha  Fisher 
and  CompBoy,  Thomas  Clifford  and  Son,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment.  He  also  made  8 
report  in  relation  thereto,  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resamed  tbe  coosideratioo  of  the 
motion  made  the  14th  itutant,  for  instructing  tbe 
Fiuaocial  Committee  to  ioquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  proridiog  by  law  for  the  augmeatation 
of  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  nf  tbe  Supreme  Court 
of  tbe  Uaited  States ;  and  on  motioo,  the  farther 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  July  next 

Tbe  bill  to  authorize  tbe  President  of  the  CJni-' 
ted  Slates  to  alter  the  road  laid  out  from  the  foot 
of  the  rapids  of  tbe  river  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to 
the  western  Hue  of  the  Conneotieat  Reserve,  wv 
read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill  to  aoihorize  the  Legiilatare  of  the 
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State  of  Ohio  to  sell  a  eertoia  pert  of  a  tract  of 
land  reserved  for  the  ose  of  that  State,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  proTiding  for  the  increase  of  the  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  of  GoveromeDt  therein  men- 
tioned, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  provide  more  effectuallr  for  the 
pafnwnt  of  qiecic  by  the  several  banks  within 
the  District  of  C(dambia,*was  read  the  eeeond 
tine. 

Mr.  Barboits  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Stobblefield  and  Roswell  Lee,  saperintendents  of 
the  annories  of  the  United  States  established  at 
Haipei's  Ferry,  in  the  State  of  Tii^inia,  and  at 
Spnngfleld,.in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  eompensatioD  as  stated  in  the 
petition}  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  ne  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  Mil,  entitled  "An  act  udMing  certain  persons 
on  the  list  of  navy  pensioners also,  a  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  or^nizing  the  general  staff,  and 
making  further  |)rovtsion  for  tne  Army  of  the 
Onited  States;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
coneurreoce  of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  cir- 
onit  court  of  the  Uniira  States  for  the  District  of 
Colombia,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they 
leqaest  the  eonenrrenee  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  {Roceeded  to  consider  the  amrad- 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  concurred  thereon. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Hassicbuselts  Bible  Societies,  was  read  a  third 
ttme,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Holker,  formerly 
Consul  General  of  France  to  the  United  Slates, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  jnssed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  system  of  navigation  for  the  United  States,  and 
Mt  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

THE  NATIONAL  BANK  BILL. 
The  bill  firom  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
iBCOTporate  the  sobseribets  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sutea,  was  uken  op  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  The  first  section  luring  been  read- 
Mr.  Campbell  stated,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  that  whilst  this  bill  was  before 
that  committee,  amendments  bad  been  proposed 
to  i^  but,  though  a  majority  of  the  committee 
had  been  of  opinion  that  the  bill  required  amend- 
ment, as  they  did  not  entirely  concur  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  amendments,  they  had  determined 
to  report  the  bill  without  amendment.  H«  was 
one,  be  said,  who  considered  the  biU  defective. 
It  md  been  his  intention  to  have  this  day  sub- 
mitted his  views  of  th«  bill,  and  to  have  moved 
amendments  to  it  accordingly  j  but  the  state  of 
hii  health  would  not  permit  him  at  this  time  to 
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perform  that  duty.  He  should  therefore  leave 
the  bill  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Senate  in  such 
way  as  the  Senate  might  think  proper,  reserving 
to  himself  the  right  at  some  future  moment  to 
give  his  views  of  the  bill,  Ac. 

Mr.  Masoh,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
strike  out  five,  the  proportion  of  specie  to  be  paid 
in  at  the  time  of  subscription,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
10  insert  ten ;  the  effect  of  which  motion  would 
be  to  make  the  whole  amount  of  specie  paid  in  at 
the  time  of  sobacription  $2,800,000,  instead  of 
91,400,000,  The  two  great  objects  proposed  by 
the  friends  of  th'A  bill,  he  said,  were— 1st,  to  re- 
lease the  country  from  the  mass  of  spurious  paper 
which  was  said  to  be  the  circulating  meinom; 
2dly,  to  aid  the  Government  in  its  finances.  To 
effect  the  first  object,  the  bank  most  commence 
its  operations  in  specie.  To  enable  it  to  do  this, 
he  proceeded  to  snow,  that  ia  his  view  a  larger 
proportion  of  specie  was  necessary  to  the  first 
payment.  The  United  Slates  stock  subscribable 
and  payable  at  the  same  time,  to  the  amount 
of  seven  millions,  would,  he  said,  be  do  more 
aid  to  the  bank  in  discouotiof^  with  a  view  to 
redeeming  its  notes  with  specie,  than  would  so 
many  bank  bills.  The  amount  of  $1,400,000 
in  specie,  divided  among  the  different  branches 
which  he  presumed  would  he  immediately  estat>- 
lished,  would,  he  argued,  be  insufficient  for  any 
operation  wintevcr.  Let  the  bank  issue  paper 
sufficient  to  produce  any  effect,  and  the  specie  ia- 
iu  vaults  would  be  instantly  withdrawn  froaa 
themj  twenty-five  days  would  be  sufficient  for 
that  purpose.  In  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  he  said,  the  notes  of  the 
bank  would  be  sozed  oa  by  every  individual  who 
has  any  occasion  ibr  specie,  Ac.- the  l»nk,  then, 
to  be  safe,  would  be  able  tu  issue  no  more  paper 
than  to  the  amount  of  its  specie  paid  in.  Would 
such  an  issue,  he  asked,  serve  to  reform  the  cur> 
rency,  or  give  the  Government  any  aid  in  ita 
finances?  It  might  be  said,  the  bank  would  com- 
roenoe  operations  slowly  and  with  caution ;  but, 
Mr.  M.  said,  any  man  acquainted  with  the  insti- 
tution of  banks  knows  that  the  sum  first  paid  in 
is  nearly  all  that  the  stockholders  ever  pay.  The 
bank  would  eontinne  in  operation  lorever,  he 
said,  without  taking  from  the  stockholders  any- 
considerable  snm  more  than  the  first  instalment^ 
for.  as  far  aa  the  bank  diacoooted,  the  second  in- 
stalment would  be  |>aid  into  the  bank  with  specie 
of  the  first  instalment,  dbc  This  was  a  position 
so  fblly  supported  by  all  experience,  that  he  pre- 
sumed it  would  not  be  denied.  For  its  specie 
capital,  then,  the  bank  must  depend  principally 
on  the  amount  first  paid  in:  the  bank  might  sell 
some  stock,  dkc.,  to  obtain  specie,  but  the  direct 
bringing  in  of  specie  would  not  be  much  after  the 
first  instalmeni.  The  sum  of  92,800,000  was  not 
a  large  instalment  to  be  first  paid  in  on  a  capital 
of  thirty-five  millionEi,and,BCcordiog  to  the  state- 
ments of  gentlemen,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  necessary  amount  of  specie  to- 
make  the  first  payment.  He  concluded  by  say- 
ing that  his  motion,  if  adopted,  would  essentially 
aid  the  batik  in  commencing  its  operation^  and  ia- 
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eieue  its  e&et  in  refonniot  the  cireoUtion  of 
the  eooniry,  as  &r  »  this  bill  em  haTe  that 
effect. 

Mr.  KiKO,  of  New  York,  supported  this  motioo. 
Before  he  proceeded  to  make  any  remarks  on  the 
motioD,  he  looeiied  opoo  a  quesiioo  prelimiaary 
in  its  characier,  and  which  he  regarded  as  of  great 
importance,  jDasmuch  as  it  superseded  all  detail, 
and,  if  decided  affirmatively,  rendered  it  utterly 
unless  to  discDss  the  details  of  the  bill.  Advert- 
ing to  the  discussion  which  had  taken  place  in 
ibis  House  on  late  occasioDs  io  regard  to  public 
opiiiioa,  be  said  that  public  opinion,  well  defined 
and  Doderstood,  the  well  considered  jadgment  of 
the  nuiority  of  the  nation,  no  one  doubte^  was 
eolitled  to  profonnd  reflect  from  this  House. 
PoUic  opinion,  he  said,  was  not  so  embodied,  not 
cast  into  aoeh  a  shape,  that  mnoh  confidence 
could  be  placed  in  that  aunment  on  the  subject 
of  the  esiablisbment  of  a  natioaal  Bank.  Yet, 
he  said,  public  opinion  does  exist;  and  where  it 
is  relative  to  Constitntiooal  questions  of  great 
mnoicipal  law,  it  may  be  relied  on  as  authority. 
The  Legislative  power  of  the  nation  was  phiced 
io  two  separate  branches ;  public  opinion  in  favor 
of  this  distribution  of  it  was  so  general  and  strong 
diat  no  educated  man  in  the  nation  could  doubt 
iL  It  WBjS,  therefore,  not  only  a  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  bat  ud  questionably  the  decisioa  of 
public  opioioD,  that,  upon  any  measure  fit  to  be 
made  a  law,  tbe  discussion  on  all  its  provisions 
ongbt  to  be  subjected  to  separate  examiaatioo  in 
the  separate  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  that 
the  deeision  of  one  branch  should  not  operate  to 
naelndeaie-examiaatioB  bytheotherj  that  each 
maeh  of  the  Legislature  should  deliherateon  any 
measure  which  has  passed  the  other  branch,  with 
the  same  freedom  as  if  the  UIl  had  originated  in 
that  Honse.  The  subject  now  under  considera- 
tion, Mr.  E.  went  oa  to  say.  was  a  most  important 
neaiure,  and  had  passed  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  Those  very  considerations,  rather 
than  forbiddin^f,  demanded  a  peculiar,  and  cir- 
enmspcet  exammation  of  the  bill  in  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  It  may,  for  example,  have 
fortuitously  passed  tbe  other  House.  Care  ought 
to  be  taken  that  it  do  not  io  like  manner  fortu- 
itooslj  pass  the  Senate.  Tbe  smallness  of  the 
majority  io  tbe  other  House,  the  possibility  of  its 
varying,  &c,  instead  of  being  reasons  for  nurry- 
iag  over  this  IhLL  were  reasons  why  it  should  be 
eatamiaed  more  freely.  If  this  reasoniog  were 
not  true,  tlM  Constitution  and  public  opinion 
were  equally  wrong;  the  lAgislature  should  con- 
sist of  bat  one  bnneh.  He  was  not.  therefore, 
permitted  to  doubt,  he  said,  that  the  Senate,  dis- 
regarding the  suggestion,  that  possibly  the  bill 
nught  fail  on  being  again  brought  before  the 
other  House  by  amendments  from  this  House, 
would  decide  according  to  the  obligations  of  their 
sutioos  here,  and  with  an  unbiassed  regard  to 
their  fiioess  on  such  amendments  as  should  be 
proposed;  leaving  the  responsibility  for  the  coo- 
teqaeoces  of  a  performance  of  their  doty,  where, 
tbe  Constitution,  it  ought  to  rest.  These  sug- 
gcitioas  fiowed  from  an  apprehensioo.  on  the 
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part  of  Mr.  K.,  that,  although  the  question  was 
surrounded  with  difficulties,  the  Senate  would  be 
urged  to  pass  tbe  bill  without  amendment,  lest,  on 
its  return  to  the  House,  if  the  Senate  did  its  duty 
by  amending  it,  the  bill  would  faiL  Mr.  K.  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  bill,  which,  he  said, 
was  imperfect  in  its  provisions  in  the  view  which 
anjr  gentlemao  might  uke  of  it,  as  could  be 
easily  shown.  The  particular  proposition  now 
before  tbe  Senate  though  important  he  said,  was 
not  as  much  so  as  other  points  in  the  bill.  But 
the  gentlemao  from  New  Hampshire  had  con- 
clusively shown  that  one  and  a  half  millions  waa 
tbe  greatest  extent  lo  which,  as  it  now  stood,  the 
bank  could  safely  isiue  on  a  specie  system.'  Illus- 
trating his  view  of  the  subject  by  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  tbe  process  he  said,  that  the  first  dis- 
counts of  tbe  bank  being  necessarily  to  thon 
most  pressed  by  the  State  liaaks,  the  proceeds  of 
the  diseoonis  would  immediately  find  their  way 
into  the  vaulu  of  the  State  bank^  dbo.  Uod« 
this  view,a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  would  be 
a  sum  entirely  too  small  wherewith  to  enter  inte 
competition  with  the  existing  banks.  If  the  is- 
sues of  the  bank  exceeded  the  specie  paid  in,  the 
first  process  would  be,  immediately  to  transfer 
the  specie  from  the  general  bank  to  the  local 
banks  i  if  the  bank  confined  its  discounts  within 
that  sum,  its  agency  would  be  very  limited  in- 
deed, Cooaected  with  this  subjec^  Mr.  K, 
said,  was  another  idea,  which  perhaps  it  would 
be  premature  now  to  enlarge  on ;  which  was,  that 
according  to  tbe  provisions  of  this  bill,  as  he  un- 
derstood them,  the  bank  need  not,  may  not,  wiU 
not,  be  a  specie  bank}  the  vertr  eircDmataBBW 
already  suggested  would  compel  the  bank  lo  be- 
come a  paper  bank,  to  issue  a  paper  that  will  not 
command  specie.  This,  thea,  ahonld  be  an  ad- 
ditional motive  to  the  Senate  to  increase  the 
amount  of  the  specie  pay  meot,  that  the  bank  may 
be  enabled  to  avoid  sach  a  sute  of  its  affairs  as 
would  compel  it  to  become  a  paper  bank^  &c. 
With  these  views  Mr,  K.  hoped  the  Senate  would 
agree  to  the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  BiHB,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. Feeble  as  he  was,  he  said,  nothing  less 
than  the  most  imperious  obligations  of  publie 
duty  could  have  brought  him  to  tbe  Senate.  Bu^ 
believing,  as  he  did,  that  the  adoption  of  any 
amendment  whatever  to  the  bill  would  certainly 
endanger  or  defeat  its  passage,  and  that  upon  its 
fate  depended,  more  than  on  any  other  meaaara 
to  whtcn  the  attention  of  Congress  could  he  drawa 
at  ibis  moment,  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
country,  he  felt  bound,  unmindful  of  the  conie- 
quenc^  to  make  a  great  effort  to  aid,  with  his 
vote  at  least,  the  progress  of  the  bill.  He  regret- 
ted exceedingly  tbe  physical  iocapacity  which 
would  prevent  him  from  laying  before  the  Senate 
at  large  his  views  of  tbe  question,  which,  how- 
ever, he  proceeded  to  assign  as  far  as  he  was  able. 
It  appeared  to  him,  he  said,  impossible  fur  a  states- 
man, in  the  habit  of  contemplating  national  ques- 
tion^ and  considering  cause  and  effect,  not  to 
look  at  the  present  condition  of  the  country  with 
apprehension  and  alarm.  By  a  combiuation  oi 
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circamsraDces  not  necesDarr  to  be  enumeratecl, 
one  of  tbe  leadiDg  objects  or  tbe  adoption  of  tbe 
Federal  Constitution  was  at  this  moment  lost  to 
4he  nation.  Whether  it  should  be  finally  lost  to 
thenatioa,  or  should  be  reeorered,  would  depend, 
in  all  human  probability,  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Senate  on  this  occasion.  To  enable  tbe  Gor- 
ernment  to  fulfil  its  eneagements  to  the  public 
creditors,  to  ratore  confidence  among  the  citizens 
of  the  country  in  regard  to  pecuniary  transactions, 
to  prevent  anything  but  gold  and  silrer  from  be* 
ing  a  legal  tender,  to  maintain  the  obligation  of 
contracts,  were,  he  said,  the  leading  objects  which, 
produced  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  The 
regulation  of  the  general  currebcy  of  the  country, 
without  which  the  attainment  of  these  great  ob- 
jects is  impracticable,  is,  said  Mr.  B..  at  this  mo- 
ment wrested  from  the  hands  of  the  GoTernment 
by  petty  corporations  and  swindling  individuals 
throughout  the  communit;^.  This,  he  said,  is  the 
abject  condition  of  our  affairs.  Could  any  honor- 
alue  Senator  reconcile  it  to  his  conscience  to 
leave  his  seat  at  the  present  session,  without 
making  an  efibrt,  a  great  effort,  to  reform  the  na- 
tional currency,  to  regain  the  power  over  it  which 
we  have  lost?  The  country  was  rich  in  resources, 
its  people  in  individual  means;  and  yet  both  the 
eouotry,  and  individuals,  were  unequal  to  meet 
their  engagements  honestly  and  faithfully;  and. 
not  on\j  so,  but  the  Gorernmeot  was  compellea 
to  legalize  that  species  of  swindling  by  which  the 
important,  necessary  power  of  sovereignty,  the 
regulation  of  the  currency  of  the  country  was 
taien  from  the  GovernmeDt.  It  was  unnecessary, 
he  said,  to  recapitulate  the  cause  which  had  pro- 
duced this  state  of  things,  but  he  did  verity  be- 
lieve, that,  unless  the  present  Congress  should 
take  some  e£Scieot  measure  to  compel  the  re- 
sumption of  payment  of  specie,  it  was  extremely 
doubtful  whether  it  ever  would  be  done.  He 
called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  acts  of 
the  State  goveraments;  scarcely  a  session  passed 
fn  which  bank  charten  were  not  granted  by  them 
to  the  amount  of  millions— and,  as  tbe  influence 
of  these  State  banks  increased,  so  did  the  diffi- 
evlt]ri>f  legislating  on  this  subject.  Mr.  B.  then 
etmsidered  the  subject  in  other  points  of  view. 
At  tbe  present  moment,  he  said,  the  people  in  the 
Eastern  States  pay  the  revenue  to  the  United 
States  in  Treasury  notes;  but  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  makinc  a  great  efibrt  to  call  in 
that  species  of  paper.  When  that  object  was  ac- 
complished, what  would  be  the  situation  of  the 
Eastern  States?  Whilst  other  quarters  of  the 
country  were  paying  their  taxes  in  paper,  those 
banks  must  either  pay  in  paper  as  valuable  as 
specie,  or  in  specie  itself;  tbe  inevitable  conse- 
quence must  be,  that  the  banks  of  that  part  of  the 
eotintry  must  follow  the  example  of  all  the  other 
banks.  All  the  beaks  in  the  country  would  then 
be  noited  against  a  return  to  specie  paymenL 
So  far  as  he  nad  heard,  Mr.  B.  said  that  the  opin- 
ion of  a  large  majority  of  the  Senate  wasj  that 
some  course  of  measures  should  be  adopted  for 
the  remedy  of  the  evil ;  the  only  question  was  as 
to  the  mode.  He  had  heard  but  two  modes  pro- 
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posed ;  the  one,  to  declare  by  law  that  after  a  cer- 
tain day  tbe  paper  of  those  banks  refusing  to  pay 
specie  should  not  be  receivable  in  dues  to  the 
Government;  the  other,  to  establish  a  National 
Bank.  The  first  plan,  he  said,  was  impracticable ; 
the  people  cannot  pay  what  tbev  cannot  get— be- 
sides, that  such  a  measure  would  cause  a  combi- 
nation of  tbe  banks,  too  strong  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  overpower.  Mr.  B.  said  he  would  go 
further;  be  believed  a  large  majority  of  the  Sen- 
ate had  declared  themselves  in  favor  of  a  National 
Bank;  that  they  had  made  up  their  minds  that  it 
was  the  best  possible  means  of  restoring  the  coun- 
try to  the  old  state  of  things.  Now,  be  asked, 
whether,  on  a  question  of  mere  detail,  they  ought 
to  risk  the  loss  of  an  object  so  important  as  this 
bill?  Mr.  B.  asserted  to  the  Senate,  and  he  said 
be  would  justify  the  ground,  that,  although  this 
bill  might  not  be  perfect,  he  should  vote  against 
every  amendment  of  every  character;  justified  in 
so  doing  by  the  importance  of  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
bad  strongly  inveighed  against  such  a  coarse; 
Mr.  B.  intimated  that  it  was  precisely  the  eoni» 
the  gentleman  himself  had  taken  on  ine  qnestion' 
ef  the  Direct  Tax  at  a  former  session.  It  had 
been  then  admitted  that  amendments  proposed 
would  make  the  bill  more  perfect ;  but  their  re- 
jection was  justified  on  tbe  ground  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  bill,  and  the  probability  that  an  agree* 
raent  to  the  amendments  might  occasion  the 
rejection  of  the  bill  on  its  return  to  the  other 
House.  That  was  a  correct  course,  Mr.  B.  said, 
and  that  course  he  should  now  pursue.  He  also 
referred  to  a  precedent  of  higher  authority — the 
TecommeodatioQ  of  the  Convention  who  framed 
the  Constitution,  to  the  people,  that,  although 
susceptible  of  amendment  to  advantage,  the  Con* 
stitution  should  be  accepted  as  it  stood,  lest,  by 
tbe  collision  of  opinion  on  amendments,  it  should 
be  lost.  The  Constitution  bad  been  accordingly 
so  accepted,  and  subsequently  amended  by  addrng 
to  it  new  sections.  Mr,  B.  was  against  all  amend- 
ments to  the  bill.  In  regard  to  this  |)articular 
feature  of  tbe  bill,  it  could  not,  in  any  view,  be  of 
sufficient  importance  to  justify  endangering  the 
bill.  He  denied  the  justice  of  the  intimation 
that  this  was  not  to  be  a  specie  bank.  Substan- 
tialljr,  he  said,  it  possessed  all  the  features  of  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  plan  of  which 

fentlemen  had  so  highly  approved;  with  the  ed- 
ition of  several  important  checks  not  contained 
in  the  plan  of  that  bank,  the  nature  of  which  Mr. 
B.  explained.  He  vindicated  some  of  the  princi- 
pal features  of  this  bill,  to  which,  on  either  hand, 
objeotioos  bad  been  made,  particularly  that  which 
gave  the  appointment  of  five  of  the  directors  to 
the  Government— •which  was  due  to  tbe  interest 
of  the  Government  in  the  tmok,  as  well  on  ac- 
count  of  its  stock,  as  of  the  necessary  attention  to 
the  security  of  its  depositee.  As  to  its  not  being 
a  specie  bank,  if  the  control  of  the  Government 
was  as  powerful  as  he  considered  tt,  ft  would  be 
the  fault  of  the  Government  alone  if  it  were  Aot 
a  specie  bank.  We  must  suppose  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  themselves  corrupted,  before 
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ym  nppose  that  it  will  not  be  a  spraie  baak. 
With  the  mid  of  all  ibe  Eastern  banks,  beint;,  be- 
sides,  the  depositorf  of  the  rereane  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  thas  baTiag  all  the  State  banks  debt- 
on  10  It,  how  coold  the  State  banks  destroy  it? 
Congress  might  additionally  provide  that,  at  some 
distaot  day,  toe  notes  of  banks  not  paying  specie, 
sboDid  cease  to  be  receired  in  payment  0?  dues  to 
the  Goreroment,  &c. — at  some  distant  day,  he 
smid,  for  he  was  not  for  deslroyiog  or  iojuring  ibe 
State  banks,  &c.  Mr.  B.  concloded  his  speech 
hy  expressing  his  hope  that  the  Senate  vonid  not : 
a^ree  10  any  amendment  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  BAanoDR,  of  Virginia,  next  took  the  floor, 
and  opposed  the  proposed  amendment  in  a  speech 
of  considerable  length,  of  which  what  follows  is 
boi  an  outline.   He,  too,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  considered  the  qaestion  of  bank  or  00 
bank  as  the  most  important  that  could  be  pre- 
sented to  the  National  L^islatnre  at  this  session. 
The  rejection  of  this  bill,  he  beliered,  would  ex- 
pose OS  toa  coDtiouation  of  all  theineonTenienees 
experiesaed  in  every  quarter  qf  the  Union  from 
the  present  state  of  the  eirealaiing  medium,  etns- 
ag  a  flucinatioD  and  aneertaiDty  In  the  value  of 
property  and  products  greatly  to  be  deprecated, 
and  bfiogiDg  with  it  a  train  of  evils  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  enumerate.   Od  the  other 
hand,  he  said,  he  had  such  confidence  in  the  e£- 
eacy  of  a  National  Bank,  in  correcting  the  evils 
of  the  mass  of  paper  afloat,  in  enabling  the  Gov- 
eramentaod  individuals  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments, that  he  had  brought  his  mind  10  the ; 
eoDclusioD  [hat  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank  would  be  an  epoch  in  the  afiairs  of  the  na- 
tion ;  that,  instead  of  the  cloud  which  darkens 
the  horizon,  it  will  usher  in  a  new  day  of  pros- 
perity, replete  with  benefits  to  the  nation,  &c. 
With  the  genileman  from  New  Yorit,  (Mr.  &ho,) 
Mr.  B.  taid,  he  eatirely  eoineided  in  sentiment  as 
to  the  respect  dne  to  public  opinion,  wheo  dis- 
tinctly expressed  and  wdl  understood;  but  why 
that  sentiment  was  recurred  to  at  the  present 
time,  he  did  not'precisely  understand ;  for  sure  he 
msy  that  on  this  occasion  it  bad  been  audibly  and 
diatiactly  expressed  from  every  part  6f  the  United 
Slates,  as  well  as  from  the  Executive  authority, 
in  favor  of  this  measure :  and  above  all,  it  had  been 
recently  declared  from  an  uuequivocal  soured,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  who  are  the  mirror  in 
vrfaieh  the  sentiments  of  the  people  are  reflected, 
and  whole  decision  on  such  a  topic  is  a  pillar  of 
light,  the  pursQit  of  which  will  never  involve  us 
in  difficulty.   Mr.  B.  agreed,  also,  with  the  gen- 
tlemao  in  his  views  of  the  independent  doty  of 
this  House,  in  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  the 
other  branch  of  thel^egtslalureisofar  as  regarded 
the  absolute  right  of  the  Senate  to  decide,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  impressioni  of  the  fitnets  of 
thii^,  on  measures  presented  to  them  by  the 
other  Honaej  but  if  the  gentleman  meant  that  it 
was  a  reason  for  jealousy  in  regard  to  any  mea- 
sure that  it  had  passed  that  House,  Mr.  B.  diflisred 
from  him  toto  cato.   On  the  contrary,  he  said, 
that  eirenmstanee  woald  be,  with  him,  a  persua- 
MTeaignment  in  Javor  of  any  measure;  for,  tboogh 
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be  wonld  surrender  to  them  no  part  of  the  rights 
of  this  body,  be  should  perpetually  recur  to  that 
body,  as  an  oracle  from  which  trne  responses  may 
be  drawn  as  to  the  public  will.  .It  may  err ;  when 
it  did,  in  his  opioioo,  he  should  not  feel  himself 
bound  by  its  views,  &c. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  great  subject  before  the  Honse.  The  Gonstt- 
tution,  he  said,  had  imparted  to  the  Congress, 
among  other  great  attributes,  the  power  of  regu- 
lating the  coin  of  the  United  States.  How  had 
Congress  acquitted  themselves  of  this  duty? 
,Where  and  of  what  effect  were  these  regulations? 
Where  was  the  uniformity  of  currency?  Mr.  B. 
described  the  variety  and  fluctuation  of  value  of 
the  paper  in  circulation,  not  only  in  various 
Slates,  but  in  contiguous  towns  and  counties,  dfee. 
This  was  a  great  evil,  deprecated  on  all  hands. 
The  power  intended  by  the  Constitution  to  have 
been  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Qeneral  Oovem- 
ment,  was,  by  the  failure  of  the  Ooveroment  to 
make  use  of  it,  exercised  by  every  State  in  the 
Union,  frequently  by  individuals,  dbe.  Henee 
arose  an  excess  of  paper  issues,  causing  deprecia- 
tion to  au  extent  which  could  scarcely  be  esti- 
mated--4Q  evil  which  called  for  a  remedy  in  a 
language  not  to  be  misunderstood.  Where  vras 
the  antidote  which  the  Executive,  in  this  only  the 
organ  of  the  public  sentiment,  had  called  on  Con- 
gress to  interpose?  The  patient,  said  Mr.  B.,  is 
sick,  from  the  crown  of  his  head  to  the  sole  of  his 
foot ;  he  asks  for  oil  and  wine  to  be  poured  into 
his  wounds,  which  would  be  otherwise  fatal. 
Where  is  the  man  who  will  propose  any  other 
antidote  than  that  now  before  us?  Where  is  the 
adventurous  knight  who  will  suggest  another 
remedy  ?  If  there  be  a  Don  Quixote  in  politics, 
let  him  appear.  No,  Mr.  B.  said,  not  even  a  nos- 
trum had  been  tendered  to  substitute  this  plau. 
If  no  other  remedy  was  offered,  ought  they,  he 
asked,  to  hinle  abont  detail^  to  split  hairs  on  the 
question?  Mr.  B.  then  spoke  of  the  necessity  of 
mutual  concession  among  l^islstorsj  without 
which,  he  said,  the  idea  of  legislation  was  the 
most  vague  aud  illusory  that  ever  entered  the 
human  mind.  It  was  necessary,  Mr.  B.  then  ar- 
gued, for  the  present  diseased  paper  medium, 
since  specie  had  fled  the  countrv,  or  was  scattered 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  to  snbstitute  a  medium 
impressed  with  the  seat  01  the  nation.  If  an  in- 
stitution were  established  to  issue  a  paper  of  that 
description,  we  should  have,  be  said,  in  lieu  of  a 
medium,  (he  value  of  which  will  not  live  ten,  flf- 
teen,  or  twenty  miles  from  the  spot  where  we  re- 
ceive it,  a  paper  which  will  embrace  the  Union 
in  its  grasp.  It  would  also  be  a  great  financial 
instrument,  necessary  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  na- 
tional dutiea  in  this  respect.  On  this  head,  the 
experience  of  the  last  war  spoke  a  language  which 
incredulity  itself  eouid  not  doubt.  In  the  dark 
and  gloomy  period  of  the  last  Winter,  when  this 
subject  was  discussed,  no  doubt  had  been  enter- 
tained that  this  was  the  only  means  of  remedying 
an  evil  from  which  so  much  was  apprehended. 
That  time,  be  rejoiced,  had  passed  by ;  but  he 
hoped  the  leasMu  of  experience  woold  not  be  per- 
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netted  to  pass  away  willi  the  urgeocy  of  the  oc- 
easioo. 

Iq  regard  to  the  details  of  this  bill,  be  said,  he 
did  not  Bee  the  necesaiiy  of  aroeodiog  them.  It 
had  been  stated  tbat  this  would  be  a  paper  bank, 
and  io  order  to  prerent  tbat,  aa  increase  of  ihe 
specie  payments  waa  suggested.  Mr.  B.  believed 
sQob  an  amendment  was  unnecessary.  Being 
not  necessary,  wbat,  he  aaked,  would  be  iu  ef- 
fect? It  would  be  to  place  the  bank  wholly  in 
the  hands  of  a  few  fortunate  tDdiTidnalsor  banks 
who  had  specie  in  their  possession.  The  smaller 
the  first  payment  in  specie  was  made,  within  the 
limits  of  necessity  to  the  object,  in  his  opinion, 
the  wiser  would  be  the  plan.  The  establishment 
of  a  bank,  or  any  other  system,  could  not  be  ex- 
peoled  to  afford  an  iiutanc  remedy  to  the  existing 
evil,  any  more  than  a  dose  of  medicine  would 
restore  to  instant  health  aod  pristine  vigor  tbe 
man  who  had  been  wasting  by  long  sickaets.  Tbe 
effect  of  tbis  amendment,  without  accelerating 
the  operations  of  the  bank,  would  be  to  favor  the 
monopolist  of  specie,  &o.,  he  who  had  had  tbe 
caution  or  forecast  to  board  up  the  dollars  and 
cents.  The  bulk  of  the  specie  to  be  paid  into  this 
bank,  Mr.  B.  had  no  doubt,  ought  and  loiut  be 
drawn  from  abroad.  In  ruard  to  the  anument, 
that  the  ram  was  too  smduo  enable  tbe  oank  to 
eommenee  its  operatiooa  with  safety,  &e.^  Mr. 
B.  contended  that  money  was  too  sharp-sighted, 
too  lynx-eyed  in  its  vigilance  to  be  (using  a  com- 
mon saying)  caught  napping.  There  was  no 
fear,  he  said,  of  the  banks  being  mined,  by  lending 
mimey  to  men  pressed  from  other  quarters ;  the 
board  of  direction  of  a  bank  formed  a  tmrometer 
in  which  the  responsibility  of  every  man  passing 
before  it  was  as  edrrectly  graduated  as  the  wea- 
ther is  by  tbe  instrument  so  called ;  they  would 
take  care,  as  they  always  did,  not  to  part  with 
their  dollars  to  accommodate  an  unfortunate 
debtor,  In  answer  to  tbe  argument  of  Mr. 
KiHO,  who,  he  said,  had  discovered  tbat  this  was 
to  be  a  paper  and  not  a  specie  bank,  and  was  to 
aggravate  tbe  evib  it  was  intended  to  cure,  Mr. 
Preferred  to  the  regnlations  by  which  it  was  to 
be  governed  to  show  that  this  apprehension  was 
untoanded.  Besides,  he  said,  tne  bank  would 
not  disregard  its  interest,  which  required  it 
to  continue  specie  payments.  Yo\x  need  not 
fence  in  tbe  interests  of  this  institution,  said  be ; 
TOQ  might  as  well  pass  a  law  to  compel  your 
Secretary  to  receive  his  salary ;  interest  is  the 
stroDffest  security  which  man  can  give  to  man. 
As  the  needle  acknowledges  the  principle  of 
polarity,  so  does  the  human  heart  always  point 
to  its  interest.  That  objection  against  this  bill, 
therefore,  seemed  to  Mr.  B.  to  be  a  chimera  from 
which  aotbing  was  to  be  apprehended. 

It  was  no  question  now,  be  said,  whether  bank- 
ing  should  exist — that  being  beyond  the  control 
01  Congress ;  but  whether  it  was  proper  that  a 
portion  of  it  should  he  placed  under  the  authority 
of  the  Qeneral  Government,  instead  of  iu  being 
wholly  nnder  the  control  of  the  States^  who  es- 
tablish banks  not  only  in  their  popnlont  town% 
bat  even  in  the  ^eary  wilderaeas.  This  btiog 


the  only  question,  be  solemnly  appealed  to  gen- 
tlemen, whether  there  could  be  two  opinions  on 
tbat  point.  Ought  this  great  attribute  of  sover- 
eignty to  be  surrendered  by  (bis  Government  to 
the  authority  of  the  State  Legislatures'?  This 
question  he  answered  in  the  negative.  The  ex- 
isting evil,  he  then  argued,  would  be  remedied 
by  the  establishment  of  a  fa^nk,  whose  infloeoce 
was  ramified  into  every  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  State  banks  had  nothing  to  fear,  if  (hav 
would  conduct  themselves  properly,  from  such 
an  institution.  If  any  of  them,  on  tbe  other  hand, 
should  violate  their  trust,  and  show  a  centrifugal 
quality,  it  would  be  in  tbe  power  of  tbis  great 
orb  to  restore  them  to  their  stations.  If  aay  of 
the  Slate  banks  do  not  fulfil  their  engagements, 
Mr.  B.  said,  if  they  do  not  meet  the  occasion, 
their  paper  will  sink  into  disrepute.  This  bank 
will  be  the  silent  and  efficient  remedy ;  it  will 
move  on  almost  imperceptibly,  gradual  in  its  ap- 
proach, but  certain  io  its  effects.  Mr.  B.  took 
tbis  occasion  to  vindicate  the  banks  in  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia  from  the  charge  it  had 
been  fashonable  to  make  against  the  State  banks, 
of  improvidence  in  their  administration.  Those 
banks  resisted  to  the  utmost  the  attempts  to  pro* 
core  loans  from  them ;  that  which  they  had,  with 
great  leloctanee,  from  a  sense  of  duty  refused  to 
the  GoTcmment,  their  palriotism  at  length  in- 
duced them  to  grant  to  the  wants  of  thousands  of 
men  surrounding  their  capital,  who  but  for  their 
relief  would  have  greatly  suffered,  &c.  Where 
iMnks  bad  wantonly  abused  their  privileges,  he 
eared  not  wbat  was  said  of  them,  but  he  lelt'no 
disposition  to  put  those  under  the  ban  of  the 
empire  who  had  acted  thus  correctly,  dtc. 

In  regard  to  objections  he  had  heard  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Qoveroment  over  tbis  bank,  Mr. 
B.  said,  bis  objection  was,  that  it  had  not  inter- 
est enough  in  it ;  but  in  tbis  respcc^  as  in  others, 
he  was  willing,  to  obtain  a  great  object,  to  con- 
cede some  part  of  his  views.  He  recurred  to  the 
experience  of  bis  own  State  to  show  that  no  evils 
had  been  experienced  from  the  existence  of  such, 
a  control  ton  mnch  greater  extent  than  proposed 
in  this  bill,  dbe.  No  banks,  be  believed,  had  beea 
better  conducted,  or  stood  higher  in  tbe  putdie 
opinion,  than  those  of  Virginia.  If  the  bank 
were  a  faithful  one,  it  had  no  fear  to  apprehend 
from  the  appointment  by  tbe  Government  of 
one-fifih  of  its  directors,  lo  which  proportion  the 
(Soverameot  was  entitled  by  the  interest  it  would 
have  with  the  bank. 

Having  thus  briefly  touched  on  all  tbe  objec- 
tions he  bad  beard  to  tbe  bank,  Mr.  B.  concluded 
by  recapitulating  his  argument^  and  expressing 
his  hope  that  the  only  remedy  as  he  believed,  for 
a  great  evil,  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Maboh.  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion  to  amend  the  bill.  He  cer- 
tainly had  entertained  no  expectation,  he  said, 
when  he  submitted  themoticm,  tbat  it  would  have 
drawn  the  bill  into  so  general  discussion.  When- 
'  ever  a  National  Bank  nad  been  proposed,  he  said, 
he  had  always  snpportcd  it  with  rach  modifieap 
tions  as  he  thought  oorreet.  He  d  id  beUere  a  well 
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Teg«late4  imtimtion  of  this  kind  would  be  asefal 
to  the  G}oT«Tiiment ;  end,  thongh  the  GoTerDmeDt 
hwl  at  «  eertatn  period  declined  the  exercise  of 
itt  power  in  this  respect^  he  felt  no  iaeliDation  to 
prcTent  them  from  again  oceapying  the  ground 
(tf  the  old  United  States  Bank.    He  was,  he  said, 
BOW  willing  to  gire  his  aid  in  establishing  a  bank 
on  proper  principles ;  but  he  nerer  could  auent 
to  this  oraar  other  meaaare  on  the  gronnd  taken 
hr  the  gcBuenen  from  Omcia  and  Virginia. 
The  UII  mi,  neoording  to  theTonns  of  the  Sen- 
ate, raid  aeetioB  by  section  fitr  the  porpoee  of 
aaendment;  and  yet  gentlemen  declared  tbey 
woald  not  listen  to  any  proposition  to  amend  the 
bill,  bot  take  it  aa  it  stood.   [Mr.  Bibb  explained, 
that  his  remark  was  confiaed  to  aaesseDtial 
amcDdments.]  It  might,  Mr.  M.  said,  be  difficnlt 
to  d^oe  what  nakes  an  amendment  imptwtant; 
for  him  it  was  sufficient  reason  for  an  amendment, 
thu  the  bill  would  be  better  with  than  without 
it.   He  eotild  not,  he  said,  see  the  force  of  the  ob- 
icdioa  to  sending  this  bill  l»ck  to  the  House  of 
B^reaentatives  wtter  than  it  came  from  ihem  } 
gentleoicD  mostcertainl^  conclude  that  that  House 
was  greatly  in  lore  with  a  bad  bill.  It  always 
had  Men  held  irn^ular  to  sanest  in  one  branch 
of  the  Legislatnre  what  might  h«Te  passed  in 
debate  in  the  co-ordinate  branch}  it  wu  ecrtauilj, 
Mr.  M.  said,  more  inproper  to  go  into  a  wiae 
Sdd  of  CMjeetaretofindoat  what  would  happen 
there.   Althongh  there  might  be  good  reasons  for 
eeaeeesion  and  aecommodatton  to  the  riewi  of 
the  other  Honse,  Mr.  M.  said,  ihey  had  not  yet 
arrived  at  that  stage  of  the  business  when  it  was 
aeeessary,  whieh  was  not  nntit  the  House  should 
refoae  to  accept  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 
It  was  a  dangerous  ground  to  assume,  Mr.  M. 
added,  that  the  House  of  lUpresentatires  would 
rarr  their  ground  on  this  question.  Although 
he  had  as  much  respect  for  them  as  be  ought,  he 
also  remarked,  be  should  not  take  public  opinion 
from  the  ReprcsmtatiTes  of  the  people.  The 
Coastitutioa  prescribed  to  the  Senate  no  sueh 
practice.  The  course  of  taking  measures  from 
the  popalar  brandi  ttf  the  Legislature,  belieTing 
ihem  proper  becauKe  it  has  adopted  them,  pre* 
eftWea  alt  l^isUtioo,  dbc,  and  ts  therefore  in- 
eonustent  with  the  prindpbsof  our  Ooremment. 

Ml.  M.  agreed  that  the  puUie  anfi^ed  much 
ineonTenieace  from  what  was  termed  tfaesute 
of  the  puUie  medium ;  it  was  not  very  material 
wheibei  it  was  produced  by  what  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had  termed  swindling,  or  what  the 
gentlMaan  from  Virginia  bad  called  the  patriotic 
eoadoct  of  the  banks.  Mr.  M.  replied  to  other ' 
aigoments  used  by  the  gentiemen  who  had  op- 
PMcd  his  motion.  In  regard  to  tbe  operation  of 
interest  on  moneyed  iostttuiions,  be  said,  he  be< 
liered  that  principle  wasfelt  as  much  by  the  State 
banks  as  by  that  which  it  was  now  proposed  to 
ioeorporate.  Any  bank,  ^ided  by  other  motiTea, 
would  depart  from  tbe  objects  of  tbe  institution. 
Mr.  M.  attached  no  sort  of  coiuequenee  to  the 
idea  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  in  order  to  exer- 
cise the  power  of  the  GoTeranent  to  legnlate  Ae 
ecu  of  the  eoantrjr.  The  lawi  of  tiM  Uailcd 
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Stales,  be  said,  had  already  regulated  it,  he  knew 
of  no  law  which  anthorized  any  officer  of  tbe 
QoTernment  to  receive  any  part  of  this  spurious 
money  whieh  the  gentleman  said  was  in  circula- 
tion. The  laws  were  already  perfect  oo  this  sub- 
ject. If  the  Exeeutire  officers  had  received  other 
moneys  in  payment  than  those  authorized  by  taw, 
Mr.  M.  said,  they  had  acted  without  law— -with- 
oot  right.  What  neeesniy  there  might  hare 
been  for  their  doing  to,  he  would  not  now  exam- 
ine. Cases  might  arise,  in  which  the  officers  of 
the  Gorernment  may  take  upon  themselres  the 
responsibiltty  of  neglecting  the  execution  of  a 
law,  (fee.  That  an  eril  existed,  be  said,  all  agree, 
and  all  suppene  that  the  bank  to  be  incorporated 
by  this  bill  will  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  lessen 
the  evil,  or  entirely  correct  it.  The  object  of  bis 
motion  was  to  give  the  bank  the  greatest  possiUe 
power  to  effect  thcM  porposes,  ft  had  been  said, 
that  tbe  bank  would  at  first  move  slowly.  Bot, 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  had  no  sanguine  anticipation  that 
tbis  amendment,  or  any  other,  or  the  prudence  of 
the  directors,  would  be  able  wholly  to  cure  the 
evil.  What  bad  been  the  cause  of  the  evil  1  Tbe 
banin  themselres }  banks  incorporated  under  the 
same  restrictions  as  this  bill  contaiaedj  issue  now 
the  very  rags  whieh  bad  been  descnbed.  Tbe 
remedy  now  proposed,  was,  Mx.  M.  thought,  some- 
thing like  Sangrado's  praetiee:  more  nnk  paper 
of  tbe  same  sort— more  bot  water  for  the  same 
eriL  In  re^rd  to  the  impossilHlity  of  tbis  bank's 
dung  anything  but  a  specie  business,  Mr.  M.  un- 
dertook to  assert,  tbat  tbe  charter,  in  lis  present 
shape,  gave  tbe  bank  the  power  to  issue  notes, 
without  even  promising  payment  of  specie.  The 
clause  which  authorizes  tbe  bank  to  issue  notes 
did,  in  fact,  for  tbe  want  of  due  restriciiona,  au- 
thorise the  bank  to  issue  notes  payable  when  it 
pleased }  none  but  notes  payable  on  demand  were 
indeed  receivable  in  payment  of  taxes  to  the 
Qoveroment— but  they  migbt  be  issued  payable 
two  years  after  date  for  other  porposes,  and  would 
probably  circulate  quite  as  well  as  the  notes  of 
New  York,  Phiiadelpbia,  and  Baltimore.  He 
should  imagine,  be  said,  that,  as  tbe  bank  was 
now  constituted,  sensible  men,  having  the  man- 
agement of  it,  would  not  attempt  to  do  busfneae 
inthout  taking  that  course.  Hr.  M.  pointed  out 
other  defects,  as  he  viewed  them,  of  the  bill. 

There  was  no  provision  for  a  forfeiture  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank,  or  for  annulment  on  failure 
oi  its  going  promptly  into  operation.  However, 
it  would  be  idle,  he  said,  to  discuss  the  bill,  if  the 
opinions  of  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  and  Vir- 
ginia were  to  prevail  with  the  majority  of  the 
Senate,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  amend  tbe 
bill,  lest  it  should  fail  thereby.  If  this  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate,  the  sooner  they  came  to 
that  determination  ibi  better ;  it  would  save  them 
labor,  and  perhaps  character,  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion at  ODce.  Tbe  same  argument  migbt  be 
urged,  be  said,  with  as  much  propriety  every  day, 
and  on  every  subject,  as  had  been  principally 
timd  Maiiist  the  amendment. 

Sir.  DjkHA,  of  ConneetienLsaid  he  dM  not  ex- 
peet  to  vote  for  the  bank  bill  in  its  present  form, 
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bat  notwitbstaidiog,  he  did  Dot  thiok  it  would  be 
proper  to  adopt  tbu  amendmeDl;  ooe-twcntieth 
part  of  the  whole  Ga|>U8l,  appeared  to  him  to 
be  as  large  a  proportion  as  ought  to  be  called 
for  in  specie  at  the  time  of  sobscription.  If 
danger  were  aoiicipated  from  the  smallaess  of 
the  amount  of  specie,  it-  would  perhaps  be  better 
to  introduce  into  the.  bill  a  pr07ision,  that  the 
bank  should  not  issue  paper  until  it  had  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  coin  to  justify  it  in  so  doing. 
Though  he  should  not  vote  for  the  bank,  be 
should  regret  to  see  its  first  issues  to  indiTiduals 
who  were  connected  with  the  institution  ;  indeed, 
he  should  rather  suppose,  the  great  demand  for 
discouDU  from  (he  hank,  would  be  to  enable  the 
merebaots  to  pay  bonds,  eoostaatly  falling  due  to 
the  Government  for  customs.  These  merchants, 
for  their  notes,  will  obtain  credits  at  the  bank,  to 
tbe  amount  of  perhaps,  seven,  eight,  or  ten  mil- 
lions in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  Uoited 
Sutes  will  be  tbe  only  power  that  can  eaU  for 
it}  and,  Mr.  D.  presumed,  there  would  be  no 
danger  of  n  run  on  the  bank  from  the  Gorem- 
meot,  Jke, 

Mr.  Tavlob,  of  South  Oarolina,  said  be  should 
have  liked  to  have  heard  the  amendment  argued 
on  its  own  merits,  because  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment against  wouJd  perhaps  be  weakened  by  coo- 
neciing  it  with  other  coosideratioos  which  had 
been  brought  into  debate.  If  he  approved  of  the 
amendment,  be  would  vote  for  it,  though  he 
would  say,  that  for  a  smalt  or  inconsiderable  al- 
teration] ne  would  not  jeopardize  a  great  princi- 
ple or  agreat  meuure, such  as  he  conceived  this 
bill.  With  respect  to  the  proposed  amendment, 
eoaaidering  the  state  of  the  enrrenoy  of  tbe  eoun- 
try,  and  the  knowo  faei  that  apeeie  alMunds  in 

Krts  of  the  eouotry,  whilst  in  others  it  is  not  to 
obtained  at  all— to  carry  the  gentleman's 
mmendment  more  directly  to  what  would  be  its 
absolute  result,  be  ought  first  to  have  provided 
for  confiniog  tbe  opening  of  the  books  of  sub- 
aeriptioo  to  that  part  of  the  country  where  specie 
is  in  a  state  of  circulation.  Without  designing 
it,  for  he  would  not  certainly  impute  such  a  de- : 
sign  to  the  gentleman,  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment would  be  giving  a  complete  monopoly  to 
tbe  Eastern  country.  Believing  it  desirable  that 
the  benefits  of  this  lostitution  should  be  extended 
to  every  part  of  the  country,  he  was  therefore 
opposed  to  tbe  amendment.  The  restoration  of 
apeeie  payments,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  not  the  work 
'  of  a  moment.  The  power  to  sell  two  millions 
of  its  stock  in  the  first  year,  of  which  the  bank 
would  no  doubt  arait  itself,  and  the  deptuitea  of 
the  Government,  together  with  tbe  specie  paid 
in  00  the  subscription,  would,  he  said,  eoaUe  the 
bank  to  operate  to  as  great  ao  extnit  as  was  advis- 
aUc.  This  amendment,  besides  being  nnneces- 
aary,  would,  he  believed,  produce  an  undue  mon- 
opoly to  ooe  section  of  the  country,  and  to  the 
hoarders  where  specie  was  not  current.  It  is 
calculated  to  reward  those  whose  conduct  has 
had  a  teudeney  to  bring  about  tbe  very  evil  now 
proposed  to  be  remedied.  The  amendment  would 
also  throw  advantages  into  the  hands  of  the  ea[H 
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italists  of  Charleston,  which  it  would  dmy 
to  those  of  the  middle  country;  for  it  so  hap- 
pened, in  the  course  of  trade,  that  specie  was  re* 
diced  in  value  there  to  about  two  and  a  half  to 
five  per  cenL  above  the  current  {»per  of  that 
State,  not  more  than  in  ordinary  times  used  to 
be  given  for  specie  in  qoantiiiea.  For  these  gta* 
eral  reasons,  Mr.  T.  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr-MiaoN,  of  New  Hampshire,  remarked  that 
specie  was  not  confined  to  the  Eastern  or  South- 
ern Sutes;  the  banks  in  the  Middle  States  still 
retain  as  much  specie  as  they  ever  had.  If  the 
bank  might  sell  stock  for  specie,  why  might  not 
individuals  do  tbe  same,  in  tbe  first  iDstance,  and 
pay  it  into  the  bank  ?  United  Slates'  stock  would 
at  a  certain  price  command  specie  anywhere. 

Mr.  Sanfobd  spoke  in  support  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  denying  tbe  correctness  of  the  doc- 
trine on  which  opposiiion  was  made  to  any 
amendment  of  this  bill.  It  was  a  subject,  be 
said,  which  particularly  required  caution  andeir^ 
euDupection  ia  deciding  upon  it.  He  oonridervd 
the  amendment  before  the  Senate  as  prcMating 
this  question:  With  what  sum  shall  the  bank 
commence  its  operations?  This  being  intended 
to  be  a  specie  bank,  Mr.  S.  said,  every  proposition 
tending  more  certainly  lo  make  it  more  so,  waa 
worthy  of  favorable  consideration.  Tbe  bill  aa 
it  stood  contemplated  $1,400,000  in  specie  as  a 
sufficient  basis  for  the  bank  to  begin  upon.  Mr. 
S,  said, he  could  not  but  thiol^wiih  Mr.  Maboit, 
that  this  sum  was  too  small.  There  wasnoibiog 
in  the  bill  to  prevent  the  bank  from  issuing  9^,- 
000,000  on  this  amount  of  specie  paid  in,  if  they 
thooght  proper  to  do  so.  Those  who  were  called 
on  to  pay  the  second  ioatalmeot  in  specie  would, 
he  said,  go  to  the  hank  with  its  bills,  and  drain  it 
at  oooe  of  every  dollar.  The  bill  wa^  Mr.  S. 
thought,  in  other  respects,  d^cient  in  oeiail,  aa 
he  showed  by  reference  to  iis  provisions.  Th* 
bank  would  get  no  specie  but  what  it  received  in 
the  first  payment,  unless  the  course  of  exchange 
should  become  more  farorablej  or  the  state  of 
things  generally  should  essentially  vary.  The 
rational  and  prudent  course^  be  thought,  would 
be,  to  require  as  much  specie  as  possible  in  the 
first  instance.  Without  amendments  to  regulate 
the  paper  issues  of  the  bank.  &c.,  this  would  be 
a  mere  paper  bank,  he  said,  like  those  which  al- 
ready exisL  The  amendment  appeared  to  him 
extremely  proper,  and  iherefon  he  should  rote 
for  it. 

Mr.  Tatlor  rejdied  to  Mr.  Bah roRD,aad  quoted 
the  provisions  of  the  bank  to  show,  that  the 
bank  date  not  issue  one  drilar  more  paper  than  it 
had  a  reasonable  protjMCt  of  being  aue  to  honor 
with  gold  or  silver.  The  bank  bad  the  power  to 
do  otherwise,  it  was  true ;  and  so  have  we  power 
to  cut  our  own  throats — but  tbe  bank  is  no  more 
likely  than  we  are  to  commit  a^o  dewe.  As  to 
the  second  instalment  being  paid  with  tbe  specie 
of  the  first,  Mr.  T.  said,  it  was  impossible  to  pay 
$3,800,000,  ((he  amount  of  the  second  iastal- 
ment,)  with  $1,400,000^  (the  amount  of  the  first,) 
and  the  worst,  therefore,  only  one-half  ot  the 
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Mcond  inatalmenl  could  bcdnwo  from  tbo  nnlts 
efilielwnk. 

The  Senate  iheo  adjoaraed,  leaving  the  pend- 
ing qocstion  nndeeided. 


Tdbbdat,  March  26. 

Mr^  Dam  presented  the  petition  of  Neheminh 
Hubbard,  aod  others,  iobabiiaDts  of  the  collection 
diatriei  of  MiddletowB,  io  tbe  State  of  Coonee- 
tient,  prajring  tbat  the  port  of  Middletown  mty 
be  eoaaiituted  a  port  of  entry,  for  reasons  stated 
in  tbe  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  seJeet  committee;  and  Messrs.  Dana,  Sanford, 
and  DAaoBTT,  were  appointed  tbe  commitlee. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wa«  recommitted  tbe  biU  entitled  "Ad  act  in  ad- 
dition to  'An  act  to  regelate  tbe  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment," reported  it  with  ameadmeDts,  which 
were  read  and  eonridered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  tfacamendmentahaTiDgbeeni^reed 
to,  wiUi  a  farther  amendmeot,  tbe  Presidenl  re- 
pMtcd  the  bill  to  tbe  House  aeoordiogljr;  and  on 
the  qnestion,  *<8hail  tbe  amendmeDts  beeagrMBed, 
aad  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1"  it 
was  determined  in  tbe  affirmative. 

Mr.  BABaouB,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Allair*,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled 
'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jobo  T.  Virt,"  imported 
it  wichont  amendmeot. 

Tbe  bill  establish  iog  a  port  of  delivery  at  the 
Bajron  St.  John,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  bill,  enliiled  "  An  act  placing  certain  per- 
sons OD  the  list  of  navy  peaftiooera,*°was  read  the 
aeeond  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AtUin,  to  consider  and  report  tbereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  organizing  tbe 
general  stafl^  and  making  further  provUioa  for 
UK  Amy  of  tbe  United  States,"  was  read  tbe 
aaeoad  time,  and  ref«red  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Uiliiary  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
notion  mde  the  22d  instant,  for  information  in 
relation  to  tbe  proceedings  which  have  been  bad 
in  ptmuanee  of  the  act  of  the  10th  of  February, 
1807,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  surveying 
the  eoasts  of  the  United  States,"  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  cousideraiion  of  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  aod  an  Uni- 
form Nstional  Currency,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  peiitioo  of  Willet  Coles.  Whereupon,  tbe 
petiuooer  had  leave  to  withdraw  bis  petition. 

BANK  OF  THE  UtTlTED  STATES. 

The  Senate  lesamed,  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  tbe  Bank  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  Maboh,  of  New  Hamp^ire,  hariog  with- 
drawn the  moiioB  made  the  25tb  instant,  to  amend 
tbe  third  section,  proposed  the  following  proviso 
to  be  added  to  tbe  12th  rule : 

**  Proeided,  Tbat  all  bills  or  notes  so  to  be  issued 
I7  said  eorptnrstion,  shall  be  made  psyabla  on  denHmd, 
•Ihn  than  bills  «r  notes  for  the  payment  of  a  mm  net 
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less  Aan  dollars  eseh,  and  pi^Me  to  the  ordsr 

of  B«ne  person  or  persons,  wbidi  bUls  or  notes  it  shall 
be  lawftU  fiir  said  corporation  to  make  payable  at  any 
time  not  exceeding  — —  dqrs  from  the  date  tbsieoC'' 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate 
between  those  who  thought  sufcb  a  restriction 
necessary  and  those  of  a  different  opiuion.  It 
was  at  length  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays. 

On  the  question  to  a^ree  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  tbe  affirmative— yeas  20,  nays  14,  as 
follows : 

TxAs — Messrs.  Brown,  Dsggett,  Dsns,  Fromentia, 
Gsillsrd,  Goldsboroogh,  Gore,  Horsey,  Honter,  Kin;, 
Mscon,  Msson  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virgiais, 
Saoford,  Taylor,  Tbompsoa.  Ticheoor,  Wells,  WU- 
liams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bsrt»nr,  Barry,  Bibb,  Canpball, 
Chaee,  Condit,  HoweU,  Laeoek,  Monowi  Roberts, 
Roggles,  Tatt,  Turner,  and  Varaum. 

This  decision  in  favor  of  one  amendment  opened 
tbe  door  to  tbe  proposition  of  a  great  number  of 
ammdments  which  have  been  or  will  be  proposed 
to  tbe  bill. 

The  discussion  of  one  or  two  that  were  pni- 
posed  oeenpied  the  Senate  antil  the  hour  01  ad- 
joornment. 

WEDNBaDAT,  March  27. 

Mr.  Daqggtt  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Carroll,  of  Doddington,  aod  others,  citizens  of 
Washington,  praying  an  act  to  incorporate  a 
company  to  continue  a  turnpike  road  leading 
from  Calvert's  mills,  from  tbe  District  line,  to  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  10  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  Messrs.  DAauETT.HoaaBT,  and  Maboh 
of  Vireioia,  were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

Mr.  TaIt,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  placing  certain  persons  00  the  list  of  navy 
pensioners,  reported  it  without  amendment;  and 
tbe  bill  baviog  been  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  reward  the  ofiicers  and  crew  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  frigate  Cqostitutioo ;  and  the  bill  wu 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosiderattoo  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  and  requiring  the  Secretary  ot 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz;" 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  Legislature  of  the  Sute  of  Ohio  to  sell  a  cer- 
tain part  of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  tbe  use  of 
that  State;  and  00  the  question,  "Shall  ibis  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  limel"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Laoocc  submitted  tbe  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Staohedf  Tbat  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Affurs 
be  instnicted  to  iaqoire  into  tbe  praprie^  of  granting 
bona^y  lands  to  each  of  the  didiaadsd  offlem  <tf  oar 
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hte  Army  u  have  bMn  dbaUed  by  WMmds  whila  in 

the  public  HTvice. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed  to  ezamise  the  business  on  the  tables  of 
the  two  Houses,  to  ascertain  what  portion  re- 
quired to  be  acted  on  this  session,  and  to  fix  on  a 
period  for  its  close,  made  a  report,  together  with 
the  following  resolution : 

BtMked,  That  the  PreudMit  at  the  Senate  and 
l^^adtar  of  the  Home  <tf  Bapmentativaa  be  andwv- 
BM  to  eloae  this  leeriOD,  by  the  adjonmment  tiS  their 
nqteetlTC  Hooms,  od  the  S2d       of  April,  1816. 

The  reportand  resolution  were  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  BTATJE8. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  Bank  bill.  The  con- 
sidermtion  of ameDdmentsprogressed.  Anamend- 
menl  was  adopted,  among  others,  to  postpone  the 
opening  of  the  books  from  the  1st  day  of  June  to 
the  1st  day  of  July. 

Mr.  Masoh,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  mored 
another  amendment,  by  way  of  a  new  section,  to 
declare  the  act  null  and  void,  if  the  bank  is  not 
put  into  operation  within  one  year  after  its  date. 

Mr.  Bibb  mored  to  amend  this  amendment  so 
as  to  make  it  reserve  to  Congress  the  rigbt  to 
annul  the  charter,  at  any  time  within  twelre 
ittonihs  after  the  1st  day  of  February  next,  if  the 
bank  be  not  put  in  operation  before  tliat  day. 

These  motions  gave  rise  to  much  desultory 
debate,  as  indeed  did  all  the  amendments  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  BiBB*8  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr. 
Mason's  proposition,  so  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cahfbell  then  mored  to  amend  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  directs  books  to  be  opened  at 
certain  places,  so  as  to  assign  to  each  State  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  the  stock  to  be  subscribed,  to 
remain  loere  for  a  certain  time,  to  allow  it  to  be 
BUbacribed  in  the  States  respectirely,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  representation-^  in  tending  to  foflow 
vp  this  amendment  by  a  motion  to  introduce  a 
prorision  that  the  bank  should  be  compelled,  on 
the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  any  State,  to 
establish  a  branch  of  the  bank  therein. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  C.  made  a  speech 
of  some  length  on  the  general  principles  of  the  bill. 

This  amendment  was  in  tne  eaa  negatlTed  by 
a  vote  of  80  to  11. 

Late  in  the  day,  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
was  further  postponed  till  to-mom>w. 

Tbobsdat,  March  28. 

The  bill  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
United  States  frigate  Constitution,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  reported 
it  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
tfae  President  of  the  United  Suiea  to  alter  the 
lond  laid  out  frona  the  foot  of  the  npids  of  the 
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rirer  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  the  western  line  of 
the  Connecticut  Reserve;  and  no  amendment 
kaving  been  proposed  thereto,  en  the  qaeslton, 
**  Shall  thiit  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioD  of  the  bill  establishing 
a  port  of  delivery  at  tfae  town  of  Bayou  St.  John; 
and  the  bill  baring  been  amended,  tne  PftMiOBRT 
reported  it  to  the  House  ac^dingly  j  nod  on  Uie 
question,  Shall  this  bill  bis  engrasaed  and  rend 
a  third  ttmef*  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tire. 

Tfae  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Wirt,"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
to  regulate  the  Post  Office  Establish  mest."  ww 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  was  further 
amended  by  unanimous  eonseni,  and  passed  with 
ameodmentF. 

The  hilt  entitled  "An  act  autfaoriiiag  and  re- 
quiring the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letten 
patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz,"  was  read  a  third  lime 
and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  aet  placing  eernin  per* 
sons  on  the  list  of  navy  peusioners,"  was  read  a 
third  tim^  and  passed. 

Mr.  Cahpbbll.  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  Natiraal  Currettcy,  lo 
whom  was  referred  the  Inll  entitled  "An  aet  to 
re[>eal  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qoreromeot,  and  maiatatniag  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on 
gold  aod  silver  watches,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  Seasie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  tfae  Ban1c  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  FsoHBNTiN  withdrew  bis  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

Soadrr  amendments  having  been  agreed  to, 
and  further  amendments  pioposed.  on  motion  by 
Mr.  WiLUAHB,  the  further  ctnsiaeratioa  of  the 
bill,  together  with  the  proposed  ammdments,  was 
postponed  until  co-morrow. 


Fbiday,  March  29. 
Mr.  Daoobtt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate 
a  company  for  making  certain  turnpike  roads 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  27tb  iosunt,  relative  to  bounty 
lands,  which  was  amended  and  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

Baoitedy  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs  be  instrueted  to  inqoita  iato  the  propriety 
ofjgmnting  botmty  lands  to  such  of  the  usbanded 
oiSan  or oar  late  affray  as  kare  bam  dlssUed 
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by  weaads  while  io  the  iiabHc  serrhre,  and  of 
grtDtiDs  the  same  qaaotitf  of  land  to  eaeh 
soldier  who  has  serred  during  the  faitc  vai,  aod 
beea  boaoraUv  di'sebaived. 

Oa  motion  V  Mr.  Roavnt,  the  bilt  eotitled 
'An  act  raaki^  Amber  proTUion  for  miliinrf 
serTiees  dmiag  the  late  mr,  and  for  other  |Hir- 
poses,"  was  Kcommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  further  to  coostder  and  report 
thereoD. 

M r.  BABBOua,  from  the  Committee  oo  Military 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
''An  actforoi^niziDgthe  general  staff,aod  mak- 
ing further  prorision  for  tbe  Army  of  tbe  United 
Sutes,"  reported  it  withoat  ameodmeot. 

Mr.BABBODBgfrom  tbe  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  resolution  directiog  medals  to  be 
strock,«nd,  together  with  the  thanks  of  Congress, 
presented  to  Major  General  Harri«on  and  Gov- 
ernor Shelby,  and  for  other  purposes;"  aod  the 
Msolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second 
reading. 

The  joint  resolntion,  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenutives  to  adjourn  their  respecliTe  Houses 
on  the  22d  day  of  April,  1816,  was  read  the  see- 
ood  time. 

Mr.  Weli^,  from  the  committee  to  whom  ibe 
sn^cct  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Brigga ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  secood  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  ednslderatibo  of  the  bill  to  reward 
tbe  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  Slates  frigate 
Constitution ;  and  no  amendment  haviag  been 
agreed  to,  on  the  qoesiion,  "Shall  this  bill  be 
eagrossed  and  read  a  third  timeV*  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirnaatire. 

Tbe  engrossed  bfll  to  aathorize  tbe  Legislature 
oC  the  Slate  of  Ohio  to  sell  a  certain  part  of  a 
tract  of  land  reserred  for  the  use  of  that  State, 
vas  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bilt  to  authorize  the  Preiideat  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  to  alter  tbe  road  laid  out  from  the  foot 
of  the  rapids  of  the  river  Miami  of  Lake  Brie,  to 
tbe  western  line  of  ibe  Conneoiieut  Reserve,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  esiablisbing  a  port  of  delirery  at  tbe 
town  of  Bayoa  St.  Jmn  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
T.  Wirt,"  was  read  a  thin)  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Fbombiitiit  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be 
should  ask  leare  to  bring  in  a  bilt  to  erect  a  light- 
house at  tbe  moaib  of  tbe  Miasiasippi  lirer. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  tbe  subscriber*  to  tbe  Bank  of 
the  United  States,"  together  with  the  proposed 
amendments. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mabok,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  insert  at  the  end  of  tbe  17th  section  tbe 
following : 

*'Aad  if  (he  nid  cerpeialiaii  shall  at  ai^  tine  n»- 
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pend  01  refiise  paymant,  in  gold  or  aihrer,  of  its  notss, 
billsi  obligationa,  or  other  debt*,  to  sneb  an  amount, 
and  fiir  sadi  length  of  time  as  Congrois  may  deem 
injnrions  to  the  Uaiird  State%  in  snch  ease  Congnsa 
may  repeal  this  act,  and  aboliab  the  said  corporatiMi, 
and  make  inch  regulations  and  prorisions  for  tbe  set- 
tlement of  the  afiairs  and  payment  of  the  debts  of  sidd 
corporation,  and  for  distributing  its  remaining  property 
among  the  stockholders,  as  diall  be  deemed  just  and 
proper." 

It  was  determined  io  the  negative,  yeas  14, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

Yus— Messrs.  Barbour,  Btt>b,  Daggett,  G<ddsbor- 
oo^  Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampahire, 
Mason  of  Vnginia,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, and  Tamer. 

Nats— Messn.  Bwiy,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chaea, 
Condit,  Dana,  Fnmenthi,  Howell,  Hanter,  Macon* 
Monow,  Robots,  Tait,Tannm,  Wells,  WiUianu,  and 
Wilson. 

Tbe  Intl  having  been  farther  amended,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Wbllb,  the  farther  consideratioi 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


SATOnnAY,  March  30. 

On  mMion  by  Mr.  Wilsom, 

Jteaafae^  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  in- 
form tbe  House  of  Representatives  that  an  omia- 
sion  bas  taken  place  in  engrossing  tbe  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  from  tbe 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  tbe  Post  OflBee  Es- 
tabllsbmeot,"  and  request  that  the  House  will 
return  the  said  bill  and  amendments  to  the  Sea- 
ate,  with  a  view  that  the  said  omission  may  be 
supplied. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consioeratioo : 

Seaobed,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  inatmeted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieuCT  of  author, 
iung  tin  Secretary  the  Treasury  to  emeribe  fil^ 
tlwuand  doUaia  to  the  Great  Coastwise  Canal  and 
Rivw  Navigation  Company,  inoorporatad  by  the  Le- 
gislatore  of  Virginia,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  eotting  a 
canal  from  the  port  of  Norfolk,  through  the  Eastern 
Branch  of  Elisabeth  River,  to  tbe  channel  of  Corn- 
tuck  Sound,  on  tbe  terms  and  omditions  proposed  by 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  Great  Coast- 
wise Canal  and  River  NaTigaiion  Conytany. 

Tbe  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  eotitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  ceriaia 
turnpike  roads  within  the  District  of  Columbia," 
aras  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  direciiog  medals  to  be  struck, 
and,  together  with  the  thanks  of  Coogresa,  pre- 
sented to  Major  General  Harrison  and  Oovernor 
Shelby,  aod  for  other, puqioees,  was  read  tbe 
second  time. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Brigga  was  read 
tbe  aeeond  time. 

A  measage  from  the  Houae  of  Rtpresentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  returned 
to  the  Senate  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act  to  regulate  tbe  Post  Office  Sstab' 
Uahment,"  together  with  the  ameadmeBts  thereto; 
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and  ihnt  the  Howe  hare  pacsed  a  bill^  entitled 
"An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritorjr  to  form  a  coosiiiniion  and  Slate  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  adniasion  of  «ueh  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States;**  a  bill,  eniitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
aippi  Territory;"  a  bill,  eniitled  "Ad  actanthor- 
iziDg  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  lease 
the  Saline,  near  the  Wabash  rirer,  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  seveo  years;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Edward  Hallowell;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplemental  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  aot  rega- 
latifig  and  defialDethe  duties  of  the  judges  of 
the  Territory  of  Illinois,  and  for  vesting  in  the 
eoorts  ol  the  Territory  of  Indiana  a  jurtsdiclion 
in  ehaneer]r  cases  arising  in  the  said  Territory;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Malcolm;**  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the 
discharge  of  Bbenezer  Eeeler  and  John  Francis 
from  imprisonment a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  di- 
recting the  discbarge  of  Moses  Lewis  from  im- 
prisonmeot;"  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  re- 
mission of  certain  duties  on  the  importation  of 
books  for  the  use  of  Harvard  College,  and  on  the 
carriage  and  personal  baggage  of  his  Excellency 
William  Qore,  Governor  of  the  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Kidd;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
same;**  in  which  bills  they  request  the  coocur- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UIOTED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resamed,  ai  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsideration  of  the  bill,  enittJed  "An 
act  to  incorpwftte  the  snbseriberi  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Smicb.** 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eiita,  to  strike  out  of  see- 
tioo  8.  after  the  word  "  directors."  in  the  3d  line, 
the  following:  "five  of  whom,  being  stockhold- 
ers, shall  be  annually  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  not  more  than  three  of 
whom  shall  be  residents  of  any  one  Suie." 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  which  con- 
tinued sntil  about  three  o'clock,  and  in  which 
Messrs.  Einq  and  Goaa  advocated,  and  Messrs. 
Bibb,  Babboob,  Robbkts,  and  Cahfbbli,  op- 
posed the  motion. 

The  amendment  was  finally  negatiTed— yeas 
14,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

Teas — Menra.  Daggett^Dsna,  Goldsborougfa,  Qore, 
Hwper,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Mooon.  Mason  of 
New  Hampshire  Sanfitrd,  Thonqison,  Tidwnort  and 
Wells. 

NAXB-^Messrs.  Baibonr,  Bany,Bibb,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chooe,  Uondit,  Fromentin,  Uoillaidt  Howdl, 
Mawm  of  Vi^iiiat  Morrow,  Robertih  Boggles,  Tait, 
Talbo^  Taylor,  Tamer,  Vamam,  WiUiuBa^  and 
Wilson. 
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A  new  section  was  then  offered,  by  Mr.  Golds- 
BORonoa,  in  the  following  words: 

"AndbcittHoettdf  That  if,  at  an  tirnc^  the  Uni- 
ted BMm  AM  cease  to  hold  stock  m  this  bonk,  die 
fire  Directors  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
power  herein  given  to  the  Praideot,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  directors, 
•hall  immediately  cease;  and  that,  for  every  million 
foor  hundred  thousand  dolUn  of  said  stock  which  the 
United  States  may  put  with,  there  ^all  be  an  abridge* 
ment  of  the  power  of  appointing  one  of  the  five  direct- 
ors hereinbefore  proTtded  for." 

On  this  amendment  a  debate  took  place,  in 
which  Messrs.  GoLnsBOBOooB,  Kina,  Habpgr, 
Macon,  and  Fbohbntin,  supported,  aod  Messrs, 
Bibb,  Campbbll,  Tait,  TatloR|  and  Chacb, 
opposed  it. 

About  half  past  four  the  Senate  adjourned, 
without  having  taken  the  question. 


MoMDAT,  April  1. 

The  Pbebidbnt  communicated  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Treasncec  of  the  United  States  from 
the  first  of  October,  1614,  to  the  first  of  April, 
1815.  as  also  the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments,  from  the  first  of  October,  1614,  to 
the  first  of  October,  1815,  together  witn  the  re* 
ports  of  the  accoj^ntiog  officers  of  the  Treasaiy 
thereoD ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
amend  the  law  of  costs,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Vabndh  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Otis,  attornejr  of  William  Otis,  late  collector  of 
the  cu^ms  for  the  district  of  Barnstable,  praying 
relief  for  expenses  incurred  by  him  for  carrying 
into  ezeentton  the  embaigo  laws,  as  ataied  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 

Mr.  Bbowh,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  claimants  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vin- 
cennes,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Sanfobd  presented  the  memorial  of  J^sse 
Torrey,jun.,  representing  that  he  has  it  in  con- 
templation to  undertake  the  establishment,  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  of  a  garden  or  ffeoeral  re- 
pository of  living  American  plants,  shrubs,  and 
trees,  |Mrticularl]r  such  as  are  supp<Med  or  known 
to  contain  medicinal  properties,  and  praying  the 
patronage  of  Congress,  as  suted  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  so  mqch  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates  to  a 
National  Seminary  of  Learning  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  eleven  bilU  last  bronght  ap  for  eoocnr- 
rence  were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ii>  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coQsid»ation  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  the  act^  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  trf' 
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GsTOMomt,  and  miatauiiu:  the  fHMh  credit, 
br  teTinir  daUes  on  bMuehald  fbrnitnre.  aod  on 
gold  and  ailrer  w^dfc*f  and  it  patied  to  the 
third  leading.  ^ 

The  Btnaie  resDued  the  ooMideratioa  of  the 
motion  nade  the  9Dth  oltimo,  iostraeting  the 
CfHnnuttee  on  Roads  ^nd  Canals  to  inquire  iitto 
the  expedtencf  of  anthoriztng  the  Seoretarr  of 
the  TreasoTf  to  wbewibe  fifty  tbonsaQd  doilars 
to  the  Great  Coastwiae  Canal  and  RiTer  Nari- 
gattoo  Coapaay,  ud  agraed  thereto. 

Mr.  WtLUAMO,  firom  the  canmittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  faili,  entitled  "An  aot  for  the  re- 
lief  o(  the  heirs  of  Qeorge  Nebiagcr,"  reported  it 
with  an  smmidineQt,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  FaoHBRTM  asked  and  ohtained  leave  to 
briuJam  billto  areet  a  Ugbt^ooie  at  &e  month 
af  toe  Hiaaiisim  riTw;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  puaed  to  the  aeeond  readiisg. 

Tne  Bmate  reeluacd,  in  GnDmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsiderMion  ttf  the  bill,  sapplemen- 
lary  to  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  a 
eooipaoy  for  OMUiiDg  certain  taropike  roads  with- 
in the  District  of  ColoinlHa,"  and  on  the  question, 
''Shall  this  bill  be  engroMcd  and  read  a  third 
tiael''  it  was  deterniocd  in  the  affiraatiTC. 

A  meaiage  from  the  House  of  Kepresentatives 
iaAmned  the  Senate  that  ibe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of 
ibe  Bdississif^t  Territory  to  form  a  eoDstitation 
■ad  State  goTernmeni,  and  for  the  admission  of 
soeh  Slate  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  Slates;"  in  which  bill  ther  re- 
quest the  eoBCDrrcnce  of  the  Senate.  They  nare 
concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  aatfaorize  the  pay- 
ment Sot  property  lost,  eaptared,  or  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  wbUe  in  the  militacy  aecnee  of  the 
Unlwd  State*,"  with  amwdmeate,  in  whieh  they 
leqneal  the  eoBcairreiKe  of  the  Senate. 

The  Sraate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amead- 
menta  of  the  House  of  RepKeantatives  to  their 
aaendmeau  to  the  bill  last  mnlioned,  and  eon- 
enmd  thefcia. 

The  bill  last  broogbt  up  for  conearrenee  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Wl  to  reward  tbe  officers  and  crew  of  the 
United  State*  frigate  ConstltntioD  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Fbqhbhtih,  from  the  committee,  reported 
that  they  bad  re-examined  the  amendments  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to 
rcgalala  the  Post  Office  Bstablishmeat,'*  and  that 
ihej  were  correctly  engrossed. 

Ordered,  That  the  BeereMry  return  the  bills, 
together  with  the  amendmeniB^  to  the  House  of 
lUnfceentaliref; 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bauona,  the  enndaratioo 
of  tbe  bill  maktofl  appnpriatioa  for  the  construe- 
tion  of  roads  aao  canal^  waa  farther  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
The  Senate  rcsnmed  tbe  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee, of  the  bill  from  the  House,  to  incorporate 
the  rabseribers  to  the  Baak  of  the  Uniud  Statea, 
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the  amendment  offered  byMr.<3oLnBBORoooH  on 
Saturday  still  before  the  Committee. 

MesMfs.  Masoh,  of  Virginia,  Bibb,  and  Tatlos, 
spoke  against  tbe  ameooment,  and  Mr.  Golds- 
BoaouGH  in  its  favor;  when  tbe  question  was 
taken,  and  tbe  motion  negatived — yeas  1^  nays 
18,  as  follows : 

YaAi — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dsns,  Fromentin,  Oatllard, 
Goldsborongb,  Harper,  Honey,  Hnnter,  Kkg,  Macon, 
Mason  of  Now  Hai^tdiire,  Sanford,  Thompson,  Tich- 
enor,  Tanwr,  and  WsUs. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baiboar,  Bany,  BB)fak  Brown,  Cssap> 
bell,  Chaee,  Condit,  Howell,  Maiwn  of  Tirgiois,  Mor- 
row, Roberta,  Boggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Vamom, 
Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  HAaPBB  mored  an  amendment,  limiting 
tbe  selection  of  directors  by  the  President  to  each 
as  held  aloek  to  the  atnount  of  — —  doUai^ 
(ten  thousand  was  named  by  the  mover,)  aad 
that  they  should  eaaae  to  be  aireetors  when  they 
eeaaed  to  bold  stock  to  that  amoant. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs*  Haam, 
Dana,  and  Tatlob,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Roa- 
aars,  BARBOtin,  Maoon,  CAurBSLL,  and  Fao- 
JCBMTIN.  aod  negatived— a  jrei  9,  noes  10. 

Mr.  Kino  moved  an  amendment,  preventing 
direotors  appointed  bj  tbe  Qovernment  from  act- 
ing as  agents  or  proxies  of  any  stoekboldcrs. 

Mr.  KiHG  spou  in  favor  of,  aod  Messrs.  RoB- 
BRTB  and  Campbbll  against  this  amendawat; 
which  was  negatived  witfaoot  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  an  amendment  was 
adopted,  requiriDg  that  there  should  not  be  more 
than  thirteen  nor  lesa  than  seven  direetors,  to 
each  Branch  Bank. 

Mr.  Tatlob  prmrascd  an  aaiendment,  making 
tbe  stock  of  the  united  States  analienable;  Mr. 
CAimBLL  spoke  against  it ;  negatived— ayes  10, 
noes  18. 

Mr.  Bbovh  offered  an  amendnMBt,  exelndhig 
the  United  States  as  a  uochholder  from  being 
represented  io  thechotee  of  directors,  Ac;  agrecn 
to. 

Mr.  WbIkLb  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair,  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Presjdent,  the  Senate  having  gone  tbrongh 
the  diiereot  amendments  which  have  been  be- 
fore them,  and  it  not  being  probable  that  there 
are  many  more,  if  any  other,  ioicnded  to  be 
brought  forward,  the  proper  period  for  sabmiuiag 
a  proposition,  which  will  fairly  bring  into  notice 
tbe  general  views  of  this  subject,  has,  perhaps^ 
now  arrived.  In  support  then,  of  the  proposititm 
of  postponement  to  the  first  Mmiday  in  Deeem- 
ber  next,  of  tbe  further  consideration  of  this  bHl^ 
which  I  purpose  to  move  yon,  I  bc^  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Senate^  while  1  endeavor  to  shoVf 
firsL  that  it  transeends  ibe  Constitntioaal  power 
of  Congress  to  pass  a  bill  containing  the  jHOvi- 
sions  which  this  does ;  seoonUly,  the  inexpediency 
of  enaetjog  sacb  a  law  as  this,  even  if  we  possess 
tbe  Constitutional  power  to  do  it;  and  thirdly, 
that  our  true  policy  is  to  avoid,  at  this  time,  le- 
gisiatiog  upon  thesubjeot— topass  no  law,  at  the 
present  session,  incorporating  a  banking  eoa- 
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That  which  has  heretofore  been  the  occasion 
of  so  much  heated  controrersr,  was  simpljr  a 
qaestioD  relating  to  the  existence  or  non-exist- 
ence of  a  power  in  Congress  to  incorporate  a 
compaDy  for  establishing  a  bank.  That  <)uest}on 
is  DOW  at  rest,  oor  do  I  prppose  to  disturb  it. 
The  sole  inquiry  we  now  have  to  make  is,  as  to 
the  true  character  and  just  extent  of  this  aathori- 
tf ,  that  we  majr  not,  in  the  exercise  of  it,  carry 
it  Mrdod  its  proper  limits. 

The  power  that  is  granted  is  a  power  to  estab- 
lish a  Mok  for  a  particnlar  end,  and,  of  eoarse, 
eonstitates  only  a  oart  of  the  general  power,  in 
relation  to  the  estaoltthment  ot  banks  that  pre- 
Tioasly  existed  in  the  States.  For  this  reason  it 
is  a  power  of  a  minor  obaraeter  to  that  of  the 
States,  and  is  to  be  exercised  always  with  a  steady 
and  distinct  view  to  the  end  for  which  it  is  crea- 
ted. So  far  as  it  goes,  it  is  a  lawful  power,  and 
has  a  right  to  pursue  its  prescribed  course.  It 
may  keep  company  with  the  State  authority, 
bat  has  no  right  to  quarrel  and  slay  tu  compau- 
ioQ  on  the  road.   Erery  application,  then,  of  this 

Sower,  by  the  United  States,  which  has  a  teo- 
eacy  to  embarrass  or  impair  the  free  exercise  of 
the  power  reserTed  to  the  States,  is  nnwarranted, 
and  if  done  by  as  with  a  view  to  such  a  purpose, 
is  the  a&ir  ta  arrogance  and  usurpation. 

This  is  not  a  primarr,  expressed,  original 
power.   Id  rain,  as  such,  do  we  seek  for  it  in  the 
CoDstiintion.   It  is  only  a  secondary,  an  implied, 
dwiratiTe  power,  if  sach  may  be  properly  termed 
the  means  of  executing  an  expressly  delegated 
power.   Here  it  may  fairl)[  be  asked,  Why  was 
this  power  left  to  implication  ?   Did  it  escape 
notice  ?   Was  it  overlooked  1    Was  it  too  unim- 
portant for  enumeration?   Brery  view  of  this 
subject,  and  erery  relation  in  which  it  can  be 
placed,  10  the  other  authorities,  affords  ao  infer- 
ence not  easily  resisted,  that  a  grant  of  this  power 
was  not  intended  to  be  applied.   If  the  express 
mnt  of  aneh  a  power  was  moved,  the  silence  of 
the  CoDstitntioD,  as  to  that  power,  proves  that  it 
must  have  lieen  rejeetdd.  I  understand  that  it 
was  moved  in  that  body,  and  was  rejected.  If 
tbia  was  aetoally  the  ease,  (as  I  am  pevaaaded  it 
was,)  it  certainly  requires  the  atmost  effort  of  in- 
genuity to  prove  that  this  power  was  left  to  im- 
plieatioo,  in  order  that  the  subordinacy  of  its 
<!hBiaeter  might  be  the  more  clearly  established 
and  the  arrogance  of  its  pretensions  the  more  ea- 
sily repressed.   This  is  all,  if  it  be  not  a  great 
deal  more  than  any  fair  mode  of  interpreting  the 
Constitution,  as  we  have  it,  will  warrant.  We 
cannot,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that  the  great 
men,  who  formed  this  frame  of  government,  were 
unacquainted  with,  or  unmindiul  of,  the  impo- 
sing character  of  this  power,  or  of  its  history 
here  or  abroad.   Did  they  not  know  that  a  prop- 
osttitm  to  incorporate  a  banking  company,  by  the 
M  Congress,  bad  been,  by  that  body,  rejected  1 
And  fnnhermore,  could  those  grave  and  learned 
men  been  unaware  (if  they  intended  this  power 
to  be  inferred  as  a  means  of  executing  another 
power)  of  tbe  ardaou^  perhaps  I  might  be  per 
mitted  to  say,  the  odious  cJuiacier  of  the  loak 


thejr  devolved  upon  implication?  Did  not  that 
enlightened  body  know  tt>at  grants  of  specially 
enumerated  authorities  'vbiuld  not  warrant  the 
exercise  of  a  power  as  a  iileans  for  carrying  into 
effect  another  power,  where  the  means  itself  is, 
in  character  and  importance,  entitled  to  rank 
with  some  one  of  tba  enumerated  aothotitiesl 
That  sneh  is  the  real  character  of  the  meam  in 
question,  in  relation  to  some  ot  those  auttiorities. 
even  limited  and  circumscribed  as  it  may  be,  l 
am  obliged  to  admit  there  is  too  much  reason  for 
insisting.  That  I  have  a  doubt,  therefore,  on  my 
mind,  on  this  point,  I  am  free  to  confess.  It  u 
possible,  perba|»  it  is  probable,  if  tbe  vote  I  an 
to  give  upon  this  bill  demanded  of  me,  in  respect 
to  that  difficulty,  a  decision,  that  further  deliber- 
ation, aided  by  the  authorities  which,  i  am  told, 
support  the  opposite  opinfon,  might  remove  that 
doubt. 

Sir,  1  confidently  rely  upon  the  cheerfolnese 
with  which  honorable  genilenaeo  who  have  here- 
tofore so  strenuously  denied  the  existence  of  the 
power  in  question  in  this  Oorernmeot,  will  ao- 
company  me  in  the  inquiry  respecting  the  extent 
of  this  power,  it  is  agreed,  on  all  haack,  to  be 
(not  an  original,  snbstantive,  but)  a  derivative, 
tneideotal  power.  What,  then^  is  the  specially 
enumerated  power  to  which  it  is  ioeident,  as  one 
of  tbe  "  necessary  and  proper"  means  for  its  exe- 
cntioa  7 

Is  it  an  incident  to  the  power  to  "  promote  the 
general  welfare?"  The  capacious  character  of 
this  provuion,  if  it  is  to  be  viewed  simply  as  a 
grant  of  power,  would  render  the  subseqoeai 
enumeration  of  special  powers  a  matter  of  sapei^ 
erogation.  The  terms  "geoeral  welfare,"  when 
used  in  the  Constitution,  can  only  be  considered 
as  having  themselves  reference  to  one  of  the 
great  objects  for  the  promotion  of  which  this  Gov* 
rrument  vras  established,  and  for  the  accomplish- 
meat  of  which  the  special  powers,  contained  in 
the  CoostiiutioD,  have  been  delegated. 

Is  this  authority  to  establish  a  bank  an  ind- 
dent  to  tbe  power  of  Congress  "  to  borrow  money 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States."  by  reason  of 
its  correlative  tendency  in  procuring  a  faculty  to 
lend?  If  this  be  the  source  from  which  it  is 
lawfully  derived,  we  need  look  no  further  for  tbe 
origin  of  this  or  of  any  other  authority.  If  this 
be  lis  fountain-head,  we  have  here  a  never-failing 
spring  of  power,  abundantly  sufficient  for  all  the 
purposes,  lawful  or  unlawful,  of  this  or  of  any 
other  Qovernment  upon  earth.  I  turn  away  from 
it,  iherefore,  without  further  investigation. 

Is  this  power  derived  from  that  of  coining 
money,  regulating  its  value  and  that  of  foreign 
coin?  Is  tbe  right  to  establish  a  Naiioaal  Bank, 
on  account  of  its  tendency  in  our  hands  to  oper- 
ate upon  what  is  called  theeurreocy  of  the  coun* 
try,  derived  from  this  or  any  other  specially  dele- 
gated authority?  There  are  two  provisioos in 
the  Constitution  which  have  some  bearing  upon 
this  point.  That  to  which  1  bare  just  referred 
respecting  coin,  and  that  which  prohibits  the 
States  the  issue  of  "bills  of  credit,  and  the  de- 
elniag  of  anything  but  gold  and  silver  a  lawAiI 
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trader  in  the  payment  of  debts."  It  cannot  be 
DKMtary  to  argae  tint  k  power  to  make  a  bank 
duttaetly  with  a  liew  to  ii9  pauiog  intoeireula- 
tioD  promissory  nointhat  ehall  bare  tbe  faculty 
of  mixiDg  aotl  keeping  company  witb  the  cnr- 
rcncy  of  the  eoaatrr,  and  of  beeoniiag  something 
like  paper  moMj,  »  aot  a  neoenary  and  proper 
auxitiary  to  tbe  power  in  this  Ooreroment  of 
makiag  a  metaUie  mediam ;  that  a  power,  in 
^ort,  lo  Btkc  a  metallie  moaey  has  oot  iacident 
to  it,  a  neeeaary  and  proper"  meani  for  iu 
•xeestHMi.  like  powar  to  nak«  a  |Mper  mooey. 
Nor  aeed  any  tisM  be  apent  io  resisting  an  iafer- 
cnee,  drawn  from  a  restraint  imposed  upon  a 
partiealar  power  in  iheState  gorentmeDts,  whieh 
afijMts  to  eommnaicate  to,  and  to  set  up  ia,  this 
Ooremnrat  a  facolty  co-ordinate  with  aoother 
power,  which  is  left  in  those  goveroments,  free 
and  aiuhaekled.  So  fat,  then,  as  honorable  gen- 
tlemen say  this  measarc  is  intended  or  calenlated, 
whether  with  a  riew  to  regnlation  or  improre- 
ment,  or  ander  any  other  jM^tenee,  to  operate 
upon  what  is  called  the  national  canrency;  or,  in 
other  words^  to  restrain  tbe  States  from  esiab- 
iishiiig  similar  instttotioDs,  and  impair  the  free 
aeieise  of  the  franchises  of  those  already  in- 
corporated, it  is  warranted  by  no  pan  of  the 
GonstitniioB. 

I  eama  now,  sir,  to  that  part  of  the  ConstitutioD 
where  aloae  oaa  be  foooa,  if  anywhere,  tbe  law- 
Ad  aosree  oC  the  authority  of  this  Goreniment 
to  iaeorporate  a  banking  company.  We  haT« 
the  power  "  to  lay  and  collect  mzes,  duties,  im* 
poMa,  and  anises."  for  certain  great  national 
parpmes.  U  is  now  admitted,  by  most  of  the 
ibrmer  0]^ae&ts  of  this  doctrine,  that  tbe  eatab- 
Uishnent  of  a  National  Bank  is  nothing  mere 
than  tbe  employment  of  a  "  necessary  and  proper" 
means  for ca/r^iag  "into ezecation"  tbe  power  to 
which  I  have  just  referred.  The  correctness  of 
this  doctrine,  1  have  before  declared  it  to  be  not 
my  purpose  to  call  into  qaesiton.  This  part  of 
my  argnmeat  is  entirely  predicated  apon  its  ad- 
mianoD,  and  is  designed  solely  to  be  confined  to 
thoae  Tiews  of  tbe  snbject  which  wiU  show  tbe 
tma  chaiacter  aad  jast  extent  of  this  authority, 
and  cBi^le  as  to  determine  whether  we  are  not 
canyittff  it,  by  the  pronsioDs  of  the  bill  now  on 
ow  labTes,  farther  than  is  warranted  by  the  Con- 
slitatioa.  This,  then,  being  the  power  to  which 
the  antkorily  to  establish  a  bank  is  incident,  as  a 
'^Beeenwryaad  proper"  means  for  its  execution, 
W0  caoDoi  bare  mach  difficulty  in  tbe  definition 
of  its  limits.  Iu  effect  apon  this  power  most  be 
in  relation  to  the  collection,  the  safe-keeping  and 
transmission  of  tbe  public  revenue.  The  notes 
whieb  a  bank  issues  may  (but,  by  the  by,  the  af- 
iairaof  a  bank  may  be  mismanaged  and  they  may 
not)  proride  the  p^ple  with  an  equal  mediam 
fior  tbe  payment  of  Aeir  public  does  to  this  Qor- 
ernmeou  Tbia  is,  m  a  certain  extent,  to  operate 
open  the  eurreooy ;  it  is  not  merely  to  afford  the 
people  in  their  relations  with  the  (JoTernment, 
something  more  portable  and  eonrenient  to  pre 
Cttta,  and  pay,  than  metallic  money,  but  it  is  to 
IpMide  tham  with  a  nudinn  of  oontribotioDt  it 
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a  time  when  the  metallic  mediam  shall  disappear 
from  circulation.  Here  provision,  in  relation  to 
the  currency  generally,  would  seem  at  first,  to  be 
intended  for  an  event  like  that  of  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  metallic  medium ;  but  we  must  always 
remember  that  our  power,  in  relatiou  to  the  me- 
dium of  circulation,  refers  solely  to  a  metallic 
medium ;  and  of  course  excludes  tbe  other — 
pressia  vnim  eat  txclvMio  aUeriiu.  If  it  be  not 
questioned  bow  far,  in  this  point  of  view,  as  con* 
neeted  with  tbe  currency  (a  subject,  as  befw^ 
mentioned,  expressly  l^tslated  upon)  there  ia  a 
power  to  proeore  for  the  people  these  kind  of  fa- 
cilities, for  the  pajrment  of  their  taxes ;  surely  the 
power  mast,  in  this  respect  confine  itself  directly 
to  this  end.  What  then  is  tbe  capital  neeesMry 
for  coostitntioc  a  bank  to  answer  this  purpose? 
This  ought  to  hare  been  ahown  as.  Those  who 
hare  no  warrant  to  employ  this  power  but  dis- 
tinctly with  a  riew  to  tbe  attainment  of  a  partic- 
ular end,  must  have  known  that  the  purposes  for 
which  alone  it  can  be  lawfully  used,  prescribe 
the  limitations  to  its  exercise.   The  moral  obli- 

f;ation  imposed  upon  them  not  to  exceed  thoae 
imits,  requires,  likewise,  that  they  should  ascer- 
tain where  they  were  placed.  If  there  has  bwn 
an  inquiry  made  upon  this  head,  what  principles 
hare  guided  that  inqniry;  and  which  of  tfaem 
hare  been  presented  to  the  Senate  ?  What  aal- 
eolations  hare  been  submitted  to  a%  to  show  that, 
in  respect  to  the  capital,  we  are  not  exceeding  tha 
pale  of  our  authority  1  Tbe  hazard  of  excess 
must  not  be  incurred,  while  there  are  any  means 
at  our  command  of  ascertaining  bow  it  may  be 
avoided.  It  is  not  for  those  of  us  who  think  it,  at 
this  time,  inexpedient  to  estaUish  a  bank,  to  show 
where  the  excess  is.  It  is  incumbent  upon  the 
friends  of  this  bill,  who  call  upon  ns  for  our  rotes, 
who  desire  that  we  should  keep  them  company, 
to  prore  to  us  that  they  are  going  no  farther  than 
they  ought  to  go.  This  they  bare  not  done.  It 
has  not  been  affirmatively  proven  to  ns  that  a 
capital  to  this  amount  is  necessary ;  and,  for  on& 
I  think  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  a  capital  of 
thirty-fire  miUions,  is  larger  than  is  required,  for 
the  purposes  for  which  we  are  to  establish  a  bank. 
A  capital  much  lower  than  even  twenty  miliums 
would  be  adeqoate  to  tbe  eataUishment  of  a  bank, 
in  each  State  in  the  Union ;  and  the  objects  ot 
mfe-keeping,  and  easy  transmission  of  the  publie 
revenue  accomplished.  The  capital  of  this  baol^ 
with  a  view  to  tbe  effect  of  iu  notes,  in  affording 
an  equal  medium  for  tbe  payment  by  the  peopl^ 
and  the  receipt  by  tbe  Qoremment,  of  the  public 
dues,  is  not  to  be  inquired  into,  with  a  riew  to 
any  given  state  of  things.  The  charter  is  to  last 
for  twenty  years.  If  tbiscapifal,doriogtbat  period, 
should  be  likely  to  become  too  small,  tbe  power 
to  raise  it  by  our  own,  or  other  subscriptions,  may 
be  reserved.  If  we  have  a  riew,  in  ascertaining 
the  proper  extent  of  this  capital,  to  periods  when 
tbe  preservative  of  a  metallie  medium  shall  be 
withdrawn  from  the  paper  circulation,  then  tbia 
capiul  (if  the  bank  ia  to  be  what  iu  advocates 
inust  npon  to  be  their  intention  to  render  it  a 
speoie  paying  bank,)  is  tumeaaaarily  larga.  Its 
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iwiaea,  in  such  lines,  mast  be  limited)  oot  hf  tb« 
uaovnt  of  the  public  revenue,  but  by  that  of  the 
specie  iu  its  vaults.  If  oar  aitentiou,  bowerer,  is 
principally  directed,  as  to  me  it  seems  it  ought 
to  be,  to  the  usual  aod  natural  state  of  thinn. 
when  the  preaence  of  the  metallic  medium  will 
aJbrd  to  the  paper  currency  a  free  and  uainter- 
lupted  circulation,  then  a  much  smaller  capital 
than  that  of  tbirtyrfive  millions,  in  such  a  state 
of  things,  would  enable  the  banJi,  by  the  sueces- 
sive  issues  and  returns  of  its  paper,  to  afford  to 
the  people  and  to  the  GoTernment  the  desired 
iiieillties.  Thie  proeew  between  the  Gorernment 
and  the  people,  is  that  of  paymant  and  diibnne- 
nent  j  and  the  steadjr  and  unifona  snoeession  of 
these  operations,  which  can  nerei  be  disturbed, 
communicates  to  a  paper  medium,  even  in  a  bigher 
degree^  the  well  known  faculty  belonging  to  a 
m«MlIie  medium,  of  transacting  a  large  amoont 
of  business,  with  a  small  amonnt  of  money.  In 
this  view  of  the  subject,  can  th«e  be  a  question 
whether  a  much  smaller  capital  would  not  afford 
ever^  lawful  facility  that  the  revenue  operations 
of  this  QoTeroment  require?  A  capital  of  ten 
millions  successfully  accomplisbed  this  object, 
and  with  (he  aid  of  three  or  ^ur  millions  of  other 
banking  capital,  conjoinllr  with  the  metaUic  me- 
dium, Circulated  the  whole  business  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  country.  Surely,  then,  a  na- 
tional hanking  capital  of  twenty  millions,  with 
the  bankii^^  capital  of  the  State?,  will  be  now 
•mriy  sufficient  for  the  same  purposes ;  howeva 
biw  maybe  oQreitinMef^thalncreaMd activity 
and  expansion  of  the  industry  and  enterprise  of 
the  country.  If  I  am  well  founded  in  these  re- 
marks, I  have  sustained  and  esublished  one  Con- 
stitutional objection  to  this  bill ;  by  showing  that 
the  capital  of  this  bank  isJarger  than  is  necessary 
for  the  accomplisbot«nl  of  the  objeets  wc  are  re- 
quired to  keep  in  view,  in  the  tatablishmani  of 
this  iastitmioo. 

There  is  another  and  a  more  interesiing  point 
of  view  which  it  remains  to  notice,  and  which 
goes  to  show  that  this  bill  does  not  merely,  in 
respect  to  capital,  exceed  our  Constitntional  au- 
thority. I  refer  to  that  proviuon  which  author- 
izes the  appointment  of  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  directon  «f  this  bank  by  the  Government. 
Every  control  and  authority  over  this  great 
moneyed  instiintion,  so  intimiately  eonneeted  as 
it  is  with  the  gieat  interests  of  society,  beyond 
what  is  requisite  Sot  the  promolion  of  the  limited 
(AJcets  we  are  bound  to  keep  in  view,  oomranni- 
cates  to  the  Government  an  influence  and  patron- 
ue  which  it  has  no  right  to  possess.  It  is  proper 
that  I  should  circumscribe,  within  narrow  iimttt, 
what  I  have  to  say  in  respect  to  the  just  ebarae* 
ter  of  that  influence,  after  the  able  view  of  it 
which  must  have  been  presented  by  the  honor- 
able member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Euiq)  in  aup- 

Krt  of  bis  moiioD  to  strike  out  this  part  of  the 
1.  The  honorable  chairman  (Mr.  Bias)  who 
reported  this  bill,  in  reply  to  that  argument,  in- 
sisted that  there  was  incident  to  the  power  to 
esublish  a  bank,  that  of  prcaciibing  tne  regula- 
tions which  are  necessary  to  guud  the  coantry 


against  the  mischief  it  might  o^erwitt  do.  Sir, 
I  deny  not  the  truth  of  this  position ;  but  still 
it  equally  remains  to  be  shown  that  the  regOr 
lation  in  question,  which  invests  the  Govern-  i 
ment  with  an  influence  of  such  msgnitnde,  is 
"  necessary  and  proper"  to  prevent  a  greater  mis- 
chief than  the,  one  which  the  reaulation  itself  in- 
troduces.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Yir- 
gioa  (Mr.  BAsaooa)  coatends  for  the  salutuy 
effect  of  this  regnlation,  and  insists  that  it  com-  i 
munioates  to  the  Government  an  influence  too  | 
unimportant  to  josUfjr  any  swious  apprehensioB. 
He  considers  these  directors  merely  as  sentinels  i 
on  the  watch  tower,  and  that  the  soallneas  of  i 
their  number  can  never  give  to  the  QoverameKt  ; 
a  dangnous  ascendency  in  the  management  of  i 
this  institution.  Let  us  for  a  moment  inqaks  g 
into  the  character  of  these  directors.  If  they  aie  i 
sentinels  on  the  wateh  tower  j  if  they  are  to  be 
enlisted  into  our  service,  what  bounty  are  w«  la  < 
Kive  them ;  what  pay  are  they  to  receive  from  usf 
They  are  to  perform  for  us  an  important  aervioe ; 
they  are  to  apprize  us  of  the  earliest  approaches  ^ 
of  danger.   The  board  of  directors  wiu  be  daily 
assembled,  and  these  our  sentinels  must  mount 
guard  as  often ;  they  are  to  have  a  full  share  of  ] 
trouble  in  the  superintendence  of  this  institution, 
and  they  are  to  do  all  this,  not  for  the  j^ood  of  the 
concern,  in  which  they  have  do  participation,  but 
for  our  advuntage  solely,  that  we  may  know,  in 
time  to  take  care  of  ourselves,  when  this  coo*  \ 
pauy  is  likely  to  go  astray  fnKn  ito  duty  to  the 
stockholders,  the  country,  or  the  Ch>vernmeot. 
These  are  services,  I  admit,  of  great  value,  and  , 
to  be  performed,  no  doubt,  by  abide  and  virtuoas  ' 
men  i  and  yet,  for  all  this,  yon  pay  nothing;  and 
why  so?  Are  we  to  ealewaie  upon  a  degree  of 
pauiotism  and  disintmstedness,  to  which  we 
make  no  claim  ourselves?   The  truth  us  we  do 
not  expect  these  services  to  be  performed  for  M  , 
without  remuneration ;  but  the  anomaly  oensiaie  , 
in  our  not  payiog  for  them  ourselves.  These 
spies  are  to  be  in  our  service,  end  to  labor  for  si^  ^ 
on  account  of  the  pay  they  receive  from  of&ars. 
In  imitaiioa  of  the  Napoleon  model,  these  geoll*- 
meo  are  to  be  maintained  by  those  whom  they  are 
set  over  to  guard.   Their  posts  will  be  places  ia 
request  at  all  time^— ia  pmo  as  welt  as  in  war. 
In  times  of  pe^c^  of  poblic  repose,  when  tkc 
business  of  the  eoonlry  is  uadisturbed,  nnd  the 
Ooremment  in  no  need  of  lowis  from  the  bank, 
these  directorships  will  be  entirely,  useless,  ibr 
anjr  lawful  purpose,  to  the  United  Stotes.  Durtuf^ 
this  period,  the  men  who  hold  these  appointment^ 
nnd  their  numerous  friends,  will  be  nut  as  vul- 
tures fattening  on  the  institution.   Duriag  this 
period  you  obtain  a  patronage  for  the  Adminis- 
tration, through  the  medium  of  these  directoarsL 
and  their  retainers,  without^he  performance  <h 
any  lawful  service.   In  thV  respect,  then,  the 
provision  is  unconsiitutionaH  and  the  iofloenee 
for  which  you  oblige  others  to  pay,  is  as  unjust  as 
it  is  unconstitnttoaal.  But  when  the  season  of 
difficulty  arrives;  wbeo  war  shall  disturb  and 
I  break  up  the  regular  course  of  business;  wbea 
[public  and  i^ivate  credit  shall  be  shaken ;  wb«i 
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the  good  of  the  cooDtrfsbalt  imperioiisly  require 
the  aflbirs  of  this  iDstkatioD  to  be  coDdneted  vith 
«rea  more  thftn  tbe  osoal  prudeaee  and  eirenia- 
speetioo,  then  vrill  be  the  time  that  the  p«roieiuu9 
agency  of  this  directorship,  co-operating  with 
other  active  inAaences,  will  wield  this  great 
moneyed  eorporation,  at  the  will  and  pleasure 
of  the  QoTerament.  It  is  no  anxwer  to  tell  us 
of  the  smtUaess  of  the  namber  of  these  direc- 
tofs.  The  Hercules  is  in  the  system — in  the 
power  tfint  the  GrOTemment  possesses  of  coatiau- 
iDg  or  withholding  its  dqKwites.  These  directors 
■re  but  the  club  wUh  wbieh  yoa  arm  faim.  The 
smalhicss  of  their  number  is  no  seearity.  The 
priaei^  upon  which  they  are  inundaeed  is  on- 
Boaml,  is  eormpt,  is  feonta^ions,  and  Its  natural 
tendency  will  be  to  spread  itself.  These  fire  di- 
rectors, (whom  the  GoTentmeot  then  will  take 
oare  to  keep  in  ibeir  own  pay,)  themselres  the 
alnolate  creatures  of  those  from  whom  they  hare 
derived  their  anthority,  will  be  sure  to  find  at  tbe 
board,  when  the  spirit  of  party  in  the  country 
rnos  bigb,  others  become  as  subserrient  as  them- 
adves  ;  and  cannot  fail,  in  a  season  of  difficulty 
ud.embarrassment,  with  their  united  iafluence, 
to  accomplish,  through  the  fears  and  the  hopes  of 
die  rest,  whatever  shall  be  demanded  of  the  oank, 
as  the  price  of  the  continuance  of  tbe  Govern- , 
mental  favor.  By  this  process,  will  loan  upon ; 
loan  be  riretted  upon  the  bank,  nntil  this  great 
debtor  wUl  become  its  lord  and  master.  Surely 
these  appreheuslons  cannot  justly  be  catted  the 
ofiprisg  of  distempered  imaginations.  Honor- 
«U«  gcattemen  certainly  wha  ^lemsdres,  have 
painted  in  sueh  glowing  tints' the  terrors  of  this 
mfltieDee~not  of  the  iufluenee  of  such  a  body 
poli^  as  thisj  io  which  it  is  oiganized,  and  di- 
iceily  set  up  and  established,  and  openly  avowed 
t»  the  worid,  but  of  one  where  it  was  sedulously 
guided  gainst-— surely  such  will  not  insist  that 
dnre  ii  no  fotfndatton  for  alarm.  Formerly  it 
was  said,  give  this  new  power,  this  terer,  but  a 
Mcium,  a  point  to  rest  upon,  and,  like  another 
Archimedesj  it  will  more  tbe  political  world  as 
it  pleases.  Afford  it  hot  an  opportanity  to  act 
upon  the  States,  and  there  will  be  nothing  in 
tbeir  sovereignties  or  tbe  people  beyond  its  pur- 
«hrase.  Formerly  it  was  calculated,  in  its  mildest 
form,  to  destroy  the  responsibility  between  the 
Goremment  and  tbe  people ;  and  leading  to  ez- 
traraganee;toeorroption,and  to  wicked  and  rain- 
«ms  wars,  to  overturn  the  liberties  of  this  natioo. 
If  tbase  renreseuatiom  of  danger  urere  somewhat 
sareha^fed  in  respect  to  the  former  institution, 
kow  just  are  they  with  res^t  to  the  inesentl 
To  me  it  seems  that  now  is  the  time  that  we 
eoght  most  sedulously  to  guard  against  a  power 
of  this  kind  in  the  Government,  while  the  young, 
the  enterprising,  the  ambitious,  and  the  miliury 
character  of  this  country  is  dereloping  itself.  I 
say  the  military  character  of  this  nation,  because 
it  is  but  too  apparent  that  the  events  of  the  late 
"glorious  war"  (as  it  is  not  nnfrequently  tri- 
vmphaiHly  termed)  have  had  no  tendency  to  in- 
etcase  oor  fondness  Ibr  the  pursuits  of  peace, 
"nat  there  was  glory  in  that  war  I  am  proud  to 


acknowledge ;  but  speaking  of  the  war  generally, 
and  the  situation  of  the  country  during  its  con- 
tinuance, of  its  causes,  and  its  errors,  i  may  be 
permitted  to  say,  if  there  was  glory— and  I  repeat 
again  I  am  proud  to  acknowl^ge  it — it  was  only 
"  gloom  in  glory  dressed."  Much,  sir,  I  fear  that 
this  happy  country,  once  so  food  of  peace,  when 
sufficiently  practised  upon,  is  to  become  as  deeply 
enamored  of  war  and  valorous  enterprise  as  La 
Mancha's  Knight,  and,  with  him,  is  to  be  made 
to  exclaim,  armor  is  our  dress  and  battles  our 
repose."  I  shall  press  this  objectiou  no  farther. 
We  are  permitted  by  tbe  Constitution  to  incoF- 

Krate  a  banking  company  to  facilitate  the  cot- 
itioD  and  disbursemeot  of  onr  rereniM.  It  luu 
been  shown  that  this  power  must  be  exercised 
with  a  view  to  iu  proper  objects,  and  that  every' 
regulation  that  looks  lartherthan  the  attainment 
of  these  objects  is  unwarranted;  and  in  relation 
to  this  direetorsbtp,  I  think  it  must  be  apparent, 
that  it  is  entirely  foreign  to  these  objects;  or, 
in  a  slight  degree  incidentalty  eonnected  with 
ibem,  that  its  main  bearing  is  upon  other  points, 
and  that  its  general  tendency,  by  the  concurring 
testimony  of  ail  parties,  is  to  communicate  an  in- 
floence  to  tbe  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  an  extremely  dangerous  character.  The  bill, 
therefore,  in  this  respect.  Is  unconstitutional. 

The  remaining  Constitutional  objection  to  this 
bill  arises  from  its  interference  with  the  concur- 
rent power  of  the  States.  It  is. to  operate  upon 
the  State  banks,  "peaceably  If  it  ean^  forcibly  if 
it  mnst."  With  this  object  in  view,  the  bill  no 
doubt  has  been  formed  to  hare  due  effisot.  In- 
deed, with  the  controlling  influence  of  the  Gov^ 
ernment,  it  cannot  fail  to  accomplish  its  objeti^ 
wheoerer  the  necessary  impulse  for  that  purpose 
shall  be  gireo.  If  a  faculty  is  communicated  to 
a  power  in  this  Government  to  regulate  a  con- 
current power  in  tbe  State  governments,  theri  iH 
an  end  at  once  of  tbe  co-ordiuacy  of  these  powers; 
one  of  them  instantly  becomes  only  the  numble 
dependant  upon  the  other,  and  must  even  cease 
its  existence  whenever  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
its  superior  shall  be  known.  How  extraordinary 
has  beea  the  course  of  opinions  upon  this  sul^ 
ject ! 

The  friends  of  a  bank  formerly  required  for  this 
Government  the  exercise  only  of  an  equal  and 
concurrent  power,  even  not  ao  much ;  they  are 
now  obliged  to  argue  against  honorable  gentle- 
men who  refused  that  power,  and  who  now,  in 
eflbct,  contend  for  the  exercise  of  a  superior  and 
exclusive  power.  If  such^  then,  is  intended  to  be 
the  effect  of  this  bill,  and  if  its  provisions  are  cai- 
calated  for  the  attainment  of  that  end,  it  is  most 
indubitably  unconstitutional.  If  vrhA  is  termed 
implication,  is  to  become  the  lawful  proprietor  of 
what  she  is  only  permitted  to  use  for  a  special 
purpose,  and  is  to  bear  off,  too,  what  she  has  no 
pretence  for  askingto  borrow,  all  oar  paper  regtr* 
lations  are  idle.  With  an  eocroachiog  and  rest- 
less agency  of  this  kind  in  the  Constitution,  there 
is  no  limit  to  the  power  of  this  Goremment.  I 
shall  press  no  further  Constitutional  olnectioiu  to 
this  bill,  but  will  now  proceed,  with  the  ftrrther 
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iadQlgeDce  of  the  Senate,  to  enmioe  the  geneial 
policj[  or  this  mcaiure. 

This  bill  came  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Admin- 
istration oUensibly  for  the  purpose  of  correcting 
the  diseased  state  of  our  paper  carrenev,  br  re- 
atraining  and  curtailing  the  OTCr  issue  of  naoKing 
paper;  and  y^etitcame  prepared  to  inflict  upon 
m  the  same  eril;  being  itself  nothing  more  than 
aimply  a  papclk--makiog  machine,  and  constituting 
in  this  respect  a  scheme  of  policy  about  as  wise, 
in  point  01  precaution,  as  the  coatrirance  of  one 
of  Kftbelais'  heroes,  who  hid  himself  in  water  for 
fear  of  rain.  The  disease,  it  is  said,  under  which 
the  people  labor,  is  the  banking  fever  of  the  States; 
and  this  is  to  be  cared  by  giving  them  the  bank- 
ing fever  of  the  United  States.  To  my  mind, 
the  real  evil  consists  not  so  moch  ta  a  supera- 
bondaoce  of  paper,  as  in  a  aeareity  of  specie.  The 
paper  currency  does  not  eieeed  what  is  required 
to  eireulate  the  business  of  the  eoimtry ;  it  only 
mots  the  aeereditiog,  the  quickening,  the  vivi- 
fjring  princi^e  which  it  requires  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  specie  to  communicate  to  it.  But  this  bill 
ii  to  supply  that  want;  it  is  to  be  our  alcbemisi, 
and  is  to  effect  for  us  even  the  transmutation  of 

Saper  into  gold.  How  this  matter  is  to  be  con- 
ucted,  we  have  not  been  told.  It  is  admitted 
that  the  great  desideratum  will  not  be  afforded 
all  at  once.  The  process,  we  are  informed,  re- 
quires time;  but  we  are  assured  that,  in  the  end. 
It  will  not  disappoint  our  hopes.  For  ooe,  ftir,  I 
am  not  willing  to  trust  to  a  scheme  of  this  sort. 
Not  only  it  is  not  shown  how  its  professed  object 
is  to  be  accomplished,  but  the  fallacy  of  its  pre- 
toisions  is  saaceptible  of  demonstrauon.  This  is 
to  be  a  specie,  or  a  paper-payioc  bank.  Take 
«ither  hypothesis— suppose  it  the  lormei^viU  it 
increase  the  quantity  of  specie  in  the  country ; 
will  it  restore  to  circoiation  that  which  is  in  toe 
country:  or  will  it  put  into  circulation  a^thin^ 
that  will  answer  the  purpose  of  specie  t  That  it 
wilt  increase  the  quantity  of  specie,  powerful  as 
may  be  its  alchemy,  none  will  [trelend.  Will  it 
emancipate  from  restraint  what  is  already  in  the 
country'?  That  the  quantity  of  specie  in  the 
Unitetf  States  is  diminished,  is  acknowledged, 
and  it  will  not  be  denied  that  a  much  larger  pro- 
portion of  specie,  than  formerly  was  sufficient  to 
maintain  the  free  circulation  of  bank  paper,  will 
be  required  to  revive  and  esublish  public  confi- 
dence in  that  currency  as  a  steady  and  certain 
xcpresentative  of  gold  and  silver.  Those  banks, 
therefore,  that  have  now  the  precious  metals 
locked  up  in  their  vaalts,  not  only  will  but  ou^ht 
to  keep  tnem  there,  until  the  necessary  addition 
ia  made  by  the  course  of  trade;  more  especially 
ought  they  to  do  so,  at  this  time,  when  the  course 
of  that  trade  has  thrown  the  exchange  so  much 
against  us,  that  every  dollar  they  paid  out  would 
b«  exported.  If  this  bank  is  to  be  a  specie  bank, 
will  it  put  into  and  keep  in  circulation  anything 
that  will  answer  the  pnrpose  of  specie?  Who 
are  to  borrow  of  this  bank,  and  what  will  be  their 
inducements  to  borrow?  Those  who  obtaio  dis- 
countR  will  receive  paper  equal  in  value  to  gold 
and  aiiver ;  and  their  Mbt*  most  be  paid  o^  when 
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they  become  due,  not  in  the  notes  of  other  bauk^  i 
but  in  the  notea  of  this  bank,  or  in  gold  and  stiver. 
If  tfaey  borrow  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  % 
more  equal  and  unvarying  medium,  than  any 
other  bank  paper  will  afford  them,  of  remittance 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  or  with  a  view 
to  purchase  cheaper  anything  they  may  want  to 
buy,  their  object  is  accomplished.   But  when  the 
time  arrives  for  them  to  pay  off  their  debts  to  the 
bank,  they  must  purchase  up  the  paper  of  this 
bank,  or  gold  and  ulver,  with  other  banking  pa- 
per, and  with  the  same  or  a  greater  loss.  What 
will  they  then  have  gained  hy  the  transaction  1 
Pay  their  debts  they  must,  when  they  become 
due;  and,  cost  what  it  will,  they  must  proeore 
the  paper  of  the  same  bank,  or  gold  and  silver. 
They  nave  gained,  say  ten  per  cent,  in  their  re- 
mittance, or  their  purchase,  and  they  must  give 
it  up  again  to  obtaio  the  means  of  paying  these 
debts;  and,  moreover,  run,  without  any  advan- 
tage, the  risk  of  being  disappointed  in  procuring 
those  means.   There  will  bi^  likewise,  accompop 
nying  this,  another  operation.  Those  who  borrow 
(if  any  under  snch  circumstances  will  borrow) 
mast  have  a  view  to  purc^^ase,  or  remittanee  to- 
some  other  part  of  the  Union ;  and,  in  that  mode, 
the  paper  of  this  hank  will  get  into  the  hands  of 
persons  who  have  no  debts  to  pay  to  the  bank. 
What  will  they  do  with  this  paper?   Will  it 
come  into  their  possession  so  utterly  untainted 
with  suspicion,  with  such  alMnspiring  confidence^ 
as  to  make  the  holders  of  it  prefer  it  to  gold  ana 
silver?  Cettaioly  not.   The  recollection  of  re- 
cent events,  the  infirm  condition  of  the  other 
banking  paper,  will  prompt  the  holders  of  it  to 
demand  immediately  in  exchange  that  which 
they  know  is  immutable  in  its  value.  And,  more- 
over, there  may  be  a  sudden  fluctuation  in  tha 
rate  of  foreign  exchange,  whieh  may  commani* 
cate  to  gold  and  silver  a  temporary  ai^rceiatioa 
over  the  paper  currency,  without  sensibly  (if  at 
all)  depressing  contemporaneously  ita  value  in  re- 
lation to  anything  else  it  may  command.  When 
this  takes  place,  toe  holder  of  the  gold  and  ailrcr 
obtained  from  this  bank  in  exchange  for  its  paper, 
wilt  find  a  profit  between  the  value  at  which  he 
received  the  paper,  and  the  gold  which  he  has 
obtained  for  it,  sufficient  to  induce  him  to  part 
with  it  for  the  currency  of  the  other  banks ;  and 
which  profit  he  can,  by  investment  and  purchase,, 
render  certain  before  the  impulse  of  appreciation 
can  be  commanicated  to  what  he  finally  obtains. 
While,  therefore,  the  exchange  against  the  coun- 
try is  progressing,  this  process  wul  accompany  it, 
and  effect  the  removal  abroad  of  our  specie.  Ta 
emancipate  specie  from  the  restraints  now  im- 
posed upon  it,  is  to  permit  it  to  punue  its  owa 
course;  and  that  course  (in  the  present  utate  of 
foreign  exebaoges)  leads  it  out  of  the  United 
Slates;  and  thus  the  immediate  and  inevitable 
effect  of  our  legislation  for  restoring  specie  to  eir- 
culatioDL  is  to  send  what  we  have  remaining  of 
it  out  of  the  country.   If  in  this  stale  of  thioga,. 
then,  this  bank  is  to  be  a  specie  bank,  it  can  issae 
paper  only  to  the  amount  of  its  specie.  It  cannot 
issue  paper  even  to  that  amount,  because  tbere 
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will  be  DO  iodaeement  to  borrow,  opon  the  terma 
ojMD  which  ft  specie  bank  can  now  alooe  lead ; 
and  even  if  U  could  Jend  oat,  on  tbete  terms,  paper 
to  the  amount  of  tis specie,  it  woald  effect  notbiog 
in  value  towards  the  great  object  of  this  policy. 
It  woald  be  ooly  amusing  itself,  like  Diogenes, 
who  set  himself  aboQt  rolling  his  tub,  rather  than 
be  idle  while  all  others  were  employed.  Bat  al- 
low me  hare,  sir,  to  ask^  what  is  to  be  done,  if 
this  bani^  in  which  we  as  stockholders  are  to  have 
so  deep  an  iDierest,  should,  as  it  probably  pretty 
soon  will,  wade  out  of  its  depth;  should  exhaust 
its  specie,  (as  it  inevitably  most  do  if  it  issues 
mfier  to  an  amount  exceeding,  eren  in  a  Terf 
liailed  degre^  its  specie  capital)  and  become 
anable  to  pay  its  pnper?  When  that  happens,  as 
luppen  it  must  if  there  is  not  a  considerable  addi- 
tion 10  the  specie  capital  of  the  country,  the  ur- 
gency of  ibe  ease  will  make  its  own  law ;  and  it 
will  either  be  the  law  of  public  opinion,  of  public 
necessity,  and  pDblie  interest— the  same  law  un- 
der which  the  Slate  banks  now  operate— or  it  will 
be  a  Jaw  of  oar  own  enactment,  strtkiog  off  the 
shackles  we  are  now  riveting  upon  this  iosiitu- 
tioD.  Noj'sir,  this  bill  cannot  restore  the  specie 
in  the  country  to  circulation,  nor  can  it  dissolve 
the  powerful  spell  which  fear,  and  saspicion,  and 
even  prudence,  have  placed  upon  it.   Of  our  ea- 

Ceity  to  increase  its  qoantity  by  this  bill,  we 
ve  about  as  good  evidence  as  the  facetious 
writer  before  reterred  (o  lud  of  his  royal  descent ; 
he  had^  he  t«lls  as,  "a  marvetloas  desire,  to  be  a 
lung  hinueU' we  have  **  a  marvellous  desire,"  I 
ftdiut,  to  increase  the  quantity  of  specie,  and  we 
have  no  other  better  way  6f  showing  the  specie- 
mating  tendency  of  this  bilL 

1  beg  leave^  sir,  to  remark  upon  the  distioetljr 
avowed  coercive  policy  in  which  this  bill  origL- 
nated,  witli  a  riew  to  considerations  that  are  for- 
eiga  to  the  Constitational  question.  This  bank 
has  an  immense  capital ;  and  when  the  state  of 
things  in  tbis  country  shall  be  better  settled;  when 
a  favorable  course  of  trade  shall  have  broujght  us 
the  necessary  supplies  of  specie,  the  operations  of 
ihiS)  and  other  banks,  will  be  conducted  as  for- 
merly. This,  then,  will  become  a  paper  making 
bnnk^  as  well  as  the  others;  but  the  excess  of  all 
will  be  guarded  against  b^  the  necessity  which 
will  be  imposed  of  maintaining  the  principle  of 
cimveiiibiUty.  This  new  bank,  with  its  branches, 
will  bMJ9  afibrded  it  by  goremmental  deposites, 
and  the  receipt  by  the  United  States  of  the  pub- 
lic revenne,  in  its  paper,  the  means  of  extending 
its  discoimts,  and  increasing  its  issues  in  propor- 
tion to  its  capiul,  greatly  beyond  what  the  other 
banks  can  venture  to  do;  and  particularly  most 
the  operations  of  the  State  banks  continue  very 
limited  and  ctreumscribedi  until  the  first  hostile 
impnlse  eommnnieated  to  this  institniion  has 
ceased  to  operate,  and  nntil  due  confidence  can 
be  inspired  that  the  same  vindictive  spirit  will 
not  again  be  aroused  and  inflamed.  In  this  state 
ef  things  the  banking  capital  you  now  create  will 
irmly  establish  itself,  and  eventually  take  the 
Uue  of  ao  ranch  of  the  capital  of  the  State 
Wnks.  Yon  create  a  banking  eaintat  beyond 
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what  is  reqoisite  for  the  attainment  of  the  lawful 
ends  of  this  Government,  no  one  having  dis- 
proved, indeed  all  seeming  to  admit,  the  existence 
already  in  the  countrjr  of  a  sufficient  banking 
capital.  Why,  then,  is  this  injustice  done,  of 
supplanting  one  species  of  banking  capital  with 
another?  Can  we  forget  that  a  large  proportion 
of  the  State  hanks  is  the  offspring  of  our  own 
policy?  We  refused  the  reincorporation  of  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  we  declined  alto* 
getber  the  exercise  of  the  authority  to  establish 
these  institutions,  and  mainly  opon  the  ground 
tliat  the  power  to  organize  them  was  exclusively 
vested  in  the  State  governments.  This  opinion 
was  adopted,  and  zealously  and  perseveringly  an- 
serled  by  the  most  potent  States  in  the  Union; 
and  sobKribed  lo*  and  openly  maintained  by  the 
most  enlightened,  the  most  intelligent,  and  influ- 
ential supporters  of  the  present  order  of  things. 
Hence  the  origin  of  a  great  nuny  of  the  State 
hanks.  The  subscribers  to  those  banlu,  relyil^f 
upon  the  soundness,  or  at  least,  the  permanency 
of  this  opinion,  purchased  their  charters  of  the 
States;  and  the  public  money  of  those  govern- 
ments has  been  invested  to  a  large  amount  ta 
those  banks.  What,  then,  can  warrant,  in  a  re- 
nunciation of  former  sentiments,  the  extension  of 
the  capital  of  this  bank  beyond  the  proper  objects 
of  sach  8  bank?  It  is  equally  forbidden  by  the 
Constitution,  and  by  the  plain  principles  of  com- 
mon justice.  Let  the  conduct  of  these  institu- 
tions (generaliy  speaking)  be  examined ;  let  it  be 
exposed  to  the  severest  scrutiny,  and  there  witt 
be  nothing  found  to  justify  the  severity  of  this 
measure.  Even  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  cnaiae 
of  these  bodies,  set  free  from  the  restraints  which 
usually  oblige  them  to  revolve  in  their  proper 
orbits,  has  been  somewhat  erratic — what  then? 
Has  their  coarse  been  that  of  public  calamity, 
and  private  distress?  You  must  judge  of  them 
by  the  good  as  well  as  the  evil  they  nave  done. 
They  have  been  the  nerve  and  spring  of  your  in- 
dustry ;  they  have  been  the  spirit  which  has  ani- 
mated your  enterprise;  and  if  they  have  been  a 
fountain  which  has  sent  out  bitter  watery  they 
have  sent  out  sweet  waters  too.  What  would 
have  been  your  condition— what  would  be  our 
condition  this  moment,  without  them  7  Have 
tbey  banished  the  specie  from  the  country  t  Tbat 
was  the  aflair  of  our  achievement.  This  useful 
friend  we  lost  onrselres;  and  they  have,  to  the 
best  of  their  ability,  snpplied  iu  place.  Is  it  for 
us  to  bestow  opon  them  anqualified  censure;  for 
QBj  whose  measures  annihilated  the  restraints,  and 
withdrew  from  them  the  great  security  of  steadi- 
ness and  uniformity?  Is  it  for  us  to  condemn 
them  in  mass,  who  were  the  first  to  seize  with 
avidity,  and  to  profit  to  the  fullest  extent  of  onr 
influence  over  them,  of  the  opportunity  made  by 
ourselves  to  lead  tbem  astray?  Then  our  con- 
duct to  them  was  "as  soft  as  the  tips  of  our  ears ;" 
but  now  tbat  our  purpose  is  served,  "our  gorge 
rises"  at  them,  and,  in  the  time  of  their  need,  wa 
unhesitatingly  devote  them  to  destruction. 

I  have  said,  sir,  tbat  the  evil  was  not  in  a  su- 
perabandanee  of  paper,  but  in  a  scarcity  of  ape- 
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■eie;  for  I  think  tvttf  riew  taken  of  the  opent- 
ttoni  of  the  bank  will  show,  with  bat  few  ezeep- 
tioD8rthBt  they  have  not  ezeeeded  their  proper 
l^its.  The  first  effect  of  looseniD?  their  re* 
straiDts  was  oot  to  send  tbero  a  heedless,  head- 
long eourse.  The  ioduenee  of  habit  continued 
after  the  necessity  which  gare  it  birth  bad  ceased. 
They  went  on  the  same  path,  and  might  hare 
been  so  expected  to  do  for  some  lime  by  their 
own  momentum.  These  banks  were  generally 
under  the  direction  of  able  and  honest  men;  not 
of  sueb  as  were  incapable  of  appreciating  the 
difficulty  and  delicacy  of  their  situation,  but  of 
men  whose  prudence,  foreseeing  the  embarrass- 
neots  they  woald  have  to  contend  with,  imme- 
dialcly  replaced  the  restraints  which  necessity 
bad  impmed  and  maintained.  The  particular 
iastanees  of  excess  which  have  been  referred  to 
■re  thoie  of  exception ;  and,  eren  in  those  eases, 
tfae  husinen  of  the  banks  has  fallen  below  iriiat 
apceie  times  hare  witnessed  and  will  warrant ; 
uid  still  farther  below  what  this  bank,  with  its 
nper  eircolating  capacity,  will  do  in  such  times. 
What  course,  different  from  that  which  they  have 
taken,  would  we  hare  had  them  to  parsae  ia  the 
Btraation  in  which  they  were  placed?  Ought 
lliey,  in  a  time  of  public  and  private  calamity 
and  distress,  bare  called  apon  their  debtora? 
Ought  their  paper  to  bare  dissppeared  in  the 
proportion  that  specie  was  withdrawn?  And  if 
thb  ouffbt  to  have  been  done,  how  was  the  busi- 
ness or  the  country  to  hare  been  transacted  in 
the  absence  of  both  specie  and  paper?  If  these 
hanks  had  called  in  their  paper  as  the  specie  dis- 
appeared) and  as  the  necessary  demand  for  it  in- 
ereaaed— at  a  time,  too,  when  public  confidence, 
■oeompanted  by  public  necessity  and  public  oon- 
Tenienee,  tendered  herself  ready  to  perform  for 
this  circulation  erery  office  of  specie — to  reani- 
Diate  i^to  breathe  into  it  a  new  and  efficient 
principle  of  ritality  j  if  such,  onder  such  circam- 
•tnnees,  had  been  the  conduct  of  these  banks,  we 
should  hare  been,  outselves.  among  the  loudest 
to  oomplain.  They  did  tnen,  sir.  what  they 
•oght  to  have  done.  Like  wise  and  prudent 
men,  instead  of  resisting  an  erll  they  could  not 
avert,  they  did  all  that  was  left  for  them  to  do ; 
they  applied  to  ft  the  best  and  only  remedy  that 
remained;  one  which,  if  it  has  not  cured  the 
disease,  has  at  least  alleviated  its  affliction. 

I  jk>  not  know  that  there  is  much  hope  of  ef- 
foeting  the  post|>oaemeat  of  this  measure  i  ytt 
every  eoasidenifion  belonging  to  it,  every  view 
Whien  can  ba  taken  of  it,  seems  to  me  to  require 
of  ua  iheatmoat  deliberation  and  cireumspeetion. 
I  know  that  there  is  a  loose  and  vague  notion 
afloat  ia  the  poUic  mind,  of  one  great  uniform 
national  carreney.  I  will  not  dignify  this  notion 
by  calling  it  public  opinion.  I  know,  sir.  that  we 
are  looked  to,  as  were,  in  other  times,  "  the  baker 
and  the  baker's  son but  surely  the  cool  and 
intelligent  and  enlightened  men  of  our  country, 
who  hare  reflected  seriously  upon  the  existing 
state  or  things,  do  not  expect  relief,  in  this  matter, 
from  our  legislation.  They  know  full  well  how 
much  easier  it  is  to  legislate  a  country  into  diffi- 
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cutties,  than  it  is  to  legislate  it  ontof  them.  They 
understand  the  nature  of  the  disease— its  cause, 
and  its  remedy.   They  look  not  to  us  for  health, 
who  hare  medtcined  them  into  sickness.  All  they 
ask  of  us  is  to  desist,  "  to  let  than  alone."  Time 
is  their  pbysiciao.   They  want  time  to  recover 
from  us — he  has  "  healing  upon  his  wings,"  we 
have  none  upon  ours.    Those  who  know  not  the 
cause  of  our  disease— wbo  have  been  blind  to  the 
natural  tendency,  to  this  state  of  things,  of  the 
raeasuree  which  have  been  pursued  for  several 
yean  back,  who  know  not  the  agencies  which 
have  withdrawn  the  specie  from  our  country,  and 
who  cannot  comprehend  the  influences  which 
have  given  such  activity  and  effect  to  those  nan- 
cies, may  have  a  notion  that  we  can  relieve  them  i 
and  it  cannM  he  expected  that  the  deep  responri* 
bility,  which  is  involved  hf  the  measures  which 
have  led  to  the  present  difficulties,  diould  take 
much  oains  to  dissipate  the  ddusion.  If  we  are 
to  profit      this  delusion,  which  conceals  the  paat 
from  public  view,  let  us  not  go  still  further  into 
error.  The  step  we  are  goiag  to  take,  we  should 
remember,  with  the  honmable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Sahforo,)  is  nofr  one  which 
we  can  retrace.   In  common  cases,  if  we  commit 
an  error,  subsequent  legislation  can  remedy  it. 
Not  so  here.   An  error  committed,  in  the  passage 
of  this  law,  is  beyond  our  power  to  correct.  And 
furthermore,  let  us  specially  remember  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  power  which  we  propose  to  regu- 
late.  It  is  not  merely  the  banking  power  of  t^is 
institution,  but  the  mnkiDg  power  of  the  States. 
,  What  is  to  be  the  bearing  of  our  legislation  upon 
great  interests  like  these,  so  elosely  interwofen 
as  they  are  with  the  pnrsuita  of  the  people,  it  is 
inoumbent  upon  us  well  and  mnturely  to  consider. 
The  science  of  banking,  connected  as  it  is,  in 
peace  and  in  war,  with  the  circulating  medium, 
with  the  various  operations  of  Government,  with 
the  difiennt  great  interests  of  society  in  g«ieral, 
with  the  individual  industry  and  enterprise  of 
the  citizens,  with  the  ralue  of  other  capital,  and 
with  the  moral  character  of  the  people,  is  a  sci- 
ence, like  all  others,  of  progressive  improvement ; 
and  IS,  perhaps  eren  at  this  time,  but  very  imper- 
fectly understood  by  those  who  hare  devoted  most 
time  to  its  stnd^.   Could,  sir,  this  science  now 
call  to  her  aid,  him  who  wrote  upon  this  subject, 
"as  with  a  sunbeam"— Hbe  justly  celebrated 
author  of  the  "Wealth  of  NaUonB"-~even  this, 
her  favorite  son,  wrald  he  obliged  to  confess  that 
msch  of  his  theory,  which  the  world  hassoloag^ 
adopted,  was  but  like  "the  clouds  that  gather 
'  round  the  setting  sun,  and  teeming  only  to  form 
'  a  part  of  the  brightness,  by  which  they  are  ilia- 
'  mined."    Wbo  then,  among  "  us,"  is  entitled  to 
hold  the  "  lamp  of  truth"  to  toiM  subject  ?  None 
of  us,  it  is  true,  caa  be  blind  to  the  causes  of  the 
evil  complained  of.   We  know  now  too  well  the 
effect  of  the  bold  experiments  we  have  tried  upon 
the  people.  Tcemendoas  as  they  were,  it  required 
but  little  skill  to  make  them.  But  to  build  up 
anew  what  we  hare  broken  down,  to  remirwfaat 
we  have  wasted,  is  an  achievement  of  another 
sort.  Feac^  and  the  nniniermpted  parsoits  of 
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indniir;  and   eoterpiae  spread  their  blestiogs 
■roand  as.    Restrietive  regulations  and  war  tiare 
snatched  many  of  them  from  us.   The  price  the 
ooantry  has  paid  for  oer  experiments  is  gone.  If 
it  has  aot  made  as  wiser,  we  hare  nothing  in  re- 
torn.   What  we  hare  lost  most  be  replaced  as  it 
waa  gained.  It^islatioo  is  the  medicament  whteh 
haa  made  as  sick,  but  it  has  no  charm  to  restore 
as  to  health.  One  great  interest  in  oar  conntry, 
from  sad  experience  of  our  mess  ores,  has  long 
since  learned  to  look  to  the  period  of  assembling 
the  National  Councils  as  to  the  period  of  oatioaai 
calamity.  What  Thncydides  sa]rs  of  the  speech 
of  AJcihiades,  turning  against  his  own  country 
aad  explaiai^  to  hef  enemies  her  Tuinerable  po- 
sitioBs,  "  white  he  speaks  she  totters,"  may  justly 
be  remarked  wT  too  many  of  our  measures — while 
we  legislate  the  country  totters.   The  great  body 
of  onr  merchants  bare,  in  a  special  maoaer,  cause 
to  tremble  at  our  legislation  ;  that  great  body  of 
men,  whom  the swoopioe  denunciation  of  ao  hon- 
oraUe  member  on  this  floor  has  ibis  day  placed 
in  the  most  degraded  and  the  most  worthless 
ranks  of  society.  The  honorable  member  makes 
exceptions,  which  serre,  faowerer,  only  to  set  in 
scraiiger  view  the  estimtfe  he  forms  of  the  rest. 
Sir,  when  honorable  members  of  this  House,  and 
from  great  and  potent  States  in  the  Union,  enter- 
tain tneee  eentimeniB,  and  eiprese  them  npon  this 
floor,  it  manifests  a  hostility  to  eomraeree,  which 
iasiffies  alt  the  appreheastons  of  her  friends.  It 
K  fall  lime  for  the  mrerchants— the  Morrises  and 
the  Fitzsimmottses  to  take  their  stets  amoog  us, 
to  assert  their  own  character  and  maiotain  their 
own  interests.   Were  they  here  they  would  find 
occasions  to  tell  us.  that  it  is  not  the  farmer,  or 
the  countrf  geoileman,  the  fleeces  of  whose  flocks 
grow  too  slow  for  our  Walpoles — that  we  bare 
I    repaired  to  their  "  altars^"  not  to  worship  there, 
bnt  to  shut  up  their  "Bible,"  and  bear  off  their 
"  God that  the  seat  of  Commerce  is  not  to  be 
found  '*  in  the  midst  of  the  secret  and  solitary  hill, 
Mw  her  Toiee  to  be  heard  in  the  marmnr  oif  the 
nmnlatn  atream." 

Upon  a  aol^ect,  sir,  like  that  no#  before  us,  of 
a  complex  and  intricate  ebameter,  hafing  the 
^seat  relafioQS  to  the  strongest  interests  in  soci- 
ety )  with  BO  special  illumiaation  ourselves;  in 
the  absence  of  all  practical  information;  unin- 
spired with  much  of  confideDce  in  our  own  skill 
by  the  success  of  out  former  experiments  on  po- 
Itiical  economy;  is  it  wise  to  act  at  all;  bnt, 
neost  especially,  npen  a  sabject  of  this  character, 
is  it  possible,  in  the  nature  of  thioM,  Ibr  a  general 
legidlAtion.  which  commits  itself  to  the  strong 
impulse  ofone  given  pressure,  topursue  the  pro- 
per course?  lo  circumstances  like  the  present, 
it  is  circumspecTion,  it  is  deliberation  which  is 
required,  aod  not  actioD.  Thereare  siiuatioos  of 
peril  in  which  the  soldier  halts.  There  are  crises 
of  diffieahy  aod  embarrassment  in  which  the 
statesman  pauses.  It  is  folly,  it  is  rashness,  and 
aot  wisdom,  not  courage,  that  marches  bliiMfold 
Bima  dangn.  "It  is  no  ineonsiderable  pari  of 
wisdom  to  anderatand  how  mneh  itfao  erii  is  to 
bt  endured  i"  and  partienlarlr  soj  when  there  is 


Senate 


reason  to  hope  that  the  evil  will  remedy  itself. 
The  existing  laws  which  authorize  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes,,  will  remove  all  sectional  difficul- 
ties, and  afford  to  the  people  a  safe  aad  equal  me- 
dium for  the  payment  of  their  taxes. 

I  rely  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  ez- 
cBse  my  baring  so  long  ires^ssed  upon  their 
time.  1  do  not  utter  myself  witbthe  expectation 
that  my  humble  views  of  this  subject  will  hare 
much  weight;  they  are  ssch  as  have  presented 
themaetres  to  my  mind  ;  and.  imperfect  as  they 
may  be,  I  hare  obeyed  only  toe  sense  of  dntyjn 
submitting  them  to  the  Senate.  It  remains,  sir, 
to  more  you,  which  I  now  do,  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  npan  jroar  table  should 
be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Dana  made  a  brief  repl^;  after  which  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  motion,  and  negatived 
—yeas  6,  nays  89,  as  follows : 

Tub — Mstsrra.  Gsillud,  Gotdsborongh,  HoTsey» 
Macon,  Sanford,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messn.  Barbour,  Bany,  Bibb,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chaee,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gore, 
Harper,  Howell,  Hvntcr,  King,  Mason  ofNew  Hamp- 
shire, Mason  of  Viiginia,  Monow,  Roberts,  Rnggles, 
Talbot,  Ta^  Taylor,  Tbunpson,  Tiehenor,  Tnmw. 
Vorawn,  WiUkn,  and  Witoon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cahpbeli.,  the  time  for  tak- 
ing the  subseriptions  was  extended  from  six  to 
twenty  days. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  another  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  relative  to  the  establishment  of 
branches  in  the  several  States. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  gave  notice  that  he  should  here- 
af^r  submit  an  amendment  to  the  Senate;  after 
which  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TtnUDar,  April  3. 
The  bill  entitled  "Aa  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Misrinippi  Territory  to  form  a  coastito- 
tiott  aad  Sttte  gotemment,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  uieh  Slate  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory. 

The  bill  entitled  *'Ao  net  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Indiana  Territory  lo  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  ori|^Bal  States,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  aod  relerred  to  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act,  sopplementary  to  the 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Ck)vemment,  aod  ntatntaintng  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  anessmg  and 
eoliecting  the  same,"  was  read  the  second  tiitte, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
an  Unifonn  National  Currency. 

The  bill  entitled  ■'An  aet  to  amend  an  act,  en- 
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titled  'Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  eont- 
mittee  last  meotioaed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  met  for  the  relief  of  Heo- 
tj  Malcolm,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  *'Aq  act  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert Kidd,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authoriziog  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  lease  the  Saline, 
near  the  Wabash  rtrer,  for  a  term  oot  exceeding 
seven  years,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the 
liMislatare  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  was  read  the  second  timet  *°<i  refer- 
red to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  remission  of 
certain  duties  on  the  importation  of  books  for  the 
use  of  Harvard  CoUeffe.  and  on  the  earriue  and 
personal  baggage  of  his  Excellency  William 
Gore,  Governor  of  the  British  Province  of  Up|)er 
Canada,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Dahjl,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
sabjeet  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  concerning 
the  entry  of  vessels  at  tne  port  of  Middletown ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and'  passed  to  the  aeeond 
reading. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  resolution  for 
printing  the  laws  relative  to  naturalization ;  and 
the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  anpplemental  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  regnlating  and  defining  the 
duties  of  the  Judgee  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois 
and  for  TeBtin|[  in  the  courts  of  the  Territory  of 
Indiana  a  jurisdiction  in  chancery  eases  arising 
in  the  said  Territory,"  was  read  the  accond  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs. 
RoQOLBS,  MoBBOw.andDAOOBTT,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  dis- 
charge of  Ebenezer  Keeler  and  John  Francis  from 
inntrisonmeni,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Rob- 
IRTB,  SAKroRO,  and  Daoobtt,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  dis* 
charge  of  Moses  Lewis  from  imprisonment,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
senutives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriatioai  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1816;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  sopport  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Butes,  for  the  year  1816  f  also,  a  bill  en- 


titled ''An  act  continuinfif  thesalsries  of  certain 
officers  of  Crovernment;"  in  which  bills  they  re< 
quest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have 
eoneorred  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  re* 
gnlale  the  Post  Office  BstablishAeot,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
reaee  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DAaoBTT  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retohotd,  That  the  committee  to  whom  sre  referred 
the  bills  for  the  admission  of  Hm  IndUna  and  Missis* 
sijHri  Territories  into  the  Union,  as  new  States,  be, 
ana  hereby  are  instructed,  to  ascertain,  and  report  to 
the  Senate,  the  setnal  nomber  of  iDhstntants  in  tha 
said  Territories  reqkeetively ;  diattngaishins  the  nam* 
ber  of  -free  peraons,  from  the  nomber  of  all  other 
persona. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  8TATE& 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  and 
the  amendments  agreed  to  as  ia  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  having  been  concurred  io  with  an 
amendment,  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
renewed  his  motion  to  add  to  the  aevetttesnth  sec- 
tion the  following  proviso : 

"And  if  the  said  corporation  riiall  at  any  time  sos* 
pend  or  reftue  payment,  in  gold  or  silver,  of  ita  notes, 
bills,  obligations,  or  other  debts,  to  such  an  amount, 
and  for  such  leoRth  of  time,  as  Congress  may  d«em 
injurions  to  the  United  States  in  sndh  ease  Congress 
may  repeal  this  act  and  abolish  the  said  corpwatw>n» 
and  make  such  regnlations  and  provisions  fi>r  the 
settlement  of  the  affiirs  and  payment  of  the  debu 
of  said  corporation,  and  Sat  disUibuting  its  remainiM 
proper^  among  the  stodholder%  aa  uall  be  deanwd 
just  and  proper." 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  22,  as 
follows: 

YSA.S— Messrs.  Barboor,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Golds- 
borougfa,  Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Mason  of  Virginia,  Sanfwd,  Talbot,  Thompeon, 
Tichenor,  and  Tomer. 

Niia— Messrs.  Barry,  BU)t^  Brown,  Campbdl, 
Chaee,  Condit,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Harper,  Howol. 
Hunter,  Lacock,  Maeoo,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Boggles, 
Tai^  Taylor,  Vamum,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DaqobtT}  to  add  to  the  bill 
the  following  aeetion : 

»S>c.  23.  AndheU  Jiuiker enacted.  ThatitahaU 
at  all  thnes  be  lawful  for  a  committee  of  uther  House 
of  Congress,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the 
books,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  cor- 
poration hereby  created,  and  to  report  whether  the 
provisions  of  tms  charter  have  been,  by  the  same,  vi^ 
lated  or  no^  and  whenever  any  committee  as  aforesaid 
shall  find  and  rqxul,  or  the  President  of  the  United 
SUtes  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  ehartw  has 
been  violated,  it  may  be  lavrftal  for  Congreaa  to  direct, 
or  the  Prendent  to  order  a  scire  foetas  to  be  saed  out 
oi  the  dreait  coart  of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  name  of  the  United  Sutes,  (which  shall  be  ex- 
ecuted upon  Uie  president  of  the  said  corpmtion  for 
the  time  being,  at  least  Ubeea  iej»  before  the  ooa- 
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ueneam«nt  of  the  t«nn  of  Mid  cooitO  calliof  on  (he 
nid  eorpormtion  to  ihow  eatue  wh«refor«  tb«  charter 
hndiy  granted  ahaD  not  be  declared  fitrfeited ;  and  it 
AiH  be  lawful  fiw  the  aaid  court,  upon  the  return  of  the 
■id  at^  &aa*,  to  aamuie  into  the  truth  of  the  al* 
leged  'violalion ;  and  tf  inch  Tiotation  be  made  appear, 
dMn  to  prononaoe  and  adjudge  that  the  caid  charter 
ia  fsrfnted  and  annulled :  Pronded,  however^  everr 
iarae  of  ftet  whidi  may  be  joined  between  the  Uni- 
tad  StatM  and  the  corporation  aforeaaid  shaU  be 
tned  by  joiy.  And  it  ihall  be  lawftil  fot  the  court 
■fofwd  to  nooin  Ae  podnctioB  of  audi  of  Hha 
baeln  of  the  aaid  oHpnratioa  aa  it  may  de«n  naeeanry 
fiir  die  aacertainment  of  the  eoatroverted  futa ;  and 
final  judgment  of  the  court  aforeaaid  ahall  be  ex> 
aminable  in  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Statee, 
by  writ  <rf'  error,  and  may  be  there  reverMd  or  affirmed 
according  to  the  naagea  of  law*" 

It  was  determined  io  the  affirautirc— yens  27, 
■ays  8,  as  followi : 

Tua — Mewra.  Bany,  Brown,  Chaee,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillud,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Har> 

K,  Horoey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Macon,  Maaon  of 
IT  Bampdiiie,  Maion  of  Virginia,  Sanfoid,  TaUmt, 
Tai^  Taylor,  IWnpaon,  Tkbnor,  Tumor,  Walla, 
WiUiama,  and  Wilaon. 

Nazo— Meaari.  Baibonr,  Bibb,  CampbeU,  Oonditi 
I^GOck,  Morrow,  Roberts,  and  Vamum. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hahpkb,  to  strike  out  of 
•eotion  11,  after  "hold,"  in  the  lereDth  line,  the 
followiDg :  *'  io  the  ptoportjoiu  foltowiog,  that 

*  la  to  say,  for  one  abare,  and  not  more  than  two 
'aharei^  one  votej  for  erery  two  shares  above 
'  two  and  not  eieceding  ten,  one  vote ;  for  erery 
^  four  shares  above  tea  and  not  exceeding  thirty, 
'  one  vote ;  for  erery  six  shares  above  thirty  and 
'  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote;  for  every  eight 
'  shares  above  sixty  and  not  excrading  one  hnn- 
'  drcd,  ooe  vote  J  and  for  every  ten  shares  above 
'  one  haodred,  ooe  vote ;  and  no  person,  copart- 

*  nership,  or  bodypolitiCf  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
'  greater  number  than  thirty  rotes." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  7, 
nays  23,  as  follows : 

TxAs— Measn.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Goldsbmongh* 
Harper,  HoMsy,  Hwon  of  New  Hampshire^  and 
Walk. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Camp* 
bell,  Chsee,  Oondit,  Dana,  Gaillud,  Howell,  Hauter, 
iMoAt  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Boberta, 
Su&ird,  Talbot,  Tait,  Tidtenor,  Turner,  Vamnm, 
WiUiams,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  farther  amended,  on  the 
qaestioD,  **  Shall  the  ameodmeots  be  engrossed 
■nd  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmatire— yeas  33^  nays 
10,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Measrs.  Bsrbonr,  Barry,  Bibl^  Brown, 
CampbnU,  Chaee,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Har> 
■pet,  Hors^,  Howell,  Hunter,  Idcoek,  Msson  of  Tir* 
ginia.  Morrow,  B^its,  Talbot,  Tt^  Taylor,  Tnmer, 
Vamum,  and  WilHams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Dana,  Gailtard,  Goldsboron^  Me- 
oon.  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Sanfoid,  Humpson, 
TiAenor,  Wdla,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion,  the  Senata  a4joiimed. 


Seratb. 


Wbdnbsdat,  April  3. 
A  messsge  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  pensions 
of  invalids  in  certain  cases,  for  the  relief  of  in- 
valids of  tbe  militia,  and  for  tbe  appointment  of 
pension  agents  in  those  States  where  there  is  no 
commissioner  of  loans;"  aIso,abilI,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1816."  Tbey  have  also 
passed  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing certain  alterations  in  tbe  mode  of  Iraosacting 
the  business  of  Congress,  and  have  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part;  in  which  bills  and 
resolution  they  rcqoest  the  conenrrenee  of  the 
Senate. 

Tbe  resolotioo  last  mentioned  was  read  three 
times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  concurred  in; 
and  Messrs.  Varhdii,  BAaBOun,  and  Daoobtt, 
were  appointed  tbe  committee  on  tbe  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  fire  bills  last  brooght  up  for  concnrrenea 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mobhow, 

Ordered,  That  tbe  comminee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  State  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  sucb  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  tbe  ori{Einal  States,*'  be  diseha^ed  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  tbe  committee  appointed  tbe  2d  of  Jan- 
uary, on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Coaooil 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  BAaaoDR,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  increase  tbe  compensation  of  tbe 
superintendents  of  the  mannfaetories  of  arms  at 
Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry ;  and  the  bill  was 
rea^  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barbodb,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  liquidation  of  certain  claims,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  read. 

.  Mr.  RoBBBTS  presented  the  memorial  of  man- 
nfaetorers  of  shot,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  a  dnty  of  three  cents  per  pound  may  be 
imposed  on  shot  imported  iato  the  United  States, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mana- 
factures. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  concerning 
tbe  annual  sum  appropriated  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  Mtlitia ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  eoncemiog  the  entry  of  vessels  at  the 
port  of  Middletown,  was  read  tlie  second  time. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  repeal  tbe  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  tbe  expenses  of  Gtovernment  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  dntiea  on 
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household  furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver 
■watches."  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tlie  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post 
Office  Establishment,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  entitled  "Aji  act  for  the  remissioD  of 
certain  duties  on  the  importation  of  books,  for  the 
use  of  Harvard  Collie,  and  on  the  carriage  and 
personal  baggage  of  his  Excellencj  WilliamGore, 
OoTernor  ofihe  British  Province  of  Upper  Can- 
ada,^ was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bitt  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  within  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  consideration 
of  the  engrossed  bill,  making  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  roads  and  canals,  was  further 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
system  of  narigation  for  the  United  States;  and, 
00  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur- 
poses, together  with  the  proposed  amendments; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to*morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  he  directed  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  statement  of  the  sums  expended  for  the  pur- 
chase or  manufacture  of  arms  and  military  equip- 
ments for  the  militia,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
the  23d  of  April,  1808,  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole 
body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States;"  and 
also  a  statement  of  the  arms  and  military  equip- 
ments which  hare  been  so  provided,  and  of  the 
distribution  thereof,  in  execution  of  the  same  act. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line  on  Continental  Kstablishment ;  and^  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  State  and 
Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty  lands;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Babboub,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  aothorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sabscribe,  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  foi  —  shares  in  the 
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capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Horseit, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  an 
the  petition  of  Catharine  Robertson ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  eonsideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 
June  next. 

Mr.  Barbocr,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  further  provision  for  mili- 
tary services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  reported  it  with  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  .the  2d  instant,  relative  to  the 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  and 
Indiana  Territories;  which  was  amended,  and 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  committees  to  whom  are 
referred  the  bills  for  the  admission  of  the  Indiana 
and  Mississippi  Territories  into  the  Union  as  new 
States,  be,  and  hereby  are,  instructed  to  ascertain 
and  report  to  the  Senate  the  actual  number  of 
inhabitants  in  the  said  Territories  respectively, 
distinguishing  the  number  of  free  persons,  from, 
the  number  ot*  all  other  persons,  and  the  number 
of  persons  on  the  east  side  of  the  Tomhigbee  river, 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  from  those  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Kidd,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Hallowell,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
subject,  submitted  the  following  motion  for  eou- 
sideradon : 

Retolved,  That  the  Smate  approve  of  the  altentena 
suggested  for  the  enlargement  (rf'the  Senate  nMOit  and 
the  better  arrangement  of  the  offices  of  the  Senate ; 
and  that  the  plan  of  the  proposed  alterations  drawn  by 
the  surveyor  of  the  pnblic  buildings,  together  with  a 
copy  of  this  resolution,  be  transmitted  to  the  Pmident 
of  the  United  States. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  as  amended;  and,  the  blanks  having 
been  filled,  the  bill  was  further  amended  by  unan- 
imous consent. 

Od  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass,  «$ 
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UundH  T*  it  was  dttermiDcd  id  (be  ■ffimutire 
— fMw  28,  nays  1^  ss  follows : 

Tkas — Mesan.  Bsrlmar,  Bany,  Bsown,  CavpfacU, 
Chsoe,  Con^  Dagsett,  FromutiQ,  Bifiu,  Honey, 
Howdl,  Himta',  Laoock,  M«ion  trf  Vngiiiia,  Monow, 
Bobota,  TwXbtit,  Tiit,  Tajlor,  Tonur,  Vunam,  and 
'WWiuna. 

Nau — Ifaava.  Dana,  GaiUard,  GoUsboroagh,  Gots, 
Kingr  Macon,  Maaon  of  New  Hampahirs,  Ragi^aa, 
Sanfcrd,  Tiebenor,  Wellf*  and  WUson. 

Metolved^  That  thU  bill  pass,  with  amendmeDts. 

[Mesvn.  Bibb  aod  Thompson,  ibe  only  absea- 
taes,  are  BDderstood  to  bare  been  detaiaed  from 
tbe  Senaia  by  ill  bealih^  ibe  former  of  these  gen- 
tlemen bring  scriovdy  ladisposed.] 

TauaaiuT,  Aiwil  4. 

Mr.  Bbown,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  roTerred,  reported  a  bill  for  adjastiog 
(be  claims  to  lead,  and  eatablishing  a  land  office 
Sot  the  disiricis  of  land  lying  east  of  tbe  Misais- 
rippi  rirer,  and  islaod  of  New  Orleans ;  and  tbe 
lull  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Campbbli.,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  ao  Uniform  National  Carrency,  to 
-whom  was  referred  tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
abolish  tbe  existing  doties  on  spirits  dbtilled 
within  tbe  United  States,  and  (o  lay  other  duties 
in  lien  of  those  at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to 
distillers  of  spirituoos  liquors,"  reported  it  with 
an  amendment. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions (or  tbe  sapport  of  Government  Tor  tne  year 
1816,**  was  read  tbe  second  tim^  and  referred  to 
a  select  commiuee;  aikd  Messrs.  Laoook,  Dao- 
OBTT,  and  HoBBow.  were  appoiaied  the  eom- 
saiiiee. 

The  biJJ  entitled  '<An  act  eontinaing  the  salaries 
of  eertaio  effioers  of  Goretament,"  was  read  this 
second  time^  and  idbrred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned. 

The  bill  antitljod  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  sapport  of  the  Miliury  Gstablisb- 
ment  of  tbe  United  States,  for  tbe  year  1816," 
was  read  tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  OD  Military  An>irs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  tbe  support  of  tbe  Navy  of  tbe  United 
States,  for  the  year  1816,"  was  read  the  second 
tioM,  aod  rc&rred  to  the  CommUtee  om  Naval 
Aflbirs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  pen- 
sioiis  of  invalids  in  certain  caws,  for  the  relief  of 
iaraiids  of  the  militia,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  pensiott  agents  ia  those  States  whm  thve  is 
no  eommisstoner  of  loan^"  was  read  the  saeond 
tlnM,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Mil- 
itia of  tbe  United  States. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensatioa  of  the 
saperitttendenu  of  the  mannfactories  of  anas  at 
Spri^field  and  Harper's  Ferry,  ms  read  tbe  sec- 
ond time. 

The  bill  eonceniing  tbe  annual  sum  appropri- 
ated for  anniiw  and  equipping  the  militia,  was 
nad  ilw  second  tia». 


SaaaTi. 


Mr.  Moanow,  fVom  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable 
the  iKople  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  governmeat,  aod  for  tbe 
admission  of  soeb  State  into  the  tJnion  on  ao 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,"  reported 
it  with  amendmeotsi  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Moaaow,  from  tbe  same  committee,  com- 
municated a  certified  statemnt  of  the  eensns  of 
the  Indiana  Territory. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  fA)m  the 
PaaBioiHT  OP  TBS  Ukitbd  STATsa : 
lb  tke  SmaU  of  the  VntUdStgtui 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  r^oit  Irom  the  Saei^ 
taiy  of  tbe  TreasuiT,  complying  with  their  lasolalmu 
oftba26tb  March  Issb  ' 
JAMES  MADISON. 

Anu  4, 1816. 

Tbe  Message  and  report,  therein  nentioaed, 
were  read. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsidctation  of  the  bUl  for  oaUiag 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Unioa, 
suppress  insurrection,  aod  repel  iovauon,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  par- 
poses,  together  with  tbe  proposed  amendments; 
aod,  after  progress,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Baown, 
tbe  further  coosideraiion  thereof  was  postponed 
until  tbe  fourth  Monday  io  July  next. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  tbe  select 
committee,  relating  to  the  claims  of  ihe  officers 
and  soldiers  of  tbe  Vi^inia  line,  on  State  and 
Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty  lands;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Babbodb,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  farther  postponed  nntil  this  day 
fortnight. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
certain  advances  made  for  tbe  public  eerviee  by 
tbe  city  of  New  York ;  and  on  motim,  by  Mr. 
Babbodr,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs,  "with  iastructioos  to  iaquira 
whether  any,  aod,  if  any,  what  provisions  ought 
to  be  made  by  law  for  payment  of  damages  sus- 
tained by  persons  on  whose  lands  military  works 
have  been  constructed  during  tbe  late  war,  either 
onder  the  authority  of  any  officer  of  the  United 
Sutes,  or  that  of  any  State,  corporation,  or  othcv- 
wise,  not  btiherto  provided  for." 

The  Seoale  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
tbe  District  of  Columbiaj  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Daoobtt,  the  further  eonsideratiom  thereof  was 
postponed  lutil  Tuesday  next 

Tna  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  (d*  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  dividing  tbe 
State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Masom,  of  New  Hampshire 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  the  ques- 
tion was  lost,  the  Senate  being  equally  divided 
yeas  15,  nays  16,  as  follows : 

Teas— Measis.  Daggett,  Ooldaborongh,  G<m,  Har> 
per,  Hnnter,  King,  Maeoo,  Mason,  <tf  New  Hamp- 
ahire,  Talbot,  Taylw,  Thompaon,  Tidiaaor,  Tumt, 
Vannm,  and  WdJs. 


Digitized  by 


279 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


280 


Senate.  Bank  of  ihe 


household  furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver 
walcbes,"  was  read  a  iliird  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
ameDdmeals  of  the  Senate  to  the  hilt,  entitled 
"Ad  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post 
Office  £$tablisbalea^"  and  concurred  thereia. 

The  bill  entitled  "A^  act  for  the  remissioD  of 
cerlaio  duties  od  the  importation  of  books,  for  the 
use  of  HarFard  Collie,  and  on  the  carriage  and 
personal  baggage  of  his  EzceUeDcjr  WilliamOore, 
Governor  of  the  British  Province  of  Upper  Can- 
ada," was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  within  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  consideration 
of  the  engrossed  bill,  making  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  roads  and  canals,  was  further 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
system  of  narigaiioo  for  the  United  States;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur- 
poses, together  with  the  proposed  amendments; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
lo-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Reiolved,  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  statement  of  the  sums  expended  for  the  pur- 
chase or  manufacture  of  arms  and  military  equip- 
ments for  the  militia,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
the  23d  of  April,  1808,  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole 
body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States  and 
also  a  statement  of  the  arms  and  military  equip- 
ments which  bare  been  so  provided,  and  of  the 
distribution  thereof,  in  execution  of  the  same  act. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  Ihe  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line  on  Continental  Establishment ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Barbodr,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  State  and 
Continenul  Establishment,  for  bounty  lands;  and, 
OD  motion  by  Mr.  Barboor,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  Vas  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  (he  bill  to  anthorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe^  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  for  shares  in  the 
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capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Horsev, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 
the  petition  of  Catharine  Robertson ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 
June  next. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  further  provision  for  mili- 
tary services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other 
purposes."  reported  it  with  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

The  Senate  re.sumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  2d  instant,  relative  to  the 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  and 
Indiana  Territories;  which  was  amended,  and 
agreed  to  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  committees  to  whom  are 
referred  the  bills  for  the  admission  of  the  lodianB 
and  Mississippi  Territories  into  the  Union  as  new 
States,  be,  and  hereby  are,  instructed  to  ascertain 
and  report  to  the  Senate  the  actual  number  of 
inhabitants  in  the  said  Territories  respeeiirety , 
distinguishing  the  number  of  free  persons  from 
the  number  of  all  other  persons,  and  the  number 
of  persons  on  the  east  side  of  the  Tombigbee  rirer, 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  from  those  oo  the 
west  side  of  the  river. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Kidd,"  reported  it  witbont 
amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Hallowell,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
subject^  submitted  the  following  motion  for  con- 
sideratton : 

Raoleed,  That  the  Senate  approve  of  the  altaratiaM 
suggested  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Senate  room,  mod 
the  better  arrangement  of  the  offices  of  Ihe  Senate ; 
and  that  the  plan  of  the  proposed  alterations  drawn  by 
the  surveyor  of  the  public  buildings,  together  with  • 
copy  of  this  resolution,  be  transmitted  to  the  Prendent 
of  the  United  States. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aa  act 
to  incorporate  (he  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  as  amended ;  and,  the  blanks  baTlog 
been  filled,  the  bill  was  further  amended  by  unan- 
imous cooient. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass,  as 


Digiiized  by 


281 


mSTOBY  OF  GONGBBSS. 


282 


AfbiL)  1816. 


amtDded  V*  it  was  determioed  in  the  affinnatiire 
—feas  22,  nays  13,  as  follovs: 

YxAB — Muw.  BarixHU-,  Batry,  Brown,  Cuapbell, 
Chaee,  Gondii,  Diggvit,  Framantin,  Harpar,  Honey, 
How^  Uanter,  Lacoek,  MaMin  <tf  Virginia,  Morrow, 
Bobafta,  Talbot  Tiit,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Vurnum,  and 
'WBtiama. 

Htjcm — Mem.  Dana,  GaiUard,  Goldiboroagh,  Gore, 
BSng*  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampdure,  Rngglat, 
Sanford,  Tidienor,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

JReuhedj  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

[fileasrs.  Bibb  and  TBOMPSoii,  the  only  absen- 
tees, are  HBdersiood  to  hare  been  detained  from 
the  Senate  by  ill  health  ;  the  former  of  these  gen- 
demea  being  aerioialy  indiapoaed.} 

THOBBoaT,  April  4. 
Mr.  Bbowi^  izom  the  eommittee  to  whom  the 
sabjeet  waszeierredj  reported  a  bill  for  adjusting 
tlie  claims  to  land,  and  establishing  a  land  office 
Air  the  districts  of  land  lying  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  and  island  of  New  Orleans;  and  the 
hill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Campbeli.,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Gnrrency,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
abolish  the  existing  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  to  lay  other  duties 
in  lien  of  those  at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to 
disiiUers  of  apiritaous  liquors,"  reported  it  with 
u  amend  meat. 

The  hill  entitled  "An  aet  making  appropria- 
^iona  foe  the  anpport  of  QoTernmentTor  tne  year 
1816,"  was  read  the  second  tim^  and  referred  to 
aaelcct  commiuee;  and  Meaan.  Iuoook,  Daq- 
QBTT,  and  Moaaow.  were  appointed  the  com- 
xaittee. 

TAe  bill  eotilled  ''An  act  continuing  the  salaries 
4^  certain  offioera  of  OoTecnment,'*  was  read  the 
aecond  livc^  and  zelarred  to  the  eommittee  last 
mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  aet  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Miliuty  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1816," 
ms  read  the  second  tio^  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  An>irs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tioBB  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Slates,  Cor  the  year  1816,"  vas  read  the  second 
tinw.  and  rabrrad  to  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Amn. 

The  bill  wtitled  "An  aet  to  inereue  the  pen- 
aiap*  of  inralids  in  eetiaJn  eases,  for  the  relief  of 
innalida  of  the  militia,  and  for  the  appoiatnieBt 
ttf  pension  agents  in  those  Stales  where  there  is 
no  commisaiootf  of  loavt."  was  read  the  aaeond 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Coromitiee  on  the  Mil- 
itia of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
soperintendenu  of  the  manufactories  of  arma  at 
Springfield  ud  Harper's  Ferrjr,  was  read  the  aco- 
ood  time. 

The  bill  concerning  the  annual  sum  ajipropri- 
atcd  for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia,  waa 
ztad  tbc  lacena  time. 


SsNaTa. 


Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enaUe 
the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,"  reported 
it  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  com- 
manicated  a  certified  statement  of  thcoenaua  of 
the  Indiana  Territory. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fA>m  the 

PRBBinBnT  OF  THE  UNITED  StATEB  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Afaf<« 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  n^art  firom  the  Sapie- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  complying  with  their  nanlntkma 
of  the  26th  March  last  ' 
JAMES  MADISON. 

Aran.  4, 1816. 

The  Message  and  report,  therein  mentioaed, 

were  read. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  tfa« 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Unioa, 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur- 
poses, together  with  the  proposed  amendments; 
and.  after  pn^ress.  on  motion  by  Mr.  BaowM, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  the  fourth  Monday  in  July  next.  y 

The  Senate  reenmed  the  report  of  the  aclaot 
committee,  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  officers 
and  soldiera  of  the  Vii^inia  line,  on  State  and 
Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty  lands;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  BAttBoua,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  until  this  day 
fortnight. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  cooeeroinc 
certain  advances  made  for  the  public  service  by 
the  city  of  New  York;  and  on  motion^ by  Mr. 
Babbodr,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs,  "with  iostructiMis  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  provisioos  ought 
to  be  made  by  law  for  payment  of  damages  sus- 
tained by  persoits  on  whose  lands  military  works 
have  been  constructed  during  the  late  war.  either 
under  the  authority  of  any  officer  of  the  United 
Sutes,  or  th%t  of  any  State,  corporation,  or  other- 
wise, not  hitherto  provided  for." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonaidoration  of  the  bill  conearntag 
the  District  of  Columbia;  andon  mottonj  by  Mr. 
DaooiTT,  the  further  eonaideiatiou  thereof  waa 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  Tcsumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  dividing  the 
Slate  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  iadtcial  districts. 

Ob  motion  by  Mr.  MasoH,  of  New  Hampshire, 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  the  ques- 
tion was  lost,  the  Senate  being  equally  divided 
yeas  15,  oays  16,  as  follows : 

TzAB— Messrs.  Daggett,  Ooldsborongh,  Gore,  Har- 
per, Hunter,  King,  Macon,  Mason,  oi  New  Hamp- 
shin,  Talbot,  Taylwr,  TbampsoB,  Tidioaor,  TniMr, 
VamuD,  and  Walla. 


Pneeeding$, 
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household  furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches."  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendmeatti  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post 
Office  Establishment,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  remission  of 
certain  duties  on  the  importation  of  books,  for  the 
use  of  Harvard  College,  and  on  the  carriage  and 
personal  baggage  of  his  Excellency  William  Gore, 
Governor  of  the  British  Province  of  Upper  Can- 
ada," was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  a  compatiy  for  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  within  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  consideration 
of  the  engrossed  bill,  making  appropriation  for 
the  eoDstructloa  of  roads  and  canals,  was  further 
postponed  nntil  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
system  of  navigation  for  the  United  States;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur- 
poses,  together  with  the  proposed  amendments; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Maso\,  of  Virginia,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Sesolv^  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  statement  of  the  sums  expended  for  the  pur- 
chase or  manafkcture  of  arms  and  military  equip- 
ments for  the  militia,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
the  23d  of  April,  1S08,  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole 
body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States;"  and 
also  a  statement  of  the  arms  and  military  equip- 
ments which  have  been  so  provided,  and  of  the 
distribution  thereof,  in  execution  of  the  same  act. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line  on  Continental  Establishment;  aad^  on  mo- 
tioQ  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eoBsioeration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  State  and 
Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty  lands;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Babbodb,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  aoihorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  for  shares  tn  the 
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capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Hobset, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  on 
the  petition  of  Catharine  Robertson ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  consideratioa 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 
June  next. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary ASairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  enti- 
tled ''An  act  making  further  provision  for  mili- 
tary services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  reported  it  with  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  ,the  2d  instant,  relative  to  the 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  and 
Indiana  Territories;  which  was  amended,  and 
agreed  to  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  committees  to  whom  are 
referred  the  bills  for  the  admission  of  the  lodiana 
and  Mississippi  Territories  into  the  Union  as  new 
States,  be,  and  hereby  are,  instructed  to  ascertain 
and  report  to  the  Senate  the  actual  number  oC 
inhabitants  in  the  said  Territories  respectively, 
distinguishing  the  number  of  free  persons  from 
the  number  of  all  other  persons,  and  the  number 
of  persons  on  the  east  side  of  tbeTombigbee  river, 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  from  those  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Kidd,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committer  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Hallowell,"  reported  it  withont  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
subject,  submitted  the  following  motion  for  eoD- 

sideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  approve  of  tba  alteiHtioDs 
suggested  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Senate  room,  and 
the  better  arrangement  of  the  o6Sces  of  the  Senate  ; 
and  that  the  plan  of  the  proposed  alterations  drawn  by 
the  iunreyor  of  the  public  buildingi,  together  with  a 
copy  of  this  resolution,  be  transmitted  to  the  I^eudent 
of  the  United  States. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  amiendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  as  amended ;  and,  the  blanks  having 
been  filled,  the  bill  was  further  amended  by  unan- 
imous consent. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass,  as 
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an  coded  T*  it  wms  determioed  in  the  affinnatire 
— feas  23,  nays  12,  as  ibllows : 

Tu» — Mm—.  S*iboar,  Bury,  Brawn,  Cu)|ibell, 
Chaw*  CoD^  Dagg*tt»  Fmawtin,  Harper,  Honey, 
How«U,  Uontar,  htaotk,  Maion  of  Vh^nia,  Moirow, 
Bobcvta,  Talbo^  Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Taznnm,  and 
-Wffliaina. 

liaxa— Uavn.  Dana,  GaQlard,  Goldibtwongh,  Gore, 
Kng't  Mae«i,  Maam  of  New  Hampabire,  Bag^ea, 
Sai^d,  Tidieiior,  Wella,  and  Wibon. 

J^UK)hed^  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

f&lesafs.  Bjbb  and  Thohpsos,  tbe  only  absen- 
iMs,  Are  naderslood  to  hare  been  detained  from 
the  Senftta  by  ill  health;  the  former  of  these  gen- 
tleoiaa  b«ng  aetioMly  indisposed.] 

THDBeDAT,  April  4. 

Mr.BROVN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  tbe 
aabject  was  refened,  refMiried  a  bill  for  adjusting 
the  claims  to  land,  and  esublishiag  a  land  office 
ibr  the  distrjcls  of  land  lying  east  of  the  Missis- 
xippi  xirer,  and  island  of  New  Orleans;  and  tbe 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  CarretKy,  to 
vhom  was  referred  tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
abolish  the  existing  daties  on  spirits  distilled 
Titbtn  the  United  States,  and  to  lay  other  duties 
in  lien  of  those  at  present  imposed  on  lieeiues  to 
diatiUers  of  spiritnoas  liqnorv'  reported  it  with 
an  amcndmeni. 

Tbe  hill  eniilled  "An  act  moklDg  appropria- 
UoM  for  the  snpport  of  Government  for  tne  year 
1816)"  ma  xcad  the  aeeond  tim^  and  referred  to 
aadect  commiuee;  and  Mews.  Lacook,  Daq* 
OBTT,  and  MoBsoT.  were  appointed  the  eom- 
niilee. 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  continuing  the  salaries 
of  eeriatn  officers  of  Government,"  was  read  the 
aecood  liiQc^  and  nfiured  to  the  committee  last 
mentioiied. 

The  bill  ealitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  MUiury  Establish- 
ment of  tbe  United  States,  for  tbe  year  1816," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Military  Al^irs. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tioBsfor  the  support  of  the  Nary  of  the  United 
States  fin  the  year  1816,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  la&rred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affair*. 

Tho  bill  aatiiled  ''An  act  to  ioereai*  the  pen- 
siooa  of  ioTalids  in  certain  oases,  for  the  relief  of 
iaraiids  of  the  militia,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  peoaioD  agents  in  those  States  where  there  is 
no  eoramiaaioaer  of  loanV*  was  read  tbe  second 
tiioe,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Mil- 
itia of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compeoaatioB  of  the 
sDperintendenu  of  tbe  manufactories  of  anns  at 
Springfield  nnd  Harper's  Ferry,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  bill  eoncaming  the  annual  sum  appropri- 
ated for  armiiu;  aad  equipping  the  militia,  was 
md  tke  socoiia  time. 


Sbkatb. 


Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  goTerameat,  and  for  tbe 
admission  of  such  Slate  into  tbe  tlnion  on  an 
equal  fooling  with  tbe  original  States,"  reported 
it  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  com- 
municated a  certified  statement  of  the  census  of 
the  Indiana  Territory. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  fftim  tbe 
Prbbidbht  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  Vnited  ^atet  .• 

I  tranamtt  to  the  Senate  a  M^port  irom  the  8mm- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  complying  with  their  XMcdMiona 
of  tbe  26tb  Mareh  last  ' 
JAMES  HADI80K. 

Aran,  4, 1816. 

The  Message  and  report,  therein  aianlieaed, 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Unioa, 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  par- 
poses,  together  with  the  proposed  amendments; 
and,  after  prepress,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Baowii, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  poalponed 
until  the  fourth  Monday  io  July  next.  ^ 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  report  of  the  aelaot 
committee,  relating  to  tbe  claims  of  the  offieen 
and  soldiers  of  the  Vi^inia  line,  on  State  and 
Continental  Esublishment,  for  bounty  lands;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Babboub,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  until  this  day 
fortnight. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
certain  advances  made  for  the  public  service  by 
tbe  city  of  New  York ;  and  on  motioo,  by  Mr. 
Barbodr,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs,  "with  iastructioos  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  provisions  ought 
to  be  made  by  law  for  payment  of  damages  sus- 
tained by  per  HO  OS  on  whose  lands  military  works 
have  been  constructed  during  the  late  war,  eithw 
uitder  the  authority  of  any  officer  of  the  United 
States,  or  that  of  any  State,  corporation,  or  other- 
wise, not  hitherto  provided  for." 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  couceraiag 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Dasobtt,  the  further  cMHideratitm  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideratioo  of  the  bill  dividing  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  jadicial  districts. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Masoh,  of  New  Hampshire, 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  the  qoea- 
tion  wu  lost,  the  Senate  being  equally  divided 
yeas  15,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

TziB~Meears.  Daggett,  Goldsberough,  Qon,  Hai^ 
per.  Hunter,  Emg,  Maoon,  Mason,  of  New  Hamp* 
shke,  TaUtot,  Taylor,  Thompson,  TidMaor,  Tuaer, 
Vsmum,  and  Wells. 


Proaedittgi. 
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Nats — Me«n.  BartMar,  Bany,  Brown,  Chace, 
Condit»  Gaillardi  Laeock,  Maun,  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 
Robert!,  Rogglea,  Sanfbrd,  Tait,  WilUama,  and  Witacm. 

NAVIGATION  SYSTEM. 

The  bill  "to  establish  a  navigation  system  for 
the  United  States"  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Habpbr  mored  to  recommit  it  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Re]ations,aod  to  refer  to  the  same  com- 
mittee tbe  followinjE  resolotions,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  laid  on  the  table,  riz: 

Ruohed,  That  proviaion  ongbt  to  be  made  by  law 
for  excluding  gradually  from  the  naval  and  merchant 
aerrice  of  tbe  United  States  all  persons  other  than 
native  citizena,  or  dtixens  heretofore  naturalized. 

Reaohtdt  liat  ptoviriim  ought  to  be  made  br 
fax  compelling  mnehant  veasals  of  the  United  Statea 
to  have  on  board  a  number  of  appteutieea,  in  propor- 
thm  to  the  tonnage  of  sndi  veaaela,  reqpeetivdy. 

Hr.  Harpbr  aaid,  his  objeet  in  moving  this 
reeommitment  was  to  prevail  on  the  Senate,  if 
possible,  to  remould  the  bill^  so  as  to  incorporate 
,into  it  the  new  ideas  eontaiiked  in  these  resolu< 
tions— new,  he  mean  t,  as  resnected  that  bill,  though 
no  doubt  very  familiar  within  theite  walls,  and  to 
welNinformed  and  reflecting  men  throughout  the 
eoantry .  And  as  the  motion,  should  it  prevail, 
would  give  a  new  shape  to  the  bill,  and  a  new 
character  to  our  whole  maritime  svstem — a  char- 
acter which  he  deemed  it  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  impart  to  that  great  branch  of  oar  policy 
— he  thougbt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  state,  some- 
what at  large,  tbe  leading  considerations  which, 
in  bis  opinion,  recommended  this  meastire.  He 
was  sensible  that  neither  those  considerations  nor 
the  measure  itself  were  new  to  that  House  or  to 
the  nation.  Tbej  had  often  no  donbt  been  the 
aabjeet  of  flection  and  diaeonion  abroad,  and 
aunctimes  of  deliberation  within  those  walla;  but 
as  he—not  having  then  the  honor  of  a  aeat  in 
that  body— had  no  part  in  those  deliberations,  he 
mi^bt  perhapa  be  more  readily  excused,  for  oecu- 
pyipg  some  portion  of  its  time  with  his  ideas 
concerning  the  great  Interests  Involved  in  the 
question. 

These  resolutions,  Mr.  H.  said,  (and  especially 
the  firstj  whieb  contained  by  far  the  most  impor- 
tant prmciple,)  had  two  distinct  objects;  each 
recommended  by  considerations  peculiar  to  itself, 
and  both  teodios  to  the  same  great  end — the 
honor,  safety,  and  prosperity  of  the  nation.  The 
first  was  to  preserve  peace,  as  far  as  its  preser- 
vation might  depend  on  us,  by  excloding  all  for- 
eigQ  seamen  from  our  merchant  ships,  and  thus 
preventing  those  tollisions  with  the  maritime 
Power*  of  the  world  which  must  of  necessity 
nrise  from  eooflietinr  claims  on  the  ocean  to  alle- 
giance. The  second,  to  prepare  for  war.  by  ac- 
eelerating  tbe  production  of  a  numerous  class  of 
native  seamen ;  tbe  most  effectual  mode  of  doing 
whieb,  was  to  confine  tbe  navigation  of  our  ships 
of  war  and  merchant  vessels — as  these  resolu- 
tions proposed  to  confine  it — to  (^or  native  citi- 
zens, and  those  heretofore  naturalized  among  us. 
Sucb,  he  said,  was  tbe  twofold  object  of  his  mo- 
tion—to avoid  contests  with  other  nations,  and 
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especially  with  that  between  which  and  us,  from 
similarity  of  laoruage,  appearance,  and  pursuits, 
tiiey  were  most  liaely  to  arise ;  and  to  make  timely 
and  e£feetual  preparation  for  maintaining  otir 
rights  against  all  nations,  and  especially  that  ^reat 
maritime  Power  with  which,  in  all  probability, 
we  could  not  long  avoid  serious  collisions,  if  we 
would;  and  perhaps— judging  from  the  temper 
of  a  large  part  of  this  nation — would  not,  if  we 
could.  From  these  collisions  the  resolutions  which 
he  had  submitted  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  a 
tendency  to  save  us.  So  far  their  operation  would 
be  admitted,  be  presumed,  to  be  highly  beneficial. 
Every  measure  must  be  so,  that  tended,  by  fair 
and  honorable  means,  to  narrow  the  ground  and 
diminish  tbe  occasions  of  serious  misunderstand- 
ings with  other  Powers.  Tbe  effect,  indeed, 
would  be  not  eom[dete.  Neither  this  measure 
nor  any  other  could  save  us  entirely  from  eonteata 
with  a  Power  between  which  and  this  country  so 
many  fruitful  and  perennial  sources  of  discord 
existed ;  but,  it  was  doing  much  to  diminish  the 
number  of  those  sources,  and  to  dry  op  one  of  the 
most  fruitful.  This,  he  believed,  would  be  effected 
by  tbe  resolutions  under  consideration.  How 
they  would  produce  that  effect  he  would  next 
proceed  to  consider. 

Every  honorable  gentleman  who  heard  him, 
knew  how  tbe  two  nations — the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain— stood  towards  each  other,  in 
relation  to  their  maritime  policy  and  pretensions. 
Tbe  United  States  asserted  it  as  a  right,  and  had 
established  ir  as  a  habit,  to  incorporate  foreigners 
by  naturalization  into  their  political  association 
-into  the  nation— and  thus  to  withdraw  them 
from  their  allegiance  to  their  native  Qovernments. 
This  practice  extended  to  all  the  Earopean  States, 
but  affected  Great  Britaib  more  than  anjr  other 
nation,  from  obvious  and  well  known  causes. 
Wo  went  a  step  further— we  bad  laid  it  down  as 
a  maxim  in  our  taws  and  foreign  policy  that  pro> 
tection  is  due  on  the  ocean  to  these  naturalized 
foreigners,  against  their  original  Governments,  to 
the  same  extent  as  to  our  native  citizens;  and 
this  protection  we  bad  rejpeaiedly,  and  in  various 
forms,  promised  to  afford.  We  had  held  but  to 
the  subjects  of  every  Power— to  tbe  people  of  all 
nations — a  premise  of  protection  against  their 
native  Governments,  on  the  ocean  as  well  as  on 
the  land,  provided  they  would  conform  to  out 
laws  of  naturalization.  Thus  the  matter  stood  on 
our  part. 

Toe  foreign  Powers,  on  the  other  hand,  and 
particularly  Great  Britain,  had^  from  time  im- 
memorial, adopted  it  as  a  mazim  of  their  laws 
and  constitution^  essential,  in  their  opinions,  to 
tbe  preservation  of  goyernment  and  civil  societf, 
that  allegiance  is  perpetual  and  unalienable,  bo 
far  as  relates  to  the  mere  act  of  tbe  person  who 
owes  it;  that  every  member  of  the  community 
contracts  by  his  birth  obligations  of  obedience  to 
the  laws,  and  of  service  and  fidelity  to  the  State, 
from  which  he  cannot  withdraw,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Sovereign.  In  fine,  that  this  con- 
tract, like  all  others,  can  only  be  dissolved  by  the 
coiksent  of  both  partiea— one  of  whom  is  the  indt- 
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Tidul  or  subject,  aod  the  other  the  Sovereign 
represeatiog  the  eommuaity  or  Static.  He  woald 
Doi,  be  said,  now  inqnire  whether,  ai  an  ahstraet 
principle,  this  doelHoe  wu  correct.  The  ioqniry 
was  uaaecesnrf  for  his  present  porpoie.  Should 
it  ever  become  necessary,  he  was  prepared  to 
meet  the  queatioo,  and  eatertaiaed  opinions  con- 
cerning it  which  be  shoatd  be  ready  to  avow  and 
maintain,  ft  was  luffioieot  for  the  present  pur- 
pose, and  must  be  known  all  who  heard  him, 
that  the  Oorernbieat  to  which  he  alluded,  and 
over  whose  eondact  or  opinions  we  had  no  con- 
trol, did  hold  and  always  had  held  this  doctrine, 
and  had  always  manifested  a  fixed  determinatioD 
not  to  recede  from  it,  or  to  relinquish  the  rights 
to  which  it  gave  birth.  It  was  equally  well 
known  that  many  other  Governments— nay,  he 
night  say  all  the  Ctovernments  of  the  world,  ex- 
cept onr  own  ;  all  those  at  least  which  belonged 
to  the  Baropean  system,  and  with  wbieh  we  had 
mmj  connexion— held  the  same  priDetpIc;,aDd  from 
tiaac  to  time  asserted  it,  as  might  happen  to  suit 
their  interest  or  their  policy.  How  far  w«  might 
hereafter  find  it  necessary  to  adopt  and  assert  this 
principle  ourselves,  he  deemed  it  unneceasnry  now 
to  inqnire;  though  be  had  a  very  distinct  opin- 
ion on  that  subject,  which,  on  every  proper  occa- 
sion, be  should  be  ready  to  avow  and  support.  It 
was  enough  for  us,  at  present,  that  Qreat  Britaiu 
did  assert  this  principle  of  perpetual,  iodinotuble 
allegiance,  and  had  manifesieo,  on  all  occasions, 
a  determinaiioQ  to  support  it,  at  every  hazard. 

Knowing  then,  he  said,  as  we  did,  this  deter- 
mtnatioo,  this  fixed  purpose  of  that  nation,  to 
assert,  at  eyery  hazard,  the  right  which  she  thus 
claimed  to  the  services  -of  alf  her  people  whom 
she  eoold  find  in  merebaat  ships  on  the  ocean,  or 
in  her  own  territory}  knowing,  also,  the  import- 
nnn  wbieh  she  attached  to  this  right,  regarded 
by  her  as  essential  to  her  prosperity,  her  safety, 
and  even  her  existence;  the  question  for  us  to 
solve,  laying  aside  all  consideration  of  the  sound- 
nesa  of  her  doctrine,  of  the  abstract  right  of  the 
case,  and  looking  only  to  the  praoiieal  conse- 
quences, was  this:  how  fur  would  it  be  wise  in 
OS  to  engage  in  a  contest  with  that  nation  on 
grounds  considered  as  so  doubtful,  on  principles 
not  acknowledged  by  any  other  Power;  where 
the  universal  opinion  of  mankind,  out  of  our  own 
eonntry,  would  be  against  us,  and  opinions  at 
home  might  be  very  much  divided.  It  was  a 
point  on  which  such  a  division  must  be  expected ; 
a  point  on  which  the  most  enlightened  and  patri- 
otic men  might  entertain,  and  in  fact  did  enter- 
tain, the  most  opposite  opinions;  for  it  was  well 
known  tliat  a  very  large  portion  of  the  American 
people,  ioelading  many  iodividaals  of  the  highest 
eharaeter  for  rirtu^  knowledge,  and  love  of  coon- 
try,  were  of  opinion  that  one  nation  had  no  right, 
by  its  naturalization  laws  or  any  other  means,  to 
withdraw  the  subjects  of  another  from  their  alle- 
giance. He  did  not  now  intend  to  inquire  into 
the  correctness  of  this  opinion,  but  merely  to  ad- 
vert to  the  fact  that  such  ao  opinion  was  enter- 
tained by  a  very  namerons  and  highly  mpeclaUe 
dais  of  oar  citizens,  whose  feelings  and  opinions 
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it  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  consult,  in 
order  to  obtain  their  zealous  co>operation  in  any 
struggle  that  might  ensue.  Good  citizens  would 
always  obey  the  laws;  but  unless  they  approve^ 
the  ground  of  a  war,  mere  obedience  was  all  that 
could  be  expected  from  them.  Zeal,  devotedoess, 
voluntary  services,  and  sacrifices  of  person  and 

Eroperty,  could  only  be  expected,  from  men  of 
onorable  minds,  in  a  cause  which  they  approved ; 
and  there  were  great  numbers  of  the  most  honor- 
able and  virtuous  men  of  this  country  who  would 
not  and  could  not  approve  of  any  quarrel  entered, 
into  for  the  mere  purpose,  not  of  vindicating  any 
rights,  or  redressing  any  injuries  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, of  the  native  soos  of  our  soil,  but  of  assert- 
ing a  right  in  this  country  to  acquire  new  citi- 
zen^ of  whom  we  had  no  need,  by  withdrawing 
foreigners  from  the  power  of  their  own  Govern- 
ments} In  confer  favors  on  foreigners,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  eooDlry  and  its  native  inhabitants. 
There  were,  Mr.  H.  said,  certain  principles,  af- 
fecting the  rights  of  onr  native  citizens,  in  de- 
fence of  which  he  was  at  all  times  ready  to  incur 
cvny  risk,  and  brave  erery  danger.  Those  rights 
were  sacred,  and  whenever  openly  assailed  must 
be  defended  at  every  hazard.  Ciuestions  might 
indeed  arise  abont  the  nature  and  extent  of  some 
of  those  rights;  but  there  were  others  of  a  nature 
too  clear  to  be  disputed,  and  too  sacred  to  be 
touched;  which,  when  openly  assailed,  must  be 
defended  at  every  hazard,  and  even  when  inci- 
dentally infringed,  through  ioadrertency,  acci- 
dent, or  mistake,  claimed  the  jealous  attention  and 
ready  interposition  of  the  Government.  With- 
out entering  into  any  exact  definition  of  these 
high  and  sacred  rights,  which  he  did  not  eoneeivo 
to  he  now  neeassary,  it  might  be  remarked  that 
the  right  of  personal  liberty,  of  exemption  from 
compulsory  service  to  a  foreign  Government, 
under  any  form  whatever,  was  among  the  most 
undeniable  of  the  number;  and  there  never  waa 
a  time  when  he  was  not  ready  to  resist,  to  every 
extremity,  any  such  claim  to  the  service  of  na- 
tive Americao  citizens,  had  such  a  claim  been 
made  by  any  Government  whatever.  The  claim, 
however,  which  was  now  under  consideration, 
the  claim  of  the  British  Government  to  the  ser- 
vices of  its  own  subjects,  whenever  it  could  find 
them  in  merchant  ships  od  the  ocean,  or  in  its 
own  ports,  vras  by  no  means  of  this  description ; 
and  tne  right  asserted  by  this  country  to  protect 
British  subjects  and  other  foreigners,  on  the  ocean, 
against  the  claims  of  their  own  Governments,  was 
not  a  right  in  which  our  native  citizens,  the  sons 
of  oar  anil,  bad  any  interest.  -  It  was  a  claim  for 
(be  benefit  of  foreigners,  not  always  of  the  moat 
desirable  class,  who  often  come  to  us  beeaose 
they  fonnd  it  inconvenient  to  remain  in  their 
own  coQQtry;  whom  we  wished  to  adopt,  for  thett 
benefit,  and  not  for  onr  own,  into  our  family,  and 
to  extend  to  them  not  only  the  privileges  but  the 
protection  due  only  to  onr  native  sons.  It  was 
irom  the  collisions  arising  out  of  such  a  policy 
that  he  wished  to  save  the  country;  collisions 
dangerous  to  its  peace,  not  useful  to  its  intereats, 
BSC  coadncive  to  its  honor.  He  wished,  by  the 
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meisure  oow  propoted,  to  kroid  eoatestt  oo  such 
grounds ;  in  wnicn  we  could  neither  have  the  np- 
probatioo  and  countenaoce  <^  other  naticms,  nor 
be  noited  amoag  ourseUes.  The  public  opinion 
of  the  world  was  of  itself  of  great  imi>orUnce, 
and  he  would  ncrifiee  much  to  gain  it  to  our 
cause,  iu  every  conflict  in  which  we  might  be 
compelled  to  eogage.  It  was  agreat  moral  power, 
which  no  wise  GoTerninent  would  neglect.  But 

f;reat  as  it  was,  he  thought  it  very  inconsiderable 
n  comparison  with  union  among  ourselves.  It 
was  on  (hat  union  that  the  force  of  every  nattoa, 
and  especially  of  this,  living,  as  we  did,  under  a 
government  of  consent  which  rested  wholly  on 

Sublic  opinion,  must  in  a  most  material  degree 
epend.  No  sacrifices,  except  those  of  primary 
and  essential  rights,  were  too  great  for  aiuining 
so  dcsinble  an  object.  The  right  of  which  he 
now  proposed  to  divest  onrsdrea  waa  of  a  oaoct 
douhtful  character;  whether  we  regarded  the 
right  itself,  or  the  expediency  of  ib  exercise ;  and 
as,  DOtwilhstaDdiog  all  our  care,  it  might  not  be 
in  our  power  to  avoid  serious  contests  with  other 
nations^  and  chiefly  with  that  to  which  he  had 
so  often  alluded,  he  wished  to  put  all  doubtful 
causes  out  of  tlie  cooflicu  to  which  we  night  be 
destined,  and  so  to  choose  our  ground,  that  all 
the  difiercnces  of  opinion  among  ourselves  night 
hereafter  be  confined  to  the  time  of  beginning 
the  contest,  and  the  manner  of  conducting  it,  bat 
not  extend  to  the  right  itself  few  which  we  were 
to  contend. 

There  was  another  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  H. 
said,  in  which  this  measure  strongly  recommend- 
ed itself  to  his  mind.  A  new  stale  of  things  bad 
ariaan;  we  were  about  to  enter  on  a  new  career, 
and  btfore  we  b^n  it  he  wished  to  get  entirely 
rid  of  thu  cause  of  collision  with  foreign  Powers, 
arising  from  oar  claim  of  right  to  protect  those 
on  the  ocean  whom  they  assert  a  right  to  eon* 
sider  and  treat  as  their  subjects.  He  called  this 
a  new  career  because,  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
a  state  of  things  had  existed  in  the  world  totally 
different  from  that  at  whfeh  we  now  had  fortu- 
naidy  arrived.  When  yon  and  I,  sir,  said  Mr. 
H.,  came  into  life,  as  public  men,  we  saw  the 
commencement  of  that  state  of  things  which  has 
now  passed  away,  and  which  gave  rise,  while  it 
continued,  to  political  systems,  views,  and  opin- 
ions, not  applicable  to  the  present  condition  of 
the  world.  At  the  beginning  the  period  to 
which  I  allude,  we  saw  a  new  and  mighty  Power 
stra^ling  into  existence,  and  displayiii^  even 
then,  under  the  pretence  of  estaldishiDg  l^Kdom 
at  home  and  promoting  it  abroad,  a  spirit  of 
gigantic  and  unj^ineipled  ambiUon,  which  aocm 
rendered  it  the  scourge  and  terror  of  all  sanoond- 
inff  nations.  It  assailed  then  all,  in  turn,  with 
alTthe  weapons  of  fraud  and  force,  while  it  loudly 
stigmatized,  as  combinations  a^^inst  liberty  and 
national  independence,  those  leagnes  which  iu 
aggressions  had  compelled  them  to  form  for  their 
own  defence.  This  new  Power,  after  pursuing 
for  a  whiU,  with  wild  and  revolutionary  fury,  a 
plan  of  universal  dominimi,  but  ill  concealed 
though  not  distinctly  avowed,  aettlcd  down  ioio 


a  military  despotism,  the  most  formidable  in  tie 
means  and  profligate  in  its  principles  that  the 
world  has  ever  seen ;  which  Wdly,  openly,  and 
steadily,  pushed  forward  the  scheme  oi  conquest 
and  universal  empire  originated  by  Its  predeces- 
sors; and,  after  crushing  or  humbling  every  Power 
but  one,  which  alone  had  the  courage  and  strength 
to  maiDtaio  the  conflict,  bent  at  length  alt  its  vast 
and  accumulated  force  against  that  Power,  the 
only  remaininff  obstacle,  which  alone  stood  in  the 
breach,  straggling  to  keep  up  the  moimd,  and  to 
save  itself,  and  with  itself,  us  and  the  rest  of  the 
world,  from  the  torrent  which  equally  threat- 
ened all. 

In  (his  state  of  things,  Mr.  H.  said,  there  was 
no  room  for  deliberatioii,  no  freedom  of  choice, 
no  course  of  conduct  but  one ;  and  that  was.  to 
abstain  from  every  act,  however  proper  in  otacr 
times,  that  ecHild  thni  tend  to  weaken  Uie  am 
ufdifted  in  the  common  cause ;  that  might  de- 
minish  the  power  exerted  for  the  common  deface; 
or  tend  to  break  down  or  undermine  the  mound 
which  restrained  the  mighty  torrent,  and  preserved 
it  from  sweeping  us  and  the  rest  of  the  wodd  into 
one  common  ruin.  In  such  a  slate  of  things  it 
was  not  for  nations  to  act  as  in  ordinary  tiflaes,  or 
on  maxims  of  ordinary  policy.  Injuries  which 
in  ordinary  times  were  to  be  vigorously  repelled, 
were  then  to  be  patiently  borne,  on  account  of 
the  infinitely  greater  evils  which  the  attempt  to 
repel  them  might  introduce.  The  utmost  indal- 
gence  was  to  be  exercised.  Every  encroachment, 
that  could  be  made  to  wear  the  appearance  of 
right,  that  did  not  assume  the  character  of  open 
and  direct  anression,  wns  to  be  bwne,  rather  than 
to  run  the  ruk  of  weakening  those  exertions,  on 
which  aueh  mighty  intensu  deiwnded. 

Now  the  sute  of  thingai,  he  said,  was  ehaogod. 
That  tremmdous  power  was  overthrown,  the 
Qovernment  that  wielded  it  had  been  annihilated, 
and  the  natiMi  which  supplied  its  means  of  power 
was  reduced  bdow  its  usual  and  proper  level.  If 
danger  still  existed,  it  was  oo  the  other  side.  We 
were  no  longer  called  on  to  bear  or  forbear ;  nor 
to  judge  of  injuries  or  encroaohmeou  by  distinct 
or  collateral  circumstances.  We  might  now  es- 
timate them  by  their  intrinsic  nauire,  and  act 
concerning  them  upon  the  ordinary  maxims  of 
political  wisdom.  Those  maxims  enjoin  it  on  a 
nation  like  this,  rising  rapidly  into  pow«  aod 
importance,  (o  wa(ch  over  iterigh(s  with  a  jealoua 
and  vigilant  care ;  (o  regard  iu  honor  as  insepa- 
rably connected  with  its  true  iotec«su.aad  aa 
makingapartofitsdearestrigbts;  to  consider  jus- 
tice as  the  first  of  iu  duties ;  lo  advance  oo  claims 
which  ware  not  oleariuid  ineootrovertiUe,  and  to 
maintain  those  with  inflexible  coosmncy.  This 
view  of  things  had  induced  him  to  regard  the  na- 
tion as  eoloriag  on  a  itew  career,  as  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  sew  era,  and  he  thought  it  of  tlie 
utmost  importance  that  in  this  sute  of  things  wm 
should  uke  BO  false  stens,aad  assume  no  question- 
able ground;  that  we  should  so  act  as  tooause  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood,  that  while  (be  United 
Sutes  would  submit  to  no  intentional  injury,  nor 
aulIiBr  even  any  accidenial  trespass  to  pass  wilk- 


Digitized  by 


m 


mSTOBT  OF  CONOKBSS. 


290 


Ana^l81^. 


om  aotice,  and  if  need  be  redreGs,  tbejr  woald 
carefully  avoid  all  ioterference  wiib  tbe  rights  of 
oiAera,  and  assert  no  elains  bat  sucb  as  were  elear 
and  importaat.  This  was  the  positioa  which  he 
wished  this  coaotry  to  take,  aod  to  maiolaio,  ia 
ib«  commeneeffleot  of  the  new  era  dow  opeaing 
before  Ihem.  Here  in  his  opiaion  they  ought  to 
l^aot  their  foot ;  and  haviag  chosen  well  their 
ground,  with  a  view  to  the  rights  and  feeling  of 
other  nations  as  well  as  their  own,  to  stand  on  it 
immoreibly, prepared  for  every  conseqaence.  On 
saeb  gronnd  the  resolutions  waich  he  had  moved 
would  in  his  opinion  place  them.  By  exclndiag 
liie  sabiects  ot  other  Powers  from  oar  shipe  m 
mr  aad  merchant  vessels,  we  wonld  avoid  all 
collision  with  them  on.  the  ocean,  upon  this  deli- 
cate point }  all  iDterfereoce  with  a  claim  of  alle- 
Ifiaace,  to  which  they  attach  so  mach  importance, 
and  have  di^ilayed  so  firm  a  deiermination  to 
mainuin.  Having  done  this  we  shall  stand  per- 
fectly free,  with  tbe-world  and  ourselves,  to  resist 
steafUlyand  effectually  any  encrotchmenis  which 
they  m%y  attempt,  on  our  acknowledged  and  im- 
porunt  rights,  and  all  such  eocroschmeots  be  for 
one  sboald  be  always  ready  to  resist,  to  the  ut- 
most extremity,  in  whatever  qaarter  they  may  be 
attempted. 

While  we  took  this  view,  Mr.  H.  said,  of  the 
very  doubtful  right  of  withdrawing  foreigners 
from  their  allegiance  to  their  Qovernments,  and 
protecting  ibem  on  the  ocean  against  claims  aris- 
uig  out  of  that  aUegiaoce ;  a  right,  in  bis  opioioo, 
not  only  extremely  doubtful  but  very  unimport- 
ant; he  wished  distinctly  to  mark  out  twoclassee 
of  emigrants,  as  exceptions  from  his  motioD  and 
his  reasoning. 

The  first  class  was  that  of  foreigners  heretofore 
naturalized.  Whatever  might  be^  in  point  of  ab- 
auaet  priaeiple,  tbe  correctness  or  incorrectness  of 
ear  conduct,  in  passing  those  laws  under  which 
foreigners  bad  been  incorporated  into  oar  nation, 
by  which  they  had  in  effect  beeu  invited  and  en- 
eoarapd  to  come  among  as,  we  could  not  now 
suffer  It  as  to  them  to  be  made  a  question.  Those 
laws  bad  operated  as  an  invitation  to  emigrants, 
and  as  a  promise  of  protection  against  their  naiire 
governments.  Perhaps  they  were  intended  so  to 
operate;  but  however  that  might  be,  such  un- 
doubtedly bad  been  their  efiect.  We  had  iuvited 
these  strangers,  whether  wisely  or  properly  was 
not  now  tbe  question,  to  taka  sanetnary  io  oar 
land,  and  j^ontsed  them  protection  on  board  of 
oar  shipa.  We  eonld  not  now  abandon  ihem 
withoot  dishonor.  Our  word  was  out,  and  we 
most  proleet  them  at  all  events.  We  mast  re- 
deem oor  pledge ;  and  Mr.  H.  said  that  be  was 
ready  at  any  moment  to  draw  tbe  sword  in  de- 
fence of  (his  class  of  citizens,  tbe  citizens  hereto- 
fore naturalized,  whotie  rights  he  would  never 
suffer  to  be  drawn  into  question.  He  would  say, 
in  tbe  eommencemeot  of  any  n^tietion,  "  This 

Sound  is  sacred  aod  most  not  Iw  touched.  Our 
ith  18  pledged,  and  mast  be  redeemed."  He  had 
accordingly  prorided  in  the  first  resolalion  for 
this  class  of  citizens. 
The  second  class,  he  said,  need  hardly  be  m«B- 
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tioned;  ao  obvious  were  the  priaoiples  by  which 
it  was  protected.  It  consisted  of  those  foreigners, 
whether  naturalized  or  not,  who  remained  within 
our  territory.  They  were  protected  by  our  ter- 
ritory while  they  so  remained,  because  within  oar 
territory  no  foreign  Power  could  exercise  any 
jurisdiction,  or  exert  any  act  of  authority  what- 
ever. We  therefore  extend  protection  to  sach 
persons,  in  the  usual  exercise  of  oar  rights  of  sov- 
ereignty, and  as  a  necessary  consequence  of  those 
rights,  while  they  reside  in  our  country,  aad  re- 
main on  our  soil.  When  theycboose  to  depart,  tbe 

{iroteotion  ceases.  The  general  proposition,  there- 
ore  was  to  be  understood  as  subject  to  those  two 
exceptions)  oneofwhichiadeed  was  incorporated 
into  the  resolutions  themnlves,  and  the  other 
was  so  obvious,  that  nothing  but  a  desire  to  avoid 
all  possibility  of  being  misunderstood,  in  a  matter 
of  ao  moch  delicacy,  would  have  indaced  him  to 
advert  to  it  thus  particularly.  ludeed,  it  might 
be  remarked  that  ibis  principle  of  public  law  was 
of  such  universal  operation,  that  persons  goilty 
of  tbe  greatest  crimes,  murder  for  initance,  and 
even  treason,  if  they  could  escape  from  the  coun- 
try where  those  crimes  were  committed,  into  a 
foreign  territory,  fouad  protection  and  immuuity  ; 
and  nothing  but  special  provisions  by  treaty  could 
control  tbe  operation  of  this  general  law.  This 
doctrine  was  exemplified  in  the  history  of  every 
country  and  every  age. 

Mr.  H,  then  proceeded  to  the  second  division 
of  tbe  subject,  which  he  observed  was  by  far  the 
most  importaat.  He  had  hitherto  considered  the 
resolutions  in  their  tendency  to  preserve  us  iu 
peace,  by  remoring  one  great  ground  of  contro- 
versy with  foreign  Powers,  and  especially  with 
Great  Britain,  and  to  unite  us  at  home  in  such 
coofiicts  or  other  grounds  as  we  might  be  unable 
to  avoid.  He  would  now  consider  them  in  their 
tendency  to  prepare  us  effectually  for  war.  It 
would,  he  presumed,  be  admitted  by  all,  that  we 
ou^bt  to  make  betimes  the  most  efficient  prepa- 
rations for  those  great  cooflicts  with  other  Pow* 
ers  to  which  we  were  called  by  our  destiny. 
The  United  States  could  not  expect  to  remain 
always  at  peace.  Perhaps  they  ought  not  to  de- 
sire it;  for  loDg-eoatinued  peace  enervates,  cor- 
rupts, aod  debases  a  nation,  and  prepares  it  for 
subjugatioo,  by  rendering  il  too  timid,  too  ava- 
ricious, and  too  effeminate  to  defend  itself.  Be 
tbatj  however,  as  it  may,  continual  peace  waa 
not  in  our  power,  and  therefore  we  oagbt  to  look 
to  freqaeat  wars,  and  prepare  for  them.  They 
would  grow  out  of  our  hanitSf  our  pursuits,  oar 
character,  our  form  of  government,  aad  our  situ- 
ation with  respect  to  the  great  maritime  Powers 
of  tbe  world.  Our  people  were  loo  enterprising, 
too  active,  loo  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  commercial 
gain,  to  remain  quietly  at  home.  Inhabitiog  a 
most  exieobive  seacoast,  bred  aad  almost  born  on 
tbe  ocean,  they  were  naturally  impelled  to  mari- 
time enterprise.  Their  free  institutions  gave 
them  a  bold  and  adventurous  spirit.  Their  equal- 
ity of  civil  and  political  rights  rendered  them 
eager  for  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  because  thai 
acquisition  |rfaeed  them  on  a  footing  of  abtolote 
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aaality  with  tbose  who  possessed  the  greatest 
TaotAgea.  Commeice  and  maritime  adven- 
tare  opeoed  to  them,  to  all  that  oamerous  part  of 
them  at  least  that  dwelt  on  the  Atlantic  shore, 
the  nearest  aod  most  flattering  prospect  of  wealth. 
All  these  causes  impelled  us  to  the  ocean,  aod 
sent  as  in  quest  of  gam  through  every  sea  and  to 
the  remotest  shores.  Ourfree  QurernmeDt,  while 
it  generated  wad  fostered  a  spirit  of  restless  and 
daring  adrentare,  left  at  norestraiQed  to  the  bent 
of  oar  character  aod  inelinations ;  for  it  had  no 
power,  except  aoder  rery  particalir  ciream- 
sltacesof  rare  oeearreoee,  to  moald  and  direct 
the  industry  and  parsuits  of  the  nation.  It  re- 
eeired  its  tone  aod  character  from  ptiblfe  senti- 
ment, which,  instead  of  leading  it,  mast  generally 
follow.  Hence  arose  maritime  and  commercial 
pursaits  of  unexampled  activity,  ardor,  and  ex- 
tent; and  while  we  spread  our  ships  over  every 
sea,  and  eagerly  sought  every  market  which 
afforded  even  a  distant  prospect  of  gain,  we  were 
necessarily  and  frequently  brought  into  contest 
and  collision  with  other  nations  engaged  in  simi- 
lar pnrsails,  especially  that  nation  whose  charac- 
ter and  situation  in  these  respects  were  so  much 
like  our  own.  With  that  nation,  therefore,  we 
must  at  every  turn  cross  and  clash.  And  to 
these  inherent  causes  of  difference  mtaxj  others 
might  be  added,  of  a  peculiar  nalare,  which  need 
not  be  enumerated,  because  they  would  readily 
occur  to  every  reflecting  mind.  Some  of  them 
were  minute  and  even  trivial,  though  well  suited 
to  produce  irritation.  Others  lay  much  deeper, 
and  being  intimately  connected  with  the  great 
and  essential  interests  of  the  two  nations,  real  or 
supposed,  could  hardly  fail  to  produce  the  most 
serious  contests,  capable  of  being  adjusted  only 
by  the  sword.  Many  of  the  maritime  pretensions 
of  that  great  Power  were  of  this  description. 
They  need  not  be  named,  because  they  were  in 
every  one's  recollection  ;  but  it  might  safely  be 
said  that  they  were  of  a  nature  to  which  this 
country,  in  the  ordinary  state  of  the  world, 
which  was  its  actual  state,  never  would  or  could 
submit.  This  nation  was  too  proud,  too  ambi- 
ttouL  too  enterprising,  either  to  eonsent  that  its 
people  should  be  kept  at  home,  or  that  their  in- 
tereoune  with  other  countries  should  be  con- 
trolled, restrained,  or  regulated  by  any  power 
whatever.  Judging  from  what  has  happened, 
and  from  the  principles  which  we  know  to  be 
held  and  asserted  by  the  great  Power  to  which 
he  had  alluded,  we  could  not  but  know  that  at- 
tempts at  this  restraint  and  control  will  be  made. 
Thus  we  should  he  driven  into  the  conflict,  what- 
ever care  we  might  take  to  avoid  it.  Perhaps 
we  ought  not  to  wish  to  avoid  for  peace  is 
not  always  the  best  thing  for  a  nation ;  but  what- 
ever might  be  our  wishes,  it  would  not  be  long 
in  oar  power.  Collisions  would  take  place,  ex- 
planations and  reparations  would  be  demanded, 
perhaps  not  always  in  the  most  conciliatory  and 
moderate  tone.  They  would  sometimes  be  given, 
as  often  happens,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
matters  worse.  Resort  wouM  then  be  had  to 
ann^  and  thus  we  should  soon  be  driven  or 
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drawn  into  every  quarrel  among  the  great  mari- 
time Powers.  We  should  be  impelled  to  join 
the  weaker  side,  because  on  that  side  our  alliance 
would  be  courted,  our  principles  acknowledged, 
aod  our  pride  flattered.  It  would  also  be  our 
interest  to  unite  with  the  weaker  maritime  Pow- 
ers in  their  efforts  to  check  and  restrain  the  lofity 
pretensions  and  overbearing  domination  of  the 
strongest.  This,  he  said,  was  the  natural  and 
constant  course  of  things,  which  had  been  for  a 
long  time  suspended  by  the  extraordinary  state 
of  the  world,  but  had  now  returned  to  its  nsval 
channel;  and  thus,  by  a  destiny  which  we  could 
not  control,  we  should  become  rarties  in  every 
contest  among  the  maritime  Powers.  From 
being  parties,  we  should  gradually  become  prin- 
cipals,  and  find  ontaelvea  at  length  at  the  bead 
of^  the  league. 

Since  theo,  be  said,  it  was  ourdestioy  to  S^ht, 
it  became  us  to  consider  in  time  how  we  might 
fight  most  advantageously,  tfnd  beat  prepare  for 
the  struggles  which  we  could  not  avoid.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  our  true  policy  and  the  charac- 
ter of  our  people  led  us  to  the  ocean,  as  the  proper 
field  of  contest,  which  was  equally  pointed  out 
by  the  nature  and  genius  of  our  Gtovemment. 
;  That  was  the  natural  aod  most  efficacious  direc- 
tion ofourforee.  It  was  there  that  the  character 
of  the  country  had  been  most  nobly  sustained ; 
that  the  most  brilliant  triumphs  had  been 
achieved ;  that  the  fairestpresages  of  future  glory 
had  been  given.  The  mistakes  of  rulers  might 
sometimes  seod  our  brave  sons  to  perish,  in 
fruitless  expeditions  by  land,  among  the  snows 
and  damp  and  dreary  forests  of  the  North,  or  in 
the  pestilential  swamps  and  morasaee  of  the 
South,  but  the  irresistible  force  of  circumstances 
would  soon  correct  their  errors,  aod  recall  as  to 
the  ocean,  as  the  true  scene  of  our  power  aod 
glory. 

Since  it  was  on  maritime  power,  therefore, 
that  we  must  rely,  to  maritime  exertions  that  we 
should  be  irresistibly  impelled,  it  behooved  us  to 
consider  what  were  the  best  and  most  efficient 
means  of  maritime  force,  what  was  its  most  solid 
basis.  Was  it  ships?  No.  Money?  No.  What 
then?  He  would  answer,  that  it  was  a  brave, 
hardy,  and  numerous  class  of  native  and  patrt* 
otic  seamen,  bound  to  us  by  the  ties  of  birth, 
education,  early  habit;  impelled  by  the  feelings 
of  patriotism  and  the  love  of  glory ;  a  class  of 
men  without  which  ships  are  useless,  and  which 
money  cannot  buy.  And  can  you,  he  asked, 
rely onforeigneraforthisall-importaBtaid?  On 
men  attracted  to  your  service  by  the  mere  desire 
of  wages  or  of  gain,  connected  with  you  by  no 
common  interests  or  feelings,  united  to  you  by 
□0  ties  of  kindred  or  affection,  mere  birds  of  pas- 
sage, which  flock  to  your  shores  in  the  summer 
of  peace  and  prosperity,  and  fly  from  you  when 
the  atorm  begins  to  howl?  Danger  scares  them 
away.  These  men,  thrown  on  our  shores  in' 
time  of  peace  by  their  own  Governments  who 
wish  to  get  rid  of  the  expense  of  maintaining 
them,  enticed  to  us  by  the  hope  of  high  wagee 
and  easy  service,  when  we  happen  to  be  nentttl, 
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and  their  own  Goremments  at  war,  fly  wbeo 
danger  approaches,  aod  leare  us  defeaceiess, 
as  far  as  our  defence  may  depend  on  tbem.  Od 
whom,  then,  can  the  couairy  rely?  To  whom 
must  it  look  ia  the  boor  of  danger  1  I  answer 
to  oar  Datire  citizens,  attached  to  as  by  birth, 
education,  habit,  and  domestic  ties.  These  are 
onr  inrs  dependcoce.  They  will  not  leave  us 
in  the  time  of  trial,  for  their  afiectioni  are  with 
Q8,  their  bearta  are  with  oa,  their  parents  and 
their  children  are  with  us^  On  them  we  may 
rely  ia  oar  greatest  extremity. 

It  was  the  object  of  his  motion^  Mr.  H.  said,  to 
foeter  the  srowth  of  this  inestimable  class  of 
men,  and  ibas  lo  nuke  the  best,  the  most  effect* 
tuL  and  extenaive  preparatidn  for  supporting  our 
rights  on  the  ocean,  where  alone  they  wonld  be 
efieetaally  asserted.  He  wished  to  eneouraKe 
the  maDufaeture  of  native  American  seamen,  the 
only  production  which  he  was  willing  to  force, 
by  any  species  of  what  is  called  protecting  duty. 
Since  there  was  a  sort  of  rage  for  encouraging 
■MDofaciares,  he  wished  to  give  it  a  right  direc- 
liim  by  encouraging  the  growth,  not  of  wool- 
eardera  and  cotton-spinoers,  of  deformed,  feeble, 
aad  diseased  laborers  in  workshops  and  faclo- 
riesi  bm  of  hardy,  gallant,  and  active  seamen,  to 
man  oar  navy ;  and,  bv  protecting  our  commerce 
on  the  ocean,  to  enule  us  to  import  from  other 
eooDtries  those  articles  which  could  not  be  pro- 
duced among  ourselves,  without  forcing  them  by 
oppressive  taxes  on  nine-tenths  of  the  community 
for  the  benefit  of  the  other  tenth.  This,  in  bis 
opinion,  was  tbe  true  way  of  encouraging  in- 
dustry and  promoting  the  solid  and  lasting  pros- 
perity of  the  country ;  to  protect  all,  and  leave 
all  to  seek  the  most  profitable  modes  of  employ- 
ing their  skill,  labor,  and  capital.  This  protection 
eonid  only  be  afforded  by  a  powerful  marine, 
which  would  enable  our  commerce  to  seek  the 
most  profitable  markets  for  our  own  productions, 
and  to  supply  us  on  the  best  terms  with  those  of 
other  countries.  Every  branch  of  industry  would 
tbcn  find  and  preserve  its  proper  level.  To  tbe 
Ibrmation  of  such  a  marine,  a  sufficient  supply 
of  native  American  freemen  was  essential,  and 
that  supply  it  was  (he  object  of  his  motion  to 
■ecure.  An  object  in  his  opinion  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  every  point  of  view,  which  would, 
he  hoped,  be  deemed  a  sufficient  apology  on  his 
part  for  having  occupied  so  much  of  the  time 
of  that  honorable  body  in  this  feeble,  and,  he 
feared,  ineffeetaai  attempt  to  procure  tbe  adop- 
tion of  the  measure  under  consideration. 

With  respect  to  the  manner  of  carrying  this 
measure  into  effect,  so  as  to  obtain  the  object  ul- 
timately, and  in  the  shortest  practicable  time, 
without  producing  derangement  in  our  commer- 
cial operations,  or  serious  embarrassment  to  our 
ship  owners,  which  he  was  sensible  must  be  the 
consequence  of  precipitation,  in  every  measure  of 
this  sor^  he  considered  this  as  matter  of  detail, 
into  which  he  did  not  intend  then  to  enter.  It 
would  he  proper  and  even  necessary  in  the  future 
stuea  of  the  ouainess. 

Alt  that  he  now  desired  was  to  refer  the  propo- 
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sition  to  the  committee,  which  had  reported  the 
bill  then  before  the  Senate,  and  had  long  had  this 
whole  subject  under  consideration.  Here  the 
measure  wonld  undergo  a  full  examination  with 
a  view  both  to  its  practicability,  its  expediency, 
and  the  details  of  its  execution.  A  report  on  the 
subject  would  then  bring  the  whole  matter  again 
before  the  Senate,  with  all  the  faetsand  exptana- 
tions  necessary  for  a  proper  decision. 

On  the  second  resolution,  for  requiring  mer- 
chant diips  to  have  apprentices  on  board,  he  ob- 
served tut  little  need  now  be  said.  Its  object 
was  the  same  with  the  first,  to  provide  in  time 
tbe  means  of  naval  power,  by  promoting  the 

growth  of  native  seamen ;  and  it  would  be  found, 
e  believed,  powerfully  conducive  to  that  end.  It 
was  a  measure  sanctioned  by  long  experience,  in 
other  maritime  coontriesj  and  especially  in  Great 
Britain ;  in  whose  practice  and  institutions  we 
might  expect  to  find  the  most  useful  lessons  in  the 
act  of  advancing  naval  power.  The  only  points 
therefore  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee, 
should  his  motion  of  recommitment  and  reference 
prevail,  would  be  to  what  extentj  and  under  what 
modifications,  the  measure  of  requiring  appren- 
tices onght  to  be  adopted,  and  what  were  tbe  b<»t 
means  of  insuriog  its  success,  consistently  with 
the  state  of  the  country,  and  the  nature  of  ou^ 
institutions. 

Mr.  Harper  then  concluded  with  moving  timt 
the  bill  "  to  establish  a  system  of  navigation  for 
the  United  States  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations;  and  that  the  reso- 
lutions,  which  he  had  laid  on  the  table,  be  referred 
to  tbe  same  committee,  for  consideration  and 
report." 

Id  tbe  debate  which  ensued  on  this  motion,  Mr. 
Emo  adverted  in  terms  of  very  strong  disappro- 
bation to  that  part  of  the  British  practice  of  im- 
pressment which  constitutes  their  naval  officers, 
and  frequently  those  of  very  inferior  rank,  judges 
in  the  last  resort,  on  the  question  whether  a  sea- 
man claiming  to  be  a  native  American  citizen 
was  so  or  notj  which  eoables  this  petty  officer, 
frequently  little  better  than  tbe  commander  of  a 
press-gang,  to  decide  without  evidence,  without 
inquiry,  and  without  appeal,  on  tbe  dearest  rights 
which  belong  to  a  freeman — his  right  of  per- 
sonal liberty;  and  to  condemn  him  without  a 
hearing  to  a  rigorous  confinement  and  most  irk- 
some servitude  on  board  of  a  foreign  ship  of  war. 
This  practice  Mr.  K.  censured  in  terms  of  severe 
and  just  reprehension,  declaring  that  it  was  in- 
tolerable in  prlDclple,  and  bad  been  to  a  great  ex- 
tent abused  in  practice,  though  not  so  great  as 
bad  sometimes  been  stated,  by  impressing  and  de- 
taining native  American  citizens,  under  pretence 
of  tbeir  being  British  subjects.  From  toe  gene- 
rat  cast  of  Mr.  KJs  observations  on  this  point,  he 
appeared  to  be  under  the  impression  that  Mr. 
Hahfer  considered  this  part  of  the  British  prse- 
tice  of  impressment  as  correct,  or  at  least  as 
proper  to  be  tolerated. 

Mr.  HAann  in  explanation  observed,  that  h« 
was  very  sorry  to  find  hinkself  misunderstood  ia 
inch  a  point  by  the  hoowable  geatiemaa  bom. 
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Hew  Tork,  for  whose  opinioos  he  felt  the  highest 
deference  and  respect.  He  had  not  deemed  it 
necessary,  from  the  general  course  of  bU  obser- 
TatioDS  in  sapport  of  his  motion,  to  enlarge  par- 
ticularly on  the  subject  alluded  to  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  but  he  bad  supposed  tbat  his 
ideas  on  that  point  were  clearJy  conveyed  by 
strong  and  necessary  implication  from  the  gen- 
ertU  tenor  of  his  argumeota.   Since  that  how- 
erer  appeared  not  to  be  the  fact,  he  would  ask 
leave  of  the  Senate  to  explain  himself  more  fully, 
for  it  was  a  point  on  which  of  all  others  he  was 
least  willing  to  be  misunderstood.  He  therefore 
stated  distinctly  what  he  bad  thought  sufficiently 
clear,  that  he  entirely  conenned  with  the  honor- 
^e  gentlemaD  from  New  Tork,  in  the  opinions 
and  leeliDgs  which  he  had  so  forcibly  expressed, 
cODcerDing  the  British  practice  in  question— the 
practice  of  ereettog  their  inferior  naral  officers, 
or  any  of  their  officers  however  higiL  in  rank,  into 
judges  npoD  tbe  dearest  and  most  sacred  rights  of 
American  citizens,  the  rights  of  personal  free- 
dom, with  power  to  decide  in  the  last  resort,  with- 
out evidence  and  without  a  hearing,  and  to  carry 
their  own  unjust  sentences  into  immediate  exe- 
cution, by  dragging  tbe  unhappy  victims  into 
compulsory  service  on  board  of  a  foreign  ship  of 
war,  perhaps  the  enemy  of  this  country.  This 
practice,  he  agreed  with  the  honorable  gentleman, 
ought  to  be  resisted  at  every  hazard  and  to  tbe 
last  extremity;  and  to  put  ourselves  in  a  condi- 
tion to  resist  it  effeetnaUy,  was  one  great  object 
of  the  lesolutiona  which  be  had  labmitted.  It 
was  ooly,  in  his  opinion,  aAer  having  excluded 
British  subjects  from  our  merchant  ships,  that  we 
could  correctly  and  effectuallr  resist  their  claim, 
of  a  right  to  come  on  board  those  ships  in  search 
<:S  ibeir  subjects.  If  we  ebose  to  receive  their 
subjects  on  board,  and  then  (old  them  that  we 
would  protect  all  who  were  on  board,  or  all  but 
those  whom  we  or  the  commanders  of  our  mer- 
ehaot  ships  might  think  fit  to  acknowledge  to  be 
British  subjects,  and  to  give  up  as  such,  it  was 
obvious  tbat  we  should  do  exactly  what  we  so 
justly  complained  of  in  them.   We  should  take 
qpoD  ourselves,  or  confer  oo  tbe  commanders  of 
our  merchant  vessels,  the  power  of  deciding  in 
the  last  resort,  with  or  without  evidence,  and 
with  or  without  a  hearing,  who  were  to  be  eon- 
aidered  as  British  subjects,  and  to  execute  the  sen- 
tenceSf  by  withholding  from  the  power  and  service 
1^  their  own  Qovernment  all  those  British  sub- 
jects whom  such  judges  might  think  fit  to  declare 
American  citizens.   To  such  a  course  of  pro- 
ceeding the  British  Government  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  submit.   Xbejr  would  resist  it,  and  thus 
we  should  be  involved  in  a  quarrel,  on  grounds, 
to  say  the  least  of  them,  exceedingly  doubtfbl, 
which  it  was  most  desirable  to  avoid.   But  if  his 
measare  were  adopleJ,  and  all  British  subjects 
not  heretofore  naturalized  were  excluded  from 
our  shipii.  we  should  be  in  a  situation  to  resist 
their  whole  practice  of  impressment,  as  applicable 
to  our  ships,  on  the  most  clear  and  solid  groandG; 
and  thus  cut  up  the  evil  by  the  roots.  We  shall 
be  aUe  to  say  to  them  "we  hare  none  of  yoar 


'  subjects  on  board  of  our  ships,  no  persons  to 
'  whose  service  you  can  claim  a  right,  and  there- 
*  fore  on  board  of  our  ships  you  must  not  come.** 
We  shall  then  have  drawn  a  clear  tine  of  demar- 
cation which  we  shall  be  able  and  I  trust  ever 
willing  to  defend.  I  can  assure  the  honorable 
geollemao  that  I  fbr  one  will  go  as  far  and  stand 
as  long  in  its  defence  as  any  one  who  bears  me. 
Let  us  once  exclude  British  subjects  not  already 
naturalized  from  our  ships,  and  thus  deprive  that 
Government  of  all  fair  pretence  for  sending  their 
officers  on  board,  and  I  for  one  will  join  in  resist- 
ing to  every  extremity  this  practice,  which  will 
then  assume  the  character  of  an  undisguised  at- 
uek  on  onr  rights  and  even  on  our  indtpendenee. 
But  it  cannot  have  that  character,  while  we  re- 
oelre  their  aubjeeta  into  our  merchant  Tends, 
however  liable  it  mat  be  to  oeeasional  abuse.  I 
wish  in  this  particular,  as  in  every  other,  to  put 
ourselves  perfectly  on  -the  right  ride,  so  as  to 
avoid  tbe  contest  if  we  can,  and  if  we  cannot,  to 
begin  it  with  justicedearly  on  our  aide;  and  ibis, 
Mr.  President,  I  consider  as  one  of  the  best  effiwis 
of  my  motion,  and  perhaps  its  atrongest  recom* 
mendatioo. 

When  Mr.  Habpkb  had  concluded,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

Fbioat,  April  5. 
Mr.  FnoMSKTiN  presented  the  memorial  of 
William  Qarrard,and  others,  land  commistioaen^ 
in  the  western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleana, 
now  Slate  of  Louisiana,  praying  compeuMtion 
for  their  services,  as  stated  in  the  memorial} 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Messrs.  Fbohbhtin,  BaowM,  and  Morhow, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  tbe  memorial  of  a  large 
number  of  manufacturers  and  mechanics  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  tariff  of  duties 
recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  be  imposed  for  tbe  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection of  domestic  manufactures,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflhirs, 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill  entitled  ''An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  tbe  Navr 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1816,**  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Vabndu,  from  the  Militia  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  pensions  of  invalida  in  certain  cases, 
for  the  relief  of  invalids  of  the  militia,  and  for 
tbe  appointment  of  pension  a^nts  in  those  States 
where  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RoBEBTs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing 
thedischargeofMosesLewisfrom  imprisonment," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  the  3d  instant,  approvinc 
the  alterations  soggestcd  for  the  enlit^mcnt  m 
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tbe  Senate  Toom,  and  tbe  better  arraDjfement  of 
offices  of  the  Senate;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  biU  for  adjusting  the  claims  to  land  and 
establishing  a  land  office  for  the  district  of  lands 
Iving  cast  of  tbe  Mississippi  river,  and  island  of 
new  Orleans,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  Senaie  resumed  the  bill  to  ascertain  and 
ettablisb  the  western  boandarjr  of  the  tract  re- 
serred  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  tbe  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Tirgioia 
line,  on  Continental  Establishment ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Ur.  MoBROW,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  farther  postpooed  until  Thursday  the  18th 
ioaiaBt. 

Mr.  Bkowh,  from  the  eommiitee  to  whom  was 
leferred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
eeruin  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  CawpBBLL,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  Finance  and  an 
Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Phil- 
adelphia, made  a  report,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Rtaohed,  That  the  fnjn  of  the  memoiialisti  oofl^t 
not  to  be  granted. 
Tbe  report  and  resolution  were  read. 
Mr.  Cahpbbli^  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Q.  Gotts- 
berger,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  made  a  report, 
together  with  tbe  following  resolution: 

fesD&iett  That  the  peUtioDST  have  lesTe  to  with- 
tew  bis  petition. 
Tbe  report  and  resolution  were  read. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ball  for  esiablisbiog  a  system  of  navigation  for 
tbe  United  States;  and  on  the  question^  "  Shall 
ib^  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing 
for  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  certain  officers 
of  the  Government ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tal- 
bot, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned ontil  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  children 
of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,"  together  with  tbe 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  tbe  select  com- 
mittee, and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed 
to  with  further  amendmenu,  the  Pbbbiduit  re- 
ported tbe  bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  concurred  in,  on  tbe 
qnestioo,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Mr.  Habpeb  withdrew  the  motion,  submitted 
the  4tb  instant,  for  excluding  foreigners  from  tbe 
naval  and  merchant  service  of  tbe  United  States, 
and  for  compelling  merchant  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  to  have  on  board  a  certain  number  pf 
apprentices. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whde,  tbe  eontideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 


more  effeclaally  for  the  payment  of  specie  by  the 
several  banks  within  the  Dbtriet  of  Columbia; 
and  the  consideration  thereof  was  farther  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for  a 

Eroposed  amendment  to  tbe  Constitution  of  the 
Tnited  States,  for  tbe  removal  of  the  judges. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Uamp- 
sbire,  that  tbe  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmatire—yeaa  19,  nays 
7]  as  follows: 

Tbas — ^Messrs.  Barbour*  Barry*  Brown,  Campbell* 
Daggett  Dana*  Fnwaentin,  Gaill«i<  CMdabnoQgl^ 
Hontn>,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Monow, 
RaggUs*  Talbot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Varnnm*  and  WB* 
liams. 

Naxs— Messrs.  Ohaee*  Ouidit,  Lacodc*  Macon* 
Roberts,  Sanfiwd,  and  Turner. 

Satubdat,  April  6. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  tbe  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  John  Long- 
don,  and  others,  members  of  the  Mechanics*  Re- 
lief Society  of  Alexandria,  were  disebar^  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof  respectively. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  eommittee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Pblladd- 
phia.  Whereupon, 

Renhed,  That  the  prayer  of  tbe  memorialists 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaidetation  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  John  G.  Gotube^r,  of  the  city 
of  New  York.  Whereupon. 

JRetolved,  That  tbe  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resutned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  dividing 
tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  dis- 
tricts ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacooe,  it  was  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  and  Messrs.  Laoook, 
Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  DAoaarr,  wen 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committeaof  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  loint  resolutum 
authonzioff  the  President  of  tne  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ad- 
journ their  respective  Houses,  on  tbe  28d  day  of 
April,  1816;  and,.on  moiion,  by  Mr.  Laoook,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Saturday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  organizing  the  ffeneral  staff,  and  making 
further  provision  for  tne  Army  of  the  Uuitai 
States;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tiobghob,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  nntU 
Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolatioa, 
directing  medals  to  be  straek,  and,  together  witb 
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the  thanks  of  Congress,  presented  to  H^jor  Gen- 
eral Harrison  and  OoTeroor  Shelby,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbovb,  tbe 
fiirther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
as^  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Saturday 
nexL 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  widow  and  chil- 
dren of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  was  read  a 
third  time  i  and  on  the  ouestion,  "  Shall  this  bill 
pass  V*  it  was  determined  in  the  aflkmatiTe— yAs 
36,  nays  6,  as  follows: 

Yxis — Messn.  Bubonr,  Condit,  I>aggett,  Dans, 
GuIUrd,  Goldsborougb,  Gore,  Horsey,  Kinc  Macoiit 
M^ow,  Bobort^  8aiM,  Tidienor,  Tuner,  and 
WDBams. 

Ni:t»— Messn.  Bany,  Laeoek,  Talbo^  ThompMO, 
▼arhnra,  and  Wibm. 

^he  bill  to  establish  a  system  of  naTigatioQ  for 
the  United  States,  .was  read  a.  third  tim^  and 
passed. 

The  Pbisideht  commanicated  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  relat- 
ing to  a  report  of  tbe  commissioneTs  on  claims 
for  lands  in  the  western  land  district  of  tbe  Slate 
of  Louisiana,  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentaliTes ;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

MoNnAY,  April  8. 

Mr.  RoBBBTspresented  tbe  memorial  and  re- 
monstnnee  of  Thomas  M.  Loogstreth  and  oth- 
•t^tnannfteturers  of  paper-hangiogs  in  the  city 
oT  PbUadelphia,  praying  that  inliea  of  tbe  duty 
iMTone  eeat  per  pound  on  whiting,  as  proposed  in 
the  contemplated  tarifi^  s  moderate  ad  valorem 
daty  may  be  imposed,  if  any  impost  on  that  arti- 
cle shall  be  deemed  expedient;  for  reasons  stated 
ia  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  proTide  more  effectually  for 
the  pajrmeot  of  specie  by  the  scTeral  banks  within 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  RoBEBTS.  tbe  fbrtber  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  Qntil  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  represent- 
BttTes  of  Ignace  Delino.  Whereupon, 

Meulve^  That  the  petition  of  the  representa- 
liTM  of  Ignace  Delino  is  reasonaUe,  and  ought 
to  be  granted. 

Jfemved,  That  prorislon  should  be  made  for 
Meertaintng  with  ]^recision  the  amount  of  losses 
etistained  by  the  said  Ifoace  Delino. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  George  Nebin- 

Sr,"  together  with  tbe  amendments  reported 
ereto  by  the  select  committee ;  the  amendments 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  Pbbsiobnt  reported 
tbe  bin  to  tbe  House  accordingly,  and  the  amend- 
nents  were  concurred  in,  and  on  tbe  question, 
"Shall  tbe  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  tbe 
bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 


Mr.  Laooce,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wac 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  181^^  reported  it  with  amendments,  whieh 
were  read. 

The  engrossed  bill,  making  appropriation  for 
tbe  construction  of  roads  and  canals,  was  read  a 

third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  MABon,  of  New  Hamp> 
shire,  thst  tbe  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmattve— yea*  1%  Wf^ 
9,  as  follows : 

YxA»— Messrs.  Banr,  Chsee,  Condit,  Daggett, 
GsilUrd,  Gore.  Hontur.  King,  Macon,  Masaa  of  Hew 
Htnmhiie,  Roberts,  Sanlbrd,  Talbot,  Tail,  Thomp- 
son, Tomer,  Vsmum.  and  Willianw. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bwboor,  Brown,  Dsns,  FVonentia, 
Horsey,  Laeoek,  Morrow,  Roggles,  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  Fbohbntin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  settling 
the  compensation  of  the  commissioners,  clerk,  and 
translator  of  the  board  for  land  claims  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now 
State  of  Louisiana;  and  tbe  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whol^  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
amend  tbe  law  of  costs;**  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Talbot,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  in* 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next. 

Mr.  Fbohehtiii,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  authori- 
zing the  sale  of  lots  owned  by  tbe  United  Sutet, 
in  toe>4Hty  of  New  Orleans,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  apd  John  Clifford, 
Blisha  Fisher,  and  Company,  Thomas  Clifford, 
and  Thomas  Clifford  and  Son ;"  and  tbe  bill  hav- 
ing been  amended,  the  Prbbident  reported  it  to 
theHouseaccordingly;aDdtheamendmeDt  having 
been  concurred  in,  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the 
amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  ia  the 
negative.  ' 

Mr.  Cavpbbll^  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  mncb  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  relates  to  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Corrency,  to  whom  was  referred 
tbe  hill  eutitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  tbe 
iTnited  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  requesting  the  faooorable  Nathan 
Saoford,  a  member  of  tbe  Senate,  may  be  per- 
mitted to  attend  before  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  appointed  to  inquire 
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into  the  official  cooditet  of  Judge  Tallmadge,  to 
be  examined  touehiog  the  subjects  cootaioed  in 
a  report  relatiug  to  the  alledged  miscoadoet  of 
Judge  Tallmadge^  io  bis  office,  as  ooe  of  the 
Jadges  of  the  District  Court  for  the  Btate  of  New 
Toik.  Thw  bare  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  aet 
to  lesaUite  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage 
in  which  tktj  request  the  eooeurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  conenrrenee  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Toe  PnsaiDBKT  eommanicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  DepartmeDt  of  War,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  resolotioB  of  tbe  Senate  of  the 
tliird  instant,  directing  faira  to  lay  before  tbe 
Senate  a  statement  of  tbe  snms  expended  ia  the 
parchase  or  manufacture  of  arms  and  military 
equipmeDts  for  the  militia,  io  pursuance  of  the 
act  of  tbe  23d  of  April,  1808,  entitled  "An  aet 
making  prorision  for  arming  and  equippiag  the 
whole  tody  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States;" 
and  aUo  a  statement  of  the  arms  and  military 
«nupnents,  which  hare  been  so  orot  ided,  aad 
of  the  distribution  thereof.  And  taa  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  TicBBKOB  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  e<Hksid«tation : 

Hetobed,  Tbtt  the  Seeratair  of  the  War  Draart^ 
mnt  be  directed  to  lay  faefine  the  Senate  withas  little 
delay  aa  poei^ile,  a  stataaxnt  of  the  Military  Estab- 
Ij^imcDt  of  the  United  StatM  for  tbe  year  178e,ti)Mr«iii 
diatmgoiihing  the  general  8ta$  vith  tbe  expense  of 
the  nid  staff  the  whole  year ;  and  a  like  statement 
for  the  yean  1791,  1794,  1798, 1803,  1809,  1819,  and 
1816,  reflectively. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe  : 
Whole,  the  considetatioa  of  the  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  Isaac  Griggs;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.TAt.B0T, 
tbe  farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 


TcaaoAT,  April  9. 

Mr.  Barboub,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
A&irs.  to  whom  tbe  subject  was  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  legal  represeniatires 
of  Igoaee  Cbalmet  Delino,  deceased ;  and  tbe  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  Yabnuh,  from  the  joint  committee  of  tbe 
Senate  and  Honse  of  Representatives,  appointed 
to  iuquiie  into  the  eipediency  of  making  certain 
alterations  in  tbe  mode  of  transacting  the  busi- 
ness of  Congress,  recommend  tbe  folrowiog  res- 
olaiioDs  : 

Xetoleed,  Tbax,  on  the  adjonnment  of  any  Congress, 
the  nnfinisbed  bunnen,  to  wit,  IhUs,  lesirfutionB,  and 
reports  of  committees,  sbaU  remain  at  the  next  seaiion 
ottite  same  Congress  in  the  same  ritoation  they  were 
at  &e  tone  of  the  adjonrameut 

He—hcd,  That  it  shall  be  tiie  dnty  of  die  Clerks  of 
the  respeetiTa  Hooses  to  keep  a  docket  of  the  bosineas 
ia  the  order  in  which  it  is  preaented  ;  and  to  {Hreeenre 
all  the  docoDients  and  pliers  in  relation  to  it ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  doty  of  tbe  proper  oflieeni  to  preserre  for 
tte  UMof  theHeoae^  and  Left  upon  the  tables  <A  the 
mmbeis,  so  that  they  may  be  ready  for  re-deliveiy  and 
use  at  the  ensuing  asBnon  of  the  sane  Congress. 


SSHATI. 


The  bill  entitled  "An  aet  toregnlate  the  duties 
OD  imports  and  tonuage,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finanee 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  requesting 
the  attendance  of  the  honorable  Nathan  SanforcL 
a  member  of  the  Senate,  before  the  committee  of 
that  House,  for  the  porposeof  ginngbis  testimony 
in  tbe  matter  udder  examination  of  the  said  com- 
mittee^ coDcerniog  tbe  alledged  misconduct  of 
Matthias  B.  Tallmadge,  ooe  of  tbe  Judges  of  the 
District  Court  for  the  State  of  New  York. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Kino  submitted  the  foUowing 
motion  for  consideration : 

Setolved,  That  the  Senate,  in  compUance  with  ft* 
resolution  of  the  House  of  BepreseutatiTee  of  yester* 
day,  do  allow  Uie  attendance  of  tlu  honorable  Nathan 
Samord,  a  member  of  this  House,  before  tbe  oommittee 
of  tbe  House  of  SepresentatiTes,  for  the  potpose  of 
giving  his  testimony  in  the  matter  under  examuiatioa 
of  the  said  committee,  conceming  the  alleged  misoonp 
duct  of  Matthias  B.  TaUmadg^  one  of  the  Ju^es  of 
the  District  Court  tot  tbe  State  of  New  Toik. 

Mr.  t«AC0CK,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  repotted  a  bill  relaiire  to 
the  transportation  and  opening  of  tbe  mail,  in 
certain  cases ;  and  tbe  bill  was  read }  and  on  the 
qneatioo^  "Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  seeoAd 
time  7"  it  was  determined  In  the  oegative.  , 

Tbe  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  tbe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  George  Nebinger," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  tbe  bill  watt  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  title  was  amended  by  adding  thereto, "  and 
of  Landon  Carter." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  maKinc  appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  GhiT- 
eroment  tor  the  year  1816,"  together  with  the 
amendments  repwted  thereto  by  tbe  select  com- 
mittee }  and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
t^  with  amendments,  tbe  PnESiDENT  reported  the 
bill  to  tbe  House  accordingly ;  and  tbe  amend- 
menu  baring  been  eononrred  io,  on  tbe  questioo. 
"  Shall  tbe  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bUl 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended  1"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  convenient 
arrangement  of  the  times  and  places  of  holding 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  Slates  for  tbe 
districts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia;"  in 
which  bill  they  request  tbe  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Campbeu.,  from  the  committee  appoioted 
on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  tbe  President  of 
tbe  United  States  as  relates  to  Finance  and  an 
UnirormNationalCarreney,towbom  waai:eferred 
tbe  petition  of  Taleott  Wolcoit.  m^de  a  report, 
together  with  the  following  resolution : 
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Jtetohed,  That  the  [mjer  of  the  petitioiier  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coiamiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coasideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  ibe  Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  be- 
half of  the  t7Dited  Stales,  for  shares  in  the 

capital  stoch  of  the  Chesapeake  aod  Delaware 
Canal  Compaoy;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Vab- 
WDU,  the  further  cousiaeratioa  thereof  was  post- 
poned DDtil  the  first  Monday  in  July  next. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  8ih  instant,  direetioc  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  War  Department  to  lay Iwfore  the 
Senate  a  statement  of  the  Mititary  Establishment 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  years  1786,  1791, 
1794,  1796,  1803,  1809,  1813,  and  1815,  respec- 
tirely ;  and  agreed  thereto. 
'  Mr.  Vabnch  communicated  sundry  doenmenta 
10  be  filed  with  the  petition  of  Sarah  Jarvis,  and 
others,  praying  payment  of  the  balance  which 
may  be  found  due  to  Leonard  Jarris,  deceased, 
for  services  during  the  Rerolutiocary  war. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioD  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  on  the  question, 
''Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  claimants  to  lands  in 
the  district  of  Viocennes,"  aod  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Campbell  gave  notice  that  he  shonid  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  State,  of 
Tennessee  to  issne  grants  and  perfect  titles  on 
certain  entries  and  locations  of  lands  therein  de- 
scribed. 

Mr.  Daha  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  concerniog  the  maritime  pre- 
cincts of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  entry  of  vessels  at  the  port  of  Middletown  ; 
and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative." 

The  Senate  resamed,  at  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resotatioa  for 
printiDg  the  laws  relative  to  nataralization ;  and 
OB  the  qnestion,  "  Shall  this  resolation  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  lime?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
announced  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
RtCHABD  Stanfokd,  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  that  his  funeral  wtU  take  place  to-mor- 
row at  12  o'clock.  Whereapon,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Macon, 

Roobed,  unanimooily.  That  the  Senste  will  attend 
the  fanorftl  of  the  Hon.  RicHAns  8tabvou,  late  a 
member  of  the  Honee  of  Representatives  from  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  to-morrow  at  13  o'clock;  and,  as  a 
testifflonr  of  reject  for  the  momoiy  ol  the  deceased, 
thsj  vrttl  go  into  monrning,  and  wear  a  Uadi  crape 
nvnd  the  lea  ann  for  lUrty  days. 


Apbil,  1816. 


MILITART  8ERTI0E& 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *[An 
act  making  further  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  amend- 
ment proposed,  amended  as  follows : 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  donations  of  land  be 
granted  to  all  the  officen  of  the  regular  arm^  who  were 
in  serrice,  and  who  bare  been  diabended  in  reducing 
the  army  confonnably  to  theact  of  third  March,  181t&, 
and  who  shall  not  have  been  reinstated  in  the  army  by 
the  seventeenth  of  May  next,  to  wit:  to  each  M^or 
General,  one  ttkonsand  two  hundred  and  oigh^  acres ; 
to  each  Brigadier  General,  one  thoasand  one  hondred 
and  tvren^  acres;  to  esdi  Colonel  and  Lientooant 
Colonel,  nme  hundred  and  sixty  acres ;  to  each  M^r, 
ei^t  hundred  acres ;  to  each  Captoin,  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres ;  to  each  subaltom,  fear  hundred  and  eighty 
scree ;  and  to  officen  of  the  medical  and  other  staot 
who  have  no  rank,  in  proportion  to  their  pay  according 
to  the  scale  aforesaid. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  10, 
nays  12,  as  follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Bsny,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Fro- 
mentin,  Oaillard,  Lscock,  Macon,  Ruggle8,and  Turner. 

Navb— Measn.  Barbour,  DaggeU,  Dans,  Gore,  Hor- 
sey, Hnitter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mor- 
row, Talbot,  Tut,  and  Tamnm. 


Wedrbsdat,  April  10. 

The  Senate  assembled,  and  adjourned  to  11 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tbubbday,  April  11. 

The  bill  for  settling  the  compensation  of  thft 
commissioners,  clerk,  and  translator,  of  the  board 
for  land  claims  in  the  western  district  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans^  now  State  of  LouisiaiWf 
vras  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  lots  owned  by 
the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Ignace  Cbalmet  Delino,  deceased,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  resolutions  reported  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  certain  alterations  in  the  mode  of  (rans- 
aeting  the  bosiDess  of  CoQ^ess,  were  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Talcott  Wolcott;  whereupon, 

A»ofwd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  he  granted. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  conre- 
nient  arrangement  the  times  tad  ^acss  of 
holding  the  cirenii  coarto  of  the  United  States  for 
the  districts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia," 
was  read  the  leeond  time. 

Mr.  BaowM,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 


Mit&arjf  Sarvica. 
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referied  tbe  bill,  entiUed  "An  act  maklDg  Tartber 
proTision  for  settliog  claims  to  land  in  tbe  Terri-- 
toqr  of  lUinois,**  reported  it  wttb  ftmendments } 
vhieh  were  read. 

Mr.  BaRBOO^  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
AfEaits,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled 
**MLik  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Esiabluhment  of  tbe  United  Slates, 
for  the  yeir  1816,"  reported  it  with  an  amead- 
ment;  which  was  read. 

Mr.R?aaLE8.from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  supplemental 
to  the  act,  entitled  'Ad  act  regulating' and  defin- 
iDf  the  duties  of  the  Judges  of  the  Territory  of 
Illinois,  and  for  vesting  in  the  courts  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Indiana  a  jansdietion  in  chancery  cases 
■rising  in  tbe  said  Territory,"  reported  it  with 
ameodments;  which  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  HoD<e  have  passed 
a  bill,  ealitled  "An  act  for  tbe. relief  of  Charles 
Ross  and  Samuel  Breck,  tnrriring  executors  of 
John  Rosa,  deceased a  bill,  entitted  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Hamon;"  a  hill,  entitled 
'An  set  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton}"  the 
lull,  entitled  **Aq  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  minor  children  of  Zacqaill  Morgan,  late  a 
Captain  in  the  United  Stales  Army;"  a  bill,  en- 
titled ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Manassah  Miner}** 
a  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  a  comiw- 
ny  oi  tbe  twentieth  brigade  of  Yirgipia  militia, 
commanded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Walmsley }" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
B.  Farish;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Todd;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  William  Flood a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain;"  a  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  Shaler;"abill, 
eotiiJed  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Patrick  O'Flyng, 
Abigail  O'Flyng,  and  Edmund  O'Flyng;"  a  bill, 
eatiued  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomaa  Ap 
Catesby  Jones;"  a  hill  entitled  '*An  act  to  au- 
thorize tbe  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  district  of  Jeffersonrille,  at  the  land 
office  in  said  district;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrer,  William  Young, 
William  Moseley,  and  William  Leech ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  payment  of  the  Militia 
ia  the  ease  therein  mentioned ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler;" 
B  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  payment 
for  the  eooTt-hoase  of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;"  a  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  for  the  relief  of 
Rofus  S.  Reed, and  Daniel  Dobbins;"  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company;" 
a  UU,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  commissions  of 
the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  do- 
ties,  and  to  TCTive  and  continue  in  force  *An  act 
Airttier  to  provide  for  tbe  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Asher  Palmer ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  for  tbe  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  the  coooty 
of  Clinton,  in  the  Sute  of  New  York  ;"  a  bill,  en- 
tided  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Crosby,  and 


John  Crosby,  ]□□.;'*  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Taylor  d^McNeal,  Brans  &  McNeal. 
and  Henry  and  John  McLeister;"  a  bill,  eotitleo 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  owners  of  goods 
entered  at  Hampden,  in  the  District  of  Maine a 
bill,  entitled  "An  aet  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  acts  of  the  State  or  Sonth  Carolina, 
authorizing  tbe  City  Council  of  Charleston  to  im- 
pose and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels 
from  foreign  ports,  and  to  acts  of  tbe  State  of 
Georgia,  qLUthortzing  the  imposition  and  collec- 
tion of  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  in  the 
ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  increase  the  compensations  now 
allowed  by  law  to  inspectors,  measurers,  weigh- 
ers, and  gangers,  employed  in  tbe  collection  of 
tbe  customs ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Cieneru 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia;"  also,  a  "Res- 
olution requiring  the  Secretary  of  Sute  to  com- 
pile and  print,  once  in  ever^r  two  years,  a  register 
of  alt  officers  and  agents,  civil,  military,  and  naval, 
in  the  service  of  tbe  United  Sutes;''  in  which 
bills  and  resolution  they  reqaest  the  concorreaee 
of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  thirty  bills,  and  the  resolution  last  broacfat 
up  for  concurrence,  were  read,  and  aevenlly 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  cer- 
tain claimants  to  lands  ia  the  district  of  Vinccn- 
nes,"  was  read  a  third  time^od  passed. 

The  bill  concprnins  the  District  of  Columbia 
having  been  reported  by  tbe  committee  correctly 
engrcmed,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  DAQatrr,  the  far- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  poatponad  nntil 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  concerning  tbe  entry  of  vessels  at  the 
port  of  Middletown,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  resolution  for  prlntin^^  tbe  laws  relative  to 
DatnralisatioD,  waa  rwd  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  araeDdmeata  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1616,"  baring  been  reported  hy 
tbe  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  blank  filled. 

Be$olved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr,  Laoock  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  to  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  compensation  of  the  commissioner  and 
clerk,  authorized  by  an  act,  entitled  "  An  aet  to 
authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured, or  destroyed  by  tbe  enem1^  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes," 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbisidsnt  op  tbb  Uhitbo  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  Hoiue  of 

Reprttaitativta  of  the  Vhited  Statee  .• 
With  a  view  to  the  more  eonvenient  arrsDgement 
of  the  important  and  growing  business  eoaneeted  with 
the  grant  of  exclusive  rights  to  inventors  and  anthors,  I 
teoommend  the  establishment  of  «  diitinct  office  with- 
in the  DnHUtment  of  State,  to  be  diaiged  iherewld^ 
under  a  dueota,  with  a  nlBi7  adequate  to  his  aerviesi, 
and  with  the  privilege  of  fianking  conmnnieatins 
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Iff  mail  from  ud  to  tta«  office.  Ir«ooffliii«nd,alBO, 
mtt  faitbcK  nstninU  be  impowd  on  the  ianw  of 
pttenbi  townnigfiil  deimuits,  tndfnrtber  fusrda  pro- 
vided agaiuit  firandalMit  axietioiu  of  feee  hj  penoiu 
poiwwed  (tfp«t«Bti. 

JAMES  MADIiBON. 

Aru&  11,  1816. 

The  Message  wis  read. 

Mr.  Dama  asked  and  obuiaed  leare  to  briog 
ia  a  bill  coDcerniBg  the  maritime  preeinets  of 
the  United  Suites;  and  the  bill  was  read.aBd 
pasaed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Cahpbbll  asked  and  obtained  leare  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  antborize  the  Stale  of  Tennes- 
see to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain 
entries  and  locstiona  of  lands  therein  described; 
and  the  bill  was  reed,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Prbsident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Seoreiary  for  the  Department  of  War,  exhibiiiog 
the  names  of  tbe  clerira  employed  in  the  several 
offices  attached  to  that  Department,  and  the  sams 
given  to  each  for  the  year  1815;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonuderation  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
not  making  further  provision  for  military  services 
daring  tbe  laat  war,  and  for  other  purposes,  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee ;  and  the  amendments  hav- 
ing been  disagreed  to,  the  PusiniifT'  reported 
the  lull  to  tbe  House ;  and  on  tbe  qaeslion,  "  Shall 
this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  V*  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

TsAB — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Brown,  Condit, 
Fromentio,  I^acodt*  Maoon,  Mason  trfVirfl^jjiia,  Mor> 
row,  Robert^  Rog^,  8anfi»d,  Talbot,  Tomer,  and 
WUliame. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Gaillaid,  OoId^tKHOUj^ 
Hwter,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tiebenor,  Vuntun,  and 
VcUi. 

INCREASE  OF  SALARIES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commltte  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  billprovidinff  for 
the  increase  of  tbe  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment therein  mentioned. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  to  strike  out  from 
line  37  to  line  79,  of  tbe  bill,  comprehending  all 
tbe  jodges,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  5,  naj^  20,  as  follows : 

Tbab— Messrs.  Bartmnr,  Biiry,  Maaon  ttf  Virginia, 
Tslbot,  and  Tnmar. 

Kats— Messrs.  Biovm,  Chaee,  Gondii  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  OoM^iorhi^  Rimter, 
iMOi^lMacoa,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rnntos,  Sanfiwd, 
Talfc  lliompeon,  Vamna,  Wdb,  and  WiHiama. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Prbsidbnt 
reramed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Basby  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?"  It  was  determined  in  tbe  negative — 
yeas  12,  nays  14,  as  follows : 

Taas— Messrs.  Baii7,Bn>wn,  Daggett,  Fiomentin, 
Hunter,  Laoock,  Macon,  Morrow,  Robertis  Tai^  Tur- 
ser,  and  Williams. 
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Nats — Messrs.  Birboar,  Cbace,  Condil,  Dana, 
Gaillaid,  Goldiborongh,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
MaM>n  of  Vi^ia,  Kngglee,  Sanfitfd,  Talbot,  ^lomp- 
Bon,  Vamom,  and  Wefis. 

FridaT]  April  12. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORoaoH  presented  the  petition  of 
Bernard  0'Neil,and  also  the  petition  of  Wilitam 
F.  Abbott  and  others,  praying  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
during  tbe  late  war,  as  stated  in  tbe  petitiona, 
which  were  read^  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authoriziog  tbe  pay- 
ment for  the  court-house  of  Hamilton^  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  ^yment  of 
the  militia  in  the  ease  therein  mentioned,**  was 
read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  tbe  commit- 
tee last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
supervisors  of  the  county  of  Cliaun,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  a 
company  of  the  twentieth  brinde  of  Virginia 
militia,  commanded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Waim- 
sley,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  toe  same  committee. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Patrick  0'Flynff,and  Abigail  0'Flyng,and  Kd- 
mnnd  O^Flyng,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Flood,**  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  enUtled  "An  act  for  tbe  Klief  of  Jo- 
seph Wilson,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  n- 
ferred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington 
Bridge  Company,"  was  read  the  second  tim^ 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tho- 
mas Ap  Catesby  Jones."  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ra- 
fus  S.  Reed  and  Daniel  Dobbins,"  was  read  the 
second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  eomnkittee  laat 

mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Tay- 
lor &  McNeal,  Bvaos.  &  McNeal,  and  Henry  and 
John  McLeister,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jolia 
Crosby  and  John  Crosby,  jr.,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  tbe  same  committee. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asber 
Palmer,"  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and  referred 
to  tbe  same  committee. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  tbe  sale 
of  lands  forfeited  to  the  United  States  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Jefferson  ville,  at  the  land  office  in  said 


Mcreatt  of  Stories. 


Digiltzed  by 


HISTORY  OF  G0NGEBS8. 


Apul,  1816. 


Proceeding: 


district,"  was  read  the  secood  time,  and  referred 
10  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
tireCooDcit  and  Hoose  of  Representatives  of  the 
Mississippi  Territorjr. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
Andnin,"  was  read  tbe  secood  timej  and  referred 
to  the  committee  last  mentioned.  y 

The  blU  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  com- 
misuons  now  allowed  hy  law  to  inspectors^  mea- 
surers, weighers,  aod  gaugers,  emplored  in  the 
collection  of  Ibe  castomsii^  was  '^'^  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  ao  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  lo  fix  the  commis- 
sions of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  lax  and  inter- 
nal duties,  and  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
*  An  act  farther  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
dufies  oa  imports  and  tonnage,*"  was  read  ihe 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned. 

The  lull  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  lo  an  act  of  the  (Seneral  AssemUy  of 
the  Slate  of  Ti'r^ioia,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Caoais. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  actfor  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Wheatoo,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  K  select  eomraittee}  and  Messrs.  DAaoKTT. 
SijfroRD,  and  GoLnsBOBODOB,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill  encitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Hamon,*^  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  and  minor  children  of  Zaeqoill  Morgan, 
late  a  captain  in  the  United  States'  Army,"  was 
read  the  second  tim^  and  referred  to  the  same 
committer 

The  bill  eniiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
ChvJes  Roes  and  Samuel  Breck,  sarviving  exee- 
Qtors  of  John  Ross,  deceased,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bUI  entitled  "An  act  for  the  r^ief  of  Ma- 
aassah  Miner,"  was  read  the  seeoiia  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  Committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  B.  Parish,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Todd,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  biQ  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Spbraim  Shater,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  biJI  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Farrer,  William  Young,  William  Mose- 
ity,  and  William  Leeeh,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

T^e  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Paul 
D.B  uiler,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
lo  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  acts  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lioa,  authorizing  the  City  Couucil  of  Charleston 
0  impose  and  eoUeet  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of 
e  ssds  from  foreign  ports ;  and  to  acts  of  the 


State  of  Georgia,  authorizing  the  imposition  and 
collection  of  a  doty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  in 
the  ports  of  Savannah  and  8u  Mary's,'*  was  read 
the  secOTid  time,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  entitled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of  cei^ 
'tain  owners  of  goods  entered  at  Hampden,  in  the 
District  of  Maine,"  was  read  the  second  time^  and 
refemd  to  the  same  committee. 

The  resolution  requiring  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  compile  and  print,  once  in  every  two  years,  a 
register  of  all  officers  and  agents,  civil,  military, 
and  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
was  read  (be  second  time. 

The  bill  concerning  the  maritime  precincts  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  the  9th  instant,  by  Mr.  EiHa, 
which  was  amended  and  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Jteuhedj  That  the  Senate,  in  compliance  with 
the  reaolatwn  of  the  House  of  Rei»esentatiTes  of 
the  8th  iosunt,  do  allow  the  attendance  of  the 
honorable  Nathan  Sanfobo,  a  member  of  this 
House,  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  tes- 
timony in  the  matter  under  exammation  of  the 
said  committee  concerning  the  alle^  misconduct 
of  Matthias  B.  Tallmadge,  one  of  the  jucbes  of 
the  district  court  for  the  State  of  New  xora. 

The  bill  concerning  the  District  of  Colombia, 
(authoriziDg  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  property  of  peraons 
coming  to  reside  here,)  was  read  a  third  time; 
and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass  1"  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative— yeas  13,  nayi  10,  as 
follows : 

YxAs— Messrs.  Barbonr,  Bury,  Brown,  Fionentini 
GaUlaid,  Goldsborou^  Lacocfc,  Macon,  Msson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Roberts,  Tait,  Turner,  and  Williuns. 

Ni.TB — Messrs.  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gore,  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  Mason  of  NewHampshin^  Monow,  Jto^ 
gles,  Sanford,  Talbo^  Thompson*  Tichenor,  Tannm, 
Wells,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  military  services  during  the  late  war, 
and  for  other  purposes  "  was  read  a  third  time ; 
and  on  the  question,  ''Sbali  this  bill  pass  T*  it  was 
determined  m  the  negative— yeas  12,  nays  13;  as 
follows : 

YiAs— Messis.  Barbour,  Bany,  Condit,  Fiomentin, 
Laeock,  Macon,  Morrow,  Sanfinrd,  TaBio^  Tomer, 
Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Gaillar^  Gtoldsborous^ 
Gore,  Honey,  Hunter,  Mason  of  New  Hampshus, 
Robert^  Tait,  Thompaon,  Tkhenor,  Taranm,  ai^ 
Wells. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wellb.  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  last  mentioned,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative—yeas  18,  nays 
12,  as  follows :  / 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Barry,  CampbeU,  Chace, 
Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillud,  Lacock,  Maeon,  Mason 
<tf  Virginia,  Morrow,  Bugles,  Sanford,  Talbo^  Turner, 
Wells,  Willianu.  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Mesars.  Ds^ett,  Goldsboroo^  Gen,  Hor- 
sey, Hnnter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampsbin^  Bahnrts, 
Tai^  Thompson,  Ticbenor,  and  Varanm. 
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The  question  recarriog,  "  Shalt  this  bill  pass  t" 
it  was  (leiermined  in  the  affirmatire— yeas  17, 
Days  14,  ai  follom : 

Ybai — Mewrt.  Bsrboar,  Bury,  Brown,  Cmpbell, 
Cbacs,  Condit,  Fiomentint  Laooek,  Mseon,  Mason  of 
Tiigmit,  Morrow,  Bofl^les,  Sanflird,  Talbot,  Tomer, 
WUIisnu,  and  WiUon. 

Nats — Mflssrs.  Dtgyett,  Oaiiltrd,  Goldsboroagb, 
Oon,  Honey,  Hantar,  Kiof ,  Mason  of  New  Hanp- 
stuie.  Robsili^  Tai^  Thompson,  Tichanor,  Tamnm, 
and  Wells. 

So  it  was  Xetohed,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Hr.  CuiPiBLL,  from  the  eommittee  to  wbom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regalate 
the  daties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  reported  it 
with  amendmentt,  wbieh  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tfie  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Crawford,  Frederick  Bates,  and  William  Gar- 
rard a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  authorizing^  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  LeTins;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  toe  free  importation  of 
stereotype  plates,  and  to  encoaiage  the  printing 
and  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  by 
the  Bible  Societies  within  the  United  States;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Alexander  Roxburgh a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 

Eroridiog  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the 
Iritish  fort  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Rapids,  and  for  other  parpotesy  a  Ull, 
entitled  "An  net  providing  for  Uieaale  of  the  tract 
of  land  at  the  lower  rapids  of  Sandusky  rirer;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  proTiding  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  among  the 
captors  of  the  Algerine  ressels  captured  and  re- 
stored to  ihe  Dey  of  Algiers a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the  act  proTiding  for 
the  goremment  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri;" 
a  bilf,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Dick,  William  Bruce,  and  Asa  Kitchell;"  also,  a 
bitt^  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  pension  of 
William  Monday  ;"  with  an  amendment ; — in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  They  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap* 
propi iations  for  the  support  of  Oorernment  for  the 
year  1816,"  except  thAt  which  proposes  to  insert 
m  new  seetion  to  the  bill,  to  which  they  disagree. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  last  mentioned^lsagreed  to  by 
the  House  of  Representatires.  Whereupon, 
.Resolved,  That  they  recede  therefrom. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  pension  of  Wil- 
liam Monday."  Whereupon, 
JReMolvedj  That  they  disagree  thereto. 
Mr.  Lacoce  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the 
year  1816 ;  sod  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  nine  bills  last  brought  up  for  conciurenee 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
nading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  abolish  the  existing  daties  on  spirits  dis* 
tilled  within  the  United  States,  and  to  lay  other 
duties  in  lieu  of  those  at  present  imposed  on 
licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  ton- 
ther  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  bytlie 
select  committee.  Mr.  Vabhoh  was  reqaested 
to  take  the  Chair.  ^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  to  strike  out  of 
section  4,  line  7,  the  word  Jhur,  and  insert  in  lieu  ; 
thereof  three,  it  was  determined  in  the  native—  ; 
yeas  9,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

YsAs— Messrs.  Bsrry,  Csmpbell,  Chaee,  Goldibo-  , 
rourb,  Macon,  Morrow,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Williams.  ^ 

Nats— 'Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Condit,  Dsggott,  , 
Dsns,  Fmmentin,  GaiUaid,  Gh»e,  HMtey,  Haalar,  \ 
King,  Laoodi,  Mason  of  New  Hampdiire,  Bobnti, 
Tai^  Thompson,  Tic&enort  Tomer,  Yamnm,  Velb. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Puhdsht  j 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varhvh  reported  it  , 
to  the  House,  accordingly.  And,  on  the  queslioo.  | 
"  Shall  the  amendment  be  etwrosud,  and  the  bill , 
read  a  third  time  as  ameniwd?''  it  was  deter* , 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territotf  ^ 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government aod  ' 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Unioa  ' 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Sutes," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  ; 
by  the  select  committee ;  and  the  bill  haviog  been  ' 
amended,  the  PaBSipiHT  reported  it  to  the  House, 
accordingly. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ooldsboboi7ob,  to  strike  out 
of  section  3,  lines  4  and  5,  after  the  word  "  eUe- 
tion,"  ^  and  shall  have  paid  m  county  or  tenito* 
rial  tax,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative- 
yeas  9,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

TiAs— Mesnn.  Banr,  Chaee,  GaiUard,  OaldsbO' 
rouffh,  Mftoon,  Talbot,  Tomer,  Vamom,  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Cam]^^  Gondii, 
Fromentin,  Hoisey,  Honter,  Mason  of  ffew  Hamp- 
shire, Morrow,  Roberts,  Buggies,  Tait,  and  Tichenor. 

The  amendments  having  been  concurred  in, 
on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed?" it  was  determined  in  the  aflSrmative. 

Satdkdat,  April  13. 
Mr.  Gosa  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Upton  and  Thomas  Adams,  praying  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  payment  of  certain  bonds  given 
for  duties  on  the  goods  found  in  the  stores  at  Cu- 
tine,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts^  upon  the 
re-occupation  of  that  place  by  the  United  States, 
under  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion; which  was  read,  ana  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

Mr.  Babbodb.  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  and  Abwail 
O'Flyng,  and  Edmund  OTlyng,**  reported  it 
without  amendment. 
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Mr.  BbowNj  from  the  eommittee  to  whom  wu 
referred  the  bill,  entidtd  "Ad  act  authorizing  the 
Proideat  of  the  United  Sutes  to  teue  the  Sa- 
line, Bcmr  the  Wabash  rirer,  for  a  term  not  ex- 
eeeding  seTen  years,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ButBODB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  (he  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Wash- 
iogtoD  Bridge  Company,"  reported  it  with  an 
ameDdroent,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Babboub,  from  the  same  eommittee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Flood,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Babbodb,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
vhom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mt.  BABBom,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  UU  for  the  relief  of  a  com- 
jmnj  of  the  20th  brinde  of  Yti^Dia  militia,  com- 
Biuded  hy  Captain  Jooathan  Walmsley ,"  report- 
ed it.wilhoat  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbodb,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  aa- 
tborizinff  the  [nyment  for  tbe  county  court-bouse 
of  HamutOQ,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  reported  it 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Babbodb,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
vhom  w»  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  superrisors  of  the  county  of 
Clintcm,  in  the  State  of  New  York,"  reported  it 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Dasqbtt,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
BeC  of  the  widow  and  minor  children  of  Zacquill 
Morgao,  late  a  captain  in  the  United  Stales' 
Atmf,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Dacobtt,  from  the  same  eommittee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  eatitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendmeBt. 

Mr.  Daoqbtt,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  -'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrer,  William  Young. 
William  Moseley,  and  William  Leech,"  reported 
it  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  DAoarrr,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
tbe  relief  of  William  Hamoo,"  reported  it  with- 
out BmeDdmeBt. 

Mr.  Daoobtt,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
tbe  relief  of  Charies  Ross  and  Samuel  Breck, 
sturririDg  exeeatorsof  John  Ron,  deeeaaed,"  re- 
ported it  with  mDcndment^  whica  were  read. 

Mr.  Daoostt,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bilL  entitled  '*Ad  act  for  the  re- 
Uef  of  Manasaah  Miner,"  reported  It  with  an 
amendmcmt,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Daoobtt,  from  ^  the  same  eommittee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
tbe  relief  of  Paal  D.  Butler,"  reported  it  with  ao 
amendment,  whictk  was  read, 
lit.  Daoobtt,  from  the  same  comoiittee,  to 
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whom  was  referred  the  hilt,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Bpbratm  Shaler,"  reported  it  with- 
out ameiidmeni. 

Oo  motioD  by  Mr.  Babbour.  the  Committee  on 
MilitaryAffitits,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti* 
tion  of  William  and  Robert  Patterson,  of  Miti- 
more,  were  discharged  from  the  Hirther  considera- 
tion thereof. 

Tbe  Pbesidbnt  communicated  the  memorial 
of  Joseph  Noorse,  Register  of  tbe  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  praying  an  increase  of  compensa- 
tion, as  slated  in  the  memorial,  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  tbe  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  12th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaion,"  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Tenneitsee  to  Issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of  land* 
therein  described,"  waa  read  the  aecond  tira^  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  oif  the 
LegislatiTe  Cooneil  and  House  of  Represcnta- 
tires  of  the  Missisnppi  Territory. 

The  bill  nuking  rnrther  appropriations  Cot  the 
year  1616.  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  to  alter  certain  parts 
of  tbe  actjiroTidingfor  the  government  of  the 
Missouri  Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  lo'a  select  committee;  and  Messrs. 
MoBBOw,  RuoaLBS,  and  Maboh  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, were  appointed  the  eommittee. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  tbe  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  Lerins,"  waa 
read  the  second  time^  and  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  providing  for  the  dis- 
tribotion  of  one  hundred  thousand  doltars  among 
the  captws  of  the  Atgerioe  vessels  captured  ana 
restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers^"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  tbe  eommittee  laat 
mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Cniwford,  Frederick  Bates,  and  William 
Qarrard,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  <^  the  Legie* 
lative  Cooneil  and  House  of  Reprcsentativa  of 
tbe  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  providiog  for  the 
sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  Lower  Rapids  of 
Sandusky  river,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  providing  for  the 
sale  of  a  tract  of  land  at  the  British  fort  at  the 
Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  ibe  same  eommiticet 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  tbe  relief  of 
Samuel  Dick,  William  Bniee,  aad  Asa  Kitehell," 
was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Alexander  Roxburgh,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  tbe  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton,"  to  consider  nnd 
report  ihcreon. ' 
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The  bill,  eotitled  "Ad  act  for  the  free  importa- 
tion of  slereotype  i^tes,  and  lo  eoeouraie  the 
priotioff  and  graiuitoas  distribution  of  the  Scrip- 
tures by  the  Bible  Societies  within  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  aod  referred 
10  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  nniform 
NationalCarrencjr,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  eotitled  ''An  act 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to 
form  a  constitntloo  and  State  gorernment,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  eqoal  footing  with  the  original  States," 
bariDg  been  reported  bjr  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Baoived,  That  tbi»  bill  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  amendmest  to  the  bUIi  entitled  "An  aet  to 
abolish  the  existi^  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  to  lay  other  duties 
in  lieu  of  tbose  at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to 
distillers  of  spihtaous  liquors,"  baTiog  been  re- 

Eorted  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
111  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  issuing  of  a  grant  to  Major  General  Jackson 
for  a  tract  of  land ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  '*An  act  antborizinff  the  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  Treasury  to  cancel  ecrtam  export  bonds 
excented  by  Caspar  C.  Sehuttej"  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  aet  confirming  the  titles  of  certain JporcfaBs- 
ers  of  land  who  purchased  from  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Yineennes  University,"  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  ofToong 
King,  a  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  aet  graottDg  to  Amos  Spafford 
the  right  of  pre-emption a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop  of  war 
Levant,"  a  bill,  eotitled  "An  act  coocerniog 
Pharaoh  Farrow  and  others,"  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children 
of  Cbaries  Dolph,  deceased;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  John  T.  Courtney  and  Samuel  Harrison,  or 
theif  1^1  representatim;"  and  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Levanx  Tru- 
dean;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "Ah  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  cer- 
tain accounts  against  the  Library  of  Congress, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  tbey  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Eienate. 

The  ten  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  sererally  pasaed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  of  the  bUl,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage^" 
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together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee,  be  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideration  df  the  joint  resolution 
directing  medals  to  be  struck,  ano,  together  with 
the  ihanks  of  Congress,  presented  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Harrison  and  Governor  Shelby,  and  for  other 
purposes. — Mr.  Vasroh  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair.  ^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacocx,  to  amend  the  res-  , 
olution  by  strikinjr  out  therefrom  "  Major  General  j 
William  Henry  Harriaon,"  it  was  determined  in  , 
the  affirmative — yeas  13,  nays  11,  as  follows:  t 

YxAs — MesKTs.  Dsns,  Gaillard,  Gore,  Hunter,  Kins,  ) 
Laeock,  Mason  of  New  Hampshiie,  Roberta,  Tait,  i 
Thompson,  Ticbenor,  Turner,  and  Yainnm.  ( 

Nats— Messrs.  BariMur,  Barry,  CondU,  Borseji  i 
Macon.  Morrow,  Boggles,  Talbot,  Walls,  WiUiama, 
and  Wilson. 

The  resolution  having  been  amended,  on  mo-  i 
tion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  consideration  t 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next.  i 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tfae  i 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolatton  t 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  to  ad-  ' 
journ  ibeir  respective  Houses  oo  the  22d  day  of  ' 
April,  1816,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  the  far- 
ther coosideration  thareorwas  postponed  until  ' 
Saturday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "Ad 
act  for  organizing  the  general  staff,  and  making 
further  provisioa  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  aod  the  bill  having  been  amended  the 
FaBsinENT  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly  ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  coa- 
sideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mondtty 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  liquidation  of  certain  ctaims  and  for 
other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amendmente 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Peebidbiit  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  Robuits,  to  concur  ta  (be 
first  amendment  proposed,  as  amended  as  foUom : 

"  Section  1,  line  7,  after  '  casoalfy,'  Inaert  *  and  in 
all  cases  where  officers  or  agents  irf  Om  militia,  wb»- 
tlier  in  the  line  or  sta$  may  have  acooonta  to  aattle 
with  the  GoTemment  of  the  United  States,  and  dift- 
cnltiea  shall  'arise  under  existing  laws  from  loaa 
Toudiers,  or  from  unavoidable  casualty." 

It  was  determined  in  the  oegative~yeas  9,  nays 
18,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barboor,  Barry,  Brown,  Froraentin, 
Laco^  Morrow,  Roberts,  Talbot,  and  Williams. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit,  Dsgget^ 
Dans,  Oaillard,  Gore,  HorMy,  King,  Macon,  Mason 
of  New  Hampshire,  Raggles,  Sauford,  Tait,  Thompson, 
Ticbenor,  Tomer,  and  Yarntun. 

The  other  amendments  baring  been  concurred 
in,  on  the  qoeition  "Shall  the  amendments  be 
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engnnsed,  and  the  btBretda  third  timeas  amend- 
ed   it  was  dQtennioed  Id  the  oeitatiTe. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

Tb*  SeiMte  renmed,  u  In  Committn  of  the 
irhole,  the  eonsidemtioD  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
aet  snppleineiiiaiy  to  the  aet  to  prortde  additional 
roTcniies  for  dttfnjing  the  expeoses  of  Gorero- 
ment,and  nutiotaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
a  diteet  tax  opoa  the  United  States,  and  to  pro- 
nde  for  acsesatng  and  collecting  the  same,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  bjr 
the  select  committee ;  and  the  amendnenls  har- 
t9ff  been  afrreed  to,  the  PaBsinBirr  reported  the 
bill  to  the  HoQse  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  followine 
tmendment  proposed.— Add  to  the  end  of  the  bill 
tke  foUowing  section : 

"  8ic.  — .  Provided  ahoaya  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
Tbst  the  eqnalbation  and  apportionmeat  of  the  direct 
Ikz  made  in  the  year  1816,  by  Ae  board  of  prindpel 
Mseaaon  Ar  the  6tate  of  Delawaxe.  in  TiitW  tbe  be- 
fim  leeiled  act,  aidded  "An  act,  to  prondo  sdditiousl 
MTOB—s  fbr  defraying  the  ezpensei  ofCtoremmeat 
md  ■Mf«*-iiwi*ff  the  pahlie  ciedit  Uying  s  direct 
tai  apoB  the  United  Stales,  and  to  provide  for  the  as* 
MBBg  mi  ocrflecting  the  same,"  shall  not  be  in  force 
<r  haTe  any  eflect  as  it  relates  to  thst  State's  qoota  of 
lbs  direct  tax  imposed  by  the  act  of  Congrew  pasted 
the  fifib  day  of  Harcb,  1816,  or  that  Bhall  be  imposed 
by  any  snbseqnent  act  of  CoogreM ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
of  the  aaid  board  of  principal  anesBors  again  to 
eaavene  in  general  meeting,  on  the  — -  day  of 

aezt,  at  in  the  sud  State,  and  ttien  and  there 

ffigenify  and  carefolty  re-eondder  and  re.exainine  the 
Hrmal  lists  of  valoation  for  the  direct  tax  fbr  the  said 
State,  for  the  year  1814,  and  tbey  ihall  have  power  to 
mise,  alter,  re-adjnst,  and  eqoalize  the  sereral  fists  of 
tihiation  idineraid  for  the  coanties  of  the  said  State 
nneOivaly,  by  adding  thereto  or  deducting  therefrom 
MA  a  rate  fet  centum  aa  riiall  render  the  Taloatioa 
of  tha  sdd  eoantiea  relstively  equal,  aeeording  to  the 
piiiil  aelaal  mdr-money  rdue  of  the  {nrapnty  ee> 
•Maedandeontainedin  the  said  lists  of  Tslnatkni;  and 
AaH  themapon  appottiaQ  to  each  county  in  the  said 
Etete,  a  quota  of  the  tax,  bearing  the  same  pr(^rtion 
1*  the  whole  direct  tax  imposed  on  the  State,  as  the 
Vgragate  Taloatian  of  each  county  bears  to  the  aggre- 
gate -valuation  of  the  State ;  and  Uie  yaluation,  eqoal- 
izaUon,  and  apportionment  ao  made  by  the  board  of 
priactj^  sswsaoia  aibiesaid,  shall  be  in  full  force  and 
operation,  and  ronain  unchanged,  subject  only  to  the 
ex»ptiona  contained  in  the  first  section  of  this  act; 
lod  the  ssid  board  of  principal  assessors  shall,  within 
twenty  days  after  their  meeting  as  hereinbefore  directed, 
complete  the  ssid  rension,  equalisation,  and  apportion- 
aent,  and  shall  record  the  same,  and  in  all  respects 
not  herein  otherwise  &ected,  shall  conform  to  the 
{aorisiona  contained  in  the  act  in  this  section  first- 
ibowe  recited :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmattre — yeas  16, 
■ays  6,  as  follows : 

YxAm — Measis.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
QaiUard,  Gere,  Heis^,  Hunter,  King,  Morrow,  Rug- 
|ks^  SanArd,  Tdbet,  Thompsen,  Wells,  asid  Williams. 

Nara  Mman.  CondH,  Maeon,  Ham  at  New 
Haapahire,  Roberts,  Turner,  and  Tainam. 

The  amoidmtBts  hmriog  been  eoncnrred  in, . 


on  the  qaestion  "  Shall  the  ameadmeots  be  en- 

Jrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  V*  it  waa 
etermloed  In  the  aflSrmative. 


MoHDAT,  April  15. 
Mr.  Tait,  from  iheCommittee  on  Naral  Affurff 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  aet 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  Catasby  Jones,"  re- 
ported it  witboBt  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Rufua  8.  Reed  and  Daniel  Dobbins,"  re- 
ported it  without  ameodmelit 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Asher  Palmer,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  wbbm 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Crosby  and  John  Crosby,  jr."  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Taff,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aii  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Taylor  and  McNeal,  Bran  and  Meffealj 
and  Henry  and  John  McLeister,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Daooitt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  owners  of  goods  entered  at  Hamp- 
den, in  the  District  of  MaTne,**  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Ur.  MoBJtow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  GteDeral 
Assembly  of  Virginia  therein  named,"  reported 
it  withoot  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mobbow, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  relates  to  roadd  and  eaoab,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
18tb  of  March,  iostruciiag  them  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  laying  out  a  national  or  mili- 
tary road  from  the  town  of  WaBbiogtoo,io  Peon- 
sylvania,  to  Sandasky  Bay;  and  llie  resolatioft 
of  the  1st  instant  instructing  them  to  toqoire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizmg  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  sobsoribe  GAy  thousand  dollars 
to  the  Oreat  Coastwise  Canal  and  Rirer  Nariga* 
tioo  Company;  and  also  the  memorial  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Directors  of  the  Middlesex  Canal,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  be  respectively  dis* 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  eatitled  "An  aet 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  proride  additional 
rerenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Oorern- 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  pro- 
ride  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  sam^"  ubt- 
ing  been  reported  by  the  committee  oorreetly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  WM  read  a  tbird  time  as  amended, 
and  the  hlauks  were  filled. 

Ruolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  anoeodments. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  eonsider  the  amend- 
raenta  of  the  Home  of  RapKsenuUves.  to  the  bill» 
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•olitled  "Ao  met  proridiDc  for  the  Mttlemeot  of 
ccEtaia  accounts  agaiDit  toe  Library  of  CoocreB*. 
and  for  establishiog  the  salary  of  the  Librarian." 
Whereupon, 

JUtolved,  That  they  concor  therein,  aod  that 
the  title  be  amended  by  ioseriiog  after  the  word 
"  Congress,"  "  for  extending  the  privilege  of  using 
the  books  therein." 

Mr.  RoBBBTe,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bili,  entitled  "Ad  act  direclin|[ 
the  disebargeofEbeoezerKeeler  and  John  Francis 
from  im(»iranmcntj"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authoriztDg  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  to  cancel  certain  export 
bonds  executed  by  Caspar  C.  Scbutlle,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  an  Dniform  National  Currency. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  ofToang 
King,  a  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indius,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  refemd  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  A&irs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  H,  Boyle,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  tbe  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Leranx  Trodeau,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  confirmins  the  titles 
of  certain  purchasers  of  land  who  purehased  from 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  tbe  Vioceones  Univer- 
sity,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refenred  to 
the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  Amos 
Bp&rd  the  right  of  pre*emption,"  was  read  the 
aeeond  time,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  tbe  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  T.  Courtney 
and  Samuel  Harrison,  or  their  legal  reprewnta- 
tiveV*  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  rewarding  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  Constitution  for  the  capture  of 
the  British  sloop-of-war  Lerant,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  Pharaoh 
Farrow  and  others,"  was  read  tbe  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  tbe 
widow  and  children  of  Charles  Dolph,  deceased," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Daqqitt,  Sanfobd,  and  QouwBOBOUcn,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  RoBsnn  presented  the  memorial  of  Rob- 
ert Wain  and  others,  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  Congress  to  except  from 
the  opcruioo  of  the  new  uriff  certain  cotton 
goods  as  shall  be  imported  from  India  under  ctt- 
tain  circumstances,  as  stated  in  tbe  memorial ; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  QoRB  presented  the  petition  of  Levi  T bai- 
ter sod  others,  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  its  ri- 
cinity,  praying  that  the  imporMtion  of  sheep's 
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woo)  may  be  free  of  duly,  for  reasona  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  km. 

Bir.  Kino  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Commonalty^  of  the  city  of  Neir 
York,  in  Common  Cotucil  convened,  prayioff 
Congress  to  repeal  the  present  duty  on  coal,  and 
leave  the  article  free  from  taxation  altogether,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Cahpbbli<,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the 
commissions  of  tbe  collectors  of  the  direct  tax 
and  internal  duties,  and  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  "An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  toBnage^**  reported  U 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Cahpbbli.,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  compensations  now  allowed  by  law 
to  inspectors,  measurers^  weighers,  and  gannrs, 
employed  in  the  coUeetton  of  the  cnsioau,"  re- 
ported it  witbont  amendment. 

Mr.  Cahpbbll,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  free  importation  of  stereotype  plates,  and  to 
encourage  the  printing  and  gratuitoos  distribv- 
lion  of  the  Scriptures  by  the  BiUe  Socieliee 
within  tbe  United  States,*'  reported  tt  withont 
amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currencfi 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Harman 
Hendricks,  of  New  York,  were  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  thereof,  and  the  peti- 
tioner had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
papers. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Hamilton a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemenury 
to  the  act  passed  the  30th  of  March,  1803,  to  rqg-, 
ulaie  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribci 
and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontierB;"a  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  act  providing  for  the  tale  of  certain 
lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  formerly  set  apart  for 
refugees  from  Canada  and  Nora  Scotia ;"  also  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  gradual  increase  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States;"  and  a  "Resola- 
tion  to  indemnify  Jabez  Mowry  and  others in 
which  bills  and  resolution  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  tbe  Senate. 

The  four  bills  and  resolution  last  brought  up 
for  concurrence  were  read,  and  severally  paasea 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.DAOOBTT,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  bill,  eiUitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief o{  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Roxburgh,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  passing  to  a  third  reading  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  liquidation  of  eeruin  claims,  end 
for  other  purposes,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  11,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Qiace,  Dana,  La- 
cock.  Morrow,  Hobstts,  Ron^M,  Talbot,  TmiMr,  sod 
WiUiams. 

NAT»-|lsisis.  BrawB,  CaapMl^  Cendit,  Dsggett, 
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Oafflnd,  Ooi*»  Hcnw,  Hmter,  Kinf,  Maeen,  Mwni 
of  ir«ir  HawpiUn^  BuM,  Tu^  ^Aa^wu,  Ticfa*- 
Bor,  Vanimn,  WeDi,  and  Wilwn- 

Od  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts, 

jRevglved,  That  the  Message  of  the  Prerideot 
•f  the  United  Stales  of  the  illh  instant,  recom- 
mendiog  the  establnhment  of  a  distinet  office 
within  the  OepBTtment  of  State,  to  be  charged 
with  the  bosiaess  eooneeted  with  the  grant  of 
ezelwiTe  rights  to  inreBtors  and  aathors,  be  re- 
ferred 10  a  select  committee,  to  eonuder  ud  re- 
pott  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Rohbti^  Hacon,  and 
Kna,  be  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatires 
iaformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
•  KMrfotioB  that  the  President  of  the  Senate 
»d  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepieseDtatiTes  be 
Hlhorucd  to  eloae  thia  aeasioa  ny  the  adjourn- 
mant  oT  their  reapeedn  Houses,  on  Batnrdajr  the 
20th  day  of  April  instant;  i«  wliieh  they  request 
the  eooearraice  of  the  SepatsL 

The  Seasta  resraed,  as  in  Comnittea  of  the 
WM*t  the  eenstderatiiHi  of  the  biU,  entitled  "An 
Mt  fo  regulate  the  duties  en  imperii  and  ton- 
nage** together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thveto  by  the  select  committee;  and  Mr.  Tar- 
xim  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

On  tba  qncstioD  lo  agree  to  the  following  pro- 
posed amendments,  to  wil : 

"lone  18(^  strike  oat  the  whole  line.  Ziine  181, 
ttnka  Mt  the  whole  Une,  except  Madura.*' 

It  WW  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  15, 
naysl4|  as  follows: 

Tba»— Masfik  Barboar,  Chaee,  Daggett,  Fiomen- 
tin,  GsiOaid,  Goldsboroogh,  Gore,  Honey,  Hnnter, 
Sin^  Mason  ef  New  Haiapshira,  Banfcid,  TidMnor, 
Vara  am,  and  Wells. 

Jf^Ts — Messrs.  Bany,  Brown,  Campbell,  Condit, 
Vntm,  Macon,  Monow,  Roberts,  Buggies,  Talbot, 
Thompaoo,  Tomer,  WiUiams,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  amodadf  on  awtiM,  iha 
SeMta  a^ufaed. 

TtwaoAT,  April  16. 

Air.  Bbovh,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  memorial  of  ibe  Leglsl^re  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Tercitoiy,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  confirming  the  titles  of  certain 
par«hasets  of  land  who  porebaaad  from  the  Board 
of  Tntsices  for  the  Yiaceones  University,"  re- 
ported it  withooi  amendment. 

Mr.  Bkowm,  froaa  (ha  sanu  unmittot,  to  whom 
wna  feferrcd  the  biU,  entitled  "An  act  to  auibM- 
ina  th«  sale  of  laDisfocfeited  to  the  United  States 
in  Che  dirtriet  of  JcArsonviUe,  at  the  land  ofliae 
in  said  disuiet,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mx.  Baown,  Irom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for 
the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  lower  mpids  of 
the  Snodosky  riTer,**  Nported  it  without  amead- 
aeat. 

Mr.  Bao  WM ,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  British  fort 
14th  Cov.  IstSxss^ll 


at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  the  raj^ 
ids,  and  for  other  purposes,"  leported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  BBowNjfrom  Ibe  same  committee,  to  wboaa 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  r^ 
lief  of  Samuel  Dies,  William  Bmce,  and  Asa 
Kitehell,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Baowif ,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  refisrred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  H.  Boyle,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Browh,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
wasrderred  the  bill,  entitled  "Avaet  graotiag 
to  Amos  Spaffiird  the  right  of  pre-emptioa,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendmoaL 

Mr.BBOwii,fron  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
ma  refiBrred  the  bill,  catitled  "An  act  for  ^e  fop 
lief  of  Cbaries  Levaox  Trudean,"  reported  it 
with  aa  amendmoit }  which  waa  read. 

Mr.  Bbown,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  tlie  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  tor  the  re* 
lief  of  William  Cnwford.  Frederick  Bvlea,  aad 
William  Qarrard,"  reportea  it  with  araendoaesto; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  ftom  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'Aa 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  moaey 
to  John  T.  Courtney  and  Samuel  Harrtsoo,  or 
their  legal  represeaiaiives,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  rewarding 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Constitntioa  (or  the 
ensure  of  the  sloops-war  Levantf"  reported  it 
without  ameedmcat. 

Mr.  Tatp,  from  the  sane  eonmiitee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bilK  entitled  **An  aat  eonaem- 
iog  Pharaoh  Farrow,^  reported  it  without  amend- 
menL 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  eomimttee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
for  the  diatribntioB  <Mf  one  hoadred  thonmad  dot 
lars  among  the  eaptora  of  the  Algerine  veaaels 
captured  and  restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiera,  re- 
ported it  vritboul  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  rrferred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  anthoriaing 
tbe  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  Levins,^ 
reported  it  without  aaendmenL 

Mr.  Daooett,  from  the  eonunittee  to  whom 
the  Bubjeet  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
crease  the  salary  of  the  Regisier  of  the  Treasury, 
and  10  allow  him  a  eompeaaation  for  his  agency 
in  couicrsigBiog  and  issaing  Treasury  notes: 
aad  the  btU  wna  raadt  and  paaasd  to  the  aeoood 
reading. 

Mr.  DAoarrr,  from  the  oommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "Aa  Ml  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  widow  and  children  of  Cbaries  Dvlpb, 
deceased,"  reported  it  without  amendmeDt. 

Mr.  Babbodr,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
AffiUrs,  to  whom  was  referred  Ihe  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Young  King,  a  chief  of 
the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians,"  reported  it  without 
amendmenL 

Mr.  DAflasTT,  from  the  eenmiltct  to  whoa 
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was  referred  the  bill  entiiled  '*An  act  deolaring 
the  assent  of  Coogrm  to  acts  of  the  State  of 
Soath  Caroliaa,  authorizing  the  City  Connctl  of 
CharlestOQ  to  impose  aod  collect  a  duty  on  the 
tonnage  of  ressels  from  foreign  ports,  aod  to  acts 
of  the  State  of  Qeorgia,  autnonziog  the  imposi- 
tioD  and  collection  oi  a  duty  on  tonnage  of  res- 
a«ls  in  the  ports  of  SaTaooah  aod  St.  Mary  V' 
morMd  it  with  an  BmradmeDt ;  which  was  read. 

The  bill  to  aolhoriza  the  fuuiog  of  a  grant  to 
Muor  Oeoeral  Andrew  JaekBoa  for  a  tract  of 
laM,  WBf  read  the  second  time. 

The  retolotian  last  brought  np  for  eonenrreace 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
'  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wilbok, 

Kanlved,  That  the  resolution  rei^uirlng  the 
Secretary  of  Slate  to  compile  and  print  once  in 
«Tery  two  years,  a  regi&ter  of  all  officers  and 
ageots,  civil,  military,  and  naral,  in  the  service 
of  the  (Jolted  Sutes,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Wilbok,  Haooh,  and 
SAMroRD.  be  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  passed  the  30th  of  March,  1802,  lo  regulate 
(lade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribu.  and 
to  preaerre  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  was  read  the 
aeeond  (line,  and  leferred  to  a  select  committee. 
Mwsra.  BIobbow,  YABHuii,'^nd  Babbt,  were 
appoiated  the  eommtttee. 

The  resolution  to  mdemiiifjr  Jabez  Mowry,  and 
others,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  gradual  in* 
crease  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  sale 
of  certain  lands  io  the  State  of  Ohio  formerly  set 
«Mrc  for  the  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova 
CkMia,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
40  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
fatare  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eli- 
zabeth Hamilton,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and 
xelSerred  to  the  Cnnmittee  on  Military  Affiiirs. 

A  UBiage  ftom  the  Honse  of  Representtitives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  esublish  post  roads a 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  supfdemeDtary  to  an  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  granting  boaoties  io  lands  and  ex- 
tta  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volunteers a  hilt, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  John  P.  Max- 
well and  Hugh  H.  MaxweU}"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  the  currency  within  the  United 
States  of  the  gold  aod  silver  coins  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns 
.  of  France,  and  five  franc  pieces;"  a  bill  entitled 
^Att  act  for  the  coofirmauon  of  certain  claims  to 
land  in  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
tsiaoa a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
appointmeat  of  a  snrrej^or  of  the  public  lands  ia 
cne  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Blissoari also,  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  filing  the  eeimnaaiion  of 
Che  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
HooM  of  RepreicntatiTea,  and  making  a  tempo- 


rary prorisioD  for  the  clerks  employed  in  their 
offices;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Stioate. 

They  have  passed  the  bill  which  originated  io 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  late 
officers  aod  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Wasp," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate }  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Wilson,"  with 
anendmenti,  in  which  they  request  the  eoncar- 
renee  of  the  Senate;  alio,  the  oill  entitled  "An 
act  farther  supplementary  to  the  acl  entitled  'As 
aet  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory," with  amendments,  in  which  they  reqoeit 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  seven  bills  last  brought  up  for  concur- 
rence were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbbidbmt  of  the  United  Statbs: 
7b  the  Senate  and  HotUe  of 

Repreaentativea  of  the  United  SteUes 

I  Isy  before  Congress  copies  of  a  conventioD  coo- 
dnded  between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  on  the  second  day  of  Mardi  last,  as  the  same 
has  been  duly  ratiAed  and  {melaimed.  And  I  recom- 
mend that  aneh  provision  m  made  by  Congress  as  the 
stipulations  therein  contained  msv  require. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Apbil  16,  1816. 

The  Message  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eotitled  "An 
aet  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  aod  ton- 
nage;" and  Mr.  Varndh  was  requested  to  take 

the  Chair. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  Robebts,  to  strike  out  of 
lioe  130,  "forty-five,"  it  was  determined  ia  the 
negative — yeas  14,  nays  18,  as  Ibllowss 

TzAS — Messrs.  Bsny,  Brown,  Campb«U,  Ch&ce, 
Condit.  Fromeotin,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Rotwrts,  Bug- 
gies, Sanlivd,  Talbot,  Tiehenw,  and  Wilsoai. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gailhvd, 
Goldsborough,  Oore,  Haiper,  Horwv^  Hunter,  King, 
Macoo,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Tait,  Thmopson, 
Turner,  Vamum,  Wetis,  and  Williuns. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  to  insert  at  tbe  end 
of  lioe  146,  *'and  all  other  materials,"  it  was  de- 
termioed  in  the  negative— yeas  IL,  nays  20,  as 
follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Fro- 
mentin,  Lacock,  Roberts,  Rogglesr  Talbot,  Williams, 
and  Wilson. 

Nats— Meisri.  Baiboor,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gi91ard, 
OoMidmnragh,  Ow,  Harper,  Honey,  Hunter,  King, 
Macon,  Masm  of  Now  ammpMn,  Morrow,  SanAno, 
Tait,  Thomp«>D,  Tiehenor,  Tomer,  Vsmon,  and 
WeUs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mabon,  of  New  Hamp* 
shire,  the  iurtha-  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  EdwBrd 
Wilson."  Whereapon, 

JReeotvedi  That  they  eonetu  therein. 
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The -Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
nmts  to  the  bill  eotitled  "Aa  act  respeetiog  the 
J«te  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop-of-war  Wasp." 
Whereupon, 

Seaolvedf  That  tfaey  concur  therein. 

The  Seoate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameod- 
ments  of  the  House  of  RepreseDtatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "Aa  act  farther  supplemeDtary^  to  the  act 
entitled  'An  act  proridiog  for  the  indemoifieatioa 
of  certain  claimants  of  public  lauds  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory."  Whereupon, 

Jt^ohedf  That  thev  concur  therein. 

Mr.  Bbown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the 
pec^e  of  ihe  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitnlion  and  State  gorernment,  and  for  the  ad- 
miaaioa  of  sneh  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
fooling  with  the  originai  States,"  reported  it 
without  amendment.  He  also  made  a  report  on 
Um  sabjeet ;  which  was  read. 

The  hill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  post 
roads,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  13th  of  December,  Ihe  peti- 
tion of  John  Duckworth  and  others. 


WEDHE8DA.r,  April,  17. 
A  ooessagefrom  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Moses 
Ttimpr;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Maoac,"  a  bilh  entitled  "An  act  to  ath- 
thorize  the  building  of  three  light-hooaea,  viz: 
one  on  Race  Point,  one  on  Poiot  Gammon,  and 
one  OB  the  island  of  Petite  Manon,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  rebuilding  light-houses, 
and  for  completing  the  plan  of  luting  them  ac- 
oording  to  the  improTements  of  Winaiew Lewis; 
for  x^aeiae  beacons  and  buoys ;  for  preserring 
Litue  GolT  Island ;  and  for  anrreying  the  coast 
x)S  the  United  States in  which  bills  they  request 
the  eoneurrcaee  of  the  Senate^ 

The  (bur  bills  last  brought  up  for  umeurreoee 
were  lead,  and  sererally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Daha,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
from  the  Honse  of  Represeatalires  to  indemnify 
Jabez  Mowry  and  others,  repeated  ilwith  amen«- 
ments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Navat  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  (be  gradual  increase  of  the  Nary  of  the 
United  States^"  reported  it  with  an  amendment, 
whieh  waa  read. 

Hr.  Daoobtt,  from  the  oMnmittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  forfbe  re- 
liefer Charles  Todd,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Daoobtt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thome*  B.  Farrish,^  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  R<m»tTS,th«  comnutteeto 


Senate. 


whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  James  Mil- 
nor,  in  behalf  of  the  American  Conreotion  for 
promoting  tbeabolition  of  Slareryweredisc  barged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compen- 
sation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Represeotaiires,  and  making  a 
temporary  provision  for  the  clerks  employed  in 
their  offices,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  j  and  Messrs.  Williams,  Laoock, 
and  Maoon,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  loan 
act,  entitled  'An  act  granting  bounties  in  lands 
ami  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volunteers," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill^  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  cur- 
rency within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain, 
and  the  crowns  of  France,  and  five  iranc  pieces," 
was  read  the  second  tim^  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of 
John  P.  Maxwell,  and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  confirmation 
of  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  western  district  of 
tlte  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  a  aurnjor  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Territories  of  Illinou  and  Missouri,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatires  to  a^ourn  their  respective  Houses  on  the 
30th  day  of  April  instant,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 
Mr.  Vabhdm  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BABeoua  moved  to  strike  out  of  line  thirty- 
one  "  five/'  and  on  his  motion,  it  wa&-  agreed  to 
take  the  question  by  yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Habpes,  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  the 
first  day  of  August  nextJt  was  determined  in  the 
negative—yeas  3,  nays  27,  as  follows : 

Teas— MessH.  Gddsborongh,  Harper,  aod  Maoon. 

Nats — Messis.  Barbour,  Barn,  Brown,  Oampbdl, 
Chace,  Coadit^  Daggett,  Dana,  FromeBtio.  GailUid* 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King.  Lscock,  Morrow,  Rob- 
erts, Boggles,  Saaibrd,  Talbot,  Tait,  ThompMu,  Tioh- 
enor.  Toraw,  Varnnm,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  by  Mr. 
Bahbodb,  to  strike  out  of  line  thirtyone,  "  fire," 
tondvce  the  duty  onwooUeft  BunufMtvnifhMB 
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tweoty-fiTe  to  twenty  per  cent,  ad  Talorem,  it  was 
deteriDiDed  in  the  Degatire— yeas  9,  nays  20,  as 
follows : 

TxAB— Messrs.  Barbour,  Campbelt,  Gaillard,  Golds- 
boroogh,  Harper,  Macon,  Roberta,  Tait,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Dag' 
gett,  Dana,  Gore,  Horaey,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Mor- 
row, Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor, 
Vamum,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbocr,  to  strike  out  of 
line  thirty-six  and  thirty-seven,  "nineteen,"  and 
insert  io  lieu  thereof  "seventeen,"  to  limit  the 
maximum  duty  on  woollen  manufactures  lo  one, 
instead  of  three  years,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  9,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

Ybab — MeBsrs.  Barbour,  Campbell,  Gaillard,  Golds- 
borough,  Macon,  Roberta,  Tait,  Turner,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Mesirs.  Barry,  Brown,  Cbace,  Condtt,  Dag- 
gett, Dant»  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  La- 
oock.  Morrow,  Roggles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Thompson, 
llchenorf  Tamnm,  and  Wells. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  to  strike  out  of  line 
one  hundred  and  forty-foar  "twenty,"  and  insert 
la  Ueo  thereof  "  twelve  and  a  half,"  with  a  view 
to  reduce  the  duty  on  salt  per  bushel  seren  and 
an  half  cents,  it  was  determined  in  the  negaiive— 
yeta  13,  nays  15,  at  follows : 

Tba»— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Goldflborough,  Hunter,  Macon,  Roberts,  Tait,  Thomp- 
•on,  Tichenor,  Turner,  and  Vamum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit, 
Daggett,  Gore,  Harper,  Horijey,  King,  Lacock,  Mor- 
row, Buggies,  Sanford,  Welle,  and  Williams. 

TuDRsoAT,  April  18. 
The  Pbebidbmt  communicated  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  G.  Bowen,  and  others,  messengers  in 
the  several  public  departments,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  compensation  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives," &c. 

Mr.  RuooLEs  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Coffee,  junior,  and  others,  of  Belmont  county,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  a  post  office  in  said 
county,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
John  Duckworth,  junior,  and  others. 

Mr.  Cbace  presented  the  memorial  of  Willis 
Hall,  junior,  and  others,  praying  the  grant  of  a 
large  body  of  land  on  the  Illinois  river,  for  a  rea- 
sonable pecuniary  consideration,  asan  inducement 
to  emigrate  to  that  rountry  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  barrier  to  the  present  frontier  settlement 
against  the  hostile  sawes,  as  stated  in  the  me- 
morial ;  which  was  rvad,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
MisrisBippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  rebnildine  light-houses  and  for  comple- 
ting the  plan  of  lighting  them  according  to  the 
iitfpnvements  of  WiBBlow  Lewis;  for  olaoinff 
MeOBo  tod  bB»ya-{  Or  pmerriiv  Little  0m 
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Island ;  and  for  surveying  the  coast  of  the  United 
Stales,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  build- 
ing of  three  light-houseSjViz:  one  on  Race  Point ; 
one  on  Point  Gammon ;  and  one  on  the  island  of 
Petite  Manon,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,"  was 
read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill, entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Moses 
Turner,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referreU 
to  a  select  committee  ;  and  Messrs.  Chacb,  Dao- 
GETT,  and  Maoon,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Manae,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Amint. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  lo  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter 
certain  parts  of  the  act  providing  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,*'  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Anaetsap- 
plenientary  to  the  act  passed  the  30th  of  March, 
1802,  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  fron- 
tiers,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,nnd  to  allowbim  acompensation 
for  his  agency  io  countersigning  and  issuing 
Treasury  notes,  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Rad- 
cliff  and  others,  of  the  city  of  New  Tork,  were 
disc  barged  from  the  further  eonsideratioit  thereof, 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaeotatina 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  paiied 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  David 
Coffio,  Samuel  and  William  Rodmaa.and  Siam- 
uet  Rodman,  juo. ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  cases  of  lost  military  land  warrantai, 
and  discharges  for  faithful  services;"  also  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  owners,  officers, 
and  crew  of  the  privateer  Roger ;"  io  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  emitted  "An  act  to  establish  a  land  disnict 
in  the  Illinois  Territory^  north  of  the  district  of 
Kaskaskia,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS, 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th« 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 
Mr.  Varndh  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair  ; 
and  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  tbe 
Presidsnt  resumed  tbe  Chair,  and  Mr.  VAattOM 
reported  the  hill  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  vrit: 

"  Line  190,  strike  out  the  whds  line." 

"Line  181,  stiika  out  the  whebline  excepS  Jfisdesrs." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeae  l*^ 
mys  1^  as  followe: 
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Tu*— Mewn.  BariKXK,  Brown,  Gaillaid,  Goldtbo- 
iMfb,  Gon,  HupcT,  Honqr,  Hunter,  King,  Muon  of 
lYew  Hampihin,  Sufiird,  llehMior,  Tamotn,  tud 
Went. 

Nati — Mewn,  Burjr,  CunpbeU.  Cbace,  Condit, 
Dana,  Lacock,  ifacDo,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Ragglee, 
Talbot,  Tait,  11iompw>n,  Turner,  William*,  and 
Witson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King,  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  read,  "  on  Madeira,  Burenndy,  Cbampaiga, 
Rhenisb,  and  Tokaf,  one  dollar  per  gallon,"  it 
4ras  determined  in  the  iffiroatire— yeas  90,  najrs 
11,  as  fdlows : 

TiAs — Meiara.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  FromentiD, 
GaiUard.  Goid»borOQgh,  Goro,  Harper.Honey,  Hunter, 
King,  Maaon  of  New  HamiHdiiie,  Morrow,  Sanford, 
Talbot,  Tait,  Thompaon,  Tidienor,  Tamnm,  and 
WeOi. 

Rat*— MaaH*.  OampM,  CSiace,  Condit,  Dana, 
Laood,  Maeea,  Boberta,  Ragglee,  Tomar,  WilUame, 
andWiboo. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WiLaon,  to  strike  ovt  of  line 
130,  ''fortf^Te,"  and  iasert,  in  lien  thereof 
"sizif to  increase  tbe  doty  eo  iron  in  bars  and 
boltSja  diTision  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  Thompson,  and  tt  was  ttOma  on  etrifciog  oat, 
■ad  determined  in  th«  negatire— Teas  U,  nays 
16,  as  follows : 

Tkas— Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell,  Ohace, 
Condit,  Laeoek,  Roberts,  Ragglee,  Saoibrd,  Talbot, 
Tidwnor,  Wells,  WUliams,  and  Wilson. 

Mats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Dana,  ViaamObif  GaUard, 
CsHrihDwngh,  Gore,  Hanw,  Hoowj^  Hoater,  King, 
Mma,  Maaon  of  Naw  Hampahira, Tdt,  Thuofmia, 
Tanar,  and  Tamnm. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bauous,  to  nnend  the  bill 
by  striUng  oat,  of  line  144,  tbe  doty  on  salt,  it  was 
detcmined  in  the  negatiTo— yeas  1^  nays  17,  as 
follows: 

Fbas — Messrs.  Baibour,  Brown,  Dans,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  Goldsborongb,  Hnater,  Macon,  Tait,  Thomp- 
aon, Tiaheaor,  Turner,  Vamom,  and  WilUams. 

IfAis—Heesis.  Barm  Campbell,  Cbaoa,  Condit, 
Clare,  Harper,  Hocsey,  ung,  Laeoek,  Mason  of  New 
Bsmpduie,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Buggies,  SanlBrd,  Tat- 
M.  Wdb,and  WOsMi. 


Fbidat,  April  19. 

Mr.  WiLuaais,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
ma  tdiemd  ^  hill,  entitled  "  An  act  fixing  the 
comnensaUon  of  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  Hovae  of  RepieseDUtiTcs,  and  ma- 
kixtg  a  tuaponry  ptorision  for  the  Oierks  «m- 
ployed  in  tbeir  offices,"  reported  it  with  aiacnd> 
meotSj  which  wtte  read. 

Mr.  TArr,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
ftiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "  An 
net  to  aniborise  tbe  building  of  three  ligbt- 
Kooaes,  riz :  one  on  Race  Point,  one  on  Point 
GammoB,  and  one  on  theisland  of  Petite  Manon, 
in  the  State  of  Massncbasetis,"  reported  it  wiih- 
oot  ameodmeou 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
wns  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  mafcioff 
appropriations  for  lebaitding  light'boQses  }  and 
ur  completing  the  pUn  of  lighting  then  neectd- 


Snkati. 


ing  to  the  improrements  of  Winslow  Lewis; 
for  placioe  beacons  and  buoys ;  for  preserring 
Little  Gull  Island ;  and  for  sarveyiDg  the  coast 
of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
neoi. 

Mr.  MAtOM,  of  Viivinia,  submitted  the  fioUoiw- 
iog  motion  for  eottsideralloii : 

Rooked,  That  the  Beevatarisa  of  War  and  ef  Che 
Navy  be  directed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of 
andHwizing  tbe  Seerolaty  <^  tke  Treararf  to  snbeeiibe 
fifty  tbouaand  dollars  to  the  Great  Coastwise  Canal  and 
Rirer  MaTigtfion  Company,  incorporated  by  the  L^ia- 
latere  of  Virginia  for  tbe  purpose  of  cutting  a  canal 
from  the  port  ef  Norfolk  through  the  eastern  brandt 
of  £liubeth  riTer  to  the  channel  of  Cunituok  Sound, 
on  the  terms  and  condititms  NOpoeed  by  the  Freai- 
dmit  and  Directors  of  the  said  utmt  Coastwise  Canal 
and  ^er  Navigation  Con^any,  and  that  the  said  8ae> 
retariesbe  also  directed  to  report  Aeir  ofuniuiB  on  tU* 
Bulyect  to  Congress  at  the  commeoeemeDt  of  its  next 
session. 

The  four  bills  brought  np  yesterday  for  con- 
currence were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the 
second  readioff. 

On  motioD  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  tbe  memorial  of  Thomas 
Murray,  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  aad  the  memorialist  bad  leare 
to  withdraw  bis  memorial. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseQtaliTes 
iaformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  bare  pamd 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  net  making  an  appropriation 
for  enclosing  and  iraptoriog  the  publie  square 
near  tbe  Capitol,  and  toabeluh  the  office  of  Oom- 
aaiaaioners  of  tbe  Public  BuildiogS)  and  of  Super- 
intendent, nod  for  tbe  appoiotmeBt  of  one  Cnn- 
missioner  for  the  PoUic  Building;"  a  bill, 
entiUed  "An  act  providiog  an  additional  com- 

Sensation  to  tbe  district  judge  of  the  southem 
istrict  of  NewTork;"  a  bill,  aalitled  "  An  act 
to  enable  tbe  levy  court  of  tbe  county  of  Alexan- 
dria to  lay  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
expense  of  erecting  a  jail  and  court-house and 
also  a  bill,  entitled"  An  not  to  authorize  the  sor- 
Tsy  of  two  fflilUotts  of  acres  of  tbe  public  lands, 
in  lieu  of  that  quantity  heretofore  authorised  to 
be  surveyed  in  tbe  Territory  of  Michigan,  as 
military  boanty  lands  in  which  bills  they  n- 
queat  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

Tbe  Senate  tesumed  the  consldeution  of  the 
bill,  entitUd  "An  act  to  regalate  the  dntiea on 
imporii  and  tonnage." 

On  motion  by  Mr.MASON,of  New  Hampahtte, 
lo  strike  out  of  line  SO  tbe  word  "  Ave,"  it  was 
determined  in  the  native— yeas  12,  uys  16,  ns 
follows: 

YsAs— MessriL  Barbour,  GaiUard,  Goldsborongb, 
Oote,  MacoD,  Mason  of  Mew  Hampshire,  Mason  of 
Virginia,  Tait,  Thoapson,  Tidwnor,  Tnmer,  and 
Williams. 

Nass— Mem.  fianr.  Chase.  Oo^Dafgel^ Jk- 
na,  BoisCT,  Hunter,  King,  Laooel^  Momw,  IMerti, 
Ruggle%  Talbot,  Vamom.  and  WiisMi. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAnpn,  to  atrikn  oat  the 
folio  wing  pioTiso: 


DuUet  on  Iwqtorta, 
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"  Provided,  Thit  all  cotton  clothi ,  or  cloths  of  which 
cotton  it  the  material  of  chief  valoe,  (ezceptinK  nan* 
keen*  imported  directly  from  China,)  the  original  coit 
(tf  which  at  the  jrface  whence  imported,  with  the  ad- 
ditioD  of  twan^  per  cent^  if  imported  frmi  the  Cape 

Good  H^,  or  frnn  places  beyimdit,  and  itf  ten  per 
cent,  if  imported  bom  any  other  place,  ahall  be  len 
tkan  twen^-five  CMite  per,  ■qaara  yard,  ahatl,  with 
•och  addition^  be  taken  ud  deemed  to  have  coet 
twenty^five  cents  per  square  jud,  and  iliaUbe  diarged 
wi^  duty  acoozdingly;'* 

It  was  determioed  to  the  n^tire— yeas  10, 
nays  32,  as  follows: 

YuB — Messrs.  Barbour,  GsiUard,  Gold^roogh, 
Oore,  Harper,  Maooo,  Msson  of  New  Hsmpshh«» 
Tait,  Tamer,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bany.  Brown,  CampbeD,  Clwce, 
Oondlt,  Daggett*  Fromentin,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lacock,  Mason  of  Vi^iuia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rugglei, 
Sanfeid,  Talbot,  Thompaoo,  Tidienor,  Tamnm,  Wetls, 
and  Wflaon. 

On  motion  bf  Mr.  Dama,  to  strike  ont  the  fol- 
lowins  seetioD : 

"SbcS.  Anibe  ii  JMtr  macfad;  Hat  the  act 
paaiad  die  8d  day  of  Mai^  1816,  entitled  <  An  act 
to  rapaal  so  much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  dotiea 
«a  tM  tonnage  of  ahi^  and  vessels,  and  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States,  as  imposes  a  dlscrimiDating  doty  on  tonnage 
between  foreign  vessels  and  Teasels  irf*  the  United 
States,  and  between  goods  imported  into  the  United 
Stites  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,*  shall  mly  and  be  in  fall  force  as  to  tiie  dis- 
erimlnating  dntm  established  by  this  aet  on  the  teo- 
nage  of  ibre^  WBele,  and  the  goodi^  wares,  and 
nerdiandiiB  flurnn  imported}" 

It  was  determined  in  the  n^tire— yeas  14, 
nays  1&,  as  follows : 

TsAS— Meesrs.  Dsggett,Dana,  Fromentb,  GaiUard, 
Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Roberts,  Sauford,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  and 
Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Cbace,  Condit,  Goldsborough,  Harper,  Horsey,  La- 
cock,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Rug^es,  Talbot, 
Tait,  Turner,  Tamum,  Williams,  sad  Wilson. 

On  the  qaestioQ—"  Shall  the  BmendmeDts  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  1"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  25,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Bany,  Brown,  Csmi^wll,  Chace, 
Cott^  Ostgett,  Aomentin,  GaiUard,  Honey,  Hun- 
ter, IQng,  Laoock,  Mason  ofYirginia,  Morrow,  Rob- 
erts, Haggles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tich- 
enor, Vamom,  Wells,  Wiliisms,  and  Wilson. 

Naxs— Meesti.  Barbeor,  Goldsboroagh,  Gor^  Har- 
ptt,  Maeon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Turner. 

Satdrdat,  April  30, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bbowm,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Willis  Hall, 
junior,  and  others,  were  discharged  from  the  far- 
ther consideration  thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon, 

Hetoived,  That  the  Secretaries  of  the  Depart- 
ments be  directed  to  report  jointly  to  the  Senate, 


in  the  first  week  of  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
a  plan  to  insare  the  annual  settlement  of  the  pub- 
lic accounts,  and  a  more  certain  aceouutability 
of  the  public  expeoditare.  in  their  respective  de- 
partmeois. 

Thie  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  19th  instant,  whieh  wasamead- 
ed,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Beaoleed,  That  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  of 
the  Nary  m  directed  to  inqnite  into  the  expe- 
diency of  anthorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Trtt- 
snry  to  subscribe  fifty  tfaoBsand  dollars  to  the 
Oreat  Coastwise  Canal  and  River  Navigstion  i 
Company,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  a  canal  from 
the  port  of  Norfolk  through  the  eastern  branch 
of  Elizabeth  river  to  the  cnaunel  of  Curritnek 
Sound,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  ftroposed  by 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  said  Qccat 
Coastwise  Canal  and  River  Navigation  Com- 
paoy,  and  that  the  said  Secretmries  be  also  di- 
rected to  report  their  opinions  on  this  subject  to 
Congress  at  the  commencement  of  its  next  ses- 
sion; and  also  to  report  their  opinions  of  the 
comparative  public  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  that  canal,  and  the  canal  through  the  Dis- 
mal Swamp,  mentioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  i 
Treasury  in  bis  report  on  lh«  sobjeet  of  roads  i 
and  canals,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolntton  «f  i 
the  Senate  of  March  S,  1807. 

Mr.  Barbodb,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  vhom  was  referred  the  bill,  catitml 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samnel  Manae,"  f^ort-  i 
ed  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  i 
referred  the  "  resolution  requiring  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  compile  and  print,  once  in  every  two 
years,  a  register  of  all  officers  and  agent^  civiL 
military,  and  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  Untied 
Slates,"  reported  it  withont  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  esuUish 
post  road^"  reported  it  with  amendmenia,  which 
were  read. 

The  four  bills  Ivought  upycsierdajr  for  eoneop- 
renee  were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  **Aa  aet  making  an  appro- 
priation for  enclosing  aad  improving  the  punlie 
square  near  the  Capitol,  and  to  abolish  (be  office 
of  Comminioners  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and 
of  Superintendent,  and  for  the  appointment  of 
one  Commissioner  for  the  Public  Buildings,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  La- 
oocK,  Maoom,  and  DaaoBTT,  were  ai^miaxed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  an  addi- 
tional comiftensatioo  to  the  district  judge  of  the 
sontbern  district  of  New  York,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  by  anaoimous  eonsent,  and  refmed 
10  Messrs.  Daggbtt,  Sanford,  and  GoknaM- 
Roooa,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  aet  to  enable  the  levy 
court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria  to  lay  a  tax  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  eieeting 
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ft  jail  and  eonrt-hoim,"  was  read  the  seoond 
time,  bf  QDanimoDs  eooscDt,  and  referred  to  the 
eonnnittee  last  meatiooed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  aatborize  the  sar- 
Tcy  of  two  millioQs  of  acres  of  the  public  laoda, 
in  lieu  of  that  qaaDiity  heretofore  authorized  to 
be  anrreyed,  io  the  Tenitory  of  Michigan,  as 
miliiary  bouaty  laads,"  was  read  the  seoood  time, 
by  wuDinwiti  cwkdi,  tftd  referred  to  the  eom- 
mitice  « tbc  memorial  of  the  LegUlatnre  of  the 
Minitsippi  Territory. 

Tbe  bili,  eoiitlcd  "An  aet  for  tha  relief  of  Da- 
vid Coffin,  Samoel  and  William  Rodman,  and 
Samoel  Rodman,  junior,"  was  read  tbe  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
ftod  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  proridlog  for  cases 
of  lost  military  land  warrants,  and  discharges  for 
fftithfal  serriees,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  tbe  CommiUee  on  Military  Aflairs. 

Tbe  bill,  eDiitted  "Ad  aet  to  establish  a  land 
diatriet  io  ibe  Illinois  Territory,  north  of  tbe  dis- 
trict of  Kaskaskiai}"  was  read  tbe  second  time, 
and  re/erred  to  the  committee  on  tbe  memorial 
•f  the  Ltegislature  of  tbe  Mississippi  Territory. 

Tbe  bin,  entitled  "Ao«ct  concerning  the  own- 
era,  offieen.  and  crew  of  tb«  prirateer  R(^er," 
was  read  toe  second  time,  and  referred  to  tbe 
Comnittee  on  Naval  Aflkira. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  resolution  report- 
ed from  the  joint  committee,  aathotizing  tbe 
Preaident  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Kepreseatatires  to  adjourn  their  retpectire 
Uonaea  on  tbe  22d  day  of  April  instant;  and  on 
awtion,by  Mr.  CAifPBBi^  the  forrher  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postpooed  notil  the  first  Monday 
in  Jnne  next. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  Cahpbbli,,  the  further  coo- 
tideiation  of  the  resolution  from  tbe  House  of 
Represenutives,  antborlzing  the  President  of  tbe 
Senate  and  Sp^kex  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  tbe 
20th  day  of  April  instant,  was  postponed  until 
Wcdnaday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  coosideration  of  tbe 
bilL  entitled  "An  act  for  orgaoiziog  the  general 
sta^  and  making  further  pTovisiMi  for  the  Army 
(tftheUmud8tfttes.» 

On  the  queuioD  to  eoaeor  in  the  following 
amendment,  agreed  to,  as  id  Committee  of  the 
Whole:  Inert  as  2d  section, 

"  Be  ttjitrther  tnadedt  Tb^  the  I^eddent  be.  snd 
he  is  hereto  •athorixed,  by  snd  with  tbe  adnee  and 
eonaent  of  tbe  Santa,  to  appoint,  in  addition  to  the 
officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  already  satborixed 
by  law,  two  Brigadiei  Generals,  to  be  attached  to  that 
corps,  who  shall  recshs  the  same  pay,  forage,  rations. 
Bad  other  emolnment^  as  tbeoffioers  of  the  same  grade 
of  the  piesaat  Military  Establishment 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  15, 
nan  16,  as  follows : 

TtmAM — Meaws.  Baibour,  Bany,  Brown,  Chace, 
FmnMBCin,  GaiUard,  Hunter,  Laeock,  Maaon  of  Vir- 
ginia, Morrow,  Roggte^  Talbot,  Tait,  Tomer,  and 
WilUaaw. 


ScHiLTa. 


Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Daggett,  Ooldsboroogb, 
Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Roberta,  Sanfbrd,  Thompson,  Tichenorf 
Vamnm,  Wells,  and  Wikon. 

Tbe  other  Bmendment  having  been  concurred 
in,  on  tbe  question,  '*  Shall  tbe  amendments  be 
engroued,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  atoead- 
ed?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoosideratioa  of  tbe  resolution  direet> 
iog  medals  to  be  struck,  and,  together  with  the 
thanks  of  Congress,  presented  to  Bdajoi  Gen- 
eral Harrison,  and  Gtoveraor  Shelby,  and  for 
other  purposes.  Mr.  Vabndm  was  requested  to 
take  tbe  Chair;  and  the  rasolutioD  having  bf«i 
amended,  tbe  President  resumed  tbe  Chau,  ud 
Mr.  Vabmuh  reported  it  accordingly. 

On  tbe  question  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
agreed  to,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
strike  out  "  Major  Oeneral  William  Henry  Har- 
rison," it  was  determined  in  the  negativ^yeas 
13,  nays  14,  as  IbUows: 

Yais— Means.  Campbell,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Gore, 
King,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason 
of  Virginia,  Roberta,  Tait,  Ticbenor,  Tumar,  and 
Tamom. 

Nats— Massn.  Barbour,  Bany,  Chace,  Condi^ 
Harper,  Horsey,  Maoon,  Morrow,  Rnggle^  SanftnL 

Talbot,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hobbet,  tbe  resolution  was 
recommitted  to  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulat- 
ing the  currency,  witbio  the  United  States,  of 
the  gold  and  silver  £oias  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  tbe  crowns  of  France, 
and  five  iraoc  pieces,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
meat. 

Tbe  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  regulate  tbe  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
ameoded. 

Hesotvod,  That  this  bill  pau  with  ameadmenls. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
mote  effectually  for  tbe  payment  of  specie  by  the 
several  banks  within  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  tbe  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  tbe  first  Mon- 
day in  June  next. 

rho  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  to  erect  a 
light-bouse  at  the  month  of  the  Mississippi  river; 
anil,  on  motion  by  Mr.  FROMBNTtN,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the 
first  Monday  in  June  next. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideratian  of  tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  I»ac  Briggs ;  and,  on  motion  bjr  Mr.  DAfloBTT, 
tbe  further  consideration  tbereot  was  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  June  nexu 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Maleotin,"  and  on  the 


Proceedings. 


Digitized  by 


335 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS 


386 


Senate. 


question,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time?" 
It  was  deiermiaed  in  the  negative.  So  the  bill 
vas  lost. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (he  consideratioD  of  the  bill  concerniag 
the  annual  sum  appropriated  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  militia ;  and  on  the  question,  -'Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmaTive. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  compensation  of  the  superintendents  of  the 
manufactories  of  arms  at  Springfield  and  Harper's 
Ferry ;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  vas  deter- 
mined in  the  aflBrmative. 

Mr.  Brov/Vj  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  of  the  public  lands 
ID  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,"  report- 
ed it  with  amendments,  which  were  read. 


Monday,  April  22. 
Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  the  owners,  officers,  and  crew  of 
the  privateer  Roger,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Bbowk,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill, entitled  "An  act  providingforthe 
sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  formerly 
set  apart  for  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia  "  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a 
land  district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of  the 
district  of  Kaskaskia,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Babbocr,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
A£&irs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbodr,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  sup- 

Elementary  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  granting 
ounties  in  lands  and  extra  pay  to  ceriam  Cana- 
dian Tolunteers,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
Tiding  for  eases  of  lost  military  land  warrants  and 
discharges  for  faithful  services,"  reported  it  witb| 
oat  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
■etfoT  the  relief  of  Robert  Eidd;"  and  on  the 
question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the  bill  was 
lost. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Edward  tfaDowell,**"  and  it  paaved  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
soperintendents  of  the  maQufaetories  of  arms  at 
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Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  the  annual  sum  appropri- 
□ted  for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "Ad  act 
for  organizing  the  general  staff,  and  making  far- 
ther provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States^" 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctiy 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  tinae  as 
amended. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  passasanoend- 
ed?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
15,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Menn.  Barbour,  Bari?,  Brown,  Condit, 
Fromentin,  Gullard,  Howell,  Lacoek,  Maaon  of  Vb> 
ginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Tait,  Tamer,  and 
Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Goldsboroagh,  Hoia^, 
King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  ThorapsOD, 
Ticheoor,  Varnum,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  "  for  adjusting 
the  claims  to  land  and  establishing  a  land  office 
for  the  districts  of  lands  lying  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river  and  island  of  New  Orleans  j"  and  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  the  Presidsnt  report- 
ed it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  following 
amendment,  agreed  to  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  be  added  at  the  end  of  the  second 
section : 

"Provided,  always,  That  nothing  in  thii  act  eon- 
tained  shall  be  construed,  deemed,  or  taken,  to  a&et 
or  impair  the  right  or  rights  of  any  person  or  penoiu 
claiming  any  of  the  lands  aforesaid  ; ' 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative-— yeas  16, 
nays  9,  as  follows : 

Yeas — MesBTs.  Barbour,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  King,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tiche- 
nor.  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Fromentin,  Howell,  ICaeon, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Turner,  Vamom,  and 
WiUiams. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended,  oa  the 
question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Daqoett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable 
the  levy  court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria  to  lay 
a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  exj^ue  of 
erecting  a  jail  and  court-house,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  same  committee,  ta 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding an  additional  compenration  to  the  district 
judge  of  the  southern  district  of  New  York,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  adopting 
the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitea 
States,  proposed  by  theL«gtslatnre  of  NortiiOar- 
olioa,  for  dividing  each  State  into  districts  for  the 
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pofpow  of  eh«mipg  Rcwesentatires  in  the  Cod- 
^ea^  and  of  appoiDtinic  Ekctora  of  PreBident  and 
Flee  Presideat  of  tiw  United  Sutea. 

Tbe  tesolation  and  proposed  ameDdmeot  were 
md. 

-4Ar.  Masoh,  of  Virginia,  oontmaDioated  a  reso- 
lation  fif  the  Legridatare  of  the  Slate  of  Virgiofa, 
lejeetiDg  the  amendmeDts  to  the  Constitotion  of 
tbe  United  States,  proposed  by  the  Legislatures 
<tf  Conaeeticat  and  Masaaebusetts. 

The  reaolntioB  and  propoted  amcDdmeDti  were 
read. 

Tbe  BcMte  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  die  bill,  entitled  "An 
■et  for  the  relief  of  certain  purchasers  of  public 
lands  ia  the  Misaitaippi  Territory,"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  sonsideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  inereaM  tbe  penai— a  of  iDraiids  in  certain 
cases,  for  the  relief  of  invalids  of  tbe  militia,  and 
for  the  appointment  of  [tension  agents  in  those 
States  where  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans 
•ad  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  ot  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  makine  appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  the 
HtUtary  Establbhment  of  the  United  States,  for 
ib«  year  1816,"  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  by  tbe  select  committee.  Mr. 
Babbt  was  requested  to  take  tbe  Chair,  and  tbe 
amendment  having  been  disagreed  to,  tbe  Pbbsi- 
nnrr  resumed  dieChair,  and  Mr.  Barkt  reported 
the  bOl  to  the  Hooae}  and  on  motion,  tqr  Mr. 
Banaoua,  the  farther  eousideratien  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to.morrow. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
mat  wpplemeofal  to  the  net  entitled  <  An  act  regu- 
lating and  defining  tbe  duties  of  the  judges  of  tbe 
Terniory  of  Illinois,  and  for  restio^  in  the  courts 
of  tbe  Territory  of  Indiana  a  jorisdiction  in  ehan- 
oery  eases, arising  in  tbe  said  Territory ;"  and  tbe 
bill  having  been  amended,  the  Pbebimnt  report- 
«d  it  to  tbe  House  aceordtngly. 

On  the  qaestion,  "Shall  the  amendmenta  be  en- 
{frossed,  and  tbe  bill  read  a  third  time  as  am«d- 
ed  1"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  In  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  Wll,  entitled  "An  aet  for  tbe  more 
convenient  turangement  of  the  times  and  plaees 
of  holding  the  eirenit  eoarts  of  the  United  elates 
for  the  dittfietB  of  South  Carelioa  and  Geo^ia," 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Itr.  Toniai^  the  bill  last  men- 
tioned was  read  a  tUfd  time  by  anaolmous  eon- 
■eot,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resutned,  as  In  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  coosideratioD  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Patrick  and  Abigail  O'Flyng, 
and  Bdmnnd  O.  Flyng."  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
leading. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  reed  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  ihe'Honae  of  Representatives 
iaformed  the  Seoate  that  diey  have  pamed  a  bfll, 
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entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  re- 
pairing eeruin  roada  therein  described;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and 
making  a  road  in  tbe  Territory  of  Illinois ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  appropriating  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  five  handred  dollars,  for  the  purposes 
therein  mentioned a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  payment  of  a  snm  of  money  to 
John  Rodgers,  and  others;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  lelief  of  Joseph  S.  Newell;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  tbe  payment  of  a 
som  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others ;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  aet  anthoriaing  tbe  jndges  of  tbe 
circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Cotomtua  to  pre- 
pare a  code  of  inriaprodenee  for  tbe  aaid  District;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  allowing  pay  to  certain  per- 
sons made  prisoners  with  tbe  revenue  cutter  Sur- 
veyor ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  pre- 
emption rights  ^ven  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to 
certain  settlers  id  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  in 
the  Territories  of  Missouri  and  Illinois;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  reducing  the  doties  on 
licenses  to  retailers  of  wine,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  passed  the  hilt  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled 
"An  aet  eaiablishing  a  port  of  delivery  at  the 
town  of  Bayou  St.  John,"  also,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  concerning  the  entry  of  vessels  at  tbe  port 
of  Middletown with  amendments,  in  which 
th^  request  the  ooneurrence  of  tbe  Senate. 

The*  Senate  proceeded  to  considn  |bfr<4mend- 
menta  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill  last  mentioned.— WbereapoD, 

MUmdved,  That  they  eonenr  therein. 

Tbe  ten  bills  last  brought  up  for  eonenrreiKe 
were  read,  and  sevmlty  pasMd  to  tbe  saeoad 
reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  further  provision  for  settling  claims 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  tbe  sdect 
committee,  and  the  bill  bavine  been  amended,  tbe 
pBBSiOBNT  reported  it  to  the  House  aeeordingl^ ; 
and  the  amendments  having  been  concurred  in, 
on  the  qaestion,  "Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  tioK,  as  amead- 
eiV*  it  WM.4alarmtned  in  iheaffirmative. 

Mr.  CaimabL,  £tom  tbe  connitiae  to  whtna 
was  referred  tbe  bill,  eMitled  "An  act  tot  the  re- 
lief of  David  Coffin.  Bamne!  and  William  Rod- 
man, and  Samuel  Rodman,  janior,"  reported  it 
with  an  amendment]  which  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Cavpbbll,  tbe  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  tbe  petidon  of  Samuel 
Upton,  and  Thomas  Adams  were  discharged 
from  the  farther  consideration  thereof. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  settling 
the  compensation  of  the  commissioners,  clerk, 
and  translator  of  the  board  for  land  claims,  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now 
State  of  Louisiana;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  PaEaioBNT  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and  on  the  qaestion,  "  Shall  this 
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bill  be  engrossed  aod  read  a  third  time?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  retiunied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tlie  bill  authorizing 
the  sale  of  lots  owned  by  the  United  States  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  for  .other  purposes  ; 
and  on  the  question,  '-Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  tead  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  la  tbe 
affirmative. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Jgnace  Chalmet 
Delino,  deceased ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  re- 
ported from  the  joint  committee,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  certain  alterations  in 
the  mode  of  transacting  the  businesif  of  Congress ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Mon- 
day  in  June  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  coocerning 
the  maritime  precincts  of  the  United  Slates;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  tbe  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  the  year  1816;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  further  considera- 
tien  thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  (o  lease  the  Saline, 
near  the  Wabash  river,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
seven  years;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Flood,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee;  and  the  amendment  having  been 
disagreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
tbe  House;  and  on  the  question,  '* Shall  this  bill 
be  read  •  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  27,  nays  2.  as  follows : 

YsAB — Meura.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Con- 
di^  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsboroagh,  Gore, 
Huper,  Horsey,  Howell,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Rnggles,  Stnford, 
Tail,  Thompson,  Ticbenor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Wells, 
Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Macon  end  Roberts. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  tbe  House  disagree  to 
some,  and  agree  to  other  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bul,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  delray- 
ing  the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
coUectiM  the  aame." 

The  Senate  reraraed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideratioii  of  the  lutl,  entitled  "An 
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act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wiison,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee;  and  the  amendment  bavin? 
been  agreed  to,  ilie  President  reported  the  biQ 
to  the  House  accordingly  j  and  on  the  question, 
"  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  limcj  as  amended?"  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  ec- 
leui  committee ;  and  the  amendment  having  beea 
agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  tbe  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 


Tuesday,  April  23. 

Mr.  Chacb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Moses  Turner,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  appropriating  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the 
purpose  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  second 
lime,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiatrs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart  and 
others,"  was  read  the  second  tim^  and  referred  to 
the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  allowing  pay  to  cer- 
tain persons  made  prisoners  with  the  teveoae 
cutter  Surveyor,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  S.  Newell,"  was  read  tbe  second  time,aQd 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  pre-emp- 
tion rights  given  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  cer^ 
tain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  in  the 
Territories  of  Missouri  and  Ulioois,"  waa  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  repairing  certain  roads  thereindescribed," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  tbe 
surveying  and  making  a  road  in  the  Territory  of 
Illinois,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  tbe  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  reducing  the 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  tbe  paf- 
ment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Rodgera  and 
others^"  was  read  the  aeeond  time,  and  referred 
to  Mr.  DiflOBTT,  Mr.  Samford,  and  Mr.  OtoLM- 
BOROUGfl,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
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The  t>ill,eDUtled  "An  ictaathoriziDs  the  judges 
of  the  eircDit  court  for  tbe  District  of  Columbia 
to  prepare  a  code  of  jurisprudence  for  the  said 
District,"  was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  Senate  resumed  ihe  consideration  of  tbe 
bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  making  ippropriatioos  for 
the  support  of  ibe  Ntvy  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1816." 

Oa  motioD  of  Mr.  Lacocc,  to  insert  at  the  end 
of  the  first  seetioD,  **Por  building  and  completing 
vessels  of  war  on  the  Lakes,  two  hundred  thou- 
sasd  dollars,"  it  was  deiermlDed  io  the  negative 
—yeas  10,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

Tua— MeaDS.  Bany,  Chsee,  Ltcock,  Maaoa  of  Vir- 
ginia, MoiTow,  Roberts,  Rnggles,  Tichenor,  Turner, 
mud  Tamnm. 

Xats— Mesars.  Barbour,  Brown,  Condit,  Daggett, 
Dsna,  Gaillard,  Golddxiroagb,  Oore,  Honey,  King, 
Macon,  Mason  oi  New  Hampshire,  Tait,  TuoBpsoD, 
WeO^  WiOiains,  and  Wilsoii. 

And  no  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  it 
passed  10  Ihe  third  reading. 

On  motion,  tbe  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a 
third  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Lacock  sobmitted  the  aecooDis  of  expeodi- 
lares  on  the  building  now  occupied  by  Congress, 
showing  tbe  amount  of  tbe  cost  thereof  to  the 
proprietors. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill,  entitled  "An 
act  directing  tbe  discharge  of  Moses  Lewis  from 
imprisonment.*' 

On  motion  \>y  Mr.  Vabndu,  that  the  further 
eoDsideiation  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  Jaue  next,  it  was  determined  in  tbe 
negatiTe— ye«s  IS,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

TsAs — Mesvrs.  Baihonr,  Bany ,  Cbace,  Condit,  How* 
dl,  Macon,  Mmson  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Tor- 
nrr.  Varaam,  and  Wilsoii. 

Kits— Mews.  Biowu,  Daggett,  Gmillard,  Goldtbo- 
roogh.  Gore,  Harper,  HorsOT,  ffing,  Lacock,  Maaoo  of 
Mew  Hamjwhire,  Rogglea,  Tait,  Thompaon,  Hchenor, 
WcOs,  and  WilUanu. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  makiog  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  BstaDltsbment  of  the 
United  States,  for  tbe  year  1816." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Babbous,  that  the  Senate 
agree  to  tbe  following  amendment: 

SectioD  1,  line  S6,  after  «  doUan,"  insert  Vvr  de- 
ftmying  Ae  expense*  incurred  by  calling  oat  the  militia 
daring  the  war,  in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore 
appropriated  by  kw  to  that  oliiect,  one  milQon  two 
hundred  and  Dfty  theosuid  doHais: 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirroatiTd— yeas  17, 
nays  16,  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Barboor,  Banr,  Bibb,  Brown,  Con- 
dit, Fniaentia,  Horsey,  Howell,  Lacock,  Maoon,Maaon 
of  Vfa]^^  R^ec^  Tntf  Turner,  Wells,  WaUanu, 
and  Wilrion. 

Nats— Hasan.  Campballj  Chaos,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Gaillajd,  GaldaboHm^  Gors,  Harper,  Ung^  Mason  of 
Kew  Hsmpafaiia,  Mosnw,  Ri^es,  Santbrd,  ThMnp> 
aoB,  Tidienv,  ud  Vamnm. 

On  the  qneatioB,  **  Shall  the  amcndaients  be 
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engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as 
amended?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  enliiled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Government  and  main- 
taioing  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  tbe  Untied  Statesj  and  to  provide  for  assess- 
ing and  collecting  tbe  same."  Whereupon, 

Jtuohed,  Tlut  they  recede  therefrom. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  '*Aq  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Temtory^,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pi^ed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled 'Anactfortbe  reliefof  Edward  Hallowell,** 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  Ihe  pen- 
sions of  invalids  in  certain  cases,  for  the  reliefof 
invalids  of  the  militia,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  pension  agenta  in  those  Sutes  where  there  is 
no  commissioner  of  loans,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  lease  tlie  Saline, 
near  tbe  Wabash  rirer  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
seven  years,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Flood,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.. 

Tbe  bill  for  adjusting  claims  to  land  and  es- 
tablishing a  land  office  for  tbe  districts  of  lands 
lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  Island  of 
New  Orleans,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  suthoriziog  tbe  sale  of  lots  owned  by 
the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  settling  the  compensation  of  the 
commissioners,  clerk,  and  translator  of  the  board 
for  land  claims  in  the  western  district  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana, 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Ignace  Cbalmet  Delino, 
deceased,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplemental  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulat- 
ing and  defining  tbe  duties  of  the  judges  of  tbe 
Territory  of  Illinois,  and  for  vestinjs  io  the  courts 
of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  a  jurisdiction  in 
chancery  cases,  arising  in  the  said  Territory," 
haviag  been  repbrted  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
,   Retolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  provision  for  settling  claims  to 
laud  in  tbe  Territory  of  Illinois,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Se$olved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Washington  Bridge  Company,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,, 
tbe  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
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Reaolvtd,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson,"  having  been  re- 

Eorted  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
ill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
Rteolced,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  a  company  of  the  twentieth 
brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Jonathan  Walmsley,"  Mr.  Vasndm  was  re- 
quested to  take  the  Chair;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  the  President  resumed 
the  Chair,  and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  ap- 

firopriation  for  enclosing  and  improving  the  pub- 
ic square  near  the  Capitol,  and  to  abolish  the 
office  of  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Buildings, 
and  of  Superintendent,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  one  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings," 
reported  it  with  amendments,  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  the  county 
of  CltDton,  in  the  State  of  New  York,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee,  and  the  amendment  havine 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly;  and  on  the  question. 
"  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  for  the  court-house 
of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and  the  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bitfto  the 
House  accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in' 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  con- 
firmation of  eeruin  claims  to  land  in  the  western 
diairiet  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  reported  it 
with  amendments,  which  were  read. 


Wbdnesdat,  April  34. 
The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  memo- 
rial of  William  Gamble;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  BbowNi  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  pre- 
emption rights  given  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to 
certain  seulers  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  and  in 
the  Territories  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,"  reported 
it  without  amendmeoL 

Mr.  Bhowm.  from  the  committee  to  whom  wai 
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referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  S.  Newell,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Rodgers 
and  others,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  author- 
ize the  surveying  and  making  a  road  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Illinois,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
meat. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  makingap- 
propriation  for  repairio^  certain  roads  therein 
described,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BaBBODR,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entiiled 
"An  act  for  the  payment  of  the  militia  thereia 
mentioned,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  far- 
ther appropriations  for  the  year  1816;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  minor  child- 
ren of  Zacquiil  Morgan,  late  a  captain  in  the 
United  States  Array,"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Daggett,  the  further  consideration  theret^was 
postponed  Until  Ihe  first  Monday  in  July  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Babbodb  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  Xepreten- 
tativea  of  the  United  Statu  of  America  tn  ConcrcM 
asMembUd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
be,  and  bo  is  hereby,  auUiorized  to  -emploj,  in  addition 
to  the  corps  of  engineers  aa  now  esltnished,  k  akUfal 
assistsnt,  whose  compensation  shall  not  exceed  the 
pB7,  forage,  rations,  and  other  emoluments  of  Brigadier 
General. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hamon,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  fur  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrer,  WUUmb 
Young,  William  Moseley,  and  William  Lesah," 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thanto  by 
the  select  committee ;  and  the  amendmeotbaTiag 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  it  to  tbe 
House  accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
tbe  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiuee  of  the 
Whole  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Maaassah  Miner,"  toaeUter 
with  the  amendment  r^mrted  thereto  bjr  tSe  se- 
lect committee ;  and  the  bill  iiaring  been  aoieod- 
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ed,  ibe  PaB»ii>GHT  rrpoited  it  to  the  Hoase 
aeeordiofly ;  and  on  toe  question,  ^  Shall  the 
imeodment  be  eoffrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
lime  ai  amended  it  vas  determined  in  the  affir- 
mtire. 

The  Senate  rnamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsideratioo  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross  and  Samael 
Breek,  sarTiring  exeeatora  of  John  Ross,  de- 
ceased,** together  with  the  amendmeots  reimied 
tb«nlo-bf  tbeseleeceommiitte;  sad  thvaMod- 
amts-  mntg  bwn  amed  to,  the  Pimsntr  re- 
ported  the  bin  lo  the  Hoose  aeeordiiu^jF ;  and  on 
tbeqneatioii,  "Shall  tbetmeodmcntsMeogroftKd, 
tod  the  bin  nad  a  third  time  as  amended  V  it 
Tas  dftermined  in  the  alKrmatiTe. 

T&e  Senate  ranmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonnderation  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Bphraim  Sbaler." 

On  motion,  bjr  Mr.  BARSotiR,  to  strike  ont  the 
irtiole  of  the  biU  after  the  enacting  elanse,  and 
inaert  in  Men  thereof  the  following : 

"Thml  in  all  cases  dnriny  the  late  war  with  QrttX 
Britain,  where  difScnltiea  may  ariae  in  settling  the 
daoM  of  iMom  and  soldiers,  tn  the  regolar  army,  and 
As  aOitia,  oa  aceooal  ot  deatti,  eaptivi^,  loss  of  papers 
lytte  JaaUutliun  of  Ae  «tttuy,or  any  other  nnavoid- 
■lli  eaaqal^t  the  oSeen  of  me  War  Dapwt- 

■lat,  UDdar  the  snperVWon  of  the  Seoetary  of  War, 
M  be  anlbaiiaad  tosstlloBBid  aeosnativ  npon  prin* 
c^laa  mt  aqaiQ.  hf  tasorliBff  to  the  afidavita  of  the 
partiM  and  onms,  or  otfw  oiieanatances  aatitled  ta 
crafii^  eonoborattag  or  eaatoaTeninf  th«  jostiea  of 
neb  daina :  Pramded  akaavtt  That  the  anthui^ 
daresaid  shall  onl  j  be  exerasea  in  those  cases  wh«n  the 
\m  of  papers  or  daficianc^  of  venehars,  or  eridenfce, 
AaU  be  faorodfto  the  satiActfon  of  the  proper  depsrt- 
aema>  to  hare  arisen  fitom  death*  captan,  or  destmc- 
don  of  die  enemy,  or  any  other  unaToidsble  casualty, 
as  sJbrasaid :  And  protMcd  ako.  That  such  proof  be 
exhOtted  imthtn  two  ^ears  from  and  after  the  passing 
tf  ioM  act :  And  provided  alto.  That  the  partjra  own 
Mlh  AaS  not  of  itself  be  deemed  sofficteat  proof  of  the 
Iw  of  papers ;  but  may  be  receiTcd,  and  shall  in  all 
eaea  b«  reqoind  in  connexion  with  otlier  proof  or  di^ 
eanutaneea." 

It  ma  determined  in  the  negatiTe—yeas  12, 
aaya  14,  aa  fdlows: 

YxA*— Heam.  Barbeor,  Barzyj  Chaoe,  Fnunentin, 
HoweD,  Lacook,  Mason  of  Tiigtoia,  Hercow,  Robazls, 
Rogglea,  Tomer,  and  WlUiaBU. 

ffATs— Mesm.  Oondit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Otiltard, 
QMtbtmn^  Sore,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  San< 
bid,  Tsiti  Thonpso^  Tkhenor,  Vannm,  Wells,  and 

WUSM. 

And  noameodmeat  baring  been  agreed  to,  the 
bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Tne  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considetatton  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
let  for  therelief  of  Paol  D.  Butler,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and,  the  amendment  baring  been  M^reed 
to,  the  Phbbioert  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
leeordinglf;  and  on  the  qaestioo.  "Shall  the 
amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
lune  at  atnendedf*  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
Snostln. 


SmvATi. 


The  Senate  restraied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of'the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  direetinir  the  dtscbai^  of  Bbenezer  Keeler 
and  John  Francis,  from  imprisonment,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  resolntion  requir- 
ing the  Secretary  of  State  to  eomjHle  and  print, 
onoe  in  every  two  years,  a  rwtsler  of  all  officers 
and  aeentasciril,  military  and  naral,  in  the  ser- 
Tiee  (»  the  United  States,'*  and  Iipaaeed  toathini 
reading. 

The  bill  eatliUd  "An  act  ditectiog  the  diseham 
of  Moses  Lc#ia  from  impriaonment,**  arts  rewTa 
third  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  not  for  the  relief  of  a 
eonpaay  of  the  dOtfe  brigade  of  Tirginia  miliHa, 
commanded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Walmaley,* 
was  read  a  third  time ;  and  oa  the  qneatfon,  "Shall 
this  bill  pass?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  23,  nays  S,  aa  follows: 

TxAS — ^Messrs.  Barbonr,  Barry,  Chaee,  Oon£t, 
Daggett,  ChuIIard,  Harper,  Horsey,  Howell,  Laco^ 
Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampdiire,  Mason  of  Virginia , 
Morrow,  Briierta,  Rocgles,  Banford,  Tait,  ThmapMm, 
WoUa,  WiUiMB^  andWilson. 

Wats  Meaiia  Ooldsboiongh,  Gar^  Tidieaor,  Tnw 
nai^  and  Tamm* 

So  it  was  Setohed,  That  thia  bill  jpasa. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
making  further  appropriattOBs  for  tbn  sapport  «rf 
the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  181^^ 
baring  been  reported  by  the  committee  OOTtcetiy 
eiqproaaed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  tine  aa 
amended. 

Sfoived^  That  this  bill  pass  with  nn  amesd- 
meaL 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
authorizing  the  payment  for  the  eoaniy  oeorl- 
boose  of  ilamillon,  ia  the  State  of  Ohio,"  having 
bean  reported  by  the  committee  oorreetly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  lime  as  amended. 

Jimoimi,  Ttet  lUa  bill  pata  with  an  Maand- 
■unt. 

TbabiUcUiilcd  "An  aotfbr  tha  niter  of  tiM 
snperriaonoftlieoonniyof  Cliaton,in  tlieSwtn 
of  Naw  Yark,"  baring  been  reported  by  tibe  ooi»> 
laitte*  eometly  ti^roased,  the  bHI  ma  read  a 
third  tiaw  aa  amended. 

Bmoktd,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
meat. 

The  Senala  reanmed,  aa  in  Commlcteo  of  tha 
WhaK  itM  eonaidacatian  of  the  biU,  eociUed  "An 
aet  t»  iacBirase  the  oonvmsatieaa  bow  allowed 
by  la«P  to  ia^ctan,  menaoiera,  weiabera^  nad 
gaugers,  emptayed  ia  the  colleetion  of  iha  an^ 
toms,"  aad  it  passed  ta  a  tJrinI  readtaff. 

The  Senate  reeamed,  as  ia  Coraaui»e  of 
Whole,  the  eoosideraiion  of  the  bilt,  entitled  "An 
aei  fw  the  free  importation  of  stereotype  plates, 
and  to  eaeenmge  the  priatiag  and  gratnitoos  die- 
tributtan  of  the  Seriptares  by  ibe  BiUa  Soeietiea 
wHhin  the  United  Sutcs,"  and  it  passed  to  a  thiid 
reading* 

The  Seoata  reanmed,  aa  la  Coamittefl  of  tbt 
Whole,  tha«oaaid«ntiioii«f  »h«  bill,  mthM  «An 
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act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Rox- 
burgh," and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wts 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  eootinuiog  the 
salaries  of  certain  officers  of  Qovernmeot,"  re- 
ported it  without  ameDdment. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Represenlaiives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'Aa  act  concerniae  invalid  pen- 
sioners a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fur  tbe  relief  of 
George  T.  Ross,  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  tbe 
officers  and  men  lately  UDder  their  command  {" 
also,  a  resolution  requesting  tbe  FresideDt  of  tbe 
United  States  to  cause  further  obeerraiion  to  be 
made,  with  a  riew  of  ascertaining  the  longitude  of 
ihe  Capitol,  in  theCiiy  of  Washington  ;  in  which 
bills  and  resolutioa  they  request  tbe  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  The^  bare  agreed  to  the  amead- 
mcDls  to  the  bill  entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  President  and  Dtreelora  of  the  Washing- 
ton Bridge  Company,"  with  an  ain«ndment,  m 
which  they  request  the  coDcurreoceoftheSeaate. 
They  bare  disagreed  to  tbe  amendmenis  of  the 
Senate  to  tbe  biU,  entitled  '*An  act  supplemental 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  r^ulating  and  defining 
the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  111^ 
Dois,  and  for  Testing  la  the  cotirts  of  ihe  Terri- 
tory oi  Indiana,  a  jurisdiction  in  chancery  cases 
arising  in  the  said  Territory." 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  tbe  House  of  Represenu- 
tires,  to  the  bill  last  mentioned.  Whereupon, 

jRetolved,  That  they  recede  therefrom. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Renresentatires  to  their 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Wash- 
ington Bridge  Company."  Whereapon, 

Jtesohed,  That  they  concur  therein. 

The  two  bills  and  resolution  last  brought  up 
for  concurrence  were  read,  and  severally  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  Senate  aad  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  re- 
spective Houses  on  tbe  20ib  day  of  April  iostaot, 
and  the  resolution  having  been  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  "  30th,"  on  motion,  by  Mr.  BiRBotrs,  to 
fill  the  blank  with  "  27,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  X6,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Daggrett,  Goldsbor- 
oaib,  Baiper,  Horsey.  HoweU,  MaSbn  of  New  Hamp. 
sUie.  Mason  o£  Virginia.  Roberts,  Rogglss,  Sanfoid. 
Thompsoii.  Tidanor,  Wdfa,  and  WiUon. 

Nats— Messn.  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  Fio- 
iMBtin,  GaiUanl,  Oore,  King,  LaBDck,  Ibwoo,  Moi^ 
nw,  Tai^  Turner,  Vamum,  and  WtUians. 

The  resolution  having  been  amended,  the 
PaEBinfiNT  reported  it  to  tbe  House  accordingly; 
and  on  the  question  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
agreed  to  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  tilling 
the  blank  with  "27,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
nmtive-Mreas  15.  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Taia^tfaasis.  Barboor,  Barty.  Daggett,  GoMi* 


boroogk,  HoiB^,  HoweU,  Mason  of  New  HampsluTS, 

Mason  (MT  Virginia,  Roberts,  Rnggles,  Sanford,  Thomp- 
son,  Tiebeaor,  Wells,  and  WtisoD. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit, 
Sans,  Fromentin,  GsUlai^,  Gore,  King,  Lseock,  Ma- 
con, Ifforrow,  Tait,  Torner,  Vamum,  and  Wiltisms. 

■  On  motion,  to  strike  out  "  Saturday,  the  

day  of  April,  instant."  and  insert  *'  Wednesday, 
the  first  dsy  of  May  belt,"  it  was  determined  u 
the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Yau — Messrs.  Barry,  OampbeU,  Condit,  Dana, 
Fromentin,  Goldsborongb,  Qot9,  Kijig,  Laoock,  Ma- 
son of  Virginia.  Morrow,  EobertM,  Roggles>  Tait,  Var- 
num,  and  Welli. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Chace,  Dsggett, 
Gaillard,  Horsey,  HoweU,  Macon,  Mason  of  Nev 
Hampshire,  Sanford,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Tonwr, 
WiUianu,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  the  amendment  be 
engroased^nd  the  reaolution  read  a  third  lime  as 
amended?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others,"  repotted  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  fix  the  commissions  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  to  revive  aad 
continue  in  force  "  An  act  further  to  provide  for 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  unnsge. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampsbtre, 
to  strike  out  tbe  third  section  of  tbe  bill,  as  fol* 
lows: 

Bsc.  3.  And  be  U  further  enaeied.  That  the  act  en- 
tiUed  "An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  «>I>«^.|^ 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,*'  passed  on  tbe  nurd 
dsy  of  March,  1816,  be,  and  the  same  if,  faeretry  n- 
Tived  and  made  of  force :  Provided  howevert  ^hat 
nothing  in  the  aghth  section  thereof  shaU  be  construed 
to  affect  the  duration  of  tbe  act  so  revived,  but  tbe 
said  act  shall  be  of  force  without  Umitation  as  to  tune. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yets  6| 
nays  12,  as  follovrs : 

Tsia— Hessn.  Danett,  Gaillanl,  Ooldsboroogb, 
Gore,  Harper,  MacMi,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
Tbompson. 

Nats— Messrs.  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit,  HoWW, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rug^e^  Tail, 
Tomer,  Vamum,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Habpek,  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  Pbgsiobht  reported  it  to  th< 
House  accordingly;  and  on  tbe  question,  ''Shall 
the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  aa  amended?"  it  was  determined  m 
the  affirmatire. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,' 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  biU,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Rufus  S.  Reed  and  Daniel 
Dobbins,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed)  as  in  Committee  of 
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Whol^  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  ealitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Asher  Patmer,"  and  it  pasted 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  id  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  for  tbe  relief  of  John  Crosby  and  John  Cros* 
bfjianior,**  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
act  for  the  relief  of  Taylor  and  MeNeal,  and 
Henry  and  John  McLeister,"  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  owners  of  goods  en- 
tered at  Hampden,  in  the  District  of  Maine." 
Mr.  Vautdh  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair, 
and  no  amendment  hariog  been  agreed  to,  the 
PuaiDBirr  resumed  the  Chair,  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House ;  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
.reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
•etaapplemeotary  to  an  aet  gnnting  bounties  in 
tands  and  extra  par  to  eertwn  Canadian  Tolun- 
tcers,"  and  it  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  hill  last  mentioned  was  read  a 
Aird  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  aet  of 
theGeneral  Assembly  of  Virginia  therein  named," 
aad  it  passed  tb  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoosideraiioQ  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  confirming  the  titles  of  certain  purchasers  of 
land,  who  purchased  from  the  Board  of  Trustees 
for  the  Tincennes  University,"  and  it  passed  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whoje,  tbe  eonsidention  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  to  authorize  the  sale  of  lands  forfdted  to  the 
Dnited  States,  in  the  district  of  JeffersouTille,  at 
the  land  office  in  said  district,"  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  proTidiog  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at 
tbe  British  fort,  at  the  Miami  of  the  Ijake,  at 
the  foot  of  the  Rapids,  and  for  other  parpoaes," 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoniideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  proTiding  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at 
the  lower  ra|>ids  of  the  Sandusky  rirer,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Samurl  Dick,  William  Bruce, 
and  Asa  Ktchdl,**  and  it  passed  to  a  third  read- 

The  Senate  rcumedf  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonridention  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Tht  Saaaiff  reamiMd,  as  in  Conmittee  «f  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  granting  to  Amos  Spafibrd  the  right  of  pre- 
emption," and  it  passed  to  a  tbird  reading. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Leranx  Trndean," 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee  ;  and  the  amendment  bar* 
ing  been  agreed  to,  the  pBssinENT  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed. and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as  ameaud  V  ti  was 
determined  in  tbe  affirmatiTe. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  William  Crawford,  Fredertek 
Bates,  and  William  Glarrard,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and  tbe  ameadments  having  been  agreed 
1^  the  Pbbsidbht  reported  the  bill  to  tbe  House 
accordingly }  and  on  tbe  question,  "  Shall  tbe 
amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  V*  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmatire. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  ihe  bill  entitled  "An 
aet  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  to  John 
T.  Courtney  and  Samuel  Harrison,  or  their  legal 
representatives,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  Resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  coosideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Con- 
stitution for  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop^f- 
war  Levant}"  and  on  the  (question,  "Shall  the 
bill  be  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in 
tbe  affirmative— yeas  19,  nays  6, as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Barrr,  Brown,  Campb^  Cbace, 
Condit,  Daggett  Oaillard,  OoldriMWOOg^  Qot9,  Har- 
per, HoweHTLacoek,  Rugglea,  8anfi»d,  Tait,  Thomp* 
ton,  TichenoT,  'VnUiiuns,  and  WU«». 

Nats— Means.  Barfaonr.  Bibb,  Macon,  MaM>n  of 
Tirgiaia*  TnnHTf  and  Yamun. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  actfor  reducing 
the  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  winea,  spirit- 
uous liquors,  and  foreign  mcrebandis^"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  Pharaoh  Farrow  and  others;"  and 
it  Mssed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  James  Leviogs;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonudcration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children 
of  Charles  Dolphj"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
«»dtng.  .  . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entiued  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Young  King,  «  diief  of  the 
Seneca  tribe  of  Indians and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 
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The  Senate  returned,  as  in  Committee  of  tha 
Wholes  tbe  emsiderattoa  d  the  bilL  entitled  "An 
atit  proTidiDff  for  the  distribution  of  one  haodred 
thousand  duhurs  among  the  eaptors  of  the  Alge- 
riae  ressel^  captured  end  restored  to  the  Dey  of 
Abricrs;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  readiag. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  aathorize 
the  issuioff  of  a  grant  to  Major  General  Andrew 
Jackson  for  a  tract  of  land.  Mr.  Vabnux  was 
reooested  to  lake  the  Chair. 

On  motioo,  hf  Mr.  Lagock,  ibai  tbe  farther 
coDsideratioQ  thereof  be  postponed  until  tbe  first 
Monday  in  Jaly  next,  it  was  determined  in  tbe 
affirmatiTe — yeas  17,  nays  13,  as  fellows: 

YsM — MeeRB.  Bury,  Daggett,  Duia,  Gaffiard, 
OeUbbcMeogfa,  Goie,  Kin^  Laooct,  Maoon,  Mason  of 
Mmf  Haatpshire,  Morrow,  Itobsrt^  Rl^glaet  Tfamap* 
ton,  Tomer,  Walla,  ud  WibMi. 

NaM-MeasK  Baibenr,  Bnwa,  Caa»beU»  Chaca, 
Geadi^  Fkomentin,  Hamer,  Howd,  Maaon  of  Tir- 
giniar  Sahted,  Tait,  and  Vamm. 

TacBBOAY,  April  25. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  oa  Naral  Af* 
fairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  appropriating  tbe  mm  of  two  thousand  fire 
hnodred  dollars,  for  the  purpose  therein  men- 
tioned;" reported  it  witbout  amendment,  aod 
tlw  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbote^and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  T  AIT,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  allowing 
pBjr  to  ectlaiu  pefaoas  made  prisoners  with  the 
revenue  cutter  SarreyoF,"  reported  it  without 
ameDdment;  and  the  bill  was  considwed  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kiko,  tbe  committee  to 
whfHD  was  referred  the  menori^  of  John  Ste- 
Tens,  of  New  Jersey,  were  dii«haCf>d'frQift  tbe 
further  consideraiiun  thereof. 

On  motioo,  by  Mr.  RooaLBS,  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Faria,  were  discba^^  £rom  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof. 

The  resolution  autborizing  the  employment  of 
a  skilful  assistant,  in  addition  to  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers, was  read  tbe  second  time,  aod  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  aod  ba?ing  been 
amendedf  the  pRsaiUMT  reported  it  to  the  House 
aafordingly}  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this 
nsohuioB  m  engrosved  ancT  read  a  third  time?" 
it  was  determined  in  the  affiimative. 

The  "  Resolution  requesting  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  further  obeerratioos  to 
be  made,  with  a  view  of  aaeeruining  the  longir 
tode  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  ll^ingtoa,'' 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Qeo^  T.  Ross,  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the 
officers  and  men  lately  under  their  command," 
waa  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Naral  ASairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  eoncemiog  invalid 
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pensionary"  waa  read  the  aeebnd  time,  and  rcfisr- 
red  to  a  saeet  ecmmitiee}  and  Mean*.  Lagock, 
Hoaaow,  and  Vabmdh,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  WiiMK  j^escnted  the  petition  of  Titus  V. 
Sliter  aod  othera.  praying  pensions,  as  stated  in 
the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
oommittee  laat  mentioned. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comraiuee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, aitd  for  the  admiseion  of  aueh  State  into 
tbe  Uniou  on  an  equal  foxing  with  the  originai 
States." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BABsonn,  the  further  oon- 
sidnatioB  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  io  July  nezL 

Theull  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Whaatoo,"  waa  read  a  third  tima,  and  passed. 

The  bill  enUUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Hamon,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  tbe  relief  of 
Ephraim  Sbaln',"  was  read  a  third  tim^  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  direeiiog  tbe  dis- 
charge of  Ebenezer  Eeeler  aod  John  Francis 
from  imprisoament,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  aod 
passed. 

Tbe  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  now  al- 
lowed by  law  to  inqiectoirs,  measurers,  wethers, 
aod  gangers,  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
customs,  was  read  a  third  time,  and*  paaaed. 

Tbe  bill  eotitled  "An  act  i<w  the  free  importa- 
tion of  stereotype  i^tes,  aod  to  encourage  the 
printing  aad  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  Scrip- 
tnrea  w  the  Bibla  Societies  within  the  Uaited 
Stotes,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  eotitled  "  Aft  act  for  the  relief  of 
Young  King,  a  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  In- 
dians," was  read  a  third  time,  aod  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  -'An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  tbe 
widow  and  chtldreB  of  Charles  Dolph,  deaeascd,'* 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Jamea  l4evia^*'  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  providiag  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  among 
the  captors  of  the  Algerine  vessels,  captured  aad 
restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  aod  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  Pharaoh 
Farrow,"  was  read  a  third  tim^  and  paaaed. 

The  biU  entitled  ''An  aet  rewarding  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  itf  the  ConstitaUon  for  the  eaplarc 
of  the  British  aloopK>f-war  Levant,"  waa  nad  a 
third  tine,  uid  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  to  John  T.  Courtney  and  Sam- 
uel Harrison,  or  their  legal  representotive^"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tha  bill  entitled  "  An  act  granting  to  Amos 
Spaflbrd  tbe  right  oi  pre-emptioo,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
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Qct  Dick,  Wiiltam  Bruc^  mad  Ast  Kitehdl,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed. 

The  bill  entitled  "Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Thos. 
H.  Boyle."  was  read  a  third  time,  aad  paascd. 

Th«  bill  eDiitled  "An  aet  pnTidiog  for  the  aale 
of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  lower  rapids  of  Sao- 
iaskf  river,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  proriding  for  the  sale 
of  the  traet  of  land  at  the  British  for^  at  the 
Miami  of  the  I<ake.  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a  third  time,  aad 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sale 
of  lands  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  JeffersonTille.  at  the  land  office  in  said 
district,"  was  read  a  taird  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  confirming  the  titles 
of  certain  purchasers  of  land  who  purchased  from 
the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  Vioceanes  Uoiver- 
ut^"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 
The  bill  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  asseut 
j  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly 
I  ojT  Virginia,  therein  named,"  was  read  a  third 
'  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain owner*  of  goods  entered  at  Hampden,  in  the 
district  of  Mame,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tay- 
lor and  McNealj  Brans  and  McNeal,  and  Henry 
ud  John  McLeister,"  was  r«ul  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "Ad  aet  for  the  relief  of  John 
Crosby  and  John  Crosby,  jr.,"  was  read  a  third 
'  tin^,  and  psssed. 

I  The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asber 
j  I^lmer,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Rufus 
3.  Reed  and  Daniel  Dobbins,"  was  read  a  third 
tiouL  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,"  was  read  a  third 
tim&nod  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Alexander  Roxburgh,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entiiled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrer,  William  Young, 
William  Moseley,  and  William  Leech,"  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en* 
grossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  psMed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  ibe  relief  of  Charles  Ross  and  Samuel  fireck, 
turririog  executors  of  John  Ross,  deceased,"  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  Ml!  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  amendmenu  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
for  the  relief  of  fidanassah  Miner,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed," 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Suolvtd^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aa  act  to 
fix  the  commissiotis  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct 
tax  and  internal  daties,  and  to  reme  and.  con- 
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tioue  in  force  'An  act  further  to  provide  for  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
baring  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Re$olved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend* 
ment. 

Tfae  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Anael 
for  the  relief  of  Charles  Levaux  Trudeau,"  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
eogrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Resoivcd,  Thai  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet 
for  the  relief  of  William  Crawford,  Frederick 
Bates,  and  William  Qarrard,"  having  been  re< 
ported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amendeiT 

Retohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendment  to  the  "Resolutionautboriziog 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respec- 
tive Houses,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Tait,  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolation 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet. 
for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler,"  having  been  re-* 
ported  by  the  committee  correctly  eogrossed,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmenu. 

The  Resolution  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  compile  and  print,  once  in  every  two 
years,  a  register  of  all  officers  and  agents,  civil, 
military,  and  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  "  Resolntion  to 
indemnify  Jabez  Mowry  and  others,"  together 
with  the  amendments  renorted  tiwrelo  by  the  se- 
lect committee ;  and  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  t^  the  Prbbideht  reported  the  reso- 
lution to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Shall  the  amendroenis  be  engrossed, and 
the  resolution  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the'  Navy  of  the 
United  States,"  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  the 
amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Phbsidbkt 
reported  tbf  bill  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and 
on  the  q^uestioa,  "  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Bbown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bilL  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Peter  Audrain,"  reported  it  with  an  amendnicnt, 
which  was  read,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to,  and  the  PaBsioBifT 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  on 
the  question.  "  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  V  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioD  of  the  bill,  eolitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Todd and  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time?  it 
was  determined  in  the  flffirmatire— yeas  IS,  nays 
14.  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Brown,  Cam|^ll, 
Ssggett,  Gaillard,  Ooldsborough,  Harper,  Horsey, 
Howdl,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Sanford,  Tichenor,  Tur- 
ner, and  Williams. 

Nats — Mesne.  Bibb,  Chaee,  Condit,  Dtltia,  King, 
Lacock,  Macon,  Roberts,  Buggies,  Tail,  Thompson, 
Vaznum,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  Bbown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit 
of  John  P.  Maxwell  and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell."  re- 
ported it  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
survey  of  two  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands, 
in  lieu  of  that  quantity  heretofore  authorized  to 
besarreyed,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  mili- 
tary bounty  lands,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
•Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  passed  the  30ih  of 
liilaroh,  1803,  to  reeulate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Ionian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on 
the  frontiers!"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  certain  pans  of  the  act  providing  for 
the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri;" 
and  It  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farish;"  and  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 
July  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reierred  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
lioe.  on  State  and  CoDtinenlal  Bstablishment ; 
and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  and 

Ordtred,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  State  and 
Continental  establishment,  for  bounty  lands,  be 
also  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  July 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  and  to 
allow  him  a  compensation  for  his  agency  in  coun* 
tersigning  and  issuing  Treasury  notes;  and  on 
.the  'question.  "  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
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read  a  third  lime  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  21,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messra.  Barbour,  Barry,  Chace,  Condit,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Harper,  Horsey, 
Howell,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow, 
Rugglea,  Sanford,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Var- 
num,  and  Williams. 

Nati — Messrs.  Bibb,  Lacock,  Macon,  Roberts,  Tur- 
ner, Wella,  and  Wilson. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  building  of  three  light-hoiues, 
viz;  one  on  Race  Point,  one  on  Point  Gammoa, 
and  one  on  the  island  of  Petite  Manon,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  rebuilding  tight- 
houses,  and  for  completing  the  plan  of  n^fatiog 
them  according;  to  the  improvements  of  Wmslow 
Lewis,  for  placing  beacons  and  buoys,  for  preser- 
ving Little  Guli  Island,  and  for  survefing  the 
coast  of  the  United  States,"  and  it  passea  Coa 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Varnum  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of 
Chaplains  to  Congress. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Manac,"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  an  appropriation  for  encIosiDg  and 
improving  the  public  sQuare,near  the  Capitoi^ad 
to  abolish  the  office  of  Commissioaers  of  the  Pab- 
lic  Buildings,  and  of  Superintendent,  and  for  the 
appointment  of  one  Commissioner  for  the  Public 
Buildings,"  together  with  the  amendments  report- 
ed thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  with  farther 
amendment,  thePnEaiDENTreported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall 
the  amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  lime  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  post  roads,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee. Mr.  Varndh  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair,  and  the  amendments  having  been  aneed 
to,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  aod  the 
bill  was  reported  accordingly ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion,," Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  the  currency  within  the  United 
States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France, 
and  five  franc  pieces,"  aad  it  passed  to  a  thiid 
readiog. 


Proceedinga. 


Digitized  by 


S57 


m 


AfKtLt  1816. 


Senate  tcsomed^  a«  in  CooMniltee  of  the 
Wfaole,  thecoatideratioD  of  the  bill,  «ntitied  "An 
got  (o  pr«Tide  for  tke  aMoiDtmat  of  a  sarvcyor 
of  the  |mbtic  Uadi,  in  tae  Territories  of  lUiDois 
<Dd  Missouri,"  together  with  the  amendments 
tttported  thereto  by  the  select  commiuee ;  and 
the  ameDdmeats  baring  been  agreed  to,  the  Paaa- 
iDSftT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly ; 
and.oa  ihe  questioa,  "  Shall  the  am^odcQents  be 
««j0pss««t  and  the  bill  read  a  third  tine  as  aneodr 
ad?"  it  nadeierauoed  in  the  affirataiira. 

The  Senate  resvmed,  as  in  Ckmnnuitee  of  the 
Wkait,  lhe«wsidnrarionof  the  bill,  e«tiiled  "As 
mat  c—ewaing  tba-  owaers,  offioersyand  eeew  trf 
tbtprieatew  Rogw^aod  the  bill  htTisg  bera 
ameMed,tbe-PuMMirT  reported  it  to  tbeHoase 
aceordiDgly ;  and  oo  the  qnestioo,  "Shall  the 
amendmenu  be.  engrossed,  apd  the  bill  read  a 
tfrird  time  as  amended?'  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmatiTe. 

The  Senate  reaamed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Wbdie,  the  coasideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
not  pnvidtBg  for  the  sale  U  ccctain  lands  in  the 
State  of  Ohifi,  fwiaszly  set  apift  fer  refogees 
from  Canada  and  Nora  Scotia,"  and  it  paMed  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  ot  the 
Wbol^  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  estaUiefa  a  land  district  in  the  Illinois  Ter- 
riiorr.  north  of  the  distcici  of  Kaakaskia,"  aad  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  HamilioD,"  and  on 
the  ^estion,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
timeT'  it  was  determined  in  the  DegatiTe—yeas 
20,  nays  6,  as  follows: 

Tai«— Mewmt.  Baritioor,  Bsngr,  Browa,  ^i^Me* 
Daggett,  GaUIaidt  CMdilwroQ^  Gore,  Horsey,  How- 
«B,  Kingt  I'scock,  Mason  of  New  HsjnMhinH  Mason 
of  Virg^iat  Morrow,  Bnggleit  Ssaforo,  Thompwui. 
TjOteW,  and  Willuifas. 

Vam— MmwM'  Cendtt*  Macon,  Bobeit^b  Tomer* 
Tsranm,  and  Wilson* 

The  Saoate  resamed.  as  in  CommUtee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  fot  oaaes  of  lost  military  land  war> 
rants,  and  disehanes  for  iaithful  serTiees,"  and  it 
paaaed  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
WAol^  the  eotosidention  of  the  bUl,  entitled  "An 
act  10  enable  the  Levy  Court  in  the  county  of 
Alexandria  to  lay  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
frayior  the  expense  of  erecting  a  jail  and  court- 
house,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  prpTidtng  for  an  additional  compensation  to 
the  district  judge  of  the  sonthern  district  of 
New  York,"  and  it  passed  to  e  third  readiuff. 

Ttie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  David  Coffin,  Samuel  and 
WiUlam  Rodman,  and  Samuel  Rodman,  junior,'' 
logetfur  waih  tke  anuBdmtnt  topoiced  ihento  hf 


the  select  committee ;  and  the  atBendmcnt  hav-* 
iog  been  agceed  to,  the  PaBsinGMT  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on  the  question, 
"  Shall  the  ameodmect  be  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third,  time  as  amendad.?"  it  wa#  do- 
t«miaed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  «he 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  **An 
act  for  the  confirmation  of  certain  claims  to  land 
in  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana," 
together  with  the  amendmeota  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and  the  amendments 
baring  been  agreed  to,  the  Pbkbidbht  reported  the 
hill  to  the  House  aceordiogly;  and  on  theques> 
lion,  "  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and' 
the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  7"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
M^le,  the-  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  authorizing  the  judges  of  the  cireult  court- 
for  the  Dietnet  of  Columbia  to  prepare  a  code  of 
iurispradeDce  for  the  sai^  Dt3trict|''  and  the  bill 
having  been  ameitded,  the  Pbesidekt  reported' 
it  to  the  Hoose  accordingly ;  and  on  the  qnestion. 
"  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bm 
read  a  third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  deter* 
mined  la  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  therelief  of  Moses  Turner,"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senato  resumed,  at  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  pre'Cmption  righa  given  in  the 
purchase  of  lands  to  settlen  in  the  Stale  of  I«qu- 
isiaoa,  and  ia  ifae  T^ritories  of  Missouri,  and 
Illinois,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  payment  of  the  militia  in  the  eaae 
therein  mentioned,"  and  it  paued  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  S.  Newell,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whol^  tbe  considteration  of  tbe  bill,  entilled  "An 
aet  continuing  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of 
Goveinment,"  and  it  parsed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resnraed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wholes  the  eonsideraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  sarreyiDv  and  making  a  road 
in  tbe  Territory  of  lUiaoia^^and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  to  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  an  appropriauon  for  repairing  certain  . 
road^  therein  described,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Seaate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  moo^ 
to  John  Rodgers  and  others,"  and  it  paand  to  a 
third  leadii^. 

The  Senate  leanmed,  aain  Onminiim.of  tha/^ 
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Whole,  ibe  eonsidention  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  authorising  the  paTmenl  of  a  mm  of  mtmey 
to  Joseph  Stewart  aod  others,**  and  it  paned  to  a 

third  readiog. 

SALARIES  OF  SECRETARY  AND  CLERK. 

The  Senate  reitamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideration  of  the  bill,  eaiiiled  "An 
act  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Cterfc  of  the  Hoose  of  Represen- 
tatives, and  making  a  temporary  prorision  for  the 
clerks  employed  in  their  offices,"  tc^eiher  with 
the  amenomeDts  rejWfied  thereto  by  the  select 
committee ;  and  on  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  the 
first  amendment,  to  wit :  "  Section  1,  line  6,  strike 
oat  'three  ihoQsand,'  and  insert  '  two  thoasand 
fire  bnndred,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negatire — 
yeas  10^  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Tkas— Mean.  Obndit,  GaitlanI,  Gore,  Luock,  Ma- 
cMit  Moirow,  RobectB,  Rogues,  Vanmrn,  and  Wilson. 

Mais— Maean.  Bwbonr,  Btny,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chtce,  Dsfgett,  Fromentin,  Goldiboroii|^  H«j]^, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Kingt  Mason  of  New  Hunpifairflb 
MsBon  of  Yiigmi^  Sanfotd,  Tai^  Tichenor,  and 
WilUams. 

The  second  amendment  haTiogbeen  agreed  to, 
the  bill  was  farther  amended,  and  on  motion  by 
Ur.  Laoock,  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
bill  be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  June 
nut,  it  was  determined  in  the  negaiire— yeas  5, 
nays  S3,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Lacock,  Macon,  Roberts,  Vamnm, 
and  Wilson. 

Nats — Meeirs.  Barboar,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Golds- 
beroagb,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  Howell,  King,  Mason 
of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Rog- 
iJes,  Saoford,  Talt,  Tichenor,  and  Williams. 

No  further  ameodmeot  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  Pbesident  reported  the  bill  to  the  House;  and 
on  the  question  to  coacur  in  the  amendment 
agreed  to  b«  in  Commiitee  of  the  Whole,  to  wit : 
Section  3,  line  1,  strike  out  '*  for  the  present  year 
only,"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
19.  nays  7,  as  follows : 

Tbas— Meam.  Barbour,  Bar^,  Brown,  Chace,  Dag- 
gett, Promeotio,  GaSIaid,  Goldsboroogb,  Gore,  Huper, 
Horsey,  HoweU,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Saorord,  Tait,  Tichenor,  and  Wil- 
liams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Coodit,  Lacock,  Macon,  Monow, 
Roberts,  Varonm,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Vabnum,  to  add  a  new  sec- 
tion aa  follows: 

*'And  be  U  furthtr  tnaeted.  That  for  the  present 
year  there  be  allowed  and  paid  two  hundred  dollars  to 
each  of  the  cleits  Id  the  offices  of  the  several  Depart- 
nenU  of  the  Govemmeot,  whose  compensation  bu 
aot  heretofore  exceeded  thbteen  hoadred  dollsis,  in 
addttioB  to  their  usual  compensation,  and  the  sum  of 
ninety  dollars  to  eadi  of  the  messengers  and  assis- 
tant messengers  attached  to  the  Departments  of  the 
Qovemment." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  7, 
nays  21,  as  follows : 

Tba»— Messrs.  Condit,  Lacock,  Roberts^  Bnggls^ 
Tait,  Vaianm,  and  WiUiiBB. 


Nats — Massw.  Baiboor,  Ban^,  Brown,  Oampbdl, 
Chace,  Daggett.  Fromenthi,  GatUard,  GoMaborongh, 
Gore,  Harper,  Hmsey,  Howell,  King,  Macon,  MaaoB 
of  New  Hampshire,  Maeui  of  Viripnia,  Morrow,  Tich- 
enor, Tttmer,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing section : 

"And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  to  all  detka  em- 
ployed in  the  several  Departments  of  the  GovemmeBt, 
who  receive  less  than  eight  hundred  dollars,  thera 
shall  be  allowed  an  addition  of  twenty-five  per  eenUnn 
fin  the  present  year;  to  all  derks  who  receive  above 
eight  hundred  dollars  and  not  exceeding  one  thooeaad 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dtdlaxs,  twen^  per  esntom ;  and 
to  all  dmkM  who  receive  abova  ana  Iboasand  two  hun- 
dred uid  fifW  dollars  and  not  exceeding  Mie  thousand 
five  hnndred  dollars,  fifteen  per  centum ;  and  to  the 
several  messengers  employed  m  the  public  offices,  thera 
shall  be  diowed  to  them  respectively,  an  addition  of 
twenty  per  cent" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
nays  18,  as  follows: 

Vbas— Messis.  Condit,  Daggett,  Oaittaid,  Howel^ 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rnggles,  Saafiwd,  Talt, 
Turner,  Vamum,  and  Williams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barboar,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbdl, 
Chace,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Ooldsbonrngh,  Gore,  Bar- 
per.  Horsey,  King,  Maoon,  Mason  of  New  Hampaiiii^ 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  and  WibOB. 

On  motion  by  Bfr.  Yasmom,  to  add  the  foUov- 

ing  aeetion : 

**Aadbeit/iirtMermaaed,  That  the  Ghiflainaof 
the  two  Housea  of  Congress  shall  be  entitled  to  recMV^ 
aa  compensation  for  their  aerriees,  at  the  rale  of  ooe 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  each,  to  commence  with 
the  present  seeeion  of  Congress.'* 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatire— yeas  13, 
nays  17,  as  follows: 

TsAS— Messrs.  Condit,  Dana,  Gaillard,  HoweU, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Rngries,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor, 
Tamer,  Vamum,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barboor,  Barrv,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Daggett,  Goldd>orough,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey, 
King,  Lacodk,  Maoon,  Mason  <^  New  Hampshire,  Ma- 
son of  Virginia,  Sanford,  and  Williams. 

On  the  qaestion,  "  Shall  the  ameadneuta  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?^ 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatiTC. 


Frioav,  April  2Q. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  T.  Ross,  Daniel  T. 
Pauerson,  and  the  officers  and  men  lately  under 
their  command,"  reported  it  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Samfobd,  it  was  agreed  that 
Harman  Hendricks  ha?e  leare  to  withdraw  hia 
petition  and  papers. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsidention  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'Ab 
net  dedariag  the  eonaeat  of  Coj^creas  to  aola  of 
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the  State  of  South  CaroliBa,  aathoiuing  the 
Cilf  Coancil  of  Cbirlwton  to  impose  and  col* 
Jeet  ft  daty  on  the  loonage  of  vessels  from  foreign 
porta ;  and  to  acts  of  the  State  of  Oeorgia,  aa- 
thorixiog  the  impoaitioo  aad  eolleetion  of  a  duty 
on  the  toonaga  of  reasels  in  tbe  ports  of  Savaa- 
nnh  and  Si.  Mary's,"  t<vether  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; 
and  the  ameodmeat  haring  been  disagreed  to, 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  aod  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

Oo  motion,  (he  hill  last  mentioned  was  read 
a  third  time  by  nnanimona  eonsent,  and  pused. 

Bir.  Vauium  asked  and  obtained  leare  to  bring 
io  a  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Chaplains 
of  Congress }  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
Co  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  as- 
certain the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City 
of  Washington;  aod  on  theqaestion,  "Shall  this 
resolation  be  read  a  third  time  V  it  waadetermiaed 
in  the  negative.   So  the  resolation  was  lost. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
mosey  to  John  Rodgers  and  others,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  an  appropria- 
ttoD  for  refMiring  certain  roads  therein  described," 
was  read  a  ibira  time,  aod  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sur- 
Tef  iof  and  making  a  road  in  the  Territory  of 
Ulinoia."  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pused. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  eontinaing  the  aala- 
nes  certain  officers  of  QoTcrnment,"  vu  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
aeph  S.  Newell,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
piisaed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  payment  of 
the  militia,  in  the  case  therein  mentioned,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  eoDcerniog  preemp- 
tion rights  given  io  tbe  purchase  of  lands  to 
certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
in  the  Territories  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  a^t  for  the  relief  of  Moses 
Turner."  was  read  a  third  time,  aod  passed. 

The  bUlentitled  *'Annct  providing  an  additional 
compensation  to  the  distriot  judge  of  the  southern 
distnet  of  New  York,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entided  "An  act  to  enidile  the  Levy 
Court  of  tbe  coonty  of  Alexandrin  to  lay  a  tax 
for  the  purpose  of  drfrayiog  the  expense  of  erect- 
ting  a  jail  and  eoort-house,"  was  read  n  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  cases 
of  lost  military  land  warrants,  and  disoharges  for 
iaithfol  services,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Deth  Hamilton,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Tbe  hill  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliza- 
The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  load 
district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of  the  dis- 
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triet  of  Kaskaakia,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  set  providing  for  the  sale 
of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  formerly 
set  apart  for  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nora 
Scotia,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  car- 
rency  within  tbe  United  States  of  tbe  gold  ooins 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain, 
aod  the  crowns  of  France,  and  five  franc  pieces," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Manae,"  was  read  a  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  makioz  appr<^ia- 
tionsfor  rebuilding  light'bouaB8,androroomplel- 
ing  the  plan  of  lighting  them  according  to  the 
improvMuents  of  Wiiulow  Lewis;  for  pUcinc 
beacoDs  and  baojrs ;  for  preserving  Little  Oul 
Island ;  and  for  surveying  the  coast  of  the  United 
Stated,"  was  resd  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  toauthorize  the  build- 
ing  of  three  light-houses,  viz :  one  on  Race  Point 
one  on  Point  Qsmmon,  and  one  on  the  Island  cc 
Petite  Msnooj  io  the  State  of  Massaehnsetl^" 
was  read  a  third  time,  aod  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  certain  parts 
of  the  act  providing  for  tbe  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,"  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  sapplementary  to  the 
act  passed  the  30lh  of  March,  1802,  to  regulate 
tbe  trade  aod  iniercoorse  with  the  Indian  tribe^ 
and  to  preserve -peace  on  the  frontiers,"  was  nad 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  allowing  pay  to  oec- 
minpersoosmadeprisoners  with  the  revenue  entlar 
Surveyor,"  was  reed  a  third  time,  aod  passed. 

The  hill  entitled  *^An  act  authorizing  tbe  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart  and 
others,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  John 
P.  Maxwell  and  Huffb  H.  Maxwell,"  was  read  a 
third  tim&  and  pasaed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Todd^"  was  read  a  third  tims^  and 
passed. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  appfopriating  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the 
purpose  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  a  thjrd 
time,  and  on  tbe  question, "  Shall  this  bill  pass?" 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  9,  pays 
15,  as  follows: 

Tais— Msatn.  Bany,  Brown,  Daggett,  Goldaba- 
maA,  Honey,  How^  Saalbrd,  lUt,  and  Weils. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb.  Csmpbell.  Condit,  OaiUanl, 
Gors,  King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Morrow,  Robots,  Tkfan- 
nor,  Turner,  Vsmum,  Williams,  and  WiUen. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

Tbe  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  tbe  Register 
of  tbe  Treasury,  and  to  allow  him  a  eompensa- 
lioQ  for  his  agency  in  countersigning  and  ibsuing 
Treasury  notes,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  a  skilful  assistantin 
the  corps  of  engineers,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 
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The  ameiMkiients  to  the  resolation  to  indem- 
niff  Jabez  Mowry  and  others,  hariog  been  re- 
ported bj'  the  committee  eorreeily  engroBsed,  the 
nnohitioo  ms  lead  a  third  time  a>  amended. 

ieefoM,That  thitflvaoIatfoD  pass  vith  ameod- 
meatB. 

The  ameDdments  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
to  proride  for  the  eppelutmeat  of  a  snrre^or  of 
the  public  lands  ID  toe  Tenitorie*  of  niinan^Dd 
liinonri,"  having  been  xeported  by  ihe  commit- 
tee correctly  enffvoeaed,  the  bill  was  TCad  a  third 
tim««B  amendeo. 

iUmktedt  "Vbal  this  bill  pass  vith  aBMiid- 
nmis. 

The  amendmenta  to  the  biU  VntlHed  "  Ah  «et 
fat  the  grad  oal  incveiM  ot  fhe  atvy  of  the  Unked 
States,*^  hafiag  beton  remtnied  by  the  eotnaiinee 
eonectly  togrmsed,  the  mil  tras  read  a  third  tiiiie 
as  ttmeoded. 

Baohfd,  That  this  WU]^iiritb  an  amend- 
neat. 

The  amendmeDts  lo  the  hUl  entifled  "  An  act 
ooBoeniinf  the  owners,  offcets,  and  crew  of  the 
prjrateer  Roger,"  h«Ting  been  rep<ffted  by  the 
committee  correctly  euerossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

iRetohedy  That  this  bill  pus  with  amendments. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  David  Coffin,  Samael  and  Wil- 
Uilm  Rotefco,  and  Samnel  Redman,  jnuor," 
iMviag  been  farted  by  the  oomninee  emeetty 
mgroseed,  (be  bill  was  read  a  Alrd  time  as 
•amended. 

Bett^ved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
nent. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  enivlled  *^  An  act 
foi  the  relief  of  Peter  Atidrain,"  baring  beenre- 

Sited  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
i  was  read  a  third  time  as  ameaded. 
AewiMd,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amenda»DU  to  theMH  entitled  "An  aet 
'fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Bemte  and  Clerk  of  the  HoBse  of  RepreeAta- 
•tiveiL'UKl  makioe  a  teapoiwry  prorision  for  the 
Cle»s  employed  in  their  offices,"  having  bett 
vepOffled  by  the  eomniittee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  Mil  was  read  « third  time  as  amended. 

JfWofced,  That  this  bi&paHwith  amendBaeats. 

The  bill  entitled  "  Ab  not  makiag  an  appro- 
]^htion  for  eneloelA^  and  impvovtag  the  pnblic 

anare  near  the  Capitol,  and  to  abohsh  the  effiee 
Qpttaiisionprs  of  die  PnUic  Btttbltags,  «ad 
of '9ttpievi«endent,  and  for  «he  apwiatmeat  «f 
-one  Goii4ililaBtoD«T  of  the  PnMic  Bnudntgi,"  was 
teed  a  fhfrd  time  «b  amended. 
JRuoiiied,Tiiat  thts  bill  pass  with  amentdments. 
The  amendmenu  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  confirmation  of  certain  claims  to  land  in 
tite  'trestern  district  of  the  Sute  of  LoalBiana," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  hill  was  rend  a  third  time  as 
ameaded. 

itooived;  That  thla  bSl  pass  with  amendments. 
The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
to  establish  post  roads,"  having  been  reported  by 


the  committee  corteetly  eDgnwsed,  the  WR-  wta 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

ilwo^eed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  am^dments. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  **  An  aet 
anthorizing  the  judges  of  the  eireuit  eonrt  of  the 
District  of  Colombia,  to  pre|>are  a  code  of  jdria* 
pradence  for  the  said  Dntriot,"  having  been  Vfr> 
ported  by  the  committee  correetly  eogrossed,  tlw 
bill  was  read  a  third  tha*  as  ameoM. 

Renl9edy  That  this  bill  pass  whh  n  hmend- 
menL 

On  nwtton  by  Mr.  CjkMWtt, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Flnaneci  «tod 
an  Uniform  National  Gwriney,  to  whom  were 
nftrred  the  following  potiions  and  memoriain, 
to  wit :  the  memorial  of  Riehard  Catoo  ^nd 
others ;  the  memorial  of  Abner  LaBdntm ;  the 
memorial  of  Thomas,  Geoive.  and  Thomas,  and 
others ;  the  petition  of  the  President  «dd  Direc- 
tors of  the  Oeatral  Bank  of  Qeorgetown  «wl 
Washington ;  the  aiemorial  of  Stephen  GNrari 
and  others ;  the  petition  of  Joseph  Matq— ad ;  At 

Ktition  of  the  Pitaident  and  Direiton  of  'the 
ink  of  the  Metropolis;  the  petitioB  of  the  Co- 
lumbian Fire  Imoranoe  ComiMay  of  Aleuudvla ; 
and  the  memorial  of  the  Prendentand  Direetora 
of  Che  Patriotic  Bink  of  Washnagtan,  be  4dis- 
ehntgedfron  the  flnrfhar  oonsidefation  thereof 
respectively. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Buftonn. 
ONfafwd,  That  the  Committee  on  BlilllwT 
Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  foUo'wiffg  pio- 
titions  and  nemorials,  to  wit :  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Pntnam ;  the  petition  of  Mathew  W. 
M'Lelian;  the  petition  of  Horatio  Aldin  ami 
Company;  the  petition  of  John  Rndolph:  the 
petition  of  Robert  Lovewell ;  the  petition  of  Ber- 
nard O'Neal ;  the  memorial  of  Mathew  M*Coii- 
nel  and  others :  the  petition  of  Robert  Sewall ; 
the  petition  of  Niobofas  B<rileviD ;  the  petltnn  of 
John  de  Lassize ;  and  the  petition  of  Hcmy 
Dishbron  and  James  Chittenden,  be  discharged 
from  the  farther  eonsiitemlion  thereof,  reqieo- 
tively. 

The  Senate  renmed,  in  in  Gommlci«e  aC  tte 
Whole,  the  eomideivtioa  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  to  anthorize  the  aomy  of  two  miUIOtts  of 
acres  of  the  pobUe  latadB^  in  lien  of  tliAt  qoantity 
heretofbre  aothoHeed  to<be  sdrreyed,'ltt  tm  Ter- 
ritery  of  Miehigan,  as  military  botittty  laads," 
and  icpassed  lo  a  third  veading. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  tisBe 
by  tfoanimwiB  consent,  and  pessed. 

The  Senate  resttmed,  as  in  Committee  of  tfa« 
Whole,  the  oenstderation  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  for  redneing  the  doties  en  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spiritnonsliqaors,  and  foreign  ncEchMa- 
dise."  and  it  passed  to  a  third  readio^ . 

The  bill  last  mentiened  was  rend  a  third  tinae 
by  tftmimoos  cens«it,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Camphell,  from  the  committee  to  whon 
Whs  refierred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  anthorixtag 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  cancel  certain 
eiport  bonds  ezeented  br  Casper  C.  Sahntte,** 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  it  was  agreed  to  w- 
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tmuUn  Ike  voM  «  the  jcsoliitiMi  fmn  tke 
Bamtoi  RepnseMBtins  leletive  to  the  kdjoura- 
MM  of  the  premt  kskoq  -of  Congicss,  mmi  it 
was  determined  to  strike  out  "  Wednesday,  the 
fiM  day  of  May  next,"  and  ioseit  "  Tuesday,  the 
30th  day  of  April,  iaMant and  on  the  questioa, 
"  8heU  ibe  adi«Mment  be  engrossed  and  the 
Teaolation  read  a  third  ttiro  aa  aeaatided  ?"  it  was 
detenused  io  ihe  •ffirmative. 

On  motion  ihet  the  rrsoiiition  be  now  read  a 
third  time^  it  wasofajfloted  to  by  Mr.  Vakkvh, as 
agaiasi  the  role. 

Mr.LiooCK  {HMMQled  the  petition  of  Bdmnnd 
Stephenson,  praying  for  an  uerease  <rf  pension, 
as  sialed  in  the  petition,  whieh  was  read  and 
nferred  to  the  eemmittee  to  whom  was  refierred 
Ihe  btU^encitled  "An  Mt  eoacerBiag  iBvalid  pen- 
aionera,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  mtamge  fiom  the  Hoose  Af  nepteaeaiatiTes 
mfotmed  t£e  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
m  veoehition  idatire  to  the  mrecftetad«Uec- 
Ilea  of  the  pablie  revrnae,  ia  whieh  they  request 
the  eeoeerrcnce  of  the  Baate. 

The  lescdotien  last  mentioned  was  read  the 
irsc  and  second  time  by  nnanimoas  eonseotr  and 
rc&rced  to  the  Committee  on  SHnasee  aiM  mi 
Uiufonn  Natieaal  Oirreney,  to  coasider  rad  re* 
pert  thereon. 

Satdrdat,  April  27. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  Browh, 

Ordentd,  That  the  eommiitee,  to  wtiom  were 
irfened  the  foUowiof  memoriab  and  petitieos, 
Tiz :  the  aBemorial  of  Jesse  Tofti^f  jantoi ;  the 
memorial  of  the  Leg isktiTe  Coanetrand  Hoase 
of  Representatives  n  the  Mississipitt  Tertitoi y ; 
the  petition  of  Cornelia  Livingston  and  P.  V.  B. 
Linagston,  of  the  city  of  New  York  \  and  the 
■etition  of  John  Joaesaod  ethers,  be  discharged 
rmn  the  farther  eouideiatkm  thereof,  re^ec- 
lively. 

Od  metitHi  by  Mr.  Wiu.iams, 

Ordend,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
rcAered  the  petition  of  Benjamin  G.  Bo  wen,  and 
olhen,  neaaeogcrs  of  the  Public  Departmeats,  be 
dischmed  from  the  further  eoasidemiioii  thereof. 

Mr.FBOHBMTiM  kid  before  the  Senate  tlw  res- 
rtvtioB  of  the  Lcgistatwre  of  the  Slate  of  Louisi- 
— a^dtsMreoDg  to  theai»cadmeatof  the  Oonsti- 
tation  of^  United  States,  limiting  the  term  of 
aerrieefor  Seaators  of  the  United  Stales  to  four 
yaen,as  prt^estd  by  Ihe  £jigislal«reof  the  Slate 
t^Oeoivia' 

The  reiolatifm  and  proposed  amenikMat  irere 
tead. 

Mr.  FaojtfBif  TIN  also  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
restdoiion  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, disapproving  and  rejecting  tbeamendraents 
to  the  CoDStttatton  of  the  United  States  by  the 
Stales  of  Massachosells  and  ConneoUent. 

The  resohtitoB  and  pK^posedamendmeaiswere 
read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  disagree  to  the 
ameadmeats     the  Senate  to  the  biU^  entitled 


"An  act  fixing  the  eomptasation  of  the  SecrMarT' 
of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rejwfr' 
tentatires,  and  making  temporary  provision  for 
the  clerks  in  their  offices.  They  have  eoncwrnd 
in  the  ameadmentsof  the  Senate  to  the  bilt,-ettti- 
tied  ''An  act  to  estaUish  post  roads,"  eniepi  the 
third,  to  which  they  disagree. 

^he  bill  fixing  the  eompensation  of  the  Chap- 
lains of  Congress  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
the  blank  having  been  filled  with  "  five  hundred/' 
(HI  the  qtwstion,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  - 
read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  resolntioo  from  the 
House  of  Representative^felative  to  theadjoara- 
meat  of  the  present  session  of  Cesgreas,  haviag 
been  reported  by  Ihe  Committee  correetly  ea* 
groeied,  the  restAntiott  was  read  a  third  lime  m» 
amMded. 

JRetolved,  That  this  resolution  pass  with  an 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cemmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coasiderotiott  of  the  blU,  entitled  '^Aa 
aot  avtWizing  the  Coaq>troUer  of  the  Tcearanr 
to  cancel  ceruin  bonds  exeented  by  Casper  C. 
Schutle and  it  passed  to  a  third  rmdii^. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senato  proceeded  to  consider  their  amead- 
menis  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fiziag  the  oom- 
pcosation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  «ad 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  mak* 
ing  a  teeopomry  provision  for  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  offices,"  disagreed  to  by  the  Heoae 
of  Representatives.  Wheieapon, 

Resoited,  That  they  insist  thereon. 

On  motiott  by  Mr.XAOOo^  the  oommtuce'0 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bit!  dividing  the  Slate 
of  Praoeylvania  Into  two  judicial  diemcls  wflr« 
discharged  frmn  the  farther  coasidemtion  thereof. 

A  mesaege  from  the  House  of  RepresetktatiTts 
informed  the  Seniue  that  the  Honse  insist  ea 
ihdr  disagreement  to  the  first  and  second  ataend- 
meats  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa^aet 
fixing  the  compeasatioii  of  the  Seoretary  of  the 
Seaate  and  Cferk  of  the  House  of  R^eseMa- 
tives,  and  making  a  temporary  provision  for  Akt 
clerks  employed  in  their  oraees.*'  They  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  a  ibwm- 
back  of  duties  oo  spirits  dirtiUed  and  sugar  refined 
within  the  United  States  a  bill,  entitled  "An  a«l 
making  appropriaiioBs  for  earrying  into  ^bet  a 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chero- 
kee tribe  of  Indian^  concluded  at  WashingKm 
on  the  22d  day  of  Mareh,  1816;"  also  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  Btmplwaentary  w  an  aot  making 
alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  Warpepartmeata,  >^ 
passed  the  8th  dav  of  May,  1793;"— in  whiahT 
bills  they  request  the  eooeunenee  of  the  Sofhaie. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  a  dpawbaek 
of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  and  sug>>r  refined 
within  the  United  Sutes"  was  resd  the  seeoad 
time,  by  unanfmous  consent,  and  '«erred  to  the 
Comnuttee  on  Finaoeeandan  UAuorm  National 
Cvrreaey,  to  consider  and  report  Hereon. 
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The  bill  entitled  "At  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians, 
'coDcladed  at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  ofMarch, 
1816,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.BABBooRjfrom  the  Committee  on  Military 
AShirs,  to  whom  the  bill  last  mentioDed  was 
referred,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  the 
IhU  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  paraed  toa  third  reading;  and  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  first 
and  third  amendmeots,  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires,  and  makinj^  a  temporary  prorision  for  the 
clerks  employed  in  their  offices."  Wbereapon, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Kino, 

ReacAted,  Tbat  they  do  further  insist  on  their 
first  and  third  amendments,  and  ask  a  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered,  Tbat  Mr.  Kmo,  Mr.  Williahb,  and 
Mr.  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  be  the  managers 
of  the  same  on  the  part  or  the  Senate. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  War 
Departments,  passed  the  8ih  day  of  May,  1792," 
,«as  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
'  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
inated  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  relative  to  the  more 
effectual  collection  of  the  public  revenue,  reported 
it  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  Mr. 
Daha  having  submitted  a  further  amendment,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution,  together  with  the  amendments, 
was  postponed  nntit  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  farther  insist 
on  their  disagreement  to  the  first  and  third  amend- 
-  menta  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represeota- 
tires,  and  making  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
<•  clerks  in  their  offices."  Thejr  agree  to  the  con- 
ference proposed  on  the  subject,  and  have  ap- 
pointed managers  on  their  part. 

MoNUAY,  April  29. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Fbombntin,  Dennis  de  la 
.  Roadif  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Loniti- 
•^ana }  the  petitioners,  by  a  number  of  citizens  of 
thcr^tateof  Loaisiana,  in  behalf  of  John  de  Las- 
siae,  «  New  Orleans;  and  also  the  petitioners  in 
bdialf  df  JumoDVille  de  ViUfers  ana  others;  had 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions  and  papers, 
lespectively. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Robebts,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Presi- 
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dent  of  the  United  States,  recommendio^  the 
creation  of  a  distinct  department  for  the  issuing  of 
patents,  were  d  Iseharged  from  the  farther  consid- 
eration thereof. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  allow  him  a 
compensation  for  his  agency  in  eonntmignii^ 
and  issuing  Treasury  notes;"~Whereapon, 

Bemdvea,  That  tbey  eoncar  therein. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fbombntin,  the  beirs  and 
representatives  of  Ignaee  Delino  had  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition  and  papns. 

Mr.  Laoock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  in- 
valid pensionersj"  reported  it  with  amendments; 
which  were  read,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  amendments  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  bill  was  further  amended,  and  the 
Pbbbidbht  reported  it  to  the  House  accordioglr ; 
and  on  the  question,  "Shall  the  amendments  oe 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  baring  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended,  by  nnanimoas  consent.  - 

Retolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmenu. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  far- 
ther  appropriations  for  the  year  1816;  and  the 
bill  having Wn  amended,  the  Pbesioeht  reported 
it  to  the  Hoase  accordingly ;  and  on  the  question, 
"Shall  this  bill  be  engronsed,  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  vras  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  sitow  a  draw- 
back of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  and  sugar  re- 
fined within  the  United  Stales,"  reported  it  with 
amendments;  which  were  read,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  amend- 
ments baring  been  agreed  to,  the  Pbbbidbrt  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  Hoase  aceordinriy ;  and  on 
the  question,  "Shall  the  amendments  be  ennoss- 
ed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as  amended 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  baring  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  hiU  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended,  by  ananimous  consent. 

jRetolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  engrossed  bill,  fixing  the  compensation  of 
the  Chaplains  of  Congress^  was  read  a  third  tim^ 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  post 
roads ;"  disagreed  to  by  the  Honse  of  Represenu- 
tires.  Whereupon. 

Baolved,  That  they  recede  therefrom. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the ' 
Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  the  Hoase  of  Repre- 
seota i  ires,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the 
compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clen  of  the  House  of  Repreaentatlres,  and  nuk- 
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ittg  a  tnoporary  provision  for  the  clerks  employed 
in  tfaeir  offiees,"  reported  that  the  Senate  insist 
on  ibeir  first  and  third  amendments,  aad  that  the 
bill  be  further  amended  by  a^^ing,  after  the  word 
'^effect,'*  in  the  last  line^theirordf,''aiideontinDe 
in  force  for  two  years." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  raport 
last  mentioned.  Wbereapon, 

JZaniaMi,  That  thay  conear  therein,  and  that 
tbe  bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  Lacock  sabmitted  the  following  ksoIo- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  ptand  to  tha  second 
reading: 

Raoiced,  Thmt  Robert  Tffeedj,  Tobiu  SimpMo, 
and  George  Hicks,  Awstants  to  the  Sergeant-at-Aims 
and  Doodkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid,  oat  of  the  con- 
tingent liud,  two  doUan  a  day  for  eadi  day  they  may 
liaTo  attended  the  Senate  during  tbe  present  seasioo  of 
Congreaa;  and  that  Cbartea  Tuna  be  allowed  one 
bandrad  didlan  Ar  bis  attendance  during  the  present 
•eanon. 

Tbe  resolution  was  read  tbe  second  time  by 
usanimoDs  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and  on  tbe  question,  ^Shall 
this  resolution  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time?*  it  was  determined  in  the  aflSrmative. 

The  Teaolution  was  then  read  a  third  time  by 
nnaDimons  cooseot,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Represeatatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
tbe  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ad  act  to 
increase  the  salary  of  the  Register  of  tbe  Treas- 
ury, and  to  allow  him  a  compensation  for  his 
agency  in  countersigning  and  issuing  Treasury 
notes,"  with  amendments,  in  which  tbey  request 
the  conenrrence  of  tbe  Senate.  Tbey  have  con- 
enrred  in  tbe  report  of  tbe  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  Totes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  tbe  bfU,  entitled  **An  act  fixing  the  coinpen- 
aation  of  toe  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  making  a 
temporary  provision  for  tbe  clerks  in  their  offices," 
and  tluti  the  bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

COIJ.ECTION  OF  THE  BETENUE. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  rela- 
tire  to  the  more  efibetnal  eolleetion  of  the  public 
rerenne,  u^ther  mlh  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto. 

The  lestdntion  was  in  the  following  words : 
Remtiaedt  iy  the  Senate  and  Ibu$e  of  Rqtrttenta- 
Haet  of  the  Unitei  StaUa  of  Amtaiea  in  Congreu  a$- 
aembkdy  That  ttie  SecnUrr  of  tbe  Treasury  be,  and 
be  hereby  is,  required  aad  directed  to  adopt  soch  mea- 
sures as  be  may  deem  necessary,  to  causey  as  soon  as 
mmy  he,  sU  duties,  taiea,  debts,  or  snms  of  money  ac- 
cruing or  beoomiog  paraUe  to  the  United  States,  to  be 
eoUwrted  ai^  paid  in  the  legal  entren^  of  the  United 
Ststes,  or  Ttmsuij  not«i;  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Vniied  States,  as  by  law  provided  and  declared ;  and 
tbal^  ftnn  and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  Febmary 
aez^  no  wath  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money 
accruing  or  becoming,  payable  to  the  United  States  as 
aforesaid,  ought  to  be  eoUeeted  or  received  otherwise 
ttan  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or 
Tiassniy  notes,  or  notes  of  tiie  Bsnk  of  tbe  United 
Slates. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  fiARBOOR,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Moodsy  in  July  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  9,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Goldaboiongh,  Laoock,  Ma- 
son at  Virginis,  Mottow,  Boberti,  Rnggln,  Wells,  and 
Wilson. 

'  Navs— Messrs.  Bany,  BiU>,  Campbell,  Chaoe,  Con- 
dit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromaitui,GaiUBTd,Q«e,Harp«r, 
Howell,  ffiog,  Mao(»a,MBSonof  NswHsmpsl^,&n> 

ford,  Tait,  Tidienor,  Turner,  Vamum,  aad  WiUiiuns. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following 
amendment  reported  by  the  select  committee: 

Strike  out  all  tbe  resdotion  sfter  the  word  "  assem- 
bled," in  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  in  lienthsrsof 
the  following: 

That  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money  se- 
eming or  becoming  doe  to  tbe  United  States,  on|^t  to 
be  collected  and  received  in  tbe  lawful  money  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  Treasoiy  notes,  or  in  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and 
declared. 

And  TtMohed  further.  That,  from  and  after  the— 
day  of  —  next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts^  or  annss 
of  money  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United 
States  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or  received 
otherwise  than  in  tbe  lawfnl  money  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  Treasaiy  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
tbe  United  States,  as  aforesaid :  Provided,  neverthelete, 

That,  until  tiie  day  of  next,  it  shall  be  lawful 

for  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  to  cause  the  said  da- 
ties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money  so  accruing  and 
becoming  payablSf  to  be  ooUeded  and  received  in  the 
notes  of  any  bank  estaWiahed  1^  audioiitf  ni  the  Uat 
ted  States,  or  of  any  of  them,  which  shall  be  equal  in 
value  to  the  Treasury  notes,  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
and  two-fiJUts  per  cent,  per  annum.  And  in  case  tbe 
notes  of  any  of  tbe  said  banks  shall  be  of  leas  value 
than  the  Treasury  notes  aforesaid,  the  same  may  be 
received  at  a  discount  equal  to  tbe  dtflerence  in  value 
between  such  notes  and  tbe  aforesaid  Tressotr  notes, 
at  the  time  the  same  shall  be  so  reetfved.  And  that  it 
shall  be  lawfnl  fbr  the  Seeretanr  of  the  IVeaaurf ,  fiom 
time  to  time,  to  ascertain  tbe  ufierence  aforesaid,  and 
to  issue  instructions  directing  the  rates  of  discount  at 
which  soch  notes  shall  respectively  be  so  received. 

And  reeolved  further,  That  whenever  the  notes  of 
any  of  the  aforesaid  banks,  which  shall  be  of  less  value 
than  the  aforesaid  Treasoiy  notes,  shall  be  paid  in 
sstis&ction  of  sny  debt  or  sum  of  money  due  bvm  the 
United  Stslai^  tu  same  shall  be  pud  at  a  disoouit 
eqnal  to  tbe  dlAraaoe  in  vtlae  between  sndi  notes 
and  the  aforesaid  Trsaswy  notes  at  dw  time  of  such 
payment. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeu  11, 
nays  19,  as  ftrflom : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Cbace,  Dsggett,  Dans,  Fionontin, 
Gore,  Howell,  King,  Msson  of  New  Hampdiirs^  San- 
ford,  Ticbenor,  and  Turner. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Campbell, 
Condit,  Oaillard,  Goldsborough,  Harper,  Lacock,  Ma- 
con, Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rnggiss, 
Tait,  Vamum,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  tbe  question  to  agree  to  the  following  mo- 
tion, proposed  by  Mr.  Dana  : 

"  And  that  bank  bills  er  notes,  which  may  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  sums  due  to  the  United  States, 
hi  anyuie  district  of  the  customs,  Aall  bo  eqoal^ 
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reoetvtble  in  p^mt  (tf  liko  dtoUei  withm  miyiiithn 
dMtrict;" 

It  was  determiotd  in  the  negatire— yeu  3, 
nays  27,  as  follows : 

Yx&»— Mmr*.  Sum,  Mbmm,  and  Tanm. 

NiYtx-MMBi.  Barbour.  Bany,  Btbb.  OumM, 
Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  GtiUard,  CmUb- 
boioagh,  Oore,  Ha^wr.  Howalt,  Ki^,  Laoook,  Mason 
of  Naw  Haaipthira,  Mason  of  Viqiiua,  Momw,  Bob- 
arts,  Svndas,  Sanferd,  Tait,  lldiMMr,  VanMm,  Walli, 
WUUams,  «td  Wilson. 

Mr.  Gajipbbll  mored  to  add  r  clause  (substan- 
tially) to  include,  in  the  receinble  paper,  the 
notes  of  all  banks  wkiob  shall  pay  tbair  notes  oa 
dnHBd  in  tbe  legal  ewmier  »f  the  United  SiaM  j 
whieb  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  qMslion,  "Shall  theMOMttdttAtsbe  an> 
greased,  aiu  the  leaddiion  t«ad  a  third  tiae  as 
atoaaiedl"  itmedetermtaedin  tbeafimatire- 
y>eM  19,  Bays  11,  «s  f<Aewa : 

YiAS — Measrs.  Bsny,  Bibb,  Campbell,  Cbace,  Con- 
dit, Daggett,  DanSf  Fromentin,  Qaillard,  Hiirper, 
Howell,  Maeon,  Msson  of  Vbvmia,  Sanford,  Tait, 
TtdtsDsit  Tiuner,  Varnum,  and  WiUUms. 

Nat»— Messrs.  Barbour,  Ooldsbmoorii/Gere,  Kingt 
LaeodE,  Mason  of  New  Hampshin^  Momnr,  Roberts, 
Rnnles,  Wellsi  and  Wilson. 

The  amendments  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  resolution  was 
read  a  third  time,  as  ameaoed,  by  uaaaimous 
consent. 

JZeaoiwd,  That  this  resoluium  pass  with  amend* 
meats. 

ToMBAT,  April  80. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Represfimatires 
informed  the  Beoate  that  they  have  passed  the 
hill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  making 
flmher  appropriaiioos  fitt  the  year  1816,''  with 
an  amendraeot,  in  which  they  request  tbe  con- 
currence of  tbe  Senate. 
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Mr.  LacooKBubmiited  tbe  fi^owioff  reeolutioa : 
Jhss&wf ,  That  there  be  paid  oat  <tf  tbe  eoirtfaignt 
ibiid  of  this  Hoase  to  Bobert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Sissp- 
Bon,  Had  Oeoife  ffi^  Hw  anin  sam  of  one  kmdred 
ddWrs  each,  as  a  gratuity  for  their  uniAm  gaod 
conduct 

And  the  reooloUon  was  three  tinea  read  by 
uaaaimous  consent  aad  passed. 

The  Senate  procaeded  to  consider  tbe4»»nd- 
ment  of  the  House  of  RepieeeotattTes  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  cottctirred  therein. 

Mr.  VARifVM  and  Mr.  RinaaTe  were  ap|>ointed 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  jointly 
with  such  committee  as  may  be  URminted  oa  the 
part  of  the  Heuae  tff  it8praaata«Tes,lo  ivait  on 
the  Presideat  of  the  United  Sutea,  aad  BMlfy 
him  that,  nnleaa  he  nay  hare  any  further 
tniraication  to  make  to  the  two  Hotnes  of  Ooa- 
gress,  they  are  ready  to  adjoum. 

Mr.  Lacogx  nbmitted  the  following  rest^vtlon : 

Reapked,  That  these  be  paid  to  the  0ergeant-at- 
Anns  and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  sixty-one  dol- 
lanand  fiilj  oentSi  out  of  the  eontincentfitnd,ftr  flu^ 
nialung  an  extra  horse  Ibr  lbr^-on«  mj»  at  die  preeant 
session. 

And  the  resolution  vras  three  timea  read  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Vabhuh  reported  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee that  they  bad  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  whd  informed  them  that  he  bad 
no  farther  communication  to  make  to  tbe  two 
Houses  of  CoDgress. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Reprcsenutires 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House,  aariog  finish- 
ed tbe  bosiness  before  them,  are  about  to  adjoaro. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  tbe  Senate,  having  finish- 
ed the  Legislative  business  befwe  themt  are  about 
to  adjoum. 

Whenupon,  thePBBaiDEiiTacMourned  theSan- 
M  aim  die. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  C0NORB8S,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OP 
WASHINGTON.  MONDAT,  DECEMBER  4,  1816. 


Monday,  December  4, 1815. 
This  beiw  the  dasr  sppotBted  by  ibe  CkmstitD- 
liM  of  the  Uoiied  States  for  the  meetioff  of  Cpn- 
msB,  ihe  foUowiog  mraiberi  of  the  Hooae  of 
BepresentatiTes  appeared,  produced  their  cre- 
dentnls,  aed  took  tbeir  nau,  to  wit: 

n«M  A^JH<Mp«M-0--Ckarh»H.  Athenoii,^t»d- 
ter  OiUey,  Roger  V<dm.  mad  Jedtttfaon  WiloM. 

Mm  JfcMO«Ao*e«»— WiDkm  B^nrliei,  Geotge  Brad- 
barj,  Elqah  Bnrtam,  Beajamin  Biowb,  SannHl  S. 
CoucTt  John  w.  Holbert,  Cjnu  King,  Jetemtah 
NeboBi  Albion  K.  Vtaiit,  1%n<^7  Pickflriag.  John 
Bmdj  Thomas  Rioe,  Nathaniel  RuggloB,  and  Sofoaion 
Strang. 

Front  Rhode  Island — John  L.  Boag^oiuor. 

Fnat  Conna^eui — Epaphroditoa  Champion,  John 
IH'mqiort,  jon..  Lynum  Law,  Jonathan  O.  Moeel^, 
and  Lewi*  B.  Storgea. 

From  Vermont— Daniel  Ch^an*  Luther  Jewett, 
tAmmacms  Langdon,  An  LyOfi,  Charlee  MarUi,  add 
JOlin  NO]FCe> 

FS*om  Hew  yorA-'^Samnal  R.  Bett*,  James  Bfrdaall, 
Micah  Bnoka,  OKvct  C.  Gometoek,  Henty  CfocherDU, 
Tbomai  R.  Gold,  Jabex  D.  Hammond,  Jehn  Lovett, 
Hwea  MeMt,  John  Sarage,  ^mham  H.  Si^ek, 
Jofcn  W.  'I^fer,  Enoi  T.  Throop,  G«»rge  Townwud, 
Jvanthaa  Waid,  and  Jamea  W.  Wilkin. 

From  Hob  Jeney~-Em  Baker,  E^irain  Batemaa» 
Mid  H«m  SoalhBd. 

PaiiuyJMa—Wdlittn  Cnwfcrd,  wmtm 
Bariipgtoo,  Jobn  Hahn,  Joseph  Hustar,  Josepb  Hop- 
kiiwoD,  Banud  D.  lactam,  Aaron  Lyle,  WUIiam 
Macley,  Waiiam  Hilnor,  WiHiam  Fmer,  Thmnaa 
Smith,  James  WaBace,  John  Whitende^  Tbomaa  Wil- 
son, and  William  WQsod. 

/Vom  ildbtmire— Thomas  Cooper. 

PVvm  Mm/land— SohiL  C.  Heibeit,  Philip  Stnart, 
and  Robert  Wiwht 

Prom  V&vAitu— FhiKp  P.  Barbour,  James  Brack- 
enridge,  WiifiaiB  A.  Bnrwdl,  Thomas  Ghobon,  Peter- 
•on  Goodw^  Aylett  Hawaa.  J^  P.  Hnngeriord, 
Joaeph  Lewis,  jim.,  William  McCoy,  Hash  Nelsoa, 
Thomas  Newton,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  William  H. 
Roane,  Ballard  Smith,  Magnus  Tate,  and  Henry  St. 
George  Tncker. 

Fnm  Horth  Corofinv— Joe^  H.  Bnin,  James 
W.  OlBrke,  John  Cnlpeper,  Nathaniel  Haeon,  Tnt 


ham  H.  Mnrfreek  Richard  Stanfcrd,  Lewis  WilUams, 

and  Barttatt  Taneey. 

J^rwn  South  CanXna-Joba  C.  Calho1lI^  Jobn  J. 
Chappell,  William  Lowndes,  William  Mayrant,  Hemy 
Middwton,  Thomas  Moore,  John  l^ylor,  and  Wiffiam 
Woodward. 

From  Georgia — John  Forsyth,  Boiling  Rati,  Wil- 
san  Lnmj^Un,  and  Richard  Henry  Wilde. 

i>ofli  Kentueky — James  ClaA,  Hour  Clay,  Jos^h 
Desha,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Alner  McLean,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Solomon  P.  Sharpe,  and  Micah  Tanl. 

P^vm  Tbttunee— Newton  CanAon,  ^naett  H. 
Hendenen,  Saaael  Powell,  JaBnesB.  Reynolds,  and 
Isaac  Thomas. 

Prom  OAto— Jidin  Alannder,  James  Caldwell,  Da- 
vid Clendenin,  WilUan  Crdghltn,  jnn.,  and  John  Ko- 
Lean. 

fhm  Louiiiana — Thomas  B.  Robertson. 

A  qaorum,  coosistine  of  a  otajoritjr  of  the 
whole  number  of  memMrs,  beioff  |HreieDt,  the 
House  pioceeded,  by  ballot,  to  tSe  eholee  of  tt 
Speaker.  Md,  upon  examihiug  Ihe  bftllou,  It  ap- 
peared tttat  HsMBt  Clat,  one  of  the  Reprosenia- 
tives  for  the  State  of  Kentaeky,  wu  dnljr  decMd : 
Whereopon,  Mr.  Clat  was  condneM  to  the 
Speaker's  Chair,  and  the  oath  to  sapport  the 
Coastitotton  of  the  United  States,  ae  piNsscribed 
by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  rej^uUte  the  time 
and  manner  of  administering  certain  oaths,"  was 
administered  to  him  by  Mr.  Wbiqht,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  State  of  Maryland;  after  whtoh 
he  made  his  acknowledgments  to  the  House  In 
the  following  words : 

"GsKTLaxBv:  It  is  not  merely  In  comptianoe  wtA 
a  respeetAil  ussge,  bat  firom  the  most  profoond  grati- 
tude, that  I  thank  yon  for  the  honor  mUch  yon  haVe 
jnat  eonfinred  on  me.  I  shaU  find,  in  the  disebarga  Dt 
the  aidDOVa  dutiea  of  the  Chair,  oooaideraMe  aftovlap 
tion,  from  the  natural  pegiess  of  the  system  of  order, 
and  from  the  improrement  which  it  has  received  under 
the  able  presidencrjr  of  my  predecessor.  Bnt,  gentle 
men,  it  is  diiefly  npon  yonr  liberal  ©^operation  and 
support  that  I  place  my  reliance.  Utader  the  expecta- 
tion of  leeeiring  this,  I  dull  proceed,  with  all  the  im- 
partiality of  iriiich  I  am  csfpabl^  to  tfte  exectttiott  of 
the  dutieewfakhyon  have  assigned  me,  aoWtingyaor 
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indalK«ice  for  vninteDtioDal  error,  and  solidtiag  it 
puticaUrly  daring  my  premit  indiipontion." 

The  oath  or  affirmatioa  to  support  the  Con- 
stitutioD  or  the  Uoited  States,  as  prescribed  bv 
the  act  abore  meDtioQed,  was  then  administered, 
by  the  Speaker,  to  all  the  other  members  present. 

William  Lattimobe,  from  the  Mississippi 
Territory;  Jonathan  Jenhings, from  the  lodi- 
ana  Territory ;  aod  Benjamiii  STEPBEN80H,from 
the  Illiools  Territory,  faaviDg  also  appeared  aod 
produced  their  credentials  as  delegates  to  repre- 
sent the  said  Territories  in  the  foarteentfa  Con- 
gress,  the  said  oath  was  administered  to  them  by 
the  Speakbh,  when  they  took  their  seats. 

The  Hoase  proceeded  to  elect  a  Clerk,  when  it 
appeared  that  of  one  hnadred  aod  twenty-two 
TOtes,  Thohas  Douohebtt,  Esq.,  had  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  wid  was,  therefore,  duly  elected. 

The  Speacbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Joseph  Wheaton,  offeriof  himself  as  a  can- 
didate for  Se^ant-at-Arma. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  after  some  little 
discussion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Dunn  be  appointed 
Sergeant  at  Arms}  ThomasClazton,  Doorkeeper; 
and  BenjamiD  Bureh,  Assisunt  Doorkeeper  to 
this  House. 

The  several  resolutions  passed  by  the  Senate 
were  receired,  read,  and  concurred  in. 

Messrs.  WaiOBT  and  Hopeinson,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House 
.to  wail  on  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Messrs.  Lowndbb,  Fobbttb,  and  Cbahpioh, 
were  apiioioted  to  inquire  into  the  alate  of  the 
.new  biuldiag  prepared  by  the  eitizeoa  for  Con- 
.greas. 

The  asaal  orders  as  to  rules,  &e.,  were  adopted. 

Tuesday,  December  5. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, Jased  lawiN;  from  Maryland,  Geohoe 
Baer;  from  Virginia,  Jambs  Johnson,  John 
.Ebbb,  and  Daniel  Sheppbt;  and  from  North 
Carolina,  William  Gaston,  and  Daniel  M. 
FoRHBT,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  aeats. 

Mr.  Wbight,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
performed  that  nerrjce,  and  that  the  President 
answered  that  be  would  make  a  communication 
to  the  two  Houses  to-day,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent op  the  United  States,  which  vras  read, 
and  rererred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  [For  this  Message  see 
Senate  proceedings  of  this  dat^  ante  page  12.] 

Wbdnbsdat,  DeecBftber  6. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  Jer- 
aeyiLGwis  CoNOtcT;  from  Peonsylraoia,  Jobn 
Smobajvt;  and  fro.m  North  Carolina,  William 
C,  Lovb:  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
wen  qoalified,  and  repaired  to  their  seats. 
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Ordered,  That  the  petition  or  the  Legislature 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  for  an  admission  into 
the  Union,  an  an  independent  State,  presented  on 
the  21st  of  Janoary,  1815,  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Lattimorb,  RoBGBTaON,  Cannon,  McLbaNi  of 
Kentucky,  Strono,  Noves,  and  Lumpkin. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  pro- 
posing the  usual  appointment  of  two  Cbaplaioa 
of  different  religions  denominations,  to  inter- 
change weekly  between  the  two  Houses. 

This  proposition  was  eoncarred  in,  with  some 
dtsiseating  Toices,  and  to-morrow  assigned  for 
the  election  of  the  Chaplain  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 

STAMOINO  COHKITTEEB. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlor,  of  New  York,  the 
Standing  Committees  were  ordered  to  be  appoint- 
ed, pursuant  to  the  rnles  and  orders  of  iheHooM. 

They  are  as  follows; 

Committee  of  Election$—lir.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Pickering,  Mr. 
Vose,  Mr.  Barbour,  and  Mr.  Law. 

Comfttittee  of  Ways  and  Means — Mr.  Lowndes. 
Mr.  Bnrwell,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York^rJ 
Moseley,  Mr.  Roberttton,  Mr.  Ingham,  antTMr. 
Gaston. 

Committee  of  ComrMrct  and  Mamfactteree— 
Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Murfree,  Mr.  Baylies,  Mr.  Par- 
ris,  Mr.  Chappell,  Mr.  Boss,  and  Mr.  Sergeant. 

Committee  qfCUainu — Mr.  Yancey,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander. Mr.  Goodwyn,  Mr.  Davenport^  Mr.  Lyle, 
Mr.  Stanford,  and  Mr.  Chipman. 

Committee  on  the  FubHe  Land*-— Mr.  Robert- 
son, Mr.  Creigbton,  Mr.  Clark,  of  Kentucky,  Mr. 
Hail,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  McCoy, 
and  Mr.  Sturges. 

Committee  for  the  District  (f  CWumfrui— Mr. 
Tucker,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Irwin,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  Savage,  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Soath 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  Brigham. 

Committee  on  the  Post  O0ce  and  Post  Roads— 
Mr.  Ingham,  Mr.  Cannon.  Mr.  Bteckenridge,  Mr. 
Tbroop,  Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  CaldwfeU,  and  Mr. 
LangdoD. 

Committee  on  Pensions  and  BevoUUionaty 
CZatm^Mr.ChanpelL&lr.ConutockfMr.Slaan. 
Mr.  Milnor,  Mr.  Sonthard,  Mr.  Henderson,  and 
Mr.  Wilcox. 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary— Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Virginia,  Mr.  Ormsby,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  Wilde,  Mr.  GoliL  and  Mr.  Serjeant.  . 

Committee  on  Public  Expenditvres^Ht.  Mur- 
free, Mr.  Oholson,  Mr.  Champion,  Mr.  Thomts 
Wilson,  Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Mr.  Wallace. 

Committee  of  Accounts—Vlt,  McLean,  of  Ohio, 
Mr.  Rudd,  and  Mr.  Betts. 

Committee  of  Revisal  and  Unfiniahed  Business-^ 
Mr.  Condict,  Mr.  Bradbury,  and  Mr.  Maclay. 

PBESiDENTV  MK8SA0E. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlor,  of  New  York,  the 
House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wbide  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Con- 
dict in  the  Chair,  the  Message  of  the  President 
was  read.   Whereupon,  on  motion,  of  Mr.  Tat- 
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LOB,  of  N«w  York,  the  foUowing  raolviioBs  wen 
adopted,  riz : 

1.  Retolved,  That  so  noefa  of  tha  MoMage  of  the 
FMaident  of  tiie  Unitod  States  aa  relates  to  Foreign 
A&in,be  Tefierred  to  a  select  committee. 

S.  That  aa  mncfa  v  relates  to  the  MilitaiT  Peace 
BatabBdupoDt,  to  the  oiganliation  of  a  ConsirfAiTalidB, 
to  pMtificatieat,  to  the  protection  of  the  uland  FfOD- 
tier,  and  to  the  Milhaij  AeademiH^  bo  referred  to  a 
sdoct  eommittee. 

8.  That  to  mnch  as  relates  to  oar  Naval  Afiiia,  he 
reftorred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  That  so  much  aa  relates  to  an  Uniform  National 
Onrreocy,  be  referred  to  a  select  eommittee. 

0.  That  so  modi  aa  relates  to  Roads  and  Canals,  be 
referred  to  a  aeleet  committee. 

8.  jHtat  so  much  aa  relates  to  a  National  Bemioaiy 
ef  Leamiag  within  Am  District  of  CoteaJria,  be  refcnod 
t»  a  aaleet  coBunittee. 

7.  Thai  a*  aiMih  aa  rdatoa  to  the  dawiieatioa  and 
•iSn^«*tiMorthe  Uaitia,  be  lafared  toaaaloetcom- 
ndttao; 

8.  That  00  mneb  as  relates  to  an  alleviation  of  the 
bnrdons  impaaed  by  the  necessitiea  of  the  War,  and 
tbogoasral  aaMoct  of  the  fievenae,  bo  lafinred  to  the 
Ci— Biilliii  of  Wan  and  Means. 

5.  Hut  ao  macn  aa  relates  to  Mannfactorea,  be  ro- 
ftmd  to  the  Committee  of  Commeree  and  Mann&c- 
taras. 

10.  That  the  said  committeea  have  leave  to  report  b  J 
tiD  or  otherwiae. 

These  resolutions  haviog  been  reported  by  the 
Cofflmittce  to  the  House,  vrere  all  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Wilkin,  Mr. 
OholsoD,  Mr.  Alherioo,  Mr.  Sbefiiey,  and  Mr. 
Sbirpe,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
the  first  resoIuiiOQ. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Barboor,  Mr. 
Moor&  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  De- 
sha. Mr.  Champion,  and  Mr.  Hulbert,  were  ap* 
pointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  secood  reso- 
iBtion. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr. 
Panis,  Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.Bos^and  Mr.McLeao, 
of  KcDtneky,  were  appointed  a  commitiet  pur- 
suant to  the  third  resolution. 

Mr.  Calbonn,  Mr.  Maeoo,  Mr.  Pleasant^  Mr. 
Hopkiason,  Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Tucker,  and  Mr, 
Pieaering ,  were  appointed  a  eommittee  parsnant 
to  the  fourth  resolution. 

Mr.  Creuhton,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr. 
Intfham,  lb.  Condiet,  Mr.  Lovett,  and  Mr.  Alez- 
aDoer,  were  appointed  a  eommittee,  pursaaat  lo 
the  fiftli  rcBolntion. 

Mr.  Wilde.  Mr.  Sereeaat,  Mr.  Calhoao,  Mr. 
Bheffey,  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Savage,  and  Mr.  Orms- 
b^,  were  appointed  a  eommittee  pursuant  to  the 
sixth  resolatioD. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Eentacky,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,Mr.Kerr,of  Tirffinia.Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Moore, 
of  Sooth  Carolina,  Mr.  Breckeoridge,  and  Mr. 
Forney,  were  appointed  a  committea  pursuant  to 
the  seventh  resolution. 

Mr.  QaoLSOH  aawesled  a  doubt  whether  these 
icsolulions  emhracM  a  subject  of  very  great  im- 
BortaBc^  which  was  reeonmsnded  by  uie  Presi- 
Mat  to  ifadr  aitantini.  He  raferrcd  to  the  ai^ 
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ibority  which,  in  the  view  of  the  President,  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
efficiently  to  command  the  serricesof  the  militia 
in  the  casps  contemplated  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Tatlob  referred  to  the  Message  to  show 
that,  by  necessary  connexion,  this  topic  was  in- 
cluded in  the  general  terms  of  the  resolution  (aa 
above)  which  relates  to  the  organization  of  the 
militia.  It  was  therefore  ia  his  opioioo  already 
committed.  If  at  any  future  day  an  express  in- 
stroetlon  on  that  head  to  the  committee  should  be 
found  to  be  necessary,  it  could  then  be  girea. 

Mr.  Wbioht  said  there  was  another  very  im- 
portant subject  adverted  to  by  the  President  which 
was  not  embraced,  he  believed,  in  the  resolution* 
jnst  adopted  ;  thongh  he  was  not  certain  it  waa 
not,  because  he  could  not  distinctly  understand 
them  by  casualty  bearing  them  read  and  decided 
on  without  previous  notice.  He  reterred  to  the 
recommendation  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  militia  called  into  service  duringlhe  late  war, 
without  iheanthoriiy  of  the  United  Stales.  This 
was  a  subject  he  had  much  at  heart,  not  only  as 
respected  the  State  be  represeaied,  but  other  jwrts 
of  the  Union,  whose  militia  had  promptly  turned 
out  to  meet  the  enemy  before  the  authority  of  tht 
United  States  could  be  put  in  motion  to  goido 
their  zeal.  It  waa  due  lo  the  militia  who  fought 
for  the  eooDlry  that  they  should  be  paid  ;  it  was 
due  lo  the  magnanimity  of  the  nation  that  it 
should  make  the  payment  from  the  National 
Treasury.  In  the  part  of  the  State  which  ho 
represented,  all  the  military  duties  during  the  war 
had  been  performed  at  the  insUnee  of  the  militia 
officers,  the  country  being  so  cot  off  by  the  bay 
from  the  seau  of  both  the  State  and  Qeneru 
Qovernmeots,  as  to  prereol  prompt  communica- 
tion  with  ihena.  The  recommendation  on  tbissub- 
ject  eontaioed  in  the  Message  was  one  which, 
be  said,  did  great  credit  to  the  head  and  heart  of 
the  Executive,  and  be  hoped  the  House  would  not 
overlook  or  slight  it,  &e. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  YcmtL  obserTed  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  belter  to  defer  the  czamiua- 
lion  of  this  subject  uatil  brought  before  the  Ceo* 
gresa  in  some  shape  by  the  parties  eoncemed.  If 
these  separate  exertions  of  patriotism  reqaired 
compensation,  they  would  be  brought  before  Con- 
gress in  the  form  of  memorials,  from  the  Sutesor 
individuals  who  had  made  them.  Thus  brought 
before  Congress,  the  sobiect  might  be  referred  to 
a  committee  and  generally  and  fully  examined. 

Mr.  Wbiobt,  after  some  further  remarks,  soIh 
mitted  the  following  motion : 

"  That  so  mnch  of  the  PresideDt's  Message  as  relates 
to  the  arrangement  of  the  militia  expenses,  incorred 
bj  the  several  SUte  Govemmenta,  without  the  previooa 
sanction  or  anthoiity  of  the  Oovemmentof  the  Uaitad 
States,  be  rettarred  to  a  sdect  committee." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  mm.  con. ;  and 
Messrs.  Wbioht,  BanBOoa,  Rica,  Powbll, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  LT0ii,and  CiLi.BT,wera 
appointed  the  committee.  , 

Idr.  P.  Babboob,  of  Virginia,  said  there-was 
another  subject  of  imporiaaee  referred  to  in  the 
Mcsmge,  which  he  wished  to  being  to  the  Tiew  of 
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the  Home,  that,  if  not  included  is  the  r^tenece 
already  made,  it  might  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee. He  meaot  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
the  militia  called  out  regularly  under  the  authority 
of  the  Uoited  States,  who  had  not  yet  been  paid, 
in  consequence  of  the  deficiency  in  the  amount  of 
appropriations  for  that  object.  He  bad  actual 
faiowfedge  of  the  fact  of  many  militia  thus  »itn- 
ated,  remaining  unpaid,  and  seriously  sufieriag 
fbr  the  want  of  what  was  justly  due  them.  From 
the  oorr^spoodeDce  between  the  Fay  Department 
and  the  Militia  Officers,  which  he  had  seen  pub- 
Itabed,  the  delay  of  payment  was  produced  by 
the  exhauetion  of  the  appropriatioot  oi  the  last 
sessioD.  This  defect,  if  existing,  shotttd  be  iro- 
m^Kateljr  lupplied.  To  bring  this  question  befbra. 
Uie  House,  he  mored— ;  ' 

**  Hut  tke  Committee  of  Ways  and  Sfoane  be  in- 
■tnicted  to  inquire  whether  the  appropriation  of  mon^ 
made  at  the  last  sesuon  of  Consress,  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  militia  eaOed  inte  the  service  of  the 
United  SUtes,  under  the  anthonty  of  the  serezal  States, 
be  soAcient;  and,  if  no^  irtiat  is  the  amowt  the 
dsAdeacy." 

Mr.  Lowndes  suggested  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  when  appointed,  would  not 
have  it  in  their  power  to  act  on  the  subject  pro- 
posed to  be  referred  to  them,  until  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  be  received. 
That  report,  which  would  probably  efibrdall  the 
information  the  gentleman  desired,  might  be  ex- 
pected in  a  few  days;  and,  upon  that  report  it 
would  of  course  become  the  duty  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  to  act,  without  a  partic- 
ular reference. 

Mr.  Bakbovr,  then,  observiiig  that  he  had  but 
desired  to  bring  this  subject  directly  to  the  riew 
of  the  House,  waived  bis  motion  for  the  present. 


THimsDAY,  Deoembet  7. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
ehusetts,  SABtuEL  Taooart  and  Laban  Whea- 
TON !  from  New  York,  Asa  Adgate  ;  and  from 
Pennsylvania,  HooB  Glaboow,  appeared,  i»o- 
duced  their  credenti^t,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  Tatlob.  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 
of  Westel  Willoughby,  junior,  prayiog  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  in  the  House,  in  the  place  of 
WUliam  8.  Smith,  returned  as  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  State  of  New  Yorl^  whom  he  alleges 
to  have  been  unduly  returned.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Elections. 

.  THE  NEW  BUILDING. 

Mr.  LoVNDcs,  from  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, delivered  in  the  following  report : 

"  The  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  SepresentatiTes  to  inqnire^  in  oonjnnctiou  with  a 
eoBmittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  into  the  state  of 
the  new  bailding  on  Capitol  Hill,  offered  by  the  pro- 
prieton  foi  the  accoou&oaation  of  iJongrew,  upon  what 
teems  the  said  boildiug  could  be  obtained  until  the 
Oqatol  may  be  ready  fee  tfteir  reoeption,  report :  That, 
l»viB(  eaHBiiied  the  baUding  in  qnesttoii,  they  otm- 
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eider  it  much  better  adapted  to  the  oonvenienee  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress  than  that  they  at  present  oecvpy. 
The  ix>mfflittee,»pou)ted  by  tbeownmof  thebuilding, 
have  rcoiieseated  it  as  having  coat  (viUi  the  land 
attached  to  it)  thirty  thousand  dollars,  five  of  which 
has  been  expended  on  oljects  necessaiy  for  thS'aecom- 
modation  of  Congress,  which  will  become  useless  wboa 
th^  shall  learn  the  building.  This  coqamittee  have 
stated  thst  the  proprietors  wUl  be  fully  satisfied  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with  the  United  States  under  wtuch 
theyahall  reGaiTe96,000,with«ii  annnslxex^ofV^.SfiO, 
(being  an  interest  upon  thoir  csfdtal  of  six  per  cent-, 
with  the  addition  ef  the  price  of  insurance,)  nuikipg  the 
lease  determiBsUeatthepleasuxeof  Coogrees.  Should 
these  terms  be  acceded  to  by  Congress,^  committee 
believe  that  the  building  wul  be  ready  ibc  their  ziQcepr 
tion  on  Mondsfnext.  Tha  tenns  amaar  t»  th«  eon- 
mitteis  of  both  Bensea  to  be  eaoitable*  and  Quy  htm 
submitted  a  bill  to  carry  them  mto  effiiet.** 

Mr.  Lowj»SB  thieo  rapmsed  a  bill  to  aulhorize 
the  Freaident  of  the  UDited-  States  to  lease,  oa  tin- 
terms  therein  mentioned,  "  the  new  building  om 
Capitol  Hill,  with  the  appurtenancee,  far  the  bet- 
ter accommodation  of  Congress which'  w«s 
twice  read,  referre*J  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  tinie,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

ADDITIONAL  COMMITTBG8. 

Mr.  WiLOE  offered  the  following  resolution,  as 
an  amendment  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table : 

Retohed,  That  in  addition  to  the  gtaadipe  commit- 
tees hentoflHe  authfmied  by  the  nUes  ana  mders  of 
this  House,  the  fidlowing  standing  committees  be  an- 
thorixed  and  appomted : 

A  Military  Committee ; 

A  Naval  Committee ; 

A  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairi ; 

A  Committee  on  the  Militia ; 

A  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals ; 

A  Committee  of  Ordnanoe,  Fortificatioas,  Arsenate, 
and  Harbor  Defence ; 

To  consist  of  aeven  members  each. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Military  Com- 
mittee to  take  Inte  consideration  ell  such  reports  from 
the  yfmt  Department,  petitionB,  matters,  wd  Ahigs 
relating  to  the  Army  of  the  United  8t■te^  as  ahaU  b« 
preseidiBd,  or  sbsll,  or  may  come  in  qaesUoB)  and  be 
refaxsd  to  them  by  the  House,  and  to  leportt  from 
time  to  tune,  their  opinim  thereon : 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tho  said  Navd  Com- 
mittee to  tske  into  consideration  all  such  repnts  from 
the  Secretsry  of  the  Navy,  or  the  Commiasiooew  ot 
the  Navy  Board,  petitions,  and  other  matters  aiwl 
things  respecting  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as 
shall  be  presented,  or  shell,  or  may  come  in  question 
and  be  referred  to  them  b;  the  House,  and  to  repor^- 
IVom  time  to  time,  their  opinion  thereon. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  to  take  into  consideration  all  snch  re- 
ports from  the  Department  of  State,  messages,  or  parts 
of  messages,  petitions,  and  oUier  matters  and  things 
reqieding  the  tntarcouise  and  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  Areign  natieiis,  u  shall  be  imaeoted,  or 
shall,  ot  ma(r  cone  in  question,  and  be  i^erred.  to 
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th«m  1^  the  Houw,  atnd  to  nport  their  t^oion  there- 
on. 

Tbtt  it  ilutU  be  the  dot;  of  the  oeid  Cmnmittee  oa 
the  JiiUtia  to  take  into  conridaration  all  mck  r^rta, 
petitiouB,  and  other  mtttan  mni  things  respecting  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  aa  shall  be  presented,  or 
shall,  or  may  come  in  qnution,  and  m  referred  to 
tiiem  by  the  Hoose,  and  to  report,  firont  time  to  time» 
their  opinieh  thereon. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  said  Committee  on 
Boads  aJkd  Canals  to  take  into  consideration  all  such 
reports,  petitioae,  and  other  matters  and  things  relat- 
ing to  the  cmatroetion,  preserration,  and  extension  of 
roada  and  eandi,  in  the  United  States  and  the  im- 
pntvement  of  titer  naT^[atun,  a*  ehaU  be  ptesanlad, 
or  shall,  m  may  como  id  question*  and  be  referred 
to  them  by  the  House,  aud  to  report,  from  time  to 
timie,  tbsir  optaien  thereon. 

That  it  shaB  ho  the  da^  of  the  said  ODmoHNee  of 
Ordnance,  Fmrtiftcatioas,  Axsenals,  aad  Harbor  De- 
fence, to  tako  into  consideratioit  aH  sodi  reimts,  pet»- 
;  tfoMS^  and  ether  natten  and  things,  rslatmg  to  the 
wdmiaoai  >HMea<in«,  aianials»  anMrieei'and  wifca 
of  detoeai  holh  feed  and  ftmllBg,  o«  lha  haihoi%  on 
I  tW  sesafc)  w  on  tba  inland  frontier  of  the  United 
Stately  ae  ehaU  be  presented,  or  shatt  i»  mvf  codm  in- 
qaestion,  and  be  refened  to  then  by  the  Hvose,  and 
1»  report,  Stma  time  to  time,  their  opinion  thereon. 

The  House  then  pHwceded  to  bdiiot  for  a 
Chai^ain  on  its  part  to  serve  duri^  the  aeesion ; 
vben,  after  aereral  balloting  the  Rev.  Spencer 
H.  Comb,  bariog  a  majority  of  rotee,  was  de- 
clared to  be  duly  elected. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittitig 
bis  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  United  Stales,  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  except  so 
macb  thereof  as  relates  to  a  national  currency, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
that  subject  was  referred  on  yesterday. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Hooae  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "to 
aathorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
lease,  for  the  term  ihereio  mentioned,  the  new 
buildiDK  on  Capitol  Hill,  with  the  appurtenances, 
for  the  oetter  accommodation  of  Cooffress." 

The  House  adjotirned  uatii  Monday  morning. 

MoNOAT,  December  11. 
Sereral  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Tork,  Peteb  B.  Pobteb;  from  Peonsylrania, 
Thomas  Bormside;  from  Maryland,  Stetbnson 
Arcbeb  ;  from  Virginia,  John  Clopton  ;  from 
North  Cardina,  William  R.  Kino  and  Ubael 
PiOKBiffl;  from  South  Carolina,  Bbujahih  Hd- 
gbb;  and  from  Oeorgia,  Alfbbd  Cuthbbbt  and 
Thomas  Telfaib,  Appeared,  produced  their  cre- 
dentials, were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

RcrcB  Eastom,  alsu  appeared  and  took  his 
seat,  as  the  delegate  for  the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  H0PK1118ON  and  Mr.  Sbrobaht,  respeet- 
irelf,  juesented  a  petition  of  a  committee  of^san- 
dry  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  concerned  in  rati- 
otts  manufacturing  establishments,  praving  that 
a  suadinf  committee  may  be  appointed,  "whose 
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province  and  duty  it  shall  be  to  watch  over  the 
interests  of  onr  manufacturing  citizens,  there  not 
appearing  to  the  memorialists  any  propriety  in 
the  reference  of  the  subjects  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  to  the  same  committee."— Referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Qold  presented  a  petition  of  the  "  Ai^bara 
Mannfaeturing  Company,"  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  coneerned  in  the  maau&eturing  of  cotton 
fabrics,  in  behalf  of  thenselres  and  otiwrs  iat«- 
eated  in  their  ultimate  saceesa,  praying  ihwt  the 
importation  from  foreign  countries  of  cotton  fi^ 
rics,  of  a  coarse  testare,  mar  be  absolutely  or 
tuaUy  prohibited.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manofactares. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  further  lime  may  be  given  to  purchasers  ot 
public  lands  in  said  Territory  to  complete  their 
payments,  ailti  that  the  interest  claimed  on  pay- 
ments not  punctually  paid  at  the  time  they  be- 
came due,  may  be  remitted. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  o{  War,  transmitting  state- 
ments showing  the  ap^icatioD  of  moneys  which 
have  be^n  traosferred  by  order  <tf  the  President, 
from  several  of  the  appropriations  to  other  appro- 
priations, for  the  support  of  the  Military  Ebub- 
lishment,  since  the  last  session  of  Congress ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JoHHaon,  of  Kentucky, 

Hemlved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
directed  to  ini^uire  into  the  expediency  of  liqui- 
dating the  claims  of  citizens  against  the  United 
States,  for  the  loss  of  property  wbibt  in  the  pub- 
lic service  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Retmolos  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table: 

Resoiped,  That  the  Committee  on  the  PuUic  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appro- 
priatiDg  aU  that  tract  of  land,  known  by  tte  uMie  of 
the  "Congresrional  Ssservatioa/*  lying  is  die  coun- 
ties of  Maury  and  Giles,  in  the  State  of  Tenneesesr 
fer  the  extingaiAment  of  the  Gerieme  bod  wawaais, 
issued  hy  the  State  of  Nwth  Carolina ;  and  that  the 
.  actual  occupants  within  the  boands  of  said  tract,  who 
have  been  living  on  sud  land  ainoe  the  lat  day -of  Jan- 
uary last  past,  Boall  have  a  preference  to  perfect  titles 
thereto:  Provided,  No  one  shall  be  permitted  to  ap- 
propriate more  than  Ax  hundred  and  fin^  acres,  nor  , 
less  than  fifty  acres  of  land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

Setolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  relief  of  the  widows 
and  children  of  all  such  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates,  as  hare  been  killed 
in  battle,  died  of  wounds  received  in  the  public 
service,  or  died  in  service,  in  any  of  the  corps 
composing  the  Army  of  the  United  States  during 
the  late  war. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Westel  WilloDgbby,  jr.,  contesting  the  election 
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of  William  S.  Shitb,  a  member  returned  to 
serve  in  thii  House  from  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  report  states  it  to  be  ascertained  to  the  salis- 
ftetioD  of  the  committee,  that  the  whole  number 
of  Totes  given  in  the  disUict,  wbich  fs  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Madison  and  Herkimer,  was 
5^92}  of  which  2,540  were  returned  for  Wil- 
liam S.  Shitb,  3,466  for  Westel  Willongbby,  jr^ 
309  for  Westel  Willoughby,  and  seven  scstteriog 
votes ;  that  it  is  proved,  the  error  of  tbe  omission 
of  the  word  "junior,"  to  a  part  of  the  returns, 
was  committed  bjr  the  retornioff  officers,  the  votes 
having  in  fact  been  given  for  Westel  Willouirbbjr, 
iooior.  The  committee  recommend  that  Mr. 
Smith's  seat  be  vacated,  and  that  Mr.  Wil- 
LOUQBBT  be  declared  entitled  to  his  seat. 

The  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole 

TuESDAT,  December  12! 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
York,  Dahibl  Caot;^  from  Maryland,  Cbaslbb 
GotDSBOBODGH ; 'from  Virginia,  Bdbwbll  Bab- 
bitt} and  from  Kentucky,  Bbhjamim  Hakwn, 
appeared,  were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Sbepfby  presented  a  petition  of  Robert 
Porterfield,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in 
the  House,  as  one  of  tbe  Represents  lives  for  the 
State  of  Virffinia,  in  the  place  of  William  Mc- 
CoT,whom  be  alleges  to  have  been  unduly  elected 
and  returned.— Referred  to  tbe  Committee  of 
BIcelioas. 

Mr.  WuoBT  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

^  BetoM,  That  eadi  meoaber  of  the  Senate  and  of 
the  House  of  KeptesentstiTss  be  aaousUy  fiimisbed 
widtaoop^of  the  Registers  of  the  officers  of  the  Aimy 
■nd  KavT  of  the  United  States,  with  the  State  or  na- 
tion fji  ttieit  nativity. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Piokebino,  Wright,  and  BAsaETT. 

Mr.  Yahobt  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
uUe: 

Xetokeit  That  so  much  of  the  rule  afieeting  ste- 
BO^phsrs,  as  requires  them  to  be  placed  in  the  gal- 
leries, be  repesled;  and  that  the  Speskei  be  sathm- 
iMd  to  assign  them  such  station  in  tbe  Hoose  as  he 
shall  deem  convenient  and  proper. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itselfinto  a  Committee  of 
ue  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Blections,  on  the  petition  of  Westel  Willoughby, 
jr.,  contesting  the  election  of  William  S.  Smith ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  Mr.  Speakeb 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Lewis  reported  the 
eoacorrence  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 
the  resolutions  contained  in  the  said  report,  to  wit : 

1.  Ruoleedt  That  William  &  Smith  is  not  enUUed 
to  a  esat  in  *M«  House. 

I.  JZesoM  That  WeMel  Wdlong^by,  jr.,  i$  enti- 
tied  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  resmutions 
being  again  read,  were  severally  concurred  In  by 
the  House. 
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Weoneboat,  December  13. 
Severel  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chasetts,  Elijah  H.  Mills;  from  New  York, 
Mobs  Kert}  from  Delaware,  Thomas  Clayton  ; 
and  from  Pennsylvania,  Isaac  Grippih,  appeared, 
produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified,  ana 
took  their  seaUc 

Webtbl  Willoughbt,  jr.,  from  New  York, 
who  was,  on  yesterday,  declared  duly  elected  a 
member  of  this  House,  in  tbe  place  of  William 
S.  Smith,  also  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  tbe  Mr 
lowing  letter  from  Mr.  Macoh,  of  North  Carolina: 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  AgveseniaJtsei  .- 

Sib  :  I  deem  it  mv  du^  to  inlbrm  you  and  the  moa- 
benoftiw  House,  that  I  have  this  day,  by  letter  lodie 
Gonnor  of  Nnth  Garditta,  resigned  my  seat  is  the 
Hoose  of  BepresentatiTSs. 

I  esnnot  withdraw  from  those  vrith  v^m  I  hsm 
been -associated  for  ^ears  without  expressing  the  grata. 
fnl  sense  I  entsrtsm  of  their  uniform  Unrtness.  and 
sssnring  them  that  it  will  be  remembered  witfi  pinaa 
ore  during  my  life. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

NATH.  MACON. 

WASBiaavoir,  i)ee.  13,  1816. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pickens  be  appointed  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  in  tbe  place 
of  Mr.  MscoQ,  resigned. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Archer  be  appointed  of 
th^  Committee  upon  tbe  subject  of  an  Uoiforia 
National  Currency,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Macon, 
resigned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon, 

Retolvid,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  tbe  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musiciana  and  privates  of  tbe 
volunteers  and  militia  who  have  been  kilted  ia 
battle,  died  in  service,  or  of  wounds  received 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during 
tbe  war,  by  allowing  tbem  donations  in  land  or 
otherwise;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Cannon,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Har- 
oiN,  HuoER,  Hawes,  Storobs,  and  Burhbiob, 
were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancbt,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  bj 
him  yesterday,  relating  to  stenographers,  and  tbe 
same  being  agaiu  read,  was  conentred  in  by  the 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilde,  tbe  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on 
tbe  seventh  iusttnt,  proposing  to  amend  the  stand- 
ing rules  and  orders  of  tbe  noose,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  several  additional  standing  committees, 
and  tbe  same  being  again  read,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stakforo,  a  committee  waa 
appointed  to  revise  the  standing  rules  and  ordeva 
of  the  House. 

Messrs.  Bvaxtoxd,  Babsett,  Sb««bai(t,  Oold 
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Dm— i,  Cbaittob*,  and  Tvlmib,  were  appointed 
the  emminee. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  STA,NroRD,  the  letoluiioD  of 
Mr.  Wfura,  prDponoff  the  appoiniineiit  of  sere* 
ml  •ddiUoMl  stsadiair  conmlttaes,  was  referred 
to  the  eommiRce  lait  appoiated. 

Oo  motim  of  Mr.  BaaaaAitT,  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  wne  diseba^ed  from  the  fur- 
ther eennderatioD  of  the  pettaoDR  (^Boodrjr  maa- 
ufiutnicn  IB  cite  oitjr  of  Philadelphia,  oreseoted 
and  referred  oo  the  lltb  iostant;  aad  they  were 
referred  to  the  comnnttaa  last  meatioBod. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tooua,  the  Committee  for 
tlw  Distrin  of  Colombia  were  inetrDcted  to  Hi- 
qoiie  iato  tfao  expetKeaey  of  attthorialag  die  See- 
reurv  of  State,  on  the  port  of  the  United  State*, 
to  MMotte  for  a  eortaia  anaber  of  eopiea  of  an 
odhkHi  of  Che  bnn,  tsehnnlr  itlaiiog  M  tba 
Diatrict  of  CdmiMa,  ptoposed  to  be  paUiihcd 
by  S,  B.  CoinB  of  thoMid  DiMriet. 

Ob  wMim  of  Mr.  MoImmm,  of  Ohk^  the  Com- 
miueo  m  the  Jadieiary  wore  instrMM  to  ia^aire 
wbeihor  aay,  and,  if  any,  wtial  ameadmemi  are 
iweeMary  to  a  law  paoed  at  the  last  seeaioo  of 
OMgress,  entitled  **  An  act  regnlatiae  and  de- 
fimins  the  duties  of  the  United  Slates'  judges,  for 
the  Territory  of  ilKnois;'*  aod,  also,  what  amend- 
ments are  necessary  to  the  act  passed  at  the  last 
sMioo  of  Conf  ress,  regulating  theOeoeral  Court 
of  the  Territory  of  InAaaa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tdokbr,  the  Committee  tor 
ttae  District  of  Colnmbia  were  iastraeted  to  in- 
assire  into  the  apedieaey  of  proTidinf,  by  law; 
for  the  enelosnre  and  tmpronmeot  of  the  poblio 
senate,  near  the  Capitol,  m  the  said  District. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Wilu,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  insimeiea  to  inquire  whether 
9my,  aad,  if  any,  what  additional  provtsioos  are 
Moassary  le  be  made  fiir  fba  man  effimuial 
awarding^  fmiHiaf,  maimg,  nd  raConuuf  wsiu 
of  Aafaar  eaifm  hf  ibe  Bon«s  of  tfao  Untud 

aETTLERS  IN  MISSOURI. 
Mr.  Easton  mored  the  foUowiog  resolutioD : 
Semhe^  That  the  Committee  on  the  PuWic  Lends 
be  instxnetedioinqnira  whetbsv  any,  and»  if  ai^.  whst 
aMentiMu  ind  amendments  sie  necessary  to  be  made 
inthalswgMngaoiUit  of  pMnwtiou  to  settlen 
on  the  pnhfie  lends  in  the  Teitltoiy  <»  MSssonri. 

A  motion  was  made  by  another  gentleman  to 
amend  the  same  by  adding  thereto  the  words, 
"and  abo  la  tha  Terriioriee  of  Illinois  aad  ladi- 
«na."  Upon  which  motion 

Mr.  &Amron  observed,  that  the  law  giving  the 
right  of  pre-emp(ioD  lo  the  seulers  on  the  pohUe 
Isnds  ia  ibe  Uaaois  Territory  had  been  amended 
at  the  last  acasioa.  He  was  net,  however,  op- 
posed to  the  pfoaesad  inquirr  i  that  the  object  of 
tha  eesolotioo  o&red  by  him  was  to  place  chose 
settlers  oa  the  pnblie  leads  in  the  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory upon  a  similar  fooiiog  to  sueh  settlers  on 
the  Illinois  Territory  ;  that  Um  law  of  Congress 
of  April  12,  IS3<  garc  to  the  seulers  on  the  puh- 
lie  lands,  in  the  Territory  of  Mimoari,  the  right 
of  fia>emption  in  the  purchase  thereof  npoa  Ibe 
14th  Con.  Ist  S£8t.— 13 


I  same  tarms  as  is  granlcd  to  settlers  of  the  like 
description  in  the  Illiaois  Territory,  by  the*aeti^ 
the  5th  of  February,  1813,  which  bad  beea  amend- 
ed at  the  last  session  of  Co»res8.  By  a  refereneo 
to  the  last  mentioned  act  oiGoagress,  it  would  be 
found  that  no  person  can  purchase,  under  tbe  pro- 
vision of  the  act,  more  than  one  quarter  section 
of  land,  and  that  to  be  bouoded  by  the  sectional 
and  quarter  sectional  lines;  tbat  by  those  acts  of 
Congress,  no  provision  has  been  made  in  favor  of 
settlers  upon  fractional  sections,  of  less  quantity 
than  ooe  huadred  aad  sixty  acres,  aud  fraetiooal 
quarter  sectioas;  that  by  the  geoefal  provistons 
made  by  law,  the  officers  of  the  land  offices  are 
prohibiifld  to  sell  laads  io  lessqaantity  than  tracts 
of  one  hnadred  aad  sixty  acias;  thu  in  the  la- 
dlaaa  l^rriiory  tba  laads  had  bean  surreyed,  aad 
the  settlers  thea  loeaiad  tbemselTca  wiihiB  tar^ 
uin  koowo  boundaries;  that  it  was  not  so  n 
Missoori  Territory,  where  tbe  private  claims  to 
land  bad  been  adiiutiag  for  more  than  twelve 
yean,  and  tbe  wiUie  lands  are  not  yet  survoyed; 
many  persoas  bad  settled  under  Spanish  gra^ti,- 
some  of  which  had  been  annulled  by  Ifao  Gmvera- 
meot }  that  among  the  nsmerons  privata  elaima 
thmc  would  be  found  a  great  many  fractional 
sectioos  and  fractional  quarters  of  less  quantity 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  upon  which 
DersoQs  are  settled ;  and  the  object  oi  the  reso- 
lotion  offered  by  him  was  to  secure  to  each  set- 
tler on  the  poblic  laads  his  improrement  in  that 
Territory. 

Theamendmeat  was  adopted  and  the  resolo- 
tiou  agreed  to. 

TanaaDAy,  December  14. 

Mr.  HoPKiNuOH  preeeMed  petitioas  of  simdry 
iohabitaats  of  the  oity  of  Philadelphia,  prayia^ 
that  an  act  may  be  poued  eatabUJiiag  a  NatioMi . 
BanJc,  with  braaches,  founded  oa  sach  a  oapUal, 
aod  regulated  by  such  prineiples  as  shall  seeure 
public  and  private  cea&deocc.— Refcned  to  tho 
Committee  on  tbe  subject  of  an  Uniform  Ite- 
tional  Currency. 

Mr.  Lattihorb  presented  petitions  from  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  esst 
of  Pearl  river,  prayiag  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  Itfciog  a  eeasua  of  the  inhabtiaiMs  of 
tbe  a«jd  Territory,  aad  that  the  Territory  aMy  be 
ereeted  into  an  independent  Sutc.— Referred. 

Mr.  SpBAUa  laid  Define  the  Houio  a  laiier  ftea . 
William  Lambert,  of  the  City  of  Washington, 
enclosing  abstracts  of  wteh  calenlations  relative 
to  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  as  were  made  by  him  before  the 
passage  of  the  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the 
ISth  of  February  last,  upon  this  subject;  whioh 
were  ordered  to  lie  oo  tbe  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  completing  the 
Capitol,  by  erecting  a  centre  building,  according 
to  the  original  plao. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Taoaua,  the  Committee  oo 
the  Fablic  Laads  were  iastnuted  le  iafoire  ielo 
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tbe  eipedieDcy  of  grantiog  rights  of  oeeuiiaocy 
and  pte-emplion,  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  to  all 
sfleh  pereoos  as  shall  be  actually  seated,  oa  the 
first  day  of  October,  1816,  upon  any  section  of 
land  obtained  by  treaty  or  cooquest  front  the 
Creek  natioD  of  loditDs  doriBg  the  late  war. 

Fbiday,  December  15. 

Aoother  member,  to  wit:  from  Virgioia, John 
G.  Jaoebon,  appeared,  produced  his  credeotiBls, 
was  qi^ified,  and  took  his  seatk 
,  Mr.  SpEAua  presented  a  petition  of  iheLegis- 
liilBre  of  tbe  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  um 
the  titles  to  laoda  in  said  TjerritorT,  graated  by 
the  former  Spanish  GoTemment,  WDich  bad  pre- 
viously been  granted  by  the  British  Governmeat, 
may  be  confirmed  to  tbe  holden  under  the  Span- 
iahgranu 

Mr.  Lattihobb  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  Bondry  inhabitants  of  the  Missiui|»H  Ter- 
ritory.—Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  aJ)ill  making  additional  ap- 
propriations to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  army 
and  militia  during  the  years  1814  and  1815; 
whieh  was. read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Speaeer  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy,  traosmitting  a 
atatement  of  the  application  of  tbe  moneys  drawn 
from  tbe  Treasury  for  the  use  of  the  NaTy  De- 
partment, for  one  year,  ending  on  the  30ih  of  Sep- 
tember, 181S.— Referred  to  tbe  CommiUee  on 
Naral  Afiairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Library  Com- 
mittee were  instraeied  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  sum  appropriated  fur  tbe 
salary  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress  ;  and  for  the 
ceniioffent  expenses  of  the  Library,  and  of  allow- 
ing additional  compensation  to  the  Librarian  for 
services  performed  sinee  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


HoicniT,  December  18. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  Tbohas  P.  Geobvbnor  and  John 
B.  Yatm,  and  from  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania, 
3oan  Robs  ;  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qnalified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  KiNQ,  of  Massac  bosetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  tnhabiUDts  of  differeDt  parts  of 
tbe  District  of  Maine,  praying  that  one  of  the 
terms  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Maine,  may  be  removed  from 
WiscAsset  to  Portland. — Referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee oa  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FoBBVTB  presented  a  petition  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  of  the  Citjr  of 
Washington,  praying  for  an  act  of  incorporation, 
and  for  a  doaattoo  of  certain  public  lots  in  the 
City  of  WanhingtoD. 

Mr.  JoamoH,  of  Kentacky,  prCBcated  a  petition 
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of  sundry  iobabiunts  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois, 
praying  for  pre-emptioo  rights  to  the  iands  on 
which  they  reside. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  also  presented  a 
petition  of  the  L^islature  of  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory, praying  that  tbe  claims  of  certain  inhabi- 
tants of  said  Territory  to  pre-emptkoa  rights  to 
lands,  may  be  confirmed,  and  that  some  further 
provisions  may  be  made  rdatiog  to  the  selection 
of  lands  in  said  Territory,  for  the  use  of  semina- 
ries of  learning. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robbrtbon.  the  committee 
on  the  rules  and  orders  of  tbe  House  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ap- 

f pointing  clerks  to  the  standing  committees,  with 
save  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JmiliiNos.  a  committee  was 
appoii>ted  to  inquire  into  the  exiwdieocy  of  change 
tog  the  western  limit  of  -tbe  Territory  of  Indiana, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  (Mberwise;  and 
Messrs.  Jbmhingb,  Rbynouis,  Habdim,  HoMnm- 
FOBo,  and  Babr,  were  a(q>ointed  the  ooramttwe. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Eabton,  the  Comnutee  on 
tbe  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire,  if 
any,  what,  further  provisions  by  law  arc  ocpciU- 
ent  to  be  made  for  ratifying  the  unconfirmed 
claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and 
to  provide  for  their  location. 

Boohed,  That  the  Committee  oo  the  PoUtc 
Lands  be  lostrucied  to  inquire,  if  any,  what  al- 
terations or  amendments  are  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  land  titles  in  tbe  State  of  Loaisiana  and 
Territory  of  Missouri." 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Satoh,  which  was  rend,  and  ordoed  to  lie 
on  the  taUe : 

SeaeMt  Thai  the  Crasndttee  oil  the  PublicLanda 
be  instraoted  to  inqidn  into  the  expediency  of  r«gm> 
tatia;  by  law  the  leasiiis  and  worUog  tbe  public  lead 
minei  in  the  Territory  of  MisMnri,in  snch  manner  as 
to  secure  the  lessees  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their 
leases,  and  to  ensble  the  Government  to  collect  its  rents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  PensioGs  and  Revolutioikary  Claima 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  by  law  the  appointment  of  suitable 
persons  for  the  payment  of  mililarjr  peosioosL 
within  those  Slates  where  Commissioners  of 
Loans  are  not  appointed. 

mSTiUCT  JVDQES. 

Mr.  Gold  offered  for  oouideration  the  follow- 
ing resolnttmi :  > 

Retohed,  That  the  Oomnuttee  6n  the  Jndidsrj  b* 
instmoted  to  inquire  as  to  the  judicial  duties  of  tbe 
respective  district  judges  of  the  United  States,  whether 
tbe  same  have  been  in  certain  districts  greatfy  iocfeaaed 
since  tbe  est^lishment  of  the  sslaries  of  the  jodgoa 
therein ;  and  whether  the  compensation  at  present  al- 
loned  by  law  be  sdeqnste  to  the  discharge  of  the  du- 
ties enjoined  upon  the  judges. 

Mr.  Gold  remarked,  in  support  of  this  motion, 
that  when  tbe  compensation  of  tbe  district  judges 
had  been  fixed,  it  was  oo  doubt  adequate  lo  the 
aetvieca  that  they  than  had  to  perform ;  but  it 
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I  Tcrjr  Doiocious  thai  tbe  dutiei  had  inereaseil 
in  sofoe  districbi  id  a  foarfold  degree.  Such  bad 
been  the  increase  of  ihe  bosinesa  of  ibe  dUtrici 
judge  in  New  York  Siate,  thai  it  had  been  foaad 
necessary  by  Coogress  to  divide  the  State  ioto 
two  dmrkis.  The  aot  for  that  purpose,  how- 
ever, contaioed  a  prorisioD  that  in  eaae  tbe  judge 
of  ooe  of  those  districts  should  be  unable  lo  at- 
tend to  ibe  duties  of  bis  office,  (he  judge  of  the 
remaioing  dntrict  should  perforra  the  duties  of 
both.  Now,  the  fact  was,  toai  the  judge  of  one 
of  thoae  disiricis  had  been  wholly  unable  lo  at- 
tend bis  judicial  duties ;  in  eonseqneoce  of  which 
tbe  duties  of  that  district  bad  deroWed  on  tbe 
jndge  oi  the  other.  He  wu,  by  this  ciceum- 
siaBCc,  oUignd  to  iraTel  two  tboosaDd  miles  a 
year,  at  an  axpenxe  which  nearly  abaoriwd,  i&  ne- 
ccacary  traveUiog  expenses,  tbe  whole  amount  of 
hu  aaluy.^  As  there  might  be  other  distriets  in 
tk«  mine  siioation,  be  bad  couched  the  motion  in 
terms  so  geneial  as  would  embrace  all. 
The  lemliiiioD  was  agreed  to. 

Al>DmONAh  MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Lownbes,  tbe  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill 
makiag  additional  appropriations  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  army  and  militia  during  tbe 
years  1814  and  1815. 

Mr.  LownDBS  explained  briefly  tbe  object  of 
the  bill.  Tbe  deficiency  in  tbe  present  yeat'«  ap- 
pfopiiatioDs,  arose  from  tbe  error  in  estimating 
the  expenit  at  four  millions  only,  barely  enough 
for  the  support  of  ten  thousand  men,  when,  io 
faei,  for  tbe  principal  part  of  the  flnt  two  quar* 
teis  of  tbe  year  more  ihao  four  times  that  num- 
ber ought  to  hare  been  provided  for.  The  de- 
fieieoey  of  preceding  years,  it  wai  welt  known, 
was  caused  by  tbe  heavy  expenses  of  large  detach- 
meats  of  militia,  exceeding  the  estimate  which 
had  been  made,  &c.  Mr.  L.  handed  lo  the  Chair, 
for  tbe  informatioo  of  the  House,  the  following 
letter  bom  the  Paymaster  of  tbe  Army  lo  the  See- 
nuiy  of  War,  which  wis  read ; 

Abmt  Pat  Ovyicb, 
CiTX  M  WASHivoTOjr,  Dtc.  16,  1816. 

SsB :  From  the  best  eoloabtioni  I  bare  been  able  to 
wafcn.  tbe  defioea^  of  ap^pciations  for  the  regular 
Military  Bsttbfafatnent  for  the  year  1814,  may  be  esti- 
inatad  at  eight  haodrad  thousand  dollars^  nsmdy : 

On  acceoU  of  fay  9616,000 

On  aeceont  of  sobsiBteoce  of  officers,  ia- 

dnding  Ih^  pvhale  servanis  -  -  8!M)00 
On  aceonnt  ot  rataiaed  bomties  to  recruits  tOO^OOO 


•800^ 


And  tor  the  year  1810,  at  moiulHonssven  hundred 
Ifc— sand  doUajs,  namdy: 

On  acoooot  of  pay  $1,W0,000 

On  aceonnt  of  the  subsistence  of  officers, 

Including  tbnr  private  servants  -  150,000 
On  aoeountof  mainsd  bounties  to  recruits  800,000 


•1,700^ 


Forming  an  aggregate  arrearage  for  thess  two  yean 

of  two  million  five  hundred  thousand  doiiara,  via : 

On  aeconnt  of  pay  91.866,000 

Oq  aceonnt  of  the  subsirteace  of  officers, 

inclnding  their  private  servants  -  -  835,000 
On  account  of  retained  bountiM  to  recruits  400,000 


9S^500;000 


A  flntiier  sum  of  three  milUon  five  hundred  mou- 
auxi  dollars  b  also  estimated  to  meet,  in  part,  tbe  out- 
standing claims  of  militia,  volunteers,  and  Indian  war* 
riora,  bereti^rt  called  into  the  service  of  tbe  United 
States,  exclasive,  however,  of  tbe  claims  of  certain 
States  for  expenditures  upon  their  militia,  which  are 
not  yet  duly  reoognised  oo  tbe  part  of  die  United 
States.  It  may  be  classed  as  Mlows : 
On  account  or  pay  -  -      -  V^Mfl^MO 

On  aeoouat  of  the  subriatenee  vt  offlem, 

iododing  thsbr  private  servants  -  SOivOOO 

On  aceonnt  of  fbn^,  of  the  hsrses  of  et 

fleers  only   60,000 

On  account  of  fte  dotbing  of  officers*  pii. 

vate  servants   80,000 


93.600,000 


To  give  yon  a  more  condensed  view  of  the  preceding 
statements,  tho  following  reca^tulation  Is  snbm|tted: 
Fay  of  regular  troops     -      •  1,866,000 
Pay  of  militia,  dee  -      -      -  8,095,000 

  4,000,000 

Sobriatence  of  regular  troops  •  336,000 
Subsistence  oi  militia.  Ax.     •  366,000 

  600,000 

Forage  of  militia,  dec.  -  60,000 
Clotlung  of  militia,  &c   80,000 


Retained  bountka  to  recruits  for  the  regular 
service  ...... 


400,000 

90^010 


I  am,  very  reqpeetfUly,  rir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

ROBBRT  BRENT, 

Paymatfer  V.  S.  Aran. 
Hob.  Wm.  H.  Cbawvobs, 

Secretary  o/  War. 

On  motion  of  I^r.  Lownoes,  tbe  blanks  in  the 
bill  were  so  filled  as  to  embrace  the  following  ap- 
propriations: 

For  die  Quartermaster's  department  -  9060^000 
For  the  payitf  the  army  and  militia  -  •  5,617,000 
For  the  snbaistence  of  tbe  army  and  militia  3,810,373 

For  forage  60^ 

FordotUng   108,000 

For  bounliss  and  pieminaw  ...  400|000 
For  the  Medioal  end  Hoa^al  depaatments  lOMOO 

For  fortifications  iN>0,000 

For  the  Ordnance  department  ...  140,000 
Mr.  Sharpb  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  tbe 
words  "during  the  years  1814  and  1815,"  on  tbe 
ground  that  tbe  insertion  of  these  years  would 
exclude  claims  of  prior  dale,  which  he  knew  to 
be  yet  unsatisfied,  though  recognised  by  theQor- 
ernment  as  just;  among  tbe>e,  he  particularly 
mentioned  the  case  of  tbe  men  who  served  in 
Qonenl  Hopkioa'a  expediitOD.  He  piwumed  it 
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to  be  ih«  utttfDiton  of  the  biU  to  inelodeall  ekfns 
remaimog  unpaid;  wi(b  whieb  lAjeet  Itn- 
gooM  of  tbe  bill  did  doi  eorrespoBd. 

Mr.  LowMBBs  disaroved  any  iatention  to  ex- 
elade  any  just  claims  from  payment;  Bordid  he 
thiok  such  woold  be  the  effect  of  tbe  present  pfara- 
seolo^.  TheaccoaDts  of  the  departmeot  were 
kept  under  a  general  head  for  each  item,  withoat 
making  any  aiscrimiDaiioD  as  to  tbe  date  of  its 
becomme  doe.  These  appropriations  would  of 
course  go  to  tbe  general  heads,  and  be  equally 
subjeet  to  all  claims,  of  whatever  date. 

Mr.  Sbabpe  replied,  but  bis  motion  was  ove^ 
xoled  by  the  House  by  a  majority  of  two. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Houk, 
Mr.  Shabpb  moved  lo  lay  the  bill  oe  tbe  table,  to 
giveaB  opportooity  to  ascertain  fron  tbeWw 
Departmeni  the  faec  in  telniion  to  oMaMnding 
elaiBU  prior  to  1S14  j  but  aftsr  saae  cDnveiMMioD 
thli  motion  wni  witMrawn ;  and, 

By  consent  of  Mr.  Lowudbb,  the  hiU  was  so 
amended  by  the  Heme  aa  to  read,  "dnriDg  tbe 
late  war"  mstead  of  "during  the  years  1614 and 
1815.** 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  was  subsequently  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 


TvBSDAr,  December  19. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  ibe  'Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe 
relief  of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  Blisha  Fisher 

Co.,  Thomaa  Clifford,  and  Thomas  Clifford 
tad  Son ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  on  Thuniday  next. 

Mr.  Yancet,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  detailed  report  on  tbe  petition  of  Jona- 
tfam  B.  Eastman,  which  was  read;  when  Mr. 
Y.  repwted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  B. 
Eastman,  which  was  read  twice,  and  coramiltcd 
to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  Yamcbt  aaade  a  report  in  detail  upon  the 
petlUoa  of  Jabez  Hull,  which  was  read,  when 
Mr.  Y.  also  reported  a  bill  £or  the  relief  of  Jabez 
Hull,  which  was  read  twiee,  together  with  tbe 
report  last  aforesaid,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yancbt  also  reported  a  bill  to  aotborize 
tbe  payment  for  property  lost,  captured)  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  while  in  ibe  mililary  ser- 
Ttee  pf  the  United  States ;  which  was  read  twice, 
HKd  eammiiled  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whria  to- 
mnnr. 

Mf.  REnroLBS  snbmiued  the  MknriM  laso- 
ImkiMf  wbieh  wne  pead  aad  lejeeted  bf  tbe 
Honae: 

Retehed,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
inatmclsd  to  iaquire  into  tbe  ezpedieney  of  radoaag 
the  price  of  pd^  lands,  and  n^oit  by  bitt  or  otbar- 
wias. 

Ob  motion  by  Mr.  Bastob^  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  yesterday,  asd  tbe  same  being  again  read, 
was  modited  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

JimtB^  That  tha  CeaiBlttee  ea  tbe  PuUie 
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Lands  be  Instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expe- 
diency 1^ providing,  by  law,  for  beuer  regulatiDg 
tbe  leasing  aad  working  the  public  lead  mine* 
and  salt  sprfaigs  belonging  to  tbe  United  Btatea, 
in  sudi  naanaer  as  to  protect  the  lessees  ia  tha 
qviet  enjoyment  of  their  leases,  and  to  enable  tbe 
Qovernment  to  eollect  its  rents. 


WsDNBsa^T,  December  30. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New  Yorl^ 
VicT0BTBtaD8BTB,and  from  Kentucky,  SamBb 
McKBE,appeared,  jH^dueed  their  credentials,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  HoLBBRT  presented  a  petition  of  tbe  aoaa- 
ofactnrets  of  cotton  nods  in  the  eouaty  of  Berii- 
sbuc,  and  State  of  MaasBchnsetts,  praying  that 
■wasoree  naay  be  adopted  to  praserra  and  «i- 
eourage  tbe  eotion  mannfactaring  eatabUakmnnts 
within  the  United  States.— Referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  ComnMKe  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  JoHMBON,  of  Kmtooky,  from  the  Commii- 
lee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  hilt  for  the 
relief  of  the  infirm,  disabled,  and  so|wrannaated 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Rerolutionary  war, 
tbe  late  war,  and  the  army  of  tbe  United  States, 
for  tbe  time  being;  which  was  read  twice,  ana 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbde  House 
on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resdved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jona.  B. 
Bastman;  wbieh  was  passed  through  tbe  com- 
mittee and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Jabes  Hull  took  tbe 
same  course,  after  some  debate  on  a  frnitless  at- 
tempt of  Mr.  Taylob  to  obtain  a  reeommitmeot 
of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  make  it  more  eont- 
prehennve. 

THDBsnAT,  December  21. 

Two  members,  to  wit :  fVora  Rhode  bland, 
Jambs  B.  Masom,  and  from  New  York,  Pans 
H.  Wendovbb,  appeared,  produced  their  creden- 
tial^ were  ijmtifieo,  asd  took  their  aeats. 

Mx.  HoiiBaaT  preaeoted  a  petition  of  a 
mittee  appointed  by  tbe  breedns  of  fiferfaw 
sheut,  and  mamufaetenn  ef  fiae  wcoUeo  efaShL 
residing  in  the  eoeniy  et  BerkBhiee,  aad  State  «f 
Maasaehiisetts,  praying  that  such  Beasttree  mvf 
be  adopted  as  will  afford  security  and  encoarage- 
meat  to  tbe  enterprise  in  which  they  are  en> 
geged^R^Mrred  to  tfaeGommittee  of  Co  nnerce 
ana  MannHiciures. 

Mt.  Hopkibboii  preseated  &  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitaDts  of  Pbindelphia,  myine  for  the  ea- 
taUiebraeat  of  aMaiiowl  BanL— Befewed  to  the 
Committee  on  the  subject  of  aa  UnifonB  Na* 
tioaal  Currency. 

A  messa^  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Hoose  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill 
"  making  additional  appropriations  to  defray  the 
of  the  army  and  militia  of  the  United 
Statsednrlng  tbe  late  war,"  with  amendments, 
ia  whieh  they  ask  tbe  conenrr'ence  of  tbisHonaa.. 
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The  said  uneadmeBis  were  then  md  Bud 
conenrred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Tancey,  from  the  Committee  of  CUims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Caleb  Earl  and 
JohB  Keen,  of  Pbiladelphia,  who  pray  indemni- 
ficBtion  from  the  Ooreroment  for  the  loss  of  a 
Teasel;  which,  baTiog  been  embargoed,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy  at  Alexandria.  The  re- 
port reeommended  that  "  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners  ought  not  to  be  granted  and  was  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  John  Armstrong,  of  Tennessee,  who  prays  to 
be  allowed  certain  commissions  on  ioteriuJ  rere- 
nae  collected.  The  report  is  aJverse  to  bis  prayer, 
and  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Tamcey  also  made  report  on  the  petition 
of  Mr.  John  King,  of  the  Northern  Neck  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  prayed  that  his  house,  wantonly  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  in  une  of  their  predatory 
incursions  daring  the  late  war,  (at  the  same  time 
that  be  was  kidnapped  and  carried  off  to  Hali- 
ftx,)  may  be  rebuilt  by  Qorernment.  The  re- 
port if  wholly  adrerse,  on  prtoeiple^ to  the  prayer 
of  (be  petition,  and  was  concurred  la. 

The  SpBAKfiK  laid  before  the  House  a  leuer 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittiog 
aa  annual  natement  of  the  duties  ud  customs 
for  the  year  1814,  and  of  the  sales  of  public  lands 
for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  September,  1815; 
and  also  a  statemeDt  of  the  proceeds  of  the  inter 
nal  duties  and  direct  tax,  stating  the  amount  due, 
and  tiie  amount  paid,  and  the  expenses  of  coUec- 
tioQ,  in  each  eoUeciioo  district  within  the  United 
Slates;  which  documents  were,  oa  motion  of 
Ur.  Mjuior,  all  ordered  to  be  pviated. 

A  lattar  was  received  from  the  Seoreiary  of 
the  Nary,  enclosing  a  sutementitf  monays  traos- 
fened  from  ocrtaia  specific  approprtatiaas  to 
«tlwr  objects  of  expenditure,  4be. 

Both  the  above  dooomaats  ware  referred  to 
ilw  Coramittea  of  Wars  and  Meaaa. 

The  eagreesed  bill  for  th«  relief  of  Jonathan 
9.  Bniman,  and  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  Jabex  HulL  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  John 
CUfind,  and  others,  of  Philadelphia,  was  taken 
op  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  case,  as 
aoued  by  Mr.  Nbwtoh,  is  one  in  which  the  Messrs. 
Clifford  have  paid  a  certain  sum  in  daties  on 
artietes  which  the  Supreme  Court  has  since  de- 
cided were  not  dutiabfe  under  the  existing  laws. 
This  bill  is  to  eaaUe  them  to  withdraw  from  the 
Treasury  ihi  moneys  thus  erroneously  paid.  The 
bjU  was  ordered  to  be  eagrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

CONGRESSIONAL  BE8BRVATX0N. 
Oa  motioo  of  Mr.  Rbtmolds,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  coasideiatioB  of  the  following  re- 
solve, sabmiiiad  by  bima  few  days  ago : 

iZesDlesd,  That  Oe  Committee  on  Pnblic  Lands  be 
inalrttcted  to  iaqoiie  into  the  expediency  of  tppropri- 
atiiig  all  that  tract  oS  land  known  by  the  name  of  the 
^"GongresHOaal  Besnration,"  lying  in  the  counties  of 
MsoiT-  and  QUea,  in  the  Sute  of  Tennessee,  for  the 


extingairfiment  oi  fba  Gerieme  land  warrants  imed 
by  the  State  of  North  Gandiaa,  and  that  the  aetad 
occapants  within  the  boonds  of  sud  tract,  who  have 
been  liTing  on  said  land  on  the  first  day  of  Jaanaiy 
last  past  sbBll  haTs  a  preference  to  perfect  ^Iss  there- 
to: Ttoridedt  No  one  shall  be  permitted  to  spprop^ 
ate  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  nor  less 
than  fifty  acres,  of  land. 

This  motion  Mr.  Tahcey  proposed  to  amend, 
by  striking  out  the  whole,  except  the  word  *'  Re- 
aolvedj"  and  inserting  the  following,  in  lien 
thereof: 

**  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  instnict- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  qppronriating  so 
madi  of  the  luid  lying  in  4ie  State  of  ^ 
known  by  the  name  m  the  *  Congreesional  Rescm- 
lion,'  as  may  be  snflcient  to  extingnisfa  the  dahas  aa- 
dei  land  warrants  iaaoed  by  the  State  of  North  Gae*- 
lioa,  agnaaUy  to  the  third  eeetioa  of  an  act  of  Oen- 
gress  o^  the  leth  of  AwU,  1806,  entitled  'An  act  tp 
aothoriae  the  State  of  Tenneaaee  to  ime  grants  and 
peefect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to 
settle  daima  to  the  vacant  and  nni^propriated  land 
within  the  same." 

Bfr.  Yahcit  supported  his  motion,  by  showing 
how  the  interest  oiNortfa  Carolina  woald  be  in- 
juriously affected  by  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
m  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  RaYNOLns  said  he  had  no  ob}eellon  to  the 
antendmeDt,  except  bis  anxiety  that  those  per- 
sons who  had  settled  on  these  lands  seven  or  eight 
years,  and  to  this  day  been  undisturbed  by  the 
iSorernment,  should  have  the  preference  in  poi- 
chasioff.  He  had  their  case  much  at  heart.  If 
ever  there  were  people  in  the  Uoion  entitled  to 
the  riebt  of  preemption,  it  was  those  people. 
They  formed  the  barrier  of  that  country.  They 
were  a  part  of  the  brave  men  that  defeated  the 
Creek  Indians ;  and  even  partook  in  the  glory  of 
the  defence  of  Louisiana,  when  their  country  re- 
qnired  their  services.  Such  men  deserved  atten- 
tion from  Government.  .But  being  also  anxious 
for  the  other  object  of  his  motion,  and  there  ap- 
pearing to  be  an  otgectton  to  connecting  tbem, 
he  shontd  consent  to  the  amendment  now  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  Gaston  took  a  view  of  the  successive  lawv 
of  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  the  United 
States,  on  the  subject  of  these  land  claims.  The 
State  of  North  Carolina,  in  parting  with  her 
rights  to  the  United  States,  in  1803  or  1804,  had 
done  it  on  certain  conditions;  one  of  which 
was,  that,  in  obtaining  titlesjjio  preference  shotild 
be  given  to  the  citiiens  of  Tennessee  over  those 
of  any  other  State.  It  was  therefore  immaterial, 
he  said,  what  were  the  particular  merits  of  the 
individuals  to  whom  the  gentleman  from  Teonea- 
see  desired  to  secure  the  right  of  pre-emption.  If 
the  hands  of  Congress  were  tied  up  by  the  terms 
of  the  act  of  cession  of  North  Carolina,  the  mar- 
its  of  these  settlers  on  the  lands  would  not  ayail 
to  establish  their  elaim  to  pre-emption  rights. 

Mr.  RoBBBTSon  thoaght  the  discussion  of  the 
claims  of  actual  settlers  to  rigbu  of  pre-emption 
to  be  at  this  time  premature,  as  not  properly  be- 
fore the  House.  He  saw  no  objection  to  the  res- 
olution now  proposed  to  be  amended. 
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Mr.  PicKBNs  spoke  ia  favor  of  the  amendment. 
The  Slate  of  North  Carolina  bad  made  a  grant 
of  her  riffhis  in  an  act  coniaininf  certain  condi- 
tions, ana  requiring  tlie  assent  of  Congress  as  a 

Seliroiaary.  The  assent  contained  in  the  act  of 
ongress  in  1806,  io  the  opinioo  of  North  Caro- 
lina, was  not  stiffieient  to  satufy  her  prerioas  act ; 
aod,  in  coDseqaeDce  of  thU  insufficiency,  she  had 
repealed  her  first  act.  The  question,  whether 
this  repeal  was  valid  woald  depend  on  the  ques- 
tion woether  the  act  of  Congress  of  1806  con- 
tained the  reservations  in  favor  of  North  Caroli- 
na, which  she  required  as  the  conditions  of  the 
satrender  of  her  rights.  The  last  clanse  of  the 
original  resolution,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  had  so  much  at  heart,  embraced  a 
principle  on  which,  in  his  opinion^  the  Congress 
had  no  right  to  act,  North  Carolina  having  ex- 
pressly stipulated  against  it. 

^e  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Yancet  was 
agreed  (o ;  and,  thus  agreed  to,  the  resolution  was 
passed. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Mr*  Dakumotom  offered  for  consideration  the 
fbUowiog  resolotion : 

lUaohed,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  w  modi 
of  tlM  PnsideDt's  Meamge  leUtM  to  Boeds  and  Cmt 
nail  b«  instmeted  to  inqntra  into  the  expediancy  of 
eitending  prompt  and  efficieut  aid,  on  the  put  of  the 
GflOMrd  Government,  to  the  company  incwporated  for 
the  pnrpoM  of  oatting  a  canal  ftom  the  waten  of  the 
Chanpieake  to  thoae  of  the  Delaware,  coaBMily  called 
dw  Cfcaspeafce  and  Delaware  CanaL 

Mr.  Dablirqtom  said,  he  flattned  hlnuelf  that 
the  Honse  vrould  not  only  agree  tu  the  resolution, 
Imt  act  cfibclttally  on  the  subjeetof  it.  It  was 
ftshionable,  he  added,  to  call  ourselves  an  en- 
lightened people.  He  was  not  disposed  to  con- 
trovert this  principle,  but  he  hoped  we  should,  by 
onr  acts,  substantiate  our  claim  to  this  character. 
The  members  of  the  Gk)vernmeDt  had,  he  be- 
lieved, been  made  sensible,  by  the  course  and 
events  of  the  war,  of  the  importance  of  inland 
communication,  and  he  hoped  they  would,  duriog 
peace,  profit  by  their  experience,  and  give  it  aO 
the  aid  in  their  power. 

The  motion  n  Mr.  D.  was  agreed  to. 

Fkidat,  December  SS. 

Mr.  CoHDicT  pcesrated  a  petition  from  the 
Hannfacturiogi  ABSoeiaitoo  ofNew  Jersey,  pray- 
ing that  the  importation  of  cotton  fabrics  of  a 
coarse  texture  may  be  absolutely  or  virtually  pro- 
hibited.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactares. 

Mr.  ABcasa  presented  sundry  documents  in 
relation  to  the  election  and  return  of  Qeorge 
Baer  as  one  of  the  members  of  this  House  lor 
the  State  of  Maryland,  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  TATi.on,  of  New  York,  presented  n  peti- 
tion of  Brastas  Root,  prsying  that  the  seat  of 
Joan  Adams,  whom  he  alleges  has  been  unduly 
reinmed  as  gne  of  the  membera  of  this  Honse 
for  the  State  of  New  Tork,  may  be  vacated  { and 
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that  he  may  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  House 
in  the  place  of  the  satd  Jobn  Adams. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  ihe  General  Land  Of- 
fice, transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at  ' 
Kaskaskia,  accompanied  with  a  list  of  persons 
who  have  had  less  than  four  hnndred  acres  eon*  < 
firmed  lo  them,  and  a  statement  of  claims  for  do-  ■ 
nations  as  heads  of  families,  improvement  rights,  ■ 
and  militia  rights,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Commiitee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Yancbt  oSered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution.  It  appeared  to  him,  he  said, 
that  sacfa  a  measure  as  it  embraced,  if  adopted, 
would' be  productive  of  much  good  to  the  nation 
and  to  the  House,  and  could  not  involve  any  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  of  individuals: 

Raolved,  That  the  committee  to  wliom  has  been  re- 
ferred tha  revision  and  amendment  of  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  Honse,  be  instmoted  t«  inqoire  into  the 
aipedien<7  of  adoptin;  a  rale  to  tbo  following  efibct: 
That  after  a  claim  has  be«  heard  opoa  its  neriti^aad 
rejected  by  the  House,  it  shall  not  be  refared  to  a 
committee,  unless  the  member  preeemtiag  it  shall  siste 
thst^it  ia  auppofted  by  additional  testiBOoy,  whidi  in 
his  ofMoion  would  produce  a  difiereot  decMioB  of  Ibe 
House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Hehdbbsoh,  of  Tennessee,  snbmitted  the 
following  resolution  for  consideration: 

BeMotaed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inqoiia  into  the  expediancy  of  allowinff 
to  those  persona  claiming  publte  lands  in  Uie  Mtask- 
sipfn  Teniteiy  under  an  act  of  the  L^ialataie  of  Geoe- 
gu,  paased  Januazy  7. 1706,  who  have  biled  to  oem- 
Moimaa  and  make  a  eettlemant  of  thsir  eUdma  In  cea- 
ibnnity  with  the  proTiaiMis  of  an  act  ef  Congress, 
entitled,  an  act  for  the  indemnidcatkm  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Misaiasip^  Territory, 
within  tha  time  therein  limited,  a  farther  tfane  to  ob- 
tain the  benefit  of  aaid  mentioned  act. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RoBBBTBOM,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Landsj  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  oi  John  W.  Winn ;  which  vms  read  and 
concurred  io. 

Mr.RoBBRTBoif,  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
CrMarkle,  accompanied  by  a  hill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  RoBBBTBON,  ftom  the  same  committee, 
made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  tha  Pnblic  Lands,  who  were  in- 
structed by  a  r«M>lation  of  the  House  to  inqaire  into 
the  expediency  of  anting  rights  of  occupant  and 
pre-emption  at  two  doUara  per  acre  to  all  auch  persona 
as  shall  be  actually  aeated,  on  the  lat  daj  of  Oct^ 
1816,  upon  any  section  of  land  obtained  by  trea^  er 
conquest  from  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians  daring  the 
late  war: 

Report,  That,  from  the  year  1766  to  the  present  time, 
laws  to  prevent  nnanthor^ed  individusla  from  aeUUDf 
on  the  public  and  unappropriated  lands  ef  the  United 
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SlAtM  ban  bMD  in  couUnt  <^>eratton ;  that  intruuoni 
Ml  Ibdian  lands  bave  been  cqoally  finbtddea ;  that 
tbe  poficf  and  wMcnd  of  mch  iawi  i^ear  to  be  on- 
denmta.  If  thow  hy  whmn  they  hive  been  violated 
havtt  in  •omo  inetuce*  been  veeted  with  the  righte  of 
prft-omption,  yet  it  aeema  clearly  impoliUe  to  bold  oat  in- 
iritntiona  to  a  fanber  dUngard  of  them.  The  com- 
mattM  are  not  aware  that  the  system  in  this  respect 
reqnina  ahentton  or  amandinent  Tb^  therttfoie 
I— pactfollly  MibaiU  dM  Atllowing  reaolotioa: 

RuthMk  That  it  ia  inexpedunt  to  gntat  ri^ta  of 
oecnpan^  or  pre  emptioD  to  udi  peraona  as  Aall  aet- 
tl*  on  Uw  pobtie  landi  which  have  beea  obtained  by 
txmmtf  or  eonqoeat  fiom  the  Creek  Indiatu  daring  the 
lnt«  war. 

Tbis  report  beiog  under  coDsideraiion— 
Mr.  Tbohab  opposed  the  report  with  mocb 
zeal,  as  well  on  the  ground  of  the  expediency  of 
eatnUiabiog  an  uniformity  in  the  price  of  the 
pabUc  laii<u,  as  on  that  of  the  propriety  of  faror- 
ukg  those  whose  enterpriae  and  spirit  first  should 
penetrate  the  wilderness  by  useful  settlemeDis. 
These  poiois  he  illustrated  by  various  argumeuts, 
and  particularly  dwelt  oo  the  iioportaace  of  an 
tMxlf  settleracDt  of  that  frontier  eouutry,  &e. 

Mr.  RoBERTaoN  replied  iu  defence  of  the  re- 
port, on  the  ground  of  the  iinpoticf  and  absurdity 
of  adopting  measnres  that  abould  eooouraga  the 
TiobiiioQ  of  the  existing  laws  which  prohibit  un< 
lieeoaed  settlements  on  the  public  unda.  The 

anesiioo  of  changing  the  mode  of  disposing  of 
w  pablie  land;),  be  said,  was  yet  before  ibe  com- 
mitter and  not,  therefore,  properly  before  the 
Hooae,  chough  it  soon  would  be.  Mr.  R.  made' 
•Millie  remarks  going  to  prove  the  anxiety  of  the 
Qovemmeot  to  throw  this  land  into  marset,  &e. 
(with  a  viei(ir  to  its  early  settlement,)  as  evinced 
Dj  the  progress  already  made  in  preparing  it  for 
that  purpose,  in  preference  to  otbar  lands  that 
had  been  much  longer  in  posteisioa  of  the  United 
States,  Sue. 

WESTERN  ROADS. 

Mr.  Eabton,  after  a  number  of  remarks  going 
to  show  the  importance  of  the  object  he  had  in 
Tiew  aud  the  difficalty,  if  not  imposBibiltty,  of 
its  being  executed  in  any  other  way  than  under 
the  authority  of  the  Gorernment,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing instruction  lo  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  C^aali: 

Xtat^Md,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencv  of  open- 
ing roads,  to  wit;  &om  Shawneetown  to  Kiskaskias, 
in  IHiaoii;  from  the  town  of  Hamilton  in  Ohio  to  Vio- 
ceanM  in  Indiana,  thence  to  tiie  town  of  St  Louis  in 
Misaoail,  theaea  by  the  way  of  Aikansaa  to  the  nonh- 
«m  boondaiy  line  of  Ae  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

^The  following  Is  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr. 
B&STON,  in  bis  observations  for  opening  and  im- 
proving roads:  The  President  of  the  Uaued  States 
to  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  suitable  number  of 
commissioners  to  survey,  mark,  and  lay  out  the 
said  roads,  and  to  designate  the  places  where  ii 
will  be  necessary  and  proper  that  persons  should 
settle,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  houses  of  en- 
lataiameni  for  accommodation  of  travellers ;  that 
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the  Qovemors  or  Seeretaries  of  the  respecHn 
Territories  be  authorized  to  lease  to  an  Inhabitant 

who  will  senle  at  those  places,  a  tract  of  land 
not  exceeding  six  hundred  ana  forty  acres,  nor 
less  than  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  on  con- 
dition of  their  opening  and  keeping  in  repair  the 
road  for  the  distance  allotted  to  them  for  the  term 
of  ten  years,  which  allotments  shall  be  next  ad- 
joining the  lands  so  leased  to  them  respectively 
and  at  the  expiration  of  the  leases,  the  lessees,  their 
heirs  or  assigns,  upon  satisfying  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  the  lime  being,  that  tbey 
have  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  the  leases  respec- 
tively, shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  patent  for 
the  lands  so  leased,  from  the  Governmeni:  Pro- 
videdj  That  no  one  lessee  shall  be  required  to 
keep  the  road  in  repair  for  more  than  five  milea 
for  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  aere^ 
nor  more  than  ten  miles  for  a  tract  of  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres ;  and  the  commissioners  in 
laying  but  and  marking  said  roads,  shall  report 
to  the  Governors  or  Secretaries  the  several  allot- 
ments specially,  specifying  in  what  allotments 
the  lessees  ought  to  be  entitled  to  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  and  in  what  allotments  they  will 
be  entitled  to  a  less  quantity  of  land,  and  to  what 
amount ;  which  said  allotments  shall  respectively 
be  numbered,  and  laid  down  upon  a  plat  of  the 
said  roads,  to  be  platted  by  the  surveyors  to  be 
employed  to  run  the  same:  one  copy  whereof 
shall  be  deposited  with  the  GoTernor  of  the  Ter- 
ritory f  n  which  the  road  shall  be,  and  other  copies 
of  the  plats  of  said  roads  lo  be  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office.] 

PRIVATE  LOSSES  IN  SERVICE,  dec 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tahcey,  the  House  resolred 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
aalhoriziog  the  payment  for  private  properly  loat, 
captured,  or  desiroyed,  whilst  in  the  servtee  a 
the  United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

Yarioos^aiqendmeatsoraverbal  nature  were 
made  to  the  bill,  on  which  considerable  disemsion 
took  place. 

The  most  earnest  discussion  took  place  on  mo- 
tions sQccessively  made  by  Messrs.  Dsbha.  Tbom* 
A8,  Wilde,  and  Clat,  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
include  the  case  of  the  horses  belonging  to  those 
^militia  who  captured  Proctor's  army,  that  were 
lost  in  consequence  of  their  riders  being  separated 
from,  and  crossing  the  lake  without  their  horses, 
which  were  left  ia  the  care  of  the  United  States' 
officers. 

These  motions  were  advocated  by  tbe  abov^ 
gentlemen,  and  ot  hers,and  opposed  by  Mr.  YANon 
and  others.  The  main  objection  of  them  wa^ 
that  the  daily  allowance  (by  the  act  of  1795)  to 
mounted  volunteers  and  militia,  for  (he  use  of 
their  horses^  was  intended  to  cover  all  risks,  ex- 
cept those  incident  to  battle;  and  that  tbe  acci- 
dents of  breaking^  loose,  gelling  mired,  &e.,  by 
which  the  horses  in  question  were  lost,  were  such 
as  were  intended  to  be  covered  by  ihe  liberal  al- 
lowance of  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and 
fiak  of  horses.  Oa  the  other  hand,  it  was  eon- 
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tended,  with  force,  that  the  United  Sutes,  having 
separated  the  rider  from  his  horse,  and  assumed 
the  care  of  it,  was  liable  for  accidents  which  oc- 
■carred,  generally,  in  coasequeoce  of  the  absence 

the  care  and  atientioD  bestowed  on  the  aniniat 
by  bis  proprietor. 

No  one  of  the  amendments  on  this  subject  pre- 
vailed, all  of  them  being  negatived,  by  20  or  30 
majority' 

The  following  are  Mr.  DsaHA's  remarks  on  the 
«boTe  bill: 

Mt.  DsaaA  said,  his  object  in  rising  was  to 
moTe  that  so  mueh  of  the  amendment,  proposed 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  the  bill  under  coosideratjon,  as  relates  to  a 
dedaction  of  forty  cents  per  day^  allowed  by 
the  act  of  1795,  for  the  we  and  ruk  of  horses, 
should  be  struck  out.  He  flattered  himself  that 
before  be  sat  down,  he  should  be  able  to  coarince 
the  honorable  gentleroan,  that  the  bill  with  bis 
amendment,  unless  the  part  that  relates  to  the 
deduction  of  forty  cents  per  day  should  be  erased, 
was  partial  in  its  provisions,  and  manifestly  un- 
just, particularly  as  related  to  Gtovernor  Shelby's 
volunteers,  who  were  separated  from  their  horses 
on  Lake  Erie,  in  the  Fall  of  1813.  The  bill,  as 
it  now  stands,  makes  provisbn  for  paying  for 
horses  lost,  in  consequence  of  the  failure,  on  the 

girt  of  Government,  to  furnish  a  suffioieocy  of 
tage,  witbout  at^  deduction— neither  ought 
th»e  to  be  any.  This  is  inst;  bat  how  does  it 
stand  in  relation  to  horses  tost  in  eonsequeoee  of 
the  owners  being  separated  from  them  by  order 
of  the  commanding  General,  as  was  the  case 
with  Gtovernor  Shelby's  men,  who,  under  the 
order  of  the  commanding  officer,  left  their  horses 
on  the  peninsula,  betwoen  Saodosky  and  Port- 
aj[e  riTer,  crossed  the  lake  where  it  was  forty 
miles  wide*  principally  in  open  boats,  pursued 
the  enemy  upwards  of  a  hundred  miles  into  the 
loterior  of  Canada,  overlook  them,  and  wiib  the 
aid  of  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  commanded  by 
my  worthy  eoUeague,  captured  Proctor's  army, 
and  defeated,  with  eonftiderable  staughler,  hosts 
of  the  savage  allies  of  Britain.  And^cao  it  be 
said  that  these  men  did  not  render  as  imporunt 
^viees  as  those  who  lost  their  horses  for  want 
m  fbrage.  Then  whr  this  deduction  of  forty 
cents  per  day,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
service  7  It  is  partiality  ia  the  extreme.  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  Government  is  bound, 
io  justice,  to  pay  for  all  horses  lost  at  Portage, 
by  accident  or  otherwise.  The  horses,  for  up- 
wards of  four  weeks,  were  virtually  and  indeed 
actually  in  possession  of  the  Government,  by  or- 
der of  Its  agent,  during  which  time  the  owners 
had  no  control  over  them ;  men  were  leA  to  lalce 
care  of  them,  and  to  prevent  them  from  breaking 
over  the  fence  made  across  the  peninsula.  Then 
I  say,  in  law,  equity  and  justice,  thai  all  loEses 
sastained  during  this  time,  the  Guvernmeat  is 
bound  to  pay  for ;  and  to  refuse,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying;,  is  manifest  injustice. 

What  was  the  situation  on  your  borders  at  the 
time  the  volunteers  tendered  their  services  ?  HuU 
had  surrendered  up  an  army.  Winchester  had 
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been  defeated  at  the  river  Raisin.  Dudley's  regi- 
ment was  cut  up  at  the  Rapids.  The  Uoed  of 
the  frontier  iohabiuuts  was  flowing  under  the 
tomahawk  and  sealpiog  knife.  Dismay  hovered 
OQ  your  borders.  Such  was  the  situation  when  the 
aged  and  patfioiic  Shelby,  Goremorof  Kenlaoky, 
baat  up  for  voluaieers.  After  it  was  knowa  tut 
he  would  bead  thera  in  peroou  and  lead  them 
agaiost  the  enemy,  a  short  notice  predaecA  at 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  thirty-ftre  or  six  hn- 
dred  vol&Dteera  prepared  to  fdlow  (hen  patrleUc 
leader  into  Cftoada.  or  anywhere  else  wfaere  they 
might  be  aerrieeable  to  their  country.  Pay  was 
scarcely  a  consideration  with  themj  yet  tfaey 
could  not  believe  that  their  country  would  m 
ungrateful.  The  UBdersiaodiDg  was,  that  if  ibeir 
horses  were  lost,  Goreroment  would  pay  for  them. 
The  quartermaster  general,  by  the  ofder,aiid  un- 
der the  ejre  of  the  Governor,  had  the  horses  val- 
ued by  disinterested  persons,  and  entered  in  a 
book  for  that  purpose,  copies  of  which.  I  believe, 
are  deposited  io  the  WarDepartment.  Under  these 
circnmstaoces,  had  not  the  volunteers  a  right  to 
expect  remuneration  in  case  of  losses,  where  such 
losses  were  not  occasioned  through  any  neglect  on 
their  part — and  will  Government  act  uogratefuUy 
towards  her  patriotic  sons  of  the  West,  who,  with 
other  exertions,  captured  a  whole  army,  with  the 
aid  of  my  colleagne's  r^imentj  and  wrested,  as  it 
were,  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  from  the 
hands  of  hordes  of  savages,  by  giving  peace  to 
the  froDtiers,  by  deducting  forty  cents  per  day 
from  the  hard-earned  wages  of  men  who  ren- 
dered important  services,  and  in  doing  whi^ 
they  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  their  horses?  Will 
we  bv  this  act  verify  what  has  been  so  often 
said  by  the  enemies  of  free  Governments,  that 
Republics  are  always  ungrateful  7 

Mr.  Dbsba  had  no  hesitation  in  believing,  that, 
if  every  horse  belonging  to  Governor  Shelby^^ 
volunteers  had  been  lost — and  the  number  lost 
was  inconsiderable-^nd  had  to  be  paid  for  by 
Governm^t — it  wasstillasaving  business  to  them; 
particularly  when  the  expense  of  transportation 
of  bagaage  is  ukea  into  consideration,  together 
with  the  imj^tance  of  the  service  rendered,  as 
well  as  the  immense  amonnt  of  property  taken 
from  the  enemy  on  the  Thames.  The  men  eoo- 
vened  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  at  a  short  notice. 
It  would  have  taken  considerable  time  to  have 
procured  wagons  and  teams  for  the  transportation 
of  the  baggage.  It  would  hare  taken  weeks  in 
marching  ue  men  on  fool  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred miles  to  the  laJte,  and  much  difficulty  and 
time  to  have  gettra  toe  barrage  wagons  there, 
through  a  country  thai  abounds  in  swamps  and 
marshes.  Before  tbearmy  could  have  arrived,  un- 
der all  these  difficulties,  the  windy  season,  which 
commences  periodically  on  the  Lakes,  must  have 
set  in,  which  would  have  rendered  it  impossible 
for  the  army  to  have  crossed  over  in  the  kind  of 
craft  they  had  to  cross  io.  The  failure  of  the 
expedition  would  have  been  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence, and  the  expense  would  have  been  nearly 
equal  to  what  it  is  now,  when  success  attended 
our  arms.  The  desperate  devastations  and  mas- 


Private  Lonet  in  Service. 


Digitized  by 


401 


HI9X0RT  OF  G0NaBa3& 


402 


DjnBMBBB,  1815. 


aacies  of  the  aavaj^  eoemy  would  hare  coDtiaaad 
anatber  seasoo  oo  oar  borders.  The  GorerDineDt 
would  bftTa  had  to  lure  sent  more  raeo,  and  beea 
sobjeetcd  to  the  ezpense  of  another  eaoipaign, 
the  aaeceas  of  whiel^  iBdependeDt  of  the  expense, 
would  have  been  more  dmibtful,  as  the  enemy 
would  have  gotiea  over  the  panic,  and  been  in  all 
probability  Setter  prepared  for  yoor  reception. 
Add  to  ibis  the  amount  of  property  taken  from 
the  enemy,  supposed  to  be  eonsiaerable — upwards 
of  a  million  of  dollars  in  Talue— in  munitions  of 
war ;  ordnance,  mlUtuy  atoms  ^'ber  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  D.  said,  when  all  these  things  were  consid- 
ered, tc^ther  with  the  almost  incalculable  diffi- 
culties, toils,  hardships,  and  starvations,  that  bad 
to  be  encountered  and  surmounted  on  the  expe- 
dition, GoTeroment  ought  oot  to  hesitate  in  doiog 
justice,  if  they  were  not  disposed  to  remuoerate 
liberally.   Bat,  what  astonished  him  more  than 
aoy  thing  else,  was  the  extraordinary  opposition 
of  the  ehairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  who 
reported  this  bill,  to  granting  pay  for  lost  horses, 
and  the  want  of  his  usual  liberality  in  constru- 
ing the  act  of  1795,  which  allows  forty  cents  a 
day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  horses.   In  this  in- 
stance, the  honorable  zeotlemaa  appears  not  to 
laare  taken  th«  use  of  loraei  into  eonsideration, 
or  certainly  be  would  not  be  so  anxious  for  the 
Aeductiun,  as  coutemidated  in  his  amendment, 
fTom  the  commencement  of  the  serrlce.   It  is 
eertaioly  a  laudable  principle,  that  of  botdiog  fast 
the  public  purse-strings;  but  this  ought  not  to  be 
the  first  consideration  with  a  politician:  justice 
ought  to  be  deemed  paramount  to  every  other 
cojMideration.    The  honorable  gentlemao  does 
not  feel  as  I  do  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  have  nu 
doubt  but  he  has  a  full  share  of  ^hilaaihropy  in 
bis  eompou'lion.  It  must  be  ascribed  to  the  cir- 
comstance  of  the  gentleman  haTing  been  sitting 
at  home  at  hia  ease;  beard  the  account  of  our 
sncees«,«Bd  no  doubt  was  highly  pleased  with  it ; 
and  probably  heard  of  some  of  the  difficulties  we 
had  to  encounter ;  but  it  slipped  by  like  the  pass- 
ing wind,  and  Utt  no  lasting  impressioa.  Ir  the 
gentleman  had  been  present,  aod  witnessed  the 
toils  and  difficulties  that  baa  beea  eucountered, 
he  perhaps  would  feel  the  same  sympathies  that 
I  feel,  and  would  think  with  me,  that  the  part  of 
his  amendment  that  relates  to  a  reduction  of  forty 
ceuta  per  day  ought  to  be  stricken  out;  and  that 
justice  demands,  and  sound  policy  dictates,  that 
Gorernment  should  j>ay  Cor  the  horses  lost,  with- 
out any  deduciion  of  pay. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  with  sercr^ 
amendments,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next. 

TnEBoar,  December  26. 

Another  member  to  wit:  from  Connecticut, 
Bbnjahim  Taluuoob,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat. 

Mr.  Bbadbdbt,  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  in  the  District  of  Maine,  praying  for 
he  establishment  of  a  National  Bank;  and  Mr. 
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HoPKiNsoN  preaeoied  similar  petitions  from  sun* 
dry  inhabitants  of  the  eity  of  Philadelphia.— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  an  Uniform  National 

Currency. 

Mr.  Mason  presented  a  petition  of  a  commit- 
tee appointed  by,  and  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of 
the  cotton  manufacturers  residing  iu  Providence 
and  its  vicinity,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
praying  that  the  inaportation  of  all  cotton  goods, 
(nankeens  excepted,)  the  production  of  places  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  may  be  prohibited ; 
and  that  such  additional  duties  may  be  laid  on 
cotton  goods  of  a  coarse  texture,  imported  from 
other  countries,  as  will  give  to  the  petitioners  the 
necessary  protection  and  encouragement. 

Mr.  HopEiHSON  presented  a  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  manufacturers  of  cotton  aod  woollen 
goods  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  its  vicinity, 
praying  that  additional  duties  may  be  imposed 
on  the  importation  of  woollen  manufacture^  and 
that  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem 
may  be  imposed  on  the  importation  of  cotton 
goods  from  foreign  conn  tri«.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufhctures. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  a  proc- 
lamation notifying  the  Convention  concluded 
with  Great  Britain  on  the  3d  day  of  July  last, 
recommending  to  Congress  such  legislative  pro- 
risioDs  as  the  Convention  may  call  for  on  the 
part  of  the  United  S  tates.— Referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "Ad  aot  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  and  John  Clifibrd.  Blisba  Fmbef 
aod  Company,  Thomas  Clifibid,  aud  Thomas 
Cliflbrd  and  Son,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roas, 

Setohedj  That  the  Seereurr  of  State  be  dir 
reeted  to  communieate  to  the  House,  if  anything, 
and  what,  has  been  done  in  pursuance  of  the  a«c 
of  Congresa,  of  ibe  18th  of  April,  1814,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  a  sobseriptioa  to  the  kwaof 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  distributiov  there- 
of," aod  if  anything  has  occurred  to  delay  or  prfi- 
vent  the  prefwratitM,  execution,  or  dtstributtoa  of 
the  work,  to  whom,  or  to  what  cause,  it  is  attrir 
butaUe^ 

MILITART  ACADEMraS. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Eeatncky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affair^  reported  a  bill  "  Banking 
provision  for  three  additional  Military  Acade- 
mies." 

[This  bill  proposes  that  there  shall  be  established 
three  additional  Miliury  Academies;  one  within 
theDistriet  of  Colnmbia ;  one  at  Mount  Dearborn, 
in  South  Caroling;  and  one  in  the  vicinity  of 
Newport,  at  the  iuoction  of  the  Ohio  aod  Lick- 
ing riversiin  the  State  of  Eentucky,  with  the  same 
esublishment  of  officers,  and  under  the  same  regu- 
lations generally  as  the  present  Military  Acade- 
my; the  number  of  cadets  io  the  several  Military 
Academies  never  to  exceed  in  the  whole,  the 
number  of  eight  hundred.} 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed, 
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CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Tatlor  of  New  York,  frono  the  Comroit- 
ttee  of  Elections,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Erastua  Root,  contesting  tiie  election  of  Jotin 
Adams,  a  member  returnpd  to  serve  in  this  House. 

Tbe  report  fiiates,  that  Mr.  Adams  was  retarned 
in  conseqnence  of  the  error  committed  by  the 
deputy  clerk  of  Green  county,  fone  of  the  two 
composing  that  Congressional  aistrici,)  who,  in 
copying  the  polls,  spelt  the  name  Roit  instead  of 
Stxa,  whereoy  576  of  bis  votes  were  vitiated, 
which  left  a  majority  to  Mr.  Adams,  who  was 
therefore  returned.  Tbe  committee  report  that 
Mr.  Root  had  in  fact  the  majority  of  votes,  as  ap- 
peared by  evideaee  before  them,  and  waa  admit- 
ted by  Mr.  Adams.  The  committee  reeommeod 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

**IU$ohed,  That  J<AnAdanuiaM0(  entitled  to  a  seal 
in  this  House. 

**  Raolvtdf  That  Erastns  Boot  u  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  dUs  Bones." 

The  report  was  farther  explained  by  Mr.  Tat* 
LOR,  and  no  objection  having  been  made  to  it  on 
any  part,  it  was  agreed  to,  nem.  cm. 

Idf.  Root  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
•cat 

WiDRUDAT,  December  27. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Masiaehvsetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tioii  of  the  York  Cotton  Factory  Company,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  such 
protection  and  encouragement  may  be  extended 
to  the  manufacturing  establishments  within  tbe 
United  States,  as  may,  in  the  wisdom  of  Congress, 
aeem  meet  and  proper. — Referred  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Rosa  presented  petitions  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  tbe  county  of  Lehigh,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  several  acts  im- 
posing duties  on  distttteries,  on  domestic  manu- 
Aictures,  and  on  retailers,  may  be  repealed,  and 
that  the  direct  tax  may  be  augmented. 

Mr.  pLBASAHTn  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiilra,  reported  a  resolution  requesting  the  Pre- 
etdeol  of  ibe  United  States  to  present  medals  to 
Capuin  Jamea  Biddle,  and  the  officers  of  the 
doop-of-war  Hornet;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
eommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Fri- 
day next. 

Mr.  PLEASANTa  also  reported  a  hill  rewarding 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop*of-war  Hornet, 
for  tbe  capture  and  destruction  of  the  British 
sloop-of-war  Penguin}  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

Mr.  TaouAs,  after  siaiing  that  a  distinction 
not  intended  by  the  Government,  now  existed  in 
the  laws  between  soldiers  of  the  usual  military 
age,  and  those  enlisted  above  and  below  it,  under 
a  law  passed  at  a  late  period  in  the  war.  moved 
thefollowing  resolution: 

JtcMbed,  That  th«  Committee  on  If  ilitaiy  Afiairs 
be  iuincted  to  inqoiie  into  the  axpediew^  of  granting 
donatiaos  of  an  bandied  andaizty  acreaof  land  to  all 
paieBH  nndar  the  age  of  eightew^  and  over  that  of 
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forty-five  years,  enlisted  ss  regular  soldiers  in  the  Army 
of  tbe  United  States  to  serve  for  five  yean,  or  dorii^ 
tin  late  war,  and  who  have  or  shalT  reesive  an  honorn- 
bie  discharge. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbohas, 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, be  instructed  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  equitable  liquidation 
of  all  claims  against  the  ftnartermaster's  depart- 
ment, for  rations  and  forage  farnisbed  to  any  of 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  either  volanteers, 
militia,  or  regalarS|  by  a  citizen  whose  acconnts 
or  Touchers  are  informal. 

PRIVATE  LOSSES  IN  SERVICE,  dfcc 
Tbe  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  hill  making  compensation  for  pro- 
perty lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States;  and  theaaid 
amendments  being  again  read,  were  concurred  in 
by  tbe  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Yanobt,  far- 
ther to  amend  the  said  bill  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing section : 

8sc.  S.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  anj  par- 
son, whether  of  cavalry,  moan  tod  militia,  or  voloB- 
teen,  who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  has  snstaiued 
damage  bjr  the  loss  of  a  bone,  in  conseqnence  of  th« 
owner  being  dismonnted,  or  separated  and  deladied 
ftom  the  same,  by  order  of  the  commanding  offioerp 
or  in  consequenoe  of  the  rider  being  killed  or  wounded 
in  battle,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  of  suelk 
hone,  at  the  time  he  was  received  into  the  poblie  «ec- 
vice;  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  whica  haabeon 
paid,  or  may  be  claimed,  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the 
same,  while  in  the  aervioe  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Desba  moved  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause 
of  this  proposed  amendment,  which  he  considered 
unjust  as  well  as  ungenerous. 

Mr.  JoBNsoN  said,  the  .character  of  the  men, 
immediately  interested  in  this  subject,  had  the 
strongest  claim  upon  the  justice  ofCfoogress.  The 
farmers  and  meebanies,  and  men  who,  generally 
speaking, gained  a  livelihood  bjr  labor}  men  who 
had  lived  in  domesiie  ease,  quiet,  and  happiness, 
until  called  npon  to  defend  the  soil  and  the  rights 
of  their  country  ;  men  in  moderate  circumstances, 
and  many  of  them  really  poor,  flocked  to  your 
standard— virtuous,  valiant,  and  patriotic.  They 
never  aimed  at  power,  and  authority,  and  distinc- 
tion, »ve  that  which  has  arisen  from  the  glory 
they  have  acquired  from  their  valiant  deedsi  and 
having  by  their  toils  and  sufferings  elevated  the 
character  of  the  nation  to  the  highest  pinnacle, 
are  satisfied  to  retire  to  private  life  to  enjoy,  under 
the  shade  of  the  vine  and  the  fig  tree,  rights  and 
privileges  which  they  have,  with  others,  defended. 
These  are  the  men  who  must  be  affected  by  the 
decision  of  this  question ;  these  are  the  men  who 
ask  for  justice,  not  charity,  alibouffh  they  believe, 
that,  upon  this  principle,  an  appeal  would  not  be 
vain.  Tbisbillmahesaojustdistinetions.  Cases 
of  hkrdsbips  are  omitted.  Horses  lost  in  battle, 
from  unavoidable  casualty,  should  be  classed  with 
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bones  kilied  in  battle.  No  reaioo  c«d  be  giren 
why  the  distinetion  shonld  be  made.  It  is  ft  dis- 
tiDeiiOD  witboui  diflerenee.  Jusiice  discards  any 
sDcb  role.  Wbv  ^jr  for  bones  killed  io  battle  "? — 
because  the  risk  is  no  ordinary  one,  but  extraor- 
dioary.  The  ume  reason  wi]l  embrace  horses 
lost  in  battle,  la  each  case  Congress  is  bound  in 
justice  and  good  policy  to  remanerate  the  suf- 
ferers. 

Again,  Ibe  bill  proTidei  for  the  payment  of 
horses  lost  for  want  of  forage ;  this  ts  a  rery  im- 
portaot  prorisioD,  foonded  io  jattice,arisiOK  from 
am  implied  obligation  on  the  pari  of  the  United 
States  to  pay  damages  resolting-from  a  fiiilar«  on 
the  part  of  the  CIor«mment  to  furnish  forage,  which 
was  one  condition  upon  which  the  mouDlcd  vol- 
vnteer  andertook  to  seiTe  bis  country  ;  and  if  it 
vas  impracticable  to  comply  with  this  positive 
siipalation,  and  that  is  admitted,  the  misfortune 
■honld  not  rest  upon  the  citizen  soldiera,  but  on 
Giovemraent.  Bot,  Mr.  J.  said,  a  ease  as  strooe 
■8  either  of  the  others,  presented  itself  for  consid- 
eration, the  payment  for  horses  lost  where  the  rider 
was  dismounted  by  order  of  the  coraraaodiog 
General.  Take  the  memorable  case  of  Governor 
Shelby  and  his  gallant  corps.  Here  again  the 
principles  of  policy  and  justice  plead  for  remnne- 
latioo  ;  the  reason  is  obvious,  an  act  of  Qovcro- 
meat  produced  the  result.  The  horaes  were  in 
this  ease  lost  by  an  order  of  ibe  commanding 
Ocaeral,  without  any  ftult  or  n^tgenea  in  the 
Boanted  volnteer.  Can  there  be  a  stronger 
ease?  It  mar  be  strengthened,  it  may  be  placed, 
Botonlr  on  the  order  oi  the  commander,  out  on 
the  iatnnsie  merit  of  that  order.  What  causes 
produced  this  order  1  The  impossibility  of  riding 
over  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  necessity 
of  pormiog  the  enemy.  If  the  President  and  his 
CaHoet  had  been  there,  would  the  order  have 
been  sanctioned  1  If  Congress  had  been  there, 
wonid  Congress  have  saactiooed  tbe  order  7  These 
inquiries  need  no  answer.  Then,  upon  what  prin- 
ciple cBD  these  claims  be  rejected,  and  all  similar 
claims?  for  the  argument  will  apply  to  all  other 
eases.  Bat  the  case  may  yet  be  strengthened, 
la  the  resntt  of  the  measure — in  the  destruction 
of  Ibe  eaemy  in  that  quarter— compare  the  la- 
bora  of  tbcM  men  with  the  paltry  sum  which  will 
be  ezpeoded  in  paying  for  a  few  lost  horses.  A 
provision  hu  been  reported  to  give  these  men  pay 
for  their  borses,Bfter  dedueiiD);  forty  cents  per  day, 
which  the  law  gave  them.  The  proposition  con- 
tains a  most  manifest  injustice.  The  value  of 
the  horse,  and  the  ordinary  risk  of  the  horse,  were 
worth  forty  cents  per  day ;  and,  notwithstaodiog, 
it  is  proposed  to  take  away  that  which  Qorern- 
ment  contraeted  to  give  the  mounted  volunteer. 
Did  tbe  Qoveroment  have  to  use  coercion  ?  No, 
thousands  flocked  to  the  standard  of  their  country 
in  the  hour  of  peril,  not  doubting  in  times  of 
peace  they  should  meet  with  at  least  justice  if  not 
liberality.  Such  was  the  confidence  of  ihe  Amer- 
ican people.  U  is  to  be  ho[>ed  that  this  confidence 
was  well  founded;  that  this  just  eipeetation  will 
be  realized.  But.  Mr.  J.  said,  members  seemed 
to  want  correct  iutHrmation  as  to  the  serrfeai  aad 
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value  of  the  horse  of  a  mounted  volunteer.  It 
dispensed  with  all  theexpeDsive  train  of  baggage 
wagons  and  provision  escorts.  It  saved  thou- 
sands to  the  United  SuteB.at  ibe  moment  that  it 
enabled  tbe  com  maud  iag  officer  to  protect  invaded 
frontiers,  to  pursue  the  enemy,  and  force  him  to 
battle  or  surrender. 

In  many  parts  no  other  force  would  have  done; 
the  forces  never  disappointed  expectation,  and 
Congress  should  not  hesitate  on  this  occasion  to 
be  just  if  not  liberal. 

The  feelings  of  sratitude  and  jastiee  sboald  be 
towards  those  people ;  they  demand  oo  indemnilj 
for  the  common  etilamitiea  of  war  j  by  tbe  wanton 
destrnetion  of  private  property  by  tbe  enemy,  the 
sacking  of  towns,  boroing  of  houses ; — no  soak 
claims  are  set  up;  the  Quvernment  badaoageocy 
in  these  injuries.  These  barbarities  were  not 
produced  by  auy  official  act  of  the  GovemmeaL 
The  nation  cannot  forget  the  sorrows  of  these 
men,  and  the  nation  will  demand  good  cause  for 
a  refusal  on  our  part  to  pay  them.  A  few  days 
ago  the  merit  of  these  men  was  presented  strongly 
to  the  affi>ctioos  of  this  nation.  Their  services 
will  not  be  forgotten ;  their  safferings  were  great 
and  their  separation  from  their  horses  produced 
much  hardship,  and  was  the  cause  of  toe  loss  of 
their  property,  and  Goremment  cwnnot  refuse 
remaoeration. 

Mr.  Smitb  of  Virginia,  sM^e  at  leogth,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Dbsba,  in  favor  of  the  fint  part  of  the  pro- 
posed new  section,  and  against  the  proviso. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Dbbba  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Yabcbt,  who  said,  if  it  were  adopted,  he  ahoold 
be  compelled  to  vote  against  bis  owd  amendment. 

The  question  on  Mr.  DesHA'a  motion  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  For  bia 
amendment  64,  against  it  83,  as  follows: 

Tbas— Mawn.  Adgate,  Baer,  Baker,  Bsrboar,  Baa- 
sett,  BirdsOTe,  Brooks,  Bnmaide,  Caldwell,  ChappeU, 
CUrke  of  North  Carolina,  Clandenniii,  Clopton,  Coin- 
stock,  Creighton,  Darfiogton,  Desha,  Forney,  Griffin, 
Hahn,  Heiiter,  Henderson,  Hangerford,  Irwin  of  Penn- 
sytvania,  Jaeksao,  Johnson  of  Vtrginis,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Love,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McLean  of  Kentadty,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mooia  of 
South  Caraliaa,  Mewtoa,  Fanis,  Powell,  Rmurida, 
Boane,  Bobertson,  Boas,  Schendt,  Ssdth  of  Viighiia, 
Soatbard,  Taul,  Taylor  of  Sontb  Carolina,  Thoma^ 
Townsead,  Wallaee.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendo- 
ver.  Whiteside,  Willoaghby,  sod  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — Messn.  Alexander,  Archer,  Atherlon,  Bay- 
lies, Betts,  Birdsall,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Brown,  Burwell,  Csdy,  Calhoua,  Champion, 
Cbipmtn,  Clayton,  Condict,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Cath- 
bert,  Osvenpoit,  For^tb,  Gaston, Gbolson,  Gold,  Gro^ 
Tenor,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Herbert,  Hopkioson, 
Hulbert,  Ingbam,  Jewett,  Kent,  King  of  Massacbusetto, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Law,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyie,  Lyon.  Maelay,  Marsh, 
Mason,  Mayrant,  MUIs,MUnor,  Moffit,  Nelson  of  Ma*. 
•acfaosetts,  Noyes,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleaoants,  Reed, 
Bice,  Root,  RagglM,Bei^eaDt,  Savage.  Sbefiey,  Smith 
i4  Pennsytvonta,  Stanford,  Strong,  Stuart,  Staqa^ 
Tagiart,  TaUmadg^  Tate,  TsJ&ir,  Vose,  Wbaatoa, 
Wileox,  WiUe,  Wilkin,  Williams,  WilUaai  Wilio% 
Woodwaid,  Yaamft  and  Tataa. 
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So  tbe  motion  to  uwnd  Mr.  Yamcst^  propowd 
ameDdment  was  rejected. 

Mr/DEBBA  then  moTedao  ameDdment,  limi(- 
ine  tbe  proposed  dedactioD  of  pejr  to  the  time 
foOowing  the  loss  of  the  horM,  so  as  to  leave  the 
mooDted  Tolantcer  the  benefit  of  tbe  allomace 
for  the  time  he  was  ia  serriee  prenons  to  the 
death  of  his  horse. 

After  some  warm  debate  oa  this  motion,  be- 
tween Mr.  Dbbha  aod  Mr.  Yanobt,  it  also  was 
neffa  tired. 

The  ameodmeM  of  Mr.  Yamcet,  aa  ori^ioally 
propoaed,  was  than  agreed  to  iHlfaMtt  a  dtviaHm. 
Mr.  SoOTBABD  propoaed  a  new  seotion  to  tbe 

bill,  by  way  of  limitation  to  its  pronMoos ;  wbieh 
he  withdrew  to  make  way  for  one  offered  br  Mr. 
Athbston,  for  barring  all  claims  not  preferred 
at  tbe  Treaanry  within  a  limited  time.  The  mo- 
tion  was  negatired,  after  debate. 

Ob  motion  by  Mr.QaoavBiioBtaaamecidmeDt 
was  adopted  iociadiDc  boats  io  the  section  provi- 
ding for  the  paymentfor  pressed  horses, carts,  4». 

Mr.'  Mayhaht,  made  a  motion  to  amend  tbe 
same  section  so  as  to  include  "  all  other  property," 
lost  io  the  public  serrice.  He  mrticolarly  called 
the  attention  of  tbe  House  to  the  case  of  alares, 
used  as  drivers  of  wagons,  as  satlon,  laborers, 
Ao^  employed  or  pressed  into  the  service  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by 
the  enemy. 

Tbia  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Yarcey,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  RoBSRTaoN.  It  was  negatired 
by  a  eoaaiderable  majority. 

Other  amendments  were  proposed,  some  of 
which  were  agraad  to,aDd  others  rejeeieid.  Among 
tha  latter  was  one  proposed  by  Mr.  ATHBaron, 
founded  on  the  principle  that  a  distinction  ought 
to  be  made  between  property  employed  by  con- 
tract with  individuals  and  property  impressed, 
inasmuch  as  the  individual  making  a  contract  is 
supposed  to  do  it  with  full  iuformattoo  of  the 
ritts  to  which  ii  is  liable,  aod  to  stipulate  accord- 
Hwiy  for  inereaaed  compisDsatioa. 
■  Mr.  McLbaNi  of  Ohio,  mo  red  an  amendment, 
iManded  to  oorer  the  caae  of  property  involved  in 
HttU'esnrrendKBCDettoit;  whinh  was negatited. 
For  tfa*  amndaent  61,  agalBat  it  67. 

The  bill  wna  at  Ic^th  ordaaed  to  be  eogreanl 
for  a  third  reading. 


Tbobsdat,  December  28. 

Mr.  JGRittKoapresented  the  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  tbe  Territory  of  loaiaoa,  praying  that 
certain  manufacturers  of  domestic  goods,  io  said 
Territory,  may  not  be  sobjecied  to  the  penalties 
provided  tor  violations  of  the  laws  imposing  duties 
on  domestic  manufactures,  because  of  their  igno- 
rance of»  or  inability  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 
tions of  said  laws.— Referred  to  the  Committee 
Ways  and  Meaos. 

Mr.  Momr  presented  a  petition  of  the  maou- 
iaetarers  of  cotton  cooda,  in  the  county  of  Rena* 
•elaet,  nnd  State  of  New  York,  praying  that  the 
imporution  of  cotton  goods  from  places  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Qood  B/opelivaKf  -^  prohibited,  and 


that  the  duties  on  cotton  goods,  imported  from 
other  places,  may  be  iocreased.— Reurred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Maaafaetores. 

Mr.  JENMiHGapresented  the  pelitioQ  of  the  Le* 
gislature  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  graying  tbat 
the  said  Territory  may  be  erected  iato  a  State 
government,  and  that  the  same  be  admitted  iaU) 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  tbe  oriaiDal 
Slates.— Referred  to  Messrs.  jEitHinoB,  MeKil, 
HsifBB^OK,  Rbso,  aod  MorriT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sataob,  the  Committee  cf 
Coamtraa  and  Manofaetarei  ware  iDatroetcd  t« 
inmire  into  the  czpedieney  of  meting  a  ntv 
eoUeecioB  district  from  tbe  districts  of  VermoM 
and  Champlaio,  to  be  deooaiiuied  the  disttiei  of 
Whitehall,  and  to  include  all  sueh  shores  aad 
watm  of  Lakes  Champlain  aod  George,  and  the 
rivfns  connected  therewith,  as  lie  aontft  of  &sia 
Harbor,  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob,  of  New  Yoik,  the 
Committee  oa  the  Public  I^aods  were  iostructi^ 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  exteodiag  the 
time  for  issuing  military  land  warmou  for  set- 
vioes  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  locattag 
the  saeoe  on  any  anloeated  parts  of  the  fifty  quar- 
ter townebipe,  aod  the  fraeiiooal  quarter  town- 
ships reserved  by  law  for  origihal  holders  of  mil- 
itary land  wamata. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Seerainry  of  the  Treaanry ,  traasmittiag 
the  annual  slntement  of  tbe  amount  of  doties  aiw 
drawbacks  on  goods,  wares,  and  oierehandiaa  im> 
ported  into  aod  exported  from  the  Unitiad  Stales, 
during  tbe  years  1813, 1813,  and  1814. 

Mr.  LowH 0E8,  from  the  Cemmiuee  of  Way* 
and  Meaas,  reported  a  t»U  to  enlarge  the  time  for 
ascertaining  the  annual  transfers,  wiihio  the  sev- 
eral collection  districu  in  the  United  States,  of 
property  enbject  to  tbe  direct  tax,  and  for  other 
purpesee;  which  was  twice  read,  and  oonraitted. 

PORTS  OF  ENTRT. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  offered  for  conaideratioo 
tbe  following  resolution: 

"Rmolmd,  That  tha  ConumUee  of  Commerce  and 
Mannfretnxea  be  inatnicted  to  inquire  into  Uie  ezpedi- 
en^  ef  estehlMung  by  law  a  poet  of  ent7  at  Oinein- 
aatl  in  tha  State  of  Ohio." 

Mr.  McLbah  iatreduoed  the  above  resolution 
by  observing,  that  a  very  respeatable  and  wealthy 
asaociation  of  gentlemea  had  been  formed  in  Cin- 
cinnati for  the  purpose  of  imporiing  gf>ods  frm 
Europe  to  that  place ;  that  the  agent  of  tbe  com- 
pany, before  this  time,  had  arrived  in  fingland 
where  he  calculated  on  fixing  his  tesktenca  He 
b«d  also  been  informed,  that  another  similar  asso- 
ciation was  forming  at  the  sane  place.  Tha  in- 
valuable discovery  of  propelliog  boats  by  the 
agency  of  steam,  would  enable  these  eoterMisiog 
associations  to  surmount  with  ease  every  difficulty 
in  ascending  tbe  Mississippi  aod  Ohio  rivers.  He 
believed  it  would  not  require  more  than  tweoty- 
nine  or  thir^  da^s  to  perform  tbe  voyage  from 
Orleans  toCincmnati;  it  would  neither  be  ex- 
pentire  nor  luuEardous.  At  present,  Mr.  M.  ob- 
servedj  the  city  of  New  Orleans  is  the  newreit 
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port  oT  delivery  to  CineiaDati.  Of  eoDrte..  im- 
porters at  the  Utta  pJace  would  bare  to  bond 
liicir  duties  at  Orleaoi,  and  the  risw  eoaaamed 
ia  proceedtDf  to  Ciocinoati  woold  be  lost,  on  the 
jnoeral  credit  girea  for  tbe  naymeAt  of  duties. 
ThiB  iuoonTCDieiice  could  oaly  be  reaiedied  bjr 
the  adoptioD  of  the  measure  propoved  in  tbereso- 
lotioB.  He  bad  DO  donbc  bat  that  it  would  be  in 
tbe  pow«  of  the  eoKuaittee  to  ftdopt  soch  proris- 
iona  would  ^etnully  guard  the  revenue  from 
fraud,  which  some  Bny  asiieipate  from  so  long 
an  iolaod  oarintion. 

On  BotioD  of  Mr.  JoBifoon,  of  Kentucky,  the 
proposed  resolution  was  aasended  by  addisc  to 
tbe  end  of  it  ilM  wonis,  "Louisville,  in  the  Slate 
of  Ceniueky and  ibos  maewM,  was  agreed  to. 

PSIYATE  LOaSES  IK  SERVICE,  Ac 

The  engrotised  bill  to  authorize  payment  for 
propen^r  lost,  captured,  and  destroyed  by  the  eae- 
my^  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  Dniied  Sutes, 
dnnng  the  late  war,  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  Ibis  question,  Mr.  Fobbtth  required  the 
yea*  and  oays,  beiog  opposed  to  the  passage  of 
tbe  bill,  beeausf^  as  be  conceived,  in  it  cases  were 
identified  which  had  no  points  of  similarity ;  and, 
in  general,  the  provisions  of  tbe  bill  were  incon- 
nstent  with  each  other,  and  in  some  insunces 
with  the  common  principles  of  justice. 

The  bill  was  pa^ed — yeas  113,  nays  15,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TiA«— Meisn.  Adsate,  Abzandsr,  Arshsr.  Athsiw 
tm,  Baer.  Bakw.  Bassett,  Batems^  Betts,  Bir^e* 
Bndboty,  Bro^  Bumside,  Borwell,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
bomm,  CbampiiHi,  Chmwll,  Cille;,  Clarke  af  North 
Cnotina,  Clayton,  ClenaenniDt  Cbpton,  Condict,  Con- 
MT,  Cikwfbidi  Creighton,  Calpeper,  CotUwrt,  Dai- 
bigtOB,  Davenport  Dedia,  Forney,  Gaston,  GhoboD, 
GM,  Giifibi,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hanuaond,  Hawas,  Heister» 
Hadsiaon,  Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Hoger,  Hoftert, 
Heigerferd,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kisatody,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Viiginia,  Kmg  of  North  Car- 
oliaa,  LaagdoB,  Lova,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  ^on, 
Maday,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKe^  McLean  of  Ken- 
tao^,  MdMo  ef  Ohio,  Mills,  Mefflt,  Moon  of  South 
GanUna.  Mooakr,  Nelson  of  Wsaiachnsatis,  Nawloa, 
liem  PhnH  Piehaaa,  Pmar,  naasaats,  PowelC  Bey. 
neM%  RaiBs^  Beo^  Baas,  Buals%  Saigaaal,  Barcgak 
ScbMMfc.  ahsfisy,  Saiilfa  efffww^irania.  flmilb  ef 
Viigmia,  Sa«hai4  Slaafiird*  8inwtb  SivfM,  Tatfart» 
Tanl,  Tnlor  cf  iVaw  Toik,  Taylor  ef  South  CMoliaa, 
Telfiur,  Thfomm,  Throes,  Townsind.  WaHaoe,  Ward 
of  New  To*,  Vsadover,  Whitssid*.  Wilcox,  WUkia, 
WiUiaais,  WiOon^,  Tbomsa  Wilson,  Woodward, 
Taao^,an4  Tales. 

NTats — Measts.  Baylies,  Brighstn,  Brown,  Csdy, 
Foiayth,  Grosvenor,  Kiog  of  Maasachasstts,  Law, 
Maaan,  Mifaior,  Rice,  Strong,  Vose,  Wheaton,  and 
Waia. 

mVALID  CORPS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Johw»,  the  Houae'  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  making  provision  for  the  somport  of  the 
ininn,  dis»Ued,  and  superannuated  cmoers  of  tbe 
army  of  the  Revotntion,  of  (be  late  war,  and  of 
(be  army  for  the  tune  being. 
Beiidee  ow  «r  two  tmui  aMeadMsla  to  ika. 


H.orR. 


detail  of  tbe  biU,  the  f<d)owing  proeeedji^  took 
place  on  it : 

Mr.  LowNDsa  rose  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
iaformatioo  whether  the  iodiriduals  to  come  in 
under  this  bill  were  to  be  considered  on  the  foot- 
ing of  charity  merely,  or  of  actual  service.  Them 
was  nothing,  be  remarked,  in  the  bill,  fixing  the 
decree  of  corporeal  disatHlity  which  ahoutd  pre- 
vent an  invalid  from  entering  this  eorps.  Under 
present  im^ssion^  he  said,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  proposed  invalid  oor|M  was  too  much  an 
imitation  of  European  iastitutioos^  bat  little 
adapted  to  the  state  of  society  which  hawUy 
exists  in  our  country,  fifr.  h.  said  be  cntunly 
should  not  object  to  any  provision  which  charity 
or  a  just  liberality  to  those  who  have  suffered  in 
the  service  of  their  ooaotry  miffht  present  for 
consideration.  He  was  not  only  willing,  bu 
anxious,  to  provide  in  any  manner  deemwl  best 
for  those  who  are  disabled  by  the  injuries  re- 
ceived in  service  from  providing  for  tbeouelvea. 
But  he  wished  lo  hear  the  reasons  why  Con^Kresa 
should  depart  from  the  old  method,  and,  as  he 
thought,  the  best  method,  of  providing  for  s«oh 
persons  (by  pensions)  the  means  of  suf^rt  at 
their  own  homes,  in  order  to  collect  thiea  ia  « 
body  as  was  now  proposed,  though  disabM  from 
periorming  active  duty.  Such  a  system  nujbt 
suit  comtriea,  the  Qovcrnments  of  which  wpa 
not  trust  the  people  with  arms  in  their  handas 
those  oouetries  wbith  Required  the  eontionu 
presence  of  military  power,Bnd  where  ttiere  w«r« 
always  some  duties  for  men  in  military  array  !• 
perform,  which  invalids  could  exeeate  as  weH  as 
others.  But  here,  where  no  such  necessity  cjh 
isted,  he  thought  it  would  be  more  chariuhle  and 
profitable,  in  every  point  of  view,  to  pursue  a 
difierent  course,  and  adhere  to  the  old  system  of 
aAwdiog  to  disabled  soMters  tbe  meaas  of  a«p- 
port  by  moderau  penstoas. 

Mr.  JoSMBOH,  of  Kentucky,  pointed  out  the 
features  of  the  bill  which  desoribed  the  duties  aa4 
character  to  be  auaehed  to  this  corp^  The  per* 
sons  composieg  it  were  not  to  be  ealitlid  (o  Mft-. 
motioo,  and  wen  to  be  employed  ia  gaituM 
duty,  or  sueb  stationary  aerviee  aa  tbe  Pfeaidoat 
should  dimct,  to  which  they  would  be  nearly  aa 
competent  as  able-bodied  men.  It  was  not  pn^ 
posed  to  suhstitBte  this  bill  for  the  invalid  peaaiOB 
system.  The  two  systems  might  well  emst  to> 
getber.  Those  who  did  not  choose  to  enter  this 
corps  would,  as  at  present,  be  entitled  to  pensiMiv 
which  nuist  be  relinqaisfaed  by  those  who  enter 
into  this  service.  T^disablad  soldier  will  have 
the  option  of  the  one  or  the  other.  As  to  the 
coBiparisoo  between  the  pnoposed  establifthmeais 
and  ibe  iostitotians  of  Buropc,  Mr.  J.  said  tbe 
supposed  similarity  did  not  exist,  because  the 
power  of  tbe  Sovereign  there  depends  on  his 
troops,  difileriiig  widely  from  our  situation.  In 
the  old  countries  they  nave  hospitals  of  inralida, 

arforn  no  duly  whatever.  The  eorpe  pro- 
ly  tbis  bill  was  of  a  milted  eharaoter. 
tbey  were  enpponed  by  their  eoiutry  in 
comfort,  they  wotdd  requite  m  geaerueity  by 
CMtMpffBdiag  servioaa.  7be  soppoit  (bay  »- 
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eeire  wilt  merely  be  a  compensatioa  for  services 
rendered.  The  bill,  therefore,  ia  more  of  a  mili- 
tary than  charitable  character,  and  is  not  meant 
as  a  Bobstiiate  for  the  peosioo  system. 

Mr.  WiLDB  njoved  an  amendment  to  the  tHlL 
the  object  of  which  was  to  afford  the  benefit  of 
iu  provbioos  to  soch  uf  the  militia  of  the  United 
States  as  have  actually  served  in  war,  and  who 
hare  incurred  disability  by  wonnds  or  diseases 
eontracted  during  their  term  of  service.  This 
motion  be  supported  by  arguments  drawn  from 
the  mertti  of  the  militia  thus  disabled,  and  the 
injustice  of  making  a  discrimination  in  favw  of 
regulars. 

ThisameodmeDt  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose  and  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House.  No  opposition  was  made 
to  any  of  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  except  the 
one  last  mentioned,  which  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
HnoBB,  who  drew  a  distinction  between  the  reg- 
alars  and  militia,  whom,  he  said,  he  had  rather 
aee  provided  for  in  any  other  way.  The  amend- 
ment was  defended  by  Mr.  wildb  and  Mr. 
JoHNSOH,  and  waa  agreed  to. 

Oo  the  question  whether  the-  bill  should  pass 
to  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  CoRNBB  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  rise  oo 
Ala  oecasioo.  He  coincided  with  the  sentiments 
of  the  geDtteman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  that  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  was  an  improper  amendment;  that  its 
effect  was  to  mix  corps  which  should  be  kept  di^ 
tinct,  or  destroy  tbat««prtt  du  corpi  which  should 
ever  prevail  in  an  army.  However,  as  the  evil 
effects  of  the  amendment  in  operation  might  not 
he  very  great,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill  io  its 

£ resent  shape  rather  than  it  should  not  pass. 
Ir.  C.  said,  he  believed  the  passage  of  that  bill 
depended  on  whether  motives  of  humanity,  poli> 
ey,  and  juatie^  should  prevail  over  those  of  a 
merely  pecuniary  nature,  and  be  trusted  that 
Itat  point  would  not  for  a  moment  remain  doobt- 
fiil  in  this  honorable  body.  It  was  humane,  and 
coincident  with  the  dictates  of  the  wisest  policy, 
that  hospitals  he  erected  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
operations  of  armies,  for  the  reception  of  the 
wounded.  Certainly  the  same  humanity  and 
wisdom  dictated  that  corps  of  invalids  or  hospi- 
tals for  invalids  he  organized  for  the  protection  of 
those  brave  men  who  had  been  crippled  in  their 
country's  service,and  who  have  thus  been  disabled 
from  applicBtioo,  or  procuring  the  means  of  eup- 
pert.  In  his  opinion  the  Qovernment  Would  be 
equally  censurable  for  the  neglect  of  the  one  as 
a  General  would  be  for  the  wanton  abandonment 
of  the  other.  This  hill,  while  it  provided  for  that 
object,  would  have  the  further  highly  beneficial 
meet  of  rendering  disposable,  for  active  opera- 
tions in  the  field,  a  force  of  nearly  tbe  amount 
eoutemplated  bj  the  bill,  which  would  otherwise 
be  employed  in  garrison  duly.  A  variety  of  con- 
siderations might  be  urged  which  would  go  to 
demonstrate  that  this  subject  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  interests  of  the  Army,  with  cre- 
ating a  martial  spirit,  and  affordibg  inducements 
and  meaaa  of  a  rapid  augmentation  of  tmr  Miti^jr 
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Bstablishment  io  times  of  danger  and  emergency. 
The  Duke  of  SuUv  bad  recorded,  as  one  of  the 
finest  strokes  of  policy,  and  as  one  of  the  greatest 
evidences  of  the  masterly  mind  and  benevolent 
heart  of  Henrjr  IT,  his  establishment  of  a  hos- 
pital for  invalids.  But  Mr.  C.  forbore  from  org* 
ing  such  considerations,  beoanse  he  apprehended 
that  arguments  which  had  for  their  objeet  the 
interest,  or  tended  to  demonstrate  the  effieieney 
of  regular  armies,  would  have  bat  litde  wei^t 
with  the  honorable  body  of  which  be  was  ■  mem- 
ber. Last  Winter,  indeed,  when  danger  was  im- 
minent, when  the  Constitution  was  tottering  on 
iu  base,  when  the  great  central  power  which 
holds  t<^etber  these  federative  bodies  was  so  far 
wealtened,  that  there  was  danger  and  expectation 
of  some  of  them  beio^  hurled  from  their  respect- 
ive orbits,  it  was  considered  that  the  national  arm 
should  be  invigorated  ;  that  militia  was  inefficient 
but  for  the  purpose  of  inlemal  defence;  that  we  , 
should  have  system  and  orffanizaiion ;  that  in 
peace  we  should  be  prepared  Tor  war.  Such,  said 
Mr.  C,  were  popular  sentiments  ia  that  honora- 
ble body  when  the  storm  was  at  its  height.  But 
suddenly  it  was  hushed;  there  waa  a  calm:  all 
appreheDsioQ  of  danger  or  disquiet  had  vanished; 
there  were  to  be  no  more  "vrars  or  rumors  of 
wars;"  eternal  sunshine  was  seen  to  gleam 
through  the  vista  of  futurity.  He  confessed  that 
he  was  not  a  convert  to  the  faith  of  this  political 
milleoium.  He  saw  it  not  iu  our  extended  do- 
main, which  embraced  every  clime,  nor  io  our 
rich  commerce,  which  covered  every  sea.  and  ex- 
cited the  jealousy  and  cupidity  of  moaern  Eu- 
rope. And  he  thought  he  discovered  more  than 
"a  speck  of  war"  when  he  beheld  a  nation,  pow- 
erful in  finance  and  in  arms,  a  natural  rival,  with 
strong  incentives  to  hostility,  and  wedded  to  war, 
hanging  like  a  dark  and  threatening  cloud  oo  our 
North  and  West.  In  short,  his  limited  Icoowledge 
of  human  nature,  and  the  aonaU  of  p^  times, 
led  him  to  conclude,  that  with  brighter  auspices, 
indeed  with  towering  auspices,  we  were  destined 
to  the  same  collisions  as  other  nations,  to  contosts 
proltaoted  and  severe.  But  whatever  might  be 
the  views  that  honorable  body  as  to  the  policy 
of  this  measure,  either  as  it  regarded  the  Army 
or  the  general  interests  of  the  country,  he  hoped 
at  least  that  jostice  would  prevail.  He  boped  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill  that  they  would  bind  up 
the  soldiers  wounds.  That  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (pointing  to  Colonel  Jobnson,) 
who  had  received  severe  wounds  while  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  well  knew,  that  although 
to  the  soldier's  miod  death  is  divested  of  his  ter- 
rors in  the  field,  yet  the  reflection  of  being  a 
maimed  and  crippled  object,  wiiboot  the  means 
of  application  or  support,  oohonored,  forgot,  or 
known  only  as  an  object  of  contumely,  that  calls 
forth  indignation  or  a&eted  pity,  that  excites  dis- 
gust, was  a  terrible  considecatmn.  The  ooUest 
feelings  of  the  heart  are  trampled  on;  wounds, 
which  should  be  badvesof  honor,  become  moao- 
ments  of  disgrace.  I^t  us,  said  Mr.  C,  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  divest  the  mind  of  such  bu- 
miliaiiiv  feaia,  and  Impice  the  defender  of  his 
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coantry's  r^ls  while  eeeoaDteriDg  diaeate,  faard- 
ship,  and  danger  in  the  field,  with  this  consoling 
BMOrance,  that,  if  killed,  he  would  reeciTe  the 
beBcdietion  at  his  God ;  if  wounded,  be  would  be 
ebacred  with  the  smiles  of  his  OoTeroinent  and 
conntry. 

Tha  UU  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  Tcadioff. 

Friday,  December  29. 
;v  i  ■  her  member,  to  wit :  from  Maryland, 
I.  -  4DU  C.  HAnaoK,  appeared,  produced  his 
".^li:-  .lala.  was  qnalified,  aod  took  his  seat, 
't"-.    Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
{ure  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  prayiog 
.  fractional  seetiooa  of  public  land  in  that 
'      ■  :y  may  be  subdirided. — Referred  to  the 
iuee  on  the  PaUie  Lands. 
SpiAun  also  fmsented  a  i)etition  of  the 
-  :are  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
(  >>'  oflteers  and  men  who  serred  under  Lien- 

*  Coloael  Nixon  and  Major  Hinds  may 
• .  -    payment  for  their  services. — Referred  to 
^  i-*-      -amittee  on  Arrangemenu  of  Militia  Ex* 
,         s  iocarred  by  States  without  authority  of 
.f  O^aeral  Oorernment. 

'      6fbakbr  also  preseuted  aootber  petition 
:       Legislature  aforesaid,  praying  that  tbe  said 
jTerritory  may  be  erected  into  a  State  govern- 
ment, aod  that  such  State  may  be  admitted  into 
tbe  UoioR. — Ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

The  Spbakbr  pseseoted  another  petition  of  tbe 
Laegislatare  of  the  Territory  aforesaid,  praying 
that  soch  inhabitants  of  their  Territory  as  may 
have  suffered  losses  by  the  hostile  Indians,  may  be 
remnnerated  by  grants  of  land  out  of  the  tracts 
Isldy  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  said  lo- 
diana.— Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on 
tbe  14ih  instant,  on  a  similar  petition  from  the 
said  Lecislatore. 

Mr.TANCET,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  tbe  petition  of  William  Morris- 
sett,  which  was  read }  when  Mr.  Y.  reptu-ted  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  m  ConnUtee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  STAiirosn,  from  (he  committee  appointed 
to  revise  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Hoase,  made 
a  report,  which  was  read,  aod  committed  to  a 
Oommittee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BuiDBAu.,  from  tbe  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Henry  FaDoiDg,  by  leare  of  the 
HtMise  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Fan- 
ning; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

An  engrossed  UH  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  infirm,  disabled,  aod  saperanouated  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Revoiiitionary  war,  the  late 
war,  and  tbe  Army  of  the  United  States,  for  tbe 
time  being,"  was  read  tbe  third  lime,  and  ordered 
to  Jie  00  tbe  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbroop,  the  Committee  on 
Peoslonsaod  Revolutionary  Claims  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into*9he  expediency  of  iocreasiog 
tb*  rate  of  pensions  to  officers  and  soldiers  disa- 
IM  in  the  emriesof  lb*  Uuiled  Stfttea  dorinf 
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the  late  war  with  Oreat  Britain ;  and  also  into 
the  expediencjr  of  amending  the  law  relative  to 
the  proof  required  from  omeera  and  privates  in 
the  militia  to  establish  their  claims  to  a  pmaltm. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Parris,  the  Committee  on 
Mitiury  Affstrs  were  instructed  to  inquire  Into 
tbe  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  eqni- 
ubie  liquidation  of  all  claims  for  wages  due  tbe 
estates  of  such  non-com  missioned  omcers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  as  have  died  while  ia  the 
service  of  the  United  States  dnriog  tbe  late  war, 
upon  the  best  evidence  it  may  be  in  the  power  <n 
tbe  person  or  persons  making  applicatiou  there- 
for, eoasiderlng  the  nature  of  the  claims  respec- 
tively, to  produce. 

The  bill  reported  b^  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  for  enlarging  the  time  {ow  ascertain- 
ing transfers  and  changes  of  property  affected  by 
tbe  act  for  laying  a  direct  tex,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  waa  ordered  to  ba 
engroMed  for  a  third  reading;  as  also  was  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Markle,  giving  bin 
permission  to  change  his  entry  of  a  parobase  of 
public  leads. 

Mr.  RBTNOLDa,  adverting  to  the  decision  of  the 
House  tbe  other  day  against  his  motion  for  ia- 
qairing  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  priec 
of  the  public  lands,  said  he  hoped  he  should  be 
more  fortunate  in  another  attempt  to  favor  thoac 
disposed  to  settle  and  cultivate  the  public  lands. 
Tbe  Qovernment  bad  just  issued  a  proctamation 
for  driving  from  the  public  land  those  who  bad 
actually  settled  on  it.  This  was  doobtless  an  on- 
pleasaat  task  to  the  Qovernment,  but  it  appeared 
that  it  had  been  thought  a  just  policy.  He  now 
wished  to  give  an  opportunity  to  every  man  who 
wanted  land  to  purebase  ground  enough  to  settle 
on.  With  this  view  be  moved  tbe  following 
resolution : 

SetoMt  That  the  Oommittee  on  Public  Lands  be 
iostmetod  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieaey  at  sab^vlit 
ing  quarter  saetmns  of  land  ofisred  fer  sale,  and  abo 
iato  ths  flxpedisw^  of  allowing  a  gMalat  diiosnnt  itc 
die  prompt  payment  of  the  purchase  money. 

Tba  question  to  agree  to  this  proposed  reeelv- 
tion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  53  to  40. 

PETITION  OF  ANDREW  MONTGOMERY. 
A  report  on  the  petition  of  Andrew  Montgom- 
ery,  of  tbe  Mississippi  Territory,  an  officer  in  tbe 
military  service  of  tbe  United  States,  who  prayed 
compensation  for  a  slave  of  bis  own  who  attMd- 
ed  him  as  a  servant,  was  brought  op  by  Mr.  Yam- 
csT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims.  Tbe  report 
waa  read,  and  was  found  to  reeommeod  a  r^ee- 
tion  of  tbe  claim- 
On  the  question  that  tbe  House  do  concur  ia 
the  resolution  of  the  committee, 

Mr.  Wright  rose,  and,  after  giving  it  ss  bis 
opinion  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  reject  tbe  claim, 
moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  subject  should 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  Vamcey  said,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
refer  it  (o  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  and 
moved  to  that  eSect:  bat  the  motion  was  lost. 
Mr.  T.  thao,  advertiBg  |o  what  had  fitUen  froM 
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Mr.  Wright,  said  that  no  difierence  in  the  color 
of  mea  engaged  as  servaots  could  operate  to  ex- 
clude the  dtaira  of  compensation;  but  there  u>a> 
a  difference  between  a  free  man  and  a  slave  taken 
as  an  attendant  on  an  officer.  The  object  of  the 
petition  was  to  obtain  compensation  for  the  value 
of  (be  slave.  If  an  officer,  being  allowed  a  waiter, 
gets  m  freeman  to  attend  him,  and  that  freeman 
w«re  killed  or  disabled,  would  it  enter  into  the 
eoDtemplaiion  of  Coogresf,  or  of  any  man,  to  pay 
the  value  of  that  freeman  %  Wages  were  regu- 
larly allowed  for  the  services  of  such  attendantf. 
But  this  petition  asks  for  the  wages  for  those  ser- 
rices,  and  compensation  for  the  value  of  the  negro 
also.  He  considered  the  report  as  founded  on 
just  priociples,  and  it  would  be  confirmed. 

Mr.  Whigbt  entered  at  large  into  the  discus- 
sion of  the  case.  It  being  considered  degrading 
and  humiliating  to  military  officers  to  do  the 
drudgery  of  servitude  about  their  persons,  it  bad 
been  the  custom  lo  allow  them  to  take  such  a  ser- 
vant out  of  the  ranks ;  in  which  situation,  the  man 
was  as  maeh  exposed  as  if  he  were  a  soldier.  His 
not  being  obliged  to  fight  was  no  shield  to  him. 
And  if  the  officer,  by  substituting  a  slave  of  his 
own^gave  aman  to  the  service, it  was  unjust  that 
be  should  saffer  the  loss  of  so  much  propertv  by 
the  slave's  ftlling  in  the  course  of  his  duty,  kad 
the  servant  heeo  a  freemau,  bis  repfesenlatives  or 
relatives  would  be  allowed  compensatioa ;  and 
wbjr  should  not  the  owner  of  a  slave  lost  la  the 
same  way  1  Mr.  W.  disavowed  any  expectation 
that  the  petitioner  should  be  allowed  the  loAo/e 
valtie  of  the  slave;  but,  that  he  ought  to  have 
some  part  of  it,  was  in  his  opinion  undeniable. 

Mr.  RETifOLDB,  of  Tennessee,  reminded  the 
House  that  they  bad  just  passed  a  bill  to  compen- 
sate owners  for  losses  sustained  in  horses,  mules, 
oxen,  boats,  and  every  kiud  of  properly  ;  and  yet 
a  committee  now  told  them  that  they  ought  to 
make  an  exception  of  ibis  case,  on  no  «ber  groands 
lhaa  ih«  property  lost  being  the  slave  of  the  offi- 
cer. He  insisted  that  it  was  no  less  incumbeni 
on  the  Hotue  to  pay  for  this  than  for  a  cart  or  a 
horse,  unless  it  could  be  shown  that  a  law  existed 
declaring  that  loss  of  slaves  should  not  be  entitled 
to  compensation. 

Mr.  Vawcey  again  spoke,  and  was  answered 
by  Mr.  Weight, 

Mr.  PicKHiijio  put  this  question :  If  a  white 
man  were  hired  and  killed,  would  they  pay  his 
whiow  the  price  of  a  man?  He  believed  not. 
As  to  compensation  to  the  wounded  and  maimed. 
Mr.  P.  observed  they  were  granted,  not  because 
the  men  were  wounded  or  maimed,  but  because 
they  were  rendered  thereby  incapable  of  support- 
ing themselves ;  for,  if  they  were  killed,  tbey  got 
noihioff. 

Mr.HoaBR  thought  it  important  that  the  prin- 
ciple involved  in  this  case  should  be  settled,  and 
tkwefore  suggested  that  the  resolution  should  lie 
on  the  Uble,m  order  that  gentlemen  might  revolve 
It  in  their  minds.  It  was  therefore  proposed  to 
lot  It  lie  till  Toesdny,  but  refused. 

Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  observe,  that  he  did 
UK  so  oveli  regard  tlie  intareat  of  tbe  owners  u 


of  the  public,  in  what  he  was  suggesting.  With 
a  view  to  the  future,  it  was  impolitic  lo  discour- 
age officers  of  the  Southern  States  from  bringins 
their  own  servants  along  with  them  into  the  field. 
The  House  should  recollect,  that,  if  a  white  man 
be  employed  as  a  servant,  it  detracts  so  much 
from  the  military  force-— it  by  so  much  lessens 
the  army — and  that  it  is  besides  a  great  advan* 
tage  to  nave  the  slave  brought,  because  he  is 
had  at  a  less  expense.   But  no  officer,  :  : 
would  venture  his  property  in  that  wa 
peosation  be  refused  in  this  instance,   i  i- 
slave  be  leA  at  home,  he  is  sure  to  b  •  ^ 
handsome  revenue  lo  his  owner,  without .'  v  . 
than  the  ordinary  risks  of  bis  life. 

The  quebtioD  of  eoacurrence  was  put,a-:  J 
in  the  affirmative.  i 

ADMISSION  OP  MISSISSIPPI 
Mr.LiATTiMORE,from  the  committee  a' 
on  the  6th  instant  on  a  petition  of  the 
ture  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  ( 
was  referred  a  petition  of  the  inhabitant'  - 
Territory  respecting  a  census,  made  at..  , 
report,  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  L.  re;.    •  •  . 
bill  toenable  the  peopleof  the  Misslsssp;.'  "  : 
lory  to  form  a  constitution  and  Stale 
ment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  Si< 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  . 
States;  which  was  read  twice, and  cnomitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  nexL 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

By  the  articles  of  agreement  and  oewioa  betwaeo 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  it  is  provided 
"  that  the  territory  thus  ceded  [now  Missinippi  Tar*- 
ritory]  shall  form  a  State,  and  bo  admitted  as  audi  into 
the  Union,  as  soon  as  it  shall  contain  sixty  thTntand 
free  inhabitants,  or  at  an  earlier  period,  if  Coogma 
sh^  think  it  expedient,  on  the  same  conditioiu  and 
reatrictioiis,  with  ttie  same  privileges,  and  in  the  same 
msmier,  as  is  provided  in  the  ordinance  <k  Coagtem 
of  the  13th  of  July,  1767,  for  the  government  of  the 
Westem  Territory  of  the  United  States;  wtuch  ordi- 
nance shall,  in  all  its  parts,  extend  to  the  territory 
contained  in  the  present  act  of  cession,  that  article 
only  excepted  which  forbids  slaveiy." 

The  memorialiflts,  after  stating  the  nomber  of  petaons 
taken  nndra  the  last  graeral  mumu^  wbkk  was  Ivty 
thousand  three  hundred  and  Sfty-two  ef  all  dewrip- 
tiona,  and  adverting  to  the  aODewon  of  pomdaliM 
produced  by  the  annexation  of  a  part  of  WaatPlsfida, 
and  by  sabsequent  emigrations,  oondada  that  tfia  Ter- 
ritory contained  at  that  time  (December,  1814)  the 
number  required  by  the  agreement  referred  to  above  ta 
entitle  it  to  admission  on  an  equal  fbotiag  with  the 
original  States.  As  ttus,  however,  was  a  matter  of 
ooigectan  and  nncertainty,  they  solicit  admission  as 
an  act  of  eoorteiiy  on  the  paxt  of  the  United  States. 

Your  committee  poaBesa  no  means  of  fimaiag  any- 
thing like  a  satis&ctory  estimate  of  the  present  popn* 
laUon  of  the  Territory  in  qoeation;  bat  they  concern 
that,  unless  it  be  the  detemunalkMi  rrf  I'nngrms  to  de- 
fer its  admission  until  it  can  be  claimed  in  strict  coo- 
fbrmity  to  the  compact  with  Georgia,  tiiere  is  no  good 
reason  for  a  Anther  delay  on  the  score  of  a  deflcMner 
of  number^  as  andi  dsfleiaDey,  IT  not  now  qneatioa*- 
Uit  wiB  not  pi^wb^  mnoh  longer  axii^  Wkhoat 
taUng  mte  censidsmttoa  the  raca&t  aaltla^  wbo  «• 
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lobjMt  to  the  lat«  poebmatioo  under  the  "  act  to  pre- 
vent Mttlement  being  mtde,"  &c,  the  preiumption  u 
oo(  uareaeonable  that,  if  any  ooouderable  pirt  of  the 
hodi  obtained  from  the  Creeks  be  prepared  for  a  legal 
Httkment  within  the  time  conlemplated,  the  Territory 
wiU  eontain  more  than  the  number  required  before  it 
can  be  finally  erected  into  a  State. 

It  ii  known  to  ^onr  committee  that  the  content  of 
Georgia  to  a  dimon  of  thia  Territ(H]r  haa  been  aaked, ; 
and  obtained;  and,  dwold  it  be  dinded  before  it  it 
admitted,  the  admtedon  of  either  part  wonld,  from  a 
want  of  iHunbers,  be  anbject  to  additional  objection 
and  farther  delay.  Bat  donbta  may  be  entertained 
whether  the  Tenitoiy  can,  with  atrict  propriety,  be 
drrided  withoot  the  eonaent  of  its  inhabitant!,  as  well 
asChatof  GeofgiaaudoftheUnitedStatw.  AlUkongh 
dw  paofla  of  tbe  Territory  had  no  agency  in  the  agree- 
ment above  gnmted  they  were  the  object  of  it,  and  as 
mch  beeama  a  tfiird  party  to  it,  and  vested  by  it  of  a 
right  whidi  is  explicitly  defined.  This  agreement  pio- 
Tidee  "that  the  Territory  thus  ceded  shiai  form  a 
State,  [not  one  or  more  StateaJ  and  shall  be  admitted 
as  anch  into  tbe  Union,  aa  soon  as  it  shall  contain 
sixty  tboosaod  free  inhabitants."  If,  then,  admission 
shell  be  deferred  in  conseqaence  of  division,  the  ez- 
psi^lion  of  the  iohaUtants  will  be  disappointed,  and 
dMir  right  impaired.  It  ia  chiefly  to  arad  nch  a  ro' 
nit  that  yonr  committee  have  declined  recommending 
a  ffiviaion  ot  the  Territory,  which  otherwise  might  be 
fxpedient  to  lessen  the  inconveniences  which,  with  or 
vHhoot  division,  the  local  Government  will,  for  a  long 
time  at  least,  have  to  aoslain. 

In  relation  to  the  simple  question  of  admission*  aa 
]«esented  by  the  memorialists,  precedents  are  not 
waataig,  either  to  eneoorage  their  application  or  to 
grant  their  request.  Tbe  Sute  of  Ohio  was  admitted 
bcAre  it  possessed  the  nnndier  which  the  ordinance 
required,  and  LoidsiuM  did  not  eone  in,  aa  to  time  or 
Biuaber^  in  virtue  of  a  strict  and  insupenbia  daim. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  the  Mtiaiauppi  Territory  may 
coBlain  at  this  time  a  greater  population  than  ehher 
ef  these  States  did  whui  they  were  admitted;  and  it 
is  beBeved  that  its  state  of  political  minority  and  pro- 
bation has  been  of  longer  duration  than  that  of  any  of 
the  adopted  States.  ^,  then,  after  fifteen  years  of  re- 
straint, the  pec^e  of  this  country  should  evince  even 
an  inpetiMit  derate  for  enlargement,  it  is  bat  jast  to 
ascribe  it  to  that  sense  of  independence  which  is  com- 
mon to  the  natioo,  and  which  should  be  rather  enecrar* 
^ed  thaq  depceseed.  It  is  a  policy  worthy  of  a  Gov- 
ernment wlddi  is  oonstitated  and  maintained  by  the 
paUie  wiO  to  foster  throughout  tbe  Union  those  feel- 
ins*  vriudi  ^ve  tnergf  to  the  national  duuraeter,  aad 
to  extend  to  every  portion  of  it  those  rights  wbidi  emi- 
dnee  to  tlie  genual  good.  Nor  could  a  period  more 
propitious  to  these  ends  be  selected  than  the  present, 
wbenaM  AnMricandliienB  have  new  cause  to  approve 
«f  thab  princMe^  to  confide  in  Iheirinititation^  and 
to  be  proud  of  Ibdr  name. 

So  for  your  coomittee  have  ooMidand  thie  subject 
aa  4wu|^  an  immediate  admissiitn  of  the  TerriUiry 
were  de«red  by  all  of  its  inhabitante;  but  diey  are 
not  prepared  to  aay  that  such  is  the  Cut.  While  it  is 
true  that  such  admissioa  has  been  repeatedly  solieited 
for  a  suceesuoQ  of  years,  it  is  also  true  that,  about  fnir 
years  ago,  a  small  minori^  of  the  representative 
branch  of  the  Territorial  LegiaUtare  protested  against 
it,  and  that,  about  a  year  thereafter,  a  cwuiderabla 
nouber  of  the  people  themselves  petitioned  that  •! 
14lhC09.  1st  Ssss.— 14 
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proceedings  in  Congress  on  the  subject  might  be  post- 
poned. It  was  on  these  two  occasions  only,  as  your 
committee  believe,  that  any  indiapotition  to  a  State 
government  has  been  expressed  to  tbe  National  Legis- 
lature by  any  of  the  people  of  the  Territory,  or  of  their 
representatives  in  their  behalf.  Nor  is  it  understood 
or  believed  that  the  rduetanee  manifiBSted  by  a  portion 
of  tfaMe  people  arose  from  a  want  of  a  due  and  equal 
^Hpredatton  of  the  rights  and  advautagM  of  an  inde- 
pmdent  State.  Tbe  causes  of  oj^wsition,  so  &r  aa 
any  opposition  has  been  shown,  seem  to  have  been,  in 
part,  an  anwilliagnoss  to  incur  additienal  expense  in 
su(^(vting  a  State  Government  while  under  a  peculiar 
preaanie  from  the  war  ;  but  chiefly  an  ap{veheni^ 
that  a  State  Government,  with  its  inseparable  eppen- 
dage,  a  federal  district  court,  would  be  immediatd^ 
followed  by  a  great  number  of  expensive  and  dangei>> 
oas,  if  not  ruinous,  lawsuits  for  lands,  which  would 
grow  out  of  (what  are  called)  the  Yaxoo  and  British 
claims.  The  war,  however,  is  now  at  an  end,  and  tbe 
Taxoo  claims  may  be  considered  as  quieted ;  but  the 
British  claims  still  exist,  and  constitute  the  subiect  of 
several  petitions  now  before  Congress,  on  whicn  it  is 
not  the  province  of  your  committee  to  speak. 

The  petitions  of  sundry  inliabitanti  east  of  Peiri 
river,  in  the  same  Territory,  which  also  luve  been 
ferred  to  your  committee  as  having  lelattoa  to  the 
questiou  which  has  been  oonudeied,  state  that  flw 
eastern  parts  of  sud  Territory  have  not  an  eqtud  share 
of  representalkm  with  the  western  in  the  Territorial 
Legist  store ;  suggest  an  spprsbension  that  such  ine- 
quality may  continne  under  a  State  Govemnmiti  and 
pray  that  proviaion  may  be  made  for  taking  a  censoe 
of  the  pec^e  of  the  Territory,  for  die  purpose  of  seoor- 
ing  to  all  a  lepreeenlatiwi  aecMdiag  to  anmbin  and 
equal  rights.  If  the  interposition  of  Congress  be  ne- 
cessary to  efbct  what  the  petitioners  seem  to  have 
principally  in  view,  namely,  a  foir  representation  in 
the  convenUm  which  will  be  elected  to  form  a  consti- 
tntion,  some  general  provinon  to  thu  end  vrill  prop- 
erty belong  to  the  act  authorizing  the  convention  to 
be  chosen ;  and  should  it  Devertheleu  afterwards  a^ 
pear  to  the  satisfoction  of  Congress  that  any  pert  of 
tbe  Territory  baa  not  had  its  due  proj^rtion  of  npn- 
sentaUwi  in  such  eimveution,  thepr  will  no  doubt  ^ 
the  omecdve  4rfiicfa  tiiey  possess^  m  rqecting  the  em- 
stitution  wloeh  may  be  formed. 

Upon  a  fun  view  of  the  whole  salyect  whidi  has 
been  referred  to  the  coosideratum  of  your  oomouttee, 
they  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  to  admit  the 
Misaissl^i  Territmry  into  the  Union  as  prqred  for  by 
the  memorialists,  and  have  prepared  a  btUm  this  par* 
pose,  which  they  sak  leave  to  report. 

MILITART  ACADEMIES. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  od  the  bill  for  establishing  three  addt- 
tiooal  Military  Academies. 

Mr.  Campbell  proposed  to  cbaose  the  loeatton 
of  tbe  Southern  Academy  from  Mount  Dear- 
born to  Columbia,  on  account  of  tbe  superior  ad- 
vaoiayes  of  that  i^ee  oyer  Mount  Dearboro,  and 
the  eligibility  of  its  situation  for  each  aa  instltn- 

tiOD. 

Mr.  FiCKBNB  was  in  favor  of  a  more  upland 
site  than  either  of  those  mentioned,  and  gave  a 
decided  prefereoce  of  tbe  two  to  Mount  D«irborn 
over  Columbia.  He  proposed  a  point  in  Bud- 
eombe  comity. 
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Some  Airther  debate  took  place  on  this  motion, 
which  was  atrenuoasly  adroi»ted  bf  Mr.  Chap- 
fell,  and  oppoied  bj  Mr.  Pickens  and  Mr. 

HOLBEBT. 

Tbe  motion  was  negatired  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Pickens  then  mo?ed  to  substitute  Ash- 
Tiile,  in  Buncombe  county,  North  Caroiioa,"  in 
lieu  of  ''Mount  Dearborn,  Soatb  Caroiioa j" 
which  motion  was  aba  negaiived  by  a  eoniidera- 
bte  fliajority. 

Mr.  BuRNSiDE  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as 
to  eeublish  an  academy  at  Carlisle,  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  in  addition  to  the  three  named  in  the  bill. 
Ho  thought  it  due  to  the  extent  and  population 
of  Pennsylraoia,  to  establish  one  in  that  State ; 
and  Carlisle,  he  said,  was  pecaliarly  fitted  for  the 
location  of  a  Mtlitanr  Academy,  bf  its  salubrity, 
the  military  establishment  of  tbe  united  States 
already  there,  d^> 

This  motion  was  also  oegatived  by  a  large 
majority. 

Mr.  PicKBHS  then  mored  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  limit  the  number  of  additional  academies  to 
■two,  one  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  one 
at  AsbTille,  in  Buncombe  county,  the  advantages 
of  which  situation  he  explained  to  (he  House. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  JoBifeoN  of 
Kentucky.   When  he  concluded — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens,  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leare  to  sit  again. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  FoB8TTB,from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  the  following  bill : 
A  UO  to  reflate  the  commerce  between  ibe  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States  and  of  His  Britaniuc  Ma* 
jest7i  according  to  tbe  Conventioa  concluded  the 
titird  day  of  July,  1815. 

Be  it  enacted,  ire.,  That  the  same  duUes  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  imposed  on  articles  of  the  growth, 
piodaee,  or  manafactoie,  of  His  Britanme  Mues^'a 
tenitoiies  in  Europe,  irapntedioto  the  tTnlted  Statea 
in  Britiah  veeaeU,  as  are  or  shall  be  imposed  on  tbe 
importation  of  the  like  articles  in  American  vessela. 

Bic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  same 
tonnage  and  other  duties  and  charges  are  hereby  im- 
poaed  on  British  vessels,  in  any  ports  of  the  United 
States,  as  are  or  may  be  payable  iu  the  same  ports  by 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  except  such  British 
TMsds  as  shall  come  from  the  East  or  West  Indies  or 
dw  domiidons  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  North 
America. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  same 
bonn^  shall  be  allowed  on  the  exporUtion  of  any  §x* 
tide,  the  growth,  produce,  or  mannfiictare,  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  to  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in 
Europe,  when  each  exportation  shall  be  in  British  vea- 
■eb,  as  are.  or  may  be  allowed,  wtien  audi  exporUtion 
ia  or  n^y  be  in  vessels  of  the  United  Sutes. 

fitc  4.  Andbe  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  caaea 
wiun  drawbacks  are  or  may  be  allowed  on  the  re-ex- 
portation of  any  goods,  the  growth,  prodnce,  or  menu- 
tnre  of  the  territtuiea  of  Hia  Britannic  Majesty,  ^e 
same  drawbacks  shall  be  allowed  on  such  re-eiporta- 
tation,  where  the  original  importation  of  the  same  may 
have  been  in  British  vessels,  as  are  or  maylw  aliowed 
on  roch  reexportation  where  the  original  importation 
may  have  been  in  vessels  itf  the  United  St^ea. 
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8sG.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  so  mndi 
of  each  and  every  act  of  Cimgress  as  is  inconaistent 
with  the  provisions  of  thia  act  be,  and  the  same  is 

hereby,  repealed. 

Skc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tlus  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  3d  day  of  Joly,  1819, 
and  na  longer. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  House  adjoyrned,  to  meet  again  on  Joes- 
day  next 


TuBBDAT,  Janaary  2, 1816. 

Mr.  Pabbis  presented  a  petirioo  of  a  committee 
on  behalf  of  the  non-eommi&sioned  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Slst  riegiment  of  infantry,  of  the 
United  States,  praying  that  they  may  har«  tbe 
privil^e  of  locating  the  land  to  which  they,  and 
those  who  may  have  left  the  said  regiment,  are 
entitled,  in  one  entire  body. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  KiNQ,  of  Massachusetts,  presemted  a  petition 
of  sundry  manufacturers  of  cotton  and  woollen 
goods  in  the  town  of  Brunswick,  and  District  of 
Matae,  praying  that  the  importation  of  all  cotton 
goods  from  India  may  be  prohibited,  and  that  ad- 
ditional duties  may  be  imposed  on  cotton  goods 
imported  from  other  countries;  also,  that  the 
importation  of  coarse  woollen  gooda  nuy  be  pro- 
hibited. 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  a  simitar  petition  from 
sundry  manufacturing  establishroentaon  the  Bran- 
dy wine  riTer  and  its  rieinity,  in  the  State  of  Del- 
aware,io  behalfoftbnnselTes  and  others  interested 
in  similar  establish  men  tfc—Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Mannfaetnres. 

Mr.  Claytoh  presented  a  petition  of  Alleo 
McLane,  one  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary army,  praving  that  the  half  pay  for  life, 
which  was  solemnly  promised  to  him  by  the 
Congress  of  1780,  may  now  be  granted  to  him, 
substantially,  to  commence  frooi  the  ticae  of  the 
reduction  of  that  army. — Referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  the  members 
of  a  masonic  society  in  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  under  the  name  of  the  Alexandria 
Washington  Lodge,  No.  23,  praying  that  they 
may  be  authorized,  by  lottMjr,  to  raise  a  sum  (h 
money,  to  be  applied  to  the  huildingof  a  house 
for  the  use  of  a  public  museum. 

Mr.  ROBBBTSOH  presentad  a  petition  oi  Darid 
Porter,  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
clusive privilege  of  navigating,  for  a  limited  tim^ 
the  waters  of  the  District  of  Columbia  with  ves- 
sels built  on  his  plan,  and  worked  by  animal 
power.— Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia. 

Mr.  RoBEBTsoit,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petiiioo  of 
the  President  and  Commissioners  of  the  town  of 
Mobile,  which  was  read,  and  tbe  resolution  therein 
contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House  as  fol- 
lows: 


mSTORT  OF  OONOBESS. 

Commerce        Great  Britain. 
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jAiniJUtT,  18Z6. 


Fnahmi,  That  the  pctitioaan  hare  Icate  to 
withdraw  their  petiliM* 

Mr.  STaTCHaoN  preMBled  a  intttiOB  of  the  Le- 
gtiktora  of  the  Territory  of  UUnoii,  prayiag  that 
certain  eTils  existing  in  the  judicial  tystun  of 
the  said  Territory  may  be  remedied, and  that  they 
may  be  empownred  ia  fatare  to  pass  laws  regn- 
latinff  the  conrta  of  aaid  Territory.— Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  RoBBaraoif  also  made  a  repwt  on  the  pe- 
tition  of  Jamn  Horae,  and  Joshua  Hwae,  wbwb 
was  eoocorred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Wa»HT  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  an 
arraDgCDM&t  of  the  militia  expeoeea  inearred  by 
Stales  withoat  the  aaaetioa  of  the  Ocacral  Qov- 
aramaat,  reported  a  bill  to  aathorize  the  settle* 
nmt  aao  payatent  of  certain  chums  (or  the  ser- 
vieee  of  lu  militia,  whteh  waa  read  twioe,  and 
eommittedioaCommitteeofiheWholeoB  Tues- 
day aexL 

Mr.  Beadbsbt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  James  Jewett,  reported  a  bill 
to  anthorize  the  discharge  of  Jamea  Jeweii  frmn 
his  imprisonment,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
eemmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Sfbjlkxb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  commoatcating  toch 

Srtioiriara  as  are  known  to  the  Department  of 
ite  cooceroiDg  the  poblicattoa  of  a  new  edition 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  obedieoce  to 
areiolotioB  of  theSOib  altimo,  which  waa  ordered 
10  lie  OB  the  table. 

Aa  eagrotscd  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  re- 
lief of  CbarleB  Marhin,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
aadpaaicd. 

An  eBgroBicd  bill,  entitled  '*Ab  act  to  enlarge 
the  tiaw  for  ascertaining  ibeaanaal  transferB  and 
ehaans  of  property  snbfeei  to  the  direct  tax,  and 
for  auMT  piupoM^"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
famed. 

MILITARY  ACADEMIES. 

The  HoBse,  aeeenliBg  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
apin  rcMlred  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whoie  Mthe  bill  for  estaUishiog  three  addiltooal 
Military  Academies. 

The  amendment  oa  the  table  at  the  former  sit- 
ting on  thissnt9ect,(riz:  on  raotim  of  Mr.  Piok- 
KN8  to  limit  the  increase  to  two  academies  one 
within  the  Dbiiiet  of  Cobimbia  and  one  at  Ash- 
riiie,  Boocsmbe  coanty,  North  Caroliaa,)  waa 
talno  up,  and  Mjecied. 

Mr.  WiLaa  then  pnmoaed  to  amead  the  bill  so 
aa  to  establish  one  additinial  academy  only,  and 
that  one  wiihia  the  Diauiet  of  CidnnuMB.  This 
motiaa  he  aappotiad  by  a^meats  guag  to  show 
tlb»  expediency  of  sneh  an  iBstitatioa  being  as 
mack  as  possible  of  a  national  character,  and  un- 
der the  eye  of  the  Qoremmeat.  His  objeet  was 
not  to  diminish  the  number  of  cadets,  bat  to  gire 
to  the  institBtion  of  the  Military  Academies,  as 
far  as  possible,  a  oaiional .  character,  which,  he 
thonght,  would  be  assisted  by  depririug  them  of 
local  or  aactienal  featares^  Ac. 

Mr.  Piosnuw  vu  in  urer  of  so  niuh  of  the 
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proposed  ameadmoit  as  went  to  limit  the  aamher 
of  additional  aeademies  (b  one,  bat  opposed  to 
the  location  of  that  one  in  the  District  of  Colam- 
bia.  He  preferred  that  it  should  be  located  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  a  poist  which  he  appeared  to 
consider  a*  invested  with  great  adraniagea,-from 
its  being  already  the  site  of  an  armory,  from  its 
situation  being  vny  healthy,  and  in  Uie  midai  of 
a  coantry  fertile  in  all  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Mr.  SnBrrsT  required  a  division  of  tkeqves- 
tion,80  aa  to  place  the  quesiion  simply  before  the 
House,  whether  the  additional  number  of  acade- 
mies should  be  one  or  three. 

Mr.  CuTHBUT  said  he  was  ia  favor  of  both 
branches  of  the  amendment  which  had  been  pro- 
poeed  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Wiijie.)  War,  he 
said^  wasa  su^eet  which  came  within  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Oenerat  Qovernmcat  only,  having 
relation  exclusively  to  foreign  Powers.  Uaqaei- 
Uonably,  therefore,  the  preparattoae  for  war, 
whether  of  one  kind  or  another,  whether  relating 
to  military  education  or  the  coUeetion  of  tha  ma- 
niiioas  of  war,  should  be  exeiosivdy  under  the 
control  of  the  Geoerai  Qorernment,  and  bare  ao 
relation  to  the  States.  It  shonld  tw  an  object  lo 
prevent  the  military  system  from  having  Uf* 
thing  in  it  peculiar  to  uie  States,  and  to  make  it 
pareTy  national.  Wtiat  would  prodnee  this  most 
effectually  in  regud  lo  the  Military  Academies? 
To  bare  one  in  oae  State  and  oae  in  another,  or 
to  bare  one  only,  and  that  in  the  District,  which 
beioDgs  to  the  United  States,  under  the  eyes  of 
the  Governmeat  ?  Certainly  the  latter.  What 
conld  be  more  dangerous  to  the  tranquilUty  of  the 
aatton,  than  a  military  rivalehip  amoi^  the 
Slates  1  What  ooght  we  to  be  more  anxioas  to 
preveet— what  conld  be  more  daogaroua  to  the 
proeperity  of  the  Governneni— what  coald  mare 
ihreMea  that  disaaioa  of  the  Slates  which  we 
ooght  meet  to  dread  and  guard  against,  ihaa  this 
sort  of  military  rivalship?  There  would  be  a 
dan^«,  he  argued,  from  ettatdishing  separate 
Military  Aeademies  at  different  points,  of  a  rival- 
ship,  amounting  to  animosity,  aruiag  between  the 
officers  educated  in  the  ditterent  academies)  and 
propagating  and  diffusing  itaelf  among  the  mass 
of  the  people.  The  establishment  of  a  single 
Military  Aeadeny  at  this  point,  he  thoi^t, 
would  have  a  directly  opposite  tendency.  Yoang 
mea  from  different  States  associating  together, 
aad  libenltzing  each  other,  would  imbibe  and 
carry  with  them  to  their  homes  that  national 
character  whteh  alone  eaa  be  the  cement  of  the 
Union.  The  object  of  Congreea^  then,  should  be 
to  establish  an  aeadamy  of  this  kind,  where  enr 
yoath  should  become  auaohed,  not  to  the  par- 
tiealar  interests  of  partlonlar  States  but  to  the 
dignity  and  splendor  of  the  natioa;  where  tb^ 
shonld  acqnire,  not  State  feelings,  but  patriotic 
sentiments.  Men  thus  educated  would  attach 
more  closely  the  interests  of  all  the  Slates,  in- 
stead of  promoting  jealousy  among  them.  The 
objection  to  the  situation  within  this  District, 
that  it  would  be  too  near  a  populous  city,  was 
not  valid,  inasmuch  as  the  character  of  the  insti- 
ttttioa  di^aded  not  so  nuieh  on  iti  pwUiu  litn- 
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ttioa  as  od  the  reffohliooB  bjr  which  it  was  gov- 
aroed.  Srerv  Idiliurf  Aeademr  w««  io  some 
MspeetsB  milittrf  monastery,  and  under  iu  rigid 
malatlODB  the  stadenu  in  an  aeadera jr  ia  or  near 
thii  city  voald  be  as  much  cot  off  from  ini«* 
couree  with  it,  as  if  the  academy  were  three  tbou- 
nnd  miles  distant  from  it.  This  was,  in  another 
view,  a  peculiarly  proper  position  for  k  Military 
Academy.  Beine  the  Seat  of  Gorernmeot,  b^ 
sides  the  place  of  assemblage  of  the  lesislators 
from  different  parts  of  the  Union,  which  would 
enable  parents  to  keep  up  iolereourse  with  tbei^ 
children,  it  was  also  the  resort  of  all  foreigners 
of  information  who  visit  the  eoantry,  and  would 
afford  to  the  inatitntion  all  the  benefit  of  their 
eiperience,  as  well  a«  that  of  the  iatelligenee  of 
oar  own  country.  The  neat  objeetioo  to  mnlti* 
plying  Miliury  AcadeiDiea  waa  this:  that  when 
they  are  once  established,  they  cannot  be  abol- 
ished, however  Inexpedient  they  may  be  found. 
Restricting  the  nomber  now,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  increasing  them  hereafter.  But  es- 
tablish an  academy  in  Carolina  and  one  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  by  any  attempt  hereafter  to  aboHfb 
either  of  them,  the  State  wilt  consider  itself  as 
insulted,  and  oppose  it  acoordinglr.  He  was  in 
faTor,  therefore,  of  establitthin^  only  one  at  pres- 
eitt.  Perhaps  the  plan  eoDtaioed  in  the  bill  was 
not  complete;  perhaps  there  ought  to  be  one 
large  and  sfveral  subordinate  academies.  If  so, 
let  there  be  established  one  principal  academy 
here,  and  harmonious  aobonlinate  iDstttutioDs 
deewhere.  In  any  point  of  view,  he  approved 
of  the  ameodmeni  proposed  by  his  collMgue. 

Mr.  J0BN8OR,  or  Kentucky,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, as  calculated  to  destroy  the  bilL  The  ob- 
ject of  making  us  one  people,  he  said,  was  one 
dear  to  his  heart }  to  saered  that  he  would  oppose 
no  Constitutional  measum calculated  to  promote 
it.  Bat  if  it  was  now  contended  that  a  great 
national  Military  Academy  was  to  aid  effectually 
in  that  important  object,  by  collecting  at  one 
point  and  amalgamating  tne  military  spirit  of  the 
oatioD,  this  proposition  did  not  go  lar  enough. 
It  ought  also  to  propose  to  abolish  the  Academy 
at  West  Point,  m  as  to  leave  bat  the  one  now 
proposed  to  be  established  here.  Mr.  J.  could 
not  assent  to  the  idea  of  riralsbip  between  the 
States  in  eonsequence  of  mulUplyiur  the  Military 
Academies.  What,  he  asked,  in  this  >iew,  had 
been  the  effect  of  the  institution  at  West  Point? 
Had  any  local  jralousy  or  rivalship  been  produced 
byiti  Oo  the  contrary,  it  was  admitted  on  all 
handathat  it  had  produced  very  beneficial  effects 
without  any  such  alloy.  If  a  great  military  in- 
stitution could  be  establishedat  this  place,  calcu- 
lated to  effect  the  object  the  gentlemao  had  at 
heart,  he  should  not  perhaps  object  to  it ;  but  the 
objections  which  had  been  made  to  establishing 
other  academies  applied  with  equal  force  to  West 
Point  as  to  those  now  proposed  to  be  established 
At  other  points.  Mr.  J.  Qiade  some  obserrations 
going  to  establish  the  great  adraotages  to  be  de- 
nvedfrom  these  Military  Academies  compared 
with  the  expense  of  them.  The  people  of  every 
cetioB  of  our  eoaoiry,  he  said,  had  spirit  to  ria- 
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dieate  their  rights,  if  they  were  iaslraetcd  in  the 
mode  of  doing  it.  Officers  only  were  wanted  to 
lead  them  ou,  and  impart  to  them  the  benefit  of 
the  inslractioo  which  they  have  reeeircd;  and 
no  method  of  forming  officers  could  be  compared, 
for  efficacy  and  economy,  to  that  by  Military 
Academies.  The  expense  of  all  the  acadcmiei 
now  proposed,  including  the  pay  of  professon, 
support  of  cadets,  dbe.,  he  showed,  by  a  statement 
from  the  proper  authority,  would  not  exceed 
9400,000  annually — a  small  sum  indeed  com- 
pared tb  the  object.  He  coneloded  by  sayias 
that  he  was  oppond  to  any  modifieation  «  tw 
bill  whatever. 

Mr.  HIFI.BIKT  also  spoke  against  the  propOMi 
amendment.  He  waa  o{)po8ed  to  it,  because  he 
believed  the  adoption  of  it  would  be  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  bill.  He  had  belonged  t«  the  commit- 
tee which  had  reported  the  biU,  an<d  had  given  it 
in  its  present  shape  his  hearty  asaeat.  He  be- 
lieved It  necessary  that  the  institution  of  the  Mil- 
itary Academies  should  be  enlarged  in  some  shape 
or  other.  If  the  one  at  West  Point  could  be  suf- 
ficiently enlarged^  he  had  no  objection  to  that 
coarse;  but  within  his  recoUectioa,  he  said,  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  remove  that  at  Weit 
Point  and  establish  it  here.  To  that  plan  he  wis 
utterly  opposed ;  and,  should  the  present  mo- 
tion succeed,  he  believed  it  would  put  an  end  to 
the  idea  of  enlarging  the  Military  Academy  at 
all.  Mr.  H.  appeared  to  be  satisfied  ttiat  the  «- 
tabliahment  of  od«  additioaal  academy  only,  and 
that  one  in  this  District,  could  not  aneeae^  He 
was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  have 
more  eadeu  than  we  now  have  at  niliiary  aehooU, 
gaining  that  instruction  in  military  seicaec,  for 
the  want  of  which  we  failed  so  greatly  ui  the 
opening  of  the  hite  war.  The  disgraces  we  have 
suffered,  and  costs  we  have  iaoarred,  during  that 
war,  for'the  want  of  this  iostroetion,  form  a  stronf 
argument  in  favor  of  multiplying  the  means  « 
obiaioiDg  it.  When  tbe  army  went  into  the  field 
at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  its  offieen 
had  jast  been  selected  from  civil  lifc^  without  ref- 
erence to  their  military  science  or  'experlenee— 
defeat  and  disgraee  were  the  eonseqaenees.  He 
adverted  to  the  msxtm,  that  an  army  of  harei, 
commanded  by  a  lion,  w«e  better  thaa  an  mttaj 
of  lions,  commanded  by  a  hare.  In  the  spirit « 
this  maxim,  Mr.H.eont«iided  that,  to  prepat*  the 
nation  for  war,  we  ooghl  Mt  to  have  alarge  Mili- 
tary Establishment  in  time  of  peace,-bat  men  of 
science  in  every  part  of  the  nation  ready  to  take 
the  field  in  time  of  danger.  If  a  war  be  omsid- 
ered  just,  said  be,  thara  will  never  be  any  diffi- 
culty in  raising  ao  army  in  this  ceuniry ;  the 
people  will  loro  out  en  maan,  if  they  have  offi- 
cers qualified  to  command  them.  If,  by  means  of 
Military  Academies,  eight  handred  cadns  are 
consiaotly  in  a  course  of  instruction,  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  in  finding  proper  persons  to  com- 
mand an  army  of  any  extent  we  may  ever  waat. 
It  might  be  said  that  eight  hundred  cadeu  woald 
be  too  many— he  did  not  believe  it.  We  hare 
seven  millions  of  people,  and  if  we  are  again  in- 
volved IB  war  and  have  to  seleet  some  thoosand 
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offie«r^  we  should  not  find  too  many  cadets  to 
eboose  from.  He  dnied  the  prdwlnlitjr  of  jeaU 
ijusy  or  TtTalship  between  the  States  from  the 
establishment  of  sereral  academies;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  effect  of  the  establishment  at  this  place 
of  ooe  only,  would  be  to  excite  that  rerr  jealoasy 
that  gentlemen  dreaded.  Alladinfr  to  the  distaaee 
of  lome  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States, 
Louisiana  naritcnlarlj,  from  West  Point,  and  eren 
from  the  District  of  Cdumbia,  he  said,  there 
ought  to  be  an  academy  sooth  of  this  place.  The 
committee  had  recommended  only  three  in  addi- 
tion to  (hat  at  West  Point.  The  people  of  the 
North,  he  beliered,  woold  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  that  one.  They  had  already  been  more  than 
ooee  alarmed  with  the  idea  of  remoTiog  that 
academy.  He  hoped  that  their  alarm  oerer  would 
be  realized,  but  that  the  academy  would  remain 
at  Wen  Point  as  long  as  the  rock  on  which  it  is 
I  bailu  The  committee  had  agreed  to  establish 
one  here  and  one  in  South  Carolina ;  and  objec- 
tions baring  been  made  from  the  West  to  this 
distribation,  the  committee  had  agreed  to  recom- 
mend one  there  also.  The  Western  country,  he 
■aid,  was  increasing  with  unexampled  rapidity — 
be  wished  it  was  not  iacreasing  quite  so  fast — 
bat  the  territory  beyond  the  Alleghany,  he  be- 
liered, would  soon  contain  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
^e  of  the  United  States ;  and  their  claim,  there* 
lore,  coald  not  be  denied  to  a  participation  in  the 
benefits  of  this  institution.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  was 
satisfied  the  locations  in  the  bill  were,  as  good  as 
could  be  made.  He  knew  very  well  it  was  the 
opioion  of  some  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Administration  that  we  should  have  but  one  acad- 
emy, and  that  that  one  ought  to  be  here ;  but  that 
thia  was  not  the  proper  ^tace  for  it,  he  thought, 
was  rerjr  evident  He  wished  the  bill  to  pass  as 
it  Dov  stood.  He  was  pleased  in  the  opportunity 
ofgiritt^his  assent  tothisteeommendationof  the 
Prerident.  He  rejoiced,  he  said,  to  see  such  rec- 
ommenttations  from  that  quarter;  they  reminded 
htm  of  the  good  old  times  when  Washington, 
and  those  who  followed  his  maxims  and  princi- 
ples, ruled  the  nation.  He  was  glad  to  see  these 
recommendations,  founded  on  good  old  principles, 
proceed  from  one  who  had  been  a  little esfran^T^ 
heretofore.  He  hoped  that  the  bill  wonld  pass 
without  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  WiLOB  replied  to  some  of  the  objections 
■which  had  been  made  to  his  motion.  As  to  the 
academy  at  West  Point,  he  said,  if  it  were  now 
for  the  Arat  time  proposed  to  establish  an  aead- 
emjr  there,  he  should  oppose  it  with  all  his  jpow- 
erhereu  were  he  a  Representative  from  the  State 
of  New  Tork.  He  objected  to  the  separation  of 
the  academy  into  sereral  parts  la  different  Slates, 
not  so  much  on  the  score  of  jealousy  or  riralship 
-which  it  would  create  among  the  States,  as  on 
the  score  of  hu  radieid  oljection  to  the  tendency 
of  such  a  course  to  increase  the  dependence  of  the 
General  OoTernment  on  the  State  OoTeraments. 
Wbererer  national  establishments  were  proposed, 
ereo  now,  it  wonld  appear  as  if  those  Slates  which 
have  the  greatest  political  iofluence  must  hare 
eoma  grKluealioft  conferred  on  them,  before  they 
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would  consent  to  measores  whicb  could  not  Ike 
carried  witfaoDi  their  eoaaeDl.  It  would  be  found 
to  be  so,  when  the  question  of  nary  yards,  of  a 
national  university,  or  any  other  question  of  a  na- 
tional character,  became  the  subjeet  of  discossion. 
None,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  more  eonvinoed  than  he 
was  of  the  value  of  baring  good  commaodera  in 
an  army;  and  the  neces8ii|r  of  proper qnaliftea> 
tions  for  that  purpose  by  military  edocatioa  was 
too  trite  a  remark  to  require  elucidation ;  nor  was 
it  lees  doubtful  that  our  arms  had  occasionally 
failed  during  the  late  war  from  the  want  of  proper 
commanders.  A  few  months,  or  even  weeks, 
were  all  that  was  required  to  form  soldiers  for 
the  field,  but  time  was  required  to  form  accom- 
plished commanders.  He  was  therefore  fully  im- 
pressed with  the  utility  of  Military  Academies; 
but  he  was  in  faror  of  soob  an  establishment  be- 
ing pnrelr  nationdL  and  therefore  located  at  or 
near  the  Beat  of  Goremment ;  in  which  propo- 
sition he  hoped  to  aaite  all  those  who,  having 
DO  local  fleeling  or  predilections  to  gratify,  looked 
only  to  the  necessity  of  baring  this  institution 
under  the  eyes  of  the  Government,  and  within  its 
control.  The  state  of  the  times  was  an  objection 
heretofore  made  to  this  measure,  which  no  longer 
existed.  We  bare  found,  from  experience,  that 
the  present  Military  Establishment,  though  eon- 
parattrely  small,  has  iurnished  us  with  some  of 
the  best  oflScers  for  onr  Army,  and  have  erery 
reason.to  expect  proportionate  benefits  from  it,  u 
enlai^d  on  a  liberal  scale,  and  in  such  a  manner 
as  shall  give  it  an  csntirely  national  Instead  of  local 
character. 

Mr.  Wbiqht  advocated  the  general  objeott  of 
the  bill  at  some  length.  He  iUuatrated  the  necee- 
sity  of  education  for  military  men,  by  reasons 
drawn  from  analogy.  For  instance,8aid  he,  wotdd 
you  tmst  a  physiciau  to  Meed  you  without  a  oe^ 
lainty  that  he  possessed  some  skill  in  the  snrgi- 
cai  art?  Surely  not;  and  will  you  commit  the 
liberties  of  the  oonntry  to  those  who  know  aoth- 
ing  of  their  duty?  Mr.  W.  was  in  fiiror  of 
establishing  as  many  academies  as  would  accom- 
modate eight  hundred  students,  but  against  lo- 
cating one  immediately  at  the  Seat  of  Gorera- 
mcBt,  thinking  it  wonld  be  more  expedient  to 
establish  it  higher  up  the  Potomac.  Otherwise 
the  places  designated  in  the  bill  were  as  geo> 
graphically  correct  as  they  could  possibly  be.  As 
to  the  idea  of  exciting  jealousy  or  undue  rival- 
ship,  by  dirlding  the  academies,  be  said  be  hoped 
there  always  would  be  a  proper  riralshtp-^  rival- 
ship  of  merit  and  services  among  those  educated 
at  one  or  the  other  of  tbeae  academies.  He  thought 
the  disposition  of  the  four  academies,  at  different 
points,  was  an  argnmeot  in  favor  of  the  bill  in- 
stead of  against  it,  because  it  wonld  bring  acade- 
mies nearer  to  those  who  desired  to  send  their 
children  to  tbem.  dbc. 

Mr.  Clat,  (Speaker,)  in  refereoee  to  the  argu- 
ment in  support  of  the  amendment^  that  the 
moral  effect  of  establisblngthree  eddiliooal  acad- 
emies, instead  of  one  oaljr,  and  that  at  the  Seat 
of  Goremment,  would  be  injurious  to  the  Union, 
las  lending  to  create  sectional  feeling,  Ac, said 


JimUarjf  Academiu. 


Digitized  by 


4sr 


mffSOm^  OF  OOKG^BBSB. 


H;of  R. 


JjUHMBTf  1816. 


that  all  wgamentb,  fooDded  upon  the  sappositioQ 
of  danger  to  the  Unioo,  deserred  great  coD»dera- 
tton;  bat,  whilst  be  applauded  the  motires  of 
geotlemen  in  urgiofr  these  argtiments,  be  was 
obliged  totally  to  difier  from  them  in  tbeir  eon- 
clmiOQfl.  The  moral  effect  of  establishing  sere- 
ra^  instead  of  one  iDstiiutioti  of  this  kind,  would 
be  to  iacrease  the  affection  of  the  people  for  the 
Ubioq.  If  the  boud  of  noioa  was  to  be  strength- 
eacd  by  the  measures  of  the  QoveromeDt,  what 
o«glit  to  be  the  character  of  them  t  What  ousfat 
too*  the  policy  of  the  GoTcrameDtf  To  dia* 
tribute  benefits;  to  afibrd  to  every  man  in  the 
Union  an  obvious^  peJpable  eTidenee  of  tb«  bene- 
fits afforded  lo  bim  by  the  QoTerament  undn 
which  he  lives.  If  the  proposition  were  to  estab* 
iisb  four  or  fire  turnpike  roads  in  difiereot  parts 
oi  the  Unioit,  he  said  be  should  suppose  the  a^- 
laent  of  thedanger  of  creating  a  sectional  influence 
would  as  mucQ  apply  to  that  measure  as  lo  a 
propositioo  for  the  diffusion  through  the  nation 
of  tbat  knowledge — the  want  of  which  daring  the 
late  war  we  bad  but  too  much  reason,  from  fatal 
mpeiieaee,  to  regret.  It  would  be  by  maldng  the 
QoTerament  strong  without,  and  furnishing  mo* 
tires  of  affection  to  every  bosom  within,  that  they 
wooid  inculcate  the  sentimeote  which  the  advo- 
etftee  of  this  amendmeot  were  so  deairons  to  in* 
ifiw,  htt*  C.  said,  its  would  aibrd  tliemenns  of 
iutmeiion,  aa  far  as  possible,  to  every  man  bound 
to  nise  an  arm  in  defenoe  of  tbe  nntion.  Witb 
vbat  sentiments  would  sueh  m  pelioji;  inspire  the 
bosom  of  tbe  citizen  1  Woald  it  excite  sectional 
feelings?  No;  tbe  bosom  turns  with  thankful- 
ness to  the  sottice  of  baiefits  rec«ved,aa  tmerrin^ly 
as  tbe  needle  lo  the  pole.  The  individual  reoeiv- 
iog  tbe  advantages  affbrded  by  these  institations 
wouki  not  look  to  any  particular  Stale,  but  would 
trace  his  obligation  to  the  fountain-head,  and  to 
the  support  and  strength  of  tbe  Union  all  his  ex- 
ertions would  be  directed.  Whatever  majr  be 
the  destination  of  thestudeot,  whether  to  civil  or 
military  life,  if  tbe  principles  of  human  nature 
govern  him,  be  will  always  reflect,  that  to  the 
parental  eare  and  beneficence  of  the  Government 
M  is  indebted  for  the  advanuges  he  has  received, 
U(l  to  the  sunport  of  that  Qonrnment  his  best 
exertions  will  be  given.  If  ^ntlemen  were  right 
in  their  argument,  Mr.  C.  said,  we  ought  to  eooa- 
Menee  anew;  we  should  abolish  the  aoademy 
drcady  existing  at  West  Point,  and  let  there  be 
but  one,  and  that  one  within  the  Dittriet  of  Ce- 
Imduit.  Mr.  C.  said  he^  with  tbe  genlleraan  from 
ICiHadiosetts,  (Mr.  HolbirTj)  approv«l  of  the 
xeeommeDdations  in  the  President's  Message  on 
tbis  and  other  subjects,  whether  they  were  the 
doctrines  of  new  or  of  old  times.  From  that  quar- 
ter of  the  Union,  however,  (the  West,)  wnich 
tfaat  ^tleman  had  so  feelingly  regretted  was 
growing  too  fast — a  regret  in  which,  Mr.  C  said, 
tbe  gentleman  would  excuse  him  from  partici- 
pating—he did  not  believe  there  was  one  student 
•n  the  present  fi^Uury  Academy.  The  remark 
equally  applied  to  tbe  South ;  and  yet  in  those 
atetions  <^ the  oountry  there  were,  perhaps,  thou* 
suds  of  yonng  men  who  woadd  ne  peculiarly 


ha^py  in  obtaining  tbe  benefits  of  such  an  insti- 
tution, if  brought  witbio  their  reach.  He  would, 
therefore,  establish  academies  in  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Union.  Th«  effort  was  as  vain  to* 
disguise  as  to  forget  that  there  are  various  sections 
of  our  country;  gentlemen. might  argue  in  vain 
against  a  fact,  which  tbe  geography  of  the  conn- 
try  most  clearly  established.  We  must  take  onr 
natural  boundaries  as  they  are,  since  we  cannot 
alter  or  abolish  them.  Mr^  C.  said,  in  conclusion, 
he  would  not  take  from  pther  scctiona  tbe  bene- 
fits of  this  tnstlintion  to  eouolidato  ud  locate  it 
within  this  District,  on  aeconot  of  tu  supposed 
unbealthiness  and  for  other  reasona.  He  would 
not  alter  the  present  features  of  tbe  bill  because 
of  objections  to  them,  which  he  emutdered  fan- 
ciful and  visionary.  The  distribution  of  tbeaead- 
emies  he  thought  might  have  been  more  ad- 
vantageously made,  particularly  as  regarded  tbe 
one  in  the  Western  country;  but  he  would  not, 
therefore,  deprive  any  section  of  the  country  w 
the  great  advantages  which  be  hoped  this  insti- 
tution would  diffuse  throughout  the  Union. 

Mr.  CiTTHBBBT  rose  to  correct  an  error  into 
which  be  said  the  gentleman  bad  fallen  in  rcnrd 
to  the  education  at  West  Point  being  eonfined  en- 
tirely to  Northern  youth.  If  nothiog  else  proved 
it  on  enor,  the  name  of  MoRbb  wis  sufficicnl. 
who  was  fr«n  n  Soalhein  State.  He  instanced 
other  eases  within  his  knowledge  of  students  from 
the  Sooth.  Let  it  be  recoUecled,  said  Mr.  C, 
that  we  have  been  long  in  a  state  of  peace }  dol- 
ing which  time  the  attention  of  tbe  countrr  was 
not  turned  to  military  affairs ;  and  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  many  would  then  deeire  to 
send  their  children  to  such  a  seminary.  But 
would  any  one  argue,  he  said,  that  our  notions 
on  military  affairs  were  the  same  now  that  they 
were  three  or  four  years  ago  7  No ;  the  glory 
reaped  by  our  army,  its  utility  as  proved  by  tbe 
events  of  tbe  war^  had  changed  tbe  geoeral  opin- 
ions on  this  subject;  and,  consequently,  there 
were  noifr  many  applications  for  admission  into 
tbe  Military  Academy.  The  argument  which 
likened  tbe  case  of  the  esublishment  of  acade- 
mies, to  that  of  turnpike  roads,  affbrded  its  own 
refutation.  Those  very  roada,  by  promoting  gene- 
ral intoceonne,  were  a  part  of  ue  means  most 
conducive  to  the  object  of  Mr.  (X  in  Axing  the 
academy  at  the  Seat  of  Qtovemment^  which  was 
thepromotiooof aoationallt^of sentinunt.  This 
argument  therefore  would  not  stand.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Keiuucky  had  said  that  cadets  would 
always  look  tq  the  band  which  supported  them. 
Mr.  C.  was  for  bringing  them  in  closer  conuct 
with  that  hand,  bo  that  their  attention  could  not 
be  diverted  from  it  by  local  feelings,  dtc 

Mr.  Fqbsytb  said  he  was  of  tbe  cocnmittee 
which  reported  tbe  bill  now  before  the  Hou8& 
and  coincided  in  opposition  to  the  proposed 
amendmeot.  It  was  conceded  on  all  hands,  he 
said,  that  tbe  institution  of  West  Point  bad  been 
of  great  service  to  the  community,  and  that  its 
beneficial  effects  bad  not  been  lessened  by  iu  sec- 
tional situation.  It  appeared  to  be  admitted,  Mr. 
F.  said,  that  there  ought  to  be  an  inczeaee  <d  the 
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namber  of  cadets ;  aod  the  only  question  was, 
wbeiber  it  should  be  by  the  addiiioD  of  ooe  or 
three  schools.    Tbe  committee  had  beea  of  opia- 
ion  that  two  hundred  youths  ia  one  plaee  were 
as  maoy  as  could  be  cooveoieatly  attended  to  by 
the  few  officers  employed  at  each  academy }  he 
bad  not  ehuged  his  opintoa  on  that  safajeet,  and 
wasiherefore  opposed  to  the  proposed  amendment. 
The  motire  of  the  proposed  amendment,  he  said, 
was  taodable :  proceeding  from  a  desire  to  obvi- 
ate the  possibility  of  loeaf  jealousies.   Was  there 
anyihiog,  he  asked,  in  the  nallonalily  of  tbe  Dis* 
tricL  of  Colombia,  to  prerent  the  operation  of 
these  feeltogs  ?  Do  we  not  know,  said  he,  that 
if  these  local  feeliogs  are  felt  in  any  portion  of 
the  United  States  they  are  felt  in  a  still  stron^et 
d«j;ree  within  this  District ;  there  was,  he  said, 
nothing  in  the  nationality  of  tbe  spot  to  destroy 
th^m.    The  benefit  which  might  arise  from  the 
academy  being  placed  immediately  *'  under  the 
eyes  of  the  Gorernmeni"  appeared  not  to  be  de- 
nied.   Cast  your  e^ es,  (said  Mr.  F.,)  around  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  are  there  any  proofs  of  its 
hariam  derired  any  paiueularly  ^reat  benefits 
fkom  EaTtDg  been  under  the  ezclunre  care  of  the 
Oeaeral  GorerDment?    No;  on  the  contrary, 
^Ugh  it  has  been  constantly  under  the  eyes  of 
CoQsress,  it  has  as  constantly  been  neglected. 
Look  at  the  statute  book,  said  he.   Congress  has 
the  ezcdasive  legislation  orer  this  District ;  and 
bow  has  Congress  legislated  for  ill   I  had  occa- 
sion the  other  day  to  turn  to  the  taws  on  this  sub- 
ject, Sind  1  am  almost  ashamed  to  state  tbe  result 
oC  my  inquiry.   Half  a  dozen  statutes  of  little 
impoTtaBce  embrace  all  that  this  Legislature  has 
done  for  the  District  for  near  twenty  years  that 
it  has  been  under  its  eyes  and  exclusive  care.  The 
laws  of  the  District  were  not  even  uniform  in  its 
various  parts.   Crimes  in  one  part  of  the  District 
are  punished  in  one  way,  and  in  another  part  dif- 
fereatly.   Whilst  the  condition  of  the  citizens  of 
Matvlaad  and  Virginia  were  experiencing  a  daily 
ameiioTation  of  their  condition,  by  the'  improve- 
ment of  their  jurisprudence,  the  system  oi  laws 
by  which  this  District  was  governed  remained 
stationary,  as  they  existed  when  tbe  Disiriet 
formed  a  part  of  those  two  States.  If  the  District 
of  Colomoia  had  not  flourished  or  improved  under 
the  care  of  Congress,  what  evidence  was  there 
that  the  Military  Academy,  under  similar  eir- 
camstaoces,woaIdderiveanyadvan  lege  from  snch 
a  location  1   Mr.  F.  said,  for  his  part,  he  believed 
tbe  Military  Academy  placed  here  would  enjoy 

i'tist  the  same  advantage  that  bad  accrued  to  this 
>i8irict  from  tbe  care  of  Congress;  and^  if  the 
old  Academy  had  been  placed  here,  he  believed  it 
never  woala  bare  produced  the  same  results  as 
had  been  experienced  from  it.  His  coUeagne 
(Mr.  Cotbbbbt)  and  others  appeared  to  be  very 
anxions  to  destroy  State  feelings  and  jealousv 
and  pride— Mr.  F.  said  they  ought  to  be  desiroyea. 
But  wbyflght  tbe  shadow,  and  let  the  sabstance 
pass  1  These  feelings  of  loeal  animosity,  be  said 
were  cherished  by  other  causes  than  such  as  that 
supposed  by  iiis  colleague ;  of  these  he  would  re- 
fer to  bat  one ;  the  constant  practice  of  selectii^ 


Ministers  and  forest  officers  of  the  Government 
from  local  considerations  ;  of  taking,  for  instance, 
a  i^an  of  inferior  merit  from  one  State,  because 
there  happens  to  be  already  one  in  service  from 
the  State  from  whence  a  better  might  have  been 
selected.  To  such  practices  as  these,  he  said,  we 
must  look  for  the  nonrishmeat  of  loeal  feelings 
and  State  jealousies.  The  object  of  the  diffusion 
of  these  institutions  was  not  the  benefit  or  conve- 
nience of  tbe  States,  but  of  the  people,  and  their 
convenience  was  consulted  by  the  distribution  of 
academies  at  different  points.  In  regard  to  tbe 
arjcument  of  brotherly  affection  among  the  cadets 
being  promoted  by  collecting  them  all  together 
at  one  point,  Mr.  F.  said  there  was  no  magical 
effect  in  the  location  within  tbe  ten  miles  square. 
Every  object  in  this  respect  might  be  accom- 
plished by  their  eollectiooat  any  one  point,  where- 
ever  it  may  be,  by  a  provision,  legislative  or  other- 
wise, that  the  youth  of  the  South  should  be  placed 
io  an  academy  in  the  North,  and  vice  versa,  at 
by  having  them  intermingled  io  the  academic^ 
in  due  proportion  from  every  section,  one  among 
another.  All  the  benefits  argued  as  likely  to  pro- 
ceed from  concentration,  may  thus  be  secured. 
Mr.  F.  was,  therefore,  wholly  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Calboon  said,  the  only  question  really  be- 
fore the  House  at  this  time  appeared  to  be,  what 
was  the  best  mode  to  produce  a  national  spirit. 
That  policy,  he  said,  which  creates  tbe  best  polit- 
ical system ;  which  promotes  the  natioaal  pros- 
peritjr ;  which  provides  efficiently  for  the  national 
security ;  that  policy^  by  the  effect  of  which  every 
•part  ofthe  country  feels  itself  secure,  whilst  com- 
merce is  prosperous,  and  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures are  protected ;  that,  he  said,  was  the  pol- 
icy which  would  certainty  create  a  true  national 
feeling.  Everything  in  opjposition  to  such  t 
policy  would  end  in  sectional  feelings.  Applying 
these  general  remarks  to  tbe  present  question, 
what,  he  asked,  was  the  object  of  the  htili  To 
establisb  a  militaryschool.  What  was  the  object 
of  this  school?  To  contribute  to  the  nationftl 
security,  by  the  diffusion  of  military  knowledge. 
Whether  ooe  great  central  school  was  better  cal- 
culated to  produce  this  effect,  than  several  sepa- 
rate schools,  was  tbe  question.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
believed  it  would  not.  If  we  had  a  central  greaf 
school,  as  now  proposed,  it  would  principally  be 
filled  with  the  sons  of  wealthy  men;  of  great  and 
influential  men,  others  would  not  have  the  means 
of  sending  their  sons  abroad  for  education ;  for 
here,  certainly,  the  allowance^by  the  Qoveroment 
would  not  cover  the  expenses  ofthe  young  men. 
Where,  in- this  country,  shall  we  look  for  genius 
and  talent?  Most  indubitably  in  the  middleraoks; 
in  the  lower,  ranks  in  preference  to  the  higher: 
not  that  these  classes  actually  contain  a  greatei 
portion  of  talent,  but  that  they  have  stronger 
stimulants  to  its  exertion.  Rich  men,  being 
read^  at  the  top  of  the  ladder,  have  no  further 
motive  to  climb.  It  is  that  class  of  the  commu- 
nity who  find  it  necessary  to  strive  for  elevation, 
that  furnishes  you  with  officers.  Look,  said  Mr. 
1  C,  at  tbe  officers  who  distinguished  themselves 
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in  service  during  the  late  war.  Were  there 
«mong  them  the  eons  of  wealthy  men  or  great 
raen?  If  there  were  any  such,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
knew  of  Done.  The  rule  he  applied  waa  a  gene- 
TSl  one.  If  (he  school  were  established  here,  the 
means  of  support  afforded  by  the  Gorernment  to 
ihe  cadets  would  not  corer  their  expenses;  men 
in  moderate  circumstances  would  be  unable  to 
sendtheirsons,  and  ihe  country  would  be  deprived 
of  their  valuable  services.  The  academy  would 
be  in  a  great  measure  filled  by  the  sons  of  the 
wealthy  and  influential  men  within  four  hundred 
miles  of  this  place.  Mr.  C.  said  be  believed  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  were  more  important  than 
any  yet  on  the  tal^e  of  the  Honse,  and  as  import- 
ant as  any  that  would  come  before  the  House  at 
the  present  session.  The  way  to  render  the  na- 
tion secure,  is  not  by  maintaining  a  targe  foreign 
□rmy,  very  expensive  and  a  little  dangerous;  it 
is  not  thus  you  will  keep  up  a  proper  military 
spirit }  but  by  military  education.  Upon  the  offi- 
cers of  armies  in  a  great  measare  depends,  par- 
ticularly in  a  free  (Sovernment,  the  success  of  war. 
Free  Oovernments  always  afford  materials  for 
soldiers.  Of  the  celebrated  brigade  of  Scott,  Mr. 
C.  said,  three-fourths  of  the  privates  had  not  been 
in  service  more  than  six  months.  All  that  was 
wanted  to  make  soldiers  among  us  was  education, 
which  the  private  can  soon  acquire;  but  the 
making  of  officers  is  the  work  of  time,  particularly 
in  the  present  state  of  the  science  of  war — and  it 
was  proper,  therefore,  to  provide  amply  for  that 
object.  In  lime  of  war,  Mr.  C  said,  we  ought  to 
get  soldiers  speedily,  we  ought  to  come  into  the 
population  at  once,  by  the  measure  so  moch  rep- 
robated at  the  last  session  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  Mr.  C.  was  in  favor  of  establishing 
more  than  one  additional  military  school,  in  order 
to  diffuse,  as  far  as  possible,  military  science. 
This,  he  said  would  secure  ua  against  invasion 
from  abroad,  and,  by  making  the  militia  formida- 
ble against  despotism  at  home.  It  was  in  this 
way  that  militia  would  be  made  more  efficient 
than  in  any  other.  At  present,  the  number  of 
academies  proposed  to  be  established  might  be 
sufficient ;  but  he  hoped  that  they  woold  be  pro- 

{[ressively  increased,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
ong  before  we  should  have  one  in  every  consid- 
erable State  in  the  Union.  Mr.  C.  compared  the 
feelings  of  the  House  now  and  previous  to  the  war. 
NoWjlie  said,  we  see  everywhere  a  nationality  of 
feeling }  we  hear  sentiments  from  every  part  of 
the  House  in  favor  of  uniou.  and  against  a  sec- 
tional spirit.  What  had  prodaced  this  change? 
The  glory  acquired  by  the  late  war,  and  the  pros- 
perity which  had  followed  it.  Let  us 'direct  our 
attention,  then,  said  he,  to  the  objects  calculated 
to  accomplish  the  prosperity.and  greatness  of  the 
nation,  and  we  shall  certaiiily  create  a  national 
spirit. 

Mr.  TocEER,  after  some  general  remarks  on 
the  utility  of  institutions  of  this  desciption,  spoke 
on  the  particular  question  before  the  Hoiise.  If 
we  Were  to  have  but  one  or  even  two  academies, 
and  that  one  or  two  confined  to  a  particular  sec- 
tion of  the  UnioD,  what  would  be  the  effect  of 


this  arrangement?  To  make  t^ers  only  for 
that  part  of  the  country  where  the  schools  were 
established.  In  the  event  of  war,  where  were 
the  oflicers  to  be  found  whom  tbia  institution  is 
to  create?  If  military  instruction  were  confined 
10  one  section,  so,  necessarily,  must  be  the  selec- 
tion of  officers' for  your  armies;  and  thus  see- 
tional  feelings  will  inevitably  be  created.  By  such 
a  course,  moreover,  we  should  make  one  part  of 
ihe  country  strong,  and  another  relatively  weak. 
The  whole  argument  in  favor  of  this  bill — and 
without  the  argument  the  bill  was  nothing — was, 
that  it  was  calculated  to  create  military  power  bf 
giving  military  science.  The  very  argument  on 
which  the  whole  bill  depended,  was  a  sufficient 
argument  in  favor  of  its  being  general  in  itsscopei 
embracing  every  aection  of  the  Union.  The  ar- 
gument of  the  advantage  of  associating  young- 
men  from  every  part  of  the  country  together, 
was  not  as  forcible  as  the  considerations  wbieh 
opposed  the  proposed  limitation  of  the  nnmber 
of  academies.  If  we  were  to  have  one  only,  he 
was,  although  friendly  to  (he  Interest  of  this  DIs^ 
trict.  opposed  to  its  being  placed  here.  If.  in- 
steaa  of  the  mild  and  amiable  man  at  the  nead 
of  our  Government,  we  had  an  ambitious  indivi- 
dual there,  what  would  vhe  ask  more  of  you,  than 
to  put  all  the  military  officers  under  his  influence, 
and  thus  subject  ihem  wholly  to  his  control  ?  He 
hoped  the  House  would  decide  that  the  number 
proposed  was  few  enough,  though  there  might  be 

better  locations  perhaps  selected,  &.c  lor  there 

certainly  ought  not  to  be  an  academy  established 
at  any  place,  from  which,  for  the  safely  of  the 
cadets,  it  would  be  Decenary  at  any  season  of  the 
year  to  remove. 

Mr.  RoBERTiON,  of  Louisiana,  was  id  favor  of 
the  amendment.  It  would  be  so  expensive  trav- 
elling, that  the  constituents  of  gentlemen  from 
Virginia  and  Kentucky  would  not  bring  their 
children  to  the  school.  What  did  they  think  of 
the  situation  of  the  people  of  the  Stale  which  he 
represented  ?  Travelling  from  Carolina  or  Ken- 
tucky to  the  Seat  of  Qoveroment  might  be  expen- 
sive ;  but  the  trouble  of  going  from  Louisiana  to 
Carolina,  or  the  month  of  the  Kentucky  river; 
was  infinitely  more  so.  Tet,  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  Louisiana,  whose  interests  were  thaa 
affected,  he  felt  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
influence  of  the  general  principles  ought  to  out- 
weigh these  considerations ;  and  he  should  prove 
his  coovieiion  in  thin  respect  by  voting  for  the 
amendment.  Ideas  had  been  broaehed  this  da^, 
which,, be  said,  were  new  to  him.  How  long 
since  we  had  been  taught  to  look  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Union  to  a  military  spirit?  In  such 
a  spirit' generally  pervading  the  militia,  he  agreed,. 
the  liberties  of  the  nation  found  a  safe  protee* 
tion;  but,  instead  of  allowing  that  spirit  to  pervade 
the  community,  the  favorite  object  of  some  gen- 
tlemen was  to  erect  it  into  a  separate  and  distinct 
establishment.  Instead,  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant, he  considered  this  bill  as  one  of  the  most 
unimportant  hills  which  could  come  before  the 
House  of  a  general  nature  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. We  bad  during  the  war  lint  one  militnrr 
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school;  and  now,  in  a  state  of  peace,  ffeollemen 
bad  saddeoly  discovered  the  necessity  of  esublish- 
iag  foor  military  schools.  As  one,  Mr.  R.  said,  he 
saw  no  necercitjr  for  it.  He  preferred  to  bare  bat 
one  aemdeniy,ud  tbatat  theSeatof  Gkifernment. 
No  local  eoDsiderationa  prodaeed  this  preference 
on  his  mind,  hot  ii  arose  from  the  general  im- 
preflBion  that,  next  to  trarellio^  tbroogb  the 
coantrjr.  and  ezamiDiDg  the  habits  sod  customs 
of  its  different  parts,  the  best  way  of  extinguish* 
ing  State  jeatoosies  and  local  feelings,  was  to 
associate  the  yoaths  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
cooDtry  as  mach  as  possible.  Let  as  establish 
then,  be  said,  iostitotiona  fnr  the  ciril  and  military 
education  of  youth  within  this  District — a  Dis- 
trict belonging  not  peculiarly  to  any  part  of  the 
conotry,  but  baTiog  more  than  any  other  an  inter- 
eat  in  the  prosperity  of  every  part  of  it.  Let  us, 
said  Mr.  R.,  lay  aside  sectional  feelings;  let  us 
ooDstder  ourselves,  in  this  hall,  as  members  of  the 
Qeaeral  Oovemment ;  let  as  promote  the  genersl 
interest,  and,  my  nrord  for  it,  said  he,  the  States 
will  take  care  of  themselves.  If  a  national  io- 
fttenee  be  produced  by  the  establishment  of  a 
military  school,  would  not  the  effect  be  much 
more  g^eneral  if  the  institution  were  established 
at  the  Seat  of  Government,  than  if  at  any  other 
point  ?  He  thought  it  would ;  be  was  satisfied 
that  the  youth  of  the  country  ought  to  come  here 
for  theireducatioD,  whence  communications  could 
be  readily  made  to  every  part  of  the  country ; 
where  their  edacation  and  general  welfare  could 
be  superintended  by  those  who  annually  reside 
some  time  at  the  Seat  of  QovernmeoL  from  the  re- 
spective States,  and  where  the  mode  of  education 
could  be  generally  koowo  and  properly  appre- 
ciated. In  order  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  creation  of  a  military  spirit  distinct  from  the 
geaerai  ioierest,  and  to  give  all  possible  advan- 
tage, utility,  and  economy  to  the  establishment, 
he  was  in  lavor  of  the  amendment. 
'  Mr.  SaioBAirr  was  in  ftvor  of  the  amendment, 
became  he  considered  one  academy  as  sufficient, 
in  addition  to  the  one  now  in  existence;  bat  be 
WM  oppMed  to  placing  the  new  academy  within 
the  District  of  Columbia.  He  considered  this  io- 
atitution  as  a  school  for  soldiers.  If  the  course  of 
edaeatiOB  shoald  consume  foar  years,  under  the 
plan  proposed  by  this  bill,  there  would  be  annu- 
ally oiscbarged  from  the  academy  (having  com- 
pleted their  military  education}about  two  hundred 

ionngmen.  The  present  Army  Establishment, 
[r.  S.  said, embraced  about  five  hundred  officers, 
he  believed.  The  number,  therefore,  who  would 
anDually  complete  their  military  education,  would 
be  much  greater  than  could  be  employed  in  the 
Army,  which  was  the  object  of  their  instruction 
at  the  public  expense.  It  had  been  said,  that  they 
would  make  officers  for  the  militia;  hut,  after 
coming  out  of  the  schools,  if  they  were  not  pot 
into  the  Arm^,  ifaey  most  betake  themselves  to 
other  occapations,  and  «onld  soon  lose  in  other 
parsaits  the  military  knowledge  they  had  gained ; 
the  soldier  would  he  sunk  in  the  citisen.  Allow 
ten  years  to  elapse  after  the  eoncliision  of  his 
«diwation,  before  his  talents  are  pot  to  nse,  and 
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the  cadet  will  be  but  little  superior  in  military 
capacity  to  the  general  mass  of  the  community. 
It  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  this  bill  was 
calculated  to  give  an  unreasonable  extension  to 
the  idea  of  military  education,  thouffh  he  ap- 
proved of  a  reasonable  increase  of  the  present 
system.  If  four  academies  were  establiabed  in 
different  sections  of  the  country,  other  sections 
would  come  forward  and  put  in  their  claims ;  and 
Congress  would  be  constantly  pressed,  by  the 
strong  motive  of  gratifying  particular  sections  of 
the  country,  to  increase  the  number,  without  a 
deliberate  regard  to  the  actual  wants  of  the  conn- 
try.  The  argument  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Mas- 
sachnsetts,  (Mr.  Hdlbert,)  in  favor  of  the  number 
of  three,  was,  that  it  was  difficult  to  produce  a 
consentaneous  sentiment  in  favor  of  one  place; 
it  was,  in  substance,  that  we  must  have  four,  be- 
cause we  ought  to  have  t*o.  Mr.  8.  said,  he  had 
heard  nothing  going  to  show  that  the  establish- 
ment at  West  Point  could  not  be  sufficiently  ex- 
tended ;  and  for  his  part,  he  said,  he  should  prefer 
that  course.  A  great  deal  had  been  said  of  na- 
tional spirit  and  national  feelings,  which  would 
be  cultivated,  it  was  argued,  by  the  establishment 
of  the  additional  academy  at  this  place.  If  he 
were  to  hazard  an  opinion  on  this  subject^  it  would 
be,  that  tbis  was  the  worst  place  in  the  Union  to 
establish  an  academy.  If  political  or  party  dis- 
sension inflames  any  part  of  the  conotry,  is  not 
this  the  place  in  which  it  burns  with  intense  heat? 
It  must,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  be  so. 
How,  then,  can  you  expect  jroung  men,  assembled 
here,  to  escape  its  contagion?  He  placed  the 
question  in  another  view.  He  said  that  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  youth  from  their  homes  and  from 
society,  and  placing  them  at  a  distance,  where 
they  are  all  equally  strangers,  and  where  there 
are  no  lines  of  distiactioa,  would  make  them  as 
brothers,  would  give  to  them  alt  a  common  in- 
terest and  common  object.  He  shonld,  in  this 
view,  consider  West  Point  or  Harpers  Ferry  as 
a  better  situation  for  the  academy  than  any  pop- 
ulous city.  At  those  points^  the  young  men  as- 
sembled wontd  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  S.  acknowledged  the  force  of  the 
argument,  that  you  do  a  great  deal  towards  crea- 
ting a  national  feeling,  by  giving  os  something 
worthy  of  our  respect.  Make  our  country  strong, 
and  yon  make  men  proud  of  it.  Apply  the  a^- 
meot.  Would  this  effect,  he  asked,  be  produced 
by  dividing  the  military  talent  we  possess  among 
diSerent  institutions?  No,  the  object  would  be 
defeated,  unless  men  who  excel  in  the  different 
branches  of  science  could  be  found  for  instructors ; 
and  he  much  doubted  whether  there  could  be  ob- 
tained, with  the  indncements  offered  by  this  bill, 
men  of  proper  abilities  and  attainments  for  four 
Military  Academies.  He  would  greatly  prefer  to 
extend  the  Academy  at  West  PoinL  The  dis- 
tance from  some  sections  of  the  Union  was  oot 
so  great  an  object  as  was  represented.  It  mat- 
tered nothing  to  the  young  soldier  whether  he 
was  an  hundred  or  a  thousand  miles  from  home. 
He  who  takes  to  that  occupation  knows  before- 
hand it  is  one  of  privation  and  hardship,  and  he 
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eipecU  to  meet  with  both  from  the  momeot  he 
takes  the  sword  in  hand.  The  distance  from  bis 
home  is  to  bim  of  qo  consequeDce.  Id  briDgio; 
young  men  all  together  at  ooe  place,  Coagress 
woala  do  something,  he  said,  towards  promoting 
that  national  feeling  and  harmony  of  sentiment 
vhiQh  is  so  often  spoken  of.  If  it  eoald  be  shown 
that  one  iiutitutioa  would  not  educate  as  manv 
young  men  as  were  necessary  to  be  instructed, 
then  the  ground  would  be  fairly  laid  for  increas- 
ing the  number.  Unless  it  should  be,  he  should 
Tote  against  the  number  proposed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
three,  and  inserting  one,  and  decided  in  the  affir* 
^  mative — yeas  91. 

The  question  to  make  the  corresponding  amend- 
ment in  the  section,  riz :  to  strike  out  all  respect- 
ing the  location  of  the  academies,  except  what 
relates  to  the  one  proposed  to  be  established  in 
the  District  of  Colombia,  was  also  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  PiouRiNO  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and 
inaertj  '*at  or  near  Harper's  Ferry,  on  the  Po- 
tomac." 

On  siijggesiion  of  Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  Piokbumo 
Taried  his  moUon  so  as  to  confine  it  to  striking 
out  the  District  of  Columbia,  leaving  a  blank  to 
be  filled  as  the  House  might  think  proper. 

The  motion,  so  varied,  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative by  a  large  majority.  So  the  District 
was  put  out  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Ct.AT  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
section  with  the  words  "PiitBbuig.at  the  junction 
of  the  Allegtuuiy  and  Monongahela  rivers." 

This  motion  being  under  consideration,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  lo  sit  a|^in. 

Wedhesdat,  January  3, 

Mr.  SEaoBANT  presented  a  petition  of  Charles 
Stewart,  laie  commander  of  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, on  behalf  of  himself,  and  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  said  frinte,  setting  forth  that,  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Briuin,  he  captured  the 
]3ritish  ship  the  Levant,  and  sent  her  into  a  port 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Government  of  Por- 
tugal, from  whence  she  was  forcibly  retaken  by 
the  British  forces ;  and  praying  that  the  value  of 
said  ship  Diay  be  paid  to  himsei£  his  (tf&cers,  and 
men,  as  prize  money. 

Mr.  Ingham  presented  a  oetition  of  John  Mc- 
Cauly,  prize  agent  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  brig 
Syteo,  praying  to  be  paid  for  a  vessel  captured 
by  the  said  brig,  during  the  late  war  v^h  the 
Bey  and  Regency  of  Tripoli,  which  was  after- 
wards taken  into  the  Naval  service  of  the  United 
Btatci. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiurs. 

Mr.  TiKKBB,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  an  edition  of  such  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  as  relate  exclusively  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Desba.  the  Committee  of 
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Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing,  by 
laW;  a  port  of  entry  at  Maysville,  in  the  State  of 

Kentucky. 

MONEY  LOST  BY  A  PURSER. 

Mr.  Yanobt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  F.Rd£ 
gers,  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

Thtt  the  petitioner  was  parser  of  the  United  States 
ship  Adams,  which  was  destn^ed  at  Peoobacot  to  pre- 
vent her  Ailing  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  that  the 
petitioner  states  that  he  was  directed  by  the  e^itain  of 
the  Adams,  about  the  90th  Aognst,  1814,  to  obtain 
&<HU  .the  navy  agent  at  Portland,  money  to  pay  th* 
crew,  whkh  be  did  to  the  amoont  of  abont  91,800; 
ib»tf  befine  he  had  an  oppcntnnity  of  paying  the  aaine 
over  to  the  crew,  tte  enemy  appeared  m  great  ftree  on 
the  river,  and  that  he  deemed  it  pmdent  and  sale  to 
d^raaite  the  money  for  aafe^eeping  with  GMieial 
Croal^,  who  was  then  acting  as  agent  of  Um  ship. 

It  wpears  to  the  committee,  fitom  the  affidavit 
General  Crosby,  that  the  petitioner,  at  the  time  of  tho 
attaik  on  the  Adams,  handed  to  Um  a  check  on  thn 
Portland  Bank  for  $800,  and  a  bundle  of  p^er  moBsj, 
which  General  Crosby  did  not  count,  bnt  wUdi  th« 
petitioner  has  since  stated  to  him  contained  Cl,000  ; 
that  the  dieck  and  bundle  of  money  which  were  given 
to  bim  were  deposiled  in  a  small  trunk ;  and  that,  on 
the  near  approach  of  the  enemy,  the  General  directed 
his  little  sou  to  carry  the  trank  into  the  adjacentwood, 
and  that  he,  being  alarmed  by  the  firing,  dropped  it 
and  fled.  The  tnmk  was  afterwards  ibnnd,  and  wao 
plnadered,  and  one  of  the  pRsoni  supeeted  of  ^ 
phinder  panned  and  detected  with  the  cheek  and 
in  bis  poMssion.  The  petitiraer  states  that  he  liaa 
been  able  to  get  only  9S00  of  that  and  the  cheek.  He 
piaysirf  Coagress  ttiat  an  aet  mwbe  paMsd,  giving 
bim  a  credit  in  Ua  aeeonnt  with  tta  Umled  SMaa  of 
$800. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  a  lull  oonsidera* 
tion  of  all  tbe  cirenmstancea  of  this  case,  that.the  peti- 
tioner is  not  entitled  to  relief  and  thnefiMreoonuMnd 
to  the  Honae  the  ibUowing  resolntion ; 

lUaohtd,  That  die  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Yanoet  also  rcpwted  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  George  S.  Wise,  which  was  read  twic^  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Honan 
to*  morrow. 

MILITARY  ACADEMIES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
(he  Whole,  on  tbe  bill  for  the  establishment  of 
Military  Academies. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  withdrew  the  motion  he 
had  jresterday  made  to  place  the  only  academy 
remaining  on  the  bill  at  Pittsburg;  and  in  lieu 
thereof  moved  to  establish  it  at  or  near  the  mouth 
of  Licking  River  on  tbe  Ohio,  not  as  a  point  he 
preferred,  because  he  thought  better  situations 
than  that  might  be  selected,  but  because  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  had  originally  decided 
in  favor  of  that  site.  Mr.  C.  arged  various  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  this  location  of  tbe  additional 
academy. 
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The^atstion  on  thts  motioD  was  dwijtd  io 
iba  Hfatire-^  lo  58. 

A  motioo  of  Mr.  Cxnncn,  to  iotert  Nnshrille 
ia  the  Blate  of  TeBMMe,  met  with  bo  better 
sneeaes,  theie  betag  oalf  aboat  fifty  TOtes  ia  favor 
d'it. 

Mr.  LdviB  ibeD  mored  to  insert  in  the  blank 
Harper's  Fc^,  in  tbe  Sute  of  Virginia. 

This  motion  was  opposed  at  soae  length  by 
Mr.  Wbiobt,  wiM  preferred  the  original  propo- 
siiioa  to  estaunb  thiae  additional  Muitary  Acad* 
aaiea;  ba<  if  only  one  vera  to  be  established,  be 
imdd  wish  to  aee  iteatablished  fotiber  Sonib. 

Mr.  Liwu*a  propenlion  met  vtih  no  faTor, 
there  being  bvt  15  or  Ifl  Totes  ia  the  a&iaaXiTe. 

Mr.  BaSmmM  then  moved  to  ineert  Cftrliale^ 
ia  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.— This  proposilian 
iceeired  nfaoot  the  same  nvmber  of  votes  as  tbe 
last. 

Mr.Baaaooft  had  preferred  greatly  tbe  Disirict 
of  Colombia,  if  only  one  additional  academy  was 
to  be  esfeawished ;  bat,  as  tbe  House  bad  departed 
ftooB  the  Disttiet,  be  thongbt  the  poiitiea  of  the 
academy  oogbt  to  be  determined  by  goegraphioal 
eoosideratioos,  having  refereaee  to  the  one  already 
ssiaUished.  Uader  tbe  impression  that  this  was 
apoiot  which  eombiaed  geographical  with  local 
imniage^  he  moved  Abin^on,  ia  the  State  of 
Virnnia. 

lu.  tenrPBT,  the  Repraseatative  from  that  dis- 
iriei,  stated  the  precise  bearings  of  Abingdon,  and 
tbe  advutuae  which  reeommeod  it  to  the  atten- 
liOB  of  the  Hooae. 

Mr.  Camxoii  ^alEa  in  favor  of  Knaxrille,  in 
Teweaeee,  in  prcMrrace  to  Abingdon ;  in  whoeh 
idea  he  wa*  supported  by  Mr.  WniOHT. 

Mr.  BAaaODB  having  withdrawn  his  motion, 
to  allow,  the  qaeMion  to  be  taken  on  Bjaoxville, 
theiei^ipearcd  to  be  in&vmrof  thMplaoeSirotes} 
against  it  63. 

So  tbe  Hoosa  decided  to  insert  KnocvUle,  in 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  WiLBB  then  moved  to  strike  oat  the  whole 
of  the  first  setttion,  except  the  enacting  claase, 
Md  in  lientbeieof  to  insert  a  provision  aaUioriziog 
the  eBtablishmeat  by  tbe  Bzeontive  of  one  or 
more  Military  Academies,  not  exceeding  three, 
u  sach  placm  as  the  President  of  the  Unitd 
fitea<aa  shall  prescribe. 

Hr.CAuooN  aooved  to  amend  the  omendmeat 
by  strikiDg  oat  the  words  one  or  more,  nnd  in- 
serting three.— Negatived. 

After  some  debate,  Mr.  Wilde's  motion  was 
Mjeated  by  a  te»e  majority. 

Mr.  Root,  after  some  prefotory  observatioaa 
and  sabaeqneot  tlltistratioas,  foaaded  on  what  he 
conceived  the  abuse  of  the  benefits  of  these  iosti' 
taiions.  by  their  being  diverted  to  tbe  purposes  of 
general  edocation  of  their  sobs  by  those  wealthy 
or  infiaential  men  who  sained  their  sons  admis- 
sion there,  moved  the  following  ameodment  to 
titelRil: 

"Thftt  no  <Man1i<iat»  for  a  cedst  (except  ss  hstein. 
•Aer  provided)  shaU  be  admitted  mto  any  of  Uie  sosd. 
saMs  irfbrMMid,  who  shall  not  be  mider  the  sg«  of 
twen^-mM  yeai«  nor  until  after  he  shall  have  been 
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sxaiBiBed  by  the  said  profosson  and  tsadiem.  <»  a 
minority  of  them,  and  fbond  to  be  well  versed  in  tbe 
Latin,  ureak,  French  sod  Spaiush  lansnsgas ;  in  huH 
toiy  sad  geegrspby,  in  the  Tsiioiu  branches  of  the 
mathematics,  inaaaioff  trigonotnetry,  geometry,  and 
in  moral,  natural  and  experimental  philMopby  and  as. 
tronomj,  and  shall  then,  with  approbation  in  writing 
of  his  father,  mother,  or  guardian,  as  the  esse  may  re- 
quire, engage,  a  regular  eagegement,  to  serve  for 
the  tenn  of  five  year%  unless  sooner  promoted  or  ^ 
charged ;  and  in  esse  he  shall  absent  himself  without 
leave,  or  be  discharged  for  aoy  other  cause  than  last- 
ing dt^Uity  of  body  or  mind,  or  in  case  of  promotion 
shall  refiue  or  negleet  to  accept  thereof,  or  shall  resign 
within  three  years  theresfter,  for  any  otiier  cause  than 
as  dMve^mentioned,  die  fitdter,  mouier,  or  guardian,  aa 
the  ease  may  Mfidre,  shall  fbifiit  and  pi^  to  die  Unt 
ted  Slates,  tbe  fall  amoontof  the  psyand  smolmnentB 
of  snch  eadat,  dniing  bis  contjnuanes  at  any  of  tfie 
said  aeademiess  Prowidedt  nseo^Ae&ss.  Thatwhenevst 
it  shall  appear  to  tbe  President  that  any  young  man,  of 
natural  abilitiss,  is  desirous  of  entering  as  a  ndet  into 
sny  of  the  ssid  seademies,  and  it  stull  be  certified  in 
writing,  by  his  parent  or  goardisn,  that  be  or  she  ia 
unable  to  educate  Ids  or  bsr  son  or  ward,  and  the 
veri^  of  such  certificate  shall  be  satts&ctorUy  estab- 
lished, it  shall  be  lawfiU  for  the  President  to  authoriie 
bis  admissiou.  into  any  of  the  said  academies,  upon 
the  terms  heretofore  in  practice  at  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point ;  and  provided,  also,  that  any  ounw 
ber  of  cadets  above  tbe  age  of  fourteen,  and  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  exceeding  the  number 
limited  in  and  1^  this  set,  msy  be  adinitted  into  my 
of  the  said  aeadetaie^  and  dieeharged  on  the  request 
ci  Hub  respe^ve  punts  or  gua^ians,  on  eloming 
and  snbmsling  themselves  and  iriihont  leeetving  p^ 
or  rathms  ftem  dw  United  Smtas." 

This  amendment  was  n^tired  by  a  consider- 
able majority. 

The  question  being  on  the  Commiuee*8  rising 

and  reporting  tbe  bilT  as  amended— 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massaohasetu,  said,  that  bad  he 
beensatisfied  with  thecoarseof  this  debate, or  could 
have  hoped  for  such  a  decision  on  this  bill  as  he 
eould  aeijniesee  10*  be  should  not  have  troubled  the 
Housewitbonyotwervatioasihereon.  Oeoilemea 
appeared  to  take  many  things  for  granted  00  thia 
occasion,  which,  for  one,  be  was  not  diapoaed  to 
ooncede;  particularly  the  power  of  Coogresa  to 
pose  the  bill  in  iu  present  lorm,  and  the  expedi- 
ency of  doing  it.  In  what  part  of  the  Constitnr 
tioB  do  we  find,  said  he,  the  power  for  estabtishr 
ing  these  academic^  or  indeed  oay  seminaries  of 
learning?  But  1  pray  you,  sir,  let  me  not  be 
mistuderstood  upon  this  en^ect;  let  it  not  be 
supposed  that  I  wish  to  close  any  doot  of  iafjir- 
mation  which  it  is  possible  for  us  to  keep  open. 
No,  sir;  but  1  could  have  wished  that  much  of 
our  treasure  which  has  been  wasted  iu  useless 
objects,  could  have  been  devoted  to  tbe  canse 
of  science ;  but  this  power  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  delegated  to  us  by  the  people.  Their 
money  is  not  to  be  bestowed  by  us  on  any  indi- 
vidual, unless  for  services  tendered.  It  may  he 
Kupposed  by  many,  that  this  bill  is  siinilar  in  its 
provisions  to  that  esublisbing  the  present  Miliury 
Academy  at  West  Point  j  bat  they  vary  totally 


lUaUmyAmdmim. 


Digitized  by 


m 


BISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


440 


H.  o?R. 


MilUar^  Aoademie*. 


JahuabT}  18M. 


in  principle  anil  featares.        the  36th  Bcetioo  of 
that  act  whtoh  passed  in  March,  1808,  soon  arter 
Mr.  JefTersoD  came  ioio  office,  and  was  for  fixing 
the  Miliiarjr  Peace  BsIabUshmeat,  the  President 
was  aothorized  to  organize  a  corps  of  engineers, 
to  consist  of  one  principal  engineer,  six  assistant 
jeogineers,  and  len  cadets,  with  power  of  promo- 
tion— but  at  no  time  to  exceed  twentjr  officers 
and  cadets;  hj  the  27th  sectioa  tbejr  were  sta- 
tioned at  West  Point,  and  were  to  eooatitate  a 
Mitiurjr  Academy,  bat  were  sabject,  at  all  times 
to  do  duly  Id  such  places,  and  on  sacbi  service  as 
tbe  President  migbt  direct.  Thns  ihey  were,  to 
eveiT  extent,  a  part  of  ttu  Milttary  Peace  Estab* 
lishmeni,  and  were  organized  as  oiber  troops  are ; 
not  so  the  establishments  contemplated  by  this 
bill;  which  goes  to  alter  the  present  Establish- 
ment^ and  to  convert  the  whole  into  seminaries  of 
learning,  and  tbe  cadets  into  students  in  the  ra- 
rious  arts  and  sciences — without  any  services  to 
be  rendered  to  the  public  for  the  expense  which 
must  be  incurred  in  their  education.   Aod  at  the 
end  of  three  or  fire  years,  they  are  thrown  back 
upon  society,  with  nothing  bat  their  swords  to 
carre  their  wajr  to  fortune  and  to  power.   It  is 
not  (insistent,  sir,  with  tbe  principles  of  our  in- 
fttituiions,  with  the  genius  of  our  Republican 
Government,  to  form  and  cherish  a  body  of  this 
kind;  mere  soldiers  of  fortune.  Gtenllemen  say 
that  they  are  to  be  educated  to  form  officers  for 
ooz  standing  army,  and  for  the  militia.   I  thought, 
sir,  at  the  last  session,  when  you  fixed  your  Mili- 
tary Establishmeot— your  standing  armjr  in  time 
of  peace— «t  ten  thousand  men,  three  times  the 
numberof  your  PeaceEstablishment  under  Wa8h< 
Uteroif  and  Adahb,  and  four  thousand  more  than 
was  first  voted  in  this  House— the  principal  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  so  targe  an  establishment  was, 
that  it  would  afford  us  a  sufficient  number  of  well 
instructed  officers,  should  we  again  be  iarolred 
in  war.   But,  sir,  how  are  these  cadets  to  be  in- 
corporated as  officers  into  your  present  Army  7 
Do  you  intend  they  shall  supersede  the  veteran 
officers  of  the  line?   Will  that  promote  harmony 
in  the  ranks,  or  reward  merit  in  your  officers? 
Let  them  answer  the  question. 

In  what  part  of  our  Constitution  then,  sir,  do 
we  find  our  power  to  establish  academies  on  the 

Kioeiide  contemplated  by  this  bill?  I  shall  pro* 
bly  be  pointed  to  our  power  "  to  raise  and 
sQp|M>rt  armies."  But  do  these  cadets  form  any 
portion  of  our  Army?  Is  it  even  intended,  were 
they  capaUe,that  they  should  do  duty  as  soldiers? 
Not  at  all.  Sir,  1  do  no  not  like  this  mode  of  le- 
gislating the  people  out  of  their  rights  and  their 
property,  by  degrees ;  you  first  pass  a  law,  organ- 
izing a  corps  ofengineers  and  cadets,  provide  for 
their  instruction,  for  an  equivalent  in  duty  and 
service  to  be  rendered  by  them,  and  place  them 
in  a  Military  Academy ;  you  now  convert  this 
Military  Academy  into  a  seminary  of  learning 
generally,  take  away  the  equivalent,  and  educate 
the  young  men  who  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to 
gain  admission  there,  at  tbe  public  expense.  If 
yon  can  thns  constitutionally  educate  eight  hun- 
«red  young  men,  why  not  eight  ihoosand— why 


not,  indeed,  all  the  youth  of  the  country?— there 
would,  indeed,  be  some  equality  in  this  latter  case, 
as  all  the  people  would  then  be  equally  benefited. 

Granting,  however,  for  the  argument,  that  you 
have  the  power  to  pass  this  bill — where  is  the 
necessity  or  the  expediency  of  doing  it?  As  I 
before  remarked,  and  as  was  on  a  former  occasion 
contended  by  all  those  who  now  advocate  this 
bill,  will  not  your  standing  army  of  ten  thousand 
men  afford  you  officers  sufficient— better  i  nstrncled 
and  aeeostomed  to  command?  Nor,  sir.  is  the 
expense  of  this  establishment  to  be  overlooked. 
Rid  youTselTCs  of  the  arrearages  of  the  Isle 
war,  before  you  make  too  many  prepnrations 
for  another.  Revive  public  credit;  replenish  yoor 
Treasury ;  do  justice  to  the  Army  and  Nary, 
which  have  fought  your  battles,  and  preserrM 
you  in  tbe  hour  of  peril — as  far,  I  mean,  as  the 
Government  put  it  in  their  power  to  serve  their 
country.  Pay  the  veteran  soldier  and  seaman, 
who  have  survived  the  storm  of  war,  the  pituoce 
that  is  due  to  them.  Pay  their  pensions  to  the 
maimed  and  bait,  for  the  legs  and  arms  vhich 
you  have  caused,  by  yoor  war,  to  be  severed  from 
ifaem ;  and,  "  if  you  can  administer  to  a  mind 
diseased,"  comfort  and  bind  up  tbe  broken  henrta 
of  tbe  widow  and  fatherless. 

But,  sir,  plausible  as  the  reasons  are  which  have 
been  urged  by  some  in  favor  of  this  bill,  harm- 
less as  some  of  iu  features  may  appear,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  what  is  thus  shown  to  the  puUie  are 
only  the  ostensible  purposes  for  which  it  is  re- 
commended. For  tbe  real  purposes,  we  must  go 
to  the  dark  recesses  of  the  palace,  or  the  still  more 
dark  recesses  of  tbe  mind  of  tbe  President,  or  of 
bis  declared  successor.  We  must|;o  to  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  at  the  opening  of  tbe  ses- 
sion, for  the  origin  and  purpose  of  this  bill.  And 
I  agree  with  my  honorabfe  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Hdlbbbt,)  that  a  good  measure  is 
not  to  be  rejected  because  offered  by  a  person 
whom  we  distrust;  and  when  such  a  meaaare  is 
offered,  let  it  be  by  what  hand  it  may,  I  will  go 
as  far  as  that  honorable  gentleman  in  support  of 
it,  if  it  has  for  its  object  tbe  interest  of  the  peo- 

Sle  or  tbe  welfare  of  oar  country.  But  oonfi- 
eaee  is  said  to  be  a  plant  of  alow  growth,  ud 
the  honorable  ^mtleiiuin  will  pardon  me,  if  I  can- 
not go  with  him  from  the  highest  distrast  of,  to 
the  greatest  confidence  in,  the  intentions  nnd 
views  of  tbe  present  Chief  Magistrate.  Look  at 
the  tenth  and  eleventh  pages  of  the  Message. 
He  there,  first,  recommends,  as  an  improvement 
in  our  Militarjr  Establishment,  the  oqpinization 
of  a  corps  of  invalids.  A  bill  for  tbis  purpose 
has  been  acted  upon  hj  tbe  House.  Next  an  en- 
largement of  the  Military  Academy,  and  the 
establishmeot  of  others  in  other  sections  of  the 
Union.  This  is  attempted  by  the  present  bill- 
He  goes  on:  "And  I  cannot  press  too  much  on 
'  tbe  attention  of  Congress  such  a  classification 
'  and  organization  of  the  militia  as  will  mostef- 
<  fectually  reader  it  the  safeguard  of  a  free  State.** 
Free  State,  indeed  I  How  long  would  any  coon- 
try  remain  free  with  the  whole  phyoioal  Son* 
thereof  in  the'  hands  of  the  Chielf  Magistrate? 
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We  wtll  Dndcratand,  air,  what  this  mild  term 
damficatMn  metss.    It  waa  urged  apon  as. 
pmsed  upoa  us,  st  the  last  sessioo^  in  the  odious 
form  of  a  Freaeh  eoosoription.   Yes,  bir ;  the 
sons  or  America,  the  hopes  of  their  country  aud 
of  their  families,  were  to  be  lorn  from  the  arms 
of  their  pareuu  tod  haraened  to  the  eharioii  of 
war.   Yes,  sir;  ilit^  rirtooas  measure  was,  ia- 
deed,  prested  opcw  ut  bf  the  then  Srcretarjr  of 
War,  BOW  Seenlarjr  of  State,  and  heir  apparent 
of  the  PresMeaejr.    "With  this  aobjeet,"  says 
year  PrcaidcBi,  is  fotimately  connected  the  ne- 
ecssiiy  of  aceommodatiDg  the  laws,  in  erery  re- 
spect, to  the  great  olyeet  of  enabliag  the  political 
tathority  of  the  Uaion,"  (tneaoiDg  himself.)  **  to 
employ  promptly  and  effectually,"  (yes,  without 
aoy  control  of  the  Slates,)  "the  physical  power 
of  the  UDioo,"  abat  is,  the  bayonets,)  '/in  the 
ewes  desigaatied  by  lh«  Coastitution that  is,  to 
execttte  conscription  aad  embargo  laws ;  to  sup- 
press iosorreetions  which  his  owo  tyranny  and 
oppression  may  have  caused;  and  to  repel  inva- 
sTOtts  which  bis  own  rashness  and  folly,  ax  in 
the  late  war,  ioTited.   Grant  the  power,  by  this 
mbon  paragraph  of  the  Message  requested  with  so 
naoeh  earnestneai^nnd  derate  ao  ambitioos  blood- 
ihiratj  viUain  to  the  Presidency^  and  the  liberties 
of  thiaconntry  wonU  nirt  snrvire  a  year  of  bis 
Adoiiniatmtion.  Aad  if  the  people,  or  their  rep- 
rcscBUtiTOi  do  gfant  this  powefj  and  thereby 
raise  the  aword  to  iheir  throaty  it  is  to  be  hoped 
tJwt  our  then  master  would,  in  mercy,  eren  end 
oar  miseries  with  our  liret.  But,  eir,  your  Presi- 
dent is  not  to  have  this  power,  though  be  seek  it 
with  tears ;  he  has  not  made  that  correct  use  of 
the  power  which  he  now  unfortunately  possesses, 
that  we  should  feel  perfectly  safe  In  snrrendering 
our  liberties  into  bis  handn. 

But,  sir,  the  real  object  of  this  bill  is  Bxecu- 
lire  patronage.  Patronage  is  written  in  erery 
feature  of  it.  The  President  is  not  to  organize 
this  corps  as  other  military  corps  are,  but  he  ix  to 
mppoint  the  eight  hundred  cadets.  A  fine  oppor* 
tantty  to  provide  for  the  young  fry  of  the  Ad- 
ninisimuon,  the  mere  nnderbrush  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  royal  cousins  of  the  Palace. 
He,  beanrb^bad  it  in  hia  power  to  provide  for  the 
old  birds  of  ibe  Administration,  and,  to  do  them 
jvstice,  they  have  well  feathered  their  nests,  and 
Uieir  gaping,  unfledged  offspring  will  now  be  fed 
from  the  biH  of  the  Gorerament,  Sir,  this  is  not 
DMre  sospicion.  This  bill  puis  it  in  the  power  of 
the  President  to  indulge  the  most  odious  favorit- 
ien,  and,  from  what  his  been  done  on  other  occa- 
sions, (here  15  no  doubt  this  power  will  be  abused. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  the  State  of  New 
York  (Mr.  Root)  bus  proved  that  abuses  have 
crept  into  the  instiiutioa  at  West  Point— that 
none  but  the  sons  of  the  rich  and  the  powerful  can 
gnin  admiiuoce  there.  And  the  most  odious  par- 
tiality is  manifested  in  some  of  the  appointments 
in  the  Navy,  particularly  of  midshipmen.  Mere 
children,  of  the  favored  few,  have  bwn  appointed, 
who  never  were  on  board  a  ship  of  ww,  and  have 
nothing  of  tbeacamnn  nboot  them  except  the  an- 
•hor  on  their  hattona ;  and  this,  loo,  to  the  ex- 


clusion of  many  brave  and  deserving  sailors, 
masteks,  and  mates,  whom  your  restrictive  acts 
drove  from  the  merchants'  employ.  I  know  of 
many  improper  appointments  01  this  kind ;  some 
in  this  very  ciiy.  However,  they  belonged  to  the 
royal  cousins.  It  is  a  shame,  sir,  that  the  brave 
Nav^y  of  this  country  should  suffer  by  such  gross 

Krtiality.  Many,  able  and  willing  to  serve  on 
ard  onr  gallant  Navy,  dear  to  their  friends  nnd 
an  ornament  to  their  country,  despairing  of  ob- 
taining belter  senriee,  have  been  compelled  fay 
the  pressore  of  the  war.  to  seek  enploy  and  8a|^ 
port  on  board  your  private  armed  vessels ;  and  in 
too  many  casn  their  lives  have  been  a  forfeit  to 
their  necessities.  And,  sir,  what  will  be  the  eon- 
sequences  of  these  abusive  appointmenis  in  yonr 
Navy  ?  These  boys,  always  thus  thrown  in  at 
the  cabin-windows,  will,  from  the  dates  of  their 
commissions  as  midshipmen,  be  preferred  to  the 
hardy  seaman  who  has  weathered  many  a  gale  at 
sea,  escaped  the  perils  of  the  ocean,  and  survived 
the  shock  of  battle.  This  must  not,  nay,  shall 
not  be.  The  Navy  is  the  darling  of  the  people. 
They  will  protect  it. 

The  friends  of  this  bill  have  introduced  many 
things  into  the  debate  which  have  no  connexion 
with  the  subject.  An  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Cnrolina,  (Mr.  CALHOnH,)  whose  intelli- 
gence and  aeutenese  we  often  liave  occasion  to 
admire,  congratuhtes  himself  and  the  Honaa  on 
the  expression  of  national  feeling  nnd  patriotiaoa, 
which  he  thinks  he  can  discover  in  the  conntrjT) 
and  which  he  is  pleased  to  ascribe  to  What  be  is 
pleased  to  call,  me  glory  and  muxtm  (Ac  war. 
Glory  and  success  of  the  war  I  Where  in  the 
name  of  God  does  he  discover  this  glory  and  suc- 
cess? I  have  often  read  this  language  in  party 
prints,  devoted  to  the  powers  that  are,  aad  it  may 
have  been  attended  with  success  io  taverns  and 
grog-shops— not  that  I  wonid  insinuate  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  gains  his  iatelligeoee  from 
these  corrupt  sources — bis  spirit  and  independence 
are  above  them.  I  say,  sir,  this  language  may 
have  issued  from  these  corrupt  sourees^nt  1 
never  expected  to  hear  it  on  this  floor.  Where, 
let  me  ask  the  honorable  gentleman,  nre  we  to 
look  for  this  glory  nnd  anceess"  - where  will  for- 
eign nations  Took  for  it?  When  yon  declared 
the  late  war;  when  this  House  published  their 
far-famed  manifesto,  which  I  believe  that  hoaor- 
able  gentleman  himself  had  a  band  io  composing, 
(and  it  was  an  honor  to  the  head,  whatever  it 
might  be  to  the  heart  that  drew  11,)  yon  pro- 
claimed to  the  world  the  wrongs  nnd  the  iaaolta 
you  had  suffered,  and  intimated  that  the  sword 
you  drew  was  not  to  be  sheathed  until  they  were 
redressed,  and  future  aggressions  provided  against. 
Let  me  ask,  then,  sir,  have  you  obtained  a  single 
object  for  which  you  drew  the  sword  ?  Look  at 
your  declaration — your  causes  of  war — and  see  if 
you  find  ooe  of  them  provided  for  in  your  Treaty 
of  Peace.  Injuries  which  you  declared  must  be 
redressed,  or  this  would  cease  to  be  an  independ- 
ent nation— they  are  not  only  not  provided  for, 
but  abandoned,  surrendered,  given  op  to  your 
enemy.  Sir,  had  this  been  a  eoaqutted  eoantry, 
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onr  Mioisters  on  then  knees  Wore  tbeir  lisagfaty 
eonqaeror,  with  his  drawn  sword  at  theirAhremts, 
terms  more  hanailiating  eonld  not  have  beeo  dic- 
tated. Too  give  up  yoQF  Mitors— ay,  free  trade 
and  sailors'  rights,"  and  ail— give  updefinitioD  of 
Uoekade— give  up  Tiolaied  neutral  rights,  aad 
leave  a  portion  of  your  own  country  (Moose  Iil- 
'■nd)  in  the  posseseioo  of  the  eoemy,  till  they 
shall  be  pleased  lo  decide  whether  yonr  own  coun- 
try does  or  not  belong  to  yoa.  Glory  and  suc- 
cess, indeed !  But  do  not  for  a  moment  imagioe, 
sir,  that  I  would  in  the  least  detract  from  the 
well'earDed  fame  of  your  g&llaat  Navy,  and  cer- 
tain individuals  and  corps  of  your  Army;  bni  this 
ezclosiTely  belongs  to  them.  Sir,  the  more  meri- 
torious, as  they  were  so  miserably  seconded  by 
the  Qoremmeni.  The  very  name  of  your  Nary 
auimates  the  patriot's  bosom.  The  constellation 
of  her  heroes  shall  "shine  as  the  brightness  of 
Che  firmainent,  and  as  the  slara  forerer  and  ever." 

Sir,  yovr  Qorernment  it  not  yet  Mebtified  with 
t4ie  Navy,  nor  the  indlTtdoals  of  the  Administra- 
tion with  those  heroes  who  are  encircled  with 
glory.  Will  you,  sir  attempt  to  strip  the  garland 
from  the  brow  of  a  Hull,  a  Decatur,  nay,  all  our 
gallant  sailor^  to  decorate  the  prolific  bead  of  the 
miserable  projector  of  contemptible  gunboatsj  or 
tear  by  the  roots,  from  a  Ripley,  a  Scott,  a  Jack- 
son, and  a  Brown,  if  you  please,  and  their  brave 
companions  in  arms,  ibeir  well-earned  laurels,  to 
adorn  the  brows  of  the  heroes  of  the  ruined  Capi- 
tol, or  to  transplant  them  in  the  barren  fields' of 
Bladensburg?  Believe  me,  sir,  their  brows  can- 
not bear  the  weight  of  such  glory  any  more  than 
the  individoals  can  acquire  it.  Will  such  blasted 
ields  yMd  thefmit  of  honor?  Foreign  nations, 
sir,  and  iamrtial  poMeriiy,  will  do  justice  to 
them  all.  This  is  not  a  subject  of  ny  calling  up ; 
it  affords  no  pleasure  to  me  to  enumerate  the 
faults  of  the  OovernmeDt,  or  the  distress  and  dis- 
grace of  my  country.  It  is  the  love  I  bear  that 
couoiry,  interwoven  as  it  is  with  every  sensation 
of  the  heart,  which  makes  me  grieve  for  the  mis- 
fortunes which  the  rashness  and  folly  of  her 
rulers  by  the  late  war  have  brought  upon  her; 
millions  of  treasure  wasted,  and  thousands  ot 
lives  of  American  citizens,  each  as  valuable  as 
that  of  your  President,  sacrificed,  in  a  ruinoos, 
aaaeeessary,  and  inexpedient  war.  Let  the 
friends  and  promoters  of  that  war,  in  future, 
maintsiD  that  humble  silence  thereon  which  its 
solemnity  demands. 

Mr.  HcLBBBTsaid  he  b^ed  the  todulgence  of 
the  Committee  a  few  minutes.  He  wished  to 
reply  to  some  observations  which  had  fallen  from 
his  honorable  colleague^  (Mr.  Kino.) 

He  said  he  was  aurpnsed  to  bear  the  objection 
that  Congress  have  no  Constitutional  right  to 
establish  Military  Academies.  He  beliered  it 
was'the  first  time  the  objection  had  ever  been 
made.  If,  as  his  colleague  contended,  the  estah- 
mentof  Military  Academies  was  unconstitutional, 
it  was  not  a  little  snrprising  that  no  one  had  ever 
before  made  the  discovery.  Several  laifs  in  rela- 
tion to  the  institution  at  West  Point  had  been 
passed  nader  Administrations  of  very  dlflforent 
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political  character ;  botwhatenr  nigh tliare  been 
thought  of  the  expediency  of  thosalaws,'  beitas 
confident  no  one  had  ever  qacstioned  luir  eon- 
stituiionality.  The  Couritaiioa  of  the  UaiMd 
States  says,  ^K^ogress  shall  have  power  to 
and  support  armies."  This  he  thov^t  a  clear 
and  ample  authority  to  pesa  the  bHl  before  us. 
■  His  honorable  colleague  had  asserted  that  this 
was  the  first  time  the  terms  "Military  Aoadeny" 
bad  ever  been  used  in  our  laws.  This  was  a 
great  tnistake.  If  the  gentleman  had  looked  into 
the  laws  of  1602,  he  would  have  found  xhe  weiy 
terms  which  now  appear  to  him  so  oovel.  His 
colleague  had  also  asserted  that  the  Military 
Acadnny  formed  no  part  of  the  Peace  fistabtish- 
ment.  Here  he  was  eqtMlly  erroneous.  The 
corps  of  engineers  consiitates  the  Aoa^emy  at 
West  Point,  and  that  corps  had  heen  eonstantly 
preserved  slnee  its  first  mtanisation,  and  tb«  act 
of  1815,  fiiiag  the  preaent  Peace  BstablisfciDMt, 
expressly  declares  that  tliat  corps  ahall  be  re- 
tained. Mr.  H.  thought  the  point  too  plain  to 
admit  of  a  doobt. 

The  honorable  gentleman  had  ui^ed,  as  a  rery 
serious  objeetion  against  this  bill,  that  we  had  no 
money  to  spare  for  the  proposed  appropriation. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  knew  that  the  Treasury  bad  been 
drained,  had  beea  completely  exhausted ;  but  a 
deep  and  rapid  current  of  revenue  was  now  pour- 
ing into  it,  and  he  hoped  it  would  soon  be  replen- 
ished. The  sum  proposed  for  the  ereotkm  of 
three  new  academies  was  only  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  even  that  sum  could  bow  be 
considerably  lessened,  as  it  bad  been  determined 
to  esublish  but  one  additional  school.  He  hoped 
he  was  fully  aware  of  the  necessity  and  import- 
ance of  economy;  bat  it  was  not  economy  to  re- 
fuse to  give  small  sums  of  money  for  great  and 
important  benefits,  and  aneb  he  believed  would 
be  the  fruits  of  this  measure.  His  eolleagitie 
would,  he  was  confident,  agree  with  him,  &at 
the  age  of  calculators  was  as  raoeh  lo  be  dreaded 
as  the  age  of  spendthrifts. 

My  honorable  colleague,  continued  Mr.  HtTL- 
BGBT,  says  he  strongly  suspects  that  the  real 
object  of  this  bill  is  not  disclosed.  He  fears  that 
some  mischirf  lurks  behind  the  curtain.  This 
may,  he  says,  be  a  part  of  a  plan  of  the  present 
AdministntioB  to  get  the  miUury  power  under 
their  control,  and  tnweby  destroy  the  liberties  of 
the  country.  Mr.  H.  said  he  belonged  to  the 
aomminee  who  reoorted  this  bill.  He  thought 
it  a  plain  and  simple  proposition  to  enlarge  the 

Ei«8ent  estaUiabmeBt  of  the  Military  Aeademy. 
[e  saw  in  the  measure  none  of  those  frightful 
evils  so  strongly  a^rehended  by  the  gentleman. 
He  hoped  his  nonoraUe  eoHeague  would  not  be 
too  much  alarmed ;  would  not  be  too  suspicions. 
He  said  he  had,  when  young,  often  been  cau- 
tioned not  to  be  looking  out  for  bears ;  far  they 
always  aM>eared  to  those  who  expected  to  see 
them.  This  caution  he  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  his  honorable  colleague. 

My  colleague,  said  Mr.  H.,  has  strenuously 
urged  that  the  appointment  of  to  great  a  number 
of  cadets,  as  is  eoniwaplated  by  the  MU,  woold 
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gif  •  to  tbe'Prcsideat  an  impropflr  and  daogeroiis 
pmtroBkge.  To  wbomwoatd  ta«  ecDtlemtD  gire 
tlM  power  of  appoiDtmeDt?  Mtgbi  it  not  be 
made  a  system  «  faToritism  by  aof  other  man, 
or  bod;  of  raea.  as  well  as  bf  the  Presideot? 
Th«  Prestdeot  has  by  the  CooittitntioD  the  power 
of  appointia;  all  officers  of  the  Array,  by  and  with 
the  advice  aadeoDseRtof  the  Senate.  Bat  since 
the  Senate  caasot  with  coareoieoee  be  eoosulted 
on  the  selectioD  of  each  cadet,  why  not  gire  the 
authority  to  the  PreaideDt  alone  1  Mr.  H.  said 
he  was  one  of  those  who  neTer  belieTed  that  £x- 
ecBiire  patronage  was  too  great  in  this  cooniry. 
He  woDid  rather  see  it  increased  than  lessened. 
All  gruts  of  power  mif ht  he  abased,  bat  that 
was  not  a  saffieient  aqfttment  agaiast  the  grant. 
As  to  the  siory  of  ehil^en  stntiling  in  the  dress 
of  midshipmen,  Mr.  H.  said  he  slro^y  saspeeted 
that  hi«  eolleagae  here  had  seen  another  bear; 
that  he  had  been  deeeiTed  by  some  mock  military 
exhibition  of  the  school  boys  of  this  city,  which 
he  had  himself  sometimes  seen  here  and  else* 
where  on  holvdays. 

Hfs  honorable  friend  and  others  had  contended 
that  ibe  number  of  cadets  proposed  was  too  great ; 
that  there  would  be  more  than  coold  be  commis- 
sioned by  the  GoTemment.  Mr.  H-  said  it  was 
not  expected  that  all  of  the  cadets  woald  be  em- 
plojred  as  officers  in  time  of  peace.  The  very 
object  of  this  military  institution  was  to  be  pre- 
pared for  var.  Undoubtedly  many  of  the  cadets, 
after  having  finished  their  military  education, 
woald  wiUii^ly  return  to  their  homes  and  engage 
in  the  porsoiis  of  eivil  life.  But  in  Ume  of  war, 
in  the  day  of  peril  and  danger,  in  the  hour  that 
should  try  men's  souls,  they  would  come  ftwth 
at  the  call  of  their  Gorernment,  and  lead  the  har- 
dy freemen  of  their  country  to  rietory  and  to 
giory.  Let  gentlemen  calculate  how  many  com- 
missioned officers  are  employed  in  the  present 
Peace  EstaUiabment.  and  then  reflect  that  the 
time  may  come  when  we  may  have  an  army  of 
sixty  or  a  hundred  thousand  men  to  be  o6ieered,. 
and  sorely  they  will  not  thinktbe  proposed  Dum- 
ber of  cadets  too  large. 

It  bad  been  said  that  the  plan  proposed  for  our 
adoption  was  calculated  to  excite  a  military 
apint  in  our  coaniry,  which  would  perpetually 
as  to  war  with  other  nations,  and  migh^  in 
the  end,  destroy  our  own  liberties.  Were  such, 
aaid  Mr.  H.^  the  effects  of  that  miliury  spirit  and 
military  scieaee  so  emiucnlty  displayeu  in  our 
Revolntionaty  war?  No;  bat  directly  the  re* 
▼ene.  That  qarit  and  that  seieaee  gave  aa  the 
rery  liberty  and  iadependeaee  which  we  now 
eojoy. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  anzioasly  hoped  that  the 
distressing  calamities,  the  defeat  and  foul  disgrace 
which  we  had  experienced  in  the  beginning  of 
the  late  war,  bad  awakened  the  nation  to  a  just 
sense  the  importance  of  military  science  and 
preparation  for  a  state  of  hostilities.  Who  did 
not  shrink  from  tuch  calamity  and  disgrace ! 
He  remembered  them  with  sbame  and  wiot  hor- 
ror. He  bad  seen  the  face  of  the  nation  torn 
pak — the  coldness  of  death  had  seized  upon  tlw 


extremities  of  the  empire,  and  was  creeping  to- 
ward tbe  heart— nay,  it  had  reached  the  heart! 
It  was  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  soeh  scenes, 
the  repetition  of  such  disasters,  that  he  anxiondy 
wished  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

To  excite  opposition  to  this  bill,  his  eoUeagae 
had  poured  forth  a  torrent  of  indignation  against 
the  late  war.  Mr.  H.  said  no  one  more  deeply 
lamented,  nor  more  sincerely  censured,  the  dec- 
laration of  that  war  than  he  did.  He  considered 
it  a  rash  and  dnperate  measure.  But  the  storm 
bad  passed  over,  and  it  was  time  to  repair  die 
ruins  it  had  made.  He  bad  already  declared, 
and  he  took  this  opportunity  to  repeat  tbe  deck- 
ration,  that  he  esteemed  the  late  message  of  the 
Presideat  as  the  harbinger  of  better  timea ;  the 
measares  it  recommended,  and  the  spirit  of  eon- 
eiliation  it  displayed,  were  worthy  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  a  great  and  eiklightened  people. 
This,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  one  of  the  measures  so 
recommended;  and  he  would  cheerfally  give  it 
his  sapport,  becaase  he  thoaght  it  ealenlated  to 
promote  the  best  interests  and  glory  of  hia  eotin- 
try. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  it  bad  been  his  duty  to  ad- 
dress the  House  so  frequently  on  this  ioterestiBg 
sobjeet,  that  it  was  with  reluctance  that  he  now 
had  to  answer  some  remarks  which  had  fallen 
from  two  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  (Messrs. 
Kino  and  Hulbbrt.)  He  had  been  very  much 
pleased  with  tbe  greater  part  of  the  obserrations 
of  the  gentleman  last  up,  (Mr.  Hdlbbrt.)  He 
said  he  reeiproeated  maiiy  aeaiiments  which  had 
been  exprened,  many  he  admired,  and  many  had 
a  direct  tendeney  to  enlighten ;  in  fact,  strong 
evidence  had  been  given  of  a  liberal  snsport  tn 
the  bill,  and  enlarged  views  of  the  bmeneial  re- 
sults of  military  instruction.  The  same  magnan- 
imous course  might  have  induced  an  omission  of 
expressions  calculated  to  excite  party  feelings 
and  reeri  mi  nation.  He  said  he  bad  indulged  in 
a  hope  that  the  obsetrations  of  yesterday  would 
have  been  verified,  viz:  that  oatiomklity  of  sen- 
timent prevailed  in  this  House,  and  that  on  this 
occasion  there  would  be  an  amalgamation  of 
feeling  and  a  union  of  sentiment;  but  the  strong 
languid  of  the  gentleman  to^lay  had  lessened 
that  hope,  for  ib«  gentleman  is  pleased  to  say 
that  he  holds  in  the  greatest  abhorrence  and  de- 
testatioa  the  declaration  of  war  against  Ckeat 
Britain ;  and  Mr.  J.  said  he  must  declare  with 
equal  sincerity  that  he  recollected '  with  eqnal 
abhorrence  and  detestation  the  vitrient  opposition 
to  that  war,  and  that  diaiflfoction  to  the  Consti- 
tntioa  which  prevailed  in  many  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  none  to  a  more  erimiaal 
extent  than  that  in  which  the  gentleman  resided. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  want  of  a  proper 
system  of  military  instructtoo  previous  to  tbe 
war,aa  proposed  bv  this  system,  was  the  cause  of 
some  of  our  diffionlties,  and  this  argument  in  favor 
of  the  bill  is  entitled  to  consideration  ;  but  disu- 
nion was  the  chief  cause  of  those  calamities  and 
disasters  which  afflicted  the  nation,  and  to  which 
the  gentleman  alludes.  No  necessity  existed,  if 
time  allowed,  to  bring  to  tbe  recollection  of  the 
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HoQse  the  example  of  Spaio  in  her  reaisMoce  of 
imperial  Fraoce,  aod  the  example  of  Fraoee  in 
rabmittlDg  to  the  toTasioa  of  the  allies.  The 
history  ofibe  United  States  would  fnroish  mem* 
orable  examples  of  the  glorious  aehieTemeats  of 
a  manly,  vi^rons,  and  naited  rntstaoce,  and  the 
evili  of  faction  and  a  diviiioD  of  fleotimeai  which 
Tailed  upon  ihe  magoaDimity  of  a  most  implaca- 
ble enemy ;  it  wai  ibis  mean,  submittiag  spirit, 
united  to  ao  iocessaat  opposition  to  the  Adminis- 
tralioo,  the  object  of  which  was  power,  that  the 
most  01  the  disastera  and  evils  of  the  war  may  be 
attributed}  these  facts  caaaot  be  disguised,  they 
are  knowa  to  the  people,  and  they  ihiolc  accord- 
ingly. This  was  not  a  proper  occasion  to  detain 
the  House  upon  the  subject  of  the  war,  but  as 
great  anxiety  bad  been  manifested  to  invite  a  dis- 
cussion of  that  sabjeet,  whenever  the  proper  time 
should  arrive,  it  would  not  be  improper  to  exam- 
ine the  eendwt  and  merit  of  those  who  declared 
the  war  and  supported  it,  and  those  who  opposed 
it  and  made  use  of  every  exertion  in  the  coancils 
of  the  nation,  and  out  of  it,  to  prevent  a  glorioos 
termination  of  the  war.  Sucn  inquiry  may  be 
useful  in  affordiag  the  people  a  better  opportu* 
Bity  in  the  hour  of  calm  reflection  to  decide  the 
merit  of  the  two  parties  in  the  nation.  Bat  the 
same  gentleman  ud  made  use  of  another  expres- 
sion which  deserved  notice,  viz :  that  at  a  certain 
period  of  the  war  good  men  of  all  parties  looked 
pale,  and  in  fact  the  sleep  of  death  had  seized  the 
extremities  of  the  naiioo.  It  is  not  denied  that 
this  remark  may  apply  to  that  part  of  the  Union 
which  that  gmtlcman  represents ;  be  may  have 
seen  aad  felt  this  gripe  of  death,  and  this  may 
have  been  tbe  efficient  cause  why  the  arm  of  the 
GonnmeQt  was  so  feeble  in  that  quarter  as  to 
prcTont  the  hanfy  yeomanrv  of  Maine  from  dri* 
Tine  the  enemy  from  Castwe.  But  Mr.  J.  said 
he  hoped  he  should  be  excused  in  staling  that  no 
sueh  alarm  existed  in  the  West ;  no  pale  faces 
Were  seen,  nor  did  tbe  gripe  of  death  seize  that 

Krt  of  the  Union.  Tbe  people  felt  iodignaat, 
t  no  alarm  nor  disappointment  ai  the  savage 

f.nd  barbarous  conduct  of  tbe  enemy  j  those  woo 
ived  daring  the  Revolution,  or  bad  read  its  his- 
tory, expected  such  conduct  from  Great  Britain 
as  soon  as  war  was  declared  j  but  this  considera- 
tion could  have  no  other  effect  than  to  unite  the 
ihende  of  liberty  and  those  who  loved  their  eouo- 
tvf.  The  declaration  of  war  involved  many  ca- 
bmitiea ;  this  was  known  to  every  reflecting  mind, 
a»d  the  pauiot  considered  these  a  lesser  evil  than 
further  submission  to  foreign  encroacbm^Dt. 
The  murder  of  the  wounded  soldier,  tbe  profane- 
tioB  of  tbe  temples  of  religion,  aod  the  destruction 
of  many  villages,  only  proved  the  greater  neces- 
sity there  was  to  oppose  that  oatitm  which 
threatened  our  existence  as  an  iodepeodeot  Go.v- 
emment.  On  most  occasions,  Mr.  J.  said,  the 
other  gentleman  (Mr.  Kinq)  had  indulged  in  as- 
eribioff  bidden  and  ambitious  views  to  the  Presi 
dent  oT  tbe  United  States.  It  was  not  necessary 
to  account  for  sueh  deadly  hostility  or  personal 
hatred  to  a  man  whose  public  services  had  iden- 
tified bim  with  every  wise  measure  of  the  Gor- 


JaiiUAKVt  1816. 


ernment  for  upwards  of  thirty  years,  whose  ta- 
lents had  always  been  the  pride  of  his  country, 
whose  integrity  could  not  be  impeaehed,  and 
whose  moral  ebaraeter  bad  gained  toe  veaeralum 
aad  respect  of  all  who  knew  him  well  j  bat  it 
may  be  neeessary  to  say,  that  on  ibia  oension 
motives  aod  hidden  views  had  been  ODOst  onne- 
eessarily  brought  forward  against  the  eommiuec, 
aod  also  against  tbe  President  who  bft4  putaliely 
recommended  this  measure.  Mr.  J.  said  he  wu 
convinced  that  no  gentleman,  upon  reflectioa, 
who  felt  the  strength  of  virtue  in  bis  own  bosom, 

could  indulge  in  [Here  Mr.  Emo  explained, 

and  Mr.  J.  declined  to  say  aoylbiog  more.} 

Tbe  Committee  then  rose  and  repotted  tbe  bill. 

The  question  beios  on  the  number  of  cadeu  to 
be  attached  to  tbe  Military  Academy  or  Corpaof 
fiogiaeers — 

Mr.  PicuRiiia  opposed  the  number  of  eight 
hundred,  which  was  propoaed  by  the  Military 
Committee. 

Mr.  FouTTB  was  0]>posed  torn  reduction  of 
the  number.  He  was  in  favor  of  making  snob 
preparations  as  if  we  calculated  on  tbe  reeurreace 
of  war.  Was  it  not  known,  he  asked,  that  the 
nation  with  whom  wc  were  lately  at  wai^with 
whom  we  should,  in  all  probability,  before  very 
long  be  again  at  war— was  strengtbeaing  its  fron- 
tier by  repairing  its  old  fortifications  and  build- 
iog  new  ones?  Was  it  not  known  that  that  na- 
tion bad  more  than  fourteen  thousand  regular 
troops  OD  the  frontier?  What  could  be  tbe  ob- 
ject of  this  preparation  ?  It  might  be  merely 
defensive ;  be  hoped  it  was  so.  Believing  it  to 
be  the  intention  of  the  Oovernment  of  this  na- 
lioQ  to  preserve  peace,  be  trusted  we  should  have 
it  in  our  power.  But  tbe  object  of  the  British 
Government  may  bediffereni,and  these  prepara- 
tions may  hare  an  offeosive  object.  Our  mo- 
tions should  be  regulated  by  theirs;  and,  if  the 
nature  of  our  institutions  forbids  a  large  Military 
Estafaiishraeot,  preparations  should  be  made  in 
another  way.  On  all  hands  it  was  admitted 
that  the  measure  proposed  by  this  bill,  was  tbe 
most  efficient  practical  mode  of  adding  to  onr 
military  strength ;  and  he  hoped  tbe  hill  would 
not  be  limited  in  its  scope  to  a  smaller  number 
than  was  proposed.  In  reply  to  tbe  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the  youth 
educated  at  the  academy  would  be  fit  for  nothing 
but  tbe  military  service  of  the  country,  he  said, 
.  they  would  be  as  well  fitted  for  entering  into  tbe 
walks  of  civil  life,  as  those  who  had  been  edu- 
cated in  a  different  manner— aod  gentlemen  could 
not  seriously  imagine  any  danger  from  turning 
oat  into  the  community  two  or  three  hundred 
well  educated  young  men.  Aa  their  services 
might  be  necessary  for  military  purposes,  and  the 
knowledge  they  acquire  would  not  in  any  event 
be  lost  to  tbe  country,  be  hoped  the  number  woold 
not  be  dtmioisbed. 

Mr.  CiLHODN  also  opposed  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  cadets;  because,  if  the  present 
number  were  retained,  it  would  afford  ampla 
room  for  a  proper  selection  of  officers.  In  aootber 
point  of  view,  be  thought  it  ■latcrialty  necessary 
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to  rvuin  the  propoied  DDtuber.  The  whole  pop< 
ulaiioD  of  the  Uoited  States  is  composed  of  men, 
acu've,  Tigoroos,  and  spirited.  With  good  offi- 
cers to  lead  tbem,  rou  may  at  anjr  time  make  out 
of  any  portion  oi  tbem  active,  good  soldiers. 
What  is  reqaisiie  to  make  our  miutia  efficient? 
Military  knowledge,  only,  said  Mr.  C.  The 
cadeu  will  many  of  tfaen  return  to  the  body  of 
tbe  people,  and  become  a  part  of  the  militia. 
Soppose  a  renewal  of  the  struggle  between  us 
aad  the  nation  with  whom  we  were  rcccatly  al 
war  -f  soppoae  ahe  should  pat  forth  her  whole 
stRMih  to  crub  this  jroong  couiry }  we  shall 
then  Gad  the  vae  of  having  men  <|nahScd  to  lead 
oor  cilixras  to  meet  her  inTadiag  (be.  The 
wbole  population  of  the  eoaniry  becomes  an  effi- 
cient force,  beeanse  it  has  among  it  man  properly 
educated  and  qualified  to  lead  an  amjr  into  the 
field.  Srerir  citixen  of  a  free  cooatry,  and  of 
course  of  this  country,  said  Mr.  C,  has  two  du- 
ties to  perform ;  the  doty  of  defending  bis  coun- 
try by  arms  if  necessary,  and  the  duly  of  retiog, 
and  thus  puticipatlog  in  the  management  of  tbe 
mibin  of  bis  country.  Ercry  young  man  of  ar- 
dent feeling  will  desire  to  qualify  himself  for 
their  proper  performance.  These  are  duties 
which  every  citizen  oogbt  zealoualy  to  [wrform, 
and  from  which,  if  the  people  ever  shrink,  our 
nation  will  net  long  have  eusieeee.  Mr.  C.  ap> 
pealed  to  the  history  o(  RepnbUca,  which  bad  ab 
oftea  lost  theii  liberties  from  the  iadiMMmtion  of 
the  citizens  to  perform  their  share  n  mUiiary 
Jaiy.  It  ought  to  be  the  o\q»et  of  a  wise  Gor- 
emment  to  resist  a  tendency  towards  ^thf  !■ 
tbe  people ;  to  diffuse  military  science.  The  de- 
pcadence  on  regular  force  merely  was  a  con- 
iraeted  idea,  which  he  hoped  this  House  would 
not  give  inlo.  The  Army,  Mr.  C.  said,  was,  sod 
ooghi  always  to  be,  a  respectable  part  wT  the  mil- 
itary foroe  of  the  aatioa ;  btK  a  well  o^aised 
MUitia  is  ite  bulwaik  and  they  are  biM  a  rahUe 
withwKr  dieci^incb  Heace  the  aeaeseity  for  the 
hm  diffastM  of  mittiary  seienee.  He  hoped. 
thevefoM,  the  Imgm  number  of  cadets  propeeed 
w  be  aoihanzed,  wo«ld  be  agreed  to. 

The  ameadmeoia,  whiefa  go  to  UmH  the 
tional  academies  to  one,  to  be  established  at 
KstfrriHe,  Temieasefc  were  agreed  to  without  a 
AfiatoD. 

Mr.  TaTum  then  moved  mn  amendment,  di- 
Mcring  than  the  etdeu  ahonld  be  admitted  nte 
Uie  Mtadeaaiei^  ftom  the  several  Burtea  and  Terri- 
tedietj  in  nwnbera  proportiooate  to  the  inilitia 
tewn  theieof,  and  that  tbe  Secretary  of  War 
diouid  make  an  annual  return  of  tbe  names  and 
residence  of  tbe  cadets  at  these  academies,  the 
time  of  their  admiearion,  and  their  respective  places 
of  residence. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Some  diversity  of  opinion,  and  seme  animated 
debate^  took  pkoe  on  the  nooUMr  of  cadets  to  be 
authorized  by  the  bill.  It  ended  in  a  moiioo,  by 
Mr.  Tatlor,  of  New  York,  to  strike  out  eight 
bandred,  the  number  proposed  by  the  bill,  so  as  to 
kave  it  blank,  to  be  filled  accordio|[  as  a  m^oriiy 
might  then  decide.  For  this  motion,  there  were 
14Lh  Gov.  I8t  Ssu.— 15 
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79  vetea}  against  it,  5&  So  the  motioa  waa 

carried. 

The  qaesttofl  being  takea  on  filling  tbe  Maak 
with  six  hundred,  it  was  decided  in  the  afflra^ 
live— yeas  77. 

Mr.  Root  then  moved  to  amend  the  bit),  so  as 
to  extend  tbe  period  of  encampment  required  by 
this  bill  fVom  six  weel^  to  three  months;  wbteli, 
after  debate,  was  negatived. 

After  the  rejection  of  a  proposition,  by  Mr. 
PiOKiRiMO,  to  amend  tbe  bill  so  as  to  bind  tbe 
cadets  more  certainly  to  f  be  military  serviee,  after 
having  been  eteeated  in  the  anademy— 

Ob  moiioo  of  Mr.  Holbmit,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  the  Military  Comouttei^  to  a^oat 
iiB  details  to  ibe  principles  already  decided  en. 

ESTIMATE  OF  EXPENSES. 

Tbe  Speaker  laid  before  tbe  House  tbe  esti- 
mates from  tbe  Treasury  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Qovernment  for  the  eosniag  year  j  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meina. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

TasAscav  DxrAwntm,  Jam.  St 
8im:  I  have  die  hmor  to  traasBiit,  hsrawitti,  fbrlhe 
informstion  of  the  House  of  BepresontsttTes,  an  esti- 
mate ef  the  ti^priations  prcnwacd  for  tbe  ssrvtee  of 
the  year  1810»  aaoanting  In  the  whide  to  the  sa|k  a$ 
nioetean  miUiiMis  nine  hundred  sad  fifteen  thonsyad 
fam  hundred  and  thirty-one  doOars  and  forty-five  cents. 
There  having  been  alieedy  wpropriated,  the  act  erf 
the  SIst  of  December  last,  the  sum  of  nine  millioas 
ei|^  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  three  bundled 
and  seventy-two  dollars,  Ibr  certain  military  expensee* 
there  vriU  be  left  the  earn  of  ten  millions  and  thirty 
tbonsand  and  fifty-nine  doUars  forty-five  cents,  under 
tbe  feUowiDg  beads,  vis : 

For  the  dTil  list  -  -  -  -  901,81»  M 
For  misoeneneous  ezpenaes  -  -  KT^OTl  11 
For  the  expeoMe  of  IntMcenaa  wtth 

fermgn  nations  ....  Sfil^OM  09  ' 
For  tbe  Military  Bstthtirtmsnt,  in- 

ofading  the  InAea  de* 

pertmont    -      -      -  14,Ml,e77 
Fioaa  which,  dedoe ting  the 

aBMMiat  SMfopriatod  by 

the  net  of  the  »lst  De- 
ember,  1816      -     -  0.886^2 
Them  is  Mt  the  sum  of  <      -      •  4,656^00 
For  the  Naval  EeteblMiment,  fadnd- 

ingthsMaifaieCorpe  -      -      •  3,688^00 


910,090,069  46 


The  funds  out  of  which  the  approprtations  for  the 
year  1816  may  be  discharged,  are  the  following: 

1.  The  som  of  six  hondred  thousand  doUan,  adno- 
ally  reserved  by  the  act  of  die  4th  of  Augom  1790, 
out  ^  the  dnttea  of  eoetoma,  towards  the  expmses  of 
Ooveminent 

2.  Tbe  proceeds  of  tbe  stamp  dnttea,  and  the  dn^ 
on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  8tat«i. 

8.  Tbe  snrplos  whidi  may  remain  of  the  cnstoais, 
the  direct  tax,  and  the  intemd  duties,  (other  than 
those  on  refined  suoaz  and  on  stamps.)  after  sati^ring 
the  P^™"*"  ^  *">^  ^  *™  pledged  sad  appra- 

^  The  pneaeda  of  snah  leaM  as  ni7  be  made  mf 
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der  the  nnezeeatad  andiori^,  oontained  in  the  acts  of 
tho  IMi  of  Mardi,  1812;  the  34th  of  Much  and  I6th 
NofMDbwr.  1814 ;  snd  the  8d  of  Much,  IBIS ;  aod  of 
the  iaraea  of  Tnaaaij  notes,  under  tiie  nnereeated 
aathoritjr  eontaioed  in  the  act  of  the  S4lh  of  Felmt- 
BZ7, 18  L5. 

6.  An;  other  unappropriated  money*  whidi  may 
oome  into  the  Tieaanry  during  the  jear  1816. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e.   A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  SVHAKBB 

0/  tkt  Bnm  Iff  Sgtrmntaiipet. 


TnoBBnAT,  Jananrr  4. 

Mr.  Batlibb  preseoted  a  petition  of  the  man- 
afacturers  of  cotiOD  good:),  in  the  county  of  Ply- 
mouth, in  the  State  of  MassiehusMts,  praying 
that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  will  afford 
security  and  encouraftement  to  the  cotton  mann- 
Aetoriea  ttithin  the  United  States^Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manuraeiures. 

Mr.  Lswia  presented  a  peiitioo  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  prinriog 
that  a  court-house,  a  Jaif,  and  sundry  pu  btic  offices, 
for  the  use  of  the  eounly  of  Alexandria,  may  be 
erected  at  the  expense  of  the  General  Ckvern- 
ment. 

Mr.  L.also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Mectiaoic 
Relief  Society  of  Alexandria,  praying  that  they 
may  be  authorized,  by  lottery,  to  raise  money  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  school-bouse  for  the 
education  of  the  children  of  the  mechanics  of  said 
town. 

Mr.  L,  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Alexandria  Academy,  praying  that  the 
banks  in  Alexandria,  who  hare  applied,  or  may 
hereafter  apply,  for  charter^  or  extension  of  char- 
ters, may  be  compelled  to  subscribe  ten  thousand 
dollars  each  in  the  slock  of  said  academy.— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Kentncky,  presented  a  petition 
of  the  Kentucky  Abolition  Society,  praying  that 
a  tract  of  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  may 
be  set  apart  for  the  residence  of  free  negroes  and 
muiattoes,  and  that  they  may  be  tranxported  to 
the  said  lands  at  the  public  expense. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Martin  Cole,  John  Pollock,  George  Weslner,  and 
Abraham  Welty;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.. Newton,  from  the  Commiuee  of  Com- 
merce aod  Manafac  lares,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Redman  Coxe ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  14th  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
widows  antl  orphans  of  the  officers,  oon-commis- 
sinied  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of  the 
Tolonteers  and  militia,  who  have  been  killed  in 
battle,  died  in  service,  or  of  wounds  received  white 
in  the  aervice  of  the  United  States  during  the 
kle  wirj  which  wa»  lead  twice,  and  eommilted 
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to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

A  message  from  theSenate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  j>aa»d  a  bill  **  for  the  relid" 
of  Joseph  Anderson,"  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Spbaebb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  state- 
ments of  the  expendilare  and  application  of  soch 
snms  as  have  been  drawn  from  the  Treastury  for 
the  Miltiafy  Department,  from  the  1st  of  October, 
1814,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1816,  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  land  offiee,  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  at  the  town  of  Aikaniaa,  in-  the 
county  of  Arkansas ;  and  a  land  offiee  at  the  toWa 
of  Jackson,  in  the  county  of  Cape  GirBrdeao,  ia 
the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

0&  motion  of  Mr.  Stanpobd,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  a  further 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  revise  the  rules  and  orders ;  aod  it  was 
recommitted  to  Messrs.  Stahpobd,  Babsbtt, 
Sjsbgbaht,  Gold,  Desha,  and  Trlfair. 

Mr.  PleAbants,  in  offering  the  following  mo- 
tion, remarked,  that  he  bad  no  wish  to  produce 
any  sensation  in  the  House,  nor  to  agitate,  at 
present,  any  question  relating  to  the  unfortunate* 
a^r  of  Dartmoor  prison,  but  he  was  desiroos  to 
be  placed  in  pMsessioo  of  any  official  documents 
in  relation  to  it  which  may  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Exeentive  department;  with  that  view,  he 
moved-— 

-  That  the  Preddent  of  the  Unitwl  Slatea  be  i». 
qqeated  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  if  in  hit 
ofnnion  it  will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  pnblic  wel- 
fare, any  commontcations  which  may  hav«  passed  be- 
tweeo  this  Government  and  the  QovMiunent  of  Ureat 
Britain,  in  lekttkHi  t«  the  transactioDa  at  Dartmow 
prison,  in  the  month  nS  April  last*  so  &r  u  the  Ameri- 
can priaonen  of  war»  there  oonfined,  wen  aflected  by 
thorn.** 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  JaOkson.  of  Virginia, 
that  there  might  be  documents  in  the  possession 
of  the  Gbvernment,  relating  to  this  subject,  not 
connected  with  the  correspondence  with  theBrit- 
igh  Gorernment,  the  resolution  was  modified  ao 
as  to  embrace  such  documents;  and,  thus  modi- 
fied, the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
ordered  to  be  appointed  to  lay  the  same  before 
the  President. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Fanning,  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Morrisett,  passed 
through  Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
8BTTLEK8  ON  THE  PCBLiC  LAMD8. 

Mr.  Jenninos  rose  and  observed,  that  be  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  subject 
growing  out  of  a  late  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  ordering  all  settlers  on 
the  pablie  lands  to  bo  remored  after  an  early 
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dmy  ia  March  oezL  B7  aa  »o(  of  Congress,  dated 
the  3il  of  March,  1807.  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  was  aatborized  so  to  do ;  bat,  by  the 
second  aeetioo  of  the  eame  act,  a  provisioQ  was 
made,  that  aajr  saoh  settlers  who  were  aeiaatly 
settled  on  the  pablic  laods  prior  to  the  passage  of 
that  act,  might  oontiotie  to  reside  thereon  ;  pro- 
vided such  settlers  should,  prior  to  the  1st  of  Jan- 
nary,  1806^  apply  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  land 
ofltees,  aad  owaia  a  permiseioa  to  reside  there- 
on, eondiiiofted  todeltrer  ap  possessioo  whenerer 
reqoifcd  by  a  purchaser  of  the  Uaited  States,  and 
conditioDM,  likewise,  10  eommit  00  waste  or  darn- 
s' while  raiding  iharoon. 

Mr.  J.  ofaaervod,  ibat  he  was  not  personallf  ac- 
onaiottd  wilb  the  riews  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  ia  pttssing  the  act  referred  to,  but 
if  he  was  correctly  iafordied,  the  object  was  10 
bear  materially  on  the  settlers  who  hsd  settled  00 
dispmed  tract  of  country,  comoioDly  called 
the  Yaxoo  parcbase.  althougn  the  act  has  a  gen- 
eral «|>erauoa.  Those  persons  who  had  settled 
on  the  public  land,  lying  within  the  Territory  of 
ladiaaa,  before  the  war,  had  sat  down  on  the 
lands  last  purchased  of  the  Indians,  and  remained 
there,  and  still  remain.  These  persons,  said  Mr. 
J„  have  suffered  greatly  by  their  exposed  situa- 
tion to  the  auaeks  of  the  ravages,  and  have  been 
of  great  advantage  ia  defendinj^  the  frontier  dur-  ] 
tag  the  laie  hostility  of  the  Northwest  lodiaos. 
They,  tm  a  very  great  portion  of  them,  he  said, 
were  now  prepared  with  money  to  pnrehase  so 
soon  as  thoae  lands  shall  be  ezpoaed  to  sale  by 
die  Government.  By  these  persons  the  operstioo 
of  the  proclamation  will  be  severely  felt,  indeed; 
inasnnich  as  the  salee  of  those  laods  will  not, 
probably,  take  place  before  May  next,  and  tbose 
settlers,  in  the  mean  time,  mast  leave  their  homes 
and  fireaides,  only  to  seek  a  residence  for  a  few 
months.  He  thooght  it  ezireraely  hard  now  to 
remove  them  after  they  had  been  suffered  to  re- 
main undisturbed  before  aod  doring  the  war ; 
whereas,  if  they  were  permitted  to  remain  a  few 
months  longer,  the  sates  of  those  lands  would,  in 
a  great  degree,  render  the  measure  unnecessary, 
and  grefctly  limit  the  Dnpleasaot  effects  which  its 
execution  will  certainly  produce.  He  therefore 
submitted  the  following  resolution: 

ReMohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  PabHc  Lands 
be  instructed  to  in^oiie  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
in* f  by  law,  to  all  aettlen  on  the  public  Unds  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  settled  thereon  iinee  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1808,  the  same  privil«ge  extended  to 
mmA  settlen  ^rior  to  that  day,  by  the  aseoad  section  of 
the  act  of  OongiesB.  passed  Maceh  S,  1807. 

The  resolntlon  was  agreed  to  without  debate, 
by  a  majority  of  twenty  or  thirty  vote^. 

SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 
Mr.  KiNQ,  of  Massachusetts,  offSered  for  consid- 
eration iheiollowing  resolutions: 

Reaohtd,  That  the  sitastion  of  the  onfiDrtanate  mar- 
diaota  and  traders,  reduced,  by  misfortanes  and  ciroum- 
•lanceii  beyond  their  control,  &om  competenee  to  want, 
mom  6%wmaA  that  Oongrees  ahonld  exercise  Uie  power 
varted  in  thim  by  the  people  Ibr  the  laliaf  of  tha  na- 
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fortnnatedebtMfbythe  estsbpshment  of  a  nntfinrm  sys- 
tem of  bankruptqr  throoghotit  the  United  States. 

RtMtlvcd,  That  the  Comaiittee  on  the  Judidaiy  be 
instmoted  to  prepare  and  retort  a  Inll  to  estdiUsh  a 
nniform  system  w  baakmptcy  tluoa|bont  the  UnUed 
States. 

Mr.  K.  said,  that  as  a  bill  on  this  subject  woald 
require  much  labor  in  perfecting  its  details,  he 
thought  it  would  ttot.be  worth  while  to  pot  this 
burden  on  aSy  committee,  unless  the  House 
should  show  a  disposition  to  adopt  the  principle. 
He  bad,  therefore,  thrown  his  motion  into  an  im- 
perative form.  The  power  lo  establish  aoeh  a 
system  was  expressly  ^ven  ia  the  Coaatltntimt 
aod.  being  given,  Mr.  K.  contended^  was  not  in- 
tended by  the  framers  of  the  Cooatiiution  to  lie 
dwmant  there,  but  to  be  exercised  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people.  Mr.  K.  cited,  as  evidence  of  the 
popular  sentiment  on  this  head,  the  acts  of  the 
Legislatures  of  several  of  the  States  on  the  subject, 
some  of  which  hsd  been  declared  by  the  judges 
unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  the  Constitatioa 
had  ex[n«S8ly  given  the  power  to  the  Qeoeral 
Ghirernment.  This  was  a  strong  reason  why 
Congress  ought  to  act  on  the  subjecL  Mr.  K. 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  situation 
of  the  merchants,  whose  foruiaes  had  for  some 
years  been  aa  Auetaaiing  aathe  waves;  and  to 
ibe  operation  on  the  mereaotile  community 
tbff  reatridive  system,  of  so  little  importance 
against  an  enemy,  and  »o  erael  an  operation  to 
them.  Every  motive,  in  dkoit,  which  ought  to 
actuate  legislators  or  gentlemen,  Mr.  K.  remarked, 
ought  to  induce  the  House  to  grant  the  relief  de- 
sired to  the  suffering  merchaat  and  tradesman. 

Mr.  Wright,  in  a  few  observatioos  on  this  sub- 
ject, denied  the  right  of  State  judges  to  decide 
agaioBl  the  validity  of  insolvent  laws,  passed  by 
Ibe  Slates. 

.Mr.  Tbroop  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  tbe  table,  and  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Jackson  required  a  division  of  tbe  ques- 
tion on  this  motion. 

Mr.  TiYLOB,  of Pfew  York,  expressed  his  views 
on  this  sabject,  which  were,  subataotiatly,  (hat 
he  was  willing,  and  he  presumed  there  woold  be 
00  objection  to  vole  for  an  inqoirjr  into  thia  snh- 
jecl ;  though  he  waa  anwilling,  without  investi- 

SAion,  to  decide  in  larw  of  a  geaecal  bankriipc 
w.  He  thought  if  the  proposition  were  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  sulqect  merely,  that  there  woold 
be  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  Kino  then  withdrew  bis  unotton,  with  a 
view  to  accommodate  the  wishes  of  gentlemen 
friendly  to  the  object,  aod,  in  lieu  thereof,  substi- 
tuted the  following: 

Rttohed,  That  die  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instrotrted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  esUblish- 
ing  an  uniform  system  of  bankroptcy  tbrooghout  the 
United  States. 

This  proposition  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vision. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
The  House  resolved  iUelf  ioto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  stip- 
alattons  of  the  Trenty  of  Comnwre^  bttaly  ook* 
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eluded  wtih  Great  BritaiD.  Tbe  first  section  of 
the  bill  haTing  beeo  read — 

Mr-  Forsyth  (the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations)  stated  the  general  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  and  the  nature  of  its  provisions. 
The  bill,  he  said,  was  intended  to  carry  into  effect 
those  parts  of  the  treaty  which  require  legislatire 
interpositioD;  which  be  enumerated,  and  com- 
pared the  provtsioDs  of  the  bill  in  this  respect, 
with  tbe  proristoDs  of  the  treaty.  He  then  stated 
to  the  House  tbe  present  discrimioating  duties  on 
tonnage  and  on  importation,  and  showed  that  the 
bill  went  to  conform  them  to  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  and  placed  British  merchants  in  that  re- 
spect on  the  same  footing  with  ours.  He  next 
adverted  to  the  British  tariff,  and  showed  the 
British  discriminating  duties,  and  the  great  advan- 
tages which  would  be  derived  to  the  United 
States  by  tbeir  abolition,  in  pursuance  of  tbe 
treaty,  &c. 

Two  or  three  amendments  to  the  bill  were  then 
moved  by  Mr.  F.,  and  agreed  to,  one  of  which 
went  to  give  this  act  a  retrospective  effect,  and  to 
make  its  provisions  take  effect  from  the  date  of 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty;  and  another  to  con- 
fine the  repeal  of  our  discriminating  duty  togoods 
ctHniog  directly  from  the  territories  of  Great 
^tain  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  said,  he  did  not  rise  on 
this  occasion  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  gen- 
eral merits  of  the  instrument  brought  incidentally 
before  the  House  by  the  present  bill,  particularly 
as  there  appeared  to  be  no  wish  on  any  side  of 
tbe  House  to  enter  on  that  subject.  He  rose  to 
make  some  explanations  relative  to  the  third  ar- 
ticle, which  perhaps  might  not  be  considered  un- 
necessary. It  would  be  perceived,  he  said,  that 
the  third  article  of  the  coaventioo,  which  opens 
the  trade  to  the  British  East  Indies,  restricted  us 
to  certain  enumerated  ports.  This  was  a  restric- 
tion not  contained  in  toe  Treaty  of  1794^  nor  in 
that  negotiated  by  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Piokney, 
commonly  called  the  rejected  treaty.  The  reason 
was,  that  upon  the  expiration  of  tbe  charier  of 
the  E^ast  India  Company,  which  took  place  three 
or  four  years  ago,  tbe  question  so  long  agitated  io 
Ckeat  Britain  bad  again  eome  up,  whether  tbe 
monopoly  of  the  trade  to  India  should  remain  with 
the  company,  as  it  bad  done.  Oo  that  occasion, 
it  had  been  ihougbt  |»oper  by  the  British  Goveni- 
mcnt  to  deviate  to  a  certain  eitentfrom  its  former 
policy,  and  open  the  trade  to  British  subjects, 
generally,  under  some  restrictions.  By  the  act 
wbieh  then  passed,  the  British  subjects  were  lim- 
ited to  these  specified  ports;  and  it  had  been 
thought  right  by  Qreat  Britain,  especially  as  it 
was  in  her  opioioo  a  grant  to  us  without  an 
equivalent,  to  limit  our  citizens  to  the  same  ports. 
That  act  of  Parliament,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  a  new 
era  in  the  trade  to  British  India ;  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  estimate  the  value  of  the  concession  to 
us,  without  taking  into  consideration  that  im- 
portaat  change.  When  the  trade  waa  wholly  in 
the  hands  of  the  company,  they  had  beea  foand 
iwompeteat  to  supply  India  with  tbe  apeete  ne- 
MMtrr  for  citcuhuioot  ud  the  tnde  o«d  bem 
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opened  to  us,  and  other  foreign  Powers,  to  make 
up  tbe  deficit.  Now  that  British  subjects  were 
let  into  the  trade,  it  remained  to  be  ascertained  by 
experience  whether  they  could  not  furoiah  tbe 
requisite  supply  of  specie  without  the  aid  of  for- 
eigners. If  they  could,  the  opening  of  the  timdc 
to  foreign  Powers  operates  as  an  advantage  in 
their  favor,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  British 
merchant,  to  the  whole  amount  of  tbe  profits  de- 
rived by  such  foreign  Powers.  These  suggca- 
lions,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  thought  proper  to  make 
to  tbe  Committee,  inasmuch  as  some  gcntlcnen 
might  Dot  have  adverted  to  the  chaaga  of  the 
laws  by  which  that  trade  was  regulated. 

Mr.  Gaston  said,  that  believing  the  conven- 
tion, since  its  ratification  io  due  form,  had  become 
a  law  of  the  land,  and  unable  to  perceive  whcceio 
it  needed  the  help  of  an  act  of  Congress  togireit 
operation,  he  bad  viewed  the  bill  before  tbe  Com- 
mittee as  nugatory  aiKi  unmeaning.  Althoiwfa 
he  bad  thought  it  strange  that  gentlemen  who 
had  abjured  so  many  of  the  errors  of  their  pfede> 
cessors,  should  thus,  by  construction,  retain  and 
perhaps  extend  a  most  inconvenient  error  io  re- 
gard to  the  effect  of  treaties,  he  was  willing, 
without  interruption  on  his  part,  to  indulge  theaa 
in  their  course.  But  regarding  himself  as  baring 
no  agency  in  relation  to  this  conreBtioBi,  he  ban 
not  entertained  the  most  remote  tbowriit  of  ei^ 
aminiog  into  its  merits  or  demerits.  Be  was  ui- 
duced,  however,  to  say  a  word  in  rektion'te  the 
third  article  of  the  convention,  in  consequence  of 
the  observations  made  on  it  by  tbe  bonmUe 
Speaker.  This  gentleman  had  staled,  with  a 
view  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  value  oi  Che  lim- 
ited Bast  India  trade  therein  conceded,  as  oooa- 
pared  with  the  more  general  grant  on  the  aanH 
subject  in  the  Treaty  of  Mr.  Jay,  that,  subaeqaiest 
to  tbe  date  of  that  treaty,  Great  Britain  bad  opened. 
Ibis  trade  to  her  own  subjects,  not  of  tbe  SaaC 
India  Company,  and  therefore  needed  not  so  mneh 
the  assistance  of  foreign  merchants  to  bring  an^ 
plies  of  bullion.  If  ibis  formed  an  hem  fer  rai»- 
log  the  value  of  tbe  coocessioa,  it  was  proper  to 
state  another  fact  which  would  go  to  tbeoepeitle 
side  of  tbe  account,  and  serve  to  adjotl  the  IbL- 
aace.  Since  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty,  (he  helieved  m 
1797,)  tbe  British  Parliament  had  •peacd  tkia 
same  trade  to  tbe  subjects  of  all  frteuly  foraicn 
Powers,  and  to  this  day  without  xtvtxj  it  re- 
mained  open  to  them  all ;  the  &ct  was,  that  tbe 
British  Bast  India  possessions  were  valuahto  mam 
for  revenue  than  oomraeree.  Tbia  revawM  ra> 
quired  a  free  importation  of  biilUoa  frem  wlw** 
ever  quarter  it  could  be  had,  and  a  free  erjwff 
tioQ  of  their  commodities  to  foreign  eonatriea;  it 
was,  besides,  desirable  that  this  exportation  sheald 
be  insde  to  distant  regions,  where  they  were  not 
likely  to  coma  into  direct  eompetitioB  with  the 
manufactures  of  tbe  parent  kingdom. 

Whether  the  East  India  trade  vras  at  all  deai- 
rable  to  this  country,  was  a  question  on  wbieh 
eoligfatcaed  statesmen  greatly  differed}  our  table 
was  noaniog  tuder  tbe  weigi>t  of  petitions  for 
probibitiBg  the  great  mass  of  impoctatians  (vom 
that  qnvicr,  ua  then  bad  btca  a  lanf  and  iMud 
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eompUint  ftgrninst  the  pvrptnal  dnio  of  >peei«  to 
it.  Howeff«r  tbii  aight  it  wu  very  eeruia 
tbat  th«  osly  eoaeewoD  by  <b«  tUnl  wtide 
WM  <rf  m  trtde  almdjr  open  to  m  by  a  geaeitl 
law,  aad  wfatcfa  wai  so  desinUe  to  than  that  they 
-mif^t  find  it  their  taterest  to  pay  oe  a  boMty  not 
to  ^MdoD  it.  OrcM  Britain  and  her  mien  well 
va^rttood  the  spirit  of  traffic,  aod  we  might  rely 
•a  it  tiiey  bad  not  in  this  iastance  given  us  a 
"qmtP'  Without  a  "quo"  in  return  for  It. 

Mr.  Clat  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  !Vorth 
Carolma  and  himself  were  at  issae  on  the  fact. 
Mr.  C.  denied  that  the  trade  to  the  British  East 
Indies  was  open  to  us  by  act  of  Parliament.  By 
tbe  relations  of  the  loeal  authority  of  those 
eoantries,  the  trade  might  be  open  to  us ;  but  the 
difieteooe  between  saco  regnlatioBs  and  the  8tip< 
olatioika  of  a  ueaty  was,  that  if  there  wan  aqy 
value  ift  the  trade  to  the  Briiiah  Eaat  ladia  poa- 
aasuoDs,  the  treaty  stipuUiiioa  ptevwta  us  from 
baiag  deprired  of  it  by  a  repeal  of  thOae  regnla- 
tiaaa  during  ihe  contiauaace  «f  tfaa  treaty.  The 
beaefit  ef  the  trade  iteelf  was  aaottwr question ;  if 
atf  heneficia),  the'ii«ny  did  not  f«ree  it  on  us. 
Mr.  C.  added,  that  be  was  aol  disposed  to  enter 
iato  a  diseoesiM  tff  the  treaty*makiog  power.  It 
migfct  be  sufficient  for  him  te  say  that,  at  the 
Vttrst,  according  to  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  tneactwoald  be  harmless;  whilst, 
in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  on  this  side,  ft  was 
entirely  necessary. 

Hr.  Qaston  rejoined  a  few  words,  rather  in 
acf  aiesceaoe  in  the  idea  of  this  bill  being  harm- 
lev.  As  to  the  But  India  trade,  be  iai£  it  was 
Bot  to  be  preiaraed  that  the  trade  which  the  Qot- 
ernmeot  (tf  Great  Britaio  held  oat  to  erery  foreign 
Power  without  an  equivaleat,  could  itself  be  of 
any  great  use.  As  to  the  stipulation  on  this  head, 
in  tlw  traaty,  supposed  to  be  so  favorable  to  us, 
'Mr.  Q.  laid,  that  Great  Britain  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  giriag  advantages  without  equivalents. 

[In  reply  to  a  previous  remark  of  Mr.  Gaston, 
that  it  was  entirely  an  erior  to  suppose  a  law  oe- 
ceiaary  to  give  effect  to  a  treaty,  which]  being  the 
aapreme  law  of  the  land,  is  paianonc  to  eoHsl- 
ing  lavB — } 

Mr.  PoBBTTH  said,  he  had  no  disposition  to 
csaer  into  the  diaeasiion  of  this  question :  bat  it 
migb*  be  neeessanr  that  he  should  say,  that  the 
paerage  of  this  bill  was  not  merely  haxmtess  bat 
indispeaiaUe;  because  the  power  of  legislation 
was  rested  in  Congress,  and  could  be  exercised 
by  no  other  aatbority.  This  doctrine  was  not 
only  correct  and  Coiutitntional,  bat  had  be<nt 
acted  oo  by  all  Administrations  and  in  all  times. 
The  provisioiu  of  the  treaty  heia^  general,  it  was, 
independent  of  the  general  question  of  the  effect 
of  a  treaty  on  existing  laws,  necessary  to  declare 
la  what  mahner  Uie  act  should  be  carried  iato 
clfect. 

Soae  further  observations  passed  on  this  sub- 
ject between  Bifr.  Gaston  and  Mr.  FoaavTs, 
which  were  afterwards  more  amply  stated  by 
thea  in  debate. 

The  CoiOBitioe  having  rUeo,  and  reported  the 
tall  and  aunendmentt,  an  objaetion  was  iMda  by 
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Mr.  MiLROB  to  an  amendment  going  to  limit  the 
operation  in  the  bill  to  British  vessels  coming  di- 
rectly from  the  British  territories  in  Europe.  On 
this  qoestioi),  some  debate  took  place — Mr.  Fob- 
arVHiMmieoding,  though  be  considered  the  amend- 
ment as  of  00  great  importance,  that  it  was  ac- 
cording to  the  letter  and  spirit  oi  the  treaty. 

On  mMion  of  Mr.  MitNOB^  the  House  adjourned 
withont  deeiding  this  qneetten. 


FaioAT,  Jannary  6. 

Mr.  Wheaton  presented  a  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee of  sundry  manufiiotarers  of  cotton  goods, 
in  Bristol  coaaly,  in  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
all  cotton  goods,  (nankeens  excepted,}  imported 
from  places  beyond  the  Cane  of  Good  Hope,  may 
be  prohibited,  and  that  additional  duties  may  h« 
imposed  oo.  goods  of  that  description  imported 
from  other  eoan tries.— Referred. 

Mr.  SotrraARn  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  the  manufacturers  of  cotton  goodi  la  Som- 
erset county,  New  Jersey. — Referred. 

Mr.  Seboeakt  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  sev- 
eral acts  imposing  duties  on  domestic  maaa&c- 
turers  may  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Sebqbant  also  presented  a  petiooa  of  the 
goldsmiths,  silversmiths,  and  jewellers,  of  the  city 
of  Philadaphia,  praying  that  the  act  inposiag 
duties  on  gold  aad  silver  plate  and^  jewelry  may 
be  repealed. 

Mr.  SBAnra  prcaeated  a  petition  of  aandry  in* 
batntaoia  of  Barren  eomiy,  in  tbe  Btate  of  K«a- 
(ocky,  |waytag  iktt  tba  act  impoaiuf  ^tiei  Mt 
doonatie  maMftetnrcs  may  be  repeawd,aad  dutc 
tkt  d*ty  on  spirfts  may  also  be  repealed. 

Mr.  KMnKTeoH  presented  a  jwtition  of  tbe 
sugar  pHmters,  in  the  Btate  of  Louisiana,  jpraying 
that  the  duties  fatid  during  the  late  war  with  went 
Britiia,  6a  fbreign  sugar,  rum,  and  molasses,  may 
be  made  permanent. — Referred  to  tbeCotnmiuae 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  ricKEBiNo,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  i2th  ultimo,  reported  resolutions  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  compile  and  print,<ace 
in  every  two  years,  a  register  of  all  oooers  aad 
agents,  civil,  military,  and  naval,  in  the  sanrioe 
of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read  twka,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whoteoa  Taea- 
day  BMi. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Baston,  the  Ceoimittoe  oa 
Military  AffiUrs  were  instraeted  to  iiAiaira  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  tb«  print- 
ing and  distribution  among  the  militia  officers  ot 
the  several  Stages  and  Territories,  a  suitable  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  militia  laws  of  the  Uaited 
^tes,  the  roles  and  articles  of  war,  and  the  dis- 
cipliae  adopted  by  the  United  States. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Morrissett,"  was  rend  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  biU,  eirtitled  **Ao  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Henry  Fanning,**  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  Mil,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
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lief  «f  Uartio  Cole,  Jobn  Pollock,  Qeorae  Wert- 
ner,  and  Afarabate  Weltf,'*  was  read  me  tbird 
time,  aod  jpasted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise,  and 
tba  bill  to  aaiborize  tbe  d  iiobai^e  of  James  Jewett 
from  his  imprison  ment,  were  ordered  to  a  third 
readiDg. 

The  Dill  aatboriziog  tbe  |»ymeat  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroTed  io  ibe  serrice  of  tbe 
UDited  States,  daring  toe  war.  was,  od  motioa 
of  Mr.  FoBSTTH,  poBtponed  to  Friday  oezi. 

The  ,Speaxeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Commissiooer  of  the  Geoeral  Land  Of- 
lee,  transmittioff  the  report  of  the.  land  commis- 
sioner for  the  disiriet  east  of  Pearl  rtfer ;  aad 
die  report  of  James  D.  Coolcy,  eommtssioner  for 
the  district  west  of  Pearl  rirer. 

VESSEL  LOST  IN  FLOTILLA  SERVICE. 

Mr.  Yaicoby,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  OD  the  petition  of  William  O'Neale 
and  Robert  Taylor,  whlcli  was  reed,  and  the  res- 
olutioo  therein  contained  was  concurred  in  by 
the  House.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  th»  petitioners  sre  owners  of  the  schooner  Islet, 
whicb>  in  the  month  of  June,  1814,  then  lying  ia  tbe 
river  PatnxMit,  they  ehsrtered  to  the  United  States  o 
«  st<n»4bip  to  the  flotilla  commanded  by  Commodore 
Barney,  upon  the  Allowing  terms:  The  petitionen 
were  to  find  a  sufficient  number  of  Msmen  to  navigate 
the  'TCSsel,  the  captain  of  tbe  Te«el  to  be  under  tbe 
mien  of  tbe  cpmmmder  of  the  flotilla,  to  carry  soch 
qosoti^  of  naval  atoret  as  wu  agreed  on,  and  her 
nfcty,  m  every  respect,  to  be  at  tbe  riak  of  the  owners ; 
Ibr  which  serriees  and  ri$k  the  United  States  agreed 
to  give  to  the  petilianera  the  sum  of  ten  dtdlars  per 
d^r;  tbst,  on  ue  approach  of  the  uieBy,  in  August, 
1814,  it  vras  deemed  prudent  by  the  conunanding  oA- 
osri^  the  flotilla  to  now  it  up,  to  prevnt  its  lUling 
into  the  bands  of  the  enemy,  bitt  the  eebooner  Islet, 
whidi  was  left  to  the  care  and  managementof  Captain 
Taylor,  one  of  the  petitioner^  was  mu  np  the  rivar 
and  sunk  by  him,  to  prevent  tbe  vessel  and  stores  from 
lalling  into  the  bands  of  the  enemy ;  the  vessel  has 
not  bem  raised.  Tbe  petitioners  pray  of  Congress  a 
compensation  equal  to  the  value  of  the  vessel,  and  such 
further  relief  as  may  be  just. 

The  committee  are  of  omnion  that  the  peUtioners, 
having  andertaken  in  their  contract  to  be  at  all  rUk» 
of  the  vessel,  and  the  vessel  having  been  sunk  by  ito 
commander,  who  is  one  of  tbe  petitionen,  are  entitled 
to  no  relieC 

They  therefore  recommend  to  the  House  the  follow- 
ing resolutibn : 

Sttohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  .  petitioners  oui^t 
not  to  be  granted. 

ADMISSION  OF  INDIANA. 
Mr.  JBNNiNoa,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  28ih  ultimo,  on  tbe  petition  of  tbe  Legia- 
ktureof  the  Territory  of  lodiana,  madeadeiailed 
report,  which  was  read ;  when,  Mr.  J.  reported  a 
biU  10  enable  tbe  people  of  the  lodiBna  Territory 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  goreroment,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union, 
on  an  equal  fooUng  with  the  original  Slates; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 


The  report  ia  as  followa : 

That  tbs  said  Teuitoiy  is  bounded  on  &e  east  by 
the  SUto  <tf  Ohio ;  on  the  south  by  the  Steto  of  Ken- 
tucky; on  the  west  by  the  river  Wabadi,  from  ite 
mouth  to  a  point  opposito  the  town  orVincennes,  and 
from  thence  by  a  due  north  line  until  it  iatersecU  k 
due  east  and  west  line  which  shall  touch  the  sonthetB 
extreme  of  Lake  Michigan ;  and  on  the  nbrth  by  th» 
line  last  described ;  that  the  said  TeiritM^  is  a  portion 
of  the  TerritofT  northwest  of  the  riw  Ohio,  whidit 
the  Mdinauce  nr  tbe  government  thereof^  was  ordahsed 
to  eonstituto  not  leas  than  three  nor  more  than  five 
States;  that  the  ordinance  aforesaid,  whenever  the 
Territory  of  Indiana  shall  possess  sixty  thousand  free 
inhabitants,  guaranUes  to  uiose  inhabitants  the  benefit 
of  being  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing wiUi  the  orif^al  States  ;  that  the  ordinance  afore- 
said not  having  declared  under  what  authority  tbe 
population  of  the  said  Tenitot;  should  be  aseertained, 
to  complete  Uirir  title  to  an  admisdon  faito  tbe  Union, 
the  Legidatore  thereof,  after  having,  by  actual  census, 
ascertained  that  the  Territory  of  £adiana  posssssea  a 
population  of  upwards  of  sixty  thousand  free  inbabi* 
tants,  have  deemed  it  the  moat  prudent  and  reapeetful 
to  submit  to  Congress  the  result  of  Uiat  census,  and 
ask  the  passage  of  a  law  to  endile  the  people  of  said 
Territory  to  fitrm  a  constitution  and  Steto  Government. 

Your  committer  bdieving  tbe  said  Territory  to  poa- 
sess  a  populatiou  of  aixty  tlwusand  free  inbabitante,  at 
leaat,  deem  it  unnecessary  to  ofier  any  fiutber  reason* 
in  support  of  the  expediency  of  granting  the  principal 
prayer  of  the  memo'rialiste ;  and  therefOTs  beg  Ifave  to 
report  a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Indiana  to  form  a  constitution  and  Stete  government, 
on  conditions  not  less  advantageous  and  similar  to  those 
heretofore  granted  to  other  Territories  of  the  Unted 
Stotes. 

CoBTsoH,  February  24,  1816. 
Dsi.B  Sia:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  embrace 
tbe  first  moment  within  my  power  to  send  you  a  cer- 
tified statement  of  the  census  of  the  Indiana  Territorj, 
taken  from  tiw  official  xeturns  of  the  listers,  certified 
by  the  clerks  of  the  various  counties,  and  forwarded  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  tiie  sud  TerritMY,  at 
their  sesnon  which  CMnmenced  on  the  4th  day  of  De- 
cember, I6l6,  to  wit: 

CouuiMi  'Whkenuaesof2I  TcUlNo. 

ftad  npwuda. 


Wayne,  - 
Fianklin,  - 
Dearborn, 
Switzerland, 
Jefierson,  - 
Clirk, 

Washington, 
Harrison, 
Knox, 
Gibson,  - 
Posey,  - 
Warrick,  . 
Perry,  - 


1,4W 
MS 

377 
874 
1,387 
1,420 
1,056 
1,391 
1,100 
820 
S80 
S60 


68,807 


*  From  the  county  of  Perry,  no  lister's  book  had 
been  received  from  the  dei^  but  the  repreaentotive  of 
that  county  aays  he  bad  the  nnmbn-  dmva  stoled  firom 
good  authority. 
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I,  Willnm  HflDdrickf,  Clerk  of  the  Hoqm  ofRepra- 
wmM&wm,  do  hareby  OMtify  thtt  the  within  statemetit 
ia  comet.   CHren  nada  my  hand  the  daj  above  writ- 

W.  HENDmCKS,  Ckrk  ^tU 

UrnPORMlTY  OP  ELECTION. 

Mr.  PrcKBHS,  of  North  Caroliaa,  roae  to  make 
a  motion  oa  a  subject  which  be,  had  for  some 
lime  coDvidered  of  great  imporiaoee  to  the  oa- 
tioDal  iDteresi.  Although  he  had  heretofore  in 
Taio  pressed  it  od  the  coosideratioo  of  the  House, 
he  thought  the  ehaage  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  natiuo,  aud  the  harmonious  relations  of  po- 
litical parties,  at  present,  justified  the  hope  that 
he  should  dow  meet  with  belter  success.  The 
proposiiiOQ  he  was  about  to  submit  bad  at  differ* 
cut  times  beeu  supported  bjr  the  UDantmoos  vote 
of  both  branches  of  the  Le|(i«Jatare  of  Norili  Car- 
oliaa ;  aad  nnder  the  suction  of  this  respectable 
aathoriiy,  he  ibooffbt  it  his  daty  again  to  wSfer  it 
to  the  eonsideralian  of  the  House,  whieb  he  did 
in  the  followiag  shape: 

JteaoM,  bu  Me  SmaU  and  Hmue  of  S^mnta- 
tha  of  the  united  Statet  ofAmtriea  in  Congrataa- 
teoMed,  two  thirdt  of  both  Houtea  ememrin^  therein^ 
That  the  fbUowintr  araeudment  to  the  Conalitatioa  of 
Ae  United  States,  be  juroposed  to  the  Legidatores  of 
the  aeTeial  StatM,  which,  when  ratified  hj  the  Legis* 
latares  of  three  feoitbs  of  the  said  States^  shall  be 
Tslid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  •  put  of  the  said 
CoDstitatioa. 

For  the  puipoee  of  choosing  RepresentatiTes  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  eaeb  State  tbaU  be  di< 
Tided,  by  its  Legtdatore»  mto  a  number  of  districU 
equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which  the 
State  may  be  entitled. 

Each  district  shall  contain,  ag  nearly  as  may  be, 
equal  number!^  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding 
to  the  wbole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those 
bound  to  service  for  •  term  of  years,  and' excluding  In* 
iaaoB  not  taxed,  Uiree  fifths  of  all  odier  posona. 

la  eadi  district  the  qualifled  voters  anall  elect  one 

^f!n^Se*pmrpoee  of  choosing  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each  State 
shall  be  districted,  by  its  Legislature,  into  a  nomber  of 
districts  eqoal  to  the  number  of  Electors  to  which  the 
State  may  be  entitled.  Each  district,  shall  coataio,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  equal  numbers;  which  ahall  be  deter- 
mined by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons, 
indading  thoss  bound  to  serve  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
wcelading  Indians  not  taxed,  threa-fiftbs  of  all  other 
peisoosL  In  each  district  the  persona  qualified  to  vote 
Ibr  RepresentatiTcs  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  shall  dioose  one  Elector;  the  Tjegislature  of 
each  State  shall  have  power  to  regulate  the  manner 
of  holding  elections,  and  making  returns  of  the  Elec- 
tors chosen.  In  case  all  the  Electors  shall  not  meet 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  giving  their  votes, 
a  mi^ty  of  the  Electors  met  idiall  have  power,  and 
proceed  to  aupply  the  vacancy. 

A  dhiaon  ot  the  BUtea  into  districts,  for  choosing 
Bsprsaaatativea  in  the  Coagress  of  the  United  Stales, 
aaa  into  districts  for  choosing  Electors  oi  Prendent 
sad  Vice  PMsitet  of  the  United  States,  shall  take 
llace  as  seen  as  eonvsaieatiy      be,  after  eacit  sihi> 


H.orR. 


meration  and  spportiomnent  of  Rspresentativcs  shall 
be  made,  wbidi  diitrieta  shall  remain  unaltered,  until 
after  the  sncoseding  ennmatatlon  sad  appwUomaaat 
of  ReiNreseatMiTse. 

The  resolntion  was  twice  read,  and  reftrred  to 
a  Comniltee  of  the  Wbole. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  resumed  the  coDsideratioa  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bilk 
carrying  into  effect  the  commercial  coaveatioa 
with  Great  Britain. 

The  question  bein^  on  the  agreemest  to  the 
ameudmeots  reported  bv  the  C^mnulteeof  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  defended  the  amendment.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  that  coustructioo  and  no  other 
ought  to  be  pat  oa  the  t^ijr,  which  was  embraeed 
by  the  amendment.  In  the  constrnciion  of  ao^ 
part  of  an  instniffleDi,/eferenee  mutt  be  made  to 
lis  object.  The  whole. objeet  of  the  treaty  was, 
to  relate  the  direct  commerce  between  the  Uni* 
ted  States  and  the  territories  of  Qreat  Britain  in 
Europe.  The  exception  in  respect  to  the  Bast 
lodia  trade  proved  the  rule,  and  excluded  the  idea 
of  other  exceptions.  The  correctness  of  this  ooa- 
slructioDjbe  said,  was  further  evinced  by  the  cor- 
rcspoodeoee  between  our  Ministers  and  the  Brtt- 
isb  n^otiators,  d&c.',  as  he  proceeded  to  show,  by 
reference  tu  the  published  correspoodeoce,  dbc. 

Mr.  ROBBRTSON,  after  remarking  tbatnoiufer- 
ence  could  be  drawn  from  papers  not  before  the 
House,  (as  the  correspoodeoce  of  our  Mioiatere 
was  not,)  proceeded  to  observe,  that  be  could  not 
see  the  necessity  of  the  ameadmenl.  It  did  not 
belong  to  the  treaty,  any  more  than  lo  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States.  That  treaty  gave  priv- 
ilegesjof  which  this  amendment,  if  adopted,  would 
deprire  as.  The  atnendment  went  to  cat  off  a 
trade  which  it  ia  of  imporiaaee  to  us  to  preserve. 
The  terms  of  the  instrument  to  be  carried  into 
effect  by  the  bill,  did  not,  aefar  as  be  could  aa- 
deraiand,  authorize  the  constraction  that  British 
vessels,  coming  from  other  than  British  ports,  aie 
to  be  subject  to  higher  duties  than  if  they  came 
direct  from  a  port  of  Oreat  Britain.  The  terms 
of  the  treaty  and  the  interestsof  commerce  equally 
forbade  such  a  construction.  Appreciating  the 
capability  and  enterprise  of  this  as  a  navigating 
and  ship-building  people,  he  was  perfectly  ready 
to  enter  the  lists  with  any  or  all  commercial 
nations,  on  the  fair  and  liberal  principles  belong- 
ing to  commerce,  unaffected  by  commercial  re- 
strictions. He  desired  no  more,  in  this  respeet, 
than  that  we  shoatd  be  placed  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  other  Powers,  ttoi  doahtiog  but  weshowd 
gain  profit  from  the  competition.  He  referred 
to  the  act  of  the  last  Congress,  hypoifaelically  le- 
pealiogthe  discrirotaating  duties,  as  evidenea  of 
the  intention  of  Congress  to  hold  oat  an  invita- 
tion to  all  nations  to  do  away  their  discrimii^- 
tiog  duties,  on  a  pledge  that  we  would  do  the 
same.  The  treaty,  he  said,  was  merely  an  echo 
of  the  principles  of  that  law.  Then  why  should 
□ot  the  most  liberal  ioterpretatioo  be  given  to  the 
treaty  ?  He  eoald,  he  said,  readily  eoneeiTe  that 
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«  e«BiD«n«  eanried  od  eiHiHtoanly  ^jr  Qimt 
fifittiD,  luder  anch  a  flOfMlnietioi]»  wouU  be  of 
tat  tittle  imporla&ce  to  hei,  beeaiiae  of  ibe  fria* 
tire  situatioD  of  her  and  our  uoxla,  Bot  there 
w«fe  many  oases  occurriog  io  the  course  of  eom- 
marcial  traosaciioDs,  when  the  privilege  would 
be  highly  adraougeous  to  us,  as  in  the  case  of 
clearing  out  to  one  port,  and  desiring  lo  seek  fur- 
ther for  a  market,  &c.,  a  case  daily  occorring. 
For  the  oonsiruotioD  of  a  treaty  we  ought  to  resort 
Bowbere  but  to  the  insirumeBt  itself  j  and  be  did 
not  thiok  the  ameDdment  could  be  aa{nortfld  on  it. 

Mr.  TooKM  saidftbftt  he  feared  be  sboald  iacur 
the  impatsiion  ctf  pmiuifrtioiit  ia  Tsstariag  upMi 
m  diieinsion  iDTolving  eommercia!  considerations, 
with  wbieh  he  eoula  not  prvtend  to  be  familiar. 
ConTinoed,  bowavcr,  d  the  impropriety  of  soob 
of  the  amendmento  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  the  whtde  House, as  had  a  tendency  to  diserira- 
imte  between  the  dtrecljind  indirect  trade  with 
the  British  dominions  in  Europe,  he  rose  very  re- 
epeclfully  to  suggest  to  his  friend,  at  the  bead  of 
the  Committee  oT  Foreign  Affairs,  the  propriety 
of  walriiig  those  amendments;  and, at  the  same 
time,  to  oner  to  the  House  the  reasons  wbieb  had 
Indoced  sneh  a  su^estion. 

It  appears  to  me,  continued  Mr.  T.,  that  in  le- 
gislating on  this  convention,  we  should  confine 
ounelves  to  the  terms  of  the  instrument  itself, 
without  attempting,  by  any  anperadded  phrase- 
ology, to  gin  It  a  constcnetion  which  we  may 
suppose  it  will  bear.  The  tenas  of  the  law  ought 
tfvietly  to  correspond  with  those  of  the  treaty,  wst 
In  dejpnrting  from  it  we  sbonld  baurd  a  breneb 
«  faitb,  the  iapnlation  of  which  we  should  be 
selieitous  to  avwd.  Whether  we  regard  the  eon- 
¥«ntion  as  so  plain  as  not  to  be  susceptible  of  a 
twofold  meaning,  or  not,  it  is  equally  evident  ibnt. 
it  would  be  unwrse  to  depart  from  its  pbraseol<^y 
in  framing  the  act  under  consideration.  For,  if 
it  be  not  susceptible  of  mora  than  one  meaning, 
why  shall  we  attempt  to  explain  what  requires  no 
exjilanasion  t  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  does  admit 
of  a  ilouble  censtrootion,  what  right  have  we,  as 
one  of  the  contracting  parties,  to  pronounce  npon 
=  the  true  interpretation  of  the  instrument,  which 
nny  not  equatlv  be  elauaned  by  the  other  partjr  to 
Ae  eoBTentioB  i  Br  aneh  m  eonrae  of  prooeodingt 
dietieaty  itself  wonln  be  iheaoniec  of  mott  aninus 
eollision*.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  we  shodd 
fKtt  this  act  in  tbe  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  leave 
-  to  tbe  Bxeeutires  of  the  two  nations  to  leuie  and 
n^OBt  any  unbiguity  it  majr  contain,  no  eril  can 
ensue.  If  it  be  nttenpied,  in  the  two  countries, 
to  settle  the  meaning;  of  the  iostruncot  hj  legis- 
Wtire  provision,  it  is  probable  the  parties  will 
soon  be  at  issue,  as  ao  means  can  be  devised  for 
mutual  cxplanaiionB  between  them,  in  a  legisla* 
tive  obaraeter.  Bat,  if  the  adjustment  be  left 
with  the  Executive,  such  mutuaLexpianations  can 
and  will  uke  place,  and  every  unpleasant  eolhsion 
may  be  avoided< 

But  let  us  inquire  for  a  moment,  whether  tbe 
«vUs  likely  to  be  incurred  by  the  United  Sutes. 
in  ease  tbe  provisions  of  the  treaty  are  confined 
to  the  direct  trade,  are  of  so  icrioua  a  nature,  as 
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lo  tempt  nsj  even  for  a  moment,  to  put  nt  hasard 
our  repuWiofi  (at  good  faith.  So  &r  from  believ- 
ing that  we  shall  sudEer  by  such  a  constroetion,  I 
feel  perfectly  satisfied  that  we  should  be  the  gain- 
ers ;  and,  though  I  em  conscious  that  I  approach 
a  cnbjeot  on  which  commercial  men  ought  chiefly 
to  be  consultedj  yet,  I  will  eolieit  iba  nttention  of 
tbe  House,  whilst  I  distinctly  state  the  reasonsof 
this  opinion. 

Pursuing  the  latitude  which  has  beea  takea  by 
<Mhers,  I  shall  embrace  in  my  remarks  both  Uie 
amendments  which  conteuplaie  a  distinetioB  be- 
tween the  direct  and  indirect  tnde.  There  ate 
two  clauses  of  tbe  treaty  which  are  affected  bf 
these  amendments.  The  first  relates  to  the-cqnil- 
tzation  of  tbe  tonoaae,  or  duties  and  charges  of 
the  vessel,  and  provides  that  "  no  higher  or  other 
'  duty  or  charges  shall  be  imposed  in  any  of  the 
'  ports  of  the  United  States  on  British  vessels,  than 
'  those  payable  in  the  same  ports  by  vessels  of  the 
'  Uoited  States,"  with  a  correspondent  provision 
in  favor  of  the  United  States.  If  ibis  proTision 
be  confined  to  tbe  direct  trade  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain,  aOMHiling  to  the 
terms  of  tbe  bill,  as  amended  by  the  oomnittee. 
British  vessels,  it  is  true,  could  not  eater  into  a 
competition  with  ao  American  vessel,  in  enrtying 
British  artieles  from  the  ooiuinent  of  Elur(^  or 
other  foreigD  ports  to  America,  because  fhea4di> 
tional  tonnage  irould  give  a  praferenoe  to  tbe 
American  bottom.  But  it  must  be  reeoUeeted 
that  a  reoiproeal  disadvantage  it  ineurred  by 
American  bouoms  in  a  like  trade  from  tbe  Conti- 
nent to  Ghvat  Britain,  in  American  articles ;  and 
that]  according  to  the  narrow  and  limited  con- 
struction contended  for,  an  American  vessel  could 
not  enter  into  a  competition  with  a  British  vessel 
in  the  carriage  from  the  Continent  to  Cheat  Brit- 
ain. But  what  will  be  tbe  operation  of  the  con- 
vention? To  permit  American  vessels  to  com- 
pete on  equal  terms  with  Bj-iiisb  vessels,  in  the 
carriage  of  American  produce  from  tbe  Continent 
and  euewbere,  to  Cheat  Britain,  or  in  any  other 
trade  which  is  now  permitted,  or  may  be  berenfter 
sulG&red  to  be  carried  oa  in  foreign  ships  at  all ; 
and  to  give  a  eonespondent  privilege  to  Britiah 
vessels  in  tbe  trade  to  the  United  8tatas«f  Amer^ 
ici.  WUeh  thMi  m  likely  to  derive  the  graMnst 
advantnge  from  «bn  regulation  ?  That  whioh  is 
most  likely  to  avail  itself  exMuivelv  of  the  ptfr- 
ileges  of  tbe  convention.  And  which  It  most 
likely  to  avail  itself  extensively  of  these  privileges? 
Tbe  American  ship  owner,  i  presume,  since  tbe 
proximity  of  tbe  ports  between  which  he  will 
generally  trade,  wul  make  the  pursuit  mere  con- 
venient and  more  profiuble  than  that  in  which 
the  British  ship  owner  can  be  employed,  under 
tbe  same  provisions  of  the  convention.  It  seeou 
manifest,  lor  instance,  that  it  would  be  much  more 
convenient  for  an  American  to  enter  into  tbe 
tradebetween  Portugal  and  England,  distant  from 
each  other  only  a  few  days'  sail,  than  fair  «n  £!i>' 
gUshmfto  to  e^nm  in  the  trade  betwen  PtHiDge! 
and  the  United  States,  separated  as  they  are  ny 
an  ocean  of  3,000  miles ;  if  so,  more  of  oor  ship 
owners  than  of  the  &itisb,  are  likely  to  anu 
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thtouelres  of  the  pririkges  of  ihe  cruly,  and  of 
oonne  ws  sball  gain  more  than  we  can  lose  by 
ita  slipBlaiioDs,  in  reiauoo  lo  toonage,  aceontiiig 
to  tlie  constTUCtioQ  for  which  I  coateod. 

So  much  then  for  Uie  proTiaioo  in  relation  to 
ihe  tODoage.  Let  as  next  see  what  is  the  opera- 
tion of  tlie  next  elanst. 

It  provides  that  the  same  daliea  shall  be  paid 
'  on  the  importation  into  the  United  States  of 
'  SBV  arlieles,  tht  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
*  ctf  His  Brimooie  Blajestr^  itnitories  in  Europe, 
'  wiMther  sneh  iaaporiauoa  be  in  AaurietD  or 
'  Briti^  veasels,^'  with  a  cOTrespondeat  proviiioii 
in  faTor  of  Amerioui  anieles.  The  remarks 
ah-eady  made  in  rdation  to  the  former  clause 
apply  with  the  same  force  to  this.  There  is,  it 
is  trae,  bat  little  {irobabilitr  of  either  of  the  two 
nations  engft||;ing  in  an  indirect  trade,  so  long  as 
this  convention  last^  by  which  the  direct  trade 
is  permitted  on  sucn  adTaaiageous  terms.  In 
the  nature  of  things,  every  merchant  will  prefer 
the  direct  to  the  roandabout  trade.  The  import- 
ation i»to  the  United  States,  of  British  articles 
fjcwn  foreign  ports  other  than  those  of  Ctreat  Brit- 
ain, wili,  iterefore,  rarely  take  place,  and  will, 
I  presame,  be  eonfioed  to  cases  where  the  Brit- 
ish goods  do  not  find  a  ready  sale  in  the  foreign 
mariet,  and  are  sent  to  Ameriea  from  thenee,  as 
affiordii^  a  better  prospect  of  nCTematlte  adrant- 
an.  So^  too,  the  importation  into  the  poru  of 
VMmt  Kntaio,  from  continratal  ports,  of  Ameri- 
can merehandise,  will  only  occur  when  the 
American  merchant,  afier  reaching  the  foreign 
port,  fintb  it  lo  his  advantaige  to  cfaao^  his  mar- 
ket, and  sends  his  cargo  from  its  first  port  of  dcs- 
ttoation  to  Great  Britain.  Which  of  these  eases 
is  Uixly  to  occur  most  frequently?  Is  it  more 
piobaUe  that  the  exporter  of  manufactures  from 
Cheat  Bf  itain  will  find  it  neeessary  to  change  his 
market,  and  send  his  goods  from  the  continent  of 
Bvrope  or  other  foreign  ports  to  the  United  Slates, 
or  that  the  American  exporter  of  tobacco  and 
^lon  will,  on  his  arrival  at  a  contineatat  port, 
find  his  advantage  in  lookiogfor  a  better  market 
in  LdMdon  or  Liverpool  1  The  latter,  without 
4oiibt.  The  former  must  rarely  happen— the 
latter,  as  my  friend  from  Louiuana  baa  already 
iaiisMied,  oeenrs  v«ry  frequntly.  Great  disad- 
VuiMgu 'm  tack  eases  would,  of  course,  be  cxpt- 
rieDCM,  if  the  AAoiean  merehant  should,  in  the 
tinreign  port,  when  he  wished  to  chaage  hts  mar- 
ketf  cBoounter  addiltooal  tma^  and  additional 
iiaportaL  in  ease  he  made  aae  of  an  American  ves- 
sel for  the  transportation.  In  truth,  no  Amerioan 
Tesseleottld  ealer into  theeompetition  with  British 
hottmms  under  sueh  unpiopitious  circumstances. 
Yet  would  this  be  preeisriy  the  state  of  things  if 
the  tmty  be  confined  to  the  direct  trade.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  it  applies  also  to  the  indirect  trade, 
the  tobacco  and  cotton,  and  other  bulky  articies, 
of  American  export,  may  change  tbeir  market 
without  its  being  necessary  to  seek  for  British 
vessels,  to  the  exclnsicm  of  those  of  the  United 
Stales ;  a»d  Amerioan  vessels  would  thus  mo- 
AopoliEe  very  soon  the  freight  from  uAich  they 
ua  BOW  excHided* 


I  cannot,  therefore,  but  believe,  that  it  is  our 
interest  to  contend,  that  the  convention,  accord- 
ing to  the  true  constraetioD  of  it,  comprehends 
the  indirect  as  well  as  the  direct  trade.  That 
snch  was  the  intention  of  the  American  commis- 
stoaers,  and  the  wish  of  the  American  (Govern- 
ment, is  iadeed  strongly  inferrible  from  the  exist- 
ence of  ibeaet  of  Coogrew,  read  by  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana,  in  which  the  most  general  terms 
are  used,  ei^ually  comprehensive  with  those  in 
the  eonveatioD,aDd  eqiwHy  embraeing  indirect 
as  well  as  direct  trade.  With  this  strong  and 
deeisite  expression  of  the  legislative  wlE,  the 
Executive  have  eoDclttded  this  oonvnntioD.  They 
seem  to  have  followed  the  expressions  ef  the  act, 
nor  could  they  or  the  commissioners  be  justly 
censured,  if  the  provisioas  were  reaHy  disad- 
vantageous. Believing  the  eontrary,  as  I  do^I 
cannot  give  my  assent  to  an  ameodment  wbieh 
would  exclude  us  from  a  fair  advantage  gained 
by  the  treaty ;  and,  even  if  my  impressions  on  this 
sutrjeet  were  different,  I  should  think  it  improper 
to  attempt  a  legislative  exposition  of  the  insiru- 
meni.  As  I  have  already  intimated,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  be  most  advisable  to  leave  the 
construction,  if  doubtful,  to  be  settled  between  the 
Executives  of  the  two  nations,  without  haxard- 
ing  collision  or  a  breach  ef  ftith,  by  iatrodnciag 
into  the  law  out  own  iat«pietatioa. 

Mr.  Oaitoh  said,  that  be  had  yesterday^  la 
CommiUee  of  the  Whole,  expressed  -an  opinion 
in  relation  to  this  Mil,  which  subsequent  reflec- 
tion had  eonvinoed  him  was  erroneous. '  He  had 
remarked,  that  although  the  bill  was  in  his  judg- 
ment unoeoessary,  it  was  nevertheless  harmless. 
He  was  bow  satisfied  that  the  bill  was  not  only 
UDoecessary,  but  of  a  pernicious  character;  and 
while  he  owed  it  to  the  House  to  retract  his  error, 
be  owed  to  himself  an  apology  for  adopting  it. 
The  fact  was,  that  believing  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives could  bitve  00  agency  kt  executing 
the  commcreul  convention  between  the  Uoitea 
Slates  and  Great  Britain,  and  having  his  atten- 
tion much  occupied  with  public  business  of  a  dif- 
forent  chamoter,  he  had  thought  very  little  of  the 
eooveatioa  itself,  or  of  the  bill  whteh  had  been 
ittttodttced  for  carryiag  it  iato  efleet.  And  when 
it  was  remarked  hf  a  mea^r  of  the  eoountltee, 
tbata  law  te-eaaetiag  what  he  (Mr.  G.)  •opMsea 
to  be  already  law,  was  at  wont  but  a  npemooos 
act  of  legislation  ,and  could  not  therefore  do  barm ; 
the  remark  seemed  phrasible,  and  coaimanded 
his  assent  for  the  moment.  Perfoetly  persaaded, 
however,  thai  this  impresaiea  was  inoorrect,  and 
that  any  legislation  by  the  House  was  full  ef 
mischief,  he  would  submit  a  motion  caleulated  ■ 
to  try  the  priucipde  of  the  biU.  He  therefore 
moved  itsindefintte  postponemenL 

la  making  this  motion,  he  assured  the  House, 
that  he  was  not  actuated  by  anything  like  a  spirit 
of  opposition.  He  had  come  tntoCoogress  with 
a  perfect  disposition  to  ee-operate  with  his  asso- 
ciates of  whatever  political  party,  in  any  nea- 

i seres  which  might  promote  tbe  public  weal. 
And  he  iadulgod  the  lume,  that  now,  whea  the 
tronUed  nq^c  of  war  had  departed,  and  the  4ay- 
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■Ur  of  tiewe  again  beamed  od  our  laad,  there 
would  be  at  leait  a  abort  interrai  of  calm  and 
winshine,  in  nhich  all  eould  work  ebeerfuUy  aod 
hannooiousljr  together. 

Id  aitempting  to  show  ibe  impropriety  of  the 
bill,  Mr.  G.  would  endeavor,  if  possible,  not  to 
tread  upon  the  ground  cooseorated  by  party  pre- 
judice. He  believed  ii  waa  not  necessary  for  his 
argameot  to  lay  down  any  priaciptes  in  relatioo 
to  the  effect  ot  a  treBtv  constitutionally  made, 
that  might  not  be  conceded  as  correct  by  the  an- 
cient champions  of  the  party  which  now  held 
the  government  of  the  CJaion.  It  would  no  doubt 
be  recollected,  that  a  vehemeot  contest  about  tbe 
efficacy  of  the  Briiibh  Treaty  bad  taken  place  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  at  an  early  period 
of  our  Federal  Government.  He  could  not  un- 
dertake to  apeak  cODfidentljr  of  the  opinions  of  all 
who  took  part  in  that  eoniroversy,  (for  it  was  a 
long  while  since  be  bad  read  the  debate,)  but  be 
believed  the  great  point  in  contestation,  was  tbe 
nature  of  the  obligation  on  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentatives  to  make  appropriations  in  conformity 
to  tbe  treaty.  One  class  of  politicians  (and  he 
believed  them  right,)  considered  it  as  a  moral 
obligation  which  could  only  yield  to  obligations 
of  a  paramount  kind.  Tbe  other  class  of  poli- 
ticians viewed  it  as  an  obligation  of  discretion 
only,  which  left  tbe  House  a  full  right  to  judge 
of  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  the  treaty. 
There  could  not  have  been  a  serious  difference 
of  opinion  among  tbe  wise  and  able  men  of  either 
tide,  whether  a  treaty  constitutionally  made, 
vpon  a  subject  fit  for  a  trei^,  was  or  was  not  a 
law}  to  beexeeated  by  the  Bfnoutive,  exponnded 
by  the  Jadieiary.  as  otlnr  lawa  made  in  oiber 
forma,  presoribed  by  the  CoaatUtttion.  The 
words  of  that  instrumrat  were  too  precise  to  ad- 
mit of  rational  doubt.  "  This  Constitution)  and 
'  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be 
'  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made, 

*  or  which  shall  be  made  under  the  authority  or 
'  tbe  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 

*  tbe  land."— Art.  6,  part  2d.  "  He  the  (President) 
'  shall  lake  care  that  tbe  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
'  cuted."— Art.  2d.  sec.  3d.  "Tbe  judicial  power 
*■  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  aris- 
'  ing  under  this  Constitution,  tbe  laws  of  the 

*  United  Stales,  and  the  treaties  made,  or  which 

*  shall  be  made,  under  their  authority."— Art.  3. 
'sec.  a. 

That  it  was  never  supposed  necessary  to  im- 
part a  lef  islative  sanetion  to  a  treaty,  in  order  to 
vest  it  with  every  attribnts  of  a  law,  was  further 
evinced  by  the  uniform  practice  of  our  Oovem- 
ment  under  different  Administrations.  Notwith- 
slanding  tbe  British  Treaty  contained  Tarious 
provisions  of  a  commercial  character,  no  act  of 
Congress  was  passed  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
Tbe  sole  legislation  which  took  place  was  an  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  pay  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  bo  appointed  under  tbe  treaty.  This 
was  done  precisely  ujran  the  same  principles  as 
an  appropriation  is  made  to  defray  the  expenses 
attending  the  execution  of  other  laws;  not  be- 
cause the  treaty  or  the  laws  requiie  such  saoetion 
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to  give  them  validity,  hut  because,  by  tbe  Coasti- 
tuHon,  public  revenue  eaa  only  be  disbotsed  in 
consequence  of  regular  appropriations.  But  there 
was  a  later  precedent,  directly  in  point,  and  which 
some  gentlemen  might  be  disposed  to  regard  with 
greater  reverence.  In  the  eoDveotion  which  was 
concluded  between  tbe  United  States  and  tbe 
First  Consul  of  the  French  Republic,  there  was 
an  article  stipulating  that  captures  made  on  either 
side  should  be  restored.  The  French  ship  Ber- 
ceau  bad  been  captured  by  us  long  before,  and  by 
the  laws  of  tbe  land  bad  become  tbe  absolate 
property  of  the  nation.  No  act  of  Congress  wu 
passed,  none  was  supposed  necessary,  to  eni^e 
the  President  to  transfer  this  property  of  the  ot- 
tion  to  tbe  French  Republic.  The  treaty  wu 
deemed  law  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
then  President  (Mr.  Jefferson)  caused  theBe^ 
ceau  to  be  restOEed  according  to  the  trea^. 

Mr.  G.  was  perfecity  aware  that  treaties  like 
other  laws,  might  be  so  made  as  to  require  the 
sid  of  supplemental  legislation.  Such,  however, 
was  not  tbe  ease  with  the  eoovention  referred  to 
in  this  bill.  A  remark  was  yesterday  made  by  a 
gentleman  from  Qeoi|;ia,  (Mr.  FoBarru,)  da- 
signed  to  show  that  this  convention  needed  saeh 
auxiliary  legislation;  but,  on  reflection,  be  was 
satisfied  that  the  remark  was  not  well  founded. 
The  gentleman  observed  that  the  convention  stip- 
ulated only  for  an  equality  of  duties  in  certain  I 
cases,  upon  imporutions  in  British  and  American  I 
vessels,  without  specifying  whether  this  equality  I 
was  to  be  produced  by  raising  tbe  rates  on  Ameri- 
can vessels^  or  depressing  those.on  British  vesa^ 
It  will  be  found,  however,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the 
treaty,  in  this  respecL  executes  itself.  We  have 
laws  fixing  tbe  rate  or  tonnage  on  American  tcs- 
sels,andihedutfeBonimportalionsintbem.  Oth- 
er laws  prescribe  that  additional  rates  and  di^es 
shsll  be  imposed  in  the  case  of  foreign  ressela. 
A  treaty  is  then  made  with  Great  Britain  pre- 
scribing that  her  vessels  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  rates  and  duties  as  are  levied  on  Am^ican 
ships.  As  this  treaty  is  a  law  of  ihe  laod,  it 
should  be  construed  precisely  as  any  other  law. 
Suppose  tbe  stipulations  were  contained  in  an  act 
of  Congress,  then,  upon  the  principle  that  the 
subsequent  acts  repeal  so  much  of  the  prior  acts 
as  is  inconsistent  with  them,  ihe  effect  assuredly 
is  to  except  British  ships  from  the  operation  of  tbe 
laws  affecting  foreign  vessels  generally.  What- 
:  ever  your  duties  may  be  in  re^rd  to  Amcriean 
bottom^  the  same  duties  are,  by  the  treaty,  made 
to  apply  to  Britiah  thipu 

Mr.  G.  said  that  these  observations  were  de-  , 
signed  to  prove,  and,  in  his  judgment,  did  proTe, 
that  the  bill  was  unnecessary.  This,  however, 
was  but  introductory  to  the  position  which  he  bad 
advanced,  that  the  bill  was  of  a  dangerous  and  in- 
jurious character.  In  a  Government  of  laws,  it 
was  always  to  be  desired  that  those  who  were 
called  on  to  obey,  and  those  who  were  appolaitd 
to  expound  tbe  national  will,  should  not  be  per- 
plexed and  embarrassed  by  superfluous  regula- 
tions. But  there  were  prominent  and  especial 
evils  following  from  an  unueeessacy  l^gisiatiea 
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in  rcnrd  to  treaties.  Tbepower  of  makioff  tbem,  [ 
said  Mr.  6.,  i«i  by  the  Constiiaiion,  vested  in  the 
Pmideot,  calliog  to  his  aid  the  coaosel  of  the 
Senate.  If  thia  power  be  m>  exercised  that  the 
treaty  caa  esecale  itself  what  is  the  efleet  of  ao 
UDDCcessary  law  enacted  for  its  ezecQtion  1  To 
the  ihongnilesa  aod  saperfieial  tt  mtgbt  seem 
merely  ao  eoeroachment  upon  t^e  prerogatiTe  of 
the  EzecQU'r^  aod  this  might  not  tw  deemed  ao 
evil  rery  maeh  to  be  dreaded  by  the  friends  of 
poiitfcal  freedom.  But,  in  fact,  it  is  not  a  dtrai- 
lotiro  of  the  power  of  the  Bxeeotire;  it  is  a 
diffiinanen  only  of  his  rrsponsibility.  The  law 
confers  no  additiooal  ralidity  oo  the  treaty;  it  ie 
altogether  iDoperaiire,  except  as  an  implied  sanc- 
tioD  of  tke  terms  of  the  treaty.  The  Pcesideoi 
is  aosweraUe  for  making  a  bad  eompact ;  bat, 
aoder  the  form  aod  pretenee  of  enlarging  legisla- 
tive power,  a  shield  is  to  be  iaterposedwtweeD 
him  and  the  pablio  eeosoie. 

Besides,  if  the  precedent  be  established  that  a 
tre«t3r  must  be  legislated  into  validity,  an  obliga- 
tion is  imposed  upon  the  Legislature,  and  every 
branch  of  it,  to  make  the  provisionti  of  the  law 
ettform  strictly  to  the  stfpalations  of  the  trea- 
ly.  In  other  words,  the'  Legislatnre  must  ex- 
poOad  the  treaty.  It  is  easy  to  point  out  some 
ttriking  absordities  which  woald  result  from  this 
doetrine,  though  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  all  that 
will  arise  from  it.  Let  as  suppose  a  complex 
treaty,  in  the  exposition  of  parts  of  which  there 
is  an  honest  aod  importaot  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  Iwo  branches  of  the  L^tsiatore. 
What  is  10  be  done?  Ordinary  difference  of 
opinion  which  eannot  be  removed,  and  where 
co-operation  is'  necessary,  may  be  adjusted  by 
compromise.  But  oo  this  subject  compromise  is 
impraciieable.  The  sacrifices  required  to  be  mu- 
toally  made  are  not  of  opinion  on  a  qnestion  of 
expediency,  but  of  conscience  on  a  matter  of 
rij^  Bach  is  bound  by  the  highest  of  obliga- 
tions to  expound  the  treaty  according  to  the  de- 
sign of  its  framers.  If,  hi  this  exposition,  thev 
cannot  agree,  the  treaty  cannot  be  expounden, 
the  legislative  sanction  cannot  be  given,  aod  the 
plighted  faith  of  the  nation  mast  be  broken. 

A^in,  itmost  be  admitted,  for  the  Constitu- 
tion ia,  on  this  particotar,  clear  and  imperative, 
that  the  jadicial  power  shall  apply  to  all  cases 
arising  under  a  treaty,  and  of  necessity  in  its  ap- 
plimtion  to  such  eases  must  expound  the  treaty. 
How  ia  this  jndteial  power  to  be  exercised  when 
the  eonria  who  are  infested  with  ii  shall  not 
agree  to  the  eometoess  of  your  exposition  1  Are 
tbey^  to  be  bound  by  your  exposition  1  If  lo,  then 
their  power  Is  not  applied  to  eases  as  they  arise 
under  the  treaty,  but  as  they  arise  under  your 
stalota.  If  they  are  not  bound  b^  yoar  exposi- 
tion, then  your  act,  instead  of  vivifying  the  treaty, 
is  itself  a  dead  letter.  If  they  sacrifice  their  con- 
sciences toadoptyoor  construction,  they  do  not  ex- 
ercise judieial  power  on  the  treaty ;  if  ihey  do  not 
make  tbissacritice,  but  exercise  the  judicial  power 
irtiieh  the  Constitution  gives  tbem,  then  you  have 
a  law,  and  a  Constitnliooal  law,  which  your  own 
trihmals  have  a  GoaatUational  right  to  disregard. 


But  one  would  sopposs  that  a  stronger  atgu- 
ment  to  prove  the  danger  of  ibu  legislative  en- 
actment of  a  treaty  could  not  be  aflforded,  than  is 
to  befoond  by  attending  to  the  course  whrob  has 
been  pursued  on  this  bill.  Not  to  dwell  upon 
the  singular  absurdity  of  one  of  the  ameodments 
which  It  has  been  thoogbt  necessary  to  incorpor- 
ate into  it;  an  amendment  which  declares  this 
bill  a  law  twenty  days  before  it  is  or  can  become 
a  law  under  the  Constitution,  the  House  is  per- 
plexed in  discussing  the  meaning  of  various  pas- 
sages in  the  treaty  admitted  to  be  ambiguoos* 
and  for  the  correct  interpretation  of  them  Is  re- 
ferred  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Poi^ 
eign  Relations—to  what  ?  To  information  offi- 
cially laid  before  it  f  To  auiheolie  documents 
in  iu  possession  ?  No ;  the  House  Is  referred  to 
a  eorrespondenee  between  the  negtitiaton  of  the 
two  nations,  which  the  gentleman  (Mr.  FoaarTB) 
tells  OS  has  been  laid  before  the  Senate ;  and  a 
part  of  which  he  reads  from  a  paper  printed  (as 
he  also  informs  us)  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
For  what  purpose  was  this  correspondence  laid 
before  the  Senate?  Assuredly  it  must  have  been 
10  aid  them  in  understanding  the  treaty  before 
they  shonld  give  advice  as  to  its  ratification. 
But  the  House  of  Representatives,  although 
bound  to  aid  in  legislating  the  treatv  into  opera- 
tion, and  in  frammg  a  law  which  shall  conform 
to  its  precise  meaning;  and  tboogh  greatly  em- 
barrassed to  divine  bis  meaning  in  consequence 
of  the  ragoeneas  of  the  treaty,  is  left  to  act  with- 
out the  benefit  of  this  necessary  information,  ex- 
cept it  be  of  Boeh  fragments  as  may  be  doled  out 
by  the  boooty  of  the  Senate,  or  picked  up  by  the 
industry  or  good  fortune  of  its  members.  If  this 
House  nave  to  expound  the  treaty,  it  is  entitled  to 
the  pMsession  of  every  doeument  which  can 
throw  light  upon  its  meaning.  It  eannot  be  called 
on  to  act,  and  be  denied  the  means  to  act  with 
intelligence.  These  means,  there  is  but  one  au- 
thentic and  Coostiiutional  mode  of  laying  before 
us.  They  must  be  officially  communicated,  or 
the  House,  in  respecting  them,  will  show  a  want 
of  respect  for  Itself. 

Mr.  O.  concladed,  by  remarking  that  If  the 
House  should  eoneor  with  him  in  the  opinion 
that  the  eonvention  wsa  complete  in  itself,  and 
needed  no  l^islative  aid  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
they  ought  to  be  exeeedingly  cautions  in  setting 
a  precedent  which  was  calculated  to  mislead  and 
embarrasa.  Although  no  immediate  injury  might 
result  from  the  act  in  this  case,  other  than  the 
delajr  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  at  the  meaning 
of  this  treaty,  yet  immense  ineonveofences  night 
flow  from  following  such  a  precedent,  in  oases 
more  complexity.  As  the  bill  was  a  departure 
from  the  established  usage  of  the  Oovernment— 
unnecessary,  and  likely  as  a  precedent  to  be  pro- 
doctive  of  mischief  hereafter— he  believed  the 
wise  and  safe  course  was  to  decline  acting  fur^ 
ther  upon  it. 

Mr.  Wbioht  said,  he  hoped  aod  trusted  the 
amendment  proposed  to  this  bill  would  not  be 
adopted.  The  bill  had  for  its  object,  be  said,  the 
,  eatauiahneoi  <tf  an  aaifonnity  u  the  Impoat  aad 
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toaoage,  as  well  as  of  the  drawbacks  on  articles 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  His  Bri- 
tauDtc  Majesty's  territories  io  Europe,  imported 
into  any  ol  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  The 
amendmeDt  proposes  to  limii  the  importations  br 
adding,  "  direetly  from  the  territories  aforesaid." 
The  treaty,  in  its  terms,  may  include  the  indirect 
as  well  as  the  direct  trade,  and  has  been  ratified 
by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  and  has  become  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  This  treaty  is  a  compact  betweeo 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  The  Brit- 
ish Parliament  has  no  power  but  to  pass  laws  to 
carry  treaties  into  effect — the  King  has  the  sole 
power  of  making  them;  and  here  the  President 
and  Senate  have  the  power  of  the  King,  from 
whence  results  the  impropriety  of  our  attempiing, 
ia  a  law  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect,  any  addi- 
tions to  the  treaty.  We  have  no  diplomatic 
power.  If  there  i.s  any  ambiguity  in  any  article, 
we,  who  represent  only  one  of  the  partie;:,  have 
no  power  to  bind  the  other  party  by  any  act  or 
construction ;  that  can  be  effected  only  by  an  ex- 
{ilaoatory  article  made  by  the  agents  of  both  par- 
ties. Sir,  in  any  contestation  about  the  treaty 
and  its  true  import,  this  amendment,  if  adopted, 
could  not  be  considered  as  part  of  the  instrument. 
The  treaty  is  a  record,  and  like  all  others,  can  be 
tried  only  by  itself.  I  ask,  if  the  Judiciary,  in 
ezjiwuDdiog  this  treaty,  were  to  be  of  opioioa  that 
it  included  the  indirect  as  well  as  the  direct  trade, 
what  would  be  the  operation  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  if  adopted  ?  It  certainly  would  be 
considered  as  the  act  of  but  one  party,  as  having 
no  operation  in  the  case,  a  work  therefore,  of 
supererogation. 

Mr.  Gaston  baring  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely-— 

The  bill  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tucker,  laid 
on  the  table. 

LAWS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
^e  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  subscription 
to  such  laws  of  the  United  States  as  relate  exclu- 
sively to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  was  zealously  supported  by  Mr.  Tdck- 
BR,  and  op{Kised  by  Mr.  Wright  and  others. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  number  of 
copies  proposed  to  b«  subscribed  for  (one  thou- 
sand) was  reduced  to  three  hundred. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
some  further  discussion  took  place  on  tu 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read 
a  third  time,  there  were,  for  the  bill  44,  against 
it  64. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PtcuN«  then  adverted  to  the  miserable 
syrten  of  jurisprudence,  by  which  this  territory 
was  mlfid,  composed  of  the  laws  of  Virginia 
en  one  side,  aail  Maryland  on  the  other  side  of 
the  rirer,  as  they  stood  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
ago,  the  people  of  the  District  being  deprived  of 
tke  advantages  of  subsequeDt  ameodaaeots  made 
by  these  States ;  and,  after  remarking  on  the  ia- 
•biltty  «f  CoDi^ess  la  derote  Ume  from  more 


weighty  occupations  to  examine  and  reform  tin 
judicial  system  of  the  District,  moTed,  in  wb 
stance, 

"That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  CoInmUsti 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eB(kqria| 
a  suitable  person  to  prepare  a  code  of  juriswateM  fa 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  laid  before  C«d|^  f> 
their  adoption." 

Mr.  TocKER  moved  that  the  Jodieiary  Cw 
mittee  be  substituted  for  the  District  CommitM 
as  well  because  he  desired  the  aid  of  other  takes 
on  this  subject  than  of  the  chairman  of  the  Di» 
trict  Committee,  (meaning  himself,)  as  beeana 
that  committee  had  already  as  much  bastness  be 
fore  them  as  they  woald  be  able  to  despiteb 
especially  if  they  met  with  no  better  encourage 
ment  from  the  House  than  had  attended  his  ei 
ertions  this  day. 

Mr.  Tucker's  motion  to  amend  was  agreed  t< 
by  a  small  majority;  and.  thus  amended,  the  mo 
tion  of  Mr.  Peckenb  was  agreed  to. 

MoNOAY,  January  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Mary- 
land, William  Pineret;  from  Virginia,  Joaii 
Randolph  ;  and  from  Tennessee,  William  G 
Blodnt,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualioed,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Hdlbert  presented  a  petition  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Boston  Glass  Manufactory,  prayiiS 
that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  will  afford 
to  the  manufacturers  of  glass,  the  security  sod 
encouragement  necessary  to  toe  continaancti  of 
their  manufacturer. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  a  petition  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  cotton  and  woollen  cloth,  in  the 
counties  of  Hampshire,  Franklin,  and  Hampden, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  prayiog  that  ike 
duties  at  present  imposed  on  til  oelton  and  woel- 
leo  fabrics  imported  from  foieigtt  coutries  any 
be  increased ;  that  the  impoit^on  of  cottoa 

foods  from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
[ope  may  be  prohibited ;  that  American  cotton 
and  woollen  fabrics  may  be  exeluainly  used  for 
the  Army  and  Navy ;  that  the  existisg  daty  oa 
foreign  indigo  and  olive  oil  may  be  repealed ;  and 
that  a  National  Bank  may  be  establisncd. 

Mr.  Law  presented  a  similar  petitum  freo  son- 
dry  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods  In  lite  Sutv 
of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, presented  a  petition 
of  the  Lexington  White  Lead  MaoufactaringCoffl- 
pany,  praying  that  a  dnty  of  six  cents  perpoana 
may  be  imposed  on  white  lead  imported  from 
foreign  countries. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  petitioas  be  r^eited  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Bdaaafaenn*' 
Mr.  WsNnovBB  presented  a  petition  of  tke 
manufacturers  <^  tobacco,  in  the  city  of  Nev 
York,  praying  that  the  act  layioc  duties  on  aH- 
ufactured  tobacco  may  be  repealed,  «Qd  lint  the 
bonds  which  they  hare  entered  into  naf  k*'^ 
turned  to  them. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  NiHth  Carolina,  orcseaMdape- 
titiMi  of  ThoiDM  Cowu,  and  otWt,  aaMfw 
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tiitn  of  ttit  m  th«  sMCMtt  of  North  Caroliot, 
prtf iw  A%t  the  dinet  tax  imposdcl  vpon  ttxtr 
tsCibMfameBts  nay  be  renaiued,  m  their  works 
boFc  been  dettM^M  bjf  high  water,  tad  tiuu  tb« 
toy  Oft  a  quntitr  of  sell  which  was  also  de- 
itroyed.  maj  Im  mo  remitted. — Referred  to  the 
CooaaHtee  of  Ways  aad  Mceos. 

Mf.  MnantiB  preecoted  a  rcaolntion  of  the 
U^dttaro  of  the  Stale  of  North  Carolina,  re- 
neetiof  t^  Seaatm  and  Represeatatires  ia 
Cenfien,  fnm  that  State,  to  nse  thtfr  best  en- 
tatroon  to  pretail  on  the  General  GoTmmMnt 
le  opeo  •  direct  esdec  co  the  oeean  for  the  waieta 
of  the  Albenutile  Bovndv— Referred  .to  the  Ce«- 
wtice  i»  Roads  and  Canls. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr,  GouHaoaoireB,  the  Ceaa- 
mUtee  on  the  Post  Ofiee  and  Post  R«ads  was 
iostraated  ta  inqnire  into  the  expedienoy  of  re- 
ptaliac  the  4th  and  0th  seotioaa  of  aa  aot  paaaed 
at  thelast  lessin  of  Coogress,  entitled  "An  act 
in  addittoo  lo  the  act  reipUatiag  tbe  Post  Office 
esiablishinea^"  or  of  exemptine  from  tbe  opera- 
tion  of  the  said  seetioas,  TcsacTs  whose  business 
isceniinad  to  the  bi^  and  rivers  of  tbe  Uoited 
Bates  and  the  Tarrteries  thereof,  and  are  not 
npl^ed  in  the  carriage  of  the  a»lL 

COWMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAm. 

The  Honae  jcianud  the  eowideratian  of  the 
UU  to  ngnkte  the  eoBUUMe  of  the  United  States, 
leeerdtn^  to  the  Cennntioa  of  Conunene  with 
6fwt  Britain— the  qaestion  bdog  on  the  moiioa 
<rfHr>CUaTON  toposcpoaethe  bill  indefinitely. 

Mf.  FoBerra  said  that  the  motien  for  aa  in- 
Make  poetpoacmeat  of  the  bill,  aiade  by  the 
leatleaan  fma  North  Caroliaa,  (Mr.  Qastoii,) 
Mated  opoa  the  gteoad  that  it  waa  not  necessary 
10  lefiilale  upon  the  subject  of  the  oADvention. 
Ur.  F.  pfeaatted  that  it  was  not  the  int»tion  of 
twnlewwn  to  enter  into  the  iavcatifaiion  of  the 
went  of  the  treat y-naleiag  power,  or  of  the 
'  ntave  of  oUigation  imposed  by  a  treaty 
vhen  made.  Ha  coald  not  sappese  it  was-ia- 
tcnded  to  np  the  ashes  of  the  dispiue  on 
ihat  qaaatioa  in  the  year  1796.  The  Goaftiia* 
tioiuu  ptiaeiplt  bad  heea  aettled  so  fiu  ae  ti  de* 
peodMopoatlttRepraMiitaimsof  theneopleat 
that  peded  en  tba  fiiat  treaty  with  a  ietaun  Odt* 
iffBWMnt  wfaieb  bad  been  nondoded  after  tbe 
ad^inn  e<  tbe  CooatiMtion;  By  refecrins  to 
the  iawoala  of  tbe  proeeediDgs  of  Conma,  it 
WDoJd  be.  foond,  tb«t  the  paineipie  esiabUibed 
wae,  *'tiiat  when  a  treaty  stipahtlea  regvbtioae 
-  eo  eny  ef  thesulffccto  sabmtttod  by  the  Conati* 
'  tnttan  to  tbe  power  of  Congress,  it  mnst  depend 
'  for  its  exeeMiea,  as  t«  sueb  stipalaiieas,  os  a  law 
'  or  laws,  CO  be  passed  bj  Oeogress."  The  reooU 
lecuan  of  the  gentlemen  from  North  (Wolian 
was,  tbeirfora,  not  faithful,  when  hie  sapposed 
the  doBUin*  of  that  day  confined  the  power  of 
Conf  res%  in  the  exeeatrai  of  treaties,  to  cases 
of  appropriation  only.  The  role  was  geacral, 
and  apptaed  to  all  oasM,  without  distinelion^  over 
which  power  was  specially  given  by  tbe  Coaatt- 
tatiOB  to  the  lagislatm  departSMnt.  This  gene- 
ral ml%  aiaea  that  pcdoa,  bin  ban  nnifoniiy 
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and  consiatently  obeerved.  In  the  execation  of 
the  British  Trenty,  no  law  was  passed  at  tbe  pe- 
riod of  the  memorable  dispute  already  alluded  to, 
but  one  appropriating  money  i  but  tbe  eanse 
might  be  dueorered  by  referring  to  the  treaty 
itself.  None  of  its  provisions  were  iaeonsislent 
with  the  existing  laws.  Subsequently,  however, 
it  was  found  neeessary  to  provide  by  law  for  the 
faithful  execttiioa  of  the  19th  article.  By  this 
article  it  was  stipulated,  that  when  one  party  waa 
a  belligerent,  awl  tbe  other  a  aeniral  Power,  to 
pNveat  injury  to  tbe  propert^f,  Ac,  of  tbene*' 
tral  upon  the  oeean,  from  tbe  imprt^  eeodaol 
of  tbe  c^taine  and  erewa  of  private  armed  m- 
sels,  the  owner  and  masl«r  should  give  bend  aad 
seeurity  in  the  sum  of  fifteen  bandied  or  ibma 
thoosaod  pounds,  according  to  the  size  of  the 
resael  aad  the  anmber  of  ber  crew,  to  answer  for 
the  injuries  which  might  be  saatalned  by  saeb 
Miseondttot.  Wheo  tbe  Qnoft  war  was  author- 
ised against  France,  the  President  ms  empow- 
ered to  grant  commnwioos  to  prtTate  aimed  Tea* 
sels}  tbe  stipulation  of  the  treaty  was  embodied 
in  tbe  act  of  Congress.  The  same  prorision 
was  aHde  in  nearly  the  same  words,  u  tbe  w>ar 
againat  Tripoli.  The  eoadaet  of  the  Cioven- 
ment  bad  been  regulated  by  tbe  same  rule  ia  their 
legislative  acts  to  carry  into  effect  tbe  treaty  with 
Spaia.  An  appropriuion  law  waa  pasacd  to  pay 
tM  neeessary  expeasei^-  Tbie  waa  all  that  waa 
tfaea  deaaied  aeoessavy.  Bat  the  10th  artiale  «f 
the  (realty  intended  to  provida  for  tbe  eaee  af 
vessels  ef  either  nation,  farced  by  disawi  i^ 
tbe  porta  o(  the  other.  Tbe  condition  of  the 
treaty  was  dictated  both  by  pt^y  and  homaai^. 
It  wae,  that  the  goods  Ua*  IwteM  under  the  pro- 
teetian  of  either  of  tbeeantiMiinc  partiea  sbooy, 
if  leaded,  be  reloaded  and  earriod  away,  witbeol 
tbe  paymeat  of  tbe  customary  doty  either  on  tba  t 
vessel  or  cargo.  Ne  act  waa  passed  aatil  tbe  cam 
actually  oce4krred.  Sometima  daring  or  beftiae 
the  yew  1804^  the  Spanish  briganune  Nan«|r 
came  into  Norfolk  in  distress.  In  order  to  give 
to  ber  owners  the  benefit  ef  the  treaty  sti^la- 
tion,  it  waa  deemed  necessary  to  pasa  an  ae*  ecf 
mtttiof  the  daiAea  in  that  particular  iaataaafc  and 
pMvidinip  that  ibey  sbaold  not  be  pay»bUi  bi 
siiaSar  laatancfa  in  fatnra.  Tba  trauy  witk 
Frane*  is  1801  bad  been  aUnded  ta  by  the  gaa- 
Ueman  from.  North  Car^aa,  (Mr.  Oabtoil) 
By  rcfieeriac  to  tbe  ap^topriatioa  aet,  passed  ia 
eoaaeqtieaee  of  the  ratifieatioa  of  that  treaty,  it 
will  M  foMid  te  contain  a  declaration  of  tba 
obligmioa  ta  reiam  vessels  captured  dnnnfflha 
war,  according  lo  tbe  eonditiea  of  tbe  eoavan- 
tioa.  Mr.  F.  presouMd  thai  tbia  waa  supposed  a 
sufieient  autbctity  foe  the  delivery  of  tbe  B«r- 
eean  by  tbe  Preeideat,  in  perfiBcmanee  of  tbe 
conditions  of  tbe  treety.  The  aiatnie  book  was 
full  of  examples,  bat  none  vme  more  decisive 
than  those  founded  upon  the  cession  of  Louisir 
ana  to  tbe  Uaited  Smtes  by  France  in  180& 
Although  France  ceded  it  to  the  Uaited  States^ 
and  of  ooarae  governed  by  their  laws,  so  Ar  aa 
they  were  applwahle  to  its  situation  at  thai  liaM 
it  waa  deemed  moii  cxpodknt  to  pamaaMtts 
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lajr  and  collect  duties  on  impom  and  toonage 
wiibin  the  naid  territory.  Id  this  act  proriBion 
was  made  to  secure  to  Freach  aod  SpaoiGh  ships 
the  commercial  adTaotages  which  werepromixed 
as  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  cession.  But  this 
was  not  aU :  In  the  year  1800,  an  act  was  pasted, 
allowing  drawback  of  duties  on  goods  exported 
frooi  the  Uoited  States  to  New  Orleans,  being  a 
foreign  port.  Although  the  reason  of  this  aei 
had  ceased,  and  it  miffbt  luive  been  considered 
repealed  hj  the  transfn-  of  this  port  to  the  Uni- 
ttd  Sutes,  it  was  sopposed  neeessarv  to  repeal 
the  act  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  lo  1803. 

Louisiana,  too,  was  admittea  into  the  Union, 
not  by  ireatr  slipalatioDL  bat  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, in  perrormanee  or  the  obligation  imposed 
by  it. 

Mr.  F.  said  that  do  difference  was  made  by  the 
Constitution  between  treaties  with  foreign  Pow* 
ers,  and  treaties  made  with  the  Indians  within 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States.  The 
role  had  been  extended  to  them.  Without  enu- 
merating the  particular  cases,  he  could  refer  to 
an  arraofemeni  which  had  been  made  with  all 
the  Indian  tribes  with  whom  we  had  entered 
into  eompaets— that  crimes  eomroltied  by  whites 
upon  Indians,  within  the  Indian  territory,  sbontd 
be  punished  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same 
offence  had  been  committed  upon  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  within  the  jorisdiotioo  of  some 
district  vC  the  United  States.  This  engagement 
had  been  oomplied  with,  so  far  as  it  could  be 
complied  with,  by  the  Government.  Proseea- 
tions  bad  been  instituted  against  those  who  bad 
been  accused  of  such  offences.  Mr.  F.  did  not 
remember  of  any  punishments;  bat  this  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  GoTernment.  These  proeecn* 
tioDS  were,  howerer,  commeneed,  not  upon  the 
treaty-,  but  upon  the  law,  made  in  consequence  of 
the  treaty  engagemeDi.  These  remarka,  Mr.  F. 
trusted,  would  satisfy  the  House,  that  the  course 
proposed  to  be  pursued,  in  -rclatioo  to  the  late 
eouTentiua  with  Great  Britain,  was  perfectly  In 
unison  with  the  praetiea  in  ail  former  eases,  and 

t'ostified  by  the  role  upon  which  that  practice 
lad  been  founded.  The  only  difference  between 
the  present  and  former  cases  was,  that  in  this 
case  the  ooorention  stipuhtesadTaotages  to  Brit- 
ish vessele,  which  cannot  be  enjoyed  without  an 
alteration  of  the  system  of  rcTenue,  and  repeal 
of  existing  laws.  Some  gentlemen  had  imagined 
that  the  law  of  the  last  session,  on  the  subject  of 
discritninating  duties,  contained  all  the  necessary 
prorisions  to  meet  ibiscontract  between  the  two 
eoutttries.  This  was  a  mistaken  opinion.  The 
law  of  the  last  session  repealed  our  discrimina- 
ting duties  on  tonnage,  &c.,  of  foreign  vessels, 
and  on  good*  iropOTted  in  foreign  vessels,  upon  a 
eondition  which  has  not  happened,  ibat  'is:  that 
anabolititm  of  ott  the  discriminating  daties,BO 
far  as  thev  were  injurious  to  the  commerce  of 
tlie  United  States,  should  have  taken  place  ia 
that  foreign  nation  to  which  the  vessels  and 
goods  should  belong.  The  treaty  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain  stipnlates  an  abolitloo 
of  diserimlBating  daties  onfy  in  the  ports  of 


His  Britannic  Majesty's  Boropean  dominions. 
Mr.  F.  said  it  was  somewhat  extraordinary  that 
it  should  be  doubted  io  this  country  whether  the 
House  of  R«pre»eoutives  were  authorixed  to  act 
upon  a  subject  wbieb^  in  England,  wonld  have 
required  the  interpnition  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Be  did  not  iotoid  to  draw  any  aigvment 
from  the  resemblance  of  the  two  Oavemments; 
the  Bxecotive  power,  including  its  anthtNity  to 
make  treaties,  was  more  limitad  tlwn  in  Great 
Briuin.  Yet  in  Great  Britain^  this  very  treaty 
vrill  re(iuire  an  act  of  Parliament  before  it  cat 
be  carried  eomplctety  into  effect ;  an  act  vrhieh 
some  of  us  yriil  live  long  enough  to  see.  This 
was  the  ordinary  course  in  that  coaniry.  At 
some  of  the  most  remarkable  periods  io  British 
history,  insunces  had  occurred.  A  commercial 
treaty  was  negotiated  between  France  and  Eng- 
land, after  the  peace  of  Utrecht ;  it  was  not  car- 
ried  tnio  effect,  because  the  House  of  Commons 
rejected  the  bill  iotrodueed  by  the  Ministry  to 
alter  the  commercial  and  revenue  laws  according 
to  the  compact  between  the  two  nations.  Io  the 
year  1786,  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  those 
nations,  was  carried  into  ^bet  b^  an  act  of  Paiv 
liameni,  franwd  aeeording  to  its  stipnlattbna. 
Mr.  F.  said,  that  the  Or&t  in  ConncU  of  the 
17th  August,  1815,  which  he  had  taken  occasion 
to  read  to  the  House  a  day  or  gro  before,  was 
founded  upon  ao  act  of  Parliament,  passed,  as  he 
bad  understood,  for  the  express  purpose  of  ena* 
bting  the  Prince  Regent  to  conform  the  existing 
regulations  of  commerce  to  the  treaty  which 
might  be  made  by  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  diseossioa 
of  the  principles  of  which  they  were  then  en- 
gaged. The  Order  in  Council,  like  the  act  upon 
which  it  was  founded,  was  to  continue  in  force 
until  six  weeks  after  the  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment. Within  these  six  weeksafter  the  aaeeting 
of  Parliament,  the  necessary  provisioB  wHI,  ao 
doubt,  be  made  by  the  competent  authorhf  ia 
the  ordinary  mode. 

The  gcotleman  fton  North  Oarollna  (Mr. 
GABTOMfhad  advanced  a  singular  opinion,  that 
by  exercising  the  power  of  passing  laws  loffive 
effect  to  treaties,  you  diminish  the  responsibtHty 
without  diminishing  the  power  of  the  Preeidaot 
and  Senate.  Mr.  F.  cotud  not  conceive  how  a 
cheek  upon  the  exercise  of  any  authority  coald 
diminish  the  responsibility  of  the  person  to  whom 
it  was  graaied.  It  was  certainly  true,  when  Con- 
gress passed  aeu  according  to  the  provision  of  a 
treaty,  they  declared  to  the  people,  it  was  better 
to  perform  the  stipulations  it  coataioed,  ilian  to 
violate  the  faith  of  the  luitiott,  which  bad  been 
pledged  by  the  Constitutional  authority.  But  if 
Congress,  from  a  conviction  that  the  rights  of 
the  people  had  been  wantonly- surrendered  or  the 
national  honor  tamisfaed  by  treaty,  shoold  refuse 
to  pass  the  laws  necessary  for  its  exeeniion,  the 
President  and  Senate  would  feel,  whnt  they  can 
feel  in  no  other  way,  the  respooailHlitx  voder 
which  their  power  is  exercised. 

It  had  been  said,  that  treaties  are  the  law  of 
the  land.  It  is  so  printed  in  the  margia  of  the 
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article  of  the  ConstituiioB  to  whieli  tti«  geatle- 
hhh  (Mr.  Gastoh)  bad  referred,  eod  it  seemed 
to  be  uben  for  ^nted,  that  law  and  treaty  were 
eoarertibte  terms,   if  tbis  idea  is  correct,  the 
diMioetion  taken  beiweea  acts  of  appropriation 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  treaties,  and  other  legisla- 
tive aota  10  carry  them  into  effect,  is  unnecessary. 
The  Constitution  says,  that  money  shall  not  be 
drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  unless  appropriations 
are  prertously  made  by  law.  Bat  a  treaty  being 
t  law,  aa  appropriation  may  be  made  by  treaty. 
Bat,  Mr.  F.  said,  the  object  of  that  part  of  the 
ConslUutioa  was,  to  declare  the  sopremacy  of 
the  CoasliluitoB,aols  made  io  pursuance  thereof, 
•nd  treaties  made  or  to  be  made  under  tbe  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  orer  the  eonsiiiu- 
ttOBs  and  laws  of  the  States.   The  relative  force 
oreffeeu  of  treaties  and  laws  ifas  to  be  collected 
from  the  whole  charter;  from  tbe  nature  and 
depeadenee  (rf  its  part^from  the  objects  over 
which  treaties  and  laws  severally  operated — and 
frooa  the  intention  of  the  people  by  whom  the 
power  of  making  ibem  were  granted,  and  for 
whose  benefit  they  are  to  be  exercised.  But,  Mr. 
F.  said,  tbe  examination  of  these  topics  would 
require  him  to  enter  further  into  the  CoDstilu- 
tioDal  qaestion  than  he  wished  or  intended  to  so. 
Viir  the  present  he  would  content  himself  with 
the  expresHon  of  the  general  proposition  upon 
the  hauB  of  whieh  tbe  bill  had  been  reported. 
Wheaerera  treaty  contains  anything  contrary 
to  the  Constitutiea,  it  is  void ;  whenever  it  con- 
tains anything  contrary  to  existing  laws,  the 
hwB  most  be  repealed  by  Congress  before  the 
eagagemeDt  can  be  complied  with  ;  because  the 
CoBstitutien  can  be  altered  only  by  tbe  Consti- 
tioaal  mode  of  amendment.   A  law  can  be  re- 
pHtled  oaly  by  the  aathoriiy  which  eiMusted  it. 

Ur.  F.  said,  although  the  question  respecting  tbe 
prepriety  of  the  amendments  made  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  was  superseded  by  tbe 
ootioB  of  indefinite  posipooement,  he  hoped  to  be 
indulged  with  a  few  observatiooe  in  reply  to  some 
si^IgeBtioBs  of  the  natleman  from  Louisiana. 
(Mr.  BoBntTBOH ;)  Trom  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tooe- 
B8  ;)  and  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Ga.8tom.) 
He  was  not  eovscious  of  hariDg  committed  any 
iB|riropriety  in  referring  to  documents  printed  by 
Older  of  the  Senate.  He  did  not  suppose  infor- 
mation was  less  valuable  in  ooe  form  than  in 
aooiher.  He  had  not  uken  his  construction  of 
the  treaty  from  the  eortespondence  he  had  quoted, 
bat  from  the  iutrumeot  itself,  and  he  could  not 
see  the  irraiioBality  or  irregularity  of  referring 
to  such  dooumeats  for  the  confirmation  of  an 
opinioa  previously  formed.  From  tbe  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gaston)  he  certainly 
did  not  expect  observations  of  tbe  character 
which  had  dropped  from  him,  as  he  had  been 
informed  that  they  agreed  in  opinion,  npou  the 
coDstruetion  of  that  article  of  the  convention 
whieh  had  been  the  source  of  discussion. 

Mr.  K.  said,  he  was  not  induced  to  offer  the 
imendmenu  to  the  Committee,  by  a  belief  that 
sDch  a  eonstructim  was  advaatajieous  to  the  Unl- 
iBd  Siatea,  but  riaply  because  he  believed  it  lo 


have  been  ibe  intention  of  the  parlies.  If  thecal* 
eulatioo  of  advantages  was  to  govern  the  construe- 
lion,  the  amendments  ought  not  to  prevail.  It 
had  been  suggested  by  tbe  genilemen  from  Vir- 
ginia and  Louisiana,  that  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  bound  to  France  and  SpalD,  might  reach 
the  port  of  destination,  and  finding  a  bad  market 
mignt  choose  to  go  to  England  in  seachof  a  bet- 
ter. Gentlemen  asked  if  such  vessels  were  to  be 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  this  treaty.  Mr.  F. 
said,  he  was  not  able  to  speak  with  preciaion  and 
certainty  on  this  subject,  but,  aecordiog  to  his 
present  impressions,  he  believed  that  a  vessel  un- 
der such  circumstances  would  be  considered  as 
enffBged  in  the  trade  between  France  or  Spain 
and  Great  Britain,  and  not  in  the  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Mr.  P. 
apologized  for  tbis  digression  from  the  ques- 
tion, and  concluded  by  reserving  to  himself  the 
privilege  of  entering  more  fully  into  the  exam- 
ination of  the  treaty-making  power,  if  it  should, 
be  made  necessary  by  the  discussion,  which  had 
been  so  uuprofitably  and  unnecessarily  com- 
menced. 

Mr.  Babboub  said,  the  bill  now  before  the 
House  proposed  to  regulate  the  commerce  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Briuin,  ae- 
cordii]g  to  the  ooDvenlion  concluded  on  3d  July, 
1815;  a  motion  had  been  made  for  its  indefinite 
postponement ;  and  the  reason  assigned  for  that 
motion  was,  that  the  convention  itself  was  con- 
clusive upon  tbe  subject,  without  the  aid  of  any 
legislative  act. 

The  question  then,  said  be,  which  this  motion 

E resents,  is,  whether  legislation  upon  the  subject, 
e  or  be  not  an  act  of  supererogation ;  it  will  be 
my  endeavor  to  prove  that  it  is  not;  io  other 
words,  I  shall  attempt  to  maintain  this  proposi- 
tion, that  whenever  a  treaty  operates  upon  a  sub- 
ject, which,  like  tbe  present,  is  amongst  the  enu- 
merated powers  of  legislation,  delated  by  the 
Constilntioo  to  Congress— that  in  such  eas^  the 
assent  and  co-operation  of  Congress  are  neces- 
sary to  give  effect  to  sueb  treaty,  by  the  passage 
of  a  law,  in  eompliaoee  with  its  &tipulaiions. 

The  correctness  of  this  proposition  depends 
upon  the  proper  eonstroetion  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Unitea  States,  in  relation  to  tbe  legislative 
and  treaty-making  powers.  It  is  from  thissouree 
mainly,  that  both  the  opposersand  the  advocates 
of  this  bill  attempt  to  derive  support. 

If  I  ondersUnd  the  argument  of  its  opposers, 
it  amounts  in  substance,  (o  tbis — tbe  CoostitU' 
tioo,  say  they,  gives  to  the  President  and  Senate 
the  right  of  making  treaties,  provided  two-thirds 
of  the  Senators  present  concur ;  and  it  declares, 
that  treaties  when  thus  made  shall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  Now  this  treaty  has  been  rati- 
fied in  (he  mode  prescribed  ;  it  is  therefore  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  what  is  already  the 
supreme  law,  can  derive  no  additional  validity 
from  any  other  law. 

But,  sir,  io  what  does  this  supremacy  consist? 
Is  it  in  a  superiority  over  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States?  The  Constitution 
itself  answers  to  this  qaestiou,  that  it  is  not  i  tot 
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it  will  be  seea  that  the  same  daase  which  de- 
clare* treaties  Uiesupreme  law  of  the  land,  asso- 
ciates with  them  the  Coostitutioo  and  laws  of 
the  United  States;  it  throws  the  three  into  one 
ciaas,and  declares  that  the  whole  class,  to  wit: 
the  CoDstitatioa  of  the  United  States,  tb6  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  treaties  made  under 
their  aatbority,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land — supreme  orer  what  ?  The  next  paragraph 
aDBwern  the  question,  bydeolariug,  that  the  judges 
of  erery  State  shall  be  boand  thereby,  any- 
thing in  tlu  coBStitutioQ  or  law  of  any  State  to 
the  contrary,  notmtbstandiac.  It  is  obvious,  that 
the  supreiDa«r  is  a  tern  of  relation  to  the  States } 
the  tlnilcd  Surtes,  aad  iti  Coostitutioo,  laws 
and  treaties  are  put  in  competicloa  with  the 
States  and  toeir  eonstituiicns  and  lawsj  and  as 
it  respects  the  latter,  the  former  are  declared  to 
be  Bopreme;  but  there  is  no  graduation  of  sape- 
liority  between  the  Constitution,  laws,  and  trea- 
ties of  tbe  United  States  as  aoiongst  themselves. 
This  doctrine  of  supremacy,  then,  has  qo  ioflu- 
ea«e  upon  the  present  question. 

But  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  bill,  contend, 
that  the  power  of  making  treaties  isgivcainf^- 
exal  terms;  there  is  no  exceptien  of  the  subject 
matter  of  this  treaty,  therefore  it  is  included ;  and 
consequently,  that  the  treaty-making  power  is 
competent,  of  itself,  to  sire  complete  effect  to 
treaty  stipulations  upon  toe  subject  of  commerce, 
without  legislative  aid. 

If  there  were  no  other  part  of  the  Coostitutioo 
which  bad  a  bearin|f  upon  this  qaestbn,  there 
would  be  more  solidity  to  the  argument;  but 
there  are  other  importaot  provision*  of  the  Con- 
stitutioo,  which  hare  direct  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  it  is  iadispeasable  toa  justconstruetioo 
of  ihat  insuument  that,  ibey  be  taken  together. 
Sic,  this  is  the  uoirersal  rule  for  the  eoastroction 
of  all  insUuments,  that,  to  arrire  at  a  just  inter* 
pretation  of  their  meaning,  you  must  not  take 
ist^ted  parts,  but  tbe  whou  instrument  together. 

The  propriety  of  this  rule  of  construction,  so 
reasonable  in  itseU|  will  be  proven,  I  thick,  beyond 
quesiioOf  by  tbe  comparison  which  I  am  aboot 
to  make  b«tween  that  part  of  the  Conitliution 
which  confers  tbe  treaty-making  power,  and  those 
paru  of  the  same  instrument  Which  relate  to  the 
legislative  power;  from  this  compacisooj  it  seems 
to  me  necessarily  to  resaU--ibat  the  grant  of 
legialatire  power,  gtw  the  subject  granted, 
nnst  opani*  some  limitation,  some  check  upoo 
the  treaty-making  power  ^  or  otherwise,  ihepar- 
lition  between  the  different  branches  irf*  the  Gor- 
emmentwillbe  broken  down;  the  whole  character 
of  the  Government  will  be  essentially  changed ; 
and  tbe  treaty-making  power,  like  Aaron's  ser- 
pent, will  swallow  u^  the  rest.  Havii^  made 
these  general  remarks,  in  relation  to  the  limitations 
and  checks  upon  the  treaty-making  power,  I  will 
now  beg  leave  to  apply  them  to  the  immediate 
bill  before  us. 

The  Constitution  declares,  that  all  legislative 

EDwet  herein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  Congress ; 
ut  Congress  bare  heretofore  passed  laws  regula- 
ttDg  the  coDunerce  between  the  United  States  and 


Qrcat  Britaio.  The  treaty  scipntates  an  altm-  , 
tion,  a  repeal  of  those  regulation! ;  now  if  the 
treaty  be  construed  to  be  conclusive  apoa  tbe  sub- 
ject, without  any  act  on  the  part  {^Congress,  must 
II  not  be  seen,  that  here  is  at  onee  legislative  pow- 
er exercised  by  a  branob  of  the  Government  other 
than  Congress?   This  proposition  eaoaot  be  de- 
nted, ualess  it  be  oonieoded  that  the  repeal  of  a 
law  is  not  an  act  of  legislation  ;  I  apprehend  it 
cannot  be  necessary  to  i)rove  this  proposition. 
But  let  us  apply  this  doctrine  more  closely  to  the 
question  before  us.   The  Constitution,  after  de- 
positing with  Congress  tbe  Legialatire  power 
therein  granted,  proceeds  to  denoe  that  powec ; 
among  other  parts  of  the  eoumcmtioo  u  this: 
"  Congress  shall  hare  power  to  re([olate  commcrM  | 
with  foreign  nations.^'  Now,  sir,  this  bill,  both  ' 
io  its  provisioas  and  its  title,  prolesses  to  cef  ulaie,  { 
and  does  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  Uni-  i 
ted  States  and  Great  Britain.  Here,  then,  is  a  | 
power  expresslv  given  to  Congress ;  and  yet,  ac- 
cording to  the  doctrine  now  contended  for,  it  nay 
be  exercised  by  the  Prestdeot  and  two-tlurds  of 
the  Senators  who  may  be  present,  without  the  aid 
of  Congress.   Mark  the  difioreace.   Coagreas  is 
composed  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  KeDresento- 
lires ;  the  treaty-making  power  of  tbe  President 
and  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present ;  take  from 
Coai^ss  the  regulation  of  commerce  and  give  it 
to  tbe  treaty-making  power,  and  you  entirely  a- 
elude  from  thot  imponoot  power  all  thM  bnooli 
of  tbe  GhirerBment  which  repeeecnu  the  pe^te 
directljr.  Cao  this  construction  becoirect^  If 
it  be.  It  must  be  upon  tbe  principle,  that  eoc  \ 
part  of  the  CoBstitutioo;  alone  is  to  be  consulted, 
whilst  ether  parts  of  the  same'iostrument  are  to 
be  disregarded ;  for,  take  them  together,  and  if  i 
there  be  any  meaaiog  io  word^  it  is,  that  as  to  I 
commerce,  Consn^ss  shall  have  power  to  r^ulscte  | 
it;  which  eaoflot  be,  if  another  braoch  of  Govern-  i 
menthare  powerio  obangethftt  regalatioof  witb-  I 
out  coosulting  ot  Mediog  the  eO'Opention  of  Uwt  ' 
body. 

Me,  sir,  to  what  coacequeoces  this  docttioe  will 
lead ;  if  the  treaty-making  power  may  regulate 
eooHoecee  without  the  sanctioaof  Congrosa,  thea 
the  same  Power  may  declare  war  wuheot  tbe 
saocftioo  of  Congress;  because  tbe  very  same 
Coasiitatioo.  wkiea  gtvea  Con|^ess  the  ooe  pewter 
giveathem  the  other ;  and  if  they  may  be  deprived 
of  one,  by  parity  ofreasoo.  they  may  be  deprived 
of  the  other.  And  yet,  sir,  I  neliove  no  gentlo- 
omo  has  met  this  part  of  the  orgamoat  byaffirok* 
that  the  nation  can  be  involved  io  war  by 
treaty;  they  have  seen  that  suchadoetrinewooM 
cany  them  too  far ;  that  it  would  go  .to  Uio  ex- 
tent of  justifying  a  treaty  of  alUance  oflienaiTO 
and  defensive,  which  might  involve  us  in  all  the 
calamities  of  war,  by  eniangliDg  us  in  EurMiean 
contests ;  when  it  is  dtstincuy  understood  to  nave 
been  the  intention  of  the  Constitution,  that  this 
nation  should  never  be  involved  in  war,  but  by 
the  voice  of  the  immediate  Representatives  of  the 
people :  this  Is  the  great,  the  safe  guarantee,  that 
war  will  never  be  underiakea  but  for  some  great 
national  object,  when,  aad  when  only,  the  peo- 
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pie  will  with  their  RepreseoMtives.  But  this 
doetrioe.  if  true,  does  act  stop  here ;  it  goes  further, 
it  will  jastify  a  treaijr  stipolatioD  to  supply  t  sut>- 
si«fy,  aod  wilt  tho9  TioUie  that  part  of  the  Cao- 
stituiioD  which  declare?  ibat  do  mooey  shall  be 
drawD  from  the  Treasor^,  but  by  an  appropria- 
tioD  made  by  law.  Sir,  h  goes  ooe  step  further 
y«t ;  U  woold  justify  the  subsidy  of  which  1  have 
just  spoken,  without  limiialioD  as  lo  time,  though 
the  CoDSliloiMD  expressly  declare^  that  eveo 
Congress  shall  not  make  an  appropriaiioo  for  the 
support  ofaruiies  for  more  than  two  years. 

How,  sir,  the  criterion  by  which  to  lest  a  posi- 
tion is,  to  trace  it  to  its  coo  sequences ;  if  it  feads 
directly  to  such, as  even  its  author  eanuot  defend, 
there  is  no  |>rinci|de  io  logic  clearer  than  that 
such  a  positioD,  thoogh  it  may  be  specious,  is  oot 
solid.  I  am  persaaded  that  no  member  will  go 
the  length  of  maialaioing  the  position,  which  I 
hsTe  been  examining,  io  the  eonsequeoces  to 
which  I  bare  pursued  it;  by  this  rule,  then,  they 
nost  gire  op  the  position  itself. 

It  seems  lo  me  lo  be  shown,  then,  that  aUbougb 
the  grant  of  the  treaty-making  power,  is  in  words 
not  fimiied  in  tbemself  es,  yet,  a  just  construction 
t£  the  Constitution  affixes  to  it  these  two  kindK 
of  limitation ;  first,  that  nothing  can  be  done  by 
treaiy,  which  ahe  Cooslllation  declares  shall  not 
be  done ;  secoadly,  that  whenever  the  subject  of 
I  treaty  is  one  of  tb«  powers  delegated  to  Con- 

Eeaa,  that  then  the  asaent  and  eo-operalitm  of 
ongress  are  necessary  to  gire  it  effect,  by  pass- 
ia^alaw  in  conformity  with  its  stipulations.  And 
Uiii^  sir,  is  tbe  doctrine  for  which  I  contend, 
whilst  as  a  nsember  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives 1  discLaim  all  paiticipation  in  the  negoti- 
ating and  maktnga  treaty. 

Tbe  member  from  Georgia  has  shown,  by  a 
minute  research  into  the  practice  of  the  Qorero- 
ment,  that  it  accords  with  the  eonstruetioa  for 
which  I  have  contended ;  I  rely  upon  this,  as  a 
strong  additional  proof  of  the  propriety  of  that 
eonttmetiun. 

A  r^ieaee  has  been  made  in  the  course  of  the 
nignmcnt  to  the  practice  under  the  British  coo- 
atitntiw.  1  know,  sir,  that  this  constitution  is  in 
itaelf  b«  a  sneeession  of  precedents }  1  know  that 
there  are  maav  predominant  differences  between 
the  British  ana  American  eoostitniions;  bat  there 
nreaho  aomcpoinuof  aoalf^y  :  and  perhaps  few 
■trooger  thaatfaatin  the  treaty-making  power; 
in  each  eonatry,  it  is  confided  to  the  Chief  Exe- 
cative  Magiuraie,  with  this  difference,  thai  in  tbe 
United  States  the  Senate  are  assoeiaied  with  the 
PreMdent.  Motwiibsiandiog,  however,  the  treaty- 
making  power  in  Oreat  Britain  resides  in  the 
King,  yet  it  appears  from  the  varions  insunces 
eiieo  by  the  member  from  Georgia,  lo  which  I 
wilt  add  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  between 
that  country  and  the  United  Stales,  that  even  in 
Great  Britain,  the  treaty-making  power  is  so  far 
limited  as  to  mike  it  necessary  to  lay  treaties  be- 
fote  Pariiameot,  and  to  ask  their  aid  in  making 
appropriatioos  for  carrying  them  into  execution ; 
bat  if  this  results  in  Great  BriMio,  from  the  power 
whieh  the  House  of  Commons,  without  any  writ- 
14th  Com.  Ui  SjBi».«16 


H.  OP  R. 


ten  coDstitutioQ,  bare  claimed  and  established,  of 
holding  the  nurse  uf  the  nation,  the  argument 
certainly  apfilieii  with  increased  force  here,  where, 
by  tbe  px|ires8  provision  of  a  written  constitution, 
the  subject  upon  which  this  treaty  opfrates  ia 
amongst  tbe  powers  delegated  to  Congress. 

I  will  ni)W  beg  leave  to  answer  one  argument, 
which  seems  to  be  so  much  relied  oo,  on  the  other 
side,  as  lo  be  considered  in  itself  almost  decisive 
of  ibe  question  in  ibeir  favor.  It  is  said,  that  we 
have  conceded,  that  the  President,  with  the  con- 
sent of  theSrnate,  may,  without  that  of  Congress, 
make  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  that  this  is  inefte^ 
giving  up  the  argument;  because,  as  it  requires 
a  law  of  Congress  to  declare  war,  and  a  Treaty 
of  Peace,  upon  our  own  concession,  may  termi- 
nate that  war,  here  is  at  once  an  example  of  a 
treaty  repealing  a  jaw.  Tbe  answer,  sir,  is  tbu: 
the  Constitution  gives  to  Congress  the  power  to 
declare  war,  but  it  does  oot  give  them  the  power 
to  make  peace;  it  would  have  been  idle  to  have 
given  such  a  power.  To  put  this  idea  io  a  strong 
Tight,  let  us  see  what  would  be  tbe  language  of  a 
law,  enacting  peace.  Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  that 
ihere  shall  be  peace  between  the  United  States  aod 
Great  Britain.  But  the  enemy,  I  will  suppose, 
does  oot  choose  to  be  at  peace,  notwithstanding  our 
law  i  therefore,  the  war  would  eootioue.  ft  u 
thus  out  of  our  power  alone  to  make  peace  j  but, 
it  is  not  out  of  our  power  to  r^ulale  con^ 
meree}  it  is  true,  that  we  eould  not  restate  it 
in  British  pons;  but  we  could  regulate  it  in  onr 
own  ports,  both  as  to  American  and  British  vessels 
without  their  consent.  Tbe  difference  then  be- 
tween  a  Treaty  of  Peace  and  a  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce,  is  ibis:  tbe  one  touches  a  subject  which 
can  only  be  operated  on  by  treaty  ;  tbe  other  em- 
braces a  subject  which  may  be  regulated  without 
treaty. 

This  question,  sir,  occurred  io  tbe  discnsiioa 
upon  tbe  British  treaty,  in  1795;  it  was  then  very 
ably  discussed  }  I  have  oo  doubt  thai,  io  tbe  ideas 
I  have  thrown  out,  1  have  glided  into  some  of 
those  urged  oo  that  occasion ;  my  apology  is, 
that,  upon  the  reeurrence  of  the  same  question,  it 
is  impossible  not  to  fall  in  some  degree  into  the 
same  train  of  argnment.  I  eooctode,  \n  expresa- 
iag  my  hope  that  the  motion  for  iodeanile  post- 
ponement will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  GoLu  commenced,  with  congratulating  the 
House  upon  the  favorable  auspices  under  which 
the  highly  important  Constitutional  question,  in- 
volved in  tbe  passage  of  the  hill  under  coosidera- 
tioQ,  was  presented  for  determinalioa.  Tbe  an- 
gry passions  of  war  bad  subsided ;  party  feelings 
in  a  great  degree  bushed  to  silence,  and  the  pub- 
lie  mind  in  a  stale  of  tranquillity,  propitious  to 
fair  inquiry.  He  added,  the  question  is  not  em- 
barrassed with  any  difficulty  or  diversity  of  opin- 
ion on  the  point,  whether  the  treaty  is  to  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  fur  as  to  that  all  concurred,  and 
hence,  tbe  mere  principle,  under  the  Constitution, 
is  presented  tothe  judgment  iif  the  House.  But, 
although  the  treaty  in  question  ia  not  to  be  affected 
by  this  determination,  a  more  important  Ques- 
tion, in  iu  effect  upon  the  foreign  reutionaw  the 
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United  States,  apoa  the  peaee  of  the  coaatry, 
Qpon  the  character  of  the  GovemmeDi,  has  hardly 
arisen  under  the  Coostitution.   Mr.  O.  asked, 
what  is  the  object  of  the  bill?  what  the  eril  to 
be  remedied?   A  mere  direction  to  the  custom- 
house to  conform  the  impost  on  British  tonnage 
to  the  rate  on  American  vessels  and  cargoes. 
Such  is  the  object,  an  oMect  which  may  be  at- 
tained by  the  provision  of  a  single  paragraph  of 
three  lines;  and  yet,  sir,  what  is  the  form  of  the 
bill  btfore  the  House  for  this  purpose  7   It  con< 
tUDs  all  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  embodied  in 
the  form  of  ao  act  of  Cob^m.  b  it  possible  to 
nistake  the  object  of  the  bill  id  this  form,  a  form 
so  much  broader  than  the  professed  end  to  be  at- 
tained, than  the  evil  to  be  remedied?  Is  it  not 
aeen  that  the  bill  submits  to  the  House  the  whole 
tcnns,  theeatire  merits  of  the  treaty,  and  neces- 
sarily imposes  on  the  House  a  eoaaideration  of 
the  whole  scope  and  merits  of  the  instrumeot, 
the  whole  field  of  the  oegotiation,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  it  were  a  common  subject  of  legis- 
lation ?  For  this  it  is  confidently  submitted,  that 
DO  precedent  will  be  found  either  in  the  memo- 
table  treaty  with  the  same  nation,  negotiated  by 
Mr.  Jay,  or  in  any  other  act  in  the  history  of  the 
Ooveroment.   If  an  appropriation  be  required  to 
earry  into  effect  a  treaty;  if  a  direction  tu  the 
•astom-hoase  be  inteoded,  why  not  give  it,  and 
tfaereatar  yoar  hand?  Do  not  embody  the  treaty 
in  aD  act  of  Congress  for  a  solemn  precedent, 
bearing  to  the  world  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not 
the  treaty,  but  an  act  of  Congress,  that  creates 
the  law  with  foreign  nations,  and  fixes  the  meas- 
ure of  obedience.   It  cannot  be  mistaken,  he  re- 
peated, that  the  bill,  in  the  form  adopted,  submits 
to  this  House,  for  its  judgment,  the  merits  of  the 
treaty ;  to  approve  or  disapprove,  to  give  or  with- 
hold assent,  upon  the  exercise  of  legislative  dis- 
cretion, as  on  ordinary  acts  of  Congress,  to  the 
treaty's  going  into  effect.   Certainly,  the  authors 
of  this  bill  do  not  present  it  to  Congress,  sitting 
»  a  Parliament  of  Paris,  to  act  an  humble  min- 
istetialpart.  to  become  a  mere  instrument  of  regis- 
try. No,  sir,  aDcfa  an  appeal  would  degrade  the 
body,  would  destroy  in  attribotes,  and  reduce  it 
from  the  elevated  station  asrigacd  it  by  the  Con- 
ititDlion.  The  postlioQs  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Fobsyth.)  who  reported 
and  here  defends  the  bill,  the  aotliorities  he  cites 
in  his  support,  all  go  to  show  that  the  treaty  is 
sttbmilttd,  by  the  bill,  to  the  discretion  of  Con- 
gress,  That  honorable  gentleman  cites,  for  au- 
thonty,  examples  in  the  British  Parliament,  of 
treaties  being  defeated,  by  the  refusal  of  the  Com- 
mons to  concur  in  the  requisiteaets  to  carry  them 
into  efi*ect,  founded  on  the  ground  of  disapproba- 
tion of  the  merits  of  the  treaty.   Mr.  Q.  added, 
that  be  deprecated  the  influence  of  such  examples 
upon  the  proceedings  of  a  Government  founded 
on  a  written  Constitution,  of  distinct  departments 
and  divided  powers,  and  he  should  he  wanting  to 
his  duty,  if  be  did  not  enter  his  solemn  protest 
yC^**  the  doctrine  thus  pressed  upon  the  House. 
"?|^baL8ir,  is  to  be  the  consequence,  butasub- 
BUmon  «f  the  trcaty-maktag  power,  and  oproot- 
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iag  the  first  principles  of  the  Constitution  ?  The 
mea^uremay  not,  from  the  uninterestingprovisions 
of  the  treaty  and  general  acquiescence,  produce 
immediate  evil,and  for  thatcausedoes  not  awaken 
alarm  ;  but  the  precedent,  in  other  times  and  un- 
der different  circumstances,  cannot  fail  to  pro- 
duce consequences  most  pernicious  to  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  Uoited  States.  Who  does  not 
discero  the  signs  of  the  times?  who  is  so  indif- 
ferent to  what  is  passing  before  his  ayes,  as  not 
to  see  which  are  the  weaker  departments  of  the 
GoTeroment,  and  from  which  eneroachmails  tie 
to  be  apprehended  ? 

"Treaties  ahaU  be  the  snpremelaw  t^tha  land," 
is  the  language  of  the  Constitution.   This  laa- 

Suage  is  strong  and  emphatic ;  and  how  it  is  to 
B  satisfied  by  the  eonstruetion  or  rultf  of  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  bill,  haa  not  been  shown.  Oa  the 
very  face  of  this  measure,  we  perceive  that  the 
treaty  can  only  become  a  law  when  aaited  and 
combined  with  ao  act  of  Congress. 

It  has  been  denied,  that  theConstitotion  makes 
a  treaty,  standing  disjunctively  and  alone,  the  law 
of  the  land,  because  the  sentence  includes  with 
treaties  the  Constitution  and  acts  of  Congress. 
.The  terms  are,  "this  Coostitution,  and  the  laws 
'  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be  made  in 
'  pursuance  thereof;  and  all  treaties  made,  or 
'  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the 
'  Uoited  Slates,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  erf*  the 
'  land ;"  adding,  what  resulted  necessarily  from 
the  provision,  that  State  judges  ahonld  be  bound 
thereby.  This  prevision  preaents  three  disiiact 
and  independent  sources  of  law— the  Constitu- 
tion, acts  of  Congress,  and  treaties— each  stand- 
ing on  its  own  Constitiitional  groiind,  single  and 
alone,  unaided  by  the  other ;' a  treaty  requiring 
DO  more  the  aid  of  an  act  of  Congress  to  its  valid- 
ity, than  an  act  of  Congress  does  that  of  a  treaty. 
If  10  any  case,  certainly  not  (he  present,  an  act  of 
Congress  be  required  in  execution  of  a  treaty,  not 
to  its  validity,  the  doty  is  imperative  on  Congress 
as  much  as  it  U  the  daty  of  the  Judiciary  depart- 
ment to  hear  and  give  judgment  on  an  act,  and 
of  the  Exeoutire  to  cause  the  sentence  to  be  ex- 
ecuted. 

It  has  been  said  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from, 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Basbodr,)  that  the  optfation  of 
the  aiwve  proriaien  is  on  the  constitutions  and 
laws  of  the  separate  States,  in  oMkiag  a  treaty  a 
law  in  relation  to  them,  but  not  so  as  to  the  le- 
gislative power  of  Congresb.  I  can  perceive 
nothing  in  the  Consiitotion  to  justify  this  partiid 
and  strange  construction,  and  it  is  not  a  little 
difficult  to  conceive  bow  a  treaty  can  becone  a 
law  in  one  place  and  not  anotlier;  how  it  can 
bind  the  States  severally  as  a  law,  and  not  the 
United  States.  The  same  faooorable  jjeotlemaa 
attempted  to  sustain  the  authority  of  Congress  to 
interfere  with  commercial  treaties,  on  the  provis- 
ion in  the  Constitution  which  gives  to  Congress 
the  genera]  power  to  regrulate  commerce,  insist- 
ing that  this  power  could  not  be  infringed  or  im- 
paired by  the  treaty-making  power. 

If  Ibis  be  the  Conatitulion,  we  are  poor,  indeed, 
ia  the  authority  of  (he  Piesidenc  aad  Senate,  ia 
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the  imty  de|p«rtin«)t;  for  commerc«  is  the  great 
fold  ia  the  foragn  reladoos  of  the  Goveramrat ; 
ui  at  no  renote  period  it  may  well  be  imagined, 
that  that  field  wiA  he  so  occupied  by  legislative 
r^alationsjUtoIcare  little,  very  liiile,  foracom- 
m«cial  treatytooperateupon.  Bat,as  the  rule  was 
applied  by  the  honorable  genllemaD,  the  legisla- 
tive power  may  supersede  tbe  stipulations  ef  a 
Mibsistiog  treaty  on  the  subject,  under  tbe  pover 
of  regulating  commerce,  because  it  is  aCoostitu- 
tional  power,  and  not  subject  to  treaty  stipula* 
tionsj  and  althougb  an  aet  coofirmatory  of  tbe 
treaty  may  have  been  pasfied,  tbe  same  body,  in 
Che  exercise  of  this  uoaUeoable  power  of  tbe  Cob- 
stiiotioD,  may  repeal  it. 

in  the  application  of  this  principle,  tbe  honor- 
able nMmiwr  insisu  that  an  act  of  Congress  ia 
necessary  to  reduce  the  impost  on  British  tonnage 
to  that  of  Aaierican  tonnage,  conformably  to  the 
Cieaty ;  that  an  aet  eannoi  be  abromted  or  aa- 
aaUed,  without  a  repealing  aet  for  uie  pocpose. 
If  this  be  so,  what  has  Iwcome  of  the  most  im- 
portaot  act  this  Groreroment  ever  passed— the  aet 
decJaring  war  gainst  Great  Britaio,  passed  io 
Jane,  1812?  Is  it  yet  io  force  for  vant  of  a  stat- 
tote  repeal,  or  did  it  not  fall  aader  tbe  operation 
of  the  treaty-mahing  power?  The  case  leaves 
Qo  escape;  tbe  power  to  declare  war  is  exclusively 
ia  Congress ;  the  act  for  that  purpose  most  event- 
ful, and  ita  abrogation  by  tbe  treaty  without 
quesdoQ. 

Is  it,  then,  any  longer  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
the  treaty  in  question  is  competent  to  modify  tbe 
tonnage  duty  on  British  sbippiog?  If  it  be  not, 
llr.  Q,  said,  he  looked  in  vain  for  any  operation 
or  cffiMt  of  the  treaty  power }  the  very  provision 
is  sabrerted,  and  the  term^  *-  supreme  law  of  the 
Uai,"  •  dead  letter.  For,  Mr.  Speaker,  tbe  vary 
definition  of  "law,"  as  "a  rule  of  aetion,"  as  aa- 
signing  to  each  and  every  member  of  the  com* 
mnnity  his  daty,  cannot,  in  its  aeoessary  applica- 
tion nnder  tbe  treaty,  fail  to  reach  and  fix  the 
doty  of  the  enstem-honse  officer  on  the  point  in 
quesUon.  If  it  fall  short  of  this,  tbe  provtsioos  of 
the  treaty  are  no  inore  tban  propositions  or  pro- 
jects for  Congress  to  adopt  or  reject,  at  dis- 
eretioD. 

Mr.  HoPKiHSON  said,  that  not  anticipating  tbat 
this  bill,  which  was  laid  opon  tbe  table  but  jres- 
terday,  would  so  soon  be  called  up  for  discussion, 
he  had  not  given  that  reflection  to  it,  which  was 
necessary  tor  an  argument  on  its  principles. 
Such  ihoogbts  and  suggestions,  bowever,  as  bad 
occorred  to  him  on  tbe  moment,  he  would  offer 
to  tbe  House  with  all  poasible  brevity,  and  a  sin- 
cere Irish  that  he  bad  been  able  to  give  more 
eonaidentioa  to  their  matter,  and  a  better  shape 
to  their  manner.  The  gentlemen  who  press  the 
pnnage  of  tbts  bill,  said  he,  seem  to  take  a  range 
of  obiervation  far  wider  tban  the  snbjeet,  and  to 
trarel  over  ground  not  necessary  now  to  be  ex- 
plored. The  subject  itself  offers  matter  enough 
tor  coosideratidn,  and  of  sufficient  importance  too 
to  deserve  tbe  uodivided  attention  of  tbe  House. 
Their  ingenuity  has  been  exerted,  and  their  im- 
agiitatioa  pot  into  action,  to  create  and  combine 
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oases  of  supposed  treaties,  wbioh  would  reooue 
tbe  aid  of  the  House  to  earrr  them  into  effect 
and  which  must  be  submitted  to  its  pever  am 
coDtrol.  That  cases  may  oeear,and  surely  that 
cases  may  be  imagined,  in  which  this  Hooac 
might  find  iisetf  exceedingly  embarrasaed  by  a 
treaty  made  by  the  Preaideat  aad  Senate, cannot 
be  denied ;  but  is  tbe  ease  bow  before  ns  of  that 
description?  Does  anybody  feel  (be  least  reluc- 
tance to  bars  the  cooventioa  go  into  operation  f 
Does  anjiJrady  say  its  provisions  are  of  a  kind  to 
require  any  aid  from  tia  to  carr^  tbem  into  ex<h 
cution,  as  where  money  is  required,  or  some  col- 
lateral assistanee,  before  tbe  treaty  can  be  eon- 
summated  by  performance?  Why,  tben,  shall 
we  fret  and  embarrass  ourselves  with  possible 
casM  of  difficulty,  when  we  are  called  upon  oalf 
to  decide  one,  in  which  tiure  is  no  diffienlty? 
The  cases  put  are  all  of  an  extreme  kind,  froa 
which  it  is  seldom  safe  to  draw  an  ai^nmeat. 
When,  bowerer,  the^  shall  oeear,  they  will  be 
met  by  tbe  House  with  proper  firmness  and  die> 
creiioB ;  on  a  full  view  of  all  its  righu  and 
duttf»,  as  regulated  by  the  Constitatien,  eoosciea- 
itously  performing  the  latter,  and  assnmiog  no 
more  of  the  former  than  it  is  entitled  to.  Bat 
let  us  leave  those  eases  until  they  do  occur: 
"  Sufficirat  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof." 

Tbe  question  now  before  the  House  is,  "  Shall 
this  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed?"  and  I  wonld 
presume,  that  if  it  can  be  shewn  tbat  it  is  utterly 
unnecessanr  and  useless;  that  it  can  prodooe  ao 
sensible  effect;  that,  when  passed,  it  will  lean 
Its  subject-matter  precisely  as  it  fouad  it,  there  is 
reason  enough  shown  why  it  should  not  be 
passed.  It  is  surely  onbecoming  the  wisdom  and 
dignity  of  this  body  to  be  grarcTy  enacting  nuga- 
tory Mws  I  or,  as  soma  ^  the  gwtlemen  bare 
termed  this,  hamUeta  law.  The  eaaetmeot  of  a 
Jaw  can  never  be  without  consequeaees,  for  if  the 
law  itself  means  nothing  aad  does  nothing  as  a 
law,  it  most  injure  the  reputation  of  the  body 
enacting  it.  This  brings  me  tben  directly  to  the 
question,  do  the  gentlemen  who  insist  upon  Ihie 
bill  believe  tbat  (t  is,  in  any  maaaer^  necessary  te 
tbe  validity  of  tbe  convention  to  which  it  refers? 
Does  tbat  convention  require  such  a  law  to  give 
it  force  and  effect?  Are  we  to  put  tbe  ftoisniu 
hand  to  it,  witbout  which  it  is  a  dead  letter  ?  It 
asks  DO  appropriation  of  money]  it  requires  no 
collateral  or  extrinsic  act  to  be  done  to  enable  it 
to  live,  and  move,  and  execute  its  fuaetioas.  If 
it  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  It  does  of  it- 
self all  that  is  necessary  for  its  full  consupiaa- 
tion}  and  if  it  be  not  the  law  of  the  land, 
is  it?  If  it  be  attj^ing  it  is  everything.  This 
treaty  has  been  made,  ratified,  and  exchanged  1^ 
the  President  and  Senate,  in  the  manner  directed 
by  the  Conttitotioo.  Are  geottemen  willing  te 
say,  that,  iwtwitbstaDdiog  this,  it  still  requires  our 
concurrence  or  confirmation  to  give  it  life  and 
validity.  Is  it  no  longer  a  treaty  if  we  shall  re- 
fuse our  concurrence  ^-for  it  is  manifest  tbat  if 
our  refusal  will  not  destroy  it,  our  concurrence 
cannot  help  it.  It  is  one  iodivisibla  act,  and  its 
coueqaenaee  are  eftually  indirisiblft  I  hare  a» 
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inmiperable  objwtioD  to  followiog  geDil^mea  in 
the  discusfioa  of  point*  not  neeessary  to  tbe  fall 
andereiaDdjof  and  fair  decision  of  tbe  matter 
before  na,  sod  wbicb  neceHariljr  lead  ui  into 
bnted  eoDlroversies  and  angry  qat^slions.  When 
the  aid  of  this  House,  by  money  or  otherwise,  is 
•ailed  for,  ia  order  to  carry  into  ezeeniion  the 
provisions,  or  some  of  them,  of  a  treaty,  wbicb  it 
•baH  thiDK  iejorious  lo  the  imporiant  mterestsof 
the  eoQDiry,  and  it  shall  be  put  to  as  to  say,  whe- 
ther we  will  graot  tbe  reqoired  assistance,  or 
meet  the  coosequences  of  a  refural.  tbe  Hoase 
will  doubtless  talte  its  course  with  that  sound  dis- 
cretion and  deliberate  judgment  which  the  high, 
the  awfol  responsibility  of  the  act  will  demaadi 
Tbey  will  eodeaTor  to  reconcile  their  CoDstitur 
tiooal  obligations  with  tbe  safety  and  interests  of 
tb9  State.   A  case  of  this  appalling  shape  and 
■wsnitude  may  be  trusted,  and  must  be  trusted 
witb  the  conscieoees  of  those  who  may  be  called 
npoo  to  decide  it.  Happily,  such  is  not  the  cara 
we  are  now  aetioff  upon.  I,  therefore,  eonfi- 
dtotly  bring  back  toe  qaeation  to  the  gentlemen, 
and  wait  their  answer;  now  and  in  what  manner 
and  degree  this  convention  is  to  be  affected  by 
tbead<^iioD  or  rejection  of  this  bill?  What  in- 
flnence  will  it  hare  upon  the  Talidity  of  a  con- 
tract thus  made  and  eooelnded,  ratified,  and  ex- 
changed t   That  the  subject-matter  of  the  treaty 
ia  within  the  treaty-making  powerj  can  scarcely 
be  denied.   Nothing  is  affected  by  it  but  tbe  rate 
of  duties  to  be  paid  by  the  respective  parlies  in 
their  respective  ports— as  fair  and  usual  a  subject 
of  national  contracu,  or  treaties,  as  can  be  im- 
agined.  If  tbe  President  and  Senate  have  not 
power  to  make  treaties  of  this  kind,  their  power 
IS  a  mockery;  a  oame  without  a  substance;  ao 
aaihority  with  ootbiog  npon  which  it  can  ever 
act  or  be  ezereiaed.  It  is  contended  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Gteorgia,  that  a  treaty  wbicb  affects 
oistiog  laws  upon  a  subject  within  the  peculiar 
imwer  of  Congress,  cannot  be  carried  into  opera- 
tion without  tbe  coocurreoi  act  of  this  House; 
and  therefore,  that,  inasmuch  as  ihe  imposing  or 
removing  of  duties  is  given  by  the  Constitution 
expressly  to  Coogress,  a  treaty  cannot  change  a 
law  regulating  duties  without  the  aid  or  coneor- 
rence  of  Congress  in  iis  ordinary  mode  of  legis- 
lation.  But  this  proposition  is  doubtless  much 
too  broad,  and  most  general  propositions  are. 
What  is  more  clearly,  decidedly,  aod  exclusively 
in  the  power  of  Congress  iban  the  right  of  declar- 
ing war?   This  most  be  done  by  a  law  of  Con- 
gress, aod  can  be  done  in  no  other  way.  Yet 
this  law  of  Congress,  made  on  a  subject  thus 
within  its  exclusive  power,  nuy  be  repealed,  and 
has  been  repealed,  by  a  Treaty  of  Peace  macle  by 
the  President  and  Senate,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed  by  tbe  Constitution,  wiihoot  any  refer- 
ence lo  the  will  or  pleasure  of  this  House,  any 
dcpendeoee  on  its  authority,  or  any  eoncorrence 
of  its  laws.   The  treaty  is  duly  made  aod  rati- 
fied— peace  followr—ihe  war  is  terminated-Mhe 
act  of  Congress  declaring  war,  and  all  other  acts 
in  relaiion  to  it  repealed,  without  tbe  Imst  inter- 
ftrcnee  <rf  ibis  Hoaae,  or  ita  o^nion  apon  the 
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suhjecl  being  even  anked  or  attended  to.  A  treaty 
must  be  considered,  as  it  reatljr  is.  a  compact  or 
bargain  betVeen  two  parties,  which,  once  made 
and  concluded  in  the  manner  both  have  agreed 
to  be  binding,  in  no  longer  in  tbe  power  of  either. 
If,  therefore,  this  convention  has  received  its  rati- 
fication in  the  manner  and  by  the  authority  pr^ 
scribed  hy  our  Constitution  or  form  of  Ouvrra- 
roent,  it  is  at  this  moment  a  valid  and  binding 
bargain  between  the  two  nations,  and  oo  longer 
rightfully  in  the  power  of  either.   If  this  conven- 
tion has  not  been  so  ratified ;  that  is,  if  it  has  not 
been  done  in  the  proper  manner  and  by  the 
proper  authority,  it  is  neither  a  treaty  nor  a  con- 
tract, nor  anything  else;  and  yet  we  find  the 
President  has  exchanged  it  with  the  other  Power, 
as  a  Ihing  done  and  ratified  in  due  form  and  with 
competent  authority;  and  we  find  he  has  pro- 
claimed it  to  the  American  people  aod  to  the 
world,  as  a  treaty  made  aod  latined,  aod  as  the 
law  of  tbe  land  to  be  hereafter  uiMerved  and 
obeyed.  Has  tbe  President  been  premaiare  in 
all  this,  and  exceeded  tbe  Constitutional  limit* 
of  bis  aaihority?   Let  it  be  remembered,  too, 
that  tbe  public  promulg-ition  of  this  convention 
as  a  thio£  dooeand  concluded,  as  a  bargain  made 
and  ratified,  as  the  Constitutional  law  of  the 
land,  was  the  first  knowledge  or  ioiimaiion  of  its 
nature  or  contents  received  by  this  House.  It 
came  to  us  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same 
time  it  came  to  every  other  citizen  of  the  United 
States.   It  was  communicated  to  the  Senate,  to- 
gether with  al)  the  correspondence  and  docu- 
ments relating  to  it,  in  secret;  it  was  examined, 
discDssed  anddeeided  npon  in  the  Senateio  secret; 
the  doors  uf  tbe  chamber  were  closed  upon  us; 
we  might  have  knocked,  but  should  have  had  no 
admittance.  Does  this  look  like  an  act  requiring 
our  confirmation  or  aid,  or  on  which  we  are  to  be 
required  to  pass  any  judgment?  Call  first  upoo 
the  President  to  furnish  vou  with  ibe  neeeaeary 
information ;  demand  oi  him  to  aend  you  the 
correspondence  between  the  Mtnistera  on  ihia 
subject,  which  we  are  now  to  pass  our  vote  upon. 
All  this  he  did  for  the  Senate;  and  if  he  has 
overlooked  us,  let  us  remind  him  of  it  before  we 
proceed  any  further.  But  can  a  treaty  annul  an 
act  of  Congress ?  Can  it  repeal  a  law?  Why  not? 
If  a  treaty  be.  as  ibe  Coostituitou  expressly  de- 
clares, a  law  of  the  land,  and  a  supreme  law,  ia 
there  anything  strange  or  inconsistent  in  its  re- 
pealing aooiber  and  a  prior  law?   But  the  prior 
law,  say  the  gentlemen,  was  passed  and  enacted 
by  ^be  three  branches  of  the  Government;  and 
this  treaty  has  been  made  but  by  two.  Aod  what 
of  ihiM,  if  the  same  euihority,  the  same  Constita- 
tion, which  gives  the  three  branches  powerto  make 
a  lawin  general  cases,  gives  the  two  braochea  pow- 
er to  make  it  in  tb  is  ease.  If  the  Constitution  de- 
clares it  tobethelaw,itm»t  have  all  Ihe  effect  of 
law,  by  whomsoever  made.  Inihe  natureuf  things 
there  cannot  exist  at  Ibe  same  time^under  the  same 
authority,  two  contradictory,  inconsistent  laws, 
or  rules  of  action.  One  or  other  must  give  way; 
both  cannot  be  obeyed;  aod  if,  in  ihis  ca&e,  the 
treaty  baa  no  Conatituilonal  supremacy  over  an 
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ordioary  act  of  legMlatioo,  it  at  least  haa  ibe  ad- 
mitted advaDiagefir  beiog  earlier  in  poiot  of  time, 
«f  beiag  the  IkKtConititational  expreuioo  of  tbe 
will  of  the  Datioo  on  tbis  subject.  Ii  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  ibe  geoeral  power  of  leffislatioo 
is  given  lo  Coagress  in  one  part  of  the  Goasiitu- 
tioa ;  tbe  special  power  of  making  treaties  to  the 
President  and  Senate  in  another  part;  and  then  the 
acts  of  both,  if  eoostiiutionallv  done,  are  declared, 
in  ibe  same  sentence,  in  another  part  of  the  Con- 
stitaiion,  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and 
placed  precisely  npon  tbe  same  fooling  of  author- 
117.  1  conclude  these  hasty  undigested  remark^ 
with  repeating,  that  if  gentlemen  believe,  and  1 
have  not  heard  it  denied,  that  the  coDTeniion  will 
go  into  operation,  and  izi  indeed  now  in  operation, 
without  the  aid  of  tbe  law  proposed,  it  is  a  suffi- 
cient reason  why  the  law  should  not  be  passed. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  decided  in 
the  ncgatire— yeaa  60,  oay*  81. 

Tbe  question  recorred  on  agreeing  lo  the 
ameodmeott  made  in  Committea  of  the  Whole, 
on  which  a  debate  took  place  the  other  day.  Tbe 
object  of  the  amendments  was  to  except  from 
the  equalization  of  duties  all  such  British  vessels 
as  do  not  come  direct  from  Europe.  Tbe  amend- 
ments were  negatived  without  a  division. 

Some  other  ameodmentd  were  proposed,  one 
of  which  was  agreed  to,  viz:  to  strike  out  the 
Bast  iniies  from  the  number  of  exceptions  to  the 
operation  of  tbe  act. 

The  question  then  having  been  stated,  "Shall 
tbe  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading?" 

Mr.  Qaston  remarked,  that  perceiving  thegen- 
ml  wish  to  come  to  a  concluston,  on  this  bill,  be 
kad  abstained  from  answering  many  remarks 
which  bad  been  made  in  opposition  to  his  motion 
for  iodefioite  postnoQemeot.  Bat  as  the  contro* 
TOST  w«  revived  00  tbe  question  fur  engrossing 
tJw  bill,  he  would  avail  himaelfof  the  opportunity 
to  reaene  bia  opioions  from  miseoneeption,  and 
defend  them  against  the  most  important  of  the 
ATgoncDis  by  which  they  bad  been  assailed.  In 
aaeribiDg  to  the  convention  tbe  power  of  repeal- 
ioff  so  much  of  tbe  acts  of  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject of  discriminating  duties  as  was  opposed  to 
Its  provisioos,  he  was  supposed  by  gentlemen  to 
eMitend  for  a  supremacy  of  the  power  to  make 
Ueatiea  over  the  power  to  enact  laws.  Some  seem 
even  to  have  imagiaed,  that  be  exalted  this  power 
of  framtog  treaties  over  the  Constitution  itself. 
His  opiniuDs  were  founded  on  no  such  erroneous 
priDciple.  He  regarded  acts  of  Congress  formed 
on  subjects  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress, 
and  treaties  formed  on  subjecu  proper  for  treaties, 
as  bein^  rqoally  laws  of  tbe  Dattoo,  and  be  claimed 
for  neither  a  superiority  over  the  other.  The 
CoastitDtion  vests  all  the  lq[islaiive  powers  which 
it  graata  in  one  organ  of  the  national  will,  ihf 
Coogresaof  the  United  States.  It  rests  the  whole 
of  the  power  of  making  treaties  io  another  organ 
of  tbe  national  will,  the  President  acting  with  tbe 
eoocurrenee  of  two  thirds  of  tbe  Senate  of  tbe 
United  States.  Iidefiaes  what  are  tbe  legislative 
powers  granted,  because  such  a  definitioo  was  ne- 
try  to  distinguish  between  those  delegated  to 


the  Oeneral  Goverameat  and  anch  as  were  re- 
tained by  tbe  States.  It  does  not  limit  the  power 
-of  making  treaties,  because  do  part  of  this  power 
waa  to  be  retained  by  the  Sutes,  The  entire 
power  therefore  on  the  sabject  of  treaties,  which 
sovereign  States,  according  to  tbe  usages  and  laws 
of  nations,  may  exercise,  unless  where  it  is  restrict- 
ed by  specific  prohibitions  in  tbe  Constitution,  is 
vested  under  this  general  grant  in  the  proper  de- 
pository. Tbe  Constitution  then  imparts  to  pro- 
per acts  of  tbe  legislative  authority,  and  also  of 
the  treaty-making  power,  the  character  and  attri- 
butesof '*laws,"  that  is,  of  rules  of  action  prescribed 
by  the  sovereign  power.  They  both  derive  their 
efficacy  from  being  Constitutional  expressions  of 
tbe  will  of  tbe  nation;  and  where  thereare  twoex- 
pressiuos  of  that  will,  which  cannot  stand  tocetber, 
tbe  lust  necessarily  abrogates  the  firsL  A  law 
may  repeal  a  treaty.  This  was  done  io  the  ease 
of  tlie  Treaty  of  1778,  with  France,  dislinetly  re- 
pealed by  an  act  of  Congress.  And  a  treaty 
the  same  ressoo  may  also  repeal  a  precedent  act 
of  Congress^  as  must  be  admitted  lo  belbeoaaa 
of  the  treaties  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  and 
the  Regency  of  Algiers,  repealing  the  nets  declare 
ing  war  against  those  natioas. 

The  idea  that,  because  the  legislative  power 
granted  to  Congress  is  restricted  to  certain  sub* 
jects,  therefore  ibe  power  to  make  treaties  cannot 
operate  on  these  ^objects  without  legislative  aid, 
seemed  to  him  neither  sound  logic,  nor  a  coostruc- 
tion  perroiuioi;  tbe  treaty  power  to  have  any 
useful  effect.  Neither  a  treaty  of  |>eace,  of  alliance, 
or  of  commerce,  can  well  be  made  without  afiifct- 
ing  some  of  these  subjects.  The  first  usually  eoiH 
taina  stipulations  in  r^ard  to  captures  made  or 
to  be  made,  and  indemnities  for  wrongs  suffered. 
The  last  mast  appl^  directly  to  the  right  of  regn- 
lattog  commerce  with  foreign  nationa;  and  tre^ 
ties  oif  alliance  specify  the  aids  of  men  and  moaey 
to  be  afforded  in  the  cases  prescribed.  The  power 
therefore  lo  make  treaties,  which  tbe  CoostitiHion 
confides  exclusively  lo  the  President,  concurring 
with  two-thirds  of  tbe  Senate,  is  essentially  an- 
nulled by  a  eonstruction  that  requires  a  legisla- 
tive assent,  wherever  these  treaties  operate  upon 
subjects  which  are  tbe  usual  well  known  and  le- 
gitimate subjects  of  treaty.  For  certainly  the 
discretionary  power  of  assenting  to  or  dissenting 
from  any  instrument,  and  thereby  giving  or  r^ 
fusing  it  efficacy,  is  essentially  the  power  to  make 
it.  And  if  this  construction  obtain,  treaties  may 
be  taid  to  be  prepared  by  tbe  President  and  San- 
ate,  but  they  can  be  made  only  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Q.  did  not  conceive  that  the  opinions  he 
had  expressed  were  liable,  when  property  ander^ 
stood,  to  the  criticism  which  lad  beea  made  by 
tbe  gentleman  from  Tirgioia,  (Mr.  Baanoui) 
they  did  not  involve  the  ineoasisieney  of  permii- 
tiog  an  act  of  tbe  entire  Legislature  to  be  repealed 
by  the  will  of  a  part  only  of  that  Leffislatare. 
The  nation,  either  in  tbe  enaction  of  laws  or  in 
tbe  making  of  treaties,  is  always  the  agent.  It  is 
the  will  ol  the  nation  which  operates  in  both  in- 
stances—though tbe  expression  of  this  will  is 
made  through  distinct  organs  to  which  the  funo- 
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tfoDsare respectively  confided.  Perhaps,  too,it  wiU 
be  foand  that  tbere  are  salutary  checks  provided 
igaiDst  an  erroneous  expression  of  this  will,  in 
the  one  case,  as  io  the  other.  To  acts  of  legisla- 
tion, tbe  coQcoTrenee  of  the  Presideot  is  not  indis- 
pensable. Two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  can  make  lavs  without  bis 
■id.  In  the  formation  of  treatfee  he  must  act, 
and  his  aet  must  have  tbe  sanction  of  two-thirds 
of  the  Senate.  Tbe  power  of  making  treaties 
and  that  of  making  laws,  and  the  depositories  of 
diese  powers  should  be  conndered  as  perfectly 
distinct  from  each  other,  aa  if  tbe  individuals  who 
acted  in  tbe  one  case  never  had  an  ageney  in  the 
other. 

It  did  not  follow,  however,  from  his  doctrine 
in  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  treaties,  that  they  ne- 
cessarily changed  or  repealed  legislative  acts, 
with  woich  they  did  not  entirely  accord.  The 
stipulations  of  a  treaty  might  amount,  and  often 
did  amount,  to  do  mofe  than  a  pledge  to  alter  or 
nteogate  these  acts,  or  to  main  If^slative  rMrula- 
tions  conformable  to  such  stipulations.  Where 
the  treaty  was  of  this  nature— Aat  ie  to  say,  ex- 
eenlory  merely,  legislative  aid  was  necessary. 
Bat  where  it  could  ejecnte  itself,  tbere  it  needed 
so  aid.  What  was  tbe  nature  of  the  obligation 
to  carry  a  treaty  of  the  former  kind  into  e»ct,  it 
was  not  neeessary  now  to  examine.  When,  how 
ever,  be  stated,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  he 
viewed  this  obligation  as  morally  binding  on  this 
House,  as  a  braoeh  of  tbe  legislative  authority, 
he  did  not  think  that  he  uttered  a  sentiment  which, 
in  the  language.of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
retts,  (Mt.  Kino,)  degraded  tbe  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives into  a  mere  chamber  for  registering 
tbe  edicts  of  the  President  and  Senate.  He 
viewed  it  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, that  every  man,  and  every  body  of  men 
te  it,  owed  obedience  to  the  laws  of  tbe  land. 
The  House  of  Renresoiiatives  cannot  claim  an 
ozemption  from  tnis  duty.  They  may  aid  in 
lepealing  laws— but  so  long  as  the  laws  aist, 
whether  they  have  derived  their  origin  from  a 
legidative  or  a  treaty  declaration  of  (he  will  of 
(he  sovereign  power,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, tbe  Senate,  the  President,are  bound  by  them. 
The  obligation  to  appropriate  for  treaties,  was 
just  as  binding  as  tbe  obligation  to  appropriate 
fOf  the  objects  of  existing  laws.  If  the  gentleman 
eonsidered  this  moral  restraint  as  unfriendly  either 
to  personal  liberty  or  to  tbe  political  freedom  of 
this  body,  he  (Mr.  O.)  neither  wished  for  himself, 
or  those  who  were  dear  to  him,  a  liberty  superior 
•olaw. 

In  regard  to  the  practice  of  Cbvernment  on  sim- 
ilftr  oeeasioni^  the  gentleman  from  Oeorgia  (Mr. 
Fobsvtb)  had  oited  instaneee  whieh  he  was  not 
then  prepared  to  examine.  Such  an  examination 
required  a  ddiberate  review  of  the  treaties  and 
nets  referred  to,  whieh  demanded  time  and  books 
that  could  not  now  be  commanded.  It  was  pos- 
•iUe  tbat  some  of  the  cases  did  prove  an  uone- 
eessary  legislation  on  subjects  which  treaties 
had  adequately  provided  for.  But  what  was  the 
anawer  to  the  two  prominent  and  marked  eases 


whieh  Mr.'Q.  had  before  noticed,  viz:  tbe  Bri^ 
ish  treaty  of  1795,  and  the  convention  with  the 
French  Republic.  In  tbe  first  there  were  stipu- 
lations abolishinat  discriminating  duties  on  im- 
portations from  Canada,  yet  no  aoi  of  Coagrees 
was  passed  to  give  efficacy  to  these  sttpalationa-n 
tbe  treaty  mam  them  law.  In  the  French  con- 
vention there  was  a  provision  for  a  mutual  re- 
striction of  captures.  Conttres8,ii  is  said  by^  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  did  pass  an  aet  m  re- 
gard to  this  provision.  Thev  indeed  did,  and 
this  aet  was  the  strongest  illustration  of  ihdr 
entire  concurrence  in  tbe  opinions  he  had  ex- 
pressed. This  act  makes  an  appropriation  oi 
money  to  authorize  payment  for  such  of  tbe 
property  as  could  not  be  restored  in  kind ;  but  it 
pretended  not  to  command  such  restoration  where 
It  was  praciieable.  If  the  construction  o[  the 
gentleman  bad  prevailed,  the  last  was  necessary. 
But  neither  the  Congress  gave  sttch  direeiioo, 
nor  did  the  President  wait  for  it.  He  restored 
the  Bereeau.  According  to  the  exposition  whieh 
be  (Mr.  G.)  had  adopted,  tbe  appropriation  oi 
money  was  neceasary,  beeanat  im  Coostitniloa 
prohibits  the  payment  of  money  witbovt  an  ap> 
proprtation. 

Mr.  Q.  forbore  from  going  further  into  the  dis- 
cussion, from  a  oooviotitMi  tbat  the  House  was 
anxious  for  tbe  question. 

Mr.  Throop  said  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  a  detailed  argument  on 
tbe  question  submitted  to  the  House,  but  merely 
to  state  the  reasons  for  the  vote  be  should  give; 
this  he  deemed  doe  to  his  friends  in  this  Ifouse, 
because  be  found  himself  Of^sed  to  the  opin- 
ions of  a  majority  of  them.  He  should  vote 
against  the  bill  because  be  thought  it  nnneoes- 
sary  to  fwss  such  a  law.  Tbe  act  in  questton 
did  nothing  more  than  put  into  ibe  form  of  a 
law  tbe  several  provisitms  of  tbe  treaty  regula- 
ting the  eommeroe  between  the  two  eountriea, 
whieh  were  of  themselves  the  supreme  law  of 
tbe  land,  v  These  provisions  did  not  require  a 
construction,  nor  any  aid  by  law  to  oarry  them 
into  execution.  If  the  object  was  merely  to  in- 
struct the  revenue  officers,  be  would  prefer  its 
being  done  by  the  Preaident,  or  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury,  whose  duty  he  conceived  it  to  be, 
and  whose  competency  could  not  be  doubted.  He 
did  not  know  tbat  tbe  passage  of  this  law,  toU 
lowing  tbe  provisions  of  tbe  treaty,  would  do 
any  ^reat  mischief,  but  be  was  opposed  to  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  attempted  to  be  snp- 
poried,  and  feared  tbat  it  would  at  some  future 
period  form  a  dangerous  preeedent.  Tbe  treaty- 
making  power  was  lodged  by  the  Constitution  in 
the  President  and  Senate,  and  their  act  beoane 
.obligatory  on  the  nation,  without  tbe  interfer- 
ence of  Ibis  House,  by  tbat  section  of  the  Cos- 
Btitulton,  which  declares  that,  "this  Consiitutioa 
'  and  the  laws  of  the  .United  States  whieh  shaU 
'  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties 
'  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  an- 
'  thority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  sn- 
*  preme  law  of  tbe  land."  An  argument  has 
been  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  the  fact  tfaa^ 
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the  CoQstitQlioQ,  laws,  aod  treaties,  are  classed 
together  in  the  same  seoteoce,  aod  are  all  de- 
clared to  be  the  lav  of  the  land.   He  said  he  did 
not  koow  that  be  understood  what  the  coocLtuioB 
waa ;  bat  if  it  was  as  be  apprebeoded  it  to  be, 
that,  being  all  classed  tt^tber,  aad  in  one  sen- 
ttoee  dceured  lo  be  the  sapreme  law,  that  tbea 
a  treaty  «ts  of  no  greater  force  than  a  law,  he 
did  coneeire  that  the  same  argameot  would 
prore  that  the  Coostiiuttoo  was  not  paramoant 
to  a  lav,  and  if  that  eoostrueUoQ  preTailed,  Con- 
gress might  by  law  repeal  the  Coosttlution.  But 
grant  that  the  treaty  bad  no  greater  efficacy  than 
a  Jaw,  and  could  repeal  and  1^  repealed  by  a  law, 
then  the  act  uader  consideratioQ  was  aaneces- 
sary,  as  the  treaty,  being  subsequent  to  the  law 
creating  dlscriminatins  duties,  repealed  that  law, 
and  when  a  new  tariff  of  duties  was  created  it 
might  be  made  to  coaform  to  the  treaty.    But  it 
is  said  the  treaty  is  a  compact ;  beoce,  it  is  oo 
law  to  be  observed  by  the  people,  but  only  a  di- 
rection to  Congress  to  pats  a  law.   He  said,  be- 
cause it  is  a  coajwct  it  ie  superior  to  the  law. 
Aa  iadividual  may  fureaoribe  to  himself  a  rule  of 
o«ndttet,  by  whiob  he  wilt  ba  goToraed,  but  be 
my  depart  iron  that  rale  iriicaever  he  pleasea ; 
it  u  ft  law  to  himself,  and  the  power  which  eaacia 
may  rcpMl.  But  if  he  slipolates  with  another  a 
nle  of  eendnet  to  be  obserred  by  bimseir,  it  is  a 
compact,  and  he  cannot  de|mrt  from  it  witbont  a 
Tiolalton  of  his  plighted  faith^  and  the  rights  of 
that  other.   This  is  the  distinction  between  a 
treaty  and  a  law,  and  which  renders  a  treaty 
paramount  to  the  law ;  the  law  prescribes  a  rule 
of  conduct  to  the  citizens  of  the  State,  by  which 
they  are  to  be  governed,  and  may  be  repealed  at 
any  time  >  but  a  treaty  is  a  compact  between 
two  sovereign  States,  which  cannot  be  departed 
from  by  ooe  without  violatlag  the  taitb  oi  that 
State,  aod  the  rights  of  the  other.  He  said,  that 
aa  answer  to  the  argument  that  the  treaty  is 
only  a  diieolioo  to  Coiuress  to  pass  a  law,  was 
to  be  fonad  ia  the  eoncuiding  ^rt  of  the  same 
MCtioa  of  the  Constttutton,  whieh,  aftn  stating 
that  lieaties,  Ac.  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  adds:  "  and  the  judges  io  each  Slate  shall 
be  bound  thereby."   Here  was  a  direction  not  to 
Congress,  but  to  the  courts  of  law,  to  construe 
and  enforce  tbe  treaty,  which  they  were  bound 
to  do  withoQt  reference  to  any  construction  which 
might  be  put  upon  it  b?  an  act  of  this  body.  He 
trusted  he  should  not  be  told  thai  this  direction 
was  10  tbe  judges  of  the  State  courts,  and  not  to 
the  judiciary  of  tbe  United  Stales,  and  that  a 
uea'ty  might  be  enforced  in  the  State  courts,  but 
would  require  a  law  to  enforce  it  in  the  courts  ot 
the  Coiled  States.   For,  according  to  that  con- 
luuetioo  il  might  produce  this  absurdity,  that 
the  treaty  would  operate  upon  the  Slates  iodi- 
Tiduslty,  aad  Congress  might  refuu  to  pass  a 
law  whereby  it  could  not  be  treated  as  a  law  by 
the  United  States'  eoorts.   He  said,  that  he 
eoold  not  sanction  the  idea  that  this  House  bad 
any  control  oTer  the  treaty-making  power,  to 
ratify  or  annul  their  acts,  unless  it  was  io  cases 
where  the  treaty  could  not  execute  itself,  but 


H.  opR. 


required  for  that  jiurpose  provision  to  be  made 
by  law,  such  as  raising  money,  &c.  Some  gea^ 
tlemen  seem  alarmed  Test  the  President  aod  Sen- 
ate,  by  an  assumption  of  power,  should  at  length 
claim  the  right  of  makiag  war,  which  theyoontd 
do  by  siipalating  for  war  ia  a  treaty.  He  aai^ 
should  the  right  of  declaring  wit  exist  io  oae 
branefa  of  the  Legislature  independent  of  tke 
others,  he  could  not  but  see  but  it  might  as  safely 
be  lodged  with  tbe  President  and  Senate,  as  with 
Ibis  House.  The  right  here  claimed  of  supervi- 
sing the  treaty,  would  lead  to  that  result.  War 
has  ceased  ;  we  are  at  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
by  treaty ;  but  if  this  House,  iu  the  plenitude  cq 
iheir  wisdom,  had  not  thought  proper  to  ratify 
the  treaty,  the  war  is  renewed;  we  must  resume 
our  arras,  whieh  would  effectually  vest  this 
branch  of  tbe  Legislature  with  the  power  of 
makioff  war.  He  said  he  did  not  believa  that^t 
entered  into  the  views  of  the  framers  of  tl^ 
CoQstitutioD  to  vest  this  House  with  the  power 
of  rejeetiog  or  ratifying  a  treaty;  if  it  did,  they 
would  nut  have  left  a  powa  so  importaat  io  be 
gathered  from  inference.  They  woald  ban 
made  express  provision  for  it.  It  would  htm 
been  easy  for  tben,  and  they  would  have  dcdand 
that  the  power  of  making  treaties  should  be  rested 
in  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  Oonr 
gress. 

The  bill  was  farther  opposed  by  Mr.  Piovait- 
mo,  and  Mr.  Mills,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Kiiift 
of  Massachbsetts,  and  Mr.  Lowndbs. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  by 
Mr.  Root,  oq  motioQ,  the  siUiject  was  further 
postpooed  until  to*monow> 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED 

Mr.  Calhook,  A-om  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  an 
Uniform  National  Carreney,reported  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  which  was  read  twice  aad  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  Monday  next. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 
A  Bill  to  ificorporate  the  8Bb«dben  to  the  Bask  «f 
the  United  Ntates. 

Beii  maeUdy  bv  the  Smote  and  Hotue  of  Aem 
amtativa  of  tke  JMUed  State*  of  America  in  Com- 
grete  aetembted.  That  s  Bank  of  the  Unilsd  SlatM  ef 
America  shall  be  established,  with  a  capital  of  thii4gp> 
five  millktiu  of  doUnn,  divided  into  thne  hnndred  sad 
Attj  thousaBd  .shares,  of  one  hundred  doUars  essh 
flfasre ;  bnt  Congress  may,  at  sny  tioM  hereafter,  any- 
ment  (he  iMfitaA  of  the  said  bisk,  to  a  sum  not «» 
ceediog  fifty  milHons  of  dolhn,  in  each  maaaflr 
shall  be  by  law  provided.  Sarenty  thoussod  •haMi^ 
amoanting  to  the  sum  of  seven  millions  of  doDaiSt  part 
of  the  cspHal  of  the  said  bank,  shall  be  sttbeedbed,  aad 
paid  for  by  ^  United  States,  in  the  manner  heraB>- 
after  specified ;  aod  two  hosdred  and  «i^>ty  thonsaad 
Bhares,  amounting  to  the  som  of  twenQr-eight  mdUais 
of  dollars,  shall  be  subwirihed  and  paid  for,  by  m^viA- 
usls,  eompanis%  or  corpwatfaHi^  in  Uie  manner  hen- 
taafter  spedfled.  ,  ^, 

Bsc.  8.  And  be  it  fitrOer  enseted,  That  sub- 
Bcriptioni  for  the  sum  oi  twenty^fht  niUhons  of  do*. 
Isrs,  towards  eonititutmg  the  cspital  of  the  said  bank, 
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-dull  be  opened  on  the  first  Mosdiij  in  Jane  next,  at 
itt  fbllowmg  places*  that  is  to  say :  at  Portsmouth,  in 
the  State  of  New  HtiiDpibire ;  at  Boston,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetta ;  at  Providence,  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island ;  at  New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
meticot ;  at  Borlinglon,  in  the  State  of  Vermont ;  at 

New  York,  in  the  Bute  of  New  York ;  at  ,  in 

lite  State  of  New  JerseT  ;  at  Philadelphia,  in  theSute 
of  Pennsylvania;  at  Wilmington,  in  tbe  State  of  Del- 
aware ;  at  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland ;  at 
JUehmond,  in  the  State  of  Virginia;  at-Lexington, 

in  the  State  of  Kentucky  ;  at  in  tbe  State  of 

Ohio;  at  Baleigb,  in  the  Sute  of  North  Carolina ;  at 
Maahville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  at  Charleston,  in 
dw  State  of  South  Carolina ;  at  Augusta,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia ;  at  New  Orleans,  in  tbe  State  of  Loukii- 
aaa ;  and  at  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. And  the  said  subscriptions  shall  be  opened  under 
the  superintendence  of  time  commissioners,  to  be  ap- 
pointed at)  and  for,  each  of  the  said  places,  by  the 
na^ent  of  tbe  United  States,  (who  ia  hereby  aathor- 
hed  to  make  aacb  appmntments,)  and  shall  continue 
open  every  day,  from  the  time  of  opening  the  same, 
between  tbe  hoars  often  o'cbck  in  the  forenoon,  and 
fear  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  until  the  Saturday  fol- 
lowing, at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
same  ahall  be  closed;  and  immediately  thereafter,  the 
commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the  respective 
places  aforesaid,  ahall  cause  two  traoscripta  or  copies 
of  such  Bubseriptions  to  be  made,  one  of  which  tbey 
■hall  aead  to  ttw  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  one  tbey 
■hall  retain,  and  the  original  they  shall  transmit,  with- 
in seven  days  from  the  closing  of  the  subscriptions  as 
aforesaid,  to  tbtLCommisaioners  at  Philadelphia  afore- 
■^d.  And  on  toe  receipt  of  the  said  original  subscrip- 
tions, or  of  either  of  the  said  copies  thereof,  if  the  ori- 
ginal be  lost,  mislaid,  or  detained,  the  commissioners 
at  Philadelphia  aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  Uiem,  shall 
immedialaly  theieafter  convene,  and  proceed  to  take 
an  aocoant  of  the  ■aid  aabseriptiona.  And  if  more 
than  the  amount  of  twenty-eight  milUons  of  doUam 
ahall  have  been  subscribed,  then  Ihe  said  last  men- 
twned  commissioners  shall  apportion  the  same  among 
the  aeveral  aubscribers,  according  to  their  several  re- 
spective sabscriptions,  allowing  and  apportioDing  to 
each  subscriber  at  least  one  share.  And  in  case  the 
■ggr^ate  amount  of  the  said  anbscriptions  ^11  ex- 
ceed twenty'oight  miUiona  of  dotlars^  the  aaid  laat 
mentfamad  commismuMn,  after  having  ai^rtboed 
Uie  same  as  aforesaid,  shall  cause  lists  of  the  said  ap- 
pOTtioned  sabsoriptioQs  to  be  made  out,  including  la 
each  list  the  apportioned  subscription  for  the  place 
where  tbe  original  subscription  was  made,  one  of 
which  liata  they  shall  transmit  to  the  commissionws, 
or  one  of  them,  under  whose  superintendence  such 
«Aeer^tiiHU  were  originaUy  madet  that  the  aubKribera 
na;  Aeieby  aaeertain  the  number  <a  diares  to  them 
mpectiTely  appottimied  as  aiiNMtid.  And  in  case 
tte  afgregmte  anumnt  of  the  aaid  sobecriptioiis  made* 
during  the  period  aforesaid,  at  all  the  places  aforesaid, 
■hall  not  amoant  to  twenty-eight  millions  of  doUsis, 
1k»  aabsciiptioBa  to  complete  the  said  sum  shall  be, 
and  remain  open,  at  PliUadelphia  aforeaaid,  under  the 
■aperintendence  of  the  commissioners  appwnted  for 
that  ^ace;  and  the  SHbscriptioos  may  be  then  made 
by  any  tndividnali  eomptny,  or  corporation,  for  any 
BvmMT  of  diares,  not  exoceding  in  the  whole  the 
■mount  required  to  complete  the  said  sum  of  twenty- 
eight  millions  of  dollars. 
Sk.  3.  And  be  a  fuHher  cnacUd,  That  it  shall 


be  lawful  for  any  individaal,  oomptay.  or  corperktion, 
when  the  flubsOTptiona  ahall  be  bpeneid,  as  herein  bin 
fore  directed,  to  subscribe  for  any  number  of  shares 
of  the  capital  of  tbe  said  bank,  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  shares  ;  and  the  same  so  subscribed  shall  be 
payable,  and  pud  in  tbe  manner  following,  that  is  to 
say:  seven  millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  gold  or  either 
coin  of  the  United  States,  or  in  foreign  gold  or  sSver 
coin,  at  tbe  value  thereof,  as  heretofore  established  by 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  cunmM^  it 
foreign  coins,"  passed  tbe  tenth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six ;  and  twen^ 
one  millions  of  dollara  thereof  in  like  gold  or  «lT«t  ! 
coin,  or  in  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  con- 
tracted at  the  time  of  the  anbscriptions  respectively. 
And  the  payments  made  in  the  funded  debt  of  the 
United  Stalea  shall  be  paid  and  received  at  tbe  follow- 
ing rates,  that  is  to  say  :  the  funded  debt,  bearing  an 
interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annnm,  at  Ihe  nomi- 
Qal  or  par  value  thereof ;  ine  funded  debt  bearing  an 
interest  of  three  per  centum  per  annnm,  at  the  rate 
of  sixty-five  dollara  for  every  sum  aS  one  hundred  dol- 
lars of  the  nominal  amount  thereof;  and  the  fiind«^ 
debt,  bearing  an  interest  of  seven  per  centum  per  an- 
num, at  ttie  rate  of  one  hundred  and  six  dollars  and 
fifty-one  cents,  for  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  | 
of  the  nominal  amount  thereof;  together  with  tho  ! 
amount  of  tbe  interest  accrued  on  the  said  aeveral 
denominations  of  funded  debt,  to  be  computed  and 
allowed  to  the  time  of  snbecriMng  the  ■ame  to  the 
capital  (tf  the  aaid  bonk  as  aforesaid.  And  the  pay- 
menu  of  the  said  subscriptions  shall  be  made  and  com- 
pleted by  the  subscribers,  respectively,  at  the  times 
atld  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say  :  at  the 
time  of  subscribing,  there  shall  be  paid  five  dollara  on 
each  share,  in  gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and 
twenty.five  dollars  more,  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  or  ia' 
fanded  debt  aa  aforesaid ;  at  the  expiration  of  aiz  ca- 
lendar months  after  the  time  (rf'Mibecribing,  there  AaS 
be  paid  the  fiirther  earn  of  five  dolkrs  oo  each  ahue^ 
in  gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and  twenty-five 
dollan  more,  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  or  in  fonded  debt  as 
aforeaaid  ;  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  calendar  monlfaa 
from  the  time  of  subscribing,  there  shall  be  paid  the 
further  sum  of  five  dollars  on  each  share,  in  gidd  or 
silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and  twenty^ve  doUar*  moro, 
in  coin  as  afoteeaid,  or  in  fiinded  debt  m  aforeeaid ; 
and  at  tbe  expiration  ni  eighteen  calokdar  mnktha» 
there  shall  be  pud  the  fortfaer  mm  of  teci.didlaia  in 
gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforeaaid. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  at  tbe 
time  of  subscribing  to  the  capital  <^  the  said  bank  as 
aforesaid,  each  and  every  subecriber  shall  deliver  to 
the  commissioners,  at  the  place  of  suliscribing,  as  well 
the  amount  of  their  sabscriptions,  respectively,  in  coin 
as  aforesaid,  as  the  certificates  of  fiinded  debt,  for 
fiinded  debt  proportioo  of  their  respective  mbMtriptioni^ 
together  with  a  power  of  attorney,  antboriting  the  aaid 
commisHoncrs,  or  a  majori^  of  Uiem,  to  transfer  the 
said  stock  in  doe  form  of  law,  to  *<  the  president,  diree- 
tors,  and  company,  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  Stales 
of  America,"  as  soon  as  the  said  bank  shall  be  organ* 
ized.  Provided,  alwajft.  That  if,  in  ooosequence  of 
the  aj^rtionment  of  Uie  abares  in  the  capital  of  the 
•aid  bank  among  the  aubecriberst  in  the  caae  and  is 
the  manner  hereinbefore  provided,  any  mfaacriber^hall 
have  delivered  to  the  ceoimissioner*,  at  the  time  of 
aahaenbingt  a  greater  amount  of  gold  or  silver  cnn 
and  fnnded  debt,  than  ahall  be  necesaaiy  to  complela 
the  paymenla  fiw  tbe  ■hare  or  ebiM  to  mdi  mibMii' 
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ben,  apportioned  u  afbTenid,  the  eomminnnen  ihall 
onljr  rrlain  wo  much  of  the  wid  gold  or  sUrer  coin,  end 
fnoiied  debt,  m  eball  be  dim— ly  to  complete  each 
pejpmeots,  eod  ehell  finrttwiUi  retain  tbe  enrploe  theTe< 
o(  on  epplieetion  for  the  seme,  to  the  eabecriber*  Itw- 
fuUy  entitled  thereUi.  And  the  comiDisiiooert,  re- 
spectively, ahall  depofite  the  gold  and  eilrer  coin,  and 
eertificatce  of  poMie  debt,  by  them  respeetiTely  re* 
ceived  as  eiurMaid,  from  the  aabscrlbere  to  the  cipi- 
tml  of  the  nid  bank,  in  some  place  of  secure  and  safe 
keeping,  so  that  the  same  may,  and  shall  be  specifi- 
cally delivered  and  transferred,  as  the  same  were  by 
them  re^MctiTely  receiTed,  to  tbe  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  &atea  of 
Amsiioa,  or  to  their  order,  as  sood  as  shaH  be  le- 

r'red  after  the  orgenintion  of  the  said  bank.  And 
did  commisaionen,  ajqwinted  to  superintend  the 
arnbeeriptions  to  the  ea|nt^  of  the  said  twnk  as  afore- 
said, shall  receive  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their 
serricea,  respectively,  and  shall  be  allowed  all  reason- 
able charges  and  expenses  incnrred  in  tlie  ezecntion 
of  thair  tmst,  to  be  paid  by  the  president,  directors, 
uid  company  of  the  bank,  oat  of  the  fnndi  thenoC 

8ic.  6.  And  be  it  fuHher  enaeltd.  That  it  shall  be 
lawiul  far  tbe  United  States  to  pay  and  redeem  the 
fiimfoJ  debt  subscribed  to  the  capital  of  tbe  said  bank, 
at  the  rates  aforesaid,  in  such  sums  and  at  such  times 
as  shall  be  deemed  eipedient,  anything  in  any  act  or 
acts  of  Congress  to  Ihe  contrary  thereof,  notwithstand- 
ing. Aod  it  shall  also  be  lawful  for  the  president,  di- 
rector*, and  company,  of  the  said  bank,  to  sell  and 
tranafer*  for  gold  and  ailver  coin  or  bullion,  the  ftiaded 
debt  snbscribM  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as  afore- 
said :  Prm^dedr  alwayw.  That  they  shall  not  sell  more 
thereof  than  the  sum  of  two  miUloos  of  dollars  in  any 
one  ynr  -,  nor  sell  any  part  thereof  at  any  time  within 
the  United  Sutes,  without  previously  giving  notice  of 
their  intention,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
oflering  the  same  to  the  United  States  at  the  eorrent 
price,  not  exceeding  the  rates  aforesaid. 

8ic.  fi.  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That,  at  the 
opening'  of  the  aubecription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
said  bank,  the  Saentaiy  of  the  Tteasnry  shall  sub- 
scribe, or  caoae  to  be  aobseribed,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  State*,  the  said  number  of  seven  tboQsand 
aharea,  amoontiog  to  seven  millions  of  dollars,  as  afore- 
said, to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  cnn,  or  Treasury 
notes,  or  in  slo^  of  tbe  United  States  bearing  interest 
at  the  rato  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  in  seven 
eqaal  annual  payments  of  one  million  of  dollars  each, 
tbe  fiist  whereof  shall  be  made  at,  or  as  nearly  as  con- 
veniently be  after,  the  MMUiing  of  the  said  sab- 
•GfipUons :  fiwided,  oAoaja,  That  it  ahall  le  lawftil 
tbr  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  a[q>roba- 
tkm  of  the  President  of  the  Unitod  States,  and  the 
coaaect  of  tbe  president,  directors,  and  company  of 
the  said  bank,  to  anticipate  and  pay  in  advance,  all 
or  any  of  the  said  annual  payments,  at  «neh  times, 
and  in  snch  manner,  as  shall  be  motoaUy  stipulated 
and  agreed. 

8b«.  7.  And  be  it  furthiT  enacted.  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  TreasGrr,  with  the  approlwlioD  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  shall,  from  time  to  tim^ 
select  and  demgnato  tbe  mode  of  paying  for  the  said 
snbeeription  of  the  United  States,  to'  the  capital  of  the 
said  bank  as  aforesaid.  And  if  payment  thereof,  or  of 
any  part  thereof^  be  made  in  public  stock,  bearing  in- 
terest at  the  rata  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  interest  shall  be  payable  ^oartorly, 
to  eaminenwi  from  the  tine  of  mking  each  peyBient 
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on  acooant  of  the  said  subscriptions,  and  the  principal 
of  the  said  atock  shall  be  redeemable  in  any  sums,  and 
at  any  periods  which  the  Government  shall  deem  fit 
And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  cause  (he  certificates  of  auch  poUic  stock  to  be 
prepared,  and  made  in  the  usual  form,  and  shall  pay 
and  deliver  the  ssme  to  the  preudent,  directon,  and 
company  of  the  said  bank,  at  or  as  soon  as  conveni- 
ently may  be  after,  the  time  and  times,  hereinbefore 
prescribed  for  the  payment  of  the  suid  subscription  of 
tbe  United  States,  to  the  capitel  of  the  said  bank  as 
aforesaid ;  or  at  such  other  time  and  times  ai  may  be 
agreed  upon  in  pnrsnaoee  of  the  authority  hereinbe- 
fore ^ven,  to  anticipate  ths  paymenta  of  Um  said  sub- 
scription as  aforesaid.  And  if  payment  of  tbs  said 
sobacriptioD  of  the  United  State*  to  Ihe  capital  of  the 
said  bank  as  aforesaid,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  shall  be 
made  in  Treasury  notes,  sudi  Treasary  notes  shall  not 
bear  ioterest,  but  shall  pass  by  endorsement,  or  by  de- 
livery, for  such  sum,  to  be  specified  on  the  face  there- 
of, respectively,  as  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
shall  lureet;  and  shaU  be  receivable  in  all  paymenta  to 
the  United  States,  and  in  alt  paymenta  to  the  presi- 
dent, directors,  and  company,  of  the  aaid  bank.  And 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treaanry  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
cause  the  said  Treasury  notes  to  be  prepared,  and  shall 
pay  and  deliver  the  sume  to  tbe  president,  directorsi 
and  company,  of  the  said  bank,  at  or  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently may  be  after,  the  time  and  times  hereinbe- 
fore prescribed,  for  the  payment  of  the  said  subscrip- 
tion of  the  United  States,  to  the  cairital  of  the  aaid 
bank  as  aforesaid ;  or  at  each  other  time  and  times  as 
may  be  agreed  npon,  in  pursuance  of  the  anthMitj 
hereinbefore  given,  to  anticipate  the  paymenta  of  the 
aaid  subscription  aa  aforesaid.  And  it  shall  be  lawftit 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  for  the  president, 
directors,  and  company,  of  the  said  bank,  to  issue,  and 
reissue,  at  their  par  value,  such  of  tbe  said  Treasury 
notes  as  shall  be  received  in  paymenta  by  the  United 
States,  or  by  the  said  bank,  leapeeCively,  as  aforesaid : 
Provided,  alwaya.  That  ths  United  Statea  may  at  any 
time  redeem  and  cancel  tiie  said  Treasoiy  notes,  or  any 
part  thereof,  while  the  same  shall  he  in  tbe  possession 
of  the  said  bank  as  the  property  thereof:  And  provi- 
ded, alto.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
the  Treasury,  out  of  the  said  Treasury  notes  received 
in  paymenta  to  tbe  United  States,  as  aforaaaid,  to 
cause  a  portion  thereof  to  be  cancelled  yearly,  and 
every  year,  so  diat  the  whole  amoant  issued  may  be 
redeemed  and  cancelled  on  or  before  the  expiration  of 
eight  years  from  the  time  of  opening  the  sabscriptiMi 
to  the  ea[MtaI  of  the  said  bank  as  aforesaid. 

Sac.  8.  Andbeit  furtker  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son ahall  folsely  make,  forge,  or  coanterfeit,  or  cause 
or  procure  to  b«  folsety  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited, 
or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  making,  forging,  or 
counterfeiting,  any  note  in  imitation  of,  or  purporting 
to  be  a  Treasury  note  as  aforesaid ;  or  shall  fobely 
alter,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  slteied,  or  will- 
ingly aid  or  amst  in  folsely  altering,  any  TreunuT 
note  isBoed  as  aforeaaid ;  or  sbdl  pass,  atter,  ot 
publish  as  true,  any  fUs^  forged,  or  coanterfeit 
note,  purporting  to  be  a  Treasury  note  as  afore- 
said, knowing  the  same  to  be  folsely  made,  forged, 
or  coonterftited ;  or  shall  pass,  niter,  or  publish,  or 
attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish  as  true,  any  folaely 
altered  Treasury  note  issued  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the 
aame  to  be  folaely  altered;  or  shall  be,  directiy  or  in- 
diiectly,  knowingly  conceniod  in  any  ef  the  dSmam 
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aforesud,  wexj  such  person  shall  be  deamed  and  ad* 
iadged  guilty  of  fisloDy ;  and  being  thereof  conTieted 
by  due  coarse  of  law,  shall  be  senteDced  to  be  im- 
prisoned, and  kept  to  hard  labor,  for  a  period  not  leu 
than  three  years,  nor  more  than  tea  yeaia,  and  be 
fined  in  a  tom  not  exceeding  five  thou  sand  dollars. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  it  hirthtr  enaetedt  That  the  sab- 
■oibfln  to  the  laid  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
Anerin,  thdr  aoocesion  and  aasignfl^ahaU  be,  and  are 
Iwnby,  created  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  by  the 
name  and  s^le  of  "  The  President,  Directont,  and 
Company,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  and  shall 
so  continue  nntil  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
me  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  thir^-six,  and  by  that 
name  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  made  able  and  capable, 
in  law*  to  have,  purchase,  receiTe,  poaseas,  enjoy,  and 
retain,  to  them  and  their  succaeeors,  lands,  7ent%  tene- 
ment*, bereditamenta,  gooda,  chattels,  and  effects,  of 
vbetooever  kind*  natttrsp  and  quality,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding,  in  the  irholc^  fiAy-five  miUioofl  of  dul* 
inehlding  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  afore- 
;  and  tbeaaBO  to  sell,  grant,  demise,  alien  or  dis- 
pose of;  to  sue  and  be  sued,  i4ead  and  be  impleaded, 
answer  and  be  answered*  defend  and  be  defended,  in 
all  courts  and  places  whatsoever ;  and  also  to  make* 
tuve,  and  use  a  canmoD  aea],  and  the  same  to  break, 
•ilai*  and  renew*  at  their  pleasure;  md  also  to  or- 
dain, esufaUsh,  and  pat  in  exoeotion  such  by-laws  and 
ordinancee  and  regulationa  as  they  necea* 
sary  and  conveaient  for  the  government  of  the  aaid 
corporation,  not  being  contrary  to  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  generally  to  do  and 
axecuto  all  and  singular  the  acts,  matters,  and  things 
which  to  them  it  shall  or  may  aj^tertain  to  do  ;  snb- 
ject,  nevertheless*  to  the  rules,  regulations,  restrio* 
tions,  Umit«t(en%  and  proviaioa%  hereinafter  prescribed 
and  declared. 

8bc  10.  AndheUfiuihir  enaeUd,  That,  fbr  the 
mauigemenL  of  the  affiura  of  the  said  coqKwationf 
there  shall  he  twenty-five  directors,  five  of  whom  ahall 
be  annually  auKrintod  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  and  twenty  of  whom  shall  be  annually  elected 
at  the  banking  house  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January*  in  each  year*  by  the 
fualified  stockholders  of  the  coital  of  the  aaid  bank, 
•nd  by  a  plurality  of  vote*  thuL  and  there  actually 
given*  according,  to  Uie  scale  of  voting  hereinafter  pre- 
scribed. And  tiie  dlrectoxB,  so  duly  appointed  and 
elected,  shall  be  capable  of  serving,  by  virtue  of  such 
^pointmeat  and  choice,  from  the  first  Monday  in  the 
month  of  January  of  eadi  ycer*  until  the  end  and  ex- 
piration  of  the  first  Mondi^  in  the  month  of  January 
of  the  year  next  enaning  the  time  of  each  annual  elec- 
timtobeheldby  thestockholdeiBas  aforcMid.  And 
the  bOBid  of  directots*  annually,  at  the  firtf  meeting 
after  their  election  in  each  and  every  year,  shall  pro- 
ceed to  ^ct  one  of  the  five  diracton  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  be  president  of  the 
corporation*  who  shall  hold  the  said  office  during  the 
same  period  Sot  which  the  directors  are  appmnted  and 
elected  as  aforesaid :  Provided,  alwaj/i,  That  the  first 
upoiutment  and  election  of  the  directors  and  president 
of  the  said  bank  ahall  be  at  the  time  and  for  the  period 
herunafter  declared :  Andprondedtobio,  That  in  case 
it  ihonld  at  any  Ume  happen  that  an  appointment  or 
election  of  directors,  or  an  election  of  the  president  of 
the  said  bank,  should  not  be  so  made  as  to  tdie  efiect 
on  any  d»  when,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  they  ought 
to  take  efiect*  the  said  corporation  shall  not*  for  that 
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cause,  be  deemed  to  be  diasolnd ;  but  it  shall  be  lav* 
fill,  at  any  other  time,  to  make  such  appointmeatL 
and  to  bold  such  elections*  (as  the  case  may  be,)  ana 
the  manner  of  holding  the  elections  shall  be  regu- 
lated by  the  by-laws  and  ordinancea  of  the  said  cor- 
poration ;  and  until  such  appointmento  or  elections  be 
made,  the  directors  and  president  of  the  said  bank, 
for  the  time  being*  shell  continae  in  office :  Andpro- 
videdt  abo.  That  in  case  of  the  death,  reaignaUoo,  or 
removal  of  the  president  of  the  said  coiporation,  ths 
directors  shall  proceed  to  elect  another  president  fivia 
the  directors  af^nted  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Steles  as  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  of  the  dea,th,  resigna- 
tion, or  abaence  from  the  United  States,  or  removid,of 
a  director  from  office,  the  vacancy  shall  be  supplied  I9 
the  President  of  the  United  Bt&tes,  v  by  the  stock- 
hddeis,  aa  the  case  be.  But  the  Rmidentofthi 
United  Stetes  ahme  shall  have  power  to  remove  the 

E resident  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  uie  directois  appointed 
y  him  as  aforesaid. 

Sac.  11.  And  btitjuriher maeted.  That  as  soon  as 
the  sum  of  eight  millions  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  in  the  public  deb^ 
shall  have  been  actually  received  on  account  of  the 
subecriptions  to  the  coital  of  the  said  bank,  (exdo- 
siv^y  ^  the  snbacrwtion  aforeaaid,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States*)  notiee  thereof  Aall  be  given  by  tbo 
penraa  under  whoae  saperintendonee  the  snfaaGnptiona 
dull  have  been  nado  at  the  et^  of  FhiladdpUa,  In  at 
least  two  newqkspers  printed  in  each  1^  Uie  plaosab 
(if  so  many  be  prinlea  at  such  idaces  respectively,) 
where  subscri^ions  shall  have  been  madc^  and  the 
said  persons  shall,  at  the  same  time,  and  in  like  man* 
ner,  noti^r  a  time  and  place  within  the  said  city  of 
PfaOadelpbia,  at  the  diatonce  of  at  least  thir^  days 
fr«n  the  time  of  such  notification*  for  proceewng  to 
the  election  of  twenhr  diiseton  as  aforeaaid,  and  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  suen  electioa  to  be  then  and  there 
made.  And  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  authorized,  during  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress* to  nominate*  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  five  directors  of  the 
said  bank  ;  and  the  persons  who  sbsll  be  elected  and 
appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  the  first  directora  of 
the  aaid  bank,  and  shall  proceed  to  elect  one  of  the 
five  directors  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  aa  afornaid,  to  be  president  <tf  the  said  bank; 
and  the  directwi  and  preaident  of  the  said  bank,  so 
appointed  and  elected  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  capable  td 
serving  in  their  respective  offices,  by  virtue  thereof, 
until  the  end  and  expiration  of  the  first  Monday  of  the 
month  of  January  next  ensuing  the  said  appoint- 
mento and  elections ;  and  they  shall  then  U)d  thenoe- 
forth  commence  and  continue  the  operations  ni  the 
said  bank,  at  the       of  Philadelphia. 

Sac.  IS.  And  htti  further  eaatUd,  That  the  direo* 
tors  for  the  time  being  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
inch  officers,  clerks*  and  servants  under  them,  aa  shall 
be  necessary  for  executing  the  business  of  the  said 
corporation,  and  to  allow  them  such  compensation  for 
their  services,  respectively,  as  shall  be  reasondile; 
and  shall  be  capable  of  exercising  such  other  powers 
and  authoritieB,  for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  of 
the  officers  of  the  said  corporation,  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed, fixed,  and  detennued  by  the  laws,  regula- 
Uons,  uid  ordinances  of  the  same. 

Sac.  13.  Andbt  it  further  macted^ThMi  the  foUow- 
ing  rules,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  proviaiona  shall 
form  and  bo  fundamental  articles  of  the  constitation  of 
tlw  aaid  corporation,  to  wit  •* 


Bank  qflAe  Vn&ed  auue$. 


S3 


Digitized  by 


501 


HISTOBT  OF  G(»ffGIffi88. 


jAif0iaT,1616. 


BioUt  of  t\e  United  Slate*. 


H.  OF  R. 


1.  Th«  omfcer  of  tdIh  to  wludi  the  rtoeliholdwi 
duJl  bt  entitlad.  In  votug  ftki  dtMCter^  AtXk  be  ac- 
tmtSm^  ii»  Uw  wviber  «f  iharei  ha^  ibe,  or  thay,  n» 
MMlifdy,  ehall  b«M,  is  lh«  pvopdnrlions  Mlowing, 
iMt  M  to  uy  :  fiir  me  afaare,  and  not  Bore  than  two 
AarMt  one  vole;  9u  tnrj  two  sharea  above  two,  and 
BOt  Moeoding  ten,  one  vote ;  for  every  four  afaarea 
ifaive  Aa«  and'  not  exceediug  thii^.  OM  vote ;  fiir 
•vary  ciz  abwee  above  thii^i  and  not  exoeedioc  oxty, 
ooe  vote ;  for  every  eig^t  uaiet  above  eizty,  and  not 
exeeediag  one  hundred,  one  vote;  and  for  eveiy  tan 
abarea  above  oa»  hnndied,  one  vote;  bnt  bo  penm, 
oapartaerahip.  or  body  politie,  ahaH  be  entitwi  to  a 
fraator  number  than  tUr^  votes;  and  after  the  firat 
•JectioD  no  fhare  m  ibarea  irfiall  oonfer  a  ti^t  of  vo> 
tng,  which  ahall  not  have  been  hotden  three  calendar 
nonttia  pravjoaa  to  the  dsy  of  eleclian.    And  atock- 
h^dara  actmlly  reaident  witfOn  the  Untied  ^teig  and 
none  other,  may  vote  in  ebctiona  by  proxy.   Bot  no 
fenaa  ahall  (hre,  in  the  whole,  a  greater  BBmber  of 
cDtea,  ea  ynvjj,  and  in  his  own  right,  than  be  wenld 
be  entitfaa  to  give  in  Us  own  right  only,  according  to 
tha  pwfoition  of  votiog  hereinafter  presiaibed- 

S.  Nat  men  than  thra*4bartha  of  the  directora 
eleeled  by  the  ateekhoUan,  and  not  more  than  foor- 
atbe  of  the  diieetoca  appqiiitod  by  the  Preudent  of  the 
DaUad  8tUea»  who  ahaU  bo  in  offiea  at  tha  tine  of  an 
annaal  «lactio%  ahaU  be  elected  or  anwuted  for  the 
next  aocooediag  year ;  bat  the  dinetu-  who  ahaU  bo 
Ae  preaidMit  at  ua  time  of  an  electian  m^y  always  be 
Mappointfld  ^  the  PWwdHof  the  United  Stte%  and 
Wioel— led  paaaidrnt  of  the  bank  I7  th«dire<lan 
tharaaf. 

t.  Www  bat  a  iiaHMil  rilaia  af  the  Unhod  Btatea 
ihdiho  a  diiaater,  aeTahall  a diroetor b« aatiaed  be 
mi$  melamwt,  bnt  the  atecBwIdeia  taa^  laako  aaeh 
aampianalion  to  the  pjmaideQt,  for  hia  axttaordiaaiy 
attMdaaoe  at  the  baaka  as  abaU  appear  to  them  roa* 


4.  Moi  leai  tihan  seven  direotors  shall  censtitote  a 
band  fix  the  transaction  of  busiaeas,  of  whom  the 
pliiiliiit  shall  always  be  one,  except  in  case  of  sick- 
MsB  or  neaeaaary  abeeaca^in  whidi  case  his  place  may 
beawfriliod  }tf  aay  other  diMCtar  whom  he,  byvrriling, 
andaa  aia  haad»  ahall  depnte  for  that  pmpoae.  And 
tba  AaoctM  so  deputed  may  do  and  transact  all  tha 
nacaaaaiy  bosiaaas  belonging  to  the  office  of  the  prea- 
idoait  of  the  aaad  corpoiattaa,  during  the  continuance 
of  tko  aackaaas  or  aeceasaiy  abaanoe  of  the  praaideat 

6.  A  BBKbar  of  atackholderB,  not  leaa  Utaa  six^, 
who,  aegsther,  shall  be  proptiatAs  of  eae  thoaaaad 
■harae  or  upwards,  shall  haae  power  at  ai^  time  be 
call  a  general  moetiog  of  the  stockholders,  for  par- 
poaea  ralatm  fee  ttm  inatttatiDn,  giving  at  least  ten 
laaafca*  aodca  in  two  pablie  Bewapaporaof  theidace 
when  tha  bank  ia  seabed,  and  ipeci^ing  in  such  no* 
tiee  the  dgoet  or  o^jeeis  of  each  netfiag. 

6.  jEIach  oaahiar  m  treaanrer,  before  be  entera  npon 
the  datiee  of  hie  office,  •ball  he  required  to  give  bond, 
with  tsro  or  ia<»«  auretiea,  to  the  aatis&ction  of  the 
diroctecB,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  fiAy  tbonsand  dol- 
lans,  ariih  a  emidituai  for  his  ^oed  betiaviour,  and  the 
UthfU  perfonaance  of  hie  dotiea  to  tha  corporation . 

7.  The  lands,  benementa,  and  heieditanisBts,  which 
it  shall  be  kwfut  for  the  said  eoipoiatkai  to  hold,  ahall 
be  only  such  aa  ahall  be  lequiaito  for  ita  immediate 
sceooamodation  ia  relation  to  the  convenient  tranmct* 
ing  of  its  bosinoes,  and  aooh  as  abatl  have  been  bona 
fid*  Biaatcaged  to  it  by  way  of  aacori^,  or  conveyed 


to  it  in  aatiafiction  of  debts  previously  contncted  in 
the  ooarse  of  iu  desliogs,  or  purchased  at  sales,  upon 
judgmenia  which  shall  have  been  obtained  for  such 
debts. 

8.  The  total  amount  i>t  debta  which  the  said  corpo* 
raUoB  Uiall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill, 
note,  or  other  contract,  over  and  above  the  debt  or 
debts  due  for  raoQey  deposited  in  the  bank,  ahall  not 
exceed  the.  mm  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  unless  the 
contracting  of  any  greater  debt  shall  have  been  pre- 
viously authorised  b;  a  law  of  the  United  States.  In 
case  of  excess,  the  directors  under  whose  administra* 
tion  it  shall  hamien,  ahall  be  liable  for  the  same  in 
their  natural  and  private  eafadtica ;  and  an  action  of 
debt  may  ia  each  case  be  brought  againat  them,  or 
any  of  them,  th«r  or  any  of  their  heirs,  execotora,  or 
administratDrs,  in  any  court  of  Record  of  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  them,  by  any  creditor  or  oreditora 
of  the  said  corporation,  and  may  beproaecnted  to  judg- 
ment and  execution,  any  condition,  covenant,  or 
agreement  to  the  contra ry  ootwitbstaodng.  Bnt  this 
pforiaion  shsll  not  bo  construed  to  exempt  the  said 
corponlion,  or  the  lande.  tenementa,  goods,  or  ehaw 
tela  of  the  same,  item  being  also  liable  for,  and  charge- 
able with,  the  aaid  exceaa. 

Such  of  the  aaid  directors,  who  may  have  been  ab- 
sent when  the  said  excess  was  contracted  or  created, 
or  who  may  have  dissented  from  the  resolution  or  act 
whereby  the  same  was  so  contracted  .or  created,  may 
respectively  exonerate  themselves  Arom  being  so  liable, 
by  forthwith  giving  notice  of  the  fact,  and  Si  their  atn 
■ence  or  dissent,  to  Uie  President  of  the  United  btate^ 
and  to  the  fftocUioldeia,  at  a  general  meetiag,  vriiidi 
they  ahall  luve  power  to  call  for  Aat  puipoaa. 

9.  The  said  corporation  riiall  not,  directly  or  in^ 
rectly,  deal  or  trade  in  any&ing  except  bills  of  ex- 
chuige,  gold  or  sUver  bullion,  or  in  the  aale  of  gooda 
really  and  truly  pledged  for  money  lent  and  not  re- 
deemed in  due  time,  or  goods  which  shall  be  the  pro- 
ceeds of  its  lands.  It  shall  ^ot  be  at  liberty  to  pni^ 
chase  any  public  debt  whatsoever ;  nor  shall  it  take 
more  than  at  the  rale  of  six  per  centum  per  annum 
for  or  upon  its  loans  or  discounts. 

10.  No  loan  shidl  be  made  by  tiie  aaid  coiporatioa 
forUienseoi  on  account  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  to  an  amount  exceeding  five  hundred 
thouaand  dollars,  or  of  any  particular  State  to  an 
amount  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  of  any 
foreign  prince  01  State,  unless  [wevionaly  authorized 
by  a  law  of  the  United  States. 

11.  The  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  as- 
signable ud  tranaferaUe  according  to  aach  ruko  aa 
Aall  be  inatituted  in  that  behalf  by  the  lawa  and 
otdinancea  of  the  some. 

\%.  The  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit,  under  the  seal 
of  tha  aaid  eorpon^on,  which  ahall  be  made  to  any 
pavaen  or  pesaona,  shall  bs  assignable  by  endoraemeiu 
theiaapon,  under  the  hand  or  hands  of  such  person 
or  peraow^  and  hi<i  her,  or  their  ezecutora  or  admin- 
ifltralora,  and  of  hia  or  their  aasignee  or  assignees,  and 
so  as  absolutely  to  transfer  and  vest  the  proper^ 
thereof  in  each  and  every  assignee  or  assignees  sue* 
cesMvely,  and  to  enable  such  esslgnee  or  aaaigneei^ 
and  his,  her,  or  their  executors  or  administratoie,  to 
maintain  an  action  thereupon  in  bis,  her,  or  their  own 
name  or  namea.  And  the  bills  or  notes  wMch  m^ 
be  issued  by  order  of  the  said  corporation,  signed  by 
the  prerident,  and  countersigned  by  the  principal 
cashier  or  treasurer  thereof,  promising  the  payment  of 
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money  to  an;  person  or  persoQB,  bis,  ber,  or  tbeir 
order,  or  to  bearer,  although  not  onder  the  seal  of  the 
■aid  (.-orporation,  shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  upon 
tbe  same,  in  like  manner,  and  with  like  force  and 
efiect,a8  upon  any  piivate  person  or  persona,  if  issued 
by  biiD,  her,  or  tbem,  in  his,  ber,  or  their  prKate  or 
natural  capacity  or  capacitief,  and  shall  be  assignable 
and  negotiable  in  like  manner  as  if  tbey  were  so 
inoed  by  such  private  person  or  persons,  ibat  is  to 
ny:  those  which  ahall  be  payable  to  any  person  or 
persons,  his,  her,  or  their  order,  shall  be  assignable  by 
endorsement,  in  like  manner,  and  with  the  like  effect 
as  foreign  biUa  of  exchange  now  are ;  and  those  which 
■re  payable  to  bearer  sull  be  assignable  and  nego- 
tiable by  delivery  only. 

13.  Half  yearly  dividends  ahall  be  made  of  ao  much 
of  t^e  profits  of  the  bank  aa  aludl  appear  to  the  direc* 
tors  advisable ;  and  ooee  in  every  three  years  the  di- 
recton  Atll  lay  bafbra  the  alockboldeia,  at  a  general 
naeting,  for  their  infonnatioo,  an  exact  and  psrticnlar 
atatemeat  of  the  debta  which  shall  have  remained  un- 
paid, after  the  expiration  of  the  original  credit,  for  a 
period  of  treble  the  term  of  that  credit,  and  of  the  sur- 
plus of  the  profit^  if  any,  after  deducting  losses  and 
dividends.  If  there  shall  be  a  failure  in  the  payment 
of  any  part  of  any  sum  subecribed  to  the  capital  of  the 
•aid  bank,  by  anjr  person,  copartnership,  or  body  pol- 
itic, the  party  failing  shall  lose  the  benefit  of  any  divi. 
duid  which  mky  have  accured  prior  to  the  time  for 
naldog  anch  psymenti  and  during  the  delay  of  the 
■ame. 

14.  The  directors  of  the  said  corporation  shall  eu- 
tabliah  a  competent  office  of  discount  and  deposite  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  whenever  any  law  of  the 
United  States  shall  require  xuch  an  establishment; 
«nd  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directors  of  the  said  cor- 
poration to  eatabliah  offices  wheresoever  they  shall 
think  lit,  within  the  United  Sutea  or  the  Territories 
thereol^  and  to  commit  the  muagement  of  the  said 
officea»  and  (be  business  thereof  respectively,  to  such 
pnsons,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  they  ahatl 
deem  proper,  not  being  contrary  to  law  or  the  consti- 
luiwn  of  the  bank.  Or,  instead  of  establishing  such 
offices,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directors  of  the  said 
corporation,  from  time  to  time  to  employ  any  other 
bank  or  banka,  to  be  first  approved  by  ihe  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  at  any  place  or  places  that  they  may 
deem  safe  and  proper,  to  manage  and  transact  the 
business  proposed,  as  aforeaaid,  to  be  managed  and 
transacted  by  such  offices,  under  such  agreements,  and 
subject  to  such  regulationa  aa  they  shall  deem  juat  and 
proper.  Thirteen  managers  or  directors,  of  every 
office  established  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  annually  ap- 
pointed by  the  directora  of  the  bank,  to  serve  one  year ; 
|hey  shall  choose  a  presideat  from  their  own  number, 
each  of  them  shall  be  a  utiien  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  more  dian  tbree-fi>arths  of  the  wM  managers 
or  directors,  in  office  at  the  time  of  an  annual  ap- 
pointment, shall  be  reappointed  for  the  next  saeceed* 
mg  year;  but  the  president  may  be  always  reap- 
pointed. 

16.  The  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  Slates  sh^  be  furnished,  from 
time  to  time,  as  often  as  he  may  require,  not  exceed- 
ing onco^  week,  with  statements  of  the  amount  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  aaid  corporation,  and  of  the 
debta  due  to  the  same;  of  the  moneys  deposited 
therein ;  of  the  notes  in  cireolation ;  and  of  the  specie 
in  hand ;  and  diaU  bxn  a  right  to  inspect  sneh  gen- 


eral Bcconnts  in  the  books  of  the  bank  as  shall  relate 
to  the  said  statement :  Provided,  That  this  shall  net 
be  construed  to  imply  a  right  of  inspecting  tbeaoconnt 
of  any  private  individaal  or  iadividuala  wtUi  the  bank. 

Bsc.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the 
said  oorpontioD,  or  any  persoo  or  persons,  for,  mr  to 
the  nse  of  the  same,  shall  deal  or  trade  in  boding  or 
adling  goods,  warsk,  merchandise,  or  comibodiiiies, 
whatsoever,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  dl 
and  every  person  and  persons,  by  whom  any  order  ei 
direction  for  so  dealing  or  trading,  shall  havebeea 
given ;  and  all  and  every  peraoo  and  persons  who 
shall  have  been  concerned  aapartiesor  agents  therein 
shall  forfeit  and  lose  ttreblo  the  valoa  of  the  gosd% 
wares,  merchandises,  and  commodities,  in  wludi  vaA 
dealing  and  trade  ahall  have  been,  one-half  thereof  te 
the  oae  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  thenof  to 
tte  use  of  the  United  States,  to  be  recovered  jo  any 
action  of  law,  with  eosts  of  suit. 

Bsc.  lA.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted.  That  if  the 
said  corporation  shall  advance,  or  lend  any  sun  of 
money,  for  the  use,,  or  on  account  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  to  an  amount  ezceedtng  five 
hundred  thousand  dollara ;  or  of  any  particular  State, 
to  an  amount  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars;  or  of 
any  fiHwgn  prinoe  or  State,  (unless  previously  anthor- 
iMd  thereto  by  a  law  of  the  United  States,)  all  and 
every  penon  and  peisons,  by  and  with  whose  order, 
agreement,  consent,  approbation,  and  connivance, 
■neb  nniawAil  advance  or  loan  shall  . have  been  mads, 
upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every 
such  offence,  treble  the  value  or  amount  of  the  sum  or 
sums  which  have  been  so  unlawfully  advanced  or 
lent,  one-fifth  theretlf  to  the  use  of  the  iofoimsr,  and 
the  residue  thereof  to  the  nse  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Bsc.  16.  And  be  it  farther  enaeted.  That  the  Ulls 
or  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  originally  made  pay- 
able, or  which  shall  hsve  become  pay^a,  on  deiund, 
shall  be  raerivaUe  in  all  payments  to  the  Uiuted 
States,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Congress. 

Sic  17.  And  bt  it  further  enacted.  That  daring 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  and  whenever  required 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  said  coip4»«tiMi 
shall  give  the  necessary  ftciliAn  for  transferring  the 
public  funds  from  place  to  place,  and  for  distributing 
the  same  in  payment  of  the  puUie  creditors,  without 
charging  commiasions,  or  claiming  allowance,  wa 
count  m  differanee  of  oxdiange,  and  shall  also  do  end 
perform  the  several  and  respective  duties  of  thn  «om- 
missionen  of  loans  for  tite  several  States,  or  of  any  one 
or  mora  of  them,  at  the  times,  in  the  niannar,  and 
upon  the  terns,  pnscribad  liy  Ihe  Becwtaiy  «f  the 
Treasury. 

Bsc.  18.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
corporation  shall  not,  at  any  time,  suspend,  or  refuse 
to  pay,  the  notes  thereof,  in  gold  or  silvw  coin,  apcu 
demand,  according  to  the  contract  and  promise  of  such 
notes:  Provided  atw(^,neoerthele8»,  That  upon  the 
ropresentstion  of  the  said  corporation,  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  anthoriie  the  suspension  or  refusal 
aforesaid,  for  a  time  to  be  limited  by  law ;  and  that 
during  the  recess  of  Congress  it  shall  be  lawful  fbrthe 
President  of  the  United  States,  upon  a  like  npraeenta* 
tion,  to  authorize  auch  suspension  far  a  term  whidi 
shall  not  exceed  six  weeks  after  the  opening  of  the 
next  enaning  session  of  Congress. 

Sac.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  conoid- 
eration  of  the  exelosive  privileges  and  benefits  con- 
frrred  by  Ais  act,  upon  the  said  bank,  the  PMidant 
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"Directotf,  aod  Company  tbrnof,  ^all  pay  to  the  Uni- 
Stataa,  oBt  of  the  corporate  ftinda  thereof,  the  aom 
of  OM  DuUioa  aod  fin  hnndred  tbonaand  dollan,  in 
three  eqaal  pajmenta^  that  ia  to  aay :  fin  baodred 
tbooMiid  dollara  at  the  «x|riratioti  of  two  yeara,  five 
handred  thonsaad  dolhra  at  the  axptratioB  of  thm 
yemrs,  and  fire  bUDdred  thoanad  dollara  at  the  eipl- 
rmtion  of  fonr  yeara,  after  the  said  bank  shall  be  or- 
ganixcd  mi  eommenee  ka  operatiooa,  in  the  maoBer 
btfrelBbefbre  provided. 

Bmc.  30.  And  he  it  /urtker  enaeted.  That  no  other 
Imnk  ahall  be  eatablidied  may  fbtare  law  of  the 
United  States  darias  the  oontiBnaaoe  of  the  eotpora- 
tioii  beraby  created,  for  which  the  faith  of  the  United 
State*  »  hereby  pledged:  Provided,  CoDgrese  ma; 
ranew  existng  ehartera  for  banks  in  the  District 
Columbia,  not  increaraig  the  oapital  theveof ;  and  may 
Krant  efaaitets,  if  Ihrf  deem  itaxpedient,  to  any  bank* 
ing  aaaodatlona  now  in  operation  in  the  said  Dittrict, 
and  lemw  the  same,  not  uareacing  the  capital  there- 
of^ And,  notwitbstandiBK  the  a zpkrtion  ef  the  tern 
for  ivlifteh  llie  aaid  empontion  ia  created,  h  shall  be 
lewfiil  to  Bee  the  eoiponte  name,  style,  and  capacity, 
fi>r  the  perpoee  of  suita,  for  the  final  aettlemant  and 
Sqmdmaoa  of  Aa  afiUrs  and  aecoaote  of  the  corpora* 
tion,  rad  Sm-  the  aale  and  Aapoakion  of  th«r  eatate, 
real,  pemmal,  and  mixed  ;  bat  not  linr  any  other  pnr- 
pose^  (HT  in  any  other  manner  whataoeTcr,  nor  for  a 
period  flxeeediog  two  yeara  after  the  expiration  of  the 
a^  term  ef  ineorporatioa. 

AecompaDyiDff  the  bill  was  the  followio?  let- 
ter, and  piao  of  a  National  Bank,  from  the  Secre- 
tary or  the  Treaiiury: 

Tbkasvbt  DsrABTxxirT,  Dee.  S4, 1815. 
Six  !  1  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
^  year  leUar,  dated  the  S8d  iaatant,  infermlng  me 
*t«t  the  cemmittee  on  ao  mach  of  the  Presideo^a 
Meesag^  as  relates  to  the  ntUonal  currency  had  deter* 
mined  that  a  Nttiooal  Bank  ia  the  moat  certain  meaoa 
ef  reatoriag  to  the  nation  a  specie  cirenlation,"  and 
had  directed  jon  to  obtain  the  oj^lon  of  this  Depart* 
■lent  on  the  Mlowing  pointo: 

let.  The  amount  and  compositioB  of  the  capital  of 
OMbank. 

Sd.  The  gevemment  of  the  bank. 

3d.  TIm  privitegea  and  duties  of  the  bank. 

4th.  The  offamiation  and  operatioD  ef  the  bank. 

OA.  Theboniu  to  be  required  for  die  duitetof  the 
bank. 

OtB.  The  measnrea  which  may  aid  the  bihk  in  com* 
meodng  and  maiotainiDg  its  operations  in  specie. 

It  afibrds  nnich  latisftction  to  find  that  the  policy  of 
eatablisbing  a  Natioaal  Bank  has  receired  the  sanction 
of  the  committee,  and  the  decision,  in  this  respect, 
renders  it  onnoeeHaiy  to  enter  into  a  comparative  ex- 
amination of  the  saperior  edvaotages  of  aneh  an  insti- 
tution hr  the  attunment  of  the  otijeetB  contemplated 
by  the  LeffMatnre.  ReflBiting,  tfmefne,  to  the  out- 
fine  of  a  National  Bank,  wUeh  b  snbjoined  to  this 
letter,  as  the  leanlt  of  an  attentive  connderation  be- 
stowed opoD  the  sabjecta  of  yoar  inqoiry,  I  proceed, 
widi  defcreoee  and  respect,  to  t^r  aome  explanation 
of  the  prindplea  upon  which  the  system  is  fbanded. 

I.  It  ia  proposed  that,  under  a  charter  for  twenty 
years,  the  capital  of  the  National  Bank  ahaU  amoont 
to  93fi.O<Hf,000  i  that  Oongreaa  shall  letafai  the  power 
teraiae  it  to  960,000,000,  and  that  it  shall  eondst 
tfme-qaaftna  of  paUie  sleefc,  and  one^tiarter  of  gold 
aadittTar.  - 


1st.  With  TtMpeet  to  the  amount  of  the  capitaL — 
The  servteea  to  be  performed  by  Ute  capital  of  the 
bank  are  important,  varioas,  and  extenaive.  TlMry 
will  be  Tsqttiisd  throngh  a  period  almost  as  long  as  is 
naaally  asaigned  to  a  generation.  Tbey  will  be  r^ 
qoired  for  £e  accommodation  of  die  Government,  in 
the  collection  and  distribution  of  its  revenue,  as  wdl 
as  for  the  uses  of  commerce,  agricnftare,  manofiictmres, 
and  the  arts,  throogboat  the  Union.  Tbey  will  be 
required  to  restore  and  maintain  the  national  caneo^ ; 
and,  in  short,  they  will  be  required,  noder  every 
diange  of  efaeoowtancea,  ia  a  season  ctf  war,  as  wall  as 
in  the  BBasnn  of  peaee,  for  tiie  eirenhtion  of  the  na- 
tional wealth,  wbldi  aufments  wi&  a  lapidt^  beyond 
the  reach  of  or^aiy  oilenlalton. 

Id  the  performance  of  theae  natiooal  serriees  die 
local  and  inddental  co-operation  of  Uie  Stete  banks 
may  undoubtedly  be  expected ;  but  it  is  the  object  of 
the  present  measure  to  create  an  independent,  noagh 
not  a  discordant,  institution ;  and  while  the  Govern- 
ment ia  granting  a  monopoly  for  tvrenty  years,  it 
would  seem  to  be  improvident  and  dangerous  to  rely 
npm  gratnitoos  or  casual  aide  for  the  enjoyment  M 
those  ben^ta,  whidi  can  be  effeetoally  seeored  by 
positiTe  stipnlalioB. 

Nor  b  It  believed  that  any  public  inconvenience  can 
poasiUy  arise  from  the  proposed  amount  of  the  capital 
ot  the  bank  with  its  aagmentable  quali^.  The 
amount  may,  indeed,  be  a  clog  upon  the  profits  of  the 
institiHion,  bat  it  can  never  be  employed  for  any  injn* 
rions  purpose,  (not  even  for  the  purpose  of  discount 
accommooatioa  beyond  the  &ir  demand,)  without  an 
^nse  of  trust,  which  cannot,  in  candor,  be  antid^ted, 
or  which,  if  anticipated,  mi^  be  made  an  otgect  itf 
penal  respcmsibility. 

The  competition  whidt  exisU  at  present  among  the 
Bute  lianks  will,  it  b  true,  be  MEtended  to  the  National 
Bank ;  but  competition  does  not  imply  hostility.  The 
commercial  interests  and  the  personal  assodations  of 
the  stockholders  will  generally  be  the  same  in  the 
State  banks  and  ia  the  National  Bank.  The  directors 
of  both  institations  will  natarally  be  taken  from  the 
same  class  of  citizens.  And  experience  has  shown 
not  only  the  policy,  but  the  existence  of  those  sympa- 
thies by  which  the  Intereonfte  of  a  National  Bank 
and  the  State  banks  has  been,  and  always  ought  to  be, 
regnlated,  fw  thdr  common  credit  and  aecority.  At 
t)»  present  crisb  it  mil  be  pecaliar|T  ineombent  upon 
the  National  Bank,  as  well  aa  the  Treasury,  to  eoodl* 
iate  the  Bute  banks;  to  confide  to  them,  liberally,  a 
partidpation  in  the  deposites  of  public  revauae,  and 
to  encourage  them  ia  ever^  reaaeoable  effort  to  reanme 
the  paymentoftheirnoteam  coin.  But,  independent  ef 
these  considerations,  it  b  to  be  leadleeted  that  when 
portiena  of  the  capital  of  the  National  Bank  riudl  be 
transfoned  to  its  branches,  the  amoont  invested  in 
eadi  branch  vrill  not,  probably,  exceed  dw  amount  of 
the  capital  of  any  of  the  prindpal  State  banks,  and 
will  certainly  be  lees  than  the  amount  of  the  combined 
caiHtal  of  the  StiUe  banks,  operating  in  any  of  the 
prindpal  commerdat  cities.  Ttie  whole  number  of 
tiie  banking  esUUishments  in  the  United  SUtes  may 
be  sUted  at  two  hundred  and  sixty,  and  the  anrregate 
amoont  of  their  capitals,  may  be  estimated  at  eig b^ 
millions  of  doQars;  bnt  the  eervioesef  the  National 
Bank  are  also  leqoired  in  every  Sute  and  Tenitoiy, 
and  the  capital  propoaed  b  thirty-five  miUioaa,  of 
which  only  one-fowth  part  will  eoariai  of  |ald  and 
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Batik  of  the  United  auum, 


Sd.  Wth  n^eet  to  fheamutMitionof  the  capital  of 
Ae  ioMb— Then  doea  not  prentU  mndi  dtmsity  pt 
tpinion  apm  die  propoation  to  faxm  •  coBpouod 
Mpital  fcr  th«  Natiotaal  Buk,  putty  paUic  atook. 
and  partly  of  «dui.   The  proportisoB  now  saggeaied 

3)pcar  daa  to  be  free  from  any  important  objeetiena. 
nder  all  the  reguIatioBa  of  tbe  ebartar,  it 'm  beliaved 
that  the  amount  of  gold  and  ailver  reqnirad  will  aflbrd 
an  adrqoate  st^ply  for  commefteikg  and  contiouiBg 
tin  payments  of  the  bank  in  current  coin ;  while  ttM 
fowK  wUeh  the  bank  wiU  poaMia  to  c(»iTett  lis  stock 
pntin  af  eapUal  into  balMB  or  omi*  fittm  tia*  to 
ttanoj  is  ealnlMecl  to  pmiA»  tx  sdjt  pnbaUe  tsit- 
SMBMioD  of  the  demand.  Tkia  objaet  hriof  anfi- 
denUy  Mcored,  the  capital  of  the  baui  ia  n«zt  to  be 
«Bq>k>y«dt  in  peiieet  canairtenc^  with  the  general  in- 
laraatfe  and  lafety  of  the  inatitution,  to  raise  the  ▼alue 
«r  the  public  aeenrities,  by  withdrawing  almost  one- 
flfth  of  ibe  amount  from  the  ordijaaiy  Block  market. 
Ifor  will  the  bank  be  allowed  to  expose  the  public  to 
the  daanr  of  a  depweiatkia,  by  retnniinc  any  part  of 
tiw  atott  to  the  muket,  untU  it  baa  bara  ofiwed,  at 
tk»  cumnt  price,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fond;  and  it  ia  not  an  inconsiderable  advantage,  in 
the  growing  state  of  the  public  revenue,  that  the  stock 
subscribed  to  the  capital  of  the  bank  will  become  re- 
deemable at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government. 

The  sobscripUon  to  the  capital  of  the  bank  is 
•faqed  to  every  ^teoies  of  funded  stock.  The  esti- 
mate that  the  revenues  of  1816  and  1817  will  enable 
the  Treasury  to  discharge  the  whole  of  the  Treasury 
iwto  dab^  famishes  Uw  only  raaaon  tor  omitting  to 
■uihoiiH  a  subscription  in  that  speeieB  of  debt.  Tbn^ 
The  old  and  new  hx  per  cent,  stocks  are  receivable 
at  jnr. 

The  seven  per  cent,  stock,  apon  a  valuaUon  re&i^ 
ring  to  the  30th  of  September^  1B16,  ia  r^ceivaUo  at 
10^61  dollars  per  cent. 

The  three  per  cent,  stock,  which  can  only  be  re- 
deemed for  its  nominal  or  certificate  Talue*  may  be 
astimsted,  under  all  drcnmatancos,  to  be  worth  about 
rixty-two  per  cenL  whan  the  six  per  cent  stock  is  at 
par;  but  as  it  is  desiraUa  to  accomplish  the  redemp- 
tion of  this  stock  upon  eqiUtable  terms,  it  is  made  re- 
ceivable at  sixty-five  per  cent.,  the  rate  sanctioned  bj 
the  Government,  and  in  part  accepted  1^  the  stock- 
boldezs  in  the  year  1807. 

Of  the  instabnenu  for  piling  the  subscriptions,  it 
h  only  neeeasaiy  to  observe  that  they  «e  related  1^ 
a  dsaure  to  reconoUe  an  early  eemmeQceoient  of  the 
wndiona  of  the  bank  with  the  existing  difficultiea  in 
■Ibe  «irre«7,  and  with  the  eanTonisnca  of  the  subscri- 
han.  In  09W  ot  the  modes  imposed  for  dischairinf 
■tte  sabsoriptint  of  ths  Govenwieiil*  it  is  particubr^ 
«Mtosiplated  to  aid  the  bank  with  a  me£am  which 
«MUet  m  to  alleviato  the  flrat  prassare  for  payments 
IB  coin. 

U.  It  ■  pn^ed  that  the  National  Bank  ihall  be 
gtfVMmed  ^  twenty«five  dtiecttns,  and  each  of  its 
branches  by  tfiirtoen  dtreetors;  that  die  President  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Sencte,  shall  appoint  five  of  the  directors  of  the  bank, 
ooa  of  whom  AM  be  chosen  as  president  of  the  bank 
ij  the  tward  of  direeton ;  that  the  resident  stoeUudd- 
M  Adl  elect  twon^  of  die  dinetora  of  the  Nattonal 
Bank,  who  shaft  be  rarident  dtiienf  of  the  United 
^H^lltuid  that  the  Naltonal  Bank  shall  appoint  the 
doMtna  (rf'sadi  hmihf  (Mag  rerident  oitiuns  of  the 
United  Btotea,)  one  of  whom  ahtU  be  deaignatnl  by 
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the  Seeretanr  ot  the  Treamur,  with  As  appiobatiM 
of  the  PrcMMnt  of  the  United  SUtc^  to  be  president 
of  the  branch  bank. 

The  participation  of  the  President  and  Senate  of 
the  United  States  in  the  ^ipointment  of  direotoiSi  ap- 
peals to  be  the  only  featuxe  in  the  propositioa  for  the 
Oovernment  of  the  National  Bank  which  requires  an 
ezplaDStory  remark.  i 

UpcHi  general  prinei|^,  wherever  a  peeoniaiy  in- 
terest is  to  be  effected  by  the  upentions  of  a  poUtc 
inatitution,  a  retoMentotive  anlliBiitjr  ought  to  be  te- 
eognfaed.  The  United  StetoawiU  be  the  iKwciatas 
of  ose^UUi  of  the  cupM  of  tbe  bank,  and  in  Aat 
proportion,  ^on  genm  princes,  they  ehmdd  he 
r^reaented  in  the  dvaiAiim.  Bat  oa  ^retuBMM 
has  sometimes  been  expressed  kst  the  power  of  ths 
Gbrerament  thos  inserted  into  the  ndmiwstrattion  tS 
the  affiura  of  the  bank  should  be  employed  eveatnidly 
to  slnnate  tiie  ftind^  and  to  destroy  the  credit  of  the 
institation.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  &to  of  banks 
in  other  countries,  snbjeet  to  tormfe  of  Government 
essentially  ^fierent,  there  can  be  no  lessonaUe  cause 
for  apprehension  here.  Ind^mdent  of  the  oMoM 
iraprdiability  of  the  attompt,  the  OovarmMnt  of  the  < 
United  States  cannot,  by  cuiy  laxative  m  ezooutiva 
act,  impair  the  rights^  or  multiply  the  obtigatiena  of  a 
Gocportiton  eonstkuttonally  eataUishedi  as  long  as  tbe 
independence  and  kitogrity  of  theyudtdal  power  atutll 
be  maintained.  Whatever  acoommedatien  tiw  Treas- 
ury may  have  occasion  to  ask  from  tiie  bank,  can  onl^ 
be  asked  under  the  license  of  a  law ;  and  whatever 
accmunodation  shall  be  obtained  most  be  obtained 
from  the  volnntary  assent  of  the  Electors,  acting  un* 
der  the  responsUnlity  of  tKeir  tnut 

Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  department  of  the  ' 
Oovernment,  which  is  invested  with  the  power  of  vp- 
pointment  to  all  the  important  ofiices  of  the  State,  is 
a  proper  department  to  exercise  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment in  relation  to  a  national  trust  of  incalculable 
magnitude.  The  National  Bank  ought  not  to  be  re- 
garded simply  as  a  commercial  bank.  It  will  not  ope- 
rate upon  the  funds  of  tiie  stocUuddars  alone»  but 
much  more  upon  the  Ainds  of  the  nation.  Its  oondoc^ 
good  or  bad,  will  not  aflbct  the  corporate  credit  and  re- 
Bonrces  alone,  but  much  more  the  credit  and  resources 
of  the  Government.  In  fine,  it  is  not  an  inatitution 
created  for  the  purposes  of  commerce  and  profit  alone, 
bat  much  more  for  the  purposes  of  national  policy,  as 
an  auxiliary  in  the  exercise  of  some  of  the  h^heet 
powers  of  ||ie  Government.  Under  such  circumstances 
the  public  interests  cannot  be  too  cautiously  guarded, 
and  the  guards  propMed  van  never  be  injurious  to  the 
commercial  interesto  of  the  institution.  The  right  to 
Uispect  the  general  accounts  of  tiie  bank  may  be  em* 
ployed  to  detect  the  evils  of  a  mal-administration ;  bat 
m  interior  agen^  in  the  direction  of  its  albfia  v31 
best  serve  to  prevent  them. 

HL  It  u  propesed  that,  in  addttion  to  the  usual 

Erivilegea  of  a  eo^mtion,  tiw  notes  of  the  N^anal 
lank  shall  be  recmved  in.  all  pi^rnwnts  to  the  United 
Stotes,  unless  Congress  shall  hereafter  otherwise  pie- 
vide  by  law ;  and  that,  in  addition  to  the  duties  usually 
required  froto  a  corporation  of  tiiis  description,  dw 
National  BadE  shall  be  nnployed  to  receive,  transfa, 
and  dietributo,  the  public  fevenoe,  radet  the  dinfr- 
tiens  of  the  proper  d^^partmenb 

The  Teeervation  of  a  legidative  power  on  the  ao^ 
jeet  ef  aooepting  the  notes  of  the  National  Bank  in 
payiBoiiti  to  the  Oovenu&ent,  is  the  only  new  at^Mlft* 
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tin  itt  tta  pnMnt  pmqxMitiim.  It  ii  deilgiied  not  |  not  bs  ftei«d.  It  b  tnie  tbct  the  iniiiiMes  of  Hm 
iMidrM  one  of  die  secoritietfor  the  (MiNal  condact  State  boika  ii  eitetMfrely  dURued  ;  bat  the  Stale 


of  the  bank,  tat  u  the  meani  of  preeerviog  entire  the 
Ktrereign  authority  of  Congress  relative  to  the  coin 
and  emren^  <^tbe  United  States.  Recent  occurrences 
inculcate  the  expedient^  Of  Bueh  a  reaervation,  but  it 
may  be  confidefiUy  hoped  that  tt  occiien  to  enferce 
it  wiB  never  arise. 

It  ii  net  fvspaead  to  atipalai*  that  the  bank  ahaH  n 
any  eaae  be  MUd  !•  make  loane  to  die  Gorernment ; 
bat,  in  ttat  respect,  wlieaever  a  lean  k  aotiioriKed  by 
law,  the  OoTsmment  will  act  apon  the  onJinary  foot- 
ing of  an  appKeant  for  pectraiarf  aoeomnedadoo. 

TV.  It isjfaoposeddiatthe organization  ofthe  National 
Bank  shall  be  efieeted  with  as  Httle  delay  as  possible ; 
and  that  its  operations  shall  commence  and  oontioue 
won  the  baak  of  payments  in  the  current  coin  of  the 
tfirited  States,  irith  a  qualified  power  noder  the  aa- 
tfiority  of  the  Govemment  to  suapend  inch  payments. 

Tie  fnpmtim-n  now  sobmlttea  aecealaniy  imfdiea 
an  opinion  Aat  it  ie  practicable  to  oominence  the  ope- 
ratioos  of  the  National  Bank  upon  a  circulation  of 
gold  and  silm  emn ;  and,  in  support  of  the  opinion,  a 
Snr  ranaika  are  xeapeetfuUy  ofierad  to  the  conaidera* 
tim  of  dw  eominittee : 

I.  The  actual  receipts  of  the  bank,  at  the  opening 
of  the  snbacription,  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  |S^400^ 
000;  of  which  the  sum  of  $1,400,000  wUl  consist  of 
fold  and  ailTer,  and  the  sum  of  $7,000,000  will  conaut 
oTpabUc  stock  conTertible  by  sale  into  gold  and  silver. 
Bst  the  actual  receipts  of  the  bank,  at  the  expiratioa 
of  lix  montha  from  the  opening  of  the  st^w^ptioB, 
*iU  amount  to  the  sum  of  $16,80(^000;  of  whteh  the 
■n  of  $3,800,000  will  be  in  gold  and  ailTar,  and  the 
«m  of  $14,000,000  will  be  in  public  etodi  convertible 
bj  sale  ioto  gold  and  sUtr-.  To  the  food  thus  pos- 
MMcd  by  the  bank,  the  accumulations  of  the  public 
tncnue  and  the  depositas  of  individuals  being  added, 
dm  can  be  little  doubt,  from  past  experience  and  ob- 
senrsiion  in  relerence  to  similar  estatliBhmenta,  that  a 
■ofieient  foundation  ^ill  exist  for  a  gradual  and  judi- 
dias  isaae  of  bank  notea  payable  on  demand  ia  the 
canant  cmn ;  nnleat,  contraiy  to  all  probabili^,  pub- 
Be  eaaUeace  should  be  withheld  from  the  institution, 
or  nidatei  anBbinationa  should  be  fonned  to  defeat  its 
opeiatiDBa,  or  the  demands  of  an  uu&vorable  balance 
w  trade  thoold  presa  upon  its  metallic  resources. 

S>  The  public  confidence  canoot  be  withheld  from 
the  ioedtution.  The  resources  of  the  nation  will  be 
intiaMitefy  oomiected  with  the  resources  of  the  bank. 
The  nbtaa  <rf  the  bank  ace  accredited  in  every  pay-, 
mrat  to  the  Government,  and  mnst  become  fomiliar 
in  vmj  peeutdaiy  negotiation.  Unless,  therefore,  a 
state  of  things  e»st  in  which  gold  and  silver  only  can 
eomnand  the  poblic  confidence,  the  National  Bank 
BnM  oomttand  it  But  the  ex|7esno«  of  the  pablle 
sentiment  does  not,  even  at  this  period,  leave  the  ques- 
tion ezpeoed  to  difBcal^  and  doubt ;  it  is  well  known 
thai  the  wealth  of  opulent  and  commercial  nationa  re- 
quna  for  its  circulation  eomelhing  more  than  a  1M> 
Ann  coomeed  of  the  preefiooa  metals.  The  inoam- 
peten^  itf  the  exieting  papw  subotitntea  to  fimMi  a 
national  eurencyia  also  well  known.  Hence,  thnmgk- 
out  the  United  States,  the  public  hope  aeeme  to  reM, 
at  this  crisis,  upon  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank ;  and  every  ciUiea,  upon  private  er  upon  patriotic 
Kotives,  will  be  prepared  to  support  the  tnslitotion. 

t.  IHnialar  combinationa  to  defcat  the  qMrationa  oi 
•  Kattoflal  Bank,  ffigM  nat  to  h*  pnMUw4  awl  Mad 


bmks,  and  the  patron*  of  die  State  banks,  part^e  of 
the  existing  evils ;  they  most  be  consdoua  of  the  Itt- 
adequacy  of  State  inadtutiens  to  restore  end  maintain 
the  natienal  currency ;  they  will  perceive  diat  there 
is  suflkieBt  space  in  the  eiKamerfliat  sphere  for  the 
movement  of  the  Slate  banks  and  the  National  Bade; 
and,  upon  the  whole,  they  will  be  ready  to  set  upon 
the  fanpnbe  <tf  a  common  dnty,  and  a  emniaoit  fai> 
terest.  If,  however,  meat  aaoxpeotedlr,  a  dUbiWH 
ceviae  shonld  be  panned,  Ae  eoactmuiig  powenr«f 
the  National  Treasury  and  the  Nationel  Bank  win  he 
saAcieat  to  avert  the  daager. 

4.  The  demand  of  an  unftvomMe  brianoe  of  tnrf* 
appears  to  be  much  overnted.  It  is  not  praetioaMe,  at 
Ifato  thne,  to  ascertaia  either  the  value  of  the  goods  ha- 
ported  since  the  peace,  or  the  value  of  the  property  eto> 
phqred  to  pay  for  lham.  But  when  it  H  eonndered 
Aat  a  great  proportiMi  of  the  importattans  aroae  fram 
inveatraenta  of  American  flmda  pierievsty  in  Earopo] 
that  a  great  jrapoifiim  of  the  price  hm  baoa  paid  bf 
Anmrican  exportt ;  that  a  grMt  proportion  lw»  beM 
paid  by  remittaDoes  in  Amerieaa  stodto;  anddmta 
great  propwtion  remains  spen  credit  to  ba  paid  Hy 
gradoal  remittaaDes  of  goods,  a*  well  aa  in  coin ;  k 
cannot  bo  joetiy  coueludad,  that  the  bahmee  of  trade 
baa  Utherto  matariatty  afflnted  die  aattoaal  stock  ef 
the  jHrecious  metah.  Ho  far  as  ui  opportunity  baa  oo- 
ean«d  for  ohaemtion,  the  demand  for  gold  and  sUver 
to  expavt  appatn  radiar  to  have  arisen  from  the  expec 
tMon  of  ebtaoning  a  higher  price  in  •  part  of  Eanm 
•ad  fr«B  the  revival  of  oommeree  with  die  coontrfM 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  than  fp&m  any  necea* 
sity  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  tbe  recent  impmta- 
tioQi  of  goods  into  die  United  States.  The  former  of 
dieee  eanses  will  probably  aoen  cease  to  operate,  xaA 
the  operation  of  the  latter  may,  if  neeassufy,  be 
straiMd  by  law. 

The  prepealtton  n«w  andw  oonaidantton  flHtbar 
provMea  for  a  aaqteaiiaa  ef  the  bankpaymuitola  aahi 
upon  any  ftitnre  emergen^.  Thk  is  menly  a  aMMtl 
of  preoautioQ ;  bttt,  if  the  emargeney  eheold  arlfi^  H 
muat  be  agreed  en  aH  hands  that  the  power  of  aaapi»J 
ahm  ought  rather  to  be  obnfided  to  the  QofanuMMK 
than  to  the  directors  of  the  institution. 

v.  It  is  proposed  diat  a  bonus  be  pitid  to  the  Oov- 
emment  by  the  subscribers  to  die  National  Bank,  in 
consideration  of  the,  emoluments  to  be  derived  from  an 
exclusive  charter,  daring  a  period  of  twenty  yean. 

Independent  of  the  bonus  here  proposed  to  be  ex- 
acted, there  are  undoubtedly  many  puUic  advantages 
to  be  drawn  from  the  establUhment  of  the  National 
Bank  ;  but  these  are  generally  of  an  incidental  Iund,and 
(as  in  the  case  of  the  depositea  and  distribution  of  the 
revenue)  may  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  equivalents, 
not  for  the  monopoly  of  die  charter,  but  for  the  re- 
ciprocal advanuges  ol  a  fiscal  connazionvrldi  die  pob 
lie  Treaaury.  • 

The  amount  of  tha  bonus  should  be  in  proportion  to 
the  value  of  the  charter  grant;  or,  in  other  vrords,  to 
the  Set  profits  which  the  subscribers  will  [wobab^ 
make,  in  consequence  of  their  incorporation.  The 
average  rate  of  the  dividends  of  the  State  banks,  before 
the  suspension  of  payments  in  coin,  was  about  eight 
per  cent,  per  annnm.  It  appears  by  a  report  from  tbis 
department  to  the  House  of  Repreeentotives,  dated  the 
3d  of  April,  1810.  diat  the  annnal  dividwdaof  the 
lato  BaidE  of  tke  United  Stotei,  mnfed,  ifeMi^Mt 
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tb«  dantioD  (rf'ita  diutOT.  die  rata  of  8  Ift^  per  cent. 
Bat  DDdar  »1I  the  eircaaiBtaneet  which  will  attand  the 
eatabluhnent  end  opentjons  of  the  propOfed  Ntliontl 
Benk,  iu  enlarged  cepitel,  and  the  extended  field  of 
competition,  it  is  not  deemed  reaaonable,  for  the  pree* 
«nt  porpAeot  to  rale  the  annoal  dividends  of  the  insti- 
toUra  higher  thui  sevsn  per  ctnU  «pon  its  enpital  of 
•35.000^00. 

Allowing,  tbeiefbnt  two,  tfarce,  and  four  years  for 
tke  payowot  of  the  bonw,  a  san  of  $1,500,000  would 
amoant  to  about  four  per  cent,  upon  the  capilal  of  the 
hank,  and  wAoId  oonstitate  ■  joit  equtnleDt  fiw  the 
benefits  of  its  charter. 

VL  It  is  proposed  that  the  measares,  saggested  by 
t^  foUowiog  eonadentiont,  be  ad<^ted  to  aid  the  Na- 
tional Bank  in  commeaeing  and  maintaining  it*  ep- 
entioiu  npon  the  bans  of  paynienta  in  the  earrent 
eaio. 

1.  To  iMtore  the  natioMl  cnmney  of  gold  and  sit- 
im  it  is  eaamlial  that  thn  qaanti^  of  bank  paper  in 
eamdotioB  ibonld  be  fednced;  b«t  Ail  eflnt  alone 
«iH  ha  niflutent  to  oAot  Ae  ol^aet  By  redneing  the 
■BooBt  of  bank  paper  iUtaloo  nnstbe  proportion^ly 
HMreosed ;  and  as  ooon  as  the  amoant  abaU  be  eon- 
tnelad  to  the  limits  of  a  jnst  proportion  in  the  area* 
bting  median  of  the  country,  the  otmatqoent  rerival 
of  the  BSCS  for  coin,  in  the  bosineaa  of  exdiange,  will 
imnn  its  raai^iearance  in  abandanoe.  The  poti<7, 
Ika  iBtanat,  and  tbo  Imoot  of  the  State  basks  will 
atiaslata  them  to  imdarldce  and  prosoeate  this  sain- 
Uxj  work.  Bat  it  will  be  proper  to  apprtte  them  Uiat, 
•Am  a  apoeiAed  day,  the  notea  of  such  banks  as  have 
net  resamed  their  paymento  in  the  earrent  eoin  will 
not  be  rooeiTod  in  paymentt,  oither  to  the  Gevorament 
or  the  Natiooal  Bank. 

3.  The  NBomption  of  p^rments  in  current  coin  at 
the  SlMia  banks  will  rooMVa  etery  obstacle  to  the  oom- 
Monoemait  ofaimUar  pqrmenu  at  the  National  Bank. 
The  difficult  of  oommeocing  payments  in  eoln  is  aot, 
howofer,  to  be  considered  as  eqoal  to  the  diffiealty  of 
roanmim  them.  The  National  Bank,  five  from  all  en- 
gagemeou,  will  be  thlt  to  r^nlate  its  inaes  of  p^ier 
with  a  view  to  the  danger,  as  well  as  to  the  demand 
that  may  be  foand  to  exist.  Bat  in  addition  to  thB 
privileges  granted  by  ttte  chsiter,  it  wUl  also  be  proper 
to  apprize  the  State  banks,  that,  after  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  tbo  operations  of  the  r^ational  Bank,  the  notea 
of  sodi  banks  as  do  not  agree  to  receive,  reissue,  and 
drcniate  the  notes  of  that  inititation,  shall  not  be  ro- 
eeived  in  raymenls  either  to  the  Government  or  to  tbo 
National  Bank. 

3.  The  possibili^  that  the  national  currency  of  coin 
may  not  be  perfectly  restored  at  the  time  of  organixing 
the  bank,  has  induced  the  proposition  that  the  pay- 
mMit  of  the  Government  subscription  to  the  capiul 
diall  bo  made  in  Tressary  notes,  which  will  be  receiv- 
able in  ell  payments  to  the.  Government,  and  to  the 
National  Bank,  but  which  will  not  be  demandable  in 
coin.  Th«  principle  of  this  propoution  might,  per- 
haps, be  osefally  extended  to  autborixe  the  National 
Bukk  to  issue  notes  of  a  similar  character,  for  a  limited 
period ;  and  it  will  be  proper  fortber  to  apprias  the 
Btata  banks  that  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  do  not 
agree  to  receive,  reiasne,  and  circolata  these  Treasury 
notes,  or  National  Bank  ootes,shdl  not  be  received  in 

fi|yments,  either  to  the  Government  or  to  the  National 
ank. 

I  haee  the  honor,  wj  leneetfiiliy,  sir,  to  be  you 
— <trt>di-taamt,  A.  J.  DALLAS. 


iANOAII,  1B16. 

OuOimefaplanfor  tJuNatimialBaiik, 
I.  The  charter  of  the  bank. 

1.  To  continue  twenty-K>ne  years. 

2.  To  be  exclusive. 

U.  Theeapitaiofthebank. 

1.  To  be  «3M00,0OO— ot  pneent.  , 

S.  To  be  angmenuble  by  Oongreas  to  960^000^000^ 
and  the  ndditioBal  sum  to  bo  tfalribvlod  aneng  the 
several  States. 

8.  To  be  divided  into  850,000  shares  of  9100  sach, 
on  the  capital  o(  980,000^000,  and  to  be  snhswibad 
By  the  United  Stales,  ono*fifkh  or  70,000 

shares  «7/XHIy000 

By  corporations  snd  individaal%  fou- 

fifths,  or  380,000  Shane   -  •  SMOO^MO 


•SS^OOO^ 


4.  To  be  impounded  of  public  debt  and  of  gold  and 
silver;  as  to  the  subscriptions  of  ewporations  and  in- 
dividuals, in  the  proportions — 
Offimded  debt,  thre»«rarth%  equal  to  •  931.00(^000 
Of  g^  and  sUvw,  one-fonrtik,  equal  to  •  7,000,000 


938.000,000 


The  sobsamtiona  of  six  par  eankstoA  to  be  »t  par. 
The  subser^tions  of  thnw  per  ceaL  ato^  to  be  at 

OOjper  cent. 

The  subscriptions  of  eevm  per  eant.  wtoA.  to  be  at 
106  61-100  per  cent. 

6.  The  subscriptions  in  public  debt  may  be  dis- 
charged at  pleasnre  by  the  Govomment  at  ^  rata  at 
whiehitfaaubscrtted. 

8.  The  aobserijiliona  of  eorpontions  or  indtviduals 
to  be  p»able  hy  instalments — 

(1.)  npede,  at  sobscribisib 
On  each  share.  95      -      •      -      -  91.^.000 
At  KX  months,  95      -      -      •      -  1,400,000 
At  twelve  months.  90  •      -     >  •  l,40e;000 
Atelghtoeninontti8,9l0    -  9fi09fi00 


7.000,000 
<S.)  PubBc  debt,  at  MibMaibhv, 

Each  shaio,  93S   7,000,000 

At  ux  montlu,  930  ....  7,0001,000 
At  twelve  months,  7,000,000 


938,000,000 


7.  The  subscription  of  the  United  States  to  be  paid 
in  instalmanto  not  extendtog  beyond  a  period  of  sevsn 
years ;  the  first  ioatalmenu  to  be  paid  at  tho  time  of 
subserUung,  and  the  payments  to  be  mads  at  tho  pla^ 
suo  of  the  Government,  either 

In  gold  and  silver,  or. 

In  six  per  cant,  ateck,  redeomable  at  the  pteamo  of 
tbo  Govornwnt,  oc, 

la  Traasniy  note*  net  fludritlo  nor  bearing  uiteres^ 
nor  paydile  at  a  particolar  time,  but  recaivable  in  all 
paymenta  to  the  Government,  and  also  in  mil  pay- 
ments to  the  bank,  with  a  right,  on  the  part  of  the 
bank,  to  reissue  the  Treaanry  notes  so  paid,  from  time 
to  tinw,  until  they  are  disebarged  by  peymente  to  t£e 
Government. 

8.  Tho  bank  shall  beat  liber^ to  aell  tho  stock  por- 
tioaef  ita  c^tal  toon  amutt  not  osModinc — 
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in  to;  doe  ymt ;  but,  if  At  nI*  an  intentM  to  be 
•floetad  te  the  United  Stetee.  Mlioe  thereof  Ouii  be 
gftM  to  tlM  Beerate^  the  Tnmmry  Aat  the  Omb* 
mlHiooeN  of  Um  WaUag  Pmd  m»y,  if  thi^  pleoMt  be- 
mm  tke  porchtMis,  it  thevutfcM  fvice,  exeeed* 
inf  pe». 

ni.  Tfte  dmemmeMf  *f  /*e  BtmA. 
1.  The  biBk  dmU  be  ertebtnhed  *t  Plrilwlelphn, 
with  pewn  is  eiMt  bmicbMi  or  to  ttu^toy  Sbtfe  bonlH 
bmwbM  ilMwheie. 

9.  ^ben  did  bo  tventj^Aie  directon  for  Ao  bonk 
at  nUeMpUa,  and  tiiiitean  (ftoctm  fbr  each  of  fba 
bfiBcbM  wbere  brancitea  ere  eteeted,  wift  the  usual 
^■Mtiptiaa  and  number  ttf'  offioeit. 

9.  Tbo  Preedont  of  the  ^ted  Slalea,  wXh  the 
atfriee  and  eonaenl  of  flie  fieaate,  rindl  annually  ap- 

Ave  of  the  directova  of  the  bank  at  FUIadriplna. 

4.  Theqoatited  atoekholderB  annnally  doct 
tmn^  id  dte  ditoetofa  of  the  hvA  at  Phihdelplna ; 
bat  aporliDB  <tf  the  direetora  ehall  bo  changed  at erery 
aurau  deetioa,  npon  the  prindplo  <^TOtatioD. 

fi.  The  diiectcjia  of  Oa  bank  at  I^iladetphl*  shall 
amd^  at  tfa'cir  first  moating  after  their  election, 
cheese  ana  af the  ilve  Areetera  Mpointe^  hy  tite  frm- 
Umt  and  Senat«  of  the  United  Btatee,  1e  be  preaident 
4f  tile  fcat^ ;  and  tiio  preaident  of  die  bank  sbaB  al- 
vays  be  re>elig9ite  if  reappointed. 

5.  The  dhoctwra  af  the  bank  at  FUladel^ia  rtall 
■HRulljr  moint  ihiitosn  direetoni  Ibr  oaA  of  riw 
tnotha^  amofo  bnnchea  are  eioeted,  and  ahall  trana- 
•it  a  list  of  the  persons  appointed  to  die  Seeretaiy  of 
•sTiOMHuy. 

7.  Hie  Beeretny  of  the  Treaamy,  with  the  n>pn>- 
koiso  of  the  Proddant  of  ttie  Untied  Statea,  shall  an- 
niHjr  dea^g— >e>  ktaa  the  liat  of  the  btanah  dtreetna, 
Ac  person  to  be  the  prondent  of  the  leepoetiae 
hiiiiiliw. 

ftlfoirtbat  TC^Dt  dtiaMS  of  Oe  United  Statea 
Aril  be  direetora  of  tiw  bank,  <w  ita  branelMa. 

ft.  1%o  stoekholdera  mayaoleftr  direetora  in  person 
•r  by  piezy ;  but  no  atoduoUer.  who  is  not  rerident 
oilUo  the  Unitod  States  at  tiie  time  of  election,  shall 
^  by  proxy ;  nor  shall  any  one  person  sots  as  ptaxj 
agiealsraiiBberof  velaa  than  he  would  be  entitled  to 
to  hia  own  right,  according  to  a  acale  of  Totiog  to  be 
ffadaaUd  tgr  the  umber  oi  Aarea  which  the  vaters 
rsspaetivtly  Botd* 

10.  The  bank  and  its  aBrcial  brandies,  or  the  State 
banks  emphiyed  aa  branches  shall  liunish  the  officer 
at  the  head  of  the  Tnuwiy  Pepaitawnt  with  state- 
menlaofthttr  officers,  in  such  ibim  and  at  such  period 
aa  shall  be  laqaired. 

IV.  T1Upriviteg»m»dlMia^>ftiaBmtk. 
1.  The  bank  loall  eojoy  the  naoal  priTil^ss,  and 
be  Mt»)oct  to  theoiaal  reatrictiona  of  a  body  corporate 
and  ptMiUc,  instituted  for  such  ptirposes,  and  the  bt- 
Strj  of  its  notes  shall  be  made  penal. 

3.  Tbo  notss  of  the  bank  duUl  be  receivable  in  all 
Mjiaenta  to  the  United  States,  unless  Congress  ehall 
bcreaAer  otherwiae  provide  by  law. 

3.  The  bank  and  its  branches,  and  fitate  banks  em- 
ployod  as  branches,  shall  give  the  neceasary  aid  and 
acUity  to  the  Treasury  for  transferring  the  pi^lic  funds 
from  place  to  place,  and  fi>r  making  p«yments  to  the 
public  creditors,  without  charging  commisuona,  or 
claiming  allowances  on  account  of  difierences  of  ex- 
change, Ac 

I.  anhiariftwHeWapipad  irithgalitllomyaa 
L4ih  Con.  1st  Sbu^I? 


poariUe,  and  at  as  few  places  asdiaUbedaeaiad  just 
and  oonvenleDt.  The  commissioiwn  may  bo  named 
in  the  aot.  or  be  appointed  by  the  PioddenL 

3.  The  bank  to  bo  organised,  and  commmce  its  opo. 
rations  in  q>eeie,  as  soon  as  the  som  of  ^1,400,000  has 
been  actually  received  jrom  the  lobscriptiona  in  geld 
and  ailver. 

9.  The  bank  shall  not  at  any  time  suspend  ita  spe- 
cie paymoitih  nnlass  the  same  shall  be  pnviooslT  an* 
thorued  by  Congress,  if  in  session,  n  by  the  Pretf- 
dent  of  the  United  States  if  Oongress  be  not  in  sesrion. 
In  the  latter  case,  the  suspension  shall  continue  tat 
fax  weeks  after  the  meeting  of  Congress,  unless  an- 
thorised  by  law. 

VI.  The  bonut  fir  the  eharUr  of  the  Bank. 

The  sobscribera  to  the  bank  ^aU  pay  a  premium  to 
die  Government  for  its  charter.  Estimating  the  profits 
of  the  bank  from  the  probable  advance  in  the  raloe  of 
iu  stod^  and  the  resolt  of  its  bodness  w4ien  in  flill 
operation  at  aeven  per  cent,  a  bonoa  of  9l,B0^fit$, 
payable  in  ecpial  instalments  of  two,  thrae,  sad  inu 
years,  after  the  bat^  oaeammees  ita  opoiatiMie,  vigfat, 
under  all  drcnmataneea,  bo  cousidcrad  as  about  jbnr 
per  Mat.  opon  its  Capital,  and  wosdd  oeaetttate  a  rea- 
aonaMs  pwimhwi. 


TufiSDAT,  January  9. 
Mr.  Stdbois  presented  a  petition  of  the  Sao- 
fiatoek  Manufaoturiof  Company,  in  the  3tat«  of 
Cooneciicat,  praying  ibat  such  measures  may  be 
adopted  M  will  afford  security  tod  eoeottnge- 
meot  to  raiious  donestic  muiHfaetiiriBf  estab- 
ItsfameDts. 

Mr.  HopKiMSOff  pcesMted  a  petition  of  Bundry 
inhabitauis  of  the  eliy  of  Philadelphia,  prayisf 
that  a  law  may  be  puaed  prohibiting  the  ezptrt- 
aiion  of  gold  aod  silnr  coin. — Keterred  to  the 
Committee  of  Conuncrca  and  Manofaetares. 

Mr.  MiDDLBTON  presaated  a  petition  of  4he 
Legislature  of  the  Teiritery  of  Ulintus,  psayioff 
that  furiber  time  may  be  allowed  for  the  leeaiien 
of  claims  to  land  in  that  Torntte^y,  which  hare 
been  confirmed  by  the  proper  antbority.— Refer- 
red to  ibe  Commtitee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Habdim  presented  a  memoHftl  from  the 
Legislatare  of  tbe  BtaAe  of  Keotoeky,  relative  to 
eompeosation  for  tio'rses  lost  by  tb«  ciUaens^T 
that  State  dwiog  the  late  war  with  Great  Brii«iD,. 
while  in  the  service  of  die  Doited  Sniee.  Oi^ 
dered  to  lie  on  tbe  uUe. 

Mr.  SnAsu  presented  a  petttiooof  sondf^r  io' 
babitasia  of  Unimtown  aad  BroWaaville,  in  the 
Sute  of  PenBsjilniiia,  pvafiog  thai  mctsnm 
may  be  adopted  for  tbe  completion  of  tbe  great 
national  road  from  Cnmberhiad,  Maryla«d,  to 
Wbeelinf  on  the  river  Obkh'-^Ileferred  te  tike 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  RoBEBTsoM,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Public  Lands,  reported  tbe  bill  from  ttie  Senate 
"for  tbe  relief  of  Joseph  Aaderson,"  witboat 
ameodment;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  s 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  morrow. 

Mr.  RoBEBTSOM  also  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
liiioD  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, and  on  various  petitions  ftom  auudry  in* 
Witanta  of  tbe  said  Tafiitory,  laki^  PuikPt 
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time  to  pay  for  laoda  parehased  of  tbe  Uoited 
States,  wbieb  was  read :  When  Mr.  Robbbtson 
repwled  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  porebasers 
of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  wbicb 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole,  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  STANPoan,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  report  upon  tbe  subject  of 
a  revisioD  of  tbe  rules  aud  orders  of  the  House, 
reported  tbe  same  with  amendment ;  and  tbe  said 
report  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Eentuckf,  from  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making 
provisioD  for  an  addiiioDal  Military  Academy, 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

OrSandi  That  the  laid  bill  be  read  a  third  tiau 
to-morrow. 

Ao  engroeMd  bill)  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  GfeoTfC  S.  Wiae,"  was  read  the  third  time 
ud  paoed. 

An  eDgrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  discharge  of  James  Jewett  from  his  impris- 
onment,** was  read  tbe  third  lime  and  passed. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  tbe  Uoited 
States  receired  yesterday,  was  read,  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the 
operations  of  that  establishment,  daring  the  last 
year. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmittinfi:  the 
annual  report  of  toe  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
Pension  Fand :  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
toUe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BnonrB,  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relatiooa  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expedieaey  of  mobibiting,  by  law,  all 
corommial  intereoarae  between  the  citizens  or 
subjects  of  any  foreign  Power  aad  tbe  Indians 
within  tbe  Uniied  States, or  Terrltoriea  belonging 
to  the  Cnited  Slates. 

EXTENSION  OF  A  PATENT  BIOHT. 

Mr.  MaRSH,  from  a  select  committee,  made  a 
report  on  the  petition  of  John  Tyler  awl  Benja- 
min Tylep  which  was  read :  When  Mr.  Marsh, 
reported  a  bill  to  esteod  to  Benjamin  Tyler 
and  John  Tyler,  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, tbe  patent  right  to  eerlaln  improvements 
in  the  construction  of  com  and  other  mills; 
which  WIS  read  twice  and  eommilted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  on  Friday  nexu— The  report 
ii  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioners  repreMOt  thst,  prior  to  the  year 
18(K),  one  Beojamin  Tyler  had  invsoted  a  new  and 
nsefnl  improvement  in  the  coDstruction  of  floor  and 
other  mil^ ;  that  on  that  day  he  obtained  a  patent, 
according  to  law,  for  the  ezdosiTe  right  of  using  tbe 
■aid  impravament  for  the  term  irf"  fourteen  years  from 
that  date ;  that  afterwarda  he  made  an  assignment  of 
the  said  patent  to  the  petitioners  in  due  foim.  Thn 
farther  represent  that  several  persons  interfered  with 
and  invaded  tbe  right  of  using  the  said  improvement 
thos  secared  to  them  by  tbe  said  patent  and  assign- 
■Mot,  by  inirodneing  tbe  aame  into  milk  without  their 
lionaas  that,  in  the  year  1804^  lhaj  initiliited  a  anil 
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against  one  of  the  peraone  thus  intrencUag  on  Ibar 
ezetusive  right  to  the  aaid  improvement;  that  the 
defendant  in  the  said  suit,  by  means  of  combina- 
tions of  varions  intareeted  individoala,  prolnctod  the 
pendency  of  said  latl  lutil  the  year  1810;  thst  the 
court  tbea  arrested  the  verdict  found  in  the  said 
cause  for  the  |^aiiiti08»  on  aeconnt  of  Mnae  sap< 
poead  defoet  in  tha  declaration ;  that  the  pethieoaisi 
ID  the  prosecution  of  tbe  said  suit,  were  pgt  to  gieat 
expenae  and  trouble,  and  tbongh  by  the  aaid  verdict 
they  established  their  right  to  the  ezclosivo  nee  cf  die 
said  improvement,  yet  they  lost  tbe  beoafit  of  the 
damages  and  coat  awarded  to  them  by  the  aaid  verdict; 
and  that,  by  means  of  the  pendency  of  the  said  soit 
daring  the  space  of  six  years,  their  said  improveoHat 
was  broDght  into  discredit,  and  they  deprived  of  Uw 
benefit  and  profit  of  aslUng  the  right  to  otheis  aS  mating 
the  said  inprovwnent,  vniile  the  time  fiw  which  the 
same  had  basn  patented  to  them  had  in  soma  nsasais 
ezmred. 

They  pray  Congress  to  pass  an  act  granting  to  them 
the  exclusive  right  of  naing,  and  ventUog  to  others  to 
be  used,  the  said  improvement  for  another  term  of 
fourteen  years  after  the  expiration  of  their  said  patent 

The  committee  report  that  they  find  the  ftcts  stated 
in  the  said  petition  supported  by  sufficient  testimony, 
and  that  the  aaid  inventkm  is  a  new  and  useful  im- 
provement in  Uw  construction  of  mills,  and  that  the 
prayer  of  tbe  petitwiw  ought  to  be  granted.  They 
recommend  to  Congresa  the  following  resolution : 

Retolved,  That  the  prayer  of  tbe  petitionera  onght 
to  be  granted;  and  that  the  exclusive  right  of  using 
the  said  improvement  be  extended  to  the  eaid  pe- 
titioners for  the  term  of  seven  years  from  this  tuns. 

REVENUE  8T8TEM  REVISED. 

Mr.  LowMOBS,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  have  been  referred  that  part 
of  the  f'rei'ident's  Message  which  relates  to  the 
revenue,  and  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  except  that  part  which  relaws 
to  the  establishment  oi  a  National  Bank,  made  a 
report;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  (he  Whole  on  Friday  next.— The  re- 
port is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  have 
been  committed  that  part  of  the  Preitdeot's  Messags 
which  relates  to  the  revenue,  and  the  annual  report  of 
the  Senetary  of  the  Treasury,  excepting  that  part 
which  relates  to  tbe  establishment  of  a  bank,  ask  leave 
to  exjdain  the  general  visws  which  have  indacad  them 
to  submit  to  the  House  the  propontiona  with  which 
they  shall  oonelude  their  leport: 

"  The  arrangement  of  die  finances,  with  a  view  to 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  s  permsnent  Peace 
Estsblisbment,"  has  been  the  first  subject,  after  pro- 
viding for  the  deficient  in  the  appropriations  of  I8I6, 
which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  ihe  committee. 
Whilst  they  recognise,  with  unmixed  satisfaction, 
'*that  improvement  in  tbe  condition  of  the  public  rev- 
enue, which  wiU  allow  an  immediate  alleviation  of  the 
burdens  impoaed  by  the  neeessities  of  tiie  war,"  th^ 
welt  know  that  anch  an  aUeviatton  can  only  be  ex- 
pected and  wished  to  an  extent  "which  shall  leave  to 
the  Government  the  means  of  maintaining  its  faith  in- 
violate, and  of  proeeeuting  snccessfully  the  measnrea 
of  a  liberal"  and  provideat  policy. 

In  forming  an  opinion  upon  the  expenditures  irf  s 
paimaimit  Paaoa  astabHshmsat,  ihsj  hava  spppessd 
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it  rigbt  that  thaix  kttontini  ■boald  b«  diMcMd,  not 
<m1j  to  the  TWoorcM  of  the  United  Steto,  but  to  tb« 
oomiUbm  of  ortwr  J?vwm.  in  the  perplexed  qretem 
of  Coropean  peUny  the  United  SUtee  cen  heve  no  die- 
penition  to  intarpoee ;  bat  th«r  eondaet  must  necem- 
rily  be  afiected  bj  mm  connected  wHb  the  miUtarj 
OT  fineneul  reaoorcee  of  tboae  Utatee  vith  which  their 
ralntioDB  ere  moet  iuteicetin^.  It  ie  impoerihie  not  to 
mm  that  Etmpe  »  more  military  thin  ever,  and  that, 
— cartwned  twen^  yean  of  war  to  exwiioni  tbat 
w*ra  once  tbmight  impnetieablet  her  Gorenunenta 
ham  acquired  a  power  which  aakaa  preparation  mere 
difficalt  and  more  neeeaair  on  the  part  of  every  State 
^gpeeeJ  to  the  chanee  ef  their  hoMitfty.  It  mnit  be 
donbtfal  what  precaee  inereeae  of  ezpeoditare  tbeee 
aoneideratiooe  of  forwign  poliejr  or  viewe  of  internal 
inproveaent  may  induce  Congreae  eventually  to  ao- 
tborne;  but  even  the  meunrea  now  befbte  them  ap- 
pear to  require  a  coneider^e  addition  to  the  eetimatee 
of  the  annual  peace  expendilora. 

The  only  pfqtaratieo  agaiott  the  dangera  of  foreign 
nggreamoB,  which  it  fUlt  wiUiia  the  dotiei  of  the  Com- 
Bultoa  of  Wan  and  Manna  to  recommend,  ie  that  of  a 
reveaao ;  whkh,  in  enpplying  the  want*  of  the  Oov- 
•rament,  ehall  not  bordaa  nnneceetarily  the  industry 
tt  the  ciUien ;  whidi  ehall  be  capable  of  repairing,  by 
an  expamion  of  the  powen  of  some  of  it»  parte,  the 
iq)orie»  which  war  may  inflict  in  others  ;  and,  above 
tU,  ahttll  be  dieencnmbered  from  debt  as  eoon  as  the 
of  the  country  and  the  condition*  of  ita  eon 


trade  wilt  peimit  Pnblie  debte  have,  indeed,  •omO' 
tinwe  iMon  eoniideied  ae  giving  etatnlity  and  order  to 
•  State,  hut  the  eomnittee  can  never  believe  that  a 
Oeeam— nt  whkh  aeenree  eveiy  dvU  and  political 
light  to  iho  gieat  body  the  poaple,  can  vrant  Utat 
aa—iitj  whkh  woold  be  afibrded  by  the  dktributioa  of 
any  unonnt  of  annual  interest  upon  ite  debt,  which, 
to  be  reeeived  by  Uie  few,  m  net  be  paid  by  the  many. 
It  taaj  be  true  that  a  pnblie  debt  only  makee  a  di&r- 
ent  diotribution  of  the  income  of  society,  but  it  paya 
the  etoekboUer  what  vronld  be  reeerved  for  supporting 
tto  ■eunsB  and  the  aoldier.  That  Govanunent,  in- 
<iad,  does  wall*  which,  when  breed  into  vrar,  brings 
into  tha  contest  every  resource  which  credit  orrevenne 
can  fbnuah ;  but  it  ne^eoU  one  of  its  first  duties  when 
it  allows  the  seeson  of  peace  to  pasa  away  witboqt  an 
ade^nale  provision  for  removing  every  eooambrance 
upon  its  eSective  revenue.  The  committee  accord- 
ingly consider  it  as  an  indispensable  reqoiaite  in  any 
axnngeme&t  of  nvonne  and  expenditure  in  peaoe,  that 
it  riull  provide  for  (he  rapid  extingniehnient  at  the 
paUie  dsbL 

To  attain  ^  otiaet  a  eouidaiiAle  revenue  will  be 
wqnunJ.  In  ealecnng  the  taxea  which  ebooM  oom- 
pOOT  il»  the  duties  ap«)  imported  articles  may  be  ez 
poeted  to  fnmish  the  principal  supply.  Cheap  and 
OM^f  in  their  colhiBtkn,  paid  like  all  indirect  taxes, 
wbon  it  ia  eenvenient  to  pay  them,  they  will  be  found, 
ander  a  eystem  of  pmdent  mederalion,  to  discourage 
DO  branch  of  national  industry.  Dalies,  indeed,  either 
upem  importation  or  exportation,  seem  to  bo  the  natU' 
ral  reeonree  of  eoontries  thinly  peoi^d,  which,  ex- 
porting a  Urge  amoont  of  their  agricoltural  produo- 
tioaa.  roenve  in  letoro  the  manofoctures  of  older 
BUitew.  The  Aslaneo,  too,  of  the  States  from  which 
OHT  importations  are  made,  renders  it  more  difficult  to 
•fade  the  ptyment  of  duties  here  than  in  ooantriee 
whiifa  nn  mpaxmtaA  fiwn  aelivo  and  enterprisinf  UMgh- 
by  »  nem  «r  ■  wwnliaort  line.  Bat  w  mt 


agriculture  obtains  markets  at  hom^  as  wealth  spreada 
itself  over  inland  conntriea,  where  commerce  can  bnt 
imperfectly  follow,  oar  imports  as  well  aa  our  export! 
must  bear  a  eontinualty  lessening  proportion  to  dw 
wealth  of  the  countiy. 

And  even  now,  while  the  principal  source  of  ordi- 
nary revenue  in  peace  must  be  furnished  by  the  cus- 
toms, it  is  probable  that  they  could  not  be  continued 
or  increased  to  an  amount  which  the  interest  and  re- 
imbnisement  of  our  debt  and  the  provisions  for  oar 
security  reqoirei  without  inoreasiag  too  &r  the  temptap 
Uen  to  illicit  importation.  The  objecUona,  too,  to  an 
entire  reliance  upon  them,  have  been  too  fuUy  de* 
veloped  by  recent  experience  to  allow  the  committee 
to  recommend  that  they  should  constitute  the  whole 
income  of  the  countty.  The  liberal  proviaion  which 
they  are  capable  of  making  in  peace,  disappears  in  the 
moment  when  war  requires  larger  cootributiuns.  The 
Government  whkh  u  left  at  snch  a  time  to  explore 
new  systems  of  Intemal  taxation,  to  discover  and  draw 
into  the  paUie  service  the  men  vrbo  are  capable  of 
filling  the  difl'erent  departments  of  die  revenue,  u  re- 
duced to  a  condition  in  which  the  zeal,  tad  braveij, 
and  reeources  of  the  nation  can  prodoce  their  naturml 
efiects  but  imperfectly.  The  committee,  therefore, 
concur  fully  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
opinion  which  he  has  expressed.  '*  that  the  eetabUsh- 
ment  of  a  revenae  system,  which  shall  not  be  excln> 
sively  dependent  upon  the  supplies  of  foreign  com- 
merce, appears,  at  thu  juncture^  to  claim  particalar 
attention.'^ 

As  a  result  of  these  general  views  the  ccHnmitte^ 
with  deference  to  the  House,  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  plan  of  revenue  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  exception  of  that 
part  of  it  which  proposes  to  continue  the  additional 
duties  upon  postage,  and  to  repeal  the  additional  du- 
ties on  Ucenaes  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors* 
and  foreign  merchandise,  impoeed  Uie  act  <tf  De- 
cember, 1814.  The  communicatkn  of  inteUigenee  b^ 
tween  the  different  parU  of  the  country,  it  appean  I* 
the  committee  to  be  the  just  policy  of  oar  Government  to 
focilitate  and  encourage ;  and,  although  it  might  have 
been  rigbt  to  exact  a  revenue  from  it,  under  circum- 
stances which  made  it  necessary  to  apply  every  re- 
eouree  to  the  defence  of  the  State,  the  present  situation 
of  the  Treasury  may  well  allow  of  tu  repeal.  Tho 
dutiea  on  licenses  to  retailers  ndmUt  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  of  a  modificaUoo,  which,  by  pinpo»> 
tioning  the  price  of  the  license  in  some  degroo  to  th* 
busiaeas  <^  the  retailer,  AHl  render  them  as  prodno- 
tive  as  the  new  rates,  and  less  oppressive  than  the  oU 
ones.  But  as  such  modification  conld  only  apply  to 
licenaes  for  1817,  the  committee  prapoea  tooMfceit 
the  subject  of  a  future  report. 

The  permanent  laws  now  in  force  may  be  expected, 
after  the  expiration  of  temporary  duties,  to  pnwuea  a 
net  annual  revenue  of  $26,378,840. 
The  direct  tax,  a  net  amount  of  -  -  ¥6,600,000 
The  sale  ofpuUk  lands  -  -  1,000,000 
Licensea  to  distillery  gross 

amount  ...  $1,800,000 
Carriagea  -  176.000 
Licenaes  to  Ntdlen  -  900,000 
Auctions  -  400,000 


Dntiea  on  ftunitwe  and 
watehse 


2,676,000  iJMJM 
SOOyOOO 
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Ob  muw&ctOFM  •  IJtllfiW 

ExciM  on  diitilUd  ipiEito  -  9,000^000 


Cwtom* 


4.111.000 


3.864,340 
300.000 
13,000,000 


$86,378,640 


Bacli  is  the  Mtimat«  of  Uie  urnaal  reTeoae  which, 
hy  kw,  u  dechnd  to  b«  pledged  "  to  provide  for  the 
pi^eiit  of  the  expemei  of  the  GoTernment.  for  the 
puietail  pajnoent  of  the  public  deb^  and  Ibr  creating 
ui  adequate  ainldng  fona.**  If  iS»  reeoiQaeBdatioti 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Seentaiy,  with  the 
jnodiflcBtions  proposed  by  the  committee,  shall  be  car- 
ried into  eiect,  there  will  be  deducted  from  this  rev- 
enue of   935,378,840 

The  net  amount  of  duties  on  foraiture 
and  vratches,  on  mano&ctares  and  dis- 
tilled fj^ts     -  99»8M,840 
Hie  postage  dn^  80(^000 
And  from  die  net 
wodnet  of  the 
badtax  .      -  3^000 

  7,064.840 

But  tiltte  1^  be  added  to 
fh«  revenue — 

Bj  the  additional  da^  on 
rtlUs  ■91,300.000 
Pn^  on  stamps  •  400.000 
On  reilned  aucsr  180,000 
Onsah  '    •      •  600.000 


3.116,000 


.  GiOMamdhnt  •  3,366^000 

Net  amount 
By  an  addition  to 
the  customs,  equal 
to  the  prodaet  of 
an  average  addi- 
tion of  43  per  cent, 
to  the  rates  <rf  per- 
manent duty      •  fl.040,000 

  7,180,000 

Making  the  excess  of  wvenua  added,  above 
that  deducted  


90,860 


And  the  annual  revenue 


-  38,363,000 


r  «f  the  Tresauxy.  idridk 


£i  the  xepsttof  tka 
fcaa  hoes  refcmd  to  As  CMun: 
The  anooBt  of  tto  annnal  dvit.  dfplenMitic^  and 


cellaneeas  rapenses  is  estimated  at 
The  annual  roilUary  ezponeas  at  • 
n»  nanal  aarnl  ennnae  at 
Tba  iMunat  in  the  Mad  MM.  at  BbMl 


91.800^ 
6,llS,lfl» 
8,716;610 
6,160^ 


18i,778,0«0 


To  dib  estimate  of  aonual  espmdHure  might  be 
added  the  amoant  of  about  91,860,000,  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt; 
which,  with  the  96,160.000  applicable  to  the  payment 
Of  the  interest,  eonsUtotes  the  sinlung  fund  of  98,000,- 
000.  But  perhaps  an  easier  view  of  the  subject  may 
In  afforded  by  stating  leparately  the  whole  nim  which 
it  is  fgr^oeed  to  apply  to  A*  paymo^of  tfaa  priaciipal 
•r  tba  p«Uia  Ml,  weluiiTCly  of  Um  intaiMt 


If  the  aMDoal  imenne,  ander  the  law  prDpaeed,be 
936.360,600,  and  the  ordinary  annual  expense  ha 
916,778.660.  there  wiU  be  a  balanco  of  99|60O^ 
which  may  be  applied,  as  Congress  shall  ^ect,  to  na^ 
tional  defuice.  to  tntemal  improvement,  and  to  ttie  ea- 
tinguisbmeBt  of  the  puUie  d^  Tlie  eonstdetations 
whidi  have  been  already  adverted  to  as  ecgMntBg  the 

Sli^  of  providing  fiir  the  eatiagoishmeBt  of  the  puUis 
M  aa  aoon  M  the  meorees  itf  theconnHy  sMd  thia  esn> 
dttien  af  ila  oonttasta  wtti  paimtt,  indues  tha  rrmmit 
tee  to  prspasa  durt  la  that  olgsct  may  be  nnnwlly  » 
^priated  amn  miBlona,  met  the  year  ISM;  whio^ 
added  to  the  sum  appropriated  to  the  payuMBt  vi  in- 
terest, will  form  a  nnking  ftand  of  9)6.160(000,  and 
extinguish  the  public  debt  in  leas  ikta  twelve  yeaii> 
This  approiwiation  would  stiU  leave  an  mccaa  af  a» 
noal  revMHH  above  the  eatiBriss  of  orHmuj  eapan< 
^re  Iteniahed  by  dw  eacntaiy  of  Ae  Treasn  if 
ufpwarda  of  two  minima  and  ahal^tobeifipliBd  ta 
any  other  brandl  of  tba  pnhKe  aerma. 

The  e»mmitte«  have  eoBfined  timir  ehaaisaHions  to 
the  receipla  and  eapandilnrea  of  a  penaaaant  Pease 
EstaUidimeot  Hw  madtSeation  of  the  ^aa  af  lha 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  which  they  hava  pfapaaedi 
wilt  produce  too-sasall  an  efleet  upm  the  recajpSs  of 
1816  to  require  a  distinct  expnation  ef  them,  and  thn 
deficient  in  the  receipts  of  1816.  (wfakfa  is  anggsated 
in  the  Tzeaauiy  report,)  cannot  distnih  the  calcalattime 
whieh  have  been  sulnnitted  ef  the  roesipta  and  eapan> 
ditores  of  aneoeeding  yews,  since  Uw  astenlad  dafr 
oienqr  ie  lees  than  sevoi  miUiona,  and  lha  otttatanding 
revenue  on  the  1st  of  ianuacy  1817,  vrill  ha  ahaat 
twenty  milUons.  however,  die  deaaanda  upon  the 
TVeasuxy  in  1817.  in  oenaeqnence  of  Congrees  aia» 
ming  the  payment  of  expenses  inonrred  dorti^;  the  war. 
which  it  has  not  yet  sanctioned,  or  ftoaa  any  oOss 
cause,  shall  be  increased  beyond  Ae  present  estimsles, 
er  beyond  an  amount  for  wliidl  tM  nnappi^rialed 
revraoc  Bey  provide,  the  citing  ftmd  m^  be  chaa^ed 
for  tin  year  1817  wMh  tba  psrrmont  of  the  T^unsiuy 
notes  wbieh  mayheisauadttMsrthalawinawiafomfe 
In  praventiBg  an  addition  of  oew  Ainded  debt,  il  wilt 
pevfiHin  ita  ofiee  as  mafhOy  aain  ajUingirishinB  «ln 
eld  debt. 

I,  Xetohed,  l^t  it  is  expedient  to  continnelnfone^ 
until  the  SOth  day  of  Juty  nwt.  and  until  an  act  ekidl 
be  passed  esUdilishing  a  new  Uriffof  dallas.  An  net 
entitled  *'An  act  fiv  impo^g  additional  .dutiea  «pen 
aH  goodi,  vrares,  and  merehuidiee.  imported  Avra  aaiy 
foreign  pert  or  place,  and  (or  ether  parpoeee;"  naaasd 
Mithe  litJnIy.  1813. 

3.  RuUmo,  That  it  is  expedienttocmtteiMiBfoMM 
Ae  aet,  entitled  "An  act  laying  a  duty  on  impMted 
salt,  granting  a  heantf  on  |ii<Ued  Mi  esport«d,<«nd 
aUowanes  to  certain  vcasria  employed  in  AafiAerias;*' 
passed  on  Ae  39A  July.  1813. 

Z.RualMd,  tWitiaexpedieirttooontiBneinfoiw 
Ae  act,  entitled  "An  act  laymg  dutssa  on  sagar  rsAsad 
within  the  United  Stataa;"  passed  July  34,  ISIS. 

4.irBsafcarf.  Thatttisczpadienttocentinnefaaftnias 
the  act.  entitled  **An  aet  laying  doMee  on  nalaa  of 
banki^  banlEn^  and  oortain  osi^uiiaa;  on  WHM, 
bonda,  and  oUigatioiM,  diacoanied  by  banka.  bnnkiw, 
and  csrtam  companies;  aad  on  Inllaof  exehanfe  «f 
certam  desoiptions ;"  pasMd  on  the  2d  of  Angnal» 
1818,aleoAe  aet snppleaMOlaiy  Aereto,pasasdaotlia 
lOA  day  «f  December,  1814. 

6.  ftatoifti.  That  it  ia  expedient  to  rsfMaltfrsm  An 
day  or-—,  mnt,  m  mmk  af  Ihn  aat,^aMii 
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'Ab  Kt  to  provid*  tUitioDd  nvtoiiM  Ibr  dafrtring 
Ike  axMiMM  oi  QovemBMSt  «ad  maintoiiiinf  the  pnb- 
bcMittby  dutiMM  wicsst  BiiotiaD,snd  oalieensM 
to  nuil  winM*  apiritaoai  Kqnms,  tnd  fbnifn  mnehui- 
and  for  iosnMut  tbs  rtiM  of  port>g%"jpMwd 
«a  the  X8d  of  DacMibar,  1814,  u  ispoMS  adduknal 
it6m  on  poatan. 

(.  Retomd,  Thai  it  ia  ozpe^ant  ao  to  amend  the 
aot,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additiooel  revenues 
ibr  ilefrajuis  the  ezpenaea  of  GoTeroment^  and  main< 
taining  the  pablio  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  npon 
th»  United  Statee,  and  to  provide  lor  aaaeeaing  and 
coOeetiDg  the  aame/'  panMo  on  the  Sth  Janaanr,  1816, 
as  to  ladoea  the  direct  tax  to  be  levied,  fat  the  year 
181<^  avd  aooeoedlng  yeara,  to  thiee  mlUioiM;  and 
alao  so  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additieaal  rewiMa  for  defiaying  the  ezpenaea  of  Gov- 
anneDt  and  maintaining  the  pablio  credit,  by  laying 
adiraet  tax  npoo  the  District  of  Colombia,"  paased  on 
the  S3th  of  Febmaiy,  1816,  aa  to  redoee  the  direct  tax 
to  be  levied  tbarein.  annoayy,  to  99.999  W. 

7.  BnoM,  That  it  ia  expedient  to  repeal  the  act, 
Mtittad  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenaaa  for 
defraying  the  ezpenaea  of  Oovemment  and  maintaining 
tbm  paUiG  cNdit,  In  ia^ing  datiaa  on  i^rita  diatilled 
wiifata  the  Vwiai  Stotoa  and  Tenitoriao  Aaraof,  and 
hy  amending  the  act  laying  dotiaa  en  lioenaea  to  dia- 
tillara  of  apirituoos  liqoora,"  paaaad  on  the  SUt  of  De- 
cember, 18U,  ezceptiog  only  the  16th,  18th,  19th,  and 
Sith  sectiona  thereof,  from  and  after  the  1st  of  Aprit 
next,  and  from  the  aame  day  to  add  one  hondced  per 
cent,  to  the  amount  of  the  duty  which  all  aliils  now 
abject  to  duty  are  liable  to  pay. 

8.  Saohid,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal,  from  and 
rikar  the  18lh  day  April  next,  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  {vovide  uditiooal  revenues  for  defraying  the 
eipeiwea  of  Oovamment  and  maintaining  tlw  public 
eaafil,  bj  laying  dotica  on  varioos  gooda,  wares,  and 
MRlLnndlae,  mann&ctured  within  the  Uldted  Stotes," 
pamad  oo  the  18th  of  Jannary,  1815;  and  also  the 
act,  entitled  **Aa  act  to  provide  additional  reveonea 
Ar  dsE&aying  the  ezpenaea  of  Government  and  main- 
taking  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  gold,  ail- 
*w,  aM  plated  wure,  and  jeweliy,  and  paste  work,  man- 
■faotiiwaa  within  the  United  atates,*'  paased  on  the 
flSVh  ofFebraaiT,  181S>  tkom  the  aune  day. 

9.  Bmhtd,  Thntlt  ia  axpediont  to  lepaal  Oo  aat, 
nstftlod  "An  act  to  jnmi»  addWonal  ravannfla  tot 
iafrajiog  the  expenses  of  Oowamomii  and  maintai*- 
mg  tk»  pnblie  credit,  1^  laying  dntias  on  hooa^oM 
fimutaror  and  on  gtdd  and  silver  watehee,"  paaaad  on 
«h«  18lh  of  Jannaiy,  1816. 

10.  MetoiMtf,  That  it  ia  expedient  so  to  amend  the 
ralea  of  duties  open  imported  artida%  after  the  80th  of 
Jane  iMXt,  aa  that  they  ahall  be  estimated  to  produce 
an  amount  e^al  to  that  which  wonld  be  pnducod  by 
•D  average  addition  of  forty-two  per  cant  to  the  per< 
tonwtpt  rates  of  datiea. 

11.  JlssaAtttf,  That  the  defidenqr  ariring  from  the 
vednctioa  or  abolition  of  any  of  the  duties  heretofore 
pledged  by  law  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  for 
tba  payment  of  the  public  debt,  sod  the  esUblishment 
of  a  atokiog  fund,  ahall  be  anpplied  by  appropriating 
to  thooe  objects  a  snffldent  amount  from  the  product 
of  the  taxea  or  dotiaa  propoead  to  ba  eontinDed  or 
fMronaed. 

IS.  gfMlMrf,  That  Hiaanpadiaimhat,fiwi  and  aftw 
tte  yaor  181S,  on  addiliBn  ahall  bo  made  to  the  am 
«f:4M0MMh«Mw  Hunial^  appnpiiatotl  fw  tha  par- 
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mont  of  Ae  intareat  and  piincipd  at  the  poUic  dafaC, 
so  as  to  make  the  whtrie  oom  to  be  appnpdatod  a» 
nually  to  tiiat  pnipoae,  913,660,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  disohargcd  from  a  farther  eonsidemtioi. 
of  the  seraral  petitions  referred  to  them,  which 
relate  to  the  aabjcots  embraced  in  itw  Uit  men- 
tioned report. 

COHMEROE  WITH  &BEAT  BBITAIK. 

The  House,  fteeerdiiig:  to  the  order  of  the  day; 
resiioed  the  eonsideratioD  of  tin  bill  Ar  earryiof 
into  effect  the  CooTention  of  Commerce  between 
the  United  States  aod  Great  ft-ttain— the  anoo- 
tion  being  on  ordcctog  the  bill  to  be  eagroaiM  for 
a  third  readiog. 

Mr.  Qbolson  said,  that  being  a  member  of  the 
committee  who  had  reported  the  bill  then  before 
the  House,  he  had  coosidered  it  especially  his 
doty  to  gire  to  it  the  most  thoroagh  iorestigatloD. 
He  regretted  that,  owing  to  bis  personal  iodispiv 
sttion,  it  had  been  oat  of  bis  power  to  bestow  on 
the  snbjeet  that  attention,  which  its  importance 
most  nodonbtedlf  merited.  He,  however,  had 
listened  patieotly  to  the  argnments  which  had 
been  offered  by  gentlemcB  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Hoose,  in  opposition  to  ihobill.  Theaenf- 
guraento  bad  phidaeed  no  eonvtction  to  his  mind. 
So  &r  from  it,  (said  Mr.  Ct.)  I  am  folly  aatisfted, 
that  if  the  doctrines  which  hare  been  contendtt 
for  by  geatlemea  of  diatiactioa  and  emioeat  abtt* 
itics,  in  the  opposition,  were  redoced  to  practief, 
then  indeed  would  the  great  aod  essential  powen 
of  the  Govemmeot  be  transferred  exclusiretf  to 
the  President  and  Senate,  and  this  Honse  would 
become  almost  a  cyjiher— bat  little  more  than  a 
mere  tribanal  of  r»istry. 

Two  of  the  chief  and  prtacipal  objecta  of  the 
federal  compact  were,  the  prorisioD  of^ in  adaqnate 
□atioDal  revenae,  ana  the  regolaiion  of  commeree 
with  foreigo  nations.  JartslKtionorer  both  these 
subjects  ia  given  by  the  Constitution,  in  clear  and 
explicit  terms,  to  the  Congieas  of  the  United 
Stntea,  The  Conatitatioo  expressly  grants  to 
CoogittM  the  pawer  <*to  lar  and  collect  tnioi, 
dnties,  impost^  and  aetsea}"  and,  moreoreri "  t» 
regolate  eommeiee  with  foreign  nntioBs,  ani 
antMiff  the  eeren^  States,  and  with  tfce  Indiia 
trifaea." 

Bat  if  thealbin  of  rerenoe  from  imposts,  and 
of  commsKa,  can  be  inally  and  conclusively  ar* 
raagad  by  the  treaty-making  authority,  without 
the  aid  of  kgislatioa,  it  is  perfectly  obwioas.  that 
the  geants  of  power  just  recited  eao  be  oQlliAed 
and  extiogaished  at  the  mere  pleasnre  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Senate,  who  alone  exercise  the  treaty- 
making  aothority;  that  powers  which  are  b«- 
siowed  on  them  and  on  this  House  coajolBtly, 
can  be  exercised  by  them  cxclosirely. 

Now.  sir,  to  prove  that  the  treaty,  to  eActoate 
which  the  preemt  bill  is  propoaet^  does,  in  fhot, 
take  eogoizanoe  both  of  the  sabjeet  of  tuntion 
and  of  commerce,  it  is  onir  neeessnry  to  look  at 
Ike  treaty  itself.  The  treaty,  ia  almost  its  wkvie 
aim  nnd  purport,  relates  to  these  sobjccts.  Il  not 
Mly  rogoluss  onr-  eommeiM  with  a  fonigt 
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tion,  bat  pzpremly  aodertakes  to  repeal  a  tax. 
By  the  ezUtiDg  law,  British  shim  pay  higher  da- 
ties  in  our  ports  thaa  Americao  sliips.  The  treaty 
provides,  ibat  ia  eertaio  cases,  embracing  (he 
principal  trade  between  the  two  coantriev,  Bfitiib 
ships  shall  pay  no  bigber  dalles  (ban  Americao. 
Tbas  the  law  of  the  land,  providing  for  a  public 
levcnae,  is  so  far  attempted  to  be  revoked  by  the 
Ireaiy  in  qqesiion. 

If,  then,  the  wlf  sufficiency  of  this  treaty,  for 
its  owD  ezecutioD,  without  the  agency  of  legisla- 
tive provisioas,  can,  according  to  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  Massaeba- 
aetls,  (MesMi.  Hopkihsdr  and  PioKUiHa,)  be 
maintainedj  it  must  be  upon  the  grannd,  that  the 
ireatv-makio^  power  ean  either  repeal  a  tax  or 
regulate  foreign  eommeree,  iDdepeBaently  of  this 
House.  Lei  us  examine  the  subject  in  this  aspect 
ofit. 

If  it  be  admitted,  that  the  treaty-miking  power 
ean  repeal  a  tax,  it  will,  I  apprehend,  scarcely  be 
denied,  that  the  same  power  can,  in  like  maoner. 
impose  a  tsx.  Suppose,  then,  the  President  and 
Senate  were^  by  convention  with  Great  Britain, 
to  stipulate  for  one  hundred  per  cent,  increase  of 
duties  on  all  merchandises  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  all  foreign  places,  except  from 
the  British  possessions,  alleging  that  this  exemp- 
tion, in  favor  of  Qreat  Britain,  was  io  considera- 
tion of  the  India  trade,  for  wnieh,  it  is  said,  do 
equivalent  has  been  given  by  us.  This  would  be 
aa  enormous  lax  on  the  people;  andatax,  tot^ 
levied  witoni  the  consent  of  their  representatives. 
But,  sir,  whtre  did  the  ides  originate  of  the  impo- 
■itioB  of  a  lax  in  a  free  country,  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  immediate  representatives  of  the 
people  ?  The  idea  is  preposterous,  and  ooe  sgainst 
which  I  enter  my  solemn  protestation  t  1  deny 
that  there  is  any  power  on  earth  that  can  tax  my 
eonstitueats  one  cent,  without  their  ajiprobatioD, 
S>*en,  throngh  their  representative  on  this 

floor. 

But  still  it  is  insisted  that  althou|[h  the  treaty 
contains  provisions  repealing  the  discriminating 
dalies  on  British  vessels  and  on  goods  imported 
in  them,  it  is  nevertheless  a  valid  instrument 
Sappose,  sir.  this  renealing  power  bad  been  exer- 
cised on  another  subtjeet.  Suppose  thePreaideut 
and  Senate  had  undertaken  by  treaty  stipulation 
wholly  to  repeal  the  lax  on  foreign  spirits.  The 
amount  of  the  tax  repealed  cannot  vary  the  pria- 
dple— if  they  can  rep«al  a  tax  for  one  dollar,  they 
can  repeal  one  imposing  millions.  Yet  I  appre- 
hend that  the  repeal  by  the  treaty-making  power, 
of'tbe  tai  last  mentioned,  woald  be  considered  so 
outrageous  an  osurpaiioa  of  the  legislative  au- 
tboriiy,  that  it  would  not  be  submitted  to  for  ooe 
aioiaeai. 

Further,  sir,  according  to  the  same  reasooiog, 
even  the  direct  tax  might  he  reduced  or  repealed 
by  the  treaty-making  puwer.  If  by  that  tax  agri- 
eolturc  were  fupposed  to  be  opprensed,  the  doc- 
trine contended  lor,  would  eaable  the  President 
and  Senate  (the  Uailcd  Stales  receiving  anequiv- 
weat)  10  remove  the  tax  in  order  to  eneonragc 
Uw  produoiiua  of  aoch  utieUau  CUcat  firiitio 
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mixbt  want  from  this  euontry,  and  to  sepply  her 
with  them  in  grester  abundance,  and  on  betln 
terms.  The  articles^  for  instance,  of  cotton,  to- 
bacco, and  fluur. 

These  cases  all  demoosirate  the  absurdity  of 
claiming  for  the  treaty-maklog  power,  in  this 
country,  any  control  whatever  over  the  poblie 
revenue.  The  trnib  is,  that  except  aR  a  part  of 
the  Legislature,  it  possefKes  none ;  and  rrom  lb* 
very  structure  of  our  Qovernment,  cannot  pos- 
sess any. 

The  elaim,  sir,  of  the  same  power  to  regulate, 
at  its  pleasure,  our  fareigo  commerce,  without  the 
interference  of  this  House,  will  be  found  to  rest 
on  no  belter  grounds. 

If  with  a  view  to  a  better  understanding,  and 
a  closer  connexion  with  Qreat  Britain,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  were -to  agree  by  conveotion 
with  that  nation,  to  prohibit  the  ezporialioo  of 
cottoD  and  woollen  manufactures  from  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  for  tbe  next  thirty  years ;  or  were  to 
stipulate  that  tbe  United  States  should  not  clear 
any  vesnel  direct  from  other  ports  to  France, 
Spain,  Holland,  or  any  other  European  country, 
except  to  Great  Britain,  such  convention  would, 
on  the  face  of  it,  appear  to  be  a  complete  and  per- 
fect act,  and  requinog,  therefore,  agreeably  to  ihe 
arguments  of  the  genilemeo  on  the  other  side,  no 
legislative  sanction;  all  that  would  be  necessary 
would  be  insirnetioos  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs.  If,  as 
it  baa  been  contended,  the  treaty-making  authority 
possesses  absolute  control  over  our  furrign  com- 
merce, there  ean  exist  nodoobtof  its  competency 
to  enter  into  these  engagements.  Tet  tbe  very 
attempt  to  control  them  would  be  considered 
monstrous,  and  would  do  doubt  be  universally 
resisted.  The  doctrioe,6ir,  proves  too  much,  and 
therefore  proves  nothing. 

Again :  suppose  the  treaty-making  power  were, 
as  was  once  contemplated  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, to  engage  that  during  any  European  war 
in  woicb  Great  Britain  might  be  a  party,  aU 
American  vessels  bound  to  the  ports  oi  any  na- 
tion in  hostility  with  Great  Britain,  sbeuld  first 
call  or  touch  at  some  Briti«h  port,  and  there  pay 
a  Uu:^  and  uke  a  Homae  for  tne  benefit  of  prose- 
cuting their  voyages !  Let  me  ask  if  such  an 
engagement  would  not  be  considered  as  a  most 
daring  uvurpaiion  ?  Yes,  sir,  it  would  be  viewed 
as  ao  alarming  encroachment  upon  the  risbis  of 
this  House,  and  of  the  Dattoo,  and  woold^ be  re- 
pelled wiih  indignation?  And  still  this  and  all 
the  cases  of  treaty  stipulation  which  I  have  sup- 
posed would  come  fully  within  the  rule  laid 
down  by  gentlemen  on  the  oiber  side  of  the 
question,  as  the  limitof  tbe  treaty-making  power, 
namely,  that  whenever  a  treaty  can,  according  to 
its  own  terms,  execute  itself,  it  requires  no  legis- 
lative sanction.  I  trust  I  have  already  sufficiently 
shown  the  fallacy  of  this  position. 

But  some  genilemen  iiave  recurred  to  another 
ground  of  argument.  They  say  that  treaijes  are 
themselves  the  tupreme  Isw  of  tbe  land,  and  can, 
therefore,  require  no  legislation  to  give  to  tbem 
addiiiooal  validity.  Tnis  idea  was  atmuoaaly 
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uforeed  by  m.  gmiilmaD  from  Mamehmeitt, 
(Ur.  Mills.) 

Id  eoosidciing  ibe  remarks  of  seotlemen  on 
chis  branch  of  tbe  subjeoi,  tt  will  be  perceived 
iaw  oeeeaHry  it  ii  that  positioitB  ia  debate  should 
be  laid  down  wiib  aecaraey  aad  prccisioD.  Oea- 
ttancn  may  be  astooiahea,  pcrhape,  when  I  ao- 
Doaaee  to  then  my  disaeat  from  tbe  position 
wbieb  tbey  baTe  so  triompbaotly  advaneed,  is 
relaiioo  to  the  sapremaey  of  trealies.  Now,  I 
deny,  sir,  the  correctness  of  the  proposition  that 
ireatiVs  are  tbe  supreme  law  of  the  land.  1  very 
readily  admit  that  treatieit,  made  ander  the  au- 
iboriiy  of  the  United  States,  that  is,  Constitn* 
tioaal  treaties,  are  tbe  supreme  law  of  the  land. 
Bat  the  broad,  nnqualifieu  aiwriion,  that  treaties 
generally,  (whether  violaiiTe  of  the Conslitatioo 
or  not,)  partake  of  that  high  and  sacred  character, 
is  manifestly  anteaable.  Here,  then,  the  very 
gi$t  of  the  question  is,  whether  the  CoDStitntion 
doea  in  fact  confer  tbe  right  to  make  saeb  a  treaty 
aa  tbe  ooe  before  ns,  wii^ont  tbe  saaeiioa  of  ibis 
House? 

Haring  endearored  to  show  that  sacb  rifbt 
ha*  not  been  conferred,  I  will  decline  repeating 
tbe  ai^amenu  wbieb  I  hare  already  had  tbe 
honor  of  addressing  to  the  Hoase;  especially 
after  the  lumiootis  eiposition  of  the  anhjeet  with 
vbieh  we  hare  been  farored  by  the  honorable 
nntleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,(Mr.  LowifDaa.) 
nor  will  I  detain  yon  respecting  tbe  deSoitions 
that  hare  been  gireo  with  regard  to  the  exteat  of 
tbe  treaty>making  power.  As  to  thai,  I  will  ob- 
serrej  that,  subject  to  the  limitations  of  the  Con- 
stitution, 1  should  conceive  the  treaty-making 
aufaority  in  tbia  eoantry  as  large  and  as  «om- 
prebeovire  as  the  same  antboriiy  in  any  other 
eirilizetl  Sute.  After  conceding  to  this  House 
the  privileges  for  which  it  contends,  and  wbieb 
are  erideatly  guarantied  to  it  by  the  Coasiitn- 
tion,  there  would  siill  be  left  to  the  treaty  making 
aaihoiity  a  wide  range  of  powers.  For  instance, 
ibe  enure  sobjeet  of  belligerent  regolations,  in- 
elMding  tbe  most  important  topie  of  impress' 
meat }  the  question  of  Marefa,  the  subject  of 
bcHiadarirs,  and  many  others  which  it  woold  he 
viirJesa  ptrbaps  to  enumerate. 

J  cannot  perceive,  sir,  tbe  advantage  of  resort- 
ing, as  gentlemen  have  done,  to  the  British  Oov- 
ernmeDt  for  precedents  on  ibis  occasion.  Tbe 
analogies  between  that  Oovernmeot  and  ours, 
are  io  general  too  weak  to  authorize  tbe  deduc- 
tion therefrooi  of  ooy  principle  that  can  be  safely 
depended  on.  U  ia  understood,  however,  that 
tbe  practice  even  of  the  British  Qovernmentbas 
always  been  in  accordance  with  tbe  prinoiples 
which  are  maintained  by  the  advocates  of  this 
biVU 

It  results,  therefore,  from  every  view  of  the 
aobjeet,  of  which  I  eooeeive  it  is  fairly  suscepti- 
ble, thai  the  bill  now  before  us  is  not  only  not  an 
vaeless  one,  as  it  baa  been  said  lu  be,  but  that  it 
iaabooloielv  iodi»p«naaUe ;  indispenaable,  in  order 
to  {ho  furttlmant  of  the  stipulations  of  iiie  treaty, 
ud  beeaoae  it  relates  to  powers  which  cannot  be 
•laraiaad  wiihoai  the  eoaourreaee  of  thia  Huiise. 


H.  opR. 


Mr.  CALBonif  obaerved.  that  the  votes  on  this 
bill  had  been  ordered  to  be  recorded;  and  that 
tbe  House  would  see,  in  his  peculiar  situation,  a 
sufficient  apology  for  his  offeriag  his  reasons  for 
the  rejection  ot  the  bill.  He  bad  no  disposition 
to  speak  on  this  bill,  as  he  felt  coDteoted  to  let  it 
take  that  course  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
majority,  it  ought,  until  the  membera  were  called 
on  by  the  order  of  the  House  to  record  their 
votes. 

The  qoeation  presented  for  coasideratitm  ia 
perfeotly  oimple,  and  easily  understood— Is  this 
bill  neeessary  to  give  rsUdity  to  the  late  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  ?  It  appeared  to  bim  that 
this  question  is  susceptible  ol  a  decision,  «ithottl 
coaaidtiriDg  whether  a  treaty  can  in  any  case  set 
aside  a  law;  or,  to  he  more  particular,  whether 
the  treaty  which  this  bill  purposes  to  carry  into 
effect  does  repeal  the  diseriraioatiog  dntiea.  The 
Honse  will  remember  that  a  law  was  passed  at 
the  close  of  the  last  session  conditionally  repeal- 
ing those  duties.  That  aet  proposed  to  repnl 
them  io  relation  to  any  nation  woich  woulo  on 
iu  part  agree  to  repeal  similar  duties  as  lo  tbia 
country.  On  the  eontingeoey  happening  tbe  law 
became  positirb  It  haa  happened,  and  nas  bc» 
aonooaeed  to  the  eountry  that  England  haa 
agreed  to  repeal.  The  Prcaidant,  ia  proclaiming 
the  treaty,  baa  notified  the  faet  to  the  House  ua 
country.  Why  thea  propose  to  do  that  by  thW 
bill  which  has  already  wen  done  by  a  preriooa 
act?  He  knew  it  bad  been  said  io  conrersatioa 
that  the  prorisions  of .  the  act  were  not  as  broad 
as  the  treaty.  It  did  not  strike  bim  so.  Tliey 
appeared  to  him  to  be  commensurate.  He  woald 
also  reason  from  the  appearance  of  this  Uoaaa 
that  they  were  not  rery  deeply  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  tbia  bill.  He  never,  on  any  io- 
portent  occasion,  saw  it  so  indifferent.  Whence 
could  this  arise  i  From  the  want  of  in^portanee  7 
if,  indeed,  tbe  existence  of  tbe  treaty  depended 
on  tbe  passage  of  thia  bill,  nothing  scarcely 
could  be  more  intereatiiig.  It  woald  be  ealea- 
lated  to  excite  stronjg  feelings.  We  all  know  how 
the  eoantry  was  agitated  wnea  Jay*s  Treaty  wa» 
before  this  House.  The  qaeatioa  was  on  an  ap- 

Eropriation  to  carry  it  into  e0eet— a  power  ae- 
oowledged  by  all  to  belong  to  the  Uoose— ^od 
on  the  exercise  of  which  the  existence  of  the 
treaty  was  felt  to  depend.  The  feelings  mani- 
fested corresponded  with  tbia  conviction.  Not 
80  on  this  occoaioD.  Further:  tbe  treaty  has 
already  assumed  tbe  form  of  law.  It  is  so  pro- 
claimed to  the  comraaaity;  the  words  of  tbe 
proctamatioo  are  not  materia) ;  it  speaks  for  it- 
self; and  if  it  means  anything,  it  announces  the 
treaty  as  a  rule  of  public  conduct,  as  a  law  ex- 
acting the  obedience  of  the  people.  Were  be  of 
the  opposite  side,  if  he  indeed  believed  ibis  treaty 
to  be  a  dead  letter  until  it  bad  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress,  be  would  lay  tbe  bill  on  the 
uble  and  move  an  inquiry  into  the  faet  why  the 
treaty  hu  been  proclaimed  as  a  law  before  it 
bad  reeeired  the  proper  aaaetion.  It  Is  trae,  the 
Bxecuitre  has  tranamitted  a  eopy  of  tbe  ircatr 
to  the  Houses  bat  has  he  icnt  the  ncgotiatiuBl 
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Bm  be  ffiren  aby  li|^t  to  jade*  wbv  it  should 
reecive  the  WDOtioD  of  this  body  ?  Do  geaile* 
■IM  mean  to  say  thMt  iDformation  is  not  needed ; 
that  dioDch  we  have  (be  right  to  pass  laws  to 
five  vali^ty  to  treaties,  yet  we  are  boond  by  a 
tBoral  obllgatioB  to  pass  eueb  laws?  To  talk  of 
tbe  right  of  tbis  Houh  to  sanction  treatiee,  aad 
•t  ibe  same  lime  to  assert  (hat  it  is  noder  a  nomi 
cUigatlon  not  to  withhold  that  saactton,  is  a  sol- 
ecism. No  sound  mind  that  understands  the 
terms  can  possibly  asaeot  to  it.  He  wogld  eau- 
the  House,  while  it  was  szteodiDg  its  pomra 
t«  «mc3  which  be  beliered  did  not  belong  to  it, 
to  take  care  teat  it  shonld  lose  its  subatantial  and 
UB^oobted  power.  He  would  put  it  on  its  guard 
against  the  dangerous  doctrine  that  it  can  in  any 
eaae  become  a  mere  registering  body.  Another 
faetin  regard  to  this  treaty.  It  does  ooi  sti)ni- 
late  that  a  law  should  pass  to  repeal  the  duties 
moposed  to  be  repealed  by  this  bill^  which  wooltf  ■ 
M  M  proper  form,  if  in  tbe  opiDioa  of  the  oego- 
tfatota  a  law  was  neeessaTy  t  but  it  siipulaics  in 
pmitive  terns  fat  their  repeal  without  coDsuIting 
or  regarding  ns. 

Hr.  C.  here  coDcludcd  this  part  of  the  discus- 
sion, by  stating  that  it  appeared  to  him,  from  the 
whole  complexioa  of  tbe  case,  that  the  bill  be- 
fiore  the  House  was  mere  form,  and  not  supposed 
to  be  necessary  to  tbe  ralidity  of  the  treaty.  It 
would  be  proper  however,  he  observed,  to  reply 
to  tbe  arguments  which  have  been  urged  on 
tbe  general  nature  of  the  treaty-making  power, 
am),  as  it  was  a  snbject  of  great  importance,  he 
salicited  the  attentive  hearing  of  the  House.  It 
is  not  denied,  be  believed,  that  tbe  President  with 
tba  eoneurreoee  of  two  thirds  of  the  Senate  have 
■  rigfat  to  make  eommereial  treaties;  it  is  not 
Mseritd  Ami  tbU  treaty  b  coached  in  such  gen- 
«nl  icms  at  to  rMviie  a  kw  to  eamr  ibc  d^ib 
ibtoaeeuiieo.  Why  then  is  tbia  WU  necessary? 
BaeauBti,  say  gentttmea,  that  the  treaty  of  itself, 
Witbeat  tbe  aid  of  tbis  btlt,  cannot  exempt  Brit- 
ish lonnage  and  goods  imported  in  their  bottoms, 
ftem  tbe  tmeratioo  of  the  law  laying  additioaal 
Anies  on  fureigu  tmaage  and  goods  imported  io 
foreign  Tessels;  or,  giving  the  question  a  more 
g— eial  form,  because  a  treaty  cannot  annul  a 
uw.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bas- 
■oua.)  who  argued  thb  point  very  distinctly, 
Chaiigli  not  satisfactorily,  took  as  bis  general  posi- 
tion, that  to  repeal  a  law  is  a  I^isbtive  aot, 
vd  can  only  be  done  by  law;  that,  in  tbe  distri- 
bMiOB  of  tbe  legislative  treaty-makiag  power,  the 
light  to  ivpnat  a  law  fcU  exetasively  under  tbe 
warn,  mw  docs  tUs  comport  with  the  ad- 
■isBioB  immediatdT  made  by  him,  that  the  Treaty 
^  Pcaee  repealed  tbe  act  declaring  war  ?  If  be 
admits  the  fact  io  a  single  ease,  whit  becomes  of 
hia  cxckuire  legislative  right  ?  He  indeed  felt 
that  his  ralefaiUd  him,  and  in  ezplaoatien  as- 
anmed  a  position  entirely  new ;  for  be  admitted 
that  when  the  treaty  did  that  which  was  not  au- 
ttofized  to  be  done  by  law,  it  did  not  require  (be 
■mction  of  Congress,  and  might  in  iu  operation 
Mfeal  a  law  iooonsisient  with  it.  He  said,  Coa- 
gMasjs  Mt  autboiiscd  to  make  peaee;  and  fee 


this  reason  a  Treaty  of  Peaee  rqieals  the  act  de> 
daring  war.  In  this  position,  he  nadenlood  his 
colleague  suhetaatiall^  to  concur.  He  boned  to 
make  it  appear  that,  in  uhing  tbis  ground,  tb«y- 
bave  both  yielded  tbe  point  in  diaeoiaion.  He 
would  establish,  be  trusted,  to  the  satiaflMim  (^ 
tbe  House,  that  the  treaty-making  power,  whan 
it  was  le^linutely  exercised,  always  did 
which  could  not  be  done  bylaw;  and  that  the 
reasons  advanced  to  prove  that  the  Treaty 
Peace  repealed  (he  act  making  war,  so  lar  Hom- 
being  peculiar  to  that  c(ue,  apply  to  all  iraadee. 
They  do  not  form  an  exception,  but  in  fact  con- 
stitute tbe  rule.  Why  then,  he  asked,  cannot 
Congress  make  peace?  They  have  the  power 
to  declare  war.  All  acknowledge  this  power. 
Peace  end  war  are  the  oppositeo.  Tbey  are  the 
positive  and  negative  terms  of  the  same  proposi- 
tion }  and  what  rule  of  coostruetioQ  more  elear, 
than  that  when  a  power  is  given  to  do  an  act,  the 
power  it  also  given  to  repeal  it  ?  By  what  right 
do  you  repeal  taxes,  rediMW  your  Amy,  lay  np 
your  Navy,  or  repeal  any  law,  bat  by  tbe  fbree  of 
tbis  plain  rule  of  construction?  Why  imuiot 
Congress  then  repeal  (he  act  declaring  war?  He 
acknowledged  wiib  tbe  gentleman,  they  cannot, 
consistently  with  reason.  Tbe  solution  of  this 
quesiioo  explained  the  whole  difficulty.  Tha 
reason  is  plain;  one  Power  may  make  war;  if 
requires  two  to  make  peace.  It  is  a  slate  of  mu- 
tual  amity  succeeding  mutual  hostility  ;  it  is  a 
eMte  that  cannot  be  created  but  with  (be  coascat 
of  both  parties.  It  required  a  contract  or  a  treaty 
between  tbe  nations  at  war.  Is  tbis  peculiar  to 
a  Treaty  of  Peace?  No,  it  is  common  to  idl 
treaties.  It  rises  out  of  their  nature,  and  not  frem 
any  accidental  cirannstauee  attacbiag  itself  to  m 
^rtionlar  class.  It  it  do  more  or  less  tbsa  that 
Congress  c&nnot  make  a  contract  with  a  foreifB 
nation.  Let  usapply  it  toa  treaty  of  eommerca— 
to  (his  very  case.  Cao  Congress  do  what  this 
treaty  has  done  ?  It  has  repMled  tbe  disorimi^ 
Dating  dutiea  between  tbis  country  and  Sn^nd. 
Either  could  by  law  repeal  its  own.  Bat  by  l«w> 
they  could  go  no  farther;  and  for  tbe  same  ren- 
son  that  peace  cauoot  be  made  by  law.  WheQ.< 
ever,  then,  an  ordinary  subject  of  legislation  «an 
only  be  regulated  by  contract,  it  passes  from  the 
apixen  of  the  ordinary  power  oi  making  lamf 
and  attaches  iuelf  to  that  of  making  treaties, 
wherever  it  is  lodged.  All  acknowledge  the  trath 
of  this  conclusion,  where  the  subject  on  which  the 
treaty  operates  is  not  expressly  given  to  Congress. 
Bat  in  other  cases  they  consider  the  two  powers  as 
concurrent ;  aad cencude,  from  tbe  aatureof  aueh 


ill  theyaoknowledge  the  oppotite,thatJaws  ob 
such  subjects  must  be  confirmed  by  treaties?  And 
if,  as  they  state,  a  law  can  repeal  a  treaty  when 
conearrent,  why  not  a  treaty  a  law?  Into  auh 
absurdities  do  false  doc(rines  lead.  The  tmth 
the  legislative  and  treaty-making  power,  ar»Bevcr 
in  the  siriet  sense  eoncutrent.  They  both  mf 
have  the  same  subject,  as  in  this  ease  coamerae; 
but  tbey  discharge  fuoclioas  as  di&reot  iu  rsla- 
tioa  to  k  in  their  natnce,  as  their  sol^t  ianlihfc 
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Vb«  m  speak  of  eencwreot  ^wen,  we  natn 
wtee  both  oen  do  the  tame  thiog^  bat  be  con- 
mdtd,  th«t  when  the  two  powers  under  diwas- 
m»  were  confined  to  their  proper  iphere,  not 
miff  the  Inw  codd  oot  do  wfats  eould  be  done  by 
tMtiTi  but  the  lemee  vne  true;  thnt  is,  tbe^ 
never  an  aor  cut  be  cencntrent  pown*  It  u 
(»lf  when  ve  raneon  m  cUs  si^jeci  tbnt  we  nii- 
like;  in  til  other  cann  ike  eomiwui  acDie  of  the 
fibuee  nod  coaatry  deeid*  aorreetlv.  It  is  pro- 
posed  lo  establish  some  ncQtaiion  of  cuameree ; 
we  yunediately  iaquire,  Sees  it  depend  on  oar 
wll ;  eaa  we  malw  the  desired  recolation  witb- 
ont  the  eoncunenee  of  any  foteiga  Power.  If  so, 
it  betoogs  to  Ooagress,  and  aor  ooe  woald  Icel  it 
to  be  absord  to  attempt  to  effect  it  b;  treaty.  Oa 
the  contrary,  does  it  require  the  cooseat  oi  a  for- 
eign Power;  is  it  pr^Msed  to  grant  afaror,  to 
Npeal  diacriminatiiig  daties  on  both  sides  ?  it  is 
a^^i^T       to  bdong  to  tbe  treaty  power;  aod 
he  would  be  thought  ioeaDe  who  wonld  propose 
to  abolish  the  diserimioating  duties  in  aosrcase, 
bf  an  act  of  the  Ameriean  Congress,   It  is  cal- 
enlated,  he  feb,  abBoel  to  insoh  the  good  sense  of 
the  Hocise,todweUon  a  point  apparently  soelear. 
What  ^n  would  he  infer  from  what  had  been 
adnnecd?  Thajt,  aeeordti^  to  the  ^nmentof 
irentlemo),  creatics,  prodneiig  a  state  of  ihiqp 
meoftsisteot  with  the  j^visioDs  of  «t  existiag 
law,  annul  sneh  prortsions.  But  as  he  did  not 
■gfce  with  tbea  in  tbe  view  which  they  took,  he 
vonkl  here  piesent  his  own  for  considcraiioB. 
Why  then  has  a  treaty  the  force  whieh  be  attri- 
hntoa  to  it  t   Becanse  it  is  ao  aot  ia  its  owa  Da- 
mn paramount  to  laws  made  by  tbe  eommon 
lagtslatire  powers  of  the  ooanlry.   It  in  in  fact  a 
law  and  something  more,  a  law  estaUished  by 
csateet  between  independent  nationa.  To  an- 
■lagiin  it  to  private  life,  law  has  the  same  rela- 
tiaas  to  treaty^  as  the  reaelntion  ulun  by  an  in- 
^Tidoal  to  his  eontnutt.  An  individMl  mny 
make  the  naoatdelibeEate  promise — he  may  swear 
i£  ua  the  most  ai^ma  form — that  he  would  aot 
sail  kii  h«M  or  any  other  property  he  may  have; 

r;  if.  he  wonld  atterwards  sell,  the  sale  woaU 
vatid  in  taw;  be  would  aot  be  admitted  in  a 
aourt  ofinstiee  to  plead  his  oath  against  his  con- 
traat.  Take  a  case  of  Qorcrameat  in  iu  simple 
fana,  where  it  was  parely  despotie,  that  is,  all 
Bowec  lodged  ia  the  bands  of  a  sti^e  iodiriduaL 
WooAd  aot  bis  treaties  repeal  inconsistent  edicts? 

i<ai  as  now  nseead  from  the  insinnees  eked,  to 
■Uastraac  the  nature  of  the  two  powers,  to  the 
peiaoiple  on  whicb  the  paramount  ehasaebsr  of  a 
iBcatf  rests.  A  treaty  always  affiutt  ^e  inter- 
ects  of  two;  a  law,  only  tbat  of  a  single  natioa. 
It  ia  aa  established  piineiple  of  ptditics  and  mo* 
taSaVf,  that  the  interest  of  the  maoy  is  pammouat 
to  tkat  of  the  iew.  In  laet,  it  is  a  prinoiple  so 
otdieaL  that  without  it  ao  system  of  monlity,  no 
nitiooal  setoae  of  Goraraineat,  eoirfd  exist.  It 
la  for  this  Rasoa  that  eontraeti^  or  that  treaties, 
wkiek  are  only  tbe  eonimels  of  independent  na- 
tiMH^or,  loexpresaboth  in  two  words,  uuit  plighted 
Wtk  kaa  ia  all  ems  aad  nations  beea  considered 
aa  nimia    Bat  it  is  said,  ia  o^oaition  to  tfaia 
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poeilioa,  that  a  subsequent  tow  oao  repeal  a 
: treaty;  aod  to  tbis  proposition,  be  understood 
tbat  tbe  member  from  North  Carolioa  (Mr.QaS' 
TOM^  assented.  Strictly  speaking,  he  denied  the 
fact.  He  knew  that  a  law  might  assume  the  ap- 
pearance of  repealiog  a  treaty;  but  he  iastsied  it 
woe  only  in  appearance,  snd  tbat^  In  poiatof  iact, 
it  was  not  a  repeal.  WheoeTer  a  law  was  pro- 
pesed,  declaring  a  treaty  void,  he  considcfed  that 
the  House  acted  oot  as  a  legislative  body,  bni 
judicially.  He  would  illustrate  his  ideas?  If 
the  House  is  a  moral  body,  that  is,  if  ix  is  gor- 
eriMd  by  reason  and  virtne,  whieh  itmustalwaya 
be  preeumed  to  be,  tbe  only  qaeatioa  that  eeer 
eotud  occupy  its  aueniion  whenever  a  treaty  ta 
to  be  declared  void,  is  whether,  under  all  of  tbe 
circumstances  of  the  ease,  tbe  treaty  e  not  al- 
ready destroyed,  by  being  violated  by  tbe  nation 
with  whom  it  is  made,  or  by  the  existence  of 
some  other  oireumstance,  if  other  there  can  be. 
Tbe  House  determines  this  question.  Is  the  conn- 
try  any  longer  bound  by  the  treaty  ?  Has  it  not 
ceased  to  exist  1  Tbe  nation  passes  in  jodgmevi 
on  its  own  contract ;  and  this,  from  tbe  nccessitf 
of  tbe  case,  as  It  admits  ao  anperior  power  to 
which  it  ean  refer  for  decision.  If  any  other  con^ 
sideratiMi  mores  tbe  House  to  repeal  a  treaty,  it 
can  be  considered  only  in  the  light  of  a  violaiioa 
of  a  eontmct  acknowledged  to  be  binding  on  the 
country.  A  nation  may,  it  is  troe,  violate  its 
cootract;  they  may  even  do  this  aoder  the  form 
of  law;  but  he  was  not  coasidering  what  might 
be  done,  bat  what  might  be  rightUilly  done.  It 
is  not  a  question  of  power,  but  o£  right.  Why 
are  aot  these  positions,  io  tfaemselTes  so  clear, 
nnirersally  assented  to  7  Qenilemea  arealarmea 
at  imaginary  consequences.  They  argoe  net  aa 
if  seeking  for  tbe  meaning  of  tbe  Consiituiioa, 
but  as  if  deliberating  on  the  subject  of  msking 
oae ;  not  as  mcmbere  of  the  Legislature,  and  aet4 
ing  under  a  Coasttiaiion  alieady  cstaUisbed,  bnl 
as  that  of  a  eonrenlion  about  to  frame  one.  For 
his  pari,  he  hadalways  regarded  the  Consihiilina 
as  a  WOK  of  great  wisdom,  and,,  being  tbe  Hislta> 
BUDi  under  which  we  existed  as  a  oody,  it  waa 
our  duty  to  bow  lo  its  enactments,  whatever  they 
may  be,  with  submissioa.  We  ought  searedy  to 
iodalge  a  wisb  that  its  provisions  should  be  diOeni 
cnc  from  what  they  in  fact  are.  The  eoase- 
qaeuoes,  however  which  appear  to  work  with  ao 
mach  terror  on  lae  minds  of  the  gentlemen,  ha 
considered  to  be  withont  any  just  founilatieo. 
Tbe  traaty-makkg  power  has  moay  and  power- 
fol  limits ;  and  it  will  be  found,  when  he  came  to 
discuss  what  those  limits  are,  that  it  caaaet  de- 
atroy  the  Constitntioo,  oar  personal  liberty,  ia- 
volve  us  without  the  assent  of  this  House  in  war, 
or  grant  away  onr  moacy.  The  limits  he  pro* 
poMd  to  this  power  are  not  the  same,  it  is  trtie. 
but  they  apnearad  to  him  maoh  moia  ntionai 
and  powerfu  than  those  whieh  wcse  suf^ioead  to 
iraeat  effeelnal  guards  to  its  abuse.  Let  us  now 
consider  what  they  are?  The  gtaat  of  tbe  powei! 
to  taake  treaties  is  couched  is  the  most  geatai 
terms.  The  words  of  tbe  Constitution  are,  Ihab 
the  PteudeAt  shall  bare  power,  by  aad  with  that 
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adrice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  trea- 
ties, provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
concur.  Id  a  subsequent  part  of  the  Consiiiu* 
lion,  treaties  are  declared  to  be  tbe  sopreme  law 
of  the  land.  Whatever  limits  are  imposed  on 
those  geo%ral  terms  oagbt  to  be  the  result  of  the 
sound  eoDstrootion  of  the  iostmmeot.  There 
•ppcarcd  to  hion  but  two  resirietione  on  its  ezer- 
eise;  Ibc  one  derived  from  the  nature  of  our 
GOTsmmcnt,  and  the  other  from  ibat  of  tbe  power 
itself.  Host  eenainly  all  grants  of  power  under 
IheCoDatiiatioo  roust  be  controlled  by  that  instru- 
meat;  for,  having  their  exisience  from  it,  they 
mast  of  necessity  assume  that  form  wt}ich  tbe 
Cooslitotion  has  imposed.  This  is  acknowledged 
to  be  true  of  tbe  legislative  power,  and  it  is  doubt- 
less equally  so  of  tbe  power  to  make  treaties. 
The  limits  of  the  former  are  eiactly  marked;  it 
was  necessary  to  prevent  collision  with  similar 
co-existing  State  powers.  This  country  is  divi- 
ded into  many  distinct  sovereignties.  Exact  enu- 
neraiion  here  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  most 
dangerous  consequences.  The  enumeration  of 
IrgisUtive  powers  in  the  Constitution  baa  rela- 
tion then,  not  lo  tbe  trcaty>power,  but  to  the  pow- 
«»  of  tbe  Slate.  In  our  relation  to  the  rest  of 
the  world  tbe  eaae  is  reversed.  Here  the  Slates 
diaappear.  Divided  within,  we  ^^naot  the  exte- 
lior  of  nndivided  sovereignty.  The  wisdom  of 
the  Constitution  appears  conspicuous.  When 
tnamcration  was  needed,  there  we  find  the  powers 
enumerated  and  ezaotly  defined }  when  not^  we 
do  not  find  what  would  be  vain  and  pernicious. 
Whatever,  then,  coneeriw  our  foreign  relations} 
whatever  lequires  tbe  consent  of  another  nation, 
belongs  to  tbe  treaty  power;  can  only  be  regulated 
by  it;  and  it  is  competent  to  regulate  all  such 
subjects;  provided,  and  here  are  its  true  limits, 
such  regulations  are  not  inconsistent  with  tbe 
Constitution.  If  so  they  are  void.  No  treaty 
can  alter  tbe  fabric  of  our  Government,  nor  can 
it  do  that  which  the  Constitution  hat  expressly 
forbad  to  be  done;  nor  ean  it  do  that  differently 
whieh  is  directed  to  be  done  in  a  given  modej 
and  all  other  mod  A  probibited.  For  instance,  the 
Constitution  of  tbe  United  Slates  say^  no  money 
"shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  but  by  an 
appropriation  made  by  law."  Of  course  no  snb- 
sidy  can  be  granted  without  an  act  of  law,  and  a 
treaty  of  alliance  eonld  not  involve  the  country 
in  war  wiihoni  the  consent  of  this  House.  With 
this  limitation  it  is  eauy  to  ezplaia  the  case  put 
by  my  coUngue,  wbo  said  that,  according  to  one 
limitation,  a  treaty  might  have  prohibited  ibe 
introduction  of  a  certain  description  of  persons 
before  tbe  year  1808,  notwitbstaodiDg  the  clause 
in  the  Constitution  to  the  contrary.  Mr.  C.  said 
that  he  would  speak  plainly  on  this  point;  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Constitution  that  tbe  slave 
trade  should  be  tolerated  till  the  time  mentioned. 
It  covered  him  with  eonfosion  to  name  it  here. 
He  fell  ashamed  of  soeb  a  tolemnee,  aod  took  a 
largo  part  of  tbe  disgrace,  as  he  represented  s 
part  or  the  Union  by  whose  infiucnee  it  might  be 
supposed  to  have  been  iniroduecd.  Though  Con 
gnaa  alono  is  prohibited  by  the  words  of  ih 


clause  from  inhibiting  that  odious  traffic,  yet  his 
colleague  would  admit  that  it  was  inteoded  to  be 
a  general  prohibition  on  the  Government  of  the 
UaioD.   He  perceived  bis  colleague  tadicated 
his  dissent.   It  will  be  necessary  to  be  more  ex- 
plicit.  Here  Mr.  C.  read  that  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  showed  that  tbe  word  "Coogreai^ 
might  be  left  out,  in  conformity  to  other  psiU  of 
the  Constitntion.  without  injury  to  tbe  sense  of 
tbe  elause;  and  ne  insisted  that  tbe  plain  mean- 
ing of  (he  parties  to  the  Constitution,  wa^  that 
tbe  trade  should  continue  till  1808,  aod  tnat  a 
prohibition  by  treaty  would  be  equally  against 
the  spirit  of  tbe  instrument.  Besides  these  Coa- 
stitutional  limits,  the  treaty  power,  like  all  pow- 
ers, has  others  derived  from  its  object  aod  nature. 
It  has  for  its  object  cootracts  with  foreign  na- 
tions, as  tbe  powers  of  Congress  have  for  their 
object  whatever  can  be  done  in  relation  to  tbe 
powers  delegated  to  it  without  the  consent  of 
foreign  nations.   Bach  in  its  oroper  sphere  oper- 
ates with  general  influence;  but  when  they  be- 
came erratic,  then  they  were  porientoas  and  dan- 
gerous.  A  treaty  never  can  legitimately  do  that 
which  can  he  done  by  law ;  and  tbe  converse  is 
also  true.  Soppose  the  discriminating  duties  re- 
pealed m  both  sides  by  law,  yet  what  is  cfEeatad 
by  this  treaty  wouM  not  even  then  be  done;  tbe 
plighted  faith  would  be  wanting.  Bithec  side 
might  repeal  its  law  without  breach  of  contnet. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  gentlemen  are  too  mneh 
influenced  on  tbe  subject  by  the  example  of 
Great  Britain.  Instead  of  looking  to  the  nature 
of  our  Grovernment,  they  have  been  swayed  in 
their  opinion  by  the  praotice  of  that  Govnnment 
to  whieh  we  are  but  too  much  in  the  habit  of 
looking  for  precedents.   Much  anxiety  has  re- 
cently been  evinced  to  be  independent  of  Eaglisb 
broadcloths  aod  muslins.   He  hoped  it  indicated 
the  approach  of  a  period  when  we  should  also 
throw  off  the  thraldom  of  thought.   Tbe  truth 
is,  but  little  aoalogy  exiifts  between  this  aod  any 
other  Government.  It  is  tbe  pride  of  ours  to  be 
founded  in  reasfm  and  equity;  all  others  have 
originated  more  or  less  in  frand,  violence,  or  acci- 
dent.  Tbe  right  to  make  treaties  in  England 
can  only  be  determined  by  the  practice  of.  that 
Government,  as  sbe  has  no  written  Constitution. 
Her  practice  may  be  wise  in  regard  to  her  Gtov- 
ernment,  when  it  would  be  very  imprudent  here. 
Admitting  the  fact  to  be,  theOj  that  the  King  ro- 
fers  all  cummercisl  treaties  affecting  the  munici- 
pal regulatious  of  the  country  to  Parliament,  for 
Its  sanction,  the  ground  would  be  very  feeble  to 
prove  that  to  be  the  intention  of  our  Coostitutioo. 
Strong  difference  exists  between  the  forms  of  the 
two  Governments.   The  King  is  hereditary ;  he 
alone,  without  ibe  participation  of  either  House 
of  Parliament,  nc^^tiates  and  makes  treaties; 
they  have  no  Constitution  emanating  from  the 
people,  alike  superior  to  tbe  Legixlature  aod  the 
King.  Not  so  here.  Tbe  President  is  eleeled 
fm  a  short  period ;  he  is  amenable  to  the  pablie 
upinioa;  he  is  liable  to  be  impeached  for  eorrnp- 
lion ;  he  cannot  make  treaties  without  the  eoa- 
eufeoee  of  two4hicds  <d  the  Seaaie,  a  Cut  nrf 
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naleral  to  be  remembered,  which  body  is  in  like 
miRBrr  responsible  to  the  people  at  periods  not 
Tery  remote  *,  abore  all,  as  the  taws  and  Consti- 
(DtioD  are  here  perfectly  distinct,  and  the  latter 
is  alike  superior  (o  laws  and  treaties,  the  treaty 
fomn  cannot  ehan^  the  form  of  QoTeroment, 
or  encroach  on  the  liberties  of  the  country,  wiib- 
OQt  eneroaehiBg  ob  that  iostrnment,  which,  so 
lon^  as  the  people  are  free,  will  be  watched  with 
viffilaoce. 

Mr.  Rahdolpb  said,  when  be  took  hia  seat  yes- 
terday, or  rather  before  he  was  qualified  to  take 
hia  seat,  he  had  eoasidered  the  bill  then  and  now 
voder  discussion  as  ooe  of  perhaps  as  trivial  n  na- 
ture as  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  this  House, 
or  of  any  Iwiklatire  body.  But,  of  this  bill,  it 
might  be  said,  mre*  ae^ptml  emdo;  and  of  this 
perhaps  he  was  about  to  afford  the  House  some 
proof,  by  adding  his  little  rill  to  swell  the  torrent 
of  debate  to  which  this  bill  bad  giveo  rise.  Cer- 
tainly—and he  knew  with  what  susnieioos  such 
^eelaraiioos  were  generally  received,  but  he  spoke 
it  botia he  bad  no  ialentioo  lo  utter  one 
word  00  the  subject  until  he  heard  doctrines 
against  which  he  felt  himself  bound  to  enter  his 
solemn  protest.   He  might  say  of  this  bill,  as  of 
some  disease,  the  danger  was  in  the  mode  of 
treatment,  in  the  doctor,  and  not  in  the  disease. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
wonid  pardon  him  wben  he  had  heard  doctrines 
from  him  this  day,  agaiosi  which  be  felt  it  his 
solemn  and.  boatiden  duty  to  enter  bis  protest. 
There  was  nothing  in  this,  be  knew,  to  alarm 
the  ^tlciaaDf  for  it  was  the  protest  of  a  feeble 
bnlatcd  iikdividoal,  but  of  an  indiTidoal  who 
voold  discharge  his  duty  off  this  floor  and  on 
this  floor,  miih  the  same  zeal  and  perseverance 
as  if  be  commanded  a  majority  of  the  Houiie  at 
bis  beck.    If  he  understood  the  gentlemao,  Mr. 
R.  said,  be  had  declared  that  a  treaty,  being  of  the 
natttre  of  a  compact,  touching  the  interests  of 
etbcr  nations  than  our  own,  it  therefore  follow- 
ed, that  the  treaty-making  power,  so  long  as  it 
confined  itself  to  its  own  sphere,  that  of  contract ; 
so  loQg  as  it  received  equivalents  for  what  it 
gave,  whether  real  or  nominal,  accordiog  to  the 
gentleman's  doctrine  no  matter — they  are  not 
lo  bt)  crippled  up,  not  to  be  examined;  that  in- 
asrooeh  as  the  interest  of  two  aatioos  iostead 
of  oae,  were  conceroed  in  all  ireatiea;  therefore 
the  trcaiy-makiag  power  is  panmooat  to  the 
l^fslalive  powe^-did  be  or  did  he  aot  aoder- 
Biaod  the  oeBtlenaa  1  It  was  impossible  to  mis- 
VDifimtana  him  i  for,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  stated 
fcis  poaitioos  with  b  precision  and  clearness  which 
left  DO  room  for  donbt— yes,  that  treaties,  being 
Mtamoant,  of  course  repealed  the  law  of  the 
nad,  80  far  as  Ibe  law  of  the  land  came  Into  eol- 
lision  with  any  article  of  a  treaty  which  was 
confined  lo  the  legitimate  ubjecb*  ol  a  treaty  ,  vizi 
to  cootraets  with  another  nation.   But  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carolioa  had,  with 
peeuiiar  infelicity  of  illoatration,  drawn  exainples 
from  despotic  Qoveromeots.    Would  a  treaty 
made  by  ^  Saltaa  of  Constantinople  or  ao  Bm- 
ftior  of  Vrasee  go  to  repeal  a  law  of  the  Torkiah 


or  French  empire  ?  Certainty  it  voolt).  For 
what  are  the  laws  of  a  despotic  monarchy  bat 
the  breath  of  the  sovereign,  call  him  what  you 
will?  And  was  that  an  analiigy  on  which  to  found 
a  construction  of  our  Constitution,  on  which  the 
gentleman  had  ttestowetl  so  high  but  not  unde- 
served an  eulogium  ?  No ;  it  wss  because  a 
treaty  made  by  a  despotic  Power  will  repeat  the 
law  of  the  land  there,  that  a  treaty  made  by  Pres* 
iilential  authority  will  not  repeal  the  law  of  the 
land  here.  To  come  to  the  gentleman's  experi- 
merUem  crucia,  and  try  the  strength  of  his  arga- 
ment,  thata  treaty  is  paramount  to  the  law  of 
the  land.  Su^ipObe  the  Treaty  of  Peace  bad  con- 
tained a  provisioB  for  ceding  away  a  part  or  the 
whole  of  Sonlh  Carolina,  as  Bn  eqaivalent  for 
Jamaica,  for  territory  in  India,  or  for  Ireland. 
Would  the  gentlemao  coosidersuch  a  stipulation, 
although  in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  as  amouniiag 
to  a  law  of  the  land?  But,  perhaps,  be  said,  he 
should  be  told  that  that  wliicb  is  paramount  to 
the  law  of  the  land,  is  not  paramount  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  that  the  Constitution  prohibits  the 
cession  of  a  State  or  part  of  a  State  to  a  foreign 
Power.  It  was  unquestionably  true,  whatever 
might  be  bis  opinion,  that  such  is  not  the  univer- 
sal opinion ;  altbough  it  might  perhaps  be  proved 
by  the  event,  that  as  Ibe  United  Slates  had  here- 
tofore acquired  territorv  by  treaty,  we  have  also 
parted  with  territory  by  treaty — as  in  the  in- 
stance of  Moose  Island,  and  it  may  be.  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  new  boundary  line  to  be  run  be* 
iweeu  Da  and  Canada,  that  it  may  be  so  run  as 
to  take  off  part  of  the  territory  whieh  was  a  part 
of  the  (Toited  States— yes,  a  part  of  the  good  old 
thirteen  United  States. 

But,  the  gentlemao  had  said  something  of  the 
effect  of  a  contract  of  an  individual  un  an  oath 
previously  taken.  What  analogy,  Mr.  R.  asked, 
was  there  between  the  absurd  and  preposierooa 
conduct  of  ao  individual  who  attempts  to  lie  him- 
self up  by  an  oath  from  Imprudence,  from  the 
gambling-table,  from  the  bottle,  from  squandering 
bis  estate,  Ac,  and  the  acts  of  Gurernment,  espe- 
cially as  those  acts  are  affected  by  the  acts  of 
two  branches  of  the  Qovernment  farthest  re- 
moved from  the  people,  who  do  not  speak  their 
sense  as  much  as  we  du  ?  Mr.  R.  here  ezprpssed 
a  doubt  whether,  from  having  been  out  of  the 
habit  of  speakiog  aod  having  overstrained  bis 
voice,  he  had  been  able  to  make  himself  under- 
stood. He  then  adverted  to  the  observation  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  have  an  unqnestiooable  right 
to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war  by  mak- 
ing a  Treaty  of  Peace,  over  which  this  House 
could  have  no  control.  Mr.  R.  agreed  with  that 
gentleman,  that  the  exercij<e  of  the  power  to  put 
ao  end  to  the  calamities  of  war,  was  the  must 
important  ever  granted  by  a  free  peopte,  except 
the  exercise  of  the  power  to  declare  war.  He 
agreed  also  with  the  gentleman,  after  Congress 
bad  declared  war.the  Pre^iJvnt  and  S-nate  might 
by  treaty  restore  the  »tnte  of  peace ;  but  lie  could 
oot  agree  with  the  gentleman,  that  a  treaty,  al- 
tbooi^  it  should  confine  itself  to  what  the  gca- 
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Uenao  called  a  contract,  was  paramount  to  law, 
and  competent  to  repeal  exUtiog  law*.  Suraose 
thai  the  Treaty  of  Peace  bad  be«o  a  treaty  of  al- 
lUuwfc  and  had  stipulated  ikat  the  United  9tttei 
sbontd  Utv  an  armv  of  aa  hundred  thousand 
neDjand  that  thevthould  be  sent  to  the  Cooti- 
noit  to  aid  the  British,  Prussian,  and  Aastrian 
arms  on  the  plains  of  Waterloo— would  this 
House  have  been  bound  to  raise  the  men  ?  Would 
Congress  have  been  bound  to  proride  the  means 
of  roaintaioioff  them?  Ceruialy  not. 

In  the  declaration  of  war,  H  had  been  asgued, 
by  the  geatlemdn  from  South  Carolina,  that  the 
House  liad  acted  in  a  judicial  capccity.  In  a 
judicial  capacity!  exclaimed  Mr.R.  He  had 
heard  it,  he  said,  in  and  out  of  this  House,  ques- 
tioned whether  this  House  acted  jtidtciotwy  ia 
decUriof  war,  but  he  nerer  beara  it  before  aaa- 
gested  whether  or  not  they  had  acted  judieiaS^ 
oa  that  occasion.  He  had  nerer  belore  bea«a 
it  doubted,  whetbex  the  CoDjpas  in  passing  anjr 
act,  afiti^  judicially  or  lcgi«latircl|'.  [Mr.  Otxr 
HODH  here  made  a  brief  explanatioo  and  state- 
ment of  the  txtODt  of  his  position.]  Mr.  R.  ex- 
messed  his  obligation  to  the  geotleman  for  bar- 
ing slated  his  argunient  exaetty  as  he  had  at  first 
vuMlerstood  it.  He  would  put  it  to  this  Houscu 
to  the  nation,  to  erery  man,  woman,  and  child 
in  the  nation.  Suppose  the  Treaty  of  Loodoa 
had  been  uiuuspended  by  the  truce  of  Amiens, 
would  the  declaration  of  war  with  Great  Brkain 
hare  pni  an  end  to  that  treaty  7  It  would ; — and 
would  that  act  hare  been  a  judicial  act,  wbea 
4be  cooseat  of  the  President  and  Senate  was  ne- 
aessary  to  our  acting  at  all  1  Did  the  gentleman 
mean  to  say.  continued  Mr.  R.,  that  wbea  tbe 
Treaty  with  France  was  repealed  by  an  act  mak- 
ing war,  during  Mr.  Adans's  adounistraiion,  it 
was  repraled  by  a  judicial  Ht  7  Waa  it  pombla  % 
Was  there  a  man  wide  awake  wba  could  ad- 
nnca  sueh  an  opinion  1  This  House,  h«  said, 
acted  judicially  when  it  decided  on  the  qualifi- 
cations of  a  member;  the  Senate  wbea  it  tried 
an  impeaebmeou  But  how  could  that  be  a  ju- 
dicial act  which  read« — Be  it  enacted  by  the  Siei^ 
ateaad  Boim  of  BepretmUUivee,  fc.  Go  to  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  tbe 
colls  be  still  in  czistenoe,  and  see  in  what  that 
act  difiers  from  any  other— the  title  is  as  plain, 
the  parchHiient  as  smooth.  This  act,  whicn  re- 
pealed as  existing  treaty,  which  treaty  eould  not 
W  rerired  after  peace,  unless  renewed  aad  again 
ratified,  difiiBrs  in  no  respect  of  form  er  solemnity 
from  the  simplest  law  erer  made  for  tbe  relief  of 
a  petitioner  wfore  this  House.  It  does  not  difiisr 
fiom  any  other  l^islatire  act ;  and  yoa  hare  no 
jndicial  power,  as  far  as  my  reeoUectioo now  sup- 
plies me,  beyond  the  ri^bi  to  try  the  title  to  a 
meubei^  seat,  and  tk»  right  to  expel  a  refractory 
and.  disorderly  member. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  the 
comparison  between  tbe  constitution  of  Great 
Kiiaio  aad  that  of  the  United  States,  eoosideriog 
it  iirclerant.  Mr.  R.  agreed  that  our  Constitu- 
tion was  to  be  found  in  the  charter,  and  in  the 
pitctiea  under  the  ConstiMtion,  whctbN  kgialar 
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tire  or  judicial,  iMvridcd  the  pice«d«nt»  «e  taken 
from  good  Constitutionnl  iittco— for  be  wonU 
never  uke  precedents  under  any  ndminiatraiion 
during  times  of  great  tutbuicDee  or  ezeiMMI, 
when  the  best  of  us  are  under  tenputieoii,  to 
which  BMst  of  us  yield,  of  earryioKour  passiMs 
and  prejudicM  into  public  life.  With  all  due 
submission  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Can- 
Una,  and  to  this  HtMwe,  Mr.  R.  said  he  did  declare 
that  the  President  and  Senate  did  not  aad  never 
had  posseesed  the  power^  by  any  co&trwct  wllb  a 
foreign  Power,  of  repealing  any  law  of  the  laod, 
or  enacting  any  law  in  iu  stead.  This  he  said, 
was  his  optnion  of  this  great  Conttitational  quee- 
tioa ;  be  had  expressed  it  in  this  hasty  way,  un- 
der the  escitenent  of  the  abhorrence— he  hoped 
the  gentleman  would  pardon  himi  it  had  nothing 
personal  in  it— of  the  abhorrence  he  felt  at  the 
doctrine  which  the  gaatlemaa  hud  uuered  on  this 
floor— a  doctrine  wnioh  thcM  was  a  tine  vhea 
it  wobU  hare  been  euUed  highly  federal  dootiiae ; 
and  entttttly  not  tha  less  otyeeiiooable  to  Mr.  R. 
oa  that  account,  either  at  that  time  or  thie— the 
doctrine  that,  so  long  as  they  eould  And  anoihcc 
power  to  contract  with,  the  Preaident  and  Beaate 
might  exeretse  a  power  paramount  to  all  law, 
though  not  to  the  Consutution.  This  was  too 
dangerous  a  power  to  be  given  to  the  Presideac 
and  Seaate  under  such  a  sweepiag  clause.  Jf 
this  bill  had  passed  through  this  House  «uh  etfaa<i», 
if  it  had  been  carried  or  rejected,  he  should  never 
bare  thought  much  of  it;  for  it  would  nerer  bare 
assumed  to  him  that  aspect,  which  it  had  done 
since  Uiis  morning— since  the  geotleman  bad  a^ 
snted,  that  so  long  as  tlwy  confined  themaelres 
to  the  l^itvnate  sphere  of  eoatraet,  the  PresI* 
dent  and  Seoau  might  exercise  a  power  sufsaipr 
to  all  law  whaterer. 

Mr.  R.  mid,  he  waa  happy  to  find,  howerei; 
that  the  genuaman  bad,  m  a  degroe,  disaqiutad 
the  horrid  pbaotma  which  had  so  much  alaimad 
not  his  imugination  but  his  judgaent.  Thegeur 
tieman  had  admitted,  that  there  wasaaeitaia  iBi> 
flfience — a  certain  Constitutional  check  on  the 
President  and  Senate  of  the  Uoiied  States — for 
examplft  impeachment  as  ruarded  the  Presideac 
and  public  opinion  as  regarded  tbe  Senate— end 
that  the  spirit  of  tbe  Constitution  would  at  aU 
times  meliorate  the  power  which,  in  the  genik*- 
man's  opinion,  tbe  PreaidoBt  and  Senate  possessed 
of  riolatiiig  every  law  of  the  land.  Mr.R.graoted 
that  this  was  tbe  case,  aad  that  the  first  refleeUaa 
on  it  had  caused  Mr.  R.  himself  to  depreciate  thi> 
bill  below  its  actual  importaoec — for  h«  reaUf 
had  thought  ihe  House  was  making  a  great  deal 
out  of  nothing,  awulling  a  molahiU  into  a  aoonr 
tain— until  he  heard  Iba  debate^  when  ha  beeawt 
convinced,  ia  so  fiir  aa  the  power  of  the  Houaa 
of  Repreeuitatires  ww  imporunt  in  tho  CoueU^ 
tution  of  the  United  States,  atyfw  as  it  behoovai 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  hold  the  power 
which  had  been  conferred  on  them,  for  tbe  » 
tion's  good,  by  the  nation ;  that,  so  far,  this  vas 
a  question  of  importance.  That  tbe  time  sboald 
erer  come  when  the  President  of  the  United 
States  should  dui«  to  negotiate  a  treaty  which 
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wottld  neet  with  the  decided  reprobation  of  the 
pec^e  of  the  eoantrfand  ibeir  Represenlailves, 
wms  another  qoeitiee ;  tbat  tli«  tine  sboald  erer 
come  whe«  the  Hoom  of  RepreteDtatlTee  wonid 
ever  have  the  laeiriKty  to  reflise  to  pass  laws  to 
earry  into  tfeet  siKb  a  treaty,  ia  also  another 
qneatiQii.   1  do  oet  belicTe,  said  he,  (addremior 
the  Breaker,)  that  either  of  tbeae  periods  will 
happeD  ift  onr  KfiB  time,  or  in  roan }  beeatise  I 
beiiere,  lir— 1  h<^  I  am  aot  mifltaken— tbat  the 
yood  •ease  of  the  peo{rfe  of  the  United  States,  if 
11  please  €bd  to  permit  m  to  remain  itt  peaces 
that  their  good  sease  will,  in  spite  of  all  the  effi>rta 
t»  awcU  ap  gteat  standio^rraies,  nfghtjr  naTies^ 
hMTT  taoes^  »d  le  adTiaec  the  glorv  (as  it  i« 
eiMea)  of  die  CtonniiMBt  wider  wbieh  I  tire,  ia 
the  tleod  asd  misery  ef  the  people— tbat  tbey  will 
^t  an  ead,  aa  tfaer  bare  oace  before  pat  an  end 
to  saeb  proieetB,  the  same  in  kind  bat  MMeriag  in 
<fagiM  diahriag  iadeed,  beeaase  infiailely  below 
-what  linffeseea  for  soom  time  {wst  agitated. 
And  whether  the  Hoase  of  Representatirea  de- 
clare with  the  honorable  genttemen  on  the  other 
side  ef  the  Hooae,  that  we  bare  the  power,  or 
with  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  tbat  we 
have  not  the  powc*  or  the  r^^hi  to  pass  this  bill— 
dariaf  yoar  Hj»-ti«M  and  mine,  the  Constitutioa 
will  not  be  violated.   This  bill,  Mr.  R.  repeated, 
was  not  of  m«eh  napertance  in  its  matter,  bat  in 
the  maaaer  ef  f«s  dtaeamon.  By  way  of  pinning 
the  henotabte  ^eatlemaB  down,  naid  be,  let  me 
eoDclade  tht  fv^  erade  remaAs  I  have  to  make, 
by  this  qacBtioca ;  snppoae  tbat  a  part  of  tbe  eon- 
tnet  by  the  laM  iieatv  had  been,  tbat  eaeh  party 
abeoM  bnia>  sink,  or  aismantte  »  eqoal  namber 
af  8hi|»-or-tbe-ltne,  frigates,  and  so  en— tbat  pro- 
visioa  woald  require  no  appropriation ; — or,  sap- 
pose  Ike  tnatv  had  contained  a  stipulation  to  de- 
stroy ail  oar  flcM,  pivrided  Great  Britain  wonM 
destroy  aa  equ^  number  ef  hers— this  would  hare 
re^Hred  do  aypiopriatioa ;  it  would  bare  been 
withn  the  legKioMte^ereef  contracts;  it  would 
have  heea  a  bargain ;  it  would  baT«  eren  bad  re- 
eiproeity   it  woald  have  hepr  tbe  word  of  promise 
to  the  mi,  bat  broke  it  to  the  hope.   Bat  then, 
naid  Mi.It.,  oemes  In  the  power  of  impeachment— 
Ae  gmi  remedy }  I  hare  no  idea  of  it — h  has 
hcen  trM  and  found  wanting,  in  tbe  ea«e  of  a 
aembcr  ef  the  ether  House,  and  in  the  ease  of  a 
higbjodicialaSocr.  Tbepowerofiaipeaehmeet, 
be  said,  appeared  to  Uaa  to  be  not  the  dailf  bread, 
b«t  the  estreme  mcdieiae  ef  tbe  CJonstttution. 
He  had  no  faith  in  it-— he  bad  no  faith  in  a  course 
of  BMreary,  to  remre  health  and  vigor  to  that 
ooMtJtoiioft  whiah  was  broken  down  by  disease— 
Mr  did  he  believe.  If  s«eb  a  stipalalloB  as  he  had 
reprcsMkled  bad  been  fooad  ia  a  treaty,  thai  a 
laajorhy  uf  ibis  Boura  eoald  have  been  found  to 
vole  for  aa  nupeachment.  Impeachment,  Mr. 
R.  said,  extends  to  )oss  of  office,  lo  disquatifica- 
lieo}  tbat  majf  be  a  terrible  punisbment  to  the 
yawDgaad  a«piriog;  butto  those  who  are  retiring 
from  the  porrtical  theatre,  amidst  the  plaudits  of 
a  great  part  of  the  nation  ever  which  they  preside, 
eaah  a  MMshneat  had  no  terrors*  Mr,  R,  eon*" 
^Mt^^rmfirngfU  UHivrttht  had  neipawad- 
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on  the  House  too  long ;  he  could  not,  however, 
repress  the  expression  of  bis  horror  at  the  doe- 
trmes  which  bad  been  advanced— doctrines,  if 
they  prevailed,  subversive  n«t  only  of  tbe  ConsU- 
tution  of  tbe  United  Slates,  but  of  all  free  gor- 
eroment  whatever. 

Mr.  Kiifo,  of  Massachusetts,  spohe  aa  follow* ; 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  vote  which  I  shall  give 
upon  this  bill,  will  differ  from  those  which  will 
be  given  by  those  friends  with  whom  I  have  tbe 
pleasure  generally  to  act,  I  owe  it  to  them  and  lo 
mysdf  to  exf^io,  as  briefly  as  possible,  tbe  rea- 
sons  of  that  vot^  leaving  the  ^eral  ai^meal 
to  oihm  more  aUe  and  willing  to  discnsa  It. 
When  this  subjeel  was  firat  started  in  the  Heasej 
when  this  bill  was  first  introduoed,  and  it  was  ob- 
served by  many  gfeatlemen  that  no  bill  was  no* 
eessary,  that  the  convention  was  already  tbe  law 
of  the  land,  without  mneh  reflection  I  inelfned  to 
tbat  opinion ;  concinding  tbat  what  was  already 
tbe  law  of  the  land,  could  not,  by  any  act  of  one, 
be  more  the  law  of  the  land.  But,  sir,  when,  in 
the  course  of  debate,  I  beard  my  honorable  friend 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gabton)  apeak  ef  tlie 
meral  «rf>Iigation  whteii  this  House  was  under  to 
appropriate  money  to  carry  an^  treaty  stipolatloa 
into  effect,  which  might  require  the  aid  of  Con- 
gress, and  of  the  awral  responsibility  we  should 
incur,  were  we  to  refuse  to  make  such  appropria- 
tioB,  be  appeared  to  acknowledge  a  case  where  a 
treaty  was  not  eem|dete  without  legislative  aid, 
and  that  the  House  might  incur  the  respenaibiUly 
of  refunag  soeh  aid ;  my  first  imprcsrioo  I  tfaer^ 
fore  thoa^t  wrong,  and  with  the  treaty,  the  bill, 
and  tbe  ConstitoUon,  before  ae,  I  was  determiaea 
to  investigate  the  subject  attentively  on  its  mai^ 
its,  with  such  light,  however  dim,  as  the  Bepreme 
Iwstower  of  every  good  gift  had  seen  fit  16  im- 
part to  me.  Of  the  opinion  out  of  doors  and  of 
the  times,  I  know  aotbiog ;  to  confess  to  you  tbe 
truth,  sir,  I  was  afVmid  to  recur  to  opinions  of  otber 
times,  lest  they  should  have  been  praduoed  by 
an  excitenwoi  unfavorable  toeorreet  eoaclnsioas 
in  polities.  Tlie  revolt  of  mj  investigation  on 
this  subject  is:  that  whenever  a  treaty  or  ooo- 
ventioB  does,  by  any  o[  its  provisions,  eacreaeh 
neon  any  of  the  enumerated  powers  vested  by  tbe 
C^MWtitution  in  the  Congrces  of  the  United  Sauei, 
or  any  of  the  laws  hy  them  enacted  ia  exeeaiiott 
t)i  these  powers,  snoh  treaty  or  eonvention,  after 
being  ratified^  imwt  be  laid  before  Ooamas,  and 
such  provisims  cannot  be  earried  intoeacetwhh- 
otit  an  aot  of  Congress.  Fw  iaiUiice,  wbeaever 
a  treaty  aSected  duties  on  imports,  enlawiog  or 
diminishing  them,  as  the  present  one  did  to  di- 
minish; wbeaever  a  treaty  went  to  relate  com- 
merce with  foreign  aatioae,  as  that  expressly  did 
with  one,  as  the  power  to  lay  duties  aod  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  are  expressly  given 
to  Congress,  such  provisions  of  such  treaty  most 
receive  tbe  sanction  of  Congress  before  they  can 
be  considered  as  obligatory  aod  as  part  of  the 
muaicipal  law  of  this  comtry.  Aod  this  oon- 
stroetion  is  strengtheaed  by  a  part  of  the  general 
power  given  to  Coagrcss.  followiog  tbe  eaamer- 
aMd  pawm,  '^-to  nafee  all  hnrs  which  aball  he 


Digitized  by 


6S9  HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS.  MO 


H.OP  R. 


'  necessary  and  proper,  for  carryiog  into  execa- 
'  tioa  tbe  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers 
'  Tested  by  the  Constitution  in  tbe  Gorerninent 

*  of  tbe  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or 

*  office  thereof."  In  other  words,  for  carryiog 
into  exeeutioD  the  treaty-making  power  (that  be* 
jog  among  the  other  powers)  in  all  cases  where 
it  has  been  exercised  on  subjects,  placed  by  the 
OonstitutioQ  within  the  control  of  the  legislative 
dtparimeot.  Thtsconstruetion  is  further  strength- 
ened by  the  concession  of  honorable  gentlemen, 
in  one  case,  that  where  appropriations  of  money 
are  necessary  for  carrying  the  provisions  of  any 
treaty  into  effect,  there  legislative  provisioa  is 
iwcessary.  Now,  sir,  to  concede  that  the  sanc- 
tioQ  of  Congress  is  necessary  in  one  case  of  enu- 
merated and  specified  power,  is  to  concede  it  in 
^1  such  cases.  Nor,  sir,  can  any  serious  incoo- 
Tcoience  arise  from  this  construction.  As  to  oe- 
gntiations  with  foreign  Powers,  oar  Ministers  will 
always  know  the  peculiar  structure  of  our  Gor- 
woment}  nor  can  foreign  Ministers,  who  may 
enr  b«  sent  to  treil  with  us,  be  ignorant  thereof. 
Besides,  the  distioetion,  as  to  the  several  kinds  of 
treaties,  is  well  known;  some,  respecting  solely 
our  exteraal  relaiionB,ot  the  intercourse  between 
our  Government  and  that  of  a  foreign  Power, 
will  execute  themselves,  or  are  perfect  without 
any  legislative  aid}  and  it  can  instantly  be  deter- 
mined,  from  the  nature  of  tbe  provisions,  when 
legislative  aid  is  necessary.  Further,  sir,  your 
Government  has  well  uodetsiood  ihis  distiociioD. 
Some  treaties  ibey,  by  their  proclamations,  mere- 
ly ratify  and  confirm,  where  legislative  aiil  is  ne- 
caaiary,  as  io  the  present  case;  others,  they  not 
only  ratify  and  confirm,  but  enjoin  an  observance 
thereof  upou  all  our  citizens,  as  will  be  seen  by 
turning  to  the  ratitication,  by  Mr.  Jefiertoo,  of 
aeveral  treatiea  published  in  the  aerenth  Tolume 
United  States  laws.  The  fear  that  the  Presldeat 
and  Senate  (they  must  both,  or  two-thirds  (rf  the 
Utter,  concur)  will  agree  with  the  Hoose  in  pass- 
ing an  improper  law  on  the  subjeel  of  a  treaty 
which  they  had  before  ratified,  cannot  be  wvll 
founded.  There  is  much  more  reason  to  fear 
that  they  may  be  indneed  to  ratify  a  treaty  re- 
quiring legislative  provision,  which  tbe  House 
ought  to  refuse.  Should  a  case  of  that  kind  occur, 
while  I  have  the  honor  to  be  one  of  the  Sepre- 
•enutives  of  the  people,  I  shall  have  no  hesita- 
tion, with  oiy  brethren,  to  interpose  ourselves 
between  tbe  Executive  and  the  people,  in  tbe  de- 
feoee  of  their  rights,  or  the  freedom  of  our  coun- 
try. Far,  then,  from  shrinking  from  what  my 
honorable  friend  is  pleased  to  call  an  awful  re- 
•ponsibiUty,  I  should  think  it  a  sacred  duty  to 
meet  the  erisia,  resist  tbe  encroachment,  and  leave 
the  consequences  with  God.  I  never  will  consent 
that  the  House  of  Renesentatires  of  the  people 
^11  become  a  mere  Parliament  of  Paris,  to  rois- 
ter the  edicts  of  the  President.  I  shall  vote  for 
the  bill. 

Mr,  MiLi.8  said,  nothing  had  been  farther  from 
his  iuteotion  than  to  take  a  part  in  the  present 
debate.  But  although  he  bad  bestowed  bat  little 
attention  to  the  sakyeet,  he  b«gged  iheinda^geaee 
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of  the  House  for  a  moment  to  the  few  remarks 
which  the  discussion  bad  suggested  to  his  mind, 
and  which  had  not  been  nouced  by  those  who 
had  preceded  him  in  the  debate.  Crude  and  in- 
digeeted  as  these  remarks  mar  appenr,  he  eonld 
venture  to  engage  (bey  woald  hare  at  least  the 
merit  of  brevity.  Mr.  M.  said,  he  was  opposed 
tg  the  |)ftssaf[e  of  the  bill ;  not  becatise  he  felt  the 
least  disposition  to  impede  the  execution  of  the 
treaty,  lame  and  imbecile  as  it  is,  to  which  itre- 
lateS)  but  because  he  foresaw  the  danger  of  em- 
barrassing the  other  bnnehea  of  the  QoTerimcnl 
by  this  interference,  and  because  be  believed,  aa 
well  from  the  structure  of  tbe  Cktveramentj  as 
from  tbe  express  provisions  of  the  Cooatitetion, 
we  could  not  interpose  our  authority  io  tbe  way 
contemplated  by  this  bill,  without  attempting  an 
unwarrantable  exercise  of  power  not  delegated  to 
this  House  by  tbe  Constitution.  It  would  be  not 
merely  an  act  of  useless  l^tslation.  but  of  down- 
right usurpation.  Gentlemen  bad  indulged  them- 
selves at  great  length  in  search  of  argumnia  to 
prove  the  inexpediency  of  resting  the  abaolute 
and  uncontrolled  powet  of  makii^  ti«nUes,  io  the 
President  and  Senate,  and  had  taxed  their  iO' 
aginations  for  proof  of  the  mischiefs  which  might 
result  from  the  exercise  of  this  power.  Sir,  we 
are  not  at  liberty  to  go  into  that  inquiry.  The 
question  is  not,  where  ought  this  importaot  pre- 
rogative of  sovereignty  to  be  lodged?  But,  where 
is  It  deposited  by  the  Coostitutioo  ?  We  are  not 
sitting  as  a  convention  lo  make  such  a  distribu- 
tion of  powers  as  we  think  best  calculated  to  se- 
cure the  preservation  of  liberty,  but  we  are  called 
upon  to  exercise  those  pow-ers  already  vested  in 
us  by  the  instrument  which  we  have  solemnly 
sworn  to  support. 

The  practice  of  other  Governments  is  equally 
irrelevant  to  the  present  inquiry,  and  especially 
of  those  Governmcota  whose  forms  of  proceeding, 
and  the  dlstribntioos  of  whose  powers,  bear  but  a 
remote  analcyy  to  onr  own.  Ours  is  a  federative 
Governmeoi,  composed  of  distinct  and  sepnraie 
sovereignties,  and  clothed  with  no  powen,  ex- 
cepiing  those  which  are  expresely  delegated  hf 
tbe  Constitution,  or  which  necessarily  result  from 
them.  It  is  an  anomaly  among  existing  Govero- 
menu,  and  from  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
formed,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  thought  it  might  easily 
be  shown,  that  it  was  never  tbe  intention  of  the 
convention  to  rest  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  any  partieipation  in  the  treaty-oaki^ 
power. 

Thirteen  independent  Stales,  each  poMessing 
all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty— the  power  of 
making  treaties  among  the  rest — varying  io  siie, 
in  population,  in  wealth,  and  in  strength,  of  dif- 
ferent habits,  interests,  and  pursniti^  assemble  to 
form  a  Conatituiioa  for  their  mutual  protection 
and  defence.  Tbe  wise  men  (o  whom  the  as- 
complishment  of  this  great  object  was  intrnsied 
had  to  contend  with  the  prejudices  of  tbe  peo|>le, 
and  the  jealousies  of  the  States,  to  recoooite  in- 
terests at  variance  with  each  other,  and  so  to 

I combine  aad  shape  them  as  not  to  sacMGce  ihoae 
of  one  section  of  ooutzy  to  Uie  sappoacd  advu- 
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tags  of  others.  It  mu,  of  eottrse,  a  afstem  of 
eospromise  and  eooeUiatioD-— each  sarrenderiog 
SDmethiDg  for  tbe  good  of  all.  ' 

It  was,  therefore,  for  tbe  parpose  of  protfeiiog 
the  iDterests  asd  ^ardiog  tbe  rights  of  the  States 
that  the  Conaiitution  requires  tbe  assent  of  two- 
tbirds  of  ibe  memben  of  tbe  Seoale  to  tbe  rati- 
fication of  a  treatjr.  It  is  not  because  the  Senate 
ate  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legislature  that 
tii«7  are  called  opon  to  adrise  the  President  upon 
this  sabjeet,  but  becauae  tbey  represent  tbe  sor- 
ereigntyof  tbe  Stotes;  and  in  requiring  tbeas- 
aest  of  iwo-thirds  of  the  SeDat^^ii  waa  ocliered 
ikal  no  treaty  would  ever  be  raiinad  nnleia  it  wns 
for  the  interest  of  two-ibicds  of  the  Sutea.  But, 
and  Mr.  M.,  mdopt  the  doctrine  eooiended  for  hy 
tbe  geatlemen  on  the  other  aide— admit  this 
House  to  a  partieipatioa  of  this  power,  and  what 
would  be  the  eonscqaeoee?  Why,  sir,  it  would 
be  in  the  pvwer  or  four  States  only,  out  of  tbe 
eightees,  noiw  composing  tbe  Union,  to  defeat  the 
ratificaiioo  (»f  a  treaty  vbich  had  received  tbe 
laoetioa  of  tbe  President  and  two-tfairds  of  the 
Senate.  Yes,  sir,  although  the  Senate,  represent- 
ing the  respectiTe  States,  might  hare  given  their 
aoanimous  adviee  to  the  President,  it  would  still 
be  in  the  power  of  the  Represen  la  tires  of  Maa- 
wchusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylrasia,  and  Vir- 
noia,  to  prevent  its  being  carried  into  effect. 
Where,  air,  are  tbe  rigbtaof  the  respeelive  States, 
■psedulonsljr  goanlcdby  the  Constitution ;  where 
iitheaecanty  oflbeamall  States;  or,  where  the 
iatereats  v(  tbe  oommereial  ones,  if  a  treaty  made 
tir  the  protection  of  those  great  objects  is  liable 
to  be  defeated  by  a  combination  of  this  sort? 
Tbe  supposition  is  monstrous.  No,  sir.  tbe  Bouse ; 
bf  Repreaenutives  have  no  more  right  to  inter- 
im tbao  they  would  have  if  tbe  Constiintioo 
had  required  tbe  advice  of  two- tbirds  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernors of  tbe  respective  States  to  the  confirma- 
tion of  a  treaty.  It  is  the  assent  of  the  Suies, 
and  not  of  tbe  people  oumerieally,  which  waa  in- 
tended to  ba  secured. 

Mr.  M.  said,  the  remarlu  he  bad  already  made 
were  foanded  |»ineipally  upon  the  strocture  of 
oar  Goverament,  and  what  must  have  been  the 
intention  o[  its  foanders.  But  from  an  ezamina*. 
tion  of  the  Constitution  itself,  and  a  comparison 
of  its  rariow  part%  he  had  been  aatonished  that 
any  difference  of  opinion  should  eziae  upon  this 
n^eet.  He  shoold  not,  however,  detain  the 
Hwue  with  a  labored  argument  upon  this  part  of 
tbe  caae,  Inasmuch  as  the  reasoDiog  of  the  honor- 
aUo  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hop- 
xiubon,)  and  those  who  had  preceded  him  u|>oo 
tbe  same  aide,  must  have  produced  a  conviction 
upon  the  minds  of  all  over  whom  he  could  hope 
to  have  any  iofluence,  and  must  be,  in  bis  appre- 
benstoo,  conclusive  ui)on  all  who  uke  the  Con- 
atilutioa  for  their  guide.  That  instrument  de- 
clares, that  "all  treaties  made  or  to  be  made  uoder 
tbe  authority  of  the  United  Siatea  shall  be  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land."  It  expressly  vests  in 
the  *'  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  eoo- 
•ant  of  the  Senate,  provided  two-lhirda  of  tbe 
■Wfcita  peasant  oononri  tb»  power  to  make 
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treaties."  The  treaty  with  Oreat  Britain,  now 
under  consideration,  has  been  made  and  ratified 
preeiseljr  in  Ibe  form  thus  prescribed.  The  in- 
ference IS,  therefore,  irresistible :  It  is  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land;  and  no  power  on  earth  can  ren- 
der it  more  obligatory.  It  is  a  compact  entered 
into  between  two  sovereign  independent  nations, 
acting  under  their  respective  lawful  authorities; 
it  is  perfect  and  complete  in  all  its  parts,  has  re- 
ceived tbe  sanction  of  each  party,  and  is  pro- 
claimed to  the  world  by  your  President,  acting 
under  the  same  instrument  by  wbich  we  hold  our 
aeata,  not  as  an  inchoate  and  incomplete  act,  re- 
quiring any  further  eeremony  to  render  ittnlid, 
but  as  made  and  concluded,  and  already  bindiikf 
each  party  to  its  respective  stipulationa. 

The  inconsistencies  arising  out  of  the  eonatroe- 
tion  of  tbe  Cooatitation,  contended  for  hf  the  ad- 
vocates of  this  bill,  Mr.  M.  said,  were  numeroaa 
and  palpable.  He  would  instance  but  one  or  two: 
By  the  bill,  the  House  undertake  to  put  a  con- 
struction upon  the  treaty.  We  pass  tbe  bill  and 
send  it  to  the  Senate.  That  body,  upon  the 
groond  that  our  coosiroction  is  not  correct,  re- 
fuse, by  a  majority  of  one,  to  pass  a  bill  for  car- 
rying into  effect  a  treaty  to  which  two-thirtls 
have  already  given  their  deliberate  consent— 
what  would  be  tbe  result?  Would  the  treaty 
cease  to  opetate,  aad  lose  its  binding  efficacy  ? 
Again,  suppose  the  bill  passes  both  tbe  Senate 
and  Houite,  and  yoar  President  refuses  biaaane- 
tion  on  tbe  very  ground  that  you  are  trenching 
upon  his  legitimate  authority,  and  anuming  a 
power  not  delegated  to  Congress.  Where  ia  then 
your  ueaty ;  and  how  atand  yottr  relations  with 
Oreat  Britain  ?  A  doctrine  so  replete  with  ab- 
sardity  cannot  be  correct.  Let  ua  not,  air,  em- 
ploy our  time  in  the  vain  effort  to  legijilaie  where 
we  have  no  power  and  can  produce  no  effect.  Let 
each  department  of  tbe  Government  confine  itself 
to  the  sphere  in  which  tbe  Consiituiion  has  placed 
it.  £iroployment  enough  may  be  found  in  tbe 
rightful  exercise  of  authority,  while  nothing  bat 
disorder  and  confusion  will  result  from  its  abuse. 

Mr.  M.  said,  it  would  be  easy  to  show  that  tbe 
practice  of  our  Government  uoder  the  Consti- 
tution, had  been  conformable  to  tbe  principles 
for  which  he  contended ;  but  as  tbe  hour  of  ad- 
journment bad  arrived,  and  he  had  already  trca- 
pa  seed  u  pon  the  patience  of  the  Houae  longer  than 
he  Intended,  he  would  detain  them  no  further. 

Mr.  Rbtnolim  aaid  he  rose  with  some  diffi- 
dence to  expreas  hla  opinion  on  tbe  great  question 
now  before  the  House,  particularly  after  the  great 
diaplaymadeby  the  gentlemen  from  South  Caroli- 
oa,(Mr.CaLaouii,)  and  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph,) who  had  just  sat  down.  But  wbeoevera 
great  Constitutional  question  is  involved,  Mr.  R. 
said,  he  would  always  take  the  liberty  to  deliver 
his  seotimeats  while  he  bad  tbe  honor  of  a  seat 
ia  this  House.  He  did  not  mean,  however,  to 
enter  into  the  general  discussioo,  which  thequea- 
tioD  now  assumed  by  the  eloquence  of  the  hon- 
orable geotlemanfrora  Virgiois,  (Mr.  Ramdolpb,) 
at  tbialate  hour,  but  merely  to  state  tbe  grounds  on 
which  hie  opinion  faaiad.  Mr.R.atidU  waaliioe 
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•Dough  to  meet  the  extreme  ease  put  by  the  bon- 
orabK  geDileman,  wheo  it  sbouM  really  aad  ob- 
M^Btely  oeear.  And  wbeaever  Miaisien,  who 
were  appoiated  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  a  for- 
eigti  Power,  would  oede  a  State,  or  part  of  a  State, 
or  any  territory  whatever,  and  that  saoctioaed 
by  the  Preiiidaiit  aad  tw(»*tbinla  of  the  Senate^  he 
hoped  to  Qud  there  would  always  be  fowd  a  re- 
deeming qiirit  ia  tfai*  Hoiue,  to  chedt  at  ooee  a 
eoane  ao  enomoui  and  Dneoosiitationat  Mr. 
E.  admitted,  that  there  are,  and  may  be  treaticB 
wfaieh  Ibis  Hot»e  may  be  bound  to  register,  if 

Co  please  to  oall  it,  ai^  adopt  as  the  sapreme 
ir  of  the  land ;  aad  thoee,  in  fais  opinion,  are 
exclMfTelr  treaties  of  peace,  that  do  not  requite 
any  act  of  legtUatton  to  carry  the  same  totoef- 
flrct.  But,  he  iasisted,  that  all  treaties  of  com- 
Hwree  and  alliMce,  or  those  which  reqaired  this 
HoQse  to  appropriate  the  money  of  their  eonstit- 
aaats,  did,  and  ought  to  bavethe  sanction  of  Coa- 
grces  before  they  could  be  viewed  as  complete, 
or  "  ibe  supreme  law  of  the  land."  And  it  was 
«a  this  grouad,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  opposed  is 
tato  to  tM  doctrines  advaoMd  by  the  gentleman 
from  8o«tb  Oaralina,  (Mr.  CALaosa,)  is  favor 
of  the  trauy-maktng  Dower.  Bai^  said  the 
MDtleman,  wUb  some  dMree  o£  triumph,  the 
rresident  of  the  Daited  States  has  already  eon- 
sidered  thcaommeretal  treaty  as  complete,  because 
ha  has  published  the  same  to  the  world  as  the  law 
of  the  land,  and  has  metely  traoamitted  a  copy 
of  it  to  this  House  without  aay  documents  to  act 
npoo.  Sir.  said  Mr.  R.,  this  Messuge  is  the  stroog- 
eat  evidence  that  oau  be  adduced  in  favor  of  t£e 
.posiiion  1  bare  taken.  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  knew  well  what  he  was  about,  and  the 
course  be  has  taken  speaks  volomes  on  the  s«b- 
iact.  Wbai  does  the  Messsgesay,  Mr.  Speaker  t 
itannouDces  to  us  that  the  treat^  has  been  duly 
ratitol,Bnd  reeommends  to  this  IlMise  to  passauoh 
tews  aa  may  be  reqoifed  to  carry  the  smm  inm 
eifeet.  Sir,  this  is  a  treaty  regnlaiiof  eooMieroe 
betweea  this  eooDtry  aad  G^eat  Kitaiu.  The 
ConsiitatiM  baa  ooafided  tbc  r^tatiou  of  fot- 
•tgn  oommcroe  to  the  Congress  of  tba  United 
Sutes.  It  ie  a  mnaieipal  lav,  aver  whtoh  this 
Sfaosa  has  a  rwht  lo  aoL  I  Mil  therefore,  sir, 
mo  for  the  hilfon  yoar  taWe,  allliuugh  1  do  not 
deem  it  of  much  importaaoe  as  to  the  validity  of 
ihe  treaty  now  under  coasideratioa,  or  that  tu 
pasiagc  is  absatetely  necessary  oa  the  present  eo- 
sasion,  but  for  the  purpose  of  reeerdiag  my  vote 
iaaapportof  the  great  CoDstitutioaal  authority 
of  this  Hoaae. 

Mr.  HjutDOi  appealed  to  the  plain  cemmon 
Boust  aad  iateUtgence  of  the  House,  whether  the 
l»il  upon  which  they  were  lavtshiog  so  mach  of 
their  time  and  exerttons,  was  not  entirely  super- 
fluous and  nugatory.  Here  was  a  treaty,  a  eon- 
tract  fairly,  and  with  fall  delibaraiioo,  eoneloded 
between  the  lawful  sovereignties  of  this  eonntry 
and  Oreat  Britain,  ratified  as  the  Constituiiooal 
1b«  of  the  ooQOtry  directed,  by  the  President, 
vith  the  advice  of  iwo>thirds  of  the  Senate,  and 
by  the  President  proclaimed  to  the  people  aa  the 
'  law  of  the  laadt  with  aa  iBjaaciioa.fpr  tht  Aw 
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observance  of  it— eootaining  nothing  that  iateiv 
fiered  with  the  municipal  laws  of  the  country — aa 
regulation  that  might  not  be  carried  into  imme^ 
diate  effect  without  legislative  interfereaee — in- 
Tolviag  no  call  whatsoever  for  money,  and  yet 
teaacioosly  held  up  as  an  oMeel  of  legislatiol^ 
and  made  the  sirigeet  of  a  bill  whieh  did  little 
more  than  re-ccbo  it.  He  was  as  mach  awan 
as  the  gratlemen  who  aopported  the  mcasare.  thai 
the  treaty-m^nag  power  could  not,  by  a  treaty, 
lawftUly  malu  war  or  imposa  tsxes  or  eneroaeh 
opoQ  those  powers  whkh  the  CoattilatioB  bid 
deposited  in  Congrcsa;  bat  it  was  no  lees  true  thai 
the  Constitution  declares  ia  une^uiroeal  terms 
thai  the  President  may  make  treaties,  and  that  na 
restriction  or  limitation  whatsoever,  to  his  power 
in  that  respect,  is  specified  ia  that  tnstrumenL 
which  is  stmiciently  deoUratory  of  the  extent  of 
Ac  power,  inasmuch  as  it  says  that  treaties  made 
ia  the  form  and  with  the  authorities  alreadymM- 
tioned  shall  he  the  law  of  the  land.  Some  of  those 
honorable  gemlemeo,  by  way  of  smootfaiog  the 
passage  of  the  bill  through  the  House,  had  aligned 
that  it  was  so  fiir  at  least  unohjeetionable^  tMI  It 
could  do  no  hart,  that  if  ii  did  no  good  it  aoold 
do  DO  harm ;  hnt  Mr.  H.  tamiaded  tha  Hoase  of 
the  cmineaee  oa  whieh  it  stood }  that  it  waa  cob- 
posed  of  the  anenhled  re^cscntaiioes  of  the  aa- 
ttea,  sent  there  to  deUbemte  and  to  resolve  npoa 
its  most  iB^rtant  eonoeras,  and  ha  therefore  de- 
precated,  as  it  would  be  a  derelictioB  of  the  high 
character  of  such  an  august  assembly,  tkmr 
gravelydeliberatinB  npoa  nothing.  Herespeeled 
the  dignity  of  the  body  toe  much  to  give  his  ao- 
sent  to  their  enteruiaug  a  measure,  for  no  better 
reason,  than  because  it  was  harmless.  Besides, 
that  aet  which  now  appeared  so  harmless  natght, 
ultimately,  turn  out  to  be  very  miscbievoas,  as  a 
precedent}  and  this  violation  of  tbeConsittutioa, 
in  a  thing  do  matter  how  trifling,  might,  hero- 
after,  be  made  the  ^und  of  a  mora  oBriM  ««- 
oroaohmant.  Oil  this  poiai,  ha  waned  lha  Hooae 
to  be  cautious,  to  guard,  aot  oaljr  iha  main  bedy, 
bat  the  oat-foeU}  aad  lo  reflect  ia  4ae  time, that 
soma  twenty  or  thirtjr  yean  to  come,  thia  |ffe- 
eedent  might  ba  broi^iht  ferwar^  to  the  iiMl- 
onlabts  injnry,  perhaps  the  rain  m  the  Ceoatito- 
tioo. 

Geailemea  had  said,  that,  oa  a  eoanDereial  sdb- 
jeot,  no  treaty  eoald  be  ^igaiory,  beewtae  tha 
Coostitu^n  bad  anigaed  to  Congress  the  vega- 
laiiottofoommn'oe.  Where  then,  said  he,willgva- 
tlemeo  stop?  To  Congres^  say  they,  is  dologa- 
ted  the  eaclative  jariMtctioa  over  everythiag. 
Aeeordiog  to  then-  eonstruetioo,  thercfwe,  the  • 
treaty-making  power  was  impoteot,  a  anility,  it 
could  doQotbtogi  it  eoald  oat  make  peaee,  be- 
cause peace  repeals  war,  the  right  ot  maki^ 
which  is  delegated  to  CoBgre^s :  and  it  oouM  aot 
form  aUtanees,  fbr  the  same  reason.  But  gentle- 
men, be  lAserved,  seemed  not  to  recolleet  the  M 
logical  maxim,  that  he  who  proves  too  Bkoab, 
proves  nothing.  The  President,  say  they,  eaaaet 
repeal  the  excise  I— no ;  but  the  President  eaa 
make  a  peade  withoat  tht  ioaearreoce  of  ibat 
Hooae^  and  fortonaie  it  wa^  that  he  ^sonid  d»ia> 
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We  DOW,  said  Mr.  H.,  feel  the  happf  effects  of 
ihai  power,  and  cooceire  that  «  treaty  of  peace 
hus  been  accomplisbed  witboat  aay  encroacb- 
meou,  or  pretended  encroach meBii!  on  our  Coq- 
gressiooal  acts.  T&e  power  to  treat  geoerally,  he 
said,  was  vested  in  the  President  bf  the  Coosti- 
lutioQ — but  to  the  law  of  oaiioos  it  was  left,  to 
determine  the  limitations  of  that  power.    If  it  be 
irne,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  by  the  terms  of  the  Coo- 
siitotion  of  the  United  States,  this  treaty  is  already 
the  law  of  the  land,  then  is  the  treaty  guarantied 
by  that  Consiitatioa ;  and  yet  gentlemen  insist 
that  il  is  not  valid,  and  that  ibis  House  ought  to 
be  eoBsoited.  By  the  Conatitatloo  we  are  foi^ 
hiddea  lo  be  heard  io  the  subieei,  yet  they  will 
bare  it  otherwise,  and  by  this  speciea  of  indirec- 
tion, this  leA-handed  coarse,  bring  the  treaty 
nodar  our  legislatire  cognizance.  Bir,  I  say  we 
cannot  do  iadirectly  that  .which  we  are  forbidden 
to  do  directly.   Treaties  might  be  made,  no  doubt, 
he  said,  for  the  execution  of  which  it  might  be 
necessary  to  call  upon  the  Honse  to  make  laws ; 
offeosireanddefcosiTe  treatiesfor  instance,  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  carried  into  effect;  bot 
when,  as  in  the  present  case,  the  treaty  was  com- 
plete, and  capable  of  executing  itself,  nothing  of 
the  kind  was  necessary. 

As  to  the  insunces  which  had  been  adduced  of 
Congress  beiag called  upon  to  enact  laws  forear- 
lyiog  treaties  into  e^t,  he  believed  that  there 
WIS  Dot  one  of  them  similar  to  this.  The  case 
of  Jay's  Treaty  was  not.  The  Federalists  sup- 
pocied  that  on  two  gronods:  one  that  it  .was  a  good 
iieity ;  the  other  that,  whether  good  or  bad,  it 
woofd  not  be  coosisteni  with  the  honor  of  the 
nnntry  to  reject  it ;  but  it  never  was  brought  for- 
ward ma  this  is,  a  re-echo  of  itself  iu  the  shape  of 
a  bill.  And  as  to  the  cases  taken  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  British  records,  the  organization 
of  that  Government  was  io  all  respects  so  differ- 
ent from  that  of  ours,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
fairly  or  conclusively  from  the  one,  to  the 

The  qoesiioQ  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
a  tJurd  reading,  about  three  o'clock,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmauve— yeas  86,  says  69,  as  follows :  . 

YsA«— Messn.  Alexandw,  Archer,  Baksr.  Batbonr, 
B«Met^  BatMBan,  Birdaeye,  Bloout,  Bnxdts,  Br^, 
Bsnwide,  Burwell,  CaldwaU,  Usnnoa,  Clendeonin, 
Clinton,  Comstoek,  Coodict,  Conner,  QrswfiMrd,  Crsigh- 
Um,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desks,  For^tb*  ObdMm, 
Gltagow,  Oriffin,  Hsbn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Bawes, 
Ueitter,  Henderson,  Hnngerford,  Ingham,  Irwin  of 
PeouylTsnia,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentoeky,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lowndes, 
I.iun^,Lyle,  Madsy,  Mayrint,  McCoy,  McLean  of 
KeBtndr.  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Marfree,  New 
tmi,Paitis,  Pickmis,  ^jper,  neaaants,  Powell,  Raa- 
dolpb,  RajDolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Savage,. 
Bdbeadi,  Sharpe,  Bheffi^,  Smith  of  Vii^a,  Southard, 
Taul,  Ta^kir  of  New  York,  Tsykir  of  Sonth  Caro- 
Gna,  Tdfiur^  Townsend,  Tneker,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whiteside,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Williams,  Willongbby, 
Thomas  Wilson,  WUUam  Wilson,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Msasrs.  Athsrton,  Baer,  Baylies,  Bstis,  Boat, 
BratUnoy,  Brwikwnridge,  Brown*  Oadj,  Calbonii, 
Champm,  Cbipman,  Cilley,  ClaA  of  Ksntoeky, 
14th  Con.  1st  Sbss.— 18 
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Clayton,  Co<^r,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Forney,  Gas- 
ton, Gold,  Goldsborongh,  Qronenor,  Hanson,  Hardin, 
Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Jewett,  Kent,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewia,  Lovett,  Lyon, 
Manh,  Mason,  McKee,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moffit,  Moore  of 
South  CaioUna,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Noyss,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pinkney,  Reed,  Rice,  Reg- 
gies, Sergeant,  Smith  of  Penneylv'B,  Stanford,  Strong, 
Storges,  TsgcpiTt,  Tstlmadge,  Thomas,  Throop,  Vose, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Woodward,  Wi^ht,  and  Yates. 

Wbuhesdat,.  January  10. 

Mr.  Lanodon  presented  a  petition  of  Jones, 
Quernsey,  &  Co.,  and  Billy  Todd  dc-  Co.,  mani»' 
facturers  of  woollen  cloths,  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, praying  that  woollen  goods  (superfine  broad 
cloths  excepted)  may  be  probtbitea  from  being 
imported  into  the  United  States  from  foreign 
countries,  or  that  additional  duties  may  be  im- 
posed upon  their  importation. 

Mr.  PiNERBT  presented  a  petition  of  the  cotton 
manufacturers  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying 
that  the  importation  of  all  cotton  goodsfrom  pla^s 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  those  of 
European  manufacture,  interfering  with  those 
manufactured  within  the  United  States,  may  be 
prohibited,  or  that  additional  duties  may  be  laid 
on  the  importation  of  said  articles.— Reierred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  PiNKNET  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  were 
severally  wounded  while  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war  witb 
Qreat  Britain,  praying  for  pensions,  or  such  other 
relief  as  Congress  may  thmk  proper  to  grant.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

Mr,  McEbb,  from  a  select  committee,  reported 
a  bill  anthoriziog  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  renew  the  lease  of  John  Bate  to  the- 
saline  near  the  Wabash  river,  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding seven  years ;  which  was  read  twice,  and> 
committed  to  a  Committee  bf  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val  Affairs,  reported  a  resolution  requesting  tbar 
President  of  the  United  States  to  present  medals 
to  Captain  Charles  Stewart  and  the  officers  of 
the  frigate  Constitution ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  present  a  gold  medal  to  Captain 
James  Biddle  and  the  oflieers  of  the  Hornet. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  "eoncerning 
the  convention  to  regulate  the  eommeree  between 
the  territortes  of  the  United  Sutes  and  Hia  Brit- 
annic Majesty,"  in  which  they  afk  the  cooenr- 
renee  of  this  Hoase. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Tbe  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  according  to  the  Convention 
of  Commerce  concluded  with  Great  Britain  on 
the  3d  day  of  July  last,  was  read  tbe  third  time, 
and  tbe  question  was  ^tated  Shall  the  bill  pass  7" 

Mr.  SaaTOM  said,  he  had  intended  yaiterday  lo 
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deliver  his  sentiments  in  relatioa  to  the  su^ect- 
aurtter  of  the  bill  opon  which  the  vote  of  the 
House  was  abont  to  jiass ;  not  h«vine  then 
been  so  fortuotte  as  to  gain  the  floor,  he  now 
had  risen  to  advocate  its  puaage,  and,  for  tbat 
purpose,  begged  the  indulgence  of  the  House  j  he 
asked  not  only  the  indol^nee  bat  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  argameuis  be  was  about  to 
urge  upon  the  occasion.  He  considered  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  very  important,  as  it  regarded  the 
powers,  under  the  Constitutioo,  delented  to  Con- 
gress ;  the  powers  delegated  to  the  President  and 
Senate;  the  powers  delegated  to  the  courts  of 
justice;  and  highly  important  as  it  re^rded  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  natioa. 

He  apprehended  very  iajurious  coosequeoces 
might,  at  some  future  period,  result  to  the  nation 
bjr  a  coatrary  course.  The  coaventioQ  being  re- 
ciprocal and  beneficial,  it  was  the  avowed  ioten- 
tioD  and  desire  of  all  parties  to  carry  it  ioto  effect. 
It  had  been  said,  by  gentlemea  on  both  sides  of 
the  House,  that  the  convention  was,  of  itself,  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  while  a  majority  had 
iDclioed  to  the  opinion  that  legislative  provisions 
areoecessary  to  gtre  it  forceand  efficiency,  though 
some  doubted  as  to  the  expediency  of  legislating 
at  all  upon  the  subject.  I  am  of  opinion,  said  Mr. 
E.,  that  it  is  not  a  treaty  iintil  it  shall  have  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
by  a  legislative  act,  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

The  precedent  about  to  be  established,  on  the 
present  occasion,  was,  of  all  others,  the  most  fa- 
vorable to  the  security,  or  pernicious  in  the  ex- 
treme to  the  future  liberties  of  the  American 
people. 

What  are  the  powers,  by  the  Constitution,  del- 
egated to  Congress?  And  what  are  those  dele- 
gated to  the  treaty-malting  power  1  In  adverting 
to  the  Constitution,  it  will  be  found  that  "all 
I^islative  powers  are  vested  in  a  Coitcress  of  the 
United  Slate^which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate 
and  House  of  Repreientatives."  "The  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations."  Surely,  then,  this  power  is  not 
granted  to  any  other  authority,  it  cannot  be 
given  to  two  separate,  distinct,  and  independent 
authoritie?.  If  it  is  given  to  Congress,  it  is  not 
given  to  the  treaty-making  power,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  Congress;  it  may  be  given  to  both  to  act 
in  concert;  it  is  not  given  to  the  one,  to  act  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  other.  This  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  laws ;  it  is  not  a  Government  by  com- 
pacts, by  conventions,  or  by  treaties  concluded 
independent  of  the  powers  of  Congress,  in  viola- 
lion  of  the  Constitution,  and  beyoad  the  control 
of  ibe  supreme  authority  of  the  land,  the  sover- 
eignty or  this  nation.  What  is  the  present  con- 
vention? It  is  "a  convention  to  r^ulate  com- 
merce between  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
and  his  Britannic  Majesty;"  it  is  then  an  agree- 
ment, upon  the  face  of  it,  "  to  regulate  commerce 
with  a  foreign  nation."  The  President  "has 
Mwer,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-tbirds  of 
the  Senators  present  concur."  It  is  not  ordained, 
U  thia  cUnse  of  the  Govtitulioii}  tbat  such  toa- 
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ties  are  made  "  under  the  authority"  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  nor  that  a  treaty  thus  made,  shall  "  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land."  It  would  be,  in- 
deed, extraordinary,  if  the  destinies  and  liberties 
of  this  nation  were  to  rest  upon  the  will  of  the 
treaty^forming  power ;  I  say  treaty-forming  pow- 
er, because  it  is  but  another  expreasion  to  coavcy 
a  correct  idea. 

A  power  composed  (as  the  case  might  happen) 
of  the  Executive  and  thirteen  Senators,  a  less 
number  by  far  than  a  majority  of  that  honoraUe 
body;  a  power  specially  given  to  one  authority, 
under  the  Coo6titution,cannot  be  construed  lobe 
given  to  another ;  such  a  constructian  would  in* 
troduce  into  theOovernmeot  an  irresularity  and 
an  ioooosistency  fatal  to  its  harmony,  and  de* 
sttuctive  in  its  consequences.  The  President  has 
a  qualified  negative  upon  the  laws  of  Congren ; 
the  Senate  are  a  part  of  Congress.  Is  not  the 
regulation  of  commerce  trusted  to  the  proper  au- 
thority ?  Is  it  not  in  safe  hands  ?  W'itl  you,  can 
you,  treat  the  authority  given  to  Conaress  by  the 
Constitution,  "  to  regulate  commeroV*  *>  a  dead 
letter? 

If  this  eonatmetion  prevails,  is  the  treaty  made 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Preaidcnt  and 
Senate  ?  Shall  it  be  binding  without  the  wsent 
of  Congress  ?  If  that  assent  u  given,  it  is  a  treaty 
made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

If  it  is  withheld,  it  is  a  treaty  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  President  and  Senate,  and  not  a 
treaty  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Uaited 
Stales.  I  should  r^ret,  and  who  are  they  that 
would  not  regret,  to  see  the  anthocity  and  desti- 
nies of  this  nation  placed  in  the  hands  of  am  Bx- 
eeniive  and  a  Senate. 

If  the  treaty-making  power  possess  the  au- 
thority to  make  commercial  and  other  regula- 
tions, they  may  go  on  regulating  until  they  will 
have  regulated  this  braaeb  of  the  Qovernment 
(the  House  of  Represenutlvei)  out  of  iu  whole 
weight  of  iofiucnee  upon  the  couneila  of  the  nt- 
tion ;  their  authority  will  become  a  nSexe  carte 
blanche,  to  be  filled  up  as  the  treaty<makiDA  power 
may  think  proper  to  dictate  or  dircoL  Conmos 
may  r^nlate  eogimeree  in  one  manner ;  the  Prca- 
ident  and  Senate,  at  their  pleasure,  change  that 
rcffulatton. 

It  is  a  correct  prineiple,  tbat  subsequent  laws, 
inconsistent  vaith  former  laws,  repeal  such  former 
laws,  and  is  a  rule  which  caunot  W  controverted. 
It  is  principle  as  sound  and  potent  as  the  eternal 
principles  of  justice.  But  the  question  to  be  de- 
cided  18.  when  does  a  treaty  become  a  law,  when 
has  it  efficacy  as  such,  and  when  shall  it  be  bind- 
ing as  the  supreme  authority  of  the  nation  ?  Two 
separate  and  distinct  legislative  authorities,  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  possessing  equal  power, 
cannot,  in  one  and  the  same  Gkivernment,  txiet 
together.  That  is,  if  the  Sxecutive  and  Senate 
alone  can  legislate,  it  is j>er£eetly  idle  to  vest  the 
legislative  authority  in  Coogreaa.  "  A  home  di- 
vided against  itself  cannot  stand."  Congicn  di- 
vided against  itself  muat  falL  Congrees  have 
power,  or  they  have  not  pomr,  to  legible.  If 
tluy  do  poiaeaa  the  whole  oflwMatiMi 
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gnwled  under  the  CoustitutioD,  of  wfaich  there 
euDot  be  a  question,  it  follows,  as  a  certain  and 
ioeoD trover liole  conclusion,  that  ibe  President 
and  SeoKte  alon«,  forming  only  two  branches  of 
the  legislative  authority  of  ibis  Gtorernment,  act- 
ing in  iheii  Eiecutive  capacities  as  necessarily 
th*y  must  do  in  ncsotialing  treaues,  do  not  pos- 
aeu  aniboriiy  to  legislaie  iodepeDdeni  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  immediaie  repre- 
•enlativea  of  the  people—the  people  have  not 
granted  such  power. 

It  would  be  admitted,  he  pieeumed,  that  ours  is 
the  best  Constitution  and  Government  "  here  be- 
low;" that  it  is  the  best  to  be  foand  among  the 
aations  of  the  earth.  It  may  emphatically  be 
styled  a  Constitution  of  checks  and  balances;  the 
Senate,  in  its  legislative  capacity,  is  a  check  upon 
the  House  of  Representatives ;  the  President  upon 
the  Congress.  There  must  be  a  concurrence,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  to 
form  a  law,  ana  laws  must  be  made  before  they 
•an  be  iiecuted.  On  the  Executive  and  treaty- 
making  capacity  of  the  President  and  Senate,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  with  the  Constitution 
in  their  haod,  hold  a  check;  a  treaty  cannot  be- 
come  (he  supreme  law  of  the  land,  which  is  in- 
eoDsisteni  with  the  Constiution,  or  the  powers 
deleaaied  to  Congress  bv  the  Constitution. 

"  The  President  shall  aomioat^  and,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoiat  Am- 
busadors,  other  public  Ministers  and  Consuls." 
Suppose  they  should  appoint  "swarms  of  officers," 
aeedless  and  unnecessary.  The  appointments  are 
complete,  the  officers  are  made;  they  hold  the 
«eals  of  office  under  the  authority  of  the  Consii- 
mtioo ;  they  are  officers  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, they  are  commissioned  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States,  their  appointments  do 
not  infringe  any  right  or  trespass  upon  any  au- 
liiMity  delegated  to  Congress,  and  yet,  in  my 
humue  opinion,  Congress  would  not  be  bound  in 
Ju>naT,or  otherwise,  to  sanction  such  a  procedure 
ori^nating  an  appropriaiioa  bill  for  the  out- 
fits and  expenditures  of  aueh.  officers.  Congress 
are  not  bound,  nor  is  the  nation  bound,  nor  are 
the  coaru  of  justice  bound,  to  consider  a  treaty 
as  the  Jaw  of  the  land,  until  that  law  has  been 
made  under  the  authority  only  competent  to  make 
laws  for  the  people  of  this  nation,  to  wit:  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  contended  that  the  treaty  repeals 
the  discriminating  duties,  and  it  being  concern- 
iug  afiairs  wholly  international,  that  the  legisla- 
tive acu  of  this  Qovernment  operate  wholfy  in- 
ternally, and  cannot  reach  or  anect  the  domestic 
or  internal  regulations  the  foreign  nation; 
that  the  convention  therefore  is  a  compact,  and 
iu  subject-matter  a  contract  to  which  the  legis- 
lative authority  of  this  country  cannot  extend.  I 
admit,  said  Mr.  that  all  treaties  when  com- 
pleted and  carried  into  effect  by  the  supreme  au- 
thority of  a  State  or  £iiisdoiii,aie6ompaetB,and 
£brm  a  part  of  the  law  ch  nations,  but  this  nation 
is  not  bound  by  a  contract  to  which  it  has  not 
givan  ito  aaaeni ;  the  Senate  do  not  go  abroad, 
not  do  Ihey  aetMiate  the  term  of  a  treaty  at 


home;  to  an  honorable  and  beneficial  treaty,  the 
assent  of  Congress  and  or  this  honorable  House 
is  as  easily -obtained  as  that  of  the  Senate;  in 
ordinary  legislation  committees  report  bills,  tbey 
go  to  different  readings,  according  to  the  rules 
prescribed  b][  tbe  different  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature, are  rejected,  or  finally,  with  tbe  approiNi- 
tion  of  the  President,  pass  into  lawi^  and  become 
binding  on  the  nation.  The  President  has  no 
legislative  authority,  strictly  so  speaking,  and  vet 
no  bill  ean  become  a  law  without  hit  assent,  but 
by  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress. 

There  is  no  expression  in  the  Constitution  that 
authorizes  the  Senate  to  ratify  a  treaty;  the  phrase 
i^d  by  tbe  Constitution  is,  to  make  treaties.  The 
question  is,  when  shall  a  treaty  be  said  to  be 
made?  Ministers  and  Envoys  Extraordinary  are 
appointed  aod  commitaiooed  to  agree  upon  the 
terms  of  a  treaty;  they  meet  the  foreign  em  tussy 
in  convention ;  they  conclude  a  treaty.   The  con- 
vention with  Oreat  Britain  was  concluded  on  the 
third  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen ;  it  was  then  moulded.  It  was  not 
then  made,  although  in  common  parlance  it  is 
said  to  have  been  made.   It  was  like  dough  un- 
baked. It  will  not  be  bread  till  it  is  baked.  The 
treaty  is  forwarded  tp  the  President ;  if  be  disap- 
proves of  it,  he  returns  it  to  those  who  framed  it ; 
if  he  likes  it,  he  submiu  it  to  the  Senate;  if  they 
approve  of  it,  it  istatified;  it  is  then  said  to  m 
made.   But  it  is  not  vet  completed  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  Stales;  it  is  ooljr  a  treaty 
aub  modoi  it  is  not  a  treaty  in  effect.   It  does  not 
become  the  property  of  the  nation  till  it  shall 
have  received  the  saoction  of  tbe  national  con- 
sent, through  tbe  organs  of  the  national  will. 
Tbe  Constitution  does  not  declare  that  a  treaty 
made,  by  aod  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  It 
does  not  say  that  a  treaty  so  concluded,  so  rati- 
fied, 80  made,  or  whatsoever  vou  may  please  to 
term  it,  is  made  under  the  autnoritv  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  cannot  be  a  treaty  till  it  shall  lure 
received  tbe  sanction  of  the  national  authority 
under  the  Constitution ;  when  it  shall  hare  re- 
ceived that  sanction,  ii  is  then,  and  not  till  then, 
a  treaty  made  under  the  Coustituiion  and  luder 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  such  a  treaty 
made  under  their  authority,  to  which  the  judicial 
power  shall  extend.   They  are  treaties  oniy  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which 
are  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  by 
the  Constitution,  and  which  the  judges  in  every 
State  are  bound  to  obey.   For  example:  It  might 
be  said  that  a  piece  of  parchment  in  printed  form 
of  a  commission,  filled  out  with  the  name  of  the 
incumbent,  and  sign  manual  of  the  Executive 
subscribed  to  it,  is  a  commission ;  and  yet  it  is 
not  a  commission  uoder  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  until  the  proper  seal  shall  be  thereto 
set  and  affixed  in  due  form  of  law. 

Sir,  the  present  convention  is  a  commercial 
regulation,  which  interferes  with  the  powers  ex- 
pressly delegated  to  the  legislative  authority,  and 
therefore  must  receive  the  legislative  sanction, 
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the  coDfirmatioD  of  Congress,  before  it  can  be 
binding  on  the  people  of  this  nation ;  and  without 
which  it  is  not  competent  to  the  President  and 
Senate,  or  to  the  judicial  aathoritf,  to  enforce. 
The  CoBsiitotioD  ezpresslf  ordaios,  that  "  Coo- 

*  gress  shall  hare  power  to  make  all  laws  which 
'  shall  be  neectsarf  and  i^roper  for  carrying  into 

*  ezeention  all  powers  restea  by  the  Constitution 

*  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
'  any  department  or  office  thereof."  No  depart- 
ment or  officer  coming  in  conuct  with  the  pow- 
ers ddegated  to  Congress  by  the  Conslitution 
hare  authority  under  the  Government,  and  it 
would  be  a  solecism  to  say  we  have  a  Ctovern- 
meat  under  the  Constitution  independent  of  Con- 
gress. This  construction  can  do  no  injury  to  our 
Republican  institutions;  it  may  be  productive  of 
much  good:  it  is  placing  it  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  treaty-making  power.  To  repeal  this  treaty 
by  making  another,  no  inconvenience  will  result, 
as  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  have  concurred  in 
approving  of  it ;  and  I  should  presume  there  can 
be  no  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  that 
honorable  body. 

I  perceive,  sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  by  a  bill  now  od  the 
table,  that  the  Senate  propose  to  declare  by  act  of 
Congress,  "  that  so  mtieh  of  any  act  or  acts  as  is 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  convention  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  of  no  force  or  effect." 
]f  the  treaty  is  a  law,  and,  as  such,  binding  upon 
the  nation,  the  passage  of  such  a  bill  is  wholly 
unnecessary,  upon  the  principle  that  subsequent 
laws  repeal  former  laws  m  alt  eases  where  they  are 
inconsistent  with  each  other.  And  why  are  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate  required  to  make  a  treaty? 
It  would  appear  to  me  that  as  this  House  bare 
not  the  power  to  nefrottate  a  treaty,  it  would  be 
scarcely  proper  that  it  should  be  called  upon  to 
discuss  one,  that  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  present 
woald  not  deem  beneficial  and  honorable  to  the 
country.  If  a  contrary  eonatrueiion  shall  prevail, 
and  it  shall  be  determined  that  a  treaty  made  and 
approved  by  the  President  and  Senate  is  of  itself 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  then  indeed  can 
they  legislate,  and  then  indeefl  can  ibey  regulate 
commerce ;  and  the  sQpreme  authority  will  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  the  Senate, 
and  the  courts  of  justice,  who  may  also  Iwislate 
without  the  aid,  and  beyond  the  control  of  Con- 
gress, make  coQtracts.and  carry  into  effect  treaties, 
however  odious  they  may  be  to  the  people,  or  to 
their  immediate  Represenutivea.  This  may  be, 
I  do  not  say  it  will  be,  the  effect  of  this  monstrous 
treaty-making  power. 

Congress  may  declare  war;  no  authority  is  ez- 

Firessly  given  by  the  Constitution  to  make  peace, 
f  aoj  treaty  would  be  binding,  made  independ- 
ent of  tbe  legislative  authority,  be  was  inclined  to 
believe  it  would  be  a  treaty  of  peace,  and  yet  this 
would  only  form  one  exception;  it  would  be  a 
treaty  not  against  the  provisions  of  any  article  of 
the  Conbtiiution,  as  (he  power  i^i  not  delegated  to 
any  other  branch  of  the  Government;  it  becomes 
the  exclusive  province  of  the  treaty-making  pow- 
er, and  does  not  require  a  law  to  give  it  validity, 
or  to  carry  it  into  effect ;  it  is  a  treaty  made  under 


the  authority  of  the  United  States.  Tbe  ereat 
objects  in  going  to  war  are  the  protection  of  the 
national  rights,  and  to  secure  an  honorable  peace. 
Such  a  peace  would  be  acquiesced  in  by  com- 
mon eonseat ;  and  the  power  to  make  peace  is 
not  a  dangeroos  power ;  it  is  suited  to  the  trust  of 
the  BxecQlire  alone,  who  would  have  authority, 
being  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  whole 
military,  to  carry  it  into  effect.  But  it  is  perfectly 
idle  to  talk  of  aothority  to  do  this,  that,  or  the 
other  thing,  under  our  Constilation  and  form  if 
Government,  without  power  to  carry  that  au- 
thority into  effect.  The  power  to  act  under  the 
Constitution,  is  evidence  of  a  right  to  act,  and 
to  act  with  effect.  The  Constitntioo  should  be 
construed  to  harmonize  all  its  parts,  and  the  con- 
struction which  he  bad  given  woald  produce 
sQch  harmony.  It  is  unnecessary,  and  would  be 
improper  in  Congress  to  legislate  upon  the  treaty, 
to  give  it  a  construction  that  belongs  to  another 
auinority,  to  tbe  courts  of  judicature;  any  con- 
struction Congress  might  give  it  would  not  be 
binding  upon  tbe  eoorts;  yet  every  member  who 
legislates  upon  a  treaty  most,  in  making  up  bis 
ppioion,  whether  to  carry  it  into  effect  or  not, 
give  it  his  own  construction,  in  order  to  form 
such  opinion  correctly. 

In  the  sixth  article  of  the  Constitution  it  is 
declared,  that  the  *■  Constiioiioo,  and  the  laws  of 
'  the  United  States,  which  shall  be  made  in  por- 
'  Euance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  which  shall  be 
'  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
'  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  tbe  land,  and  the 
'Judges  in  every  State  shall  he  bound  thereby." 
What  is  the  authority  of  the  United  States? 
The  Constitution  and  will  of  the  people  express- 
ed through  their  Representatives  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States ;  the  legislative  authority 
of  the  nation  is  that  authority  without  which  no 
law  or  treaty  can  become  the  sopreme  law  of  the 
land.  An  individual  officer,  a  judge,  m  maTshnl, 
or  a  justice  of  the  peace,  may  act  undev  the  nn- 
thority  of  the  United  Stales,  so  long  as  lie  keeps 
himself  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitutioniii 
limits,  and  the  law*  of  the  United  States  enjoin- 
ing tbe  duties  lo  be.  by  him  performed.  The 
Constitution  is  the  paramount  »w,  bat  without 
the  aid  of  Congress  it  becomes  inopemtive.  A 
person  may  possess  the  faculty  to  play  upon  an 
organ,  but  if  he  has  not  that  instrument  be  does 
not  possess  either  the  power  or  the  means  to  play 
upon  it.  The  President,  by  the  Constitution, 
shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States;  but  he  cannot  command,  if  there  shall 
not  be  any  Army  or  Navy  called  into  the  senriee 
of  tbe  United  Sutes. 

Tbe  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  nil  eases 
'  In  law  and  equity,  arising  under  the  Constitn- 
*  tion,  tbe  laws  o(  the  United  Slates,  and  the  trea- 
'  ties  which  shall  be  made  under  their  authoriiy." 
If  the  words  "under  their  authority"  had  been 
omitted,  their  powers  would  not  have  been  con- 
strued to  extend  to  foreign  treaties.  Hence  the 
judicial  power  cannot  carry  into  effect  a  treaty 
not  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Constiintton 
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ud  laws  of  the  United  States ;  a  law  if  as  neees- 
aaiy  to  the  Taliditf  of  a  treaty  as  the  Constitation 
itMff. 

He  did  not  with  to  be  anderatood,  that  a  law 
is  neecssary  in  all  ease*  to  the  ralidity  of  a  treaty ; 
be  meani  to  extend  it  only  to  eases  where  a  treaty 
wonU  eotttrareoe  the  jMWers  delcfi|ated  to  Con* 
gress.  If  the  Coastitatioa  itself  gires  anthoritjr 
to  make  lbs  treaty,  the  treaty  thas  made  becomes 
the  sopreae  law  of  tbe  land ;  the  judges  in  erery 
State  sbill  be  bonnd  thereby,  and  the  jodieial 
wwerof  the  UDiied  States  shall  extend  toil; 
but  a  treaty  not  tbns  made  cannot  be  carried 
into  deention  by  tbe  ^dicial  aotbority  ;  they 
eeitainly  wonld  not  adjudge  a  treaty  to  be  made 
mder  tbe  antbority  or  the  United  States,  when 
the  treaty  is  made  in  dert^tioo  of  that  authority. 
He  spoke  of  the  authority  expressly  delegated  to 
Congress. 

Sopposeaueaty  made  on  ft  subject  not  prohibited 
nor  permitled  by  the  Conatitution,  as  in  the  ease 
of  tbe  oetty  ior  tbe  purchase  of  tbe  province  of 
Leaisiaoa ;  tint  power  ia  not  exprewly  delegated 
to  MOf  authority  under  the  ConstitDtion,  nor  is  it 
forbidden ;  the  Constitution  is  silent ;  one  of  the 
conditions  of  tbe  compact  is  for  the  payment  of 
915,000,000  to  France;  the  convention  is  rati* 
ned ;  tbe  money  is  not  paid  }  is  it  then  a  treaty? 
It  is  not.  It  becomes  a  nullity  if  tbe  money  is 
withheld ;  but,  according  to  the  argument  of 
•ooM  gentlemen,  it  ia  a  treaty,  and  the  supreme 
liw  of  the  land ;  and  yet  it  is  not  a  treaty ;  and 
»,  it  is  n  treaty,  and  it  is  not  a  treaty.  Suppose 
IM  money  paid,  it  is  then  a  treaty,  and  not  till 
tken  has  it  received  tbe  sanction  of  the  legislative 
aatbority,  under  the  Constitution,  and  becomes 
tke  sQjH'eme  law.  The  treaty  contains  a  stipula- 
timthat  the  inhabitants  shall  be  admitted  into 
tb«  UnioD.  It  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land ; 
tod  the  eoDiiaaR  not  enabled  to  carry  that  clause 
of  the  treaty  into  ^eet  j  it  requires  farther  legis- 
lative provisions. 

It  hu  been  said,  sir,  that  the  President  has  ra- 
tified die  eonvention  by  Great  Britain,  that  it 
has  been  approved  of  by  tbe  Senate,  and  sent 
forth  lo  tbe  public  by  a  proclamation  as  a  treaty; 
and  if  it  is  not  a  treaty  tbe  President  knows  not 
what  he  is  about.  Sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  the  President 
does  know  what  he  is  about ;  that  wise,  intelli- 
gent, and  upright  Chief  Magistrate,  who  has  long 
eaji^ed  tbe  confidence  of  this  nation,  was  a  m em- 
ber of  tbe  convention  which  framed  the  Constito* 
tion,  and  undersiands  tbe  subject  correctly.  In  his 
commanication  of  the  treaty  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  23d  day  of  De- 
cember laat,  he  says:  Ilay  before  Congress  copies 

*  of  apnielaination  luMifying  the  eonvention  eon- 

*  ekodcd  with  Qreat  Bntain,  on  the  3d  day  of 

*  JvUm  laat.  and  that  the  same  has  been  duly  rati- 
'  fied ;  and  I  recommend  to  Congress  eueh  tegis- 
'  latire  provisions  as  the  convention  may  call  for 

*  on  the  part  of  the  United  States." 

He  who  helped  to  make  tbe  Constitution  re 
^onmeDds  to  Congress  legislative  provisions  in 
nIatioD  to  this  treaty,  and  saeh  as  it  may  call  for, 
«tt  tha  part  of  the  United  Slates. 


The  prinejples  for  which  I  contend,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, said  Mr.  B.,are  briefly  these :  A  treaty  though 
made  has  not  force,  and  cannot  be  said  lo  be  made 
under  tbe  national  antbority,  without  a  law  of 
Congress  giving  it  that  aathoiity,  or  to  carry  it 
into  effect ;  that  is,  in  alt  cases  where  the  treaty 
in  its  provisions  interferes  with,  or  contraTenn 
any  of  the  powers  expressly  delegated  to  the 
lepslative  authority,  or  where  from  tbe  natnre 
of  tbe  treaty  itself  it  requires  legislative  provi- 
sion ;  bnt  if  the  treaty  is  not  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution,  and  does  not  contra- 
vene any  of  tbe  powers  delegated  to  Congress, 
and  is  of  tbe  description  that  it  can  be  carried 
into  effect  by  the  President  alone,  or  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate,  or  by  the  judicial  authority, 
without  tbe  aid  of  Congress,  legislation  in  such 
cases  becomes  wholly  useless ;  treaties  thus  made 
are  the  supreme  taw  of  the  land,  which  every  cit- 
izen is  bound  to  respect  and  to  obey. 

Mr.  CiTTBBBBT.— From  the  temper  discovered 
by  the  Housc^  at  the  introduction  of  this  trill,  I 
ud  expected  bat  little  discossion.  This  expeD- 
tation  nas  been  disappointed.  Disenssion  has 
been  opened  and  extended.  Tbose  who  advo- 
cate tbe  principles  which  make  tbe  bill  neces- 
sary, can  no  longer  withhold  themselves  from  the 
debate.  When  my  friend  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  yesterday  resumed  his  seat,  I 
felt  myself  under  the  influence  of  a  strong  im- 
pulse to  reply,  but  restrained,  because  !  partici- 
pated in  the  general  anxiety  to  listen  to  a  gentle- 
man who  has  recently  appeared  in  this  hsU.  I 
now  rise  for  the  purpose  of  such  reply,  which  I 
shall  enter  upon  without  preamble,  and  accom- 
plish with  brevity.  First,  then,  I  demand  that 
which  canbot  well  be  refbsed  to  me,  and  which 
being  granted,  all  that  I  desire  to  establish  most 
of  neoessity  follow.  What,  then,  do  I  demand  f 
It  is  this:  Are  the  principles  of  our  RepaUieak 
Constitation  of  Ooremment  founded  in  tbe  rea- 
son and  nature  of  things,  necessary  to  the  con- 
servation of  public  liberty,  tbe  safeguard  of  the 
general  interests,  and  the  security  of  the  equal 
rights  of  tbe  citizen  1  Has  it  been  the  resnli  of 
a  spirit  of  liberty,  chastened  by  sober  wisdom, 
and  a  sober  wisdom  animated  by  the  spirit  or 
liberty;  that  all  our  Constitution  andlawreati 
upon  this  principle— -"All  legislative  power  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Congress,  consisting  of  a  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives?'*  Is  this  struct- 
ure of  Qovemment,  this  intrustment  of  tbe  pow- 
ers of  legislation  that,  without  which  we  can 
form  DO  idea  of  civil  and  political  liberty,  and  a 
safe  guardianship  of  the  general  interests  7  Tea, 
with  confidence.  I  demand  if  there  be  any  in  this 
House  who  will  qaeation  these  prineiplea.  Cer- 
uinly  none  I  How  strange,  wild,  ana  contradic- 
tory then  does  it  appear^  uat  having  acknowl- 
edged that  onr  repumiean  constitation  of  Qov- 
ernment,  founded  on  the  reason  of  things  and 
the  nature  of  man,  can  allow  only  one  plan  of 
legislation  to  be  eoosisient  with  the  liberties  and 
interests  of  tbe  people,  any  one  should  immedi- 
ately add,  that  this  same  constitution  provides 
another  and  entirely  diflfereot  mode  of  legisla- 
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tine.  Yett,  1 it  does  appear  absurd  and  eon* 
tniictorj,  that  it  being  oeoesnrilf  granted  that 
oar  Constitutioa  has  vested  ait  the  libtrtie*  of 
th*  citizen  and  tke  ioteretts  of  the  commnnitr 
on  Ukis  principle,  that  all  legislatire  power  shall 
be  Tcated  in  a  Congress  composed  of  one  popular 
braacb,  theimmediale  reiHresentatiresofthe  peo- 
ple, styled  the  Hoiue  of  RepmniutiTes,  and 
wotber  branth  lepreMDting  the  nme  s»T«rcign- 
tics,  nader  the  atyle  tbe  Stoat*— it  sboold  be 
added,  that  this  same  Co&stitatiott  provides  tbe 
makiBg  of  lawi  by  tbe  Chief  Magistrate  aad  tbe 
Senate,  withoot  reference  to  tbe  immediate  Rep- 
zeaentatiTes  of  tbe  people.  For  sueh  are  the 
claims  for  the  treatr-making  power,  made  hy 
these  who  advocate  iu  extent  in  this  debate.  As 
what  m»j  not  become  tbe  subject  of  a  treaty ; 
commercial  regulation,  the  raising  of  armies  and 
of  navies,  extension  of  tbe  rigbts  of  citizenship  1 
What,  then,  are  there  to  be  no  grand  aad  fixed 
prineiiries  of  liberty,  which,  setUiog  on  their 
foundations,  from  day  to  day,  shall  acquire  with 
the  jtfogress  of  time  an  immoveable  ftrmacasi 
No  grand  prioe^les,  which,  incorporating  them- 
selves wito  the  soul  of  tbe  American  citizen, 
shall  make  a  part  of  his  very  nature,  and  revolt- 
ing into  strong  action,  on  violation,  shall  ibns 
beeeme  the  sanction  of  tbcir  oipo  |H«aervatioD  ? 
May  that  plan  of  policy  which  ought  to  be  be- 
lief ed  to  have  east  its  roots  so  deeply,  and  taken 
sostnmg  a  hold,  be  torn  up  thus  easily,  I  had 
almost  said,  thus  wantonly  ?  la  fine,  mav  a 
treaty  with  a  for«gn  des|mi,  |>euy  or  nighty, 
aabvett  to  its  base  the  legislaiive  authority  on 
whieh  depnds  tbe  entire  sebcmt  of  ow  polity 
and  liberty  t 

For  wbat  is  there  that  OMy  not  become  (as 
has  beensaid)  tbe  subject  of  a  treaty ;  commercial 
regulation,  tbe  raising  of  money,  of  armies,  and 
of  fleets,  the  franchises  of  citizenship,  and  what- 
ever i>ro|ierly  belongs  to,  and  is  most  interesting 
in  legislation  ?  My  friend  from  South  Carolina, 
clear,  rapid,  ardent,  and  impatieat  In  his  intel- 
leetoal  operations,  is,  perhaps,  carried  too  strong- 
ly towards  metaphysioal  subtlety  aad  the  sornd- 
nces  aad  eomideteaeas  of  theory.  If  from  this 
cavsB  he  has  here  eried,  I  would  beg  leave  to  re- 
nind  him,  that  wretched  indeed  would  be  the 
eoBditioa  of  the  human  raes  could  the  great 
priaeiples  of  Qoveroment  be  understood  only  by 
a  few  minds,  subtle,  refined,  and  comprehensive. 
Wretched,  indeed,  would  be  the  emdition  of  tbe 
human  race,  did  tbe  public  liberty  rcFt  only  in 
tbe  refined  subtleties  of  metaphysics.  My  friend, 
with  tbe  higher  and  more  solid  attributes  of 

fiaius,  is  iM>t  without  some  of  iu  shining  defects. 
ertUe  in  the  invention  of  topics  to  sustain  the 
cause  he  advoeates,  he  is  inclined  to  select  those 
vriiieb  do  not  readily  present  themselves  to  com- 
mon apprehension.  JElecommended  as  they  are 
to  himself  by  the  beauty  and  freshness  of  nov- 
elty, be  is  aware  that  they  carry  the  minds  o{ 
these  to  whom  be  addresses  himself  by  a  kind  of 
surprise,  produeing  a  quick  and  lively  iminvs- 
sion.  But  snch  reasoaing  should  be  regarded 
with  euspieion.  Thus,  then,  we  are  told,  that  a 


treaty  being  a  contract  to  wbicb  two  natioasare 
parties,  raiut  be  of  higher  and  more  solemn  obli- 
gation than  a  law  wbtch  is  tbe  act  of  one  nation. 
Bach  a  treaty  coatract,  it  is  said,  being  of  a 
higher  nabure,  and  more  tHodiag  force  than  a 
law,  may  repeal  a  law,  cannot  req«ire  tbe  sanc- 
tion of  a  law,  or  by  a  law  be  iavalidaled.  Row 
fallacious  this  reaaoaiog  1  Who  in  tbis  country, 
I  ask,  is  the  party  concerned  as  prioeipal  ta  a 
treaty  eoatiaet  ?  The  people.  Who  their  ageat? 
Tbe  treaty.makiag  power.  Wbara  ate  ibe  ith 
struetioas  tbe  agent  to  be  Ibnndl  la  the 
CoQstitutioo.  Aod  can  a  contmct  be  eosnderei 
as  complete  and  of  binding  force,  that  ba  not 
received  tbe  sanctioa  which,  accordiag  to  iu 
character,  is  required  by  tbe  iastrnotioDs  of  the 
prineipaL  What  inferior  contract  can  dissolve, 
or  in  aay  manner  affect  the  eonditioas  of  that 
imperial  contract,  the  constitution  of  repabliean 
Qoveroment,  in  which  tbe  eittzeu  by  aeolema 
act  eagagc  themuelves  to  each  others  and  pre- 
scribe limiu  to  those  who  adminisier  their  af- 
fairs 7  It  is  this  emitract  on  wliteh  rests  alt  Qov* 
emment,  which  gives  force  to  all  laws  aad  lifa 
Bad  validity  to  ^1  oth«r  contracts. 

But  tbe  faith  of  tbe  nation  we  are  told  is 
pled^  by  a  treaty.  Ah-1  tfau  is  tbe  qntslien 
in  diacQssion.  Is  the  ititb of  tba natioB  pledged? 
Certainly,  tbe  faith  of  tbe  nattoo  i»  not  pledged 
where  a  treaty  requires  the  saaetion  «  aJaw^ 
until  that  sanction  is  affi>rded.  It  is  tha  sail 
manual  that  stamps  the  hitherto  iMomplete  ear 
gagemeat.  Foreiga  nations  are  bomd  ta  aodei» 
stand  tbe  constitutioa  of  tbe  Gorentment  of  tbe 
peo]^  with  whom  they  treat.  Oor  Coastitatioa 
Is  the  credentials  borne  in  hand  by  our  ocgetiMof& 

The  error  (as  it  appears  to  me)  of  ttose  who 
deny  tbe  necessity  of  a  law  of  Congress  to  give 
full  force  to  treaties  which  embrace  sobjeoia  prop* 
erly  of  legislation,  has  its  commoncemenc  iq 
this :  that  they  do  not  comprehend  in  thnr  view 
of  tbe  Constitution  its  different  parU,  but,  seiz> 
ing  on  the  treaty-nuking  power  alone,  carry  it 
to  an  irraiioaal  extent,  aad  with  a  violent  invap 
sioa  over  all  tbe  reM  which  are  forced  to  yidd. 
Tbe  Constitution  is  tbeo  rightly  construed  irkm 
its  several  princijdes,  all  set  in  operation,  ana 
moperly  adjusted,  balanced,  and  barmoaiied. 
Bach  must  receive  its  due  weight  and  foroe  ae- 
cording  to  its  weight  and  lelatioa  to  others. 

With  res^rd  to  the  law  under  considmtion, 
the  membm-s  of  this  House  may  be  divided  into 
several  classes.  To  those  (of  whom  I  am  one) 
who  believe  tbe  sanction  of  a  law  in  this  oase 
necessary,  no  persuasioa  need  be  addressed. 
There  is  another  class  who  believe  that  in  caeea 
where  treaties  affect  internal  regolatioas,  their 
legislative  interposition  is  demanded.  Let  soeb 
consider  that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  if 
not  imposnble  to  deny  that  character  to  this 
treaty,  aad  that  it  is  tbe  less  hazardous  course  to 
act  on  that  presumption.  There  are  others  again 
who  regard  the  passage  of  a  law  in  many  of 
these  cases  as  a  matter  o(  form.  Let  soeb  re- 
flect that  forms  are  not  unfrequencly  the  bnt 
protection  to  what  is  Bubstaatiaiod. 
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I  oooelade  with  a  doctrine  whieh  mar  excite 
objeetioB  and  clamor,  bot  wbich,  I  with  cooft- 
dflfice  pndiflt,  irill  bnonc  the  doctrine  iMT  the 
natioa.  What  ie  the  doetrinB?  If  is  this:  this 
HoQM  i>  the  ^nnd  inqnest  of  the  nation)  and  in 
pabUc  diaeniuott  imni  bilb  mnit  examine  whe- 
ther the  CoBMitotion  has  been  preaerred  in  its 
int^rity,  and  ibe  honor  aCtk*  nation  nnnolated 
in  treaties.  • 
Mr.  Td(«eb  said  that  he  should  not  have  risen 
to  ofkr  to  tite  HoDse  ao  j  remarki  on  the  subject 
before  it,  if  he  bad  not  conceired  that  there  were 
some  important  eoDsideratioos  that  had  not  yet 
been  prcMOted  to  its  view.  Gtentlemen,  he  said, 
hare  so  eagerly  entered  upon  the  discascion  of 
tbtteneral  question  in  relation  to  the  treaty-mak- 
ing power,  a  giKstioo  of  the  greatest  magnitude 
lad  interest,  that  their  atteniitw  seems  to  hare 
bem  in  a  great  measure  withdrawn  from  tbe  bill 
trader eonsidermtion.  Letus  remember,  howerer, 
t^at  whatever  may  be  our  respeetire  optoitws  on 
the  solfieei  of  the  powers  of  the  several  branches 
of  Otrommeait,  the  passage  of  this  hill  may  in 
tbt  presnt  Mmte  of  thinMlieeome  absolutely  na- 
cesssty }  let  as  reflect,  that  upon  our  deoisionon 
tUs  ooeaaion,  the  execution  of  tbe  treaty  on  our 
net  in  the  spirit  of  good  faith,  may  essentially 
oepend,  and  whilst  we  look  to  tbe  qoestion  ckT 
G««itntioA«l  power,  let  us  not  entirety  forget 
ihs  peculiar  character  of  this  treatjr,  and  the  pro- 
mions  of  this  bill. 

Before  I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
maty  itself,  and  endearor  to  explain  the  neceesity 
of  Wislative  interference  on  this  occasion,  let  me 
UKb  for  a  momrat  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty- 
Biking  power ;  without  pretending,  howerer^  to 
t  oemprehensire  inrestigation  of  the  Coostitu- 
tioial  doctrines  in  relation  to  it,  as  such  an  a^ 
leapt  woald  lead  to  too  widen  discussion,  and 
Bwht  prore  both  tedious  and  uninteresting. 

iconeede,  without  hesitation, that  the  treaty- 
m^ng  power  is  rested  In  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate; bntgse  far  from  assenting  to  the  proposition 
that  CongteiB  hare  in  no  ease  a  right  to  interfere, 
I  coalend  that  it  may  be  of  the  renr  eseeeee  of  a 
treaty  to  e^age  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
Uut  Confess  will,  or  will  not  do  an  act,  or  will, 
or  will  not,  pass  a  law. 

I  nnderstaod  a  treaty  toade  by  tbe  Bncottve 
to  beau  engagement  entered  into  by  tbe  President 
BDd  Senate  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with 
>  fercign  Power,  by  which  something  majr  be  en- 
gtged  to  be  done  or  omitted  on  tbe  part  of  this 
Bstion,  It  is  rather  a  contract  by  which  the  par- 
ties iradertake  that  something  shall  be  done,  than 
ta  act  by  whicb  it  is  done.  The  stipulations  of 
the  imtrnmeirt  which  the  nation  by  its  Exceutire 
andertakes  to  perform,  are  also  oT  rarioos  char- 
acters, separate  and  distinct  natntes.  Some 
may  be  Sxccutire  merely,  some  Legislaiire;  and 
indeed,  fitmi  the  treaty  made  uader  the  old  Con- 
federation whereby  it  was  stipulated  that  the  cred- 
itors of  tbe  two  nadoQs  should  meet  with  no  im- 
pediment in  the  recorerr  of  their  debts,  it  seems, 
thtt  the  engagements  or  the  contracting  Powers 
may  on  some  occasions  be  referable  to  the  Judi- 


ciary department  of  tbe  QoTernment.   In  eith« 
oase,  the  treaty  entered  into  by  the  President  and; 
Senate,  can  be  r^rded  in  no  other  light  than  as 
an  engagement  on  the  part  of  this  nation,  thai  the 
stipulations  of  tbe  emitraet  slmU  be  earned  into 
effect  1^  that  department  of  the  GoTemment 
within  whose  province  they  may  nrspeetirelj 
&II.   Thus,  if  it  be  agreed,  that  an  Bxeentin  act 
shall  be  done,  the  Bxecotire  alone  may  carry  the 
treaty  into  full  and  complete  operation.  If  it  h» 
a|(reed  that  something  shall  be  done,  which  &11» 
within  the  province  of  the  legislative  power,  tbea 
the  legislative  aid  become  necessary,  beeauaa, 
though  the  President  and  Senate  may  make  a 
treaty,  tbe  Constitution  nowhere  empowers  theoL 
to  make  a  Isw.   These  principles  are  not  only 
dear  and  palpable,  I  conceive,  bnt  they  hare  betK 
acted  on,  and  are  admitted  in  effect  by  tbe  cooran 
of  argnment  which  his  been  pursued.   Thus,  if 
it  be  engaged  that  neace  shall  be  made  and  armiea 
witlkdrawn,  tbe  Executive,  by  its  mandate,  pro* 
claims  peace, tveonmaads  the  retreat  of  itsforeeai 
jetj  however  oolenn  and  oUintory  a  treaty  from 
tbt  iBonent  of  its  signature  oesoiAea  npm  that 
department  on  which  it  Innds,  until  th^departo 
ment  nets,  it  is  ao  rale  of  action  for  those  nndw 
its  control.  If  a  treaty  of  peace  for  example  ba 
made,  yet  if  the  Bxecutive  fail  to  pRntnlgate  it, 
if  they  refuse  to  proolaim  it,  If  they  refuse  to  givn 
orders  to  their  armies,  and  their  commanders  to 
suspend  hostilities,  no  commander,  no  c^Seer  would 
be  justified  in  acting  under  it  until  his  ordea 
were  reenved,  unless  be  did  so  upon  his  own  ra<t 
spoBsibility.  So  too  in  the  case  of  the  treaty  tiadar 
consideration.  However  conclusive  aad  {win  the 
treaty  may  be,  who  will  pretend  that  every  col- 
lector aad  deputy  collector  in  the  Union  may, 
without  orders  from  any  department  of  the  QoT- 
ernment, considerthetreatyasthasupramelaw.aa 
his  supreme  rule  of  coadui^  and  act  aemdiDgly  1 
If  Bo^  then  some  other  act  la  necessary  lo  earty 
this  treaty  into  operation,  whether  Bxceative  or 
L^rtdative,  I  will  not  now  stop  to  inqnim.  Tha 
treaty,  then,  does  not  execute  itself,  b  it  nat 
(without  anything  funher)  the  tnpreme  law  ee 
rule  of  eondnet  for  every  individual,  for,  if  it  bc^ 
then  every  individoal  is  justified  inactii^atoaca 
without  widting  Kxeeutiveiostmcttoa ;  nay,  aftec 
receiving  such  instruction,  they  would  in  con- 
science be  bound  to  follow  the  treaty  (Urns  become 
the  law  of  the  land)  rather  than  the  instructioa 
of  the  Presidrat  and  his  Secretaries. 

These  ecnsiderations  prove,  suflicieatly,  I  conr 
ceiv^  that  even  where  stipulations  are  made 
which  are  fblly  within  the  province  of  tbe  Ex^ 
outive  power,  a  treaty  does  not,  cannot,  ezeonle 
itself ;  that  it  is  in  truth  a  contract  to  do  somo- 
thing,  not  an  aet  by  which  it  is  doiw. 

This  distinction,  Mr.  Speaker,  becomes  yet 
more  plain,  when  we  come  to  apply  it  to  a  treaty 
containing  stipulations  by  which  the  nation  en- 
gages to  do  something  that  falls  within  the  sphere 
of  legislative  power.  I  will  notstop  to  proves  bK. 
laborious  reasoning,  that  cases  may  occur  in  which 
tbe  Illative  body  most  b«  called  on  to  execute 
the  provisions  of  a  treaty  j  I  will  not  fatigoe  the. 
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House  with  an  effort  to  show  thtt  there  are  cases 
in  which  the  treaty  can  neither  operate  as  a  law, 
Bor  the  EzecQtire  enforce  its  provisions  without 
a  law.  It  would  be  useless,  for  the  position  has 
always  been  admitted,  has  often  bera  acted  on, 
ud  is  now  most  amply  conceded.  Such,  sir,  is 
the  ease  of  a  treaty,  the  stipulations  of  which, 
calling  opon  the  treasures  of  the  countrr,  require 
an  appropriation.  Such,  too,  the  case  of  a  cession 
of  territory  spoken  of  in  the  debate,  if  we  couU 
dream  of  loeo  «  pow«  eziatiag  anywhere  in  ihe 
Federal  QoTernmenL  Suehf  too^  the  case  of  the 
atipulationa  in  the  eoDveoiion  by  which  Louis- 
iana was  ceded  to  the  Unit.ed  Stain,  whereby  on 
eertain  terms  she  was  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Let  us  pause  for  a  moment  and  ask  our- 
aelves,  whether  spch  treaties  can  be  regarded  as 
•zeeuliog  themselves;  whether  they  can  hare 
operation  without  legislative  aid  1  Can  a  treaty 
hy  a  tax;  can  a  treaty  make  an  appropriation; 
ean  a  treaty,  ipso  facto,  cede  territory;  can  a 
treaty  erect  a  Territory  into  a  Slate?  Can  these 
things  be  done  by  the  treaty  alone,  or  by  theaidand 
Instrumentality  of  the  Bzecntive  without  Legis- 
lattve  assistance?  It  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
they  cannot.  Even  the  most  zealous  supporters 
of  the  treaty-making  power  acknowledge,  that 
they  must  in  each  cases  look  to  the  Legislatore, 
though  they  contend  that  this  body  is  bound  to 
pass  the  neeessary  laws.  I  wlU  not  stop  at  this 
time  to  examine  this  principle,  bat  ask,  whether 
ii  is  not  palpable  from  these  admissions,  that  in 
all  sueh  cases  a  treaty  does  not  actually  make  or 
change  the  law,  but  only  engages  on  the  part  of 
the  united  Sutes  thatitsbairbemadeorchaDged? 
If  BO,I  am  not  incorrect  in  supposing,  that  a  treaty 
is  merely  an  engagement  that  certain  acts  shaU 
be  done  by  that  dppariment  of  the  <3overnment 
within  whose  province  they  may  fall;  and  that 
it  does  not  opierate  ia  cases  falliitg  within  the 
sphere  of  the  Legislative  power,  without  the  aid 
of  that  branch  of  the  Government. 

If  it  were  otherwise,  if  we  were  indeed  to  give 
into  the  monstrous  conatrnction,  that  a  treaty  of 
ittelf  ia  to  be  Marded  a  a  law ;  that  it  can  repeal 
a  solemn  act  of  the  Le|^slatur&  and  operate  di- 
teedy  apon  the  eommonity  withoat  the  agency 
of  that  Dianeh  of  the  Ooverament,  in  eases  exclu- 
sively within  the  legitimate  sphere ;  to  what  fatal 
lengths  shall  we  not  be  led.  If  treaties  have  this 
cfiwt  in  one  case,  why  not  in  all?  If  in  taking 
off  a  duty,  why  not  in  making  an  appropriation ; 
if  in  repealing  one  law,  why  not  in  passing  ano- 
ther |  why  not  in  laying  taxes,  granting  subsidies, 
making  cessions  of  territory,  and  even  paying 
tribute  to  an  Algerine  Dey  without  consent  of 
Congress,  if  inde^  our  gallant  seamen  had  not 
procured  more  honorable  terms  for  us  in  the  late 
negotiation?  Can  gentlemen  draw  the  line  of 
discrimination?  Can  they  point  oot  that  part  of 
the  Constitution,  which,  in  the  supposed  conces- 
sion to  the  treaty-making  power  of  the  legislative 
authority,  says  to  the  former, thus  far  shall  thou 
go  and  no  larther  1"  And  if  they  cannot^  this 
independenee  of  the  Legislature  must  exist  m  all 
eases  or  none.  It  is  admitted  that  it  does  not  ex- 


ist in  all  (as  in  the  cases  of  appri^riation,  fte.) 
and  I  therefore  conclude  it  exists  in  nose. 

But  if  the  legislative  authority  be  necessary,  is 
it  true  that  we  are  bound  to  ast  in  a  particular 
way  ?  Is  it  true  that  we  roust  pass  the  laws 
which  the  treaty-making  power  engages  we  shall 
pass  ?  Impossible  I  When  our  aid  is  called  for, 
we  must  have  the  power  to  deliberate;  iftode* 
liberate,  we  must  have  a  discretion  to  pass  or  ta 
reject ;  since  withoat  it  deliberatioa  is  a  mockery 
and  l^slative  solcmnitiesa  fair  subjeetof  derisioa 
and  contempt. 

There  is  another  point  of  view,  Mr.  Speaker, 
in  which  I  would  present  thissubject  to  the  House. 

To  whom  has  the  Constitotiooal  charter  given 
the  legislative  power?  I  answer,  in  the  exfdioit 
language  of  the  instrument  in  its  commeneiac 
clause  "  to  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  wbieb 
shall  consist  of  a  Senate,  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives." Is  this  ample  grant  restricted  by  any 
subsequent  part  of  the  instrument?  We  are  re- 
ferred by  gentlemen  to  the  treaty-making  power, 
aod  to  the  clause  which,  as  tbey  contend,  declares 
that  *'  treaties  shall  be  made  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land."  If  indeed  by  any  fair  construction 
this  clause  can  be  deemed  to  declare  that  treaties 
shall  be  superior  to  the  laws,  then  our  adversaries 
may  claim  the  victory  j  otherwise  they  must  y  ield 
iu  But  does  it  80  ?  It  declares  the  Cpnstitntion 
and  the  laws  of  Conjeres^  and  the  treaties,  to  be 
the  supreme  law. — Sopertor  to  what?  To  the 
laws  of  the  Stetes;  as  we  perceive  by  the  coo- 
elusion;  "anything  in  the  eonstitution  or  laws 
of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 
It  declares  all  three  to  be  supreme;  it  does  not 
attempt  to  graduate  the  respective  authority  d 
each,  nor  can  it  be  predicated  of  either,  that  under 
this  clause  it  is  saperior  to  the  others.  Even  the 
Constitution  itself  would  have  no  claims  to  su- 
periority, if  it  looked  only  to  this  passage  for  iu 
title  to  supremacy. 

If  then  the  legislative  power  be  vested  in  Con* 
gress,  and  if  by  this  clause  it  be  not  taken  away 
or  subject  to  the  control  of  the  treaty-making 
power,  I  presume  it  remains  unimpaired  in  the 
repiesentatives  of  the  oatioo.  If  so,  their  conear- 
rence  is  not  only  essential  to  carry  into  effect  a 
treaty  touching  upon  legislative  powers,  bat,  ia 
acting  upon  it,  they  must  deliberate  with  the  free- 
dom of  independent  legislators. 

It  is  contended,  however,  by  the  geatlemaa 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhodk,)  that  a 
treaty  is  superior  to  the  law,  because  it  u  a  con- 
tract between  oar  nation  and  another  Power.  I 
am  ready  to  admit,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  ingenuity  of 
the  gentleman  in  drawing  this  distinction.  It  is 
what  may  well  be  expected  from  his  ingenious  and 
active  mind.  But  I  think  it  will  appear  that  it 
is  more  ingenious  than  solid,  more  true  than  ap- 
plicable to  the  subject. 

I  admit  that  where  a  contract  has  been  entered 
into  and  completed  by  all  the  necessary  powers 
under  our  Constitution,  it  is  binding  upon  the 
nation.  But  the  question  still  recars,  when  is  it 
complete?  In  the  ease  of  a  treaty  containing 
stipiuatioos  merely  Bxeeative,  it  is  eomj^ie  when 
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the  raiifieations  are  eiebaoged.  Id  the  case  of 
a  treaty  which  requires  a  legjsUtire  act  to  gire 
it  operation,  we  coDteod  that  the  legistative  saac- 
tioo  mast  be  gireo  before  it  is  complete.  UdiiI 
thea  it  is  not  a  biadiog  cootract,  and  the  rights 
of  the  third  partf  (the  foreigo  Power)  do  not 
exisL  Is  it  not  the  pttith  pHncipii,  or  (if  tbe 
gentleuMD  will  permit  me  to  use  the  valgar 
tnnslation)  is  it  ooi  beg^o|^  the  qoestioD  to  con- 
tend, that  l>efore  the  le^ative  sanction  the  con- 
tract  is  bjodiog,  wbeo  Uie  rerf  qaestlon  between 
aa  is,  whether  tbtt  sanction  be  neecssnrjr  to  make 
it  bioding? 

I<et  it  not  be  said  that  foreign  nations  know 
notbing  of  these  Constitational  niceties.  My 
friend  from  Soath  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowhdsb)  has 
alreadrgiren  the  proper  answer  to  such  a  sugges- 
tion. The  foreign  Power  which  contracts  with 
na  is  bound  to  look  to  the  Constitutional  charter 
to  see  that  they  contract  with  the  proper  authority. 
Suppose  tbe  treaty  were  ratified  by  the  President 
without  the  assent  of  tbe  Senate.  Could  the  for- 
eign Power  complain  of  broken  faith  because  we 
ehonid  refuse  to  abide  by  it?  Could  it  allege 
Chat  it  knew  notbing  of  the  Senatorial  ratifica- 
tion ;  tluu  it  was  not  versed  in  the  mysteries  of 
oar  Constitntioo  1  By  no  means.  If  a  foreign 
Power  contracts  without  looking  to  the  authority 
ud  Constitutional  extent  of  powers  of  those  who 
undertake  to  treat  with  them,  tbe  loss  be  upon 
them — we  are  not  to  be  the  sufferers.  So,  if,  as 
we  contend, all  treaties  iovolriog  legislatiTe power 
require  legislative  sanction,  foreign  Powers  must 
look  to  it ;  and  seeing  that  the  EHcecaiiTe  are  not 
omnipotent,  and  have  do  power  to  bind  us  abso- 
lutely in  such  cases,  they  must  act  accordingly. 

iLet  us,  in  testing  the  correctness  of  the  principle 
contended  for  on  tbe  other  side  of  tbe  House,  ex* 
amine,  moreover,  whether  it  does  not  lead  to  inevi- 
table incooaistency.  It  is  asserted  that  a  treaty 
is  superior  to  a  law  in  conflict  with  its  provisions, 
and  repeals  a  prior  legislative  act  which  is  at 
-rariaace  with  its  stipulations.  Here  then  lha 
treats-making  power  is  superior  to  tbe  lav. 
fet  it  is  aomitted  that  Congress  can  declare 
WW,  a  prior  treaty  to  the  contrary  notwithstaad- 
iag,  and  by  the  act  of  war  annul  and  abrogate  a 
tmty.  Hcore  then  the  law  is  superior  to  the 
treaty-making  power.  Can  it  at  the  same  time 
be  both  superior  and  inferior  ?  Can  it  be  true 
that  whilst  tbe  President  and  Senate  can  repeat 
pre-existing  laws,  the  same  power  which  made 
those  pre-existing  laws,  can  in  its  turn  become 
superior,  and  abrogate  the  act  of  tbe  President 
and  Senate?  Impossible!  it  is  an  inconsistency 
that  cannot  be  admitted ;  it  is  a  construction  that 
would  b^t  nnutterable  confusion. 

Bat  it  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  CxuuovaJ)  that  tbe  act  of  declar- 
ing var  IS  rather  a  judicial  than  a  legislative  act. 
I  understand  tbe  gentleman's  idea  and  admit  tbe 
isgenoity  of  the  distinction)  though  it  cannot 
avail  him  in  answer  to  the  difficulty  I  have  sug- 
gested. I  suppose  the  gentleman  to  mean,  that 
IB  passing  an  act  declaring  war,  tbe  Congress  of 
the  United  States  express  their  opinion  or  jndg- 
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ment  on  the  state  of  the  relations  between  this 
country  and  its  adversary,  proDouncing  that  in 
their  judgment  subsisting  treaties  are  broken,  and 
that  such  an  act  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  mere 
ordinary  legislation  in  which  the  interest  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  nation  are  the  chief  objects  In  view. 
Shonm  we  admit  this  subtle  distiaction,  does  it 
avoid  (he  difficulty  t  Is  not  the  Congress  if  pos- 
sessed of  the  power  of  declaring  war,  whatever 
be  the  nature  of  the  act,  superior  to  the  treaty- 
making  power  whose  contracts  it  therebv  abro- 
gates? And  does  not  the  question  stitf  recur, 
whether  it  can  be  both  superior  and  inferior— 
wbeUier  the  legislative  and  tbe  treaty-making 
power  can  reciprocally  and  ad  infinitum  repeu 
the  acts  of  each  other  ? 

Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  some  of  the  considera- 
tions on  tbe  subject  ol  the  treaty-making  power 
which  have  presented  themselves  to  my  mind; 
and  though  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  take  a 
much  mote  excursive  range  on  this  interesting 
subject,  yet  I  shall  leave  to  others  to  do  so,  and 
proceeo  to  the  second  inquiry  I  proposed  to  my- 
self— Does  the  treaty  under  consideration  require 
legislative  aid  to  efleet  its  provisions  ?  If  it  does, 
gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  tbe  House  should  con- 
cur in  voting  for  the  bill.  We  should  do  so,  be- 
cause we  all  believe  it  advisable  to  carry  the 
treaty  into  efiect;  those  on  the  other  side  should 
do  so  peculiarly,  because,  according  to  their  doc- 
trines, tbey  are  morally  bound  to  legislate  where 
the  treaty  requires  legislative  aid.  All  should  be 
solicitous  to  avoid  tbe  slightest  impotation.on  tbe 
faith  of  the  nation. 

If  ever  there  was  a  treaty  in  which  legislative 
aid  was  necessary,  this  appears  to  me  peculiarly 
to  require  it.  Its  stipulations  not  only  compre- 
hend subjects  within  the  sphere  of  the  legisla- 
tive power,  but  those  subjects  of  legislation  which 
are  more  peculiarlythe  province  of  this  branch  of 
the  Qovernment.  Whether  we  consider  tbe  ques- 
tion in  relation  to  the  peculiar  powers  of  this 
House  in  relation  to  taxation,  to  the  pledge  of  the 
dutiea  in  question  to  the  paolio  eraaitors,  or  the 
particular  provisiona  of  the  instrument,  I  can  per- 
ceive no  Constitutional  means  of  carrying  the 
convention  into  effect  without  legislative  co-oper- 
ation. « 

Is  tber^  I  will  ask,  any  subject  of  legislation, 
Mr.  Speaker,  in  which  this  House  has  greater  in- 
terest or  greater  Constitutional  control  than  that 
which  is  in  anywise  connected  with  taxation  and 
revenue?  Can  gentlemen  point  out  anything 
more  important,  and  more  interwoven  with  all 
our  feelings  than  the  question,  "on  what  articles 
shall  taxes  be  laid ;  from  what  subjects  shall  the 
necessary  revenues  of  tbe  Qovernment  be  raised?" 
What  has  produced  in  this  House  more  sensation 
than  whether  tbe  revenues  shall  he  raised  from 
wbiskef,  from  salt,  from  merchandise,  or  land? 
The  objects  of  taxation  are  equallv  important  and 
ittterestiu^  with  the  quantum  to  be  raised,  or  the 
appropriauon  of  it  after  it  baa  been  raised  j  and  if 

Sntlemeu  admit  thM  an  appropriation  by  this 
ouse  is  necessary  to  eflbctoate  the  provisions  of 
a  treaty,  which  engages  that  such  an  appropria- 
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tioD  shall  be  made,  they  mast  eqnall^  eoocede  the 
neeeasitf  of  a  legislative  act,  where  the  treaty 
aftets  the  mode  in  which  uie  public  hardens 
shall  be  imposed.  And  what  is  the  presentease? 
The  treaty  engages  that  a  part  of  oar  reTenues, 
which  were  heretofore  raised  from  taxes  and  da- 
ties  on  British  ships,  shall  be  taken  from  them, 
and-  of  course  shall  be  raised  from  other  objects. 
As  we  must  raise  the  amoaot,  and  can  no  longer 
derive  it  from  British  resseis,  we  must  draw  it 
from  still  taxes,  or  land  taxes,  or  from  some  other 
sonrce  which  mijght  be  equally  disagreeable;  and 
thus,  although  this  House  has  a  peculiar  control 
oTer  such  subjects,  the  President  and  Senate, 
under  the  constructioo  giren  to  the  Constitation 
by  some  gentlemen  in  this  debate,  woold  be  rested 
by  tl»t  iastrumeot  with  the  monstrous  power  of 
directii^  this  body  in  what  manner  taxes  shall  be 
laid.  This  cannot  be  true — this  cannot  be  the 
fair  interpretation  of  the  instrument.  A  law  in 
this  case  is,  therefore^  peculiarly  necessary  to  re* 
mere  those  dnttes  which  the  legislative  bodfy  alone 
can  impose,  and  alone  can  abrogate. 

The  necessity  of  l^tslative  interference  on  the 
present  oeeasion  is  yet  more  palpable,  when  we 
torn  oar  attention  to  the  public  creditors.  The 
very  daties  in  question  are  pledged  to  them  for 
the  payment  of  their  claims,  and  the  nation  has 
solemnly  pledged  its  faith  that  they  shall  con- 
tinue until  the  debt  is  paid  ofE  reserving,  however, 
to  Congress  (not  to  the  President  and  Senate)  the 
rifl^t  to  substitute  others  in  their  stead.  Shall 
this  power,  reserved  by  the  act  to  Congress,  com- 
posed of  ah  the  branches  of  the  Legislature,  be 
exercised  tbm  by  the  President  and  Senate  alooe  ? 
Shall  they  have  the  authority,  without  our  acqui- 
escence and  the  powers  reserved  to  a&  to  sweep 
away  the  morjiiaged  subject,  and  break  the 
^ghted  faith  of^the  nation  with  the  pahlie  cred- 
itor? Will  the  gentleman  from  Soatn  Candina, 
(Bfr.  CALBOtm.)  be  who  has  so  strenuoasly  con- 
tended for  the  inviolability  of  contracts — will  he 
amme  such  a  position  f  I  am  sure  he  will  not. 
Bat  if  the  President  and  Senate  have  the  powers 
reserved  to  Congress,  of  taking  off  those  duties  at 
their  dtscretioo,liaTe  they  also  the  power  of  mak- 
ing the  substitute,  and  of  laying  the  taxes  wliich 
are  to  supply  their  place?  If  they  have,  then  is 
the  Constitutional  power  of  this  House  gone  for- 
ever; if  they  have  not,  then  have  they  the  power 
of  breaking  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  and 
annnlling  the  mortgage  we  bare  given  to  our 
creditors?  Either  altematire  is  so  pregnant  with 
mischief,  that  we  most  renounce  the  construction 
which  leads  to  it,  and  acknowledge  the  necessity 
of  the  ageDer  of  Congress,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  law  I  have  quoted,  to  abolish  duties  which 
have  been  sotemoly  pledged  to  their  creditors. 

When  we  look  to  the  provisions  of  the  conven- 
tion itself  vre  cannot  doubt,  I  conceive,  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  bill  before  you.  What  does  the  con- 
vention provide?  That  the  daties  on  American 
and  British  bottoms,  which  are  now  unequal,  shall 
be  equalized.  And  can  this  equality  only  be  ef- 
fected in  one  mode — by  taking  off  the  additioitai 
en  per  cent,  on  British  ships?  Cannot  an  equal- 
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ization  be  equally  effi!eted  by  raising  the  duties 
on  American  ships  to  the  present  duties  on  Brit- 
ish vessels?  And  have  we  not  even  the  poor 
privilege  of  deciding  which  of  the  alternatives 
shall  be  adopted  ?  Does  the  treaty-making  power 
draw  to  it  this  power  also?  Because  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  have  bound  the  nation  to  effect 
an  object  in  one  of  two  ways,  have  they  also  the 
power  of  declaring  which  of  the  two  shall  be 
adopted,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  l^jslatire  power 
of  this  House  ?  Impossible.  If  we  have  not  the 
right  now,  we  never  can  have  it  hereafter;  and, 
according  to  this  idea.  Congress  can  never  lav 
any  additional  duties  on  tonnage,  however  equal 
in  their  operation,  because  n  paramount  power 
(the  President  and  Senate)  have  declared  that, 
under  this  treaty,  the  extra  duties  shall  be  taken 
off. 

I  conclude,  therefore,  Mr.  S^eaker^  that,  for  the 
reasons  I  have  offered,  our  aid  as  a  legislative 
body  is  necessary  on  the  present  oeeasion,  and 
that  the  bill  before  the  House  ^uld  be  passed. 
I  am  ready  to  give  that  aid,  atid  to  vote  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  hecaase  I  believe  it  will  be 
advaniageoos  to  the  nation,  and  beeaose  I  appro* 
bend  that,  without  such  an  act,  the  treaty  must 
either  remain  unexecuted,  or  the  Executive  must 
assume  to  itself  powers  which  are  not  within  its 
province. 

Mr.  PiNKHET  said  he  intended  yesterday,  if  the 
state  of  his  health  had  permitted,  to  hare  tres- 
passed on  the  House  with  a  short  sketch  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  be  disapproved  of  this  bill.  ' 
What  I  coald  not  do  then,  said  he,  I  am  about  to 
endeavor  nowj  under  the  pressure  nevertheless 
of  continuing  indisposition,  as  well  as  under  the 
influence  of  a  natural  reluctance  thas  to  manifest 
an  apparently  ambitious  and  improvident  hurry 
to  lay  aside  the  character  of  a  listener  to  the  wis- 
dom of  others,  by  which  I  could  not  fitil  to 
profit,  for  that  of  an  expounder  of  mv  own  hom- 
ole  notions,  which  are  not  likely  to  be  profitaUe 
to  anybody.  It  is  indeed  but  too  probable  that  I 
should  best  have  consulted  both  delicacy  and  dis- 
cretion if  I  had  forborne  this  precipitate  attempt 
to  launch  my  little  bark  upon  what  an  honorable 
member  has  aptly  termed  "  the  torrent  of  debate** 
which  this  bul  has  produced.  I  am  conscious 
that  it  may  with  singular  propriety  be  said  of  me 
that  I  am  novus  hospes  here,  ttiat  1  have  scarcely 
begun  to  acquire  a  domicil  among  those  whom 
I  am  undertaking  to  address ;  and  that  recently 
transplanted  hither  from  courts  of  judicature,  I 
ought  for  a  season  to  look  upon  myself  as  a  sort 
of  exotic,  which  time  has  not  sufficiently  famili- 
arized with  the  soil  to  which  it  has  been  re- 
moved, to  enable  it  to  pitt  forth  either  firait  or 
flower.  Howerer  all  this  may  be,  it  is  now  too 
late  to  be  silent.  I  proceed,  therefore,  to  entreat 
your  indulgent  attention  to  the  few  words  with 
which  I  have  to  trouUe  you  upon  the  subject 
under  deliberation. 

That  subject  has  already  been  treated  with  an 
admirable  force  and  perspicuity  on  all  sides  of 
the  House.  The  strong  power  of  argument  has 
drawn  aside,  as  it  ought  to  do,  the  veil  which  is 
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snppcMd  to  belong  to  it.  ud  which  some  «f  at 
seen  uwiUins  to  diitnroi  end  the  stronger  pow- 
er of  genios,  irom  m  higher  r^on  than  tint  of 
arsnment,  has  thrown  open  it  all  the  light  with 
which  it  is  the  prerogatiTe  of  genjas  to  invest 
and  illiutrafte  erer^thiag.  It  is  fit  that  it  should 
be  ao;  for  the  inbjMt  ib  worthy,  by  its  dignity 
and  importance,  to  employ  in  tbe  discossion  of  it 
all  the  powers  of  the  mind  and  all  the  eloqaeaee 
by  which  I  hare  already  felt  that  tbis  assembly 
is  distiagnished.  Thesntijeet  is  tbe  fandamental 
taw.  We  owe  it  to  the  people  to  labor  with  sin* 
cerity  and  diligeaee,  to  aaeertain  the  true  con- 
stniation  of  that  law,  which  is  but  a  record  of 
their  will.  We  owe  it  to  the  ohligniiooa  of  tbe 
Oftth  which  has  recMtly  been  imprinted  opon  our 
eimanienees,  aa  well  as  to  the  people^  to  oe  obe- 
dieni  to  that  will,  when  we  have  snoceeded  in 
aacartainiog  iu  1  shall  gire  yoa  my  opinion 
npon  this  matter,  with  the  atmoat  deference  for 
the  judgment  of  others}  but  at  tbe  same  time 
with  thai  hootst  and  mireaerred  freedom  which 
becomes  this  place,  and  is  suited  to  my  habits. 

Before  we  can  be  in  a  sitoaiton  to  decide 
whether  this  bill  onght  to  pass,  we  mnet  know 
meisely  what  it  it ;  what  tt  is  not  is  obrioos. 
It  is  not  ft  bill  -which  is  awuliary  to  the  treaty. 
It  does  not  deaJ  with  detaib,  which  the  treaty 
does  not  bear  iik  iu  own  boeeaa.  It  conlnios  no 
idttidiary  eaacCmeata,  no  dependent  prorisions, 
flowing  as  cerroUaiies  from  the  treaty.  It  is  not 
to  raiae  money,  or  to  make  qvpropriations,  or  to 
do  anytUag  elae  beyendor  out  ofthe  treaty.  It 
aeiaaunply  ai  the  echo  of  the  treaty. 

"Jagraimat  veeet,  auditague  verfra  rgoortof." 
It  may  properly  be  called  tbe  twin  brother  of  tbe 
treaty ;  its  dapUcale,  its  reflected  image;  for  it 
re-enacts  with  a  timid  fidelitfr,  aomewhat  incon- 
sistent with  the  boldnesa  of  iia  pr^cnsions,  all 
that  the  treaty  stipslatea,  and  having  performed 
ibat  work  of  sopererogation,  stops.  It  once  at- 
tempted aomethmg  mor^  indeed,  but  that  snrplne 
hat  bMO  expnogM  from  it  as  a  desperate  intru- 
der, as  something  which  might  violate,  by  a  mis* 
interpretation  of  the  treaty,  tbat  very  public  faith 
wluch  we  are  now  prepared  to  say  tbe  treaty  has 
never  plighted  in  any  the  smallest  d^ee.  In  a 
word,  the  bill  is  a  fac  simUe  of  the  treaty  in  all 
ita  clauses. 

I  am  warraaied  in  eoncladiog,  then,  that  if  it 
be  anything  but  aa  empty  form  of  words,  it  is  a 
eoBfirmation  or  mlifieatum  of  the  treaty ;  or,  to 
speak  with  a  moregnarded  acewaey,  ia  an  act  to 
which  only  (if  passed  into  a  law)  the  treaty  can 
owe  ila  being.  If  it  does  not  spring  from  the 
jaitritm  kges^fiamdij"  by  which  this  body  can 
never  be  afflicted,  I  am  warranted  in  saying  tbat 
it  aprittgs  firom  an  hypothesis  (which  may  afflict 
U9  with  a  worse  disease)  that  no  treaty  of  com- 
mefce  ean  be  made  by  any  power  in  tbe  State 
bat  Congress.  It  stands  upon  that  postulate,  or 
it  is  a  mere  bnbble,  which  might  be  suffered  to 
float  through  the  forms  of  legislation,  and  then 
to  burst  without  consequence  or  notice. 

That  this  postulate  is  utterly  irreconcilable 
with  the  claims  and  port  with  which  thia  con- 
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ventlon  comes  before  yoa,  it  is  impossible  to  deny. 
Look  at  it!  Has  it  tbe  air  or  shape  of  a  mere 
pledge  that  the  President  will  recommend  to 
Congress  the  passage  of  such  laws  as  will  pro- 
duce the  effect  at  which  it  aims  ?  Does  it  pro- 
fess to  be  preliminary,  or  provistoaal,  or  inchoate, 
or  to  rely  upon  yoar  inatromenuliiy  in  the  con- 
summation of  it,  or  to  uke  any  notice  of  yon, 
bowever  distant,  as  aettwl  or  eventual  parties  to 
it  ?  No ;  it  pretends  op<Hi  the  face  of  it,  and  In 
the  solemnities  with  which  it  has  been  accom- 
panied and  followed,  to  be  a  pact  with  a  foreign 
State,  complete  and  selF^ffeient,  from  tbe  oUi- 
gation  of  which  this  QoTemment  cannot  now 
escape,  and  to  the  perfection  of  which  ao  more 
is  necessary  than  has  already  been  done.  It  cob- 
tains  the  elause  whieh  is  found  in  the  treaty  of 
1794,  and  substantially  in  every  other  treaty  made 
by  the  United  States  under  the  present  dmstitu- 
lion,  so  aa  to  have  become  a  formula,  that  vihm 
ratified  by  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  by- 
and  with  tbe  advice  and  coasent  of  tbe  Senate^ 
and  by  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  the  respective 
ratifications  mutually  exchanged,  it  shall  be  bind- 
ing nod  obligatory  on  the  said  States  and  His 
Majesty. 

It  has  been  ratified  in  conformity  with  tbat 
clause.  Ita  ratifications  have  been  ezehanged  in 
the  established  and  siipnlated  mode.  It  has  been 
proclaimed  asether  treaties  have  been  proclaimed, 
by  the  Bxecutive  Government,  at  an  integral 

EortioB  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  onr  oitizena  at 
ome  and  aWoad  hate  been  adatwiabed  to  keep 
and  lAaerve  it  aocordingly.  It  baa  been  sent  t* 
tbe  other  ctmtraeting  party,  with  the  laat  atamp 
of  the  national  faith  upon  it,  after  the  manner  « 
former  treaties  with  the  same  Pomr,  and  will 
have  been  recnved  and  acted  upon  by  tbat  party 
as  a  concluded  contract,  long  before  your  loiter- 
ing legblation  can  overtake  it.  I  profess,  sir,  I 
am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  this 
convention  bat  been  since  its  ratifications  were 
exchanged,  and  what  it  is  now,  if  onr  bill  be 
sound  in  its  principle.  Ha?  it  not  be«t,  and  is  it 
not,  an  unintelligibly  unbaptized  aad  unbaptizn- 
ble  thing,  without  attributes  of  any  kind,  bearing 
the  semblance  of  an  executed  compact,  but  in  re- 
ality a  hollow  fiction ;  a  thing  which  no  man  is 
held  to  eonaider  even  u  the  gwm  of  a  treaty, 
entitled  to  be  cherished  in  the  Tioeyard  of  the 
Constitotion }  a  thing  which  profemng  to  hare 
done  everything  that  public  honw  demands,  has 
done  nothmg  but  praciisa  ddnsiou'i  Yon  may 
ransack  every  diplomatic  nomenclature,  and  mn 
through  every  vocabulary,  whether  of  di{domaey 
or  law,  and  yon  shall  not  find  a  word  by  which 
you  may  distinguish,  if  our  bill  be  correct  in  its 
hypothesis,  tbis  "  deed  without  a  name."  A 
plain  man  who  is  not  used  to  manage  his  phrases, 
may,  therefore,  presume  to  say  that  if  this  con- 
vention with  Kagland  be  not  a  valid  treaty, 
which  does  not  stand  in  need  of  your  assist- 
ance, it  is  an  usurpation  on  the  part  of  those 
who  have  underUken  to  make  it;  that  if  it  be 
not  an  act  within  tbe  treaty-making  capacity, 
confided  to  the  Presidettt  and  Senate^  it  is  an 
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cneroubment  od  the  legulatire  rigbti  of  Con- 

I  am  one  of  those  who  riew  the  bill  upoD  the 
uUe  as  dedarioff  that  it  ii  not  withio  that  capa- 
city, as  looking  down  upon  the  eoDTentton  as 
the  still-born  progeny  or  arrogated  powerj  as 
offeriog  to  it  the  paternity  of  Coogreas,  and  affect- 
ing by  that  paternity  to  give  to  it  life  and 
strength;  and  as  I  think  that  the  coorention 
does  not  stand  in  need  of  any  such  filiation,  to 
make  it  either  strong  or  legitimate,  that  it  is  al- 
ready all  that  it  can  become,  and  that  useless 
tegislatioD  upon  such  a  subject  is  ricioas  legisla- 
tion, I  shall  vote  against  the  bill.  The  correct- 
ness of  these  opinions  is  what  I  propose  to  cftab- 
lish. 

I  lay  it  down  as  an  incontroTertible  truth,  that 
the  ConstitQtioa  has  assnmed  (and,  indeed,  how 
could  it  do  otherwise  t)  that  the  Qoreromtnt  of 
the  United  States  might  andwoold  hare  occa- 
sion, like  the  other  Goveroments  of  the  civilized 
world,  to  enter  inio  treaties  with  foreign  Powers, 
upon  the  various  subjects  involved  in  their  mu- 
tual relations;  and  further,  that  it  might  be,  and 
was,  proper,  to  designate  the  department  of  the 
Governmeat  in  which  the  capacity  to  make  such 
treaties  should  be  lodged.  It  has  said,  according- 
ly, that  the  Precident,  with  the  concurrence  of 
toe  Senate,  shall  possess  this  portion  of  the  na- 
tional sovereignty.  It  has,  furthermore,  given  to 
the  same  Magistrate,  with  the  same  concurrence, 
the  exclusive  creation  and  control  of  the  whole 
machinery  of  diplomacy.  He  only,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Senate,  can  appoint  a  negotiator, 
or  can  make  any  step  towards  negotiation.  The 
ConstiiQtion  does  not,  in  any  part  of  it.  even  in- 
timate that  any  other  department  ahall  possess 
either  a  eonstant  or  an  occasional  right  to  inters 
poee  in  the  pceparation  of  any  treaty,  or  in  the 
final  perfection  of  it.  The  President  and  Senate 
are  explicitly  pointed  out  as  the  sole  actors  in  that 
sort  of  transaction.  The  prescribed  concurrence 
of  the  Senate,  and  that,  too,  by  a  majority  greater 
than  the  ordinary  legislative  majority,  plainly 
excludes  the  necessity  of  Congressional  concur- 
rence. If  the  consent  of  Congress  to  any  treaty 
had  been  iniendecL  the  Constitution  would  not 
have  been  guilty  of  the  absurdity  of  first  putting 
a  treaty  for  ratification  to  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate exclusively,  and  again,  to  the  same  President 
aed  Senate  as  portioos  of  the  Legislature.  It 
would  have  submitted  the  whole  matter  at  once 
to  Congress,  and  the  more  especially,  as  the  rati- 
ficatiOD  of  a  treaty  by  the  Senate,  as  a  bianek  of 
the  Legislature,  may  be  by  a  smaller  number  than 
a  ratlMation  of  it  by  the  same  body,  as  a  branch 
of  the  Bzeeulive  government.  If  the  ratification 
of  any«treaiy  by  the  Presiden^  with  the  advice 
and  eonsent  of  the  Senate,  must  be  followed  by 
a  legislative  ratification,  It  is  a  mere  nonentity. 
It  is  good  for  all  parposes,  or  for  none.  And  if  it 
be  nothing  in  effect,  it  is  a  mockery  by  which 
nobody  would  be  bound.  The  President  and  Sea- 
ate  would  not  themselves  be  bound  by  it;  and 
the  ratification  would  at  last  depend,  not  upon 
the  will  of  the  President  and  two-thirds  of  the 
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Senate^  bnt  upon  the  will  of  a  bare  majority  of 
the  two  braoehcs  of  the  Legislature,  subject  to  the 
qualified  legislative  eonlroT  of  the  Presideat. 

Upon  the  power  of  the  President  and  Senate, 
therefore,  there  ean  be  no  doubt.  The  only  ques- 
tion is,  as  to  the  extent  of  it,  or,  in  other  words,  as 
to  the  subject  apon  which  it  may  be  exerted. 
The  effect  of  the  power,  when  exerted  within  its 
lawful  sphere,  is  beyond  the  reach  of  controveny. 
The  Coostitution  has  declared,  that  whatsoever 
amounts  to  a  treaty,  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  shall  immediately  be  supreme 
law.  It  has  contradistinguished  a  treaty  as  a  law, 
from  an  act  of  Congress  as  a  law.  It  has  erected 
treaties,  so  contradistinguished,  into  a  binding 
judicial  rule.  It  has  given  them  to  oar  courts  ih 
justice,  in  defining  their  jurisdiction,  as  a  porticm 
of  the  tat  terra,  which  they  are  to  interpret  and 
enforce.  In  a  word,  it  has  communicated  to  them, 
if  ratified  by  the  department  which  it  has  speci- 
ally prortded  for  the  making  of  them,  the  rank  of 
law,  or  it  has  spoken  without  meaning.  And  if 
it  has  devatcd  them  to  that  rank,  it  is  idle  to  at- 
tempt to  raise  them  to  it  by  ordinary  legislation. 

Upon  the  extent  of  the  power,  or-  the  subjects 
upon  which  it  may  act,  there  is  as  little  room  for 
controversy^.  The  power  is  to  make  treaties.  TJte 
word  treaties  is  nomen  eenercdignmum,  and  wilt 
comprehend  commercial  treaties,  Unless  there  be 
a  limit  upon  it  by  which  they  are  excluded.  It 
is  the  appellative,  which  will  take  in  the  whole 
species,  if  there  be  nothing  to  narrow  its  scope. 
There  is  no  such  limit.  There  is  not  a  syllable  in 
the  context  of  the  clause  to  restrict  the  natural 
import  of  its  phraseology.  The  power  is  left  to 
the  force  of  tne.'generie  term,  and  is  therefore  as 
wide  as  a  treaty-making  power  can  be.  It  em- 
braces all  the  varieties  which  it  could  beeapposed 
this  Government  could  find  it  necessary  or  proper 
to  make,  or  it  emtwaees  none.  It  eovers  the  whole 
treaty-making  ground  which  this  Government 
eotild  be  expectM  to  occupy,  or  not  an  inch  of  it. 

It  tsa  just  presumtHion,thatit  wasdeeigned  to 
becoextensire  with  all  the  exigencies  of  onraffairi. 
Usage  sanctions  that  presumption— expediency 
does  the  same.  The  omission  of  any  exception 
to  the  power,  the  omission  of  the  designation  of 
8  mode,  by  which  a  treaty,  not  intended  to  be  in- 
cluded within  it,  might  otnerwise  be  made,  con- 
firms it.  That  a  commercial  treaty  was,  above 
all  others,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, is  manifest.  The  immemorial  practice  ^ 
Europe,  and  particularly  of  the  nation  from  which 
we  emigrated,  the  consonaaee  of  enlightened  the- 
ory to  that  practice,  prove  it.  It  mav  besaid,  in- 
deed, that  at  the  epoch  of  the  tarth  ot  oar  Omli- 
tutioD,  the  necessity  for  a  power  to  nuke  e«m- 
mercial  treaties  was  scarcely  visible,  for  that  our 
trade  was  then  in  its  infancr.  It  was  so ;  bnt  it 
was  the  infancjr  of  another  Hercules,  promisiog, 
not,  indeed,  a  victory  over  the  lion  of  Ifemva,  or 
the  boar  of  Erymanthus,  but  the  peaceful  con- 
quest of  every  sea  which  could  be  subjected  to 
the  dominion  of  commercial  enterprise.  It  was 
then  as  apparent  as  it  is  now,  that  the  destinies 
of  this  great  nation  were  irrevocably  commercial; 
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thtt  tli«  oeeao  woald  be  whiteDcd  by  oar  sailsi 
tod  the  "  ttUima  (Ati^e"  of  the  world  compelled 
to  witness  the  more  than  Phoeoieiaa  spirit  and 
iDtelligeDce  of  otir  merchaots.  With  thia  glo- 
rioasantieipatioa  dawntog  apoa  them  ;  with  this 
resplendent  Aurora  gilding  the  prospect  of  the 
fature;  najr,  with  the  risen  orb  of  trade  illnmi- 
nating  the  rui  horizon  of  Americao  greatness,  it 
eannoc  besni^ostd  that  the  framera  of  the  Cod- 
stitqiioB  did  sot  look  to  the  lime  when  we  should 
be  called  npon  to  make  commercial  oonTentions. 

It  needi  sot  the  aid  of  the  imagination  to  re- 
ject (bis  divparaging  and  moDstrous  sapposition. 
DoUoMS  iimf,  larowiDg  aside  the  lethargy  of  its 
ebaracter,  and  rising  for  a  paHing  moment  to  the 
raptore  of  entbosiasm,  will  diselaim  it  with  in- 
dignation. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  Cooslitntton  has 
glren  to  Coogresd  the  power  to  regnlate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  and  that,  since  it 
woald  be  inconsistent  with  that  power,  that  the 
President,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  should 
do  the  same  thing,  it  follows  that  this  power  of 
Congress  is  an  exception  out  of  the  treaty-making 
power.  Nerer  were  premises,  as  it  appears  to 
my  understanding;,  less  salted  to  the  conclusion. 
Tne  power  of  Congress  to  regalate  our  foreign 
trade,  is  a  power  of  municipal  legishition,  and 
vss  designed  to  operate  as  nr,  as  upon  such  a 
Hlir|eei,  municipal  legislation  can  reaeh.  With- 
oQt  raeb  a  power,  the  Goremmeot  would  be 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
ioBtituted.  A  power  to  regalate  commerce  by 
tteaty  alone  would  touch  only  a  portion  of  the 
mbject.  A  wider  and  more  general  power  was 
tberefore  indispensable,  and  u  was  properly  de- 
Tolred  upon  Congress,  as  the  Legislature  of  the 
Qaion. 

On  the  other  band,  a  power  of  mere  municipal 
legation,  acting  upon  views  exclasirely  our 
own,  having  no  reference  to  a  reciprocation  of 
advwtaffes  by  arrangemenu  with  a  foreign  State, 
would  a>bo  fall  short  of  the  ends  of  Oovernment 
in  a  country,  of  which  the  commercial  relations 
an  complex  and  extensive,  and  liable  to  be  em- 
barransed  by  conflicts  between  its  own  interests 
and  ifaoie  of  other  nation*.  That  the  power  of 
Coagresa  is  simi^y  legislative  in  the  strictest 
scaae,  and  calculate  for  ordinary  domestic  regu* 
littons  ooly,  is  plain  from  the  language  in  which 
it  is  eommaoicatcd.  There  is  nothing  in  that 
ia^oafs  which  indicates  regnlation,  by  compact 
«  compromise,  ootbinff  which  poinu  to  tbeeo- 
operatioD  of  a  foreign  Power,  nothing  which  de- 
stgnaies  a  ueaty-making  faculty.  It  is  not  con- 
nected with  any  of  the  necessary  aecompani- 
menu  of  that  faculty,  it  is  not  furnished  with  any 
of  those  means,  witboat  which  it  is  impossible  to 
make  the  smallest  progress  towards  a  treaty. 

It  is  self-evident  that  a  capacity  to  regulate 
commerce  by  treaty  was  intended  by  the  C^ati- 
iDtion  to  be  lodged  somewhere.  It  is  just  as  evi- 
dent that  the  legislative  eapaeity  of  Congress 
does  not  amount  to  it,  and  cannot  be  exerted  to 
prodnoe  a  treaty.  It  can  prodace  only  a  statoie, 
irith  which  a  ibteipi  State  cannot  be  made  to 


H.  OF  R. 


concur,  and  which  will  not  yirid  to  any  modifi- 
cations which  a  foretga  State  may  desire  to  im- 
press apoa  it  for  suitable  equivalents.  There  is 
no  way  in  which  Congress,  as  such,  can  mould 
its  laws  into  treaties,  ifit  respects  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  may  legislate  and  counter- legislate ;  but 
it  must  forever  be  beyond  its  capacity  to  combine 
in  a  law,  emanating  from  its  separate  domestic 
authority,  its  own  views  with  those  of  other  CtoV' 
ernments,  and  to  produce  r  harmonions  recon- 
ciliation of  those  Jarring  purposes  and  discordant 
elements,  which  it  is  the  business  of  negotiatioa 
to  adjust. 

I  reason  thus,  then,  upon  this  part  of  tfae  sob- 
jeet.  It  is  clear  that  the  power  of  Congress,  as 
to  foreign  commerce,  is  only  what  it  professes  to 
be  in  the  Conatiiutioo^  a  legislative  jwwer,  to  be 
exerted  municipally  without  cbnsultation  oragree- 
ment  with  those  with  whom  we  have  an  inter- 
course of  trade;  it  is  undeniable  that  the  Consti- 
tution meant  to  provide  for  the  exercise  of  an- 
other jMwer  relative  to  commerce,  which  should 
exert  itself  in  concert  with  the  analogous  power 
in  other  countries,  and  should  bring  about  its  re- 
sults, not  by  statute  enacted  by  itself,  but  by  an 
international  compact  aalled  a  treaty ;  that  it  is 
manifest  that  this  other  power  is  vested  by  the 
Constitution  in  the  Preiideot  and  Senate,  the 
only  department  of  the  Oovernment  which  it 
aotborizes  to  make  an^  treaty,  and  which  it  ena- 
bles to  make  all  treaties;  that  if  it  be  so  vested, 
its  regular  exercise  must  result  in  that  which,  a* 
(ikr  as  it  reaches,  is  law  in  itself)  and  consequently 
repeals  such  municipal  regulations  as  stand  in  its 
way,  since  it  is  expressly  declared  by  the  Consti- 
tution that  treaties  regularly  made  shall  have,  as 
they  ou^ht  lo  have,  the  force  of  law.  In  all  this 
1  perceive  nothing  to  perplex  or  alarm  us.  It 
exhibits  a  well-digested  and  uniform  plan  of  Qov-r 
eroment,  worthy  of  the  excellent  men  by  whom 
it  was  formed.  The  ordinary  power  to  regnlate 
commerce  by  statutory  enactments  could  only  be 
devolved  upon  Congress,  possessing  all  the  ether 
legislative  powers  of  the  Qovemment.  The  ex- 
traordinary power  to  regulate  it  by  treaty  eeold 
not  be  devolved  npon  Congress,  because,  from  it* 
eompmltion  and  tne  absenee  of  all  those  authori- 
ties and  fiBoctions  which  are  essential  to  the  ac- 
tivity and  effect  of  a  treaty-making  power,  it  wa* 
not  calculated  to  be  the  depository  of  it.  It  wa* 
wise  and  consistent  to  place  the  extraordinary 
power  to  regalate  commerce  by  treaty,  where  the 
residue  of  toe  treaty-making  power  was  placed, 
where  only  the  means  of  o^tialion  could  be 
found,  and  the  skilful  and  beneficial  use  of  them 
could  reasonably  be  expected.  That  Congress 
legislates  upon  commerce  subject  to  the  treaty- 
making  power,  is  a  position  perfectly  intalligible ; 
but  the  understanding  is  in  some  degree  con- 
founded by  the  other  proposition,  that  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  Congress  is  an  exception  out  of  the 
treaty-making  power.  It  iotfoduees  into  the 
Constitution  a  strange  anomaly— a  commeroial 
State,  with  a  written  Constitution  and  no  power 
in  it  to  regalate  its  trade,  in  cotganelion  with 
other  States,  in  the  nnivosal  mode  of  eonTcatim. 
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It  will  be  in  rain  to  urge  thai  this  anomalf  is 
merely  imagioarjr,  for  that  the  President  and 
Senate  may  make  a  treaty  of  commerce  for  the 
ceiuideration  of  Congress.  The  aaswer  is,  that 
the  treaties  which  the  President  and  Senate  are 
Miiitted  to  make,  are  such  as^  when  made,  become 
Iaw  j  that  it  is  no  put  trf  their  functions  simply  to 
iniiiats  treaties,  but  conclusively  to  make  them; 
and  that  where  they  hare  no  power  to  oaake 
them,  there  is  do  provision  in  the  Comttiution 
bow  or  by  whom  tnejr  shall  be  made. 

That  there  is  nothing  new  in  the  idea  of  a  sep- 
aration of  the  legislative  and  conventional  pow- 
•rs  upon  commercial  sidijects,  and  of  the  neces* 
■ary  control  of  the  Termer  by  the  latter,  is  known 
to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  conatilution 
of  EogUnd.  The  Parliament  of  that  country 
•nacte  the  sUtutes  by  which  its  trade  is  regulated 
mnnieipally.  The  Crown  modifies  tliem  by  a 
iMftty.  It  ihas  been  imagined,  indeed,  that  the 
Parlkflaent  is  in  the  practice  of  confirming  such 
trcfttiec;  hut  the  &et  ia  undoubtedly  otherwise. 
Gommereial  treaties  are  laid  before  Parliament 
becanae  the  Uu's  Miniaicn  are  responsible  for 
tbeir  advice  in  the  nwkiur  of  them,  and  beeanae 
the  vast  range  and  comprieation  of  the  Bn|^h 
Inw*  of  trade  and  revenue  render  legislation  un- 
ftvoidaUe,  not  for  the  ratification,  but  the  execn* 
tion  of  their  commercial  treaties. 

It  is  uiffgested,  again,  that  the  treaty-making 
fkower  (uiiless  we  an  tenanu  in  common  of  it 
with  the  President  and  Senate,  to  the  extent  at 
least  of  our  legislative  rights)  is  a  pestilent  mon- 
ater,  pregnant  with  all  sorts  of  disasters  I  It 
teems  with  "gorgons,  and  hydras,  and  chimeras 
direl"  At  any  nte  I  may  take  for  granted  that 
the  case  before  us  does  not  justify  this  array  of 
metaphor  and  &ble,  since  we  are  all  agreed  that 
the  convention  with  England  is  not  only  harm- 
lees,  but  snliitary.  To  put  thb  particular  case, 
however,  out  of  the  argument,  what  have  we  to 
4o  with  oosudemtiosslike  thcae?  Are  we  here 
10  form  or  to  aubmit  to  the  Ooosticnlion,  as  it  has 
baM  given  to  ua  for  a  rule  by  diose  who  are  our 
masters  f  Can  wa  take  upon  oonelves  the  offiee 
of  political  casuists,  and,  because  we  think  that 
«  power  ought  to  be  less  than  it  fs.  compel  it  to 
ahriak  to  oor  standard?  Are  we  to  bow  with 
lavereniM  before  the  national  wHl  as  the  Consti- 
tuion  displays  it,  or  to  fashion  it  to  our  own ;  to 
quarrel  with  that  charter,  without  which  we  our- 
aslves  are  nothing,  or  to  uke  it  as  a  guide  which 
we  cannot  desert  with  innocence  or  safety  ?  But 
why  is  the  treaty-making  power,  lodged,  as  I 
contend  it  is,  in  the  President  and  Senate,  likely 
to  disaster  ua,  as  we  are  required  to  apprehend  it 
Willi  Sufficient  checks  have  not,  as  it  seems, 
been  provided,  either  by  the  Constitntion  or  the 
nature  of  thbgs,  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  iL  It  is 
in  the  House  of  Rnresentatives  alone  that  the 
amulet  which  bids  oeAanee  to  the  approaches  of 
political  disease,  or  cores  it  when'  it  has  com- 
naneed,  can  in  all  vicissitudes  be  found.  I  hold 
t^t  the  checks  are  sufficient,  without  the  charm 

i!-*"  'fiil'tive  agency,  for  all  these  occasions 
wttuh  wisdom  is  bound  to  Csreeie  and  to  guard 


against;  and  that,  as  to  the  rest,  (the  ecoenttiei- 
ties  and  portents  which  no  erdiiwrjr  checks  can 
deal  with.)  the  occasion*  must  provide  fn  them- 

selves. 

It  is  natuiml,  here,  to  ask  of  gcBtlemaa,  what 
security  they  would  have  ?  They  cannot  take  a 
hofid  qr  foUt  ud  they  have  every  pledge  which 
is  ^ortof  it.  Have  they  not, as  respects  the  Pre* 
aident,  all  the  security  upon  which  they  rely  from 
day  to  day  for  the  discreet  and  u^i^t  diaeha^ 
of  the  whole  of  his  other  duties,  many  and  vari* 
ous  as  they  Ate?  What  securitv  have  they  that 
he  will  not  appoint  to  office  toe  refiim  of  the 
world;  that  he  wilt  not  pollute  the  aanctuaryof 
justice  by  calling  vagabonds  to  its  holy  aunistry, 
instead  of  adorning  it  with  men  like  thoee  who 
now  give  to  tbe  bench  more  dignity  than  they 
receive  from  it;  that  he  will  not  enter  intoatreaty 
of  amaesty  with  every  conspirator  against  law 
and  order.and  pardon  culprits  from  mere  enmity 
to  virtue?  The  security  for  all  this,  and  infin- 
itely morcL  is  found  in  the  Constiution  and  ia 
the  order  of  nature ;  and  we  are  all  satisfied  with 
it.  One  should  think  that  the  same  security, 
which  thus  fnr  time  has  so  discredited,  might  be 
aufficient  to  traaquUtize  us  upon  the  score  of  the 
power  which  we  are  now  considering. 

We  talk  of  ourselves  as  if  we  only  were  the 
Representatives  of  the  people.  But  the  First 
Magistrate  of  this  country  is  also  the  representa- 
tive of  tbe  people,  the  creature  (tf  thor  sovereign- 
ty, tbe  adminiatrator  of  their  power,  their  stew* 
ard  and  servant,  as  you  are.  He  comes  from  the 
people — is  lifted  by  them  into  place  and  author- 
ity—and after  a  short  time  retoins  to  them 
for  censure  or  applause.  There  is  no  analogy 
between  such  a  magistrate  and  the  hereditary 
mooarchs  of  Europe.  He  is  not  born  to  the  iafaer- 
itance  of  office ;  he  cannot  even  be  elected  until 
he  has  reached  an  age  at  which  he  must  peas  for 
what  he  is— until  his  habits  have  been  fomaed, 
his  integrity  tried,  his  capacity  ascertained,  his 
character  discussed  and  probed  for  a  a  eriee  of 
years  by  a  press  which  knows  noneof  thereaiieiBls 
of  Europeea  policy.  He  acts,  as  yon  do,  in  the 
full  view  of  hiB  conaiitaenu,  and  under  the  con- 
scionsness  that,  on  account  of  tbe  singleness  of 
his  station,  all  eyes  are  upon  him.  He  nows  too, 
as  well  as  you  can  know,  the  temper  and  intctU- 
genee  of  those  for  whom  he  aot^  and  to  whom 
he  is  amenable.  He  cannot  hope  that  they  will 
be  blind  to  the  vices  of  hia  administration,  on  sub* 
jects  of  high  concernment  and  vital  interest ;  and. 
in  proporuon  as  be  acts  upon  his  own  responsi- 
bihty,  unrelieved  and  undiluted  by  tbe  iafuoon 
of  ours,  is  the  danger  of  ill-advised  eontkict  lifcely 
to  be  present  to  hu  mind. 

Of  all  the  powers  whioh  have  been  intrusted  to 
him,  there  is  none  to  which  the  temptations  to 
abuse  beloiw  ao  little  as  to  tbe  treaty^nakiiv 
power,  in  allitsbranchee— none  which  can  boast 
such  mighty  safeguards  in  the  feelings  and  views 
and  passions  which  even  a  misanthrope  could 
attribute  to  (he  foremost  citisen  of  this  RepuUie. 
He  can  have  no  moti  ve  to  paralfze  by  a  commer- 
eial  or  any  other  tiea^  the  pcoapertty  of  his  eow- 
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try.  Seuisg  apart  th«  reitraints  of  hooor  and 
|wlriotum,'wbich  are  ebaraeteristic  of  poMic  men 
la  a  Ditiou  habiuiaUr  free,  could  be  do  so  with* 
out  subjecting  himself  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
munity— to  sty  aoibinff  of  his  immediate  con- 
nextODs— to  the  evils  of  his  ovn  work?   A  com- 
merciui  treaty,  too,  is  alvays  a  conspieoous  mea- 
rare;  it  speaks  for  itself;  it  caanot  take  the  garb 
of  hyiwcriay,  and  shelter  itself  from  the  scrutiny 
of  a  Tigilaot  and  well-inslmcted  population.  If 
it  be  bad,  it  will  be  coademDed  ;  aad  if  dishoo- 
^tly  made,  be  execrated.  The  pride  of  country, 
moreorer,  vhich  animates  even  the  lawest  of 
oankiiid,  is  here  a  peeoUar  pledge  for  the  provi- 
deai  aad  wMolefome  exercise  of  power.  There  is  i 
Bot  a  consiasntioB  by  which  a  chord  in  the  hn- 
man  breast  can  be  made  to  Ttbrate  that  is  not  in 
this  case  tbe  ally  of  duty.   Every  hope,  either 
lofty  or  humble,  that  springs  forward  to  the  future; 
even  tbe  vanity  which  looks  not  beyond  the  mo- 
meai;  the  dread  of  shame  and  the  love  of  glory ; 
the  iosiiBot  of  ambition ;  the  domestic  affections ; 
tji0  eoJd  pondering  of  prudence ;  and  the  ardent 
iosti^tioQs  of  sentiment  and  passion,— are  alt  on 
tie  sideof  duty.  It  isin  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
that  responsibility  to  public  opinion,  which  even 
Despotism  feels  and  truckles  to,  is  of  gigantic 
force.   If  it  were  possible — as  I  am  sure  it  is  not 
~thal  an  American  citizen,  raised  upon  tbe  credit 
ofa  long  life  of  virtue  to  a  station  so  full  of  hon- 
or, eou&l  feel  a  disposition  to  mingle  tbe  little 
iateresis  of  a  perverted  ambition  wuh  the  great 
cwcerDs  of  his  country,  as  embraced  by  a  com* 
■arcial  treaty,  and  to  sacrifice  her  happiness  and 
power  by  the  stipulations  of  that  treaty,  to  fiaiicr 
or  aggrandize  a  foreign  State,  he  would  still  be 
aireil  from  the  perdition  of  such  a  course,  not 
oaly  by  Cotutilutional  checks,  bot  by  the  irresut* 
ihle  e&suy  of  responsibility  to  public  opinion, 
in  a  nation  whose  public  opinion  wears  no  made, 
and  will  not  be  silenced.  He  would  remember 
that  his  political  career  is  but  the  thing  of  an 
hour,  and  that,  when  it  has  passed,  he  must  de* 
seend  tothe  private  station  from  which  he  rose, 
the  object  either  of  love  and  veneration,  or  of 
scorn  and  htwror.   If  we  cast  a  glance  at  Sog- 
Jood,  we  shall  not  iail  to  see  the  influence  of  pub- 
lic opinion  upon  an  hereditary  King,  an  heredi- 
tary nobility,  and  a  Hoase  of  Commons,  elected 
io  a  great  degree  by  rotten  bwoughs,  and  over- 
dewing  with  placemen.  .And  if  this  influence  is 
potent  there  againsi  all  the  eflbrtsof  iodependeni 
power  aad  widespread  corruption,  it  must  in  this 
country  be  omuipoiait. 

But,  the  treaty-making  power  of  the  President 
is  farther  checked  by  the  necessity  of  the  eon* 
currenee  of  two-thirds  of  tbe  Senate,  consisting 
of  men  selected  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States, 
themselves  elected  by  the  people.  They  too  must 
have  passed  through  the  probation  of  time  before 
they  ean  be  chosen,  and  must  bring  with  them 
every  title  to  confidence.  The  duration  of  their 
office  is  that  of  a  few  years;  their  numbers  are 
considtnbte;  their  Constitutional  responsibility 
as  great  as  it  oan  be;  and  their  moral  respooair 
tnlUj  bofMMt  all  eaUnlMian. 


The  pawer  of  impeacbmeot  has  been  menti(Hied 
as  a  cheek  upon  the  President,  in  tbe  exercise  of 
the  treaty-making  capacity.  I  rely  upon  it  less 
than  upon  others  of,  as  I  think,  a  better  class; 
but,  as  the  Constitution  places  some  reliance  upon 
it,  BO  do  I.  It  has  beeu  said,  that  impeachment 
has  been  tried  and  found  wanting.  Two  impeach- 
ments have  failed,  as  I  have  understood,  (that  of 
a  Judge  was  one,)  but  they  may  have  failed  for 
reasons  consistent  with  the  general  efficacy  of  such 
a  i»oceeding.  I  know  nothing  of  their  merits,  but 
I  am  justified  in  supposing  tluit  the  evidence  was 
defective,  or  that  tbe  parties  wen  innocent,  as 
they  were  pronounced  to  be.  Of  this,  however, 
I  feel  asBuied,  thai  if  it  shoold  ever  happen  that 
the  President  ia  foond  to  deaerre  the  panidimeit 
which  impeachment  seeks  to  infliet-— even  for 
making  m  treaty  to  which  his  iudges  have  beeoma 
parties — and  this  bodv  shonld  accuse  him  in  a 
Constitutional  way,  ne  will  not  easily  escape. 
But,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  ask  if  it  is  notDtl^f  that 
you  have  power  to  arraign  him  as  a  culprit?  Is 
it  nothing  that  you  can  bring  bim  to  tbe  bar,  ex- 
pose his  misconduct  to  the  world,  and  bring  down 
the  indignation  of  the  pobltc  upoa  bim,  and  those 
who  dare  to  acquit  him  t 

If  there  be  any  power  explicitly  granted  by  the 
Constitution  to  Congress,  it  is  that  of  declarii^ 
war ;  and  if  there  be  any  exercise  of  human  l^s- 
lation  more  solemn  and  important  than  another, 
it  is  a  declaration  of  war.  For  expansion  it  is 
tbe  largest;  for  effect  the  most  awful  of  all  the 
enactments  lo  which  Congress  is  eompelent ;  and 
it  always  is,  or  ought  to  be,  preceded  by  grave 
and  anxious  delibetation.  This  power,  too,  is 
connected  with,  or  virtually  involves^  otben  of 
high  import Aod  efficacy;  among  which  may  be 
ranked  the  power  of  granting  tetters  of  man)«e 
and  reprisal,  of  r^nlating  captures,  of  prohilHt- 
ing  intercourse  with,  or  tbe  acoeptance  of  |we- 
tections  or  licenses  from,  the  enemy.  Yet  far- 
ther :  a  power  to  declare  war  implies,  with  pecu- 
liar emphasis,  a  negative  upon  all  power,  in  any 
other  branch  of  the  Qovemmeo^  ineonsiMnt 
withthefuUandcontinuingeffeetofit.  Apower 
to  make  peace  in  any  otoer  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  utterly  ioeonsiatent  with  that  full  and 
continuing  effect.  It  may  even  prevent  it  front 
having  any  effect  at  all,  since  peace  raay  foUev 
almost  immediately  (althoi^h  it  rarely  doei  ao 
follow)  the  eommcacemeot  of  a  war.  If,  there- 
fwe,  it  be  undeniable  that  the  Pteddent,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  SffluttOj^has  power  to 
make  a  treaty  of  peace  available  q»o  jvre,  it  is 
undeniable  that  he  naspower  to  repeat  by  tbe  mere 
operation  of  such  a  treaty,  the  highest  acts  of 
Congressional  legislation.  And  it  will  not  be 
questioned  that  this  repealing  power  is,  from  the 
eminent  nature  of  the  war-declaring  power,  less 
fit  to  be  made  out  by  inferenoe  than  the  power  of 
modifying  by  treaty  the  laws  which  regulate  our 
foreign  trade.  Now.  tbe  President,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  has  an  incontesta- 
ble and  uncontested  right  to  make  a  treaty  of 
peace  of  absolute  inherent  efficacy,  and  that,  too, 
in  Tirtoe  of  the  rery  aame  general  ptoviaian  in 
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the  Coostimtioa  which  the  refinementB  of  politi- 
cal speculation,  rather  thao  any  known  rates  of 
construction,  have  led  some  of  ns  to  snppoie  ex- 
cludes a  treaty  of  commerce. 

By  what  process  of  reasoning  will  yon  be  able 
to  extract  from  the  wide  field  of  that  general  pro- 
risioD  the  obnoxious  case  of  a  commercial  treaty, 
without  forcing  along  with  It  the  case  of  a  treaty 
of  peace,  and  along  with  that  again  the  caM  of 
CYerf  possible  treaty  ?  Will  you  rest  your  dis- 
tinction upon  the  favorite  idea  that  a  treaty  can- 
not repeal  laws  eompeteotly  enacted ;  or,  at  it  is 
•ometimei  expressed,  eftnnot  trench  npon  the 
IcgislatiTe  rights  of  Congressl  Such  a  distine- 
ttoD  not  only  seems  to  be  reproached  by  all  the 
theories,  numerous  as  they  are,  to  which  this  bill 
has  given  birth,  but  is  against  aoiorioas  fact  and 
recent  experience.  We  hare  lately  witnessed 
the  operation  in  this  respect  of  a  treaty  of  peace, 
and  coold  not  fail  to  draw  from  it  this  lesson: 
that  no  sooner  does  the  President  exert,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Senate,  bis  power  to  make  such  a 
treaty,  than  yoar  war-denouncing  law,  your  act 
for  letters  of  marque,  your  prohibitory  statutes  as 
to  intercourse  and  licenses,  and  all  the  other  con- 
comitant and  dependent  statutes,  so  far  as  they 
affect  the  national  relations  with  a  forei^  en- 
emy, pass  away  a«  a  dream,  and  in  a  moment 
are  '*  with  years  beyond  the  flood."  Your  %dx- 
iliary  agency  waa  not  repaired  in  the  production 
of  this  Aeet;  and  1  bare  not  heard  thai  you  eren 
tendered  it.  Yoa  saw  your  laws  departing  as  it 
were  from  the  statute  book,  expelled  from  the 
atrongbold  of  supremacy  by  the  single  force  of  a 
treaty  of  peace,  and  you  did  not  attempt  to  stay 
them }  you  did  not  bid  them  to  linger  until  you 
should  bid  them  go;  you  neither  put  your  shoul- 
ders to  the  wheel  of  expulsion,  nor  made  an  effort 
to  retard  it.  In  a  word,  you  did  nothing.  Tou 
suffered  them  to  flee  as  a  shadow,  and  you  know 
that  they  were  reduced  to  shadow,  not  by  the  ne- 
cromancy of  usurpation,  but  by  the  energy  of  Con- 
stitutional power.  Yet  you  had  every  reason  for 
ioterferenee  then,  which  you  can  hare  now.  The 
power  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace  stands  upon  the 
same  Conatitntional  footing  with  the  power  to  malce 
Kcommeteiattreaty.  It  ia  given  by  the  same  words. 
It  ii  exerted  in  the  aame  manner.  It  produces  the 
eBDM  conflict  with  municipal  legislation.  The 
ingenuity  of  man  cannot  urge  a  consideration, 
whether  upon  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution, against  the  existence  of  a  power  in  the 
President  and  Senate  to  make  a  valid  commer- 
cial treaty,  which  will  not,  if  it  be  correct  and 
sound,  drive  us  to  the  deoegatioo  of  the  power 
exercised  by  the  President  and  Senate,  with  uni- 
Tersal  approbation,  to  make  a  valid  treaty  of 
peace. 

Nay,  the  whole  treaty-making  power  will  be 
blotted  from  the  Consiitutioo,  and  a  new  one, 
alien  to  its  theory  and  practice,  be  made  to  sup- 
plant it,  if  sanction  and  scope  be  given  to  the 
principles  of  this  bill.  The  bill  may,  jodeed,  be 
eonndered  as  the  first  of  many  a88aolt%  not  now 
intended,  perhaps,  but  not  therefore  the  less  likely 
to  happen,  by  whieb  the  tteaty-nwUiig  power,  as 


created  and  lodged  by  the  Constitution,  will  be 
pushed  from  its  place,  and  compelled  to  abide 
with  the  power  of  ordinary  legislatioD.  The  ex< 
ample  of  this  bill  is  beyond  its  ostensible  limits 
The  pernicious  principle,  of  which  it  is  at  once 
the  child  and  the  apostle,  must  work  oowaTd,and 
to  the  right  and  the  left,  until  it  has  exhausted 
itself;  and  it  never  can  exhaust  itself  until  it  has 
gathered  into  the  vortex  of  the  legislative  pow- 
ers of  Congress  the  whole  treaty-making  capa- 
city of  the  Qovernmeat.  For  if,  notwitbstaa^ 
iog  ih<  direetneaa  and  preeisioa  with  which  the 
Constitution  has  marked  oot  the  department  of 
the  Government  br  whieh  it  willa  that  treaties 
shall  be  made,  ana  has  declared  that  treatiee  so 
made  shall  have  the  force  and  di|:nity  of  law,  the 
House  of  Representatives  can  insist  upon  sooe 
participation  in  that  high  faculty,  upon  the  sim- 
ple suggestion  that  they  are  sharers  in  legislative 
power  upon  the  subjects  embraced  by  any  givra 
treaty,  what  remains  to  be  done,  for  the  transfer 
to  Congress  of  the  entire  treaty-making  faculty, 
as  it  appears  in  the  Constitution,  but  to  show  that 
Congress  have  legislative  power  direct  or  indi- 
rect upon  every  matter  which  a  treaty  can  toaeh  ? 
And  what  are  the  matters  within  the  practicable 
range  of  a  treaty  which  your  laws  cannot  either 
mould,  or  qualify,  or  infloence  ?  Imagination  lus 
been  tasked  for  examples  by  which  this  qoestion 
might  be  answered.  It  is  admitted  that  they 
must  be  few,  and  we  faaTe  been  told^  as  1  think, 
:  of  no  more  than  one.  It  is  the  case  of  contra- 
band of  war.  This  case  has,  it  seems,  the  doaUe 
recommendation  of  being  what  is  called  an  in- 
ternational ease,  and  a  ease  beyond  the  atmott 
grasp  of  Congressional  legislation.  I  remark  apon 
it,  that  it  is  no  more  an  international  case  than 
any  matter  of  collision  incident  to  the  trade  of 
two  nations  with  each  other.   I  remark  further, 
that  a  treaty  upon  the  point  of  contraband  of  war 
may  interfere  as  well  as  any  other  treaty  with  an 
act  of  Congress.  A  law  encouraging,  by  a  bounty 
or  otherwise, the  exportation  of  ceruin  commodi- 
ties, would  be  eoonteraeted  by  an  insertion  into 
the  list  of  contraband  of  war,  in  a  itteXy  with 
England  or  France,  any  one  <h  those  eommodi- 
tiee.  The  treaty  would  look  one  way,  the  law 
another.  And  Tnrioas  modes  might  readily  be 
suggested  in  which  Congress  might  so  legislate 
at  to  lay  the  foundation  of  repugnancy  between 
its  laws  and  the  treaties  of  the  President  and 
Senate  with  reference  to  contraband.  I  deceive 
myself  greatly  if  a  subject  can  be  named  qmu 
wnich  a  like  repognancy  might  not  occur.  But 
even  if  it  should  be  practicable  to  furnish,  after 
laborious  inquiry  and  meditation,  a  meagre  and 
scanty  inventory  of  some  half  dozen  topics  to 
which  domestic  legislation  cannot  be  made  to 
extend,  will  it  be  pretended  that  such  was  the  bi- 
tigoificant  and  narrow  domain  designed  by  the 
Constitution  for  the  treaty-making  power?  It 
would  appear  that  there  is  with  some  gentlemen 
a  willingness  to  distinguish  between  the  legisla- 
tive power  expressly  granted  to  Congress  and 
that  which  is  merely  ioaplicit,  and  to  admit  that 
a  treaty  may  control  the  rcsnlts     the  latter.  1 
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reply  to  those  gentleraeo,  that  one  legislative 
power  it  eiaetly  eqaintent  to  aootber;  and  tbatj 
moreofer,  the  whole  legislaiire  power  of  Cod- 
fren  maj  joailjr  be  raid  to  be  expressljr  ffivDted 
by  the  Coostitaiioo,  altfaoagh  the  ConstUatioo 
does  not  eDnmerate  every  variety  of  its  exercise, 
or  isdieate  all  the  ramifications  into  which  it  may 
diverge  to  suit  (be  exigencies  of  the  times.  I  re- 
flf,  besides,  that  even  with  the  qualification  of 
this  ragae  aistfoetion,  whatever  may  be  its  value 
or  e^t,  the  priDciple  of  the  bill  leaves  oo  ade- 
quate  ipbere  for  the  treaty-making  power.  I 
reply,  anally,  that  the  acknowledged  operation 
of  a  treaty  of  peace  to  repealing  laws  of  singular 
strength  and  unbending  character,  enact«l  in 
rirtoe  of  powers  commanicaied  in  termini*  to 
Congren,  gives  the  distinction  to  the  winds. 

And  BOW  that  I  have  again  adverted  to  the 
enoiple  of  a  cieaty  of  peace,  let  me  call  upon 
yoa  10  rdeet  on  the  answer  which  that  ezamide 
aiSoids  to  all  the  mrnings  we  have  received  in 
thtt debate  agaiost  the  mighty  danger  of  inlrast- 
iiy  10  ibe  only  department  of  the  Qovemment, 
waieh  the  Coostitution  supposes  can  make  a 
treaty,  the  incidental  prerogative  of  a  repealing 
Le^slatute.  It  is  inconsistent,  we  are  desired  to 
behere,  with  the  genius  of  the  Constitution,  and 
most  be  fatal  to  all  that  is  dear  to  freemen,  that 
IB  ExecQiive  Magistrate  and  a  Senate,  who  are 
not  immediately  elected  by  the  people,  shoald 
possess  this  authority.  We  hear  rrom  one  quar- 
itrthatif  it  be  so  the  palilic  liberty  is  already 
is  the  grave,  and  from  another,  that  the  public 
iiterest  and  honor  are  upon  the  verge  of  it.  But 
doroa  not  perceive  that  this  picture  of  calamity 
uti  shame  la  the  mere  ^ment  of  excited  fancy, 
di«vowed  by  the  CoDstitntion  as  hysterical  and 
mmeods  in  the  case  of  a  treaty  of  peace?  Do 

£DQ  not  see  that  if  there  be  anything  in  this 
i^-colored  peril  it  is  a  treaty  of  peace  that 
nraat  realize  it  ?  Gan  we  in  this  riew  compare 
with  the  power  to  make  such  a  treaty  that  of 
maldD|  a  treaty  of  eommerce  ?  Are  we  unable 
to  eonjectaie,  while  we  are  thus  brooding^  over 
anticipated  evils  which  can  never  hapjpen,  that 
die  loAy  character  of  our  country  (which  is  but 
another  name  for  strength  and  power)  may  be 
Hude  to  droop  by  a  mere  treaty  of  peace ;  that 
the  national  pride  may  be  humbled ;  the  just 
hopes  of  th«  people  blasted  ;  their  courtue  tamed 
and  brokeik  ;  their  prosperity  struck  to  the  heart ; 
their  fbreiffo  rivals  encouraged  into  arrogance 
and  tutored  into  encroachment  by  a  mere  treaty 
tf  peace  ?  I  eonfldeatly  trust  that,  as  this  never 
kaa  been  to,  ft  never  will  be  so;  but  surely  it  is 
jBst  as  poaiible  as  that  a  treaty  of  commerce 
ihoald  erer  be  made  to  ateekte  the  freedom  of 
thii  nation,  or  ebeck  its  march  to  the  greatness 
and  riory  that  hwait  it.  I  know  not,  indeed, 
bow  it  eaa  serionaly  be  thought  that  our  liberties 
ire  ID  baxard  from  the  small  witchery  of  a 
tteary  of  eoDaeree,  and  jret  in  none  from  the 
potent  enchantments  by  which  a  treaty  of  peace 
may  atrive  to  enthral  them.  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
eoBccitv  by  what  form  of  words,  by  what  bitfa- 
trio  nnheard-of  stipulations,  a  eommrefaU  treaty 


is  to  barter  away  the  freedom  of  united  Amer- 
ica, or  of  any  the  smallest  portion  of  it.  I' 
cannot  figure  to  mysdf  the  possibility  that  saeh 
a  project  can  ever  find  its  way  into  the  head  or 
heart  of  any  man  or  set  of  men  whom  this  na- 
tion may  select  as  the  depositaries  of  its  power; 
but  I  am  quite  sore  that  an  attempt  to  excite 
noch  a  project  in  a  commercial  treaty,  or  in  any 
other  treaty,  or  in  any  other  mode,  could  work 
no  other  effect  than  the  destruction  of  those  who 
should  venture  to  be  parties  to  it,  no  matter  whe- 
ther a  President,  Senate,  or  a  whole  Congress. 
Many  extreme  eases  hare  been  put  for  illustra* 
tioD  in  this  debate ;  and  ibis  is  one  of  them  ;  and 
I  take  the  occasion  which  it  off'erf  to  mention, 
that  to  argue  from  extreme  cases  is  seldom  tt^- 
cat,  and,  upon  a  question  of  interpretation,  never 
is.  We  can  only  bring  back  the  means  of  deln- 
sioo,  if  we  wander  in  the  regions  of  fiction  and 
explore  the  wilds  of  bare  possibility  in  search  of 
rules  for  real  life  and  actoal  ordinary  cases.  By 
aiding  from  the  possible  abase  of  power  against' 
the  use  or  existence  of  it,  you  may  and  mtiac' 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  there  ouj{bt  not  to 
be,  and  is  not,  any  Gorernment  in  this  eonntry 
or  in  the  world.  Disorganization  and  anarchy 
are  the  sole  consequences  that  can  be  deduced 
from  such  reasoning.  Who  is  it  that  may  not 
abuse  the  power  that  has  been  confided  to  him? 
May  not  we,  as  veil  as  the  other  branches  of  the 
Qovernment?  And,  if  we  may,  does  not  the 
argument  from  extreme  eases  prove  that  we 
ought  to  hare  no  power,  and  that  we  have  no 
power?  And  does  it  not,  therefore,  after  having 
served  for  an  instant  the  purposes  of  this  bill, 
turn  short  npon  and  condemn  its  whole  theory, 
which  attributes  to  us,  not  merely  the  power 
which  is  our  own,  but  inordinate  powen  to  be 

S Lined  only  by  wresting  it  from  others?  Oar 
oostitationat  and  moral  aeenrity  against  the 
abuses  of  the  power  of  the  Exeealive  Gtorern- 
ment  have  already  been  explained.  I  will  only 
add  that  a  great  and  manifest  abuse  of  the  dele- 
gated authority  to  make  treaties  would  create  no 
obligation  anywhere.  If  ever  it  should  oce«r,aa 
I  confidently-  believe  it  never  will,  the  evil  mint 
find  its  corrective  in  the  wisdom  and  firmness, 
not  of  this  body  only,  but  of  the  whole  body  or 
the  people  co-operating  with  it.  It  is  afWrall  in 
the  people,  upon  whose  Ailantean  shoulders  oar 
whole  Republican  system  reposes,  that  you  muse 
expect  that  recuperative  power,  that  redeemiagi 
and  regenerating  spirit,  by  which  the  Constitu- 
tion is  to  be  purified  and  redintegrated  when  ex- 
travagant abuse  has  eaakcred  it. 

In  addition  to  the  exampleof  a  treaty  of  peace 
which  I  have  just  been  considering,  let  ma  put 
another,  of  which  none  of  us  ean  question  the 
reality.  The  President  may  exercise  the  power 
of  pardoning,  save  only  iu  the  case  of  impeaeb- 
menis.  The  power  of  pardoning  is  not  commu* 
mealed  by  words  more  precise  or  comprehensive 
than  the  power  to  make  treaties.  But  to  what 
does  it  amount?  Is  not  every  pardon  pro  ham 
vtee  a  repeal  of  the  penal  law  uainst  whi«h  it 
giT«R  protcetion?  Does  it  not  tide  onr  tk«  lui^, 
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reiist  its  eommaod}  aod  eztingaish  its  effect? 
Does  it  not  eveo  cootrol  the  combined  force  or 
Judicature  tud  legislation?  Yet,  have  we erer 
heard  that  your  legjslatire  rights  were  an  excep- 
tion out  of  the  prerogative  of  mercy  7  Who  has 
ever  pretended  that  this  faculty  cannot,  if  regu- 
larly exerted,  wrestle  with  the  strougest  of  your 
statutes?  I  may  be  told,  that  the  pardooing' 
power  necessarily  imports  a  control  over  the 
peoal  code,  if  it  be  exercised  in  the  form  of  a 
pardon.  I  answer,  the  power  to  make  treaties 
equally  imports  a  jwwer  to  put  out  of  the  way 
luch  jwrts  of  the  civil  code  as  interfere  with  iu 
operation,  if  that  power  be  exerted  in  the  form 
of  «  treatjr.  There  Is  no  difiierence  in  their  es- 
sence, zoo  legislate  in  both  eases  subject  to  the 
power.  And  this  instance  furnishes  another  an- 
swer, as  I  have  already  intimated,  to  the  predic- 
tiims  of  abuse  with  which,  on  this  occasion,  it 
hM»  been  endeavored  to  ai>p8l  us.  The  pardon- 
ing power  is  in  the  President  alone;  be  is  not 
even  checked  by  the  necessity  of  Senatorial  con- 
currence. He  may,  by  his  single JUU,  extract  the 
sting  from  your  proudest  enaclments,  and  save 
from  their  vengeance  a  coovioted  offender. 

Sir,  you  have  my  general  notions  upon  the  bill 
before  you.  They  have  oo  claim  to  novelty.  I 
imbibed  them  from  some  of  the  heroes  and  sages 
who  survived  the  siorm  of  the  contest  to  which 
America  was  summoned  io  her  cradle.  I  im- 
bib^  them  from  the  Father  of  his  Coantrr.  My 
undentandiDg  approved  them,  with  the  full  eon- 
earreocei^my  heart,  when  I  was  mueh  younger 
than  I  am  now ;  and  I  feel  no  disposition  to  dis- 
card them  DOW  that  age  and  feebleness  are  about 
to  overtake  me.  1  could  say  more — much  more — 
upon  this  high  question  ;  but  I  want  health  and 
atreogtb.  It  is  perhaps  fortunate  for  the  Hoose 
that  ido,  as  it  prevents  me  from  fatigui^  them 
as  much  aa  I  am  fatigued  myself. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose.— He  said  he  was  certainly 
very  far  from  being  among  those,  if  any  there 
were,  who  rejoiced  in  the  personal  indisposition 
which  deprived  the  House  of  the  very  ingenious, 
correct,  and,  he  might  add,  able  argument  with 
which  they  bad  just  been  entertained.  On  the 
contrary,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  bad  listened  to  it  with 
very  great  pleasure,  as  a  specimen  of  the  powers 
of  the  human  mind  which  he  was  not  often  ac* 
customed  to  witness,  even  in  this  honorable 
House.  But  notwithstanding  this  display  of  elo- 
qaenee,  he  was  disposed  to  retum  to  an  opinion, 
which  he  had  entertained  when  he  first  took  bis 
seat  on  Monday  last,  that  this  question  was  swoln 
by  the  strange,  not  to  say  injudicious  management 
01  it,  to  an  importance  which  its  real  merits  do 
not  deserve.  I  give  up  to  the  gentleman  Trom 
Maryland,  said  Mr.  R.— 1  am  lold  he  is  from 
Maryland— 10  his  utmost  fury  and  indignation, 
those  fanciful  aoil  fine-spun  theories  which  seem 
to  interdict  the  Execative  of  the  United  States 
from  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty,  or  any 
other  treaty  whatsoever  with  any  foreign  Power. 
On  this  point,  sir,  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
ftlt^etber.  I  go  with  him  the  whole  length,  that 
it  it  competent  to  the  Preaident  and  Senate  to 
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Negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce,  atUaace,  and  sab- 
sidy,  with  aojr  foreign  Power,  from  the  greatest 
potentate  in  Europe  down  to  a  Ohielnsaw  chief. 
The  honorable  gentleman  will  exeose  me  when  I 
rise  to  declare  that,  howsoever  1  have  been  grat- 
ified in  the  display  which  he  has  made  of  his  abil- 
ities, in  one  respect  he  ceiuinly  has  disappointed 
me.   The  honorable  gentleman  will  excuse  me 
when  1  say  he  has  not  met  the  question.  The  . 
question,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  not  the  competency  of 
the  Executive  to  negotiate  commercial  or  other 
treaties,  but  its  competency,  in  doing  so,  to  repeal 
existing  laws  ofthe  land,  and  enact  other  laws  in 
their  stead;  in  other  words,  the  question  is,  the 
competency  of  the  Execative  to  do  by  treaty  that 
which  caii  b^done^  as  we  contend,  oolr  by  legis- 
lative acts.  That  is  the  queation.   If  ne  anwr^ 
stood  the  gentleman,  Mr.R,said,he  bad  declared 
that  the  bul  before  the  House  waa  not  in  execu* 
tion  of  the  treaty;  that  it  contained  no  auxiliary 
enactments;  that  it  was  not  necessary  that  the 
bill  should  pass  at  all ;  that  it  was  a  twin-brother 
of  the  treaty.   If  the  gentleman  bad  pursued  bis 
analogy  with  respect  to  laws  and  treaties,  be 
would  have  found  this  second  twin-brother  wor- 
thy of  being  nurtured  and  brought  to  man's  * 
estate,  instead  of  being  treated  as  illegitimate  and 
stifled  in  its  birth ;  that  this  poor  little  twin,  which 
came  second  best  in  the  world,  had  not  that  fair 
division  of  the  patrimonial  estate  which  our  laws 
provide;  ^hat  it  wa8,io  short,  to  be  put  oat  of  the 
way,  that  the  Presidential  heir  may  inherit  and 
enjoy  the  whole  estate.  If  this  bill  were  oeees- 
aary,  then,  the  gentleman  had  said  that  the  Prea- 
ident and  Senate  hid  been  guilty  of  a  trenaendons 
usurpation.   How  far  this  view  of  the  queation 
might  bear  on  the  ultimate  vote  of  the  House, 
Mr.  R.  said,  be  could  not  say ;  but  it  would  bcsr 
very  bard  upon  the  President,  if  the  rote  should 
be  to-day  as  it  was  yesterday.   If  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  were  correct, 
noless  his  representations  on  this  head  should  ma- 
terially affect  the  vote  of  the  House,  that  decision 
would  bear  hard  on  the  President  and  Senate. 
But  a  few  minutes  before  the  gentleman  had  de- 
livered his  sentiments,  the  Senate  themselves  had 
in  open  court  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of  usurpa-. 
tion ;  for  they  bad  sent  down  to  thisHouse  a  bill, 
either  something  or  nothing,  which,  if  anything 
had  pronounced  their  marpation.  If  the  treaty 
were  what  the  gentleman  contended,  ipao  facto 
the  law  of  the  land,  the  bill  which  the  Senate  had 
sent  down  was  mere  surplusage.  We  do  not  deny, 
said  Mr.  R.,  that  a  treaty,  the  ratificattona  being 
exchanged,  has  existence  without  the  aanction  u 
this  House — at  least  I  do  not  deny  it— and  I  am 
respoosittle  for  no  man's  opinions  but  my  own, 
glad  enough  at  times  if  I  were  irresponsible  fw 
them — but  I  do  contend  that  a  treaty  does  not  de- 
prive this  House  of  one  jot,  one  tittle  of  its  l^is- 
tative  and  Coostiiutional  authority.   I  am  pot,  in 
the  laoguage  of  the  learned  doctor  of  laws  in  Pa- 
dua, to  Shylock,  "  take  thou  the  pound  of  flesh, 
but  not  one  jot  of  blood I  am  not  foi  giving  to 
the  President  and  Senate  the  trea^-mauDg 
power,  and  then  denying  to  them  the  vet  of  it ; 
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but  I  am  foi  giving  lo  them  alt  the  power,  aad  all 
the  inflaence  which  they  oaght  to  hare  in  tbe 
Gorernment.  Whilst  the  gentleman  from  Mary* 
iand  was  thinking  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
President  and  Senate,  why  did  he  not  reflect  on 
our  own'?  Go  we  not  back  tobepressed — I  hope 
not  to  be  op^sMd— by  laws  of  our  own  enac- 
tion. If  the  President  and  Senate  go  back  to  the 
community,  to  receire  their  approbation  or  con- 
demnatioQ— I  speak  of  the  theory,  of  which  I  may 
say  odi  et  arceo;  for  I  have  long  lost  my  faith  in 
tbeories,  and  in  theorists  too.  If  the  President 
aad  8«wte  iml  their  aceonniafatliiy  to  the  peo- 
ple, how  moeh  more  are  we  ameoable  to  them, 
when  ve  return  with  the  same  respoBsibility,  and 
at  shorter  periods,  to  oor  eonstitaents?  U  there 
be  any  troth  in  the  old  adage,  that  short  accounts 
nuke  long  friends,  we  shalisUDd  on  as  good  foot- 
ing with  oor  oeigfabors  as  some  Presidents  who 
luTe  retired  to  prlraie  life.  Onr  responsibility  is 
greater  ifaao  that  of  the  President  and  Senate. 
What  is  the  responsibility  of  a  man  who  is  to  re- 
tire after  a  semce  of  eight  or  ten  years,  to  pala- 
ces which  he  has  built  with  the  plunder  of  bis 
eoootry;  of  a  man  who  has  enriched  his  rela- 
lives  by  a  species  of  nepotism,  and  surrounded 
himseli  with  a  society  of  his  own;  who  can  be 
content  to  sit  down  with  infamy  in  private  life, 
provided  his  bags  are  swelled  to  distention,  and 
bis  appetite  pampered  with  delicacies  which  habit 
has  made  necessary  to  bis  enjoyments?  But, 

Enting  tbe  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
rylandi  deemiog  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
President  as  be  deems,  we  woold  make  assurance 
dooUy  sore,  and  take  a  bond  of  fate  for  tbe  eor- 
x«ct  discbarffe  of  the  Executive  functions  in  this 
respecL  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  bad 
•aid,  that  if  the  doettiae  supported  by  tbe  friends 
of  this  bill  were  soood,  this  Constitution  was  an 
anomaly  ia  Government.  It  is  so,  Mr.  R.  said, 
and  he  was  sorprised  to  bear  it  foand  out  to-day 
as  if  for  the  first  time.  It  is  an  anomaly ;  happy 
for  OS  that  it  is,  and  long  might  it  continue  so! 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  said,  if  the 
sanctioB  of  this  House  became  necessary  to  carry 
a  treaty  iatoe^t,  it  wastfotooljr  in  their  power, 
,  bot  it  was  their  duty  to  pass  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
vooc.  Mr.  R.  said  he  would  grant  tbe  gentleman 
luspoMtion  with  a  small  modifieation;  he  woold 
graat  it  if  the  genilemaD  woald  add  a  proviso, 
that  tbe  provision  of  said  treatjr  did  not  betray 
the  great  intenstiv  liberties,  or  rights  of  tbe  na- 
tioa.  The  geotleouD  had  put  the  ease  of  a  defi- 
aitrao  of  contraband  by  treaty^  as  being  para- 
mtHini  to  a  law  of  Gongrass  eneoi^giog  the  eal- 
tnre  of  the  article  declared  to  be  contraband ;  a 
«ase  which  woald^ecording  to  bis  humble  jadg- 
ncnt,  Mr.  R.  said,  better  suit  a  court  of  admiralty 
than  a  legislative  hall.  But  be  ought,  he  added, 
to  be  obliged  to  tbe  honorable  gentleman  for  hav- 
ing taken  into  his  argnment  an  idea  which  Mr.  R. 
bad  yesterday  endeayorcd  to  imbody  ia  bis  own; 
for,  he  said,  taking  the  very  case  the  geotlemau 
had  pat,  there  coiUd  not  be  a  stronger  selected  to 
iwovo  that  his  general  argument  was  nntenahle. 
Mj^ono  iheBieoBtin  wm  to  make  a  trattr,  in 


which  tobacco,  rice,  and  cotton,  were  declared 
contraband  of  war,  to  which  he  might  add  bread- 
stofls,  butter,  salt  beef,  onions,  and  notions  of  all 
sons;  would  not  this  treaty  require  legislative 
enactment  to  carry,  it  iaio  effect;  or  would  il^ 
like  a  treaty  of  peace,  require  no  intervention  on 
the  part  of  this  House  ?  It  woald  bare  that  effect, 
perhaps,  in  a  British  court  of  vice-admiralty  at 
Halifax,  Providence,  or  Bermuda;  but  did  tbe 
gentleman  in  his  heart  believe  that  such  a  treaty 
could  become  tbe  law  of  the  land  on  the  instant 
of  its  promulgation?  It  could  not  stand;  the 
breathy  the  tempest  of  pablic  indignation,  would 
in  an  instant  sweep  it  to  eteralty ;  it  would  go  to 
tbe  tomb  of  tbe  Capulets.  The  gentleman  de- 
mands of  us,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  exorcise  the  treaty; 
to  question  it,  whether  it  brings  with  it  "aita 
from  Heaven  or  blasts  from  Hell ;"  whether  its 
''intents  be  wicked  or  charitable."  Tbe  trea^, 
Mr.  R.  said,  came  to  him  in  a  most  sgreeabit 
shape ;  he  was  disposed  to  ratify  it  by  legidation ; 
and,  if  legislative  enactment  were  not  necessary, 
whence  the  bill  which  had  passed  to  its  third 
reading  in  this  House ;  and  whence  tbe  bill  from 
tbe  Senate?  If  a  treaty  were  of  that  pervading 
force,  that,  like  mercury,  It  searches  the  remotest 
parts  of  the  constitution,  why  the  bill  which  in 
thifi  House  had  progressed  so  far,  and  which  he 
hoped  would  pass  to  the  Senate,  whatever  impu- 
tation, aceordlog  to  the  gentleman's  argnmen^ 
it  might  cast  on  the  Rxeeulive  of  rank  and  tre- 
mendous usurpation. 

For  bis  part,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  extremely 
sorry  that  this  should  happen  to  be  the  only  oc- 
casion, which  bad  come  within  his  cognizance 
lately,  in  which,  according  to  the  illustration  .of - 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland,  the 
House  had  refused,  like  the  clerk  in  the  church, 
tu  make  the  appointed  responses  to  tbe  minister. 
Mr.  R.  said  be  was  nut  one  of  those  who  would 
construe  this  occurrence  into  any  imputation  on 
tbe  majority,  any  more  than  on  tbe  minority  of 
the  House ;  for  it  happened  to  be  a  two-edged 
sword — it  cut  as  much  upon  tbe  right  hand  as 
upon  the  left^  and  as  much  upon  the  left  hand 
as  upon  tbe  right.  One  side,  he  said,  maintained 
its  consistency,  because  it  cost  them  nothing,  and 
the  otlkerside  of  the  House  maintain^  theits  for 
the  same  reftson.  We  are  each  and  all  of  us,  said 
be,  maintaining  our  consistency,  and  on  the  best 

KsaiUe  terms— for  it  oosts  us  nothing.  The  bill 
fore  us  gives  no  power ;  it  takes  none  away— 
it  bestows  DO  praise,  it  conveys  no  censure,  ex- 
cept what  may  be  inferred  from  tbe  argument  of 
tbe  honorable  gentleman.  Mr.  R.  wished,  besaid, 
that  in  the  future  progress  of  their  deliberations, 
the  consistencjrof  one  side  of  tbe  House  might  be 
equally  maintained ;  be  wished  that  tbe  spirit  of  the 
Administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  of  tbe  first 
Congress  assembled  under  bis  Administration, 
might  be  maintained  by  the  majority  of  this  House 
of  the  present  day— even  if  the  minority  should^ 
for  tbe  sake  of  consistency,  be  obliged  to  take  the 
otha  side,  and  load  the  country  with  debts,  taxes, 
armies, and  navies,aod  all  the  constituent  elements 
itf  Fedendism,  under  th«  name  of  Demoecaor. 
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Tes,  Mr.  R.  siid,  be  wished  that  the  coDsisteficjr 
of  one  side  might  b«  maiataioed,  eren  at  the  ex- 

EeDseofcoQsisteDcyof  the  othei — but,  he  beliered 
e  was  tcaTettiog  a  little  oat  of  ihe  recwd.  To 
ntura  to  the  qneatiOD. 

Mr.  R.  said,  be  would  suppose  that  this  eom- 
meteial  trnty  bad  aUpidatea  that  a  iatj,  not  ex- 
eeediog  t  ecrtain  amoont,  shuild  be  impowd  by 
the  two  eonlraetiDg  parties  oo  certain  manufac- 
tues,  peculiar  to  oorseires  oalj,  and  open^ting 
therefore  on  us  exolusirely.  Coald  there  be  a 
doubl  that  this  House  would  rcrasc  to  carrr  that 
tte^tj  ioto  effect  by  pasting  laws  laying  the  ne- 
eeaaaiy  taxes,  and  would  leave  it  to  Qreat  Britain, 
if  she  chose,  to  make  it  a  cause  of  war  with  ui  ? 
Hare  not  this  House  the  power,  and  would  they 
not  use  it,  of  carryiog  such  a  treaty  into  effect; 
or,  if  it  seems  good  to  tbeni,  to  refuse  to  carry  it 
.into  effect,  leaving  it  to  the  optiou  of  the  other 
patty  to  make  it  a  cause  of  war  or  not?  But, 
the  geatleman  bad  said,  grant  these  doctrines  to 
ba  correct,  and  we  are  the  most  unfoitnn&te  peo* 
ale  under  tb«  sun— we  could  bare  qo  treaties ! 
Waitbereany  fe8r,Mr.R.askad— wastbe  theory 
of  ontOoTermnentao  little  naderstood,  and  the 
practice  ao  mucb  forgotilea,  that  it  could  be  sop* 
posed  there  would  erer  be  wanting  in  this  House 
a  proper  degree  of  deference  (be  would  not  say 
an  improper  d^ree  o(  deference)  to  the  wisdom 
and  counsels  of  the  Bxecuiive  ?  Let  us  suppose 
it  possible,  however,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  we  should 
be  placed  in  this  unfortunate  situation ;  that  it 
should  not  be  in  our  power  to  make  a  commer- 
cial treaty  vith  any  people  under  the  son — I  be- 
lieve the  sun  would  still  shine  as  bri^^t,  and  the 
grass  grow  as  green  as  ever.  Are  we,  sir,  to  8a|>> 
ptwe,  in  this  young  cotmtrr,  that  all  diplomatie 
skill  resides  with  ue— and  go  abroad  a  treaty^ 
Baking  as  Hudibras  and  Doa  duixolte  ia  quest 
of  Mlvenlares,  expeotbg  to  gain  all  the  advantages 
aad  receive  no  blows  in  return  ?  No  two  knigbia, 
Mr.  R.  said,  were  evex  more  wofully  mistakeo ; 
hat  not  more  than  we  should  be,  eaiertaining  ao- 
tkms  equally  absurd.  No,  laid  Mr.  R^  if  we 
make  a  ueaty  with  any  people  under  the  sua,  we 
most  give  a  quid  pre  gia^  aad  must  always  expect 
t«  give  more  than  we  pt.  It  had  been,  he  said, 
a  maxim  ia  Great  Britain  before  the  separation 
of  the  United  States  from  that  Qovemmeat,  and 
U  was  a  maxim  yet,  that  wfaaterer  she  had  ac- 
quired by  the  ralor  of  her  arms,  she  had  lost  by 
negotiation.  Tbe  last  treaty  of  Paris  night  form 
an  exeeption  to  the  genera]  rule,  but,  ]il»  all  ex- 
ceptions, it  would  only  prove  tbe  rale.  Tbe  cir- 
cumstance be  had  referred  to  grew  out  the 
foritt  of  tbe  Government  of  Qnmt  Britain.  As 
the  form  of  our  Goveromeni  is  more  popular  than 
hers,  our  proceedings  more  public,  aad  as  we  are 
cqaaily  liable  to  that  aute  ot  faction  which  is  the 
andow  of  libtrty,  aad  proves  the  substance  to 
axiat,  until  it  shall  be  put  down  by  tbe  strong  arm 
of  military  despottsm—whateTet  we  get  abroad 
«t  may  expeet  to  pa^  for.  We  must  pay,  and 
dearly  too,  Mr.  R.  satd,  for  any  advantaffes  we 
sboald  obtain  from  those  wily  Kiitgi  and  liiaic- 
Itn  abreadj  who.  glory  in  aytomaay^  whiah  is 


but  another  name  for  duplicity.  After  the  tieuy 
of  1763,  he  said,  we  sent  Ministers  abroad  a 
treaty-making  with  every  Power  that  would 
treat  with  us,  by  way  of  iryiag  our  maabood— 
we  bad  just  aomeof^age,  taken  out  aSursiaia 
our  own  bands— he  had  nown  maoy  youi^  heirs 
try  their  skill  in  making  baivains  with  their  mora 
wary  neighbors,  until  ibey  bargained  away  their 
whole  estate.  To  such  perhaps,  it  would  be  no 
injurious  rcslraini  if  tbcjr  were  defaaiTcd  the 
tfeaty-roakipg  power  until  arrived  at  years  <tf 
discielioD.  We  shall  get  notbtng  at  all  from  these 
foreign  nations,  be  assured  the  Hcase,  wtthoet 
giving  therefor  a  full  equivalent. 

The  honorable  gentleman  fVom  Maryland  had 
staled,  that  if  the  President  and  Senate  had  not 
the  power  to  make  a  commercial  treaty,  and  that 
treaty  when  made  did  not  instantly  become 
the  law  of  tbe  land,  then  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate have  the  power  to  make  no  treaty— and  yet 
the  gentleman  had  furnished  in  the  course  of  tus 
owB  argument  an  instance  in  direct  contradictlea 

this  position — that  is,  a  treaty  of  peace,  which 
did  not  la  any  shape  moire  tbe  uaetion  of  this 
House.  The  Treaty  of  Peace,  then,  is  att  cxeep* 
tion  to  the  necessity  of  the  intervention  of  ihia 
House  to  carry  treaties  into  eflSwt;  and  it  might 
be  said  that  a  naked  treaty  of  peace — "  let  there 
be  peace,  and  there  was  peace*'— was  almost  the 
only  treaty  which  could  be  awntiated,  that  did 
not  require  the  consent  of  this  House.  Under 
the  old  Confederation,  however,  it  vras  said  Co>- 

Sress  had  made  an  alliance  with  France.  This, 
Ir.  R.  observed,  ms  a  strong  case  for  the  gea- 
tieman's  argument— for  it  might  be  said,  if  the 
old  Congress,  confessedly  inferior  in  power, 
possessed  tbe  right  to  make  a  treaty  of  afliaaoe 
which  had  been  near  involving  us  m  the  vortex 
of  the  French  revolution,  a  joHioTi  the  Preai- 
deat  aad  Senate  aow  ought  to  have  the  power. 
Heagrced  to  the  foreeof  thlsarpinen^if  forPMa- 
ideat  and  Senate  the  GoiterameDtwaB  sabarituted. 
This  brought  him,  he  said,  to  the  old  oi^obriani 
of  legislation,  that  the  qocstitNL  stnttd  is  seldom 
the  question  run  down— the  question  was,  do  the 
President  and  Senate  possess  tbe  poww,  enlosin 
and  iadepeadent  of  the  legislative  power,  to  biiid 
the  peo|»c  in  all  eases  wbataoeverjind  to  make 
treaties  psramouat  to  aU  lawl  That  w«e  the 
point— tbst  was  the  gitt  of  the  qaastlea— nthacv 
tbe  argmaeai  rubbed. 

If,  iasiead  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  tbe  treaty 
now  under  consideratioa  bad  been  a  treaty  m 
alliance  aad  subsidy,  could  tbe  troops  have  been 
raised  or  taxes, levied  wicfaout  the  interveotioo  of 
the  legblaiive  authority  of  this  House  ?  Mr.  R. 
said  they  could  not;  and  he  h»d  understood  tha 
gentleman  also  to  admit  ibis.  What,  tbco,  was 
the  amount  of  the  dificrencc  betweea  the  ceatle- 
maa  and  hiauclf?  It  was  this:  that  Mr.  R. 
conteoded  this  treaty,  being,  in  his  opiaioo,  one 
requiri^^  tegialative  eaaetnant  to  carry  it  iol» 
eftet,  this  House  was  to  exercise  its  l^slatsfa 
power  ia  this  respect  nnder  Jt  soimd  disorettoB,. 
aad  a  high  raspoasibilitjr  for  the  paUlo  goodb  It 
waa  not,  in  Blr.  B.^  epiaioo,  a  sarai  eflariVB» 
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lioD,  because  it  was  competeat  to  the  President 
aod  Senate  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace,  that  they 
eoold  repeal  or  modify  a  law  UyiD|r  a  tax.  Mis- 
erable indeed  woatd  m  the  eoiraittOD  of  hDmaoi- 
tjj  it  the  power  to  put  en  end  to  the  calamities 
of  war  eoald  not  be  iotrusied  to  them ;  and,  by 
the  way,  Mr.  R.  said  he  bad  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, tut  with  all  the  pride,  and  eonseqaence,  and 
airs  that  the  GoTCfnibcnt  had  giren  to  itself, 
«reD  in  this  Truity  of  Pnee,  In  that  simple  agree- 
ment,  *<  let  the  eoDflitt  eeue,"  our  tdf  emry  bad 
got  a  fair  and  fall  eqoiTalent,  for  ihe  got  nill  as 
mnch  as  she  gaTe. 

The  President  and  Senate  may  restore  the  re- 
lations peace,  it  had  been  argued.  Might  tbey 
therefore,  Mr.  R.  asked,  repeal  all  the  laws  of 
the  land  by  treaty  1  Bot  it  seemed  the  President 
and  Scaate  were  controlled  by  public  opiDioo, 
and  that  was  a  sufficient  cheok>--aUnding,  he  sup- 
posed, to  the  press,  the  great  battery  of  public 
opinion.  Why,  then,  had  it  not  been  said  m  the 
Qonstitutioa,  let  there  be  a  public  opinion,  and 
ali  is  safe  j  it  is  enough  for  ns  if  the  acts  of  our 
ralers  msy  be  freely  eaarassed.  I  believe,  said 
Ur.  R.,  that  our  rights  and  liberties  are  safe,  but 
in  a  Tvn  different  repository  from  that  referred 
t(^~in  the  Sute  L^iaUtare^  in  the  bosom  of 
the  free  yeomanry  of  the  eoaniry,  asserted  by 
tlwir  naskets  and  their  rifles,  and  nerer  Tielded 
wiless  eantionsly  and  warily  attacked,  nnless  the 
gronnd  be  broken  at  a  Tiat  distance  from  the 
sentinels  of  public  liberty,  and  the  appronch  se- 
cretly made. 

Was  the  saaetion  of  the  House  necessary  to 
earry  this  treaty  inta  eGfeetl  It  was,  or  it  was 
not;  if  it  was,  the  President  and  Senate  bad  been 
guilty,  it  was  said,  of  gross  Dsnrpattoo.   But  the 

Sntlemao  from  Msrjrland  had  acknowledged 
at  OS  there  are  treaties  which  are  self-execu- 
tory, there  are  others  which  require  leffislatire 
auMtment,  and  which  the  aid  of  the  Bouse  is 
required  to  carry  into  effect.  A  treaty  of  peace, 
by  metelr  restoring  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amtty,  Ur.  R.  said,  did  execute  inelf,  Bot  was 
it  so  with  a  treaty  stipulating  that  duties  should 
be  taken  off  or  laid  on.  or  both?  The  analogy 
between  a  treaty  restermg  the  relnttons  of  peace 
between  this  country  and  Mother,  and  other 
treaties,  ctonot  be  tvooght  in  aid  of  a  treaty 
which  is  not  eetf-exeeutory,  which  dees  require 
legislative  enactment  to  carry  it  into  effect  as 
proven  by  the  vote  of  this  House  yesterday,  and 
the  vote  of  the  Senate  to*day.  [referring  to  the 
bill  passed  by  the  Senate  deelarine  the  effetst  of 
the  treaty.]  Mr.  R.  said  he  eould  conceive  a 
ease  in  which  even  a  treaty  restoring  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  amity  between  the  United 
States  and  another  nation,  might  be  received  in 
this  House  as  a  breach  of  national  confidence, 
which  the  Hottse  would  not  eadure.  As  be 
liked  to  bring  every  case  which  he  presented  tb 
this  House  as  near  the  reality  as  could  be,  to 
liken  it  to  something  which  had  happened,  or 
was  very  likely  to  happen,  he  would  uke  a  ease 
which  might  have  happened  between  the  United 
States  and  Franee.  It  was  well  known,  Mr.  R. 


Oreat  BrUain.  H.  of  R . 


said,  that  a  very  large  description  of  people  in 
the  United  States,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
French  revolution^  bad  been  anxious  to  plunge 
the  United  States  into  a  war  with  Great  Britain 
and  her  allies;  and  it  was  contended  that  the 
public  faith  was  pledged  to  Euarantee  the  safety 
of  the  French  West  India  Islands,  ftc  The  de- 
mand of  our  aid  bad  been  made  in  a  much  mon 
sacred  name  than  that  of  a  sugar  island— in  the 
name  of  the  impreseriptable  rights  of  mankind ; 
the  liberty  of  the  worm  was  said  to  be  in  jeopar- 
dy ;  the  tyrants  of  the  world,  it  was  said,  had 
conspired  against  liberty,  and  we  ought  no  longer 
to  withhold  our  aid.  Mr.  R.  said  be  hoped  no 
member  of  tbis  House,  nor  the  most  worthier 
scribbler  out  of  it,  wonld  understand  him  as  im- 
puting censure  to  those  who  felt  thus  ardently. 
By  the  wisdom  of  that  man  who  alone,  at  that 
juncture,  could  have  held  the  reins  of  empire, 
who  alone  could  have  reined  in  the  public  mad- 
ness, by  his  wisdom  we  had  been  saved  from 
being  invf^ved  in  the  vortex  of  that  treraeudov 
comet,  which 

From  his  hsgrid  hsir 
Shook  pesfBoMB  and  vrsr. 

Every  patriot  not  the  pseudo  patriot,  not  he 
who  wishes  to  ride  on  the  surface  of  the  billoVi 
inSated  by  his  own  breath— ^very  real  patriot 
approved  and  honored  his  eondueu  Suppoae,  in- 
stead of  standing  in  opposition  to  the  feelio^  of 
the  day,  reveraiog  the  old  adage,  Qaw^nul  oatf- 
rant  rtge9,fiiecUaUur  Achiei—aippoK  Ghoeral 
Washiagton  bad  let  slip  the  d(^  of  war,  hallooed 
them  on,  aad  engaged  in  that  war,  which  was 
terminated  by  the  truce  of  Amiens— or  suppose 
Qeneral  Washington,  as  was  the  fact  not  loitt 
after,  had  been  removed  from  the  eonocite  of  hn 
ooantry,  aod  succeeded  bv  a  gentleman  of  diflbr- 
ent  political  opinions,  ana  that  the  first  act  of  the 
new  President  had  been  to  patch  up  a  troatr  of 
alliaaee  with  the  alUe^  Oreat  Briuin  panieui- 
ly ;  Boeh  a  treaty  as  would  ineritably,  whilst  It 
kept  pMoe  arith  Bnglud,  have  {maoced  war 
with  Franee;  would  (be  people  of  Amertea  haiTc 
endured  this?  Mr.  R.  did  not  think  thw  wouM. 
Such  was  his  opinioo  of  the  public  senumeM 
hatred  lo  Cheat  Btltaia  and  {w^ileetiim  to  re- 
publican Franee,  which  then  existed,  tlwt  he 
believed  this  House,  instead  of  eairyiog  the 
treaty  into  effiect,  would  hare  been  nUkde  the 
means  of  compelling  peace  with  Fraaee,  and 
renewing  the  war  with  (3reat  Britain.  Hewoald 
take  another  precedent,  however,  from  a  Oerera- 
ment,  the  eoastitotion  of  which  was  not  anom- 
alous— a  ease  anterior  to  the  Revolution  which, 
according  to  the  fond  idea  of  British  jurists,  had 
fixed  the  liberty  of  Soglaud  en  an  imperishable 
fbundation ;  he  would  take  a  ease  frona  the  moat 
corrupt  reigD  of  the  most  oerrupt  &mily  ifatt 
perhaps  Ck>d  everpermitted  to  attiet  the  world— 
a  case  from  the  days  of  the  Stuarts.  He  aveMd 
it  as  a  fact,  and  all  history,  he  said,  would  bair 
him  out  in  it,  that  the  last  of  the  Stuarts  WBt  fall 
throne  in  eonseqaeaee  of  his  subservieutry  to  a 
foreign  Power,  whioh  fordgn  Power  was  du 
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object  of  the  suipicioD,  deadly  hatred, and  fear  of 
the  nation  he  governed.  He  did  aver  that  the 
Doteh  wars  of  Charles  II — that  base  and  rotten 
policy  laid  open  more  than  a  century  after  that 
vity  man  tboygbt  the  eTideoee  of  it  baried  be* 
low  theeaverns  of  the  deep,  would  bare  lost  him 
his  cTOwo,  if  he  bad  contioaed  to  reigii.  James 
JI  was  little  else  tbao  tbe  sneeessnr  in  form  of 
Cbartes  11;  and  James  II  lost  his  crown  as 
Charles  II  would,  in  the  end,  have  lost  his,  by 
mdMng  treaties  against  the  wishes  of  the  people, 
with  a  foreign  Power  most  obnoxious  and  hate- 
ful to  the  British  nation,  &c.  If  such  was  the 
ease  in  Eogtand,  how  much  more  strong  is  the 
argument  tnat  in  this  country  the  President  and 
Boiate  sboald  never  make  any  treaty,  particu- 
laily  one  which  requires  legtstatire  enactment  to 
carry  it  into  effect,  without  the  prenona  or  snb- 
seqaent  consent  of  this  body. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  trespass  on  the  Commit* 
tee  only  by  a  few  other  remarks.  He  was,  he 
hoped  it  was  unnecessary  to  say^  no  drawcansir. 
He  was  for  peace  and  good  will  among  men. 
Be  aoderstood  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  when  dwelling  on  the  effect  of  the 

Ewer  of  impeachment,  which  he  (Mr.  R.)  be- 
red  would  have  as  much  effect  on  great  delin- 
fiionti  as  a  feather  or  a  flake  of  snow  on  the  im- 
ptnatraUe  hide  of  a  rhinooeros— be  anderstood 
the  gentleman  to  say,  in  allusion  lo  a  remark 
that  the  power  of  impeachment  had  been  tried 
and  fonaa  wanting,  that  the  fact  did  not  necessa- 
lily  imply — as  the  honorable  gentleman  oo  whom 
it  was  tried  would  have  said,  it  was  a  non  teqtd- 
ter  to  urge,  that  the  power  of  impeajihmeot  was 
nugatory,  t  grant  it,  said  Mr.  R.  As  little 
versed  as  1  am  in  dialectics,  as  little  of  a  logician 
or  metbodist  in  argament  as  I  am,  I  am  willing 
to  admit  that  it  does  not  follow,  because  a  felon 
is  acquitted,  the  law  is  in^cient,  because  the 
neqvittnl  may  have  arisen  from  n  defect  in  the 
•Tuenee,  in  the  law,  or  in  the  administration  of 
the  Uw }  h  nuy  have  arisen  from  another  cause, 

-  which  I  would  be  the  meanest  and  basest  of  man- 
kind to  admit,  or  it  might  have  arisen  from  the 
defect  of  talent  in  the  ^osecutf  og  attorney ;  and 
that  is  one  of  the  crying  sins  of  this  nation,  which 
calls  loudly  for  reform.  Daily  and  honrly  are 

'  felons  acquitted  because  tbey  can  give  heavy  fees 

to  lawyers  of  great  abilities,  who  know  bow  to 
make  the  worst  appear  the  better  reason,  in  the 
courts  at  least;  while  (be  Commonwealth  is  con- 
teat  to  have  its  business  let  out  to  the  lowest  bid- 

-  der,  and  its  judicial  business  is  managed,  I  will 
not  say  in  the  same  manner,  but  not  always  well. 
I  do  aver  that  I  should  be  wanting  in  respect 
for  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I  was  associated 
on  that  occasion  if  I  admitted  that  the  inoendo, 
if  I  am  to  understand  it  as  sneb,  of  the  honorable 
gentlenuui  had  an;^  application  to  them.  I  have 
not  the  slightest  indisposition  to  admit  that  it 
may  hare  application  to  one,  but  I  believe  I  see 
i&  my  eye  a  much  more  sobslanttal  reason  for 
the  aequttul  in  the  case  alluded  to  than  the  want 
of  ability  with  which  the  prosecution  was  con- 
ducted. Mr.  R.  saw  in  the  ability  of  the  defence 
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of  the  accused  at  least  as  probable  a  cause  of  the 
acquittal  as  the  ooe  which  bad  been  meniiooed. 
But,  it  was  really  paying  to  the  highest  court  in 
this  nation  a  very  poor  compliment.   What,  sir  I 
Qur  most  potent,  grare,  and  reverend  seniors 
our  rery  noble  and  approred  good  masters— if 
the  doctrine  of  the  gnitleman  be  eorrec^  that 
what  they  approre  we  mtist  ratify — what, sir!  the 
Senate,  on  the  evidence  of  at  least  fifty  witnesses 
not  cafwble  of  making  up  an  opinion  on  a  question 
presented  to  them  I  Theacquittal  in  that  case  wu 
referable,  not  to  the  want  of  ability  on  the  part 
of  some  of  the  gentlemen  at  least.   Let  us  look 
back,  said  he;  one  of  those  gentlemen  has  since 
filled  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
What,  sir  1  a  man  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury not  capable  oi  conducting  an  ordinary  prose- 
cution in  a  court  of  justice.   I  will  never  admit 
an  insinuation  of  that  sort  lo  wound  the  fame  of 
ooe  of  my  colleagoes  oo  that  occasion.  Another 
ooe  is  now  a  judge  of  ihe  Supreme  Court,  civil 
and  criminal,  of  the  State  of  MarylaQd.  Was 
he  not  capable  of  summing  up  the  law  and  eri> 
dence  in  such  a  case  ?  I  will  not  admit  it.  An- 
other of  the  managers  of  the  impeachment  bu 
since  illustrated  the  soremment  of  (Seoigia.  He 
has  dispkyed  an  iodependenee  which  does  bin 
honor  with  all  feeling  and  independent  men. 
Was  he  not  capable  of  speaking  to  an  ordinary 
case  before  a  court  ?  I  cannot  admit  it.  No ; 
the  acquittal  took  place,  because  the  Constita- 
tion  requires,  and  wisely,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
treaty,  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the  court  to 
the  condemnation  of  the  accused ;  and  the  assent 
of  that  two-thirds  was  not  found  in  the  case 
imjpeachment  alluded  to,  while  it  never  has  been 
and  never  will  be  found  wanting  to  the  ratifica- 
tion of  any  treaty  which  the  President  may  nego- 
tiate.  Mr.  R.  said,  be  had  received  a  lesson  on 
that  subject  which  it  was  net  necessary  now  to 
repenL  He  meant  not  to  tell  the  seerela  of  hie 
prison-houae.  In  the  year  3800,  he  receired  • 
lesson,  which  if  he  was  not  belter,  he  trotted  he 
should  be  wiser  for  to  his  dying  day,  touching  the 
nature  of  the  initiatory  and  ratifying  branches  in 
relation  to  treaties. 

One  word  more,  Mr.  R.  said,  and  be  had  done. 
He  wished  be  had  followed  the  example  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  m  one  re- 
spect,  incapable  as  he  was  of  foilowiog  him  iu 
any  other.  He  wished  that  he  too  had  taken  his 
leave,  and  sat  down  wbeo  he  found  his  strength 
exhausted.  He  had  thought  it  better,  however, 
to  finish  what  he  had  to  say  at  once,  and  then  to 
dinner,  with  what  appetite  we  may.  The  gentle- 
man had  made  one  sutement  he  wished  to  no- 
tice; that  the  treaty  was  a  treaty  or  oo  treaty; 
that  the  ratifications  being  exchanged,  it  was 
law  or  not  law.  It  is  a  law  in  those  respects  not 
requiring  the  intervention  of  Congres^  but  it  re- 
quires legislalive  provisions,  because  it  requires 
duties  to  be  lowered  or  raised,  which  is  equiva- 
lent to  requiring  an  appropriation  or  (be  imposi- 
tion of  taxes,  powers  acknowledged  to  belong 
exclusively  to  Congress.  What  faith,  the  gentl^ 
man  asked,  could  be  pot  by  foreign  Powen  io 
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compacts  with  thb  Goverament,  if  a  treaty  may 
be  rendered  void  after  its  ratificatioos  are  ex- 
changed by  the  refusal  of  this  House  to  act  on  it? 
Tfaere  was  the  widest  difference  between  the  pos- 
session of  a  power,  and  the  expediency  of  exer- 
cising it.  Suppose  a  treaty  should  have  received 
every  possible  sanction — that  of  this  House  in- 
elnded — we  stiil  have  at  any  time  a  right  to  break 
it  att,  without  ooDsoltinc  the  other  party,  and  go 
to  war.  A  oatioo  puts  faith  in  other  njitions,  not 
becBDse  of  this  or  that  form  of  Qoreromeot,  this 
or  that  elieck,  or  Ibis  or  that  balance  in  the  oper- 
ations of  a  Government,  but  aecordiog  to  its  con- 
rielion  of  the  disposition  of  other  naiions  to 
naiBtain  their  faith.  By  that  criterion,  by  that 
standard  of  character,  ours  is  at  least  as  good  as 
sterling,  and,  he  believed,  a  carat  better.  Great 
Britain  put  faith  in  us  for  the  same  reason  we  pot 
faith  in  her — tempering  our  faith — for  though 
scepticism  be  damoable  heresy  in  religion,  it  is 
Kimetimes  otherwise  io  politics — tempering  it 
with  a  proper  degree  of  distrust  on  both  sides. 
If  we  pat  faith  in  a  single  individual  at  the  head 
of  a  Governineot,  as  in  the  case  of  treaties  with 
fioropean  Powers,  how  much  more  reason  have 
they  to  put  faith  io  the  guarantee  afforded  by  the 
pledge  of  every  branch  of  a  Government  like 
oars,  repreaenting  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States?  Before  the  Prince  Regent  in  England 
can  violate  a  treaty,  and  make  war,  he  must  be 
supported  by  a  vote  of  credit  from  the  House  of 
Commons ;  this  is  some  restraint  on  bim ;  but  we 
have  made  treaties  with  the  despots  of  every 
dime  and  color,  from  the  lily  and  rose  of  the 
North  to  the  jet  black  of  Africa;  and  yet  we  are 
nnder  no  sort  of  doubt  that  these  high  contracting 
parties  wilt  adhere  to  their  faith  sp  long  as  they 
feel  it  their  interest  to  do  so.  It,  then,  at  last 
inrned  out,  that  foreign  nations  had  nothing  at 
all  to  do  with  this  question;  thai  whether  the 
ratifications  are  exchanged  properly  or  improp- 
eily,  was  an  affair  between  us  at  home,  with 
which  foreign  Powers  coald  not  be  permitted  to 
meddle ;  and,  Mr.  R.  said,  if  he  was  askal  for  a 
just  cause  of  war,  he  could  figure  to  himself  none 
better  than  an  attempt  by  any  foreign  Power  at 
interventioD  in  onr  amirs.  This  treaty  of  com- 
merce gare  us  leave  to  trade  to  the  Bast  Indies, 
and  to  touch  at  St.  Helena.  In  that  shape  it 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  was  ratified  here 
by  both  Governments— howl  In  the  shape  in 
which  it  came?  No.  The  very  lowest  grade  of 
diplomatic  functionary,  he  spoke  of  his  office 
oaly— put  his  finger  on  one  article,  and  said^  be- 
ware of  St.  Helena.  A  Minister  of  Great  Britain 
can  take  a  treaty,  and  make  a  nose  of  wax,  or  any 
thing  else  be  pleases  of  it ;  but  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  are  to  have  no 
word  in  it.  He  asked,  whether  it  was  competent 
to  a  British  Minister  after  a  treaty  bad  been  sol- 
emnly signed  under  the  eye  of  his  own  master, 
materJally  to  alter  the  provisions  of  a  treaty? — 
and  the  alteration  was  a  material  one,  because  the 
comfort  and  refreshment  of  touching  at  St.  He- 
lena was  a  matter  of  some  consequence  in  an 
Bast  India  voyage.  It  was  of  little  eonseqoenee, 
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he  said,  to  us,  who  should  be  soon  dismissed  to  a 
good  hotel  and  smoking  table;  but  to  the  poor 
Rcorbuiic  seaworn  sailor,  it  was  of  great  value. 
Was  it  safer  for  this  House  to  exercise  a  control- 
ling power  on  the  acts  of  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate, so  as  to  meet  the  coming  disease ;  or  that  it 
should  be  entirely  restrained  from  interfering,  and 
the  President  and  Senate  go  on  making  treaties 
until  an  extreme  ease,  when  the  people  would  in- 
terfere and  correct  the  proccdarfc  Mr.  R,  said, 
he  was  no  Jacobin ;  he  hoped  it  was  DnnceesBary 
to  say  that.  He  was  no  man  for  a  Government 
of  mobs,  but  of  order,  law,  and  religion ;  but,  he 
said,  there  are  points  beyond  which  the  people 
cannot  be  restrained ;  or  should  we  rather  let  the 
President  and  Senate  go  on,  provided  they  can 
find  a  Dey  of  Algiers  to  treat  with;  provided 
they  can  find  a  place  to  stand  on  until  they  make 
this  sweeping  treaty-making  {wwer  a  fulcrum  to 
move  the  Constitution  from  its  orbit?  Mr.  R. 
concluded  by  observing  that  the  Senate  had  sent 
a  bill  to  this  House ;  a  bill  which  he  considered 
as  yielding  the  question,  and  on  which  it  would 
perhaps  be  best  to  act  in  preferaiee  to.that  now 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  PiNENET  rose  to  explain— to  make  a  ftw 
observations  which  he  said  he  should  have  made 
befor^  but  that  ha  had  understood  the  gentlemaa 
to  wish  not  to  be  interrupted.  Mr.  P.  said  that 
be  thought  he  need  not  state  to  the  Housa  that 
bis  language  had  not  been  ItaUe  to  the  exeeptloa 
which  the  fentlemao  from  Virginia  had  shown 
a  disposition  to  take  to  it.  The  gentleman  had 
said  that  impeachment  bad  been  tried  and  found 
wanting;  in  reference  to  which  remark  he  (Mr. 
P.)  had  said  that  the  example  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman had  referred  was  not  conclusive  in  sup- 
port of  that  position;  that  impeachment  mi^t 
fail  from  various  reasons;  that  the  party  im- 
,  peached  might  he  innocent — into  wbicn  question 
he  bad  not  entered.  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  almost 
whoUjr  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  either 
of  the  cases.  His  language  was  not  liable  to 
the  imputation  of  having  sought  to  reprehend 
the  conduct  of  the  geotremen  who  conducted 
either. 

The  gentleman  bad  said,  that  he  is  no  dra  wean- 
sir.  Neither  am  I,  sir.  I  should  not  have  desired 
to  reflect  on  the  gentleman  from  Virginia}  hx 
from  it ;  I  am  always  disposed  to  speak  in  his 
praise ;  he  has  given  such  proofs  of  his  genius  at 
command  my  respect.  But  if  I  bad  a  desire, 
which  I  bad  not,  to  east  a  reflection  on  bim,  what 
reason  was  there  to  suppose  I  had  a  desire  to  do 
so  on  those,  some  of  whose  names  I  do  not  know  ? 
I  supposed  that  the  House  of  Representatives  had 
selected  men  of  the  first  ability,  always  as  comr 
pelent  as  any  lawyer,  to  conduct  the  impeach- 
ment. I  lake  it  for  granted  that  the  impeach- 
ment was  managed  with  the  utmost  dexterity 
and  talent.  All  1  meant  to  say  was,  that  the  fail- 
ure of  that  impeachment  did  not  prove  that  im- 
peachment would  always  he  found  waotio?.  In 
the  case  expressly  alluded  to  (that  of  Judge 
Chase)  I  presumed  the  innocence  of  the  party. 
This  explanation  is  due  not  only  to  the  hooora- 
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■ble  geDileman  to  whom  my  reiMrks  apply,  but 
10  my  own  honor  and  cfaaracler. 

Mr.  Rah DOLPa  expressed  bia  hsppiness  at  bear- 
-inc  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 
Tbe  gentleman,,  be  said,  bad  misnnderstood  bim 
an  sapposing  hiin  not  to  be  disposed  to  allow  the 
fuUeman  to  explain;  from  his  not  havinx  d(»e 
mo,  Mr.  R.  confessed  he  had  eonsidered  hnn  as 
anstaining  the  inneado.  He  reciprocated  the  sen- 
timents of  respeet,  dw.,  which  tbe  gentleman  bad 
eroffessed,  dbc. 

During  the  diseosdon,  the  bitl  was  received 
from  the  Senate^  which  ii  notiecd  above. 

Mr.  FoasTTa  stated  tlu  reasons  why  be  hoped, 
BOtwithsUnding  the  receipt  of  the  brU  from  the 
Senate,  that  the  bill  now  before  tbe  House  would 
MBS,  as^  according  to  his  view,  tbe  Senate  bad, 
Iqr  paseing  that  bill,  attempted  to  evade  the  qvx9- 
lion  before  the  Honse. 

Tbe  qnestion  was  about  to  be  pot,  when  Mr. 
fiTAKJPO&n  having  intimated  his  desire  to  speak 
IM  (be  qiicfltion,(»  motioa,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbdrbdav,  Jannarjr  11> 
Mr.  Bnrs  iweaentcd  a  Mtitlon  of  Christt^her 
OoUee,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  engineer,  stating 
Idut  be  has  inreated  a  new  and  useful  species  of 
telegraph,  and  prayiag,on  hiti  relinquishing  his 
patent  right  therem  to  Congress,  that  be  may 
leeeive  in  lieu  thereof  a  comraissioa  for  life — 
aHch  as  they  may  judge  the  importance  of  the 
avhject  deser res.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Uuitary  AAairs. 

Mr.  Cbap»ll  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  (Seorj^  Nebinger;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  cogamitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.CBAPPELL  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relid* 
of  Jonathan  White ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
oawnitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Nawroii, 

iMnedj  That  the  Clerk  mocure,  for  the  use 
sftfaia  Honse,  and  also  of  the  Committaca  thereof, 
twenty-five  copies  of  Qraydon^  Digest  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  Stales. 

Me.  Kiho,  of  North  Carolina,  sobmitted  the 
laUowiag  lesolution  :  whieh  was  mul;  and  «> 
dared  lolie  on  the  table  for  one  day : 

iteaoiwei.  That  the  rales  of  this  House  b«  so  amend- 
«d>  that  the  Comainonmi  of  the  Navy  Board  shaU 
hs  admitted  to  seats  within  the  hall  of  this  House. 

A  messaffe  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill  "  relative  to 
cases  of  naturalisation,"  In  which  they  ash  the 
MBoarreooeofthisHoQse.  They  bare  also  passed 
«  faiU  "  far  the  relief  of  Jonathan  B.  Baftman.^' 

MIUTCA  CLAIHS. 
Mr.  WaiOHT,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  an 
arrangement  of  tbe  expenses  of  militia  incurred 
hf  States  without  the  authority  of  the  General 
Government,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
P.  Andrews  and  oth«s.  and  on  the  petition  of 
(he  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Temtoty,  relat- 


ing to  the  pay  of  Nixon  and  Hind's  cavalry; 
whicb  was  read.  Whereupon  the  ssid  petitions 
and  report  were  referred  to  the  SeereUry  of  War. 
— Tbe  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  although  they  are  satisfied  ^t  die  esses  so 
rafornd  to  them  are  not  vrithin  the  poxvisw  of  the 
original  reference*  yet  they  have  tsJten  the  suae  uate 
their  cMisideratioo,  and  have  come  to  the  condorian 
that  no  legislative  act  isnecaMsiy  to  thoielirf  ef  the 
petitimers.  . 

In  the  first  case,  the  oonunittee  wm  satisfied  Ihst 
the  moster-rolU  of  tbe  militit,  by  their  own  officers, 
was  legal  evidence  of  their  dsims,  particularly  when 
remote  iiom  any  regular  corps;  m  which  opinion 
thw  ware  confiimod*  if  an  in^aity  ot  the  Seoretsiy 
of  War*  who  infinmed  the  chainnan  of  the  coaunit. 
tee.  that  the  regntatiou  requiring  the  militia  being 
mostored  by  a  regulsr  officer,  proceeded  ftom  an  order 
of  Uie  Secretary  of  War,  which  bad  been  recently 
sopersedfld ;  and  that  the  necessary  order  had  been 
given  to  cfiect  the  payment  of  these  militia,  on  their 
muster-rolls  by  their  own  officers  ;  whereby  the  bene- 
fits required  will  be  had  without  an  act  of  Congress 
for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  wen  abo  of  o^ndea  that  the  mili- 
tia of  a  Tetriteiyt  called  out  as  sanctioned  by  Ae  Bx-. 
eeutive  authority  of  a  Territoiy^vrcie  to  be  ooDMdored 
as  acting  under  the  anihority  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  the  hiws  sufficiently  provided  fi>r  thur  fUf- 
ment,  oa  the  requisite  evidence  of  their  serviossj  m 
whicb  opinion,  alio,  they  were  confirmed  by  the  om- 
current  opinion  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War. 

On  the  last  case,  to  wit :  the  propriety  of  pviof 
the  holders  of  the  due  bills  or  certificates  of  solmerr 
claims,  to  their  assignees,  the  Z<egialature  of  MisMS- 
sippi  admits  the  wisAun  of  the  policy  that  inteidictad 
it,  m  the  case  of  the  regulars,  but  suggests  the  dif^ 
ent  characters  of  the  militia  and  regulars  as  a  prlnci^ 
pie  to  induce  the  ezceptiog  the  case  of  the  militia  out 
of  tbe  law.  The  committee  are  not  sufficienUy  im. 
pressed  with  the  suggestion  of  the  memorialists  to 
induce  them  to  concur  m  that  opinion,  but  are  aalia- 
fied  that  if  it  was  a  inse  polity  in  the  oaso  of  the 
regiilaia,iteaBbefran|^twilh  bnt  little  mieehirf  in 
the  case  <tf  the  militia.  That  it  wHI  intrednca  dUftv^ 
ent  rolas  of  evidenoe  in  the  case  ot  die  obdnw  of  the 
militia  and  regulars,  inconsistent  with  the  eqnanimity 
of  soDud  legislation,  and  contrary  to  the  opinion  w 
tbe  Secretary  of  War. 

All  which  issobmitted,  dtc. 

CLAIM  FOR  HALF  PAT. 

Mr.  Chappell  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Allen  McLaoe ;  whicb  was  read,  and  ordoed 
to  lie  on  the  table. — Tbe  report  is  as  follows: 

That  die  petitionar  was  a  highly  meritoriona  officer 
of  the  Revolationatyarmy,  attached  to  Colonal  Hsny 
hae't  legionary  corps,  and  served  until  November, 
1761,  when,  by  the  permission  of  General  Washing- 
ton, he  retired  on  half-pay  for  life.  He  states  that, 
some  time  after  he  left  the  army,  he  applied  at  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accolints  fi>r  h»  batf-psy. 
when  he  was  informed  that  Colonel  Lee  had  com- 
muted it,  and  that,  consequently,  he  was  not  entitlad 
to  it,  and  that  he  must  take  a  certificate  of  five  ysei*' 
AUl  pay  hi  lieu  thereof.  He  denied  Ccdmd  Lars  a«- 
thonty  to  commnte  fbr  him,  and  aUeges  that  ha  nevsr 
did  oommute.  He,  however,  admlta  that,  belnt  i"" 
debted  and  hard  piessed  At  money,  and  IndiBf  Ihst 
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he  esold  not  obtain  a  MttlonMit  of  hu  a«eo«iit  fbr 
half-pay,  he  did,  nnder  tfiiw  circamatancM  of  nM««- 
mtf,  «ec«pt  a  certificate  fer  fire  joars*  fall  pay,  pro- 
te^g,  at  the  same  time,  agaioat  its  legau^.  He 
al«o  admita  that  he  rBceired  from  Congress  a  warrant 
fbr  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  states  that  he 
was  cnnpelled  to  part  with  both  his  oerUficate  and 
wtmnt  for  wir  smaB  nuna.  He  prays  that  Con- 
gresa  wUI  now  allow  lam  his  hattpay  fbr  HA,  dednet- 
ing  therefrom  the  anonnl  of , die  eertifieate  which  he 
reeeived. 

The  eommiltee  would  be  gratified  if  they  could, 
conaiatmtty  with  do^,  recomneBd  the  relief  pt^ed 
for ;  bat  they  feel  that  it  would  be  both  contrary  to 
law  aind  to  poliey.  The  case  is  baned  by  the  statute 
cf  limitations,  eren  if  it  hadnerer  been  settled;  itw 
alao,  according  to  legal  CMStnielien,  bured  hj  the 
act  of  the  petitioner  himaalfl  The  effftptinoe  m  the 
eertifieate  fbr  fire  yean*  foil  vkj  diecharged  the-oU^ 
gation  of  the  Goremment  to  him.  He»  howerer* 
peale  to  the  magnanimity  and  liberdi^  of  Ooagresi, 
and  urges  that  the  paymenta,  which  were  made  in 
depredated  paper,  ongbt  not  to  be  considered  as  a  fal* 
filment  of  the  promise  made  by  the  old  Congress  in 
tlietr  resolTe  of  the  SSd  of  March,  1783 ;  but  in  this 
tba  eommittee  are  of  a  difieient  opimon.  The  cer- 
tificate wan  audi  aa  CongreMhad  promised;  itwaa 
such  as  tlie  other  public  credilow  teceircd;  it  was  alt 
Ae  Ooreraraent  could  give ;  and,  howerer  much  it  is 
to  be  regretted  tliat  the  puUic  securitiea  of  that  time 
snfiered  a  depredatiou,  yet  llie  petitioner  ie  not  more 
entitled  to  indemnity  fat  that  dtqmciation  then  the 
number  of  other  pwsoos  wbo  reeeiwl  Government 
■eeoritisa.  His  eaae  is  not  di&rent  fnm  thurs,  and. 
(henfue,  {HoVee  the  impi^cj  of  any  measoie  whudi 
4«11,  nt  this  lata  petM,  ittaBipt  awn  iadaiBiiity. 

Be  alliides  to  du  acts  of  amne  of  the  Statea,  by 
niieh  tht  depredation  of  thdz  pay  was  made  up  to 
lha  officers  and  soldiers,  and  gnnta  of  land  giren 
tbena,  and,  therefore,  thinks  Us  daim  on  Congress  is 
strengthened.  These  the  committee  snppose  were 
acta  of  justice  or  generosity  on  the  part  of  such  States,  ^ 
and  are  certainly  highly  honorable  to  them  ;  but  nei- 
ther the  generoet^  nor  justice  of  any  State  can  tm* 
poee  an  obligiUion  on  Congress.  CoDgroM  has  fill-: 
fUled  its  f ronusea  to  tlie  petitioner;  and  if  he  basany 
daim,  it  u  not  here,  bnt  on  that  QoTenuneot  whjdi, 
firom  past  expeiienee,  will  be  ready  to  reward  his 
naerits.  They,  thenfbie,  ftel  bound  to  deoide  agaiBst 
hie  eJaim,  but,  willing  not  to  prejudice  it,  reeOBunattd 
lha  adoption  of  the  Ibllowii^  sesohiliM: 

Bfwfcwf,  That  tfaa  palHiawai  faava  leam  to  wili^ 
dbmr  Ui  palitioii. 

OOMHERCE  WITH  ORBAT  BRITAIN. 

The  bill  fnm  the  Sante  eoDeerni>g  the  C«n>. 
vratioB  between  the  Doited  8t«tee  and  GrcBt 
BriisiD,  niified  on  the  S8d  day  of  December  kat,: 
was  taken  op,  and  raid  the  fine  lime. 

The  qoestiOD  being  stated,  **  Shell  the  bill  he 
read  a  second  time 

Mr.  FoaavTB  briefly  stated  tbe  grounds  of  bis 
boetilitj  to  the  bill.  He  eoosidered  it  «a  an  at- 
teoapl  on  tbe  part  of  the  Seaate  to  erade  the  qoes- 
tnn  now  beforethe  Hoase.  BTasion,  he  said,  was 
sometimes  said  to  be  admissible  in  diplomacy, 
when  dangerous  or  diffionlt  questions  were  pre- 
sented for  eoBsideratioA  {  but  it  was  never  proper 
in  legislation.  The  hill  btfora  the  Howe,  hesiid, 
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was,  moreover,  not  an  act  to  repeal  oertaio  acts 
or  parts  of  acts,  bat  a  mere  declaration  that  the 
laws  which  contrarene  the  Treaty  are  of  no  ef- 
fect; it  was  in  effect  a  declaratioo  tbataconven- 
tioo  between  this  country  and  a  foreign  country 
does  ion  facto  repeal  tbe  laws  of  the  land.  He 
tbereiore  moTed  that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

Tbe  questioD  being  stated  from  the  Chair: 

Shall  tbe  bitl  be  rejected  V 

Mr.  Stanford  expressed  his  dissent  to  ibis  pro- 

Sisition,  and  his  imfvession  that  tbe  bill  from  tbe 
enate  was  in  effect  the  same  as  tbe  bill  now  be- 
fore this  House.  Tbe  fifth  section  of  tbe  Utter 
bill  was  in  nearly  tbe  same  terms  as  tbe  bill  from 
the  Senate.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to  a  rejec- 
tion of  tbe  bill,  and  moTcd  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

bfr.  FoBSTTB  hoped  the  motion  to  lay  tbe  bitl 
on  the  table  would  not  prevail.  There  was  none 
of  that  similarity  between  tbe  two  bills  which 
was  supposed  by  the  gentleqaan  from  Nm-tb  Car- 
olina. The  bill  from  the  Senate  propoMd  a  de- 
claration by  Congress  merely  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  Treaty  on  exisiiiiff  statutes;  wbilst  the  bill 
under  debate  tn  this  House  proposed  by  law  to 
repeal  those  statutes.  Mr.F.  wished  to  throw  on 
the  Senate,  instead  of  takiitg  upon  tbe  memben 
of  this  House,  tbe  responsibiTity  of  retjecting  the 
bill  of  this  House,  &c. 

Tbe  question  to  lay  tbe  bill  on  tbe  table  was 
decided  lo  the  negative,  70  to  62. 

Mr.  QoLD  opposed  tbe  proposition  to  reject  the 
bill,  and  could  not  conceive  tbe  grounds  on  which 
tbe  charge  of  erasioo  against  the  Senate  could  be 
sustained.  Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  being  deoo- 
rous  in  its  form,  did  it  contemplate  a  proper  and 
legitimate  end?  It  did,  be  said, and  theieforeez- 
eluded  the  grounds  of  uie  imputation  thrown  en 
the  Senate  by  the  gentleman  from  Qeorgta.  Stich 
an  imputation  ouj^ht  not  to  stand  on  sligbtgronnd. 
It  touched  considerations  of  eourteey,  deeomm, 
and  harmony,  between  different  parts  of  ibeGoT- 
ernment.  When  they  were  once  trespassed  on, 
no  one  could  safely  say  where  the  controversy 
woold  end.  If  tbe  bill  froof  tbe  Senate  contained 
anything  improper  or  disrespectful  to  this  House, 
the  course  now  proposed  might  be  proper ;  but 
the  motion  was  astrong  one,  and  went  to  preclude 
the  eoosideration  and  amendment  of  tbe  bill, 
should  it  require  it,  and,  in  bis  opinion,  would 
hardly  comport  with  tbe  re^et  due  from  one 
House  to  tbe  other. 

Mr.  PioKBaiNo  said,  he  had  voted  against  the 
bill's  lyingf  on  the  table,  and  he  should  vote  for 
the  rejeeuoo ;  and  yet  he  preferred  it  to  tbe  bill 
now  before  the  House.  He  should  vow  for  the 
tcgcetioaof  the  bill,  he  said,  because  heeonccived 
it  not  necessary  for  tbe  exeentton  of  tbe  Treatf. 
He  preferred  it  greatly  to  tbe  other  bUl^  beaaose, 
beii^  only  declaratory  of  tbe  Treaty,  it  was  an 
Emission  that  tbe  Treaty  was  valid,  and  could 
be  carried  into  effect  without  tbe  intervention  of 
this  House.  He  was  in  favor  of  rejecting  the  bill, 
however,  for  another  reason  than  that  it  was  un- 
necessary; not  because  be  did  not  feel  towards 
tbe  Senate  all  the  respect  due  to  them ;  but  that 
he  hopsdi  if  the  bill  were  rejected,  the  Senate 
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would,  without  hesitation,  reject  the  bill  of  this 
House,  ts  an  interference  with  their  exclusire 
power  to  malte  treaties. 

Mr.  Root  said,  he  did  not  see  in  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  any  disposition  to  evade  the  great 
question  lateljr  under  debate  in  this  House  j  but 
he  did  discover  a  direct  determination  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  debate — a  declaration,  that  a  treaty 
II  capable  of  aoouUing  our  statute  laws.  It  is  a 
declaratory  act  througliout,  in  its  terms  as  well  as 
in  effect:  the  bill  runs,  "Beit  enacted  and  de- 
'  clared,"  dbe.  The  Senate  by  their  bill  had,  he 
said,  declared,  that  a  treaty,  after  being  ratified, 
and  its  ratifications  exchanged,  does  repeal  the 
statute  laws  of  the  country.  The  body  which 
had  ratified  the  Treaty  bad  pronounced  that  their 
act  was  paramount  to  alt  existing  laws ;  this,  Mr. 
R.  said,  was  contraiy  to  his  opinion,  and  he  should 
therefore  vote  for  the  rejection  of  their  bill. 

Mr.  RoBBBTSON  «rished  to  have  a^ain  tried 
the  queetiOB  of  laying  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on 
the  table,  but  the  Speaker  decided  such  a  motion 
not  now  to  be  in  order.   Mr.  R.  then  remarked, 
that  this  was  a  qtiestioo  of  much  importance,  and 
he  hoped  no  passion  would  intermingle  in  itsdis 
cussion,  or  influence  the  decision  of  it,  which 
whatever  it  might  be,  ought  to  be  the  result  of 
cool,  deliberate  consideratioo.   He  did  not  con- 
sider the  act  of  the  Senate,  in  sending  this  bill  to 
the  House,  as  indecorous,  but  as  a  proper  ezer* 
cise  of  their  powers.   However,  it  again  brought 
up  the  whole  question,  and,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  he  would  concisely  examine  it.  I 
waa  delighted,  said  Mr.  R.,  with  the  eloqaenee  oif 
the  geotleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Pinkhet.) 
I  was  pleased  with  his  lucid  and  fair  manner  of 
meeting  the  question,  but  I  was  shocked  with  his 
principles.   1  never  did  hear,  I  never  did  expect 
to  hear,  within  these  walls,  principles  so  danger- 
ous as  those  to  which  the  gentleman  has  boldly, 
I  was  about  to  say  daringly,  given  utterance. 
The  treaty-making  power,  according  to  his  doc- 
trine, is  without  limit;  it  is  without  restraint; 
prostrates  before  it  all  the  rights  of  this  House, 
and  tramples  under  foot  opinions  heretofore  held 
sacred.   Whatever  treaty,  of  whatever  kind,  fall 
within  the  powers  of  aiiy  civilized  Government, 
it  is  competent  to  oor  President  and  Senate  to 
form;  if  the  instrument  be  in  itself  complete,  if 
it  merely  annul  and  abrogate  taws,  this  House 
CBDoot  interfere;  thus  the  whole  of  oar  atatntes, 
the  entire  code  of  onr  laws,  lies  at  their  mercy, 
and  may,  with  the  aid  of  any  foreign  sovereign 
who  wfll  unite  in  the  scheme,  be  forever  annihi- 
lated.  Such  is  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland.  Whence  does  it  spring ;  how 
has  it  been  supported  t  Let  us  probe  it  to  the 
bottom — let  us  examine  it  with  deliberatiou. 
Where  is  the  legislative  power  in  this  Govern- 
ment vested  by  the  Constitution  1   This  is  the 
sole  and  simple  question ;  if  it  be  not  the  only 
point  in  controversy,  then  my  lips  are  closed — 1 
nave  nothing  more  to  say.   If  the  President  and 
Senate  can  make  treaties,  without  repealing  ex- 
isting laws  or  making  new  ones,  why  let  them  do 
so— let  them  treat,  and  treat,  and  treat ;  they  will 


not  alarm  my  fears ;  I  shall  feel  >o  eoneero.  There 
may  be,  for  anything  I  know  to  the  contrary, 
many  treaties  which  do  not  necessarily  iaclude 
legislation ;  there  are  treaties  of  alliance,  triple 
and  quadruple,  treaties  of  neutrality,  partition, 
family  compacts,  dtc.}  give  them  up  these*,  on 
these,  and  such  as  these,  they  may  exercise  ^heir 
treaty-making  power.  But  let  them  not  legislate. 
There  are  bounds  to  thisaoihoriiy,as  claimed  for 
them.  The  legislatiod  of  Congress  is  defined  and 
limited  by  the  Constitution,  but  treaty  legislatioo 
has  no  bounds.  The  President  and  Senate,  with 
the  aid  of  a  few  commissioners  and  a  foreign  sov- 
ereign, an  Bmperor  or  a  King  of  France,  a  Lord 
Castlereaj^,  Or  any  other  despot,  may  govern  tlus 
people  without  check,  or  control,  or  responsibility. 
They  may— the  gentleman  from  Maryland  savs 
they  can.  They  can  legislate,  although  all  legis- 
lative power  is  vested  in  Congress,  consisting  of 
a  House  of  Represeotatives,  Senate,  and  Presi- 
dent, They  mar  regulate  commerce,  although 
the  right  to  regulate  commerce  is  given  to  Ccm- 
gress;  they  may  draw  money  from  the  Treasury 
by  law,  for  a  treaty  is  a  law.  Look  to  the  gene- 
ral powers  of  Congress ;  look  to  the  specified }  look 
to  the  limitations  imjiosed  upon  that  body ;  leave 
out  this  House,  substitute  a  foreign  Government! 
their  general  powers  are  usurped;  their  specified 

flowers  taken  from  them ;  the  limitations  imposed 
or  the  good  of  the  people  utterly  disregarded. 
The  President  and  Senate— let  them  not.  legia* 
late ;  it  is  the  proudest,  it  is  the  only  prerogative 
of  repablieanism.  Legislation  and  repreaenutton 
in  free  Goreramenta  go  hand  in  hand.  They  nte 
not  represeotatives— they  are  not  responsible. 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  thejr  are 
more  responsible  ^han  members  of  this  Hoase. 
How  stands  the  fact?   The  President  is  elected 
for  four  years,  the  members  of  this  House  for 
two;  but  as,  under  the  practice  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, tbe  Chief  Bxecntive  Magistrate  serves  bat 
two  terms,  the  last  is  without  a  shadow  of  respon- 
sibility; he  does  not  present  himself  at  tbe  bar  of 
tlie  public,  to  receive  sentence  of  approval  or  con- 
demnation.  But  the  President  is  liable  to  im- 
peachment. Indeed  1  impeachment  7  Yes,  to  be 
tried  by  that  very  body  who  advised  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  instrument;  to  be  tried  by  his  accom- 
plices I  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  if  he 
would  make  himself  laughed  at  by  every  man, 
woman,  and  ebUd  in  the  community,  by  bringing 
about  so  ftitile  and  farcical  an  exhibition  ?  We 
see,then;the  lesponsibility  of  the  Prestdeot ;  let 
us  examine  that  of  his  compeers.  The  Senntots 
are  appointed  for  six  years;  not  by  the  peopl^  bat 
by  some  dozens  of  individuals  who  form  the  State 
Legislatures;  they  are  not  impeachable,  if  that 
were  io  this  case  of  any  importance,  neither  are 
they  amenable  to  censure,  because  they  transact 
their  Executive  business  with  closed  doors;  they 
actio  private.  No  one  knows  bow  any  Senator 
votes,  be  is  the  sole  depositary  of  his  own  secret 
— be  votes  and  speaks  as  his  caprice,  his  interests, 
or  bis  judgment  dictates — be  fears  no  punishment, 
for  his  course  is  hidden ;  his  Bxecutire  powers 
are  nerted  in  oonelare— mark  the  word,  f^xecai- 
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ttM  poirer»— woald  it  be  belleTcd,  that  in  the 
Uoiled  States  of  America  Jam  wm  repealed  and 

I  enacted  in  the  exercise  of  BzeeotiTe  basiness? 
Why,  what  an  anomaly  is  this  Ezecntive-legis- 
Ittire  managemeot! 

The  genUeman  from  Maryland  goes  the  fotl 
length.  If  the  treaty  merely  repeals  laws,  if  it 
require  not  the  aid  of  this  House,  the  iostrument 
is  eomplete— the  deed  is  done ;  but  if,  and  accord- 
ing to  nis  doetrioe  it  can  neVer  happen,  it  requires 
some  act  of  ours ;  then  we  bare'  no  discretion,  we 
rcceifc  orders  and  must  obey,  if,  aAcr  the  stabs 
indicted  on  this  body,  animation  attll  exist.  The 

j  genilcnaa  tells  you  to  raise  yoor  suieidal  arm  and 
perpetrate  self-murder!  worse,  your  parrieidal 
arm,  and  plunsc  ^  dagger  in  tne  bo^m  of  your 
country,  tor  the  Republic  no  more  snrTlresl  It 
eoDtains  not  one  single  feature  to  distinguish  it 
irom  the  despoUsms  n[  Europe.  If  this  doctrine 
prevail,  and  thai  equally  abominaUe  principle 
which  authorizes  the  judges  to  declare  the  little 
remoaoi  of  your  legislaiioa  null  and  roid,  be* 
cause,  io  ibeir  opinion,  unconstitutioaally  exer- 
cised }  hemmed  in  thus  hy  the  Execotire  and  the 
Jadieiary,  there  is  no  further  use  for  this  assem- 
bly. If  the  Legislature,  the  pre-eminent  authority 
iaall  free  GoTernments,  be  thus  blocked  up,  thus 
cireomTented,  and  that,  too,  by  cimiparatiTely  io- 
HfniAeant  departments— departments  inferior,  su- 
bordinate, ministerial,  then  I  hare  no  hesitation 
is  layiog,  that  I  should  not  regret  the  flames  that 
bitted  around  that  once  splendid  edifice  now  in 
fiew,.  nor  that  a  simitar  fote  should  befidi  this 
kamble  building  in  which  we  this  day  are  met ; 
Sat  one,  1  would  not  disgrace  myself  by  holding 
sirat  in  this  degraded  and  miserable  body. 

The  gentleman  from  Bfaryland  contends,  that 
whatever  treaty  may  be  made  by  any  Power  on 
earth  may  be  made  by  our  President  and  Senate ; 
that  when  made  it  becomes  the  law  of  the  land ; 
that  in  this  respect  their  power  is  universal  and 
nnUmiied.   In  what  respect?  In  making  treaties 
which  are  the  laws  of  the  land  :  in  other  words, 
that  the  President  and  Senate  can  make  laws  of 
the  laod  on  all  subjects,  and  that,  too,  without 
limiiation.    Surely  nothing  more  is  necessary 
than  to  state  such  doctrines  to  make  them  uni- 
versalljr  abhorred.  But  to  deny  their  troth,  is, 
according  to  the  gentleman,  to  j^oduee  the  most 
extravagant  anomaly  imaginable  in  the  Constita- 
lion.  la  it  not  rendering  the  Conetitiition  of  the 
United*  States  a  more  extravagant  anomaly  to 
strip  the  liegislature  of  the  right  to  lupslate,  and 
transfer  the  law-making  power  to  the  Executive? 
If  one  must  yield;  if  the  President  and  Senate 
mmt  be  retrenched  in  their  treats-making  power, 
or  Congress  deprived  of  the  right  to  ^islate, 
then  is  there  no  room  for  faesiiatioo.  Difficulties 
in  regard  to  intercourse  with  foreign  Oovern- 
meots  can  only  embroil  us  with  them;  but  au 
interference  with  the  rights  and  duties  of  Con* 
gress  prostrates  the  only  oarrier  between  the  peo- 
jie  and  despotism,  and  embroils  them  with  each 
other.  Let  us  preserve  tbe  Union,  the  Constitu- 
tion, principles  of  Tepublicanism^  and  the  priv- 
O^Eta  of  this  House;  kt  ns  guard  against  the  in- 
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troduetion  of  slavish  and  European  notions  of  Ex> 
eeutive  supremacy,  and  we  have  nothiiiff  to  fear 
from  tbe  hostility  of  a  world  in  arms.  But  who 
are  they  whom  we  behold  in  array,  supporting' 
the  extravagant  pretensions  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States?  What  a  biogular  phenomenon 
they  exhibit :  we  find  them  ranged  against  the 
body  of  which  they  form  a  part;  we  find  ibem 
voloDiaril^  surrendering  up  the  essential  princi- 
ple of  their  existence^  and  ihat,  too,  in  favor  of  a 
jealous  and  a  rival  department;  while  the  Ex- 
ecutive Magistrate,  in  all  Qovernmeots  suffici- 
ently disposed  to  claim  the  full  measnre  of  bis 

Ererogative,  himself  admits  the  power  properly  to 
elong  to  those  by  whom  it  is  thus  so  unaccount- 
ably abandoned.  I  assert,'  that  the  President  of 
tbe  United  Slates  does  not  believe,  with  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  that  a  treaty  can  repeal 
or  enact  a  law,  and  I  proceed  now  to  prove  it. 
In  a  letter  dated  July  27, 1813,  from  Mr.  Monroe, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Russell,  we  flna 
the  following  remarks:  "As  an  inducement  to 

*  the  British  Governmeai  to  discontinue  tbe  prae- 
'  tice  of  impressment  from  our  vessels,  hy  which 

*  alone  our  seamen  can  be  made  secure,  yon  are 
'  authorized  to  stipulate  a  prohibition,  by  law,  to 
'  be  reciprocal,  of  the  employment  of  British  sea- 
'  men  in  the  public  or  commercial  service  of  the 
'  United  States.  Astipulation  to  prohibit  by  law 
'  tbe  employment  of  British  seamen  in  the  ser- 
'  viae  of  the  United  States,  is  to  be  understood  in 
'  tbe  sense  and  spirit  of  our  Constiintioa.  The 
'  passage  of  such  a  law  must  depend  of  conne  on 

*  Congren,  who  it  might  reasonably  be  presumed 
'  woQid  give  efiect  to  ft."  Can  langnage  be  more 
explicit;  the  renunciation  of  the  power  ascribed 
to  the  Executive  more  full?  Compare  it  with 
the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland? 
According  to  him  tbe  treaty  might  have  itself  re- 
pealed, instead  of  stipuktiog  that  Congress  should 
repeal  the  law  in  question.  There  are  many  . 
other  instances  of  a  similar  kind;  bat  one,  as 
clear  and  complete  as  tbe  present,  Is  of  as  much 
value  as  one  thousand.  Let  it  be  observed,  too. 
that  this  is  not  strictly  a  commercial  afiair;  and 
how^  if  it  were  not  competent  to  the  treaty- 
making  power  to  act  independently  of  Congress  tn 
this  case,  shall  it  be  contended  it  can  act  inde- 
pendently of  that  body,  in  commercial  question^ 
notwithstanding  the  Constittttion  gives  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  regulate  commerce?  The 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman,  properly  understood, 
amounts  to  what  I  have  already  stated-^n  excla> 
sive  right  in  the  President  and  Senate  to  l^is* 
late  for  this  nation  in  all  cases;  it  is  neitner 
more  nor  less,  nor  can  ingenuitv  give  to  it  any 
other  meaning.  And  why  should  this  enormous 
this  oTerwheTmiog  power  be  yielded?  Cannot 
the  provision  of  any  treaty  be  declared  by  law? 
Will  not  reciprocal  legislation  between  independ- 
ent nations  supply  the  place  of  treaties?  Might 
not  a  law  conuin  all  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
vention which  has  given  rise  to  this  debate? 
Might  it  not,  do  I  say  ?  Look  at  tbe  law  passed 
at  the  last  session  by  tbe  proper  authority,  it  is 
merely  re-echoed  by  this  treaty ;  a  law  of  tbe 
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Brfitiih  OoTernneot  maetiBf  that  of  «an.  wocdd 
have  answered  preeiselr  ibe  pvrpoaes  of  toeir  in- 
slrament ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  all  trea- 
ties. Whf,  if  Congress  caanot  regalate  eom- 
meree,  was  the  power  ffirea  ?  Why  acted  upoo  1 
Wbv  tbe  act  to  whic^  I  itare  referred?  The 
conduct  of  ibis  Hoase  may  be  aoconoted  for  easily 
enou^.  We  deem  the  eabjeet  {daced  to  part 
nader  onr  control ;  bat  why  did  tbe  Senate  legis- 
late? Why  did  they  origioate  tbe  act?  Did  thev 
thn  think  that  commerce  could  not  be  regulated 
Init  by  tbe  three  braacbesi  Was  the  act  ao  Dsnr* 
palion  of  the  treaty-makinff  power?  It  com- 
nMDced  with  themaelrea.  Was  it  saperflaoos,  or 
insaffieient?  Surely  tkit  body  will  inake  no  snob 
admisaion. 

The  Hooee  of  RefweaentattTes  eootendv  for  no 
exclusive  authority;  it  contends  for  such  a  par- 
UctpatioD  in  the  Goreroment  as  is  assigned  to  it 
by  tbe  Ceottitotion.  Treaties  may  be  made  far 
legislation ;  but  legislation  must  not  exist  throvgn 
ireatics.  Tbe  right  which  we  assert  cannot  be 
produciire  of  irremediable  incoBvenience.  The 
power  contended  for  by  the  Senate,  and  their  ad- 
Tocates,  snbrerts  the  rery  foundation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment— totally  cbaDzes  its  character,  and  estab- 
lishes rank  and  unqualified  despotism. 

The  debate  now  took  the  general  form  of  that 
which  had  occupied  tbe  House  fw  aeveral  days. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  whieh  originated  in  this 
Houae  was  aneeeenTely  advocated  oy  Mr.  Roa- 
MTSOM,  Mr.  Roes,  and  Mr.  SBUPa,  in  speeches 
of  eonsiderable  length  and  attength  of  argnraeot ; 
ud  the  other  aide  of  tbe  4|aesiion  was  in  like 
manner  sustained  bv  Mr.  Wbiobt. 

llr.  WniSHT  tpoke  as  follows:  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
Boat  beg  tbe  indolgence  of  the  House,  while  I 
deliver  my  opinion  on  tbe  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration ;  not,  sir,  because  of  the  effect  of  the 
bill — for  it  efibcts  nothing  but  the  affectation  of 
oontinuing  a  treaty  already  .proclaimed  the  sa- 

Sreme  law  of  the  land— but  becaose  I  feel  it  my 
uy  to  endeavor  to  keep  tbe  reqwctive  depart- 
aoeoiii  of  the  Ooverument  within  the  limiu  pre- 
scribed to  them  by  the  Constitution;  nor  could  I 
anOisr  even  ny  own  impreaadons  of  expediency, 
noeb  leas  that  of  otfaera.  to  opetate  on  ny  raiad 
ia  tbe  consideration  ^  a  Conatiiutional  qucation. 
Sir,  we  are  not  sitting  to  frames  but  to  exec  ate 
tbe  iutnunent,  agreeably  lo  the  live  intent  ud 
■Kuniag  of  the  framera  of  it,  br  which  twtf 
bnorable  man  must  feel  bimaslf  bound  as  io  the 
eoBstruction  of  any  other  eonnaet. 

Sir,  Ibis  ConstitntioD  oust  be  conaidered,  as  it 
was  made,  a  compact  among  tbe  several  flftatcs, 
and  its  various  provisions,  as  ibey  may  operate  in 
Avor  of  the  larger  or  smaller  States,  aa  mutual 
eoncessioDs  and  compromises,  for  the  vast  advan- 
tages gained  hf  the  whole  United  Sutes  by  their 
confedemtion  in  one  Goveromeat. 

It  is  ao  iostrument  that  has  passed  the  Rubicon, 
and  been  ordealed  by  the  serupnlons  investiga- 
tion of  its  merits  in  toe  convenuoo  of  the  States 
*bat  ratified  it ;  and,  sir,  could  I  believe  In  politi- 
w  inspiration,  I  should  readily  ascribe  ita  per- 
feetiona  to  that  inflnenoe.  By  tbe  second  aniele 


seecwd  section  of  the  Coastitution,  "  tbe  Pmi> 
'  dent  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  adviea| 
'  and  conseat  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  pro* 
'  vided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  con*' 
'  cur,"  aud  be  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  witbj 
Che  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  af^iac; 
AmboBaadors,  ^k.  By  virtue  of  this  power,  tba  i 
Presideot.  by  and  with  tbe  advice  and  consent  of 
tbe  Senate,  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  ptcseal 
concurriof;,  made  and  ratified  this  treaty  betwcea 
Great  Bntain  and  tbe  Uoited  States,  and  thai 
President  baa  canaed  tbe  sane  to  be  promulgated ; 
by  proclamation :  after  wbieh,  it  ia  now  propoael ' 
to  be  confirmed  by  tbe  bill  under  eoostderatioe. ' 
And  it  is  contended  bycentlmen  on  thisflooi^ 
that,  as  by  tbe  first  artiol^  eighth  section,  it  n 
provided,  "  that  Coogreas  shall  have  power  M 
regulate  eommeroe  with  fore^  nations,  aad 
among  the  sCTeral  States,  "nod  with  the  Indiaa 
tribes;"  that,  therefore,  tbey  bare  a  coDtroUiag 
power  over  any  treaty  relating  to  commerce  win 
foreign  nations. 

Sir,  the  treaty-making  power  is  a  sovereiga 
power:  in  Europe  their  Kings  enjoy  ft  without 
control ;  here  it  ia  vested  in  tbe  President  and 
Senate.  The  Soiate  represented  the  siovercignty 
of  tbe  States}  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
like  all  sovereign  tics,  are  equal,  and,  of  eoorsa, 
correctly  equally  represent.  Tbe  renowned 
Emperor  of  Rnana  poaaesses  no  mater  degree  of 
aovereignty  over  bia  vast  extended  empire,  than 
the  ruler  of  tbe  moat  petty  Pover  of  Europe  over 
bia  domioioBs.  This  equality  of  power  in  the 
States  in  tbe  Senate,  was  intended  to  secure  the 
sovereign  rights  of  the  smaller  Sutes  from  Ibc 
oppression  of  the  larger,  and  was  oat  of  the  eom- 
promiaea  before  alliMea  to ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
tbe  vole  on  thia  question  will  test  the  necessity  of 
provisien,  aiHl  tbe  justness  of  tbe  jealousy  of  the 
snuU  States,  and  the  propriety  o(  guardiog  them, 
in  tbe  Senate,  fVom  tbe  overwhelming  power  o( 
tbe  Iftrge  States  on  this  floor,  where  four  States 
can  control  the  Untoo.  and  who  are  now  endea- 
voring to  invest  themselves  vrith  a  concanrent 
power  with  the  Senate  in  tbe  formation  of  com- 
mercial treaties. 

Sir,  while  I  shall  advocate  tbe  exclusive  power 
of  the  President  and  Seuate  to  make  oommer- 
eial  treaties  in  aanner  and  fetnit  aa  tboy  ban 
Ibis  ease  ueraisad  it^  I  nball  not  d«if  la  Gon- 
grasa  tbe  power  to  rMuhtfe  eemaieree  with  fn* 
eign  nations,  among  the  several  Sute^  and  with 
tba  Indian  tribes.  The  treatywmaking  power  re* 
lataa  to  tntemational  anbjeots.  Treaties  areeom- 

! tacts  between  Soverein  and  Sovereign,  relying 
or  their  execution  on  tnc  good  faith  of  the  con- 
tracting Powers.  Laws  arc  rales  of  conduct 
prescribed  by  the  legislative  power  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  citizen— are  national  acts,  to  be 
enforced  by  pains  and  penalties,  and  executed  by 
muaieipal  authority.  The  treaty-making  power 
then  necessarily  relates  to  tbe  interest  of  two 
Powers,  and'  must  relate  to  iatematiooal  subjects. 
The  legislative  power  can  relate  only  to  subjects 
national  and  mnnicipal,  and  be  executed  by  tbe 
officers  of  tbe  GwerMtteni,  whose  jurisdictiaB 
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isbouidcd  by  all  tbe  United  Stales;  b«iiee  re- 
sulis  ike  im practicability  of  legislatinr  interiia* 
tioaaUy,  or  of  treating  Datiooally.  No  oatioa 
cao  treat  with  itaelf,  or  lefisUte  for  another  na- 
tioD.  CoDffrets  caoaot  appoint  Mioiatera  to  treat, 
nor  can  sbe  treat  as  a  CoogreaB ;  bat  Congreiw 
can  and  mast  reyuiite  commerce,  by  fixiog  tbe 
uriff  of  impost!,  the  rate  of  tonnage,  and  the 
alU>wuoe  for  drawbaaks.  Thia  tbejr  nan  done, 
and  tUt  they  alone  have  the  power  of  doing. 
The  treaiy^taaking  power  have  the  right,  by 
trniy,  lo  Mipolate  with  a  forego  Pomr,  that 
the  aune  rwalationB  of  impost  and  tonoage,  and 
of  drairbaeia,  which  Gongress  have  or  may  im- 
pose on  ships  and  goods,  the  property  of  the  oit- 
neu  of  the  United  States,  eoAing  into  oar 
ports,  sbotdd  be  imposed  on  the  ships  and  goods 
of  tbe  sabjects  of  Qreat  Britaio,  if  they  shall 
enter  tbe  ports  of  tbe  United  States,  provided 
they  will  make  tbe  like  stipnUtioos  in  favor  of 
OTU  ships  and  goods,  entering  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain.  If  there  be  no  oemmercial  treaty  with 
tbe  Foirer,  whose  sbips  and  goods  shall  enter  tbe 
ports  of  tbe  United  States,  tbe  regolatioos  of 
unposts  and  tonnage,  made  by  Coogress,  must  be 
tke  mle  by  which  such  ships  and  goods  must  be 

Sirmed,  and  be  collected  by  the  officers  of  the 
nited  States,  appointed  for  that  purpose.  Bau 
\  if  a  compact,  international,  is  made,  giving  to 
i  etch  olfaer  the  right  to  import  into  the  port*  of 
eieh  other,  upon  the  same  terms  that  their  own 
ibipsand  goods  eojoy,  and  that  compact  be  made 
hj  the  trcatJ^makiag  Power,  giving  a  reciprocal 
bncfit  to  the  coatracting  parties,  it  moat  be  ob- 
lintory,  or  there  can  be  do  power  lo  treat.  I 
if  the  treaty-making  power  agrees  with 
I  Qnat  Brttaio,<hat  the  same  impose  and  tonnage 
I  wWeh  Great  Britaia  imposes  on  ber  own  ships 
I  and  tonnage,  coming  within  the  ports  of  Oieat 
Britain,  smU  also  be  impoaed  on  the  ships  and 
goods  of  the  United  States,  eoteriog  British 
poru;  whether  that  treaty  is  not  binding  on  tbe 
uaUcd  Butes.  aad  whether  Congress  can,  by 
any  law.  interfere  with  saeh  eea4NM(,  aod  wfae- 
tlier  uen  intematioBal  att  was  ever  intended  to 
be  cowidcrcd  ■B  one  of  the  powers  of  Congress 
to  H|;aJaia  eommerce  with,  foreign  oMloas ;  aod 
canit  bf  that  the  treaiy*mi^08>pMnreaB  make 
Bach  eempaot  with  Boglaad,  cMirly  within  tbe 
ezclosive  tmty-making  power ;  and  not  he  ao- 
tkorised  to  give  the  like  privilege  to  British  shi|w 
ind  gooda,  as  the  remuneration  for  their  grant  >a 
ihe  treaty  to  ottr  ships  and  goods?  Can  ithc< 
that  the  framers  of  tbe  Oonstitatioa-  inleoded-  to 
aatborize  the  treaty-making  power  to  make  a 
compaot  with  a  foreign  Power,  for  commercial 
benefits,  and  resuain  the  treaty-makiag  power 
froB  remonerating  soeb  Power  for  stich  bene- 
fits9  1  iHeaome  not,  and  if  the  atipnlation  shall 
be,  that  the  same  exact  oommercjal  advaatages 
(ball  be  enjoyed  by  Great  Bntaia  in  Anwrka,  as 
Qreat  Britain  exteoda  to  Ameriea  in  Bngland, 
can  any  man  doabt  that  soeh  compaet  is  )ast. 
Oonstitntional,  aod  eoneluaive?  Can  it  be  that 
4h«  right  to  stipnUite  what  tbooU  be  the  intei- 
natiosartcfalaliQa  of  iba  iasppats  mmI  tMuge 
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on  American  ships  and  goods,  in  Great  Britain, 
sbonld  be  given  to  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
tbe  right  to  fix  the  remuneration  sboald  be  given 
to  the  legislative  power  f  I  preaome  no  man 
will  ascribe  to  tbe  framers  of  that  inairument 
so  improbable  an  intention,  that  one  power  be 
intrusted  with  fixing  the  quid,  and  the  other 
power  with  fixing  the  fiu^sucb  a  distribution 
of  pown  wonld  ne  eontrary  to  all  manner  of 
experience.  I  eannot  eoneelve  that  any  hon- 
orable tun  ean  entertnin  soeh  opinions,  unless 
he  has  made  np  his  mind  ro  prostrate  the  treaty- 
making  power  at  the  shrine  of  the  Leglrininre. 
It  has  been  shown  that  the  treaty-making  power 
baa  been  expressly  given  to  tbe  President  and 
Senate,  and  it  will  be  found  in  that  profbond  and 
enltghieDcd  treatise  in  the  Constitntion,  TV 
Fk^TotiMt,  8d  vol.  p.  201, "  that  tbe  power  to 
'  make  treattes  is  an  important  one,  espeeially  as 
*  it  relates  to  war,  peace,  aad  commerce,  and  that 
■  it  is  expressljr  given  to  the  President,  by  and 
<  with  the  advice  aad  consent  of  the  Senate  j^' 
and.  in  3d  voL  p.  37S,  "  that  the  Honse  of  Hep- 
reeentatives  ongbt  to  hare  no  power  in  tbe  fop- 
mtiott  of  treaties."  Then  the  inatrnment  waa 
before  tbe  people,  and  Uien,  with  these  explaaa- 
tiooa  of  the  tiuent  of  the  instronent,  it  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  convention  of  the  States,  and  rati- 
fied nnderatandingty,  with  this  expositiaD,  pror> 
ins  affirmatively,  that  the  President  and  Senate 
had  the  power  to  make  ttaaties  and  negotiate; 
that  tbe  Hoase  of  Representatives  bad  nothing 
to  do  with  treaties.  Sir,  however  plausible  tbe 
arguments  of  gentlemen  contending  for  this 
legiriative  power  may  seem  to  be,  yet  1  trust, 
when  tbe  exposition  of  the  Constiiotioo,  whiehl 
have  tiod  tbe  honor  to  snbmit,  ootnes  to  beclear^ 
ly  coa^ercd,  aod  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
the  legislative  power,  duly  examined  and  com- 
pared, they  will  be  found  perfectly  consistent 
with  each  other,  and  each  to  revolve  on  its  own 
ConstUotfonal  axis,  aad  within  its  own  orbit, 
without  crossing  in  any  manner  the  orbit  of  the 
other. 

Yet,  sir,  notwithstanding  this  plain  expontiea 
of)  the  pown-s  to  legislate  and  to  treat,  aod  Iba 
dialioet  demarcation  of  their  Constitutional  lim- 
its, the  impiaoticabiKty  of  treating  on  legtalative 
sabjects,  or  of  Icffislating  on  the  subjeeta  of 
treaties,  we  are  called  on  by  the  honorabl*  gen- 
tleaan  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Sunra)  to  reeoUeet 
that  we  are  treading  on  hallowed  ground,  that 
we  bad  receady  taken  our  oath  to  preaerve  the 
Constitution,  which  the  exerciae  of  tbe  trestlT' 
making  power  by  the-  Prealdent  and  Seaate, 
without  the  conentrenee  of  Congress  will^  ia  bis 
jtidgment,  violate. 

Sir,  without  intending  in  aay  manner  to  ques- 
tion that  ttenotable  gentleman's  regard  to  that 
iDstnuaeut,  or  to  arraign  him  for  its  violattona, 
hat  only  to  reaeue  myself  from  his  unkind  impo- 
lalioo,  I  hope  X  shall  be  ezoused  ia  oiling  tbe 
opiniona  of  that  patriot  Oeasrat  WAsniiaTOii 
on  ibtt  snlrieet,  mo  presided  in  tbe  conven«ioa 
that  framed  the  inatnuMnS  and  witnessed  every 
aot  tahm  in  that  body  to  p«£eet  it,  aad  pvAeUy 
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understood  the  trna  inieal  and  meaBing  of  ererj 
proTiaioD  and  section  of  it.  He^  tir,  u  Presi- 
dent, baf  ing  sworn  to  pre8«rTe  this  Constitutioo, 
at  the  time  of  Jay's  memorable  treaty,  almost 
contemporaneously  with  the  making  of  the  Con- 
■titotioo,  and  when  the  subject  must  hare  been 
fresh  on  fai's  recollection,  expressly  refused  to  for- 
■ish  the  House  of  Representatives  with  the 
papers  developing  the  merits  of  that  treaty,  over 
which,  he  alleged,  they  had  no  control,  and  in 
which  tbey  had  no  Constitutional  agency;  whose 
opinion  ou  this  Contftitntional  question  [  quote 
with  as  perfect  confidence  of  its  eonatitutional- 
ity,  aa  I  should  quote  Coke  Littleton  in  a  coart 
of  common  Jaw  on  a  common  lawqnestion.  Yes, 
ur,  and  was  I  to  be  arraigned  even  in  Heaven,  on 
tha  charge  of  the  gentleman  from  Eeotncky  for 
riolating  this  invtrnmcnt,  was  it  admisaible  to 

ftrodoce  the  opinion  of  that  Tirtnous  and  en* 
ightened  statesman,  I  eoold  hare  no  doobt  that 
it  would  be  highly  respected  there,  where  I  con- 
fidently hope  bis  spirit  is  a  tainted  inhabitant. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rait- 
dolfb)  baa  expressed  great  surprise  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
should  have  said,  "  that  the  act  repealing  the 
treaty  with  France  was  a  judicial  act."  It  cer- 
trioly  was  a  judgment  entered  up  by  Congress 
against  France, "  that  she  bad  violated  that  treaty, 
and  that  thereby  the  United  States  were  absotveid 
and  discharged  from  alt  its  obligations."  It  re- 
nted to  a  foreign  Power^  was  international  in  its 
object,  and  not  legislatire  in  iu  character.  He 
repeatedly  aaked,  what?  a  "judicial  act"— a 
"jtidieial  aetl"  He  said  he  bad  never  before 
heard  that  act  called  a  judicial  act,  but  quaintly 
famarked  that  he  had  freqaently  heard  the  act 
declaring  the  late  war  said  to  be  not  a  "jadieioos 
act."  Of  that,  sir,  I  have  no  doobt,  ritbongh  the 
Tery  rumor  of  that  war  produced  the  repeat  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  war  itself  libera- 
ted all  our  impressed  seamen,  and  restored  thou- 
sands of  the  native  sons  of  America  to  the  bosom 
of  their  conntry  and  their  friends,  who,  by  im- 
pressment, had  been  long  laboring  under  the 
most  igoomioions  bondage.  Nor,  sir,  have  I  a 
doubt,  that  if  the  honorable  gentleman  will  trace 
the  gentry  whom  be  has  heard  making  that  de- 
claraiioD  back  to  the  war  of  onr  glorious  Revo- 
lution, he  will  find  many  of  them  or  their  pro- 
gcniiora  who  declared  even  that  war  not  a  judi- 
oions  act,  although  it  efiected  the  ea»neipaiion 
of  a  nation ;  and,  by  the  estaUiahment  of  the 
ruhu  of  man  on  the  true  basis,  the  soTereignty 
of  the  people,  wilt,  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped, 
effect  the  emanupation  of  a  world. 

The  same  gnitleman,  in  reply  to  my  honora* 
Ue  colleague,  (Mr.  Pihehbt,}  whan  apeaking  of 
the  security  the  power  of  impeachment  had 

f;iven,  that  the  Senate  should  not  corruptly  vio- 
ate  the  rights  and  interesu  of  the  nation,  when 
in  the  exercise  of  the  treaty -making  power,  treats 
the  power  of  impeachment  with  great  levity 
indeed;  that  it  had  been  tried  in  case  of  Mr. 
CuAaa  and  Mr.  Blodkt,  and  had  been  found 
wanting,  and  bad  convinoed  him  that  then  was 
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no  security  in  the  trial  by  iropeaebment,  and  of 
its  perfect  inotility. 

Sir,  I  bad  the  honor  of  being  a  Senator  at  that 
time,  and  although  I  was  one  of  the  judges,  who 
differed  in  opinion  with  my  associatea,  who  ac- 
quitted Mr.  Chase,  I  am,  in  justice  to  that  body, 
bound  to  declare,  that  it  was  the  most  dignifiM 
tribunal  I  had  ever  beheld,  although  a  conitant 
attendant  on  courts  of  justice  for  more  than 
tbirty  yean.  The  awful  solemnity  of  that  trial 
has  been  universally  admitted,  and  has  aoiuircd 
for  that  body  lasting  fame;  and  I  rery  atroagly 
incline  to  believe  that  although  Mr.  Chase  wai 
acquitted,  that  the  awfulness  of  that  trial  htt 
been  a  panacae  to  all  future  judicial  irregnlarities. 
Sir,  although  I  voted  on  aerml  of  the  articleiof 
impeachment  aninst  Mr.  Chase,  and  that  most 
eonaeientioneljr,  1  never  for  a  moment  doubted 
that  myjudieial  associates  who  voted  that  Mr. 
Chase  was  "  not  guilty,**  were  as  much  nader 
the  inflaence  of  a  pure  conscience  as  myself^ 
nor  was  I  for  a  moment  dissatisfied  with  my 
honorable  associates  who  acquitted  him.  And  I 
bad  always  supposed  that  after  Mr.  Chase  had 
been  declared  by  that  tribunal,  on  so  full  and 
fair'a  trial,  "  not  guilty,"  that  that  record  would 
imply  the  absolute  verity  of  his  innocencOj  and 
that  all  disinterested  men  would  feel  a  gratifica- 
tion that  Mr.  Chase,  who  bad  been  appointed  to 
that  high  office  by  a  Washington,  to  which  his 
legal  talents  had  so  pre-eminently  entitled  him, 
had  beeu  acq  a  itted,  particularly  when  tbey  ree- 
olleeied  that  Mr.  Chase  had  been  one  m  tbe 
most  distinguished  patriots  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
and  myselfj  in  that  trial,  acted  differeai  paru;  I, 
that  of  a  judge  who,  with  my  associates,  was 
bound  to  decide  the  question  on  the  evidence  in 
the  case,  agreeably  to  tbe  rules  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution,  and  to  respect  the  decision  as  tbe 
act  of  that  high  court  of  impeachment,  in  the 
discharge  of  a  most  solemn  duty.  He  acted  the 
part  of  a  prosecutor,  although  not  less  honorable 
to  himself,  yet  calculated  to  produce  different 
feelings,  pairticulariy  as  be  introduced  the  charges 
against  Mr.  Chas&  he  fett  himself  in  a  certain 
degree  responsible  tor  their  verification  ;  and  my 
votes  on  the  several  articles  of  impeaehmaot 
are  his  surest  guarantee  that  I  have  never  frit 
the  slightest  disapprobation  of  his  conduct  in 
the  institution  of  that  prosecutlim,  although  I 
cannot  approbate  bis  present  persecution. 

Mr.  LovHDsa  then  rose,  not  to  enter  into  the 

general  question,  which  had  been  so  fully  debated, 
ut  to  express  his  views  of  tbe  question  before 
the  House.  He  had  great  objection,  he  said,  to 
the  prop(»ed  rejection  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate. 
He  scarcely  could  conceive  a  ease,  he  said,  ta 
which  the  rejection  of  a  bill  without  considen- 
tion  would  be  proper.  If  rejected,  that  decision 
might  be  the  result  of  calm  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration, but  such  would  not  be  the  public  im- 
pression. The  Senate  might  also  in  turn  reject 
our  bilL  In  what  aspect  would  this  presrat  iuctf 
to  the  public  eye  ?  The  impresaoa  might  be 


Ommmtob  wWi  Gnat  Britain, 


Digitized  by 


605 


mSTOBT  OF  CONaBBS& 


606 


JiiniAKv,  1816. 


ctnHMOBs ;  bat  it  certaialv  wooU  bt,  that  temper 
rather  tbsD  judgmeot  bad  eiased  these  decisions. 
SnptNse  an  opposite  eooree  to  be  tilteti.  Sup- 
pose that  the  bill  dow  aaitv  consideratioa  should 
be  postpoaed ;  and  that  the  House  sboald  calmly, 
lemperatelr,  and  therefore  firmly— for  be  scarcely 
ever  had  knotra  a  proper  firmness  uocoDDected 
with  some  degree  of  temper— suppose  they  should 
thus,  after  barioff  examiaed  aad  disenssed  it,  pass 
the  bill  origiaafly  reported  in  this  House,  and 
that  our  fears  shooid  be  realized  by  the  Seuale's 
rejeetiog  it.  Suppose  this  House,  uninflaeoced 
by  any  hasty  passioa,  spleeo,  or  fabe  delicacy, 
should  Iheo  take  up  the  Seoate^a  bill,  amend  it 
so  as  to  resemble  toe  other  one,  a^iu  offer  it  to 
the  Senate  as,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that 
sort  of  IhU  wbieh  a  seood  cipoaition  of  the  Cod- 
stitniion  requires  us  to  pass :  suppose,  even  the 
worst,  that  the  Senate  also  reject  this  bill.  The 
doable  rejection  would  then  be  theirs;  and  do 
blame  of  baste  or  passioa  could  be  attached  to  this 
House:  ibe  question  would  staod  on  its  own 
metiis.  With  these  and  others  views,  Mr.  L. 
mored  to  postpoae  the  bill  for  one  week. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  said  he  foaad  himself  somewhat 
embarrassed  by  the  observations  of  the  gcDtleman 
from  South  Carolina.  He  professed,  be  said,  in 
faaTiog  made  this  motion,  the  most  perfect  re- 
ipeet  lor  the  Senate;  it  was  not  profeasioo  merely, 
Ml  bis  real  feeling.  The  motion  he  had  made  to 
reject  the  bill  bad  proceeded,  not  from  any  sple- 
netic etnotiont  bat  from  a  perfect  conviction  that 
the  bill  ander  eoosideratioo  in  this  House  0tt|;ht 
ts  pasa.  Mr.  F.  then  slated  various  difficoUies 
vhieh  would  result  from  sending  the  bill  of  this 
Booae  to  the  Senate,  whilst  the  Senate's  bill  was 
nsdecided  on.  The  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
oUoa  and  himself,  Blr.  F.  said,  had  the  same  ob- 
iecu  Mr.  F.  bad  no  desire  that  the  Hoase  should 
be  governed  br  prejudices  or  hasly  emotions ;  he 
bad  a  desire,  that,  when  it  acted,  It  shoald  actde- 
cttWely. 

Mr.  Cai.HODM  said  he  was  certainly  anxious 
that  the  bill  which  originated  in  this  House  should 
not  pass;  boi  he  was  equally  anxious  that  no  de- 
cision sbonld  take  place  without  deliberation  and 
foil  conviction.   As  he  wished  to  give  a  fair  op- 

Crtnnitjr  of  directly  meeting  the  question  which 
4  been  debated,  he  should  vote  to  lay  the  Sea- 
tie's  bill  oa  the  ubU. 

Hr.  Hanson  intimated  an  intention  to  move 
that  the  bill  should  be  indefinitely  postponed ;  and 
said  that  he  purposed  to  do  so,  not  beoause  he 
conidered  (as  he  certainly  did)  that  the  Hoose, 
in  the  measures  they  were  pursuing  with  respect 
to  the  British  convention,  were  deliberating  on 
sn  act  of  osurpatlon — not  that,  in  the  motion  he 
shoald  offer,  or  in  the  vote  he  might  give,  be  in* 
tended  to  reflect  upon  the  Senate — but  because 
he  was  convinced  that  the  House  possessed  no 
Constitutional  power  to  legislate  upon  the  instru- 
ment under  consideration.  And,  whatever  defi- 
ciency there  might  be  in  the  remarks  be  had  to 
effer,  he  promised  that  there  was  one  thing,  at 
kait,  they  shoald  not  want — brevity. 
Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  did  not  cooaider  the  aub- 
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jeet  before  the  Hoose  as  one  of  those  which  afford- 
ed gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  festooning  their 
eloquence,  embroidering  it  with  rhetorical  flour- 
ishes, or  swelling  it  beyond  its  natural  dimensions, 
with  extraneous  and  inapplicable  matter.  On  the 
contrary,  he  expected  that,  as  it  had  been  preued 
before  the  House,  he  should  find  it  met  in  the 
way  that  great  Constitutional  lawyers  meet  great 
CoDstitutLouat  questions. 

Taking  the  business  then  in  this  way,  it  was 
first  fot  their  consideration  whether  that  House 
constituted  a  part  of  the  treaty-making  power; 
when  they  bad  decided  that,  as  inevitably  they 
must,  in  the  nejcative,  the  next  Question,  was 
the  roost  simple  imaginable — namely,  where  the 
treaty-making  power  was  in  effect  lodged— not 
where  it  ought  to  be  lodged  ; — and,  on  this  point, 
thejr  might  be  at  once  relieved  from  all  further 
trouble  of  investigation  by  casting  their  eyes  upon 
the  Constitution,  which  vests  the  power  in  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
and  cautiously  and  providently  guards  it  by  a 
provision  that  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
should  concur.  And  this  clause,  he  said,  con- 
tained the  only  limitation  that  was  to  be  fojind 
attached  to  it  in  that  instrument.  It  was  impos- 
sible, he  said,  for  language  to  be  more  precise  or 
express  in  conveying  the  purposes  of  the  human 
mind,  or  for  words  to  be  more  unsusceptible  of 
doubt  or  misconstruction,  than  those  in  which 
this  clause  was  written:  '-Shalt  hare  power  to 
make."  What,  said  he,  can  be  understood  by  "  to 
make,"  but  enurelf  and  wholly  to  aceomplish— 
to  render  perfect  and  complete— to  leave  no  part 
of  it  undone?  If  the  treaty,  then,  wanted  any 
part  of  the  process  appointed  by  the  framers  lu 
the  Constitution,  even  lor  its  completion,  it  could 
not  be  made.  But,  when  it  went  through  the 
Whole,  and  obtained  the  Last  finishing — namely, 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate— 
then  it  was  mode  ;  and  it  would  be  an  absurdity, 
in  terms,  to  sajr  thai  mare  was  necessarv  to  its 
perfection.  This  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate  was  the  safeguard  erected  by  the  Consti- 
tution, who  thought  it  sufficient  to  preserve  it 
against  every  abase ;  aud  this  construction  of  it  is 
testified  by  innumerable  contemporaneous  author- 
ities, of  different  political  parties  and  sentiments. 
This  was  the  construction  of  President  WAmiHO- 
TOH,  and  this  was  the  constniclion  of  the  aevenl 
authors  of  7%e  FederaiuL 

Gentlemen  aay  that  the  laws  of  Congress  aie 
superior  to  this  power.  Mr.  H.  emphatically  dis- 
sented from  this  position.  The  Constitution  cre- 
ated the  two  distinct  branches  of  power,  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  and  by  one  and  the  same 
instrument — made  them  co<oAliDate  and  co-ex- 
iateni.  By  the  law  of  the  land,  therefore,  the 
treaty-making  power  was  made  equal  in  these 
points— indeed,  even  paramount  to  the  other — for 
It  imparts  to  it  the  power  to  repeal  it.  "  All  ttea- 
ties  (says  the  Constitution)  are  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land."  From  the  moment  of  its  ratifica- 
tion and  promulgation,  therefore,  and  according 
to  President  Wasbinoton's  construction,  thu 
treaty  became  the  aupreme  law  of  the  land  at  onee. 
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Aad  permit  me  to  say,  sir,  coDtiotied  Mr.  H.,  that 
so  it  was  coDsidered,  and  this  by  the  Bxecatire 
of  the  Uoited  States,  which  may  be  readily  dem* 
onstrated  by  the  developmeot  of  a  fact — or  which 
I  hare  been  iaformed,  which  I  do  firmly  believe 
to  be  true,  and  with  which  io  all  probability  many 
people,  perhaps  erea  here,  are  acqaaiated— and 
that  is,  that  clrcalar  letters  of  iostruetion  were 
aetBally  prioied  and  prepared  to  be  seat  off  to  the 
cosloiD-botMe  offioere  all  orer  the  Uqiob,  direct- 
iHfl  them  to  oonform  to  the  new  laws  and  regu- 
lations created  by  the  treaty.  Id  this  country  we 
have  received  intriligence  that^  under  this  coa- 
TietioQ,  the  tonnage  on  American  vessels  had 
been  reduced  in  Great  Britain ;  that,  by  an  Order 
in  Council,  that  benefit  has  been  attached  in 
Boglaod  to  oor  commerce ;  and  that,  in  the  con- 
fidence placed  in  oar  fidelity,  our  trade  was  with- 
out delay  exempted  from  duties,  so  that  there 
a  vested  right  has  been  created  by  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty.  In  this  coootry  we  were  equally 
bonnd  by  it  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  inso- 
mneh  that  it  may  be  questioned  whether,  from 
tb«  moment  of  the  promulgation  of  the  ratified 
tnaty  by  the  PresideoL  any  merehaat  oould  be 
bonnd  to  ^y  the  late  daiies. 

Sir,  "this  stmge  eonifiuioB,'^this  bootless  em- 
barraasmeat— 4ilce  many  other  diffiealUes,  arises 
from  gentlemen  carrying  their  party  feelings, 
their  prejudices,  and  their  passions,  home  to  tne 
Conetttution.  That  great  palladium  of  our  inde- 
pendence bad  beat  compared  to  that  miniature 
representation  of  the  planetary  system  called  an 
Orrery,  in  which  each  planet  runs  its  own  little 
orbit  distinct  from  those  of  the  others,  and  yet 
the  whole  is  harmonious  and  exacL  I  fear,  sir. 
that  the  experiments  which  it  seems  to  be  so  much 
the  temper  of  the  times  to  make,  will  ere  looz 
crack  this  harmony,  introduce  discord  in  its  stead, 
and,  under  that  celebrated  delusion  of  the  day. 
invented  by  Mr.  Redheffer — a  more  just  object  ot 
comparison  than  Lord  Orrtrj^a  miniature  plan 
of  the-  solar  system. 

Getttlemcn  eomplain  that  the  Bxeeoiive.  by 
ibis  act,  trenehes  upon  the  Legislative  bnneh  of 
the  ConsiitatioD.  And  see,  sir,  what  at  the  same 
time  they  themselves  aim  at  doing!  Under  the 

Kwer  vested  in  them  by  the  Constitution,  the 
eardwt  and  Soiate  make  a  treaty ;  and  because 
appropriations  may  be  requisite,  not  so  mirch  to 
execute  it,  as  in  eonsequence-of  its  execution,  they 
would  take  upon  them,  by  a  bare  majority  of 
this  House—perhaps  of  but  one— to  defeat  that 
whole  Constitutional  branch,  (the  treaty-making 
power.)  assuming,  on  patriotic  pretences,  to  ele- 
vate themselves  above  it.  Would  it  not  be  a 
gross  anomaly,  sir,  if  the  Coasiitutionat  act  of  the 
Fresident  and  the  Seoate~-that,  too,  not  of  the 
Senate  voting  as  in  ordinary  by  a  bare  majority 
of  perhaps  one,  but  by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate 
against  the  other  third— ahoold  be  annulled  by 
this  branch  of  the  Legialalare  %  Shall  it  be  said, 
that,  because  the  exeeatitni  of  this  treaty  might 
fcqaire  an  appropriatioii  of  money— suppose  to 
pay  their  aalanea  to  the-eonBiniDners  employed 
to  ran  oar  ww  Britiah  liM,a«d  gwUemcn  aboBtd 


take  it  in  their  heads  to  dislike  that  provision— 
tl^t  therefore  this  House  can,  on  that  miserable 
pretext,  nullify  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
thereby  strip  our  Qovernmeot  of  the  most  essen- 
tial article  of  self-preservation- 1  say,  sir,  aej/^- 
oresemztton,  because,  what  has  been  done,  may 
oedone  again?  And  suppose  Boeland^ liberated 
from  her  European  sirnggles^  and  again  at  war 
with  us;  her  hordes  of  soldiers  landed  on  our 
shore;  our  Capitol  taken  and  burnt;  oar  cities 
sacked,  b^^red,  and  In  possesnoD  of  the  enemy; 
our  once  opulent  people,  and  the  repositories  of 
their  wealth — the  banks — not  on  the  verge  merdy, 
but  tumbling  into  the  very  golf  of  banfcrapley— 
to  what  refuge  should  our  Government  resort  to 
save  all  that  was  not  already  in  the  enemy's 
hands,  when  that  sacred  part  of  oor  Government, 
the  power  of  treating,  was  destroyed,  or  lodged 
noionere?  Or,  suppose  all  that  portion  of  the 
cooDtry  included  between  Massachusetts  and  the 
British  possessions  were  in  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my, and  by  our  Ministers  at  Ghent  treating  on 
the  basis  of  the  utipoasidetu  so  much  of  our  conn* 
try  was  shifted  over  to  Britain  by  treaty,  would 
this  House  be  competent  to  legislate  forCastioe? 
No.  We  might  declare  war  aniost  mad  endea- 
vor to  fight  for  it,  if  we  could,  oat  we  eoald  not 
legislate  away  the  treaty. 

Sir,  the  radical  error  in  this  measure,  and  aH 
the  difficulties  that  hang  over  the  proceeding, 
arise  from  a  fond  indatgence  of  Ae  fancy  in  ex- 
treme eases— cases  that  can  never,  wtthont  a  vio- 
lation of  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  exist— 
from  supposing  the  Executive  capable  of  acts 
compounded  with  madness,  folly,  and  baseness; 
and  from  sopposing  it  and  two-thirds  of  the  Sen- 
ate rank,  corrupt,  and  profligate  beyond  example. 
But,  sir,  if  these  things  even  did  occur,  the  na- 
tional occasion  would  provide  for  itself.  Co  the 
whole,  sir,  I  consider  the  interference  of  this 
House  with  the  treaty-making  power  an  asttr[m- 
tion }-  that  it  would  be  nnjastifiable  in  us  to  legia- 
late  upon  it;  that  the  treaty  is  eapaUe  of-  exe- 
outtog  itself;  and  that  there  ia  no  neeessit]r  for 
any  law  whatever  to  be  enacted  ia  respect  to  it, 

On  these  groanda,  sir,  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
postponed  indefloitely. 

Hr.  LowitDBS,  havii^  farther  expressed  his 
anxiety  to  avoid  a  direct  rejection  of  the  Senate's 
bill,  varied  his  motion  so  as  to  supersede  Mr. 
Hahooi^b,  moving  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Which  motion  was  then  decided  in  the  affir' 
mative  without  a  division. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
their  bill  on  the  subject,  being  a  bill  "  to  relate 
the  eommerce  of  the  United  states  according  to 
the  Convention  of  Commerce,"  &c. ;  and  theqae^ 
tion  still  being    Shall  the  bill  pass  V* 

Mr.  Stahpo^  said,  he  would  beg  leave  to 
make  his  acknowledgments  to  the  House,  if  the 
adjournment  of  yesterday  evening  was  to  affiffd 
liim  the  opportunity  of  making  the  few  remarks 
he  had  intended  to  make  before  the  question  wa* 
taken.  He,  however,  bad  no  wish  to  coosame 
hot  a  few  miadtes  of  the  time  of  the  House,  and 
hoped  that  he  would  not  tlwn  do  It. 
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Commerce  9tth  Ottat  Britain. 


H.  or  R. 


He  Mid,  lie  was  an  old  meoiber,  aod  on  the 

qnesticni  before  the  Honse,  ar  gentlemen  debated 
ii,  stood  commitied  as  to  the  course  he  should  take, 
and,  under  like  circDmstaaces,  should  still  feel  it 
his  duty  to  take;  but  in  blsjodgmentthe  bill  before 
them  did  not  inrolre  the  old  question,  whether 
this  House  had,  or  bad  not  the  power,  in  certain 
oases,  to  siTe  e&ct  to  a  treaty,  eoeh  cases  might 
exist,  ana  night  well  be  supposed  to  exist,  where 
apprmiriatioos  were  called  for,  or  where  regula- 
tions became  necessary,  growing  out  of  legislatiTe 
power  to  gire  effeet  to  a  treaty,  as  in  the  case  of 
acquiring  territory— or  where  the  treatjr  itself 
should  siipalMe  for  some  leg^atire  prortsion  in 
falillnMot  of  tta  views.  In  snch  cases  he  held  it, 
be  said,  that  the  Home  had  not  only  the  power 

10  Icgnlate  to  £^ve  effect  to  sncb  treaty,  anoet  its 
own  dMcretioB,  bat,  under  the  same  discretion,  to 
refuse,  to  legislate,  and  defeat  the  ends  of  such 
treaty.  Anyother  doctrine,  he  contended,  would 
lead  to  the  ahsardity  of  lufslation,  without  the 
right  to  deliberate;  or  to  uat  of  voting  without 
the  right  to  judge  whether  the  measure  was,  or 
ms  not,  for  the  p«blic  good. 

Although,  therefore,  he  did  not  believe  the 
Gnstitu^n  gMre,  or  was  intended  to  give  any 
direct  share  in  the  treaty-making  power,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  yet  that  it  held  an  in- 
direct ctmtrot  over  a  certain  class  of  treaties,  he 
CMild  not  be  brought  to  doubt.  He  meant,  to  be 
are,  such  treaties,  and  such  only,  as  those  to 
vhose  proviaions  legislation  became  iodispenia- 
Ue— as  withoai  the  passage  of  some  law  of  Goo- 
gns,  they  eonU  not  go  into  effect;  of  this  de- 
Kiiption,  be  eoneoivea  those  lo  be,  of  which  he 
hi  spokeD. 

As  the  most  of  our  treaties,  however,  were  not 
of  loeh  decoriptioD,  but  saob  as  were  sufficiently 
rnlliu  their  details,  and  went  friainlr  and  obviously 
Id  their  intended  objects,  it  woold  seem  equally 
ibanrd  to  attempt  to  legulate  them  into  enact- 
or, in  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land,  (Ur.  Pimknet,)  by  a  law  to  re-echo  toe 
verv  words  of  a  treaty,  thereby  to  seem  togtve 
it  enect.  Mr.  S.  said,  if  his  views  were  correct, 
sad  he  most  own  be  felt  the  fnllest  confidence  in 
them  himself,  he  could  not  see  bow  genilemen 
owld  met  toe  aaeessliy  of  the  present  law,  to 
giva  eflket  to  or  renlM  anything  in  the  »te 
enuMrBUttrcMT-iHth  Great  Britain*  Itiscer- 
tttalr  a  treU|r  of  the  latter  desariation,  pMn  and 
umple  in  jta  dciaila,  and  one  vrtiieh  calls  for  no 
ippcopriation,  no  authoritative  law,  nor  rejj  ula* 
iwa  of  any  ktad.  Alreadv  has  the  President  sent 

11  oM  with  bts  proelamatto&i  and  he  mnst  have 
eonndered  it  as  havbg  efleet  iVom  the  titte,  or 
be  ocght  not  to  have  proclaimed  it. 

This  question  came  up  between  the  two  Houses, 
under  the  former  Britisn  treaty,  for.  the  first  time, 
ipon  a  call  for  an  appropriaiUon  lo  carry  it  into 
cnect.  Again,  a  few  years  aAer,  under  the  for- 
dgn  intercourse  bill,  when  the  House  claimed  the 
exercise  of  some  discretion  in  voting  for  or  against 
tbe  salaries  of  certain  Ministers  whom  the  Prcsi* 
totandSeMte  bad  appointed  on  miaskna  abroad, 
vhieh  the  Honse  did  not  anMove,  and  IhoOgfat 
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proper  to  oppose.  In  both  these  instances,  the 
appropriations  were  made,  notwithstanding  the 
opposition  ;  but,  in  the  third  instance,  an  appro- 
priation was  called  for,  and  refused,  to  carry  mto 
effect  an  Indian  treaty  in  the  Yazoo  country. 
The  reasoD  for  this  refusal  is  well  known,  but 
the  difficulty  being  removed  at  a  subseqnent  pe* 
riod,  the  money  was  voted,  and  the  treaty  carried 
into  effect.  Mr.  S.  said,  in  the  case  of  the  acqni- 
aitioo  of  Louisiana,  legislation  became  necessary, 
not  only  to  appropriate  money,  but  to  extend  gov- 
emment  to  the  citizens  of  that  Territorjr,  and  no 

Sjnestion  or  diffienlty  was  made  about  it,  and  he 
elt  persuaded  it  was  a  rightful  claim  on  our  part, 
to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  all  such  cases. 

But  how  gentlemen  brought  up  the  question 
under  the  presmt  treaty,  he  could  not  perceive. 
The  treaty  called  for  no  money,  no  regulation, 
no  lawj  as  a  sine  qua  non  to  iu  existence.  As 
well  migb  t  we  be  called  upon  to  pass  laws  to  give 
effect  to  the  various  Indian  treaties,  which  are 
now  going  out  before  the  public  under  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation.  So  far  as  I  know,  no  one 
ibinksof  any  law,8s  necessary  to  their  entire  effect. 

He  would  ask,  he  said,  how  came  it  to  pass  that 
no  law  was  tboueht  necessary  to  give  effect  to 
the  treaty  with  France,  whicb  termiaated  tha 
kind  of  war  which  Mr.  Adams  had  gone  into 
with  that  nation  in  defence ofour  maritime  rights? 
It  is  not  sufficient  to  say  that  the  friends  of  his 
Administration  did  not  pretend  to  think  any  law 
necessary.  The  fact  is,  that  althoiwh  the  treaty 
was  negotiated  and  concluded  by  Mr.  Adam^  it 
was  at  the  very  close  of  his  Administration,  and 
was  of  course  carried  into  e&ct  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  his  friends,  and  they  never  seemed  to  thtok 
any  act  of  Googresis  necessary  to  give  it  effect. 
So  far  from  It,  Mr.  Jefferson,  without  any  other 
law,  or  rule  of  construction  to  guide  him,  except 
the  treaty  itself,  took  it  upon  hiimelf  to  repair 
the  Berceau  at  the  cost  of  more  than  thirty  tbou- 
sand  dollars,  and  to  restore  her  thus  equipped  to 
France,  and  be  was  defended  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  nothing  more  than  a  fair  and  liberal  con- 
struction of  the  treaty,  which  sllpolated  the  sor- 
render  of  captures  on  both  sides. 

But  acase  still  more  recent  presentsitself.  He 
cited  the  Treaty  of  Peace  so  lately  concluded 
with  Great  Britain.  That  treaty  went  Into  im- 
mediate effect  under  the  Presidenrs  proclamation, 
and  one  of  the  e^cts  of  the  treaty  was  to  surren- 
der to  the  British  the  islands  in  thePassamaqnod- 
dy  with  alt  their  population,  customs,  and  taws, 
and  all  this  by  virtue  of  the  treaty,  without  any 
law — nor  was  it  even  suggested  that  that  House 
bad  to  legislate  about  it.  Or,  are  we  to  understand 
that  alt  our  municipal  laws  are  sttll  in  force  about 
Moose  Island  1  That  our  revenue  cutters  are 
still  under  orders  to  ply  about  that  island,  and 
guard  the  United  Slates  against  smuggling  and 
smugglers  from  that  quarter?  Oor  revenue  laws 
remain  unrepealed,  and  people  are  bound  by  them 
unless  the  treaty  has  superseded  themj  and  that' 
it  has  so  superseded  them,  it  is  difficult  even  to 
make  a  question.  We  know  that  out  laws  are 
not  there  regarded. 
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Mr.  8.  tben  coaeladed  bis  remarln  with  obserr- 
iog,  that  if  the  arguments  of  geotlemcD  b«  correct, 
it  would  seem  to  him  thcf  ought  to  assume  the 
gtouod  of  legiitlatiog  all  treaties  iato  effect  as  well 
as  this;  and  if  ihef  did  not  intend  to  go  so  far 
as  thil^  he  thought  the^  might  well  hare  dis- 

Eiosed  with  legislating  m  the  present  instance, 
or  his  part  be  could  not  see  that  it  was  uwes- 
sarjr,  and  should  rote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  PtOKiRiHO  rising  lo  speak,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

FsiDAT,  January  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Connecticut, 
TiHOTBT  PiTKm,  appeared,  prodnced  his  credeo- 
CiaU,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  HuLBEST  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
manufacturers  of  domestic  goods,  in  Berkshire 
county  and  Stale  of  Massacbusetts.  praying  that 
the  eztsiing  duties  on  the  various  domestic  man- 
ufactures may  be  abolished, — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HoPEiHSON  presented  a  petition  of  Daniel 
Pettibone,  praying  compensation  for  tbe  use^  in 
the  armories  of  the  United  States,  of  a  machioe, 
inrented  by  him,  for  tbe  boring  of  gun  barrels. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  petition  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  presented  on  the  29ih 
ultimo,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
ou  the  Vill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  to  form  a  coDstitution  and  State  gor- 
emment,  and  for  admission  of  sucb  State  into  the 
CnioDiOnan  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Picebbino,  tbe  Clerk  of  this 
House  was  directed  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of 
the  House,  fin  copies  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Picebbino,  that 
the  HoGse  rescind  tbe  order  of  yesterday  for 
the  purchase  of  twenty-fire  copies  of  Graydon'x 
Digest;  and  tbe  question  being  taken  thereon,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  resolu- 
tion submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  North 
Carolina,  to  amend  the  rules,  so  as  to  admit  with- 
in tbe  Hall  of  Congress  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Nary  Board ;  and  the  same  being  again  read, 
was  concurred  in  by  tbe  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mabsh,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  ioquire'ioto  tbe 
ezpediencr  of  altering  tbe  times  of  holding  the 
circuit  aoQ  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  district  of  Vermont. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
(bat  tbe  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill  "confirming 
to  the  Narigiiion  Company  of  New  Orleans,  tbe 
use  and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  ssid  city,"  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Tbe  House  resnmed  tbe  coBsideiation  of  the 
Mil  for  relating  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  according  to  the  late  eonrention  with 
Great  Britain— the  question  sttU  bnng  on  the 
pungeofthe  bill- 


Mr.  Pioniiiiia  nidf  that  after  so  long  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  before  the  House,  he 
would  not  bare  risen  bad  not  some  lights,  in 
which  it  should  be  riewed,  passed  unobserred. 

In  this  country,  said  he,  we  hold  that  all  tbe 
powers  of  QorernmeiU  originate  with  thePeofde. 
Those  powers  the  people  might  distribute  in  any 
manner  they  pleased.  They  might  hare  vested 
all  legislative  power  in  one  man ;  in  a  President, 
or  in  a  President  and  Senate,  or  in  a  President, 
Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives.  To  see 
how  they  have  in  fact  distributed  tbe  powers  of 
Qovernment,  we  must  look  to  tbe  Constitutios, 
which  tbey  hare  framed  for  that  fturpose. 

The  first  clause  in  the  Constitution  reads  thus: 
"All  le^slatire  powers  herein  granted,  shall  be 
rested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,whish  - 
shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Repi^ 
seotatires."  And  the  inference  of  gentlmen  on 
tbe  other  side  of  the  House  is,  that  wbatern- 
powers  are  expressly  granted  to  Congress,  are 
exclusively  granted ;  or,  if  any  other  branches  of 
the  Qoveroment  act  upon  the  subjects  of  those 
powers,  tbe  concurrence  of  this  House  is  neee»- 
sarr  to  render  their  acts  valid.   But  if  gentlemen 
will  turn  to  the  seventh  section  of  tbe  first  article 
of  the  Constitution,  they  will  see  an  important 
restriction  on  the  sweeping  legislative  power  ap- 
parently granted  to  tbe  Senate  and  House  in  the 
first  section:  "£very  bill  which  shall  have  oassed 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  SeaBt& 
shall,  before  it  shall  become  a  law,  be  presenteo 
to  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,"  for  his  ap- 
probation; without  which  it  will  not  become  a 
law,  unless,  on  a  reconsideration  of  it,  with  the 
President's  objections,  it  shall  be  approved  by 
two-thirds  of  each  House.   Here,  then,  is  one  ex- 
ception to  the  sweeping  legislative  powers  granted 
to  Congress,  as  composed  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  that  is,  of  bare  majorities  of 
the  two  Houses}  and  a  special  legislative  power 
is  created,  and  rested  in  two-thirds  of  the  two 
Hoiues,  whose  concurrence  is,  io  such  case,  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  law. 

Id  like  manner,  is  comnlete  legislative  power 
rested  in  the  President  and  Senate.  For  we  see, 
in  the  passage  of  the  Constitution  so  often  re- 
cited, that  all  treaties  made  under  tbe  authority 
of  tbe  United  States,  are  declared  to  be  the  lav 
of  tbe  land ;  and  tbe  President  and  Senate  are  ex- 
clusively vested  with  tbe  power  to  make  treaties, 
two-thinls  of  the  Senators  present  ooneurriog.* 

*  When  it  is  dedazad,  that  this  CosstUutioa,  and 
the  laws  of  tbe  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in 
porsnance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or  which  shsU 
be  made,  under  tbe  authority  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  tbe  Und ;"  no  more  is 
meant,  thtn  they  are  supreme  in  relation  to  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  iadividoal  8utes ;  and  hence, 
after  declaring  what  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  tbe 
land,  tbe  ConstitutiMi  adds,  "  and  the  judges  ia  twf 
State  shall  be  bound  tiierebj ;  aDything  in  the  omsti- 
tntion  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  oetwith- 
standtng."  In  one  other  sense,  indeed,  the  Oonstitn- 
tion  is  the  snpreme  law,  beeaoss  U  is  lbs  act  flf  lbs 
people  ia  tfastr  sovereign  ospadly,  in  the  several 
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Bat  it  wMrid,  Att  amoo^  the  varioai  powers 
fraited  to  Congress,  one  is  "to  regulate  com- 
nicree  with  foreign  oations;"  aod  that  if  sacb 
regulation  of  commeree  be  made  the  aabject  of  a 
tmlf,  an  act  of  Congren,  ineladiog  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House,  is  requisite  to  make  it  the 
law  of  the  land.  Here  the  negotiating  of  a  treatr 
and  the  making  of  •  treaty  are  comiMQDded, 
although  thej  are  perfectly  distiaet.  When  a 
Mioister,  or  other  Ezeeotive  ageat,  has  negotiated 
a  treaty,  it  is,  by  the  President,  laid  before  the 
Senate;  and  when,  with  their  adrice  and  consent, 
it  is  ratified  by  the  President,  it  is  made— tt  is 
complete ;  and  no  act  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
a  tires  can  add  anything  to  its  validity.  The 
word  aioda  i«  eouaily  applicable  to  laws  and  to 
tMtiica.  ''Thb  Conatitution,  and  the  lawi  of  the 
United  Sutca  made  in  pnrauanee  thereof,  and  all 
traitica  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the 
anchorlty  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  su- 
preme  law  of  the  land." 

As  (o  the  sttbjecis  of  treaties:  When  thefram- 
era  of  tbc  Constitution  gare  to  the  President  and 
Senate  power  to  make  tbem,  without  specifying 
or  limiting  the  subjects  to  which  they  should  m 
eottfiued,  it  is  plain  the  term  treaties  was  intended 
to  embrace  the  usual  subjects  of  these  contracts 
between  nations.  At  the  time  when  the  Coosti- 
tutioD  was  ordained,  we  had  four  commercial 
treaties— with  France,  Holland,  Prussia,  and 
Sweden;  and  a  treaty  of  alliance,  and  a  conven- 
tion  or  treaty  relating  to  consuls,  with  France. 
All  these  subjects,  then,  it  is  certain,  are  within 
the  trcaty-making  power  of  the  President  and 
S«nate.  The  eoarentiou  with  Great  Britain,  to 
wbieh  tha  bill  farfore  us  refers,  embraces  but  two 
of  them — coromeree  and  consuls. 

Bntf  aeetog  that  Congress  hare  power  to  regu- 
laCe  commeree  with  foreign  nations,  why  should 
it  be  made  tbe  subject  of  treaties?  The  answer 
is,  to  gire  stability  and  security  to  eoramerce. 
Suppose  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
merely  by  laws  of  the  two  countries,  had  equal- 
ized the  duties  on  American  and  British  vessels 
and  their  cargoes,  in  the  manner  prorided  by  the 
commereial  eonrentioo,  and  suppose  that,  in  ex- 
pectation of  the  permanency  of  those  lawF,  the 
growers  of  cotton  and  tobacco  in  tbe  United 


auiw;  and  cannot  be  dtangedbnt  by  a  like  aet  of 
•owning.  Heaea  fba  lawsanactad  by  Coagieas  are 
raqahad  to  fee  nuda  in  pwaaance  of  the  Conrtitntiott. 
AJttd  allhoiq^ao  such  rastriction  is  Isid  on  treatiest 
bacanaa  treaties  amlmoe  wme  subjects  not  mentioned 
in  tbe  Constitotion,  (anch  as  the  making  of  peace  and 
forming  aJliancaa  with  foreign  nations,)  yet  a  Ottij, 
no  more  than  an  act  of  Congress,  which  should  con- 
tain any  provision  violating  the  Constitution,  would  be 
of  any  validitf .  For  the  treaty-making  power  of  the 
President  and  Senate,  aa  well  as  Um  lasislative  power 
of  Congreat,  being  derived  from  the  Constitution,  every 
•xertion  of  that  power  in  repagnance  to  it,  or  involv- 
ing the  abrogatioQ  of  aoy  of  its  profisioDS,  must  neces- 
sarily be  void.  To  maintain  the  contrary,  would  be 
efnaUy  absurd  as  to  say,  that  a  eoperatrocture  could 
■taad  when  ita  Iboadatkm  was  removed,  or  that  a 
hnMh  eeald  MlMi  Ufa  whaa  the  real  wai  dead. 
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States  were  to  abip  those  arliclea  in  Ttsaela  of  the 
United  States  to  Great  Britain,  and,  pending  the 
voyage,  the  GoTernmeDt  of  that  country  sboaU 
deem  it  expedient  to  repeal  her  etiualiziog  laws, 
and  restore  the  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost  on  American  vessels  and  their  car- 

Sies;  this  would  bring  a  very  aerious  loss  on 
o>e  owners.   But  a  treaty  would  prevent  such 
repeal,  and  consequent  injury. 

To  a  just  uuderstaading  of  the  question  before 
the  House,  another  distinction  should  be  taken } 
that  is,  between  the  validity  and  the  execution  of 
s  treaty.  While  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
(with  a  single  exception)  admit  that  some  trea- 
ties made  by  the  President  and  Senate  are  ralid, 
without  any  act  to  be  done  on  tbe  part  of  this 
Houae,  sueb  as  simple  treaties  of  peace,  and  erea 
of  alliance }  seeing  no  special  power  is  granted 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  to  make  peaee 
and  form  alliances ;  yet  tt  is  said,  that  when  the 
interrention  of  tbia  House  is  necessary,  as  in  pro- 
riding  and  making  appropriations  of  money  to 
carry  treaties  into  execution,  then  the  sanction  of 
this  House  is  requisite  to  give  tbem  a  Innding 
force.  But  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  Coostitu- 
tton,  instead  of  resting  the  whole  treaty-making 
power  in  the  President  and  Senate,  bad  ordained 
that  no  treaty  should  be  ralid,  unless  approred 
by  the  House  of  Represeotatires;  and  suppose, 
also,  that  all  tbe  three  branches  of  Gorernment 
concurring,  a  treaty  ol  commeree  and  limits  were 
made,  such  as  that  with  Spain,  in  1795,  no  one 
would  then  question  its  ralidity;  and  yet,trale88 
the  President  and  Senate  appointed  eommiasion- 
ers  to  run  the  boundary  lines,  to  mark  the  limits 
of  the  respeciire  territories,  and  onleks  the  Hotm 
of  Bepreseoutires,  concurring  with  the  President 
and  Senate,  approprUted  money  to  defray  the 
expense  thereof  the  treaty  would  remain  on- 
executed. 

According  to  the  doctrine  maintained  by  the 
framer  and  adroeates  of  the  bill  before  us,  there 
have  never  been  any  valid  treaties  between  tbe 
United  States  and  foreign  nations,  since  tbe  or- 
ganization of  our  Government;  for  no  law  of 
Congress  has  re-enacted  their  articles,  (as  is  at- 
tempted by  the  present  bill,)  or  by  a  general  enact- 
ment pronounced  tbem  to  be  the  law  of  the  land. 
Take  up  any  of  those  treaties ;  for  instance,  the 
treaties  of  1795  with  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 
where  the  appointment  of  commissionera  and  ap- 
propriations of  money  were  neceasarr  to  their 
execution.  Congress  passed  laws  malting  atieh 
appropriations;  not  to  give  ralidity  to  the  trea- 
ties, but  simply,  in  the  langnage  of  those  laws,  to 
carry  them  into  efi^t. 

But  shall  treaties  operate  a  repeal  of  a  taw  of 
the  United  States?  Yes,  because  treaties  being, 
equally  with  acts  of  Congress,  tbe  law  of  the 
land,  they  most  repeat  all  the  provisions  of  prior 
laws  cooiraveotng  their  stipulations — according 
to  tbe  well-known  maxim,  that  the  latter  laws 
repeal  all  antecedent  laws  containing  conlrereo- 
ing  prorisions ;  and  so  long  as  treaties  exist,  so 
long  the  Oorernmeol  and  nation  are  bound  to 
obaerre  them,  and  the  dceiiiou  of  tha  jodgaa 
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uiiBt  conform  to-  tbcir  stipabttioDs.  Bat  as  trea- 
ties  may  tbas  anoul  the  lam  of  Congren,  so  may 
tfaese  laws  ansul  treaties ;  and  when  Coagreas 
tball,  bjr  a  formal  act,  declare  a  treaty  no  longer 
oblii^ory  on  the  United  Suto,  the  judges  most 
abutton  the  tteaty,  and  obey  the  law.  And  why  t 
Baeauw  the  whole  antbority,  oa  onr  part,  which 
gkve  eiiateace  and  force  to  the  treaty,  it  with- 
drawD  by  the  annoUing  aot.  Bach  Is  the  efbct 
•f  a  lav  of  ConmsB  deelariag  war  against  a  na- 
tion between  wnom  and  the  United  States  any 
ncaties  had  been  made.  Take  for  example  tlie 
•tie  of  France,  with  whom  we  had  a  treaty  of 
anaity  aad  eonmcree,  a  treaty  of  alliaaee,  and  a 
eonsnlar  conToition.  These  treaties  baring  been 
repeatedly  Tiolated  on  the  part  of  the  French 
Oovemmenf,  and  the  mat  claims  of  the  United 
&nle8  for  reparation  of  the  injuries  so  committed 
having  been  refused;  aad  their  attempts  to  nego- 
tiate an  nmieablc  adjustment  of  all  eomplaiou 
between  the  two  nations  having  been  repelled 
with  indignity ;  and  as  the  FreiMh  persisted  in 
Aeir  system  of  predatory  riclence,  infracting 
those  treaties,  and  hostile  to  the  rights  of  a  free 
and  independent  natioa ;  for  these  causes  expli- 
eiily.  Congress^  in  Jnly,  1798,  passed  a  lawi  enact- : 
iBg  that  tkeie  traatiei  ihoald  not  thraeeforth  be 
fegatded  at  legally  obligatory  on  the  Qorernment 
oreitiateni  of  the  United  States;  and  two  days 
afMrwarda  Congiesa  passed  another  law,  authw 
isetaf  the  capture  of  all  French  aimed  vewels,  to 
wfakb  tba  commerce  of  the  United  States  long 
had  been,  and  eontinned  to  be,  the  prey.  And  as 
im  this,  so  io  erery  other  case  in  which  Coagress 
shall  judge  there  existed  good  and  saffietent  cause 
ibr  Mclariag  a  treaty  void,  they  wUl  so  pro- 
noaaeer  either  because  they  intend  lo  declare 
war,  or  because  they  are  willing  the  United  Slates 
sbeold  meet  a  war,  to  be  decbred  oa  the  other 
side,  as  less  injurious  to  the  country  than  aa  ad- 
bcrenee  to  the  treaty.  But  should  Congress,  with- 
oat  adequate  eanse*  declare  a  treaty  do  longer 
oUigntory,  they  most  be  j^epared  to  meet  the  re- 
mneh  of  perfidy,  be^dci  exposing  the  United 
■talea  to  the  erils  <tf  war,  abonM  the  oSiended  na* 
tim  lhank  fit  to  avenfa  the  wrtwg,  by  making  war 
t^on  ihcm* 

A  gtoilenan  fran  Tirgiaia,  (Mr.  RAiti>OLpa,) 
aaaong  ocfaer  reasons  why  this  Honae  should 
claim,  ai|d  exercise  as  a  right,  the  giving  of  its 
formal  sanctwa  to  a  treaty,  said,  that  for«gn  n*- 
tious  weuld  place  more  confidence  in  treaties  so 
■naetieaed.  Mr.  P.  held  the  contrary  optoioa. 
Foreign  mcioaa,  he  remarked,  with  whom  we 
should  negotiau  treaties,  would  look  iot»  our 
Constitution,  lo  see  where  the  power  to  make 
treaties  was  lodged ;  and  finding  it  Tested  i«  the 
PresideiH  aad  Senate  exelusiveljr ;  rf  they  saw 
that,  in  practice,  the  House  of  uepreseotatives 
intnposecl  its  {Keiraslonn,  that  the  assent  ot  that 
Honae  alio  was  ncoesar^ ;  nnd  if  they  snw  the 
Piaadedt  and  Sennte  yiMtHng  to  such,  pretea- 
Hona-Ko  Neh  a  manifeat  eneroachmcat  on  their 
eadiMlTa  powei^instead  of  Increasing,  it  would 
dnoialsb  their  eonfidence  in  the  acts  of  the  Qot- 
•niMCBU  FOf  eoyfidoMfria  ioapired  asd  heal  ae- 
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cured  by  the  stability  of  a  Gomnaaent,  and  the 
adherence  of  all  its  breaches  to  their  respeetire 
rights. 

Air.  P.  concluded  his  obserTatioos  in  siyio^,  i 
that  the  Senate  would  feel  ititsdotr  to  maiatain  ■ 
its  Constitutional  rights.  That,  faaring  acted  ' 
with  the  Pre«d«t  in  making  the  Commaroial 
Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which  bad  thai  be- 
come the  law  of  the  land,  it  was  not  to  be  c»* 
pected  that  the  Senate  would  adt^t  the  MU  De- 
fore  the  House,  and  thus  ro-eaaet  the  arttclea  it 
had  so  recently  enacted;  and  in  the  last  article 
expressly  declared  to  be  binding  ud  obligatory 
oa  the  United  States.  It  would  be  better,  theie- 
fore,  not  to  send  the  bill  to  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  fiollows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  bare  listened  to  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
PioKBRiHo)  with  the  attention  due  to  age  and 
experience.  The  imporiaat  ofices  be  has  held 
under  this  Qoreroment,  and  tbe  extended  period 
of  bia  political  life,  claim  for  his  opinions  partic- 
ular respect.  But  the  tribute  of  respect  is  all  I 
oan  pay.  I  cannot  asaent  to  his  eoailnictioo  of 
the  Constitotion,  as  it  afipUes  either  to  the  Jegie- 
latire  or  the  treaty-making  power.  In  tny  jmf - 
ment  these  powers,  ander  the  Constitiuion  of  the 
United  Siatea,  are  perfeetljr  distinct  in  relatioQ 
both  to  the  authority  exercising  them,  and  the 
sottjects  upon  which  they  can  definiUvety  act. 
A  treaty  is  a  compact  of  accommodation  between 
iadependent  States,  relating  to  their  public  a&ira. 
It  derires  all  its  efficacy  Trom  the  consent  aad 
agreement  of  the  parties;  it  operates  upon  the  : 
willing  only ;  it  is  obeyed  by  the  parties  no 
longer  than  obedience  is  voluntary.  If  iu  eor 
gagemenls  are  violated,  there  is  no  tribunal  eem-  ! 
petent  to  aSbrd  redress ;  recompense  can  be  found 
ooly  in  the  proviaioas  of  a  new  compact,  equally 
voluntary  to  the  first,  or  in  a  resort  to  ibe  vitima 
ratio  regum.  The  proper  subjects  of  treaty  ar- 
rangement are,  those  to  which  legislative  power 
cannot  reach  by  reason  of  iu  limited  jurudaetioB. 
Were  it  not  for  this,  no  treaty  would,  or  inthnd 
could,  be  made ;  there  could  be  no  parties  onpft- 
ble  of  contracting.  Freedom  of  wtll  wouM  be 
wanting,  for  it  is  of  the  nature  of  legiskrtive 
power  to  impose  upon  all  persona,  subject  to  Us 
jurisdiction,  an  obligation  to  oottform  tbemsslyae- 
t«  the  rote  it  prescribes,  ft  poaacaaas  wkhn  i> 
self  a  cafoeity  of  mnksnf  ali  luws  noBcsaary-  f 
carry  it*  enaotments  iMo  complete  exeotttioft-; 
all  flMer  power  is  tnArioT  and  snbMot  to  it*  oo»- 
treL  It  is  restraiaed  only  by  the  ConeittntioB  of 
tbe  (Sovemmem  wider  which  it  acts,  and  Hni- 
ittd  only  by  its  territorial  jarrsdiction:  "  The  idea 
'  of  law  necessarily  comprehends  that  of  a  pen- 
'  alty,  coosequent  upon  its  violation,  ofa  tribanat 
*  which  determines  the  penalty,  and  a  physieat 
'  force  to  put  it  in  executioa."  In  a  GoverpmoBi 
where  the  will  of  a  desfrat  is  the  supreme  law,  it' 
is  immuerial  to  the  subject  whether  that  will  be 
expressed  in  the  annuneiatioa  of  a  treaty  ot  na 
edict;  but  in  a  Govemment  where. the  Uw-ttftb- 
ing  powor  ia  vested  in  (biea  ilq»rttBenie^nad  tbo 
treatyriaaking  or  bavsniaitif  pamu  m  twr  of 


Oumurce  with  Great  Britain. 


Digitized  by 


618 


Bmumi  Of  cojsmsm. 


Jmsabt,  litt. 


tbHD,  it  mvf  become  mlljr  importtiit  to  Ofttiooal 
ittertjr,  that  tbese  two  dejwruiwBto  ihould  not  be 
ftwttfd,  in  the  fiHrm  of  treaties,*  to  exeretae  the 
MtreceigD  power  of  enacting  aod  repealing  laws. 
Does,  then,  the  Constitution  give  to  the  President 
irf  the  United  States  the  power,  hj  and  with  the 
•df  iee  and  eoDsent  oi  the  Senate,  in  the  form  of 
«  ttMtf,  to  ie^ilate  for  the  people  of  (his  oonn- 
1^,  hf  repeaboff  the  laws  of  Coagrcss  and  enact- 
ing ouen  in  their  stead?  The  question  is  im- 
portant; it  ^oald  be  diieassed  with  temperance, 
«m1  decided  with  firmness.  I  afice  with  my 
JuHMnbla  eoUeayne  (Mr.  Qolo)  tbat  the  pesent 
oceanoD  is  anspieioiu  in  both. 

Itisadmined  oa  bothudeaof  the  Horn  that 
the  treatf  dow  under  eonsidemtioii  is  well  ad- 
Tised,  and  oaght  to  be  carried  into  fall  execution 
oa  the  pert  of  the  United  States.  But  it  is  de- 
ided  bf  the  honorable  membtr  from  Massacho- 
aettt,  (Mb  PiOKBBiiM.)  and  bjr  most  of  those  who, 
on  this  oeeauon,  Tote  with  him,  that  a  law  of 
<3oiwresi  is  necessary  to  give  it  effect,  because 
the  Ceostitvtion  declares  that  the  President  shall 
hare  poweri  bjr  aad  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senators  present  coocur;  aad  tbat 
all  treaties  made,  or  to  be  made,  under  the  au* 
ifaoritjr  of  the  United  Slates,  shall  be  the  supreme 
kw  of  the  land. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  monieipal  law  maia- 
hriaa  its  olkUgBtioa  over  all  those  snbjeets  which 
He  wiilda  its  jnrisdiation,  wd  that  a  treaty  lav^ 
eaferam  iu  uieements  or  eompaeto  only  on  pablic 
iateractiournfiain  which  mnnicipal  nw  cannot 
reach.  AlawofCongresscompelsobedieneetoits 
flnaetmcnts  on  all  snbjeets  oret  which  legislative 

Gvrer  is  granted  to  that  body  by  the  CoDstituUoa; 
t  what  power  is  more  eleuly  granted  than  that 
of  teffolalin^  commereel  And  what  law  is  more 
purely  mnnicipal  than  that  which  {veseribes  the 
sum  ti  money  to  be  paid  on  the  importation  into 
■  tertttory  of  a  partieular  article  of  trade  or  coa- 
msxee  1  It  enters  into  considerations  of  domestic 
policy,  equally  important  md  various.  The 
msls  of  the  citizaas  of  a  State,  both  in  peace' 
mad  war;  the  eiwooragement  of  their  home  man- 
nftetun^  and  geneiaUy  their  whole  domeetie 
eoaoecns,  are  aseoted  by  it.  It  is,  tfaeiefoce,  a  fit 
antjaat  of  nmnieipal  l^islation.  By  whom  then 
iiMwhlegiilstioB  tobaoxenlBed?  TheO«Mti- 
ttte,  in  the  tot  eeetiov  ot  iu  frst  attide,  gives 
answer:  "All  legirfative  powers  herein 
granted  shall  be  rested  in  a  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
4ad  Statca,  whiefa  shall  coasist  of  a  Senate  and 
HoQse  of  Representatives."  The  eighth  section 
of  the  same  article,  which  gnats  to  Congress  the 
fownr  of  deelarii^  war,  raising  and  supporting 
■anaies,  and  coining  money,  grants,  in  terms 
eqnalLy  strong  aad  definite,  the  power  also  of  lay- 
ing duties  nad  regulating  commoroe.  But  it  Is 
contended,  thnt  as  a  treaty  is  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land,  so  it  attaches  to  itself  the  essential 
qnality  of  all  other  law,  that  of  repealing  former 
nws  eooutadieiing  its  eaactments;  and  gentle- 
men have  attcaqtted  to  illustmte  this  position  by 
calling  oor  attention  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and 


H.opft. 


askiag  whether  it  did  not  repeal  the  law  dcelw- 
ing  war  1  I  answer  the  inquiry  in  the  nentivc 
The  aet  of  declaring  war  is,  in  most  limited  Gov- 
ernments, purely  exeoutire.  The  Constitution 
vests  the  exercise  of  tbat  power  in  Coogress.  and 
in  exerting  it  Congees*  acb  rather  executirely 
than  legislatirely.  An  act  dedariog  the  rela- 
tions of  amity  which  bad  existed  between  two 
nations,  to  be  terminated,  may  be  prefhced  with 
a  recital,  that  the  offending  nation  had  commit- 
ted acts  of  hostility  against  the  other,  and.  there- 
fore, that  a  sute  of  war  existed,  as  was  done  at 
the  last  saaslott  of  CongMs^  ia  pnasiog  the  aet  for 
protaeting  the  commerce  of  the  United  Stataa 
against  ine  Algerine  cruisers ;  or,  omitting  a  te- 
eital  in  the  law,  it  may  simply  enaet.  that  a  stale 
of  war  is  decland  to  exist  between  the  twoooon- 
Uies,  leaving  the  poUieation  of  its  causes  to  a 
r^ort  or  manifesto,  as  was  done  in  declaring 
war  against  Great  Britain.  In  ^ther  calk  the 
law  is  purely  declaratory.  It  presupposes  hostile 
acts  to  have  been  committed,  and  does  nothing 
more  than  promulgate,  in  an  official  form,  the 
existing  relations  between  the  Governments  con- 
cerned. An  act  declaring  war  is  in  itH  nature 
also  of  limited  duration.  The  only  l^itimate 
end  of  war  is  peace.  Surely  ft  is  the  only  end 
contemplated  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uaited 
States.  It  is  to  continue  in  fnee  until  relations 
of  amity  dull  be  restored,  in  the  manner  pMnted 
ont  by  the  Ceostitution,  and  no  longer.  When- 
erer  that  event  happens,  the  law  becomes  iaw- 
I^cable,  and  expires  by  its  own  limitation.  A 
treaty  of  peace,  therefore,  does  not  repeal  an  aet 
dceburiag  war. 

Ndihcff  is  a  treatjr  the  sapinme  biw  of  the 
l«kd,  in  the  same  ecnse  ^t  either  the  Coastiln- 
tion  or  an  aot  of  Congress  is  supreme.  The  sec- 
ond paragraph  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution declares  I  "This  Constitution,  and  the 
'  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made 
'  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or 

*  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  ofAt 
'  United  Slates,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
'  land,  and  the  judges  ia  erery  State  shall  be 
'  honnd  thereby  J  uiy  thing  in  the  constituion  or 

*  laws  of  any  Btnte  to  the  oontcarr  notwithsMmd- 
•ing.» 

First,  then,  the  Conetitution  is  sti^ene,  as  be- 
ing thechartek-  of  liberty  proposed  to  riie  pe^e 
of^the  United  Smtcs,  by  their  eonventioo  on  the 
17th  of  Sqiteaabcr.  1787,  and  after  wards  rabfted 
hf  the  fwfU  of  all  the  States,  which  eannot  be 
altered  oy  net  of  Congress,  nor  by  treaty ;  nor  ia 
any  other  manner  than  that  piesevibed  by  the 
Constitution  itself.  It  is  thwefiHrs  superior  In  dw- 
nity  and  anthori^  to  every  etber  law.  Second, 
laws  of  the  United  States,  made  in  pursoaoee  of 
the  CoostitDiion ;  and  third,  treaties  made  nnder 
the  authority  ef  the  United  States,  although  in- 
ferior to  the  Constitution,  are,  within  their  re- 
spective powers  of  making  laws  coacerniog  the 
inleroal,  and  making  compaou  relative  to  the  ex- 
ternal affairs  of  the  country,  supreme  in  compar- 
ison of  the  Censtitotion  aad  laws  »f  aav  Sui^ 
and  binding  upon  the  jndgae  tkeiwf.  Tub  coa- 
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Mrnetion  of  the  CoostitntioD  preservM  the  har- 
mony (tf  all  its  paru.  It  leaves  each  departmeot 
10  act  within  its  own spbere.and coDforms  to  the 
rale  that,  in  expouDdtog  an  instraGient,8Uohcon- 
•Irnetion  shall  be  adopted,  that  all  its  parts  majr 
stand  together,  and  effect  be  given  to  eaeh.  Bnl 
the  cODstraetion,  advocated  hj  thoee  who  op- 
pose the  passage  of  this  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  legislative  ioterferenee  is  anneeessarjr,  is  in 
manifest  cootradietion  of  the  Constitntion  iteelf, 
and  tbe  acknowledged  powers  of  this  House.  If 
the  words  "supreme  law"  are  to  be  applied  in 
preoisehr  tbe  same  sense  to  tbe  ConstitmioD,  to 
acts  of  Coagreaa,  and  to  treaties,  it  follows  that  a 
treaty  is  of  equal  dignity  and  binding  obligation 
to  the  Constitution.  And,  as  a  posterior  law  re- 
peals ail  of  a  prior  date  which  coniradiet  its  en- 
aeimenis,  a  treaty  may  alter,  amend,  or  repeal, 
the  Constitution  itself.  But  the  President  and 
ihirMen  Senators  may  make  a  treaty— therefore 
they  may,  in  the  forin  of  a  treaty,  omke  amead- 
meDts  to  the  CoaaiitntioB  whieh  cannot  be  made 
without  tbe  consent  of  thre«*foartlu  of  the  State* 
in  the  Union.  Their  coDstructioo  is  in  manifest 
violation  also  of  the  acknowledged  powers  of 
Congress.  It  is  edmitted  by  all  that  if  a  treaty 
contain  a  stinalaiiOD,  on  the  part  of  tbe  United 
States,  to  male  a  payment  of  muney,  that  it  can- 
not be  carried  into  effect  without  the  passage  of 
a  law  by  Congress  making  an  appropriation  for 
that  purpose— why  not  1  Will  gentlemen  inform 
me?  Tbe  Constitution  does  not  say  that  an  ap- 
propriation law  shall  be  passed  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives.  No,  sir;  it  only  says, 
"no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  tbe  Treasury 
but  in  consequence  of  appropriation  made  by  law." 
But  if  a  treaty  is  tbe  supreme  law  of  the  land,  ca- 
pable of  altering,  amending,  or  repealing,  the  laws 
of  CoBgreas,  money  drawn  from  the  T^eaaory  in 
«onsequetfce  of  an  appropriation  contained  lo  a 
treaty,  would  be  drawn,  not  only  i^jpUft  but  in 
pursuance  of  the  supreme  law  itseiu  A  conclu- 
sion, fraught  with  such  monstroos  abtnrdity,  has 
not  yet  found  an  advocate  on  this  floor ;  but  such 
is  tbe  inevitable  consequence  of  tbe  construction 
for  whieh  gentlemen  in  the  Opposition  contend. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  asked,  whether  the 
treaty  will  not  be  executed  even  if  Congress  re- 
fuse to  pass  a  law  for  that  purpose.  I  answer  in 
the  negative.  By  tbe  existing  laws,  goods  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  Irom  Great  Britain 
in  American  vessels  pay  a  certain  duly,  and  goods 
imported  in  British  vessels  pay  a  different  duty. 
By  the  treaty  it  is  agreed  that,  io  both  cases,  tbey 
dull  he  ehaijged  with  the  same  duty;  tbe  treaty 
does  not,  neither  coald  it,  determine  what  that 
duty  should  be  j  whether  it  should  be  the  higher 
or  lower  rate,  or  a  modification  of  both;  that  coald 
onl;r  ^  decided  by  muoieipal  law;  to  make  that 
decision  tbe  bill  under  drscussion  is  introduced ; 
legislation  on  the  subject  is  thought  necessary  by 
the  President  himsclt.  In  bis  Message  commu- 
nnieaiiog  tbe  treaty,  be  sayr,  "I  recommend  to 
Congress  such  legislative  provisions  as  the  con- 
ventioQ  Qiiy  call  foj  (1,^  of  the  United 
States."  Sueb  is  not  the  form  in  which  treaties 
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capable  of  exeeuting  themselves  are  commnni- 
eated.  For  a  proof  of  this  I  refer  gentlemen  to  dw 
Presi  den  t*s  Message  at  the  last  senion  of  CoDsra*^ 
announcing  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  wear 
Britain. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  Cmstitntloii,  im 
iu  first  article,  conuins  a  declaration  that  all  le- 
gislative power  shall  be  vested  in  Congress.  The 
eighth  section  of  the  same  article  proceed*  lo  eon- 
merate  the  subjects  over  which  that  power  may 
be  exercised.  *'  Tbe  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  lay  and  collect  uxes,  duties,  impost*,  aod  ex* 
cises."  But  of  what  avail  is  this  power  if  the 
President  and  thirteen  Senators  can,  by  treaty, 
abolish  a  tax  or  duty  laid  by  Congress,  and  estab- 
lish another?  If  they  can  vary  a  tariff  of  duties 
in  any  particular,  they  can  abolish  it  altogether. 
Tbey  can  agree  that  all  goods,  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  tbe  British  domiatons, 
shall  be  admittad  into  the  United  States  free  of 
duty,  in  eoDsideraiion  that  the  Britieh  GoreriH 
ment  will  extend  the  same  privilege  to  Amerleu 
produce  imported  into  Great  Britain ;  or  ie  cod- 
sideraiion  that  the  British  (Sovernmeot  will  grant 
to  the  United  Sutes  the  provinces  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada,  to  be  governed  as  tbe  President 
and  Senate^  or  a*  the  President  alone,  or  as  aay 
other  io  dividual  may  direct;  or  in  coosideratioB 
that  tbe  British  Qovernment  would  pay  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  or  to  the  Paymaster  Geo- 
erat  of  tbe  Army  of  the  United  States,  an  annuity  , 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  disbursed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  for  any  other 
consideration  which  they  might  think  proper  to 
accept. 

"  To  borrow  money  on  tbe  credit  of  tbe  United 
States." 

But  of  what  avail  i*  this  power  if  the  Presideni 
and  Snate  eao  repeal  the  revenue  law*  of  Con- 
gress, enaeled  with  a  view  to  pay  the  intereai  mud 
repay  the  principal  of  money  so  borrowed ;  or  if 
they  can,  by  treaty,  borrow  money  themselves 
and  pledge  the  public  faith,  or  mortgage  the  pub- 
lic lands,  for  its  reimbursement? 

"To  regulate  commerce  with  foref^  oatioas."' 

But  of  what  avail  is  this  power,  it  tbe  Pren- 
dent  and  Senate  can  definitively  agree,  by  treaty, 
with  a  foreign  nation,  what  articles  of  eommeree 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  United  Sutes,  and 
what  excluded ;  what  duties  shall  be  paid,  and 
what  remitted ;  and^  generally,  npon  ail  sobjeets 
relating  to  both  foreign  and  domestic  eommereial 
transactions? 

*'  To  establish  «.  uniform  Yttle  <^  nataralin' 
tion." 

But  of  what  avail  is  this  power,  if  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  can,  by  treaty,  stipulate  that  the 
subjeeu  of  a  foreign  Qovwnmeni,  either  shaU 
not  be  admitted  into  the  United  Sutes,  or,  bnag 
admitted,  shall  not  be  natnralixed,  or  if  they  eaa 
repeal  the  naturalization  laws  eiiacted  by  Gon- 
gretfi,  and  establish  others  contradictory  thereto? 

"To  declare  war." 

Even  this  exalted  attribute  of  sovereignty  isof 
little  imporunce  lo  Congress,  if  the  Presidentaod 
Senate  can,  by  a  treaty  of  alliance  bind  the  Uai* 
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ted  Stales  to  commit  id  net  of  hoaiility  a^iaai 
a  oattoD  with  whieb  we  are  at  peace,  thereby 
prodoeiDg  a  state  of  actual  war  as  effectually  as 
if  deelarad  hy  tbe  Coastitutioaal  organ  of  the 
QoTernmant. 
**  To  niae  and  snppwt  armies." 
But  this  fl^nt  or  pown  may  be  rendered  use- 
lea^  if  iho  Pfcsideat  and  Senate  can,  by  treaty 
atipntecioo,  fix  the  noraber  of  men  to  be  retained 
ni  the  Military  £istabtishment  of  this  and  another 
eonntry,  with  a  view  to  the  mutual  security  of 
both ;  or,  by  a  Ireaiy  of  alliance,  determine  the 
eonliDgeBt  of  force  to  be  furnished  by  the  United 
Sutes  and  the  amt»Bnt  of  subsidy  to  be  reeciTed 
therefor. 

To  provide  and  maintain  a  Nary." 
This  power  also  is  annihilated,  if  the  President 
and  Senate  can  agree  with  the  Government  of 
Mother  nation,  what  smonot  of  naval  force  shall 
be  retained  in  service  by  the  respective  countries. 

The  Coostiiational  power  of  Congress  over 
tke  militia^  if  tbeconstraction  advocated  on  a  for- 
mer oeeasiMi  by  the  gentleman  from  Massaebn* 
•elt%(Mr.  PiouRiiia}tnd  his  political  friends, 
b«  correct, i  which  coDstrneiioii  has  been  saoc- 
tioaed  too  by  the  GoTcromeni  of  more  than  one 
State  io  the  Union.)  is  loocontempltble  to  justify 
•  single  remark  in  regard  to  its  possession. 

In  fine,  there  is  no  legislative  power  granted 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution  which  tbe  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  nfay  not  usurp,  nay,  which  they 
cannot  lawfully  exercise  under  the  construction 
grven  to  that  instromenl  by  the  gentleman  from 
MaflsaebnsHts,  except  perhapa  the  power  of  exer- 
cising ^  exelasive"  fegisklion  over  the  District  of 
Colombia. 

Against  soch  enormous  political  heresy,  I  am 
eoostraioed  to  enter  my  solemn  protest ;  if  it  ever 
receives  thesaoctioo  of  this  Ilonse,  the  charter 
of  Amwicaa  liberty  will  not  be  worth  preserviog; 
the  righfa,  dignity,  and  power  of  this  House,  de- 
rived not  from  sovere^  States,  but  from  a  more 
BoUe  right--tbe  people  themselves,  whose  Rep- 
leaeatativcs  we  are^  whose  wants  and  wishes  the 
CMaiiutioo  presomea  as  better  to  know  than 
uy  other  braoeb  of  the  Government,  and  to  whom 
we  are  aneneUe  for  the  exercise  of  the  power 
eoofided  to  as,  those  rights  will  be  abandoned, 
this  dignity  sullied,  and  oar  power  of  standing 
between  the  people  and  oppression  will  be  gone 
forever.  The  Presideat  and  Senate,  oniting  legis- 
lative authority  to  Executive  patronage,  will 
manage  the  eoneerns  of  tbe  Government  in  their 
own  way,  not  responsible  to  any  earthly  tribnnsl. 

Gentlemen,  however,  have  told  us  not  to  be 
alarraed.  all  is  well,  there  is  no  danger,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senators  are  honorable  men,  good  men 
and  true,  acting  ooder  a  high  responsibility,  with 
wisdom  to  discern,  and  virtue  to  pursue  the  best 
interests  of  the  country.  All  this  may  be  true, 
bat  what  security  have  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
Iheir  seato  will  always  beoeoupied  by  men  of  equal 
merits  1  Kings  have  been  bribed  and  Senates  eor- 
rnpicd ;  what  has  happened  to  the  Chief  Magis- 
nates  and  Sesatorsof  otheragesandn^lioosmay 
peaaibly-  happen  hereafter  ia  o«  own  country* 


Ood  grant  that  it  may  not.  at  least,  that  neither 
we  nor  our  children  to  the  nundredth  fteoeratioQ 
may  see  tbe  evil.  But  should  it  be  the  misfor- 
tune of  the  American  people  to  have  the  admin- 
istration of  their  Government  committed  to  cor- 
rupt hands,  what  incalculable  mischief  would 
not  follow  the  doctrines  of  Presidential  and  Sen- 
atorial l^islative  supremacy  1  If  a  treaty  sbonld 
be  made,  combining  ioits  provisions  all  tbe  usur- 
pation which  I  have  supposed  possible,  accom- 
panied with  circumstances  indicating  the  most 
uoballowed  ambition,  even  tbe  poor  satisfaction  of 
punishing  the  offenders  would  be  denied  to  the 
people.  The  Senate  is  the  sole  judge  of  its  own 
members,  who  are  not  liable  to  impeachment  in 
any  case  whatever,  and  tbe  President,  if  impeach- 
ed, would  be  tried  bjr  judges  ei^ually  criminal  with 
himself;  who,  io  their  Senatorial  capacity, advised 
the  very  act,  for  doing  which  the  Presideat  would 
be  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  their  House.  The  ah* 
surdity  of  such  a  trial  is  too  maoifest  to  require 
comment. 

But  it  is  asked,  is  this  House  infallible  1  Is  it 
proof  against  corrupt  and  ambitions  influence  9 
Is  its  patriotism  above  all  price  ?  I  answer,  thai 
its  numerous  members,  elected  for  a  short  period 
by  tbe  people  themselves,  are  at  least  equally  un- 
likely to  Indulge  projects  of  ambition  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  their  fellow-citizens,  as  the 
members  of  the  Senate,  which  in  practice  is  al- 
most, and  in  theory  altogether,  a  permanent  body. 
Tbe  people  have  therefore  some  additional  security 
in  the  public  virtue  of  this  House  for  at  least  hon- 
est legislation,  which  would  beentirely  withdravm 
by  the  construction  of  the  Constitutiou  agaiost 
which  I  protest.  And  if  it  happen  contrary  to 
my  expectation  that  the  Senate  shall  reject  this 
bill,  which  I  trust  we  shall  shortly  send  to  them 
for  their  cooourreoce,  the  period  will  already  have 
arrived  when  every  barrier  which  this  House  can 
erect  will  be  required  at  our  hands  to  guard  the 
rights  of  the  people  against  the  tyranny  of  Sena- 
torial usurpation. 

But  we  are  again  told  to  quiet  onr  fears,  for 
<^  there  is  do  danger."  Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  one 
of  tbe  first  lessons  taught  me  by  my  parents,  not 
Io  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  "  no  dai^er.**  1  re- 
memba  to  have  read  in  agood  old-fasfatoned  book 
that  it  was  tbe  doctrine  successfully  preached 
by  the  Serpent  to  "  the  mother  of  mankind."  It 
was  in  snbsunee  the  language  used  by  Joab,  who 
too  was  an  honorable  man,  a  chief  and  a  captain 
over  the  host,  while  he  was  preparing  to  plunge 
bis  murderous  weapon  into  the  side  of  Abncr, 
the  SOD  of  Ner ;  and,  in  fine,  it  was  the  laogaage 
of  the  Tories  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  But  it 
never  was  the  language  of  aRevolotionary  Whig. 
When  tbe  British  Government  imposed  a  three- 
penny tea  tax  upon  the  people  of  this  country, 
the  Tories,  or  as  they  cailed  themselves,  the  ImJ' 
alists,  said,  no  danger,"  it  is  an  honorable  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  power  will  not  be  abused.  But 
what  said  the  Wbfgs  1  It  is,  said  they,  tb^  pria- 
ciple,aDd  not  tbe  sura  against  which  weeoutend. 
If  we  abandon  the  principle,  there  is  no  stopping 
point.;  we  shall  be  chained  together  like  oianaelca 
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darts,  and  drirm  whenvtr  our  tiuwten  jdease  to 
•drive  OB.  Smh  too  «m  the  laoguafe  of  Repub- 
lican Wbiga  ia  1796.  And  it  will  be  the  language 
«f  Whiff  priactptes  to  the  ead  of  the  world  ;  ez- 
amiiie  the  page  of  alt  bictorf ,  and  yoa  will  fiod 
Ac  DO  daoger  creed  reoommeDded  by  the  Cati- 
liaee,  AmoIdB,  and  Leonards  of  all  uatioDs,  and 
tetieted  by  thetr  Franklins,  Browns,  and  Jacksons. 
We,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  people's  watchineD; 
their  seQtioels.  It  is  our  duty  to  be  vigilant,  to 
guard  their  liberiies,  >ad  to  sound  ao  alarm  at 
avery  approach  of  danger;  aod,  while  I  have  the 
baaor  to  occupy  this  place,  not  one  jot  nor  one 
tittle  of  their  rights,  nor  of  the  Coastitutional 
|»wer  of  this  House,  shall  be  usuiped  by  the  Sea- 
ate,  ot  any  other  deparbam  of  the  Qoveromnt, 
ny  coosent. 

Mr.  WiLDB  nid  he  Uttle  thoogbt,  when  this 
dabais  eomnwDced,  that  it  would  nave  beu  eon- 
tiBued  so  long,  and  thought  as  little  that,  in  the 
course  of  it,  he  should  have  troubled  the  House 
with  any  remarks.  Till  now,  indeed,  he  had  been 
a  mute,  aa  far  as  be  could  be,  a  patient,  and  he 
helped  not  altogether  inattentive,  listener.  Had 
hit  views  of. the  subject  been  presented  to  the 
House  by  any  other  gentlemao,  he  should  still 
luve  rcmaiDcd  so,  content  to  jprefer,  however 
%noble  the  choice,  the  safety  or  sileace  to  the 
hazards  of  debate.  As  they  bad  not,  be  would 
TNture  to  inCrade  them  as  briefly  as  he  could, 
that  at  least  they  m^bt  not  tire  thoee  whom  they 
did  not  please. 

He  desired  ptevtoiuly,  however,  to  ofier  a  word 
or  two  in  answer  to  some  argtiments  whieli  had 
bean  orgad  in  the  canrsa  of  thia  dtieimion.  It 
kad  faaan  aid  by  the  gentltmlta  fnun  Soath  Car- 
diaa,  (Vr.  GalhodhJ  that  the  bill  upon  your 
a^la  is  uueccsiary,  beeauae  aa  act  was  passed 
at  the  last  session  rep«Uing  our  diacrimiaating 
ditties  as  to  all  nations  who  should  repeal  their 
discriminating  duties  as  to  us.  Now,  sir,  asked 
Iff.  W.,  what  evidence  have,  we  that  Qreat  Brit- 
ain has  repealed  her  discriminatiog  duties  as  to 
as  9  The  trealyj  iadeed,  provides  that  she  shall 
4o  so,and  there  is  no  doubt  it  will  be  dooe.  But 
at  prtseot,  sir,  they  are  merely  suspended  by  the 
Qcder  in  Council  of  the  17tb  of  August,  which 
«e  have  seen  in  the  Bswapapera,  and  which  does 
ttot  refer  either  to  the  words  or  the  date  of  the 
tieaiy,aud  can  as  little  be  connected  with  tbe  law 
of  the  last  session.  On  the  ooatmry,  its  duration 
is  limited  to  six  weeks  after  the  commeaaement 
of  «M  next  sesaioB  of  Parliament,  punting  avi- 
dantly  to  a  r^eal  of  those  duties  by  act  of  Par- 
Jisaaeat  b^rc  the  expiration  of  that  period ;  and, 
hf  aad  by,  we  shall  see  the  act  repealing  thoae 
dvties,  which  it  is  necessary  should  be  asolishad 
iMlora  the  law  of  the  last  session  can  operate 
4Ewtuaily.  Farther,  sir,  a  strict  examiaatioa  of 
tut  law  will  show  that,  however  it  might  have 
been  iotmded,  its  words  fairly  interpreted,  reach 
only  to  goods,  warts,  and  mercfaandise,  the  growth 
or  produce  of  the  foreign  nation,  aod  not  to  the 
ahi^  or  vessels  in  which  tbey  may  be  imported; 
Tbilst  th«  convention  stipulates  that  all  discrimi- 
nation as  to  both  shall  be  at  an  end.  The  law  of 
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the  last  sesrieai  therefore,  is  not  ao-menstva  vMk 
the  stipulations  of  the  convention,  and  aannot 
supersede  the  necessity  of  the  present  bill.  Bat 
the  passage  of  that  very  law,  sir,  fumishse  an  ar- 
gument against  the  doctrines  of  the  gendsaaoa 
who  have  alluded  to  it,  so  far  as  any  aqgament 
can  be  drawn  from  the  practice  and  opiaiona  of 
the  last  Congress.  If  they  believed,  as  the  gen- 
tlemen do,  tut  the  President  and  Senate  had  tba 
power  of  making  a  treaty  which  should  have  the 
force  of  a  law  in  repealing  those  duties,  why  was 
it  necessary  to  pass  a  law  providing  for  their 
peal?  Evidently,  air,  it  would  not  have  been 
thou^t  necessary ;  for,  according  to  such  a  ut^ 
posttioQ,  they  must  have  believed  the  President 
and  Senate  had  this  power  indepadcat  of  all 
law.  ^eir  passing  this  law,  therefore,  is  the 
sU-oogcst  proof  thar  eouLd  have  given  as  of  thair 
belief  that  the  President  and  Senate  had  not  tbm 
power. 

Mr.  W.  said,  if  he  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr,  Piokbbimg)  eorractlf, 
he  undertook  to  show,  bv  the  uniform  practice  m 
this  Gh)verament  since  ine  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, that  laws  had  not  been  passed  to  oirry^ 
treaties  into  effect,  except  where  an  ap[»opriation 
of  money  was  required,  and  he  thence  inferred, 
that  laws  for  that  purpose  had  not  been  deemed 
necessary.  Mr.  W.  declared  be  had  examined  all 
the  treaties  which  had  been  made,  and  the  laws 
which  have  beeo  passed  regarding  them,  in  con- 
junction with  bis  friend  and  colleague  who  re- 
ported this  bill  to  the  House,  and  who  gav«  a 
brief  statement  of  the  nature  of  the  treaties  -made 
and  the  laws  passed,  and  of  the  evident  reasons 
why,  in  certain  eases,  laws  had  not  been  thonght 
necessary.  His  coUaagna  certainly  did  not  go 
into  details,  because  with  snoh  sulgaets  every 
member  of  the  House  was  presumed  to  be  a^ 
quaiated ;  but  the  result  of  their  examination  was 
a  conviction  in  them  both,  that  whenever  lawa 
had  not  been  passed  ia  oonKurmity  with  ike  atij^ 
ulatioDs  of  a  treaty,  it  was  geneially,  if  not  uni- 
versally, because  those  aiipuIatioDB  did  not  toaeh 
any  of  the  objects  committed  exclusively  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  Congress;  or,  in  other  words,  did 
not  require  the  enactment  any  new,  or  Ike 
change  of  any  old,  municipal  r^ulation.  To 
enter  into  an  exanunation  and  comparison  oi 
those  laws  and  treaties  now,  would,  Mr.  W.  ob- 
served, be  to  inflict  more  upon  the  patieneeof  the 
House  than  it  would  be  willing  to  endnra.  U; 
however,  a  positive  precedent  upon  his  pan  was 
demandedi  he  would  lay  his  hand  npon  it  at  oaoej 
and  it  was  not  the  less  welcome,  to  him  at  laut, 
on  account  of  its  having  been  esubliahed  dnriiHr 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Jeffnson,  a  poiod  of 
what  he  had  bean  aceostomed  to  coasidcr  as  aor>- 
rect  iwinciples.  It  wns  the  atroager,  becanse  Hr. 
Jefferson,  when  Secretary  of  SOile,  is  said  to  hare 
maiouined  the  opinion  bow  supported  by  the 
aeotlemeo  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House. 
The  Louisiana  convention,  Mx.  W.  said,  was  open 
before  him,  and  he  fmind  these  a  stipalation  upon 
the  very  same  subject,  and  in  form  not  very  cn- 
tike  that  of  the  treaty  now  under  diaeassiM. 
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That  stipolauoD  pnmAtd  Smt  Um  ■dmiMioi  of 
Fitneb  aocl  Spanish  tcsmIs  into  the  port  of  New 
OdaHs  for  twdn  yaars,  upon  the  same  footiag 
as  Amerioao  Tcesck;  the  uw  whieh  ms  pnsssd 
en  that  occasion  did  eeatain  a  pcoruioo  to  the 
sanM  eSeet.  [Here  Mr.  Wiuia  read  the  law  aad 
the  eoBTeotioa.j 

The  bill  before  foa,  Mr.  W.  reaurked,  has  been 
eaUed  "  the  echo  of  the  treaty,  its  refteoted  inace, 
its  twin  brother."  Ua  woi^  ask,  If  this  lawud 
tiw  artioW  lo  iheLouisiajia  ocarantioa  are  not  at 
least  of  the  same  {amUjr,  and  as  lUe  oae  uiotber 
as  iSabneliaB  and  Tiola? 

Bavioff  Biada  this  raplf  to  sonae  of  the  argu^ 
loaals  of  others,  Mr.  W.  said  he  wMld  bow  pr»* 
ecad  to  afier  a  few  otJm  own. 

If  iw  bad  not  miseoBoeiTed  sont  of  the  re< 
marks  of  the  g«Dtleoua  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
PuwiUT,)  it  was  admitted,  that  a  trealy  mwht 
be  cithM  self-executorjr,  or  aa^ht  require  a  law 
to  carry  it  imo  effect.  He  agreed  perfectly  in 
thiit  opinioa.  hut  no  rales  had  been  funiished  for 
deeidiag  what  treaties  were  lelf-exeeatory,  and 
what  reqaired'taws  to  aesiat  th<»ir  operation ;  wiib- 
oac  Bueb  rales,  it  woold  be  imBossible  to  datar- 
laioe  the  pceseot  qaettioo,  whim  is,  to  what  class 
doea  this  treaty  belong? 

What  ibe  hand  of  a  master  negleeted  to  per- 
form,  either  bacaose  his  eye  was  fixed  spoD  gtealer 
ol^eets,  or  beeaose  he  deemed  it  anworihy  of  hia 
geoias,  the  hand  of  a  noviea  might  raoiare  to 
attonpt;  for,  if  he  tailed,  he  tbrfeitcd  nothing 
bat  •  ri^ntalioa  which  it  Dot  worth  presarring, 
while  if  be  soeceed,  he  ae^oires  all  he  can  evar 
h0|ie  for— the  praise  of  being  useful.  The  rule 
vfcieh  he  would  ofiar  was  probably  sot  soefa  « 
«ae  aa  the  gantlenan  himself  would  have  given ; 
certainly  not  as  good  an  one,  possibly  little  baiter 
than  no  role  at  all.  He  offered  it  net  withoni 
heiilation,  and  it  was  simply  this : 

That  where  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty  relate 
efitiiely  to  objects  purely  intaraatioael  or  exlra- 
tenilorial,  then  they  are  s^-exeeutory,  or  at  most 
require  aothiog  more  than  an  exertion  of  the  fix- 
eeutire  at  judicial  powers  to  carry  them  into 
effeec  Bat  that  where  they  relate  solely  to  oh- 
iaata  intra- territorial,  objcets  purely  of  munieipal 
lafislatire  juriadietiDn,  there  they  require  the 
aiBwlioa  of  the  munieipal  legialatiire  authorily  m 
■aust  iheir  ffperttion. 

Td  tbe  first  darn  beloagfMl  eonTentiuw  rej^a- 
tisf  the  raciivoeal  rights  and  duties  of  nations, 
wkea  oae  ef^lhem  sbU  he  beUi|^Mnt  and  the 
atbcr  aeutraUindaduig  the  deftnUion  of  blockade, 
of  eeotrabaad  of  war,  of  eoemy's  fwoperty,  of  ibe 
ri|^t  of  searchj  bud  aif  ell  ether  questtons  eoming 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admiralty  or  mari- 
time courts  of  either  nation,  sitting  under  and 
proEesaiag,  at  least,  to  decide  according  to  the  au- 
thotity  of  national  Jaw.  In  the  same  class  were 
indaded  all  treaties  merely  of  oeaee.  As  to  these 
the  President  and  Senate  ratify  the  treaty.  The 
President,  as  Commander-in-Chief,  can  snspmd 
hostilities,  and  the  tribanab  of  prixe  are  compe- 
tent to  do  the  rest. 

To  the  second  class  he  would  reCer  all  treaties, 


eonvMtioos,  and  agreemeacp,  having  solely  £tr 
their  o^ect  a  cban^  either  leoiproeal  or  otber- 
wLse,  of  any  regulauons  merely  manicipal,  in  one 
or  both  coantries.  If  the  change  was  to  be  recip- 
rocal, according  to  bis  idea,  it  would  require  the 
intcrpoeiiion  of  the  L^isnlure  of  each  country 
revpectirely ;  if  it  is  not  to  be  reciprocal,  it  wouM 
require  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature  of  that 
country  only  in  which  the  chuga  was  to  be 
effected. 

Further,  air,  said  Mr.  W.  traatia*  may  be  mixed 
or  eonpouaded  of  atipulaiions,  raUtiag  to  olyeet^ 
some  of  which  bdoag  to  one  elaas  and  mne  to 

the  other. 

Of  this  dcaeriplioa  are  treaties  of  gnaranlee,  of 
alliance,  of  enba^,  of  cestton,  of  bonndarin,  aad 
n»ny  others  which  I  will  not  attempt  to  enme- 
mie.  So  fiir  as  theee  relate  to  oqecla  porriy 
intematioaal,  they  are  aelf-execittory,  or,  at  all 
events,  may  be  executed  without  the  aid  of  the 
letrislatire^  power.  Bat  so  far  as  they  eoaeem 
objeets  solely  of  muaicipal  legidation,  so  fiir  they 
lequire  the  aid  of  the  legislative  authority  to 
carry  them  into  effecL  If  the  terms  are  recipro- 
cal, they  will  require  reciprocal  legislation  in 
each  country,  respectively,  so  &r  as  they  relate 
to  the  latter  class  of  objeota.  If  they  are  not  re- 
ciprocal, they  will  require  legislation  in  tbateotm- 
try  only  where  municipal  regnlatioiu  are  to  be 
altered  or  a^lad.  * 

Tbas  a  liaaty  mwely  of  gnarsatee  or  allianee, 
bttwecn  two  Batitma^  both  «  whom  ace  at  peaee, 
is  selPexeeatocy ;  it  is  {lerfccted  by  the  exMange 
of  ratificatioiu.  In  objeets  are  purely  interna- 
tional, and  requin  no  legislatiMi,  because  they 
require  no  new  mnnieipiu  regvlatioDs,  ■ciAer 
do  they  rtquin  the  change  w  any  already  in 
existence. 

Bat  if  such  a  treaty  stipulate  that  one  or  both 
parties  shall  miae  and  keep  up  a  eeruin  Dumber 
of  troops,  this  stipulatioD,  if  it  be  reciprocal,  meet 
be  legislated  npon  in  both  eonotries ;  if  not  recip- 
rocal, it  mnst  be  legislated  upon  in  that  CQUiUcy 
which  is  to  keep  up  the  troops,  because  as  to  Umt 
country  the  olueot  of  the  (renty  m  a  manteipal 
r^inlation. 

As  to  a  treaty  of  subsidy,  that  too  would  require 
legialatioa  in  toe  cowitry  pnying  the  subsidy,  be* 
oauae  the  ^pmpriuiea  «  money  ia  a  mBBioipal 
regulation. 

With  regard  to  treaties  of  aUiuiae.  wkh  a  na- 
tion already  ei^aged  in  a  war.  aa  weU  aa  to  trea- 
ties of  ceseioai  tmS  bnandary,  tney  are  eequiied  to 
becoosideredas  with  relation  to  the  oitent  of  the 
power  vtMed  in  the  amhority  making  ^*tn,  as 
with  fctetien  to  the  objeets  of  the  treaties  them- 
selves. If  the  same  authority  whioh  is  invemed 
with  the  power  itf  making  treiuies,  posseaees  also 
the  power  of  declaring  wnr,  then  that  au^ority 
may  make  a  trmty  of  alliance  with  a  nation  ac- 
tuallr  engaged  in  a  war.  But  if  the  power  of 
mdiing  trmties  and  of  declaring  war  is  not  bdged 
in  the  same  hands,  tbn  the  antberity  of  the  treaty- 
nmking  power  does  net  exieml  to  such  a  case ; 
because  to  make  a  treaty  ef  alliance  with  a  nmiea 
engaged  in  war,  i*  to  mas  war  on  thetaemy  of 
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diat  DBtioo*.  Breoif  the  treaty-making  power  ia 
also  iDTested  with  the  power  of  declarioff  war, 
■till  all  the  stipulations  of  any  treaty  of  alliance 
which  it  may  make  with  a  belligerent  nation,  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  raising  troop?,  paying 
money,  or  toother  objects  of  municipal  regola- 
lioD,  so  far  will  the  stipulations  of  snob  a  treaty 
reqaire  legitlatire  interposition  to  carry  them  into 
•fleet.  On  the  other  hand,  so  far  as  such  stipala- 
tima  eoDcera  objects  merely  international  aod 
extn  territorial,  so  far  they  are  self-execatory,  or, 
at  all  ereots,  may  be  executed  by  the  execotire 
and  judicial  powera,  without  any  legislaiire  as- 
sistance. 

With  reference  to  treaties  of  boundary  and 
cca^A,  be  would  say,  that  if  the  treaty-making 
power  of  a  nation  is  coostitutionatly  aathorixed 
to  fix  its  boundaries  or  cede  any  part  of  its  terri* 
tory  by  treaty,  and  does  by  treaty  contract  its 
boundaries  or  cede  a  part  of  its  territory,  such 
treaty  is  seir-ezecutorr.  If  by  a  treaty  of  cession 
or  boiaodary  it  extends  the  limits  of  the  nation, 
or  acquires  new  territories,  such  a  treaty,  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  objects  merely  municipal,  will  re- 
quire legislation;  your  laws,  ciril  aod  criminal, 
eaottot  be  czleodcd  orer  it  merely  by  treaty. 

To  decide  how  tu  uy  treaty, ana  particularly 
the  treatjr  before  requires  Iqpslatire  antstance 
to  carry  it  into  effect,  we  matt  ascertaio  first,  the 
Constitutional  extent  of  the  treaty-making  power 
oyer  the  objects  of  that  treaty;  and  secondly, 
bow  far  the  treaty  stipulations  concern  such  ob- 
jects as  are  purely  International,  and  are  for  this 
reason  self-executory;  and  how  far  these  siipa- 
latloBs  relate  to  objects  municipal  and  intra-ter- 
ritoriai,  and  therefore  cannot  execute  themsetres 
or  be  executed  without  legislatire  interposition. 

The  President  and  Senate  hare  power  to  make 
treaties ;  this  is  said  to  mean  all  treaties— treaties 
of  commerce  as  well  as  the  rest.  Qranted.  Still 
this  does  not  decide  the  question.  These  treaties 
when  made  may  be  either  self-executory,  or  they 
nay  rcqnire  the  aid  of  laws  toearry  them  into  ex- 
centioo.  Ofwbiebelasa  is  this  treaty?  What  are 
the  objects  of  some  of  its  stipnlations  9  Are  they 
purely  international  or  municipal?  Extra  or 
intra^territorial  ?  They  relate  to  the  equalization 
of  duties.  Can  anything,  he  asked,  be  so  entirely 
an objectof  municipal  regulation  1  Can  anything 
be  more  completely  iotra-territorial? 

Let  us  consider,  said  Mr.  W.  the  nature  of  the 
treaty-making  power.  Is  it  a  power  to  pledge 
the  faith  of  the  nation,  to  anythinj;  or  to  every- 
thing; possible  or  impossible?  Eridently  not. 
It  is  a  power  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  for 
the  performance  of  such  things  only  as  are  natu- 
rally and  constitutionally  possible.  Is  it  a  power 
to  pledge  the  failh  of  the  nation  absolutely  and 
without  qualification  in  ail  cases  7  Or  only  ah- 
idniely  in  some  cases  and  qualified  in  others? 
Certainly  the  latter.  And  this  aeemed  to  him 
the  diitinclion.  The  treaty-making  power  is 
autboriied  to  pledge  the  faitn  of  the  nauon  abso- 
Intely  for  the  performaneaof  all  stipolatious  purely 
inteinattonal  or  ezu»-ierritoria],  because  these 
art  either  self-exaeatory,  and  an  in  fast  partly 
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executed  by  the  ezofaange  of  ratifteations,  as  ia  a  I 
treaty  of  peace;  or  tbey  depend  for  their  execu- 
tion on  the  executive  and  judicial  powers,  which 
are  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  as  in  the  restorstira 
of  prizes  captured  after  the  cessation  of  hMtfliiieaj 
as  10  the  decision  Of  contraband,  enemy's  property, 
blockade,  the  right  of  search,  the  ehan^te  of  pro- 
perty, and  all  other  questions  of  marittnte  jurit- 
diction.  But  as  to  alt  olijeets  of  mere  mnnfei^ 
regulatioo,  it  is  not  authorized  to  pledge  the  ftuth 
01^ ihe  nation  absolutely  and  without  qoalifieatioa, 
because  these  are  to  be  effected  only  by  law3,aM 
cannot  make  laws,  though  it  can  make  treaties. 
But  this  treaty  is  a  law,  and  the  aapreme  law. 
The  answer  was  easy— it  had  been  given  a  dozen  . 
times.   If  the  President  and  Senate  could  legit- 
late  by  treaty  upon  one  object,  purely  municipsl 
and  iatra-territorial,  they  coul  d  ra:i9late  by  tresi^ 
upon  all  objects  purely  muQic^ipafaod  inira-tOTi* 
torial.   They  could  lay  taxes  by  treaty,  nhe 
troops  by  treaty,  in  short,  exercise  tbe  whole 
tatire  authority  of  the  country  by  treaty.  Woat 
then  became  of  the  distinction  that  has  been  takea 
between  treaties  self-executory  and  treaties  wbiek  I 
require  laws  to  carry  them  into  execution  1  One 
or  the  other  ground  most  be  abandoned.  Bidia 
treaties  operate  as  laws  upon  all  objects  purely 
mnnicipal  and  intra-territorial,  or  npoa  noae.  If 
upon  an,  every  treaty  is  self«xeentory.  If  npoa  : 
none,  then  every  treaty  operating  upon  such  ob-  | 
jecis  requires  aiaw  to  give  it  effect.  Bat  no  ob- 
ject can  he  more  completely  monieipal  and  Intra- 
territorial,  than  the  objects  of  this  irMt^r*  What 
;  can  be  more  entirely  an  object  of  municipal  regu- 
lation than  the  imposition  of  duties  ?  What  more 
completely  intra-territorial  than  the  execution  «f 
those  duties  in  our  own  ports?  Barely  thai  a  ; 
law  ia  necessary. 

In  support  of^the  position  that  a  treaty  i*"!**  | 
of  the  land,  and  a  supreme  law,  an  article  of  tw  ! 
Constitution  had  been  quoted,  and  some  atress 
laid  upon  tbe  argument.  If  that  article  a  accn- 
rately  examined,  it  would  be  found  to  refer  only 
to  the  States.  The  judges  in  every  Bute  shall 
be  bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  Constitution 
anid  laws  of  any  State  to  tbe  contrary  notwiih- 
standing."  If  the  framers  of  the  Constiinrioa 
had  intended  that  a  treaty  should  control  acts  ot 
Congress,  would  they  not  have  added  "  anyibiag 
containea  in  any  act  of  Congress  to  the  eootrirf 
nolwithsUnding?"  Could  anything  be  more  ob- 
vious? But  it  had  been  said,  also,  that  a  treaty 
could  repeal  a  law,  and  the  Treaty  of  Peace  was 
triumphantly  appealed  to  as  evidence  of  the  fact- 
It  is  asked,  Did  not  the  Treaty  of  Peace  repeal 
the  law  declaring  war?  Mr.  W.  atiswered,  if  tt 
did,  stilt  it  would  not  affect  his  position,  which 
was,  that  no  treaty  could  repeal  any  r^nlttion 
merely  municipal.  Was  war  a  mere  municipal 
r^olaiion  ?  According  to  what  law  is  it  to 
deelarad  aod  waged  ?  By  what  law  is  it  r«ga' 
lated  ?  Certainly  the  law  of  nationa.  Can  aoT 
object  be  merely  municipal  which  is  'rwcl*'^ 
eoiirely  by  tbe  law  of  nations?  Certaialfo^ 
There  were  writers  on  national  laws  vb«a 
works  were  confiacd  to  a  eossideraiion  of  »e 
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TiglUB  <tf  mr  and  mee.  Bir.  W.  admitted  that 
laiNiig  tnw^  and  nony  to  wage  war,  were 
aere  municipal  n^bliont,  bat  raising  troops 
was  DOt  waging  war.  It  was  Irne  also  that  war 
mjr  be  eitlwr  extra  or  intra-territorial.  Still  he 
wonld  ioqaire  bjr  what  law  was  it  regulated  t 
Was  it  an  international  or  mnaiei[>al  object? 
Bat  he  did  not  by  any  means  admit  that  the 
Treaiv  of  Peace  repealed  the  law  declaring  war. 
He  bfid  thai  a  law  could  be  repealed  only  by  a 
law.  He  said  that  the  law  declaring  war  ex- 
jMred  by  its  own  limitatioD,  as  soon  as  peace  was 
cooeloded.  What  was  the  meaning  of  the  law 
deeiariog  war  %  He  spiolEe  ooi  of  its  words,  but 
iu  effeeis.  Simply  thist  **War  is  hereby  de- 
alared  against  Great  Britain,  and  shall  be  waged 
aad  eontinne  until  peace  is  made  Would  it 
admit  aay  other  meaning?  Bat  if,  as  geatlemeo 
aoMoae,  the  Treaty  oi  Peaee  operated  by  re- 
pealing the  act  declaring  war,  then  nothing  more 
wma  nceesnry  than  to  repeal  that  act,  in  order  to 
be  at  peace.  He  one*  indeed  had  heard  a  great 
Maeeadroeate  jocularly  maintain  this  opinion. 
Bat  be  imagined  it  would  not  be  grarely  assert- 
ed. No,  undoubtedly,  would  be  the  reply  ;  for 
the  eooseat  of  a  foreign  nation  would  be  waat- 
ingk  Well,  then,  Mr.  W.  added,  he  could  say, 
CTen  with  the  consent  of  that  foreign  nation,  a 
repeal  of  the  law  deeJaring  war,  would  not  make 
poMe,  because  that  would  be  to  transfer  the 
powoT  of  making  peace  from  the  President  and 
twO'thirds  of  the  Senate  to  the  President  and  a 
km  majority  of  both  Houses.  If,  then,  repealing 
die  law  declaring  war,  eren  with  the  consent  of 
Ike  foreign  nation  to  make  peace,  would  not  hare 
plaond  OB  in  B  sute  ttf  peace,  how  eoald  it  be 
aid  that  the  Treaty  of  Peace  operated  by  repeid- 
ing  the  act  declaring  war  1 

Mr.  W.  said  thore  was  one  view  taken  of  this 
sobjeet  by  the  geatlemsn  from  Tirgioia,  (Mr, 
Tm)us)--he  would  call  him  his  friend,  if  their 
intimacy  admitted  the  expression,  for  he  should 
think  himself  honored  by  the  friendship  of  the 
gen  tUmaa— which  he  would  attempt  to  enlarge. 

If  a  daty  might  be  repealed  by  treaty,  the 
whole  of  oar  duties  might  be  so  repealed.  The 
eotamiasioBerB  who  made  this  treaty,  had  their 
instriictioos  admitted,  might  have  stipulated  that 
ail  American  vessels  ana  goods  should  be  duty 
free  in  Bngiand:  all  Bogush  vessels  and  goods 
doty  free  in  the  United  Stniea.  Hera  wonldhaTe 
been  twelve  or  thirteen  millions  of  your  rcvenoe 
swept  away  at  oasc ;  and  as  thnt  rereoiie  is 
pledged,  yon  wonld  have  been  eompdled  to  pro- 
vide other  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
creditor. 

Having  answered  several,  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
would  in  turn  ask  one  question  of  the  gentlemen 
on  the  opposite  side.  A  distinction  bad  been 
taken  between  treaties  requiring  an  appropriation 
of  money,  aud  others,  because  the  article  in  the 
Constitution  is  restrictive:  "No  money  shall  be 
drawn  iVom  the  Treasury,  but  in  consequence  of 
appropriations  made  by  law."  Whenever  money 
was  wanted,  therefore,  it  seemed  to  be  cooeedcd 
a  law  must  be  passed;  wherooa  the  oitiele  ieln> 


ring  to  commerce  being  merely  permissive,  no 
law  was  thought  necesssry.  Now  the  power  to 
regolste  commerce  and  lo  make  war  were  given 
to  Congress  in  the  same  form  of  words.  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  regulate  eommeree; 
Congress  shall  bare  power  to  declare  war.  Their 
powers  over  these  objects  must  be  coextensive. 
He  would  ask  if  the  President  and  Senate,  under 
the  general  treaty-making  power,  were  author- 
ized to  eater  into  a  treaty  of  alliance,  offensive 
and  defensive,  with  a  foreign  nation  actually 
engaged  in  war?  If  tbey  were,  then  all  the 
most  essential  powers  of  the  (Sovernmeot  be- 
longed to  them ;  tbey  could  make  war  by  treaty ; 
they  could  make  peace  by  treaty;  they  could 
raise  and  keep  up  troops  by  treaty ;  tbey  could 
lay  aad  collect  taxes  by  treaty,  and  repMl  them 
by  treaty ;  provide  for  calling  oot  the  militia  by 
treaty ;  and  when  gentlemen  prided  themselves 
in  the  cheek  that  they  could  not  appropriate 
money  by  treaty,  they  had  fo»otten  that  they 
could  borrow  money  on  the  cr^it  of  the  United 
States  by  treaty. 

For  bis  own  i>art,  Mr.  W.  did  not  think  they 
could  do  any  ot  those  things,  and  he  should  be 
sorry  if  they  could;  and  be  did  not  think  so  be- 
cause  he  believed  the  sound,  the  true,  the  safe, 
and  honest  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  to 
be,  that  whatever  any  branch  of  the  G^vemment 
eonM  not  constitutionally  do  directly,  it  conld  not 
do  indirectly ;  and  as  the  President  and  Senate 
could  not  make  war  directly,  or  regulate  com- 
merce directly,  they  i»uld  not  make  war  by 
traaty,  nor  rwiUte  commerce  (so  far  as  it  was 
municipal  and  intn-territorial)  br  treaty. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  commere^ 
ba^  beoi  called  a  residuary  power,  a  power  to 
regulate  such  parts  of  commerce  as  have  not  been 
regulated  by  treaty.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
term  residuary  power.  He  would  admit  it  to  be 
a  residuary  power,  but  he  said  it  was  a  power  to 
rwnlate  such  parts  of  commerce  as  could  oot  be 
effectually  regulated  by  treaty.  Such  parts  as 
require  other  sanctions  than  tbo^e  of  the  law  of 
nations  to  enforce  them.  The  President  andSen- 
ate,  Mr.  W.  said,  had  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce by  treaty,  so  far  as  it  was  purely  interna- 
tional and  extra-territorial.  Congress  had  power 
to  regulate  commerce  by  law,  so  far  as  ft  was 
purely  municipal  and  intra-territorial. 

The  President  and  Seoate  could  not  lay  or  re- 
peal duties  by  treaty.  Congress  could  not  extend 
or  limit  the  right  of  search,  or  the  definition  of 
Uoekade,  or  contraband,  by  law.  Thas  each  hod 
its  proper  objects,  and  over  those  objects  tbe  an- 
thority  of  each  was  complete. 

But  the  treaty-making  power  necessarily  in- 
cludes tbe  power  of  pledging  the  national  faith 
qualifiedly,  that  certain  acta  shall  be  done  which 
its  own  authority  is  not  of  itself  competent  to  do. 
If  it  does  so  pledge  the  national  foiih  for  tbe  peiv 
formance  of  such  acts,  then  it  was  for  that  pomr 
whose  aid  is  required  to  effect  tbem,  to  say  how 
far  it  will  redeem  tbe  pledge.  Tbe  form  of  the 
stipulation,  Mr.  W.  contended,  makes  no  differ- 
ence. Ponigo  nations  treat  with  us  with  n 


Digitized  by 


Google 


<S1 


HIBTDRT  OF  OOKOBSSS. 


H.orK. 


uMnMfW  IMA  vmB  XVIVIiM. 


knmriedge  of  oar  CTooitilaCioH,  uaA  tho  sU pda^ 
tioDB  of  R  treaty  are  ondeistood  whh  T^erenee 
to  GofuUtntiout  powers.  Tke  pledge  giTM  bj 
a  treaty  is  aoderstood  to  be  a  pledge  to  do  aU 
which  the  tRaty*makiag  power  can,  of  itself, 
perfitrm,  and  to  eaose  to  be  done,  if  poariUe,  by 
the  other  departments  of  the  Gkirernmen^  wnac- 
ever  its  own  power  is  not  oompeient  to  do. 

A  treaty,  to  be  sore,  had  been  said  to  repeal 
a  law,  and,  therefore,  it  would  be  said  tiMt  the 
treaty- malcioi^  power  has  in  this  inauinee  stipu- 
lated for  notbii^  more  than  it  was  competent  of 
itaelf  to  perform.  If  a  treaty  could  repeal  one 
law,  it  can  repeal  another;  if  it  could  ropeal 
flome,  it  can  repeal  sdl ;  for  he  called  upon  gen- 
tlemen to  reeolfeet  what  was  to  clearly  and  foi^ 
•ibly  demoiutiated  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowhimu^  that  the  restrict) oos 
•ontained  in  the  Conatitntion  ware  reatrtctiou  oa 
the  power  of  Coagiess,  not  reatriotioii*  on  the 
Ireftty'making  power. 

He  would  add  nothing  further.  He  had 

Eromised  not  to  tire  the  House ;  aad  yet,  though 
e  had  ody  throvn  out  hints  rather  than  a^u- 
menis,  he  waa  afraid  that  promiN  was  already 
broken. 

Mr.  SHBPraT  said,  he  was  persuaded  that  the 
House  was  already  fatigued  with  the  protracted 
disoussioQ  which  this  subject  had  undergone.  He 
ahoold,  therefore,  in  delivering  his  sentiments,  be 
as  brief  as  was  io  his  power.  It  was  mo»t  unques- 
tionaUy  true,  as  had  btea  suted,  Uiat  the  inquiry 
which  it  behooved  Ihe  House  to  make,  was  not 
what  oiuht  to  be  the  proper  distinction  of  the 
powers  of  the  Constttatiom  but  what  tlMy  really 
wa.  If  the  eompnhensiTe  and  ftlmoat  unlimited 
pow«  contended  for,  was  exolariv^  vasied  in 
the  President  and  Senate^  it  bttame  the  dotr  ctf 
the  House,  in  obediance  to  the  supreme  will,  to 
yield  a  ready  neqaieaeence.  But  he  thoaght  it 
not  unreasonable  to  contend,  that  unless  that 
power  was  dearly  granted,  and  in  terms  wholly 
UDequirocal,a  diwrentcourse ought  to  Jk  adopted. 
If  there  was  a  rational  doubt,  or  an  apparrat  oen- 
fliet  in  the  difiwent  parts  of  the  Constitution,  as 
it  respeeiB  the  subject  before  the  House,  that  con- 
siruetion  ou^t  to  be  given  which  baat  con  ports 
with  the  ^irit  and  eenitis  of  the  Government, 
and  preserves  the  salutary  chedcs  which  have 
been  provided  minat  the  abuse  of  power. 

The  tendiDgnttaMs  of  this  Constitutioft,  said 
Ur.  8*,  are  strongly  and  distinotly  marked,  its 
prinaipal  chametensties  consist  in  a  ^ributlen 
of  its  pewttis  to  diiiennt  dcfnrtmenls.  and  in  such 
an  OTCausttiui  of  eneh  as  teads  to  eneek  abnsea. 
The  legislative,  exteutire,  aad  jtidieial  powers 
are  coafided  to  different  puUte  agents,  who,  in 
the  exercise  of  their  respective  functions,  act  as 
checks  npon  each  other.  The  legislative  power 
is  so  otgaioiEed  as  to  aSbrd  great  security  against 
the  adoption  of  improper  measures.  In  the  ordi- 
nary course  oC  legislation,  no  act  is  binding  on 
the  nation  until  it  has  received  the  assent  of  a 
majority  of  the  Repesentatives  of  the  people  and 
of  the  Slates;  and,  likewise,  the  assent  of  the 
President,  the  representative  of  both.  Sorely, 
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then,  it  is  net  unreasonable  to  eeotaad  (intiie 
atassnce  of  any  poutive  provuion)  that  a  treaty, 
B»de  by  the  President  aad  Senate^  embiaeii^  toe 
same  nbjeets,  eonfided  to  the  L^tsUtare  in  dis- 
tinct terms,  ought  not  to  have  the  foree  of  a  law, 
which  has  received  the  a«)fobation  of  alltheaon- 
stitueut  branches  of  the  legislative  power. 

Before  be  proceeded  further,  Mr.  8.  said,  he 
wt^ed  to  be  distinctly  understood.  He  did  aat 
mean  to  contend  that  the  House  o{  BepreseMk 
lives  had  any  agency  in  naking  treaties,  or  that 
a  direct  vote  of  ratifiiwtioft  was  necessary  ei 
proper,  bu  he  aaeaat  to  ooatead  that  a  trsatf  did 
not  operate  as  an  absolute  repeal  of  an  existtai 
taw  in  conflict  with  it ;  and  that,  when  it  cot- 
tained  affirmative  stipolatioas,  in  relation  to  sab- 
jeou  expressly  eonfided  to  CongreH,  a  law  mm 
necessary  to  give  it  efieet.  This  aonitmetlia 
will  make  every  part  of  the  Conatitntion  eesoM- 
ent  with  its  own  princula^  and  with  the  ifii^ 
which  pervades  the  whole. 

In  the  distribution  of  its  powers,  the  Coostita- 
tioo  has  expressly  provided  that  all  legislstive 
power  therein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  the  Coa- 
xes of  the  United  States.  In  a  sofasequeatpsri, 
the  objects  to  which  it  shall  extend  areipeeially 
enuBMraied.  No  ooncarreat  special  aoihority,  in 
relation  to  these  objects,  is  granted  to  any  other 
department  of  the  Qorernraeat.  But  s  geaeial 
power  is  given  to  the  PreHdeot  and  Senate  to 
make  treaties,  which  I  admit  means  alt  treattcs 
:  osaally  among  nations.  The  questiea  then  is, 
does  this  general  power  to  make  treaties,soferas  , 
it  is  exercised,  ofwrate  to  the  luter  descrutlioa  of 
the  special  pew«r  of  l^alation  j  or,  ahall  both 
have  then  efiSect?  Among  the  roles  which  aie 
adopted,  in  the  coastmction  of  the  instromeii 
none  seems  to  be  better  sottlod,  than  that  gcnenl 
powers  cuinot  destroy  those  specially  granted; 
but  that  when  there  is  a  conflict,  the  former  most 
yieU  to  the  latter ;  and  a  rule  equally  eonreot  is, 
that  every  part  an  instrument  shall  have  its 
due  efieet,  if  possible.  Can  it  tha  be  correctlf 
contended,  that  the  power  to  make  te-ealies,  ooa- 
ferred  io  general  terms,  ansihilntee  («o  fisr  as  the 

Erovisions  of  a  treaty  extend)  tho  power  to  aurice 
iWB,  specialty  granted'?  Is  it  net  more  cewact 
to  adopt  a  eonstraciion  which  will  equally  pie- 
serve  »e  power  to  make  treaties,  aad  the  {MWK 
to  make  laws,  which  will  give  to  the  Presideat 
and  Senate  the  exdnsrre  antfaority  to  make  all 
treaties,  Md  laave  to  the  Houae  or  ftapreasBta- 
tives  a  concomnt  power  io  tlw  enootion  ef  M»t 
as  embrace  snbjeets  eacpressly  geutod  by  the  CeO' 
stitntioa  to  Comess  ?  A  very  -enensivo  field  for 
the  operation  oT  the  treaty-making  powsr  will 
still  exist.  Every  treaty  of  peoee,  at  lissli*-*" 
treaties  TMulating  the  conduct  of  the  eontiaeti^ 
natioBs,  when  either  shall  be  at  watw-desipiatisg 
what  shall  be  contraband,  or  vriut  shall  be  a  Iq^ 
blockade — regulating  the  right  of  search,  sad 
many  others,  will  fall  within  its  exclusive  jvit- 
diction ;  and  as  it  respects  those  tneaUv,  em- 
bracing l^islatire  objects,  it  will  possess  thsRght 
to  form  them,io  the  first  inslaace^anddaoaMB' 
enrrcai  roico  in  thair  Aecatiao* 
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A  eoDiideniticm  of  ihs  eompantiTe  eharacisr 
of  Jbe  icgislatire  asd  irealr-maKiag  powers  tends 
suttagly  to  mpport  iliiscoMtnictioo,  and  to  pron, 
ia  t  OHHioM  pcrfeetljr  Muisfaetory  to  tuf  wit,  tbal 
tiw  latter  ia  not  maenor,  not  eqoal,  to  the  foroaer. 
That  whieb-  is  called  WTereigo  power  in  erer^ 
CtoverMMBt,  ib  the  power  to  make  laws.  In 
Grmt  Britain,  ic  is  clMlied  with  the  efaaraoter  of 
OMipotMca,  MeavM,  as  to  th«  objects  which  it 
c»bfac«^  it  is  sapnior  to  any  other  homan 
power,  and  saeols  all  tkat  ewnc  in  cMUtion  with 
kU  The  JSxeenciro  and  Judicial  powers  are  un- 
der ii«  etnttol,  and  subject  to  its  direction.  In 
tiiis  Goreroraent,  the  poww  of  legislation  is  ooo- 
fiaed  to  eeitain  objeeb*;  bqt,  as  K  icspecu  these 
ebjects.  its  sorereignif  is  oomplete.  aniess  ro< 
atrietea  bf  the  spirit  or  letter  of  ibe  Coostituiiun. 
Heoee  I  coalead,  that  as  to  ell  legtskitre  sab- 
jceta,  the  soTeretgn  or  supreme  power  hss  been 
oMfided  to  Congress,  sad  ibat  the  traaty-maUng 
power,  (being  an  SzeootiTe  power,)  so  far  as  it 
sola  •»  iboee  salgeets,  is  tiife»or,awl  svbordinaie 

Bsc  it  ie  said,  that  a  iiaatr,  thoiwh  the  act  cf 
tiwSxeenlive  d^utmeat  isMeTateaioaneqnali- 
tfy  if  aot  snpertority,  with  an  act  of  Congress,  br 
an  cxprcsapfforiuoBof  tbeCoDstiuuioD,iD  wbicit 
it  is  declared,  that  the  "  Constitution  aad  laws 
aule  ia  parsnaaea  thereof,  and  alt  treaties  made, 
or  bo-eafter'to  be  owde,  shall  be  Ibe  sapreow  law 
of  the  land."  Let  ua  exauiiae  this  subject.  Let 
ma  kak  into  the  cxtstiag-siate  of  thing*  when  this 
CoBBtilotioa  was  framed.  The  State  sorereiga- 
tiee  then  existed,  and  were  to  be  preserved  to  a 
eactwi  extent.  The  powers  of  the  Qeneral  Qor- 
ernnentj  in  their  epesation,  most  freqoently  aad 
nccessanly  acton  the  saa^e  sobjeets  orer  which 
the  States  reiaiaed  some  aatbority,  and,  coase- 
^neatiy,  prodaoe  eoilisioo.  As  it  respected  trea- 
tsai^  there  was  another  conetderuioo,  which  made 
it  hisUr  aeaesaary  that  their  relative  claraeier 
ahMld,b0  oaiaUithod.  It  b  well  known  that 
■HNh  disBOsaiStt  bad  lakaa  plaee,  aad  a  Tarletr 
of  HMiaeats  aMeitataed  as  to  tha  foic«  and  ef- 
fect, ot  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783.  It  was  con- 
Mttdad^  (and  I  tluak  some  of  the  S«ates  so  eon- 
stned  itj)  thatjhe  rttpalation  comained  in  that 
tnaty,  aoaflittiBff  with  the  laws  of  tbe  States, 
merely  nnaieipir,  did  not  repeal  those  laws.  Id 
onder,  then,  tnatt  these  eolksioos  might  be  pre- 
vented,  and  a  da*  anbordtaation  secured  to  the 
Mithoriiy  eanided  to  the  United  States^  it  became 
indrspensaNe  to  declare  it  s^^raie  la  relaiioa 
latlwJBtate*.  Heiw«itbBsprovided,tbattheCoa- 
aiiimioa,  hnvs^  and  treaties,  "showd  be  the  sn- 
pieoie  law  of  the  land,  aoythii^  to  the  Coostt- 
tatioD  or  laws  of  any  Btat*  to  tbe  contrary  mt- 
widisianding.'' 

Thai  tha  CoostitatioB  4ii  not  intend  to  declare 
what  aho^  bo  the  eftet  of  treaties,  in  relaiiim 
to  tJie  lava  of  the  United  Stacas ;  that  it  dM  aot 
iMcnd  to  chrvata  as  Bseeiitiva  aet  so  as  to  make 
it  aqaal  ar  aaperior  to  an  aer  of  tha  sovereign  or 
tafislaliva  power,  hot  leave  h  poBseesed  of  its 
■aiaral  eiianclev,  is  saaoeatifale  en:  other  iUasira- 
tiaas.  In  the  BarapeaB  3Mte%  where  tbtwhala 
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power  of  the  Ooveromeot  is  vested  in  a  single 
individual  or  in  a  single  body  of  men,  treaties  are 
ejiual  to  laws,  becaose  they  contain  a  manifesta- 
tion of  the  will  of  the  whole  sovereign  poww,  in 
which  laws  themselves  consist.  In  the  Ckivera- 
ment  of  Qreat  Briuin,  bowevnr,  where  tbe  treaty- 
making  power  and  the  legislative  power  are 
lodged  in  difierent  hands,  (and  in  that  respect  a 
like  our  own,)  a  treaty,  embracing  larislative 
Bubjecis,  is  not  eqaal  to  an  act  of  Parfiament; 
but  depeads,  so  far  as  these  subjects  are  coa- 
eerned,  for  its  execution,  on  the  legislatnre.  With 
the  British  coostitutioa  before  their  eyes,  (and 
that  they  bad  it  steadily  in  view,  tbe  distribo- 
ti<m  of  power  and  tbe  phrases  employed  Miffi* 
eieotly  attest,)  can  it  be  supposed  that  the  fra- 
mers  of  tbe  Cwistitutioa,  if  they  intended  to 
give  to  treaties  the  extraordinary  efiisct  now  con- 
tended for,  would  not  have  declared  so  in  express 
terms?  I  say  extraordinary  effeetr  because  ia 
the  only  Ooveromeot  similM,  as  it  respects  this 
^aestion,  to  our  own,  treaties,  noDbtaei^g  lopala- 
iive  sabjeets,  are  not  equal  to  lawsh  In  tha 
alaose  which  deolares  tbe  Cowtknionj  lawa 
made  in  pursDaaaa  thereof,  and  tmttiea  nada 
under  the  anthority  of  the  United  Slates,  tha 
relMive  character  of  each  is  not  designated  j  and 
it  may  be  as  readily  contended  that  treaties  am 
e^ual  to  the  Coaatitatioa,  as  that  they  are  et^aal 
to  laws.  If  tbey  are  eqoal  to  tbe  Constitution, 
then,  according  to  tbe  doctrine  on  the  other  side, 
being  last  in  point  of  time,  they  mast  repeal  and 
supersede  wbatever  comes  in  ooafliet  with  it.  In 
rdalion  to  treaties,  it  is  not  even  declared  that} 
in  order  to  become  the  supreme  law,  they  shall  be 
made  "  in  pursuance  to  the  Coaetitution."  This, 
to  my  miod.  proves  satisfactorily,  that  the  clanse 
la  question  aid  not  iatead  to  fix  the  relative  qoat* 
iiy  of  the  ConstitaUoB,  laws,  and  treaiiea  j  bM 
to  leave  it  to  that  coastruetioa  vhieh  the  aatnm 
of  tboae  aets  and  the  characftr  of  the  Govern^ 
meat  weadd  readily-  stiggesi. 

Permit  ne  now  to  examine  tbe  eztoat  ta ... 
which  tbe  doetriaes  advaaoed  on  the  other  sM» 
would  lead  us.  It  has  been  said  that  the  eases 
which  have  been  «D|^[eated  in  srgaaeM  to  shew 
the  vast  and  alttost  ualim'iied  power  ooafbrred 
on  the  President  and  Senate  by  the  ooasunctio* 
coataidcd  for  in  mposition  to  the  bill,  are  ex- 
trem^  and  ought  HMrefoie  to  be  rejected.  Bat 
to  me  tt  appears  obviotUj  that  to  test  the  eotveot* 
ness  of  any  principle,  you  ooffht  to  look  to  Ae 
eoaseqoenees  to  whioh  it  will  lead.  One  honors 
able  member  (Mr.  Calooun)  has  contended, 
tbat  treattes  are  soperior  to  acts  of  Coogrrss, 
and  BDother,  (Mr.  Pimknby,)  that  they  are  eqaal; 
thon^  there  is  a  diflerenoe  in  the  force  of  tbaee 
opiiuons,  in  substanee  they  are  the  same.  Tbay 
amoant  to  thi^  tbat  a  treaty  repeals  aU  laws  op- 
posed to  it,  and  that  it  eseeotcs  itself.  The  lat- 
ter gentleoHW  baa  indeed  admitted  that  it  auf 
sometimes  be  oeeessiry  to  pass  a  law  to  exeent* 
a  treaty,  but  not  becauaa  there  is  a  defimt  at 
power  on  tbe  part  of  those  who  make  the  treaty, 
bat  because  its  stipulations  may  not  be  safieienc- 
ly  deBoite.  .  These  opinioiia  Mud  to  tha  utter 
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sobTereiOD  of  tbe  legitlatire  power,  at  least  so 
far  as  it  is  vested  in  tuis  House.  Let  us  see  tbeir 
tendency.  The  CoDstiiution  bas  confided  in 
Congress  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations.  On  this  subject,  so  highly  in- 
teresting to  the  people,  their  Kepresentntires  are 
invested  with  the  right  to  judge  and  determine 
what  particular  regulatioua  are  most  eonducive 
10  tbcir  prosperity.  But  the  opinioDR  stated  on 
this  flcmr  aathorize  ibe  interposition  of  tbe  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  at  any  time  to  sopertede  this 
right,  partially  or  entirely,  at  ibeir  discretion ; 
parlialfy,  by  making  treaties  of  commerce  with 
aoma  nations;  entirely,  by  msking  treaties  with 
all  who  have  any  commercial  intercourse  with  us. 

According  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Maryland,  {Mr.  PiMENaT,)  if  this  House  should 
refuse  to  raise  a  large  military  force  reqaired  by 
the  Preeident,  be  may  accomplish  this  object  by 
negotiating  a  treaty  with  some  foreign  Power,  in 
which  tbe  raising  of  Buch  force  shall  be  made  a 
stipulation.  It  is  only  necessary  to  make  tbe 
treaty  sufficiently  definite  ;  to  stipulate  tbe  num- 
ber of  regiments,  the  number  of  companies  in 
Meb,and  tbe  number  and  quality  of  ine  officers 
to  be  employed,  and  the  force^  with  the  consent 
of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate^  wiU  be  inmediately 
raised;  the  treaty  will  ezeente  itself.  Should 
aaoaey  be  wanting  to  aecomfdish  the  object,  it 
may  be  obtained  in  tbt  same  wajr  by  treaty — a 
thing  not  unusual  among  other  nations. 

Let  me  pursue  the  subject.  Tbe  Constitution 
has  granted  to  Congress  tbe  ptiwer  to  declare 
war.  In  the  exercise  of  a  power  in  which  every- 
thing  dear  lo  the  people  is  inrolved,  which  causes 
their  blood  to  fluw  and  their  hard  earnings  to  be 
wrested  from  them,  the  co-operation  of  tbe  fiep- 
resentatires  was  wisely  required.  But  a  treaty 
may  make  war  without  their  consent,  if  we  ad- 
mit the  eonstructian  contended  for.  A  treaty 
with  a  foreign  Power  may  stipulate  that  we 
shall  make  common  cause  with  her  against  her 
•nemy ;  tbe  public  force  will  be  employed  ac- 
cordingly, and  the  eotminr  thai  brought  into  an 
aetnal  slate  of  war.  The  same  eoostrnetion 
will  aathorize  tbe  President  and  Senate  to  lay 
snd  colleet  Uxes,  duties,  impost^  and  excises. 
Biany  cases  might  be  soppcwed  lUustratiTe  of 
this  position.  1  will  beg  leare  to  state  one  only. 
Suppose,  in  the  treaty  ctf  commerce  with  Qreat 
Britain,  it  had  been  stipulated  that  British  cot- 
tons and  woollens  should  pay  a  duty  of  ten  or 
fifteen  per  cent,  ad  ralorem,  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  French  eoods  of  a  simi* 
lar  description  should  pay  forty,  nftr,  or  sixty  per 
cent.  Here  it  is  most  obvious  that  the  daty 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  would 
pay,  above  the  ordinary  duty  imposed  by  law, 
would  be  levied  on  them  without  the  consent  of 
their  Representatives,  though  the  Constitution 
expressly  provides,  not  onljr  that  their  assent  shall 
he  necessary,  hut  that  all  bills  for  raising  revenue 
«hsll  originate  with  them. 

Consress  are  authorized  by  the  Constitution 
to  estaUish  an  uniform  role  of  natamlizatioo. 
u  panoanea  of  whieh,  thi^  han  ptncd  Iwn 
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for  tbe  purpose  of  admitting  forei|ners  to  ibe 
riffhu  of  citizens,  on  certain  eondiiions:  among 
otner  things,  a  resideiKe  of  five  years  is  re- 
quired. But  if  a  treaty  is  equal  or  superior  to 
an  act  of  Congress,  a  whole  foreign  nation  may 
be  naturalized  by  treity. 

The  Constitution  has  committed  to  Conpeis 
the  duty  oi  ddtending  the  country  against  foi^ 
eign  and  domestic  violence,  and  for  that  purpose 
has  given  them  power  to  raise  and  support 
armies,  and  to  provide  and  maintain  a  nav]r." 
Suppose  a  treaty  should  be  made  with  a  foieigi 
nation,  in  which  it  should  be  stipulated  that  oar 
army  should  be  disbanded,  and  oar  navy  dis- 
mantled, and  that  no  other  similar  force  sboaM 
be  substituted ;  would  the  treaty  disband  the 
army  and  dismantle  the  navy  without  any  I^s* 
iative  provision  7  If  so,  then  the  Presidentand 
Senate  have  the  entire  contrid  of  tbe  pnUic  de^ 
fence,  and  may  lay  wholly  prostrate  a  most  im- 
portant power  belonging  to  this  House. 

The  construction  contended  for  will  authorize 
tbe  President  and  Senate  to  incorporate  a  foreign 
territory  as  a  member  of  this  union.  By  the 
Constitution,  Congress  are  empowered  to  adinit 
new  States ;  hut  if  a  treaijr  supersedes  l^sla- 
tion,  then  tt  most  unqaestionably  follows,  that, 
by  8  compact  with  a  foreign  nation,  foreign  ter- 
ritory may  be  ceded  and  admttud  into  the 
Union,  invested  with  all  the  privil^es  of  a 
State. 

From  a  candid  and  serioiu  eortsiderationof  the 
extent  to  which  we  should  be  led  by  the  high- 
toned  doctrines  which  have  been  advanced,  I 
cannot  for  a  moment  admit  their  correctness. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  it  could  ever  have  beea 
in  tbe  contemplation  of  thrae  for  whom  thH 
Government  was  formed,  that  the  powers  « 
their  Representatives  should  be  superseded  when- 
ever it  shculd  please  the  President  and  Senate  to 
dispense  with  ihemi  Is  it  rational  to  suppose 
that  tbe  Constitution,  which  recognises  t)^  mv- 
ereignty  of  the  people,  should  intend  that  aw- 
eign  nation,  nay,  (as  has  been  joaily  remarked,) 
a  Chickasaw  chief,  might  be  substitated  for  tbu 
HoosK  and,  as  to  all  the  powers  given  by  us 
Constitution,  act  in  its  stead  t  I  tbink  it  nr 
more  consistent,  more  reasonaUe  to  insist,  tut 
all  legislative  acts,  designated  as  such  in  the 
Constitution,  must  receive  the  assent  of  all  tbe 
constituent  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

It  has  been  conceded  by  some  gentlemen,  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  that  an  act  of  Coagr» 
is  necessary  to  execute  a  treaty  which  provides 
for  tbe  expenditure  of  public  money;  bat  that 
this  is  tbe  only  case.  I  can  see  no  reason  for  tail 
distinction;  tbe  Treaty  with  Oreat  Britain, now 
before  the  House,  stipulates,  that  the  diserimiaa- 
ting  duties,  as  it  respects  British  vessels,  shall  b* 
abolished ;  in  conseqoence  of  which,  oar  reveaM 
will  be  considerably  diminished.  Is  there  sif 
sabatantial  difference  between  drawing  moacf 
from  the  Treaanry,  and  pceventiiiff  an  eqnw  ^' 
noal  amoiut  firam  eoming  into  its  If  tbe  F'*"' 
dent  and  Senate  can  impoae  (azes  ohI  daii«Da 
the  people,  why  not  eieniae  •  power  br  iam*i 
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and  appJf  their  proceeds  to  saeh  objeclv  as  they 
think  proper  1  If  a  ireatjr  in  every  other  respect 
is  e^aal  at  least  to  an  act  of  Goagresd,  why  oot 
io  ihiat  Why  may  not  money  be  appropriated 
by  treaty,  when,  acoordiog  the  seotimeDts  of  seo- 
tlemeo,  it  is  the  law  of  the  land  1  It  has  been 
aaid,  that  the  poven  of  this  Home  are  operative 
only  iQ  ordinary  eases,  where  no  treaty  provides 
for  the  same  objeet.  With  equal  propriety  may  it 
be  said,  that  the  elauseof  the  Constitatioo  which 
directs,  thM  "oo  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasary  but  in  coasequeoce  of  appropriations 
made  by  law,"  ap^ies  only  to  ordinary  cases  of 
expeoditore,  and  not  when  a  treaty  stipulates  for 
the  payment  of  money. 

It  has  been  strongly  ursed,  that  because  a  treaty 
of  peace  pots  an  end  to  the  war,  without  the  con- 
carrence  of  ibis  House,  it  follows  that  a  treaty 
repeals  an  act  of  Coagress,  as  the  war  must  have 
been  declared  by  that  body.  But  I  do  aotcoDsider 
a  declaratioo  of  war  as  a  legislative  act,  it  is  not 
so  deemed  io  Great  Britain ;  and  there  is  nothing 
ID  its  nature  which  gives  it  that  character. 
Among  civilized  oationsi  it  has  long  been  usual, 
as  well  to  upprize  the  adversary  nation  that  in 
fatnre  she  wiU.  be  treated  aa  an  enemy,  as  to  man- 
ifaal  a  direct  respect  for  the  opinions  of  mankind, 
to  state  in  a  public  manifesto  the  reasons  which 
bmi  provoked  a  resort  to  arms.  In  imitation  of 
this  practice,tbe  Constitution  had  authorized  Con- 
gress to  declare  war;  but  the  effect  of  a  declara- 
tioa  of  war  is  nothing  more  than  that  those  who 
have  the  direction  of  the  public  force  become  ao- : 
tfaorized  to  employ  it  acalnst  the  declared  enemy. 
It  establisbes  no  new  law.  Duriag  the  coatiou- 
ance  of  the  war,  the  public  law  of  nations  must 
regulate  the  conduct  and  the  rights  of  the  parties. 
To  put  an  cod  to  such  a  state  of  things,  munici- 
pailctfislation  is  not  competent;  it  can  only  be  ef- 
fected by  mutual  compact  between  (he  conteod- 
ing  nations. 

U  wiU  be  readily  perceived,  that  if  a  declara- 
UoB  of  war  is  not  a  legislative  act,  then  it  is  not 
subject  to  be  repealed,  as  such  acts  ordinarily  are: 
and  the  only  way  in  which  an  end  can  be  put  to 
It  is  that  already  mentioned.  Aecordiog  to  the 
uuderstanding  of  all,  to  declare  war  is  a  distioct 
substantive  act;  and  to  make  peace  is  aoother. 
We  never  heard  of  peace  being  made  by  aoDul- 
ling  a  declaration  of  war ;  hence  I  conclude,  that 
to  make  peace  is  oot  among  the  delegated  powers 
of  Congress,  either  express  or  implied ;  and  that, 
therefore,  a  treaty  of  peace  neither  rejpeals  a  legis- 
lative act,  nor  interferes  with  any  of  the  powers 
belonging  to  this  House. 

An  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Gaston)  has  said,  that  our  co-operation  is 
wholly  nooecessary;  that  the  President  will  ex- 
ecute the  treaty  in  question,  by  giving  instructions 
to  the  collectors  of  the  customs  to  conform  their 
conduct  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  This 
appean  to  me  entirely  erroneous.  The  eolleetors 
ar«  not  the  agents  of  the  President,  but  the  officers 
of  th«  law.  They  derive  their  exutenee  from  it, 
and  their  doty  is  prescribed  by  it.  They  cannot 
justify  thenuelra  in  their  obedtenee  to  the  merg 
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instructions  of  the  President.  It  must  first  appear 
that  the  act  of  Congress  imposing  discrfmioaliitg 
duties  is  repealed,  Iwfore  they  caa  omit  to  collect 
them.  Whether  ihe  treaty  effects  this  is  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House. 

The  honoraUe  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Pimkhit)  stated,  the  other  day,  that  Congresa 
hare  not  the  power  to  make  any  compact  with  a 
foreign  Government ;  that  if  the  President  and 
Senate  have  not  the  exclusive  power  to  bind  the 
nation,  in  all  cases,  by  treaty,  then  there  is  no 
power  in  this  Qorernment  to  make  treaties  of 
commerce  and  other  treaties,  raibracing  any  of 
the  sobjects  delegated  to  Congress.  But  it  will 
be  observed,  that  the  power  en  the  part  of  the 
President  and  Senate  to  make  all  treaties,  is  not 
denied;  the  question  is,  after  they  are  so  made, 
what  is  their  effect?  The  principle  has  been 
very  correctly  and  ably  slated  by  my  honorable 
friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  TnoKan.)  Treaties 
embracing  subjects  not  confided  to  Congress,  de- 
pend for  their  execution  on  no  other  power  than 
that  which  made  then ;  as  to  those  treaties  which 
embrace  such  subjects,  their  ezeeution  belongs  to 
the  L^islature.  In  the  one  case  the  stipulation  it 
complete ;  in  the  other  it  is  only  a  promise  that 
those  who  have  the  power  shall  make  it  so. 

The  bonorablegenilemaa, however,  is  mistakea 
in  his  opinion,  that  Congress  can  enter  into  no 
compact  with  a  foreign  nation  ;  at  least  the  prac- 
tice of  this  Government  is  against  him.  We  all 
recollect  the  act  of  the  first  of  May,  1810,  which 
enabled  France,  (to  use  the  langnege  of  a  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  formerly  a  member  of  this 
House,)  to  twist  the  cord  about  our  necks  which 
was  first  scorched  by  the  flames  of  Moscow,  and 
finally  cut  asunder  by  the  bands  of  the  Allies  at 
Leipsic  and  Waterloo.  By  that  act  it  was  stip- 
ulated, that  if  Great  Britain  or  France  should 
revoke  their  injurious  edicts  against  our  conk- 
merce,  certain  acts  should  be  done  by  this  Gov- 
ernmeot.  France  pretended  to  accept  this  over- 
ture, and  a  compact  was  said  to  be  thus  formed, 
from  the  effect  of  which  we  have  just  escaped. 
Last  year  another  law  passed,  which  provided  thai 
the  discriminating  duties  should  cease  in  relatioB 
to  all  nations  who  should  adopt  a  like  liberality 
towards  our  naviffation ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
some  of  the  stipulatioos  in  the  present  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  were  adopted.  In  these  cases  the 
President  acts  as  the  ageot-of  the  laWf  and  not  ia 
virtue  of  his  character  as  superiniending  our  for- 
eign relations. 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  greater  security 
in  the  treaty-making  power  being  exclusively 
exercised  by  the  President  and  Senate  in  all  cases, 
than  if  the  opinions  of  those  friendly  to  the  pres- 
ent bill  should  be  adopted.  And  the  honorablo 
gentleman  from  Maryland  entered  into  a  course 
of  reasoning  to  show  the  superior  respoositttlitr 
which  attaches  particularly  to  the  President,  cal- 
culated to  secure  a  more  wise  and  more  correct 
exercise  of  the  power.  This  argument  proven 
too  mnch.  It  tends  to  establish,  that  all  the  power 
of  this  Government  ought  to  be  vested  in  the 
Pneideat,  because  of  his  superior  wisdom  ud  the 
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toperior  renponnUlitr  of  hn  sitaacioD.  The  g«D- 
doMD  hu  Mid  mueb  of  the  ioflueDce  of  pablie 
omaiea  on  those  who  stand  in  hish  responsible 
^nations,  and  has  leferred  as  to  Qreat  Briuin, 
where  be  cays  pablie  opinion  is  very  powerful. 
I  agree  with  him,  thai  what  isealled  public  opin- 
ion has  great  effect  on  the  admiDislratiDn  of  the 
Gererameor.  It  is  the  unbiassed  sentiment  of 
the  sound  and  sensible  part  of  the  community, 
who  have  not  committed  themselves  to  support 
any  set  of  measures,  because  they  hare  not  parti- 
cipated in  the  crntioa  of  the  public  functionaries, 
the  King  and  the  Lords  being  hereditary,  and  the 
Commons  elected  by  a  very  few.  But  in  this 
eountry  there  is  very  little  expression  of  public 
opinion,  distinct  fiom  that  which  is  manifested  by 
election ;  erery  person  thinks  himself  pledged  in 
some  d^ree  to  sopport  the  conduct  of  those  on 
whom  he  hasbestowed  hisanffrage,  and  the  abases 
•f  power  mum  be  extreme  bcfwe  the  enrrent  of 
pnbHe  opinion  will  set  against  those  who  are  at 
the  bend  of  a  predominant  party. 

ir  the  conatmciion  contended  for  on  the  other 
side  abould  reoeive  the  assent  of  this  Honse,  I  hes- 
itate not  to  ear,  that  there  will  be  less  security, 
lees  respensibility,  than  in  Great  Britain.  On 
one  snbiect  tfa«re  has  always  been  grent  jealotisy 
there ;  I  mean  the  introductioa  of  foreign  troops. 
It  is  a  settled  maxim  of  their  constitution,  that 
they  cannot  be  introdttced  without  the  consent  of 
Paniament ;  bat  in  this  country  there  would  be 
no  secfa  seourity.  Should  we  refuse  to  gratify 
an  ambitions  President  who  designed  to  subvert 
the  liberties  of  this  country  with  a  large  army,  he 
may  negotiate  with  a  foreign  Power,  and,  with 
the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  introduce 
ibreign  troops.  I  cannot  believe  that  the  people 
erer  did  intend  to  confer  power  thus  tending  to 
jeonudin  tboae  Ubertiee  tor  the  i»caemtion  of 
which  this  Constitntion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HopnNBOM  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  indeed  sincere,  when  I  as- 
sure yon  and  this  honoraUe  Honse,  that  I  am  most 
relaotant,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day,  the  usoal 
tine  of  adjpamment,  to  solieit  your  attention  to 
seme  remarks  upon  the  bill  now  o^red  for  your 
sanction,  and  whioh  must  now  receive  that  sane- 
lien  or  a  deeisive  rejection.  In  an  eariy  stage  of 
this  businessi  I  gave  to  your  consideration  a  few 
observations  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  were 
Iftte  ofipring  of  the  moment,  having  neither  the^ 
mnnirity  of  reSeetion,  nor  the  strength  of  arrange- 
ment. Since  then,  however,  the  biQ  has  assumed 
sahMO  of  greater  ma^itude;  and  the  discussion 
of  it  has  developed  j;H'inoiple8  so  interesting  and 
important ;  discrimmationa  so  varioos  and  mi- 
nnte ;  nnd  positions  so  novel  and  eontndictory, 
that  I  should  feel  myself  wanting  in  duty,  were  I 
to  refuse  the  only  opportunity  I  can  ever  hare  of 
bcnring  my  voice  and  testimony  against  them. 
Befftre,  however,  I  presume  to  hope  for  your  in- 
dulgent attention  at  so  late  a  stage  of  the  debate, 
that  every  member  was  looking  for  the  question 
to  be  put ;  and  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day,  that 
we  are*  all  weary  of  these  walls,  I  ben  leave  to 
remind' you  that  the  debate  on  tnis  biU  was  not 
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Knewed  by  the  minority  i  after  it  was  ordered  to 
be  enerossed  for  a  third  reading  by  a  very  eon- 
siderule  minority,  no  far  aa  1  know,  no  nirther 
attempts  would  have  been  made  to  arrest  or  im- 
pede its  progress,  because  no  miienal  hope  existed 
of  finally  preventing  its  enactment.  The  victim 
rious  majority,  however,  were  not  satisfied  to  let 
this  matter  go  to  rest  ia  this  way }  for  I  beg  yon 
to  recollect  that,  when  the  bill  was  5) resented  to 
the  House  for  its  passage  into  a  law,  three  gen- 
tlemen of  the  majority  thought  it  necessary  to 
address  the  Mouse  in  support  of  it,  Iwfore  a  word 
was  uttered  from  as  to  impeach  11.  Was  it  not 
nstaral,  then,  that  thisover  anxiety  about  thefalecf 
a  bill,  sanctioned  already  by  so  large  a  vote,  this 
renewed  exertion  to  suppdrt  that  whicb  was  al- 
ready so  strongly  supported,  should  excite  in  ma 
mspicion  that  a  weakness  was  felt  sonmrhen^ 
which  it  was  oar  duty  to  seek  for  nnd  ajpose; 
that  some  vital  defect  existed  in  the  etnac  or  the 
argument  which  gwe  this  alann,  and  ealled  £n 
additional  aid  ?  Or  was  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the 
majority,  not  eonieni  with  the  triumph  of  sueeeai, 
not  satisfied  with  the  inrostration  of  the  adversary, 
would  thus  pursoe  aud  assault  him,  defeated  aiKi 
overthrown  ?  If  this  was  the  feeling  which  stim- 
ulated the  honoraUe  gentlemen  to  a  renewal  of 
the  conflict,  sorely  we  may  be  pardoned  for  re- 
pelling the  attack  with  all  our  poweri^  and  row- 
ing our  energies  to  the  utmost  exertion  of  resist- 
ance. If,  then,  there  has  been  waste  of  time,  and 
fatigue  of  spirits  in  the  continuance  of  this  debate, 
sorely  we  stand  acquitted  of  the  fault  ud  its  cob-  I 
sequeDces.  This,  however,  of  itself,  I  co^Ibbb, 
would  not  be  a  sufficient  apol^y  for  my  inua> 
sion  upon  your  attention  again ;  unless  I  may 
add  to  it  the  belief,  that  I  may  still  present  the 
case  in  «>me  aspect^  in  whioh  it  has  not  yet  beta 
presented*  IwiUnsawedlynotneurtothegfotiBd 
taken  by  me  in  my  first  addrees.  - 

Let  me  entreat  the  House  to  bring  back  their 
attention  to  tbe  true  and  single  question  to  he  de- 
cided on  J  and  to  that  instrument  by  which  that 
decision  must  be  governed  and  directed.  W«  am 
not  now  sitting  in  convention  tn  frame  a.  con- 
stitution for  the  United  Slates;  but  in  Coagress, 
to  pass  a  law  under  a  Constitution  already  flruaed. 
This  law  we  must  conform  to  that  Constitutien ; 
and  we  are  bound  to  submit  to  tbe  distributiott  of 
power  as  made  by  the  Constitntion,  whatever  our 
opinions  may  be  of  its  wisdom,  its  expedienay,  or 
ilB  coDstsience  with  ti^e  rights  or  cLainn  of  tbe 
popular  branch  of  the  Government.  We  most 
inquire  what  tbe  Cousiitntion  i^  nnd  not  whnt 
honornble  ^ntlemeo  may  wish  it  to  be,  AAer, 
therefore  listening,  with  doe  respect  nnd  tairor 
too,  if  you  please,  to  all  the  doabM  and  daapts, 
suspicions  nnd  jealousies,  forebodings  of  rain, 
and  execrations  of  sectional  power,  which  ingett- 
nity  may  sorest,  or  imagination  give  birth  or 
shape  to,  we  must  at  last  lay  down  all  this  a^ 
'travagance,  dismiss  alt  these  phantom^  and  so- 
berly lake  up  this  little  book,  the  Conttitttttoa ; 
examine  what  it  comnnnds  to  be  done,  and  make 
up  oar  minds  to  submit  to  it.  We  must  not  amnse 
or  deceive  ounelvee  with  large  esiimnlioBa  of  om 
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own  pewer  and  impomoee,  etaiming,  as  some 
geDileawD  have  done,  the  sovmigntr  of  the  peo- 
ple to  reside  in  os.  bai  ealmly  consider  oarselTet 
asaetiag  aader  a  delated,  limited,  distributed 
aaihoritf, which  gires  to  os  alt  we  haTe,aDd  marlis 
the  extent  of  it;  aod  which,  with  cqaal  right  and 
indepeadeDcCjffiTes  to  the  other  bruebes  of  thu 
confederated  QoTernment  their  powers  and  their 
Jimiisatso.  To  this  great  authority,  this  charter 
of  oar  powers  and  our  duties,  we  must  all  submit ; 
aad  I  caoDOt  questioo  that  erery  member  of  this 
House  faas  a  ready  and  wilting  disposition  to  con- 
form himaair  and  his  rote  to  the  directions  here 
giren;  I  confidently  belieTe  that  I  hare  but  to 
■aiisfy  tbem  of  the  truth  uf  the  eonstruction  we 
eoDtead  for,  lo  be  secure  of  their  aequieseenoe 
in  it. 

How  iUiids  the  qoeslion,  then,  under  and  by 
the  Comtitdtion  ?  How  do  the  priBcipleB  and 
argmnenu  of  the  supporters  of  the  bill  abide  this 
test  1  1  state  the  aoeition  to  be,  "  whether  a 
treaty,  eonstitntionally  made,  does  or  does  not 
nytat  a  law,  inconsistent  with  it,  also  made  cod- 
atitotiouaUy  1"  This  pats  the  ease  fairly*  aod 
amply  before  the  House.  A  treaty,  admitted  to 
,  be  on  a  su^ect  within  the  ireaty-making  power, 
I  not  in  confltct  with  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
I  CooBiitution.  nor  overstepping  any  of  the  marked 
boondaries  tneretn  set;  and  eoneluded,  ratified, 
ud  exehaoged,  io  the  manner,  by  the  authorities 
aid  under  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion;  is  in  opposition  or  contradiction  to  a  muni- 
cipal law  enacted  by  Congress,  in  the  ordinary 
cearse  of  legulation ;  aod  the  question  is,  whe- 
ther a  trMly  thus  made  subsequently  to  the  law, 
Uea  aot,  of  itself,  repeal  the  law;  or  must  the 
■nboriiy  of  the  House  be  called  in  aid  ot  tbe 
ncaty  to  repeal  and  reroore  the  law  in  conflict 
with  ic.?  1  will  now,  sir,  slate,  with  equal  pre- 
eisioo,  tke  position  I  mean  to  maintain  in  the  ar- 
gument of  this  qneation.  It  is  this :  that  there  is 
nopossUde  case,  real  or  imagined,  in  which  the 
rote  or  saaetton  of  this  Hmise  is  necessary,  or  can 
be  efleetualj  either  to  confirm  or  destroy  a  treaty 
thus  made.  There  is  no  case  under  the  Consti* 
totton  in  which  this  House  ever  can  hare  a>  direct 
eonlroJ,  an  affirmatire  or  negative  vote  on  tbe 
Ttlidiiv  or  invalidity  of  a  treaty.  A  treaty  may 
fail  lo  have  eflfect ;  its  execution  may  be  prevent- 
ed; bet  its  validity  as  a  contract  legal  and  blnd- 
iw,  cannot  be  touched  by  this  Hoase.  It  may  be 
a  brekeu,  n  violated  contract,  bst  it  is  still  a  eon- 
imet.  When  something  is  necessary  for  the  ex- 
eenttoa  vf  the  provisions  of  a  treatv,  or  some  of 
then,wlueh  something  is  exclnsively  within  tbe 
poweroftfaia  House,  it  may  indeed  be  refused;  but 
this  afiSKts  not  the  nature  of  the.eontract,  which 
received  its  character,  its  Constitutional  efficacy 
and  oUioation  from  the  hands  of  the  President 
and  the  Senate,  who  have  been  intrusted  by  the 
^ople  with  the  power  thus  to  bind  them.  This 
Bouse  may,  in  the  exercise  of  their  power  over 
some  collateral  matter,  as  money,  for  instance, 
iaterfere  with,  and  perhaps  prevent)  the  fulfilment 
or  execution  of  a  treaty ;  but  they  do  it  br  a  vio- 
lation of  tbe  public  faith,  and  not  by  inraudating 
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the  treaty  which  bound  it.  They  may  refuse  lo 

Kant  the  means  necessary  to  the  performance  of 
e  contract,  but  ibey  eannot  decree  it  lo  be  do 
contract.  The  same  thing,  sir,  may  happen  in 
private  life,  in  the  com  moo' transactions  of  men. 
Oae  mny  solemnly  make  a  contract,  and  daringly 
refuse  to  fulfil  it ;  but  is  it,  therefore,  do  contract? 
He  may,  indeed,  be  unabte  to  perform  it,  but  can 
he,  therefore,  say  be  was  never  bound?  Believ- 
ing it  to  be  in  my  power  to  obtain  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  or  a  quantity  of  stock,  I  bind  mynelf,  for 
a  good  consideration,  to  sell  and  deliver  it  to  ano- 
ther. I  afterwards  find  I  cannot  induce  the  holder 
of  tbe  land  to  pan  with  it,  or  eannot  procure  tbe 
stock.  Shall  I,  therefore,  say  to  the  disappointed 
and  abused  party  with  whom  1  made  this  engage- 
ment, tbit  I  am  no  longer  bound  by  it ;  nay,  that 
it  never  was  a  eeninet  at  all,  because  I  made  a 
bad  ealeulalion  of  my  means  to  p«form  it,  al- 
thou^b  I  made  no  sneb  restriction,  reservation,  or 
condition,  with  bim  ?  Assuredly,  not.  Bo,  when 
the  Republic,  by  her  Constitutional  organs,  which 
is  in  fact,  by  herself,  has  made,  concluded,  ratified, 
and  exchanged  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  Power, 
shall  she  nullify  and  avoid  it,  att  inUto,  by  de- 
claring her  inability  to  induce  another  branch 
of  her  power  to  furnish  the  means  necessary  to 
its  execution  7  With  what  indignation  and  coo- 
tempt  would  such  a  pretence  be  received  by  the 
other  party,  and  by  the  world  ?  But,  it' is  asked, 
what  IS  a  eootraet  that  cannot  be  enforced ;  a 
treaty  that  cannot  be  carried  into  effect?  I  an- 
swer, sir,  that,  in  the  case  of  the  individual,  the 
courts  of  justice  would  punish  this  hardihood  of 
fraud ;  and,  in  the  ease  of  nations,  there  being  no 
soeh  common  arbiter  to  do  and  compel  justice  to 
be  done  between  the  parties,  the  faithless  one 
most  stand  ready  to  defend  her  breach  of  faith 
with  the  sword  of  her  citizens  and  the  waste 
of  her  treasures,  amidst  the  scorn  of  the  world. 
She  most  look  to  tbe  "  ultima  ratio  regum?^  for 
ber  justification  and  support ;  and  she  must  abide 
this  solemn  appeal  with  a  baa  conscience,  in  a  bad 
cause.  But,  sir,  before  this  appeal,  and  during 
tbe  appeal,  and  after  it,  be  its  result  what  it  may, 
the  original  soundness  and  validity  of  the  oon- 
tnct  remains  unimpaired  and  onimpairable,  by 
the  chances  or  the  issue  of  an  unjust  contest,  in 
defence  of  a  violated  faith. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  recall  your  attention  to  the 
eircnmstaneesoftbe  British  Treaty  of  1794,  which 
has  been  resorted  to- as  a  text  of  ai^umenton  both 
sides  of  the  Howe.  That  treaty  was  negotiated 
by  a  Minister  dnly  anthorized,  and  was  after^ 
wards,  with  all  Constitutional  form  and  cere- 
mony, ratified  and  exchanged  by  the  President^ 
by  and  with  tbe  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  merits  and  provisions  of  the  treaty  were 
afterwards  examined  and  discussed  with  unusual 
animation,  not  to  say  violence,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  But  how  was  this  done?  Was 
the  treaty  ever  laid  formally  before  tbem,  for  their 
concurrence  or  opinion  ?  Was  tbe  advice  of  the 
House  asked,  as  to  the  expediency  or  inexpedi- 
ency of  any  of  its  provisions?  Was  the  quee- 
tioD,  treaty  or  no  treaty— ratify  or  not  nufy— 
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ever  placed  before  the  House,  in  terms  or  io  sob* 
stftoee?  Did  any  member,  the  most  abhorrent  of 
the  measure,  ever  dream  of  propoundiD^  such 
qnesUoDs  for  the  decision  of  the  House?  And 
yet  suoh  would,  and  ought  to  hare  been  the  case, 
if  anj;  had  imagioed  this  House  had  a  Toice  in 
affirming  or  rejecting  a  treaty,  or  a  control  orer 
the  President  and  Senate  iu  making  one.  But  it 
happened  thai  something  was  wanted,  oot  to  coa- 
summale  the  validity  of  this  treaty,  or  give  it  a 
legal  Axistenee,  aod  a  binding  force,'  but  to  carry 
seme  of  its  (Horisions  into  effeeL  And  what  was 
that  aometbinc?  Not  the  aaseat,  the  aoafirraa- 
tioD,  the  fiat  of  this  HoDse,  bat  iu  moa^y.  It  ia 
worthy  of  remark,  that  the  objectionable  parts  of 
the  treaty  were  not  those  that  required  this  mo- 
<«y ;  but  its  opponents  could  come  at  the  provt- 
aioDB  ih^  disliked,  but  which  required  no  appro- 
bation of  money,  only  through  pirts  they  did 
not  dislike,  but  which  did  require  such  appropri- 
ation. Why,  then,  in  thissideway,  this  indirect 
asMult,  did  the  eaemtrs  of  that  treaty  endeavor 
to  overthrow  it,  or  rather  those  parts  of  it  to  which 
they  are  hostile,  if  they  had  a  Coostituitonal  right 
to  make  a  direct  attack  upon  it ;  to  withhold  their 
ooofirmaiion,  without  which  it  could  hare  no 
binding  operation ;  to  impose  their  veto,  by  which 
the  whole  would  perish?  But,  sir,  neither  the 
treaty,  nor  any  of  its  prorisicws,  was  ever  dis- 
tineuy  before  them ;  do  resolution  or  bill,  either 
to  afl&rm  or  reject  it,  was  erer  propounded  or  of- 
fered to  the  House.  Why  did  not  those  gtnite- 
men,  with  the  Coostitution  in  their  bands,  mareb 
boldly  up  to  the  attack,  and  assert  directly  their 
right  to  pass  upon  a  treaty,  as  such,  and  to  grant 
or  refuse  it  the  force  aod  obligation  of  a  law  and 
a  contract?  An  attempt  so  extravagant  nerer 
was  made  or  hinted  at }  after  a  strncgle  of  extra- 
ordinary pertioaeily,  at  last  the  House  of  Rep- 
rasuHatires  did,  as  I  trust  they  will  always  do, 
yielded  to  their  Constitutional  duty,  aad  gare  the 
money  required.  But,  sir,  to  bring  the  principle 
now  in  controversy  to  a  test,  suppose  that  the 
House  had  refused  the  money,  woald  the  treaty 
have  been  no  longer  a  treaty,  or  rather  did  it 
wait  the  aasent  of  that  House  before  it  became 
one— before  it  had  the  eharaeter  and  (MigaiioBs 
of  a  national  compaet?  Asmredly  not ;  for  I  fear 
no  eontndiction  when  I  assert,  that  If  the  House 
bad  so  refused,  and  the  President  eopld  have  pro- 
cured competent  persons  to  perform  the  duties  of 
the  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  under  the 
treaty,  aod  for  whose  compensation  the  neney 
was  wanted,  without  compensation,  be  might 
have  done  so.  He  ought  to  have  gone  on  to  ex- 
ecute and  fulfil  the  stipulations  of  Aie  treaty,  and 
the  whole  would  hare  been  binding  on  us  all,  as 
the  "snpreine  law  of  the  land.*'  Will  any  gen- 
tleman deny  this;  and,  if  admitted,  does  it  not 
decide  the  question — I  mean  the  general  right  of 
the  President  aod  Senate  to  make  a  treaty,  un- 
eootrolled  by  the  power  of  this  House?  And  if  a 
treaty  be  well  made  and  fully  consummated,  under 
the  authority  of  the  President  and  Senate,  it  be- 
comes, by  the  express  words  of  the  Constitution, 
we  snpienu  law  of  the  land }  and,  being  the  law, 
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it  must  necessarily  have  the  most  obvions  atd 
essential  effect  of  a  law ;  that  is,  to  repeat  or  re- 
new alt  prior  laws  inconsistent  with  it.  The  IsA 
declaration  of  the  will  of  the  nation,  if  properly 
made,  must,  by  an  obvious  necessity,  abro^tea 
former  declaration  in  contradiction  (o  it;  and 
thus,  to  return  to  the  question  origioalty  piopessd 
for  discussion— a  treaty,  eoastitutionally  made, 
may  repeal  a  prior  law  also  eonstitutioDally  vmh. 
To  say  it  is  a  law,  but  that  it  has  no  power  tors- 
peal  a  law,  is  lo  deny  it  the  first  and  most  esHa> 
tial  prineijue  and  qoali^  of  a  law  ;  is,  in  icalk, 
a  contradiciton  in  terms  uiicrly  irreeoiuiI«hli 
and  incomprebeauble. 

Bat  gentloinen  bad  labored  ibetr  io|^itT  aad 
inflamed  their  imaginatioo,  to  suppose  a  variety 
of  extreme  cases,  in'  which  the  President  an 
Senate  might  pembly  aMke  treaties,  ^traelire 
of  the  first  rights  and  ioiwests  of  the  eonauy. 
They  might  make  a  treaty  which  would  iopoM 
a  different  rate  of  excise  or  impost  oa  diffimt 
parts  of  the  United  Slates,  although  the  Cenrii- 
tutien  declares  they  shall  be  uniform*,  or  impe^ 
ing  duty  on  exports;  or  ceding  a  part  of  tbe 
territory  of  the  United  Stales;  aod  ia  oider  to 
give  the  last  supposed  case  a  most  formidable 
aspect,  a  whole  Slate— the  State  of  Soaib  Cam- 
Una— has  been  supposed  to  be  the  viciim  of  this 
Executive  power.  And  it  is  aaked,  shall  oot  the 
House  of  RepreMntativcis  in  suafa  eaMSfavaM  the 
iremendons  roiscbjef^  by  refining  to  ratify  the 
treaty,  nnd  making  it  void  ?  1  anawei;  OHMsi- 
utingly,  no;  nor  is  it  aeeetaary  they  sboaUL  I 
recur  to  my  first  proposition;  this  Hoaia  can 
neither  make  nor  add  to  the  obligation  of  a  goed 
treaty,  or  annul  a  bad  one.  In  the  cases  pqt  ibs 
treaty  is  void,  ab  Attfia,  by  the  foroe  of  the  Co»> 
siitation ;  or,  to  speak  more  properly,  it  never  w 
a  ueaty,  and  therefore  oaoaot  be  aaaulled.  A 
contract  of  this  sort  attemptad  to  be  made  is  ool 
binding  on  ihe  nation,  aod  never  was  so  for  an 
insiani.  But  it  is  not  tbe  power  of  this  House  by 
which  it  is  overthrown ;  but  by  that  great  oitfi' 
nal  power,  the  Coostitution,  which  has  givsi 
bounds  10  the  treaty-makers  as  well  aa  to  thii 
House ;  and  when  either  pass  over  those  beud% 
whatever  is  done  ia  a  mere  nullity.  In  a  ease 
like  Ibis,  the  assent  of  this  House,  uniting  wiA 
the  act  of  the  Preaident  and  Smuttt,  the  whirii 
combined  coold  not  give  tbe  act  n  billing  fwei 
on  tbe  people,  whose  delegated  anthority  hasban 
transcended.  This  House,  then,  is  equally  p**" 
erless,  either  to  raise  up  or  destroy  a  trniy  con* 
trary  to  tbe  express  provisions  of  the  Coostitiitiaa 
— and  here,  it  will  be  seen,  I  differ  from  sodis  of 
tbe  hoDomble  gentlemen  who  join  nein  oppesing 
the  bill;  I  cannot  consider  the  treaty-makers  as 
universal  and  omnipotent  as  tb'ey  do.  No  part 
of  the  territory  of  Pennsylvania  can  be  grsnied 
from  her  by  the  trcaiy-makiog  power,  or  aay 
other  power  in  the  United  States.  An  absolsis 
dominion  of  tbe  soil  is  the  first  aod  most  essMtiu 
right  of  sovereignty,  and  with  this  the  States 
have  never  parted  m  ibeir  grant  to  the  United 
States.  When  we  cannot  make  a  law  to  regalate 
the  course  of  dasocntsof  realeatttn  in  iheatveial 
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Shim%  or  to  dinei  tb«  mode-ami  forn  of  mikiDg 
oooniruon,  will  it  be  pieteaded  wa  can  bugsio 
■WBf  iho  soil  iteelf?  Bcaidei,  what  becomes  of 
ifce  gnwaat«e  of  a  repabtioaa  form  of  govrro- 
meat  to  avary  8t«t«,  if  aay  oae  of  ibem  may  Im 
••dad  moA  deJiTered  orar  to  an  Emperor  or  des* 
pet?  I  need  »ot  to  daiain  the  Houw  hf  explaio- 
bow  a  part  of  tba  coaairy  bcld  hy  ao  enemy, 
hj  the  ftgbt  of  eoaqaast,  al  tbe  oLdm  of  the  war, 
•ad  when  ibc  preserHiioo  of  the  whole  may 
reDdar  a  pcaae  iodiapeonbie,  may  iotrodnce  other 
«OMidaratieo8  and  remits;  I  give  do  opioion  on 
mtek  aoaaft.  *  * 

An  boBorable  gantleinan  from  Virgioia  (Mr. 
Bnarm)  had  uidoMteb  abont  the  savereiga  pow* 
•roftkisHeaBe.  He  eoaudera  this  to  be  the  temple 
of  the  lOTereigoty  of  the  people;  that  this  sore- 
taifftty  ia  depoailed  m'ttk  a,  to  be  held  aad  wieUed 
at  oqr  pleaanr*  o«ly  { and  aa  the  makiDg  of  a  treaty 
ia  aa  enaeiae  of  the  MTmiga  power,  he  tbeaee 
infera  that  U  beloogt  hen,  or,  at  leaat,  eaoaot  be 
cmntied  vithoot  oar  aeeeot  aad  agency.  The 
•mr  of  thU  reaootting  lies  ia  aot  eoDsideriag  the 
paeoliar  aatuw  of  oor  Govaroment ;  aad  we  are 
caeaiaatly  falling  into  aiistaketk  by  drawing  ar* 
ffimenls  and  eonotaaioat  Arom  tlie  priaeiplea  aad 

Kiiiee  of  Goremmeota  of  a  eoattructioo  so  dif- 
at  aa  lo  admit  no  analogy.  The  aoTereign 
wnrer  of  the  people  of  America,  sir,  is  not  in  this 
Hooaa,  aor  in  the  President  and  Senate,  oor  in  all 
of  them  eombiacd;  ii  it  aot  in  the  Qorernment 
•f  tbe  United  States— it  remains  in  and  irith  the 
seToral  Sutes,  who  bare  delegated  and  disiribn- 
ted  eartaia  portkws  of  it  to  the  Qeaeml  or  Fed^al 
Qoveraeacot,  in  the  instrumMt  we  call  lb«  Coa* 
ariimioB ;  aad,  iherefofa,  when  we  wmild  decide 
whachai  a  Mrtianlar  power  belongs  to  this  or  that 
famneb  of  the  Geaeral  Qoveranmt,  we  muM  not 
Mun  fioB  goieral  piineiples,  «■  Uw  auote  and 
atcribolaa  of  aavereij^ty.  Mt  look  to  that  instra- 
BMat,  in  and  by  whtah  (no  only  sorereign  power 
ia  tkU  coantiy— the  people  of  the  respeettTv 
EhaUt— have  dwclared  lo  whom  they  have  im- 
puted aad  iumsted  the  partioular  power  in  que»* 
tioa.  Liet  as,  then,  lay  aaidbt  the  empty  boast  of 
aerareignty,  and  be  eoateot  to  take  oar  station  as 
appoiaied  by  the  CoostitotioB,  and  use  tbe  powers 
theca  given.  As  to  all  tbe  oases  of  supposed  poa* 
aiUe  ureatiea  which  hara  been  pat  and  multiplied 
apaa  ni  ia  the  coarse  of  this  diecnsMoa,  riolattBC 
the  express  stipntationB  of  the  Consiiiuiion,  and 
overthrewing  the  [Himary,  essential  rights  of  the 
Baa|>le,  I  repeat,  that  we  need  not  fear  them,  nor 
took  to  the  patriotism  of  this  House  for  peoteotioa 
afaiaal  ibtn;  we  ban  a  belter,  a  sore  ptoteclioa 
ia  Uw  GMwiitntion,  which  strangles  sneb  an  af- 
fhct  eren  in  ita  birth,  and  requires  no  aid  from 
tbia  House  in  performing  the  work. 
*  I  tafret.  sir,  that  so  mach  of  the  argument  in 
aappoci  of  this  bill  has  been  directly  and  arow- 
•dlf  founded  on  aaspicioos  and  jealousies  of  the 
power  of  the  Seaalc.  The  basis  of  every  Oor- 
erameat,  of  ours  most  especially,  nay,  of  all  tbe 
Palings  and  transactions  of  men,  is  a  fair  and 
hoaeeable  coafidenec  in  each  other.  Without 
thi^  aaiiber  tbe  iwhUe  nor  privaia  baaiBma  can 


go  along  for  a  moment ;  if  distrust  is  to  be  the 
order  of  ihe  day,  if  we  are  to  fear  teeaehery  and 
ambuscade  at  erery  step,  the  cosseqaenoe  ie  that 
we  most  stand  still.  I  find,  sir,  it  is  a  &TOtttta 
sentiment  with  some  gentlemen  who  have  spokea 
<m  this  occaeioo,  that  this  House  may  claim  a 
superiority  of  trast  aad  confideoce  over  ifa«  Sea- 
tie  on  aeeoant  of  our  closer  proaimitr  to  the 
people.  It  is  true,  we  are  the  last  birth  of  the 
sovereign  will,  but  some  few  months  old,  and  tha 
Senate  is  a  stout  boy  of  six  years.  We  may,  in- 
deed, be  the  pet  of  the  mother,  as  the  last  aad 
most  spoiled  child  nstially  eapeeiallr  if  aha 
have  a  IltUe  caprise  in  her  teapec,  which  aaaaot 
be  denied  to  oars.  &rt,  sir,  I  am  br  from  be- 
lieving that  (he  experienae  M  tbe  Seaatc  is  any 
disadvantage  to  their  wiedom  {  ar  that  they  Am 
themselves  ao  elevated  aa  no  longer  to  re^peot  or 
regard  tbe  souroa  of  all  their  power  aad  inparl- 
aaca.  X  have  a«  aneb  apprehaneioaa  of  them  ] 
but,  if  I  had,  may  I  iaterpoae  my  ftars  betweaa 
them  and  their  Conatiiational  r^ts7  Shall  I 
blast  their  po were  with  aoysBsfMioBB)  "Bewaia 
of  jealoosy."  If  the  time  ehatt  ever  eome  when 
the  diflereat  hranohes  of  this  Government  shall 
cense  to  have  a  just  aad  hononble  eoofidence  in 
each  other ;  when  they  shall  cease  to  know  that 
ibey  emanate  from  the  same  power;  are  orealed 
by  the  same  breath;  when  they  shall  cease  to 
feel  that  they  represent  tbe  same  iaterestt;  are 
boand  by  the  same  daties,  and  are  responsiUe  to , 
the  same  authority,  then  is  the  ivf  of  ooafoaion 
and  oalamUy  eome  upon  us ;  and  la  tbe  unriaht- 
eous  struggle  all  legitimate  power  will  be  mat. 
But  "  there  is  ao  such  ihiDg."  Sueb  sQggaatioaa 
are  made  here  to  point  an  argoment  or  turn  a 
phrase,  bat  ao  maa  aerioudy  feara  or  beliovaa 
them.  A  gentleman  from  LooLsianafMr.  Ra» 
aaTfloa)  htt  said  that,  with  tbe  Senate  aad  Pra» 
ideal  claiming  to  repml  laws  by  treatiea  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  judiciary  to  declare  thwn  ai^ 
ooBstimtional  on  the  other,  tbe  power  of  tbb 
House  is  reduced  to  nothing.  We  are,  mys  be, 
treacbed  on  all  sidse,  and  can  mere  and  act  ia  ao 
direelioa.  True^  sir,  we  have  oar  limitSj  oar 
Dkeasured  bounds,  beyond  which  «e  may  aot 
move  or  aot.  But  tbe  gentleman  is  in  an  error  In 
ascribing  the  restraint  either  to  the  President  aad 
Senate  on  the  one  side,  or  the  judiciary  oa  tha 
other.  It  is  the  Constitution  in  both,  that  aa- 
cambers  both  us  and  them.  They  are  bat  the 
o^ans,  the  insuaments  deelari^  and  enforcing 
the  high  ooounaad^  tbe  aovcreign  will  af  the 
people,  as  maaifcated  and  daolaied  in  the  Coaaii- 
tution ;  they  arc  avorn  to  do  this,  aad  this  th^ 
must  do,  whomsoever  tbey  may  biend.  If  this 
House  overstep  the  preaoribed  boand^  it  ia  tbe 
duty  of  the  judiciary  to  call  it  back;  or,  at  least, 
in  adminiatenDg  the  law  to  tbe  citizea,  to  exeettte 
that  law  which  is  supreme,  rather  than  that  whieh 
is  subordinate  and  limited,  when  they  come  ia 
conflict.  Is  tbe  judge,  who  passes  theseateoce 
of  the  Uw  on  a  conncled  culprit,  guilty  of  mur- 
der ;  or  is  he  gailty  of  osurpatioo,  when  he  pas&es 
the  sentence  of  tbe  Constitution,  on  an  unconsti- 
utioaal  law?  Are  tha  Ftesideat  and  Senate  <• 
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be  cbarMd  with  usoriNitioa,  id  obeyiag  the  man- 
date*  of  the  CooBtitatioQ,  end  execmiog  its  trusts 
and  powers?  No,  sir,  in  both  cases  they  are  hot 
the  organs,  and  not  the  makers  of  the  law;  the 
instruments,  not  the  source  of  the  power. 

If  we  look  to  the  conrention  itself,  what  do  we 
find  there  as  to  the  authoritf  which  is  necessary 
to  consummate  its  obligations,  and  give  them  a 
binding  force  on  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  fifth  article  it  is  expressly  and  uneqaivo- 
ealty  declared,  that  "this  convention,  when  the 
same  sluiU  have  been  dnly  ratified  by  the  Presi- 

*  dent,  by  and  with  the  advice  and-consent  of  the 
'  Senate,  and  by  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  the 
'  Tespective  ratifications  mutuatlyezcbaog^  shall 

*  be  Dioding  aod  obligatory  oo  the  said  United 
'  Statea  and  His  Majesty  for  fonr  years  from  the 
'  date  of  its  signature;  and  the  ratifications  shall 
'  be  exehanged  in  six  months  from  this  time,  or 

*  aoooer,  if  possible."  Now,  all  this  has  been  folly 
and  duly  done.  The  President  and  Senate  have 
ratified  the  act,  and  the  ratifications  have  been 
Botually  exchanged,  and  doubtless  the  agent  of 
tfae  British  Qovernment  has  transmitted  to  bis 
Court  our  ratification  as  the  eonsnmmatton  of  tbe 
eoDtraet;  and  yet,  after  all  this,  we  are  told  that 
the  assent  of  this  House  is  still  required  to  give 
force  and  effect  to  the  convention,  and  make  it 
binding  on  the  United  States.  What  a  solemn 
mockery  have  we  been  practising ;  what  a  delib* 
erate  deception  have  we  passed  upon  the  other 
eootneting  Power!  Mr.  Speaker,  I  see  your 
hoooimble  name  to  this  iostrnment,  and  to  this 
article.  You,  sir,  have  personally  and  officially 
assured  the  British  Commissioners  that  tbe  com- 
pact you  made  with  them  should  be  binding  oo 

Sour  country,  if  ratified  by  tbe  President  and 
lenate.  Had  yon  at  that  time  a  mental  reserva- 
ti«i,  a  concealed  proviso  in  favor  of  the  control- 
ling power  of  this  House  over  the  deed ;  did  yon 
believe  and  conceal  from  them  that  the  sanction 
of  this  House  was  also  requisite?  No,  sir,  I  am 
sore  yon  did  not ;  yon  told  them  explicitly,  and 

Eon  told  them  truly,  that  when  your  act  should 
e  confirmed  by  the  President  and  Senate,  it 
would  be  the  law  of  oor  land,  binding  on  the 
United  Stales.  The  British  Commissioners  knew 
they  were  ucvoliating  with  tbe  most  distinguiehed 
citizens  of  ibeir  country,  whose  traUic  situation 
bad  peculiarly  qualified  them  to  know,  what  in- 
deed every  citizen  should  know,  the  Constitution 
of  their  own  Qovernment.  What  will  be  their 
•Dfprise,  then,  to  learn  that  our  three  Commis- 
flioners  were  either  unacquainted  with  the  taw  of 
their  country  oa  the  very  business  they  were 
transacting,  or  that,  knowing  it,  they  had  con- 
cealed or  omitted  lo  disclose  a  highly  important 
circumstance  in  relation  to  the  authority  under 
which  tbey  acted;  nay,  that  they  have  actually 
signed  an  article  wbieb,  by  every  rule  of  fair  and 
candid  construetion,  negatives  the  existence  of 
that  circumstance;  negatives  the  idea  that  the 
auetioQ  of  this  House  must  be  added  to  that  of 
tbe  President  and  Senate  to  give  a  binding  force 
inchoate  compact.  Why,  sir,  did  you  not 
ml  those  gentlemen,  fairly  and  openly,  that  you 


had  at  borne  a  certain  body,  called  the  Hotne  of 
Representatives,  very  jealous  of  all  power  but  its 
own,  whose  good  will  must  also  be  conciliated  in 
the  business,  and  without  whose  approbatim  the 
convention  could  never  live  in  our  atmosphere? 
It  was  because  it  never  eoiered  your  mind  that 
any  such  approbation  was  or  coufd  be  necessary. 
Such  an  idea  did  not  ever  pass  in  your  dreams; 
besides,  you  have  undertaken  that  the  **ratiGea* 
tions  shall  be  exchanged  in  six  months,  or  sooner." 
How  could  yon  do  this,  if  yon  thought  this  House 
was  to  act  on  them;  when  tbe  usual  term  of 
meeting  would  not  arrive  for  four  monlbs  after 
tbe  date  of  the  instrument,  and  you  could  not  say 
how  loDff  we  might  choose  to  debate  about  it. 
For  tbe  President  and  Senate,  eQch  an  acreement 
might  be  safelv  made. 

Tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Forsyth)  has  drawn  an  argument  from  tbe 
Mesnge  of  the  President,  which  accompanied  the 
convention,  in  support  of  the  bill  in  question.  To 
my  mind,  this  messase  furnishes  a  result  directly 
contrary,  at  least  so  far  as  to  show  that  the  Presi- 
dent considers  no  law  from  us  necessary  to  gfve 
validity  to  tbe  treaty.  What  does  be  say?  **!  lay 
before  Congress" — what?  The  conventioo  for 
their  consideration  and  approbation?  No;  but 
"copies  of  a  proclamation  notifying  tfae  conven- 
tion concluded,"  &e.,  "and  that  the  same  has  been 
duly  ratified ;"  that  is,  having  by  a  proclamation 
previously  given  notice  to  our  citizens  and  the* 
world,  of  the  conrention  that  bad  been  dnly  eon- 
clnded  and  duly  ratified,  he  pays  na  the  compli- 
ment of  giving  us  a  sort  of  special  notice  ii€  the 
fact,  by  laying  before  us  eopies  of  tbe  same  proe- 
lamation  he  had  previously  laid  before  the  publie. 
He  then  recommends  such  legislative  provistOM 
as  the  conventioo  may  (not  does)  call  for  on  tbe 
part  of  the  United  States.  That  is,  there  may  be 
some  matters  of  debate  in  your  custom-bouses  or 
elsewhere ;  it  may  be,  you  will  choose  to  equalize 
tbe  duties,  either  by  raising  both  to  tbe  British 
standard,  or  lowering  both  to  the  American,  and 
upon  such  matters  exercise  your  discretion.  But 
sorely  this  is  a  very  different  thing  from  requiriog 
or  expectios  of  us  to  redact  the  whole  conren- 
tion in  the  form  of  a  law,  in  order  to  give  it  a 
binding  force  on  the  United  States,  Now,  as- 
suredly, so  &r  as  we  mar  respect  the  personal 
authority  of  any  man  on  tub  questim,  there  !■  so 
one  more  entitled  to  consideration  than  the 
personage  alluded  to.  He  was  a  distiDCoiabed 
agent  in  making  tbe  Constitution ;  and  afkei^ 
wards  a  distinguished  champion  In  defending 
and  expounding  it,  both  by  bis  eloquence  and 
bis  pen ;  and  we  may  and  ought  to  place  much 
confidence  in  his  eonstroctions  of  its  intent  and 
meaning. 

The  friends  of  this  bill  rest  their  argnmedi, 
almost  wholly,  on  tbe  eighth  section  of  tbe  first 
article  of  the  ConstltutioD,  io  which  the  powen 
of  Congress  are  specially  enumerated,  ansong 
which  we  find  tbe  power  to  '-regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,"  expres.sly  granted.  Now 
there  is  surely  nothing  nowise,  or  loexpedient,  or 
inconsistent,  in  giving  this  genml  power  to  Coa- 
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grtst;  aod  afterwarda  gnntiag  to  another  branob 
of  the  GoTerameat  the  >j»ecial  right  to  reflate 
eoamerce  in  a  giren  special  case,  that  is,  to  the 
ease  of  a  treaty  or  compact  with  another  nation 
on  thii  aabjecL  And  here  I  would  admit  and 
apply  the  rule  of  coastnietion  giren  us  by  the 
mnucnMEt  from  Vir^ginia,  (Mr.  SasppBT,)  that  is, 
tnat  the  speeiai  power  most  always  be  an  excep- 
tion from  a  limitation  of  the  general  power,  which 
is  the  only  means  by  which  both  can  hare  opera- 
tion and  effect.  But,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  a  rery 
esaeottal  error  baa  been  indulged  in  this  part  of 
tbe  ammeaL  It  has  been  asserted  that  this  sec- 
tion of  the  ConalitatioQ  was  intended  to  delineate 
■Dd  preieribe  iba  {lowers  of  Congress,  that  is,  of 
the  sencial  le^ isUtive  power,  in  contradisUnetioo 
to  tne  enemiTe  or  jodieial  power,  or  to  mark 
the  boaadaries  between  tbe  different  bmncbes  of 
the  General  Government.  Nothing  can  be  more 
mistaken.  The  sole  object  is,  to  mark  and  estab- 
lish the  line  or  boundary  betweeo  tbeOeoeral  or 
FederaJ  Government,  and  tbe  State  govern- 
ments. The  word  Congress  is  not  here  used  in 
its  strict  Constitutional  meaaing,  but  rather  as 
desigoaiiag  the  federal  power.  This  is  obvious 
from  the  least  attention  to  tbe  subject.  By  the 
first  section  of  tbe  first  article,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  is  declared  lo  consist  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives.  If,  then,  in  the 
eighth  section,  tbe  term  Congress  is  to  be  taken 
io  its  strict  Constitutional  sense,  it  would  follow 
that  the  Senate  aod  House  of  Representative* 
have,  without  recourse  to  any  other  aathority, 
the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  borrow  money, 
relate  commerce,  &c.,  when  in  fact  we  know 
that  they  have  not  this  power  without  the  assent 
of  tbe  President,  unless  indeed  by  two-thirds  of 
each  bodj.  This  is  snflBcient  to  show  the  danger 
of  fasteniDgr  our  eyes  upon  any  one  clause  or  page 
of  the  Coasiitntion  to  decide  its  meaning,  and  tbe 
propriety  of  taking  the  whole  together  in  (wder  to 
fix  the  construction  of  any  part. 

We  find  in  this  eighth  section  that  Congress 
may  exercise  the  powers  there  enumerated,  but 
we  find  in  another  place,  that  the  President  must 
coDcnr,  and  we  most  take  both  together  as  tbe  law 
of  the  ConstitntioD.  So,  in  this  eighth  section 
we  find  that  Conj^ess  has  tbe  power  to  regulate 
commereej  but  in  another  place  we  also  find  a  pow- 
er given  to  the  President  and  Senate  to  make  trea- 
tias.  which  from  their  very  nature  must  ia  many 
mad  most  instances  have  relation  to  eommerce,and 
of  eonseqaence  sofhr  a  power  is  also  given  to  the 
President  and  Senate  to  reentate  commerce.  It 
most  be  remarked,  that  in  the  grant  to  Congress 
thene  are  no  exclusive  words  ftom  which  it  may 
be  inferred,  that  in- no  case  any  other  branch  of 
the  QoveromtDt  shall  interfere  with  the  regola- 
tion  of  commerce;  and  this  answers  the  question 
so  frequently  put  to  as  in  tbe  course  of  this  debate^ 
why  may  not  a  treaty  draw  money  directly  from 
the  Treasury,  wbieb  is  a  right  given  to  Congress 
ia  tbe  same  section  which  grants  the  ri|fht  to  reg- 
■late  commerce.  The  phraseology  is  whot^ 
diiereal  in  the  two  eases.  In  ease  of  mon^,  it 
is  deetered  chat  <*bo  menoy  shall  be  dravn  from 
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the  Treasury,  but  in  eonseqoenee  of  approfwia- 
tioDs  made  by  law." 

We  have  araed  tbe  undisputed  ease  of  a  trMty 
of  peaee  repealing  a  law  declaring  war ;  to  whicn 
no  satisfactory  explanation  or  answer  has  been 
made.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Somb 
Carolina  (Mr.  Lownobs)  has  attempted  one, 
which  is  utterly  insufficient,  and  founded  on  tbe 
most  palpable  error.  He  says  this  is  all  right,  be- 
cause the  power  of  making  peace  is  not  among 
the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress.  Why,  by  tbe 
same  reasoning,  then,  we  may  by  this  treaty  re- 
move the  diseriininating  duties,  forthe  taking  off  a 
duty  is  also  not  among  the  enumerated  powers  of 
Congress.  But  the  right  of  removing  flows  neeea- 
sarily  from  the  right  of  imposing  a  duty ;  and  so 
the  right  of  making  peace  woold  flow  from  the 
right  of  making  war,  were  it  not  for  another  rea- 
son. The  Convention  intended  to  confer  on  Coa- 
gress,  meaning  as  I  contend  in  this  plaes,  the 
Federal  Government,  the  power  to  do  those  things 
which  a  Government  may  and  can  do  of  itself,  by 
its  own  single  authority,  and  withont  any  depen- 
dence  upon,  or  reference  to,  the  will  of  another 
nation.  Of  this  sort  is  every  enumerated  power. 
But  to  make  peace,  requires  the  concurrence  of 
tbe  nation  with  whom  you  are  at  war;  aod  is 
necessarily  a  subject  of  negotiation,  of  treaty,  of 
compact,  and  not  of  legisUition.  It  would  have 
been  little  less  than  an  absurdity  for  the  Conven- 
tion to  have  said  that  the  Congress,  or  any  other 
department  of  the  GoverDment,sbould  have  power 
to  make  peaee.  It  does  not  pretend  to  confer  this 
power  on  the  President  and  Senate:  but  marely 
authorizes  them  to  make  treaties,  which  treaties 
may  obtain  peace. 

I  will  offer,  sir,  one  further  remark,  and  then 
detain  you  no  longer.  By  tbe  sixth  article  of  the 
Constitution,  it  is  declared  that  "this  Constitution. 
'  and  tbe  laws  of  the  United  States  ^which  shall 
'be-made  ia  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties 
'  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  anthor- 
'  ity  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  tbe  supreme  law 
'  of  tbe  land."  Here  we  see  three  classifications  of 
this  supreme  law;  not  three  grades,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Roaa)  has  remark- 
ed, for  I  cannot  comprehend  any  grades  of  supre- 
macy. We  have  three  classes,  all  ])ut  on  the 
same  footing  of  authority}  and  treaties  are  de- 
clared to  be  as  mach  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
as  laws  made  in  pursuance  of  tbe  Constitnlioii. 
Now,  the  third  classification,  to  \rit,  "treaties 
made  under  the  authority  of  tbe  United  States" 
would  be  wholly  superfluous  and  nimeeessary,oit 
tbe  construction  contended  for  by  our  ODpooents; 
for  if  a  treaty  becomes  a  law  of  the  land,  and 
derives  its  binding  force  and  effect,  not  from  its 
own  intrinsie  power,  but  by  end  under  the  author- 
ity of  a  law  of  Congress,  then  are  treaties  included 
in  tbe  second  elassifieatioo  of  supreme  laws,  to 
wit,  "^awsmade  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution," 
and  it  was  worse  than  nugatory  to  say  anything 
more  about  them.  It  has,  however,  been  contend- 
ed that  the  treaty  must  be  made  "  under  tbe  au- 
thority of  the  United  States ;"  and  assumed  that 
this  can  only  be  done  by  ihe  Congress  of  the 
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Vmkti  States,  to  vbieh  that  asfhoritr  resides. 
It  is  obrioos  that  this  argameai.  or  rather  as- 
nrtioo,  lakes  fot  granted  tbc  whoie  niaitcr  of 
disiiate  {  and  riraafo,  therefore,  be  proved  before 
it  M  so  asaeh  reliea  on.  Bat  is  oot  a  treaty 
made  "ooder  the  aotboriiy  of  the  United  Statfee," 
if  it  be  made  by  the  departnieDt  of  the  (Jovera- 
xneat  in  which  the  Coostitotion  of  the  United 
States  has  confided  the  power  to  make  ireMMs  3 
The  authority  of  the  United  States  is  in  the  Con- 
stitotiODj  to  be  used  and  exercised  aeeordiog  to 
the  distributioa  there  oiade  of  it,  and  etery  Ivanch 
acting  in  its  |>roper  sphere  acts  with  the  whole 
atttfaority  of  the  United  Slates.  Itehonld  also  be 
lAsenred  that  this  elaase  of  the  Cowtittttton  re- 
latea  to  tresties  mad&  or  whieh  sbaU  be  made, 
uder  tbe  aaifaority  of  ifae  Uaited  States,  meas- 
imm  perinps  to  fatdwle  a«y  treatiasw  cmventioBt 
wiieb  raigftt  hare  beea  made)  at  «sy  perkid,  by 
any  of  the  iadividaal  States. 

I  am  so  gmtefol  for  the  indntfleat  vttentiaa  of 
the  flense^  at  this  late  hour,  that  I  will  detain 
Unm  no  tooger  with  thanks  and  afofavies. 

When  Mu  U.  bad  eoaeLudsd,  the  Hoase  «d- 

jOttfMd. 

SATtrRDAT,  January  13. 

Mr.  WiKDOirEB  pres«ted  petitions  of  sandry 
inhabitnts  of  the  United  States,  prayinc  Con- 
Msato  take  intaeonsideraiioa  Che  wasant  aitua- 
San  of  tba  cotton  nannfiMlociflB  of  the  eenntry, 
and  enact  snob  laws  and  relations  ns  nay  be 
dwed  eqieUeu  for  the  inVeresM  of  those  eon- 
•mod  tbcfdnf  as  well  «s  for  tbe  iMerost  of  the 
pnblic  in  general.— Referred  to  the  ConMiitcee 
OB  Commerce  ud  ManolactttFes. 

Mr.  PoBfinB  presented  a  petition  of  sondry  io- 
habitaau  of  the  county  of  Niaga»j  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  praying  compuisatioa  for  losses 
oecasiooed  by  the  iovasion  of  that  froatter  by 
the  British  forces,  dariw  the  late  war,  in  which 
invasion  tbe  Tillages  of  BaSalo,  Bhck  Rock, 
Manchester,  and  I^wistoa,  were  totally  destroy- 
ed.^ReferTed  to  Messrs.  PoBTEa,  Tanoop,  Bab- 
SRT,  Hbbbbst,  Gsinbui,  Wiurai,  and  Man- 
nu. 

Mr,  Sataob  preaoited  n  petition  of  Thomas 
Williams,  lately  one  oftikeahiefs  of  Iroquois  tribe 
of  Indians,  ia  the  dominions  of  Qreac  Britain,  boi 
new  a  resideit  of  the  State  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing rem  meratioa  for  losses  sustasned  by  him  in 
oonse^nenee  of  his  abandoning  the  British  domin- 
ions aod  joining  tbe  American  forees,  durmg  the 
late  wsr  with  Oreat  BriiaiB.^Referied  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Tahobt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
Blade  a  report  on  tbe  petition  of  John  6.  Camp, 
which  was  read }  when  Mr.  T.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  reUef  itf  John  Q.  Can^j  wbieh  was  mad 
twice,  and  aoninhted  to  n  Committee  of  tbe 
Whok 

On  motitn  of  Mr.  Portbb,  the  Comninee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolntitnaiy  ClaiaM  were  in- 
itnated  to  inqaire  into  tbe  ezpedincy  of  placing 
thofoOowiag  officers  aa4  private  soldiers  of  the 


New  Tork  militia'  on  the  peosion  Hs^  on  tka 
ground  of  wona^  and  disabiliiiea  reeeiveJ  while 
in  tbe  service  of  the  United  States,  namely:  Gi^ 
tain  John  Hole,  Serffeant  Jdn  Mason ;  privates^ 
Ptolemy  Sheldon^  John  B.  WiUwms,  Btastos 
Disbrow,  Jehex  Fisk,  and  JenatbaA  D.  Catriec 

Mr.  P.  also  presented sradry  doooaieitts  ia  tttp'  I 
port  of  the  claims  to  pensions  of  the  officesa  and 
soldiers  named  in  tbe  foregoing  feaalatifla,vrbieb 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pesanna  and  i 
Revolntionary  Claims.  | 

Mr.  iHonAK,  from  tbe  Oommineeof  Wnysvad  | 
Means,  reported  a  htU  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
« An  act  for  the  relief  of  Kdward  ^lowellf 
wbich  was  read  twice,  aad  coramined  to  n.  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wh^. 

Mr.  Law,  from  a  saleet  commttlee,  repotted  a 
bill  for  tbe  relief  nf  JoiMkma  Rogora,  jnnor.  «f 
Waterford,  in  tbe  ENale  of  ConneecleM;  iriiieh 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Comiuittee  dT 
Wbole. 

COMMEHCE  WITH  OREAT  BKTTAm. 

Tbe  House  resumed  the  ceosiileratiDo  of  the 
question  dependieg  yesterday  at  the  time  of  tbe 
adjournment, to  wit :  Shall  the  engromd  btJl  "to 
regulate  the  commerce  between  toe  territories  of 
tbe  United  Stues  and  of  His  Britannic  Mqee^, 
according  to  the  convention  coBclnded  on  mt 
3i  day  of  July,  1815,"  pass?  | 

Mr.  FoBflVTH  ro»e  and  spoke  as  foUows:  Iniia 
extremely  reinctaut,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  pntnel  thn 
decision  of  this  question ;  aod  if  I  believed  the  few 
obserTBtioDs  I  propose  to  make  would  delay  U 
beyond  the  present  day,  I  should  certainly  remun 
silent,  Dotwithstao'Jioff  tbe  strong  induccraents  I 
have  to  address  you.  My  purpose  is  to  vindicate  ifae 
bill  before  you.  and  its  advocates,  from  charges 
which  have  beien  repeated  by  almost  every  ge»- 
ileman  who  has  pretended  to  examine  tbe  priib> 
ciples  of  the  one  or  the  motives  of  the-  otbo'. 

The  bill  has  been  represeated  as  conuadioting 
and  belying  all  tbe  doctrines  heretofore  esuAi- 
lished  OD  mis  subject;  as  a  daogetoos  and  ua-  | 
precedented  novelty;  as  assumiog  for  its  basis  a 
principle  that  legislative  aid  is  necessary  to  tbe 
validity  of  all  treaties  which  can  be  made  by  tbt 
Constitutional  authority.  Is  it  necessary  for  m* 
again  to  rder  to' tbe  laws  heretofore  passed  in  iba 
execution  of  treaties  to  prove  how  utterly  un- 
founded is  the  first  accusation  1  Will  the  Ikonoi- 
able  genttemen  who  have  in  such  forcible  tenu 
condemned  the  introduction  of  this  novelty  tun 
over  the  statute  book  and  examine  with  aeenracy 
the  provisions  made  for  the  execution  of  the  tran- 
lies  of  Oreat  Britain,*  Spain,  and  France  1  Siiv 

*  la  a  Ibrmer  addiaw  to  the  Honae  on  tids  vaAjoek 
Ut,  FoM)tbvras«ader  AeimpisarieR^  a*  laws  bad 
besa  passed,  or  were  ■Msasaiy,  hi  flKeevtbHKtfdMTna* 
^eflTM.  A  sabseqaent  eaaiataalioB  of  that  ttsal^ 
asidef  tba  acts  of  Oengteai,  has  snabM  tana  to  oosnst 
this  mistske.  It  was  agreed  by  tbe  thvd  eitido  of  iba 
trea^,  that  maicbaiMliss  in^orted  into  the  UaitsA 
States  from  tba  Britidi  tanitories  in  Ncctb  rtmMimi 
by  laad  or  inland  aavigation*  ahonM  be  eabfoot  to  no 
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tkar  irill  find  that  ih«  stslotes  pused  in  the  exe- 
cvuoa  of  tbeie  iostrniDeDU  are  twia  broihm, 
mIumb,  feflcfitcd  imwei*  HoweTer  ihey  mijr  be 
diqpoeed  tg  coadeDB  mis  nirieu  Ic^sUitioa,  it  wilt 
be  HceMuy  lo  fboBcl  their  eoBdemution  npoa 
WMKtUDg  more  tubsfantial  ihao  •  ngae  deela- 
nfttion  agiinst  DorcUies,  precedeats  for  wbkh  are 
to  be  fousd  ia  every  treaty  made  since  the  ettab* 
lisbnentof  ibeGoTeramcDtof  tbe  United  States. 

The  basis  of  tbc  bill  is  not  the  prioeiple  stated, 
that  legislatire  aid  is  iMctsaanr  to  the  validity  of 
ereattes.  Geoilemea  have  exnaasted  their  iofe' 
Mit^,  tlieir  time,  aad  their  ele^aeaee,  ia  the  dis- 
esssioo  of  a.  dot^rine  tttterljr  doued  by  the  bill 
aad  those  w  ho  advocate  it.  The  doetriae  enn- 
tended  for  i  a,  tbai  in  certeia  oases  specified  by 
tbe  GoBStitttUao,  l^islatire  aid  is  necessary  to 
the  aseeo^ai  a(  breaties.  Is  tture  no  differeoee 
between  the  two  propositioos  t  On  tbe  eontrary, 
is  Bot  tbe  distinetioB  aminent  lo  the  efe  aad  ob> 
mas  to  tbe  coaeh?  The  distinetion  bstareen  tbe 
validity  of  an  iostramcat  aad  theenentiott  of  its 
[Hovisioas,  betwoea  the  oUimtion  of  cootiaet 
ad  (be  performaoce  of  tbat«bligatuui  7  Wa  are 
Bot  dispisaed  to  call  in  qoeetiMi  the  pnpriety  of 
this  DaiDC  which  has  been  givea  to  this  tnstra- 
■eot,  or  to  baptize  it  by  any  other  than  that 
wliieb  it  properly  derives  from  its  god&ther  aad 
lodmotber,  the  President  aad  iba  Senate;  we  in- 
sist not  that  it  is  the  figment  or  shadow  of  a 
inaty,  bat  that  it  shell  be  neither  more  nor  less 
tbaa  a  troaty,  valid  and  obligatory  as  saeh  as  a 
esatraet,  hot  not  haviag  the  force  of  law  in  its 
^ration  tipoo  tbe  mnntoipal  conoeros  of  tbrs 
|BOpl*witboailegislativcenaotmeBt.  Andwhere, 
■r,  ia  the  danger  to  arise ;  not  from  tbe  establish* 
neat,  bat  from  tbe  coatiatiaaee  of  this  Constitti- 

)u(her  duties  than  would  be  payable  if  inworted  in 
American  Tesseis  into  the  AtUi^  ports  of  the  Mid 
States.  A  provision  perfectly  nmilar,  so  far  ss  !»• 
spsetcd  the  intercoareo  hy  land  with  Csnads,  to  that 
intiodaced  in  the  Iste  conventioa,  with  respect  to  the 
intereoBrse  with  tiie  EiuD^ean  BriUdi  lenitoriest  and 
wUdi  was  eqaa%  incoosMtent  with  flie  existing  re- 
TCBoa  law^  which  then  as  now  imposed  an  oddlUonal 
JaQr  of  ten  per  cent  on  ttte  iaty  imposed  on  merchan- 
Ase  iaipoTted  in  Ameriosn  veewls.  When  the  impor- 
MioB  was  made  in  foreign  vessetsi  tlM  same  article 
coatalned  also  several  o&er  provinonc,  either  iaeoo- 
ririent  with  the  eaisting  Isws^  or  embradag  oUeets ' 
wiibia  sphere  of  Ae  legiidative  power*  ttf  Coo- 
gwai  sofh  as  the  eaemptioa  of  daty  on  peUiias,  on 
gasds  bekmgiag  to  tbe  Indianih  and  ea  merchandise 
ssirisd  ever  the  poirtagss;  tbe  regnlslion  of  tbe  rates' 
eftoanago;  the  geaersl  permission  to  impsrt  all  goods. 
Bot  shoge^MT  pobibitaot  dta.  The  Western  posli; 
wore  not  delivered  np  until  1797»  and  it  was  only  in 
1709  that  rerenne  d&trtcts  and  cnstom-hooses  were 
established  by  law  on  Lalus  Ontario,  Erie,  and  Huron. 
Tbe  aame  act  whidi  esUUished  those,  ■*  the  act  to 
fsgalste  the  collection  of  dniiea  on  imports  sad  too- 
B^,  passed  die  3d  of  March,  1799,"  contains  several 
ssetieas  enacted  far  the  pnrpeee  of  confaimfaig  the  act 
to  tho  siipiriatHHis  ^  ma  trea^  iriwve  Rentfamed ; 
*see  seetkms  are  the  IMth  and  lOStb,  <4th  voL  Lews 
sf  Hm  tfaM  Statss^pagee  440  and  441,)  and  embrwe 
«n  *o  psoNMons  flf  t&e  Ifaild  aitisiB  allBdod  to. 
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lioutl  praeticel  Caa  it  be  supposed  that  it  will 
be  necessary,  eoovenient.  or  proper,'  for  tbe  Pres}- 
dcot  aad  Senate  to  make  traiies,  to  tbe  exeen- 
tton  of  which  Congress  will  refuse  its  aid  ?  Can 
it  be  expected,  aner  the  natloaat  faith  has  beeft 
pledged  by  the  competeal  aathority,  that  any  de- 
partment of  the  Qoveniment  will  refase  lo  do 
tbe  acts  necessary  for  the  redemption  of  the 
pledge  ?  May  Bot  the  same  eansea  which  ope- 
rated to  prodoee  ihe  aequieseeBoe  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  tbe  reeorameadation  of  two-thirds  of 
the  Seaate^  be  at  all  times  trusted  to  procure  a 
bare  majority  of  this  branch  of  Congress  for  the 
fotfilmeat  of  its  part  of  the  oattonal  obligalioni 
Bvery  treatv  ratified  imposes  upon  the  GoveriH 
meat,  ia  all  its  departments,  tbe  oblrgaiion  to 
fulfil  iu  Tbe  extent  of  that  obligation  is  a  qoes- 
lion  not  now  necessary  to  be  examined  ordiscossed. 
So  far  as  relates  to  the  late  coovention  with 
Great  Brilaia,  no  disposition  is  fell  ia  any  pan 
of  Iba  Hauee  to  avoid  tbe  dieeharfe  of  all  the  dti- 
tias  whieh  are  imposed  by  its  tailfication.  The 
advecatM  of  this  doetrltte  have  bean  aeonsed  itf 
a  desire  to  eneroaoh  apon  Ihe  ConsiitnifcMUd 
power  of  the  other  body.  This  Honae  has  beaft 
called  tbe  pet  child  of  an  over-indulgent  motfaei, 
and  warnea  not  to  asstnne  rights,  presuming  qdm 
that  indalg^eBee,  which  are  exelasively  vested  m 
another  emM  or  the  same  family.  The  propriety 
of  (bis  wanuD^  is  to  be  tested  by  the  truth  of  tha 
principte  it  assaraes,  tint  the  legislative  rirtt  ia 
vested  in  the  other  and  less  favored  child.  a<m 
fhr  the  hoDorabte  geutleman  from  Peoasytmnia 
<Mr.  HomNSON)  has  succeeded  in  eeublisbin^ 
this  truth  the  House  will  jn^e.  I  beg  leave, 
however,  to  roBind  him,  that  ia  the  exeeutioa  A 
this  duty  he  proposed  ooe  question  and  aigtMd  a 
different  one.  The  question  whether  a  treaty 
subsequently  made,  repeab  an  existing  law  con- 
trary to  its  stiputatioas,  was  the  one  proposed  to 
be  eoBsidered,  and  ibe«Be  now  befbre  the  Howe. 
This  is  to  be  datenDlned  by  what  the  Consthn- 
tion  is,  and  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  This  wu 
the  jgrrouadwork  of  bisa^ment;  butfasuad  of 
misng  it  upon  this  basis,  he  abandoas  it  at  the 
first  stroke  of  his  trowel,  and  builds  bis  whole 
superstructure  npoa  a  distinct  aad  undisputed 
fbuddatioa;  that  tiiere  is  oo  sopposabte  casein 
which  tbe  vote  of  this  House  is  necessary  to  give 
validity  to  a  treaty.  Sir,  we  are  ia  tbe  exercise 
our  Coastiiotiooal  powers,  and  performing  the 
dutiee  of  onr  stalioD,  ia  opposing  principles  aever 
before  coatcoded  for;  ruinous  la  iheir  conse- 
quences to  the  seearity  of  public  happiaest,  de- 
structive of  the  euds  of  tbe  Coosfitotion.  We 
are  the  giurdiaiw  of  the  rights  of  the  people, 
plaaed  as  seniiaels  to  watch  the  avenues  of  pow- 
er, to  pravemt  the  eaoroaohmeate  of  all  the  oihtt 
departmaitts  of  the  Gorenrmant,  and  to  s«Mi 
with  inquisitorial  sorutiny  the  moUves  whioti 
gorem  their  eondneL  Xb  all  the  diseassions  and 
vaimlh  Thieb  Ims  heretofore  beea  excited  by  tb» 
sni^Maad  eoofliol  between  the  powers  of  the  two 
Houses,  an  attempt  never  was  before  made  tb 
prevent  Uw  passage  of  an  act  to  carry  a  treaty 
Mto  eiEtttt  on  the  ground  that  the  treaty  itieu 
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becomes  a  law,  DOtwitlistaadiDg  ibe  exivteoet  of 
a  cootradiotory  statute.  The  UDiform  practioe, 
aad  ibe  doctrines  heretofore  held,  are  eqaalljr  in 
contradiction  to  this  novel  and  ODpreeedeoted 
attempt. 

Id  ibe  long,  animated,  and  locid  diseuasioa  of 
the  treaty^-making  power  in  the  year  1796,  it  was 
oontended  by  the  Federal  luinoritf ,  1st.  That  a 
treaty  once  ratified  was  bindiac  on  the  nation, 
and  that  Congress  was  as  maeh  boand  to  pass 
the  laws  necessary  to  carry  sueb  treaty  into  ef- 
fect, as  the  President  and  Courts  were  to  exe* 
cute  its  provisioos;  2diy.  That  if  there  was  any 
diseretioik  in  Congress,  it  was  limited  to  the 
special  act  required  of  them-^to  the  propriety  of 
making  appropriations,  of  regulating  duties,  dec., 
and  that  they  oad  no -right  to  take  into  consider- 
.atioo,  a^  a  motiTe  of  dissent,  other  parts  of  the 
treaty  which  avowedly  required  no  legislative 
sanction.  Ttie  determination  of  (he  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  at  that  period— I  mean  the 
Republican  piajority — was  still  more  clearly 
contradictory  to  this  new  doctrine.  Upon  what, 
sir,  is  the  reliance  for  its  establishment  at  this 
late  day  ?  Literally  upon  a  mamnal  note  of  the 
printer  of  tha  Conatirationj  which  says  treaties 
«e  lawa  of  the  land.  I  wiU  not  repMt  what  1 
liad  already  oecsrion  to  remark,  >na  whut  has 
been  so  much  more  fuUy  illustrated  by  other 
gentlemen,  that  the  text  of  this  part  of  the  Con- 
atUotion  has  no  bearing  upon  this  question,  it  was 
adopted  for  a  purpose  explaiaed  sufficiently  by 
reference  to  the  article  itself,  to  ascertain  the  su- 
premtcy  of  the  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties 
of  the  [Inited  States  over  State  coostiintionsaod 
State  laws.  Is  reliance  placed  upon  the  article 
which  authorizes  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  two-tbinls  of  the  Senate, 
to  make  treaties  1  The  making  the  contract,  and 
the  effect  of  it,  are  totally  different  things.  The 
ascertainment  of  what  department  of  the  Qovem- 
meot  is  authorized  to  make  treaties,  does  nothing 
towards  the  establisliment  of  the  doabtful  qaes- 
tloD  of  the  extent  aad  efiiwt  of  them  when  nude. 
It  is  upon  the  article  which  extends  the  jodleial 
power  to  all  eases  in  law  and  equity  arising  on- 
der  the  Qovernmeat  and  laws  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  the  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be 
made,  under  their  aatbority.  This  is  not  suffi- 
cient, for  this  provision  is  necessary  to  the  per- 
fection of  the  Constitution,  whether  treaties  are 
of  themselves  sufficient  or  require  legislative  en- 
actment. Cases  would  arise  under  treaties  which 
avowedly  require  no  legislative  provision,  and  to 
those  cases  it  was  necessary  to  extend  tnejudi- 
ciaj  power  of  the  General  Qovernment.  These 
are  all  the  clauses  of  the  Constitution  on  the  sob- 
jecl,  and  not  one  of  them  separated  from  the 
residue  authorizes  thecMelaston  which  had  been 
drawn  from  them.  Nor  is  this  conclusion  justi- 
fied by  eny  possible  combination  or  analysis  of 
them.  An  attempt,  however,  is  made  to  supply 
this  defect  in  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  by  a 
course  of  reasoning  npoa  the  nature  of  treaties 
and  the  necessity  wfaioh  exists  for  giving  such  a 
cmattttotion  in  order  to  perfect  the  grant  of  power 
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to  the  President  and  Senate,  to  enable  the  Exec- 
utive to  exercise  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pro- 
duce the  end  intended  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
grant.  It  is  said,  also,  that  a  treaty  being  a  coo- 
tract  between  nations,  operatin^^  upon  the  partiee 
to  it,  is  superior  to  a  law  which  t^^etate*  oaly 
upon  the  cittznu  or  subjects  of  either  of  the  par- 
ties. I  deny  the  correctness  of  the  date  and  the 
a^umenu  founded  upon  them.  It  is  neeeaaary 
from  the  nature  of  the  treaty  power  that  its  ob- 
ject should  not  be  defined,  not  the  oeeessliy  of 
limiting  the  effect  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  is 
the  same,  is  indeed  infinitely  greater  than  the 
necessity  of  limiting  the  exercise  of  legislative 
power,  tbe  more  especially  in  a  Govemmeot  con- 
stituted like  ours,  where  tbe  legislative  power  is 
bridled  by  its  division  into  separate  branches. 
Unless,  indeed,  it  should  be  shown  that  tiiere  is 

Sreater  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  com- 
[nation  and  corruption  of  two  bodies  dissimilar- 
ly constituted  in  toe  same  State,  than  from  the 
corruption  of  one  of  them,  and  its  eombinatioD 
with  a  foreign  Power — a  position,  whose  false- 
hood is  demonstrated  both  by  theory  and  expe- 
rience. What  is  'the  end  to  be  aceM&pliahca  9 
The  preservation  of  the  national  fai^  by  a  faith- 
IhI  diaeharge  of  the  contrut.  Is  the  mode  of 
fal6llingit  important  to  this  end?  Is  not  ihie 
national  faith  sacredly  complied  with,  either  by 
the  enactment  of  lawa  in  execution  of  the  treatr, 
or  by  considering  the  treaty  as  law  ia  iiselr? 
li  is  true,  sir,  that  it  is  more  convenient  for  ihooe 
who  exercise  this  power  that  it  should  not  be  thw 
clogged,  the  more  especially  if  it  is  sought  to  be 
exerted  in  doubiful  or  desperate  cases;  but  the 
foreign  Qovernment  with  whom  your  engage- 
ment is  formed,  has  no  more  concern  with  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  executed  than  with 
any  other  internal  regulation.  It  is,  however, 
said  to  be  all-powerful,  because  it  is  a  contract. 
This,  permit  me  to  sav,' is  the  first  lime  I  have 
heard  the  doctrine  advanced  that  a  law  which 
comouinds  ia  Inferior  to  a  contract  which  prom- 
ises; that  the  act  of  performance  is  liifcrior  to 
tbe  word  of  promise.  The  very  contrary  Is  the 
doctrine  I  hold  ;  the  law  is  superior  becante  the 
treaty  is  but  the  promise,  the  contract*  whieh 
can  be  redeemed  or  fulfilled  only  by  sobsequeat 
enactmrat.  The  inferiority  of  the  treaty  to  the 
legislative  power  is  obvious  from  tbe  nature  of 
the  two  powers  and  the  manner  in  whieh  th^ 
are  to  operate ;  the  first  is  granted  from  neeeasity. 
the  second  for  convenience ;  the  first  is  essential 
to  the  existence  of  society,  the  second  adrenti- 
tioua;  the  first  operates  within  the  State,  the 
latter  is  granted  from  its  possible  connexion 
with,  and  effect  upon,  the  objects  for  which  the 
first  was  delesated.  Bat,  sir,  tbe  effect  resulting 
from  tbe  establishment  oi  this  monstrous  preten- 
sion, requires  to  be  examined.  The  people  who 
framed  the  Constitution  imagined  that  they  had 
secured  all  their  rights  from  violation  by  liie 
checks  and  guards.  They  believed  at  least  that 
no  laws  could  be  passed  without  the  conaeni  of 
their  Representaltveii  biennially  respoaeibia  to 
them  for  the  wisdom  and  purity  of  their  eondneu 
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In  order  to  preserTe  within  its  proper  sphere  the 
Coflfrem  of  which  these  Representatires  were  a 
consfilneDt  part,  they  fixed  certain  bouadarie* 
wiihin  which  they  should  be  permitted  freelr  to 
aet,  and  within  which  ibey-foBdly  imagined  no 
other  autboritjr  conid  be  permitted  to  interfere 
with  the  exercise  of  their  powers.  Inadrertently, 
howaref,  they  kvr%  authorized  the  President  and 
SeMte  lo  make  tttatiesi  and  this  general  pernis- 
stim  ia  innda  the  instmmeni  of  wresUsg  from 
ibeir  BcprcaeniatiTca  their  share  in  the  mana^ 
ment  of  the  national  inlerasL  A  foreign  Power 
or  Indian  tribe  is  substituted  for  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and  the  President  and  Senate 
with  (his  extra  Constitntional  assistanee  is  omnip- 
oteat  {  their  word  is  good  against  the  world. 
They  may  lay  taxes,  borrow  money,  regnlate 
comaeree,  establish  uniform  roles  of  baokroptcy, 
coin  money,  declare  war,  raise  armies,  and  change 
your  ConstitQtioa  ad  Ubiturn.  We  are  told  tlwi 
these  are  extreme  eases,  not  to  be  supposed ;  the 
Senate  are  loo  pare  to  aet  thus ;  that  (be  CoDsti- 
tutioa  limits  their  power  by  declaring  that  no 
money  shall  be  taken  from  the  Treasury  except 
by  appropriatiou  previously  made  by  law  ;  aod 
sone  have  adt^Mcd  the  ground  that  the  power  of 
the  purse  and  the  sword  is  with  the  Congress, 
and  ennnot  be  affected  by  treaty.  We  era  in- 
formed, toOf  that  it  is  not  »  lair  mode  of  reason- 
ing, <o  pDt  extreme  cases.  Doubtful  principles 
arc  ftlwnys  to  be  tested  by  considering  the  coo- 
leqacnecs  dedncihle  from  them.  If  they  are 
dirly  dednecd,  and  are  manifestly  nbsnrd,  how- 
ever an'e'SUy  correct  the  premises  may  be, 
however  dimenlt  to  detect  their  fallacy,  we  may 
eonclnde  with  ou«-ring  certainty  that  they  are 
falee.  In  this  ease  gentlemen  refuse  to  examine 
because  they  dare  not  face  the  coosequeDces  of 
the  prioeiples  they  recommend.  If  there  is  aay- 
thiog'  in  ibeir  argument  of  the  purity  and  wisdom 
of  the  Senate,  the  argument  is  equally  applicable 
to  ourselves,  and  we  and  those  who  succeed  us,  1 
hope,  may  be  as  safely  trusted  as  the  present  or 
any  other  Senate  which  may  assist  ia  the  man- 
agcneu  of  the  national  eonecrns.  Admittiag 
the  present  parity  and  wisdom  of  the  Senate, 
bare  yon  a  bond  that  they  are  to  remain  so  ?  It 
will  be  naMmbered  that  the  deseendanto  of  the 
Senators  who  died  on  their  chairs  when  Rome 
was  sacked  bv  the  Goths,  were  the  vilest  para- 
Bites  and  paMtrers  of  imperial  power.  What  is 
tbe  bonaled  miciotion  imposed  by  the  section 
that  "  00  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treas- 
ury but  in  conaeqnence  of  appropriations  made  by 
law?"  It  is  true  that  most  important  acts  of 
power  require  the  expenditure  of  money.  Many, 
however  deadly  to  the  public  interest  and  secu- 
rity, may  be  effected  without  its  aid. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  HoPKiMaoH)  who  warned  us  "  to  beware  of 
jealonsy,"  has  shown  us  how  easily  this  scetion 
may  be  eraded.  He  has  told  us  that  a  treaty 
may  be  carried  into  execution  without  approfnia- 
lion^  if  the  President  ean  procnre  the  required 
atrriee  to  be  perfmned  anthont  compensation. 
From  thia  it  follow^  aa  an  irresittible  corollary, 
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that,  if  the  money  necessary  can  be  procured  in 
any  other  way,  the  treaty  may  be  executed.  If, 
for  example,  the  foreign  Power  should  prefer  to 
pay  the  money  rather  than  losetheadvaaiagesof 
the  contract.  This  position,  taken  in  connexion 
with  bis  solemn  warning,  like  tbe  conduct  and 
the  voice  of  lago,  is  calculsted  to  awaken  and 
stimulate  that  passion  against  whose  influeace 
he  bids  us  f  beware."  But  whence  arises  this 
squeamish  diatinctioo  between  appropriation  laws 
and  other  lam?  Is  a  treaty  a  law  to  some  por- 
poaes  and  not  a  law  for  othen?  From  what 
source  is  this  distinction  drawn  1  Why  will  gen- 
tlemen after  swaUowtojg  the  hemlock  refuse  the 
necessary  means  to  give  it  immediate  effect? 
Cao  they  hope  to  escape  tbe  deadly  influence  of 
tbe  poisonous  draught?  They  indeed  prolong 
for  a  short  period  a  miserable  existence;  they 
may  render  the  mortal  agony  more  intense  by 
protracting  the  moment  of  dissolution  ;  but,  sir, 
their  fate  is  sealed,  and  no  human  power  ean 
sever  them  from  death.  Whet  is  the  efficacy  of 
this  limitation,  supposing  if  to  be  beyond  eva- 
sion and  dispute?  What  u  its  potent  efficacy, 
if,  by  your  President  and  Senate,  a  band  of  five 
hundred  thonsaed  armed  banditti  are  admitted 
into  tbe  centre  of  your  territory  t  Constitu- 
tional limitations,  without  ainr  power  of.enforee- 
ment  but  tbe  people,  neither  forewarned  nor  fore- 
armed by  their  representatives^  (for,  if  our  aid 
is  not  necessary,  tbe  first  intimation  we  may 
have  will  he  the  landing  of  these  hordes  upon  our 
shores,) — what  are  they  against  fixed  bayoitets 
and  ruthless  ambition?  It  is  in  vain  to  say  this 
will  not,  cannot  happen.  Sir,  I  know  it  cannot, 
will  not  happen,  if  we  are  true  to  our  own  trust ; 
but  if  this  unlimited  autbotity  is  granted  to  tbe 
President  and  Senate,  who  wilt  say  that  in  the 
next  century  it  may  not  occur?  The  honorable 
adrocaies  of  this  doctrine  rely  for  the  fidelity  of 
the  execution  of  the  power  upon  tbe  mode  of  se- 
lecting the  Senators,  upon  their  honorable  desire 
to  live  in  history,  to  be  recorded  to  after  times 
as  virtuous  and  patriotic— upon  the  omnipotent 
iafiuence  of  public  opinion.  I  am  not  disposed 
toxall  in  question  the  eorrectness  of  the  mode  sf 
seleotion  adopted  by  the  Constitution,  but  if  this 
is  the  only  safegoard,  Heaven  help  us,  for  we  are 
beyond  tbe  reach  of  earthly  asststonce.  Let  anr 
man  who  believes  in  the  unerring  wisdom  whieh 
has  been  exhibited  in  the  choice  of  Senators,  en- 
ter the  Senate  House  at  any  period  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Qovemment ;  he  would  have 
found  intelligence,  virtue,  and  patriotism,  but  he 
would  have  found  also,  by  theur  side,  stapidity, 
vice,  and  srifishoess.  Brawling  ignorance  has 
more  than  onee  occupied  tbe  chair  which  ought 
to  bars  been  filled  hv  unassuming  merit  j  and 
sacrifices  have  been  ofiered  on  the  altars  of  trea- 
son, erected  in  the  very  centre  of  the  Senate 
Chamber.  Will  it  be  insisted  that  these,  ai  pres- 
ent partial  evils,  may  not  become,  in  the  graidaal 
progress  of  society,  oolversd  eorroption  7  That 
the  body  at  presmt  visited  by  occasional  blotehes 
may  not  hereafter  be  covered  with  leprosy,  antnst 
whoaa  contagion  the  Conittnuien  inteoded  to 
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yurd  ?  If  tikis  H  not  sofficient,  hoir  laiich  ia«re 
inefficient  it  the  coofideooe  reposed  in  their  desire 
to  liTC  recorded  for  their  virlttes  ia  after  times. 
History  has  been  jostly  styled  tbe  record  of  bumaa 
turpitude,  and  be  who  wishes  to  occupy  a  cob- 
spiouous  place  on  tbe  roll,  will  most  surely  sae- 
eeed  if  his  life  is  distinguished  by  suecetrful  vil- 
lautjr.  To  be  Tirtoons,  to  perform  with  fidelity 
the  dutiea  <rf  life,  to-  be  honest  sod  ineorruptiUe 
i>  |irif«tc  and  in  puUie  stations,  will  secure  to 
the  1MB  his  portion  of  happiness  ia  this  life,  and 
a  reward  in  that  to  come;  but  to  acquire  that 
species  of  itanortaHtT  whieh  is  conferred  the 
pea  of  tbe  historian,  he  must  poness  rerr  iifkr- 
Cttt  qoalitics,  and  exercise  them  forrery  different 
pnrjposes.  It  is,  indeed,  the  fortunate  lot  of  sottie 
uidividuab  to  he  conspicuous  ia  their  oj^position 
to  the  erimes  of  others,  but  they  owe  tbeir  place 
in  the  temple  of  history  to  toe  crimiaaliiy  of 
their  opponents.  The  name  of  WAsaiNOTOti 
acT«r  would  base  sorrived  the  first  century  after 
his  death  but  for  tbe  oppressions  of  Bngland.and 
the  cottsei]neDt  Revcdutioaary  contest.  William 
Tell  would  have  died  unnoticed  aad  unknown,  an 
humble  and  virtnons  peasant  of  the  canton  of 
Uri,  but  for  the  Tillatny  of  Qesler,  and  tbe  am- 
faiCioB  of  Amtria.  PnbuB  opfoioif  Ihen,  is  to  be 
the eficj^t snvd.  Andwhatisil?  lathepnr- 
soit  of  ow  imty  virtne  teaehcs  as  lo  disregard  it 
Of  ite  influeaee,  oomiptioo  renders  us  iaseadble. 
AdBitluf  it  to  be  thus  omnipotent  upon  onsuc- 
eessfiil  eniae— for  history  teaches  us  that  the 
ihUate  or  sueeeas  of  a  project  bat  too  often  fixes 
its  ehnaeler— how  doee  it  operate?  Not  on  the 
extme,  but  on  the  criminal ;  it  permits  him  to 
perfect  the  iajury,  but  risits  him  afterwards  with 
Ms  punishment.  The  Constitution  knowsnosuob 
guards.  It  was  framed  with  a  riew,  if  I  may 
ado|>t  the  phmse,  to  prerentiTe,  not  rindieiire 
josucc.  It  intended  to  preTent  the  oommissioa 
of  the  offence,  not  to  punish  tbe  criminal. 

I  will  not  occupy  yoar  time  br  an  examinstioa 
of  the  strange  doctrine  that  the  power  of  the 
parse  and  sword  beiiig  with  us,  the  treaty-making 
power  is  sufficiently  limited.  This,  if  it  does  any- 
lUng,  gires  np  the  .whole  ground.  Tbe  poner 
orer  the  swora,  to  make  war,  depends  upon  tbe 
sane  lenas  as  the  power  to  regulate  commeree, 
and  all  the  other  powers  granted  to  Congress. 
^  Ne  BBsn  whose  head  is  not  straugdy  confused,  or 
•  whose  fiwcbead  is  not  corered  with  Corinthian 
kas^  can  pretend  to  make  a  distiDetioa  between 
them.  If  oae  is  exclusive,  so  are  the  rest. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  President 
and  Seaate  may  alter  your  Constitutieu  by  treaty 
if  these  doctrines  are  correct.  The  Constitution 
provides  thst  amendments  a«y  be  made  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  StMe  Legislatures,  and  two-thirds 
of  the  Coagreas.  It  mja,  in  the  clause  already 
veatioD^^  that  commerce  may  be  regnlated,  and 
money  corned,  aad  war  made  hf  Coogms.  If, 
dwa,  the  tRaty-mafcing  power  is  panunouat  to 
lha  pewnr  of  Coagiess,  m  it  not  paranunmt  to 
tha  aMhodty  of  Caagress  and  the  Slates  9 

If  a  fbrdn  Qofwnment  eaa  ha  aobitituced  ia 
the  piaea  of  tha  aepresenialiTfls  of  the  people, 


Jairaanr,  1816. 


what  forbids  the  same  sobstttatiea  fa  tbe  i^ee  of  i 
Con^^ress  and  tbe  States?  The  cwne  argumeat  i 
applicable  to  the  first  set  of  powers  is  applteahle  | 
to  the  last.  It  wilt  not,  I  prosame,  be  eoateadad, 
in  these  days  of  modern  improvement  in  the  law 
of  nations,  that  a  foreign  Power  canaot  by  tmty 
Dftake  say  regulatioas  jn  the  Gorervment  af  a 
adghboring  State  or  pcoplb  X  wauld,  before  ] 
eooclade,  briii^  to  the  reeoUcciion  of  the  Boam 
an  argumrui  urged  by  a  gentlemM  from  Titgiain) 
(Mr.  SBEFrsT,)  aad  tbe  aaswwcivea  to  k  hya 

f entlemaa  from  Penmylvanla,  (t&r.  HimmWK,) 
t  was  this :  That  tbe  powers  given  to  Cmrngmt  ' 
are  definite  in  their  terms,  and  appropriate  to 
tbeir  objects,  while  the  power  given  to  the  Phi1> 
dent  and  Senate  to  make  treaties  is  givea  ta  fe>- 
eral  aad  UMestricted  terms.  It  was  asked,  aodai 
I  sfaaU  show  BO  satisfactory  aasww  was  girea  to 
the  ituestMa,  by  what  rule  of  coastruetioa  a  power 
primarily  and  specialty  given  lo  a  body  eaa  be 
assumed  aad  exercised  by  atrothcr  to  whi^,  ia  a 
Bubsequeat  clause,  a  mere  genehU  authority  is 
given.  Upon  evory  acknowledged  prjaeip]«  ef 
construction  the  speeifio  power  woeld  clearif,  ia 
sudi  case,  be  deemed  a  laserntioo  aad  exeeptioii 
oat  of  thegcneml^nt.,  Ia  answer,  irhat  was 
urged?  Not  that  the  eonelnsioo  was  taemreet} 
not  that  the  principle  was  ialsc ;  bat  its  fteee  ma 
evaded  by  what  I  nanst  call  a  sophism,  aad  ttiat 
not  distii^[Uisbed  1^  iu  iageaoity.  The  aaswar 
was,  that  the  Censtiiatioa  gives  to  CoagNsa  a 
^neral  power  oror  commerce  hsR  to  the  PMa»> 
ident  and  Senate  a  special  power  oVer  eommmmb 
From  a  geaend  grant,  bread  and  undefined  at 
it  eould  be  made,  a  power  to  make  treaties  a  spe* 
eial  power  to  regulate  ccnameree,  is  deduced  by 
aq^uaent.  This  spmial  power,  depeading  opea 
the  correctness  of  the  deductioa,  is  made  an  ex- 
ception out  of  tbe  specific  grant  of  power  to  Con- 
gress, of  legislating  exclusively  n^a  the  smm 
subject.  Thus  a  special  pawn-,  derived  by  argu^ 
meat  from  a  general  grant,  is  made  to  destroy  a 
special  power  exprccNy  gmsied.  Soch,  sir,  arc 
the  resoorces  to  whieh  oae  of  the  rtlest  m  the 
stmporters  of  this  new  Aaaicina  is  dnrea  in  im 
daeneck 

The  same  gentleman  neught  to  rest  the  daim 
at  the  power  of  the  Senate  upoa  the  aattoo,  ihM 
the  powers  of  Oongrcss  aad  the  treaty-maUw 
power  were  concurrenL  This  idea,  admittii^  k 
10  be  correetf  doca  not  obviate  the  diSeiity.  K 
these  powers  are  exercised  apon  the  same  evjeeu 
to  prcKluce  the  sameeffects,  there  is  no  contradia 
tton  or  difficulty ;  but  U  ilwy  operate  in  onoslse 
directions,  which  is  paaamoaat,  which  is  inferiort 
The  vexed  question  aeeessarily  recurs,  it  has 
been  au^ested,  that  tbe  one  Uxt  evereiscd  n  la 
prevail,  inasmueb  as  the  last  act  always  repeah 
the  preeedii^  act.  This  suggestion  is  not  entitled 
to  tbe  weight  which  has  beea  given  to  it.  It  rescs 
upon  a  faUacy  amly  detected.  It  proceeds  wpaai 
another  proirasitioa,  that  the  htst  ezartioa  of  ifea 
saoia  author^  is  aaperier  to,  and  aett  aside  tha 
former  aet  Zlei«t  howanr,  the  act  of  one  poem 
eoostkaiionaUy«ni«ad,isnpcBi«d  hjr  thaatrtof 
aaotfaar  diflemuljr  aanitiaittd.   Thla  poaitiOB  ^ 
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•tleowied  t»  b*  enforceJ  sDotber  still  more 
r^oed  ud  IndefeOBible:  Tbu  CoKgnn  faavs  or- 
diasrf,  aod  the  Prandent  aid  Smte  eztraoidi' 
Barf,  legislatire  poven ;  the  one  proeeediog  by 
aetaj  aad  the  other  by  treaties.  I  do  not  ooder- 
stand  bow  geotleatea  obviate  thediffiealty  thrown 
ia  their  way  by  the  first  article  of  the  Constiiu- 
tiOB,  which  deehuea,  that  all  le^islatiTe  powers 
barein  ^raated,  shall  be  vvsMd  jb  a  Coiifresa  of 
ib«  Umied  Ekaies.  Not  all  ordtMry,  but  alt  le- 
flgalatiw  poawr  shall  be  vxareised  by  Cwgreei. 
WtMrB,tha,istfaa  part  of  the  OontUtntioo  wbiefa 
cottiaia*  tht»  exMHHdinair  grant  of  aatraofdioary 
l«latioo? 

Bk,  what  aa  efttiaordiaary  fpaelaele  oar  Ck»<r- 
erameai  wonU  exhtUt  co  the  irortd,  if  these  po- 
'  siiions  are  trac.  TiKday  th«  Prerident  and  Sea- 
ate,  vitfaoot  «ar  assiitaaaa,  can  do  aoAiag  aUcet* 
ii^  the  bappineM  or  seenrity  of  this  peoiple.  Ib 
a  Batter  highly  iatereilMf  and  importaa^  deefly 
mfSectiag  the  oatieoal  inlereti— the  ■atioml  hoaer 
— Pfcwdeoc  and  Seaue,  in  their  legvlative 
eapaoity,  are  destrow  a  partiealar  syMeta  should 
be  »4optB4 ;  thia  Hooae  reAMcs  kt  concuireDce— 
the  sjrMem  neoeeswily  fails.   To-morrow  a  Con* 
MiiBttoaal  jaggle  is  played  ofi^  aid  the  system  Is 
fixed  eleiMl^r  upon  as.  A  foreigv  Qovernmeot 
or  Jadiaa  tnbe  mafceaa  contraot  or  treaty  (tiie 
teiaas  are  omivertible)  w'ah  the  President;  h« 
aiada  it  by  bis  Secretary  to  tha  SeoBfe;  the  doors 
ate  eloaed;  the  Bleoamin  mysterita  are  oele- 
bnneA ;  aad,  afiar  the  re^dsiM  swsrifises  Id  the 
taiple  of  seensy,  the  eonnact  is  ashered  ia(a  the 
w«m>  Ta  bonow  the  oMiaphoTical  laafvage  of 
ttaa  gaallcman  from  liarylaiid,  it  staru  into  life 
the  aofffcna  law  of  the  hind ;  either  establishing 
a  a*«  ayaleai  obaoxiDus  to,  and  rejwied  by,  the 
R^vaatnlaliTes  of  the  people,  or  oTertnrning  all 
tha  mfMema  heretofore  establiMied  with  their  coin 
earrenoe.  The  GoBstitntioo  of  the  United  States, 
sa  oaach  the  object  of  onr  admiration,  and  the 
jmise  of  other  nations,  does  not  deeerve  the  ealo- 
giwBw  bestowed  B|ion  H,  if  snah  practices  are  eoa- 
eiatent  with  its  pnnciplsB.   At  one  moment  the 
Senale  is  bat  a  co  esaal  and  oo-ordiaale  branch 
of  the  kgieUiire  authority ;  at  the  Dext  its  will 
is  BMpreme  and  irramtiUe.  To-day,  in  the  bands 
of  the  President,  H  is  jiowerless  as  tbe  staff  of  the 
hiaditei  iB'motroir,  it  iaoonrerted,  by  hw  at- 
aiMaaac^  into  a  eeTpeaL  aeiive  and  devonrfng, 
smttowuf  ^  evervtbH^  within  the  range  of 
tte  Cowbtatioo.  To-da^  it  ia  powerlcn  as  a 
finmed  Ccfltr,  cry  ti^  "  bnng  au  some  df  lak,  Xy- 
tuwa^  Mk«  a  sick  giri  (*  to-morrow  it  ia  Caaar 
ioiperial,  at  "  whoM  nod  wa  moat  bead  oar  bo- 
diaa."  wilh  rerereace  and  stibmisston. 

Ifr.  StaealcOT,  I  have  iMwh  more  lo  say  oa^hk 
srtfaet,  oot  the  persons  ia  eonvenatioa  behind 
mo,  wara  me  that  I  moal  not  eontinne  my  re- 
marlts,  wtthont  a  oaatest  for  the  alieotMn  <h  the 
House.  It  wiU  aot  be  eoosidcfed  as  nnpardana- 
bla  on  niy  part,  to  iteadoa  a  oonflict  so  aselaiB 
aad  nagntefal,  aad  to  lean  them  the  andispoled 
■aalawof  tbe  field. 

Mr.  JAoaMii  said  faa  rcgreitA  that  he  had 
eanialMd  his  Aettaga  maaa  than  hie  jadgaitat, 


wfeea  he  last  erening  expressed  a  wish  to  submit 
some  remarks  npoo  the  question  before  the  House; 
a  wish,  prompted  by  the  impulse  of  the  moment, 
after  beariog  tbe  ti^enioas  argument  of  the  nn- 
tlemaa  from  PenasylTania,  which  seemed  to  oim 
to  require  a  reply  from  those  who  ihougbt,  as 
Mr.  J.  did,  that  this  bill  was  indispenBably  neccs- 
aary  to  carry  iato  ^ect,  with  good  faitb,  tbe  pro- 
TTsioDs  of  the  treaty.   Mr.  J.  remarked,  be  was 
the  more  relnctaat  nbw  to  occupy  their  time, 
after  (be  arguments  jnst  delivered  by  his  friend 
from  Qeorgfa,  (Mr.  Fobsyth,)  ia  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  PcnBajrlnnia  j  but  as  he  had 
given  a  pMse  to  tb«  Hoase,  he  would  proceed 
briefliy  to  re  (Kern  it,  with  tha  express  reservation, 
that  if,  in  tbe  course  ot  his  remarks,  any  mani- 
festation of  impatience  occurred,  he  would  in- 
stantiy  terminaie  them.  I  differ,  said  Mr. 
fwm  geattemen  who  conceiTe  that  the  gnestioa 
before  tis,  in  coaseiiaeBee  of  the  eoineidettce  of 
opinion  in  r^rd  to  the  treaty,  possesses  do  in- 
terest in  reality,  or  in  the  view  of  those  who  are 
called  open  le  decide  it.   It  is  true,  and  it  is  not 
ieas  fbnonaie  than  trae,  that  thus  far  the  discns- 
sion  baa  been  coodocied  upon  liberal  principles, 
involving  only  the  consideration  of  what  n  a 
jost  iotetprvlation  of  the  Constitotion,  withoat 
the  baneiol  influence  of  party  animosities ;  yet 
k  esamt  be  doabted  that  the  question  is  reaHy 
and  intrinsieaUy  of  vast  importance,  as  has  been 
amply  devwlopra  by  this  disenssion.  And  I  con- 
sider the  decision  whiah  shall  be  pronounced 
now,  u  caleolated  to  fix,  perhaps  for  age«,  tha 
inaCTpretatioB  of  tbe  Constitution  in  relation  to 
one  ef  iia  moat  important  provisioDs ;  it  will  not 
only  try  the  «ianioos  formerly  advanced,  by  an 
HikerriDg  test,  nut  beiaff  given  in  the  same  age 
which  gave  birth  to  the  Constitution,  will  p08> 
sees  all  the  areight  ef  a  precedent  established  al- 
most eoaiemporaneoDsly  with  the  charter.   It  is 
\  now  too  late  lo  deny  the  influence  of  precedents 
in  a  ftee  Ctovermaent.   Perhaps,  whatever  ex- 
ists of  valne  ia  the  British  CoDstrtntion  is  the 
authority  of  precedent;  an  authority  so  highly 
esteemed,  as  to  give  rise  to  the  legal  maxim,  that 
"  communit  error  facit  fu$  j"  that  it  is  better  to 
ftoquiaaoe  in  an  erroneons  interpretation,  long 
settled  aad  become  a  role  of  decision,  than  that 
tbe  rights  of  society  sboald  be  pot  at  hazard  by 
a  disregard  of  all  former  opinions  by  the  ex- 
pouBders  9i  tha  laws  and  the  Constitntion. 

I  regard  this  as  a  striking  illustration  of  the 
idea,  that  tha  powers  tt  genius  and  eloquence 
are  so  traaseendaat  as  to  set  all  tbe  sober  max- 
ims of  reason  at  naught,  and  by  {he  magic  of 
ifcair  inflaenee  **  make  the  wrong  appear  tbe  bet- 
to-  reason.*'  And  alt4iough  I  listened  with  con- 
stant attention  to  the  fine  specimens  we  have  bad 
of  that  high  prerogative,  I  will  not  say  I  attended 
with  pleasure  to  tbe  splendid  exbibiiion  of  tal- 
ents by  tbe  gantlemen  on  tbe  other  side  of  the 
qoastion ;  m  in  proportion  to  their  strength  are 
their  arguments  dangerous — hurtful.  The  woimd 
tntieted  by  a  giMed  daMer  is  ofttimes  more 
DMHtal  than  that  prodaoed  by  a  leaden  bullet. 
Thia  ia  the  aga  of  reason  j  and  tha  poUtieim 
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.who  seeks  for  fame  most  address  himself  to  the 
jodgmeDt  of  the  commuQity ;  be  must  convioee 
oy  bis  arcuments,  rather  than  delight  by  his  ora- 
t9ry  ;  and  he  that  gives  a  wrong  bias  to  public 
opinion  by  tbe  display  of  extraordinary  abilities, 
is  more  iih  be  dreaded  than  tbe  man  who  rails 
against  the  principles  of  tbe  Qovernment,  and 
openly  eodeaTors  to  subvert  it.  In  all  Oorera- 
ments  baviag  a  written  eonstlUKion  much,  very 
much  depends  upon  its  faithfal  interpretation; 
and  yet,  unfortunately,  the  interpretation  which 
is  giren  almost  alwavs  partakes  of  tbe  predilec- 
tions of  those  by  whom  the  instrument  is  ex- 

Sounded.  Some  good  men  think  that  a  main 
efect  of  our  system  consists  in  the  inadequacy 
of  the  powers  of  the  Execatire,  and  hence,  on 
all  questions  ioToWing  their  consideration,  they 
gi?e  a  construction  calculated  to  increase  rather 
than  to  restrict  them.  And  to  this  cause  alone 
do  I  ascribe  ii,  that  we  hear  doctrines  avowed 
which  render  all  tbe  great  powers  of  legislation 
a  nullity,  and  which  oiad  the  nation  hand  and 
foot  to  the  car  of  the  Execuiire,  and  tlfe  coun- 
sellors of  the  Exeoutire,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
treaty-making  power. 
Id  order  to  arrive  al  a  jast  eondusioD,  tbe 

{»roper  mode  as  to  regard  tbe  Constitation  as  ob- 
igatory  upon  a»— to  indalge  in  do  speculative 
theories  as  to  wbu  it  ought  to  be;  "  iiaUxterip- 
ta  est,"  and  as  it  is  written  so  let  it  be  expounded. 
Perha^  it  is  due  to  candor  that  I  should  state ' 
my  opinions  upon  the  extent  of  (he  Executive 
power  also,  in  order  that  tbe  rule  I  am  applying 
to  others  may  hare  its  proper  weight  in  estima- 
ting my  arguments;  with  that  view  alone.  I  de- 
clare my  firm  conviciion  to  be,  that  the  Execu- 
tive authority  is  already  strongenough— it  wants 
not  tbe  aids  or  props  oi  construction ;  and  if  the 
question  under  discussion  were  as  to  the  compe- 
tency of  tbe  Executive  authority  upon  a  motion 
to  amend  the  Constitution  in  that  particular,  in- 
stead of  being  a  question  as  to  its  extent  merely, 
I  believe  it  would  be  decided  agaiD  that  no  prin- 
ciple of  public  liberty  required  any  addiiton  to 
the  grant  of  power  already  defined  by  that  in- 
strument 

I  say,  sir,  that  the  doctrines  advocated  do  an* 
nihilate  tbe  legislative  powers  of  Congress,  and, 
convert  us  into  a  mere  reg^utering  body.  Let 
me  state  some  of  the  positioDS  advaneed,  and 
see  if  I  am  not  justified  in  this  opiniou.  It  is 
said— 

1st.  That  tbe  treaty>making  power  is  unre- 
stricted,  and  exceptions  to  it  are  ny  construction 
merely. 

2d.  That  it  is  a  complete  power  independently 
of  the  Legislature,  and  where  its  fulfilment  re- 
quires legislative  enactments,  they  are  compelled 
Of  the  treaty  to  preserve  onr  ihith,  as  the  pay- 
ment of  a  debt,  or  the  eonveyanee  of  land,  when 
stipulated  for  by  a  competent  authority. 

3d.  That  this  treaty  requires  no  farther  sane* 
tion  to  mve  it  ralidity. 

^h.  That  it  was  promulgated  by  tbe  Preai- 
aen  as  a  valid  and  obligatory  inscramenl,  re- 
quiring no  legislative  aid. 
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fiib.  That  this  is  not  a  bill  auxiliary  to,  or  giv- 
ing effect  to  the  treaty,  and  is  therefore  uselees. 

6th.  And  that  tbe  security  we  have  againrt 
the  abuse  of  this  vast  power  is  in  tbe  |rabiie 
opinion,  whieb^  it  is  said,  is  an  ample  security. 

I  will  examine  each  of  tbeie  propoaitkMU  in 
the  order  now  presented.  i 

Tbe  first  is,  that  tbe  treaty-making  power  is  | 
uurestrteied,  dbc.  Regarding  the  Constitutiouai  i 
an  entire  instrument,  in  which  every  prorisioi  ' 
was  intended  to  have  efleet  and  barmooixe  wiA ' 
all  the  others,  and  that  no  superfluona  terms  or  j 
phiaaes  were  used  by  its  Cramers,  I  perceive  a  | 
restriction  on  this  power  in  tbe  grant  itself, 
which  relates  to  treaties,  and  defines  their  foree 
when  made,  viz :  The  President  shall  have  pow- 
er to  make  treaties ;  "  and  all  treaties  ma^e,  or 
which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  ilie 
United  States,  shall  be  tbe  supreme  law"  &e. 
The  term  "  under,"  is  synonymous  here  with  pur- 
suant to,  in  obedience,  or  in  conformity  with; 
for  if  it  had  been  designed  to  be  without  limits- 
tion,  other  words,  less  signifieant  in  their  mean- 
ing, would  have  been  employed— but  wairiog 
thu  su^westion,  vfaieb  ma^  be  oljieeted  to  as  a 
mere  criticism,  I  will  say,  it  is  restricted  by  many 

Firominent  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  name- 
y :  in  all  the  instances  where  the  exercise  of  a 
general  power  is  prohibited  to  the  United  8t>M^ 
as  in  the  cases  enuoMrated  by  the  9th  section  of 
the  1st  article,  which  declares  that  no  tax  sbaU 
be  laid  on  exports,  &e.,  and  it  is  restrieied  also 
by  other  provisions,  whereby  an  express  power 
over  other  specified  objects  ts  given  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States ;  and  it  is  wholly  in-  i 
compatible  with  the  plainest  rules  of  eonstmo- 
tion,  that  a  power  expressly  granted,  can  be  anni- 
hilated by  inference  and  interprctatioa  merely,  i 
which  would  be  the  e&ct  of  permitting  the  I 
treaty-making  department  to  supersede  tbe le«ia>  : 
lative  authority  in  all  the  eases  eoumeratea  ia 
tiie  8th  section. 

In  this  section  it  is  declared  Congress  shaH 
have  power  to  declare  war,  to  raise  armies,  to 
provide  a  navy,  &c.  !f,  however,  the  Presideut 
and  Sleoate  shall  approve  a  treaty  of  ofienuve 
and  defensite  alliance,  they  may  thereby  involve 
us  in  war,  and  stipulate  that  our  oontingmt  shall 
be  an  army  of  twenty  or  fifky  ibonsand  mea ; 
several  shipa-of-the  line ;  a  subsidy  of  many  mil- 
lions, and  whatever  else  they  shall  conceive 
conducive  to  tbe  attainment  of  the  oUeets  of 
the  treaty — a  consequence  to  whioh  the  doc- 
trines avowed  wilt  iudubitably  lead  us,  and  which 
will  as  clearly  usurp  all  tbe  great  legisla- 
tive powers  of  the  Federal  Government.  An 
argument  is  urged  by  the  advocates  of  this  eim- 
struction,  which  depends  for  its  correctness  upoa 
the  influence  and  extent  of  the  provision  wlueh 
declares  that  treaties  shall  be  tbe  su[weme  law  of 
the  land.  It  is  said  there  are  no  nwies  in  st^n- 
maey,  and  a  supreme  imidies  a  subordiiiate  pow- 
er {  that  the  treaty  power  bong  supreme^  the 
legislative  power  must  yield  to  it,  or  if  tbe  psw- 
ers  be  equal,  tU  treatjr  repeals  all  laws,  thsNlo- 
fore  in  forc^  oonflieiiBg  with  its  stipolatioas. 
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Tbe  faJliejr  of  this  rMMmi'Dg  is  deinoasirated  by 
referring  it  to  tbe  lest  relied  on,  riz :  ihe  provii- 
ioB  io  ihe  Couiiiuiioo  deeUriog  the  e^t  of 
treaiiei,  dte.  Its  Uogaajie  is,  "  this  Cooslitution, 
'  end  the  Iftws  o(  Ihe  United  Statti,  which  iball 
'  be  made  in  ^airaanee  thereof^  and  alt  treaties 
'  made,  or  which  shall  be  made  under  tbe  aothor- 
'  ity  of  Ihe  United  Sutn,  shall  be  tbe  supreme 
'  law  of  the  iind."  It  is  act  treaties  merely 
which  are  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  boi  the  Constitution  and  tbe  laws  of  the 
United  States  also.  The  Constitution  is  first 
earned:  It  shall  be  the  supreme  law;  it  Is  supre- 
mest  of  these  supremes,  apd  fully  establishes  the 
lererse  of  the  proposition  Ibal  thereare  nogrades 
ta  snpremaey;  for  example,  it  is  admitted  that  a 
treaty  stipulation  direetly  repugnant  to  an  ex- 

Sen  pronibitioo,  is  Toid,  unless  it  is  because  the 
watitutional  charier  is  paramount  to  treaties 
conflicting  with  it.  And  how  are  these  supreme 
laws  marshalled'?  I  answer,  according  to  iheir 
grades  <tf  snpremaey :  IsL  The  Constitution ;  2d. 
The  Jawa  of  (be  United  States}  and  3^.  The 
tmeUe^^eeording  to  a  familiar  maxim,  "91a 
jviasr  ett  tempore  potior  eat  jure/*  if  the  lawft 
wafiietwith  the  Constitution,  they  are  ^peo/hcto 
roid-,  if  treaties  oontrarene  existing  laws,  they 
tre  invalid,  until  the  laws  are  repealed.  It  is 
arid,  as  the  power  to  make  oommerciat  treaties  is 
not  withheld,  it  constitutes  a  portion  (rf*  the  gen- 
enl  grant  "  to  make  treaties."  It  is  not  denied 
bf  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  that  this  position  is 
I  sound  one;  on  the  contrary,  we  admit  its 
troth ;  we  say  it  exists  as  all  other  subjects  witb- 
is  the  legitimate  objecu  of  conventional  agree* 
■ents,  subject  to  the  limiuiions  or  controlling 
^wvr  defined  in  the  Constitntion.  To  illu&traie 
By  opinion,  the  President  and  Senate  may,  bjr 
treaty,  agree  to  regulate  oar  eommeree  with  a 
faveign  nation,  beeause  its  regulation  comes  with> 
in  tie  eeope  of  the  treaty>mabing  power,  snb- 
jeet,  nevertheless,  to  the  subsequent  saaetioo  of 
Congress,  without  which  it  is  invalid,  beeaate 
''Cmgress  shall  have  power  10  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations."  The  ureot  power 
is  given  to  Congress,  in  positive  terms — the  iodi- 
reel  subordinate  power  is  given  to  the  President 
and  Senate,  by  inference  only  I  Here  the  rule 
of  eonstroetion  I  have  referred  to,  comes  io  aid 
of  our  doctrine,  that  an  express  grant  shall  not 
be  defeated  by  implication,  if  tbe  intention  of 
the  granuw  i»  nncqaivoHiuy  maniresied  in  ita 
hior. 

1  admit  we  cannot  have  a  treaty  unless  it  is 
through  the  Eixeentive  ageney.  What  I  contend 
for  is,  that  when  the  treaty  embraces  a  subject 
requiring  legislation,  either  by  a  promise  10  pay 
uoney,  or  that  a  law  shall  cease  to  operate,  in  all 
MNsOoo^Mi  mo^ act  to  render  tbe  treaty  effic- 
toal;  that,  to  repeal  a  law  is  as  much  an  act  of 
l^Matioa  as  to  pass  a  law  appropriating  money, 
or  for  raising  taxes,  dbc.)  and  that  you  cannot 
l^slaie  by  treaty,  because  it  is  declared  by  tbe 
Constitution  that  alt  legislative  powers  therein 
gnnied  shall  be  vesud  in  Congress. 

h  is  said  that  the  act  declaring  war  was  rqwaled 


H.  or  a. 


by  Ueaty,  and  hence  it  is  contended  every  other 
law  may  io  like  manner  be  repealed.  This  case, 
if  it  were  in  point,  has  not  the  force  that  prece- 
dents are  entitled  to,  beeause  it  was  not  discussed  ; 
and  it  has  not  the  sanction  of  an,  without  which, 
as  one  of  them,  no  case  is  considered  as  of  bind- 
ing validity.  But,  the  ease  is  not  an  analogous 
one.  The  act  of  war  was,  first,  declaratory  that 
the  reUtions  of  peace  00  longer  existed  with  Great 
Britain;  and,  second,  it  authorized  the  Presid«it 
to  employ  the  national  forces  in  its  prosecution. 

War  is,  indeed,  as  was  eloquently  remarked  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Hr.  PinxHtT,)  a 
great  prerogative;  it  is  the  highest  attribute  of 
sovereignty ;  the  greatest  scourge  of  nations.  The 
good  and  the  wise  resort  to  war  only  when  it  be- 
comes the  lesser  of  great  evils,  between  whieb 
they  are  compelled,  by  the  wickedness  and  folly 
of  their  enemies,  to  make  a  choice.  The  laws  of 
war  are  esseotlalty  humane  and  liberal,  and  every 
civilized  nation  that  respects  the  opinions  of  the 
world,  and  tbe  Aiithful  award  of  posterity,  wiU 
keep  them  nered.  By  these  lawe,  the  eoounandcr 
of  an  armv  may  agreo  to  an  armistice.  The  Pre- 
sident, who  is  the  Commander-in-Chief,  may 
alone  suspend  hostilities,  and  with  his  Constita- 
tional  advisers  (tbe  Senate)  may  terminate  them. 
And  this  is  from  the  necessity  of  the  ease,  inter 
arvM  eiteni  I^get.  And,  when  the  calamities  of 
war  can  be  honorably  ended,  tbe  eoostruetioa 
should  be  liberal,  if  a  rigid  rule  rendered  tbe  power . 
doubtful.  In  the  next  place,  tbe  Treaty  of  Peace 
was  a  complete  act;  it  abridged  no  power, it  via- 
lated  00  right,  and  required  no  legislation.  It 
was  tbe  exclusive  attribute  of  the  treaty  power, 
for  it  is  not  enumerated  among  those  granted  in 
the  Constitution.  Again,  the  treaty  was  self- 
executory  ;  and  in  fine,  it  did  nothing  more  than 
IHTomise  that  the  President,  to  whom,  by  the  dee- 
daration  (tf  war,  was  given  the  power  to  wage  it, 
would  forbear  to  prosecute  it  any  lon^r.  How 
different  io  all  respects  is  this  Commereial  Treaty  t 
It  is  to  be  in  coasiaut  prospective  operation,  aiM 
violates  daily  the  express  injunctions  (tf  a  atatuCe 
which  declares  that  the  British  vessels  shall  pay 
a  duty  in  our  ports,  from  which  the  treatjr  ex- 
empts them.  The  treaty,  then,  exercises  all  tbe 
functions  of  legislation — it  repeals  aa  act  of  Con- 

?;ress.  But,  in  order  to  estaolish  the  similaiity 
arther,  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  we  co-operated 
in  giving  our  sanction  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace  by 
disbanding  tbe  Armjr,  and  changing  tbe  aspect « 
all  our  external  relations.  If,  indeed,  as  has  bsen 
contended,  tbe  power  to  make  treaties  is  limited, 
aod  when  made,  the  treaties  are  instantly  valid, 
without  the  agency  of  Congress,  and  exceptions 
to  this  power  are  by  eonstroetion  merely,--tbea 
itEoay  be  said  of  our  Cfmstitntioa,  as  has  been 
asserted  of  RepoblicaiMsm,  that  **  it  means  any- 
thing or  nothing,"  and  the  wisdom  and  praeautioa 
of  its  framers  and  adopters  have  been  vain  aad 
fruitless. 

I  come  now  to  the  second  point  in  the  order  of 
my  arrangement,  viz.:  that  tbe  treaty-making 
power  is  complete,  and  iadependent,  &e.  la  my 
answer  to  it,  I  will  ask,  what  is  meant  by  the  lemu 
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frequently  BMd,  "CoBgreMak«llliftre]MW«r?" 
And  Mwt  it  inlMded  by  the  pbnwc  power  thera 
«iMloy«d?  I  suppose  it  is  sjrneojrmous  with 
riglU  or  duerHimi,  and  means  a  legi^ttre  oon- 
tnU  oTcr  the  sebjeet  delegated,  aod  does  not  impl^ 
€imfnMon.obt^ation.  And  yet  we  ere  cold,  if 
the  fvlfilmeot  of  the  treaty  requires  legislatiTC 
oaaetineotH,  they  ai«  coapollcd  by  the  treaty.  I 
do  not  sfeak  of  a  pbsrsieal-  ooBpalston,  but  a 
moral  obiigatioii ;  for,  if  oar  boo  or  biodit  as  to 
malw  the  ffraoi,  do  oaie  pwKwde  that  it  should  be 
withbald  for  a  momeat.  The  argumeBi  on  this 
poiil  «aa  iUnetntcd  by  sapposiog  tiro  caeee— 
tb«  one  where  a  debt  Was  eoatnwted  by  a  eompo* 
ttat  affNt;  the  other  when  an  agtni  sold  land  in 
behalfof  his  principal,  aador  a  power  which  did 
not  authorise  the  sale.  Althoafh  in  the  hitter 
«aat  it  was  admitted  the  pnn«p«  was  not  bound, 
yet  U  m»  contended  thete  wae  iteTertheteflS  a 
valid  eoatract.  In  the  first  case  it  was  said  the 
debt  must  be  paid,  and  in  the  second,  yon  aost 
eoavey  the  land  to  sarethe  agent  harmtcM.  Sir, 
these  cases  are  not  apposite.  Here  the  eontraot 
is  inchoate ;  the  debt  is  not  yot  eontraeted ;  we 
yni«  DO  power  to  sell  the  farm ;  and  are  not  boond 
to  auk*  good  the  engajraaents  of  one  that  trarv- 
•oonded  pis  powers.  But,  foreign  nations,  it  is 
•aid,  regard  us  as  bound,  and  our  faith  as  pledged 
t0  thein,  wlMntver  a  treaty  ii  ratifiad.  This  eon- 
sidemiion  will  always  render  the  qnastton  an 
■MreiMly  deltoate  and  highly  responsible  one, 
and  no  doubt  will  bnre  doo  weight  in  deierrain- 
tny  the  House  of  Eeprasentatires  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  tho  ncoessarjr  laws.  I  cannot, 
Mwerer,  admit,  that  any  oiriHeed  nation  is  so 
%nomnt  of  our  ios^iriions  as  to  suppose  that  a 
tMd^y,  when  ratified  by  the  Presideat,  with  the 
•dvtce  ei  thm  Senate— do  matter  what  are  itspro- 
monfr— is  ipto facto  obligatory,  asd  that  a  refusal 
by  Congress  to  carry  it  iaio  effect  would  riolate 
•be  national  fiiith.  AA«r  the  refusal  of  the  Brit- 
ish <ioTerttment  to  ratify  the  Srskioe  arrange- 
nent,  for  making  which  so  much  praise  was  be> 
■towed  oa  the  Presideat,  uuttl  it  was  «8eerta(ned 
thnt  His  Majesty  did  not  approve  of  it,  it  will  be 
MCoOootad  that  ib«  Oppoeition  partly  changed 
their  lone  from  pmtse  to  oensnre,  and  exeased  the 
British  for  a  ntm-emnpHanee^  beeaosn  the  M in* 
iaiar  had  not  obayed-his  instreetions,  and  eon- 
doBDod  the  President  for  treating  with  him  with- 
out nqtiiring  the  prodoctiw  of  hw  fMitent  pomro. 
Our  treaty  powers  are  poteftf  /  they  are  defined 
by  the  Goasiitution ;  they  ar«  limited  io  it.  The 
a^^t  who  contracts  for  hia  prioeipal,  producing 
hu  powers,  binds  bim  only  as  far  as  they  go; 
bejroad  them  be  appeals  to  the  discretion  of  the 
{ffincipal  alone;  there  is  no  contract,  and  the  party 
trastinff  to  it  has  no  right  to  complain  if  the  agree* 
mcnt  shall  be  rejected.  It  ii  a  well-known  rule, 
that  where  an  agent  contracts  for  tbe  Oorern- 
amt,  he  is  not  indiridually  liable  if  he  had  au- 
thority to  contract,  aod  it  falls  within  the  same 
principle  that  he  is  not  liable  if  he  produce  tbe 
power  under  which  he  makes  an  agreement,  and 
•igni  it  as  agent.  In  the  first  ease,  the  Qovern- 
meM  is  bound  hf  m  valid  contract;  id  the  second 


ease,  the  Oovemment  is  not  bound,  as  it  ^ve  no 
power,  and  the  indlvidaal  is  not,  beeanse  he  sup* 
pressed  no  fact,  he  soggested  no  fataefaood,  he 
annexed  his  letter  of  attorney  to  the  agMemcD^ 
and  signed  it  as  agent.  j 
If  the  Congress  are  boond  on  all  treaty  <iaes-  j 
tioDs  in  the  extraordinary  intercourse  among  na-  j 
tioos,  and  must  le^slate  to  give  them  efEect,  we  i 
area  mere  registermghody;  weooghttogohoffie,  | 
and  no  longer  presnme  to  be  a  delibera  tire  assem- 
bly.  Tbe  complaint  iHiich  led  to  the  Revolutioa 
was  the  assertion  by  the  King  and  FarKament  of 
"  a  right  to  bind  us  In  afl  cases  whalaoeven^  and, 
after  a  glorioihi  nsd  sMeessl«l  reabtano^  we  have 

Steed  but  little,  if  it  shall  be  once  eswUieiie^ 
It  the  Ropresentatives  of  tbe  people  bare  ae 
rights  under  this  GoTCrament,  and  that  in  de- 
rogation of  State  rights,  aod  in  violation  of  ^ 
press  prohibitions,  the  treaty-n«fciftg  pown  eta 
"bind  us  in  nil  eases."  In  support  of  this  dm- 
gnous  power,  it  is  u^ed  that,  in  establishing  the 
opposite  doetrine,  we  palsy  the  Eseentire  arm  of 
the  Governmrat.  And  if  tlits  eonseqoeoee  were 
to  follow,  I  pray  yon  whether  it  would  not  be  a 
beuer  evil  than  to  annihilate  the  legislative  body  I 
But^  say  tbe  geotlemeo,  we  admit  have  a 
right  to  rejipilate  commerce;  yet  it  is  b)^  adopt- 
ing muinei|wl  regulations  only.  How  is  it,  if 
this  disiinttioa  be  corner  that  the  CoostitnlioB 
declares  we  shall  have  power  to  relate  eoA- 
meree  with  foreign  nations?  One  ^tlcmu 
(Mr.  noKittMo)  has  attempted  nn  answer;  he 
says  it  relates  only  to  soch  nations  as  will  not 
enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  os.  To 
this  explanation  I  reply,  tbe  otaose  oontains  n« 
sMb  limitation ;  and  tf  a  foreign  nation  will  net 
treat  with  the  Bxecutive,  I  should  despair  of  eott> 
cess  by  sending  the  whole  Congress  abroad  for 
that  purpooe.  If  the  ships  of  a  foreign  nation 
oome  within  our  limits  for  the  purposes  of  traffio, 
oiw  r^falations,  by  which  they  are  bound,  ari 
munioipal,  and  none  of  them  can  be  termed  a 
regulatioa  of  eommeree  with  saoh  foreign  nation. 
Tbe  admission,  however,  of  theee  that  contMid 
oar  power  is  nMiuicipnt  only,  is  £at«l  to  their  ar- 
gumeau  What  is  the  obvious  meaning  of  the 
term  monicipnl  %  Not  a  regulation  of  commerce 
in  the  bndy  of  a  Slate  between  i»  oltteens,  tot 
wabavonosnch  power}  nor  a  regulation  of  com- 
merce among  the  States,"  for  that  is  granted  by 
a  separate  clause ;  but  its  regotation  in  tlia  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  State*— tbe  veryoSee 
which  it  is  contended  this  treaty  performs  in  de- 
Saace  of  tbe  law  io  your  statute  book.  It  i> 
argued  that  a  treaty  may,  without  legislative  aid, 
regulate  oar  foreign  trade  by  defining  what  shell 
be  deemed  contraband  of  war,  and  by  prohibiting 
exports  of  sueh  articles.  I  admit  that  the  treaty 
power  may  stipulate  as  to  what  articles  shi^l  be 
contraband,  and  yet  I  deny  tbe  right  of  that  power 
to  {irohibit  their  exportation.  The  law  of  natims 
designates  certain  articles  as  eootrabaod  of  wir; 
these  have  been  particnUrly  defined  by  coBven- 
tiooal  agreements,  and  that  between  Russia  aod 
England  is  the  most  liberal.  In  these  articles 
yon  Aaii  not  undo  with  a  nation  at  war,  beeaaiB 
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<aeb  a  nation,  otrnTcriiag  tbea  to  tbc  »arpo6e8 
of  war,  is  thcceby  enabled  to  anoof  itsaarerMTf, 
asd  beiog  neutral  yotmeJf,  it  is  roar  datf  to  pra- 
scrre  an  lafiolable  intiartiBlitr  betweeo  the  bel- 
!    ligereots ;  yet  a  trade  in  those  articles  it  not  ud- 
;   lawful,  provided  it  u  carried  on  with  a  Power  at 
poace^  and  eonseqwolly  it  being  a  belligerent  re- 
sirieuon,  it  ceasei  entirely  to  have  efieei  in  tiiae 
of  iwae^-and  ia  time  or  war  ta  aonfloed  to  ibe 
parties  at  war.  U  follows  as  a  necessary  eoose* 
i   ((DeDeellial  the  exportatioo  cannot  be  ieterdicted, 
out  the  destioation  merely. 

TIk  third  position  assumed  is,  that  the  treaty 
cequixH  OP  saxkctioo ;  because,  says  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvaoia,  (Mr.  HoPEiMaolt,)  all 
Hier  eosflictiug  laws  an  repealed  by  the  treaty. 
The  repeal  of  a  law,  as  has  been  shown,  is  a  leg ia- 
laiiTa  act,  and  all  legislative  powers  are  vested 
in  CongiMs.  The  coacluww  is,  therefore,  trre* 
sisiible,  that  cbe  argument  ts  erroneous.  Ad- 
othcr  remark  is,  that  there  is  o«  inaunoe  of  the 
questioD  being  pat,  whether  a  treaty  or  no  treaty ; 
tut  io  1795  this  House  only  claimed  tb«  right 
to  wiihbold  or  ^nt  money  to  eauy  the  treaty 
into  etteeu  Bo  in  this  case  we  say  as  it  proposes 
to  ngolaie  oonuonoa  by  repoUfag  th«  ouoriai- 
Bating  duties,  we  have  the  right  to  daeidc  upon 
neb  repeiJ,  and  do  not  decide  the  question  of 
deaty  or  no  treaty  either.  Aad  Aia  for  a  plain 
and  obrioos  reason :  it  does  not  comport  with  the 
mctice  of  the  House,  or  rules  of  legislalioa,  to 
dteide  ao  abstract  proposition.  The  only  depar- 
;  tare  from  this  rule^  that  I  reooUect,  was  when,  in 
f  eoasequeoce  of  the  outrageous  edicts  of  Great 
Britain  and  FrBaca,tbisHousesoleQU)lydecUied, 

&the  voies  of  all  the  members  ex««pt  two,  (and 
la  tmo  oppoaed,  tius  deelaation  on  the  ffraund 
iku  it-  waa  an  inrayalar  eouiM,)  that  tlw  Uwied 
Stales  mtild.  no  laager  soboic  ta  Ifaaae  edi^ 
viihout  a  sacrifice  of  their  ticbta,  honac,  and  m- 
lepaudeaea.  Ii  ia  said,  also,  that  when  the  treaty 
power  ia  violated,  the  check  is  not  h««t  but  in 
tbaCoMKitntian.  OartaiBl]r,air,  it  moot  bade- 
Bicd  thnt  if  we  permit  tb«  CaMtlMiiroai  povam 
of  the  Ii«gislaiure  to  be  naorpad,  wiiboM  an 
tfibn  10  naintaio  then,  we  eaniiot  aaawer  for 
cue  conduct  to  our  eeoaeieaeeB  or  lo  our  eoun- 
uy.  We  stand  here  as  the  seMuwla  of  the  people 
to  challenge  all  hostile  attempts  to  invade  tbeir 
liberties,  all  hostile  attftcfca  sabveiatve  of  the  Con- 
ui  I  at  ion. 

The  geotlemaa  (Ur.  Uopcihooh)  told  us  the 
argnmeat  io  support  of  the  bill  was  built  upon 
the  supposed  impropriety  of  the  conduot  of  the 
Senate.  How,  wherein,  I  pray  you  ?  By  assert- 
iag  onr  rights;  in  p«forming  oar  duties?  We 
claim  to  participate  in  acts  of  legialation ;  we 
aaaaot,  if  we  would,  permit  the  ^oate  to  legit- 
iate;  if  there  be  anjr  inference  of  impropriety, 
the  fault  lies  in  the  Constitution  in  creatiu[  two 
bianebcs  of  the  L^islature,  and  imh  in  peiiorra- 
iat  onr  faueitons  as  one  of  them.  We  were  called 
the  ^iled  child  of  the  Constitaiton,  ud  were 
*demnly  admonished  to  be  wire  of  jealousy.  Sir, 
we  are  the  favorites  of  the  Constitution,  the  great 
igmt  of  all  poUtieat  openaiona;  the  moMy  of 
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the  pe^le  has  been  confided  to  as ;  the  pu»e- 
strii^  of  the  nation  have  been  given  into  our 
hands,  and.  until  we  loosen  them,  not  a  dollar  can 
be  drawn  from  their  pockets.  Bat  wherein,  1  ask, 
do  we  manifest  this  jaaloBsy  1  If  by  the  term  it 
be  meant  that  nice  sense  of  propriety  which  in- 
duces the  world.  In  speaking  of  a  h^b-mindcd 
gentkman,  to  say  that  he  is  jealous  of  hit  faroaoi, 
I  aeeept  the  appltcaUon ;  but  if  it  be  meMit  that 
we  manifest  a  distrust  of  the  virtue  or  patrloliam 
of  the  Senate,  I  disarow  it.  Oar  {cronnd  is  eU> 
vated  above  the  atmosphere  in  which  jealousy  of 
that  kind  finds  Its  aliflWftt;  it  is  thegrowid  «f 
faithfnl  interpreutioa  and  not  of  expedieney;  and 
I  will  ask  the  gentleman,  in  hia  oma  lancMfe^ 
the  asaertioa  was  not  uslsd  to  point  u  aigoment 
or  to  round  a  period  ? 

If  the  view  already  presented  be  a  correct  ooa, 
not  only  does  the  treaty  require  the  sanettoas  of 
a  law,  but  it  eaaaot  be  eaeculed  without  an  act 
of  the  Lecicluure.  It  was  reoMrked  that  this 
coosuuetioo  would  violate  the  Msuianoes  of  ear 
Ministers,  as  they  told  the  British  the  treaty 
would  be  complete  tn  being  ralifted,  and  thetfth 
article  was  read  ia  swmiwtaf  the  assertion.  Snp> 
pose  that  soeh  ma  indead  their  op&nioa  in  form ; 
It  proves  Doihteg  mMe  tbnn  the  djaensaira  nav 
proves,  that  nBaoydisiingiiisfaed  aUe  men  Jake 
up  a  similar  opiaion ;  the  ttoe  qontian  ia,  which 
opinion  is  the  oorreci  one. 

And  this  brines  me  to  the  ceaiidemtioa  of  the 
4th  point,  viz :  that  the  treaty  was  promulgated 
by  the  Presideat  as  a  valid  and  binding  instra* 
ment  requiring  no  legislation.  I  wish  it  to  be 
uoderstood  that  I  dischum  entirely  the  binding 
ioAueaoe  of  any  opinions  from  any  quarter ;  the 
weight  they  ought  to  have  isAlways  proportioaed 
to  their  iobereateorrecineBB,and  tnedistiogwshed 
talents  of  those  by  whom  they  are  pMoouno«d>, 
I  always  pay  dne  respect  to  s«eh  aothority,  tot 
the  same  reason  that  I  woidd  in  a  court  of  law 
to  the  judgiaaatsof  Lord  Bllfnheaaiigh.  Bat 
the  President  has  not  eipreased  the  o^ioB)  ae» 
cording  to  my  view,  that  the  gcntlamea  aaeiiha 
to  him,  but  the  reverae.  I  have  been  lad  t«  cam- 
pare  the  language  of  the  ]»eclamaUon  pramnU 
gating  this  toeaty  with  that  used  in  the  cases  ef 
the  declaration  of  war  issued  ea  the  19ih  of  Jaae, 
1812,  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  dated  ibe  18th  of 
February,  1816,  aod  I  find  a  marked  difierenac 
between  them.  [Here  Mr.  J.  read  the  proolamn- 
tions  alluded  to,  which  after  aonaaaoing  the 
Ciicts,  *'  enjoins  all  peieons  to  be  vigilant  aocT zeal- 
ous io  disohargiag  their  duties  and  faithfully  te 
observe  and  fulfil  the  tre.aty."  whilst  the  procla- 
mation touching  the  convention  declares  merely 
that  it  has  been  "accepted,  ratified  and  con- 
firmed."] Why,  I  ask  you,  this  material  difier- 
eoce  in  the  proclanutions?  The  Treaty  of  Peace 
proclaims  the  faet  to  which  itrelates  and  "specially 
eojoiiu  a  faithful  observance  and  fulfilment  u 
the  treaty."  The  convention  is  simply  aceom- 
paiiied  by  a  notice  thai  it  has  been  accepted  and 
ratified.  Sir,  the  answer  is  to  be  fouad  in  the 
Message  of  the  President  dated  the  3Sid  of  Of 
ceraber,  in  which  he   recDmnends  to  Gong  rets 
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meb  lesiilatif  e  proTirioot  u  the  cfmirenlioQ  majr  1 
etlt  for  OD  the  part  of  the  United  States.**  Where- 
fore this  MesMge^  if  the  Presideot  did  Bot  believe 
that  legialalive  aid  was  necessary  7  The  g^nile- 
man  from  PeDDS]rlvania,CMr.HopciifBoif,)iD  dis- 
eassiog  this  point,  advened  to  the  Message  and 
criticised  its  language.  The  President,  said  be, 
has  not  used  the  term  doer  call  for;  but  may  call 
far.  The  word  may  is  synonymous  with  snail  or 
wiU,  and  to  my  mind  cooreys  the  same  idea  with 
does,  the  word  selected  by  the  gentlemen.  And 
can  it  be  supposed  that  the  President  intended 
this  erasioD  1  Why  recommend  to  us  legialatiTe 
provisions  at  all,  if  none  were  necessary,  and  he 
considered  them  unnecessary  ? 

The  6th  and  last  point  to  be  noticed  Is,  that  the 
security  we  have  against  the  abuse  of  the  vast 
power  contended  for  by  the  onwnente  of  this  bill, 
Is  in  the  public  opinion.  I  oifier  with  my  friend 
from  Qeorgia  in  r^rd  to  public  opiaioo,  accord- 
ing to  ibe  acceptation  of  his  remarks,  though  I 
believe  we  do  not  essentially  difibr.  I  bow  to  the 
pvrttlie  opinion,  revere  it,  and  the  politician  who 
defies  its  mandates  will  sooner  or  later  be  pros- 
trated by  them.  The  vox  popu/t  is  emphatically 
the  voxdtL  Not  the  spurious  opinion  of  a  faction 
that  lives  upon  the  breath  of  a  demagogue,  and 
which  passes  by  me  as  the  idle  wind  which  I  re- 
gard not.  Bot  that  sober  deliberate  opinion  which 
IS  slow  to  censure  and  reluctant  to  condemn,  until 
reason  and  troth  come  in  aid  of  rumor,  and  stamp 
their  impression  upon  its  award.  Which,  al- 
though like  the  pendulum  of  a  clock  it  may  by 
winding  up  the  wheels  oscillate  to  and  fro  until 
the  impetus  which  propels  it-is  exhausted,  at  last 
stands  still  at  that  central  point  where  its  influ- 
ence is  unbounded,  and  iu  power  is  irresistible. 
Yet  lor  that  very  reaaon  that  it  is  slow  to  oper- 
ate, is  it  improper  to  rely  on  it  as  the  only  safe- 
guard. Why  a  written  Consittation  at  all,  why 
not  abolish  the  instrument  and  declare  at  once 
that  the  whole  reliance  is  on  public  opinion  1 
Sir,  if  our  Henry  had  been  told  of  this  as  the  se- 
cunty,  by  the  advocates  for  the  Constitution,  in 
the  Convention  of  which  he  was  a  member;  the 
lightDing  of  his  eloquence,  vivid,  lasting,  pierc- 
ing as  it  was  when  thns  elicited,  would  have  been 
poured  out  in  sueh  a  resistless  stream,  that  the 

Rrcbmeot,  like  the  oak  of  the  forest  woen  riven 
the  bolts  of  Heaven,  would  have  been  torn  to 
pieces  and  scattered  in  countless  fragments  to  the 
four  winds  of  the  earth.  We  have  a  security 
against  the  abuse  of  power  which  is  ample,  if  it  be 
only  vigilantly  guarded  and  faithfully  observed. 
It  Ilea— 

Ist.  In  the  GonstitutioQ  itself; 
2d.  In  the  oaths  of  those  who  have  sworn  to 
support  it ; 

3d.  In  the  moral  sense  of  the  public  agents; 
4tb.  In  their  responsibility  to  the  people ;  and 
5th.  In  the  force  of  the  public  opiaion. 

By  a  due  exercise  of  all  their  proper  functions 
by  all,  we  shall  band  down  this  Constitution  on- 
im^red  to  our  posterity,  and  they  to  theirs,  with 
the  holy  exelamatin  oterfoperpcftM/ 


Jaitoaiit,  1816  . 

Mr.  Hdoeb  rose,  he  assured  the  House,  not  to 
take  a  part  in  the  debate,  nor  to  offer  any  arg^u- 
ments  of  his  own.  It  would  be  unpardonable  in 
him  to  do  so  at  that  late  hour,  when  the  patience 
of  the  House  mnst  be  so  nearly  exhausted,  and 
the  subject  had  been  discussed  so  ably,  so  lally, 
and,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  so  unanswerably,  on 
that  side  or  the  question,  which  he  should  sap- 
port  by  his  vote.   Tet,  as  it  had  escaped  all 
those  who  bad  preceded  him,  he  could  not  refose 
to  himself  the  gratification,  before  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  of  directing  the  atteottoa  of  the 
House  to  an  authority  which  (if  the  arguments 
already  adduced  bad  not  produced  coavictioo  on 
every  mind)  could  not  fail  to  decide  the  point  at 
issue,  and  under  the  shadow  of  which  he  should 
at  alt  events  be  most  happy  to  record  his  name. 
Oentlemen  ihemselvetL  he  was  well  satisfied, 
would  feel  indebted  to  him,  late  as  the  hoar  was, 
forofieriog  to  their  constdentioB,  before  the  fioal 
vote  was  uken,  the  exlraeu  he  was  about  to  read 
from  the  book  he  had  ia  bis  hand,  when  be  in- 
formed them  that  they  were  from  the  pen  of  the 
immortal  WiaHtNaToit. 

Without  further  preface,  therefore,  be  begged 
leave  to  refer  gentlemen  to  the  jouroals  of  the 
4ih  Congress,  |nge  193,  in  which  they  would  find 
recorded  President  Washington's  Message  ac- 
companying the  Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  or, 
as  it  is  usually  called,  Jay*s  Treaty  of '94--'5,  in 
the  following  words: 

"  GentUmen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  R^treHntaiive* : 
"  The  TreaQr  of  Amity,  Uonunerce,  and  Navigatioii 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  His  Bri- 
tannic Majes^,  having  been  doly  ratified,  and  the 
ratifleatlons  having  been  exdianged  at  Loodon  the 
asth  of  Oetober,  179S,  I  have  dineted  the  aame  to  be 
pmnmlgated,  andtnuismit  a  oopy  hereof  for  the  in- 
fbnaatiBn  of  Ouuaiess. 

«0.  WASHZNOTON. 

"Mabch  6,  1796." 

Such,  then,  was  the  Message  of  President 
Washington,  which  accompanied  the  copy  of  the 
Treaty  of  '94-'95,  transmitted  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  information  of  Congress, 
but  asking  oo  legislative  aid,  sanction  or  co-oi>- 
eraiion  whatsoever,  although  the  Treaty  had 
(in  that  precisely  as  in  the  present  instance)  been 
exchanged,  ratified,  and  directed  by  htm  to  be 
promulgated. 

But  it  will  be  further  reot^ected,  tbat  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion  which  afterwards  took 
place  on  the  attbjeel  of  the  treaty,  gronnda  were 
taken  similar  to  those  now  eontended  for,  and  a 
resolution  waa  passed  requiring  the  President  to 
lay  before  the  House  of  Representatives  copies  <^ 
certain  papers  which  it  waa  presumed  miglft 
throw  a  light  upon  the  merits  of  the  treaty,  b 
answer  to  this  resolution,  or  request,  the  President 
returned  a  written  Message  on  the  30th  March, 
which  would  be  found  in  the  journals,  page  892. 
Mr.  H.  observed  he  would  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  by  reading  the  whole  Message  at 
length,  but  he  earnestly  requested,  and  feltliim- 
self  auihorlxed  to  clum,  the  undivided  attention 
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ofgcoilaBDea  to  soeh  eitmctsts  had  a  pariicaUr 
bMrioff  ea  the  qneeitoe  mw  abotti  to  be  decided, 
and  which  he  uoald  proceed  to  tnbmil  to  then. 

"  The  coQTM  whidi  the  debate  hu  taken  on  the 
renh^M  of  dw  Hent*,  leadi  to  KHne  obMmtiona  on 
the  mode  of  mthmg  treetiM  luder  the  Constitation  of 
the  United  State*. 

Havuiff  been  a  maaber  of  the  Omeral  Anaamhly, 
and  knowing  the  prindplea  on  which  the  Comtitution 
wee  fonned,  I  have  ever  entertained  bat  one  opinion 
on  thia  aiiltjMt;  aadJimntbafiirt  ArtiUiriHnaBtof  the 
GevenuBeat  to  tide  monmit,  my  ooadtut  baa  exem- 
plified that  opinion ;  that  the  power  of  making  treatiea 
IS  exclusively  veated  in  the  Pieaideut,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  conaent  of  the  Senate ;  and  that  every 
treaty  ao  made  and  promolgated  thencefbrwsid  be> 
came  the  law  of  the  land. 

It  ia  thus  the  treaty-making  power  hai  been  un- 
deretood  by  foreign  nation* ;  and  in  all  the  treaties 
Blade  nith.  tiiam,  we  have  dedared,  and  they  have  be- 
lieved, that  when  ntifiad  by  the  Pm^nt,  widi  the 
advice  and  eooaaat  of  dw  Snntek  they  became  obliga- 
tory. In  thii  etmelnielion  of  the  Constitation,  every 
M«vm  of  Repraeentativee  haa  heretofore  ae^ieaeed, 
aad  BBtil  the  pieaant  time  notadeabt  or  niepidon  hae 
■f»peand,  to  my  knowle^e,  that  thia  oonitmction 
wea  not  the  true  om;  ni^,  they  have  more  than  ac- 
foiMeed,  Sax  till  now,  widioat  oentnmiting  tha  obli- 
gBtfen  of  enoh  tceetieB,  tht^  have  made  aU  the  nqoi- 
nte  MmMoni  fi»  carrying  them  intoefieel. 

**Tlieie  ia  alao  reason  to  bdiave  that  thia  conatrno. 
tum  agrees  with  the  opioienB  eotertuned  by  the  State 
conventions  when  they  were  deliberating  on  the  Con- 
stitotioii,  especially  1^  those  who  objected  to  it,  be- 
cause there  was  not  required,  in  oommerdal  treaties, 
the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  whc^e  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate,  instead  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senaton  pceaent,  and  because  in  treaties  respcctiag 
tanitorial  and  certain  oUier  r^ta  and  daimi,  the  con- 
enrrenee  of  tfare»4btDths  of  the  whole  ntimber  of  the 
naariien  of  both  Hooaes,  respectively,  was  not  made 


*Uii  a  fiut  dedaied  by  the  Oeneral  Convention, 
and  univeraally  nndantoed,  that  the  ConstitotiMi  of 
the  United  Slataa  waa  the  leaolt  of  a  spirit  of  amity 
and  mntoal  ctmceaaion ;  and  it-is  well  known  that  un- 
derthia  nAmnem  the  ■mailer  Stata» mm  admitted  into 
itatiim  in  the  Senate  with  the  larger 
ttrnk  thia  bnnch  of  the  Ooverameat  wa* 
L  gieal  poaaui>fc*  on  the  efaal'  pai(icip»- 
tion  of  dioae  poweia  the  aavereign^  and  polMcal  a^ 
natioa  <^  the  nuller  Btatae  were  wemed  eaaentially 
to  draend. 

**  If  other  poo6  than  these,  and  the  plain  letter  of 
the  Constitation  itself  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
point  under  eonaideratton,  they  may  be  found  in  the 
joa^ial*  of  the  Geoeial  Convention  which  I  have  de- 
podted  hi  th«  ollloe  itf  the  I>epartment  of  State.  In 
aosejownale  it  wiU  q^tear  that  a  proportion  was 
■Mde  dial  no  treaty  ahtmid  be  landing  on  die  Unhed 
Statea,  which  wee  not  ratified  by  a  law,  and  that  the 
properilion  was  expUdtly  rejected. 

''A^  dmetore,  it  ia  peiftcdy  dear  to  my  nnder- 
standing  thai  the  eonseat  of  the  Boose  of  Rcpreaeata- 
livea  ia  not  neeesBBxy  to  the  validly  <tf  the  treaty,dco., 
ajnsi  legard  to  the  Conetitntioo,  and  to  the  du^  of 
mj  alBiOBf  dbbt  ft^d  a  oomptianee  widk  your  remast 
'^WASHINGTON. 

aUncH  89,  I7M." 

14th  Coir,  lit  Sssg.— S3 


Mr.  HuosB  said  he  woold  not  Tenture  to  add 
a  single  word  more  on  the  subject,  bat  nenme 
his  seat,  lest,  perchaoee,  some  obsemtion  of  bis 
might  draw  the  attentioo  of  the  Hoase  from  the 
extracts  he  had  just  read,  or  weaken  the  effect  ef 
the  opiBioo  in  regard  to  the  point  at  issue  be- 
tween  honorable  gentlemen,  so  aaequivoeaHr 
given  bjr  that  immortal  man,  who  waa  by  ntl 
acknowledged  to  have  been  equally  the  founder 
of  this  great  Republic,  and  the  father  of  thai 
ConstitotioB  they  were  aboat  to  inwrpret. 

Mr.  RaNooLFH  and  Mr.  Wbiobt  followed  in 
some  renwrbs;  whM  the  queetioa  on  the  paisage 
of  the  bill  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirm*' 
tire— jreaM  8G,  naya  71,  as  follows : 

Tnaa — Messrs.  Adgata,  Alexander*  Briur,  Barboor, 
Baasctt,  Bateman,  Bbdaall,  Blrdeeye,  Blonnt,  Bvooka, 
Bryan,  Bnmaide,  Bnrwdl,  Caldwdl,  Cannon,  Olakn 
of  North  Carolina,  Oleadeonin,  Clt^too,  Constock, 
Condict,  Conner,  Crawford,  Cre^ten,  Cuthbert,  Dar- 
lington, Deaha,  Fon^th.  Griffin,  Hakn,  Hall,  Ham- 
mond, Hawaii  Heistw,  HenderacHi,  Hung«riM»  bqi- 
ham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Jdmeon  of  KeBr 
tacky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  Maasachnsatts, 
liOwndcs,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maclay,  M»rant,  McCoy, 
McLeut  of  Kcntu^,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleten, 
Mnr&ee.  Nelson  of  Yirginia,  Newton,  Parris,  Hckeni^ 
Pipsr,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Roane* 
Robertson,  Root,  Roes,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpen  Shef- 
fey.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfiur,  Townaend, 
Tucker,  Wallace.  Wendover,  Whiteside,  WOdb  Wil. 
kin.  Williams,  Willongbby,  Thomas  Wilaon,  WilKam 
Wilson,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Atherton,  Baylies,  Beits,  Bees,  Brad- 
bnry,  Breekenridge,  Bn^am*  Brown,  Cady,  Calhoun, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Chipman,  CHley,  Clark  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Clayton,  Calpeper,  Davenport,  Forney,  Ga»- 
ton,  Gdd,  GoldsboroDgh,  Groevraor,  Hanson,  Hardin, 
Herbort,  Hoiddnson,  Kager,  Halbert,  Jewett,  Kent, 
King  of  Noiu  Carolina,  Laogd<m,  Law,  Lewis,  Lev^ 
Lovett.  Lyon,  Mardi.  Mason,  MeKee,  Mills,  MUner, 
Moffit,  Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Motdey,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Noyea,  Ormsby,  Piokeriagj  FiHtin* 
Reed,  Rice,  Raggles,  Sergeant,  Smith  o!  Puuigiliwlllb 
Stanford.  Strong.  Stuart,  Stargea,  Taggart).  Tall- 
madge,  Thomas,  Throop,  Voee,  Ward  of  New  Tork„ 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Woodward,  Wri^t*  and  Tales. 

Ordared,  Thnfr  the  title  be  "Annet  tn  retolki* 
theeoauacrae  between  the  Uoited  Stmeatadth* 

territories  «f  His  Bhitaooie  Majesur,  necocdiof 
to  the  coaveotion  coocluded  on  theSndnyofJalf^ 
1315,  and  the  ratificatioos  of  which  were  ez- 
changed  on  the  22d  day  of  Deeember,  1815^" 

Monojtr,  January  16. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  William  Hale;  from  Massacbo- 
setts, AsABBL  STBABHsaod  Abtbmab  Wabd;  and 
from  New  Jersey,  Bbhjauin  Bbnhbtt,  appeared 
produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and 
took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Gbostenor  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Columbian  Maoufaeinrtog  Society,  in  ihe  Btai* 
of  New  York,  prayiog  that  additional  dutice  amy 
be  impoeed  on  ooitM  goods  imported  £tan  Car- 
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eigu  oooDiries^Ileferred  to  the  ConuBtUee  on 
Commerce  and  Maaafaetures. 

Mr.  OoLD  presented  a  petition  of  Elizabeth 
Hamilton,  widow  of  the  late  Qeneral  Alexander 
Hamilton,  deceased,  praying  that  the  commata- 
tioo  of  half  pay,  due  for  the  services  of  her  said 
hnsband,  as  an  officer  of  the  Revolationarr  Armjr, 
may  be  paid  to  his  representatives. — Referred  to 
the  Comm  iitM  on  Feosiom  aod  Rerolationary 
Claims. 

Mr.  Tuoui,  from  the  Dislriet  Committee^ 
nadesD  nDfarorable  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
Masonfe  hod^  io  Alexandria,  called  Washington 
Lodge,  No  22,  who  pray  for  aathority  to  raise 
money  by  way  of  lottery  for  certain  purposes. 
The  report  is  adverse  to  the  petitioB,  on  the  gen- 
eral ground  of  hostility  to  lotteries.  The  report 
WM  ordered  to  lie  on  the  uble. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baston,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  in^aire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  an  ap[>ropriation,  by 
law,  sufficient  to  discharge  and  satisfy  the  claims 
of  such  individuals  as  are  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion on  account  of  depredations  committed  by  the 
OnjEe  Indians. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  relative  (o  evidence 
ia  eases  of  nataralizatioD,"  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Jobnbom  of  Kentucky,  Pit- 
Kitt,  Tbomas  Wilson,  Wbndovsb,  and  Bay- 

UE8. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  confirming  to  the 
Navigation  Company  of  New  Orleans,  the  uro 
and  possession  of  •  lot  in  said  city,"  waa  read 
th^nrsttime. 

THE  RBVBJTUB. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole, 
OB  the  report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueaaa  on  so  much  of  the  Preaident's  Message,  and 
tbe  wiBiiml  Treasary  report,  as  relates  to  the  rev- 
eoiic. 

The  irst  resolution  haviDg  been  read,  in  the 
fdlowing  words,  riz : 

itea^ed.  That  it  is  expMlient  to  oontinQa  in  foice, 
widl  the  90th  day  of  June  next,  and  until  an  act  ^all 
be  passed  astaUiihinai  a  new  tariff  of  dntiea,  the  act, 
eiiaaad  "An  act  fiwimpodng  additional  dnOss  upon 
aU  goods,  wares  and  nMrohandlss,  imported  ftwn  ay 
Cmign  port  or  idace,  and  tut  oOn  pnipoaea;**  pawsd 
OB  the  Istof  Ju^,  191% 

Mr.  LowRDBs  gave  a  general  explanation  of 
the  views  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  this  reso- 
lution ;  referring,  for  the  grounds  of  it,  to  the  in- 
struction given  to  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury 
to  report  a  tariff  of  duties,  and  the  implied  inten- 
tion of  the  Congress  to  act  on  that  subject  at  the 
present  session. 

Mr.  Serobamt  explained  the  grounds  of  his 
hostility  to  the  present  form  of  tbis  resolution. 
The  period  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  extend 
tbe  double  duties  and  the  terms  in  which  it  was 
eooveyed,  he  considered  very  objeotionable,  as 
well  on  account  of  the  mereanttle  as  of  the  man- 
nlacturing  interest.  As  to  the  one,  it  would  in- 
trodnoo  an  naoettalDty  pitjadicial  to  their  bwi 


new;  and,  as  to  the  manufacturers,  he  appre- 
hended the  effect  of  the  resolution  would  be  to 
alarm  the  whole  manufacturing -interest,  which 
was  now  looking  up  to  tbe  Government  for  addi- 
tional support,  instead  of  expecting  an  early  re- 
duction 01  the  existing  duties.  Mr.  8.,  under 
these  impressions,  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  res- 
olution toe  words,  "the  30th  day  of  June  next, 
and  until  an  net  ahall  be  passed,  ealatblisbing  a 
new  tariff  of  duties,"Bnd,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert 

the  first  day  of  January  next." 

Mr.  HnoBB  opposed  this  motion,  on  tbe  ground 
that  it  propoaed  to  collect  heavy  uxea  from  the 
agricultural  part  of  tbe  community,  the  consum- 
ers, in  order  to  accommodate  the  merchant,  who 
happened  to  have  unexecuted  orders  abroad.  Mr. 
H.  though  friendly,  as  he  remarked  in  the  coarse 
of  bis  speech,  to  commerce  and  maoufactarei^ 
could  not  consent  to  tax  his  constituents,  during 
peace,  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  merchants,  to  the 
same  extent  as  was  thought  necessary  under  all 
the  pressure  and  exigencies  of  the  war. 

Mr.  WnieHT  went  still  farther  than  Mr.  HooiR 
in  his  opposition  to  the  coniinnatioB  of  the  doable 
duties.  He  was  opposed  to  continuing  them  a 
single  day  beyond  the  time  already  fixed  for  tbe 
expiration  of  the  law.  He  was  opposed  to  taxiiig 
tbe  great  body  of  the  agricultural  community'  in 
any  way  that  could  possibly  be  avoided,  merdy 
for  the  benefit  of  merchants  or  mannfaeturcfa. 
He  was  opposed  to  heavy  taxes,  proposed  to  be 
contioned,  in  any  shape,  because  he  did  not 
consider  it  necessary  for  any  valuable  purpose ; 
and  he  appnred  to  be  very  positive  in  his 
opinion,  that  the  interest  of  the  merchant  and 
manufacturer  were  not  a  sufficient  motive  for  per- 
petuating oppressive  taxes  on  the  landed  inter- 
est, &c. 

The  question,  on  Mr.  SEBOEAHT'e  motion  was 
decided  io  the  negative,  without  a  division. 

The  first  resolution,  in  the  words  abore,  was 
then  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Tiie  second  resolution,  in  the  following  word^ 
being  under  eonsideration,  viz : 

ilesoJMd^  That  it  la  expedient  to  centinw  in  Sum 
the  act,  cotided  **  An  aet  l^ing  a  da^  M  imparted 
■ah;  granting  a  bounty  on  puUed  fidk  e^^mrte^  and 
allowances  to  certain  v esseb  employedindie  fisheries;'* 
passed  the  S9tb  of  Ju|y,  1818. 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of 
more  than  three  to  one. 

The  third  resdntion,  in  tbe  following  words, 
was  then  read : 

Baohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  in  ibrcs 
the  act,  eotitled  "  An  act  layuV.  dntiss  ftn  sugar,  le- 
fined,  within  the  United  Statsar  passed  on  the  S4th 
of  July,  1813. 

Mr.  Hdoeb  moved  to  reject  this  resolution. 
Sugar,  in  some  countries  a  luxury,  iud  become  ia 
tbe  Uoited  States,  he  said,  a  necessary  of  life* 
besides  which,  it  had  become  one  of  tbe  principal 
manufactures  of  the  nation.  But  this  was  not 
all;  by  the  effectsof  embargoes  and  warforsome 
years,  and  now,  by  our  exclusioo  of  our  shipe 
from  the  West  India  islands,  sugar  bad  become 
so  dear  as  to  be  obuioed  with  dinkolty ;  and  re- 
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fined  insar  in  pftrtiealar  so  searee,  that  it  could 
not  be  bad  itometimes  for  mooer.  At  Cbarles* 
too,  be  hnd  sonabt  at  one  time  for  some  refined 
sDgar,  and  foand  tbai  there  was  not  a  loaf  to  be 
had  in  thai  citr,  wbtle  in  PfaiUdelpbia  the  sanr 
refioers,  he  andentood,  bad  gireo  up  their  worV 

Mr.  tiOwitDBs  said,  that  the  ezpeoditare  of  the 
Udiod  od  refiaed  sogar  did  not  exceed  91^)000 
a  year.  Soeb  a  sam,  |Miid  too  geoeraltf  by  the 
opolent,  conld  oot,  be  sfttd,  be  oppressive. 

The  resolDiion  was  agreed  lo  hj  a  lai^  ma- 

fourth  nflolntkm,  for  eontfoDiog  the  pres* 
«nt  Btamp  duties  on  bank  notes,  Ac,  came  next 
under  coaaideration. 

This  resdve  was  opposed  hj  Messrs.  Stborg, 
WRiaBT,and  MiLifoa.  (Ht  accoaotof  the  insig- 
nificance of  the  proceeds  thereof,  when  contrasted 
with  the  iaeonTeoience  to  whieo  it  puts  the  eom- 
mnaitf,  and  the  partiality  of  iu  operations.  To 
which  a^ments,  Mr.  SotrruABD,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Lowjf  DCS,  replied,  denying  the  justice  of  the  char- 
acter given  to  the  tax,  and  asserting  its  facility  of 
eoUceuon,  and  operation  on  wealthy  or  moneyed 
men,  as  giving  it  a  preference  to  almost  any  other 
tax  embraced  in  the  system. 

Mr.  BuBMBiDB  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
so  as  to  confine  the  continuation  of  dniies  to  those 
OB  the  notes  of  hanks,  bankers,  and  certain  com- 
puaie^  (excluding  notes  discounted,  and  on  bills 
of  exchange.)  This  moiioo  was  supported  by 
himself  and  Mr.  Milnor  ;  and  opposed  br  Mr. 
IjOWMfkua.  It  was  negatived  by  a  decided  ma- 
joviiy. 

The  resolution  itself  was  then  agreed  to  by  a 
luve  majority. 

The  fifth  rnolv^  which  proposes  to  abolish  the 
additional  doty  on  postage,  was  then  taken  up 
and  agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  LowNDsa  suggested  that  the  Committee 
should  rise  and  report  these  resolutions  to  the 
House,  before  acting  on  the  remainder  of  the  re- 
port. The  resolutions  already  agreed  to,  applied 
to  laws  which  will  expire  on  the  16tb  of  Febro- 
ary,  and  he  wished  them  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  order  to  report 
bills  conformably  thereto. 

Mr.  9n6BANT  endeavored  to  [wevent  the  Com- 
mitlee^  rising,  in  order  to  bring  before  the  House 
the  reaolntioD  for  repealing  the  duties  on  manu- 
facture*, dkc}  aspcedy  decision  of  which  he  con- 
sidered of  great  importance. 

Mr.  LowNDBS  opposed  this  course,  because  of 
certain  iofbrmaiiiHioa  the  subject  thereof,  required 
by  the  Committee,  which  iras  not  yet  ready. 

The  mMfon  for  the  Committee  to  rise  was 
agreed  to;  and  theijuestion  was  about  to  be  put 
on  concurriog  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
in  their  agreement  to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Rahdolpb  rose,  and  commenced  a  speech 
in  a  rather  desultory  but  pointed  manner,  on  the 
general  character  of  the  report  of  the  Committ  e 
of  Ways  and  Means,  which  he  condemned.  Hfe 
had  not  spoken  long,  when  the  Spsakbe  inti- 
mated that  he  bad  digressed  too  far  from  the  sub- 
ject of  debate. 
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An  appeal  was  taken  bjr  Mr.  Hahsom  from  the 
Speaker's  decision  on  this  point ;  which,  after 
much  acrimonious  and  some  argumentative  de- 
bate, was  aflirmed  bjr  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  79 
to  59. 

Mr.  Randolph  resumed  his  discourse,  which 
he  concluded  just  before  sun-set. 

Mr,  GoLDaaoBOnaa  then  moved  to  amend  the 
said  first  resolution,  by  striking  nut  all  that  part 
of  it  which  refers  to  a  "  new  tarifiH"  Whereupon, 
the  House  adjourned. 

TuEBDAT,  January  16. 

Mr.  Wabd,  of  Massachusetts  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Jane  A.  Blakely,  of  Boston,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  stating  her  fears  for  the  loss  of 
her  husband,  Captain  Johnston  Blakeley,  of  the 
United  States  ship-of-war  "  Wasp,"  and  praying 
that  measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  support  of 
herself  and  the  daughter  of  the  said  Captain  Blake- 
ley.—Referred  to  Messrs.  Ward  of  Massachn- 
setts^oRNBa,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Pabbis, 

and  BlBDSBTB. 

Mr.  Nblboh,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  sim- 
ilar petition  from  the  wives  and  mothers  of  sun- 
dry petty  officers  and  seamen  on  board  the  said 
ship;  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  last 
appointed. 

Mr.  Wabd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  aiieh 
measures  ma^r  be  adopted  bjr  the  General  Gov- 
ern men  t  as  will  afibru  security  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  manufactaring  establishments  within 
the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  Wabd  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  mat- 
ter hatters  in  Boston,  praying  that  the  tax  im- 
posed on  hats  manufactured  within  the  United 
States  may  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Ward  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Ver- 
mont Mineral  Factory  Company,  praying  that  a 
doty  may  be  imposed  on  copperas  imported  into 
the  United  Slates  from  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Steabns  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel 
Kidder,  junior,  and  others,  engaged  in  a  chemical 
establishment,  praying  that  duties  may  be  im- 
posed on  oil  of  .vitriol,  aqoa  fortis,  spirits  of  nitre 
forti^  muriatle  acid,  alum,  ink  powder,  sngar  of 
lead,  Vermillion,  flour  of  sulphur,  red  precipitate 
corrosive  sublimate,  calomel,  sal  sodi^  and  lunar 
eausitc,  imported  from  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  5TBAEN8  also  firesented  a  petition  of  Hyde 
Winship  A>  Company,  manufacturers  of  candles, 
praying  that  the  duty  imposed  on  mould  tallow 
candles  may  be  repealed.  * 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitioos  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Wabd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  distillers  in  Boston,  praying  that 
the  tax  on  spirits  distilled  from  foreign  materials 
may  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Ward  also  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
auctioneers  in  Boston,  praying  that  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  sales  at  auction  may  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Wabd  also  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
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marc  bants  in  Boston,  prajring  that  a  new  tariff  of 
daties  may  take  effect  on  the  17th  of  Februaty 
next,  or  that  the  double  duties  may  eontinne  tiDtil 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1817. 

Mr.  Steahhs  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
mftQufacturers  of  tallow  candles,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex  and  State  of  Massachoseiis,  praying 
that  the  duty  imposed  upon  mould  tallow  candles 
may  be  repealed. 

Mr.  PtTKiK  pmented  a  petition  of  the  master 
hatters  in  Hartford  county,  and  State  of  Conoec- 
tieut,  praying  that  the  tax  Imposed  upon  hats 
manuiactured  within  thetTnited  States  may  be 
repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  reffrred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  9th  instant, 
upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 

Mr.  Wabd,  of  Massachusetts^  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Jonathan  Merry,  praying  compensation 
for  sundry  TesseU,  captured  by  French  cruisers  io 
the  years  1796,  1797.  and  179^  out  of  the  moneys 
reserved  by  the  Qovernmeot  of  the  United  States 
in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana.— Refentd  to  the 
Comnuttee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Wabd  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Con- 
Tcntion  of  Congregational  Ministers,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  the  mails  may  not 
be  opened  or  transported  on  SoDdays.~Referred 
to  the  Post  Office  Committee. 

Mr.  Ltlb  presented  a  petition  of  siudry  inhab- 
itauti  of  Washing  ton  and  Alleghany  counties,  ia 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  mails  may  not  be 
opened  or  transported  on  Sundays* 

Mr.  LowitDBB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  a  letter 
fn«D  the  CpmmiRsioner  of  the  Revenoei  adjdresaed 
to  himaff  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  containing  estimates  of  the  probable 
amount  of  the  internal  duties  which  have  ao- 
cruarf,  and  wiU  accrue  for  the  year  1815;  which 
iNie  read,  ^nd  referred  to  the  Comnuttee  of  the 
Whole  00  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  of  the  9ih  instant,  upon  the  subject 
of  Tevemie. 

Mr,  NswTon,  froiq  the  Coiomitlee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  William  Haroon,  which  was  read; 
when  Mr.  N.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam HanwD ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  sapplfimentar^  to 
the  act,  eiuiiled  "  Ad  act  regulating  and  defining 
the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Illi- 
nois," and  for  vesting  in  the  courts  of  the  Terri- 
lOtj.  of  Indiana  a  jui-isdictioo  io  chancery  cases 
arising  io  the  said  Territory ;  which  was  rmd 
twice,  aad  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Nelbon  also  reported  a  biH  providing  an 
additional  compensation  to  the  district  judgie  of 
the  sottthero  district  of  New  York,  for  performing 
the  duties  of  judge  of  the  aorthcni  district  tbereof; 
which  was  read  twice,  end  conwaitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 
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Mr.  JoHHaon,  of  KentQokjr,  from  the  Commit- 
tee oa  Military  Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  making 
further  provuion  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Coramitice  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  making  provision  Cor  an  addi- 
tiooat  military  academy. 

Mr.  JoBitsOH  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  liqui- 
dation of  certain  clainu,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "confirming  to  the 
NarigatioaCompaa];  of  New  Orleans  the  oseaad 
possession  of  a  lot  ia  said  city,"  was  read  tka 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Coauuittee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin, 

Jietolved,  That  the  correspondence  between 
the  American  and  British  Commissioners,  on  the 
sul^ect  of  the  Commercial  Treaty,  lately  negcrti- 
ated  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
which  have  been  printed  by  order  of  the  Setiste, 
and  now  made  public,  together  with  a  tariff  of 
duties  on  lumber  imported  into  Great  Britain, 
which  was  printed  with  said  correspondence,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARen,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  altering  the  law  of  the  United 
States}  in  relation  to  costs  ia  the  eoorts  thcrcoi^ 
as  to  allow  full  costs  in  all  eases  in  which  the 
said  courts  have  exoltusiva  jurisdielion,  notwiib- 
standing  the  plaintiff  shall  not  recover,  in  dam-  i 
ages,  the  sum  of  five  huodred  dollars. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  auUHuixinc 
the  appointment  of  admiralaj"  in  which  they  asi 
the  coaeurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  BEVENUE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Coflavaittee  of  the  Whole^a  a  par* 
of  the  propositions  of  the  Committee  of  Way  a  aad 
Means,  rejecting  the  revenue. 

The  question  before  the  House  was  (as  on  the 
adjournment  yesterday)  on  aa  an^endmeat  molted 
byMr.OoLosBOBouoB  to  the  resolnlioa  proposii^ 
the  eoDtionance  of  the  donUs  duties,  uatif  Jaoe 
next.  This  ameodmeot  of  Mr.  GoLDsaoaoDW 
proposed  to  strike  out  so  much  as  propoaea  lo 
continue  the  double  duties  until  a  new  tariff  shatt 
be  established  by  law. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  QAaTOH^  aad  Mr. 
GoLOBBORODoa,  respecting  this  amendmentr-- 

Mr.  IUNooLi^,afterstatiair  that  he  had  a.ina< 
tion  to  ofifer,  said  that  he  was  indifced  to  believe 
that  it  was  ihrough  tnatlentioo  the  very  extraor* 
dioary  proceeding  of  yesterday  was  suffered  to 
pass  nb  nlentio-~ht  meant  that  of  the  Committee 
of  the  House  going  through  a  psrt  only  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana-r- 
sending  it  back  to  be  reported  in  the  shape  of  biUa, 
and  leaving  the  rest  of  it  bebiad  to  be  separately 
acted  upon ;  for  he  would  venture  to  aflirm,  that 
iL  was  the  first  time  a  eom&nittee  of  that  or  of 
any  other  legislative  assembly  had  ever  made  a 
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report  in  part.  There  were  twelve  resolutions — 
fire  of  those  had  been  detached,  to  be  served  upon 
again^  when  done,  ia  the  shape  of  bills,  while  the 
Temamine  seren  irere  left  behiad  to  employ  the 
HOQse.  It  Was  not,  however,  oa  the  point  of 
Parliamentary  iDCorrectoess  that  he  founded  his 
motion,  bst  on  still  more  important  grounds. 

It  was  proposed  to  levy  what  be  calleA  ffre- 
Tiotulyfaekry  burdens,  though  po-haps  what  other 
geutlemen  would  denominate  only  necessary  sup- 
plies. By  the  good  old  rules  of  the  House — which 
seemed  to  bim  to  have  shared  the  fate  of  the 
poel^  old  silk  stockings  in  the  anecdote,  and  to 
oave  been  so  often  darned,  and  altered,  and  cob- 
bled that  it  was  doubtfnl  whether  any  part  of  the 
ori^al  intaiTe  remained  behind-^every  bill  for 
liying  lazes  was  required  to  be  discussed  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  But  in  the  present 
ease,  he  said,  that  Would  not  have  been  done.  It 
mignt  hareCKen  recommitted,  but  gentlemen  did 
not  choose  to  discuss  it  in  a  Committee  of  the 
"W^Ie^  and  may  say  that  when  the  bills  upon  the 
Tcsolutions  are  reported^  they  may  then  be  dis- 
cussed. But  what  security  was  there,  that  when 
iher  Were  reported  they  would  not  be  grasped 
witn  the  same  strong  hand  as  before,  and  as  they 
bad  been  refused  dtsemsion  in  the  Committee,  be 
tgain  proceeded  upon  without  disctlsslon;  for 
geatlemen  might  as  well  order  them  to  be  en- 
grossed, as  do  what  theyhad  already  done  with 
Oiem.  The  rules  of  the  House,  he  repeated,  were 
that  every  measure  of  the  kind  should  be  fully 
discussed  in  a  Committee  of  the  House.  On 
Itiese  grounds  he  intended  to  move  (and  he  de- 
sired the  House  to  observe  that  he  asked  no  &vor, 
aotfaing  but  the  established  law,  sheer  law,)  that 
these  resolutions  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  in  order  that  the  measure  might 
proceed,  and  toe  taxes  be  laid  in  the  true  spirit  of 
the  Qovernment ;  or,  is  it  come  to  that  with  us, 
exclaimed  Mr.  R.,  that  we  dare  take  upon  us  to 
douUe  all  the  tax«8  upon  the  people  of  this  ooan- 
try,  with  as  little  concern  or  eetemouy  aa  we  or- 
der a  p^itioD  to  go  to  this  or  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  AimoLPH  added,  that  he  moved  die  re- 
commitment on  two  grounds. 

The  ftrst  of  those  gronads,  he  said,  was  the  con- 
duet  of  the  House  in  reporting  a  part  of  the  reso- 
latio&s,  and  not  discharging  the  coittmUtet  from 
the  rest. 

The  second,  because  there  had  been  no  discus- 
sltiQ  of  the  report  in  the  Committee ;  and  Uial,  on 
the  cotitrary,  all  discussion  had,  by  a  solemn  d6- 
cisipn,  beeb  stifled. 

Ur.  Ikobau  endeavored  to  justiiy  the  conduct 
of  the  Committee,  by  a  precedent  trom  the  pro- 
ee^ings  of  the  tut  Congress,  in  laying  these  rerjr 
taxes. 

Mr.  8tan70BD  replied  to  Mr.  Ingham;  after 
which,  the  question  was  put  and  negatived — yeas 
S9,  nays  91,  aa  follows :  i 

TxAt — Heasn.  Baer,  Baylies,  Boas,  Bradbuiy,  Breck- 
eniidge,  Brigham,  ChiiRnan,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cot^, 
Cq^^^  Davenport,  Gaston,  Goldihorough,  wos* 
veatt.  Hale,  Halucm,  Hudin,  ttnbert,  Eo^kiaaoa, 
Hager,  KuDMi:^  Kent,  Kmg  of  HaisadnHsm^  K3ng 


682 


H.  orR. 


of  North  CsToUna,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Marsh, 
Mason,  McEee,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mills,  Miloor,  Moore 
of  South  Carolina,  Moselsy,  KTelson  (tf  Maasadnurtt^ 
Noyes.  Piefcerlng,  Pltkia,  Randoliiu  Reed,  RqnwUb, 
Rioe,  Koaae,  Rngi^,  Seigeant,  SbeflGiy,  Stnttt  «f 
Pennsylvailia,  Stanferd,  Strmg,  Stnai^  Storcea,  Tall> 
madge,  Vose,  Wilcox,  Williams,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Menrs.  Adg^  Alexander,  Balur,  Baiboor, 
Bsasett,  Bateaian,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Biidsm, 
Bloont,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Barwell,  Cady.  Caldwell,  Cal- 
honn,  Uanmm,  Chappell,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina, 
Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Clsndennin,  Conutock, 
Condiet,  Connor,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cnthbert,  Dtr- 
liogton,  Desha,  Forney,  Forayth,  Gold,  Griffin,  Hahn, 
Hawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Hungerford,  Ibigtuun, 
IrWin  of  Penn^lvania,  Jewett,  Johiuon  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentocky,  Ken  of  Virginia,  Love,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  Lvle,  MacUy,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of 
Kentacky,  Mid^eton,  Moffit,  Morfree,  Nelscm  of  Vb* 
ginia,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pairis,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleas- 
ants, Powdl,  Root,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of 
Vitgiuia,  Southard,  Tanl,  Taylor  of  New  Ymk,  Taylor 
ofSouthCarc^a,  Telfair,  Thomas,  inuoopiTownsend, 
Tucker,  Wallaee,  Ward  of  New  Toifc,  Wendonr, 
Whiteside^  Wilde,  WiUtin,  Willou^iby,  Thomas  Wil- 
son, Wilham  Wibon,  Woodward,  Yancey  and  Tales. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  Mr.  Qolds- 
BOBonoH*s  amendment. 

Mr.  WntOBT,  of  Maryland,  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker^  I  wish  to  remind  the  Hotts^  that 
we  are  Isgislatmg  for  the  nation,  and  not  for  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  exclusively,  and 
that  the  good  of  the  whole  ought  to  b^  the  pole 
star  to  guide  us.  I  hope  the  time  prooosed  for  the 
extension  of  the  double  duties  will  not  obtain  j 
but  the  17th  of  February  next,  the  time  fixed  by 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  which  does  not  oiily  fix 
the  time  to  one  year  after  the  termination  of  the 
year,  but  expressly  declares  it  shall  cotitioue  "no 
longer,"  whereby  the  faith  of  the  nation  has  been 
pledged  to  the  American  people  that  the  double 
duties  shall  then  cease.  There  is  no  doubt  a  por- 
tion of  the  people  near  the  Canada  line,  who  have 
been  en^ged  in  smuggling^  who  would  make  it 
perpetual,  and  thereby  poeket  the  doable  duties ; 
as  the  great  innndatios  of  tin-carts  during  the 
war,  filled  with  goods  from  Cftnada,  will  attest 
But  I  should  hope  that  boncmble  geatlemen  on 
this  floor,  would  not  countenance  the  coatiotumee 
of  so  impious  a  practice.  The  merchants  of  Bos- 
ton, with  the  highly  respectable  Mr.  Williaia 
Gray  at  their  head,  petition  for  the  discontinuaoee 
of  the  double  duties  on  the  17th  of  Februarfi 
agreeably  to  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  as 
they  had  directed  theirimportations,  so  that  they 
might  arrive  after  the  expiration  of  the  law  im- 
posing them.  Sir  I  am  prepared  to  adopta  sbund 
corrected  tariff  of  duties,  but  not  prepared  to  con- 
tinue, one  hour,  the  double  duties,  in  violation  of 
the  nation's  faith.  Sir,  permit  me  here  to  pre- 
sent briefly  my  objection  to  the  system  of  taxes 
now  proposed ;  I  wish,  therefore,  to  be  permitted 
to  caU  gentlemen  back  to  the  year  1795,  when  the 
public  debt  amounted  to  seventy  miluons,  and 
when,  under  OenenU  Wiashfngtoa's  Adminutra- 
tion,  it  was  provided,  by  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
sink  the  debt  In  twenty-eight  years;  then,  sir, 
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twenty-eight  years  wu  tboagbt  »  sufficient  time 
to  sink  seventy  millions,  but  now,  sir,  after  a  glo- 
rious war,wbieh  bss  greatly  distressMtbe  Amer- 
ican people,  especially  wbeo  tbe  enemy  pressed 
tbem— -and  I  can  speak  from  experience,  for  Kent 
Island,  twenty-one  miles  by  seven,  a  part  of  the 
county  where  I  reside,  was  a  loDg  time  in  their 
poHession,  and  our  militia  were  constantly  out; 
nor  was  the  Western  Shore  less  oppressed,  as  my 
colleague,  General  Stuart,  can  attest — we  are 
called  on  to  pay,  on  tbe  heels  of  the  war,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  in  twelve  years. 
Sir,  have  we  forgot  the  quasi  war,  and  the  taxes 
imposed  for  its  prosecution,  and  the  conse- 
quences ?  I  hope  not ;  and  I  hope  neilher  we  nor 
the  nation  will  erer  forget,  that,  at  ibeeommenee* 
ment  of  Jefierson*B  republican  Administration,  we 
lepealed  all  the  internal  taxes  as  unnecessary,  un- 
loaaome  nnloward  circamstances  should  occur 
— snck  as  war.  We  then  dismissed  the  sixteen 
midnight  judge8,a8  they  were  called.  Gentlemen 
well  lecoUeet  my  devotion  to  tbe  prosecution  of 
the  war,  and  my  readiness  to  impose  the  neces- 
sary taxes  for  that  purpose ;  bat,  above  all,  the 
readiness  of  the  people  to  pay  those  taxes;  and 
that  they  had  covered  the  nation  with  glory,  and 
themselves  with  imperishable  laurels,  so  as  Justly 
to  claim  at  our  hands  as  mucb  indulgence  as  had 
been  granted  the  people  coder  Washington's  Ad- 
ministration. If,  then,  twenty-eight  years  was 
allowed  for  the  payment  of  seventy  millions,  can 
it  noif  be  just  to  compel  our  people  to  pay  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  in  twelve  years,  the 
time  proposed  by  the  plan  before  na?  Sir,  ve 
can.  after  the  estabUshment  of  a  correct  tariff  of 
duties,  dismiss  the  internal  taxes  as  well  now  as 
in  1812,  and  in  my  judgment  with  the  same  pro- 
priety i  and  it  is  now  necessary  for  the  ease  of  the 
people.  Sir,  the  pablie  debt  in  1802,  when 
compared  with  the  revenue  of  that  day,  and  the 
demands  of  the  Treasury,  was  as  great  as  it  is 
now,  when  compared  with  the  increased  popula- 
tion; and  the  consequent  increase  of  the  revenue 
from  imposts  and  tonnage,  and  the  sale  of  tbe 
public  lands, and  thesurplus  revenue  arisingfrom 
those  sources,  will  effect  a  sinking  fund  sufficient 
to  sink  the  present  debt  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  as  rapidly  as  tbe  debt  of  seventy  millions 
was  provided  to  be  sunk  in  1795.  I  therefore  in- 
voke gentlemen  to  consider  well  the  measures 
now  onder  consideration,  and  not  act  a  hasty  or 
imprudent  part;  altboueh  I  never  considered  a 
national  debt  a  national  blessing,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  its  extinguishment  by  oppression. 

Mr.  GaoBTBNOR  and  Mr.  Hdqeb  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Tatlob  and  Mr. 
LowMOBS  against  it. 

It  was  contended,  by  tbe  advocates  of  this 
unendmen^tbat  to  retain  tbe  clause  referring  to 
a  new  tari^  would  introduce  a  looseness  and 
vagueness  in  our  laws,  and  produce  an  uocer- 
taioty  as  to  the  intentions  of  Congress,  which 
would  be  prejudicial  as  well  to  individual  as  to 
public  interest.  By  the  oppooents  of  the  amend- 
ment it  was  contended  that  tbe  present  phrase- 
ology would  mislead  the  pnblie  mind,  and  deceive 
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interested  individuals  as  to  the  views  of  Con. 

f^ress,  which,  unquestionably,  favored  the  estah- 
ishment  of  a  new  tariff;  and  would  besides  pre> 
jndice  tbe  public  interest,  inasmuch  as  a  concur^ 
rence  of  circumstances,  such  as  long  discussion, 
clashing  opinions  on  the  details,  might  pro- 
tract the  adoption  of  a  new  tariff  of  duties  beyond 
tbe  30ih  of  June,  the  time  prescribed  in  ibis  re- 
solve for  the  expiration  of  the  double  duties. 

Mr.  Sbbqbamt  spoke  at  considerable  leDgth, 
and  with  much  zeal,  in  behalf  of  the  manufac- 
turers, whose  interests  he  evinced  mucb  anxiety 
to  guard ;  but  he  said  he  would  vote  against  the 
proposed  amendment,  because  he  was  disposed  to 
extend  the  limitation  of  time  to  J|tnuarj  next. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  asked  the  Speaker,  if  tbe  qoes- 
tioB  wen  not  on  striking  out  of  the  resolution  tbe 
words  "and  until  an  act  shall  be  pasaed  estab* 
lisbing  a  new  tariff?'' — and  on  the  Speaker  an- 
swering in  the  affirmative — so  I  thought,  said  Mr. 
R.,  and  yet  I  could  not  help  doubting  my  under* 
standing  on  tbe  case.   This  isalimitation  I  have 
never  before  known  or  beard  of.   A  law  to 
main  in  force,  not  to  a  particular  time,  but  until  a 
particular  contingency  shall  have  happened;  un- 
til another  law  now  in  contemplation  shall  have 
passed !   This,  sir,  is  such  a  curiosity  in  legisla- 
tion as  I  have  not  only  never  witnessed  or  heard 
of  but,  never  so  much  as  imagined;  and  as  not 
only  myself,  but,  I  do  most  potently  believe, 
no  man  living,  or  that  ever  lived,  did  hear  of.  This 
question,  sir,  has  been  an  old  bone  of  contention 
between  the  two  parties  which  divide  this  conn- 
try,  almost  from  the  establishing  of  the  Constim- 
tion.  It  waialwaysa  principle  obstinately  main- 
tained by  the  Federalists,  that  the  power  of  taxing 
extended  beyond  this  House,  and  that  taxes  might 
be  imposed  permanently  j  while  the  opposite  party 
as  obstinately  contended  that  tbe  power  over  tax- 
ation, could  not,  constitutionally,  be  let  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Representatives;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  makers  of  the  Constitution  never 
intended  to  impart  to  the  Senate  or  the  Pr^ident 
any  right  to  impose  taxes  on  the  people.  To  every 
gentleman  who  knows  the  history  of  our  Qovero- 
ment,  and  to  every  member  who  has  been  familiar 
with  this  House  and  its  proceedings,  for  anycon- 
siderable  length  of  time,  it  is  well  known  to  have 
been  the  constant  subject  of  controversy,  or,  as  I 
said  before,  a  never  failing  bone  of  contention,  as 
much  so  at  least  as  any  other  subject;  and  the 
point  being  now  volnniarily  surrendered  by  the 
very  men  who  had  ranged  themselves  on  the  side 
of  those  who  maintained  the  exclusive  right  of 
this  House  to  taxation,  is  to  me  a  proof,  additional 
to  tbe  many  I  have  long  bad,  that  the  time  is 
come  when  the  system  of  Mr.  Jeflerson,  though 
it  was  the  ladder  bj  which  the  present  Admin- 
istration mounted  into  power,  is  to  be  departed 
from,  both  in  practice  and  theory,  in  the  eondaet 
of  public  affairs,  and  that  the  great  principles 
which  governed  the  policy  of  Mr.  Jefferson  are  to 
be  entirely  renounced.    It  is  true  of  all  free 
Governments — and  it  is  still  more  true  of  that  of 
tbe  United  Slates  than  any  other  in  tbe  world-* 
that  the  House  in  which  the  people  are  represent 
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fldaluHlid  oever  yield  to  aoy  other,  in  the  slightest 
extCDi,  the  power  over  the  purse.   This,  sir,  is  a 
Qorerament  of  compromise,  id  the  settling  of 
which,  we,  the  great  States,  stipalated,  as  ttie 
terms  of  itie  compromise,  that  the  smallest  of 
those  Slates  should  be  of  equal  weight  with  our- 
selres  in  the  Senate,  aod  in  the  eleciioo  of  a  Pres- 
ident greater  than  in  proportioa  to  their  strength — 
a  fiict  the  House  shoold  oever  lose  sight  oil  Let 
the  Senate  then  do  their  duty,  let  them  make 
those  acts  which  by  the  CoostitatioD  they  are  au- 
thorized to  do — bat  let  them  not  originate  any 
money  bills— nerer  give  that  staff  oat  of  your  own 
hands  to  be  voted  away  by  that  body.  1  have  In- 
finitely less  jealousy  of  the  President,  (I  do  not 
speak  sersoDally  of  him  who  now  fills  that  office. 
I  speak  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States  whoever  and  whenever  he  may  be.)  than  I 
haTe  of  the  Seaate.   It  is  in  human  nature,  sir; 
net  having  Jawfully  the  power  to  originate  money 
UUs,  00  money  bills  they  will  be  most  likely  to 
make  atteotpts  to  evince  their  power;  like  all 
other  bodies  they  will  be  animated  by  the  impulse 
of  the  eaprit  de  corpt,  and  will  exercise  it  if  you 
give  them  «□  opportunity.  The  question  is,  then, 
shall  we  give  them  that  opportunity  1  We  hear 
mnch  said  about  taxes,  about  our  funds  being 
pledged  to  the  public  creditors;  and  about  the 
national  faith  being  violated  with  respaet  to  those 
creditors  if  we  should  repeal  the  double  uxei^  op" 
pressive  as  they  are  to  the  people.   To  this  I 
answer  that  the  public  iaith  never  was  broken 
when  I  bad  a  ahare  in  the  couneiU  of  the  eoon- 
iry— and  yet  we  did  repeal  an  entire  system  of 
taxatioDi  tfaoi^fh  the  whole  of  it  was  pledged  for 
the  pubbc  debt ;  and  here,  sir,  we  have  another 
proofthatthepresent  Qoveroment  have  renounced 
the  true  Republican  principles  of  Jefferson's  Ad- 
minislration  on  which  they  raised  themselves  to 
power,  and  that  they  have  taken  up,  in  their  stead, 
those  of  John  Adams.   At  that  time— I  mean 
when  we  repealed  that  system  of  taxation — the 
Federalists  were  against  the  repeal,  as  these  men 
are  now.  and,  like  these,  insisted  that  the  taxes 
were  pledged  to  the  public  creditors.  This,  sir,  is 
another  pTain  indication  tlMt  they  have  eunged 
the  principle  by  their  ptetencee  to  which  they 
hare  gulled  the  people,  and  obtained  their  ascend- 
eney,  and  that,  as  I  have  somewhere  else  remark- 
ed, their  principle  now  is  old  Federalism,  vamped 
op  into  n  something  bearing  the  superficial  ap- 
pearance of  Repuuieanism.  Yes,  we  repealed 
drase  taxes  upon  the  ground  that  so  long  as  the 
nation  should  punctually  pay  the  public  creditor 
his  due,  the  latter  had  no  right  to  inquire  out  of 
what  fund  it  came.   Suppose,  sir,  1  borrow  a  sum 
of  money  aod  promise  to  pay  my  creditor  out  of 
the  sales  of  my  next  crop  of  cotton,  and  that  1 
should  think  fit  to  raise  corn  enough  to  pay  him, 
and  choose  to  reserve  my  cotton  in  store  for  a 
jnore  advantageous  market — will  any  man  be  ab- 
surd enough  to  say  that  I  violate  the  iaiUi  I  had 
plet^ed  to  that  creditor,  if  I  do  not  sell  my  cot- 
ton? The  Federalisla  at  that  time  said,  tint  we 
had  violated  the  public  faith— while  w^  on  the 
other  hand,  contended  that  lo  long  as  the  creditor 
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was  paid  bis  just  demand,  he  had  no  right  to  ask 
where  we  got  the  means  ;  whether  we  drew  them, 
like  the  Federalists,  from  internal  taxes,  or,  like 
the  Republicauis  of  that  day,  from  our  import  da- 
ties,  and  the  funds  of  the  custom-bouse.  But,  sir, 
Jefferson  had  other  funds — funds  of  his  owo — 
funds  out  of  the  reach,  as  it  should  seem,  of  oar 
present  financiers ;  his  ways  and  means  were  the 
very  reverse  of  theirs;  his  was  ecraomy,  retrench- 
ment ;  he  put  the  country  out  of  the  leaeh  of  its 
creditors  by  retrenching  the  public  expenditure  to 
the  amount  of  the  dems  to  be  paid*  By  these 
ways  and  means,  the  Treasury  overflowed  with 
wealth,  aod  a  committee  was  appointed,  not  to 
raise  double  taxes,  or,  by  wholesale  vote,  to  con- 
tinue in  force  those  already  raised,  but  to  dispose 
of  the  surplus  revenue  that  flowed  into  the  Trea- 
sury. Thus,  he  was  accustomed  to  have  lying 
by,  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  from  five  to 
seven  millions  of  dollars  more  than  the  expenses 
of  the  Qoveroment  and  the  disbursements  of  the 
siokiog  fund,  ihotigb  be  was  all  the  time  redeem- 
ing the  public  debt.  That,  sir,  was  the  result  of 
{ffaotisiog  as  well  as  preaohtog.  That  was  the 
result  of  really  acting  upon  the  Republican  prin- 
ciples he  profcMed,  instead  of  professing  one 
principle  and  practising  another— proressiog  R«- 
publieanism  and  practising  old  Fedenlism.  Cna 
the  Hoose  pass  a  mote  severe  sentence  on  BIr. 
Jefferson,  than  in  saying  that  the  repeal  of  the 
internal  uxes  was  a  violation  of  the  national 
faith  ?  But,  let  US  go  to  the  proof— At  the  time 
1  allude  to,  the  six  per  ceou  stocks  were  above 
par,  payments  hang  made,  too,  in  good  hard  dol- 
lars; not  rag^  but  suver.or,  if  you  chose  it,  gcdd. 
What  is  the  price  now?  you  are  at  peace, and 
yet  your  stocks  are  at  ninety-eight ;  aad  what  is 
the  value  of  the  stuff  you  get  for  it,  the  rags  1 — 
why,  thirteen  per  cent  ooder  par,  so  that  you  get 
just  etgbty*five  out  of  each  hundred  of  your  stooi. 
But  then  there  was  a  pledge  to  the  people,  who 
it  seems  are  in  a  state  of  pnpilUey  aod  wut 
guardians — (poor  little  thin|^  1 1  apprehend  that 
in  the  administration  of  their  affaint,  the  enca- 
torship  is  much  better  than  the  heirship^)  apledge 
to  establish  a  sinking  fund  to  redeem  the  debts 
incurred  bjr  the  mismanagement  ttf  the  exeeutoEs. 
You  promised  that  if  the  minor  would  elect  you 
his  guardian,  you  would  pay  off  the  encumbrances 
on  his  estate.  Did  you  do  so?  No:  the  ward  wna 
robbed,  aod  his  property  was  lavished  away  upoa 
war  feasts  in  Canada,  and  upon  tilts,  and  shows, 
asd  tournameots. 

My  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Shbivbv)  has 
said,  that  the  case  of  the  minofacturers  is  not 
fairly  before  the  House.  True  1  it  is  not  fairly 
before  the  House.  It  never  can  be  fairly  before 
the  House  ;  whenever  it  comes  before  us,  it  tanst 
come  uofairly,  notes  "a  spirit  of  health— but  a 
ffoblio  damoed" — not "  brioginf  with  it  airs  from 
Heaven,  but  blasts  from  Hell^it  ought  to  be 
exorcised  out  of  the  House :  for,  what  do  the  priii- 
eiplea  about  which  such  a  contest  is  maintoi&ed 
amount  to,  but  a  system  of  bounties  to  manufae- 
turers,  in  order  to  encourage  them  to  do  that 
which,  if  it  be  advantageous  to  do  at  all,  they  will 
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4o,  of  eoone,  for  their  own  Mkw;  a  Urgcas  to 
oieii  to  eKeraK  their  own  eustonMry  ealliogs,  for 
their  own  emolument ;  and  Gorerament  derising 
T^ns,  nnd  bestowiog  premiums  out  of  the  pockets 
«f  the  bard  working  cultirator  of  the  soil,  to  mould 
the  productive  labor  of  the  coantry  into  a  thou- 
Mod  fantastic  shapes;  barring  up, all  the  time, 
for  that  perverted  purpose,  the  great,  deep,  rich 
stream  of  our  prosperous  indostrjr.  Such  a  case, 
sir.  I  agree  with  the  faooorable  geatleman, cannot 
4}e  fairly  brought  before  the  House.  It  evcDtnates 
in  this :  whether  you,  aaa  planter  will  conseui  to 
%e  uxed,  in  order  to  hire  another  men  to  go  to 
work  in  a  shoemaker's  shop,  or  to  set  up  a  spin- 
ning jenoy.  For  my  part  I  will  not  agree  to  it, 
«nn  though  they  should,  by  way  of  retsm,  arree 
to  be  taxed  to  help  ns  to  plant  tobacco ;  mnohless 
will  I  agree  to  pay  all,  and  leeeivc  nothing  for  it. 
NOf  1  will  buy  where  I  can  get  manometurca 
ciieapeaC;  I  will  ata.  agree  to  lay  a  duty  on  the 
•  «nltivatoraoftheftOtItoeDCoorageexotic  manufae- 

inres ;  beeause,  after  all,  we  should  only  get  much 
worse  things  at  a  much  higher  orice,  and  we,  the 
eultiTators  of  the  country,  would  in  the  end  pay 
for  all.  Why  do  not  gentlemen  ask  as  to  grout  a 
bounty  for  the  eneoaragonent  of  making  flour  ^— 
^e  reason  is  too  plain  for  me  to  repeat  it;  then 
<wby  pay  a  man  much  more  than  the  value  for  it, 
-to  work  up  onr  own  cotton  into  clothing,  when, 
by  selling  my  raw  material,  I  can  gee  mydothiag 
much  better  and  cheaper  from  Dacca. 

Sir,  I  am  eouTinced  that  it  would  be  impolitic, 
as  well  as  unjust,  to  aggravate  the  burdens  of  the 
people]  for  the  putpose  of  favwing  the  mannfae- 
tnrars)  for  thia  Government  created  and  gave 
powar  to  CoDgreas,  to  rwolate  commerce  and 
Mnlkn  doties  on  the  whole  of  the  Uotied  States, 
vnd  Dot  to  lav  a  duty  but  with  a  steady  eye  to 
f«r«nne.  With  my  good  will,  sir,  there  should 
ha  none  hot  an  ad  v  Jorem  doty  on  alt  articlea, 
which  wwjld  prevent  the  possibility  of  one  inter- 
mt  in  the  eonntry  being  aaerifioed^by  the  man- 
•fcment  ef  taxation,  to  another.  What  is  there 
in  those  objeeu  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  so* 
li^tode,  to  give  them  a  claim  to  m  sapported  by 
the  earnings  of  the  others  7  The  agncuUorisis 
hear  the  whole  brunt  of  the  war  and  taxation,  and 
ramain  poor,  while  the  others  run  in  the  ring  of 
pleasure,  and  fatten  upon  then.  The  agricnttu- 
nsts  not  only  pay  all,  but  fight  all^  while  the  otfacn 
m.  The  manufacturer  ia  the  citizen  of  no  plaoc, 
«r  uy  plaee ;  the  airiealtanat  haa  his  propefftr, 
Us  laoos,  his  all,  hu  household  gods  to  deTana ; 
avd,  Uke  that  meek  drudge,  the  ox,  who  does  the 
labtfr,  and  ploughs  the  ground,  and  then,  for  his 
imnrd,  ti^es  the  refuse  of  the  farm  yard,  the 
Uightad  Uadcs  and  the  mouldy  stiaw,  and  the 
mildewed  ^oeks  of  corn  for  his  support while 
the  commercial  specnlators  live  in  opulence, 
whirling  in  coaches,  and  iodutging  in  palaces ;  to 
use  the  words  of  Dr.  Johnsou,  coaches,  which  fly 
like  meteors,  and  palaces,  which  rise  like  exhala- 
tions. Eveo  without  your  aid,  the  agriculturists 
ate  no  match  for  them.  Alnt,  rigilant,  enter- 
piaiwr.  and  active,  the  manufacturing  interest 
•re  ««Kcotod  in  masses,  and  ready  to  associate  at 
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a  mmnent^  waraiiw,  for  any  purpose  of  geoeial 
interest  to  their  bo^.  Do  but  ring  the  fire  bell, 
and  yob  can  assemble  all  the  manufiietoring  in- 
terest of  Philadelphia,  in  fifteen  minutes.  Nay, 
for  matter  of  that,  they  are  alwaj's  asseraUed, 
they  are  always  oa  the  Rialto ;  and  Shylock  and 
Antonio  meet  there  every  ^ey,  as  friends,  and 
compare  notes,  and  lay  plans,  and  possess  in  trick 
and  inielligeDce,  what,  m  the  goodness  of  God  to 
them,  the  others  can  never  possess.  It  is  die 
choicest  bounty  to  the  ox,  that  he  cannot  play  tbe 
fox  or  the  tiger.  So  it  is  to  one  of  the  body  of 
agricnltarists,  that  be  cannot  skip  into  a  coSte* 
house,  and  shave  a  note  with  one  hand,  while  wHh 
the  other  he  signs  a  petition  to  Congress,  portray* 
ing  the  wrongs,  and  grievances,  and  suflertogs  he 
endures,  and  b^ging  them  tomiere  him;  ye^M 
relieve  him  oat  of  the  pockets  of  tfaoae  whue  W 
bors  have  fed  and  enriched,  and  whose  nlor  has 
defended  them.  The  cultivators,  the  paliMt 
drudges  of  the  other  orders  of  society,  are  now 
waiting  for  your  resolntioo.  For,  on  you  it  de* 
pends,  whether  ther  shall  be  left  further  unhurt, 
or  be,  like  those  in  Europe  reduced,  grtulofifli,  and 
subjected  to  another  squeeze  from  the  hard  gnip 
of  power.   Sir,  I  have  done. 

Mr.  Sheffet,  and  others,  regariled  the  expres* 
sion  respecting  the  tarifi*  as  paving  the  way,  if  not 
absolutely  providing  for  an  indmnite  continiia- 
tion  of  the  double  duties. 

Tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Qolosborodoh  was  finally 
agreed  to,  by  a  majority  of  about  ten  votes. 

Mr.  Sergeant  then  moved  to  strike  oat  the 
'^thirtieth  June,"  (the  day  to  which  the  contian* 
atioQ  of  the  double  duties  is  limited  in  the  re- 
solve,) and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  first  day 
of  January  next." 

Mr.  Kma  was  opposed  to  this  motion ;  becans^ 
as  he  conoeired,  the  national  ftith  was  pledged 
that  tbe  duties  should  eirplre  on  the  iStfa  of  next 
month. 

Mr.  SEaaBART  earnestly  and  at  large  aappotted 
his  motion. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  howerer— 77  to  56. 

W&niiwnAT,  January  17. 

Mr.  HAHHOitn  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  praying  that 
such  measuras  may  be  adopted  as  will  encoun^ 
and  promote  the  interests  of  the  cotton  manu&c* 
taring  estabtishnenta  within  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HiDDLBTON  presented  a  petition  of  the  City 
Counoll  of  Charleston,  in  Sooth  Carolina,  pray- 
ing to  be  repaid  the  moneys  expended  by  the  am 
corporation  in  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
seamen  confined  by  sickneas  in  the  marine  hospi- 
tal in  that  city,  and  that  additional  funds  may  w 
provided  for  tbe  use  of  the  said  hospital. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mana- 
factures. 

Mr.  Gaston  presented  a  petition  of  the  Lefis- 
lature  of  the  Territory  of  Hissoari,  praying  mat 
a  tract  of  land  may  be  framed  to  the  conaits- 
sioners  of  the  eounty  of  Launnce,  on  vrhieh  they 
propose  to  aathorise  the  erection  of  a  town  and 
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to  ^  Oom^tM  on  ^lAlie  Ltndsr 

Mr.  TvoKBB  pMmted  a  petition  of  the  Lery 
Goart  of  the  oonnty  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis- 
trtet  oT  Colnmbia,  praying  that  the  powers  granted 
to  the  said  court,  oj  an  act  anthorizing  them  to 
erect  a  penitnitiarr,  may  be  enlarged  and  extend- 
ed^Referred  totbe  Committee  od  the  Judiciary. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  tbe  Military  Com- 
mittte  were  discharged  from  tbe  further  consid- 
eration of  tbe  petition  of  tbe  ofScers  and  soldiers 
of  the  tweoty-tbird  raiment  of  United  States' 
iofantry,  praying  for  permisston  to  locate  their 
lands  in  ooebody;  and  tbe  petitioners  bad  leave 
to  withdraw  their  memorial. 

The  bill  fr«m  the  Senate  "authorizing  the  ap- 
peiaineat  of  Admivala"  was  read  twice,  aad  refer- 
red to  tbe  Committee  on  Naral  Affaira. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  Hoive  rcsimed  the  couideration  of  the 
first  fire  prepoHlioaa  of  ih«  Cottmittee  of  Ways 
•ad  Umua  lespectiDg  the  revenue. 

The  first  rcsiotetioB,  for  continntng  in  foree  the 
deaUe  ^tiea  on  iiB|mrts  and  toBaas*  uiil  the 
39th  dvf  of  Jaw  Mxt,        adll  ua£r  wnmia- 

Mr.  Maoist  mored  a  reeonstdaratioa  of  yts- 
(entay's^ete,  wbenby  the  Honae  refased  to  a»it» 
oat  of  said  resolve  the  SBflk  •Ame,  and  iaseit  the 
IttJamuen/. 

The  Hoate  having  agreed  to  reconsider  the  said 
^inesiion — 68  to  03— the  questbn  again  presented 
itself  to  suike  out  the  30tA  day  Jtme,wai  insert 
lie  \at  day  ofJanuaTy,  so  as  to  prolong  the  don- 
Ue  daties  to  the  latter  day. 

On  this  question,  the  whole  ground  of  debate 
octiipted  yesterday  aad  tbe  preceding  daf  was 
I0HI1  tmv>eJled  over.  The  adviueatas  of  this  mo* 
liaa  BUkiataiaed  that  iu  •doptioo  was  naeessvy 
loecear*  the  mamUiietttfeia  Uom  loaB,andalae«t 
min,  aa  wall  as  to  enable  the  raentutats  «o  ky 
their  course  intelUgently  ia  the  boainess  of  tbe 
apyfow^iag  wwOB.  Oo  tbe  other  liaad,  it  wan 
eoMenled  by  some  that  the  extaosimi  of  tb«K 
dBti«  WDM  be  ati  vnaeeeesary  and  grieveos 
tu  OD  tbe  consumers  for  the  benefit  «f  rae  nwn- 
ttfttetorer^  andtheconreateneeof  the  tnerchants; 
and  by  other  gentlemen  the  broad  groond  waa 
taken  that  the  faith  of  the  Oovemment  befw 
pledged  to  dbcontione  the  duties  m  the  end  m 
one  year  aiker  the  cz|Hratien  of  the  tnx,  it  wonid 
of  eonrsa  te  more  anjuat  to  protiaet  their  cessa- 
tion to  a  oaore  distant  day,  than  to  that  already 
propoaed  in  tbe  resolve. 

Many  topics  not  directly  applicable  to  the  sub- 
ject were  Honght  into  tbe  qocsdm,  and  com- 
pkiaed  of  by  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  mingled 
in  debate,  who  said  that  the  ioKvasts  of  maaa- 
(aetorecs  did  not  bdoog  to  this  question,  aor  per- 
h^  tbe  inlereMs  of  the  merchants ;  that  it  wm 
a  question  of  natioaal  policy,  which  ougtu  to 
staad  Oft  ita  own  merits.  Ana  some  of  those  who 
s^ka  and  v«Ced  against  tbeaxtannon  to  January, 
ud  so  on  the  ground  that  Mieh  a  etrane  would 
becqoaUr  *dTma  to-thc  inimscsof  the  mum- 
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faeturer  aad  nerehant,aB  to  those  of  Uie  eoonnu- 
nity  generally. 

The  gentlemen  who  spoke  on  the  affirmative 
side  of  this  qnestton  wer&  Mesns.  SaaaBAirr  and 
BoRxaiDB ;  and  those  on  the  n^^tve  side.  Messrs. 
LowNDSB,  Robs,  QaosvEiroB,  Pitzik,  Wbkfht, 
Kina,  OasTox,  Mill«,  PtosBBuro,  aad  Ram- 

DOtFH. 

Tbe  question  oo  this  motion  was  at  length  de- 
cided, late  in  the  day,  by  the  followiog  vote : 

YtAS — Messrs.  Betts,  Birdseye,  Bloant,  Brooks, 
Btysn,  Bnroside»  CsBnon,  Clendennin,  Clopton,  Con- 
ner, CreightOB,  DarbigMn,  De«ba,  Hshn,  Haves, 
Heister,  Henderson,  HopUiuen,  Ing^um,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kerr  of  ViTgitds,  Lyle,  MftcUy,  Maynmt, 
McCoy,  McLean  of  Kantncky,  McLesn  of  Ohio,  MU- 
nor,  mlsM  ofViiginia,  ZCMrtn,  Pipn^  rvtnH,  Rtj-  • 
ndds,  Boet^  Ssbsmb^  Strong  Taol,  Taylor  of  New- 
York,  ThoBoas,  Throo^  WaUaas^  Ward  of  N.  TsA> 
Wendever,  Whiteside,  WiUiaais,  Thomas  Wiksa.  and 
William  Wilson— 47. 

liixB — Messrs.  A^^,  Alezandsr,  Atherton,  Baer, 
Bsker,  Barbour,  Bsssett,  Bstemsn,  Btyliss,  Benneti, 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Biigham,  BurweD, 
Cadr,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cbappell,  Cbipmaa,  Cilley, 
Clarke  of  Nordl  Carolina.  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Cl^< 
ton,  ComstoA,  Condict,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Cathbert,  DsTenport,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Oastoo,  Gold, 
Ooldsborouf  h,  Griffin,  GrosvenDr,  Hale,  Hall,  Ham- 
mond, Hanson,  Hardin,  Herhert,  Buger,  Hungerford, 
Irwin  of  PennsylTania,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  ViTginis, 
Kent,  King  of  MassachuMttK,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Langdcm,  Law,  Lewis,  Lon,  Lorett,  Lowndes,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Marsh,  KcKee,  Middleten,  MtUs,  Me». 
Meino  of  South  Gaietma,  Moseley.  Marftee,  NetBsn 
of  Massachusetts,  Nsyes,  Onn^,  Panis,  Piokana, 
Pickering,  Pitkin.  Pleasanta ,  Randolph,  Rsed.  Ro«m, 
BoberlsMi,  Ross,  Boggles,  Savsgs,  Sehensfc,  Sbarpe, 
Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvaiu^  Smith  of  Vkgiaia, 
Stanford,  Stearns,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Tallmadge,  Tay- 
lor of  Seath  Oaielina,  TsUUr,  Tewnasad,  TufJcsTr 
Voae,  Ward  of  Massashusetts,  Wtlaoz,  WUde^  Wil- 
longhby,  Wright,  Yancey,  and  Yates— 106. 

So  the  motion  to  eatend  the  caotinnaace  of 
double  duties  to  the  fint  day  of  January  was  aof- 
atived,  and  the  House  adjonmad. 


TonaMV,  Jaanary  18. 
Mr.  CiuBT  Tprweated  a  peti^a  of  the  Bxeter 
aad  Roektagbatt  Cotton  MaUsfacttiTiQg  Compa- 
nies, in  the  State  of  Mew  Hatnpshiire,  praying 
that  the  importation  ftoxa  fore^  countries  of  all 
cotton  goodi  of  a  coarse  texture  Inar  be  prohib- 
ited.—ReTerrcd  tbthe  Committee  of  Cotndierce 
and  Manufactures. 

The  followiBg  bills  passed  tfaroiq;h  Commit- 
tees of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  readiag:  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  (Soorjg  Nt^iager;  tbe  hill  for  the 
relief  of  Jonathan  White;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  G.  Camp;  the  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Jeaa> 
than  Ragef^  jun.,  of  Watmford,  Conoeetiout; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jcdin  Redman  Goxe;  aad 
ttos  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Anderson. 

The  hlU  fbr  tho  rdtef  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  nilitla  kilM,  «r  who  have  died  of  wwmdi  w- 
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ceived  darioj;  the  Ute  var,  was  aome  time  before 
8  Committee  of  tbe  W^hole.  The  Committee 
rose,  and  tbe  bill  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
of  the  Whole  oo  the  bill  makiof  further  prorisioo 
for  military  tervieet  dariog  the  late  war,  aad  for 
other  purposes. 
Mr.  HuLBBaT  presented  a  petition  of  Ann  Qer- 

S,  widow  of  Elbrid^e  Cherry,  deceased,  late  Vice 
esident  of  tbe  Uoited  S»ies,  prajriog  that  tbe 
sabrjr  which  would  have  been  paid  to  tbe  de- 
ceased, had  he  tired  to  the  eod  of  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected,  may  be  girea  to  ber,  for 
the  support  of  herself  aad  children. — Referred  to 
Messrs.  Hdlbbrt,  Coxnib,  and  Qabton. 

Mr.  RoBGBTSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of  tbe  Illinois  Territory,  refenred 
on  tbe  16th  ult.  and  Otb  insunt,  and  on  the  peti* 
tion  of  sundry  Inhabiunts  of  the  said  Territory, 
referred  on  the  18th  ult.,  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill,  making  further  proTision 
for  settling  tbe  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Illinois;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBBBTBON  bUo  made  a  report  oa  the  pe* 
tUton  of  Aotoine  Drouet  and  Dillas,  which  was 
read ;  when  Mr.  R.  reported  &  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  claiiaants  to  land  in  the  district  of  Vin- 
censes;  which  was  read  twie^  and  committed  to 
ft  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Robbbtson  also  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  iohabiiants  of  tbe  Territories  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  referred  on  the  14th  and  15th 
ult.  and  16ih  inst.  j  which  was  read,  aad  the  res- 
olution therein  contained  was  eoneurred  in  by 
the  Hoose,  as  follows : 

Reeolved,  That  the  prayer  of  tbe  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

COLONIZATION  OF  NEGROES. 

Mr.  Robbhtbon  made  a  report  oo  tbe  peti- 
tion of  the  Kentueky  Abolitioa  Society ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Tbe  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  according  to  the  petitioo,  great  numbers  of 
slaves  have  been  emandpated  in  diiBerent  parts  of  tbe 
United  States ;  that  the  number  may  be  expected  to 
increase  daily ;  that  thej  are  not  allowed  the  privilegeB 
of  free  dtixens  when  they  are  emancipated,  and  are 
iindubited  by  law  from  emigratiog  to  many  of  the  other 
matea  and  Territories ;  in  conteqaence  of  all  this,  and, 
to  use  Uia  wtwds  of  tlw  petition,  as  tbej  are  safleriog 
many  prirattons  lor  the  want  of  room  and  t^ipoitani- 
tiee  nr  the  expansion  of  grains  and  enooursgemeot  to 
iadustryi  they  ^y  that  a  suitable  territory  may  be  laid 
off  as  an  ai^lum  tea  all  negroes  and  mnlaltoes  eman- 
dpated  or  to  be  emandpated  within  the  United  States ; 
and  that  audi  donations,  allowances,  encouragement 
and  assistance,  be  afforded  them  as  may  be  necessary 
Ibr  conveying  them  tbitbo',  and  settling  them  therein. 
Th0  conunittee  bag  leave  to  lAeerve,  that  iSu  Govem- 
BMnt  is  not  in  ttw  hMt  of  granting  such  advantages 
to  wUta  dticens,  nor  can  they  wdl  peredve  why  they 
AmM  be  expected  in  ftvor  of  those  of  any  other  color. 
The  pnUie  landa  of  the  United  States  sie  sold  or  earned 
if  aar^ees  lendsied  to  Uw  ooaatiy ;  and  all  those  irito 
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wish  to  reside  on  them  have  botetofiite  (as  most  prob- 
ably tbey  must  oMiUnne  to  do)  paid  thdr  own  tiavd. 
ling  expenasB.  The  cooinuttee,  too,  eaHot  but  be- 
lieve tlut  tiiere  is  do  part  of  our  highly  favned  country 
where  industry  and  eoooomy  will  not  insore  to  those 
who  practise  them  an  eai^  and  independent  support. 
The  committee  can  see  no  cause  for  the  interference  of 
the  Government  on  this  subject;  they  have,  corise* 
quently,  prepared  a  resolution,  which  is  respectfoUj 
submittea. 

RtMoloedr  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

Tbe  honoraUe  the  Speaker  and  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  asssmbled, 
the  petitiMk  of  the  Kentudcy  Abolition  Sode^,  at 
their  annnal  meeting,  holden  in  FrankUn  county, 
near  FranUbrt,  Kentucky,  October  18  and  19, 1816, 
respectlhUy  sboweth: 

That,  whereas  great  numbera  of  slaves  have  been 
emandpated  in  different  parts  of  these  United  States, 
and  it  may  be  expected,  from  tbe  genius  of  our  Oor- 
emment,  and  from  a  spuit  of  benevolence  that  seemi 
to  be  taking  place  among  all  dasaes  of  dtixens,  Uiat 
the  numbm  will  be  daily  increasing:  and  wbmas 
they  are  not  allowed  the  nrtnleges  of  ftee  ciUBcns 
where  they  are  emancipated,  and  moat  the  States  ; 
and  Territories  have  puaed  laws  to  prevent  this  dsss 
of  human  beings  from  emigrating  to  them ;  and,  from 
their  poor  and  degraded  ntnation  whue  they  at 
present  reside,  tbey  are  suffering  many  privations  for 
the  want  of  room  and  opportunities  for  the  expansioa 
of  genius  and  encoarag«nuit  to  industry :  and  where* 
as  there  are  vast  traets  of  tmanpn^wiated  lands  witfiin 
the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  and  as  we  now 
enjoy  a  time  of  peace  and  prosperi^.openingthewij,  I 
and  inviting  the  Government  to  so  benevolent  a  ptojed, 
we  do  therdbre  (and  we  make  no  doubt  bat  we  substsn- 
tially  speak  the  language  of  thousanda  of  oar  fcUow- 
dtizena)  most  earnestly  petition  your  honorable  body, 
that  you  cause  a  suitable  territory  of  lands  to  be  laid  off 
as  an  asylum  ibr  all  those  negrsea  and  mnlaMoes  whs 
have  been,  and  those  who  may  hereafter  be,  emanc^ated 
within  the  United  States;  and  dwt  sndi  donationa,  at 
loweneea,  encouragement,  and  a ssi stance  be  afforded 
them,  as  may  be  necesssry  for  conveying  them  thithw, 
and  settling  them  therein ;  and  tut  they  be  under 
saeh  regulations  and  goveianwDt,  in  all  Te8pestB,as 
your  wiiidom  shall  dictate. 

The  friendly  attention  of  your  honorable  ,-bpdy  to 
this,  our  humble  address,  will  ever  be  remembered  With 
gratitude  by  your  petitioners. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Society,  in  annual  meetiaf , . 
as  above  written.  > 
DAVm  BARROW,  Mt, 

Attest: 

Mosxs  MuTiir,  See^ry. 

THE  REVENUE. 
The  House  resumed  the  coasideratlon  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  to  wit :  tbe  lifi 
2d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th  rMoJottoas  attached  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mcbb^  of 
the  9th  instant,  upon  tbe  subject  of  Rerenoej  to  / 
which  resolutions  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whol^^ 
hare  reported  their  agreement.   Whereupon  the 
House  concurred  with  the  Committea-of  the 
Whole  in  their  agreement  to  the  said  irst  reso- 
lution, amended  to  read  as  foUowa: 
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1.  Smoleedj  Tbat  H  k  «xpadieat  to  oontinae  in 
imt,  until  the  3Qth  day  of  June  next,  the  set,  entitled 
"An  «ct  for  imponng  aidditional  duties  upon  lU  goodi, 
waret,  and  merchaoidtae*  imported  from  any  fineign 
port  01  place;  and  fiv  other  parpoaca,"  paaaed  on  the 
lit  Joly,  1813. 

The  question  was  iheo  taken  to  concur,  in  like 
manner,  in  the  second  reaolutioD,  which  is  in  tbe 
following  words : 

3.  Retohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  cooiinae  in 
&rce  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  laying  a  duty  on  im- 
ported nit,  granting  a  bonaly  on  pidtled  fish  ejtport- 
•d,  and  allowances  to  certain  vessela  ain^oycd  in  the 
ibheriaa,"  paved  « the  S9th  Jnfy,  1B18. 

And  it  passed  in  the  tffiriiifttiTe--ir«e  90,  ntys 
4^  ta  follows : 

-YsAS — Measrs.  Alexander,  Baker,  Barbour,  Basaett, 
BataouD,  Bayliea,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdaall,  Birdaeye, 
Blonntt  Boaa,  Bndhuiy,  Brooks,  Biyan,  Boniaide, 
CaUwall.  Calhonn,  Cannon,  Chaj^dl,  ChA  <rf  Kan- 
tody,  Clayton,  Comstock,  Condu^  Conner,  Creigh< 
Ian,  Calhbert,  Deeha,  Forsyth,  Ohugaw,  Gold,  Griffin, 
GroiiTanor,  Habn,HanuDoad,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Hawes, 
Baod<rsoo»  Hoidiinson,  Holbart,  Ingham,  Kent,  King 
ofNorth  Carolina,  Law,  LowndeSfLyle,  Haelay,  May- 
rant,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Middleton,  Milnor,  Moaeley,  Newton,  Pickering,  Plea- 
MOts,  Powell,  Reed,  Reyntddi.  Boot,  Roes,  RngglUf 
Seigeant,  Scheock,  Smith  of  PeunqrWania,  SmiUi  of 
Virginia,  Steams,  Storges,  Tallmadge,  TanI,  Taylor 
■f  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  TeUkir, 
Thomas,  Throop,  Townaend,  Tucker,  Ward  of  Mass., 
Ward  of  New  York,  Wendover,  Wheston.  Wilde, 
Wilkin,  Willongfaby,  William  Wilaoo,  Woodward, 
Tinoey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Atherton,  Breekenridge,  Brigham, 
Borwell,  Cady,  Chipman,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Car- 
olina, CloptoD,  Ctilpeper,  Gaaton,  Goldaboroagh,  Hall, 
Herbert,  Hnngerford,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr 
of  Virginia,  King  of  Maaaaehoaetts,  Langdwu,  Lore, 
Lofam  Lami^tin,  I^rni,  Maiah.  If eCo^.  Mills,  Mofit, 
Haora  of  Sondi  CaioItDa,  Nelaon  of  Mass.,  NoIsob  of 
VirgtoU,  Noyas,  Siee,  Roane,  Savaga,  Shcfiey,  Stan- 
ford, Strong,  Staart,  Voae,  Wilooz,  WiOiami^  and 
Wright 

Tbe  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  resolatioas  were 
then  agaia  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  Hoose ; 
which  said  resolatioas  are  as  foHowst 

3.  Raohed,  That  it  is  axpediant  to  keep  in  force 
the  ae^  entitled  *<An  act  laying  duties  on  sugar  refined 
within  the  United  States,"  paiwed  on  the  S4th  July, 
1813. 

4.  Raolvtdt  That  it  is  expedient  to  eontinne  in 
force  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  duties  on  notes 
of  banks,  hankers,  and  certain  companies ;  on  notes, 
bonds,  and  obligationa,  discoanted  by  banks,  bankers, 
and  certain  companies ;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of 
certun  deacriptlMis,"  passed  the  2d  of  Angost,  1818; 
Ud  abo  the  act  sapplementary  thereto,  passed  on  the 
10th  day  of  December,  1814. 

B.  llesoAw^  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal,  from  the 
9d  day  of  Hardi  nex^  «o  modi  of  tbe  act,  entitled 
■■An  act  to  proride  additional  revennes  for  defraying 
fta  expenses  of  Ooverament,  and  maintaining  the  pob* 
Be  credit,  by  datiea  on  aalesat  auction,  and  on  licenaea 
la  retail  wii)ee,spiritDoiM  li^wws,  and  foreign  merchan- 
^  and  far  iaoeaiing  the  ratea  of  pottago,"  paseed 
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on  the  38d  of  Decembeiv  1814,  aa  impoeea  additjenal 
dutiea  on  poatage. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  first,  second,  third, 
foarth,  and  Bftb  resolutions  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Wa^s  and  Means,  with  iaatrttction 
to  report  bills  conformably  thereto. 


Friday,  January  19. 
Mr.  Lowndes,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  coDtinae  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  '''Ad  act  for  imposing  additional 
daties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  mierchandise, 
imported  from  any  port  or  place,  and  for  other 
pnrposes^  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LowMDBs,  from  the  same  committee,  alto 
reported  a  bill  to  coatioae  in  force  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  laying  a  duly  oa  imported  salt,  graating 
a  boonty  oa  pickled  nsh  exported,  aod  allowaaces 
to  certain  ressels  employed  in  th«  fisheries^ 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  tu 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  LowMiiKa,  from  tbe  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  passed 
on  the  23d  of  December,  1814,  as  imposes  addi- 
tional duties  oa  postage;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whohs 
last  appointed. 

Mr.  LowNDBB,  from  tbe  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  eontinne  in  force  certain  acts 
thereio  meotioBed ;  which  was  read  twice,  aad 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  last 
appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bastom,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instraeled  to  inquin  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  the  noa-comminioncd 
officers  and  privates  of  the  militia,  army,  and  tbe 
several  companies  of  rangers  who  serred  during 
tbe  late  war,  interest  on  the  respective  sums  doe 
to  them  from  the  time  they  ought  to  have  been 
paid  until  they  shall  be  actaally  paid. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third 
time  and  passed :  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge 
Nebinger ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  White: 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  G.  Camp }  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Rogers,  junior,  of  Wal- 
erford,  Connecticut;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Anderson ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Redman  Coxe.  The  bills  were  all  seat  to  tbe 
Senate  for  concurrence,  except  that  for  the  rellaf 
of  Joseph  Anderson,  which  had  previously  paned 
that  body. 

COPPER  COINS,  dec 
Mr.  Root,  in  offering  a  motion  on  this  subject, 
said  that  tbe  want  of  a  national  circulating  me- 
dium had  been  a  topic  of  much  complaiot.  This 
subject  bad  been  referred  to  a  committee,  and 
that  committee  bad  reported  a  bill  for  establish- 
ing a  National  Bank  as  the  means  of  producing 
the  desired  uniformity  in  the  national  currency, 
as  regarded  the  circulation  and  exchange  between 
different  sections  of  the  Union.  But  the  evil  of 
tbe  absence  of  small  change,  Mr.  R.  said,  vras  ai 
gcnmlly  felt  by  all  classes  of  the  commttnity, 
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the  dffieolfy'  «f  Temittsnee  of  large  satm.  Pot 
a  premiam  you  can  anywhere  get  from  a  brofeer 
such  large  money  as  will  cirealate ;  fant  mt  so 
with  the  small  change  that  is  in  eircnlatwo, 
whteh,  snch  as  it  is,  will  scarcely  pass  a  stone's 
throw  from  the  place  where  one  receives  it,  and 
will  scarcely  be  accepted  by  the  servants  at  the 
tarerns.  How  was  this  evil  to  be  remedied  7  By 
the  act  establishing  the  Mint,  Congress  had  en* 
meted  that  the  copper  coin  should  be  of  a  weight 
below  what  was  the  real  ralue  of  the  metal  in 
bolts,  bars,  or  sheets..  The  copper  coin  originally 
weqped  weven  pennyweights}  by  a  subsequent 
aet  of  Couress  in  1792,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
ont  ahoDM  weij^  208  grains,  or  8  penayweights, 
16  grains.  Bv  a  aabnqaeni  aet  the  Presuent 
mw  aaihorized  to  redaee  the  wefffht  of  Ae  cent, 
by  proclamation,  whenever  he  should  think  fit, 
two  pennyweights. 

Such  a  proclamation  nercr  had  been  issued, 
Mr.  R.  beliered^and  the  we^ht  of  the  cent  there* 
fore  remained  eight  pennyweight  sixteen  grains. 
A  pound  avoirdupois,  therefore,  contained  thir- 
ty-three cents  and  six  and  a  half  mills;  whilst 
copper  bad  frequently  been  much  higher,  and 
durtnff  the  war  double  as  much  per  pound  ;  the 
price,  nowever,  being  now  reduced,  was  probably 
about  par  with  cents.  Owing  to  the  high  price 
of  copper,  the  coinage  of  copper  coin  at  the  Mint 
had  ceased  for  some  time.  It  now  appeared,  from 
the  report  <tf  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  that  the 
Mint  was  about  to  recommence  the  coinage  of 
cc^pcT,  of  which  it  was  estimated  they  could 
torn  out  about  fifty  tons  in  the  course  of  a  year. 
The  coins,  Mr.  R.  nid,  would,  according  to  law, 
be  distribnted  among  the  respective  States,  ac- 
cording to  iheir  ^Kipulation ;  they  would  be  dis- 
tf  ilMitM  in  qsantities,  in  casin,  and  there  retained 
for  sale  as  an  article  of  merchandise,  until  the 
price  cf  copper  shoold  be  so  much  higher  than 
Uie  veloe  of  the  cents  as  shall  afford  a  sufficient 
profit  on  the  sale  of  them,  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing melted  up  for  sheets,  bolts,  or  stills,  d:c.  Mr. 
R..  said  he  presumed  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
was  mtstann  in  supposing  die  cents  already 
coined  remained  in  the  United  States,  unless  in 
the  form  of  bolts,  Ac.  The  copper  coin  of  the 
United  States  had  never  beeb  made  a  legal  ten- 
der, beeaase  being  worth  more  generally  than  the 
■tfrninal  talnc,  people  were  glad  eneugh  to  uke 
them.  TtMre  nerer  had  b«n  any  pttnisfament 
eueced  for  eonnteifeiting  it,  beeavae,  for  the 
same  reason,  there  was  no  motive  for  the  ofience. 
If  the  weight  should  be  diminished,  however, 
both  these  measures  might  become  necessary. 
He  therefore  moved, 

"  That  the  weight  of  the  cojpper  eoia  ought  to  be 
reduced  to  Star  pennywn^  Uu  eat 

"That  the  onmer  ooin  of  the  United  Statw ought 
to  ba  made  a  Is^  tender  to  the  amount  of  mm  dollar. 

"Hut  pwfislan  onghttobe  made  bylawfbr  the 
puniduMtt  of  coonleiftil^  the  oopper  eoln  of  the 
V^m  8ta*ea." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhook,  these  propositions 
Were  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
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8TANDIK6  XULBfi  AIVD  OimAltS. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Roles  and  Orders  of  the  House.  AAer 
several  amendments  to  the  rules  had  been  nro- 
posed  and  agreed  to,  Mr.  Stanfobd  movea  to 
expunge  from  them  that  which  related  to  the 
previous  question."  He  said  he  owed  it  to  him* 
self  and  to  the  oath,  which,  as  a  member  of  that 
House,  be  had  taken,  to  get  rid,  if  poBaible,  of  a 
rule  under  which  the  most  tymnniesi  eofltrol 
mi^t  be  ekereised  over  the  House,  aad  thede< 
bates  of  that  assembly  be  dein-ived  of  their  free- 
dom, and  by  which  the  majority  might  exercise 
the  most  comi^ete  despotism,  Mtatting  out  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  from  the  free  Cea," 
atituttoaal  privilege  of  expreseing  Uieir  opinfcHU 
and  maintatein^  the  rigfau  of  their  edbstHnents. 
He  expressed  his  regret  that  sueh  an  abominiMe 
badge  of  slavery  should  have  fetnd  its  way  into 
the  regulations  of  any  free  delibentire  nasemblyi 
gave  a  succinct  histOiy  of  its  rise  and  }»ogn» 
in  that  House,  and  portrayed  the  pernieiotts  ef- 
fects of  it,  as  shutting  up,  at  the  will  and  plea- 
sure of  the  majority,  the  current  of  deliberation, 
and  enablins^  toem  to  get  rid,  when  they  pleased, 
of  a  discussion  that  was  disagreeable  to  them, 
and  of  a  decision  that  might  be  deemed  hostile 
to  their  party  or  their  purposes.  The  last  mis- 
chievous construction  of  the  rule — the  last  twist 
of  the  screw,  he  obsn-ved,  was  fastened  upon 
them  in  a  moment  of  excitement,  partly  in  re- 
sentment at  a  resistance  made  to  their  measures, 
and  perhaps  partly  for  the  desoateh  of  bttuntis 
duriog  the  war.  But  now  wnen,  not  only  the 
war  had  ceased,  but  much  of  the  asperities  which 
existed  at  that  time  had  vanished — when  we 
were  "  all  Federalist^  all  Republicans"— and 
there  could  ae  longer  be  a  pretext  for  exercising 
it — when,  in  short,  it  oould  no  longer  be  pretend- 
ed to  be  wanting — he  hoped  it  would  be  «k- 
punged,  or  suspmded,  and  that  as  the  House  had 
got  rid  of  the  exititemettt,  they  would  also  get 
rid  of  the  rule.  If  the  minority  had  no  rightin 
debate,  but  what  they  were  to  owe  to  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  majority,  it  was  no  longer  a  free  de- 
liberative assembly  ;  nor  could  the  country  for 
which  they  were  assembled  to  legislate  be  free. 
The  ri^t  to  deliver  their  sentiments  in  Con- 
gress ibey  possessed  ftom  the  peopl^  n^d  no 
majority  in  that  HoDse  had  a  n^hi  to  uke  it 
from  tliem.  He  had  seen  the  time  when  it 
Would  be  resisted  in  that  House,  and  he  hoped 
he  should  see  the  time  come  again  when  sueh 
tyrannical  rules  would  be  disabled  of  their  force, 
and  chased  out  of  the  rules  of  Congren;  the 
majority  had  no  rigiiti  to  glvc^  nnd  they  eould 
have  none  that  be  would  receive  at  their  hands. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  be  seconded  Mr.  Stait- 
fosd's  motion  with  pleasure.  He  never  rose 
irith  mere  satisAtcttua,  and  he  hoped  the  rule 
would  be  ihodifted  so  as  to  retostnte  it,  as  it  was 
in  the  Admintetration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  dar- 
ing w4iieh  period  it  WSs  the  same  that  it  httd 
been  in  the  time  of  his  ptedecesser.  Mr.  R.  de- 
clared that  he  had  listened  to  Mr.  6TAMF0Bi> 
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with  dclifiit;  his  aentuDentg  vere  of  ihe  good 
old  tioies;  they  were  worthy  of  the  school  in 
which  he  had  been  bred. 

Mr.  R.  then  entered  into  a  history  of  the  rule 
so  obnoxioas  to  efery  lover  of  freedom— a  his- 
tory in  itself  very  carious  and  interesting,  and 
rendered  maeb  more  so  by  the  felicttMU  manDer 
in  which  he  exhibited  it.   He  brought  the  geae- 
aJogy  of  the  pfevioas  (iMstion  down  from  a  verjr 
remote  period,  and  that,  too,  one  of  the  worst  of 
tiu  British  history }  btit  he  showed  that  though 
Ivearia^  the  same  mdm  the  imeat  one  diilersd 
from  Its  ancestors,  and  diffavd  rery  mneh  for 
tlie  worse.  If  it  was  to  stain  the  roles  and 
orders  it  oaght  to  have  a  new  nime,  and  be 
called  the^of  law.   What  the  Federalists  called 
"  the  sedition  lav,"  he  said  his  patty  called  the 
gag  Una,  and  so  ought  this  to  be  called.  Not  but 
that  he  owned  the  sedition  law  itself  was.  good 
io  many  respects,  the  objeetioa  to  it  was  that  it 
assumed  the  ezo'cise  of  a  power  which  did  not 
belong  to  CoBf  ress  over  the  in;ess,  and  insidious- 
ly usarped  a  jurisdiction  denied  by  the  Consti- 
tution j  yet  in  comparison  with  the  previous 
question,  he  said  the  sedition  law  was  as  white 
18  wool— was  indeed  innocence  itself. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  carry  on  his  history 
of  the  rule  from  its  first  entrance  ioto  the  basi- 
ness  of  that  Hooae  until  it  had  vrit ed,  upon  a 
late  occasioxL,  to  the  highest  di^t  of  nialigaity 
and  oppressiveness  in  its  exercise ;  the  most  out- 
rsgeoos  despotism  over  the  counsels  of  the  reprc- 
seot&Uve  body.  He  could  not  depict  it,  he  said, 
in  stronger  colors  than  by  giving  a  simple  state- 
VfiKUt  of  the  fact,  that  the  previoas  question  was 
called  while  a  member  was  addressiikg  tbe  Chair. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  a  uwmber  of  that  House  who 
was  80  deprived  of  the  freedom  of  speech  that 
h«  could  not  at  any  time  ataad  up  and  defend 
the  invaded  rights  of  his  eoostitueats  wasa  nu^ 
Aincse— the  slightest  abow  of  liberty  seldom  failed 
to  end  in  slavery — and  the  liberty  which  tbc  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Stales  did  enjoy  would  be  lost 
by  this  abuse.  Yet,  however^  the  nation's  liberty 
was  not  entirely  loit-?it  was  "not  less  than 
Archangel  ruined"— it  was  yet  opea  to  the 
House  to  preserve  it.  He  the*  drew  a  picture 
of  the  raisuiiels  atteodiag  the..applMaiiea  of  the 
previous  qaestlpa  in  the  haofk  of  corrupt  mea, 
and  said  that,  instnd  of  baiog  wbM  ewry  rnle 
of  that  House  Di|gh(  to  be— an  iwtsaDiaatfM 
the  advancameat  and  proteotioa- of  the  freedom 
of  debate— it  was  iwrvened  iato  an  eegiM  to 
intereept.  fair  ditoasNoa,  aad  preyent  the  seasa  of 
the  House  from  being  iahe».  If  ao  ameadmaat 
which  startled  the  luders  of  the  majority  were 
moved,  instead  of  roeeiiDg  it  with  reason,  and 
letting  it  go  for  the  sense  of  the  House,  one  of 
the  party  had  but  to  move  the  previous  qitestiou, 
and  the  amendment  instantly  disaweared,  as  if 
it  had  sunk  through  a  trajnioor  «r  fallen  through 
a  broken  place  in  a  bridge,  and  not  a  vestige  ms 
ever  more  beard  of  tt-p-np,  not  so  much  as  would 
serve  to  justify  the  member  that  oSered  it  to  his 
constituents,  or  to  inform  them  what  he  bad  beta 
enlfavoriog  in  vain  to  do  for  iMr  iotMeala.  Fmi 


example :  if  a  member  moved  to  propose  twenty 
cents  a  bushel  tax  opon  salt,  and  be  (Mr.  R.) 
taking  into  consideration  that  it  wontd  come  too 
heavy  on. his  coostituents  to  tax  so  highly  one  of 
the  most  essential  articles  of  life— one  of  the 
sacred  emblems  of  hospitality— should  propose 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  substituting  ten  for 
twenty,  the  majority  not  findii»  it  convenient  to 
argne  the  case,  or  being  luable  to  reason,  and 
therefore  like  Falstad^  "  if  reasons  were  as  plenty 
as  blackberries,"  resolnte  not  to  give  a  reason  on 
compulsion,  should  call  tot  thtpreVieosqaestion. 
the  amendment  would  disappear }  the  unsa^aet^ 
iog,  confiding  people  wonld  be  deeeived,  and 
would  never  heat  that  the  amendment  was  moved, 
or  that  the  Represei^tative  to  whom  they  had 
confided  their  interesu  had  done  his  doty ;  bst 
on  the  contrarjr  would  conelode  that  ha  had 
voted  for  impming  on  them  tliat  opptcssiTe  tax. 

Thus,  he  said,  amendments  fell  dead  in  that 
House,  and  with  them  the  right  of  free  disens- 
sion.  There  were  other  members  of  those  rules, 
he  said,  which  mi^t  well  content  those  gentle- 
men.  whatever  iheir  appetite  might  be  for  despe- 
tism.  Some  that  mignt  satisfy  thegrandinquis- 
itor  himself.  The  motion  to  reconsider  was  one 
of  those— that  simple  rule  might  saiisftr  the 
most  lynx-eyed  duenna,  anxious  to  restiain  the 
wanton  exeortions  of  debate.  There  was  «io- 
thtf,  too,  always  at  haad,  whieh  wu  still  sne- 
rior'  to  the  previoas  oaastion— (Ae  eaJl  to  anurt 
On  this  subject  Mr.  R.  was  very  pointed  and 

eiwerful.  He  showed  from  the  rules  of  the 
ritish  House  of  Commons,  laid  down  by  Mr. 
HatseU,  that  no  instance  ever  was  known  io 
that  body  of  a  member's  being  prevented  from 
disoussing  any  proposition,  either  immediately, 
mbjudice,oj  that  he  wished  to  bring  before 
them  J  and  that  the  only  interruption  tolowaUe 
in  it,  was  confined  to  eases  where  aoything 
touching  the  royal  authority  was  iatfodeecd, 
which  by  the  eonstiuiion  were  forbidden  to  be 
discussed  in  it.  Not  only  Mr.  Hatsetl,  but  Itfr. 
Onslow,  who  so  long  prestded  in  thai  body  , never 
saw  a  member  of  the  minority  or  oppositien 
bench  refused  a  haaiiec— they  would  as  seom 
think  of  stopping  the  rdlM  tighminy  of  henna, 
as  of  stopping  tie  elder  PiiL  No}  m  the  Biiu 
ish  Hoese  «  Commons  debate  was  fret. 

After  expatiating  on  better  parts  of  the  ab- 
ject, as  well  as  on  secetsl  topics  ineideosal  and 
auxiliary  to  the  train  of  his  reasoning,  Mr.  R. 
dwiared  it  to  be  his  conviction  that  ifthis  rale 
eontiwied  on  the  books,  it  vnonkl  sooner  or  later 
be  resisted  if  put  in  pmetioe ;  but  whether  rfr> 
sisted  or  not,  it  ought  to  be  resisted,  and  at  every 
or  any  hsxard.  He  had  ever  been  a  Whig— a 
warm  and  sincere  friend  to  the  Revolution— but 
when  he  compared  the  tax  upon  tea,  with  this 
pernicious  rule  ^  the  previous  question,"  he  doubt- 
ed which  struck  most  deeply  at  the  personal 
rights  of  the  people  of  America,  or  at  the  inda- 
pendenee  of  the  country. 

Mr.  C1.AT  rose  in  rei^y  to  Mrv  RandolpHj  aad 
endeavored  to  justify  the  previous  gueitiim 
jtgtij  on  the  groiuds  of  the  Ooaatitotioiil  right 
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of  the  HotMe  to  maka  it-~tbe  mMjority  h»d  the 
power  to  make  it,  and  therefore  were  right  io 
mikiog  it;  partly  on  the  expediency — it  was 
ceTtaiDljr  expedient  for  the  same  reaaoo ;  besides 
which,  he  thonght  the  poblie  iataresi  required  it. 
He  Mid  Mr.  Rahdolpb's  hiatorj  of  the  order 
had  itself  shown  that  the  pceriuas  qoestioa  was 
not  raaorted  to  nntil  the  abuse  of  debate  rendered 
il  expedient,  and  in  illustratine  this  he  reminded 
the  Honse  of  the  rety  remariable  eircamstance 
of  a  carlatn  gentiemao  hariag,  for  the  purpose 
of  delajr,  spoketa  four  and  iweoiy  hoars  withoat 
stopping.  He  said  that  the  House  must  adapt 
their  ruiee  to  ezperieaee,  uotil  the  objects  of  its 
instituiioo  were  falfilled.' 

He  did  not  think  it  necessa/y  to  go  to  Great  Brit* 
ain  for  precedents }  but  if  they  did,  he  could  show 
the  superior  freedom  of  our  House,  taking  all  the 
rules  of  the  British  House  of  Commons  to^retber. 
They  had  there,  he  said,  a  prerious  question  for 
stopping  memlwrs,  peculiar  to  tbemaelves— that 
was,  makiDg  a  noise  to  drown  the  Toice  of  the 
person  who  endeaToted  to  speak.  Another  was, 
that  there  was  no  protracting  a  debate  beyond 
the  rising  of  the  House.  Here,  said  Mr.  hare 
we  not  had  a  question  debating  for  six. or  seren 
weeks  t  Mr.  G.  then  adTertra  to  the  personal 
inreetives  in  the  British  Parliament,  contrary  to 
all  example  in  the  American  House  of  Repre- 
seitatires.  He  had  himself^  in  the  short  time  he 
wa«  in  London,  heard  a  British  Minister,  high  in 
oflfee,  charge  a  member  with  wishing  to  produce 
a  reroluiion  in  the  country  ;  and  ne  had  beard 
that  member  retort  upon  the  Minister  the  charge 
of  bribery  and  corruption,  and  tell  him  that  he 
onght  to  lose  bis  bead. 

What  wonld  be  the  situation  of  the  House, 
Mr.  C.  asked,  without  such  a  rule  as  the  preri- 
ous question ;  and  what  was  it  more  than  a 
declaration  of  the  House  that  they  had  heard 
enongb,  and  woald  proceed  to  decide :  and  that 
the  majority  were  not  to  be  eontrdfed  by  the 
minority  1 

Mr.  GAeTOH  rose  and  spoke  as  follows  t 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  proposition  which  lias  been 
made  by  my  worthy  friend  and  colleague  (Mr. 
Stahpobo)  to  expunge  from  the  rales  of  this 
House  what  is  there  called  ^  the  prerioos  qaes- 
tion,"  brings  distinctly  forward  for  consideration 
a  subject  which  has  the  most  imperioas  claims 
on  the  attention  ofereryindiridualof  this  honor- 
able body.  It  ritally  concerns  the  rights  of  the 
meAibers  of  this  House,  and  the  essential  inter- 
esu  of  the  people  whom  they  represent.  From 
the  moment,  sir,  I  hare  been  able  to  comprehend 
what,  from  that  chair  and  on  this  floor,  has 
been  exponnded  to  be  "  the  prerious  question,"  I 
bare  heliered  il  hostile  to  erery  priaci|rie  of  oor 
Gorernment,  inconsistent  with  all  notions  of  cor* 
rcct  legislation,  and  withoat  a  precedent  in  tbe 
annals  of  any  free  deliberatire  assembly.  At 
different  periods  of  tbe  last  Congress  1  had 
tbought  of  attempting  to  procure  some  amend- 
ment of  this  arbitrary  rnle,  but  I  was  jwerented 
from  prosecuting  my  purpose  by  a  conriction  that 
the  party  feelings  which  had  grown  oat  of  the 
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war,  and  which  had  then  reached  their  highest 
state  of  excitement,  forbade  all  hope  of  that  de- 
liberaie  consideration  which  was  indispensable 
to  a  correct  decision.  The  present  Congress,  I 
hare  flattered  myself,  afibrded  ft  fit  opportantty 
for  «  rerisioD  of  this  rnle.  With  the  retera  «r 
peace  to  oar  land  bad  returned  also  a  spirit 
mutual  forbearance  between  tbe  politieal  parties 
of  the  House.  Now,  it  might  be  practicable  to 
discuss  and  decide  a  great  question  upon  its  in- 
trinsic merits,  and  not  simply  with  a  view  to  its 
influence  on  the  interests  or  purposes  of  faction. 
Indulging  this  hope,  it  was  my  fixed  determina- 
tion not  to  permit  the  present  sessions  to  pass 
away  withoat  an  efibrt  to  rescue  my  own  rights, 
and  the  rights  of  those  whom  I  represent,  from 
the  further  oppression  of  this  instrament  of  if- 
raonr.  I  hare  been  anticipated  by  my  colleagne, 
and  I  rejoice  that  I  bare  been  thus  anticipated. 
From  none  could  the  call  upon  this  honorable 
Honse  to  emancipate  itself  from  tbe  thraldom  of 
"  the  previous  question,"  proceed  with  more  au- 
thority and  proprietor  than  from  its  oldest  snr- 
ririog  soot  from  him  who  has  witnessed  the 
l^wta  of  this  rale  from  its  first  inimaion  here  to 
Its  present  all-control  ling  domination.  And,  ur, 
I  rejoice  equally  at  tbe  opposition  which  the  mo- 
tion of  my  eolleaffue  has  encountered.  If  this 
hideous  rule  coum  hare  been  rindlcated,  we 
should  bare  reeeired  that  rindieation  from  the 
s«ntleman  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr. 
Clat.)  If  his  ingenuity  and  zeal  combined 
could  lorm  for  the  prerioas  question  no  other  de- 
fence than  that  which  we  bare  heard,  the  pre- 
rious question  cannot  be  defended.  If  beneath 
bis  shield  it  finds  so  slight  a  shelter,  it  must  fall 
a  rictim  (o  the  just,  though  long  delayed,  ren- 

Sance  of  awakened  and  indignant  freedom.  If 
ector  eannot  protect  his  Troy,  the  doom  of 
Troy  is  fixed  by  fate. 

It  is  indisiteaaablei  before  we  proceed  further 
in  tbe  consideration  of  this  8nbject,'that  we 
should  perfectly  nnderktand  what  is  our  prerious 
question.  Gentlemen  may  incaationsly  suppose 
that  it  is  the  same  with  what  has  been  called  the 
prerioas  qaeetion  elsewhere.  This  would  be  a 
most  fatal  mistake.  Our  prerious  question  is 
altogether  "  tui  gmeris,"  the  only  one  of  Its  kind ; 
end  to  know  it,  we  must  consider  not  merely 
what  is  written  of  It  in  our  code,  bat  what  it  has 
been  rendered  by  exposition  and  construction. 

Our  previous  question  "can  only  be  admitted 
when  demanded  by  a  majority  of  tbe  members 
present."  It  fs  a  question  whethn  the  question 
under  debate  shall  now  be  pot" — on  the  prerious 
quesuon  **  there  shall  be  no  debate."  "  cfotil  it  is 
decided,  it  shall  preclude  all  amendment  and  de- 
bate of  the  main  question.''  If  it  be  decided  neg- 
atirely,  ris:  that  the  main  question  shall  not 
now  be  pat,  the  main  qaestion  is  of  coarse  super- 
seded ;  bat  if  it  be  decided  aflirmatirely  that  tbe 
main  question  shall  now  be  put,  tbe  main  qoes* 
tion  is  to  be  put  instantaneously,  and  no  memhn 
can  be  allowed  to  amend  or  discuss  it.  The  pre- 
rious qoestion  is  entitled  to  precedence  over 
motiou  to  nmend,  commit,  or  postpone  the 
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UMiin  qoestioD,  MkA  tbervTore  when  admitted  pats 
thee*  entirely  aside.  This,  according  to  the  latest 
improremeDt,  is  bow  oar  rule  of  the  prerioos 
qaesiioD ;  and  certaioljr  id  jout  Patent  Office 
tnere  is  no  model  of  ■  maehine  better  fitted  for 
iu  purposes  than  this  intromeDt  for  the  ends  of 
Mnnny.  It  is  a  powcrTesied  in  the  majority  to 
fbr)rid,«l  their  sovereign  will  and  pleasure,  every 
mamoer,  not  of  that  majority,  from  making 
iraown  either  his  own  sentiments  or  the  wishes 
or  eoBplaiots  of  bis  constituents^  in  relaiioo  to 
avy  saojcQl  ODdcr  eonsideration,  or  from  attempt- 
ing to  amend  what  is  propmed  as  a  law  for  tbe 
goTemment  of  tbe  whole  nation. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  civil  liberty, 
tbai  no  citizen  shatl  be  affected  in  his  rights 
without  an  opportoaitjr  of  being  heard  in  support 
of  tbem.  Our  CoBsiitutton  provides  "that  no 
citisen  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  prop- 
erty, without  doe  process  of  law."  Every  free- 
man is  recognised  or  oar  Constitution  as  possess- 
iikg  alBD  the  rishi^  either  hy  himself  or  peaceably 
■aaemUed  with  others,  to  petition  the  Govern- 
meat  fw  ■  redress  of  grievances.  The  peculiar 
dolies  of  the  Repmentatives  of  freemen  delega- 
ted with  authority  to  bind  (heir  eoostitaenls  by 
law,  constitute  these  Representatives  the  agents 
of  the  people,  to  make  known  their  grievances, 
thtir  wants,  and  their  wishes;  that  thus,  by  mu- 
tual and  free  iotereommoaication.  roles  of  action 
nay  be  framed  fitted  "to  promote  the  ^neral 
welfare."  To  refuse  to  receive  the  petition  of 
the  poorest  and  meanest  member  of  society,  alleg- 
ing n  grievance,  and  applying  to  the  competent 
authority  for  redress,  is  an  act  of  tyranny  pro- 
hibited by  tbe  Constitution.  To  impair,  by  a 
judicial  seateuee,  any  one  of  hia  rights,  or  re- 
strain him  in  tbe  exercise  of  bis  freedom — to 
touch  eiiber  his  pnne  or  his  person,  tratil  after 
rcgolar  process  to  apprize  him  of  the  charge 
hraogfat  against  him,  and  a  full  hearing  of  any 
domee  br  may  urge  by  himself  or  bis  counsel, 
is  eonfeasodly  iniquitous  and  uneonstitational. 
Yet  by  this  detested  rule,  he,  his  neighbors,  the 
whole  community,  may  be  mulcted  with  taxes  to 
an  indefinite  amount,  and  snljeeted  to  obligatory 
rules  of  action,  involving  consequences  fatal  to 
liberty,  property,  and  liK,  and  their  recognised 
agents,  th«r  Constitutional  counsel,  their  Rep- 
resentatives, not  suffered  to  allege  a  grievance  or 
offer  a  defence  1  No  individual  can  be  condemned 
unheard— no  individual  can  be  refused  a  hearing 
of  his  peiicion.  But  tBousands  petitioning  through 
tboir  Representatives  may  be  commanded  into 
silence^  and  a  whole  country  sentenced  without 
a  trial.  The  people  are  to  be  allowed  Represen- 
tatives in  the  great  national  council,  who  are  for- 
bidden to  make  known  their  wants— they  are 
indulged  with  agents  who  are  refused  a  hearing! 

Sir,  such  absurdities  will  not  bear  examination. 
They  cannot  be  tolerated  by  thinking  and  dispas- 
alM»te  men.  It  is  vatn  to  allege,  in  the  langaage 
of  the  Spraker,  that  as  the  House  is  permitted  by 
the  Constitution  "to  determine  tbe  rules  of  its 
proceeding,**  it  has  a  perfect  right  to  forbid  dis- 
"  epaaiun,  when,  and  as  it  pleaaes.  It  cannot 
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(righifnlly  cannot)  so  regulate  its  proceedings  as 
to  annihilate  the  Constitutional  franchise,  either 
of  a  member  or  his  constituents.  They  have  a 
right  to  be  beard  before  their  money  is  voted,  or 
their  liberty  restrained,  and  he  is  their  delegated 
agent.  The  Ivhole  Congress  eannot,  by  law,  de- 
prive tbem  of  their  Conatitntional  franebia^  to 
petition  for  redress  of  grievances ;  and  this  Honae 
IS  not  competent  to  close  tbe  mouth  through 
which  the  petitioners  speak.  Under  the  pretence 
of  determining  the  roles  of  its  proceedings,  the 
House  has  do  more  authority  to  deny  to  any  por- 
tion of  tbe  people  tbe  fair  agency  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives, than  a  court  of  justice  under  a  ^ea  of 
preserviag  decorum,  to  forbid  a  criminal  the  as- 
Kistanee  of  counsel.  The  power  in  either  case  is 
given  for  the  preservation  and  more  effectual 
enjoyment  of  the  righis  of  which  it  is  the  gtMr- 
dian.  It  may  regolate,  but  it  cannot  destroy 
them.  It  may  prevent  their  abuse,  but  it  cannot 
forbid  their  exercise.  The  court  is  not  obliged 
to  hear  counael  as  often  a«  they  may  wish  to 
speak,  nor  to  tolerate  impertinence  or  eoDtempt. 
The  House  may  uot  allow  debate  od  a  motioD  for 
adjournment,  or  a  ^uesiioD  whether  language  be 
indecorous,  but  if  either  forbid  the  duly  constitu- 
ted agent  from  performing  his  regular  and  proper 
functions,  it  is  then  nsnrpaiion.  not  right ;  it  ta 
abuse  of  power,  not  regulation.  The  privilege  of 
the  Representative  to  declare  the  will,  to  ez^ain 
the  views,  to  make  known  the  grievances,  and  to 
advance  the  interests  of  his  constituents,  was  so 
precious,  in  the  esiimation  of  the  authors  of  our 
Constitution,  that  they  have  secured  to  him  an 
irresponsibility  elsewhere,  for  whatever  may  be 
uttered  by  him  in  this  House ;  "for  any  speech  or 
debate  in  either  House,  they  (the  Senators  and 
Representatives)  shall  not  be  question^  in  any 
other  place."  The  liberty  of  speech  is  fenced 
round  with  a  bolmuk,  which  renders  it  secure 
from  external  injory— here  is  its  eiudelr-its  im- 
pregnable fortress.  Tet  ber^  even  here,  It  is  to 
be  strangled  by  tbe  bowstring  of  the  previona 
question.  In  vain  may  its  enemies  asshit  it  from 
without ;  but  within,  the  mutes  of  despotism  can 
murder  it  with  impunity ! 

The  existence  of  this  arbitrary  rule  is  incom- 
patible with  the  independence  which  belongs  to 
the  character  of  a  Representative.  Called  by 
the  voice  of  a  great  and  free  people  to  the  high 
(and  I  bad  almost  said  sacred)  office  of  making 
laws  for  (heir  government,  we  should  all  of  us 
feel  that  our  functions  and  the  privileges  essential 
to  their  discharge,  are  delegations  of  sovereignty, 
not  the  revocabTe  precarious  grants  of  a  courteous 
majority  of  our  own  body;  l^islatiog  for  freemen 
we  should  ourselves  be  free.  But  what  preten- 
siooscan  he  advance  to  freedom,  who  isindehied 
for  the  ezereise  of  his  supposed  r^hts  to  the 
grace  and  ihror  of  hia  associates?  Our  Boglidi 
ancestors  eooaidercd  those  tenures  free  woieb 
were  indepettdenl  of  anothei^  wiU.  To  hold  by 
the  will  oranother  was  the  tenure  of  a  "  villain*^ 
a  slave.  And  has  tbe  Constitutional  right  of  a 
Represautive  of  the  peopl^  in  the  freeet  of  all 
free  eountrie^  baeonw  nuihing  more  than  a  ipa- 
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eiet  of  ptiTiln[ed  Tillaoage— of  s^dcDdMl  servi- 
lade  ?  Infteaa  of  tbe  legUlatar  beiog  indcpeBdeol 
ofatl,  bat  God  and  hiscouatrjr,  io  ihocxcniseof 
bis  funetioDS,  is  be  (o  receive  aa  a.  iavor  ibe  per- 
miuion  of  bia  fellowi  to  take  a  part  id  legula- 
tioii  ?  The  degradatioa  is  not  the  less,  beoaase 
those  on  whom  he  depends  are  eqoalljr  degraded 
with  himself.  Each  may  be  regarded  as  a  slare, 
in  an  aasociation  of  slaves,  of  which  the  majoritf 
are  ifranis.  Can  it  be,  that  to  saeb  a  body,  and 
so  ccwaposed,  the  peopie  of  the  United  States 
designed,  by  their  great  Constitutiooal  charter, 
to  eoafide  the  mighty  trast'*  of  securing  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  to  themselves  and  their  posterity?" 
Can  it  be  thai  they  sboold  select  as  guardiaos  of 
their  rights  those  who  shoald  have  no  right  to 
assert  tbeoi  ?  That  never  can  be  called  a  right 
which  owes  its  existence  to  favor. 

This  rale  of  the  previoos  qaestioa,  iosiead  of 
being  sanctioned  by  the  Coastitational  authority 
whidk  the  House  possesses  of  making  rules  to 
govern  its  proecediags,  ia  at  Tarianee  with  the 
Tory  object,  for  iht  attainment  of  which  this 
power  was  ddegattd.  The  great  pwpose  of 
rales  in  every  oommmity  is  to  protect  the  weak 
agaiast  the  lyraony  of  the  strong.  The  end  of 
ngtilations  in  a  society  where  a.  majority  gov- 
erns, is  to  limit  the  power  of  the  majority,  and 
to  secure  the  few  from  the  oppressioo?  of  the 
raaoy.  The  eelebraicd  Arthur  Onslow  (who 
held  the  office  of  Speaker  of  the  Bnglish  Ziouse 
of  Commons  for  more  than  three  and  thirty  years, 
and  discharged  its  duties  with  an  ability  and  im- 
pftrtiality  which  lutve  never  been  surpassed)  used 
M  renarkt  that  nothing  tended  more  to  throw 
'  power  into  the  hands  of  Administration,  and 

*  of  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Commooa,  than  a 
'  ocgleci  oL  or  departure  from,  its  rales ;  that  the 

*  forms  of  ^oeeeding.  as  institated  by  their  aaeea- 
'  t«e^  ofteiaicd  aa  a  eneek  and  cmIim  on  the  ao- 
'  tioas  of  ministers,  and  were  a  shelter  and  pro- 
'  teetion  to  a  minority  a^inst  the  atterapu  of 

*  thost  in  power."  AodUieaccarateandiudictoas 
Hatsdl,  wh«  haa  recorded  this  memorahie  obser> 
vatioB,  very  prop»ly  remarks  that  it  ia  founded 
in  good  sense,  for  that  "it  is  always  in  the  powwr 

*  of  the  najoriiy,  by  their  numbers,  to  stop  any 
'  irapeoper  measures  proposed  oa  the  part  <m  their 

*  opponents;"  but  'the  only  weapons  by  which 
'  the  minority  can  defend  tbemselTes against  sim- 
'  ilar  aiteatpts  from  those  in  power  are  the  rules 
'  of  proceeding,  by  a  strict  adherence  to  which 
'  the  weaker  party  can  only  be  protected  from 
'Ihoae  irxegnlaritiea  and  abuses  which  these 
'  fimns  were  intended  to  check,  and  which  the 

*  wuumnea  of  power  is  bat  too  often  apt  to 
iOggeei  to  huge  and  sncocsslnl  m^orilies." 

Now,  sir,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  the  ordinary 
and  correct  coarse  of  legishition  is,  to  afford  a 
Jhir  oppwtnnitr  for  a  free  interchange  of  opin- 
K«8.  ''Dieud^ibmmdmmadmmele^tlait^ 
radhim^  is  the  old  ouucim,  wliich,  inHakewell's 
(|uaint  but  expressive  langnagc^  is  thus  para- 
phrased :  That  which  is  to  bear  the  sUmp  df  a 
I  jaw  most  be  a  long  time  monldingj  there  most 

he  previous  debates,  bandinge  of  a^wneni^  and 


'  elashings  of  opinions,  pro  and  con,  go  befbae; 
<  for  as  we  find  that  fire  issueth  forth  from  the 

*  eooeiission  of  flint  and  iron,  so  truth  ooaes 
'  forth  out  of  th«  eventillationa  and  elashii^  of 

*  senral  opinions."  It  cannot  be  dmiod,  loo, 
that  it  is  in  the  r^lar  order  of  all  doUheiaiiona 
to  weigh  and  dispose  of  amadmenu  before  a 
final  decision  on  the  .main  subject.  Vet  the  ex- 
press end  and  aim  of  oar  previous  f  oestioo  rale 
IS,  to  prevent  an  iaterchango  of  opmioBS  and  to 
forbid  amendments.  Its  purpose  is  to  roverse 
everything  like  correct  legislation,  and  to  caahle 
a  "Miecessful  mf^ority"  in  the  ''waAtonnesi  ef 
power,"  unchecked  "  by  forms  of  prooeediog," 
unopposed  by  "  tbe  legitimate  weajmns  of  de- 
fence," to  deprive  the  minority  of  every  ri^l, 
and  to  make  its  capricious  will  stand  for  reasoa, 
its  passion  for  law.  Surely  strange  DOtions  have 
been  broached  at  this  inventive  spot  It  is  right 
to  subject  the  mi^rity  to  the  restraint  of  paiiia- 
meatary  rulest  except  whaa  it  chooaes  to  be  free 
from  them  I  The  m^ority  shall  not  be  parraiir 
ted  to  o^iress  the  minority,  anleas  it  have  the 
inclination  1  Thus,  also,  a  nationnl  bank  ia  ti»> 
constitutional  in  good  tioies,  and  onths  are  rwis- 
tered  in  Heaven,  but  if  the  Qovecnment  needs  n 
bank,  and  tbe  times  prompt  lo  a  usurpation  of 
power,  then  the  Coustiiution  acoommodaiiea  it- 
self to  the  exigeocjr,  and  oaths  are  no  leaf 
troublesome.  Constitutions  and  rules  of  pro- 
ceeding arc  binding  so  long  aa  thera  is  no  Um^ 
taiioQ  to  transgress  them. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  there  is  no  precedent  to  be 
found  io  tbe  annals  of  any  free  deliberative  body 
for  such  a  rule  as  our  "  previous  question,"  awl 
although  I  feel  almost  as  great  a  repugnance  to 
pledges  as  has  been  expressed  by  my  eloquent 
friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ramdolpb,)  yet  1 
pledge  myself  to  maintain  this  positioa.  In  the 
fingTish  UoQse  of  Commons  the  jweTioiis  quca* 
tioa  has  been  known  as  a  form  of  proeeadin|[  for 
more  than  two  ceotuties,  but  it  diffeM  ndieally 
and  essentially  from  oar  delated  rale,  which 
bears  the  same  name.  In  Ba^and  it  dm  nnror 
be  used  so  a»  w  daprive  any  momtnr  Qf  hia  rjghi 
to  discuss  or  to  amend  the  question  oadee  debate. 
Ours  is  used  avowedly  for  these  puipoaes. 

The  origin  of  the  previoas  qnestion  ia  the 
Snglisb  House  of  Commons  is  hfddoa  in  ohecu- 
rity.  In  Grey's  Parliamentary  Debates  it  is  re- 
marked by  Sir  Thomas  Littleton,  that  Sir  Hoa^ 
Vane  was  the  first  that  ever  proposed  pattiag  a 
question  "  whether  tbe  qutetioo  should  fa«  new 
Wi"  in  coosaqoence  of  which,  the  Spcnleer,  fib. 
Seymour  (afterwards  Sir  Edward  Seyanonr)  ob- 
serves :    No  man  can  find  any  precedent  of  Sir 

*  Henry  Vane's  qoestion.  By  that  question  we 
'  can  never  come  to  an  end  in  any  business.  The 
'  question  in  being  may  be  the  next  day  put,  and 
'  so  you  usher  in  an  impossibility  of  brimaag 
'  things  to  a  period and  Sir  Robert  Howtn 
adds,  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  "  This  question 
is  like  the  image  of  tbe  inventor,  a  perpetoal  dis- 
turbance." Tbe  debate  which  gave  rise  to  these 
remarks  (Mnroh,  1673)  turned  upon  the  qocrtion 
wheUier  a  bill  of  sappfy  shoald  be  a«grcwMd  bo* 


Digitized  by 


Googit 


796 


HZSTORT  OF  OOK^BBSS. 


706 


JlROARTf  181& 


fore  ewttio  grievaBces  wert  redresied.  There  is 
a  debate  (Jaonary.  1674)  recorded  id  tbe  same 
volame,  wlierein  the  previous  queetion  was  used, 
•od  wbieh  re»peeted  the  inquiry  whether  tbe 
Hoose  should  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Kiog's  speech,  before  it  ahoald  ascertaia  by  an 
address  to  ibe  Crown  whether,  by  the  peace  men- 
tioned in  tbe  speech,  is  intended  a  separate  or  a 
joint  peace.  From  these  it  wontd  seem  that  an 
early,  perhaps  the  first,  use  of  the  prerioua  qoes- 
,tioQ  was  to  postpone  one  subject  in  order  to  take 
ap  another.  But  whateTer  might  hare  been  its 
KWiBaJ  me,  it  was  early  diseoTered  to  be  sDteqi- 
time  of  a  serriee  Tery  CDaTeoient  to  miniatere 
and  their  adberenis,  and  to  which  they  haresinoe 
fire^oently  applied  it-^ihat  of  getting  rid  of  an 
napleuant  motion  which  it  was  not  conTenient 
to  r^eet.  The  first  instance  1  have  seen  of  this 
applicatioo  of  tbe  previous  question^  was  in  the 
cue  of  this  very  Mr.  Speaker  Seymour,  in  Oeto> 
ber,  1673,  who,  probably  afterwards,  entertained 
a  more  Urorabte  opinion  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion ihin  what  he  had  eipressed  about  eighteen 
months  before.  Sir  Thomas  Littleton  submits 
a  motion  to  remove  the  Speaker  and  appoint  a 
S^ker  pro  tempore^  on  the  ground  that  the 
S^ker  hf^ds  an  omee  incompatible  with  the 
faithful  discharge  ef  his  duties  to  tbe  Honse— 
the  office  of  privy  counsellor  to  the  King.  This 
■oiion  is  sapported  by  others  oo  a  differeat  and, 
what  waa  thieD  parbape  deemed  a  delicau  grband, 
tbi  the  Speaker  "exposed  the  honor  of  the 
House  io  resortiaff  to  ^ming  houtn  with  for* 
(igaers  as  well  as  Sngltshraeo,  and  to  ill  places," 
Tbe  last  ia  treated  by  tbe  SpeakerV  frieads 
(bshiooable  men  and  coorticrs)  as  a  trivial  ob> 
Mction,  and  the  fint  is  resisted  by  precedents. 
Upon  the  whole,  however,  it  is  fonna  expedient 
lA  get  rid  of  the  motion  by  the  previous  questioD, 
and  therefore  "on  the  question  being  propounded 
that  Mr.  Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair,  a  Speaker 
pro  tempore  be  appointed,  tbe  question  beiog  put 
'  that  the  question  be  now  put,'  it  passed  in  the 
negative."  It  will  be  observed  that  in  tbe  in- 
stances cited  of  tbe  use  of  the  previous  question, 
and  in  ail  others  which  may  be  resorted  to,  it 
sever  prevented  full  debate  of  the  main  question. 
The  aocieni  practioa  was,  as  we  learn  from  Hake- 
well,  *'  if  the  matter  moved  to  receive  a  debate, 

*  and  contra,  in  that  debate,  none  may  speak 
'  noie  than  once  to  the  matter.  And  after  some 

*  time  spent  in  the  debate,the  Speaker,  collecting 
'  the  sense  of  the  Honse  upon  the  debate,  ia  to  re- 
'  doce  tbe  aame  into  a  question,  which  be  is  to 
'  proponod ;  to  the  end,  that  the  House  in  the  de- 
'  bate  afterwards  may  be  kept  up  to  the  matter  of 
<  that  qneation,  if  the  same  be  approved  by  the 

*  House  to  contain  the  substance  of  the  former 
'  debate."  It  was  the  right  of  every  member  to 
speak  once,  if  he  wished  it,  to  the  matter  moved, 
and  of  this  right  he  could  not  be  deprived  by  any 
nse  of  the  previous  question.  Hakewell  proceeds 
testate:  "If  upon  a  debate  it  be  much  contro- 

*  verted,  and  much  be  said  against  the  question, 
'  aay  member  may  move  that  the  question  may  be 
'  ftitt  made  whether  that  question  shall  be  pal  or 
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*  shall  be  now  put,  which  usually  is  admitted  at 

*  tbe  instance  of  any  member,  especially  if  it  be 
'  seconded  and  insisted  on  ;  and  if  that  qtiestioa 
^  being  put  pass  in  the  affirmative,  then  the  main 
'  question  is  to  be  put  immediatelv,  and  no  man 
'  may  speak  any  further  to  it,  either  to  add  or 
'  alter.  But  before  the  question  whether  the 
'  questioa  shall  be  put,  any  person  who  hath  not 
'  formerly  spoken  to  the  main  question,  bath  lib* 
'  erty  to  speak  for  it  or  against  it,  because  else 
'  he  shall  be  presluded  from  speaking  at  all  to  it.** 
The  previous  qaestion  was  simpHr  a  demand 
that  when  tbe  main  qaeetion  should  be  ripe  for 
deeisios,  the  House  ahoald  first  proaoauee  wheth- 
er it  was  then  expedieot  to  deetde  it.  It  was  no 
matter  at  what  period  of  the  debate  od  tbe  main 
question  this  demand  was  tnade,  the  previous 
question  could  only  be  put  when  the  main  quee- 
tion was  about  to  be  put,  and  the  main  qaestion 
could  not  be  demanded  while  any  person  who 
had  not  spoken  wished  to  speak  upon  it.  "  It  is 
'  a  great  mistake,"  says  Sir  Thomas  Lee,  "that 
'  the  previous  question,  if  asked,  mast  necessarily 
'  be  put,  for  yoa  may  do  it  all  at  one  time,  and 
'  not  at  anotber."  In  fact,  when  the  previoaa 
question  was  demanded,  there  were  twoquestiona 
before  tbe  House — the  one  whether  the  main 
questioa  should  be  decided,  the  other  what  shoald 
be  the  decision  on  it.  If  the  first  were  determinedi 
negaliveljr,  it  of  course  preetuded  the  necessity 
of  determining  the  other}  bat  if  the  first  were 
anawered  affirmatively,  the  other  was  to  follow 
immediately.  Before,  however,  either  branch  oi 
[his  doable  qaestion  was  pat,  evcvy  member  had 
a  perfect  right  to  be  heard.  In  later  times  the 
previous  question  has  been  frequently  resorted  to, 
but  never  to  destroy  this  right  of  spiking  to  the 
main  question.  For  insunce,  let  us  take  the  de- 
bate on  the  motion  of  Sir  James  Lowther,  (No- 
vember 3, 1775,)  "that  the  introducing  of  Haoo- 
'  verian  troops  into  any  part  of  the  dominions  be- 
'  longing  to  the  Grown  of  Great  Britain,  without 
'  the  consent  of  the  Parliament  first  had  and  ob- 
'  uined,  is  conuary  to  law."  The  affirmative  of 
this  proposition  was  maintained  by  Clov.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Sergeant  Adair,  and  others,  and  the  negative 
by  Lord  Barriiwton  and  Mr.  Stanly ;  when  Mr. 
Qordon  declared  his  opinion  to  be  that  the  meas- 
aie  was  illegal,  bat  well  meant  and  hif  blr  expe- 
dient, moved  the  previous  qaestion.  Then  it 
was  that  the  Solicitor  General,Mr.  Wedderbam^ 
entered  fully  upon  tbe  sabjeet.  In  opposition  to 
the  main  question,  he  contended  for  the  legality 
of  the  practice,  and  stated  numerous  precedents 
by  which  it  was  sanctioned ;  and  in  support  of 
the  previous  question  he  entered  into  a  variety 
of  circumstances  and  arguments  to  show  the  pro- 

griety  of  the  measure.  He  was  followed  by  Mr. 
lurke.  Lord  North,  aod  others,  expreasiog  their 
sentiments  fully,  as  well  in  relation  to  the  origi- 
nal motioD,  as  to  the  previous  question  demanded 
oQ  it.  The  advantage  which  the  ministry  gained 
in  this  instance  by  the  previous  qaestion,  was  not 
to  sflence  the  minority  and  prevent  a  discussion 
of  tbe  main  qaestion,  but  to  rally  nmad  their 
standard  thoae  who  would  dciert  them  if  oom- 
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¥41*d  to  Tot«  dimetif  on  tfa*  main  qaestim. 
hey  MU|:ht  by  this  mtunre  to  streogtbeH  thaif 
maiD  body  of  weU-trained  troops,  by  the  acees- 
aion  of  tbe  irr^lar  mititia  who  could  not  be 
railed  od  io  a  dnperate charge  Take,  for  aimther 
instaoe^  Mr.  Burke's  molton  for  leave  to  bring 
in  his  nunou  bill  "  for  compoeing  tha  praNOC 
troablee  and  for  qiiieting  tbe  minds  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's svtgects  in  Atnorica."  After  the  prenoos 
mtestion  is  moTcd,  tbe  whole  sabject  opened  by 
the  iBotioD  is  debated  by  the  great  champions  on 
cither  side  who  entered  on  the  coutroTersy. 

I  bcliere,  air,  that  soma  emfosion  has  been 
thnnni  on  tha  subject  of  the  pieTions  qneetieB 
(a  eoafasion,  from  which  eTca  the  laminens 
miad  of  the  compiler  of  our  Mawial,  Mr.  Je£^ 
sooj  was  not  thoroaghly  free)  by  supposing  it 
designed  to  suppress  unpleasaat  discussions,  in- 
sCead  «S  iM|4casaot  dccistops.  The  fact  is,  that 
foroMfly  the  discussions  in  the  Enelish  Hoase  of 
Commons  were  not  designed  at  an  for  the  pub- 
lic ear,  hot  solely  far  the  members  of  the  House. 
There  are  rarioos  orders^  coUeeted  by  Hatsell, 
foibiddtog  UuClarkand  bit  assistants  from  taking 
anieS)  or  pcrnitiing  copies  to  go  forth,  of  any 
a^menta  or  speedtes  made  in  the  House.  And 
we  know  that  wben  Dr.  Johnson  first  poblished 
those  speemens  of  Britirit  Parliamentary  «lo- 
qa«i|,oe,  whidi  spread  iu  £une  through  the  world, 
na  was  compelled  to  throw  orer  his  design  the 
Teil  of  fiction.  Tbey  were  aoooanced  as  tbe 
debates  of  "the  Senate  of  LiUiput,"  and  tbe 
^alers  were  designated  by  tbe  most  barbaroas 
appellations.  To  this  day  a  pablicatioD  of 
speeches  made  in  either  House  of  Parliament  is, 
in  strictness,  regarded  as  a  contempt,  and  may 
be  punished  as  such.  In  a  body,  whose  discus- 
sions were  not  designed  for  the  public,  and  whtwe 
proceedii^  were  known  only  by  their  final  rotas 
and  orders,  composed  of  men  who  had  em  some 
ffcioTances  to  allege,  who  claimed  the  ptiTil«ge 
of  free  speaking,  so  essential  for  the  exercisa  of 
that  right,  aikd  whose  ^nin  habits  of  diseowse 
were  £m  from  the  Asudious  delieaey  of  latter 
days;  alt  subjects,  from  whieh  the  fear  of  royal 
iaaianation  did  not  restrain  them,  were  freely 
bandiad  to  and  fto,  antU  tbe  Hoose  was  ready  to 
act  or  to  deelara  its  delcrminatioD  not  to  act 
upon  them.  The  prerious  cpiestion  conld  not  be 
used  to  prercot  the  discnssioD  of  an  unpleasant 
snhicct.  For,  whether  the  previous  question  was 
called  or  not,  every  member  had  a  right  to  be 
heard  once  on  tbe  main  question. 

Tlie  previous  question  in  the  English  Hoose 
of  Commons  deprived  no  member  o^the  right  to 
unand  the  main  question.  It  has  indeed  been 
made  a  doubt  whether  an  amendment  eonld  be 
reesivcd,  if  o£kred  after  the  ^«rious  question  had 
bean  mored  and  seeonded,  and  propmad  from 
the  Chair.  Among  the  aMumento  by-  which 
thia  doubt  wa«  reeled,  it  nas  been  observed 
that  to  refuse  the  amendment  because  not  before 
oftrad,  would  be  to  pnt  it  "  in  the  power  of  any 
*  two  members  bf  moving  and  seconding  the  pre- 
vious question,  immediately  after  the  main  ques- 
'  lion  b  pnposed,  to  deprive  the  Hooae  of  that 


'  power  which  they  otight  to  hare  in  all  ia- 

*  stances  of  amending  ud  altering  any  question 
'  proposed  to  tbem."  On  the  other  hsnd,  those 
who  entertained  this  doubt  answered,  "  ao  iocen- 
(  reotenee  can  arise  from  the  doctrine;  for,  if 
1  before  tbe  previMis  qnastioa  is  proposed  from 
,  the  Chair,  theogh  it  should  have  been  novod 

and  seconded,  any  member  ehorid  inform  tW 

*  Honse  that  he  wished  to  make  amendments  le 

*  tbe  mam  questioa,  he  will  thea  ceitainly  beat 
'  liberty  to  do  it,  and  the  Speahar,  Hipporicdby 
'  the  House,  will  pre  that  (wiority  to  tlu  motiaa 
'  £tw  ameo^agt  to  the  motion  for  the  prerloas 
'  qnestion,  wiiieh  comnson  sense  requires."  Hew^ 
ever  this  doubt  may  be  decided,  all  eoecnr  io  de- 
claring that  in  the  Bnglisfa  House  of  Comment 
tbe  prerions  oaestion  cannot  preelnde  the  c»r- 
oise  of  the  undoubted  right  "  in  all  iostaoecs  of 
amendii^  and  altering  any  <^estion  proposed  to 
them,"  Dor  can  it  sopmeds  that  "priority  for 
amendments"  which  ^  commoa  sense  reqmres.** 
No,  sir,  it  ms  reserved  for  as  iu  this  age  of  illn* 
minatioD,  and  ia  this  freest  of  all  fne  Ooven- 
mcnls,  to  adopt  a  ride  which  sets  eoniBon  seaaa 
at  de&uut^  and  prohibits  the  etereisa  of  oodoabt' 
ed  Parliameuarr  r^t.  It  ««b  reserved  for  as 
to  declare  that  the  prerioim  qnastiott  ihaU  have 
priority  of  a  motion  to  amend. 

If  we  caa  find  ao  sanotioa  for  our  rale  in 
the  previoes  qnestion  of  the  British  Parliaoent, 
let  OS  examine  how  far  it  is  founded  on  Ameri- 
can precedents.  Here  ire  shall  discover  aa  early 
departure  from  the  Earepean  management  of  the 
previous  question ;  but  a  departure  strictly  eeosis- 
tent  with  the  Iwitimate  purpose  of  such  a  qnes- 
tioo,  and  which  far  from  sbaeklinglegislattre  free- 
dom, simplified  the  rule,  while itafforded  full  lati- 
tnde  for  atseusston  and  amendment.  If  we  wiU 
examine  the  jonmals  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, we  shall  perceive  iheir  pracliee  to  hare 
beoa  w  regard  the  prenoaa  question,  as  a  motion 
to  set  aalaa  tbe  main  qvcacion,  which  wne  of 
course  a  disttnet  prapoeition,  and  open  like  nil 
others  for  free  debnle.  To  this  proposition  the 
debate  was  eonfined.  If  the  main  qncation  was 
set  aside,  the  debate  prooceded  no  further^  If  the 
motion  to  set  aside  the  main  qneatioa  did  not 
prevail,  it  was  then  before  the  House  unaAemI 
by  this  motion,  and  neoessarily  in  a  situation  to 
receive  suob  a  dispoattion  as  the  Hoose  thon^ 
proper  to  give  it.  PoMponement,  amendment, 
debat^  arere  then  as  oomi^eteJr  ia  order,  as  be* 
fore  the  uosocces^ul  motion  had  beea  made. 
This  was  truly  an  improrement  of  the  old  rale; 
an  American  gnft  upon  the  British  stock.  Sim- 
plicity of  debate  was  promoted  by  coofiaiag  the 
controversy,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  propriety 
of  taking  the  mala  question-- not  only  unpleasant 
decisions,  but  unpleasant  and  nnneeessary  discus- 
sions might  be  thus  prevented.  If  on  the  prelim- 
inary inquiry,  the  subjectwaspronoiueeda  proper 
one  for  the  decision  of  Coograss,  there  was'then 
scope  for  the  exercise  of  their  mehaekled  wisdom 
in  regard  to  it.  Two  instances  will  be  sufficient 
to  show  this  American  Qsa^  of  the  prerioat 
qoeslion,  in  the  Coatiiiental  Coagnsa.  "A  mo- 
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tim  WM  B»4c  to  raolve  ibat  the  iMmben  of 
this  House  keep  steret  from  all  but  the  memberi 
of  fUs  HoQS^  vnder  like  oblisitioos  of  aaereey, 
Mufc  tafonutioa  at  nwf  bo  dWind  from  «b  in- 
ipeetio*  of  tbe  papen  of  the  oomiaittt*  of  uont 
eoire>|iM(lew6  oi  fVom  tnariof  the  mmt  read.** 
After  tftboic^  tlw  prerious  qMstion  was  i»ove4 
hf  Mr.  Dima  tea  8m»  rotad  in  tbe  affirmaifTfc 
"aad  to  it  mi  rceofoevl  hi  the  afirmatire,  and 
tbe  OMia  qocstion  was  sat  actde.'*  Again,  on 
Friday,  Jatf  29th,  1788,  tbe  followioff  propoai- 
'  ttoo  being  ■ndcrdri)Btef  viz :  tbat  the  Beeretary 
'  at  Wardirect  the  d«taehmeM  of  troops  raarohiDg 
'to  tbt  westward,  to  rendflsroas  at  Bation  in 

*  Pevatf  Inaia,  aad  from  theace  into  tbe  eaaatf 
'  of  Lozmie,  fer  qaetHng  tbe  disturbances  in  tbat 
'eoaety^IwaTided  tbeBxecativeCooacflofPena- 

*  sylraaia,  shall  find  the  assistance  of  those  troops 

*  aecessat  and  provided  that  tbe  sMd  troops  shall 
'  not  be  dclaf  ed  in  their  marob  to  tbe  Ohio,  more 

*  ihaa^waekai  tbepTeriooBqaeationwBsmoved 

Bm9  of  Vlrgioia,  and  seooaded  bjr  tbe 
'  CmeafliMaaetasetts,  via : '  that  the  maia  qoes- 
'  tfoB  be  BOK  now  pm,*  aad  on  the  qoestioa  to 
'agpfa-t»ihs  previous  qoeition,  the  qaestioQ  was 
'  loit-"0»  (he-  qoettioB  to  agree  to  the  maia  qaes- 
'  tim,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative." 

Id  theyeMfollowiDgjCoagresseonveDed  aiular 
the  preaeikt  ConstitntMBk  In  tbe  Hoase  of  Rep- 
meanttre*  «ae  of  tbe  first  aots  was  to  OKtaUish 
roles  of  proeeediag ;  aod  tbe  committee  oa  whom 
Ais  diiHr  was  imrpesed,  cotisisted  of  geademen, 
BUDjr  or  whom  bad  served  their  coantry  in  tbe 
CoatiiieiHal  CoogrMs,  and  among  whom,  with 
bigh  olaitas  to  distinetioa,  was  the  preeMt  Chief 
Hagiatrate  of  tbe  United  Slates.  It  is  manifest 
tbat  tkia  oommittac  and  the  House  regarded  the 
yiefio«a4tM>tH)*  precisely  as  it  had  been  viewed 
u  theOkf  CoBgreas,  as  a  ^elimtnarjF  inqafarjr  into 
dia  nroptiaty  of  tha  foaia  qaestioo,  which,  if  de- 
cide wfoaMf  (•  a  bearia;  of  that  maia  qucs- 
tioa,  left  it  perfiMdy  free  to  the  soaad  diacretion 
of  the  Hoase.  They,  indeed,  altered  tbe  form  of 
pnuiDg  the  prerions  qncstioa,  from  the  negative 
10  the  affinaativa  style  of  ioterrogat ioa.  >'  The 
pimmow  qneatiott  shaU  be  ia  this  Ibrm,  Shall  the 
maia  qvestion  be  now  potf  They  also  required 
tbat  five  members  sboald  ooDcor  in  ashing  for  it. 
'*It  AlM  ottljr  be  admitted  when  demanded  by 
five  mem4>cn."  They  Kmited  the  debate  on  this 
prelianaaay  inquiry;  '*Onapreviou8qaestioo,no 
member  shall  speak  more  than  once  witbout 
leave,'*  wlwreas,  on  other  questions,  he  bad  a 
rif^t  to  speak  twiee ;  bat,  in  the  fall  spirit  of  the 
enablishftd  Ameriean  pmetiee,  they  confined  the 
debate  to  tha  previous qaestian  until  that  wasde- 
eidedjand  only  until  thea—^Until  the  previous 
qnesttoB  ia  deeidcd,  it  shall  preclude  all  amend- 
memt  aad  further  debate  of  the  main  question**— 
uneqolvDaaUy  evincing  tbat  "amendment  and 
forther  debate  of  the  main  qoestion,*'  might  take 
^aodgtardecision  of  tbe  previous  qaestioB.  And 
Uiis,  air,  was  the  clear,  settled,  undcviating  expo- 
lition  ci  this  rule,  fiH-upvards  of-  twenty  years 
after  iu  adoption  ay  this  House.  I'will  prove  this 
paction  by  inefragMMa  testinony.  In  tha  sec- 
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ond  session  of  the  Third  Congress  a  reealution 
was  moved,  "  tbat  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes  be  requested  to  cause  an  ascertMiment  to 
ba  made  of  ina  losaea  sostntned  by  the  ^eera  of 
OoTemmcn^  and  other  ciiiaeB*,  on  their  proper- 
ty, (in  consequence  of  their  exertions  in  support 
of  tha  lews,)  by  the  insoigenU  in  the  western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania."  Upon  this  resolntioa 
"the  previona  questioo  was  called  for  by  ftva 
'  members,  to  wit,  Shall  the  main  qumtion  to 
'  agKo  to  tbe  said  resolution  be  now  put?  It  wa« 
'  resolved  in  the  affiroMtive— yeas  02,  nays  31. 
'  The  said  resolution  was  then  amended  at  the 
'  Clerks  table;  aad  the  main  question  being  p« 

*  that  the  Honite  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution, 
'  amended  to  read  as  followeth:  '  Aesolae^  That 
-  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
'  to  cause  an  asoertainment  to  be  OMde  of  the 
'  losses  sustained  by  the  offioere  of  Government, 
'  and  other  oitiaena,  by  the  aotnal  destruction  of 
'  their  proper^  (in  conseqoenee  of  their  ezertioBa 
'  in  support ofthe  laws)  by  tbe  insu^nta  in  tha 
'  western  counties  of  Pennaylnnia^  u^ether  wHh 
'  a  repreeentetioa  of  the  parHenlar  condition  of 
'  the  respective  sufferers  in  relation  to  tbair  Ml' 
'  ity  to  prosecute  their  several  claims,  and  rceover 
'  at  law  satis&cuon  from  tbe  insurgent  aom- 
'son.*  It  was  resolved  in  tbe  afirmative."  Here 
was  amendment  after  a  decision  tbat  tbe  main 
question  should  now  be  pot.  We  had  no  Sir 
Henry  Vane  then  to  explain  to  us  this  emphi^ 
nov.  Ifl  the  second  sessioa  of  the  Fifth  Conpna, 
(Thursday,  5tb  April,  1798,)  a  motion  was  made, 
'*  that  the  instructions  and  desmtcfaes  from  tbe 

*  Envoys  Extraordinary  to  the  French  Repubti^ 
'  commuaioaied  on  the  3d  instant  by  the  Presi- 
'  dent  of  the  United  States,  be jpnUtshed."  The 
motion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ef  tbe 
wbde  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  wha  re- 
ported a  dtsagreaamt  to  the  popoeitioo.  The 
report  being  under  consideratioh,  n  motiott  'was 
nMe  and  seconded,  tbat  tbe  House  nacur  with 
a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole.  Wherenpoa  the  pre< 
vious  question  was  called  for  by  five  members,  to 
wit:  "Shall  the  mainquestbn,  to  a^rea  to  the 
'  nid  motion,  be  now  put  7  It  was  decided  in  the 
'affirmative.  And  tbeo,<fetetearisiBgon  thesaid 
'  main  question,  an  adjournment  was  called  for; 
'  whereupon  tlw  several  orders  of  the  day  were 
'  pottpontd,  and  the  House  adjourned."  Oa  Uie 
succeeding  day,  *<the  House  resumed  the  consid- 
'  eratton  of  the  said  main  question ;  whereupon 
'  ordered,  that  the  farther  considemiion  be  post- 

*  poned  until  this  day  week."  Here  the  main 
question  was  pot  only  debated,  but  postponed, 
after  a  decision  that  it  should  now  be  put.  This, 
sir,  was  in  1T98,  in  tha  days  which  have  bean 
falsely  called  "the  days  of  terror;**  but  which  I 
feel  a  pride  in  showing  were  the  days  of  correct 
principles.  Wc  had  not  then  discovered  how  to 
construe  away  the  righta  of  the jwople  or  thwr 
representatives,  by  a  verbal  criticism  oa  the  afr 
verb  "now."  This  illustrious  discovery  was  re- 
served for  thbgeaius  of  modem  republicanism. 

The  first  attempt  that  iras  ever  made  to  destroy 
tha  fteedomHtf  deliato  hf  a  penremoB  of  the  pfo- 
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Tioas  qnestioQ,  wu  retisied  as  it  should  be— I 
speak  it  to  the  honor  of  this  House — was  resisted 
bjr  a  solemn  and  almost  uoaoimoos  protest.  It 
ms  OD  the  15tb  December,  1807,  when  the  Speak- 
er's chair  was  occupied  by  a  gentleman  from  Mas* 
iftchoscttSf  who  perhaps  on  that  account  claimed 
to  be  regarded  as  the  lineal  sueeessor  of  Sir  Henrf 
Yane,  and  therefore  the  beat  expoaiior  of  bia  in- 
TcatioD.  On  «  motion  for  referring  the  memoriftl 
of  sundry  merchants  of  Pbiladetpbia  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  the  previous  question 
wasc&lled  for,  and  on  bein|;  taken  in  the  form 
prescribed,  "Shall  the  mam  questioo  be  now 
pntF  it  was  resolTcd  in  the  affirmatire.  The 
main  question  on  the  reference  of  the  memorial 
then  occurring,  "Mr.  Ely,  one  of  the  members 
'  from  Massachusetts,  addressed  the  Chair,  and 
'  was  proceeding  in  some  remarks  touching  the 
'  merits  of  the  said  main  quesiioiK  when  Mr. 
'  Speaker  called  the  member  from  Niassacbusetis 
'  to  order,  and  decided,  as  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
'  that  after  the  prerious  question  is  called  for  and 
'  uswered  in  the  affirmative,  it  preclndea  all  de- 

*  bate  on  the  main  question ;  whereapon  an  ap- 
*m1  to  the  House,  from  the  decision  of  the 
'  Chair,  was  mudc  by  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  by 

*  Mr.  Bibb  f  and  the  said  decision  beiog  aeain 
staled,  "that  after  the  previous  question  is  called 
'  for,  and  deiermined  in  the  affirmative,  it  pre- 

*  eludes  all  debate  on  the  main  question,**  the 

Jucfllion  was  taken  tbcreon,  to  wit :  "Is  the  said 
eeisioD  of  the  Chair  correct?"  and  passed  in  the 
negative  hj  yeas  and  nays— yeas  14,  nays  103. 
The  principle  of  freedom  asserted  in  this  deci- 
lion,  was  reasserted  with  equal  solemnity  and 
union  of  opinion  in  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
On  the  1st  December,  1B08,  a  resolution  was  pend- 
ing in  the  following  words.  "AMoIted,  That  the 
'  Uoited  States  cannot,  without  a  sacrifice  of  their 
'  rights,  honor,  and  independence,  submit  to  the 
'  late  edicts  of  Great  Briuin." 

"On  motion  of  Mr.  Gardenier  the  previous 
'  question  thereon  was  demanded  by  five  mem- 

*  bers,  to  wit :  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
'  put?  and  the  said  previous  question  being  taken, 
^  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.   A  qaestioo 

*  of  order  being  then  called  for,  to  wit :  is  the  main 
'question  open  to  further  debate?  Mr.  Speaker 

*  declared  thai,  conformably  to  the  determination 
'  of  the  House  on  the  fifteenth  of  December  last, 
'  it  did  not  preclude  debate  on  the  main  question. 
'  From'  which  decision  of  the  Chair  an  appeal 

*  was  made  to  the  House  by  Mr.  David  R.  Wil- 

*  liams,  and,  the  same  being  seconded,  the  qoes- 
*tion  was  staled  by  Mr.  Speaker,  to  wit:  Is  the 

*  decision  of  the  Chair  correct?  and,  debate  aris- 

*  iog  thereon,  the  House  adjourned."  On  the  next 
day  the  House  reaumed  the  consideraiioo  of  the 

Suestton  of  appeal,  and  the  decision  of  ihe  Chair 
eing  apiin  roul,  the  question  was  put  "Is  the 
•aid  decision  of  the  Chair  correct?  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  naya— yea*  101, 
Myi  18."  It  was  impassible  that  any  mteshould 
be  more  completely  settled,  both  by  unioterrnpted 
^ge  and  solemn  deliberate  adjudicalious,  than 
was  the  role  of  the  previous  question  in  thii 
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House.  It  was  a  rule  petfeetly  consistent  with 
good  sense,  with  the  requisite  iadepeodeDce  of 
the  members  of  the  House,  and  with  the  right  of 
the  free  people  whom  they  represented.  It  pre* 
served  decorum;  it  had  a  tendency  to  prerent 
unnecessary  discussions;  it  superseded  iaipcoper 

Jjucstions,  while  it  left  perfectly  untouched  the 
undamental  principles  of  parliamemary  and  po- 
litical freedom.  Thus,  sir,  it  continued  the  dor 
firm,  for  the  impotent  attempts  wbieh  had  ben 
made  to  pervert  it — and  the  better  undentoad, 
from  the  blunders  which  its  examination  hades* 
posed.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  when,  en 
the  memorable  ni^hl  of  the  27th  Fcbniary,  1811, 
the  monster,  whteb  we  now  call  the  previoes 
quesiioD,  was  ushered  intoezistence,  and  utterly 
supplanted  the  harmless,  useful  being,  whose  name 
it  Usurped. 

Sir,  of  the  proceedintn  of  that  night  I  have  no 
personal  knowledge.  The  Jonroats,  however,  re- 
cord them  with  a  fidelity  which,  however  to  be 
lamented  on  other  accounts,  is  essential  to  the  in* 
terests  of  truth.  The  Honse,  afteralHtsyda]r,and 
a  abort  recess  for  dinner,  met  at  aix  oi'oioek  in  the 
ereniog;  ihey  then  reaumed  the  considtratiM  oT 
certain  amendmentL  reported  by  a  Conmittee  of 
the  Whole  to  a  aupplemeotal  bUlprobibiiingeom- 
nureial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  and  the 
question  recurred  to  concur  with  the  last  amea4- 
mentsreportedbytheCommittee.  "Debaiearisiaft 

*  the  previous  question  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Ghoi- 
'  son,  and,  being  demanded  by  five  members,  wa* 
'  taken  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  rules  and 
'orders  of  the  House,  to  wit:  'Shall  the  main 
'  question  be  now  put  V  and  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
'  alive.   After  which  Mr.  Gardenier,  one  of  the 

'  members  from  the  Stale  of  New  York,  was  i»o-  ! 
'  ceefUng  to  state  the  main  question,  when  a  mem- 
'  ber  from  Virginia  {Mr.  Gbolsoo)  objected  to 
'  the  right  of  the  member  from  New  Yodt  to  de- 
'  bate  the  main  question,  after  the  previous  ques- 
'  lion  had  been  demanded  by  five  members,  ta^ 

*  and  decided  in  the  affirmative;  on  whieh  Mr. 
'  Speaker  decided  that,  according  to  the  pnetiee 
'  of  the  House,  it  was  in  order  to  ddbate  inemaio 
'  question  after  the  previous  question  bad  been 
'  taken.  From  whieh  decision  of  the  Chair  an 
'  appeal  was  made  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Ghobeo, 
'  seconded  by  two  members;  and  detwte  arisiag 
'  on  the  appeal,  a  question  of  order  was  moved  1^ 

*  Mr.  P.  B.  Porter,  whether  the  said  appeal  could 
'  be  debated  ?  oo  which  Mr.  Speaker  decided  that, 
'  conformable  to  the  practice  of  the  House,  it  was 

*  in  order  to  debate  the  said  appeal.  From  which 
'  decision  of  the  Chair  an  appeal  was  made  to  ifae 
'  House  by  Mr.  P.  B.  Porter,  and  seconded  bf  two 
'  members.  And  on  the  question,  'Is  the  saidde- 
'  cision  of  the  Chair  correct?'  it  was  determiaed 
'  in  the  negative— yeas  1^  nays  06.  The  ques' 
'  tion  recurred  on  the  appeal  fir^  staled ;  and  en 

*  the  question,  '  Is  the  said  decision  of  the  Cbeir 
'eorreetl*  it  was  deiermined  in  the  negaiirc- 

*  The  main  question  waa  then  taken,  to  coscnr 

*  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  lut 
'  amendment,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmitive." 

The  Journal  Ihen  proeeedi  to  state,  that  two 
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neoeariire  •■WDdntnt*  wera  mond  by  Mr.  Qar- 
dcDier,  OD  whicb,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Riof  gold,  the 
prarions  question  watiDamediateljr  called,  debate 
probilHted,  «nd  tbe  amendinenu  rejected.  A  mo- 
tioD  WM  then  made  bjr  Mr.  Ria^gold  that  the 
fatU  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  on  which 
motion  the  prerioos  qacsiion  was  called  by  Mr. 
P.  B.  Porter,  and  resolred  in  the  affirmatire,  and 
the  bill  forced  (o  a  third  readioff  instantljr.  Oe 
the  third  reading,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ringgold,  the 
preriona  qncstioB  was  l^in  demanded,  and,  be- 
ing decided  in  the  nffiimatire,  the  bill  was  pasaed. 
Here  we  have  the  great  inectdent  which  has  fnr- 
Dirted  the  rule  for  the  aobaeqiient  nse  of  the  pre- 
Tieoa  qocuion ;  a  preeedent  which  nothing  could 
induce  me  to  enmine  and  lay  bare  to  the  public 
inspeetion,  short  of  an  overrnling  sense  of  duty ; 
a  precedent  stamped  with  every  mark  of  error, 
oppression,  and  abase  of  power.  It  is  perfectly 
apinrent  that  this  ni^ht  session  was  holdea  for 
the  paipose  of  carrying  this  sapplemental  non- 
intercourse  bUl  through  all  its  stages.  This  was 
the  holy  end  that  was  to  sanctify  the  requisite 
'^enns;  ''Debate  arising,"  on  agreeing  to  an 
amendment  reported  by  tbe  Committee,  "  tbe  pre- 
Tiens  qaestion  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Gbolson." 
Now,  sir,  it  is  a  settled  principle  in  parliameoiary 
practice,  that  the  previous  qaestion  cannot  be  pat 
on  an  ameodment.  The  very  qaestion  on  an 
amend  men  t  ia,  whether  certain  words  shall  be 
inaenad  inao,  or  remain  part  of  a  qaestion."  The 
deciaifn  oC  the  amendment  "determines  that  they 
ahaU  or  ateall  net  lUnd  in  a  pariienlar  place,  and 
has,  ther^-ore,  all  the  efiect  (tf  a  previous  ques- 
tioE."  Bo  says  Mr.  Jefferson  in  bis  mannal— 
"Soppoa*  a  motion  to  postpone,  commit,  or  amend 

*  the  maim  question,  and  that  it  be  moved  to  sop> 
'  press  that  motion  by  putting  the  prerions  qaes- 
'  tioa  oa  it.  This  is  not  allowed,  beeanse  it  would 
'  embarrass  questions  too  much  to  allow  Ihem  to 
'  be  piled  on  one  another  several  stories  high,  and 
'  bacaoae  the  sane  result  mair  be  had  in  a  more 
'  sim^  '**y>  hy  deciding  against  tbe  posipooe- 

*  meat,eommiiment,oramendmeot."  Aprevioas 
qaestion  on  an  amendment  is  an  absurdity.  It  is 
a  previeos  qaestion  moontcd  on  a  previous  qaes- 
tioD.  Bnt  parliamentary  usage  was  of  no  eonse* 
qoeBecb  Debate"  had  arisen  on  tbe  amendment, 
and  thia  debate  was  to  be  put  down,  or  the  bill 
might  aol  be  passed  that  night.  The  jvevious 
austion  was  therefore  enlled.  It  heing  decided 
uiac  tbe  qnesticn  on  the  amendment  was  to  be 
pat  aa  the  main  question,  debate  was  proceeding 
oa  this  main  question;  but  this  did  not  consist 
with  the  will  of  the  majority,  and  debate  was  ob> 
jected  to  as  out  of  order.  The  Speaker  declared 
It  in  order,  for  he  had  received  loo  impressive  a 
Usson  on  this  point,  to  commit  again  the.  error 
which  had  been  so  solemnly  corrected.  It  was  ex- 
pedient, however,  to  overrule  this  decision.  An  ap- 

'  peal  was  therefore  taken.  On  this  appeal  a  debate 
arose,  and  the  Speaker  was  called  on  to  pronounce 
whether  debate  on  an  appeal  was  in  order.  To 
each  a  qnestioa  he  eoutd  return  but  one  answer} 
he  knew,  every  man  in  the  House  knew,  debate 
;  in  oedw.   The  rule  ia  aaeqnivoeal  aid  ex* 


press,  "  on  an  appeal  no  member  shall  speak  more 
than  once  without  leave  of  the  House."  But  de- 
bate was  ineonveDtent.  and,  rule  or  no  rale,  de- 
bate should  not  be  tolerated.  A  second  appeal 
was  then  taken.  Without  a  reason  urged  it  was 
decided,  in  the  face  of  a  known  and  positive  rule, 
there  could  be  no  debate  on  an  appeal.  It  was 
next  decided,  without  argument,  in  opposition  to 
twenty-two  years  of  uninterrupted  usage,  con- 
firmed b^  the  most  solemn  decisions  made  after  a 
full  hearing  and  on  deliberatioB,  that  there  could 
be  no  debate  on  the  main  qaestion.  Thus  Ubn<- 
ated  from  every  rastrahit,  and  armed  with  the 
newly  forged  weapon  of  the  previous  qoeation^  a 
mad  majority,  in  the  wantonness  of  power,  at  mid- 
night,  when  all  that  was  not  passion  was  stupor: 
proceeded  in'lbeir  career  of  legislation.  Thecal! 
of  "previous question**  negatived  amendment;  a 
second  cry  of  "  previons  question"  engrossed  the 
bill ;  a  third  shout  made  it  a  law.  Yet  this  is 
the  precedent  on  whicb  our  present  exposition  of 
tbe  previous  question  rests  for  its  basis !  Tmei, 
we  reject  every  part  of  it,  but  that  whicb  the  ma- 
jority now  finds  an  interest  in  retaining.  We 
deny  its  propriety  in  forbidding  debate  on  aa  ap- 
peal, for  three  days  have  not  passed  since  we  sol- 
emnly debated  an  appeal  from  tbe  Speaker^ 
decision.  We  hi^  it  erroneous  in  applying  the 
previons  question  to  an  ammdmen^  and  cause  it 
to  take  eflect  oa  tbe  bill  or  resolution  itself  step- 
ping over  the  anendment.  But  we  follow  it  as 
a  guide  for  prohibiting  discussimi  on  the  maiii 

Sinestion.  It  is,  sir,  a  well  known  rule  of  evideHe 
ounded  on  common  sense,  that  if  a  witness  manr 
ifest  a  disregard  for  truth  in  any  part  of  his  testi- 
mony, the  whole  of  what  he  says  is  discredited. 
You  can,  iu  such  a  case,  have  no  security  that  be 
relates  the  truth  at  all.  And  by  the  same  reaaoa, 
when  a  precedent  is  cited  for  the  exposition  of  a 
rule  of  action,  which  bears  on  its  face  a  violatioa 
of  rale,  it  should  be  thrown  aside  alto^tber. 

Full  well  do  I  remember  tbe  first  instance  ia 
which  I  witnessed  the  use  of  this  newly  expound- 
ed previous  question,  and  never  shall  I  forget  tbe 
feelings  which  it  then  excited  in  my  bosom.  It 
was  at  the  first  session  of  last  Congress,  and  on  a 
bill  to  impose  a  direct  tax  of  three  millions  of 
dollars  on  the  people  of  tbe  United  States.  Ia 
that  bill  we  had  undertaken  to  assess,  withpot  nnr 
valuation,  tbe  precise  suras  which  were  to  be  pud 
by  tbe  several  counties  in  each  State.  To  remedy 
the  injustice  which  this  bap-hazard  assessment 
must  necessarily  produce,  a  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nesse,  of  great  influence  in  the  House,  (Mr.  Gaim* 
or,)  moved  an  amendment,  restricted  in  its  tenna 
to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  authorizing  a  correc- 
tion of  such  injustice  by  the  board  of  assessors 
after  a  valuation.  The  amendment  was  about  to 
be  adopted  by  an  almost  unanimous  voice,  when 
some  gentleman  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  ax- 
tend  its  application  to  another  State.  This  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  It  was  then  moved  to 
amend  it  further,  by  extending  iu  provisions  to 
the  parent  State  of  Tennessee  to  North  Carolina. 
Sir,  tbe  previood  question  was  called  and  carried. 
The  mam  queation  was  ordered  to  be  put;  the 
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UBtD^eal  fine  pitoposed — Ae  amcodment  to  it, 
which  was  acceded,  mud  tba  fortber  amcadmnit 
to  it,  when  the  preriMn  qucation  wma  wUed,  wen 
dedared  lo  be  awept  awar  by  tUa  buen  of  d«- 
acraoioo ;  and  witoout  debate^  witlunt  an  appot- 
toiitjr  of  •nacndoMot,  the  bill  was  enffroned. 
Snha  Bodo  of  lajring  taxes  was  so  aboOTrest 
Aon  all  my  ootioM  of  freedoaa,  that  new  as  1 
wma  bcre— AD  afladecd  member— I  dared  to  join 
ia  an  appeal  to  Ibe  Hoase  from  tbe  deeiiioB  of 
the  Cbatr,  and  vainly,  yet  aeakMshr,  exerted  aU 
vay  powers  to  revene  it.  Use,  sir,  has  rendered 
the  prenoas  onestion  more  ^miliar  to  me,  bat  it 
has  not  diraiiitshed  my  aUiorrenee  of  it.  <0n  the 
«ontnry,  ose  lias  bat  the  »ore  ftilly  expdained  tbe 
detnted  ends  wbteh  it  can  be  made  to  answer. 
Six  times  at  UaM  w«8  the  previoas  questiOD  nsed 
•D  dw  ^t  seisiOD  to  pnt  down  disonsuon,  and  tbe 
exeieise  of  represenMttiTB  freedom.  Once  mi  a 
hill  giviof  anritrary  p«w«rs  to  the  deputies  of 
•oUeetoTs ;  twtee  ta  relation  to  the  oonecriptioa 
Bmjcet ;  thma  timea  ipon  tike  anmmeth  bank  bill. 
Thiufc  God  1  it  aooe  ircooUed  with  snliRary  rio- 
lenea  on  thoae  who  »ed  ic  Tbe  latt  sMipeadeas 
Whtme  of  potiiical  foUqr  and  wickednest,  (sooh  I 
•deemed  it,)  owed  its  &ilare  to  the  aee  of  the  pre- 
tioas  MCstioa.  Many  gantleaaen  on  both  side* 
«f  tl»  noma  know  this  to  be  the  faet. 

By  whatugmatst  i>  this  iDDoration— this  oat- 
fue  an  paimmentary  law^thtu  hostile  to  tbe 
mril,  if  not  tbe  teUer  of  the  Ooastitolton,  to  the 
nghts  of  the  people,  to  the  iDdepeadenoe  of  their 
Tepreeeautira,  to  tbe  Tory  parpete  for  which 
hiw  is  needed—by  what  argument  is  its  jostifieo- 
tira  auempted  1  They  may  be  all  eemprised  in 
•Be  woid—'*  necessity."  NeecsMtyl  the  exeoee 
for  every  folly,  the  pretext  for  ereiy  erime.  Nc- 
aanin  I  whieh  tbe  miMrable  ealpnt,  who  steals 
a  leaf  to  feed  a  sttrviog  funily,  ^eads  in  vain  at 
•he  bar  of  yoiu  criminal  oonrls,  biM  whi(A  sne- 
eessfnl  tyiwMi  to  avcry  age  Imvc  nnde  tbe  apol- 
•gy  •(  their  wnrnaHeas  «a  freedom— qteoeasity 
■tqniiea  this  previoas ^esdoa.  I  deny  it,  sir! 
Centnim  have  rolled  away  in  England  since  tbe 
<brma  of  £rec  debate  belonged  to  ibrir  Parlnment, 
y«t  the  neaessity  of  a  reurt  to  this  instrament  of 
aeevioB  never  has  been  there  discovered.  Oar 
Gonlaaental  Congress  man^d  the  momentons 
afiain  of  this  nation  daring  maoy  years  of  war 
and  rarolatioa,  and  they  fooad  not  this  neeemity. 
Tw«nfi)r>>two  years  had  passed  under  our  present 
fonn  ot  Gkiverament  before  the  eoeessity  was  pre- 
ttnded.  No  iostanoe  can  be  shown  of  a  fair  ex< 
enrisc  of  legislative  power  bem^  prevented  by  the 
want  of  an  onlimited  authority  to  siieaee  discns- 
sion.  And  tmqneelioaaUy  befere  a  forfeitoie  is 
dcei!eed.Df  theiaireet  aad  best^ivilege  belong' 
imm  to  too  people  aad  their  RepresentativeB,  one 
•Aaee,  at  leasts  ongbt  to  be  elearlr  proven. 
'*fiat  a  ca^may  be  ima^ncd,  in  wbien  it  might 
'  be  necessanr  to  have  this  supreme  control  over 
'  the  right  of  speeob.  Suppose  the  last  day  of  the 

*  eeseion,  and  a  law  highly  salutary  abont  to  be 

*  eaaeied,  whieh  a  few  obstinate  members  are  re- 

*  solved  to  defeat  by  protneted  debate,  it  wonld 

*  be  aeeessary  in  thie  ease  to  aileaee  them."  Bk, 


there  is  do  species  of  political  empiridsm  mate 
dangeroBs  than  (oaoan  mlei  of  ofdimry  ai^K 
cation,  with  a  view  to  extreme  and  bai^  pessi 
ble  eases.  It  ist  in  the  langtnge  of  die  immonal 
Barke,  **  to  wnkt  the  tnedieine  of  th*  Cautii» 
tiott  its  daily  bread."  Bxirtme  eases  carry  their 
remedies  with  them.  Bm  I  seeno  saeh  aeeeaiitf 
in  the  case  anpposed.  If  the  lav  be  etsraiial  tM 
next  Coa^si  may  pass  it;  and,  if  the  ordinary 
delay  be  injortoua,  it  may  be  inunediatety  cen> 
veoed.  Bat>  then,  "laws  canoot  be  caaoced  with 
convenient  despatch."  Let  as  not  tBdalge  the 
ehkncrioal  hope  of  a  Giovevament  exempt  fraia 
every  poluical  inemventeMe,  more  than  of  aa 
animal  existence  free  from  the  infiraaittae  of  aa- 
ture.  The  pooderoas  strength  (rf  the  vlephaat 
and  the  swiftness  of  the  greyhonad,  are  ootfoona 
naited.  Tbe  vigor  aod  promptinide  of  despotism 
aoeerd  not  with  the  freedom  aad  public  virtoe  o( 
repaUiean  Oovernmcota.  Wb^e  we  enjoy  the 
iavaloiMe  blaaaiag  of  IMierty,  lei  as  not  aavmor 
at  the  uivial  price  w«  w.  Despatch,  ta  Iww^ 
making,  is  ineontisteBt  with-ddibaradva  fireedoH. 
Forianately  it  is  not  ta  ilarif  amiafity  of  ^cat 
value.  Despatch  is  csscMial  in  the  eaewtian  of 
taws^  but  salatary  cau^n  shoald  preside  in  the 
nakiaff  of  them.  Five  timca  in  the  ccmrse  ctf  the 
last  sessioa  this  "  necessity^  for  speedy  legiialatiea 
forced  the  previooe  qoestion  od  tbe  httk  and  co»> 
scriptioo  bills;  yet  ao  purely  imaginary  was  lbs 
^  necessity,"  that  »o  hjgialaiton  took  place  npan 
than— none  were  enacted  into  laws.  An  ineni- 
gent  ittdividaal  is  bow  scarcely  to  foe  fovnd  in  the 
United  Stales  who  will  not  admit  timt  the  eon* 
ioterooorse  proiiect,  to  establish  whiBfa,witfa  eoa- 
veaient  expediuon,  was  the  juattiyh^  ead  of  the 
first  outrage  eo  free  dcbM^  was  beyond  aaeasare 
stUy  and  misahievoBs.  Legislate  iaha^,  and  yan 
are  aare  to  repent  mtleimre.  But  it  Is  *'<neceasary 
there  shooM  be  a  .poirar  to  correet  abaaea  of  the 
right  of  speeob."  I  admit  yea  have  the  legiti- 
mate power  to  cornet  aboaeB,  hat  yoa  have  aaae 
to  ahoUah  the  right.  Yoa  amy  correct  them,  if  it 
is  foand  expedient,  by  reatrictia^  etill  more  At 
fVe^aency  of  meebes ;  by  pnmittiag  wide  ttd 
gemtral  diBenanoas  cmlyeo  sabjeets  which  Jtlr 
bria^  into  view  the  state  of  the  nation  ;  by  a(f> 
moaation  from  the  Chair  against  caMial  wsnidev- 
ings;  by  theeeasura  of  tbe  House  for  obeiinat* 
aad  coacemptuous  abuses  of  iu  patienee;  by  as- 
sign tag  qiecffio  days  for  speeific  banness,  and 
eontinmng  thesession  natil  the  bouiness  bedone; 
and,  above  all,  by  the  most  poweifol  of  all  cer> 
rectives— by  aoarked  iaatientioa  to  the  e^ions 
of  vaoity  and  folly.  The  two  last  rcmediea  which 
I  have  mentioaed,  have  been  found  aH-soOeieBt 
in  the  British  Hoose  of  Comatons.  A  debate 
there,  on  an  interesting  satgeet,  takaa  plaaecttfaa 
Bi^MBted  day,  and  is  aewedfy  ever  adjauHMd 
over.  If  the  prolongatioB  of  ddiate  hetOi  fiem 
day  to  day,  be  injarious  to  tbe  pnblie  hminMih 
why  do  we  adjoarn  it  from  day  to  day?  Say  not 
that  you  pot  down  freedom  of^  speech  from  "ae- 
cessitTj"  when  yoa  are  governed  nmely  by  tbe 
fear  of  a  cold  dinner.  Inattention  to  vanity  aad 
foUy  I  hoMaboiobea  jaatifiafalaandaftafibe«Nl 


ft— rffcig  Jfcito  Mncf  €nbm. 
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MMdf.  N«t  that  I  womU  eouml  to  pat  (town 
a  spesker  by  eoDTwntioD,  rude  nowea,  or  amy 
MM  indMeot  espfeasisas  of  disMti^wtioD,  but 
wlwD  tbe  loT«  of  ttlkii^  erideotly  the  better 
9(  modesty  aod  foed  f eaae,  and  tbis  superiority 
was  often  imiajfeited,  the  orator  should  declaim 
to  empty  bcBchM,  Every  man  has  a  right  to 
epeak,  bat  every  map  has  ako  an  imprescriptible 
nfht  to  meoc  bis  ears  and  his  brain  fi'om  the  io- 
vasion  of  aoasense.  This  remedy  might  not  pro- 
dooeaa  iostaniaDeotu  core,  but  ft  would  prore 
eficaeiou  in  the  end  ;  at  least  as  effieacioas  as 
most  remedies  for  the  disorders  which  infest  a 
poJitieal  aomaaanitr.  It  is  not  more  essmtial  to 
the  vell-bein^  of  this  body  to  prerent  abases  of 
the  ffeeiom  ^  speech,  thao  to  the  writ^ne  of 
the  Stale  to  prcveot  abases  o{  the  freedom  oT  ac- 
tioB.  Beeetne  erimeseecBsimiany  escape  DBpoB- 
ished  from  tefeets,  either  "  in  tbe  evidence  in  the 
law,  or  tbe  applieatioD  of  the  Imw^"  does  it  there- 
fore beeotm  ''necessary"  to  abolish  ciTilliberty 
throngb  the  land?  So  with  all  your  correetires 
there  will  be  occasional  trespasses  on  decorum, 
by  naaecessaiy  and  tedious  haraoguea.  But  is  it 
oa  that  accouot  necessary  to  put  tSie  Honse  under 
MTtial  tvtmnny  7  WUI  yon  onre  a  wen  \»  cw- 
^offUMhcM?  Redrosa^atHue  hjr  MMluwtWff 

"  Bat  the  m^jof iiy  have  a  rifhl  to  govem.  It 
is  for  iheaa  n  say  inMi  disenssiDa  shall  end  and 
action  ht^n."  If  by  right,  sir,  be  meant  power, 
Mseruon  is  aorreou  Or,  if  by  goTeramcnt  be 
menat  only  regnlation  within  the  compact  of  «- 
Mciatioa,  u  is  equally  eorreet.    Bat  that  a  nn- 
merieal  s^Jortiy  of  any  society  has  a  perfect 
timbt  lo  doas  it  pleases,  is  the  most  impious  of 
pMitieai  hereues;  anda  majority,  acting  on  such 
an  asMintKion,  is  the  most  dreadful  of  all  des^o- 
Usaa.   The  primary  otqeot  of  law  is  an  aesocia- 
liaat  of  eqaals,  the  faaaameBtal  pviaoiple  of  the 
ooca||aet  is  to  lostriet  the  j^ysieal  sorereigaiy 
wilhiu  aaoral  limits.  In  a  lUpabUoaa  Qororn- 
meat  this  ie-done  by  CMstitaiional  ehartflrst  by 
specific  del^ations  «  power  to  diaiiaet  and  ae- 
oeoBtahle  aninia,  by  oaths,  by  the  jaflneaee  of 
patriotism,  and  lore  of  fame.  In  GtoTernments 
■M  repahlMaa,  it  is  effeMed  1^  oreaitng  a  poltti- 
eal  dMiMt  from  the  phyueal  sevcrei^y;  by 
TWtmf  tha  power  of  the  Govwament  in  a  king 
n  aa  arwcoeracy.   Sw,  a  majority  naeontroUed 
by  rule — unlimited  in  power-^ttoembarrassed  by 
impedimante  lo  actioa— -fiod  it  where  you  may, 
in  anatioii,iaaviU«ge,  in  a  deliberative  body— -is 
msmle,  cynony,  oppression,  caprice,  crnelty  and 
MBfiuioBi  aaythiag  but  free  goverament.  The 
majority  here,  like  majorities  elsewhere,  where 
civil  aad  political  liberty  prevails,  have  a  right 
to.govexo  aoeocdiag  to  tbe  preecribed  rule  i  and 
wh<aa  rale  it  about  to  be  foriaed  for  limiting  their 
aetioB,  it  should  be  a  rule  vhiah  may  iadeed  pro- 
tect the  rights  «f  which  it  adeets  to  have  a  eaie. 
NotajMmioal  rule,  which  imimses  ao  restraint. 
Nat  a  rule  wUck  leaves  every  right  to  the  mercy 
af  nntiniled  sway.  "  Strike,"  said  the  illustrious 
AthMten  10  hia  amnrauder, "  hot  hear  me."  The 
Int  nay  be  yoar  right,  the  second  ia  mine. 


H.  ofR. 


Such  is  tbe  langaagf  to  the  maiority.  It  is  your 
privilege  to  decide,  oat  the  minority  have  a  right 
to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Chairmas,  it  is  a  maxim  in  the  bill  ef 
i^bts  of  the  Oeestitutten  of  that  Sute,  to  which 
you,  (Mr.  Yahcbt)  aad  myself,  have  the  honor 
t«  belong,  that  "a  frcqoeat  recarreace  to  funda- 
menttl  priaeiplea  is  necessary  to  tbe  preservatkn 
of  petttical  ItDerty."  In  the  bostle  of  iacessaat 
action,  in  tbe  animatad  eoMesu  of  parties,  goad- 
i«g  and  goaded  by  each  other^  in  the  paroxysm* 
ef  p^itioal  fever,  these  princifHes  will  be  feiM- 
teu.  It  is  prodanee,  it  is  duty,  «o  avail  •aracrvefr 
of  a  season  whan  passion  is  loUcd  and  vtasan 
is  free  to  aeii  wlm  the  pratematural  cxetteiiMt 
has  abated}  to  review  past  errors  and  ginad 
against  their  reourreooe.  The  rule  in  qucstian 
oi^ht  not  toezist.  No  majority  should  be  (rusted 
with  it.  A  majority  never  oan  be  found  who 
will  BSC  it  discreetly.  Tkeday  you  main  a  man 
a  etvre,  it  has  been  said,  yon  deprive  him  ef  half 
Ms  virtee.  Theday  you  make  him  a  despot  yea 
rob  him  of  all.  Human  nature  oam»ot«sitdafe 
nKmited  power,  aad  bodies  of  a»en  -are  not 
mere  dieoreet  in  their  tyramy  than  iodividaal 
tyrant?.  This  rule  is  not  needed  for  any  IqrM- 
mate  purpose.  Every  oae  of  its  fair  objects  may 
beennrered  either  by  a  me^a  «»  postpone  toia 
daf  eeriaiD,  or  by  the  motion  Isr  iadefinite  poei* 
ponenient.  I  speak  in  this  respect  fraaa  ex- 
peri  enee.  Tea  years  since,  on  «  revisal  of  itke 
rules  of  order  in  the  most  nnoeroos  braoeh  ef 
the  Legtslalare  of  North  Carolina,  the  piseiai 
qoestioD  was  eacp— gad.  It  has  devet  ainee  kna 
known  there,  nor  has  any  luhsiqasnt  Ltfiilatwe 
wperienoed  meonvenienee  from  tbewani<rfi«. 

This  moment  is  peculiarly  fevorable  for  ata 
Impartial  decision  on  the  proposition  before  nk. 
The  return  of  peace  has  brought  about  a  newordte 
of  things,  which  must  befollowed  bymodifleatitnu 
of  parties  impossible  to  be  distinctly  foreseen.  !&• 
teresta  which  have  been  heretofore  opposed  wdl 
f»e  found  acting  in  concert;  and  jealousies  and 
enmities,  which  a  common  f^eliaghas  suppressed, 
will  be  roused  into  activity.  There  are  few, 
perhaps  there  is  no  intelligent  member  of  this 
body,  in  whose  theories  and  maxims  of  political 
philosophy,  th^ichaDges  and  trials  though  which 
we  have  jHissed,  have  not  produced  some  atten- 
tion. Besides,  an  event  approaches,  which  in 
every  free  country  is  necessarily  accompanied 
by  party  mutations;  the  Executive  power  is  about 
to  change  hands.  At  this  moment  no  one  clb 
confidently  pronounce  whether  before  this  Con- 
gress closes  ne  will  be  foond  among  the  majority 
or  minority  of  the  House.  This  then  n  the 
auspicious  moment  for  putting  down,  with  one 
consent,  this  odious  tyranny.  The  victims  of 
oppression  should  disdain  to  become  its  Jnstni- 
ments;  the  possessors  of  arbitrary  power  know 
not  how  soon  they  may  be  compelled  to  feel  its 
injustice. 

The  Committee  rose*  without  coming  to  aur 
decision  on  the  question}  and  tbe  HoQie  ad- 
jooined. 


Standing  Mm  and  Orden. 
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SATDBDAr,  Jmnwy  30. 

Mr.  Athbrtom  presented  a  petition  of  the  own- 
-ers  of  six  cotton  spinning  mills,  in  the  towns  of 
JHew  Ipswich  and  Mason  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  praying  ttTat  the  importation  of  cot- 
ton goods  from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  may  be  prohibited,  and  that  additional  da- 
ties  maybe  imposed  on  cotton  goods  imported 
fkom  other  places. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Bdrwell  presented  a  memorial  of  Dr. 
James  Smith,  the  agent  appointed  tn  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  the  27tn  of  February,  1813, "  to  en- 
courage vaccination,"  containing  such  represen- 
tations as  he  belieres  will  induce  Congress  to 
giTC  that  farther  and  more  ample  encouragement 
to  raccinatioQ  which  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  oiur  eovniry  so  imperiomly  demand,  aeeom- 
puiiad  with  the  ontUeaa  of  a  plan  for  the  more 
«SBetnal  •nconrageraent  of  raeoinatloa  in  the 
United  Slates;  which  was  referred  to  Messrs. 

I     BUBWGLL,  COHOICT,  CrAWFOSD,  QOLIWBOBODOB, 

and  Hi-naoN.  • 

Mr.  CoNDicT,  from  the  Committee  of  Reriaal 
end  Uofinislied  Business,  made  a  report,  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Speazbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioaer  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  land  commis- 
atoacrs  for  the  western  district  of  tbe  late  Terri- 
tory  of  Orleans,  now  Slate  of  Louisiana ;  which 
was  raterred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

A  Message  reeeifed  yesterday  from  tbe  Pbbbi- 
Burr,  was  t^wned  and  read.  It  transmits  a  state- 
BNit  of  aeourreoces  at  Fort  Jackson,  in  1814, 
dutiog  the  negotiation  of  a  treatj  with  the  In- 
dian^  and  recommends  a  eomphance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  friendly  Indians,  in  graoting  cer- 
tain lands  to  General  Jackson  and  others.  The 
Message  was  reierred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  bill  from  this 
House,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  tbe  commerce 
between  the  United  States  and  the  territories  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  according  to  the  conren- 
tioB  concluded  the  3d  day  of  July  1815,  and  the 
ratifications  of  which  were  extbanged  on  the 
S2A  day  of  December,  1815. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  required  to  lay  before  the  House 
tn  aeeouDt  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  Treasnry,  (distinguishing  the  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  and  the  sales  of  public  lands, 
mm  the  other  sources  of  reTenne;  and  distin* 
gaishing  the  expenditures  on  accoant  of  the 
Army,  of  the  Indian  Deiartment,  of  the  Navy, 
and  or  Foreign  Intercourse,)  from  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1789,  up  to  the  last  accounts  made  up  at 
the  Treasury. 

The  House  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  tbe  Senate  respecting  the  conreniion 
to  regulate  commerce  between  thie  territories  of 
the  United  States  and  Oreat  Britain,  which  bill 
Mr.  FoRBTTH  had  moved  to  r^ect,  Mr.  Hanson 


bad  moved     postpone  isdefiiritdy,  and  wMeh 
was  finally  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Hanson's  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative;  Mr.  Fobbtth  withdrew 
bis  motion ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

THE  REVENUE. 

Tbe  House,  on' motion  of  Mr.  Lowndss,  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  W&ide, 
on  the  remainder  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Waf  s  and  Means,  embracing  sundry  propo- 
sitions in  respect  to  the  revenue. 

The  resolve  first  in  order  having  been  ited,  in 
the  following  words : 

R€»ohedr  llialiseqwdiMitaotoamettdtheaettMt. 
titled  "An  ut  to  provide  ndditkraal  xevflaoes  for  defrw- 
iog  the  expenses  of  Government  tad  maintaiiung  the 
public  credit,  by  lading  a  direct  tax  apon  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
same,"  passed  on  the  9th  Januaiy,  1816,  as  to  r^ace 
the  direct  tax  to  be  levied  for  tbe  year  I8I6,  and  snc- 
ceeding  years,  to  three  Bullions ;  and,  also,  so  to  amenl 
the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to  provida  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government  and  main-  j 
taining  the  paUic  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  vpon  ' 
the  District  o(  Colnmbia,"  passed  on  tbe  S7th  of  FcIh 
mary,  1816,  as  to  reduce  tbe  direct  tax  to  be  levied 
therein,  annnally,  to  $9,999  SO. 

Mr.  Lownobs  entered  into  a  defence  of  the 
measure ;  the  effect  of  which,  he  said,  was  nothing  i 
else  than  to  take  ewaycertain  taxes  of  the  people 
and  to  substitute  in  their  stead  others  that  woirid 
be  less  severely  felt.  Id  answer  to  an  assertion  i 
made  by  Mr.  Ramoolpb  on  a  former  day,  tiwt  | 
the  permanent  duties  would  be  sufficient  for  the  i 

Eublie  exigencies  without  resorting  to  double  oaes^ 
e  begged  the  Hottee  to  recollect  that,  in  the  year 
1818,  Uie  demands  upon  the  public  Treasory 
would  be  ten  millions  and  a  half,  fbr  the  ffaval 
and  Military  BstabHsbmeniB,  while  the  revenue 
from  imposts  could  be  estimated  at  no  more  tbaa 
twelve  millions — so  that  there  would  remain  only 
one  million  and  a  half  to  answer  the  other  ex- 
penditures of  the  Qovernment. 

Mr.  Lowndbs,  in  the  course  of  bis  speech,  hot 
much  of  which  was  intended  as  a  reply  to  Mr. 
Randouh's  late  speech,  which  indisposition 
compelled  him  to  make  much  shorter  than  be 
originally  intended,  ascribed  to  Mr.  RAKOOLfH  a 
change  of  opinion  respecting  the  expedieaey  of 
paying  off  tbe  public  debt. 

Mr.  Randolph  denied  the  change  of  opiofoo 
imputed  to  him ;  he  held  the  same  opinions  re- 
specting public  debts,  and  the  apfdieaUMi  of  the 
public  funds,  that  he  ever  had  deu ;  bat  the  bet- 
efits  of  experience  would  be  lost  upon  him  if  be 
did  not  know  that  whenever  a  Ministry,  no  mat- 
ter whether  it  was  tbe  Ministry  of  an  elective 
President  or  an  bwreditary  Kiog,  chose  to  sap|df 
the  deficiencies  created  by  their  own  incapacity 
or  profusion,  they  were  never  at  a  loss  to  eoojore 
up  pretences ^or  iaying  their  hands  on  tbe  poNie 
money.  So  lar  from  objeoting  to  tbe  paymeat 
of  the  public  debt,  he  would  wish  to  pay  it  op  to 
the  very  day,  for  he  tbooght  that  neither  a  nation 
with  a  great  pnblie  debt,  nor  a  nation  (h«t  bad  a 
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gnx  orergrowD  revBsae  to  be  cMrfleoted,  could 
{MMtiblr  be  free.   Tbe  fiieilUf  of  borrowing,  ren- 
dered Ministers  profuse,  aod  ennbled  them  to  io- 
rdlve  their  nstion  io  iDeziricable  embarrassments, 
obuiniog'  more  money  than  could  be  drawo 
from  tbe  fair  resources  of  the  country,  and  be 
meotiooed  the  case  of  Britaia  as  one  io  point. 
That  nation,  he  said,  was  once  considered  by  some 
statesmen  as  likely  to  sink  under  the  weight  of  its 
debt;  how  came  it,  then,  that  she  was  since  able 
to  increase  that  debt  so  enormously,  and  that  after 
that,  she  was  able  to  keep  on  foot  a  oary  tbe 
most  nnmcrons  and  powarfol  in  tbe  worl^  and 
.ao  army  of  eight  haadred  thonand  men;  and 
that  she  was  not  only  able  to  maiiitain  all  thi^ 
t  bat  ID  siibMdize  all  tbe  nationa  of  Europe  whom 
she  could  prerail  upon  to  fight  against  France? 
For  his  par^  he  eould  not  but  look  with  affright 
aad  abhorreece  at  the  debt  created  by  the  war, 
yet  he  would  vote  to  pay  it  to  the  last  cent;  but 
what  a  pittore  of  waste  and  prodigality  most  that 
I   be  which  rendered  the  proposed  system  of  taza- 
i   tido  oecMsary  !  It  was  not,  he  said,  io  the  power 
of  anyargameot  of  his  to  place  tbe  miamanage- 
meat  of  public  affairs  io  so  strong  a  light  as  was 
iSbrded  by  tbe  simple  fact,  that  the  old  impost 
aod  tonnage  duties  were  not  sufficient  to  defray 
die  public  expenses  without  interoal  taxes  to  a 
commensurate  amount.  If  tbe  honorable  ^atle- 
Duo  woald  apply  all  (he  reventies  from  the  impost 
ud  toMtage  to  the  liquidation  of  the  public  debt. 
I  ud  more  should  be  fouod  wanting,  Mr.  R.  saiu 
I  Im  would  go  any  length  to  pay  wbaterer  more 
■honld  be  wanting;  Mt  be  was  averse  to  tax  the 
^ple  for  an  enormous  Peace  Bitablisbment, 
which  Jie  thoogbi  nt^  only  nonecessary,  but  mis- 
chiftTMia.    Respecting  tbe  payment  of  tbe  debt, 
ha  w«»  not  disposed  to  draw  favorable  inferences 
fiton  tbe  past.  If  io  twenty-three  yean  they  had 
Bol  been  able  to  pay  seTeoty  millions,  in  what 
time  eonid  they  hope  to  pay  one  hundred  and 
many  odd  millions;  and  what  probability  was 
there  that  pMwe  would  last  long  enough  to  make 
an  iropreaaion  of  any  oonsequenoa  on  the  public 
deb^  white  the  eoantry  was  loaded  with  sneb 
ezpeasire  establishnients? 

He  was  averse  to  so  vast  a  Military  Establish- 
ment, not  only  on  aecount  of  the  expense,  but  of 
tbe  daagar.  if  Ministers  wanltd  war,  there  were 
no  aeain  ao  likely  to  proenre  it  for  them  aa  an 
overgrown  Military  EstabliahmeDt.  MtUiary  nen 
were  food  of  glory,  the  eouatiuienc  elemeota  of 
which  were  blood  and  taxes ;  -and  if  Oovemment 
were  ambUioos  of  a  second  Punic  war,  their  Mil* 
iury  Batablishmeni  was  tbe  direct  road  to  it;  be 
wonld  therefore,  he  said,  apply  the  whole  of  their 
iCBooroea  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  national 
debt.  And  here  be  remarked,  that  Mr.  LowNDsa'a 
calculation  ikT  twelve  millions,  being  tbe  amount 
of  the  impost  duties,must  be  a  mistake.  The  re- 
ports fiwB  tbe  New  York  custom-house  pat  down 
that  estimate.  Such  an  estimue  might,  indeed, 
tttswer  tbe  purpose  of  inducing  them  to  adopt 
the  system  of  internal  taxation,  which  he  con- 
lideied  as  the  introduction  of  certain  ruto  to  the 
eoustiy.  Much  as  ha  bad  dtpraoaMd  the  war,  if 


it  was  made  a  pretext  to  saddle  the  country  with 
internal  taxaiioo--if  it  was  onlva  deviee  to  make 
the  people  take  the  yoke  more  kindly,  and  to  fill 
tbe  country  with  a  host  of  excisemen,  vermin 
the  most  noxious  to  tbe  eyes  of  freemen— be  said 
his  opinion  of  the  war  would  be  changed,  and 
changed  much  for  tbe  worse.  The  House  bad 
been  tried  with  internal  taxation  before  the  war, 
bat  were  restive  and  would  not  take  to  it ;  so  to 
make  them  fall  into  it  kindly,  war  was  declared— 
for,  was  it  not  known  that  the  war  was  defended 
on  that  very  principle  1 

Well,  war  was  declared;  the  coast  of  the  coun- 
try was  ravaged  by  the  enemy;  and  the  onjoiity 
swallowed  the  phyne,  bitter  as  it  was,  for  the 
sake  of  the  war;  but  stiil  it  was  on  the  condition 
Uiat  when  the  war  should  cease,  tbe  physic  sbonld 
be  changed.  The  war  had  eeased,  and  was  the 
hitter  potion  changed?  Nol  AaiMtii*rep«teiuiii*— 
the  draiwht  was  to  be  repeated,  and  it  was  now 
held  to  their  lii>s.  This  however  was,  he  feared, 
but  the  beginning;  the  colt  was  loo  yoniw  yet 
awhile  to  carry  full  weight  at  tbe  first  backing; 
he  might  grow  restive  if  they  put  on  twenty  stone 
till  he  was  a  little  belter  broke  In ;  but  if  the 
House  bore  ibis,  they  would  soon  bear  of  more 
being  necessary.  Before  another  three  and  twenty 
years  should  elapse,  there  would  be  another  har- 
vest of  glory  to  be  reaped ;  and  the  same  son^ 
would  be  sung  over  and  over  again,  till  at  last  it 
would  fare  with  tbe  United  Stales  as  it  fared 
with  Great  Britain,  who  was  saddled  with  a 
debt  which  sent  her  laborera  at  night  supperleie 
to  bed. 

Mr.  R.  pointed  out  the  dangerous  bearing  of  a 

Sreat  public  debt  upon  repahlican  institutions,  and 
welt  particularly  on  Uie  ascendency  which  the 
handling  of  public  money  gave  to  iiraividuals;  to 
collect  money,  he  said,  was  power,  wisdom,  hap- 
piness, infinenee,  everything.  The  possession  of 
ibat  influence  had  ever  been  Altai  to  nations,  aad 
what  exemption  had  we  from  it  %  It  was  about 
the  period  of  tbe  Revolutionary  war,  that  one  of 
the  most  splendid  of  English  writers  gave  this 
definition  of  monarchy :  speaking  of  that  anomaly 
presented  by  the  Oovemment  ofRome  under  the 
•econd  Emperor,  Augustas,  when  the  forms  of 
the  old  Roman  commonwealth  were  preserved, 
aod  there  were  tribanea  and  consuls,  as  well  as  in 
tbe  Ume  of  Soipio,  he  aays,  that  ^  every  Qovem- 
'  meat  in  whieh  a  aiagle  magistrate,  by  whatem 
*  title  he  may  be  eaUed,  is  intrastad  with  tbe  eze- 
'  otttion  of  the  laws,  tbe  command  of  the  military, 
'  and  the  distribution  of  the  poblie  revennes,  is  a 
'  monarchy."  It  remained,  then,  for  the  House  to 
deternune  whether  they  would  abaadtm  the  prin- 
ciples contended  for  at  the  Revolution,  aod  make 
this  measure  the  corner-stone,  upon  which  they 
would  build  up  a  system  of  taxation  which  would 
t«nd  the  American  as  well  as  the  Britisb  did  tbe 
European  lahwer,  snpperless  to  bed. 

Mr.  R.  declared,  that  his  opinions  of  men  had 
uodergooe  no  radical  change ;  he  bad  the  same 
faith  m  sinking  funds  as  ever— but  very  little 
when  in  the  bands  of  that  bang  whieh  a  philoso- 
pber  bad  defined  to  be  a  two-legged  anftatbeied 
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Mima).  He  bad  gmt  rcipeet  for  retiffioa  ;  bat 
UMt  letpeet  ww  not  dn«D  from  in]BMtti«iiy  nor 
from  the  nQguioary  ec*!  of  Qocca  Mary,  aor 
ftOB  tb«  4ispoHlioD  of  eT«ry  Mot  to  ptraeaatoall 
otban.  80  11  was  witb  regard  to  sinkiD^  foods ; 
Jw  koew  tbeir  history  froiB  ib«  lioie  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  down  to  the  {tressot  ipcombcot  of  the 
TreaBory,  and  be  knew  that  they  were  always 
perrertect  from  their  jost  deetioatioa  to  Minrcr 
the  purposes  of  erery  Mioister,  when  oeeeMity 
required  it.  Wbeo  the  prodigaltiy  or  iocafaeity 
of  Miaisters  rendered  a  supply  expcdieot,  the 
•akiog  food  was  resorted  to,  aod  oeeesuty  was 
Jibe  pm.  Were  -moBay  wished  for,  Mid  iw  plaa- 
iiUe  neeeeeity  were  imnwdnitely  at  haod,  why 
1km  create  a  neeeanty.  He  mwt  be  m  nry 
bunker  in  bis  trade  who  eould  not  do  thai.  That 
physieno  most  be  a  botch,  iadeed,  who  eoold  oet 
kcm  the  aatiaiit  in  bed.  Proridcd  the  nosey  be 
desired,  this  uecetsity  oerer  wilt  be  wa«tio| ;  for 
Mver  w»  there  a  beiag  hi  the  shape«faldiaiBt«r 
so  ofHilempttbU  as  oot  to  be  able  te  fiod  or  to  create 
it.  Mr.  R.  coDoluded  with  saytog;,  that  the  iwaor- 
aUe  gentlentae's  estimetiug  the  aoooal  prodaee 
of  the  impoBt  aod  toanage  at  iweWe  miUioas  must 
be  a  mistake,  stooe  it  was  as  mueii  as  that  fiAeeo 
yean  an>.  The  eouotvy  had  io  that  time  doubled 
tn  popauuioD,  aad  more  tbaa  dotibled  ia  wealth. 
And  if  they  who  held  the  reios  of  Ooretomeat 
wouU  only  diapeuse  with  ow  r^olatioo,  iastead 
of  being  obliged  to  lay  new  lases  for  resotucas, 
they  would  Mve  had  a  eoosidenUe  ororpUu  iu 
tk€  Tre8snr]r< 

The  question  being  about  to  be  pot  oo  the  fiast 
reaohUioD— 

Mr.  Cult  said,  be  ap^ored  of  the  general  sys- 
tem contained  ia  thiar^ort, and,  with  some  mod- 
ificatioDBj  Aotdi  give  it  his  support;  but  he 
tbmight  It  was  susceptible  <^  amendment.  He 
tbooght  ike  amount  of  the  Iwid  (ax  too  high  for 
the  ordtoary  season  of  ^aec.  It  was  not  neoes- 
s«y  to  go  into  an  ioqoiry  at  tbis  moment,  whe- 
ther the  land  does  not  eventaally  pay  all  taxet, 
in  wbaterer  shape  levied  or  eolleefced ;  bat  he  laid 
^nrn  the  general  priociple,  that  in  time  of  peace 
we  should  look  to  foreign  inportatlous  as  the 
chief  source  of  rereoue ;  aod  io  war,  when  they 
are  cut  off,  that  it  was  time  enough  to  dtaw  deep- 
W  on  our  iotemal  lesoiRoea.  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
tWN«hl  we  onght  to  nduoe  the  laad  tax  etitl 
k»w«r  than  proposed,  and  also  some  other  of  the 
taxes  which  uppeared  most  burdensome  io  their 
satuie ;  retaiung  enoagh  to  keep  the  system  of 
intamai  tanrtioo  so  organised,  as  that  aa  addi- 
tion 10  the  existing  taxes  caly  wonld  be  oeoes- 
iary  to  produce  immediately  such  an  aeeewton  to 
the  revnue  as  should  EuUte  it  adsqnate  to  the 
neeesndes  of  the  country.  Mr.  C.^s  plan  was  to 
make  np  for  his  proposed  decrease  of  the  direet 
tax,  by  an  iacrease  of  the  duties  on  imports.  He 
wished  to  reduce  the  direct  tax  to  two  millioas, 
or  to  a  million  and  a  half;  and  when  that  prop- 
eeition  was  decided  00,  he  was  desirous  of  pro- 
petiog  another,  that  the  tax  should  be  limited  to 
«M  year,  ao  as  to  make  it  a  tax  from  year  to 
yctt,  instead  of  a  tax  without  limitation.  ( 


Mr.  HaaDiM  dooiecd  to  sttibe  out  the  whets 
amooDt  proposed,  so  as  to  leare  the  sum  itanki 
which  blank  he  should  be  opposed  to  filling  at 
all.  He  was  opposed  to  any  direct  tax  for  the 
purpose  of  expenstre  Military  aod  Naral  Bs- 
tabliBbmcDtfl  ;  and  said  be  should  oier  someday 
next  week,  if  no  other  member  would,  a  molioo 
that  tbe  Army  Establisbmeot  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Cut  so  varied  his  awtion,  to  aaeomme 
date  his  colleague,  «s  to  move  to  etrike  oat  the 
som  entirely,  and  leave  in  the  reselatkm  a  blart, 
to  be  filled  as  the  House  should  tbiuk  proper. 

Mr.  Rahdoi^h  was  oppoaed  to  the  motion  10 
reduce  the  direct  tax.  Altbouffh  opposed  to  any. 
part  of  the  system,  he  preferred  the  dtaeet  lax  10 
the  excise,  beeauac,  every  mm  thau  knew  sad  , 
Mt  what  he  bad  to  pay.  He  was  in  favor  of 
makiog  the  direct  tax  aa  annual  bill,  «a  propoMtf 
by  the  Speaker,  but  expreesed  his  an^xriae  «t  the 
Speaker's  opinion  thai,  in  pcaoe.  w«  should  rely 
on  the  imposts  for  reTeau^-aud,  in  w«r,  on  itfir-  ; 
aal  taxation,  &c.  > 

Mr.  Debha  spc^  ia  iaror  of  a  repeal  «f  the 
direct  tax,  and,  id  support  of  it,  urged  seme  orgu- 
meots  aot  distinctly  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Cut  made  a  few  remarks  in  rep^  (o  Mr. 
Rahdolph  and  Mr.  Hakoui,  a^  wont  on  to  re- 
mark:— It  had  been  mid,  that  this  was  a  time  of 
pri^ound  peaee.  It  was  true,  we  were  happily  at 
peace  with  all  the  world ;  but  who  knew  how  , 
long  it  would  be  our.good  Ibrtune  to  icaaio  so?  ; 
What  was  the  Meaent  elate  of  our  ralatioBS  to  ! 
Old^iaia?  Wlm  could  uc{,w  any.  with  certainty,  j 
how  far  it  might  be  prapcv  to  aid  the  peupla  ei  | 
South  Ameriita  iu  i«gard  to  tlte  establishment  ef  I 
th«r  indepeadoiee?  He  did  not  know  bow  other  | 
people  thougbt  on  those  aotjects,  but  they  mnie 
a  serions  impresaion  on  his  miad.  We  have  rs- 
cently  heard,  said  he,  and  1  believe  the  iaforma- 
tiou  came  from  the  Mioister  himself,  tiiat  a  d^ 
raaad  ha*  been  made  by  the  Mmistcr  of  the  Span- 
ish  Gtoverament  of  the  surrender  of  a  part  of  the 
soil  of  the  country;  he  meant  that  part  of  the 
country  formerly  koowo  by  the  name  of  West 
Florida,  which  lies  west  of  the  Petdido,  and  pert 
of  which  is  now  iacorpor«eed  in  the  Stale  of 
Louisiaan.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  not  apeall,  in 
the  terau  in  which  be  might  be  authociasd  10 
speak,  of  the  impudence  of  sueh  a  deoMud;  but 
he  fiontidtred  it  mduative  «f  the  genatal  dtqxa- 
tioa  of  the  GoTenuneat  which  that  Hiaisiet  np- 
reaented.  BcMde^he  ashed,  was  the  slaM  ef 
Bnrape  seuled?  Jivery  one  had  heard  of  die 
proceedings  of  the  Coagsese  of  European  poteu* 
tates  at  vieona ;  we  heard,  too,  that  their  ideas 
of  legitimate  govenmani  were  earned  10  an  ea- 
tent  destructive  of  every  ^inti|^le  ef  liberty  t  we 
hare  seen  these  dociriaes  applied  to  create  and 
overthrow  dynasties  at  will.  Do  we  know,  eaid 
he,  whether  we  shall  escape  their  iofluenee  7  Do 
we  not  know,  though  no  such  tntentiou  may  exict 
at  present,  we  shall,  by  adopting  that  policy  which 
recommeads  a  reduction  of  the  Army  and  N*'!] 
invite  their  -attention  to  oar  weakness  9  Mr.  C 
said,  be  was  for  preserviag  the  system  of  iatenal 
revenue,  on  a  redoeed  scale.  He  wanted  to  ate 
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Bnrape  wided ;  to  see  the  relations  bvtwno  this 
floamry  Md  Spain  pkeed  on  a  footing  which 
WMJd  inwre  traDqaillitir  oo  our  borders.  Uotii 
hvmr  theae  things,  be  was  aot  for  exnaastiog  tbs 
porse  of  the  countrjr  of  the  ftnds  aeeessarj  to 
eamUe  it  to  nndieate  its  rights  at  home,  or,  if 
Bcaeartry,  to  aid  ia  the  eaose  of  liberty  in  South 
America. 

Mr.  McKbs  said  he  was  in  &vor  of  leaviDg  the 
rasolotion  Uanfc  as  to  the  amoaat  of  direct  tax. 
H«  perfeody  oonesfrred  with  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
HAS0m,)  tut  anlra  a  dis position  shonld  be  man- 
ifealad  Congress,  difimot  from  anythieg  indi- 
wted  attfaer  by  the  proeeediMs  of  this  boidy,  or 
by  gonTewatioBs  oat  of  the  Hmsc,  he  Bhonld  be 
opposed  to  filling  the  fahok  at  all.  Let  me,  said 
aik  the  Speaker  (Hr.  Clat)  whether  we 
ahmM  have  dared  ia  1818  to  have  laid  a  direct 
tax  of  three  miUiMn  of  dollars,  or  any  tax  at  all, 
lor  the  pnrpase  of  soj^rtiog  the  Peace  Eittab- 
liafameK  we  aow  hare?  When  parttcalar  cir- 
onmataooes  lo  1618  d«Daaded  an  inoreaseof  oar 
Ariar^aad  of  the  Ksonrees  necessary  to  stmport 

what  was  the  eoarse  which  the  National  Le- 
gnlacare  resovted  to,  to  r»der  those  measures  pal- 
atride?  Did  are  not  say,  those  measnres  sboold 
exist  only  dnriog  war?  Did  we  not  say  tbat, 
widnn  one  year  after  the  retoni  of  peace,  the 
aatioB  shoatd  be  relieved  from  taxation?  Now 
that  peace  was  restoRd,  Ideal  dangers  were  to  be 
•aajwed  «p,  to  justify  (be  maiaieaance  of  large 
estHrfiabBeau ;  «d  where  was  the  Gorernmeat 
that  eoall  oot  at  any  tioie  oenjure  ap  reasons 
■Mkas  these?  Agaiatt  the  doctrines  whieb  his 
eoHoagae  (Mr.  Cut)  had  expressed,  and  no 
daobt  eaadidly  aad  honestly  entertained,  Mr. 
McKaa  said  be  as  sineeraljr  aad  oandidly  and 
taametly  entered  his  protest,  as  he  (Mr.  Clat) 
had  against  the  opinions  of  bis  ccrifeagne  (Mr. 
Habiun.)  The  doctrines  of  this  report,  Mr.  Mc- 
KsB  gaid,  occupied  the  f  ery  ground  whTch  was 
cakea  in  Qreat  Britain  a  oentury  ago,  end  would 
certainly  prodvce  the  same  effects  here  aa  they 
bad  done  thcre,if  like  eauBes  produce  like  efiVvts. 
Show  me  the  nation,  said  he,  with  large  expen- 
ditores  of  moaey,  larf^  taxes  to  support  it,  and  I 
wiU  show  you  a  people  who  bare  no  ^bslantiiU 
freedom,  whose  liberty  is  a  mere  phantom,  attd 
has  no  substance  in  it.  Would  any  one  say  tbat 
the  liberties  of  the  people  of  Qreat  Bvilain  were 
aot  as  welt  secured  now  as  they  were  a  century 
ago?  Theii  rights  exist  wilfa  the  same  gmran- 
te«j  lh«y  hare  the  freedom  of  press  and  of 
speeefar  why  then  du  we  sar,  and  truly  say,  the 
pec^ie  of  Great  Brhain  are  the  subjects  of  an  nn- 
nlenttog  tyranny  ?  Because  they  afe  oppressed 
hf  a  ^siem  of  taxation,  nking  from  the  mouth  of 
laber  its  bread,  and  depressing  tb6  industry  of  the 
eenntry.  Like  causes  would  produce  Hke  effects 
in  this  oountry.  Were  gentlemen  not  now  hunt- 
uig  up  causes  of  alarm  as  motives  for  maintaining 
dwae  expensive  establishmeals?  Hid  any  indi- 
ndnal  in  the  House  proposed  (o  reduce  the  na- 
iknal  expenditnre?  He  had  expected  tbe  Fiuan- 
dkl  Cmaiittee  would  have  began  its  operations 
by  fnafuimg  to  lop  off  lomn  of  those  eotereeeeneei 
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which  hare  grown  op  oat  of  the  aieeessity  of  the 
times.  There  is  aot  a  tax  on  the  statute  book  for 
which,  Mr.  Bf^.said,  he  did  not  rote;  bot  he 
did  so  to  meet  the  ooeaiioa  which  demanded 
them.  He  did  aot  vote  for  taxes  or  for  Military 
SiSUUishflMBts  at  those  times  to  saddle  the  Amer- 
ican people  with  tfaem  f«ever.  They  had  now 
answered  the  oeomsioa  for  which  it  was  said  tbey 
were  created, and  be  was  for  repealing  them; 
thoi^h  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, if  any  tntemal  tax  was  to  be  retained,  it 
ought  to  be  the  land  tax.  it  was  a  preferable  tax, 
bcoawe  it  comes  home  to  the  feelings  of  the  poor 
aad  the  rich,  every  man  feels  it ;  it  does  aot  slip 
unnoticed  through  sociMy.  Bat,  if  it  were  con- 
tinued, with  other  taxes,  unless  better  reasons 
ware  aas^ed  for  ^cm  tbaa  bad  been,  Mr.  MeS. 
said  be  was  moob  mistaken  if  gentlemen  would 
not  soon  hear  of  it  in  a  manaer  iw^itely  more 
authoritative  than  any  argutaeat  he  could  uige. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  moved  tbat  the  Committee 
should  rise;  because,  he  said,  a  fact  had  fallen 
from  the  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  which  would  hare 
much  weight  oo  tbe  proceedings  of  (he  House 
wben  it  came  properly  bcibie  them.  According 
to  the  genius  ef  this  Government,  none  of  its 
Miaiaters  had  seats  on  tbe  floor  of  (bis  House, 
and  consequently  those  members  become  tbe  me- 
dium of  eoamunicating  its  sentiments  who  stand 
high  in  the  eoi^ideaee  of  the  Bxeeutive.  Who 
•hoflW  stand  hi^  io  itscoafidenoeif  the  Speaker 
of  this  House  did  not  ?— and  he  had  made  a  de»- 
laraiion,  with  a  view  to  inftaeace  the  vote  of  the 
House,  OB  a  money  bill  toa  iBTolTing  matter  «f 
deep  and  high  import.  Mr.  R.  tUd,  be  did  net 
wi^  that  theopiniott  and  influence  of  tfaeSpeaker 
should  have  tbat  cfitot  on  the  deliberations  ef  this 
Honi^  which  it  oughtaot  to  have  in  ease  thenego- 
ttation,  if  there  was  one  peadhig,  betweoa  us  and 
Spain,  should  be  in  a  better  state  than  that  of 
wnich  tbe  gentleman  had  spoken.  If  such  w^re 
the  relatioas  between  us  and  Spain  as  he  bad  rep- 
resented, Mr.  R.  saiditmight  have,and  perbeps  he 
might  say,  ought  lo  hare,  eoneidereble  weight  oa 
the  great  questions  now  pending.  For  his  part, 
however,  Mr.  R.  said,  he,  hke  the  gentleman  irom 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  McKaa.)  could  not  be  frightened 
with  the  raw  head  and  bloody  boaes  of  Old  Spain. 
He  believed  that  General  Andrew  Jackson  and 
tbe  Tennessee  militia  would  give  a  good  accoaat 
of  all  the  Spaniu  ds  who  will  ever  Aow  themselves 
west  of  the  Perdido,  and  tbeir  red  bre^reo  the 
Greeks,  the  Choataws,  and  Beninoles,  to  booL 
— ■  [Hera  Mr.  Gi.aT  rose  to  explain,  and  Mr. 
Rahdolph  gave  way  far  the  (Hirpose.] 

Mr.  Cut  said  that,  when  up  before,  be  bad  aot 
said  nor  iatiraated,  nor  did  he  intend  to  be  under- 
stood, as  oomnanioating  any  foet  which  the  Bx- 
ecutive  was  in  possenion  of  in  relation  to  the 
views  of  Spain.  He  had  had  no  couversatioa 
with  any  member  of  the  Administration  on  the 
subject.  He  alioded  to  a  rumor,  equally  hepre- 
sumed,  in  the  possession  of  the  gentleman  iron 
Virginia  as  of  himself ;  be  had  heard  it  as  comi^ 
from  the  Minister  himself  at  a  ottblie  entertwn- 
maot.  Mr.  C.  denied  tbat  he  had  any  reladoa* 
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with  the  BxeeutiTe,  the  CalHiKt,  or  uty  of  its 
members,  other  than  any  other  member  <^  the 
House  had  or  might  bare.  He  bad  oot  bow,  Dor 
ever  bad,  uny  other  reUtioo.  Whilst  op,  if  the 
gentlemao  would  permit,  be  would  make  a  single 
remark  on  that  part  of  tbe  gentleman's  argument. 
The  gentleman  bad  sbowOj  br  the  latter  pari  of 
bis  remarks,  that  this  motion  was  whoUf  onne- 
eessary ;  for,  though  the  gentleman  had  com- 
menced by^sayiof^  that  a  fact  had  been  communi-^ 
cBted  which  would  hare  an  important  bearing 
on  tbe  question  before  the  House,  he  bad  ended 
by  saying  that,  if  tbe  fact  were  true,  he  would 
trust  to  General  Jackson  and  the  Tennessee  mi- 
litia to  drive  all  intraders  from  the  soil  in  that 

Siarter.  Mr.  C.  said  he  beliered  tbe  brarery, 
e  beroiim  of  tboie  citizens  would  be  a  safe  re- 
liaace;  bat  he  was  di^msed,  if  neeenarr,  to  afford 
then  auxiliary  aid,  dtc,  without  drawing  too 
largely  on  their  patriotism. 

Mr.  RAHDot.FH  resumed  the  floor.  Although 
the  fact  communicated  by  the  honorable  Speaker 
to  this  House  might  not  hare  come  from  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Cabinet,  nothing  could  be  more  natural 
than  for  Mr.  R.  to  suppose  it  might ;  for,  he  said, 
when  be  was  intimate  with  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet,  be  had  been  let  into  their  secrets,  aod 
perhaps  too  deeply  into  them.  Although  this 
rumor,  which  had  come,  as  the  honorable  Speaker 
had  told  them,  from  tbe  Spaoish  Minister,  might 
not  hare  any  influence  on  his  vote,  he  doubted 
whether  it  would  not  have  considerable  influence 
on  tbe  rotea  of  other  genllemeD.  It  was  oot 
logieal— in  the  iashionable  phraie  it  was  a  nan 
tmtUur^  to  say,  that  because  the  mmor  did  not 
affect  him,  it  might  not  affect  the  opioious  of 
others  i  for  perhaps  tbe  honorable  Spnker  will 
allow,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  I  am  impregnable  to  argu- 
ments of  such  a  nature.  With  respect  to  wis 
tumor,  Mr.  R.  said  ke  was  at  the  first  of  iu  He 
never  had  had  any  commnnicatioa  with  any 
Minister,  domestic  or  foreign,  but  at  his  iastauee ; 
be  never  had,  nor  erer  would  he.  He  was  now, 
be  repeated,  at  the  first  of  this  rumor.  Stated 
as  this  rumor  bad  been,  was  it  oo  cause  why  the 
Committee  should  rise?  He  thought  it  was — he 
knew  that  the  Speaker  had  not  iouroated  that  he 
had  obtained  hu  information  from  this  or  that 
source;  that,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  an  iaferenceof  bis 
evn— but,  as  far  as  languase  can  convey  ideas, 
he  was  both  deaf  and  stupid  if  the  Speaker  had 
not  intimated  that  the  state  of  our  idations  with 
Spain,  eombiaed  with  the  reported  demand  of  the 
Spanish  Minister,  would  innneaee  his  opinion  on 
Che  subject  before  tbe  House.  As  for  South 
America,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  not  going  a  tilting 
for  tbe liberliesof  tbe  peopteof  Spanish  America— 
they  came  not  to  our  aid — let  us  mind  our  own 
business ;  let  not  our  people  be  uxed  for  tbe  lib- 
erties of  the  people  of  Spanish  America.  Above 
all,  Mr.  R.  said,  be  did  not  mean  to  pour  out  tbe 
htood  and  treasure  of  bis  constituents  for  the  sake 
<^  the  people  of  Caraccas  aod  Mexico.  In  fact 
he  did  not  want  to  go  in  the  track  of  Aaroo  Burr 
or  JoQatbaa  Dayton— he  did  not  want  any  of  tbe 
^•mtoites  in  that  region  1^  conquest,  pnrcbaae, 
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or  voluntary  cession.  If  they  established  an  ta- 
dependent  government,  he  would  majntaia  wlA 
these  people,  as  with  alt  other  nations,  the  rela- 
tions of  Dcace  aod  amity.  This  strnggle  for  lib- 
erty in  South  America,  Mr.  R.  said,  would  turn 
out  in  the  end  something  like  the  French  Itheity, 
a  detestable  despotism.  Ton  cannot  raaJie  libwty. 
he  said,  out  of  Spaoish  matter — you  might  ai 
well  try  to  build  a  seventy-four  out  of  pine  sap- 
lings. What  ideas,  he  asked,  bad  tbe  Spaoiardi 
of  rational  liberty;  of  tbe  trial  byjnry;  of  tke 
right  of  habeas  eorpiu;  of  the  slow  process  by 
wnieh  this  House  mores  and  acts  ?  None— no, 
said  he,  none ;  expediency,  necessity,  tbe  previom 
question,  tbe  inquisition- these  were  ammigthc 
engines  belonging  to  their  ideas  of  gOTernmeat 
The  honorable  Spe^er  Mr.  R.  8aid,luid  told  the 
House  on  a  late  oceasioa^  that  he  saw  uaiaBces 
of  this  or  that  in  the  British  House  of  Commons; 
the  honorable  gentleman  bad  been  sent  on  a  late 
occasion  by  our  Government  to  Burope— he  had 
been  near  the  field  of  Waterloo — Mr.  R.  said  he 
was  afraid,  tbe  gentleman  bad  caught  the  iafee- 
tioo ;  that  be  bad  snuffed  the  carnage— and  when 
a  man  once  catches  that  infection,  like  that  of 
ambition  or  avarice,  whether  taken  in  tbe  naioral 
way  or  by  inoculation,  the  consequences  are  per- 
manent. What  I  said  Mr.  R.,  increaseonr  stand- 
ing army  in  time  of  peace  oo  the  suggestion  tbM 
weare  togoonacrusade  in  South  America?  Do 
I  not  understand  the  gentleman  t  [The  Spbaeh 
here  intimated  a  n^ative  to  this  question.]  I 
am  sorry  I  do  not,  aaid  Mr.  tU  I  labor  under 
two  great  mUfortanes — one  is,  that  I  can  neret 
nndersMnd  the  honornble  Speaker }  the  other  is, 
that  be  can  never  understand  me— on  aoeh  terms 
an  argument  cannot  be  maintained  between  us— 
therefore,  for  his  slfare,  Mr.  R.  aaid,  be  sheuM 
put  an  end  to  it. 

Mr.  Clay  then  rose,  and  said,  that  he  did  net 
know  how  the  gentleman  could  possibly  bare 
understood  him  as  desiring  to  augment  the  Army 
at  this  time,  or  as  desiring  to  undertake  a  cmaade 
to  South  America?  [Mr.  R.  intimated  across 
the  House,  that  be  had  inferred  his  views,  and 
not  quoted  bis  Ungnage.]  Mr.  C.  said  as  the 
question  was  fur  the  Committee  to  rise,  he  was 
precluded  from  going  into  the  general  argament, 
which  be  deferred  tilt  a  proper  opportunity. 

Mr.  Calbodm  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  for 
the  Committee  to  rise;  because,  be  said,  ^is 
waa  a  question  involniw  mcmei|to«s  cooaidara- 
tions.  On  the  ways  and  means  d^ndnd  every 
measure  of  tbe  Government.  On  tbe  decision 
of  the  questions  now  before  the  Comaaillee  de- 
pended the  question  whether  a  liberal  and  eedight- 
ened  policy  should  oharacterixe  the  measures  of 
tbe  Government.  Gentlemen  ought  tberefore  to 
proceed  with  caution.  If  gent^men'  were  of 
opinion  that  our  navy  ought  not  to  be  gradually 
improred ;  that  internal  improvements  shoald 
not  be  prosecated ;  if  these  were  their  sentiments, 
they  were  right  in  desiring  to  abolish  all  taxes. 
If  they  thought  otherwise,  it  was  absurd,  it  was 
preposterous  to  say,  that  we  should  not  lay  taxes 
on  tbe  people-  Mr.  C.  said  gentlemen  ought 
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not  to  gin  into  the  entracttd  idea,  that  taxes 
were  so  maob  money  taken  from  the  people ; 
properJy  applied,  tbe  money  proceeding  from 
taxes  was  money  nnt  out  to  the  best  possible  in- 
larest  for  tbe  people.  He  wisbed,  he  said,  to  see 
the  nation  free  from  external  danger  and  inter- 
nal diffienlty.  With  sucb  rievs,  he  could  not 
see  the  expediency  of  abolisbiog  the  system  of 
finance  established  with  so  moch  labor  and  dif- 
ficolty.  It  was  a  subject  which  ooght  to  be  ap- 
proached lerioBsly  and  deliberately.  The  broad 
qneation  waanow  before  the  House,  whether  this 
uoremment  should  act  on  an  enlarged  policy ; 
whether  it  wonld  avail  itself  of  the  experience 
of  the  last  war;  whether  it  would  be  benefitted 
by  the  mass  of  knowledfe  acquired  within  the 
few  last  years;  or  whetlwr  we  should  goon  in 
tbe  old  imbecile  okode,  contributing  by  our  mea- 
Mires  nothing  to  the  honor,  nothiog  to  the  repa- 
tation  of  tbe  eonntry.  Such  would  not  be  his 
oonrae.  He  beliered  this  great  people^  daily  ae- 
ciuiring  character  and  strength,  would  excite  the 
jeaJoosy  of  fore%n  Powers.  He  had  no  hostility 
10  l^a  Power  to  which  he  had  particular  refer- 
ence ;  bnt  be  had  a  friendship  for  his  own  coan- 
iry.  He  thought  it  due  to  tbe  wisdom  of  its 
eonocils,  and  to  iu  security^  that  it  should  be 
well  prepared  against  possible  awaults  from 
abroad.  If  danger  should  come,  we  shall  then 
be  ready  to  meet  it.  If  it  never  come,  we  shall 
derive  a  sufficient  consolation  from  a  knowledge 
of  our  security.  In  this  view  of  (he  magnitude 
of  this  topic,  and  to  give  gentlemen  on  every  side 
an  opptfftonity  of  speaking  on  tbe  question  which 
is  now  opened,  which  is  to  decide  whether  we 
are  to  travel  downward,  or  to  rsise  tbe  nation  to 
that  elevation  to  which  it  ought  to  aspire,  be 
■bould  vote  for  tbe  Coromittee'^  rising. 

Mr.  Clat  intimated  that,  under  similar  con- 
sideraiions,  he  also  sboald  vote  for  tbe  Commit- 
tee to  rise. 

Mr.  LowMOBs  expressed  his  wish  that  the 
Committee  should  not  rise;  and  Mr.  Sebgbant 
tpoSu  in  DiTor  of  ita  rising  in  order  to  obtain 
some  offieial  information  which  he  deemed  ne- 
eeasary  to  a  correct  decision  of  tbe  question 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  JoBHSoH,  of  Eentocky.  spoke  strongly 
against  the  Comouttee's  rising,  on  aceoiut  i» 
the  great  time  already  eonsnmed  in  debate  on 
other  topics,  tbe  rapid  pn^ress  of  the  session, 
and  the  multitude  of  topics  demanding  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  d&c.,  which  required  that 
less  time  should  be  eonsnmed  in  debate. 

Mr.  HAamn  said  be  wished  also  to  express  bis 
sentiments  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  other  mem- 
bers, who  bad  perhaps  consumed  less  of  the  time 
of  the  Honse  in  debate  than  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johrson.)  He  wished  to  know, 
he  said,  what  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro* 
lina  meant  by  national  glory?  Whether  he 
meant  by  it  laroe  standing  armiee  and  navies, 
and  tens  of  milUoaa  of  debt  and  uxea?  He 
wished  to  aMtertUtt  these  and  other  things.  [The 
Gburaan  here  raninded  Mr.  H.  that  tbe  qnes* 
lion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  did  not  admit  a 
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debate  on  the  merits  of  the  main  qneetion ;  and 
that  bis  observations  were  not  in  order.]  Mr. 
H.  said,  being  a  new  member,  he  koew  little  of 
what  was  called  order  in  the  House,  and  did  not 
mean  to  violate  it ;  he  bad  heard  a  great  deal 
about  it,  but  seen  very  little  of  it  since  be  took 
his  seat.  He  concluded  by  saying,  be  was  in 
favor  of  the  Committee's  rising,  to  afford  ao  op- 
portunity for  a  free  debate  on  the  aubjecu 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


MoNUAY,  January  22. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Tork, 
William  Ibvinq,  appeared,  produced  Us  eredm- 
tials,  was  qualified,  and  took  hb  seaL 

Mr.  Tdcub  presented  a  petition  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  at  a  meeting  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  for  the  estaUisomant  of  a 
bank  in  said  town,  to  be  called  Tbe  Real  Estate 
Bank  of  the  United  States,"  praying  that  tbe 
said  bank  may  be  incorporated  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress.—Referied  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  TtFCKBS.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  the  Mechanic  Relief  Society  of  Alexandria, 
praying  to  be  authorized  to  raise  money  by  lot- 
tery for  the  purposes  of  tbe  society.  The  report 
recommends,  on  the  ground  of  lunlUity  to  lot- 
teries, that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not 
granted. 

This  report  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lewis  and 
WaiQBT,  on  the  ground  of  justice  to  the  District, 
tbe  people  of  which,  tbejr  contended,  ought,  in 
self-defence,  against  the  inundation  of  tickets 
from  other  States,  to  be  permitted  to  raise  money 
for  public  purposes,  as  was  permitted  for  many 
purposes  by  the  States.  To  this  argumeni  Mr. 
Tdoebe  replied,  that,  being  under  the  conviction 
(as  no  doubt  a  majority  of  tbe  House  was)  that 
lotteries  were  a  species  of  gambling  of  the  most 
extravagant  and  injurious  kind,  be  could  not  con- 
sent to  do  what  he  considered  a  positive  evil  to 
produce  a  poGiible  good,  and  therefore  did  not 
consider  the  argument  aa  of  any  foree  against  the 
report,  dtc. 

The  report  was  concurred  in  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Tooxea  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Potomac  Com- 
pany to  acquire  certain  lands  by  purchase,  and 
to  dispose  of  water  rights;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndbs,  tbe  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  is  committed  the 
bills  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  the  19lh  instant,  were  discharged  from 
a  further  consideration  thereof,  and  they  were 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  report  of  tbe  Committee  -of  )Vays  and 
Means  nf  the  9th  instant  upon  the  subject  of 
revenue. 

Mr.  Tahobt,  from  the  Committee  of  Clahqi^ 
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le  m  npen  at  the  petition  of  Joha  T.  Dorid ; 
wiiieb  wu  read ;  wbeo  Mr.  Y.  reportml  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  T.  Darid;  whtoh  was  read 
twico,  and  comiftitted  to  a  Comattte*  of  iho 
Whole. 

Bir.  Tamoit  aUo  made  a  repnt  on  the  peUtion 
of  Joseph  Wheatoo ;  which  was  rcadj  wkea  Mc 
T.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wbea- 
too  i  wbteh  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Gommiucc  of  the  Whole. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  JENMiMoe,  the  Committeo  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  iastmeted  to  inquire  into 
the  expedieoejr  of  authorizioe  Ibe  officers  of  the 
laud  omce  for  the  district  of  Jefferson rille  to  ex< 
pose  to  public  sale,  at  the  said  land  office,  soch 
tmei  or  tracts  of  land  as  have  or  may  bceome 
forfeited  to  the  United  States  for  aoii|iaf  m«nt. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Nbuoh,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Hanafaotnres 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieaejr  of 
proTidiag  by  taw  for  the  repairs  aad  support  of 
piawsiMMted  in  the  bBrbor  of  Newborjrport,  in 
ibe  Slate  of  Mtsmeboaeits. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbiobt,  the  Committee  on 
Military  A&iis  were  instraeled  to  inquire  into 
the  reduction  of  the  Army  as  direoted  by  law, 
and  when  the  P<«ee  BsiablishmcttC  was  com- 
peted ;  and  alio,  whethw  the  oSoere  of  the  Peace 
BilabUihment  retained  are  out  of  those  in  office 
duriny  the  war,  or  appolated  since  the  peaee,  and 
report  the  lis(  of  offieers,  if  any,  appointed  since 
the  peace,  that  are  retained,  and  the  State  or  Ter- 
citory  of  their  residence. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Athbbton,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  brfore  this 
Heuse  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  raluation 
of  reel  estate  and  slares  in  the  several  Slates, 
made  by  Wrtue  of  the  act  of  ihe  3Sd  day  of  July, 
IfilS,  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct 
taaus^  sqiarately  designating  in  such  sutement 
the  amomt  of  the  valuation  of  the  buildings 
land^  and  slavey  in  each  State. 

Ttw  following  letter,  reeeiTed  on  Saturday  by 
the  SvBAUB,  was  now  laid  by  him  before  the 
House: 

Obubbai  PeiT  Orvioi,  Jan.  20,  1816. 
61M.  :  Hwrioff  this  mwminf  hsud  that  reports  wsra 
in  eireolstian  onftTorsble  to  the  character  of  this  De* 
partmeD^  in  relation  to  ita  fiacsl  eoneems,  I  rsapBCt- 
Slllj  request  Oat  s  comBittee  of  ths  bonorsUs  House 
■cr  be  sfMinted  to  inTsstigsle  these  csaoems. 
We^iecHuMy,  I  sm  your  obefient  serraDt, 

B.  J.  MEI68,  PoitmatUr  Omerai. 
Hen.  Huw  Ckat,  l^teafier  H.  R. 

Ttic  letter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

DUmES  OK  MERCHANDISE. 

Mr.  LowRDBB  presented  to  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  con- 
taining an  estiuute  of  the  whole  amount  of  du- 
ties on  merchandise  which  accrued  in  the  year 
Referred  to  Ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole 
J»  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
■Msans  upon  the  subject  of  revenDc. 

Tlw  letter  is  as  followi: 


Taawsrux  DBuansun,  An.  M,  IBhfc 
8i»:  I  haw  Moitted  jeunMtswnqusstiiig'asMo- 
mnt  of  the  whde  amount  of  bends  ^laa  fa>  dMiw 
on  in^rtstions  which  seemed  in  1816.  The  portisai 
of  the  duties  on  merchandise  imported,  for  which  no 
bonds  sre  given,  is  probably  not  mors  than  on*  pat 
cent,  of  the  whole  amoont,  and  cannot,  withoat  dSfi- 
cuIW,  be  distiaguiabed  from  that  poction  for  whidi 
bmos  are  given.  It  is  so  small  that  I  have  not  Utou|^ 
it  neeeesaiy  to  make  any  separate  eetimate  of  ^  ui 
shall,  therefine,  give  In  answer  to  ^oor  note  aa  esti- 
mate of  the  whue  amount  of  dn^  on  merduBdiM 
imported,. vridch  accrued  in  the  year  181B. 

Tht  esthsate  contained  in  the  emtual  report  ms 
made  in  the  month  of  Hoveaiber,  bafitre  returns  fa 
any  part  of  ths  fioiifa  qumte  of  the  yeer,  onept  fnm 
the  smallsst  and  most  inoomidseabU  diatriets,  hal 
been  reeeived,  and  before  tiie  large  jmpottetieas  tt 
that  qaaiter  were  known  at  the  Tieanuy  to  base 
tahen  plaee.  At  the  preesnt  moment  the  seteiasAem 
the  larger  district^  fbr  the  third  qnarterof  the  yees. 
ase  net  ooBaplete*  and  for  the  fourth  qnaffler  of  tte 
;eer  are  still  more  deficient  The  gnat  preaeuw  ef 
boaineas  in  Ihe  custom-boose  has,  doubtlie^  ocoarioned 
this  unusual  delay.  The  consequence  is,  that  it  is 
only  for  the  first  and  second  quartern  of  Uie  year  181S, 
that  a  correct  statement  can  be  given.  For  the  third 
quarter  an  estimate  can  be  given  neail;  correct;  but 
for  the  fonrUi  quarter  it  can  be  formed  only  by  cem- 
parieon  with  the  wecedlng,  the  returns  ^hmide  tefcen 
being  defldent  from  eome  of  the  most  eenridmabb 
districts  for  die  sriitde  quarter,  and  from  neariy  aS  the 
most  eonetdefaUe  distifels  for  the  two  last  raontfasof 
the  quarter. 

After  meking  this  ezi^anatiMi,  I  hero  to  atate,  tfairt 
the  amoimt  of  dntieeon  merobandiee,  impasted  during 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year  181ft,  amooatod  to— 

And  daring  the  second  qnaitat  of  the 
same  year  to  

From  the  returns  reoeivedl  it  ie  believed 
that  the  duties  for  the  Uiird  quarter 
of  the  year  will  somewhat  exceed 
those  for  the  second.  They  ars^  there- 
fore, estimated  at  -      -  -  10,700*000  M 

The  returns  for  the  fourth  quarter  are  so 
imperfoct  as  to  afibrd  little  or  no 
mesnsofestimating  the  total  amount. 
It  is  kiwwn  geomily  that  the  impor- 
tations in  Uie  monUi  of  November 
were  large,  and  tiut  in  the  monthe 
of  October  and  Deeembw  they  vrere 
less  oonddersMe.  h  is  supposed  thtf 
tat  the  whole  quarter  the  duties  will 
equal  these  of  the  third  quartet,  ei^  10,700^  — 

Estimated  amount  of  duties  on  mer- 
chandise irapwted  during  Uu  w%ole 
year  8B^,1M  83 


10^MM7S  M 


The  tonnage  duties,  light  money,  and 

daties  on  pas^orts  and  dearaoces 

amounted,  during  Ow  first  and  eee- 

end  quartern  of  tte  year  131B  to  -  >61,IM  M 
During  the  third  and  fourth  quaiten^  ee 

fewer  fordga  vesede  vrere  emfdeyed 

in  our  eemmeree,  these  branches  will 

be  pioportiomdly  lees  pfodootiv^  and 

ameettmatedat    -     -     -     -     SOQbflW  08 
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Qtaw  ffo»«Bik  of  tk*  oMtoM,  u  wU- 
BUtadte  the        I81S  -  aB,M«taflT  9* 


The  drawlttckfl,  bonntiea,  aJIftwsiiew, 

and  •xpanaca  of  etrflMtioD,  arc  lo  be 

deAoflUd  frwD  Hot  na  in  ofdn  to 

lacertnn  Um  not  uoont  wkkb  will 

b*  xeoiurtU*  inlo  &o  Tnmnay. 
Tkm  iabwUtnm      dmwbaoks  iawwi 
daring  the  ftnl  ^uilar  of  tlM  j«r 
181»  MMmiitidlo.-  -      7e;»74  41 

And  dving:  tli0  ooocmd  qnuter  of  ^nt 

Tier,  to   823^  3» 

PuiDf  that  period  the  zo'ezportiitiou 

weroTeiyioieU,  0OB|^ied  with  tboee 

which  took  place  dtmng  the  third  and 

fenrtfa  quarters. 
At  the  mariceta  became  glutted  with 

Ibraign  merchandiae,  tte  quanti^ 

•eat  abnad  fat  better  prieea  wonid 

mbually  bereaie.  Itia  odieTedttat 
'  thtt  diawbadc  on  the  portions  thus 

m>«xpoited,  daring  the  Uiird  and 

Aorth  qaartera  of  1815,  wiH  amout 

tfrthoaoBiof-  ....  3^,000  0» 
IV*  beoaliee  and  aUoWoaces  aetoally 

payable  daring  the  jear  1815,  will 

be  aialk  prpbaUr  not  exceeding  -  IM,000  00 
Wwerp—ea  rfewtoetjanwilibaaag- 

Mklvd  bgr  A*  eeal4if  amMnA  mw 

nvame  cwtteca,  to  r^laea  thcMM  last 

dorisg  th»  ws«.  The  whole  wfont 

Baj  be  estinatod  at     •      -      -     900,000  00 


4.899,360  80 


And  will  leave  ibr  the  net  amount  of 
the  rerenoe  of  cnatoms*  aecniiag  in 
die  jeor  ISIS*  the  aom  of      •      •  99iM8J397  OS 


TUe  exceeda  the  snm  stated  in  die  aaiuitl  r^rt 
bf  an  amonnt  of  98,348,897  03;  an  exeaas  produced 

the  eitraordinary  importatioofl  during  the  fourth 
quarter  of  the  year,  beyond  what  had  been  antia* 
pated;  snd  in  relation  to  which  it  mi^  not  be  im- 
proper to  remark,  that,  aa  thoae  importabonB  hire  sur- 
cbaiged  the  market  with  many  artidee,  a  i»«portioaftte 
dimnntien  in  Ae  importatien  of  those  aitiolea,  and 
esnaaqaml^  ot  the  opties  upon  sack  inpertatiaa* 
doriag  tha  easaing  year  may  be  ezpeeted. 

It  ei|^  alw  to  be  obaerved,  that  dita  e»e«i  «att  be 
wMlf  daoAed  bj  the  deficit  as  statedin  tbeaumal 
npsrt  of  the  BMneys  reoainMe  into  die  Traaaory  dur- 
ing die  year  1816;  aad,  indeed,  will  be  iaaoffioiant  te 
meet  the  whole  of  diat  deficlL  But  it  wUl  relieve  du 
Tuaaoiy  from  the  neoetaity  of  borrowing  money,  or 
flf  kning  Tiaasanr  notes,  or  of  leaving  Treasniy 
aataa  abready  issued  in  drcolation,  for  making  good 
toddldt  to  an  extoit  e^oal  to  the  nun  of  $3,348,897 
OS,  above  stated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vny  reniectftilly,  dec 

A.  J.  DALId^S. 

Hon.  WiuiAH  LoirvDis,  Chairman,  4e* 

THE  IffiVEiNUE. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mttee  of  Ways  and  Means  upon  the  subject  of 
nrsBne;  u  «Uo  on  the  bill  ''to  eoatinae  in  force 


the  Mt  fi»  iapesing  adiitieoal  dadea  upon  aU 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  Aval 
any  foreign  port  or  place;"  also,  oa  the  bill  "to 
continue  in  foree  the  act  laying  a  doty  on  im- 
ported salt  gtantiag  a  bonnty  oa  pidded  fish,  ex- 
ported, anil  allowaaeea  to  eevtaia  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  fisheries;"  also,  on  the  bill  "to  repeal 
so  mocfa  of  the  act  passed  on  the  3N  of  Decem- 
ber, 1^4,  as  inpms  additioaal  duties  oq  post- 
a|;e also^  oo  the  bill  "  to  cantiiroa  in  force  aer* 
uin  acts  therein  mvniioned;"  and  on  wtity 
petitioaa. 

The  btli  for  eoDtiaQiiic  tbe  preseit  rates  o(  dtt- 
tiee  (that  is,  what  ate  comaMaf  j  o«lled  the  double 
duties)  to  the  36th  day  of  Jvpe  ntst,  wae  ftral 
Mdnn  in ;  and  haviog  been  read- 
Mr.  LovHDBa  proposed  to  amend  the  Ull  by 
adding  thereto  a  new  ssetioo,  eoaetiav,  thai  from 
and  after  tbe  30tb  June  next,  there  shall  be  laid, 
tevied,  aad  ooUeeted.  to  the  maaner  oow  propoaea 
by  law  for  the  eollectioD  of  du^  on  foreign 
goods,  wares,  and  merehaadise,  forty>tw«  per 
cent,  on  the  amoont  of  doties  then  «tistiag,  unUt 
a  new  tariff  of  duties  shall  be  established  by  law. 

Mr.  Clat,  1[8peaber,)  desinms  to  ioerease  this 
rate  of  daty,  in  order  to  allow  the  dimiaation  of 
the  df  reef  tax,  when  that  question  should  come  up, 
moved  to  strike  out  of  this  section  tbe  words  forty- 
tvro,  and  ia  lien  thereof  to  iosnt  fifty  per  cent.— 
which  addition  <^  eight  per  cent,  to  the  proposed 
amount,  he  calculated,  waald  prodoce  an  addi* 
tiooal  million  of  dollars  to  the  rereita^  and  allow 
a  diminution  by  so  much  of  the  amount  of  the 
prmoeed  direct  tax. 

Uensi^enUe  debate  took  plaee  on  this  motion  j 
in  the  coarse  of  wbieb  tbe  comparative  expense 
of  the  mode  of  collection  of  this  amount  wF  tax 
lo  one  way  or  tbe  other  was  discoesed. 

The  motioa  vras  opposed  oa  the  principle  of 
preference  of  the  direct  tax,  in  its  propoaed  oc- 
tent,  to  increasiog  tbe  duties  oa  imports,  by 
Messrs  Lowndbs,  Ssrobaht,  RtraaB,  and  Hii<- 
ifOB ;  and  supported  on  the  <^posife  ground  by 
Messrs.  Clat  and  Dbbba. 

Mr.  Clay's  motion  was  negatived,  80  to  64. 

Mr.  Ranbolph  moyed  to  strike  out  of  tbe  sec- 
tion proposed  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  words  rtfer- 
ring  to  a  new  tariff  to  be  established,  eoosidering 
them  as  mw  suipltnage;  in  which  Ttew  be  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Golmbobovct.  Tbe  motion 
was  objected  to  by  Mr.  LownsBB.  who  vindi- 
cated them  on  the  ground  of  their  holding  forth 
to  those  concerned  an  indication  that  these  duties 
were  not  to  be  permanent,  bat  United  in  their 
continuance.  The  motion  was  negatircd  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  question  on  adding  the  new  section  (above 
described)  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  86, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thboop.  a  new  section  was 
added  to  the  bill,  calculated  to  give  greater  secu- 
rity to  the  coHectioQ  of  the  duties  esuMished  by 
the  bill. 

Mr.  RsED  moved  to  amend  tbe  bill  so  as  that 
the  rate  of  duties  proposed  to  be  established  to 
take  efiect  aAer  the  30th  Ja&e,  shall  take  eSeet' 
from  and  after  the  ISth  day  of  Febnaryftext. 
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Jahukt,  1810. 


This  motion  wu  Dcgstired  by  a  eouideraUe 
maJoritT. 

The  biU  for  eontiDaiDg  the  iutj  of  twenty 
c«nt«  pw  bosliel  on  itlt  ww  then  tuflo  np. 

Mr.  Rahoolfr  moved  to  strike  oni  a  vital  part 
of  the  bill ;  which  was,  in  cffeot,  a  motion  to  re- 
jeet  it. 

This  motion  was  supported  with  much  earnest- 
ness hy  Messrs.  Wbiobt,  Piokbmb,  Jbwbtt,  Ran- 
ooLPH,  and  STANPoaD,  and  oppoa^  by  Messrs. 
PiCKBRiNQ  and  Hahdin. 

The  debate,  so  far  as  it  applied  to  the  qoestion 
actually  before  the  House,  embraced  the  arfu- 
meota  which  have  been  repeatedly  urged  on  the 
foor  of  CoogMss  pro  and  con.  this  tax. 

The  motion  to  destroy  the  bill  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Rahdolph  then  made  three  suceessive  at- 
;«npts  to  amend  the  bill:  1st,  mi  as  to  limit  its 
duration  to  one  vear;  2d,  so  as  to  reduce  it  to  the 
old  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  ceata  per  baalbel ; 
3d,  BO  as  to  add  to  the  bill  a  provisioa  for  an  ad- 
ditioaal  daly  of  five  cents  per  buchel  on  imported 
coal,  with  a  view  to  encourage  the  home  trade  in 
that  article. 

These  several  motions  were  supported  by  Mr. 
RiJiDOLPH,  but  all  rejected ;  the  first  by  a  vote 
of  76  to  46,  the  others  by  eonsidnable  majorities. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bills 
to  the  House ;  and  had  leave  to  report  to  sit  amin 
apoa  the  remaiader  of  the  snbjeeu  above  specified. 

Tdesdav,  January  23. 
Mr.  SoDTHABD  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
freeholders  and  inoabiUnts  of  the  State  of  New 
Jeraey, praying  for  the  estaUishmentof  a  National 
Bank. 

Mr.  Jaoksom  {Hreseated  a  petition  of  Robert 
Lowe  Stobie,  praying  that  he  may  be  permit!^ 
to  take  out  a  patent  for  a  ship's  rudder,  and  a 
pomp  for  extracting  foal  air  from  the  holds  of 
Tcssels,  of  which  he  is  the  inventor,  as  at  present 
he  is  uoable  to  do  so,  because  ofhis  not  being  a  citi- 
zen of  the  Uoiied  States.— Referred  to  Messrs. 
Jaoebon,  Ross,  and  Wabd  of  Massachusetts. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  William  LAm- 
bert.  with  abstracts  of  calculations  relative  to  the 
establishment  of  a  first  meridian  at  the  Seat  of 
the  General  Government,  received  on  the  14th 
nit. ;  together  with  the  memorial  of  the  said  Lam- 
bert heretofore  presented,  and  the  accompanying 

Sipefs  Dpon  the  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a 
rst  meridian,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Nblsom  of 
Virginia,  Middlstoh,  Rahdolpb,  Pitkix,  and 
iBviBoofNewYork.  ^ 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petiiion  of  sundry  in- 
babitanu  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  praying  that 
the  Mercbaotfi'  Bank  of  Atexsodria  may  be  io- 
eorporated  by  Congress.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  petition 
of  William  Tatham,  setting  forth  the  services  be 
has  rendered  the  nation  in  laying  the  foundation 
of  a  topographical  establishment,  and  praying 
^tbat  justice  and  equity  may  be, administered  in 
his  case,  that  his  materials  may  be  purchased  at 


a  fair  price,  and  tbat  hie  remaining  years  and  ex- 

fsrieoee  may  be  cmploved  ia  such  pursHits  as  the 
reddent  may  dlreet  for  the  pnblie  good. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

Mr.  RoBBBTBOM,  ffom  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  the  bill  from  the  S«bate 
"  confirming  to  the  Navigation  Company  at  New 
Orleans  the  use  and  poesessioa  of  a  lot  in  the  said 
city,"  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  waseom> 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBBBTsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  pre- 
sented on  the  39th  December  last,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  fraciional  sections  of  land;  which  was 
read,  aod  the  resolution  therein  contained  wis 
concurred  in  bv  the  House,  as  follows: 

Begolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitiooets 
ooffht  no£  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Cbappeul,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolationary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  Blatthew  and  Elizabeth  Rox- 
burgh ;  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  C.  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  A&EKaDder 
Roxburgh ;  which  was  read  twice,  aad  eiHnmit- 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  ColaiDtMa 
were  discharged  from  a  forther  consideration  of 
that  part  of  the  petition  of  Captain  David  Porter, 
which  relates  to  the  practicability  aod  prolnble 
advantage  to  the  United  States  of  the  horse  ma- 
rine battery,  proposed  to  be  «eeted  by  him;  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Lamodon,  from  a  select  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Moses  Tomer;  which 
was  read ;  when  BSr.  L.  reported  a  bill  for  the  re* 
lief  of  Moses  Turner ;  wnich  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Peter  B.  Porter,  informing  that  he  has  trans- 
mitted to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  a  resignation  of  his  seat  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  as  one  of  the  membera  for  the 
Slate  of  New  York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cohstocb:,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claima  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  calcn- 
latiog  the  pensions  of  the  invalid  soldiers  of  the 
late  war,  from  the  time  at  which  the  disability  of 
such  soldiers  was  respectively  incurred,  or  sueh 
soldiers  were  discharged  from  the  Army  ia  eoa- 
sequenee  thereof. 

On  motion  Mr.  Wbhdovkb,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Blanufacturers  were  iastroeied 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by 
law,  more  efieetualty  to  prevent  the  inirodtiction 
aod  use  of  false  invoices  for  goods  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  foreign  ports. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lbwib,  the  Committee  for 
the  Dislrictof  Columbia  were  iDstrocted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  equalizing  the  laws  re- 
specting the  removal  of  slaves  from  the  Bute  of 
Virgioia  and  Maryland,  into  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
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tha.  peoate  hare  paased  a.  bill,  *' aarhoriziog 
the  ».  fif  a  tot  or  grouod  belongioK  to  the  Uni- 
ted Si  n,  aitaated  in  the  lowa  of  Kaoxville,  io 
^  tbeSta|»of  Tenoessee,''  ia  which  they  aak  the 
flonenrrenoe  of  this  House. 

THE  BEVENUE. 

The  House  resumfd  the  coasideratioa  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for 
imposing  addiiional  duties  upon  all  goods,  wares, 
and  roercbaodise,  imported  from  a^y  foreign  port 
or  place;  and  the  said  amendments  being  again 
read,  the  first  thereof  w>s  coaenrred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  question  was  ibeo  stated  to  concur  in  the 
second  amendmeot,  which  projposes  to  insert  the 
following  section     the  second  in  the  bill : 

"8ic8.  .AndbeitfurikerttueUdt  Tbat^fromaDd 
after  tfa*  9(Mh  daj  oT Jane  next,  then  ihsil  be  laid, 
lavtod,  and  eoUeeted,  in  the  manner  nowpmeribed  by 
law,  for  the  edleetioo  of  dntiei  on  foreign  goods,  wares, 
and  modiaodise,  the  sum  of  42  per  cent,  on  the  amooot 
of  the  duties  which  shall  then  exist  on  foreign  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  until  a  new  tariff  of  duties 
dull  be  established  by  Uw." 

A  motioQ  was  made  by  Mr.  Qrostjenoe  toamend 
the  said  amendment,  by  striking  out  these  words: 
"anew  tariff  of  duties  shall  be  established  by 
law,"  and  inserting  "the  first  day  of  February, 
1817,  unless  a  new  tariffof  duties iball,  before  that 
time,  be  esublisbed  bv  law." 

Tats  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Gbosvenob, 
opposed  by  Mr.  LowHOBS,  and  negatived — ayes 
57,  noes  87. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Desba,  to 
amend  the  said  amendmeat,  by  striking  out  the 
words  *'forty-iwo,"and  inserting  "fifijr^'  and  the 
qaestioa  being  taken,  was  determined  ia  theneg- 
uive — yeas  6^  aays  80,  as  follows: 

Taxe— Measia.  Adgat^  Alaxaadar,  Baker,  Bassett, 
BeuMtt,  Binleall,  Btoont,  Brooks^  Biyai^  Banuide, 
Bniwett,  Gsldwe^  Cannon,  Ohipmao,  Clsrke  of  North 
CartAiaa,  Ctoptoa,  Uondict,  Creigbtoo,  Bsrlingtoo, 
D«tba,  Forney,  Habn,  Hall,  Hardin,  Hswes,  Ueister, 
Henderson,  Uulbert,  Ingham,  Jaeksoo,  Johnwo  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentudiy,  Kerr  of  Virgiata,  King 
ef  North  Carolina,  Love,  Lumpkin,  Lyle^  Lyon,  Ma- 
dsy,  MayraDt,  McCoy,  McKee^  McLean  of  luotucky, 
Ndsea  oi  Virginia,  Newton,  (hmsby,  Purts,  Pickens, 
P^ier,  Aiwell,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Root,  Savage,  Sharps, 
flaith  of  Virginia,  Soothard,  Tsui,  Thooias,  Town- 
sMd,  Walleoe.  Ward  of  New  Torfc,  Wheaton,  White- 
■de,  WiUians,  Waiooghby,  WUIiam  Wilson,  and 
Taaevy. 

Hirs — Mesne.  Ardisr,  Atberton,  Batsman,  Bay- 
Ses,  Betts,  Birdseye,  Base,  Bradbary,  Bredenridge, 
Brigfaam,  Cady,  Otmmpkw,  CiUey,  Clayton,  Clendea- 
lou,  CflBSStook,  Crawford,  Calpepvr,  Cuthbert,  Da- 
veafort.  Fourth,  Uaetoa,  OoM,  Oriffia,  Qroeventn', 
Bale,  Haoaoo,  Uopkiosoa,  Hagar,  Irwio  of  Peoasyl- 
vania,  JeweU,  Kentt  King  of  MasMebuaetts,  Laog- 
doo.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Middleton,  Mills, 
Moffit,  Moors  of  Houtb  Carolina,  Mosaley,  Morrree, 
NelsMi  of  Msssacbuaetts,  Noyes,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
f  lissants,  Reed,  Rice,  Robertson,  Ross.  Ruggles,  Ser- 
geiat,  ttekonck.  BhediBy,  Stanford,  Buoag,  Swart, 
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Stoi^  Taggart,  Tallmsdge,  Tate,  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina.  Telfair,  Throop, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Maanehuaetts,  Wendorer,  Wilcox, 
Wilde,  WUkin,  Thomas  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright, 
and  Vates. 

Mr.  Rbbd  renewed  the  motion  he  made  yester- 
day, as  stated  before;  which  motion  was  again 
nega  tired. 

The  amendments  made  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  fur  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  duty  on  tmported 
salt,  was  next  tsken  up.  An  amendmeot  was 
proposed,  by  Mr.  Bbigbah.  to  commute  the  duty 
to  fifteen  ceotii  on  every  Gfty-slz  pounds  of  salt, 
but  waa  negatived.  The  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  fur  a  third  reading. 

The  Hou^then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  revenue  subject. 

The  bill  first  taken  up,  was  the  bill  to  continue 
io  force  the  acts  therein  mentioned^  being  those 
embracing  tbe  duties  whieh  the  Hotise  had  de- 
termined by  resolution  loeoatinae,  viz:  the  duty 
on  stamns,  and  that  «n  sagar  refined  within  tbe 
United  States. 

Mr.  BoBNaiDB  moved  toamend  the  bill  in  that 
part  embracing  the  continuation  of  the  duty  on 
stamps,  so  as  to  exempt  from  taxation  discounted 
notes  and  bilh  of  exchange.  This  motioa  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  BoBNaiDa  and  MtLnoB}  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Inghau,  and  negatived  by  a  Urge 
majority. 

The  other  bill,  for  repealing  so  much  of  an  act 
laying  certain  duties  as  relates  to  the  additional 
duties  on  postage,  was  next  taken  up.  A  propo- 
sition was  madtf  toamend  the  bill,  by  Mr.  Wabd, 
so  as  to  include  a  roodiflcatioo  of  the  duty  on 
sales  at  auction ;  which  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  andreported  the  bills 
to  the  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  eontinne  the  double  do- 
ties  on  imports,  was  read  a  third  time, and  passed 
without  a  divisoo. 

The  bill  to  cootioue  in  force  tbe  bill  laying  m 
duty  on  imported  salt,  was  read  a  third  lime. 
The  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage  having  been 
leqoired  by  Mr.  Stahfobh — a  debate  arose  on 
its  passage,  which  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Roaa^ 
Stahpobd,  Randolph,  Bbigbam,  and  C.  Kino. 

Tlie  opposition  to  tbe  bill  was  oo  various 

f [rounds,  but  the  debate  turned  principally  on  the 
lability  to  abuse  of  tbe  privilege  of  arawback  to 
ihoTC  vessels  employed  in  tbe  fisheries.  Tbe  tax 
was  also  opposed  as  oppressive,  and  as  being  one 
of  the  war  taxes,  which  it  was  said  ought  not  t» 
be  continued.  The  field  of  debate  was  entirely 
relinquished  to  tbe  opponents  of  the  bill,  except 
by  those  who  defended  tlte  bounty  to  fisher- 
toeo,  &c. 

Mr.  Stamfobd  declared  that  be  considered  it 
the  most  iniquiiously  unequal  tax  that  ever  wras 
imposed.  The  Western  country,  he  said,  paid 
none;  aod  one  Siate  paid  nearly  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  wliile  the  whole  pro- 
duce of  the  tax  was  fixed  at  five  hundred  thou- 
sand ;  so  that  tb&i  one  3ute  paid  almost  a  third 
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of  the  whole  tsx :  ftod,  is  the  fisfaiog  eoaotries, 
tfaey  smuggled  the  salt  tbey  nsed,  and  yet  re- 
ceired  a  drawback  or  booDiy  eqaal  to  theimoti&t 
of  the  lax  upon  it. 

Mr.  PicKEBiKQ  said,  the  geDtlemao  from  Caro- 
lina labored  under  a  mistake.  He  wished  the 
honorable  geatlemao  would  produce  bis  eridence 
of  the  charge.  Smuggliog  salt  was,  from  the 
Terjr  nature  of  the  thing,  so  improbable  that  the 
idea  of  it  was  ridiculous.  Tbe  fishing  ressels 
were  small,  and  (he  owners  knew  what  salt  was 
required,  and  took  enough  to  sea  to  cure  their 
fisn  ;  tbey  were  not  so  foolish  as  to  depend  upon 
a  precarious  supptv— none  of  them  would  run  the 
risk  of  defeating  toeir  voyage,  by  going  out  upon 
the  bare  chance  of  meeting  a  ressel  from  abroad 
laden  with  salt.  He  said  that  every  encourage- 
meat  was  now,  more  than  eveff  necessary  to  fish- 
ermen ;  the  town  of  Marblebead  was  almost  de< 
stroyed  by  the  effects  of  the  war.  A  hundred 
fishing  vessels  sailed  out  of  it,  carrying  about  a 
thousand  men,  before  the  war;  but  now  there 
were  bat  thirty-three;  at  the  same  time  the  peo- 
ple were  so  impoverfshed  that  tbey  were  not  able 
to  build  vessels,  and  their  right  to  fish  on  the  coast 
of  Labrador,  Newfoundland,  and  tbe  Golf  of  St. 
Lawrence,  was  taken  from  them  in  eooseqaeoce 
of  the  war. 

BIr.  Rahdolpb  said,  it  was  staled  by  a  late  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury,  that  the  allowaoce  paid 
to  the  fisheries  in  lieu  of  drawback,  surpassed  the 
duty  accruing  from  the  tax  upon  tbe  salt  tbey 
used ;  the  reason  was,  that  the  fishermen  received 
salt  from  vessels  at  sea,  and  sold  tlieir  drawback 
debentures  to  purchase  rum  and  other  articles. 
He  went  much  at  length  into  this  abuse,  an  ac- 
eoQBt  of  which  he  had  received  that  very  morn- 
ing,  from  a  very  respectaUe  «Bd  intelligent  in- 
formKBt. 

Mr.  Rbbd  obserred,  he  rose  principally  to  cor- 
rect some  errors  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Stanfobd.)  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
DOLFK,)  had  fallen  into,  in  relation  to  the  draw- 
back on  the  salt  duty,  allowed  to  persons  engaged 
in  the  fisheries. 

I  approve,  said  he,  of  the  bill  now  under  dis- 
eossioD,  and  hope  I  may  be  indulged  a  few  min- 
utes in  oflering  some  reasons  in  favor  of  tbe  vote 
I  shall  give. 

We  are  deeply  in  debt,  and  need  considerable 
amount  of  revenue  to  meet  cor  engagements 
and  support  our  credit.  From  what  sourcesshall 
we  onain  the  revenue  we  need?  A  duty  on 
salt  was  imposed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Administration  of  WuHinoTOir,  and  was  twice 
increased  during  tbe  first  nine  years  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  This  doty  was  continued  on- 
til  1806.  Can  we  have  a  stronger  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  former  legislatures  on  tbe  subject  7 

It  IS  true  the  salt  tax  falls  on  all  classes  of 
men,  but  it  is  also  true  (with  the  provisions  of 
this  bill)  it  oppresses  none. 

It  is  a  tax  wbich  operates,  in  many  respects, 
justly.  Salt  is  so  bulky,  and  •comparatively  of 
w  small  value,  that  it  cannot  be  aouggled.  The 


Itonest  man  pays  no  more  than  the  diahoaistaaA 
dishonorable.  Bat  we  bare  been  informed  bv  la 
hoooraUe  ^ntleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Jn> 
rrr,)  that  salt  is  amnygled  into  Veimoot  from 
Canada,  and  be  mentions  the  &ct  as  a  reason 
against  imposing  a  doty  on  salt. 

Sir,  10  me,  this  informaxion  was  trnly  sarpri' 
slog.  I  never  before  heard  of  smuggling  salt  If 
tbe  information  be  correct,  and  it  comes  froa 
such  a  source  that  I  do  not  doubt  it,  on  whit 
article  of  importation  shall  we  impose  a  tax?  I 
have  long  been  of  opinion  that  the  ^reat  difficul- 
ty in  smuggling  salt,  and  evading  the  daiy,ini 
a  sound  reason  for  imposing  it,  and  so  far  fran 
being  persuaded  to  change  my  opinion  by  tbe 
statement  of  the  honorable  geDiteman,  I  am  more 
than  ever  convinced  of  the  expediency  of  the 
duty.  No  doubt,  great  changes  have  of  kie 
taken  place  in  this  country,  in  rdation  to  the 
payment  of  doties.  I  Aar  many  are  Bot  iaia- 
enced  by  those  honorable  aad  hoaest  prinQtplies 
which  ought  to  govern  any  man.  If  we  cannot 
collect  a  doty  on  salt,  on  aeeoant  of  smoking, 
on  what,  I  ask  gentlemen,  can  we  collect  rere-  , 
nue?  Can  we  collect  it  from  a  duty  on  silks  ; 
and  broadcloths?  Can  we  collect  itftom  valua- 
ble goods  of  small  bulk? 

But  the  bill  is  opposed  becaase  it  operatei  oa- 
equally.  The  land  tax  is  probably  most  equal  in 
its  otwration,  yet  many  gentlemen,  perhaps  a 
majority,  are  dissatisfied  with  it.  I  beg  gentle 
men  who  complain  of  the  inequality  of  this  duty, 
to  examine  for  a  moment  tbe  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  as  it  respecu  the  com- 
parative amouDt  of  the  internal  duties  paid  by  ' 
different  States.  I  hold  the  report  in  my  haoo.  '. 
The  Slate  of  Massachasetts  paid  of  the  carriage 
tax  833,995  24;  Vermont  paid  of  tbe  same  u 
93,890  24.  The  whole  tax  amonnied  to  tbe 
sum  of  $225,178  47.  Massachasetts  paid  of  the 
auetioo  tax  #35,350  04;  VermoBi  paid  914  -25! 
New  Hampshire  paid  $776  67;  North  Carolina 
paid  91,237  63;  Virginia  paid  94,079  37.  I  wW  I 
proceed  no  further.  It  must  be  manifest  to  al(  | 
that  any  one  of  the  above  taxes  operates  extreiae- 
ly  unequal.  Some  press  harder  on  one  ptaceaod 
class  of  people,  and  some  on  another.  We  oaght 
as  far  as  possible  so  to  impose  taxes  as  to  operate 
equally  on  all,  and  oppressively  on  none.  The 
high  price  of  salt  in  some  places  is  not  owing  to 
the  duty,  but  to  the  expense  of  transportation. 

It  has  been  observed  by  some  gentlemen  fa  tlte 
course  of  this  debate,  that  the  inhabitants  on  ths 
seacoast  pay  much  heavier  taxes  than  those  ia 
tbe  interior  of  the  country.  Most  of  soeb  pn* 
sons  are  aeamea,  or  engaged  in  eommeree.  TW 
aannot  raiae  their  own  wool  and  flax,  aod  eMM^ 
&etnre  their  own  clothes,  nor  can  tbey  Uveal- 
most  wholly  ob  theprodvee  of  their  ftrms.  Tbsy 
live  principally  on  imported  articles,  as  osA^ 
tea,  sugar,  molasses,  Ac.,  whioh  ceo  hardly  he 
dispensed  with  at  sea.  From  their  sttustisDsad 
circamstsnees,  therefore,  they  o^e  mncb  more  ol 
foreign  and  imported  articles  than  those  who  live 
in  the  interior  of  the  country  on  farmi,  and  they 
of  eontse  pay  much  more  or  the  doable  doUca. 
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Borne  ^ntlemen  icem  to  speak  ai  if  nit  wm 
the  oolf  oeeessary  of  life,  and  the  salt  daiy  the 
ODiy  tax  felt  by  the  poor.  This,  I  think,  a  mis- 
take. Most  of  ihe  taxes  imposed  fall  on  the  poor 
ss  well  as  the  rich.  The  poor  must  be  fed  aad 
clothed.  They  arill  ase  many  imported  artielts 
which  we  may  consider  oeeessariea;  ODalltfacBe 
articles  heary  duties  are  imposed. 

Sir,  Dotwithstaadtng  all  I  hare  heard  against 
manufacturers,  in  my  opinion  they  merit  our  at- 
tentiqn.  I  would  not  eaeooram  them  to  the  io- 
jory  of  any  other  incensL  We  ought  to  consalt 
the  real  interest  of  all — of  the  Auuer  or  planter 
—of  the  ncohaitte  or  unslae<urer— and  of  the 
BWfehaot.  What  ww  the  sitoaiion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  of  New  England  during  Ihe  Rct- 
olwioMty  war)  Did  not  the  iafaabltanu  of  this 
eotmiry,  at  that  time,  sailer  for  the  want  of  many 
necessary  manufaetor ies  ?  The  price  of  salt  at 
that  time  in  New  finstand,  oo  the  seaooast,  was 
four  or  fire  dollars.  After  the  duty  on  salt  was 
imposed  and  cootinned  a  number  ot  years,  some 
of  oar  citizens,  beliering  the  duty  would  be  con- 
linoed,  erected  salt-works,  at  great  labor  and  ex- 
peiMe,  rats  and  covers  to  mmm  salt  or  sea  water 
by  eraporatioo.  It  has  been  considered  as  a 
maoufactory  highly  useful.  It  has  been  encour- 
aged by  the  Lq^islature  of  Massachosetls,  and, 
■o  doabt,  all  purchasers  hare  derircd  an  adran- 
nge  friMa  the  eompetitioa  mail  eonseqaent  redoe* 
lioa  of  the  price  salt.  When  the  lav  impo- 
utt^  •  duty  ea  salt  was  repealed,  io  180^  the 
manufnctDren  suffered  extremely.  What  has 
b«cn  the  effect  of  the  salt  manafaetories  during 
the  Imte  war  in  Massachusetts  ?  Salt  has  been 
sold  in  their  neighboriiood  for  less  than  one  dol- 
larr  per  bushel.  Similar  s^t-works  may  be  erect- 
ed almost  anywhere,  where  there  is  salt  water. 
Some  who  complain  of  the  salt  duty  have  prob- 
ably derived  an  advantage  already  from  the 
mandlaetory,  greater  than  all  the  duty  they  have 
ever  paid. 

The  amount  of  drawback,  mentioned  by  the 
honorable  geotlemao  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
STAnroRDii)  paid  some  years  ago,  probably  tn- 
olttdes  the  drawfaaek  then  allowed  on  salted  pro- 
Tjatona^  on  which  a  dmwbaek  is  not  now  allowed. 
If  not,  It  haa  not  been  proved  that  the  drawback 
mt  that  time  exceeded  the  duty  paid  on  salt  aetiT' 
mlly  used  in  the  fisheries. 

The  torn  of  four  doUars  per  ton  allowed  to 
fishing  vessels,  which  have  been  employed  foor 
moBtbs,  in  lien  of  a  drawback,  may,  in  some  ia- 
aluiees,  exceed  the  duty  on  salt  used ;  but,  I  do 
not  heliere,  on  the  wholly  it  is  an  equivalent. 

In  the  year  179^  a  number  of  petitions  were 
preeeotea  to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  fish- 
eries. They  were  referred  to  Thomas  Jefi^on, 
then  Secretary  of  State.   He  examined  the  sub- 

J'eet,  and  gave  a  detailed  reporL  The  result  of 
lis  iovestigation  is,  that  no  nation  was  ever  able 
to  ««rry  on  ihe  fisheries  withoot  supporting  them 
from  the  Treasury;  bat  is  of  opinion  that  the 
advantage  of  our  situation  "would  place  oar 
*  iaberfes  on  a  grooad  somewhat  htgoer ;  sneh 
'  as  to  relieve  oar  Treasury  from  that  necessity, 


'  bat  not  to  permit  it  to  drawsupport  from  them. 
'  nor  to  dispense  the  Qovernment  from  the  obli- 
'  ntion  of  effectuating  free  markeu  for  them.** 
What  was  bis  opinion  as  to  the  importance  of 
the  fisheries?  What  has  been  the  opinion  of 
European  nations,  and  of  the  wise  men  of  our 
own  ?  "If  (said  be)  our  fisheries  be  suffered  to 
'  decay,  the  loss  of  seamen,  unnoticed^  would  be 
'  followed  by  other  losses  in  a  looff  train.  If  we 
'  have  DO  seamen,  our  ships  will  be  useless,  eon- 
'  sequently  our  ship  limber,  iron,  hemp,  and  ship- 
'  building  be  at  nn  end;  sbip  carpenters  go  over 
'  to  other  nations ;  onr  yooog-  men  have  no  eall 
'  to  the  sea  j  oar  produce  be  carried  in  foreign 
'  bottoms,  be  saddled  with  war  freight  and  inau- 
'  ranee  in  lime  of  war,  and  history  will  prove 
'  that  the  nation  which  would  be  our  earner  halt 
'  for  one  hundred  years  past,  had  three  years  of 
'  war  for  four  years  of  peace." 

I  am  desirous  to  answer  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  STAiiFonD,)aiid 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Ru(ooLPH,)  becanse  I  think  their  statements  er- 
roneous, and  yet  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  reply. 
Their  charges  consist  of  surmises  and  suspieiona. 
They  say  they  hare  been  informed  that  vesaeb 
frequently  go  to  sea,  on  a  fishing  voyage,  withoot 
salt,  expwtiog  to  meet  vessels  at  sea  loued  with 
salt,  and  there  lui^y  themselves  and  evade  At 
duty. 

The  gentlemen  arc  totally  mistaken.  I  hav« 
been,  for  some  years,  well  aeqoainted  with  m 
number  of  men  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  and  I 
never,  until  this  day,  heard  it  su^sted.  1  b^ 
Here  gentlemen  in  an  error,  for  the  reason  ofilsred 
by  my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  PicEBBiiia.) 
What  rational  man  would  ever  aet  so  anwisely? 
Go  a  thousand  miles  to  sea  with  a  vessel  and 
seven  or  eight  men  sfter  fish  wiihont  salt?  With- 
out salt  they  could  do  nothing.  What  man,  ia 
his  senses,  would  run  such  a  hazard  to  defraud 
the  Oovernment  of  $40?  I  assure  gentlcoiea 
they  have  oo  occasion  to  apneheod  any  danger 
from  the  ease  mentioned.  I  hope  tbeir  honor 
and  honesty  would  be  sufficient  seearity,  if  no^ 
their  interest  eertainly  wilL 

We  are  told  by  the  honorable  centlemnn  fron 
Virginia,  (Mr.  RaanoLFB,)  that  he  baa  been  ia- 
formed  by  a  respectable  and  intelligmit  man  that 
the  fishing  business  failed  after  the  repeal  of  tho 
salt  doty ;  that,  perhaps,  the  debenture  certifi- 
cate might  be  very  convenient  for  those  poor 
men,  engaged  in  the  fisheriei,  to  patchnse  what- 
ever they  might  need  for  the  Toyng^  or  for  their 
families. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  a  fact,  that,  on  the 
whole,  the  fisheries  declined,  in  consequence  of 
the  repeal  of  ibesalt  duty. 

There  were  more  vessels  engaged  in  the  fish- 
ing business  in  1607  than  at  any  former  period. 
Since  that  period  other  causes  have  destroyed 
the  fisheries.  But  had  the  honorable  gentleman 
been  correct  tn  his  infornutioa  on  the  eabiecL 
he  himself  in  the  close  of  bis  statement  oSeiM 
a  safficteot  reason  for  their  decline^  to  wit,  that 
poor  men  tngagad  la  the  fiihsrtai  waatid  nadr 
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mooey,  which  was  obuiDed  hf  their  debcDtares 
daring  the  coatinuance  of  the  datjr  oo  »lt,  ■□(] 
not  as  has  beeo  intimated  that  the  drawback  ez- 
meded  the  duty.  Indeed  from  wbsi  I  hare  been 
able  to  learn  on  the  subject  Trom  men  engaged  in 
the  basiaess,  I  do  not  believe  ibe  drawback  ex- 
ceeds the  daty.  I  believe  those  engaged  in  the 
fisheries  have  paid  this  year  as  mucu  duty  oa 
mlt  over  and  above  the  drawback  as  farmers  who 
possess  property  of  equal  value. 

I  feel  bappy  to  agree  with  the  honorable  geu- 
tkman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  SrAHroBD,) 
KBpeetiDg  the  ehaneter  and  imperuDce  of  this 
data  of  citizens.  I  fully  eooeur  with  him  ia 
opinion  that  the  fisheries,  as  a  nursery  of  hardy, 
intrepid,  good  seamen,  are  of  rastly  more  conse- 
quence to  this  nation  than  military  academies. 

It  seems  now,  by  the  consent  and  approbation 
of  all,  we  are  to  have  a  navy.  Indeed  the  result 
of  our  late  Wars  has  demonstrated  iu  utility.  It 
then  bebooves  us  to  act  wisely,  tfnd  footer  the 
fisheries,  that,  should  war  unfortunately  again 
happen,  these  fishermen  (wholly  without  emfHoy- 
ment  in  time  of  war)  may  enter  on  board  our 
armed  ships,  and  do  as  they  always  have  done, 
bravely  fight  in  defence  of  their  country.  Du- 
ring the  Revolutionary  war  and  late  war,  they 
have  suffered  more  than  any  other  class  of  eiti- 
nns;  atill  tbey  expect  no  favors.  They  now 
pay  heavy  taxes  nnxnown  to  others,  such  as  du- 
tiea  on  hooki  and  lines,  duck,  cordage,  naval 
Bloica,  and  tonnage. 

I  am  not  diiptwed  to  comment  upon  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  or  the  late  treaty.  I 
trust,  however,  it  will  not  be  improper  on  this 
occasion  to  state,  that  previous  to  the  late  war, 
we  enjoyed  important  privileges  which  are  now 
lost.  1  particularly  allude  to  the  privilege  of 
taking  ub  at  NewfoundJaod,  and  also  on  the 
coasts,  bays,  and  creeks  of  all  other  of  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  dominioos  in  America,  and  to 
dry  and  cure  fish  io  any  of  the  unsettled  bay's 
harbors,  and  creeks  of  nova  Seoiia,  Magdalen 
Island,  and  Cape  Labrador,  so  ions  as  the  same 
afaall  remain  unsettled.  This  nation  once  es- 
teemed it  an  important  privilege.  After  our 
Revdutionary  war,  oar  Ambassadors  absolutely 
inaitled  on  the  right  of  the  fisheries.  They  would 
Mt  ugn  even  •  treaty  of  pence  onleaa  thai  right 
wu  secured.  It  deserves  to  be  noticed  that  our 
privilege  to  the  fisheries  was  seeorcd  by  Ibe  3J 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  It  also  eonsti- 
toies  the  3d  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
1783. 

1  fbrbear  at  this  time  to  go  into  considerations 
of  the  valae  of  tht  privilege  we  have  lost,  be- 
cause I  trust  we  are  now  treating  for  it.  i  hope 
it  will  yet  be  obtained,  that  we  may  he  placed  io 
this  respect  io  as  favorable  a  situation  as  we 
were  previous  to  the  late  war  with  Great  Briiain, 

Mr.  Kino  expressed  hisdrsbeliffuf  the  infurma- 
tloD  given  to  Mr.  Rahoolpb.  No  man,  be  said, 
would  so  to  sea  oo  the  bare  hope  uf  meeting  a 
Teasel  from  Turks  Island  casnally  sailing  with  a 
targo  of  salt. 

Mr.  Bakoolph  lald  that  If  large  Teasels  atilcd 
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from  the  New  England  porta  to  the  Wctt  Indies, 
and  men  ventured  io  them  three  thousand  milai 
without  a  compass,  rather  than  go  to  the  erpeost 
of  one,  they  would  feel  no  difficulty  to  go  to  sea 
00  the  hope  of  getting  rail,  particularly  if  they 
calculated  upon  the  rait  vesaels  from  Tntkt  , 
Island,  running  purpoaely  In  the  track  of  the 
fishing  vessels.  j 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Stah ronn  to  poslpont  | 
the  bill  to  Monday,  was  negatived. 

The  qoestioo  was  then  taken  by  yeas  aad  nays, 
on  the  pasituff  of  the  bill,  and  carried,  at  a  late  i 
hoar.r— Teas  89,  nays  5S,  as  followa : 

TsAt— Mflssra.  Alexander,  Archer.  Baker,  Hiairlt, 
Batenun,  Baylies,  Beoaatt,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Birdss^ 
Bloant,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Caldwell,  Cslbooa, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clui^  Kentucky,  Ckytim,  Cma- 
stCK^  Coodic^.  Crawford,  Creighutn,  Cutbbeit,  Dst> 
lington,  BsTeoport,  Desha,  Forsyth,  Gi^,  CMffin, 
Qronenor,  Hammond,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Haw4i,^ea- 
dersoo,  Hopkinson,  Holbert.  Ingban,  Jackson,  Johp- 
sou  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  King  of  North'  CanUn^ 
Law,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Maclay,  Mason,  Mayraot,  Me: 
Lean  of  Kentucky,  Mtddlelon,  Mills,  Milow,  Moaalsy, 
Moifree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleas- 
ants. Powell,  Hetd,' Reynold^  Robertson,  Root,  Rng- 
ffles,  Sergesnt,  Sbarpe.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stearns, 
Sturges,  Tsllm«dge,  Tsui,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Tay- 
lor of  Sooth  Carolina,  Telfur,  Thomas,  Throop, 
Tucker,  Wallace,  Wsrd  of  Msssachusetts,  Wando- 
w,  Wilde,  WUIonghkgr.Thomaa  Wilson,  Woodward, 
Yancey,  and  Tates^ 

Nats — Mesns.  Atberton,  Breekenridge,  Bri^han, 
Buroude,  Burwell,  Cady,  Chipman,  Cilley,  CUrk  of 
North  CsToUna,  Clopton,  Colpeper,  OaMoo,  Oolds- 
borongh,  Habn,  Hall,  Heister,  Hongerfonl,  Irwin  of 
Pennsylvania,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  Laagdon,  I«««is,  Lovett,  Lumpld^ 
Lyon.  McCoy,  Mc^t,  Moore  of  South  CsroUna.  Ndf 
son  of  Massschosetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Noyss, 
Parris,  Pickens,  Piper,  Randolph,  Rice.  Boane,  Rims, 
Ssvsge,  Soathard,  Stanford,  Strong.  Taggart,  Tata, 
Vose,  WhiiMide,  Wileex,  WUliama,  William  WUaoa, 
and  Wright. 

WMHXsnAT,  Jannnrj  ZL 
A  message  from  the  Seutte  informed  the  Hovae 
that  the  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  bill  from 
this  Huaae.  entitled  ''An  act  authorising  the  die- 
charge  of  James  Jeweit  from  his  imprisoonenL" 
The  bill  from  the  Sfoate  ''authorizing  the  sale 
of  a  lot  of  ground  belooging  to  the  United  States, 
situated  in  the  town  of  Kuoxville  and  State  of 
Tenoessee,**  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
ibt!  Committee  on  the  Public  Lauds. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  CommiUeeof  Bleedoas, 
made  a  report  un  the  credentials  of  the  members 
of  this  House,  declaring  them  aufficieni,dtc.j  which 
waa  rend. 

CANADIAN  REPCGEE8. 
Mr.Tnitoop.frum  the  select  committee  to  whom 
WHS  referred  the  peiiiiun  of  Abraham  Mnrkleaod  - 
Gideon  Friable  and  their  associates,  reported  m 
bill  for  the  rt-lief  of  cvriain  Canadian  refogees, 
who  joined  tbe  American  Army  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Briuio ;  which  was  rend  twice, 
and  cummittcd^The  tepoit  ia  aa  foUova : 
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That,  OB  dae  eonaidentioa  of  the  memorul,  ud  of 
the  erideDco  of  th«  fiwU  therein  conbuoed,  they  are 
M^sd  that  the  memorulieli  and  tbeir  aiwodatei  were 
midentfl  lo  Upper  Canada  at  the  conuneacement  of 
the  lata  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
wo,  to  which  thcjr  had  migrated  from  the  United  States; 
that,  unwilling  to  take  op  unw  against  their  native 
covntrr,  being  attached  to  the  prindptes  and  fbnns  of 
its  tiorernnaent,  and  enoonraged  by  the  hopes  of  rac- 
eess  end  protection  held  oat  to  tBem  by  the  command- 
en  of  the  MTeral  American  armies  which  appeared  on 
their  AoDtier  and  invaded  their  province,  they  aban< 
dooed  their  families  and  Uieir  fertunes,  and  joined  the 
AmerictB  standard  ;  that  theae  acts  incurred  a  forftit- 
Bie  of  their  eatatca  to  the  BritiBh  Government,  whidi 
ware  seized  to  tha  ■ea  of  thnt  Oovamment  by  iu  offi< 
ears,  in  poniMJiee  of  lawi  piawd  ibr  that  purpose.  It 
fartlMr  appeared  to  your  committee  that  the  memori- 
■liata  and  their  associatee  joined  tha  American  Army 
at  a  patiod  when  their  services  were  much  wanted, 
and  utat  they  were  with  th«  Army  to  all  ita  important 
aeUont  and  operations  on  the  Niagara,  daring  the  cam- 
paign of  1814,  under  General  Brown,  and  contributed 
jnocfa  to  ita  success  by  their  bravery,  tbeir  mcqnaint- 
anee  with  the  inb^itanto  of  the  Uanadas,  and  tba 
knowledge  thejr  imparted  of  tha  local  situatioa  of  ttie 
•sultry  I  that,  in  conseqaenca  of  their  adherence  to 
the  AmeriMn  eauae,  soma  of  them  wan  reduced  frem 
epnleiiee,  and  all  of  them  to  vrant. 

Tour  committee  are  therefore  of  Ofnaion  that  the 
ease  of  the  memorialists  and  their  associates  presents 
■  strong  claim  on  the  equity  of  this  Government,  and 
have  instracled  their  chairmaa  to  presaot  a  Ull  for 
their  raliaf.* 

RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  ROBBRTBON  offered  for  consideration  a  res- 
•lutioa  to  this  effect: 

Re§ohedp  That  die  Prendent  of  the  United  States 
he  leqaaatad  to  lay  before  this  House  sndi  information 
as  be  may'  possess,  which  he  may  not  think  it  impro- 

Cto  aenmnnieate*  telativa  to  the  demanda  said  to 
ra  baan  made  by  tha  Govenuaent  of  Spain  for  the 
easnan  of  a  pact  m  LooiaiaDa. 

Mr.  R.  said,  be  felt  it  his  daiy  to  make  this 
motion,  in  conseqaence  of  the  reportawith  which 
the  papers  io  Tariou«  parts  of  ibc  nation  teemed 
in  respect  to  this  sabject.  !f  it  was  a  topic  hif  bly 
iateresliog  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
generally,  it  was  particularly  so  lo  the  people  of 
the  State  which  he  repreaenled,  (Louisiaoa.) 
They  bad  been  safficieotly  annoyed  and  vezed, 
for  the  last  fifteen  years,  by  freqaent  changes  and 
nimors  of  changes  of  their  form  of  QoTeroment ; 
and  whether  this  report  were  true  or  not,  it  was 

£ roper  that  the  miods  of  his  constituents  should 
B  quieted  in  regard  to  it.  The  immense  distance 
ai  wbictk  they  were  situated  from  the  Seat  of 
QoTernment  would  make  them  more  anxious  to 
know  the  truth  on  this  head ;  and  he  should  feel 
that  be  neglected  their  ioteresu  if  be  failed  to 
make  the  effort  which  be  had  done,  to  remove  all 
doubu  from  their  miods  on  the  subject. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debate,  and 
witboat  a  division;  and  Messrs.  RoBBSTaoH  and 
Clatton  appointed  a  eommittea  to  lay  tbe  same 
before  tbe  President. 


•  t 
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(  THB  REV£NDE. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  acta 
therein  mentioned— tbe  act  laying  a  duty  on  bank 
notes  and  notes  discounted,  and  tbe  bill  laying  a 
daty  on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  B;alea— 
was  read  a  third  time.  The  qoestion  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  WIS  decided  in  tbe  affirmative- 
Mr.  RAMnoLPB  having  required  tbe  yeas  and  naya  , 
thereon,  in  order,  as  he  said,  to  record  his  vot* 
against  it.  For  the  bill  103,  against  it  43,  aa 
folluws: 

Tbas — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  AUiet- 
ton.  Baker,  Baasett,  Bataman,  Bennett,  Belts,  Birds- 
eye,  Blooot,  Boss,  Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Burnsidih 
Burwell,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Gaanea,  ChappsU, 
Chipmao,  Claris  of  N.  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentocky, 
Olendennin,  Coodict,  Conner,  Crawford,  CreiglUon, 
Cnthbert,  Darlington,  Deaha,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gain 
ton.  Griffin,  Grosreiior,  Habn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Har* 
din,  Hawea,  Henderson,  Hoger,  Hnngerford,  logham, 
Irving  of  New  York,  Irwin  of  Peonsylvania,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Tirginis,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of 
Virginia,  Ring  of  N.  Carolina,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes^ 
Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maday,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKea, 
McLean  of  Ohiot  Middleton,  Moore  of  Sooth  Carolina* 
Nekoa  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Panis,  PickaBS^ 
Pleasant^  Powdl,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertaon,  Raot^ 
Rose,  Savage,  Schenck.  Sharp,  Shefiay,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Sontbard,  Tau),  Taylor  of  New  York,  Tajkr 
of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop,  Towna- 
end,  Tucker,  WaUace,  Ward  of  New  York,  Weodo- 
ver,  Whiteside*  Wilde,  WUkio.  Williams,  TboBua 
Wibon,  William  Wilson,  Woodwaid,  Taooiy,  ud 
Yates. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies,  Bradbury,  Brigbam,  Brown, 
Champion,  Ciller,  Clayton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  OeU, 
Goldsboroogh,  Hale,  Hopkioson,  Jewett,  King  of  Mas- 
aachnaatts,  Langden,  Law,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Mason,  Mills, 
.Milnor,  Moffit,  Moeeln,  Nelson  of  Maasachosetta, 
Noyes,  Pickering,  Pitkm,  Randolpb,  Reed,  Roggleo, 
Sergeant,  Stanford,  Staami^  Strong,  Stuart,  Stnrges, 
Taggart,  Tata,  Voae,  Ward  of  Maaaachnaetts,  Wika^ 
and  Wri^t. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  "An  act  continniDg 
in  force  certain  acts  laying  duties  on  bank-notes, 
refined  sugars,  aod  for  other  purposes." 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so 
moch  of  an  act,  passed  on  tbe  23d  of  December, 
aa  imposes  addiltonat  dntiea  on  postage," 
waa  read  a  tnird  time,  and  paaaed. 

The  Hoiise  again  resoWed  itself  Into  m  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wbole,  on  the  remainder  of  tbe 
report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Tbe  question  before  tbe  House  oo  tbe  last  ad- 
journment, and  which  now  recurs,  was  on  a  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Clat  to  strike  out  thne  miUtoiu,  tha 
amount  of  tbe  direct  tax  proposed  to  be  levied 
annually  on  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clat,  considering  the  decision  of  the 
House  yesterday,  in  regard  to  a  proposed  ioerease 
of  the  duties  on  imporis,  as  decisive  against  bu 
object,  which  was  to  snbstiiuie  for  a  part  of  tha 
proposed  direct  lax  a  smalt  additional  doty  OQ 
imports,  calculated  to  produce  the  same  amount- 
withdrew  his  motion.  He  then  moved  to  amend 
tbe  resolve  respecting  the  direct  lax,  ao  u  to 
limit  it  to  one  year,  with  a  Tiaw  to  place  it  aiiDa- 


Digitized  by 


747 


filSTOfiT  OF  CONGRESS. 


748 


H.  orR. 


alljr  noder  the  control  of  tbia  House.  This  bo- 
tioD  was  agreed  to  by  a  majoritf. 

Mr.  HAamH  then  mored  to  ameod  the  resolve, 
ao  at  to  declare  it  expedleat  to  repeal  the  direct 
tax  laws  altogether,  except  so  mach  at  is  oeces- 
ttty  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  tax  slreadf 
due. 

Mr.  Haboin  said  that,  on  Saturday  last,  be  had 
■otified  the  House  that,  in  some  shape  or  other, 
lie  intended  to  iH-iog  the  question  before  tfann  as 
to  the  ezpedienpr  of  repealing  the  direct  tax ; 
ffaai  on  that  day,  be  bad  made  one  or  two  efibrts 
to  bring  the  question  directly  before  the  House 
when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  every  at- 
tempt ihiled,  because,  as  alleged  by  the  Chair,  it 
was  not  in  order.  It  ought  not  to  bare  been  a 
matter  of  importance  to  the  Cbair,  in  bis  endeav- 
ors  on  that  day  to  present  the  question  for  consid- 
eration,  whether  be  was  or  was  not  exactly  in 
trim  order;  because  if  a  man  be  entitled  to  ad- 
miasioD,  his  bowiogat  die  door  like  a  Frenchman 
«  an  Englishman,  ft  bcu  or  ft  elown,  as  long  as 
]h  bdiftTM  dceeftilT,  did  not  add  to  nor  diminish : 
Us  n(^.  Nor  did  he  baliere  thai  tbia  want 
tt  a  littlt  of  the  Qfraaiotty  deemed  imporunt  1^ 
tiM  Chmr,  oafbl  la  Iwae  prerented  him  from  be- 
iftf  bcand  n^wa  ft  grest  nftttonal  qoetttoa,  when 
iM.wftft  aoUcitofta  to  address  the  Hoan  on  the 
aujeot ;  or  that  beeaose  be  bad  bad  at  that  time 
the  eomplaiat  so  oonmoa  to  some  geailemen  ia 
this  House,  to  wit:  the  speech-making  fever. 
Mr.  H.  said  that  the  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  bav- 
fiw  1M!R1  oflbred  by  bin^,  h  laid  him  under  some 
ewigations  to  the  House  to  assign  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  him  to  do  it.  Mr.  H.  said  he 
approached  the  subject  with  great  diffidence  and 
teluciaace }  diffident  he  was,  because  he  distrusted 
bia  own  capacity  to  do  the  subjeeC  justice;  and 
Klaetant  ha  was,  beeanse,  to  bit  great  regret,  be 
had  witnessed  in  tbat  House  an  aneonqnerable 
indisposition  to  alter,  change,  or  modifv  anything 
Rjiiorted  by  anyone  of  the  Standing  Committees 
01  the  House.  He  said  the  manner  in  which  the 
legislative  business  was  conducted  destroyed  the 
freedom  of  legislation  altogether.  The  President 
•ignified  his  will  to  the  Heads  of  Departments— 
they  made  their  annual  report  to  the  House;  re- 
commending the  adoption  of  certain  measures; 
Jt  was  pretty  well  understood  tbat  what  they  re- 
commended was  the  will  of  the  Ezecative;  the 
Tcports  of  the  Heads  of  Departments  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Standing  Committees,  a  majority  of 
whom  were  followers  of  the  Executive  ;  toey 
jkept  in  secret  conclave  for  a  month  or  two,  until 
the  House  became  all  anxiety,  and  solicitude  was 
on  tiptoe.  Bach  day  an  inquiry  would  be  made 
when  tbey  would  report?  Not  ready  yet,  would 
be  the  answer.  The  members  of  the  commit- 
tee  looked  grave,  pensive,  and  melancholy,  as  if 
oppressed  with  a  mighty  weight  of  thought.  At 
laat  they  would  burst  upon  the  House  with  their 
MDort ;  and  what  was  tt  when  made  f  A  mere 
echo,  a  mere  response  to  Executive  will,  with 
smau  and  immaterial  variations,  intended  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  the  House  to  believe  that 
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they  had  matured  the  subject  well,  when,  per- 
haps, ibey  had  never  thought  about  it;  prede- 
termined, from  the  first,  to  reecho  back  m  sub- 
stance Presideniial  will;  and  when  the  repnt 
thus  made  finds  its  way  into  the  House,  it  is 
fixed.  Right  or  wrong,  it  must  not  be  altered. 
Each  member  of  tbe  commiuee  adheres  to  i^ 
each  banffer>-0B  sopperts  it,  and  all,  as  the  poet 
says,  Who  live  and  never  think,"  support  ii. 
Mr.  H.  said  that  independent  of  the  dmdva^ 
tases  he  labored  under  as  above  stated,  be  alM 
fett  a  little  chagrined  at  the  manaor  in  wUeh 
these  questions  respecting  the  taxes,  direet  and  ia- 
direct,are  brought  before  theHouse.  Each  item  of 
taxation  being  separately  dncossed,  each  wherief 
the  machinery  is  separately  presented,  and  we  are 
admonished  not  to  touch  it,  because  the  whole 
work  will  be  stopped  if  you  touch  ooe  of  the 
wheels.  I  liave  heard  of  many  manceovres  in 
military  and  naval  tactica.  Tbi^  sir,  may,  for 
what  I  know,  be  a  system  of  legislative  manau- 
vre,  and  it  ia  a  most  admirable  ooa  to  answer  the 
object  intended  for.  I  knowuf  nuny  who  would 
gladly  make  alteratiMs  in  tbe  system,  but  do  not 
utempt  it  £ar  fear  of  breaking  up  its  foundaitaa* 
The  eommittoe  have  had  it  under  eonwderatioo 
for  a  month  or  two^  and  we  ought  not  to  meddla 
with  it.  Mr.  H.  said  the  usk  was  too  Herculean 
for  him  to  believe  that  he  could  effect  and  pro- 
ewe  the  mdt^on  of  the  amendment  propocBd  by 
him.  Hence  arises^  said  Mr.  H.,  my  reuctanoe, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  address  at  this  ttmi  this  hon- 
orable committee  ;  but  as  I  pledged  mytelf  to 
the  House  on  Saturday  last  I  would  make  this 
efibri  to  repeal  the  direct  tax,  I  now  proceed  to 
redeem  that  pledge — to  perform  tbat  promise. 

It  is  contended  by  those  in  favor  of  ihe  ooatiaua- 
tion  of  tbe  direct  tax,  among  whom  I  ana  sorry  ta 
see  my  colleague,  the  honorable  Speaker}  first,  ihat 
thedireet  tax  u  neeeasftry,ia  aid  of  the  pveaeot  and 
prospective  reee^tts  of  tbe  Treasury,  to  «nabfa  tiw 
Qovernmeot  to  meet  tbe  deqwnde  againat  hei^ 
which  consist  of  tbe  necessary  expenditarea  for 
the  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  expenses; 
the  Military  and  Naval  Establishments  ;  tbe  in- 
terest on  the  national  debt  contracted  before  the 
war,  and  so  much  of  the  interest  as  we  are  bound 
to  pay  annually,  and  also  Ihe  interest  on  the  debt 
contracted  since  the  war.  It  is  furthermore  con- 
tended, even  should  tbe  sum  proposed  to  be  raised 
by  the  continuance  of  the  direct  tax  be  not  actu- 
ally wanting  for  the  porpoies  and  objects  above 
alluded  to,  yet,  that  the  system  itself  ought  to  be 
preserved,  and  ought  never  hereafter  to  be  abol- 
ished, because  it  wilt  enable  Government  to  ex- 
tend her  internal  improvements,  add  a  large  sum 
to  tbe  Sinking  Fund,  and,  alsc^  by  preserving  tbe 
system,  the  machine  can  readily  be  put  in  mo- 
tion, whenever  another  ww,  or  the  energies  of 
Government  may  demand. 

The  first  point  which  1  shall  endeavor  to  prove. 
Mr.  Chairman,  will  be,  that  the  sum  contemphrted 
to  beyaised  by  the  direct  tax  for  the  purposes  men- 
tioned by  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the  lax,  ia 
not  necessary  to  effectuate  those  objects.  Sec- 
ondly, even  if  it  should  be  necessary,  aoooertbau 
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the  lax  iboald  eostiDae,  it  would  be  better  to  re- 
dno0  tbe  staoding  army  from  tea  to  six  thousaQd, 
vUeb  redaction  woald  relieve  the  Treasury  froia 
an  anoaal  demand  to  the  amoaat  of  nearly  tbe 
net  proceeds  of  the  direct  tax.  I  shall  also  en- 
deavw  to  show  that  if  tbe  tax  be  aot  necessary 
to  enable  tbe  Qoremment  to  meet  the  demands 
a^ost  ber,  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed  as  an  un- 
wise, an  odious  tax ;  one  oppressive  to  its  collec- 
tion to  Ue  QoTeruoient,  ana  oppressive  to  tbe  peo- 
ple. J  shall,  in  discussiog  the  several  points,  in 
pasaing  alou,  notice  such  observations  as  occur 
to  me,  and  I  deem  materially  pertinent  to  the 
poiBt,  which  were  made  in  ojuosition  to  tbe  doc* 
ttipe  I  now  oonteDd  for.  Aoa  lastly,  as  we  have 
in  Ihia  House  hfacd  mneh  of  natioBol  glory,  and 
in  what  it  eooaistii,  putieularly  from  the  (^nlle- 
■MD  froiD  Sooth  Carolina,  I  aball  give,  as  briefly 
as  I  eu,  wbet  eoosiitutes  ibe  national  glory  of  a 
republican  GovemmeBt.  As  to  the  first  point  I 
propose  to  establisb,  permit  me,  before  I  enter 
loto  an  enumeration  of  facts  relating  to  tbe  de- 
mands against  the  <3overomcnt,  and  which  she 
wUl  be  bound  aonaally  to  pay,  and  also  of  tbe 

Sobable  receipts  of  tbe  Treasury,  to  ioform  this 
onse  that  I  have  no  data  to  make  my  calcala- 
lious  from  except  those  furnished  by  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  ;  and  I  am  induced  to  be- 
Ueve  that  bis  statement  of  fiiets,  so  far  as  I  rely 
Upon  them,  to  prove  tbe  points  I  contend  for,  will 
sot  be  doubted,  for  wbeo  he  makes  bis  estimates 
from  eonjeciure,  tbey  are  made,  it  is  evident,  as 
uofavorable  to  my  side  of  the  question  as  be  could 
posaibly  make  tbeai<  For,  tarning  your  attentioa, 
Mr.  Cbairmaa,  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasary,  aad  to  tbe  ayiiem  of  rcvenoe  he 
propooea,  his  object  and  that  of  the  Preaident  eao- 
not  be  misunderstood;  that  is,  internal  taxes,  di- 
xeciaod  indirect;  large  standing  armies  in  time 
of  peace,  with  a  cootinnal  outcry  of  danger  where 
aone  exists ;  large  sums  of  money  to  be  disburaed 
in  a  variety  of  chimerical  projects,  to  increase  in- 
stead of  lessen  tbe  demands  against  the  Qovern- 
meni.  AU  this  for  the  purpose  of  enhancing  their 
own  ideal  glory, continuing  and  extending  public 
patronage,  and  running  tbe  road  of  power  in  the 
same  way  that  President  Adams  did,  except  to 
attempt  aad  succeed  in  those  measures  which 
Adaios,  when  most  invested  with  power  never 
dreamed  of,  measures  calcalated  to  oppress  the 
people  and  deatroy  the  rcpnbliean  form  of  Gov- 
ern menu 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Seereiary  of  the 
Tnasory,  tbe  amoant  of  tbe  national  deot,  eoa- 
tneted  before  the  war,  was,  on  the  hat  of  Sep- 
tember,  181^  939,135,484  96}  the  interest  and 
anoaal  reimbursemeot  of  that  debt,  as  much  as 
we  are  bound  to  pay  by  contract,  is  $3,460,000; 
the  amount  of  the  funded  debt  since  ibe  war,  as 
liquidated  and  funded  up  to  the  lost  of  September, 
1815,  is  970,000,000;  the  interest  which  Govern- 
ment ia  bound  annaaJly  to  pay  on  that  debt.  Is 
$^200,000 ;  tbe  amount  of  toe  civil,  diplomatic 
and  miscellaneous  expenses,  is  estimated  at  the 
aim  of  #1,800,000;  for  the  Military  Bslablisfa- 
mnt,ftt  t«n  ihonauid  men,  $6,118,169;  for  the 


Naval  Batablisbmeot,  ioclnding  9300.000,  an- 
nually appropriated  to  the  increase  of  the  Navy, 
92,716,510;  the  total  amount  for  all  the  expendi- 
tures, as  estimated  by  tbe  Secretary,  is  $17^8, 
669.  These  estimates  are  all  made  upon  a  pre- 
dication that  tbe  Army  will  always  have  their 
complement  of  men  and  officers, and  no  one  lack- 
ing; and  what  is  somewhat  astonishing,  aitd 
would  be  more  so,  if  in  these  days  there  was  not 
so  many  strange  things  to  wonder  at,  that  the 
civil  liat  of  next  year,  in  times  of  peace,  is  esti- 
mated at  $540,000  more  than  was  the  estimate 
for  1812.  So  much  for  dexterity  in  working  hard 
to  waste  public  money  1  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  it 
is  only  one  item  in  myproofs  going  to  show  that 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  effiBciuate  thf 
great  administration  system  of  public  patropupL 
arising  from  taxes,  armies,  navies,  &e.  extendea 
bis  estimates  higher  than  was  necessary,  tiet  us 
now  examine  the  supposed  receipts  of  tbe  Trea- 
sury, given  by  the  Secretary,  bottomed  uptm  the 
principle  that  the  double  duties  are  to  be  continued 
antil  June,  1816,  and  the  system  of  indirect  taxa- 
tion  adoated  as  recommeoded.  The  greater  part 
of  tbe  bills  have  either  passed,  or  the  0ouse,  by  tea* 
oIuiioDs,  has  already  expnsati  its  determination  to 
pass  them.  As  to  the  amount  arising  from  tonnage 
and  customs,  after  the  double  duties  ceasr,  and 
forty-two  per  centum  is  added  to  the  old  duties, 
as  is  contemplated,  the  receipts  of  the  Treasary 
will  be  917,000,000 ;  internal  duties,  as  estimated, 
94,500,000;  sales  of  public  lands,  91,000,000.; 
postage,  and  incidental  receipts,  9400,000 ;  mak- 
ing in  the  whole,  exclusive  of  the  direct  tax, 
9^900,000 :  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  after  paying 
off  every  demand  against  Government,  a  surplna 
of  $5,611,331  annually.  But  it  is  contended,  that 
the  receipts  of  the  Government  are  precarious, 
and  may  fall  short  of  what  they  are  estimated  at. 
1  do  not  believe  that  will  be  tbe  case,  but,  instead 
of  falling  abort,  will  greatly  exceed  what  they  are 
estimated  at ;  for  I  do  verily  believe,  tbey  are  es- 
timated too  low — and  if  I  was  to  say  by  design, 
perhaps  I  would  not  say  too  much;  for,  when  1 
am  sMakingof  design,  it  will  be  remembered  by 
this  House,  that  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary, be  informed  us  that  the  sum  received  and 
receivable  into  the  Treasury  for  lost  year,  from 
duties,  was  only  925,000,000;  but  wbeo,  by  a 
resolution  of  this  House  yesterday,  calling  oa 
the  Secretory  to  s»te^  speoificolly,  tbe  amount  of 
each  quarter,  he  this  morning  sent  to  tbe  Ifoase 
this  report,  which  I  hold,  in  my  hand^  in  which 
he  is  compelled  to  aeknowle^e  his  mistake,  and, 
no  doubt  to  his  unspeakable  regret,  further  to  ac- 
knowledge that  the  receipts  of  tbe  Treasury,  in- 
stead of  $25,000,000,  as  stated,  is  928,848,897.  In 
passing  along,  the  House  must  pardon  these  little 
digressions;  for  I  cannot  omit  poiatiog  out  those 
little  inaccuracies  in  the  report,  by  way  of  show- 
ing that  the  whole  soul  and  energies  of  the  Bx- 
ecuUve  and  his  Ministers  are  devoted  to  this 
favorite  system  of  taxation,  standing  armie^dlc> 
Tbe  net  amount  of  our  revenue,  arising  from 
tonnage  and  customs,  after  tbe  double  duUe^and. 
forty-two  per  centum  is  added  to  the  old  dutiar, 
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is  e8tim»ted,as  I  have  said  before,  at  $17,000,000; 
Ifaat  is  a  lum  aufficieot  to  establish  the  position  I 
act  ont  to  prove.  But  it  is  contended,  that  the 
estimation  is  too  hi^h.  To  prove  it  too  low,  in 
the  years  1807  nod  1808,  when  onr  trade  was  em- 
barrassed by  the  restrictive  system,  the  amount . 
of  tonnace  and  customs  were  somewhere  about 
$15,000,000.  Now,  if  our  trade  in  imports  and 
tonnage  only  equals  either  of  these  years,  when 
you  add  forty-two  per  centum  thereto,  Instead  of 
customs  and  toana^e  netting  $17,000,000,  as  esti- 
mated, it  will  net  upwards  of  $20,000,000.  This 
estimate  which  I  have  made  is  fortified  by  this 
additional  circumstance:  in  l815,  with  the  double 
duties  on,  ibe  tonnage  and  customs  amounted  to 
$28,348,897.  Take  ofi'the  double  duties,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  add  forty-two  per  centum,  and  if  our 
importsand  tonnage  for  years  to  come  only  equal 
lut  year,  it  will  bring  Into  the  Treasury  $80,127,- 
717.  Bat  il  is  said  we  have  lost  the  eartyiog 
trade,  and  all  the  tonnage  employed  in  it,  and  the 
•inouDt  of  duties  arising  in  consequence  of  some 
goods  being  obliged  to  De  landed  here  to  enable 
the  veitsels  to  clear  from  •ur  ports.  It  is  also 
alleged  we  have  lost  soma  of  our  tonnage  In  be- 
inff  restricted,  limited,  and  circumscribed,  in  our 
fisheries,  (one  of  the  acqulsiticHts  obtained  by  the 
war.)  1  am  not,  Mr.Cbairman,  acquainted  with 
those  branches  of  trade,  and.  therefore  do  not 
know  what  will  be  the  probable  loss  the  revenue 
will  sustain  on  account  of  the  causes  before  men- 
tioned; bat  I  have  conversed  with  gentlemen 
who  are,  and  they  inform  me  that  the  probable 
loss  on  account  of  the  loss  of  the  carrying  trade 
and  part  ol  the  fisheries,  will  not  exceed  more 
than  two  millions  per  aonum.  But  admit  it  to 
be  two,  nay,  three  millions,  do  you  not  believe 
that  the  increase  of  population  and  wealth  in  this 
eeuotry,  since  1807  and  1808,  more  than  equals 
those  partial  losses  to  our  revenue,  and  also  the 
additional  loss  the  revenue  may  sustain  by  the 
demand  for  goods  being  to  a  small  extent  supplied 
by  home  manufacture  ?  The  sales  of  public 
lands  are  estimated  at  $1,000,000,  because  the 
receipts  from  that  source  last  year  amounted  to 
that  sum.  But  I  am  informed  by  a  member  of 
this  House,  that  the  amount  of  sales  last  year, 
was  upwards  of  $2,000,000 ;  and  this  House  must 
know,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  now  the  Indian  war 
is  over,  what  a  vast  population  is  now,  and  will 
be  for  years,  rolling  from  the  Bast  to  the  West — 
so  much  so,  that  I  should  not  be  astonished,  if 
the  sales  of  land,  instead  of  one,  are  three  or  four 
millions  per  aooom.  This  House  will  not,  I  trust, 
forget  this  further  particular,  that  each  year  the 
demands  against  the  Government  wEU  he  dimin- 
iahed  to  the  amount  of  the  interest  upon  each  in- 
Btalment  of  principal  that  is  paid,  and  the  sources 
<^ revenue  will  increase,  and  surely  it  would  be 
wise  and  sound  policy,  that  if  the  first  year  we 
were  only  able  to  meet  the  demands  against  Oov- 
emment,  seeing  that  the  second  year  we  will 
have  a  surplus,  which  will  increase  each  succeed- 
ing year,  to  ease  the  people  from  the  burden  of 
taxation,  as  much  as  possible;  for  thejr  hare 
already  aufibrcd  in  varioiu  ways  greatlyi  in  coa- 
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sequence  of  the  war.  But  it  is  also  alleged,  ibtt 
the  taxes  should  be  continued  to  pat  into  on 
eoffera  large  aum*  of  monejr,  to  be  appropriated 

to  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  extinguish  the  priaeipal 
of  the  new  debt  when  it  bfcnmes  miyable,  whteh 
I  believe  is  in  1825, 18S6, 1837 1  To  that  course 
of  argument  I  an)«wer  that  long  before  that  tine 
the  Old  national  debt  will  be  extinguished,  whieh 
will  leave  a  surplus  of  money  in  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  which  can  be  suppled  to  the  exiio^uishmeot 
of  the  principal  of  the  new  debt  as  it  becomes 
due;  and  also,  the  surplus  that  will  remain  from 
the  revenue  without  the  direct  tax.  These  two 
several  items  can  usefully  be  applied  to  the  total 
extinction  of  the  principal  of  the  new  debt,  when 
it  becomes  due  and  payable.  Mr.  H.  said,  that  he 
would  remind  this  House,  that  when  our  revenue 
in  1814,  amounted  only  to  $11,836,807,  that  the 
domestic  debt,  independent  of  the  foreign  deb^ 
which  was  several  million,  amoanted,  after  the 
parchaac  of  Louisiana,  to  $80,691,130,  and  thea 
It  was  not  deemed  necessary  by  the  President  and 
Congress  to  have  eiiher  a  direct  or  indirect  tax; 
and  which  debt,  both  domestic  and  foreign,  was 
by  the  last  of  September,  1815,  all  paid  offbnt 
$39,000,000;  and  now  we  must  have  both  direct 
and  indirect  taxes  to  a  great  amount,  and  forty-two 
per  centum  added  to  the  duties  and  tonnage — all 
fpr  what  purpoM?  because  we  want  it  now  ?  no^ 
but  to  apply  it  now  to  a  sinking  fund,  there  to  re- 
main until  the  first  of  the  debt  becomes  due  in  1825. 
To  get  the  money,  Mr.  Chairman,  into  thepuUic 
coffers  is  the  object;  to  apply  it  to  the  Sinking 
Fund  is  the  pretext  for  getting  it ;  thus  the  real  ol^ 

J'ect  in  collecting  the  money  may  be  three  or  four 
bid.  First, to havemoneyatcommandtosquander 
itawayapon  Satterers and  favorites:  secondly,tfl 
keep  np  the  system  of  raxatioo  to  streogrlhen  the 
Bxecutire  by  the  additional  means  of  distribiMiog 
offices,  and  perhaps  added  to  these  reasons  there 
may  be  some  little  reluctance  at  seeing  aome 
favorites  go  out  of  oflSce  who  are  now  in,  and 
who  must  be  turned  out  should  this  law  tw  re* 
pealed ;  or  peradveuture,  thoug^h  the  idea  I  ac- 
knowledge IS  somewhat  romantic,  to  give  the  heir 
apparent,  when  he  fills  the  Presidential  Chair — 
for  you  all  know  who  I  mean  by  the  heir  apparent, 
(Mr.  Monroe) — the  popularity  aiteodaotupon  the 
repeal  of  such  odious  laws,  which  will  be  the 
means  of  insuring  his  re-election.  But  we  are 
told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  resolution,  to  which 
I  propose  the  amendmea^is  only  for  one  year} 
this  18  only  aogaring  the  ptU  to  make  us  take  the 
medicine  the  bettei^f  it  be  naceaaarr  for  one 
year  it  is  neeesaary  for  years  to  come.  It  wilt  be 
recollected  hy  the  House,  that  on  aeeottnt  of  the 
peace  the  receipt*  of  the  Treasury  for  1815  were 
apwards  of  $13,000,000  more  than  the  demands 
against  the  Goveroment,  and  also  the  reeeipta 
which  will  accrue  before  tbe  double  duties  expiry 
which  is  in  June,  1810,  will  bring  such  a  sun 
into  the  Treasury  as  will  enable  the  Government 
to  meet  the  extraordinary  demands  against  her, 
which  demands  consist  in  the  appropriations  this 
session  to  pay  ofi'ihe  demands  due  the  Army,  and 
the  Treasarr  notes  now  In  eironktioB.  Tlw 
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BcereUrf,  in  his  report,  Mjrt  that  it  is  not  neees- 
sary  to  legislate  for  one  year  oa\j  \  thai  the  Trea- 
aarf  is  competent  to  meet  all  the  extraordioarir 
demands  a^inai  it  thu  ]fear. 

But,  if  it  were  otherwise,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  reduce  our  eipeoses  wittiia  the  ioeonie  from 
doties  on  commerce,  Mr.  H.  said,  be  woold  re- 
dvee  the  Arm/.  He  was  aware  that,  in  approach- 
ing this  saigeel,  he  loncbed  a  hornet's  nvsl,  and 
perhapi  ihanld  be  ato^.  The  Army,  which  in 
1808  was  deemed  ao  hurtfol,  was  bow  the  farorite, 
beeanse  hj  it*  means  our  friends  can  get  into 
office,  aad  we  mint  bare  an  army  of  20,^0  men, 
that  ia^  on  paper;  it  was  not  cared  whether  we 
bad  the  men,  so  that  we  hare  the  officers,  and  the 
sargeoDs,  eomtractors,  &e.;  so  that  we  have  the 
bnlk  of  tbis  mammoth,  we  care  little  for  the  blood 
and  sinews.    No,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  ranks  of  the 
Army  are  not  filled.   During  the  late  war,  though 
we  bad  i\x\Y  thousand  men  on  paper,  we  had  at 
no  time  tweotf'five  thousand  in  the  field.  We 
had  plenty  of  officers,  so  many  of  them,  that  he 
had  heard  a  suggestion,  that  they  ought  to  be  re- 
duced and  organized  so  as  to  assist  to  fill  the  va- 
eaot  ranks.    He  was,  he  said,  for  reducing  the 
Army  to  six  thousand  men.  But  the  House  was 
told,  the  Army  moat  not  be  reduced;  that  the  de' 
£eoee  of  the  nation  ought  to  be  ri^rded  as  a 
primary  object.  Certainly ;  but  was  it  to  depend 
npon  a  standiog  army  ?  Let  me  remark,  aaid  he, 
that  this  argument  ia  inconsistent  with  the  genius 
of  oor  Qoveroment,  which  require*  os  to  depend 
on  the  militia  for  our  defence;  for  that  object 
every  citizen  is  a  soldier.   Whenever  this  people 
eaoDot  defend  their  liberties,  then  has  ihe  body 
politic  become  rotten,  then  may  we  bid  farewell 
to  liberty.   But  it  is  said  these  ten  thousand  men 
are  necessary  for  garrison  service.   Where,  he 
wked,  were  garrisons  necessary  7   If  they  were 
necessary  for  the  whole  country  from  the  District 
of  Maine  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  there 
ought  to  be  a  hundred  thousand  instead  of  ten 
thouaand  men.  What  are  three  or  four  handred 
men  in  this  or  that  spot  for  the  purposes  of  de- 
fence anioat  an  iovadiog  enemy  1  Mr.  H.  said 
he  sboiild  like  to  see  a  garrison  at  New  Orleans, 
and  at  one  or  two  posts  on  the  frontier.  But  oi 
what  account  woold  be  a  few  at  one  place,  and  a 
few  at  another?  There  was  a  repment  at  Prairie 
du  Qnenr—oS  what  account  are  they  ?  These  lo- 
diaos  have  do  dread  ofpermaaent  garrisons^  bat 
of  nkottoted  riflemen.  What  could  a  few  decrepid 
men  do  against  a  horde  of  active  and  vigorous 
Indians  t   Bat  we  are  to  have  not  only  this  force, 
bet  the  Executive  project  of  an  invalid  coriu  of 
two  thousand  men,  to  be  used  for  garrison  service ; 
ud  we  are  to  put  these  one-ie^ed  and  one*armed 
men  to  watch  the  Indians  on  the  Wabash,  who 
flit  about  like  ghosts— here  to-day,  there  to-mor- 
row— who  can  travel  ao  hundred  miles  in  a  night 
on  an  emergency;  who  have  an  open  frontier,  if 
they  wish  to  come,  to  which  garrisons  at  two  han- 
dred miles  apart  afford  but  little  protection. 
Tbeae  Indians  dread  a  contest  with  the  United 
8iucs ;  they  know  the  people  of  the  Weal  ooly 
«ish  an  e|forianUy  to  crash  ihdm;  a«d  ibat 


they  have  the  ability  to  do  it.  Where,  then,  said 
Mr.  H.,  are  we  to  employ  our  tea  thousand  men  t 
Against  Spain,  says  the  Speaker ;  for,  somewhere 
or  other,  either  at  a  ball,  party,  sleighing  match, 
or  in  a  hack,  the  Spanish  Mioister  had  siffoifiett 
somethiog  about  the  Floridas.  What  did  ne  say, 
or  where  did  he  say  it,  no  one  knows.  Thesiory 
about  this  talk  oi  the  Spanish  Minisier's,  put 
him  in  mind  of  the  preacher  who  gave  notice  tnat 
he  should  begin  at  such  a  point  on  Kentncky 
river,  and  preach  all  the  way  down,  from  day  to 
day;  and  the  pariieularaof  ibe  etory  about  ibe 
Spanish  Minister  were  about  as  well  defined. 
But,  if  it  were  true,  was  this  lo  be  held  up  as  an 
object  of  terror  to  oa?  Proclaim,  said  Mr.  H., 
to  the  people,  that  .Mexico  in  free  spoil ;  that  the 
land  on  Red  river  will  be  theirs  if  they  congoer 
it,  and  the  Western  people  will  swarm  upon  it 
like  the  locosis  upon  Egypt*  These  ten  thousand 
regulars  are  not  wanted  for  that  purpose;  the 
Spaniards  woold  not  be  a  breakfast  for  us.  But 
these  men  are  to  be  kept  up.  Why?  Because 
the  Spanish  people  have  rebelled  against  their 
own  Government  in  the  provtnces?  What  have 
we  to  do  with  that?  The  Gtoveroreent  of  Old 
Spain  being  opposed  in  the  provinces,  the  very 
circumstance  m  the  rebellion  ia  the  strongest 
reason  why  Spain  should  be  friendly  towute 
us.  She  knows,  if  ihe  United  Stales  were  to 
march  its  forces  there,  the  standard  of  liberty 
would  be  everywhere  erected.  Tbis,  then,  is  ao 
reason  for  keeping  up  the  Army.  But,  it  is  satdj 
the  affiitrsof  Europe  are  unsettled.  When  were 
they  ever  more  settled?  When  tfae  Army  waa 
reduced  during  Jefferson's  Administration  ?  Mr. 
H.said  he  believed  not.  We  were  under  no  ob- 
ligations to  eogage  in  every  contest  which  arisea 
in  Europe.  What  Power  in  Europe,  he  asked, 
has  a  disposition  to  invade  as?  None.  What 
dangermenacesusfromaoyquarier?  None.  Wby 
then  keep  up  an  army  to  fight  windmills?  Are 
the  double  and  triple  alliances  to  be  the  order  of 
the  day,  snch  as  those  of  George  the  First?  Hr» 
H.  said  he  abhorred  them,  and  we  bad  no  bnsinesa 
with  them.  But  the  ^ntlemaa  from  Kentacky 
(Mr.  Clay)  had  said,  instead  of  diminishing,  bo 
would  have  increased  the  Arm^.  W^as  it  possible 
that  the  gentleman  had  lost  his  old  ideas  on  this 
subject?  Was  it  necessary  lo  the  safety  of  this  Re- 
publican Government  to  maintala  large  standing 
armies?  Or  was  it, Mr.  H.  said,  that  the  gentle- 
man had  snuffiMl  the  tainted  gala  from  the  plains 
of  Waterloo,  and  was  disposed  to  fight  and  (o  ne- 
gotiate with  every  nation?  During  Wasbimv- 
tor's  Administration  the  Army  had  never  been 
as  high  as  even  eight  thoueand  men  ;  and  there 
was  less  danger  now  than  then.  The  Powers  of 
Europe  had  as  little  regard  to  justice  then  as  now. 
We  were  then  weak,  compared  to  what  we  are 
now,  and  more  inviting  to  foreign  invasion,  as 
being  ao  easier  prey.  When  we  have  increased 
from  three  to  eight  miUioos,ean  we  be  in  grcatn 
danger  than  we  were  then,  when  a  smaller  forea 
was  deemed  snfficient?  Every  means  of  offeooa 
and  defence  have  proportionately  iaereased  with 
ogr  popalaiion.  The  importance  and  magiitnde 
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•f  the  estabtifhineDls  in  Btirope  hare  ineraaaed, 
it  is  said-  In  name  they  may,  but  they  are  d<h 
in  effect  as  stroog :  we  shatl  soon  see  the  military 
Powers,  drawD  together  by  a  common  object,  to 
yat  down  Bonaparte,  ptao^e  their  daggers  to  each 
other's  bosom. '  Mr.  H.  said  his  hair  did  not  stand 
on  end  at  the  glimmer  of  moonlight  tbroogh  the 
Itees.  Those  Tears  which  had  been  expressed  by 
ether  geotlemeo  in  debate  might  arise  from  minds 
«litjUe  distempered  by  too  {treats  desire  to  pre- 
serve the  nation.  Mr.  H.  aaid  be  was  opposed  to 
%  standing  army  on  principle;  and  the  more  so, 
because  all  the  train  of  blooosuokerq  about  it  were 
to  be  sHbstained  by  taxes  on  the  people.  Down 
mitb  the  -whole  system  I  sud  he;  down  with  it, 
Uke  Lucifer,  never  to  rise  again !  and  let  us  depend 
•n  militia,  well  trained,  welt  disciplined— on  mi- 
Uli«,  bappy  at  borne ;  not  a  militia  who  are  ground 
down  by  taxes— a  militia,  not  like  dogs  aod  span- 
iels, that  the  more  you  chastise  them  the  more 
ikey  like  you.  Militia  must  be  dieeipUned  ;  but 
they  will  not  fight  without  afiectioii  to  tfaeir  coua- 
trft  created  by  an  attention  on  your  part  to  their 
intnests.  There  are  two  kinds  of  patriotism,  Mr. 
B.  uid — the  clamoroos  whipsyllabub  patriotism 
•—me  rain  will  wash  it  all  off;  and  the  other, 
that  <rf  the  man  who  reaps  his  own  harvest,  cots 
Itts  own  grain,  and  uses  it  after  it  is  out ;  the 
nan  who  has  a  fireside  and  farm  of  bis  own,  who 
Uks  the  Scythian  refuses  lo  go  from  home  to 
ight,  bVt  will  fight  till  death  irao  invader  comes 
lot  hu  father's  tomb.  Carthage  bad  a  standing 
nnny,aDd  she  fell.  Rome  had  but  a  militia,  and 
dMiended  herself.  The  instant  she  established  a 
standing  amy,  disorder,  confusion,  and  mobs,  en- 
sued, and  she  soon  became,  by  means  of  her  mil- 
itary champions,  a  prey  to  the  veriest  despots  the 
world  ever  knew.  These  are  the  effecu  (H  stand- 
ipg  armies,  to  maintain  which  here,  the  direct 
tax  is  to  be  retained.  I  have  made  these  remarks 
with  a  Tiew  of  showing  that  we  ought  to  get  rid 
ttf  these  taxes,  even  at  the  expense  of  this  gov- 
wumeotal  favorite.  If  necessary,  let  us  strangle 
it.  Mr.  H.  mid,  however,  he  would  not  co  the 
laDgjth  of  some  ^tlemen  in  their  ideas  of  eeon- 
•my.  He  was  in  fiivor  of  a  gradual  increase  of 
the  Navy,  one  consistent  with  oar  means,  and  for 
•U  those  expeoditures  which  a  liberal,  not  a  pro- 
fuse  policy,  will  require. 

Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  examine  the  merits  of  this 
tax,  to  show,  that  if  it  could  at  all  be  dispensed 
witb,  it  ou^ht  to  be  put  down.  The  outney  arising 
from  the  direct  tax  was  the  most  expensive  that 
aver  eame  into  the  Treasury ;  it  is  ptu  down  as 
OOeting  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  coL- 
Imtioo ;  but,  Mr.  H.said,  he  would  venture  lo  say 
that  the  actual  cost  of  collection  would  be  found 
to  be  not  less  than  fonr  or  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  what  with  your  collectors,  commissioners 
of  the  revenue,  aod  a  hundred  other  officers.  Was 
k  not  imporunt  that  eontriboticlis  should  not  be 
levied  in  this  incoovenieut  and  expensive  mode? 
If  the  money  must  be  collected,  why  not  find  a 
w»  of  loosing  the  purse-strings  more  eonveni- 
OBiIf If  money  be  ooUected  by  indirect  taxes, 
Ifea  eepsnmer  hu  the  option  whethw  or  not  he 


will  buy  the  arttfiles  so  taxed,  whether  he  wiU 
run  his  stills  or  not.  He  has  an  optioo,  aod  this 
sweetens  his  feelings.  But,  when  the  proud, 
official,  strutting,  consequential  character,  the 
deputy  collector,  waits  upon  him  with  his  saddle- 
bags on  his  arm,  and  taxes  his  bed  from  uodev 
him  to  pay  the  direct  tax,  he  feels  iodignaot,  and 
wishes  he  had  not  been  bora  ia  sneh  a  Govern* 
ment.  Besides,  the  direct  tax  is  that  tax  by  which 
(be  State  governments  ate  ud  always  mosrbs 
supported.  Is  this  mode  of  mxaiioo  selected  in 
order  to  let  the  people  know  who  protects  them? 
Surely  not.  This  was  a  tax,  he  said,  hateful  to  the 
people,and  subjecting  them  to  ionaaaerable  frauds. 
The  beat  half  of  the  men  employed  in  this  busioaw 
of  collecting  a  few  cents  from  one,  a  few  from 
another,  and  so  on,  were  scoundreU,  and  cheats, 
and  would  not  stop  at  doubling  the  amount  of 
the  tax  they  ought  to  collect  from  a  man  who 
was  not  well  enough  informed  lo  detect  their 
roguery.  Fortunately  or  unforionateiy,  Mr.  H. 
said,  it  had  been  his  doty  as  a  professional  man, 
to  detect  practices  of  this  kind.  These  ooUeetois, 
he  said,  were  something  like  the  man's  son  whose 
father  told  him  to  make  money,  boneatly  if  Jm 
could,  but  to  make  money.  Most  of  Uiem  earod 
but  little  how  they  made  it.  The  direct  tax,  h« 
said,  is  a  costly,  odious,  and  opuressive  tax,  which 
streof  thened  the  ana  of  the  Governinenl,  by  op: 
pressug  the  people.  He  had  witnessed}  with 
some  regret,  the  rapid  increase  of  Bxeeuiiva 
patronage;  he  had  witnessed,  with  pain,  the 
efforts  to  make  the  arm  of  the  mighty  stroager— 
to  extend  that  filxeeutive  influence  which  bad 
already  swollen  to  a  mighty  torrent,  carryiiig  da* 
vastation  before  it.  laBteaa  of  seeiog  the  streams 
which  fed  this  mighty  river,  increased- by  what? 
Ibis  mammoth  bank — by  what  more?  by  mil- 
itary academies,  invalid  corps,  direct  taxes,  aad 
all  the  energies  of  power  j  instead  of  set- ing  this, 
he  wished  to  see  the  streams  reduced,  dried  up 
as  fast  as  they  could,  so  that  this  river,  instead 
of  carrying  destruction  to  every  one  coming  ia 
contact  with  it^  should  he  confined  within  Ici 
banks,  as  in  the  time  of  GSeneral  Washingtoa-^ 
he  wiriied  to  see  it  uasd  in  the  good  old  way; 
and  the  good  old  way,  believe  Mm,  was  at  last 
the  best. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  bad  heard  a  great  deal,  sinoe 
he  came  here,  about  what  is  eaUed  the  nMional 

flory.  What  it  meaut  precisely,  be  knew  not. 
r  toe  glory  acquired  in  the  late  war  was  meant, 
he  begged  to  disiioguisb  Congress  and  the  Pres- 
identfrom  the  sailors  and  tbe  Army,  who  fought 
our  battles.  The  latter,  he  said,  bad  acquired 
glory,  by  land  and  sea,  which  would  laet  until 
the  history  of  these  times  should  be  no  more.  As 
to  the  President  and  Congress,  said  he,  we  bad 
better  say  nothing  about  the  glory  they  hare 
got.  I  know  several  gentlemen  in  Congresi 
who  obtained  in  the  war  imperishable  &me,wbe 
carry  about  them  the  honorable  soars  they  ^ 
tained  in  war.  But  their  merit  does  not  auacb 
to  Congress.  Congren  met  in  October,  1811|  ^ 
^para  for  war :  it  was  dwiaced  in  June  foUeW- 
ing--«Bd  theii  first  troops,  in  a  month  after  th^f 
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went  oat,  htd  to  eonie  back  and  for  etothla; 
from  the  lad)«s  of  Kentaeky.  How  vill  Joknay 
Coocress  feel,  when  ibe  pen  of  history  telts  ihia 
Jhet  ?  When  the  pen  of  the  hisioritD  narrates  the 
dkvntm  of  the  affiir  at  Bhidcnsbnrg,  how  will  the 
Evident  and  Secretary  of  State  feel  ?  How  will 
the  menben  of  the  Exeeative  feel,  when  it  is  re* 
eorded  that  men,  draashted  in  Aaguvt  in  Ken- 
taeky,  sent  down  in  noTember,  were  drawn  op 
OD  the  west  bank  of  the  Hitsimppi  rfTer^  with- 
out arms  ?  It  was  something  like  a  orop  he  once 
heard  of  on  a  plantaiioD :  the  orerseer  bad  a 
share  aiKt  a  balf,  and  every  other  baod  bad  a 
share  but  Jim,  and  he  bad  none — be  was  afraid 
that  Jobooy  Congress  wonld  come  out  abont  the 
glory  of  the  war,  as  Jim  did  in  the  crop.  He 
was  asiooished  to  hear  gentlemen  talk  abont 
glory  gained  by  the  QoTernment  in  the  war 
many  of  our  soldiers  and  sailors  bad  acquired 
tlory,  and  more  than  one  member  of  this  House 
had  dtstimgnished  himself  in  a  maooer  to  do 
them  him  oi^  and  make  their  children  proud  of 
their  name  to  the  third  or  fourth  generation. 
Bel  the  QwTcrnment  bad  gained  none.  We  bad 
not,  he  said,  gained  any  one  point  for  which  we 
vent  to  war,  and  we  lost  a  part  of  our  fisheries, 
part  of  our  tonnage,  dtc.,  and  this  is  the  amount 
of  onr  gain.  He  differed  from  gentlonen  in  their 
views  M  national  heoor  and  glory.  It  did  not 
consist^  he  said,  in  a  standing  army,  but  in  the 
reduction  of  tbe  national  debt,  and  the  expenses 
ef  QoTernment  also,  so  as  that  every  citizen 
•bonld  be  enabled  to  enjoy  the  fraiiaof  his  indns- 
Iry,  and  be  ready  on  occasion  to  defend  bis  own 
Ireside.  It  seems  we  are  to  have  national  glory 
W  epeniag  great  militsry  roads,  from  here  to 
new  Orleaas— one  in  tbis  direction  and  one  in 
tbat.  Wbenever  a  farmer  in  the  coantry,  said 
Mr.  B.,  parcbases  more  than  he  ean  pay  for,  we 
nxpeet  he  is  going  to  rain,  and  that  a  eommis- 
rion  of  hankraptey  will  soon  isane  aMlnst  hipi. 
Wbenerer  a  CfoTemment  lavishly  disbnrses  nto- 
Bey,  more  tbeu  her  income,  it  M^oslly  proves 
that  the  Cbvernment  is  going  to  ruin.  Tbe  na- 
tional debt  of  Oreat  Briuin  b«s  made  a  limited 
Ooremment  a  despotic  one.  Establish  a  mo- 
neyed aristocracy,  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
body  of  the  people — which  will  be  the  effect  of 
your  system — and  in  tbe  course  of  a  few  years 
ne  axe  will  belaid  to  the  root  of  the  tree  of  liber- 
ty, and  the  last  stage  of  freedom  in  this  world, 
and  when  it  falls,  it  will  fall  with  a  migbfy  crash, 
never  again  to  rise.  Bueb  will  be  the  end  of 
tbis  mighty  glory,  these  mighty  prejudices  and 
expensm.  Huw  can  we  pay  off  the  national 
debt,  if  we  give  in  to  these  projects  of  invalid 
corps,  military  academies,  turnpike  roads,  canals, 
Ac,  wfaleb  are  to  consume  so  much  money  1 
Tbe  national  glory  consisU  fa  the  pristine  piin- 
eiples  of  this  Qovernment,  in  the  blessings  of 
tranquillity  and  comfort  at  home,  and  peace 
with  all  foreign  Powers.  Mr.  H.  concluded  his 
nmarks,  by  observing  that  Ms  remarks  were  not  in- 
tended togive  offence  to  tbegentlemen  who  preced- 
ed him— his  observations  were  directed  to  their  ar- 
gUKnu  only,aad  lot  mcaat  ia  disrespect  to  them. 


Mr.  CoNNBR,  of  Massaohasetts,  rose  and  said 
tbat  tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
who  bad  just  sat  down,  (Mr.  H&roih,)  bad,  m 
the  eoarsft  of  his  remark^  acknowledged  that  the 
Army  had  aobly  fonght  and  Ued  in  d^nee  of 
onr  country;  tbat  it  had  covered  itself  with 
glory;  this  would  prevent  him  from  noticing  the 
acrimonious  epithets  which  tbe  gentleman  had 
previonsly  bestowed  on  tbat  honorable  and  highly 
osefttl  body  of  men,  for  whom  be  bad  the  greatest 
respect,  farther  than  to  say,  tbat  be  should  leave 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  struggle  with  that 
sentiment  of  strong  disapprobation,  which  snob  a 
coarse  of  proceeding  was  calculated  to  exeite  in 
that  House,  and  ia  this  nation. 

Mr.  G.  said,  tbat  they  were  then  in  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  tbe  nation  j 
that  this  iavolved  ia  itself  subjects  of  primary 
importaace :  our  foreign  relations ;  the  propriety 
of  aUBienling  the  Navy ;  tbe  qnantnm  of  mili- 
tary force  to  M  retained ;  and,  wnat  was  tbe  snb- 
stiatnm  of  military  and  naval  foree,  taxatioB* 
The  subject,  indeed,  admitted  of  a  widely  ex* 
leaded  range,  bat  he  should  only  mke  a  eoraory, 
a  rapid  glance. 

Mr.  C.  differed  materially  from  opinions  which 
he  bad  beard  advanced  on  that  floor,  with  regard 
to  abolishing  internal  taxation,  reducing  the  Ar- 
my, or  dismaotliag  any  part  of  tbe  Navy.  Ha 
was  for  gradually  increasing  the  Navy,aad  placing 
the  Army  in  such  a  state  of  organization  as  wodM 
admit  of  its  being  suddenly  enlarged  in  the  event 
of  danger  and  emergency.  He  was  far  from  look* 
hag  on  the  world  as  in  a  state  of  settled  and  per> 
manent  tranquillity.  Tbe  subjugation  of  Pninc^ 
he  said,  had  rendered  our  natural  rival  tbe  most 
formidable  Power,  perhaps,  the  world  bad  ever 
seen.  History  was  reversed;  Carthage  had  coa*^ 
qoered  Rome,  and  Hannibal  had  made  hii  tri* 
umpbal  entry  in  her  gates.  We  wera  now  hap* 
pily  at  peace  with  that  nation ;  but  he  eon Aaaad^ 
and  he  sinecfely  hoped  he  might  be  mista^n,  that 
the  best  reflection  he  bad  been  able  to  give  that 
subject,  tbe  best  observMioo  he  waa  capable  of 
forming  of  the  eircnmstaneesand  character  of  tha 
two  nations,  led  bim  to  distrust  its  durability. 
There  was  a  politieal  necessity  of  Bogland's  being 
at  war;  her  agricultural  interest  was  as-clamorons 
for  it  as  her  iqilitary  or  naval ;  her  finanolal  ays* 
tern  had  been  woum  up  to  a  stale  of  such  high 
excitement,  that  relapse  would  carry  with  it  raia» 
We  were  becoming  a  commercial  nation,  a 
formidaUe  mantime  Power;  and  when,  asked 
Mr.  C,  did  England  cease  to  view  naiioas  ef  that 
description  with  jcalottsy—with  incessaoiL  wueh* 
fol,  aezioQs  solfoicade  and  jealousy  ?  When  dt4 
she  ever  saAr  as  favonble  oj^tuaity  of  giving 
tbe  fatal  blow  to  the  eoaimarce  of  stub  Powein 
to  pass  by?  Wbeie  were  tb«  navies  8pu*i 
Fraoce,  Holland,  and  Denmark  7  Who  aimed  the 
mOTlal  blow  at  the  commerce  of  these  natioos  9 
Were  we  alone  to  be  exempt  from  the  effeeU  of 
ibose  passions  and  moiivee  which  were  coeval 
with  the  fall  of  man.  and  bad  uniformly  nroduoei 
the  same  result  in  all  nations  and  ages?  Might 
not  a  secret  ecsaion  of  the  Kloridas,  and  a  nfosal 
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to  a  peremptory  demaDd  of  temtonr,  be  made  a 
pretext  of  war?  Aod  yet  boDorable  gentlemen 
talked  as  if  it  were  ia  our  power  to  perpetuate  a 
stale  of  peace.  It  had  been  said,  that  one  oatioD 
eould  make  war,  bat  that  it  required  two  to  make 
peace.  Sir,  »id  Mr.  C,  two  nations  can  make 
peaee»  but  it  requires  the  will  of  many  to  prevent 
m  state  of  war.  It  was  trae^  that  we  omA  for  ser- 
tral  years  enjoyed  tranqoillity,  whieh  molted 
from  the  serera  eoolest  then  earned  on  between 
Uie  two  great  belligerents  of  Europe.  The  power 
at  one  time  was  so  nicely  balaneed  between  these 
two  oatioos,  ibe  efforu  they  exerted  against  eaeh 
other  were  so  ioees»ant  and  tremendous,  that  they 
had  neither  leisure  nor  disposition  to  dirert  any 
portion  of  their  hostility  towards  us;  aod  eonse* 
qaently,  we  were  permitted  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
a  rich  commerce  uomolfsted.  These  were  pleas- 
ant hoars,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.  It  was  the  Mar-morn 
of  oar  political  life ;  and  the  fallacy  of  nope  is 
such,  that  we  thought  this  serene  sky  was  never 
to  be  overeast ;  that  we  were  ever  to  be  enter- 
tained with  the  dulcet  strains  of  the  pastoral  pipe 
of  peace.  But  Ibe  tempest  of  war  soon  brushed 
away  these  Arcadian  imases — the  thunder  of  can- 
non ioterro|ited  this  delicioas  repose.  Peace  had 
again  retarned ;  these  Arcadian  images  were  again 
revived;  the  poppy  again  bong  heavy  on  our 
eye-lids.  Under  these  circumsuoces,  they  were 
ealled  upon  by  honorable  geoilemen  to  reduce  the 
Army.  He  thought  that  gentlemen  who  advo- 
cated this,  must  either  -believe  that  an  army  of 
ten  thousand  men  was  too  Urge  a  force  to  garri- 
son and  defend  a  frontier  of  four  thousand  miles, 
or  that  an  army  was  of  itself  totally  useless  and 
inefficient.  He  believed  the  former  would  hardly 
be  contended  for;  he  should  therefore  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  while  be  devoted  a  few 
minutes  to  the  consideration  of  the  comparative 
efficiency  of  r^ular  troops  and  militia  ;^n  which 
sabject,  he  believed,  very  erroneous  impressions 
were  generally  prevalent  in  this  country.  Mr. 
C.  indicated  hu  surprise  tbatsocb  miaeoDceptioiis 
■houtd  so  generally  prevail;  be  should  have  aap- 
posed  that  the  experience  of  ibe  Revolutionary 
war,  and  the  war  recently  terminated — the  expe- 
rience of  ages,  and  the  solemn  decision  of  Oenetal 
WAaHinoToif,  who  said  "if  he  were  called  upon 
to  declare  under  oath  whether  militia  had  been 
most  serviceable  or  prejudicial  to  ftie  country,  he 
should  subscribe  to  the  latter;"  this  accumulation 
of  evidence,  he  thought,  would  have  produced  but 
oae  opinion  on  tbe  subject.  He  did  not  deny  that 
militia,  under  a  different  organixation,  should  be 
relied  on  as  a  body  of  national  guards ;  he  did  not 
deny  that,  individually,  they  were  a  finer  body  of 
men  than  those  which  eoiutitnu  t^nlar  armies ; 
hut  without  that  disei|din^  experience,  and  sys- 
tem—without that  inntement  to  hardship  and 
danger— without  that  artificial  courage,  which  is 
■  eompound  efieet  of  habit,  confideiKe,  sympathy, 
Ud  responsibility,  aod  which  in  large  boaies  is 
Biueh  more  uniform  and  phlegmatic  than  natural 
Wreptdity — to  say  nothing  of  that  military  science 
^'^gioeering,  lactiei^  encamping,  &Cn  which 
hu  oecupied  the  aiieauon  of  many  m  the  greatest 
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men,  from  the  days  of  the  Romans  down  to  tbe 
en  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  they  were  vuiljr  le« 
efficient. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, for  whose  abilities,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  bad  the 
highest  respect,  on  a  former  occasion,  wbea  the 
biU  for  establishing  miltlarjr  academies  wai  before 
the  House,  seemed  to  ihiok  thai  the  eadets  of 
those  school^  by  tnioiag  tbe  militia,  for  a  short 
tim^  would  render  them  equal  to  regular  troops: 
and  the  honorable  ffentlemao  alluded  to  QenenI 
Seott*s  brigade  on  tbe  Niagara  frontier,  wbicb  be 
supposed  to  bare  consisted  principally  of  reeruils 
which  bad  been  but  for  a  short  time  in  service^ 
He  said  that  General  Scott's  brigade,  and  that  of 
General  Ripley,  whieh  co-operaied  with  him— 
which  brigade  constituted  the  division  of  General 
Brown — bad  received  a  large  accession  of  recruits 
a  short  time  previous  to  the  commeocemeDt  of 
operations.  But  the  regiments  composing  those 
brigades  had  been  for  two  yeara  in  serrie^  and 
by  frequent  engagements,  aod  constant  exposure 
to  hardiibip  and  oanger,  bad  acquired,  in  a  great 
measure,  the  discipline  and  firmness  of  velenofc 
Mr.  C.  said,  that  it  was  well  known  to  militarf 
men,  that  when  reeruiu  are  arranged  to  vcterau 
skeletons  of  raiments,  consisting  of  officers  and 
staff,  noQ-commiasioned  officcn  and  stafi^  and  bat 
a  small  part  of  its  complement  of  privates,  they 
soon  acquire  the  discipline  and  skill  to  which  tbe 
honorable  geatleman  from  South  Carolina  al- 
luded. This,  perhaps,  could  be  better  illustrated 
by  an  allusion  to  the  human  frame:  the  skeleton 
was  the  bones,  tbe  nerves,  and  the  muscles;  tbe 
reeruiu  were  the  flesh  and  blood.  If  tbe  for- 
mer had  acquired  consistency  and  strength,  the 
tatter  would  impart  health  and  vigor,  though  but 
of  recent  origin.  He  said,  that,  in  his  humble 
opinion,  the  interests  of  tbe  country  would  hare 
been  much  better  consulted,  and  tbe  expense 
would  not  have  been  materially  greater,  if  the 
Military  Peace  Bstablisbment  had  been  <»gaa- 
ized  on  this  principle,  We  should  then,  Id  tbe 
event  of  hostility,  have  been  able  to  dia|day  a 
formidable  column  on  any  point,  tlut  would  at 
once  carry  terror  to  the  bosom  Of  tbe  enem^r,  aad 
secure  from  depredation  an  extensive  inland 
frontier.  Mr.  C.  remarked,  that  he  was  far  from 
being  disposed  to  withhold  from  the  Western 
militia  that  tribute  to  their  valor  which  had  been 
so  unireraatly  paid  them.  No  one  held  in  higher 
estimation  the  patriotism  with  which  tbey  took 
tbe  field,  Ibe  patience  with  which  they  endured 
privation,  and  the  intrepidity  tbey  exhibited  ia 
action.  No  one  bad  a  greater  respect  than  him- 
self for  a  people  who,  when  pressed  into  war,  are 
fitted  bjr  occupation,  climate,  and  nature,  for 
deeds  of  chivalry  and  daring  enterprise.  But  be 
appealed  to  those  honorable  gentlemen  from  the 
West  to  know  whether,  if  the  discipline  aubordi- 
nation,  and  experiene^  of  veteran  armie%  faei 
been  superadded  to  their  valor  and  perseveraoce, 
Kentucky  would  have  mourned  so  many  of  her 
sons  cut  off  by  surprise  aod  maasacre.aad  perikbed 
by  disease?  Whether,  in  fact,  tbe  same  exer- 
tion^ dw  aama  priraiiou,  would  not  haveia- 
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sand  tfae  redaction  of  Uppn"  Caoadi,  and  carried 
conqant  to  Ibe  walls  of  Quebec  ?  Mr.  C.  tboogtit 
tbst  rery  nonecessary,  and  groundless  apprahen- 
sionswere  enierlaioed  in  this  country  with  re- 

Eid  to  the  danger  of  a  Military  EstaoIiibmeDt. 
e  denied  that  tfae  military  ever  destroyed  the 
liberties  of  iu  eooDtrjr;  it  was  only  when  the 
hbttxj  and  Tiriue  of  a  eovDtry  were  extinct  that 
the  military  osnrped  power  j  it  was  only  when 
the  great  foaadaiioDs  of  QoTernment  aod  morals 
were  broken  np,  when  liberty  was  a  soood  and 
Tirtue  a  oame;  it  was  when  coolending  factions 
bad  imbrued  their  bands  in  each  other's  bipod, 
aod  when  ibe  Gorernment  became  rotten  to  the 
heart;  it  was  in  this  nnhioged,  ibis  corrupt,  this 
debaaed  state  of  things  alone,  when  the  military 
woold  attempt  to  usurp  the  functions  of  GoTein- 
ment.  It  was  immaterial,  he  said,  whether  it  was 
the  head  of  an  army,  or  ibe  head  of  an  armed 
iaetioD}  who  sbootd  be  guilty  of  this  asorpation. 
If  a  military  were  not  already  in  existence,  one 
woold  be  created  for  the  occasion.   He  remarked 
ibaL  perhaps,  it  wouU  be  more  for  Ibe  ioteresu 
of  loe  peopl«,  (if  aoylhing  could  be  for  the  in- 
ttmtt  of  the  people,}  uader  sneh  oiretimstaDces, 
that  they  abouM  saille  down  early  into  despotism, 
than  wade  through  seas  of  Mood,  and  arrive  at 
htt  to  the  same  result  Mr.  C.  asked,  wbether 
there  were  liberty  and  Tirtne  ib  EIngland  when 
Cromwell  drove  oat  his  canting  and  nypocrilieal 
Parltameoi?  Whether  there  were  libertr  and 
virtue  in  France  when  Bonaparte  clothed  him- 
idf  with  Consular  power  t  Had  not,  said  Mr.  C, 
u  a  preparatory  itep  to  this  usurpation,  angry 
itctions  previously  embattled  themselves  against 
each  other  on  iu  plains,  and  flitted  away  in  sue- 
tessioo,  like  the  blood-stained  spectres  of  Mac- 
kth  ?   Rome,  he  said,  was  a  miliury  and  free 
Htion  for  centuries;  it  had  nearly  all  that  time 
powerful  armies  in  the  field.  But  Roma  at  last, 
by  ihal  inevitable  process  of  decay,  to  wbieh  all 
naUona,  as  well  as  individuals,  are  snbject,  became 
eorrnpt.  It  was  a  mere  eoalest  of  laetioa ;  its 
liberty  and  virtue  ware  no  more;  it  was  a  strag- 
gle for  power  betweaa  Svlla  and  Marios;  between 
Cesar  and  Pompey ;  and  it  appeared  of  little  etm- 
sequenee  wbieh  should  prevail.  It  is  strange  in- 
deed, sir,  said  Mr.  C,  that  we  should  harbor  saeh 
dismal  forebodingi  of  an  army,  (^ered  from 
among  oor  own  eitiscns,  and  at  iha  beck  and  dis- 
posal of  Qovemmeot,  and  still  view  with  listleaa 
■pathy  and  unconcern  the  overgrown  veteran 
tnny  of  a  nation,  by  nature  aod  eireamstances 
inimical  to  as,  aod  which  could  be  borne  to  our 
shores  on  the  wings  of  the  wind.  He  said,  by  na- 
tnre  inimical  to  us— he  meant  that  nature  had 
placed  the  two  nations  in  such  geographical,  po* 
litieal,  and  commercial  relation  as  to  produce 
that  riTatry,  of  course  enmity  j  otherwise,  be  be- 
lieved, there  was  neither  natural  love  nor  enmitv 
between  naiions*   Otierint  dum  metmiU,  he  said, 
was  a  bad  maxim  for  an  fndividnal;  it  was  that 
of  a  tyrant ;  bot  it  was  a  rery  safe  one  for  a  Re- 
pnblie  In  iu  relniions  with  forrign  Poirers. 

Mr.  C.  olMOTved.  that  he  believed  no  mm  tmlfa 
Was  baitcf  astiUisMd  in  tfau  naanii^  sehool  of 


wisdom,  experience,  ibao  that  large  masses  of 
untatored  levies,  (iDdivitJaally  heroes,  if  yon 

E lease,)  io  an  open  conotry,  without  works,  could 
e  easily  defeated  aod  dispersed  by  one-third  the 
number  of  veterans.  How  often  bad  it  been  wit- 
nessed 00  the  plains  of  lodia^  that  great  armies, 
but  without  military  skill,  of  fifty  or  a  hundred 
thousand  men,  supported  by  a  numerous  artillery, 
had  been  totally  routed  and  seatured  by  five  or 
ten  thousand  veterans.  And  yet  these  natives  of 
India,  he  said,  these  Sepoys,  when  officered  and 
organixed,  were  said  to  exhibit  more  daantlesa 
bravery,  more  anyieldiog,  vigorous,  phlegmatie 
firmness,  than  the  British  veterans  in  that  conn- 
try.  Which,  then,  asked  Mr.  C,  is  the  soundest 
policy,  to  expose  your  territory  to  be  ravaged, 
your  cities  to  be  pillaged  and  sacked,  and  permit 
rapine  and  conflagration  to  do  their  worst  work, 
or  to  establish  the  foundation  of  such  a  military 
force  as  eonld,  oo  emergeocy,  be  suddenly  en- 
larged to  prevent  these  evils— not  as  tfae  honor- 
able ceDileman  from  Virginia  said,  to  emblaxon 
the  glory  of  our  country  in  blood,  but  to  prevent 
the  glory  of  the  enemies  of  our  country  being 
emUaxooed  in  the  blood  of  our  citizens?  It  waa 
this  glance  at  some  of  our  foreign  telations,  bis 
convTetion  of  the  necessttjr  of  preparation,  the  ex- 
pediency of  rapidly  reduciujg  the  public  debt,  the 
ruinooa  impolicy  of  diminisbiog  the  Army,  tba 
necessity  of  augmenting  tfae  Navy,  which  would 
influence  him  in  voting  substantially  for  the  taxes 
proposed  by  the  honorable  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Mr.C.said,he 
revered  the  precepts  of  Wasbinoton,  not  osten- 
talionsly,  but  sincerely ;  that  great  man  was  never 
for  prostratiog  the  defences  of  the  country,  and 
permitting  the  wild  beasts  of  the  forest,  or  of  Eu- 
rope, to  enter  and  satiate  themselves  io  our  beau- 
tilul  pastures;  he  was  for  keeping  up  a  regular, 
but  not  oppressive,  system  of  taxation,  and  re- 
taining a  military  and  naval  force  proportioned 
to  our  means  and  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  in  the  course  of  the  observations  he 
bad  the  honor  to  make  on  this  floor,  he  bad  seve- 
ral tifflea  aUndad  to  the  protqieet  of  ctdlisiooa  at 
aome  fatnra  tiaw  with  a  nation  with  whom  we 
are  now  at  peace.  The  minister  of  a  monarch, 
sir.  said  Mr.  C,  would  not  And  it  necessary  or 
politic  to  promulgate  these  opiaiona;  bat  the 
peoplR  are  our  sovereign;  we  arc  <&nr  ministers; 
this  hall  is  tbe  cabinet  chamber  for  consultation, 
and  here  we  are  bound  freely  to  disclose  our 
views  and  optoions,  althongh  we  should  be  over- 
heard by  Barope. 

When  Mr.  Cokneb  had  concluded,  at  tbe  sag* 
gestiott  of  Mr.  RAiinOLPa,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 

Thorsdat,  January  39. 
Oo  motion  of  Mr.  PAaaia.  the  Cummiltee  on 


the  Oiatriet  of  Maine. 
.  On  notioo  of  Mr.  Qoi.— ■ombow,  tfae  Con- 
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mittee  of  Ways  and  Meaos  were  instruoled  to 
inqaire  info  the  ezpedieoey  of  making  provision 
by  lav,  requiring  the  coKeetors  of  the  United 
States  taxes,  or  their  deputies,  to  beep  an  office  al 
the  eoDDty  tofrn  fa  each  coaoty,  or  to  attend 
there  one  day  to  each  week  for  the  transaction  of 
ths  boriDCss  of  their  office. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  McLbam,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  were  iastmeted  to  ioqaire  into 
the  expediency  of  ntking  proTision  by  law  for 
paying  Into  the  treasury  m  the  eouoty  of  Hamil- 
tOD,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  amoaot  of  damages 
aostained  by  the  destruction  of  the  coort-booM  in 
Cioeinnati,  occasioned  by  fire,  throngh  the  negli- 
gence of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  white 
oeoupying  said  building  as  barracks. 

Mr.  McL.  presented  a  docomeat  in  support  of 
the  claim  presented  by  the  foregoing  resototion; 
vhieh  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

,  VALUATION  OF  SEAL  E8TATB,  Ac 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
ft  statement  of  the  valuations  of  lands,  lots,  and 
dwclliDg-houses,  aod  of  slaves,  in  the  several 
Bma.  made  onder  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
SSU  of  Joly,  1813,  in  obedience  to  a  rcsolntioa  of 
the  22d  instant ;  whieh  were  read,  aad  ordered  to 
lie  OB  the  table.  The  letter  b  as  follows : 

TaBAavaT  DuAaniBBT, 

January  85, 1816. 

Bn:  lDobadi«neatoAera«riotioiioftheHonse  of 
BepieseotativflSt  tha  SSd  instant,  J  have  the  honor 
to  tiaiisDiit  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  valuations  of 
lands,  lots,  and  direUuig<hoases,  and  of  staves  in  the 
several  States,  made  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
SSd  of  July,  1813 ;  so  fiu  as  the  same  have  been  ro> 
tnrned  by  the  principal  assessors  to  this  Department. 

I  have  die  honor  to  be,  yoms,  &e. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

The  HonoraUe  the  8»aub 


Blatsmeut  of  the  amonot  of  valaatiDtts  of  laBds,4elBt 
and  dweUing-heoses,  aod  staves,  in  tha  several 
SMee,  made  under  tha  aotefCo^iress  of  the  SSd 
of  July,  1818,  and  ratBraad  by  the  pindpal  assas- 
SOTS  to  the  TreasDiy. 

The  States  ot  New  JetMT,  Pennsytvania,  Tir- 
gfnU,  Sooth  Carolina.  GeorgU.  Ohio,  and  Keotuefcy, 
asBOmod  and  paid  their  quotas  of  the  tax,  and  no  val- 
■atlons,  iherafine,  were  saade  under  the  aot  of  Joly 
SS,  1818,  in  thoee  States. 

Value  tflmdttlott,  and  dmiihigJtfutei. 

New  Hampshire   $86,967386 

Massadiasetta   149,353,514 

Termont   88,747,890 

Rhode  Island   81,667,080 

ConnecUcot   86,5461841 

NewTorfc*   865,884,983 

Dalawaret   14,318,960 

Maryland   -   106,490,688 

Votth  Caretinal   0^114,968 

TmuMssseS   J»,748,»e6 

I«<Man.oMMCat,vte!  ftetdl  ' 


Jaatnin,  1916. 


Value  tflOma. 

New  Hampshire. 
MaasaofawsltB. 
TermOBt 
Rhode  bland. 

CennsCticot   •t.lSS 

New  Tork*   84l^l« 

DeUwartff   14S,&1I 

Haiykod   14,689,846 

North  Carolina}   34,0e8>tt 

TennessecS   0,60MS6 

Looiidana,  one  district,  via :  the  Sd|    -  tJUi,W 

Total  rUhHtfMM. 

New  Hampshire  ....      -  »8e,B67^ 

Massachosetts   148;863,»U 

TofmOBt   8I,747,S9I 

Rhode  Istand   Sl^^ 

Connecticut   86.660,083 

NewTork*   866,067.146 

Delawaref   14.86t,4«l 

Maiyland   181,016,483 

North  Carolina]:   9»,I97^9T 

Tennessee   38,411,911 

Loaisiana,onedbttiBt,vis:  theSdl     •  4>>g7,6S8 


•  The  retoms  from  the  two  distrtets  (As  ISth  and 
Nth)  of  the  valoatioBB  In  the  year  1814,  have  not 
been  recaiwd.  The  valuatioBa  of  thaaa  two  Astrkla 
ior  Ae  year  1816,  luve  been  taken.  In  four  distrials 
(the  7tb,  18th,  Slst,  snd  S6th)  the  valuatioBe  of  alms 
are  not  given  distiootly  from  the  valaalieas  of  land^ 
lots,  and  dwellingJiooses. 

t  In  one  diatriot  (the  3d)  the  valnation  of  slaves  is 
not  given  distinGtly  fi^  Uw  valnatimi  of  lands,  lat^ 
and  dwelling -liousas* 

}Iu  two  cUstricto  (the  6(h  and  ISth)  tha  vidnatisn 
of  slaves  is  not  given  distinctly  from  the  valnation  of 
lands,  lots,  and  dwelling-houses. 

5  The  returns  from  one  district  (the  Sd)  of  the  val- 
nations  for  the  year  1814,  have  not  been  received. 
Tht  valoatioD  of  this  district  for  I8l6,  as  fixed  by  tlta 
board  of  prineipBl  asssssars,  has  been  takes.  The 
vBloatioaa  of  slaves  in  «M  dMola  (the  Sd  aad  4«b^ 
are  nat  given  dMnody  from  the  valaatioB  of  limiat 
Iota,  and  dsndfingJionasB. 

I  No  letrans  for  Ae  year  1814  hava  been  raoatoad 
ftam  OBJ  «r  the  ffi«lricta,  exoepi  tha  N,  hsse  sivmu 

THE  RETENVE. 
The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  »  Com- 
raitlee  of  the  Wbote^n  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Honae  in  regard  to  the  rav- 
enae. 

The  resolatton  respecting  the  direct  tax  baiBg 
under  consideration,  together  with  Mr.  Habmn^b 
motion  to  deelare  it  expedient  to  repeal  the  aaM 
tax- 
Mr.  Rahdolpb  rose  and  foka  on  the  solfject 
nearly  four  hoars.  He  had  not  cooeluded,  when, 
being  requested  to  give  way  for  the  porpoee,  the 
Committee  roae,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roaa.  Mr. 
RAMDOLni  oppoaed  the  direct  tax  and  the  ayaiam 
of  inicrnai  taxation  geierally. 

F«DAT,  JaBoary  86. 
Mr.  Wabd,  of  Maasaehosetts,  presented  a  peci- 
tioo  of  the  Preaideat  and  Fellows  of  Hamrd 
CoUiga,  ia  Gambridge,  Maanehwetta,  pityiflr 
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Captain  Morgan — Reeeipta  and  ExpendUurea. 


H.  wR. 


that  the  dntic*,  weeoMd  \j  tfae  treararer  of  th« 
said  eoilege,  to  be  paid  od  an  iovoioe  of  booln, 
designed  for  the  ase  of  that  semiaarjr,  majr  be  re- 
mitted ;  and  ibat  an  act  mav  be  passed  permit- 
tiog  the  imporiaiioD  of  books,  by  semtaaries  of 
learnlny.  free  of  dnty.—Referred  to  ibe  Commit- 
tee of  Weys  ted  Heens. 

Mr.  Skrouht  pmeoted  a  iwtitioB  of  sondry 
inhabitants  of  the  eoaoiies  of  MoBtfomerjr,  Ches- 
ter, and  Delaware,  in  PeeDsylvaata,  prayioff  for 
the  eatablisbmeDt  of*  Nitiooat  Bank.— R^rred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Wbole  on  the  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
pRBenHiiiT  OP  TB8  UHrTBO  Statbs  : 
3b  iki  Bomtt  of  JtqnwntaHvef 

ofiheVnittdStata: 

In  eomptiaDC*  with  lbs  rssolntton  of  the  Mth  inst., 
I  transmit  two  lettsis  from  the  EoToy  Extrsordinuy 
and  Minister  Plenipotentisry  ef  Spdn  to  the  Secretary 
off  SUte,  with  his  answer.     JAMES  MADISON. 

IxMvxwt  M,  ISieL 

-    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affiirs. 

OAPTAm  HORGAir. 

Hr.  CsApPBLL  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Um  widow  and  minor  children  of  Zacquille  Mor- 
nn,  Late  a  eaplaia  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  twiee  read,  and  eomqiitted. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  her  husbsnd  wss  a 
eaptun  in  the  Army,  end  wts  engaged  with  his  com- 
pany in  the  defence  of  tiM  City  of  'Wsshinglon  in 
Angnst,  1814 ;  that,  by  reason  of  the  exceesire  best 
of  the  wetfher,  and  the  forced  msrches  which  be 
made  to  jmn  ttw  American  iwces  before  the  battle  at 
Bladenabofg,  and  the  exertions  iriiidi  be  used  to  keep 
his  eompeny  in  ovdsr  after  the  retreat  of  that  day  wss 
■idsrsd,  be  beeame  completely  exbmsted,  and  foil  dead 

Ibe  soad.  She  states  that  Captain  Morgan  left  six 
amall  duldren^  and  prays  tliat  Congress  will  plaos  ber 
aad  bar  cbildnn  on  the  same  foMing  with  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  those  (^&cers  who  died  of  wounds  re- 
emved  m  battle. 

The  material  iacta  strteil  in  the  petition  are  top- 
ported  \^  tbe  testimony  sabmitted,  and  diow  that 
sltfaot^  Cwtain  Morgan  did  not  dis  as  glorioDsly  as 
some  other  oAcera  of  oar  Army,  yet  be  died  in  tbe 
Mrrteo  of  Us  eonntt;^,  and,  censsqaenlly,  that  thb 
case  is  wiAin  tbe  ^nt  of  those  provisions  which  have 
heietafote  been  made.  Whelber  these  provtsioos  be 
■viewed  as  raeie  iBdoeements  to  tempt  the  dtben  to 
engage  in  tiie  serriee  of  hts  eonntiy,  or  as  tbe  charity 
of  a  gratefiil  OoremmeDt  extended  to  the  bereaved 
widow  and  onrfian,  ot  ss  both,  they  sre  ao  less  aprii- 
eable  to  this  than  the  cases  provided  for.  Tbey  Uunk 
the  rdief  pnjadte  dMld.be  granted,  and  foe  that 
porpase  r^ort  a  bUL 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  tbe  Hoase  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  tbe 
Treasury,  from  tbe  third  day  of  March,  1789,  to 
tbe  third  daj  of  March,  1815,  in  obedieoce  to  a 
lesolation  of  the  ftOth  instant ;  which  were  rend, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  letter  is  as 
folio  ws: 


TaxAStrar  DsFinntBVT, 

January  t6,  ISlg. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  tbe  reeolation  of  the  Hoose  of 
RepreseDtatives,  of  the  SOth  instant,  I  fasve  the  honor 
to  lay  before  tbe  House — 

No.  1.  An  explanstory  letter  from  tbe  Register  Of 
the  Tressuty,  accompanying  the  ststementa  required 
by  the  resolution. 

No.  S.  A  ststemsnt  of  tbe  annual  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  United  States,  from  the  vA.  of  Maxdi, 
1789,  to  the  91st  of  March,  1816,  exclusive  of  tiie  mon- 
eys received  from  loans,  foreign  and  domestic,  and 
psymenta  on  account  or  Ae  for^gn  and  domestic  ddit, 
and  on  aeconnt  of  Ota  Revirintionary  Govemmenl^ 
which  are  separately  stated. 

No.  8.  Statements,  first,  Oe  moneys  annnally 
received  from  foreign  and  domestie  loans;  secontt  m 
the  snnu  paid  annrnHy  on  aeconnt  of  die  pttbUe 
debt;  and  third,  of  the  whole  amonnt  paid  annnally 
on  account  of  the  Revotationaiy  Oovemmsnt  from 
the  commencement  of  the  present  Gbvemment. 

I  bore  tiie  honor  to  be,  years,  dtc. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  Baaar  Cut, 

^^idur  <ifthe  Houtt  of  Rtpt, 

No.  1. 

TaBAavnr  DaFAB-nuvT, 
Regitter't  Office,  January  U,  1816. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  statement, 
formed  in  pursuance  a  resolution  of  the  Hones  of 
Representatives  of  tbe  United  StOes,  of  tbe  SOth  in- 
stant, with  accompanying  doenmsnta^  (A,  B,  C,)  in 
relatioD  to  the  receipts  on  account  of  foreign  and  do> 
mestic  loans,  and  of  tbe  payments  on  aeconnt  of  the 
foreign  and  domestic  deb  I,  and  of  the  payaaents  in  n* 
Istion  to  the  Revolutionary  dtovernment. 

The  receipts  into  tbe  Treasuiy  from  imports  and  tan- 
nage, have  been      -      -      -  mM80,d7S»  M 
Internal  revenue  -      •      •  V,016;Mft  M 

Direct  tax   M76,8Wt  53 

Postage  of  letters  -      .      -      .  747.388  40 

Sales  of  poblio  lands    -      •      •  n 

MisosUaneons     .      -      .      ■  XfiW^l  68 


T^e  recsipta  from  foreign  and  do- 
mestie loans,  (as  psr  sUtem«t 
A,)  amount  to  - 


M7,01«,90S  7* 


107,188,184  41 


Tlw  sum  total  of  receipU  to  31st 
Maieb.  I81fi,  the  latest  period  to 
irtiieh  ttio  TwasoTsr's  aooeant  is 
settled  at  IhaTnonwy.is  -      -  •8M,I»7,487  M 


The  expenditores  are  stated,  via : 

Pay  snd  subsist- 
ence of  the  Ar- 
my -  -  9S8,370,5«3  80 

Fortification  of 
ports  and  har- 
bors      •      •      4,874306  86 

Fabrication  of  can- 
non       -      -        363,611  64 

Purchase  of  salt- 
p«tra     •  160^000  00 

A&tfonalaims.  .800^09 
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ping  the  nii^ 
tia  - 
DffUdtiMntofoii- 
litia 

flerncM  of  militia 

StmcM  of  TOlOB- 
IMIS 


1»100^000  00 

170,000  00 
8,000,000  00 

1,000,000  00 


HoMbg  tnatifla, 

-  8»^1S  «B 

TkadiBf  hodMc  >        469,7M  M 


NatsI  Dflputment  ... 

Foreigo  iDl«rcoarH,  axeltwiTe  of 
Bkrbwry  Powert,  and  mclwliog 
the  ram  of  96,S01,OOOpud  ondor 
tbfl  conTflntiim  with  Gmt  Brit* 
aia»ef  tbaBthof  Janouj.  1801^ 
•ad  with  Fniioe»ef  tlw  aOthaf 
A|iril,l808  - 

Bamiy  Powom  •      .      .  . 

Civil  lirt  ..... 

Miaeollaiwotu  civil  ... 

To  which,  add  the  flxpooditam  ui 
rahtioti  to  the  paymeat  of  the  in- 
Urmt  and  diargM  on  th«  for^gn 
loam,  and  nineipalof  tba  foroign 
aod  domeaoe  at  the  IVeasuij 
of  the  Unilad  Sutei,  and  bj  tbdr 
Conmiidoaon  abroad,  as  per 
statement  B  - 

And  the  expeoditareaon  aoeoantof 
the  RevolDtionanr  Oovemment, 
aa  per  itatement  C  - 

Tba  nun  total  of  ezpendituiea  from 
the  Sdof  March*  1780,  to  ih«  Slit 
of  Match,  181ft  -  ... 

Which,  with  Om  balaaee  in  the 
Trearaiy*  oa  the  31et  of  liudi, 
Ulfi,  ai  attUed  at  the  Tttmarj  • 


$97,636,979  66 


1«S38^0  66 
47,818^  68 


10,678,016  34 
8.406.822  40 

14,940,696  79 
0»909,978  91 


167,&M,fi88  00 
316.S68  70 


862,660,198.13 


1,697,SM  07 


M>ka  tha  com  total  of  reeoipts  aa 
baAn  atated    ....  «3ft4,167,487  20 


It  will  be  peroeived  that  theee  atatementa  an  a  con- 
tinoatbn,  in  pmnt  of  form,  of  thoee  rendered  to  the 
Home  of  RepreMOtativea  of  the  United  Sutee,  hj  the 
l^eMuj  of  the  Trearaiy  of  the  Uth  of  Janoary, 
1818,  ondera  reaolation  of  that  Honee  of  the  24th  of 
Daeamber,  1812,  and  embrace  all  recetpti  and  pay- 
menta,  whether  made  at  the  Traaanir,  or  by  the  com- 
MMionere  of  loana  alnroad,  to  the  dite  of  the  ktert 
Mtdemeat  at  tha  Tramuy,  of  the  aeeovnti  of  the 
Dniiad  StatM*  Commiadonen  in  London  and  Am- 
itaidam. 

I  have  tha  honor  to  be,  very  respectfaDr,  youn,  &e. 

JOSEPH  NUUR8E,  Stater. 
Bim.  A.  J.  DxvMt 

Stentarjfof  Me  TVeatury. 
[The  TAolar  Statementa,  in  detail,  an  oaiittad.J 

THE  REVENUE. 
The  Hoase  •sain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
nittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Cora- 
nittce  of  Ways  aod  Means  upon  the  subject  of 
rovtnne.  The  whole  siiiing  of  the  Committee 


was  oceo{»ed  by  Mr.  Ramholpb  in  eoBtiantioa 
of  hia  speeeh.  He  did  not  conelode  before  the 
Committee  roee,  and  the  Houie  ftdjoaned. 

Satdbdat,  Janaary  27. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Nev  Jowfi 
Thomas  Wabd,  appeared,  produced  hii  eredeo- 
tials,  was  qualified,  and  took  bii  seat. 

Mr.  Pleabahts,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  payment 
of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  Levins ;  which  wu 
read  twicey  aod  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  Jaceson,  from  8  select  committee,  by 
leave  of  tbe  House,  reported  a  bill  authoriziaf 
Robert  Lowe  Stobie  to  obtain  patents  for  cerluB 
inrentioiu;  which  was  read  iwiee,  aad  com- 
mitted. 

The  Spbakib  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  deea* 
meots  coutaioing  toe  information  required  by  the 
resolatioQ  submitted  by  Mr.  Wriqbt  on  the  22d 
insiint,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act  fixing 
tbe  Military  Peace  Establishment  >  wbieh  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  MiUtary 
AffiUra. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  acain  resolved  itMlf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  tbe  report  of  the  Coa- 
miiiee  of  Ways  and  Meaos. 

Mr.  RAKDOI.PB  eoDcluded  hia  ipeech,  which  he 
began  on  Tbursdi^y  at  about  three  o'clock }  when 
the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  a^jounied. 

MoKDAT,  January  29. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachosetu,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Jabez  Mowry,  and  others,  citizens  4^  the 
United  Slates,  siatiof  that,  upon  the  capttn«  of 
Bestport  by  tbe  firitisb  forces  during  tbe  fate  war, 
a  number  of  boods  given  by  them  to  tbe  United 
States,  to  secure  the  amies  oo  imported  merchan- 
dise, felt  into  the  hands  of  the  British  authorities; 
that  suiu  have  been  commenced  against  some  of 
them  by  the  British  Qovernment  at  Halifax,,  and 
judgment  rendered ;  that  the  cases  are  now  pend- 
tug  before  the  higher  courts  in  Qreat  Britaio  i 
that  some  of  them  have  been  arrested  and  coo- 
fined  for  three  months  at  HBlifax,  and  that  othen 
have  been  pursued  by  the  British  military  force 
within  the  acknowledged  Itmiu  of  the  United 
Slatesi  aioee  the  rafifieation  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace ;  that  the  civil  authorities  of  the  Uaited 
States  have  also  eommeneed  suits  against  them 
on  said  bonds }  and  praying  the  interpoaitioD  of 
the  Oovemment  of  the  lotted  States  between 
them  and  Qreat  Britain;  upon  which  they  are 
prepared  to  pay  the  money  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  Uoited  States.— Referred  to  Messrs.  Kino, of 
Msssachusetts,  Cohhbb,  Whbatom,  Yates,  and 
Bbnnett. 

Mr.  Sbbobaht  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
ehaois  aod  traders  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
pnyiog  that  the  present  rate  <h  duties  may  con- 
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unse  for  loeb  leogth  of  time  as  sbatl  prodvee 
cqnal  justice  to  all,  or  ibat  a  oew  tariff  of  duties 
may  be  eatabtished,  to  go  into  operation  wbeo  the 
exittiing  rate  of  duties  shall  cease. — Laid  on  tbe 
table. 

Mr.  Cakhon  preieoted  a  petition  of  William 
P.  Lawrence,  praying  compeiuiatioo  for  a  negro 
slare,  the  property  of  ihe  petitioner,  wbo  dieaof 
a  disease  contracted  while  attcDdiog  a  detach- 
menl  of  sick  and  diitabled  soldiers  belonging  lo 
the  Army  of  Ibe  United  States.— Referred  to  tbe 
Commiliee  of  Claiois. 

Air.  LowMDEB,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
aodMeant^  reported  a  bill  laakiog  appropriations 
for  ordqaDce  and  ordoaoce  atones  ior  .tbe  year 
1816;  which  was  read  twice,  and  oomnilted  to 
a  Cemmitlee  of  the  Whole. 
.  llr.  RoBBBTSON,  from  tbe  Committee  on  tbe 
P«blie  Lands,  made  a  report  oo  the  petition  of 
Samael  Dick,  Asa  Kiiehell,  and  William  Brace, 
which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Samael  Dick,  William  Brace,  and 
Asa  Ej(che)l;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
milted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  TucuB,  from  tbe  Committee  for  tbe  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia^  reported  a  btll  making  appro- 
priation for  eoclosiBg  and  improving  the  public 
sfoarB  Dear  thaOapiiol;  which  was  read  twice, 
aad  eooomiticd  to  a  Committee  of  ih«  Whole. 

Mr.  TucKBB  also  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
ibe  CulumbiaD  Insurance. Company  of  Alexan- 
drra ;  whieh  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Carnon,  after  a  pretty  full  explanation  by 
him  of  the  ciicumstaoces  of  this  ease,  offered  • 
rewiotion,  which  (having  been  modified  on  the 
tnggestiaa  of  Mr.  Deaha,  to  embrace  tbe  ease 
gcaerally  of  all  militia  wbo  bad  been  situated  in 
the  same  manoer  as  ihoie  of  Tennessee,  whom 
Mr.  C.  desired  {nrticolarly  to  reliere)  was  agreed 
to  in  the  following  words : 

JUaobedt  That  the  Committee  on  MlUtair  Aflairs 
be  instnuted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
pivimoa  ity  law  for  paying  Ihe  diflerent  Tolanlcere  and 
■rilltia  eorp^  in  tho  eerviea  of  the  Uoited  (Matas  dar- 
ing the  Jato  war  with  Great  Britain,  for  tbe  transport 
laliaM  af  baggage,  whan  saoh  traBapMtatiao'was  not 
faniihed  by  tho  QeMHBoat. 

Mr,  TjtaoBT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Manassab  Minor, 
which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
tbtrdicf  of  Manasiah  Minor;  -which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  C«nmitte«  of  tbe 
Whdfe. 

MONET  LOST  BT  A  PATHA8TER. 

Mr.  Tamobt  also  made  a  report  on  the  petitioo 
W  Zachaiiah  Seboonmaker;  which  was  jead, 
aad  eomraitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Honse  lo-morrow. 

The  report  is  as  iollown: 

ThatdMpatitfoaerwaa  anTMaasCv  to  thaaasMid 
ngtakcnt  (rf  volnnteer  milWa  ef  tho  Stela  of  New  Tmk, 
a  part  of  which  wu  Btatkmed  at  Port  Ridunond,  on 
kuten  bland,  and  a  part  at  Sandy  Bookf  in  themODtb 
tfO^tobor,  1813;  that,  on  the  Stb  day  of  thalBMOih, 
14111  Com.  Ist  SEssv-Htfl 


H.orR. 


the  petMoner  reeeiTed  of  tho  district  Pay  m  aster  a  dMctk 
on  Ue  Bank  of  America  for  the  ram  of  90.000,  which 
wM  paid  him  atthebankin  throe  and  tan  dollar  ootee; 
that  be  paid  to  the  troops  atatioDed  at  Fort  Rlehnond 
the  sum  of  9^,169  9&,  and  immediately  proceeded  to 
Saodj  Hook,  for  the  pnipooe  of  paying  the  troops  at 
that  plaeo ;  that,  before  he  left  the  fort,  he  bad  put  the 
money  nbicb  remained  in  his  poeseuion  into  a  amall 
trunk,  which,  for  Mfrkeeping,  he  deposited  in  «  large 
trunk,  Kud  kept  the  keys  of  the  same  himself.  When 
he  arrivod  Kt  Sandy  Hook  ho  diteorered  that  be  bad 
lost  from  his  trunk  Oe  sum  of  4S,!tS^  hi  wbi^  were 
tnehided  all  die  ten  dollar  notes  and  a  part  of  the  three 
doUar  notes.  Of  that  sum,  $810,  all  in  ten  dollar  notss, 
was  aftorwards  found  in  a  pile  of  sand  in  Fort  Hudson ; 
but  the  petitioner  states  that  die  balance,  to  wit,  9l^Mg, 
he  has  ootiiely  lost.  The  petitioner  prays  of  Congraas 
to  l>e  remunerated  for  the  loss. 

This  eaae  was  presented  at  the  aeeond  session  of  the 
last  (thirteenUt)  Congress,  and  Uie  cojmmittee  w^ 
theo  of  the  <^Nnion  thiAthepetitiMw  was  not  ntittw 
to  rdisf ;  [report  10th  Mareh,  1814,  which  was  bmvt 
at  the  destruction  of  the  Capita  on  the  84th  Angast, 
ISI4.3  The  inindple  has  oAon  been  adopted,  and 
whieh  this  coounittee  are  persuaded  is  correct,  fha4^ 
when  a  Paymaster  has  received  money  from  the  United 
States,  to  discharge  a  debt  vriiicb  the  GoTemment  owes 
to  Us  soldiwy,  ai^  foe  which  be  reoeires  sn  adequate 
compensation,  he  most  be  considered  liable  for  the  risk 
of  tbs  mmey,  aa  well  as  its  fiutbfiil  and  honest  appliea- 
tion.  If  the  loss  were  produced  fay  some  tneritaUe  ae- 
eidei^  each  as  ea^nia  bj  an  enaiur,  or  some  other 
unfowen  event,  and  which  it  woald  not  be  In  dw 
power  of  human  diUgenee  and  wisdom  to  prevMit  «r 
control,  it  wouU  present  a  fit  ease  for  the  equildile 
eoQsidnration  and  interference  of  Congress;  but,  in  a 
cose  aitaatod  like  tho  preaest,  it  is  belisvod  that  sound 
pobey  sad  correct  principles  require  that  the  party 
should  abide  by  the  eoatioct  he  has  made  with  the  Got- 
emment,  and  bebdd  aocountableforthe  numey.  Tbs 
committee,  tberafoce,  roeommend  to  the  House  the  fot 
lowing  reoolntiont 

lU$ohed,  That  the  pr^  ef  the  petitioner  oaght 
not  to  be  granted. 

INDEMNITY  TO  MILITU. 

Mr.  Yanccv  made  a  report  oa  tbe  petition  6f 
Daniel  Gold,  and  others,  militiamen,  in  tbe  30th 
brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  which  was  read; 
when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  a 
company  of  the  30th  brigade  of  Virginia  miUtia, 
commanded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Walmslef; 
whieh  waa  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  report  is  «s  follows: 

That,  in  the  year  1814,  the  petitioners  served  a  tonr 
of  du^  in  the  military  eerviee  of  tbe  Uniud  Sutss,  at 
and  near  Norfolk,  and,  after  having  faithfully  served 
out  their  tim^  obtained  an  honoralile  discharge  for  the 
same ;  that  the  funds  wlucb  bad  been  placed  in  the 
bands  of  (he  district  Paymaster  not  being  sufficient  to 
diaehaige  tbe  ammut  of  diair  pay,  they  received,  at 
the  time  of  diw  diaeharge,  each,  the  aom  of  twon^ 
doUars  and  twenty  cents,  and  reqaastad  of  OaptaiB 
Jonathan  Waimdey  (whooommaoded  the  company  ta 
which  ihey  belonged)  lo  settle  and  neeive  die  balanea 
of  their  pay  trem  the  Paymaster,  and  earry  it  to  tbam 
in  tbe  eeonty  of  Kandolph,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
whan  thipy  resided.  Owtafai  WahnaUyiacaiTMlof  the 
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hyapater  at  NeiMk  a  dwdk  on  Babatt  Bna^  P)iy- 
—mir  OMml,  fcr  tke  UBmmt  of  the  bahiiM  doe  to 
Ui  meo,  sad  difcoaBt«d  it  at  that  plae*  at  five  per  sent. 
On  hb  way  home,  hbTUiKtakeii  a  paange  ia  toe  ittage, 
ha  lo^ed  at  the  ColnmUan  botal,  ia  the  dtf  of  Rich* 
iwnd»  where  hia  trunk  was  rebbed  of  the  moDey . 

It  apMan  to  the  conunittee,  fion  th«  affidavits  of 
John  iuyce,  Lieateaaat  John  Brown,  and  Captain 
Walnaley*  that  they  sU  arrived  at  the  hold  tegatlMr, 
aadlcdged  ia  th«  aame  room ;  that,  afbar  fcltiag  into 
tfwiooiB,itwai  thoQ^t  by  them  that  tkaniMMywIridi 
Oaptaia  Welmaley  had  in  hie  pocket  wvnld  bo«qml|y 
saCi,  and  more  oenveniently  kept  in  a  trank  wIm  I» 
loacad  to  Brown  and  Mayoe;  that  the  money  was  ae- 
ocMtdiartlt  ptaoed  in  the  trvnk  by  Walaaley.  in  thafta* 
s«ioe  of  Brawn  and  Mayea,  and  the  key  of  the  ttank 
gitM  to  Walnsk^.  On  the  next  mBtatag  aftar  Uie 
money  was  deposited,  upon  tuUoddng  the  tnnk  fin 
dW  panoaa  of  takinc  it  onl^  it  waa  aaoeilawad  by  all 
thna  of  them  that  the  Mooegr.htd  baan  atabn. 

Ita  the  room  ia  wfaiob  the  trank  wai,  Mr.  M^na 
lajgad  all  night,  and  ma  at  no  tima  abaaot  fiom  the 
aw*  «o©pt  a  ten  tninatss  while  at  tapper  on  that 
evening,  and  dnravg  that  tirn*  he  leefced  the  dom-  of 
the  room  upon  ftartug  to  supper,  and  fimnd  it  so  locked 
upon  hia  return  to  the  same.  The  oonmittse  have  the 
aasnrsnces  of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Beneawta' 
tives,  that  Walauiey,  Bitosrn,  and  Mayoe,  an  att  man 
of  aoad  ehaiMler> 

Th*  patilioMM  aA  of  Oongiem  to  be  paid  flie  bal- 
anea  of  the  money  daa  them  for  thrir  semoea. 

Ia  thia  ease  Walmsley  may,  perhaps,  be  considered 
Ae.a^t  of  the  petiltonen.  Admitting  that  ha  is  ao 
to  be  eonsidared*  the  qnealion  weald  arise  in  tliia«ese, 
whether  they  are  te  be  bound  by  his  acts,  and  leeeive 
tbemisforteae^rJuscondttct.  It  is  oertainly  a  oeneet 
nieofjnsticethatfin  erdiaary  eases,  the  principal  is 
hhand  ty  the  aele  of  the  uent;  but  the  oemmittee 
eanenve  this  to  bean  esecptlea  to  the  general  rala»the 
jiatiDa  ead  poli^  of  e^idi  th^  are  witting  to  admit, 
la  this  case  it  was  the  dnty  of  the  Govemmeol^  poiaied 
ont  by  one  of  its  own  laws,  to  have  paid  the  maitia  for 
their  services  at  the  time  and  ^laoa  of  their  diaehetge. 
In  coDsequence,  however,  of  arcumatanaes  not  to  be 
foreseen,  and  which  must  often  occur  in  thii  country^ 
espeeiaUy  in  times  of  war,  it  was  found  inconvenient, 
OB  the  part  of  the  Gevenimant,  to'  pay  the  militia  at 
the  liae  and  piece  at  their  diaobarge.  Not  having  done 
tklib  it  eaema  to  tiie  committee  reaaonable  and  just,  and 
not  snbvernve  of  any  eonect  principle  of  jtMtloe  m 
peliof ,  that,  in  tids  case,  the  Government  shDuld  bear 
the  nak  of  the  mon^  nntil  it  was  pud  over  to  the  pe* 
liAnMn.  They,  tbeieine,  report  a  bill  for  their  reUeC 

POST  OPFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Ihqhah,  from  the  Committee  on  ilie  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  on  the  letter 
item  the  Posiniasier  Genera),  of  the  22d  instant; 
which  was  read,  aod  concurred  in  by  the  House 
as  follows: 

The  Committee  of  the  Poat  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
IB  wtiom  waa  referred  a  letter  addreaaed  to  the  Speaker 

5 the  PeetmasterGeneral.  raqoasilng  an  invest^tion 
the  fiscal  oonewns  of  his  Department,  repmt :  That 
thw  hava  had  a  conference  with  the  Poatma^r  Oen- 
«M  on  the  snb^  of  his  lettw,  who  etatea,  that  a 
mar  ia  in  circulation  with  reapiwt  to  the  coudaet  of 
eart^  peraena  in  hia  Department,  which  tie  conaid- 
aaad  waaef  aaoh  a  natare-aa  to  lefalia  an  umstig** 


tion  fcr  a  Ooanittoe  off  dw  Bawa  a( 
Your  committee  ban  aseafltmaad  that 

proceeded  from  (desks  in  die  Genecal  Pest  Offiea^  aad 
that  it  purports  to  indicato  a  snspieipn,  that  soaM  pas- 
sons  in  that  Department  have  been  in  the  practise  ef 
seUii^  draughts  upon  depn^  poatmaateia  ■  for  prami 
urns,  whkh  have  not  been  passed  to  the  credit  ni  the 
Depsrtment  on  the  books.  Your  committee  have  not 
ascertained  any  feet  to  justify  this  mmor,  but  they  eoa' 
aider  it  doe  to  the  ehaneter  of  Uu  Post  Office  DeMi^ 
ment,  as  wdl  as  to  the  interest  and  policj  of  the  uor* 
emment,  to  comply  with  the  requeat  of  the  Postmaat* 
General  in  recommending  a  more  particular  inqniiT 
than  would  have  been  in  their  opinion  compatible  win 
the  dntiea  aMgaed  to  fte  Committee  of  Poet  OAm 
and  Post  Roads  by  the  rales  of  die  House.  They, 
therefore,  anbmit  Ae  Mlewing  reaolation : 

Boohed,  ThiX  a  select  eommitiae  be  appointodr  la 
eonfcrmiqr  with  the  taaaaat  cff  the-ftalMasietCtensrJ, 
to  ineesligato  tbe  eondactef  the  Poet  Offiee  DipaH 
mrat 

Messrs.  Ihoham,  Baaaooa.  CBBi«HTO«t  CaWj 
TAuauDttk,  PicKMiaa,  aad  Foaiuir,  Wwaa^ 
pMuted  the  aaid  conmitlee. 

THE  BETENVE. 
The  House  then  again  resoUed  itself  into  a 
Committoe  of  the  Whole  ou  the  Rereaae  tab* 
jeot.  The  queatioa  Mill  under  caaaUenatioa  waa 
the  propoeitioo,  by  way  of  aBUodawat,  t«  fipeal 
the  direct  tax. 
Mr.  McEbe  spoke  in  faror  of  this  motiuD. 
Mr.  Parbib,  of  MassaohusetUraaid:— I  shooM 
not  baxe  risen  in  favor  of  the  ancDdateat  piO' 
posed  by  the  bonoraUe  member  from  Eentowf . 
bad  it  not  been  for  the  unexpecied  oppoiition  it 
met  with  f(om  oneof  mr  hooorable  eelleagataoa 
yesterday;  unexpected  I  aay^  sir,  beeauee,  ropra* 
sentiog  a  pee|de  wttpse  intercaia  and  aeailaieBli 
are  tiw  same,  I  did  not  anticipate- a  differonm  in 
opinion  on  so  important  a  sutgaet.  But,  sinee  £ 
am  so  unfortunate  as  to  differ  from  that  ttoautao 
ble  gentleman,  with  whom  I  usaallf.  net,  it  but 
be  due  to  bim,  it  certaiAljr  ii  to  myael^  tball 
should  explain,  to  a  few  wonbrthe  r«a««M  vriiioh 
will  iufluenea  my  tpto, 

I  eoaaider  the. object  of  tfae^mendment  t«r  be 
a  total  re  petti  of  the  eystem  of  direot  (aiatiom  Bfsa> 
the  country ;  a  total  re^cai.uf  a  owaeaiie  obmUD* 
ious  in  itself,  and  to  which  this  ualiea  will  ucnrer 
submit,  unless  under  circumstances  raoderiaf  it 
necessary  for  the  porpMe  of  defending  iu  rigiHi 
oT  proteeiiotf  iu  liberties.  Sir,  wbea  this  tax 
was  laid,  such  aeeesaity  was  af^reat ;  when  it 
waa  iacreaied  its  necessity  was  doubly  w.  What 
then  was  the  aituatioo  of  this  eoontry  ?  Under 
what  extreme  pressure  were  these  taxes  sobcnined 
to  t  It  is  fresh  in  the  reeolleetioa  of  every  to  em- 
ber of  this  House.  -Where,  on  the  frontiers,  were 
we  not  assailed  ?  Iu  the  West,  where  were  m 
not  constantly  alarmed  by  the  depredations  of  the 
savages?  In  the  North,  where  were  we  not 
threatened  with  immediate  iarasion  t  In  the 
East,  what  part  of  our  territory  waa  ia  poaseaMOa 
of  the  enemy  t  On  the  Atlantic,  what  coasto 
were  not  lighted  by  the  flamee  of  o«r  ships  j  and 
I  might  ask,  what  was  the  iniwaal  sitoaiioB  of 
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thw  eoiBtrj^?  Aa  bttMimUe  lOMaber  from  Has- 
mekoMUM,  (Mr.  Hdlbut,)  laid  as  ibe  oiher  daf , 
lliM  tJb*  face  of  tbMMtwDktdbeecHBe  pale.  Sir, 
iMctd  of  a  palcHM  beiiv  upon  tbe  face  of  ibe 
Miios,  UieatapN'iiJweokl&eH,  ud  UwiDaetmijr 
oi  dealb  wm  Em  scizisg  apni  aeiMof  in  ex- 
ttcms  meabm— a  iKaeate  wbicb  tfaicatened  aot 
so  moeb  tbe  dinokttioa  of  the  Bystem,  as  the  most 
fatal  eomeqaeaew  to  ibe  parte  disordered  Sir, 
ttoder  sQeb  eirenmetaacca,  these  taies-wae  aab- 
miitcd  to.  The  people  saw  tbe  Deeesnty  of  pla- 
cii^  io  reqnisiuoa  tbe  reioarees  aod  eoer|^es  of 
tbe  nation,  aod  of  makiog  a  most  powerfol  ^ort 
to  »ave  tbcif  eaaiilr)r  from  the  raTages  of  a  via- 
dieiive  eaciajr. 

From  tbe  Admiaistntioa  that  had  declared 
war,  not  oaljr  bjr  the  eoo^CDt,  bat  at  tbe  imperative 
call  of  tbe  people ;  from  that  AdmioistratioD  tbe 
same  people  woold  aot  withhold  tbe  nMaosof  its 
proseeutioo. 

1  uk  geatiemea  to  recollect  for  what  parpoae 
tbesetaxie  wen  laid  j  I  eaU  upon  them  to  eoesider 
the  exircne  eircnmatanees  aB4cr  which  tfaey 
were  laid,  aad  I  warn  them  of  die  coostqueBoes 
of  eoatlouiag  the  ^lea  after  that  pressare  and 
ihoae  eirenmeiaoeea  are  remored.  If  I  believed 
thb  tax  to  be  neceasarjr  for  tbe  purpose  of  defray- 
ias^be  expeaen  of  the  lue  war,  if  tbe  &itb  of 
tbe  OovminieBi  ooold  aot  be  redeemed  wiihoat 
it,  or  were  it  neceasary  toresaseiute  tbe  droopiaf 
credit  of  the  MUioo,  as  odioai  as  it  is,  as  obaozious 
as  it  is,  as  nocqual  as  it  is,  it  sbovld  bare  my 
warmeM  sapport,  as  should  all  othcf  bilk  haTing 
tbe  same  e^eetihat  might  fiodtbcir  way  toyoar 
table.  Sir,  ia  aosectioa  of  tbis  eooatry  bare  the 
people  deae  more  to  aid  tbe  presecotion  of  the 
war,  than  ia  that  whieh  I  have  the  hoaor  partie- 
alarly  to  reiwemDL  Io  neocj  hare  they  beea  more 
laadf  eoMribate  tiw  ncaaa  or  fUraish  the  effi- 
ttieut  tone,  aad  ia  ao  diiCrtetof  eqoat  popalatioo 
aie  M  be  ioaad  autre  of  ibose  hoaorable  bm  ao- 
fbctoaaie  tcaiiaaoaials  whieh  are  the  pride  and 
the#lery  oS  the  aoMier.  It  ia  with  peenHar  nt- 
iafaeiioa  that  I  eta  asaert,  eoafideody  assert,  that 
tbe  yeomaary  of  Maine  are  amoD?  the  most  firm 
aapportersof  yoar.measares;  aod^aowiDgihera, 
aa  I  dOf  lespeetiag  those  with  whom  I  hare  been 
iaaitaate  from  my  birth,  I  should  baxard  nothing 
ia  gaaraoteeiBg  ibeifffutare  sepport.  Bat,  patri- 
otic as  ibey  are,  they  do  not  expect  that  the  taxes 
levied  io  aepse^aence  of  the  war  will  be  eontin- 
oed  as  a  system  ia  peace.  For  what  purpose  do 
we  want  the  piodact  oi  this  tax?  To  what  use 
will  we  apply  it?  These  are  questions  which 
tbe- people  bare  a  right  to  ask  us,  and  which  we 
eaooot  aroid,  but  mast  answer.  They  pay  tbe 
awaey,aad  of  however  little  impertaoee  we  may 
tbiak  the  iaytag  of  this  tax,  betteve  me,  air,  tM 
fhrmec  will  not  coaaider  it  so  nnimportant  when 
be  ia  payiag  iL  Compare  the  receipts  aod  ex- 
pcaditarte  as  estimalCNi  by  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  in  his  official  report,  compare  the  name 
as  estimated  by  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  uid 
Bicaos  io  their  abibit  to  the  House,  and  grautiaj^ 
tbaae  ealioiales  to  be  perfectly  correct,  tell  me  if 
yea  ean,  wbe»  will  be  tbe  detioieBey.  It  wiU  be 


nowhere,  there  will  be  no  de6eieney ;  yoar  ways 
and  means  will  be  saffieieal,  amply  suffieienti 
without  tbe  direct  tax,  witboat  the  fumiiore  tax, 
aod  withottt  the  taxes  oa  BaoaCketoreSf  the  long- 
caulogoe  irf*  which  I  hope  never  again  to  sea 
iocorpofatcd  in  oar  statute  book.  Why  wiH  lUa 
tax  be  odious? — because,  as  waa  the  case  in  ITMf 
it  may  be  difficult  to  eoarinee  the  people  of  its 
neceasity.  Like  eaoses  produce  like  eSaeta.  Tba 
fate  of  tbe  unfortunate  Mmiaiatratioaof  thMdui- 
should  be  held  upas  a  memento loevery  saeeceo* 
ing,  and  the  ro^  on  wbieb  that  foondered; 
ought  never  to  be  obliterated  from  our  politiaal 
chart.  Another  reason  why  ibis  mode  of  taxatiaet 
is  odions,  is  the  great  ncpense  of  its  assess  met- 
and  eoUeotion,  and  the  number  of  officers  em* 
ployed  in  aiding  its  passage  from  the  pocket  of 
tbe  eiiizen  to  the  Tanlta  of  oar  Treasury.  The 
people  are  anaccosiomed  to  this  mode  of  taxation ; 
instead  of  readeriogtbe  valuation  and  paying  tba 
assessmeat  to  offiMi*  of  theur  omi  choice,  aad 
belonging  to  their  ioHoediate  aeigUnvbeodjlbef. 
are  c«led  upon  bv  men  with  wbasa  tbfev  baveM 
acquaintance,  aaa  in  whose  sdcetioa  they  bar* 
no  voice.  To  this  may  be  added^  aaolber  reaaoa 
for  repeatiof  this  Ux,  which,  althwufb  tbe  laa^ 
is  by  BO  means  the  least  important;  reefer  to  tba 
great  inequality  of  its  opetatioa,  net  oaty  ammag 
tbe  several  States,  but  among  indiridaala  of  th* 
same  State,  which  I  will  attempt  to  prove.  Sir, 
on  examining  the  books  in  the  office  oi  the  Seo« 
reury  of  the  Treasury,  it  will  be  fband,  that  lax- 
aUe  property  of  a  given  value  in  one  mate,  pa^ 
mocc  than  doable  tbe  amomit  of  tax  that  is  paid 
on  property  of  an  equal  value  in  aoother,  uid 
that  too  in  States  where  the  Constitutional  pro* 
risiosfl  relatiog  to  direet  taxation,  have  a  similat 
operation.  Take  for  example,  MasBacbaseti% 
Rhode  Maad,  Conbeetlent.  and  Venaeat.  Tba 
aveiage  of  the  tax  eontemptated  by  tbe  reatdotioB 
now  naderdetate^iriU  bain  Masanonaaettsiweatf- 
oae  eente  oa  each  hoadred  doUais  ot  lanUe  pr^ 
eriy ;  in  Termtnit  it  will  be  thirty  cento  j  m 
Rhode  Island  but  sl^een ;  and  ia  Coueottoit 
but  tbirtnn.  Tbe  result  will  be  this,  that  layin* 
the  proposed  tax  according  to  the  proviaiona  n 
the  CoDstitutioD,  the  State  of  fiffassacbusetts  at 
il»  above  rate  of  twenty-one  cents  upon  eack 
hundred  dollars  of  taxable  property  will  phy  tbreo 
hundred  and  sixteen  thousatid  dollars,  when  at 
the  rale  as  paid  by  Rhode  Island,  her  propoction^ 
woold  amount  to  but  two  hundred  aod  forty-two 
thonsand  dollars,  and  as  paid  by  Conoecticot 
oqly  to  one  hundred  and  ninet^-eeven  tbeusaad 
dollars.  Against  Vermont,  the  inequality  will  be 
still  greater ;  the  quou  of  that  State  will  be 
ninety-eight  thousand  dollars,  while  the  aaaia 
amount  of  properly  io  Connecticut  will  pay  oat 
forty-three  thousand.  This  great  inequality^ 
which  caaaoi  be  avoided  without  a  riolatioa  ot- 
ConatitaiiODal  prioeiptes,  is  to  my  mind  a  suffir 
cient  justifieaiioB  for  advocating  an  entire  npcal 
of  the  system. 

:  But,  1  have  another  reason  for  su|^rting  tbe 
amendment  propoaed  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Keatueky.  Ualoaa  dftveo  to  tbe  kit  nmtf 


Digitized  by 


Googit 


V6 


HIBTOBT  OF  C0NQBEB8. 


776 


B.  or  R. 


I  woald  Dot  tax  tbe  poor  aod  tbt  honest  laborer 
who  lapportB  a  DUiavroas  family  bv  the  euliiva- 
tton  ofa  few  acrei  of  oor  aotl.  Bneb  rmiher  merit 
the  fosierioK  proteciioo  of  tbii  QoTernment.  I 
eoald  siaod  io  tbe  door  of  my  bomble  dwelliag, 
nd  point  yoQ  to  men  possessing  a  few  bandrn 
dollars  of  property,  who  will  pay  more  of  this 
tai,  than  their  neighbors  who  own  so  many  thou- 
Miids;  BDd  yet,  for  all  the  purposes  of  defeace 
•od  protecttoQ,  yoa  will  find  ibe  former  tbe  most 

SirMed  and  effective.  Tbis  I  belicTe  to  be  the 
Bt  thnoghoot  this  nation.  No,  sir,  if  lazes  we 
Mosi  have,  let  dicm  be  paid  by  the  wealthy,  by 
the  man  who  rides  in  the  eoaeb,  and  not  by  him 
wlw  passes  for  tbe  footman ;  let  tbem  M  laid 
npon  the  loxnrics  and  snperflulties  of  life,  and 
Ml  open  iboaeariielcsof  necessity,  wiiboat  which 
it  cannot  be  supported.  If  ibt  receipts  of  the  en- 
sBiof  year  will  meet  tbe  expendiinrcs,  and  I  am 
eoDStraiDed  to  believe  so  from  evideace  derived 
flrom  official  sources,  now  lyiog  on  our  tables,  bow 
can  we  jtistify  to  the  peopla  tbe  coniiouance  of 
ikislax?  ItcanaotbedonCjitsTcpenlisezpeeted, 
confidently  expected. 

In  that  section  of  the  eoaatry  in  which  I  am 
more  immMiiaiely  acqnainted,  it  has  been  with 
extreme  difficaliy  that  the  farmer  could  procure 
tlw  cash  to  discharge  this  tax ;  I  say  esah,  sir,  for 
wv,  there,  have  nothing  of  inai  eircalating  me- 
dimn  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Rardolh)  denominnics  raga.  Of  the  first  tax 
ef  three  nailtiODs,  the  whole  has  been  paid ;  of  the 
last  tax  of  six  millions,  not  a  cent.  Sir,  I  hope 
while  our  uz-gatberers  are  eaforcing  the  collec- 
tlM  of  this  taz,  the  like  of  which  they  baTC  never 
known,  wc  shall  not  be  here  preparing  to  follow 
tbem  with  another.  Whatever  may  be  iheopin- 
ioo  ntertaincd  in  this  Hoaseprthis  naiioo  of  the 
diaposiiioa  of  that  State,  1  feel  myself  not  bound 
to  refate  it.  I  answer  only  for  a  part,  for  that 
pet^k  wiib  whom  I  nm  immediately  connected, 
a  people  who,  I  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  as- 
soring  you,  have  not  participated  in  that  kind  of 
loyalty  for  which  their  Bute  has  been  so  pro- 
verbial. I  know  then  well,l  know  their  attach- 
ment to  your  measnres,  an  aiiachment  which  has 
Wen  tried  in  the  days  of  adversity  and  cannot 
fcil  to  be  resweicd  in  tbt  ilays  of  prosperity.  On 
tbissul^cct  I  know  tboir  wishes,  their  aenlimaita 
and  tbeir  feelings,  and  in  tfarir  bthnlf  I  call  for  a 
Npeal  of  Ibis  laz. 

Sir,  mneb  has  been  said  in  ibis  debate  abont 
sadoeing  the  Army  and  dismaoHing  the  Navy ; 
I  confess  myself  not  to  be  a  favorito  of  large 
atending  armies,  they  add  uothlngto  tbe  security 
of  tbe  ciiizeo,  little  to  thai  of  the  Sutes.  Bat 
why  reduce  the  present  Peace  Establishment?  it 
is  not  so  larxe  as  lo  be  dangerous  in  the  binds  of 
any  Executive,  nor  so  ezpensive  as  to  be  burden- 
some  to  the  people.  We  have  already  dismissed 
from  our  service  a  host  uf  officers,  many  of  whom 
are  equally  brave,  equally  meritorious  as  these 
we  have  retained.  Let  us  provide  for  those 
aow  in  avrviee.  and  while  doing  tbat  forget  not 
Um  claims  of  others  who  have  aerved  as  with 
•qnal  AdeUty.  The  Navy— reduce  the  Navy  I 
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DO,  sir,  on  that  we  depend  not  only  for  protection, 
butfor  DegotiatioD  ;  for  the  former  moreeffeetoal  ' 
than  all  onr  armies,  for  the  latter  more  powerful 
than  sU  our  Ministers;  isstcad  of  rednoiog  I  would 
iocresse  tbe  Navy  ;  and  while  we  have  such  men 
to  command  as  grace  the  naval  history  of  the 
late  war,  we  have  do  cause  lo  be  apprehensive  of 
the  recurrence  or  tbe  result  of  aooiher. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  said  tbe  course  had  been 
pursued  ever  since  he  had  bad  the  honor  of  a 
seat  00  tbis  floor,  to  select  aome  subject  durisg 
the  early  part  of  the  sesnon^  on  which,  by  a  gn- 
eral  anderslaoding,  gentlemen  were  allowed  le 
indulge  themselves'  in  remarks  on  the  czistii^ 
state  of  public  affairs.  The  practice  was  a  very 
good  one,  be  sai^  and  there  eoald  be  no  occasion 
more  proper  than  that  of  n  proposition  to  lay  a 
direct  taz. 

Those  who  have  for  fifteen  years  past  adminia- 
trred  tbe  affairs  of  this  Government,  hsve  eoo> 
ducted  tbis  nation  to  an  honorable  piMot  of  ele- 
vation, at  which  they  may  justly  pause,  eballeoM 
a  retrospect,  and  invite  auention  to  the  bright 
field  of  prosperity  which  ties  before  ut. 

The  great  objects  of  tbe  Committee  of  Pinsnee 
in  the  report  under  eousidetmtiou  are,  ia  the  first 
place,  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  pnUie 
debts,  aod  in  the  aecood,  to  provide  for  tbe  sop- 
port  of  the  Oovernment,  and  tbe  payment  of 
socb  expenses  ns  ahnnld  be  atttfaorind  by  Coa- 
ffress.  The  greater  part  of  tbe  debt,  Mr.  C.  ad- 
mitted, bad  grown  out  of  the  late  war;  yet  • 
considerable  portion  of  it  consisted  of  tbat  con- 
tracted in  tbe  former  war  for  Independence,  and 
a  portion  of  it  perhaps  of  tbat  which  arose  onti^  'i 
tbe  wars  with  Tripoli  and  Algiers.  Geottemen  i 
had  OD  this  occasion,  therefore,  fairly  a  right  to  i 
ezaroioe  into  the  course  of  the  Administration 
heretofore  to  demonstrate  the  impolicy  of  those 
wars,  aod  tbe  iojudicioosness  of  tbe  public  ex- 
penditures geuerally.  In  thecursory  view  which 
be.  should  take  of  tbis  subject,  be  miul  be  allowed 
lo  bay  he  should  pay  do  particular  attention  to 
what  had  paused  before  io  debate.  An  honorable 
colleague,  (Mr.  UAnnin,)  who  spoke  the  other 
day,  like  another  gentleman  who  preceded  him 
in  debate,  had  taken  oeeasion  to  refer  to  his  (Mr. 
C's)  late  absence  from  this  eonniry  on  paMte 
bueiaess ;  but,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  troatod  among  the 
fmiu  of  that  absenee  were  a  grentnr  reject  fbr 
the  insthntions  which  distin^iab  this  happy 
conntry,  a  greater  confidence  in  them,  and  an 
increased  disposition  to  cling  to  them.  Yei^  Mr, 
said  Mr.  C,  1  was  in  the  neigbborhood  of  ibe 
battle  of  Waterloo,  aod  aome  lessons  1  did  derive 
from  it;  but  ihey  were  lessons  which  satisfied 
me  that  naiioual  iodependeaee  was  only  to  be 
DMinUined  by  national  resisuoce  against  foreign 
eacroaehmeots,  by  cherishing  the  interests  of 
tbe  people,  and  givioi;  to  the  whole  pbysiecl 
jrawer  of  thecoooiry  an  interest  in  the  preserva- 
tion of -the  nation.  I  have  been  taught  thatlfs- 
soD  ;  that  we  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  pos- 
sibility tbat  a  combination  of  despots,  of  oien 
unfriendly  to  liberty,  propagating  what  in  their 
opinion  eonsiitmcs  the  princifde  of  legitimacy, 
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might  meh  our  bappy  land,  and  suojeet  o*  lur 
that  tyraoay  and  d^radaiion  which  seems  to  be 
one  iif  their  objects  in  aaother  eoontry.  The 
lesult  of  my  reneetiom  i^t  the  determination  to 
■id  with  my  vote  in  proridins  my  oonniry  with 
■U  the  means  to  protest  its  liberties,  and  guard 
them  even  from  serioas  menace.  Motives  of 
Mieney,  wbieh  tb«  committee  wotild  be  ■ble  to 
vadersiud  mad  ■ppreciate,  prevented  bim  from 
■otieiBg  some  of  bis  cotleague*«  (Mr.  Ha^um**) 
reraarkii;  hut  he  would  take  the  oecasioo  lu  gire 
kim  one  admonition,  that  when  he  next  favored 
the  House  with  an  exbihitioa  of  bis  talent  fur 
wit — with  a  display  of  those  elegant  implements, 
for  his  posseftsion  of  which  the  genitemao  from 
Viigioia  bad  so  handsomely  eomplimeated  him, 
that  he  would  recollect  that  it  is  bought  and  not 
borrowed  tvit,  which  the  adage  recommends  as 
best.'  With  regard  to  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britaio,  his  tory,  io  deciding  upoii  the  justice  and 
policy  of  that  war,  will  detrrmine  the  question 
■ocortiing  ao  the  state  of  things  which  existed 
when  that  -war  was  declared.  I  gave  a  vote  for 
the  deelarft  lioa  of  war,  said  Mr.  C— I  exerted  all 
the  little  iufluenee  and  talents  I  could  eommaod 
to  make  ibe  war.  The  war  was  made ;  it  is  ter- 
minated ;  and  I  declare  with  perfect  sincerity, 
irit  had  been  permitted  me  to  lift  tbe  veil  of  futu* 
riiy,  and  to  have  foreseen  the  precise  series  of 
events  wbicb  have  occurred^  my  vote  would  have 
been  unchanged.  The  policy  of  the  war,  as  it 
regarded  our  state  of  preparatioD,  mast  be  determ* 
in«U  with  reference  to  the  slate  of  things  at  the 
time  that  war  was  declared.  Mr.  C.  said  he  oeed 
DO*  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in  demonstra- 
ting that  we  had  cause  sufficient  for  war.  We 
bad  been  insulted,  and  outraged,  and  spoliated 
opoa  by  almost  all  Europe— by  Qreat  Britain,  by 
France,  Spain,  Denmark,  Naples,  aod  to  cap  the 
eltraax,  by  the  little  contemptible  Power  of  Al- 
Kiera.  We  hadsobmitted  too  long  and  toomnob. 
We  had  beeome  the  scorn  of  foreign  Powers,  and 
the  contempt  of  our  own  citizens.  The  question 
of  the  policy  of  declaring  war  at  the  particular 
time  when  it  was  commenced,  is  beet  delermiiied, 
Mr.  C.  remarked,  by  applying  to  the  enemy  bim* 
aalf}  and  what  said  hel  Thatof  ■litbecireum- 
sunees  atteadtag  its  declaration,  none  was  so 
aggravating  as  t^t  we  should  have  selected  the 
moment  which,  of  all  others,  was  most  inconve- 
ateot  to  bim;  when  be  was  struggling  for  self- 
existence  in  a  last  effort  against  the  gigantic 
power  of  France.  The  question  of  the  state  of 
]>reparatioa  ft>r  war  at  any  lime  is  a  relative  ques- 
tion—relative to  our  own  means,  the  condition 
of  the  other  Power,  and  the  sute  of  the  world  at 
the  time  of  declaring  it.  We  oould  not  expect 
for  instance,  that  a  war  agaiost  Alslers  would 
icquire  the  same  mcaas  or  extent  oTpreparatlon 
as  a  war  against  Great  Brluin ;  and  if  it  was  to 
be  waged  against  one  of  the  primarr  Powera  of 
Barope,  at  peace  with  all  the  rest  of  the  world* 
and  therefore  all  ber  force  at  eommaod,  it  conld 
Bot  be  commenced  witb  so  little  preparation  as 
if  bar  whole  force  ware  employed  in  another 
■qoarter.  It  ia  not  nMemry  again  to  repel,  laM 
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Mr.C.  the  sule,  ridiculous,  faliie  story  of  Freaeh 
iofioence,  originatiag  in  Qreat  Britain  and  echoed 
here.  I  now  contend — so  1  have  always  done— 
that  we  bad  a  right  to  uke  advantage  of  the  eon^ 
diiion  of  the  world  at  the  time  war  was  declared. 
If  Great  Briuio  were  engaged  in  war,  we  had  a 
right  to  act  on  the  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that 
ber  meana  of  aonoyaoee,  as  to  us,  were  di- 
minished ;  aivl  we  bad  a  right  to  obtain  all  Um 
collateral  aid  we  could  from  the  operations  ni 
other  Powers  against  ber,  wiiboBt  eotwioginio 
those  connexions  which  are  forbidden  by  the 
genius  of  our  Goverument.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  it 
was  rather  like  distorbtng  the  ashes  of  the  dead, 
now  to  discuss  the  questions  of  the  justice  or 
expedifflcy  of  the  war.  They  were  questioni 
long  since  settled,  and  on  which  the  public  opin- 
ion was  decisively  made  up  in  favor  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. 

He  proceeded  to  examine  the  conditions  of  the 
peace  and  the  fruits  of  the  war — questioosof  more 
recent  date,  and  more  immediately  applicable  to 
the  present  discussion.  The  terms  of  the  peace, 
Mr.  C.  said,  must  be  determined  by  the  same  rnia 
that  was  applicable  to  the  declaration  of  war- 
that  rule  wbieh  was  farnisfaed  by  the  state  of  the 
world  at  the  time  the  peace  was  made.  And, 
even  if  it  were  true  that  all  the  sanguine  expecta- 
tions whieb  might  have  been  formed  at  the  time 
of  the  declaration  of  war  were  not  realized  by  the 
terms  of  the  subsequent  peace,  it  did  not  fallow 
that  the  war  was  improperly  declared,  or  tlw 
peace  dishonorable,  uoiesss  the  condition  of  the 
parties  in  relation  to  other  Powers  remained  snb- 
fttantially  the  same  throughout  ibe  struggle,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  termioaiioo  of  the  war,  as  iber 
were  at  the  commeneemeot  of  it.  At  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war,  France  was  annibiUted — blot- 
tied  out  of  the  map  of  Europe; — the  vast  power 
wielded  by  Bonaparte  existed  no  longer.  Let  it 
be  admitted  that  statesmen,  io  laying  their  course^ 
are  to  lookat  probable  ereata— that  their  conduct 
u  to  be  examued  with  reference  to  the  course  of 
events  wbicb  in  all  buinaa  probability  might 
have  been  aaticipated— and  is  there  a  man  in  this 
House  in  existence  who  can  say,  that  on  the  18th 
day  of  June,  1818,  when  the  war  was  deelared,  it 
would  have  been  anticipated  that  Great  Briiaia 
would,  by  the  circumstance  of  a  general  peaM, 
resulting  from  the  overthrow  of  a  Power  whose 
basements  were  supposed  to  be  deeper  laid,  more 
ramiSed,  and  more  extended,  than  those  of  any 
Power  ever  were  before— be  |daced  in  the  attitude 
in  wbicb  she  stood  in  December,  1814?  Would 
any  one  say  that  the  Government  could  have 
anticipated  such  a  sute  of  things,  aad  ought  to 
have  been  governed  in  its  conduct  accordingly  9 
Great  Britaio,  Russia,  Gkrmaoy,  did  not  expect— 
not  a  Power  in  Europe  believed— as  late  even  as 
Jaauary,  1614,  that,  ia  the  ensalng  March,  fiiou>- 

Erie  would  abdieatb  and  the  restoration  ttf  the 
nirboes  would  follow.  What  thea  was  tht 
actual  condition  of  Europe  when  peace  was  eoft- 
duded  ?  A  perfect  traoqojlliiy  reigned  tbreugh- 
oat ;  for,  as  late  as  the  1st  of  Alaroh,  the  idea  ef 
Nnpokoa  reappHtriaff  in'  Fiaaee  vai  u  liirte 
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MttrttiMd  u  tb«t  of  m  rtmn^s  coAhif  from  the 
mow  touke  opon  hiniMlf  ibe  goTeiBncntof  the 
•MBiry.  In  Dec* mbw,  1814,  a  profoand  ind  ap* 
putatlj  pcrMCDent  pease  existed.  Onat  Briuin 
Ml  to  dispose  of  the  vast  force— the  aeon- 
aialatioB  oT  twentv-fiira  yeara— the  work  of  as 
iaunenie  sysiena  of  fioanee  aad  protracted  mr. 
She  waa  at  liberty  to  empfor  ibai  undivided  force 
•fainst  this  eouairy.  Under  Moh  ^trcnnattDocs, 
It  did  not  follftir,  Mr.  C.  said,  aecordiag  to  the 
^cs  laid  dowo,  either  that  the  war  oaf  ht  not  to 
liaTe  been  made,  or  that  peace,  on  inch  terms, 
ooj^  not  to  hare  been  eaaetaded. 

What  then,  Mr.  C.  asked,  were  the  terms  of 
Ihe  pcaoe?  The  regt^r  Opposition  in  this  ceoo- 
to;---ihe  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hoase 
—had  not  come  onl  to  chaUenge  an  iareitigation 
of  the  terms  of  the  peace,  akhough  they  had  sev- 
ml  times  given  a  sidewipe  at  the  treaty  os  oeea- 
ghma  wkh  which  it  had  mt  neecsMry  eoanezioD. 
Ii  had  beeo  sometknea  aaid  *kmt  we  had  gained 
■othiiu  hy  the  war— 4hac  ike  fiakeries  ware  lost, 
itn.  How,  he  asfced,  M  this  qststion  of  thefisb- 
«riea  nally  standi  By  the  first  pact  of  the  third 
•rikle  of  the  Trtair  o(  1763,  the  sight  was  rec- 
agniaed  in  the  peopleof  the  United  mates  to  uke 
Isbof  erary  kind  on  the  Oand  hank  and  on  all  the 
ether  banks  of  Newfoandlandj  also  ia  the  Golf 
•f  St  Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places  in  the 
sat,  .where  inhabitants  of  both  aoimtrics  nsed 
■t  Any  time  to  fiah.  This  right  was  a  oeeessary 
iieident  to  our  sorercigaty,  although  it  is  denied 
•a  some  of  t^  Powem  oi  Borope.  It  was  not 
oOBMsted  at  CUiCDt;  it  has  nerer  been  drawn  id 
qioation  by  Oreat Britain.  But,  by  tlwsaakc  third 
arliete,  it  was  forthar  stipolated  that  the  inlwb- 
itanta  ^  ibe  United  States  shall  hare  "  liberty  to 

*  take  fish  of  eroy  kisd  on  aoch  part  of  the  coast 

*  of  Newfoundland  aaBtiiiih  fiihenaen  shall  use, 

*  (bnt  not  10  dry  or  owe  the  aame  on  that  islnnd) 

*  and  also  on  no  oouti,  bajrs,  and  creeks  of  aU 
'  other  of  His  Brilaanie  Majesty's  domioioas  io 

*  Amcrioa ;  aod  that  the  American  fisbenneo  shall 

*  hare  liberty  to  dry  aod  core  &h  in  aay  of  the 

*  oasetUed  bars,  harbora,  and  creeks,  of  Nora 
'  Beolia^  Magdalen  Island,  and  Labrador,  so  long 
'asthesame  shall  remain  unsettled^  bo^so  soon 
'  as  the  same  or  either  of  them  shall  be  settled,  it 
'  ^11  not  be  lawflil  for  the  said  fishermen  to  dry 

*  or  care  fish  at  sach  settlement,  without  a  fvevi- 
'  o«fl  agreement  for  that  par  pose  with  the  inhab- 
'itants,  proprietors,  or  possessors,  of  the  gronnd." 

The  British  OommisNoaers,assamiog  mat  those 
Uhnrties  had  cxinred  by  the  war  helwcco  the  two 
eoBfktdes,  at  an  eaiiy  period  of  the  negolklioo 
deolMed  that  they  would  not  be  rerired  without 
M  cgniffatcDt.  whether  the  Treatrof  1783  does 
aot  una  an  ezeepUau  to  the  geaetal  rale,  aeeord- 
Mg  to  wUeh  treatiea  are  Treated  by  a  war  break- 
Sttgonttetween ika partie^iiaqaesiion  on  which 
Im  £d  a<tt  mean  to  express  an  opioioa.  The  first 
wtiole  ef  thai  treaty,  by  wluck  tne  Kiag  of  Great 
Bciuio  aohnowledem  the  sorereignty  of  the  Uni- 
t*d  fiiiues,  eeruinly  was  not  abrogated  by  the 
»ar}  thai  ail  die  filher  pane  of  the  lame  iutvu- 
MA  ariiiak  defina  ti<  llnili,  priviUfe^aBdJib- 
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'ertice,  attaching  to  that  sorereignty,  were  efaally 
maffected  by  the  waV,  might  m  eootendcd  for 
with  at  least  much  idausniility.  If  we  dele^ 
rained  to  offer  them  the  eqairalent  nqniicd,  ike 
qnestiMi  wu,  whstshonid  it  be  ?  When  theBri^ 
ish  Commissioners  demaodral,  in  their  pnifA,a 
renewal  to  Great  Britain  of  the  r^ht  to  the  aar- 
igatioD  of  the  Mississippi,  secured  by  the  Trea^ 
of  178^  a  hare  majority  of  the  American  Coa>- 
mirsirasrs  ofihred  to  renew  it,  apoo  the  coadiiiea 
that  the  liberties  in  qneslien  were  resewed  tons. 
He  was  not  one  of  that  mjofity.  He  woold  aot 
trouble  the  Committee  with  bis  reasoos  for  being 
opposed  to  theo&r.  A  majority  of  his  eolUagaes, 
aetaatcd  he  believed  by  tbe  best  motives,  made 
however  the  oSer,  and  it  was  refased  by  the  Brtt- 
tsfa  Commissioaers. 

If  the  British  interpretation  of  tbe  IWty  af 
1783  be  correct,  we  have  lost  the  liberties  in  qnes- 
tion.  What  At  value  af  ikera  really  is,  ka  had 
not  been  able  to  B»eet  with  any  two  geailemau 
who  agreed.  The  great  valna  of  the  whole  mass 
of  our  fisheiY  interests,  as  conneeied  with  our 
navigatiea  and  tiade,  wu  toffieieaUy  demon- 
Btraied  by  the  tonniq^  employed ;  bat,  whnt  was 
the  relauvo  importance  of  thne  fisheries,  there 
was  f  reat  contrariety  of  statements.  They  were 
liberties  to  be  erercised  within  a  forngn  WiisdiV 
tioo,  and  some  of  them  were  liable  to  m  oestrofsd 
by  the  conliagenoy  of  settlement.  He  did  not 
believe  that  much  imporunee  attached  to  sack 
liberties.  And,  sn|^)osing  them  to  be  lost,  we  are 
perhaps  sofficEently  indemnified  by  tbe  redem|H 
tion  of  the  British  mortgage  upon  the  navigation 
of  the  Missisaippi.  This  great  stream,  on  tlwt 
sapposition,  is  placed  (where  it  oa^  to  be)  ia 
the  same  independent  condition  with  the  Hud- 
SOD,  or  any  other  river  tn  the  Uailcd  Stales. 

If.  on  the  contrary,  the  oppnite  eonstrueiion  td 
the  t'reaty  of  1783  be  tbe  true  one,  these  liberties 
remain  to  us,  and  the  right  to  tbe  oari^tion  of 
the  Mississippi,  as  second  to  Great  Britain  by 
thst  instrument,  coationes  with  her. 

But,  Mr.  C  said,  he  was  surprised  to  bear  a 
genUeman  from  tbe  Wcstera  country  (hir.  Uui- 
dim)  exclaim,  that  we  bad  gained  nothing  by  the 
war.  Oreat  Britain  acquired,  by  the  treaty  ae- 
^tiated  by  Mr.  Jay,  the  right  to  uade  with  the 
lodians  within  our  Territories.  It  was  a  ri|^ 
upon  which  she  placed  great  value,  and  from  the 
pursuit  of  which  she  did  not  desist  without  great 
reluctance.  It  had  been  exercised  by  her  ag«tu 
io  a  manner  to  excite  the  greatest  sensibility  ia 
the  Western  country.  This  right  was  eionrly  lost 
by  ike  war;  for  wteiever  nmy  ha  the  true  opin- 
ion  as  10  the  Treaty  of  1781  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  stipulations  of  that  of  17M  no 
longer  exist. 

It  had  been  said,  that  tiie  gient  object  in  the 
ooniinuation  of  the  war  bad  Men  to  aeeure  our 
mariners  against  impee8sment,aad  that  poaecwas 
made  without  aoeoaplidiing  it.  With  n^ii  to 
tbe  Opposition,  he  piesumed  that  they  would  aot 
urge  any  such  argnmeoL  For,  if  their  i^oiim 
was  to  he  in£mred  (though  he  killed  ia  tm  case 
it  was  not)  from  that  m  an  inflnantial  aai  dir 


Digitized  by 


m 


OF  camusB, 


782 


Tike  Bevewe, 


H.orR. 


■Uiigttuhed  member  ot  the  Oppwttioo,  we  had 
fcMii  to  beliere  that  thcf  did  not  think  the 
firiiiah  doetriius  wrong  on  this  tnbjeet.  H«  al- 
Jaded  to  a  tetter  Mtd  to  be  written  by  a  gentleman 
of  great  enwidnaiion,  residing  in  an  a^^ning 
State}  to  a  member  of  this  House,  in  which  the 
wrfler  states  that  he  eoneeiTes  the  British  claim 
to  be  right,  and  exi^esses  his  hope  that  tbe  Presi-^ 
dent,  bowerer  be  might  liielLat  it,  wooM  be  eom- 

£eUed  to  swallow  tbe  bitter  pill.  If  the  peace 
ad  really  gireu  up  the  American  doctrine^  it 
woald  have  been,  according  to  that  opinion, 
aerrjjr  fielding  to  the  force  the  British  right. 
In  that  view  of  tbe  sabjeet,  the  error  of  the  Ad- 
ministration would  have  been  in  contending  for 
loomoeh  in  behalf  of  thiacoantry;  for  he  pre- 
imned  there  was  no  doubt  that,  whether  right  or 
moBg,  it  would  be  an  important  principle  gained 
to  seeore  oar  acamea  acainst  Briiikh  imprimnuBt. 
And  be  tniated  in  God  tbat  all  future  Adminis- 
trations would  rather  err  on  tbe  side  of  contending 
for  too  moeh  than  too  little  for  America. 

But  Mr.  C.  wa»  willing  to  admit  that  the  con- 
duct tX  the  Administntioa  ought  to  be  tried  by 
their  own  opinions,  and  not  those  of  the  Opposi- 
ttoa.  One  of  the  great  eauses  of  tbe  war,  and  of 
iti  continuance,  was  tbe  practice  of  impressment 
exercised  by  Great  Britain ;  and  if  this  claim  has 
been  admitted,  by  necessary  implieation  or  ex- 
presB  stipulation,  tbe  Administmiton  has  aban- 
doned the  lights  of  our  seamen.  It  was  with  utter 
astonisbment  that  he  heard  that  it  bad  been  eon: 
iMidod  in  this  conntry,  that  beeanse  our  right  of 
nemption  from  the  pmctiec  had  not  been  ex- 
presalY  sceured  in  tbe  ueaty,  it  was  tbertfore  given 
up!  It  was  iroposaiUe  that  such  an  argument 
eovid  be  advanced  oa^  that  floor.  No  member 
who  regarded  bis  repulatiwa  would, dared, advance 
sQch  an  argument  herr. 

Had  the  war  terninaied,  tbe  practice  cootiou- 
ii^,  he  admitted  that  such  migbt  be  a  fair  iofer- 
enee ;  and  oa  some  former  occasion  he  had  laid 
down  the  principle,  which  he  thought  eorrecl, 
4hatif  tbe  United  States  did  then  make  peace 
with  Great  Briiaio,  the  war  in  Europe  continn- 
iag,  and  therefore  she  eobtiauing  the  exercise  of 
the  practtee,  without  anv  stipuUtioo  to  secure  us 

r'  ist  iu  effects,  the  |Mia  inference  wonld  be, 
we  had  sutrendered  the  right.  But  what  was 
the&ct?  At  tbe  time  of  the  eoiulusimi  of  tbe 
Treaty  of  Peace,  Cbeat  Britain  had  ceased  the 
j^aotiee  of  imprensmtat ;  she  was  not  only  at 
peace  with  all  the  Powen  of  Barope,  but  there 
was  every  prospect  of  a  petmtuent  and  durable 
fmu.  The  treaty  beug  biIbm  on  the  nfajcct  of 
mapressmeDt,  the  only  plain  rational  restut  wa?, 
tikat  neither  party  had  conceded  its  rights,  but 
Aev  were  left  totally  unaffected  b)  iu  Mr.  C. 
sftta  he  reeoUecied  to  have  heard-  in  ihe  British 
BsQse  of  Commons,  whilst  he  was  Burope, 
tbe  very  reverse  of  tt^  doctrine  advanee&bere  on 
4his  subject.  The  BriUsh  Ministry  were  tf^arged 
by  a  member  of  the  OppocitioB  with  having «ar- 
vadered  their  r^ht  of  impfenment,  and  the  samt 
emiae  of  leasoning  waa  employed  te  prove  it  as 
hi  Mdnivwd  WW  ai^laytd  in  tbii  eounor  to 


prove  our  acquiescence  in  thnt  praotiee.  The 
argument  was  this:  the  war  was  made  on  the 
professed  ground  of  resistance  of  the  practice  df 
imi^essment}  the  peace  having  been  made  with- 
out a  rect^nition  of  tbe  right  by  America,  the 
treaty  being  silent  on  the  subject,  the  inference 
was,  that  the  British  autborlties  hsd  surrendered 
the  right;  ihal  they  had  failed  to  secure  it,  and, 
having  done  so,  had  in  effect  yielded  it.  The 
memtwr  of  tbe  Opposition  in  Bnaland  was  just 
as  wrong  as  any  member  of  this  WHise  would  be, 
who  should  contend  that -the  right  of  impressmeat 
is  surrendered  to  the  British  Government.  The 
fict  was,  Mr.  C-  said,  neither  parly  had  surren- 
dered its  rights;  things  remain  as  though  the  war 
bad  never  been  made;  both  parties  are  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  rights  they  had  anterior  to  the  ww. 
Lest  it  might  be  deduced  that  his  sentiments  on 
the  subject  of  impressmeat  had  undenone  « 
change,  he  took  the  opportunity  to  ay,  that  al- 
though he  desired  to  preserve  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  tbe  United  States,  and  to 
mainuin  between  them  that  good  onderstandii^ 
calculated  to  promote  the  interest  of  each,  yet, 
whenever  Great  Britain  should  give  satisfactory 
evidence  of  her  design  to  apply  ner  doctrine  ef 
impressment  as  heretofore,  he  was,  for  one,  ready 
to  take  up  arms  again  to  oppose  her.  The  fact 
was,  that  the  two  nations  had  been  placed  in  a 
state  of  hostility  as  to  a  praotiee  growing  out  of 
tbe  war  in  Europe.  Tbe  war  ceasing  between 
Great  Briiaio  and  tbe  rest  of  Europe,  lett  Eoglaad 
and  America  engaged  In  a  contest  on  an  egSHB' 
sion  which  had  also  pnetically  cased.  The 
onestion  had  then  presenied  itself,  whether  the 
United  Staiea  should  be  kept  in  war,  to  gain  an 
abandonment  of  what  had  become  a  mere  abitraet 
principle,  or  looking  at  the  nsults,  and  relying  oo 
tbe  good  sense  and  sound  discretion  of  both  couli- 
tries,  we  should  not  recommend  tbe  termination 
of  the  war.  When  no  practical  evil  cooM  resale 
from  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  there  w«s 
no  more  than  a  possibility  of  the  removal  of  the 
practice  of  impressment,  I,  as  one  of  the  mission, 
consented  with  sincere*  pleasure  to  the  peaoe, 
satisfied  that  we  gave  up  no  right,  sacrificed  no 
honor,  eompromitled  no  important  principle.  He 
said,  thai,  applying  the  rule  of  tbe  actual  sute  of 
things,  as  that  by  which  to  judge  of  the  peace, 
there  was  nothing  in  the  conditions  or  terms  of 
the  peace  that  was  dishonorably  nothing  tot  re- 
proach, nothing  for  regret. 

Gentlemen  uve  complaMed  that  we  had  lost 
the  islands  In  the  Bay  of  Pasiamaquoddy.  Have 
they  examined  into  that  question,  and  do  they 
know  the  grounds  on  which  it  stands?  Prior  to 
tbe  war  ve  occupied  Moose  Island,  Ibe  British 
Grand  Meaan.  Eaeh  party  claimed  both  islands. 
America,  because  they  arc  within  tbe  limits  of 
the  United  State^as  defined  by  the  Treaty  of 
1783;  and  Great  Britain,  because,  as  she  allrgci^ 
they  were  in  the  exception  contained  in  the  sec- 
ond article  of  that  treaty  as  to  islands  within  the 
fimita  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia.  AH  the 
information  wbich  be  had  leeeived  concurred  in 
sepfMCmiag  Gnad  Meaan  M  the  moat  Talaable 
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isbnd.   Does  the  treaif,  in  stipulating  for  an 
amieable  and  rqnitable  aft>de  of  settling  this  con- 
trorertjr,  yield  one  foot  pf  the  territory  of  ihe 
United  States?   If  oar  trUe  to  Moose  Island  is 
drawn  in  qaesiioo,  that  of  Great  Britain  to  Grand 
Menan  is  equally  so.   If       may  lose  the  one, 
■be  may  the  other.   The  treaty,  it  was  true,  eoif- 
taioed  a  proTision  that  the  party  in  posaessioo.  ai 
the  lime  of  its  ratification,  may  hold  on  utitil  the 
qqesiion  of  right  is  decided.   The  Connnittee 
vould  observe  that  (his  stipulation,  as  to  posses- 
aioo,  was  nut  limited  to  the  mobieat  of  the  sigoa- 
lure,  but  looked  to  ibe  period  oi  the  ratification  of 
Ibe  treaty.  The  American  Commissioners  had 
thought  ihey  might  safely  rely  on  the  valur  of 
UaavaebnseiiB,  or  the  arms  of  the  United  Siate^i. 
10  drive  the  invader  from  our  soil,  and  bad  also 
hoped  that  we  might  obtain  possession  of  Grand 
Menan.   It  is  true  they  have  been  disappointed 
in  the  successful  application  of  the  force  of  that 
State  and  of  that  of  the  Union ;  but  it  is  not  true 
tfaat  we  have  Mried  with  the  right.   It  is  fair  to 
presume  that  Great  Britain  will,  with  good  faith, 
eo-operaie  io  carrying  the  stipulations  into  ef- 
£eot;  and  she  hasj  in  fact,  already  promptly  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  Commuaiooers 
under  the  treaty. 
;  What  have  we  gained  by  the  warj   Mr.  C. 
said  be  had  shown  we  had  lost  nothing  in  rights, 
territory,  or  honor ;  nothing  for  which  we  ought 
to  have  eontended,  according  to  the  principles  of 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  or  aecordiag  to  our 
-  Mvn.  Hare  we  gained  nothing  by  the  war  1 
Let  any  man  look  at  the  degraded  condition  of 
this  country  before  the  war;  the  scorn  of  the 
noiverae,  the  contempt  of  ounelves;  and  tell  me 
If  we  have  gained  nothing  by  the  war  1  What 
ia^  bur  present  situation?   Respectability  and 
-■eliktfteter  abroad — security  and  confidence  at 
home.   If  we  have  not  obtained  in  the  opinion 
of  some  the  full  measure  of  retribution,  our  char- 
acter and  Constitution  are  placed  on  a  solid  basis, 
never  to  be  shaken.   The  gtory  acquired  by  our 
gallant  tars — by  our  Jacksons  and  our  Browns 
on  the  land — is  that  nothing?   True,  we  have 
had  our  vicissitudes }  that  there  were  bomiliaiing 
errata  which  the  patriot  could  not  review  with- 
ont  deep  mret.  But  the  great  aeeoant,  wbeo  it 
same  to  be  nlaneed,  think  God,  would  be  found 
vastly  in  our  faror.  Is  there  a  man,  he  asked, 
who  would  have  obliterated  from  the  proud  pages 
of  oar  history  the  brilliant  achievements  of  Jack- 
ton,  Brown,  Scoit,  and  the  boat  of  heroes  on  land 
and  sea  whom  he  would  not  enumerate  ?  Is  there 
a  man  who  could  not  desire  a  participation  in 
Ihe  national  glory  acquired  by  tne  war  ?  Yes, 
uational  glory,  which  however  the  expression 
may  be  condemned  by  some,  must  be  citerished 
by  every  genuine  patriot.   What  do  1  mean  by 
national  glory  ?   Glory  »ucfa  as  Hull,  of  the  Con- 
siiiutton,  Jackson,  Lawrence,  Perry,  have  ac- 
quired. And  are' gentlemen  insensible  to  their 
deeds—to  tbe  value  of  them  in  animating  the 
'  country  in  tbe  hour  of  peril  hereafter?  Did  tbe 
■  battle  bf  Thermopylea  preserve  Greece  butooce? 
While  the  Mississippi  conliaDai  to  bear  dm  uib- 


uies  of  Ihe  iron  roouniain*  and  (he  Allwhany  to 
her  Dflts,  and  (o  (he  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  8(h  of 
January  shall  be  remembered,  and  the  glory  of 
that  day  shall  stimulate  future  pairiois,8Qd  nerre 
the  arm*  of  unborn  freemen  in  driving  the  pre- 
sumpiuoos  iuvader  fromourcouQiry'tiBoil  1  Q«it- 
tiemen  may  boast  of  their  in^eosibiliiy  to  feel- 
ings inspired  by  the  contemplatioo  of  such  events. 
But  he  would  a^k  does  the  recollection  of  Bank- 
er's Hilt,  of  Saratoga,  of  Yorktowo,  afiordthea 
no  pleasure?   Every  act  of  noble  sacrifiee  to  the 
country  ;  every  iiuiaoce  of  patriotic  devotion  to 
her  cause  has  its  beneficial  influence.  A  naiioa^ 
character  ia  ibe  anm  of  its  splendid  deeds.  Tbn 
consitiute  one  common  pairimonr— the  nation^ 
inheritance.  They  awe  foreign  Powers.  Tbey 
arouse  end  animate  our  own  people.   Do  gen- 
tlemen derive  no  pleasure  from  the  recent  (rani- 
aeiiooa  in  the  Mediterraneaa  ?   Can  they  regard 
unmoved  tbe  honorable  i»sue  of  a  war,  iu  tup- 
port  of  our  national  rights,  declared,  prosecuted, 
and  terminated  by  a  treaty  in  which  the  enemy 
submitted  to  a  carte  blanche,  in  the  short  period 
uf  forty  days?   The  days  of  chivalry  are  not 
gone.   They  hare  been  revived  in  the  person  of - 
Commodore  Decatur,  who,  in  releasing  from  in- 
fidel bondajre  Christian  captives,  the  sdbjects  of 
a  foreign  Power,  and  restoring  them  to  their 
country  and  ibeir  friendx,  has  placed  himself  be- 
side tbe  most  renowned  knights  of  former  times. 
I  love  true  glory,  said  Mr.  C.   It  is  this  senti- 
ment which  ought  to  be  cherished ;  and  in  spite 
of  cavils  and  sneers  and  attempts  (o  put  it  do4rn, 
it  will  finally  conduct  this  nation  to  thnt  height 
to  which  God  and  nature  bare  destined  it.  Three 
wars,  those  who  at  present  administer  (his  Gov- 
ernment may  say,  and  say  with  proud  satisfac- 
tion, (hey  have  safely  conducted  us  (hrough. 
Two  with  Powers  which,  though  otherwise  con- 
temptible, have  laid  almost  all  Europe  under 
tribute — a  tribute  from  which  we  are  now  exon- 
erated.  The  third,  with  ooeof  the  most  gigantic 
Powers  that  the  wurld  ever  saw.   These  strag- 
gles have  not  been  without  their  sacrifices,  nor 
without  their  lessons.  They  have  created  or 
rather  greatly  increased  tbe  public  debt.  Tbey 
have  taught  that  to  preterre  the  character  we 
hare  catablisbed  preparation  for  war  is  neceasary. 

The  public  debt  exists.  Hnwerer  contracted, 
the  faith  of  the  nation  ia  pledj^  for  ita  redemp- 
tion. It  can  only  be  paid  fcy  providing  an  excess 
of  revenue  beyond  expenditure,  or  by  retrench- 
ment. Did  gentlemea  contend  that  tbe  resnlli 
of  the  report  were  (oaecanie;  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  revenue  would  be  greater,  or  tbe  paUlc 
expenses  less  tMQ  the  estimate?  On  these  sub- 
jects, Mr.  C.^aidi  be  believed  it  would  be  pre- 
sumption i>  him,  when  the  defence  of  the  report 
was  io  rocb  able  bands,  (Mr.  LowitDtts,)  to  a^ 
tempt  ii>  rindication.  Learing  (be  ta»k  to  that 
gentledian,  he  should  assume  tor  (be  preset)!  iU 
accvacy.  He  would  lay  down  a  general  rul^ 
(ipta  which  then  never  ought  to  be  a  departnn, 
without  abBola(8  neeexiity,  that  the  expeoaeaot 
the  year  oaght  to  be  met  by  the  rerenue  of  the 
year.  If  in  time  of  war  it  were  impoaatble  to 
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obwmthii  role,m  oogkt,  in  time  of  peace,  to 
proride  for  m  speedy  ■  discharge  of  the  debt 
coDiraeted  in  the  preceding  war  as  possible. 
Tbu  can  onlf  t>e  done  bjr  an  effeetive  siDking 
fud  bated  apoD  ao  excess  of  reveaae  bejood 
eipcnditare,  and  a  protradioo  of  the  period  of 
peaee.  If  in  Eoglaad  the  SiokiDg  Pond  had  not 
fulfilled  what  was  promised,  it  was  becaase  of  a 
failure  to  provide  such  a  revenue,  and  because 
the  inieresis  of  peaee  in  that  eountrf  had  been 
too  few  and  leo  short.  From  the  Rerolutioo  to 
1812,  a  period  of  124  years,  there  had  been  63 
years  of  war,  and  only  61  of  peace;  and  there 
bad  been  contracted  X638.129^77  of  debt,  and 
disehargrd  oaly  £30,^4,305.  The  mtional  debt 
M  ifac  peace  of  nireebtamoanted  to  je53,681,076, 
and  daring  the  peace  which  followed,  being  37 
years,  from  1714  to  1740,  there  was  discharged 
ontr  £7^1,503.  When  the  operations  of  our 
siokibg  i'und  are  contrasted  with  those  of  Qreat 
Britain^  they  would  be  foand  to  oresent  the  most 
gratifying  results.  Our  public  uebt  existing  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1803,  amounted  to  Q78,754,- 
568  70,  and  on  the  Isi  of  January,  |815,  we  had 
extingaished  $33,873,463  98.  Thus  in  thirteen 
years,  one-balf  the  period  of  peace  that  followed 
.the  Treaty  of  Utrpcht,  we  had  discharged  more 
pabtie  debt  than  Great  Briuin  had  during  that 
period.  In  twenty>six  years  she  did  not  pay 
maeh  more  tbao  a  sereoih  of  her  debL  In  tbir- 
teeo  years  we  paid  more  than  a  third  of  ours.  If, 
then,  «  public  debt,  contraeietl  io  a  manner,  he 
trusted,  saiisfactory  to  the  couatry,  imposed  upon 
»  a  doty  to  proTide  for  iu  payment }  if  we  were 
ncoarased,  by  past  experienee,  to  fwrsevere  in 
the  ap|»icati<m  of  aa  cfieetire  sinking  fond,  he 
wonld  again  repeat  that  the  onlj  altematives 
were  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  taxation  pro- 
duciog  the  reveDue  esthnated  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or  by  great  retrenchment  of 
the  public  expenses. 

In  what  respect  can  a  reduction  of  the  public 
expenses  be  effected  1  Gentlemen  who  assailed 
the  report  on  this  groond  have,  by  the  indefinite 
Datore  of  ibe  atia»,  great  advantage  oo  their 
side.  Instead  of  cooieotiog  themselves  with  cry- 
ing oat  retrenchment!  reireDchmeDl E — a  theme 
always  plftusible,  ao  object  always  proper,  when 
the  paUie  interest  wiU  admit  of  it— let  them  point 
the  atieatioB  of  theHoose  to  some  apeclAed  sub- 
ject. If  they  really  think  a  rediKtion  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  or  either  of  thtm,  be  proper,  let 
them  lay  a  resolution  opoa  the  table  to  that  effect 
They  bad  generally,  it  was  true,  singled  oot,  in 
discossiog  this  report  (and  he  bad  do  objection  to 
meet  them  in  this  way,  though  he  thought  the 
other  the  fairest  course)  the  Military  Establish- 
ment.  Mr.  C.  said  he  ■  was  glad  the  nary  had 
fboght  iuelf  into  favor,  and  that  no  one  appeared 
dispMcd  to  move  its  reduction  or  to  oppose  iia 
^doal  augmentation.  But  ihe  "standingarmy" 
u  the  great  ottjeet  of  gentlemen's  apprehensions. 
Aod  those  who  eao  bravely  set  at  defiance  hob* 
goblins,  the  creatures  of  their  own  fntile  imagi- 
aatioDS,  are  ttemUiag  for  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple endaBgared  by  a  ataadiag  amy  of  lOjiOO 
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mea.  Those  who  can  conrageoasly  vote  agaiaat 
taxes  are  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  Ooostita- 
tioB  aod  the  country  at  sucH  a  force  scattered 
over  onr  extensive  territory !  This  could  not 
have  been  expected,  at  least  io  the  honorable  gen- 
tieman  (Mr.  Ross)  who,  if  be  bad  been  storm- 
ing a  fort,  could  oot  have  displayed  more  cool, 
collected' courage  tbao  be  did,  when  he  declared 
that  he  would  show  to  Penosylvanta  that  she 
bad  one  faithful  Representative,  bold  and  inde- 
pendent enough  (o  vote  against  a  tax  I 

Mr.  C.  said  be  bad  happened,  very  incidentally  ' 
the  other  day,  and  in  a  manner  which  be  had 
so)^Kned  could  not  attract  particular  atientioo, 
to  state  that  the  general  eoaditioa  of  the  world 
admonished  as  to  shape  our  measaret  with  a  view 
to  the  potsible  conflicts  into  which  we  might  be 
drawn ;  and  he  said  be  did  not  know  wbea  he 
should  cease  to  witness  the  attacks  made  u'pon 
him  in  consequence  of  that  general  remark,  when 
he  should  cease  to  hear  the  cry  of  "  standing 
army,"  ^  oationat  glory,"  &c.  From  the  tentw 
or  gentlemen's  ob^rvatioos  it  would  seem  as  if, 
for  the  first  time  in  tbe  history  of  this  Govern- 
ment, it  was  now  proposed  that  a  certain  regular 
force  should  constitute  a  portion  of  the  public 
defence.  But  from  tbe  AdministratioD  of  Gen- 
eral WASHfnaTOif,  down  to  this  time,  a  r»ular 
force,  a  staoding  army  (if  gentlemen  please)  had 
existed,  and  tbe  only  question  about  it,  at  any 
time,  bad  been  what  should  be  the  amount.  Gen- 
tlemen themselves,  who  most  loudljr  decry  this 
establidimeBl,  did  oot  propose  aa  entire  disbaod- 
ment  of  it;  and  the  qaeaiion,  em  with  them,  u 
oot  whether  a  regular  force  be  Beeesaary,  bat 
whether  a  regular  force  of  this  or  that  amouat 
be  called  for  by  the  acttial  state  of  oar  affairs. 

The  question  is  not,  oo  any  side  of  the  House, 
as  to  the  nature,  but  the  quaotom  of  tbe  force. 
Mr.  G.  said  he  maiotaioed  the  position,  that,  if 
there  was  tbe  most  profound  peace  that  ever  ex- 
isted ;  if  we  had  no  fears  from  any  quarter  what- 
ever; if  all  the  world  was  in  a  state  of  the  moat 
profound  aod  absolute  repose,  a  regular  force  of 
ten  thousand  men  was  not  too  great.for  tbe  pur- 
poses of  this  Government.  We  knew  too  mqeb, 
be  said,  of  the  vicissitudes  of  human  affairs,  and 
Ihe  uncertainty  of  all  our  calculations,  not  to 
kaow  that  even  in  the  most  profound  tranliQiUi^ 
some  tempest  maj  suddenly  arise  aad  bring  us 
into  a  state  requiring  the  exertion  of  military 
force,  which  caBoot  be  created  in  ■  moment,  biK 
requires  time  for  its  collection,  oraaQiaatioOi  aad 
diseipliae.  When  gentlemen  tauud  of  tbe  imve 
whico  was  deemed  sufficient  some  twenty  yeata 
ago,  what  did  tbejr  mean  ?  That  this  force  was 
not  to  be  progressive?  That  the  full  grown  maa 
ought  to  wear  the  clothes  and  habits  of  hi's  in- 
fancy? That  tbe  establishments  mainuined  by 
this  Government,  when  its  populatioo  amoaoted 
to  four  or  five  millions  only,  should  be  tbe  stand* 
ard  by  which  our  measures  should  be  regulated 
in  all  subsequent  states  of  the  eonotry?  Ifgeo- 
tlemen  meant  this,  as  it  seemed  to  him  they  did, 
Mr.  C.  said  he  aod  they  should  oot  agree.  He 
ooBlnded  that  estahUshnuats  ought  to  bo«w 
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ncDsarate  with  the  aetaal  state  of  the  coaotrf, 
thoald  grow  with  its  growth,  and  keep  paoe  with 
its  piogress.  I«ook  ai  that  map,  (said  he,  point- 
ing to  the  laxge  map  of  the  United  States  which 
bangs  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiresj)  at  the  vast  extent  of  that  countrjr  whieh 
stretches  from  the  I^ake  of  the  Woods,  in  the 
Nortbwttt,  to  the  Bay  of  Fuodjr,  in  the  East. 
Irfiok  at  the  vast  extent  of  oar  maritime  coast; 
neolleet  we  have  Indiana  and  povrerfbl  nations 
conterminoos  on  the  whole  frontier ;  and  that  we 
ItBow  not  at  what  moment  the  sarage  enemy  or 
Great  Britain  benelf  may  seek  to  make  war  with 
TU,  Oogbt  the  force  <^the  conntry  to  be  graduated 
by  the  Male  of  oar  exposora  or  are  we  to  be  un- 
influenced by  the  increase  oi  our  liability  to  war  1 
Bare  we  forgotten  that  the  power  of  France,  as 
a  cflUDterpoise  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  is  anni- 
hilated— gone  i  never  to  rise  again,  I  believe,  un- 
der the  weak,  unhappy,  and  imbecile  race,  who 
DOW  sway  her  destinies?  Any  individual  must, 
3  think,  come  to  the  •same  conclusion  with  my- 
self, who  lakes  these  considerations  into  view, 
and  reflects  on  our  growth,  the  state. of  our  de- 
icnee,  the  situation  of  the  uattoos  of  the  world, 
anct  above  all,  of  that  nation  with  whom  we  ore 
jiUHt  likely  to  eome  into  collision  j  for  it  is  in  rain 
to  eoaecaf  it,  this  country  must  have  many  a 
hard  and  daeperaie  tog  with  Great  BriuiOf  let 
lha  two  Govarameau  be  administered  how  and 
by  vhom  they  may.  That  man  mast  be  blind  to 
tu  indieattoas  of  the  future,  who  cannot  see  that . 
we  are  destined  to  have  wet  after  war  witb.Gf  eat 
BritaiQ,  until,  if  one  of  the  two  nations  be  not 
cnuhed,  all  grounds  of  collision  shall  hare  ceased 
batwean  us.  I  repeat,  said  Mr.  C,  if  the  condi- 
tion of  France  were  that  of  perfect  repose,  instead 
of  that  of  a  volcano  ready  to  burst  out  again  with 
a  desolating  eraplion:  if  with  Spain  our  differ- 
ences were  settled ;  if  the  dreadful  war  raging  in 
South  America  were  terminated ;  if  the  marines 
of  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  were  resuscitated 
as  tbey  stood  prior  to  the  Revolution  of  France; 
if  there  was  unirersal  repose,  and  profonnd  tran- 
anilUty  among  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  con- 
^dering  the  actual  growth  of  oor  oonntry,  u  his 
judgment,  the  force  of  ten  thouHmd  men  would 
not  be  too  great  for  its  exigeoeies.  Do  gentle- 
men ask  if  1  rely  on  the  regular  force  entirely  for 
Ihe  defence  of  the  oounuy  7  I  answer,  it  is  for 
Mirisoning  and  keepingin  order  our  fortificatione, 
for  the  preservation  «  the  national  arms,  for 
something  like  a  safe  depository  «f  military  sci- 
ence and  skm,  to  which  we  may  recur  ia  time  of 
danger,  that  I  desfre  to  maintain  an  adequate 
regular  force.  I  know  that  in  the  boar  of  peril 
oor  great  reliance  must  be  oa  the  whole  phyaical 
force  of  the  country,  and  that  no  detachment  of 
it  can  be  exclusively  depended  on.  History 
IMVives  that  no  nation  not  destitute  of  the  military 
ut}  whose  peoj^e  were  anitcd  in  its  defence,  ever 
was  conquered.  It  is  true  that  in  conntries  where 
atandmg  amin  bare  been  entirely  relied  on  the 
vmiea  hare  been  ufadaed,  and  lh«  antgu^tion 
«C the  nation  has  been  the  etwseqnenee  of  it;  bat 
a»  axam^e  iato  be  foniut  ot  a  nnited  people  be- 


io^  eonqaered  who  poesessed  an  adequate  degree 
oimilitary  knowledge.  Look  at  the  Qreeian  Re- 
publics straggling  successfully  agaiost  the  over- 
whelming  force  of  Persia;  looh  more  recently  at 
Spain.  I  have  great  confidence  io  the  milttia, 
and  I  would  go  with  my  honorable  coUeagne, 
(Mr.  McKbc,)  whose  views  I  koow  are  honest, 
band  in  hand,  in  arming,  disciplining,  and  ren- 
dering efleetive  the  militia  J  I  am  for  providiof 
the  nation  with  every  possible  means  of  resist* 
anee.  1  ask  my  honorable.colleagae,  after  I  hart 
gone  tbtti  for  with  him,  to  go  a  sb^  further  with 
me,  and  let  us  retain  the  force  we  now  bare  tat 
the  purposes  I  bare  already  described.  I  adt  gen- 
tlenien  who  propose  to  reluee  the  Army,  if  they 
have  examined  in  detail  the  nnmber  and  extol 
of  the  posts  and  nrrisfms  on  oor  maritime  ud 
interior  frontier?  If  they  bave  not  gone  thro^h 
this  process  of  reasoning,  how  shall  we  arrive  at 
the  result  that  we  can  reduce  the  Army*  witk 
safety?  There  is  not  Ane  of  oar  forts  adequately 
garrisoned  at  this  moment;  and  there  ia  nearly 
one*Caanh  of  them  that  have  not  one  solitary 
man.  I  said  the  other  day.  that  I  would  rather 
vote  for  the  augmentation  tun  the  rwloction  of 
the  Army.  When  returning  to  my  ceoatry  from 
its  foreign  service,  and  looking  at  this  question,, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  the  maximum  was  80^000, 
the  minimum  10^000  of  the  fotee  we  oaght  to  re- 
tain.  And  I  again  aay,  that  rather  than  ndneel 
would  rote  to  rnciaase  the  present  force. 

A  etaa^og  army,  Mr.  C.  said,  had  faeoi  deemed 
necessary  from  the  commencement  of  the  Qer- 
ernment  to  the  present  lime.  The  question  was 
only  as  to  the  quantum  of  force ;  and  not  whether 
it  sbontd  exist  No  man  who  r^rds  his  ptditi- 
cal  reputation  would  place  himself  before  ibe 
people  on  a  proposition  for  its  absolute  disband- 
meau  He  admitted  a  qoestion  as  to  qaantuB 
might  be  carried  so  far  as  to  rise  into  a  quesiioa 
of  principle.  If  we  were  to  propose  to  retain  aa 
army  of  thirty  or  forty  or  fifty  thousand  mei^ 
then  truly  the  question  would  present  itself,  whe* 
tber  our  rights  were  not  in  some  danger  front 
such  a  staading  army,  whether  reliance  was  to 
be  placed  aUciether  on  a  staading  army  or  on 
that  natural  sate  defeaee  arbieh,  aoowding  to  the 
habits  of  the  eonatrf  and  the  principles  of  oor 
Goremmeni,  is  considered  the  bulwark  of  oai 
liberties.  But  between  fire  and  ten  thoosasd 
men,  or  any  number  under  ten  tboasand,  itceald 
not  be  a  question  of  principle  ;  for,  unless  gentle' 
men  were  afraid  of  speeires,  it  was  ntterjy  impoS' 
sible  that  any  dang«  could  be  apprebeoded  fron 
ten  thonsand  men,  dispersed  oa  a  frontier  of  many 
thousand  miles— here  twenty  or  thiity,  there  an 
hundred,  and  the  largest  amount  at  Detroit,  not 
exceeding  a  tbin  regiment.  And,yet,braveg(«llt- 
men~-gentlemen  who  are  not  alarmed  at  hofagob> 
linfr— who  can  intrepidly  vote  even  against  laxe^ 
are  alarmed  by  a  force  of  this  extent  ?  What,  be 
asked,  was  the  amount  of  the  Army  in  the  tio^ 
of  Mr.  ieffiirson,  a  time,  the  orthodoxy  of  iibU» 
had  been  so  ostmtationsfy  prodaimed  1  It  1W 
tm^  when  thitf  gentleman  caoH  into  power,  it 
was  with  a  deternittation  to  relreneh  as  far  w 
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tmetiuUe.  Under  ^ba  M\  iaflaenoe  of  these 
BOtioas,  in  1802,  tbe  bold  step  of  whollr  diabaod- 
ing  tbe  Armr,  nerer  was  thoiisbt  of.  The  Mili- 
tarjr  Peace  Estabtisbmeat  was  tben  fixed  at  about 
four  tboasand  nea.  But,  before  Mr.  JeffenoD 
w«at  out  of  power,  wbat  was  done — that  in.  in 
April  1808?  la  addition  to  the  then  exisiin; 
Peace  Establishoieot,  eight  regiQieDts,ainouatiag 
to  between  fire  and  six  thoosand  inea,  were  aa- 
tborised,  mafciog  a  totftt  force  preciseljr  eqaal  to 
the  preaoii  Pnee  BetaUiahmeak  It  was  true 
that  tM  thisfime  had  atTer  bam  aetoally^  enlisted 
aad  embodied;  that  the  zeemiiiDg  serriee  bad 
bfen  aaspcnded ;  and  that  at  the  commaDeement 
oftbewarwe  bad  far  from  this  number;  and, 
lir.  C.  said,  we  have  not  now  aclnally-  ten  thbn- 
saad  men,  beins;  at  least  two  theosand  deficient 
of  tbat  nnmher.  Mr.  G.  adrerled  to  what  bad 
been  said  oa  this  and  other  oooasions  of  Mr.  Je& 
feraoa's  not  having  seized  the  favorable  moment 
for  war  vbieh  was  afiforded  by  tbe  attack  oa  tbe 
Gbetapeake.  He  bad  *l*iM^>  entertained  tbe 
opioioe,  be  nid^  that  Mr.  itmason  on  tbat  occa- 
sion toos  the  correct,  manly  and  frank  course,  in 
aying  to  the  British  €h}vernfnent — your  officers 
A«.Te  aone  dhi*— it  is  an  eacrmoos  aggression— ^o 
fOQ  appxoTe  tbe  act,  do  yon  make  it  your  cause 
or  not  ?  Tbat  Oovernmeat  did  not  sanction  the 
act;  it  disclaimed  it,  and  promptly  too— and, 
thbangh  tfaay  tax  •  Itnv  time  withfcaU  ^  due 
wAnam^  it  wia  nltiaaCdy  tandeitd.  If  BIr.  Jef- 
ftnen  had  used  bis  ^wer  to  eany  dM  eonniry 
iito  »  war  at  that  pcnod,  h  might  oaTe  beensap- 
■Kted  by  pnbllc  opinion  daring  the  momnt  of 
Mver,  bat  U  would  soon  abate,  and  tbe  people 
vonld  begin  to  ask.  why  this  war  bad  been  made 
vMuHit  understanaiog  whether  tbe  British  Oov- 
erameot  STomd  the  conduct  of  its  affisers,  ice. 
If  the  threatening  aspect  of  our  rehuioos  with 
^BKlaDd  had  entered  into  tike  consideration  which 
llu  caused  tbeioareaseof  iheAzmyat  (hat  tim^ 
Mr.  C.  said,  there  ware  i»nsideratioBs  a]aally 
ctroag  at  this  time,  with  onr  augmented  popula- 
tioo,  for  retaining  onr  present  force.  If,  however, 
there  were  no  tbrealeoiogs  from  any  qoarter,  if 
the  reiatfTe  force  of  Earopeaa  nation^  and  the 
Moeml  balance  of  power  existias  before  tbe 
FicBch  nTolntion  were  leslored ;  if  Boutb  Amer- 
i«a  bad  not  made  the  attempt,  in  wliieh  be  trusted 
k  Ood  she  would  succeed,  to  achieve  her  inde- 
M&denoe  >  if  our  affairs  with  Spain  were  settled, 
H  would  repeat,  tbat  ten  thousand  men  wouUI 
BAt  be  too  great  a  force  for  the  Qeceasities  of  the 
aooairv,  and  with  a  view  to  future  cme^ueies. 

He  bad  taken  the  liberty  tbe  other  day  to  make 
snne  obaerraltoos  whieh  be  mig^ht  now  repeat,  as 
fiunishing  aoiiliary  considerations  for  adoptiog 
a  coarse  of  prudence  and  precautioa.  He  had 
then  uid,  tbat  oar  afiain  with  Spain  were  not  set- 
tled, Ac,  that  the  Spanish  Minuter  was  reported 
to  have  made  some  loadmtssihle  demands  of  oar 
Qoverninent.  The  fact  turned  out,  Mr.  C.  said, 
«s  be  had  presented  it.  It  appeared  that  wbat 
vasthsB  rmmr  waa  now  iWet;  and  Spain  bad 
■tiken  tbe  ground  noc  oidy  that  than  mnit  be  a; 
iiiiiwihiB  vi  vmt  litla  to  tbnt  part  of.lnniiiana 


TOO 


H.or  R. 


fmrmerly  called  West  Florida,  (which  it  might  be 
doubled  whether  it  ought  to  take  place,)  but  had 
required  tbat  we  must  surrender  tbe  territory 
first  and  discuss  tbe  right  lo  it  aftfrwards.  Be- 
sides this  unsettled  slate  of  onr  relations  with 
Spaia.  he  said,  there  were  other  rumors— and  be 
wished  to  God  we  had  the  same  means  of  ascer- 
taining their  correctness,  as  we  had  found  of  as- 
certaining tbe  truth  of  the  rumor  just  noticed— 
it  was  rumored  tbat  tbe  Spanish  province  of 
B'lorida  had  beea  ceded,  with  all  her  pretensions. 
CO  Gkeat  Britain.  Would  gentlemen  tell  him', 
then,  tbat  this  was  a  time  when  any  sutesman 
would  pursue  the  baxardous  policy  of  disarming 
entirdy — of  quietly  smoking  our  pipes  by  onr 
firesides,  regardless  of  impeudiog  danger?  It 
might  be  a  palatable  doctrine  to  some,  but,  he  was 
persuaded,  was  condemned  by  tbe  rules  of  cendudt 
in  private  life,  by  those  maxims  of  sonad  precau- 
tion by  which  individuals  would  regulate  tbair 
private  afiairs.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  here  mean 
to  take  up  the  question  in  relation  to  South  Amer- 
ica. Still  it  waa  impossible  not  to  see  that,  in 
the  progress  of  thiags,  we  might  be  called  on  to 
decide  uie  question  whether  we  would  or  would 
not  lend  them  our  aid.  This  opiaicn  he  boldly 
declared — and  he  entertained  it  not  in  any  pur- 
suit of  Tain  glory,  but  from  a  deliberate  convie- 
tion  of  its.  being  coafornaable  to  tbe  best  intaietla 
of  tbe  eonatry— that  haviag  a  proper  undersund- 
ing  with  foreign  Powei»-rthat  uadmiandiDf  , 
which  pradence  and  a  Just  precautioa  reeom* 
meikded- it  would  undoubtedly  be  good  poUcr 
to  t^e  part  with  the  patriots  of  South  A^erioi. 
He  believed  it  oeold  be  shown  tbat,  on  the  strieteat 
principles  of  pnUic  lav^  we  have  a  right  to  take 
part  with  them,  that  it  is  onr  interest  to  take 
part  with  them,  and  tbat  our  interposicion  la 
theu  favor  would  be  efiectiml.  Bat  he  confessed, 
with  infinite  regret,  that  be  saw  a  snpineness  on 
this  interesting  subject  throughout  the  country, 
which  left  him  almost  without  hope,  that  what 
he  beUeved  tbe  correct  policy  of  the  couatry 
would  be  pursued.  He  considered  tbe  release  «f 
any  part  of  America  from  the  dominions  of  tbe 
Old  World,  as  lading  to  the  general  security  ef 
the  new.  He  could  not  contemplato  tbe  exer- 
tions of  (he  people  of  South  America,  withoM 
wishing  that  they  mirtt  triumph  and  noUy  tri- 
umph. He  believed  tbeeause  ofbumaniiy  woeM 
be  promoted  by  the  interposition  of  aoy  foreiffn 
Power  which  should  terminate  the  contest  M- 
twaen  tbe  friends  and  enemies  of  independence 
in  tbat  quarter,  for  a  more  bloody  and  cruel  war 
never  had  been  carried  on  since  the  days  of  Adam 
than  that  which  is  now  raging  io  South  Amer- 
ica—in which  not  the  least  regard  is  paid  to  the 
laws  of  war,  to  the  rights  of  oapiinlatien,  to  the 
rights  of  prisoners,  nor  even  to  the  rights  of  kin* 
And.  I  do  oot^  said  Mr.  G.  offer  these  views  e^ 
peotiog  to  influenoe  the  opinions  of  others ;  tbcy 
are  q^iMs  of  my  own.  fiat,  on  the  question  « 
fieoeral  policy,  whether  or  pot  we  shall  iatcrl^ 
m  fhe  war  in  Sonib  Ameriea,  it  may  tnmMl 
that,  whether  w«  will  or  will  not  choose  tt>iMe»> 
Ore  in  their  behalf  weabaU  be  drawn' iiitd  itae 
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eontest  id  ihe  eoune  nf  its  proffreai.  Among 
otbrr  demands  by  the  Mioister  or  Spiin,  is  the 
cxdmion  of  (he  n»g  of  Boenos  Ayres  and  other 

Srle  of  South  Americs  from  our  ports.  Our 
trernment  has  taken  a  ground  on  this  subject, 
of  which  I  think  no  genilemaB  can  disapprove— 
that  all  parties  shall  be  admitted  and  hoftpiiably 
treated  in  our  ports,  provided  they  conform  to  oar 
laws  while  amongut  us.  What  course  Spain  may 
take  upon  this  subject,  it  was  impouible  now  to 
nay.  Although  I  would  not  ui^  this  as  an  argu- 
ment for  increasing  our  force,  said  Mr.  C,  I  would 
place  ii  among  those  considerations  which  ought 
10  bare  weight  with  every  enligbiened  mind  iii 
determiniag  upon  ibe  propriety  of  its  rcdocllon. 
It  is  as>erted  that  Great  Britain  has  streDgtheoed 
and  is  atreogthening  herself  to  the  proTinees  ad> 
joiDing  ui.  b  this  a  moment  when  in  prudence 
we  0^1  to  disarm  t  No,  sir.  Preserve  your 
existing  force.  It  would  be  extreme  indiscretion 
to  leitseu  iL 

Mr.  C.  here  made  some  observatioos  to  show 
tbai  a  redaction  of  the  Army  to  from  four  to  fire 
thousand  men,  as  had  been  suggested,  would  not 
occasion  such  a  diminution  of  expense  as  to  au- 
thorize the  rejection  of  the  report,  or  any  essential 
alteration  in  the  amount  of  revenue,  which  the 
system  proposes  to  raise  from  internal  taxes,  and 
his  colleague  (Mr.  McKbb)  appeared  equally  hos- 
tile to  all  of  them.  Hnviog,  bowevet,  shown 
that  we  cannot  in  safety  reduce  the  Army,  Mr. 
C.  would  leave  (be  details  of  the  report  in  the 
abler  hands  of  the  hootmble  chairmao,  (Mr. 
LowMDBs,)  who,  be  bad  no  doubt,  could  demon- 
atrate,  that  with  all  the  retrenchments  which  bad 
been  recommended,  the  Qovernment  would  be 
bankrupt  in  less  time  than  three  years,  if  most  of 
these  taxes  were  not  eonlinned.  He  would  now 
hasten  to  that  conclusion,  at  which  the  Commit- 
tee eoald  not  regret  more  than  be  didj  that  be  bad 
not  long  since  arrived. 

Ah  to  the  attitude  in  which  this  country  should 
be  placed,  the  duty  of  Congress  could  not  be  mis- 
uken.  My  policy  is  to  preserve  the  present  force, 
naval  and  military;  to  provide  for  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  Nary ;  and  if  the  danger  of  war 
should  iocrease,  to  foerease  the  Ariny  also.  Arm 
the  militia,  and  give  it  the  most  effective  cbar- 
ncter  of  which  it  is  susceptible.  Provide  in  the 
most  ample  manner,  and  place  in  proper  devotB, 
■U  the  monitions  and  iostrnmenta  of  war.  For* 
ti^  and  strengthen  the  weak  and  rnlnerable 
poinu  indicated  by  experience.  GoDstrnet  mili- 
ury  nnds  and  canals,  particularly  from  the  Mi- 
ami of  the  Ohio  to  the  Miami  of  Krie ;  from  the 
Seioia  to  the  Bay  of  Sandusky;  from  the  Hod- 
son  to  Ontario ;  that  the  facilities  of  transporta- 
tion may  exist  of  the  men  and  moms  of  the 
ttoaniry  to  points  where  they  may  be  wanted. 
1  would  employ  on  this  object  a  part  of  the  Army, 
which  should  also  be  employed  on  our  line  of 
frontier,  territorial  and  maritime,  in  strengthen- 
iag  ihe  works  nf  defence.  I  would  provide  steam- 
batteries  for  the  Mississippi,  for  Borgoe  and  Pont- 
•bartnin,  and  for  the  Chesapeake,  and  for  any 
pun  of  the  North  or  JBasI  when  they  mifl^C  be 
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beneficially  employed.  In  short,  said  BCr.  C,  f 
woold  act  seriously,  cflectively  act,  on  the  priaei> 
pie,  that  in  peace  we  ought  to  prepare  for  war— 
for  t  repeal,  again  and  again,  that  io  spite  of  all 
the  prudence  exerted  by  the  Qovernment,  and  the 
forbearaoce  of  others,  the  boar  of  trial  will  come. 
Tbese  halcyon  days  of  peace,  this  calm  will  yieU 
to  the  storm  of  war ;  and  when  that  comes,  I  am 
for  being  prepared  to  breast  it.  Has  oot  the  Gov- 
ernment been  reproached  for  the  want  of  prepar- 
ation at  the  commencement  of  the  late  wart 
And  yet  the  same  gentlemen  who  otter  these  re* 
proacbeii,  instead  of  taking  counsel  from  cxpe* 
rienee,  would  leave  the  country  in  an  DnprepareA 
condition. 

He  would  as  eamestir  commence  tbe  great 
work,  too  long  delayed,  of  internal  improremeat. 
He  desired  to  see  a  chain  of  turnpike  roads  and 
canals  from  Passamaquoddy  to  New  Orleans, and 
other  similar  roads  intersecting  the  mountain^ 
to  facilitate  intercourse  between  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  to  bind  and  connect  us  tt^ether. 
He  would  also  effectually  protect  our  maou/ac- 
tories.    We  bad  given  at  least  an  implied  ple'dice 
to  do  so  by  the  course  of  admiaistration.  He 
would  afford  them  protection,  not  so  much  for  the 
sake  of  tbe  manufacturers  themselves  as  for  the 
general  interest.  We  should  thus  have  oar  wants 
supplied  when  foreign  resources  are  cut  off,  and 
we  should  also  lay  tbe  basis  of  a  system  of  taxa- 
tion, to  be  resorted  to  when  tbe  revenue  from  im- 
ports is  stopped  by  war.  Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is 
a  rapid  skMeb  of  the  policy  which  it  seems  to  me 
it  becomes  us  to  pursue.  It  is  for  you  now  to 
decide  whether  we  shall  draw  wisdom  from  tbe 
past,  or,  neglecting  the  lessons  of  recent  experi- 
ence, we  shall  go  on  headlong  without  foresight, 
meriting  and  receiving  tbe  reproaches  of  tba 
community.    I  trust,  sir,  notwithstanding  the 
unpromising  appearances  sometimes  preseotiog 
themselves,  during  the  present  session,  we  shafl 
yet  do  our  duty.   I  appeal  to  tbe  friends  around 
me— with  whom  I  have  been  associated  for  yean 
in  public  life,  who  nobly,  manfully  vindicated 
the  national  character  by  a  war,  waged  bf  ■ 
young  people,  unskilled  io  arms,  single-banded, 
against  a  veteran  Power ;  a  war  which  the  nation 
has  emerged  from  covered  with  laurels.   Let  us 
now  do  something  to  ameliorate  the  internal  cob- 
dition  of  the  country  ;  let  ns  show  that  obiecU  of 
domestic  no  less  than  those  of  foreign  policy  re- 
ceive our  attention  ;  let  us  fulfil  tbe  just  expecta- 
tions of  the  publit!,  whose  eyes  are  aaxiouily 
directed  toward  this  session  of  Congress ;  let  US| 
by  a  liberal  and  enligbteaed  policy,  entitle  our- 
selves, upon  our  return  borne,  to  that  beet  of  all 
rewards,  tbe  grateful  exclamation—**  Well  done 
thou  good  and  faithful  servant  1" 
When  Mr.  Clay  bad  taken  bis  seat — 
Mr.  HoFKiHSOH  rose  and  said:  My  particip*' 
tion  in  the  counsels  of  tbe  country  is  of  such  re- 
cent date,  that  I  may  feel  astoni&braent  atoecu^ 
rences  wbicb  excited  no  surprise  in  more  experi- 
enced politicians.   The  course  which  the  busi- 
ness now  under  discussion  has  taken  appears  te 
me  to  be  a  phenomenon  in  legislation.  ThiiGea- 
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fresi,  sir,  usembled  after  the  eoaelation  of  a  war 
which  bad  called  for  rast  efforia  and  expendi- 
tures, and  accumalaled  a  rerjr  brujf  debt.  At 
the  eommeDcement  of  the  session  ibe  aoual  com- 
miitecs  for  the  arraagemeDt  of  the  public  busi- 
Dcss  were  appointed,  and  among  the  rest,  most 
promiaeot  and  most  important,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  was  tbe  duty  of  this  com- 
mittee lo  ciamine  ioto  the  state  of  tbe  finaoces 
of  th«  naiioD,  to  make  aeeurate  estimates  of  iu 
waai^  a  judieions  ezaminatioa  of  iu  meant,  sad 
fitiflj  and  Impariiallr  to  aftply  the  one  to  tbe 
■eeessiiies  of  tbe  other.  The  committee  then 
appointed,  in  due  time,aDd  it  is  presnmed  on  doe 
eonaideiatioD,  made  their  report  apoo  these  high 
n»tten  to  tbe  House,  and  the  debate  we  are  now 
engaged  in  arises  out'of  tbal  reporu  In  the  otnal 
coarse  of  Parliamentary  afiairs,  it  waa  doubtless 
to  have  been  expected,  that  tbe  opposition,  if  any, 
to  the  estimates  snd  means  thus  furnished  by  tbe 
avowed  friends  of  tbe  Admioistraiioa,  would 
have  come  from  what  I  find  is  called  *'  tbe  Opposi- 
tion." Bot  no  sncb  tbing.  We,  on  this  side  or  the 
Hooae,  sat  Duticat  and  silent,  prepared  to  take 
our  share  of  the  burden,  and  endure  our  portion 
•f  the  aofferio^.  As  far  as  we  can  judge  from 
the  indieatioos  in  our  knowledge,  the  system  iben 
matured  and  delivered,  would  hafe,  generally  at 
Insi,  been  adopted  aiid  carried  ioto  operation— 
when,  behold,  the  storm  of  opposition  rises,  not 
with  the  Opposmtioa,  bat  the  declared  friends  and 
supporters  of  tlie  Administration,  and  of  those 
measures  which  have  called  for  these  extraor- 
dinary hardens  and  supplies  1  i  should  have  sup- 
posed that  these  geoilemen  would  have  been  will- 
ing to  forget  local  interests,  to  surrender  subordi- 
nate opinions,  and  to  unite  heartily  in  the  great 
work  of  paying  the  national  debt,  and  providing 
for  fiiiare  expenditures.  Bui,  I  beg  it  may  be 
distfoedy  remembered  that  tbe  first  assault  upon 
the  reported  system  of  finance  that  assaoU  which 
goes  to  its  viulity,  and  opened  a  breach  which 
others — still  declared  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion—have  widened,  waa  made  by  tbe  honorable 

fentleman  from  Kentoeky.  tbe  Speaker  of  tbe 
[ome.  A  motion  was  auwe  by  that  gentleman 
to  icdnee  tbe  land  tax  from  three  to  two  millions. 
This  motion  Ailed.  Not  disheartened  by  tbe 
defeat,  be  followed  up  Ibe  attempt  by  a  blow  in- 
finitely more  deadly  to  ibe  whole  scheme,  by 
moving  that  the  land  tax  should  be  an  annual  tax ; 
while  every  other  tax  reported  is  perpetonl,  and 
tbe  whole  together  declared  to  be  a  pennueni 
system  of  taxaiioD.  In  this  the  gentleman  was 
sneeessful,  and  so  great  a  part  as  three  millions 
o(  a  permanent  system,  has  assarance  of  exifi- 
eaee  bat  for  a  single  year.  If  this  unfortnoaie. 
and  1  may  say  iil-jud^d  movement,  shall  throw 
the  whole  into  confusion,  aed  the  Government  is 
thereby  embarrassed,  the  public  faith  impeached, 
and  the  puUle  esUblbbraeDis  pinched,  let  it  be 
mnenibered  whence  these  evils  have  flowed ;  let 
tbem  be  traced  to  their  true  source,  tbe  friends  of 
the  Admioistmtioo,  and  not  to  toe  Opposition. 
When  tbe  bonorable  Speaker  bad  made  this  fint 
stc|^  U  was  natontl  to  expcet  ibal  abme  other 
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genilenun,  of  the  same  aide,  should  be  ambitious 
to  step  before  him,  and  accordingly  we  find  that 
his  collfague  proposes  to  abolish  allcwetber  this 
odious  land  tax,  and  strike  it  out  of  the  system; 
and,  of  course,  to  tbrow  these  ibree  millions  upon 
the  shoulders  of  those  who  bave  been,  or  qiay  be, 
bind  enough  to  lake  tbe  rest  of  the  burden.  Is 
this  dealing  fairly  and  equitably  by  all?  But, 
sir,  tbe  caose  of  wonder  does  not  stop  here ;  the 
greater  wonder  is  yet  untold.  No  sooner  does 
the  bonorable  Speaker  suggest  his  essential,  bis 
vital  change  in  this  ivktem  of  finance,  than  the 
bonorable  chairman  of  the  committee,  by  whom 
it  was  reported,  surrenders  it  at  discretion,  with- 
out an  effort  to  defend  or  a  struggle  to  preserve  ic 
Can  it  be  expected  that  we,  in  opposition,  how- 
ever well  disposed,  can  retain  our  eontidraee  in 
a  system  thus  solemnly  reported,  as  the  mature 
work  of  knowledge  and  deliberation,  and  ibua 
abandoned  as  if  the  plaything  of  a  child?  I  know 
not  ihe  reasons  which  have  determined  tbe  honors 
able  chairman  to  ihiscourse.  His  iotelligeaeeand 
candor  oblige  me  to  believe  that  be  can  give  a 
satibfaetory  ezplanaiioo  of  it,  but  until  it  is  gives 
I  must  pause  in  my  confidence.  For  mysvif,  air, 
1  asaore  you  rao>i  seriously,  that  1  took  my  seat 
here  with  a  fixed  intent  to  give  all  the  aid  in  my 
power  to  extricate  the  country  from  ber  difficul- 
ties, and  to  provide  for  ber  fuinre  support;  to 
place  the  resources  of  the  nation  fairly  and  libei^ 
ally  at  tbe  disposal  of  those  whom  tbe  people 
have  chosen  to  govern  them,  and  to  suffer  no  feel- 
ings of  my  own  in  reiaiion  to  tbe  Administra- 
tiun  to  interfere  with  tbe  conscientious  discbarge 
of  my  duty  as  an  American  legislator.  But  bow 
most  I  hesitate  in  tbe  course  which  would  bring 
me  to  thefie  results,  when  I  find  those  who  nie 
appointtfd  to  lead  the  way,  and  are  prrsumed  to 
bave  all  the  information  tieeessary  for  tbe  pur- 
pose, halting  and  receding  in  their  steps,  and  ua- 
ceruin  whether  tbe  oath  lies  in  this  or  in  tbat 
direction;  in  fact  differing  among  themselves  aa 
to  the  measures  to  be  pursued  1  While  I  would 
watch,  with  double  scruple  and  care,  the  usee 
made  of  tbe  imblie  resources  by  aa  Admtoism- 
lion  not  possessing  my  confidence,  1  could  by  m 
means  ieel  justified  iu  withholding  Ihuse  re- 
sources, and  kufferiog  the  Government  itself  to 
fall  into  dissolution.  I  will  not  let  my  house  go 
to  decay,  because  I  do  not  like  the  tenant. 

On  tbe  solgccl  of  the  motives,  the  policy,  nod 
tbe  eondact  of  the  war  ;  the  advantages  and  the 
glory  of  tbe  |)eaoe ;  I  bad  hoped  to  near  not  a 
syllable  within  these  walls,  and  certainly  never 
intended  to  make  tbem  topics  of  discussion.  I 
was  willing  to  consider  the  war  as  an  evil  gone 
by,  to  he  remembered  no  more  as  a  source  of  irri- 
tation and  reproach,  and  recurred  to  only  for  its 
lessons  of  wisdom  and  experience.  I  desired  to 
look  to  the  country  in  the  actual  situation  in 
which  we  find  her;  to  heal  the  deep  wounds  in- 
flicted upon  ber;  re-aoimate  ber  powers,  aod  re- 
store her  strength.  My  attention  has  not,  there- 
fore, been  fur  a  moment  turned  to  the  nomerooa 
eonsiderationa  tbat  belong  to  the  questions  of  ihe 
var  aod  the  peace.  Bat,  sir,  how  bu  this  aaod- 
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mtioa,  for  lueh  1  most  call  it,  been  reoeirvd  1^ 
the  bMorible  Speaker,  who  hws  this  momeot  sat 
down.  He  has  gooe  into  an  elaborate  and  ani- 
nutcd  juKtifieaiioD— oav,  euli^am  of  the  war, 
mhI  b  magaifitent  dtspliijr  of  the  glory  and  ad- 
Tuiages  of  the  peace.  Aod,  sir,  not  satiifled 
with  thts,  he  bas  said  the  Ofipomtioo,  as  be  calls 
OS,  bu  WK  jret  challenged  either;  and  be  ehal- 
laagM  m  to  do  so.  Sir,  I  fed  most  folly  ibe  nub- 
BtM  of  taking  up  tbis  ohalleage  od  the  tDilanl, 
ufttmed^  nopreparcd,  ud  wftbDUl  a  nonent^ 
niioipaiion  tni  I  abovld  be  drawn  inio  the  eon- 
teat.  I  will,  bowem,  feature  npM  It,  taking 
tbe  geatlemc&'s  own  positions  for  mjr  guide ; 
and  b<^ing  to  refale  bint  on  ib«  rery  points  and 
giomds  be  basebeeen  to  frfaee  himself,  in  tela- 
lien  to  tbe  gains  of  tbe '  Mace  partieolarly.  Let 
at,  bowevvr,  premise  that  this  peaoe  liad,  aod 
has,  my  hearty  approbation ;  and  most  gratefal  I 
mat  to  those  who  made  it.  God  forbid,  that  I 
Ao«M  rtproaeh  a  mearare  which  I  solemnly  aod 
conseieottoosly  beKctrevaatsbed  ray  eoMtry  from 
the  brink  of  the  golf  of  rnn.  The  Federal  Oor- 
enmeot  was  at  tbe  last  gasp  of  existence.  Bat 
six  mooUis  looger,  and  it  was  no  more.  Yes,  sir ) 
tnM  n*  that  but  for  this  proridential  peace,  you 
and  I  would  not  be  here  liitraing  to  proud  dcwia- 
maiiowa  on  iha ^ry of  the  warj  weabonid  hire 
heard  nothing  of  «  Congress  M  this  tiiue  biH  as  a 
thni|  that  was ;  wp  should  bare  had  no  profound 
platiiogs  aboai  a  next  President ;  no  aozionrloog- 
logs  for  federal  d&oes.  Tbe  General  Gorem- 
menv  would  bare  dissolred  into  its  oripoal  ele- 
■euts;  its  powers  would  bare  retaronl  to  tbe 
Sutes  from  which  it  was  derired,  and  they, 
doubtless,  would  hare  beeo  fully  oomneteot  to 
tbMr  own  defenaeagBinat  any  enemy.  Does  not 
everybedjr  remember  that  all  the  great  Slates, 
aad,  I  belierv,  the  small  ones  too,  were  preparing 
for  this  state  of  things,  and  organiziog  tbmr  own 
■aeaos  for  their  own  defeoce?  When,  there- 
fore, 1  speak  of  our  desperate  condition,  I  speak 
only  of  tbe  Oeoerai  Ooreroment,  aod  not  of  the 
eonatry,  of  which  I  neret  did  despair,  and  iterer 
eaa.  fiat,  sir,  as  1  bdiere  ibat  the  streogtb,  prtn- 
Mffity,  aod  bappineH  of  this  eoaotry  essentially 
depend  upon  the  mainlenaaee  of  the  Federal 
GoTemmeai,  «aa  I  but  be  grateful  for  an  ereot 
whieh  has  preserrvd  it?  This  soarea  of  appro- 
balion,  bowerer,  is  obrloaal)^  indeptedent  or  the 
terms  of  ibis  boasted  treaty,  in  which  I  see  none 
of  tbe  adraatages  so  boasted  of;  aod.  indeed,  no 
exeeHeoee  but  tbe  redemption  from  eril. 

Tbe  honorable  Speaker  has  boldly  aod  dis- 
tinctly put  tha  questioB,  "  What  bare  we  gained 
bytbewarf  aad  impowd  upon  himself  the  task 
01  rahibiiing  and  proriog  those  migbtr  gains. 
But,  to  my  astooisbment,  the  whole  or  his  ar- 
gnment  was  exerted  to  prore  not  what  we  bare 
gained,  for  not  ao  item  of  gain  was  produced,  but 
wbai  we  hare  not  lost.  In  what  maooer  any  gain 
is  to  be  made  out  of  this  I  eaonot  conjecture.  To 
begin  with  tbe  fisheries.  Tbe  gentleman  has  told 
OS  that  our  right  in  them  was  held  under  the  treaty 
<^  1873;  that  in  the  laie  nqtotiation  the  British 
CoauaisaioBm  eooteadcd  that,  hf  ow  mr,  we 
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bad  forfeited  all  tbe  rights  held  under  foniter 
treaties,  aod,  among  tbe  rest,  the  use  of  these 
Asberies.  I  do  oot  uadentand  fVon  the  ^stl*- 
mao  that  our  CoromissiooerB  assented  to  this  doe* 
trine,  bai  rather  that  ihey  made  ib«ir  o^eeiionv 
to  it.  But,  still,  I  cannot  aee  bow  all  this  prorer 
we  bare  rtot  lost  the  fisheries ;  aad  whether  m 
tost  tbem  by  tbe  angament  or  the  war,  the  oaty 
impovtaot  fact  remaiBs  Mqmationed,  thatmfaaft 
lost  them.  As  oor  pmml  iaqalry,  to  whiek  «• 
are  ohdlvogod,  is  into  the  «Im  of  the  mr,  ir 
teems  to  me  that  tM  foes  of  the  flsherio^  koir> 
erer  lost,  eanoot  add  moeh  to  ^aaoountof  oar 
gains.  ThwapbysioianmaygiManoMleamel 
and  unanswerable  dMail  of  the  reasons  why  and 
bow  his  patievt  diedi  b«t  I  hare  oerer  bwt 
that  the  argument  restored  him  to  life,  or  satiaM 
anybody  that  he  was  not  dMd.  Tbe  hoooiabtfl 
Speaker,  bowerer,  has  endearored  to  comfort  ui 
for  this  gaitij  by  reminding  us  that  tbe  same  ar- 
gument wbieb  deprired  us  of  tbe  fisheries  look 
from  the  eoeroy  the  nartgaUon  of  tbe  rinr  M»' 
sisMppi,  which  be  held  under  a-fomicr  (reaiy.  If 
this  sei-off  were  ereo  of  a  soScient  raloe  to  com-' 
peottie  for  on-  loss,  (and  one  gendemaa  thiok«< 
tt  essentially  more'raluable,)  I  still  eoMM  see 
bow  it  eovMaid  tbe  main  point . of  this  dlsea»j 
siooL  wbieb  it,  to  dlspfoy  ear  gmnt  hr  «tf,  ant 
toplaeeibeloMof  tfaefisberfeaoathelitL  Bar, 
uanHmnalely  for  bis  comfort,  the  gMrHemaa  bm 
been  eandld  eaoogb  to  inform  us  that  eor  Com- 
miesfDoers  aetmHy  offered  to  renew  tbe  BfisMt* 
sippi  right  to  the  British  if  they  would  renew 
our  right  to  the  fisheries.  The  oAr  was  reject- 
ed, and  prores,  at  least,  that  our  Comraistieneff 
thou^  tbe  fisheries  worth  the  oarigation  of  tbe 
rirer,aad  that  tbe  British  Commissloners^id  nit 
thii^  that  narigattoa  worth  the  fisberiet. 

Tbe  next  mttempt  mde  by  tbe  booemble  gA- 
tteoMO,  in  dis|rteymg  our  gains  hf  ibe  war,Vaf 
on  tbe  snbtjeet  oif  the  inprBssmeei  of  seameo-^ 
this  great  bone  of  contention.  What  is  the  ergs* 
meat  to  show  that  we  hare  gaieed  euTtbiBi 
here  ?  The  gentieattn  sett  out  with  atladmg  <• 
a  letecr,  whieh  baa  appeared  in  tbe  papff^m 
exeitwl  moeh  damor  with  eome  people,  wniiea 
by  a  diatingirithed  geotlcmsD  in  the  Oppotitiee, 
as  the  honorable  ^leeker  desnihes  him.  Nff»t 
says  tbe  Speaker,  the  writer  of  ibis  letter  Mr 
adopts  end  juetiiet  the  British  doetrlae  oa  im 
ssrtgeet  of  imptetsmcm;  aad  if  the  gMtlewn 
theOpMwition  bold  the  same  opntens,  sarflf« 
is  not  for  tbem  to  cooplain  that  the  treaty  bi* 
done  nothing  in  rdatioo  to  it.  This  is  thegi^ 
atvumeaL  Now,  in  tbe  fiistTtiaee,  I  deny  tbst  it 

is  fair  to  urge  npoo  us,  on  this  floor,  tbe  kb"* 
meats  or  opinions  of  a  tetter,  whomsoereMt 
may  bare  been  writteo.  I  am  not  now  calm 
upon  to  express  any  opinion  upon  the  priodpH' 
held  by  the  respectable  writer  of  that  le"er>V 
present  I  protest  against  members  on  tbisu*^ 
being  ealled  upon  to  be  judged  by  a  doeo>ee<>' ^ 
that  description.  But  that  the  honorable  l^*" 
man  inay  bare  tbe  full  benefit  of  ihit  eir«"?* 
sttnce,  I  will  agree  that  the  Opootilioa  iBiiet*^ 
thedoetiiaet  of  that  letter.  mwilafciiBM^ 
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le  drawn  from  it,  to  pion  tliat  the  treaty  iu  qnee- 
ioahts  gained  anytbin^oa  ttotiabjcct?  We 
lave  DO  hgbt  to  eoiaplaiB — b«  it  •o--j>ai  is  aay- 
hiog gained  bjr  this?  Is  the  Aneriean  seamen 
nore  leeare  than  he  was  before,  or  the  Ameriean 
leetriae  better  established  t  It^  indeed,  the  gen* 
leoken  who  went  to  war  for  this  prinoiple  rave 
ibanged  their  opinion  of  it ;  if  they  alio  agtee 
vith  the  writer  of  this  letter  on  the  lul^eot,  I 
idnii  their  jnstificatioaof  a  treaty,  which  it  does 
lot  MrrMder,  at  teaM  leaves  it  as  it  wan,  is  foU 
ind  compleia ;  for,  why  shoold  they  ask  a  prinei- 
ita  to  be  Roogiuend  >■  •  trcMy,  whish  they  an 
nnriaeed  ia  errancoo^  and  ovf  ht  to  be  abaii* 
laaed  ?  But  if,  on  the  other  ^ad,  thoee  fentle- 
MB  adhere  to  their  old  opiaioas:  if  they  still 
bay  the  right  to  aeareh  onr  Tesaels  for  British 
aims,  and  to  take  such  as  they.fiad  there;  if,  in 
hort,  they  still  hold  the  principles,  the  reco^ni- 
ion  of  which,  was  tha  declared  eaoee  asd  olyeoi 
if  the  war,  tban,  indeed,  I  eniuiot  see  how  a  arar 
ca  trMty  which  has;gained  aothiiv  on  this  point, 
lan  be  eoasidered  either  sneceeslol  or  glorieos. 
Certainly  we  can  reckon  nothing  here  in  oar  ao- 
nont  M  gains.  Bat,  we  are  told  saoh  a  change 
look  place  ia  the  affiiirs  of  EUirope,  as  lo  stop  me 
praeliea  of  impressment ;  and  this  is  all  we  need 
be  coo ee rood  about.  If  it  be  so,  we  owe  it  ooa- 
resMdly,  not  to  the  soeeess  of  oar  war,  or  th« 
ikiU  of  oar  treaty,  btu  to  a  change  in  the  afiaire 
of  Borepe,  orar  wfateh  we  had  mm  oontfol.  and 
br  whitth  we  can  honeetty  ahua  aa  credit.  How, 
ika,  ia  it  an  iien  in  the  aeeoant  «f  onr  gain  by 
iht  war  and  the  ueaty  ?  We  shoald  hare  had 
Ike  same  gaia  in  the  same  way,  aad  at  the  same 
tine,  if  we  had  had  aeither  the  war  nor  the 
ntaty. 

Bai  I  mtMt  beg  teavB  to  correct  the  honoraUe 
isatleeaaa  in  this  part  of  his  arq|ament.  A  mere 
abulnence  from  the  practiee  of  unpressmeat  was 
Mt  all  the  Amvicaa  Government  aabd  aadaoo' 
dedcd  fot)  bat  an  ez|^it  relinqaiahnieat  of  the 
frinaiple  aader  which  it  was  defended.   Let  me 
ttfei  to  the  offioial  deelamttoae  of  the  Cabinet, 
thRi  the  war  woald  be  in  vain^  withoac  an  ez- 
piaas  rceofniiion  of  our  prinoiple ;  let  ne  aftso 
lefer  lo  the  speeebce  on  tbe  floor  of  Congress,  of 
the  hoBorafate  Speaker  hima^  in  wfaiet^  in  the 
■tnigeii  laagiiage,ha  waintafan  thaeaoM  groaod. 
Besifka,  if  a  oaaaaiaon  of  the  praetiee  was  aH  that 
«asnqairad,whydidan'anai^efiiantfem  Wliy 
ns  a  iieaiy  rejected,  which  would  hhve  pre- 
naicd  the  swhc  of  the  prinoipl^  aad  seenied  us 
ftoia  tbe  dangns  of  the  piaoiice^  At  leas^  how- 
ever, says  the  hoaoraUc  Speaker,  we  are  in 
9»i  we  stand  as  well  oo  this  aobjeet,  aa  wo  did 
Mare  tbe  war;  we  have  given  up  nothtikg.  To 
tUa,  bowevar,  I  caonot  asaeot;  and,  if  I  did,  I  do 
not  see  bow  it  woald  prove  a  gain  by  the  war. 
How  is  tbe  faet?  Do  we  stand  aa  strong  on  ibis 
pHDt  as  we  did  before  we  took  up  arms  for  it  ?  I 
tkiuk  DOi ;  wbatevn  may  have  been  the  etreagtb 
or  our  elaiiQ  before  tbe  war,  it  is  weaker  now. 
Wbeaa  nation  makes  this  last,  this  dread  appeal, 
»>«pport  of  an  asserted  right,  and  then  eonelades 
l^vu  by  a  TolaMaty  treaty  withoiU  ablaiaiog 


the  light,  or  any  recogaithm  of  it,  the  right  ie 
weakened  by  the  onsuccessfol  attempt,  followed 
by  a  vtdotary  abandonment,  if  not  of  the  right,  at 
least,  of  any  acknowledsmeot  of  it.  I  may  iik«B 
it  to  tbe  case  of  an  inaividual,  who  brings  suit 
for  a  debt  he  alleges  to  be  due  to  him,  or  a  pieoO 
of  land  he  claims  as  bis  own.  If,  af^  the  eom- 
mencen^t  of  the  trial,  be  prosecutes  it  arot  to 
the  issue,  bat  suffers  a  ooDsuit.  and  eins  up  Ms 
suit,  if  not  bis  eauae,  nobody  will  tbiH  aa  well  Of 
his  right  as  before.  The  man  who  abandoaa  the 
proaeention  of  an  asscKed  right  wiH  excite  mneh 
diairust  of  the  right  itadf,  and  even  of  hia  own 
oonfidenea  in  it.  We  do  oot^  tbeftfore,  suad  iw 
atat»  91M,  on  iha  qaeation  of  impr«samcnl» 

The  aeit  anlijeet  of  gain,  iotrodoeed  by  the 
boDor^e  geollemaa  aa  reroltiag  from  the  ioiai 
operations  of  the  war  wd  tho  peace,  is  ia  relatiM 
to  the  islands  in  Passamaqaoddy  bay.  We  bava 
loat  nothing  here,  says  be ;  we  bare  merely  agreed 
that  each  party  shall  hold  in  that  bav  what  he 
might  be  poaseased  of  at  the  date  of  toe  treatrf 
aa4  the  right  be  afterwards  settled  by  Commi*' 
simiera.  Besides,  says  the  honorable  SpeiAer, 
wb  the  Ameriean  negotiatora,  had  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  valor  and  patriotism  of  Bihn* 
saehasetts  woald  not  only  have  reseued  her  owft 
soil  from  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  b«i  have 
takan  posieastoa  of  the  island  of  Gmod  Meaant 
aad,  in  thia  eaaa.  «•  aboold  have  been  ^ 
aainerabr  lhia-«rrangeiiMttt;  that,  as  tatheBrM 
braaeh  or  thia  arganMit,  w«  have  loat  Baihinj, 
beoaoaa  the  right  ia  not  aurreadered,  bat  to  Mr 
hereafter  aecertaiaed.  Is  it  not  andeaiaUe,  that 
wa  have,  at  least;  loat  tbe  poasessioo,  whieh  Iv 
tranaferred  to  tbe  enemy  aniil  tbe  right  shall  be 
detcrmiacd ;  and  all  theadvaaiages  to  be  derived, 
even  in  the  avbitfatlon,  by  this  posoesnon  ?  Hh» 
net  a  large  portion  of  the  ciiiMos  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  meantime,  been  banded  over  to« 
new  master  and  a  aewGtovermaeat?  and,  mow 
ihaa  all  this,  doce  aoybedy  believe,  but  for  thb 
war,  Great  Briiaia  wootd  ever  have  troubled 
herself  or  ua  abeot  those  islands;  or  drawn  into 
qoestloa  the  booodarles,  as  they  have  been  re- 
ceired  by  both  panics  for  so  many  years?  In 
point  of  faot,  therefore,  in  aoher  trnil^  we  have, 
br  thia  waraad  thia  treaty, loat  the  right,  if  here- 
aner  it  ahaU  be  decided  a^insi  ns;  becaaee,  bttt 
fct  tbe  war,  it  eonld  sever  have  heea  anbtaiited 
to  any  qneeiiea  or  deeiaioB;  As  10  tbe  eKiieeM- 
tiona  that  were  eatertaiaed  by  oar  Oommisston- 
ers,  of  the  cooqaeat  to  be  made  by  Masaachnsetta, 
I  can  aee  BO  jtttt  foundation  for  them.  The  arms 
aad  rtsoorees  of  all  tbe  Uoiied  Stotes  beiar 
placed  mt  the  disposal  of  tbe  Oeaeral  Govern- 
meat,  wfaose  duty  it  is  to  defoad  every  State  from 
invasioB  and  coaqaest,  the  exjpectation  woold 
have  been  far  more  reasonable  if  it  bad  been  ap- 
plied  to  tbe  General  Goreromeot,  and  not  to  the 
government  of  a  Slate  whose  territory  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  enemy.  The  expecution,  how- 
ever, apply  it  where  you  will,  was  disappoioied ; 
tbe  possession  of  that  portion  of  our  country  is 
lost  J  the  right,  at  least,  brought  into  naoeceaaaty 
doaht  and  Jeopardy ;  and,  oadec  tbcae  ainm- 
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slaaen,  I  cannot  mkoD  the  remit  anoBg  the 
giioB  of  the  war. 

Bui,  leariag  these  nutter  of  fact  ealeuUiiom, 
the  hoDorabte  gratle mao  has  expaiiaied  apon  a 
wider  field  of  gaio  by  the  var,  the  glory  that  has 
been  acquired.  Ido  not  exactly  UDdcrsiand  bow 
those  gentleoieo  who  declared  aiHl  prodoced  the 
war,  nake  out  their  claim  to  all  the  glory  that 
was  aeqoired  by  it.  The  war  was  made  by  the 
men  in  power— by  the  existing  Administration, 
and  I  eaa  trace  none  of  the  gtory  to  their  fore- 
sight, their  wisdom,  or  ibeir  personal  agency. 
Tbe  glory  is  due  to  the  valor,  toe  patriotism,  the 
■elf-denial  of  our  citizens,  who  met  and  repelled 
the  dangers  that  surrounded  them,  and  not  to  the 
AdmiaistratioQ  that  brought  ibem  upm  us;  and, 
in  many  insiances,  perhaps  a  mijonty,  the  men 
who  acquired  this  glory  for  their  country  were 
neu  utterly  opposed  to  the  war,  to  those  who 
made  it,  and  to  the  policy  that  produced  it.  Sir, 
I  am  not  ioseosible  of  national  glory  ;  I  hope  I 
aever  shall  be.  It  is  the  spring  of  national  Tir- 
tue,  the  sonree  of  high  achuTemenu  j  the  people 
who  disregard  it  are  iocaMble  of  great  aetions^ 
and  unworthy  of  honor.  But  atill  I  btve  never 
vnderstood  tut  the  neqaisition  of  glory  ii  a  le- 
gitimate cause  of  war,  or  aa  admitteu  joailftcatien 
of  it,  and  therefore  oar  glory  cannot  be  taken  as 
a  gain  of  one  of  ibe  objects  of  the  war,  which  is 
the  trne  point  of  inquiry  now.  In  order  that 
this  hla»  of  glory  may  show  the  brighter  by 
contrast,  the  honorable  Speaker  baa  painted  in 
strong  colors  the  degraded  situation  of  oar  coun- 
try, at  the  period  of  declaring  war.  Our  charac- 
ter was  suok  almost  to  infamy  {  we  had  become 
Uie  scorn  and  cuolempt  of  all  Europe,  and  there 
was  no  nation  so  pitiful  and  weak  that  it  did  not 
insult  and  tread  upon  us.  If  this  be  true,  and  1 
am  not  disposed  to  question  it,  let  me  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  made  it  so?  Wasb- 
iagion  raised  the  repatatioa  of  the  United  States 
to  a  pitch  of  the  most  envied  honor,  and  left  them 
covered  with  troeglory.  He  isgailtleaa.  Inthe 
hands  of  Mr.  Adaou  it  faded  a  little,  but  was  not 
extinguished.  Then  followed  Mr.  Jefferaon,  with 
whom  the  honorable  Speaker  has  informed  as 
his  friends  came  into  power,  and  they  have  held 
it  ever  since,  to  what  purpose,  he  has  told  as 
himself. 

Thus,  sir,  I  close  the  examination  of  the  hon- 
wable  gentleman^  account  of  tbe  gains  of  tbe 
war ;  and,  be  it  as  it  is,  1  repeat  that  1  heartily 
rejoice  at  the  treaty  he  made  for  us }  not  because 
it  is  good  in  itself,  bat  because  it  snatched  us 
from  infinitely  greater  evils.  I  have  rashly  ven- 
tured, OB  tbe  instant,  open  a  reply  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman,  which  deserved,  and  per- 
haps required,  a  much  more  delibwate  ud 
carvfinl  refutation. 

Permit  me  now  to  offer  a  few  nhmnaiiewi  mi 
the  subject  of  the  tax  immediately  under  consid- 
eration. 1  repeat  my  entire  willingness  to  pot 
the  resources  of  the  country  fairly  and  jusily, 
but  with  proper  eaation  and  aeeoamabiuty,  at 
the  disposal  of  those  whom  tbe  people  have 
«h«scn  to  uust  with  the  administration  ^  their 


afialn.  It  is  better  that  unfit  men  should  have 
Ibe  means  necessary  to  govern,  than  that  the 
Oovernment  should  pmsh  for  want  of  meant. 
I  repeat^  too,  that  if  the  Administration  shaH  be 
drawn  into  any  strait  or  diScalty  for  these  sap- 
pties,  it  must  not  be  charged  on  the  OppositiuB. 
The  first  incision  into  the  system  of  finance  was 
made  by  tbe  honorable  Spnker  himself.  It  bar 
been  followed  up,  and,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, widened  and  deepened  by  other  geo tie- 
men,  on  the  same  side.  For  myself,  air,  f  cam 
here  to  lay  taxes.  After  «o  expensive  a  war, 
which  destroyed  all  tbe  ordinary  soureca  ctf  reve- 
nue, while  it  increased  most  enormously  aH  tbe 
denunds  for  money,  it  was  to  be  expected  thai 
a  system  of  taxation  and  revenue,  and  a  pretty 
efficient  one  too,  would  be  reqoirled.  For  my 
eoostiiuents,  I  am  ready  to  grant  it }  and  I  doullt 
not  of  their  approbation,  provided  it  be  formed 
with  moderation,  josiic^  and  equality.  Equality 
is  the  great  essential  principle  of  taxation.  Men 
are  not  so  apt  to  complain  of  qoantom  an  oi  iae- 
quality.  Now,  in  the  natare  of  ihin^  it  is  im- 
possible that  Ibis  eqaaHt]^  can  be  obtained  in  noy 
one  ux,  which  neeessanly  must  aSeei  aone  «f 
our  citizens  greatly,  while  it  scarody  tonelus 
others.  Siquality^  can  be  produced  only  by  n  i 
variety  of  taxes,  judiciously  api^ied  and  distrib- 1 
uted,  some  of  wbich  draw  upon  one  party  of  the 
community  and  some  on  another.  Proceeding 
upon  this  principle,  tbe  Committee  of  Finance 
has  reported  a  system  comprehendiag  a  great 
variety  of  objects  of  revenue,  and  among  ibe  rest 
a  tax  upon  land,  amounting  to  three  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum.  This  tax  I  eaiirely  approve 
of,  becaase  it  is  fair  and  just,  inasmuch  a^^  with- 
out it,  many  landholders  in  the  interior  wUl  ooa- 
irihute  but  little,  if  anything,  to  the  gencnl 
wants;  and  because  it  is  noderaie,  heiog  net 
more  than  one  quarter  of  oae  per  cent,  on  tht 
whole  landed  capital  of  the  Oattcd  Statea.  B«, 
sir,  I  object,  most  decidedly,  te  &be  modifiealiso 
in  relation  to  the  law  introduced  by  the  huMia' 
ble  Speaker,  becaase  it  is  unequal  and  aajast. 
If  all  the  people  of  these  Statea  an  cqaalty 
bound  Cor  the  payment  of  tbeee  debts,  are  eaoaUy 
hound  to  furnish  the  future  supplies^  why  imom 
any  diffisrence  be  made  in  the  duration  aoy  more 
than  the  amouot  of  the  requisite  supplies?  Wby 
should  my  constituents— 1  may  say  the  citiaeas 
of  Pennsylvania—be  bound  to  contribute  to  tbe 
end,  by  the  imposition  of  laxce,  made  pecpetnal, 
while  the  citizeBs  of  other  Sutes  are  to  be  ex- 
empted at  the  end  of  a  year  1  The  tm\t  tax  or 
sump  ux,  tbe  whiskey  tax,  and  many  others, 
which  are  perpetual,  will  press* peculiarly  oa 
Pennsylvania,  and  are  all  perpetual  { but  the  lead 
tax,  which  reaches  some  ol  the  Sutea  to  the 
South  and  Wcat,c«B|paiatively  builiuln'mffeaiad 
by  tbe  other  taxn,  shall  be  but  fura  year. 

Ne^sirileliM  embark  fairly,  aad  equally,  and 
honestly  together,  in  the  same  bark,  and  huU  to- 
gether lor  tbe  whole  voyage— let  no  one  belauded 
and  escape  further  duty  aud  difficulty  at  tiie  cod 
of  the  first  mile.  IC  lour  men  were  nnited  in  a 
firm  bond  to  pay  a  debt  eoatraeted  for  a  eomnw 
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objeet,  and  to  furnish  topplits  for  eonunoD  future 
ioterest,  would  it  be  lolrrated  that  ooe  sbould 
■sk  his  eompaoioDa  to  acquit  him  at  the  end  of  a 
jrctr,  and  go  ou  by  tbenuelveB  afterwards,  oot 
ooly  to  contribute  iheir  proportion,  but  make 
good  his  deficieoe??  And  yet  ibis  is  the  precise 
effect  of  the  ameoumeDt  of  the  boaorable  Speaker 
to  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  has  made 
the  laod  tax  aoDual,  while  the  other  assessmects 
are  perpetual.  Besides,  this  change  breaks  up 
the  whole  character  of  the  repor^  which  avowa 
itielf  to  be  a  permanent  srstem.  When,  there- 
Jm,  a  mwl  eneDlial  part  of  it,  both  as  to  prio- 
eiple  aod  anoont,  it  thus  mads  annual,  what 
becomes  the  permanency  of  the  system  ?  As 
a  ground  of  objection  to  this  branch  of  rereooe, 
we  biTe  heard  a  most  nolent  philippic  pro- 
nounced agfainst  tax  gatherers— they  are  cater- 
pillars;  they  are  bloodsuckers;  nay,  one  bon- 
oraUe  gentleman  has  said,  they  are  scoundrels. 
I  cannot  feel  either  the  justice  or  policy  of  these 
attacks.  la  justice  I  do  not  know  that  ibey  de> 
sern  ii— I  bare  no  reason  to  believe  they  are  more 
dishonest  than  other  men  exposed  to  the  6ame 
temptations.  He,  through  whose  hands  large 
sums  of  money,  especially  if  it  be  public  money, 
areeoottnuallv  Aowia^,  and  whose  accountability 
is  lar  from  Bnng  rigid  and  precise,  must  be 
Mfoogly  nraaed  in  iot^rity  if  he  never  falls. 
Bot  tbe  raoiark  applies  no  belter  in  theory,  and 
Mt  here  so  oflen  in  praeiice,  to  lax  gatherer^ 
than  other  officers  of  the  Qovernmeot  whose 
tmptntionsare  greater  and  whose  aeeonntability 
ia  less.  As  to  the  policy  of  this  sort  of  abuse,  1 
veald  submit  it  to  honorable  gentlemen  to  say 
whether  it  is  wise  or  politic,  to  endeavor  to  bring 
the  odiam,  and  suspicion,  and  contempt  of  the 
^ple,  apoD  a  class  of  public  officers  to  useful 
ud  neceasary  to  the  very  existence  of  the  Gk>T- 
eramcnt ;  that  class  of  officers,  too,  wbich  comes 
directly  in  contact  with  the  people,  aod  brings 
the  CkiTernmeot  into  every  man's  house?  In 
irath,  (his  hostility  to  lax  gatherers  has  neither 
justice  nor  policy  to  rest  upon,  bot  is  founded  on 
a  nalttml  areraion  we  all  have  to  pay  money  oo 
eompulsioo,  and  for  benefits  too  remote  to  be 
inamliaiely  seen  or  felL  Boi,  sir.  1  hope  my  po- 
lilieal  fricnos  will  pursue  a  more  liberal  eours^- 
I  hope  1  efaaU  never  Bod  any  of  them  teaohing 
the  doetrioe^  that  tax  gatherers  and  Ufaellen  are 
Ae  best  reformers  ^  a  State. 

Theae  snileneQ  who  oppose  every  internal 
tax,  raise  this  elamor  against  tax  gatherers ;  end 
of  eonrse  weald  throw  us  altogether  upon  the 
bfftign  commerce  of  the  country  for  our  reve- 
Me-Hmt  is  this  any  more  satisfactory,  even  in 
lUs  respect  t  Far  from  it— we  must  then  listen 
lo  ike  assmilanta  upon  custom-honse  officers — we 
Bust  hear  of  their  insolence,  their  extortions, 
their  friadfr— the  tax  gatherer  thrusts  his  hand 
into  youf  pocket;  aod  tbe  custom-house  officer 
lusaeks  your  uonks  aod  baggage— so  that  if 
ebarges  of  ibis  son,  sgaiosi  the  officers  who  must 
c«Ueet  the  revenoe,  are  to  be  received  in  forming 
joat  system  of  taxation,  tbe  consequence  is,  that 
yoewill  have  no  reveow  at  all.  Bal,iir,armiei^ 
I4th  Com.  Ist  Ssst.— SO 


navies,  and  uxes,  have  bttn  |daced,  a^^ln  and 
again,  in  dread  array  beiore  us  :  Are  you  for  ar> 
mies,  navies,  and  taxes,  those  iostroments  of 
deiipotic  power — the  destroyers  of  the  liberties  of 
the  people  ;  the  greedy  consumers  of  ibeir  earn- 
ings 7  Yes,  sir,  1  am  for  armies,  navies,  and  taxes ; 
and  I  have  oo  more  idea  of  a  Goveroment  with- 
out  tbem,  then  I  hare  of  a  living  and  moving 
body  without  flesh,  or  bones,  or  blood.  But  ho# 
am  I  for  them  7  bow  regulated  1  to  what  extent } 
I  am  for  an  army  which  shall  have  in  umfa  al} 
the  physical  force  it  professes  to  fasve and  no| 
for  a  lifiiless,  useless  skeleton,  covered  with  epan- 
iets,  and  sashes,  and  sword  knots:  or,  in  other 
words,  for  an  army  of  officers  without  soldiers; 
affording  a  wide  field  for  Executive  patronage 
and  favor,  but  providing  no  substantial  means  of 
strength  or  defence  for  tne  couolry.  If  this  abuse 
exists,  as  has  been  asserted,  it  is  our  duty  to  cor* 
rect  it.  As  to  number,  I  would  have  it  not.  so 
large  as  to  be  either  dangerous  to  the  liberty,  oi 
oppressive  to  the  pockets  of  the  people.   It  is  our 
duty  to  take  care  of  both  these  points,  and  we 
have  it  fully  in  our  power  to  do  so.  Tbe  present 
esublishmeat  appears  to  me  lo  oSeud  in  neither 
of  these  particulars;  and  not  to  be  larger  than  is 
really;  required.    As  to  tbe  Navy — I  would  not 
have  it  disproportioned  to  our  wants  or  strength ; 
but  sufficient  for  ihe  defence  of  onr  coast  at  the 
commenecment  of  a  war,  with  a  provision  of 
means  for  an  immediate  enlargement  when  re- 
quired. It  should  not  be  a  monster^  living  on 
the  bosom  of  the  waters  aod  devouring  alTtha 
prodnetfoos  of  the  land ;  but  large  enough  to 
maintain  its  high  character  oo  tbe  most  sodden 
emergency.   As  to  laxes,  ihey  should  neither 
grind  the  poor,  nor  be  unjust  to  ibe  rich  ;  they 
should  be  fair  and  necessary ;  and,  above  all,  be 
equally  assessed  upon  those  bound  to  cootrihuio 
to  the  wants  of  tbe  State.   So  much  every  GoVf 
ernment  has  a  right  to  exact  from  its  eitiseos; 
and  so  much  every  good  citizen  will  cheer- 
folly  affi>rd  to  his  Qorernment.  Bui  the  fini 
principle  in  relation  to  tlte  money  concerns  of  a 
people,  is  a  regular  aod  inexorable  accountability 
fur  Its  exjModitore.  Without  this,  no  laxes  tnfl 
be  sufficient  to  supply  tbe  demands  of  any  Ad- 
ministration. I  will  conclude  hy  explaining  the 
course  I  shall  take  oo  the  snbjeet  directly  beforo 
the  Committee.  I  will  vote  against  the  motion 
of  the  bonurable  member  from  Kentucky  (Mr« 
HABniN)  because  it  expunges  a  land  tax  alto- 
gether from  the  system  of  revenue — I  shsll  also 
vote  against  ihe  resolution  oi  the  Conmiiiee  of 
Finance,  as  amended  on  the  motion  of  the  hon- 
orable Speaker,  because  it  introduces  inequality 
and  uncertainly  in  the  system,  which  ought  to 
be  and  professes  to  be  permanent ;  but  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  maioiain  tbe  resolution  as  re- 
ported hy  tbe  Committee. 

When  Mr.  H.  concluded,  oo  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Tbroop,  the  resolution  respecting  the  direct 
lax  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  tbe  labfi;,  and  tbe 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  following  reso- 
Itttioo,  (the  8ih,)  as  being  more  pressing  in  ila 
Bftinre: 
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Raohed,  That  it  u  «p«dieot  to  repral,  firom  aod 
after  the  18th  day  of  April  next,  tfao  act  eotUIed  "An 
•et  to  pfonde  «ddition«  nTCDnea  tot  dafrajitf  tb«  ex- 
yaaaaa  of  OoTCrnmen^  and  maintaiDiog  the  psUic 
€Mdit,  1^  layiog  dntieB  on  wions  fooda,  waiea,  and 
Bardiuidiae,  nanti&ctwad  within  the  Unitadfitatea," 
IMaaadon  tha  ISthof  JannaiTt  161B;  and  alao  theact, 
Mtided  <'An  aa  to  provida  additiooal  ravenaea  &r  de< 
^jing  the  axpenaei  of  GoTernmeat,  and  muntaining 
fliepablic  credit,  bj  laying  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and 

Sated  ware,  and  Jewelir,  and  paste  woA»  manufkc- 
red  within  the  United  Statei,"  pa«ed  on  the  Snh  of 
VWinian,  1816,  from  the  Bame  day. 

Mr.  Dessa  moTed  to  strike  oat  ao  much  of  the 
KMlve  as  proposea  to  repeal  the  dolifs  OD  mftna* 
iKtar^s  of  jewelry,  &e. ;  which  motion  Wft%  how- 
erer.  negatived,  being  opposed  by  Mr.  Lowudes. 

Toe  resolutloQ  was  fioallragreed  to,  aail«re- 
fcrred  to  the  Committee  of  wajrs  tnd  Hcuis,  to 
bioff  in  ft  bill  ftccordiogly. 

Mr.  Rahdolpr  (Id  conseaneoce  of  what  had 
fellea  fVom  Mr.  Clat  in  debate)  laid  opoo  the 
Uhle  the  following  resoluiioa: 

ReMoktd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the  Hili- 
ttay  Establiibment  of  the  United  Statea. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


TunuT,  jBDoary  30. 
Mr.  MeLiAir,  of  KcDtockjr,  preseated  a  memo- 
rial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Keotvoky, 

E raying  that  a  prompt  and  liberal  proviatOB  may 
a  made  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia 
and  volunteers  who  have  been  killed  in  battle  or 
died  in  the  serrleectf  the  Uo  i  ted  States.— Referred. 

Mr.  NsLsoit,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
oti  the  Judieiary,  reported  a  bill  autboriaing  the 
Judge  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Co- 
tummt  to  prepare  a  code  of  jari8|ffudeue«  for  tba 
taid  Diairict,  which  was  read  twice,  and  eUMttiC' 
ted  to  a  Comminee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nblsou  also  reported  a  bill  \»  atier  and 
amend  the  law  of  coats;  which  was  read  twice, 
Ud  ordered  to  be  engrossed  And  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  NBI.BON  also  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the 
an  cmafirring  eeriaia  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
for  the  eooniy  of  WashlDgioo  io  the  Diatriet  of 
Columbia,  paned  the  first  dav  of  July,  18tS,irtiioh 
«a«  read  twice,  and  eoromitted  to  a  CoaaniiitM 
of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  RoBBRTaoM,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Land»,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
"authorizintt  the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ground  belong^ 
fng  to  the  United  States  situated  io  the  town  of 
Enoxville  and  Slate  of  Tennessee,"  without 
ameodmeDt,and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Gom- 
Bittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBBRTBON  also  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  the  In- 
(Maoa  Territory,  respecting  a  salt  spring;  which 
was  read,  aod  concurred  in  bv  the  House. 
'  Mr.  Plbasahtb  reported  a  bill  concerning  Pha- 
raoh Par  row ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  meaaage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  iha  Senate  hare  pMsed  bills  of  the  following 
tttlca,  to  wit :  "An  aet  for  (ha  nlief  of  Zaverio 


Nandi;"  "Ad  act  to  increase  the  pensiooa  of  Rob* 
ert  White  and  Jacob  Wrighter;"  and  *'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Birry  and  George  Hodgc;^ 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  coocurrence  of  this 
HiHiie. 

CAPTAIN  HENLET. 
Mr.  Plbasants,  from  theCcanmittee  on  Naral 
Afiairs,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  oi  Captak 
John  D.  Henley  ;  which  was  read,  and  the  reso- 
lution therein  contaiaed  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House.   The  report  is  as  follows: 

TheMemoriaBatpreeenta  thal»duTiBg  the  invauDDaf 
Loluaiaaa  by  the  Brttiah  forcea  in  Deeaanbe^  1614,  hs 
oanunanded  the  schooner  Canriise,  beloa^ac  to  tiw 
UnitMl  States,  then  lyiagatNaw  Orleans;  that,  on  the 
landing  of  tha  enemy  on  tha  33d  of  Deoember,  be  was 
requested  by  the  American  Oenaral  tobU  down  tberbac* 
and  take  a  position  on  the  enemy's  flank  t  that,  ia 
cemj^ianca  with  aaid  raqua^  the  aehoonar  Ml  down 
the  river  to  die  required  position,  where  Ihny  opened 
a  destmetive  fire  on  the  enemy,  which  waa  coidmaed 
until  the  Americana  were  so  closely  engaged  with  the 
British  that  a  conUnnanca  of  it  would  nave  been  de- 
stmctire  to  them  as  well  as  the  enemy ;  that  a  firo  e( 
hot  shot  was  at  length  opened  on  the  adiooner,  by 
whidk  She  was  set  on  fire,  and  finally  blewu  up  ;  that 
die  Denoiiattat,  with  hie  oOeen  and  erew,  oeeafed 
with  difficulty  with  their  Uvea,  and  warn  nnaWe  W 
save  thak  praparty,  oondsting  of  Aeir  dstblng,  and  lbs 
aantioal  books  and  {natiuBanm  of  the  oOeent  wUek 
was  estiielj  Imi,  and  tot  which  they  pray  aramoma 
ration  fmn  Cwigreaa. 

The  oeumUtea  thiak  this  one  of  the  caaw  of  laaa  to 
vrfaich  military  mm,  both  in  the  land  and  naval  sar- 
vice,  are  frequMiUy  expoeed;  that  aumerooa  oaaesaf 
the  kind  ocuurad  during  tba  late  wai^  and  mnstoecu 
during  all  wua ;  that  thnr  believe  ihm  ia  no  pieoa> 
dent  of  remnner^ion  by  Oovemraent  fiir  aneh  mnas. 
They  therefore  recommMid  the  fUIowing  reaolntion: 

Retohed,  That  the  prayer  of  tto  memorialist  oo^ 
not  to  be  granted. 

THE  REVEirCE. 
The  House  then  reaalved  itself  into  a  Coiamit- 
tee  of  <be  Whole,  on  the  subject  of  the  nvaM»^ 
Ike  qoeatioB  being  on  <he  propoaitim  t«  ftyatl  the 
direct  lax. 

Mr.  WmnT  soppwied  the  abolition  of  tha  di- 
rect tax,  and  in  a  apaeek  of  eonstdemUe  leqph, 
delivered  hia  opiniona  on  pnUie  a&ingonerMf. 

Mr.  B^no,  of  MasBBeknactlr^  addeaaaad  theCbair 

as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  report  mdcr  considnnlioQ 
eootains  that  system  of  rev»a*,  for  the  present 
and  succeeding  yeara,  which  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  reoommeods  for  our  adoption. 
It  is  founded  sobstaotially,  as  was  to  have  been 
expected,  upon  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  made  to  the  House  at  an  eartf 
day  io  the  session.  In  that  report  he  sa^s,  if  tfae 
system  of  1815  should  be  preserved  entire,  tbere 
would  be  a  deficit,  for  1816,  of  (3,484^  but 
with  tbe  modifieations  which  he  submits  the  dfr 
fieitwill  be$6,484;369;  and  be  remarks,  that 'Hke 
'unexecuted  authority  to  borrow  money  and  isBoe 
'  Treasury  notes,  already  provided  by  the  aelB  of 
(  CoDgveBSi.ia  wtffiritBt  to  autUa  iho  TiiMwry  » 
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*  meet  the  deficit  in  dcber  of  tbeic  modes,  aad 

*  eooseqaeoily  no  fanber  lef;islative  aid  appears 
'  at  this  tine  to  be  reqnired;"  obierTi off  further, 

liiat  the  uoiform  ezpeneDce  of  the  Treasury 
'  eviDces  that  the  demaads  tot  aeoosiderablepor- 
'  tioq  or  the  aaooal  apprppfiatioa  will  not  be 

*  made  dariog  the  jrear.*'  ti,  tbeo,  sir,  it  can  be 
slfOfra  to  ilie  House  (hat  (be  eitimatf  ofezpemtes 
Cor  181&  be  too  lieht,  or  thai  of  the  rereouc  too 
lotr,  a'  proportionate  dedueiioa  mar  be  made  from 
the  taxes  proposed  to  be  levied.  We  foriupaielf 
havf  receiTcd  rrom  the  Secretary  a  report  supple- 
meatarjr  to  his  aaoual  report,  whereby  ii  appears 
he  had  estimaiad  the  rerenue  fot  1816,  receivahle 
from  the  ctuions,  too  low  bf  $3,348,897.  If  from 
this  excess  you  deduct  the  oet  amount  of  the  laod 
tax  propoied  by  tbe  resoluiian  uoder  cooaidera- 
tioo  to  bf  laid,  fo  nit,  S3,70l>,O0Q,  and  also  the 
doty  from  postage,  wl^uh  it  i*  iateaded  to  repeal, 
to  wit,  9400.000,  there  will  eiill  temaia  $£^6,897 
to  be  carrieo  to  iheaurplusfund.  From  this  view, 
then,  it  appears  thai  t»e  land  tax  is  not  oeceaury. 
I  ktkow  rerr  well  llat  ih<  S^crLnary  tuforms  qs^ 
in  his  sDj^uemeoiary  repprt*  that  he  could  make 
a  very  good  use  of  ibis  excess;  but,  as  bs  can  do 
without  it,  I  baud  rathcc  oblige  the  people  of  this 
CODQiry,  by  ligbtcaiog  tbetr  btirdeas,  than  the 
Secretary. 

Let  us  next  take  a  view  of  the  estimates  of  ex- 
pense or  appropriatioQS  for  1816.  I  meau,  sir,  of 
this  pamphlet  or  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  1  hold  in  my  hand,  contaiiiiag 
the  estimates  of  appropriatioos  for  the  service  of 
the  year  181&;  aod  I  sincerely  wish  th^-t  1  could 
hold  it  up  to  the  view  of  the  whole  American 
people :  oay}  I  wish  that  each  householder  io  this 
nation  Dad  one;  that,  next  to  t^e  sacred  volume, 
ke  woold  peruse  it,  to  see  tbp  infinite  variety  of 
objects  fud  persons  on  wbon  the^r  nonejr  is  lav- 
ished with  the  utmost  profusion.  I  believe  the 
Btatca  voald  say  lo  yoo^  anlea*  you  curtail  their 
enormoDs  expenditures,  unless  ypa  correct  their 
giosa  abuses  io  your  noaDciaf  department,  we 
must  dissolve  this  copartoership;  we  cannot  bear 
tbe  load  of  this  establishment ;  we  pay  too  dear 
for  nominal  protection  and  equivocal. benefits. 
Let  us  approach,  then,  this  many-headed  many- 
Itrobed  monster,  and  see  if  we  eaouot  reduce  or 
lop  off  some  of  them.  First  under  the  annual, 
eivil,  diplomatic,  and  miseelianeons  head: 

Qrofs  amouDt  $1,800,000 

Estimated  wnoaat  1,789,683 


Bxaaea  iaisror  of  the  pfwple  of     •  HJHyj 
wkiAh-onght  to     plowed  as  a  bnad 
finn.Ahs  busiag. 

llwut  deduct,  bqia  is  caUed  the  oon- 
tingenl  or  miseelianeons  items  >M«OCO 

Still  leaving  9200,000  for  these  mysterious 
vOMceanted  for  items;  for,  sir, yon  will 
pteaM  to  remarit,  that  the  Sscr^^rj  has, 
vnder  each  bead,  named  each  object  aad 

Cnon  reqamog  ap[wo|ffiatioo ;  then  fol- 
m  a  eoDtiogent  item,  which  is  never 
acGODDtod  for  and  earryiog  under  the 
diftniBt  heads,  from  9200  to  $300,000. 

liniilda^liV||M»l^  4|MUt  tha  oOof 


of  aDperinteadeat  ganeral  of  militaij 

This  office  was  an  excrescence  of  tha  war» 
and  ongbt  to  have  &lleQ  with  it,  or  at 
least  in  one  yeat  thereafter.  It  cannot 
be  necsesaiy  for  ;foar  Peace  fiatabUsh'* 
meat;  and  eyeo  ui  war,  two  additional 
clerks  in  yoi^r  War  £)eurto(ent  wouM 
have  perfoime4  sU  |ha  duty,  tt  if  J^ff 
a  mere  sinecor*' 

I  next  propoM  to  strike  off  all  snbmiffsipn^ 
as  they  are  called,  except  $30^,  ng  -  9^)01 

These  submission  are  hqmWa  rfgaes^iin 
behalf  of  the  vafious  petfon^  smw^jsa 
in  the  officef,  for  an  increase  of  tlffitr  m. 
The  first  which  I  see  in  this  court  ejii- 
lendar,  is  under  the  Depsrtmpnt  of  3tats, 
it  rans  thoa  :  *^  in  conseqaeace  of  the  in- 
creased price  of  all  ^hs  sfticlpi  <rf  liTiog, 
the  further  sup  of  twen^-fiw  per  cent 
u  now  respectfully  subn^Uqd  &r 
clerkj  of  this  o£(ce;"  the  simM)  par  cent, 
for  the  meswnger  of  the  Q$ce  of  State  \ 
the  same  for  ' top  messenger  of  the  Patent 
Office;  notwithstanding  tbe.som  origin- 
ally apprc^ia^d  f(|r  clerks  in  Uu^  <#oo 
is  #11,340— being,  the  report  a^a,  "  the 
amount  ai^9pmted  for  that  obje#  if^ 
1816— ineluduig  the  fifteen  per  cea^ 
annually  alloir«d  since  ISp^t  I  do  B0| 
wish  that  insuffidjuiF  salsnes  sl^dajd  b^ 
given  to  any  one  of  jonr  officers;  np, 
air,  'tis  not  ecoho^py.  Oive  such  com- 
pensation as  will  cpmmfnd  thp  bast  tal- 
enta,  and  those  thft  are  wUable  to  the 
Tarioua  department ;  dismiss  from  your 
offices  all  soparnvmeraries ;  retain  or  hire 
such  officers  iff  •»  |)de  aad  w^U^g  tl^ 
do  thor  duty. 

Next,  under  the  head  ICedie^l  and  Ke*- 
^tal  department,  w«  «erpf|efd  >rith 
an  item  of  -  MUI^ 

For  what?  for  purcbawiff  bffsaa  for 
artillei^ — If  edioJ  aad  Boi^ital  depart* 
ment,  md«M !  unlessr  iiidaed*  they  are 
to  follow  the  Ui]f  of  spms  bmve  hptfes  of 
which  we  h^va  heaid  so  much  oil  thJe 
floor,  and  for  which  corapCDftUoa  iff 
claimed,  who  dwd  <4  wounds  receive  in 
battle.  You  may  reincmlw,  sir,  when 
the  anbject  of  appro^iatlon  ^  the  left 
year  was  before  the  House,  a  siptiiar 
item  for  the  purchase  of  borsea  waa  con- 
tained therein,  and  was  otyectod  to  ;  and 
can  the  Hooiw  believe  tut  an  ananal 
appropriation  of  this  aBunmt  eim  be  ne- 
eeasaiy  for  oar  ^e%ce  SUtabhahniUitl 
Better  down  with  toe  establishment  al- 
tegedter  than,  to  tolerate  the  varieuj 
almses  which  have  crept  therein.  Strike 
from  the  same  head  half  the  amount 
($600,000)  for  fortiflcaUons  -      -      -  SpOiQM 

The  remaining  half  will  be  aoffident  to 

complete  and  keep  them  in  repair. 
From  the  enormoos  amount  (f 1,066,324) 

for  ordnance,  and  ordnance  stores,  aise- 

nals,  &&,  deduct  -  MBgBM 
The  remaining  $700,000 ia  quite  aofficieat, 

eifiinlly  if  a  pnper  we  hia  bMK  MRlf 
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of  Uw  nmu  belbre  ^ppropritted  to  tbeie 
djaeto;  nnlMi,  indoedi  jmi  utend  im- 
mtdiatehf  to  fDVolve  a*  in  ths  horron 
and  «zpmiM  of  another  war. 

The  next  hud,  "  Brevet  o£Bcen,  com- 
mandiof  agreeably  to  the  fourth  wction 
of  an  act  of  July  6,  1818,*'  strike  it  off  -  84,784 

Bandeit  air,  the  above  act  waa  paaaed  after 
jovr  dodaration  of  war,  aoa  peculiarly 
■dated  thereto ;  bat  two  of  your  offieen^ 
and  thaae  fanerala,  commtDding 
the  western  and  aoatham  military  <ti»- 
trieta,  can  be  conatdered  aa  eommaoding. 
Do  the  people  of  thia  eoaotry  know,  that 
jniffff^  of  two  major  generala  retained 
by  the  act  filing  the  preeent  Military 
Peace  Eatablidiinent,  that  aix  major  gen- 
erala are  now  recriring  the  emolamenti 
of  that  <^ke ;  and  that*  inatead  of  fbor 
brigadiw  geMrda,  nine  an  aetodly  m* 
oeiving  pay  and  ratlona  aa  atteh;  and 
that  Aere  are  receiving  pay,  by  Imvet 
tank,  aeven  eoloneb,  eleven  liealeaant 
cdonela,  foi^>oDe  majorat  and  twenty 
captainal  c5onIdit  have  been  the  in- 
tentioo  that  the  commanding  officer  of 
a  company,  or  of  a  battalion,  ahonld  re- 
ceive pay  by  brevet  laokt  There  can 
ba  bat  two  indmndent  eommanda  under 
th«  law  fvfcma  to.  Believe  roe.  air*  the 
•BtaUiabment  la  anffieiently  expenrive, 
witboat  deviaing  new  waya  and  meana 
to  render  it  more  so.  I  intended,  too, 
sir,  to  have  proposed  to  strike  from  the 
eatimate,  "offioetsprovisionaUy  retained, 
nnder  the  regnlationa  of  May  17, 1SI5," 
I  aBp)>oae,  for  dbbanding  the  Army ;  bn^ 
not  being  able  to  procure  eomet  infiir- 
mition  respecting  these  proviaiond  offi- 
eera,  thry  remain  for  Ae  preaent  It  is, 
air,  a  fact  which  ought  to  strike  with 
astonishment,  that,  nnder  the  law  fixing 
your  Military  Peace  Establishment,  ten 
thooaand  men  are  actually  atuched  to 
thiaestabU^ment — twelve  tboaaand  nine 
hundred  and  eighth-two  offieera  va- 
rious kinds,  and  pnvates»  incloding  die 
corps  of  engineers — a  very  decent  stand- 
ing amy  in  time  of  peace,  and  at  an 
annnd  expense  of  96,11^169,  Who 
IM  to  pay  tbia  and  othtr  annnd  hardens, 
aaonnUng  in  the  wbde  to  $l&,778,0fl9, 
withont  indoding  anything  for  payment 
of  the  principal  of  the  pnUic  debt,  of  at 
least  9ll0,000/>00t  The  peq>le  wiU 
know  when  thn  ahdl  have  pdd  all  tha 
taxasb  dine*  and  Indireet,  to  which  Anf 
an  and  will  eondnne  to  be  lulgeeied  b^ 
these  enormous  expenditores. 

TkalaBtbeadlihdtproMsatoatnka  off; 
at  pnsan^  is  Aat  ef**  Bounties  and  Fn-. 
adnm^   30,000 

Bavntias  and  pnmiums  in  time  of  peace, 
wbna  non  oAcera  and  men  an  pressing 
into  yoor  acnnca  dian  yon  know  what  to 
do  with  I  Many,  veiy  many,  other  ra- 
tMndunents  nqiht  be  named. 

Tka  above  aMWt  to     -      -      •  -«1,U0,7V7 


And,  air,  rather  than  yoor  land  lax  should  be 
eoBtioned,  and  the  other  bardeos  proposed,  I 
abonld  say  reduce  your  present  Military  Peace 
Establishment  one-third;  the  aonoal  eaiimated 
expense  of  it  is  $5 118,159;  deduct  the  Indian  de- 
partment of  $200,000,  (for  I  woold  bare  you  keep 
your  faith  with  thoM  Indiana  whom  your  wan 
bare  spared,) one-third  of  the  balance  isSl.4S0,70I. 
The  whole  of  ihexe  retreoebtneots  wilt  lare  to 
the  country,  annually,  $2,634.458 — a  sum  almost 
equal  (o  the  net  amouat  of  a  land  tax  of  $3,000,000. 
Ii  would  seem  tbeo,  sir,  that  on  either  proceed  of 
excess  of  revenne,  or  reireoehmeot  or  expense, 
the  Und  tax  is  not  necessary  for  1816.  Tbeo,sir, 
as  to  the  system  of  revenae  for  succeeding  years, 
and  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt, 
I  prefer  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurf, 
which  proposes  to  add  $2,000,000  only  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  on  the  prineijrfeof  that  eslaUisbed 
in  ISO^making  ibe  whole  ftiod,  annually  appli- 
cable to  the  payment  of  the  priaelpal  and  inieresl 
of  the  public  debt,  $10,000,000.  *'At  ibe  com- 
mencement of  tbe  year  1817,"  the  Secretary  says, 
"it  is  estimated  (too  tow,  I  think,  by  at  least 
'  $5000,000)  that  the  principal  of  tbe  public  debt 
'  will  amooni  to  $110,000,000,  requiring  the  mm 
'  of  $6,150,000  for  the  payment  of  it<i  annual  in- 
'  terest;"  apply  the  farther  sum  of  $3,850,000  to 
the  reduction  of  the  debt.  These  two  last  men- 
tioned sums  constitute  the  Sinking  Fund  of 
$10,000,000;  "a  sum,"  as  the  Secretary  says, 
"sufficient,  if  strictly  sod  r^ularly  applied,  witb- 
*  out  interruplioD,  upon  a  compound  principle,  to 
'  pay  off  the  whole  of  the  funded  debt  in  a  period 
'  less  than  eighteen  years."  This  plan  will  be 
soffieienity  burdensome;  but  if  you  adopt  that 
proposed  by  tbe  Committee,  and  ioerease  yuar 
Biakiuff  Fund  lo  $13 150,000,  and  yonr  annail 
expenditures  to  $28,778.66^  to  endeavor  to  exiia* 
gnish  tbe  public  debt  in  less  than  twelve  yeai^ 
yon  will  be  obliged  to  continue  a  system  of  in- 
ternal taxation  too  grievous  to  be  borne.* 

But,  sir,  to  these  accumulated  taxes,  to  the  land 
tax  particularly,  I  have  one  objection,  which  is 
local  in  its  nature — the  inability  of  a  large  potiioa 
of  my  constituents,  and  of  Maine,  genenllj,  to 

*  Thk  iapeilbat  view  of  our  axpenditnna  wiH  ^ 
the  people  aoma  idea  af  tha  pnlanilad  aeoooaiy  «f  »• 
present  Admioiatmtion,  and  a  Eunt  idea  of  some  of  u* 
impositions  ptaatiaed  span  diam.  A  oompinlive  stsia- 
ment  <tf  all  the  mMwy  expended  by  tb«  different  Ao- 
ministrations,  from  the  faialitation  of  th»  Fedsrd 
emment,  on  the  4th  Much,  1789,  to  Slat  DeceBMr, 
1816,  Trill  ahow  more  clearly  the  gniaa  piefcrfwu  ' 
shodd  peihapa  say  conrnptiM,  ef  the  present  Aw** 
iatration: 

Expenditures  during  the  dght  yean  of   ^ 

Wufaingten    ...      -      -  $16,878^ 

Expenditnrea  during  lha  tmr  yean  of 
ftrTAdame     .      -      -      .  . 

Expenditores  during  tiie  eight  yean  of 

Mr.Jeflerson  -      .      -      -      -  4I.I0».^ 

Expenditures  during  Oa  sevn  yean  of 

ftrTMadiaon  -  -  -  -  -  1«».«*2J 
Shna  the  AdudulaUaUea  of  Waamwng,  sn»tt" 
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pay  these  taxeii.  Sir,  I  consider  it  the  sacred  dutr 
of  members  to  represent  the  sitaatioo  of  the  dif- 
fereol  sections  of  the  country  from  which  they 
come.  God  forbid  that  I  should  not  endeavor, 
bowever  humbly,  to  do  justice  to  those  constitu- 
eois,  without  distioctioQ  of  part^,who  have  done 
more  ihao  justice  to  tne.  This  is  the  first  wish 
of  my  heart,  but  I  say  it  not  to  win  their  favor ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  can  with  equal  sincerity  say, 
that  if  it  be  their  wish  that  I  should  this  tnoment 
retire  from  these  walls,  I  should  do  it  with  infi- 
nitely more  pleasure  tbaa  I  ever  entered  them. 
The  tax  of  six  milliDns,  for  the  last  year,  has  not 
yet  been  collected ;  the  lists  were  not  delivered  to 
the  collectors  until  this  month.  At  this  inelemeni 
season  of  the  year,  in  a  cold,  inhospitable  climate, 
ivheo  many  of  them  find  ti  difficult  to  procure  the 
common  necessaries  of  life — deprived  of  some  of 
their  aeeustomed  modes  of  obtaining  a  liviog— a 
part  of  their  fisheries  and  lumber  trade  gone— 
thus  destitute  thus  oppressed,  they  are  called  upon 
by  yoor  tax-gatherers.  Sir,  ihey  canoot,  they 
will  not,  ID  a  time  of  peace,  continue  to  pay  these 
oppressive  taxes;  they  are  bad  citizens  who  do 
noi  aiiend  to  the  waots  of  their  households,  lo  all 
the  domestic  charities.   You  must  not  be  sur- 

{irised,  then,  if  they  provide  for  the  wants  of  their 
amilies  before  those  of  the  Government.  One 
of  my  honorable  colleagues,  (Mr.  Parbis,)  who 
addressed  you  yesterday,  gave  you  the  same  in- 
formatioD,  and  other  honorable  gentlemen  have 
affirmed  the  same  of  tbeir  coostituents.  The  fact 
is  uadeniable;  our  citizens  are  impoverished  by 
the  waV}  with  the  exeeptioo  of  a  few  favored  dia- 
ttieis  in  the  South  and  West,  and  a  host  of  army 
cODtraciors  and  ageou  of  the  Government,  who 
bare  friends  at  court,  and  swarms  of  vermin 
generated  in  the  corruption  of  the  Administra- 
tion. 

But  what  is  the  real  object  of  this  overgrown, 
expensive,  Military  Bstablishment — of  this  bur- 
densome system  of  duties  and  taxes?  I  thiok  the 
honorable geatlemaa  from  Kentucky,  (the  Speak- 
EB,)  in  his  eloquent  speech  yesterday,  gave  us  a 
clue  to  it.  War,  war,  is  again  to  be  the  cry.  And 
that  honorable  geoileman  hesitated  not  to  declare, 
that  he  considered  it  the  true  interest  of  this  coun- 
try to  assist  the  patriots  of  South  America ;  all 
his  sympathies  appear  to  be  enlisted  on  their  side} 


i^the  f«ETsass  of  our  expoiditnres  may  be  ascribed  to 
thefaierewe  of  onreonBtry;  one-Uurd  to  folly  and  ex- 
travagsDoe ;  sod  the  odier  third  to  cormptioa.  By  the 
lime  Mr.  Madison  winds  up  his  eight  years,  ha  will 
rooDd  MT  the  expeodittires,  during  bJm  most  paeiGe  and 
sQspidoiM  leign,  at  •160,000,000;  (Ibr  the  probable 
demands  on  the  TraasorT  for  1816,  the  Seoretaiy  in- 
fcnna  ns,  will  be,  inclodmg  srrearages,  •4S,884;U9.) 
What  OM  he  has  made  of  a  part  of  this  enonnoos 
•oa^  wroBf  fiOH  the  hard  eaminga  af  the  pe(»le,or 
saatdwd  *'  firom  the  hwbUi  of  bbor,**  we  can  be  in- 
finasd  1^  John  Henry*  and  the  nnineioas  peoaniary 
fiiends,  or  rather  harpies  of  the  Administration,  and  of 
the  late  war,  lo  ns4  the  expression  of  s  celebrated  an- 
VkiUt  ss  quoted  by  Mr.  Aandolpb  in  debate,  "  whose 
^tfpi^^M^jjlide  like  neteois,  and  whose  castles  rise 


nay,  more,  the  haughty  Spaniard  is  to  be  driven 
from  Florida ;  he  cannot  brook  the  imperioos  da- 
mand  of  the  Don.  I  would  advise  that  honorabia 
gentlemao  seriously  to  reflect  on  the  conaeqnencea 
of  the  late  war,  which  he  had  so  great  an  agency 
In  producing,  before  he  involves  us  in  another. 
How  does  the  honorable  gentleman  work  himself 
up  into  this  war  fever?  Where  did  he  uke  this 
contagion?  Was  it  on  the  fields  of  Waterloo, 
which  be  informs  as  he  visited,  that  he  was  in- 
oculated with  this  military  ardor?  I  should 
have  thought  the  purport  of  that  bloodjr  field 
would  hare  eaused  rer^  different  sensation*^ 
forty  thonsBBd  humaa  beings  there,  sank  to  resL 
caused  by  the  mad  ambition  of  a  military  despot! 
Still,  the  honorable  gentleman  cries,  "glory,  glory, 
I  do  love  glory,**  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  a 
Parisian  mob.  What  is  the  military  glory  of 
which  he  is  eoamored;  is  it  "the  baseless  falme 
of  a  vision,**  or  is  it  founded  on  the  blood  of  our 
citizens  and  the  treaaures  of  our  country — on  the 
misery  and  distress  of  human  beings?  Is  be,  in- 
deed, asaia  ready  to  ''cry  havoc,  and  let  slip  the 
dogs  of  war;"  to  devour  thirty  thousand  more 
American  citizens;  to  squander  one  hundred  mil- 
lions more  of  treasure,  wrung  from  the  hard  earn- 
ings of  industry,  and  the  distress  of  our  people? 
Is  lie,  indeed,  enamored  of  the  lame  to  which  am 
Alexander,  a  Cssar,  a  mad  Swede,  or  a  Bona- 
parte, are  damned  ?  Is  he  to  be  the  perpetual 
advocate  for  war?  Does  he  delight  in  bloodf 

**  Cnrs'd  ia  the  msn,  and  void  of  lawandii^t, 

Uow<»tby  property,  unworthy  light. 

Unfit  for  public  rjile,  ot  private  care ; 

That  wretch,  that  monster,  who  detighU  in  wai; 

Whose  Inat  is  moxdOT,  and  vrtuae  horrid  joy 

To  tear  Us  counby,  and  his  kind  desto^.*^ 

And  let  him  remember,  sir— 

"  That  one  marder  makes  a  villain; 
Thousands  a  hero  I" 

But  it  seems  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
commiserates  France;  or  rather  his  sympathies, 
I  suppose^  as  in  the  case  of  South  America,  are 
enlisted  on  the  side  of  the  revolutionists  of  that 
country ;  writhing  under  the  lash  of  the  combined 
despots,  as  he  calls  them ;  and  he  feelingly  tella 
us  to  beware  of  the  fate  of  France.  What,  let 
me  ask  him,  brought  down  on  France^  if  friMB 
Heaven,  this  merited  chastisement?  was  il  not 
this  aame  thirst  for  glorr,  which  is  eonaumiBf 
him— the  lame  career  of  conquest  to  which  he 
would  urge  the  people  of  this  country— a  moat 
righteous  retribution,  that  the  liberties  of  FraiiM, 
if  such  they  can  be  called,  should  fall,  as  she  has 
caused  those  of  other  nations  to  fall?  *Tis  just 
they  should  have  right  for  right,  which  they  hare 
hacked  by  the  sword,  from  other  nations ;  drop 
for  drop  of  blood;  life  for  life;  till  the  same 
measure  of  suffering  which  they  have  meted  to 
other  nations  should  be  meted  back  to  them  again, 
heaped  up  and  running  over. 

The  honorable  Spesker  has  adverted  to  the 
horrid,  as  I  call  them,  but  glorious,  as  he  calls 
them,  scenes  of  the  late  war— ita  causes,  eoodnet^ 
coaeiusion,  and  eonseqnencei--«od  then  driiber- 
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ttelf  userls,  that  were  it  to  do  over  agaiii.  that 
were  we  now  defaatiog,  ander  the  same  circum- 
staoepa  in  relation  to  this  and  other  nations, 
whether  or  not  war  sboald  be  declared,  his  voice 
and  his  hand  should  again  be  raised  in  favor 
of  it. 

Bat  a  very^  different  decision  would  be  made  by 
Ihe  people  of  this  country ;  it  may  be  sport  to 
kim,  but  it  is  death  to  them ;  it  is  tbeir  blood  and 
their  treasure  which  must  be  sacrificed  in  the 
contest.  As  to  the  principal  cause  of  the  war, 
imjpressment,  the  honorable  gentleman  says  he 
cannot,  nay,  that  he  will  not.  hear  the  doctrine 
advanced  on  this  floor,  that  sailors'  rights  have 
Wen  surrendered  by  the  peace.  As  to  free  trade, 
DC  fa  silent)  the  commercial  treaty  spealcs  vol- 
umes on  this  subject  j  bat,  sir,  that  honoraUe  gen- 
tlabao  will  hear— nay,  shall  near,  unless  he  leaves 
Ball  or  stops  his  eara— that  to  him  bfiensire 
aoetrincv  that  he  has  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  aban- 

Soned  the  cause  of  the  sailors,  which  he  so  pa- 
letically  j^ead  on  thisfloor before  thewar.  Yes, 
air,  be  was  an  able  advocate  for  ihem  here — how 
it  wais  at  Ghent,  the  treaty  determines.  There  is 
no  doctrine  better  settled  than  that  tberealgrier- 
nces,  or  causes  of  war,  not  provided  for  in  the 
Ti^aty  of  Peace^  are  surrendered  and  abandoned 
nrever.  But  this  part  of  tfae  honorable  Speaker^s 
address  has  been  so  ably  replied  to  by  my  honor- 
kUe  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hopei'hson,) 
that  noibing  more  is  necessary  to  be  said  thereon. 
Thfe  hotoorablie  S^eaVer  n«rt  attempts  to  count 
the  gains,  and  ^trnrnte  tfae  ^oty  of  ^At,  but 
he  should  ha^e  remembered  that  War  a  tficture 
Utftd'e  dt>  of  U^t  and  mde—dtirk  sbad«s,ihdeed; 
and.'tfhfle  lib  <traa  ^^ieVdoting  the  gallant  dbeda  of 
our  land  and  AaVal  litroe^  doon  fnelttde  the 
Onstitutional  Coamaiidcr-m*Ghirf,)  hfe  ahtonld 
have  reraembmd  tfaa  misery,  the  distress  of  the 
inhabitants;  he  should  have  cast  his  eyes  on  the 
rains  of  your  capital;  he  should  have  recollected 
tliat  be  Was  accessary,  before  the  fact,  to  this  work 
of  destruction;  that  he  assisted  in  lighting  the 
torch  of  war,  which  consumed  the  Capitol,  buriit 
Bavre,aDd  more  than  burnt  Hampton,  and  kindled 
a  flatne  on  the  Northern  frontier,  which  illumined 
that  hemishere,  and  desolated  some  of  the  fairest 
portions  of  New  York. 

Thin^vDoi,  sir,  that  I  am  insensible  to  the  re- 
sowo  which  individuals  have  acquired  in  this 
dittstrous  conflict,  though  I  am  not  sensible,  that 

Jour  Admioistratron  have  acquired  any.  Tour 
aekiDB,  air,  waa  borne  on  the  bosom  of  the  Mis- 
aisalppt  to  victory  and  triumph  at  Orleans;  may 
hia  gulant  exploits,  while  that  noble  k'iver  rolls  fts 
rich  co&tribation  to  the  ocean,  be  in  like  manner 
wafted  down  the  stream  of  time,  till  it  mingles 
with  the  ocean  of  eternity  1  The  fame  of  your 
Bull  will  survive  hia  Constitution,  and  I  fear  thiit 
of  his  eonntry ;  and  Perry's  Victory  of  the  Lake 
will  be  <era  |wmtmu«;  your  other  heroes,  sir, 
ypiU  live  in  the  afiections  of  a  grateful  country. 

The  honorable  gentleman  next  eoes  from  the 
gains  of  tfae  war  to  tfae  benefits  of  the  peace ;  let 
na  then  examine  for  a  moment,  the  Treaty  of 
Pcaee^  and  the  fiimoua  cottTention  with  BngUnd. 


Jahdabt,  1816. 

But  he  here  eompiaiiis  that  gentlemen  on  ihb 
side  of  the  House  have  not  eoine  out  on  this  sub- 
ject. How  eoald  be  eipect  it?  It  was  not  till 
Saturday  last  we  received  the  information  on  the 
subject,  which  was  laid  before  the  Senate;  in- 
deed it  waa  not  till  yesterday,  when  the  bonoraile 
Speaker  favored  the  House  with  his  explanation 
of  the  business,  that  we  understood  it  in  all  its 
bearings.  He  first  informs  us  why  Moose  Island 
was  left  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy ;  why  that 
should  be  the  only  point  to  which  the  uttpotiA' 
detia  should  apply;  that  it  was  confidently  ex- 
pected, by  the  Uommissioners  at  Ghent,  that  ibc 
patriotism  of  Massachusetts  ^ould  not  only  res- 
cue that  island  from  the  enemy,  but  would  also 
acquire  the  island  of  Grand  Mebon,  as  he  calls 
it,  bot  whieh  we,  in  plain  Yankee,  catl  Graad 
Menan— to  which  we  have  claim,  tfae  former  ly- 
iu; " in  the  Bayof  Passamaquoddy,  which  is  ran 
01  the  Bay  of  Fondy,"  and  near  the  Amcrieab 
coast,  and  the  laiter  more  remote  fo  the  ^y  iA 
Fund y.  Sir,  1 4vill  persuade  myself  that  tfae  bob- 
orable  Speaker  meant  to  do  justice  to  the  patriot- 
ism  of  Massacbasetts — that' neVer  has  been  fobdd 
wanting  in  the  hour  of  peril  and  difficulty  j  nay, 
sir,  it  was  never  impeached,  and  I  trust  in  God  it 
never  will  be,  wfaile  the  blood  of  our  ancesiOrti, 
who  have  nobly  fbugfat  the  battles  of  our  coun- 
try, circulfites  in  tfae  veins  of  their  posterity. 
But  was  this  expectation  rational?  Would  any 
patriotism,  under  the  same  disadvantages,  have 
achieved  these  conquests?  It  was  the  memora- 
ble Summer  of  1814 — a  period  of  dislt«ss  and 
alarm— whicfa  saw  the  Capitol  of  oor  country, 
and  the  very  tomb  of  WABBinoToif.  in  the  pos- 
aeaafoD  of  the  enemy— numerous  fleets  of  ibtt 
enemy,  fall  of  sailors  and  marines,  were  block- 
ading our  ports,  landing  and  barassioe  oar  peo- 
pie,  and  destroying  their  property.  Maine,  with 
a  seacoaat  of  nearly  three  hundred  miles,  was  pe- 
culiarly exposed  to  tfae  incursions  and  wandering 
parties  of  tbe  enemy.  Yea,  sir,  that  extended 
coast  waa  accessible  at  almost  every  point  to  the 
enemy.  I  remember  well,  sir,  the  auempts  df 
that  enemy  wiihin  the  district  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent;  and  remember  well  the  ardor 
and  patriotism  of  the  brave  militia  manifesied,on 
these  occasions.  There  was  no  distinction  of 
party  then,  sir;  tbe  contest  was,  who  should  meet 
the  enemy  soonest  and  .  repel  him  from  our  soil. 
What  protection  was  aiSbrded  us,  in  this  hour  of 
peril  and  alarm,  by  tfae  Qeoeral  Government? 
Wbs  her  arm  raised  in  onr  defence  ?  Were 
her  resources  employed  in  oar  Aivor?  Far,  far 
from  it!  Nay,  «e  mocked  when  our  dnoger 
«pproach<d.  fihe  withdrew  her  aoldient  yes,  the 
t6ry  aoldlets  whieh  were  veMWited  hi  the  betom 
of  the  Mrtnt,  were,  ito  an  boar  of  petti,  with- 
drawn from  htrrapfKRl.  Fbr  What  T  to  ^ish*^ 
miserably  to  perlrfi,  in  the  sfhun^  of  Canada. 
Yes,  i^r.  oHfly  of  the  bv«ve«  tfoas  of  New  Baf- 
land,  driven  by  a  Be«^sAy  of  yotrr  creitiag  invo 
your  ranks,  bav^  fhll»  by  t4ie  siiH)rd,  df^eaw,  twd 
nmioe^ihe  bonA  of  thousaitds  are  iooWblcheH- 
iiig  on  the  barren  heighia,  or  nottideringltt'tllfie 
swampa  of  Canada— their  nte  lets  perhapi  tvKe 
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pitted  tbto  the  weeptog  noagmeats  of  their  d«- 
pftriare — tbeir  mUcrablc  pereots,  orpbens,  aod 
widom.  Bow  tb;  HetTens,  O  Qod  1  and  come 
down  with  diviae  eoaaolation  to  their  soals. 
Uader  these  circunistueea,  GMtioe  and  Moose 
Islaad  were  takea  po8«asBioB  of  by  the  eaemf. 
Cafttiae  that  could  aot  be  d«ieaded  with  a  lets 
force  than  6,000  mea,  aad  Mooae  klaad,  which 
lies  at  the  mercy  of  the  imstrets  of  the  oceao. 
Uoder  the«e  circamstaoeec,  1  repeal,  was  it  to 
have  beea  sipceted  that  the  militia,  io  oae  part 
of  the  country,  woald  leave  that  open  to  the  at- 
laois  of  the  enemy,  forsake  tbeir  property,  their 
iamiiiei^  tbeir  household  goda^  and  cross  rivers, 
and  Buuah  ibroogh  deserts,  to  repel  ibis  enemy  7 
Bir,  it  woaJd  not  have  beeo  aeeomplished  j  it 
aaght  not  t»  liava  bee*  npecied,  except  from  the 

KbcmI  arm.    But  the  honorable  Speaker  thinks 
ey  have  provided  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  suffi* 
cieady  for  tbese  islaads:  they  have  sabmilted  to 
lw«  Coauissioners  whether  Moose  Island,  whe- 
ther Bastport,  one  of  our  own  towns,  Moag  to 
as  or  not}  and  if  these  ComBissioiieis  do  aot 
l^e,  they  are  to  draw  op  a  slate  of  the  case, 
which  the  two  QovemmeDta  may  further  submit, 
if  they  idaase,  to  some  friendly  natioD.  -No,  sir, 
I  ceosMttr  Moose  Islaad  given  up,  abaikdoBed 
fimvar;  this  submission  is  a  mere  cloak  to  bide 
Ike  gcosa  nature  of  the  bargain.   Bir,  it  is  sur< 
leodercd  in  part  consideration  of  the  free,  exclu- 
■ive  Davigatuuk  of  the  Miesiseippi,  and  our  shore 
liheries  are  thrown  into  the  bargain.  Yet,  sir, 
the  intereac  of  the  Sast  has  been  sacrificed  to  that 
af  tb«  W«mt.  Why  did  we  aot  hear  aaytbiag  of 
ihcsa  fisheries  ia  the  negotiations  at  Ctbcnt  and 
Loodoa?,  The  hooarable  Speaker  ioforou  us, 
ibst  a  naj«rity  of  bis  eolleagnes,  against  hts  opin- 
ioD,  were  ia  Csvor  of  oontiaaiog  to  the  Britisb  a 
limited  aavigstion  of  the  Missbsippi,  as  an  equiv- 
alent for  the  fisheries,  and  for  thMe  islands,  too, 
I  suppose,  for  I  have  no  danbt  Great  Britain 
wonkf  have  yielded  both  these  olgeets  for  that 
right— any  thing  said  by  the  CommisaioDers'at 
Obeot  to  the  contrary  notwithstaadio^.  But  the 
honorable  grattemao  has  alleged,  as  a  reason  why 
tbe£sheries  did  not  receive  more  attention,  ibat 
^niJemea  differed  as  to  their  value ;  some  alleg- 
ing tbe  value  of  the  shore  fishery  as  equal  to  one- 
third  of  the  whole  fishery,  bank  and  shore ;  while 
others  deeaaed  it  worth  littie  or  notbing.   Sir,  we 
have  an  evidence  in  the  treaty,  that  those  unae- 
quainled  with  them  did  value  them  at  nothing  j 
whiia  those  who  did  eigoy  tbe  privilege,  consid- 
ered them  of  the  greateM  imjwruooe,  full  one- 
Ihifd  in  vaka  of  the  whole  fishery.  The  eiti- 
Ms  of  Maine  wow  in  a  pat niiar  maaaer,  from 
its  pnnteity  to  them,  interested  in  this  branch  of 
the  fish*flies;  it  was  almost  tbeir  ^y  bread  to 
them,  because  it  afforded  them  tbe  SMaas  of  pro- 
vidii^c  tkis  daily  bread. 

Bat,  sir,  unfortunately  £ot  the  people  of  Massa- 
•busaua,and  of  New  SU^land  gwenuly.  the  above 
are  net  the  only  occasions  ia  which  tbeir  inter- 
ten  have  been  sacrificed  to  tboee  of  the  South 
tad  West.  Ia  the  commcnial  eoavcntioo,  toOf 
«iih  Qaiat  Bliiaia,  ow  lombar,  and  other  atnptes 


of  onr  eonntry,  have  been  offered  up  as  a  saeriAen 

Io  tbe  growers  of  cotton ;  indeed,  sir,  the  confep<r 
tion  itself,  instead,  as  it  purports,  of  oflforing  a  re- 
ciprocal liberty  of  commerce,  is  a  mere  oooiraet 
between  the  growers  of  cotton,  in  this  country, 
with  its  manufacturers  in  Eogtaod.  Think  not 
that  I  repine  at  the  prosperity  of  oar  brethren  in 
tbe  Booth  and  West;  far  from  it — we  only  wish 
to  enjoy  those  few  benefits  with  them.  Nor,  sir, 
are  you  to  suppose  that  I  impeach  the  integrity  oi 
tbe  Commissioners;  I  highly  respect  ibeir  tai* 
eols — of  the  honorable  Speaker  in  psrticular,  who 
in  this  debate  has  given  us  so  conspicuous  a  pre^ 
of  his  talcnls  and  his  eloquence.  I  only  r^rel| 
sir,  that  tbey  had  not  beat  employed  at  Glwal 
and  London,  in  some  d^ree.  tn  Mvor  of  NaV 
England.  I  assert  agaiu,  sir,  and  am  prepared  t« 
prove,  that  tbe  staple  of  the  North  has,  in  tbi« 
convention,  been  sacrificed  to  the  South  aa4 
West ;  thai,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  Coiisll* 
ttttioo,  that  "  DO  preference  shall  be  given  by  aaf 
regula^D  of  commerce,  or  revenue,  to  tbe  porH 
ofene  Sute  over  those  of  BMUher,"  such  prefoa* 
ene«  has  beeo  given,  by  this  conventioa,  to  fht 
ports  of  the  South.  JSither,  sir,  our  Commieetoii* 
ers  did  not  uadersund  the  navigatioa  laws  of 
Great  Britain^  particularly  her  eoloaial  Bvtten*|. 
or  tbey  committed  an  UDfwrdMwble  error  w  eon* 
eluding  this  coaveotion.  It  is  indeed,  sir,  bat  a* 
experiment  for  four  years,  and  nothiag  but  thia 
Ihniution  could  reconifile  me  te  it  for  a  moment] 
and  I  sincerely  visb,  when  the  debate  wok  plaee 
upon  tbe  treaty,  we  had  possessed  the  informatiMt 
which  the  other  braaehdid  upon  the  subject}  iha 
debate  would  then  have  turned  upon  lha  merit 
and  proTisions  of  the  treaty,  instead  of  the  limi* 
taiion  of  tbe  treaty-making  power.  The  eonH»> 
sioa  made  by  our  Commissioners,  that  we  had  no 
equivalent  to  offer  for  a  psrticipatioB  in  tbelndiii 
trade,  and  ihe  trade  to  the  British  Wert  Indif^ 
cannot  be  correct.  Sir,  we  (ranted  them  every- 
thii^  by  throwing  all  our  ports  open  to  them, 
uptm  equal  terms  with  our  own  citizens ;  besidci^ 
tbe  fiast  India  trade  carried  its  equivalent  wil^ 
it,  in  its  intrinsic  value  and  immense  advantage 
to  tbe  British  possessions  there.  Sir,  tbe  trade  if 
this  country  is  of  the  last  importance  to  Great 
Britain ;  she  had  better  throw  open  all  her  islaiHls, 
and  would  do  it,  than  be  deprived  of  it.  Theiaa- 
portaooe  of  this  West  India  trade  to  the  aortbnm 
part  of  Ibis  oouniryj  couM  not  have  been  nadar^ 
stood  by  our  Commissioners;  by  the  majority  el 
them^  at  least,  South  of  tbe  HiLdstm^  or,  sir,  haii 
tbey  tn  view  to  cncomve  tbe  production  of  sugjar, 
ram,  and  molasses,  in  the  South  7  Whatever  raaf 
be  the  motive,  the  trade  is  lost  to  us.  Let  as  se4^ 
then,  how  our  trade  stands  with  the  British  ter- 
ritories in  filarope  uoder  this  conveotioo.  I  wiU 
ulvert  to  a  lew  items  of  an  "An  abstract  of  da- 
ties  of  Customs,  paid  in  Great  Briuin  in  1816,^ 
published  by  order  of  the  Senate  and  House. 
First,  the  article  of  cotton,  which,  bel'ore  the  cod- 
ventioo,  paid  three  peace  sterling  per  pound,  »»w 
pays  but  a  penny,  whether  imported  in  British  ec 
American  ships,  Irom  foreign  couatries  or  Britibb 
oolonies^  being  » laviiv  <Bf  two  peace  on 


Digitized  by 


mSTORT  OF  GONGRBSS. 


8ie 


H.  OP  R. 


77u  Revenue. 


poand.  la  the  year  ending  the  30th  September, 
1815,  there  was  exported  from  the  United  States 
to  the  territories  of  Great  Britain,  in  Europe, 
44,973465  pounds  of  cotton;  this,  at  two  pence 
per  pound,  is  a  saving  to  the  growers  of  cotton, 
annuafly,  of  £374,778  17  06  sterling,  or  91,664,- 
018;  and,  in  the  yearending  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1807,tbere  was  exported,  as  above,  58.180.211 
pouods.  making  a  saving  to  the  South  of  91|930,- 
o67.  Well  roar  the  honorable  Speaker  express,  as 
he  did  yraterday,  bis  surprise,  that  geatlemen 
ftom  the  West  (alluding  to  Mr.  MoKBEBod  Mr. 
Habmh)  should  ask,  what  have  we  gained  by  the 
war?  They  have,  indeed,  gained  the  exclusive 
iiavigatioD  of  the  Mississippi,  and  a  fair  market 
for  their  cotlon,  at  the  expense  of  New  Bogtand, 
her  shore  fishery,  and  her  staple  commoditieei 
Let  us  now  see  how  our  unmanufactured  wood 
Stands  in  the  market,  ii  the  territories  of  Qreat 
Britain,  in  Europe;  premising  that  the  duties 
Were  comparatively  light  in  1797,  under  Jay's 
Treaty,  and  large  quantities  of  our  timber  and 
lumber  found  a  ready  and  good  market  there,  par- 
tiealarlf  at  Liverpool,  but  now,  sir,  oak  timber 

imported  into  Great  Britain,  under  this  conven- 
ioD,  from  the  United  States,  will  pay,  on  fifty 
cubic  feet,  X3  01  09,  while  the  same,  imported 
from  the  British  colonies  in  America,  which  can 
only  be  in  British  ships,  pay  only  5f.  6i|d.,  and 
hearly  io  the  same  proportion  as  to  other  timber, 
hoards,  masts,  spars,  &c.;  a  duty,  sir,  wbicb 
amounts  to  a  prohibitioo.  Some  of  our  lumber 
fonod  its  way  into  the  Brirish  West  Indies,  by 
the  way  of  St.  Bartholomews,  some  ports  in  Cuba, 
and  a  few  other  places,  subjected,  however,  to  a 
loss  of  additional  Ireight  and  insurance  from  island 
to  island ;  our  ressela  received  products  in  return, 
•object  to  the  same  expense.  But  a  heavy  duty 
has  lately  been  laid  in  Jamaica,  and  the  same 
will,  doubtless,  be  done  io  other  British  islands, 
as  it  is  a  part  of  their  rigid  colonial  system,  on  all 
lumber,  and  many  other  articles  from  the  United 
Btaies.  The  ports  of  the  world,  indeed,  seem 
fast  closing  upon  New  England ;  and  when  our 
own  QoTemroeot  n^eets  or  sacrifices  our  best 
idterestS;  we  cannot  expect  that  foreign  nations 
Mil  pay  much  attention  to  them. 

And  It  is  under  these  circumsiBnees  of  sacri- 
fice, hardship,  and  distress,  jrou  demand  of  us  new 
sacrifices,  and  impose  on  us  grievooa  burdens. 
You  d&  indeed,  pot  oar  patriotism  to  a  severe 
feat.  If  yon  expect  from  us  an  equality  of  distri- 
bution, we  demand  of  you  in  return  an  equality 
of  benefits.  You  must  do  this  people  justice,  or 
they  will  uke  justice  into  their  own  hands.  They 
wish  not  for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  but  at  the 
same  time  they  know  that  is  not  the  worst,  the 
most  degraded  situation  to  which  freemen  may 
be  reduced ;  our  freedom  was  purchased  by  the 
blood  of  our  forefathers,  and  will  be  defended  by 
*hal  of  their  sons. 

Much  has  been  said  in  this  debate  respecting  our 
atandiog  army,  or  as  it  is  now  called,  or  disguised, 
m>r  MiliiBry  Peace  Esiabltshment— nominally  of 
Jf ^Jl'oottnd  men,  really  of  more  than  twelve 
offlccn  and  men.  Never  did  I  expect, 


sir^  within  your  days  or  mine,  to  bear  enli^iesoK 
this  floor  io  favor  of  standior  armies,  bat  such  has 
been  the  fact;  an  honorab^  colleague  of  mine, 
(Mr.  CoKHBR,)  whose  urbanity  and  correct  de- 
portment are  acknowledged  by  all,  isaik  advocate 
for  these  armies;  nof,  I  am  persuaded,  sir,  to  an 
extent  which  would  endanser  the  libertips  of  his 
country,  but  be  thinks  our  chief  dependepce  would 
be  upon  them;  that,  in  the  day  of  aJarm  ai^ 
danger,  our  miliiiaore  not  to  be  relied  on.  Oo  the 
eontrary,  in  the  spirit  of  our  Constitution  I  do 
consider  a  well  r^olated  militia  as  the  beat  se* 
eurity  of  a  free  Sutej  it  is  the  efiiectual  defeoee 
of  the  nation.  I  should  wish  to  see  every  ciliBea 
a  soldier,  but  at  the  same  time  every  soldier  a  ci^ 
izen,  and  the  miliurir  in  complete  subordioatioa 
to  the  civil  authority.  But,  sir,  as  this  subject 
has  already  been  noticed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  RANDOt.PH,)  and  he 
intends  to  bring  it  immediatelf  before  the  House 
on  a  motion  to  reduce  the  standing  army,  I  will 
leave  it,  with  confidence,  in  better  bands.  Since 
1  have  named  that  honorable  gentleman,  I  should 
do  injustice  to  my  feelings,  and  to  his  merit,  did 
I  not  notice  the  efibr^  the  great  effort,  which  for 
three  days  io  succession  he  lately  made  on  thia 
floor,  io  favor  of  true  Constitutional  principles, 
with  some  exceptions,  and  the  freedom  of  our 
country;  the  information  communicated  by  him 
to  this  House,  and  this  nation,  is  invaluable;  be 
has  given  us  the  experience  of  a  long  aod  acdve 
political  life;  from  the  vast  treasures  of  his  mind 
be  has  brought  forth  things,  old  and  new ;  be  has 
laid  open  the  folly,  the  corruption,  the  wickedness 
of  Cabinets.  What  Tiltain— high,  low,  rich,  or 
poor — of  importance  to  attract  the  attention  of  a 
gentleman,  has  he  neglected  to  drag  before  an  in- 
sulted people?  To  what  merit,  known  to  him, 
exerted  in  favor  of  his  countrf,  has  he  been  in- 
sensible, or  denied  the  meed  of  praise?  Sir,  the 
thanks  of  an  humble  individual  are  poor,  indeed, 
but,  such  as  they  are,  I  most  heartily  tender  them 
to  him ;  were  it  in  my  power  I  would  do  it  in  be- 
half of  this  House,  nay,  in  the  name  of  the  Amer- 
ican people.  However,  sir,  he  will  have  what  is 
of  infinitely  more  importance  to  him,  the  appro- 
bation of  hia  own  cooseience,  and,  I  hope,  of  his 
Ood. 

One  word,  at  parting,  with  the  honoiaUe 
Speaker,  and  I  hare  done;  for  what  he  and  his 

political  friends  have  done  io  rdation  to  the  war, 
lu  declaration,  progress,  and  termination — tbey 
have  a  right,  be  says,  to  expect  from  the  people 
of  this  country  the  divine  Denedictioo  of  "well 
done  good  and  faithful  servants ;  you  hare  been 
faithful  orer  a  few  things,  I  will  make  you  rulers 
over  many  things."  It  is  very  true,  indeed,  sir, 
that  the  honoraUe  gentleman  and  his  friends  have 
received  even  more  than  five  talents  of  the  peo- 
ple's money ;  but  instead  of  even  making  that  use 
of  them  which  the  servant  did  that  received  the 
one  talent — dig  in  the  earth  and  hide  it— they 
have  squandered  away  their  Lord's  money  and 
run  him  io  debt;  are  they  not  the  wieked,  sloth- 
ful servants,  and  ought  not  the  people  to  say— 
"east  ye  thenoproAw^serraatsiatooaterwfe- 
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MM,  tbm  shftU  be  we^ng  tad  gaubiof  of 
tcecb?"  And  bappr,  thrice  bap|i]r,  will  it  be  for 
tb«i  hoooraUe  gcDifeinaD  and  bi«  friends  io  the 
AdminiitratioB,  if  ibe  righteous  jod^  of  alt  the 
tarih  ahall  oot,  for  tbetr  poliiieal  uos,  add  the 
awfol  seaienee— "Depart  irom  me  ye  cursed;" 
but  I  do  bambljr  beseech  his  mercy,  to  redeem 
tikeir  ininorial  aoals  frtun  that  "everlasting  fire, 
prewred  for  the  devil  and  his  angels." 

Wbea  Mr.  K.  bad  eoDcladed,  the  CoiDiniltee 
raa^  ud  tbe  House  adjoorned. 


Wbonbsoat,  January  31. 

Tfae  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom 
was  Committed  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  ordnance  stores,  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof;  end  it  was  committed 
to  the  Coranaitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  npon  the 
sabiect  of  revenne. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
Xiverio  Nandi,"  was  read  the  fir^t  time. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  **  to  increase  the  peu- 
siOM  of  Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrighter,"  was 
read  twiee,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Barry  and  Chiorge  Hod^e,"  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aifairs. 

Ad  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
smend  the  law  of  costs,"  was  read  the  third  time 
tod  passed. 

A  mes.^aire  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Bouse  that  tlie  Senate  have  passed  the  bills  from 
fills  House  of  the  foliowing  titles :  **An  act  to  re- 
peal 80  much  of  an  act  passed  on  the  23d  of  De- 
cember, 1814,  as  impoves  additional  daties  on 
postage "An  act  to  cootione  in  force  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  imposing  additional  daties 
upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
from  any  foreiffo  port  or  i^ee,and  for  other  par- 
poses  ;*  and  "An  act  to  contioae  in  force  certaio 
acts  laying  daties  on  bank  notes,  refined  sugars, 
and  for  other  purposes with  amendments  to  the 
two  latter.  They  have  also  adopted  a  resolution 
directing  a  copy  of  the  documents  printed  by  a 
resolve  of  Congress,  on  the  27th  of  December, 
1813,  to  be  transmitted  to  each  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Sapreme  Court.  In  wbich  amendments  and 
resoluiioD  thev  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  to  the  said  bills  were  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President, 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
sod  sundry  documents,  respecting  the  transactions 
It  Dartmoor,  in  April,  1815.— I^id  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  Irom  the  Senate  ''directing  a 
copy  of  the  docnments  printed  br  the  resolve  of 
Congress  on  the  S7th  of  December,  1813,  to  be 
tnasmitied  to  each  of  the  Jadges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,"  was  read  the  first  lime. 

MONEY  LOST  BY  A  COLLECTOR. 
The  SriAEBE  laid  bdiore  the  Honte  a  report 
fnm.  Ike  Seenttry  of  the  Tntiary  oa  tlw  peci. 


H.OTR. 


lioD  of  Henry  Malcolm;  whieh  was  rend  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Tbe  report  is  as  follows: 
The  House  of  Representatives  having,  ly  tkt&t  order  of 
the  17th  of  Janoaiy,  1818,  referred  to  tbe  BaciettTT 
of  the  Treasury  the  petition  of  Henry  Malcolm,  wiw 
the  docomenta  accompnayiog  the  saratt,  the  Secre- 
tary baa  Uie  honor  to  la;  before  tbe  Heuae  the  fol* 
lowing  report : 

The  petitioner,  Henry  Malcolm,  was  appointed  tbe 
collector  of  the  customs  for  tbe  district  of  Bndson,  in 
tht  State  of  N«w  York,  in  the  year  179S,  wh«o  the 
district  wsB  estaUished.  It  was  his  constant  prac- 
tice to  remit  the  money  whidi  be  reodved  on  acoonat 
of  duties  in  bank  notes  to  the  braodi  of  tbe  Bank  of 
the  United  States  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  no  a^ 
adent  or  toss  occurred  in  consequence  of  this  practice 
until  the  28tb  of  June,  1808.  On  that  day  tbe  petition- 
er pot  under  cover,  addressed  to  the  cashier  of  tbe 
Branch  Bank,  a  mm  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  notes 
of  the  Bsnk  of  Columbia,  in  the  city  of  Hudson,  and 
ddivered  tbe  packet  to  the  pottmaster  Hudson  to 
be  sent  by  the  next  mail.  A  letter  of  advice  was  at 
the  same  time  forwarded  to  the  cashier,  whieh  was 
dalv  received  ;  bat  the  money  was  stolen  on  its  way^ 
and  has  never  been  received  at  the  Branch  Bank,  or 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury.  The  accounting 
officers  have  refused  to  credit  the  remittance  jn  the 
settlement  of  the  petitioner's  account,  and  he  prays  to 
be  relieved  by  the  authority  of  Congress. 

The  facts  thus  stated  are  sstnliictorily  proven,  and 
serve  to  exonerate  the  petitioner  from  every  suspicion 
of  Iraud  in  tbe  course  of  tbe  triinsaction.  To  entitle 
him,  however,  to  tbe  relief  which  is  solunted,  it  is  n»* 
cessaiy  to  show  that  the  mode  of  making  tiie  remittance 
did  not  transgress  tbe  rule  prescribed  by  the  Tressniy 
Department;  and,  in  this  respect,  it  appears,  from 
documents  on  record  as  well  as  from  those  whieh  ac- 
company the  petition,  that  two  objections  have  here- 
tofbte  been  msde ;  1st.  That  the  remittance  by  mail 
was  not  antbwised,  or,  if  antborixed,  should  have  been 
guarded  I7  catling  the  hank  notes  in  two  parts,  and 
sen^ng  toe  parts  by  successive  mails.  S.  That  tbe 
nmittanee  was  made  in  the  notes  of  die  Bank  rfCo-, 
InmUa,  instead  ofthe  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Uie  United 
Slates  or  its  brsnebes. 

lit  Obfeetion,  The  Treasury  circular,  addressed  to 
the  collectors  on  Ibe  14tb  of  October,  1789,  autiiorixed 
tbe  remittance  of  bank  notes  by  the  mail,  but  prescribed 
the  mode  of  doing  it,  by  requiring,  among  other  things, 
that  each  note  should  be  divided  into  two  equal  parts 
and  endorsed  by  the  o^eetor;  one-half  to  be  sent  by 
one  post,  and  the  other  half  by  tbe  next  post,  with  d^ 
scriptive  lists,  to  the  Tressnrer  of  the  United  States. 

But  tbe  Treasaiy  instmctiont  addressed  to  the  peti- 
tioner on  tbe  9th  of  June,  1796,  soon  after  his  appoint- 
ment to  office,  required  him,  in  general  terms,  "to 
remit,  from  time  to  time,  whatever  moneys  should  oone 
into  his  hands  in  payment  of  daties,  beyond  the  sum 
necessary  for  drawbacks,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  in- 
cident to  bis  office,  to  the  office  of  diseount  and  depo- 
site  at  Now  Yoik,  there  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  tbe  United  States and  tiie  Treasury 
mslraetioDs,  addressed  to  tbe  petitioner  on  the  9th  of 
November,  1809,  sabaequent  te  the  loss  of  tbe  bank 
notes  in  question,  directed  him  "  to  deposite  in  tha 
Branch  Bank.  New  York,  the  public  moneys  in  lus 
bands ;  and,  it  the  laiaittaiioo  be  made  in  bank  notee* 
he  wee  diiacted  to  eat  them,  and  poMpoM  the  tnw 
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^■don  of  the  Motod  bdT«s  until  the  noa^  of  Umm 
int  «eBt  wu  uknonledged." 

The  remittance  of  bink  notee  by  m«il  t^an,  Aen, 
ftom  tbifl  reriew*  to  luve  been  euUiorixed  bj  the  Trea- 
intj  DepirtBMDU  The  first  instnictieB,  {Keecribing 
*  mode  of  lemitting  the  notes  in  lwlTeif»  refened  to  re- 
taittences  to  be  made  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  tTntted 
States  at  the  Seat  of  GoTernmenti  and  it  was  issued 
before  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches 
were  established,  as  well  as  long  before  the  establish- 
ttenl  ofUie  diitrict  of  Hodson.  The  second  instnic- 
fion,  which  directed  the  petitioner  to  make  bta  remit- 
tUices  to  the  Branch  Bank  at  New  York,  is  silent  as 
to  the  mode  of  remitting  the  notes  in  halves ;  and  the 
Mftitloner,  eon^dering  this  as  the  roling  instmoUan 
ibr  his  offidal  amdoet,  after  it  had  been  noeivcd ,  nni- 
ibnnty  made  his  remittances  of  bank  notes  to  the 
Branch  Bank,  without  severing  the  notes,  from  the  date 
rif  the  instruction  the  9th  June,  1796,oDtil  the  date  of 
tiw  instractioB  of  the  6th  of  NoTemlwr,  1800,  wilhoat 
encoonteriegr  «s  ie  alivadjr  stated,  any  other  lose  or 
fteradent  than  that  which  ia  the  rabjea  of  his  petition. 

tJader  thesecurcnmstaaces,  so  pecoliar  ae  to  preclude 
iltq  danger  from  the  precedent  of  a  fovoraUe  decisioa 
in  the  present  ease,  it  is  beKercd  that  the  petitioner, 
Wonerated  aa  he  is  from  aU  snsmiBoa  of  fraud,  may 
Use  be  jusd^  relieved  from  the  impotatioB  of  wilfitl 
Ok  gross  neghgence. 

M  Oijutiort.  If  the  petitionet  does  not  sofiei  hj  the 
force  ot  the  first  objedien,  it  is  wesumed  that  the  seo- 
end  objection  will  not  be  allowed  to  prevail  against  the 
pnyn  of  the  petition.  The  kind  of  bank  notea  remit- 
led  wouM  have  become  an  important  qoeotion  if  the 
jfeaiKh  Bank  reftised  to  ereditthem  as  eaidi  in  the  no* 
flOUit  of  the  IVaaaorer,  or  if  the  notea  had  been  4epr^ 
dated  in  value.  B  ut  Uie  question  now  arises  on  a  loss 
1*hich  would  have  happened  whether  the  notes  remiu 
led  Were  issued  bjthe  Bankof  the  United  States  or  bv 
the  Bank  of  Columbia. 

It  is  proper  to  observe,  however,  that  the  amount  of 
Cm  notes  of  the  UnUad  Sutes  and  iu  branches  in  etr< 
Culation  at  Hudson  was  not  equal  to  the  demand  fez 
huk  note* ;  that  the  notes  of  the  Bonk  of  Colombia 
wculatsd  at  par  with  gold  and  olvor ;  that  th^  had 
heen  eonstantlj  received  in  payment  of  dotiost  and  re* 
mitted  to  the  cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  at  Npw 
Yoik,  who  had  credited  them  uniformly  ss  cash,  in  the 
ftccoont  of  the  Treasurer ;  and,  finally,  that,  in  a  letter 
dated  the  23d  of  Auguit,  1806,,the  cashier,  while  ob- 
^ting  to  bank  notes  of  a  particular  description,  ex- 
pBM^addstbat.  "ifsDyotherthannotesof  thebanks 
»«*^Toik  are  sent,  those  of  the  Hudson  Bank  would 
he  most  convenient;  they  pass  equally  well,  and  you 
•ooM  get  large  ones." 

AU  which,  inehading  coinea  of  the  several  TreaWry 
nsmefiona  i«fi»Ted  to,  ia  respeetftilly  aobmitted. 

A.  J.  PALLAS, 

^  ,  Seirttery  or««  TVvMury. 

TKsjUVBT  BsPAi^nnn.  Jan.  SB,  1816. 

THE  msvKHui:. 

The  House  again  resolved  iiself  into  a  Com- 
miilce  of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
tBittee  of  Ways  ana  Means,  on  the  subijecc  of 
revenue. 

,^Mr.  Rbtnoldb,  of  Teiuessee,  nMteesed  tk* 
Churns  follows: 

Mr.  Cheiraua,  on  ray  omian  last  evtottig  the 
i^iMtae  won  liia4  tnottgh  to  tiM^for  wlwb  I 


tender  ibem  my  thanks.  I  fear,  sir,  they  «ilL  bn 
ill  rewarded  at  best,  bat  more  partiealarlf  kms, 
when  indisposed.  It  becomes,  bowever,  my  im- 
perious duly  to  address  yoa  on  this  oeeastoa,  b«- 
cause  my  honoraUt  colleagues  and  myscU*  differ 
as  to  the  vote  i.  ant  about  to  give  on  ihercac^ 
lioa  now  nodar  eonsideniiion.  I  regret  ihe  eu» 
eumsiaaec,  becaoae  they  «re  aaen  with  whom  1 
delight  to  eo-0|Krate  j  many  of  iton  I  have  beaa 
loag  aequainted  vitb,  and  in  the  fatte  aoaleet  for 
our  sacred  rights,  some  of  ibenaet  only  paid<be 
taxes  imposed  with  eheerfuloess,  but  rushed  to 
the  field  of  battle  aod  vartif  ipatad  io  tike  glory 
of  their  couotrymeo  i  I  hope,  faowerer,  it  is  an 
honest  difference  of  opiniou.  . 

I  am  in  favor,  sir,  generally  of  the  reduced  sy^ 
tem  of  taxation  as  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Fioaoce,  and  the  direct  tax,  so  modified,  to  be 
coDtinued  for  one  year.  Every  one  admits  the 
necessity  of  a  revenue  to  be  raised  by  some  mode 
of  taxation.  And  it  would  be  well  for  geotjemen 
now  to  reflect  for  a  moment  how  far  they  hafia 
already  gone  on  the  ground  of  this  necessity.  A 
few  days  ago,  sir,  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
House  agreed  to  continue  the  doubuduiiea,  and 
also  to  cootioue  the  mlt  tax.  Naw,  sir,  none  of 
these  taxes  affect  me  at  all  j  I  do  net  pay  ooe 
cent  towards  the  war  debt,  or  for  the  testoratkm 
of  the  public  faith  and  credit  of  this  nation,  on- 
less  1  dtp  pretty  deeply  with  the  mercliaut,  ShaU 
it  be  said,  sir,  that  I  would  evade  the  payment 
of  the  just  proportion  of  the  debt  iocorred  by  the 
war ;  for  there  was  not  a  man,  woman,  or  child, 
in  my  district,  who  were  not  in  favor  of  that 
measure?  Tes,  sir,  we  were  advocates  of  the 
war,  and  no  people  on  the  oontinent  of  Amerioa 
contributed  more  largely  in  support  of  it,  accord- 
ing 10  their  numbers  aod  wealth,  than  they  did. 
They  fought  the  battles  of  iheir  country,  and 
paid  an  enormous  and  oppressive  ux  without  a 
murmur. 

I  have  also,  sir,  fully  appreciated  the  remark 
made  by  the  honorable  geotlemaD  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  McKbb,)  whose  good  sense  always 
makes  him  iDtelligiue  to  eTerjr  oae.  He  admiu 
that  a  direct  tax  is  the  moat  just  and  equitable^ 
but,  being  opposed  to  all  taxes,  he  wishes  Uiis 
ooe  in  particular  to  pasL  because  it  reaehes  all 
classes  of  citizens,  puis  all  on  the  alert  to  inquim 
into  the  necessity  of  aaoh  a  tax;  and  if  it  is 
found  totally  unnecessary,  tbey  will,  says  the 
geDtlemao,  soon  bring  their  Representatives  to 
ao  account.  Sir,  to  place  the  question  on  this 
grouud,  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  answer  to  ray 
constituents  for  aoy  vote  I  may  give  io  this 
House,  with  promptitude.  If,  however,  Mr. 
Chairmao,  they  have  forgotten  the  cause  of  the 
war,  hailed  by  them,  too,  as  a  new  era  of  their 
iodepeudeoce ;  if  tbey  have  already  forgotten  how 
bravely  they  particiiHUed  in  that  glorious  conterti 
in  subduiog  a  powerful  savage  nation,  and  sec- 
ondly, the  powerful  aid  thi y  gave  in  defeatiitg 
the  veterans  of  Europe  before  New  Orleans,  and 
saviog  that  city  from  4faeiir  Moody  gn»;  if,  I 
say,  they  ban  Ibrgottaa  all  UKaamaeftHtags, 
aM  thase  nana  «4  'daa#ir  mid  of  giory,  Bnd«aB 
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now  onwillioff  to  support  tbst  QoTernment  (bftt 
bia  brought  laem  to  t  safe  and  honoraUe  peace, 
tbeo  indeed  I  shall  stand  eoodemned  before  ibem, 
*ttd  be  permitted  to  retire ;  but,  str,  I  shall  retire 
Mtb  a  conscienee  Dndistorhed.  I  am  not,  bow- 
eViet,  to  be  drireo  From  a  discbaree  of  my  dtity 
by  such  iBreatfi.  My  conduct  shall  be  judged  of 
1^  a  ptiant  and  iotelltgent  people,  on  whose 
naj^aaimity  and  justice  1  iAiM  rest  my  defence. 

1  shall  Dowi}roceed,Ktr,  to  a  brief  examinailon 
OftbesubjiFct  befbre  the  Committee,  and  also  an- 
twtr  some  of  the  argtrments  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  Tazaiion  will  always  be  nn  pleasant 
to  a  free  people,  unless  you  can  show  tbem  that 
tbe  tax  ts  necessary,  either  to  support  the  poblic 
i^iib  sod  credit  of  tbe  nation,  or  to  TiUdicaie  its 
honor  and  promote  tbe  internal  resources  of  the 
teountry;  show  them  this,  honestly  and  eandldlT 

SDhit  it  out  to  them,  and  my  word  for  it  they  will 
Iways  pay  cheerfully  aoy  reasonable  tax  imposed 
Ihpon  them.  These  ineemftca  and  those  objects 
of  Ameiiean  hilei^  and  faon<Hr  arc,  in  mj  opin- 
ft)D,  in  bright  rerlew  before  as.  But  why,  sir, 
tfe  we  reierred  to  the  history  of  '98  as  a  case  in 
t^intl  Although  the  boniirable  gentleman  from 
Virsinia  (Mr.  Ravdolph)  has  learnedly  hartated 
ttreblstory  of  those  times,  and  giren  yon  a  hi- 
lliinouB  display  of  his  political  career,  yet  he  has 
Dot  thought  proper,  nt  least  on  this  occasion,  to 
8ho#  that  they  ate  at  all  analogous.  Sir,  what 
Is  the  real  history  of  that  eventfnl  period  7  It 
#is  ihis)  sir,  France  was  then  klrnggnngfor  ber 
Mbertr  against  all  the  crowned  heads  of  snrope, 
With  Bogland  at  their  head,  and  stmige  to  tell, 
bat  it  is  aeTiertheless  the  fact,  that  the  then  Ad- 
mrHrlstntion  of  this  country  was  abo  incrtned  to 
go  wftfa  tlie  royal  corps  to  strangle  and  destroy 
the  infant  Republic  of  Pranae,  then  in  its  cra- 
tlel  The  hoe  and  t:ry  Was  ■eebrdln^ly  raised 
tgaiost  FVance.  British  pifaiesand  ships-of-war 
Irere  capturing  our  merebantmeo  daily,  without 
much  noise  having  been  made  about  it.  The 
pirates  began  to  think  they  might  u  wril 
IMrtictpate  in  the  plomler  of  American  commerce 
as  theBriiisb — they  also  captured  some.  Nothing 
DOT  but  war  with  the  Directory  of  France  would 
do.  Taxes  were  imposed,  and  a  large  standing 
arOiiy  was  created.  Now,  sir,  the  people  of  this 
country  knew  that  this  pretext  would  not  do. 
Tbe  Amerrcau  cttirens  bad  not  forgotten  the 
debt  of  gratitude  tbey  owed  tbe  people  of  France, 
for  nobly  aiding  them  in  tbe  sacred  strangle  for 
their  independence  J  this  was  yet  fresh  m  their 
Viittds.  The  nation,  therefore,  eonid  not  hare 
hem  dragged  into  aneh  a  war.  Be8id%sir,  your 
citizens  Imew  that  tbe  IMrefetory  of  Franee  tit 
that  time  had  too  much  power  to  eoatead  agaittst 
at  hoihe,  to  send  anythioe  ^«  a  force  Co  nmt 
Uie  American  armies.  Then,  sir,  it  was  not 
'tjfktiM  the  expenses  of  supporting  an  atmy  your 
trnizens  complained;  it  was  the  diere  pretext, 
Witbont  a  just  foondation;  and  against  the  ek- 
trcmetmpoficy  of  waging'sueh  a  war.  the  people 
of  this  country  entered  their  solemn  protest ;  and 
'^h  these  tneasare^  together  with  the  Bedhiott 
'lfcw,f<Q  ttt«  AdmhittirMlott  difti  gaire  them  Unh* 


Sir,  W%at  Is  now  the  situAlion  of  the  coontlr  ? 
We  are  not  now  to  meet  a  debt  created  for  the 
purpose  of  going  to  war.  No,  sir.  It  is  a  large 
and  accumolated  debt  for  being  actually  engaged 
in  a  stale  of  war.  No  pretext  here.  It  is  in 
large  round  numbers.  I  shall  not  now  stop  and 
inquire  whether  it  was  a  just  or  unjust  war.  It 
is  sof&eieot  for  my  purpose,  that  it  was  declared 
by  the  proper  and  CooBtitutionsI  anthoritfes  of 
the  empire,  and  we  are  noW  called  upon  to  make 
ways  and  means  for  the  discharge  of  the  expense. 

Bome  gentlemen  think  that  tbe  customs  ari- 
sing from  tonnage  will  be  suftcieni  to  extinguish 
tbe  debt  in  eighteen  or  twenty  years^  others 
speak  of  borrowing  money  to  pay  the  interest. 
The  last  expedient  I  cannot  think  it  would  be 
wise  to  adopt.  A  nation  never  can  do  well  that 
has  to  borrow  money  in  time  of  pence.  Instead 
of  dfrniniahiBg  tbe  puWic  debt  it  is  adding  more 
to  it.  As  to  the  reyenue  ariiinr  from  commerce 
I  think  well  of  It.  Bttt  I  real^  do  net  think  it 
just  that  tbe  consumer  should  titerally  pay  the 
whole  debt  of  the  nation.  Besides,  sir,  I  do  not 
View  it  now  *s  altogether  a  certain  revenue,  it 
depends  too  much  on  the  winds  and  tides,  and 
die  good  understandif»g  of  those  nations  with 
whom  we  hare  intercourse.  All  may  be  dashed 
from  us  in  a  moment,  and  left  in  tbe  forlorn  sitn- 
ation  we  found  ourselves  in  tbe  year  1813jWben 
war  was  declared,  and  iMrt  a  cent  in  your  Treaa- 
nry,-^indeed,  upwards  of  a  milKoo  short  in 
meeting  the  current  expenses  Of  that  year.  Ate 
ffentlemen  prepared  to  fall  back  to  such  a  state  of 
tnings?  Will  snch  a  course  enable  na  manfaffy 
lo  meet  the  crisis,  at  no  great  distance,  I  fefer, 
will  burst  Qpon  as? 

Bot,  sir,  is  it  not  kttolm  that  tbe  ttereantfle 
worM  Is  at  this  anoment  inandated  with  k  vMt 
importation  on  hand  7  Perhaps  there  has  beeta 
within  these  ten  montha  more  goods  imported 
than  there  may  be  fbr  two  years  to  come  ;  aad, 
hrafciog  at  the  present  pratore  of  aftirs  with  the 
Old  World,'!  consider  this  revenue  too  precarious 
to  depend  alone  on  it  for  the  support  of  a  great 
and  growing  nation,  and  particularly  to  pay  off 
large  war  detrts  in  due  time.  I  am,  sir,  for  find- 
ing out  ways  and  means  to  discharge  this  debt  In 
our  own  times,  and  not  saddling  posterity  with 
it.  Tou  perceive  from  this  sentiment,  that  I  do 
not  adopt  the  minciple  ^at  "  a  public  debt  is  a 
public  Messing."  Tbe  debts  we  incur,  either  bf 
errors  or  judicious  acts,  let  us  provioe  for  the 

£ ay  meat  of  within  a  reasonable  time.  Let  tha 
eirs  receive  the  Inheritance  without  eneuaa- 
brance,  attd  tbe  weild  wKl  proDoanee  you  win 
and  jost. 

Now,  sir.  iriiat  is  the  anm  we  have  to  provMe 
Ibr;  the  tdd  and  new  debt  amouiHs  to  ncerif 
one  hnodred  aird  twenty  millions  of  dtrilavs. 
Prom  tbe  Treasury  report  it  appears  that  there 
will  be  demands  on  that  Department  ftr  the  lum 
of  9<2,884,869,  comprehending  the  <gf«ss  amount 
of  the  arrearages  or  the  War  Department,  and 
for  the  whole  of  tbe  aoatlng  debt  fbr  the  yen 
mC  To  meet  this,  the  revenue  that  wHl  pn^ 
ahly  accrue  ft*  that  yaar,  tAbag  tetd  view  afett 
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reduotioD  of  the  direct  tax,  aod  the  abolition  of 
•ome  other  duties,  will  amouat  to  $39,400,000, 
leaving  a  deficit  of  more  than  three  aod  a  half 
millioDs  of  dollars.  Thus,  sir,  standi  the  ae> 
count.  Notwithstanding  tbis,  it  is  right  to  abol- 
ish some  of  the  taxes  imposed  br  the  last  Con- 
gress, that  were  not  onlf  unproduetiv^  but  loo 
oppressire  on  iodostry  i  but  what  was  still  more 
atarmiag,  a  tax  on  knowUdge. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  strooff  reason  why 
we  should  continue  the  direct  tax  for  one  pear  at 
least.  We  do  not,  we  cannot  see  now  the  full 
extent  of  the  debts  against  the  Gorernment. 
Nearly  two  miliioas  are  to  be  paid  in  Tennessee 
to  the  brare  militia  and  rolunteera  of  that  State. 
There  is  still  a  larger  sum  in  Kentucky,  and 
there  are  considerable  demands  from  every  State 
in  the  Union.  Now,  an  appropriation  of  ten 
millions  of  dollars  baa  been  made ;  but  can  any 
one  tell  the  sam  that  will  be  required  to  meet 
the  provisions  of  those  bills  on  your  table,  1  trust 
wUl  pass  this  session  7  One  of  them  has  already 
passed,  providing  for  the  pay  of  lost  property 
daring  tne  late  war,  the  sum  entirely  nnknown* 
The  bill  establishing  an  addiilooat  military  acad- 
emy, and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  invalids  and 
Revolutionary  soldiers,  if  they  pass,  will  require 
an  additional  sum,  which  at  present  is  also  un- 
known. 

Can  I  then,  sir,  in  conscience  vote  against  the 
resolution,  when  the  salvation  of  those  meas- 
ures, just  in  themselves,  and  necessary,  depends 
much  on  the  success  of  the  system  of  revenue 
recommended  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  vote  against  any  reduc- 
tion of  the  Army  at  present,  or  of  the  Navy ; 
and  1  shall  now  beg  leave  to  examine  this  sub- 
ject for  a  moment.  As  it  regards  the  Army,  I 
do  not  conceive  that  ten  thotisand  regnlars  can 
ever  be  dangerous  to  eight  millions  of  freemen. 
The  only  question  is,  is  it  expedient  and  proper 
to  keep  up  that  number  in  iime  of  peaeef  If 
we  examine  the  affairs  in  Europe,  we  shall  see 
all  is  not  settled  in  that  quarter.  If  yon  will 
look  at  the  papers  on  yonr  uble,  lately  received 
from  the  Spanish  Minister,  yon  have  the  best 
reasons  that  can  be  offered  why  your  present 
force  should  be  retained.  But  of  this  SpaDish 
demand  I  shall  examine  hereafter.  I  consider, 
sir,  it  a  very  great  saving  to  the  people  to  have 
at  all  times  a  competent  force  to  be  brought  out 
on  ewery  emergency  that  may  bappen.  The  voice 
of  experience  will  tell  us  that  this  will  be  tbe 
greatest  gain.  It  never  will  do  in  any  Oovern- 
ment,  ana  particularly  in  a  free  one,  to  have  peo- 
ple called  from  their  homes,  from  the  pure  air 
they  inhale,  aod  be  eooped  up  in  camps  for  two 
or  three  luoaths  waiting  for  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  as  was  the  ease  at  the  city  of  Norfolk 
and  elsewhere  during  tbe  late  war.  And  what 
was  the  lad  conseqnenee?  Thonsands  of  the 
iHavest  and  finest  fellowa  in  the  world  died  with 
Mttp  disease  without  ever  seeing  tbe  enemy. 
Add  it  is  a  fact,  that  more  men  during  tbe  war 
4ued  of  disease  and  sickness  than  by  tbe  sword. 


And  it  will  eternally  be  the  ease,  where  the  yeo- 
manry of  the  country,  without  discipline,  be 
obliged  to  be  encamped  for  any  length  of  time. 
It  is  totally  ineiHuistent  with  their  habito  and 
mode  of  livi^  Our  militia,  sir,  are  empbati- 
call]{r  the  bulwark  of  your  liberties;  but  let  your 
armies  be  so  or^nized,  either  with  re^lnr  troops 
or  militia  previously  trained  and  disciplined,  aod 
somewhat  inured  to  cimp  duties,  or  to  wait  for 
tbe  enemy  aod  give  them  the  first  onset,  and 
then  have  your  militia  in  full  vigor  from  their 
homes  brought  into  action,  and  they  wUl  always 
give  you  a  good  account  of  the  enemies  of  your 
country. 

Let  the  period  of  their  call  be  for  a  very  short 
time,  and  the  moment  it  is  out  discharge  them, 
and  have  others  marching  to  the  tented  field  if 
necessary.  And  I  would  also  wish  to  see  tbe 
Government  in  funds,  always  to  pay  the  militia 
and  soldiers  tbe  moment  tbey  are  discharged.  In 
this  way  you  will  always  have  brave,  practical 
patriots,  and  good  soldiers  to  defend  you  io  simct 
of  danger.  Sir,  from  the  extensive  frmiier  we 
have  to  guard,  the  numerous  garrtsnu  we  bare 
to-uke  care  of,  and  from  the  appearance  of  the 
times,  I  do  humbly  apprehend  that  ten  ihouaaod 
regulars  will  not  be  too  many.  And  X  warn  the 
Government  to  sec  speedily  that  there  are  that 
number  now  io  service.  And  io  case  of  a  defi* 
ciency  I  would  have  it  immediately  made  up. 

I  need  not,  sir.  say  anything  in  praise  of  tbe 
Navy.  It  has  established  its  fame  by  reports 
more  loud  aod  effectual  than  anything  we  can 
utter.  It  is  fixed  on  a  basis  as  solid  aod  as  dura- 
ble as  tbe  adamaDtine  rock.  It  would  be  vain  to 
talk  about  it.  I  shall,  therefore,  be  for  a  gradual 
increase  of  our  oavv.  But  not  in  such  manner 
as  would  be  felt  by  the  people. 

The  present  direct  tax  will  not  be  oppressive 
upon  the  citizen.  A  man,  for  instence,  who  has 
real  estate  to  the  amount  of  $4,000,  will  not  hare 
to  pay  more  than  six  or  eight  dollars  per  annua 
10  nisGovernmcQL  The  honest  and  industrioas 
farmer,  who  has  not  a  vast  quantity  of  out  lands, 
can  never  feel  this  uz— particularly  when  he  re* 
fleets  that  he  is  contributing  bis  share  towards 
tbe  honor,  dignity,  and  credit  of  his  own  Gov- 
ernment. But,  sir,  this  tax  may  reach  the  great 
nabob  and  speculator,  who  have  monopolized 
large  tracts  of  country,  and  keep  the  same  in  the 
wild  forest,  to  tbe  great  injury  of  tbe  particular 
State  in  which  it  may  lie.  and  abo  to  the  United 
Sutes.  Sucb  pressure  1  shall  not  regret,  if  it 
becomes  tbe  means  of  ioduciog  those  gentlemen 
to  bring  their  lands,  or  a  part  of  tbero,  into  mar- 
ket, and  receive  a  just  equivalent  from  those  citi- 
zens disposed  to  purchase,  wbo  will  at  once  be 
adding  new  atreogth  and  wealth  to  the  oaiion. 

Permit  me  now,  sir,  briefly  to  notice  some  cf 
the  remarks  that  bare  fallen  from  my  hooMaUe  | 
friend  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  WaiaaT,)  and  the 
honoraUe  gentleman  irom  Massacbusetis,  (Mr.  i 
EiHO.)   Indeed,  sir,  I  merely  intended  to  reply  I 
to  my  worthy  friend  from  Maryland  on  yester- 
day, and  to  have  confined  myself  to  tbe  sinde 
question  before  the  Committee,  until  I  heatd  uw 
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geotlemaa  from  Missiebusetis  (Mr.  Kmo)  last 
erenia;.  He,  sir,  bas  lit  the  torch,  wbich  is  now 
ID  full  blaze,  and  will  enable  gentlemea  to  see 
Ibe  line  disiioctlf  drawn  beiweeo  us,  and  con- 
tact them  to  their  proper  stand.  I  regret  it 
much,  sir  ;  for  I  did  felicitate  myself  on  a  very 
harmoDious  session.  Yoq  coald  oot  perceive  the 
first  foar  or  six  weeks  we  sat  here,  any  line  of 
dUitactioD,  oranjr  party  feeling  amoae  us.  Gen- 
tlemen from  all  sides  of  tbe  House  independently 
supported  measures  according  to  their  best  judg- 
ment, r^ardless  of  party.  But  unfortunately  the 
mat>k  is  now  thrown  olT.  Tbe  gentleman  from 
Hasnchnaelis,  however,  most  know  that  w«  shall 
not  shrink  from  an  inTcstigation  of  the  coarse 
the  Administration  has  parsaed,  and  to  justify 
tbe  war  and  tbe  measures  that  were  adopted. 

It  seems  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land (Mr.  Wbiobt)  is  opposed  to  all  taxation, 
and  would  bare  the  Qorernment  rely  on  tonnage 
aUogetber.  1  believe,  sifj  the  gentleman  is  sin- 
cere in  his  project,  and  it  wilfdo  rery  well  so 
far  as  it  goes.  But  it  U  sufficiently  erideol  that 
it  ia  too  small  and  too  uncertain  to  meet  the  pres- 
ent -exigencies  of  tbe  Gorernment.  I  listened 
U»  the  gentleman's  speech  with  much  pleasure. 
It  was  to  be  sure  learned,  so  much  so,  that  I 
eoald  not  for  my  life  comprehend  all  of  it';  par- 
tieolarly  where  he  wishes  that  tbe  Presidential 
election  was  orer  a  month  ago.  Now,  sir,  what 
baa  this  election  to  do  with  the  quesitoo  before 
oat  I  presume  Tery  little.  As  a  member  of 
this  Hons^  I  conceive  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  That  great  and  important  election  is,  I  trast, 
to  be  left  to  Better  judges  than  the  honohable  gen* 
rlemau  and  myself— to  the  people  of  tbe  United 
States. 

If  tieh  has  been  said  about  my  honorable  friend 
ftom  Keniocky  (Mr.  Clat)  having  snuffed  the 
earnafe  at  Waterloo.  This  has  been  repeated 
of^en.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Kino)  now  says,  he  lit  a  torch 
there.  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  certainly 
has,  as  he  stated,  learned  a  sad  and  melancholy 
lesson  at  the  sight  of  that  place.  He  saw  the 
combination  of  a  number  of  petty  tyrants  united 
to  put  down  a  great  one.  They  have  succeeded, 
and  I  lament  tbe  result.  And  it  seems  that  my 
worthy  friend  is  of  opinion  that  France  is  down 
never  to  rise  again.  I  differ  with  him  Id  this 
sentiment.  Sir,  tbe  blood  of  Marshal  Ney  is  now 
reeking  before  high  HeaTen,  calling  aloud  for 
vengeance,  and  it  will  fall  most  assuredly,  sooner 
or  later,  oo  the  heads  of  those  who  have  perpe- 
trated that  foul  deed.  The  honorable  gentleman 
to  whom  I  have  so  often  referred  has  charged  my 
honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  of  having  been 
accessary  before  tbe  fact  in  bnrning  your  Capi- 
tol. Sir,  that  gentleman  stands  in  need  of  no 
encomium  from  me.  His  eminent  services  to  bis 
couDtry,aDd  bis  undeviating  patriotism,  have  for- 
ever endeared  him  to  bis  countrymea.  But  as 
the  honorable  member  from  Massschuseits  told 
jou  he  looked  much  on  the  dark  side  of  the  pic- 
ture, permit  me  again  to  draw  your  attention  fur- 
ther to  that  gloomy  aide,  and  perhaps  he  will  see 


the  true  causes  wbich  led  to  tbe  horning  of  tbe 
Capitol  of  this  empire.  He  will  observe,  on  that 
dark  picture,  a  strong  and  violent  oppositioo  in 
this  House  against  tbe  war,  of  wbirh  the  honora- 
ble gentlet^an  took  a  distinguished  part.  Their 
eloquence,  no  doubt,  had  soote  effect  on  tbe  peo- 
ple in  those  r^ions,  but  it  had  little  in  tbe  West. 
When  he  contemplates  this,  let  him  take  a  view 
of  the  conduct  of  his  own  dear  Governor  Strong, 
who  refused  to  obey  tbe  calls  of  tbe  General 
Government,  in  times  of  peril  and  danger,  in  call- 
ing oot  the  honest  and  brave  yeomanry  of  Mas- 
sachusetts in  defence  of  their  country.  Let  him, 
then,  cast  his  eyes  upon  the  Hartford  Convention. 
When  the  hoDorame  gentleman  is  tired  with 
these  scenes,  I  would  then  call  his  attention  to 
tbe  affair  at  Q,ueenstown.  Here  he  will  witness  ~ 
tbe  militia  of  New  York  contending,  on  Consti- 
tutional ground,  and  actually  disputing  the  point, 
in  sight  of  the  enemy,  whether  it  was  right  to 
kill  a  British  soldier  on  this  side  of  the  line  or  on 
the  other.  These  sad  occurrences,  during  the 
war,  led  to  some  fatal  disasters}  and  was  it  not 
for  tbe  bright  side  of  tbe  picture,  which  I  will 
now  presient  to  htm,  they  mi^ht  have  proved  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  this  country.  1  know 
tbe  gentlemsn  delights  to  contemplate  this  side 
occasionally,  for  he  has  more  than  once  compli- 
mented my  friend,  the  hero  of  New  Orleans,  for 
which  I  tender  him  my  thanks.  The  honorable 
gentleman  will  ^reetve,  that  notwitbstandiiy 
tbe  apathy  the  British  found  in  the  people  in  thu 
quarter,  the  moment  they  saw  the  Capitol  of  the 
empire  in  flamesj  their  soil  invaded  by  the  mod- 
ern barbarians  of  Europe,  that  moment  the)r  rose 
in  their  majesty.  What  is  tbe  fact?  Sir,  the 
very  people  who  were  panic-struck,  running  from 
the  Moody  plains  of  Bladeosburg  to  Montgom- 
ery Courthouse,  were  found  in  a  tew  weeks  after 
with  their  neighbors  manfully  defending  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  meeting  the  British  in  open  fight, 
and  leaving  their  chief  to  bite  the  ground.  -Need 
I  conduct  tbe  gentleman  to  the  scene  at  New 
Orleans?  Or  remind  him  of  the  empty  boasts  of 
Cockbarn  that  be  would  eat  bis  Christmas  din- 
ner in  that  city?  Sir.  they  expected  this  as  a 
sure  prize.  Indeed  I  nave  been  told  that  they 
were  prepared  to  colonize  that  country.  How 
great  moat  have  been  their  disappointment  I  The 
eighth  of  January  will  be  remembered  them 
as  long  as  they  are  a  nntion,  and  I  hope  in  Ood 
it  will  be  celebrated  by  as  as  an  annual  day  of 
grand  jubilee.  They  were  beat  and  literally 
mowed  down.  Never,  in  the  annals  of  warfare, 
was  it  yet  known^  such  a  prodigious  slaughter  on 
one  side,  and  so  little  on  the  other.  Sir,  the  hero 
Jackson  was  there.  But,  much  as  be  is  entitled 
to  the  just  plaudits  of  his  country,  and  the  admi- 
ration of  posterity,  yet  there  is  a  youth  of  whom 
little  has  been  said  in  this  place,  who  ought  to 
share  largely  in  the  glory  of  that  day — I  mean 
the  bold  and  intrepid  youth,  General  William 
Carroll,  of  Nashville.  Sir,  it  is  my  firm  belief, 
that  it  was  btm  and  the  bfsve  volunteers  and 
militia  from  the  State  of  Tennessee  who  saved 
your  city  from  the  grasp  of  the  invading  foe,  and 
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yoar  country  from  laia  aod  disgnce.  The  erent 
oould  Qot  be  oiherwise,  for  we  oad  ProvidsDce  oo 
our  side.  And  ibis  youth,  wtio  has  the  fire  atnd 
genios  ofa  Boaap^ite,  and  the  uiterriog  ftraiDe«B 
of  a  Jackflov,  never,  1  belier^  ia  hU  riiort  buf 
gbiiow  career,  has  once  failed  in  anf  enterprise 
be  hfs  undcrisken.  I  hope,  therefore,  without 
detatoiDg  the  Committee  with  a  particular  review 
of  the  noble  aad  glorious  deed*  of  valor  «obiere4 
^  bis  own  eouatrymeD  at  the  battlei  of  Bridger 
water  and  Chippewa,  the  hooorahle  nentlamiip: 
will  be  cooieateq  to  let  hlv  gloomy  iide  of  the 
pietwra  be  eterDalljr  shaded  by  the  brilliant  aod 
glorious  deeds  of  liU  late  war. 

The  geBtleman  wishes  that  every  freeholder 
in  the  Uoion  was  furoisbed  witb  a  copy  of  ibe 
««PrUal  report  of  the  Treasurer.  Sir,  I  jvio  him 
it  this  respect.  And  I  »h»U  certainly  eqdearor 
to  make  it  known  amww  my  constituents.  They 
viil  see  more  clearly  uom  this  very  able  report 
Ui0  absolute  ne«e8aiiy  of  adopting  the  oeaswe 
«PW  nnd«r  autsi^antion.  But  gantlema* 
wflnplaiiw  that  our  laie  CowflEyssioneca  of  Peace 
Intc  not  aitended  sufficiently  to  the  iuterett  of 
the  fisheries  in  the  treaty.  SiriiftbAl  treaty  bad 
90t  bean  signetl  at  tbnt  juaotore  of  tioM,  X  ask 
joa  in  wbat  situation  would  tbs  gentlein«n*a  fiah- 
wies  and  bis  constituents  be  at  tfaiv  moment? 
Instead  of  attending  to  complaints  of  Ahis  kind, 
va  would  Qow  be  probably  epga^d  ia  finding 
out  new  ways  and  means  of  taxation  to  support 
a  powerful  aroiyi  at  the  head  of  which  Qeaeral 
JTacksoB,  I  have  no  doubt,  would  hnre  celebrated 
the  first  day  of  May  (after  his  victory  at  Orleans) 
witb  the  citizens  of  Q,uebec.  I  hunoibly  ooncfive, 
therefore,  that  the  hooorabla  gentleman  has  no 
jwt  ground*  of  cnmpUint  agaiost  the  Commis- 
swwrs  for  the  treaty  tbey  did  maka,  On  the 
aontrary  be  nnd  bis  pcftple  owe  th«m  a  debt  of 
ftezoal  gratitude,  the  chief  of  wbom  (Mr.  Bat- 
Wd)  I  regret  is  no  more!  1  was  delighted  the 
other,  day  to  benr  tbe  geaileraan  fiom  VirgUiin 
(Mr*  BAHPftbra)  pronouaoe  such  an  elo^iuut 
aulegiUQ  on  the  memory  of  that  grnt  man. 
Sir,  It  dues  honor  to  bis  benrt  to  speak  in  sudi 
terms  of  bis  old  and  powerful  autagontst,  witb 
wbom  be  had  to  wield  the  sword  of  argoment  so 
oAea  in  this  House.  That  great  nan,  sir,  ms 
tbe  pride  aod  boast  of  the  Aipsrieao  naine  at 
borne  and  abroad,  altbougb  be  w«s  a  Fe^eialiat. 

as  long  a*  tbe  eto^ueni,  patriotic,  and  ac- 
eonuMishcd  statesman  is  estimated  among  man* 
Jcind,  his  name  will  be  cherished  aad  respected 
by  tbe  latest  geoeraUon  of  his  eountrymea.  Sir, 
1  will  not  say  with  tbe  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Emoolph,)  ibatTie  would  give 
^1  the  glory  acquired  in  tbe  laU  war  to  restore 
the  life  of  the  oelebcated  nod  much  lamented 
Daviea,  of  Kentucky,  bnl  this  I  will  say,  that  t^ 
have  met  with  the  late  and  much  estnmed  Com- 
inissioQer  in  this  place  now,  to  have  an  opportu- 
tiity  of  returning  to  him  my  sincere  acKoowl- 
cdgmeQts  for  bis  friendsbip  to  certain  I  am 
that  ii  would,have  been  tbe  greatest  gratification 
k  ever  can  enjoy  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  I  beg 
pardon,  sir,  for  this  digrcasion}  1  should  not  bnve 


introduced  the  topic,  however  sratefol  to  nu 
feelings,  bad  not  the  example  of  the  hoaorabu! 
gentleman  from  Virginin  (Mr.  Ranqoi^b)  pre- 
sented the  opportunity.  1  return  tbe  Coanniiiee 
ntr  sincere  thanks  for  the  polite  attentian  witb 
which  I  have  been  boitOTed*  I  sliall  upir  bMteit 
to  a  clese. 

The  wish  the  honpnible  gentleionp  fron;  fmr 
tucky  (Mr.  Clat)  expressed,  thnc  New 
could  be  free,  has  been  much  sneered  at  in  this 
Houae.  Sir,  I  an  one  who  most  cordially  join 
him  in  that  wish.  J^nd  I  hope  that  day  is  wK 
very  distant  wlten  that  cnnntry  shall  be  free  and 
inrupendent. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  tbe  people  whoo)  I  bare 
tbe  boDOt  of  represeming  did  not  murmur  ^bont 
tbe  payment  of  taxes.  It  i$  notorioias  tbejr  4i<l 
not.   But  tbey  complained  of  the  inequality  of 

iottc  direct  tax,  and  well  aoj  jusijiy  tbey  in'^bj;, 
[r.  Cbsirmso.  Many  of  them  were  paying 
fifty-six  and  sixty  cents  to  tbe  hundred  while  tbie 
pei^te  of  the  rich  and  ofHilent  couoty  of  Oaridr 
son  were  paying  not  more  tbnn  twenty  cents,  Jt 
shall  further  look  iptp  tbis  metter  during  ffit 
present  session,  and  see  wbetbei  there  cannot  bf 
a  more  eflecinw  remedy  applied  tbaa  heretofore* 
I  came  herc^  H'*  Chairman,  to  support  tne  jpst 
views  «nd  mcfunres  of  an  AdministratioD  wW^n 
I  believe  to  be  virtuous  and  nprigbt,  and  imm 
under  this  iowression,  Z  can  never  abandon  A 
course  which  I  most  soJemoJly  consider  tp  be  tbo 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  interest,  boo^r,  tai 
[tfosperjty  of  this  nation.  ! 

I  ask  again,  sir,  what  is  our  situation  with  Spsin  : 
at  this  moment  7  Look  at  the  cprrespopdeace  on  i 
your  teble  between  the  Minister  of  that  country 
and  your  Secretary  of  State  aod  you  will  per- 
eeive  tbe  ptosition  nssumed.  Whnt  does  tb.e  Span* 
isb  Minister  demend,  sir 7  Wby^  tbit  you  shoulii  ; 
give  up  part  of  your  tecritory  without  difcuaiion  i 
as  a  preuminniy  -to  future  nci;otiation,  nnd  more- 
over ib&t  the  raising  of  men  in  Tenoeasee  and 
^otucky  to  join  the  patrjou  in  New  Spain  i 
should  be  immediately  prohibited.   Sir,  I  would 
be  the  last  man  in  this  Hou«b  to  treat  foreign 
Ministers  with  disrespect  on  this  floor.  Biit  I 
most  be  permitted  to  assure  the  House  and  the 
nation  that  tbe  information  the  gentleman  hss 
received  as  it  ixspecis  the  raising  of  mep  in  tbiS 
State  of  Tennessee  is  not  correot,  and  I  belien 
I  might  vouch  for  Kentucky  also.  Sir,  the  peo- 
ple oT  Tennessee  are  too  patriotic  to  jojo  in  say 
crosade  a^inst  tbe  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Tbey  vrill  not  do  it.  But  make  it  legal  for  then 
to  co-operate  with  the  patriots,  and,  my  wo"!  ^9' 
it,  tbey  will  soon  give  you  a  good  account  of 
their  enemies.  Sir,  as  a  strong  proof  of  their  at- 
tachment to  their  country,  wbat  was  tbeir  con- 
duet  towards  tbe  eelebraied  Burt  when  be  WM 
among  them  endeavoring  to  raise  men  for  sons 
illegal  purpose  ?— we  cannot  now  call  it  Ireaxo- 
able the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  Suies 
has  settled  that  question.  But,  sir^  he  useif  sU 
bis  eloquent  address  to  procure  men  in  that  SittSi 
and  I  pray  you  how  many  followed  him?  i 
believe  noit  vaoKe  tbnb  twenty  or  thirty,  and  tbcse 
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wrie  priBcipaUy  bvfs.  And  those  rerj  boys,  so 
aoon  as  they  beg^  to  saspect  his  desigaa,  io- 
atutljr  deserted  bim.  Sir,  ^oa  need  bare  do  ap* 
prebeDsioD  of  treason  io  tbai  quarter.  Ooe  word 
more,  and  !  bare  done.  What  would  geatlemeo 
bare  ooatributed  to  have  saved  tbit  oouatrjr  from 
Ute  disgrace  of  Hall's  surrender  and  tbe  baroing 
of  yonder  Capitol?  Sir,  for  myself,  I  declare, in 
the  presence  of  this  House  and  my  Qod,  that  I 
would  rather  see  the  little  property  I  have  scal- 
Mwd  bdbie  Ik*  wi^s  of  Haaran  thaa  ezperitMS 
atwh  another  ahoek. 

WJies  BIr.  R.  had  oomlodcd.  Mr.  CUlvodh 
me. 

Mr.  Calhodk  commeoced  his  remarks  hy  ob* 
•erring,  tliat  there  w«re  in  the  aflalie  of  nMions, 
not  less  than  that  of  iadividuals,  nomeetSfOO  tbe 
proper  use  of  which  depended  their  fame^  proi- 
perUy  and  duration.  Snch  be  conaeired  to  be 
the  picseDC  sUoatiea  of  this  nation.  Recently 
•inecged  from  a  war,  we  find  oarselTcs  in  posaea- 
eaoDof  a  phnieal  and  moral  power  of  great  mag- 
■iiadej  and,  imprcssad  by  the  mislbrtuoea  whioh 
bare  rcsidied  Uom  tbe  mat  of  foreeaat  hereto- 
fere,  we  are  dispoeed  to  apply  oar  means  to  the 
purposes  most  rakiable  to  toe  country.  He  hoped 
ihat,  in  this  ioteresttog  sitaation,  we  should  be 
goiaed  by  ibe^ictatea  of  troth  and  wisdom  only ; 
UMt  we  ahonld  prefer  the  laming  happincas  of  our 
ttooatry  to  its  present  ease— «s  aecnritjr  t»  its 
pltaaurc— 'fair  honec  nad  rapoiaiioB  to  iaglfwioaa 
and  inaciira  lepoae. 

We  arc  now  catied  «a  to  determine  wtet  anuwnt 
ef  revenue  is  neeeseary  for  thia  eoontry  in  time 
of  peaee.  Thia  iavolres  the  additional:  ^ucstinn, 
Wut  are  tbe  means  which  the  true  iateresu  of 
this  eonntry  demand  ?  The  ^neipal  expense  of 
•ttr  Garernment  grows  eat  of  meaanrcs  necee- 
anry  for  its  defence;  and,  in  wder  to  decide  what 
«h(»e  measares  oaght  to  be,  it  will  be  proper  to 
inqnve  whai  ought  to  be  our  policy  towards  other 
Mtioos,  end  what  viU  probably  be  theirs  towards 
M?  He  inteatioiuUy  laid  oat  of  conai^raiian 
Um  fioaaeial  i^estioM  which  some  gentlemso 
Iwd  euatined  m  tbe  debate  ;  and  also  tbe  ques- 
lieo  of  retieitthraeois,  on.  which  he  would  only 
remark  that  he  hoped,  whnierer  of  ecooomy  en- 
tered into  the  measares  of  Conjpesa,  Ibcy  would 
be  dinsted  of  the  ehameter  of  parsimony. 

Beg  inning  with  the  poUey  of  thia  oeuairy,  it 
ooyhl,  he  said,  to  eorieapond  with  At  eharaeter 
of  Its  political  institotiona.  What,  then,  is  their 
character  1  They  rest  on  justice  and  reaaan. 
Those  being  the  fonadations  of  our  Ch»veroment, 
its  policy  o^bt  to  comport  with  them.  It  is  the 
dnty  of  ali  nations,  especially  of  one  whose  iusti- 
tntioaa  recognise  no  prineiide  of  force,  but  appeal 
to  Ttrtoe  for  their  strength,  to  act  with  justice 
and  moderation— with  moderation  approaching 
to  forbearance.  In  all  possible  conflicts  with  for- 
eign Powers,  our  QorernmeDt  should  be  able  to 
make  it  manifest  to  tbe  world  that  ix  lias  juiitiee 
on  its  side.  We  should  always  forbear,  if  possi- 
ble, until  all  should  be  satufied  that  when  we  take 
«p  acma  it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  conquest,  hot 
to  ff^jafin  oar  eiaenlial  nghl&  Our  Ctoffara- 
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meat,  bowerer,  is  also  founded  on  equality.  It 
permits  no  man  to  exercise  riolence;  it  permits 
none  to  trample  on  the  rigbts  of  bis  fellow-citixea 
with  impunity.  These  maxtms  we  should  also 
carry  into  our  intercourse  with  foreign  naiionat 
and,  as  we  render  justice  to  alt.  so  we  should  be 
prepared  to  exact  it  from  all.  Our  pcdicy  sbouid 
not  only  be  moderate  and  just,  but  as  high-mtaded 
88  it  is  raoderaie-  and  just.  This,  said  Mr.  €L, 
apiwars  to  me  tbe  true  line  of  coodnel.  la  the 
peliey  of  .nation^  said  he,  there  are  twoeairemea: 
ono  extreme  io  which  juatiee  and  modemtioa 
may  sink  into  feebleoeaa;  anothe^  in  which  thai 
lofty  spirit  which  ought  to  animate  all  natiOM^ 
particularly  free  ones,  may  mount  up  to  miliiarf 
riolence.  These  extremes  ought  to  be  eqoaHf 
aroided;  but,  of  the  two,  he  considered  thefimt 
far  the  most  dao^nms— Car  the  itaost  fatal; 
There  were,  he  said,  two  splendid  examples  ef 
nations  wbich  bad  ultimately  sunk  by  militarf  *i^ 
oleoee :  tbe  Romans  in  ancient  time— the  Freaoh 
in  modern.  But,  how  numerous  were  tbe  insla»* 
ocs  of  nations  gradually  sinking  into  notfaioftteaa 
through  imbecility  and  apathy  1  They  haire  mot, 
indeed,  struck  the  mind  so  ibreibty  as  the  inr 
stance  just  mentioned,  because  they  hare  stmfc 
iogloriously,  without  anything  in  their  dekeentle 
excite  either  admiration  or  respect.  I  eonsMec 
the  extreme  of  weakness  not  only  the  most  daa- 
gtffotts  of  itself,  said  Mr.  C,  but  as  Am  wuame 
to  which  the  people  of  this  oouatry  aie  peeuUatIr 
liable.  The  people  arc  indeed  high>ffliadedf  aaa 
therefore  it  may  be  thought  my  fears  are  oofoaa^ 
ed.  But,  they  are  blessed  with  much  happioeaa 
momt,  political,  and  pby«cal ;— these  operate  on 
the  disposiiioos  and  habiu  of  this  people,  with 
MHHtethtng  like  the  efiects  attiibuted  to  Soetheca 
climates:  they  dispose  them  to  pleasure  and  inaa- 
tiviiy,  except  io  pursuit  of  wealth.  X  aead  net 
ftli^wal  to  the  past  history  of  the  country ;  to  the 
ittditpoaition  of  this  people  to  war,  fram  the  sem- 
meaoement  of  the  Gorernnwot,  arisMjg  from  the 
oature«f  our  babitL  and  the  disposition  to  par- 
sue  those  eoursea  wntah  ooatrtbute  to  swell. eat 
prirate  fortanes.  We  incline,  not  only  from  the 
caases  already  mentioned,  but  from  the  nature  ef 
our  foreign  velatioaa,  to  that  fieeble  policy,  wkiab 
I  coDstder  aa  more  dangerous  ihu  the  other  cc- 
tieme.  We  hare,  it  ia  true^  danean  to  appaa- 
beod  from  abroad,  but  they  are  nr  off,  at  the 
distance  of  4bree  teouaaDd  miles,  which  prereala 
that  oootinaed  dread  which  they  woaM  excite  if 
in  our  neighborhood.  Besides,  we  can  hare  no 
toeign  war  which  we  abould  dread,  or  ought  4o 
fear  to  meet,  but  a  war  with  EogUod ;  but  a  war 
with  her  hre^  in  on  the  whole  industry  of  the 
couoiry,  and  afiiects  all  its  prirate  pursuits.  On 
this  account  we  prefer  sufieriog  rery  great  wrongs 
from  her,  rather  than  to  redress  them  by  areas. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Peonsylraaia  asked,  if  the 
country  did  forbear  till  it  fell  disgrace,  whoae 
lault  was  it?  Not,  be  said,  that  of  the  adminis- 
trations of  Washington  and  Adams;  for  Dciiber 
of  them  had  left  it  so.  A  few  words,  said  ISir.  C., 
on  this  point.  The  fault  was  priacipalty  io  net* 
ther  of  our  aareial  Admiaiatcatiooa— in  neilhcK 
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of  the  two  great  parties.  It  arose  from  tbe  iodis- 
position  of  the  people  to  resort  to  arms,  from  the 
leaaoo  already  assigned.  It  arose  also  from  two 
ineideoul  cireamstaaees — the  want  of  prepara- 
tloD,  and  the  notried  character  of  our  GoverD- 
meDi  ia  war.  Bol,  there  were  other  cireamstaD- 
sn  eODneeied  witli  the  ptrty  to  which  the  geo- 
tfenuD  beloDgs,  which  caased  the  eoaotry  to 
ibrbear  loo  long.  That  party  took  adTaotage  of 
the  indisposition  of  the  people  to  an  English  war, 
wd  preached  u|)  the  adraotages  of  peace,  when 
it  bed  become  igaomiDious,  and  until  we  had 
•eareeljr  the  ability  to  defend  oarselres.  The  gen- 
tlemao  from  Peonsylraoia  further  said,  if  peace 
had  not  been  made  when  it  was,  we  should  not 
kare  been  here  deliberating  at  this  time.  This 
assertion  is  an  awful  one,  if  true.  If  the  nation 
was  on  the  verge  of  ruin,  the  defects  which  brought 
it  to  that  siiuatioQ  oagbt  to  be  koowo,  probed, 
and  corrected,  even  if  they  rose  out  of  the  Coo- 
•tituiioD.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  it  is  an  assertion  that 
ought  not  to  be  lightly  made.  The  effects  are 
daogerons  j  for  what  man  hereafter,  with  sneh 
consequences  before  bis  eye^  would  renture  to 
propose  a  warf  If  sneh  were  the  admitted  fact, 
•  fomre  enemy  would  persist  in  war,  expeetiug 
the  country  to  sink  before  hi*  ^rts ;  bis  arms 
would  be  steeled,  his  exertions  nerved  against  as. 
The  position  was,  io  every  view,  one  of  suoli 
dangerous  bearing  oa  the  future  relations  of  the 
country,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  admitted  without 
the  strongest  proofT  What,  said  Mr.  C,  was  the 
fiwt  1  What  had  been  the  progress  of  events  for 
a  few  months  preceding  the  termination  of  the 
war?  At  Baltimore,  at  Plattsburg,  at  New  Or- 
leans, the  invaders  had  been  sicDalTy  defeated :  a 
sew  spirit  was  diffused  tbroogli  the  whole  mass 
of  the  community.  Can  it  be  believed,  then,  that 
the  Qovernment  was  on  the  verge  of  dissolution  t 
No,  itir;  it  never  stood  firmer  on  its  basis  than  at 
that  moment.  It  was  true^  indeed,  we  labored 
nnder  great  difficulties;  hut  it  is  an  observation 
made  by  a  statesman  of  great  sagacity,  (Kdmund 
Burke,)  when  Pitt  waa  anticipatiog  the  downfkll 
of  France  through  her  finances,  that  an  instance 
is  not  to  be  found  of  a  high-minded  nation  sink- 
ing under  financial  difficulties.  And  it  would 
have  been  exemplified  in  our  country,  had  the 
war  continued.  Men  on  all  aides  began  to  unite 
in  defence  of  tbe  country ;  parties  in  this  House 
began  to  rally  on  this  point;  and,  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  been  a  member  at 
that  time,  he  also,  from  what  he  has  said,  would 
have  taken  that  ground.  The  gentleman  bad 
taken  a  position  on  this  point  as  erroneoos  as  it 
was  dangerous ;  and,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  thought 
proper  thus  to  notice  it. 

I,  As  a  proofj  said  Mr.  C,  that  the  situation  of 
tbe  counuy  naturally  inclines  as  to  too  much 
feebleness  rather  than  too  much  violence,  I  refer 
to  the  fact,  that  there  are,  on  this  fioor,  men  who 
are  entirely  opposed  to  armies,  to  narie^  to  every 
means  of  drfence.  Sir,  if  their  politics  prevail, 
the  country  wilt  be  disarmed,  at  the  mercy  of  any 
foreign  Power.  On  the  other  tide,  sir^  there  is 
no  excess  of  military  ferror,  no  parly  ineUatng 
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to  military  despotism ;  for,  though  a  charge  of 
such  a  disposition  has  been  made  by  a  gentleman 
io  debate,  it  is  without  the  shadow  of  loundatioo. 
What  is  tbe  fact  in  regard  to  the  Army?  Does 
it  bear  out  his  assertion  ?  Is  it  even  proportion* 
alljr  larger  now  than  it  was  in  1801  and  1802,  the 
period  which  the  gentleman  considera  as  tbe  j 
standard  of  political  perfreiion?  It  was  then  ] 
about  four  thousand  men ;  it  was  larger  in  pro- 
portion  than  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  wooU  I 
now  be.   The  charge  of  a  dtsposiiioo  to  make 
this  a  military  Government,  exists  only  la  the 
imaginations  of  ^ilemen ;  it  cannot  be  au^ 
ported  by  facts;  it  is  etmtrary  to  proof  and  te 
evidence. 

Having  dismissed  this  part  of  the  subject,  Mr. 
C.  proceeded  to  consider  another  part  of  it,  io  his 
opinion,  equally  imporunt,  viz:  What  will  be  I 
the  arobabfe  policy  of  other  nations?  With  the  I 
world  at  large,  said  he,  we  are  oow  at  peace.  1 
know  of  no  nation  with  which  we  shall  probably 
come  into  collision,  unless  it  be  with  Great  Brit< 
ain  and  Spain.   With  both  of  these  nations  we 
have  considerable  points  of  collision,  t  htme  ibis  ) 
eountr]r  wilt  maintain,  in  r^td  to  both  of  them,  I 
the  stnetest  jastiee ;  but  with  both  these  nationa  \ 
there  is  a  poesibility,  sooner  or  later,  of  our  beiag 
engaged  in  war.  As  to  Spain  I  wilt  say  notf  ^ 
ing,  because  ahe  is  the  inferior  of  the  two,  and 
those  mearares  which  apply  to  the  superior  pow- 
er,  will  inelade  all  the  inferior.   I  shall  eoiuider 
our  relations,  then,  with  England  only. 

Peace  now  exists  between  tbe  two  conntriea. 
As  to  its  duration  1  will  give  no  opinion,  except 
that  I  believe  the  peace  will  last  the  longer  for  ' 
the  war  which  has  just  ended.   Evidences  have  ' 
been  furnished,  during  tbe  war,  of  the  capacity 
and  character  of  this  nation,  which  will  make  bet  :^ 
indisposed  to  try  her  strength  with  tu  on  alight  ^ 
grounds.   But,  what  is  the  probable  course  of 
evenia  reapeeiing  tbe  farther  relations  betwwa  i 
the  two  eonntries?  England  is  the  most  fornu-  : 
daUe  Power  in  the  world — she  has  the  most  oa-  [ 
merotu  army  and  navy  at  her  command. 
on  the  contrary,  are  the  most  growing  naiioa  oa 
earth ;  most  rai>idly  improving  in  those  very  pai^ 
ticulars  in  which  she  exceb.    This  questioa, 
then,  presenu  itself:  will  the  greater  Power  per* 
mit  the  less  to  attain  iu  destined  greatneas  by 
natural  growth,  or  will  she  take  measure*  to  dis- 
turb it  ?  Those  who  know  the  history  of  natioac 
will  not  believe  that  a  rival  wilt  look  unmoved 
on  this  prosperity.   It  has  been  said,  that  nations 
have  heads,  hut  no  hearts.   Every  statesaian, 
every  one  who  loves  his  country,  who  wishes  to 
maintain  the  dignity  of  that  country,  to  see  it 
attain  the  summit  of  greatness  and  prosperity, 
regards  the  progress  of  other  nations  with  a  jeu- 
oos  eye.   Tbe  Knglish  statesmen  have  always 
so  acted,  i  And  no  fault  with  them  on  that  ao- 
count,  bat  rather  to  point  it  out  ax  a  princi|de 
which  ought  alto  togovem  our  eondoet  in  regard 
to  them.  Will  Qnu  Briuin  permit  us  to  go  on 
in  an  notnterrupted  march  to  the  height  tu  oh- 
tional  greatness  and  prosperity  ?  I  fear  not.  Bat, 
admittuf  the  eooncib  on  ilut  aide  of  the  vaitr 
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to  be  goKvoed  by  a  degree  of  magoaiiimity  and 
jiMlie^  th»  world  baa  serer  experieneed  from 
tbetOt  and  I  Am  wamated  in  Myiog  never  will, 
mar  not  some  unforesceo  coUisioa  inrolve  you 
in  bOKtilities  with  Qreat  Britain  ?  GentlempD 
on  the  other  side  have  said,  that  there  are  poiots 
of  difference  with  that  nation,  (existiog  prior  to 
the  war,)  which  are  yet  aDsettied.  I  grant  it.  If 
sach,  then,  be  the  fact,  does  it  not  show  tbat 
points  of  eollisioQ  reuMin ;  that,  wbenever  -the 
same  condition  of  the  world  that  existed  before 
the  war  shall  recur,  the  same  collisions  will  prob- 
ably uke  place?   If  Great  Brtuin  sees  the  op- 
portoDity  of  enforcing  the  same  doctrines  we 
baTe  already  contested,  will  she  not  seize  it  9  Ad- 
mitting thiseonntry  to  maintain  that  policy  which 
it  oagnt}  that  its  eoaoeils  be  gorcrned  by  the 
most  perfeet  iastiee  and  moderation,  we  yet  see, 
•aid  Mr.  C,  that,  by  a  diArenee  of  views  on  es- 
sential pointi^  tbe  peace  between  the  two  nations 
is  liable  to  bejeopardixed.  1  em  sore  tbat  fotare 
wars  with  B^gland  are  not  only  possible,  hot  I 
wiii  say  more,  that  they  are  highly  probable- 
day,  that  they  will  eertaioly  take  place.  Future 
wars,  I  fear,  with  the  honorable  Speaker,  future 
wars,  long  and  bloody,  will  exist  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain — 1  lament  it — bat  I 
will  not  close  my  eyes  on  future  etreots— I  will 
not  betray  tbe  high  tmst  reposed  in  me — I  wHl 
speak  wut  I  belieTe  to  be  true.   Yon  will  have 
to  encounter  British  jealousy  and  hontility  in 
every  shape,  not  immediately  manifested  by  open 
force  or  vtoleoee,  perhaps,  bat  by  indirect'attempts 
to  eheck  your  growth  and  prosperity.   As  far  as 
they  can,  they  will  disgrace  everything  connected 
with  you;  her  revieweri,  pangrapbUis, and  trav- 
ellera,  will  assail  yon  ana  yonr  lustitutions,  and 
mo  rataos  will  be  left  nntried  to  bring  you  to 
eoatemn  yoarsclrti^  and  be  contemned  by  others. 
I  thank  my  God,  they  have  not  now  the  means 
of  effaeting  it  which  they  once  bad.  No ;  tbe 
^te  war  has  given  yon  a  mode  of  feeling  and 
tbinktng  which  forbids  the  aekoowledgmeot  of 
aatioaal  inferiority,  tbat  first  of  political  evils. 
Had  we  not  encountered  Qreat  Britain,  we  should 
DOt  have  had  tbe  brilliant  points  to  rest  on  wbicb 
we  now  bare.   We,  toa  have  now  our  heroes 
and  Ulnstrioas  actions.  If  Britain  has  her  Wel- 
lington, we  have  oar  Jaeksons,  Browns,  and 
Seoito.  If  she  has  her  naval  heroes,  wc  have 
them  not  less  renowned,  for  they  have  snatched 
the  laarel  from  her  brows.  It  is  impossible  that 
we  can  now  be  degraded  by  comparisons ;  I  trust 
we  are  equally  above  corruption  and  intrigue; 
it  only  remainiS        to     ti*"  eoatest  by  loree 
of  anas. 

Let  OS  iiow,8aid  Mr.  C,  consider  the  measures 
of  pteparatioD  which  aoond  policy  dictates.  First, 
then,  as  to  extent,  without  refeieote  to  the  kind : 
They  ought  to  be  graduated  by  a  relerence  to  the 
character  and  capacity  of  both  countries.  Eag- 
land  exuels  in  means  all  countries  that  now  exist, 
or  ever  did  exist;  and  has,  besides,  great  moral 
resources — intelli^t  and  renowned  for  masou- 
line  virtues.  On  our  part  our  measnres  ought  to 
eorrespond  with  that  Mty  policy  which  becomes 
14ih  Gov.  1st  Sb8s.«S7 
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freemen  determined  to  defend  our  rights.  Thus 
eircnmstaneed  on  both  sides,  we  oucht  to  omit  no 
preparation  fairly  in  our  means.  Next,  as  to  tbe 
species  of  preparation,  which  opens  subjects  of 
great  extent  and  iniporiaDce.  The  Navy  most 
certainly,  in  any  point  of  view,  occupies  the  first 
place.  It  is  tbe  most  safe,  most  ef^ctual,  and  the 
cheapest  mode  of  defence.  For,  let  tbe  fact  be 
remembered,  our  navy  costs  less  per  man,  includ- 
ing all  the  amount  of  extraordinary  expeaditores 
on  the  Lakes,  than  our  army.  This  is  an  import 
tant  faot,  which  ought  to  be  fixed  in  the  memory 
of  the  House;  for,  if  (hat  force  be  tbe  roost  efll- 
cient  and  safe,  which  is  at  the  same  time  the 
cheapest,  on  that  should  be  our  principal  reliance. 
We  have  heard  much  of  the  danger  of  standing 
armies  to  our  liberties— the  objection  cannot  be 
made  to  the  Navy.  Generals,  it  must  be  ackoow- 
led|red,  have  often  advanced  at  tbe  head  of  armies 
to  imperial  rank  and  power;  but  in  what  instance 
had  an  Admiral  usurped  on  the  liberties  of  his 
country?  Put  our  strength  in  tbe  Navy  for 
foreign  defeoee,and  we  shall  certainly  escape  tbe 
whole  catalogue  of  possible  ills,  painted  by  gen- 
tlemen on  tbe  other  side.  A  naval  power  attacks 
that  couotry,  from  whose  hosttlity  alone  we  have 
anything  to  dread,  where  she  is  most  assailable, 
nod  defends  this  country  where  it  is  weakest. 
Where  is  Great  Britain  most  vulnerable'!  In 
what  point  is  she  most  accessible  lo  attack  7  In 
her  commerce— in  her  navinition?  There  she 
is  not  only  exposed,  but  the  Mow  is  fatal.  There 
is  her  strength;  there  is  the  secret  of  her  power. 
Here,  then,  if  ever  it  become  necessary,  you  ought 
to  strike?  Bui  where  are  you  most  exposed? 
On  the  Atlantic  line — a  line  so  long  and  so  weak 
tbat  you  are  peculiarly  liable  to  be  assailed  in  it. 
How  is  it  10  be  defended?  By  a  navy,  and  by  a 
uavy  alone  ean  it  be  effielently  defended.  Let 
us  look  back  to  the  time  when  the  enemy  was  in 
possession  of  tbe  whole  line  of  the  seacoast, 
moored  in  yonr  rivers,  and  ready  to  assault  you 
at  every  point.  Tbe  facts  are  too  recent  to  re- 
quire to  be  painted.  1  wilt  only  generally  state 
that  your  commerce  was  cut  up ;  your  specie  cir- 
culation  destroyed ;  your  internal  commuaicatien 
ioterrupted ;  your  best  and  cheapest  highway  be- 
ing entirety  in  possession  of  the  eBemy;  your 
ports  foreign,  the  one  to  the  other ;  your  Treasury 
exhaosted  in  merely  defensive  preparations  and 
militia  requisitions;  not  knowing  where  you 
would  be  assailed,  you  had  at  the  same  moment 
to  stand  prepared  at  every  point.  A  reeerrenee 
of  this  state  of  things,  so  oppressive  to  the  conn- 
try  in  the  event  of  another  war,  could  be  pre- 
vented only  by  tbe  estaUishmeot  and  mainte- 
nance of  a  sufficient  naval  force.  Mr.  C.  said 
he  bad  thought  proper  to  press  this  point  thns 
strongly,  beoauee,  though  it  was  generally  as- 
sented to  that  the  Navy  ought  to  be  increased,  be 
found  that  assent  too  cold,  and  the  approbatioii 
bestowed  on  it  too  negative  in  its  character.  It 
ought,  it  is  said,  to  be  gradually  increased,   ir  the 

I Navy  is  to  be  increased  at  alt,  let  its  augmenu- 
tion  be  limited  only  bjr  yonr  ability  to  build, 
t^Beer,  and  man.  If  it  u  the  kisd  of  force  moat 
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tMit,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  ^fetcDt  to 
gnard  against  foreigQ  iovasion,  or  repel  foreigo 
u^ressioD,  yon  oaght  to  put  your  whole  force  on 
Ue  wa  side.  It  is  estimated  that  we  bare  In  oar 
aoontrf  eighty  thoasaod  sailors.  This  wonld 
mable  us  to  man  a  considerable  fleetj  which,  if 
well  directed,  would  gire  as  the  habitual  com- 
nand  oo  our  coast — an  object,  in  every  point  of 
riew,  so  desirable.  Not  that  we  ought,  hastily, 
without  due  preparation,  under  present  circum- 
stances, build  a  hirse  number  of  vessels;  but  we 
Oiuht  to  commence  preparation,  establish  docks, 
eoUeet  timber  and  naval  storee,  and,  as  soon  as 
the  materiab  are  prepared,  we  oaght  to  com- 
mnee  bailding  to  the  extent  which  I  have  men- 
'  tioned.  If  anything  can  preaarre  the  eooniry  in 
lis  ooit  Imminent  daBgera  from  abroad,  it  Is  this 
Meoies  of  annament.  If  we  derire  to  be  free  froaa 
»ture  wars,  as  I  hope  we  may,  this  is  the  only 
way  to  effect  it.  We  shall  bore  peace  then,  and 
what  is  of  still  higher  moment,  with  perfect  se- 
oority. 

In  remrd  lo  our  present  Military  BstaUish- 
meat,  Mr.  C.  said,  it  was  small  enoogh.  That 
point  the  honorable  Speaker  had  fully  demon- 
•ttated :  it  was  not  sufficiently  large  at  preeent  to 
oocai^  all  our  fortresses.  Oentlemen  hadspoken 
in  favor  of  the  militia  and  aninst  the  array,  to 
regard  to  the  militia,  said  Mr.  C,  I  would  go  as 
ikr  as  any  gsntleman,  and  considerably  farther 
tbMU  those  would  who  are  so  violently  opposed  to 
our  small  amy.  I  would  not  only  arm  the  militia, 
but  I  would  extend  tbar  term  of  acrviMf  and 
■M^  them  efficient.  To  talk  aboot  the  efficiency 
of  militia  called  into  service  for  six  raonths  only, 
la  to  impoee  on  the  peoph ;  it  is  to  rain  them  with 
iaUe  hopes.  I  koow  the  danger  of  large  staod- 
inr  armies,  said  Mr.  C.  I  know  the  miliiia  are 
the  t£«e  foree;  that  no  nation  can  be  safe  at  home 
and  abroad  which  has  not  an  efficieat  militia; 
but  the  time  of  service  ought  to  be  enlarged,  to 
enable  them  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  duties 
of  theeamp,  to  let  the  habits  of  civH  life  bebrtAeo. 
For  though  militia,  freshly  dravo  from  their 
homes,  may,  in  a  moment  of  enthusiasm,  do  great 
•ervice,  as  at  New  Orleans ;  in  general  they  are  not 
ealenlated  for  service  in  the  field,  uoiil  time  is 
allowed  for  them  to  acquire  habits  of  discipline 
and  subordination.  Your  defence  ought  to  de- 

Kd,  on  the  land,  on  a  regular  draoght  from  the 
y  of  the  people.  Itis  Uituin  timeof  war  the 
hanoess  of  rcemlttng  will  be  dtqimsed  with— a 
mode  of  defendiiig  the  ooantrv'  every  way  nncoa- 
geoial  with  our  RepobUean  institations— nncei^ 
tain,  alow  in  its  operation,  and  expensive,  it  draws 
from  society  its  worse  materials,  introducing  into 
our  army,  of  necessity,  all  the  severities  wbioh 
«c  exercised  in  that  of  the  roost  despotle  Gov- 
ernment. Thus  compounded,  our  army,  in  a 
great  degree,  lose  that  enthusiasm  which  citizen- 
soldiers,  conscious  of  liberty,  and  fighting  in  de- 
fence of  their  country,  have  ever  been  animated. 
All  freenaiions  of  antiquity  intrusted  the  defence 
of  the  country,  not  to  the  dregs  of  sncieiy,  but  to 
the  body  of  cuizens;  hence  that  heroism  which 
mndan  times  may  admire  bat  eauwt  cqtMl.  I 


know  that  I  otter  truths  unpleasant  to  those  whs 
wufa  to  enjoy  liberty  without  making  the  efforts 
necessary  to  secure  it.  Her  lavor  is  never  wn 
by  the  cowardly,  the  vicious,  or  indolent.  It  has 
been  said  by  some  physicians  that  life  is  a  forced 
state  ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  freedom.  It  re- 
quires efforts;  it  presappows  mental  and  moial 
qualities  of  a  high  order  to  be  g«ierally  diffused 
in  the  society  where  it  exists,  ^t  mainly  stands 
on- the  faithful  discharge  of  two  great  dntia 
which  every  citizen  of  proper  age  owes  the  Re- 
public :  a  wise  and  virtooos  exercise  of  the  right 
of  suffrage,  and  a  prompt  and  bnve  defence  sf  i 
the  eoantry  in  the  hoar  of  danger.  The  first  ' 
symptom  of  decay  has  ever  appeared  in  tbo  bask- 
ward  and  negligent  discharge  of  the  latter  d«y. 
Those  who  are  aettaaintcd  with  the  histofiaas  | 
and  orators  of  antiquity  know  the  (rath  of  this  I 
assertion.  The  least  dteay  of  patriotism,  the  least 
verging  towards  pleaaore  ana  loxury,  will  there 
immediately  discover  itself.  Large  standing  and  : 
mercenary  armies  then  become  neeesssry;  and  ! 
those  who  are  not  willing  to  render  the  mijriarf  1 
service  essential  to  the  defence  o[  their  rights,  j 
soon  find,  as  they  ought  to  do,  a  master.  It  is  the 
order  of  nature,  and  cannot  be  reversed.  This 
would  at  once  pat  an  adequate  force  in  your 
hands  and  render  yon  secure.  I  cannot  agtee 
with  those  who  think  that  we  are  free  from  du- 
ger,  and  need  not  prepare  for  it,  becanse  we  have 
no  nation  in  our  immediate  neighborhoed  to 
dread.  Raeollect  that  the  nation  with  whom  we 
have  re6ently  terminated  a  aeverc  eooliot,  lives 
on  the  bosom  of  the  &vtpi  that,  although  three 
thousand  miles  of  oeean  tnterveoe  betweea  n, 
she  can  attack  you  with  as  much  facility  as  if 
she  had  but  two  hnndrad  or  two  hundred  sad 
fifty  miles  over  lend  to  march.  She  is  as  nw 
you  as  if  she  occupied  Canada,  instead  of  the 
islands  of  Qreat  Britain.  You  bare  the  power  of 
assailing  as  well  as  beiog  assailed ;  her  prOTinott 
bwderoQ  our  territory;  the  dread  of  losing  whieh) 
if  you  are  prepared  to  attack  them,  will  ceotfi- 
bnte  to  that  ^cace  which  every  honest  man  Is 
anxious  to  mawiain  as  long  as  poasible  wiih^hat 
country. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  a  point  of  less  bni  yet 
of  great  importance — he  meant  the  estaUishaMt  i 
of  roads  and  opening  canals  ih  varioas  parts  ef 
the  coontry.  Tour  country,  said  he,  haa  certaia 
points  of  feehleness  and  oertain  poiau  of  ainafth 
about  it.  Year  feeUeaess  should  be  remsvfd, 
your  strength  improved.  Your  popolatlott  is 
widely  dispemd ;  though  this  is  greatly  advaa- 
tageoos  in  i»m  respect,  that  of  preventing  the 
country  from  being  peimanently  conqocfo^  it 
imposes  a  great  dimcolty  ia  defending  yoar  ter- 
ritory from  invasion,  becanse  of  the  diffiealty  « 
trsnsporution  from  one  point  to  ancKher  of  jam 
widely  extended  frontier.  We  ought  to  cM- 
tribute  as  much  as  possible  to  the  formatios  of 
good  military  roads,  not  only  on  the  score  of  gen- 
eral  political  economy,  but  to  enable  as  on  etatf- 
geoeies  to  collect  ihe  whole  mass  of  oor  military 
means  on  the  point  menaced.  The  people  ate 
brave,  great,  and  spirited  j  hat  they  mw^  6* 
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broof  hi  together  in  soffietent  naiaber  aod  witb  a 
eeriMi  m»mptitode  to  eoaUe  them  to  act  with 
efiot.  The  impntanee  of  militarj'  roads  wai 
well  koown  to  the  Romane:  the  remains  of  their 
roads  eiist  to  this  da^;  some  of  them  ODiojared 
by  the  ranges  of  time.  Let  us  make  great  per- 
maent  roads,  oot  lihe  the  Romans,  with  Tiews 
of  sabjecliog  and  ruling  prorinees,  bat  for  the 
more  bonoraole  purposes  ofdefeoce,  and  eooneet- 
io^  moreeioself  tbe  interests  of  rarions  sections 
or  this  great  ooantry.  Let  anjr  one  look  at  the 
vast  cost  of  traDsporiatioo  daring  the  war — much 
of  which  is  chargeable  to  the  want  of  good  roads 
and  canals — aod  he  wilt  not  deny  the  rast  impor- 
laoce  of  a  doe  attention  to  this  subject. 

Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  another  topic,  the  encoor- 
tgemeat  proper  to  be  afforded  to  the  industry 
«  the  eoantry.  '  In  regard  to  tbe  question  faow 
far  manofiwturea  ought  to  be  fostered,  Mr.  C. 
said  it  was  the  dmjr  of  this  country,  as  a  means 
of  dcfeace,  to  encourage  the  domestic  industry 
9(  the  eonnttf ;  more  especially,  that  part  of  it 
which  prorides  the  necessary  materials  for  clo- 
thing and  dcfnee.  Let  us  took  at  the  nature 
v/[  the  war  most  likely  to  occnr.  Boglaod  is 
ia  pesnisioB  «f  the  oecan.  No  maa,  bowerer 
saagMe,  can  beliere  that  we  «att  deprire  Iwr 
isoaof heriwedominanoetbere.  Thateontrol de- 
prim  os  or  the  means  of  maintaining  onr  Army 
sod  Nary  cheaply  clad.  Tbe  question  relating 
to  manufactures  must  not  depend  on  tbe  abstract 
ptaciple  that  industry,  left  to  pursue  iu  own 
coarse,  will  find  in  its  own  interest  all  tbe  en* 
eeoragemcDt  that  is  neeessarr.  I  lay  tbe  claims 
if  the  mannfaeturers  eattrely  out  of  Tiew,  said 
Ur.  C,  bat  on  general  priaetples,  witbont  regard 
la  their  interest,  a  eertaia  encouragement  should 
be  cBleiided,  at  lois^  to  ow  wo<men  and  eolton 
■a&tifltelnm. 

There  was  another  pnnt  of  prenration  iriiieh, 
Mr.  C.  said,  ought  not  to  be  orerlooked— the  de- 
fenco  ot  mr  coast  by  means  other  tbaa  the  Nary, 
on  wlkieb  we  ought  to  rely  mainly,  but  not  en- 
tirelf.  Tbe  ooaat  Is  our  weak  part,  which  ought 
to  ba  ^leodered  strong,  if  it  be  in  our  power  to 
make  it  so.  There  are  two  points  on  our  coast 
particnlarly  weak,  the  months  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  Chesapeake  bay,  wbkh  ought  to  be  cau- 
tiously attended  to;  oot,boweTer,  neglecting  oth- 
ers. The  Administration  which  leaves  these  two 
pointy  in  anothn-  war,  without  fortification,  ought 
to  reesiire  the  execration  of  tbe  eoantrr.  Look 
»t  tbe  faciliiy  afibrded  by  the  Chesapeake  bay  to 
nudtime  powers,  ia  attacking  us.  If  we  esti- 
BUte  wtth  it  tbe  margia  of  rirers  navigable  for 
^ffnets  ef  war,  it  adds  fourteen  hundred  miles,  at 
least,  to  the  line  of  onr  seaeoast ;  and  that  of-  the 
wotit  cbsiacter,  for,  whea  an  enemy  ia  there,  it 
is  withovt  (he  fear  of  being  driven  from  it.  He 
has,  besides,  the  power  of  assanlting  two  shores 
U  the  same  time,  and  must  be  expected  on  both. 
Oader  such  circomstanees,  no  degree  of  expense 
would  be  too  great  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
■Mrgio  of  the  bay  is,  be8ides,an  extremely  sickly 
and  fatal  to  the  militia  of  the  apper  eonatry. 
Heir  it  is  to  be  defended,  miliMry      naval  men 
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will  best  judge,  but  I  believe  that  steam  frigatei 
ought  at  least,  to  constitute  a  part  of  the  means; 
the  expense  of  which,  bowever  great,  the  peopin 
omrht  and  would  cheerfully  bear. 

There  were  other  points,  to  which,  Mr.  0.  stidf 
he  might  call  the  attention  of  the  Committer  hitt 
for  the  fear  of  fatigoiog  them.  He  wootd  men- 
tion only  bis  views  in  regard  to  our  finance,  as 
connected  with  preparatory  measures.  A  war 
with  Qreat  Britain,  said  be,  will  immediately  di^ 
tress  your  finances,  as  far  as  your  revenue  de- 
pends on  imports.  It  is  impossible,  during  war, 
to  prepare  a  system  of  internal  revenae  in  time 
to  meet  the  defect  thus  occasioned.  WiH  Con- 
ffren,  then,  leave  the  nation  wholly  dependent  on 
foreign  commerce  for  its  revenues  7  This  nation, 
Mr.  C.  said,  was  rapidly  changing  the  ehancttt 
of  its  industry.  When  a  nation  is  agrienltura^ 
depending  for  supply  on  foreign  markets,  its  peo- 
ple may  m  taxed  through  its  Impost  almost  to  the 
amount  of  its  capacity.  The  nation  was,  hoir* 
ever,  rapidly  becoming,  to  a  eonsiderable  extend 
a  manufacturing  nation.  We  find  that  exteriov 
commerce  (not  including  the  coasting  trade)  ii 
every  day  bearing  less  and  less  proportion  to  the 
entire  wealth  and  strength  of  the  nation.  Tba 
financial  reionrees  of  tbe  nation  will,  therefor^ 
daily  become  weakerand  weaker,  instead  of  grow- 
ing with  the  nation's  growth,  if  we  do  not  resort 
to  other  objects  than  our  foreign  commerce  for 
taxation.  But,  gentlemen  say,  the  moral  power 
of  the  nation  ought  not  to  be  n^lected,  and  that 
moral  power  is  inconsistent  witb  oppressive  taxes 
on  the  people.  It  certainly  is  wtth  oppressive 
taxes,  but  to  make  them  so  they  must  be  both 
heavy  and  unnecessary.  I  agree,  therefore,  with 
gratletoen  in  their  premises,  but  not  in  their  con- 
clusion, thai,  bceaose  an  oppresaive  tax  destroy! 
the  whole  moral  pow«  of  the  eovntry,  tbeie 
ought,  therefon^  to  oe  no  tax  at  alL  Soeh  a  eos* 
elnsioo  is  certainly  erroneous.  Let  us,  said  Hr. 
C,  examine  the  question,  whether  a  tax  laid  tot 
the  defence,  aeeariiy,  ana  lasting  prosperity  of  a 
country,  is  ealcniated  to  destroy  the  moral  powet 
of  this  country?  If  such  be  the  fact,  as  indis- 
pensable as  I  believe  these  taxes  to  be,  I  irill  re- 
linquish them ;  for,  of  all  the  powers  of  tbe  Qov- 
emment,  the  power  of  a  moral  kind  is  the  most 
to  be  cherisbM.  We  had  better  give  up  all  onr 
pbysieal  power  than  part  with  that.  But,  what  is 
morsl  power?  Tbezeal  of  tbe  country,  and  the 
confidence  in  the  administration  of  its  Gkivem- 
ment.  Will  it  be  diminished  by^  laying  taxes 
wisely,  necessarily,  and  moderately  ?  if  yon 
snppdse  tbe  people  intelligent  and  virtuous,  it 
cannot  be  admitted.  Bat  if  a  majority  of  them 
are  ignorant  and  vieion^  then  it  is  probaUe  a  tax 
laid  for  the  most  judieiousjpurpose  may  deprive 
you  of  their  confidence.  The  people  1  believe, 
are  intelligent  and  virtnoos.  The  wiser,  then, 
vou  act,  the  less  you  yield  to  the  tempMtion  of 
ignoble  and  false  security,  the  more  you  attract 
their  confidence.  The  very  existence  of  yotir 
Oovernment  proves  their  inteiligeaee ;  for,  let  CM 
siy  to  this  Hous^  that, if  one  who  knewnothinc 
of  Ibis  people  were  mode  fteqiuiitted  with  its 
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.GtomDmeot,  aod  with  tb«  fact  tbti  it  had  soi- 
tained  itself  for  thirty  yetri,  he  would  know  at 
once  that  ibis  was  a  moKt  iatelligeut  and  virto- 
oQs  people.  CooTioee  the  people  that  measDres 
are  neeesury  and  wise,  aod  they  will  mainiaiD 
them.  Already  they  go  far,  very  far,  before  this 
Boose  in  energy  and  public  spirit.  If  ever  meas- 
.nres  of  this  description  become  Qnpopular.it  will 
be  br  speeches  here.  Are  any  wilting  to  luU  the 
people  into  false  security  1  Can  they  withdraw 
their  eyes  from  faeu  meouing  the  prosperity,  if 
.vol  the  existence  of  the  nation  1  Aro  tbtj  will- 
ing to  inspire  them  with  sentiments  injanous  to 
tbcir  lasting  peace  and  prosperity  f 

Thembjecl  isgrare.  It  is  connected  with  the 
happioesi  and  eiistenee  of  the  coqntry.  I  do 
jnoat  sincerely  hope  that  this  House  are  the  real 
agents  the  people.  They  are  brought  here, 
90t  to  cobsdU  their  ease  and  coorenience.  but 
dnir  general  defence  and  common  welfare.  Such 
k  the  language  of  the  Constitution. 

1  hare  nithfully.iD  the  dixcharye  of  the  sacred 
trust  reposed  in  me  by  those  for  whom  lact,  pointed 
out  those  measures  whieh  our  situation  and  rela- 
tion to  the  rest  of  the  world  render  necesBsry  for 
oar  security  and  lasting  prosperity.  They  inrolve 
no  doubt  much  expense;  they  require  considera- 
ble sacrifice*  en  the  part  of  the  people }  but  are 
they  on  that  account  to  be  rejected  ?  We  are 
wlied  on  to  cbooeej  on  the  one  side  ia  great  ease 
it  ia  true,  bat  on  the  other  the  seearity  of  the 
eonntry.  We  may  dispense  with  the  taxes;  we 
nwy  n^lect  every  measure  of  ptecaution,  and 
H^l  DO  immediate  disaster;  but  in  such  a  siate 
^  things  what  virtuous,  what  wise  citixen,  but 
what  must  look  on  the  future  with  dread  I  I 
Jmow  of  no  situation  so  responsible,  if  propwljr 
considered,  as  ours.  We  ere  charged  by  Provi- 
dence not  only  with  the  bappioeM  of  this  great 
and  rising  people,  but  in  a  considerable  degree 
with  that  of  the  human  race.  We  have  a  Qov- 
•mment  of  a  new  order,  perfectly  distinct  from 
all  which  has  ever  preceded  it.  A  Qorernment 
fonnded  on  the  rights  of  msn,  resting  not  on  au- 
ibority,  not  on  prejudice,  not  on  superstition,  but 
reasott.  If  it  succeed,  as  fondly  hoped  by  its 
fonnden,  it  will  be  the  commencement  of  a  new 
•»  in  human  affiiira.  All  civilized  Gorcmmeou 
must  in  the  eourae  of  time  conform  to  iu  prinei* , 
l^es.  Thus  eircumstaoeed,  can  yon  hesitate  what 
enrs^  to  choose  7  The  road  that  wisdom  pointSi 
leads  it  is  true  op  the  steep,  but  leads  also  to  se- 
curity and  lasting  glory.  No  nation,  that  wanu 
the  fortitude  to  tread  it,  ought  ever  to  aspire  to 
|;reaioess.  Such  ought  and  will  certainly  sink 
into  the  list  of  those  that  have  done  nothing  to 
he  known  or  remembered.  It  is  immutable ;  it  is 
in  the  nature  of  things,  "the  love  of  present  ease 
and  pleasure,  indiffereDce  about  the  future,  that 
fatal  weakness  of  human  naiure,  has  never  failed 
in  iodividuaU  or  nations  to  sink  to  disgrace  and 
Tuin.  Od  the  contrary,  virtue  and  wisdom,  which 
the  future,  which  spurn  the  temptations 
oTihe  momcoL  however  rugged  ibeir  path,  end 
in  iMppiiien.  Such  are  the  universal  sentiments 
^aU  wisn  snitci^  from  the  did«Gtiesef  thfi  phU- 


osophers  to  the  ficiioos  of  the  poets.  They  afpm 
that  pleasure  is  a  flowery  path  leading  off  amoag 
groves  and  meadows,  but  eodiog  in  a  gloomy  aid 
dreary  wilderness;  that  it  is  the  syrenV  voice^ 
which  he  who  Itsieos  to  is  ruined ;  that  it  is  the 
cup  of  Circe,  which  he  who  drinks,  is  converted 
into  a.  swine.  This  is  the  language  of  Geiioa, 
reason  teaches  the  same.  It  is  my  wikh  to  elevate 
the  national  sentiment  to  that  which  every  jut 
and  virtuous  mind  posaesses.  No  effort  i»  needed 
here  to  impel  us  the  opposite  way ;  thai  also  may 
be  but  too  safely  trusted  to  the  rrailiiies  of  oar 
nature.  This  nation  is  in  a  situation  similar  to 
that  which  one  of  the  most  beautiful  wriurs  of 
antiquity  paints  Hercules  in  bis  youth :  He  rep- 
resenu  the  hero  as  retiring  into  the  wildernes  to 
deliberate  on  the  courae  of  life  which  be  ought 
to  choose.  Two  Qoddesses  apin-oaebed  bim }  oac 
recommending  to  him  a  life  of  ease  and  pif  a«ure  *, 
the  other  of  labor  and  virtue.  The  hero  adopted 
the  counsel  of  the  latter,  and  bis  fam^  and  glory 
are  known  to  the  world.  Majr  ibis  natioo,  the 
youthful  Hercules,  possessing  his  form  and  mus- 
cles, be  inspired  with  umiUr  sentiments  aod  iwl- 
low  his  example ! 

[Mr.  Bi.noLH  had  sp«A«n  belbn  in  ^s  debate, 
bnt  tike  length  ef  his  first  Mteech.  which  oootioaod 
three  d^ya,  and  which  it  wean  take  mose  ihaa  a  week 
to  write  off  fiom  the  reporter's  brief  notes,  praveats  iU 
poblieadon*  The  renufcs  which  ibUew  wen  in  ie|dy 
to  Mr.  OAUonr.] 

Mr.  RanookPa  Mid,  w  tlu  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Hr.  CALBouif )  had  done  him 
the  honor  to  pay  some  attention  to  his  prerious 
remarks,  he  would  show  his  respect  for  him  by 
expiaioing  in  this  wsy,  after  he  bad  taken  fait 
aeat,  ntber  than  in  interrupting  bim  whilst  hs 
was  on  the  floor.  The  gentleman  bad,  by  hit 
speech,  much  as  (Mr.  R.  said)  he  had  brfvre  re- 
spec  led  bis  talents  aod  principles,  contributed  ia 
no  small  degree  (o  ioeresse  the  respect  he  vavn- 
uined  for  bu  abilitiex,  and  iotregriiy,  and  for  the 
principles  by  which  he  was  governed.  1  su^ 
scribe,  continued  Mr.  R.,  in  the  abstract  to  hit 
principles.  1  was  not  bred  in  tbegroTeHing  school 
be  reprobates;  I  know  the  value  of  tbe'moral 
power  as  well  as  ibc  gentleman  from  South  Caro* 
lina— «nd  if  I  had  been  permitted  bjr  ibe  stale  «f 
my  health,  when  on  a  lormer  oeenaioa  I  had  ex* 
baosted  my  powers  by  an  effort  greater  thaa  I 
had  suHKised  them  capable  of— if  I  had  beea  pir 
mitted  to  continue  my  ramblii^  discourse^  the 
gentleman  would  have  eeen  that  1  hare  thfeetrae 
contempt  for  grovelling,  for  all  that  is  mean,  pep> 
ular,  and  eleemosynary,  titat  any  gentleman  could 
hive  in  this  or  any  other  assembly.  I  never  hare 
flattered  the  people,  and  so  help  me  God  I  never 
will.  1  must  say,  in  ibe  abstract,  I  was  pleased 
with  the  gentleman's  speech,  said  Mr.  R.— but,  I 
have  long  believed  there  was  a  tendency  in  the 
admioistratioDof  this  Qovernment.in  the  system 
itself  indeed,  to  consolidation,  and  the  remarks 
made  by  the  booorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  have  not  tended  to  allay  any  fears  1  have 
eotertaioed  from  that  quarter.  Make  this  a  simple 
int^ral  GoTernmcBt,  said  Mr.  B.,  and  1  udMcibi 
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to  the  doctrines  of  the  honorable  geotlemaa  j  be- 
cauM  ihey  are  drswa  rrom  the  same  fouotain 
from  which  I  have  drawn  my  awa  principles. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  was  glad  lo  see  that  the  genileman 
had  not  mked  io  the  keanets  (fre  would  say)  of 
demueracy.  for  the  priociples  of  which  he  bad 
formed  hia  political  creed.  But,  Mr.  R.  said.ours 
is  Dof  an  inifgral  GureroroeDt,  but  a  QoTernmeat 
of  Slates  eoDlederated  together.  He  put  it  to  the 
Coromitiee,  to  the  geotlemaa  himself,  whether 
th«  honorable  geotlemao**  principles  (which  he 
bad  demonstrated  with  an  ability  honorable  to 
the  Stale  he  represented,  to  the  House,  and  to 
bimndt)  did  not  go  the  destruetion  of  the  State 
gufenimeDfx.  It  was  not,  Mr.  R.  said,  from  the 
preference  of  present  good  to  a  little  self-deoiat, 
that  be  opposed  the  system  of  the  gentleman  and 
bis  political  fricftds.  I  say,  Mr.  R.  repeated,  that 
these  ilociriues  go  to  prostrate  the  State  govern- 
ments at  the  feet  of  the  General  Qorernmeot.  If 
the  warning  voice  of  Patrick  Henry  had  not  ap- 

Erized  me  luDK  ago,  the  events  of  this  day  would 
are  (aught  me  that  this  Coastitutioo  does  not 
c^mpriae  one  people,but  that  there  are  two  distinct 
characters  in  the  people  of  this  nation.  Mr.  R. 
Slid  he  had  been  led  heretofore  to  question  whe- 
ther tlie  fact  was  so;  he  now  believed  it  as  much 
as  any  article  uf  Wis  polilieal  creed.  When  speak- 
ing of  the  value  of  our  form  of  (Toverament,  the 
itleman  might  have  added  to  hisremarin,  Mr. 
^  baid,  that  whilst  in  its  federative  character  it 
was  good,  as  a  consolidated  Quvernment  it  would 
be  hateful ;  that  there  were  features  iu  the  Con- 
lituiioo  of  ih^  Onited  States,  beautiful  in  them' 
lelTes  when  looked  at  with  reference  to  the  fed- 
erative character  of  the  Constitution,  which  were 
deformed  and  monstroas  when  looked  at  with 
refiireQce  to  consolidation.  The  gentleman  was 
too  deeply  r^ad  in  Aristotle,  too  well  versed  in 
political  lure,  to  deny  the  fact.  Mr.  R.  said  be 
muHt  be  permitted,  be  trusted  in  so  doing  he 
should  not  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  Com- 
mittee,  to  notice  some  of  the  promiaent  positions 
of  the  gentleman. 

The  gentleman  bad  set  out  with  observing, 
that  the  policy  of  this  country  ought  to  corres- 
pond with  tht  character  of  our  Qovernment ; 
that  that  character  was  distinguished  by  justice 
and  nasoD,  and  that,  as  we  are  dtipoi»l  to  do 
Justice  to  all  nations  with  whom  we  have  any 
relation  whatever,  we  ought  to  be  in  a  situation 
to  exact  it.  Granted,  said  Mr.  R.  The  gen- 
tleman also  stated,  that  as  moderatioa  aod  for- 
bvarance  had  a  tendency  to  degenerate  into  tame- 
Bess  and  imbecility,  BO,  too,  a  domineering  spirit 
might  eod  in  a  military  despotism,  and  inferred 
thai  We  were  in  more  danger  from  an  abyss  of 
forbearance,  than  from  any  dispo^iiiion  to  climb 
the  precipices  of  ambition.  Ttiere,  said  Mr.  R., 
1  differ  from  the  honorable  gentleman.  He  must 
give  me  leave  to  say,  that  there  is  in  every  Gov- 
ernment, the  form  oi  which  is  free,  a  tendency 
to  exactly  the  reverse;  a  tendency  to  dumina- 
^n—iu  ambition,  not  uf  dominion  at  home^  but 
tmong  its  neigbburs.  Hr,  R.  aaid,  be  would  not 
deiiiii  the  Cununittea  with  itliutrations  of  this 
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position.  In  popular  Governments,  he  said,  th^ 
papular  passion  was  for  glory,  ^how,  sensation,' 
excitement.  This  it  was  that  made  Pericles,  who 
ought  to  have  been  the  benefactor  of  his  country^ 
the  malefactor  of  Athens.  I  too,  said  Mr.  R^ 
like  the  gentleman,  entertain  a  respect  for  the 
country  from  which  both  of  us  drew  our  blood; 
and,  when  I  speak  of  the  enormities  committed 
by  the  British  forces  disgraceful  to  the  country, 
enormities,  the  effects  of  which  will  nerer  be  got 
over,  I  spnk  of  her  troops  and  her  Ministry.  I 
cannot  come  to  this  House— I  cannot  go  to  the 
hustings,  and  pick  op  a  little  personal  popularttr 
at  the  czpeoae  of  truth— of  that  respect  wfaich  1| 
which  every  man  descended  from  her  loins,  moat 
bear  for  theirgreat  progenitors.  Wearetohavefra- 
quent  and  bloody  wars  with  England  I — I  bellere 
it,  said  Mr.  R.— I  believe  we  are  to  have  frequent 
and  bloody  wars  with  Eogtaod,  end  that  we  must 
take  means  lo  guard  against  the  danger.  Sir,  it 
was  not  one  of  ine  least  objections  1  had  to  the  late 
war — and  I  hope  the  genileoian  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  believe,  that  lam  not  disposed  loripup 
old  wounds  and  make  them  bleed  afresh— that  it 
would  lay  the  foundation  of  wars  in  perpetuam, 
between  us  and  that  country.  The  die  is  cast. 
The  course  is  given  to  the  ship,  aod  she  must 
hold  it  on  ;  it,  is  not  for  me,  for  you,  sir,  for  a  mil- 
lion of  men  to  change  tt.  The  destiny  is  fixed. 
The  die  is  set— a  hue  is  given  to  public  opioioa 
on  this  aide  the  Atlantic,  ecnfirmed,  indelible; 
and  a  similar  sentiment  of  hostility  exists  on  the 
other  side.  Hr.  R.  said,  be  had  in  past  days  al' 
ways  expressed,  because  he  had  always  felt  as- 
tonishment at  the  prevalence  of  a  spirit  of  hos- 
tility between  two  nations  who  had  so  few  points  \ 
uf  actual  collision :  but,  he  said,  there  was  a  wide 
difference  between  the  state  of  things  before  and 
after  a  magazine  explodes.  The  explosion  had 
.  now  taken  place;  aod  a  state  of  things  existed 
between  this  country  and  England,  which  pots 
it  in  the  power  of  every  demagogue  who  should 
wriggle  himself  into  the  Presioeney,  or  into  a 
seat  on  this  floor,  to  light  the  torch  of  war  be- 
tween us  and  England.  He  knew  it  was  impos- 
sible to  avoid  it.  If  means  were  to  be  taken  to 
defend  th«  Chesapeake,  to  defend  New  Orleans 
to  defend  the  whoU  coast  of  the  Uaited  States, 
by  means  aommensaraie  with  the  national  abili- 
tjr,  Mr.  R.  said,  be  would  nerer  go  whiofng  to 
his  constituent^  and  tell  them  that  they  were 
not  able  to  pay  the  taxes.  They  are  able  to  paf 
taxes,  said  he.  On  whom  do  your  impost  duties 
bear  7  Upon  whom  bears  the  doty  on  eoarse 
woolleas,  aod  linens^  and  blankets,  upon  salt,  and 
alt  the  necessities  of  life?  On  poor  men  and  on 
slaveholders.  When  the  time  arrived,  however, 
Mr.  R.  believed  he  could  demonstrate  that  these 
taxes  were  unnecessary,  even  as  regarded  the 

i;eotleman'8  own  plan  of  defence.  Mr.  R,  was 
or  yielding  to  the  States  these  direct  taxes,  stamp 
duties,  &e ,  when  they  are  to  be  laid  at  all.  They 
must  be  left  to  the  States,  or  tbia  consequence 
must  follow,  and  it  was  because  ct  that  eonse- 
queaee  that  be  dissented  wholly  from  thiasysteai. 
Tbe  people  would  say,  what  1  pay  to  the  General 
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QoTerameat  &  land  tax  yearljr.  stamp  taxes,  taxes 
on  this,  that,  and  the  other,  and  pay  taxes  on  the 
ume  artielei  too  to  the  State  goTerDOieots  7  Tee, 
would  be  answered} — and,  8{>eakiDg;  of  the  State 
to  which  he  belooced,  it  might  be  added,  that 
thejr  had  maDBsed  their  finances  as  badly  as  those 
of  the  United  States  had  been  maoaged — they 
luid  gone  on  tnereaaing  their  expenditures  with- 
oat  as  good  a  Tea|oo  as  the  gentlemaD  had  ts- 
agned  in  regard  to  the  expenses  of  this  OorerD- 
nest.  The  people  will  sav,  remarked  Mr.  R,, 
as  Patrick  Henry  told  yoa  tbey  woald  sooner  or 
later  say,  we  cannot  serve  two  masters — we  can- 
not worsnip  God  and  Mammon — we  cannot  hare 
two  Goreromeots  griodiog  us,  when  one  would 
answer,  &c.  This  was  toe  point  to  which  the 
Ugoment  of  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina 
Bocescarily  led. 

A  standing  army,  it  seemed  to  be  admitted, 
was  not  what  we  wanted,  but  a  naral  force.  Of 
what  Talue,  for  instance,  would  be  even  a  large 
aililary  force,  for  the  defence  of  the  country  on 
the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake  atoDe,  cot  up  as  it 
was  into  an  hondred  (he  was  goug  to  say  a 
tluKiBand)  peDinsoiae— containing  not,  as  the 
gentleman  calculated,  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred miles  of  seaeoasL  and  that,  as  he  had  said, 
of  the  worst  for  us  and  the  best  for  an  enemy  in 
tke  world,  but  comprising  more  seacoait  than  the 
whole  sea-line  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  R.  said 
he  had  taken  the  trouble,  on  a  late  occasion,  to, 
make  a  calculation  of  the  length  of  that  coast 
for  Virginia  alone,  in  the  presence  of  a  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  who  was  of  opinion 
that  that  State  had  a  greater  seacoast  than  Vir- 
ginia }  it  appeared,  on  examination,  that  the  sea- 
coast  of  Virginia  considerably  more  than  doubled 
that  of  Massachusetts.  He  said,  therefore,  cut 
vp  as  the  country  of  the  Cbesapeake  in,  with  bold 
and  deep  rivers,  what  figure  would  ten  thoosand 
men  make  in  defending  it,  the  enemy  being  in 
possession  of  the  water  T  And  if  we  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  Chesapeake,  what  should  we  want 
with  the  men  on  shore  7  If  we  could  beat  our 
enemy  oot  of  that  great  sea— for  it  is  a  Mediter- 
ranean E^a — we  da-ttOL  mm  ifie  »mtf  quoad 
(he  Chesapeake. 

Mr.  R,.  Faid  he  uudersLcod  ihc  ^lonorible  gen- 
tleman to  E&y  that  he  woulii  go  hjil>  a  great  and 
iramediale  increase  of  out  ui\si  iiitmis,  not  b^ 
building  ^tjips  ouL  of  gri_'i.'ii  Liiuhcr,  btit  by  prori- 
dina  everything  iiecci^^ary  (or  a  great  marine. 
WiTl  the  lioQoraLli^  genUenL^D  from  South  Caro- 
lica.  pt'Kitii  mc,  ;;aiil  Mr,  R,,  lo  teLI  him^I  do  it 
with  ihe  most  perfect  respect — that  vfith  what- 
WfiTet  BeniuoenLs  be  maygoimc}  ihh  business, 
it  tweoues  in  (he  end  natbing  better  than  a  great 
ipbl  He  may  vote  the  maney  as  ajpattuit,  if  he 
ToUdws  that  vote  ibrcugti  all  the  diOcreat  ramifi- 
execution,  he  vill  find  it  io,  uioecure 
poeketi^  or  gtten  for  rotten  timber ;  lie  will  find 
It  by  the  right  hand  teceir?d  from  ihe  Treasury 
\ty  tlie  navy  as^nt  of  the  GoTernmenr,  and  be 
will  6(id  it  paid  with  the  left  hand  in  Lo  i  be  pocket 
of  the  same  agent— that  Tirtuous  man  will  not 
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The  honorable  gentleman  would  indeed  effect  a 
great  object  if  ne  would  establish  a  system  <^ 
retrenchment  and  reform  in  the  different  depsrt- 
ments.   When  I  speak  of  them,  said  Mr.  R.,  I 
do  not  allude  to  the  particular  men  now  in  power— 
I  fly  at  no  such  ignoble  quarry — I  allude  to  the 
habits  of  this  Goteroment.  A  man,  inferior  ia 
point  of  ability  to  none  in  this  coaotrv,  said  to 
me  on  a  late  occasioa — a  man  too  wnq  raretf 
says  that  which  he  is  not  prepared  to  execute 
and  do — that,  let  the  money  supposed  to  be  in 
the  possession  of  the  different  departments  of  the 
Government,  be  actually  there,  he  would  take 
two  millions  of  dollars  from  the  Treasury,  a  pro- 
portion of  it  from  every  fund,  and  would  defy  the 
Heads  of  the  Departments  to  know,  oot  wbo 
took  the  money,  but  whether  any  was  gooe. 
This  is  the  present  state  of  acctuntability,  said 
Mr.  R.,  and  if  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  or  his  politfcal  friends,  will  give 
us  a  system  of  rigorous  accou nubility,  and  pre- 
vent that  system  of  plunder  which  has  been  going 
on  for  some  time— as  to  the  planderera  of  the 
public,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  met  them  on  the  avenue 
as  familiarly  as  the  lords  in  England  are  said  lo 
meet  the  blacklegs  at  the  gaming  lable-~he  saw 
them  rising  from  nothing  by  the  stilts  of  fat  con- 
tracts into  stimptuous  palaces;— if  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  would  devise  a  rigorous 
system  of  aeeouotabiliiy,  it  would  give  Mr.  R. 
much  better  heart  to  vote  with  him.   But  be 
could  not  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  South  * 
Carolina  bis  views  on  the  first  principles  of  po- 
litical wisdom,  which  he  had  imbibed  at  home 
at  a  time  when  that  gentleman  had  scarcely  ever 
turned  his  mind  to  politicsat  all — he  meant  those 
which  respected  the  sovereignty  bf  the  States. 
If  the  gentleman  took  that  key  in  his  band,  Mr. 
R.  laid,  be  would  unloek  his  political  conduct. 
It  was  hts  policy,  Mr.  R.  said,  to  slick  lo  the 
States  in  contests  arising  between  them  and  iht 
General  Government— to  the  people  in  all  coll  i- 
sions  between  them  and  the  Government,  ai  d 
between  the  popular  branches  hod  unpopul  r 
branch  of  the  Governmeot— he  wasVrong,  hoi  • 
ever,  he  said,  to  call  it  anpopalar ;  nr,  nnforti  ■ 
nately^  its  popolarity  was  that  which  gave  to  t 
an  irresistible  weight  in  this  House  aad  io  th  ■ 
nation.  "  | 

Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  the  gentleman  has  m^t  tais 
question  manfully.   Shall  I  ba  pardoned  if  I^f 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  handled  tbe  qt^f^' 
tion  in  a  way  very  dtfierent  from  that  in  whicA 
it  was  handled  by  the  gentleman  who  preceded 
him?   There  is  no  more  a  popular  then  a  royal 
road  to  mathematics.  As  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  has  presented  the  question  to  the 
House,  they  and  the  nation  eannot  have  the 
slightest  difficulty  in  deciding  whether  they  wiU 
give  op  the  States  or  not;  whether  they  will  ii 
fact  make  this  an  elective  monarchy.  The  qoe^ 
tion  is,  whether  or  not  we  are  wilhog  to  becoiM 
one  great  consolidated  nation,  aader  one  form  of 
law;  whether  tbe  Sute  governments  are  to  be 
swept  away :  or  whether  we  have  still  respect 
enough  for  those  old  respeetahle  institutions  to 


TV  Benmu, 


Digitized  by 


m  HESTOBT  07  GONaBBSa  846 

PtemjkBY,  1S16.  Tltt  Mmmm  H.  or  R. 


tMptrd  Uieir  iatccrity  ud  prtaemUoa  as  a  ptrt 
ofonr  policy?  I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  cling  to 
tbeoBi  because  in  cliogiog  to  tbem,  !  oliog  to  my 
country  ;  beoanse  I  love  my  eoaotry  as  I  do  my 
immediate  coaoexions}  for  the  lore  of  eoootry 
is  nothLng  mora  tfua  the  love  of  every  man  for 
hia  wife,  child,  or  friend.  I  am  not  for  a  policy 
which  uosi  end  in  the  destruetion,  and  speedy 
d«8tnieuoa,  too,  of  the  whole  of  the  State  g;oT- 
erameots. 

The  gentleman  had  x^OHDied  thi*  country 
■a  eontending  with  Great  Britain  for  existenee. 
GoiUd  the  booorable  gentleman,  or  any  other 
man,  Mr.  R.  asked,  bMiere  that  we  would  erer 
hare  a  contest  with  any  Dation  foe  existence? 
No,  said  Blr.  we  hold  our  existence  by  cbar- 
ter  from  the  great  God  who  made  this  world ;  we 
boJd  it  in  coatempt  of  Great  Britain — I  speak  of 
our  existence  as  a  people  polilicallr  free — I  do 
not  speak  of  ciril  freedom — I  am  addressing  my- 
self to  one  who  understands  these  distioctions. 
We  do  not  hold  oar  right  to  pbysical  being  or 
political  ijeedom  by  any  tenure  from  Europe  or 
anjr  power  of  £urope }  yet  we  bold  our  lennre  of 
sivil  liberty  by^  a  precarious  tie,  which  must  be 
WfAeo ;  for,  from  the  dispesitlen  to  follow  the 
^•ntmn  of  honor,  or  from  another  cause,  this 
eoantry  is  iairl]^  nnbarked  in  a  course  of  poUey 
like  that  whieh  u  pwsoed  by  other  goverimiento 
ifi  Europe.  Pindtog  weakness  coming  on  him, 
Mr.  R.  said,  iliough  he  had  much  to  my,  he  wonid 
endcavoi  to  c*>P  another  sentiment,  and  be 
done.  It  warn  this: 

The  gentlcmaa  from  South  Carolina  had 
pointed  to  the  eonseqaenees  of  a  war  witb  Eng- 
land, wbich  grew  out  of  a  war  witb  England 
alone,  exposio^  the  coasts  of  onr  own  country, 
and  eren  our  firesides  lo  destruction,  threatening 
the  ruin  of  our  whole  system  of  finance,  the  stag, 
nation  of  eomokerce,  the  banishment  of  specie, 
and  the  complete  Mokroptcy  of  the  country. 
Ought  not  these  consideratmns,  Mr.  R,  asked,  to 
weigh,  and  to  deeply  weigh,  on  the  minds  of  tbis 
House,  and  ought  they  not  to  have  done  before 
the  war  with  that  Power,  the  isMie  of  which, 
Mewding  to  the  aiq[umenis  of  geotlemen  them- 
aelvea,  only  went  to  prove  that  we  have  the  ca- 
paeity  to  defend  onraelres;  that  we  could,  to  use 
a  tern  whieh  oi^bt  never  to  hare  been  used  on 
tbis  floor,be  kicked  into  a  war.  The  view  whieh 
the  honorable  gentleman  took  of  tbis  subject, 
said  Mr.  R.,  was  single  and  complete.  He  would 
hare  rosds,  he  said,  but  tot  military  purposes; 
he  would  encourage  manufactures,  too,  not  f<v 
the  reason — and  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  it,  for 
it  is  a  reason  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  not 
veigh  with  an^  man  of  sense— not  for  ibe  rea> 
>ou  of  the  petitions  of  the  manufacturera,  but 
with  a  view  to  their  military  consequence  1  The 
hoaoraUe  gentleman  will  do  nothing  but  with 
a  view  to  military  effect.  Are  we,  sir,  to  be- 
come a  great  naval  Power,  because,  forsooth,  an 
tdmiral  was  never  sainted  as  an  emperor?  I 
tMk  fir,  am  an  advoeate  for  roads  and  canals }  I 
tB»  would  liko  to  see  roads  through  the  country, 
i4ieh  might  ihoilitato  iho  nnreh  of  annies{  bai 


1  see  in  this  very  feature  of  the  gentleman*8  sys- 
tem the  same  danger  to  the  Slate  confederacies 
as  I  see,  sir,  in  the  yhote  speech  of  the  honorable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  R.  then  took  his  seat,  and  Mr.  Roan 
spoke  against  the  continuation  of  the  tax,  when, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Toouit,  the  House  adjourned. 

TaonaoAT,  February  1. 
Mr.  Brooks  presented  the  petition  of  At^ 
igail  O'FJyog,  praying  that  land  warrants  may 
be  issued  to  bet  for  the  serriceit  of  her  husband 
and  three  sons,  as  soldiers  of  the  Army ;  wbich 
warrants  are  withheld  becaoi>e  her  said  husband 
was  " over  age,"  her  son  Edmund  ''under  age," 
and  her  sons  Patrick  and  Elijah,  in  consequeoee 
of  their  gallant  conduct,  were  promoted  to  com- 
missioned officers,  in  which  capacity  one  of  them 
was  killed  in  battle,  and  the  other  lately  died,  both 
without  issue.— EUferred  lo  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  LowMocs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  duties  oa 
certain  articles  manufactured  within  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  lo 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  upon  the  auhjeel 
of  revenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Inobah,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  29ih  of  January,  to  inresiigate  tbe 
conduct  of  the  General  Post  Office  Department, 
were  granted  power  to  send  for  persons  ana 
papers. 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
Xaverio  Nandi,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Haa> 
ofactures. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  "directing  a 
copy  of  the  documents  printed  by  a  resolve  of 
Congress,  on  tbe  27th  ol  December,  1613,  to  be 
transmitted  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,"  was  read  the  second  and  third  time ;  and 
passed. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House,  ia  Committee  of  the  Wfao)^  re- 
sumed the  eonsideratioa  of  the  rerenne  snt^t. 

Mr.  Tuoua  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  should  be  without  an  epoh^ 
for  troubling  the  Committee  with  my  remarks  on 
the  report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  !and  Meaos^ 
and  in  support  of  the  propriety  of  reuinlog  a  pan 
of  tbe  direct  ux,  if  it  was  not  afforded  by  tbe  divi- 
sion which  exists  in  the  State  which  I  bare  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  in  relation  to  that  im- 

rortaot  subject.  Thus  oireumsianeed,  bowerer, 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  while  I  sol^ 
mit  my  riews  of  the  state  of  the  nation,  and  of 
the  imperiotu  duty  of  retaining  a  vigorous  system 
of  finance  in  the  present  situation  of  our  country. 
I  beg  tbe  Committee,  however,  to  be  assured,  that 
I  do  not  intend  to. cover  the  ground  which  has 
been  already  so  ably  ocoupied  by  the  gentleman 
from  Sooib  CaroIiBa,  (Mr.  Calbodm.)  I  shall 
not  nature  ia  loach  what  be  has  treated,  leat  I 
should  diminiah  the  force  of  that  impr«iiio% 
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which  bis  Trank,  minlf,  liberal,  sod  compreheo- 
sire  remarlu,  have  lert  upon  the  miods  of  the 
Comoiitiee.  His  able  aod  ez^oded  view  of  the 
real  policy  of  this  oation,  and  the  watchful  saca- 
ciiy  of  the  geotleiDiD  from  Virfiinia,  erer  on  the 
alert  in  defence  of  bis  beloved  State  righu,  have 
gireo  an  interestiog  character  to  the  debate,  well 
vorihyortheifoporUQt  matter  which  it  embraces. 
It  in,  indeed,  ao  imporiaot  debate;  it  is,  indeed, 
in  importaot  i^DesiioD  on  wbicli  we  are  now  to 

Eronoance.  It  » the  moat  interesting  crisis  which 
as  for  a  long  time  engaged  the  feelings  of  the 
represeDtatives  of  the  oaiioQ.  We  are  caued  upon 
at  this  moment,  when  events  of  a  gloomy  and  an 
anxious  period  are  fretih  in  our  recollections,  to 
deride  whether  we  shall  learo  wisdom  from  the 
lessons  of  experience;  or,  dosing  our  eyes  upon 
the  past,  fhall  suffer  our  country  to  remain  with- 
out money,  without  credit,  without  arms,  witbodt 
defence,  without  the  means  of  rendering  her  rights 
respected  abroad,  or  of  making  her  character  an 
object  of  veneration  at  home.  A  new  era — an 
important  epoch  has  arrived  in  our  national  his- 
tory. We  nave  just  emerged  from  a  season  of 
danger  and  turbulence;  we  have  just  beeq  restored 
to  toe  ble)»sings  of  peace,  after  the  difficulties  and 
embarrassments  of  a  war  of  three  years ;  and  we 
tre  now  to  decide  whether  we  shall,  io  time,  pre- 
pare for  the  hour  of  adversitfi  or  content  ottrselrea 
with  permitiiug  the  couotry  to  remain  withoat 
the  means  of  protection,  should  a  foreign  enemy 
once  more  venture  upon  its  invasion.  Oa  such 
■n  occasion  it  behooves  us  to  act  with  more  than 
usual  calmneM,  and  to  divest  oarselves  of  all  pride 
.  of  opinion  before  we  pruooance  an  ultimate  de- 
cision. It  has  been  in  vain,  indeed,  that  during 
the  war  we  have  freely  sacrificed  our  fortunes  and 
our  ease,  and  hazarded  our  lives  in  the  field  or  in 
the  camp,  if,  upon  the  termination'of  this  arduous 
contest,  we  are  not  willing  to  perform  the  more 
difficult  and  more  important  duty  of  sacrificing 
our  pride  of  opinion  upon  the  altar  of  oar  coun- 
try's good. 

Looking  then  to  the  imst,  not  with  a  design 
to  draw  mim  thence  subjecis  of  contention  and 
iiritatioo,  but  with  the  praiseworthy  view  sag- 
Msted  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyivaoia  (Mr. 
Bbbgsant)  some  lime  ago,  of  deriving  lessons 
for  the  future;  nod  what,  let  me  ask,  does  it  in- 
ealc^te  1  The  great,  the  important  lesson,  which 
all  mankind  must  learn,  of  preparing  in  the  mo- 
ment of  prottperity  for  the  boar  of  peril  At  the 
eommeocemeut  of  the  late  war,  what  was  our 
atate  of  preparation  ?  We  were  without  the  means 
of  defence,  withoDt  money,  withoat  credit.  Troops 
were  only  tu  be  raised  at  an  immense  expense; 
money  euuld  scarcely  be  commanded  at  ruinous 
usury.  Defeat  for  a  long  time  attended  the  arms 
of  the  United  Slates,  because  we  bad  entered  upon 
the  war  without  the  necewary  preparation.  And 
tboagh  the  slot  ies  of  the  latter  part  of  the  conflict 
have  not  only  obliterated  the  disgraces  of  the  first 
Mmpaigos,  hut  will  forever  emUazon  the  page  of 
fiitbfal  history,  yet  jio  man  can  ever  look  baek 
to  .the  sMte  of  oar  afiairs  last  winter,  when,  amidst 
tl*  oBbarrassmenttof  oiirTreaaitry,  every  patri- 
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otic  bosom  tbrobbed  with  an  anxiety  for  the  pub- 
lic weal,  without  resolving  in  his  own  heart  to  nse 
his  efiurts,  however  feeble,  to  avoid  a  simitar  re- 
currence. And  yet  this  is  precisely,  I  conceive^ 
the  matter  now  in  question:  Shall  we  pay  the 
debt  now  pressing  upon  the  nation;  shall  we  in- 
crease the  essential  power  of  the  country  by-dis- 
charging its  burden ;  shall  we  garrison  our  fort^ 
improve  oor  fortifications,  preserve  the  roiliiarf 
art,  increase  gradually  the  narrof  tlie  Dbiob. 
and  strengthen  onr  means  of  dmnee?  Or  shall 
we  sink  again  into  langaor  and  lethal^ }  relax 
oar  exertions,  become  a  prey  to  our  love  of  eoa^ 
and  indulge  our  propensity  to  avoid  the  laxesae- 
cessary  to  pay  off  our  debt^  by  leaving  that  debt 
as  a  burden  upon  our  children?  Here,  then,  u 
the  important  matter  of  this  debate. 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  real'question  to  be  solved  in  relation  to 
the  policy  of  this  country  is,  "How  far  we  can,  in 
*  time  of  peace,  prepare  for  war;  in  lime  of  proa- 
'  perity  prepare  for  adversity,  without  bordeoiog 
'  improperly  the  industry  of  the  nation,  or  repress- 
'  ing  its  energy  by  systems  of  taxation.**  It 
indeed,  but  aiMlogoas  with  the  common  maxims 
of  prudeoce  which  govern  the  affairs  of  life.  The 
man  who,  tn  the  moment  of  success,  in  ihe  fuU 
tide  of  prosperity  and  fortune,  shall  forget  that 
the  da^  of  adversity  may  come  upon  him,  and 
shall  fail  to  provide  against  the  storm,  is  no  worthy 
of  that  gift  of  foresight  which  is  the  great  prero- 
gative oif  man.  Nor  does  be  deserve  a  seat  in  the 
great  councils  of  a  nation,  who  shall  permit  a 
timorous  and  niggardly  policy  to  frizbten  htm 
from  the  observance  of  a  great  principle  of  polit- 
ical wisdom,  enforced  by  authority  of  the  wisest 
statesmen  in  every  age.  I  need  mention  hot  one; 
I  need  only  allude  to  the  man  whose  name  boi 
been  repeatedly  introduced  into  this  debate  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ram- 
DOLPH.)  I  mean  (General  WASHittOTON — darum 
Clique  ventrabiU  nomen  /—a  man,  whose  experi- 
ence has  transmitted  to  us  the  valuable  leason  that 
I  am  thua  feebly  endeavoring  to  iocoleatc. 

So  Btrikii^y,  indeed,  has  the  policv  of  prepar- 
ing, in  time  of  peace,  the  means  of  defence  twth* 
eoontry  in  the  event  of  war,  been  maoifeaHd 
the  occurrences  of  the  last  three  years,  that  I  may 
venture  to  pronounce  thai  the  great  mass  (rf*  the 
commiinitjr  would  unhesitatingly  reuiia  the  taxes, 
even  in  their  present  extent,  rather  than  see  onr 
country^nproteeied,  all  military  science  disap* 

[tearing,  our  forts  falling  into  ruinikaDd  otir  gal- 
ant  navy  rouing  in  our  docks.  Where  is  the 
man  to  tw  found,  that  would  prefer  theeontinn- 
anee  of  the  present  debt,  the  annual  paiyment  « 
iu  heavy  interest,  and  transmission  of  the  burdea 
of  the  principal  to  onr  children,  rather  than  bear 
for  a  while  a  tax,  which,  as  I  shall  show,  caoaot 
operate  oppressively?  We  know  Utile  of  ibe 
people  of  this  country,  if  we  imagine  such  to  ^ 
tbeir  temper.   Those  who  have  been  so  ''^"H 

their  lives  are  not  disposed  to  refuse  the  aid 
their  fortnnea,  and,  if  necessity  required,  "'^ 
no  doubt  they  would  paf  without  a  mur«*r  w 
lax  aa  it  at  present  aianda.  Bat  Ihia  we  dc  vK 
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a»k  of  them ;  we  are  willing  to  redaee  ii  lo  one- 
half  its  present  amouQt.and  feel  assored  that  oar 
eooititaeats  will  ba  eatirelf  laiiafled  with  sacb  a 
redoetioa. 

Tbe  Tcport  of  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  wbwh  is/tnuler  diseossiorij  is  founded 
npoD  that  jUflt,  lioeral,  and  wise  poliejr,  which  it 
is  our  dvijr  lo  puivtM.  It  eotrtemplates  a  reveotie 
that  will  be  adequate  to  the  necessities  of  the 
natioo,  asd  wbtdi,  at  the  same  lioae,  will  not  be 
bordensome  to  tbe  people.  It  eonteroplates  a 
rtvenae  that  will  enable  as  to  discharge  the  na- 
tional debt  ro  twelve  or  thirteen  yearn;  that  wilt 

J'aBtify  U9  lo  retaining  the  present  mthtary  force 
or  tbe  parpoae  of  garrisoning  the  forts  of  tbe 
Uoited  Siaies,  and  permit  as  gradaaltjr  lo  Id- 
erease  our  navy — the  glory  and  boast  of  the  na- 
tioD.  1  atn  not  asbamvd,  Mr.  Chairmao,  to  speak 
of  natioaal  glory.  I  love  naiiooal  glury  (property 
ondentood)  as  much  as  ihe  honorable  gentleman 
from  Sooth  Carolina.  I  do  not  mean  (hat  Mae 
glory,  wbteh  consists  in  foreign  wars  and  foreign 
eoaquesis;  that  false  glory,  which  triumphs  in 
itic  wretchedaeas  of  mankind,  aad  wavi  s  the 
sword  of  desolation  over  prostrate  millions;  but 
1  mean  the  glory  of  being  able  to  protect  our 
eonatry  and  our  rights  from  every  inrader.  There 
is  DO  oational  glory  in  suffering  our  coasts  to  be 
ravaged,  and  oar  capital  reduced  to  ashes,  because 
vebare  been  backward  in  providing  the  mpans 
of  Jheir  protection.  There  is  no  glor^  rn  a  na- 
tion** sabmittiDg  to  every  invasion  of  its  rlgbts, 
because  it  wants  the  spirit  to  defend  them,  or  the 
liberality  to  pay  for  their  defence.  This  ia  nut  na- 
tional glory—ii  in  national  dingrace;  and  to  avoid 
saeh  ignoQiiDyfor  tbe  future,  I,  on  the  part  of  my 
eonslitaeots,  am  content  to  retain  a  portion  of  tht* 
public  burdens,  for  the  laudable  purposes  con- 
templated by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Tnis  report  has  been  very  warmly  attacked, 
aad  paniealarly  in  relation  to  that  part  of  it  which 
retaies  to  the  Army  BitaUisbment.  At  one  time 
ix  is  contended  that  the  army  is  too  large,  at 
another  tt  ia  said  to  be  too  small;  it  is  at  first  pro* 
Dosoced  not  only  to  be  dangerous,  but  even  ratal 
to  ptiUto  liberty.  It  is  then  said  to  be  too  smatl ; 
that  it  can  aSi>rd  no  esseutlal  service  to  the  na- 
tiM,  and  that  the  real  defence  of  this  country  is 
in  tbe  militia.  Strange,  indeed,  that  this  force, 
which  is  too  small  to  defend  the  land,  should  be 
able  to  enslave  it;  that  an  army,  which  is  pro- 
neaaeed  (and  properly  pronounced)  to  be  inferior 
to  the  wbute  body  of  tbe  militia,  should  be  capa- 
ble of  overwhelming  them.  Strange,  that  a  scat- 
tered body  of  about  eigbt  thousand  men  should 
be  coasidtrcd  daageroos  tu  aeven  millions  of 
people. 

To  any  reflecting  mind,  it  must  at  once  appear 
that  there  can  be  no  danger  to  the  liberty  ut  the 
eouotnr  from  saoh  an  esiabli«hmeat;  scattered 
over  tnia  immense  emtinent,  along  a  frooiier  in 
eireanfereneeaix  thousand  miles ;  the  mind  must 
be  visionary  indeed,  wbieb  dwells  upon  their  cz- 
iMcoee  with  serious  apprehension.  The  same 
Bontideratioo  of  the  exteusivenesa  of  our  frontier 
afteien  tly  eTtoees,  ihat  they  ara  not  too  oanaroaa 


for  theneeessitiesof  the  nation.  Tbey  are  wanted 
for  tbe  purpose  of  garrisoning  and  preserving  the 
forts,  which  it  would  he  unpardonable  extiava- 
gaoce  to  suffer  to  eo  to  ruio,  whilst  they  will  al- 
ways keep  alive  some  knowledge  of  the  military 
art,  and  form  the  basis  of  an  army  in  tbe  event 
another  war. 

Bat  it  is  contended,  that  tbe  report  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee is  anti-republican,  because  it  recommends 
the  retention  oi  a  standing  army.  Is  it,  thea, 
what  can  with  propriety  be  cafled  a  standing 
Army?  If  it  be,  had  not  even  Mr.  Jeffersou  a 
standing  army?  Did  he  disband  tbe  whole  of 
tbe  troops  of  the  United  States?  Did  he,  and 
thoiie  who  acted  with  biro,  consider  it  anti-re- 
publican to  keep  upas  many  regular  troops  as 
were  necessary  to  garrison  our  forts  and  keepthem 
in  a  proper  stale  of  repair?  By  no  means!— Re* 
publican  as  they  were,  they  did  not  consider  a  few 
men,  scattered  over  our  immeuHe  trootier,  as  en- 
dangering our  liberties— 'they  did  not  consider  it 
improper  to  retain  what  the  necessities  of  tbe 
nation  required,  and  we  auk  no  more.  Shall  it  be 
said,  that  oar  present  Army  consisted  of  a  greater 
qumber  Aan  nr.  SvBenon  retained  t  1  admittt: 
but  onr  territory  ban  greatly  increased,  onr  fron- 
tiers-have been  widely  extended,  onr  forts  hava 
become  much  more  numerous;  and  as  our  popu- 
lation has  well  nigh  doubled,  we  are  in  no  more 
danger  from  eight  thousand  men  now,  than  we 
were  from  half  the  number  twelve  years  ago. 

It  has  been  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tirginitf.  (Mr.  RANOOLra,)  in  opposition  to  the 
retaining  of  the  present  number  of  troops,  that 
regular  forces  are  not  our  implements  of  war,  and 
that  the  militia  is  the  natural  defence  of  our 
country.  Whilst  1  admit,  la  the  fullest  extent, 
the  value  of  the  militia;  whilst  1  ar.knowledge 
that  ibey  are  the  great  defence  of  the  nation,  and 
that  to  them  we  must  ultimately  look  for  tbe  pro- 
tection of  the  country,  i  cannot  assent  to  the  idea 
that  regulars  are  nnneetasary.  Wttbont  enteKng 
into  a  view  of  tbdreomparativa  merits;  withoat 
endeavoring  to  enhance  the  one,  and  depress  tba 
other,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  all  experience 
establishes  the  necessity  of  some  regular  forces  in 
a  periiHt  of  war.  From  the  time  of  Oeneral 
WAeamoTOH,  whose  opinions,  in  relation  to  the 
continentals  and  militia,  cannot  but  he  recollected, 
to  the  present  day,  no  oiie  has  venture.)  to  suggest 
the  propriety  or  advantage  of  attempting  to  carry 
on  a  war  with  militia  alone.  The  pos!«bsioa  of 
both  species  of  force  has  always  been  found  ne- 
cessary, and  the  use  of  reiftilar  troops  during  the 
last  war  was  utterly  indispensable.  So  mast  it 
be  in  every  future  war;  and  however  valuable 
militia  may  be,  regulars  are  neeeasary  for  the 
garrisoning  the  forts  in  time  of  peace,  and  for  the 
most  active  and  arduons  operations  during  the 
war.  If  so,  prodeoce  requires  that  w«  sboald  not 
dismiss  them  altogether,  nor  redaetrtbe  preaant 
establishment,  which  aearoely  suffices  for  tbe  ne- 
cessary garrisons. 

But  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rai^- 
noitPB,)  does  not  confine  his  objections  to  tha 
Army,  bat  eoacaads  that  the  gaaaml  teadcBey  of 
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tkt  syaten  a^ToeaMd  bf  bis  oppooeDU  ud  by 
dw  geDtlemfttt  from  South  CaroliD*  in  paitieoUr, 
M  to  straogtben  the  hands  of  the  G«eral  Qov- 
•nmcat  and  to  orerthrow  the  power  of  the  Slates. 
He  admits,  iodeed,  that  the  policy  reeommeoded 
woald  be  wise  aod  salatary,  if  this  was  a  Nalioaal 
aod  not  a  Federative  GoTernment,  bat  betieves 
that  if  such  a  system  be  pursuedj  the  federative 
prineiple  wUl  soon  become  aoaihilaled.  This, 
indeed, forms  the  stroogest  argumrat  against  State 
powers  thai  I  have  erer  yet  beard  adraoeed, 
since  it  supposes  that  for  the  preserratiOD  of  these 
sowers  we  moat  forego  proper  measures  of  de- 
nnae,  and  a  just,  wise,  and  liberal  system  of  pol- 
iey.  I  cannot,  tbereforc,  admit  tbe  correctness  of 
the  somestion,  nor  can  J  pennada  myself  that 
tlwre  is  nay  fonndaiion  for  tbia  alarm  about  State 
ridita.  I  wiU  not  detain  the  Committee  by  a  de- 
lul  itf  those  argvmcols  Vith  which  Uiey  must  be 
liuDiliar,  eslabnshiag  tbe  position,  that  there  is  in 
Mr  Government  a  greaur  tendency  to  anarcbjr 
MMng  the  mnaaben  than  tyranny  in  the  bead. 
Mor  will  I  contend,  that  the  &ato  should  have 
leas,  or  tbe  General  Goremment  more  power.  I 
am  satisfied  with  tbe  present  distribution  of  pow- 
er. I  will  mention  only  two  instanoes  wbic& 
serve  to  establish,  beyond  eontradictioo,  that  the 
iwwer  of  tbe  States^  under  our  present  Constitu- 
liMi,  is  amply  safficieot  for  their  self-protection ; 
the  first  of  these  was  afforded  a  few  days  ago  by 
the  gentleman  himself,  when  be  reminded  as,  that 
about  the  year  1798,  apersonage  now  high  in  <«See, 
left  bis  seat  in  this  Hoase  for  one  on  tbe  floor  of 
tb«  Sute  Ij^Matnre,  and  retired  from  the  Na- 
ttonal  GoBBcu,  wher*  bia-  eiertions  were  nnsne- 
eiasfal,  to  wield  in  another  body  the  Democracy 
of  Tiiginia.  Whatever  may  be  onr  opinions  of 
tliia  affiir,  geatlenwn  on  tbe  other  side  of  tbe 
Hooie  irill  acknowledge  that  here  was  one  in- 
stance of  the  successful  efibns  of  a  Sinte  to  break 
down  an  Administiatton  whose  views  it  disap- 
proved. Gentleoaeo  on  our  side  of  the  House 
w«ll  be  equally  satisfied  with  a  more  recent  ex- 
ample. I  mention  this  without  any  disposition 
ttforiminat^  and  with  no  wish  to  excite  irritation. 
I  allude  to  tbe  course  of  events  in  some  of  the 
Basiera  States  during  the  lale  war ;  evenu  which 
ittfficienily  demonstrate  tbe  powers  of  the  States 
not  only  to  protect  tbemselvee  against  eneioaeb- 
n«M8  ii  tbe  Oennal  Goreromeot,  bat  even  to 
far  the  whole  politieat  body,  and  reurd  the  motion 
« this  oompboated  machine. 

For  my  own  part,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  anticipate 
liMle  danger  to  the  States  from  the  Federal  Gov- 
cmment,  so  long  as  we  only  cxereise  the  powers 
ftirly  oonfmed  on  na  by  thie  Conatitntion.  if  an 
aMAck  should  be  made  upon  Sute  rights  and  priv- 
ikges,  tbe  aUrm  will  be  sonnded  throughout  tbe 
Unioa.  Tbe  erartt  du  eorpe  will  animate  the 
whole,  and,  should  tbey  unite,  they  have  power, 
in  different  Ways,  to  step  the  wheels  of  Govern- 
ment. Bven  a  refusal  to  elect  their  Senators 
would  at  once  arrest  its  powers.  So  long  as  a 
Biate  confines  itself  within  iu  proper  sphere, 
mry  other  State  will  sympathise  wbea  it  shall 
M  Mtnshad.  It  is  only  whan  it  waadcrs  beyond 
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iu  orUt  that  it  will  naeet  nuiber  eonnicaaikw 
nor  sympathy. 

Tbe  natural  comae  of  OTonts,  Btr.  Chairman, 
is  alto  gradually  lessening  the  capacity  of  tba 
General  Government  to  criuh  the  Suus,  or  to 
circumscribe  tbeir  Constitutional  power.  The 
continued  and  immense  increase  of  our  territory, 
tbe  expansion  of  oar  population,  the  multi^ist- 
tion  of  tbe  Sutes,  all  tend  to  weaken  the  hands 
of  (be  Federal,  and  to  increase  tbe  security  of 
the  Sute  powers.  The  extension  of  territorj;  it- 
self is  a  sure  protection  against  consolidaiioa. 
So  far  from  this  nation  being  disposed  to  dide 
into  that  system  of  Government,  it  may  be  eoa- 
fidentljr  said,  that  it  conld  not  exist  in  such  a  form, 
for  it  is  scamely  possible  to  conceive  that  tbe 
moliifittions  and  complicated  concerns  of  sneb 
an  extended  and  vanoos  eommnnity,  could  be 
coadneted  bv  a  single  Legislatnre  or  superintend- 
ed by  a  single  Administration. 

1  have  said  that  tbe  extension  of  our  teiTitery 
and  tbe  multlplieationof  disUnt  Slates  increased 
the  security  of  Sute  power,  and  weakened  the 
Federal  band.  All  experience  justifies  the  remark. 
Power  is  always  weak  when  operating  at  a  dts- 
tanee.  Feebleness  in  its  aathority  over  disunt 
Provinces  is  tbe  immediate  law  <tf  extended 
empire.  The  power  of  the  Federal  Government 
:  over  remote  Sutes,  in  case  of  collision,  mut  di- 
minish with  their  disuace.  Tbe  lever  is  against 
it.  Months  must  expire  between  an  order  audits 
execution,  whilst  tbe  well*organized  Sute  Legie* 
lalnre  can  always  act  with  promptitude  and  de- 
cisioa ;  and  nUhough  I  am  1^  no  means  disposed 
to  cbam  tbeir  nmtive  pn^rtions  of  pow«,  I 
conftss  1  have  less  apprehension  for  the  Sunt 
than  I  have  for  the  existence  of  the  Confedemey. 
If  there  be  anythingj  however,  ealeuialcd  to  pro- 
duce a  subversion  of  tbe  State  goverameais  and 
an  inoifeaM  of  power  in  the  Federal  head,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  a  feeble  exercise  of  tbe 
fair  and  uD4|uestioned  powers  of  tbe  Federal  Got- 
ernment,  will  give  rise  to  that  effect  so  much 
deprecated.  If  ever  the  moment  shall  arrive 
when,  for  want  of  a  proper  exertion  of  the  Con- 
stitutional powers  of  this  Government,  the  mSetf 
of  tbe  nation  shall  be  in  danger ;  when,  for  want 
of  credit  and  resources,  of  miliury  strength  and 
of  naval  defence,  the  independence  of  our  eoufr- 
try  shall  be  prostrate  before  tbe  invader,  then, 
indeed,  will  tbe  exisUnce  of  tbe  Sute  Govem- 
menu  be  in  jeopardy.  Pressed  from  witboni, 
wbile  all  tbe  elemeiits  are  jarring  within,  to  wbat 
resource  will  tbe  people  look  for  salvMion  ?  WiU 
tbey  suffer  tbe  Government  to  disstdva  in  its  own 
wealuess,  aod  look  for  protectiim  to  the  iadirid- 
nal  Sutes?  By  nomeaDs;  noonecan  besosao- 
guine  as  to  believe  that  the  Sutes  can,  without 
unioOj^uoceasruUy  defend  themselves.  To  onioB 
we  shall  still  look,  but  to  a  stronger  union ;  for, 
however  indiapoeed  we  may  be  to  eonsolidatioB 
and  all  its  train  of  ills,  there  is  nothing  which  we 
shall  not  be  ready  to  enoounier  for  national  safe- 
ty, for  protection,  for  independence.  Tbe  {treat 
objeet  of  every  people,  in  tbe  esuhlisbment  of 
tbeir  Gavernment,  is  self-paotectinn.    U  ibnir 
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in»titatioDs  do  not  affoid  it,  thtf  will  fall  into 
eoDiempt  with  the  people  themKlves,  and  the 
nataral,  the  ineTiiable  course  of  ihings  will  be  to 
infase  into  them  sreater  vigor  by  a  lioeral  exten* 
sioii  of  power.  The  Terjr  Coostitatioo.  aoder 
whieh  we  hold  our  seats  io  this  House,  strikiogly 
evinces  the  Justoas  of  my  positiou.  Whence 
did  it  spring?  From  the  debility  of  ibe  Coofed- 
eration.  .  Aud  wheoeTer  this  Constitution  shall 
be  so  feebly  admioistered  as  to  afford  do  protec- 
teetioD  against  foreign  aggression,  when  danger 
shall  be  at  our  doors,  and  confusion  and  distrac- 
tion within  ;  then,  indeed,  may  we  apprehend  an 
effort  to  eircnmscribe,  yet  farther,  the  powers  of 
the  States,  and  increase,  yet  more,  the  powers  of 
the  Federal  arm.  From  this  wreck  of  elements 
a  eonsolidaiioa  may  grow,  but  it  never  can  arise 
ftom  a  jnsi  exercise  of  the  powers  we  now  pos- 
seas.  As  a  lover  of  freedom,  as  an  admirer  of  oar 
happy  Constitution,  as  a  stickler  for  the  rights  of 
States,  1  pray  you  let  us  not  bring  our  institutions 
into  disrepute,  and  endanger  the  fabric  of  our 
Governn«i^  bj  leaving  the  nation  without  cred- 
it without  resources,  without  defence,  without 
the  means  of  proteeUon.  Let  as  rather  use,  with 
the  moderation  su^ested  by  the  committee,  our 
anqnestioued  Constitutional  powers,  to  preserve 
our  nation  frtam  self-cou tempt,  and  to  secure  the 
inestimabte  bke&sings  of  national  independence. 

Having  tbu  s,  Mr.  Chairman,  presented  my  view 
of  the  necessixv  of  retaining  our  present  military 
force,  and  replied  to  some  of  the  prominent  ob- 
jections to  t^at  measure,  I  beg  leave  to  say  some- 
thing  in  respect  to  the  Navy.  It  is  proposed  that 
this  importaot  part  of  the  defence  of  our  couatry, 
^ould  be  g^aaually  increased,  until  it  shall  be 
enabled  to  protect  our  coast  from  the  ravages  of 
arery  hostiTe  naval  power.  I  shall  not  attempt, 
Ur.  Chairman,  to  blazoa  the  praise  of  those  whose 
aehievemeots  are  their  best  eologium,  and  whose 
glories  have 

Stack  Dpnttbea  as  the  ana 
la  the  gray  vault  of  heavsn  : 

But  1  vriU  confine  myself  to  the  remark,  that  a 
navy  affords  to  this  nation,  and  particntarty  the 
8ute  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent, the  best,  the  surest,  the  cheapest,  defence. 
While,  on  the  one  band,  it  can  never  endanger 
the  liberties  of  the  nation,  whatever  may  be  its 
extent,  on  the  other,  it  forms  the  most  complete 
protection  for  our  very  extensive  and  very  ex- 
posed Atlantic  frontier.  Let  the  history  of  the 
uat  war  teach  us  wisdom  on  this  subject.  With 
a  superior  aav^,  and  a  few  tiiousand  rwulars, 
the  enemy  kept  in  eontiniul  alarm  a  coast  of  three 
thotiaand  miles.  The  spot  which  they  found 
protected,  they  avoided  ;  the  exposed  and  unde- 
fended, they  ravaged  unresistingly.  Thousands 
of  our  militia  have  been  called  to  the  seaboard  for 
ita  protection;  millions  of  treasure  have  been 
eonsumed  on  that  expensive  system  of  defence, 
and  many  a  gallant  fellow  has  been  the  victim  of 
disease,  while  the  foe  has  confined  his  attack  to 
vulnerable  points,  and  has  rarely  assailed  us  where 
the  yeomanry  of  our  country  were  in  in  arms.  It 


is  impossible  that,  without  a  navy,  we  ever  should 
defend  our  coast,  deeply  indented,  as  it  is,  with 
large  and  navigable  rivers,  against  the  ravageaof 
any  naval  power.  The  whole  popnlaiion  and 
the  whole  wealth  of  the  nation  would  not  en- 
able us  to  present,  at  every  point,  men  in  arms, 
sufficient  to  repel  the  foe ;  while,  on  the  contrary, 
by  means  of  a  gradual  increase  of  our  Navy,  a 
few  years  will  see  us  masters  of  our  own  seas, 
and  our  soil  will  be  protected  from  the  pollution 
of  an  invading  enemy.  Is  there  not  wisdom, 
then,  in  the  measure  t  It  is  one  which  the  inter- 
est of  our  country  commands,  and  the  general 
voice  of  onr  constituents  requires  at  our  hands. 

I  come  next  to  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt ;  one  of  the  most  important  and  interesting 
subjects  presented  to  us  by  the  Committee  or 
Ways  and  Means.  That  debt  has  largely  accu- 
mulated since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  the  committee  have  proposed  to  adopt  at 
once  a  vigorous  system  of  finance  which  will 
enable  us  to  discharge  the  whole  as  rapidly  as  its 
redeemable  character  will  admit.  Who  is  there 
that  can  doubt  the  wisdom  of  such  a  policy? 
Who  can  doubt  the  propriety  of  the  most  vigor- 
ous  exertions  to  get  rid  of  a  burden,  which  op- 
presses the  nation  in  peace,  and  must  paralyze 
her  exertions  when  she  is  engaged  in  war?  Who 
can  hesitate  to  discharge  the  debt  we  have  con- 
tracted instead  of  leaving  it  as  a  legacy  to  our 
children  ?  In  whatever  point  of  view  the  sub- 
ject is  considered,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  this  nation  that  the  debt  should  be  reduced  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  If  we  do  not  desire  topur- 
sue  the  feaifol  example  of  Great  Britain ;  if  we 
wish  to  avoid  the  continued  aeoumtilation  of 
public  burdens,  we  should  not  shrink  from  the 
duty  which  the  i)resent  moment  imposes.  Whence 
is  it  that  the  British  finances  have  become  so  in- 
volved 7  Whence  is  it  that  her  debt  has  accu- 
mulated to  a  thousand  millions?  Because,  after 
the  termination  of  one  war,  she  has  never  liqui- 
dated the  additional  debts  it  created  before  the 
expenses  of  another  had  commenced.  Le.t  us 
then  take  a  lesson  from  her  example.  Let  us 
rapidly  discharge  our  debt,  lest,  as  has  once  al- 
ready happened  to  us,  we  should,  before  it  is 
paid  off,  be  involved  in  other  wars  that  may  in- 
nnitely  increase  it.  Let  us  not  flatter  our- 
selves that  we  are  now  to  have  a  never-ending 
peace.  Qod  forbid  we  should  again  have  war. 
No  man  can  tw  more  averse  to  its  horrors,  none 
can  be  more  forcibly  impressed  with  the  propri- 
ety of  avoiding  it,  than  I  am.  But  peace  does 
not  depend  on  us  alone.  Any  nation  which  may 
be  disposed  to  involve  us  in  hostility  may  do  so, 
however  contrary  to  our  wishes :  and  we  may 
think  ourselves  fortunate  indeed  if  we  shall  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  peace  for  the  term  of  thirteen 
years,  wbicli  is  the  period  fixed  on  by  the  com- 
mittee for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt.  I  do 
not,  indeed,  believe  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

f;ioia,  that  Republics  are  prone  to  war,  and  still 
ess  that  this  nation  has  any  such  propensitr. 
The  history  of  this  people— the  peace  of  thirfy 
yeata-— acquits  them  of  the  ehai^e.  Bat  there 
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isa  Power,  of  warlike  disposition,  with  whomt 
from  rarions  caases,  we  may  expect  frequeDt  aod 
terioDs  collision?.  Thai  Power  is  Great  Britain. 
The  geoilemaD  from  Virginia  bas  admitted  that 
oiber  wars  with  that  powerful  people  are  not 
only  probable  bat  certain.  It  is  one  of  the  evil 
eooseqaences,  as  be  alleges,  of  the  war  from 
which  we  hare  emerged.  *'  The  bolt,"  be  tells 
as,  "has  been  shot,"  and  we  may  now  look  for 
frequent  wars  and  contentions.  Be  it  so.  Is  it 
not  then  important  that  we  sboald  prepare  for 
tbem,  at  least,  by  freeing  oar  resources  from  the 
weiffht  of  debt  by  wbicb  they  are  encumbered  ? 
Shall  we,  with  erery  prospect  of  frequent  coU 
lisloD  with  a  poweriuf  nation,  leave  ourselves 
defenceless,  and  enter  into  aooiher  arduous  con- 
flict without  money,  without  credit,  sod  with  an 
orerwhelroing  debt?  or  shall  we  free  ourselres 
from  the  burden,  get  rid  of  the  heavy  encum- 
brance of  the  interest,  and  if  (which  Heaven 
avert)  new  wars  arise,  be  enabled  to  apply  the 
resources  of  the  nation  to  her  defence,  and  to 
command  the  capital  of  her  people  for  the  sup- 
ply of  her  coffers  in  the  hour  of  her  adversity? 
Of  all  the  plans  of  the  committee  this  is  nearest 
my  heart;  of  all  the  means  of  strengtheoiog 
this  nation,  the  best  is,  the  emancipation  of  our 
finances  from  the  burdens  wbicb  oppress  tbem. 
Our  finances  are,  and  must  long  continue,  our 
weakest  point.  Do  as  we  will,  we  shall  always 
find,  it  difficult  enough  to  command  resources  in 
time  of  war.  Let  as  not  increase  the  difficulty. 
Let  us  endeavor  to  diminish  it.  !f  we  enter  into 
war  under  the  pressure  of  debt,  we  shall  find  it 
difficult  to  borrow,  both  because  our  credit  will 
Dot  be  so  good,  nor  the  amount  of  capital  to  be 
loaned  so  great^  as  if  that  debt  bad  first  been  dis- 
ohar;ged ;  and  if  we  lay  taxes,  those  taxes  must 
go  to  pay  interest  to  the  public  creditor,  instead 
of  raising  soldiers,  procuring  supplies  and  giving 
vigor  and  efficacy  to  our  miliiary  operations.  I 
trust,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  a  just  sense 
of  tbese  important  considerations  will  urge  us  to 
adopt  the  vigorous  system  of  the  exttngufshmeot 
of  the  debt,  which  has  been  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Finance. 

But  how  shall  we  effect  these  desirable  ob- 
jects? How  retain  the  necessary  troops,  make 
provision  for  our  crippled  officers  prepare  for 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy,  and  secure  the 
extinguishment  of  the  debt  which  presses  upon 
the  nation  9  How— hot  by  bearing  tne  necessary 
taxes?  Fortunately  there  never  was  a  period  at 
which  tbe  produce  of  the  country,  from  one  end 
of  tbe  continent  to  the  o^her,  commanded  higher 
prices  than  now.  Our  prosperity  is  great,  and 
our  people  ate  willing  to  pay  something  towards 
tbe  important  objects  I  have  been  contemplating. 
They  will  perceive  that  all  the  taxes  have  been 
reduced  to  about  ooe-balf  their  former  amount, 
and  those  which  were  peculiarly  oppressive  or 
disagreeable  bare  been  entirely  removed.  I  feel 
the  lultest  confidence  that  they  will  approve  the 
measures  which  propose  to  retain  a  portion, 
rather  than  forego  the  advantafes  we  nave  in 
view. 
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There  remains  but  a  few  remarks  io  relstiun  tn 
tbe  direct  tax  in  jHirtiealar,  with  which  I  shaU 
trouble  tbe  Committee.  It  has  been  severely  an- 
imadverted 00,  as  unequal  and  oppressive.  I 
cannot  believe  it.   If  indeed  there  be  an  iaeqaal- 
ity,  I  am  surprised  to  hear  tbe  eomptaiois  from  : 
tbe  quarter  whence  tbey  have  proceeded.  If  un-  ' 
equal,  it  mu^t  operate  against  those  Slates  where  I 
the  nominal  price  of  the  land  bears  the  greatest  i 

Eroportioo  to  iu  real  value.  It  must,  tberefure^ 
e  unfavorable  to  thickly  settled  States,  and  far 
vorable  to  the  people  of  tbe  Suaib  and  the  West, 
whose  population  is  more  diitperaed,  and  nhuie 
lands  are  not  estimated  at  their  intrinsic  worth. 
But  tbe  inequality,  if  it  existed,  caaoot  be  very 
important,  since  the  tax  itself  is  so  li;thi ;  amount* 
ing,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  only  fourteen 
cents  ou  one  hundred  dollarsvalue,  or  about  seven 
dollars  on  an  estate  worth  fire  ihonsaod.  The 
people  of  these  States  are  too  intelligent  to  be 
led  to  regard  a  tax  like  this  as  odious  and  op- 
pressive. 

I  know  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether  it  be  ia 
order  to  allude  to  the  probable  course  which  may 
he  pursued  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, (tbe  Senate.)  Let  it  be  recollected  that, 
by  the  law  of  the  last  session,  the  direct  tax  was 
rendered  permaQcni,  and  it  cannut  now  be  re- 
moved without  tbeconrent  of  that  branch.  There 
is  reason  to  suppose  that  if  an  entire  repeal  t4 
the  tax  should  pass  this  House,  the  Senate  may 
reject  it,  and  gentlemen  will  probably  be  left  to 
the  alternative  of  taking  a  permaDeot  tux  of  six 
millions,  or  a  tax  for  one  year  of  three  millions. 
If,  then,  tbey  are  averse  to  tbe  direct  tax,  ihey 
ought  to  support  tbe  rescHulion  upon  your  ubie, 
rather  than  encounter  the  still  greater  evil  which 
willeusue  from  its  rejection. 

In  tendering  my  thanks  to  tbe  Commitiee  for 
their  polite  attention  to  my  lame  and  uniotere«t- 
iog  remarks,  I  wilt  conclude  with  expreasing  my 
earnest  solicitude  that  we  may  pursue  the  path, 
on  the  present  important  occasion,  that  leads  to 
tbe  happiness  and  honor  of  our  common  country. 

When  Mr.  T.  bad  concluded— 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise,  in  order  to  take  intoconitideratioo  hit 
proposition  for  reducing  the  Army,  previous  to 
deciding  on  the  question  now  before  the  House. 

This  motion  having  been  negatived — 

Mr.  Rahdolpb  rose,  and  delivered  a  speech  of 
three  hours  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  general 
question  from  that  taken  by  Mr.  Cai^hodm  and 
Mr.  TocuB,to  whom  prioeipatly  hii speech  wu 
in  rei^y.  when  he  concluded,  ibe  Commitiee 
rose,  reported  pn^reaa,  and  obtained  leave  to  ait 
again. 

Mr.  RANiWLPa  rose  to  make  a  motion  respect- 
ing a  discrepancy  be  bad  discovered  between  the 
accooDt  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  from  tbe 
commencement  of  the  Government,  recently  laid 
before  tbe  House,  and  that  which  was  laid  before 
Congress  some  years  ago. 

Before  the  motion  was  stated  from  the  Chair, 
it  was  discovered  there  was  not  a  quorao  pre^ 
ent ;  and  the  House  a^journad. 
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Mr.  R0BBBT8ON,  from  tbe  Coaimiiiee  on  ibe 
PufaKc  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Leftn  Tradeao;  wbich  was  read  twice, 
and  eunifuiued  to  a  Cominiltee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  Rardolpb  tabmUted  ibe  foUowtog  reso- 
Iniion,  wbieb  was  reafl,  and  ordered  to  lia  on  tbe 
table: 

Rttoloed,  That  tbe  Saeretuy  of  the  Tnvmaj  be 
lagnired  to  lay  bafcie  tbia  Hoom  tbe  cidm  of  tbe  dif- 
iMDca  in  tbe  annad  amoont  of  oxpanditDnB  in  reU- 
tian  to  tbe  MilUan  and  Naval  BrtabHahmanta,  from 
tile  4lh  March.  17M,  to  the  end  of  tbe  year  1808,  as 
ptaaeoted  in  the  letter  ftea  theSacKtaiyof  tbeTrea- 
anj  of  April  8, 1810;  and  the  annoal  amonot  of  ex- 
IMttiUtarea  in  relation  to  tbe  Mme  object^  ae  atated  in 
a  letter  fiom  the  aame  Department,  bearing  date  Jan- 
■arj  84, 1816. 

The  Spukbr  laid  before  tbe  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Conimisatooer  of  the  Qeaeral  Land  Of- 
fice. iraaxinittiBsr  a  soppLemeotarjr  report  of  tbe 
land  conmisaiooers  io  the  late  Territory  of  New 
Orleaas,  now  State  of  Louisiana  j  whteh  w«e 
icferred  to  the  Gottoitiee  oa  the  Pablie  Landi. 

THE  REVENUE. 

Tbe  Hoaae  then  reaolred  itself  into  a  Conmit- 
lae  uf  tbe  Whole,  00  tbe  report  of  the  Committee 
I    of  Wajra  aod  Means. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Ordnance 
deparimeat— for  ordoaoce  stores,  fbrtificatioos, 
Ae.— was  ukeo  ap,  and  the  blank  therein,  on 
aotioo  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  after  some  opposition 
from  Meanrs.  Wrioht,  and  Kiaa  of  Massaeba- 
aeitH.  was  filled  up  with  the  snm  of  91,650224. 

Tne  rexoluiion  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Meani^  and  Mr.  Hahdim's  motion  to 
amend  the  same,  respectioff  tbe  direct  tax,  next 
occaaied  tbe  attention  of  Uie  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  J0BII8ON,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  many 
rea-ona,  not  oolf  to  justify^  but  to  make  it  hie  dotyj 
'  BR^iD**  ^  incliaation,  to  trouble  the  Comniittee. 
First,  tbediaeaasioa  had  not  been  canfiaed  to  the 
subject  under  consideration,  bat  bad  been  ex- 
tended, as  nsoal,  to  all  subjects,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic; secondly,  tbe  moat  directattaek  had  bean 
made  opon  alt  toe  military  subjects  snbaltted  to 
the  Military  Commiiiee;  all  tbe  measurea  re- 
poried  by  them,  tbe  inTslid  corps,  military  aead* 
emiet.  &0.,  and  pariicolarly  tbe  ledaciion  of  tbe 
Army  from  ten  tiiousaod  to  six  thousand.  Mr.  J. 
■aid,  although  he  sboold  eoafioe  himself  princi- 
pally to  the  military  subject,  be  could  oat  let  tbe 
epportoaiiy  pass  of  saying  a  word  in  reply  to 
■ome  remarks  whicb  had  been  made  io  debate. 
TbegeDtleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  (Mr,  Cal- 
koob)  has  expressed  ao  opiqion  that  our  measuns 
sboold  be  predicated  upeu  a  supposition  that 
Gnat  Britain  was  ooljr  separated  from  the  United 
Slates  as  the  Canadaa  and  the  Florida*.  We 
oAca  resort  to  the  history  of  Bogland,  and  to  the 
opinions  of  her  statesmen,  for  information  on 
political  subjects.  If,  on  this  occasion,  we  resort 
lb  the  same  sources,  we  shall  discover  tbat,  from 
tU  views  and  seotimenu  of  the  'most  distin- 
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goished  patriots,  the  British  chaooel  is  of  itself 
sufficient  to  make  it  the  true  policy  of  the  British 
Government  to  act  upon  its  insular  sitoatioo — to 
abstain  from  ioterferiog  io  tbe  ConiiDenlal  sys- 
tem. Tbe  Court  party  maiotaiaed  a  different 
opinion,  and  succeeded  in  their  policy,  (except 
for  abort  intervale,)  the  consequences  of  wbieh 
have  involved  Great  Britain  in  great  diffiealiiw 
and  wars.  Expenses  have  been  iaetvred  that 
would  have  raised  a  Chinese  wall  aroiud  Ibe 
island.  It  must  be  left  to  conjecture  what  woald 
have  been  tbe  precise  result  of  the  opposite  doe- 
trine  j  but  it  is  eoofideoily  believed  tbat  tbe  Bag- 
lish  nation  would  have  been  at  least  as  happy,as 
rich,  and  as  free;  tbat  the  poor  would  not  nave 
been  more  numerous;  tbat  the  public  debt  weald 
not  have  been  more  eoormous;  that  tbe  char- 
acter of  the  nation  would  bare  been  as  distin- 
guished for  wisdom^  scieoee,  and  valor;  that  tbe 
uxes  would  not  have  been  more  burdensome ; 
that  liberty  of  cooscieoce  would  not  have  beea 
more  limited.  If  the  British  channel  could  jus- 
tify such  a  system,  the  separation  of  the  United 
States  from  Europe  and  Great  Britain  left  not  a 
single  doubt  opon  tbe  mind.  But  tbia  view  of 
the  subject  doea  not  depend  luwn  reasoning  and 
analogy,  but  upon  matters  of  fact.  Only  suppoae 
Boclaaa  and  Ireland,  with  a  population  of  two 
millions,  aooexed  to  Canada  and  separated  from 
us  by  a  mathematical  lioe,  leogth  without  breadth, 
a  geographical  bouoJary,  governed  by  tbe  Prince 
Regent  and  his  Ministry,  with  their  jealousy 
and  hostility,  and  all  the  pecuniary  resources  « 
that  absolnie  monarchy ;  would  not  every  gentle- 
man  agree  that  our  measures  would  have  to  be 
different  from  what  they  need  to  be  now,  in  ex- 
pense, in  extent  ?  In  such  event  you  would  have 
forthwith  to  increase  your  Army  and  your  Navy 
to  an  extent  tbat  would  be  very  bnrdeasome  to 
the  people.  Mr.  J.  said  he  could  not  agree  io  the 
sentiments  of  the  same  worthy  member,  that  a 
statesman  should  act  upon  possibility,  aad  not 
upon  probability,  In  measares  of  defence  aad  pn- 
cantion.  This  sentiment  woold  lead  us  into 
great  extraragaoee,  such  as  could  not  be  aoj^ 
ported  consistently  with  tbe  enjoyment  of  thai 
independence  and  liberty  which  our  Constitution 
and  Government  would  seem  to  hold  out  to  us. 
We  should  not  act  upon  any  evidence  less  than 
probability.  To  prove  the  danger  of  this  deo- 
trine,  we  need  ooly  advert  to  the  sentiment  whieh 
grew  out  of  it — for  the  gentleman  treats  with 
great  severity  the  idea  01  increasing  our  Navy 
gradually.  He  is  for  going  tbe  whole  leogth  at 
this  time.  Now  is  the  dme^  says  the  geotlemaa, 
and  the  only  limit  given  is  our  power  to  man  this 
Navy  with  our  sailors  and  seamen,  who  are  esti- 
maled  at  eighty  thousand.  The  universal  gal- 
lantry and  ^ood  conduct  of  our  Nary  has  pro- 
duced a  universal  sentiment  as  to  its  efficiency, 
and  a  willingness  to  increase  its  power  gradually, 
aecordtDg  to  our  means,  until  we  have  a  pledge 
of  a  reasonable  pruteetioa  in  ease  of  war.  Any 
measure,  or  any  other  sentiment,  would  ban  a 
direct  tendency  to  prevent  the  growth  of  th« 
Navy.  A  difierent  course  may  be  reeomn«i<M 
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firom  seal  aod  patriDtism,  hot  it  will  injarc  the 
oaase  it  is  iotcaaed  to  promote. 

The  gentlemao  from  Virgioia  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph) bad  discovered,  previous  to  the  declara- 
lioD  01  war,  a  speck  of  war  in  the  political  hori- 
aOD,  aad  wat  alarmed.  Mr.  J.  begged  leave  to 
eall  the  atieotira  of  the  worth;  gentleman  to  a 
meiDorable  example  to  be  foond  in  the  pages  of 
aacred  writ,  as  to  the  eooseqaeaces  of  sobmis- 
aioD,  and  beariag  insalts  withoot  resistance — ref- 
erence wav  made  to  a  book  which  abounded  with 
examples^  in  religion,  in  morals,  and  in  polities, 
and  to  arbicb  the  gentleman  fnmi  Vi^nia  so  often 
aUaded  with  ao  maeh  pleasufe ;  when  Moses 
bfMghc  the  efaildren  otUnA  in  aighi  of  the 
l^otmaed  land,  ehosen  men  were  aent  down  to 
Tiew  it ;  when  tbej  rettirned,  such  an  aeeoant 
wat  given  of  the  giants  who  possessed  the  land, 
that  notwttbstnndiag  the  inflaeoce  of  their  great 
leader,  the  children  of  Israel  refased  positively 
to  go  down  and  possess  themselves  of  their  io- 
beritanee.  The  sons  of  Anak  terrified  them. 
This  cowardice  was  the  effect  of  sabmission  to 
Egyptian  bondage,  for  which  God  manifested  his 
di^leasnre  by  dooming  all  the  warriors  to  wan- 
der forty  years  in  the  wilderness  and  to  die,  until 
a  new  race  of  men  shoold  grow  ap  who  had 
never  felt  the  heavy  band  of  oppression,  and  who 
willingly  acoomplisbed  that  which  their  fathers 
•bottld  have  done. 

It  is  now  time  to  confine  oar  attention  to  the 
lednoiion  of  the  Army.  This  anlriect  has  given 
to  the  fogcnnity  of  gentlemen  a  wide  range ;  bnt 
Ae  qneetion  does  not  admit  of  it.  Pointa  hare 
bctn  elaborately  discussed  that  are  not  involved. 
There  are  many  points  in  which  we  agree,  and 
very  few  in  which  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion. 
Pint,  there  is  no  disagreement  as  to  the  worth 
and  character  of  the  militia;  nor  is  the  relative 
merit  of  regular  troops  and  militia  involved  in 
thifl  debate.  Such  qoestions  cannot  be  decided 
by  mathematical  certainty.  Nor  is  it  necessary ; 
the  merit  of  each  is  acknowledged ;  the  efficiency 
of  every  kind  of  military  force  depends  upon  so 
many  contingencies,  the  cause  in  which  they  are 
Mgaged,  the  term  of  service,  the  manner  of  Qght- 
iogi  the  ground  occupied,  ihe  officers  command- 
lag,  that  no  particular  case  of  panic  or  misfor- 
tane  can  change  our  opinion.  For,  in  appealing 
a>  history,  we  ahonld  find  memorable  examples 
to  rapport  this  idea,  such  as  the  defence  of  Tber- 
mopylKj  the  battle  of  Marathon,  compoaed  of  the 
pofolaiion  of  Oreece,  and  the  battle  of  Cannae, 
ay  what  we  eall  mercenary  troops,  or  a  regular 
amy.  The  ancients  ha'd  no  Tery  correct  idea  of 
a  wvll-organiied  standing  army,  although  Car- 
thage and  other  kingdoms  employed  mercenary 
troc^,  while  the  citizens  were  exempt  from  mili- 
tary duty.  For  these  troops,  under  trying  cir- 
eomstances,  could  not  be  refled  on  nor  controlled. 
Thirdly,  the  subject  of  a  standing  army  cannot 
be  lovMved  in  thisexamiDatiooyalthougb  gentle- 
laen  have  uniformly  pressed  the  subject.  No 
finsideration  can  justify  a  standing  army  in  time 
We  may  differ  as  to  the  amount  of 
tM  Fence  EataUishmeuli  there  cannot  be  a  direr* 
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sity  of  sentiment  among  men  who  lore  libertyi 
indejpendence,  aad  a  free  conatrr,  as  to  ataadf  ag 
armies.  A  standing  army  wonld  be,  in  time  « 
peace,  ioconststeat  with  the  Constitatioa  and  oar 
free  institutions.  We  want  no  rq^^ar  amy  to 
suppress  iasurreclion,  for  none  exiala.  In  sack 
an  event  t^e  militia  are  subject  to  the  call  of  iIm 
President.  Nor  to  execute  the  laws,  for  theoifil 
officers  are  all  obeyed  by  the  citizens;  and  if  the 
citiiens  resist  the  execution  of  :the  laws,  (ha 
marshal  has  the  power  of  putting  down  aitf  seek 
raaislanae  as  is  likely  to  arise  in  the  Qniiad 
States.  N«r  to  snppoat  the  Adaainiatratioa  of  the 
Oorernment;  ibti  depeaja  apoa  the  wHt-of  ila 
people ;  apoa  the  eketive  ftaaohise.  A  ataadiag 
army  is  aai^eroas  to  liberty.  Room  dapendn 
upon  tbe  citizeas,  the  mUitia  of  the  eoaotry,  Am 
hundred  and  fifty  yean  before  tbe  inirodoetim  of 
a  nierecnnry-  foroe,  wbiob  alctoMlel  bPMghc  «aek 
calamity  apoa  that  great  and  mighty  empire. 
Nor  can  it  he  forgotten  that  a  staadiag  army  has 
been  ^e  most  powerful  iustrumeot  ia  the  han^ 
of  power  and  usarpation.  It  has  eeldom  foiled 
of  suooess.  Bat  notwilhstonding  the  examplea 
of  ancient  times,  such  as  Philip  of  Hacedoa,  and 
Cttsar,  a  regular  army  in  modern  times  has  been 
most  misebievons  and  daageroos  to  liberty,  on 
account  of  its  perfect  organization,  subordtnation, 
and  discipline;  all  tbe  despotisms  in  the  world 
are  snpported  by  this  powerfol  iastniment.  All 
tbe  Qoreroments  of  Europe  and  all  the  tyns^ 
of  the  day  are  sapported  by  this  means. 

All  must,  therefore,  agree,  that  in  times  of 
peace,  and  in  the  fint  moments  of  war,  we 
must  depend  npon  the  population  of  the  United 
States,  well  organized^Iassified,  and  the  tern 
of  service  extended.  What  has  been  aaid  does 
not  presuppose  that  we  can  diepense  with  all  of 
our  iorees.  All  agree  that  we  most  keep  a  Peace 
Establishment,  a  small  force,  commensurate  with 
certain  objecu  and  riews,  which  will  be  metfr- 
tioned.  The  first  oMeet  is  to  nrrisoo  onr  forts 
on  our  wide-extended  territorial  frontier,  and  to 
maintain  and  keep  in  repair  our  fortifications  oa 
the  seaboard  and  on  the  lakes ;  not  only  tbe  exi•^ 
ing  fortifications  and  forts,  but  those  to  be  erected. 
We  should  cast  the  eye  around  and  view  the 
great  extent  of  this  maritime  and  territorial  et 
posnre,  and  look  at  the  number  of  our  nrrisoos 
and  our  fortifications,— at  Casiine,  Wlseassfl^ 
Portland,  Portimoutb,  Boston,  Nev  Bedford 
NewporLjVew  London,  New  Yoit,  Fort  WK^t 
Fort  McHenry,  Fort  Washington.  Norfolk,  Fort 
Johnson,  in  North  Carolina,  Charleston,  Saran* 
nah,  Fort  Hawkins,  Mobile,  Fort  St.  Philippe, 
New  Orleans,  Natchez,  St.  Louis,  Fort  Qarfc, 
Fort  Wayne,  ChieaEO,  Qreenbay,  Mackinac,  De- 
troit, Fort  Niagara,  Saekett*8  Harbor,  Pfaitiri>aT|, 
Greeobnsh,  and  otfaen  about  to  be  erected  in  snot 
places  as  the  late  war  has  pointed  out-  To  each 
garrison  assign  the  nominal  amount  of  one  ban- 
dred  men,  which  will  not  give  more  than  seventy 
efficient  men,  and  you  have  for  this  ofa|jeet  alone 
a  demand  for  fire  tboa^and. 

Sd.  The  second  object  will  embrace  such  a 
distribution  of  force  as  will  secure  as  on  o«r 
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froBtfer,  from  banditti,  or  raaraadlDg  pirttes  of 
lndi«D3,  or  the  idsvIu  and  inramons  of  the  aob- 
jecis  of  Spain  in  Florida,  and  of  Great  Britain  in 
Canada. 

One  thoQsand  meo  should  be  placed  some- 
where on  the  Niagara  or  Northern  jrootier ;  ooe 
thoQsaod  in  some  healthy  sitoation  in  Louisiana 
or  the  Mobile;  ooe  thousand  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Detroit,  and  we  thousand  iu  some  eligible 
plaoeontfaeMissiauppL  This  will  amount  to  the 
whole  miliurr  force  of  the  Cniied  Slates  except 
the  corps  of  light  artillery.  Indeed,  it  is  well 
known  that  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  can 
aerer  gire  ns  an  ^eieat  force  of  more  than  seven 
•r  eight  thoaaand.  To  eaforee  my  idea  of  this  dis- 
irihniion,  let  ns  rceolleet  the  indignity  and  abuse 
ofiered  to  citizens  of  Detroit  since  the  war,  who 
were  arrested  and  drtrea  from  Sandwich  by  the 
mSitary,  withoot  any  prorooation  ;  oilixens  of 
Detroit  who  had  crossed  the  Straight  for  ihe 
eommon  purposes  of  eolleetiog  debts,  and  for  the 
purposes  of  commerce  and  trade.  From  actual 
returns,  at  this  moment  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates  IS  less  than  eight  tbousaad  men. 

3d.  There  is  another  object  for  retaining  this 
fotee,  not  less  important  than  those  which  hare 
been  mentioned— the  preserrfition  of  military 
knowledge ;  to  hare  a  rallying  point  in  case  of 
danger  or  war }  to  retain  the  nowledge  we  hare 
acquired  of  camp  dutj,  field  erolnlions  and  mil- 
itary discipline.  This  science  cannot  be  taught 
in  garrison,  or  with  one  hundred  men — it  requires 
at  least  a  regiment. 

It  is  betieved  that  the  people  of  the  United 
I  States  would  be  dissatisfied  with  a  greater  re- 
duction of  the  Army.  The  country  wouhl  be  too 
insecure,  and  the  militia  snbject  lo  be  called  from 
their  farms  on  every  alarm.  In  relation  to  the 
direct  tax — if  the  Committee  will  reduce  it  one- 
half,  from  $6,000,000  to  $3,000,000,  and  limit  its 
operation  to  one  year,  Mr.  J,  said,  he  wonld  rote 
for  it. 

The  direct  tax  is  the  most  objectionable  tax 
that  can  be  collected,  and,  therefore,  it  shonM  be 
limited  to  one  year,  that  we  may  dispense  with 
it  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  expensiTe  in  its  col- 
lection, and  burdensome  in  its  operation.  In 
time  of  war  we  must  tax  CTerrfhlng  from  neces- 
sity, but  in  time  of  peace  we  snoald  be  moderate 
ID  our  taxes,  and  take  hold  of  the  luxuries  of  life 
and  the  rieh,  as  much  as  possible ;  and  after  the 
present  year,  it  is  probable  we  may  dispense  with 
tfaedirect  tax,  but  itmustbeeontinned  for  the  pre- 
sent, as  we  have  a  fioating  debt  of  $£5,000,000  to 

aofif;  and  our  national  debt  is  upwards  of 
,000,000.  We  bare  to  pay  for  horses  lost 
>B  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  other 
property ;  and  we  hare  to  nrovide  for' the  widow 
ana  (he  orphan  <^  the  officer  and  soldier  who 
weie  killed  in  battle,  or  who  di^  in  the  service; 
and  these  claims  should  be  paid  by  every  part  of 
the  United  States,  wbieh  can  only  be  done  by 
taking  the  money  from  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Much  has  been  said  respecting  internal  policy. 
Oa  this  ralgeet  there  ahooM  be  but  one  opinion. 


Upon  the  subject  of  protecting  raanttfactures  by 
discriminating  duties — this  interest  olauus  our 
first  attention.  It  is  as  important  as  the  iada- 
pendenee  of  the  nation  j  for  how  can  any  naliaa 
be  independent  withoot  making  its  own  neeea- 
saries  of  life  7  The  roioe  of  the  nuion  has  bea» 
distinctly  heard  upon  this  poinL  and  ail  etasseaof 
men,  with  few  exceptions,  call  for  this  p«otectiok 
Independent  of  the  importsnee  of  dits  anl^t 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  tha  nanuiaeuucesaf 
hemp,  of  ootKm,  of  wool,  and  of  evivythang 
ban  «WK  the  rrnalt,  ia  a  §iwt  nfaaoM,  of  Ac 
late  war. 

Citiseas  hare  taraed  thair  capital  iato^aaci* 

ttc  manitfaetnrea,  not  mbjeet  to  the  eootrol  of 
foreign  nations;  and  this  Ming  thecase,tber»iaa 
moral  obligation  existing  upon  the  GovernmeM  ta 
give  reasonable  protection  to  these  people.  Upon 
this  subject  the  mind  must  expand,  and  take  hi 
the  various  climates  and  productions  of  the  Uni^ 
ted  Slates,  and  the  various  mannfactoties,  and 
act  upon  a  policy  enlarged  and  liberal.  Any 
other  views  would  consider  the  States  foreign  to 
each  other,  and  the  people  as  strangers — a  policy 
which  dors  not  become  the  American  statesmaiu 
And  in  relation  to  roads  and  canals,  which  mar 
open  different  ehaanclaof  connMCAitMr  which 
may  fiutilitate  miliury  openiions  in  iniure-;  wa 
ahuild  all  aaiie  ia  this  ayatam  of  inlcaal  im- 
prennent.  Thcec  are  some  of  the  IraiWU 
aoanci  of  the  pfMpeNy  of  aationB,  with  whi^ 
we  nuM  eaaounwa  cmrUuBg  that  wiU  iacot 
oate  fdrtve,  moniuf,  painotiam,  teceUigaMC,  a«i 
eour^. 

Mr.  LowNnas  then  addressed  the  Committee 
in  defence  of  the  report  under  eonaideialion,  aatt 
in  reply  to  the  objections  urged  agaiaat  it  ia  tha 

course  of  the  debate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  H&aDnt*# 
motion  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  declare 
it  expedient  to  repeal  the  direct  tax,  and  decided 
in  Ihe  native— for  the  amendmeut  69,  against 
it  88. 

At  the  reuuest  of  Mr.  ELutnui,  the  rcsolatioa 
was  then  laid  on  the  table;  and  the  Conuuttec 
took  up  the  bill  to  repeal  the  datiee  on  -carlaia 
domestic  manufactures;  which  harlng  been  gone 
through,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  prognaat 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  took  up,  successively,  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  Ordnance  department, 
agreeing  to  the  amendment  made  therein  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  duties  on  certain  domestic  manafaetures. — 
The  latter  bill  was  so  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
SaaaEAHT,  as  to  make  the  repeal  take  effect  from 
the  passage  of  the  act,  instead  of  the  18th  AprU 
□ext.  Both  bills  were  ordered  to  a  third  readtag, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 

Satobdat,  February  3. 
An  engrossed  bill  entitled  <*An  act  to  repeat  (In 
duties  on  eertaia  utieles  mannnietttred  witMa 
the  United  Statess,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
pHsed. 
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INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS. 

Ur.  Lattihorb,  from  tbe  eommitwe  to  whom 
were  referred  the  memorial  of  ihe  Legidatare  of 
the  MtsMBMppi  Territory,  and  the  petitions  of 
nindry  iDhabftabia  of  said  Territory,  relatiog  to 
ladiaa  depredatioos,  made  a  report;  which  wan 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  uf  the  Whole 
on  Wednesday  next. — Tbe  report  is  as  follows : 

The  petitioners  sUte  diat  tbe  inbabitaDts  of  tbe  eait- 
cn  aeclioD  of  tbe  MisuHippi  Territor;  snstuned,  dur- 
iDg  tke  lata  war,  wy  great  loaMa  of  proper^,  which 
waa  slolan  or  daatrayed  by  tbe  hoatile  Creak  bidiaM, 
and,  in  aena  intaiieea,  taken  Iroin  them  b;  dw  troops 
U  tiMaervkaoftlie  United  States;  and  pray  that  rep- 
ma^km  aiaj  be  mads  to  the  sofierers  oat  of  tho  lands 
•bli^Bed  fi«B  that  nation  of  Indians  by  the  Treaty  of 
Peaea. 

Amosfst  tha  doeomeuts  rebting  to  this  sabject  are 
fltatemeiits (which are swttfn  to)of  the  losses stutained 
1^  (ue  haodred  and  Ihirtean  persona,  which  are  eiiti- 
mated,  io  the  whole,  at  9137*906.  As  these  iii{joriea 
were  inflicted  by  tbe  enemy,  who  have  made,  by  a  ces* 
iion  of  tarritoryt  what  Uie  patitioners  eoneuve  to  be 
ample  compensation  fiir  all  loiaea  sostained  aa  well  as 
expenses  iDcaired  by  their  hosUlity,  thry  seem  to  think 
Aat  the  sufierers  in  qnestion  are  enwled  to  peculiar 
laKef. 

Tour  committee  hare  examined  Ae  grooad  of  this 
daiffli  bat  Uiey  find  nnthing  to  sopport  it,  either  in  the 
taeaty  with  tbe  Creeks  or  any  oUier  aathentie  doeo- 
Maot  wlueh  they  have  been  able  to  procure.  U  there< 
hn,  idiaf  Aall  be  granted  to  theoe  aofirei^  it  nrast, 
in  tlw  opinioatfyimreomfliittee.be  done  apoD  a  gen- 
aml  pioe^,  which  woakl  be  applk^ie  to  the  eaass 
af  all  who  bare  soffered  from  aimilar  caasea  in  other 
parts  uf  the  United  States.  In  giving  this  opinion, 
yanr  committee  have  no  disposition  to  impair  the  im- 
preasion  fwodaced  by  the  afflicting  sceoes  tbiough  which 
the  eastern  inbabiunu  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
have  passed  or  to  diminiah  whatever  claim  they  may 
have  to  the  hamantty  of  tha  Goramment*  in  consider- 
ation  of  their  present  dutiess.  Bar>  whatever  may  be  ■ 
tbe  merita  of  tiieir  claim  on  ibis  score,  your  committee 
eannot  perceive  tbe  propriety  of  any  provisioa  for  their 
relief  which  shall  not  extend  similar  relief  in  all  sim- 
ilar cases,  and  therefore  snbmit  tbe  following  resolntion: 

JUioioedt  That  tbe  prayer  of  the  peti^ners  oi^ht 
Mt  to  be  granted. 

THE  KEVBNDE. 
Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  tbe  report  of  tbe  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  respecting  the  revcDue ;  and 
after  a  short  time  spt;Dt  thereiu,  tbe  Committee 
rose. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  tbe  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  proposition  to  reduce 
the  annual  direct  tax  to  three  millions.  Tbe 
^endmeot — agreed  to  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  io  Committee  of  the  Whole — to  limit  the 
tax  to  one  year,  so  as  to  bring  the  question  anon- 
ally  before  the  House,  was  eoocnrred  io  by  yeas 
and  nays— for  the  amendment  109^  against  it  16, 
aa  follows: 

Tbis— 1ie«sn.Alexandsr.  Atheiton,Baar,  Bwbeor, 
Bassett,  Bsylias,  Bennett,  BeUs,  Blonnt,  Boss,  Brad- 
boty,  Breefceniidge,  Brigham,  Bnx^  Brown,  Biyan, 
BnnBide,Bnrwell,GaldwdI,Gannon,Chappell,Claifce 
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of  North  Carolina,  Chiton.  CenMM^,  Conner,  Cnw- 
ford,  Colpeper,  Gathbert,  Darlington,  Deeba,  PorsyCb, 
Glasgow,  Goldsborongh,  Goodsryn,  Griffin,  Hnhn, 
Hsie,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Hdater,  nendereonp  Herbert, 
Huger,  Hoogarford,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacfcson, 
ioboson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr 
of  Virginis,  Lewis,  Love,  I.owndes,  Lumpkin,  t>yVa, 
Lyon,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentnc- 
k;,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Marfree,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Noyn,  Ormaby,  Parris,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleat- 
ante,  Powell,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Roane,  Root,  Roaa,  : 
Rogglo^  Savage,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
Stanford,  Steams,  Strong,  Taggail^  Tate,  Taul.  Tay- 
lor ofSonth  Carolina.  Telftb,Thomaa,  Thnmp^  Tucker, 
Vose,  Wallaes^  Ward  of  MaMadiaaetta,  Wu-d  of  New 
York,  Ward  of  New  Jeney,  Wheaton,  V^hiteaide, 
Wiloox,  WUde,  WiUiams,  WiHonghby.  WilUam  WH-  j 
■on,  Woodward,  Wiifl^t,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Naxs— Messrs.  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Gaston,  Gol^ 
Hammond,  Hanaon,  Hopkinson,  Jewett,  Middleton, 
Mills,  MUnor,  Sergeant,  Smith  of  Pennsylvanii^  Woo- 
dover,  Wilkin,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Mr.  Haboin  then  renewed  the  motion,  which 
he  bad  made  witboat  aoccesa  io  the  Comrnitcee 
of  the  Whole,  to  amend  the  reM^ation  so  ma  Co 
declare  it  expedient  to  repeal  immediately  the  di- 
reet  tax,  and  thereon  demanded  the  yeaa  mad 
nays. 

Mr.  DsaHA  spoke  a  few  words  to  correct  a  mia- 
apprehension  ui  tbe  reporter,  from  not  being  able 
tu  bear  Mr.  D.  distinctly  on  a  former  day,  when 
the  motion  waa  made  to  reduce  the  direct  tax. 
He  was  desirous  to  reduce  tbe  direct  tax,  and  Co 
make  it  annual,  but  not  to  abolish  it  at  present.  ' 

Mr.  Rosa  also  rose  for  a  aimilar  purpoxe.  He 
was  now  understood  (o  say  that  he  would  oot  • 
object  to  a  direct  tax,  if  necessary  to  defray  the  ' 
reasonable  expenses  of  tbe  Ghivernmeot ;  bat,  be*  I 
lieving  it  miiibi  be  dispensed  with  wiiboui  detrt-  I 
meat  to  the  public  interest,  he  should  vote  for  its 
repeal. 

Mr.  Stampoid  inveighed  against  the  whait 
system  of  taxation  in  very  aevere  terms,  mnd  !■ 
still  more  severe  terms  inveighed  against  the  doc- 
trines which,  during  the  dlseussion,  bad  been 
broached  by  ceruin  mioisteria)  members.  Doe- 
irioes  which,  he  baid,  if,  republican,  most  be  re 
publieaa  afteranew  fashion — and  if  federal,  were 
ultra-federal,  and  nut  at  all  of  the  old  kind.  It 
was  not  amiss  at  times  to  refer  to  first  principles; 
he  thought  it  wonld  be  «ell  if  the  House  would 
remember  what  tbey  were,  and  what  our  freeduoi 
was,  as  understood  by  those  who  purchased  U. 
Tbe  strongest  feature  io  the  character  of  one 
fathers^  he  said,  was  insurgency  against  taxes, and 
be  recited  the  various  insurrecuoos  which  had 
taken  place  on  that  particular  score,  from  tbeftnt 
opposition  to  British  taxation,  up  to  the  preaent 
day.  He  then  directed  the  auention  of  the  Hove 
to  certain  injonetions  which  passed  tbe  Virginia 
Conveniiuu,  when  tbe  Constitotion  was  adopla^ 
and  which  were  annexed  as  amendmeota  to  tor 
CoORiitution  by  a  committee.  Theae  he  bbhI, 
enjoined  that  no  standing  army  or  bodyofrcgHlv 
troops  should  in  lime  of  peleehe  keptia  thelfa>^ 
led  Statea  withont  the  eononrrence  of  two-thitas 
of  both  Houses  of  Coagcos.  He  read  Ihe  pW' 
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visioD  from  "  the  debates  of  ihe  Viapoia  Conno- 
tion"— «ad  he  read  the  namesof  thoM  who  foniKd 
UnU  eoaimittee,  aad  who  made  a  amsielktion 
patriots,  aucb  he  said  as  bad  D6t  sioee  appeared 
ia  the  United  States.  Among  them  were  the 
Mraea  of  Wyibe,  Matthew,  Fatrtek  Henrf ,  Qeorge 
Mason,  and  Mr.  Moaroe.  And  yet  gentlemen 
now  advised  the  adoption  of  that  rery  measure 
which  those  patriots  sotemnly  interdicted.  He 
ofaaerrtd,  that  when  be  ficai  took  a  seat  ia  thai 
Hoiue  he  had  on  either  stda  of  bni  M  Rerolu- 
liOBary  men  of  high  patriotic  ohaiaetcr.  If  he 
looked  fonrardr  1m  hail  4b«m  before  him— if  be 
looked  baek  he  aaw  them  behiod  htm.  So  chat, 
beiflg  fouatt  at  tks  tine,  he  could  not  bdp  feeling 
ciaaeiow  that  h«  was  too  green  to  sit  ameog 
seek  {Mrsonagee.  But  now  he  looked  Id  rain  for 
ihem ;  diejr  were  gone,  and  bad  left  very  fcv  like 
tbem-forry  iadeed  was  he  to  say  Uiat  they  had 
not  left  their  principles  with  their  soes.  Dieeply 
did  he  regret  to  bear  such  docuines  as  were  now 
in  TOgae,  from  their  aoccessors— doctrines  which 
tbey  would  not  hare  dared  at  that  ttise  to  avow. 
He  admired  the  oindorof  Mr.  CatAOcv — never 
indeod  was  eaador  moretralr  admiralAe-^for  that 
geaUeokBn  had  ntieqwrocally  prooooorad  an  ex- 
ecration apon  all  tbuse  who  aboold  not  agree  to 
eredioruaoatioas  insaiediately-^orthwitQ  ;  and 
Ike  vesetaJile  patriots  whose  names  he-had  jast 
read — to  wit:  Wythe,  Matthew,  Henry,  Mason, 
aad  -Monroe,  mm  vaqtiestiDBably  objects  of  that 
Hceeutioo,  aad  eo  was  Thosnas  JeAjvaon,  mad  so 
were  the  best  and  greatest  men  this  country  bad 
pnKl«wed,for  tluy  purposely  p^ctcd  fonificMtoos, 
aad  dkose  to  rely,  for  the  conatry's  defence,  on 
the  coaia^  and  hardihood  of  the  people.  jSat 
they  were  RepuUieaos  in  heart— they  bad  no 
wild  aotions  about  conquests, aad  natioaaleae^ 
aftd  military  gbry,  asd  all  that  tniscfaKvoas  trum- 
pery that  entered  so  muoh  into  the  efaaraem  of 
oentlemeo^  poliey  ia  these  new  days.  As  to 
Sir.  i^wraoo,  once  ihe-ebjectof  those  geatlemea^e 
admiiaUDD  as  well  as  ibe  eoroer  stoac  of  their 
aeoeadenoy  and  elevation  to  power,  be  was  rank 
in  their  feelings — hewasdcad--aBy,hew8emore 

aa  dead,  for  he  and  his  principles  were  spumed 
by  tkem.  He,  whoae  word  was  once  bowed  to  hy 
iMin  as  wisdom  and  law,  was  now  eeadenaoed  by 
i^ham  as  a  Tiaionary  tbaoHst.  Yesj  ifaat  man  who 
more  than  any  man,  eaeept  WAaaiiiftTaN,  had 
haoi  eonaeeiated  with  the  veaeratiea  and  eonfi- 
deaoeof  tke  ^nUiejand  to  whose  popolarity  those 
vary  peraoas  owed  ikeir  sicaatioa  in  public  cruel, 
was  saw  dlsr^acded  by  them. 

Mr.  S.  then  read  from  a  pnblio  jouraal  of  that 
period  a  paper  writien  at  the  close  of  Jefferson's 
first  term  ei  Admiatstratioo,  ia  which  the  policy 
of  bis  conduct  was  delineated,  and  from  which  it 
ippeared  that  the  pride  of  that  poHey  aod  the 
gbory  of  Mr.  Jefiersoo  was  directly  the  reverse  of 
that  which  seemed  toanimateoar  new  politicians. 
The  dimiDutioQ  of  public  expeBees,the  reduction 
of  the  Army,  the  abolition  of  interaal  taxes  aod 
the  eonaeqaeat  discbarge  offive  hundred  oflBoers-— 
ia  a  wenl,  peace  and  eeonomy'*4hose  were  what 
Ur.Jeffienoa,and  his  friends,  and  his  panegyrists 
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aaiataiaed  to  be  true  national  glory.  If,  not  to 
follow  the  syston  now  profiosed,  deserved  execra^ 
lioB,  surely  tenfold  execration  was  doe  to  these 
whose  policy  was  such  as  that  paper  described. 

i/U,  S.  then  showed  the  ibily  of  proposing  to 
fortiiy  our  shores— they  were  too  exteosive  to  be 
fortified  by  aoytbiog  but  the  arms  of  the  people. 
Nor  was  tlnre  any  call  for  it— even  in  the  last 
war,  what  mischief  did  the  Britisb  do  along  our 
seabeard,  e«ept  that  disgraceful  affair  to  us  tke 
burning  of  Waahingtsn,  that  would  justify  suoh 
a  system  of  eztmvagauce?  Along  shore,  they 
bttraed  bams,  and  robbed  ben^bonsea;  and  when 
oegioes  ran  nway  to  them,  they  took  ■them*-tec 
they  did  nothiag  else;  aod  be  reoommeaded  to 
geoilemsn  theconsiderationthattbarewasaodiinff 
they.eenld  do  in  their  proposed  system  that  woola 
ikot  be  a  xeproacb  to  tMtr  ewe  past  profisRsiona. 
They  wece  actually  taking  a  Etonmerset  eiver  the 
headaof  the  Federalrstsaad  ruaningon  far  befoie 
them.  From  the  Administrations  of  WMfliHO- 
TON.  or  even  of  Mr.  Adams,  no  examines  could 
be  addaced  of  their  rasortiag  to  such  energies  as 
these.  And  for  his  part  he  did  not  anderstaod 
what  could  be  meant  by  building  ap-armies  m 
possibilities.  We  had  nothing  to  fear— aa  ooen 
of  three  ibousasd  miles  rolled  betweeb  Borope 
aad  ear  conalry— «nd  there  was  ao  iwtimi  oon- 
tiguoua  from  which  we  eevldappMhend-daogcr. 

Mr.  8.  then  ecad  aavarat  passages  -fram  tke  *»• 
port  of  tba  ewnminee  of  the-Virgiaia  Amcmbty, 
dmwn  op  by  Mr.  Madieoa  as  ekairaanof  that  cmn- 
miltee,  in  whieh  theyexftrcsied  their  nlamtal  tbe 
danger  which  the  tiberties  of  the  country,  iaraHod 
byMr.Adam^raisingaDarmy,theagh  he  himself 
was  now  (to  an  aniversal  peaee  too)  for  calliag 
oolftgteater  anmber— and  deprecated  thebiirdens 
oathe  people,  at  that  time,  tboaghtbeyMDOBatcd 
only  to  three  doHars  a  head— while  Ivb  now  urgedi 
taxes  that  would  amount  10  motethaafivedomrs- 
a  head.  Aad  Mr.  S.  stated  it  as  a  oireunstaaee- 
charaeteristic  of  the  views  of  those  in  power,  «a 
well  as  of  the  acquiescence  of  the  peej^e  «f  <kia 
oonntry  under  impostme,  that,  wfaile  in  Pnmbe 
they  paid  bat  fire  dollars,  aod  in  Boglaad  b«t 
fire  aad  a  half— are  in  this  oonntry  paid  ralktr 
mme  than  fiTe,  taking  all  <axw  together. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  a  passage  from  WaeaiMV- 
TRi's  j^Hpeweli  Addrmaui  tkepea^eef  AmeirlOft. 
'"Why,"  said  the  Father  of  hla  -CoMttry,  «kv 
'  forego  the  adrmtnges  of  so  peealktra  sitUMioa? 
'  why  quit  our  own,  to  stand  upon  foreiga  grouMl? 
'  why,  by  iatierweaving  ear  destiay  with  anjr  pwt 
'  ef  Snrope,  eatangleoar  peace  and  prosparity  ia 
*  tke  lolls  of  European  ambition,  rirat*hip,lat«r- 
'  est.  humor,  or  caprleet"  We  profera  to  be  fhM, 
(said  Mr.  S.)  and  yet  at  erery  step  we  take  Wjs 
identify  ourselves  with  mooarcbnts.  I  am  glad, 
however  Ibat  gentlemen  are  so  very  frank  aod 
o^n  in  their  avowals,  and  that  they  with  mi  little 
disguise  acksowledge  their  entire  renunciation 
of  their  old  principles. 

Mr.  BoRNSiDE  said  he  rose  uader  great  embnr- 
rassmeot  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Hcmse  fbr 
a  very  few  minutes. 

A  naolutien  bas  been  reported  by  tke  C«a- 
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BUttee  of  Ways  aod  Hniu  for  lajriog  a  direct 
tax  of  three  nilliom  of  dollars,  aod  it  was  pro- 
poeed  to  amend  the  resolottoo  so  as  to  declare  it 
inexpedient  to  hare  a  direct  tax. 

The  proposition  was  plain  and  simple  ;  bdt  the 
diteussiott  oad  involved  not  onljr  the  past,  bm  the 
fotare  policf  of  this  Government.  In  the  latter 
pointof  view,  the  qnestion  was  extremely  impor* 
Uttt  and  well  worthv  tbe  most  serious  consider- 
ation     tbe  National  Legislature.   Hia  observa< 
tions,  he  said,  would  be  principally  confined  to 
ihe  coarse  and  policy  this  GorernmeM  should 
BOW  pursue.  Much  had  been  aaid  by  the  hon- 
•lablaMDtlemBB  from  Ti^nla  (Hr.  KiifooLPH) 
lad  otheia,  in  the  coniae  of  this  debate,  about 
members  beinr  influenced  hy  the  patronage  cre- 
ated by  tbe  Army,  ud  the  system  of  taxes  con- 
templated by  the  Qovenunent.   He  did  not  feel 
the  application  of  those  obaervatituis  to  himself; 
he  had  no  relatives  to  serve;  hia  friends  were  in 
no  other  way  connected  with  this  Qovernmcnt 
than  that  of  private  citizens.   There  was  not  in 
tbe  district  which  he  had  tbe  honor  to  represent, 
one  solitary  citizen  holding  an  office  at  this  time 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates.   He  did  not 
mention  these  things  at  present  in  any  other  point 
of  view,  or  with  any  other  object,  than  to  show 
(hat  he  was  not  influenced  by  any  sordid  motive, 
a«id  if  the  policy  he  wished  this  Qoveroment  to 
Mraue  was  wrong,  it  arose  from  an  error  in 
nidgmeiit,  and  not  from  any  personal  or  selfiab 
Taaung.  Hiatrfqeet  solely  was  to  secure  the  high 
and  honorable  standing  of  this  happy  country, 
and  lo  eottiinue  this  Governmeai  ia  a  eituattoa 
to  preserve  peace  and  to  resist  aggression.  It  had 
been  fnlly  demonstrated,  in  the  course  of  this 
discussion,  that  to  keep  up  the  present  Army  of 
ten  thousand  men — to  produce  a^dual  increase 
of  the  Navy — to  put  our  fortificauoos  in  a  proper 
state  of  defence,  and  to  sink  the  national  debt, 
this  tax  was  necessary.  Was  this  course  of  policy 
wroDfc  1   Ten  thousand  men  were  not  more  than 
sufficient  for  tbe  garrison  duty  of  this  country. 
It  was  but  the  mere  skeleton  of  an  army.  They 
would  scarcely  be  sufficient  for  sentinels  along 
oar  northern  frontier.   It  was  idle  to  talk  about 
this  number  being  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
tUa  coootry.  Gentlonen  talk  of  flve  thousand 
andec  farmer  Admiabtrationa— tea  thousand  was 
iMt  more  at  this  time  than  five  Uioosaod  former- 
ly, whM  we  eonsider  the  vast  increase  of  wealth, 
the  extended  territory  of  the  country,  and  the 
great  increase  of  population.  He  bad  no  inten- 
Uon  of  making  this  nation  a  military  Qovero- 
meut;  but  if  the  Army  was  to  be  reduced,  it 
must  inevitably  ftrilow  that  many  of  the  present 
important  and  necessary  fortifications  will  fall 
into  ruins.   He  wished  to  avoid  tbe  situation 
many  of  them  were  in  at  the  commencemeat  of 
tbe  late  war.   Tbe  militia  most  certainly  are  the 
great  military  bulwark  of  this  nation ;  to  them 
the  country  must  look  in  all  great  struggles ;  but 

Sou  cannot  call  them  out  to  perform  garrison 
Dty  in  time  of  peace.  It  was  a  prodigious  loss 
to  the  yeomen  of  the  country,  to  be  absent  three 
M  tiz  m«ihs  from  their  format  their  fhmiUes 
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and  their  honoes;  and  it  was  infloitdf  more  lo 
their  advantage  to  pay  a  small  lax  to  support  the 
necessary  army.  As  to  the  national  debt,  he  was 
extremely  desirous  to  sink  it  as  fast  as  posaihle;  , 
at  the  same  time  not  to  put  any  nnaeeeesary  bur- 
den upon  tbe  people.  There  was  no  honesty  or 
political  wisdom  in  leaving  a  large  national  oabt 
upon  our  posterity,  when  a  considerable  part  of  I 
it  could  be  easily  paid  by  ourselves.  But  took, 
said  he,  at  tbe  situation  of  your  national  enemy. 
There  never  was  a  period  in  tbe  history  of  Great 
Britain  when  she  possessed  such  a  diaposofala 
force,  and  such  powerful  means  of  aaaoraaee,  as 
at  the  present  time.  France  wm  humbwd  ia  the 
dosi.  She  will  probably  withdraw  her  powerfU 
army  from  France,  and  she  might  as  well  sap> 
port  thatarmvin  Canada  as  in  Eaglaod.  WooM 
gentlemen  calenlate  on  her  magnanimity  ?  We 
were  her  competitors  in  commerce,  in  manufac- 
tures, in  the  arts.  She  viewed  us  with  jealousy 
and  hatred ;  and  he  would  ask  gentlemen  to  point 
to  a  solitary  instance  in  tbe  history  of  that  na- 
tion, where  she  was  governed  by  any  other  mo- 
tive than  that  of  self-afrarandizement? 

He  should  also  be  in  favor  of  a  very  eonaider- 
able  increase  of  the  Navy— not  that  be  wished  to 
see  a  great  number  of  ships  in  immediate  com- 
mission. He  wished  additional  ahips-of-war  m 
be  bailt— a  lam  supply  of  necessary  timber  to  be 
procured  for  the  construction  of  other^  and  every 
kind  of  naval  stores  ia  the  pesansiOD  of  the  Oov- 
eroment,  so  tbat  ships  could  beimmcdiMely  eon- 
structed,  if  the  exigencies  of  theeouniry  required 
it.  It  would  be  well  that  fortificatiooa  abeold 
be  erected  and  improved  along  oor  whole  sea- 
board, as  well  as  our  northern  boundary.   The  j 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Chesapeake,  and  < 
the  Delaware,  New  York  and  Boston,  should  be 
fortified  and  strengthened,  as  wall  as  many  inte^  i 
mediate  points.   He  would  have  the  seaboard  so  ' 
strong  tbat  an  enemy  would  meet  with  resiataqc< 
at  tbe  threshold.   We  are  charged  by  honorable 
gentlemen  with  changing  our  principles.  He 
denied  tbat  the  Republican  party  of  this  eoanur 
had  changed  their  principles.   The  situation  ol 
Europe  had  changed,  and  our  measures  should 
be  calculated  to  meet  that  change.  But  a  change 
of  measurca  was  not  a  ehaaga  of  prineipm. 
When  a  aary  was  formerly  wished  by  some 
men  in  this  eountry,  it  was  not  Bieawary  to  pre- 
serve our  existence  as  a  nation.  It  would  nive 
been  burdensome,  and  we  flourished  witbeut  it. 
Great  Britain  bad  (ben  use  for  her  navy  near 
herself.   France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  Denmuk, 
had  considerable  navies.   She  required  nearly 
her  whole  force  to  watch  her  ncighben^  and  they 
watched  each  other;  bot  now  tbe  navies  of  Prance, 
Spain,  Holland,  and  Denmark,  were  either  pos- 
sessed by  Great  Britain,  or  bad  disappeared  from 
the  ocean.   In  short,  a  navy  was  not  at  that  line 
wanted  by  this  country.  Tbe  preaent  lime  was 
most  favorable  for  the  constructing  sbip»of-war 
for  this  rising  and  growing  nation.    We  bad  the 
advantage  of  experience.   We  know  the  precise 
force  of  British  sbips-of-war  of  every  cms,  and 
it  would  be  tbe  policy  of  this  Goreraanai,  in  dtt 
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eoMirulioa  of  tfaipa,  to  kave  Ofteh  elut  ti^rior 
to  that  of  the  Briiitb.  «o  as  to  seoora  victory, 
■hottld  tbey  eter  come  in  contact. 

Bat,  suppose  we  liaTe  a  surplus  rereaae  over 
(he  cxpeaoitares  eoDiemplaleo  bjr  this  Govefn- 
ment  at  the  proeat  timcj  are  there  not  ways  aod 
meau  ef  appropriatiag  it  to  great  oatioaal  ad* 
Tantage?  Are  not  national  roads  much  waaied? 
Are  not  caaals  almost  indispeDsably  neeeesary  ? 
Ha  beJiared  it  lo  be  the  iotetest  of  ibis  Oorero- 
■•nt  to  tors  ib«r  attention  partienlarljr  to  these 
Mibiiceis. 

It  wopU  be  tbn  interesi  of  hie  eouittaenta  to 
pay  a  direet  tax  to  aasiit  in  eniting  a  canal  from 
the  Chesapeake  to  the  Delaware  f  and  be  had  no 
doubt  they  would  most  ebeerfnlly  pay  it  for  that 
objecu  u,  then,  this  Tiew  of  the  policy  to  be 
panned  by  this  nation  is  correct,  taxea  are  indis- 
pensably necessary,  and,  if  necessary,  the  people 
were  prepared  to  pay  them.  The  people  were 
enlightened  and  intelligent,  and  well  understood 
thesiioation  of  their  country,  and  would  no  doubt 
sabmit  with  ehc«faln«s8  to  any  moderate  bur- 
dens that  migbf  be  imposed.  The  direct  tax  was 
the  most  equal  of  all  others  that  could  be  devised 
or  levied  on  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  it 
merated  equally  on  the  North  and  the  South,  the 
East  and  the  West— every  State  paid  in  proper* 
tion  to  its  population,  and  every  eitixen  paid  in 
proportion  to  ihc  extent  and  value  of  his  real 
property.  No  other  tax  could  be  devised  that 
would  onite  those  great  advantagea  of  eqoality. 
OeMlemen  had  called  onr  atteation  to  the  aitua- 
tbn  of  the  conntvy  before  the  late  war.  It  wae 
painful  to  look  at  onr  humUed  aliaation  at  that 
period.  Onr  commerce  was  the  sport  and  prey 
of  DMriy  every  oatioa  in  Europe.  Eoglaad  and 
Fraaoe*  pretending  to  retaliate  on  each  other, 
neudy  swept  oar  flag  from  the  ooeaa.  .Little 
Denmark  suffered  her  crnisera  to  capture  our 
shipa,  and  thooght  our  commerce  fiiir  game ;  and 
even  the  Neapolitans  could  not  resist  the  tempta- 
tion,  ud  came  in  for  a  small  share  of  the  spoil. 
It  was  impoMible  for  this  country  to  be  in  a  more 
miserable  and  degraded  sitaatioo. 

Boi  mark  the  eontrast.  See  your  presenlproud 
preeminence.  Where  is  the  Power  in  Europe 
that  doe*  not  respect  you— that  dare  commence 
the  aae  ayalem  of  spmialion  and  iojnstiee  % 

The  BfttioHl  ehataeter  of  this  country  stands 
pi*4nlaentiy  high.  Yov  bare  aeqalred  nailwial 
glory,  and  iniere  is  the  honorable-minded  man 
that  is  n«t  pood  of  the  exalted  ntuation  of  bis 
eovatry  ?  It  was  his  sincwe  and  ardent  wish  to 
mtiatain  tbia  dignified  and  honorable  character, 
Ail  h%h  and  exalted  situadon,  as  the  best  pledge 
of  peace  and  happiness. 

My  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  HoPXiHaon)  has 
exeraised  the  whole  extent  of  hia  ingenuity  to 
Ind  oat  what  we  have  lost  by  the  war,  and  uo- 
fonnnately  for  bim  and  his  friends  he  has  hit 
npon  the  fisheries.  He  perceived  that  his  col- 
leagoe  meant  the  right  of  drying  fish  on  the 
iiliadiB  in  the  possession  of  the  British  and  on 
their  main  shore,  not  the  right  of  fishing  on  the 
gim  buk.  If  the  ptofh  of  thai  piil  of  oar 


country  had  been  Meet  with  the  spirit  of  the 
West;  if  they  had  not  thrown  immense  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  the  national  arms,  they  would 
not  have  this  trifling  solitary  matter  to  eomptain 
aboni.  They  may  thank  themselves,  and  the 
shameful  policy  and  conduct  they  pursued,  fm 
their  loss  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  MoKeb  said  that  the  question  in  itself,  sep- 
arate from  the  argoments  which  had  been  intro- 
duced upon  it,  was  a  very  unimportant  one;  bat 
the  doctrines  which  some  gentlemen  had  broached 
in  discnnittg  it,  must  prepuce  the  most  weighty 
bad  efiaeta  on  toe  happiness  and  prosperity  of  tM 
oovBtr^.  Thinking  it  probable  that  from  tlue 
very  diseassion  historiana  would  hereafter  com- 
mence thmr  aeeoonta  (rf*  a  new  era  in  tbn  ooim- 
try,  beconsiderad  it  his  duty  to  give  his  volain 
that  way  which  was  most  likely  to  avert  evil, 
and  promote  the  interests  of  the  country.  Oen- 
tlemen  ulked  of  being  guided  to  their  new  pro- 
jects bjr  experience,  and  had  inferred,  from  the 
miscarriages  in  the  conduct  of  Qovernraent^  a 
defect  in  the  Coostitotiooal  system;  but,  lookmg 
to  faclsyit  was  demonstrable  that  incapacity  in 
the  ofllcial  departments  of  State  was  the  tree 
cause  of  those  miscarriages.  Gentlemen  oujAt 
not  to  forget  that  while  (be  Secretary  at  War 
was  early  furnished  by  Congress  with  erery^thtng 
that  he  required  for  carrying  on  the  war,  in  the 
most  uosnriog  mnnnerj  the  reemiting  ofieera 
were  not  famished  with  the  means  of  proeeediBg 
upon  their  doty  till  the  succeeding  Hay.  loeffi- 
cieney  is  the  administration  of  Cfovernmcnt  wia 
no  reason  for  resorting  to  a  system  subversive  of 
the  principles  of  that  Government.  But,  gentle- 
men had  said  that  times  were  changed  ;  yes,  tbey 
were— and  they  might  have  added  that  they  them- 
selves were  changed  along  with  the  times ;  and 
their  projects,  if  persisted  m,  would  change  every 
idea  of  Government  establUhed  in  America,  to 
the  pernicious  doctrines  whioh  have  for  centuries 
prevailed  in  the  Oid  World.  The  true  policy  of 
this  country  w^s  to  preserve  the  moral  power  of 
it— but  the  tendency  of  the  schemes  of  those  in- 
novators waa  10  destroy  the  moral  power,  and  to 
create  an  apathy  in  the  people.  What,  he  asked, 
was  the  cause  of  our  successes  against  the  Eoff- 
lish  in  the  late  war  7  Why,  tbey  arose  from  the 
operation  of  a  auperiw  moral  power  upon  the 
people ;  the  Americana  having  fought  for  every- 
thing that  was  dear  to  them,  while  the  English 
fought  only  for  objects  in  which  they  were  not 
at  all  personally  interested.  Without  exception, 
all  the  eirents  of  history  showed  that  those  who 
were  most  conspicuous  in  deeds  of  arm%  were 
those  whose  interest  were  most  intermingled  with 
the  objecu  at  stake.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
French  Revolution,  it  was  the  increase  of  the 
moral  pover  arising  from  the  objects  ihey  had  in 
view,  which  mablad  that  people  to  perform  such 
prodiffies  of  valor  as  are  recorded  of  them.  The 
moral  power  was  the  best  security,  and  the  in- 
crease of  the  physical  power  diminished  that  se- 
onrity  by  dwindliog  the  moral  power.  Mr.  MoK. 
differed  entirely  from  Mr.  GAi.BOilM*a  opinient 
that  as  apathy  prcrailcd  ia  tho  ftofk  of  Amtr- 
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ie»— or,  if  it  did,  it  rtspeeted  domestic  dfti^cn 
oaly ;  they  iud  shown  their  ilaeritf  to  meet  the 
British  foe ;  aad  there  was  mtieh  more  cause  to 
fear  their  submittii^  to  some  home-bred  denwl, 
than  their  yieldiiig  to  any  forei|^  attack.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  h«  remarked,  that  when  the  fioanoes 
of  the  eonotrjr  were  totteriog  ia  the  late  war— 
iriien  GorernineBt  were  unable  to  darise  how 
tbejr  should  carry  on  another  eampaign,  the  peo- 
I^e  never  onee  shrunk,  or  nttcrad  a  word  of  des- 
pondence. No— not  a  man  of  them.  Where, 
theOk  did  their  hopes  rest  ?  Why,  where  it  ought 
to  oa  their  eoDfideoce  in  the  moral  power, 
and  consequent  ezertions  of  the  oatioD.  This 
was  the  sole  anchor  on  which  they  relied. 

Mr.  McKbe  then  directed  his  at^nmeot  to  show 
that  all  the  fiscal  difficulties  which  had  ensued 
Vere  occasioned  not  by  any  indtaposition  in  the 
people  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  but 
by  the  impolicy  and  incapacity  of  Government 
as  evinced  in  their  restrictive  system. 

The  coarse  now  projected  and  developed,  filled 
Mr.  McK^  he  owned,  with  fears  that  that  great 
rack  of  oor  national  safety,  the  moral  power  of 
tha  eoaatry,  would  be  deserted  and  left  oncher- 
ished,  while  the  physical  wonld  be  inereased— 
and  that  the  emseqaence  would  be  the  nation's 
living  headlong  on  the  same  roed  which  led 
these  of  Surope  into  the  gulf  of  ruin;  and  he 
darned  the  Hoase  to  compare  the  wonte  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  whose  talents  nevertheless  he  owned  to  he 
su|iari«r  to  those  of  any  other  man,  with  the  doe- 
trfaiea  DOW  maiotaiDed  here.  Mr.  MoE.,  how* 
ever,  owned,  that  while  be  urged  this,  beeaose  be 
thBi<^fht  it  bia  duty  to  do,  be  had  no  hope  of  its 
prodnoing  any  efitet,  for  he  was  convinced  that 
these  existed  a  pre-deicrmination,  againtt  wbieh 
rinaoQ  would  exert  all  ila  force  in  vain. 

Mr.  WniOHT  again  spoke  against  the  taxes 
with  great  earnestneaa,  and  evident  siaeofiiy. 

Mr.  CUbtok  said,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  re* 
paal  the  direct  tax,  because  he  tbooght  it  oppres- 
sive^ if  he  oould  rcoooeile  it  to  bis  coneepliMW  of 
tfa*  mtercst  of  the  country  to  do  s»— bni,  consid- 
triag  that,  with  such  a  heavy  debt  as  die  coiui- 
try  ttaa  ^ednd  for,  a  vigoroaa  system  of  finance 
was  abaolately  neoessary,  be  was  unwilling  to 
decline  his  share  of  the  responsibility,  whatever 
it  migbt  be,  annexed  to  graniing  the  taxes  for 
th^  purpose. 

wit  while  he  thus  voted  for  the  taxea  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
hetbtHighthtmaelfeDiiUed  to  aiata  the  parpoaea 
to  which  he  eouceiwd  they  ought  to  be  applied— 
and  this  be  would  do  in  thewordsofSu'Fletehcr 
Norton,  who,  when  placed  in  a  situatioB  and  in 
eircomstances  which  laid  his  chief  hopes  at  the 
moey  of  the  Ciown,  had  the  virtue,  whea  preaant- 
iaf  the  civil  list  bill  to  the  King  of  Omt  firitaiu. 
to  tell  him  ^  it  was  hoped  that  wnat  the  Commons 
had  given  eheerfuUy  His  Majesty.  wooM  spend 
wisely."  In  other  words  Mr.  G.  thought  he  had 
a  right  to  demand,  that  with  respect  to  the  grants 
of  me  House,  there  should  be  iwt  mly  wisdom 
in  aaUetii^  the  sMans,  but  eeononay  obseived  in 
theapplioatien  of  them. 


He  wonld  tell  then  that  he  did  not  rote  Ais 
money  for  the  proaeeutiou  of  wild  schemes  ^ 
erratic  chivalry.  He  did  not  vote  it  with  a  view 
to  ran  in  the  race  of  glory,  aor  to  divert  the  otti- 
zena  of  the  Republic  from  the  oeeapations  of 
honest  industry  to  military  pursuits.  HewiaheA 
them  to  remain  what  tb^  are.  The  only  ahufa 
he  desired  ia  then^  was  to  be  more  industeioas^ 
but  not  in  the  nUitary  life. 

Nor  did  h«  vote  it  for  the  onrpoae  of  taabUu 
Government  to  run  the  brilliant  career  wfaira 
gentlemen  had  proposed,  of  exieosive  imprvre- 
mcnts  in  military  roads  and  canals.  Tkc  Gov- 
ernment, he  (dnerved,  was  confederated  for  oeitain 
general  olneota,  and  oogbs  to  leave  ihoaa  toipKOve- 
meots  to  the  manioipBTragnlatians  «f  the.pnilie- 
ular  Siates. 

Nor  did  he  vote  for  it  because  war  waa  incvita* 
Ue,aaBomegentlemenhadittsiDuated.  Hodidnot 
coincide  in  opinion  with  those  gentleman  w4ie 
thought  it  was ;  and  he  thought  tnere  wms  mnek 
danger  in  giving  indulgence  to  such  sentiaunta; 
for,  the  moment  one  nation  viewed  another  aa  a 
natural  eaamy,  its  eondoet  inavtMhlf  began  to 
partake  ttf  that  feeling,  and  endleaB  eaoMa  ^  lioa- 
tility  would  arise.  But  he  wonld  iadnlgc  iha 
hope  that  the  ooaneils  of  both  countries  wuM  bn 
animated  by  a  superior  spirit— a  spirit  of  mag 
nanuniiy  and  mutual  tolerance;  and  that  ibe 
two  families  woald  not  weaken  their  strength  bf 
groundleaa  ineffiMtnal  atrug^aa  with  each  other. 

In  short,  he  voted  with  a  view,  ia  the  first  plaoi^ 
to  a  vigorous  system  of  defence  for  the  eoaatry, 
by  permanent,  safe  aad  Coastitntioaat  meana ;  Bi>t 
by  armiea,  bnt  by  extending  Uie  fi^rj — aad,  in 
the  next  place,  with  a  view  to  the  paymeot  of  the 
DUional  debt.  That  ought  to  be  diaobar^ad,  he 
aaid,  as  speedily  aa  posatble — for  it  hun^  iike« 
mill-atone  about  the  neck  of  the  eeoDtry^  incapa- 
citating it  from  vigorous  exertion.  This  seoaon 
of  peace  he  obaerved.  ouvbt  to  be  nade  naa-of  fi» 
the  purpose ;  the  dent  mnM  be  paU  aoraa  time, 
and  that  beiag  the  oaie,  the  sooner  it  waa  paid 
the  better;  for,  if  an -evil  was  to  be  enooantaiedf 
it  ought  never  to  be  postponed. 

These,  Mr.  G.aaid,  were  the  purposes  for  which 
he  voted  for  this  system  of  finance.  Ha  waa  the 
only  one  of  the  members  from  his  8.tate  wka 
lookup  thait  responsibility ;  and  he  did  as  wilk 
a  thoroogh  conviction  that  he  was  doing  his 
duty ; — but,  doing  it  akmc^  be  had  a  Tight  to  de- 
mand of  gentlemen  some  little  eeoaomy.  Econ- 
omy had  ever  been  a  principal  ingrediant  ia  the 
ways  and  means  of  tM  greatest  statesmen— aad 
a  favorite  maxim  of  Barfce'a,  which  he  woald  re- 
commend to  the  consideration  of  the  hoaocabte 
gentlemen  who  conducted  our  financial  coaoeras, 
was,  wtgnim  eac  veatigal  porstnmy'n.  By  par- 
simony, in  his  cooatruetioo  of  this  maxim,  ha 
did  not  understand  anything  aordid,  eontnclat 
or  mean,  but  plainly  tbia:  '"there  is  no  reveona 
equal  to  a  liberal  and  dieoreet  economy." 

And  here,  Mr.  Q.  held  op  the  report  of  the 
Treasury,,  and  poiotiiw  toa  particular  sheet  of  it( 
said :  It  ia  melancholv  to  look  at  this  balanea 
ahect^it  proves  how  dcfioieai  oor  Qovanomt 
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bu  bra  in  hasbtndlaf  die  tesmiToes  of  the  eoDn* 
tty.  If  these  beltDcet  are  ^ne,  et  no  donbt  thejr 
are,  our  Goreranmit  ia  inexcasable  in  not  com- 
pelling those  concerned  to  render  en  aceoont  of 
diem.  There  is  not  a  department  of  Gorernment 
whOK  aeeonnis  wonld  be  reeeired,  nor  is  there  a 
voucher  among  them  that  would  be  admitted  in 
»  settlement  between  aof  gentleman  and  his  orer- 
secr.  Tbii  raooey  which  the  Howe  is  now  Tot- 
ing  tnar  also  be  prodigally  sqnandered  away,  and 
to  speak  my  mind,  I  Tcry  mtich  fear  tint  a  great 
part  of  it  will  be  so }  yet  I  do  not  think  that  I 
shoald  be  jostifted  in  withhotdfng  it  npon  that 
pieMimitiott. 

Ur.  IuhdoIiPB  rose,  be  said,  not  to  repeat  the 
Ire^iws  he  bad  alrandy  so  frequently,  daring  the 
dlMOssfM  of  the  wrenae  ayatem,  eommitted  on 
the  pditcneaa  of  the  Home,  bat  to  redeem  him- 
self  from  am  ai^rent  inconsistency  in  the  rote 
be  wai^ux  to  gire — hfi  rose,  but  to  explain. 

IfOerernnieDi  required  any  other sapplies  than 
tboee already  giaoted,  and  he  was  boanatodeeide 
between  the  raising  of  it  by  a  direct  tax,  and  by 
iaiemal  tax«t,  he  would  inrefer  the  former— be- 
caaae  he  was  coorinced  that  the  prioei^e  of  in- 
ternal taxation,  if  once  let  to  slip  oat  of  the  hands 
of  the  House,  would  be  gone  forever  from  their 
gimsp. 

He  dissented  from  Mr.  Gabtok's  doctrine  about 
payinr  off  the  puMic  debt ;  and  he  acknowledged 
irith  Elm,  that  the  way  to  meet  an  enemy,  was 
to  confront  him  directly ;  bat  bow  true  soerer 
tbat  txufflkl  be  ia  the  case  of  a  conflict  between 
man  aaa  anan,  it  was  not  true  of  a  financial  diffi- 
culty} and  he  put  it  toUr.QASTON  to  say,  whe- 
ther there  were  not  instances  in  which  u  wonld 
he  madness  to  pay  off  a  portion  of  a  debt  unne* 
eessarily. 

The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ojustok)  had 
gpokea  of  CMBomy.  awl  said  tbat  be  was  sheered 

5 the  inmise  ihe  chairman  of  the  Committee 
Ways  and  Means  that  a  system  of  aeeonnta' 
hiUv  was  about  to  be  iatcodamd;  bat  be  would 
tell  bach  those  gentlemen,  that,  to  use  the  words 
ot  a  rule  in  pamaaar,  we  should  riwavs  find  our- 
mlre*  im  the/utmvin  bds—wv  shoiud  never  be 
nearer  than  about  to  be.  No,  nc»~he  knew  thoee 
eoacerwed  better.  There  were  too  many  inter- 
ested in  fceepii^  op  the  disease,  for  any  one  who 
knew  ritem,  reasonably  to  hope  for  a  cure.  We 
are  corrupted,  said  he,  we  are  corrupted  with 
oorowti  money,  Theparch&seris  here.  About 
to  haT«  acoaDtability,  indeed !  when  the  finger 
of  contempt  is  pointed  at  any  man  who  dares  to 
apeak  of  accoaating.  I  hare  seen  a  man  laughed 
at,  for  only  talkiof  of  the  corruption  of  the  Bz* 
ecutire  Department. 

He  then  sUted,  tbat  it  was  hia  iatealion  on 
Moadar^  or  whenever  the  House  meant  to  act 
apoo  the  measure  now  under  cooslderalion,  to 
demonstrate,  not  to  mathematical,  bat  to  moral 
certainty,  tbat  there  is  money  enough  without 
this  tax,  to  support  the  Qorernment — not,  indeed, 
to  support  its  extravagance — not  to  sapport  its 
amCam— not  to  sapport  its  abuses—but  toup> 
hm  it,  hi  the  situation  in  which  it  was  wont  to 


B.ova. 


be  upheld,  before  this  general  eolution  of  monli, 
that  has  come  upon  us ;  as  it  was  under  JfirpnaoK 
and  WASBiHOTOif— to  pay  the  interest  of 
puUie  debt,  and  to  redeem  the  principal  aa  soon 
as  it  had  ever  been  thought  advisable  to  redeem 
itj  before  certain  new  finanoiers  found  it  eouTe* 
nient  to  think  otherwise.  "  T\nuo  Danaos,"  said 
he,  I  shrewdly  suspect,  that  they  have  no  just  view 
in  this  violent  haste,  all  at  onoe  to  payoff  the 
debts,  which,  till  now,  tber  were  well  enough 
satisfied  to  leave  to  the  regular  eourse  of  liqaiu- 

ttOD. 

Mr.  R.  said  tbat  he  was  willing  to  support  the 
Navy,  and  to  increase  it  from  time  to  time,  ton 
degree  eommensurate  with  the  necessities  of  the 
country— to  put  into  the  hands  of  every  militia- 
man, at  onee^  a  ranibet  and  a  bible — in  order  to 
arm  him  with  moral  and  physical  foree.  He 
wot^  also  kero  the  existing  fortificaifoBs  in  re- 
pair ;  and  I  will  demionstraiey  said  h^  that,  fn 
alt  these  purposes,  there  are  now,  aauple  funda— 
but,  I  win  not,  therefores  ecree,  that  oeoause  the 
ordnance  has  undergone  ^me  dilapidations,  a 
million  of  dollars  shul  be  given—and  tbat  forth- 
with—to increase  it ;  or  that  while  some  objects 
are  left  unprovided  for,  others  shall  be  starved  or 
neglected. 

After  s{)ecifyinff  some  particular  points,  upon 
which  he  intended  to  animadvert  on  Monday,  he 
declared  tbat  he  should  not  be  as  liberal  as  Mr. 
Gastoh  was,  on  this  occasion ;  be  would  require 
security— an  endorser.  That  geotlemaa,  bes«d, 
was  out  in  his  reckoning,  if  be  thought  thatGov- 
eramcat  could  be  brought  to  aecooat,  by  any  pro* 
vtMoae  tb«ir  ooold  make  for  the  purpose  i  for  his 
put,  be  would  not  give  a  pepfn-eara  for  their 
aaeoantabUity.  Who  is  yoar  anditetl  Wbo 
is  your  conutroUer  ?— he  exetaimed.  Do  yvu 
exiwct  aay  edbctual  conirel  over  aa  Adnitoistia- 
tion,  through  the  medium  of  men  who  hoM  their 
offices  by  its  gM,  and  are  dependnt  on  its  will 
and  pleuure?  Look  at  your  aeeonsts!  They 
are  stub  accounts  as  no  court  would  receive 
from  a  gnardian  or  executor— nor  any  man  of 
common  sense  receive  from  any  other  person, 
unless  it  were  in  the  case  of  a  friend,  to  whom 
he  might  say,  '^Vll  take  your  word  for  it.**  No, 
no— no  account  can  be  had  from  them,  but  one 
general,  syetematie  prostiatiosof  law  taii  oumde." 

You  eaaaot  go  even  ttuongh  the  avenues  ef 
this  House,  said  he,  without  meeting  the  public 
despoilers,  with  faces  dressed  in  smiles,  and  bodies 
bendinif  into  bows;  but  if  you  are  known  to  look 
deeply  into  them — If  yon  are  suspected  of  ktfp- 
ing  them  steadily  in  your  eye,  and  of  searehisg 
them  through— they  look  at  you,  just  aa  the 
nightly  robber  looks  at  the  honest  mastifl;  lying 
before  the  door  wiiicb  he  wishes  to  break  opea. 
I  know  them — and  the  nation  shall  know  thna. 
I  shall  not  be  deterred  by  delicacy— or  etiquette 
as  it  is  called— fVom  potting  home  questions,  on 
this  floor;  and,  if  those  questions  shall  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  votes  of  this  House,  I  will  lay  be- 
fore yoa  such  a  scene  of  coUosion,  corruption, 
and  pnblic  robbery,  as  never  was  brought  toUgbt 
before,  in  any  age  or  nation.  I  know  what  I  shall 
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taftTe  to  pay  for  thfs,  bat  I  care  not  j  h&d  X  «od- 
salted  sdfisb  polioy  or  persoaal  mm,  I  sboald 
Dever  hare  leu  borne.  I  kDowwhat  it  Uloroaae 
the  gaUtf  host;  I  liaow  what  it  was  to  hare 
roDsed  the  Yazoo  elan,  but  I  despise  tbem  aU.  1 
know  the  price  1  an  to  paf  for  mjr  doty— I  know 
that  the  asaassiD  of  repotaiioo  already  niba  bis 
pea  for  me,  bot  that  shall  not  deter  me  from  a 

rioeeediog  which  I  owe  to  my  eoantty,  which 
owe  to  myself,  which  I  owe  to  my  Qod. 
After  a  few  words  against  the  motion  from  Mr. 
WooDwinn,  and  an  ioeffectual  effort  of  Mr.  Har- 
din, to  procure  an  adjoarnmeot,  with  the  view  of 
submitting,  on  Monday,  some  propositions  which, 
if  agreed  to,  would  ooTiate  the  necessity  of  the 
direct  lax ;  the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion 
to  repeal  the  lax  entirely,  aod  decided  io  the  neg- 
atire,  as  follows :  * 

YuB — Ueasn.  Atherton,  Baer,  Barboar,  Baylies, 
BlooDt,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckemidge,  Brigham, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Cady,  Cannon,  Champoo,  CiUey, 
Clariw  of  North  CaioUna,  Coqm,  Cn^p^ar,  Dmven- 

CGoUaborongh,  Hale,  Haidin,  Hawe%  Heiitar, 
leraon,  Heitert,  Hnlber^  Hnngerford,  Jackson, 
Jew^,  KenVKiug  of  MsssadiUMtts,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lyon, 
Mason,  UcCot,  McKee,  Mills,  Moore  of  Sooth  Caroli- 
na, Moaelay,  Nottm,  Psnris,  PitUn,  PoweU,  Randolph, 
Boed,  Reynolds,  iUca,  Rnggles,  Sergeant,  Sharpe,  Shef< 
ftjt  Smith  of  Virgiiiia,  Stanford,  Steams,  Strong, 
Btnrges,  Taggart,  TaUmadgo,  Tata,  Tanl.  Thomas, 
Teae.  Ward  of  Masaaehnsatta,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  WUIiams,  Wright,  and  Yancey 
—78. 

Ni.Ta — Measn.  Alexander,  Baker,  BasMtt,  Batemau, 
Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Bnwfca,  Bnmade, 
Bnrwell,  CaMweU,  Calbonn,  Chappell,  Clark  of  Ken., 
Clendennin,  Clopton,  Comstoek,  Crawford,  Crnghteo, 
Cndibert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Fom^,  Oasten,  Glas- 
gow, Gold,  <3oodwyn,  Griffin,  Groarenor.  Hahn,  Hall, 
Hammond,  Uoger,  lagham,  Irring  of  New  YoA,  Ir- 
win, of  Penm^Wania,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of 
Virginia,  Lowndes,  Lompkin,  Lyie,  Maclay,  Mayrant, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Midoleton, 
Milnor,  Nelson  of  Masaachnsetts,  Nebon  of  Virginia, 
Newton.  Omaby,  Pickens,  nckeiing.  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Reynoldb,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Sergeant, 
Savage,  SchendL,  Smith  of  Pennsyhania,  Southard, 
Twijln  oi  New  YoA,  Tdfoir,  Throop,  Tu^,  Wal- 
lace, Ward  ai  New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Whiteside, 
Wlidsk  Wilkin,  WiUooghby,  Thomas  Wilaon,  Wit- 
Bam  Wilaon.  Woodward,  and  Tatea-SI. 

Mr.PioKEHB  then  made  a  motion  to  amend  the 
resolution  for  cooiiDuing  a  direct  tax  of  three 
miltions,  so  as  to  reduce  tne  tax  from  three  to  two 
milUoDs;  bat,  before  the  question  was  taken,  the 
House  adjourned. 

Monday,  February  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Marylaad,  Sam- 
DBL  Shitb,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  Nicholaa  R.  Moore, 
appeared;  produced  bii  eredeDtiab,  waa  qualified, 
and  look  his  seat. 

Mr.  LowHDBS  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Committee  of 


Ways  and  Means,  enclosiag  a  detailed  sUlemeA 
of  the  sums  necessary  for  the  Ordikanee  depart- 
ment for  the  year  i816.  Ordmd  to  li«  on  titt 
table. 

Mr.  Plbasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Nanl 
Affiiirs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Captain 
Charles  Stewart,  late  Commaoder  of  the  frigate 
"Constitution,"  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  F. 
reported  a  bill  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  oi 
the  Constiioiion  for  the  capture  of  the  British 
sloop-of-war  "Levant;"  which  was  read  twiee^ 
aod  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whtde. 

The  SpEAKBR  laid  before  the  Houae  a  Utter 
from  the  Governor  of  Ohio,  aDnounciog  the  onan- 
iraous  rejection  by  the  Legislature  of  that  Stote, 
of  ihe  amendments  proposed  to  the  Coostitulien 
by  the  States  of  Massachusetts  aod  Connecticnt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky. 
Beaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  Militia  be  instructed  to  ioqaire  into  the 
expediency  of  paying,  for  the  term  of  six  months, 
;  the  officers  and  soidien  of  the  militia  who  were 
taken  {msoaen  at  Fort  Meigs,  in  the  lal»  war, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Dudley,  who  ftlf 
io  battle  on  that  occasion. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Ranitolpb  to  tnqnire  into 
the  causes  of  the  variance  in  amount  of  the  sute- 
ments  obtained  from  the  Treasury  in  1809,  and 
at  this  lime,  io  r^ard  to  the  receipts  and  cxpend- 
itnres  of  the  Government  since  the  year  1789, 
was  uken  up  and  agreed  to— no  objection  bctog 
made  to  it. 

PETITION  OF  R.  M.  POMEROY. 
Mr.  Tancby,  from  the  Committee  of  Claimj^ 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Ralph  M.  Pome- 
roy ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
The  report  is  as  follows ; 

That,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1813,  and  for  some 
time  prerions  thereto,  the  pettUonsr  owned  and  occu- 
pied a  dwelling-houM  in  the  village  of  BuffiJo,  in  tbs 
State  of  New  York ;  that,  on  the  aforesaid  day,  a  num- 
b«r  of  aaUiers  bdai^g  to  the  United  Stataa  Amw 
came  to.Us  hones,  brake  H  optUt  destn^ed  hk  fkmi- 
tnr^  and  ast  dio  Hanae  mi  we  and  bomt  it.  The 
titioner  prays  of  Goagiaas  to  be  paid  the  value  of  hie 
hoose  and  furniture. 

It  doss  not  appear  to  the  committee,  from  the  or 
parte  evidence  of  the  petitioner,  what  was  the  caose  af 
inch  wanton  and  unlawful  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
soldiery.  However  much  it  is  to  be  deprecated  in 
these  who  perpetrated  the  oflence,  yet  it  certainly  has 
created  no  obligation,  moral  or  legal,  on  the  Oovam. 
ment  to  psy  for  the  injury.  This  principle  has  often 
been  adopted,  and  is  believed  by  the  committee  te  be 
fonaded  m  a  wise  and  just  policy.  They  recommend 
to  the  House  the  fidlowing  resolution : 

Reaohxd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

PETITION  OF  COLONEL  SCHUYLER. 
Mr.  Yancbt  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Colonel  Peter  P.  Schuyler ;  which  waa  read,and 
the  resolution  therein  coutained  was  coneuricd 
in  by  the  House.   The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  in  1813,  the  petitioner,  late  a  Colonel  ia  the 
thirteenth  raiment  «f  ioJantiy,  waa  asajgned  to  the 


Digitized  by 


877 


HI8T0RT  OF  OOmBBSS. 


m 


PnBOABT,  1816. 


Oommereial  Bettrietions. 


r«eraitlng  Mrrice,  fhe  hMi-qa«rton  of  which  wm  in 
the  dt7  (rf  N«w  YoA ;  that  he  received  fioio  the  De- 
partment of  War,  at  Mveral  tiatee,  large  aoma  of 
nHinej  fat  that  pwpoee ;  that,  in  At  tnmth  of  Aa- 
nit,  1813,  ha  pat  into  the  pott  office,  in  the  aty  of 
New  Tndt,  two  hsodied  dollars,  endoaed  in  a  letter 
■itoised  to  Uajat  Joaeph  L.  Smith,  then  at  Litch- 
fiatdf  CnuaetiBOt,  Ibr  the  recmiting  aenriee,  and  which 
MiHor  Bmidi  informed  him  did  not  reach  him.  The 
petitioner  states  that,  opOQ  a  settlement  of  his  accounts 
with  the  Department,  th^t  lom  has  not  been  allowed 
him,  beeanse  he  conld  not  produce  a  receipt  from  Ma- 
jor Smith.  He  aska  of  Congress  to  be  allowed  the 
'sum  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts. 

It  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  that  the  money 
was  traunitted  to  Major  Smith  by  mail,  I7  the  order 
ef  the  Department ;  and,  anleasBpeeialoidan  far  that 
pnipoae  had  been  given,  they  are  of  ojnnion  that  die 
nA  of  soch  tranamissi<m  was  with  the  petitioner,  and 
Ihacefim  he  !■  not  entitled  to  relie£  l^ey  recommend 
to  the  Hooae  -the  Mknring  reaolation : 

MmMt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  oi^ht 
not  to  ba  gnntedt 

COMMESCIAL  RESTRICTIONS. 

Mr.  KiNQ,  of  MiBBachasetts,  presented  forcon- 
ndemtfoD  the  following  resolution : 

'*Setolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
liona  be  inatnictod  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
•xdnding  from  the  ports  of  the  United  Sutes  all  for- 
eign Toeeels,  owned  in,  coming  frtan,  bonnd  U>,  or 
tondiing  at,  any  of  Hia  Britannic  Majesty's  poasessioui 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  the  eeolinent  of  North 
Aiserica,  fiom  which  the  veaada  of  the  United  States 
are  ezdnded;  and  of  prohibiting,  or  Increasing  the 
dntleo  tm,  the  importation  tn  fiwdgn  veasda,  of  any 
•itidsa  th«  growth,  prodnea,  or  mannfcctnre,  of  such 


Ur.  K.  said,  be  was  iodoeed  10  present  this  ras- 
olation,  as  well  from  information  as  to  the  state 
of  the  trade  already  allnded  to,  received  before 
and  sioee  be  left  thfit  part  of  the  country  which 
be  had  the  honor  to  represent,  as  from  his  own 
eoaTietion  of  the  necesaity  of  some  legislative 
proTlMon  on  the  sabjeel.  It  is,  said  Mr.  K.,  by 
no  mcaDs  the  ob^i  of  this  resotttlion,  to  reviTe 
an  ezlensire,  odious,  reetrietire  aystam,  or  com- 
mareial  warfare  with  Gmt  Britain ;  but  jastly 
Iff  Ntallaie  npoo  her  aome  of  tfaoaa  cmbarmaa- 
Buia,  wbkh  her  rigid  colonial  system  is  at  this 
m«uni  inOieting  upon  us.  When  yoa  torn  your 
MtMUion  to  that  nation,  yoa  do  see  in  operation 
ooa  of  tb«  moat  rigid,  exelasive  colonial  systems 
that  oTer  was  adopted  by  any  nation;  well  di- 
gntcd  and  prepared,  as  to  her  interest,  for  the 
prestnt  state  of  commerce  in  the  world.  I  will 
ask  year  alteatim  to  its  effects  on  oar  coontry, 
with  retation  to  the  poasessiooi  mentioned  in  the 
resoioiioo ;  for  as  to  our  commerce  with  her  Bn- 
loptan  territories,  the  fate  of  that  has  been  deler- 
mtaed  for  four  years,  by  the  commercial  oouTeo* 
lioD.  It  will  be  seen  tbat  Great  Briuio  bad,  be- 
fore the  formation  of  the  arrangement  with  us, 
■eeored  to  her  sabjeeis  in  North  Amaica  every 
adrutage  in  her  power,  scearing  to  them  a 
rrndy  market  for  every  artiele  whien  thm  eosld 
bmbb,  M  a  very  tow  duty;  white  on  lu  stne 


artiele,  when  imported  in  the  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  even  British  vessels  from  this  coun- 
try, a  duty  is  imposed,  amounting  to  a  prohibition. 

In  relation,  then,  to  this  trade,  alt  our  vessda 
are  ^rmaneotly  excluded  from  her  islands  and 
contmental  possessions  in  America.   She  did,  in- 
deed, for  a  time,  offer  one  or  two  insignificant 
ports  in  the  island  of  Bermuda,  under  great  lim- 
itation,  which  we  ou^fat  to  hare  rejected  with 
scorn.   While  the  United  States,  on  the  contra- 
ry, threw  all  tbetr  porta  open'to  British  vesiekof 
every  description*    She  next  aeleeta  from  her 
stores  sucb  articles  as  are  not  important  to  her, 
and  sanda  them  to  the  United  States ;  and  alao 
seteets.  In  retura,  soeh  trcioles  as  she  cannot-  ]Mro- 
dnee  or  do  without;  that  is,  she  picks  and  cnUa 
our  market,  as  a  pett^  shopman  does  his  warea: 
and  «c  greedily  receive  whatever  she  is  pleased 
to  vouchsafe  10  na— a  bc^^gar,  like  us,  devours  the 
orambs  which  fall  from  the  rich  man's  table — we 
ought  to  spurn  saeh  a  degraded,  snoha  contempt- 
ible traffic.    Id  regard,  tnen,  to  the  direct  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  tbe  possessions 
named,  the  snbjects  of  Great  Britain  are  tbe  only 
carriers;  her  ships  from  <3reat  Britain  may  come 
to  any  of  our  ports  with  foil  freightt  of  dry  goods; 
with  part  of  the  proceeds  purehase  a  load  of  1am- 
ber,  stock,  preriaioiis,  Ac,  (such  !  meaot  as  thnv 
chooae  to  admit  in  tbe  islands,)  sell  it  at  tbeir 
islands  at  great  wofit,  take  in  a  cargo  of  Weat 
India  produce,  ana  carry  it  to  any  part  of  Karope, 
giving  them  foU  fteighto  in  three  diatinet  voy- 
ages. And  a  portion  of  oar  Inmber,  and  pot  and 
pearl  ashee,  will  and  does,  by  Cbaniptain  and 
other  waters.  And  their  way  to  tbe  St  Lawrence, 
are  bought  up  by  the  British  capitalist  at  his  own 
price,  and  sent  to  a  most  profitable  market  in 
Qreat  Britain  and  tbe  West  Indies,  giving  em- 
ployment to  their  ships  and  great  profit  to  their 
merchants.  Tbe  only  way  in  which  lumber,  fish, 
flour,  rice,  &c,  in  oar  vessels,  find  a  ma^et  in  tbe 
British  West  ladies,  is  throogb  some  island  be- 
longing to  some  other  foreign  nation,  less  rigid 
thnn  Great  Britain  in  her  colonial  system;  ana  fn 
the  same  way  we  reeeive  in  oar  ships  some  of  her 
predaets,  ail  loaded  with  addilioaal  freight  and 
insnranee,  for  carriage  among  tbe  islands.  Bat  of 
this,  miserable  as  it  was,  we  are  In  part  defKived, 
or  attempted  to  be,  by  an  act  of  one  of  her  colo- 
nial asaembliei^  made  ezpressljr  against  thb  com- 
try,  and  no  doobt  the  same  will  be  done  in  other 
islands.  I  allade  to  ''An  act  laying  a  duty  on 
certain  goods,  wares,  and  merehandts&  Imported 
into  this  island  (Jamaica)  from  the  United  Slates 
of  America,  and  other  places,"  passed  tbe  lith 
November,  181^  by  which  it  is  enacted,  that, 
from  tbe  passing  of  that  act,  and  during  its  coa- 
tinaance,  there  shall  be  levied  and  paid  to  His 
Majesty,  &e.,  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  tbatiMand  "from  any  port  or 

*  ports  of  the  United  Butes  of  America,  or  from 
'  any  colony  or  plantation  in  America,  belMging 
'  to,  or  under  the  dominion  of  any  foreign  Boro- 

*  pnn  sovereign,  in  a  sute  of  amity  with  Hia 

*  Maicsiy,ibefollowingdnti!es,viz.,amoogotherB~ 

*  For  every  barrel  of  wheat  floor,  not  weighfaif 
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'  more  tbma  19ft,  net  weight,  tbirueo  shilUags 
'       foQr  pence. 
'  For  100  pounds  of  tice,  six  shilliogs  and  eight 

*  pmoe. 

'  For  every  1,000  shingLes,  or  Boston  chi^  oot 

*  more  than  twelve  inches  in  lengthy  six  shillings 
'  and  eight  pence."  (Atraut  three  limes  the  first 
cwst,  beiDg  what  we  call  «ommoB  shipping  sbio- 
gie«0 

"Fei  erery  1,000  shinglee  more  than  twelve 

*  ioehee-  inelm  m  length,  thirteen  Bhilliog*  and 

*  four  pence  ^'  (beiog  more  than  the  ralae  io  the 
northern  parte  of  tbb  eonntry.) 

**  For  every  1,000  feet  of  white  and  yellow  pine 
'lumber  of  all  deeeriptioni,  twenty  shilUa^}" 
(which  is  above  half  the  or igjnal  cost  io  this 
eonntr^.} 

Varioas  other  articles,  on  which  specific  daties 
aie  imposed  in  the  same  proportion,  and  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  all  other  articles 
which  they  see  fit  to  admit.  And  ioformaiion 
bae  been  received  that  it  is  their  intention,  in  re- 
lation to  the  article  of  plaster  from  Nova  Scotia, 
CO  impose  an  export  duty  on  it  of  five  dollars  the 

D (nearly  iu  value  in  the  Boston  market,)  when 
ed  Bast  of  New  Haven,  so  that  their  vessels 
war  be  the  exchiaive  carriers  to  those  Slatea 
where  it  is  used.  The  opmiion  of  this  system 
i»  the  North  and  fitst  is  suoh,  that  onr  lumbar 
tnde  to  the  West  Indies  has  been  nearly  deatrov- 
td,  and  two-thirds  of  the  veasels  in  that  trade 
Ivown  oat  of  employ.  I  presume  that  nearly 
one-third  of  all  the  tonnage  of  Maine  (which,  io 
1B14)  not  a  very  propitious  year,  amounted  to 
13C;000)  was  formerly  employed  io  the  West 
l»d'm  tradft  A  large  raoportion  of  our  vesseb 
bave  now  become  useless,  and  British  vessels 
hvrt,  in  many  cases,  become  our  carriers. 

The  queation  then  is,  said  Mr.  K.,  whether  we 
■faali  aid  Qreat  Britain  to  enforce  her  u^nial 
•|!stem,  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  her  snbitcis, 
•a  retaliate  apon  her  some  of  the  injuries  which 
yn  siiBu  from  her  navigation  laws.  It  will  be 
in  vain,  ud  worse  than  in  vain,  that  we  freed 
wraelves  from  fnrmer  inwoeitions  and  preien- 
aians,  if  we  muet  agnia  balmmght  in  subjentfon 
tiot  eolonial  servitude 

The  whole  trade  of  thiaceuntry  is  too  valuable 
to  be  Iwrtered  away  for  a  portion  of  that  of  any 
MUOB.  I  cannotadmitthedoettiae,  that  we  have 
no  equivalent  to  otttr  <hmt  Britain  for  thw trade ; 
»  eanies  its  equivalent  wttk  it,  as  she  may  and 
wagki  to  find  it,  in  that  inunense  traffic  die  enjoys 
with  thu  country.  She  appewed  disposed,  by 
the  Ueaty,  to  put  the  oommefce  the  two  eoon- 
toies  upon  the  most  liberal  groaad  of  reciprocity. 
Instead  of  that,  we  do  not  gain  half  the  advan- 
tages which  vre  yi^  to  her,  while  she  doeea  so 
many  of  her  ports  against  us.  Whatever  inteimt 
Gnat  Britain  has  to  iavor  the  colonial  tnd«  of 
n«t  aubiects,  we  have  none;  nor  ought  we  to  aid 
her  in  this  semi-teirapin  pakcy.  If  these  cokmists 
•"Ppose  they  can  do  without  a  trade,  on  the 
not^nd  of  reciprocity  with  ua,  let  ui  see,  in  re- 
wi^  if  m  cannot  do  withont  a  trade  with  them  i 
good  effect,  ai  IcMt^wiU  be  produced:  we 
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shall  eoeaarag»  the  produation  of  sugar,  molas- 
ses, ium,.&>c.,  In  our  Southern  States;  and  Umh, 
with  the  tfsde  we:  shall  eajoy  with  tin  eolonkl 
possessions  of  other  nations  in  the  West  Indice, 
free  our  citizens  from  these  coionial  impo«tigaa. 
Unless  foreign  BatioDs  are  disposed  to  trade  with 
us  on  the  ground  of  the  most-  perfect  recipraeity, 
I  would  rejeet  their  eomneree,  and  by  evevy 
means  io  our  power  encourage  all  articles,  tlu 
growth,  prodnee,  or  manufacture  of  our  coun- 
try, &e, 

Mr.  Forsyth  thought  the  resolution  too  limi- 
ted io  its  terms.  He  therefore  suggested  aa. 
amendment,  by  inserting  aAer  the  words  "  Uni- 
ted Siatesj"  the  words  *^  or  layiog.  additional  dn* 
ties  on." 

Mr.  Kina  said,  be  had  no  kind  of-  objection  to 
the  ameadmeat,  whieb  ha  therefei*  accepted  a« 
a  pntt  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Bdrwbll  said,  this  was  a  pr^MMtciim,  it 
appeared  to  htm,  of  suoh  imporiaace,  that'  (he 
House  ought  to  act  with  much  caution  in  respect 
to  it.  If  the  United  States  undertook  to  counter- 
vail the  British  colonial  policy,  it  was  in  vain  to 
suppose  that  it  would  not  produce  collision  with 
that  nation.  The  subject  of  this  proposition 
would  necessarily  affect  the  consumers,  and  par- 
ticularly ttie  agriculturists  of  every  part  of  the 
country.  The  course  of  this  nation,  on  this  sub- 
ject should  depend  much  on  the  policy  pursued 
by  the  other  nations  of  Siuopa  in  regard  to  those 
oMOoies.  It  was  perfectly  evident,  Mr.  B.  said, 
tht  thee&ct  of  those  mflasnna  of  the  ftiuah 
QoveffMnent  must  be  toeaabasrMathe  aHeieeiicae 
with  her  ooloaies,  and  enhance  ta  the  eonaamen 
to  the  islands  the  price  of  every  neeasaanr  of 
life;  if  the  policy  of  the  other  owners  of  lelawoaia 
the  West  Indies  should  be  more  liberal,  Qreat  Brit* 
ain  will  lose  the  benefit  of  the  trade  she  hurdeae  so 
heavily,  and  the  evil  will  cure  itself.  Eacland 
has  a  right  to  regulate  the  trade  to  her  ookmies 
as  she  pleases ;  and  an  attempt  to  coerce  hnr  to 
change  her  jralicy  io  this  respect  would,  he  Uffce- 
bended,  ultimately  prove  the  commencement  of 
a  new  conuaereial  contest  with  Sogland.  He 
was,  therefore,  desirous  that  no  deciaion  ahoald 
be  made  on  this  propoeUion,  without  matmeeoo- 
sideratioBf  and  lull  ia&rmatioD,  particalariy  as 
to  the  policy  of  the  other  Powess  m  Etuope  who 
have  colonies  abroad. 

Mr.  KiKG  spoke  in  rcplv,  and  in  further  auppan 
of  his  motion.  He  saif^  oe  had  intended  to  imira 
made  this  reaolution  more  general,  to  countervail 
the  restrictions  aad  impositions  to  which  our  trade, 
with  the  colonial  possessions  of  other  forstgii 
nations,  is  sulnected.  But,  as  we  yet  had  no  op- 
portunity of  forming  any  new  comiaeteial  ar- 
raogementa  with  other  foreign  nations,  I  thought 
it  best,  for  the  present,  to  omit  them.  Gfocnt 
Britain  too,  of  all  nations  io  the  world,  is  bound 
to  form  with  us  the  most  liberal  and  recipncal 
commercial  arrangements;  I  mean  from  the 
amount  aad  kind  « trade  which  she  enjoys  with 
us.  She  raeetves  from-  us  the  raw  maienal  to 
keep  in  motion  a  great  proportion  «f  hec  muu- 
fociuring  industry  and  ingenuity,  thea  aandaft 
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Uis«  prapaiiiOD  baek  in  iti  finisbtd  state,  ai  to 
MtnaflietiU'e,  to  be  eoasnned  in  this  ecMOtry. 
Bfr.  K.  fiirlMr  said,  it  migfat  be  feared  hy  some, 
that  the  retaliation  proposed  woald  dcprire  as  of 
seme  neetsiaiT  SDNlies.  I  thick  not,  said  be ;  it 
isfor  theiBteresioir  tfaeislaadsio  reeeire  varioas 
{Kodoets  of  this  conatif ,  in  eubaoge  for  their 
Hodoob  It  wiil  be  impeoaiUe  to  prerent  a  traf- 
fis  of  this  kind^  thtosn  the  posMssioos  io  the 
Wist  ladias'  of  oihar  jBaMpean  Powers;  from 
than  -ppsMsiiona,  then,  and  onr  Soathcn  States, 
aa4buid8tt.  snp^y.  caa  ha  aflbrdad.  Will  h  not 
lead  to  a  war  with  Great  BritaiD?  Jose  eoea* 
nnrcial  rstaliatian  can  nerer  be  a  jost  eaose  of 
war.  When  Oreai  Britain  thinlu  it  for  her  in- 
terest to  bare  war  with  this  conntry,  pretexts 
will  not  be  wanting.  We  are  not  to  be  deterred 
Aem  sajp  jual  or  necessary  measure  by  any  fear 
of  this  kind  ;  it  is  qaite  sufficient  for  as,  that  the 
ialerest  of  ovr  citiaens  and  the  honor  and  dig- 
nity of  this-  natioB  demand  it. 

mt.  Waaflnr  said,  be  was  surjtrised  at  soy  op- 
^esilion  beio^  made  to  the  adoption  of  a  proposi- 
tioa  to  iaqiiire  into  this  highly  interesting  sab- 
j   jtst.  Ha  alesifed  ootbing  more  than  reciprocity 
n  oor  ial«reottTse  with  Great  Britain.  Bot  be 
I  was  not  to  be  deterred  from  connterrailiog  ber 
eeBmercial  regalations,  by  the  fear  of  new  col- 
liskma  wUh  her»  and  he  hoped  we  shoold  nerer 
let  her  transgress-  the  rales  of  a  jost  policy  to- 
I  wwdo  as,  wilboat  attempting,  by  corresponding 
I  legalMioas,  to  bring  her  to  a  sense  of  jastiee.  He 
I  wonid  giTe  her  a  carte  MoaeAe,  to  tascribe  there- 
I  oa  what  regulations  she  chose  tot  her  intercourse 
with  us,  provided  they  were  exactly  reciprocal, 
lie  ms  glad  his  bonarable  friend  from  the  East 
had  introdaced  this  proposition,  and  be  hoped  it 
wottld  be  the  means  of  briagiag  the  qneatiea  folly 
before  the  Hoase.  He  woald  not  smpply  her 
iitanda  with  a  bisooii  or  a  eigar,  but  on  terms  of 
faawrociiy. 

Ur.  Lowvoas  said,  he  hoptd  the  gentleman 
firaaa  Masiaabnsetts  wioald  perasit  each  a  modifr- 
eation  of  his  motion,  as  shoold  inelode  in  the 
inqniry  not  only  thej^iey  of  Chreat  Britain,  bot 
ti  other  BatfoBs.  Maainld  see  no  raason  why 
the  meaMiree  of  FranDi^  SfwOr HoUattd,  re- 
■pseiMW  the  mde  wiiii  thnr  eolaniea,  should  aot 
matt  lie  saaM  coanMnctian.  He  eoatd  not, 
howerea,  see  the  mA^tet  in  the  serious  aspoet  ia 
whieb  it  had  appoasod  lo  the  gentlamaa  from 
Vi^oia.  Hecoold  nolagmi«  the  opiaien that 
Bt  weald  invotra-uaiaaaedoiis  oommeicial  eon- 
fliet  with  SngUad,  beoaase  ic  ^  not  prapoae  an 
•baadeameM  of  har  eommereiat  mteai.  Some 
disoriminating  duties  might  be  adopted,  not  by 
way  of  retaliation  of  thaoa  impoeod  b^Oreat  Brit- 
aiiif  bat  to  iadnce  her,  by  oonsideraiuns  of  recip- 
roeitTud  mntual  conreaieaee,  to  abaadoa  those 
nntations.  The  adoptioa  by  this  coantrsr  of  a 
pouey  wldch  would  only  bur«n  with  connden- 
tite  duties  the  Twssels  of  those  countries  which 
eaefakia  om*  resaels,  dbc,  would  mwely  hare  ttw 
itfset  of  inriting  a  ehu^  of  their  system.  It 
«oaU  ha  OHrely  oAbriag  them  aa  iadneeneai  to 
nt^paoeitr*  Ha  eoidd  ate  so  .laieon,  koawrer, 
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why  a  disttnetion  shoold  be  made  in  this  propo- 
sitioD  between  Great  Britain  and  other  aatims. 

Mr.  KiHO  professed  his  readiness  to  giro  the 
inqniry  the  utmost  latitude  although  his  ofaject 
had  been  more  limited ;  aad  was  willing  to  accept 
any  amendmmt  proposed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  LowiTOBe  th«a  mored  to  amend  the  resotve 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  of  His  Britannic  Ut- 
jeaty." 

Mr.  Wans  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  pnrpese 
of  opposjng  the  atoiion  of  the  henonhle  aeatle- 
man  mm  Massaehnaeas  (Mi^  Kmo.)  He  had 
no  objection  to  consider  the  resolution,  and  be 
was  in  favor  of  the  aaaendmeot  proposed  by  the 

Kitlsmu  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowaasa.) 
t  as  bis  friend  and  colleagoe,  the  ehairnun  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Helations  (Mr.  Foa- 
avTu)  was  not  in  the  House  at  the  time  the  hoa- 
oraUegentleman  froaa  Massaehttselts(Mr.Kiiro) 
eommeoced  bis  remarks,  and  therefore  coald  aot 
reply  to  some  of  them  which  he  had  not  heard ; 
Mr.  W.  thottf  ht  it  his  doty  to  say  a  few  words  in 
aassKr  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  honorable 
gentleman.  He  begged  teare  in  the  first  plaeeto 
reoaU  to  the  remembraoee  of  the  Hoase  the  fact 
that  some  days  ago  his  friend,  the  chairman  of 
the  Cammiuee  m  Fereiga  Bielattous,  proposed 
certain  ameDdments  to  the  bill  reipilating  ^e 
ooauBcree  of  the  United  Smtee  with  Chwat  Brit- 
ain according  to  the  late  eoarentioa.  the  objeet 
of  whieh  was  to  exclude  Tessels  and  ^oods  not 
eeoiiag  directly  from. the  Eoropean  territories  of 
His  Brimnato  Majesty,  from  the  benefits  of  the 
act,  agreeably  to  the  fair  aaderideotcontunetion 
of  the  coarentiea,  as  uadsmood  hy  both  pantes. 
These  amendments  were  then  r^ected,  althoogh 
the  effect  of  them  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
same  as  the  nmasuns  oontem^ted  by  the  reeo- 
lutiou  of  the  gentleman  from  Massnehaaetts,  aad 
were  rejected  bom  a  very  fastidions  deliieaiey 
about  the  eoastraetiec  of  the  treaty.  Then  it 
was  contended  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  did 
not  authorize  ua  to  say  that  British  ressds  comtiw 
from  or  toaehiog  at  the  West  India  iaiaada  or  bts 
Briiaanic  Mi^jesty^.  oatonies  in  North  America 
should  bft  sitDeeled  to  the  fwyment  of  our  die- 
evinunaiing  datias.  Now  it  is  asked  of  as  to  in- 
ereaee  these  dieemiBaliBg  duties  npen  aaeb  vee-  ' 
sels  aad  their  oai^;o«i,  on  the  ^uad  thM  this 
speeies  of  trade  i»  not  at  aU  within  the  prariahns 
of  the  treaty.  He  woald  teare  gsntlmnea  to  re- 
ooBeUo  these  dtflbient  construotiMs  of  the  same 
iaettomeat  a»  they  could.  To  him  it  a|>peared 
there  was  so  small  ahM-e  of  insonsiaieaey  in  such 
eoudaot>  When  the  terms  of  the  oooTention 
weee  to  be  fiiond  ianlt  witb— when  those  who 
made  it  were  to  be  aooused  of  saetifioiag  the  in- 
terests of  the  eonatry— then  it  meaat  oae  tbiag ; 
when  the  interests  ot  gentlMcwn's  oonstiiaenis  re- 
qotred  il,  then  it  meant  another.  Ht.  W.  said, 
that  oa  thissnhjeet  it  was  abohis  doty  to  comet 
a  mistake  lata  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maasaohttsetts  l»d  fallen — he  called  it  a 
mistake,  for  as  he  was  sincere  himself  he  was 
willing  to  allow  sincerity  to  all  others ;  yet  he 
oartaialy  thoagkl  it  etiaDga  that  one  ao  weU  ia- 
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ffMmcd  as  tbat  hononble  geatlenaa  should  bare 
b««  misled  npoa  saoh  a  sabjeet.  The  boDorable 
genlleman  bad  stated  to-day,  aod  he  had  stated 
the  same  thiii{f  some  days  sioee  id  reference  to 
the  treaty,  it  mij^ht  be  taken  as  his  deliberate 
opinion,  that  the  interests  of  his  part  of  the  cooa- 
try  were  »crificed  in  this  coDTention  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  cotton  States — that  the  fisheries 
had  been  giren  up  to  preserve  these  interests— and 
that  the  grand  object  of  the  treaty  seemed  lo  be 
to  secure  to  the  Boatbera  planters  a  sariog  upon 
their  cotton,  by  the  reduction  of  the  British  dis- 
criminating duties  upon  that  article.  Now,  sir, 
I  can  assare  the  honorable  gentlemau  that  the 
SoQthera  planter  never  felt  the  slightest  inconre- 
nienee  from  the  operation  of  those  duties.  He 
never  got  a  cent  less  for  bis  eotton— he  only  ship* 
ped  it  in  British  instead  of  Ameriean  vesse]s,aDd 
the  loss  therefore  fell  upon  the  American  ahlp- 
owner,  not  on  the  agricutiurist.  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
himself  had  received  ivevioiu  to  his  arrival  at 
WasbiogtoD  various  commanieations  on  this  sub- 
ject, bat  they  all  related  to  the  owners  of  Amer- 
ican tonnue  and  not  to  the  planters  of  American 
produce.  The  argument  which  they  all  contained, 
was,  not  that  our  apiculture,  but  tbat  our  navi- 
gation would  be  rniaed.  Whom,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
W.)  would  the  ruin  of  our  navigation  most  se- 
verely affect  1  Who  own  nine'tentbs  of  ibe  ton- 
A  nage  of  the  United  States?  Certainly  the  East- 
ern and  Northern  States.  Mr.  W.  hoped  it  was 
unnecessary  to  say,  that  neither  here  nor  else- 
where, had  be  been  or  would  he  ever  be  the  ad- 
vocate of  local  interests  or  the  eneourager  of 
narrow  and  selSah  jealonsies,  which  had  so  long 
disturbed  the  repose  and  happiness  of  this  Union. 
It  was  for  this  very  reMoa  tliat  he  had  wished 
to  correct  the  mistake  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  Such  statements  go  abroad  and 
make  injurious  impressions ;  they  induce  our 
brethren  of  the  East  to  believe  that  we  of  the 
South  are  hostile  to  their  prosperity,  destroyers 
of  their  commerce,  in  shorty  enemies  and  oppres- 
sors who  have  no  community  of  feeling  or  of  in- 
terest with  them.  It  was  very  possible,  Mr.  W. 
said  tbat  bis  reply  to  this  statement  would  have 
very  little  effect ;  most  probably  it  would  never 
reach  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  whose  preju- 
dices, prejudices  which  had  been  purposely  fo- 
mented, it  was  intended  to  remove.  Still,  bow- 
ever,  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  it,  in  justice 
to  the  people  whom  he  had  Uie  honor  to  represent, 
in  jnstiee  to  the  Adminisuation  whom  that  peo* 
pie  by  ehoiee  supported,  and  for  the  sake  of  that 
union  and  harmonv  among  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates,  which  all  such  mistaken  views  of 
public  measures  as  that  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  a  tendency  to  destroy. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  we  had  just  got  out  of  a 
war  with  Great  Britain,  the  foundation  of  which 
was  laid  some  eight  or  nine  years  a^,  by  a  reso- 
lution moved  in  this  House  at  the  instigation  of 
commercial  meetings  in  different  seaport  towns  of 
the  United  States.  He  was  not  prepared  now  to 
■ay  whether  he  was  ready  to  reeommence  a  sys- 
tem which  might  lead  to  the  same  practical  and 
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disastrous  rernltt }  bat  thia  he  would  any,  that  the 
House  ought  not  to  net  on  a  sabjeet  <h  this  i» 
portance  without  one  day's  previous  aoiiee.  He  ' 
therefore  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts  &«id,  he  had  no 
more  desire  for  a  new  war  with  Gveat  Britain 
than  the  honorable  gentleman ;  nor  bad  be  more 
agency  in  the  late  war  than  that  gentleman-Hicr 
did  he  he  view  his  motion  of  that  natnre  wfai<^ 
could  possibly  lead  to  war,  &c.  He  was  proceed- 
ing to  discuss  its  merits,  when  the  SntAua  re- 
minded him  the  questioa  was  merely  on  post-  i 
ponement. 

The  question  to  tay  the  resolution  ea  ihetaUe  : 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

THE  REVENUE. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
proposition  of  the  Committee  of  Waysand  Means  [ 
to  continue  the  direct  tax  at  three  milltoos.  Mr.  i 
Piccehb's  motion  to  reduce  the  direct  tax  froK 
three  to  two  millions  was  n^;atived  after  a  few 
observations  from  Mr.  Bbiohah  and  Mr.  Pick- 
ens. He  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on 
repealing  the  tax.  Mr.  Bubode,  in  a  neat  and 
forcible  speech,  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  ww 
opposed  to  the  continuance  of  this  tax,  because 
be  believed  it  might  be  dispensed  with  without 
anv  detriment  to  the  public  interest.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  FoHBTTH,  Mr.  Lowrdes  assenting  to  it, 
the  subject  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  take 
up  the  following,  the  decision  of  which  eras  ooo- 
sidered  to  be  more  urgently  demanded : 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Honae  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FownTB, 
rescdved  itself  into  a.  Committee  of  the  Whole,  en 
the  IhU  from  the  Senate,  coneemin|r  ther  com- 
mercial convention  with  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fobstth,  the  bill  wai 
amended  from  its  declaratory  form  by  striking 
out  the  whole  of  the  bill,  and  inserting  in  lien 
thereof,  in  the  very  terms,  the  bill  which  pnaiiif 
this  House  several  days  ago,  and  me  rejected  la 
tbe  Senate. 

This  motion  Mr.  FonavTB  supported  by  a 
speech,  in  which  he  compared  the  merits  of  the 
two  bills,  and  condemned  the  Senate's  bill  as  an 
interference  with  the  judicial  power,  and  also  as 
an  attempt  to  deprive  this  House  of  its  just  pow- 
ers in  relation  to  the  origination  of  proposttioas 
afieeting  the  pnhlie  revenue. 

The  bili  having  been  thus  amaaded,  waa  im- 
ported to  tbe  Honse ;  and  the  qocilion  Mog  n 
the  concurrence  in  the  ameadmena  aude  la 
Committee — 

Mr.  LvoN  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  my  intention  to  have  ob* 
served  the  same  silence  on  this  question,  as  I 
have  on  all  others,  since  I  bad  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  this  House.  But  being  called,  once  more,  to 
give  my  negative,  I  deem  it  my  duty,  in  s  very 
simple  and  brief  manner,  to  adduce  some  ef  the 
reasons  which  influence  my  conduct.  The  sub- 
ject is  of  great  moment  not  as  involviag  the  ac- 
ceptance or  rejection  of  this  tientyj  on  which  all 
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mre  agreed,  bat  aa  defioMK  the  powers  of  the  dif- 
fereot  branches  of  ibis  QorerDmeDt — fixing  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  CoDstiimion.  It  his 
been  ia  operation  for  more  than  tweatjr  years  j 
and  are  we  yel  ignorant  of  die  duties  assigned, 
■Bd  the  bounds  set  to  onr  authority. 

While  my  miod  is  whirling  in  the  vast  circle 

feoerated^  by  the  debate  on  Uis  (question,  I  can 
X  on  objeots  with  sufficient  distinctness  to  tn- 
floeoce  my  decision.  I  am  obliged  to  east  from 
my  Dotiee  a  moltitode  of  subjects  brought  iato 
Tiew,  as  being  wholly  nneonoeetcd  with  the  point 
in  debate. 

The  precedents  which  bare  been  addoeed,  are 
discarded,  as  arisiag  from  qnesiioos  totally  dis- 
tinct from  that  now  before  us.  Precedents  are  id 
themselTes  importaut.  When  well  founded,  they 
should  bare  their  full  weight,  and  cannot  fail 
strongly  to  influeDce  (be  inquiring  miud;  but 
when  drawn  from  subjects  remote  from  tbose 
which  they  are  designed  to  influence,  they  mis- 
lead the  judgment,  and  produce  the  most  ernn 
Bcoiu  eoDelusions. 

We  have  been  often  referred  to  the  ratification 
-of  the  British  Treaty  in  1795 j  bat  the  ground 
then  taken  was  rery  different  from  that  which 
has  now  been  assumed.   The  Oppositioo,  in  the 
HoDse  of  Representatives,  then  condemned  the 
President  for  prociaimiog  the  treaty  before  it  had 
been  submitted  for  their  saoc^ou.    They  de- 
manded that  the  whole  correspondence,  in  form- 
ing the  treaty,  should  be  laid  before  them,  that 
they  might  jadge  ot  its  merits,  and  determine  on 
the  propriety  of  eoofirmiDg  or  rejecting.  Noth- 
ing like  this  has  been  avowed  on  the  preseut  oc- 
casioo.   No  censure  has  beeo  attempted  against 
the  proclamation,  no  lesoluiioos  have  been  moved 
for  documeniE.    The  question  on  which  the 
House  then  decided,  was  an  appropriation  of  mo- 
ney, which  all  agree  that  this  treaty  does  not 
.leqoire.    The  cases  are  so  totally  differenl.  that 
proceediogs  on  the  one,  can  form  no  example  for 
measnrea  on  the  other.  I  know  well  thai  reao- 
loUoDs  were  then  passed  ezprcasiTe  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House,  that  when  a  treaty  embraces 
those  subjects  which  are  expressly  by  the  Con- 
stiration  placed  onder  the  power  of  Googiets,  the 
concnrrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
neeeesary  to  its  full  operation.   This  resolution 
I  however  considered  as  the  mansuvre  of  a  rear 
gaard^  to  eover  a  retreat— they  fooud  they  had 
occupied  uDteoable  ground,  and  ibey  wished  to 
retire  as  safely  aod  decently  as  possible — the 
deliberation  on  an  appropriation  only,  and  even 
then  they  dare  not  risk  the  responsibility  of  re- 
fusing yi.    The  first  question  was  then  above 
what  was  now  assumed,  and  the  last  below  il — 
BMther^  therefore,  affi»rd  a  precedent  for  the  pre* 
aent  occasion. 

Concerning  the  law  of  1798,  it  has  been  said, 
tfaatj  in  requiring  bonds  to  be  given  by  the  com- 
manders of  private  armed  vessels,  the  stipulations 
of  the  British  Treaty  of  1794  were  enacted. 
Thia^  however,  is  a  misconception  of  that  law. 
It  requires  that  these  bonds  shall  secure  the  ob* 
nnanee,  not  only  of  the  British  Treaty,  bat  of 
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all  treaties.  We  had  treaties  then  existing  with 
Prussia,  with  Sweden,  the  States  Qeneral,  and 
some  others.  In  some  of  these,  there  was  no 
formal  stipulation  for  bonds  to  be  given.  That 
with  ibe  States  General,  reqaired  sufilcieot  eaa- 
lion  to  be  given,  but  did  not  fix  the  amount  of 
the  penalty.  The  law  joined  all  these  in  one 
system,  required  the  bond,  fixed  the  penalty,  and 
enjoioed  the  observance  of  those  that  required  do 
bonds,  as  well  of  those  that  did.  It  was  not  a 
mere  echo  of  the  British  Treaty,  but  embraced 
ButMects  far  more  extensive. 

The  Treaty  with  Spain  provided  that  goods, 
landed  in  our  ports  in  consequence  of  distress  and 
to  make  repairs,  should  not  be  subject  to  duties,  on 
being  reladeu.  A  law  is  said  to  have  been  passed, 
enacting  this  stipulation,  for  the  sake  of  carr^- 
iog  it  info  efiect  A  recurrence  to  this  act  will 
show,  that  it  was  not  a  repetition  of  that  clause 
of  the  treaty,butembracedaverydifiereot  subject. 
On  the  face  of  the  treaty  the  Revision  appears 
to  be  for  goods  reladen  on  board  the  same  vcaael, 
after  being  repaired.  The  law  provides  for  tite 
ease  wherein  the  vessel  should  be  fonnd  not  sea- 
worthy, and  the  goods  should  be  laden  on  board 
another  vessel.  It  also  requires,  that  as  duties 
had  been  received,  in  the  case  of  the  Nancy,  they 
should  be  refunded.  That  law  was  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  bill 
from  the  Senate.  This  merely  enacts  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty — t^t  embraced  a  new  sub- 
ject. That  was  necessary — this  must  be  wholly 
useless. 

The  law  makiog  appropriations  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  Treaty  with  Frauce,  is  said  to 
mention  the  restoration  of  vessels,  and  we  are 
told  that  the  Berceau  was  given  up  under  this 
law,  and  not  by  the  authority  of  the  treaty.  Bat 
does  that  statute  require  that  vessels  shall  be  le- 
stored  ?  It  does  not.  No  such  enacting  clavse 
is  to  be  found.  The  restoratiou  was  made  under 
the  aaihoritv  of  the  treaty,  or  by  no  aathwity 
whatevear.  The  act  gives  the  form  of  law  to  no 
stipukition  of  the  treaty,  but  appropriates  a  speci- 
fic sum  to  fulfil  that  obl^ion  which  the  treaty 
itself  had  created. 

The  act  authorizing  the  President  to  uke  poe- 
session  of  Louisiana,  has  also  been  mentioned  as 
an  instance  of  authority  being  given  to  a  treaty 
by  law.  Bat  surely  this  is  wide  from  the  purpose 
for  which  it  has  been  adduced.  The  law  con- 
templates a  very  different  mode  from  that  ex- 
pressed by  the  treaty.  The  treaty  proposes  pos- 
session to  be  taken  by  commissaries,  the  law 
authorizes  the  President  to  possess  and  hold,  by 
a  military  force. 

The  law  regulating  duties  and  drawbacki^  in 
Louisiana,  is  said  to  have  been  anncceoury,  on 
the  principle  which  opposes  this  amendment.  If 
the  treaty,  it  ia  said,  was  soffieient  to  make  that 
country  a  pari  of  the  United  Sutes,  then  all  oat 
laws  would  take  effect  there  of  course,  and  those 
which  contravened  them  would  be  repealed. 
Waiving  here  any  question  whether  the  Consti- 
tution would  admit  of  that  addition,  it  is  admit- 
ted that  the  treaty  bad  made  Louiaiana  a  part  of 
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tin  UDited  States,  w  to  aU  its  pririleges.  A 
•iBiilfcr  efi^c  of  a  treaty  has  bMn  latelr  wttneis- 
•d,  OD  oar  Baatera  border.  Bjr  the  Treatjr  of 
Peace,  withont  aar  law  to  eebo  or  enact  ita  pro- 
TMioD»,a  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
haT«  beea  placed  beyond  the  power  and  privi- 
leges of  our  laws.  Bat  the  treaty  did  not  place 
Louisiaaa  aoder  the  bmefit  of  oar  laws.  It  stip- 
ulated that  this  should  be  done  at  an  early  fatnre 
time.  This  coaM  be  effected  only  by  law.  The 
tnaty  contemplated  this  law,  not  to  ffire  efllMt 
to  what  it  had  done,  but  to  perform  what  it  bad 
not  done.  By  the  law  rMalaiiog  trade  the  treaty 
■mn  pavtly  ftufilled:  and,  sy  the  admlinoB  of  that 
eaantry  into  the  tfaton  as  a  State,  all  its  privi- 
l^s  were  conferred. 

That  part  of  this  law  which  secured  priTilepes 
to  Fmch  and  SpAntab  Teasels,  trading  from  their 
lespcctiFe  coaatries  to  Loaisiana,  has  been  men- 
tioaed  as  coactinff  merely  the  proTisions  of  the 
treaty.  It  is  trae  both  the  treaty  and  the  sabse- 
qneat  law  gave  this  right,  for  twelre  years,  but, 
tai  one  essential  point,  the  law  differs  from  the 
treaty.  The  commencement  of  this  term  was 
not  fixed  by  the  treaty,  b«t  by  the  law  it  is  par- 
tieularly  defined. 

The  law  providing  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes  committed  in  the  Indian  territory,  has 
been  also  noticed  as  enaeting  the  Btipalationa  of 
tiM  tmtiee  wkfa  eerlain  tribes.  It  doea  more. 
It  fixes  Ibe  ]daee  and  proeess  of  trial,  and  atends 
its  proTiuoBS  not  raly  to  the  territoriee  of  those 
tribes,  with  whom  we  hare  stiptilations,  but  to 
all  others.  It  is  not  the  responre  of  any  particu- 
lar  (Maty,  but  enaets  those  raiescoDceroing  which 
•very  treaty  is  silent. 

The  honorable  gentleman  who  moved  this 
anendment,  has  just  bvought  into  view  the  act 
of  1799^  respecting  the  inland  trade  with  Can- 
ada, as  enacting  the  stipulations  of  the  Tmiy 
of  1791.  This,  sir,  was  a  general  law  tmpoBtng 
aad  regulating  the  coUeclien  of  duties,  it  was 
not  by  law  giving  efStet  to  a  particular  treaty,  as 
is  new  cooiampJated,  but  an  extensive  system, 
mads  in  ctmformity  to  all  existing  treaties. 
When  we  pass  a  general  law,  as  we  must  do 
wtian  we  establish  oar  new  tariff,  it  will  be  pro- 
ve* to  fix,  speeifioally)  the  doty  ud  tonnage  to 
be  paid  both  by  tfao  Bntiah  tad  AaaeneaM. 
That  this  act  is  dot  a  mere  eebo  of  the  treaty, 
wall  bo  seen  by  leftrring  to  tb»  aoetion  oa  the 
inporution  of  furs.  By  the  treaty  tfaooe  only 
aiefreefh>m  doty  which  are  bronght  by  land,  or 
iidand  navigation,  the  law  exempts  those  iniro- 
dttoed  in  atty  direciioa. 

In  all  these  precedents  there  is  not  one  wfaieh 
eonpares  with  the  amendment  aow  proposed. 
Not  one  of  them  is  merely  the  re-eaacUng  the 
atipalatkns  of  a  treaty.  In  every  instanee  the 
law  which  was  pasaed  secures  that,  for  which 
the  treaty  did  not  provide.  Not  one  of  them 
thffowB  any  light  on  this  qucatioo,  and,  tberefbre, 
•tt4ure  10  be  reieeted. 

I  also  dbmias  fton  my  eanaideratioa  the  Brit- 
wifiMtieowhiah  has  beea  soofkcn  iMWwht  i«o 
▼lem  In  that  oountry,  the  genius  of  tho  Gor- 


PanauAKT,  1M9. 

ernment  is  so  different  from  onrs,  that  no  an^ 
ogy,  api^icable  to  this  case,  can  be  traced.  There 
the  people  can  have  no  infiaenee  in  makfo^  or 
confirming  treaties  bat  through  the  medium  of 
the  Commons  in  Parliament.  The  treaty-mak- 
ing power  is  hereditary,  in  the  creation  and  coik 
tinaance  of .  which  the  freemen  have  no  voice; 
the  House  of  Lords  is  also  hereditary  or  created 
by  the  breath  of  the  Monarch.  In  the  King  be- 
longs the  power  of  making  war,  and  peace,  and 
all  other  internatioaal  regulations.  The  voice 
of  the  nation  cannot  be  beard,  except  in  the  act 
of  Parliament,  enacting  or  refusing  the  necessary 
lawa.  Hcfo  the  ease  is  rery  di^ent^  the  Res- 
ident is  ehoaen,  onee  in  four  years,  almost  imme- 
diately by  the  people.  The  Senatora  are  tbe 
representatives  of  the  States.  They  are  selected 
for  a  longer  period  than  the  President  or  the 
Representatives,  and  consequently,  are  fiarthec 
removed  from  the  effects  of  party  inflnence 
aod  popnlar  change.  The  power  of  making  trea- 
ties IS  lodged  in  safe  bands,  by  the  Consticutton, 
nor  can  we  need  tbe  check  from  the  Commoos, 
which  is  so  im^rtaot  in  Britain. 

On  this  qaeatioQ  I  ant  not  to  be  influenced  by 
that  frightful  display  of  consequences,  which  has 
so  often  been  made.  We  are  not  inquiring  what 
rale  ought  to  have  been  prescribed,  but  what  is 
the  path  aetually  delineated  by  the  ConsUtntioB. 
Recurrence  to  conseqoeBcea  would  be  highly 
proper,  were  we  establisbinf  a  new  Constitution, 
or  imseingresolations  to  amrad  that  which  we  now 
have.  Were  such  our  present  business,  wentigfat, 
with  propriety,  view  conseqaences  In  all  their  in- 
vising  aod  frightful  forms,  aod  shape  our  deeisiodi 
ae<iordingly.  We  might  then  talk  of  our  own 
fatherly  care,  and  the  dreaded  asarpation  of  the  : 
other  branches.  We  might  paint  to  our  imagi- 
:  oatioBs,  eenratsioBs,  insarrectKHis,  reTolotioas, 
and  freedom  prostrate.  We  might  Ibten^  to  use 
the  language  of  the  gentleman  irom  Virainia,  to 
tbe  voice  from  Heaven  and  the  Mast  from  arefon.  ' 
But  wttb  these,  our  present  subject  has  no  eoa-  i 
nexion.  No  consequences,  however  dreadfM  in 
anticipation,  should  induce  us  to  orerlnp  the 
bounds  prescribed  by  the  Genatitution.  Wt  are 
to  ]»esame  that  these  were  all  eonaidued,  by 
ihoaa  who  made  it.  If  wo  hare  doubts,  a  motion 
to  aamd  that  fundanental  instrument  is  always 
in  orders 
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firecraents,  the  appeal  to  British  practice,  and  the 
ist  o(  consequences  whnh  have  been  adduced, 
the  subject  is  presented  distinctly  and  witbia  very 
narrow  limits.  The  people  are  the  sorerr^O" 
from  them  all  power  is  derived.  The/ have  a 
right  to  withheld  it,  to  give  ft,  and  to  prescribe  to 
it,  when  given,  what  limits  they  please.  The 
different  branches  of  this  Ooveroment  have  been 
created  and  are  lirailed  by  their  will;  on  u- 
soming  a  national  character  they  perceived  tbtt 
dtffereat  tinds  of  laws  wonld  be  needed ;  thef 
saw  the  necessity  of  laws  regulating  their  m- 
tereourae  with  other  nations,  and  the  itnpor- 
tanee  that  ihfy  ahoold  he  the  result  of  tbe  wisdom 
of  both  nations  ooHeeraed,  seraring  the  right*  of 
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each,  ftad  Jiaring  th«  bindinff  aotlwrity  ioier* 
natiooal  eompftcts.   Theie  Ttws  ue  eaUed  trea- 
ties; ibey  embiace  all  sabjecU  io  which  di&r- 
ent  oatioDs  can  bare  a  legitimate  aod  proper  cod* 
cern.   Whatever  does  oot  directly  aad  inumately 
affect  the  interest  of  ibe  other  natioB,  caoDOt  be 
xhe  subject  of  an  inlenMiltonal  compact;  it  most 
be  left  for  each  natioii  to  determine  ia  iu  owb 
-way.   We  made  a  ueaty  with  Great  Britain, 
stipulatiog,  for  certain  good  reasons,  to  pay  her  a 
sum  of  money.  The  sum  aod  the  rate  of  ei- 
change  were  of  imporunce  to  both  oatioos,  and 
theiefoce  proper  sabjeeu  of  treaty.  But  from 
-what  aoorccs  this  money  should  be  deriredj  whe- 
ther from  imposts,  euiw,  the  tale  of  jHibUc  lands, 
loans,  or  dtreei  tases,  was  of  no  importanee  only 
to  ourselTes.   This,  ihertfore,  could  not  be  the 
siibject  of  treaty  stipuUtiMis,  but  was  to  be  deter- 
imnad  by  oarseWes  aloae.   This,  sir,  is  the  true 
boondiry  le  which  treaties  may  come,  but  should 
proceed  no  farther.   The  people  also,  taw  the  oe* 
cesaity  of  other  laws,  not  iDternational,  but  bind- 
ing  only  within  oor  own  territory  and  its  depen- 
dencies. These  municipal  regolations  are  ofdif- 
Cerent  kinds,  some  operating  only  on  the  members 
of  this  body,  some  only  on  those  of  the  other,  as 
the  rules  of  each  House;  others  binding  ou  aU 
the  inhabitanis  of  our  country,  as  the  objects  to 
he  obtained  may  require.  The  making  of  these 
laws  the  pe(^e  hare  assigned  to  difiierut  hands, 
and  hare  pointed  oat  the  manner  in  which  that 
d  at  J  shall  he  performed.  The  making  «f  treaties 
they  have  committed  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  bat  have  enjoined,  thai  he  shall  per- 
form his  duty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  c<m- 
seat  of  two-thiru  of  the  Senators  who  shall  be 
pieseot.  Thepawsf  of  corresponding  and  agree- 
ing with  foreign  nations,  of  reducing  the  articles 
to  lorm,  giving  them  the  force  of  a  compact  and 
finally  ratifying  the  same,  is  with  the  President 
only.   The  Senate  have  no  part  but  that  of  ad- 
viaug  aud  consenting.   In  making  some  of  the 
other  laws  each  Home  has  entire  and  exclusive 
authority.   The  rules  by  them  made,  witbin  their 
pr<^r  sphere,  have  as  high  authority  as  aay  laws 
of  the  United  Sutes  can  have.   Of  the  other 
lawB^  those  for  raising  revenue  must  commence, 
be  embodied  aod  matured  in  this  House  only. 
We  alone  can  introdaoe  a  aew  system  for  leplen- 
ishiog  onr  Treasury,  or  being  forward  a  new  tax, 
or  more  for  the  alteration  of  an  old  one.  On  this 
sidycct  the  Senate  bae.DO  power  bat  to  propoee 
or  concor  with  amendments.  Other  laws  may 
originate  either  in  this  Boose  or  in  the  Senate, 
and  mayberevisidfaaended,adopied..orreieeled 
by  either.   All  gcnecal  acu  aod  resoluions,  before 
they  become  laws,  mnet  be  laid  beCiwe  the  Presi- 
denc  for  his  approbation ;  nor  can  they  have  any 
muthority  without  his  coiuest,  or  their  bcng  agaio 
fMissed  vf  two-thirds  of  each  House.   In  makiag 
treaties  the  President  consults,  proposes,  arranges, 
aad  forces  the  oonqmet,  and  the  Senate  eao  only 
accept  or  reject.  In  passing  laws  the  two  Hooses 
propose,  arrange,  amend,  and  enact,  and  the  Pre- 
sideat  has  only  the  power  of  ceeomnendinf  and 
appioTiiig  aod  diatppniving.  Thas  pairioalaiiy 
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have  the  people  declared  who  shall  make  their 
different  laws,  and  in  what  precise  maoner  they 
shall  be  enacted.  The  code  t>y  which  they  have 
thus  declared  their  sovereign  will,  is  the  GoBsti- 
tution,  which  they  have  made  the  supreme  law, 
paramouDi  to  every  other  law,  and  the  foundatioo 
of  all  the  authority  which  this  Qoverament  or 
any  of  its  branches  can  use.  In  this  distribuiiea 
of  power  no  right  is  given  to  this  House  to  inter- 
fere with  the  tr^ty-making  power.  This  is  as 
exclusively  given  to  the  President,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  as  the  maki^  of 
our  own  rules  is  |;ivea  to  this  Hi»ue,  or  the  ea- 
acting  of  laws,  with  the  apprdiation  of  the  Pram- 
dent  to  the  two  Houses.  The  PresideataBd  Sea- 
ate  with  as  much  propriety  may  elaiia  to  ratify 
or  reject  the  rnle^  of  this  House  as  we  caa  inter- 
fere with  the  confirmation  of  any  treaty  whlefa 
they  have  made.  We  adopt  rules  and  exeeate 
them  by  the  admission,  expulsion,  or  punishment 
of  our  members.  Has  the  President  or  the  Sen- 
ate any  right  to  control  or  say  it  shall  net  be,  be- 
cause they  are  a  part  of  the  law-making  power? 
They  are  part  of  that  power  with  respect  to  gea* 
eral  laws,  bat  over  the  laws  of  this  body  they 
have  no  control;  and  as  little  have  we  over 
those  laws  which  are  called  treaties.  It  was  a 
charge  of  the  great  WASHiNGTen, "  let  nathuig  be 
done  by  usurpations."  The  safely  and  lift  of 
this  Government  de]^od  on  each  breach  know- 
ingand  performiog  its  particular  duty.  SboaM 
the  President  thia  day  reeommend  a  partiettlar 
branch  of  revenue,  shwild  the  Seaate  aend  oe  a 
bill  to  impose  a  tax  for  that  parpeee^  how  iboaU 
we  receive  it  t  Should  we  not  spurn  it  vnth  in- 
dignation from  oar  table  1  Should  we  aot  coa- 
sider  it  a  high  eneroaehmeot  upoa  our  right?,  aa 
unwarrantable  cMitempt  of  the  Constitution  ?  In 
the  same  light  may  they  view  our  interfcieaee 
with  the  ntificatioa  of  treaties.  I  am  aware  the 
1st  section  of  the  ConatitutioB  declares  that  "aK 
'  legislative  powers  therein  granted  sbaH  be  vvslai 
'  ia  a  CoBgress,  which  sbalt  consist  of  a  fitoaawi 
'  aad  House  of  RepreeeiMaiives."  Bat  atteatiea 
to  the  different  articles,  will  show  that  "all  Icgia- 
laiive  powers,"  in  tbat  section,  does  aot  mean  all 
the  powers  to  be  need  in  meking  laws.  Powers 
to  be  so  used,  to  say  nothing  here  of  the  KaleB,of 
the  two  Hoases,  are  granted  to  the  President, -to 
a  convention,  and  to  the  Legislalaree  of  the  dif- 
fisTMit  Smea.  No  aeteS  the  two  Hevaee,  can  be- 
come a  law  ittl  it  has  beea  presented  to  the  Prae- 
ident  for  his  ai^Mbaiwa.  Articles  of  the  Coa- 
siiiutioB  become  lawS)  when  proposed  by  two- 
thUds  of  both  Houses,  or  by  a  eonveniioo,  aad 
are  ratified  by  ibe  Ltf  islaiures  of  three-fourths  ef 
the  several  States.  Powers  to  be  used  in  making 
ht^ws  are  lodged  in  difiercnt  bands,  besides  those 
of  Congress.  'All  legislative  powers,"  in  the  firK 
seetton^  therefore,  must  mean,  not  all  that  are 
aothwized  to  be  employed  in  making  laws,  bat 
such  as  are  distinct  from  the  other  two  brauchae 
of  powers  the  Executive  and  the  Judicial.  Aa 
act  may  have  ell  the  authority  which  these  legie- 
lative  powers  can  give  it,  and  yet  not  be  a  lair; 
aad  that  may  be  alnw,  and  paramoanl  to  other 
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Ibwi,  irbieb  these  legislatire  powers  hsre  nerer 
CBteted.  Law  is,  wbaterer  the  Conttitniioii  has 
declared  to  be  such.  Lq^Ulatire  aets,  made  in 
parsoaaee  of  the  CouticatioD,  are  laws,  because 
the  Consiitotioo  has  so  declared  thnn.  Coorea- 
tional  acts,  dnly  ratified,  are  laws,  because  the 
CoastitatioD  has  made  them  so.  Aod  ExecDtire 
aets,  eilled  treaties,  oude  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  Sutes,  are  equally  laws;  because 
the  CoDstitutioD  has  given  them  that  authority. 
Neither  are  Uvs  merely  becaose  the  legislative 
powers  bare  passed  them,  but  each  are  the  su* 
preme  laws  of  the  land,  because  they  are  so  de- 
clared by  ibat  authority  orer  which  the  l^isla* 
tiTe  powers  bare  no  control. 

Treaties,  then,  are  laws,  and  as  such,  hare  op- 
cratire  force  as  other  laws.  They  cannot  repeal 
or  set  aside  the  Coostitution ;  nor  can  this  be 
done  by  any  legislative  acts.  That  they  have 

goal  grade  with  other  law^  subordinate  to  the 
institution,  it  certain,  from  their  being  declared 
the  supreme  laws  of  the  land;  and  from  the 
judges  in  every  State,  and  of  the  sufveme  and 
inferior  courts  'Of  the  United  States,  being  bound 
by  them.  If  they  are  taws,  they  have  power  to 
lepeal  prior,  contravening  laws;  for  it  ts  absurd 
to  suppose  two  conflicting  laws,  in  equal  feree^  at 
the  same  time.  According  to  this  interpretation 
of  the  Constitution,  all  its  provisions  perfectly 
faarmooizei  on  any  other,  they  are  at  variance 
with  themselves. 

If  further  resBons,  in  support  of  this  opinion 
are  demanded,  I  answer,  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  to 
give  this  power  to  the  President  and  Senate. 
They  said  "the  President  shall  have  power,  by 
tod  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
10  make  treaties,**  without  mentioning  this  House, 
beeaote  they  intended  to  exclude  the  Represent- 
mtires  from  any  share  in  making  or  confirming 
those  laws.  A  proposition  was  made  in  that 
kody  that  "no  treaty  should  be  valid,  until  it 
ahonid  be  ratified  by  law."  This  restriction  was 
rejeeted,  and  nothing  more  was  required,  to  give 
*  treaty  its  utmost  validity,  as  a  supreme  law, 
than  its  ratifieatioo  by  the  President,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  advice  and  consent  of  two'thirds  of 
the  Senate.  It  has,  indeed,  been  said,  that  the 
makers  of  the  Constitution  are  not  its  best  inter- 
preters. This  is,  in  a  degree,  true,  for  we  are  not 
to  be  KOTemed  by  what  tbey  intended,  but  by 
what  they  have  declared.  But  when  the  ioter- 
jwetatioD  appears  to  conform  to  the  most  natural 
meaning  of  the  words,  and  the  framers  of  the 
instrameut  assure  us,  that  they  used  thoae  wmds 
with  intent  to  convey  such  meanioA  and  con- 
ftrm  their  teiiimoBy  by  the  record  <h  their  pro- 
eeedinn,  we  have  the  highest  possiUe  evidence 
that  it  u  the  true  import. 

The  State  conventions  for  ratifying  the  Con- 
atitniloo  gave  it  that  construction  which  is  now 
eontended  for.  In  more  than  one  it  was  made  an 
objection,  that  as  the  Representatives  were  not  to 
be  consulted  in  forming  treaties,  the  majority  in 
the  Senate  ought  to  have  been,  not  two-thirds  of 
dme  present,  Vit  two-dkiKlB  of  the  wfaotenwB- 
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her.  It  does  not  appear  that.  In  a  single  insunce, 
it  was  supposed  that  this  House  was  to  be  con- 
sulted in  the  ratification  of  any  treaty. 

The  same  opinion  appears  to  have  been' held 
by  Congress,  in  all  its  sessioiis,  down  to  the  prea- 
ent  time,  not  one  treaty  in  ten  has  hadanylnt 
passed  concerning  it.  Are  these  all  yet  invalid  t 
Where  laws  have  been  passed,  they  have  not 
been  for  enacting  the  provisions  of  the  treaties, 
but  for  extending  them,  providing  means  for  csr< 
rying  them  into  effect,  or  fixing  what  tbey  had 
left  uncertain.  No  act  like  that  now  contempla- 
ted, a  mere  echo  of  the  treaty,  has  ever  become  i 
law,  or,  until  now,  been  reported  to  this  House. 
Treaties  embracing  almost  every  subject,  re- 
ceiving foreigners  as  citizens,  and  yielding  citi- 
zens to  the  control  of  foreigners;  making  goodi 
contraband  of  war,  or  free;  eatablisbtog  bounda- 
ries, and  regulating  duties  and  tonnage  have  been 
carried  into  full  effect,  without  any  laws  enact- 
ing their  particular  stipulations,  without  le^' 
latire  enactment  they  have  set  aside  all  laws 
interfiniog  with  them ;  they  have  been  the  role 
by  which  the  Executive  has  been  guided,  the 
judiciary  has  decided,  and  by  which  the  most 
important  national  concerns  have  been  conducted. 
Would  this  have  been,  if  l^^laiire  interference 
had  been  necessary? 

If  treaties  bare  not  the  autboritr  of  laws  until 
their  provisions  have  been  enacted  by  Congress, 
we  ought  surely  to  pass  those  laws  with  that 
well-informed  deliberation  which  their  impor- 
tance demands.  A  view  of  the  tnstraetions  and 
correspondence,  according  to  which  the  various 
concessions  and  arrangements  were  made,  is  ak 
necessary  for  this  House  as  for  the  Senate.  Bat 
no  such  documents  have  accomranied  an  y  treaty, 
which  has  been  laid  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. They  have  been  called  for  bat  in  one 
instance,  and  that  call  was  positively  refosed  by 
WaoBiMOTOK  himself,  because  the  treaty  haa 
foil  authority  without  their  decision.  In  thti 
refusal,  every  succeeding  Congress  has  acqui- 
esced. 

That  a  treaty  has  all  the  force  of  law,  without 
the  aid  of  Congress,  was  the  decided  opintoD  of 
President  WAeHiNOTOM,  as  was  read  by  an  hon- 
orable gentleman  the  other  day.  As  a  member 
of  the  Convention,  and  iu  President,  he  must 
have  known  the  intention  of  that  body,  and 
finding  it  plainly  expressed  in  the  written  Con- 
stitution, he  uniformly  declared  this  to  be  the 
true  construction,  and  practiced  accordingly,  un- 
der the  most  solemn  responsibility. 

Mr.  JeBerson  alto  early  embraced  the  same 
opinion.  Of  his  decisions,  when  correct,  I  most 
cordially  approve.  In  1790  a  treaty  was  made 
with  the  Indians  of  the  Creek  nation.  They 
wished  that  the  goods  they  should  receive  shouM 
be  imported  free  from  duties.  The  President 
submitted  to  the  Heads  Department  this  qne*- 
tion,  whether  a  treaty  with  that  nation  woafd 
authorize  the  admission  of  those  good^  without 
paying  the  duties.  Mr.  Jeflerson,  then  Secretary 
of  State,  gave  his  opiaion,  that  "a  treaty  made 
by  the  Preiident,  witik  the  adriee  and  eoueitt  of 
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two-tbirdi  of  tb«  Senate,  was  a  law  of  the  land, 
and  woald  repeal  past  laws.*'  lo  this  opiDioo  it 
is  believed  the  whole  Cabinet  agreed.  This  was 
not  a  Tapor  of  philosophr — a  mere  theoretic 
fancf — it  was  a  soImu  deeisioD  of  an  important 
^ttestioo  brought  to  the  test  of  practice. 

Mr.  Madison  appears  also  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion.   The  late  Treatf  of  Peace  contains 
maajr  important  siifmlations.  It  cedes  the  pres* 
ent  possession  of  territorr,  it  aathwizes  Comnia- 
aioaera  to  establialt  oar  whole  Eastern  and  North- 
en  betiBdarr,  it  aabmlta  to  their  deeisioB  the 
jvriedielioD  of  tnets  of  moeh  t^iw  ud  of  great 
iBporiBBee  to  our  froniien.  On  this  he  haa 
aoied;  heiscBTrying  its  prorisions  into  efieet; 
he  baa  conunaDded  all  officers,  ciril  and  miUur^, 
bithfaUy  to  obserro  and  fulfil  it ;  he  has  ap> 
pointed  the  ComnalBsionen,  and  doubtless  as- 
signed them  tbeir  pay,  and  girea  them  their 
instiuetions.   All  this  has  been  done  without  a 
legislatire  act,  confirming  the  treaty  or  enacting 
aajr  of  its  stipulations.   He  has  called  for  no 
anch  act,  and.  appears  nerer  to  have  deemed  it 
necessary.   Does  he  require  a  ratification  of  the 
treaty  to  be  earrted  into  effect  by  this  amend* 
ment?   What,  sir,  has  he  srat  att   Take  it 
from  year  uUe,  look  at  it,  examine  it  carefully. 
Wtiat  is  it  X  It  is  nothing  more  than  a  serap  of 
a  aaw^iaper.  It  purports  to  be  nothing  more 
Ann  tke  eofqr  of  a  proelaniMion,  not  of  a  treaty. 
Jkm  we  to  luify,  eanbrot  gire  life  and  energy  to 
thia?   Had  he  deemed  oor  appnbatioa  neeee- 
■aiy,  his  wishes  would  hare  been  expressed  in  a 
fery  different  manner.  Before  the  Senate  he 
laid  iba  original  official  treaty.  Such  documenu 
as  were  necessary  to  nndersnnd  it,  and  the  rea* 
tons  why  It  was  made,  were  also  prescated  for 
their  information.   Aa  nothing     these  came  to 
us,  it  is  erideot  he  contemplated  the  passage  of 
no  snch  bill  as  is  contained  in  this  amMdment. 
He  considers  the  treaty  as  being  now  in  full 
force,  and  needing  no  aid  from  us.   It  is,  how- 
ever, said  that  this  cannot  be  (be  opinion  of  the 
President,  for  he  instrncted  Mr.  Russell  to  atip- 
Blate"lhat  the  emidoyment  of  British  seamen 
•hoold  be  prohibited  br  law."   If  be  eonsidcfed 
n  iraniy  to  be  lav,  wny  engwi^  by  a  treaty,  to 
make  a  law?  The  answer  is  at  hand.  The 
maaaer  and  the  penally  of  the  prohibition  art 
eniirety-  municipal,  and  therefore  eould  not  be 
fixed  bjr  treaty.   In  the  thing  promised  the  other 
luiion  lias  a  concern,  but  the  manner  of  fulfilling 
the  stipulation  belongs  wholly  to  ourselves,  and 
most  be  determined  by  our  legislative  acts. 

Where,  tbea,  it  is  gravely  inqaired,  is  the 
power  of  Congress  to  regulate  trade  1  It  is  not 
eertainly  in  this  Hooae,  the  Constitution  has  not 
idaced  it  tberej  but  in  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
grsM.  There  it  remains  entire,  notwiihsunding 
the  extent  of  the  treaty-making  power.  What- 
ever regulations  we  make,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate,  and  approbation  of  the  President, 
or  without  his  assent,  under  certain  restrictions 
vill  be  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  will  repeal  all 
imr  oonflieting  laws,  whether  in  the  form  of 
act!  or  tmtiei.  BntonntheeoueBtof  theS»- 
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ate  be  obtained  to  any  bill  in  oppoutioa  to  the 
provisiaBa  of  the  eonveniion  1  We  know  it  can- 
not. The  power  then  contended  for  by  the  advo- 
cates of  this  amendment  is  not  of  regulating 
trade,  bat  of  embarrassing  the  regulations  that 
are  auempted.  Not  of  introducing  order,  but 
confusion  into  all  proceedings  on  that  impoitaat 
concern.  But  is  the  power  of  regulating  trade 
taken  away,  by  the  interpretation  of  the  Con- 
stitutioB  contended  for,  even  in  the  oas^  now 
before  ns?  Not  in  the  least?  The  trraty  fine 
only  the  equality  of  datiea  ud  tonnage  not  the 
fliHMAim;  this  u  yet  to  be  determined  bylaw. 
We  may  rednee  the  rate  of  British  Tcssels  antil 
they  shall  equal  the  American,  or  raise  enr  own 
until  they  equal  the  foreign  snuidard,  or  we  nay 
deviate  from  both,  either  by  diminution  or  excess. 
A  law  thus  regvlating  our  trade  with  Oreat 
Britain  will  be  neeessary,  and  will  doubtless  be 
comprised  in  the  bill  for  a  new  uriS;  if  not  oth- 
erwise obtained.  This  law,  wheo  it  sball  be 
passed,  will  determine  not  the  equality,  which  is 
already  fixed  by  the  treaty,  as  is  proposed  by  this 
amendment,  but  the  precise  sum  which  is  to  he 
recMved  from  British  subjects  aod  from  Amer- 
icans. 

It  has  often  been  inquired  whether  this  House 
is  bound  to  earry  into  efibet  each  trcntica  as  the 
Piesident  and  Senate  afaall  aakef  Most  eer- 
laialy.  We  arc  bound  by  all  laws  which  are 
eonstitutionaUr  enacted.  If  the  treaty  is  so  made 
aa  to  become  the  law  of  the  land,  it  biads  this 
House,  the  other  braBebes  of  the  QoTerament 
and  every  indirtdnal  of  the  community.  Af^ 
the  GovernmMit  has  been  in  operatioa  for  so 
Buny  years,  have  we  yet  to  ieam  that  all  laws, 
wbile  they  continue  laws,  are  binding  on  all  per- 
sona and  all  bodies)  In  some  countries  there  are 
orders  aad  iadividuals  who  are  above  the  law^ 
but  we  have  reason  to  be  thankful  that  here 
there  are  no  snch  privileged  orders.  Whatever 
is  neeessary  to  be  done  to  give  effect  to  a  law  hy 
the  President,  by  the  Senate,  by  this  Houte,  by 
any  officer  or  by  any  citizen,  each  is  bound  by 
thai  law  to  perform  it.  There  is,  there  can  be 
no  exception.  If  we  ean  obtain  the  aeeessary 
eonaent  of  the  otter  branahaa,  we  ean  repeal  a 
law,  bat  until  tbt  repeal  is  effected,  we  nre,  and 
must  be  bound  to  observe  it.  Treaties  mar  be 
repealed,  or  set  aside  for  ^ood  reasons,  as  well  as 
other  laws,  and  a  majority  of  the  two  Houses, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President,  can  at 
anjr  lime  render  them  void.  But,  wbile  they  re- 
main in  force,  this  House  is  bound  to  obey  them, 
and  do  every  incumbent  act  to  gire  them  com- 
plete effect. 

The  late  Treaty  of  Peace  haa  been  confirmed 
by  DO  law  enacting  its  stipulations.  The  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  however,  hare  appointed  the 
Commissioners,  as  agreed,  to  ascertain  our  Bast- 
era  and  Northern  boundary.  One  honorable  gen- 
tleman has  been  taken  this  House.  They 
hare  probably  nude  arrangements  for  the  pet- 
formanee  of  their  duties,  aad  wilt-  soon  eater 
BpoB  them.  Wbea  the  arduona  task  is  per- 
fmned,  ahaU  we  be  under  no  obligBiteni  to  nake 
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^propriMiMn  for  their  Mmoet  t  On  «e  plead 
we  neTtr  rifled  the  treaty,  asd  therefore  w«  an 
set  boand  ?  The  priiwi|Me  is  too  abaord  to  be 
adnuited  for  a  moment. 

IT  it  be  10,  MTs  aD  hoeorable  ^ntlemao,  ihe 
Presidaat  and  Beinie,  by  th«  aid  of  a  foreifn 
Power,  or  ereo  of  a  Chickasaw  chief,  xMy  levy 
and  repeal  ahb.  Not  so;  «Qch  DiMstrous  eon- 
seqnetiees  do  not  foikiw.  The  Isyiog  and  r^al- 
iag  of  .lazes  are  municipal  acts,  with  which  for- 
cngn  nauoDS'can  have  bo  proper  eoncero.  They 
oannot,  therefore,  be  the  subjects  of  treaty  stipn- 
lationa.  Buidfj  all  bills  for  raising;  rerenae  vaet 
origtoatc  ifl  this  House.  They  eaanot  be  iotro- 
diimd,]naoh  less  completed,  by  the  President,  nor 
ScMtc,  nar  by  both  united. 

It  iMs  beeo,  however,  eonfideatly  aeeerted,  that 
ifaneh  be  the  treatymakiog  power  it  my  (mala 
aBnbeidy,andapplyitforil8ownpiirp0ies.  One 
godcmati  has  aesared  us  that,  by  traaty,  money 
to  aay  amouni  anv  be  placed  in  uie  faaods  of  the 
PaymMter  Ooiefal,  anc  thus  ware,  if  not  com- 
meaoed,  may  be  prolonged  witboat  ItgisktiTC 
eoaecnt.  Bat  here,  too,  the  Constitution  has  in- 
trodaeed  an  ample  gaard.  If  the  sabsidy  be  made 
to  the  United  States,  it  mast  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  and  oaoDot  be  drawn  therefrom  but  by 
aa  approprtttton  passed  in  this  Hoosa.  If  it  be 
made  to  an  individual  officer  it  is  expressly  for* 
bidden— "that  no  person  hoktiag  any  office  of 
'  profit  or  troat,  sball,  without  the  oonsrat  of  Con- 
'  gresR,  accept  of  any  present  or  emolizment  from 
'any  king,  priaee^  or  foreign  Stale."  A  gentle- 
man from  Virginu  has  with  much  oomplacescy 
inqufed,  wbim  is  most  aafe,  to  lodge  ibis  aztca- 
UTe  power  with  the  President  and  Senate  imiy, 
or  to  require  the  consent  of  the  popular  braneb, 
the  more  immediate  repreientadiWB  of  the  people  i 
With  leave  fimn  that  gentleman,  and  from  his 
known  cai/dor  I  am  sarc  he  will  iodnlze  me,  I 
woald  somewhat  rary  the  qaeetbn.  Would  it 
not  be  more  safe  to  disregard  tbe  Caastltuiton 
than  to  obey  it;  to  leap  tbe  bounds  prescribed, 
than  to  keep  within  them?  I  might  ask,  also, 
would  it  not  bs  raofe  safe  to  extend  our  ease  aot 
only  to  the  Senate,  hot  to  the  courts  of  justice 
They  may  be  ignorant  or  cormpt— jnries  may  be 
led  astimy— woald  it  not  inereaBc  oar  safety  far 
the  represeautiTes  of  (he  people  to  revise  tbetr 
proceedings}  to  make  it  more  ceruin  that  tin 
innocent  shall  be  acquitted  and  the  guilty  oob- 
dcmned? 

Is  this,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  inquiry  of  the  peepte? 
Oio}  they  have  already  declared,  by  tbe  adoption 
oi  the  Gonatiintioo,  in  whose  bands  tbey  deem 
this  concern  most  safely  lodged.  Their  Imws  for 
raisiag  revenue  tbey  ban  introsted  to  as  in  the 
&st  (Maae;  their  ordinary  municipal  r^otaiioas 
tbey  have  placed  in  our  hands,  in  concurrence 
with  the  Senate  and  President,  but  the  formatioa 
of  their  eompaots  with  other  nations  they  have 
eonunitted  exclusively  to  Uie  Prcsidcot  and  Sen- 
ate. It  is  this  House  that  makes  tbe  inquiry. 
Flashed  with  self-approbation,  we  imagine  our- 
selves not  only  immaculate,  but  impecoiUde. 
Thi^  «ir,  is  aatarat.  It  is-  no  new  languago  to 
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sny,  O  that  I  wore  made  jndgo  in  the  land,  nnd  I 
woald  do  jaatie*.  All  tbnt  netd  tobasaid  bare  is^ 
tlM  people  in  tfaeir  wiadcoi  have  thooght  dif- 
fcreatly. 

But  what  is  this  House,  coacerning  which  this 
inquiry  of  eafety  has  been  made?  IciathuboAy 
which,  when  the  people,  by  their  representatiTes, 
would  have  complained,  has  eommaodedsilenee) 
when  they  were  proposing  measures  vf  nlief,bas 
denied  the  liberty  of  spccisb ;  when  pnsaatiBg 
amendments  to  burdensome  Imvs,  has  raf usul  to 
hear  ihem;  when  attempting  to  plaad  tticir  om 
oanse,  to  use  a  favcHitc«xpresMoo  of  a  gantlemaa 
bmca  Virginia,  has  put  a  gag  in  iheer  aaasMh,  Issi 
a  shriek  sbauld  give  the  nlarm.  Tbia  is  the -body 
wkfa  witom  it  is  imagined  oor  trealyHBaklDg  eox* 
cams  aaigfat  be  introated  with  sueh  perfiset  aafHy. 
Is  it  said  thisobooiionsnileisnOTrtobaJftidaiUs? 
I:ardeni^  hope  and  oaafldant^  belioTe  it  will} 
but  dees  not  the  fact  of  its  bavi^  existed  uo  lng, 
in  opposition  to  every  correct  principle  and  ovary 
right,  bat  that  of  power  in  tbe  minority,  give  us 
reason  to  fear  it  may  return  1  The  people,  siri 
bare  made  a  wise  choioe;  they  bnire  plnand  tbia 
important  power  in  the  sitfest  hnnd%  as  n^aua 
from  abundant  experienoe. 

This  bill  has  been  called  a  disease ;  a  disnnse, 
not  daogeroos  from  its  nature,  but  from  the  treat- 
tnent  it  Em  received.  I,  sir,  would  ratber  «all  this 
itoh  for  power  the  disease.  This  leaping  Coasti- 
tutional  bounds,  this  scupusg  at  authority  on 
every  side,  is  a  poltticaT  disease,  contagious,  ma- 
lignaat.andaxtremelydangeroas.  Untessproopt- 
ly  ehocksd,  it  will  inevitably  prove  faul.  It  has 
brongbt  to  ibe  dust  most  of  the  free  Qovemmanti 
wbien  have  been  in  4be  world ;  soaie  by  sudden 
revtdutioaaTy  spasmus  •and  some  by  more  linger- 
ing, bnt  not  less  eennin-deoay.  This  dtecase,  aa- 
less  speedily  cured,  will  prove  fktal  to  «s.  lis 
symptoms  are  many;  it  indices  to  be  deeply 
seated  in  this  House,  the  very  vitals-of  o«r  Qov- 
erament. 

It  is  but  a  few  hours.  Sir.  Speaker,  sinoe  1  hwl 
tbe  hooor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor.  Dating  this 
abort  space,  within  these  .walls,  which  ahouid  be 
snored  to  liberty  and  Coostiiational  order,  I  Imve 
heard  tlmi,  at  wbieh  1  am  astonished,  at  whiob 
nty  soul  bus  tmn^led.  Authority,  svvormgn,  aa- 
eontrolled,  unbounded  by  aay  law,  hagbean  ciai— d 
ior  this  HoDse.  On  the  ane  hand,  tbe  trasty- 
making  powar  is  deDouneed  for  punoing  die 
plainest  diremioan  of  tb«  Constitniiaa,  £ar  not 
Moopiog  to  «b«  high  coawand  wbicb  we  an 
pleas^  w  assomc.  Oa  tba  other,  iba  oooru  of 
justice  are  eepdcmned  for  presuming  to  give 
ttnnce  to  the  Constrmtion  over  the  laars  wbieh 
we  have  enaeted.  Though  their  power  ettods 
to  "all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arisiag  andertbe 
Constit^ion  and  the  laws;"  yet  if  tbey  dare  to 
decide  against  an  aet  of  oun,  wbicb  ofpoaas  the 
Coostitatioo,  here  it  is  declared  usorpctioo— oo 
abridgment  of  the  sacred  rights  of  the  gusrdiaos 
of  the  people.   Wher^  sir,  will  this  tbiist  for 

Kwer,  this  spurning  at  all  restraint,  lead  ui7  Go 
t  a  little  farther,  sir,  and  decrees  of  eoDdemna- 
lion,  and  eneotlon  for  transon  will  issue  from 
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yoar  table.  Go  bat  a  little  farther,  sir,  %nd  your 
BergeiDt-Bt'Arau  wilt  briog  from  bU  eetl  your 
priMoers,  to  the  Meek  or  the  stfthe.  Yes,  sir, 
lake  but  a  few  >ieps  iiiore,aDd  you  plunge  wheoce 
yoo  nevert  never  oan  return,  bat  by  mood,  cod- 
rolsioD,  and  all  the  horrors  of  revolution. 

When  Mr.  Ltom  concluded,  Mr.  Fomttb 
briefly  replied. 

The  question  oo  concurring  in  the  amendments 
which  go  to  sobstitute  the  bill  which  firtt  passed 
ibis  House,  io  lieu  of  the  Senate's  bill,  was  iben 
decided:  For  the  ameDdmeniB  81,  against  them 
70, as  follows: 

Tus— Mflssn.  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker,  Baibonr, 
Basasli,  Bataaan,  Bmmu,  Btidaqre,  Bleant,  Bieoks, 
Bijan,  BwoaUch  Gddwell,  Oann«i,  Clariw  of  North 
Cwolina,  CtendenBin,  Clqrton,  Comstock,  Condiet, 
Conner,  Crawford,  Crcoghtoo,  Cuthberl,  Darlington, 
Forsyth.  GU^^ow.  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hawes, 
Hendoson,  Biuigerford,  logham,  Irving  of  New 
York,  Irwin  orPennsylvania,  Jackson,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle, 
Maclay,  Hsjrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentadky, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  MiddlMon,  Newton,  Parris,  Hckens, 
Ffper,  peasants,  Powell,  Randolph,  Roane,  Robert 
■an.  Boot,  Rocs,  Savage  Schenck,  8hsrpe>  I9ieffey, 
Snitb  of  Vbginia,  Southard,  Tanl,  Tnlor  of  New 
Torit,  Taylor  of  SoQth  Carolina,  Td&ir,  Tucker,  Wal- 
be^  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Whiteside, 
Wildo.  WUUn,  WiHiams,  WiUonghliy,  Thomas  WU. 
sn.  Wilfian  Wilson,  and  Yancey. 

NAsa— MessrR.Atberton,Baar,BayHes,  Betto,  Boss, 
Bfctoary ,  Breckenridge,  Biigham,  Brown,  Cady,  Cal- 
booD,  Cbampion,  Cba^eU,  Cilley,  Co<^,  Colpeper, 
Bmnport,  ¥oxu9j,  Gaston,  Gold,  G^dsboroogh,  GreS' 
DBBOr,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Herbert,  Hopkntson, 
HttfOTt  Jewet^  Kent,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lang- 
don,  (raw,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Mason,  Milb, 
MUztor,  Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Moaeley,  Nelson  of 
Masaafhnseitt,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Pickenng,  Pitkin, 
Reed,  Rice,  Raggles,  Sergeant,  Smith  of  PennsylTania, 
Stanford,  Btesnu,  Strong,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Tsggart, 
TaUmadge,  Tate,  Thomas,  Throop,  Vose,  Ward  of 
MaaandMsett^  Ward  of  New  York,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
Woeawaid,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

The  ■mendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

TtiBBOAV,  Febraary  5. 

Mr.  HoeiB  sobmitted  the  following  resolntiou, 
wbieh  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  ou  the  table : 

Jtesefced^  That  a  select  committee  of   mem- 

bara  be  app<dnted,  to  examine  generally  into  the  sub- 
ject of  ansetlM  balanosa  due  Uie  United  States,  snd 
sapsrisdiy  into  Ae  annoal  statements  laid  before  Con> 
graao  hy  the  Cemnlnrilsr  oS  the  neaanry,  in  eonfor- 
mltf  to  Ht  act  of  the  tfiiid  of  Ifardi.  IMI^  requiring 
thakan  caanal  atstosent  shoeld  be  bid  before  Con- 
gnaaofllMaeooimtain  dM  Traaaary,War,  and  Navy 
Deiiei  Inula,  wbkh  may  have  remained  more  than 
Aim  yeaia  uneetttod,  or  oa  ^lich  balanceo  tpptt 
to  iMve  bean  doe  more  than  three  years  prior  to  the 
aOth  S^rtambei  then  last  past ;  to  investigate  the  causes 
which  have  given  rise  to  such  extenuve  onsettted  bal- 
ances ;  to  recommend  such  measmes  as  nay  in  thdr 
qiinioa  be  most  likely  to  bring  de&ulten  to  a  iqpeedy 
settlement  of  thdi  accounts,  and  prcrenl,  in  tune  to 
14th  Con.  Ist  Se^s^SS 
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ccnae,  the  leeorrwMe  and  continaance  of  unsettled 
balanceo  to  so  large  and  alaimitig  an  auount. 

A  message  was  reeeired  from  the  President  e£ 
the  Uoitea  States  respecting  the  lands  in  the 
Miehif^n  Territory,  desi^ated  by  law  towards 
satisfying  the  land  bounties  promised  to  the  sol- 
diers of  the  late  army,  which  was  referred 
10  the  Committee  oo  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speakbr  laiit  before  ilie  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  letrer  from  the  Roister  of  the  Treasury,  and 
two  statements  in  answer  to  the  resolution  sob- 
mitted by  Mr.  RiHnoLPH  on  the  second  iDstani, 
and  adopted  by  the  House  yesterday;  which  wen 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senile  "  eooeerniog  the  eoB- 
reniion  to  regnlnie  the  comneree  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Hia  Britannic  Majesty,**  ma 
read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  yesterday.  He  then  withdrew  bis  motion, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  laid  on  the  table,  for  future 
consideration,  the  following: 

JUaolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relationa 
be  iostmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  exdiH 
ding  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  or  of  in- 
creasing the  dnties  on  all  foreign  vessels  owned  in, 
coming  from,  bound  to,  m  toaching  at,  any  <Mr  tha 
posscsstons  of  uiy  nation  of  Ennme  in  the  Weal  In- 
dies, and  in  the  continent  of  America,  from  wUdi  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  are  exduded,  and  of  pn^ 
hibiting  or  of  increasing  the  duties  on  the  importatian 
in  foreign  vessels  of  any  articles  itf  the  giewtb,  pio- 
duce,  or  manofactore  of  such  possessions. 

This  motion  lies  oo  the  ub^ 

fiTAPP  OP  THE  ARMT. 

Mr.  JoBNaoN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  orgtft- 
izing  the  general  suC  nod  making  furlber  pro* 
vision  for  the  Army  of  the  United  Stntcs,  vueh 
was  read  twiee  and  committed  to  the  Cemmittea 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  proTiaiim  ibr  aa 
additional  military  noademy. 

Mr.  JoBMaOH  alao  eommnaiealcd  the  foHow^ 
ing  doeument; 

Wia  DarAmTMBnrr,  Dec  87, 1816. 
Sia :  In  replying  to  your  letter  of  the  Slet  instant, 
inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  fat 
the  staff  appointments  which  have  been  provirionally 
retained,  and  for  such  odurs  as  the  interest  of  the  ssT' 
vice  may  require,  it  is  presumed  that  the  intention  of 
the  Committee  over  whose  deliberatimtsyoQ  preside  is 
to  give  to  the  MiUtary  Peace  Establishment  tbst  or- 
ganixstion  vrUdi  is  neeessaiy  to  aaeaie  to  it  all  the 
effideoCT  whidi  ean  be  expected  from  its  namerieal 
force.  The  experience  of  the  two  first  campaign*  <tf 
the  last  war,  which  has  fltmished  volumes  of  evidence 
upon  this  sabject,  has  incontestably  estabHihed  not 
only  the  expediency,  but  the  necessi^  of  giving  to  the 
MUitaiy  EsUbtishmeot,  in  tuneof  peace,  the  organisa- 
tion which  it  most  have  to  trader  it  eOeirat  in  a  atata 
of  war. 

It  is  believed  alao  to  be  deownrtrable,  that  a  ed» 
pleto  organisation  of  the  staffwill  eratr^to  u  maeh 
to  the  eeoBomyof  theealablishBMntaBtoitB  eOdaaqr* 


BT  OF  COmBSBB. 

staff  «f  the  Army. 


Digitized  by 


890 


flWCOBT  OF  GOmWBB.  m 


7%e  AewttM. 


dioold  bfl  nbtiantiiUy  tbe  Muoe  in  pa»ce  w  im  wu, 
without  refcrenc*  to  tu  tuimbw  or  diatiUmtion  of  the 
troops  of  which  it  is  cunpoted.  It  i%  therriiNre»  m- 
i^edAillj  projposod  that  thb  hnneh  ^  tho  ganani 
■taff  be  orsaiHi'^     the  maniut  fbUowin^Tix : 

One  a(|jiitaiit  and  inq>eelor  general,  at  Waihington. 

One  qaurteimaater  gwneral,  at  Wadungton. 

One  paymaiter  general,  do. 

One  conminary  general,  at  Philadelphia. 

One  apothecary  general,  do 

Tbe  organisation  of  the  dinaion  of  staff  sbonld  be 
wgalated  hj  the  number  of  indmendent  oorpe  into 
which  the  >uKtai7  ftiiee  i*  diitmited.  By  general 
order  of  the  17th  May  last,  the  United  States  were  di- 
vided into  militaiy  diTiuons,  coamandad  by  generals, 
independent  of  each  other,  within  their  re^peeti<re  di- 
iriti"Pf-  A*  nothing  has  ooeurred,  dnoe  this  distriba- 
tiaa  WT  the  military  force  has  been  made,  to  change 
the  opinion  which  was  then  entertained  of  ilB  ttp*- 
dien^i  it  is  proposed  to  organiie  tbe  dnisiMi  aUffeo 
that  eadi  division  shall  com^wbend— 

One  adjntani  genenl  and  two  assistant  adjutant 
genenls; 

One  inspector  general  and  two  assistant  inspector 
gmeralsi 

One  quartermaster  general  and  two  deputy  qnarter- 
Mstem  general,  with  regimei^  qnartamusters,  as  at 
present  aothorized; 

Three  judge  adroeates ; 

Twocoa^ains; 

One  deintly  mmmisMnr  general  and  two  assistant 
csBHnisnnea  of  issues,  four  hoqiital  surgeons,  and 
cn^t  hoB^tal  surgeons'  mates,  and  as  many  post 
migeoos,  with  tfie  pay  and  emohiments  of  hospital 
mrgeon^  mates,  as  the  dietribntion  of  the  forces  into 
garrisons  and  posts  may  r^uire,  not  exceeding  twdve ; 

Four  assistant  apothecaries ; 

Two  assistant  depu^  paymuters,  with  regimental 
paymasters,  as  now  established. 

It  hi  not  deemed  necessary  to  change  the  organhsa- 
Hdb  of  die  cons  of  artillery,  the  corps  of  engineers,  or 
die  ordnaneed^wrtmentfUDlesB  tbe  committee  ahonid 
tie  disposed  to  increase  the  corps  of  Migineers.  Oon- 
aidering  the  qualifications  of  tbe  officers  ot  that  corps, 
and  the  great  ntili^  vriiieh  may  be  derived  from  trane- 
forring  them  into  the  hue  of  the  Amy,  when  a  sudden 
•M>Bent*^n  of  the  llSitaiy  BstaUi^Haent  shMild 
become  necessary  at  the  approach  of  war,  some  in- 
onaaa  of  that  sdentific  corna  is  reapeetAilly  submitted. 

The  act  fixing  the  Miutaiy  Peace  EataUisbment 
has  produced  some  ioeqaalities  in  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  Ae  offiooa,  which,  owing  to  nie  particular 
dieumstances  under  which  tiut  act  was  psssed,  it  is 
probable  were  neither  foreseen  nor  intended.  One 
case  of  this  nature  is  ttie  albwance  of  forage  to  a  ma- 
jor general  of  twenty  dollara  a  month,  whilst  the  adju- 
tant general  is  allowed  thirty.  Tlw  allowance  of  a 
disA  to  one  of  the  major  generals,  and  not  to  the 
other,  must  have  proceeded  from  die  sam«  cause. 
The  foet  of  these  inequalities  are  mentioned  here  with 
a  view  to  attract  the  attentbn  itf  the  committee  to  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  gen- 
Ruly. 

Should  any  explanations  grovring  oat  of  this  com- 
manicaUoQ  be  required,  it  will  afford  me  great  pleas- 
we  to  give  them,  in  writing  or  verbally,  to  the  com- 
mittee, whenever  it  diall  suit  their  convenience. 

I  have  tlw  honor  to  be,  respecUuUyi  your  very  hnm< 
Ue  aamnt,  WM.  H.  bRAWFORD. 


THE  RBTEM7E. 
The  Hotise  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

Kroposition  of  tbe  CommUtee  of  Ways  and 
leans  to  continue  tbe  direct  lax  of  three  mil- 
lions another  jrear. 

Mr.  PtccsMs'B  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
on  tbe  question  of  npealiiigMid  tu  beiac  under 
consideration — 

MeMTi.  LowHDBS,  Hahsoh,  and  Susuht, 
spoke  at  tength  agaiiut  ihia  noiioa,  and  Hcmii. 
BTuam,  ATBaiToii,  lUmoLra,  and  Pmna, 
in  faTorefit;  the  debate  ramfBg  on  the  awite 
of  the  proposed  direct  tax,  on  generalw^eMes 
at  the  piMeat  euguncttite  of  oar  aoairs.  nr. 
TooKu  Bpohe  brifflf  in  explaoatioB. 
Mr.  ATBBRTMr  spoke  as  foUowi : 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  ic  ap|>eared  to  me  ^at  a  direct 
tax  was  Beeessary,  either  for  tbe  sapport  of  tbe 
poUie  credlL  or  to  meet  any  system  of  pnUrc  cx- 
penditore,  of  which  I  could  appfore,it8faoald  not 
nil  for  tbe  want  of  my  sapport.   But  belieriag, 
as  I  do,  that  a  direct  tax  is  not  wanted  for  eithar 
of  those  purposes,  I  shatl  usa  my  rote  and  my  ea- 
deavors  to  procure  its  repeal.  This  course  I  shouU 
take,  e?en  if  I  did  not  feet  any  particular  boatUtiy 
to  a  direct  tax;  for  I  afaeuld  think  it  eorcact  to 
avail  myself  of  what!  hope  wiU  be  the  pcerailiag 
dispositioD  of  ibe  Home,  ta  ^Bect  an  aUaviaiiaa 
of  tbe  puUie  bordena.  wltan  than  aanna  tbe 
greatest  probability  (tf  anateas.  Y««  thaR  wm 
gentlemcB,  no  eneiniaa  to  leeoeniBg  ifaoaebaafcns, 
who  will  take  no  reduction,  beoansa  ebep  naaaot 
procare  it  in  taxes,  which  tbey  esteem  mora  ab- 
jaeiioBable,  Tbey  are  willing  to  sacrilcft  a  gen- 
eral ol^eet  to  one  of  minor  eonseqaenee.   I  abiA 
act,  sir,  upon  a  diff^nt  prinei^.  I  say  retieaeb; 
and  if  I  cannot  bare  rctrenehmeot  when  I  wadd, 
1  will  take  it  when  1  can. 

I  preaame,  sir,  there  is  do  member  of  this  Home 
nO  little  acquainted  with  the  eooceros  aad  feel* 
iogs  of  his  eoDstituents,  as  not  to  kaow  thai  tk 
direct  tax  is  the  most  ofieaaiTe  of  any  on  the  Imc 
catalogue  of  taxatioo.  This  is  not  a  sudden  aad 
Impetuoas  dis|[ust  on  the  part  of  the  people.  U  i> 
of  long  standing;  it  has  been  uniform  aoduni- 
Tcrsal.  "Consideration,  like  an  angel,  bascome;" 
yet  ibe  people  ate  bostiie  to  ibis  tax.  Uponevery 
principle  that  binds  a  r^mentatire  to  bis  ceo- 
stitaent,  these  oirevmstanees  are  antiUad  to  mat 
weight  and  deep  conaldcmlion  in  all  parts  ofibii 
House,  By  this  repeal,  we  should  diffusa  m  gaa* 
eral  jay  ihrougbout  the  great  mass  of  tbe  Aaiai- 
ican  population.  It  is  certainly  worthy  oar  most 
serious  delibaratieo,  whether  tbaM  anivenal  im- 
pressioBs  of  the  people  upm  tbi*  subjaet  are  net 
well  founded. 

Daring  this  dtseuasjoQ.  vanaas  raaaoaa  ban 
been  assigned  why  the  people  do,  and  why  thi^ 
ought  to,  {eel  a  foliar  jealaasy  aoaiast  thu 
mode  of  approaching  their  purses  and  property, 
on  tbe  part  of  the  General  Qovernmeai— ^liew 
reasons  I  shall  not  repeat.  But,  there  aregvatle- 
men  here  who  profess  to  be  attached  to  this  tax, 
because  they  say  it  is  an  equal  tax;  others  any, 
that  if  not  equal,  it  has  tbe  happy  power  of  mak- 
ing even  the  ine<|ualities  of  the  other  ttzes;  that 
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it  bMrs^ib  a  li^ht  tuodwliere  ether  uses  press 
hmmrify,  mmd  that  it  bears  with  a  heavy  band 
wheM  otho:  taxes  press  Jightlf.  Thef,  in  short, 
rapreaant  it  as  a  smoolhiDf  plane,  that  reduces  to 
■  perfect  level  thestqwrfietesaf  i«xaibD,aad  that 
■o  ayatam  of  tantioa  ean  be  perfect  vithoot  it. 
Olheia  wa^iae  dial  Che  States  net  hoUiag  slaves 
o^ht  to  eliBg  to  thk  mode  of  raisiof  moneir  as 
faTOvabte  to  tbna— as  the  ooastdsiation  which 
tb«r  raeeiT*  for  barinf  eooseoted  to  a  dimiaisbed 
represcDtation  in  this  body.   To  these  views,  I 
wish  to  draw  the  omuderation  of  the  House. 
Fram  a  docaiDent  that  has  been  laid  upon  oar 
tables,  ia  paraaaaoe  of  a  resolpiioo  which  I  had 
the  hoBerofmoTiartbeDiherdar,aBd  from  some 
otbei'  aoaroea  of  informalioD,  of  the  correciaess  of 
whiah  I  eateffiaia  do  daiibt,  results  follew  oot 
T«raUe  to  either  of  the  posttioDs  above  stated. 
K«  propositioB  caa  be  moro  faUaeious  tbaa  that 
a  tax  is  eqiul,  bceaasa  it  isappoftioatdaeeordiag 
e»  Bembers.  This  prMmppMCs  aa  eqniUitjr  of 
pwperty,  which  does  not  exist.  If  the  rate  per 
cattMB  OB  a  haadred  doUars  of  valoation  be  not 
the  aane,  the  tax  ia  aiwqaal.  How  is  this  with 
US,  next  lo  the  direct  tax  of  six  millioM  1  Massa- 
ehnaelts  pays  forty-two  oeats  od  thehoadred  dol- 
lara  of  vuuatioa ;  l^iew  Hampshire  fifty-two  ceois, 
tmd  Termoatsixty-tvoeeiustwbileCoBneeticiu 
paya  only  twealy-six  oeats,  IMew  Yoek  thirty 
cant*,  and  PeDBsylrania  twenty-two  eeats.  That 
is  to  say,  New  mmpshice  pays  twice  as  much 
as  OonnectieDt,  aad  Vermoot  twice  as  much  as 
N«w  York,  and  nearly  three  times  as  much  as 
Panneylvaaia.   New  York  aa  easily  pays  its  pro- 
soffioa  of  a  direct  tax  of  four  millions  as  Hew 
HaMpehire  does  its.pr^nrtion  of  a  direct  tax  of 
two  millioaiu  Veraannt  pays  its  proportion  of  a 
direct  lu  of  six  miUioa^  when  PennsylvaiHaoaly 
pajra  iu  proaarlion  af  two  mtUiona— that  ia,  if  the 
nMUtioa  or  pmper^  ha  lahaa  as  the  bana  of  tax- 
•l&M.  These  moms  aiaia  the  ofice  of  the  See- 
retary  af  the  Treasury  j  ibe  reaaltaara  nndcDiaUe. 
Wluie,  then,  I  ask,  is  the  boasted  ev^ltty  of  thto 
tmxt  aad  how  doea  it  show  its  mercy  to  those 
BUMca  that  pay  aa  oadac  proportton  of  the 
other  taxes?   What  Slates  pay  the  tax  oa  salt? 
MasaachoseUs,  New  Hampwire,  and  Vermont. 
What  Slates  pay  the  nMvmeus  doty  oa  imported 
ram  f  Massaohasatta,  New  Hampshire,  and  Ver- 
mont.  What  Btatea  are  most  sevetely  oppressed 
with  tha  land  tax?  The  same.  Nor  do  I  find 
aay  relief  from  this  piotare,  by  obsevviog  how  it 
operates  en  the  slavehoMing  Stales.  Maryland, 
for  instaoee,  pays  twenty-fire  cents  oo  the  valoa- 
tion af  OM  handred  doUars;  Virginia  pays  twaa- 
ly-eigbt  eeais.  Bat  it  nay  be  said  that  this 
iaelndfs  the  vataatian  af  thmr  States.  Trne,  it 
doea;  hat  exahuive  of  their  slaves  th«  lax  woaU 
only  be  increased  feur  cents  in  Maryland,  and 
peiaape  six  eenta  ia  Virginia,  leaving  them  at 
aboat  oae'tudf  what  New  Hampshire  and  Vir- 
ginia pays.  If,  sir,  any  confidence  is  to  he  at- 
tached to  these  residts,  it  follows— 
lat.  That  a  direct  tax  is  oppressively  uneqaaL 
3d.  Thatltdoeanotnatore  theineqaalitieau  the 
aihec  taxea,  bat  iaaman  their  oneqaal  oprntiM. 
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3d.  That  the  States  net  hirfding  slaves  eaaaat 
diseover  in  this  mode  of  raising  money  anything 
favorable  to  than. 

Indeed,  sir,  if  they  expected  to  receive  in  direct 
taxation,  as  iwilated  by  the  Constitution,  acorn- 
peosaiioa  for  having  faairtered  a  portion  of  their 
independence,  they  have  been  most  grossly  de- 
ceived. In  tnc  language  of  poor  Richard,  thqr 
have  "  paid  too  dear  for  the  whistle."  Thu  tax 
is  also  particalarly  aevere  in  its  pressore  apoa 
those  farmers  who  are  in  debt  ior  their  land, 
which  is  the  case  with  a  large  portion  of  oar 
yenng  men,  and  upon  those  whose  fhrnu  arc  otif 
cultivated  m  part,  when  the  labor  goes  to  ia- 
proviog  and  enhancing  the  value  of  the  farm,  hat 
not  to  the  production  of  a  crop.  Ia  saoh  case  it 
operates  as  a  tax  oa  industry,  and  not  on  tneome. 
The  fiaetuatii^  state  of  the  population  of  the 
United  Slates  is  also  another  soorce  of  iaequalitr. 
While  some  States  have,  aiaee  the  last  censBi| 
l^ined  an  additional  population,  sufficient  to  en- 
title them  to  two  and  three  R^reseatatives,  other 
States  have  been  nearly  statioaarv^  bat  the  tax 
is  levied  according  to  the  population  of  IftlO, 
which  varies  matenally  froaa  the  prcacat  ponala- 
tion,  and  weighs  most  heavily  against  those  StaMs 
ttiat  have  so  many  other  reasons  to  comptaJa 
against  this  tax. 

Besides,  sir,  I  most  confess  that  I  feel  strong 
objections  against  the  apparatns  and  macbinety 
which  tbis  tax  requires.  I  accord  most  slncerafty 
with  the  honorable  member  from  Massaehaattta, 
whose  head  is  wbilened  with  the  frosts  of  seventy, 
bat  whose  miod  still  blooms  in  the  verdure  at 
Spring,  in  a  reply  which  he  so  happily  made  the 
other  day,  that  "Bxecuttve  iaflueoce  bad  ia- 
creased,  was  iocreasins^  and  ought  to  be  dimia- 
ished."  As  nearly  as  I  ean  cawnlate,  it  tidcaa  a 
standing  army  of  about  three  thooaaad  retaiaen 
of  the  Qovemmeat  to  assess  and  collect  a  Arect 
tax  in  the  United  States.  That  is.  ahoat  oae  iMn 
to  every  thoiuand  doUars  of  tax.  of  which  hctakaa 
from  one  to  two  hundred  dolfaus.  This  u  an 
army,  In  my  opinion,  quite  too  aumerons  for  a 
Peace  Estahltshmeot.  I  am  for  disbanding  them, 
and  for  doing  it  so  efieetnally  that  there  shall  be 
no  excuse  retaining,  Iweveuing,  or  paying 
any  portion  of  the  staff  provisionally.  I  cannot, 
sir,  but  indulge  the  hope  that  a  revenue  of  thirty- 
six  miUiene,  exclusiva  of  the  direct  tax,  will  sa- 
tisfy the  demands  of  Hit  Goverament  for  the 
current  year. 

We  are  too,  sir,  at  the  close  of  a  war  which  has 
not  added  to  the  resources  of  our  country — of  a 
war  in  which  Canada  has  not  been  taken— of  a 
war  in  which  no  rigbta  have  been  seenred  to  the 
merchant  flag.  Gentltma  do  not  seem  to  re- 
member, that  prior  to  this  war,  and  aa  if  prepar- 
ator;^  to  it,  we  were  sweated  to  exhaustion  by  the 
empiricism  of  embargo,  non-importation,  and 
non-intercourse;  that  while  we  were  suffering 
und«  the  weakening  influence  of  their  prceerip- 
tions,  there  was  administered  to  our  onw^inig 
throats  the  canetic  bolus  of  war.  The  people,  sic 
do  not  expect  to  be  followed  up  by  a  course  o 
aHEcaiinb  ia  the  fun  of  taxes.  Taur  aaeoat 
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■gemcDts  their  ezpeeuiims  require ;  their  condi- 
tioD  will  imperatifelf  demaod  of  yoa  the  adop- 
tion of  a  lystem  of  economy  and  retreDchmeat. 
Sir,  like  the  gcDilemao  from  Sooth  CaroUna,  I 
woold  cnltiTste  moral  power.  I  wonld  cherish 
Uut  high  and  independent  spirit  which  should 
make  this  people  feel  and  know  that  ibey  were 
snperior  to  the  people  of  every  other  cooatry  on 
earth,  superior  in  ioleUi|;eocc,  superior  in  mental 
ytNOrees,  snperior  in  eivil  and  political  privt- 
lefcs.  But  how  would  I  do  thifc?  Not  by  cans- 
iag  then  to  doabt  whetbor  they  posseased  these 
fmilifu.  Not  by  alifloating  ibdraffeeiioDsfrom 
the  GorerDment  by  exactions  uoreaaooably  se- 
vere. No,  sir,  1  would  cause  tbem  to  know,  that 
npon  tbem  you  depended  for  the  easential  defence 
of  the  eountry ;  thai  yon  cherished  their  eom- 
forts  and  njoieed  at  their  blessings.  Leare  them 
•ometbtog  worth  preserving,  and  tbey  will  pre- 
aerve  it  by  their  valor  and  virioe.  1  would  cause 
them  ever  to  be  more  proud  of  their  condition 
than  of  yoar  estaUishmeots,  however  great,  sup- 

Jnted  at  their  expense.  Sir,  I  would  not  repo- 
tale  a  Navy;  I  would  support  and  increase  it. 
Bnt  I  would  reject  most  promptly  and  decisively 
all  those  wild,  magnificent  projects  of  expense 
«ikd  nililiry  fame  which  seem  to  have  seized  the 
imaginations  of  some.  They  are  of  the  most 
i^urmiog  import  to  the  American  people.  I  see 
in  them  an  entire  change  of  the  policy  of  oar 
aneeators;  I  see  in  them  interminable  wars— a 
great  crop  of  military  glory ;  hot  the  snbversioo 
of  the  Constitution,  and  a  system  of  unrelenting 
taxation,  that  will  make  this  people  the  veriest 
dnvea  to  the  exactions  of  the  QenemI  Govern- 
ment. Between  the  adoption  of  such  a  policy 
ind  the  liberties  of  this  country  there  is  no  Robi- 
CM— it  is  already  passed — the  die  is  cast,  and 
OvMtr  is  in  hostile  march  to  the  Capitol. 

At  no  period  since  the  establishment  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  Slates  has  there  been, 
in  my  opinion,  a  fairer  prospect  for  the  cootlno- 
anee  of  peace  than  at  the  present  moment.  Hap- 
py, thrice  happy  should  we  he,  if  we  would  learn 
jnaily  to  nf^reeiate  onr  own  blessings.  Tea,  sir. 
never  a  fairer  prospect  for  the  continuance  of 
uales*  we  dtitny  that  proqwot  by  the 
itlns  mildew  of  onr  own  fwy  and  madness, 
Qreat  Britain,  sir,  oinde  a  peace  with  yoa,  at  a 
tiOM  when  all  her  other  eoemiee  were  prostrated 
at  her  feet ;  when  she  was  flashed  with  victory ; 
when  her  army  and  navy  were  in  the  highest 
possible  state  of  diseipltoe  and  preparation;  when 
her  undivided  force  eoold  have  been  directed 
against  iu.  And,  what  is  of  more  importance, 
abe  concluded  a  peace  with  you  when  it  wasuni- 
rersally  bdieved  in  BDsland  that  her  forces  were 
in  possession  of  New  Orleans.  If,  sir,  she  made 
ce  with  OS  under  such  circunitianceB,  how 
ted  with  an  unreasonable  jealousy  must  be 
that  imagination  which  can  see  in  the  relative 
aitnatioo  of  the  two  countries,  an  interest  and  a 
desire  im  her  part  lo  renew  the  contest.  Spain 
Biisc  feel  the  deepest  tntereet  to  preserve  the  re- 
■Mlons  of  peace  with  Ihic  eoontry.  This  she 
aoatiane  to  do  80  loag  as  ahe  hat  any  claima 
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upon  Mexico  and  South  America.  I  hope  we 
shall  treat  Spain  with  the  moat  exemplary  Just* 
ice,  bnt  such  is  the  crippled  condition  of  that 
monarchy,  and  such  her  peculiar  sitoattoo  as  re- 
spects the  United  States,  that  nithoagh  we  sbouU 
treat  her  with  the  most  direct  and  positive  injus- 
tice, however  she  might  complain,  ahe  would  not 
pnth  those  complaints  to  the  extremity  of  war. 
Whence  then,  sir,  these  alarms  of  war  ?  Whence 
the  necessity  of  great  military  peparatioos  and 
expensive  enterprises  ?  Why  ie  the  irar^rbw^ 
kept  up?  Why  are  ghosts  and  hobgobHts  so 
adroitly  moved  back  and  forth  b^re  teiviied 
imaginations?  One  gentlemao  iaaginea  that  he 
sees  in  the  eircomsiance  that  our  territory  is  lia> 
ited  by  that  of  a  neighboring  Power,  not  oalya 
speck  of  war,  but  a  black  threatening  eload  of  io- 
pendiog  war.  And  so,  sir,  he  woiHd  go  oaeco- 
queriog  and  to  conquer,  till  the  Hmits  of  oar  em- 
pire shall  be  cootiouous  with  the  continent  vre 
mhabit.  Another  gentleman  is  for  direeting  our 
military  prowess  and  resources  to  suecw  the  eanse 
of  the  oppressed  in  countries  remirte  and  foreign 
from  our  own.  Let  the  oppressed  of  .oar  owb 
eouDtry  ever  find  eloquent  couneel  here;  bat  I 
hope  never  to  see  in  this  House  any  person  ia 
character  of  the  orator  of  the  human  raoe.  These 
are  the  patent  monitions  that  have  given  rise  to 
the  Btaodiog  armies,  and  oppressed  oven  Uiem,bf 
which  Europe  has  been  bound  in  Taasnlage 
Never  may  I  see  them  introdaoed  Into  the  eoun- 
try of  my  birth ;  against  tucb  an  abandonment  of 
our  good  old  prinei|des— against  the  ineeptioa 
of  such  a  policy  I  enter  my  moat  solemn  protest 
Again,  sir,  I  say  retrench.  It  i«  written  th«eis 
a  time  for  peace ;  we  have  had  it.  That  there  it 
a  time  for  war ;  we  have  bad  tbat  aleo.  I  hopt 
the  leaf  is  not  torn  from  onr  political  biUe  wbiek 
says  there  is  a  time  for  retrenchment.  If  then 
be  that  time,  it  is  now  presrat  with  us.  Let  it 
not  escape ;  it  is  a  preeioui  moment.  In  allasifs 
again  to  what  fell  from  the  gentleman  frea 
South  Carolina  :  Dash,  yes,  sir,  dash  the  Circsia 
cup  from  tbe  mouth  of  sycophants,  eoatncleii^ 
and  offioe-seekers.  Do  aot  enervate  the  Ameri- 
can Heronles  by  steeping  him  in  tbe  hotM  of 
Bxeeuiive  patronage.  The  people  are  in  no 
danger  from  the  eormptioa  of  delwiooe  drangbti 
and  inglorious  ease.  They  are  far,  &r  enoegh 
removed  from  tbeseevils.  This diseasedoes not 
attack  tbe  extremities  of  tbe  body  politic.  It 
begins  at  the  heart ;  it  has  there  been  manifested. 
Here,  then,  let  gentlemen  direct  their  cantioe, 
and  not  to  the  great  mass  of  the  American  pop- 
ulation, where  there  is  no  dangw  of  tbe  eBeoy. 
Moderate  tbe  car  of  Sute ;  cease,  at  InsC  for  a 
while,  to  whip  and  to  goad  tbe  generous  hot 
almost  breathless  animal  that  draws  the  harden. 

Mr.  Steabns  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  after  the  very  full  discnwiea 
which  this  sobiiect  has  undergone  in  Owaittee 
of  the  Whole,  I  shall  not  long  detain  tbe  Hoose 
with  tbe  remarks  I  have  to  ofir.  Joat  beg)a>i»S 
to  take  a  share  in  ha  deliberations.  I  have  been 
inclined  rather  to  listen  to  the  ophtwniaad  arga- 
nents  of  othoa  than  lo  obtnide  npon  them  mf 
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ova.  I  hope,  tir,  that  I  kare  not  lutaavd  with- 
o«t  profit.  Hot  oiilr  tbe  general  priaeiples,  bot 
the  miaute  deuits  of  the  report  hare  beea  exam- 
ined. HoQorable  geotlemen,  with  whose  riews  I 
ia  the  oaaia  coioeide^  hare  produced  their  etti- 
oHtee  and  ealculatioos,  aod  urged  their  reasooing 
with  a  eoaeluMTeoeas  and  force  which  I  might 
in  Tim  desire  to  imittte;  It  only  remaias  for  me 
to  cxplaio,  in  as  few  words  as  I  can,  the  groaads 
aad  raaaoae  of  the  rote  which  I  am  afoont  to 
gire  en  this  importaai  question.  For  such  I 
eoDsldef  ertry  question  which  relates  to  the  har- 
dens to  be  impoced  upon  oar  eoastitacuts. 

It  is  not  mj  purpuae  to  Inquire  whether  the 
atecHitf  which  w*  are  tM  exists  for  these  bur- 
dns  laigbt  hare  been  aroMcd.  Whatever  opiu- 
ieas  1  maf  hav*  eatartained  of  the  impoUcf  and 
bjaAiea  of  the  war,  from  whfeh  we  were  so 
profidiaiiaUjr  raaened,  peao^  obJecUonabto  at  its 
(trns  were  to  mj  mind,  was  bjr  me  hailed  with 
gratitude,  becanae  it  sared  the  eoaQtrjr  when  on 
the  brink  ef  rain.  1  will  not,  therefore,  oo  this 
ecetiioo,  inquire,  whether  the  avowed  objects  of 
ihe  war  have  been  obtained  or  abandoned,  or 
wbelher  the  ternu  of  peace  were  calculated,  or 
were  intended  to  be  equally  advantageous  to  all 
|«rls  of  this  widely  extended  empire.  Nor  ^et, 
w,  shall  I  ask  a  question,  in  which  my  eonstitu- 
ttu  are,  perhaps,  more  particularly  interested, 
vbeiber  it  was  just  or  necessary  to  barter  the 
faberies  or  the  territory  of  the  Ifiast  for  an  exclu- 
lire  ri^ht  aod  navigation  at  tbe  West.  These 
ire  subieeu  about  which  gentlemen  on  differeot 
tides  ot  thia  Honse  totally  disagree;  and  I  shall 
iDi  attmpt  to  aocord  the  diffefenec. 

Bni,  siri  hoamUe  ratlaaMa  on  tha  other  side 
have  even  gone  oat  of  their  arajr  to  allude  to  tbe 
Tar,  and  ita  oonaeqneneea;  a  subject  which  I  «• 
peeled,  becaiua.I  thought  it  would  be  their  wis- 
dom, they  never  would  have  wished  to*  revive. 
If  they  have  thought  otherwise,  if  those  who 
■ade  the  war,  and  those  who  eoaduded  the 
feaacj  choose  to  describe  the  one  as  an  act  of 
nanifcst  justice  and  neceasity,  and  the  other, 
u  productive  of  tncalenhible  hoaor  and  advan- 
tige,  I  must  attribute  it  to  the  dtffereat  meaning 
which  words  have  ia  tbe  mouths  of  patriots  and 
poliUeians,  from  the  common  import  of  language, 
or  set  it  down  to  the  account  of  that  partiality 
which  every  parent  has  towards  its  own  i^priag. 
They  are,  parli^)^  not  much  mare  extravagant 
or  futhcr  fron  the  tmih  than  the  crow  in  the 
fable,  who  deftingly  eaUed  her  young  onea  "UtUe 
mm  wkiii  mmmt/' 

Sir,  1  h«T«  no  iaelinatioo  to  indulge  in  irrlu- 
tiig  remaric ;  but  I  am  not  bond  to  forbear  to 
upoM  miareipKaratation,  and  to  rqiel  unmerited 
wpteaeh*  whan  tboeewhe  harried  tha  eonntrr 
into  a  dangerous  war,  without  preparation,  and 
without  plan,  aod  brought  upon  it  accomalated 
disaster  and  disgrace— tbe  monumenu  of  which, 
•ven  here,  meat  tbe  reluctant  eye  at  every  torn— 
when  sacn  men  attempt  to  throw  upon  the  ^ov- 
ciBBtent  and  people  of  a  respectable  and  pairiotie 
Slate  the  Uaaa  and  odium  of  snffiefiiw  a  small 
Vniion  of  tecdtflry,  whieh  the  aaMraTaofau- 
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roent  was  bound  to  proteet,  to  be  occupied  by  the 
enemy; — aod  above  all,  sir,  when  they  endeavor  ' 
to  conceal  their  nakedness  and  shame  by  snateb- 
ing  from  the  Navy  and  Army  a  share  of  that 
honor,  or  (if  you  please)  that giery,  whieh  belongs 
exclusively  to  then— if  my  aid  were  needed,  i 
would  lend  it  to  strip  and  expose  the  pilferer,  aod 
restore  the  stolen  garmeat  to  its  owner.  But  this 
has  already  been  promptly  done  by  my  honora- 
ble friends  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  my 
feeble  help  is  not  needed. 

Sir,  when  the  credit  of  the  nation  is  languish- 
ing, I  am  willing  to  forbear  the  inquiry,  how  the 
burdens  which  are  required  became  necessary:  it 
ia  su&eimt  for  me,  if  a  manifest  necessity  exisia. 
When  that  is  the  ease,  if  I  can  be  assured  that 
they  will  be  fhithfully  appropriated,  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  withhold  the  requisiie  supples.  If  thoea 
who  made  tbe  war  refused  to  count  the  cost  of  it, 
I  know  that  we  and  our  eonstituents  mtut  count 
it;  yes,  sir,  and  pojf  ft,  too.  Aod  I  am  ready  to 
vote  all  the  uxes  whieh,  with  reasonable  re^wd 
to  economy,  may  be  necessary.  I  only  requtra 
this  one  coadiiioD,  that  they  be  the  least  burden- 
some in  their  operation,  and  imporcd  equally, 
upon  all  parts  of  tbe  country.  On  these  terms,  I 
will  give  my  consent  to  a  direct  tax — a  perma- 
nent one,  if  necessary. 

But,  sir,  I  eonsider  that  tbe  honorable  commit- 
tee who  gave  shape  and  direction  to  the  financial 
concerns  of  tbe  Ooveroment  in  this  House,  require 
of  us  what  is  unreasonable.  By  the  course  which 
they  have  ,  adopted,  they  compel  us,  in  effect,  to 
legislate  inverao  ormne.  They  would  have  n» 
first  vole  immenoe  revenues,  and  then  look  at  tha 
objects  of  amiropriation  and  expenditure  pointed 
out  by  the  Oovcramant.  I  know  very  well  that 
this  eonrse  baa  the  apology  of  precedent— too  long 
esuldishcd  precedent  amo^  ohrsetves— and  so 
have  a  great  many  other  measures  which  tend  to 
improvidence  and  profusion.  Sir,  it  is  so  com- 
mon, that  it  has  almost  become  a  trite  observa- 
tion that  Qovernments  always  demand  revcnuea 
commensurate  to  the  utmost  resources  of  their 
country ;  and  I  am  sure,  from  melancholy  expe- 
rience, we  are  not  to  expect  this  (Jovemmeot  to 
form  an  exception. 

Will  it  be  said  that  it  is  necessary,  first,  to  giant 
tbe  revenues,  that  we  may  know  how  to  limit  the 
expenditure  1  that,  if  we  first  maket  he  appropri* 
auons,  we  nwy  go  beyond  tbe  ability  of  Ihe  cooa- , 
try  ?  Sir,  that  u  not  the  case.  Exhausted  as  the 
country  is,  the  people  are  yet  aUa— more  than 
that,  they  are  willing— to  bear  every  burden  that, 
with  reasonable  economy  in  expenditure,  my 
be  necessary.  Satisfy  them  that  their  money  la 
HiAj  and  prudeatly  appropriated  to  pay  the  pw>- 
Ue  CRdttontj  and  to  defray  only  osefu  and  neeea- 
sary  expeodituree— that  you  do  not  demand  these 
enormous  sums  to  extend  iofloeoce  end  patron- 
age, but  to  restore  the  pnUic  credit— and  nothing 
will  be  denied  you  which  they  ought  to  giro  or 
you  to  require. 

Sir,  it  should  always  be  remembered,  that  u 
not  wisdom  and  prudence  in  a  Ctovemment  whwh 
would  be  folly  and  madncM  u  u  ladindual. 
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Wfaat  ewuie  would  the  dtscr««t  msrebant  or  i 
tndessnD  or  planter  adopt,  in  the  ciruoatattce* 
of  this  GoverBmeot  1   He  wonM  fint  eonsUcr, 
what  sana  it  woqM  reqaire  for  his  Deensarf  ! 
eipenics  and  to  perform  bis  eD^agemeiits  and  i 
ttaintain  bis  credit — how  raveh  mig^it  be  saved 
bjr^miaishiDg  some  acpeBdiinres  md  wboUy  re* 
trendiiag  others.  And  he  woaM  WK  mortgage 
ttw  freehold  until  it  beeane  Beeessarf,  nor  aoiil 
he  had  at  least  endeavored  to  collect  his  debts, 
and  aBeertained  the  eTeatoal  deficieney.  The 
bnUder,  sir,  fint  determines  the  oeecssary^  dimen- 
sicms  and  fignre  and  stieDctk  of  th«  edifioe,  ud 
then  sets  about  iMroridiug  ue  materia 

Mr.  S|;ttaker,  we  bare  bad  thrown  upea  e«r 
tiUes,  this  mOTniog,  a  long  and  sbameftti  Iwt  of 
balances,  which  hare  been  due  more  than  thiie 
years  to  one  Department  of  the  Qorernment.  A 
simUar  docunent  from  another  Department  we 
were  favored  with  some  da^  an.  I  waj  skamt- 
sir,  because,  though  the  wboTe  amount  Is  eoor- 
moos,  and  many  of  the  hems  very  Urge,  it  appears 
by  these  doeumento  that  none  of  the  officers 
the  GoremmeDt  jcaew  who  or  where  a  great  pro- 
portion of  thedeblorsare.  This  race  of  noknown, 
Wiaeeonntable  nandcseripts,ftre  the  eoMuneraoc 
the  eeape-geata  of  no  vciy  small  part  of  the  rev- 
enues of  this  country.  If  these  long  lists  (rf  bal- 
uees  are  something  real  and  suhstascinljit  is  the 
doty  of  this  Howe  to  make  the  proper  use  of 
iafimnation  ^iriu^  some  of  them  contsia,  a>d  kt 
theae  debts  be  made  to  famish  a  part  of  the  rev- 
enue required,  fint,  if  these  are  a  moe  phan- 
tom—if tbey  are  only  form^  to  all  nscAil  pur- 
poses no  better  than  waste  paper— let  us  k*ow  it, 
and  let  them  never  again  encumber  ow  tables. 

But,8ir,  this  is  not  all.  Fran  other doeumeats 
and  repnts  and  letters  laid  before  us,  it  appears, 
tet  within  these  three  years^immense  sums  have 
been  apiHropriated  and  fhrnisfaed  to  the  various 
Departments  and  officers  of  the  Government,  the 
dii4>ositioa  of  which  we  and  our  bonatitocncs 
ought  to  be  infoimed  vt,  and  which  stHI  remain 
unaccounted  for.  Hownuiohof  it  hae  been  hou- 
eatly  api^ied  to  its  l^ttiraate  olgtot,  Ood  kuows; 
but  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  with  raspeet  to 
the  disposition  of  thoosands  and  himdms  ^ 
thonmnds  of  it,  no  one  in  this  House  or  tbi»  na- 
tson  will  ever  be  ioformetL  Do  our  eonstitnents 
know  thii,  or  do  they  believe  that  all  the  money 
iriiich  hw  been  taken  from  them  has  been  faith- 
A^y  and  honestly  expended  1  If  they  do,  (blessed 
be  the  slombecs  of  honest,  unsuspecting  igoo- 
nmce  I)  tht  jHlfwer  and  defatilter  need  not  fear 
that  my  -voice  will  be  heard— that  any  effort  of 
mine  will  rouse  the  deluded  pet^le  of  this  land 
from  their  deathlike  sleep.  Aod  perhaps,  if  it 
ware  pOmUile,  it  would  be  an  offence  of  indsereet 
friendship  to  diioover  to  them  those  injuries  and 
aboses  whiefa  I  m^M  wish  in  vam  to  cotrect. 

8ir,  I  mA  not  to  indulge  unreuonable  jeal- 
ousy and  snspimoD  of  auy  of  those  who  are  or 
hnfe  been  intrusted  with  the  dispositmn  <tf  the 
inUie  money.  We  are  assured  by  thdr  friends, 
mehr  dependent^  and  nqt  very  unfre^neatly  even 
hy  thcmstlvee,  that  they  are  the  best  patriou 


FbMtDAtTflBM. 


and  best  men  of  the  eoamry.  We  are  told  thai 
there  is  a  perfect  system  of  aeconaubiHty,  and 
that  it  is  impossible  pobflo  moaey  should  be  por- 
loiacd,  or  even  misappHed.   Granted,  sir.  The 
system,  in  theory,  iamost  beantiful  and  perfect. 
We  hare  Aeoooataats  and  Comptroller^  and  idl 
the  checks  and  balances  of  the  most  perfeei  ma- 
chinery :  wo  need  only  gira  oniaclTCs  the  tmhte 
to  wind  it  up.  How  wsH  ihe  pnwiieo  m^ 
formerly  hnvo  eorrespmded  with  tbis  fine  theory, 
I  cannot  pretend  to  deoida ;  at  present,  it  seems 
to  be  quite  at  variance  with  it.   It  has  ginwa  oM, 
and  everything  homu  is  liable  to  doteriovatiea 
aad  decay.  Yes^  sir,  "there^  the  rub."  The 
impelling  foroe  is  wasted  by  fiioHm;  H  isdimio- 
ished  by  the  cootiaually  inereasing  tendency  te 
tbe  great  eeatre  of  attraction;  and  the  wbols 
force  of  the  country  will  hardly  keep  it  in  mo^- 
Wbat,  then,  is  tbe  value  of  all  onr  cheek*  and 
bnlances?  Andwbereis  the  intrepid,  ov  rather 
the  rash  and  impmdent  man,  who  would  dare 
attempt  to  apply  them?  Who  w«H  veotare  to 
demand  a  voueher,  or  disnUow  a  claim,  when  the 
cimscqueBoe  might  be  dismiasal  from  offieo;  to 
effect  whidi}  if  nceessary,  perbape,  cTen  tim  mad 
of  the  Oevcrnment  mi|^  be  ifldtteed  to  lend  his 
nidi  "Whtn  the  stroi^l*  is  bstwoen  censeienos 
and  the  loss  of  t^&se— perhnns  ef  biend-^A»» 
not  requite  tbe  g^  of  propheey  to  ftreieH  the 
event. 

Sir,  it  is  seriously  asked,  wbat  ought  to  be  daee 
— vrhat  ceuna  should  be  imrsued  7  In  the  an- 
swer, at  least,  there  is  no  difficulty.  Commence 
a  reform ;  eerreet  the  abuses  of  office*  ■those  open, 
notorious  abases,  which  are  so  manifest  that  no 
man  can  wink  so  hard  at  not  to  see  them  tasti- 
tace  «i  examiuatioa  into  tbe  mfanagemeni  and 
expenditure  of  public  money;  collect  your  debts; 
dismiss  from  office  the  ^lecolaier— yes,  sir,  as^ 
(if  you  can  delect  him)  tiia  feeukUor  to&— tho« 
woader-worting  jaggler^  who  out  of  huudn^ 
expend  thoosandi^  and  mw  rieb ;  eherish  aad 
ptotcM  the  honest,  fmthnil  pablie  setvant,  «4o 
dues  to  do  hn  duty,  »d  brave  the  menaeesjsnae 
^i«i««eium/  abolish  siaeenre  and  unneeesssry 
(Aces;  create  no  new  ones,  for  tbe  pmpose  « 
extending  inAueace  and  pairoai^  ;  pleee  the 
Nary  and  the  Army  upon  a  respectably  and  (as 
far  as  ia  consistent  with  the  intwesi  and  seconty 
of  the  oounlry)  upon  an  eeonomioai  cstabHsb- 
ment.  But,  beware  you  do  not  exeitcand  noarisb 
a  lore  of  miliury  glory  and  a  thirst  for  cooqasst : 
it  wonld  be  fatal  to  year  liberty  and  uatiODal 
happioess.  Abundance  of  military  leaearsssond 
preparation  has  a  certain  tendency  te  prodoce 
war,  thoagh  tbe  vraot  of  them  may  aot  always 
prevent  it.  The  man  who  wean  his  pistots  and 
his  dhrk  is  much  more  likdy  to  get  into  e<rflisin 
with  those  whom  be  may  meet,  than  the  plaio 
cttizea  who  is  without  thma. 

Sir,  I  bdieve  that  whoa  the  enoia  ia  the  srti- 
metca  presented  by  the  Committee  of  Wisri«>° 
Means  shall  beeoRaet*d,aad  some  nodeisieaod 
reasonable  dedootions  made,  it  will  be  fenad  that 
remaioiog  souroes  of  revenue  will  y^^'* 
;  more  than  is  demmidsd.  Let  it  be  ilist  dsaiif 
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aseertaiincl  what  KHMODt  is  iadis^sabla  to  sop- 
pmt  the  OoTernment,  and  mainlaiD  the  credit  of 
tiM  nation, ud  theB,irtbe  ordiaary Morces prore 
iasoffiewDt,  rcswt  to  tlte  land.  Impose  a  direct 
tax  of  three,  or  avfln  fowr  millioiM — a  pertnaaeoi 
ut«.  if  necessary.  I  hare  do  iostioctive  dread  of 
taxes.  With  die  boDorablegmtlenuo  from  Peno- 
aolvania}  (Mr.  HapciiiBoa,)  I  will  say,  I  came 
ho*  to  mpoM  MteiL  bat  to  impose  only  oeees- 
wmry  onm.  Aad,  vaiil  I  bava  more  satuaaetory 
endeoee  than  I  new  baTe  that  this  lax  is  neees- 
an y— nniU  I  see  some  mistake  or  fiiUacy  in  the 
e^viatioBs  and  estimates  of  geatlemea  opposed 
to  this  measure— I  feel  bound  to  withhold  my 
oonatnt  from  the  impoaiiioa  of  this  (as  I  deem  it) 
maeoeasary  burden  apon  my  eoastitoeDts. 

Mr.  Hanson  said  he  eoald  not  conceal  the  re- 
gnt  be  felt  at  the  additional  eridenee  jast  given 
by  the  worthy  gentlemen  who  preceded  him, 
^Messrs.  Atbbbtoic  and  STCAHiia,)  of  a  strong 
oppeaiiion  by  his  political  friends  to  the  whole 
system  onder  disennion.   Bnt,  howerermnoh  he 
imHic  kmeol  tbedirersity  of  opinion  preniliag, 
nd  vb«  he  consideied  a  departure  from  the 
aoaadast  phocai^  and  wisest  maxims  of  the 
patty  in  eoaeat t  with  which  he  had  always  ac(> 
ed,  yet  bis  eoaaoicttee  and  judgment  left  him  bo 
ebMM  but  toseaamt*  from  most  of  bis  ffiends  la 
tin  TOte  le  be  ci««n.  Btm  if  be  stood  aloae  in 
dn  praeeat  qnestioo,  he  ahoold  consider  bims^ 
aa  teboaorinff  bis  statioi^  as  unworthy  ibe  seat 
be  aeaa^ed,  if  he  snmndered  bis  jodgment  or 
fla4tbe  qnestion.  Let  the  responsibility  and  the 
eBBBeqaanees  be  what  they  miebt,  he  would  en- 
ooonter  them  ;  preferring,  as  he  hoped  he  ever 
sfaottld,  the  people's  good  to  the  people's  favor. 
Per  OB^  ha  was  firec  to  declare  hie  williDgneas  to 
have  permitted  the  qoesUoa  of  supplies  to  be 
taken  wiihaat  debate.  Having  made  up  his  mind 
to  aeeept,  in  the  main,  the  sysum  reported  by  the 
Cemmutee  ol  Finance,  he  saw  no  object  in  pro- 
vetnng  a  disoossion,  which,  if  not  exactly  ebal- 
l»gea  by  tha  Speaker,  had  certainly  been  pro- 
TBMd,  as  far  as  the  introdoetim  of  irritating 
topiea  eoald  provoke  it.  He  was  too  well  ae- 
qoainted  with  Parliamentary  etiquette  to  reply 
t*  the  Speaker  when  he  was  not  en  the  floor. 
Aaother  roportuaity  eoald  be  embraced  for  that 
pnpoae.  Bat  aa  the  Hoase  bad  seen  fit  to  eater- 
tain  a  diseMsioa  in  iu  meat  extended  form,  he 
saw  aa  naaett  to  regret  tbe  eours*  the  debate  had 
token,  indeed,  a  reviev  of  tbe  remarks  which 
fdl  from  prommeat  gentlemm  on  the  other  side, 
aferded  ample  eaose  of  eaogmtulatiiHi  «ad  tri- 
umph to  those  who  were  bred  in  the  school  of 
Washington  and  Hamilton.   By  one  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Rosa,  of  Penssytvania,)  tbe  House  bad 
been  favored  with  tbe  eoafession  that  a  morbid 
luguor  bad  seised  tbe  Oovemment  under  Mr. 
•leinnoB,  as  socm  as  tbe  irapetas  given  to  it  by  the 
pvmdiog  AdmiBistratieas  ceased  to  be  felt.  A 
BBBwd  Mnorable  geotlemao,  from  South  Caro- 
UbB]  (Mr.  CALBom.)  whose  manly  frankness  and 
Mepandenee  deserve  the  highest  commendation, 
bad  aobstaoiially  admitted  tbat  all  the  enbar- 
nsnBuatoj  diffieolties,  and  dnutsn  saOmA  by 


the  eoasiry,  were  ascribable  to  an  nofortuDate 
departure,  by  those  who  admlnisteted  tbe  Gor- 
ernmeoi,  from  those  cardinal  maxims  and  prin- 
ciples which  constituted  the  system  of  Wash- 
ington and  the  creed  of  his  disciples.  A  third 
hoDtMrable  gentleman,  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tdok- 
BH,)  modestly,  but  eloquently,  echoing  ttie  senti- 
ments of  bis  iriend  who  bad  preceded  him.  push- 
ed bis  admisNons  yet  a  key  higher,  and,  aenowl- 
edging  that  the  men  in  power  had  all  along 
DFoeeaded  apon  mistaken  and  false  principles  of 
QoTcrnment,  he  adjured  his  friends. around  him 
to  subdue  their  pride  of  opinion,  to  renounce 
aad  abandon  their  vicious  system,  which  they 
had  learnt  io  tbe  school  of  adversity,  and  whicft 
could  be  productive  of  only  disappointment,  di^ 
grace,  and  danger  to  the  country.  Tbongn  not 
claimed  as  an  intentional,  studied,  panegyric  apon 
the  system  of  the  minority,  yet  a  mere  splendid 
eutogy  could  not  be  pronounced  upon  it,  because 
it  was  praise,  extorted  by  truth,  from  the  mouth 
of  aa  enemy.  As  soeh,  I  receive  it,  said  Mr.  H., 
thongh  oot  without  amazement,  for  that  wonM 
be  impossible ;  but  I  receive  it  as  a  j  ust  and  noble 
tribote  to  the  purity  and  wisdom  of  Federal  coun- 
sels. What  mcae  ooeqnivoeal  and  eonelosive 
proof  could  be  required,  tbat  the  principles  and 
condnct  of  the  minority  were  right,  than  the  ad* 
misaiOB  by  tbe  majority  tbat  tbey  thooudTes 
were  in  the  wrong  ?  From  my  heart.  Mr.  Bbeak- 
er,  do  I  wish  they  had  sooner  beeome  aensible  vt 
their  errors.  Pity,  indeed,  it  is  tbat  their  eyes 
bad  not  been  sooner  opened ;  what  aufieriog, 
how  much  distress,  what  sorrows,  what  agoni- 
zing spasms,  how  much  di^raee,  bow  ranch 
treasure,  blood,  and  natiooal  character  wob1# 
have  been  saved  to  this  much  abused  peo^e. 
Had  the  conviction  of  tbe  most  obvious  and  sol- 
emn truths  been  earlier  wrought  in  the  minds  of 
gentlemen,  the  saving  to  tbe  nation  would  be  in- 
calealable,  and  many  a  black  and  dismal  page  of 
onr  bistory  would  have  been  most  fair  to  view. 

The  honorable  gentlemen  not  only  nofess 
themselves  converts  to  the  principles  of  Wash- 
ington and  Federalism,  but  to  my  great  joy  they 
are  engaged  in  reducing  tbem  to  praetiee.  Let 
the  nation  re^ee,  for  it  forms  a  new  and  glorious 
'era  in  its  afiirs.  Ves,  sir,  I  recognise  in  the  lao- 

Saage  and  the  actions  of  the  gentlemen,  tbe 
nenee  of  Federal  prinelples;  and  eome  from 
whom  those  prioeiples  may,  no  matter  how  pre- 
sented, or  in  what  form  1  find  them,  wheiber 
"  vamped  up,"  as  one  gentleman  bad  said,  (Mr. 
Raniwlph,)  in  tbe  shape  of  Executive  Messages, 
or  assuming  the  mora  substantial  and  intelligible 
form  of  legislative  acts.  Though  they  eome  in 
the  questionable  shape  of  repairing  the  ravages 
of  a  war  which  the  Opposition  had  deprecated  and 
reusted,  by  all  tbe  Censtitntiooal means  they  pos- 
sessed, yet  will  I  afibrd  every  proper  aid  to  resus* 
eitate  and  sustain  the  public  credit,  to  retrieve 
the  national  character,  and  provide  in  the  most 
amplemanser  for  the  future  defence  and  security 
■of  the  country.  We  warned  you  of  the  oraee- 
tpunees  of  plonging  the  country  into  an  anjnst, 
aoaecessary,  and  wicked  war;  we  portrayed, 
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wich  a  faithful  peDcil,  the  Mack  and  midDight 
eoUDsels  which  larked  at  the  bottom  of  the  mea- 
sure. Did  we  not  cautioo  you  against  the  rash- 
ness of  precipitating  the  coaotry  from  a  state  of 
peace,  unprepared,  unqualified,  and  uoproWded, 
u)|o  a  fearfol  coDtest,  with  the  moat  powerful  ua- 
tioD  the  world  ever  saw?   Who  will^deoy  it? 
Did  we  not  clearly  foresee  and  foretell  the  conse- 
qveoees  of  your  obstioate  refusal  to  provide  a 
solid  basis  for  the  Goaaces,  by  an  adequate  system 
of  reveoue ;  preferring,  as  you  did,  the  precarious 
«nd  desperate  reliance  upon  loans  to  |wy  the  in- 
terest of  loans  7  We  never  ceased  to  admonisb 
yoa  of  the  result  of  such  a  war,  conmeneedwith- 
oat  armies  and  competeni  eommanden;  without 
«a  adequate  marine,  and  sufficient  fortificatioai ; 
without  revenue,  or  any  of  the  warlike  means  of 
self-defeoee  prepared,  much  less  to  dash  beyond 
our  borders  in  quest  of  conquest.  True  as  I  con- 
aider  all  this,  it  is  DO  justification  for  hdding 
back,  now  that  we  are  invited,  upon  our  own 
prineiplesf-to  join  in  repairiogaekoowledged  mis- 
chief; and,  while  we  endeavor  to  remedy  the  evil 
effects  of  past  political  errors,  to  guard  against  fu- 
ture misfortune.   Upon  such  terms,  and  for  such 
professed  objects,  I  unite  with  all  my  heart  in  the 
effort  to  staunch  and  heal  the  deep  wounds  in- 
flicted upon  the  country.    While  I  agree  to  grant 
all  the  means  necessary  to  these  ends,  I  shall  not 
be  uamindful  of  the  danger  of  falling  into  the 
•ztreme,  opposite  to  that  of  feebleoesa  and  imbe- 
oility,  which  led  ns  to  the  brink  of  rain.   I  need 
not  aay  my  back  is  turned  upon  every  plan  to 
disturb  the  repose  of  the  country,  hj  romantic 
aehemes  of  future  war  and  conquest,  if  such  are 
now  really  entertained.  My  views  extend  not 
beyond  the  defence  of  the  country,  against  any 
and  every  nation  able  to  attack  us.  For  this  pur- 
pose, pursuing  the  advice  of  Wasbinotoh,  to  be 
found  in  his  last  legacy  to  his  children,  and  in 
almost  every  Message  sent  to  Congress,  I  would 
rely  upou  the  preparation  for  war  to  preserve 
peace.  I  would  prefer  the  season  of  peace  for  pro- 
viding the  means  of  defence,  by  pushing  forward 
the  necessary  preparations  for  war.   Thus  far 
would  I  go— at  least  to  the  utmost  of  our  power 
—to  restore  the  public  credit^  and  place  it  upon  a 
aolid,  permanent  basis,  enabling  lite  Qovernmeni 
to  pay  punctually  the  intneat  of  the  public  debt, 
and  gradually  to  extinguish  the  prineiptl:  which 
is  "  the  true  secret,"  says  Hamilton,  «  of  render- 
ing public  credit  immorul."  I  would  increase 
the  navy  as  rapidly  as  the  finances  would  aUow; 
I  would  keep  embodied  troops  sufficient  to  garri- 
son all  our  fortifications  at  exposed  positions;  and, 
while  tbey  were  preserved  from  decay,  I  would 
•rect  others  at  every  vulnerable  point.   I  would 
omit  nothing,  nor  spare  any  expense,  to  place  the 
United  States  in  a  posture  of  complete  defence, 
as  the  best  means  of  preventing  war;  and,  should 
war  unfortunately  come,  of  abridging  its  evils. 

On  this  subject,  summoning  to  their  aid  the 
principles  and  maxims  of  Washihoton  and 
Hamiutoh,  the  gentlemen  already  referred  to  on 
MM  other  side  have  introduced  them  in  debate 
With  all  the  ait  of  novelty,  for  which  they  hare 
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taken,  and,  strange  to  aay,  received  credit  as  the 
inventors.  Why  sir,  the  first  bock  pat  into  the 
bands  of  those  who  were  bred  in  the  aebool  of  the 
illustrious  men  at  its  head,  taught  us  all  this. 
We  read  in  the  horn-book  of  Fedeial  polities, 
that,  in  return  for  the  protection  the  people  re- 
ceive from  Government,  the  people  must  contri- 
bute to  the  support  of  Qovernment ;  that  the  pnb- 
lic  credit  must  be  maioiained  inviolate;  tbenttk 
of  the  nation  preserved  without  a  stain.  And 
upon  the  subject  of  defence  and  security,  we  are 
taught  to  eonsider  no  sacrifice  too  great,  no  biK> 
dens  too  heavy,  to  insure  both,  as  the  end  of  aU 
Government.  AU  thcae  ideas,  as  oM  aa  the  Fed- 
eral party  itself,  with  wfaieh  the  nntlemen  have 
bespangled  and  embellished  their  oralioaa,  are 
borrowed  from  that  system  upon  which  the  Fed- 
eral Administrations  constantly  acted,  and  the 
writings  of  WASHinaTOir  and  HAHiL-roff,  wfaidi 
will  remain  forever  recorded^,  tfaoogh  the  rem- 
nant of  our  archives  be  consigned  to  the  flaoMs 
kindled  by  another  war. 

Mr.  H.  said,  in  approving  the  policy  now  in 
contemplation,  therefore,  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  the  maintenance,  against  the  world, 
of  its  just  rights  and  dignity,  we  were  only  pur- 
suing [be  advice  of  the  immortal  fouader  of  the 
Republic  I  cannot  agree,  said  he,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Gabtoh,)  that 
onr  resorting  to  fHvpamtory  measures  of  defence 
will  have  a  l«idenoy  to  excite  and  ealtiraie  a 
sentiment  of  hostility  to  Bnglaud,  which  would 
ultimately  grow  Into  a  national  feeling  invale- 
rate  and  deadly  hatred,  such  aa  the  Briliah  ud 
French  nations  cherish  against  each  other.  In 
the  very  nature  of  our  relations  with  that  ooua- 
try,  there  will  always  exist  a  powerful  impulse 
produced  by  natural  causes,  un&voraUe  to  cause- 
less enmity.  Sprung  from  one  aaeectry,  speak- 
ing the  same  language,  our  evaioaUj  manoers, 
and  domestic  habits,  nearly  the  same;  they  will 
tend  to  produce,  on  both  sides,  a  sentiment  ad- 
verse to  hostility.  I  could  wish  to  speak  plainly, 
without  reserve,  leaving  nothing  to  infereneet 
for  I  have  nothing  to  coaceal,  nothing  to  regret 
nothiog  to  retract.  I  consider  it,  then,  the  true 
policy  of  this  Government  to  be  frank,  to  be 
just,  rigidly  impartial,  and  friendly  to  Great  Brit; 
ain,  ijtiuivating  assiduously,  by  all  fair  and  manly 
means,  the  best  possible  understanding  with  her. 
But  we  should  not  forget  that  the  atato  ^  thii^ 
which  made  it  wise  and  patriotic,  to  pray  fer- 
vently for  her  socoeas,  to  overloiA  or  Itear  with 
her  wrongs,  to  strengthen  her  hands  to  the  atmost 
of  our  power,  for  the  combat  with  our  eneaiy  aod 
the  enemy  of  all  nations,  aod  to  exult  in  her  final 
triumph,  we  should  not  forget  that  thisetateof 
things  is  now  at  an  end.  Thank  God,  in  his 
mercy  and  goodness,  they  are  at  an  end ;  thnttha 
disturber  of  the  repose  of  mankind,  is  hurled  Cms 
his  dizzy  eminence,  aod  delivered  over  to  capiif^ 
ity,  I  trust,  forever.  Yes,  sir,  the  stated  thugs 
which  once  made  hostility  to  Engtaod  eritniasl 
and  base,  no  longer  existt,  she  is  not  now,  •>  *ke 
then  was,  the  worid*s  sole  defence  afninat  a  colos- 
sal tyranny  that  bealrode  it. 
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b  U  loo  much  to  Mj,  fir,  (I  know  I  am  impro- 
dtatly  nDtariog  on  tieklisb  groond,)  is  it  too 
mwb  to  Mjr  tbat  Englaad  is  now  mistress  of  the 
aaemdant,  and  it  wOl  he  a  datf,  henceforward, 
to  be  on  oar  guard  asaiost  her  as  a  powerful  na- 
tloD,  if  not  a  naiaraiand  jealous  rival,  impelled 
by  her  interests,  if  not  her  nest  policy,  to  keep  us 
down,  aod  cheek  our  quick  march  to  that  high 
rank  which,  sooner  or  later,  this  people  must  take 
amoBg  the  nations  t  U  it  venturing  too  far  to 
saf,  that  the  balance  of  power  is  now  restored,  or 
rather,  tbat  France,  if  not  already,  is  in  dangn  of 
being  reduced  too  low,  while  her  great  rival  is 
too  much  exalted?  Biay  1  not  venture  a  little 
hrtbat  aad  amy,  with  that  rival,  few  who  look 
into  fntarity  can  doubt,  we  most  nkimately  be 
called  10  etwtend  for  the  liberty,  if  not  the  em- 
wra  of  the  seas  j  for  to  that,  I  believe,  it  must  at 
laat  coaie.  Shall  I  be  pardoned  for  advancing 
yet  a  step  further,  by  sajring  that,  for  this  great 
contest,  we  oogbt  to  bej{in  to  prepare,  gradually, 
if  preferred,  bat  to  b^n  to  prepare,  and  never 
to  relax  our  preeantioaary  preparations  until  we 
are  prepared  ;  at  the  same  time,  however,  always 
obinvuig  the  most  frank,  friendly,  and  serupn- 
loBsljr  just  eondocl  towards  her,  while  we  equal- 
I  ij  bear  in  mind  the  neeesiity  of  so  regolatiog  our 
I  partiality  as  not  to  permit  oarselvea  to  be  rendered 
'  blind  to  h«r  policy?  I  repeat,  the  interesting  and 
critical  state  of  thin^  Which  not  only  justified, 
I  bot  rendared  patriotic,  our  srmpathy  and  parti- 
ality for  Bngland,  is  past.  Far  from  my  wish  or 
I  iatenlioa  ia  it  to  deajp  tbat,  before  the  tyrant 
vaa  OTartbrown,  I  lejoieed  in  the  success  of  Eng- 
land; 1  gloried  in  her  triamphs;  I  irlomphed 
wbanavef  vielory  perched  upon  her  banners ;  but, 
BOV,  I  tqiard  her  with  no  kinder  feelings  than 
Fnuiee,  or  any  other  nation.  She  is  sot  now 
figbtuf^  onr  battles,  and  those  of  the  civilized 
world,  against  a  despotic  and  overgrown  Power, 
whieh  threatened  all;  wesbonld  view  her,  there- 
fore, as  that  nation  we  diave  most  to  fear,  and 
with  whom,  as  a  maritime  and  commercial  peo- 
ple, we  are  most  likely  to  come  in  collision.  In 
a  word,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  mean  to  be  understood  as 
saying,it  isthe  part  of  wisdom  to  make  the  best  use 
of  our  means  aod  the  season  of  peace  to  prepare 
for  the  worst,  while  we  hope  and  labor  for  the 
bast,  resolving  to  hear  and  forbear  to  the  utmost, 
thinking  few  sacriices^  short  of  national  honor, 
too  great  to  praserve  our  pacific  relations. 

Saeb  are  my  ideas,  sir,  npon  the  snbject  of  pre- 
pmaiiom  for  defenee,  and  the  ralatim  In  which 
Sagbme]  and  thia  eoutry  aiud  towards  each 
oUier.  I  am  not  entering  the  eonrsa  to  mo  the 
nee  of  popularity.  Upon  the  oanal  terms  of  ao- 
qairingv  common  means  of  seeking  it,  I 

■hoolddespise  myself  if  I  had  it  in  possession.  If 
excDsed  for  referrtoy  to  events  of  the  last  session 
of  Coagress,  one  object  would  be  to  show  how  I 
lost  what  little  poiHilarity  I  may  have  possessed. 
By  the  same  motives  and  the  same  principles 
which  I  am  now  actuated,  I  was  then  aotoated, 
and  trust  I  shall  ever  be  guided,  the  good  of  the 
eooatry,  not  of  ulf  or  of  party.  Meanly  as  I 
thii^  and  no  man  can  boM  a  mmatn  opuiea  of 


the  capacity  and  honesty  of  the  men  who  ad- 
minister the  Government,  profligate  and  corrupt 
as  I  always  considered,  and  still  consider  the  mo- 
tives of  the  authors  of  the  late  war,  I  never  lost 
sight  of  principlv  which  govern  my  conduct 
now.  In  all  the  vicissitudes  of  tbe  war,  the  se- 
curity and  welfare  of  tbe  country  were  at  no 
time  separate  from  my  thoughts.  True,  I  op- 
posed the  war  with  a  zeal  and  constancy  not  to 
be  denied,  and  as  little  to  be  repented  of.  Though 
selected  for  one  of  its  first  victims  at  home,  no 
sooner  did  it  chsnge  its  aggressive  for  a  defensive 
character,  than  I  took  the  ground  of  granting  the 
snpjdies  asked  for,  and  strengthening  the  arm  of 
Government.  I  dixtincily  took  the  ground  of 
recovering  and  restoring  the  public  credit,  of 
uniting  for  the  purpose  of  defence,  aod  until  the 
danger  had  passed  by  to  fotvet  aod  forgive,  un- 
mindful of  tbe  past,  and  looking  only  (o  tbe  fu- 
ture. This  ground  was  promptly  taken  as  soon 
as  the  memorable  November  despatches  were 
communicated  to  the  Honse,  and  it  was  steadily 
maintained  by  voting  for  the  most  odious  tszes. 
This  ground  was  taken  at  tbe  most  critical  junc- 
ture in  our  annals,  when  all  waseonfnsioa,  dismay, 
and  terror.  Your  Treasury  publicly  bankrupt, 
the  Government  had  been  put  to  Bight,  tbe  Cap- 
itol reduced  to  ashes,  tbe  Army  without  pay, 
food,  or  clothing,  and  dying  by  hundreds,  like 
sheep,  of  the  rot.  Though  power  seemed  ready 
to  drop  into  our  hands,  like  fruit  rotten-ripe,  I  was 
witling  to  overlook  for  a  moment  the  necessity 
of  a  change  of  rulers,  and  to  take  a  stand  in  op- 
position to  the  feelinga  of  Uioae  who  aent  me 
here,  and  in  the  teeth  of  their  known  opinions, 
roused  as  they  reamnabt^  were,  to  tbe  highest 
pitch  of  indignation  against  the  authors  of  oor 
danger.  But  the  country  was  threatened  with 
dismemberment  and  ruin,  and  I  felt  there  was 
no  choice  but  to  assist  in  iu  salvation.  My  aid 
was  certainly  not  solicited ;  perhaps  it  was  not 
wanted  ;  but  I  jodged  for  myself  fn  affording  it 
trifling  as  may  have  been  the  benefit  deriveif 
from  It. 

Perhaps  an  apology  is  due  to  the  House  for 
detaining  them  a  moment,  by  referring,  after  the 
manner  of  some  genilemea,  to  my  own  peculiar 
situation.  If  on  this  occasion  guilty  of  what 
may  be  considered  eigotboi,  the  best  plea  I  can 
ofler,  is  that  it  ia  my  first  transgression  of  tbe  kind, 
aad  I  will  avail  tnyself  of  the  patienee  kindly 
manifested  by  the  Honse  to  advert  to  the  style  of 
lemarLnpon  tbetwopanies^oeeasionally  indulged 
by  an  honorable  ^[entleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
KAMnoLPfl)  and  his  estimable  friend  (Mr.  Stan- 
FOBD.)  My  feeliogB  are  too  kind  and  warm  to- 
wards these  gentlemen  to  harbor  any  resentment, 
though  1  cannot  refrain  from  saying  their  allu- 
sions are  sometimes  too  strong  to  pass  without 
being  repelled.  Whatever,  sir,  may  be  tbe  opin- 
ion of  a  third  party  in  this  House,  who  think  that 
the  other  two  like  factions  seek  to  make  their 
country  a  prey,  and  are  squabbling  only  about 
dividing  the  spoil,  while  they  possess  all  the  in- 
tq;rity  and  virtue,  I  shall  forbear  to  institute  a 
etMiparieon  of  poktieal  honesty  aod  ooniiiteneir. 


>     Digitized  by 


915 


H.orR. 


It  is  andoDbtedly  true,  aDfwtDiittcly  for  the 
country  it  is  true,  u  more  Jhan  oace  alladed  to, 
the  party  cow  in  the  mioority  lost  ibe  power  tbey 
oBce  enjoyed.  Tbey  lost  it,  if  geotlemeD  please, 
first  tbroD^h  indiscretion,  but  jtecondly,  because 
tbey  disdained  resorting  to  tbe  vile  means  of 
retaining  power  whicb  others  found  soacessful 
in  obiaioiu  it.  Nor  can  anf  ooe  of  us  rei^oaeh 
oarselvea  m  haring  at  any  time,  under  any  delu- 
sion, sanctioiied  and  given  ewrreaeyio  priaeiplee 
which,  folly  put  in  practice,  have  redaecd  tbe 
MMtttrj  to  the  eoaditioB  which  all  now  aoite  in 
deplonng;  Most  true,  the  people  were  to  their 
ooat  sedneed  to  discard  us,  but  we  bare  aoled  out 
of  power  as  we  did  in  power }  we  have  heretofore 
maintaioed,  end  I  trasi  will  eootiaoe  to  maiDtaia, 
the  saaae  atcadiaete  and  oniformity  of  conduct, 
tbe  rererse  of  which  is  generally  reducible  to  no 
|trineif4e  but  self  interest,  and  olten  rendera  eren 
integruy  itself  suapieiotts.  1  hold,  that  the  prin- 
uplesof  Federalism,  old  and  new,  as  they  hare 
bmn  denominated,  are  the  same,  baring  eoaei** 
teacy  at  least  to  reeommeod  tbem,  and  let  who 
may  be  plaeed  at  the  helm  of  Gorernment,  they 
moet  be  the  star  and  eampass  to  steer  by.  Lin 
the  beams  of  tbe  ^at  luminary  of  the  lieareiM, 
wliich  bear  oa  ibeir  bosom  both  l^t  aad  naeral 
hcM  to  earthj  our  principles  are  not  thooHpriog 
of  flecUng  cirenmsuaeesj  which  rise  Hke  the 
fioatioe  repttfs  to  disai^iear  again,  dinging  to 
tbe  rijEOl,  spuming  the  e^dient,  we  cleave  toour 
piiiiciplcs,  though  found  ia  tlie  meanres  of  oar 
Offoomt*.  And  why?  because  we  look  not  to 
power  aad  offic^  but  to  tbe  country,  to  adraoee 
tba  good,  the  greatness  and  true  glory  of  which 
has  erer  been,  and  now  is,  our  sole  aim.  Who 
amongst  this  minority  has  not  been  erer  ready  to 
sacrifice  his  prejudices,  bis  resentments,  erery- 
thiug,  upon  tbe  altar  of  his  country  ?  May  I  not 
say,lore  of  eouatry  has  erer  been  their  mother 
feeling,  the  fotmtaio  of  their  prineiptes^  the  main- 
spring of  all  their  political  actions  7 
'  Can  it  be  suppmed  thai  we  will  now  alwndea 
our  principles,  and  shift  sides  with  the  majoritr, 
beeaose  tbey  hare  been  driren  to  tbe  necoaity  of 
adopting  them?  I  will  nercr  disown  aad  re- 
noaaee  the  boly  Bcriptwes  though  preached  by 
a  deprared  minister  of  the  Gospel  I  I  will  not 
reject  good  because  proflered  bv  an  cril  hand. 
If  tbey  hare  been  taught  by  adversity  tbe  im- 
paitaat  lesson,  that  tbe  country  can  only  flourish 
and  grow  great  by  administering  the  Qoreromeat 
upon  our  princiolee,  shall  we  disown  and  re- 
notmcethem?  Never;  I  trust  nerer.  I  sicken 
wiUi  disgust  at  the  ban  idea  of  taJdng  np  xbmt 
old,  exploded,  discarded  notions  of  &lse  cconoaty, 
the  ahea|»  defence  of  nations,  gunboats,  dry  dochs, 
aad  militia.  No  roaa  ia  this  House,  shall  1  not 
say  in  this  nation,  has  more  caose  to  hold  out  to 
the  last  than  I  hare,  in  a  dead,  decided  opposi- 
tion to  all  the  measures  of  Gorernaftent.  God 
koows  Done  hare  mote  canee  to  detest  tbe  war, 
ud  deprecate  the  doctrines  disseminated  and 
saoceesfutly  pot  in  practiee  at  its  oomnMBce- 
meat^-docinaea  which  IcreUed  at  ciril  liberty 
Itself  the  blow  of  death— daetrines  sappioff  the 
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fonadatlon  of  Qerernmeoi  aad  social  (Md«,aBd 
uahingiag  society— doctrines  tnrolriag  a  coa- 
plicatioa  of  slareiy  and  chains  misery  and  tet- 
tare,  an  agony  both  of  body  and  mind,  aad  death 
with  erer^  horrible  aggraratioo  of  its  termrs 
and  its  pains.  The  torments  of  ibe  oioss  uid 
stake  may  equal  them;  he  who  is  broken  upon 
tbe  wheel  may  suScr  more,  but  tbe  pains  of  tin 
gallows,  or  the  gloom  of  the  dungeon,  are  merey 
compared  with  the  tormnits  inflicted  by  the  hctt- 
hounds  of  Jacobinism.  All  these  do  not  iafln- 
eace  my  political  eimduet,  nor  prcrent  me  from 
looking  back  with  unbonded  contentment  oS  \ 
conscience,  if  not  with  pride  and  exulutioo,  upon  ' 
the  cowse  1  bare  pursued  from  tbe  b^iaoiag  of 
tbe  war  down  to  toe  present  hour.  | 

A  few  words  more,  and  any  eUim  I  may  hare  .  j 
had  upon  the  politeness  of  tbe  House  is  die-  1 
chafed.  Gentlemen  doubt  (he  propriety  e( 
granting  further  means  to  the  Adminisiratim 
until  it  is  shown  that  former  snppties  hare  net 
been  cwruptly  expended,  aad  tbey  see  no  reasoa 
to  doubt  that  corruption  will  continae  its  depre* 
datioos  upon  the  poUie  trcaaive.  1  hare  not  «  | 
doubt  it  will,  unless  the  majority  unite  in  devi- 
sing a  sysleaa  of  cbecfca  and  acoouatability  in 
tbe  Departments.  To  thu  I  oadccsiand  promi- 
nent gentleaea  oa  the  other  side  hwre  ttmtf  , 
pledged  themselves.  Bat  allowing  tbo  utmost 
weight  to  this  aiguma^  drawa  from  the  prate- 
bte  abuse  of  power:  eonvptioD  has  takea  such 
deep  root  in  the  uoreromeal,  and  atiaiaed  so 
rank  a  growth,  1  mueh  fear,  let  who  may  adaua- 
ister  the  QoTwasBeat,  it  will  not  totally  disap- 
pear. €!orruption  has  taken  so  stroaf  a  b«d 
upon  tbe  political  system  erf*  this  eouatry  that  it 
can  no  more  be  cured  than  the  leprosy  of  fib> 
which  was  hereditary  to  all  bts  posterity: 

Thisargumait  of  corruption,  howerer,  goes  to 
the  wfthboldiag  of  all  means  from  the  Govera- 
meot,  which  would  soon  terminate  all  oarooft* 
tesu  by  bringing  them  ty  a  rtolrat  cad.  Coai* 
dence  mast  be  placed  somewbwej  that  kind  of 
confidence,  I  mean,  necessary  to  prevent  the  Oov- 
ernmeni  from  stopping.  Theta  miM  fa«  oil  sap- 
pUed  or  tbe  lamp  will  expire.  That  ooiMUenea 
must  be  placed  in  the  men  whom  the  people, 
howerer  mistakenly  aad  blindly,  hava  afaosea  to 
administer  the  Gorernment.  To  tbem,  these- 
fore,  must  be  intrusted  the  eaccttttoa  of  the  sys- 
tem whicb  lo<^  to  tbe  defence  of  the  conntry, 
tbe  extinguishment  of  the  war  debt,  and  the  les- 
toration  of  the  public  credit.  I  shall  espportthe 
system  of  finance,  I  beliare  uaanimeoaly  agreed 
to  by  the  committee  who  reported  it,  trosiiag 
that  the  means  it  prorides  will  be  used  in  pro- 
moting  the  preepeitty,  tbe  tumw,  and  the  secur- 
ity of  the  coonuy. 

The  qnertion  on  tbe  motion  to  reconsider,  es- 
sentially the  question  (o  tepeal  the  tax  altogether, 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — for  the  reeon- 
sideratioB  67,  against  ii86,  ae  follows: 

Tbas— Messrs.  Atheiton,  Baer,  Bsibour,  fisy&cs,  i 
Boss,  Bniimrj,  Bre^enridge,  Brigfasm,  Biya,  Bm^  I 

tea*  Oaspsv,  OalpspSiv  Rsvs^si^  Fsmayt  OsMsbs* 
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TMi^  Hak,  Hantim  Hhwm,  Hmrtw,  Haadanon, 
Huagwforf,  Ja^an,  Jawatt,  Kiny  of  Mana^wUfl, 
KiBg  af  North  CvoUna,  Langdon,  Law,  Lawia,  Lova, 
Ljoa,  HwKtn,  MoCoy*  McKaiv  Moora  of  Sooth  Cuo* 
liH,  Motriar,  N^w,  Fuiii.  Pitkin,  Pickaiu,  Powell, 
IU»Mpti>  Reod.  Rioi,  Boggle%  Sluurp^  Smith  (rfVir- 
^nki  Stonfind.  Stoanu,  8«raac,  Stuart,  StoifM^  : 
0Ut»  TiltaMdgf^  Tanl,  TboDU%  Voss,  Wud  of  Maa- 
'  tadniMtt*,  yVmrd  of  New  York,  Whoatoo,  WUcoz, 
WiHianUf  Wright,  and  Tuicejr. 

Nati — MeMn.  Alezandar,  ArchoTt  Baker,  Basaett, 
Bateoian,  Bmoett,  Betto,  Blrdsall,  Birdsaye,  BrookB, 
Snnuida,  Cildwell,  Calhoan,  Cbippell,  ClaA  of  Keo- 
tockj,  Ctendennin,  Ctopton,  Comstock,  Condiet,  Con- 
Mr,  Crawford,  Gre^ton,  Caftbert,  PuUngton,  DMha, 
Fonytb.GlBwow,  Gold,  Goodwin,  Ghiffio,  Gtoareoor, 
HaH,  Rammond,  Huuon,  HopkinMO,  Eager, 
iB^m,  Irvins  «f  Naw  York,  Irwia  of  PanBirlvaBia, 
Xohaaoa  of  Kmlod?,  Kerr  of  Yifgioitt  IioveU, 
LomidM,  LoBjAki^  tyl%  Maday,  Mmant.  MeLaw 
of  KntBefcy,  McLaan,  of  OUo.  MiddlstOB,  IGhior, 
Hwkem  of  HMaachosatts,  Ndma  of  Yirginia.  Nawton, 
OwMby,  PkJHviii^,  nper,  Plawania,  RqnoldB,  Boaae^ 
KohMm  Root,  Rom.  Soveaot,  Savage,  Sekanek, 
ShaStj,  SsHth  ot  Pasnnlvania,  Smith  of  Mujbsd. 
Snuhaid.  Tayln  of  Naw  YodE,  Taylor  <tf  Soath  Caxo* 
fina,  Tdfitir,  Throop,  To^,  WaUaM^  Ward  of  New 
Imms,  Wandovar,  Whitsnda^  Wildo,  Wilki%  WU- 
h^ffSby,  Thomas  WilMn,  WiUiam  WUw^  and 

Tb«  raadmion  to  eMtinue  the  dtte^t  tax  of 
three  milUoiia  foe  one  jmx  wu  thea  agreed  to, 
ud  referred  to  the  Finaneial  Committee  to  ^ft'iag 
ia  e  bill  eccordingljr. 

The  HooBo  then  proceeded,  in  CommUtee  of 
the  Whole,  to  eeituder  the  oezi  proposition  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  viz :  that 
which  ^poses  the  contiDuanee  of  certain  duties 
on  distiUatioo ;  when,  oa  motioo  of  Mr.  Wii^ 
'  UAMB,  of  North  Carelioa,  who  coosidwed  this 
fUoiiioQ  tooimporiaot  to  bs  decided  without  dis- 
QOssioB,  the  Committee  roee,  reported  progress, 
aad  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  7. 

Two  oth«  members,  to  wit,  from  New  Hamp- 
shire,  DanisL  Wbmtm,  and  fwm  North  Caro- 
Uu.  Wklmh  N.  Bowahiw,  (eleeted  io  the  plaee 
of  Nathaaiel  Maeoo,  reigned,)  appeared,  pro- 
dMad  their  eiedentius,  were  qualified,  and  took 
thriraeate. 

Mr.  Intoah  pfesented  petitions  from  sundry 
iahabitmnts  of  the  State  of  PennsylTania,  praying 
that  Coagress  will  take  into  their  coMioeration 
the  maniuaotartag  imerest  in  the  United  States, 
ittd  adopt  sueh  measnres  as  will  afford  to  the 
■aid  interest  the  best  security  and  protection. 

Mr.  Ramdolph  gare  oMice  of  his  inteotkm  to 
aura  an  mquiry  into  the  constitutionality  of  the 
apfohntment  of  Peter  B.  Porter,  late  a  member  of 
this  Hoane,  to  the  office  of  a  Commisaouer  under 
ikm  Treaty  of  Oreat  Britain,  he  being  at  the  time 
of  hia  appoiirtmeat  a  member  of  this  Houea. 

Mr.  Fuua&im,  from  the  NaraL  Committee, 
lepovted  amcudmeau  to  the  bU|  from  the  Senate, 
amoriiiBf  the  apyoiMMBi  of  Adninl%  the  ob> 
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ject  of  which  are  to  create  one  Vice  Admiral  and 
two  Rear  Admirals,  instead  of  one  Admiral  and 
two  Vice  Admirals— a  mere  change  of  deoomi- 
□ation.  The  bill  and  amendments  were  referred 
to  a  pommittee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  a£  Mr.  Root,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  aad  Means  were  instrocted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  disohargiog  Bbeaezer  Keeler 
and  John  Francis  from  their  confinement  io  the 
covaty  of  Delaware,  New  York,  at  the  suit  of  ikm 
United  States. 

Mr.  MosBLET,  from  the  select  eomouttee,  to 
whon  was  refwrcd  tha  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  the  Stota  of  Cosneetieu^  on  behalf  vi 
the  widow  and  children  of  Charles  Dolph,  de- 
ceased, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  said  Dolph;  whieh  was  twice 
read,  and  commtucd. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  committee  (o  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Commodore  John 
Rodgers,  of  the  Navy,  respecting  a  judmient 
obtained  agaiast  him  oj  John  Donnelly  of  Balti- 
more, for  the  value  of  a  vessel  detained  bf  a 
frigate  belonging  to  a  squadron  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  R^  reported  a  resolution 
for  his  relief. 

This  resolution,  after  some  conversation  on  the 
form  of  the  report,  it  being  contended  thai  it 
shoidd  have  been  by  Inll  instead  of  resolution, 
was  twioe  read,  and  leforred  to  n  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

COHHERCIAL  BESTEICTIONS. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Bfr.  Kih^  of  Mnnn- 
chutetts,  resumed  the  ooneidemiion  of  the  ftdlov- 
ieg  rcBoiaUon,  snbtoitted  by  him  yasterdny ; 

Itaohedt  ThattheCommUloe  onFOEdgnRdatiMM 
be  instnicted  toinqnfae  faite  the  «tpediMtey  itf  exdnd- 
iog  from  the  ports  of  die  United  States,  or  of  incies^ ' 
ing  the  daties  on*  all  foreign  tomIs  owned  m,  camhig 
from,  bound  toy  or  touching  at,  aw  of  the  yossessisne 
of  any  nation  of  Bnrapa  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on 
the  oontineat  of  America,  from  wUch  the  Tsawb  «f 
the  United  States  are  exehidsd;  nd  of  piohibitin&  er 
of  inoiasuig  the  dntiss  on  the  ia^oilation  in  ineign 
vessels,  of  any  aitidee  the  growth,  produce,  or  nann- 
ftctuie  of  such  peeseswms. 

Mr.  BnannonT  moved  to  nmend  the  resolntini 
of  Mr.  Sim^  by  striking  oot  the  woida,  cxdwl- 
ing  from  the  ports  <tf  the  United  Stntes  foreiga 
vessels,"  so  as  to  confine  the  inquiry  to  the  expa* 
diaey  of  iacreneiog  the  tonnage  duty,  dbe^  only. 
He  observed,  in  support  of  his  motion,  that  Ju 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  ofatmdi^  his  opAione 
and  views  of  snbjeeta  upon  the  Honsc ;  and,  on 
this  oecaaion,  should  have  beea  silent,  had  not 
the  subject  trader  oonsideratioD  presented  ilaelf 
to  his  mind  in  a  di&rent  Ught  from  what  it  ap- 
peared to  have  done  to  the  mind  of  his  honorable 
cdleagttfc  (Mr,  Kino.)  As  we  both  represent  a 
district  of  country  in  Maine,  said  Mr.  whoa* 
commercial  interests  are  precisalr  simikr,  their 
Bepreeenlalives,  it  is  fairly  to  be  presumed,  em- 
not  Imvc  vKws  or  wishes  hostile  to  thoaa  lotnr- 
€8tL  however  diey  may  diShr  as  to  the  nuChoda 
most  likaly  to  ndmnen  them.  I  object  to  om  of 
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the  pbnses  in  the  ksoIoUod,  tbal  whieh  I  have 
pn^pmed  to  strike  out ;  becauite,  sir,  it  appears  to 
■e  to  be  a  reneval  of  the  oU,  and  to  the  people 
«i  that  part  of  the  eooQiry,  odious  restrietire  sys- 
tem. The  reatrietire  eaergies  of-  this  coaotrjr 
hav^  in  mj  jadgment,  bad  a  fair  experiment ; 
and}  as  was  obaerred  on  another  oeeasiDD  the 
other  daf,  "  been  fooad  wanting."  In  mj  hom- 
Ue  opinion  the  true  policy  on  this  subject  u  rega- 
ktion  simplr,  aod  not  exelasion.  I  beliere  more 
beneficial  effects  can  be  accomplished  by  the  mild 
and  clement  sun  of  regnlation,  than  by  the  fierce 
and  rude  winds  of  exctosioo  and  prohibition.  If 
the  course,  on  this  occasion,  most  congenial  to 
my  views  could  be  adopted,  it  should  be  a  simple 
direction  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
to  inquire  "Whether  any  measures  ought  to  be 
*  adopted  by  Congress  to  regulate  the  iatercoorse 
'  between  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
'  Uajeaty'*  possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on 
'  the  continent  of  North  America,"  agreeably  to 
the  power  reserved  in  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty.  But  I  am,  uererthelesa,  "willing  to  adopt 
the  resolution  of  ray  colleague,  if  amended ;  that 
ia^  sir,  I  am  williog  to  inquire,  and  if,  on  mature 
consideration  it  is  thought  best,  to  say,  increase 
the  tannage  doty  on  forei|^  v easels  coming  from 
ports  and  places  from  which  our  vessels  are  ex- 
cluded. Increase  also  the  additional  per  centage 
on  the  permanent  rate  of  duties  to  a  reasonable 
amount ;  at  least  commence  only  in  this  way,  and 
reserve  ibe  severer  measures  of  exclusion  aod  pro- 
hibition, until  the  efficacy  of  this  course  is  tried. 
I  believe,  sir,  such  a  course  is  the  safest  and  the 
wisest — more  congenial  to  the  wuhes  of  mercan- 
tile men,  aod  in  my  judgment  to  their  true  inter- 
eata.  The  opposite  course  is,  I  fear,  eateulated 
to  build  up  the  British  colonies  at  Ameriean  ex- 
panse. Prohibit  intoeourae  in  foreign  veasels  be- 
tween the  Britafa  West  Indies  and  this  country, 
and  it  operates  as  a  bounty  or  encoungement  to 
tlw  colonies  adjacent  to  us  on  this  continent ;  to 
the  export  of  lumber  and  bread  stuff  from  those 
ooionies.  It  is  not  difficult  for  a  reflecting  mind 
to  trace  this  as  the  sure  consequence  of  such  a 
eotmw  of  policy.  It  is,  io  my  opinion,  owing  to 
the  restrictive  system,  and  its  necessary  cooae- 
qpenee,  the  war,  that  we  have  now  to  deplore  the 
ksa  of  the  valuable  trade  to  the  British  West  In- 
dies. Prior  to  the  war  we  enjoyed  that  commerce 
sabstantiaUy  as  a  permanent  trade,  though,  in 
point  of  form,  we  held  it  by  the  uaceruin  tenure 
dm  Britiah  proclamation  of  the  colonial  Oovern- 
oc^  isaned  semi-anDnally,  under  an  Order  io 
Coaaeil.  But  the  merchants  could  calculate,  and 
did  calculate  on  its  continuance,  for  a  long  period 
prior  to  the  war,  with  nearly  as  much  certainty 
as  if  it  was  rejpilated  by  convention.  To  restore 
this  trade  is,  indeed,  all<important;  but  I  an  dis- 
posed to  think  it  cannot  be  effected  by  measures 
Merely  compulsory.  Prior  to  the  war,  also,  we 
enjoyed  a  valuable  commerce  in  plaster  of  imris ; 
k  was  to  a  number  of  my  constituents,  while  it 
eontinued,  a  source  of  wealth,  aod  to  the  colii- 
vators  of  land  at  the  South  saved  to  fertilize  and 
emieh  their  fields  and  plastMions.  It  has  been 
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enjoyed  also  usee  the  peace  until  reeefltljr,  anfti 
know  not  that  it  is  not  itill  enjoyed.  Bat  reports 
are  in  circulation,  as  I  perceive  from  newanipera, 
that  our  shipholders  are  by  British  rwulationa  to 
be  deprived  of  this  branch  of  trade,  it  has  bcm 
slated  in  the  papers  that  the  British  have  laid  a 
duty  of  $5  per  ton  on  all  plaster  of  pan's  exported 
from  the  colonies  in  English  bottoms,  whieh  shall 
be  landed  east  of  New  Haven;  the  effect  of  which 
will  inevitably  be  to  exclude  our  vessels  from  this 
branch  of  commerce.  Whether  this  ioformatioa 
be  correct,  ought  forthwith  to  be  ascertained,  and 
I  trust  the  committee  will  instantly  institute  the 
necessary  inquiry  on  this  subject,  by  applying 
through  the  Executive  to  the  British  agent  here, 
to  ascertain  whether  any  and  what  duties  hare 
been  imjKwed  on  any  merchandise,  more  especially 
this  article.  To  preeerre  and  restore  braocfaea  « 
cmnmeree  to  mr  eonstitaeots  so  valuable  and  in- 
portani,  is  highly  deaimUe;  but,  in  our  haste  to 
do  this,  I  hope  do  measure  will  be  adopted  ealcn- 
lated  eventually  to  injure  and  defeat  the  object 
in  view,  or  to  become  a  source  of  future  r^rec. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  Maa- 
sachusetts,  on  the  grounds  he  took  on  originallr 
proposing  the  resolution. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  that  he  was  adverse  to  the 
amendment;  that  he  thought  the  resolution  ought 
to  go  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  on 
the  broad  ground  which  it  assumed;  the  commit- 
tee would  consider  whether  the  object  contem- 
plated would  be  answered  best  by  an  exclusion  or 
by  laying  extraordinary  duties.  He  said,  he  had 
not  made  up  his  own  mind  as  to  which  course 
would  be  best.  The  duties  might  operate  as  a 
charge  on  the  consumer,  unless  they  were  aneh 
as  would  be  prohibitwy.  The  total  nelnsioD  of 
the  importation  of  goods  from  aucli  ports  as  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  were  not  p»naitted 
to  enter  and  trade  freely,  for  similar  articles,  oii^t 
operate  to  induce  the  forties  to  meet  at  some  port 
free  for  botb,and  there  interchange  their  cargoes: 
for  instance,  at  a  Swedish  or  Danish  island,  to  all 
which  the  ships  of  the  United  States  were  re- 
ceived as  freelyas  their  own  vessels.  He  said,be 
would  take  a  short  view  of  the  subject.  The 
European  Powers  which  had  established  colonics, 
had  |;enerally  maintained  the  principles  of  an  ex- 
clusive commerce  thereto.  This  monopoly  tbtj 
claimed  as  a  remuneration  for  the  expense  of  their 
first  establishment,  and  their  future  protection; 
and  there  appeared  to  be  some  reasoiu  on  their 
side.  It  behooved  the  United  States  to  inquire 
whether  they  could  not  procure  i«  equal  terms, 
or  nearly  so,  commodities  similar  to  those  imi- 
duced  by  such  colonies,  from  countries  into  whieh 
their  own  vessels  were  permitted  to  enter  aad 
trade  freely.  If  such  porta  are  open  to  them, then 
it  becomes  a  duty  of  the  United  States  to  fiiror 
the  importations  therefrom,  and  to  exclude  those 
from  the  countries  which  will  not  permit  oar 
vessels  to  enter  and  trade  on  equal  terms  with 
their  own;  nor  can  any  such  country  comphu*- 
It  ought  not  to  be  a  cause  of  commercial  wsr&re 
by  such  nation.  He  said,  he  would  take  a  view 
of  the  conduct  of  the  miiioB*  poasesaiBg  ertoati* 
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vhicb  prodoMd  eoffiM  and  sugar.  Spaia  bad 
naiforiDly  excluded  from  all  her  colonies  the  ships 
of  other  nationa,  imleM  when  compelled  to  open 
the  ports  of  Cuba,  when  at  war  with  Qreat  Brit- 
ftio,  and  since  tM  Fraoeh  Rerololioii.  During 
peace,  she  drew  the  floor  neeeaaary  for  Coba, 
irom  tb«  United  Slatea  to  Cadiz,  wliere  it  wu 
bought  bjr  the  CommiBiary  of  the  Indies^  and  hj 
him  sent  to  Coha;  tt  present  the  trade  to  Gaba 
w  open  aa  well  for  imperii  as  for  exports,  bat  it 
ennnot  be  expected  to  eontinne  so.  She  has 
smnted  n  free  trade  to  her  colony  of  Porto  Rico, 
DDt  eonflned  to  Spanish  sabjects  or  residents  of 
the  ialand,  and  in  Spanish  vessels  only,  intend- 
ing, perhaps,  to  sopfHy  Cuba  with  floor  ihrouffh 
that  island,  as  the  may  hereafter  grant  similar 
^vileges  to  Cuba ;  the  fiict  is,  that  this  system 
n  to  the  ezetnaio&  of  the  ressels  of  the  United 
Suies. 

Portugal  prohibited  all  intercourse  with  her 
colonies  of  the  Brazils  until  the  King  removed 
his  Court.  Since  then  the  ports  of  that  immense 
eoontry  are  open.  The  Brazils  produee  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  sagar,  from  whence  a  supply, 
equal  per  hap*  to  our  wants,  mwbt  be  drawn ;  but 
the  Brazils  require  very  few  of  our  prodoets;  the 
Itthnce  <tf  trade  with  them  woold  be  greatly 
against  the  United  States. 

The  Dutch  hare  two  free  ports— St.  Bnstatia 
and  Curaeoa;  they  produce  very  little;  their 
ports  of  Surinam,  filssequibo,  and  Berbiee  hare 
been  jpartinUy  open  to  our  trade.  Molasses  was 
permitted  to  be  exported  from  thence  in  Ameri* 
can  bottonns ;  at  present  those  ports  are  in  posses- 
ion of  ihs  British,  who  exclude  our  resseu. 

France,  1  beliere,  admitted  our  vessels  with 
fish,  lombery  and  pork.  8be  excluded  our  floor, 
and  permitted  the  export  of  molasses  and  taffia. 
She  prohibited  na  mm  exporting  sugar  and 
eoflee. 

Great  Britain  excludes  the  entry  of  American 
▼essets  from  h«r  eolonies,  except  when  necessity 
cenpeb  their  OorerDore  to  issue  their  procUma- 
tionii;  this  baa  freqaenlty  bappeoed  during  her 
war  with  Fnace.  Seldom  in  une  of  peace  their 
nppliee  bare  been  famished  from  the  United 
States,  either  in  their  own  ressels  direct,  or  from 
St.  Jagode  Cuba,  where  they  come  for  our  flour, 
or  from  St.  Bartholomews,  a  Swedish  island. 

The  Daaoa  and  Swedes  hare  pursued  a  more 
liberal  policy  J  tbay  admit  our  ressels  freely  to 
their  islands,  aad  they  might  perhaps  become  en- 
trapots  where  the  ressels  of  both  parties  would 
meet  and  exchange  cargoes.  The  island  of  St. 
Croix  produces  sugar  to  a  considerable  amount. 

Tbe  State  of  Louisiana,  and  lately  Qeorffia, 
produce  sagar.  With  tbe  supply  tbey  can  lur- 
aisb,and  what  may  be  drawn  from  Hispanida, 
aad  oth«r  connlries  in  the  Bast  and  West  lodieiL 
(when  ear  vessels  an  admitted,)  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  ample  sappliee  of  colonial  prodace 
may  be  obtained.  Bat,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  anbject 
ia  me  of  great  ddieacy,  and  will  require  the  se- 
rious attention  of  the  committee  before  they  re- 
port npea  it.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say,  that 
ihi  pfeaenl  ia  the  proper  time  to  decide  open  it; 


howerer,  he  was  willing  to  send  the  resolution  to 
the  committee.  He  was,  however,  prepared  to 
say,  that  Congress  ought  to  use  every  exertion  to 
favor  tbe  navigation  of  tbe  Bssiern  States — a 
narigalion  which  gave  ns  the  seamen,  by  whose 
bravery  the  United  States  would,  at  no  very 
distant  day,  be  enabled  to  maintain  an  equality 
on  tbe  high  seas  with  any  nation  now  in  ex- 
istence. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion, and  the  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

THE  REVENUE. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  tbe  Revenue. 

Tbe  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee being  under  consideration: 

Itetohedt  That  it  is  ezMdisnt  to  repeal  an  act,  Mili. 
tied  *<An  act  to  ^vide  additimial  levennes  ibrdefrn^ 
isg  tbe  ezpeoMs  of  Oovenunsiitt  aad  maiatainiag  the 
pabUe  credit,  by  laying  dntiea  on  nirils  distilled  with- 
m  the  United  State*  and  Territories  therei^  and  by 
amending  the  set  laving  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers 

spuitaoos  liqooTSt  passed  on  tbe  21st  of  Decemlxn', 
18U,  excepting  only  tbe'  I6tb,  18th,  Iddi.  and  24th 
wetions  thereof,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April 
next,  and  from  the  same  day  to  add  100  per  cei^  to 
the  amount  of  ttw  duly  wludi  all  stills  now  subject  to 
doty  are  liaUe  to  pay. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  tbe  same,  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

Retohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  laying  a  dn^  on  licenses  to  distSlen  of 
spiritDons  liqaors,  pasaed  on  the  24th  of  December, 
1813 also  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  a  dotr  on 
•pints  distilled  within  the  United  States,"  passed  on 
the  31st  of  December,  1614,  and  that,  in  lien  thereof, 
an  act  be  passed  laying  a  duty  of  —  cents  on  each 
gallon  of  distilled  wiOdn  the  United  Statea  fiem 
the  matarial  of  fruit,  and  of  —  eents  on  each  gallen 
distiUod  from  the  material  of  grain. 

Mr.  WiLLtAMB  spoke  aafdlows>-Permit  me 
to  adicit  tbe  indolgenee  of  the  Committee,  while 
1  oflbr  the  reasooa  which  have  induced  tbe  motion 
just  made.  The  amendment  is  sobmltted  with 
diffidence ;  because  I  am  sensible  of  that  soperiOT 
deference  which  is  due  to  the  judgment  and  mea- 
sures of  senior  members  in  thu  House,  and  from 
my  perlect  acquiescence  in  a  custom,  which  at- 
tributes to  age,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House,  ad- 
ditional respect  and  consideration;  I  should  cer- 
tainly have  forborne  an  attempt  to  obtrude  upon 
your  notice  any  of  my  remarks ;  but,  sir,  tbe  inter- 
est of  my  constitneou  is  aa  dear  to  them  as  any 
other  portion  of  tbe  community;  and  I  should 
betray  a  culpable  neglect  of  that  interest,  were  I 
to  remain  silent  when  it  is,  as  I  think,  about  to  be 
sacrificed. 

I  propose  the  amendment  with  diffidence  again, 
because  I  am  also  sensible  of  that  deference  which 
u  always  due,  and  generally  paid,  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  A  course  difierent 
from  this,  would  hardly  be  practicable  at  any  time, 
and  frequently  improper;  for  it  is  presumed  tbe 
committee  have  examined  the  subjects  referred  to 
them,  with  a  patience  aad  semUoy,  whieh  the 
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Boose  would  seanelT  be  adequate  to  noderga  in 
iuciMporaie  and  leg mUUtc  capacitjr.  Tkey  have 
free  and  familiar  aceesa  to  facta  aed  opieioBs, 
which  the  Hoose,  from  it«  rery  nature  and  its  num- 
bora,  eootd  not  have ;  beiog  a  small  bod^,  they 
perform  their  business  with  a  facility  and  despatch, 
wUeh  would  he  impracticable  to  a  large  l^iala- 
tire  assembly.  Hence,  I  apprehend,  the  custom 
of  referring  alt  subjects  to  the  committee  io  the 

'fim  instance}  of  receiving  their  reports  when 
made,  wi  th  great  deference  and  of  allowing  them 
to  conuin  the  b«st  evidence  which  the  nature  of 
the  ease  will  admit. 

By  no  means,  sir,  would  I  object  to  the  custom 
of  the  House.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  is  gen- 
erally the  best  course  to  be  pursued  with  atl  com- 
mittees, and  particularly  so  with  the  present  com- 
mittee ;  {otf  so  far  as  my  acquaintanee  with  that 
My  will  enable  me  to  judge,  I  most  say,  that  the 
•alcetiona  were  made  with  diseerament  u  to  the 
tslcHia  and  promised  zeal  of  the  committee.  Bnt 
ae  the  greatest  judge  or  most  profound  lawyer 
mhj  sometimes  adraace  an  erroneous  opinion,  so, 
Ithmk,  the  committee,  io  this  case,  bare  miscon- 
ceived the  true  interest  of  the  country.  If  I  should 
be  so  fortunate  as  to  make  this  app^r,  the  House, 
I  know,  will  give  their  support  to  the  amend - 
meoi  I  have  proposed. 

It  has,  Mr.  Cliairman,  been  asserted  by  gentle- 
men, that  it  would  be  politic  to  impose  a  heavy 
duty,  amounting  in  many  cases  almost  to  a  pro- 
hibition, on  the  distilling  of  spirituoas  liquors, 
because  it  would  tend  to  counteract  that  habit  ol 
intemperance- which  we  sometimes  see  prevalent 
is  the  country.  Bnt  if  the  argomeat  lus  aay 
fbrea,  I  am  awta  to  paieeiTe  it.  To  a  ecrtaia 
extant,  spirits  are  a  Bccanary  of  life,  to  every  ex- 
IMU  in  which  (bey  are  used  tinef  mil  not  be  dio- 

,^acd  with,  tfaotaaadeat  home,  thejr  wilt  he 
HBporled  from  abroad.  Howaver  mMa,  there- 
fore, morality  may  eondena  the  use  (tf  spiritttous 
U)iiorS)and  however  wise  it  might  be  to  prevent, 
■s  nuoh  as  possible,  intemperanee  in  that  way,  I 
do  not  yet  nndersiand  that  it  is  the  object  of  Grav- 
«nunent  to  prohibit,  entirely,  the  use  or  distiila- 
tioB  of  spirits.  On  the  contrary,  the  object  of 
Ctov^nment,  as  I  have  understood  it,  is  to  raise  a 
revtnue,  is  to  bring  money  into  the  Treasury. 

It  will  be  admitted,  that  stills  are  a  fair  object 
«r  taxation.  Perhaps  no  species  of  property, 
•wncd  by  the  cilixen,  can  letter  sostain  a  tax, 
which  is  moderate  and  duly  equalized ;  aad  while 
aoDtributions  are  necessary  to  ddray  the  exaeaaes 
<rf  Qof  enment,  no  one  is  able  or  more  wilting  t« 
fbraiah  hb  preportieoable  part  than  the  distiller. 
If  k  weit  eonsiatant  with  the  public  eagagraiMU 
10  dmliah  all  other  taxes  excc^  this,  I  should  not 
object  10  the  measure,  merely  because  it  would 
operate  oo  Uiose  whom  1  represenL  So  far  as  I 
could  ascertain  the  sentimena  of  my  constitoenu, 
they  did  not  ezpecl,  nor  did  they  wish  that  the  tax 
on  stills,  under  ezistinff  circumstances  of  the 
country,  should  be  entirelf  removed ;  they  know 
we  had  a  great  debt  to  pay,  and  that  money  moat 
be  raised  to  support  the  ereditof  the  nation.  But, 
sir,  tiny  well  know,  aad  I  myself  also  know^  that 


the  ^ty  propoeed  by  ihe  oamuitiaa  in  imprt^ ; 
that  it  is  excessive;  aad  that  U  «iU  ihemy  da- 
feat  iu  own  object— the  niaing  of  the  roffwoae. 

By  the  law  of  1813,  the  frilowiajr  dtuies  mn 
imposed,  to  wit :  for  two  weeka,  nine  eeatt  |par 
gallon  en  the  capacity  of  diesiiU ;  for  one  taaaih, 
eighteen  eents  per  gaiUon  on  the  capacity  of  the 
stilt ;  and  ae  on. 

The  most  experieaeed  distillers  in  the  eannliy 
where  I  live,  and  I  speak  in  tcferenee  w  that 
particularly,  have  estimated  that  this  doly 
would  bare  amounted  to  ten  ecnu  per  gnlUn, 
if  it  bad  been  imposed  on  the^aantity  made,  ia^ 
stead  of  the  capacity  of  the  stifl ;  aad  mode^c 
as  it  majr  seem,  many  persons  stopped  Ibetr  dia> 
liUerics ;  others  worked  ihem  luM  more  than  h^ 
the  time  they  would  hava  dtme,  if  the  law  had , 
not  been  passed.  The  rerenao  aecrDing  ludtr 
this  law  fur  the  year  1814,  as  stated  by  tbe  Bcc' 
reUry  of  tbe  Treasury,  omoaaned  to  mlfiBl^QBJ, 
In  1814  a  law  was  paased,  impowng  a  du^  of 
twenty  eenu  oo  the  gallon,  in  addttiim  to  that 
which  had  haca  laid  on  the  capacity.  If^  lhac»> 
lore,  the  aggr^te  doty  he  estimMed  at  thtrtgr 
cents  per  gallon ;  and  it  it  eupposed  that  th* 
same  nanber  of  stiUa  w«e  used,  aa  uadttx  ihe 
former  law,  then  there  ought,  in  a  direct  ptafor- 
tion,  to  bare  accrued  for  tbe  year  1815,  tbe  cam 
of  95,063,661.  But  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sary  states  the  sum  aecraingfer  titeyear  ISlSyta 
be  only  93,600,000. 

If  the  aggr^ate  duty  be  estimated  at  tventy- 
Gre  oenu  per  gallon,  then  there  ought  to  hava 
aoerued,  ia  the  same  proportion,  for  tlM  year  181&^ 
the  sum  of  (4,203,777;  consequently,  ia  bath 
cues  there  was  a  dedication  of  rerenue ;  in  the 
ifsteaae,  of  more  thaa  $1,500,008 1  ia  the  aae- 
ead.  of  more  than  9700,000. 

But  the  idcamay  be  plaoed  io  a  siill  atroagct 
point  of  riew.  The  Secretary  sutes  the  rereane 
accruing  ia  1814  tor  lieenscs  eo  stiUs  aad  betteia 
10  be  91,681,067,  as  befoee  mcniioDcd.  Bat  H 
1815,  the  rereoue  aectaiiw  from  the  saoie  aoniae 
amonated  ooly  to  91,000,000.  This  waa  timmg, 
no  deuht,  to  the  imposittoa  of  tbe  addkioaat  tax. 
Hence,  then,  it  witt  appear,  that  oaore  than  eao- 
ihird  of  the  distillers  must,  in  1816,  hare  ceased 
their  ^rati<nie  alt(^Mbcr. 

I  am  well  aware,  sir,  thai  we  hare  no  very  <e»> 
taia  data  an  which  to  foand  our  calcntaiiaas  ia 
regard  to  this  subject.  But  knowing,  from  my 
own  ohserration,  that  a  great  stop  was  pot  to 
the  bunaess  of  diitilliog,  by  the  aMitioaal  doty 
impoaed  in  ^14^  I  hare  submitted  these  oateahM- 
tioas  MMre  for  the  pui^ose  of  oemplifjing  the 
manner  in  which  a  daUcatioD  of  the  rerenoe 
was  pradueed,  than  of  efoing  anytbiag  like  srt»- 
siaatial  or  iaeoatrorerttble  erideaee.  It  tsaot 
by  calenUiioB  that  we  are  to  ascertain  wheihaf 
or  not  a  tax  ia  opfHresslre,  whether  it  operates  eo 
the  people  as  a  grierance.  Thismust  becoUeet' 
ed  from  the  people  themselves,  by  being  aaoeg 
them;  by  attending  to  their  statements,'  and 
finally,  by  observing  the  difficulty  with  which  the 
demands  of  Oorernment  are  met.  This,  sir,  is 
the  ami  sale  aad  best  piaetioalenteriau  by  whwh 
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to  jadgc  irf*  tbe  meat  «mI  opmitM  9f  •  tax.  Is 
chedimst  I  represent,  mwaj  penoni  who  oairied 
OD  diMitlftiion,  most  exteonveljr,  pat  a  total  stop 
to  tlwir  bssiDess,  altboof  h  there  wac  a  great  sar- 
of  grain,  and  a  greater  abuadanoe  of  fmit 
than  was  ererkaovn  at  any  antecedent  period. 
Bir,  the  fruit  aloae,  in  maay^  parts  of  North  Car- 
olioa,  if  it  had  been  saved  and  eoaverted  into 
brsadf,  Toald,  in  my  judgtoeat,  have  yielded  a 
ffMatar  ranane  than  has  be»  yieldea  in  that 
quarter  hj  the  diiitillacioB,  both  of  gmin  aad  fivtt, 
Bodar  the  lopmdded  aad  ahneet  prahibitorr  da- 
i«eaofl81& 

The  eommiltea  nenr  propose  to  repeal  tbe  law 
mposiag  a  duty  ob  dimneo  spiritv^nd  to  doable 
the  dotr  oa  Iteenees  to  distillers.  If  the  measare 
aborid  M  aarried,  the  dotr  will  amoaat  to  abont 
tweatjr  eeata  oa  eaeh  goUioa.  This  eannet  be  a 
saffieieat  rednetion  of  the  tax.  Ii  is  indeed  alle- 
Tiatiog  the  bvrdens  imposed  by  the  neeessity  of 
the  war  with  a  reageaaoe  j  for  twenty  cents,  ia 
tiBM  of  peace,  is  as  great  a  doty,  as  thirty  cents 
to  ■  stale  of  war.  In  war,  rery  few  tmpertaiioos 
of  foreign  liquors  can  take  place.  Tlw  distillers 
af  domestic  spirits  have  then  a  monopoly  of  the 
BMrket ;  whereas  in  lime  of  peace  they  are  obltged 
to  strng^e  with  competition  from  abroad.  I  ap- 
peal to  the  experimental  knowledge  of  commer- 
cial gantlemcn  to  snppert  the  truth  of  the  position, 
■ad  am  coaSdeat  that  I  shall  aot  be  aaswercd  io 
tbe  aegatirc.  Besides,  if  yon  eratemplate  no 
greater  redae^  than  tint  proposed  by  the  com' 
mitxee,  you  eoafliet  with  tbe  pdicy  which  oar 
Qorerament  attnonneed  to  the  world  it  was  ready 
to  pursue.  The  President  has  recommended  the 
propriety  of  eneoaraging  domestte  raaattfaeiures. 
eitlrer  by  laying  a  protectioc  daty  on  fbrriga  im- 
portations, or  by  repealing  that  on  domestic  arti- 
ataa.  Accordingly,  we  hare  foaod  it  proposed  by 
the  committee  to  repeat  all  the  duties  on  domestic 
nanafaetares.  Net  only  so,  but  to  red  ace  tbe 
eastoBKB  more  than  one-half;  thedireettaKtoooe- 
hatf;  aad  to  repeal  entirely  the  daty  oafurailore, 
and  some  other  articles ;  tnit  the  duty  en  domes- 
tie  diaiilled  spirits  is  propoeed  to  be  redeoed  not 
OMre  ihaa  a  third.  Can  it.  I  would  ask,  be  jost 
or  reasonable,  that  all  other  daties  should  be 
greatly  reduced,  or  eatircljr  repealed,  except  that 
•a  domesiie  di«illed  spirits  9  Why  ihoald  it  aot 
beeaeoDfaged,as  well  as  (hemaaunetafeofaay 
•ther  article  1  It  ia  as  neeessarT;  to  give  us  eom- 
weie  independence  of  foreign  aatioos,  as  any  other 
kiad  of  mannfactore.  I  trnst,  sir,  that  the*  just, 
<4<u),  and  magnanimous  spirit  which  induces  us 
to  allertate  the  burdens  of  the  war,  will  not,  can- 
Mt  fail  to  direct  as  oa  this  occasion,  to  an  eolight- 
<»ed  and  upright  policy.  Such  a  policy  as  our 
WBstinents,  in  every  quarter,  and  of  every  pro- 
fessioo,  may  expect  at  our  hands. 

U  Kuother  point  of  view  this  tax  is  impolitic. 
If  it  does  not,  on  account  of  its  excess,  prohibit 
tbe  nattufaciure  of  domestic  spirits,  it  will,  at 
leut,  cause  the  people  to  look  out  for  expedients 

evade  ibe  law,  and  will,  thereby,  be  iojarioos, 
*ot  only  to  tbe  rercoue,  but  to  the  morals  of  the 
*MBtry.  Tbe  argnmeata  bon  all  aidet  of  the 
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Honse^  io  favor  of  reducing  the  customs,  wcse 
bottomed  on  the  supposition  tiuit  tbey  would  be 
evaded.  The  geatleman  from  Massachusctls, 
(Mr.  PiOKBaino,}  said,  ttw  other  day,  that  bat 
one  of  tbe  excessive  duties  growing  out  of  the 
arar  had  been  enforced.  Our  merchants  knew  not 
how  to  smu^e.  Now,  if  the  moobaats  were 
thus  honest  and  uprisht  before  those  burdens 
were  laid  on  them,  wiH  not  ilie  same  aigumeat 
apfdy  with  e|qaal  force  to  the  distiller  ?  ICxoct- 
sire  taxes  will  ever  prodaae  amuggling  and  eva- 
sion ;  but  vriien  moderate  and  equal,  they  acver 
have  that  teadeaey.  I  have  heard  that  tttstUtei^ 
would,  uader  the  eoormous  duties  of  1S16,  ran 
their  spirilB  to  fourth  proof;  that  tbey  wonu  re- 
tara  onljr  this  to  the  collector,  aad  then  bring  it 
down  with  water  to  tbe  usual  strength  of  sale* 
able  spirits.  Though  this  act  eoald  not  be  eaUad 
a  violation  of  the  Uw,  it  may  yet  be  an  evaaien 
of  that  duty  which  the  Qorerament  expeeled  to 
nceive ;  whereas,  if  tbe  doty^  had  been  lese,  the 
distillers  would  hare  run  their  spirits  to  the  usual 
strength,  have  given  an  accoaat  of  it  to  the  col- 
lector, and  would  have  raid  on  it  agreater  amoaat 
of  revenue,  than  they  did  when  the  duty  was  so 
high  as  to  make  them  think  of  evading  it ;  eay, 
when  they  were  almost  compiled  to  evade  it. 
Tliere  is,  in  fine,  a  certain  point  ia  the  taxatioa 
of  every  object  to  which  you  may  go,  aad  beyond 
which  you  cannot  gas  with  any  hope  of  atq^nirat- 
iag  your  revenue.  If  a  ux  shall  have  cone  ha- 
yond  that  point,  the  people  will  see  aad  leal  that 
the  hand  of  Qovernment  is  upon  them,  and,  by  a 
species  of  reaction,  natural  and  inevitable,  tbay 
will  cttfaer  oppose  or  evade  the  pressure.  ThajC 
tbe  tax  on  stills  has  been  much  too  high,  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe,  from  the  siuJler  numhar 
eiBpioyad,  and  the  less  quantity  ot  sptriu  dutil- 
led  than  would  have  been  if  toe  daty  had  haan 
moderaM. 

Thus  far,  sir,  as  to  the  amauot  of  the  tax.  - 1 
thiak  it,  however,  objeotioaable  on  the  aooiw  of 
inequality  in  its  operation.  It 'may  be  fadd  down 
as  a  rule,  as  a  principle  the  most  ooasisteat  with 
oar  Government,  that  all  taxes  akould  be  equal  in 
their  opeiaiion;  bat  this  tax  wiU  vio^e  that 
rale,  aad  operate  with  aa  exiieme  and  ioocdinaie 
weflsore  on  partieolar  seetioai  of  the  coaatry. 
In  a  graia^rowing  ewutryi  or  one  ptodiicii^  or- 
chards, remotely  situalea  fram  iMrfcei,  apiiilB 
may  be  mlled  ihe  staple  commodity.  It  is,  tlUa, 
aitreaaely  imeqoal  to  impose  a  tax  oa  this  staato 
almost  prohibitory  of  it«  nrodaciioa.  You  might, 
with  as  much  propriety,  lay  an  cxorhiiaat  duty  on 
the  tobacco  of  Viirguiia,  or  the  cotton  of  South 
Garoliaa  and  Qeorgn,  as  on  the  whiakey  pro- 
duced in  other  sections  of  the  country.  But  gen- 
tlemea  have  said  it  is  impossible  to  devise  a  tax 
which  will  not  a|>erate  unequally.  That  ia  order 
to  remedy  this  you  must  impose  various  taxaa; 
that  as  some  will  operate  unequally  on  this,  and 
some  00  that  section  of  the  country,  it  nuy  be 
fairly  concluded  that  a  general  equality  will  be 
the  resulL  Bat  if  the  argameat  is  eorrcst  in 
priaeiple,  it  is  far  from  being  supported  by  the 
poMiicaof  thaHoasb  ThtaalttaKiaeoBtianed, 
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^Uiongh  it  is  the  most  immoper  of  all  objects  of 
indirect  lantion.  On  whom  does  it  operate? 
Cenualy  od  the  interior  of  tlie  conoirjr.  A  di- 
rect lu  of  three  millieos  is  to  be  continued,  not- 
witbsiandioj^  it  also  operates  most  oppressively 
on  the  iotenor.  Bat  the  faraitnre  tax,  which  op- 
erates on  oar  seaboard  and  onr  towns,  and  whiea, 
therefore,  according  to  the  argament  of  geatle- 
meo,  is  necessary  to  prodaee  equality,  is  proposed 
to  be  repelled.  If  to  these  iastaoces  be  add«]  the 
still  tax,  that  unequal  pressure  on  ibe  Interior  of 
the  country  of  which  we  complain  will  be  in* ; 
creased,  and  the  grieranoe  can  be  lessened  only 
by  reducing  the  tax. 

Another  cbjeeiioo  as  to  the  inequality  of  the 
tax  grows  oat  of  the  manner  ia  which  it  is  to  be 
laid,  to  wit:  en  the  capacity  of  the  still,  and  not 
on  the  quantit)[  of  spirits  distilled,  bv  which  the 
doty  is  oppressire  in  some  parts,  and  is  scarcely 
iUt  in  others.  Owing  to  a  peenliar  stmctare  of 
the  stills  in  a  certain  section  of  the  eonntry,  the 
distillers  can,  in  tweaty<foar  hoars,  make  aeven  or 
eight  times  the  quantity  they  are  enaUed  to  make 
in  other  sections.  By  this  means  the  former  class 
have  greatly  the  advantage  over  the  tatter,  while 
the  latter  may  have  performed  as  much  labor,  and 
been  at  as  great  an  expense  as  the  former.  Does 
it,  then,  seem  right  or  just  that  not  only  the  cot- 
ton and  tobacco  planter  should  have  toe  advan- 
tage over  the  distiller,  but  that  one  distiller  ahoald 
have  the  advantage  over  aooiherl  For  my  part, 
I  cannot  think  it  is ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  evi- 
dently more  just  and  proper  that  the  duty  should 
be  on  the  ouaolity.  Then,  he  who  makes  one 
hundred  gallons  per  day,  will  pay  ten  times  as 
much  tax  as  he  who  makes  only  ten  gallons  per 
day }  and  certainly  he  shoald  do  so,  beeaese  the 
expense  of  making  a  hundred  gallons  is  not  ten 
times  aa  great  as  the  expense  of  oukiog  only  ten 
gallons.  In  a  direct  proportion,  therefore,  he  is 
more  able  to  pay  ten  times  the  ux.  In  confirma- 
tion of  this,  let  me  ask,  what  is  the  principle  ani- 
versally  aimed  at  in  the  levying  and  collecting  of 
all  oar  taxes?  It  is,  thai  each  individual  should 
contribute  revenoeto  the  Government,  in  propor- 
tion to  bis  pecaniary  means  or  ability  to  do  so. 
Land,  for  iostanee,  ten  times  more  fertile  and 
]|rodnctive  than  other  land,  is  required  to  pay  ten 
times  the  tax.  The  product  of  the  soil,  in  this 
case,  eonstitntes  ihe  ability  of  the  landholder  to 
contribute  to  Ghiveromeot.  Whjr,  then,  shoald 
not  the  same  criteriou  be  adopted  in  regard  to  the 
distiller,  from  the  product  of  his  still,  and  the  sales 
of  a|Mrits  which  he  makes,  (and  the  one  uipposi- 
tioit  ncceasarily  includes  the  other,)  we  may  as 
fairlr  judge  of  his  ability  aa  of  the  ability  of  ihe 
landholder.  I  ahoald,  therefore,  hope  that  the 
Honse  would  subject  stills  to  the  operation  of  the 
same  equal  and  impartial  rales  as  other  objects  of 
taxation  are  mbjected  to;  that  they  alone  would 
not  be  an  exception  to  the  i^neral  principles  ob- 
served in  the  system  of  revenne  which  is  proposed 
to  be  a'Jopted. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  reasons  which  have  sug- 
gested  this  mode  to  the  committee.  They  have 
thongbt  that  it  wonld  prevent  abases  and  evauons 
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of  the  law  ;  Iwt  I  am  nnabte  to  perceive  the  force 
of  aach  argument.  A  man  disposed  to  cheat  the 
Qoverament  cannot  be  made  hooeat  and  apright 
by  the  proviaiona  and  penalties  of  law,  however 
circumspect  and  vindieatwy  tfaejr  may  be.  The 
sanguinary  code  of  Great  Briiaia  baa  not  yet 
been,  and  never  will  be,  saflScient  to  restrain  of- 
fender*. A  duhonest  man,  who  enters  his  attU 
for  two  weeks  or  one  month,  wheo  the  daiy  ia  on 
the  capacity,  can  work  it  lor  six  weeks  or  two 
months  with  nearly  as  much  ease  as  he  could 
practise  the  deception  of  roaainff  spirits  to  fearth 
proof  and  bringing  it  down  with  water;  or,  as  he 
could  commit  the  fraud  of  making  two  ibooaand 
gallons  and  retnming  only  one  tbouaaad  to  the 
collector,  wheo  the  duty  was  on  Ihe  quantity  dis- 
tilled I  caunot,  therefore,  feel  the  force  of  the 
ailment  offered  by  the  committee.  On  the  con- 
trary,  I  think  it  beuer  to  make  laws  so  easy  and 
agreeable  to  the  people  that  no  iadncenieols  to 
transpesa  then  will  be  afibrded,  tbmm  to  mim  at 
preventing  violations  by  rigorons  enactments. 

A  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  atUl  is  i^jurioos 
in  another  respect.  One  great  advantage  lUwitya 
to  be  derived  from  distillation  Is  the  support  of 
stock.  Some  men,  of  experience  and  economy, 
have  estimated  that  for  every  five  busbeU  of 

?;rain  worked  daily,  thirty  head  of  atwk  could  be 
ed.  Upon  trial,  this  is  found  to  be  so  great  a 
benefit,  that  many  distillers  continue  their  opera- 
tions more  for  the  advantage  of  their  stock  than 
for  the  profits  of  their  whiskey.  When  the  duty 
is  on  the  capacity,  they  are  forced  to  use  great 
and  waBtefui  exertions,  and  of  course  they  are 
deprived  of  considerable  advantage  in  that  wa^; 
whereas,  wtwn  the  duty  is  en  the  quantity  dis- 
tilled, thejr  may  opnate  at  leisare,  Mwordiog  as 
they  find  it  to  their  interest}  and  at  certain  times, 
when  the  season  does  not  suit,  when  it  is  too  wacaa 
or  too  cold,  they  may  stop  altogether. 

In  short,  sir,  there  is  a  repugnance  in  tbe  mind 
of  the  commnnity  against  employing  their  stiJIs 
by  the  capacity.   The  people  see  that  a  certaia 
duty  imposed  on  the  capacity,  operates  partially  ; 
that  if  applied  to  the  gallon,  it  would  be  mare 
convenient  to  them,  and  more  profitable  to  the 
Qovernment.  Aii  evidence  of  this  has  lately 
occurred  in  Virginia ;  a  gentleman  from  that 
State  has  iavored  me  with  the  sight  of  a  oonm»' 
nication  received  from  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict he  represents.   It  is  stated  in  the  eommor 
nication,  that  of  near  seven  hundred  stills  which 
had  been  entered  on  his  books,  not  more  than 
about  sixty  had  uken  Ueenaes.  This  proves  ia- 
dispuubly  tbe  point  for  which  I  contend,  that 
there  is  a  repugnance  in  the  mind  of  the  comnn- 
nity  against  the  tax  in  that  modb  Is  it  not,  tbe;n- 
fore,  the  duty  and  the  policy  of  the  Legislature  to 
make  laws  agreeable  to  tbe  people,  espeoiaUr 
when  those  laws,  formed  and  fashioned  to  the  wiO 
of  the  people,  are  not  liltely  to  be  less  produfltin 
of  revenue  to  the  Qovernment  t   It  is  the  node, 
and  not  so  much  the  amount  of  taxation,  that 
renders  it  at  any  time  odious  and  unaccepubie  ^ 
tbe  people.  But  gentlemen  have  eaid,  tfi*^,Y  ' 
you  do  not  lay  the  lax  on  the  capacity  of  the  siiUi 
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joa  mto^t  either  sabject  the  eitizens  to  domicil- 
iary risits,  or  require  them  to  make  returos  upon 
oath  of  ibe  qaaotiljr  of  spirits  thejr  hare  distit[«d. 
Bat  wilt  a  duly  on  licenses  wholly  remedy  the 
evil,  if  it  is  one,  of  which  you  hare  such  fears? 
No,  I  apprehend  not.  How  did  you  ascertain 
the  camieity  of  stills  under  the  law  of  ISIS;  if 
yonr  offieera  did  not  visit  the  houses  of  citizens, 
or  if  the  latter  were  not  permitted  to  stale  the 
capacity  on  oath?  It  is  a  fact  coming  within 
my  owD  knowledge,  that  under  the  law  of  1813 
domfciliary  Ttsits  were  made  by  the  collectors 
or  their  depmies— the  people  did  not  complain 
<tf  thia,  bot  of  th«  ineonTenteoce  to  which  they 
were  salfieeted  io  not  being  permiitrd  to  use  tbeir 
stilb  at  leisure  by  the  galfon.  Contrast  the  two 
objections,  that  of  domiciliary  Tisiia,  and  that 
oi  their  cooTeoieQce  just  alluded  to,  and  my 
word  for  it  the  people  will  choose  the  former. 
These  Tnits  are  not  so  frightful  as  gentlemen 
would  tmagiae.  The  collector,  when  not  the 
messenger  of  an  oppressive  law,  will  be  received 
Mm  M.  visiting  acquaintance  or  friend,  more  than  as 
a  persoo  to  whom  odium  should  attach. 
But,  sir,  yon  have  already  acted  on  both  the 

Sriaeiples  of  which  you  are  now  so  fearful.  Uo- 
er  the  lawsof  1813domicillary  visits  were  made; 
by  the  law  of  1814,  distillers  were  required  to 
keep  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  spirits  they 
had'  distilled,  and  to  verify  or  return  the  same 
upon  oath.  Why  then  should  we  at  this  time 
be  so  apprehensive  of  those  which  have  hereto* 
fore  been  ia  use  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  see  as 
nneh  necessity  for  their  coniinuaoee  as  for  their 
original  adoption. 

But  farther,  sir,  I  should  have  no  objection 
agaia»t  kllowtng  the  citizens  to  make  their  returns 
Vf  a  simple  statement  or  declaration — upon  such 
BMtements  you  collect  evidence  for  equalizing 
the  direct  tax.   The  assessors  did  not  visit  the 
houses  of  the  citizens  io  one  case  oat  of  twenty, 
and  1  have  never  heard  of  attempts  to  evade  the 
law  i  on  the  contrary,  tbere  is  a  principle  in  hu- 
man nature  always  to  respect  and  reverence  a 
confidence  which  has  been  liberally  reposed. 
Laws  which  are  tedious  in  detail,  watchrul  and 
vindictive  in  tbeir  provisions,  almost  Decessarily 
address  themselves  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  evil- 
minded  and  ezcke  ft  wish  to  evade  them.  So- 
lon laid  down  the  principle,  that  in  order  to 
trevent  certain  o^ees,  it  was  better  not  to  enact 
wwa  against  them,  because,  as  he  maintained, 
thoae  htws  would  only  remind  bis  fellow'cittzens 
•rf  the  crimes  which  he  ^ad  thus  silently  de- 
Bonaeed  and  effeetoally  prohibited.  In  like  mao- 
ter,sir,  1  would  not  remind  our  fellow-citizens  of 
the  possibility  of  swearing  falsely  by  the  multiply- 
it^  oaths  00  every  occasion— let  us  trust  to  their 
justice  and  tbeir  generosity.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
■ot  indeed  without  assurance,  that  our  confidence 
will  not  be  misplaced.    An  individual  who 
makes  his  return  by  a  simple  statement  will  feel 
ibat  be  is  called  upon  by  every  noble  principle 
•f  bis  nature  to  declare  the  truth — he  wilt  see 
that  ibis  Government  has  generously  reposed  in 
him  a  etrnfldence,  which  his  pride  as  a  citizen, 
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and  his  conscience  as  a  man,  cannot  fail  to  reci- 
procate fully  and  sincerely.  Believe  me,  sir, 
that  any  roan  who,  under  such  circumstances, 
would  slate  falsely,  would  not  be  much  too  good 
to  swear  falsely  or  to  violate  any  otber  law  which 
yoa  can  possibly  make.  If,  however,  gentlemen 
should  think  it  better  to  require  returns  to  be 
made  upon  oath,  I  am  willing  to  the  measure. 
Only  accommodate  your  laws  to  the  convenience 
of  the  people,  and  I  shall  be  satisfied.  In  doing 
which  it  may  be  coosidered  a  rule,  liable  to  very 
few  exceptions,  that  the  same  degree  of  rigor 
necessary  to  prevent  violations  of  ine  law  whm 
the  doty  is  imposed  on  the  gallon,  will  also  be 
necessary  to  prevent  violations  wbeu  the  duty 
is  on  the  capacity.  If  the  tatter  mode  of  laxft- 
tion  should  he  preferred,  your  laws,  I  think,  must 
be  as  rigorous,  as  circumspect,  and  as  offensive 
to  the  people,  in  order  to  obdtruet  abuses  and 
evasioDs,as  if  the  former  mode  were  to  be  adopted. 

The  last  part  of  my  proposition  is,  that  there 
should  be  a  distiDCiion  between  the  tax  on  the 
distillation  of  spirits  from  ibe  material  of  fruit, 
and  that  on  ibe  distillation  of  spirits  from  the 
material  of  ^rain.  This  I  should  think  requires 
no  confirmation,  as  the  propriety  of  li  mu^t  be  ob- 
vious. The  reasons  are :  first,  thai  grain  is  a  ne- 
cessary of  life,  and  it  may  sometimes  happen,  even 
in  the  most  plentiful  country,  that  this  article  will 
be  scarce — hence  no  one  wilt  doubt  but  that  as 
little  of  it  as  pos.'sibte  should  he  consumed  by  dis* 
lillalion.  If  then  ibe  difference  whieb  I  propose 
should  be  adopted,  it  will  have  a  tendeocy  to 

{iromote  the  distillation  of  less  grain  and  more 
ruit. 

Id  the  second  place,  grain  is  a  necessary  of 
life  ;  but  when  converted  into  spirits  it  becomes 
a  luxury.  Fruit,  on  the  other  bandj  is  not  a  ne- 
cessary of  life,  and  when  distilled  it  is  the  con- 
verting of  one  luxury  into  another.  It  would 
then  seem  an  object  worthy  of  legislative  atten- 
tion, so  to  provide  by  law  that  an  article  of  ne- 
cessity should  not  be  converted  into  a  luxury, 
when  it  is  practicable  to  produce  the  latter,  by  the 
conversion  of  one  luxury  iato  another. 

Id  the  third  place,  if  grain  is  not  distilled  it  is 
an  article  which  may  be  preserved.  It  may  he 
applied  to  the  various  purposes  of  life  not  neces- 
sary now  to  be  mentioned  j  or  if  not  used  by  the 
grower,  it  may  always  be  disposed  of  for  a  value 
at  least  eqaivaletu  to  the  toil  of  prodoeing  it. 
Fruit,  on  the  contrary,  is  an  article  which  can- 
not l>e  kept.  If  not  distilled  within  a  short  and 
given  time  it  will  perish,  and  we  lose  so  much 
of  tbe  produee  of  our  lands  and  profiu  of  our 
labor,  lu  proportion  then  as  fruit  is  more  per- 
ishable than  grain,  in  the  same  proportion  let  it 
he  more  praetipable  and  easy  to  distil  tbe  form«r 
than  tbe  latter. 

The  propriety  of  ihe  distinction,  in  the  fourth 
place,  appears  to  be  enforced  by  a  consideration 
of  more  weight  than  any  yet  mentioned.  Who, 
sir,  are  the  persons  that  generally  distil  brandy  ? 
Are  they  men  of  tbe  greatest  wealth,  or  the 
less  opulent  portion  of  the  community?  I  an- 
iwer  that  they  are  generally  of  the  latter  elas»— 
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nen  who  live  oo  poor  lands  mud  who  derive  much 
of  their  subsistence  from  the  profit  of  their  or- 
chards. Tbejrare  not  caUiTators  of  fertile  lands 
producing  rice,  corn,  or  tobacco,  but  high,  arid, 
and  thio  soils,  which  yield  a  greater  profit  from 
orchards  than  ao)[thing  else  in  which  tney  can  be 
planted.  Now,  sir,  if  you  make  oo  difference  ia 
the  duty,  you  confine  or  limit  the  business  of  dis- 
tilling almost  exclusively  to  one  class  of  citizens. 
Those  who  distil  whiwey  are  generally  men 
somewhat  advanced  as  to  property,  &c.  They 
have  such  command  of  the  products  of  the  coua< 
try  t^at  they  oan  at  any  time  purchase  grain  for 
tbeir  distilleries,  whatever  be  the  price  or  scarcity 
of  th«  article,  and  can  also  at  any  time  pay  the 
tax  to  OoTernmeal.  Baity  possessed  of  wealth, 
^ey  cm  shield  thcmselrcs  against  any  grievance 
or  oppression  to  which  by  tnc  operatmn  of  your 
laws  they  might  otherwise  be  so^ected.  Bnt 
with  regard  to  froit,  although  the  rich  have  or- 
chards, yet  the  poor  have  them  also,  and,  when 
productive,  the  most  indigent  man  in  the  com* 
muaiiy  can  hare  a  little  brandy  to  exchange  for 
such  articles  of  subsistence  as  he  may  want.  By 
adopting  then  the  disiioction  which  I  propose, 
you  consult  the  interest,  not  of  the  wealthy  or  Indi- 
gent alone,  but  of  both  together,  whereas,  when 
there  is  no  distinction,  you  consult  more  the  in- 
terest of  the  former  aim  disparage  that  of  the 
latter. 

It  has  in  the  last  place  been  laid  down  .as  the 
most  correct  principle  of  policy  io  a  course  of 
legislation,  that  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
pm>r  should  he  the  objecla-of  chief  concern  ;  for 
this  plain  reason,  that  the  rich  can  always  uke 
care  of  themselves.  But,  sir,  as  my  propositioo 
does  not  contemplate  any  partial  or  exdosire 
advantage  to  either,  but  a  common  bene$t  to 
both,  I  hope  it  will  meet  with  the  general  support 
oflbe  House. 

Bir  Yascey  Dsade  a  speech  of  some  length  io 
sopport  of  Mr.  Wii^uahs's  motion;  and  against 
it  Mr.  InoBAM  and  Mr.  Bobnside. 

Mr.  HAaoiM  preferred  the  ameodment  to  the 
original  proposition,  though  desiring  a  different 
modification. 

Mr.  Williams's  motion  vas  negatived  by  a 
lante  msjority. 

Mr.  Tamcbt  successively  moved  two  amend- 
g.wttC'STing  nearly  the  same  object  as  that  of 
Mr.  WILL1ABI9,)  which  were  negatived,  by  ma- 
jorities of  20  or  30  votes. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  strike  ont  of  the 
onginal  resolution  the  words  "one  hundred," 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  '''fifty,"  so  as  to  re- 
duce one-half  the  prop(»ted  addition  to  the  oftpa> 
city  tax. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Imobah  the  Conunittee  rose, 
repfffted  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Thubboat,  February  8. 
Mr.  CoNoicT  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
maoofaciorers  of  woollen  goods  in  the  Slates  of 
Hew  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  pray- 
ing that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  by  Con- 


gress as  will  afford  to  them,  and  others  engaged 
in  similar  manafactures,  the  security  and  eoeout- 
agemeot  necessary  to  a  continuance  of  their  la- 
bors.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commetoe 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McLbak,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  lesolutioo 
of  the  General  Af«embly  of  the  Slate  of  Ohio, 
respecting  the  settlers  on  reserved  lands  within 
said  State. — Refeired  to  the.  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Yahoet,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  btU  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parish; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.RoBEBTSON  reported  a  billeonflrming  pre- 
emption rights  given  on  the  purchase  of  lands,ta 
certain  settlers  in  the  Bute  of  Louiaiaoa,  Md 
Territories  of  Missouri  and  lUinoia ;  which  WW 
read  twice,  and  committed  torn  Cominittee  of  (he 
Whole. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  taat  it  was  inexpedient 
to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  for  the  remaval 
of  the  district  court,  of  the  District  of  Maine, 
from  the  place  where  it  is  now  held.— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cashon  laid  befou  the  House  a  resololion 
of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  requesting  that 
the  collection  of  the  direct  tax  «  the  present  year 
may  be  delayed  wholly,  or  in  part,  to  the  next  or 
a  subsequent  year;  and  also  a  resolution  reject- 
ing the  amendments  proposed  to  the  Constitution 
ortbe  United  Sutes  by  the  8ut«>  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  befon  the  House  the  annu- 
al report  of  the  Commiasieners  of  the  Sinlting 
Fund. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  InoaaM.  the  Seicretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  requested  to  lay  before  the  House 
a  statement  of  the  valuation  of  lands,  ^c,  under 
the  direct  tax. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  billsof  the  folio wii)| 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  providing  for  the  settle- 
ment of  certain  accounts  against  the  Library  of 
Congress,  and  for  establishing  the  salhry  of  liie 
Librarian;"  and  "An  act  concerning  oeruio 
courts  of  the  United  Stales  in  the  State  of  New 
York;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concnrreoce 
of  this  Bouse, 

THE  RETENnE. 

The  House  resumed  the  coosidecaiion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Wajra  and  Maaa^oa 
the  revenue. 

The  propositioo  to  auiend  the  resolve  respeel- 
iog  the  whiskey  lax,  by  ledueii^  the  proposed 
addition  of  100  per  cent,  on  the  capacity  of  the 
still  to  50  per  cent.,  was  further  debated  at  muck 
length;  supported  by  Messrs.  Canhoh,  Tai;l. 
Thboop,  Roaa,  McKbe,  and  Yahoby. 

Mr.  Taol  observed,  that  he  bad  not  expeoied 
to  have  participated  in  the  debate  on  the  subject 
now  before  the  House.  He  was  admonishw^  by 
his  want  of  parliamentary  experience,  to  be  silent. 
Instead  of  attempting  to  lecture  others,  iie  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  receive  from  them  toe  lessons 
of  wisdom  and  experience.  In  adtwtiog  to  the 
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TMwIiiiloB  ib«  fnrmed  b*  btd  tlmdir  <b«  hoped) 
tmfCed  much.  To  bo  aKaiber«r  tbli  House  had 
Be  lisleBod  whh  more  pleasare  m»  well  as  profit, 
thBD  the  hoDOfftMe  guiltmaD  from  3ouih  Caro- 
lioa,  at  the  bead  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad 
M«»iiB.  Thwlgh  be  had  the  htubetit  confidenee 
im  the  opintotia  awl  riews  of  thai  gentleman,  and 
tike  members  eemposittg  the  eommittee,  he  be- 
lieved that  on  this  partiealar  sabjeet  they  were  id 
■D  error;  md, belienng so,  he  should  bean  no* 
Mthfiil  poblic  swrraBt,  were  he  to  he  silent, 
^koald  turesotaiioB  as  reported  by  the  eommit- 
tee foe  vdoMed,  scrioDS  iajwry  -will  be  iaflieted 
«pen  the  weeteni  eomitry  ffeaeraUy,  without 
a  coamervafliBg  beacit  le  tne  renane  of  the 
covairy. 

We  are  ia  Oommitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
siMe  «r  the  urtion ;  aad  when  thus  In  eommittee, 
it  se«»  to  be  ^  fiubion  for  genriemea  to  «• 
preaa  Aeir  Of^ien  of  ibe  past,  at  well  as  tbeir 
views  of  tbe  prtseot,  ud  what  oa^t  to  be  the 
iWtvre  eonne  of  poliey  to  be  paraaed  ia  this 
MtioD. 

I  do  not  pvrpeee  followiog  the  example  which 
hu  becQ  set.  I  will  only  obserre,  that  my  oppo- 
sitioB  to  the  reaoiutLon  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
mrnd  Means.  4oc8  not  ^oeeed  from  a  want  of  eoa- 
fidenee  in  tne  Admfinisiratioo.  The  Admtnistra- 
tioB  has  bad,  and  still  has  my  eonfldenee.  it  has 
reeciTed  niy  snpport  to  the  extent  of  my  feeUe 
■btliUcs.  This  eoaniry  has  contracted  a  rery 
eoMiderable  debt  in  Hsertiog  its  jost  rights. 
Tike  revenae  of  the  country  should  be  <qual,'in 
time  of  peace,  to  the  demands  against  it.  I  for 
OM  am  decidedly  in  faror  of  raising  this  reremie ; 
'bot  I  may  dffler  with  otber  gentlemen,  as  to  the 
proper  aobjeets  ti  wmiioB ;  aad  when  we  agree 
«s  to  Ibe  snbjeeu  of  taiatien,  we  may  diHer  as 
to  (Jw  anonBt.  Saeh  is  the  oii^  as  to  the  tax 
pnpmtd  on  -JiecBiea  to  distillers.  The  amoant 
Tceemmnded  by  the  eanunittee  to  be  eontiooed, 
is  in  my  opiaioQ  too  high.  While  I  agree  in  the 
geoetal  with  geuttctten  oa  thfeiddettf  tbe  Hoose, 
I  ffliut  be  permitted  to  enter  my  protest  against 
some  of  the  ^(ijects  I  hare  heard  reeommeoded. 

The  hboorauiB  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  iNOHiiM)  to  whom  the  de- 
fence of  this  braaeh  of  the  report  seems  to  hare 
been  eommitted,  in  the  remarks  made  by  him 
last  erening^ofaeerved  that  heeirpected  the  mem- 
bers of  this  none  to  haTe  communicated  the  lo- 
cal infbrmation  which  fhey  possessed  in  relation 
to  the  particular  subject  now  under  consideration, 
i  thaor  the  gentlemaUj  sir,  for  this  remark.  At 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constilatioa  of 
the  Uaited  States,  one  of  the  most  promioent  ob- 
jections against  it,  was,  that  the  people  would 
not  be  soffiotently  represented,  particularly  in 
laTing  taxes.  Gcndemeo  may  talk  of  voting  and 
taking  that  coarse  which  tbeir  judgment  dictates ; 
bat  the  first  principles  of  poliiical  science  teach 
me  to  look  to  the  situation,  the  wants,  the  feel- 
ifigs,  and  wishes  of  the  people  I  represent.  Sir, 
it  IS  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  jnst  conclusions 
lit  l4;1slatire  deliberations  wttbottt  adhering  to 
those  p^eiples. 
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If  one  of  the  foreign  toarbts  or  joarnalists  who 
travel  through  vour  country  for  the  purpose  of 
abasing  it,  had  been  in  your  gallery  last  evening 
and  heard  gentlemen  narrating  the  various  shilts 
and  devices  whieh  they  had  understood  Had  baea 
resorted  to,  to  erade  the  particalar  tax  in  qnes- 
tioo,  he  woold  bare  been  much  graiified.  He 
wonM  hare  Battered  himself  that  he  had  co&cla- 
sire  evidence  of  everything  that  had  been  said  or 
written  to  thedisadrantage  of  this  eouoiry— Hhat 
our  patriotism  was  idle  rant,  nothing  of  reality 
about  it.  Sir,  unwise  revenue  taws  will  be  eva- 
ded in  every  cotratry ;  it  is  no  reproach  upon  the 
people.  I  bare  no  idea,  however,  that  evasioas 
nare  taken  place  to  the  extent  whieh  sentlemea 
suppose.  *I^e  article  of  spirits  distilled  from  do- 
mestic materials  was  taxed  beyond  what  it  could 
bear  J  hence,  and  henee  only,  the  law  was  par- 
tially evaded.  The  tax  may  not  be  too  high  Id 
some  parts  of  the  United  States,  particularlv 
when  aistillaiioB  is  carried  ob  on  a  large  capital. 
The  eomnrittee  doabtless  labor  aoder  the  tmprea- 
sioo,  that  the  article  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  will  bear  the  tax ;  otherwise  I  am  confi- 
dent they  would  not  hare  recommended  it.  The 
local  information  sought  for  by  the  honoraUe 
member  before  alluded  to  (Mr.  InohaM)  most 
readily  will  I  imparl.  I  bare  no  hesitation  in 
stating  it  as  a  fhet,  tfaat  (he  heavy  tax  on  spirits 
had  the  effect  to  prostrate  nine  out  of  ten  of  the 
distillers  in  the  district  which  1  represent.  It  is 
impossible  for  the  manuhetiRer  to  sell  the  aniele 
for  as  mncb  money  as  will  pay  the  tax.  A  Beigh-  ' 
bor  of  mine  (a  distiller}  informed  me,  not  many 
days  previous  to  my  leering  home,  that  be  had 
on  band  nearly  the  whole  ofthe  spirits  manafae- 
tored  last  Winter  and  Spring.  He  had  paid  the 
tax  without  being  able  to  sell  for  money  as  much 
as  woold  par  the  one-twentieth  part  of  the  tax. 
This  is  not  tne  case  of  a  single  individual  obIV^ 
it  is  the  eaaeof  many,  if  not  most  of  thedistilnrs. 
Indeed  I  was  credibly  informed,  previous  to  my 
leaving  home,  that  the  largest  Itstillerjr  in  the 
district  would  not  go  iaio  operation  agam  ander 
the  ekistiag  nte  of  duties.  Levy  Ae  tax  eoa- 
templated,  and  it  is  certain  death  to  all  the  small 
di^tleries;  the  consequence  of  which  will  be  a 
loss  of  all  the  capital  invested  in  those  estkfatish- 
menta :  besides  the  great  loss  to  the  larmer  in  not 
being  able  to  convert  his  nirplns  grain  into  a  less 
butkj  article  for  importation,  ana  the  adrantage 
of  his  distilling  lo  bis  stock  or  cattle. 

It  Is  said,  that  the  distiller  has  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint ;  that  the  tax  is  paid  by  the  consumer.  Sir, 
It  is  true,  that  such  is  the  belief,  the  expectatiiHi 
of  mostjgentlemeB ;  and  the  tax  Is  laid  ander  that 
impression.  The  {naetical  result,  boweTer,pnires 
the  jaeorreetness  of  the  theory.  It  woold  be  cor- 
rect, 1  grant  yoo.  If  the  article  could  be  sold. 

It  is  also  contended,  that,  inasmuch  as  it  is  an 
article  of  loxury,  it  is  a  fit  subject  for  taxation. 
It  is  perhaps  not  necessary  to  controvert  the  policy 
of  the  tax  on  principle,  since  there  seems  such  a 
general,  I  may  say  almost  unanimous  determina- 
tion to  contiBue  it  ia  some  shape.  It  ought  to  be 
nieoUeeted,  however,  that  it  b  an  artiele  « loxary 
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ated  by  the  poor,  hy  the  yeomurf  of  the  eoao- 
try,  by  the  laborer. 

The  wealthy  part  of  the  cooatry  can  afford  to 
nsc  a  beverage  of  a  difiereot  quality.  Imported 
spiriis  and  the  juice  of  the  grape  are  theirs.  It 
has  always  been  deemed  politic  (o  tax  articles  of 
luxury,  Dot  because  they  were  sueb,  but  because 
they  were  used  by  those  whose  iueonie  wh  coo' 
siderable,  and  of  course  were  able  and  ought  to 
p«y. 

The  honorable  member  from  Louisiana  ^Mr. 
Robertson)  certaioly  misuoderstood  my  friend 
from  TeuDes^ee,  (Mr.  Canmoh,)  who  moved  the 
ameudmeol,  or  be  would  ont  nave  imputed  to 
him  bis  being  influeneed  by  narrow  views.  He 
seems  to  have  understood  the  gcnilemao  from 
Tennessee  as  opposing  the  tax,  solely  on  the 

E round  of  its  inequality.  Sir,  it  is  unequal, 
ighly  unequal,  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see has,  in  my  opinion,  clearly  demonstrated; 
and  this  inequality  ought  to  have  great  influence; 
but  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  opposed  it,  as 
I  do,  on  broader  ground.  It  is  not  coly  unequal, 
it  is  oppressive,  ruinous ;  tax  the  arlible  too  high, 
and  yon  prohibit  its  manufacture.  Your  revenue 
of  eourae  most  be  lost. 

I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  an  addition  of 
to  per  centum  oo  licenses  to  distillery  will  pro- 
duce nearly,  if  not  quite  aa  mneh  as  100  per  cent., 
and  I  believe  it  is  as  heavy  a  duly  as  the  article 
will  bear. 

But  the  gentlenuD  from  Louisiana  says,  that 
the  spirit  manufactured  in  the  Western  country 
is  exported  to  the  Orleans  market  and  sold  there. 
That  honorable  and  enlightened  gentleman  well 
knows  that  the  Orleans  market  is  a  very  precari- 
ous one;  that  spirits  distilled  from  grain  or  fruit 
is  a  dull  article  in  the  market  at  that  port,  as  is 
almost  every  other  article,  the  produce  of  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  iui.  This  most  be  the  case 
for  many  years  to  come.  Such  is  the  vast  extent 
of  fertile  country^  watered  by  the  tributary  streams 
of  the  Mississippi,  that  the  Orleana  market  is  gra- 
erally  glutted. 

I  do  not  pretend  tobareanytbioglike  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  averagepriec  of  whiskey,  brandy, 
Ac,  at  that  market,  but  1  doubt  very  much  if  an 
exporter  could  get  the  first  cost  of  the  article.  I 
am  well  convinced  that  the  exporution  of  this 
article  from  Kentucky,  since  the  increased  duty 
was  laid,  has  been  considered  a  bad  business. 

Sir,  Ibis  is  a  daU  subject ;  the  House  cannot  be 
tateruined  with  aDythtog  that  could  be  said. 
Our  opinion  on  estimating  the  amount  of  duty 
proper  to  be  levied  must  be  governed  by  pracu- 
cal  resjalis ;  a  detail  of  which  is  all  1  nave  at- 
tempted. 

Mr.  Tbboop  said,  that  the  inierest  his  consti- 
tuents had  in  (he  subject  in  debate,  made  it  his 
duly  to  submit  a  few  arguments  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee.  He  lamented,  that  ai  a 
period  when  we  were  left  calmly  to  consider  and 
adopt  such  measures  as  would  contribute  to  the 
weaJih  of  the  country,  repair  its  iBnaoces,  and  re- 
store its  credit,  the  productions  of  the  interior  of 
the  Northern  States  shoald  be  selected  as  the 


prey  of  a  system  of  revenue,  wkiefa,  in  every 
other  reBpect,  had  bis  entire  approbation  and  sap- 
port.  He  approved  of  that  system,  not  merely 
because  it  would  enable  the  Government  to  keep 
up  proper  military  and  naval  establishnents,  bnt 
because  it  would  produce  an  exiingaishment  of 
a  nalional  debt  in  a  short  period  of  time.  He 
should  vote  for  the  motion,  and  xbould  have  liked 
it  better  bad  it  been  to  reduce  the  increase  on  the 
capacity  of  stills  to  twenty-five  per  ccatn  aad 
would  have  been  better  pleased  with  ihebil^  bad 
it  proposed  to  leave  the  eapacity-ux  as  know  | 
stood.  He  should  not  vote  this  reduetioo  bccaasi 
be  was  opposed  to  a  tax  on  whiskey ;  he  tbougbt 
it  as  fit  a  subject  of  tsxation  as  anyibiog  pre- 
sented by  tbe  pursuits  of  the  country.  Our  coaa- 
try  at  present  affords  bnt  few  subjecu  for  interns! 
taxation,  and  none  which  operate  with  exact 
equality.  The  tax  on  whiskey  is  paid  by  tbe 
consumer,  and  the  consumption  is  so  univemsl 
that  he  thought  the  tax  would  operate  more 
equally  than  any  other  which  had  been  selected. 
But  while  he  was  willing  it  should  be  taxed,  all 
be  asked  was,  that  it  should  be  reasonable,  and 
not  so  heavy  as  to  suppress  the  business,  or  dis- 
treas  tbe  farmer.  He  spt^  of  the  prodootioaseT 
tbe  interior  of  the  Northern  8tat«  at  the  piey 
of  the  system,  for  these  reasona:  the  world  n 
now  at  peace,  ihe  inhabiunts  are  relieved  front 
that  desolating  warfare,  which,  for  a  long  period 
of  lime,  had  depressed  their  resources;  they 
would  now  return  to  their  agrieultural  paraiiita 
and  would  make  the  earth  yield  saffieieatof  all 
tbe  articles  of  provision  for  their  own  consnm^ 
lion,  and  that  of  their  eolontee.  The  produceof 
the  interior  of  the  Northern  State*  is  lyheat, 
corn,  and  other  grain,  which  go  to  market^ 
either  in  iheir  natural  stale,  or  as  pork  and  beef- 
While  war  continued  in  Europe,  a  deoiand  ww 
created  in  that  part  of  tbe  world  for  these  ait^ 
cles,  and  ibis  demand  raised  the  price  of  then 
sumeiently  high  to  bear  transportation.  The  io- 
terior  of  the  Northern  States  derived  their  wmIiI 
from  the  sale  of  their  surplus  produce  in  tU* 
manner.  But  by  the  peace  theae  resources  were 
cut  off;  their  productions  will  not  tear  traBt> 
portation  to  other  parts  of  the  Onited  Btawi^ 
where  there  is  a  deficit  of  those  articles.  What 
were  these  people  to  do?  They  cannot  raise  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  anid  sugar,  productions  of  the  Soaik- 
era  Slates,  which  bear  so  high  a  price,  and  enrich 
ihe  planter.  Their  climate  will  not  admit  oi  it; 
they  must  either  sink  into  poverty,  ur  turn  their 
produce  into  a  more  portable  as  well  as  marketa- 
ble form.  This  can  only  be  done  by  making  it 
into  whiskey.  A  high  tax  upon  whiskey  would 
not  tend  very  much  to  reduce  tbe  quantity  which 
will  be  made,  nor  will  it  operate  against  tbe  lane 
distiller.  On  the  contrary,  the  large  distiiiff 
would  profit  by  it.  He  would  extend  bis  bosiocH 
with  immenxe  profit,  for,  by  driving  tbe  small  dis- 
tiller from  tbe  business,  be  would  be  enabled  to 
regulate  the  price  both  of  the  article  mannfae- 
tured,  and  the  material  of  which  it  is  made. 
There  are  many  persons  engaged  in  that  bosiness 
of  small  capital^  say  two  or  three  thotyand  del- 
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Itn,  tnd  muijr  farmers  who  diiiil  the  sarplos 

firodoee  of  their  owd  farms.  The  small  mann- 
Botorers  and  fhrmers  were  driren  from  the  bosi- 
nm  ttie  heavy  duties  imposed  during  the  war, 
Slid  will  not  retarn  tn  it,  if  we  coatioue  a  besvy 
duty.  The  effect  wilt  be,  by  dririog  so  many 
parehasers  of  grain  from  the  market,  to  destroy 
eompeiiiton,  and  pariieularly  competition  be- 
tween credit  and  money,  snd  to  piace  the  farmer 
ia  (he  power  of  those  who  continue  the  business; 
tbe  tsiter  will  fix  the  market  |>riee  of  gjain,  and 
ask  what  ifaey  {^tease  for  (be  liquor.  -  The  small 
distiller  will  be  compelled  to  relinquish  the  busi- 
ness, becao>e  he  caooot  sell  his  production  for 
money  lo  meet  the  demands  of  the  tax-gatherer, 
which  will  amount  for  stills  in  ordinary  ose,  at 
the  proposed  rates  of  duty,  to  sereo  or  eight 
hood  red  dollars.  The  manufacturer  will  be  en- 
liehed,  hot  (he  ftnner  will  be  imporerished.  But 
it  is  said  ibai  a  system  of  taxatioo  is  a  system  of 
eofflpromlse,  sand,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  lay 
a  heary  duty  on  whiskey  to  eqaafize  the  other 
taxes  to  be  iimposed.  He  replied,  that  he  did  oot 
Mdersiand  how  that  reasoning  applied  to  this 
ease.  Tbe  objection  was  oot  to  a  lax.  but  (o  ao 
eaomous  and  oppressire  tax.  But  bow  was  this 
tax  to  conaierbslsnee  or  eqaalize  other  taxes? 
Do  we  not  pay  our  proportion  of  tbe  imposts? 
We  certainly  do  so  in  the  eonsumptrun  of  loreiga 
artteles.  Do  we  not  pay  our  share  of  the  duly 
OB  ri-fioed  8ug»r?  We  do.  Do  we  not  pay  our 
iftare  of  tbe  stamp  duty  1  I  tfatnk  we  do.  We 
may  not  hare  as  much  business  directly  with 
tuftks  as  ID  some  other  pans  of  tbe  country;  but 
tie  returns  of  that  source  of  revenue  show  that 
it  is  in  tbe  first  place  paid  in  tbe  great  mercantile 
^ces,  probably  by  merebants ;  and  there  can  be 
10  duUDt  but  it  is  added  to  the  price  of  tbe  goods 
those  mensbaois  sell.  Do  we  not  pay  our  part  of 
the  doty  on  sales  at  auction?  We  do;  for  this 
abo  is  paid  ia  the  first  place  by  merchants,  who 
add  what  they  pay  to  tbe  price  of  their  merchan- 
dise. Do  we  not  jwy  our  proportion  of  the  salt 
tax  ?  We  do;  and  it  needs  do  argument  to  show 
that  we  pay  our  proportion  of  the  land  tax.  We 
pay  our  proportion  of  every  other  iateroal  tax 
imiHwed,  and  have  superadded  to  it  the  license  to 
disuUers. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  there  is  another  point  of 
view  10  which  tbe  tax  under  consideration  is  very 
popular.  It  is  said  that  the  excessive  use  of  ar- 
dent spirits  is  immoral.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  it  is 
a  vice,  a  deep-rooted  vice;  but  it  finds  soil  in  the 
passions  and  propensities  of  man.  I  would  gladly 
wppress  it.  But  will  yoa  suppress  it  by  im- 
paling upon  it  a  tax?  No,  sir.  He  who  Id- 
dulges  in  it  knows  that  it  leads  directly  to  dis- 
etw,  poverty,  asd  dirgraoe.  If  these  ate  DSt  suf- 
ficient restraints  upon  his  appetite,  vain  will  be 
tbe  attempt  to  restrain  him  by  increasing  the 
price  of  tbe  article.  His  inclinations  will  be  in- 
dalged^and  if  be  cannot  find  their  gratification 
is  me  home  production,  be  will  seek  ihe  foreign. 
lfi  sir,  it  is  intended  seriously  to  suppress  the  vice, 
weactabout  it  in  tbe  wrong  way.  It  can  be  done 
otly  by  prohibliing,  under  some  peotltiea^  the 


manufactare  or  importation  of  liquors.  It,  tbien, 
becomes  every  nation  to  develope  its  own  re- 
sources,  and  by  judicious  laws  to  briujg  into  ac- 
tion every  pursuit  which  will  add  to  Its  wnlth. 
Wbile  man  will  indulge  bis  appetite  for  spiritu- 
ous liquors,  it  becomes  our  Qovernment  to  en- 
courage its  manufacture  at  home,  as  one  of  the 
sources  of  national  wealth.  From  the  experi- 
ence we  have  already  had,  we  can  form  oar  con- 
clusions to  what  extent  it  may  be  made  to  supply 
the  place  of  importations.  It  is  not  only  us«l  in 
the  simple  form  of  whiskey,  but  after  going 
through  the  process  of  rectification,  by  which  the 
essential  oil  and  offensive  taste  ia  extracted,  it  i* 
made  into  ^in,  and  mixed  with  rum  and  brandy. 
It  may  be  in  some  cases  practised  as  fraud,  but 
the  habit  of  mixing  is  so  universal,  and  well  un- 
derstood, that  the  merchant  wilt  sell  you,  ai 
brandy  and  rum,  the  mixed  liquors  at  a  redueeid 
price.  It  forms  a  liquor  less  prejudicial  than  the 
mixture  of  poisonous  drugs  we  receive  from 
abroad,  and,  when  skilfully  done,  would  rcqoira 
a  nice  palate  to  distinguish  it  from  unmixed 
liquors.  Should,  then,  this  manufacture  be  prop- 
erly encouraged,  II  would,  ere  long,  almost  wholly 
supersede  tbe  oecesaitv  of  importioe  those  liquors^ 
and  thus  stop  to  enricn  our  own  soil,  that  flood  oi 
wealth  which  issues  from  it,  for  the  purpose  of 
those  articles.  It  remains  to  be  considered  bow 
tbe  amendment  proposed  will  affect  the  rev- 
enue. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  propose  to 
raise,  by  this  duty,  t3,400,000.  If  we  took  at  the 
proceeds  of  this  tax  it  will  be  seen,  (hat  during 
tbe  year  1814,  (he  licenses  to  distillers  produCM 
about  91,688,000.  If  the  amendment  prevail^ 
and  the  returns  of  1814  be  considered  a  eorreet 
data  to  judge  of  its  produce,  it  will  yield  to  the 
revenue  between  $8,500,000  and  93600,000,  be- 
ing a  aura  more  than  ia  required.  He  believe^ 
however,  that  it  would  produce  more.  If  the 
heavy  war  excise  is  taken  ofi^  many  persons  will 
engage  in  the  business,  and  tbe  want  of  a  foreign 
market  for  produce  will  compel  the  farmers  to 
have  their  grain  manufactured.  Hence,  as  the 
mauufiieture  increases,  the  revenue  wilt  also  in- 
crease. But,  should  the  estimate  of  the  proceeds 
of  tbe  prerent  capacity  duty  be  correct,  that  is  to 
say  91^,000,  then  the  addition  of  fifty  per  cent., 
as  proposed  by  the  aoHndment,  would  prcHluoa 
91,800,000,  leaving  a  deficit  of  9600,0&0.  Ha 
said  he  believed  that  deficit  would  be  abandantif 
supplied  from  other  sources  of  revenue.  Tm 

ftublie  lands  were  estimated  to  produce  one  mil- 
ton,  bnl  it  will  be  seen  that  the  revenue  rescind 
from  that  source  during  tbe  year  1816,  amonotad 
to  Dearly  two  and  a  half  milliooa;  and  be  had 
00  doubt,  from  the  excellenee  of  the  laada  the 
Government  had  for  sale, and  the  immense emig^ 
(ion  to  the  Western  countries^  that  those  lands 
would  be  much  more  productive  to  tbe  rerenna 
than  they  have  ever  been.  But  even  sbtHiU  this 
fail,  we  have,  after  making  all  the  appropriatioM 
coatemplateil,  a  surplus  revenue  of  more  than 
two  miuioas,  from  which  the  deficit  may  be  aa^ 
plied.  And  iie  thoitght  it  would  be  betiar  to  do 
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SO}  sboald  we  be  eompelled  to  it,  than  to  raj^ress  I 
a  vtrj  importaat  maDnftetare  of  the  couDirr.  I 

Messrs.  Robbbtsor,  Lowhdbs,  Shitb,  of  Ma- 
vylaod,  and  Taylor,  of  New  York,  opposed  the 
BBOiioD.  It  was  aegatired  bjr  a  reiy  small  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  McLeas,  of  Keatuekjr,  then  moved  lo 
ameod  the  resolre,  so  as  to  eqaalize  the  rate  of  a  li- 
ecDse  to  distil  per  week,  month,  &c.,  to  the  rate 
of  the  license  per  jrear ;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to  br  a  majority  of  twenty  or  thirty  votes. 

Toe  main  resolatioo,  to  repeal  the  doty  on  the 
qunttty  of  spirits  distilled,  and  to  increase  the 
doty  on  the  capacity  of  the  still  100  pei  cent., 
was  then  agreed  to. 

The  next  rcaolniion  was  then  taken  up,  as  fol* 
lows,  riz: 

XcMhed,  That  it  is  ezptdiwt  to  repeal  die  act,  eit- 
tilled  "An  uX  to  proWde  nddiUonal  rersones  kn  de* 
fti^iof  the  expenses  of  OoreraneBl*  and  mtintainisg 
tiie  piAlic  credit,  bj  layint  dntisa  m  boosehold  fiimi- 
tM«,  and  <n  gold  and  lilvar  watdies*"  posead  on  die 
18lh«f  JamiairtlSIB. 

Bb>  Jackboh,  of  Virginia,  Mr>  Sein<a*BD)  and 
Mr*  Rots,  opposed  the  agrewHBt  tathU  rwelu- 
tioB,  on  the  i^and  of  tbo  cqttity  of  tho  tax,  and 
the  pnoticability  of  anending  it  so  as  to  defeat 
tlw  evasion  of  it,  and  to  nuUe  it  mMC  {wo- 
dnetive. 

iSX'  Lowiuia  defended  the  resolve,  oa  the 

Kand  of  the  unproductiveness  of  the  tax,  having 
a  calculated  to  produce  #1,200)000,  and  pre- 
doeing  jn  fact,  only  970,000 1  iboogb  willing  to 
lislea  and  accede  to  any  definite  propoeitioq  for 
nadWing  it  efficient  and  productive. 

Ht.  FoasTTH-  moved  to  aqaend  the  resolve,  by 
adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  words,  "except  so 
far  as  relates.to  the  doty  on  gold  and  silver  watob- 
ea."  This  motioo  was  ooiNrtived. 

Mr.  Jawsoh,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  resolve,  so  as  to  mbraoe  the  coatiauaaM  of 
tliadatyoD  household  farniture,  dw^  "aadaleo 
to  provide  against  the  evasion  of  said  law."  This 
motion.wasnegatived— 68  to  63. 

The  resolve  of  the  Cotamiuewoe  Wats  and 
Means  was  then  agned  to  by  the  Conrntteo— 
ayes  69. 

The  maaining  reetriniaBn  was  then  taken  op, 
at  follows : 

Brntlni,  T%ai  it  Is  expedient  so  to  amend  dw  rates 
of  daties  npon  inpoited  articles,  eftev  tiw  80th  of  lone 
MBt,  as  that  the;  diaH  be  estiiaated  to  nodvea  u 
swmnt  eanal  to  that  wUch  wenU  hepMdneed  by  an 
werate  addiliHaar4Sp«  cant  loth*  Mmanat  rates 
ofdndas. 

Agiced  to  withoat  a  division. 

The  Comaiiitce  then  rose,  and  reported  their 
proceedings  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Lowanas,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mieaos,  reported  a  bill  to  carry  into  efl^t  toe 
propoaitioQ  respecting  the  direet  tax,  (adopted  by 
the  Hease  the  other  oayj)  whioh  bul  -was  twice 
lead,  aad  eoaniitted. 

Am  OB  motion,  the  Hoaaa  adjonraed  until  to* 
autwwk 


Fribat,  February  0. 
The  bill  from  the  Seaato  "  providing  for  the 
settlement  of  certain  aeeoants  against  ibe  Lilmh 
ry  of  Coogress,  aad  for  esublisbing  the  salary 
of  the  LiMariaa,"  was  read  twtoe,  and  eoonit- 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  oooeeroiog  eertaia 
courts  of  the  Uoited  States  in  the  State  of  New 
York,"  was  read  twioe,  and.  referred  to  tbeCna* 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Ordendt  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  whom  is  committed  tha  bill  for  ike  re- 
lief of  the  Caoadiaa  refugees  wh«  joined  the 
American  army  during  the  lata  war  with  Great 
Britain,  be  discharged  from  a.  fortbec  etasiden- 
tion  thereof,  and  that  it  be  oommiued  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  mak- 
ing provision  for  an  additional  military acadaaty. 

Mr.  BuBWBio.,  from  the  committee  appontM 
on  the  petition  of  Dr.  Jamca  Smith,  repotted  a 
bill  supplementary  to  "Aa  act  to  enQourage  vm> 
cination which  was  read  tvtoc,  and  oamaittad 
to  a  Committee  of  the. Whole. 

Mr.  EiHGj  of  Massaobusetta,  rose  to^mafae  some 
obaervations  in  reply  io  seaH  ternaries  from  Mi. 
WiLDG,  which  he  had  seen  ia  th*  Natianal 
HtdUgencer,  bat  which,  not  havi^  diatinotly- 
heard,  be  hs[d  peroiixted  to  pass>  wuhont  rroty^ 
whien  he  should  not  bav«  aen«  bad  ha  nadert 
stood  them.  Bdr.K.  was  proeeediBgto^speak'Oa 
this  subject,  when-  the  Speaker  reminded  him 
that  no  debate  could  be  pemittsd  unless  on  some 
question  before  the  Housej  in  tb«  jasttoe  of 
which  Mr.  K.  acquiescing,  waived  his  remMths 
until  a  fit  occasion  should  offiar  for  cb«m. 

Mr.  Wakd,  of  Massacbusetts,  offered  for  eon* 
sideration  the  following  resolutions  ; 

R€»okt4^T\M  all  duties,. imports,  and  exdsss,  IsU 
by  Cottffess  oQ^  net  ooly  to  be  laid  nnUtew^ 
thnragheat  th*  ukrited  8ta«i^  agrseaUy  to  the  pn- 
visiHi  in  du  Constitotimi,  bnt  eoght  to  be  esllecM 
hi  all  parts  of  the  United  States  in  the  eww  cnneiMyii 
or  in  cnneneiea  sqaivsleot  in  value. 

Soaked,  That  die  Secretary  of  the  Tieasaiy 
instoactedto  receive,  alone,  in  payment  of  dotiaHin- 
poats,  and  exdsee,  sad  debts  doe  to  the  United  fitsiss, 
gdd,  silver,  and  copper  coin,  Treasury  notes,  swl  the 
notes  of  inch  banks  as  pay  specie  for  their  Inlls.  sx- 
ceptiag  in  cases  in  which  it  ia  otherwise  provided  I9 
law. 

Mr.  Wabd  briefly  assigned  his  reasons  for  of- 
feriag  these  propositions,  which  will  be  fonnd 
coDcisely  aad  clearly  stated  ia  the  first  of  Uie 
above  resolutions. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  speak ;  but, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Tookbb,  the  resolniions  were 
laid  on  the  taUe  for  the  present. 

INQUIRY  RE8PECTINO  OFFIOE,  Ac. 
Mr.  Rakoolpd  rose  to  make  the  motion  of 
which  he  gave  notice  the  day  before  yesterday, 
inquire  into  the  conslitutjoDslity  of  the  Isteip- 
poiniment  of  General  P.  B.  Porter,  not  fatviog 
got  to  the  House  io  time  to  make  it  yrsterdaf . 
It  was  not  his  purpose Jie  said,  to  ampbfyoo  this 
occasion  at  all.   The  House  would  recoUeetthat 
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at  the  time  he  hmd  rabtnitted  notice  of  this  mo- 
tkm  he  h«d  distinctlf  stated  that  it  was  aot  for 
biiB  to  pronoonce  wfaeiber  the  office  ia  question^ 
had  or  had  not  been  created  dariDg  the  time  for 
which  the  late  boaorabie  member  of  this  Hoase 
from  New  Tork  bad  been  elected  to  serre.  Some 
Twy  oUigiiw  frieod  had  been  kind  enoagh  to 
hint  to  him  that  perhaps  he  had  not  pondered  on 
the  sDbject  so  weH  as  he  ought  to  have  done  be- 
fore- he  in^odnecd  it  to  the  House;  that  this 
cOntj  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
htHmg  ereMed  by  the  Tretfy,  was  called  into  ex- 
ifieiMe}  althon^  it  remained  Taetnt  aatU  lately, 
kk  tfav  mement  when  the  exehaoge  of  the  tatiflem* 
lima  of  that  treaty  took  plaee.  This  might  or 
mi^t  not  be,  Mr.  R.  stid ;  for,  what  was  this 
at^ment  bat  to  assnme  (he  would  not  say  to 
bcc)  the  very  qoettion  coocerning  the  treaiv- 
munnff  power  which  this  House  had  already 
osee  decided  Id  the  oegatire,  riz.,  that  a  treaty, 
without  the  iDterreatfoo,  instramentality,  with* 
oat  the  aid  of  this  Hoose,  is  imo  facto  the  law  of 
the  land.   Mr.  R.  said  hv  should  be  extremely 
wkaeoed  erer  to  Tentoreso  crude  a  motion  in  this 
Howe  as  this  would  bare  been,  if  he  bad  not 
tidcen  into  eonnderatioD,  and  deep  and  mature 
cMsidentiott  too,  the  point  which  some  were 
ohi%iuf  enoi^b  to  tuf^mse  be  had  orerlooked, 
and  eivil  ewngh  to  pot  him  right  in  respect  to 
It.  If  bemderateod  the  doetrinei  whiehhe  had 
bMv4,  he  did  not  say  uttered,  on  this  floor,  in 
napeet  to  the  treaty-making  power,  this  ease  of 
the  bODorabie  memMT  from  New  Tork,  who  had 
reeently  vacated  bis  seat  in  this  House,  came 
fuUy  within  the  porview  of  the  article  in  the 
OomlitatioB  of  the  United  Slates;  and  be  would 
go  farther,  as  spveial  pleading  was  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  say  that  if  it  did  not  come  within  its 
porview  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  nevertbe- 
feas  would  in  another.   It  did  not  follow,  it  was 
not  logte,  he  said— it  might  be  logic  in  Westmin* 
stec  lull,  bat  it  wtd  not  in  Parliament— that  be- 
caoae  the  appointment  in  question  did  not  come 
whbin  the' purriew  of  this  section  for  particular 
reaeoaa,  it  might  net  for  some  otber  very  sabstan- 
tint  reason,  wtioh  wiu  not  disclosed,  bat  about 
ipMoh  he  had  no  coneeahnenr,  as  he  had  not, 
n«ver  had,  and  never  would  have,  about  poUie 
mm  or  meastms.  After  reading  the  folloiring 
clftUM  from  the  sixth  seetion  of  the  first  article  in 
the  CoHtitutioo,  vit:  "No  Senator  or  Repre* 
'  santative  sbalt,  dorlag  the  time  for  which  he 

*  was  eleeicd,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  un- 
'  der  the  authority  of  the  United  Sutes,  which 
'  ^nll  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments 
'  whereof  sfaaU  have  been  inereased  dnrtng^soeh 

*  time" — Mr.  R.  moved 

Utat  a  committee  tM  appointed  to  inquire  whether 
the  tcceptence,  In  the  Hon.  Peter  B.  Porter,  late  a 
member  of  thb  House  from  the  Bute  of  Mew  Tork, 
of  a  dvil  ofioe  onder  the  autheri^  of  the  Unitod 
8Mes,  does  contravcDe  the  pravMons  of  the  sixth 
•eetisn  of  the  flMtitide  of  the  ConMitotion  of  die 
UoheA^SIates." 

Mr.  PoBBTTB  eonested  that  the  terms  ^f  this 
neUon  did  not  eflanate  the  queatioB  which  he 


understood  the  gentleman  to  desire  to  place  be- 
fore the  House— the  acceptance  of  a  civil  office 
not  being  an  offence  aniinst  any  provision  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  should 
be  pleased  to  see  it  modified  so  as  to  plaee  thn 
question  distinctly  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  had  do  objection  toa^ 
modification  which  would  attain  his  object.  He 
bottomed  himself,  in  proposing  this  inquiry,  on 
facts  which  are  on  record,  and  which  the  House 
was  presumed  to  know.  Had  not  the  gentleman 
vacated  his  seat  in  this  House  1  Washe  amena- 
ble to  the  order  of  the  Speaker  ns  a  member  of 
this  House  1  How  did  his  seat  become  vacated  1 
By  his  acceptance  of  a  eivil  office  under  the  ao- 
thority  of'ihe  United  States,  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  had  said  was  no  oflftuee 
against  the  Coustitmion?  No,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  ia 
neither  an  offence  against  the  Constitution,  nor 
contra  bonoM  mores,  that  I  know ;  but  there  is  a 
modification  of  the  proposition  which  may  make 
it  contrary  to  the  Constitution— the  Committee 
are  to  try  that  question.  Is  there  not  an  issue' 
made  up  1  The  honorable  gentleman  has  accept- 
ed an  office;  it  is  our  duty  to  inquire  whether 
the  accejrtaoce  of  it  be  Constitutional  or  not, 
beeause,  if  aocoastitutional,  then  it  is  the  dntr 
of  this  House  to  see  that  the  breteb  is  repanrei; 
that  the  wrong  is  redressed.  Mr.  R.  stid  he  was 
not  acquainted  with  the  styles  and  titles  of  the 
gentlemao  in  question ;  he  had  had  a  ffreat  many : 
with  the  old  one  he  was  acquainted,  with  ihenew 
one  he  was  not.  Mr.  R.  ssid  he  had  no  more 
doubt  that  this  appointment  was  a  breach  of  the 
CoDsiitotion  than  the  acceptance  of  another  office 
by  a  late  member  of  this  House,  the  office  having' 
been  created  and  the  salary  fixed  a  Ibw  days  be^ 
fore  his  term  of  service  expired,  was  an  evasioft-, 
and  seandaleus  evasion,  oi  the  provisitm-of  the 
Constitution  which  be  had  just  quoted. 

Mr.  FoBSYTH  having  suggested  a  modlfifcatioik 
of  the  motion,  deelftring  at  the  same  time  that  be 
should  not  vote  for  the  inquiry,  Mir.  RABDOLHi 
accepted  it,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"  Setolmd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire whether  the  acoeptanee,  by  the  Hon.  Peter  B; 
Porter,  of  the  office  of  Gomndsmner  under  the  lata 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  is  in  eontraventlott  of  Ae  lixlh  see- 
tien  of  the  first  aittde  hi  the  OeaatiiaUMi  of  the  Ui^eA  ■ 
Slalefc^ 

On  snggestion  of  Mr.  WbioBT,  the  words  ap- 
pointment and"  were  inserted  before  the  word 
"  acceptance." 

The  question  havil^  been  stated  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolve- 
Mr.  Forsyth  rose  and  said,  it  was  with  much 
reloetance  he  opposed  any  motion,  the  object  of 
which  was  inquiry  into  alleged  abuses  under 
Qovernment.  But  the  appointment  of  a  commit* 
tee  on  this  occasion,  appeared  to  him  so  totally 
unnecessary,  that  he  was  compelled  to  oppose  it: 
If  he  had  understood  thegenileman  from  Virginia, 
his  idea  was,  that  the  office  had  been  created  ddr- 
ing  the  time  for  which  the  gentleman  in  question 
bad  been  elected  to  serve  in  this  House.  BttI' 
the  person  named  in  the  resolve  bad  been  deeted 
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to  8er?e  from  the  4ib  of  March,  1815,  to  (be  4th 
of  March,  1817.'  The  office  which  he  bad  ac- 
erpretl,  bad  exisieoce  prior  to  the  4ib  of  March, 
1615;  or  it  is  not  yet  created.  Either  it  ban  no 
ezi&ieDce,  or  it  exi>ted  from  the  day  od  which 
the  ratiGcaiioni  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  were  ex- 
ebaoged— the  18th  February,  1815.  If  ibe  office 
was  created  by  ihe  Treaty  of  Peace,  the  accept- 
ance of  it  waR  certainly  do  violation  of  the  letter 
or  spirit  of  the  Consliiuiioo.  If  it  was  neces' 
tary  this  House  should  actoa  the  treaty  before 
the  office  baa  beinKt  then  Peter  B.  Porter  has  ac- 
cepted no  office ;  the  office  he  is  aaid  to  have  ac- 
cepted haTingDoexistence.  The nnileman  from 
Virginia  aeenos  to  suppose,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  the 
doctrines  mainiaiaed  by  ibis  House  aa  to  the 
treaty-malting  power,  are  adverse  to  the  idea  of 
the  office  baring  been  created  by  the  treaty.  Mot 
so,  said  Mr.  F.,  tbo^e  doctrines  are  perfectly  con- 
aisteot  with  the  idea  that  this  office  was  created 
by  the  coDTeotioo.  It  is  not  pretended  that  Com- 
missioners for  any  purpose  of  foreign  intercourse, 
as  regulated  by  treaty,  may  not  ne  created  by 
the  President  and  Senate;  on  the  contrary,  ac- 
cording to  my  undersianding.the  office  is  corecily 
created  by  thePrenident  and  Senate,  and  entirely 
within  their  power.  The  agreement  between 
the  two  GoTernments  that  certain  que^itions  should 
be  settled  by  Commissioners,  required  not  the 
sanction  of  this  House,  further  than  it  would  be- 
come neeeasary  for  the  House  to  make  an  appro- 
priation to  pay  them  for  tbeir  service*.  If  their 
aerrices  were  to  be  compensated  by  any  act  of 
tbia  Uoune  which  Peter  B.  Porter  bad  awisied  in 
paMi'iig:  there  would  be  some  evidence  of  a  viola- 
tion ofihe  Constitution ;  that  no  such  fact  existed, 
nor  any  other  that  was  sufficient  to  authorize  this 
House  to  inquire  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ra.hdoI'PB  said,  the  honorable gentteman's 
dilrroms,  which  he  had  so  iriumphantry  presented 
to  ibe  Hou>e,  carried  on  its  horns  no  terrors  for 
him.  The  honorable  geoileman  ought  to  be 
obliged  to  him,  he  said,  for  having,  by  timely 
notice  of  this  motion,  given  him  an  opportunity 
tpsbarpen  the  horns  of  his  dilemma.  They  re- 
minded him,  he  RaiJ,  of  a  circunastance  attending 
the  ezbibiiiun  of  the  buU-Gghts  of  the  Portuguese, 
in  their  aneieat  and  better  days-— the  horos  of  the 
animal  tnrnAl  out  were  covered  with  leather; 
tbejr  threatened,  hat  wounded  notj  and  that  is 
the  ease,  aaid  be,  with  the  horoa  with  which  the 

gentleman  makes  foil  buitatme. 
ad  caid,  that  the  office  to  which  the  late  mem- 
ber from  New  York  was  appointed,  haa  been  in 
existence  from  the  IStb  day  of  February  last ;  or, 
beeaase  the  House  has  not  definitively  acted  on 
the  treaty,  the  office  itself  is  yet  in  embryo,  ready 
to  be  called,  but  not  yet  Bpriogiog  into  existence. 
■  Would  the  honorable  genilemaa  from  Georgia 
tell  Ibis  House,  and  would  he  tell  this  nation  that 
to  appoint  to  an  office  not  in  existence^  and  to 
accept  an  office  which  has  no  exieiience,  is  no  of- 
fence? On  thecontrary,Mr.R.said,ifiheoffice 
was  not  in  existence,  then  the  indecent  hurry  to 
reward  a  political  partisan  with  some  of  the 
froUs  of  the  war,  which  was  concocted  luder  his 


auspices,  called  forth  ibe  decisive  ioxerference 
and  correction  of  tbia  House.   So  much  for  that 
horn  of  the  dilemma — that  born,  said  he,  1  think 
is  sawed  off— the  other  will  not  remain  on  muek 
longer.   But  this  office  was  created  by  the  treaty. 
Dofs  it  therefore  follow,  that  it  does  not  come 
within  the  purview  of  the  part  of  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution  which  I  have  read?  There 
was  not  an  instant  of  time  from  the  creation  of 
the  office,  be  it  created  when  it  will,  that  the  ac- 
ceptor of  the  office  was  not  a  member  of  this 
House.  Mr.  R.  here  spoke  of  the  precise  time 
when  the  term  of  service  of  a  new  Congress  com- 
mences—mathematically,  at  midnight  of  the  34 
of  March ;  politically,  at  that  moment  the  index 
of  the  clock  of  the  House,  set  baekwarda  or  for- 
wards, to  suit  circumstances,  pointed  to  twelve 
o'clock,  SoQ.   Was  there  a  moment,  he  asked, 
from  the  creation  of  the  office,  supposing  it  to 
have  been  created  under  the  treaty,  in  which  that 
gentleman  was  not  a  member  of  this  House  7  He 
would  go  farther— was  not  the  acceptor  of  the 
office  a  member  of  the  House  pending  the  discus- 
sion  of  the  question,  whether  the  treaty  should  or 
should  not  be  carried  into  effect  by  a  vote  of  this 
House  ?   [Mr.  R.  was  here  informed,  that  he  was 
not.]   I  am  mistaken,  it  appears,  said  he ;  I  re- 
tract this  inference — I  do  not  say  recant  it ;  for  I 
detest  all  t-orts  of  canting,  and  particularly  re- 
canting. If  the  office  had  been  created  hy  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  Mr.  R.sBid  it  did  not  foUov 
that  the  honorable  member  was  (if  he  might  coin 
a  word)  appointable  to  that  office?  If  the  Con- 
stitution forbade  the  appointment  of  anember  to 
an  office,  the  salary  of  which  was  increased  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  he  was  elected,  afwiwri 
the  creation  of  the  salary  constitutes  the  same 
impediment.   The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had 
told  the  House  he  deemed  this  inquiry  wholly 
unnecessary.   Mr.  R.  said,  if  he  had  uode»tood 
the  honorable  gentleman's  arguments  during  the 
discussion  of  the  questioa  lately  decided  by  this 
House,  respecting  the  treaty,  he  should  have  been 
led  to  believe,  that  of  all  the  members  of  this  body, 
be  waa  that  member  to  whom  the  necessity  of 
such  an  inquiry  would  be  obvious^  and  the  pro- 
priety of  it  most  readily  acknowledged.   Mr.  B. 
said,  ne  was  not  without  expectations,  knowing 
the  honorable  gentlemau'a  lead « in  this  Houaib 
that  he  would  be  a  member  of  the  committee,  if 
raised,  and  would  have  aa  opportunity  of  ahow^ 
ing  much  more  satisfactorily  than  be  had  doae 
this  morning,  i^esttblisbing,  by  bcu  and  dedae- 
tions  too,  that  the  a|ipointmeni  of  Peter  B.  Porter 
was  not  a  contravention  of  the  ConsUiutipn.  The 
inquiry  would  do  very  Utile  harm,  in  any  vi««r> 
Mr.  R.  said  that,  for  one,  be  was  certainly  not 
much  pestered  with  committee  bnsiQess,  and  if 
the  inquiry  should  devolve  on  him,  be  should  en- 
deavor to  execute  it  to  the  best  of  his  capacity 
he  certainly  would  present  a  report  that  would 
embrace  all  the  facts;  and  be  would  endeavor l« 
state  even  the  law  of  the  case  as  well  ashecouH 
in  his  hobbling  way — not  being  even  jouroeyMAjt 
in  the  profestjion.    If  this  inquiry  waa  deniefli 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  could  easily  come  at  his  object  In 
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aaoiber  wajr ;  be  bid  oaljr  Utlajm  reiwlatiini  on 
the  table,  that  such  ao  appoiatmeat  was  contrary 
to  the  prorisioot  of  the  Coasiitution.  But,  if  factii 
were  wanted,  a  eommitiee  ought  to  be  appointed 
10  get  them.  We  ought  to  reason  from  facts, 
sod  not  to  them.  As  to  the  legal  question,  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  sboaid  not  set  much  ralue  on  this 
particular  clause  of  the  Constitution,  if  it  were 
Dot  that  it  was  a  part  of  it,  and  his  vote  could  not 
put  it  io  or  ezpuoge  it.  He  was  no  Constituiioa- 
mooger  or  &neier~ke  took  the  Coostitation,  ita 
•eripta  at^  as  be  foond  i(.  This  clauae  was  not, 
he  rqwaiedfOTany  valae,as  to  iuefiiiet}  it  was 
abool  as  good  ■  fenee  atoood  this  House  agaiosl 
the  leoiptaiton  of  office,  as  the  aecountabifiijr  ai 
the  Treasary  was  fence  around  it  against  the  pub- 
lic robber.  If  you  want  mischievous  stock  on 
vonr  farm  or  plantation,  he  said,  jrou  must  keep 
ndfenees;  if^ou  would  bare  riwuiab  hogs, cows, 
and  horses,  ke«p  bad  fences— those  who  would 
not  otherwise  have  ventured  to  jump  over  a  straw, 
will  in  that  way  soon  learn  to  jump,  as  we  say  in 
the  Southern  country,  over  ten  rails  and  a  rider. 
As  a  fence  round  the  purity  of  this  House  be  said, 
(bis  part  of  tbe  Constiintion  was  of  little  or  no 
Tsloe— he  eon*idered  it  of  none,  and  rather  worse 
thin  none.  The  warnings  of  Patrick  Henry  and 
Qeorge  Mason  on  this  article  of  the  Consiitoiion 
vere  yet  ringing^  io  bis  ears.  This  clause,  he 
nid,  waa  a  aialking-borae,  put  ioto  tbe  CoDsiitu* 
lioB,  as  if  there  was  aoroe  guard  set  against  tbe 

rlotmeat  of  a  member  of  the  House  by  the 
a(in  te  office— some  saard  ^[tiaat  the  es- 
lifaliabflneDi  of  Bxeeutive  influence  over  this  body. 
There  is  oODe,  said  he.  It  is  as  good  a  defence 
u  ■  fisfaiug  seine  would  be  against  a  eoastaat 
ihower  of  rain.  You  may  dait  straws  through  it ; 
and  the  boaorable  members  from  New  York  and 
Qeorgia  have  amused  themselves  with  darting 
straws  through  it.  It  wtw  so  easy  a  thing,  he 
aid,  to  put  new  men  in  old  offices,  and  old  men 
in  new,  that  the  only  thing  that  astonisbed  him 
in  tbia  btuiness  was,  tbe  indecency  of  tbe  appoint- 
ment of  stKh  a  man  to  such  an  office,  in  eontra- 
veoiiofl  of  the  Constitution — such  a  nun ,  he  aaid, 
fur  b«  bad  the  honor  of  serving  on  the  Committee 
of  Foreqfo  Rcbtiooswitb  faim  daring  ibc  session 
whtoh  ended  ia  the  deelaraiion  of  wai^tbe  ceo- 
ileBBD  bad  beeD  at  ibat  time  ebairmu  or  the 
Conmittee  of  Foreteo  Belationa— bat  be  bad 
vacated  that  office.  Sir.  R.  aaid,  be  bad  nothing 
to  do  with  that  honorable  gentleman,  except  in 
his  paUic  character  as  a  member  of  this  body — 
aod,  knowing  the  agency  which  he  bad  bad,  at ; 
least  at  tbe  eleventh  hour — be  reinroed  to  the 
war  feast  at  ib«  eleventh  hour—knowing  the 
agency  he  bad  bad  in  bringing  aboot  the  war,  he 
wu  only  autooished,  when  be  considered  how 
day  it  was  to  get  in,  over,  and  around  this  provi- 
"ion  of  the  CoQBiitution,  at  the  indelicacy  with 
vhiefa  it  has  beea  violated  in  this  instance. 

Mr.  FoRSVTH  said,  be  resretted  that  the  gen- 
tltDwa  from  Virginia  should  have  supposed  be 
hsd  come  to  the  House  with  his  burns  sharpened 
to  wound  bim.  I  bad  no  aucb  intention,  said  Mr. 
lAibt  I  couiaoe  a  nonber  of  thii  Howe 


with  that  honorable  gentleman,  all  that  I  espeet 
is  to  escape  his  horns.  Mr.  F.  said,  that  be  bad  no 
intention  to  say,  that  an  appointment  to  an  office 
not  created,  wss  no  violaiion  of  the  Constitution  j 
but  it  was  no  violation  of  tbe  particular  section 
of  the  Constitution  which  the  cenileman  had 
quoted.  Tbe  inquiry  was  limited  in  its  ohjeo^ 
and  if  I  show  to  tbe  t^atisfaction  of  the  House, 
said  Mr.  F.,  that  there  was  no  violation  of  the 
particular  article  of  the  Constitution,  whether  the 
office  was  or  waa  not  created,  my.  object  is  an- 
swered. The  honorable  gentleman  bad  said 
eaoagb  to  show  that  be  was  mistaken  in  the  facta 
whicn  bid  induced  him  to  sabmit  this  motion. 
The  gentleman  seemed  to  suppose  that  tbe  late 
member  from  New  York  bad  been  a  member  of 
Congress  at  the  time  of  the  ratiGcatlon  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace;  but  he  was  not  at  any  time  a 
member  of  tbe  last  Coogrera,  having  become  a 
member  on  the  4tb  day  of  March  last,  a  day  poi- 
lerior  to  the  creation  of  the  office,  if  the  office 
were  at  all  created. 

With  respect  to  the  observation  respecting  the 
selection  of  saeb  a  man,  Mr.  F.  observed  he  would 
say  nothing;  the  appointment  was  before  tbe 
people,  for  them  to  approve  or  condemn,  and  he 
trusted  their  decision  would  not  be  influenced,  or 
at  all  affected  by  the  observations  of  the  eeotle- 
mao  from  Virginia.  Of  Qeoeral  Porter,  Mr.  P. 
said,  he  knew  noibiog,  but  as  he  knew  him  here; 
be  would,  he  doubled  not,  as  well  discharge  the 
duiiea  of  bia  office  as  any  gentleman  who  could' 
have  been  appointed. 

[Mr.  Ramdolph  here  explained.  He  bad  said 
nothing  of  the  moral  character  of  Mr.  Porter.  He 
had  spoke  of  him  as  one  of  the  rfgents  in  prodtK- 
ing  tbe  war,  and  as  being  now  rewarded  bjr  the 
fruits  of  the  peace.  He  spoke  of  bim  and  his  ap- 
pointment in  that  light  ouly.] 

Mr.  F.  said  be  knew  not,  as  be  had  not  been 
a  member  of  tbe  Tu'elfih  Congress,  bow  far  he 
bad  an  agency  in  producing  that  war.  Such  an 
agency  would,  in  the  eyes  of  the  gentleman,  be  a 
crime — in  bis  eyes,  Mr.  F.  said,  it  was  no  crime ; 
and  he  believed  by  tbe  people  generally  it  was 
not  regarded  as  a  criminal  act.  Mr.  F.  said  he 
did  not  precisely  understand  the  force  of  tbe  gen- 
tleman*^  allnsion  to  his  having  darted  strawa 
through  tbe  Constitniiim;  so  far  as  he  understood 
the  provisions  of  this  Conaiitutioo,  he  had  sera- 
pntoasly  obeyed  iu  iojuoeiions.  He  should  do 
so  with  the  same  spirit  of  sincerity  as  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  or  any  other  gentleman.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  might  have  intended  to 
intimate  that  the  doctrines  of  Mr.  F.  were  eoa- 
tradictory  or  incoasisient  in  regard  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution ;  b^it  to  bimself,  Mr. 
F.  said,  it  was  anffieiently  clear  there  was  no  con- 
tradiction between  them ;  aod  tbe  gentleman  from 
Virginia  mtist  fuigire  me,  said  he,  for  preferring 
my  own  judgment  in  this  respect  to  bis. 

Mr.  WaiOBT  was  detirous  to  see  a  spirit  of 
scrutiny  prevail,  but  be  did  not  wish  to  see  it  uo- 
neoetMrily  exerted.  Tbe  provision  of  tbe  Con- 
stitution which  bad  been  quoted,  he  said,  was  in- 
tended to  gunvd  against  the  erenUoa  of  offie^  antf 
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the  ioomie  of  emtttament,  by  members  of  Cod- 
gNBs^  for  the  benefit  or  tbcmselres.  Thisappoiat- 
men^  howerer,  eanoot  come  wiihio  the  pnmew 
of  this  prorisioD  of  the  Constitution.  Did  the 
tnttf  create  the  office;  and,  if  it  did,  was  that 
the  kind  of  office  which  the  CoDstiloiioD  had  cod- 
tenplated  ?  He  coatended  not.  The  lerms  of 
the  treaty  did  not  create  the  right,  be  vmed, 
bat  impoaed  ibe  oblintion  to  appoint  tboee  Com- 
muBieiwn.  The  office  to  whiwi  the  late  mem'- 
her  of  this  House  was  appointed,  he  considered 
net  a  civil  but  a  ministerial  office,  for  tbe  excou- 
tipB  of  ioternationat  objects.  Tbe  Presideot  did 
not  derive  from  tbe  treaty  bis  ancbority  to  ap- 
poiat  tbeee  Commkstoners,  but  from  the  Consti- 
tQttOB.  Tbe  office  was  made  neeeasary  by  the 
treaty,  but  the  obligation  to  make  tbe  appoint* 
ment  is  iropoeed  by  the  Constitution.  Tbe  o&ce 
ms  created  by  tbe  Ooosttlution ;  the  oeoessitr  of 
the  appointment  was  created  by  the  treaty.  Bat 
even  toe  treaty  was  ratified  before  tbe  acceptor 
of  this  office  became  a  member  of  this  House  ; 
and  theemelumenCattaebed  toit  bad  been  neither 
diminiehcd  nor  imt eised  whilst  he  wai  a.  isem- 
bai.  Mr.  W.,  tbereforet  expressed  hie  hope  Ibai 
hie  bOBOrable  irieDd  ft om  virgiDi^  for  wkora  he 
hai  &  great  reject,  piu-tiettlarly  on  aeeomt  of 
hu  iBTestigaiiBff  spnit,  wautd  wUhdmv  his  mo- 
tion ;  and  thai,  Jf  it  waa  not  withdnwB,  it  would 
net  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bavbou>h  said  be  did  not  set  op:  for  the 
miedel  of  the  gentleman  fsom  Qeorslai  or  any  other 
gentleman ;  be  was  tbe  keeper  of  no  maaV-coB- 
s(rieBceytb«arbiterofnoman^so[Maic«^  Theeon- 
sislency  of  tbe  geallemas's  twlnions  was  his  own 
affur;  but  if  thej  an-  what  1  consider  iftwosist- 
ent,  said  Mr.  IL,  u  is  my:  afiur,  and  I  most  retain 
my  opiaimit  howerer  reluclaat  to  think  so  oi  bis 
opmions,  Ac.  If  the  gentleman  frmxt  Maryland 
bad  succeeded  ia  oonvineiog  bim  that  the  an- 
pMtnent  ia  qaeatum  was-  net  an  office,  Mr.  R. 
said,  ite  abouM  eertainly  withdraw  his  proposi- 
tiea ;  bai  he  had  not  anecceded.  The  woidv  of 
the  Consiitniioo  are — "  any  Dirtf  eflee  imdy  the 
authority  of  tbe  United  States."  If  the  appoint' 
meat  in  question  be  net  an  office,  he  said  be 
should  like  to  kaow  what  an.  office  is.  What 
eoald  the  duty  of  Gomauuioners  be  resolved 
into,  if  it  was  not  resoluble  into  an  office  ?  If  it 
weie  not  an  office,  he  askedr  what  was  itt 
cuiai'— it  bad  every  ebaraeter  of  au  office,  Gtled 
hy  the  regular  Constitttiional  power^  the  accept- 
ance of  which  was  ineompattble  with  a  seat  on 
this  floor.  The  aeoepter  u  tbe  office  was  him- 
self eeaseiouft  be  could  not  retain  bis  seat  on  tfats 
flow }  be  wouM  Imve  been  very  gkd,  1  baTe  no 
doabt,  sud  Mr.  R.— I  judge  of  oiheruien  by  no 
uniair  criterion— ha  would  have  been  very  glad 
to  hare  h^  his  scet-^for  I  bare  seen  nothing  ia 
tbe  history  of  the  gentleman  which  leads  me  to 
suppose  be  bar  any  very  violent  objeotion  to  plo- 
rautica.  Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  Mr. 
WiHBT'a  argument,  and  appealed^  to-  the  older 
members  of  the  House— to  the  fhtfaen  in  point  «f 
age~«ad  partieolarly  to  the  honorable  gantletaan 
frOtt  Naith  Gamlina,  (BAr.  SriivOBS,)  whe^  he 


said,  wn  the  fatha  of  the  Haase,  as  being  the 
oldest  member— he  appealed  to  then  for  the  doe- 
trines  laid  dowu  in  1793,  and  partieaiaHr  by  Mr. 
Gallatin,  then  a  member  from  Pennsylvania,  ia 
respect  to  ibe  power  and  discretion  residing  in 
the  Freeideat  and  Senate  as  to  the  iq)pointmeal 
of  Ministers,  dkc,  nad  stated  moreaaapty  hia  ar- 
gument in  faror  ctf  tbe  inquiry  in  thia  parti onkf 
«aae. 

Mr.  OaoavBNOR  briefly  ezaraiaed  thia  oase^  He 

dU  not  iaeliae-to  believe,  that  the  Coastittttiflnl 
ebiections  to  the  appointUKal  in  qtiestioa  eontA 
be  sostatued.  This  appeared  to  he  hia  general 
impression  ;  b«,  aa  there  were  grea*  doohta  oa 
the  minds  of  some  geutlemca.  uhI  he  waa  not 
himself  perfectly  satisfied  as  to  the  qaeetiiiD,  4be 
inquiry  ought  to  be  had.  We  ought  oerer,  said 
Mr.  O.,  Co  permittbc  BaecuUve  to  set  his  foot  in 
tbis  House  wifhout  inqatryj  nor  even  to  suSer  a 
suspicion  to  exist  of  his  baviag  done  so. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  spoke  ia  exjHanatiott  and  rvfriy 
to  sooie  incideatal  remaikk  hf  Mr.  Rajwcto 
when  last  upi 

Mr,  RuiBOLPBexidainediBtani-]  aadaaswer- 
ed  some  of  Mr.  0«o«n»DB*a  ohaervBtiaaa.  4kc. 

Mr.  Oaoavaaoa  and  Mr.  Wnovr  ftmbar  t»» 
pHed  to  Mr.  RanDtH.ra'atifaeervatiou  oa  the  coa* 
suuetion  of  the  CoaalltiHioB ;  the  first  faverii^^ 
the  other  opposing  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  STanroBD  advocated  the-  meaary,  and 
quoted  tbe  records  to  show  that  tbe  House  bad 
decided  a  violation  of  tbe  spirit  of  the  Consti- 
tution to  be  a  saffieieat  ground  for  tbcm  to  pto- 
test  against  the  cue  in  which  it  ooumred.'  If  he 
were,  indeed,  the  fatheT  vf  the  House,  acoordmg 
to  tbe  figare  used  by  Mr.  Ramoolpb,  he  aaid  he 
would  advise  its  members  to  avoid  the  cntiabeof 
office  from  tbe  Executive,  aad  to  look  to  the  Pe^ 
pie  only,  to  whom  they  owed  th^  appointaiaiM^ 
as  ihe  source  of  boaor,  fte. 

Mr.  Yatem,  besides  shoeing  by  argument  the 
weaicoeeB  of  the  grounds  on  which  thia  moiioB 
was  sostnined,  ruidioated  Oeneml  Porin*  from 
any  inttaiatioaa  or  Inainoacioaa  whieh  bad  faaen 
dirowtt  out  onfiiToraUe  to  him  in  the  eoana  of 
debate. .  He-  ndrerted  to  his  bi|^  cbaraetarand 
oondnot,  and  pattioularly  to  his  dtarBtsreatedncss 
in  BUppoctieg  the  late  war,  if  he  had  eoMributed 
to  it  as.  was  said;  since,  io  so  donig,  be  bad  de> 
voted  to  certain  desuraetion  an  iaunensely  valaa- 
ble  property  lying  on  the  shores  of  the  niH*'*T 
which  bad  since  fallen  a  saeriflce,  dbo. 

The  qneeiioD  was  then  take*  oa  Ma.  Ban* 
oolpb'b  modoB,  as  modifled,  aad  agraed  to— W 
votes  to  56. 

Mr.  RAnm^PB,  Mr.  GaoaTENoa,  Mr*  Fo»> 
BTTB,  Mr.  Jmssoh,  aad  Mr.  Yaiv^  were  ap- 
ponced  the  aaid  eommttiee. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  then  resamed  the  considentfioB 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  ih«.  Whole « 
the  reaiaining  prt^Ktaitioa  o£  the  Commit**'" 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  propoailMft  req^tiag  tbe  duty  on  distil- 
ktioB  (to  repeal  the  dntf  on  the  qoantity  of 
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s9irii»  diaiiUeil,  and  lo  tdd  om  bundrtd  per  cent, 
to  th«'PF«aeDi  tax  oa  iIm  capaciiy  of  Um  still) 
fint  came  ap. 

Mf.  TaBOOJ>  mw9i  to  amend  tha  proposition 
bf  >tiiktDg  oat  oae  haadred  aad  inwrtiaj^  fifty 
in  lieu  thereof,  so  as  to  reduce  lb»  addiiioaal 
eav****T  "I**  himdnd  lo  6fty  per  eeat. 

This  moiioQ  waadaetdedintheiit  debate:  For 
tbft  ameDdtimit  7^  againic  it  71>,  asfollows : 

Tua--M«wn>  Adgate,  Alexander,  Bur.  Baker, 
Baaeett^  Benaett,  Birdaq'a,  Bloont,  Breckennd«^» 
Bfookiv  Baraada,  Barwe^  CaldweU,  Cuuwiw  ClaAa 
«f  North  GandiBa,  Glaifc  «t  Kentucky.  Canetoek* 
Crawfbfd,  CraglitM,  Oalpi|ter,  DarKogton,  Deeba, 
Edward^  Ohngow,  Gaodwrn,  Griffib,  Heha,  Hardin, 
Hawee,  Heitter,  Hendeneo,  Hangerford,  Jackson, 
JataiM*  of  KonaM*?,  KmbaC  Virgiaia.  LoTCrLo^ 
kxib.l9K  Mael^,Mc«;DyiMdbeiMoLMniof  Eto- 
Umkjtf  MoLeia  of  Ofai^,  MooMt  o£  Seotk  Omlmt^ 
Onmbf*  fiiw*.  Eiehen%,  PiMt^  PUMaata^  Vaim\U 
itiMM»Baot.JUia%rSaTaMr  Mwacft*  Sbarpe,  Shaftr, 
SBiitb  of  Virginia,  Soatbard,  Stanfoid,  8burt»  TaiU, 
Tbonaa,  ThrocMi,  Tacker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
Tnk,  Whj|«Mde,  WiUiaau,  WUIonghbv,  Thomaa 
Wilaon,  WBlian  WOwn,  Woodward,  and  Tane&r. 

WUia  Maenga.  Anher*  Barbear,  Batenaui  Bay* 
hmt  Batta,  Bhighane,  Browo>  Cady,  OdbMio»  CHap^ 
pelliOin^.  Cla^rtBiH  0M«et4  Oanoer)  CoAbert, 
imftm,  PoaMgr,  GMatou.  OeM.  Getd*beM«gb,  Choa- 
vm^  HalBv  SMil,  Baaaao^  Btorkertt  ffiigen  Hvlbart. 
laghHnt  J«««M^  Ktat^'  KSnp  ^  BtkaaaehaseMa,  Klag- 
oi-  MtotkOazaliBai  Luigden,  ht/wf  XfOvett,  Lowndea, 
Lyon.  Maaon,  Mayrant,  MiUi,  Milaor,  Moielar.  Nel* 
sOAof  MaaaarhwwHa,  Nabao  of  Vii^iia.  Kewtaa. 
Ifeyeay  Kck«riag,  I^tkin,  Rando^,  lUee,  BobertaMii 
Bagglaa»8a»g>ant»  Smith  of  Paonqrlvaaia,  Smith  of 
Maiyland,  Steania,  Storgaa,  Taggart.  Talhnadge.  Tay- 
lor of  New  7ork.  Taykir  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair, 
Toae.  Ward  of  Masncbiuettik  Wheaton,  WUcoz. 
Wilde,  Wright  and  Yatea. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  QoLDaBOBOuaa  theo  moved  further  to 
ancnd  tha  resolve  so  as  to  ezampt  from  this  ad- 
dition to  the  capactty^iax  on  stills,  snoh  stills  as 
■hall  be  wholly  employed  in  the  distillation  of 
spirits  darlTed  fiom  fruit,  herbs,  and  roots. 

This  mptioD  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lowmobb 
aad  Mr.  Roaa,  (by  the  latter  on  tha  ground  of 
the  inpoBMbility  of  guardiog  the  daty,  thus 
modified,  from  evasion.)  and  was  negatived,  by 
yeas  and  nays— 107  to  36— as  follows : 

Ymxm — Measn.  Archer,  Baer.  Baker,  Bennett. 
Biadbnry.  Brjan,  Borwell.  Clarke  of  North  Carolioa. 
Condict.  Cooper.  Crawford  F(wney,  Glasgow,  Gold, 
CMdsborou^,  Hanson,  Hawes.  Herbert,  Hoger,  Hnn- 
geifinrd,  Jaduon,  Johnson  of  Kcntacky,  Kerr  of  Vir- 
ginia. King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Maclay,  McKee. 
Ftnris,  Prefcona,  Pip«r,  Pleasant^  Roane,  etanibrd, 
TMor  of  Booth  CaroHna,  WfUisms,  and  Wright 

rtiie^-Meeers.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Barbonr,  Bas- 
eeM«  Buenan,  Baylies,  Birdaeye,  Blonnt,  Boae,  Bredi- 
enridge,  Brigham,  Brooks,  Brown,  Bnmside,  Cady, 
CaldweU,  Calhoon,  Canacm,  Obappell.  010^.  Clark  of 
Kteto^y.  d^tott,  Conatooki  Oreigbteo,  Calpeper, 
Colhbert,  Dartingtoa,  Davenport,  Deeha.  Findl^. 
Veesytb,  OaaleD,  Goedwyn,  Griffin,  Gf«avaBQv,Hah% 
liih,  BM,  aarUa,  AaisM*  Handaaon,  Hidbnt, 


Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jewett,  Kent,  Kinyef 
Massachnsetta,  Langdon.  Lan.  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes. 
Lumpkin.  Lyon,  Mason.  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  - 
•f  Keotocky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moore  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Mtssachnselts, 
Ndson  of  Vlrghiia,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickering.  FfU 
kin,  'Powell.  Rice,  Bobertson,  Root,  Roes,  Ruggtes, 
Sngeant,  Savage,  Sdienck,  She£fev,  Smith  of  Penn- 
■ylvania.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Ta.,  Soathard. 
Steams,  Storges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taal,  Taylor 
of  New  York,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop,  Voee,  Wd- 
lace,  Ward  of  Massaehoeetis,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox.  Wilde,  WU- 
kitt,  WillBaghhy.  WlUtoa  Wilson,  Woedwaid,  Taa- 
eey.aW  Yataa. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Thovab  for* 
tber  to  amead  the  said  serenib  resolmiooj  by 
striking  oat  all  thereof  after  the  word  "expedi- 
cat,"  and  lo  insert  as  follows : 

"  To  repeal  the  act  eatjOed  'An  act  laying  dntins 
on  lioensas  to  distiUera  of  spiritnons  liqaors.' paaaed 
on  the  Mth  of  Deceaber.  1818 ;  also  the  act  entitUd 
*Aa  act  laying  a  dn^  on  qiirits  distilled  within  tha 
United  SUtast*  paaaed  on  the  2Ut  of  Deeemher, 
1814.  and  thai  in  lien  tbere^  that  all  stills,  boibia^ 
and  other  iastromwits  of  madiineiT  adapted  to  the 
distillation  of  siurit%  be  aseesnsd  and  taxed  in  pnmor^ 
tion  to  their  assessed  value,  at  a  ratio  corresponaq^ 
with  the  tax  paid  in  each  of  the  States  npMi  the  bna* 
dred  dollars'  worth  of  lands  and  slaves." 

And  the  question  thereon  beuig  taken,  it  was 
determiDed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Kina,  of  Mtasaehusetta,  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  puxsniog  the  course  of  remarks  indt' 
cated  at  the  commeaeenent  of  to-day's  pi** 
ceedingtL  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wiuui'a  observatiooa: 
on  MoQoay  last,  as  reported  in  tha  NatiauU  ifh- 
telUgmcer-'ia^ which  Ma.  WiLH^died««aoni< 
lengih. 

Tois  ddntr  larted  soeaa  tioK}  aad,  wihea-  il;- 
termiaaMd,  the  Hooae  adjourud  WBthaoadae^ 
diag  th«  naaaqucMien'ODi  tha  prapesiiioB  of  tlM> 
Fioaoeial  CouaillM. 

SKltokvat,  Pebraary  la. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claiw^ 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Todd ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  oommitted  to  a  Coia- 
mtttee  of  the  Whole. 

Hr.  PowBLL,  from  the  eommitiee  appointed  on 
the  petitioa  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle,  made  a  report 
thereon,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  P.  presented 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle ;  which 
was  read;  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  dis* 
eharg^  from  a  farther  consideration  of  the  lettec 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act  filing 
the  Military  Peace  EUtablishmeat,  and  tha  saiia 
letter  was; ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  fiUaroir  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le« 
gialalure'Of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  resmotinf ' 
the  leaeiDR  aadworhia^  the  lead  mines  bcknig- 
mg'ta  tiu  unittd' States  in  said  Territory ;  which 
WM  lafatred  to  the  Ooaimittoe  on  the  PobUe 
LMda. 
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Od  moiion  of  Mr.  HoKbb, 

Baolved,  That  Ibe  Prnideot  of  the  United 
Slates  be  requested  to  have  laid  before  thin  House 
such  of  the  accouDts  of  James  Thomas,  late  a 
Deputjr  QuartermasLer  Geaerat  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  relate  to  purchases  made,  or  expeoses 
iQcarred,  under  any  order  of  General  Smyth,  iu 
the  years  1812  aod  1613,  together  with  all  the 
evidence  relating  to  such  accounts,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  said  accounts  were  settled, 
aod  tbe  |»iDeiples  caiaUiahed  in  the  satdement 
thereof. 

Mr.  MoKu  and  Mr.  Hbsbbet  were  appointed 
a  commitiee  to  preaent  the  said  resolution  to  the 
Presfdeol. 

The  SpBAKBR  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  tbe  memorial  of 
William  Tatham;  which  was  read,  and  refemd 
to  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Root,  tbe  Commitiee  on  the 
Copper  Coin  were  tnsinieied  to  inquire  into  the 
eipedieocy  of  increasing  the  alloy,  or  reducing 
Che  weight  of  tbe  small  siiver  coin  of  the  United 
Btalee. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  then  resumed  ibe  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  ood  Means, 
being  tbe  eeventb  resolution  thereof,  as  amendeci 
by  Ibe  Commitiee  of  the  Whole,  as  follows: 

Boohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  act  to 
proTidfl  additional  rereoues  forclefnying  the  expenses 
of  Oownment  and  muntsining  the  public  credit,  bj 
Ikjing  duties  on  spirits  distilled  wiuun  the  Unitetl 
States  aod  the  Territories  tiiereof,  and  by  amending 
the  act  laymg  duties  on  licenses  to  diadllus  lit  spirit- 
lUMM  liquors,  passed  on  the  21st  of  December,  1814, 
•zceptiog  only  the  10th,  18th,  IStb,  aod  84tb  sectiooa 
thereof,  trotn  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next, 
aod  firom  the  same  day  to  add  Afty  per  centum  to  the 
BWnwt  itf  the  dnty  which  all  stills,  now  subject  to 
do^,  are  liaUe  to  pay ;  and  that  the  net  imposing  dn< 
ties  on  licenses  to  diatiUere  bo  so  emended,  that  licenses 
granted  foe  periods  of  time  less  than  t  year,  shall  be 
paid  for  in  proportion  lo  tbe  time  for  wbicb  they  are 
granted.  , 

On  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  the  qtiestion 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
without  further  debate.  For  the  resolution  105, 
against  it,  37,  as  follows : 

TsAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baker>  Bar* 
bonr,  Bassett,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Belts,  Birdsall,  Birds' 

ge,  Blount,  Boas,  Breckenridge,  Brigbam,  Bryan, 
irnside,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  tyalhono.  Cannon,  Cil- 
ley,  Clarke  of  JVorth  Carolina,  Clendennin,  Comstock, 
C^ner,  Cnlpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  For- 
ney, ForsyU),  Gaston,  Gold,  Qoodiryn,  Griffin,  Hsbo, 
Hammond,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Hul- 
bert,  Huogerford,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken. 
toeky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  MassacbusetU,  King 
of  north  Carolina,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin, 
Lyie,  Maclay,  Mayraut,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of 
Kentneky,  Mills,  Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Newton,  Orm^y,  I'arri^  Pickens,  Piekciing, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Roane,  Root,  Rosa,  Rng* 
^ee,  Sstgeant,  Savage,  Sebeocfc,  Sbeff^^  Sasith  of 
FennsylviBim  SoUth  of  Maryland,  SaUh  of  VirgiBiB, 


Southard,  Stanford,  Stosms,  Stoart,  Taut,  Taylor  sf 
New  Yoik.  Taylor  of  Sontb  Carolina,  Tallair,  Thom- 
as, 'Huroop,  Tucker.  Wallace,  Ward  of  Mew  York. 
Wendover,  Wheaton.  Whitend^  Wilde,  Wilkin.  Wil> 
liams,  Thomas  Wil«ia,  WilUam  Wilson,  Weedwwd. 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baer,  Batooan,  Bradbuiy,  Bieini» 
Cady,  Champion,  Clayton,  Coodiot,  Dav«np«rt,QoU»- 
bcKongb,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hopkinson,  Boger,  Irriog 
of  New  York,  Jewett,  Kent,  Langdoo,  Law,  Lo*M^ 
Lyon,  Mason,  MUnor,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  MasBacho- 
jsetls.  Noyes,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rice,  Strong, 
Taggart,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachosetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wilcox,  aod  Wright. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the considf  ration 
of  the  ninth  resolution,  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  as  follows ; 

Suohed,  That  it  is  expedienk  to  r^ieal  tbe  BCt,  ea> 
titled  X  An  act  to  provide  additional  revenoe*  for  do- 
fraying  the  expetues  of  Government  and  maintaioing 
tbe  piU>lic  creoit,  laying  duties  on  hoooehold  forai- 
ture  and  gold  and  silver  watdiaa,"  pasesd  on  the  VHh 
of  January,  1815. 

Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution,  so  as  to  make  it  read  as  fullows: 

"  Rttohedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  tbe  act 
laying  duties  on  bonsehola  fomitore  and  gold  aod 
stiver  watches ;  and  ao  to  amend  Uu  said  act  as  to 
insure  ths  fiulbfol  exeeotion  thereof  and  to  guard 
against  its  violation,  by  speci^iog  the  artieleo  liiMa  to 
taxation,  and  Uu  amount  to  be  levied  on  each  artida, 
or  by  requiring  a  valuation  to  be  made  by  the  owner 
onbolh.^ 

Mr.  Jackbon  said,  he  wonld  anbmit  his  propo- 
siiioR  with  a  few  remarks,  ex|ilanatory  merely  of 
his  views.  He  would  commence  with  aoswerii^ 
the  objectinus  urged  by  tbe  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means — l&t.  as  to  the  expense 
of  assessing  and  collecting,  wnich  it  was  -said 
would  be  disproportionate  tu  the  product  of  the 
ux.  It  bein^  decided  that  the  direct  tax  shall  be 
continued,  said  Mr.  J.,  it  neeessartty  follows  that 
you  roust  keep  up  the  assessors,  as  the  valuations 
of  land,  dbc,  must  be  annual;  otherwise  a  lax 
would  be  collected  for  a  house  that  was  consumed 
by  fire,  or  a  slave  who  had  died.  As  to  the  Siatei 
who  would  assume  the  direct  tax,  if  that  featnn 
in  the  exitiiog  law  were  preserved,  he  thought 
we  might  ndopt  provisions  similar  to  those  to  be 
found  10  tbe  law  imposing  the  carriage  tax.  The 
second  objection  was,  that  the  law  had  been 
evaded,  and  might  be  again  ended.  This  argu- 
ment applied  to  all  the  indirect  uxes,  and  the 
answer  siven  was,  aod  It  was  a  complete  answer, 
that  furtner  provisions  might  be  adopted  to  rem- 
edy this  evil.  It  was  true,  the  law  had  been 
shamefully  evaded.  The  estimate  of  the  Treas- 
sury  was,  that  the  furniture  tax  would  produce 
$1,238,000,  and  the  duty  on  watches  $230,000. 
Yet,  although  the  duly  oo  watches  was  $225,000; 
which  proves  the  exireme  accuracy  of  the  calcu- 
Ution  made  by  that  department,  the  furniture  lax 
has  only  produced  $75000.  Be  would  guard 
against  these  frauds,  either  by  requiring  the  valu- 
ation to  be  made  by  ibe  owner  on  oaib,  or  laying 
tha  datf  ott  tha  apcoifio  articlaa  of  rwaitani 
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(bcM  modes  of  taiing  property  were  adopted  by 
tbe  Slate  of  VirKioia,  aad  twd  ool  been  tfom- 
plaioed  of.  He  would  not  allow  of  domiciliary 
vinits,  ao  joatly  odioos  to  the  people.  The  valua- 
tioB  or  apeoifieatioo  he  proposed,  sboold  be  made 
by  the  owner.  Tbis  qoestion  he  argued  simply 
as  •  qaestion  of  reTenae;  and  he  thought  if  so 
mucb  money  was  reqotsite,  as  tbe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Afeana  eootemplated,  do  aobjeet  of 
Mxaiion  ma  more  fair  and  more  just  than  thia ; 
indeed}  all  inielfigent  eeoaomiata  held  that  we alih, 
incooie,  and  lozarjr,  were  the  fiiirest.  Thcae  dn- 
tiesj  proposed  fo  be  repealed,  mifht  be  made  to 
yield  oae-third  of  the  amount  of  the  direct  tax, 
and  authorise  the  redaetioo  of  that  tax  from  three 
to  two  miUiooB.  The  direct  tax,  as  all  direct 
laxta  necessarily  do,  falls  not  upon  the  wealthy 
alooci  bat  upon  tbe  extremely  poor  and  mitldliog 
etaases  of  the  people}  it  has  no  relation  to  ioeonM, 
for  the  lands  may  be  eultirated  and  not  anpreei- 
aiing  in  raloe ;  or,  as  is  often  tbe  ease,  yielding  a 
scanty  sabsuieoee  to  the  humble  owner. 

Mr.  J.  estimated  tbe  number  of  families  in  The 
Uaiud  Stales  to  be  1,000,000 ;  one-tenth  of  these, 
he  xuppoaed,  were  liable  to  pay  the  ux,  viz., 
100,000  ;  50,000  he  supposed  owned  furnitare  of 
the  average  value  of  IliBOO;  which,  at  three  dol- 
lars each,  as  the  law  now  is,  would  be  9150,000 
Twenty-fire  tbonsaod  persons  would 

avengt  ca«  thousand  doUan^  at  six  -  150^)00 
The  reBuiniog  twenty-Sve  tnouMad 

would  average  two  tboasand  dollars, 

at  seveDteea   435^000 

Whieb,  with  the  product  of  tbe  duly  on 

watcbcaof      "     -      -      -      -  286.000 

Will  yield  a  total  som  of  -  -  -  «9SU,OU0 
Which  is  equal  to  the  proceeds  of  one-third  of 
tbe  direct  lax— tbe  whole  beinseitimated  to  yield 
a  net  revenue  of  98.700,000.  When  it  was  pro- 
posed to  repeal  the  direct  tax,  we  were  met  with 
the  objection  that  it  was  pledged  to  the  public 
creditor}  yet  those  making  that  objeeiioo  voted 
for  the  repeal  of  this  duty,  which  . is  also  pledffed 
in  the  same  language  with  the  other.  The  pledse 
is  only  to  sapply  an  adequate  revenue ;  and  tne 
revenue,  indrpeodeot  of  the  proceeds  of  the  land 
Ux  and  the  furoiture  tax,  was  adequate  to  all  ne- 
cessary purposes.  He  relied  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  tbe  proof  of 
this  assertion;  t bey  showed  that,  with  the  taxes 
recommended  by  them,  we  could  increase  the 
Sinking  Pond  to  upwards  of  913  000,000  per  an- 
num, and  still  have  a  surplus  of  92,500,000  to  ap- 
propriate to  other  objects.  Although  he  wished 
to  pay  off  the  debt,  be  would  not  do  it  by  giving 
another  premiom  to  those  who,  in  the  hour  of 
difficulty,  exacted  twenty  per  cent,  of  us;  and  be 
eoDteoded,  we  could  not  employ  a  sioking  fund 
to  the  amoimt  recomraeoded,  without  l^iving  a 
premium  to  the  holders  of  stock  to  part  with  it. 
Of  the  new  debt,  there  fell  due  m 

1825   911.139.449 

In  1826    20,607958 

In  1827    85407.768 


Awooaliag,  io  those  three  years,  to  •  963,145,170 


How,  then,  he  asked,  could  a  fund  of  any 
amount,  upon  the  principles  of  a  sinking  fund, 
extinguish  such  a  debt  in  twelve  years,  say  in 
1827,  unless  by  purchasing  tbe  stock  long  before 
it  became  payable  by  the  eootract?  And  that  it 
would  rise  above  its  par  value,  when  tbe  redun- 
dant stock  was  withdrawn  from  the  market,  was 
undoubted.  He  recollected  that,  under  tbe  opcr- 
atioo  of  the  98,000,000  aiokinjg  fund,  the  creditora 
prayed  to  be  exem|ited  from  its  openlioo ;  and  it 
was  onljr  bydeelanog  that  tbe  stock  should  eease 
to  bear  interest  after  the  day  it  was  payable,  by 
allotment,  that  tbe  commissioDers  were  enabled 
to  pay  it  off. 

Tbe  same  result  will  again  be  produced,  unless 
we  have  war,  and  he  conceived  it  the  idlest  fiin- 
tasy  that  ever  entered  the  beads  of  intelligent  gm- 
tlemeo,  that  we  were  to  be  soon  involved  in  war; 
for  bis  part,  be  bad  no  faith  in  tbe  probable  ne- 
cessity or  disposition  to  wage  a  new  war  with 
any  nation;  be  confided  as  well  in  their  pacific 
temper  as  in  our  own;  and  our  strength,  with 
such  dispositions,  was  a  safe  guarantee.  Amg- 
meot  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  proposed,  to  910,000,000,  and  repeal  the 
direct  tax,  and  then  there  will  m  a  sur|dos  of 
more  than  92,900,00a  according  to  the  eaiiroatcs 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  But  if 
we  are  to  have  the  direct  lax  continued  as  part  of 
a  permanent  system,  he  was  for  continuing  tbe 
furniiore  tax,  also,  in  order  that  tbe  accumulated 
revenue  would  enable  os  to  dispense  with  both 
together,  at  some  early  period,  even  though  the 
other  parts  of  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee should  be  adopted.  A  system  of  taxation 
to  be  just  must  draw,  from  every  part  of  the  com- 
munity, a  sum  io  proportion  to  tbeir  wealth  and 
income.  Expenditure  was,  in  general,  tbe  best 
evidence  of  income.  This  was  a  ux  upon  expen- 
diture, and  did  not  embrace  the  necessaries  of 
life  or  domestic  comfort;  the  articles  excluded, 
and  tbe  extent  of  the  exemption  of  such  as  are 
liable  to  valiiaiion,  rendered  the  duty  inopsratire 
upm  those  to  whom  the  direct  ux  was  Offnt^ 
sive;  and  this  was  tbe  only  internal  tax  that- did 
bear  upon  the  wealthy,  in  proportion  to  their 
ability.  He  concluded  by  saying,  in  bis  humble 
opinion,  it  was  incorrect  to  urge,  as  an  arguraant 
against  a  general  proposition  objections  applieap 
ble  solely  to  tbe  details.  When  the  {Hopoaitiea 
was  decided,  it  would  be  for  its  advocates  to  ren- 
der tbe  deuils  unexceptionable ;  and  on  failure 
to  do  so,  then,  and  not  till  then,  was  the  argn> 
ment  admissible.  As  far  as  his  observation  ex- 
tended, all  the  independent  inhabiunts  of  the 
towns  possessed  furniture  of  a  kind  and  value 
falling  within  tbe  provisions  of  the  law ;  and  he 
could  not  admit  that  they  were  so  depraved  as 
to  violate  it,  when  proper  amendments  were 
adopted. 

Mr.  LuHPKiM  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise,  sir,  as  an  advocate  for  the 
ameodmeni  proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jackson.)  Since!  took  my 
seat  in  thia  House  no  vote  uf  mine  has  been  with* 
,  held  from  the  soppocC  of  the  plaa  for  niisiag  rer- 
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ewie,  submitted  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treesurjr, 
except  the  proposed  coDtinatnoe  of  the  duties  od 
imported  salt,  aad  my  object  at  that  time  ms  <o 
supply  ibe  deficiency  of  revenue  accraing  spon 
that  article,  (wbich  f  considered  as  one  of  the 
first  neoessaries  of  life)  by  continoing  the  tax  on 
watches  and  househ«d  fumhare.  In  selecting 
objects  or  artfeles  for  taxation,  I  deem  it  to  be  a 
eorrqpt  prinoiple,  that  due  regard  aliouU  be  given 
to  wealth,  luxury,  and  tneorae ;  and  the  artieles 
nor  proposed  to'  be  taxed  are  generally  found  in 
the  peeavtsion  of  this  class  of  citizens,  and  there* 
fore  are  least  affected  by^  paying  taxea.  The 

Srieultnral  pait  of  yoar  citizens,  the  planter  and 
i  farmer,  are  in  many  instances  paying  raxes 
upon  very  nnprodoctlre  estates.  The  poor  roan 
who  enppsrta  himself  and  bmily  by  the  sireat  of 
his  face;  the  enltirator  of  the  earth,  has  to  pay 
a' direct  tax,  when  it  is  with  difficulty,  in  many 
oaaes,  that  they  can  make  a  bare  sapport  for  their 
fitmilies.  While  you  are  continuing  taxes  npon 
that  part  of  society,  on  whom  depends  the  b^t 
interests  of  this  country,  I  will  say  more,  on 
whom  depends  the  stability  of  our  republican  in- 
atiintlons,  dnjl  we  adopt  a  system  oi^ favoritism, 
in  fHTor  of  the  luzuiioas  and  wealthy,  who  hare 
the  lai^t  income  estaleat  I  mat  not,  sir,  I 
confraa  it  exeiied  my  aatooishmeBt  when  I  dis* 
eoverrd  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  had 
woposed  a  repeal  of  the  watch  and  fnraitare  tax. 
I  was  Btlll  more  astonished,  sir,  when  I  foand  this 
recommendation  bad  received  the  co-operatioo  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Sir,  when  the  debate  on  the  subject  of  rer- 
enneenlarged  its  course  so  as  to  lead  to  an  inves- 
tigation ofthe  present  state  of  the  nalioo,  I  felt  a  < 
desire  to  present  my  views  to  this  honorable 
body.  What  prevented  me  from  doing  so,  was,  that 
the  ground  which  I  bad  marked  out  to  take  was 
completely  occupied  before  a  favorable  opporto- 
aity  presented  itself  for  me  to  get  the  floor.  Sir, 
il  was  occupied  with  such  ability  as  to  forbid  any 
feebic  attempt  of  mine  to  travel  over  the  same 

FQund.  But,  being  a  new  member  on  this  flooi; 
will  uae  the  present  opportunity  to  vtate,  that  I 
difer  with  some  geBtlemen  here  who  have  ez- 
ynini  a  mot  of  oonldence  in  those  who  admin- 
itter  the  Government.  The  Administration  has 
enjoyed  mr  eoafidence  and  feeble  support  while 
f  remaiDed  a  private  citizen,  and  becoming  a 
member  of  this  House  has  not  changed  my  opin- 
wns.  The  principal  difference  between  myself 
nod  the  Administration  has  heretofore  been,  that 
instead  of  following,  I  have  kept  a  little  before 
the  Administration.  I  was  in  favor  of  the  late 
war  irith  Qnzt  Britain,  and  wanted  the  declar- 
atien  long  before  we  got  it;  and  after  war  was 
declared,  1  was  in  favor  of  energetic  measures  to 
support  and  prosecute  the  war  before  they  were 
resorted  to  br  the  Government.  The  President 
of  the  Unitea  Stain,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  aesaioo,  in  performing  his  Constitu- 
tional duty,  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
■laaj  important  national  objects,  which  I  have 
eatefBlly  examined,  and  which  not  only  merit 
mj  general  appnbaUon,  bqt  which  I  conaidtr  of 


>o  mueh  importanee  to  the  oflRIBtry,  that  I  regret 
that  tbey  have  been  so  long  parmtaed  to  slaas- 
ber;  and  1  ooostder  the  present  moment  pceoU- 
arly  autipicions  to  their  oemraeiwement.  The 
plan  of  fiaanee  submitted  by  ihe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  «od  the  report  of  the  Omnmlttee  *( 
Ways  and  Means,  foimded  on  that  pUo,  baven- 
eeived  my  pariiciHeF  ejcauUaatien  and  oMsideva- 
tion,  and  the  result  is,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  doty  to 
support  that  plan  geoerally,  bat  an  bimnd  todli* 
aent  on  some  points,  one  ot  which  fa,  tbe  tax  now 
under  consideration.  The  wateh  and  farniMie 
tax,  aader  the  exisiing  law,  has  produced  a  rev- 
enue to  the  Qovernment  of  fSOOjOOO,  and  itu 
admitted  that  tbe  law  has  been  very  frequeot^ 
evaded.  I  therefore  conclude,  by  proper  aoiend- 
mcats  to  the  law,  it  may  be  made  *  aoorte^f 
eottsidwable  and  sure  rcwane.  And,ws  I  eon- 
aider  these  anieles  very  proper  ebgaeu  of  taa- 
tioo,  I  shall  give  my  vote  in  favor  of  the  a«ie«d- 
ment  propoKd  by  tbe  gentleman  ftmn  Virginia. 

Mr.  LowNOSB  opposed  tbe  motion,  and  Main 
exphiined  the  reaseat  which  iaduoed  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  reeoiMneiid  «he 
repeal  of  tbe  tax,  which  reeomaieBdaaioii  be  ila- 
fended  at aove  length, on  its  etireqnpiDdoetlve- 
oess  and  rutatuas  eharaeler,  as  pmved  duriniglbe 
term  it  had  been  in  operation. 

On  Mr.  Jaokmm^  propoaitieo,  a  debute  wtk 
place  of  nearly  two  hours  vontintwQce,  in  which 
several  geotlceMopartidpated.  MeesrB.Ceiroi«r, 
SoDTHABO,  Canimr,  WatvBT,  aod  BaBseiTR, 
•everally  spoke  in  favur  of  the  moiaon,aad  against 
the  repeal  of  the  tax;  sad  Messrs.  TATMSOf 
New  York,  Milhoh,  GASTOti,  aod  pKucaaiHa, 
•ppoaed  the  amendment  and  advocated  the  rifMl. 
The  ground  occupied  in  tbe  debate  was  not  very 
extensive;  a  few  prominent  and  obvious  argu- 
menu,  with  some  i I luitratieB, comprising  the  pith 
of  the  discussion.  Those  who  advocated  a  repeal 
of  the  tax,  did  so,  principally,  on  tbe  ground  of 
iu  failing  to  produce  the  anticipated  rerenne,  iu 
whole  product  amounting  to  about  Beireoty-£re 
thousand  doUais,  instead  of  opararda  of  a  mUlioa, 
which  had  been  calculated  on ;  because,  aUi^  of 
ita  odious  character  which  subjected  every  maa^ 
house  to  the  intrusion  of  the  coUector.  and  to 
donicUiary  visits,  without  sufficient  objeetj  be- 
cause, after  all,  it  would  be  evaded  in  many  casai, 
aod  the  odium  of  the  tax  be  incurred,  witbovt 
affording  a  productive  revenue,  &c.   Those  op- 
posed to  repealiag  the  tax,  replied,  that  all  taxes 
were,  more  or  less,  odious  to  the  people ;  but  this 
not  particularly  so;  that  its  unproductiveness  bad 
arisen  from  evasions,  and  an  nnfaitbfol  collection 
of  the  duty ;  that  it  was  equitable,  and,  if  repealed, 
would  exempt  a  certain  class  of  the  community 
almost  entirely  from  contributing  to  the  public 
support;  that  it  was  a  tax  on  wealth  and  luxury, 
and  was  necessary  to  equalize  and  perCeet  the 
system  of  revenue  now  in  progress,  dbc. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  amend  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  n^ 
alive— yeas  64,  nays  90,  as  follows: 

Tua— MoawK.  Alezaader,  Baker,  Baiboor,  Bate* 
nan,  Bennett,  Btoimti  Bneka^  Biyaoi'  BuiwiOf  (Md* 
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mtt,  Gtlh-Hui,  Gumoo,  Cbdie  itf  Nor&  OaialiDi. 

(rf  KMtaoky,  CoHlMkt  Otadist,  Onwfcrd, 
Mia«taa,  I>m1w.  Edward  GoodwTm  OaOi  HaU» 
Hwdio,  Hmvm»  HMdanon,  HvfWt  Hoafeiftid,  Ir- 
win Mf  FewMflfaoim  JMboa.  JolMMii  of  Kmtadtgri 
Km  of  TfapBia.  IDbk  of  N«rUt  Oan>lia%  Low* 
Lnmpkio,  Ljle,  Lyon,  MaelAT,  Majnwt,  McCot',  Mc< 
Kee,  McLeui  of  Kaoiuckj,  Melson  of  Vii|^iiu,  Ormt* 
'  hj,  Piokfliu.  Piper,  PletMoU,  Powell.  Rouie,  Rob- 
tttsoot  Rmsi  Sturpe.  Smith  of  Vimua,  Southard^ 
Taal,  T»Ior  of  South  Caroliaa,  Telfiur,  Thomas, 
Tucker,  Ward  of  THew  York,  WUltalnf,  WiUmgUif, 
Wri^t,  and  Yancey. 

Nati — Mesara.  Archer,  Atherton,  Baer,  Baaaelt, 
BiTfiai,  Betts,  Boaa,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
btfo,  Brewe,  Bnnnlde,  Cadjr,  Ohaneion,  Ohappol, 
OBtf,  GI«7tMi,  Glntdefloio,  Goaner,  Cooper,  OiM^' 
tW)  Cnlpaper,  Calkbert,  Daveoport,  Foraj^*  FanTth, 
OartOB^e^d,  CMdaborongh,  GMamior,  Haho,  Hala, 
HuMM»d,  Hhmni,  HopUBaoD,  Hottert,  L^ham, 
iM^eiUmw  Yaafc,  Jevett,  Kant.  Ttiag  mi  Maaaa- 
dwaitta,  LangdoD,  Law,  Lewia,  LomU,  Lvwndes, 
Maaao,  MiddMon.  MiUa,  Myaor.  Momo  of  Soatfa  Cm- 
eUiM,  Moaelar,  KelwMi  of  MuMchoaalCi,  N««t0D, 
ATorae,  Poiria.  Fiskariw,  PUkn»  JUodoIph,  Boed, 
Kice,  Root,  Riial«H  Serfeant,  Sati^  SdMook, 
Shefler',  fimith  of  Penn^rtvaaia,  Smith  of  HaiTland, 
1     Bunfbrd,  Steama.  Strong,  Btnart,  Stargea,  Tacgait, 
'     Tajlor  of  Nev  York.  Thioop.  Vok,  Ward  of  Hana- 
I     choaetta.  Ward  of  New  Jener,  Webater,  Wendoreri 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Thomaa  Wilaen. 
'     WUtiam  Wilaon,  Woodward,  and  Yatea. 

The  ninth  reaolntioD  vas  then  coDCUrred  in  by 
the  House,  and,  together  with  the  seventh  reso' 
Intioo,  referred  to  the  Commiitee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  with  lastruetioiu  to  report  a  bill  or  billa 
confbrmably  thereto. 

The  remainder  of  the  orders  of  the  day  were 
theii  laid  on  the  table,  on  rnotioa  of  Mr.  Bassett, 
aod  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
00  the  resoluiioo  reported  by  a  select  commit- 
tee fdr  the  relief  of  Commodore  Rodgers.  After 
aome  time  spent  on  this  subject,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  resolution,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading ;  and  the 
House  adjourned  at  half  past  four  o'clock. 

HoNDAT,  Fcbraary  13. 

Mr.  RoBBBTSON,  from  the  Committee  ob  llw 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  were. xeferred  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
wry,  the  petitions  from  auodry  inhabitants  of 
aaid  Territory,  and  of  Seth  Hunt,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  British  graots  of  lands  lyiag  in  that  Ter- 
litery,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr,  R.  reported  a  bill  for  quietioj;  and  adjusciog 
citima  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nelboh,  from  the  Committee  an  the  Ju- 
dieiiry,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  **«od- 
cerning  certain  courts  of  the  United  States  in 
the  State  of  New  York,"  without  amendment, 
aad  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paaiad. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Cadt,  the  Beeiaiary  of  the 
TreaeBry  was  direeted  to  rapart  to  ihia  Hoaae 
vhat  aiUittoiiii  if  uy,  bar*  ben  nttfe  to  the 
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funded  public  debt,  and  to  the  floating  public 
debt,  since  the  30tb  day  of  September  last. 

Mr,  Pleasaitts,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Erastus 
laoomis ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cadt,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  af  so  amendiDg  the  act  eniiiled 
"An  act  to  provide  additional  reTonaes  ftir  de- 
fmyiog  the  eKpeaaes  of  GtoremmeDt  and  mail- 
taiaing  the  pBslio  credit,  by  dutns  on  carriBgea, 
aad  the  harneea  used  liwrcibr,**  ibai  oodvty  aull 
he  paid  for  any  earriage  osvally  employed  jn 
husbandry,  or  for  tbe  traosportation  of  goods. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jemhihob,  the  Commie- 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  was  direetod 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  exhibiting 
tbe  number  ^  acres  of  land  to  which  rights  of 
pie-eaaption  have  been  granted  toiadiriduala,  n 
aay  of  tbe  Btates  or  Territories  of  tbe  United 
Butes  reaiwctively;  together  with  the  probable 
di&reBoe  in  the  amounts  of  moeeys  reeerred  for 
lands  sold  at  pablic  sale,  and  such  Bmoauts  re- 
eeived  for  huids  sold  at  pnTBte  sale.  ' 

The  eogroiiad  refloloiion  for  tbe  relief  of 
Coamwdere  Joha  Rodgers,  harlBg  been  an- 
nouBoed  for  a  third  reading,  it  was,  on  motion  df 
Mr.  Babutt,  reoonmitted  to  a  aeleet  eommittee. 
Mr.  B.  from  that  select  committee  ssbsequeBtlr 
reported  an  ameodmeBt  to  the  restrftitioB ;  wfaieli 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolve  was  ordered  to« 
third  reading. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  reducing  the  direct 
tax  on  the  United  States  to  three  millions, 
No  amendoMat  being  proposed  to  it,  tbe  Com- 
mkiee  rose  aod  reported  the  bill;  which  was 
laid  on  ibe  taUe,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Root,  Of 
New  York,  to  give  him  time  to  prepare  an  amettd- 
■»•«  to  the  detail  of  the  bill. 

The  resolution  expressire  of  the  sense  of  Oob- 
gress  of  tba  gaUnstry  ci  Ctpuin  James  BiddVe, 
tbe  oficeraaod  erow  of  the  Hornet ;  and  aaiia- 
ikr  raaotoiiOD  reBpeetiBg  OaplaiB  Cbarlea  Stew- 
art, and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ComtituiioB, 
for  their  last  vieiory,  passed  ibroc^  a  Oommit- 
toa  of  the  Whole,  and  were  aeverally  ordered, 
tiein.  can-  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  for  rewarding  the  ofieers  and  crew  of 
tbe  Hornet  Air  the  capture  and  destrnction  of  the 
British  sloop-of-war  Penguin,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  Mask  was  filled 
with 986,600,  beioff  the  amount  allowed  in  former 
cases ;  and  tbe  bilF ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

CANADIAN  REFUOEBS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
refugees  from  tbe  British  Provinces  during  the 
late  war. 

Several  papers  were  read  respecting  their  mer- 
its and  services,  among  which  was  a  rery  stron 
teatimony  to  their  merits,  Ac.,  from  Qeneiu 
pMter,  htdy  a  member  of  thu  House. 
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ThU  bill  gave  rtsa  to  a  ratberaaiBiated  debatr, 
ia  which  the  claim  of  the  peiitiooers  to  indem- 
nttf  or  eompeoiaiioo  was  sufltaio'd  by  Meaars. 
Tbroof,  Yatss,  Wbwht,  Qols,  ud  Jobmsom, 
Qf  BLenineky,  and  opposed  by  Menrs,  Houbbt, 

WBB8TKR,aDd  StbONO. 

This  oase  has  been  fully  presented  to  cur  rrad- 
cn  ID  the  shape  of  ibe  pelttioo  of  the  eomtnitiee 
on  behalf  of  these  suffvrers.  Their  claim  is  fae- 
tiieljr  of  a  character  with  that  for  wbieb  amole 
proTision  was  made  at  the  close  of  the  Rerulu- 
tioBsry  war.  Vbey  were  oaiifes  of  this  coun- 
try, aod,  00  the  breaking  out  of  ibe  war,  pre- 
ferred raogiog  themselres  under  the  banoers  of 
their  naiive  coontryi  than  that  to  vbteh,  for  pur- 
poses of  basi&eis,  they  had  a  temporary  alle- 
giance. 

The  opponents  of  the  bill  (which  proposes  to 
compensate  the  elaimanU*  losses  by  dunatiotas  of 
land)  oppOB*  it  aa  rewarding  treachery,  as  poi- 
seniog  the  fountains  cf  morality,  and  use  those 
general  expressions  of  dislike,  and  even  deiesia- 
Uob,  wbieb  such  a  bill  is  likely  to  call  forth  from 
those  who  view  it  in  so  odious  a  light. 

The  bill  was  not  decided  on  ;  but,  oB  notion 
•f  Mr.  JoBMSON,  laid  on  the  (able. 

The  Cummitlee  then  proceeded  to  (be  coasid- 
traiion  of  another  bill  making  further  proTisioo 
for  the  widows  and  orf^as  in  thoaa  who  fell  in 
the  late  war. 

The  House  was  occupied  on  this  snbjeel  until 
Ibe  usual  hour  of  adjoucomeiit. 


ToEaoAT,  February  13. 

Mr.  CaLOWBLL  presented  to  the  House  a  reso< 
lotion  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Slate  of  Ohii^  instroeting  their  Beoaturs,  aod 
xeqoesting  their  Represenutirea  in  Cungres*,  to 
use  ibeir  endeaTors  to  oblain  Ihe  passage  of  an 
acl  of  Congress  proriding  for  Iba  organizaiion, 
arming,  and  discipliaing  the  militia,  and  for 
fomning  saeh  parte  oi  tbeia  as  may  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary ASairs. 

Mr.  STfiPBBHBON  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  lltioois,  ptayiog 
that  the  powers  granted  to,  and  enjoyed  by  the 
Gk>Ternor  of  that  Territory,  may  be  abridged.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  STErasHBOM  presented  aoutfaer  petitioD  of 
the  said  Legislature,  praying  that  the  certificate 
of  a  Paymaster,  given  to  cmain  eompaoiea  of 
rangers  lately  raised  in  tbal  Territory  for  milt- 
ttry  serrlees,  nuiy  be  rceeired  in  payoient  tit 

BiUie  lands.-- Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
iliury  AStirs. 

Mr.  MiBiUATOH,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petition  of  Lewis  Briogier, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  M. 
reported  a  Uli  to  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  lease  out  or  grant,  for  a  term  of 
years,  mioes  of  the  precious  meuls,  discovered 
upon  the  public  laods;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tho  Whole. 


A  mess^e  from  dw  Senata  inlbmd  th«  House 
that  ibe  Scaate  disagree  to  Ihe  aowadnenu  ef 
tfab  House  10  their  bill  "eoneernfng  tin  oanvea- 
tlon  to  reculate  the  commerce  betwoen  the  ler- 
riioriei  of  the  United  States  aod  His  Britaniiic 
Majesty."  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill** au- 
thorizing a  sobscription  for  the  printing  ofa  sec* 
ond  edition  of  the  poblie  documents  f  aod  they 
have  passed  the  biU  "  for  the  relief  of  William 
Morri:»eti,''  with  an  amendment ;  In  which  bill 
and  amendmeDt  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  Spiakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnrv,  accompanied 
with  a  tariff  of  duties  proper  to  be  laid  and  in- 
posed  oo  all  goods,  wares,  and  mercliandise,  im- 
ported into  tbe  United  Siatea  from  any  fweiga 
port  or  place}  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitiee  of  Ways  and  Meau.— (See  Appendix.] 

The  messagairf'UieSciHiie  r^^tingtaaaaKBi- 
menta  of  this  Houaa  u  iheir  bill  eoBceralBg  Ihe 
Convention  Commerce,  Ac,  was  tafcen  Bp, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fwbttb,  ibe  House  de- 
termioed  to  insist  on  its  amendments,  and  to  uk 
a  conference  thereon  with  the  Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
aatborizing  a  subbcription  for  the  printing  of  a 
second  ed  ition  of  the  public  documento,**  was  read 
twice,  and  eommttled  to  a  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "for 
the  relief  uf  William  Morrissett,"  was  read aad 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  resolution,  entitled  "  A  resoln* 
tion  requesting  the  President  to  present  medals 
to  Captain  James  Biddle  aod  the  officers  of  the 
stoop-of-war  Hornet,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed  unaaimously. 

An  engrossed  resolution,  entitled  "JL  resolu- 
tion requesting  the  Prbiideni  to  present  meUalt 
10  Captain  Charles  Stewart  and  the  officers  of 
the  frigate  Constitution,"  was  read  the  third  liiae, 
and  passed  unanimously. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  rewardiag 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop-of-war  Hornet, 
for  the  capture  and  deslrnetioo  of  the-sloopof 
war  Penguin,"  wm  read  the  third  lime,  and 


DOMESTIC  MANUFACTURE& 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manofaetures,  to  whom  were  nfcuad 
the  several  memorials  and  palitious  of  the  oMr 
ufacturera  of  cotton  wool,  made  a  report  ibere* 
on  i  which  was  read,  and  ordend  lo  lie  eo  the 
t^e. 

The  leport  is  aa  follows : 
The  Oomadttaa  ef  Ooumea  aad  Mann&etam,  t» 
whamwmenfened  the  Biiiofials  and  petitioBs  of 
the  laannfactureesefeottea  wort,  iw^aetAdly  sw* 
But  the  fcUowhtg  mpert: 

The  Commltise  wm*  eoaadous  ttat  they  kMl  *^ 
ordinary  ds^  to  pwtem,  whoa  the  Hoase  of  B«P>** 
seatativea  rtfored  to  their  cewidererien  the 
rials  and  peliliaes  ef  the  raaBsfiwtaren  of  eottoo 
wad.  In  shsdisBca  >o  the  lailrBCtiiM  rfthe  Hease, 
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thej  twTo  gi«*n  fnmt  kttantion  to  tbo  rabject, 
bog  leave  to  jueoeDt  the  molt  of  their  deliberatioDS. 

Tbey  ere  not  e  little  apfHreheouve  tb«t  tb«y  baTe 
not  saoceeded  in  doing  justice  to  tabject  to  inti- 
natelj  connected  with  the  advancement  and  proipe- 
rity  of  agricolturo  and  eomnMrce— a  auttject  which 
wdightoned  atataiinen  and  phikMophen  have  deemed 
not  nnwoifhy  of  thnr  atlontion  aod  ooDrideratioD. 

It  ia  not  the  intentiou  of  the  Committee  to  offer  any 
thwHOtical  opinion*  of  their  own,  or  of  other*.  They 
are  persnaded  that  a  diajday  of  qieculative  opiniooa 
wontd  not  meet  with  appiobation.  From  these  views 
the  Committee  are  di^oeed  to  state  fiteta,  and  to  make 
aoch  observations  only  as  shall  be  intimatdy  connected 
with  and  warranted  by  them. 

Prior  to  the  years  18M  and  1807,  establiabments 
Jbr  manaftetariogGOUon  vroolhadnot  bem  attempted 
but  in  a  faw  iBitaaee%  and  on  a  limited  scale.  TbeiT 
riee  and  |aogrese  ate  aOribntable  to  embarraumenta  to 
which  conunaree  was  sal^jected;  which  embarrasa- 
menta  originated  in  oaiMB  not  vrithin  Ute  control  of 
human  prudence. 

WhUe  eommeroe  floariahed,  the  trade  which  had 
been  carried  on  with  the  continent  of  Europe,  with 
tbo  Seat  Lidiea,  ond  with  the  coloniaa  of  Spain  and 
Tnaety  emidied  onr  enterprising  merchants,  the  ben* 
efils  of  which  were  seasiMy  kit  by  the  afiieoltiirists, 
whose  wealth  and  indostiy  vrere  increased  and  ex- 
,  leaded.  When  eztetnal  commerce  was  suspended, 
ths  capitalists  tlkronghout  the  TToioQ  became  soUcitoos 
to  give  activity  to  Uieir  capital.  A  portion  of  it,  it  is 
beficved,  was  directed  to  the  improvement  of  sgrical- 
tore,  and  not  an  inconnderable  poison  of  it,  as  it  ap- 
ptiBf  was  fikffwiae  empkqred  in  erecting  estaUish- 
DMtits  fcr  mann&ctariog  cotton  wool.  To  make  this 
sltfement  as  sntisfactory  as  possible — to  give  it  all  the 
certainty  that  it  la  snac^tible  of  attaining,  the  foUow- 
ing  facts  are  respectfoUy  inbmitted  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Hoose.  lliey  show  the  rapid  progress 
which  has  been  made  in  a  few  years,  and  evideatly 
the  abtli^  to  carry  them  on  with  certainty  of  success, 
should  8  just  and  liberal  policy  regard  them  as  objects 
deserving  encooragement : 
In  the  year  1600,  500  bales  of  cotton  were  maau- 

factnred  in  manubcturinc  establishments. 
In  the  year  1806,  1,000  bues  of  cotton  vrero  maon- 

£ftctured  in  mano&cturing  establishments. 
In  the  year  1810,  10,000  bain  oi  cotton  were  manu' 

&ctured  in  manu&cturing  establishments. 
In  the  year  1816,  90,000  bales  of  cotton  were  mann- 
tactured  in  mano&cturiog  establishments. 
Tbia  statement  the  Committee  have  no  reason  to 
doubt ;  noi  have  they  any  question  as  to  the  truth  of 
the  fbUowing  soeeinct  statnaent  of  tho  capital  which 
is  emfdoyed,  of  Uw  labor  wUch  H  commands,  and  oi 
the  products  of  that  labor : 

Cental  -      .  -  940,000,000 

Muee  enjoyed,  fiom  the  age  of  17  and  • 

apwar£   10,000 

Wnncn  and  Amale  children  •  66,000 

'Bojt  under  17  years  of  age  •  -  84,000 
Wages  of  one  haadred  thousand  persons, 

averaging  $160  each  •  -  •  $16,000,000 
Cotttm  wool  manufactured,  ninety  thou* 

auid  bdee,  tmonnting  to  -  -  £37,000,000 
Knmber  itf  yards     cotton,  of  various 

kinlla   81,000,000 

CM,  ber  yard,  nveraging  80  cents      -  $24,000,000 

Thla  ibe  and  progieas  of  snch  eataUtshmenU  cw 

/I4th  CoH.  1st  Sxss^I 


excite  no  wonder.  The  indnoemente  to  indosby  m  ■ 
iree  government  are  nnmerons  and  inviting.  Effects 
are  always  in  oniaon  with  their  eaosea.  The  induce- 
ments consist  in  the  certainty  and  secority  vAidi 
every  cittaen  enjoys  of  exercising  exclusive  dominion 
over  the  creations  of  hie  genius,  and  the  products  of 
hii  labor;  in  procuring  Aon  his  native  aoil,  at  all 
times,  with  fiwili^t  uo  raw  matMiala  that  are  r^ 
quired,  and  in  the  liberal  enoovragement  that  wiU  be 
accorded  1^  agriculturists  to  those  who,  by  their  lalxw, 
keep  up  a  constant  and  increasing  demand  for  the 
produce  of  agriculture. 

Every  State  will  participate  in  those  advantagea. 
The  resources  of  each  vrill  be  explored,  <^ned,  and 
enlarged.  Different  sections  of  the  nation  will,  ae* 
cording  to  their  position,  the  dimate,  the  population, 
the  hiUiils  of  the  pet^le,  and  the  natnra  of  tbe  soil, 
strike  hito  that  Hh  « indostiy  whteh  is  best  adapted 
to  their  intereat  and  the  good  of  the  whok ;  an  acttre 
and  free  intercourse,  promoted  and  ftcilitatedby  roads 
and  canals,  will  ensue ;  prejudices,  which  are  generated 
by  distance,  and  the  want  of  inducements  to  apfNToadk 
e&ch  other  and  reciprocate  benefits,  will  be  removed  ; 
information  will  be  extended ;  the  Union  will  aeonire 
strength  and  solidity,  and  the  ConititBlion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  of  each  State,  will  be  regarded 
as  fountains  from  which  flow  nnmaoaa  stvaams  of 
public  and  private  prospert^. 

Each  government,  moving  in  its  appro^niate  orbit, 
performing  with  abiJity  its  separate  functions,  irill  be 
endeared  to  the  hearts  of  a  good  and  grateful  people. 

The  States  that  are  meet  dispoeed  to  manu&ctnres,' 
as  regular  occupations,  will  draw  from  the  agricultural 
States  all  the  raw  materials  which  they  want,  and  not 
an  inconsiderable  portion  also  of  the  necessaries  of 
lifo ;  while  the  latter  vrill,  in  addition  to  tbe  benefita 
which  they  at  present  enjoy,  always  command,  in 
peace  or  in  vrar,  at  moderate  prices,  every  speeies  of 
mannftctnre  that  their  wants  may  require.  Mionld 
they  be  inclined  to  manufttctnre  for  themselves,  Ibvj 
can  do  ao  with  suceeas,  because  they  have  all  the 
means  in  their  power  to  erect  and  to  extend  at  ideas- 
ure  manufacturing  establishments.  Our  wantabsing 
supplied  by  oar  own  ingenuilj  and  induatiy,  azpOTta- 
timt  of  qtecie,  to  pay  fat  Jbrdgn  mannfii^ara^  will 
cease. 

The  value  of  American  produce,  at  this  time  ex- 
ported, will  not  enable  the  impwters  to  pay  for  the 
foreign  manufacture  imported.  Whenever  the  two  a^ 
counts  shall  be  fairly  stated,  the  balance  against  the 
United  States  will  be  found  many  millions  of  ddlars. 
Bach  ia  the  state  of  things,  that  the  change  most  be  to 
the  advantage  of  the  United  States.  The  precious 
metals  will  be  attracted  to  them ;  tbe  diffusion  of  which, 
in  a  regular  sod  uniform  current  through  ths  great 
arteries  and  veins  of  the  body  politie,  vrill  give  to  each 
member  health  and  v^or. 

In  proportion  as  the  commerce  of  the  United  Statee 
depends  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  as  a  common 
basis,  will  it  increase  and  become  indepMident  of  those 
revolations  and  fluctnstions,  whidi  die  ambition  and 
jealouqr  of  fbrcign  GoTenunentf  are  too  apt  to  (nroduoe. 
Our  navigation  will  be  qniekened ;  and  supported  ae 
it  will  be  by  internal  rasoarce^  never  before  at  the 
command  of  any  nation,  will  advance  to  ti»  extent  of 
those  resources. 

New  channels  o(  trade  to  eoteipriae,  no  lea  im- 
portent  than  productive,  are  opsniDg,  which  can  be  so 
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cwed  onlr  by  a  wtos  «nd  ^ndeU  pafi^  ^pweisliiV 
lhair  adVadtage. 

If  want  of  forMdg^t  ^uld  negteot  the  cultiTation 
and  improvement  aS  them,  the  opportUD«  moment  ma^ 
be  kiat,  peihtpa,  for  eestoriea,  ana  ene^fiee  of  thu 
nation  be  Oeraby  prevented  frMo  developing  them- 
■^*a%  and  from  making  tiw  boon  whidi  ia  pnSSenA 
ma  awn.  By  trading  en  ovr  own  e^tal,  eoUi^Mu 
trith  other  natlone,  if  Aot  be  not  entiray  d(me  awajT) 
WiU  be  greatly  diminnhed. 

Thie  natural  order  of  tliinga  eahibits  the  commence- 
ment of  a  new  epodi,  which  promiees  peace,  eecarity, 
ud  repose,  by  a  firm  and  steady  reliance  on  the  pro- 
duce 0$  agiieultnte ;  on  tiie  tieasores  that  are  emboaom- 
•d  in  the  earth;  on  Ae  gantna  and  ingmai^  of  otir 
Manaftctnrcts  and  mechanics;  and  en  we  fattaUigenoe 
Mid  Attcpriae  of  ear  maidMMi. 

The  Goreniment,  iinaemiing  the  intelligence  and 
Ihe  art  of  iaitftoving  nie  resonrcea  of  the  nation,  will 
increase  its  effident  powers,  and,  ei^jeyiiqc  the  confi- 
dmiee  of  those  whom  it  has  made  happy,  will  oppose 
to  llw  assailant  of  the  nation's  lights  the  tno,  the  only 
iBsteeMe«gi«,theani^ofwillaiidBtreng1t.  Caases 
modttdng  war  will  be  fcw.  fihtwld  war  {dace, 
Its  ralaiiiltnni  rnnnpiimlirS'riH  br  mllijtatjfl,  inn  the 
aotpanaet  and  bardeM  of  aodi  a  state  of  thinga  will  fiUI 
with  a  weight  leaa  opppeasiTe  and  iajorioos  on  the 
natimi.  The  expendittiresof  the  last  war  were  greatly 
increased  W  a  dependence  on  foreign  anp^es.  The 
prioes  teddant  to  sad  a  dependence  wUl  ahrs^  be 


Had  not  ear  nascent  mannfiMtturing  estaUidunents 
increased  the  qnantity  of  ctMnmoditiee  at  that  time  in 
demand,  the  expenditures  wonld  liaTe  been  much  great 
«r,  and  eoneeqaencee  the  most  fatal  and  disastrous — 
dandng  even  in  oontein^ation — wooM  have  been 
the  fate  of  tliia  naitton.  The  eKperioice  of  the  past 
teaehes  a  lesson  never  to  be  fivgotteD,  vad  points  etn* 
■hs^allyto  ttie  remedy.  A  wise  Govemmeatahoald 
Med  its  admenituHis,  or  the  independmce  of  this 
natlen  witi  be  expoeed  to  "the  shaAs  of  fortune." 

The  committee,  keepuig  in  view  the  interests  of  the 
nation,  cannot  refrain  from  atating  that  cotton  &brioe, 
iMpMled  from  India,  inteiftoe  not  lees  with  that  an 
fiauntement  to  wUiA  agiienlture  is  justly  entitled, 
than  they  do  with  that  iraieh  ought  reasonably  to  be 
accorded  to  the  manu&cturera  of  cotton  wook  The 
raw  material  of  which  they  are  made  is  the  growth  of 
India,  and  of  a  quality  inferior  to  our  own.  The  fab- 
rics flwmsetves,  in  point  of  duration  and  use,  are  like- 
wise infbrior  to  the  subetantial  fabrics  of  American 
manofiictnre.  Although  the  India  cotton  fabrics  can 
be  sold  for  a  lower  price  than  the  American,  yet,  the 
■SBeWDCe  in  the  texture  is  so  much  in  fiivor  of  the 
American,  that  the  latter  may  be  safely  conudered  as 
the  cheapest 

The  distance  of  most  of  the  Western  Sttfee  from 
the  oeean,  tiu  exuberant  richueH  of  the  soil,  and  the 
varied  of  its  products,  forcibly  im press  the  mind  of  Uke 
committee  with  a  belief  that  all  these  causes  conspire 
to  encourage  manufacturee,  and  to  give  an  impetus 
and  direction  to  such  a  disposition.  Although  the 
Western  States  may  be  said  to  be  t'n  tht  gristle,  in  con- 
templation of  that  destiny  to  which  they  are  hasten- 
ing, yet  the  products  of  manufactures  in  those  States 
are  li^ond  every  calculation  that  could  reasonably  be 
nade;  eontraiy  to  the  opinion  of  many  enlightened 
andi'litnoBs  men,  who  have  su^ioted  that  the  induce 
OMnti  of  asricnitare,  and  the  superior  advantagaa  of 


that  lilh,  would  snppiese  any  dtspOiitiOD  to  Oat  won^f 
industry.  But  theories,  how  ingeiuon:^  aoever  ttqr 
may  be  coBStmeted, — bow  much  soever  they  may  be 
made  to  conform  to  the  laws  of  symmetry  and  beauty 
—are  no  sooner  brought  into  conflict  with  Itcta,  than 
they  foil  into  ruins.  In  viewing  thdr  fragments,  the 
mind  is  IrreiiatiUly  led  to  tendnr  llw  hcmage  doe  to 
the  geniiu  and  taste  of  the  ardiiteeta;  bnt  cannot 
rdhdn  from  regretting  die  waate,  to  no  ptn^ose,  of 
superior  intellects.  The  Western  Stales  ^irove  (he 
fallsey  of  such  theories ;  they  appear  in  Aexr  gmwHi 
and  expansion  to  be  in  advance  ofthoui^t.  Wk8e  die 
political  economist  is  drawing  dieir  portraita,  their  fea- 
tures diange  and  enlarge  vrith  such  rapidi^  tltat  fais 
pencil  in  vain  endeavors  to  oateh  their  expreuaiow, 
and  to  fix  &eir  phyafognon^. 

It  is  to  tfadradvantage  to  mamfhctttre,  beoaoae,  liy 
decresiring  tite  be&.  of  the  artides,  diey  at  the  same 
time  increaee  thebr  value  by  labor,  bring  than  to  nw^ 
ket  with  less  expense,  and  with  the  eertain^r  of  obtain- 
ing the  best  prices.  Those  States,  nndmitanding  thstt 
interest,  will  not  be  diverted  from  its  pursuit.  In  the 
encouragement  of  mroofcctnwa,  dwgr  ftid  a  atinralw 
for  agrictdture. 

The  msnufactureis  of  cotton,  in  makiiv  qiplication 
to  the  National  (iovemment  for  eucouragemsut,  have 
been  induced  to  do  so  for  many  reasons*  They  know 
that  their  establishments  are  nerw  and  in  fhor  infoncy, 
and  that  thn  bave  to  encounter  a  oompetition  with' 
foreign  estawiihmenti,  that  have  arrived  at  matnt^, 
that  are  sgmwrted  by  a  large  c^Htal,  and  that  have 
from  the  Government  every  protection  that  can  be 
required. 

The  American  manufacturera  expect  to  meet  with 
all  the  embarrassments  which  a  jealous  and  monopo- 
liiing  spirit  can  suggest.  The  committee  are  aetuiwe 
of  the  force  of  such  considerations.  They  are  con- 
vinced that  old  practicea  andmaxima  will  not  be  Aban- 
doned to  fovor  the  United-States.  The  foreign  manu- 
facturers and  merchants  will  put  in  requisition  all  the 
powers  of  ingenuity ;  wOl  practise  whatever  art  can 
devise,  and  capital  can  accomplish,  to  prevent  ^ 
American  manufocturiug  establiuiments  from  tskiag 
root  and  flourishing  in  tiietr  rich  and  native  soil.  By 
the  dlowanee  of  bounties  and  drawbacks,  die  fbretgn 
mannfrwtarers  and  merchants  will  be  furnished  with 
additional  meana  of  carrying  on  the  conflict,  and  of  in- 
suring success. 

The  .^erican  manafocturem  have  goo^  reasons  for 
their  appreheiiriona>-they  have  much  at  stake.  They 
have  a  large  capital  emp!;yed.  and  are  foelingly  alive 
for  its  fote.  Should  the  National  Government  not 
aSbrd  them  protection,  the  dangers  which  invest  and 
threaten  them  will  destroy  all  their  hopes,  and  vrill 
close  their  prospects  of  utility  to  their  country.  A 
reasonable  encouragement  will  sustain  and  keep  them 
erect;  but  if  they  fall,  they  fall  never  to  rise  sgain. 

The  foreign  mannfoctaiera  and  merchants  know 
tUs ;  and  wfll  redoable  with  renovated  leal  the  stioks 
to  prostrate  them.  They  also  know,  that  should  the 
American  manufacturing  establietunents  fall,  their 
mouldering  piles — the  visible  ruins  of  a  tekislative 
breath — wUl  warn  all  who  shall  tread  in  tiie  sa&e  fnot- 
Bteiw,  of  the  doom,  the  inevitable  destiny,  of 
tablidunents. 

The  National  Government,  in  viewing  the  dtestrous 
efieeta  of  ashort-ai^tedpoUcy,  mayrelentt  bat  what 
can  relenting  availl  Can  it  raise  the  dead  to  life  t 
Can  it  give,  fbr  Iqjatiet  inflicted,  the  nparaeimi  ^ 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


966 


mSTORT  OF  GON0RBSS. 


966 


F*BBRVAKT,1816. 


is  da«  t  XodlMtij,  in  OTwyiMnlficttiop  of  aociaty,  will 
liwi  tbe  thoekt  and  gtiuntioiuvriU,  u  thej  suecsed 
Mcli  other,  Ael  the  efiects  <tf  Us  imdalatioiw.  Dimt- 
irfhrlinfi  will  b«viflU«  «v«r7whera,  and  the  kwt  eonfi- 
donco  and  affectioiM  of  the  citaeBs  will  not  be  the  least 
of  the  evils  the  Government  will  have  to  deplore.  But, 
ahonld  the  National  Government^  pursoing  an  enUght- 
ened  and  libani  fotiej,  auatain  and  foetar  the  mann- 
factnring  eatabUumantaf  a  ftw  jears  vould  place  them 
in  ■  ooiidilia&  ta  Md  defianee  to  fiireign  compeUtioDt 
Slid  wooM  enaUb  tiMm  to  incnase  tbe  indartry*  wealth, 
■nd  proaporitr  of  the'  o^n ;  md  to  afibrd  to  Gov- 
emmoitjin  times  of  difficol^  and  diitren,iriiateTerit 
may  require  to  support  jmbhc  credit,  while  maintain- 
ing the  rights  of  the  iwtnnt. 

Providence,  in  bcmntlfuQy  pladng  within  our  reach 
whatever  can  ndnbter  to  happiness  and  comfort,  indi- 
eatea  plainly  to  as  onr  datr,  and  what  we  owe  to  our- 
selves. Owe  Teaovroes  are  Miondant  and  inexhaustible. 

l%e  aland -that  Ardtimedea  wanted,  ii  given  to  the 
Matioital  and  State  GonmnwDts;  and  labopsaving 
■t"*?— 7  tmden  the  laver— ^  power  of  faring^g 
Omaa  iwmcei  into  nae. 

This  power  imparts  incalonlable  advantages  to  a 
nation  whose  population  is  not  ftlll.  The  United  States 
require  the  use  of  tlus  power,  because  they  do  not 
abooAd  in  population.  The  duninutton  of  manual 
labor,  h;  means  of  machinery,  in  the  cotton  manufac- 
tttte  of  Great  Britain,  was,  in  the  year  1810,  as  two 
hundred  to  one.  Oar  manuiactnres  have  already 
anSed  tli«Dselvasof  this  power,  aadhave  profited 
it.  A  little  more  nqiarienee  in  making  macunes,  and 
in  mana^g  them  with  dull,  will  enable  our  manubc- 
turers  to  su[^y  more  fobrios  than  are  necessary  for  the 
home  demand.  Competition  will  make  the  prioea  of 
the  articles  low,  and  the  extension  of  the  ootton  man* 
Oftctories  will  produce  that  competitioa. 

One  striking  and  important  advantage  which  labor- 
saving  machines  bestow  is  this,  that  in  all  their  opera- 
tiont  th^r  leqoire  few  men,  as  a  reference  to  another 
part  at  uis  report  will  show.  lio  apprehensions  can, 
-titan,  be  eariously  entertained,  that  agriculture  will  be 
in  danger  of  having  its  effident  laborers  withdravm 
from  ita  service.  On  the  contrary,  the  manufacturing 
aetaMirfimente,  increaaiBg  the  demand  for  raw  mate- 
tials,  wilt  give  to  agricalttn«  new  life  and  expansion. 

The  oommittee,  after  having  with  great  deference 
and  reject  presented  to  the  Hoase  this  important  sub* 
jeet,  in  various  points  of  view,  feel  themselves  eon- 
stxaiaed,  before  conctnUsg  the  r^wrt,  to  ofier  a  few 
aiimemlioam,  which  the?  eOBsider  as  being  immedi- 
aUij  oonMBted  with  it,  and  not  less  ao,  with  thepiaa- 
eot  and  futnre  proq>wity  of  this  nation. 

1^  pffo^eeis  of  an  MlaiV«d  oMunatoe  are  not  flat- 
taring. 

Eveiy  nalien,  irn  tkMs  ef  peace,  wiB  aiqiply  its  own 
wonts  £tom  its  own  nsDUNW,  or  from  those  of  other 
aaticms. 

Whenaop^ea  are  drawn  from  fotaign  coontries, 
the  inteiseiine  wUoh  will  ensoe  wfll  furnish  empley- 
ment  to  the  navigation  only  of  the  countries  connected, 
by  tii^  ncipttMBl  waBlfc 

Our  eoneem  dees  not  sitss  from,  nor  can  it  be  in- 
weaaad  by,  the  UmitMion  vUdi  o«x  navigation  and 
tnde  will  hacrc  preeeribed  to  dwm,  by  tite  peace  and 
^parent  lepoae  of  Europe. 

Oar  apprdteniioM  arin  from  causes  that  cannot 
auaata  by  their  cfiecM^  Look  wheresoevw  the  m 
cnglaae^  ind  irtwl  an  the  olgocii  that  tfnka  tbm 


H.  ofR. 


virion  ?  On  the  oontinent  of  Buroee,  indostn,  da- 
prived  of  its  motive  and  ineitemeM,  n  pan^pted:  the 
accumulated  weaMi  of  agM,  seised  by  oie  hand  ofmil- 
ilaiy  despotism,  is  appropriated  to,  and  aqttaiidM«d  on 
^^Mts  of  ambition ;  the  order  of  thrngs  unaetUed,  and 
oonfidenoe  between  man  and  man  anutttilatad.  Bveiy 
moment  is  looked  for  with  tremuloos,  anxious,  and  in* 
creased  soliatode;  hope  languiihes,  and  commercial 
enterprise  stiffens  with  fear.  The  pditieal  horizon  ap- 
pears  to  be  calm,  but  many  Of  no  ordinary  si^aoity 
think  they  behold  rigna  porttntei  of  a  Relent  tempest, 
irtidt  will  agsin  rage  and  deaidata  diat  davot«d  fqrkm. 
Should  this  prediction  fail,  no  change  for  the  better, 
under  existing  circmnstanoes,  can  take  pluM.  Where 
despotism,  mUitary  despotism,  reigns,  auence  andfea]> 
fnl  stillness  must  prevail. 

Such  is  the  prospect  wtiich  continental  Europe  ex- 
hibits to  the  enterprise  of  American  merchants.  Can 
it  be  poanible  for  them  to  find  in  that  region  soorces 
which  will  supply  them  with  more  than  seventeen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  the  balance  due  for  British  manufac- 
tures ;  this  balance  being  over  and  above  the  value  of 
all  the  expotta  to  fbreign  countries  from  the  United 
States.  The  view  which  is  gnren  to  the  dreary  {vos* 
pect  of  commercial  advantages,  aecming  to  the  United 
States  by  an  intercourse  with  continental  Europe,  is 
believed  to  be  just.  The  statement  made  of  die  great 
balance  in  fevor  of  Great  Britain,  due  from  the  United 
States,  is  founded  on  matter  of  fact. 

In  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  are  gathered  together 
and  held  many  powers  which  they  have  not  been  ac< 
emtomed  hitherto  to  feel  and  to  exenase.  No  im- 
iffoper  motivea  are  intended  to  bo  inpiited  to  that 
Government  But  does  not  experimce  teach  a  leHon 
that  should  never  be  forgotten,  that  Govemmeots,  like 
infividoals,  are  apt  "  to  feel  power  and  foiget  right  t** 
It  is  not  inconsistent  with  natfonsl  decorom  to  become 
cireamspect  and  prudent.  May  not  the  Govwnment  of 
Great  £^tain  be  inelmed,  in  analysing  the  basis  of  her 
political  power,  to  consider  and  regard  the  United  States 
as  her  rival,  and  to  induce  an  tmpropez  jealonay--the 
enemy  of  peace  and  zapeaa  ?  Can  it  bepditietlnaiiy 
point  of  view,  to  make  the  United  States  depwident 
OB  any  nation  fov  suites  abaolutely  neeeasaiy  tor  do* 
fecwa,  or  cemfojt,  and  fi>r  accommodation  1  Wilt  not 
thestrength,  the  political  energies  of  tiiis  nation,  be  ma- 
terially impaired,  at  any  time,  but  fatally  so  in  those  of 
diffiodQranddiirtrBss,bysachdflpendene^  Donotthe 
suggestions  of  vrisdom  plainly  show  that  the  eeeuri^, 
the  peace,  and  the  happinesa  c£  tbisaatian  itoyJ  on 
qMolng  and  enlarging  all  omr  resDnreai,  and  drawing 
from  them  whatever  shall  be  re^aii«d  fiw  public  use  or 
IMimte  aosaaMKodatkm  t  Hie  cowmittiw,  fton  the 
views  which  they  have  taken,  eonddar  the  aitaatioo 
of  mannfootBriag  eatabliehments  to  beperikms.  Some 
have  deonased,  and  othm  have  suspended  business. 
A  liberal  encoufagement  will  put  them  again  into  op- 
eration with  increased  powers ;  bat  should  it  be  vrith* 
hrid  they  vrill  be  proatoated.  Thousands  will  be  re* 
dnoed  to  vrant  and  wretehedness.  A  cmital  <tf  near 
sixty  millkms  of  dollars  vrill  become  biaetive,  the 
gnatsr  part  of  which  win  be  a  dead  loss  to  the  mnui- 
ftetoren*  Onr  improvidence  may  lead  to  fetal  cotiss- 
quenees.  The  Powers  jealous  of  our  grovrth  and  pros- 
perity, vrill  acqoir^  tiie  resources  and  strength  winch 
thu  Government  neglects  to  improve.  It  requires  no 
prophet  to  foretell  the  use  that  foreign  Powers  will 
make  of  them.  The  committee,  fitom  all  the  coosidet* 
•tions  whidi  they  have  given  to  thii  lolgeet,  en  deti^y 
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iBptMMd  witk  «  eomietioii  that  die  mum&etutinff 
wtablUbiiMnti  of  ooUon  wool  we  of  real  atility  to  the 
•fricnltanl  iBtneet,  ud  that  tbw  cootribote  mudi 
to  the  pnMperily  of  the  llnion.  Under  the  inflnence 
of  this  coDTictioD,  the  conuDittee  beg  leave  to  tender 
reapeetftiUT,  with  thie  report,  the  following  reiolution: 
SeBohedf  That,  from  and  after  the  30th  day  of  June 
iMztt  in  lien  of  the  dntiea  now  anthoriced  by  law, 
4h«n  be  hid,  Ivried,  and  collected  on  cotton  gooda  im- 
ported iirto  Uie  United  Statea,  and  ToiritonM  tha«o( 

from  any  foceign  country  whatam,  per  eentom 

•d  nhnmt  bebif  not  laaa  than  — —  centa  per  aqnan 
yard* 

THE  RETSNUE. 
The  House  took  no  th«  bill  to  reduce  the  Baouot 
of  direct  lax  upon  toe  United  Stales  and  the  Dis- 
triet  of  Colombia,  for  the  year  1816 ;  and  the 
•ame  being  amended,  a  motion  was  mode  by 
Mr.  ATBsnroN  furtlier  to  amend  the  said  bill  by 
sIrikiDf  out  from  the  third  line  ibe  words  to  mum 
^  and  from  the  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  lines, 
uie  following  words ;  "  at  layt  a  direct  tax  of 
9ix  millumt  of  doBart,for  the  year  1816,  and  for 
Mcceeding  yeartf^  and  by  adding  to  the  end  of 
the  section  the  words  following:  '^Provided, 
neverthdat,  that  the  same  shall  be  in  force  so  far 
as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  collection 
of  the  direct  tax  for  the  vear  161&;"  thereby 
proposing  a  total  repeal  of  the  act  imposing  a  di- 
rect tax. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative— yeas  6^  nays  88, 
as  follows : 

Tbas — Measn.  Atheiton,  Baer,  Barimnr,  Baylies, 
Bess,  Bradbniy,  Breekenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Bry- 
an, Cady,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North 
Candina,  Clayton,  Cooper,  ColMper,  Edwards,  Gdds- 
beroagh.  Hale,  Hardin,  Hawea,  Heister,  Herbert,  Hun- 
ger ford,  Jadutm,  Jewett,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King 
of  North  Csjdina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lo*e,LTon,  Mason, 
McCoy,  McKee,  Moore,  Moeelsy,  Noyes,  Parris.  Pick- 
MM,  Pitkin,  Reed,  Rice,  8he^,  Smith  of  Vi^ia, 
Stanford,  Steams,  Strong,  Stnart,  Stnrges,  Taggart, 
TaUmadge,  Taut,  Thomas,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massadm- 
aetts.  Ward  of  New  York,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wil- 
«ox,  Wright,  and  Yane^. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Ardier,  Baker, 
Bateman,  Bennett,  BetU,  Birdsall,  Biidseye,  Brooks, 
Boiuide,  Bnrwell,  CaldweU.  Caliiomi,  Chappelt, 
Clark  of  Kentvdw,  Cainstod,Condiel,  Cmumt.  Onw 
Ibid,  Orrii^ton,  Cnthliar^  DariingtM,  Daaha,  Pomn, 
Pointh,Oastoa,  Gdd,  Ooodwyn,  Griffin,  Habn,  Hall, 
HepMnswi,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Irwin  of 
Pennsf  Irania,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kant,  Kerr  of 
Vi^ima,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lum|dun,  Lyle,  Maday, 
Mayrant,HcLeanofKentncky,MoLeaniHOhio,  Mid- 
dleton,  Mills,  Milner,  Ndstm  of  Massachusetts,  New- 
ton>  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pleaaants,  Reynolds, 
Roane,  Robertaon,  Root,  Rasa,  Rng^ea,  Sergeant, 
Savage,  Schenek,  Smift  ^  Pnmaylvania,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Cm- 
Bna,Tel&ir,  Throop,  Tnt^er,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
Jeteey,  Wendover,  Whiteaide,  Wilde,  WUIoaghby, 
Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wilaon,  Woodward,  and 
Yatea. 

Mr.  PiCKBBiMa  then  moved  further  to  amend 
the  said  bill  by  inserting  in  the  second  line  of  the 
seeondseetioB,  after  tht  word  "  hereby,"  the  wwd 
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annually,"  and  by  striking  out  from  the  third 
and  fonrtb  lines  the  following  words:  "  for  tbe 
year  one  tbonsand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen 
thereby  proposing  to  render  the  direct  tax  a  per- 
manent, and  not  an  annual  one. 

And  tbe  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  tbe  native — yeas  90,  naya  199,  as 
follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bateman,  Birdseye,  Gaston,  Hof> 
kinson,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jewett,  Kent, 
Law,  Lovett,  Milts,  Milnor,  Nelson  of  Massadiosetts, 
Pidiering,  Sergeant,  S^nck,  Smith  of  Pennsylraaia, 
Taylor  of  New  York,  Wendover,  and  William  WDson. 

Navs — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  ArdHO',  ^Um^ 
ton.  Bier,  Baker.  Barbour,  Basselt,  Bayliea,  Benoelt, 
BeUs,  Birdsall,  Boas,  Bradbniy,  Bredtsniidge,  Biif> 
ham.  Brooks,  Brown,  Bryan,  Bnmaide,  Burwdl.  Cady, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chappdl, 
Cilley,  Claike  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kenlntty, 
Comstodt,  Condict,  Conner,  Crawjbrd,  Cretghtoa. 
Culpener,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Edwards,  For- 
ney, Forsyth,  Gold,  Goldeboroogb,  GocMlwyn,  Griffin, 
Hahn,  Hale,  Hall,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister,  Herbert, 
HnlbMl,  Hnngerfbid,  Icmn  (rfPennsylnnia,  Jadkaon* 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Tirpnia,  .King  oTMas- 
sachnseUs,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdou,  Lewta, 
Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Maday,  Ma* 
son,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pidens,  Ptper,_  Pit- 
kin, Pleksants,  Reynoh^  Rice,  Roane,  Roberboo, 
Root,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Savage,  Sharpe,  Shefiey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Virpnia,  Stanford,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Stnart,  Storgea,  T^gart,  TaUmadge,  Tate, 
Taal,  Taylor  of  South  Carc^na,  Tellair,  Thoma%  < 
Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Tose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  j 
MasBsdinsettB,  Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton.  Whiteside,  Wilcox.  WUde, 
Williams,  Witlooghby,  Woodward,  Wright,  Yancey, 
and  Yates. 

Mr.  Ls-ON  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  seeoal  i 
section  of  ibe  bill ;  which  motion  was  negatirei  i 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Matbamt  to  strib  ' 
out  the  words  "three  miUiont,"  the  amount  of 
tbe  direct  tax  proposed  to  be  levied,  and  in  lien 
thereof  to  insert  "  fipo  mtUtonr;"  and  iheqoes- 
tioo  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  determined  ia 
the  negative — yeas  54,  nays  96,  as  follows : 

Ybab — ^Meaars.  Alexander,  Baer,  BariKmr,  Bassett, 
Breekenridge,  Bredu^  Brown,  Bryan,  BnrwsU,  Can*  ' 
non,  Clarke  ot  North  Canrtina,  Desha,  Edvrards,  Pof> 
ney,  Goldsboroogh,  Ooodwyn,  Hall,  Hawea,  HoIbsHb 
Hnngerfind,  Ja^aiui,  Jdtnson  of  Kentndiy,  King  ei 
Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Levrts,Lyon, 
Mayrant,  HoCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Nt^es,  Ormsby,  Panis,  Pii^s,  Ktkln.  Reynolds. 
Rice,  Sharpe,  Shefiey,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Strong.  Stnart,  Sturges,  Tale,  Taal,  Tbenas,  Toee, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Wibox,  Williams,  Wright,  a^ 
Ifancey. 

Nats— Meanrs.  Adgate,  Archer,  AthertM,  Bahar. 
Bateman,  Bayliea,  Bennett,  Betts.  Birdaall,  Kido^ 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Brij^iam,  BotBside,  Cady,  C$UwaH, 
Calhoun,  Champion,  ChappeU,  Cilley.  Claik  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Oomstoek,  Condict,  Caiuer,  Cnm- 
ford,  Cretghton.CuIpepOT,  Cuthbert,  Darlingisn,  Fw 
nth.  GastMi,  Gdd,  Griffin,  Ofoeveim,  HahB,Hal4 
HnbBr^  HopUnsoa,  Ingham*  Irving  of  Now  Tedt» 
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Iiwin  of  PeniMTlTani*,  Jewatt,  Kwt,  Keir  of  Virginia. 
LangdiHi,  Law,  Lotc^  Lov«U,  I.owtidM,  Lampkin, 
Lvle,  Mulay,  MaMn,  McLmd  of  Ohio,  Middloton, 
Milli,  MilDor,  Moora,  Moaatoy,  NeltM  of  MaMeho* 
Mlti>  N^on  of  Virginia,  Nawton,  I^ekeringt  Piper, 
neaaanta,  Read,  Roaoe,  Robertaoa,  Root,  Row,  Rag- 
gle^  Sergaant,  Sange,  Sisheack,  Smith  of  Peniujl- 
wiia.  Smith  of  Maijland,  Steama,  Taggart.  Tall- 
madge,  Taylor  of  New  YoA,  Taylor  of  South  Caro- 
liDa,  TMur,  Throop,  TowBaend,  Tocker,  Wallace, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jeraey,  WendoTer, 
Whiteside,  WUde,  WiiloniUj,  Willian  WUaoD, 
Woodward,  and  Yalaa. 

Mr.  McLiAM,  of  Ohio,  moved  an  ameadmeDt, 
the  object  of  which  was,  io  ease  the  States  or 
Ohio  or  Louisiana  should  aiaDine  their  quota  of 
the  direct  tax,  to  aathorize  the  Leglslatores  to 
collect  their  proportioD  of  the  same  from  the 
parehasers  of  pablie  land  from  the  QoTeromeot, 
notwitbstandiDg  aaf  proTlsloo  in  the  cootract 
between  the  ITuited  States  and  the  States  to  the 
contrary.  Ttaia  motion  was  agreed  to— ayes  82, 
noes  45. 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Tallmadob  to 
add  the  followinsr  proviso  to  the  second  section 
ihereotto  wit: 

Provided,  That  so  mnch  of  the  fortieth  section  of 
the  aforeaud  act,  paased  on  the  9th  of  ianoaiy,  1815, 
st  aathorisea  any  State  to  aasume  and  pay  iU  qoota 
of  the  dixact  tax,  is  hereby  repealed." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
deiermined  in  the  negative.  The  question  was 
then  put,  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
Ihird  timet  It  passed  to  the  affirmatire— yeas 
J06,  nays  46,  as  foUowa: 

YsAS — Means.  Adgata,  Alexander,  Ardter,  Ather- 
ton.  Baker,  Barbonr.Baasett,  Bennett,  BetU,BirdaaU> 
Birdseye,  Blount,  Bret^oridge,  Brooks,  Bnmside, 
BnrwBll,  CaJy,  CaldweU,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell. 
CUrke  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentntky,  CUy- 
too,  Clendennhi,  Comatock,  Condict,  Conner,  Cot^r, 
Gtawford,  Creighton,  Cnlpeper,  Cuthbeit,  DaHmg- 
ton,  Deaha,  Edward*.  Forney,  Fornth,  Gaston,  Gold, 
Goodwyn,  Griffin.  Habn,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hendeiaan, 
Herbert,  Hongeiford,  Ingham,  Irring  of  Now  York, 
Irwin  of  Pennsylrania,  Jackeon,  Jobnaon  of  Kontne^, 
Kenk  Kerr  of  Pennaylwia,  Lewis,  Lo»e,  Lowndes, 
Lampkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McKe^  Mc- 
Leur«r Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Nelaon  of  Vu- 
ginia,  Newton,  Otmsby,  Parria,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Plea- 
sants, Powell,  Reynolds.  Roane,  Robertaon,  Hoot, 
Ross,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Schendc.  Sharpe,  Shefley, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Tiigiiiia,  Bonthard, 
TanI,  Taylor  of  New  York,  TmIot  of  8o«th  OaioUn^ 
TaUUr.  ThBOia%  Townaond,  TuAer,  Wallace.  Ward 
of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webater,  Wand- 
over,  Whiteaide,  WiMe.  Willoughby,  Wffliam  Wilaon, 
Woodward,  Yancw,  and  Yates. 

Nats— Measra.  Baar,  Bayliea.  Boas,  Bradbury,  Bry- 
htm,  Brown,  Champion,  CUley,  Davonport,  G^»»- 
boraogh,  Groarenor,  Hale,  Heister,  Hopkineon,  Hnt 
hmt,  Jewett,  King  of  MfeasMhws(t%  Langdon,  Law, 
UwtU  Mason,  McCer,  Milla,  Mooreof  Sonth  Carolina, 
KaaekT,  Nelson  of  Maasaehiiaetta,  Noyes,  Piekermg: 
Kaed,  Rke,  Ruggles^  Sadth  of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford, 
itoraw.  Strong,  Stuart,  Stnrge^  Tanart,  Tallmadge, 
Tate,  Vose,  Ward  of  HasaaehnsettB,WheatoD,Wdcox, 

WiUuns,  and  Wright. 


The  bill  was  than  ordmd  to  be  read  a  thiiA 
time  to-morrow. 

ORBNANGE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  ordnance  and 
ordoance  stores  for  the  year  1816. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  fillup  the  blank,  for  this 
purpose,  with  91,065;824— 

Mr.  Wriqht  opposed  this  amount,  and  pro- 
posed to  substitute  9500,000  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Desha  said,  aItbou|[h  he  should  rote 
against  filling  the  blaak  with  one  million  and 
sixty-Gve  (housaad  dollars,  be  did  believe  that 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  was 
rather  ander  the  mark,  and  was  ia  hopes  that  the 
genUeman  would  niodify  his  motion  from  fire  to 
ail  hundred  thoosaod  dollars,  which  was  suffi- 
cient to  answer  everjr  purpose  of  enabling  the 
Government  to  meet  lU  engagements^  to  keep  up 
and  regularly  progress  in  manufoctnrmg  arms  of 
every  description  necessary  to  meet  a  state  of 
war,  let  it  occur  when  it  would,  as  well  as  to  fin- 
ish the  fortifications,  arsenals,  and  magazines, 
already  commenced,  and  construct  some  new 
ones.  Mr.  D.  said,  that  a  state  of  war  was  alwavs 
a  state  of  extreme  expense ;  that  he  could  not  be 
charged  with  a  want  of  liberality  pending  the 
Ute  war,  in  refusing  to  grant  men  or  money,  or 
aoythiog  that  was  necessary  to  insure  an  ener- 
getic and  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  He 
said  that  be  had  supported  everything  (inde- 
pendent of  expense)  that  was  calculated  to  nerve 
the  national  arm  and  give  it  vigor,  knowing  the 
people  would  not  hesitate  to  submit  to  any  priva- 
tions in  defence  of  their  rights.  They  gave  per- 
sonal service  cheerfully,  and  paid  taxes  wilUngty; 
and  the  war  terminating;  happily  and  trium- 
phantly, is  more  to  be  attributed  to  the  valor  and 
native  energies  of  the  American  people  than 
management ;  and  I  rejoice  to  think,  that  while 
ibis  native  energy  exists  in  the  American  char- 
acter, this  country  oerer  can  be  subjogated,  even 
by  a  combination  of  despots,  independent  of  man- 
agement, or  who  may  be  at  the  helm.  The  war 
is  now  over ;  it  was  happily  terminated ;  he  felt 
disposed  to  retrench,  to  curtail  our  expenses,  and 
lighten  the  burdens  of  the  people,  who  acted  so 
meritoriously  throughout  the  most  trying  difficul- 
ties. Enormous  expenses  necessarily  reault  from 
a  state  of  war,  but  now  was  the  tim^  not  only  to 
retrench  in  oar  expenses,  but  to  go  on  an  ec(H 
nomteal  scale.  Although  the  people  submitted 
without  a  murmur  to  heavf  burdens  to  sustain  « 
stale  of  war,  where  their  rights  were  involved, 
they  will  expect  those  burdens  to  be  measurably 
removed  in  a  time  of  peace;  they  will  expect 
frugality  from  our  hands  instead  of  profusion, 
ana  they  have  a  right  to  expect  it. 

Gentlemen  tell  you  that  one  million  and  sixty- 
five  thousand  dollars  ia  necessary  to  fulfil  engage- 
ments entered  into  in  relation  to  the  Ordoance 
department.  If  this  was  the  ease  I  would  not 
hesitate  a  moment  to  grant  it.  I  hold  pnneto- 
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alit^  to  be  essential  in  Ooveromeois  as  well  as 
individuals.  There  is  not  a  man  io  this  House 
who  would  go  greater  lengtba  to  pneaerre  the 
character  of  the  natioa  than  I  would,  or  |>revent 
its  honor  from  beine  compromltted :  but  if  geD- 
ttemen  would  cast  Ibeir  efea  oTcr  the  document 
that  was  Uiis  morning  laid  on  their  tables,  they 
would  discover  this  not  to  be  the  fact ;  they  would 
discover  that  it  requires  oiUy  two  hundred  and 
ninety  thousand  dollars  to  meet  the  engagemems 
in  the  Ordnance  departmeot.  I  am  wHliDg  to 
gire  every  facility  to  the  Ordnance  department, 
and  if  the  one  million  and  sixty-five  thousand 
doUarSj  as  contemplated,  was  to  be  appropriated 
for  one  year  only,  I  should  not  hesitate  about  it; 
but  it  is  intended,  agreeable  to  the  provistoos  of 
the  bill,  as  an  annual,  a  permanent  regulation. 
As  a  permanent  regulation.  I  think  that  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  would  not  only  be  an  am- 
ple, but  a  liberal  appropriation.  It  would  not 
only  enable  Government  to  comply  with  its  en- 
gagements, but  finish  the  arsenals,  magazines,  and 
fortifications  that  baVe  been  commenced,  aad  to 
coDsiruet  new  ones  if  ft  is  found  necessary.  Mr. 
D.  said,  be  had  not  as  mnch  confideBee  in  foriifi- 
tions  for  the  defence  of  our  extensive  coast  or 
frontiers  as  some  gentlemen  appeared  to  have; 
hi  depended  more  on  the  yeomanry  of  tlu  coun- 
try, under  proper  organisation  and  discipline,  to 
deter  foreign  Powers  from  encroaching  on  our 
rights,  or  making  a  descent  on  our  territory,  than 
batteries,  fortifications,  or  even  such  a  dtaodiog 
army  a^  this  country  will  ever  be  wiliiog  to  keep 
up,  while  the  people  retain  their  present  republi- 
can habits,  which  I  hope  will  be  while  time  lasts. 
Notwithstanding  the  good  old  doctrine  of  1798, 
that  a  well  organized  mitiiia  is  the  bulwark  of 
our  safety  ana  the  sheet-anchor  of  our  liberty, 
has  been  measurably  exploded,  and  the  predilec- 
tion is  so  strong  in  favor  of  armies  and  expensive 
cstaUidimentB,  that  it  is  atniost  unfashionable  to 
mention  militia,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  the  militiai  under  a  proper  organization,  la 
not  only  the  cheapest,  but  the  strongest  and  best 
walls,  Iwtteries,  or  fortifications,  you  can  hare  for 
the  defence  of  this  country,  as  well  as  the  most 
congenial  with  the  nature  of  our  Government 
and  the  habits  of  the  people.  I  know  that  it  is 
necessary  to  keep  np  a  jwrtion  of  regular  forces 
to  take  care  of  our  garrisons,  and  to  keep  them 
from  dilapidating,  as  well  as  to  keep  our  arms  in 
repair.  But  I  venture  to  say,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  our  little  Army,  according  to  the 
nnmber  of  forces,  is  the  most  expensive  in  the 
world.  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  cost  the 
Ooremment  for  the  present  year,  independent  of 
the  million  and  sixty-five  thonsand  dollars  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  for  the  Ordnance  deinrt* 
ment,  nearly  five  millions  of  dollan.  What 
would  it  be  if  we  were  to  lay  aside  our  confidence 
in  tlw  militia,  and  increase  the  regular  forces  so 
as  to  amount  to  an  adequate  defence  and  strength 
in  case  of  emergencies?  Why,  it  would  ulti- 
mately engulph  this  country  in  ruin— it  would 
finally  prostrate  its  liberties.  It  is  presumed  that 
a  portioD  of  the  direct  tax  will  have  to  be  con- 
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tinued  for  one  year,  to  meet  the  ordinary  or 
extraordinary  expense  incurred  by  the  late  ne- 
cessary but  expensive  war,  and  aid  the  Govern- 
ment in  settling  up  claims  for  property  lost  while 
in  the  service*  But  if  you  comiaue  to  eo  on 
in  this  extravagant  style,  for  expenaive  K>rt^* 
cations,  expensive  annies,  eKpensm  and  extan- 
sive  nanes,  (funher  than  «  noderat*  inenaai^ 
providing  ^adnally  for  the  dc^Ks  of  owr  porta 
and  hatbors,  to  expel  maraaders  from  ««r  watery 
and  give  a  rcseonable  piMectioa  to  one  eoo^ 
merce,)  you  will  have  to  lay  addiikiMl  bmdaat 
on  the  people;  you  will  have  to  iaorease  your 
present  taxes,  resort  to  a  new  system,  or  involve 
the  Government  in  a  lasting  national  debt.  Bat 
why  do  I  talk  of  economy  1  The  expression  is 
nufashionable.  Expeosive  esublishmenta  are  the 
order  of  the  day.  It  would  seem  that  gentlemea 
have  not  taken  into  the  account  where  the  money 
is  to  cooM  from  to  support  such  high  notions. 
Genilemea  oertaialy  have  not  reflected  that  it 
must  ultimately  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
people*  They  will  let  them  knew,  in  language 

Krhap*  that  will  iwt  be  aUogether  peasant,  thai 
th  them  and  their  extravagant  proitcta  must  go 
down  t^iber.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  oonsidfnted 
oflbmve  to  wKf  thtf  lo-  the  diateieia  we  v^rrcaeni 
there  arc  a  nnaaher  as  enable  of  jadgingAaewy 
selves.  They  will  serutinixe  our  acta,  and  whm 
they  find  that  onr  hands  bear  heavy  on  them,  they 
will  ai^ly  the  corrective.  Mr.  D.  said  be  ielici- 
tated  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  on  his  happy 
facility  in  attaching  ridicule  to  evcrythit^  said 
that  did  not  comport  with  his  ideas  of  propriety. 
He  said  he  had  aiteaded  closely  to  the  Bpecimea  of 
eloqWMce  g;eB<lemau  fa*d  favored  the  Honae 
wi^  on. this  oeeaMon,  ud,  agieeable  to  his  twdev* 
standing  of  it,  it  wae,  ia  substaae«,  mafij  this— • 
that  the  Scoceiary  of  War  had  recoouncnded  the 
approeriatioa  one  million  and  sizfy-fi*«  choO' 
sand  dollars  for  the  (Mnaaee  draarcment,  aad  it 
ought  to  be  granted.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  Che  high- 
est opiaiott  of  the  talents,  eaoacity,  integtity,  end 
purity  of  intentioiu  of  that  high  and  reeponsiUa 
oflScer,  bQt  %e  had  too  much  confidence  to  h» 
correct  Eepnblican  principles  to  believe  that  the 
Secretary  wished  his  recommendation  to  be  bind* 
ing  where  it  did  not  convince  the  reason.  As  a 
representative  of  freemen,  I  certainly  shall  take 
the  libnty  of  exercising  my  own  judgment  on 
this  occasion,  as  well  as  all  others  that  are  laid 
before  me  fi>r  examination ;  and  I  do  believe  that 
we  are  going  on  in  a  degree  of  profusion  not  war- 
ranted by  the  occasion.  I  do  believe  that  six 
lundred  thousand  dollars,  as  a  pamanentaanaai 
appropriation  for  the OrdDansedeparnneD^iaaot 
only  ampley  bat  liberri.  and  that  tiM  blaak  in  the 
bill  wttht  Mt  to  be  fitted  with  one-  nuttsen  aad- 
sixtyfive  thoimnd  d^lara. 

<m  the  qyestioB  to  eonenr  in  the  amoant  report' 
ed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  then  ai«M 
a  considerable  debate ;  M*-.  Wbioht,  Mr.  Goi*»- 
BORonoH,  and  Mr.  KiAo  of  Massachusettt  «Pp** 
ing,  and  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Sfr.  Fob- 
BTTS,  advocating  this  amount. 
Mr.  JoHHsov,  of  Kentucky,  said,  the  appro- 
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priatioa  foimed  a  part  of  the  geaeral  estimate 
for  the  War  Department,  aod  oothiog  but  the 
urgency  of  the  case  bad  induced  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  recommend  the  passage  o,f  a  separate 
law  previous  to  the  ffeneral  appropriation.  Mr. 
J.  sud  be  could  not  oare  anticipated  objections 
to  the  bill,  tHa  Us  objects  bad  been  submitted  to 

Aneuls,  magaztnes^  military  depots,  ordnance 
stores  of  every  deeeriptioa.  and  monitions  of 
war,  were  considered  as  indispensable  to  the  se- 
curity of  every  nation,  in  peace  as'  well  as  in 
war ;  and  wfaUe  reasonable  objections  might  be 
urged  as  to  many  objects  of  expenditure,  in  this 
be  thought  there  should  be  but  one  opinion,  after 
the  experience  of  the  late  war.  The  duty  of  the 
oidoance  corps  was  very  important  to  the  nation, 
and  the  i)re*eot  prorisioa  was  indispensable  to 
their  continued  and  successful  operation,  in  col- 
lecting public  property ;  in  finishing  the  arsenals 
and  magazines,  whieb  were  in  a  state  of  pro- 
gression, and  the  hands  now  employed  in  ibem  j 
the  operations  of  the  public  armoriee  at  Spring- 
Add  and  Hurpo's  Ferry ;  the  public  and  private 
eannoa  fomuiries,  and  manuiaetories  of  small 
arms.  .The  eorpa  of  ordoance  was  com^med, 
he  said,  ^nenllyof  valuable  offieere,  soieotifie 
ud  practical  men,  and  the  privates  were  me- 
ehaoics,  enlisted  like  other  soldiers,  suoh  as  gua- 
smilhs,  wheelwrights,  blacksmilhS,  and  carpen- 
ters, of  various  descriptions.  A  considerable  sum 
was  due  to  these  laborers  and  others,  employed 
in  finishing  these  valuable  works;  money  was 
due  for  the  materials  furnished,  and  he  did  not 
suppose  that  any  gentleman  would  wish  to  leave 
these  public  works  unfinished,  to  lose  the  money 
expended  on  them  that  oiheis  might  be  built; 
mot  did  he  suppose  any  wished  to  dismiss  these 
laborers,  or  dismiss  this  nsefal  corps. 

Besides  the  places  where  arsenals  and  maga- 
zines had  been  commenced,  other  sites  had  been 
fixed  upon  to  commence  and  create  others,  that 
the  TJuted  States  might  have  their  own  military 
dnots  for  the  it  ordnance  stores,  eanaon,  muskets, 
tiBm,  powder,  bnlU^  fizod  ammuaiiioo,  camp 
eyiipage,  and  not  be  dependent  upon  [vivate 
■loi»4iouii^  as  was  the  ease  during  the  lale  war, 
nod  cost  Iho  Government  near  t£00,000 ;  not  to 
let  the  property  injure  and  ruin,  after  beinx  pur- 
chased, for  want  of  safekeeping.  He  staiA  that 
the  positions  for  the  arsenals  and  magazines  in 
the  diffoeat  parts  of  the  United  States  had  been 
sdected  with  a  view  to  any  future  war.  The 
position  ms  secore  and  eoovenieot ;  and  in  case 
of  sttccessfnl  iavasion.  sub  would  be  the  coo- 
stroclioo  that  the  nul'ttary  depou  could  be  de- 
fended by  a  company  of  men  against  a  large 
force ;  the  walls  were  to  be  cannon-proof,  and 
eighteen  feet  high,  and  defeodable  on  every  side 
withaitiltery. 

It  ii  necessary  that  this  should  be  the  casej^as 
some  millions  of  property  nwy  be  depositeo^ai 
one  of  these  military  depots  u  the  same  time. 
BaL^indapendeat  of  tb«  vast  snm  of  upwards 
tiOaOOO  paid  in  n  war  of  less  than  three  years 
H(c  tbt  wnm  of  these  plnees  of  safer  depoaite, 


the  expenses  of  extra  transporution  of  the  muni- 
tions of  war,  and  camp  equipage,  from  one  to 
other  parts  of  the  United  States  (increased  ex- 
pense) could  not  amount  to  less  than  a  million  of 
dollars,  and  to  this  it  would  be  proper  to  ndd  the 
incalculable  consequences  which  did  result  on 
on  man^  occasions  for  want  of  cannon,  arms, 
ammunition,  camp  equipage,  m^icat  stores,  Ac. 
It  is  impossible  to  say  what  different  lesnlts 
might  have  followed  a  well-digested  and  orgao- 
ized  system  of  an  ordnance  office,  some  few  yenn 
previous  to  the  declaration  of  war. 

But  this  appropriation  is  also  to  continue  thi| 
operations  of  the  armories, .  public  and  private 
now  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Umted  StnMf  } 
and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  genttemen  dU»  not 
wisk  to  diminish  the  present  manuCietuM  eC 
arms,  estimated  at  30,000  stand  annually ;  xaon 
especially  as  it  is  said,  that  at  this  moment  th* 
United  States  could  not  muster  80,000  stand  of 
arms  fit  for  use.  The  third  object  of  the  appro- 
priation is  to  enable  the  GovernmeBt  to  comply 
wiib  contracts  which  they  have  made  with  in- 
dividuals or  companies,  and  to  meet  existing  en.- 
gegemrats,  all  of  which  originated  during  the 
late  war,  and  with  i^livtihials  who  had  faiud  in 
their  contracts  with  the  Qoreroment,  and  from 
advanees  made  remained  in  debt  to  raiioAi 
amounts ;  and  to  secure  these  arrewages,  coo  tracts 
were  renewed  with  these  individuals,  who  haTn' 
been  compelled  to  give  good  security,  rather  than 
jeopardizethaiwhich  wasdue  to  the  UniMd  Snien 
by  n  tedious  law  suit;  and  in  mnajr  cases  the  iadii 
vidual&iled  without  any  fault  of  his  ow%froiBtte. 
pressure  of  the  times.  Uader  these  circuDSstanoes 
the  Qovernment  pursued  the  wise  course  a{a$c\u- 
in^  such  ordnance  stores  as  could  not  be  dispensed 
with.  In  concluding  these  remarks,  Mr.  J.  said 
it  was  necessary  to  slate,  thai  in  relation  to  arse- 
oals,  magMioes,  timber,  Ae.,  the  appropriatfen  at 
a  subsequent  period  must  be  lessened,  as  these 
objects  of  expenditure  will  have  been  complied} 
and,  indeed,  as  we  increase  our  military  stores 
the  annual,  appropriation  may  diminish,  bnt  it 
will  be  indispensably  necessary  to  nuke  annul 
appropriations  to  a  reasonable  extent  to  mau- 
facture  arms,  cMlinue  to  impcore  the  pnUie  ar- 
mories, to  purchase  munitions  of  war,  miliiwry. 
storey  &c. 

The  letter  from  th«  Seoreiary  of  Vfttr  gires 
the  following  estimate  (with  details)  of  the  ap- 
ptopriaUon  he  delms  noeesaaryfor  the  year: 
For  the  United  States  Armory  at  ^ring- 
field   9169.793 

For  do.  at  Harper's  Feny  ...  1 73,054 
For  Meeting  and  eompletiog  aisenalSb  d^ 

pots,  &&,  u  preMiribed  -  467»7e6 
Fez  timber  to  be  seasoned        -      •      •  70,e«9 
Fm  coals,  steel,  iron,  materials,  Ac  -      -  79,00^ 
For  smoottt  of  existing  contracts  fcr  Mrtkjee 
to  be  delivefed  in  ISlS,  : 

For  gunpowder  98,0M 

Cinnui  and  sbo^  shall%  dec.    -  -    1 1 1,0M 

Musfceto  and  rifles  88,000 

Trsn90rtationof(ndnanee,dw.  -  Xifl9$ 

It  was  Oft  tha  one  hand  eontandtd}  tha  anoant 
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of  appropriatioD  proposed  was  extraragaDt,  un- 
der present  circumstances  entirely  too  targe,  and 
calculated  unaecessarily  to  burden  the  people 
withOQt  adequate  object.  On  the  other  band, 
the  advocates  of  the  appropriation  pointed  to  the 
items  of  the  report,  and  supported  the  policy  of 
amhorizing  the  proposed  expenditure  on  general 
principles  of  forecast  and  providence. 

The  question  do  eoQCurring  with  the  Com- 
mittee waa  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  92, 
nays  48,  as  follows : 

TsAS— Mcsns.  AdgatSt  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker, 
B^rboar,  Baseett,  Batemsn,  Betta,  Birdsall,  Birdseje, 
Bkranti  Brot^  Biyan*  Bsnuide,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
GaanoDt  Chappell,  Clazfc  of  Kentuckj,  Glendennin, 
CoDUtock,  Condiot,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cnthbert, 
DailingtoD,  Edwards,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Odd,  Oood- 
wjn.  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Hender- 
son, HopkiniwD,  Hulbert,  Hongerford,  Ingham,  Irving 
«f  New  York,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentnck^r,  Kerr  of 
Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Love,  Lowndes, 
Lnm^n,  Maclay,  Mason,  Mayran^  McLean  of  Ken- 
todiy,  Middlrton,  Moore,  Nelson  of  Vit|piia,  Newton, 
Onnsbv,  Parris,  Pickens,  Piper,  Ktkm,  Fleaaants, 
ReynoUs,  Roana,  Robertson,  Root,  Rosa,  Sergeant, 
Savage,  Sharps,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Sontbard;  Tnlor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Caro- 
li«B,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop,  Tucker,  WtUsce,  Ward 
of  New  Yoil^  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover, 
WUde,  Wilkin,  WilUanu,  WiUoughby,  William  WU- 
•en.  Woodward,  Taocey,  and  Yates. 

Nats— Messrs.  Atbeiton,  Baylies,  Boss,  Bradbury, 
Bieekenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Champion,  CiU^, 
ClayttHi,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Desha,  Goldi- 
bocough,  Hebter,  Herbert,  Jewett,  Kent,  King  of  Mas- 
cadinsettB,  Langdon,  Lei^  Lovett,  Lyon,  MUlla,  Mil- 
nor,  Hoseley,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Noyes,  Pick- 
wing,  Reed,  Rice,  Rnggles,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Penn- 
^Ivanis,  Stanford,  Strong,  Storges,  Taggart,  Tall* 
madge,  Tate,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Whe^n,  Whiteside,  WUcox,  and  Wright. 

The  biit  was  ordered  to  be  eagrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  toMnorrow. 

Wbombbdat,  February  14. 

Mr.  Bradbort  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  and  inhabitants  of  Portland,  in  the 
District  of  Maine^  complaining  of  the  loss  of  tbeir 
fisheries,  the  West  Iiulta  trade,  and  plaster  trade ; 
and  suggesting  the  propriety  of  imposing  extra 
duties  on  foreign  vessels  and  mercnandise  im* 
ported  in  them,  coming  from  places  from  which 
out  vessels  are  excluded. — Relerred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  RuoQLis  presented  a  petition  of  a  conven- 
tion lately  held  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  the 
State  of  Massachuaets,  praying  that  the  mails 
nav  not  be  opened  or  traoaported  on  Sundave.— 
Remr^  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
ftud  Poat  Roads. 

Mr.  HoPKinaon  presented  a  petition  of  Lewis 
Bntos  aod  William  Zeigler,  praying  the  aid  and 
patronage  of  Coagreaa  io  carrying  into  execution 
a  discovery  which  they  have  lat«y  made,  of  pro- 
doeing  light  from  the  gas  of  stone  coal.— Referred 
to  Messrs.  Hopkmsoii,  CoHDicrr,  and  Hawbb. 
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Mr.EASTOtf  presented  sundry  resdettons  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
upon  the  subject  of  land  titles  tn  said  Territory. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CHAPPBE.L,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the 
pensions  of  Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrichter," 
with  ameDdments;  wbieh  were  read,  and  uefint- 
thereof  was  disagreed  to;  when  the  said  report 
and  bill  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
MalcolOy  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  tbe  bill 
for  tbe  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forstth,  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  provision  for  those  American 
seamen,  who  were  wounded,  and  for  tbe  widows 
and  families  of  those  who  were  killed,  at  Dartmoor 
Prison  on  the  6th  of  April,  1815. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Stephbhsoh,  the  Commit- 
tee on  tbe  Public  Lands  were  instmeied  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  extending 
relief  and  certain  permissions  to  the  aettlen  on 
the  puUic  landa,  embraced  by  tbe  proclamation 

of  the  President  of  tbe  United  Sutes,  dated  

day  of  I81S,  u|>oo  such  reasonable  conditions 

as  will  not  prejudice  the  rights  aod  interests  of 
the  United  States,  excepting  such  characters  and 
settlers  as  may  have  used  any  violence,  or  made 
any  resistance  to  the  authority  of  the  United 
States. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  tbe  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  tbe  year 
1816,"  waa  read  the  third  time.  Mr.  Cadt  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  whtrie 
House,  and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it 
was  determined  in  tbe  native  j  the  question 
was  then  taken  on  tbe  pasaage  of  tbe  tnll,  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Tbe  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  upon  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate, 
"to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert  White  and 
Jacob  Wrigbter:"  whereupon  tbe  said  report  and 
bill  were  reeommitted  to  the  aaid  committee. 

WEST  INDIA  TRADE. 
Mr.  Bejbwsll  moved  tbe  following  motion : 
"  Retohed,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Tresnuy  be 
directed  to  inibim  tbe  House  whether  discriminstiBg 
duties  are,  at  thla  time,  levied  in  ports  of  Che  Uoitse 
States,  on  British  vessels  arriving  fiom  the  West  bdlsi, 
and  laden  with  West  India  produce." 

Mr.  Bdrwbll  said,  he  should  not  offer  maay 
remarks,  to  show  the  propriety  of  this  resolution; 
he  was  satisfied  they  would  not  be  required.  The 
peUtions  offered  to  the  House  bad  giren  maw 
importance  to  the  subject,  and  he  was  eonviasM 
they  had  taken  a  view  of  it  not  entirely  coneot 
The  petitioners  seemed  to  state,  that  tbey  b*** 
to  struggle  against  tbe  impediments  thrvn  in 
their  way  by  the  Bcitisb  ecuonial  poUey,  vidwnt 
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807  ooaBterrailing  adTiDtages,  in  our  own  ports. 
Dotesa  he  misnnderstood  toe  provisions  of  the 
Itte  eoDTention,  an  eqaaliljrof  tonnage  dutjrand 
impotis  opoa  the  cargoes,  had  been  conGaed  to 
renels  coming  from  the  British  European  posses- 
sions, and  goods  the  product  of  those  possessions ; 
the  exiaiing  law^  applicable  to  foreign  trade  and 
produce,  were  enforced  against  the  British  colo- 
nial trade.  This  seemed  the  natural  construction, 
and  he  bad  Utile  donbt  tbe  instructions  from  the 
Treasurf  Department'  to  the  collectors  were  con- 
formable to  it ;  if  thejr  are  not,  the  House  should 
he  iDfomd.  Aeeoroing  t«  existitw  laws,  all  ves- 
sels emaing  from  the  Brtish  West  ladles,  are  sub- 
ject, OBtil  tbe  90th  of  June,  to  ten  per  cent,  dis- 
criminaiing  iaty  in  favor  of  American  vensels, 
aid  the  lonoage  doty  of  two  dollars  laid 
that  act;  lAer  that  period,  to  the  same  diserimi- 
oatioa  i^n  an  advance  apon  the  old  duties  of 
fortr-two  per  cent.  These,  said  Mr.  B.  are  im- 
portant advaotages,  and  sach  as  will  operate  fa- 
vorably in  competition  with  British  navigation 
in  oar  own  ports.  -Should  any  other  errangemeots 
becMBe  Deceesary,  they  should  be  left  with  tbe 
treaty-making  power,  to  which  it  naturally  be- 
longed, and  it  was  fair  to  suppose  it  would  receive 
the  most  proper  attention.  Under  acnr  view  of 
the  subject,  the  House  shonld  know  officially  the 
ulent  lo  which  the  lawa  in  force  operated,  to  es- 
timate jastlf  the  additional  provisoas  required  by 
the  state  of  that  trade. 

Mr.  BftArauRT  expressed  his  assent  to  the  rea- 
olatlon,  hot  wished  it  modified  so  as  to  embrace 
dl  the  British  colonies. 

It  was  replied  by  Mr.  Bobwsll,  that  theamend- 
ment  would  be  Terbal  and  not  substantial,  as  the 
apmtion  (kf  the  convention  on  the  existing  rev- 
CBOfl  laws  apon  the  British  West  India  possessions, 
would  equally  apply  to  all  their  colonies. 

The  resolatioD  was  then  agreed  to. 

ORDNANCE,  ftc 

An  engrosaed  bill,eotitled  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  ordnance  and  orduiee  stores, 
was  read  the  ■third  time,  and  paaeed— yeas  107, 
nays 4^  as  follows: 

TxAS— lIsHn.  Adgale,  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker, 
Btrboor,  Bassett,  Bataman,  Burnett,  Batts,  Blrdsall, 
Bir^qre,  Bhmnt,  Bzook%  Biyan,  Bumiide,  Borwdl, 
Oadj,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cauaon,  Clarke  of  North 
Ctroliua,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clendennin,  CloptOB* 
Comateck,  Condict,  Conner,  Crawfiud,  Creighton, 
Cathbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Edwards,  Forney,  For- 

Sth,  Gaston,  61a^;ow,  Griffin,  Groavenor,  Hahn,  Hall, 
aminond*  Hanson,  Hawea,  Henderson,  Hopkinsen, 
Hnlbsit,  Hongerfind,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  Tork, 
Jadtsott,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia^  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Ljle, 
Msday,  IJIason,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of 
Kentacfcy,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Moore,  New- 
Ion,  Ornuby,  Farris.  Piper,  Htkin.  Pleaaanto,  Powell, 
Raynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  0ergean^ 
Savage,  Sehetudc,  %arpe,  Smith  of  Maiytand,  Sia^ 
ol  Vkginia,  Boothatd,  TanI,  IVIev  of  New  Yorit, 
Tnlor  of  South  Canlina.  TeUair,  Thoaus,  Thieop, 
ToSmeaBd,  Toakar,  WaUaesb  Ward  of  New 
Wvi  of  New  Jan^y,  Wendtnr,  WUtawK  WiUat 
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Wilkin.  WilUsms.  Willoughby.  Thomas  Wilaon,  "WO. 
liam  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Atherton,  Baer,  Baylies,  Boss,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion,  Ciltey, 
Cooper,  CnlpMier,  Davenport,  Ooldaborongh,  Hale, 
Jewett,  Kent,  King  of  Massadiuaetts,  Langdon,  Law, 
Lewist  Lovatt,  Lyon,  Milnor,  Moadcnr,  Ndson  of 
MaHadiDseitB,  Noyes,  Pickning,  Reed,  Kce,  Roggla% 
Sheflfey,  Smith  of  Penn^vanta,  Stanford,  StsanM* 
Strong,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tallma^  Tate, 
Voee,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheatoa, 
Wilcox,  and  Wright. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  fHovide  for 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers,  non-com- 
missioned  officers,  and  privates  of  tbe  voluateen 
and  militia,  who  have  been  killed  in  battle,  died 
in  service,  or  of  wounds  received  while  in  the 
service  of  tbe  United  States,  during  tbe  late  war. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occnpied  by  the 
Committee  in  discussing  various  amendmeou  to 
the  details  of  the  bill.  Before  the  subject  wai 
finished,  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment  arrived— 
when  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progrees,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  aga^n. 


Thcrsdat,  February  15. 

Mr.  Lattihobb  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
members  of  the  L^tslative  Council  and  House 
of  Represetitatives  of  the  Territory  of  Mississippi, 
prayiog  that  the  members  of  the  Convention 
proposed  to  be  held  in  said  Territory,  to  form  a 
constitution,  may  be  apportioned  among  the  coun- 
ties, according  to  the  white  population  in  each.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  on  the 
bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  governmeuL 

The  Spbakbr  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  requesting 
that  measures  may  be  adopted,  with  respect  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land  in  said  Territory,  claimed 
by  the  Shawmnese  and  Ddaware  Indians.— Re- 
ferred to  the  Seeretary  of  Bute. 

Mr.  RoBirraon,  from  the  Cmamittee  on  the 
Pablie  Land^  made  a  report  on  the  |ietition  of 
the  trufiteea  oi  the  Vinoennea  University,  wbieh 
was  read,  when,  Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill  confirm- 
ing the  titles  of  certain  purchasers  of  land,  who 
purchased  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the 
Viaeennes  University ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  R0BEBT8OM  also  reported  a  bill  relating  to 
settlers  on  the  lands  of  tbe  United  States;  which 
waa  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cbappbi^  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionaty  Claims,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Young  King,  a  Chief  of  the  Sen- 
eca tribe  of  Indians ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CuprBLi.,  from  the  Committee  on  Pan- 
sioos  tod  Rerolntionary  Claims,  reported  with 
amendments  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of  Robert  Whiter  Jaeob  Wrishter,  and  othenu 
a^ien  in  the  late  army.  The  Houe  eouomed 
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stmt  time  ra  uttitag  toe  wannt  of  ptokkhb  to 
be  allowed  ibe  penoos  aained,  whose  cams  ei- 
cited  no  litUo  interest  (torn  haTiog  been  serercif 
wonnded  aod  eaureijr  disabled  ia  the  lata  war ; 
after  which  the  aaaendmrati  wen  ordered  to  be 
•Bgroased,  aad,  with  cbo  bill,  to  be'  tmi  a  tbM 
time. 

Tho  BnMun  laid  befim  the  Hoosea  lMter 
fiwtt  the  CommisaioMr  of  the  Qeoeral  Land  Of- 
fiee^  traotmitttDg  an  esttmeteof  the  number  of 
acres  of  land  to  which  rights  of  pre-emption  hare 
been  granted ;  also  a  statement  of  the  difference 
io  the  amount  of  money  reoeired  for  lands  sold  at 
pabUe  and  at  private  sale;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Pnbtie  Lands. 

The  Spbakbr  also  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  to  which 
ia  annexed  a  statement  of  the  valaatioo  of  lands, 
lots,  and  dwelliDg-honses,  and  slaves,  made  under 
the  aot  laying  a  direct  tax,  in  pursuance  of  the 
ifsolutioa  of  the  18th  instant ;  which  was  read 
wd  ordered  to  lie  or  the  table. 

A  meesaM  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendments,  proposed  by  tbis  House,  to  the 
bill  "  eoncerning  the  ooaveotion  to  regulate  the 
commerce  between  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,**  and  agree  to 
tht  eoofneue  asked  bv  this  Honie^  and  Mnre  ap- 
poiBted  managers  oo  their  part. 

MIUTARY  SERVICES. 

The  House  then  resotred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  biU  making  further  pro- 
fieioa  for  military  services  during  the  late  war. 

A  motion  made  yesterday  by  mt.  Cam  nor,  to 
strike  out  the  3d  section  of  the  bill,  which  pro- 
vides a  bfHiaty  of  laad  to  the  devao|^  officers  of 
the  late  army,  still  tmder  considevatioe. 

This  motion  produced  a  dtseusstoa  whieh  «o- 
enied  neudy  the  reauinder  of  the  day. 

Mr.  JoHiHOS,  of  KcBtoeky,  said,  he  had  ex- 
pected some  obswvatioos  in  fovor  of  the  ^11  from 
other  members,  and  he  bad  waited  ia  that  ezpee- 
taltoD  imtil  the  question  was  abeat  to  be  puc  to 
tha  Committee;  but  as  (Sections- bad  been  made 
to  some  of  the  sections,  be  considered  it  his  duty 
to  submit  some  views  for  the  cooMderation  of 
those  whose  duty  it  was  to  decide  upon  the  expe* 
diency  of  measures  reported  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee for  their  sanction.  Two  leadingobjeetions 
have  been  made  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill, 
which  proposes  a  donation  in  land  to  the  officers 
of  the  late  army  who  were  deranged  by  the  con- 
solidation of  rcgtments  during  the  war,  and  who 
were  dismissed  the  service  on  the  16th  of  May, 
1815,  by  the  act  reducing  the  army  fnm  sixty* 
two  thoBsand  to  ten  thousand  men,  after  the  ter- 
miaatioa  o[  the  war  on  the  17lh  of  Pebranry, 
IftLS.  First,  it  is  alleged  that  we  have  not  em- 
braced the  soldiers  as  wdl  as  the  officers.  Bvery 
member  in  this  House,  and  every  eitisen  out  of 
it,  ovgbt  to  kww  that  we  have  akeady  provided 
for  the  soldier  of  the  rwuUr  army,  both  in  laid 
and  in  money  i  every  soutiet  of  the  regular  army, 
at  Ua  konooiUe  diseha^  f rom  the  pwUeeerrie^ 


was  entitled  to  either  one  hnndrcd  aftd  sixty,  ot 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  the 
retaiaed  bounty  of  twenty-four  dollau,  according 
to  the  terms  of  enlistmeiu.  Ia  addition  to  this, 
the  soldier  was  clothed  and  fed,  received  hu«ght 
doUan  per  month,  a  boiuMy  of  one  bandied  om^ 
Isrs,  besides  the  retained  bounty  of  tweuy-foar 
dollars;  and  io  all  snoh  cases  where  the  soidiei 
dies  in  the  service,  whether  by  wounds,  or  disease, 
or  accident,  his  heirs  are  entitled  to  the  beneil « 
the  provision  to  which  he  was  entitled,  alihovgh 
he  might  hare  died  the  next  day  after  eataiinf 
the  service ;  and  ss  some  of  these  regulac  eoldicn, 
under  eighteen  years  and  over  forty-fire,  bad  not 
the  right  to  the  bounty  land,  we  hare  in  this  biU 
intended  lo  give  them  and  their  heirs  the  same 
provisims  in- land  and  money  bounty ;  thus  tt  was 
the  very  first  care  of  the  Military  Committee  to 
see  the  faithful  soldier  provided  for  in  rnnsT 
quenee  of  bis  faithful  services.  The  iaithAtl  aot 
dier  deserved  all  this  for  his  toil  and  aofieiiog} 
and  in  case  of  wtnudMo  this  add  the  provision 
(tfa  pension  for  life.  The  land:  and  bonuy  alone, 
to  which  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war  a  r»  en  titled, 
will  amount  to  at  least  ten  million  of  acre*.  Un- 
der this  view,  cs»  we  reasoosbly  opMse  the  pro- 
vision of  land  and  bounty  to  the  omoers,  vnioh 
will  not  amoBttt  to  one  nullion  of  aocea,  Menwa 
we  make  no  farther  provision  for  the  soldier  7  U 
that  objection  be  a  good  one,  why  not  t^er  an 
amendment  to  embrace  the  soldier?  No  such 
propositi^  has  been  made,  beoanse  w«  most  be 
governed  by  our  capacity  and  not  our  ineUaaitiQHit 
our  bounty  should  be  equally  dispeaaed  to  the 
offiecr  and  seedier,  aod  not  extend  to  one  lUd  and 
comfort  and  refuse  it  to  the  other;  and  if  gentW- 
men  oppose  a  measure  of  bounty  where  no  ptc- 
vision  hu  been  made  i  a  much  greater  opposition 
and  more  rational  wonld  have  been  niue  to  a 
measure  proposing  relief  whese  a  liboml  r^sf 
had  been  granted.  Liberality,  as  well  as  joeiioa 
has  its  equal  scales,  and  in  a  national  point  « 
view  imj^rtiallty  in  one  Is  as  linportnnt  as  in  Um 
other.  We  must  therefore  eonsider  this  objeeticn 
as  outting  both  ways,  operating  eqoiUiy  agaieet 
the  officer,  as  to  the  prop(»ed  boontyj  and  «s  to 
the  soldier  sgaiostaay  additinnl  pnmsin.  The 
second  oWeotion  arises  from  its  liraitMtoa  le  lbs 
officers  of  the  regalsr  army  t  in  oibw  words,  that 
the  provision  does  not  embraee  the  see  fonciUe^ 
the  rangers,  the  raiKtia,  the  twelve  monte  sad 
eighteen  months*  volunteers,  who  were  eogiiged 
in  the  late  war,  wbo  would  amonat  to  at  least 
three  hundred  thousand  men,  which  would  r^ 
qtiire  at  least  fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land,  which 
at  two  dollars  would  amount  to  one  hundred  mil- 
lion of  doUax»^a  sum  almost  equal  to  the  na- 
tional debt  nov  due  of  the  Berolutio^y  wai 
and.  of  the  late  w«r.  The  UHicarv  Conndtiet 
had  a  difficult  ta* k  to  perforoit  If  thew  feeUoge 
and  afieetiona  could  hqn  lud  the  sole  iafloesce 
in  thsir  deainon,  the  presmt  proriaions  would 
have  fallen  far  short  of  their  wishes.  Uthfldisp 
chuge  of  the  impoftanc  dmiea  whioh  devalred 
upon,  tbem,  they  wereeompeUed  to  comnli^itst, 
thaif  own  itueni  jadfimD^  nod  eonaoiOMe  tase. 
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oodly,  tfa<  feeliDgs^  the  epinioos,  ud  wishes  of 
Conaress,  as  far  8»  they  could  be  aseeriaiined; 
tbirwy,  the  wishes,  the  feeliags,  the  hoDorable 
sMtimeBt  of  the  Qatios,  aod  the  jnst  ezpectatioiu 
'      the  party  cooeeraed.  It  eoald  not  be  fo^ttan, 
,        at  the  last  seiskn  of  CongroM  a  proposition 
'   lika  the  present  passed  the  House,  after  rery 
I   wwaa  opfositioB,  and  was  fiaelly  rejected  is  the 
Senate ;  we  had,  therefore,  to  look  at  praeticable 
resttlls,  which  always  fall  short  of  what  we  woold 
deaire  to  do^  and  it  was  much  to  be  regretted  that 
it  was  not  io  ihe  power  of  the  oommiuse  to  rec- 
ommend more  efiectual  Bieasures  of  relief  for  the 
offitef  aad  soldier  of  every  descriptioo.  The  ca- 
paeitf  ud  condition  of  the  country  were  also 
eeasnlied  and  kept  to  mind— the  various  heavy 
demands  against  it,  and  the  great  amonnt  of  un- 
Itfwdated  claims  which  must  be  paid  as  soon  as 
I  seued ;  iluis  limited  in  the  discharge  of  gratitnde 
ta  thoee  who  have  served  us  so  faiwfully,  it  is  lo 
!  he  ksMBted  that  we  should  be  divided  on  the 
mhicct.  W«  caa  easily  ascertain  the  number  of 
I  dumiswd  and  deran«d  officers.  Mr.  JoflNaoM 
!  wd     had  tilt  offieiu  stttement  j  about  one  bun- 
died  nnd  aaraoty  field  ud  nw  thooidnd  fiv«  hna- 
dwd  regiiDentBl  offieefs  had  baen  dismiwad.  And 
baeaMa  we  eodld  not  extend  t»  tbree  hundred 
ihaasand  men  a  bounty  in  U»i,  was  it  a  good 
.M^ament  against  a  bounty  to  these?  Mr.  J. 
mi  the  peoide,  or  in  other  words,  the  militia, 
iMhre  neror  ekimed  such  bounty }  they  have  never 
apected  snch  bounty ;  they  would  object  to  such 
a  prodigal  waste  of  pubUe  lands,  which  would  be 
thrown  inco  the  market  in  soeh  quantity  as  to 
lessen  its  market  value  to  a  cent,  a»d  millions  of 
aares  would  fall  into  the  bands  of  rich  speeula- 
tais, 

Oapiinl  and  fortune  might  be  benefitted,  by  such 
aconne,  hot  not  the  private  soldier;  and  such 
serinos  aneroachaMnt  upon  the  national  domain 
WMdd  my  mneh  leMan  the  leapuf ces  <tf  nvenue 
from  the.  salt  of  pnUk  lands ;  tha  eonseooMce  of 
which  wottU  be  addjUoMl  tazniien.  The  im- 
pmMieahiUty  of  the  meaaore  pn*«ited  a  pft^o- 
sitios  of  tkn  kind,  end  the  ao<iuiesc»oe  of  all  in 
this  sentiaieDt  is  tested  by  a  failure  in  any  num- 
;  to  propose  snoh  amendments  na  will  embnee 
these  cues. 

1^,  in  th*disenuion  of  the  subject,  a  compari- 
>on  bi^  been  drawn  between  the  militia  adid  the 
regBlar  army.  CiHnparisons  were  ofien  odious, 
*M  distinctions  invidieus.  On  this  occasion  there 
^  no  necessity  for  either,  because  the  question 
of  mait  was  not  involved.  If  so,  he  would  say 
that  both  had  perfornud  their  duty  faithfully, 
henoraUy,  gallantly.  The  battles  of  Magoago, 
of  Taiapozie,  of  Chippewa,  of  Bridgewater,  the 
Msnaaof  Fort  Sandusky,  the  sortie  from  Fort 
one,  and  Mew  Orleans,  all  proved  thee  qval  and 
enmaponding  mevit  of  the-  militia  and  regular 
ttmy;  sevaml  of  which  bataeswera  as  bloody 
••iins  wall  fought  as  the  great  battle  of  Zama, 
leaoBiing  to  numbers,  between  two  among  the 
Mtait  Cbnerals  in  the  world— Hannibal  and 
^pia  A&icwiBs.  The  Roman  legions  wen  in 
Fmnttmna;  Hannital  hnd  his  maieaDaiias,  al- 
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though  some  were  raw  troops;  Carthage  being  a 
commercial,  rich  nation,  had  no  militia,  but  main- 
tained a  mercenary  army ;  which  army,  nt  the 
close  of  the  first  Funic  war,  involved  Carthage  in 
a  most  bloody  civU  war  for  four  years ;  in  which 
Hamilear,  tha  lather  of  Hannibal  at  the  head  of 
the  population  of  the  country,  totaUy  defeated  and 
destroyed  it— a  remarkable  instance  of  the  effiaet 
of  union  and  zeal  in  a  people  who,  without  having 
been  trained  to  una,  could  sabda&  conquer,  an^ 
indeed,  annihilate  the  most  powerfolf  disciplined, 
veteran  army.  And  the  cause  of  this  war  arose 
from  the  demands  of  the  anny  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  first  Punic  war,  and  Carthage  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  comply  with  them.  No  such 
views  have  entered  iate  the  bosom  of  the  Amer- 
ican Army;  no  corps  has  ever  given  the  least 
evidence  of  dieafiection.  A  few  individuals  have 
clamored  in  the  newspapers  as  to  the  reduetitm 
of  the  ain^,  and  particularly  as  to  a  failure  in 
Congress  to  make,  some  provision  or  donation 
whian  might  discharge  the  debt  of  giatitude  and 
justice.  Bat  this  was  the  enjoyment  of  a  right 
to  wiess  ouc  sntiment^  and  in  oni  eonntry  al- 
together hamless-;  and  evan  this  course  was  die- 
anpioved  by  a  gvent  nujority  of  the  &rmy. 

Mr.  J.  said,  na  did  noty  however,  appmre  oS 
stieh  ft  coune ;  it  had  a  tendency  to  iojiue  and 
create  prejudice  a^tiast  a  regnlat  army,  without 
a  correspoodiDf  beaafii.  For  he  held  as  a  fnn- 
dameatu  prineipte  in  a  free  Qorenunent.  that  the 
reduction  of  an  army  should  always  be  made 
withant  regard  to  the  number  of  i^oers  who 
wished  to  be  retained ;  and,  he  said,  he  was  for 
the  reduction  to  ten  thousand  men ;  and  he  con- 
sidered Congress  entitled  to  more  credit  and  merit 
in  that  act  than  would  be  given  to  them  by  the 
present  generation.  But,  after  having  said  this, 
he  considered  these  principles  as  operating  with 
double  force  on  the  Rapresentatives  of  the  people, 
to  make  some  reasonable  provision  for  thoM  wim 
have  been  dianissed  tha  serviee  of  their  coantr^Ti 
and  who  luue  fonght  and  bled  for  us.  For,  let  it 
be  recollected,  that  no  regptar  array  was  ever  ac- 
tuated by  tbe  same  pare  motives  of  lore  of  coun- 
try,  lore  of  liberty,  desire  of  honest  fame,  and  also 
have  contributed  their  just  ihara in  fixing  uponn 
rock  our  independence,  against  which  the  wide 
billows  of  the  tempestuous  ocean  may  beat  in 
vain.  It  has  been  truly  said,  that  the  militia  did 
not  expect  bounty  io  kad}  of  course,  none  has 
been  onered;  but  there  is  a  provision,  for  which 
the  militia  has  called;  they  have  demanded  it  of 
us,  and  we  have  complied  with  their  wishes— 
have  gratified  their  expectations— we  hare  report- 
ed a  provision  to  extend  half-iMy  for  fire  years  to 
tbe  widows  and  children  of  the  rangers,  sea- 
fenciUes,  twelve  and  eighteen  months'  rmunteci^ 
and  the  militia  of  the  different  States.  This  pro- 
vision thsr  expected,  and  this  proTision  has  oeen 
sanctioned ;  and  at  the  end  or  fire  yean,  should 
that  prorisioD  be  considered  inadequate,  Congnia 
has  tbe  power  to  extend  it.  This  provision  is 
not  confined  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  weie 
killed  in  battle,  died  of  wounds,  but  extended  to 
all  who  may  hare  died  in  aetvic«  in  any  other 
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way,  and  to  tbo^  who  may  hare  died  on  their 
war  home,  after  being  dtamissed  the  serriee. 
Without  such  a  meanDre  ms  tbii^  tbe  militia  wonld 
not  have  been  satisfied ;  with  it,  they  cannot  be 

dissatisfied.  This  very  proviyjon  is  doing  more 
for  tbe  militia  than  the  donation  proposed  to  tbe 
dismissed  officers;  and  this  question  migbtbeleft 
with  safety  to  tbe  people  tbemselres — to  the  mi- 
litia—and they  would  not  hesitate  to  demonstrate 
their  liberality,  their  honorable  feelings.  Tbe 
people  are  generous,  magnanimous,  brave,  and 
last.  But,  look  to  the  extent  of  this  provisioa  in 
faror  of  the  militia.  It  looks  to  erery  part  of  the 
nation,  and  embraces  erery  part  of  our  extended 
frontier.  It  contemplates  ererr  battle  foagbt 
daring  the  war,  and  it  ptorides  for  sickoces  and 
disease. 

Tbe  State  of  Ohio  may  look  to  Hull's  surren- 
der, tbe  battle  of  Brownstowa,  dtc;  Kentucky, 
to  the  Northwestern  army,  the  rirer  Raisin,  the 
two  sieges  of  Fort  Meiffs,  Colonel  Dudley's  de- 
feat, &c.:  Virmnia,  to  Hampton,  Norfolk,  dkc.; 
Blaryland,  to  Baltimore;  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
rania,  Vermont,  to  the  Niagara,  Plattsburg,  dbc. ; 
Connecticut,  to  Stonington,  dbc.;  Tennessee,  to 
her  rarioos  splendid  victories  over  tbe  Creeks,  at 
New  Orleans,  &€.;  and  all  other  States,  without 
going  iato  detail,  according  to  their  sufieriogs  and 
Josses.  Is  this  nothiog?  Is  it  nothing  to  Ken- 
tucky that  you  embrace  tbe  case  of  the  widow  of 
Colonel  John  Allen,  whose  worth  was  well  koova 
— as  pure  as  a  sun-beam — and  who  bad  left  a 
name  as  imperishable  as  our  liberties ;  tbe  widow 
of  tbe  unfortunate  Major  Qrares,  whose  memory 
was  dear  to  his  country ;  the  widow  of  the  gal- 
lant Hart,  of  the  determined  Hickman,  and  all 
those  gallant  sons  of  the  West  who  died  io  their 
country's  cause,  leariog  behind  widows  or  ehil- 


eonntry's  cause,  leariog 

dren?  As  mach  as  this  is  to  Kentneky,  ao  is  it 
a  just  representation  of  the  case  of  erery  other 

State,  as  to  their  losses. 

The  bill  does  not  neglect  the  militia.  Mr.  J. 
said,  no  man  could  suppose  he  felt  indifferent  to 
tbe  militia,  whatever  may  be  tbe  merit  of  the 
militia.  To  time  of  war,  it  is  important  that  tbe 
draogbts  sfaonld  be  as  light  as  is  consistent  with 
the  national  security;  and  to  make  the  draughts 
as  light  as  possible,  ioducements  mast  be  held  out 
to  increase  the  regular  army.  The  good  of  the 
|wople  requires  this  imperiously.  This  also  jus- 
tifiM  that  bounty  in  land  and  money  which  was 
t^iren  to  the  regular  soldier,  and  not  to  tbe  mili- 
tia. Of  thiswe  heard  no  complaint;  and,  although 
we  made  no  promise  to  the  officers  of  land  boun- 
ty^ the  obligation  is  not  lessened  to  do  it,  if  we 
tbmk  they  deserre  it.  It  will  hare  great  influence 
in  a  future  emergency.  Nor  is  it  any  argument 
against  it,  that  we  could  always  get  officers  for 
our  Army;  but  this  presents  an  additional  argu- 
ment in  its  faror,  provided  patriotism  be  worth 
rewarding.  Nor  is  it  sufficient  to  say,  that  some 
do  not  deserre  our  bounty.  It  is  enough  that  we 
know  tbe  fact  that  a  great  majority  of  the  offi- 
cers deserve  more  than  we  propose  to  give  them 
by  this  bill. 

As  to  the  pay  of  the  officers  during  the  war,  it 


is  generally  admitted  that,  with  the  most  rigid 
eeOBomy,  they  had  to  eall  upon  dirir  own  foods, 
or  upon  paternal  kindBeas,  for  peenniary  aid ;  aud, 
aa  aoon  aa  an  offiecr  entered  the  r^Uit  amy,  he 
had  to  gire  up  erery  other  prospect— his  porsviia, 
bis  fannly  eoanexions.  It  did  not  happen  to  tke 
same  extent  with  those  who  ratered  for  the  tma 
of  six  months.  In  reducing  our  army  to  IOlOOO^ 
it  was  well  known  that  efficient  men,  both  in  body 
and  in  mind,  were  generally  retained;  of  couraa^ 
those  who  bad  ruined  a  eonstitotion  by  hard  ser- 
riee; those  who  had  served  ten,  fifteen,  and 
twenty  years,  and  adranced  in  life ;  the  wounded 
officer  wanting  an  ere,  a  1^,  or  an  arm,  were  dis- 
missed ;  such  men  bare  some  claims  upon  their 
country.  The  memorable  Congress  of '^,  which 
closed  tbe  Rerolotioa,  gave  half-pay  for  life  to 
the  officers,  or  fire  years  whole  par.  This  bill 
proposes  only  a  donation  in  land.  Mueh  has  beea 
said  upon  the  aubieet  of  preparing  for  war  in  tinu 
of  peace.  In  a  Republic  large  staodiag  araiea 
cannot  be  maintained,  nor  other  expeniire  aatab- 
lisbments;  tbe  means  of  preparation  must  ba 
cheap,  but  efieetnal.  If  b<^  the  bill  under  debate 
would  be  a  strong  measure  of  [neparation ;  prep- 
aration which  would  give  moral  power,  physieat 
power,  and  intellectual  power.  Moral  power,  by 
such  illustrious  examples  of  honor,  virtue,  grati- 
tude, and  justice — physical,  by  uaitiog  all  hearts 
and  all  hands  in  support  of  a  Oovemment  inspir-  * 
iag  such  eonfidence — tntelleetualj  by  extendiag 
tbe  means  of  support  and  cultivation  to  the  ioidi- 
geot  and  distressed.  The  true  maxim  in  a  Re- 
public will  ever  remain — that  the  militia  is  the 
palladium  of  our  rights,  the  ultimata  reliance  ia 
the  •lonns  of  adversity.  With  this  maxim  there 
is  another  principle  no  less  correct,  that  the  militia 
are  raluable  in  the  first  momenta  of  war,  until 
regular  troops  can  reliere  them  from  gnrrisoB 
duty,  long  and  distant  campaigns ;  this  was  the 
onirersarsentimeat  of  the  people  daring  the  lata 
war,  and  such  will  their  sentimenta  contiaoe  le 
be ;  it  is  their  interest  that  it  should  be  so. 

Mr.  J.  said,  he  had  omitted  one  important  ooa- 
sideration,  which  should  hare  great  inflaence  is 
inducing  Congress  to  extend  this  land  bonoty  to 
the  deranged  and  dismissed  offieers.  The  Army 
of  the  United  States  was  constituted  upon  prin- 
ciples, and  composed  of  materials,  differing  from 
the  r^lar  armies  of  ancient  or  modern  times. 

In  looking  into  history  we  should  find  that  the 
armies  of  Alexander,  in  tbe  invasion  of  Asia;  of 
Hannibal,  in  the  invasion  of  Italy;  of  Casar,  ia 
the  inraaioB  of  Gaol  and  Britam,  aad  of  alt 
others,  the  mereeoary  troops  were  devoted  te 
their  leaden,  and  these  leaders  repaid  their  dero- 
tion  by  rapine,  plunder,  and  often  with  the  lands 
of  the  conquered  country.  But  tbe  troops  of  tha 
United  States  were  deroted  to  their  coantry ;  aa 
chieftain  could  influence  them  to  turn  their  arnn 
against  it ;  nor  do  they  expect  to  be  paid  for  tbaiE 
devotion  to  their  country  by  plundei^by  saekiag 
villages  and  towns.  They  receive  no  such  re- 
ward;  they  are  actuated  by  no  such  induceBsat ; 
they  hare  no  sooh  expectatioas;  they  receive  lie 
other  eompeosatioB  than  that  which  they  neetre 
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*»  ordiMry  pajr  by  the  lavi  of  the  UaUed  Stales , 
nor  do  they  expect  aDythiog,  except  from  oar 
^t^titude  and  jastice.  The  reasonaole  expecta- 
tions of  such  men  ought  not  to  be  disappointed ; 
'it  ia  a  pity  that  more  oanoot  be  done  for  them. 

Th«  daties  of  the  Military  Committte  hare 
been  inemsiiw  in  nonber  aod  in  importance 
since  tbe  aiuei  on  the  Chesapeake  j  hovcTer  ar- 
dvons  and  important  those  doties  may  hare  been 
at  any  time,  they  were  not  of  more  dtmeulty  than 
those  wbieb  bare  derolred  upon  tbe  eommiiiee 
at  tbe  present  session ;  and  saeh  will  always  be 
tbe  ease  at  the  termioaiion  of  a  war.  So  ra- 
rioaa  were  the  expectations  of  different  classes  of 
indiridaals;  so  rarious  the  duties  resaltin^  from 
the  claims  of  those  different  classes  j  so  difficult 
to  discharge  those  great  dnttes  which  look  with 
discernnent  to  the  interests  of  the  Common- 
wealtb,  and  to  that  portion  of  it  which  has  claims 
npon  as.  In  this  situation,  tbe  committee  endea- 
Tored  to  embrace  tbe  cases  of  all  who  were  en- 
titled to  eonsideraiion,  withont  injury  to  the  Re- 
poblie.  In  this  riew  of  tbe  sabject  we  did  not 
eimflne  oarselres  to  the  late  war,  but  ezieaded 
wA  and  comfort  to  tbe  sarririog  offieera  and  sol 
diera  of  tbe  Rerolation,  who  are  unable  to  gain 
a  Urdihood  by  labor,  and  those  of  the  late  war 
who  are  ao  disabled  as  to  be  onahle  to  maintain 
thcmselrea.  The  committee  reported  a  bill,  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  a  corps  of  inralids;  for 
tbe  wounded,  a  pension ;  for  the  widows  aod  or- 
phans, half-pay  for  fire  years;  for  the  dismissed 
and  deranged  officers,  a  bounty  in  land-  These 
prorisions,  if  carried  into  effect,  will  reliere  mnch 
distress,  alleriaie  much  sorrow,  bind  np  tbe  broken 
hearted,  and  administer  to  them  the  healing  balm 
ofafiWtion.  The  r^ular  soldier  has  his  money 
and  land  bounty— his  widow  and  children  tbe 
same  ptoririoB  in  ease  of  his  death.  For  the  offi- 
cer aod  soldier  of  the  regular  army  and  militia, 
who  hare  lost  their  rovcoera  by  eaptlrity  or  on- 
avoidaUe  accident,  a  proriaion  is  here  rccom- 
mended^iring  eqaitable  powers  of  adjaatmeot 
to  the  Wkt  Department ;  and,  as  uwasures  of  pre- 
caution and  cfficieocy,  we  hare  reoommended  a 
ceneral  and  division  sta£^  that  will  make  oor 
forces  efficient  in  the  Beld:  and  a  Military  Aead- 
amy,  to  diffuse  military  matmciion  throofbout 
tbe  United  States. 

Mr.  J.  said,  the  formation  of  a  national  charac- 
ter was  of  ^reat  importance ;  every  nation  has  a 
character  of  some  sort — mixed  or  posiiire  in  its 
kiad.  A  character  for  all  the  rirtaee— of  liber- 
alitj^,  of  generosity,  of  magnaoimlir,  of  gratitode, 
^  justice,  of  wisdom ;  or  it  mar  be  positive,  of 
tbe  opposite  qnalities  and  attribntes— of  parsi- 
Mony,  of  ingratitude,  of  iojusiice,  of  ignorance ; 
or  mixed,  combining  a  part  of  the  rirtnes  that 
exalt,  aod  part  of  the  rirtues  that  degrade  the 
humaa  character.  Oa  the  piesent  oceasion  it 
would  be  discorcred  that  tbe  prorisions  of  the  hill 
were  aeitber  prodigal,  en  tbe  one  band,  nor  par- 
omonions  on  tbe  other.  In  measures  of  State  we 
■konld  aroid  extremes. 

In  concluding,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  would  dm  iaquire 
whetherwehadpromiMdieptondeforlheindov 


and  orphan,  or  make  donations  to  the  officer  j  a 
tender  father  never  stops  to  inquire  whether  he  is 
bound  by  contract  to  aid  aod  relieve  a  worthy  son ; 
nor  doesaman  of  noble  feelings  inquire  whether  he 
is  bound  by  contract  to  extend  the  hand  of  uaial- 
ance  to  a  friend  in  distress.  Tbe  Gorernment 
contracted  no  legal  obli^lion ;  it  acted  wisely  in 
not  doing  it.  It  was  wise  to  be  free  to  ac^  as 
circumstances  would  warrant  This  is  no  atgn- 
ment,  however,  against  the  bill.  It  will  reflect 
more  honor  upon  Congress  to  give  where  it  is 
merited,  withont  legal  obligation.  In  tbe  begin- 
ning of  the  war  we  did  not  know  how  the  army 
would  act ;  we  have  their  conduct  now  before  us, 
aod  we  approve  ii.  If  individual  cases  shonld  he 
selected,  as  has  been  done,  to  depreciate  the  claims 
of  the  army,  it  should  be  recollected  that  the 
same  might  be  done  of  all  associations  of  men  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  should  indulge 
prejudices  against  men  who  have  generally  acted 
so  well,  and  that  jealousj  should  oe  excited  be- 
tween tbe  army  and  militia.  The  praise  of  the 
army  should  not  he  ceosidered  aa  eansure  of  the 
militia,  nw  wall-earned  praise  of  the  militia,  aa 
lessening  the  elaiuu  of  the  army.  With  these 
riews.  the  hope  is  indulged  that  the  bill  will  pass 
without  material  amendment. 

Mr.  CoMSTOox  said,  this  was  a  subject  uptm 
which  much  might  be  said  on  each  side,  by  gen- 
tlemen of  learning  and  eloquence.  It  is  one,  said 
he.  on  wbieU  my  mind  baslabored  with  consider- 
able anxiety.  Possessing  only  very  limited  claims, 
sir,  to  either  of  these  valuable  accomplishments, 
I  must  content  myself  with  glancing  at  siHne  of 
the  reasons  which  will  influence  ray  conduct 
upon  this  occasion. 

Mr.  C.  said,  I  early  imbibed  a  respect  for  the 
patriot  soldier.  He  possesses  qualiues  of  mind 
which  challenge  and  receive  my  admiration  and 
esteem.  Formking  the  hallowed  shades  of  do- 
mestic haj^neas,  be  coons  the  danger,  loUa^  aid 
priratimis,  incident  to  his  profession.  His  bast 
days  are  devoted  to  tbe  scrrtce  of  his  eoanUT. 
His  healthy  his  blood,  aod  bis  life,  are  noUy  sac- 
rificed upon  the  alur  of  the  piiblie  weaL 

This  respect,  so  early  imbibed,  has  strength- 
ened with  socceeding  years.  I  fed  all  ila  force 
in  contemplating  the  officers  of  the  late  amy ;  I 
beliere,  in  general,  they  deserre  well  of  their 
country }  I  rejoice  that  they  merit,  and  recetre, 
the  meed  of  her  applause.  They  ure  exhibited 
a  degree  of  fortitude  aod  intelligenes  not  sur- 
passed in  any  age  or  nation ;  anu  they  hare  es- 
sentially contributed,  under  the  auspices  of  Hear- 
en,  to  tbe  speedy,  honorable,  and  beneficial  issue 
of  the  conflict,  from  which  the  nation  has  leecatly 
emerged. 

Mr.  Caald  it  eaa  scarcely  he  imagined  that  I 
am  actuated  in  the  rote  I  am  about  to  yir^  by  aa 
apprehension  that  the  late  war  was  aiuost  or  un- 
necessary }  for  although  I  bare  not  been  in  the 
habit  of  presenting  my  riews  upon  this  subject  in 
elaborate  qteeches,  nererthdess,  the  rotes  I  hare 
uniformly  giren  upon  questions  calculated  to 
promote  tbe  nulitaty  service,  abundantly  evince 
my  ideaa  of  the  josiwe  and  propriety  of  the  late 
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ms.  While  I  lamented  the  imperioas  neeesBlt^ 
which  demanded  its  deelaration,  I  coiweiTed  it 
forced  Qpon  us  hj  the  iojustiee  and  rapaeity  of 
the  enemy.  Hence,  sir,  I  hare  erer  deemed  it 
my  duly,  as  a  member  of  this  honwaUe  body,  to 
ioTigorate  the  national  arm,  by  (tarnishing  to  the 
Cioremmait  the  means  of  bumbling  and  vaa- 
9 idshing  mtr  foes ;  of  vindioating  the  honor  and 
roternt  of  the  nation,  and  of  placing  them  upon 
a  firm  and  stable  foundation. 

Mr.  C.  said,  what  induced  the  offioers  to  enter 
the  service'?  What  mnlttplied  the  number  of 
eandidates  for  military  office,  to  an  extent  beyond 
that  which  it  was  proj;ter  to  gratify  and  employ  ? 
I  answer,  sir,  patnoi»m,  the  lore  of  fame,  and 
the  laudable  desire  of  rendering  beneit  to  the 
coQotry.  It  has  been  said,  that  military  glory  is 
the  pay  of  a  soldier.  Does  jnslice  require  those 
donatiotts?  No  sir.  Has  the  QoTemment  foiled 
to  perform  its  engagements  with  the  officers? 
Has  it  Bu^eeted  itaeu  to  the  imputation  of  bad 
ftuth?  Sir,  BO  stich  thing  exists,  bo  such  pretett- 
flion  has  been  suggested;  the  Oonrnment  has 
•trietly  adhered  to  the  requisition  of  those  laws 
in  Tirtoe  of  which  they  solicited  and  reeeiTed 
their  commissions.  They  hare  had  aa  c^portu- 
nity  to  manifest  their  love  (rf*  country,  and  to  ren- 
der her  honorable  service  in  the  exmise  of  their 
military  talents.  They  have  reoeired  pretty  am- 
ple pecuniary  compensation,  (especialljr  the  su- 
perior officers,)  and  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of 
victory,  with  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  the 
nation. 

Hr.  C.  said,  does  sonnd  policy  demand  these 
donatietu?  I  think  not,  sir.  I  am  aware  that 
we  may  be  exhorted  by  honorable  members  to 
transport  ourselves  in  imagination  to  n  jperiod 
when  we  may  be  again  enga^  in  a  eonflict  of 
umi  with  an  enemy ;  a  eonflict  atmilar  in  cbar- 
aeter  to  that  throitth  which  we  have  lately  passed 
in  defence  of  oor  dearest  rights ;  in  defence  of  the 
very  attribotes  of  sover«goty.  We  may  be  told 
■hat,  at  a  period  so  eventful,  we  may  solicit  in 
vain  the  heroes  of  the  country  to  wear  cur  com- 
mission, and  to  fight  our  battles.  They  will  be 
deterred  from  entering  oor  service,  from  the  illib- 
erality  which  the  history  of  onr  conduct,  in  reli- 
tion  to  the  deranced  offioers,  will  disdose^  shoold 
this  section  be  rejected. 

Sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  snch  a  state  of  things 
will  ever  occur.  Real  vision,  in  my  jodgment, 
ll4U  never  behold  this  fanciful  picture.  History 
will  raeotd  that  we  have  complied  with  every 
legal  aad  moral  obllgatitm  imposed  on  us  in  ref- 
erence to  these  dennged  officers.  Have  they 
been  wounded?  we  inscribe  their  names,  aa  iB> 
valid  officers,  on  the  roll  of  peitsio&ers  of  the 
United  Sutes.  Have  (Aeers  been  dain  in  bat- 
tle? we  gratit  a  gratuity,  for  a  term  of  years,  to 
their  legal  representatives.  Sir,  without  advert- 
ing to  all  the  provisions  upon  this  subject,  suffice 
it  to  say,  that  history  will  proclaim  the  justice 
and  munificence  of  the  conduct  of  the  Gh>vem- 
»ent  in  regard  to  the  Army.  Thus,  sir,  the  pe- 
riod, I  apprehend,  will  never  arrive  when  men  of 
nuiiary  talents  and  heroic  cast  of  ohtrtcter,  in 


sufficient  nambOTS,  cuinot  be  fooad,  prood  to 
wear  your  naiform.  eonrting  yonr  service,  sad 
ready  to  rally  nmnd  the  saoMaird  of  the  eoontry 
in  the  hour  of  trial.  An  hommble  sense  of  doty, 
and  an  ardent  and  long  cherished'  mttaebment  tb 
those  eternal  principles  of  civil  and  religious  lib* 
erty,  guarantied  to  as  by  oar  exeeltent  politiBal 
inAimtions,  will  be  among  the  powerful  motives 
which  will  secure  forever  to  the  QovomBtat 
their  best  services  and  afiieetioa. 

Mr.  Chairman,  invidious  distinctions  are  in- 
volved in  this  section,  to  which  I  am  closed. 
It  excludes  from  its  benefits  the  most  meritorioai 
class  of  the  Army.  Those  officers  of  the  Army 
who  are  rained  in  service  are  not  embraced  fay 
this  provision ;  and  yet  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that 
many  of  them  have  rendered  more  service  to  the 
country,  and  have  stronger  claims  on  her  bomty 
than  th(»e  who  have  been  deranged. 

At  the  redaciitn  of  the  Annj^  when  a  adee* 
tion  of  officers  was  B»de  for  the  Peace  Bstahlish- 
menLwemayBatumllycoBclDdetbatr^rd  was 
had,  m  some  measnrO)  to  the  reipeetive  merits  of 
the  officers  oomposiu  the  late  army.  Heaee, 
sir,  the  imper£eetion  of  this  system  Is  mHilhst. 

Mr.  Chairraan,  what  reason  have  we  to  dis- 
criminate in  this  way,  b«ween  the  regnlaT  and 
militia  officers  of  the  late  array.   Have  not  the 
latter  disidayed  military  geinus  and  devotion  to 
their  country?   Have  they  not  rendered  her  sig- 
nal services,  and  performed  many  noble  and  pl- 
iant achievements?   They  certainly  have^r; 
in  this  exitis  no  difference  of  opinion.  With 
what  justice  or  propriety,  then,  can  we  vnAhold 
from  them  this  dooo  1   Sir,  the  names  of  these 
^ve  and  patriotic  officers  thicken  on  my  recol* 
lection.  I  could  mention  a  Shelby,  a  Porttr,aBd 
many  others,  if  it  w«e  proper  to  name  them  n 
this  place,  eqtuUy  deservinf  the  benefits  of  this 
section,  as  the  deranged  offleen  of  the  regolaT 
army.  Sir,  the  honorable  chatrtaan  of  the  Mili- 
mry  Committee  has  reminded  as,  that  we  araai 
land  to  privates,  and  asks,w4iy  we  withheld  it 
from  officers?  Sir,  there  is  a  great  dHTersDee 
between  the  pecuniary  compensation  afibrd«d  a 
private,  and  an  of&cer.  Besides,  by  the  tcnns  of 
your  contract  with  the  private  soldier,  when  he 
entered  the  service  you  promised  him  land}  bd 
such  contract  exists,  no  such  prombe  was  made 
in  relation  to  the  officers.   The  same  geotlemao, 
when  speaking  of  the  advutages  extended  to  yU 
militia,  with  a  view  to  do  away  the  impntetioa 
that  the  deranged  officers  of  the  regular  vmj 
are  the  favored  objects  of  oar  partiality,  remtrkedi 
that  we  place  the  militia,  when  wounded,  on  the 
peaaioB  list.  Sir,  this  privilege  is  oonunon  to 
miUtia  aad  regulars;  and,  therefoie,  ^"'l?'. 
addnead  to  justify  the  dntinction  to  whieb  i 
have  adverted. 

But  my  estimable  friend  from  Keatucky  coo- 
plains  of  onr  turning  the  deranged  officers  opn 
the  world  without  the  means  of  support,  oir, 
when  the  people  have  no  business  for  their  powj 
servants  to  perform,  when  the  necessity  vma 
induced  their  official  elevation  ceases  to  ^*^}>r 
is  jntt  and  proper  they  ahonld  retire  to  F'"** 
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life  i  of  this  practioe  do  one  can.  of  rJ^bt,  com- 
plain. We  maiDUin  no  sinecures  in  thu  Repub- 
he.  Mr.  Cbaiimao,  from  the  best  reflection  I 
bare  been  able  to  bestow  upon  tbe  subject  of  this 
section,  I  am  induced  to  believe  it  ou^ht  not  to 
be  adopted.  If,  bowerer,  it  shall  obtain,  I  hooe 
its  benefits  will  be  cimfiacd  to  eaptaias  and  subali' 
eiiu.  Thus,  sir,  I  am  coBstrained,  from  a  seiue 
of  daiy,  to  opposfl^  «^>on  this  occasioD,  the  wishes 
of  my  honorable  friend,  the  chairman  of  the 
Miliury  Committee,  with  whom  I  am  generally 
happy  and  proud  to  act  in  concert. 

Mr.  Taul  said:  Thotwh  I  am  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  section  of  the  bill  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out  is  impolitic,  and  of  course  ought  not 
to  pass,  I  confess  that  I  distrust  my  own  judg- 
ment, when  it  is  diffetent  from  that  of  any  of  the 
standing  committees  of  tbe  House.  The  mem- 
bers composing  those  committees  are  selected  for 
their  capacity  and  particular  knowledge  of  tbe 
business  to  be  referred  to  them.  Those-selections 
have  been  judiciously  made.  Tfaestaadingcom- 
mittees  hare  a  double  responsibility  on  tbem. 
Hence  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  every  measure, 
before  it  is  reported  to  tlie  House,  uadei^oesa 
very  nice  scrutiny.  Those  committees  have  de- 
servedly 8>«nt  weight  in  the  investigation  and 
decision  of  such  Questions  as  may  have  eome  be- 
fore and  been  decided  on  by  them.  In  opposing, 
therefore,  any  measure  recommended  by  tbem, 
you  have  to  encounter  "  fearful  odds"  indeed. 

In  addition  to  the  supportgiven  to  this  measure 
by  tbe  Military  Committee,  it  has  also  received 
the  support  of  an  honorable,  highly  respectable, 
enlightened,  and  consequently  ionuential  member 
from  Marykod,  (Mr.  Shitb.) 

In  opposing  the  proposed  donation  of  lands  to 
the  disbanded  officers,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  tbati  have  do  idea  of  detracting  from 
their  merits.  They  stand  high  in  my  estimation. 
They  have  the  richest  reward  in  the  nation's 
tieasaiy— its  thanks,  its  gratitude. 

Bat,  sir,  ic  it  to  the  regular  army  exclusively, 
the  offisen  commanding  it,  that  yoo  are  in- 
debted  for  the  splendid  victories  achieved  during 
the  late  war?— for  your  ^sent  high  standing 
amoogst  the  nations  of  the  earth?  Much,  very 
much,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  performed  by  the  mi- 
litia i  yes,  the  militia,  that  was  once  considered 
the  bulwaik  of  the  nation ;  but  which  some  gtn- 
tlemen  seem  to  consider,  at  this  time,  worse  tun 
nothing.  It  is  net  my  iatentioa  to  make  any  in- 
vidious eomparisona;  I  shall  not  say  that  this 
was  done  by  the  militia,  that  by  die  regulhr 
army. 

But  I  must  be  pardooed  in  directing  your  at* 
tention  back  to  the  Fall  of  1813.  What  was  the 
situation  of  this  country  then,  and  the  state  of 
the  public  mind  and  feelings  of  the  people  1  Dis* 
aster  had  eneoeeded  disaster  in  such  rapid  sueee^' 
lion,  that  this  nation  ms  literally  dad  in  moum* 
lag,  was  covered  with  vckeloth  and  ashes ;  evny 
flue  was  pale;  the  highest-minded  and  most 
sanguine  in  this  nation  was  bowed  down ;  noth- 
ii^out  the  brilliantachierementsof  yourgalianf 
taison  the  water  prevented  you  i)r«ia  stoking 


into  the  lowest  depths  of  despair  and  despondan- 
cy.  From  what  quarter  did  the  first  ray  of  hope 
beam  upon  you  t  From  tbe  Northwest— Ken- 
tucky's venerable  chief,  at  the  bead  of  ber  volun- 
teer militia,  in  tbe  capture  of  tbe  British  Army 
under  Proctor,  and  ttie  dispersion  of  the  Indians 
wiUitheslauBhter  of  their  favorite  leader,  brought 

Sou  relief.  Despair  and  despondency  disappeared 
ke  an  unwelcome  guest,  ConfideneogMta  hope 
succeeded.  Bonfires  and  illnminations  in  idl 
parts  of  the  United  States  evidenced  the  change 
produced  by  the  gallant  deeds  of  your  militia. 
The  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  your 
Military  Committee  (Mr.  Johhbon)  knows  well 
their  meriu.  He  has  commanded  them;  he 
has  fought  and  bled  with  them.  As  the  com- 
mander of  a  militia  corps,  be  tias  rendered  signal 
services  to  bis  eonntry  ;  and  should  the  occasion 
require  it,  will  doubtless  do  so  again.  It  is  unne- 
cessary to  eoumenie  iustanoes.of  tbe  gallant 
achievements  of  yonr  militia.  Tbe  plains  af 
New  Orleans  will  be  a  lasting  monument  In 
their  fame,  their  worth  and  usefulnees. 

But,  says  an  htworable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  CoMMBB.)  for  whom  I  have 
the  highest  personal  respect,  Gteeral  Washiaf- 
ton  pronounced  during  ikt  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, that  the  militia  under  his  eemmaod  hfld 
been  prejudicial,  instead  of  serviceable,  to  tbe 
country,  Qeneral  Washington  spoke  ofi  the  h«t^ 
erogeneous^  discordant,  unotgantzed,  and  midie- 
eipfined  militia  of  that  day.  His  various  com- 
munications to  Congress  during  the  time  ke 
administered  the  Government,  will  demonstrate 
that  he  considered  the  militia  tbe  nation's  best, 
surest,  and,  I  may  say,  only  defence.  His  anxiety 
to  have  the  militia  properly  orgaaized,  armed, 
and  disciplined,  in  maDiiested  in  all  his  coounu- 
nicatioQs  to  Congress  on  the  subject.  The  same 
honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  CoNna)  has  re- 
ferred us  to  tbe  military  (^ratiaas  in  India,  as 
an  evidence  of  the  oorrecteeas  of  the  positinn 
which  he  has  assumed.  In  that  countty  he  has 
informed  you  that  an  army  of  fifty  or  an  han- 
dred  thousand  men  has  been  nut  to  flight  by  a 
few  thousand  British  troops.  1  must  be  permit- 
ted to  flatter  myself  that  the  American  militia 
are  something  superior  to  the  Hindoo;  if  they 
are  not,  it  is  high  time  we  were  looking  eut^fer 
some  other  dependence  than  the  militia.  Sir,  if 
your  militia  are  not  capable  of  defeadins  them- 
selves, of  fighting  their  own  battles— -if  ue^  are 
Qot  fit  materials  for  soldiers,  they  are  not  fit  £»r 
citizens;  it  is  time  they  were  subjects.  Geotle- 
men  seem  to  have  misunderstood  tbe  ground  of 
opposition  to  the  proposed  donation  to  the  du- 
banded  officer.  Sir,  it  is  not  because  your  militia 
officers  are  not  iaeluded ;  I  will  not  say^  that  the 
militia  officer  would  not  accept  anything  of  the 
kind,  which  the  Gtovernment,  in  the  plenitude  of 
its  liberality,  might  bestow;  but  this  much  I 
will  say,  that  be  ought  not. 

Sir,  if  sufiering  ia  to  be  rewarded,  you  should 
besin  with  the  aon-commisaioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  mUitia.  Comparatively  speaking, 
I  the  situation  of  the  officer  during  the  lata  war 
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waseoTiable,  ihesitaatioa  of  the  si^dier  wretched, 
deplorable.  I  would  uotmakeadonatioD  of  land 
to  the  officer,  without  making  a  similar  doaatioa 
to  the  soldier ;  and  I  do  not  ibiok  either  eittitled 
to  it.  1  doubt  the  risbt  of  ibe  Congress  of  the 
Uoited  States  to  make  aoeh  a  disposition  of  the 
pablie  lands.  It  has  been  too  eommoo  a  practice 
under  almost  all  goTernmeots  to  reward  a  few  at 
the  eipt^se  of  the  maoy.  Let  us  not,  if  possible, 
fiiH  into  this  error.  If  we  are  to  exercise  our 
charity,  let  as  find  fit  objects;  for  ill-directed  or 
nispiaced  charity,  is  worse  than  no  charity  at  all. 

Hitherto  the  Congress  of  the  Uoited  Statef 
has  provided  only  for  the  widows  and  childrea 
of  such  officers  as  may  bare  been  killed  in  bat- 
tle. The  humane  and  laudable  object  of  this  bill 
is  to  make  provision  for  the  widows  and  childrea 
of  sacb  noQ-coramissioned  officers  and  privates 
as  may  have  died  in  your  service.  It  is  worthy 
a  great  and  magnanimous  people.  The  best  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart  mnat  be  enlisted  in  their 
favor ;  I  therefore  rq^et  that  the  proposed  bounty 
to  the  disbanded  offioera  should  be  ushered  into 
this  House  in  company  with  the  claim  of  the 
widow  atfd  orphan.  They  stand  on  very  differ- 
ent ground.  It  is  contended  that  the  disbanded 
officers  were  taken  from  Ineiative  professioos, 
from  profitaUe  agricultural  and  eommercial  pur- 
euits,  that  their  business  has  been  deranged  and 
cannot  be  resumed  to  advantage.  Sir  one,  two, 
or  three  years'  service  will  not  disquaufy  a  man 
for  the  pursuits  of  civil  life.  The  disbanded  offi- 
cer who  cannot  resume  his  civil  pursuits  was 
unfit  to  be  honored  with  a  commission;  the  coun- 
try is  under  no  obligation  to  support  him.  The 
meriiorious  disbanded  officer,  in  resuming  busi- 
ness, will  hare  considerable  advantages  over 
others  in  the  same  line  of  business;  his  military 
services  will  have  enlisted  the  sympathies  of  the 
people  on  his  side,  and  consequently  command 
their  friendship  and  snj^rt.  Pass  the  section 
of  the  bill  now  under  eonslderatioo,  and,  my 
word  for  it,  your  militia  is  disgusted,  great  vio- 
lence will  be  done  to  public  sentiment.  It  is 
considered  in  the  light  of  a  charitable  donatioD ; 
all  who  held  commissions  during  the  late  war  are 
included ;  the  great  mass  of  the  community  wilt 
not  be  able  to  perceive  that  because  a  young  gen- 
tlrmao  (worthy  as  he  may  be)  may  hare  worn 
epaulets  for  a  few  months  or  a  year^  that  he  is, 
therefore,  an  object  of  charity.  Sir  he  stands 
on  very  different  ground  from  that  of  the  snper- 
Mnuated,  war-worn  officer  or  soldier.  This 
Government  is  founded  (as  I  remarked  on  a  for- 
mer occasion)  on  the  affections  of  the  people  t 
their  feelings,  their  wishes  most  be  consulted. 
It  is  no  reproach  to  them  that  they  would  be  op* 
posed  to  the  proposed  ^rant  of  land  totfaeoffican. 
Select  meritorious  objects,  and  yon  will  find  no 
limit  to  the  bonoty,  to  the  gratitude  <ji  thia  peo- 
ple. TheLegislatureof  the  State  which  I  haTC 
the  honor,  in  part,  of  representing  on  this  floor, 
has  forwarded  us  a  memorial  in  behalf  of  the 
widow  and  orphan.  As  well  as  1  reooUect,  it  is 
•tiled  to  have  passed  both  brsoehei  of  the 
latut*  uoonimonsly. 


PnaoAir,  1U6. 


It  has  been  observed,  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, that  the  disbanded  officers  have  acquired  a 

freat  deal  of  military  information;  that  by  ma- 
ing  this  provision  for  them,  they  will  be  enabled 
to  perfeet  their  military  education,  and,  in  the 
event  of  another  war,  would  make  valuable  offi- 
cers. Perhaps  I  bave  not  the  same  eon^denee 
in  making  good  and  valuaUe  officers  by  ednea- 
tion  that  some  gratlemra  have.  You  cannot 
make  a  military  commander  as  you  can  make  a 
cobbler.  He  must  be  formed  by  the  plastic  band 
of  nature  herself.  An  honorable,  ingeniotts,  and 
enlightened  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
HoLBBRT^)  some  time  sine&  in  debate,  on  the'bill 
to  establish  an  additional  Military  Academy, 
(which  be  advocated  with  great  zeal  and  ability,) 
embellished  his  speech  and  undertook  to  illustrate 
the  position  which  be  assumed,  by  quoting  the 
old  maxim,  "  That  an  army  of  hares  commanded 
by  a  Hon  was  superior  to  an  army  of  lions  com- 
manded by  a  bare."  Be  it  >o.  I  should  doubt 
making  a  lioa  of  a  hare  by  any  course  of  educa- 
tion thai  could  be  taken.  It  requires  a  combina- 
tion of  rare  qualities  to  make  an  able  comman- 
der. Those  qualities  actual  serrioe  alone  can 
developci/ 

Much  ^  our  hopes  were  rested  upon  our  oU 
experienced  officers  at  the  period  when  war  wu 
declared,  and  for  some  time  thereafter,  our  cgrc- 
ffious  disappointment  will  never  be  forgotten. 
Without  intending  a  reflection  upon  any  partic- 
ular officer,  it  is  with  paiu  that  I  say  that  many 
of  them  at  the  trying  moment  were  fooad  want- 
ing. 

The  distinguished  heroes  who  shone  with  sock 
resplendent  uistre  at  the  closing  scene,  and  who 
"  have  filled  the  measure  of  their  country's  braor," 
were  untbooght  of  at  tbe  commencement  of  bM- 
tilities. 

The  resources  of  yoor  country  could,  in  nj 
opinion,  be  better  aisled,  than  in  the  way  eoa> 
templated  by  the  section  of  the  bill  tudttcousid- 
erattoo.  Amongst  other  things  your  militia  want 
arms—though  they  are,  in  my  opinion,  superior 
to  any  troops  in  the  world,  it  is  not  to  k  dis- 
gtiised  that  they  are  in  a  most  wretched  tiln- 
atioo.  They  know  nothing  of  the  mn^etaad 
bayonet  until  they  are  caUed  into  aervie&  For 
the  first  time  those  arms  are  put  into  their  haadi. 
They  are  dissatisfied  with  the  musket,  beeaOM 
they  are  acquainted  with  the  rifle  and  snow  its 
efficacy.  They  should  be  habituated  to  the  nw 
of  those  arms  on  which  they  have  to  depend  in 
battle.  It  takes  some  time  to  reconcile  a  militia- 
man  to  arms  with  which  be  was  ueacqoaiated, 
and  which  he  has  not  been  used  to  handling. 

1  shall  vote  for  striking  out  the  section ;  the 
rest  of  the  Mil  I  do  most  siueerely  hope  and  trust 
will  leceive  the  uuanimous  support  of  the  Qobm* 

Mr.  Baaroii  said,  he  eutertaioed  tbe  highoit 
regard  and  respect  jbr  tbe  honorable,  the  chair* 
man  and  members  of  the  Military  Comnutiee 
who  reported  the  bill  now  nadtt  dncusion,  aao 
if  the  honorable  members  of  the  eommitwc  had 
gone  a  little  farther  they  would  have  beeawU- 
tled  to  more  of  his  reapceL 


AfaUary  atrvicet. 
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I  have  hemrd,  Mr.  Cbairman,  said  Mr.  £.,  a 
ereat  deal  aboat  aatioaal  glorf  apon  tbe  floor  of 
uis  HoDse :  1,  too,  lore  naiioDil  glory — oot  otAj 
national  ^ory,  bcu  also  love  natioDal  justice.  He 
coDsidered  the  present  question,  whether  a  dona- 
tion of  lands  should  be  granted  to  tbe  disbanded 
officers  of  the  Array  as  altogether  a  qnestion  of 
poUey.  He  had,  at  ao  early  period  in  the  session, 
ofiered  a  resolniion  instructing  tbe  committee  on 
Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  to  the  offioers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  priraies,  of  tbe  militia,  army,  and  rangers, 
who  served  in  the  late  war,  interest  on  the  sums 
due  to  theni,  from  the  time  they  ought  lo  bare 
bc«D  paid,  nniil  they  shoold  be  paid.  He  ander- 
stoodithadbeen  reported  against;  bad  tbe  inquiry 
been  aa  to  its  juettee,  instead  of  its  expediency, 
be  beliered  iteonid  Dot  hare  beoi  reported  a^instj 
he  thought  tbe  nation  riioald  be  jtist  before  it  was 
bouolifol.  If  the  committee  had  reported  in  fa> 
Tor  of  tbe  payment  to  the  army  and  militia  what 
was  ID  truth  due  to  them,  and  also  in  favor  of 
giantiog  a  boaoty  in  land  to  the  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  tbe  militia,  we  should  then  have  had  tbe 

Siestion  of  jostiee,  as  welt  as  policy,  before  us. 
e,  for  one,  was  not  for  giving  donations  to  tbe 
disbanded  officers,  and  withholding  what  was 
jastly  doe  to  the  militia.  He  thought  such  a 
measure  was  neither  just  nor  politic.  Tbe  offi- 
cers  of  the  army  had  sought,  with  great  compe- 
tition, to  procure  commiaxions  in  the  service  of 
the  coonlry,  while  many  of  the  militia,  some  of 
vhom  were  equally  meritorious  and  would  have 
made  aa  good  officers  had  they  have  been  com- 
missioned, bare  been  forced  into  the  service  by  a 
draught,  others  had  volunteered,  and  greatly  dis- 
tinffoisbed  themselves  in  their  country's  cause. 

Mr.  £.  said,  be  bad  heard,  with  great  pleas- 
ore,  glory  in  bigh'toned  and  very  eloquent  strains 
poured  lorlh,  and  very  properly  bestowed  upon 
Jackson,  Brown,  Scott.  Ripley,  Maeomb,  Gaines, 
Porter,  Miller,  and  the  long  list  of  heroes  who  bad 
helped  to  fight  the  battles  of  tbe  country ;  they 
justly  merited  all  that  could  be  said  in  tjieir 

KaisCj  aod  be  was  not  disposed  to  detract  in  the 
ist  from  tbe  merit,  the  praise,  or  the  honor,  to 
wbieb  tbey  were  so  justly  entitled;  he  would  not 
guck  one  solitary  feather  from  their  cap  of  fame. 
He  would  bowever  ask,  how  was  this  fflory  ac- 
quired? Who  acquired  it  for  them?  While  he 
was  not  disposed  to  eulogise  mortal  man,  he  aould 
lot  forbear  lo  bring  into  view  before  tbe  commit- 
lee  tbe  merits  of  the  militia.  He  recollected, 
when  quite  a  youth,  a  respectable  old  lady  from 
ibe  neighborhood  where  he  lived  had  made  a 
rtsit  into  Vermont ;  on  her  return,  she  was  asked 
bow  she  liked  tbe  setilemenis  and  the  people  1 
She  observed,  smilingly,  that  tbey  lived  io  log 
cabins  in  tl^e  woods,  end  at  every  house  she 
mw  more  children  tbao  panes  of  glass  in  their 
vindovs.  It  is  to  these  hardy  sons  of  America 
that  a  portion  of  this  glory  ought  to  be  ascribed. 
Who  defeated  the  British  at  Sackett's  Harbor  ? 
Who  helped  to  gain  Ibe  successive  battles  of 
Chippewa,  Nia^ra,  and  Erie?  Tbe  militia. 
Who  defeated  CraQeral  Proctor's  army  at  the  Mo- 
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ravian  towns  ?  The  militia.  Who  terrified  and 
beat  a  veteran  army,  greatly  superior  io  number, 
at  Plattsburg  on  the  18th  of  September,  1814,  and 
gave  military  fame  to  Macomb?  The  Vermont 
and  New  York  militia.  Who  expelled  the  Brit- 
ish veteran  foe  from  before  New  Orleans  on  the 
8ih  of  January,  ISlStimmortalized  the  hero  Jack- 
son, aod  crowned  their  country  with  everlasting 
glory  ?  It  was  the  brave  and  hardy  sons  of  the 
West — the  militia  and  volunteers.  And  what 
were  these  glorified  Generals  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war ;  they,  most  of  them,  were  of  the 
militia? 

Sir,  this  is,  or  ought  to  be.  a  GoreromeDt  of 
equal  rights--eqn8l  protection  'should  be  extended 
to  all,  and  equal  and  exact  jostiee  measured  out 
to  all  alike.  How  had  the  war  borne  in  ito  ope- 
ratioa  upon  tbe  people  of  this^iation  ?  It  would 
be  found  that  certain  portions  of  the  people  bad 
nude  money  during  the  war— Pittsbure,  Carlisle, 
and  other  places  in  Pennsylvania ;  aho,  in  cer- 
tain paru  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  and  other 
States  to  the  South,  had  made  money  by  the  war, 
while  the  frontiers  bad  suffered  incalculable  losses, 
whether  that  frontier  was  on  the  Atlantic  or  in 
the  interior.   The  war  had  raged  upon  the  Nia- 
gara frontier,  upon  the  seacoaat,aod  in  the  North- 
west.  On  the  Niagara  frontier,  tbe  people  bad 
been  plundered,  aod  their  houses  burned  by  the 
enemy ;  many  had  lost  everything  they  possessed. 
Portions  of  the  seaboard  had  also  been  ravaged, 
and  the  inhabitants  plundered  of  their  property, 
and  their  persons  violated;  white,  on  the  North- 
west frontier,  the  people  had  been  shot  dead  io 
their  fields,  their  bonses  burned,  property  robbed, 
and  many  left  without  a  cent  to  give  support  or 
succor  to  the  agoni:!ing  widow  aod  helpless  or- 
phan.  Aod  was  this  nation  to  give  to  the  rich, 
to  disbanded  officers,  to  the  aristocratic  branch  of 
tbe  community,  who  sought  with  eagerness  tbe 
honor  of  holding  your  conimiisioos,  and  the  truly 
unfortunate  to  remain  wholly  unprovided  for? 
He  wished  not  to  be  understood,  as  being  opposed 
to  this  donation ;  as  a  matter  of  policy  to  tne 
cers,  he  thought  it  should  be  granted,  but  not  un- 
til relief  should  be  extended  to  such  as  had  been 
ruined  by  tbe  war ;  the  militia  and  army  paid 
what  was  due  to  them,  and  the  like  bounty  in 
lands  exicoded  to  the  militia.  Equal  rights  do 
not  exist  where  justice  is  not  measured  out  to  all 
alike ;  individuals  who  have  loaned'  to  the  Oor- 
eroment,  always  have  b^n  paid  interest;  and 
what  is  the  withholding  from  the  militia,  rangers, 
and  others  employed  in  yoarserrice,  sums  really 
due  to  them,  but  a  forced  loan  ?  If  you  provide 
for  tliese  disbanded  officws,  why  not  make  pro- 
vision for  tbe  militia,  the  great  bulwark  of  our 
liberty,  the  ark  of  oor  political  safMy  ?  Does  not 
soond  policy  dictate  ttus  course  ?  To  whom  will 
you  look,  aod  to  whom  wilt  posterity  look,  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  in  case  of  another  war,  if 
it  be  not  to  tbe  militia  ? 

Let  any  member  of  this  honorable  Committee 
figure  to  himself  the  situation  of  a  frontier-man, 
a  ranger,  in  the  war  upon  the  Western  frontier. 
He  enlists,  beeaosa  his  flunily,  his  eonstry,  Uber- 
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ty,uid  property,eTerythingheld  dear  aod  sacred, 
is  eedao^ered ;  he  acorns  to  fiy,  he  expects  pay, 
because  it  is  right,  and  he  cannot  serve  witnoat 
iti  He  goes  in  debt,  supplies  his  own  provision, 
horse,  and  clothing ;  he  nurches  not  into  tbe 
opts  field  to  meet  in  broad  day-light  a  civilized 
enemy,  but,  in  the  wide  wilderness,  to  combat 
with  toe  rifle,  the  tomahaw-k.  and  scalping-knife, 
leaving  his  defenceless  family  behind,  at  hom^ 
expcetiag  every  night  to  be  slaughtered  by  tbe 
mihleai  and  relenttos  savage  foe,  who  creep  from 
thvit  iuding  places,  make  tbar  atuck  in  the  dark, 
by  sarprise,  and,  unless  successful,  are  off  tbroogh 
the  ihioket  with  all  the  rapidity  of  tbe  deer.  The 
aanfe  hunts  the  ranger  as  he  would  bunt  the 
doa^  Wet  and  cold  are  tbe  days,  and  dismal  are 
the  ni^ts  be  has  spent  in  bis  conotry's  cause. 
Pcttoe  is  proclaimed — it  brings  glad  tidings  to 
every  bonist  heart.  The  ranger  and  the  militia- 
nMB  return,  they  expect  payment,  every  body  sup- 
posed they  long  since  would  have  been  paid, 
without  ii  they  cannot  diaoharge  their  debu. 
Their  certificates  for  pay  more  worthless  than 
Philadelphia  bills  in  New  York,  or  New  York 
bills  in  Philadelphia  were,  during  the  war.  They 
mvst  dispose  of  them  at  a  diseounii  or  the  bailiff 
sells  their  property  or  confines  then  in  prison. 
Kmilu  has  been  the  fate  of  many  an  honest  hn»- 
budman.  The  militia  of  that  portion  of  the 
eovntry  which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  had 
defended  the  country  before  and  during  the  whole 
war.  We  were  without  regular  troops ;  it  is  true 
there  were  ten  companies  of  rangers  for  three 
Territories,  but  those  were  taken  from  the  mili- 
tia of  that  country,  and  tbe  few  regular  troops 
did  little  more  than  perform  garrison  duty.  The 
country  was  greatly  haraseed  during  the  whole 
war,  and  he  could  here  give  a  long  catalogue  of 
barbarous  and  bloody  murders  committed,  which 
he  forebore  to  detain  the  Committee  to  relate. 

The  militia,  tbe  ind^ndent  farmers  of  the 
West,  when  the  colonizauon  of  ibe  Western  coun- 
try was  threataned  by  the  British  veteran  forces 
«<  New  Orleans,  nn4  hordca  of  Mood-thirsty  say- 
ages,  beaded  by  British  myrmidons  and  emissa- 
ries, were  pressing  upon  the  seitlemenu  in  the 
'  North,  they,  tbe  people  of  tbe  West,  tbe  father 
and  the  son,  the  aged  and  the  infirm,  rallied 
around  the  standard  of  their  country,  and  did 
mvch,  and  would  again  march,  at  tbe  point  of 
the  bayonet,  u>  spill  the  lut  drop  of  blood  sooner 
than  the  tyrant  of  the  ocean,  the  destroyer  of 
mankind,  tbe  spoiler  of  free  trade,  and  tbe  deadly 
enemy  of  all  free  Ooverameois,  should  have 
gained  a  foothold  in  ibis  happy  land  of  liberty 
and  equal  rights. 

The  honomble  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  (Mr.  JoBHaofi,  of  Kentucky,) 
sa^s  tbej  have  not  neglected  tbe  militia,  in  bis 
opinion,  if  1  understood  him  rigbt;  and  under- 
takes to  prove  this  positioo,  by  stating  that  Con- 
gress have  given  a  donation  of  land  to  tlie  widows 
of  the  late  John  Allen,  and  Captains  Hart  and 
Hickman ;  that  we  have  embraced  the  cases  of 
widows  and  orphans.  Certainly,  providing  for 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  dweaaed,  is  not 


providing  for  the  militta  themselves.  Make  lib- 
eral and  generous  provision  for  the  militta  ;  re- 
ward those  whose  interest  it  will  beto  rally  around 
the  standard  of  tbe  country,  and  to  meet  tbe  in- 
vasion of  the  enemy  as  they  would  trespassers 
upon  their  own  personal  concerns,  and  you  will 
never  be  forced  to  resort  to  conscriptions. 

On  the  contrary,  if  vou  gram  extra  bonnties  to 
such  professional  gentlemen  aa  have  given  up  the 
pmctioe  of  the  law,  worth  five  thousand  didbna' 
year ;  to  commercial  men  who  have  quit  their 
pursuits,  worth  ten  tfaowand  dollars  a  year,  as 
stated  by  an  honorable  gentleman,  and  the  ex- 
clusive advocates  of  disbanded  officers,  who,  with 
such  lucrative  professions  and  employments  have 
a  oompetency  to  return  to ;  while  you  witfahcM 
relief  to  such  as  have  been  ruined  by  the  war, 
and  refuse  to  reward  your  militia,,  who  have 

fained  you  most  splendid  victories,  fought  the 
attles  of  the  country,  preserved  the  honor  of  the 
nation— soldiers  composed  of  farmers,  American 
husbandmen,  fresh  from  their  fields,  separated 
from  their  families, firesideB,and  homes, who,  upon 
the  sound  of  their  country's  alarm^  have  marched 
to  its  staikdard,  and  met  the  invasion  of  the  mer-^ 
cenary  enemiea  to  the  rights  of  man,  to  liberty, 
and  a  free  Government }  forced  them  to  teUve  wini 
great  slaughter,  and  crowned  this  nation  irilh 
immortal  glory — withhold,  I  say,  a  reward  to  ^ 
meritorious  class  of  tbe  community— put  them 
off  with  the  honorable  thanks  of  the  nation— be- 
stow bounties  exclusively  upon  dislHinded  ofii- 
cers,  and  in  all  fotureconteBts,a9  in  the  late  war, 
you  will  have  (^cers  by  thousands,  but  few  sol-' 
diers,  to  fight  the  battles  of  this  beloved  country. 

Messrs.  Cannon,  Roaa,  MoKbb,  and  Wil- 
liams, supported  tbe  motion,  and  opposed 
grant  of  land  to  the  disbanded  officers.  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  and 
Wilde,  were  adverse  lo  the  motion,  and  in  faver 
of  awarding  the  bounty  proponed  in  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  tbe  section  was  finally 
agreed  to— ayes  74,  nan  60. 

Oit  motion,  of  Mr.  Diau,  the  3d  section  of 
the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to  confine  tbe  land 
bounty  to  those  soldiers,  above  forty-five  asd  on- 
der  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  enlisted  "for  five 
years  or  during  tbe  war." 

On  motiop,  of  Mr.  Jaokboh  of  Virginia,  a  new 
section  was  added  to  the  bill  for  the  purpow  of 
guarding,  as  far  as  possible,  the  bounty  from  falling 
mio  tbe  hands  of  speculators,  by  probtbitiag  the 
transfer  of  right  thereto,  until  after  the  patent  has 
issued. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  ofatained  leave  to  sit  again.  . 


Fbiday,  February  16. 

Mr.  Sbbobaht  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Montgomery  county,  aod  of  IM 
Northern  Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelpbi*,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  nails 
may  not  be  tnnsported  or  opened  on  Suaday s. 

Mr.  Easton  presented  a  resolution  of  tbe  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Missonn,  nqocMiag 
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that  some  pinTiBioii  mif  be  adopted  to  afford  re- 
lief 10  settlers  oa  public  lands  ia  that  Territory, 
who  bare  been  ordered  to  remove  tberefrom  by 
the  proelamatioa  of  the  Presideot  of  the  Uailed 
States,  of  the  18ih  December,  1815.— Referred  to 
the  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  oo  the  bill  relation 
to  settlers  oo  tbe  pablie  lands. 

Mr.  JiwxTT  sobaiined  the  follovring  resolution ; 
which  WIS  read  a«d  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

M$l»ktd,  Thai  tbe  Pnmdeat  of  the  United  States 
be  wqamad  to  eaaaa  to  be  laid  beibra  tUi  Hoaas»  a 
■til  Wirt  of  all  «at|MiM«s  vritfeh  bs«<  been  inOiRed  in 
tbe  Oitr  of  Wariuagton,  under  tbe  mathori^  of  the 
United  States  tor  erecttng  edifices  of  any  kind,  and  for 
npairiag  and  omamentiof  bniliUngB  of  any  kind,  and 
for  improTiiig  the  street*  and  sqnsrM  of  the  city,  and 
tot  all  other  purpoees  of  ornament  and  impravenient, 
(excepting  the  navy  yard  and  its  building*  and  im- 
proTementa,)  designatmg,  as  specifically  as  the  nature 
of  the  ease  will  admit,  the  years  when  the  sereial  ex- 
penditurra  were  incurred,  the  purposes  to  which  they 
were  amriied,  and  the  funds  out  of  which  the  same 
were  pud  or  af^nopriated,  disUnguishing  between  such 
pmients  aa  were  made  ont  of  tbe  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  such  a4  were  made  out  of  tbe  proceeds 
<^tbesales  of  the  pnUic  property  within  the  District  of 
Colemtria,  or  out  of  other  Aatrict  Ainds,  or  donations 
reeifatod  i  and  also  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the 
fkmdi  deviled  from  tbe  sale  of  lets,  and  other  public 
Vtppmty  within  the  City  of  Waahington,  and  4tf  the 
pwoabia  vmhio  of  the  paUie  prapR^  lamaliing  on 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  peosioos  of  Robert  White,  and  Jaeab 
Wrighter,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended, 
and  pasaed. 

Orderedy  That  the  title  be  "An  act  to  iDcrease 
tbe  pensions  of  Robert  White,  Jacob  Wrighter, 
Jbtin  YooBg,  nod  John  Crampierscy." 

PBTmON  OP  WILUAH  PLOOD. 

Mr.  Yahcbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  oo  tbe  petition  of  William  Flood, 
whieh  was  read ;  witto  Mr.  Y.  rcnorted  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  William  Flood;  which  was  read 
twio&'ftDd  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
WhoKk  The  report  is  as  followa : 

That  the  petttumer  owned  and  oecnpied  a  wdnable 
dwellinK<^a«Bs,  togethsr  with  a  Taloable  mill  and  other 
■IhonsBi^  on  tbe  west  side  of  the  river  Mhnissi|^ 
pnvfaraa  to  the  month  of  December,  1814 ;  on  tbe  97A 
of  that  month,  the  plantation  of  the  petitioner  was 
taken  possession  of  by  Brigadier  General  David  B. 
Morga^,  under  an  wder  from  General  Andrew  Jack> 
son,  then  commanding  the  United  States  troops  in  New 
Orleans  and  its  vicini^,  and  the  houses  occuiued  by 
tbe  ofiloen  and  troops  under  his  command.  On  the 
morning  i^the  8^  of  January,  ISIS,  General  Moi|wi 
was  attacked  by  ute  enemy,  forced  from  his  positwn, 
and  the  bonses  of  the  petitioner,  together  with  his  mill 
and  timber,  at  the  same  time  destroyed  by  tbe  enemy. 
It  appears  to  the  committee,  from  documents  aecom- 
penying  the  petition,  Aat  the  proper^  was  destroyed 
on  account  of  its  being  occupied  by  me  troops  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  purpose  of  prerenttng  bur- 
racka  befaig  agabi  erected  tat  the  defence  of  New  Or- 
leana.  No  odwr  baiMinga  at  that  place,  w  in  the 
iwigliliaihaKd^  w«M  diMr^;  and  it  ww  known  la 
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dioenemy  ^t  the  mill  of  tbe  petitioner  had  AmMMd 
the  timber  witii  which  tho  batteries  had  been  con- 
structed. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner,  ia 
entitled  to  relief^  and  therefore  report  by  bill. 

PETITION  OP  EDMUND  DANA. 

Mr.  YancBT  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  EdmoQd  Dana;  which  was  read,  and  the  re»- 
olution  therein  contained  was  conenrred  in  bf 
the  House.  The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that,  during  Ae  late  war, 
he  acted  in  the  capacity  of*  clothing  sutler  to  the  dif- 
ferent posts  and  regiments  of  the  third  military  distoiot ; 
that  he  opened  shop  in  the  difbrent  garrisons  for  the 
sale  of  such  articles  of  clothing  aa  suitad  the  conva- 
nience  of  the  officers  and  soldiers ;  and  that,  having 
given  credit  to  many  of  the  soldiers  for  such  articles  aa 
they  purchased,  he  has  lost  many  of  bis  debts  by  the 
death  and  desertion  of  his  dsbtors,  and  by  ^ome  of  the 
sddiers  having  been  discharged  on  account  thsiT 
bemg  minors. 

He  ssks  of  Congress  to  pass  a  law  aathorfxtng  hfan 
to  receive  tiie  wages  iriddl  may  be  due  lh>m  the  Gov- 
ernment to  raeh  dasarteit,  deceased  and  discharged 
soldiers. 

The  committee  ore  of  opinion  that  be  is  entitled  to 
no  relief  from  GoTemmenL  If  he  has  made'  ocmtraels 
with  the  otteoia  or  aoldien^  he  mnst  look  to  Oum  to 
comply  with  the  aama ;  the  Oovnmment  oaanoi  inMc- 
fere  to  settle  sndi  acooonta.  The  comndtte^  recom- 
mend to  the  Howe  the  following  resolution  i ' 

Retohed,  That  the  prayer  oi  the  petiUoner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

BKLITARY  SERnCES. 
Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  order  of  the  day  ;  and 
the  Committee  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
further  to  provide  for  military  servicesdaringtlie 
late  war. 

Mr.  Braobdby  offered  the  folloWiog  amend- 
ment to  the  second  section  of  the  bill : 

*'  That  if  any  non>commissioned  officer,  mnsidan, 
or  printe,  of  tbe  regular  Anny,  shsll  have  died  while 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  leaving  a  widow, 
or,  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children  under  fourteen 
years  of  age,  such  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  such  child 
Or  children  ^all  be  entitled  to  receiTc  half  the  monthly 
pay  to  which,  the  deceased  was  entitied  at  the  time  of 
bis  decease,  for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years,  upon 
tlte  same  terms  and  conditiens,'and  nnder  the  same 
rules,  rsatrictiona  and  eonditiona  aoaza  provided  bjlaw 
for  the  widows  and  diildren  of  non<omniarioned  c£- 
ficMB,  musteiaas,  and  printest  of  Ae  regnhr  Amn 
who  have  bean  UBed  or  died  ot  wonnda  leeotvad  in 
battle.'' 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Bradlbt,  in 
iHI^rt  of  his  motion,  and  by  Mr.  Debba  and 
Mr.  Joanaoif  against  it,  the  ameodroeat  was  dis- 
agreed to;  and  Mr.  Jobnson  moved  to  add  tbe 
following  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill: 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  of  the  deatfi 
of  a  soldier  of  the  regular  Army,  the  vridow  rfiaH,  ia 
all  cases,  be  considered  as  one  of  the  heirs,  with  the 
child  or  cbidren  of  said  regular  soldier ;  and  in  all  sneh 
caaes,  the  said  widow  diall  have  fao^  election  to  tako 
for  henelfand  child  or  children  the  five  years' half  pay, 
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in  liea  of  the  land  bouotj  aad  the  threo  oMoths'  pay 
now  allowed  by  law  to  the  heirs  and  repieaentatiTea  of 
■aid  decedent. 

Before  this  ptoposttion  was  decided  on,  a  mo- 
tion was  made,  and  earried,  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

CANADIAN  REFUGEES. 

The  Commitlee  proceeded  to  tbeconsideratioD  of 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  cerlain  Canadian  refugees 
who  entered  the  American  serriee  daring  the 
bte  war.  A  motion  was  made  hj  Mr.  Webbtbb, 
when  th«  bill  was  last  aader  consideration,  to 
strike  oat  the  first  seetioa,  being  the  first  qaeetion 
for  decision. 

On  this  motioD  a  very  animated,  and,  from  the 
argument  introduced,  a  Terr  iateresting  debate 
took  place.  The  bill  was  advocated  with  much 
zeal  by  Messrs.  Cothbebt,  and  Robebtbon  ;  and 
at  warmly  opposed  by  Mr.  Hdlbebt. 
The  foUowins;  is  the  substance  of  the  remarks 

made  hj  Mr.  Hdlbebt,  at  different  times,  on 

this  bill,  while  it  was  before  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole. 

Mr.  HuLBBBT  said :  I  can  serer  consent,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  give  my  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill 
whleb  it  now  ander  eonsideraiion.  My  cool  and 
deliberate  judgment,  and  all  the  feelings  of  my 
heart,  are  utterly  opposed  to  it. 

Without  meaning  to  qoestion,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  the  purity  m  intention  of  any  geotleman 
who  has  bad  an  agency  in  reporting  this  bill,  or 
has  in  any  way  given  it  his  support,  I  must  say, 
that  I  think  it  u  founded  on  principles  which  are 
wholly  incuDsisteot  with  the  doctrines  of  moral- 
ity, and  the  dictates  of  justice  and  sound  policy. 

Sir,  what  does  this  bill  propose ;  what  are  its 
objects?  Let  me  examioe,  in  the  first  place,  iu 
most  ezceptionable  and  odiou^i  prorision — I  mean 
that  which  relates  to  those  inhabitaDts  of  Can- 
ada, who,  in  the  late  war,  owing  allegiance  to 
Qreat  Britain,  deserted  to  your  standard,  and 
fonght  against  their  own  Oorernment. 

If  you  adopt  this  part  of  the  bill,  you  sanction 
one  of  the  foulest  aod  most  detestable  crimes  that 
can  be  perpetrated  by  a  human  being;  a  crime 
that  strikes  deep  at  the  foundation  of  all  Qovern- 
raents,  and  of  civilized  society— you  sanction 
treason.  Nay,  you  go  a  frigbtftil  distance  beyond 
this;  you  embrace  the  traitor,  and  give  him  a  rich 
reward  for  his  crime. 

Sir^  a  nation  is  styled  a  moral  person  ;  and  I 
do  think  that  we,  as  the  Represeatatives  of  this 
nation,  ought  never  to  adopt  any  measure  which, 
in  our  private  capacity,  we  would  not  cordially 
approve.  Surely  we  are  not  sent  here  to  legis- 
late against  the  dictates  of  our  own  consciences, 
and  the  best  feelings  of  our  hearts.  Let  mea«k, 
then,  is  there  a  single  persoa  in  this  honorable 
eommittee  who  would,  upon  any  consideration 
whatsoever,  in  private  life,  encourage  and  reward 
a  villain  for  the  commission  of  a  base  aod  infa- 
mous erime?  No,  sir.  Then  let  us  Instantly  con- 
demn and  reject  the  proposition  before  ui^  In 
principle  it  U  perverse,  in  example  it  woald  be 
mfetons. 


What  is  it  that  makes  ui  admire  those  instaness 
of  conduct  recorded  in  history,  where  the  prof- 
fered assistance  of  treacherons  men  has  been  in- 
dignantly refused  7  Let  me  take  a  single  and 
^liliar  instance.  What  is  it  that  makes  as  ad- 
mire the  eondnet  of  the  Romans,  in  spuming  the 
proposition  of  the  physician  of  PyrAas,  who 
offered  to  poison  his  maMer,  and  thereby  free  the 
Romans  from  a  most  powerful  and  dreaded  en^ 
my  1  It  is  that  noble  and  exalted  pcioeipte  in  oar 
nature  which  inspires  us,  nay,  which  consttaias 
us,  to  love  great  and  generous  actions  wherever 
we  find  them.  It  is  that  self-same  principle  which 
ought,  at  this  moment,  irresistiUy  to  impel  as  to 
stamp  with  abhorrence  the  bill  now  before  the 
Committee. 

It  is  one  of  the  noblest  traits  in  the  character 
of  Lord  Thurlow,  that,  when  he  was  Chancellor 
of  Bugland,  he  refused  to  dishonor  the  great  seat 
of  that  nation  by  placing  it  to  the  grant  of  a  pen- 
sion to  the  iafamou!)  Arnold.  And  shall  the  seat 
of  this  ealighteoed  and  virtuous  Republic  be 
stamped  upon  this  foul  iniquity,  this  palpable 
treason?  Shall  traitors  carry  with  them  this 
high  testimony  of  yourapprotiation?  Sir,  while 
you  extend  your  bounty  to  these  Ciithless  foreign- 
ers, you  corrupt  the  hearu  of  your  own  people. 
You  teach  them  that  fidelity  is  no  virtue,  and 
that  treason  is  no  crime.  What  must  they  think 
of  the  political  morality  of  that  Oorernment, 
which,  in  one  law,  denounces  against  its  own 
citizens  the  awful  puaishment  of  death,  for  de- 
sertion, and  in  another  law,  in  force  at  the  same 
time,  gives  a  high  reward  to  the  sabjecu  of  a 
foreign  nation  for  having  been  guilty  ot  the  same 
crime  1  It  does  appear  to  me  tkat  such  proceed- 
ings have  a  manifest  tendency  to  confound  all 
notions  of  right  and  wrong,  and  to  annihilate  the 
very  distinctions  between  vice  and  virtue. 

Gentlemen  say  they  can  find  precedents  ia  the 
history  of  our  own  Goverameat,  to  justify  this 
measure.  Sir,  precedents  avail  nothing  afainai 
principle ;  they  can  never  justify  anything  radi- 
cally wrong.  If  it  can  be  shoivn  that  yun  hara 
heretofore  done  anything  like  that  whien  ia  now 
proposed,  I  pray  you  to  repent  of  the  sin  you  hare 
done,  and  sin  no  more. 
The  honorable  gentlentan  from  New  Yorit, 
Mr.  Tbboop,)  has  compared  the  ease  of  these 
eserters  to  the  glorious  cause  of  the  Anaericaa 
Revolution.  Need  I  vindicate  your  country 
against  this  unmerited  charge?  Shall  I  offer  to 
show  that  the  illustrious  founders  of  your  liber- 
ties were  not  deserters,  were  not  traitors?  No,  I 
will  not  thus  degrade  them;  I  will  leave  their 
vindication  to  your  own  heart,  to  the  hearts  of 
the  American  people,  and  to  impartial  history. 

Sir,  the  honorable  Speaker,  (Mr.  Ciu.r,)  in  the 
fervor  of  his  attachment  to  this  bill,  has  pro< 
nonneed  a  high  eulogiam  on  the  character  anf 
eonducl  of  the  late  Colonel  Wilcox,  commander 
of  the  corps  of  Canadian  votanteers.  He  has 
praised  in  the  highest  strains  of  admiration  the 
imputed  virtues  of  this  man,  and  has  ranked  hin 
among  the  most  exalted  patriots  of  the  earth.  He 
has  even  eenauredj  with  no  little  severitr,  the  op- 
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posm  of  thii  bill,  who  hare  dared  in  debate  to 
name  this  deceased  patriot— ^red  to  diatatb  the 
aihe*  of  the  dead.  Sir,  let  me  remind  the  faooor- 
able  Speaker,  that  Wilcox  was  first  named  by  the 
frieodt  of  this  bill,  and  that  his  alleged  patriotism 
and  derotedness  to  this  country  were  stated  in 
glowiog  terms,  to  influence  the  decision  of  this 
qnestion.  Could  I  believe  that  the  history  of  this 

fiersoD  is  correctly  understood,  I  vould  dwell  no 
anger  on  the  subject,  for  I  war  not  with  the  dead. 
But  I  am  confident  that  erroneous  impressions 
hiTe  been  made.  I  hare  reason  to  suspect  that 
many  members  of  this  Committee  do  at  this  mo* 
meat  belieTe  that  he  was  a  native  citizen  of  this 
country,  and  that  he  returned  to  the  United  States 
to  fight  the  battles  of  the  land  that  gave  him  birth. 
It  is  my  dntr  to  put  this  mailer  ruriiL 

Colonel  Wile<awaB  a  natire  orlreland— none 
the  worse  for  that— I  lore  an  honest  fdll-hearted 
IrishDUn.  Having  become  discontented  at  home, 
he  abandoned  the  land  of  his  natiTtty.  and,  re- 
moviaff  into  Upper  Canada,  establishea  bis  resi- 
dence in  Newark,  where  he  became  the  editor  of 
a  newspaper,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Parliament  of  that  province.  He  was  resident  in 
Newark  when  the  late  war  aeainst  Great  Britain 
was  declared.  Did  he  then  ny  to  your  country, 
and  espouse  your  cause?  No.  he  took  unarms 
against  you.  He  fought  for  nis  King.  He  was 
a  leader  of  Canadian  militia  at  the  battles  of 
Q,oeenstown  and  Fort  George.  His  allegiance  to 
his  royal  master  held  out  until  Fort  George  and 
Newark  were  subdued  by  your  arms.  Then, 
when  the  cause  of  your  enemy  was  coosidered 
desperate,  when  it  was  confidently  expected  that 
all  Canaoa  would  soon  be  io  your  possession,  he 
deserted  his  friends,  and  joined  your  standard, 
bis  sword  yet  reeking  with  the  blood  of  your  cit- 
izens. Such  was  the  man  on  whom  this  warm 
coltviam  has  been  pronounced,  and  of  whom  the 
honorable  Speaker  was  pleased  to  say,  "  if  Wit- 
cox  was  guilty  of  treason,  then  was  yonr  Wash- 
ington a  traitor."  Surdy  the  history  of  this  per* 
son  was  not  rightly  understood.  Sir,  I  admire 
the  ingenuity  of  the  honorable  Speaker— I  admire 
the  warmth  of  his  heart— bat  I  regret  that  his 
turent  of  feeling,  his  tempest  of  tbooffht,  should 
have  been  poured  out  in  praise  of  such  a  person, 
and  in  support  of  such  claims. 

But  the  ^ea  of  retaliation  is  urged  in  favor  of 
this  bill,  it  is  said  that,  daring  the  late  war, 
Cheat  Britain  attempted  to  seduce  your  citizens 
from  their  aUq;ianee  to  yonr  Qovemment.  Sir, 
this  is  a  dangerous  plea,  and  may  lead  to  most 
dinstrotts  consequences.  It  ought  to  be  kept  con- 
stantly in  mind,  that  there  is  a  wide  dinereuce 
between  what  «n  enemy  may  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand of  you,  and  what  yonr  own  conscience  and 
the  laws  of  morality  may  require.  If  an  enemy 
has  been  guilty  of  wanton  cruelty  toward  you— 
if  he  has  practised  seductive  arts  upon  your  citi- 
zens, or  has  in  any  way  violated  any  of  those 
rights  which  he  otight  to  hold  sacred,  surely  he 
cannot  complain  if  bis  own  weapons  be  turned 
against  him.  But  are  you  justified,  beeaase  the 
gnilt  of  you  enemy  wiU  not  allow  htm  to  re- 
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nroaeh  you?  Sir,  thu  doctrine  of  retaliation  has 
heretofore  proved  not  a  little  unfortunate  for  you. 
It  was  the  plea  which  our  late  enemy  used  as  an 
excuse  for  the  most  uofeeltDg  and  barbarous  con- 
duct. Had  it  not  been  for  this  abominable  doc- 
trine, the  people  of  Lewiston  and  Bufialo  might 
still  nave  been  enjoying,  in  their  own  houses,  the 
comforts  and  blessings  of  domestic  life.  And  had 
it  not  been  for  this  wicked  doctriae,  your  once 

Eroud  and  magnificent  Capitol  might  still  have 
een  atandtog,  the  pride  and  ornament  of  your 
country.  Let  no  one  suspect  me  of  wishing  to 
offer  the  slightest  apology  for  the  enemy,  for  des- 
olating the  viilajges  I  have  named,  or  for  burning 
the  public  buildings  of  this  city.  No,  they  were 
vandal  deeds,  and  my  soul  detests  them.  But  still 
more  do  I  detest  the  odious  princifde  of  this  bill. 
He  who  destroys  palaces,  and  demolishes  eitle&, 
does  an  infinitely  less  injury  to  the  cause  of 
humanity,  tban  he  who  poisons  the  fountain  of 
morality,  and  cormpts  the  human  heart. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  it  for  a  moment  be 
grantei  that  we  have  an  unquestionable  right  to 
adopt  this  measure,  and  that  there  is  no  objection 
to  it  in  point  of  principle.  Still  we  are  bound 
to  inquire,  whether  it  would  be  politic.  I  con- 
tend that  it  would  be  directly  the  reverse.  Pass 
this  bill,  sir,  and  it  may  hereafter  bring  wretch- 
edness upon  many  of  toe  people  of  this  country. 
The  tears  of  thousands  may  now  in  consequence 
of  the  rash  and  impolitic  act.  Should  we  again 
betinvolved  in  war  with  Great  Briiaiu,  do  you 
believe  that  the  enemy  would  forget,  or  would 
patiently  bear  this  insult  7  No,  it  would  kindle 
m  his  mind  an  unquenchable  flame  of  resent- 
ment. It  would  provoke  him  to  the  most  det- 
peraie  acts  of  retaliation.  Do  you  not  shndder 
at  the  thought  that  he  might  excite  Ethiopia  to 
stretch  forth  a  desolating  band  overcome  parte 
of  your  territory  1  Even  in  that  case,  you  could 
not  complain.  No,  this  bill  would  stare  yon  in 
the  face,  and  your  mouth  would  be  hermetically 
sealed.  You  seduced,  and  armed  against  your 
enemy,  his  own  subjects ;  he,  in  return  excites 
your  slaves  to  treason  and  rebellion.  Sir,  I  n$ed 
not  enumerate  the  calamities  that  would  be  con- 
sequent  a^n  such  a  system  of  retaliation.  Your 
own  imagination  already  calls  them  up  in  dread- 
ful array  oefore  you. 

Bnt  we  are  reminded,  that  there  is  another 
description  of  persons,  whose  claims  are  inclnded 
in  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  It  is  stated,  that  tbest 
men  were  native  citizens  of  tiia  United  States ; 
that,  with  a  view  to  improve  their  condition,  they 
removed  to  Canada  before  the  late  war,  when 
they  became  owners  of  real  esuie ;  that,  at  tno 
commencement  of  hostilities,  they  were  compell- 
ed either  to  join  the  standard  of  that  Govonment, 
or  to  fly  from  the  territory  of  yoar  enemy,  and 
abandon  ihefr  estates  to  confiscation ;  that  they 
^ferred  the  latter  course,  returned  to  this  coun- 
try, and  joined  your  armies,  in  consequence  of 
which  their  property  was  confiscated.  And  they 
now  ask  of  yuu  indemnification  for  the  losses 
they  have  thus  sustained. 
Sir,  admit  all  these  iaets,  and  yet  what  elahos 
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have  these  refosees  on  your  geoerosity,  or  your 
justice,  beyond  tnose  of  thousaada  who  coald  be 
named?  Wliy  are  they  to  be  preferred  to  those 
good  citizens,  who  have  comtantl y  remaiped  with- 
in your  territory,  been  underiatingly  faithful  to 
your  GoTcrnraeDt,  and  suffered,  in  consequence  of 
the  war,  ttie  severest  losses  ?  It  is  aoswered,  thai 
these  refugees  have  rendered  you  pecaliar  and 
extraordinary  services.  la  attempting  to  show 
this  fact,  the  honorable  geDllenMn<-from  New 
York  (Mr.  Tboop)  has  made  astaiemeni,  which, 
XDiteaa  of  ineliniiig  me  to  support  ibis  bill,  ex- 
eite*  my  indignation  against  it.  He  tdls  you 
that  these  reiugees,  having  lived  in  Canada,  be- 
came intioMtely  ac^uaialed  with  the  country, 
and  afterwards  served  as  guides  to  conduct  your 
armies  and  your  scouting  parties  into  different 
pans  of  the  Urritory  of  your  enemy.  Ves,  they 
did  know  the  country  ;  and  how  came  they  lo 
know  it?  The  generous  proclamation  of  the 
Canadian  Government  bad  led  them  there.  They 
had  received  lands  of  the  Crown,  almost  fritbout 

£ice.  They  had  formally  declared  themselves 
itish  subjects,  aiul  bad  taken  an  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  King.  They  remained  under  the 
m-otection  of  their  adt^tea  royal  mfsWr,  until 
his  caoiie  in  Canada  appeared  hopelesB.  Then, 
foigBttiu  his  bounty,  spurning  the  declaration 
they  had  nude,  and  the  oath  ihey  had  taken,  they 
fled  to  yonr  country,  and  soon  aH>e9»d  leading 
yoni  armies,  and  pointing  their  Myoneli  against 
their  late  neighbors  and  triends.  Sir,  eTerjrgood 
Icdiog  of  my  beart  rebels  againit  a  olum  fonaded 
OB  such  conduct. 

Bbt  it  is  asserted  that  the  iaith  of  the  Govern- 
ment is.pledged  to  make  good  these  losses;  that 
your  commanders  on  the  Canadian  frontier  made 
the  pledge,  and  ibat  you  are  bound  to  redeem  it. 
And  to  put  this  matter  beyond  a  doubt,  the  cele- 
brated proclamation  of  Qeneral  Hull  is  intro- 
duced. Sir,  history  speaks  of  a  famous  Grecian, 
who  never  laughed  but  once,  and  that  was  when 
he  saw  an  ass  mumbling  a  thiatle.  But  sure  I 
am  that  grave  gentleman  would  have  laughed  at 
least  oDce  more,  could  he  have  re«d  tbis  procla- 
maiioD,  EDd  seen  ii  offieied  as  high  authority  in 
|h,B  Grand  Councils  of  ihis  nation.  Do  pot  geo- 
^xnen  know  (hat  the  Qovernment  have  eon- 
sUntly  disowned  ibis  proclamatioo,  and  denied 
lllnl  they  ever  gave  any  authority  or  countenance 
to  it?  Have  [hey  aoi  cuodemned  to  death  its 
aiilhor?  Am]  liutrs  nii^tnow  live  4t  the  mercy 
of  the  Prei-KieLiL'f  Bji  1  care  not  wiiether  this 
lutlicruLi^  tlii  u  a>  :Liiihi>rized  or  not.  It  does  not 
^DULaiu  a  single  word  wLicb  favors  the  claims  of 
these  refugees.  Let  us  louk  at  that  part,  on  which 
icliauceliasbecu  piace<1.  Itistbis:  "Inthename 
of  my  c^iuiiiry,  a.ad  by  authority  of  my  GU}vere- 
meai,  I  pr^iinse  you  pruKction  to  your  persons, 
propeiUes,  and  rigtits."  This  proolamation  was 
addre&sed  "  to  the  peaceful  ana  unoffending  ie- 
habiiams  of  Cauda  i"  ijiey  were  assured  that 
^  Gteneral  ba4  "a  force  whieh  would  look 
JjMn;«U  apposition,**  and  were  totd  thfit  they 
"imlHlw  treated  as  enemies,  and  should  suffer 
aU  the  calamities  of  war,  if  they  look  purt  with 
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their  Government.''  It  is  perfectly  manifest,  that 
the  object  of  this  address  was  to  prevent  the  peo- 
ple of  Canada  from  joining  ibe  British  standard  ; 
and  it  impliedly  cooaemns  ibe  course  which  these 
refugees  pursued.  For  they  were  cautioned  to 
remain  peacefol,  and  were  promised  protection 
if  they  did  so ;  but  they  were  not  invited  to  join 
your  armies,  or  to  give  any  aid  or  assistance  to 
your  enuse.  Sir,  General  Hull  promised  no  more 
to  the  Canadians,  than  all  great  generals  engage 
on  entering  the  territories  of  their  ennny.  Bo- 
naparte, when  he  entered  Russia,  promued  the 
peode  protection  to  tfieir  persons  and  property, 
if  tney  would  remain  quiet,  and  take  do  part  in 
the  contest;  and  the  allied  generals  made  a  like 
engagement  to  the  people  of  Francfc  when  they 
lately  marched  into  that  kingdom. 

When  it  was  stated  that  your  commanders  on 
the  Canadian  line  had  eneoiiraeed  these  elaim- 
ants  to  desert,  what  said  my  honorable  friend, 
( Mr.  ConhbbO  wbohad  acted  as  the  aid  of  General 
Dearborn?  With  the  pride  of  a  soldier,  and  the 
feelings  of  a  high-minded  man,  he  denied  the  as- 
sertion, and  repelled  the  charge.  He  declsred 
that  such  conduct  would  have  been  abhorrept 
to  the  mind  of  General  Dearborn,  and  the  offi- 
cers under  his  command ;  that  they  disdained 
to  practise  anything  but  open  >nu  honorable 
warfare."   Where,  then,  is  the  proof  th^  Qorm- 

*  The  remarks  of  Mr.  Hotbert,  of  MMsachoiett^  on 
the  Canadian  Tolunteei  bill,  have  been  publiihsdin 
the  Federal  Republican.  From  this  statement  it  nught 
bo  inferred,  as  indi^ontion  prevented  Mr.  C«mar 
from  giving  his  vote  on  that  qnestioBi  that  he  W«a 
posed  to  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  oc  the  centran.  It 
would  have  received  his  cbeerfbl  support.  The  noa- 
onble  Mr.  Tfaroop,  of  New  York,  had  referred  to  Col- 
onel PrMton'a  proclamation  at  Fort  Erie,  as  autlioritr 
that  Major  Gonend  Dearborn,  then  commanding  on 
the  Niagara  frontier,  had  inTit«d  the  inhabttanta  of 
Canada  to  join  the  American  rtandardi  oc  at  least  to 
leave  tfie  eonntty. 

Mr.  Conner  ez|4ained.  He  said,  that  at  the  ttme 
allndad  to  praclamationB  had  become  a  byewanl 
diroagk  tiw  nation ;  they  bad  beoome  ridicBloita.  It 
«a>  the  inlmtion  of  General  Dearborn  to  efieet  what 
be  attempted  bj  the  aword,  and  not  by  the  pen;  and 
hsd  not  a  moat  severe  iOnesa  entirely  prevented  lus 
pagrsonal  attention  to  the  contsems  of  ue  army,  at  a 
tiine  when  it  was  most  re^oiredt  or  had  not  a  mere 
aceideat,  which  could  not  be  ao  well  expreeasd  in  any 
other  terms,  than  "  a  strange  fatali^ /'  pievented  the 
enem;r'*  destruction  at  Btnij  Creek  i  mm  a  minnle 
acqaaintance  with  every  paiticnlar  of  the  transTtinD» 
be  knew  that  General  Chandler's  airangementa  at  that 
point  were  judicious — his  troopa  formed  Str  battle  at 
the  time  of  attack,  and  his  conduct  gallant ;  as  evi- 
dence of  it,  the  enemy  were  completely  routed,  after 
having  anstained  three  times  the  American  loaa ; — bad 
not  these  unfortunate  circnmatancaa  intervened,  he 
had  no  donbt  diat  TTpper  Canada  would  have  bean 
conquered  that  campaign.  Mr.  C.  sai^  that  at  dM 
tune  Gvieral  Dearborn  took  posseesien  of  Foit  George^ 
Calsnd  Piestmi  had  just  amved  with  bis  cMomand  at 
Fort  Erie.  The  enemr  at  diet  post,  haWng  maAed 
fail  ntnat  under  a  cannonade,  itaadoBad  and  deaoi- 
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ment  h  under  any  paiUealir  eogagement  to  these 
refogees?  None  nu  been  prodaced,  and  oone 
exist!.  Wbf,  ibeo,  are  they  to  be  preferred  to 
thousands  of  good  honest  people,  wbo  are  daily 
SDppUcaiing  as  in  vain  for  assislaoce? 

Dt^  while  you  are  coosideriag  these  claims,  do 
Tou  forget  Ihe  people  of  Lewistoa  and  Baffalo? 
Have  you  forgotten  that  yon  brought  upon  them 
an  enemy,  who  in  the  spirit  of  revenge  reduced 
their  Tillages  to  ashes?  Faithful  to  your  cause, 
raanf  of  these  brave  sod  patriotic  citizens  were 
figbtiog  the  battles  of  your  country,  while  their 
faooses  were  in  flames,aDd  their  wives  and  children, 
driven  from  their  homes,  were  shivering  io  the 
alonus  of  winter.  Have  you  extended  relief  to 
these  mod  people?  No,  they  have  pleaded  in 
niD.  xoo  nave  left  them  to  moisten  with  their 
tears  the  ashes  of  their  dweltiags.  Tou  have 
told  them  that  you  pitied  them,  bat  that  justice 
did  not  require,  and  that  policy  forbad,  that  you 
shoald  give  ihem  assistance.  In  like  manner  have 
yon  treated  the  inhabitants  of  Havre  de  Grace, 
and  of  other  places  desolated  by  the  eoemy. 
Sir,  yoa  have  allowed  nothing  to  the  owners  of 
cannon  foundries,  mills,  and  ropewalks,  which 
were  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  biecause  such  e«* 
tablishments  were  peculiarly  calculated  to  assist 
you  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Let  me  re- 
mind yon  of  the  case  of  Jabez  Hull,  who  lately 
eame  from  Sackett's  Harbor  to  this  city,  and  at* 
tended  here  for  weeks,  asking  for  what  he  coa> 
sidered  his  jost  and  honest  ones.  Among  other 
iojnries  which  be  snstained  in  the  late  war,  his 
dwcIUng-boose  was  wantonly  demolished  by  yoar 
own  sotdien,  and  a  part  of  the  briete  emvetted 
into  ovens  for  Ui«ase  of  the  camp.  YettheCom- 

iihed  twwoiks.  Cdlenal  Pmtmi  took.  poHsuionof 
tihem,  Kod  prabtbly  firom  the  eamatt  aolieitatioiM  of 

.  ibis  fahabitanti  of  Boffido,  wbo  knew  the  withes  and 
liMliags  of  the  inhaUtaDts  of  Canada,  oertainly  not 
with  the  luumtedge  or  by  the  aalhori^  ef  Oeaml 
SeariMn,  he  was  hidnosd  to  pnblidi  the  wodamation 
alhided  to.  Mr.  C.  said,  that  Colmiel  fteston  was 
nndotlbtedlv  actaated  by  the  purest  and  most  honorable 
motives,  fle  knew  that  gentleman  persoDally:  there 
was  not  a  more  gallant  and  amiable  officer  in  the  army ; 
one  more  loved  and  re^wcted.  No  one  TSgietted  more 
than  binuelf  the  severe  wonnd,  which  woold  in  a  great 
meaanie  deprive  Ihe  country  of  bis  nseftolness.  Bat  it 
was  his  da^  to  state,  Uiat  the  pioehunation  was  not 
aathorissd  or  sanctioned  by  the  Commanding  GteneraL 
Mr.  O.  said,  he  should  vote  for  the  passage  of  thst  bilL 
He  bdeved  dwt  witti  one  or  two  exceptions,  tiie  pe> 
liliaaen  were  natives  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
«o«ed  into  Canada,  and  wbo  widied  to  remain  nea> 
tral  dnriog  the  contest.  Bat,  he  said,  a  oensorqition 
was  pot  in  force  in  that  pe^iaalaof  the  meet  arbitrary 
nattua  ;  tad  a  aoBHSOO^Kanoe  with  wluch  was  iidlewed 
1^  the  moat  sangninary  coaseqnanoes;  the  petitienen 
were  driven  to  die  nsesssity  of  ponging  tbdr  bayo- 
nets in  the  bosons  of  thrar  native  eeontiymeD  or  join 
the  American  caose,  and,  under  these  dreumstanoes, 
he  hoped  there  never  woold  be  an  American  who 
would  not  adopt  the  same  alternative.  He  hoped  that 
Congress  would  make  an  sde^nate  compensation  for 
die  severe  losses  they  bad  soitained,  which  was  called 
in  by  every  |>ineiple  of  justice  and  liberality. 


mittee  of  Claims  reported  against  his  petition,  On 
the  ground  that  the  Government  was  not  bound 
to  afford  indemnification  for  such  losses ;  and  the 
honorable  chairman  of  that  committee  (Mr.  Yam- 
cbt)  maiotatoed  the  report  by  such  irresistible  ar- 
guments, that  it  was  adopted  by  a  large  majority  of 
the  House,  and  the  applicant  returned  to  his 
family,  disappointed  and  distressed.  Sir,  let  us 
not  forget  a  decision  which  has  this  day  been 
made.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  LetHeiana 
(Mr.  Robebtson)  moved  an  amendment  to  this 
same  bill,  providing  relief  for  all  your  citizens, 
who  during  the  late  war,  without  any  fault  of 
their  own,  lost  property  by  the  ravages  of  the 
enemy.  Did  you  adojpt  this  amendment  ?  No, 
you  instantly  rejected  it.  I  beseech  too,  then,  to 
reject  this  bilL  Let  it  not  be  said  that  these  traitors, 
these  refugees,  are  faring  snmptaoosly  at  the  na- 
tional table,  while  your  own  citizens,  who  have 
conjstantly  adhered  to  your  GtoTernment,  are  left, 
like  do^s.  to  piek  op  the  crambs  that  fall  ftom  Ae 
same  table. 

Sir,  I  do  hope  for  the  hooter  of  the  nation  that 
this  bill  will  not  be  passed  into  a  law.  I  shootd 
consider  it  a  foul  stain,  an  indelible  blot,  on  (he 
annals  of  American  legislation. 

Mr.  Gbosvbnor  denied  the  right  of  these 
tnen  to  compensation  in  any  other  oharacier  btii 
as  soldiers.  He  would  not  ask  whether  they  Wtire 
traitors  or  not ;  it  was  as  soldiers  they  fought, 
and  as  soldiers  ought  to  be  rewarded ;  so  ought 
our  own  citizens  who  fought  also.  As,  however, 
they  demanded  more  than  as  soldiers  they  coald 
be  entitled  to.  and  grounded  that  demand  Oh  their 
particular  merits,  it  became  proper  to  iaqatre 
into  the  prioeiples  upon  which  they  stood  for- 
ward and  made  that  cUim ;  and  those  priniiiptes 
when  examined  would  be  found  sucn  as  our 
nature  was  abhorrent  of.  Mr.  G.  then  took  a 
view  of  the  case,  not  only  in  its  political,  but  Its 
moral  aspect,  in  both  of  which  the  measure  and 
the  grounds  taken  for  its  defence  were,  he  cdn- 
tended,  entirely  indefensible.  How  came  it,  he 
asked,  that  no  proposition  was  made  for  compen- 
sation to  our  citizens  whose  property  was  ntv- 
aged,  and  who  never  lef^  their  countvy  to  be- 
come the  subjects  of  a  monarchy?  He  con- 
trasted this  intended  benefaction ;  first,  with  the 
conduct  of  our  Government  to  our  native  mer- 
chants who  happened  to  be  in  England  in  pur- 
suit of  their  business  when  the  war  broke  ont, 
and  in  hastening  back  again  to  their  country, 
were  pillaged  by  privateers  let  loose  upon  them 
by  Government;  and,  secondly,  with  the  total 
disre^rd  exhibited  by  the  Administration  to  the 
suffenags  of  the  people  of  ^hvrede  Grace.  He 
animadverted  apon  the  siDgalarity  of  the  tAct, 
that  a  claim  should  be  now  set  np  and  sustained 
upon  the  invitation  held  out  by  General  Hull,  in 
his  proclamation  to  the  people  of  Upper  Canada, 
though  that  proclamation  was  formally  disa- 
vowed by  our  Ministers  at  Ghent ;  and  he  put 
the  question,  why,  if  they  rewarded  those  men 
as  deserters,  tbey  did  not  reward  all  the  other 
deserters  that  came  over  also  ? 

Mr.  Clat  replied  to  Mr.  Hdlbert  and  Mr. 
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Gbostenor,  as  did  Mr.  Wbiqht.  Mr.HopciN* 
SON  followed,  supportiDg  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Websteb,  who  supported  bis  motion  in  a  short 
but  forcible  speech. 

.Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  section,  the  nsnal  hour  of  ad- 
journment had  amredj  when  the  Committee 
ro«^  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
igain. 

REMAINS  OF  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  Hdoer  rose,  as  the  House  was  about  to 
adjoarn,  and  observed:  That  what  he  deemed  a 
sofemD  duty  obliged  him  to  claim  the  iodulgeoce 
of  the  House  for  a  few  moments.  He  had  been 
detained  bjr  severe  indisposition  from  attendios 
his  duties  in  thai  body  since  Saturday  Ust,  and, 
though  better,  he  should  not  have  ventured  out 
to-daf  but  for  a  pieee  of  ioformalion  which  bad 
accidentally  reached  him  that  morning.  Id 
cluciBg  his  eyes  over  the  papers  just  brought 
Dim,  he  was  struck  by  eertam  resolutions  pub* 
lisbed  in  the  AicAmona  Enquirer,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  had, 
by  an  unanimous  vote,  authorized  the  Qovernor 
of  the  State  to  apply  to  the  Honorable  Bushrod 
Washington,  to  permit  the  remains  of  her  be> 
loved  son,  the  late  General  Georqb  Wa8hino- 
TOM,  to  beVemoved  and  interred  near  the  capital 
of  Virginia.  His  heart  sunk  withio  him,  he 
confessed,  on  reading  those  resolutions,  and  re- 
calling to  mind  the  scenes  he  had  once  witnessed, 
and  in  which  he  hsd  personallv  acted  a  part  on 
the  floor  of  that  Congress,  whico  represented  the 
American  nation,  on  the  death  of  this  great  man. 
He  had  oAen  since  thought  with  astonishment, 
and  more  than  regret,  of  the  apathy  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  on  uia  subject.  But,  although  he 
remembered  with  tbe  most  poignant  grief  the 
fiulure  of  his  exertions,  and  tne  »r  more  power- 
ful exertions  of  some  of  the  best  and  greatest 
men  who  were  at  that  time  members  of  Con- 
gress, to  get  something  done  worthy  of  the  Fa- 
ther of  his  Country,  and  not  unworthy  of  the 
American  nation ;  yet  he  had  not  forgotten  that 
the  Sixth  Congress  had  gone  so  far  as  to  author- 
ize tbe  President  of  that  day  to  wri(e  in  behalf 
of  tbe  nation  to  Mrs.  Washmgton,  and  to  make 
of  her  a  like  request  in  regard  to  the  remains  of 
our  beloved  Wasbinoton.  Neither  had  he  for- 

Ktten  tbe  admirable  and  pathetic  tetter  written 
that  lady,  in  which  she  grants  their  request. 
The  remains  of  Washimoton  then  were  pledged 
to  the  whole  nation,  and  be  trusted  the  time  was 
at  length  come,  when  tbe  honors  sacredly  due  to 
them  would  be  paid,  as  they  ought  long  ago  to 
have  bten,  by  the  Representatives  of  the  whole 
American  people.  He  had  himself  been  a  mem* 
her  of  that  Congress^  and  one  of  those  who  had 
approved  of  the  application  made  to  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington. He  had,  moreover,  been  one  of  the  com- 
inutee  (the  only  one  now  hooored  with  a  seat  on 
this  floor)  to  whom  the  subject  had  beeu  re- 
wred^  when  it  had  last  been  before  Congress. 

did  not,  therefore,  he  trusted,  assume  too 
mneh  to  himself,  when  he  ventured  to  ibinl^ 
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that  it  had  in  some  degree  devolved  od  hiiD}  as  a 
sacred  and  solemn  duty,  to  call  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  this  subject  at  the  present  time,  and 
under  the  particular  circumstances  whieh  be  luid 
noticed  above.  AccordingJy,  indisposed  as  lie 
was,  he  had,  without  tbe  loss  of  asiagle  moment, 
hnrried  down  to  the  House,  and  seized  the  first 

Eossible  opportunity  to  offer  the  resolution  he 
eld  in  his  hand.  Before  he  read  it  to  the  Chair, 
be  would  be  permitted  to  add,  that  he  trusted  no 
entlemao  could  possibly  suppose  he  meant  there- 
y  to  express  any  disapprobation  In  regard  to  the 
re&olutioas  of  the  Legislature,  or  to  evince  tbe 
smallest  disrespect  to  ilie  State  of  Virginia.  He 
was  one  of  the  last  men  in  that  House  to  do  so. 
Virgioia  had  been  to  him,  in  oo  smalt  degree,  a 
second  alma  mater.  Though  be  first  drew  his 
breath  in  the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  he  bad 
passed,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  several  of 
his  early  years  in  tbe  former  State— being  exiled 
from  his  native  State,  then  in  possession  of  the 
enemy.  He  had  met  everywhere,  and  from  cboa> 
sands  in  Virginia,  hospitality,  kindness,  friend- 
ship, and  be  might  with  propriety  add,  parentai 
afflection  and  protection.  It  was  impossible  all 
this  could  ever  be  erased  from  his  heart,  and  as 
be  before  observed,  he  bad  never  ceased' to  regard 
Virginia  as  bis  second  alma  maier.  But  South 
Carolina  was  not  less  dear  to  him,  nor  could  he 
forget  her  claims  on  the  present  occasion.  She 
formed  a  portion,^nd  be  was  bold  to  say  an  hon- 
orable portion  of  the  great  American  nation.  As 
sucb,  she  had  her  full  interest  in  the  pledge  pos- 
sessed, to  tbe  mortal  remains  of  our  Father  and 
Chief.  As  a  South  Carolinian,  therefore,  and 
member  bf  the  American  family,  as  well  as  from 
the  peculiar  circumstances  connected  witb  his 
personal  situation,  being  an  immediate  Repre- 
sentative on  the  occasion  before  alluded  to,  and 
at  the  present  time  of  tbe  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, he  felt  himself  imperiously  bound  to  ofibr 
the  following  resolution  to  tbe  House : 

Beaolved,  That  a  committee  be  ^twdnted  to  exam- 
ine into  the  proceedings  of  a  former  Connesa,  on  the 
lamented  death  of  tbe  late  Gkobsb  WABHiNeTOa*, 
and  to  take  into  consideration  what  further  measorea 
it  may  be  expedient  to  adopt  at  the  present  time  in 
relation  to  that  sacred  and  interesting  subject. 

Before  tbe  resolution  was  disposed  d*,  a  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  and  earned. 


Satdbday,  February  17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cadt,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  lo  inquire  Into  the 
expediency  of  authoriziag  the  officers  who  are 
authorized  to  sell  the  pnbUc  lands,  to  aee^fimm 
tbe  soldiers  to  whom  land  warrants  have  been  or 
shall  be  granted,  for  their  services  in  tbe  late  war, 
such  land  warrants  in  part  payment  for  any  lands 
which  such  soldiers  may  purchase  for  the  purpose 
of  cultivating  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robebtson,  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  iinproving  the  roads  be- 
tween Duck  River  iu  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and 
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MadUonvilte,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  bj  the 
Cherokee  ageocy }  aod  also,  that  between  Fort 
Hawkins  in  the  State  of  Georgia  and  Fort  Stod- 
dart. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Pitkik,  explana- 
tory of  his  riews,  he  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to  : 

ileM^Mi^  That  the  Prasident  of  the  Unit«l  States 
banqnested  to  eanse  to  bo  laid  before  this  Boose,  in- 
fiwnuitiatt  relstiTe  to  the  dotiealaid  on  articles  import* 
ed  from  the  United  States  into  IheBritidi  proriueeaof 
Canada,  Nora  Scotia,  and  New  Bmnsipdek,  and  the 
duties  on  articles  exported  to  the  United  States  from 
the  said  jworinces ;  also  relative  to  duties  laid  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merehaudise,  imported  into  the  Brittsli 
West  India  idands,  or  any  of  them,  from  the  United 
States,  or  from  colonies  in  America  owned  by  other 
fiuei^  European  Powers ;  and  information  likewise 
ss  to  the  datieeon  imports  and  eiaportt,  to  which  tss* 
ids  of  tiie  United  States  are  anlijeet  hi  the  ports  of 
the  Bihidi  Esst  Aidtea. 

Mr.  PiTKiK  and  Mr.  Parsis  wcra  appointed  a 
committee  to. present  the  sahl  resotntioo  to  the 
President. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Jbwett,  the  House  proceed- 
ed lb  consider  the  resolution  submitted  bv  htm 
yesterilBy,  and  the  same  being  again  reaa,  was 
aneed  to  by  tbe  House;  and  Mr.  Jewett  and 
Mr.  Thomas  were  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
sent the  said  resolation  to  the  President. 

REMAINS  OF  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Oa  mocioa  of  Mr.  Hdobe,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  feaolution  sobmitted  by  him  yes- 
terday. 

Mr.  HuoBR  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of 
tbe  resolution;  and  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  tbe  corroipondeuce  which  took  place 
long  stDce  between  Congress  and  Washing- 
loo  J  and  the  pledge  then  giren  to  the  nation  on 
this  intmsting  subject. 

Mr.  Root,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  unwilling 
for  one  to  agree  to  the  coniideration  of  the  reso- 
lation, but  did  not  desire  to  make  any  remarks 
against  it.  He  knew,  he  said,  that  it  was  consid- 
ered political  heresy  to  oppose  anything  plumed 
with  the  name  of  WASHiHaTOM,  but  on  this  oc- 
casion ha  should  disregard  that  imputatioD.  It 
bad  oQse  beea  attempted  to  creel  a  matisolenm. 
ao  Sgypiiao  pyramid  to  him,  and  he  presumed 
sncb  was  the  object  of  the  resolution  now  offered. 
Such  an  enterprise  he  was  unwilling  to  second  ; 
not  because  the  fame  and  virtues  or  Wasbimo- 
TOM  bad  less  effect  on  his  mind  than  on  otbns, 
but  because  he  wished  to  protect  that  fame,  which 
be  rerered.  Mr.R.8aid  this  resolution  declared  the 
fame  of  Washinqton  perishable,  if  a  monument 
of  marble  be  not  erected  to  perpetuate  it.  Sir. 
his  fame  fills  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  ana 
will  survive  long  after  four  marble  has  crumbled ' 
to  dust.  Mre  perennv— his  fame  is  more  du- 
rable than  brass  or  marble.  Let  his  remains , 
•lumber  oo  their  native  plantation;  for  my  part, 
laid  Mr.  R.  t  would  rather  his  name  should  lire 
iahiatory  than  in  marble.  Erect  a  monument 
to  him,  and  it  may  at  some  future  day  be  exposed 
to  tho  insults  of  ta  eneoiy.  We  hare  had  one 


enemy  who  would  not  respect  an  edifice  erected 
to  him,  nor  could  his  name  protect  it  from  de- 
struction ;  but  they  cannot  reach  bis  fame — can 
never  touch  it.  By  this  resolution  too.  some  may 
be  deprived  of  tbe  exercise  of  their  political  de- 
votion. We  know  that  professing  devotees  who 
now  come  here,  must  makea  pilgrimage  to  Mount 
Vernon  to 'show  their  devotion.  The  expense 
likewise  said  Mr,  R.,  forms  a  serious  objection  ic 
such  a  scheme,  and  ever^  good  aod  great  man 
hereafter  will  have  a  claim  tu  a  similar  honor. 
Let  ns  sot  establish  the  precedent. 

Mr.  HuoER  said  in  reply,  that  in  one  respect 
the  gentleman  was  in  an  error ;  oo  expense  wss 
now  proposed.  He  had  endeavored  so  to  word 
the  resolution  as  to  escape  objection.  He  could 
not,  he  said,  reconcile  it  to  his  mind,  as  a  citizen 
of  this  couotry,  longer  to  nwleet  those  sacred 
remains.  Whether  that  neglect  was  right  or 
wrong,  be  had  not  said,  nor  did  he  intend  now  to 
pronounce;  but  this  be  could  with  propriety  as- 
sert, that  tbe  United  States  are  bound  to  act  on 
tbe  subject  in  some  shape  or  other,  and  the  object 
of  the  resolutioD  was  simply  to  call  on  them  to 
say  what  they  are  willing  to  do.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Congress  which  gave  to  the  nation  a 
solemn  pledge  on  this  subject,  and  he  wished  them 
now  to  decide  whether  that  ptedga  was  to  be  re- 
deemed or  relinquished.  Ha  baa  not  thought  of 
a  mausoleum,  nor  indeed  bad  he  eooiemplated 
any  particular  object  of  t^st  kind.  But,  because 
there  may  be  some  expense  attending  it,  are  Con- 
gress to  do  nothing  in  a  case  where  they  are  so 
sacredly  pledged  1  Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  we  are  called 
on  to  act  on  this  subject— a  great  State  has  most 
solemnly  called  on  us.  The  majority  may  say, 
"our  father  is  dead,  we  are  satisfied,  let  his  re- 
mains rest ;"  but  if  such  be  the  case,  let  Virginia 
at  once  have  the  honor  and  glory  of  providing  for 
them.  Unwilling  as  I  am,  that  any  Stateshould 
possess  the  venerated  remains  of  Wasbinotom; 
yet,  if  we  decline  it,  let  hb  native  State  do  them 
honor.  Nothing  has  been  said  by  me  about  a 
mausoleum  or  a  monument.  All  1  ask  is  a  deci- 
sion in  one  wajr  or  other ;  to  redeem  or  reject  tbe 
pledge  given— tn  that  I  surely  ask  notbiog  wrong. 

The  resolution  was  then  modified  and  agreM 
to  by  the  House  as  follows,  and  a  committee  of 
seven  appointed  on  the  iwrt  of  this  House: 

Eaohcd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  bo  appointed  by  the  8enate>  to 
examine  into  the  proceedings  of  a  former  Congress  on 
the  lamented  death  of  the  late  Qxoasi  Wasbiitstov, 
and  to  take  into  consideration  what  Airther  measures 
it  may  be  expedient  to  adopt  at  the  prasent  time  in 
leladott  to  that  solemn  and  mterestlog  snl^t 

Messrs.  Hugeb,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tall- 
MADGi,  Jaoksom,  Moobb,  CHAJCFioif,  and  Con- 
NEB,  were  appointed  the  committee  oa  tbe  part 
of  this  House. 

CANADIAN  TOLUNTEERS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  iatoa  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bUl  for  tbe  relief  of  the 
Caoadiao  volunteers  {  Mr.  WaeaTEB's  motion  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  (to  reject  tbe  bill)  still 
under  eonudenUion. 
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The  debate  bo  ifaiB  qaestioo  was  resamed  aod 
ooDtioaed  with  aoabated  warmth,  until  near  sun- 
MC  la  this  debate  the  bill  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Comstock,  Root,  and  Robbbtson,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Hardin,  Serobant,  and 
Qrobtbror.  Messrs.  Jbwbtt,  and  Kiito,  of  Mas- 
■aebmett^  also  spoke ;  though  hostile  to  the  bill 
in  its  present  shape,  tf  ameaded  so  as  to  include 
Amn-iean  eitizeas  ooly,  ttieir  vould  Tote  for  it. 

Mr.  CoBwrooK  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  perhaps  prudence  dictates  me 
to  be  silent  upon  this  occasion  ;  bat  really,  sir,  I 
cannot,  without  doing  violence  to  my  feeliDgs, 
snbmit  to  its  suggestions. 

After  the  ample  aod  lucid  discussion  which 
this  subject  has  receired,  I  cannot  hare  the  vanity 
to  suppose  it  in  my  power  to  present  it  in  a  more 
jnit  or  correct  point  of  view.  And  indeed,  sir, 
were  I  erer  so  competent.  I  have  too  much  re- 
spect for  this  honorable  body  to  wish  tu  detain 
than  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day.  Coming  from 
that  State  which  the  geotlemao,  upon  whose  pe- 
tition the  bill  before  as  is  predicated,  cratributed 
nMj  and  bvaTely  to  defead ;  yes,  sir,  coming 
fron  that  town  in  which  one  of  these  petitionm 
Cnmetly  had  the  haminess  to  reside  j  possessing 
a  knowfe^e  of  the  lair  and  honorable  character 
of  stwae  of  these  Oaaadian  refugees^  I  must  he 
pernitted  to  express  my  anxious  wish  that  the 
motion  under  consideration  may  be  negatived, 
and  that  the  bill  may  pass. 

Sir,  from  private  citizens,  the  former  neigh- 
bora  of  him  whose  name  appeara  first  on  the  p^i- 
tion  to  which  I  have  alluded,  as  well  as  from  in- 
telligent and  respecUble  officers  of  the  late  army ; 
from  these  unq^aestlonable  sources  of  informa- 
tion, I  have  derived  a  knowledge  of  bis  conduct 
and  character.  As  a  citizen,  he  is  represented  to 
be  gentlemanly  and  virtuous;  as  a  soldier,  honor- 
able aod  hrave.  If  1  am  not  much  mistaken,  he 
istbe  nan  who,at  the  battle  of  Queenstowngsougbt 
aad  foand  one  of  ay  wounded  townsmen,  se- 
cured him  from  savage  ferocity,  poured  into  his 
wounds  the  oil  and  the  wine,  and  did  all  that  lay 
in  his  power  to  meliorate  his  condition,  and  alle- 
viate his  sufferings. 

With  the  history  of  a  number  of  these  unfor- 
tunate men  I  am  somewhat  acquainted ;  that  his- 
tory is  highly  creditable  to  them  as  citizens  and 
as  soldiers.  One  of  your  petitioners  is  respecta- 
ble in  a  learned  profession.  I  do  not  believe,  sir, 
they  merit  the  reproaches  which  have  been  lav- 
ished upon  them  by  gentlemen  with  such  unmer- 
ciful profusion.  Mr.  Chairman,  what  is  their 
crime?  Antecedent  to  the  late  war,  when  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  amity  subsisted  between  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  and  this  coontry, 
these  men  became  adventurers  in  Canada ;  there 
thejr  jmreued  honest  private  avocations,  to  belter 
their  fortnnes,  and  to  acquire  a  livelihood .  for 
thaaudres  and  families.  Sir,  there  was  no  crime 
m  this;  it  was  perfectly  lawtdl  and  eommrada- 
ble.  We  do  not  letro  that,  at  this  time,  they 
were  guilty,  or  even  accused  of  any  incendiary 
pvoeeediaga.  On  the  contrary,  every  part  of 
their  conduct,  ftom  the  best  lUMrmation,  indi 
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cated  the  industrious  aad  peaceful  citizen.  Soon 
after  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  these 
petitioners  were  treated  by  the  adminbtration  ia 
Canada  with  suspicion  and  unhiodness.  Some 
of  them,  I  understand,  were  arrested,  restrained 
of  their  liberty,  dragged  from  their  families  and 
business,  and  confinea  to  the  precinct*  of  a  prisoa. 
Deplorable,  indeed,  mnat  have  been  tbdr  litu- 
tiou;  their  amiable  and  tender  Aimiltea  Auirived 
of  earthly  protectioDj  left  to  moorn  the  aweoee 
of  those  whose  cbeenog  society  aud  kind  office 
bad  conduced  to  supply  the  wants  and  alleviate 
the  care!)  of  life;  society  and  kind  offices  rendend 
donbly  dear  and  necessary  in  the  stormy  and  db> 
tressiog  season  of  hostility.  No  specific  ebargei, 
sir,  were  ever  adduced  to  justify  this  violent  pro- 
cedure; it  was  obviously  founded  on  a  mere  stu- 
picion  that  these  persons  were  attached  to  the 
eternal  priaeiples  of  virtuous  liberty.  After  hav- 
ing endured  this  bondage  aad  dwadatioo  f« 
some  time,  the  devoted  objects  oi  jealous  aod 
vindictive  passion,  they  were  liberated  from  coa- 
fioement.  Repeated  soliciiations  were  made  kf 
thoae  oppreased  persona  for  an  explicit  daolari* 
lion  of  the  charges  against  th«n,  which  i^re  at 
often  refused.  They  entettaiaed  the  opinion  thai 
protection  and  allegiance  are  of  reciprocal  oUi' 
gation.  The  Provincial  Government  havia{ 
practised  towards  them  a  cruel  and  outrageon 
violation  of  law  aud  justice,  induced  a  convieiioa 
that  they  no  longer  owed  it  any  allegiance.  To 
remain  in  Canada  promised  nothing  but  wretch- 
edness and  destrtiction.  Every  prospect  of  efl^oy- 
ing  happiness  and  prosperity  in  that  province 
was  annihilated.  At  this  painful  crisis,  sir,  their 
minds  were  natumlly  directed  to  their  native 
country,  whose  inhabitants  they  recollected  willt 
fraternal  afiection;  and  whose  political  tnstiti- 
tions,  founded  on  the  principles  of  reason  aad 
philosophy,  invited  their  re»pect  and  admiratioa 
A  country,  sir,  where  the  human  mind  seev 
destined  to  receive  the  greatest  development  aad 
expansion,  morality  its  utmost  refinement  aad 
where  I  believe  the  undefiled  religion  of  Jsau 
will  he  incatcated  and  embraced  with  diriae 
nower  and  eonataney.  Invited  through  the  proe- 
lamatioas  of  your  Generals,  as  welt  as  from  the 
spirit  aad  tenor  of  the  instructions  of  the  Setre- 
ury  of  War,  to  Colonel  Wiloox,  the  galtawt  isd 
lamented  leader  of  their  corps,  with  pronicesof 
protection;  they  joined  your  standard  &o«  Ae 
noblest  motives.  They  have  fought  by  yoarsid^ 
assisted  in  sustaining  your  eagles  tm  tneihoresoi 
Canada,  acquired  laurels,  but  reduced  theowelns 
and  fitmilies  to  poverty  aad  distress. 

Mr.  Chairman,  have  they  committed  an  OBpl^ 
donable  offence  7  Shall  they  find  no  asylnin  ea 
this  side  the  grave?  Why  are  they  the  sabjesn 
(tf  oUoquy?  Why  treat  them  with  ^scofi,i» 
•eornt,  and  contomelious  taunts?" 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  principles  of  virtue  are 
binding  upon  oa  at  all  umes,  and  apon  aH  o^' 
siotts.  They  are  universal  and  eternal  appi* 
cation;  in  private  and  public  situations 
bonsd  by  their  sanelione.  It  is  not  enough  w 
us  to  depkwe  in  mere  expreedoo  the  advcintr  <"  ; 
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■  friend ;  it  is  not  enoagh  for  at  to  say  to  naked  and 
hoDgrjr  brethren,  be  ye  clothed  and  fed.  No,  sirj, 
it  beooores  ns  to  erince  the  nature  and  degree  ot 
our  sympathy;  lo  demonstrate  the  sincerity  of 
oar  professiODs,  by  stretching  forth  the  band  of 
beoevolence  to  alleriaie  their  sufietings.  Let  us 
be  just,  if  not  geoerous,  upon  this  occasion;  let 
us  evidence  tbe  honest  sincerity  of  our  aitacb- 
meot  to  those  who  revere  the  imidutable  princi' 
pies  of  propriety  upon  which  our  Repuolic  is 
predicated. 

Mr.  ChairnwiQ,  tbe^  peiitiooefs  have  been 
likened  to  aseasains.  Sir,  I  deny  tbe  juetiee  of 
ilie  comparison ;  they  are  humane  and  hoooraUe 
men ;  they  hare  not  iavadcd,  the  private  sanetv- 
ary  of  the  ehizen  to  perpetrate  foal  deeds  of  ero- 
elty  and  marder.  They  hare  not  approached 
tbe  enemy  obliqueWj  bat  have  met  him  boldly 
in  front,  in  open  and  manly  warfare. 

We  are  asked  why  we  wonld  remunerate  the 
losses  of  these  petitioners,  and  refuse  equal  just- 
ice and  liberality  to  our  own  citizens.  Sir, 
these  petitioners,  in  entering  our  service,  hazarded 
m6re,aQt]  have  lost  more,  than  even  our  own  cit- 
izens. Confiscation  of  real  estate  and  the  halter 
might  have  been  their  fate.  Tbe  former  they 
have  sufi*ered ;  they  have  tost  all  iheir  property  ; 
had  tbev  been  made  prisooers,  the  latter  evil,  to 
vfaich  they  exposed  themselves  by  espousing  tbe 
cause  of  toe  States,  would  most  certainly  nave 
been  inftieted  upon  tbem.  But,  sir,  I  would  re- 
munerate our  citizens  for  all  the  losses  resulting 
from  the  conflagration  and  ravages  of  the  enemy 
during  the  late  war. 

We  weoi  to  war  for  national  wrongs  and  ladig- 
nities;  the  war  was  a  common  cause;  and  tbie 
burdens  and  privations  consequent  upon  its  pros- 
ecution, ought  10  be,  as  far  as  practicable,  mutu- 
ally borike,  as  the  advantages  of  its  Issue  are  uni- 
versally enjoyed.  Because  a  fellow-citizen  has 
the  misfortuae  to  reside  oa  tbe  frontier,  where  he 
is  exposed  to  the  first  onsat  (he  war,  and  to  the 
predatory  incursions  of  the  enemy,  I  wonld  not 
leave  him  to  nsiain  alone  the  destmetioQ  of  bis 
property.  This  is  an  evil  in  which  every  iodi- 
vidoal  of  the  nation,  in  my  apprebrasion,  ought 
tn  participate.  I  think  the  people  of  the  interior, 
whose  local  sitaattoa  comparatively  exempted 
them  from  the  dangers  end  devastations  of  the 
var^  ought  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  tbe  in- 
habitfints  of  the  borders,  with  pecuniary  assist- 
ance, by  sharing  equally  with  tbem  their  losses. 

Great  and  good  men  have  admitted  the  justice 
of  this  principle,  and  we  are  abundantly  able  to 
carry  it  iato  execution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  by  granting  these  petiiioners 
donations  of  land,  you  will  promote  the  sale  and 
eahance  the  value  of  those  hebnging  to  the  Uoi- 
(ed  States.  They  will  make  roads,  erect  bridges, 
nills,  die,,  and  form  a  society  which  nuisi  invite 
aad  eneoorage  emigration  into  the  weatarn  wilds. 
Besides,  sir,  should  our  pacific  relations  change 
ud  give  place  to  war ;  should  tbe  savage  warrior 
taiae  his  tomahawk  in  the  West,  the  men  for 
whom  this  bill  provides,  posseasing  gratkade,  at- 
laehnmt,  and  ilMky  to  the  Qovmrneni,  with 


military  talents  and  experience,  will  form  a  ose- 
ful  barrier  against  bis  sanguinary  assaults. 

When  Mr.  C.  bad  concluded,  several  motions 
were  made  for  the  Committee  (o  rise,  to  defer  the 
qnestion  to  another  dav,  but  without  success. 
^  Tbe  question  lo  strike  out  the  first  section  was 
at  length  put,  about  five  o'clock,  and  decided  in 
tbe  native;  only  twenty-five  rising  in  favor  of 
the  motion. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


HoifOAY,  February  19. 

Mr.  Waru,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchants  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
cbasetta,  stating,' thM  in  oonseqoenceof  the  oeep- 
patton  of  Castine,  in  the  district  Penolneot,  by 
the  British  forces  during  the  late  war,  tbey  entered 
their  goods  at  the  port  of  Hamden,  in  said  dis- 
trict, which  was  not  established  as  a  port  of  entry, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  said  goo^  hnre 
been  seiaed  and  libelled  by  tbe  revenue  officer*, 
and  praying  tbe  interposition  of  Congress^-^te- 
ferred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  MassachosetU!,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Josepb  Cutis,  setting  forth  that  he  paid  to 
the  collector  of  tbe  port  of  York,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  the  amount  due  by  him  on  sev- 
eral custom-bouse  bonds,  and  that  the  said  col- 
lector has  since  absconded,  and,  having  neglected 
to  eaneel  the  said  honds,  be  has  been  sued,  and 
judgment  recovered  against  bin  by  the  United 
States,  and  pnyiiqt  reuef  in  the  premiseftp-Re- 
fened  to  the  Commfiiee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  RoBBBTBOM  presented  a  petition  of  sandry 
inhabitant*  of  tbe  State  of  Louisiana,  praying  a 
confirmation  of  all  Spanish  ^nte,  warrants,  and 
orders  of  survey,  of  faads  lying  wilhia  that  part 
of  tbe  late  dtatricl  of  West  Florida  emhrMed 
within  the  State  of  Louiuaoa,  and  which  were 
issued  prior  to  tbe  lakiog  possession  of  that  coon- 
try  by  the  United  States. — Referred  to  the  Con- 
mittee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Eabton  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le«8- 
lature  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  stating  that 
in  tbe  Winter  of  1612  tbe  frontier  inhabitants,  at 
the  request  of  Qovemor  Howard,  erected  forts 
along  tbe  extensive  frontier  of  the  Territary^, Gar- 
nished the  same  with  arms  and  ammuoitton  at 
their  own  expense,  and  defended  the  sam^  and 

Braying  a  donation  of  lands  as  a  compensation.— 
leferred  to  Mr.EASTon,'Mr.McljSAN  of  Kbd- 
tueky,  Mr.  Alexaxdbb,  Mr.  Jewett,  and  Mr. 
Voss. 

Mr.  Takcbt,  from  the  Commitiee  of  Clainu, 
made  a  report  on  ihe  petition  of  Peter  Audsain, 
which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y-  reported  a  biU  Gsr 
the  relief  of  Peter  Audraia;  which  was  read  twiee, 
and  commtited  to  aCommiitee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yahcbt  also  made  a  report  on  the  bill 
fmn  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  Kdward  Berry 
and  Oeocga  Hodc*;'  which  waa  raad,  and,  toge- 
ther with  the  mi,  eommixted  to  a  Committee  ef 
the  Whole. 

Mr.PuuAiiTB,froBB  theConmitlBe  on  RbtbI 
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A&in,  to  which  has  been  referred  the  petitions 
of  sandry  persons  who  were  wounded  at  Dart- 
moor prison,  in  England,  reported  a  bill  placing 
certain  persons  on  the  list  of  nary  pensioners; 
which  was  read  twice,  aod  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pleabants  also  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
thvpaymeat  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  T.  Court- 
ney and  Samuel  Harrison,  or  their  l^al  repre- 
sentaiiTes ;  which  was  read  twic^  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  Uid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  his 
report  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolutioo  of  the 
14th  instant,  respecting  the  dnties  paid  on  the  too- 
na^  of  British  vessels  entering  tne  ports  of  the 
United  States,  with  cargoes  from  tbeBritlih  West 
Indies ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  uble. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  incor- 
porated banks  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
so  far  as  such  inquiry  may  be  consistent  with  the 
pririleges  of  their  respeciirfl  charters;  and  also 
to  inquire  into  the  number  of  unincorporated 
banking  associations  which  exist  within  the  said 
District,  and  the  rules  and  principles  of  such  asso- 
ei»tions,  and  co  aseertaio  at  near  as  may  be  the 
amoaoc  of  bills  by  them  issued,  their  aDility  to 
redeem  the  same,  and  to  make  a  report  to  this 
Hoaae. 

Mr.  Webbtbe,  Mr.  Calboun,  Mr.  Pleasants, 
Mr.  Desha,  aDo  Mr.  Yates,  were  appoiated  a 
committee  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  bare  paued  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Redman 
Coxc,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  desire 
the  cottcnrxeoee  of  ibis  Houie. 

PETITION  OF  TAYLOR  AND  McNEAL,  dec. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of 
Taylor  and  McNeal  and  others}  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.— The  report  is  as 
follows: 

Wab  Duarxkbkt,  Fa.  16,  U16. 

Sim :  In  obedience  to  ths  order  at  the  House  of 
BepreseuutiTCs  of  ths  6th  iastant,  reibainff  the  pett- 
turn  of  Taylor  sudMcNeal  and  othns  to  this  Depart- 
ment, I  have  the  honor  to  aUt« : 

That,  in  all  cases  where  losses  have  been  incurred 
by  the  application  of  priTste  property  to  poblic  pur- 
poses b*  mflitaiy  commanders,  under  circnnutances 
which.  In  tlw  <^inion  of  the  Ezecutire,  justified  the 
act,  indemn^  is  conudersd  withhi  the  bgUuttate  pow- 
ers of  the  War  Depsrtment. 

Had  the  case  of  the  petitioners  been  founded  upon 
a  proceeding  purely  militsiy,  under  the  principle  bere 
staled,  nti^ction  would  have  been  made.  It  sp- 
pens,  howsTer,  that  the  miUeation  of  private  prop- 
erty to  public  purposee,  in  this  ease,  has  been  made  by 
a  bsdy  of  citizens,  scting  as  a  committee  of  vigilance, 
wlM,  in  that  cif»afli^,woie  not  sulyect  to  the  miUtaiy 
orders  of  the  Commanding  General. 

The  claim  for  redress  is  not  wsakened  by  tiiis  dr- 
"^****»a«s ;  bat  the  petitioners  must  obtain  that  n. 


dress  from  ths  Legislatore,  wfaich  is  oampetent  to 

afford  it. 

Under  an  set  of  Congress  bearing  date  the  16th  of 
July.  1813,  the  sum  of  $350,000  was  appropriated  fcr 
the  purpose  of  hiring  or  purdiasing  hoiks  ts  be  sunk 
in  aach  ports  or  hsibor  as  should  be  menaced  Iqr  the 
enemy.  This  appropriation  was  considered  as  fonib 
ing  a  part  of  that  for  fortifications,  and  has  been  sp- 
plied  partly  to,  its  legitimate  oinect,  and  the  remain^N, 
together  with  other  sums  under  that  head  of  appro- 
priation, has  been  transferred  to  the  head  of  •uosiK- 
ence,  and  exhausted  upon  that  object. 

A  liberal  construction  of  this  act,  did  the  fond  yit 
exist,  might  emlmee  the  case  of  the  petitioners-  Aa 
appropriation  for  this  object  is,  therefore,  indiipai- 
sable,  if  rdief  is  iitt«ided  to  bs  given. 

I  have  the  hotwr  to  be  your  most  obedient  and  v«iy 
humble  •errant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

'  Hon.  Hbsbx  Clat, 

j^Mufcer  of  the  Houte  qf  JigM. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commii- 
tee  of  Elections,  made  a  report  on  the  peiiti'on  of 
Robert  Porterfield,  eoniesiing  the  seatof  WUIian 

McCoy,  one  of  the  members  of  this  House  fcr 
the  State  of  Virginia}  which  was  referred  toi 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next- 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

Thst,  at  the  Isst-eleetion  in  Virginia,  ths  petitioiw 
and  Ktting  member  were  opposing  candidbtea  io  the 
Congresaiooal  district  composed  of  the  conntiea  of  Ao- 
gosta,  Rockingham,  Pendleton,  and  Bath.  The  whole 
number  of  votes  given  in  the  district  were  3,378,  itf 
wbicb  1,S13  were  returned  for  the  sitting  mtaaiet, 
and  1,166  for  the  petitioner.  One  of  the  votes  given 
for  the  ntting  member  vras,  by  mistake,  set  down  sad 
retunied  for  the  petitioner ;  inA  three  votes  t^bni  to 
be  givsn  for  the  sitting  member  were  improperly  t^ 
jected  by  the  sheriff,  and  have  been  added  to  his  peH 
by  the  committee.  From  these  focts,  it  sppesrs  out 
the  sitting  member's  majority  amonnts  to  fifty-thrw 
votes.  But,  of  ths  votes  given  at  the  said  eieet»o< 
745  were  objected  against  as  illegal ;  of  which  9K 
were  given  for  the  pstithmer,  and  86S  for  the  aittuic 
msndier.  Tlie  committee  havs  car^iilly  inwstjgatsi 
the  titles  upon  irtiidi  the  said  votes  were  givwi,  and 
find  thst  there  are  upon  the  polls  of  the  petitianec  171. 
andof  the  sitting  Bsembw  149  illegal  votes.  Thsdi^ 
forenee  between  these  nambers  being  sdded  to  the 
63  votes  sbove  mentioned,  gives  to  the  sitting  mendieT 
a  majority  of  76  over  the  petitioner.  The  electioB  in 
the  said  district  commenced  in  the  county  of  Pendle- 
ton on  the  4tb,  and  dosed  in  the  county  of  Aogoila 
on  the  MUi  day  of  April  last  On  the  next  di^  the 
petitioner  caused  a  notice,  in  writing,  to  bs  served  oa 
the  sitting  member,  eommunicsting  the  intention  of 
contesting  his  electioB.  On  ths  SSd  d^  of  Msy  tbi 
petitioner  served  on  the  sitting  member  a  list  of  vote*, 
to  the  legality  of  which  he  objected;  on  the  9di  «f 
Jnne  the  utting  member  served  a  similar  list  oa  die 
petitioner,  and  invited  him  to  a  speedy  oommeneesMOt 
of  the  mvestigation.  On  the  3Sd  of  August  the  peti- 
tioner notified  the  sitting  member  of  bis  int«liiMi  to 
commence  the  investigstion  on  the  4th  of  Ou^leiBber 
then  naxt,attheeonrfrhonseintheooatt^sfAagastSi 
and  to  proceed  wM  as  little  defaw  as  arenMneei 
woold  admit  to  ths  other  oowriiesbi  ths  distriet.  Oa 
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the  Iwt  mestioDed  ity  the  ottinff  nKmbar  ctnied  to 
be  delhered  to  the  petitioaer  a  protest,  in  writing, 
tgoinft  the  legili^  of  hie  proeeedinga,  and  decKn^ 
attwtding  acocxdingl^.  The  petitioner  proceeded  to 
take  tectimon;r  fopportof  ma  votes,  pursuant  to  the 
netiee.  Upm  these  ftcts  the  sitting  member  contended 
that  the  oomnittee  oni^t  net  to  Teceiro  the  teBtimmy 
» taken ;  flnt,  becanse  it  had  not  been  taken  within 
the  period  limited  for  that  pnipoaa  in  contested  elec- 
lione  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia ;  and  second,  because  the 
delay  of  the  petitboer  io  commencing  the  investiga- 
tion for  more  than  four  monthi)  was  unreasonable, 
and  ought  not  to  be  aQowed. 

The  committee  overniled  these  objections,  and  ad* 
mitted  the  evidence. 

Upm  proceeding  to  a  scmtiny  of  the  votes  in  the 
coon^  <a  Bockingham*  the  peUtioner  eoBtendtd  that 
the  iniolA  poll  oo^t  to  he  ngeeted. 

1st  Because  the  election  commenced  in  bia  ab- 
itnce. 

M.  BeoiQse  the  foor  derks  or  writers  appointed 
I7  the  sheriff  to  keep  the  poll  were  not  sworn  previous 
to  the  commencement  of  the  voting, "  that  they  would 
like  the  poU  fairly  and  impartially ;"  but,  on  the  next 
in  after  the  election,  examined  and  subscribed  the 
pHl,  and  mad«  aflSdavit  Uiereon,  that  the  same  did 
(snlun  a  just  and  trtie  aeeonat  of  all  the  votea  taken 
kt  the  said  election,  to  the  beet  of  thdr  Imowledn  and 
belieC" 

3d.  Becanse  the  names  of  the  voters  were  not  writ- 
ten tinder  the  names  of  the  candidate*  in  separate  col- 
umns, but  in  the  same  column,  and  the  votes  carried 
rorward  and  marked  under  the  names  of  the  candi- 
dates for  whom  they  respectively  voted ;  and, 

4lOi,  Because  gmt  noise  and  conftision  prevailed  at 
dM  electioD,^thoiit  any  effectual  attempt  by  the  sher- 
if  to  prevent  it 

The  firat  and  fonrdi  of  Uieae  otgecUons  were  tlbt 
mpported  by  evidence;  the  second  and  third  were 
OTtrruled  by  the  committee.  In  regard  to  the  aec- 
oni  objection,  it  was  proved  by  Uie  affidavit  of  two 
of  the  clerks  who  kept  the  poll,  "  that  although  they 
were  not  swom  before  the  voting  commenced,  yet  they 
conducted  their  poll-book  under  the  impression  that 
they  would  be  sworn  after  the  polls  were  closed,  and 
that  this  bad  been  the  most  usual  custom  in  the  county 
of  Roc^gham."  In  regard  to  the  third  objection,  it 
not  only  was  proved  that  it  had  been  nanal  to  keep 
the  poll  in  that  manner  in  the  cotm^  of  Rodungham, 
bnt  the  poll  tn  the  county  of  Pendleton,  where  the 
Section  commenced,  and  in  which  the  petitioner  had 
a  majority  of  the  votes,  was  kept  in  Om  same  manner, 
ud  was  not  impeadked  eiuier  party.  The  errors 
ipedfied  in  these  objections,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
committee,  relate  more  to  form  than  substance.  It 
«u  not  alleged  or  pretended  that  the  final  result  had 
^ean  in  anywiw  jfuied  in  eonaequence  of  a  deviation 
IB  flieae  pwtieiilus  fitim  the  letter  of  the  law  r^nlat- 
ingdections. 

In  the  course  of  the  investigation,  the  sitting  member 
q^ed  to  the  committee  for  perminion  to  avail  him- 
nlfof  an  agreement  entered  into  between  him  and 
ibe  petitioner  at  Uia  election  in  the  conn^  of  Pendle- 
tOB,  to  the  fc^lowing  effect :  That  votes  Aontd  be  ad- 
oitied  on  title  bonde  ibr  a  snffieient  quanti^  of  land, 
lesBmpanied  with  a  p  passiifciB  of  six  months ;  Aatper- 
■•u  Stmag  a  right  to  vole  in  <aie  county,  but  Sap- 
pMiiY  to  be  at  an  eleotbm  in  anolbtr  coooty  of 
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ithe  same  district,  might  vote  in  such  other  coonty,  and 
that  votes  of  persons  residing  out  of  the  dktrict  ^oold 
not  be  admitted.  The  petitioner  admitted  such  agree* 
ment  to  have  been  made,  but  contended  that  he  was 
absolved  from  its  obligation,  because  the  sitUng  mem- 
ber had  admitted  the  votes  of  two  or  more  persons  not 
residiBg  widiin  the  UmitB  of  the  Congiearional  disMet 
to  be  entered  on  his  -pail  and  counted  among  hia  volet. 
This  allegation  was  denied  b^  the  sitting  member. 

The  committee  being  of  opmion  that  £e  agreement 
of  the  parties  could  not  either  diminish  or  eiilaTge  the 
elective  franchise  as  secured  to  the  freehcdders  of  the 
district,  by  the  laws  of  the  Commonwedth,  decided, 

1st  That  the  votes  of  the  freeholders  residing  out  ^ 
of  the  district,  but  having  competent  estate  and  pos- 
seaaiima  within  it,  be  held  U^aL 

Sd.  That  all  votes  not  given  In  the  coun^  where 
the  land  upon  which  they  were  respectively  given  was 
situate,  be  rejected ;  and, 

3d.  That  all  votes  given  by  virtue  of  title  bonds,  not 
conveying  a  legal  freehold  estate,  be  rejected. 
The  committee  farther  decided, 
1st  That  all  votes  recorded  on  the  poU  lists  should 
be  presumed  good,  unless  impeached  ^  evidencer 

3d.  That  certified  nmiu  of  the  conuniaBioner*a 
hooki  or  Und  lista  dumb  be  read  in  evidmc^  and 
deemed  aatii&etnry  aa  to  tlu  qoalUeaAtn  or  diafodi- 
fleation  of  voters,  anlesb  corrected  by  othn  evidence;* 
and, 

Sd.  That  the  affidavit  of  a  voter  taken  before  com- 
petent aathori^,in  pnrsaanee  of  regular  and  sufficient 
notice,  should  be  read  in  evidence  to  ptore  hie  title  to 
vote. 

Ttie  committee  deem  it  proper  to  report  to  the  BotiM 
these  dedsione,  by  which  it  has  been  regulated  in  CM- 
dttcting  the  investigation,  and  respeetfiiUj  submit  the 
following  restdution : 

<*  Hooked,  That  William  McCoy  is  entitled  to  a 
•eat  in  this  House." 

The  Committee  of  Eleetioas  were  diachftj^;ed 
from  the  farther  cousideration  of  the  doenmcBts 
heretofore  presented  and  referred  to  them  in  rela- 
tion to  the  electioD  of  Geo^  Baer.— They  were 
laid -on  the  table. 

GOHMESCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Mr.  F0R8TTB,  from  the  mauagera  on  the  part 
of  this  House,  at  the  conference  with  the  mana- 
gers on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  upon  the  aabjeet- 
matter  of  tbe  disagreeiDgyoloeof  the  two  Houses  ' 
upon  the  bill,  from  the  Senate,  ^'cODcerDiog  the 
eoDreaiioD  to  regulate  tbe  commerce  between  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  aod  His  Britannic 
Majesty,"  made  b  report,  which  was  read,  aod 
ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  uble.  — The  report  i» 
follows: 

The  committee  appointed  to  ctmfor  with  com- 
mittee of  dthe  Senate  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses,  upon  the  bill  concerning  the  convention 
to  regulate  rtbe  commerce  between  tbe  Territories  of 
the  United  States  and  His  Britannic  M«es^ ;  submit 
to  the  House  a  report  of  the  result  of  thur  cottforenca. 

For  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  the  8en- 


*  In  England,  on  the  trial  irfoontested  deetiaas,  the 
poD-book  is  admitted  in  evidence,  [See  1st  PecfareU 
00  Oontesttd  Elections,  page  308;  and  td  PeckweU, 
pafeSTO.} 
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at«}  thoy  pnMDt«d,  ID  ponuanoe  of  th«  do^  uugoed 
t*  lh«mt  and  tan  tbe  rcawDi  thwein  meDtioQed,  % 
■trt>n»»nt  in  wiitiiiA  to  tha  foUowing  e&ot: 

<•  Tiia .  commiuae  appobitod'  on  tli»  part  of  th« 
HboM  of  BopNaentativea  to  oonfar  widi  a  oommUtoe 
of  Um  Senate,  on  the  iobjsct  of  the  dinftaemant  ^ 
tke  letter  to  eartaia  ameodmeatB  pnwoead  bj  the 
Hooae,  to  a  bill  from  Uie  Setute,  entitled  "A  bill  cod- 
eernios  the  conT«ntiao  to  regulate  the  oommerce  be- 
tween the  Tenitoriea  of  the  United  Statea  and  Hie 
Britannio  VL^^tty"  with  a  view  to  guerd  egainatmia- 
apfrdteoHODf  to  give  gseatM  j^eoaion  to  diaeoaaiona 
•f  Ao'  ceofeience,  and  to  T<duce,  into  a*  nanow  a 
ceaapeea  aa  poMUe,  the  pointa  of  diflerenee  botwven 
the  two  bcandiea  of  the  legialatiTe  body,  have  deemed 
itidviaable  to  uibmit  to  the  committee  of  ikt  Senate, 
the  NMooa  which  hare  govemed  the  Hooae  in  ito  de< 
tenninationi,  in  the  of  a  wnttm  commiHiina- 

tion. 

"  It  is  nqt  to  be  concealed  that  the  diaagiMimeDt 
between  the  two  Honaaa  hae  originated  in  a  qoealion 
in  lelatian  to  their  reapectiTe  Conadtntieosl  pewen ; 
bat  the  committee  of  uie  Hoaae  of  Reptasentotivee  it 
net  wiUuNit  a  hope  that  the  divei^y  of  qnoien  on 
tUe  int—eling  and  inportank  qoaatioB  ia  not  ao  raa- 
UM  (at  laut  in  it*  openUon  npm  the  epaciAc  aal^ 
jeel  before  tiie  legtdalive  body)  a>  at  firat  view  it 
qipear.  Witbont  Miterittgupoft  an  extenaiTe  ioqnirj 
in  relation  to  the  treatj>making  power,  the  committee 
wiH  venture  to  define,  aa  accnnteljr  as  they  can,  th^ 
real  hne  whioh  at  preeeat  dividea  the  contending  par- 
tliB.  It  ia  of  lew  impertaaee  to  aaeartain  hew  to 
they  have  heretofore  dieagreed,  or  may  hereafter  dif> 
fbr,  than  to  diaooiver  what  it  is  praaaety  that  nnr 
dividaathea. 

"  In  the  perfMmanee  of  tUa  daty  the  eomnittee  of 
tfie  Honae  of  RepreeentaUw  are  bidlned  to  hope 
that  it  wis  siifflcirartly'q>pear,  that  Onreiino  irrec- 
oncilable diftennoe  between  the  two  brenchea  of  the 
Legiilature. 

"Th^  are  peranaded  that  the  Honae  of  R^neaent* 
ativee  deea  not  asaert  the  pretenaion  that  no  treaty 
can  be  made  withoot  their  aneot;  noi  do  they  con- 
tend that  in  all  caaea  legialatiTe  aid  ia  indiipenaably 
neeeaaaiy,  either  to  gtn  TaUditjr  to  a  treaty,  ot  to 
cany  it  into  execatlon.  On  the  contra^,  th^  are 
believed  to  admit,  that  to  some,  nay  many  treaCiea,  no 
hgiiUtin  aanetioa  ii  reqtired,  no  legtdatlTO  aid  ia 
naceaaaiy. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  ^e  committee  are  not  leaa 
aatiefied  that  it  ia  by  no  meana  the  intention  of  the 
Senate  to  aaaert  the  treaty 'making  power  to  bf  in  alt 
caaea  independent  of  the  legiilative  authority.  So  far 
fiom  it,  that  they  are  believed  to  acknowledge  the  ne- 
ceanty  of  legialatiTe  enactment  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion aD  treatiaa  which  contain  atipuhUona  requiring 
i^^nqiriatiena,  or  which  might  Uad  the  nation  to  lay 
taxeat  to  tdae  armies,  to  aupport  naviei^  to  giant  aub- 
aidtea,  to  create  Statea,  or  to  cade  tenitoiy  ;*if  indeed 
this  power  exists  in  the  Government  at  ul>  lo  aome 
or  all  of  these  cases,  and  probably  in  many  oAers,  it 
ia  conceived  to  be  admitted,  that  Aa  legislatiTe  body 
must  act,  in  order  to  giTe  effect  and  operation  to  a 
treaty ;  and  if  in  any  case  it  be  necessary,  it  may  con- 
fidently be  asserted  that  there  is  no  difbrence  in  prin- 
ciide  between  the  Hottsee ;  the  difiennoe  is  only  in 
the  awlieatitni  of  the  nineiple.  For  il^  as  haa  bean 
atalad,  the  House  of  RajieaentaHves  oontend  that 
flwir  aid  is  uily  in  some  caiaa  necanaiy,  ud  if  the 


Senate  admit  that  in  some  casts  it  is  naceaaaiy,  the 
inforenoe  ia  ineaiatible,  that  (he  only  question  in  eedi 
case  that  pnaeote  itaelf  ia,  whether  it  be  one  of  ttu 
cases  in  Which  legtslative  provinon  is  lequiatte  fbrpit- 
nrving  the  national  foith,  or  not. 

"  This  appears  to  the  committee  to  be  by  no  meau  j 
an  unimportuit  point  guued.    Its  influence  upon  the  i 
feelings  vrith  which  the  two  bodies  will  naturally  »f-  I 
ptoach  questions  of  this  deacription  may  be  of  no 
trivial  consequence ;  for,  aa  every  case,  aecordiog  to 
this  Gourae  of  reaaoning,  vronld  appear  to  net  u^ 
ite  own  finiD^tion,  there  is  leia  wiger  of  ito 
drawn  into  pteeedent,  ud  Iheidbre  less  occaMa  fi» 
sdidtude  in  regard  to  it.   It  is  a  view  of  the  aniiject 
therefore  eatenlated  to  and  to  enable  ns  to 

yield  at  all  times  to  the  application  of  another  pdnei- 
pte  which  the  committee  deem  of  the  utmost  oenn^-  : 
eiatien  on  all  such  occasions. 

"  The  committee  allude  to  the  prineipla  w^iA  in*  . 
culcates  the  propriety  of  almys  taking  care,  if  we  do  I 
err,  to  err  on  the  safe  side.   ShotUd  Congreas  fail  to 
legialate  where  l^isiation  is  necessary,  either  the  pok-  . 
lie  faith  must  be  Inoben,  or,  to  avoid  that  evi^  Ifai  ' 
executive  biandi  of  tb»  Government  must  be  temptai 
to  overstep  the  botrndaiiea  pcoseribed  by  the  Coastita*  i 
tkm.  If,  on  the  contrary,  Congie«  ihotdd  legisUtt  i 
where  legialation  ia  not  neeeaiary,  the  act  ooold  onir  | 
be  drawn  into  precedent  in  a  case  preciaely  aifniiar;  i 
because,  upon  the  principle  asaumed,  "  that  each  rest* 
upon  its  own  circumstances,"  it  never  could  serve  at 
a  precedent,  save  where  those  circumstances  are  the 
same.   Nor  is  it  indeed  unimportant  to  menlioa  that 
tture  is  little  danger  of  much  ranted  being  paid  la 
precedenta  upon  great  Constitntionu  ^Hstiona.  Con- 
adence  will  always  burst  the  trammels  ot  piecedcnt, 
unless  restrained  by  reason. 

"  The  committee  therefore  believe  that  it  is  a^et,  in 
every  doubtful  case,  to  legislate,  and  by  the  joint  ad 
of  ^e  whole  Congress,  to  give  authority  to  the  exeah 
tion  of  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty  by  the  Execotin, 
than  to  leave  a  donbtfUI  case,  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Legislature,  to  tempt  the  Executive  to  overiespiti 
proper  bounds,  or  to  endanger  the  public  flith  oft 
failure  to  psrftem  the  praviaitHia  of  a  treaty  wldchb) 
received  a  Consthutional  raUfleatlon.  The  ve^  caK 
under  discussion  may  fhmiah  us  with  an  inftancc- 
The  Senate  believe  legislation'  unnseeaaony.  Tht 
House  regard  it  as  indi^>ens^)le.  What  la  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President  *  Should  be  believe  a  tt«  n«- 
ceasBiy,  and  should  no  law  paas,'  he  would  be  reduced 
to  Uie  aftemative  of  breaking  the  Conatitation  or  the 
treaty.  He  must  either  set  at  nanght  .tha  sraieiiH 
law  of  Oe  land,  or  jrapardize  die  national  bin  and 
the  nationd  peace. 

"  It  is  of  importance,  too,  to  conuder  that  if  tl^ 
legislative  body,  from  -the  oonndenttions  above 
gested,  should  legialate  in  evety  doubtful  tiase,  there  j 
would  in  all  cases  be  less  danger  of  a  former  proceed-  ■ 
ing  being  drawn  into  precedent;  A  that  the  com-  i 
mittee  are  sanguine  in  the  belief,  that  while  such  ^  ' 
course  is  calculated  to  avoid  diffieoltiea,  on  tbe  one 
hand,  it  has  no  tendency  to  increase  them  on  the 
other. 

Tbe  committee  parcave,  with  satishction,  tint  on 
the  [nesent  oecaaion  the  two  Bbosee  appear  to  have  j 
approximated  in  their  opinion^  and  that,  as  far  ascen  | 
be  diaeemed,  the  Senate  are  disposed  to  act  nfoaae  \ 
liberal  pawiplas  that  have  been  sucB«*ted.  1W 
altude  to  tb>  pMMWa  «f  the  bitt  in  qaastiitttiy 
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btdj,  in  111  otigiad  fcitii— co  kotwliioh  Mtnifwli  on- 
e^oivoedy  die  eoBvictioR  of  the  8«D*ta,  eithtr  that 
the  tote  aeuTtatMia  dow  r«quii«  lefitktive  aid  to  ^- 
foatnate  it*  ptoviaioni,  wthat  tha  eaa»  is  at  laaat 
doBbtfol,  and  that  in  daobtfiil  caaaa  th^oni^  to  laao 
in  hent  of  lagklatton. 

**  Bodi  Hooaaa  having  thni  united  in  the  t^ien 
that  a  le^iUtiTe  act  im  neceaaaiy,  llw  Sonata  haTing 
dtmdj  MNOled  to  the  pro^atj  «f  pMHUg  a  la^*  the 
cwnn'ttoe  waive  any  arfwaunt  en  the  necMiilj  of  a 
legialative  act.  It  only  remaine  to  eonader  wlielher 
the  sdieiae  of  the  Hooee  of  BepreaeotatiTo^  or 
the  bill  of  the  Senate,  is  best  calcnlated  to  effect  the 
oUect  of  legialation'  The  eommiUA*  will  succinctly 
o&r  the  reoseae  wbic^  ai  thay  believe^  eopport  the 
oHxaetaaM  of  ttia  amendmBnli  of  the  How*  of  lUp- 
laMotitivoB. 

*'Tha  fint  •moadoMnt-pnqpoaed,  ia  to  atrikaout  the. 
iwi '  dadarod,*  th*  inaeitioa  of  which,  in  flie  onaet* 
iag  dadse  erf'  the  law^  haa  net  anietrad  to  the  Heose 
la  be  justified  ly  the  OMfes  of  the  legislatiTe  body. 
The  eoBunitteo  are  net  at  liberty  to  diTina  what  may 
base  been  the  reaaMis  which  prompted  itt  inaertieo, 
ind  ontil  those  rsaaons  shall  be  detailed  by  the  com- 
nitteeof  the  Senate,  if  indeed  the  nseof  thatwmorigi- 
natedin  any  paitmiUrBMtiTe^tlMry  denotiiBeldi^oeed 
to  eaiw  at  raiidom  vgim  their  oaanuMtian.  It  fotma, 
in  thiir  eatiioatien,  aeaffieiant  oineetion  tedw  phrase- 
eloiy  alloded  to,  that  it  depwrta  mm  the  aoenstomed 
i^M  oftbe  acta  of  the  Conpeae  of  the  United  State*. 

"  'nia  second  amandmuit  eoosista  in  a  sBbstitutten 
ofpcoviaiens,  in  soinedetail,  for  the  general  and  indefi- 
nite  terms  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate.  The  commib> 
tN  wilt  sDggeat  the  following  deficiencies  in  the  bill^ 
iHiich  are  betiewd  to  be  st^plied  by  the  amendmeots  : 

"  1.  The  ori|te>l  biU  from  theSeaate  is  defoetife, 
beeanse  it  wants  a  commenciBg  clause  t  liir  the«gh  it 
be  tme  ikat  a  eoumeDGteg  daoae  Is  net  always  necee. 
mrj,  yet  it  is  cetteiidy  requisite  where  an  aot  is  u* 
teadsd  to  ham  a  itwwpectiTe  epsiatinn.  If  this  act, 
thee,  be  nsBcssaiy  at  all,  H  is  as  neeesMiy  that  it 
AoM  cferalaoD  cases  that  hefe  ha|yened  heretofore 
u-Jteiesiker;  but  without  a  eonmencing  elaas*  (saeh 
IS  is  iotrDdueed  into  the  amendmenta)  it  caaaot  <9erato 
on  caaes  which  have  happmed  since  December  SSd, 
and  befoie  theact  passes.  HeretheBisonedeficiency 
that  it  has  been  atteopted  to  iUf^friy. 

"3.  Theoriginal  acthas  no  clMueoflimitalion.  It 
amoonta  to  an  actual  aad  permanent  r^al  fotever  of 
the  aats  in  coftfliBt  withthe  treatiy,  inateadof  i^katatiag- 
H  a  paspeuMoa  or  repeal  of  Uiam  during  th*  teem  of 
ttvt  yeai%  as  stipulated  by  th*conventiM>>  H«re  then 
iiaaecond  defect,  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  am^ 
by  the  aaendmeot. 

"3.  The  committee  believe  it  most  advisable,  in 
gwlstiiig  upon  the  sutyect  of  tliia  cenvsnlien,  that  the 
•et  should  be  less  general  in  iu  jdwaseology  than  the 
NU,  aa  it  originally  paaaed  the  Senate.  laatand  of  a 
gSMial  declaration,  tbtf  *•  aU  acts  oontraiy  to  the  con- 
Teation  ^onld  be  deemed  to  be  of  no  elfect,"  the  Hmise 
ofRepiesentativee  have  supposed  it  more  advisable  to 
lioft  proviaiMw  more  doBnite  and  specific.  It  has 
been  supposed,  indeed,  to  be  pecoliariy  necessary  in 
tlis  present  case  ;  for,  as  one  of  the  reasons  which  ap- 
ptured  to  tiiem  to  induce  the  necessity  of  a  law  was 
fcandad  in  the  supposed  legislative  discretioQ  to  {uo- 
ioce  the  stipulated  eqnafaatien,  either  by  raising 
AiMdcsB  tMwag*  and  duties,  or  taking  off  theaddi- 
twnd  tonnage  and  dnliaa  from  Bntiih  *ii lis,  leap. 
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peued-to  tiw  Hoaae,  and  does  also  appee*  tothe  eeai> 
UHttee,  Umt  the  legtiriative  prevision-  dwuld  on  tUi 
stthjeBt  beless  genenl  than  the  bill  paasiS  by  the  Sen- 
ate.  An  act  merely  repealiag  ^  latwa  ia  oMfliet  with 
the  ewveatiOB  might  leave  to  oMmtnetfon  vriiat  ea|^ 
rather  to  be  aacertaiaed  1^  law ;  and  the  Houae  aad 
ila  oomiHtlee  have  net,  thereftrei  heaitalsd.  to  pefer 
what  waa  moat  eortain,  ta  what  is  least  ae. 

"  Berause,  therefoMi  Ae  bat  ftnrn  th*  aanats  Bj^eam 
to  tiie  Hous^and  totldsc«nniittee,defoetiv«^itt  want* 
ing  a  proper  commencing  clause ;  in  the  omisrion  to 
limit  it  to  a  period  of  foar  years^  in*  conformity  with 
th*  oonvration ;  and  in  the  vrant  of  a  strfkient  cer- 
tain^ and  definite  provision  ;  and  bseause  a  term  hs* 
baeainserted  in  the  enaetiog  clause  unusual  and  UB« 
aoenstgawd  in  the  acts  of  this  LegiilatBie; 

"  Hm  House  ofBepreesBtatiToa  and  thb  committ— 
pr^r  the  lull,  as  amended^  to  the  UU  in  its  original 
form,  aa  passed  by  the  Senate." 

The  commtttM  of  the  Sen^  declined  porsaing  this 
mode  of  communication,  as  unusual,  and  calculated, 
in  their  beliei^  rather  to  defeat  than  to  promote  the  ob- 
ject of  the  conference,  an  agreement  betwew  the  two 
bodies  on  the  subject  of  dupate.  Willing,  however, 
to  consider  the  statement  after  it  waa  read,  as  if  made 
in  the  ordinary  form,  they  proceeded  to  expkia-  tile 
ofnuonsof  the  Senate  on  the  points^of  difieienoab 

'Witiwut  aUempting  to  JUlow  the  eotuse  of  the  4^ 
servatioos  pnrsuM  by  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  it 
will  probably  be  deemed  saflbaent  to  state  the  genenl 
im^ession  made  by  them. 

Your  c<unmittee  understood  the  committee  of  the 
Senate  to  admit  the  principle^  contended  for  by  the 
House,  that  whilst  some  treaties  nught  net  require, 
others  may  require,  legislative  provision  to  carry  tbam 
into  effect. 

That  the  decision  of  th*  queation,  Iww  far  audi 
provisknt  vras  neeeosary,  must  b*  founded  upon  the 
pecidiarcharaetwoftbotxeatyitselfi  Aetothaweeon* 
ventbn,  the  immediate  subject  of  contioversy,  the  Sen- 
ate doubted  whether  any  act  of  legislation  vra*  Decss 
sary,  but  since  it  was  deemed  important  by  the  House 
that  an  act  should  be  paased,  they  bad  no  olgection  to 
give  it  their  sanction ;  provided  a  precedent  was  net 
established,  binding  tlwm  hereafter  to  assist  in  pesBug 
laws,  in  cases  on  which  such  doubts  migiit:not  exist. 

With  these  views,  m  the  Met  of  th*  Senate,  thdx 
CMumittee  proposed  such  aa  alteration  of  the  bill  of  the 
Senate,  as  would  obviate  Um  several  olgection*  inged 
by  your  committee,  excepting  tlut  which  waa  sug* 
gested  to  the  intipduction  of  the  words  *'  and  declared,'* 
in  the  enacting  olause.  The  retention  of  these  words 
was  considered  by  the  Senate  expedient,  with  a  view 
of  giving  to  the  bill  a  declaratory,  aa  w«II  as  an  en- 
acting fium.  It  was  said  alao,  that  they  were  not  un- 
precedeatadi  thi^  were  to  be  found  in  the  acts  of  Coa- 
gress  not  dedaiatoiy  in  their  nature,  uid  might  be 
coaaidered  aa  not  aflectiag  the  character  of  the  prneat 
biU. 

BeMevi^  that  thees  wetda  ars  mare  surplasago,  not 
chan^g  th*  character,  or  impairing  the  finca,  of  Ae 
legiifativ*  aot;  that  they  have  been  introdaead  into 
pnvioiis  aets  of  Congrem;  that  no  agreement  oouM 
take  place  bstw«en  the  two  Housss,  without  permitliag 
them  to  remain,  your  committee  consented  to  reeooa- 
mead  to  the  Hooee  to  recede  from  the  first  ameod- 
meat  to  tfieSenate's  bill,  aad  to  agree  to  the  fiiUoir- 
ing  mediicatieas  of  it,  in  plaoe  of  the  ttaaad^tli 
pnwioady  adoplad: 


Commeree  itkk  Gfmt  BHtuin. 
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Line  id,  tOmt  the  wonl  "  vet,"  ttrtt«  out  the  worda 
"  or  kots  M  if,"  tnd  iniert  Utese  words,  "  u  impOM*  a 
bilker  dntyfit  tonnage  or  of  hnport  on  ve«ela,  ud  ar- 
tielet  imported  m  veaMla  ot  Great  Biitain,  than  on 
vavd^  and  articlM  imported  in  veeiab  of  the  United 

line  Uhy  atrike  est  the  word  « thall,"  and  after  the 
word  *<b^"  inaert  the  worda  **lrom  and  after  the  date 
9i  tiie  latifieatiott  of  the  aaid  eonvantioii,  and  daring 
the  conliaqaaw  tharaefc" 

.  LOAN  OFFICE  CERTIFICATES. 
Mr.  Tallhadoe,  from  the  committee  ■ppoiot- 
ed  OD  the  peiitioo  of  John  Delafield,  made  a  report 
thereon,  which -was  read;  when  Mr.  T.  reported 
a  bilt  for  the  relief  of  John  Delafield ;  whien  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole.— The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  pra^a  that  the  specie  value  of 
fin^-three  loan  office  certiflcatee,  of  iinir  hundred  dol- 
lara  each,  amounting  to  twelve  thovaand  one  hundred 
and  forty-eight  and  thirteen-nintietbs  doUara,  with  the 
intereat  whidi  haa  accrued  upon  the  ncooiatl  amount 
of  said  certificates,  be  ftmded  according  to  law,  aa  in 
auch  caae  made  and  provided. 

Tbia  claim  having  originated  in  1777,  and  being  at- 
tended with  ^cial  circumstancea,  the  committee  have 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  give  it  a  particular  inveatiga- 
tioD,  thareaiiltirfiraidittiey  newBoImuttothisHonse, 
togettwr  with  th^  opnton  thereon. 

It  appears  that  theae  certifieatea  are  a  part  of  thir- 
teen milliona  of  dollara  aotborized  to  be  raued,  on  loan 
office  certifieatea,  bv  a  resolution  of  Congresa  of  82d 
February,  1777,  ana  which  were  to  be  signed  either  by 
Michael  HiUegas,  Treasurer,  or  Samuel  HiUegas,  and 
to  be  countersigned,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  of  3d  October,  1776,  and  10th  January,  1777. 
The  leaolution  of  October  states,  "that,  ibr  the  con- 
venience of  lenders,  a  loan  offiee  shall  he  eataUiahed 
in  each  of  the  United  Statea,  and  a  commissioner,  to 
superintend  such  office,  be  appomted  by  the  said 
Stotes,  respectively,  who  are  to  bo  responsible  for  the 
fiithfai  discharge  of  their  duty  in  the  aaid  offices." 
The  same  resolution  made  it  necessary  that  the  said 
loan  office  certificates  should  be  coontetalgned  by  the 
aaid  commissioner  of  loans. 

bi  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  die  Treasuy,  dated 
the  38th  day  of  March,  179S,  much  atieas  is  laid  on 
the  drcnmatance  that  £.  Daviea  waa  not  the  commis- 
nener  of  loans  for  the  State  of  Georgia,  but  that  he 
countersigned  thoae  certifieatea  by  order  of  Govomor 
Treutlen.  Snppoaiog  thia  to  be  the  fact,  it  does  not 
appaur  conclusively  to  follow  that  the  certificates  in 
qnoation  ought  to  be  rejected,  inasmuch  as  they  are 
admitted  to  be  genuine,  and  regularly  issued  from  the 
loan  ^Boe  of  the  United  States,  and,  as  will  here- 
after more  ftally  araear,  it  being  highly  probable  that 
no  eommiirinner  of  loams  was  in  office  within  the  State 
of  Qeorgk  when  theae  certificates  were  issued. 

It  appeal!^  by  the  report  of  the  6eaeta:Qr  of  the 
TreasBiy,  dated  Um  S8d  of  December,  17SS,  diat  Uie 
certificates  under  oonuderation  form  a  part  of  $300,- 
000,  sent  finnn  the  Treasury  on  the  34th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1777,  to  Georgia,  under  the  care  of  a  Cap- 
tain Medici,  and  intended  for  the  loan  officers  there, 
who  were  at  thM  time,  and  long  after,  (as  is  stated 
in  sud  report,)  O'Snan  and  Wade;  that  thn  ware 
contetrignedby  E.  Davies,  by  order  of  J.  A.  Treut- 
len, Governor  of  Qeorpa.    The  8wwtMy  of  tiie 
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Treasury  ftnrtiier  states  that  "E.  Davies  was  not 
known  is  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  bat  was  a 
temporary  agent  of  Georgia,  employed  to  pnrehase  a 

niti^  of  bidian  goods;  and,  to  enaUe  himto  efibet 
etijeet,  a  sum  waa  placed  in  his  handa,  fai  eerlifi- 
catoa,  iriudi,  by  an  order  of  eonnctl,lie  was  authoriied 
to  imia;  and  that  theae  probably  were  the  coitifioates 
now  under  emridcration." 

From  the  moat  tiioroi^h  invaaligation  of  this  anb- 
ject,  your  oommittee  have  not  been  able  to  aaeertain 
the  Bct,  that  O^ryan  and  Wade  were  loan  offieen  Ibr 
the  State  of  Gewgla  in  the  year  1777 ;  but,  finw  other 
aoorcea  of  information,  it  would  aeem  moat  wobsbte 
that  no  audi  officers  were  in  commission  ano  execiit* 
ing  the  duties  of  that  office  prior  to  tite  year  1779. 

In  answer  to  some  quffies  stated  by  the  cbahniaB  af 
your  committee  to  Joseph  Nonrse,  Register  of  the 
Tieasoty,  he  lemarka,  '*mat  William  Cwrott,  Ui  pre- 
deeeaior,  (^ened  an  account  in  leger  A,  folio  SU, 
entiUed  *■—- —  Commiasionera'  loan  offiee.  State  of 
Georgia,  account  current,*  leUving  a  Uank  for  the  nanm 
of  the  commiadonera  ;'*  that  the  same  aoconnt  obtain- 
ed a  credit,  Mardi  16,  1776,  for  9t0t,488;  and  that 
he  filled  up  the  blank  left  for  their  name%'4th  Septem- 
ber, 1710.  Heal8osuteethat,tothebeatofhiarecol- 
>  lection,  O'Bryan  and  Wade  were  in  office  lOth  May. 

1779,  when  he  entered  tiie  Tieamry  offiee  as  Asdtoi 
Aaditor  General  To  the  question  stated  by  the  com- 
mittee, "Are  O'Bryan  and  Wade  charged  widi  Iba 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  allnded  to  in  Mr.  Wo(- 
cott's report!"  (1796,)  the  Register  answera,  "TTief 
are  charged  witii  that  sum  on  the  33d  of  November, 
1781 ;  but  it  appears,  by  the  report  of  the  Aodiler  of 
the  Treaaury,  dated  lOthJannary,  1796, that ihey were 
tranamitted  on  the  S4th  of  September,  1777,  when  the 
record  might  have  been  made,  liad  Mn  Gamtt  beea 
possessed  of  tluvoucheruponadudilafterwairdsinade 
the  record."  It  ^ipears  Oat,  at  tlie  tioM  theae  ceilifi* 
catas  were  sent  from  the  Treasury,  Gongreos  were  r»* 
moving  from  Philadelphia  to  Lancaster,  where  they  Mt 
one  day,  and  atljenmed  to  Yt^town. 

It  also  appeara  that  the  Governor  of  Georgia  dre*r 
drafts  upon  the  delegates  of  that  State  jn  Congress  fer 
919,000,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  Continenttl 
troops,  which  were  paid  by  that  body  1st  September, 
1777;  and  that  Govenicnr  Treutien  drew  anotiierdntA 
on  the  Continratal  Treasurer  for  $500.  for  enmea 
for  reemiting  a  company  of  light-horae  for  the  Mncfit 
^  that  State,  which  was  paid  lOtii  October,  1777.  and 
waa  to  be  conaidered  aa  a  p«rt  of  the  $800,000  appro- 
priated for  supplying  the  military  diest  of  Georpa. 

It  further  appears  to  the  committee  that,  in  Hardi. 

1780,  WilUam  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  applied  to  Con- 
greaa  for  tiie  payment  of  interest  on  the  loan  office  cer- 
tifieatea held  by  him,  and  which  were  iaaoed  on  the 
same  day,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  thoae  now  noder 
consideration.  The  committee  to  whom  hia  a|^>iica- 
tion  waa  xefinred  report,  aa  their  odnkm,  "that  the 
said  interert  cannot  be  regularly  disoiaiged,  except  by 
the  person  who  is  poasessed  of  the  books  of  the  office, 
and  by  whom  alone  tiiey  can  be  checked;  and  u  the 
Government  is  now  again  in  operation,  and  it  caaaM 
be  doubted  that  the  business  of  the  loan  office  ti  »' 
vived  and  regularly  carried  on,  the  certificates  oaght  to 
be  presented  Uiere."  The  sum  of  f 6,800^ 
raised  on  bUta  of  exchange  on  the  CommisaaBM  of 
the  United  States  in  Paii^  lOtii  May,  1778,  to  pi7 
interest  trfOat  daae  of  hian  office  certifieatsa  u 
nlided  to  leeeive  it  in  svdiliillB. 
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On  the  3d  of  Aagnrt,  1780,  (the  lame  year  that  Mr. 
Smith  was  referred  to  Ae  loan  office  in  Georgia,) 
$466,000,  in  bills  on  Paris,  were  prepared  to  pay  in- 
terest on  loan  office  certificates.  On  the  same  day 
Congress  orderad  the  loan  office  of  Georgia  to  be  re- 
moved to  some  place  of  safety,  as  contigaoas  as  poa- 
i^ile  to  the  State,  until  it  could  be  re-estabUshed  with 
emmnience  and  safety ;  and  that,  until  such  office  be 
so  fixed,  and  mbKe  notice  girendMieo^tbeTreasorer 
of  the  United  States  be  empowered  to  pay  all  interest 
dae.  Ac,  on  certificates  issued  from  that  office,  in  the 
same  manner  that  such  interest  is  directed  to  be  paid 
by  the  Commisnoners  of  the  Continental  loan  offices. 

In  obedience  to  this  resolution  of  Congress,  interest 
was  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  en 
tbne  certificatss,  in  Inlla  exchange,  firom  S3d  De- 
cember, 1777,  to  the  S8d  Deeembar,  1781,  who  en- 
dorsed the  same  on  the  bad  of  each  certificate,  in  his 
own  handwriting,  and  sanctioned  the  act  li^his  official 
iignature. 

That  these  certificates  belong  to  that  class,  the  in- 
terest upon  which  was  to  be  paid  in  bills  of  exchange, 
appears  by  a  rMolntionof  CongreMofthelOthof  8e^ 
tember,  1777. 

The  committee  farther  report,  that  these  certificates 
wen  deposited  in  the  tdloe  of  the  Aaditor  of  the  Treas- 
niy,  punuant  to  an  act  of  Congressof  the  12th  of  Feb- 
roaiy,  1793,  on  the  ISth  day  of  April,  1794,  and,  con- 
K^oently,  are  not  barred  1^  any  law  of  Umitaticni. 

As  Ar  aa  tiie  committee  have  beoi  aUe  to  ascertain 
the  &et,  there  appears  to  be  bot  sevenly-six  of  the  de- 
scription <rf' certificates  under  oonsiderationoatatanding. 

Whether  the  certificates  of  the  resdue  of  the  9S00,- 
<Mt  sent  by  Csptain  Medici,  (amounting  to  $ 1 69,600,) 
were  boi^iht  in  the  loan  officers  of  Georgia,  or 
whether  they  have  been  returned  and  cancelled  at  the, 
Treaauy  board,  or  funded,  cannot  be  ascertained,  as 
all  the  dd  pwers  iditing  to  the  eattismeut  of  aeoounts 
between  the  United  States  and  Geofgia  were  burnt  in 
Angost,  1814,  lij  ihe  enemy. 

By  the  lepMt  of  1795,  it  appears  probable  that  the 
certificates  were  empbrfed  in  the  purchase  of  Indian 
goods  for  the  Sute  of  Georgia.  And  from  the  certifi- 
cate of  Mr.  Farrell.  of  the  Auditor's  office,  it  qipeara  that 
that  State,  "  in  her  accounts  exhibited  af^dnst  the 
United  Stataa,  got  credit  for  various  articles  delivered 
outofapubUeatOfe."  It  is,  Owrefinv,  highly  prabable 
that  these  cettifieates  were  ap^opriited  to  ftinush  sup- 
{diet  for  sndi  puUie  store. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  repeated 
applications  have  been  made  by  the  holders  of  this  de- 
■cription  of  public  securities  to  Congress,  and  upon 
which  no  pontive  decirion  has  been  made.  The  snb- 
jeet,  titerefore,  is  Curly  open  for  legislative  interference. 

In  making  up  tituroranion,  the  committee  have  con- 
■dered  the  situation  (fftbe  United  Slates,  and  particu- 
hrly  tiiat  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  at  the  time  these 
nnifieales  were  issued.  In  1776  Sondi  Carolina  was 
mvaded;  in  1777Geor(pawassulgeet  to  tiie  predatory 
iBcursions  of  the  enemy  from  East  Florida,  to  prevent 
which  they  carried  on  an  expedition  against  that  coun- 
try, nader  Major  General  Robert  Howe,  which  proved 
onsacceasfnl;  and  in  1778  Georgia  was  invaded,  and  its 
optal  taken.  (Lee*s  Memoirs,  1  vol.,  pp.  68,  69,  70.) 
_When  the  committee  reflect  upon  the  general  con- 
nrion  and  distress  of  that  day ;  when  they  consider 
^t  the  public  safety  required  "  that  a  great  number 
of  individuals  be  necessarily  invested  with  the  power 
of  Unfing  the  pnUic  by  their  contracts and  when  it 
Uth  0(>n.  Ist  Skss.— 33 


la  not  to  be  denied  that  "  almost  every  officer  of  the^ 
army,  whether  in  the  Commissary's  department  or 
otherwise,  in  difiisrent  stages  of  the  war,  had  it  in  bis 
power  to  contract  debts  legally  or  equitably  binding 
ujfK>tt  the  United  States;"  and  when  the  committee 
give  dae  weight  to  these  fects,  they  do  not  hesitate  to 
bdieve  that  the  act  of  Oorcmor  iSentlen,  in  issuing 
these  eett^e^es,  was  known  and  sanctioned  by  Oca- 
gress,  which  abundantiy  accounts  fbr  the  coaonct  of 
the  Treasurer  (who  issued  them)  in  recognising  theb 
correctness  and  validi^. 

As  the  principal  and  a  part  of  the  interest  due  on 
these  certificates  have  never  been  paid,  and  as  no  ftixkA 
whatever  is  imputed,  tiie  committee  consider  the  feith 
of  the  United  Sutes  as  scrfemnly  pledged  for  their  re- 
draaption  or  payment,  and  that  tiie  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  to  be  granted. 

They  have  theiftfbiv  directed  their  duiman  to  aA 
fiv  leave  to  teing  in  a  bill  fbr  that  purpose. 


JfbrcA  S8,  179S. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred 

the  petition  of  William  SmiUi,  of  Baltimore  town,  in 
,  the  State  of  Maryland,  respectfully  submits  the  feU 

lowing  report : 

The  resolutions  of  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, which  respect  the  issuing  of  the  certificates 
commonly  called  loan  office  certificate^  make  it  neces- 
saiy  that  they  ahonld  be  porevionsfy  eountenngiwd  by 
certain  officers  denominated  Cwnmissionen  of  Loans, 
who  were  to  bo  appointed  under  the  authority  of  tiie 
particular  States. 

AAer  diligent  inquiiy  within  the  State  of  Georgia 
no  eridence  has  been  obtained,  either  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  E.  Davies  (the  person  by  whom  the  certificates 
in  question  were  coantersigned)  to  the  office  of  com* 
missioner  of  loans  for  that  State,  or  tiiat  he  was  ever 
known  or  reputed  to  have  acted  in  that  capadty.  The 
reverse  of  this,  indeed,  appears  firom  various  oommnni- 
cations  to  the  Treasury ;  copies  and  extracts  of  which 
are  contained  in  the  scbeaule  herewith  tranuutted. 
'  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  E.  Davies  does  not  even  style 
himself  Commissioner  of  Loans ;  but,  instead  of  this, 
adds  to  his  signature  the  words,  "by  order  of  J.  A. 
Treutlen,  Governor  of  Georgia." 

The  certificates,  however,  are  signed  by  the  proper 
officer,  and  all  such  as  have  appeared  are  genuine ; 
and  interest,  as  alleged  in  tiw  petition,  has  been  piid 
upon  them  by  the  late  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
as  in  other  cases.  A  number  of  tiiose  certificates  have 
been  ofiered  to  the  present  commissioner  of  loans  for  the 
State  of  Georgia,  to  be  subscribed  pursuant  to  the  act 
making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and, 
upon  a  reference  to  the  Treasury  by  that  officer,  have 
been  directed  to  be  refiised. 

The  reasons  for  this  dizeetion  ace  substantially 
follows: 

The  certificatss  in  question  having  been  irregnlaTly 
issued,  and  witiiont  the  requisites  prescribed  by  the  acta 
of  Congress,  were,  of  courae,  in  the  first  instance,  not 
obligatory  upon  the  United  States. 

The  subsequent  payment  of  interest  upon  them  by 
an  Executive  officer,  without  the  sanction  of  any  order 
or  .  resolution  of  Congress,  could  not  confer  validity 
upon  a  claim  originally  destitute  of  it,  though  it  might 
occasion  hardship  to  individuals  who,  upon  the  credit 
of  that  payment,  nay  have  been  induced  to  beoome 


Digitized  by 


msTo&T  OF  cQamwrn- 


tm 


B.opR. 


Loan  (tffiu  OiriifieaUt. 


poumftii  «f  OioM  CKtUteitM  lor  nlwUi  eoiuidsT- 

Tfwre  we  exunpln  of  Uxe  fyxamt  of  intanstt 
the  niatakei  of  pubUo  o&etm,  upon  cooutoEfnt  ua 
faigttd  cerUfiM^  It  wemi  to  ba  cletx  that  luch  paf- 

Senta  cannot  leadw  valid  or  obligatory  cwrtificatM  of 
Ml  daicription;  and  ;ret  t  uxaiiar  hardahip  to  Uwae 
w^ioh  haTe  been  mentioned  would  uttend  thoae  who 
wtj  bare  afteniratde  becon^e  poMewed  of  tbem  for  val* 
lUiMO  couideTation;  mt  doep  there  oecox  any  dia- 
tinction  brtwaen  the  efieet  of  saeh^iyiniHit  inthoone 
and  in  the  other  caae- 

Between  indindoal^  th«  payment  of  intereit  by  an 
agent,  upon  the  presumed  but  not  real  oblig^on  of  hia 
prinapaft  either  throu^  mtttake  or  othcrwiee,  withooi 
spedal  authori^  of  the  principal,  could  certainly  give 
no  new  validity  to  auch  an  obligation ;  and  the  aame 
rulea  of  right  goveiD  caaea  between  the  public  and  in- 
dividuaU. 

Tfaeee  conetderations  were  deemed  concl^aive  againat 
tiia  admiaalon  of  thoae  eeitiflcatea  under  the  [towen 
Teeted  in  the  officen  of  th«  Tieaanry.  It  ramaina  for 
the  LMialature  to  decide  how  far  theae  are  conaidwar 
tiooa  sirong  enough  to  induce  a  epeoal  interpoeition 
in  theii  Cavor.  In  making  thia  daosian  the  foilowiog 
ditumatancea  will*  it  la  preanmed,  appear  to  daaerve 
attention : 

The  prMent  ia  not  a  caae  of  mere  inlbnnaUty ;  there 
ia  AO  a^dence  that  the  certtficalea  wen  iaaued  for  any 
MM*  of  the  Unitad  Statea.  The  contrary,  indeed, 
ttUHbadtobetbefret. 

Their  ainonnt  k  not  poaitively  aacertained ;  no  ao* 
count  of  the  iaaoia  having  ever  been  rendered,  though 
lhare  ia  no  appearance  of  any  eon«iderd>le  anma  betsg 
afloat. 

All  which  ia  reapactiblly  anbmitted. 

Extract  <ff  a  UUerfrom  lUekard  WjfUxhj/r,  Comsm- 
Mtoner  of  Loam  for  Gtsr^a^  to  the  Seerdmy  tf 
the  Uroiurjf. 

Mat  17,  179X. 

I  have  the  honor  of  eacloaing  yon  the  affidavit  of 
Mr.  John  Wereat,  Auditor  of  thia  State,  reapeeting 
dM  late  Edward  IHviea.  who  iaaued  aundry  loan  office 
oertificatea  wi^out,  I  believe,  any  authority,  as  I  can 
xeoeive  no  snewer  from  our  Governor,  to  whom  I  wrote 
long  dnee,  on  thia  aubject.  I  have  requeated  Mt> 
W^am  Booaton,  whole  gene  to  Augusta,  to  endeavor 
to  ftnd  out  by  the  pnblic  recorda  wbettier  Mr.  Davies 
bad  any  aspdntment  or  not 

Mr.  O'fiiyin,  Mr.  Wade,  and  Mr.  Daviea  are  aU 
dead* 

Gmmu*  CAofAun  eo%mty : 

Feraonally  a^eared  JtAm  Wereat,  Auditor  for  the 
add  State,  who,  after  being  duly  awom,  aaid :  That 
he  weU  knew  Edward  Daviea,  Saq.,  formerly  oi  the 
dty  of  Savannah,  in  Uie  aaid  Bute ;  an^  fitruieT,  thia 
deponent  veiUy  beUevea  that  the  add  Edward  Davlee 
^  Mvar  wee  at  any  time  loan  officer  Ibr  the  State  afore< 
add,  aa  your  d^ranent  conatantiy  resided  here,  and 
wte  well  aequuQted  with  all  the  officers  of  Oovem- 
nient,  except  teAen  the  Briiiah  forets  ftitd  pouestixm  of 
the  coontrr ;  and  ferther  adth  not. 

JOHN  WEREAT. 

8wom  to  thia  16tti  day  of  May.  1791. 

JOS.  HABERSHAM,  /.  P. 


£iXlraef  of  « leMer  frmm  the  Commiuitmr  «f  Jmm 
/«r  AMf^  to  the  SeerOant  o/*^  TVconiry. 

Jv««  13, 1701. 
I  have,witliant  anceeea,  apj^ed  a  aeeovkdtiue  to  die 
Govenor  to  know  by  what  atithori^  Mr.  ]>avlea  uted 
aa  loan  officer.  I  am  wdl  aaaared  no  had  none. 


Extract  of  a  tetter  from  the  CommutiMter  a/  Lomt 
to  WilUam  &*»naM>  Frime^  C/mfew  Me  AmdU 
tar'*  Offiee. 

AvsvaT,  SI,  199). 
Herewith  you  will  recdve  tiurty-tbree  loan  office 
certificates,  whteh  I  have  examined,  and  bdieve  than 
genuine ;  the  Ave  laat  in  the  abftnct,  whidi  were  b> 
aued  Edward  Daviea,  I  do  not,  however,  tUik 
ahouM  be  recdved,  for  tiie  reaaona  assigned  in  my  fbi> 
mer  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaamy,  and  the 
late  Auditor.  I  applied  to  Mr.  Steidc  (the  gentleman 
I  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Wolcett,  dated  the 
30th  ultimo,)  for  a  copy  of  the  Order  ofCoancil,  whick 
he  aaid  he  lud.  Inowendbaeyouhiaanswer;  whidi 
yon  wiH  plaaaa  to  show  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tiea- 
anry. 

Samuel  ^leiek  to  Hkhard  Wj/ikkyr, 

SATAjntAm,  Au0uet  81.  1701. 
Sra:  Agreeably  to  your  requeat,  I  made  eeaid 
among  my  papers  for  the  order  of  the  Executive  of  the 
year  1777,  authoriaiiig  Edward  Dadea  and  Humbm 
Stone  to  make  a  pnwhaae  of  geoda  team  a  Pvt*" 
Farqohar,  but  cannot  find  it.  Aa  well  aa  taj  reeaUe^ 
tioD  aervee  ma^  it  waa  to  the  ibUowiiig  aibet :  that 
thwr,dia  add  commiadonera,  ware  dtrected  tapigchaa^ 
^d  pledge  Uia  &itii  of  tiw  State  for  the  payment,  ei^ 
m  iiuigo  at  the  Carolina  price,  or  in  loan  office  carti- 
ficatee,  whidi  were  then  expected  from  Congress  Tha 
contract  was  oondnded,  utd  the  gooda  dalivaiedbr 
Farqubar  to  Dapes.  When  the  lean  effioe  cortlfiedt* 
arrived,  the  Governor  pdd  Mr.  Danes  tea  tboaaaad 
pounds,  01  aomething  near  that  nun,  which  it  waa  «e* 
pected  wodU  be  pdd  to  Farqohar  «r  bis  agent ;  ttii 
waa  not  done.  Uadee  kept  the  gooda  and  certifiaaHs, 
and  did  not  befive  his  death  aoconnt  with  A»  fitatt 
for  dtiier.  Theae  certtficatca  can  very  eaaUy  be  asow- 
tained,  aa  they  are  eonnterdgned  by  £dward  Denes, 
by  direction  of  Jdin  Adam  IVeatlen,  as  Oovener. 
I  am.  dec.  SAMUEL  STSIOK.  . 

RlCHUD  WlUXETB, 

Cimmiaeioner  of  Imuu, 

TaxAsnaT  DarAnTJUST,  Jan  9, 
Sib  :  In  anawer  to  the  ioquiries  cont»i»ed  in  yam 
letter  of  the  4th  instant,  ralating  to  certain  loan  »^ 
certificatea  belonging  to  John  DeUfieldt  and  lefeBw 
to  in  his  petiutm,  «  cony  of  which  waa  enclMad  ia 
your  letter,  I  have  the  hon«  to  state : 

1.  That  ttie  certiacates  (if  they  are  of  the  ilnWV* 
tion  euppoaed,  aa  they  kn  not  euffidmUy  d*"!!!!*!^ 
to  renaer  it  cettaio)  vrare  not  rvgala^  isnwd  tMt 
any  loan  office  of  th^  United  Statea. 

2.  The  interest  for  four  yean  was  paid  on  a  P*^^' 
tiiem  by  Michael  Hillagas,  formerly  Treasurer  of  U>e 
United  Stated. 

3.  No  certificates  belonging,  as  far  as  •PP^r*"" 
any  papers  accompanying  them,  to  John  B*""^"? 
in  the  Treasury.   For^-three  certifioatea,  conc^Mlr 
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faif  in  uBottnt  tttMc  nfotui  to  hi  hii  potftion^ 
ftf^nrWcli  WCT«  pttmnui  ftt  the  Trecfonron  the  IStb 
of  Apcfl,  1794, Uriah  Tnef,  in  behdf  of  Benjuma 
T«Hii»dge,  are  now  in  the  Anfitor's  Office,  and  are 
sappoaed  to  be  the  certifieatea  in  qneation. 

4.  There  are  four  other  certificatea,  of  the  oomiaai 
•mount  of  $4M  each,  of  the  aame  deacriptioiit  and 
IMwnliil  m  bAdf  of  Mhor  penona,  aimt  noHiiung  in 
the  Anditaf'a  Offioo. 

A.  Tbo  otii«etj«w  tgainat  fondiug  th*  cortifitiatea  ue 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Traaaajy 
«f  the  S8th  of  Mar«h,  1793,  on  the  petition  of  Wffinni 
Smith,  of  which  a  cop;  ii  endoaed. 

1  will  only  add  that  this  aubject  haa  been  repeatedly 
beiiwe  Congreae,  and  that  no  prannon  haa  nitherto 
been  mad*  for  the  payment,  in  any  wn,  of  tha  eerti- 
ficataa  taraad  under  the  drenmatances  of  thoae  in  qaea* 
tlon. 

I  Imt  a  tha  hotttv  to  tec 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Hon.  B.  Taluiabss,  Chairman, 


TmuavKT  Duabtxibz, 
Jt^Uter^t  Offiu,  Fib.  6. 18U- 
8ut :  In  reply  to  the  qoeriai  yon  have  dona  ma  tha 
h<mor  to  propoM : 

Itt  When  were  O'Bryan  and  Wade  appointed 
loan  officer^  for  the  State  of  Georgia  1 

Answer.  To  tiie  beat  of  my  recollection,  they  were 
in  office  on  die  10th  May,  1779,  when  I  flnt  eotered 
tta  Treaanry  Office  aa  Aaiiatant  Auditor  Genera^  an- 
dav  an  ai^intmant  by  Ooagnm.  Vvhn  that  period 
I  have  not  any  knowledge  of  them. 

Sd.  What  ia  the  date  of  the  fint  entty  reapeeting 
thoae  offleefs  to  be  found  in  any  booha  in  your  t^ce  1 
Aanwr.  An  account  waa  meoedt^  myprodeeaaaor, 

Wiltfam  Oevott,  iu  l^r  A,  folio  S14,  entatlad  «  

Comint— fowffn'  ban  office.  State  of  Georgia,  account 
anent whifih  account  obtained  a  credit,  Mwch  18, 
1778,  by  Joa^  Cl^t  of  •S0S.4Sd.  The  Uank  left 
te  thnir  nanua  waa  inaaited  by  myaalf  on  debiting 
tiwm,  4lh  September,  1780,  with  912,000  to  Thomaa 
Smith,  hia  account  current. 

3d.  Are  O'Biyan  and  Wade  charged  with  the 
9M0,000  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Wolootf  ■  report 

Antwer,  They  are  charged  with  that  eum  on  the 
2Sd  Norember,  1781 ;  but  it  appeara  by  the  report  of 
Ae  Auditor  of  tt»  Trearaiy,  dated  19th  January,  1 799» 
diat  they  were  trattamitted  on  the  24th  September, 
1777,  when  tte  neoid  might  have  been  made  had  Mr. 
Gevolt  been  poaaaaaadof  the  Toucher  on  whidt  I  after- 
warda  made  tlM  reoord. 
4A.  Have  thay  any  credit,  and  to  what  amountt 
Aniwar.  They  hare  credit  tor  ratamad  loan  office 
oartifleatea  amounting  to  $403,000. 

5th.  In  reply  to  the  last  query:  Were  the  papen 
<tf  tite  l^te  of  Georgia,  on  whidi  a  aettlmnent  was 
made  by  the  United  Stales  with  that  Stete,  burnt } 
They  were  burnt  on  the  —  day  of  August,  181'!,  at 
ttM  fmqplion  of  tha  lata  enemy. 
I  have  the  boner  to  be,  dtc. 

JOSEPH  N0UR8E. 
Hon.  BurjAMiar  Tallm adsx. 

CANADIAN  REFUGEES. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  daf .  The  bill  to 
Tdleve  certain  Canadian  voluoteers  in  the  late 
vtr  beiof  under  eonsideratioa— 


lOM 
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Mr.  JoBMBON,  of  Kentnekjr,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  80  as  to  include  in  its  provisions  those 
refugees  onXj  who  bad  been  ciiizeas  of  the  United 
States  prerieusly  to  the  late  war;  which  motion 
was  carried  withoot  a  division. 

Mr.  RoaBBTSOK  then  moved  a  new  section  to 
the  bill,  embraeiag  for  relief  or  remuneratioa  all 
earown  citizens,  whether  on  the  Buritim  or  tec- 
ritorial  fnatter,  who  saimd  loam  by  the-eaemy 
during  the  tate  war. 

Mr.  HorKiiraoN  moved  to  amend  the  amend* 
ment,  by  iocorporatiDg  the  cases  of  those  cittzeos 
who  saatained  lots  by  the  British  in  the  Renda- 
tionary  war. 

Both  the  preceding  motions,  after  a  ihtut  dis- 
cussion between  the  respective  movers,  were  sae- 
oesaively  rejected ;  after  which— 

Mr.  Barbodb  proposed,  bv  way  of  ameodmaat, 
an  eolire  sufastiuite  to  the  biu,  the  objeetof  wtiieh 
was,  to  allow  to  the  volanteers  in  quwtioa  it 
boaniy  of  land,  ia  proportion  to  the  rank  tbay 
held  m  our  service,  instead  of  gmdottHig  IM 
bounty  by  the  aroooot  of  their  losses  in  Canada,  v 

A  debate  ensued  on  this  proposition,  which,  by 
branching  a  good  deal  into  the  merits  of  the  case, 
and  the  deserts  of  the  refugees,  occupied  nearly 
the  remainder  of  the  day.  The  advocates  of  the 
ameodmeot  were,  Messrs.  Babbodb,  Holbebt, 
Tdckeb,  and  Cadt;  and  its  opponents,  Messrs- 

JOBHflON,  AlEXANDBB,  TaTBS,  BBd  ClAT. 

The  question  was  finally  taken  on  the  poposed 
amendment  tad  earrietf--crn  77,  noes  49. 

Mr.  FoESTTB  moved  to  amend  the  ImIL  by  ez- 
pangiog  the  duerimination,  and  extendutg  ita 
benefits  to  all  the  inbabttanu  of  Canada  who  eame 
over  and  took  up  arms  for  the  United  Sutes* 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  QBoavBROB, 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Fobsttb;  and  disagreed 
to— ayes      noes  79. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the 
blanks  in  the  bill — (o  apportion  the  bounty— «fter 
which  the  Committee  rose,  reported  rhe  bUl  to 
the  Houe,  and  the  Hoose  aojonvad. 

'  Tonpair,  Febranry  30. 

Mr.  Sebobant  presented  n  petition  of  Qeorge 
Helmbold,  praving  that  the  land  boant]r  to  wfaieh 
he  was  enutled  tot  services  as  a  strfdier  iu  the  late 
Army  nay  be  given  to  him,  which  is  withheld, 
because  of  his  baring  been  appointed  a  commis- 
sioned officer. 

Mr.  B&aaaTT  submitted  the  £alk>wing  resola- 
tion,  whieh  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  oa  the 
Mble: 

SMoktit  That  the  rales  of  this  Hoose  be  •» 
amended  as  to  admit,  within  the  Hall,  the  Governor, 
for  Ae  time  beiag.  of  any  State  in  the  Unioa,  who 
mqr  attend  at  the  Seat  of  the  General  Oevernmsa* 
daring  the  aeaainis  of  Oongteea,  and  iriw  Aoaae 
to  avdl  himself  of  sudi  privilege. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  An  act  for  the  rdlef  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  William  Lawrence  of  the  Armjr  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
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oflBeera  and  privates  composioff  tbe  garrison  of 
Fort  Bowyer,  io  the  year  1814 aod  "Ad  aet  to 
exteod  eertala  pririlei^s,  as  tbereio  mentioDcd, 
to  Bernard  Ed  me  Verion;"  In  which  bUU  they 
ask  the  eoncurreoce  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Mills  submitted  a  resolatioo,  whieh  was 
read,  as  follows,  viz: 

Saohed,  That  the  Seeretar;  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  befitre  tbis  Hoose  a  statement  of  the  expenses  in- 
corred  for  the  service  of  the  militia  called  forth  by  the 
amihortty  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  and 
also  a  sUtement  of  tbe  accounts  wUch  have  been  ex- 
hiUted,  and  claims  which  have  been  made  by  the  re- 
qieetiTe  States  fiw  services  imdeied  by  the  militia  of 
said  States,  when  called  fynh  wiA  or  withoat  snch 
antbority,  dengnating  such  items  of  claim  as  have  bean 
rfrjected,  in  cases  where  tbe  calb  were  made  by  the 
anthori^  of  the  United  States,  and  the  groands  of  such 
ngeetion;  together  widi  the  sums  wUch  have  been 
paid,  and  tbe  ■ccounti  and  claims  whidi  have  been 
allowed  therefor ;  designating  for  what  sernces  and  to 
what  States,  respectirely,  snch  sums  have  been  paid  or 
aoeounts  allowed. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolu- 
tion by  adding  the  foilowtag  words: 

"  And  if  the  claim  of  any  State  or  States,  for  the 
services  of  the  militia  thereof,  have  been  rejected  or 
admitted,  to  state  the  ground  of  such  rejection  or  ad- 
mission." 

The  said  resolution  and  ameDdment  were  or- 
dtfsd  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

NATIONAL  UNIVERSrry. 

Mr.  WiLD&  from  tbe  committee  appoioted  on 
that  part  of  the  Presideat's  Message,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  sesfiiou,  which  relates  to  a  na- 
tional semiaary  of  learniD^  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  estabiishoieDt  of 
a  Natiooal  Uoiversiiy;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 
A  BUI  for  the  esUbUihment  of  a  National  University. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Ram- 
tentativet  of  the  united  Statea  of  America  in  Con- 
mss  auen^Udf  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
States  be*  and  ha  ia  hereliiyt  anthoriied  to  cause  to  be 
meted,  on  snch  site  within  the  District  of  Colombia 
as  he  shall  select,  the  boildrngs  necessary  for  a  Na- 
tional University ;  and,  for  de&aymg  the  expense  there- 
of the  sum  of  thousand  doUara  ia  heie^  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  not  otherwise  appropriated  by 
law. 

Sic.  8.  And  be  it  fuHhtr  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
doit  at  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ised and  required  to  cause  to  be  surv^ed  and  laid  into 
batUing  lots  the  whole,  or  such  parts  as  be  may  thhik 
pfopo-,  of  the  ground  reserved  for  the  nee  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  Ci^  of  Washmgton ;  and  to  eanse  the 
same  to  be  sold,  at  such  times  and  {daoeo,  and  in  such 
pi^Mrtions,  and  under  such  regulations  as  he  shall 
prescribe;  and  the  proceeds  thereof,  after  defraying 
the  charges  of  snrviiy  and  sale,  to  be  invested  in  such 
■tocks  or  public  secorittes  as  shall  by  him  be  deemed 
■Mat  advisable;  and  tbe  same,  when  so  invested,  and 
ua  dividend  thereon  aiidng,  shdl  constitnte  a  Kind 
the  snnEwrt  of  a  National  University. 


Ssck  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ths  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  prepared  wad  lud  before  Cixa* 
gress,  at  its  next  session,  a  plan  for  the  r^fnlation  and 
government  of  the  said  university. 

CANADIAN  REFUGEESL 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  be- 
ing the  amendmeuts  of  the  Committee  to  the  bill 
to  compensate  certain  Canadiaa  rolunteers. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  changed  the  original  principle  of  the 
bill  from  eompensation  in  proportion  to  loss  of 
l^operty  in  Canada,  to  remuneration  according 
to  rank  in  our  service,  agreeably  to  tbe  followiog 
scale;  to  a  colonel,  960  acrei ;  a  major,  800;  a 
captain,  640 ;  a  subaltern,  480 ;  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates^  320  acres  each. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  second  eectioo,  to  authorize  (he  im- 
mediate location  of  the  several  bounties  on  any 
surveyed  public  lauds  io  the  Indiana  Territory. 

After  some  opposition  to  the  motion  by  Mr. 
PicEBRiNQ,  and  reply  by  Mr.  Johhboh,  of  Ken- 
tucky, the  amendmeot  was  agreed  to  withoat  a 
diviston. 

Some  further  amendment  was  made  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
when 

Mr.  Algxahdbr  said :  I  have  to  regret^  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  I  have  taken  any  part  in  this  dis- 
cussion, as  it  necessarily  invites,  nay,  iinjKb  me 
to  support,  and  more  explicitly  to  explain,  the 
views  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  when  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  yesterday.  My  views 
of  doing  justice,  sir,  are  guided  aod  directed  by 
the  extent  of  the  iojurj^  complained  of,  and  sub- 
mitted for  ray  examination  and  decision. 

The  amendment  which  has  been  adopted  in 
this  bill,  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  yes- 
terday, has  wholly  and  entirely  changed  the 
original  character  and  principle  of  this  bill,  by 
assumiug  (pro  Aoc)  a  fact  which  is  not  true,  and 
which  cannot  be  justified  by  a  true  statement  of 
the  case  of  these  Canadian  refugees,  as  they  are 
called.  The  assumed  fact  is  this,  sir ;  that  these 
Canadian  gentlemen  are  to  be  considered,  by  the 
principles  of  this  amendment,  as  our  own  dis- 
banded officers}  for,  the  compensation  in  land 
proposed  to  them  by  this  amendmeat  is  graduated 
by  ttie  very  terms,  and  in  the  Ten  langaage  of  the 
bill  whieh  bad  for  its  object  a  oonnty  in  laud  to 
our  own  disbanded  officen,  as  a  reward  to  tbe 
soldier's  merit,  and  which  bill  was,  three  days  ago, 
rejected  by  a  large  majority,  when  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  that  subject. 

These  Canadians  have  sabstantial  meriu,  aad 
ought  to  be  relieved,  on  principle,  for  tbe  losses 
sustained  by  them,  and  we  ought  to  meet  their 
case  fairly,  and  decide  it  upon  its  own  merits. 
They  are  either  entitled  to  compensation  for  the 
losses  sustained  by  them,  or  they  are  not  eotitfed. 
If  they  are  entitled,  it  is  just,  and  honor  compeU 
you  to  relieve  ihem  to  the  extent  of  their  loss, 
and  that,  too,  on  principle.  Now,  sir,  fot  the 
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priaciple  of  this  ameiidineat.  Bf  ttsproTisioos, 
some  of  these  CaDtdiaos  will  gel  ten  ttines  more, 
perhaps,  thaa  ever  they  were  worth  in  property, 
aod  some  of  them  will  get  tec  times  less  thaa  the 
loss  they  have  aciaally  sustained.  A  private  sol- 
dier m^j  hare  been  worth  more  than  his  coloael, 
major,  or  captaio ;  yet  his  colonel  will  get  aioe 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  his  major  eight  Huadred, 
his  captain  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  him- 
self bat  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Is  this 
doing  josttce  on  principle  7  Away  with  such 
jnstice  as  this !  it  nas  no  charms  for  me.  I  had 
like  to  have  said  it  woald  be  abturd— I  will  say 
it—and  if  it  is  not,  that  word  ought  not  to  have 
■  place  in  the  English  langnage.  It  shall  not ; 
and  I  will  insert  in  its  place  the  word  ridiatlotu. 
These  Canadians  are  to  be  considered  as  oar  own 
disbanded  officers,  and  to  be  rewarded  as  such  for 
their  gallant  services — not  indemnified  for  their 
losses — by  the  same  scale,  too,  that  our  own  offi- 
cers have  been  proposed  to  be  rewarded. 

JBut,  sir,  I  suppose  our  own  officers  are  not 
equally  meritorious,  or  that  it  would  take  a  little 
more  land  to  reward  them.  Sir,  I  fear  this  latter 
ground  is  the  grand  objection  and  secret  which' 
has  rejected  the  bounty  to  your  own  disbanded 
officers.  Sir,  the  Canadians  ought  to  be  indem- 
nified, and  our  own  officers  rewarded;  and  al- 
though their  cases  are  perfectly  distinct  in  prin- 
ciple, yet  they  are  both  meritorious  claims  on 
yoor  bounty.  Humanity  and  every  noble  prin- 
eiple  of  our  nature  cry  aloud  in  their  fkror.  Sir, 
what  do  these  Canadians  ask  of  yon?  They  do 
not  ask  a  reward,  they  ask  indemnity  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  Ibem  in  consequence  of  baring  joined 
your  standard  in  the  late  war. 

Sir,  the  motion  which  I  shall  presently  have 
the  honor  to  submit,  is  intended  to  nave  the  truth, 
and  the  real  merits  of  the  case  of  these  Cana* 
dians  laid  before  us,  that  we  may  meet  theur  case 
fairly  and  manfully. 

S»,  it  Is  laid  that  some  of  these  Canadians  hare 
lost  twenty  thousand  dollars  ?  And  pray,  sir,  is 
that  the  objection  to  our  paying  it.  If  it  was  an 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  it  is  not  the  less  just. 
Plelo  your  poverty  and  your  bankruptcy,  but 
never  deny  your  debt.  I  suspect  that  some  of 
these  Cauadians  have  not  lost  twenty  dollars  in 

Eroperty.  I  am  for  paying  each  in  proportion  to 
is  netual  loss.  I  more,  Uierefore,  that  this  bill, 
as  amended,  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  with  instructions  to  report  to 
the  House  the  facts  which  constitute  the  elaiou  of 
these  Canadian  refugees. 

Mr.  Babbour  opposed  the  commitment,  and 
defended  the  principle  substituted,  on  his  motion, 
by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  yesterday. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  stated  his  reasons 
against  recommitment,  and  for  wishing  the  sub* 
ject  to  be  acted  on  in  its  present  shape. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jacksou,  of  Virginia,  the 
faiU  was  so  amended,  as  to  exclude  from  the 
prorinoas  of  the  bill  such  refugees  as  were  en- 
urted,  and  to  extend  them  imly  to  volnnteers. 


Mr.  Jacebom  then  renewed  a  motion  previously 
made  by  Mr.  Hammond,  without  success,  to  grant 
to  those  of  the  refugees  who  served  as  prirates 
in  the  serrice,  an  additional  allowance  of  three 
months  pay ;  which  motion  was  now  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  then  stated  bis  ob* 
jections  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  to  the  bill  in  its  present  shape.  He 
protested  with  zeal  against  giving  preference  to 
ibe  refugees  over  such  of  our  own  citizens  as  had 
served  in  the  late  war,  and  who,  on  being  die- 
banded,  hare  been  denied  a  similar  botinty.  He 
was,  however,  warmly  in  favor  of  remunerating, 
to  a  reasonable  extent,  the  refugees  in  question^ 
for  their  tosses,  sufferings  and  services ;  and  pre- 
ferred the  principle  of  relief  originally  propoeed. 
*  Mr.  Wbiobt  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Si>eaker,  1  am  sorry  to  discover  such  aa 
indisposition  to  remunerate  the  petiticmers,  wbO| 
by  proclamalioo,  were  invited  to  join  the  Amer* 
ican  standard,  being  then  subjects  of  Great  Brit* 
ain,resident  in  Canada.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  says,  that  "  it  is  immoral  to 
encourage  crime and  be,  therefore,  is  opposed 
to  giring  these  gentlemen  the  amount  of  their 
losses  by  confiscatioUj  which  ibey  hare  sustained 
by  their  confidence  in  the  faith  of  this  nation, 
pledged  by  that  proclamation.  Sir,  in  the  ab- 
stract I  admire  the  purity  of  the  gentleman's 

rrinciples,  and  was  that  question  fairly  before  ns, 
shottld  view  the  subject  as  he  does.  But  that 
is  not  the  qneaiioa :  but  whether  ve  shall  foUl 
the  promises  of  the  Oorernment,  in  indemnifyii^ 
these  gentlemen  for  their  losses  sustained  in  jmn- 
ing  the  American  standard,  by  the  invitation  of 


cannot  but  support  the  conduct  of  the  Adminw- 
tratfon  in  their  proclamation,  and  of  course  the 
claim  of  the  gentlemen  claiming  under  that  pro- 
clamation. Sir,  the  lem  talimit  iniposed  that 
policy  on  this  Administration.  The  British  arts 
of  seduction  of  the  Indians  and  negroes  to  join 
their  standard,  and  imbrue  their  hands  in  the 
blood  thnr  fellovr-eitizens  and  masters,  admits 
of  no  doubt ;  nay,  sir,  in  time  of  peace,  their  at- 
tempts to  seduce  whole  States  from  allegtanee} 
through  the  agency  of  the  noted  Henry,  hu  been 
fully  proved,  attbon^  he  failed  to  efiect  the  ob- 
ject of  his  demoralizing  mission,  owing  to  the 
unshaken  fidelity  of  the  citizens  of  that  region, 
so  pridefttUy  called  the  cradle  of  the  Revolution. 
I  ask,  with  this  evidence  before  the  eyes  of  onr 
Government,  could  they,  in  justice  to  the  nation, 
foregotbisactof retaliation?  Ipresnmenot.  Bn^ 
sir,  if  that  act  was  in  itself  improper,  it  having 
been  done  by  authority,  and  the  United  Sutes 
having  obtained  the  benefits,  can  it  be  possible 
that  honorable  men  can  deny  to  these  gentlemen 
that  remuneration  which  reason  and  justice  enti- 
tled them  to  expect.  A  number  of  these  gentlemen 
were  natives  of  the  Onlted  Sutes,  who,  unwil- 
ling to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their 
relatires  and  eonntrymen,  und«  this  proelamar 
tion  joined  die  Ameriean  sundard ;  to  these  the 
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objwUoDi  do  notso  direcUf  apply,  bat  to  me,  that 
«aa  make  do  dutiaetios,  wcauat  the  neuara  of 
nmvneiratioi  i«  not  to  be  regaUtcd  by  the  Umit  of 
the  proclamatioo,  and  u  all  were  alike  iDvited,  so 
iJl  ve  equally  entitled  to  the  same  remnBemion. 
!■  the  war  of  tbe  Revolution  the  native  tons  of 
America  were  all  iovited  to  join  oar  itudard ;  we 
considered  all  Amerieaos  as  tbe  Ameriean  nataU 
$oiutnj  and  we  considered  these  invitations  to  tbem 
to  none  with  us  to  defend  America  against  for- 
eign oniresaioDs,as  most  justly  growing  out  of  the 
state  01  afiairs  in  whieb  we  found  ourselves  at 
the  coranencemeot  of  the  war— and  L  therefore, 
shall  most  cordially  vote  for  their  relief^  in  the 
eases  before  as,  which  a  jnst  and  wise  policy  in- 
duces the  Qovcroinent  to  adopt,  and  ibeir  devo- 
tion to  this  country,  and  their  eoefidenoe  in  iir 
pledged  faith,  induced  tbem  to  embrace. 

Mr.  MoLbah,  of  Ohio,  followed  on  the  same 
aide.  He  defended  tbe  ebaraeter  of  the  volnn- 
teen  from  the  aspenions  eaat  oa  them,  and  advo- 
eatad  the  pro|»iety  of  relieving  th«n  according 
to  the  principle  first  proposed,  in  preference  to 
ennpensation  according  to  rank. 

Mr.  KiHo.  of  MassaehDeetts,  likewise  opposed 
tbe  report  ot  the  committee,  and  stated  bis  reaHme 
for  ducrinunating  between  these  pers(ws  and 
soeh  onr  private  citizens  as  had  soBered  loss; 
and  ntged  tbe  superiority  of  tbe  former  plan  or 
remaoeraiioD. 

Mr.  Qrobvbi^or  replied  to  the  argument  of 
diaoriminatioo,  advanoed  bv  Mr.  Kjno,  and  dis- 
puted tbe  existeooe  of  any  difference  in  tbe  oases 
of  tbe  spfieriag  refageca  and  oar  own  eiiizens ;  to 
wbom*- 

Mr.  IxflBAH  and  Mr.  Nslboh  aaceeeiively  re- 
plied. 

Ml.  SBaoBAHT  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  NsLaon 
and  others,  and  generally  against  any  Indemnifi- 
eatioa  of  tne  vonuteers  in  question. 

AftM  an  unenecessfnl  motion  by  Mr.  Hall,  to 
lay  the  bill  oa  tbe  table  for  tbe  pmpose  of  hav- 
ing it  primed,  and  some  ezpluatery  remarks 
from  Mr.  IhohaHi  the  qoeation  on  coacnrriag  in 
the  report  of  the  Commiuee  of  the  Whole,  (to 
apportion  the  bounty  aoeordin|;  to  raak)  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affir* 
tive — yeas  85,  nays  4JB^  as  follows  c 

Tba»— Messn.  Adgate,  Anher,  Atherton,  Bur,  Bar- 
boor,  BsBsett,  Bi^liM,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdseye, 
Blowit,Boas,BradMiiy,  Biwkeoxidge,  Brooks,  Brown, 
Biysn,  Ca^Ti  CbMtnpma,  ClitppeU,  Cbdt  of  Ken- 
tnuy:,  Clendennui,  Coiastock,  Coeper,  Cummer,  Dsr* 

ttlgton,  DaveDpoittEd'HartJB,  GutOll,Qold,  GoodwyO, 
GrilEn,  Groevenor,  Halin,  HutiuDondiHBrdiii,  Hswes, 
Hcisl«r,  Ho[ikiaai>n,  Hugcr,  Hnlbot,  Hnngerford,  Ir- 
ving r^ewr  Vork,  Jackson,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginis, 
Lewis,  Lovott,  Lyaa,  McCoy,  McKee,  Moseley,  Ifew- 
tOD,  liojea.  Picketing,  Pipei,  Pleisants,  Reed,  Ser- 
getnt(  I^Tsge,  Schejick]  8b«Qey,  Smith  of  PoniMyl- 
^soia,  Spaid)  of  Tirginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  fitarges, 
TkUmsdge,  Ttie,  T«u],  Ttyioi  of  Seath  Carolins, 
Tcl&ir,  Thomss.  TownseDd,  Taeker.  Yoee,  WeUsce, 
WtbBier,  Whpalon,  WhltdBide,  Willisms,  Woodward, 
'Wrifkt,  YsBcey  and  Tates. 

Nue— Mens.  Alncender.Baker,  Bateun,  BtrdaaU, 
BuBwIe,  Bnrwel^  Cdhonn,  Cune^  Clarke  of  27orth 


FBnSDABT,  ISia. 

Camliiu,  Cloptea,  Condict,  Crawlbtd,  Crsightan, 
Cotbbert,  Desha.  Goldsboroagh,  Helo,  Headsnon, 
Ingham,  Jewett,  J^son  of  Kentucky,  Kiag  of  Mas- 
saehuaetu.  Langdon,  Law,  Lumpkin,  ICaday,  Maaoi^ 
Mayrant,  McLean  of  Kentneky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mil- 
nor,  Moore,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Ormsby,  Powell, 
Soane,  Root,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Taylor  of 
New  York,  TVot^  Ward  of  New  York,  Wendovar, 
Wilcox,  Wilkin,  ^itruionghby,  Themaa  Wilson,  and 
William  WUson 

Ordered,  That  tbe  said  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  as  originally  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enaded,  btf  the  Senate  aidHoute  efj^treta^ 
iaiivea  of  ike  Vmted  Staiet  of  Amenta  tn  Congrm 
aeaembkdt  Tbst  it  shall  be  daty  of  tbe  Secxetaiy 
of  State,  aa  aoon  as  may  be  after  tbe  peaeage  of  flos 
act,  to  ai^int  two  conunissiimerB  to  irttminift  into  and 
ascertain,  in  a  flummaiT  way,  tbe  actual  loaaee  of  real 
estate  sustained  by  sues  persons  as  were,  at  tiie  oom- 
meneement  of  Ae  late  war  between  tbe  United  States 
and  Great  Britein,  inbalntants  of  the  pronnee  of  JJppea 
Canada;  and  who,  daring  tbe  nid  war,  joined  tbe 
armies  of  tbe  Untted  States^  were  slain,  tied  in  aervioe, 
w  eoatinaed  tluMin  nntfl  hoaerabty  Aaofaaagad,  and 
whose  loease  shall  have  been  oceasiMied  by  their  thas 
abandoning  tbe  Britiili  and  joining  the  Anenean 
csnss. 

8nc.  9.  And  he  it  futiher  enacted.  That  it  Aail  bs 
the  du^  of  tbe  said  oommisstonen  to  giv«  netioe  Ac 
four  weeks  sueceasively,  in  the  newqutpcn  printed  tn 
the  villages  of  BuiUo  and  Batavie.  in  tu  Stateof  Naw 
York,  ipedfying  the  time  when,  and  place  where,  tii^ 
will  meet,  and  leqoLring  all  persons  mtereated  to 
sent  their  claims  tm  the  day  specified  in  an^  notrae; 
and  the  said  commiaaioners  shall  meet,  pursuant  to 

their  notice,  on  or  belbre  the  day  of  next,  at 

Williamsrille,  in  tbe  county'  of  Niagara,  and  State  of 
New  York ;  and  after  having  taken  an  oath,  b^fcn 
some  judicial  officer  of  said  State.  fiuthAiUy  and  impa^ 
tially  to  execute  the  duties  enjoined  on  them  by  tiM 
set,  shall  jnwceed  to  inquire  into  the  leasee  wl^b  the 
persons  aftreeaid  have^  tat  the  cansa  afineaaid,  raspeih 
tiTaly  sustained.  The  said  comndarioaara  ahaB  Iwf* 
power  to  administer  Mtfaa  or  afflnnationa  to  witnessw, 
and  sbsll  not  tiAe  the  endenee  of  any  vritaeKwho 
shall  not  be  sworn  or  affinaed  by  them ;  tbey  sbA  ad- 
jonra  fiom  dqr  to  day.  until  tbey  shall  have  cemptotsd 
the  objects  of  thsir  commission:  Pnmdadt  hemenei 
That  no  claim  for  losses  shell  be  received.or  nreminsd 
by  tbam,  which  shall  not  be  presented  to  them  withia 
tbe  space  of  weeka  after  theyehaU  hava  eoavaned 
pursuant  to  the  said  notice.  And  it  ^all  be  the  fki^ 
tber  duty  of  the  said  commissioners,  after  they  ihlll 
have  completed  tbe  examination  aforesaid,  to  report 
their  proceedings  to  tbe  Commissioner  of  tbe  Lend 
Office,  tt^ether  with  a  list  of  the  penons  who  shall 
have  satirfietorily  established  losses,  and  tbe  amoont 
of  snch  losaeo  reiq>ectiTdy. 

Sxc.  8.  And  he  it  further  enaetedt  Th^  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  ComBdssiMier  of  the  Land  Ofiee 
to  issne  to  eadi  of  the  said  persons  a  certificate  ef  the 
amoont  of  tha  loaaes  estaUidied  by  him  or  hw,  oadw 
the  provisione  of  tbia  act;  and  in  case  of  the  desth  a 
any  psiBMi,  whose  Iseess  shall  be  establiriied  ii  store- 
said,  then  the  said  certificate  shall  be  issnsd  to  Ui 
widow.wif  no  widow  to  tlw  child  or  chttdrea  of  sash 
deceased  person;  which  ceitifieate  shaU  be  raesivsd  to 
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<h«  imont  iptrifiad  in  il^  bntwiOont  intenst,  in  ra^ 
jft^tatut  €at  tlie  pnblle  Iindc  wUdi  mn' bnrsafter  m 
mM  in  Uw  Twnilories  of  lodiu*  and  lUiiioii:  Pro- 
vUed,  howeMT,  aad  it  ii  hertiiy  txpnuly  deelaredt 
That  tbc  wMe  amoont  of  eertificstatf  intwd  under 

tfak  act  ihall  not  eiCMd  the  ram  of  iboaaand  dot* 

hn ;  and  in  oaae  thf  assrcfaie  amount  of  Iohm  r«> 
ported  bj  Uw  Mtd  commiuionen  idiaU  exceed  the  eaid 
mm  of— -tkowaad  dtrilaii^  then  the  esrtificata  to  be 
iamed  by  the  CommiHioiier  of  tfie  Land  Office  to  eadi 
claimant,  ■ball  not  be  for  the  whole  amoont  of  the  loae 
lostaiaed  bim  or  her,  but  only  for  a  aum  propor- 
tioned to  biaor  her  actual  Io«,as  the  aaid  aum  of— 
tbouaand  doUara  ia  to  the  aggregate  of  all  the  foiaei  ao 
reported. 

Sbc.  4.  And  bt  U  Jur&ttr  maeted,  That  eaeh  of  the 
conuniaaionera,  to  be  appointed  in  purraance  of  thia 
act,  iball  receive,  out  of  the  Treaaury  of  the  United 
Stidea,  the  lum  <Nf  —  for  each  and  eTciy  day  he  ahall 
be  employed  in  diecbaiging  the  dutiea  requiied  of  him 
by  tbie  act. 

And  as  ameaded,  it  will  read — 

Be  ii  emuUd,  by  tht  Senate  and  House  of  Rnrteent' 
ativa  of  the  Umted  Statu  of  America  in  Coa^rtaa 
QMaembied,  That  all  aocb  peraona  aa  bad  bean  dtiaeni 
of  tfie  United  Stalea  anterm  to  the  late  wari  and  were 
at  ita  commencement  inbabitantt  of  the  province  of 
Canada,  and  who  during  tbe  aaid  war  joined  the  ar- 
ttiea  of  the  United  States  as  volunteers,  and  were  slain, 
died  in  service,  or  continued  therein  till  honorably  dia- ; 
dUTged,  shall  be  entitled  to  tbe  following  quantities  of 
land,  respectively,  viz :  Each  colonel  to  nine  hundred 
and  sixty  «rea;  each  majtv  to  eight  hundred  acres; 
Mcb  eaptuB  to  rix  hundred  and  fatty  aeres;  eadi 
nbaHera  officer  to  foot  hmdred  and  eigli^  aerea; 
eaeh  non-eommiasioned  officer,  mnsidan,  or  private, 
to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acree;  and  the  benntias 
afcreaaid  tball  extend  to  the  medical  and  other  stai( 
who  ekaB  rairii  aceordittg  to  their  p^.  And  it  sfa^ 
be  lawfiil  for  tbe  said  peiaoaa  to  locate  their  clauas  in 
qnarter  sectiooa  upon  an^r  of  the  onanropriated  lands 
of  the  United  8tatea  within  tbe  Indiana  Territory, 
which  shall  have  been  surveyed  prior  to  such  location, 
with  the  exception  of  salt  ^nnga  and  lead  mines 
thmm,  and  <rf  the  qnantitiea  <n  land  adjacent  thereto, 
whidi  may  be  reservod  for  tbe  nae  of  the  same  by  tbe 
Ptesjdent  of  Ae  United  States,  and  the  section  number 
dxteen  in  every  township  to  be  granted  to  tbe  inhabi- 
tants of  racb  township  for  the  use  of  public  sdiools; 
wbidi  locationa  shall  be  subject  to  such  regulations,  as 
to  priority  of  choice,  and  tbe  manner  of  location,  aa  the  ' 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  preecrfiw. 

Sic.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  tbe  Secret 
tary  for  tbe  Department  of  War  for  the  time  being 
sh^,  ftom  time  to  time,  under  such  rules  and  regular 
tiou,  as  to  evidence,  aa  the  President  of  the  United 
Statea  ihaD  prescribe,  iseue  to  eveiy  poaon  conuM 
wiUun  the  description  aforesaid  a  warrant  for  auch 
mantity  of  land  as  he  may  be  entitled  to  by  vhtue  of 
the  atorwald  provirion ;  and  in  caae  of  the  death  of 
such  peiaon,  then  such  vrarrant  shall  be  issued  to  bis 
widow,  or  if  no  widow,  to  his  diiM  or  children. 

Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  fitriher  enaetedt  That  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  autfteih 
isBd  and  requEred  to  pay  to  eadt  of  tbe  persons  afore- 
said three  months  additionid  p^,  aecmdlng  to  tbe  rank 
thn  lemeetivdy  hM  in  the  Army  of  Ihs  United  Stake 
dawifnt  lata  war. 


MILITARY  SERVICES. 

Tbe  House  then  proceeded  to  the  other  part  of 
the  report  of  the  Commiueeof  the  Whole,  being 
their  amendments  to  the  bill  making  farther  pro- 
vision for  military  services  dortng  the  late  war. 

After  agreeing  to  the  other  ameadments  of  the 
committee,  the  question  was  stated  on  coticnt- 
rlng  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  strili- 
ing  oat  tbe  third  section  of  tbe  bill  (which  pro> 
Tided  a  boautyio  land  to  the  dbbaoded  officers  of 
the  late  army.) 

Mr.  Nblbon,  of  Virginia,  expressed  a  hope 
that  those  who  bad  just  voted  a  similar  bounty 
to  the  Canadian  refugees,  would  not  deny  it  to 
oor  own  o6lee» 

Mr.  TiLPAiK  and  Ur.  Shitr  of  Maryland  op- 
posed  tbe  report  of  the  eooimittee  and  uvocatod 
the  boQDiy. 

Mr.  LttMncm  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Bpenker,  it  is  with  diffidence,  upon  aoy  oo- 
ehsion,  that  I  riso  to  submit  nry  views  and  optif- 
ion*  to  this  honorable  hody.  And  upon  the  prei- 
eiit  occasion  my  emfanrraasment  Is  increased ;  bo- 
cause  I  rise  in  opposition  to  a  meaaare  etoanating 
from  a  source  which  I  highly  respect.  Tfaik 
measure  has  also  received  tbe  sanction  of  the  Bfillh 
tary  Committee,  and  the  sopport  of  many  oth«r 
bottorable  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  amongst  whom 
are  most  of  my  wortby  colleagaes.  But  upon 
this,  as  well  aa  all  other  questions  presented  to 
this  Honse  for  consideratioo,  I  ftel  mvself  botmd 
to  examine  and  iuvestlgate  for  myieff,  and  then 
pariua  that  coarse  whtcb  my  o#tt  best  jadgment 
may  dictate  to  be  right.  And  upon  dae  emmolt- 
rioD  of  this  rabjeet,  the  remit  has  bwa,  that  I  >A 
constrained  lo  conclade  that  it  will  be  partial  and 
impoHtie  to  give  the  proposed  donaxion  is  lands 
to  the  disbanded  officera  of  the  late  Armry  of  ttta 
United  Bifties.  First,  let  us  examtae  hoW  theaa 
offices  were  created,  and  bow  those  gentismn 
came  into  them.  Tbe  necessity  of  hanaga  largt 
aum^ber  of  military  officers,  grew  oat  of  the  war 
in  which  this  country  has  recently  been  engaged 
with  a  formidable  enemy. 

Tte  various  laws  paned  by  Congress  fos  rais- 
ing armies,  pointed  out  tbe  number  of  officers  ne> 
ocssery  to  command  those  armies;  also  the  pay 
and  subsistence  that  they  should  be  entitled  to 
receive  for  their  services.  And  I  presume  they 
have  received  the  fbll  amount  held  out  to  tlMflS 
at  the  time  they  engaoed  in  the  service;  aifd 
therefore,  as  has  been  admitted  by  my  friend  and 
oolleagae,  aa  well  as  every  other  gentleman  wba 
has  spoken  on  that  aide  of  the  question,  they  ban 
no  just  claims  on  tbe  Government.  But  tae  ap^ 
peal  is  made  to  tbe  magnanimity  and  liberality 
of  Congress,  Sir,  I  admire  liberality  in  Govern- 
ments,  as  well  as  individuals.  But  I  differ  wllh 
some  gentlemen  in  the  selection  of  otgects  to  be- 
stow liberality  upon.  I  have  no  disposition  to  be^ 
stow  my  charity  or  liberality  where  no  necessity 
exists;  lam  not  dispoecd  to  make  myaeleetton 
from  the  elevhted  ranks  of  life.  I  wiU  now  make 
tbe  inquiry,  bow  those  officers  ctme  into  office? 
They  were  not  pressed  into  the  service  of  tb^ii 
country,  bat  in  most  eases  wwe  personally,  or 
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their  frieods,  ipplicants  for  the  commaDds  which 
they  bare  held;  indeed  there  was  a  great  many 
more  applicants  than  there  were  offices  lo  bestow, 
which  proves  that  it  was  not  a  very  objectiooabte 
or  disagreeable  service,  to  the  patriotic  and  gal- 
Unt  yoaog  gentlemea  of  this  country.  And  it  is 
a  Bobject  of  regret  that  the  best  in  every  instance 
«onld  not  have  been  selected  from  the  namerous 
•eaodidatei.  Bat  I  do  not  intend  to  inainoate  bat 
that  it  waa  intended  in  every  case  to  sdeet  those 
who  were  best  qtialified,  bat  from  the  nature  of 
the  cue  it  eoald  not  be  done.  Mnch  has  been 
said,  in  r^rd  to  the  pay  of  the  officer  and  the 
soldier.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  pay  and 
boanty  of  the  soldier  was  raised  extravagantly 
high,  becaase  it  was  with  difficulty  that  they  could 
heprocQred;  and  that  the  pay  of  the  officers  was 
pared  down  as  low  as  possible,  because  there  was 
a  great  number  ready  to  take  commands.  I  ad- 
mit that  it  was  difficult  to  procure  soldiers,  and 
tberewas  always  a  plenty  ready  to  take  commands.  ■ 
Bat  I  claim  the  attention  of  the  House,  while  I  ex- 
amine what  was  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  the 
soldier,  that  we  may  be  able  to  judge  correctly  on 
this  subject.  I  find  the  pay  of  a  major  general 
(including  forage  and  rations)  to  be  two  hundred 
and  forty-five  dollars  per  month ;  two  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  forty  dollars  per  year,  and  more 
than  eight  dollars  per  day.  A  brigadier  general, 
one  hundred  and  ibiny-two  dollars  per  month, 
and  fifteen  hundr«d  and  eighty-four  dollars  per 
year.  A  colonel,  ninety-three  dollars  per  month, 
and  eleven  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  per  year. 
A  major,  sixty-four  dollars  per  month,  and  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  per  year.  A 
captain  forty-three  dollars  per  month,  and  five 
hnndred  and  sixteen  dollars  per  year ;  and  thus 
fradoaUy  decreasing,  down  to  the  third  Ueuten- 
anL  The  high  pay  of  the  soldier  that  has  been 
so  much  dwelt  upon,  was  daring  the  war  raised 
to  eiglit  dollars  per  month,  and  oinety-six  doUan 
per  year,  besides  his  bounty  in  money  and  land. 
Since  the  conclusion  of  peace,  his  pay  is  redaced 
to  five  dollars  per  month. 

I  admit  the  assertion,  that  no  countrr  has  re- 
warded or  paid  their  soldiers  higher  than  this. 
Bn^  in  its  principles  and  form,  our  Gorernment 
difiers  from  all  otber^  and  I  rqoiee  that  it  does; 
here  we  have  no  distinctions  but  such  as  arise 
fltoB  merit,  from  intrinsic  worth  of  character; 
thoefore  there  shoold  not  be  so  mnch  difference 
between  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  this, 
as  in  other  countries.  If  we  were  to  pursue  the 
example  of  the  European  nations,  I  know  that 
we  should  forget  the  soldier,  and  make  liberal 
provision  for  toe  officers.  In  Great  Britain,  if 
once  an  officer  you  are  always  so,  at  least  their 
offioers  receive  half  pay  for  Ufe.  But  in  this  ooon- 
try,  if  we  adhere  to  the  principles  of  our  own 
QoTernment,  we  ought  to  reward  merit,  not  rank. 
Let  as  follow  the  example  of  the  immortal  Wash- 
IHOTOM.  the  ptdilioat  Father  of  his  Country.  Ex- 
amine fafs  letters  to  the  hlarqois  Lafayette  and 
other  friends,  on  his  retnminjg  from  the  command 
of  tile  Amencan  Atmr,  at  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
huionaty  war.  Hefelthiouelfeased&omaloed 
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of  public  care,  and  anticipated  the  pleasure  of 
spending  the  remainder  uf  his  days  as  a  private 
citizen,  on  the  benkE  of  the  Potomac,  in  the  iprac- 
tice  of  the  domestic  virtues.  He  asked  of  the 
Government  no  remuneration  for  bis  all4mBert- 
ant  services;  and  when  his  native  State  (Vir- 
ginia) offered  him  donations,  be  declined  aoeept- 
mg,and  recommended  that  the  fond  proposed  to  be 
vested  in  him,  should  be  apidied  to  useful  obieeis. 
Mr.  Speaker  let  as  follow  the  example  of  onr 
WASBiNQToif,  and  closely  adhere  to  oor  own 
rinciples  and  form  of  Government.  In  aocieat 
istory  I  recollect  reading  of  a  nation,  who  re- 
ceived its  laws  immediateTy  from,  and  was  gov- 
erned by  the  Supreme  Ruler  ot  the  Universe; 
and  while  they  were  content  with  their  good  form 
of  government  tber  prospered,  and  were  more 
blessed  and  happy  than  all  the  nations  which  sur- 
rounded them ;  but  they  became  wicked  aod  then 
dissatisfied,  and  asked  for  a  king  to  rule  over 
them;  and  the  reason  why  they  asked  a  king, 
was,  that  they  might  be  like  other  oations.  The 
request  of  this  people  was  grsoted — a  king  was 
given  to  them — their  pride  was  gratified ;  out  in 
obtaining  a  king,  they  procured  a  curse,  and  not 
'  a  blessing.  I  have  no  doubt  bnt  this  nation  has 
been  equally  blessed  andprotected  by  the  guardian 
care  of  a  kind  and  indulgent  Providence;  audi 
am  confident  that  we  do  err,  whenever  we  depart 
from  the  spirit  and  nature  of  our  own  repnbliean 
iostiiutioos,  and  assimilate  our  laws  or  otdicf  to 
those  of  other  countries,  whose  forms  of  govern- 
ment esseatially  differ  from  ours  in  first  priociiAeB. 

I  will  now  call  the  atteatioo  of  the  Honse  to 
the  provision  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  officers, 
aod  the  number  proposed  to  be  ben^tted  thereby. 
The  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  iofoim- 
ed  the  House  the  other  day,  that  there  was  between 
fifteen  hundred  and  two  thousand  disbanded  offi- 
cers to  be  provided  for;  and  that  the  land  pro- 

Eosed  to  be  given  to  them  was  upwards  of  nine 
uodred  thousand  acres,  nearly  one  million.  And 
from  the  most  acearate  calculations  which  I  have 
been  able  to  make,  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  the  number  ol  officers  and  quantity  of  Isod 
are  both  estimated  too  low.  But,  in  justice  to  the 
disorganized  officera^  permit  me  to  My,  that  1  ea- 
lertam  no  doubt  but  many  of  them  entered  the 
service  of  their  country  from  the  most  pure,  up* 
right,  and  patriotic  motives,  and  that  many  of  thtn 
have  done  honor  to  themselves  and  to  the  eooQtry 
for  which  they  fought ;  they  have  gained  vo  in- 
perishable  fame  that  is  riveted  in  the  hearts  of  the 
American  people;  a  fame  more  durable  tlitn  a 
marble  monumenu  They  are  entitled  to, 
are  daily  receiving  the  honors  and  giatitade 
Whieb'tbeir  fellow-citizens  have  to  bestow.  Let 
us  not  tarnish  their  fame  aod  merit  by  any  act « 
ours,  which  will  make  those  honorable  men  ap- 
pear to  posterity  in  the  light  of  mercenaries. 

But,  sir,  I  am  compelled  to  say,  that  many  O' 
those  officers  have  no  claim  on  their  Gorernmuil' 
There  were  many,  who  during  the  war  werfl  hr- 
ing  in  laxary  and  dissipation,  spending  their  u>e 
in  idleness  and  pleasure,  at  their  reeruiliDg  'ta- 
tions,  and  frequently  their  condiwt  ma  sinb|tn« 
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they  were  so  litUe  respected  bjr  the  commanitjr 
where  they  were  statioaed,  that  ihejr  ticarcely 
enlisted  a  man,  and  I  hare  no  doubt  they  iajured 
the  caune  they  were  io  honor  bound  lo  support. 
Tbcy  w«re  living  upon  (he  GoTernment,  without 
rendering  the  smallest  benefit  toiL 

Delicacy  and  decorum  forbid  the  mention  of 
names,  bat  is  it  not  known  to  every  centleman 
on  this  floor,  that  there  were  officers  of  the  regu- 
lar army  not  worthy  lo  be  compared  with  many 
of  onr  militia  officers  f  And  yet,  nothing  is  said 
aboDt  donations  of  land  for  those  brare,  palrioiie, 
ToUinteer  militia  officers,  whose  heroic  deeds  hare 
immortalized  and  recorded  their  names  in-  the 
hearts  of  the  American  people. 

Sir,  it  is  known  to  yon,  it  is  Icoown  co  every 
member  of  this  Honse,  that  many  of  the  militia 
officers  have  achieved  far  more  honor  io  defend- 
ing their  country's  rights,  than  many  of  those  offi- 
cers that  we  are  now  called  upon  to  make  pro- 
TisioB  for.  I  call  niran  gentlemen  to  say,  if  this 
ia  sound  policy  ?  If  thia  is  adrainuieriag  justice 
with  an  impartial  hand?  Sir,  I  cannot  foijiet, 
and  delieacw  ahall  not  prevent  me  from  mention- 
iDg,  the  tmi*  and  services  of  4he  militia  of  that 
Statewhieh  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
But  first,  permit  me  to  say,  that  from  anything 
which  I  have  seen,  emanating  from  any  depart- 
ment of  the  Oovernment,  it  would  appear,  that 
the  Qsefal  serv'ices  of  the  Gkorgta  militia,  and  the 
merit  of  the  officen  who  commanded  them,  had 
not  reached  the  War  Department. 

Bnt.  be  this  as  it  may,  the  intrepidity  and  bra- 
very of  the  militia  of  the  South  will  long  be  re- 
membered by  the  people  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  Can  I  feel  justified  with  myself  to  rote 
donations,  indiscriminateljr,  to  the  regular  officers, 
some  of  whom  hare  been  worse  than  useless  to 
the  Government^  while  the  arduous  and  import- 
ait  military  semeea  of  Fiord,  Newnan,  Thwnas, 
and  many  others  who  acted  with  them,  are  fresh 
in  my  reeoltectioiL  and  are  pasMd  over,  entirely 
neglected?  Sir,  these  men,  not  half  supplied  by 
the  agents  of  the  Government,  at  the  head  of  a 
brave  and  patriotic  militiaf  sought  and  found  the 
savage  foe  in  the  wilderness,  and  carried  terror 
into  the  heart  of  their  country.  And  when  attack- 
ed, and  turroonded  by  a  numerous  host  of  yelling 
savages— and  that  in  the  awful  solemnity  of  the 
night,  without  fortifications,  t»eastworks,  or  sbel- 
tor— every  officer,  every  soldier,  was  immoveably 
firm  to  their  duty,  and  the  enemy  put  to  flight 
with  severe  loss. 

Bat  such  men  as  these  are  foigotten  here.  It 
is  the  odicers  of  the  regular  army  that  must  be 
Ptnvided  for.  It  ha«  been  said,  that  the  militia 
does  not  complain;  and  if  the  question  now  under 
eoQstderation  was  sulnnitted  to  the  officers  of  the 
militia,  they  would  be  in  favor  of  granting  the 
proposed  donations.  Admit  these  statements  to 
be  triM,  and  the  answer  is,  to  the  praise  of  the  gii- 
utia  be  it  spoken,  that  they  have  mnle  no  com- 
plaints; and  to  the  officers  who  possess  so  much 
disbtcrested  generosity  as  to  grant  to  others  that 
which  is  dm  to  thcouelves.  The  donations  pro- 
po**d  lo  be  gives  are  apoken  of  by  genllemea  as 


a  mere  trifle.  It  has  also  been  said,  money  is  not 
asked  for,  it  is  lands,  and  that  we  bare  plenty  <tf 
land,  and  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try to  have  it  settled. 

I  will  ask,  if  all  (he  citizens  of  the  United 
States  are  not  interested  in  what  is  called  <3ov- 
ernmenr  land  1  And  does  not  this  land  average 
totheOorernment,  when8old,arevenue  of  atleaat 
two  dollars  per  acre  ?  Under  existing  laws  which 
have  been  passed  by  Congress,  for  the  disposition 
of  public  lands,  it  is  obliged  to  bring  two  dollaia 
per  acre  at  leasL  If  my  statement  be  correct,  we 
are  io  our  liberality  about  to  bestow  donations  in 
lands,  equal  in  value  to  two  millions  of  dollar^ 
upon  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  late  army.  To 
a  mind  that  estimates  the  necessity  of  economy 
in  Governments  as  I  do,  this  is  no  inconsiderable 
dooatioQ  or  gratuity.  For  my  part  I  cannot  re- 
concile it  to  my  feelings,  to  rote  a  direct'  tax  of 
thiee  millions  of  dollars  indiscriminately  on  the 
people,  and  then,  in  the  next  vote,  give  avray  two 
milliona  of  their  property.or  money  j  for  in  reality 
I  view  it  as  the  same  thing.  It  ia  elAr  to  my 
mind,  that  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  offie« 
has  been  better  than  that  of  the  soldier.  Ahdthe 
part  which  the  officer  is  required  to  act  in  per- 
forming his  duty,  is  certainly  the  most  pleasant 
and  agreeable  service.  The  situation  of  onr  sol- 
diers during  the  late  war,  io  many  instances,  has 
been  a  scene  calculated  to  excite  the  compassion 
of  the  hardest  heart.  When  we  consider  the 
hatdships  and  dangers  through  which  they  hare 
passed,  upon  a  bare  allowance  of  bread  and  beef, 
and  their  eight  dollars  per  month,  and  contrast  it 
with  the  pay  of  the  officers,  I  trust  the  conclasion 
witi  be,  that  the  liberality  of  the  Gtorernment  is 
not  more  pledged  to  the  officers  than  to  the  8<^- 
diera,  and  that  the  obligation  is  as  strong  to  many 
of  the  militia  ofiieeta  as  to  the  regulars. 

Mr.  MoEeb  made  some  remarks  which  could 
not  be  heard  by  the  Reporter ;  and  Mr.  Pioua- 
IHO,  explained  his  reasons  for  voting  in  favorof 
the  bounty  to  theCanadianfl,and  yet  against  ailow- 
ing  the  same  to  our  officers. 

Mr.  Caichon  said,  he  had  not  intended  to  say 
a  single  word  on  this  subject,  nor  should  heat 
this  time  have  troubled  the  House  with  a  single 
remark  in  addition  to  what  he  had  submitted  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  Honse,  a  few  days 
ago,  when  this  subject  was  under  consideration, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  arguments  which  had 
just  fallen  from  the  hooorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Shith.)  Sir,  there  is  no  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  who  has  a  higher  regard,  or 
feels  more  respect  for  that  class  of  individuals  who 
are  to  be  benefitted  by  the  passage  of  the  section 
of  the  bill,  which  is  now  the  subject  of  debate, 
than  I  hare.  I  have  not  forgotten  the  impwtant 
servien  many  of  them  have  rendered  in  oefenee 
of  our  country.  They  are  entitled  to,  and  will 
receive  the  gratitude  and  esteem  of  every  virtu- 
ous citizen  of  this  nation.  They  hare  covered 
themselves  with  glory  that  will  last  for  ages  to 
come — that  could  no^  in  the  smallest  d^ree,  bo 
increased  or  diminished  by  anything  it  is  posai- 
ble  for  me  to  say.  Bat,  air,  this  question  preseits 
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itMlf  to  DM,'  in  s  differeat  shape  from  that  in 
vhieh  it  seems  to  be  riewed  hy  the  boiwraUe 
gcQtleman  from  Marirlaod.  I  ask  you,  sir,  if  these 
officers,  who  hare  been  discharged  from  the  aer- 
vioe  of  the  DQiied  States,  are  (he  onlf  persons 
in  oar  country  who  are  entitled  to  oq^  respect, 
aiKltbe  liberality- of  this  nation  1  Dotis  justice 
m  policy  reqtilre  that  we  should  Klect  thiapartie- 
olar  clasi  of  men,  aa  the  only  objeeta  of  oar  grati- 
tude and  our  ftvor,  while  at  the  aame  tibte  we 
tttffU  ovr  badn  on  a  moch  lurger  uumber,  com* 
p«ed    the  0itizeii  8<rfdier»  of  out  eonntry,  eqaal- 
ly  meritorious,  who  hare  served  us  with  equal 
]Mrtriotism  and  equal  firmMsi^— the  gtdlaat  heroes, 
who  have  defcDded  oat  nation,  our  ri|^s  aud 
ovr  ltbtftieB,aad  hare  nobly  supported,  and  borne 
toar  GoTevnment  tbroagh  all  the  most  trying 
seeaes  of  this  war?  f  think  it  does  not.  In 
passing  on  this  snbjeet,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  consider 
that  an  unjust  and  improper  distinctioa  has  been 
made  between  the  disbanded  <^&oers  of  the  rega* 
lar  army,  and  the  eitlEens  of  our  eonntry,  who 
hare  serred  us  as  soldiers ;  and  to  grant  the  do- 
■ations  of  land  contemplated  by  this  section  of 
the  blH,  to  the  disbanded  officen  of  the  r^lar  ar- 
ay,8nd  withhold  an  equal  provision  from  others 
•q^iaUy  deaenring  the  boun^of  the  Oorernment, 
woqU,  in  my  opinim,  not  only  be  maUng  an 
oajost  diserimUiatlon  between  the  otieers  and 
aoldiart  of  the  r^ular  anny  but  also  between 
the  officers  of  the  regular  army  and  the  officers 
of  the  roluatean  aod  nllitia,  who  bare  rendered 
ua  equal  serrie&  a»  wett  as  the  soldier  who  has 
entered  oar  serriee  as  a  Toluaieer  or  militiaman, 
all  of  whom  hare  serred  us,  and  that  too  in  the 
most  trying  tkaes  of  diOoalcy,  daager  «1k1  alarm ; 
they  hare  rendered  important  serriees  to  this 
nation— they  hare  tak«  on  themselres  the  hum*' 
ble  though  arduous  duties  of  the  setdior-^bey 
bare  calmly  encountered  the  toib  of  the  camp, 
aad  the  dancers  of  the  field  of  battle^tbef  hare 
been  our  noble  and  gallant  defenders^  and  bare 
drtrea  from  oar  soli  and  our  shores  those  boasted 
hordes  of  British  slaves,  who  hare  vainly  at- 
tampted  to  lay  prostrate  oar  libwiias-^^hey  have 
done  their  duty,  their  deeds  are  wlthotit  a  parallel 
in  the  pages  of  history— they  hare  sofffered.  they 
have  bTed,  and  many  of  them  bare  aaerifieed  tbeir 
lires  on  the  altar  of  our  country's  honor.  Aai^ 
sir,  can  it  be  possiUe  that  the  members  of  this 
Hease  hare  forgotten  all  these  great  aaeriflces  and 
impertMH  serrioea  ?  Is  not  the  oitinn,  who  has 
s«r«d  uses  a  sfrfdier,  as  maeh  eniUed  to  otir 
consideraiion  as  the  man  who  has  served  ns  as 
an  officer ;  or  are  we  to  pass  bv  them  a»  vawor- 
thy  of  our  Dotiee,  and  make  this  partiat  provi- 
sion for  the  disbanded  officers?  While  I  admit, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  many  of  the  disbanded  offieers 
of  the  regular  army  have  rendered  important  ser- 
vices to  our  country.  I  cannot  forget  that  the  cit- 
izens of  our  country  sare  also  rendered  important 
services  to  us,  dnrlsg  the  late  war  j  aad  though 
in  a  more  humble  and  less  eonspteooas  capaoity, 
let  us  not  forget  tbenh  Sir,  tt  must  be  fcnemk 
to  erary  person,  that  the  plaee  of  an  oflker  in 
aay  army,  whether  regobr,  militia}  or  rolna- 1 
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tears,  is  by  far  better  than  that  of  a  soUict.  X  am, 
therefore,  opposed  to  rewarding  the  (^een,  aad 
oegleotiQg  the  soldiers.  The  aiflerence  between 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  your  officers,  and  the 
pay  and  bounty  of  ^our  soldiers  is,  in  my  opinion, 
already  fully  sufficient.  Your  offieers  rceuved, 
perhaps,  from  two  hundred  and  fifty,  down  to 
tweuty-five  or  thirty  dollars  per  month,  while 
your  soldier  reeeired  bat  eight  dolkrs  per  month, 
who  encoantars  the  most  danger,  aad  ofkeo  per- 
forms the  moat  ardnons  duty,  loaanot  agree  with 
the  bODorable  gentleman,  that  the  offiean  da^  ia 
so  mueh  harder  than  that  of  the  soldier,  although 
I  feel  the  highest  respect  for  the  opinions  of  tfeat 
ffenileman.  I  yet  betiere  the  parfivittaaee  of 
the  duties  of  the  soldier  eqaallraahard  aa  that  of 
the  officer.  Commissions  in  the  rej^ular  serriee 
hare  been  much  sought  after  during  the  arvr, 
and  the  very  persoos  for  whom  yon  are  now 
about  to  provide  donations  of  land,  have  already 
once  been  made  the  favoritee  of  the  nau'oa.  Ia 
gettieg  those  appointments,  they  have  had  the 
best  pwees  in  your  Army,  aud  I  might  sa]\  Use 
best  places  in  our  country, daviag  the  war*  Gen* 
tiemeo  may  say  what  they  i^ase  aboot  it,  bat  I  I 
know  thai,  generally,  the  {Haee  of  aa  lAear  n 
any  army,  whether  r^lar,  militia,  or  rohwtaoir, 
is  batter,  is  enriable  to  that  of  a  soldier,  aud  why 
laake  tua  anjost  and  pwtial  dis^iounatioK  ia 
fhror  of  your  disbanded  officers  ? 

The  Cktrernment  of  the  United  Slates  has  held 
out  to  her  citizens  certain  eoo^tions  aad  iiriaoe* 
ments  to  enter  into  the  serriee }  oertain  pay  ud 
emoluments  to  officers,  and  oertaia  pay  and  booa* 
ties  to  s<rfdier8 ;  and  it  ia  known  to  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  that,  oa  those  coUditiooa,  y«a 
could  hare  got  mo»  officers  than  you  wanted, 
but  net  ne«r  so  maay  soldiers  as  jrou  waa<ad> 
This  circumstance  alone  I  vrould  think  soffieieat  i 
to  show  clearly  that  the  induoementa  girea  le 
yoar  offieers  were  by  ikr  greater  than  those  girea 
to  yonr  soMiera  Bat  gentlemen,  in  the  coarse 
of  t  h  is  deb«e,  hare  eonteaded  that  this  land  ought 
to  begiren  ioth«m,asaniadaeementieenievihe 
sertiee  of  oar  country  again,  in  the  event  of  aaa* 
therWar.  But,  sir,  I  hare  no  fears  that  thereerer 
vHU  be  any  dimoolty  found  in  this  country  to  set 
offieers  for  a  regalar  >rnnr ;  the  great  difiealty 
is  in  Jetting  soldiers.   What,  sir,  has  beea  this 
situation  of  oar  army  dtmag  the  late  war  i  ll 
has  been  a  skeleton,  an  army  of  otteen  witbetrt 
soldiers,  aod,  if  additional  inthieiements  ue  given, 
I  contend  they  should  given  to  the  soidier<  For 
my  part,  1  camot  see  on  what  grouad  it  ea»  be 
shown,  that  the  disbanded  officers  ci  thejvgnlar 
army  are  more  entitled  to  this  additioaal  booaty 
or  favor  of  the  Qoreroment,  than  the  citizens  of 
our  country  are,  who  bare  served  us  in  the  ham> 
ble  capaoity  of  soldiers ;  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
officer  has  any  stronger  clnim  on  this  Qov«»* 
meat  than  the  soldier.  Indeed,  sir,  I  believe  bis 
claim  is  lass  strong  than  that  of  yoar  citisan, 
irito  has  aarved  you  in  the  faamble  place  of  a 
soldier.  I  bare  said  bafon,  air,  that  Iweie^ 
paaed  to  the  prinoiple  of  lewaadiag  affioaia,aM 
ncgleetiaf  oar  soldiaffc  Sif)  ew  at  ha  paiiihh 
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that  the  CoDfresi  of  thm  Uailcd  Sutn  will  ibow 
by  her  BCls  sach  partwliiy  in  ftvor  of  ntf  cliss 
(tf  bcr  eitmna,  while,  at  the  nme  tine,  im  neg- 
leeta  oiben  eqoalljr  meritoriOM?  1  hope  they 
wUl  net.  The  boaoiabl*  centleiiiaii  from  Keo- 
taeky,  who  i>  chatrama  of  the  oommittee  who 
reported  ibis  btU,  has,  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
on  strikioB  out  this  section,  said  something  abeat 
Mtiooal  cMiaeUr.  Sir,  1  am  is  anxious  to  pre- 
serve natioaal  character  as  that  gentleman  is,  or 
any  other  member  of  this  Hoase.  But,  sir,  I  can- 
not i^ee  that  (be  adoption  of  this  roeasore  would 
add  anything  to  our  natioaal  character.  I  hare 
a  difierent  Tiew  of  this  course ;  I  believe  the  best 
way  to  preserve  national  character,  is  to  act  im- 
partially on  this  subject,  aa  well  as  all  others 
that  come  before  us,  and  to  show  by  our  acts  that 
we  have  an  equal  regard  for  all  who  have  ren- 
dered to  us  equal  services.  It  has  been  contended 
by  some  gentlemen,  in  the  cooi^e  of  the  debate 
on  this  snttjeet,  that  we  ought  to  grant  this  land 
lotfae  disbftnded  officers,  on  account  of  the  sacri- 
flees  they  have  made  in  enl^rtog  into  our  service. 
Sir,  I  admit  many  of  them  have  made  sacrifices  in 
this  way,  bot  have  the  gentlemen  forgotten  that  the 
citizens  of  oar  eoiratry  generally  bare  made  sac- 
rifices during  this  war,  and  many  of  them,  per- 
iatptj  have  made  as  gmt  faerifieei,  if  not  mater, 
tbta  thoe»'Wfco  obiwned  oomuiasioae  io  the  reg- 
ular army  ?  I  sbentd  wppoee  our  mllltta  ofieers 
bad  made  saeiriSces  in  Meoiing  our  cooofry, 
ti>d  I  know  the  volnmeers  have  saerifleed  much 
for  the  deftnceof  our  conntTy;  and,  sir,  the  com- 
mon citizens  generally  have  made  sacriSees  in 
defending  oar  country ;  many  of  them  have  sac- 
rifloed  their  all,  and,  nowever  little  it  may  have 
been,  il  was  ai  dear  to  them  as  if  they  bad  much. 
What  hai  been  the  aiinalioD  of  a  poor  man  with 
alidplese  family,  eatirely  dependent  on  hiii  laboi 
and  aticDtioa  for  eommt  and  auppoit?  I  say, 
what  ha*  boea  his  sitMtioo,  when  eaUed  to  maroi 
eight  htwdred  otatbouaBtf  «ite»  teem  hii  ban* 
todeftnd  hisetKwlfy?  He  baa  no  altenw^ve^ 
he  Binst  go ;  and  if  retained  in  yMr  servioe  biH 
nx  neath^  he  loees  his  crap  and  he  i«  nrinadL 
and  every toing  be  bas  is  sacrlfieed  in  defisme  oi 
Mr  eovntry ;  and  aK  we  now  to  ftrget  alt  iliese 
neviftees,  oeept  those  alone  which  have  been 
made-  by  thr  gentlemen  who  were  forftioaie 
nevgh  looffCatD  appointments  in  the  regularser' 
vice,  and  those  alone  we  are  now  ealTed  on  to 
provide  for?  No,  sir;  I  hope  we  will  pursue  a 
diflsreot  and  more  impartial  course.  But,  Mr. 
SpMker,  the  honorable  geotlemaa  from  Mary- 
wbd  has  said  something  Aeoi  iha  great  lespoa- 
nbiliiy  of  officers,  and  eontiasied  their  d>«tesand 
Hrvices  with  that  of  our  soldiers.  Sir,  I  know 
that  every  ofiker  bas  a  share  of  responsibility  at- 
tached to  him  in  proportion  to  hu  grade }  but  is 
there  no  responsibility  attached  to  the  duties  of  a 
widier  1  I  ask  you,  sir  who  watches  and  guards 
the  borders  of  your  country  against  the  sudden  or 
loidok^ht  attack  of  the  enemy— is  itaot  your  sol- 
^■■n  land  do  you  doc  require  the  soldier,  when 
■*tm«i,  to  remain  &m  and  watehfhl  at  his  post, 
*iMdit  tht  peMog  stofma  of  itina  aM  ssowf 


And,  sir,  should  he  ebuee  lo  grow  weary  wfth 
Imtigoe  and  slumber,  what  do  you  require  of  him  t 
Why,  sir,  by  the  laws  of  your  country,  you  re- 
quire his  life  I  And,  yet,  will  gentlemen  say  he 
has  no  responsilality  ?  I  cmitend,  the  duty  of  a 
soldier  has  much  responsibility  attaehed  it;  he 
perfontis  the  drudgery  of  the  camp,  bimI  makes 
th«  greatest  saarifiee  of  his  feelings  and  his  libera 
ty,  triiile  he  is  in  your  service ;  Md  the  suSbrtegs 
aaad  dansMT  to  which  be  is  exposed  ate  ndt  ms 
even  in  tlie  field  of  battle.  Ask  the  gallan  eA- 
oer  who  bas  reosived  the  thanks  of  this  Basse, 
and  the  appbaseof  this  aaiioa,  to  whom  be  is  in- 
debted ft>r  bis  ftmeaod  his  mitiiary  glory,  and 
he  will  tell  yon  it  is  to  the  firmness  sua  brftrery 
of  his  siMiers  as  well  as  his  officers.  And  to 
whom  is  this  nation  iddebled  fdr  its  defeoee,  to 
the  North,  the  South,  the  Bast,  and  the  West? 
Il  is  to  the  patriotism  of  our  eitlzeos,  and  their 
Srmoe»  in  the  difierent  fields  of  battle.  Sir,  I 
feet  the  highest  resort  for  every  individual  wfw 
has  aided  in  the  deienee  of  our  country;  whether 
offioer,  seldiev,  or  citisen,  I  feel  gntefut  for  their 
services;  but  I  cannot  agree  to  make  what  I  btf^ 
lieve  to  be  an  unjust  discrimiaalion,  not  only  be- 
tween  one  class  of  officers  and  others  equally 
atevitovions,  but  also  between  officers  and  seldieiB 
generally,  i  think  the  gentlemen  who  have  ad- 
vocated this  measure  have  b^n  at  the  wrong 
end  of  the  row.  If  I  was  called  on  to  make  the 
decision,  which*!  Would  give  donations  of  lands 
to  first,  the  officers  or  soldiers,  I  should  not  hesi* 
tate  to  give  it  first  to  the  soldier.  And  if  the  gen- 
tlemen will  begin  at  the  other  end  of  the  row, 
and  provide  for  the  strf^rs  first,  I  will  go  with 
them  as  for  u  any  member  of  this  Houses  bat  not 
«Mil  then.  Theretbre,  t  hope  the  amendment 
made  to  the  bill,  while,  in  Ceumitiec  of  iha 
whole  House,  by  striking  out  the  third  iteotion, 
will  be  agreed  to. 
When  Mr.  C  had  ooneloded,  the  Roose  ad- 

jOOfDCd. 

WsDHEBDAT,  February  21. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  sulHoitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Xaowed,  That  the  Committee  of  Wm  and  Hesas 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  my,  an^  if  any*  what 
alterstions  are  necesssiy  to  be  mue  in  the  laws  ia- 
poahig  daties  on  the  tonnsge  of  foreign  vessels  enter- 
ing the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Smitb,  illostnir 
tive  of  his  views,  and  the  necessity  of  toe  resolu- 
tion, it  was  adopted  without  opposition. 

The  following  resolution.  soWitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  BA'ess-rr,  and  modified  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Tatlor,  of  New  York,  so  as  to  include 
the  Governors  of  Territories,  was  considered  and 
ftgreed  to : 

Saolved,  That  the  rules  of  this  House  be  so 
amended  as  to  admit  within  the  Ball'the  Governor, 
fat  the  time  being,  of  any  State  in  the  Vnioa,  or  of 
say  of  the  Territories  thereof,  who  may  attend  at  the 
Seat  of  the  Osnetal  Oovennnent  during  the  sesstons 
itf  GoBgresB,  and  who  usy  choose  to  avail  Umsetf  of 
soehprMtage. 
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QmadUm  Rejugtm—Oammeree  wUh  Onat  BrtUOn.  Fa»DAn,U16. 


On  ntotion  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  Hoaie  took  up 
tke  resolatioD  submitted  by*  him  yMlcrdar,  and 
tbe  ame  being  sgaio  read,  wu  agreed  to,  modi- 
fied M  as  to  read  as  fotlowv  t 

Retohed,  Thtt  the  Seerrtaiy  of  War  be  directed  to 
by  before  this  Honw  a  atatement  of  the  expensee  in- 
earred  for  the  eenicee  of  the  militia  called  forth  hy 
tbe  authority  of  tbe  United  States  daring  tbe  late  war ; 
and  aleo  a  statement  of  the  aecoonta  whicb  have  been 
exhiUted,  and  elaima  which  haTa  been  made  bj  tbe 
leepectiTo  Stalei^  for  eerricee  tendered  by  the  ndlitia 
of  said  States  when  called  finth,  with  or  without  such 
antfaoii^t  together  with  the  eums  iriuch  have  been 
paid,  and  the  aoeonnta  and  daime  which  have  been 
allowed  therefor;  and  in  ease  tbe  cUim  of  any  State 
ot  States  has  bem  nfjected  or  allowed,  to  state  the 
grounds  of  aach  rejection  or  allowance,  deaignating 
nr  what  aerricea,  and  to  what  States  reapectiTely,aaw 
sums  have  been  paid  or  accounts  allowed ;  and  desig- 
nating also  such  items  of  claim  as  have  been  rejected 
in  cases  where  the  calls  were  made  by  authori^  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  grounds  of  such  rejection. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLban,  of  Eentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  iastructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  improring  the 
Da?igation  of  tbe  Saline  creek,  from  its  junction 
with  the  Ohio  lo  tbe  Saline  Lick,  in  the  Illinois 
Territory. 

On  motion  i»f  Mr.  Wildi,  the  Cmnmiitee  on 
the  Jndieiarv  were  iastraeted  to  inquire  whether 
Uf,  und  wtiat.  more  conTenient  arraogements 
can  be  made  relative  to  the  times  and  places  of 
holding  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  districts  of  Georgia  and  South  Caroliu. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babton,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  inBtrucled  to  Inquire  if  any, 
nod  what,  aueratiooa  are  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  proytding  for  the 
goTeroment  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  ap- 
proved June  4, 1812. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbbiqhton,  tbe  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  tbe  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
sale  of  tbe  reservation  of  twelve  miles  square,  at 
the  foot  of  tbe  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie, 
and  the  reserration  of  two  miles  square  at  the 
lower  rapids  of  Sandusky  river,  in  tbe  State  of 
Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelbon,  of  Virginia,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  lending  some  aid 
or  eneoaragement  to  tbe  publication  of  Mr. 
Cranch's  reports  of  oases  decided  in  tbe  Sapreme 
Court  of  the  UDiled  States  daring  the  last  four 
or  five  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbbobamt,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  and 
report  whether  any  and  what  alterations  and 
amendmeuu  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  ju- 
dicial system  of  the  United  States. 

Tbe  ameodment  proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to  tbe 
bill  "for  the  relief  of  John  Rodmao  Coxe,"  was 
read  and  concurred  in  by  tbe  Honse. 
.  The  bill  fromtba  Senate  for  tbe  relief  of  Lieu- 
unant  Colonel  William  Lawrence  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  officers,  oon- 


commissioned  offieera  aiui  privatci,  eompoiiag 
the  garrison  of  Fort  Bowfer  ia  tbe  vear  1814, 
was  read  iwiee^  and  referred  to  Che  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  from  ibe  Senate  to  extend  eetuin 
privileges,  as  therein  mentioned,  to  Bernard  Bdme 
Verjon,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  MesNs. 
Jaoesok,  Frnun,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

CANADIAN  REFDGEEa 

The  eogroased  bill  to  compensate  certain  Ca- 
nadian volunteers  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Williams  stated  succinctly  why  he  had 
voted  asainst  an  indiscriminate  boantjr  to  out 
own  diaDanded,officers,  and  why  ha  ahoold  like- 
wise oppose  tbe  present  bill. 

Mr.  ALEXAaoBn  stated  why  he  should  give  a 
reluctant  vote  against  a  bill  whose  object  he  to 
heartily  approved ;  but  bis  objections  were  insu- 
perable to  the  shape  it  bad  now  assumed. 

Mr.  Gastoh  made  a  few  remarks  oo  the  im- 
propriety of  opposing  a  measure  because  it  did 
not  exactly  comeide  with  all  our  Ttews ;  after 
which  tbe  question  was  taken  on  passing  tbe 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas.  89, 
nays  54,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Menra.  Adgate.  Arohar,  Baibear,  DssBBtt, 
Bennett,  Belto,  Bitdaall,  Blount,  Bi«^  Brm, 
Bryan,  Bumside,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Cha^ail,  CiBi^, 
Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentndy,  Ctoo- 
deunin,  Comstock,  Coodict,  Crawford,  Craigfaton, 
Culpeper,  Catbbert,  Darlington,  D«ha,  Edwards, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Qaston,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Gnffin, 
Giroavenor,  Bshn,  Hsmmoad,  Hawes,  Heiiter,  Her- 
bart,  Uoger,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Jewett, 
Johnson  of  Ettitn^,  Kent,  Kerr  of  VirginU,  King 
of  Nortii  Can^a,  Lyle,  Maclay,  Mamnt,  McCoy, 
McLean  of  B^ntocky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Newtaa, 
Ormsl^,  Panis,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Robertson, 
Root,  Sergeant,  Sav^,  Sdienck,  Shsrp^  Smith  rf 
Maryland,  Smith  <^  Virgfaiia,  Southard,  Sturges,  Tiy- 
lor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telte, 
Townsend,  Toedkar,  Wallaoe,  Ward  of  New  Jansj, 
Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilds,  Wilkin.  WiUoBlU^' 
Thonae  Wilaen,  William  Wibon,  Woadwaid^Wdibt, 
Yaneqy,  and  Yatea. 

Na»— MesKs.  Alexander,  Baer,  Baker,  Bayfiai, 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  BurweU,  CsnaiBi 
Champion,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Ooldsboiea^ 
Hale,  Hall.  Henderson,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  King  of 
Masnchnsetts,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lnnp- 
kin,  Lyon,  Mason,  UcKee,  Mills,  Moseley.  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Noyes,  Picksnii 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Reed,  Rice,  Roane,  Roggles,  SheA 
fey,  Stanford,  Steams,  Strong,  Tallmadge,  Tale,  Taal. 
Thomas.  Vose,  Ward  of  Maesacbusetta,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Wheatoo,  Wilcox,  and  WiUiams. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  title  be  "An  act  {granting 
bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay  to  cercam  Cana- 
dian volunteers,"  and  that  tbe  Clerk  carry 
said  bill  to  tbe  eeuate,  and  ask  their  concnmBce 
therein. 

COMMEBCE  WITH  GREAT  BRirAOT- 
On  motioa  of  Mx.  FoBaxra,  the  Hoom  thea 
proceeded  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Maaints 
on  the  part     this  Hoim^  oo  the  satgeet  oTthB 
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disagmiDg  voles  of  the  two  Hoasei,  on  the  bill 
10  GMTTf  into  efiect  the  CoDveaiion  of  Commerce 
with  Greet  Britain.  [This  report  embnees  the 
whole  groiiDd  taken  br  the  oonferees  of  this 
Hoaae,and  those  of  the  Seoate.  The  form  ^irea 
to  the  bill  by  this  House  was  sabBUotially  agreed 
to  by  the  conferees,  except  the  declaratory  words 
in  the  enaotiog  olaniie,  which  were  iosisted  on 
bf  the  conferees  of  the  Senate,  admitted  by  tbos4 
of  this  House,  and  their  acceptation  recom- 
mended.] 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachaeelts  rose,  aod  expressed 
a  wish,  that  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
would,  on  the  part  of  that  committee,  favor  the 
Honse  with  ibeir  views  on  the  subject,  particn- 
larly  with  the  reasons  which  induced  them  to 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed, which,  according  to  his  impressions,  tended 
to  strengthen  the  pretensions  set  up  hy  the  other 
House,  to  weaken  the  force  of  tbe  bill,  aod  to 
add  new  strength  to  the  eoorention ;  as  tbe  sus- 
pension of  the  aeu  of  Congress  was  to  be  com- 
mensurate in  point  of  duration  with  that  eooven- 
tioB,  and  to  coinmence  with  it;  that  aa  to  the 
declaratory  part,  of  which  the  Senate  were  so 
tenacious,  be  deemed  it  of  no  further  importance 
than  as  it  showed  the  disposition  of  the  Senate 
on  this  oceasion,  and  as  giving  name  and  body  to 
the  power  contended  for.  Did  this  qaestion  con- 
cern this  House  alone ;  were  it  merely  a  questioa 
of  power  or  jurisdiction  between  the  two  Houses, 
though  im^oriant  in  ihat  view,  he  should  not 
consider  it  in  that  serious  point  of  light,  of  that 
high  importance,  which  be  now  did.  When  the 
House  is  called  upon  to  surrender  a  part  of  that 
power  and  tbose  privileges  confided  ihem  by  tbe 
people,  and  guarantied  by  the  Constitution,  what, 
mia  b^  is  the  claim  of  tbe  Senate  in  this  easel 
He  would  forbear  to  dwell  upon  the  manner  in 
which  this  bill,  from  the  Senate,  was  forced  upon 
the  attention  of  this  Home.  It  was  reported  in 
Senate  about  a  week  after  that  which  originated 
in  this  House;  they  well  knew  that  there  was  a 
bill  on  tbe  same  subject  pending  in  the  House. 
Tbe  printed  bill  from  the  House,  as  usual,  was 
upon  their  tables;  the  debate  in  the  House  had 
commenced;  honorable  gentlemeo  from  the  other 
branch  bad  attended.  Notwithstanding  all  this, 
and  that  it  was  a  subject  which  particularly  con- 
cerned their  own  powers,  they  thrust  their  bill  in 
upon  tbo  House,  while  a  gentlemao  was  actually 
upon  the  floor  debating  the  bill  of  tbe  Honse  upon 
the  same  subject.  [Tbe  honorable  Spukbb  here 
intimated  to  Mr.  K.  that  he  feared  his  language 
did  not  fuUy  comport  with  that  decorum  wbiqh 
onght  to  be  obaerved  in  speaking  of  the  acts  of 
tbe  other  branch.]  Mr.  K.  inquired  if  he  alluded 
to  tbe  word  tkrwt?  The  honorable  Speakbb 
answered  in  tbe  affirmative.  Mr.  K.  said,  be 
certainly  should  not  have  used  that  word  if  be 
could  have  found  another  which  suited  tbe  ooca- 
sion  better.  Such,  be  said,  was  the  impression 
made  on  bim  at  the  time ;  and  if  be  could  be  per- 
soaded  that  no  improper  interference  wasintended 
00  the  part  of  the  Senate,  he  would  certoinly 
take  it  back.  But,  said  Mr.  K.,  what  is  the  claim 
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of  the  Senate  upon  this  occasion  to  Innd  the 
United  States  in  all  cases  upon  which  the  treaty- 
making  power  may  be  exercised,  coutending  that 
ihereis  no  limitation  in  the  Constitution  upon  that 
power.  In  other  words  tbejr  claim  the  high,  the 
dangerous  power,  to  bind  this  country  in  aU  cases 
whatever ;  aod  this,  in  his  opinion,  tbey  asserted 
by  the  present  declaratory  law.  Such  dangerous 
pretensions  were  resisted  by  our  ancestors,  and, 
as  one  of  their  desceudaols,  he  was  disposed,  in 
a  CoDstituiiooal  manner,  to  follow  their  example ; 
and  that  it  made  no  differeaee  to  him  whether 
such  jpreieosioDs  were  asserted  by  Kings,  Lords, 
and  Commons,  or  by  a  President  and  bis  Senate. 

Mr.  FoRBTTH  recapitulated  tbe  reasons  wbicb 
induced  the  committee  to  recommend  the  ptopo- 
sitiOQ  to  the  House.  He  bad  viewed  the  declar- 
atory words  as  mere  surplusage,  and  not  at  all 
ebangtug  tbe  character  or  impairing  the  force  of 
the  act. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
the  table.  His  impression  was,  thai  the  report 
was  entirely  negative,  and  recommended  nothing 
decisive  on  tbe  sul^ect.  At  any  rate,  the  House 
wa^  just  put  in  possession  of  the  printed  report, 
and  being  of  a  dubious  character,  some  further 
time  was  necessary  to  a  doe  consideration  of  tbe 
subject. 

Mr.  Yancbv  supported  the  motion.  He  ihougbx 
the  report  did  yield  the  ground  taken  by  this 
House;  aod,  in  his  opinion,  the  House  ought  to 
stick  or  go  through.  He  hoped,  therefore,  more 
time  for  reflection  would  be  allowed. 

Mr.  TooKER  was  wilting  tbe  report  should  lie, 
for  the  present,  on  the  table.  He  was  confidenL 
however,  tbe  House  wonld  find  that  nothing  bad 
been  yielded  by  the  committee;  but  on  tbe  con- 
trary, that  the  substantial  rights  of  this  House 
had  been  maintained. 

Tbe  report  was  tbea  laid  on  the  table. 

PROVISION  FOR  MIUTARY  SERVICEe. 

The  House  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  tbe 
Kport  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  making  further  provision  for  military  ser' 
vices  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  question  recurred  on  concurring  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  striking  «al  the  fol- 
lowing section  of  the  bill: 

8bc.  8.  And  be  it  farthtr  tnaeted.  That  donations 
of  land  be  granted  to  all  tbe  officers  fii  the  rsfular 
army  who  have  been  dishendad  as  snpemumsraiism 
eitbcx  in  consoUdatiiw  regimenls  at  ems  during  the 
Iste  wat,  or  in  ledodng  the  army  oninnBably  to  the 
set  of 'March  tbe  tUfd,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  as  follows,  to  wit:  to  each  Miyor  General 
one  thoonnd  two  hundred  and  eigh^  acres;  to  each 
Brigadier  General,  one  Ihoosaud  one  hundred  and 
twenty  scree;  to  each  Colonel  and  Lieuteosnt  Colo- 
nel, nine  hundred  and  sixty  seres;  to  each  M^or, 
eight  hundred  acres ;  to  each  Captain,  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres ;  to  each  flobsltem,  four  hundred  and  dgb^ 
aeres;  and  to  officers  of  tbe  medical  and  odier  etafl^ 
who  bsve  no  rank,  in  proportion  to  their  pay  acceidmg 
to  the  scale  afgresaid. 

And  the  Raid  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative—oTeas  77,  nays  5^  as  foDows : 
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YmtM-^Umm.  Adcata.  Aicbsr,  Atbarton,  Baer, 
Bigrliw.  Bctti,  Baii,  Bmdlmqr,  Bmkaaiyia,  Bton, 
BorwsU,  Cidjr,  C«iuiob,  Cluainoii,  CiUi^,  Ck^n, 
CoMuiock,  Co^w,  Cnnrford,  CalpMWif  DkTaimQrt, 
Edwsrdf,  Outon,  GoU,  Goldaboioagb.  Hahnf  Ua\e, 
Halli  Huomond,  Beiitn,H«Bdenon,  Hubert*  lewett, 
Kent»  Kins  of  Mtwachn— Wi,  LiDgdon,  Law,  Lewu, 
Lovett,  Lampkin,  Lyon,  Muon,  McKe<^  McLean  of 
Kentac^,  Milb,  Milner,  N«Uod  of  MuMchuMtti, 
Noyet,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Powell,  Beed,  Rice,  Roen^ 
Rnnle^  8*Tam,  Qiutttj,  Smith  of  PennijlTanie, 
8raUh  of  ViifinU,  Southud*  Stsnford,  Stemms,  Strong, 
Stvrget,  Taggut,  TtOlmwlge,  Tate,  Tftjior  of  New 
YoA,  Thomae,  Townaend,  Vom,  Ward  of  Haaaadite- 
aaUB>  Wild  of  Naw  Tork»  Wabatar,  Wheaton*  WU- 
a«.aadWatlama. 

NACa— ^feam.  Aknadar,  Bak«,  Babw,  Baaaett, 
BauMtt,  BMeall,  BtMka,  umuUt,  etSbvut,  Owp* 
yall,  ClMfc  of  Kantodkj,  CUadoBniB,  Condict,  Cnigfa. 
taot  Cathbart,  I>arliagt(m»  Fvnyth,  Ooodwyn.  Chiffint 
Gtoivenor*  Hawee,  Hnger,  Bnlbert,  Htuigerfotd,  Ing- 
bain,  Jaduoa,  Johami  of  Eentod^,  KwT  of  Vii- 
ginia.  King  of  North  CanJioa,  UacUf,  Majiant,  Me* 
Coy*  McLisant  of  Ohio,  Mooie,  Neuon  of  Virginia, 
Omubr,  Fairia,  Pickena,  Piper,  Pleaaanta,  Robertaoo, 
Soot,  Bchen^  Shaipa,  SviUi  of  Manland,  Tajrln  of 
Boath  CaroUna,  TaBUr,  Toekar,  Wallace,  Ward  of 
New  Jeraey,  Wendover,  Whitedda,  VHtda,  Wilkin, 
Willonghl^,  Thomaa  Wllaon,  William  WOaon. 
■  Woodward,  and  Vance;. 

So  the  House  concarred  vith  the  Committee 
of  Uit  Whole  in  striking  out  the  third  section, 
and  anecessiTeljr  adopted  (be  remainder  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee. 

VariouH  motions  were  subsequenUy  made  to 
amend  the  bill,  the  most  important  of  which  was, 
by  Mr.  Wilde,  to  add  a  section,  authorizing  a 
bounty  in  land,  according  to  rank,  to  such  dis- 
banded ofi&cara  as  had  serred  one  year,  and  who 
had  been  wonnded,  breretted,  or  distinguished  by 
any  approving  vote  of  Congress,  &c. 

The  words  **one  year,"  were  afterwards  struck 
out,  and  motions  sueeaaairely  made  to  fill  the 
blank  wiik  tea,  five,  fmir,  ihiee,  and  tvo  years, 
and  eightean  and  six  nonths,  bni  all  in  rain. 
Mr.  WTthaa  withdrew  his  anmdnwat,  with  the 
view,  as  he  aaid,  of  briagtag  the  aubjaa  before 
the  RoQse  in  a  form  vBeonneeiad  with  ^o  pres- 
ent biU. 

The  House  had  not  got  through  the  bill,  whan, 
about  fotu  o'clock,  a  motioa  was  made  asd  car- 
ried 10  ■Ajoam. 


Tatutsoi.y,  February  23- 

Mr.  Ihobah,  from  the  Committee  on  tbie  Post 
Oflke  aad  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  ia  addition 
to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post  Office  K^tablish- 
meni;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nei^om,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jodi- 
ciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  more  convenient  ar- 
rangement of  the  times  and  places  of  holding  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  tjnited  States  for  the  districts 
of  Sooth  Carolina  and  Georgia ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  the 


Fmututinr,  iai6 


Mr.  RoMBTBon  from  the  Cooouttee  on  the 
PofaUe  Lands,  made  a  tepMt  on  tlie  petiiiaa  ef 
Amos  Spaflbrd ;  which  was  read;  whco  Mr.  R. 
reported  a  bill  granting  to  Amos  Sp^rd  ibe 
right  of  i>K'enption ;  which  was  read  twice,  Bad 
committed  to  a  Committee «fth«  Whole. 

Mr.  HuLBBRT,  from  the  eomminee  appoisted 
en  lbs  petition  of  Ann  Qerry,  bjr  leare  of  the 
HoBse,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  payment  to  the 
widow  of  SIbridge  Qerry,  deceased,  Uie  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  half  «f  soeh 
salary  as  would  hare  been  payable  to  faim  daring 
the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  eleete^ 
had  he  so  loog  lived ;  which  was  read  twice,  ana 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  petition  of  Jabez  Maary,and 
others,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read ; 
when  Mr.  K.  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  indem- 
nifv  JabR  Maury,  John  W.  C.  Baxter,  Samuel 
Wheeler,  JooathaD  Bartlett,  Xosiah  Dana,  aod 
Aaron  Hayden,  and  their  sureties,  against  certaio 
prosecutions  under  the  authority  of  the  British 
eonrt  of  vice-adrntralty ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whol& 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Mooeb,  the  Committee  oo 
the  Judiciary  were  iuatructed  to  io^uite  into  the 
proprietr  of  proridiog  by  law  to  coinpel  witaaiav 
to  attend,  from  one  State  to  aaother  State,  to  pros- 
ecute or  give  eridenee  in  cases  of  felony  or  other 
high  crimes. 

Mr.  Eabtoh  submiuod  the  foUorwiag  leaokt- 
tlon: 

Raohtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  grant  donatioBS-flf 
land  to  tbs  disbanded  officets  of  the  late  army  of  the 
Unked  States  who  bava  bean  wanadad  in  batda,  aai 
to  tKs  officers,  non-conuniaionad  offioan^  mwiatm 
and  jwtratea  of  the  niUtia,  indnduig  Totnniaen  mA 
raagan,  who  hare  been  woundad  ia  battle  dmiog  tti 
lata  war,  as  followa,  to  wft:  to  aadi  offioar  aboR 
tbaiankoforioaal,*— aoiw*  toaaoli  offloer  abM 
the  rank  of  captain  aad  balow  the  rank  of  bilcafiii 
general,  — ~-  acres ;  to  the  other  commlasionad  sff- 

oera,  acres  each;  and  to  eTsty  uon-fxmuiuBHOo«d 

officer,  musician,  and  private  160  acres ;  and  to  the 
officers  of  the  medical  staff  who  have  no  rank,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  pay,  according  to  the  above  leale,  sal 
that  the  Committee  on  Military  Al&iia  are  barriiy  di- 
rected to  report  a  UII  accordingly. 

On  the  queation  to  consider  this  recolaiiaa,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hopkinbom  after  suggesting  that  be  n* 
garded  as  one  of  the  most  taanipicioos  otrcao- 
staBces  that  appeared  in  the  general  aspect  of 
pul^e  affairs,  the  voting  of  immense  suns  of 
money  when  a  great  portion  of  iJie  meaibeii,  fw* 
quently  not  fewer  than  sixty,  wm  abseat— aob* 
mitted  the  following  resolution,  wfaiah  was  rmd 
and  ordered  to  He  on  the  table : 

Retohed,  Tbst  tiie  following  rule  be  added  to  As 
standing  rules  of  the  House,  to  wit ;  "  If  any  flrtwer 
riiall  ba  abaeot  at  the  taking  of  the  yeas  anJ  "0*^ 
any  quastioB,  ha  ahall  be  eaaaidered  as  aM*  f"" 
tha  aervioe  of  the  House  fiic  that  day,  uoiw  b«  bav» 
liavB«rbeaicfc,aadtli««te«naUet»alMl'  .  . 
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UNSETTLED  »AI*AIf  CBS. 
HoqBK  said  he  bad  beeo  so  long  put  of 
CoDffress,  ^ nd  |to  U^ir  becorae  a  Diember  again, 
as  y«t  npt  to  ban  obiained  ibaf  FarU»9ie,DMt''y 
taci  or  feeling,  which  woqld  enabk  him  to  ju4ga 
vhether  the  vole  giren  ^  day  or  two  ago,  agaiu«t 
taltiog  up  tbe  resolntioa  he  bad  offeKO,  on  the 
aubj^t  of  uaaettM  b4l«Qcm,  bad  orutiAHLted  ip  a 
viA  (0  vmM  a  |wo«d«Bee  to  ottier  tmun^,  or 
t9  ^tVA  lac  gorby.aUoceiber  toj^if  rsaoluiiM-  He 
flaUtBBd  himael^  hovavar,  h«  would  m\  sUqw 
hioMftf  to  doabt,  bu  tbai  hk  Bwtion  lo.tajM 
tb«  resolatioA  Imd  beta  irieeted  Xar  the  la»c  ria> 
Boa.   BTerr  gentlemaa  wao  had  tamed  bia  at- 
tentimi  to  taeae  vasettled  balanees.  and  had  only 
glijoead  faii^  eye  over  the  rolaminoas  voUmfsia 
vhleh  they  were  conuine<|,and  which,  year  after 
T^r.  aud  session  after  session,  uselessly  epcam- 
bexed  their  ^blcs,  most  feel  a  eoavictioQ,  not 
only  that  there  was  great  roomj  but  in  truth  an 
MXge^i  and  imperious  neicessity,  for  inqniry  and 
inr^tigatioQ  in  regard  to  tb?m-   This  point  ad- 
mitted, it  must  also  be  admitted,  {bat  the  present 
time       peouliarly  favorabLe  to  auch  investiga- 
tion.  He  bad  never  witnessed,  ^rbaps  there 
aavw  wax  a  sessi«D  sin^  tlte  existence  of  tbe 
Federal  Qovernment  in  which  such  geoejral  and 
reciprocal  harmoi>7i*><I  suoh  almost  universal 
gooQ  humor  MevaUed  in  both  branches  of  the 
L^slature.  Party  spirit,  and  party  aalmosities, 
seemed  to  have  dUappeared— to  have  beeo  ban- 
ished from  wtthio  these  walls.   What  moment 
eonld  be  more  auspicious,  or  better  calculated  for 
the  consideration  of  subjects  of  this  kind  t  He 
did  not  know  how  members  could  better  dispose 
of  their  lime,  or  in  what  they  could  more  essen- 
tially serve  their  oonstita^nu  and  the  puUic 
than  by  this  Investi^tion,  and  Qthers  of  a  simi- 
lar nature. 

The  act  requiring  the  annual  publieation  of 
balances  unsettled  in  the  dlQerent  departments, 
for  three  years  previous,  togett^er  with  the  oaqies 
of  those  charged  with  sucii  unsettled  balances, 
had  been  pasted  by  a  Congress  of  which  be  was 
a^t  a  member.  He  could  n.^  therefore,  pretend 
to  say  what  had  been  fi#Kticolar  objeeuin 
view  vFhen  this  measure  wps  adopted.  No  dpalu, 
hemver,  that  it  vassumased  likmy  to  erauibuia 
is  some  way  towards  the  aettleowDtjaf  Mtsuiadr 
lag  accounts  of  the  diffennl  daparlmeuts.  Peof 
h^  it  was  thought  th^t  persons  who  nif^t  be, 
Of  had  been,  in  the  public  service,  and  in  the 
habit  of  handling  pnbtie  mooey.  would  feel  some 
Httle  delicacy,  and  be  possibly  deterred  from  al- 
lowing their  accounts  to  remain  so  long  unset- 
tled, by  the  certainty  of  having  their  names  thus 
brought  before  Congress,  and  thereby  held  up  to 
the  world.  If  such  was  the  expectatioa.  he  was 
sorry  to  say  it  had,  in  a  great  measure,  if  not 
altogether,  failed ;  for  the  most  respectable  names 
were  to  be  found  in  the  same  columns  with  those 
who  were  probably  real  defaulters,  and  who 
thaeby  escaped,  in  a  great  degree,  theopprobrium 
so  ciehly  their  due.  This  was  one  among  the 
many  motires  which  iodoeed  him  to  wish  aa' 
inTcttigatioa  of  the  satgaet.  Aaethet,  was  the 


amount  of  these  balances.  It  was  not  a  qvaa- 

tioo  in  regard  to  hundreds  or  thousands,  or  twa 
of  thousands.  He  could  put  his  finger  on  unset- 
tled halancea  of  hundreds  of  theuoi^s — in  sonv 
iostaoces  of  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

He  begged  leave,  therefore,  again  to  call  tip 
his  FeaoUiuon.  And  here  he  would  resume  his 
seat,  but  some  gentleman  near  him  suggested  a 
call  of  the  yeas  and  nays.  For  bimselfThe  had 
no  wish  or  intention  to  demand  them.  On  the 
contrary,  he  did  not  want  the  yeas  and  nays 
called.  His  object  was  not  to  excite  perty  feu- 
iag,  nor  to  animadvert  upon  any  Aoministfa- 
tiou,  oor  upon  any  deserifUon  (rf*  qKa<  Hisxcti 
ai^  bona  fidt  object  was  to  hsTe  the  busiDem 
fiiirly  aad  fully  investigated;  to  learn  bow  it 
htippeoed  tbat  such  enormous  balances  remained 
so  Imig  unliquidated  and  unsettled,  asd  to  see 
whether  measures  could  not  be  devised  to  remedy, 
or  at  least  check  the  growth  of  what  appeared 
to  him,  and  he  believed  to  every  gentleman  who 
heard  him,  a  seritms  evil.  The  time,  as  before 
observed,  was  peeqriarly  farocable  to  sueh  an  in- 
vestigation ;  so  much  so,  that  if  the  House  tboneht 
with  him,  be  would  be  disposed  to  have  sewt 
committees  appointed  to  examine  i^to  the  expao- 
diture,  accounts,  and  mode  of  settlement  in  oach 
and  every  department.  He  verily  believed  that 
Congress  could  not  adopta  measure  which  would 
be  more  grmefn)  to  their  coastitocats.  and  to  the 
Chief  KxccutlTe  BUgisirate  himself,  nor  one 
more  likely  to  have  a  beaeficlal  <^mtioOj  as 
well  in  correcting  any  possUile  abw»  hecetwtra, 
as  in  iffomotiof  a  correct  admtaistration  of  the 
public  revenue  in  time  to  come. 

Mr.  H.  observed,  it  had  become  the  fashion  of 
the  day  to  quote  Latio.  He  wiHild  ask  leave  to 
contribute  his  mite  to  the  oonuooa  stock,  aad 
offer  a  Latin  sentence  to  their  coasideration.  He 
said  it  was  an  old  and  trite  auvim,  familiar  to 
everybody,  aad  which  he  rscolleeted  to  have 
heard  often  quoted^  when  a  boy,  by  aa  old-fash- 
ioned master  of  arithmetic,  under  whom  he  had 
studied.  It  nevertheless  appeared  to  him  by  no 
means  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  even  that 
honorable  body,  nor  altogether  inapplicable  to 
the  matter  under  discussion.  It  was  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect: 

'*  NuUtu  tantua  gwettut,  quam  gttod  habet  pareere." 

[At  the  last  word  Mr.  H.  hesitated  sopieirhat, 
not  being  able  to  reoall  it  immediately  to  miad; 
which  excited  considerable  laughter.  Oa  leeel- 
lection,  however,  he  proceeded.] 

Pareere,  to  economise,  is  the  word,  and  a  very 
sigoiheant  and  important  word  it  was.  At  the 
moment,  it  had  escaped  his  recollection ;  but  this 
was  not  surprising,  for  it  was  a  word  noi  unfre- 
queatly  forgotten  by  other  honorable  members  la 
the  House.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  air 
of  that  hall,  and  an  esprit  de  corps,  had  unex- 
pectedly, and  somewhat  untowardly  to  be  sure, 
affected  his  memory.  He  joined,  however,  with 
pleasure  in  the  laugh,  though  at  his  own  imno* 
diate  expense.  He  did  so  the  more  wiUingly  aod 
readily,  as  he  aognred  ftvorably  to  the  soeoftiof 
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hii  rcKrialioti  from  the  good  hamor  ibe  House 
was  in. 

Bat  u  bo  appeared  to  hare  failed  in  making 
his  Latin  qnoiatioo,  be  would,  before  be  sat 
down,  eodearor  to  present  it  in  an  English  dress; 
bis  translation  weald  be  a  free  one,  but  be  trusted 
he  should  be  able  to  make  himself  perfectly  in- 
telligible to  honorable  gentlemen.  , 

In  vain  do  you  continue  a  high  dut^  on  salt — 
increase  that  upon  whiskey.  lo  Tain  is  your  lax 
■pon  sugar — and  your  stamp-tax.  Id  vain  you 
lay  a  direct  tax  of  three  millions  on  the  lands 
throngboot  the  Union ;  equally  in  rain  do  you 
donUe  your  duties  on  foreign  imporutions,  and 
propose  a  new  and  exorbitant  uriff.  All— «11 
u  ID  rain,  perfectly  in  rain;  oolets,  after  the  re- 
sources of  the  nation  are  thus  drawn  into  your 
eo&r^  yon  take  special  care  that  the  treanire  is 
not  waited,  and  provide  proper  and  sufficient 
cheeks  against  the  undue  expenditure  and  dis- 
barsement  of  it. 

Mr.  Tdokib  made  some  observations,  not  dis- 
tinetly  heard,  bat  which  ended  with  a  resolution 
to  appoint  a  sunding  committee  to  superintend 
the  expenditures  of  every  particular  department 
of  Goveroment. 

Mr.PicKBBmo moved  that  the  resolution  should 
be  laid  on  the  table.  It  was  accordingly  ordered. 

DEATH  OF  MB.  BRIOHAy. 

Mr.  PiorBRiHO  then  announced  the  deatb  of 
his  colleague  Mr.  Bbiohah,  and  lAoved  that  a 
emnmittea  should  be  appointed  to  superintend  his 
ftmeral.  A  eommittee  of  seven  wai  accordingly 
appointed  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  PicKiBiiiG  then  moved  that  the  House 
should,  as  a  tMtimony  of  tbeir  respect  for  the  de- 
ceased, wear  a  Mack  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  a 
month,  which  was  ordered.  He  then  moved  that 
the  members  of  the  House  should  attend  the  fune* 
ral  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow;  and  tbat  a  mes- 
sage should  be  sent  to  the  Seuate  with  iuforma- 
Uon  to  tbat  effect  {  which  was  all  ordered. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Saturday. 

Satubdat,  February  24. 

Mr.  Yahcbt  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Bpbraun  Shayier,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PLBAeAMTS,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiurs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  gradual  increase  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the  Comminee  od 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  amending  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  to  allow  an  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  several  Territorial  courts. 

WILLIAM  P.  LAWBBNOE. 
Mr.  Yamoet,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  r^rt  oa  the  petition  of  WUliam  P. 
Lawrence,  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution 
therein  erataioed  was  eonearred  in  by  the  House. 


The  report  is  as  ftrflows : 

Thst  the  ^titioner  was  •  snrgeoa  in  the  detaeb- 
mant  of  miiitu  from  Tennaasest  allied  to  die  deftnca 
ofNew  OrieanSfin  Deeemberi  1814;  thatii^ui  tha 
retam  of  the  milida  to  Tennessee,  in  the  month  of 
March,  181S,  the  petitionerwas  ordered  to  be  rtatiooed 
at  Bogne  Chitto,  in  the  State  of  Louiaiaiu,  widi  a 
number  of  men  taken  rick,  on  tbeir  retom.  The  pe- 
titioner states  that  the  disease  of  tbe  soldieiy  beoune 
CMitagions,  and,  from  the  acaicity  of  servants  to  attend 
the  sick,  his  own  MrTajit  and  slave  was  oUigad  to  be 
employed  as  such ;  and  tha^  vriule  thoa  auagsd  in 
waiting  on  the  aick,  he  loA  the  diseaae  and  died.  He 
asks  of  Congreai  to  be  paid  hi*  value. 

The  coniButtee  are  of  opinion  be  is  net  entitled  ts 
relief.  If  an  officer  of  the  Govwnment  thinks  piopei 
to  take  into  his  own  serrice  his  slave  in  the  cipaatj 
of  servant,  and  receives  the  p«y  allowed  for  servants, 
instead  of  employing  a  freeman  for  that  paipoae,  the 
United  States  should  not  be  conridered  liable  for  his 
value  in  case  ot  death  or  otiier  loss  to  the  owner. 

It  was  the  obvious  and  comet  polity  ttf  tiie  act  <tf 
Congreas,  and  it  is  endandy  its  intention,  not  to  make 
the  Government  liable  for  the  valne  of  the  servant,  but 
to  provide  a  i oflicient  eompensMion  for  his  services. 

The  committee  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Huohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  ellowed. 

ELIZABETH  HAMILTON. 
Mr.  C0H8TOCK,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Pen* 
sioos  and  Revolutiooary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petilioD  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  which 
was  read;  when  Mr.  C.  reported  n  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.   The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  it  is  suted  by  the  petitioner  tbat  bar  late  hns- 
band,  Alexander  Hamilton,  was,  as  she  is  adviied, 
justly  entitled  to  five  yeara*  fall  pay  (as  commutatiOB 
of  half-pay  daring  li»)  of  a  lieulenant  colonel,  in 
which  capaci^  he  aerved  In  the  regular  Army  of  ths 
United  States  daring  the  Revolntiooary  war. 

Tbat  her  hasband  never  received  the  said  pay  Is 
which  he  was  so  entitied;  that  If  be  ever  relinqaisbed 
his  claim  to  said  pay,  of  which  an  apprehension  is  ei- 
pressed  by  tbe  petitioner,  it  was  from  the  defa'csle 
motive  of  divesting  himself  of  all  interest  upon  the  sob- 
jeet  of  making  provision  fer  the  did>anded  oflKeets  ef 
Uie  Revolntionsiy  army  who  served  during  the  war,iB 
which  important  bodnesa  he  was  called  oa  to  act,  aaa 
member  of  Congreai^  in  the  year  1788 ;  and  that  tha 
preaent  situation  itf  ths  famUy  of  hu*  lamentad  hnaband 
rmders  it  desiraMe  that  they  ahould  receive  that  rawa- 
neration  to  whieh  he  was  jnatly  entitted  from  Uscoaa- 
tiy.  This  remiueration,  therefore,  the  petitienor  re- 
qrectfully  solicit!. 

The  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  puUic  record 
or  document  ahowing  the  time  at  whi<£  CohnstHsm* 
Uton  resigned  hk  commission  in  the  Army.  From  tha 
uniform  tenor  of  vsrions  letters  of  distinguidied  officers 
of  the  Revotntionaiy  array,  addressed  to  tlie  Hooonble 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  ot 
Claims,  in  the  year  1810,  as  welt  as  from  a  brevet  oob- 
misnon  dated  the  28th  of  OcUAwr,  1783,  by  wbidi 
Lieutenant  C(rfonel  Alexander  Hamilton  was  pnMO* 

gd  to  the  rank  of  Ctdonel  by  brevetinthe  Annyoftbs 
nited  States,  tbe  eommittea  enteitafai  the  o^iM 
that  Colnid  Hamittoa  servad  during  the  wai^sM  that 
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he  never  recei;r»d  wther  hilf-pa;  duiittf  life,  or  fall  pay 
ibi  five  jflut  in  Ueathenof  u  aommttUtion,  to  which 
he  wa>  entitled  by  l»w. 

Of  iny  rehnmiihment  of  Colonel  Hamilton  to  the 
dtiim  now  mAm  to  be  ntiifted,  the  committee  pOHesa 
no  touiwledffe,  except  flmt  derived  from  the  appihen* 
■ion  «xpreeMd  hi  the  petition  to  which  they  lUTe  ti- 
re»dy  edferted,  end  from  a  written  docomoit  ngned 
A.  importing  to  be  a  ttatement  of  the  temporal 
concemB  of  Colonel  Hamilton  in  whidi  alhirion  fa  made 
to  a  note  1^  him  signed,  addrewed  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  relinqniihing  the  claim  in  queation.  The  com- 
mittee would  fiirtber  remark  that,  ahonld  a  prt^Mhility 
wi«t  that  CMonal  Hamihon  mtj  haw  r^qaidied  his 
Mid  daivi  ud  notwittiatandinf  it  ia  baned  by  the 
■tatnte  of  limitetiont  nereitheleaa,  u  the  Mrrices  have 
been  rendered  to  ^  country,  by  which  its  haf^ineaa 
and  proaperity  have  been  promoted,  they  are  of  cfpin- 
ion  that,  tOKject  the  claim  under  the  peculiar  circam- 
atancea  by  which  it  ia  chamcterixed,  would  not  com- 
port with  that  honorable  aenw  of  juatioe  and  magnan- 
imous policy  whidi  ought  ever  to  distinguuh  tibe  Ic- 
giilatiTe  prooeedinga  trf  a  Tirtnous  and  enlightened 
nation. 

Thev  hMf  therein  prepared  a  bill  granting  the  re- 
baf  aofieitvd  in  the  prwnleefl. 

COM UBRQS  WITH  OBEAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  again  took  up  the  report  of  the  con- 
ftrees  on  the  disagreeiDg  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
OQ  the  amendmeot  proposed  by  this  House  to  the 
billfroED  the  Senate  "  coQcerDing  the  convention 
to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  territories 
of  the  United  States  and  HisBritaDiiic  Majesty," 
and  the  modifications  proposed  by  the  said  coo- 
ierees  beiog  stated  in  the  words  following  to  wit: 

That  the  House  of  EepreeentatiTes  recede  from  their 
vnendment  to  strike  out  the  words  "  and  declare^" 
contained  in  ibe  enacting  clause,  and  their  other 
amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  and  agree  to 
the  Mtowing  amendments : 

Une  3,  of  the  engroased  bill,  after  word  *•  act," 
strike  ont  the  words  *or  acta  as  is,"  and  insert  these 
words  "  as  imposes  a  l^er  dtriy  of  tonnage  or  of 
impost  on  veuels,  and  articles  imported  in  veasele  of 
the  United  States." 

Line  4,  strUu  out  the  word  "  shall,"  and,  after  the 
word  "  be,"  inaart  the  words  "  from  and  aftar  the  date 
of  the  latiAeRtiaB  of  the  said  cpaventiMi,  and  dmng 
the  cewtftmaaw  themof." 

The  quastiao  was  tMceo,  Will  the  Hoase  re- 
oe4e  from  their  auMndnwDts,  and  agree  to  the 
modification  raeommendcd  by  the  conferees?  it 
gmed  in  the  affinaniire— yeas  100,  nays  35,  as 

Taae— Mestn.  Alexander,  Ardier,  Athertmi,  Baker, 
Barinarf  Basaett,  Bnteman,  Baylies,  Bunett,  BirdsaB, 
BMseya,  Bhwnt,  Boss,  Bradbaty,  Bre^ntidge, 
BiMm,BnnMtde,  Cannon,  ChamfHOB,  Oillc^,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Crei^iten,  Cndibert,  Dar- 
ImglML,  Davenport,  Forsyth,  Qlugow,  Gi^boroagh, 
Ooodwyn,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hawes,  Heodenon,  Herbert, 
Hopkinson,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  Ysrk,  Jackson, 
lawett,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  <^  Virg;inia, 
Laogdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  LowndeSf  Lumpkin, 
Maday,  Mayiant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLmu  of 
Kntncky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  luaor,  Mose- 
itg,  K<^a  of  ^^rgjnia,  Newton,  Paniai  Pickens^  Pit- 
14th  Con,  1st  Skss.— 34 


kin,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Ser- 
geant,  Schenck,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land.  Smith  of  VirgTuia,  Southar^  Sunford,  Steams, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taylor  of 
New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Tel&ir,  Town* 
send.  Tucker,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Massachusetti^ 
Wendover,  Wheaton;  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wil- 
longhby,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baer,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Chappefl, 
Clark  ofKienUi(&.y,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Deslia,  Edwards, 
Forney,  Gaston,  Hammond,  Hanson,  Heistar,  Hnger, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Lyon,  Mills,  Moore,  Nelson 
of  Massachusetts,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Randolph, 
Robertson,  Boot,  OwSby,  Thomas,  Ward  of  New  T<ak» 
Whiteside,  WllUn,  WilUam  Wilson,  Woodward, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

MILITARY  SERVICES. 

The  House  again  resumed  the  eonsidcration  of 
the  bill  makicg  farther  provision  for  military  ser- 
vises  doriog  the  late  war  and  for  other  ptirposes, 
which  occopiad  the  remaioder  of  the  sitting. 

Several  ataendmeote  were  successively  o£fend 
to  the  bill,  most  of  them  verbal,  and  iDVoIvingao 
principle — some  of  which  were  agreed  to,  and 
others  rejected.  Among  the  former  was  an 
ameodtfieot  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAimon, 
to  ioelnde  the  cases  of  those  persona  who  shw 
have  died  after  their  reti^rn  home,  of  woanda^  &o. 
received  in  service.  Among  ibe  rejected  auund- 
meots  was  one  offered  by  Mr.  Bibdseyb,  to  grant 
the  altowaoce  provided  in  the  bill,  to  the  father 
or  mother,  where  there  be  no  widow  or  child  left 
by  the  decedent. 

After  several  uosooaeasfal  motiona  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table  and  have  it  priO(«d  as  aaendad^ 
and  to  adjourn— 

The  bill  was  finally  ordered,  with  the  ameod* 
nenta,  to  be  cngiosaed  and  read  a  third  time. 

MoNOAT,  PiAraary  36. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  pi*titi<Hi 
of  John  M.  Forbes,  hite  Coasul  of  the  unftefl 
States  at  Hvmbtirg,  praying  that  the  Seeretarr 
of  State  may  be  authorized  to  admit  and  i»ysacrD 
part  of  his  claim  for  loss  of  exchange^  interest, 
and  other  incidental  charges,  as  maj^  be  found 
equitably  due  to  htm,  on  account  of  h'la  expendi- 
tures for  the  relief  and  protection  of  destitute  and 
distressed  American  seamen  ia  Earopeaa  ports.— 
Referred  to  Messrs.  Shith,  laviNO,  of  New  York, 
and  FiTKiH. 

Mr.  Babbodb  preaeated  a  petition  of  Thomas 
Mallory,  praying  compeosalion  for  the  time  he 
was  sick,  while  on  a  toor  of  militia  dnty,  and  for 
remuneration  of  his  expenses  vbile  sick  and  ra- 
ttnaing  to  his  place  of  residence. — Keferred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  TucKEB  presented  a  petition  of  the  Mayor. 
Alderman,  and  Common  Coaaeil  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  prayiog  that  the  said  city  may  be 
established  ai.  a  port  of  entry.— Referred  to  the 
Comntittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  PoRsyTH,  from  the  Committee  on  Poreigi 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
passed  on  the  30th  of  March,  1802,  to  regulate 


Digitized  by 


1060 
H-opR. 


mSTOET  OF  CONGEESS. 


loeo 


National  JBmUe. 


FinouT,  1816. 


trade  aod  intercourse  with  the  IndUo  tribe!,  and 
to  preserve  peace  od  the  frontiers;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

An  eDgr(»sed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
farther  prorisioo  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,  and  for  other  purpows,"  was  read  the 
third  time  aod  passed. 

BOUNTY  FOR  MILITAKY  SERVIC28. 
Mr.  Vancet  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  oo  the  petition  of  Abigail  O'Ftyng, 
which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  V.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Patrick  O'FIyng,  Abigail  O'Flyog, 
and  Edmund  O'Flyog;  which  was  read  twioe 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Hoate  to-morrow. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 
That  AUfiil  OTIyng  is  the  wifo  of  Patrick  O'Flrng, 
of  die  town  of  BaUvia,  in  the  8uta  of  New  York. 
Daring  the  late  war  Patrick  O'Fljog,  and  three  ofhis 
•on^  Patrick,  Temple  E..  and  Edmund  CFlyngi  en- 
listed aa  soldiers  in  the  armj  of  the  United  States. 
The  Ather  continued  in  the  serTice  until  the  38th  of 
Jnne,  1816,  and  was  then  bonorabtj  discharged ;  EA- 
asnnd  O'F^ng,  the  youngest  son,  on  accoant  of  dis- 
tipgnished  good  conduct  and  braveir,  wss  discharged 
from  the  aervicc,  and  obtained  a  cadet's  appointment 
in  tiie  MiUtai7  Academy  at  West  Point;  Patrick 
O'FIyng,  on  aecoontof  his  htave  and  meritorioaacm- 
dnct,  waa  promoted  to  the  appointment  of  a  lieoten- 
ancy.  and  Temple  E.  O'FIyng  to  that  of  ensign.  Pat- 
rick led  the  forlorn  of  tba  first  brigade,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Miller,  in  the  sortie  at  Port  Erie  ;  and 
of  the  twenty-four  men  whom  he  commanded,  twenty 
were  kiUed  or  wounded.  Since  the  termioatton  of  the 
war  he  has  died,  without  wife  or  child.  Temple  E. 
O'FIyng,  oo  that  memorable  occasion,  equally  distin- 
gniehed  hiraaelf;  he  receiTed  a  wound,  of  whioli  he 
died  the  neit  day,  leering  no  wiib  or  diild. 

The  petilktner  states  that  her  husband,  being  old 
and  infirm,  is  nnaUe  to  attend  to  his  business,  and  that 
she  has  mads  application  to  the  War  Department  for 
the  bounty  land  of  her  husband  and  sons,  aod  has  re- 
ceived for  answer  that  her  husband,  Patrick  OTIyng, 
Mng  above  ferty-five,  and  her  youngest  son,  Edmund, 
being  under  eighteen,  at  the  tune  of  their  enlistment, 
the  act  of  Congrees  doea  net  authoriie  the  department 
to  issne  warrants  for  the  land ;  and  that,  in  conse- 
quenoe  of  the  promotion  of  her  other  two  aons,  Patrick 
and  Temple,  lo  appointments  in  the  Army,  they  are 
not  enUtled  to  their  bounty  lands. 

The  committee  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  construc- 
tiOD  of  the  act  of  Congress,  given  to  it  by  the  depart- 
ment. H  amect ;  but  they,  at  the  same  sime,  entertain 
no  doubt  of  the  equitable  and  just  claim  of  the  petl* 
»*™«dh«hosb«id.  Notwithstanding  the  father 
waa  above  forty-five,  and  the  youngest  son  under  eight- 
een, they  performed  services,  as  soldiers,  important 
and  valuable  to  their  countiy,  and  hi^y  honorable  to 
thmnselves  and  Uieir  family. 

The  committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  claim  of 
the  petitioner  and  her  husband,  for  the  bounty  land  of 
Lieutenant  and  Ensign  O'FIyng,  is  equally  meritori- 
ous and  just.  It  cannot  possibly  be  the  policy  of  the 
wrernment  to  withhold  the  bounty  land  of  a  soldier 
hennae  he  has  diatingnished  himself  1^  his  bravery 
•no  good  conduct  so  as  to  merit  and  receive  an  SApoint- 
■«»t  m  the  Anaj.  -rr— 


Tb»  oenmittee  are  of  opbiiett  that  the  penoM  iB> 
Ujerted  an  entitled  to  rel&n and  tbenfei^npott 

Mr.  Yahcby  also  made  a  report  on  the  petiiioa 
of  Thomas  Ap  Caiesby  Jon«a,  a  Lteutenaat  in 
the  Navy  ;  which  was  read ;  when  Mi.  Y.  «• 

Jorted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  CatcAv 
ones;  which  was  read  twice  and  eomnitledtt 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 
The  Hoiiae  hwag  resolved  itaelfinto  aCon- 
initwe  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  JUmuiON,  of  Vireinii,  to 
the  Chair,  on  that  subject,  the  bill  having  bttt 
rea^,  establiabiag  a  National  Bank,  witbicapi- 
lal  of  thirty-fire  milUons  of  dollars— 

Mr.  Calrodh  rose  to  explain  bis  views  of  t 
subject  SO  interesting  to  the  Republio,  ami  se 
necessary  to  be  correctly  understood,  as  that  ef 
the  bill  now  before  the  CommiKee.  Hepropoicd 
at  this  time  only  to  discuss  general  priocipki, 
withoot  reference  to  details.  He  was  aware,  hi 
(Aid,  that  principle  and  detail  might  be  uniiei 
but  he  sliould  at  present  keep  them  distiocU  He 
did  not  propose  to  comprehend  in  this  discusuon 
the  power  of  Congress  to  grant  bank  cbarten 
nor  the  question  whether  the  general  tendency ol 
banks  was  favorable  or  uofaTorable  to  the  libeay 
and  prosperity  of  the  country  j  nor  the  nuestioo 
whether  a  National  Bank  would  be  favorable  to 
the  operations  of  the  Government.  To  discuss 
these  questions,  he  conceived,  would  be  an  use 
less  consumption  of  time.   The  Constitutional 
question  had  been  already  eo  freely  and  frequeat- 
ly  discussed,  that  all  hacf  made  op  their  miad  oa 
it.  "The  quesiion  whether  banks  were  faroiahle 
to  public  liberty  and  prosperity,  wu  one  purdy 
speculative.   The  fact  of  the  exieteoee  of  baaing 
aud  their  incorporaiioo  with  the  commercial coi- 
cerns  and  industry  of  the  nation,  proved  tbatia* 
quiry  to  come  too  late.   The  only  question  wai, 
on  ibis  hand,  under  what  modideationa 
banks  most  useful,  aod  whether  the  H  nited  Staiv 
ought  or  ought  not  to  exercise  the  power  to  esiab- 
lisha  bank.  As  to  the  question  whether  a  Na- 
tional Bank  would  be  favorable  to  theadmiait- 
tration  of  the  finances  of  the  Ooreromeat,  it  wai 
one  on  which  there  was  so  little  doubt,  that  geo* 
tiemen  would  excuse  him  if  he  did  not  eoter  lato 
It.  Leaving  all  these  questions  then,  Mr.  Caid. 
he  proposed  to  examine  the  cause  and  stale  el 


the  disorders  of  the  national  eurrener.  and  tbe 
question  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of  Coa- 
gre^s,  by  establishing  a  National  Bank,  to  remon 
those  disorders.  This,  he  observed,  was  a  «uei- 
tion  of  novelty  and  vital  importaDce— a  quee''" 
which  greatly  affected  the  character  aod  p 
iiy  of  the  country. 

As  to  the  State  of  the  currency  of  the  D< 
Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  remark  that  it  was  extn 
depreciated,  and  in  degrees  varying  accordi 
the  different  sections  of  the  country,  all  " 
asseoi.  That  this  state  of  the  currency 
stain  on  public  and  private  credit,  and  iojiirioiv 
to  the  morals  of  the  cummunity,  was  so  clear  a 
position  as  to  require  no  prooiN  There  were, 
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howerer,  other  coasiderations  arising  from  tb« 
sute  of  the  carreBC/  doI  m  distioeilT  felt,  nor  so 
geoeimUr  asseoted  to.  The  state  of  our  cireala- 
nng  medtum  was,  he  said,  opposed  to  the  prioci- 
ples  of  the  Federal  Constitatton.  The  j^wer 
was  giTeo  to  Congress  hj  that  iostrameot  in  ex* 
press  terms  to  r^olate  the  carreacr  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States.   In  point  of  fact,  he  said,  that  power, 
though  giren  to  Congress,  is  not  in  their  bands. 
The  power  is  exercised  bf  banking  institolions, 
BO  longer  responsible  for  the  correctness  with 
which  ther  manage  it.   Gh>ld  and  silver  hare 
disappeared  entirel]r ;  there  is  no  monef  but  pa- 
per monejr,  and  that  monejr  is  beyond  the  control 
of  Congress.   No  one,  he  said,  who  referred  to 
:he  Constitution,  eonld  doubt  that  the  money  of 
'be  United  States  was  intended  tQ  be  placed  en- 
rely  under  the  control  of  Congress.   The  only 
object  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  could  have 
tn  view  in  giving  to  Congress  the  power  "  to 
eoio  money,  regoUle  the  value  thereof  and  of 
foreign  coin,"  must  have  been  to  giro  a  steadi* 
Msi'  and  fixed  ralue  to  the  currency  of  the  United 
States.   The  stale  of  things  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  afforded  Mr.  C.  an 
argument  in  support  of  his  construction.  There 
then  existed,  he  said,  a  depreciated  paper  curren- 
cy, whieh  eould  only  be  r^ulated  and  made  uni- 
form by  giving  a  power  for  that  purpose  to  the 
General  Qovernment.   The  Sutes  coold  not  do 
it   He  argued,  therefore,  taking  into  view  the 
prohibition  against  the  States  issuing  bills  of 
credit,  that  there  was  a  strong  presumption  this 
power  was  intended  to  be  exclusively  given  to 
Confess.   Mr.  C.  acknowledged  there  was  no 
ptoTision  in  the  Constitution  by  which  States 
were  prohibited  from  creating  the  bonks  which 
■ow  exeroiscd  this  power ;  Iwt,  he  said,  banks 
were  then  but  litUe  known ;  there  was  bat  one, 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  with  a  capital  of 
mly  four  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  uni- 
rertal  opinion  was.  that  bank  notes  represented 
^4  and  silver,  and  that  there  eould  be  no  neces- 
sitf  to  prohibit  banking  institutions  under  this 
impression,  because  their  notes  always  repre- 
sented gold  and  silver,  and  they  could  not  be 
multiplied  beyond  the  demands  of  the  couotry. 
Mr.  C.  drew  the  distinction  between  banks  of 
droosite  and  banks  of  discount,  the  latter  of 
which  were  then  but  little  understood,  and  their 
absse  not  conceived  until  demonstrated  by  recent 
eiperience.  No  man,  he  remarked,  in  the  Coo- 
reittion,  much  talent  and  wisdom  as  it  eontaioed, 
coold  possibly  bare  foreseen  the  conrse  of  these 
institntioos }  that  they  would  hare  multiplied 
fram  one  to  two  hundred  and  sixty :  from  a  cap- 
ital of  four  hundred  thousand  dollhra  to  one  of 
eighty  millions ;  from  being  eonsistent  with  the 
ftovisioos  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  exclusive 
r%bt  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  enrrency,  that 
they  would  be  directly  opposed  to  it;  that  so  far 
|nm  their  credit  depeadtog  on  their  punctuality 
it  redeeming  their  hills  with  specie,  they  might 
SO  on,  ad  imnitum,  in  violation  of  their  contract, 
vithwit  a  (foliar  in  their  raults.  There  had,  in- 
wd.  Hi.  C.  laid,  ben  an  extnunrdiury  rar»- 
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Itttion  in  the  currency  of  the  country.  By  a  sort 
of  under-current,  the  power  of  Congress  to  regu- 
late the  money  of  the  country  had  cared  in,  and 
upon  its  ruin  had  sprong  up  those  institutiona 
which  now  exercised  the  right  of  making  money 
for  and  in  the  United  States— for  gold  and  silrer 
are  not  the  only  money,  but  whatever  is  the  me- 
dium of  purchase  and  sale,  in  which  bank  ptpef 
alone  was  now  employed,  and  had,  therefor^ 
become  the  money  of  the  country.  A  change, 
great  and  wonderful,  has  taken  place,  said  he, 
which  dii  its  you  of  your  rights,  and  turns  yon 
back  to  tl/e  condition  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
in  which  every  State  issued  bills  of  credit,  which 
were  made  a  legal  tender  and  were  of  nriou 
value. 

This,  then,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  the  evil.  We 
hare  in  lieu  of  gold  aad  silver  a  paper  medium, 
unequally  but  generally  depreciated,  which  af- 
fects the  trade  and  industry  of  the  nation ;  which 
paralyzes  the  national  arm;  which  sullies  the 
faith,  both  public  and  private,  of  the  United 
Slates;  a  paper  no  longer  resting  on  gold  and 
silver  as  its  basis.  We  hare  indefed  laws  regu- 
lating the  currency  of  foreign  coin,  bat  they  are 
under  present  circumstances  a  mockery  of  legis- 
lation, because  there  is  no  coin  in  circolatton. 
The  right  of  makiag  money— an  attrtbnte  of  sot- 
ereign  power,  a  sacred  and  important  right — wm 
exercised  by  two  hundred  and  sixty  banks,  scat* 
tered  orer  every  part  of  the  United  States,  not 
responsible  to  any  power  whatever  for  their  issues 
of  paper.  The  next  and  great  inquiry  was,  be 
said,  now  this  evil  was  to  be  remedied.  Restore 
said  he,  these  institutions  to  their  original  use; 
cause  them  to  give  up  their  usurped  power  t 
cause  them  to  return  to  their  legitimate  office  of 

Eilaces  of  discount  and  deporite ;  let  them  be  no 
onger  mere  paper  machines ;  restore  the  state  nt 
things  whieh  existed  anterior  to  1813,  which  was 
consistent  with  the  just  policy  and  interesu  of 
the  country ;  cause  them  to  fuml  their  eontraelt, 
to  respect  their  broken  faith,  resolve  that  every- 
where there  shall  be  an  uniAMrm  ralae  to  the 
national  currency,  your  ConstUutional  control 
will  then  prevail. 

How,  then,  be  proceeded  to  examine,  was  the 
desirable  end  to  be  attained?  What  difficulties 
stand  in  the  way?  The  reason  why  the  banks 
could  not  now  comply  with  their  contract  was 
that  conduct  which  in  private  life  frequently  pro- 
duces the  same  effect.  It  was  owing  to  the  prod- 
igality of  their  engagements  without  means  to 
fulfil  them;  to  their  issning  more  paper  than 
they  could  possibly  redeem  with  specie.  la  the 
United  Slates,  according  to  the  best  estimation, 
there  waa  not  in  the  raults  of  all  the  banks  more 
than  fifteen  millions  of  specie,  with  a  capital 
amounting  to  a^at  eighty-two  millions  of  dol- 
lars; hence  the  cause  of  the  depreciation  of  bank 
notes— the  excess  of  paper  io  circulation  beyond 
that  of  specie  in  their  vaults.  This  excess  was 
visible  to  the  eye,  and  almost  audible  to  the  ear; 
so  familiar  was  the  fact  that  this  paper  was  era- 
phacieally  called  troth  or  ragt.  According  to 
Mtiinatioii,>alMi,  he  said  then  were  in  einnlMie* 


MiftoRoI  Bank. 


Digitized  by 


ft  the  ffune  dMe,  wjtbin  thp  UnUad  States,  t«to 
iuuidred  milUons  of  doUars  of  bank  notes,  cred- 
its, and  bank  pap^r,  ia  one  shape  or  other.  Sup- 
ftmu^  thirty  miUiona  of  these  to  be  in  possev- 
von  of  the  banks  ihemselres,  there  were  perhaps 
one  hundred  and  seveaty  millions  actually  in 
eixeulation,  or  on  which  tbe  bankd  drav  interest. 
The  proportion  between  the  demand  and  supply 
vhicn  r^ulates  ttie  price  of  eTery  thing,  r^[U- 
lates  also  the  value  of  this  paper.  In  proportion 
as  tbe  issue  is  excessive,  it  depreciates  in  ralue; 
and  DO  wonder,  when,  &iace  1810  or  ISll,  Lbe 
•ffiouDt  of  paper  in  circulation  had  increased 
irom  eighty  or  ninety  to  two  hundred  millioas. 
l|r.  C.  hcie  caamiDed  the  opinion  entectained  by 
some  gentlemen  that  bank  paper  had  not  depre- 
eifledj  but  that  gold  and  silver  bad  depreciated, 
a  pontion  l)a  denied  by  aiguments  fonaded  on 
tha  portability  of  gold  and  silver  which  would 
•qoilize  their  value  in  every  part  of  ihe  United 
Mates,  and  on  the  facts,  that  gold  and  silver  coin 
had  increased  in  quantity  instead  of  diminishing, 
and  tint  tbe  exchange  with  Qreat  Britain  had 
beta  (at  gold  and  silver  value*)  for  some  lime 
past  in  favor  of  the  United  States.  Yet,  he  said, 
gold  and  silver  were  teaviog  our  shores.  In  fact, 
W«  have  degraded  the  metallic  currency ;  we 
have  treated  it  with  iodigoity,  it  leaves  us^  and 
st^s  an  asylmn  on  foreign  shores.  Let  it  be- 
cMne  tbe  basis  of  baok  traasactiops,  and  it  will 
levisit  us.  Haviiu  established,  as  he  conceived, 
in  the  course  ol  ait  raimvlut  that  tbe  excess  of 
paper  isstt**  vaa  tbe  true  and  onL?  cause  of  da- 

EeciatioD  oC  our  paper  enrreoey,  Mc  C.  turDcd 
a  atttention  to  tbe  manner  in  which  that  excess 
id  been  prodooed.  It  was  intimately  connected 
INth  the  suspension  of  specie  payments; -they 
stood  w  cause  and  effect ;  first)  the  expessive 
iMue*  caused  the  suspeofiioQ  of  specie  payments, 
aad  advantage  had  been  taken  of  that  suspension 
to  issue  still  greater  floods  of  it.  Tbe  backs  bad 
undertaken  to  do  a  new  business,  uocoagenial 
with  tbeiwiure  of  such  iastitutiops;  they  under- 
took to  make  lopg  loans  to  Goveroment,  not  as 
Wolfers,  but  as  stockiwlder*— a  practice  wholly 
inconsistent  with  tbe  system  of  siwcie  payments. 
Afiar  showing  the  difference  between  the  ordi- 
aary  bii^inesa  of  a  bank  in  discounts,  and  the 
iqakipg  loana  for  twelve  ynrs,  Ur.  C  said,  indte- 
pittat^r  itie  Utter  practice  was  a  great  and  Imid- 
lagcau^e  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
(n  tbu  species  of  property  (public  stock)  the 
banks  in  the  United  States  held  on  the  SOih  day 
of  September  last  about  eighteen  and  a  half  mil- 
liops,  and  a  nearly  equal  amount,  of  Treasury 
note?,  besides  stock  for  loog  loans  made  to  tbie 
State  goveconaeots,  amouDticg,  altogether,  to 
within  a  small  amount  of  forty  miilioos,  beioig  a 
Urge  proportion  of  their  actual  capital.  Thi^ 
ha  Mid,  was  the  great  cause  of  the  auspeosioq  of 
specie  payments.  Had  the  banks  (be  now  dis* 
euised  the  quesiioo)  the  capacity  to  resume  spe- ; 
cie  payment  1  If  (hey  have  the  dispusiiiou,  he 
sai^  ihey  mav  resume  specie  paymeou.  The 
haaks  are  not  (usolveat,  be  said ;  tbejr.  never  were 
VPte  Boii^i^t.  If  joi  th;  term  itself  iiqpHe«  that, 
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if  tiina  ^  allowed  them,  they  may  hefoce  Uag 
be  in  a  cot^ditioa  to  resume  paym«it  of  specie. 
If  the  banks  would  r^ularljr  and  eonseotaoe- 
ously  he^n  to  dispose  of  their  stock,  to  eall  ia 
their  notes  for  the  Treasury  notes  they  have, 
and  moderately  curtail  their  private  discoaou;  if 
they  would  act  in  concert  in  this  maaoer,  they 
might  resume  specie  myments.  If  tliey  wmlo 
withdraw  by  the  sale  of  a  part  only  of  then 
stock  and  Treasury  notes,  twenty-five  millioiu  qf 
their  notes  from  circulation,  the  rest  wouU  be 
depreciated  to  par,  or  uearnr,  and  they  would 
still  have  fifteen  millioDs  of  stock  di^sableto 
send  to  Europe  for  sp^ie.  dtc.  With  thirty  mil- 
lioiu of  dolUrs  in  toeir  oaaks,  and  so  much  of 
their  payer  withdrawn  from  circulation,  tbey 
would  be  in  a  condition  to  resume  paynMOis  in 
specie.  The  only  difficulty,  that  of  prodifcing 
concert,  was  one  which  it  belonged  to  Congren 
to  surmount.  The  indisposition  of  the  haii^ 
from  motives  of  interest,  obviously  growing  oat 
of  the  vast  profits  most  of  them  have  Utely  re- 
alized, by  which  tbe  stockholders  bare  realized 
from  12  to  20  per  cent,  on  their  stock,  would  b«, 
he  showed,  the  greatest  obsucLe.  Whu,  he  asked, 
was  a  bank  1  Aja  iiMtitution,  under  present  uses, 
to  make  money.  What  was  the  instinct  of  sueb 
an  institution 7  Qaiq,  gain;  nothing  but  gain; 
and  they  would  not  williogly  relioftuish  their 
gain  from  tbe  present  state  of  things,  whieh  wf» 
profitable  to  thein,  actiqg  as  Ihey  did  witboqt 
testcaittt,  and  without  hazard*  Thoie  who  b»- 
lUved  thai  the  present  stat*  tbii^  would 
ever  cure  itself,  Mr.  C.  said]  mnet  beliere  ifttat 
is  impossible ;  banks  ntisc  ohaoge  their  nttor^ 
lajr  aside  their  iostiQQt,  before  they  will  tid  ia 
doing  what  it  is  not  their  interest  to  do< 
this  process  of  reasoniag,  he  came  to  the  oonohi* 
sioo  that  it  rested  vnth  Congress  to  make  titm 
return  to  specie  payntents  by  making  it  ihfur  i|* 
terest  to  do  so.  This  iatroqiiead  tha  ■vb'^ot  if 
the  National  Bank. 

A  Natioi^l  Baok,  he  said,  Myiog  specie  'vm^, 
would  have  a  tendency  to  nwce  specie  ^ya<|Dts 
general,  %s  well  by  its  influence  as  by  iu«wp- 
ple.  It  will  be  the  interest  of  tbe  National  Bank 
to  produce  this  state  of  things,  because  othM* 
vise  its  operations  will  be  greatly  clccuinseribctl, 
as  it  must  pay  out  sjieoie  acNatioaalBaDkMMi* 
for  he  pcesutned  one  of  the  first  rales  of  Muk  • 
bank  wottld  be  to  take  the  notes  of  bo  b»nk 
whioh  did  not  pay  in  gpld  and  silr^r.  A  Na- 
tional Bank  of  thirty-fiiia  nilUoDs,  with  tbeatd 
of  those  banks  which  are  at  once  ready  to  pay 
specie,  would  j»oduoe  a  ppyrarful  effect  all  over 
the  Union.  Further,  a  NaUonal  Bank  would 
enable  tbe  Qovernment  lo  resort  to  meastltfls 
which  would  make  it  unprofitable  to  baahpto 
coQiinue  the  violation  of  their  contracts,  and  sd- 
rantageous  to  reiuro  to  the  observation  of  tbM>> 
The  leading  measures  of  this  character  woaldOB 
to  strip  the  banks  refusiua  to  pay  specie 
the  profits  arising  from  the  ousiuess  of  the  gov- 
ernment, to  prohibit  deposites  nMih  tb^Qt  ^ 
refuse  to  receive  their  notes  in  paymeat  of  dues 
to  tbe  GtoTarjuaaat.  How  far  si^  weunni 
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vovld  be  efficaeioira  in  prodiicing  n  return  to 
•peete  payments,  be  was  unable  to  say ;  but  it 
was  aa  far  as  he  would  be  williD|[  to  20  at  the 
present  session.  If  they  pernsted  m  rnbsing  to 
resume  payments  in  specie,  Concrem  Must  xeSort 
to  bieasures  of  k  deeper  tone,  tirbteh  they  had  in 
thvir  power. 

The  restoration  of  specie  payments,  Mr.  C. 
aivoed,  would  remove  the  embamunmeuts  on  tbe 
tBiffUStrj  of  the  coifatry,  and  the  stains  from  it& 
public  and  prirate  f^tth.  It  remained  to  see 
whether  this  House,  without  whose  aid  it  was  in 
rain  to  eipect  success  in  this  object,  would  hare 
the  fortitude  to  apply  the  remedy.  If  this  was 
BOt  the  proper  remedjTj  he  hoped  it  would  be 
shown  by  the  proposiuou  of  a  proper  substitute, 
and  not  apposed  by  vazue  and  general  declama* 
tjon  aninst  banks.  The  disease,  he  said,  ina 
deep;  It  affected  public  opinion,  and  whaterer 
adbets  public  omoioo  tonehes  the  riuls  of  the 
GoTemment.  HereaAer,  he  said,  Congress  would 
i^ever  stand  io  the  same  relation  to  this  measure 
in  which  they  now  did.  The  disease  arose  in 
tiffie  al  waf }  the  war  bad  subsided,  but  left  the 
dlsMKe,  which  it  t^as  now  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  eradicate;  but,  If  they  did  not  now  ex- 
ercise the  power,  they  would  become  abettors  of 
a  state  of  tnioes  which  was  of  rital  consequence 
to  public  moralitr,  as  he  showed  by  various  illus- 
trations. He  called  upon  the  House,  as  gnar- 
ifa'ans  of  the  public  weal,  of  the  beattb  of  tiie 
body  politic  which  depended  on  the  public  mor- 
^s,  to  interpose  against  a  state  of  things  which 
was  inconsistent  with  either.  He  appealed  to 
th«  Bbn«^  too.  as  the  guardians  of  pnhlie  fliith 
and  private  fiiidi.  In  what  mannn,  he  asked, 
were  the  ptiblie  eoatrsets  fbUtlled  ?  In  ^Id  and 
nlrler,  in  irbich  the  Government  bad  stipatated 
to  pay  7  No ;  in  paper  issued  by  these  institu- 
dons ;  in  paper  greatly  depreciated ;  in  paper 
depreciated  from  five  to  twenty  per  cent,  below 
the  currency  in  which  the  Government  had  con- 
tracted to  pay,  &c.  He  added  another  argument: 
the  inequality  of  taxation  in  consequence  of  the 
state  of  the  circulating  medium,  wbichjUotiirlih- 
sunding  the  taxes  were  paid  with  strict  r^rd 
to  the  Constitution^  provision  for  their  equality, 
made  the  people  in  one  section  of  the  Union  pay 
perhaps  one-fifth  more  of  the  same  tax  than  those 
itt  another.  The  GonstitutiOD  having  given  Con- 
gress the  power  to  remedy  these  eiils,  theV  were^ 
Se  contended,  deeply  reapDnsibte  fbr  their  coti- 
tinuance. 

The  evil  he  HXAtti  to  remedy,  Mft.  C.  akid| 
Wks  It  disfcp  one ;  ^most  ineittabte,  bteause  con- 
Ueted  with  public  opinion,  over  which  banks 
hare  a  great  control ;  they  have,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, a  control  over  the  press.  For  proin  ctf  which. 
&e  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  present' wretched 
state  of  the  circulating  medium  had  scarcebr  been 
{enounced  by  a  single  paper  within  the  United 
Sifttes.  The  derangement  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium, he  said,  vras  a  joint  tbrojrn  out  of  its  soc- 
ket; let  it  remain  for  a  short  tim^  in  that  state, 
tnd  the  sinews  will  be  so  knit  that  it  cannot  be 
r^teed;  apply  the  remedy  soon,  and  it  is  au 


dterati^on  tMf^  though  pttinfaL  The  ^11  ^w«, 
whilst  the  resistance  to  it  becomes  weak;  and, 
unless  checked  at  once,  will  become  irresistild^. 
Mr.  C.  concludoi^  bf  observing,  that  he  could 
have  said  much  more  on  this  iinportant  sut^ee^ 
but  he  knew  how  difficult  it  was  to  gain  Ae  n* 
teniion  of  the  House  to  long  addresses.  ^ 

Mr.  RANDOLPtt,  in  explainmg  an  tdlnsio*  which 
Mr.  Calhoun  hna  made  to  a  remark  of  his  at  a 
fdrmer  occasion,  said  that  he  had  listened  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  frith  pleasure;  he  was  gtad 
to  se6  a  cause  so  important  in  bands  so  able.  He 
promised  the  honorable  gentleman,  though  he 
might  not  agree  in  his  mode  of  remedying  thb 
evil,  he  would  go  with  turn  in  the  application  of 
any  adequate  remedy  to  an  eril  irnieh,fae  re- 
gaTded  as  tnint  enormous. 
:  Mr.  WaKo,  of  Bfassachastods,  nknowte^nff 
the  correctness  of  the  representaaOn  of  the  ekbt- 
iog  evil]  fbr  which  he  appeared  to  think  the 
remedy  was  near  at  hand  and  more  simple  in  its 
application  tban  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank,  viz:  by  refusing  to  receive  the  notes  of 
those  banks,  which  do  not  pay  specie,  io  dues  to 
the  Government.  But  for  an  alliance,  which  he 
considered  disgraceful  to  the  coantry  and  unjust 
to  individuals,  Iratween  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  banks  which  refused  to  pa(v 
specie,  the  evil  never  would  have  existed.  If 
Congress  adopted  the  measure  whioh  he  (Mr.  \T.) 
proposed,  those  banks  must  go  down  and  public 
credit  rise.  Why  not  resort  at  first  to  the  obvious 
expedient,  and  then  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  less  urgent  question  of  establishing  a  Nlt> 
tional  Bank  7  The  banks,  who  it  was  now  agreea 
bad  engaged  in  a  business  for  wliiefa  they  were 
not  calculated,  baring  received  a  sufficient  bonos 
for  the  loans  tney  made  to  Gtovernmeut,  and  ma^ 
handsome  profits  by  it,  had  no  claim  on  Gorera:- 
ment  to  protect  them  in  their  refusal  to  par  spe- 
cie. Mr.  W.  rose  not  to  propose  any  amendment 
to  the  bill,  but  to  express  his  entire  coineidenee 
in  thw  gentleman's  opinion  that  a  greict  eril  exists, 
which  Congress  had  the  power  to  remedy ;  an^ 
if  the  remedv  were  not  immediately  applied,  o'A 
them  would  be  the  responsibnhy  and  the  tdAne. 

Mr.  Sbrgeast  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  « thirty-five," 
and  inserting  'twenty,*'  as  the  amount  of  the  cap- 
ital of  the  bank.  He  did  not  intend,  he  said,  to 
go  into  a  ^neral  consideration  of  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  or  of  the  motion  now  submitted  by  him. 
He  made  the  mbtlAn  on  the  cronnd  of  die  iteti 
and  awamenta  inn  AliVered  by  the  gentlemaii 
flrom  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  Vrom 
the  quantity  of  paper  stated  to  be  in  circulation, 
he  thought  the  calculation  fair  that  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  added  to  the  existing  bank  capital 
was  larger  tban  necessary,  and  entered  into  some 
calculations  to  support  the  propriety  of  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  the  motion  would  nfot 
prevail,  and  replied  briefly  to  the  calculations  of 
Mr.  Seboeant.  The  necessity  of  a  larger  capital 
consisted,  he  said,  in  the  important  fuuctioia  to 
be  performed  by  the  National  Bank.  The  deain- 
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ble  point  WAS  to  fix  th«  capital  so  large  as  to  pre- 
vent undue  profit,  and'so  as  to  prcreot  a  loss  to 
die  stoekholaers.  Perhaps  a  bank  of  twenty  mil- 
lions mi^ht  afford  a  fair  profit,  bat  the  great 
basiness  it  would  hare  to  perfonn  made  a  larger 
capital  necessary. 

Mr.  Pitkin  supported  tbe  moiioD  to  reduce  tbe 
capital.'  He  thought  tbe  banking  capital  of  tbe 
country  already  too  great,  and  oflrerea  a  few  eal- 
eolations  to  prore  tbe  positton.  In  1805,  1806, 
and  1807,  said  he,  when  the  commerce  of  tbe 
coDDtry  was  very  great,  our  baaking  capital  did 
not  exceed  fifty  or  sixty  millions ;  aDdyet,  in  those 
timet,  BO  eomi^nt  was  heard  of  the  defieteaey 
of  capital.  If  not  more  ihao  that  amoaot  was 
wanted,  then,  is  it  possible  that  one  hundred  and 
thirty  or  one  huadred  and  forty  millions  can  be 
aeeaasary  at  this  time?  Mr.  P.  declared  himself 
ia  favor  of  a  National  Bank,  if  it  could  be  estab- 
lished on  good  principles,  such  as  would  restore 
tbe  old  state  of  things  when  bank  notes  were  paid 
with  specie.  If,  howerer,  the  bill  passed  with  its 
present  capital,  it  woold  in  bis  opmion  increase 
tbe  evil  instead  of  proving  a  remedy.  Such  a 
capital  was  not  necessary,  either,  for  the  purposes 
wanted.  As  to  loans,  no  bank  could  make  long 
loans  without  stopping  the  payment  of  specie  and 
destroying  the  circulating  medium}  and  to  sup- 

Crt  tbe  assertioo,  be  qaoted  the  fate  of  various 
aks  in  Europe.  A  large  capital  for  (bat  pur- 
pOM^  therefore,  was  nnaecessar]r.  Loans,  be  said, 
must  be  made  by  individuals ;  it  caaaot  be  done 
by  banks,  without  ruin;  and  a  large  capital  was 
not  necessary,  therefore,  to  enable  tbe  Oovero- 
meat  to  obtain  from  tbe  bank  all  tbe  aid  it  cotUd 
or  cnigbt  properly  to  receive.  Nor  would  a  lai^e 
capital,  he  said,  restore  the  old  state  of  things — 
that  must  be  done  by  the  eo-operaiioa  of  tbe  large 
banks  in  the  cities;  the  specie  has  got  into  those 
iMoks,  and  there  it  will- remain  until  they  resume 
the  payment  of  it.  Mr.  P.  said,  likewise,  he  was 
unwilling  to  place  fifty  mlllioDs  of  money  in  tbe 
hands  of  any  set  of  men  in  this  country.  They 
would  use  it  oppressively;  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States  bad  done  so,  and  so  woold  this. 
Bach  a  power  would  enable  them  to  wield  tbe 
destitties  of  this  nation.  For  ihii  stroag  teason, 
Hr.  P.  said,  as  well  as  the  others  he  bad  stated, 
be  was  in  favor  of  reducing  tbe  capital;  and,  to 
allow  more  time  to  reflect  on  this  important 
feature  of  the  bill,  he  moved  that  tbe  Committee 
rise. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  Calbodm,  on  what 
had  fallen  from  Mr,  Pitum.  the  Committee  rose, 
KptMTted  progress,  aad  obuined  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tuesday,  February  27. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  petitions 
from  tbe  merchants  in  the  towns  of  York  and 
Castine,  in  the  District  of  Maioe^om plaining  of 
the  monopolizing  policy  of  tbe  British  Qovern- 
ment,  in  securing  to  the  vessels  of  that  nation 
tbe  exclusive  right  to  trade  between  tbe  United 
States  and  the  British  West  Indies  and  North 
American  posaessions,  as  well  as  to  the  fisheries } 


and  praying  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted 
as  will  counteract  the  said  policy,  and  tend  to 
tbe  admission  of  American  vessen  in  the  trade 
aforesaid. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  Sebobamt  presented  a  petition  of  the 
American  Convention  for  promoting  the  aboli- 
tion of  Slavery,  stating  their  belief  that  the  act 
prohibiting  tbe  importation  of  slaves  is  evaded 
m  the  southern  part  of  tbe  Union,  and  pmying 
that  the  proTisions  of  the  said  act  may  be  strei^<h- 
eaed,  and  its  penalties  increased ;  and  Uiat  mea- 
sures may  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  freovent 
practices  of  kidnapping  free  negroes. — Referred 
to  Messrs.  Sbbqbaht,  Tatlob  of  Sontfa  Caroliaa, 
Wbioht,  Wildb,  and  Cadt. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
Stales ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBBBTSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  on  the  expediency  of  sell- 
ing forfeited  lands  in  the  Jeffersonville  district, 
which  was  read;  when  Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill 
to  authorize  tbe  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to  the 
United  Slates,  in  the  district  of  Jeffersonville,  at 
the  land  office  in  said  district ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Cnnmittee  the 
Wh^e. 

Mr.  RoBBBTSOH  also  reported  a  bill  proridiog 
for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  British 
fort  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Rapids,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  Uie 
Whole. 

Mr.  RoBBBTsoN  also  reported  a  bill  providing 
for  tbe  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  lower 
rapids  of  Sandusky  river;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  eommttted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fobstth,  tbe  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  an  set 
declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  legislature  of  Georgia,  passed  en  tbe  ISih 
of  December,  1804.  establishing  the  fees  of  the 
harbor  master  and  health  ofllcer  of  tbe  ports  of 
Savannah  and  St.  Mary's. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbbiobton,  tbe  Committee 
on  tbePuUie  Landswere  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  sale  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  within  that  tract 
of  country  in  the  State  of  Ohio  heretofore  set 
apart  and  reserved  for  satisfying  the  elsiouof 
refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Comintt- 
tee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  on  the  following 
subjects  of  inquiry,  dbc.,  referred  to  that  commit* 
tee.  Ist.  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
make  additional  provision  by  law  for  miliivf 
transportation.  2.  That  no  provision  is  neeeiMrf 
to  be  made  for  paying  certain  corps  of  roio^tttn 
in  Maine,  the  President  being  alreadv  fiiUr 
powered  by  existing  laws  to  do  so.  3d.  That  it 
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it  inexpedient  to  auame  the  paymeDt  of  interest 
on  unpaid  sums  which  may  nare  been  due  for 
militarjr  wrrices.  ith.  That  no  farther  proTision 
is  necessary  at  this  time  for  printing  and  distrib- 
uting the  militia  and  military  laws  and  articles 
of  war.  5cb.  Unfavorable  reports  od  the  petitions 
oflsidoreRemensin  and  Christopher  Colles.  The 
above  reports  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

UNSETTLED  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  HuoER  called  up  the  resolatioo  sobmiited 
a  few  days  ago  by  him,  to  inqoire  into  the  man- 
ner of  keeping  certain  public  accounts,  and  into 
the  amonat  and  cause  of  the  great  balances  now 
standing  against  individuals,  on  the  books  of  the 
Comptroller,  &c. 

Mr.  Robertson  made  some  remarks  to  enforce 
the  propriety  of  the  inquiry.  He  had  no  doubt 
there  was  great  defalcation  and  abuse  in  the  pub- 
lie  accounts,  and  hoped  the  inquiry  would  be  ef- 
fectually followed  aP'  He  aureried  to  the  re- 
missness which  he  believed  to  exist  in  some  of 
the  salary  oflScers  in  the  Qovernment,  in  relation 
totbe  settlement  of  the  public  accounts.  In  some 
instances,  he  said,  the  accountiog  oflGcers  had 
raised  accounts  against  those  who  nad  none  with 
the  Qovernment.  with  no  other  efieet  than  to 
screen  villains  who  depredate  on  the  public  trea- 
sure. That  there  were  swindlers  aod  defaulters 
among  the  public  agents,  that  there  were  men 
who  iattened  on  the  spoils  of  Government,  he  had 
00  doubt,  and  the  best  way  to  screen  them  was 
to  foist  into  their  company  the  names  of  those 
whom  they  know  to  be  of  a  different  character. 

Mr.  CoMDioT  approved  the  principle  embraced 
in  the  resolution,  but  asked  the  mover,  Mr  Hoobb, 
whether  the  ioquiry  did  not  belong  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Eipeoditurc,  and  referred  to 
^e  standing  rule  of  the  House,  which  requires 
them  to  superiotead  the  expenditures  of  money 
in  the  different  Departments,  and  report  whe- 
ther disbursements  have  been  made  agreeably  to 
law,  &c. 

That  commiitee,  he  said^  most  probably  had 
already  progressed  in  the  inquiry,  aod  if  so,  he 
tbougbt  it  would  not  be  prudent  at  so  late  a  day 
in  the  session,  to  take  it  from  them  and  place  it  in 
other  hands.  These  balances,  he  said,  had  at  a 
former  session  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  upon  a  resolution  moved 
by  himself,  insiructiog  that  committee  to  inquire 
and  report,  what  further  legal  provisions  were 
necessary  to  enforce  payment,  and  prevent  future 
delinquencies.  A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in 
the  lut  session  of  the  12th  Cooj^ress,  instituted 
an  inquiry  through  a  committee,  in  the  hope,  as 
he  expressed  iL  "that  if  they  could  not  destroy 
the  mammoth,  the  great  beaat  of  the  forest,  they 
might  at  least  be  aue  to  poison  the  rats."  This 
tat*catchingcommittee,asitbad  beeo  facetiously 
termed,  after  spending  much  time  aod  labor,  in 
taming  over  the  cart-loads  of  documeou  and  pa- 
pers thrown  upon  them  to  stifle  the  inquiry,  madf 
s  report  at  the  close  of  the  session,  and  there  it 
ended.  Such  an  inquiry,  said  Mr.  C,  to  be  pro- 
,  dactive  of  any  beneficial  result  to  the  nation. 


should  be  divided  and  subdivided  among  diffo- 
ent  committees,  giving  to  each  a  distinct  object, 
to  be  pursued  minutely  in  all  its  intricate  wind- 
ing, and  in  that  way  only,  in  his  oi»nion,  could 
the  errors  be  remedied.  Such  a  coarse,  he  should 
be  fclad  to  see  pursued  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session.  For  these  reasons,  he  should  prefer  the 
method  proposed  by  another  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Tdckbb,)  which  by  distributing  the  investiga- 
tion, and  dividing  the  labors,  would  best  promote 
the  public  interest. 

Mr.  HoQER  replied  to  Mr.  Cohdict,  and  offered 
some  further  remarks  to  obviate  the  objections 
urged  against  the  inquiry.  He  believed  the 
ject  he  nad  in  view  was  practicable,  and  that 
great  good  would  grow  out  of  it.  For  one,  he 
would  be  willing,  should  he  be  selected,  to  devote 
his  utmost  exertions  and  labor  to  an  end  so  im- 
portant ;  not  that  he  expected  to  expose  or  detect 
(lefaulters~for  he  knew  not  that  there  was  a  sin- 

Ste  one — but  for  the  satisfaction  and  benefit  to  be 
erived  from  such  a  report.  One  of  the  obieets 
also  of  the  inquiry  was  to  aid  the  puUie  officers 
and  facilitate  their  operation,  dtc. 

After  a  few  words  more  by  Mr.  Cohdict,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Rai^Md,  That  a  ssleet  eoaunttee  of  five  msaban 
be  If  pointed  to  exsmine,  gtnenllj,  into  the  snMeet 
of  onsettled  baUnees  doe  the  United  States,  and  ee> 
pedslly  into  the  snnusl  statements,  laid  before  Con- 
gress by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasary,  in  con* 
formity  to  an  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  reqoiring 
that  annual  statements  shoold  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress,  of  the  acconnts  in  the  Tressniy,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments,  which  may  have  remained  more 
than  three  years  unsettled,  or  on  irtiidi  balances  ap- 
pear to  have  been  doe  more  than  three  yesn^  prior  to 
the  30Ui  S«ptember,  then  Isst  past ;  to  investigsia  the 
csom  Tthich  have  given  rise  to  snch  nnsettled  bal- 
snees;  to  recommend  snch  measnres  as  may,  in  their 
opinion,  be  moat  likely  to  bring  de&ulters  to  a  speedy 
ssttlement  of  theb  accounts,  and  prevent,  in  time  to 
come,  the  recorrence  and  eonUonsnee  of  unsettled 
balances  to  each  an  amonnt 

Mr.  HnoBR,  Mr.  Barsodb,  Mr.  Cohdict,  Mr. 
Lton,  and  Mr.  Fornet^  were  appointed  a  cma- 
mittee  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

NATIpNAL  BANK. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Bank  bill.  Mr.  Sbroeant's  motion  to  re- 
duce the  proposed  capital  from  thirty-five  to 
twenty  millions  being  uoder  consideration- 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  express  hie 
views  of  the  subject  generally,  as  well  as  on  the 
particular  point  under  consideration.  He  ap- 
peared to  coincide  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Calbodii, 
that  the  establishment  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States  would  contribute  better  than  any  other 
measure  to  the  restoration  of  a  general  medium 
of  circulatioD  of  uniform  value.  He  was  afraid 
that  it  was  the  only  remedy.  Perhaps  he  should 
not  agree  with  the  gentleman  in  some  of  bis  posi- 
tions, particularly  as  respected  the  conduct  and 
state  of  the  banks.  It  might  be  prudent  on  the 
part  of  Congress,  he  remarked,  to  let  down  these 
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insiUatUmiM  gratlj  as  tbef  oonld,  and  do  everj" 
thing  to  voable  tb«na  to  m«et  their  engagemeQU 
by  specie  paymeois  on  some  fotare  day.  With 
wme  modification  of  the  plan  proposed  by^  this 
h^,  be  thought  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank  would  effectually  contribute  lo  that  object. 
The  banks  pending  the  war  were  the  pillars  of 
tbie.naliOD,  on  which  and  through  whose  instra- 
saentality  the  CtoTerameat  was  enabled  to  raise 
money  and  men  to  carry  on  tbe  war.  not  only  by 
their  direct  loans,  but  by  eoabliog  iiidiriduals  to 
gaake  loans  to  the  GovernmeDt.  Now,  that  we 
««iU  do  without  then,  they  had  been  called  eat- 
ei|Hllara.  Ha  wtmld  not  eall  those  eateriHllua 
now,  who,  in  war,  bad  been  the  piHars  of  the 
CkOTerDment.   Tbe  information  of  tlte  rentleman 
fa  relation  to  the  state  of  the  banks  might  be  rery 
good,  but  it  did  not  coinoide  with  the  ioformation 
or  impressions  of  Mr.  S.,  who  took  a  difiereot 
view  of  it.   He  thought  that,  as  far  as  be  had  in- 
Ibrmation,  the  banks  had  not  issned  more  notes 
than,  from  the  amouot  of  their  capitals,  they  bad 
a  &ir  right  to  do.   Adrerting  to  Mr.  Cl's  state- 
ment ofthe  nundm'  of  the  banks,  (he  wished 
diere  were  not  so  many,)  atad  of  tbeir  capital,  be 
differed  from  tbe  view  which  estimated  the 
aaiouat  <m  wtioh  th*y  draw  iaieretf,  at  an  faun- 
ikad  »d  aeTawty  ay^waa.  Bat  deducting  from 
this  ■mown  tbs  lMaa,  Ao^  eetta^ed  at  fony 
vitliM^  am  hnudrnd  and  tiAWf  mltlrma  woatd 
MlHiin<  at  fin  eatioMted  amount  on  which  the 
BMkadnwRitcTeat,  with  a  capital  of  eighty-two 
l^ntiotts.  Wat  this  too  nnieh  ?  With  mocb  less 
tfoold  the  banks  pay  bank  expenses,  and  make  a 
Teaaonabtedindead?  But,  might  not  thegeirtle- 
lUm  have  been  mistaken,  eren  in  this  esumate  7 
ttfr.  S.  thought  he  was,  and  supported  this  imfHres- 
sioD  bj  a  reference  to  such  documents  on  the 
aahject  as  were  within  bis  teach.  Be  refiorred  to 
the  document  on  the  taUe,  showing  tbe  state  oS 
t^  chartered  banks  within  tbe  District  of  Cotum- 
l^a.  He  was  rather  inolined  to  beliere  that  these 
banks  had  gone  a  little  fsfther  than  most  of  the 
baoka  of  the  United  States  in  their  issues,  the 
cause  of  which  might  be  traced  to  ttm  large  loans 
to  the  GoTernment.  The  amount  of  the  capital 
paid  in  by  all  these  banks  was  $3,321,600;  the 
bills  and  notes  diMi^inited  M^OSl.  Was  this 
too  laree  a  business  on  th«r  capital?  These 
bairits,  than  which  ;^hap5  do  banks  in  the  Union 
tkad  done  larger  bthnness,  had  not  discounted  more 
lhaii  fifty  per  eenu  beyond  the  amoant  of  their 
capital  paid  in.  As  to  tbe  amount  of  paper 
which  the  gentleman  estimated  to  Ik  in  circula- 
tion, Mr.  a.  difiered  widely  from  him.  Instead 
of  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  of  paper  beiog 
in  etrenlation  on  a  capital  of  eighty-two  millions, 
he  dotted  whether  tne  amount  was  half  that  of 
the  capital  of  tbe  banks,  say  forty-ooe  millions  of 
dollars.   He  had  some  acquaiotaoce  with  the 
operations  of  banks  from  his  practice  in  them. 
Some  banks  coold  pot  out  more  paper  than  oth- 
ers from  their  particular  situation ;  but,  in  gen- 
enl,  banks  did  not  iasne  paper  to  more  than  naif 
the  amonnt  of  their  capital.  The  notes  of  the 
rnnks  of  this  District  were  more  depreciated  than 


any  others,  end  if  the  depreeiation  ww  ia  Ihet 
owing  to  ezcessire  issues,  it  laight  be  presamed 
that  they  had  issued  more  largely  than  banls 
generally.   These  banks  had  notes  ineucolatioB 
to  the  amonnt  of  $2j094)000 ;  a  greater  propottiott 
of  notes  to  their  capital  than  banks  goaerally 
have  in  circulation  ;  bat  only  tfarev-fiftbs  of  Ate 
amoant  of  tbe  capital  paid  in.    There  wereiMi 
now  ID  circulaiioB,  Mr.  S.  verity. betUered,  as  maay 
bank  notes,  properly  so  called,  as  there  were  prior 
to  the  stoppage  of  specie  payments.  onAa 
ererywhere  were  cndeaTOrhig  to  draw  in  their 
notes.  Mr.  8.  concludeA  on  this  point,  that  as 
tbe  banks  hftd  demonstrably  not  been  prodigal  in 
the  issue  of  their  paper^  its  deprechttioo  was  not 
owing  to  the  excess  of  issue.   This  brongfat  Mr. 
S.  to  another  poiat  of  Mr.  Calhoitn's  speech,  in 
which  they  coucorred  in  opinion.   To  the  long 
loans,  he  agreed,  in  a  ^eat  measnre,  might  be 
attributed  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  of  this 
city,  of  Baltimore,  Phtladeipfaia,  and  of  New 
York.   But  be  was  not  disposed  to  censure  the 
banks  for  baring  made  those  loans.   On  the  con- 
trary, said  he.  they  aided  yon  in  times  of  need. 
1  give  them  credit  for  it.   I  would  nnrse  them 
and  bring  them  back  to  the  same  healthy  state  as 
before  they  reduced  themseWes  to  serve  you.  At 
the  same  time  Mr.  S.  said  be  agreed  that  tt  wis 
the  doty  of  tbe  banks  to  resume  specter  paymenti 
so  soon  as  it  was  possible  to  do  ifwitfaoot  iois. 
If  the^  did  not  do  it,  they  ought  to  be  compelled 
to  do  it;  Bod  through  the  tnstrumentalitf  of  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States^heOoTernmentmTght 
be  able  to  coerce  them.   The  loans  made  to  the 
Qorernment  had  been  priocipally  confined  to  the 
countrr  between  the  Hudson  and  the  Potomac ; 
a  smalt  amount  only  had  been  obtained  north 
and  sooth  of  these  limits.   The  notes  obtainrf 
by  the  Treasury  by  way  of  loan,  were  disbursed 
ia  other  quarters  of  the  country  than  that  io 
which  thev  were  obtaioed.    iTiey  had  be« 
thrown  back  upon  the  banks,  and  specie  demanded 
for  them;  with  which  demand,  made  in  large 
qtiantities,  the  banks  found  themselves  unable  to 
comply.   The  gentleman  had  given  his  opinion 
how  the  evil  might  be  remedied.   This  reaedy, 
Mr.  S.  went  on  to  observe,  he  was  one  of  those 
who  had  pressed  on  the  directors  of  the  l»°*'^ 
the  ctty  he  had  the.  honor  to  represent.  All  the 
banks  had  to  do,  he  said,  was  to  send  their 
lions  of  stock  to  the  eastward  and  soothwar^  s* 
their  stock,  and  thus  change  the  balance  of  «• 
change  and  trade  in  tbeir  faror.  When  theT 
should  do  that,  the  cause  of  the  depreeistioa  « 
their  paper  being  removed,  Mr.  S.  said  we  sfcoBW 
hear  no  more  of  it.   In  less  than  three 
those  States  which  now  had  at^rsotagen 
exchange  would  be  the  debtor  States. 
ference  in  exchange  was  little  naore  than  dmu^ 
nal,  very  little  specie  being  paid  in  any  p*»" 
the  country.  Where  bank  notes  were 
at  par,  the  banks  did  very  little  or  bo  ^"^^^ 
and  had  comparatively  no  notes  out.  » 
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agretdtomnmespMteyapntnt*!  theyniehtdo 
it.  Bnt  he  wovld  ne  bo  coercion  dow  to  Bntea 
the  period,  but  soffinr  tbea  to  do  it  peseeablT  and 
qoMtty,  and  therefore  ufelf. 

AdvertiBf;  to  the  otiBemttion  io  debate  yester- 
day  Mswmtag  an  aUianee  betveeo  tbe  Secretary 
of  tlu  Treasury  and  the  banks,  which  had  pre- 
Tsuted  Treasary  notes  from  becoming  a  etres* 
Jaiing  nediam,  Ae.,  Mr.  S.  vindicated  tbe  con- 
daet  of  the  Treamry.  Could  the  Secretary  do 
odMtwist,  be  a^ad,  ttnm  leoeiTe  tka  pnblie  daea 
i«  the  earreney  of  the  country  whan  they  wen 
ofdlectcdf  The  Becntary  had  farther  ander- 
taken  (Mr.  8.  doubted  whether  UiM  ofteer  bad 
BOt  in  thla  gone  too  far)  to  say  4bat  the  paper 
of  tfaoM  banks  which  did  not  reoeiTe  Trea- 
anrr  nolea  and  iirae  them  agaii,  choold  not  ba 
TMoived  in  payment  of  debts  doe  to-the  Qorero- 

OflDt. 

QealleDOD  were  mistaken,  Mr.  S.  said,  if  they 
sapposed  tfaey  eonld  make  Treasury  notes  a  circtt* 
lauag  medinm-— experience  bad  proved  iu  Re- 
ietring  ta  the  vmiue  of  Treasury  notes,  depceei- 
ated  gradnally  in  their  prf^rese  from  this  District 
to  Boston,  be  ieBiarksd  ihM,  although  they  were 
six  per  cent,  aliore  par  at  wltimore,  they  were 
not  then  as  valoable  as  the  aoteaf  a  merchant  at 
New  York.  It  would,  it  was  true,  be  a  great 
eoBTemeaofl  if  CKminmnt  could  issue  a  paper 
ef  this  aoet,  which  would  serra  as  acireulaaiai 
medinm,  wt  it  could  not ;  whaterer  piqnr  waa 
put  out  of  that  sort,  would  become  aa  article  of 
•ncchaariise,  to  he  bo«ghi  and  sold,  ^le  oom- 
mmi^  was  new  aeeosfecaad  to  bank  soles,  and 
fUtM  to  titem ;  and  th«r  place  ce«U  not  be  sup- 
plied hy  OoveromcDt  paper. 

An  to  the  moiioo  now  uader  conideretion  to 
reduee  the  capital,  Mr.  S.  said,  be  bad  not  ex- 
pected it  from  a  gentlemao  from  Pennsylvania, 
und  particularly  aot  from  the  gentleman  who 
made  il*  Reverting  to  the  period  of  the  estab* 
tiibmcnt  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  he 
said,  tan  millions  bore  a  larger  proportion  t«  the 
•saa  nd  demattds  of  that  day,  thaa  thirty-five 
miltiMis  did  t»  those  of  this.  The  price  of  evcry- 
Ahif  waa  theft  very  loir— eomtneree  in  its  in* 
ftney,  tha  flipping  « the  United  Staiea  extreme- 
ly and  almost  tiwredibly  limited,  dbe.  It  was 
impossible  that  a^  man  eonld  sapyose  that  a 
bask  of  tho  sane  uwmit  <»nld  arow  perform  the 
teietioaa  which  tha  Bank  of  the  United  States 
than  peiioBMdi  paMieuInly,  since  tha  Oorern- 
Baot  had  spwad  taxes  vnt  tho  whole  surfitce  of 
ihte  ooantry,  and  made  tho  aid  of  this  tastttution 
More  oxteniively  aeceasary.  With  a  reduced 
oapitai,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  operations  of  the  bank 
woaU  be  so  arcamtctibed,  thfct  it  would  afloird 
Int  littla  aid  to  mecohsBta.  He  was  not,  indeed, 
very  tenaoions,  he  «jd,  about  fear  w  five  mil- 
ttoAB  of  eafttel,  more  or  less,  bat  he  did  not  think 
ihirtyHlnre  miluons  at  ail  too  much. 

Mr.  8.  said  be  waa  not  entirely  satisfied  with 
die  plaa  of  the  bank,  proposed  bf  the  committee ; 
hat  anght  not  At  plan  ba  so  modifiad  aa  to  meet 
thanewBofalargeauqorityofthaHonsa?  He 
aaald  fiad  bat  law  ganilemaa,  ha  said,  who,  ia 


ooaversaiioB,  did  not  appear  favOr^le  to  the  ea* 
tabUsbment  of  a  bank.   Some  preferred  a  ^s 
less  complex  than  the  present ;  some  were  hos* 
tile  to  tbe  control  of  the  Government  in  it,  la 
which,  perhaps,  they  were  right.  Others  Wen 
hostile  to  Treaswy  notes  forming  any  part  of  the 
capital;  in  which.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  coocarred. 
Where  waa  the  difficulty  io  yielding  those  miaor 
points,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  general  soar 
currenee  in  favor  of  the  bill?  Other  featnm 
ere  olgected  t»— the  power  to  anthoriie  snspan* 
sion  of  payments  ia  specie,  dbc^hese  he  wofdd 
also  give  op,  rather  than  thef  sboaM  defeat  tlit 
biU  altogether.  As  to  the  question,  when  tha 
ecie  pajrmeots  of  the  bank  slwirid  eommenoh 
r.  S.  »id,  acomdiog  to  the  proposed  medto  of 
payment,  it  wonld  not  be  very  soon.  To  remedy 
tbw  objection,  be  prqwsed  that,  for  tha  sevea 
minions  of  Treasury  notes  to  be  paid  in  oa  aa*- 
count  of  the  United  States,  there  anenid  be  sub. 
ttitnted  a  stock  to  be  created  for  the  parpose,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annnok  which 
wonld  leave  a  gain  to  the  United  Stetes  (tbe  bank 
dividing  eight  per  ceDl.)  of  three  per  cent,  per 
snnom  on  that  amonnt;  which  voald,  by  its  at> 
cnmnlation  and  proper  applieadoa,  in  the  coune 
of  twenty  years,  morb  the  whole  of  that  sio^ 
and  operate  as  a  bonus  to  the  United  Stetes  to 
that  aaumoL  He  alao  showed,  by  ealcalatioa, 
that  the  United  States,  in  this  mode,  by  mweto 
advamjiag  their  credit,  might  absorb  tiravo  mii- 
lioBis  of  the  war  debt;  Which  he  believed  woeU 
be  no  nnpalateble  thing  to  the  people,  nor  anwiai 
in  tbe  Uovernroent.  Further,  Mr.  S.  naij  ha 
wished  to  see  the  bank  go  immediately  into  epa> 
ration,  that,  while  be  lived,  he  ra^bt  derivesoaa* 
advantage  from  it.   He  would  therefore  wish  to 
see  tbe  whole  of  the  specie  part  of  tbe  stock  paid 
in  within  a  given  numW  of  moDtbs.  With  seven 
millions  of  oculars  ia  its  vaalis,  the  bankwouM 
have  neither  fctt-  nor  amttUing  in  eomnwaoiaa 
sMcie  opmattons;  they  would  nave  time  to  seaa 
incur  stodc  to  Europe  ror  sale,  or  make  saeh  otbet 
arraDgemenis  as,  in  theiroptnimi.  might  be  proper. 
The  specie  thus  paid  in,  Wonld  net  drala  this 
Stete  banin,  bof  would  ba  imported,  for  the  par* 
pose,  fmn  EMope  and  elsewhere.   In  the  m(te> 
tioM^  he  said,  uoiil  all  the  specie  payments  wen 
made  to  the  bank,  he  did  not  ihink  it  woalite 
any  barn    the  bank  ware  to  eonacaee  its  af|e> 
rations  without  apacia,  but  with  an  assurance  in 
itacbtfter,elf  paynMlit  of  specie  at  a  partiMilac 
day.  Stt(»  aa  assurance  waald  make  the  bahk 
koies  cqpiallygood,  in  bis  eyes  at  least, as  ciM 
and  silver.  With  these  views  of  the  sobject,  Mn 
S.  coadnded  his  practical  speech. 
Mr.  SaaMaiiT  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  CfaairakaaL  the  honorable  number  from 
Maryland  (Ms.  SictTB)  has  apeessed  his  ear* 
prise  that  tbie  motion  should  be  made  by  a  mem- 
ber fnmi  Peansjdvaaia,  and  stilt  mwe  tfaat  rit 
should  have  boea  made  by  a  member  from  Phil- 
adelphia, meaning,  it  woahl  seem,  to  express  his 
sutpriec  that  a  member  from  Pbiladdphla  shoaU 
bo  wiUing  to  give  up  the  great  iaAaeoee  aada^ 
vaanga  that  city  would,  deriva  fron  being  the 
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«Mt  of  soeh  «  bank.  He  (Mr.  8.)  shoald  hare 
Mppoaed  that  geatlemaa  had  been  long  eooagb 
ia  public  life  to  beliere  that  a  member  of  this 
HoQM  might  lonetimea  lose  tight  of  a  penonal 
•r  local  adnntiige,  when  a  measore  of  great  na- 
lioDal  importance  and  concern  is  under  eontider- 
Mioo^  So  he  considered  the  preteot  bill. 

He  made  this  motion,  be  said,  prineipallr  for 
two  reasons.  First,  because  it  appeared  to  him, 
firom  the  Matemculs  made  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  who  reported  the  bill,  that  the 
eapital  proposed  by  the  bill  (thirty-fire  millions) 
isnrgerthan  is  necessary ;  and,  in  the  next  place, 
to  gif  e  genilemen  an  opportunity  fully  to  ezplaia 
their  views  on  this  very  interesting  subject.  He 
held  it  to  be  a  sound  rule  in  legislation  to  abstain 
from  acting  ontil  you  are  satisfied  that  what  you 
are  about  to  do  is  right.  If  you  have  doubts — if 
the  efifeet  of  the  measure  proposed  is  ioTolTed  in 
vneertainty— if  ^ou  do  not  clearly  see  your  way — 
it  is  wise  to  hesitate,  to  pause,  and  to  consider. 
This  sabjeet,  particularly,  desaTcd  the  most  de- 
liberate and  careful  consideration.  It  was  not, 
he  said,  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation  which 
Congress  might  at  their  pleasure  repeal,  if  upon 
trial  It  ihonld  be  foand  ineouTenient  or  misehier- 
ous,  which  would  be  eonsiantly  under  their  con- 
ttol  from  session  to  session,  to  modify,  to  alter, 
to  atKVgate.  The  proposed  act  of  legislation  was 
to  eonttnue  in  force  for  twenty  years';  there  would 
be  no  power  within  that  period  to  repeal  it.  It 
was,  besides,  to  create  a  v'ast  machiae  of  incalcu* 
table  force,  ibe  direction  of  whose  momentum 
was  to  be  traced  in  the  bands  of  they  knew  not 
whom.   Within  a  very  few  years  past,  a  similar 
bat  less  extensive  question  arose  upon  the  appli- 
eation  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  Sutes.   It  agitated  the  nation  from 
one  extreme  to  the  other.  The  agitation  was 
strongly  felt  in  this  House — the  memory  of  it 
waa  too  recent  tobefoi^tten.  Bysome  of  those 
who  opposed  the  renewal,  it  was  asserted  that 
Congress  bad  no  Constitutional  power  to  grant 
a  charter  of  incorporation  to  a  bank;  by  others, 
Ibnl  the  powers  of  that  corporatioo  had  been  ex- 
•raised  in  a  manner  that  was  unjust,  oppressive, 
Md  dangerous  to  the  people.   Without  at  all 
yielding  to  either  of  these  opinions,  the  impres- 
sion of  which  could  not  be  so  soon  worn  out,  he 
most  be  allowed  to  say  that  the  mere  fact  of  their 
having  been  very  seriously  and  very  generally 
incoleaied,  gave  to  the  subject  uoder  consider^ 
ation  peculiar  importance.  If,  as  gentlemen  then 
alleged,  it  was  believed  that  great  injury  had 
been  done  by  that  bank,  they,  at  least,  ought  to 
be  very  cautious  in  adopting  the  present  plan, 
which  had  certainly,  in  every  respect,  a  much 
more  formidalde  aspect,  and  which  was  so  little 
WMlerstood  that  the  oest  informed  and  most  intel- 
ligent of  its  advocates  did  not  seem  to  agree  even 
M  to  essential  points.  The  two  genUemoi  who 
bad  discussed  the  matter,  differed  in  some  very 
important  partiealsrs ;  they  did  not  even  seem  to 
agree  whether  It  was  to  be,  in  effect,  a  specie 
bank  or  a  paper  bank.  He  protested,  he  said, 
— It  seYio«sly  againat  this  sort  of  legidaiion, 


which  proceeded  without  distinctly  settlincf  prin- 
ciples, and  left  everything  to  hazird.   He  pro- 
tested against  establishing  a  great  National  Bank 
upon  the  apparent  basis  of  specie,  without  some- 
thing approaching  to  a  certainty  tnat  it  would  be 
able  to      in  specie,  against  iu  professing  to  pay 
specie,  with  a  considerable  nsk  of  its  being 
obliged  In  a  short  lime  to  break  its  fitith,  and  in 
that  way  aggravate  the  malady  it  was  intended 
to  cure.   The  question,  he  said,  ought  first  to  be 
decided,  whether  we  were  to  have  a  specie  bank 
or  paper  bank.   That  being  decided,  then  pro- 
ceed opon  a  plain,  simple,  intelligible  plan,  in 
conformity  with  the  decision.   The  plan  pro- 
posed was  complicated  and  unintelligiue.  The 
capital  was  to  be  composed  of  United  States 
stock,  of  Treasury  notes,  and  a  small  proportion 
of  specie.   The  specie  was  to  be  paiu  in  instal- 
ments, and  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  Iwnk 
would  never  receive  from  its  subscribers  a  greater 
quantity  of  specie  than  the  first  Instalmeor.  With 
a  nominal  capital,  then,  of  thirty-five  millione  of 
dollars,  and  so  small  a  propoiticm  of  specie,  wich 
what  greater  propriety  eonld  it  be  called  a  specie 
bank,  than  the  Brnvk  of  Pennsylvania,  for  in- 
stance? That  bank,  having  a  capital  of  two 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  possesses 
one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
United  States  stock,  and  njiwardBof  foar  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  specie.   Yet  that  was  a 
bank  that  did  not  pay  specie.   He  admitted  that 
the  Bank  of  PennsylvaDia  bad  discounted  to  m 
large  amount,  that  it  bad  large  depoaitos,  and 
that  it  had  paper  in  circulation  ;  in  one  woid^  that 
it  was  in  full  operation  as  a  bank.   But  was  not 
the  proposed  bank,  if  the  bill  then  under  discus- 
sion should  become  a  law,  to  go  into  operation, 
and  to  go  into  operation  upon  tbe  common  prin- 
ciples of  banking?   Would  not  thft stockholders 
and  the  directors  be  governed  by  what  was 
termed  "commercial  instinct?*'    Would  th^ 
not  be  desirona  of  making  profit  and  making  div- 
idends ?  Was  there  in  this  hill  any  peculiar  re- 
straint to  prevent  them  from  trading  to  eness? 
The  obligation  to  pay  in  specie  waa  no  restric- 
tion, no  effectual  restriction,  for  the  State  banks 
were  compellable  by  law  to  pay  their  notes  with 
specie,  and  as  far  therefore  as  any  Itgfi  restraints 
could  guard  them,  they  were  safe. 

If  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  on  the 
excessive  issue  of  bank  paper,  he  said,  were  the 
cause  of  tbe  evils  that  were  complained  of,  and 
the  State  banks  deserved  to  be  censured  for  pro- 
docinff  them ;  if  we  were  to  adopt  the  theory  in 
its  foil  extent,  that  traces  every  existing  fflisehief 
in  the  circulation  to  one  or  ooth  these  cansu, 
what  is  the  lessod  we  ought  to  derive  from  this 
consideration  7  The  State  banks— he  meant  the 
principal  ones— up  to  the  period  of  the  capture 
of  Washingtoq,  contlnaed  to  pay  specie.  If  that 
circumstance  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  proper  test 
of  their  conduct,  they  were  till  then  withoil 
blame ;  they  might  be  considered,  at  least  with 
the  exception  of  the  loans  to  Qovemnen^  u 
having  conducted  their  bnuness  upon  fair  prieci- 
ples.  Of  those  loans,  he  wonl^^y  nothing  for- 
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tber  than  that  be  did  not  think  that  ihejr,  a  cod- 
stltaeot  part  of  the  Qoveroment,  could  justly 
ceosore  tDem;  they  were  necessary  to  the  Gor- 
eromenl,  they  were  necessary  for  ibe  purposes  of 
defence,  and,  in  some  inslaaces,  the  baobs  were 
compelled  into  them  by  the  force  of  public  senti- 
meni.  In  truth,  witboat  the  aid  of  the  banks 
afforded  to  the  Government,  either  by  direct  loans 
or  through  the  medium  of  loans  to  States  and  in- 
diTidoak,  the  exertions  of  the  country  most  bare 
been  arrested— the  QoTernment  would  bare  been 
at  a  sund  for  want  of  money.   These  banks, 
therefore,  hare  a  meritorious  claim  to  the  public 
consideration.   But  if  specie  payments,  in  other 
words,  the  capacitT  to  meet  all  the  probable  de 
mands  for  specie,  be  the  just  criterion,  what  was 
the  state  of  tne  matter  then  ?  It  has  been  thouzht 
a  safe  rule  in  banking,  and  it  bad  been,  be  oe- 
Uered,  adopted  as  a  rule,  that  a  bank  might 
safely  lend,  and  was  prudent  in  lending,  to  the 
amoQDt  that  in  ordinary,  in  the  usual  course  of 
iti  buaiaessi  judging  from  experience,  would  not 
expose  It  to  demanu  greater  than  it  was  able  to 
meet.  This  role,  founded  upon  experience  in 
ordinary  limes^  was  adapted  to  that  state  of 
thing*  from  which  it  was  deduced— to  ordinary 
times  and  ordinary  eireumstanees— when  an  ex- 
traordinary emergency  arose,  prodociog  extraor- 
dinary and  urgent  and  unexpected  demands  for 
specie,  the  rule  would  fail,  and  any  general  rule 
would  fail.   That,  be  said,  was  the  true  state  of 
the  matter;  immediately  upon  the  capture  of 
Washington,  a  geueral  alarm  was  spread  through- 
out the  country,  every  possible  danger  was  ap- 
]ffeheQded.   Indeed,  the  fears  and  anxiety  of  that 
moment  were  not  confined  within  the  limits  eren 
of  poBsilulity.  A  ran  upon  the  baain  for  specie 
WM  the  consequence.  It  is  not  material  to  in* 
quire  why  that  ran  was  made ;  want  of  confidence 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  it.  Would  the  pro- 
posed bank,  he  asked,  be  more  securely  guarded, 
or  less  exposed  to  similar  difficulties.   Would  it 
not,  with  a  riew  to  the  interest  of  its  stockhold- 
ers, be  gorerned  by  similar  principles?  Nay, 
was  there  not  a  chance,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, that  it  would,  almost  at  its  outset,  be  i(i- 
rolved  in  tbe  same  difficulties  that  hare  thus, 
gradually,  and  by  the  occurrence  of  extraordinary 
circumsiaoces  fallen  upon  the  State  banks? 
Was  it  certain  that  it  would  be  able  to  pay  spe- 
cie?  And,  if  it  should  not,  would  it  not  deserve 
a  much  sererer  censure,  would  it  not,  with  its 
immense  capital  and  power,  inflict  upon  the  eom- 
nraaity  much  greater  erils  than  the  State  banks 
were  supposed  to  have  occasioned?  Would  it 
not  be  inanitely  disgraceful,  that,  professing  to 
pay  specie,  it  should  oe  obliged  at  the  Tery  com- 
mencement of  its  operations  to  dishonor  its  bills, 
to  riolate  its  engagements  at  the  moment  of  en- 
tering into  them? 

When  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  was  es- 
tablished in  1791,  the  difficulties  experienced,  and 
which  it  was  intended  to  aid  in  removing,  were 
of  an  opposite  character;  tbe  bank  started  with 
entirely  different  views.  In  1791,  the  object  was 
to  increase  the  active  or  productive  capital  of  tbe 
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country^  which  was  then  deficient}  there  was  not 
a  sufficient  circulation.  The  evil  now  com- 
plained of  is  an  excess  of  circulation,  and  the 
remedy  is  to  be  the  same  in  the  one  disease  as  in 
tbe  other.  The  same  remedy  that  was  employed 
to  increase  a  deficient  circulation  is  to  be  appued 
for  reducing  a  circulation  that  is  snid  to  be  exces- 
sive. There  was  a  wide  distinction  between  the 
evils  that  were  then  supposed  to  exist,  and  those 
now  complained  of.  It  is  not  very  easy  to  see 
bow  the  surcharged  circulation  is  to  be  removed 
by  throwing  in  the  additional  quantity  of  paper 
that  is  to  be  issued  by  this  bank. 

Tbe  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  went  ioto 
operation  with  a  capital  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars; it  had  but  ten  millions  of  capital  through 
all  the  period  of  its  existence.  This  capital,  ne 
presumed,  was  found  to  be  sufficient.  Tbe  present 
scheme  proposed  a  capital  of  thirty-five  mtlUoni, 
with  a  power  to  increase  it  (o  fifty  millions.  So 
great  an  enlargement  of  capital,  at  so  short  a  dia- 
tanee  of  time  as  four  years  from  the  expiration  of 
the  former  charter,  imposed  it  as  a  duty  upon 
those  who  advocated  the  bill  to  show,  distinctly, 
why  so  large  a  capital  was  necessary.  Let  us, 
said  be,  examine  the  data  for  a  moment,  that  have 
been  furnished  by  gentlemen  who  maintain  its 
necessity.  Our  commercial  transactions,  says  one, 
have  increased  in  the  proportion  of  fire  to  one 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Money,  says  another,  is  but  of  half 
the  ralue  it  then  was.  Supposing  both  these 
statements  to  be  correct,  gentlemen  had  entirely 
lost  sight  of  a  most  material  consideration,  which 
ought  to  enter  into  the  estimate,  and  without 
which  their  estimate  could  not  possibly  be  cor- 
rect. In  the  year  1791  there  wne  but  three  banks 
in  the  United  States;  their  capitals  did  not  alto- 
gether exceed  three  millions  of  doUan,  and  prob- 
ably did  not  amount  to  so  much.  Now,  there 
were  stated  to  be  two  handred  and  sixty-two 
Innks,  and  their  aggregate  capital  was  said  to  ex- 
ceed eighty  millions  of  dollars.  If,  therefore,  our 
trade  had  increased  in  tbe  proportion  of  five  to 
oncj  and  money  is  but  half  the  value,  tbe  bank 
capital  of  the  country  had  increased  in  a  still 
greater  proportion;  it  was  probably  at  this  time 
more  than  twenty  times  as  great  as  it  was  in 
1791.  It  was  perfectly  evident,  upon  the  gentle- 
man's own  grounds,  that,  for  commercial  purpo- 
ses, no  additional  bank  capital  vas  necessary, 
much  less  such  an  enormous  capital  as  was  pro- 
posed by  the  bill.  Tbe  amount  of  capital,  indeed, 
was  upon  theae  grounds  sufficient  of  itsnf  to  su- 
persede all  the  State  baoks. 

That  such  an  amount  of  capital  was  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  an  uniform  medlaia 
of  circulation,  or  how  it  was  to  restore  tbe  depre- 
ciated raper  of  the  country  to  its  ralue,  gentle- 
men had  equally  foiled  to  establish.  They  ought 
to  have  shown  as,  first,  what  amount  of  that  kind 
of  circulation  was  necessary,  and  how  it  was  to 
operate,  then  wa  might  endearor  to  ascertain 
what  amount  a  given  capital  was  capable  of  sup- 
plying. If  he  understood  correctly  the  statement 
made  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
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ported  the  bill,  he  had  bimeelf  showh  that  his 
object  did  not  require  so  large  a  capital,  nor  anjr- 
tbiDg  like  it.  That  statemettt  woutd  shov  that 
not  erea  twenty  millions  were  reqaistte.  The 
tanks  now  in  aistenee,  he  stated,  now  draw  an 
interest  upon  about  one  handrea  and  seventy 
millioDs,  of  which  about  forty  milliona  are  in 

Sablic  stock.  If,  as  he  had  stated,  they  woald 
raw  in  ten  per  cent,  upon  that  amoont,  say  sev- 
enteen miUioQs,  or  at  the  utmost  twesty-fire 
mltliona,  which  they  might  do  by  a  sale  of  their 
stock,  their  paper  would  recorer  a  par  (speoie^ 
value.  Without  entering  at  all  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  correctness  of  ibis  statemeat,  either 
as  to  the  matter  of  fact  or  the  hypothesis,  it  was 
softcient  to  remark  that  in  subsiaoce  itamouated 
to  this:  The  excess  of  circulation,  Which  has 
caused  the  depreciation  of  bank  paper,  is  some 
where  between  seventeen  and  twenty-five  mil- 
lions. Let  us,  said  Mr.  admit  this  to  be  true, 
can  il  then  be  necessary,  in  order  to  effect  a  reduc- 
tion to  that  extent  of  between  seventeen  and 
twenty-flve  nuUions,  can  it  be  necessary  to  put 
in  operation  a  bank  of  thirty-five  millions?  It 
WODld,  of  course,  be  governed  by  the  same  com- 
mercial instinct  that  had  been  ascribed  to  the 
Other  tanks;  it  would  extend  its  business  for  the 
purposes  of  profit,  and  would  endeavor  to  create 
a  circulation  in  the  same  proportion  to  its  capi- 
tal. How  was  the  circulation,  thus  to  be  created, 
to  operate  1  It  must,  he  said,  either  displace  the 
circulation  of  the  existing  oants,  to  a  much 
greater  extent  than  was  supposed  by  the  state- 
ment to  be  necessary,  or  it  mast  be  added  to  that 
eircalatioo,  and  in  either  way  it  would  be  inju- 
rious. Id  the  one  case,  its  effect  upon  the  State 
taikks  was  too  evident  to  require  elucidation— in 
the  other,  it  would  only  aggravate  existing  evils 
by  inereasuig  the  suppoaed  excess. 

He  repeated,  there  mm  oothing  in  the  bill  to 
Ave  diis  tank  from  the  same  extremity  of  diffi- 
ealty— from  bankruptcy^  if  gentlemen  choose  so 
to  term  it.  which  the  ezistiag  banks  had  endured. 
He  did  not  mean,  however,  to  join  in  unqualified 
ueirsare  of  the  Slate  banks,  much  less  did  he 
m«an  to  censore  them  for  the  loans  which  the 
Qovemment,  and  the  public  sentiment  had  in 
«»me  insunces  urged  them  to  make,  to  a  greater 
eiieni,  |iL'j-haps,  ihau  thev  ought  to  have  done, 
and  wJiicrii  uughlnot  to  be  indlscriuatcly  attri- 
bnl^ii  to  tnter«-*i  and  cupidity.  Neither  would 
MJta^tMvin  :lieir  adopting,  at  once,  measures 
■Hinifrttr  themselves,  and  to  «ll  who  Were  in 
asy  l^ay  fltfneemed  with  them.  These  institu- 
tions had  become  connected,  very  extimsivety, 
#10.  the  IfoOaf^  and  the  interesis  of  the  oom- 
tUmilty.  Thet«  could  be  no  pressure  upon  them, 
t|^t  itaald  bDt  press  with  stilt  greater  severity 
npoo  the  pMple  i  a  a  great  variety  of  ways.  Give 
wem  a  reasonable  time,  he  said,  if  they  will  not 
nuke  a  fair  effbrt,  then  coerce  them.  But  he 
was  extremely  unwilling  to  resort  to  a  very  doubt- 
ftil  experiment,  which,  if  it  did  not  succeed  as 
you  Wished,  would  have  a  tendency  to  aggravate 
the  evil. 

If  the  State  tanks  dieterved  to  ta  ehaiged 
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with  baiviog  violated  their  engagements,  bo* 
did  the  Government  stand  in  that  respect?  Let 
the  Government  set  the  example  of  redeeming 
its  plighted  faith.  Was  the  poblic  creditor  in 
PbiiaiHlphia  paid  his  interest  during  the  war 
in  gold  and  silver  ?  No.  In  the  notes  even  of 
the  tanks  in  Philadelphia  1  It  was  a  notorioos 
fact,  that  one  quarter^  interest,  he  talieved,  Ihkt 
which  accrued  the  first  of  January,  1815,  was 
paid,  io  part,  in  Baltimore  paper,  which  at  ttat 
very  time  was  depreciated  five  or  six  per  6tet. 
below  the  paper  of  Philadelphia.  Should  it  ta 
said  the  Government  could  not  procure  gold 
and  silver?  Neither  coald  the  tanks  procure  iL 
Should  it  be  said,  the  Government  could  not  pro- 
cure Philadelphia  paper?  They  might  have  ob* 
tained  it  by  papng,  as  they  ought  to  hare  doQe, 
the  difference  in  value  between  the  Baltimore 
paper  and  the  Philadelphia  paper.  But  they  did 
not  do  M.  They  threw  the  loss  arising  from  the 
difference  tipon  the  paUtc  creditor  in  Pfailadelpliia, 
and  a  part  of  the  loss  fdl  upon  the  tanks  in  Phil- 
adelphia, who  were  the  holders  of  pnUic  debt. 
When  we  are  considering  the  conduct  of  the 
banks,  said  he,  we  ought  auoto  consider  whether 
justice  has  been  done  to  them.  Bnt|  further,  did 
not  the  Government  in  that  transaction,  aaaiat  in 
producing  the  excessive  issue  of  paper  now  com- 
plained of,  by  forcing  the  depreciated  Baltimore 
notes  upon  the  creditors  in  Philadelphia?  Could 
they  be  ignorant,  that  paper  which  required  to 
ta  so  forced,  must  be  excessive?  With  such  an  ex- 
ample of  the  Government,  countenaociDg  and 
assisting  excessive  issues,  it  would  not  have  been 
at  all  surprising  if  the  tanks  had  even  gon^  much 
further  than  tbey  did  go. 

With  regard  to  the  present  time^  he  said,  it 
appeared  to  him  the  Treasury  bad  the  complete 
commaind  of  parmehta.  Let  the  Treasury  btma. 
the  work,  and  the  payment  to  the  public  eredEtsi 

Jo  tand  in  hand  with  the  demand  upon  the  pubue 
•btors.  It  cannot  ta  done  at  once,  but  if  tkt 
Government  had  the  power,  by  the  use  of  meus 
so  simple,  to  restore  uniformity,  how  much  bet* 
ter  and  safer  would  it  be  to  emjiof  that  power, 
than  to  put  in  operation  the  great  machine  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  which,  once  in  Botion, 
would  be  tayond  thnr  contru,  whatevor  mig^t 
be  its  effects. 

He  did  not,  he  said,  feel  inclined  to  gfope  ia 
the  dark  upon  a  measure  of  so  much  magnitude, 
and  80  douDtful  a  nature.  He  could  not  consent 
to  commit  such  important  interests  upon  the  issiie 
of  a  mere  experiment,  especially  when  he  saw, 
ttat  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  hringiilg  about 
the  payment  of  specie,  it  proposed  to  utrov  into 
circulation  a  large  quantity  of  paper,  which  he 
perceived  from  the  state  of  existing  establishmoita, 
formed  and  conducted  upon  the  same  principle^ 
and  possessiiiff  the  same  materials,  could  not  be 
redeemed  with  specie;  and  when,  of  course|ta 
was  warranted  in  talieving  that  under  siniifiu 
circumstances^  if  they  should  again  occur,  it  miist 
ta  involved  in  precisely  the  same  difficulties. 

There  was  another  point  ataut  which,  he  said, 
there  ought  to  ta  an  ex|ritcit  undeistan^ng. 
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W«s  Uiia  to  be  a,  commeEcul  bank,  or  a  Qorcrn- 
ment  bank?  He  did  not  inieiid  at  present  to  con- 
sider tbe  propriety  of  the  Goveinment's  inierfef' 
ence  in  tbe  maaagemeot  of  the  bank  by  appoioi- 
iay  directors  and  president;  but  be  could  cod- 
eeiTe  no  reason  why  tbe  Oorernmeat  should 
beconie  a  partner  in  any  such  scheme. 

If  there  was  to  be  a  baok  at  all,  it  was  necessary 
first  to  decide,  whether  it  is  to  be  a  specie  bank, 
or  a  paper  bank.  If  it  is  to  be  a  specie  tnnk,  he 
eoala  not  eoosent  to  any  bill  for  that  purpose, 
QDleis  it  poBtaloed  auch  provisioDs  as  would 
afibn)  a  reasonable  certainty  that  it  would  at  all 
times  be  able  to  pay  specie }  not  a  mere  bank  of 
deposite,  for  at  this  time  of  da/  we  could  not  ex- 
peei  men  to  embark  in  anything  so  limited  anti 
nnptodactive ;  but  if  it  is  to  commence  iia  opera- 
tions as  a  specie  bank,  and  afterwards  be  obli|^ 
to  suspend  the  payment  of  specie,  when  its  notes 
shall  have  gone  eztensiTely  into  circulation,  it 
will  produce  in  a  still  greater  degree  ail  the 
consequences,  so  strongly  described,  which  have 
followed  the  suspension  by  tbe  State  institutions. 
I  should  Tery  much  prefer  a  ptaa  more  simple 
and  itttelliffibie.  The  basis  of  u  should  be,  that 
the  bank  sooutd  enter  into  no  engaeemeots  which 
there  was  a  donbt  of  its  ability  to  Tutfil.  A  bank 
note  in  its  usual  form,  imports  an  eogagement  to 
pay  specie,  and  if  tbe  bank  cannot  or  will  not 
pay  specie  for  it  when  demanded,  tbe  contract  is 
violated.  The  bank  should,  therefore,  be  pro- 
hibited from  issuing  such  notes  to  a  greater 
amount  than  it  actually  possessed  specie  to  pay. 
There  should  be  no  risk  of  breaking  iu  faith.  If 
it  bad  but  five  millions  of  specie,  notes  should 
not  be  issued  to  a  greater  amount.  But  if  a 
larger  quantity  of  paper  were  necessary^  it  should 
be  of  a  different  form  and  character,  importing 
apoa  the  face  of  it  no  engagement  to  pay  in 
specie  ;  cerliScaies  of  credit,  for  instance,  receir- 
able  Id  payments  to  tbe  baok  and  the  Qovern' 
meat;  their  final  redemption  secured  by  stock, 
or  whatever  else  might  be  deemed  an  adequate 
aeearity.  Soeh  paper,  if  it  went  into  circulation, 
woold  go  into  cireulatioo  fairly,  and  with  a  per- 
fect nnderaUBding  of  its  natiire.  There  would 
be  no  mistake  about  it,  nor  any  daoger  of  its  di*r 
honor.  Every  en^ement  wonld  he  craiplted 
with.  Prior  to  the  month  of  August  ISli,  it  was 
not  Boppoaed  that  the  banks  had  not  been  con- 
ducted with  prudence,  according  to  tbe  usual 
roles  of  banking}  tbere  was  no  depreciation  of 
their  paper ;  their  notes  were  io  the  ordinary 
aeeeptalion  of  tbe  terms  specie  notes.  The  very 
instant,  however,  a  sute  of  things  atose  to  create 
alarm,  or  when,  from  whatev«!  clause,  their  notes 
cane  in  upon  them  Io  unusual  quantities,  they 
were  unable  to  proceed  io  specie  payments.  This 
bank  beiog  put  io  operation  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples, must  run  the  same  course,  unless  its  man- 
agiera  should  practice  a  degree  of  self-denial  wiih- 
out  example,  and  which  it  would  be  vain  to  ex- 
u«L  In  every  point  of  view,  it  appears  to  me, 
mat  if  this  bill  ta  to  pasL  the  otpital  of  twenty 
viJltonB  will  be  anally  auffieientfor  every  purpose 
HhisK  the  wppoiters  of  it  hare  in  vieir. 


Mr.  RAnooLTH  rose  to  ask  two  questions ;  om^ 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  the  other 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  First,  bow  the 
paper  to  be  created  by  this  bank  will  correct  the 
vitiated  state  of  our  corrency  t  and,  secondly,  how 
bank  notes  can  answer  the  purposes  of  a  circu- 
lating mediuD)  better  than  Treasury  notes? 
ThoDgh  no  stickler  for  Treasury  notes,  Mr.  R. 
intimated  his  opinion  that  they,  were,  i|k  time  of 
peace,  a  better  substitute  for  gold  and  silver  tbao 
any  paper  be  had  beard  yet  submitted.  Mr.  R. 
added  some  incidental  observations,  amongst 
which  was  the  remark,  that  he  was  sorry  to  see 
the  apathy,  the  listlessness,  on  this  subject;  on  a 
question  which,  if  i'  passed,  would  perhaps  be 
the  moat  important  decided  since  the  esiabUsb- 
ment  of  the  Constitution;  and  that,  though  be 
agreed  folly  as  to  the  extent  of  tbe  existing  evil, 
the  remedy  had  been  totally  mistaken,  dtc. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  in  reply,  that  tbe  geoUeman 
from  PennsylTBnia  and  himself  only  differed  in 
premises,  not  io  their  conclusions;  and  then  an- 
swered, at  some  length,  the  arguments  of  Ur. 
SsBOEANT.  Banks,  to  obtain  a  fair  profit,  be  said, 
must  discount  to  fifty  per  oent.  more  than  th« 
amount  of  their  capiul ;  but  be  would  be  ^riUinff 
they  should  not  be  allowed  to  issue  paper  to 
amoimt  beyond  one-half  their  capital.  He  had 
stated  that  the  banks  of  ColumbiBj  at  ihu  timib 
had  not  more  than  two-fifths  of  their  capital  pam 
out  in  notef,  and  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  at  no  period,  had  out  more  than  ten  mil- 
lions of  notes;  and  this  bank,  unless  it  should  sell 
its  stock,  coftld  only  do  business  to  tbe  extent  of 
the  cash  io  Ita  vaults.  Mr.  S.  protested  against 
the  attempt  at  dexterity  which  was  imputed  to 
bim  by  Mr.  Ranoolpb.  He  bad  distinctly  stated 
bis  opinions,  and  argued  fairly  ;  he  had  asserted 
that  the  notes  of  this  bank  would  be  everywhere 
better  than  Treasury  notes ;  but  it  was  on  the 
presumption  that  the  bank  would  redeem  its  ie- 
sues  with  specie ;  aod  he  repeated,  that  if  the  bank 
be  compelled  to  pay  specie  in  a  short  time,  as  he 
was  sore  it  would,  then  its  notes  wonld  be  greatly 
pKfenUile  to  Treasury  notes,  whether  at  ^ostoa 
or  New  Ocleaas. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  B^hssachusetts,  bpped  the  anead- 
meat  would  prevail.  He  acknowledged  thal^  k» 
tbe  pn^nessive  state  of  this  couotrv,  it  was  not 
very  important  whether  the  capital  was  tbirtr- 
five  or  twenty  millions;  the  latter  amount  could 
be  used  with  nearly  as  much  eff'^ct  for  any  mis- 
chievous purpose  as  the  former ;  that  sum  would 
be  quite  sufficient  to  iofluence  the  destinies  of 
this  nation.  But  he  preferred  tbe  smaller  sum, 
because  he  believed  that  amount  large  enough  for 
every  commercial  purpose.  During  the  exist- 
ence of  the  old  Baok  of  tbe  United  States,  a  pe- 
riod of  .very  great  commercial  aciiviyr,  that  in- 
stitution answered  all  the  demands  of  the  coun- 
try i  and  he  was  confident  that  twenty  miUiona 
now,  io  addition  to  the  local  capital,  was  enotwh. 
Mr.  W.  de&oded  the  Boston  banks  from  the 
charge  of  deception,  to  promising  to  pay  specie 
without  doing  so.  They  had  not,  he  said,  broken 
their  faith  to  the  pnbUc,  and  any  man  could  the^e 


Digitized  by 


loss 


HISTORY  OF  CONORBSS. 


1084 


U.  or  R. 


NatUmtd  Bank. 


FkBB  VAST,  1816. 


obtain  specie  wheoerer  he  presented  one  of  their 
notes  for  payment.  If  this  uidIe  is  to  pay  specie, 
said  Mr.  W.,  I  admit  that  it  wilt  be  very  usefal; 
bat  if  it  does  not,  its  notes  will  be  much  below 
the  value  of  Treasury  notes,  and  will  not  answer 
any  good  purpose.  He  quoted  the  price  of  Treas- 
nry  notes  at  different  places,and  detailed  the  rea- 
sons for  their  anequal  ralue ;  and  such,  he  said, 
would  be  the  coDOition  of  the  notes  of  a  National 
Bank,  unless  bottomed  and  coadncted  on  a  specie 
capital.  To  expect  a  paper  of  unequal  value  to 
BDswer  the  purposes  of  a  general  medium,  would 
be  as  bad.  he  said,  as  to  expect  pieces  of  cloth  of 
different  lengths  to  cover  an  equal  space  of  ground 
in  every  part  of  the  couatry.  Mr.  W.  believed 
that  nothing  but  mismanagement  had  caused  the 
inequality  in  the  value  of  Treasury  notes.  These 
notes  were  a  commoa  paper,  emanating  from  the 
trustees  of  the  people,  to  whom  all  the  people 
were  more  or  less  indebted,  and  this  paper  could 
only  have  been  depreciated  by  misconduct;  which 
opinion  he  entered  into  some  details  to  prove. 

This  bank,  It  was  asserted,  would  remedy  the 
great  evil  now  existing  in  oar  depreciated  cur- 
rency. If  the  gentleman  from  Haryland  (Mr. 
Siiitb)  were  to  lay  down  before  him  a  mtcbiDe, 
and  lell  him  it  would  fly,  the  gentleman  would 

Erdon  faim  for  saying  he  could  not  credit  it^ until 
showed  some  means  which  would  enable  it  to 
do  so.  So  it  was,  be  said,  with  the  bank  now 
iinder  consideration.  He  deprecated  the  present 
state  of  things  as  much  as  any  one,  and  hoped  an 
adequate  remedy  would  be  provided.  The  Uni- 
ted States,  he  said,  lost  at  present,  by  the  depre- 
ciated currency,  more  per  annum  than  the  whole 
amouDt  derived  fVom  the  direct  tax  in  the  laree 
Stale  of  Maryland.  Such  an  evil  called  loudly 
for  a  remedy,  and  he  hoped  one  would  be  ap- 

Slied;  but  a  bank  cm  the  plan  now  proposed  would 
isappoint  its  advoiMtes,  and  fail  to  cure  the  evil. 
That  this  care  wottld  be  complete  he  did  not, 
however,  expect  from  any  plan — some  ineonve- 
nience  would  attend  any  remedy;  it  was  to  be 
expected,  like  the  amputation  of  a  limb  to  pre- 
serve life.  In  reply  to  an  assertion  made  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  W.  denied  that  the  banks 
bad  loaned  the  Government  from  any  other  mo- 
tives than  those  of  gain.  Their  turn  had  been 
served,  he  said,  and  in  devising  the  plan  of  a 
National  Bank  he  should  not  be  influenced  by  any 
strong  regard  for  their  interest.  But  the  present 
question  was  on  reducing  the  amount  of  capital; 
and  he  concluded  by  saying  that,  as  the  larger 
sum  would  increase  the  means  of  doing  mischief, 
and  the  smaller  would  be  sufficient  for  every  use- 
fal purpose,  he  shoold  rote  to  reduce  it  to  twenty 
millions. 

Mr.  Wbigbt  made  a  few  remarks  against  the 
amendment.  In  former  times  a  capital  of  ten 
millions  was  found  necessary,  and  the  increased 
demands  of  the  eonntry  would  certoioly  require 
now  the  amount  proposed  bjr  the  bill.  He  de- 
clined giving  at  present,  he  said,  any  opinion  on 
the  measure  itself;  but  if  a  bauK  was  to  be  cre- 
ated, it  ought  not  to  be  less  than  thirty-fire  mil- 
lions. 


Mr.  Tdcebb  siidj  that^  before  the  question  waa 
taken,  he  would  offer  a  tew  remarks  on  the  pro- 
priety of  rejecting  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsvlvaoia,  and  of  retaininji  the 
amount  of  capital  which  formed  a  eonatitneat 
part  of  the  |dan  of  the  committee  that  repoxted 
the  bill.  He  would  not  eater  into  the  general 
qaesiioo  at  this  time;  he  would  waive  all  inqui- 
ries, for  the  present,  into  the  constitutionslitf  of 
the  scheme,  and  into  the  policy  of  establishing  an 
institution  such  as  was  in  contemplation.  By  the 
amendment  proposed,  he  considered  it  to  be  ad- 
mitted that  a  bank  was  necessarjr,  and  that  a  con- 
siderable capital  would  be  required  to  effect  the 
important,  the  essential  pnrposes  which  had  in- 
duced the  Committee  of  Finance  to  submit  to  the 
House  a  measure  of  so  much  magnitude  for  their 
adoption.  The  question  immediately  before  the 
House,  and  to  which  he  should  therefore  strictly 
confine  himself,  is  not  whether  this  iostituiioB 
shall  be  erected,  but  whether  the  capital  proposed 
be  too  great  to  accomplish  its  objecL 

In '  this  inquiry,  said  Mr.  T.,  1  shall  not  direll 
upon  the  danger  of  the  bank  as  a  great  political 
engine,  because  I  am  iocUaed  to  believe  with  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that,  in  thb 
point  of  view,  there  is  very  little  difference  be- 
tween a  bank  with  a  capital  of  twenty  millions, 
and  one  with  a  capital  of  thirty-fire  millions. 
If  the  bank  can  be  used,  and  shall  be  used  as  an 
eugine  of  oppressioo,  the  smaller  sum  would  hare 
tittle  to  recommend  it  in  preference  to  the  larger. 
VTe  should  scarcely  discern  the  difference  be- 
tween the  pressure  of  the  two,  distributed,  as  the 
capital  must  be,  through  all  the  States  of  the  coa- 
tiuent.  If,  then,  gentlemen  are  averse  to  a  bank 
with  thirty-five  millions  of  capital,  because  they 
conceive  it  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try, are  they  serious  in  declaring  that  they  are  in 
favor  of  such  an  institution  with  a  capital  of 
twenty  millions  T  Hare  they  shown  any  reason 
for  the  opinion  that  the  latter  will  not  be  inju- 
rious, if  the  former  will  prore  destrnetire ;  or  are 
we  to  understand  the  proposition  as  indicative  of 
a  disposition  hostile  to  the  institution  altogether, 
and  not  merely  hostile  to  the  bill  before  you,  be- 
cause of  the  exorbitant  capital  proposed?  I  hope 
not.  Gentlemen  assure  us  that  they  are  favors* 
ble  to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  with  such  a 
capiul,  and  on  such  principles  as  are  consistent 
with  the  general  welfare,  and  I  am  willing  to 
place  all  proper  confidence  in  their  sincerity.  1 
must  suppose,  therefore,  that  they  rest  their  ob- 
jections to  the  amount  of  the  capital  on  other 
grounds  than  that  which  has  been  suggested,  since 
that  would  be  equally  fatal  to  every  such  inslitn- 
tton,  whose  capital  was  at  all  calculated  to  effect 
the  ends  of  the  establishmeot. 

The  question  as  to  the  proper  extent  of  the  cap- 
ital, must  mainly  depend  on  the  result  of  an  i>- 
quirjr  as  to  the  probaoiUty  of  a  bank  of  thirly*6n 
millions  carrying  on  its  business  profitably  to  tbe 
stockholders.  If  the  proposed  bank  can  readily 
find  employment  for  the  whole  of  the  proposed 
capital,  there  can  be  no  reason  for  dimiaishiag  it, 
with  a  Tiew  to  the  profits  of  those  eoBceraed. 
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That  neh  .wilt  be  the  eaaa  rant  readajr  be  ad- 
mitted} wheo  m  zefertoaeknowledged  neia,  and 
■ppljr  them  to  the  aitnatioo  in  which  tbti  iosti- 
tation  wilt  be  placed.  Of  the  amoont  of  thirty- 
five  miUioDs,  tweoty-eighi  mtliioas  will  consist 
of  United  States'  stock,  carryinff  ao  interest  of 
six  per  eent.,  and  thus,  of  itself,  affording  employ- 
ment for  so  mach  of  the  capital ;  the  residue  of 
MTen  millioDS,  distribated  tbrotighoat  the  Uoioa. 
cannot  fail  to  find  employmeot.  Faets  witbia 
our  knowledge  fornish  the'  best  test  on  this  sub- 
ject. We  hare  been  told,  in  the  coarse  of  the  de- 
bate, that  when  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  established,  there  was  ooljr  one  other  bank  in 
existence  whose  eapilat  did  not  exceed  9400,000. 
Since  that  time  the  number  of  banks  has  increased 
to  upwards  of  two  hnndred  and  fifty,  and  the  bank 
capital  to  more  than  eighty-two  millions.  Does 
not  this  fact  prove  the  readinesi  with  which  bank 
capital  can  nud  employment  among  us?  Does 
it  not  prove  that,  in  this  new  connlry,  which  is 
every  day  o[|ening  to  the  population  new  occupa- 
tions for  capital-— in  ajErieultnre,  commerce,  and 
man ofaetare^— there  is  no  difficulty  in  disposing 
of  real  or  fietttiooa  capital,  in  stimulating  the  ac- 
tive industry  of  the  nation?  Is  it  not,  indeed,  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  doctrines  of  alt  politi- 
cal economists,  and  with  the  experience  of  every 
practical  man,  that,  in  all  new  and  growing  coun- 
tries, the  great  difficulty  is  not  to  find  employ- 
ment'for  capital,  bat  to  supply  (he  demand  for  it? 
Is  not  our  comparatively  high  interest  itself  en 
evidence  that,  notwithstanding  the  immease  io- 
creaae  of  capital,  the  demand  has  kept  pace  with 
the  inerease  ?  If,  as  has  been  justly  contended, 
the  rate  of  interest  is  governed  by  the  proportion 
between  the  demand  for  capital  and  tM  supply, 
the  rate  of  interest  here  proves  that  eapital  has 
not  .yet  equalled  that  proportion  to  the  demand 
which  exists  in  other  countries.  The  ai|^ment, 
then,  wbieh  has  been  advanced  in  debate,  that 
we  cannot  require  so  large  a  eapital,  because  that 
of  Qreat  Britain  is  not  as  great,  is  not  entitled  to 
much  consideratloi^  for  the  reasons  I  have  men- 
tioned. New  countries  always  require  a  greater 
capital,  in  proportion  to  their  actual  wealth  and 
population,  than  old  ones,  because  the  field  for  its 
employment  isalways  more  extended  in  the  former 
than  in  the  latter.  And  if  the  question  as  to  the 
expediency  of  establishing  new  banks,  depended 
only  on  the  probability  of  their  findiiw  employ- 
ment for  their  capital,  none  could  doubt  the  pro- 
priety of  the  meaaore.  We  have,  indeed,  on  this 
subject,  a  test  which  rarely  errs.  Ileraintile  men 
are  aware  that  additional  capital  can  be  employed 
in  banking,  with  great  advantage  to  the  bankers. 
They  form  a  class  of  our  population  which  is  pro- 
verbially said  to  understaod  its  pecuniary  inter- 
ests, and  to  make  aecnmte  calculations  of  profit. 
These  and  others  are  everywhere  engaged  in  the 
effort  to  establish  new  banks.  la  New  York,  as 
I  have  understood,  it  is  contemplated  to  put  into 
activity  an  additional  bank  capital  of  fourteen 
Billions.  la  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  efforts  have  been  lately  m«le  to  es- 
HUiali  flfteen  hw  bnika,  with  a  eapital,  I  pn- 


H.  or  R. 


snm^  of  about  seven  millions.  Do  not  iheat 
thini^  prove  that  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  pro- 
fit ;  and  that,  however  we  may  differ  as  to  the 
policy  of  inereasing  those  establishments,  there  ia 
no  ground  for  topposing  they  will  find  difficulty 
in  employing  their  capital?  If  so,  I  think  we 
may  reasonably  suppose  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  (of  whose  capital  tweniy-eigbt 
millions  will  be  at  once  actively  employed)  can 
readily  fiad  occupation  for  the  residue. 

Another  important  sabjeet  of  inquiry,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extent  ol  the  capital  of  the  proposed 
bank,  ia  connected  with  a  supposed  probable  in- 
crease of  the  circulating  medium,  or  of  the  bank 
notes  in  circulation.  It  has  been  contended  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sn- 
QBANT,)  that  the  estahlishmeot  of  this  bank  wouM 
inereasCj  instead  of  diminishing,  the  evil  whieh 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  baa 
so  ably  inveighed  against.  That  evil  is  the  sur- 
charged state  of  the  circulation;  and  the  idea 
seems  to  have  been  enteruined,  that  the  issneacf 
the  United  Sutes  Bank  will  further  "surcharge 
it." 

If  this  argument  be  correct,  it  would  liefatri 
to  a  bank  of  twenty  millious ;  nay,  to  every  bank 
that  can  now  be  esublished.  Wilt  the  gentleman 
then  urge  it,  when  he  professes  his  friendly  di^ 
position  to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  with  a 
smaller  eapital?  It  is,  however,  I  conceive,  an 
argument  at  variance  with  acknowledged  fact*. 
It  ts  not  true,  that  a  superabundant  paper  medium 
can  be  forced  into  circulation,  so  long  as  specie 
redemptions  are  preserved.  Bank  notes  cannot 
go  oar,  unless  they  are  wanted,  ao  long  as  the 
banks  redeem  them  when  demanded.  It  is  at 
aphoriam  among  political  eeonomisis.  that  it  ia 
impossible  to  surcharge  the  circulation  whllat 
specie  is  the  basis  of  that  circulation.  The  truth 
is  self-evident,  and  has  been  happily  illustrated 
by  the  celebrated  author  of  the  Wealth  of  Nationa, 
who  has  remarked,  that  the  channel  of  eireoln- 
tion  can  only  contain  a  certain  quantity,  and  if 
more  be  attempted  to  be  poured  into  it,  it  will 
flow  back  upon  iu  source.  I  am  ready  to  admit, 
that  unlimited  and  blind  confidence  in  banking 
institutions  may  sometimes  enable  them  to  over- 
deal  i  but  I  need  not  stop  to  show  that  no  such 
blind  confidenee  now  exists,  or  is  likely  »  pre* 
vail. 

The  danger  of  a  surcharged  circulation,  when 
specie  redemption  shall  have  been  resumed,  seems 
then  to  be  visionary.  The  ]3ank  of  the  United 
States  will  either  be  unable  to  send  its  notes  into 
eirculaiion,  or  it  will  drive  in  a  part  ^  the  notea 
of  the  State  banks.  That  the  former  will  not  be 
difficult,  every  day^  experience  demonstrates. 
Every  bank  that  is  established,  soon  finds  means 
10  push  out  as  much  paper  as  its  business  requirea. 
Why,  therefore,  should  we  believe  for  a  momeot, 
that  the  Bank  i>f  the  United  States,  whose  paper 
will  be  desirable  for  so  many  reasons,  will  Had 
that  an  insuperable  barrier,  which  is  so  easily 
surmooaied  by  others?  If,  as  has  been  shown, 
it  can  lend  its  eapiul,  its  borrowers  will  circulate 
iu  paper,  and  the  natural  effect  will  he  to  dimia- 
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ifh'io  i^oportioD  to  the  cirenUtiia  of  tht  paper 
irf  the  Simte  baakk  Bat  this  tSwi  will  be  pro- 
diaeed  witbout  en  iojurf  to  them.  It  is  mn  error 
to  Hippose  ttiat  the  baiineBs  of  a  baak  i^  always 
BMMred  by  the  quaatiiy  of  its  paper  in  oircula- 
Uon.  It  rarely  hapneos  that  any  bank  has  notes 
in  circulation  e^tial  to  the  amonat  of  its  actual 
ctii^tal  {  and  it  is  notorious,  that  they  sometimes 
draw  interest  upon  twice  the  amount  of  the  paper 
whicb  tbey  bafe  afloat.  Hariof  risen,  without 
prepazation,  merely  to  reply  lo  some  of  the  argu- 
m«nt«  tbat  have  been  used  by  gentlemen,  I  am 
unpiovided  with  the  estimate  lately  poblishfid  of 
the  stale  of  the  Philadelphia  banks.  If  I  am  not 
Okistaken,  the  amqunt  of  notes  discounted,  Gov- 
WMient  stock,  4c.,  on  which  they  drew  intere^ 
WW  Dflarl]r  three  times  as  great  as  their  notes 
itt  eiicalation.  I  have  before  me  a  statement 
of  the  baaka  of  this  District,  whose  issues 
have  been  flenenUly  deemed  more  exeeBsive 
titan  those  of  any  other  place.  Froqi  this  I  find, 
that  whilst  their  actual  capital  somewhat^eeeds 
dhe  sum  of  $3,000,000,  their  notes  in  eirculatitm 
are  only  9^094,000;  and  whilst  the  same  insti- 
utipB^  have  lent  out  in  discounted  notes  and 
Ooverament  stpck  96;380,O00,  their  notes  in  cir- 
solatioB  have  not  exceeded  $8,095,000{  wbiob  is 
about  one-third  of  the  sum  oy  which  they  are 
vwking  a  profit.  Here,  then,  we  have  decisive 
erideAoe  of  what  eveiy  man  at  all  acquainted 
with  baoking  transactions  must  know,  tbat  ttie 
pro&u  of  banks  cannot  fairly  be  measured  by  tbe 
MaoDoi  of  their  note*  in  oiroulatioD.  The  same 
statement  furniahes  still  iQore  decisive  evidence. 
While  tbe  Banh.of  Columbia  hai  lent  to  Gov- 
ernment mid  to  iodividualsiiweh  morethwt  twice 
the  amount  of  their  capital,  to  wit,  about  (1,9Q0,- 
000,  it  baa  in  circulation  osAf  9336,800,  or  about 
MOreixth  of  the  amount  of  its  loans;  whereas  the 
Union  Bank,  for  instance,  has  lent  to  Gh)vcro- 
neat  and  individtials  much  less  than  twice  the 
aaaouni  of  iu  eapital,  to  wit,  only  $736,900,  and 
has  in  eifoulatioa  more  than  $427,000,  largely 
qjmards  of  one-half  the  amouat  of  iie  loans}  from 
which  it  is  evident  that  the  Bank  of  Columbia, 
whilst  it  has  the  smallest  amouot  in  eiiculaiion, 
has  proportionably  the  largest  cspital  at  interest, 
and  19,  of  course,  making  the  largent  profit. 

Tbese  statements,  are  furnished,  not  as  afford- 
ing a  test  of  tbe  comparative  merits  of  these  insti- 
tviioni,  bat  merely  to  establish  what  I  think  they 
«maivf)caU^  prov&  that  the.profits  of  banks  bear 
no  areet  ratio  to  the  unounl  of  their  ncrtca  in 
QVealation,  and  that  it  it  not  fair  to  oonclude 
that  the  United  States  Bank  will  injun  the  Stftie 
fefMlks  geaetally,  by  reducing  theamotut  of  their 
eiieulating  paper. 

I  must  not,  however,  be  undetaiood  to  coateod 
that  the  esttbltsbraent  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
if  its  effects  are  to  re-establish  the  specie  basis  for 
aur  circulation,  will  not  reduce  the  profits  of  any 
of  the  banks.  U  doubtless  will  and  ought  to  re- 
duce the  profits  of  those  which  have  orer  dealt. 
Thoae  profits  have  been  too  large  just  so  far  as 
the  banks  have  been  guilty  of  overdealing.  They 
aught  to  be  oorceetc^  but  U  will  be  thie  resuMiag 


of  the  nyjoaat  of  specie  tbrongh  the  opetiqa 
of  the  United  States  Bank,  wuah  will  eorieat 
them.  If  this  bank  were  to  go  into  operation  on 
any  other  than  a  specie  basis,  the  issue  of  Its  notes 
would  not  affect  ibe  profits  of  the  State  banka. 
it  is  not  then  the  competition  of  their  note*  for 
the  circulation,  but  tbe  necessity  of  specie  pay- 
ments that  will  compel  tbem  to  curtail  their  dw- 
coonts  and  reduce  their  profits-  This  is  as  it 
should  be;  the  effect  upon  the  State  banks  will 
be  wJiolesome  and  salutary.  Whilst  the  iiofits 
of  some  are  reduced,  those  of  oihera  will  be  en- 
creased  by  the  operation  of  a  National  Bank  upcn 
the  national  currency.  Whilst  some  must  cm- 
tail  ibeir  business,  to  meet  tbe  demands  of  ^pcoie, 
others,  which  are  now  reetniaedf  bepaose  wftm 
redemption  is  confined  to  themsetres,  wUl  ba  obcc 
more  eoabM  to  enlace  their  busiosai  to  itaao- 
customed  extent.  Gentlemen  from  tb«  Easina 
States,  I  should  imagine^  are  therefore  peouliarl^ 
interested  in  the  measure,  because  it  u  so  emi> 
nently  caleutated  to  reproduce  that  equalizatiM 
of  profits  among  tbe  banke  which  has  for  seme 
time  been  suspended,  much  to  their  dieadvanlagv. 

It  will  be  observed  that  I  have  throughout  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  idea  tbat  this  bank  is  always  to 
redeem  its  paper  with  specie.  A  specie  baais  is 
the  only  true  foundation  of  all  banking.  Any 
other  will  be  found  delusive  and  destructive. 
Tbe  committee  therefore  had  taken  a  preoaoUoa 
which  seemed  to  have  escaped  the  observatioa  of 
the  gentleman  from  PennqFlvania  (Hr.  SsB- 
OEAMT.)  That  gentleman  has  asked  what  gnatw 
security  we  have  for  the  paymciit  of  specia  by 
this  baak  than  br  otken?  1  asawtri  that  it  is  a 
condition  of  their  olHtflw.  U  is  axiweaily  P"^ 
vided  by  that  charter  that  they  ahall  noi  atiaf 
time  suspend  sfteeie  paymeou  without  authoni^ 
BO  to  do.  If  they  do,  their  charter  is  violated--^ 
is  Toid.  For  my  own  part,  as  a  member  of  tw 
committee  who  reported  this  bill,  I  was  4i>P<w 
to  make  asauraooe  doubly  sure,  and  take  «  baao 
of  £nte,"  by  an  express  provisiott  that  the  chartar 
should  bevoid  if  they  suspended  specie  paynwat. 
Professioaal  gentlemen,  however,  on  the  commit- 
lee,  and  among  others,  if  I  mistake  not,  tkoAUe 
gentleman  from  Penasylvania,(Mr.  HqpbmbQhJ 
believed  such  a  clause  unimportant,  beaM**  j 
was  neciesserity  implied  in  the  conclitiea  attacw 
to  tbe  charter  by  the  provisioinA  of  bill. 
then  an  easeatial  part  of  the  ;«yeteiD  that  the  bRWE 
should  redeem  its  notes  in  specif.  I  would  neMf 
give  my  vote  to  a»y  bank  ni  Mwcher  chaiaet«»' 
We  have  then  in  this  baok  an  aMitranse  of 
cie  payment  not  afforded  by  others, 
baps  by  those  of  the  Ecstefa  Slues.  Of 
much  we  are  assured,  that  as  soon  as  it  ecasM  to 
be  a  specie  bank,  it  ceases  to  eiist,  so  that  wa  ue 
in  no  danger  of  encountering  tbe  evil  wwah  IW 
gwtlemsn  appears  to  apprelrand. 

But  the  same  gentleman  appears  to  •'j^^ 
that  the  contemplated  bank  wul  be  ew**Vr 
pay  specie  becanse  the  Bank  of  Fennsylvaat*) 
ing  its  capital  in  t^ie  and  United  ^''''f'T^ 
in  equal  proportions  with  those  ptofiwi  v  ^ 
bill,  finds  itself  without  the  pawvr  of 
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MgigeaHtt.  I  eMBOt  mdmit  the  analog  ooo- 
teaded  for. ,  Though  the  proportion  of  tpecie  to 
tMek  may  be  the  same,  yet  the  aBonat  of  apeeic 
otpital  hi  this  bank  will  be  so  macb  greater  as  to 
add  to  its  oapaeity  to  keep  lis  notes  in  circnlation. 
B«t  this  is  not  the  enlr  reason.  The  Bank  of 
PennsTlraaia  bas  already  in  circnktioo  a  vast 
deal  of  paper,  iritb  only  a  sanll  anaoaot  of  specie 
ia  their  vaults.  Were  tbey  to  commeoee  specie 
payments,  iheir  notes  voald  reiarn  opon  tbetn 
Ibr  payment,  to  the  imminent  danger  of  the  bank, 
unless  they  should  previously  adept  the  preeau- 
iwiiaryaMasmres  io  their  power.  But  the  Bank 
of  tke  United  States,  when  it  goes  into  operation, 
will  lum  ito  9l,40ajD00  of  apeoie,  wilbont  a  note 
in  eireuhlion.  In  isning  their  pa{Mr  ihey  will 
be  gOTevneA  by  eiremwtaoees,  and  E^hoold  it  ro* 
limi  upon  ihera  too  rapidly  for  specie  they  will 
ai  onea  lesaen  the  qnantity  throirn  into  circula- 
tion. Thnre  is  then  all  toe  difference  between 
the  sfloatioa  of  the  two  banks  that  may  reason- 
ably be  expected  between  two  concerns,  one  of 
vhieh  is  joat  eommeneing  bosiness,  while  the 
other  is  deeply  involved,  and  sopposed  to  be  an- 
aUe  to  maet  the  josi  den^nds  of  its  creditors. 
Thna  we  see,  that  whilst  the  Bank  of  Peonsyl- 
vaaia  is  neither  bovnd  to  pay  specie  by  the  con- 
ditions of  its  charter,  nmr  abw  at  once  to  redeem 
iu  neics,  the  Bank  of  the  United  Staica  wiU  be 
tble  and  obli^^  to  make  gold  and  liWer  the  basis 
of  it»  eireolatioo. 

Mr.  Toousn  concluded  hit  nmarka  by  shortly 
raeapitniatiog  the  groanda  which  he  had  attempted 
to  maiatain.  He  had  endeavored  to  show  that 
annilal  of  thirty-five  milliona  would  readily  find 
enployment;  ibatibe  pro^oaed  bank  wa«ild  not 
ttlU  farther  sareharge  the  cirenbtioii.  as  had  been 
contended ;  that  the  estabUsbment  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  would  not  injure  the  Bute 
banks,  thongfa  he  admitted  the  resuming  of  tpe- 
eit  paynMBts  wonld  necessarily  reduce  the  produ 
of  some  of  them ;  and  that  thia  bank  woald  be 
boond  by  iu  charter,  and  enabled  bv  its  funds,  to 
real  ita  oircolatim  upo*  the  solid  foundation  of 
a  spaeie  basis.  He  ht^  therefore  the  aoactid' 
neat  propoecd  would  be  rejected. 


WumuoAT,  FobiBary  38. 

A  mesawe  fn»aihe  SoMt  infiiraed  the  House 
thai  ifae  Beaata  have  naaaad  a  bill  **  eoaeemiog 
Ud  offieenof  the  militia;"  atao  a  bill  ''forthe 
Ritf  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis}"  in 
which  tbey  aak  the  conenrrenee  of  this  Hwue. 

Mr.  JoBRMii,  of  Kentodiyifrom  the  Commit- 
tte  OB  Military  Affiurs,  r^orted  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  "fer  the  relief  of  Lieutenaat  Colonel 
William  Lawrence,  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  of  the  officers,  nott-commiasioBcd  of- 
fiters,and  privates, oomporing  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Bowyer,  in  the  year  1814,"  witbeot  amendment; 
ttd  the  bill  was  otdeced  to  be  read  a  third  time 
io«ioriow. 

Mr.  JwrnwaHj  of  Eentueky,  from  tbe  coainit- 
letto  whmn  was  teferred  the  bill  froa  the  Sen- 
tl%^telati«e  to  evideaoe  in  eaoaa <tf  aaiwaU- 
14th  Con.  Itt  Sxw^5 
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ntiob,"  reported  the  same  with  amendment!  j 
which  were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  Honaoi 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time 

to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parrfs,  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  was  requested  to  cease  to  be  laid 
before  this  House  a  stateitient  of  the  number  of 
impressed  American  seamen  eoofined  in  Dart- 
moor prison;  the  number  Rurreodered,  given  up. 
or  taken  from  on  board  of  British  vessels  captorea 
during  tbe  late  warj  together  with  their  places 
of  residence,  respectively. 

Mr.  pARRis  and  Mr.  Tate  were  appointed  a 
eeamittce  to  present  the  said  resolution  to  the 
Preaideni. 

Mr.  CtHiDtoT  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tieo,  which  was  read  :* 

Rttolved,  That,  i«r  tbe  rwddae  of  the  aesskm,  aAar 
the  first  day  of  March  next,  the  stated  hour  of  meeting 
of  thu  HoDse  shall  be  10  o'dodt  in  the  moming. 

Mr.  Nrlson,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amead  the 
said  resolution  by  adding  thereto  the  following : 

And  the  hoar  of  s^jonmnMnt,  five  in  the  afternoon 
of  each  day. 

Whereupon,  the  said  resolution  and  amend* 
nent  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

»  PUBLIC  EXPENOrrURBS. 

Mr.  Tdceer  submitted  the  following  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
tbe  House;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  He 
on  tbe  table : 

Remhed,  That  the  following  standing  rommittnns 
be  appointed  to  serve  during  tho  present  Congrasiy 
and  that  hereafter,  at  the  commencement  of  the  first 
session  in  each  Congress,  tike  committees  shall  be  ap- 
pointed,  whose  duties  shall  continao  tintil  Uie  flnt 
session  of  the  ensuing  Congress : 

A  Committee  on  so  mtu^  of  the  PoUic  Accotmts 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Department  of 
Bute. 

A  Committee  on  so  mneh  of  the  PnUie  Aeeotmts 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  tiie  Treasury  Pepart. 
ment. 

A  Commilteo  on  so  much  of  the  Pobttc  Asosvata 
and  Expendtonee  as  lalate  to  the  IfcwiailiaaMl  aT 

War. 

A  Committee  osi  so  bmi^  <rf  tbe  Pubtto  AetaeaMs 
aikd  Expeaditorss  as  iriate  to  the  DepartaieBt  of  tbe 

A  Committee  on  ae  much  of  the  Pobtie  Accanats 
and  Expwidituraa  as  nalato  to  the  Post  Office ;  and 

A  Conmiittee  on  ao  moch  of  the  Public  Accoants 
and  Expenditares  as  relate  to  the  Pablic  Buildings. 

The  said  committees  shall  consist  of  three  members 
each,  and  shall  at  all  times  have  leave  to  meet  daring 
the  session  of  the  House. 

It  shall  be  tbe  duty  of  tbe  committees  to  esattina 
into  the  state  nT  die  accoimtB  and  expMditaia^ 
spectively  enlmntted  to  Aem,  and  to  inqvire  and  r^ort 
partjcuUriy — 

Whether  Ae  expenditures  of  Ae  le^Melive  Dqwrt- 
ments  are  joatifled  by  law ; 

Whether  tbe  daims  from  time  to  time  satisfied  and 
diaoharged  by  tbe  respective  ]>epartaMma  are  aa|>- 
pertad  ^  saffioient  vondiar^  eatahMiIng  their  jnafe. 
Bsaa  both  as  to  their  chameisr  and  amount; 

WMsr  each  ehiteahafa  he«k  diiihtigad  o«t  af 
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dM  Amdi  tppropriatod  thenfi»»  ud  whsther  «11  no* 
nm^liBve  bMn  duboned  in  confonnity  with  appro* 
pnalimlam;  and 

Whather  an;  and  what  proTiaiona  are  naceaiaiy  to 
h*  adopted  to  novida  Dum  pofoetlj  fn  tha  ^opar 
upHeaticn  of  tae  pabUc  moM^  and  to  aacnn  tha 
wmnimflnt  from  demaada  UDjoat  in  thair  duracter 
w  aztraTagant  in  their  amounta. 

And  it  shall  moreover  be  the  datj  of  the  aaid  com- 
mittaei  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  whether  an^  and 
what  ratrenounents  can  be  made  in  the  axpenditnree 
of  the  aereral  Departmento,  withoot  detriment  to  tha 
public  aorrioe ;  whether  anj  and  what'abnaea  at  any 
tine  in  the  ftihua  to  mfinee  tin  payment  of 
mouej»  wUA  may  be  due  to  die  United  Stataa  from 
pnUie  defiuuhera  or  othrra,  and  to  leport,  from  tinw  to 
tiaw*  attch  proTinona  and  anangementa  aa  may  be 
naeeaMiy  to  add  to  the  economr  of  the  aereral  Depart- 
■MMta  and  the  acooontabiHty  of  their  oAeera. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Bank  bill.  Mr.  SsBOEaNT's  motion  to 
reduce  the  proposed  capital  to  iwenty-fire  mil* 
liona  being  yet  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Websteb  first  addressed  the  House.  He 
regretted  the  manner  in  which  this  debate  bad 
been  commenced  on  a  detached  featare  of  the  bill, 
and  not  a  question  affecting  the  principle;  and 
expressed  his  fears  that  a  week  or  two  would  be 
lost  in  the  discussion  of  this  question,  to  do  pur- 
pose, inasmoeh  as  it  might  ultimately  end  in  the 
rejection  of  this  bill.  He  proceeded  to  reply  to 
the  arguments  of  the  adrocates  of  the  bill.  It  was 
a  mistaken  idea,  he  said,  which  he  had  beard  ut- 
tered on  this  subject,  that  we  were  about  lo  reform 
the  national  currency.  No  nation  had  a  better 
currency,  be  said,  than  the  Uoited  States;  there 
was  DO  nation  which  had  guarded  its  currency 
with  more  care;  for  the  framers  of  ihc  Constitu- 
tion, and  those  who  enacted  the  early  statutes  on 
this  subject,  were  hard-money  men ;  they  bad  fell, 
and  therefore  duly  apiweciateid  theerilsof  apaper 
medium ;  they  thereiore  aedulously  guardeu  the 
currency  of  the  United  Statea  from  debasement. 
The  legal  eorrency  of  the  Uuted  Stales  was  gold 
and  aiWer  coin.  This  was  a  subject  in  regard  to 
which  Congress  had  ran  into  no  foUy.  > 

What,  then,  he  asked,  was  the  present  evil? 
HaTing  a  perfectly  sound  national  currency— 'and 
the  GoTernment  hare  no  power,  in  fact,  to  make 
aDVlhing  else  corrent  but  gold  and  silver— there 
had  grown  up  in  different  States  a  currency  of 
paper  issued  bv  banks,  setting  out  with  the  prom- 
ise to  pay  gold  and  silver,  which  they  had  been 
wholly  unable  to  redeem.  The  consequence  was, 
that  there  was  a  mass  of  paper  afloat,  of  perhaps 
fifty  millions,  which  sustained  no  immediate  rela- 
tion to  the  legal  currency  of  the  country — a  paper 
which  will  not  enable  any  roan  lo  pay  money  he 
owes  to  his  neighbor,  or  bis  debts  to  the  Qovern- 
ment.  The  banks  had  issued  more  money  than 
thty  could  redeem,  and  the  evil  was  seTerely  felt. 
Mr.  W.  declined  occupying  the  time  of  the  House 
to  prove  that  tbero  was  a  depreciation  of  the  paper 
in  circulation ;  the  legal  standard  of  valne  was 
|oM  and  aUm ;  the  rclMion  of  paper  to  it  ^red 


iu  state,  and  the  rate  of  iu  depreciatioo.  CMd 
and  silver  currency,  he  said,  was  the  law  of  the 
land  at  home,  and  toe  law  of  the  world  abroad; 
there  could,  in  the  present  atate  of  the  worid^  be 
no  other  currency.  In  consequence  of  tbe  im- 
mense fiaper  issues  having  baaisbed  specie  fmn 
circulation,  the  Qovernment  had  been  oUi^ed,  in 
direct  violation  of  existing  atatutea^  to  reecive  the 
amoont  of  their  taxes  in  aomething  which  «» 
not  recognised  hy  law  aa  the  money  of  tht  ooaft> 
try,  and  which  was,  in  laet,  greatly  dqucdated. 
This  was  the  evil. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  the  banks,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
would  not  examine  whether  tha  great  advaaen 
they  had  made  to  the  Government  dnriu;  the 
war  were  right  or  wrong  in  them,  or  whether  it 
was  right  or  wrong  in  the  Government  to  aooept 
them;  but  since  the  peace,  he  extended,  that 
eondoct  had  ben  wholly  oDiusiifiable,  aa  also 
had  that  of  the  Treasury  in  relatioo  to  them.  It 
had  been  supposed  the  banks  would  have  imme- 
diately sold  out  the  stocks,  with  which  they  had 
no  business,  and  have  fulfilled  their  engageoacMiCa ; 
but  public  expectation  had  in  this  respect  been 
disappointed.  When  this  happened,  Bir.  W.  coa- 
tinued,  the  Government  ought,  by  the  nae  (rf*  the 
means  in  iu  power,  to  have  compiled  the  baab  I 
to  retorn  to  their  specie  paymenia.  In  hia  opia-  I 
ion,  Mr.  W.  said,  any  remedy  now  to  be  affdied 
to  this  evil,  must  be  applied  to  the  deprecjaled 
mass  of  paper  itself;  it  must  he  aome  mcaaore 
which  would  give  beat  and  life  to  this  mortified 
mass  of  the  bMy  politic  .  The  «vil  was  not  to  he 
remedied  by  introdociog  a  new  paper  cirettlation;  I 
there  could  be  no  such  thing,  he  showed  by  a  va-  I 
riety  o(  illustrations,  as  two  media  in  cirenlatioa, 
the  one  credited  and  the  other  discredited.  All 
bask  paper,  he  aigoed,  derives  its  credit  aoUy 
from  its  relation  to  giMd  and  silver;  and  then 
was  no  remedy  for  the  state  of  deprceiatioa  of 
the  paper  currencv  but  the  resumptiou  of  epesie 
paymenta.  Ifalltbeproportirof  theUnitttdSitatei 
was  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  these  &fty  mU- 
lions  of  paper,  it  would  net  thereby  be  broughl  op  ; 
to  par ;  or,  if  it  did,  that  would  happen  which  had 
never  yet  happened  in  any  other  cotuury.  Aa 
isaue  of  Treaaory  notea,  he  added,  would  bava  no 
belter  effect  than  the  caubliahment  of  a  new  bank 
paper.  He  illustrated  this  general  position  Inrn- 
Krring  to  a  period  anterior  lo  ^he  tinae  of  4hc 
reformation  of  the  coin  of  England,  when  thee^ 
istiug  coin  had  been  moch  debased  hy  elippiof, 
Aic.,  which  had  created  maeh  alarm.  Anatteapt 
had  been  made  to  correct  the  oonaacy  thus  viti- 
ated, by  throwing  a  quantity  of  aowd  coin  into 
circolatioD  with  the  debased ;  the  remit  was,  ^at 
the  sound  coin  disappeared,  was  hoarded  op,  be- 
cause more  valuable  than  that  of  the  same  nom- 
inal value  which  was  in  general  circulation. 

The  establishment  of  a  National  Bank  oot  b«Dg 
in  his  opinion  the  proper  remedy,  be  procaedad  to 
examine  what  is.  The  solvency  of  the  banhi 
was  not  questioned.  There  could  be  do  donbt, 
he  said,  if  tha  banka  would  unite  in  the  ebjee^ 
they  might  in  threa  weeka  naama  the  paymcat 
of  apaoia,  and  mtdm  tht  ad^cioa  o{ma>y  mmmm 
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bj  thit  Hoow  whollf  nDtteecMurjr.  The  banks, 
he  said,  were  makior  extrarigant  profits  out  of 
the  |ireseot  state  of  thion,  which  ought  to  be 
entailed.  He  referred,  for  iUostration  of  this 
point,  to  the  state  of  the  Bank  of  Peonsylrania, 
as  exbilHted  in  the  return  to  the  LegialatDre  of 
that  Stat^  which  with  a  capital  of  t3,d00,000  had 
doM  a  diseooDt  business  of  94,138,000,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  held  tl,811,000  of  United  States 
stoek ;  so  that,  without  taking  into  account  a  mass 
of  Treasnrjr  notes,  real  estate,  &c.,  that  bank  was 
reeetfing  interest  on  six  and  a  half  iiuUioos» 
near)  J  three  times  the  amount  of  its  capital.  This 
he  eoBsidered  an  extraordinarr  fact.  That  bank 
had  been  pnmouiwed  bf  the  Legislatare  to  be  to 
"a  flowisUng  tMie."  It  was  so  to  the  stock- 
holders in  the  bank, he  doubted  not;  bnthow  waa 
it  to  those  who  were  afieeted  b^  the  depreciation 
of  it — to  the  man  who  comes  into  an  office  for 
life,  and  relinquishes  alt  his  prospects  and  profits 
for  a  fixed  salary,  not  to  be  diminished  durioff  his 
contiDvanee  in  office ;  to  the  poor  pensioner  whose 
wonnds  receircd  in  his  oouotrv's  service  are  vet 
bleeding? 

These  banks  not  emanating  from  Congress 
what  engine  were  Congress  to  use  for  remedying 
the  exiaiiog  eril  1  Their  only  legitimate  power, 
he  said,  was  to  interdict  the  paper  of  such  banks 
as  do  not  pay  specie  from  being  received  at  the 
CBstom-house.   With  a  receipt  of  forty  millions  a 

J rear,  Mr.  W.  said,  if  the  Government  was  faith- 
ni  to  itself  and  to  the  interests  of  the  people,  they 
eoold  control  the  evil;  it  was  their  duty  to  make 
the  effi>rt ;  they  ahonld  have  made  it  long  ago, 
and  they  ought  now  to  make  it.  The  eril  grows 
every  day  worse  by  indulgence.  If  Congress  did 
not  now  make  a  stand,  and  stop  the  current  whilst 
tbey  might,  would  they,  when  the  carrent  grew 
stioBger  and  stronger,  hereafter  do  it?  If  this 
Coagress  should  adjourn  without  attempting  a 
nmedVj  he  said,  it  would  desert  its  duty. 

If  this  bank  were  ealenlated  to  do  good  at  all, 
Mr.  W.  contended,  it  was  only  as  an  agent  of  the 
reveniie  officers  of  the  Government.  As  a  bank 
astabli^mrat  for  ordinary  banking  purposes,  what 
would  be  iu  operation  ?  If  this  were  to  be  a  spe- 
cie bank,  it  would  go  into  operation  at  PhiUdel- 
phia ;  would  promise  bat  little,  but  would  perform 
all  its  proaaises;  independent  of  its  connexion 
with  the  Qonramentj  it  would  not  be  able  to  get 
its  BOMS  iuto  etreolatioo ;  nobody  wedd  borrow 
of  it  j  it  wontd  operate  merely  as  a  bank  of  de- 
posice.  All  its  tcansaetions  would  be  eonfined  to 
the  a^tiatton  of  paper  for  merchants,  to  enable 
them  to  anticipate  tot  a  short  time  so  much  of 
their  ineeme  as  was  necessary  to  pay  their  bonds 
for  duties  on  importations}  and  so  far,  but  no 
farther,  it  would  have  a  positive  good  operation. 
But,  as  a  measure  to  supply  a  remedy  for  the  die- 
orders  of  our  currency,  Mr.  W.  argued,  this  bank 
would  be  of  no  efficacy ;  because,  if  he  were  not 
mistaken  in  his  views,  iu  bills  would  have  but  a 
very  limited  circulation. 

As  to  the  eril  of  the  present  state  of  things,  Mr. 
W.  admitted  it  iu  ita  tallest  extant.  If  he  was 
■M  mimihWj  thwe  ware  wome  ouUiont  is  the 


Treasury  of  paper,  which  were  nearly  worthless^ 
and  were  now  wholly  useless  to  the  Government, 
by  which  an  actual  loss  of  considerate  amount 
must  certainly  be  sustained  by  the  Treasury. 
Thii  was  an  evil  which,  he  said,  ought  to  be  met 
at  once,  because  it  would  grow  greater  by  indol- 
rence.  In  the  end,  the  taxes  must  be  paid  in  the 
egal  money  of  the  country^  and  the  soon«  that 
was  brought  about  the  better.  Such  was  the 
operation  of  the  present  state  of  the  cireulatipg 
mediom,  he  proceeded  to  show,  that  the  duties 
Utid  by  the  United  States  were  at  a  rate  ten  per 
cent,  higher  in  Boston  than  in  Baltimore,  and  in 
jSaltimore  higher  than  in  Washiogtoo,  Ac  If 
Congress  were  to  pass  forty  statutes  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  said,  thejr  would  not  make  the  law  more 
eonetttaive  tkan  it  now  was,  that  nothing  should 
be  received  in  payment  of  duties  to  the  Qovem- 
ment  but  specie ;  and  yet,  no  r^rd  was  pud  to 
the  imperative  injunctions  of  the  law  in  this  re- 
spect. The  whole  strength  of  the  Goremmoit, 
be  was  of  opinion,  ought  to  be  put  forth  to  com- 
pel the  payment  of  the  duties  and  uxes  to  Gov- 
ernment in  the  legal  currency  of  the  country. 

In  regard  to  the  plan  of  this  proposed  bank, 
Mr.  W.  said  be  would  consent  to  no  bank  which 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  was  not  a  specie  bank; 
and  in  that  view  he  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
amendment.  He  exfvessed  some  alarm  at  the 
stock  feature  of  the  bank,  which  would  enaUe 
and  might  induce  the  existing  bank  eorporatioas 
to  come  forward  and  take  up  the  whole  stoek  of 
this  National  Bank.  He  should  be  to  see  a 
bank  established,  he  observed,  in  the  course  of  hia 
remarks  on  this  point,  which  would  command  the 
solid  capital  of  the  country.  There  were  men, 
he  said,  of  wealth  and  standing,  who  would  em- 
bark their  funds  in  a  bank  constituted  on  com- 
mercial specie  principle^  but  who  would  not 
associate  in  such  an  institution  with  the  stock- 
holders in  the  country,  any  more  than  a  good 
currency  would  associate  with  a  bad  on&  A 
National  Bank,  he  said,  ought  to  be  regarded,  not 
as  the  power  to  rectify  the  present  state  of  the 
currency,  but  as  a  means  to  aid  the  Government 
in  the  exercise  of  its  power  in  this  respect.  He 
concluded  his  remarks,  by  saying  that  the  power 
of  the  Qovernmrat  must  be  exercised  in  some 
way.  and  that  speedUy,  or  evib  would  result,  the 
extent  of  which  he  would  not  attempt  to  deserlbe. 

Mr.  CuTBUBT  followed  in  opposltuta  to  the 
proposed  amendment,  though,  he  remarked,  there 
were  few  of  the  positions  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  m  which  he  did  not  concur,  with- 
out agreeing,  with  him^  however,  in  his  results. 
In  reply  to  his  objection  to  the  stoek  featon 
of  the  bank,  as  forming  an  obstacle  to  its  pay- 
ing specie,  Mr.  C.  argued  that  it  would  have  a 
contrary  effecu  Thus:  that  to  become  and  re- 
main a  specie  bank,  the  institution  most  be  slow 
in  iu  operations,  and  the  directors  and  stock- 
holders be  conUnt  with  small  gains  on  tbeir  cap- 
ital ;  that  the  interest  they  would  draw,  of  six 
per  cenL  on  the  stock  part  of  their  capital,  would 
aid  ibem  in  this  coarse,  and  induce  them  to  be 
aatiM  with  Im  gaiu  in  ths  way  of  diaowui^ 
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Ac.  In  opp6sitioD  to  thto  proposal  to  rednoe  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  he  took  for  his  frooDdwork 
two  facts  which  would  not  be  ^aestioned.  First, 
that  this  is  a  growing  nation  in  population,  re- 
sources, wealth,  and  commerce.  Seeondlr,  that 
there  is,  from  the  nalnre  of  things,  an  absolute 
vacerlaiatf  as  to  the  qaantity  of  capital  which 
mar  be  required,  ai4  the  extent  of  the  bosiness 
which  may  be  done'  hy  a  National  Bank.  He 
argned,  from  thest  poeitioos,  that  the  bank  ought 
to  uve  the  power  in  contracting  or  apandlng  it- 
sdf  to  the  wants  of  the  eouotry ;  and  if  the  busi- 
ness of  the  oountrj  reqotred  a  lareer  amount  of 
diaeoont  than  would  be  made  on  toe  twentjr  rail- 
lions,  that  the  operations  of  the  bank  oagot  not 
10  he  cramped.  In  this  naUon,  growing  in  popn- 
latira,  enterprise,  and  wealth,  where  all  thow  uses 
of  society  which  reqnire  active  capital  and  a  gen* 
«ral  circulating  medium  were  every  day  rapidly 
nnltiplyinj;  end  extending,  he  would  not  place 
Barrow  limits  on  the  nseful  agency  of  this  bank. 
He  compared  such  a  course  to  placing  a  case  of 
iron  on  the  svelling  moBcles  and  growiog  ener- 

Sies  of  a  rigorous  youth.  It  was  much  better, 
e  concluded,  to  have  a  capiul  latg er  than  ne- 
cessary, than  one  much  too  small.  Mr.  C.  next 

Ktceeacd  to  examine  the  utility  of  a  National 
nk  as  compared  with  the  State  banks,  in  pro- 
aotiag  cxchaDges,  renittasoes,  and  transfers  by 
Gwrernmtot  and  individoids.  He  slated  their 
Ttrioos  operations  io  a  plain  aad  intelligible  man- 
ner, and,  from  his  fhcts  on  this  subiect,  drew  the 
eonelosioD  that  a  National  Bank  only  could  effica- 
oiooslr  promote  the  exchange  of  moneys  and  com- 
modlttes— that  internal  commerce  which  serves 
to  knit  together  and  fertilize  every  section  of  the 
country.  A  National  Bank  be  compared  to  the 
ocean  of  commerce,  which  bears  on  Us  bosom 
the  freights  of  all  regione,  from  one  to  the  other; 
the  State  banks  to  the  riverk,  which  are  the  chan- 
nets  of  otnnmiiDioaiion  within  tbeir  particatar, 
limited  sphere.  la  reply  to  the  argument  that  the 
erll  of  the  redundanej,  and  depreeiatfoo  of  the 

a present  paper  cirealatioa  would  not  be  corrected 
'  throwiag  other  paper  into  tiireolatran,  he  said 
at  thcNaiioaal  Bank,  instead  of  iaereasiog  the 
ontntttm  of  paper,  woald  anbatiinie  other  paper 
m  lieu  of  a  portion  of  that  now  ia  eireataiion, 
aad  by  this  opeiistioa,  the  retaainder  woald  he 
broBght  up  to  a  specie  value.  A  further  a^^ 
nmi  he  nrgad  in  favor  of  a  large  oapttal  was 
this :  that  a  oank  of  twenty  millions  would  issae 
aa  much  paper  as  a  bank  of  thirty-five  millioo^ 
as  the  issue  would  be  limited  by  the  demands  of 
society  J  but  with  a  lar^  capital  there  woaM  be 
creater  security  to  individuals.  The  difference 
between  the  two  eapiuls  would  be  the  differeboe 
between  two  mercnaois  carryiog  on  the  nane 
commercial  specuhttioos,  the  one  with  a  large, 
and  the  other  with  a  small  capital ;  the  creditors 
of  the  first  having  undoubtedly  better  aeourity 
those  of  the  last,  &o.  On  these,  and  other 
givoadik  Mr.  C.  opposedtbe  amendment. 
Mr.  HorKiMaoiv  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
Mr.  Chatonaa  :  I  came  to  this  Oragreas 
amaglr  impmaad  with  the  «xpcdieMy  of  «alah- 


lishinjS  a  National  Bank,  and  with  the  eehrietioa 
that  it  would  eertaialy  be  dtme.   I  presumed 
that  this  impression  was  so  general  tbronghoat 
the  United  States,  that  but  little  dtseussiei  would 
be  necessary  to  attain  the  object.   My  persoaal 
feelings  and  dispositions  were  atroi^y  la  favor 
of  the  measure ;  and  I  believe  the  general,  nay, 
almost  the  universal,  wishes  of  my  Immediate 
eonstitnenlSj  notwithstanding  the  insinnatiras 
about  their  interest  in  the  State  banks,  were  of 
the  same  kind.  Not,  sir,  that  I  beUere  a  Natioaal 
Bank  abaoltttelT  iadispensable  to  restore  the  di»> 
tracted  state  or  our  currency,  for  I  bdieve  thb 
may  be  eflteted  bv  other  means ;  bat  because  I  be* 
tieve  a  bank,  established  on  fair  and  proper  prla- 
ei^,  aroold  be  a  powerful  ageat  in  prodneiag 
this  most  desirable  reformation ;  because  it  would 
afford  many  essential  accommodatioDs  to  the 
administration  of  our  revenue,  and  be,  at  the 
same  time,  of  general  utility  to  the  commuDity. 
Under  these  impressions,  I  bad  trusted  that  some 
scheme  would  have  beea  presented  to  us,  plaifrfy 
calculated  to  answer  these  destraUe  «id^  entirely 
free  from  known  and  important  objections,  and 
framed  on  principles  not  likely  to  excite  discon- 
tent and  opposition  in  those,  at  least,  who  favor 
the  geaeral  design.  At  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  subject  was  examined  and  discussed 
with  great  miattteness ;  theories  of  various  kiads 
were  proposed,  examiaed,  and  rejected ;  new  pre* 
jeets  were  weighed,  and  found  wantiag.  After 
all  these  fruitless  attempts  to  find  something  new 
and  better  than  the  past,  I  hoped  we  should  now 
have  abandoned  such  endeavors,  and  turned  our 
sober  attention  to  the  lessons  of  ezp«rienee  to  ha 
found  in  the  constroction  and  conduct  of  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States.  No  public  instita* 
tioo  ever  conducted  iu  affairs  with  more  g«neraf 
and  deserved  satisfaction,  or  closed  thtm  with 
more  integrity  and  honor.  Taking  that  for  ooi 
guide,  with  snch  enlargeraenie  and  alterations  m 
the  ekaiwes  that  have  taken  place  in  iIm  con- 
dition of  the  country  would  point  out  and  re- 
quin.  we  might  have  erected  a  hbtic  tiiMcm»> 
uoaable  to  every  man  not  boaiile  lo  everrnad 
any  estabUabment  of  tb«  kiad.    This  eooraet 
however,  has  not  bera  puiaoed.  Wa  ban  a  sya- 
tem  proposed  to  as  aboiradiag  wMi  new  ingn- 
dients,  many  of  which  are  known  lo  be  abeolalaly 
inadmissiUe  in  th«  judfisentof  «aoT  of  the  heal 
friends  of  a  Natioaat  Bank.  To  ne  this  is,  tmlyr 
a  serious  disai^ntmeot,aad  t am  siaemly  sorry 
It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  my  foeble  support 
to  the  plan  offlsred.  I  do  not  propooe,  at  this 
time,  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  whole  system  ; 
and  regret  that  it  comes  before  ns  ia  detached 
parts.  It  would  have  been  much  more  satisfae- 
tery  to  have  examined  the  whole  together,  and 
seen  htnr  the  various  parts  bear  npon  each  other. 
The  ^notion  now,  however,  is  on  the  raotioa  ftir 
redueiag  the  ca|»ital  ftom  thirty-five  to  tweaiy 
miiUona.  To  tbisquesti«L  and  such  matteitaa 
hare  been  connected  with  it  by  those  who  havo 
oppoeed  the  motioa,  I  ainll  oonfiae  mf  ohser- 
vatioaa. 

Before  I  ploeeed,  nay  i  bt  pcMiM  to  fM 
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oot «  Mation  to  the  Coniniuet— it  is  thia :  aot  to 
be  too  hast7  in  adopting  nj  plan.  We  are  snfier- 
in;  ander  epreat  erib,  and  a  state  or  saffering  is 
not  iarorable  to  safe  deliberation ;  impatient  un- 
der the  angaidi  of  tbe  disease,  we  are  too  apt  to 
arise  npon  anj tiling  that  is  proposed  as  a  remedjr, 
withmt  a  dne  esaminntien  into  iii  piobaUe  of- 
feets  «ad  ecaucqiieneea.  This  impatience  under 
mjsfoitnne  is  a  great  source  of  increased  evil, 
both  in  prirate  and  pablic  afiairs.  We  feel  the 
ufferiiig  as  existing  and  known,  and  adopt  the 
nivwly  mnety  beuoae  it  promises  a  chaue, 
vitbont  dnljr  exunining  if  it  mar  not  be  for  the 
worse.  In  struggling  to  sliak*  on  one  diffiealttr, 
we  nlnnge  into  a  greater— to  imagine  that  notb- 
iog  but  some  great  and  single  efibrt  can  extricate 
u,  wben  perhaps  we  ought  to  have  trusted  to  slow 
nnd  gmdoat  means  of  redress,  and  exeroised  our 
pntioBoe  until  thejr  had  time  to  operate.  To  sit 
qnietif  under  sudering,  to  be  doing  nothing  for 
a  paiiuul  disease,  requires  great  streagtb  ot  un<- 
deniaadiiig  and  diseretion,  and  jtt  it  is  gener- 
ally better  to  do  nothing  when  we  are  nnoerlaie 
wut  we  should  da  Thui^  a  tmdtt  meets  with 
soma  luaxpeeted  lorn.  Instead  of  waiting  to  re- 
pair it  hj  slow  and  oertain  means,  he  makes  some 

nt  endenmr }  he  j^onges  in  some  speculation, 
anowB  to  Uie  extent  of  hii  credit;  and  in  a 
ihort  timefinds  himself  in  irretrieral^  ruin.  The 

Civaiions,  tlu  injuries,  and  the  demands  of  the 
t«  war,  necessarily  deranged  all  the  concerns  of 
the  oountrv  ;  and  eqieciauy  its  pecuniary  con- 
earns— pnUie  and  imvateinsti  to  tions  of  erery  kind 
were  shaken  to  their  centre ;  piUiUc  credit  was  al- 
moet  demolished,  and  prirate  credit  greatly  im- 
paired. It  is  idle,  sir,  to  expect  that  evUs  so  broad 
and  deep  are  to  be  rooted  out  in  an  hour;  that  on 
the  name  of  pcac^  ererythtag  is  to  be  restored 
10  health  and  regularity,  and  we  are  no  longer  to 
remeoriMr  that  we  have  imfbtei.  The  shock 
waa  tremendons;  its  ribiations  cannot  instantly 
eeasa.  Sneb  erilsmnst  require  gradual  remedies. 
I  hnre^  nr,  much  faith  in  the  «i«  nudieairis,  in 
fWpoliticu  as  well  as  the  natural  body;  when 
the  gencnl  health  of  both  is  sound.  Our  nation 
is  yoong  and  rigorvns ;  her  resources  Tsst  and 
innrcuing;  her  powers  of  healing  iacaleafaible. 
Why  then  should  we  be  drirea  to  rash  expedi- 
Wt,  in  meie  desfalr.  when  we  have  such  msans 
of  restoration  if  we  will  but  give  them  time  to 
^lante.  lu^tienoe,  rashness,  error,  and  repent- 
ance, are  the  children  of  de^ir.  I  make  these 
nmarks,  sir,  not  to  prevent  every  fsir  and  delib- 
ente  endeavor  to  remove  existing  and  serious 
evils  1  nor  to  induce  the  members  of  this  House 
to  sit  with  folded  arms  in  listless  indifiersnce. 
«niti^  for  time  and  ohaoee  to  relieve  us.  I 
would  raerolr  nianl  againai  loo  mueh  despon- 
dency, or  a  bdim  that  b  is  betlei  for  ua  to  do  any- 
tbi>S)  than  to  do  ntttbuu. 

Tm  question  now  for  consideration  is  the 
tmouBt  of  eapital  proper  for  a  National  Bank, 
snpwHing  everything  else  in  the  bill  to  be  as 
it  saould  be.  I  regret  that  the  examination  of  the 
scheme  musrt«  m«de  in  detached  partem  genenl 
«aw  of  the  wbola  would  have  been  mueh  more 


satisftetory,  even  for  the  iair  estimate  and  un- 
dentandtngof  each  particular  provision.  1  shall, 
however,  eooftee  my  remarks  to  the  precise  ques- 
tion. Tne  faonomhle  Chairman,  by  whom  this 
bill  ms  reported,  has  portrayed,  in  powerful  aad 
appropriate  colors,  the  extent  and  pressuie  of  the 
evils  under  which  the  country  laoois,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  distmcted  state  of  its  currency. 
He  has  not  been  ao  full  aad  explicit  in  showing 
howthereaaedyhe  proposes  is  to  meet  and  removfe 
the  disease;  reserving  himself^ probably,  on  thU 
head,  until  the  provisions  of  this  tnll  shall  come 
under  examination-^tbis  however,  is  really  the 
important  inquiry  now.  In  cotmniDg  my  re- 
muks  to  the  proimsed  amount  of  capiuH,  I  would 
not  be  understood  to  mean  that  there  are  not 
other  provisions  in  the  bill  much  more  excep- 
tionable in  my  opinion  thao  this,  and  to  whieb 
I  shall  offer  my  objections  as  they  arise.  One 
honorable  geniteuiBn  has  said,  that  he  cannot  dis- 
cern any  difierence  between  having  the  eapiial 
at  twenty  or  thirty-five  millions.  Does  he  see 
any  difierence  between  thir»-five  and  fifty ;  or 
between  fifty  and  an  fanadredi  and  so  on?  if^tbe 
amount  of  the  eapital  of  a  bank  is  a  mere  nom- 
inal, unimportant  feature  in  its  character  and 
operations,  then,  indeed,  it  is  useless  to  disiwte 
about  it;  but  if  the  difierenoe  between  say  two 
sums  is  of  imporunce,  it  must  be  found  between, 
the  sums  of  twenty  and  thirty-fire  milliops. 
Without  adverting  to  the  diminution  of  profits 
by  the  extent  of  the  capital,  which  is  a  matter 
for  the  subscribers  and  stockholders  to  look  to  j 
is  it  not  indii^aiable,  that  the  power  of  a  bank 
over  similar  iasulutions,  aud  genially  over  the 
moneyed  concerns  of  a  country  depends  much  on 
the  strength  of  its  capiul  ?  The  extent  of  its  basi- 
ness ;  the  amount  of  its  issues ;  its  power  to  do 
good,  and  its  power  to  do  misehief;  its  means  to 
miHii^ixe,  to  oppress,  to  ruin,  are  all  regulated, 
in  a  great  degree,  by  the  capital,  and  infloesee 
and  interest  which  it  commaads.  It  is  so  in 
other  afiairs  as  wuU  as  hanks;  great  capitalists,  in 
commerce,  in  ataan&eittres,  in  everything,  over- 
shadow and  overpower  smaller  onet^  and  drive 
thmn  out  of  the  ma^et ;  though  with  equal  hon- 
esty and  equal  induauy.  Are  not  our  manufac- 
turers this  moment  complaining  they  cannot  stand 
uainst  the  great  mann&cturiog  capitalists  of 
Great  Britain,  and  praying  for  assistance  and 
support  in  the  unequal  contest?  The  capital  cf 
this  bank,  therefor^  especially  if  the  whole  ma- 
chine is  to  be  wielded  by  the  arm  the  Qovem- 
ment,  is  of  great  importance  and  ought  to  be  fixed 
with  great  caution  and  oeliberatton.  Jast  so 
much  should  he  afforded  as  is  consistent  with  its 
fair,  ic^Uimate  objecto ;  and  not  iocrasistest  with 
other  utcnsts  in  the  community  entitled  to  our 
protection  and  regard.  What  are  the  oirenm- 
stanees  and  considnatioos  to  which  we  shonld 
appeal  in  deciding  this  qoestioa?  We  shonld 
look,  sir,  to  the  uses  expected  from  this  bank: 
theobjecttobeatuioed  by  its  establishment;  and 
yranf  a  capital  sufficient  for  those  uses  and  ob- 
jects and  no  more.  In  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
no  very  exact  rule  or  measure'  can  be  obtained} 
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bat  a  Tery  Air  and  reasonable  estimate  mftf  be 
Bude.  Let  me  ask,  then,  what  are  tbe  objects 
we  bare  in  riew  in  establishing  a  National  Bank? 
To  accommodate  the  QoTemment  in  the  business 
of  its  revenae,  and  to  afford  to  the  commnoity 
the  usual  benefits  of  such  institutioDs.  It  is  also 
presumed  ihat  a  National  Bank  will  hare  the 
power  of  regulating  and  equalixiug  our  carrencr 
in  the  different  States.  This,  howeverjis  a  mat- 
ter distinct  from  tbe  question  of  oapiul.  We 
come  then  directly  to  the  real  quesiton :  Is  a  cap- 
ital of  thirty-five  millions  neeessury,  either  for 
the  accommodation  of  tbe  Qoverament  or  the 
business  of  tbe  eommunitjr  ?  I  htdd  it,  sir,  to  be 
clear  that  the  Government  can  lawfully  require 
vfusu  Nndonal  Bank  for  no  other  parposetUmn 
aa  an  insmmeat  of  finance ;  a  necessary  aceom- 
Biodation  in  collecting  and  disbursing  revenue, 
receiving  and  paying  debts,  and  ftcilittUng  loans. 
Beyond  this  the  Constitution  does  not  warrant 
it ;  nor  hare  the  friends  of  the  old  bank  ever  con- 
tended for  anything  beyond  this.  If  a  bank  is 
to  be  raised  as  an  instrument  of  power  io  the 
hands  of  our  rnlers,  of  whatever  party  deaomina' 
tion ;  if  it  is  to  be  a  source  of  speculation  and 
profit}  a  field  for  the  exercise  of  patronage  and 
appointment,  it  is  a  direct  and  daogerous  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitutioo.  With  such  objects  the 
Qovemment  have  nothing  to  do;  nor  should  it 
have  any  connexion  with  a  bank,  or  derive  any 
advantage  from  it  merely  and  sirielyas  an  inatru* 
meot  of  finance.  If,  indeed,  other  benefits  flow 
incidentally  and  necessarily  from  it,  they  may 
not  be  rejected }  but  they  should  form  no  part  of 
the  original  design,  nor  shoufd  any  measure  or 

Srincifue  be  introduced  into  the  system  for  the 
ireet  purpose  of  obtaining  such  objects.  It  is 
true  that  the  QoverDment  subscribed  a  fifth  partof 
the  stock  of  the  late  bank ;  but  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, that  this  was  deemed  necessar]^  not  only 
to  create  a  necessary  copfidence  in  the  iostitution 
with  the  public,  which  was  then  much  more  shy 
of  banks  than  it  has  since  been,  but  also  to  fur- 
nish the  amount  of  capital  required}  which  pro- 
bably could  not  have  been  done  without  this  aid 
from  the  Govcrament,  tbe  wealth  of  the  country 
being  then  incoouderable  ia  proportioo  to  its 
present  amoanL 

It  is  then  inenmbeat  on  those  gentlemen  who 
insist  on  this  immense  capital  to  show  how  it  is 
required  for  the  bnsincss  of  the  Ctoremment.  I 
cannot  conceive  it.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  capital  of  ten  millions,  was  able  to 
furnish  all  the  financial  assistance  required,  to 
the  very  hour  of  its  destruetioD,  without  the  least 
difficulty  or  embarrassment,  either  to  itself  or  the 
Adfflio  intra  tion.  It  was  sole  to  do  much  more 
than  this }  to  grant  large  loans  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  no  defect  was  ever  discovered  in  tbe 
amouDt  of  capital  for  all  these  purposes}  or,  in 
other  words,  for  all  the  purposes  which  could  be 
lawfully  required  of  II  If  more  than  these  are 
to  be  required,)!  shall  never  be  with  my  sanction. 
I  desire  not  to  see  the  Government  entering;  into 
partnerships  with  its  citizeos  in  commercial  or 
stock  speculations }  entering  into  the  market  and 


trafikUng  on  the  exohaage.  Much  lees  would  I 
see  it  maintaining  its  power,  eneonngiog  and 
rewarding  its  friends,  and  overthrowing  its  ad- 
versaries by  Uie  patronage,  tbe  influence,  and  the 
vengeance  of  a  vast  and  uneootrollable  moneyed 
institution.   iBasmneh,  therefore,  as  no  attempt 
has  been  made  to  show  that  the  capital  new  de- 
manded for  this  bank  is  necessary  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Gtovernmeot,  nor  that  the  sub- 
stitute proposed  is  not  amply  suffioieat  for  these 
purposes,  I  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject;  and 
inquire  whether  the  wants  of  the  community  eaU 
for  this  immense  addition  to  its  banking  capitaL 
A  bank  is  useful  to  the  community  by  exciting 
and  aiding  the  industrj;  of  the  country  with  loans 
of  money  J  hjr  furnishing  a  circulating  medium 
more  convenient  in  many  respects  than  gold  and 
silver}  by  greatly  enlacing  the  active  oapital 
of  the  country}  and  by  providing  commodioa% 
chiap,  and  sate  means  of  making  paymenis  ana 
remituncea  to  the  most  distant  places.   Do  we 
want  thirty-five  millions  more  than  we  now  have 
in  banks,  for  these  objecul  I  think  not;  and  I 
will  endeavor  to  prove  it.   Permit  me  again  t* 
take  you  back  to  the  experience  of  the  past  for 
the  premises  from  which  I  would  reason  tat  the 
present.  When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  established,  in  the  year  1791,  there  were  ia 
tbe  United  States  but  three  other  banks ;  one  ia 
Philadelphia,  one  in  New  York,  and  one  ia  Bos-  j 
too,  I  do  not  know  what  was  the  capital  <^eaeh;  J 
but  presume  when  I  aaj  that  the  whole  did  not  ' 
exceed  four  millions,  I  giro  them  onongh.  Thoae 
then,  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Siaici}  gave  a 
banking  capital  of  fourteen  railUons ;  aaa  wen 
found,  for  a  time,  amply  suflleient  for  all  the 
wants  both  of  the  Ooremmeni  and  the  conma- 
ttity.  To  ohriate  the  consequences  which  flow 
from  these  facts,  we  arc  told  of  the  rast  additiras 
to  the  business  and  wealth  of  this  country ;  of 
the  extension  of  our  commerce}  the  impror^ 
ments  in  our  affricnltore;  the  growth  of  our 
manufactures,  the  increase  of  our  population. 
AH  this  is  true,  and  no  man  rejoicte  in  tbis  un- 
paralleled prosperity  more  than  I  do.  But  before 
we  suffer  ourselves  to  be  hurried  away  by  this 
captiratiog  picture  of  our  own  greatness  and  im- 
portance, we  must  take  into  the  calculation  some 
other  facts  and  changes,  and  gire  them  a  fiut 
eonsidafation  and  influence  be&e  we  pass  upon 
the  result.  If  at  this  ttme^  as  in  1791,  there  were 
in  these  United  States,  but  the  three  banks  than 
existing,  and  we  were  about  to  estaUish  a  na- 
tional oaak,  the  argument  would  be  most  Air  and 
unanswerable.  But  how  is  this  matter?  If  the 
busioess  and  population  of  tbe  country  hare  in- 
creased, has  not  your  banking  capital  increased 
in  a  full  proportioo  ?  In  1791  the  capiul  of  this 
description  was  $14,000,000 }  and  in  1816  we  are 
told  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry^  it  is  eighty- 
five  millions.  Is  there  nothing  in  tbis  to  meet  aid 
destroy  the  wbtde  force  of  the  argument  drsim 
from  increase  of  our  wants  t  To  this  eaomions 
addition  to  the  Inoking  capital,  must  besdded 
the  equally  enormous  increase  of  the  general 
wealth  of  the  country }  of  the  wealth  of  udtvid- 
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uals,  which  is  u  aMfol  and  effieieat  in  carrjriog 
on  its  basiness,and  employing  iu  iodosiry,  as  the 
ca4>itals  of  banka.   If  we  look  to  Great  Britain 
for  iDfomatioD  on  this  subject,  how  do  we  find 
it?    The  capital  ofthe  Bank  of  England  isabout 
fifteen  miUioos  of  pounds  steiliog;  there  may 
have  been  some  addition  since  that  estimate 
■wu  made.    Tbe  notes  issued  by  this  bankp'ior 
to  the  stoppage  of  specie  payments  in  1797,  did 
aol  exceed  darea  millioaa ;  and  the  country  banks 
are  estimated  to  hare  issoed  about  as  much}  it 
is  true  that  these  issues  hare  increased  since 
specie  has  ceased  to  circulate,  but  probably  not 
ocyoad  the  amount  of  tbe  specie  withdtawD}  the 
whole  busiocBs  then  of  that  Kingdom,  its  com- 
metetal,  agricultural,  and  manufacturing  concerns, 
have  been  transacted  with  less  bi^nk  capiul  than 
we  are  now  told  is  requisite  for  us.   To  meet  tbe 
force  of  this  comparison,  it  is  urged  that  this  is  a 
new  and  a  growing  conntry,  and  therefore  calls 
for  more  accommodation  of  this  sort  than  an  old 
and  settled  one— making  every  just  allowance  for 
this  difference,  still  it  can  scarcely^  be  seriously 
contended  that,  whatever  our  prospects  may  be, 
and  I  rejoice  in  their  brrgbtness  and  extent,  our 
bwiaeas  ia  the  various  walks  of  enterprise  and 
indtistry  now  is,  or  for  a  long  time  ean  be,  as 
vast  and  wide  as  thaiofOfealBriiain.  It  should 
be  remembered,  toc^  that  the  period  of  onr  pros- 
perity and  inerease  has  been  heHs  also— her  eom- 
uene  and  manttbeiures,  and  I  believe  ber  agri- 
ealtare  also,  have  been  in  a  rapid  proguu  of  in- 
erease and  improvement  £ar  the  last  twenty  years. 
It  cannot  be^  then,  that  this  country  deounds  a 
banking  capital  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  mil- 
lions, while  that  is  sufficiently  accommodated 
■with  a  much  smaller  amount. 

But  we  are  asked,  where  is  the  danger  of  this 
capital  9  We  might  aak,  where  is  its  necessity  i 
its  usefulness  t  But,  sir,  the  dangers  are  obvious ; 
as  an  engine,  almost  irresistible,  of  State  power 
and  corruption,  it  is  appalling ;  its  influence  will 
pervade  every  corner  of  the  Union;  its  power 
will  be  felt  wherever  it  may  choose  to  strike ;  every 
great  moneyed  power  is  an  efficient  power,  and, 
of  coarse,  always  attended  with  some  danger.  It 
overahadewa  and  destroys  tbe  growth  of  humbler 
efforts,  it  may  ezaet  a  anbmituon  to  its  will ;  it 
may  penish  a  disobedienee— in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  these  dangers  increase  an  hundred 
foU.  Bn^  sir,  the  principal  danger  I  would  call 
yoar  attention  to  ia  this,  that  which  may  fall  upon 
and  crush  the  State  banks.  These  bank^  what- 
ever may  have  been  thought  and  said  to  the  con- 
trarjr,  are  entitled,  fully  entitled,  to  our  care  and 
consideration ;  the  interest  of  a  great  portion  of 
the  community  is  deeply  embarked  in  them ;  its 
industry  and  enterprise  mainly  depend  upon  them, 
and  it  would  be  an  outrage  of  injustice  and  im- 
policy to  overthrow  or  injure  them.  Ei^ht^^-five 
nullioas  of  capital,  with  all  its  dependencies,  is  not 
a  trifle  to  be  sported  with,  or  blown  away  by  vague 
dcauneiations  and  uneumined  charges.  The 
great  body  of  our  fellow-citizens,  whose  jiroperty 
and  pnspcets  ace  embarked  in  these  insiitutuiu } 
tbe  nomciom  widows  and  orphans  who  have  in- 


vested their  all  in  their  stock;  the  great  mass  of 
industry  and  labor  which  depends  upon  them  for 
assistance,  are  matters  of  the  most  serious  con- 
cern, and  we  are  bound  to  look  well  to  the  con- 
sequences  before  we  do  anytbing  that  may  injure 
and  destroy  them.* 

Permit  me,  in  this  place,  sir,  to  notice  the 
charges  which  have  been  urged  against  these 
State  banks  with  so  much  acrimony.  I  must 
first,  however,  distinctly  state,  that  I  mean  not 
to  include  in  my  defence,  that  miserable  litter  of 
forty-two,  which  came  forth  from  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature  at  one  monstrous  birth.  They 
crawled  Into  a  sickly  existence ;  and  spread  them- 
selves over  the  land,  like  so  many  vipers ;  poison- 
ing the  atmosphere,  and  killing  the  soil.  Bpeen- 
lation  became  an  epidemic,  which  corrupted  and 
destroyed  the  morals  and  tbe  industry  of  ine  coon- 
try,  ft  followed  the  farmer  into  his  field,  and  he 
sold  it;  the  mechanic  into  bis  shop,  and  hepledged 
it.  Even  the  daily  laborer  cast  away  his  spade 
and  bis  hoe  in  scorn,  and  determined  no  longer 
to  rely  on  the  labor  of  his  hands  for  his  bread. 
iCvery  man,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  was 
to  become  rich  by  tbe  majgic  of  these  wonderful 
banks—the  lamp  of  Aladdin  was  placed  in  every 
eonnty,and  each  man,  woman,andebUd{ezpected 
to  have  the  ru.bbing  of  it  in  their  turn.  The  Oov- 
ernoT  of  Pennsylvania  endeavored  to  check  this 
madness  with  the  whole  force  of  his  Constitu- 
tional power— be  put  himself  manfully  i^inst 
it,  but  all  in  vain ;  he  was  overwhelmed,  with  tbe 
torrent  of  private  speculation  and  legislative  fraud. 
I  say,  sir.  legislative  fraud,  because  it  is  a  fact  in- 
disputabfe,  tnat  when  that  I^islalure  passed  « 
single  act  incorporating  forty-two  banks,  no  one 
of  tne  whole  batch  could  have  obtained  a  majority 
for  itself — what  was  it  then  but  a  system  of  bar- 
^ioiog  and  selltog ;  of  conspiracy  and  combina- 
tion, to  do  a  great  mischief  by  common  consent, 
when  a  small  part  of  the  same  mischief  wotild 
have  received  no  countenance  or  support  I 

To  return  to  the  State  banks,  properly  so  called, 
what  is  the  great  reproach  that  has  been  so  severely 
visited  upon  them  1  The  stopping  of  specie  pay- 
ments. Before  we  decide  upon  the  justice  of  tnar 
condemnation,  on  'this  -account,  we  should,  wtdi 
a  proper  calmness  and  impartiality,  inquire  into 
the  causes  which  led  to  it,  and  tbe  necessity  which 
demanded  it.  Tbe  cause  of  this  unfortunate  mea- 
sure has  been  found  by  some  in  tbe  loans  made 
by  these  banks  to  tbe  Qovernment,  which  are  de- 
clared to  be  unwarranted  in  their  amount  and 
ruinous  in  the  length  of  the  credit.  Others  coarge 
tbe  misfortune  to  tbe  excessive  issues  of  notes, 
which,  if  true,  is  in  a  great  d^ree  the  consequence 
of  the  former.  I  do  not  believe  that  these  causes, 
either  separately  or  together,  have  produced  or 


*  That  the  Natiimal  Bank  is  sxpectsd  and,intended 
to  hold  a  command  over  tbe  Btats  banks  cannot  be 
qoestioned,  when  we  find  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury in  his  report  on  this  soliijec^  distinctly  mvowing 
it,  and  flalrnliting  on  the  combined  foroe  of  the  Trea- 
amy  and  the  Bank  to  direct  and  eontnd  the  opeiatioas 
and  conduct  of  tb»  State  institntionB. 
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conld  hare  prodaeed  the  resolt  attributed  to  them, 
without  die  pressure  of  other  circumBtaaces  to 
-whieh  the  evil  ought  truljr  to  be  traced,  and  wbieh 
would  have  produced  preclseljr  the  same  results, 
had  there  been  no  loans,  and  no  issues  in  conse- 
quence  of  them.  Whatever,  howeTer,maf  have 
been  the  effects  of  these  loans  to  the  Gorerameat, 
they  hardljr  afford  a  fair  subject  of  reproach  here ; 
and  we  are  bound  at  least  to  mitinte  the  crime, 
(if  you  will  call  it  so,)  a  consideration  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  committed. 
The  enemy  was  upon  you  to  the  North  and  to  the 
South ;  the  defence  of  the  country  languished 
for  the  means  of  support;  the  public  Treasury  was 
exhausted,  and  the  citizen  reiused  his  farther  aid 
to  replenish  it.  Ererjrtbing  looked  to  rain  for 
want  of  money.  In  this  condition  of  the  country, 
the  banks  were  applied  to  for  assistance.  Erery 
inducement  that  could  be  suggested  was  addressed 
to  their  interest,  their  fears,  and  their  patriotism. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  condescended  to 
present  himself  in  person  at  the  board  of  the  di- 
rectors, imploring  (I  may  say)  their  compassion. 
From  without  they  were  pressed  and  assailed  by 
the  public  sentiment — always  powerfol,and  some- 
times irresistible; — and  had  they  not  yielded  to 
BoUcitations  and  circunutances  like  these,  they 
must  hare  taken  npon  themselves  the  consequen- 
ces, however  disastrous,  that  mav  bare  followed 
a  refusal.  I  do  not,  sir,  exclude  from  the  indnce- 
nteata  a  hope  or  prospect  of  profit  from  these 
Treasury  bargains  and  negotiations.  This  may 
fkirly  and  honorably  have  entered  into  the  con- 
sideration. So  much  for  these  loans,  which,  after 
all,  were  not  the  cause  of  suspending  specie  pajr- 
ments)  that  must  have  been  done  just  when  it 
was  done,  had  no  loans  been  made. 

As  to  the  allegation  of  exee»tve  issues,  where 
it  the  proof  of  this  eha^  t  Who  has  shown 
what  was  the  amount  of  notes  in  cireulation  at 
the  time  of  the  suspension,  or  that  it  was  greater 
than  usual?  I  understand  the  fact  was  not  so; 
and  if  it  were,  the  proof  should  be  made  by  those 
who  maintain  the  cha^.  We  have  lately  ob- 
tained some  important  information  on  this  point 
from  the  highest  source  of  authority.  An  exam- 
ination has  been  made,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Iji^idature  of  Pennsvlvania,  into  the  condition 
of  those  banks  in  Philadelphia  which  have  made 
the  largest  loans  to  the  Qovernment,  and  which, 
therefore,  must  show  in  the  strongest  manner, 
the  consequences  of  these  loans,  or  their  issues. 
What  has  been  the  result  ?  The  notes  of  the 
whole  do  not  average  pne-third  of  the  capital  of 
ihe  whdle.  In  some  they  are  less,  in  others  some- 
thing more.  Are  these  excessive  issues  ?  May 
not  any  bank,  honestly  and  fairiy,  and  discreetly 
too,  issue  notes  to  one-third  of  the  amount  of  its 
eapital.  I  know  of  no  system  of  banking  which 
pooeads  on  the  caleulalioa  of  a  smaller  issue.  It 
IS  not  here,  then,  that  we  shall  find  the  true  cause 
of  a  suspension  of  specie  payments  i  nor  will  it 
be  found  in  a  real  scarcity  of  coin.  It  is  proba- 
bly true  that  large  quantities  of  specie  were  with- 
drawn from  the  country  in  the  purchase  of  Eng- 
lish bills}  and,  perhaps,  in  direct  remit (ancet, 


tempted  by  the  extravagant  price  ft  bore  ia  Qceat 
Britain.  Bot  enoi^  was  left,  and  now  remains, 
^to  do  all  the  bankinirbasiness  in  ordinary  times 
and  eireamstances.  The  honorable  ekaiiaaD  of 
the  committee  has  stated,  and  I  denbt  not  he 
speaks  from  correct  and  official  InformatioB,  that, 
in  June  last,  there  was,  in  the  different  banks  k 
the  United  States,  the  sara  of  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars  in  gold  and  silver.  Now,  this  aaouot  ii 
assuredly  sufficient  for  the  specie  business  of  their 
capital  of  eiffhry-^ve  millions,  in  ordinary  times, 
and-  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  puUic  cenfi- 
denee.  When  to  this  sum  you  add  the  deposites 
of  specie  which  have  been  withdrawn  by  tne  lost 
of  that  confidence,  and  which  will  be  returned  to 
the  vaolta  of  the  oank  on  its  restoration,  I  think 
it  is  demonstrated  that  it  is  pot  for  the  want  of 
specie  in  the  country  that  the  banks  cannot  pay 
it.  It  is  well  known  that  when  papwr  is  in  good 
credit,  no  large  payments  are  made  in  epeete.  It 
is  thought  burdensome  to  pay  or  to  reeeire  then, 
and  a  rank  is  thenfora  rMOired  only  to  keep  sp^ 
cie  enough  to  answer  triun^  demands,  and  sup* 
ply  change  for  the  small  business  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  usual  estimate  has  been  about  ent-ftfth 
the  amount  of  the  capital ;  and  no  bank  would 
be  thought  delinquent,  mach  less  insolvent,  b^ 
cause  itcould  not  pay  all  its  notes  on  any  sadden 
demand.  No  bank  of  discount  and  deposite  ever 
did,  or  ever  could  do  this.  What  then  was  the 
cause— what  is  the  justification  of  the  smppags 
of  these  banks  ? 

In  my  opinion  it  was  the  gloomy  and  calami- 
tous condition  of  oor  puUic  affitirs,  whieh  de- 
stroyed the  public  confidence  not  only  in  the 
banks,  but  in  every  public  institution  in  the  ceoa* 
try ;  n  dark  and  desponding  nneertainty  bnag 
over  us,  and  every  boar  seemed  big  with  oar 
.fate.  The  credit  of  the  Oovcmmeni  was  demok 
idled;  It  conld  pay  neither  paper  norstlver.  The 
ruin  of  the  country,  the  breakiag  up  of  the  Qo^ 
ernment  would  of  course  have  broken  up  idl  tiM 
moneyed  institutions,  and  indeed  all  our  puUio 
institutions  of  erery  description.  In  saeh  a  itaM 
of  things,  it  is  obvious  that  erery  maik  wooW  be 
eaga  to  seize  upon  something  that  wonU  hold 
its  valae  in  all  umes,  under  any  circninstattces, 
and  in  all  places.   What  was  the  note  o£  the 
best  bank  worth  at  such  a  period?  QcMui 
silver  could  alone  be  called  wealth— could  alone 
be  relied  upon  to  procure  the  necessaries  of  1^; 
of  course  every  man  that  had  a  deposite  in  a 
bank  ran  to  withdraw  it  in  gold  and  liivar; 
every  man  who  beld  a  note  demanded  itt  pay- 
ment in  solid  coin.  It  is  an  undoubted  fact  tut 
sueh  was  the  run  upon  the  Philadebhia  baus 
that  bad  they  kept  tbeir  vaults  opea  w  t«**<r' 
four  hours  longer  than  they  did,  not  adoitwowd 
have  been  left  in  them.  It  will  be  rsaeBbaw 
that  these  things  took  place  just  before  the  bnta- 
ing  of  Washington,  and  when  a  just  apprehaS' 
sion  was  universal  that  Pbiladdpbia  wol^  ^ 
the  next  object  of  attaek.  But  the  Bastera 
did  not  resort  to  this  desperate  measure.  Sir,  the 
Eastern  part  of  the  United  Sutes  had  poi  con- 
nected itself  and  in  trnih  was  net,  fro*  if 
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ation  and  oUuff  cireanuuneei,  ao  elosdy  and 
inseparably  eonseeted  with  the  fate  of  the  Gen> 
enJ  GoTerBment  as  we  were.  They  had  not  the 
fiuii«  causes  for  alarm  aad  preeautioo.  In  my 
judgment,  then,  sir,  it  was  neither  the  excesstre 
jHues  of  paper,  which  at  this  time  does  not  ex- 
ceed from  forty  to  fifty  millions  in  the  whole 
United  States,  nor  any  real  scarcity  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  that  has  compelled  our  banks  to 
adopt  the  measure  so  much  complained  of;  but 
the  Joss  of  public  confidence,  arising  not  from  the 
misconduct  of  the  banks,  but  the  uncertain  and 
disastrous  aspect  of  our  national  afiairs. 

But  I  am  aidEed,'if  this  is  the  ease,  why  have 
not  these  banks,  on  the  retuvninf  days  of  peace, 
prosperity,  and  confidence,  resumed  the  payments 
of^beir  debuj  and  why  do  they  not  sell  their 
stock  to  suable  them  to  do  so?  I  will  answer. 
They  moat  do  both  these  things,  and  they  can  do 
themi  bnt  they  most  have  a  reasonable  time  and 
indnlgOBce.  The  derangement  of  systems  so  com- 
plicated and  extensive  cannot  be  removed  in  an 
instant.  The  ability  of  the  banks  to  do  their 
bosioess  as  formerly,  must  wait  for  the  restoration 
of  their  former  confidence ;  the  public  alarm  must 
have  time  to  subside ;  the  troubled  waters  to  be- 
come smooth  a^in— these  things  are  all  gradual 
and  slow  in  their  operations;  and  by  attempting 
to  force  them,  we  shall  but  defeat  their  success. 
As  to  tiie  stock  held  by  the  banks  upon  which 
they  Me  drawing  interest,  while  they  neither  pay 
the  principal  nor  interest  of  their  own  debts,  and 
by  which  they  sre  enabled  to  nuke  sueb  enor- 
mous dividends.  I  say,  without  hesitatioii,  they 
most  sell,  but  not  too  suddenly.  It  is  saia  that, 
in  Btocki^  Tieasnry  notes,  and  State  loans,  the 
banks  are  credltora  of  the  pabltc  to  the  amoant  of 
fwty  nilliou.  Ko w,  what  would  be  the  efiect  of 
throwioc  all  this  suddenly  in  the  market?  Where 
would  the  purchasers  be  found,  and  where  would 
these  inatitutions  get  specie  for  it  to  enable  them 
to  par  their  debts  ia  specie?  Still  the  banks 
must  bu|in  the  work  of  reformation.  I  hope  they 
hare ;  if  not,  they  must  and  may  be  made  to  do 
it.  Could  I  suspect  them  of  holding  their  stock 
foE  tbe  mere  object  of  profit,  while  they  refuse 
payment  of  their  debts,  I  woiud  consign  them  to 
•oatempt  and  destruction. 

Mr.  Shakfb  next  addressed  tbe  Chair  on  this 
subject,  expressing  in  the  outset  bis  regret  that 
the  attack  on  this  bank  had  been  on  its  details, 
instead  of  its  principle.  Mr.  B.  explained  his 
views  of  the  diference  between  the  asjpect  of  this 
qaaatioA  at  thia  Ume,  ud  that  which  it  presented 
at  the  last  winter,  when  it  had  been  so  long 
froiilcss^  agitated.  The  principal  object  of  the 
advocates  of  a  National  Bank  at  tbe  last  sessioa, 
was  to  afford  to  the  Qovemment  the  facility  of 
obtaining  occasional  loans  to  carry  on  the  opera- 
tions of  tbe  Oovernmeat,  &c.,  and  to  susuin  the 
public  credit ;  the  object  at  present  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent character— to  remedy  the  evil  of  a  vitia- 
ted currency,  which  had  lately  been  much  exag- 
aerated,  and  which  demanded  a  remedy.  Mr.  8. 
here  examined  the  operation  of  this  dej^reciation 
OB  the  revamte^  of  Cfovernment,  which,  heeloar- 
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ly  showed,  were  most  iojartoQsly  affected  by  it. 
The  Government  sustained  a  clear  loss  of  large 
amoimt~a  loss  which  most  be  made  up  by  taxes 
levied  on  the  industry  and  labor  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  and  who  gained  by  it  7  Those  whose  duty 
it  is  to  remedy  the  evil.  It  is  the  owners  of  bsok 
stock  who  derive  the  benefit  from  the  deprecia- 
tion of  their  own  paper.  All  acknowledged  the 
extent  of  the  evU,  and  the  necessity  of  a  remedy, 
though  they  differed  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
remedy. 

In  reply  to  tbe  argument  of  Mr.  Websteb, 
that  the  remedy  for  tbe  evil  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  by  requiring  pay- 
ment of  the  dues  to  Qovemment  in  specie,  Mr. 
S.  said  the  gentleman  bad  not  demonstrated  that 
there  was  specie  enough  in  the  country  for  the 
purposes  of  the  payment  of  the  revenue  to  the 
Treasary,  nor  that  the  banks  have  not  the  means 
ultimately  to  force  the  Treasury  to  take  their 

Saper  in  payments  to  the  Oovernmeat.  The 
ispcsition  was  not  wanting  in  the  officer  at  the 
head  of  that  Department  to  apply  the  remedy,  if 
it  were  in  his  power ;  bat,  Mr.  S.  said,  an  act  of 
Congress  could  apply  an  adequate  remedy.  If 
that  now  proposed  was  the  proper  measure,  let  it 
be  adopted  ;  if  a  better  can  oe  proposed,  let  it  be 
shown.  He  was  not,  he  added,  so  opinionated  as 
to  assert  that  this  was  the  only  remedy;  but  a 
National  Bank  was  a  measure  tried  and  under- 
stood, and  be  therefore  preferred  it;  if  it  should 
Qot  succeed,  he  would  support  any  other  meas- 
ure adequate  to  the  object  tn  view. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Hopeihson's  reference  to  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  an  institution 
whose  wisdom  had  been  tested  by  experience, 
Mr.  S.  said  he  could  not  see  the  force  of  tbe  wide 
distinctioD  the  gentleman  had  drawn  between 
the  plan  of  that  hank  and  of  this.  He  compared 
these  features,  and  showed  that  their  dissimilar- 
ity was  not  such  as  to  change  their  principle. 
This,  he  said,  was  intended  to  oe  a  epecie  banli^ 
gradually  put  in  operation,  and  by  its  business, 
connected  with  the  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  introduce  a  general  resumption  of  specie 
payments  and  circulation-  In  regard  to  the  State 
tmnkiog  institutions^  Mr.  S.  avowed  as  strong  an 
attachment  to  their  interest  and  prosperity  as  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania ;  but  his  attach- 
ment to  them  as  individuals  must  be  rcsulated 
by  the  correctness  of  their  conduct.  U  they 
abandoned  tha  path  of  probity  and  duty,  he  must 
renounce  his  attachment  to  them  unless  they 
showed  a  dispoiition  to  retgra  to  it.  In  regard 
to  the  meaha  all^d  to  have  been  employed  to 
obtain  loans  firom  these  banks,  when  they  yielded 
to  the  soliciutions  of  the  Treasury^  Mr.  S.  said, 
they  took  care  to  get  the  best  bargain  they  could 
out  of  its  neeessttjes}  in  addition  to  thejost  in- 
terest of  six  per  cent,  they  got  a  premium  of 
somewhere  about  twenty  per  cent,  for  theirfriend- 
ly  loans  to  the  Government.  To  prove  that  they 
had  made  a  good  business  of  it,  he  said  that  there 
was  not  one  of  those  banks  but  could  sell  out  its 
stock  for  specie,  and  make  a  handsome  profit  on 
tbe  whole  transaction,  besides  the  advantages 
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they  have  already  derired  ;  bat,  be  said,  they  did 
not  want  to  do  it;  they  bad  rather  keep  their 
stock  bearing  interest,  and  issue  paper  on  it,  Ac. 

As  to  the  idea  of  danger  to  toe  QorerDment 
from  a  bank  of  thirty-five  millions,  be  said  it 
was  fanciful.  How  far  could  a  bank  be  danger- 
ous to  the  Government  ?  When  banking  was  a 
monopoly  in  the  hands  of  a  Government,  or  of  a 
few  individuals;  and  then  only.  Competition, 
he  said,  destroy«l  monopoly,  and  destroyed  the 
danger  from  siwli  ati  institution ;  and  it  coold  not 
be  argaed  that  there  was  not  now  competition 
enough  to  deprive  inch  an  institution  as  this  of 
the  enaractet  of  an  engine  dangerous  to  the  lib- 
erties of  the  country.  A  bank,  be  said,  might 
be  more  proStaUe  to  the  stockholders  with  a 
capital  of  twenty  millions;  but  it  would  be  more 
useful  to  the  community  with  a  larger  captui, 
Ac.  Having  offered  these  and  other  views  of 
the  subject^  be  concluded  by  expressing  bis  hope 
that  this  bill  would  pass  with  very  little  altera- 
tion of  its  present  provisions. 

Mr.  Calhoom  then  rose,  and  in  an  energetic 
manner  vindicated  the  bill,  and  his  views  of  it, 
from  the  attack  which  had  been  made  on  them. 
He  said  no  man  in  the  House  would  reprobate 
more  than  him  the  establishment  of  a  bank  which 
was  not  a  specie  bank.  A  bank  not  to  pay  spe- 
cie, he  sain,  would  be  an  instrument  of  decep- 
tion }  it  would  have  no  character  or  feature  of  a 
bank;  he  should  regard  it  with  disgust  and  ab- 
horrence. This  bank,  he  asserted  in  reply  to 
contrary  assertions,  if  established,  would  be  a 
specie  iiaak.  He  professed  himself  ready  to  rem- 
cdy  anjr  defecu  which  should  be  pointed  out; 
but  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  not  be  influ- 
enced to  destroy  its  essential  features  by  such 
vague  arguments  as  bad  been  urged  against  them. 
This  was  to  be  a  specie  bank,  or  he  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  called  upon  gentle- 
men not  to  give  way  to  objections  to  the  details 
of  the  bill,  made  by  those  who  were  altogether 
inimical  to  the  cstahUshment  of  any  bank;  their 
a^uments,  he  intimated,  oiight  to  be  received 
with  suspicion,  becaiue  their  view  of  the  sub- 

i'ect  might  be  supposed  to  be  warpnl  by  their 
lOstiUty  to  the  project  altogether.  Mr.  C.  tben 
spoke  at  length  in  explanation  and  reply  to  those 

fenllemen  who  bad  preened  him  in  toe  debate, 
p  regard  to  tbe  estimation  of  paper  in  circula- 
J'<>°j  be  took  occasion  to  say,  that  he  and 
Mr.  Shitb  bad  not  widely  differed  in  opinion  on 
that  head,  when  they  came  to  understand  terms. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  had  not  specified  the  particular 
items  in  bis  estimate  of  the  amount  of  bank  is- 
sues and  transactions;  bis  object  had  been  mere- 
ly to  show,  without  descending  to  particulars, 
that  the  banks  bad  over  traded.  He  referred,  for 
illustration,  to  the  Bank  of  Washington,  reputed 
-a  pndent  bank,  which  on  a  capital  of  f350  000, 
whatwith  stock  and  discounts  to  individuals,  drew 
interest  on  $800,000.  His  object,  he  said,  when 
np  before,  was  to  prove  that  the  banks  generally 
had  done  a  business  which  would  authorize  them 
<o  divide  at  the  enormous  rate  of  fourteen  and  an 
balf  percent,  on  their  capital  paid  in,  &c. 


Mr.  SBBasAiiT  spoke  at  some  le^th  In  ezptep 
nation  of  his  views. 

Mr.  Pitkin  followed  in  support  of  tbe  motioa 
to  reduce  tbe  capital  of  the  bank,  declaring  him- 
self decidedly  friendly  to  the  incorporation  of  a 
bank  of  something  like  moderate  capital,  on  true 
commercial  and  practical  principles,  but  en  no 
other. 

The  question  on  reducing  the  eapiul  to  twenty 
millions  was  finally  taken,  and  decided  ia  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  49.  nays  74.  Tbe  ComBoittee  then 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

TuBsnAT,  February  39. 

Mr.  HoFKiNBOH  presented  a  petition  of  a  eon- 
mittee  on  behalf  of  tbe  surviving  officers  oM>t 
Pennsylvania  line  of  the  Revofntionary  army, 
praying  for  further  compensation  for  the  services 
of  said  officers. 

Mr.  HoPKtNSON  also  presented  petitions  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Pennsvlvania,  praying  that  tbe 
claims  of  tbe  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army  may  be  anin  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  that  additiottafallowances  may  be  made 
to  them.— Referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolationary  Claims. 

Mr.  NfiLsoK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Legia- 
latore  of  tbe  Territory  of  Illinois,  FMpeetiag  the 
powers  of  their  Governor ;  which  was  read,  and 
the  resolution  therein  contained  was  concorred  is 
by  the  Houscras  follows: 

Betolvedj  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamboh, 

Jte$olved,  That  the  President  of  tbe  Doiied 
States  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  caitM 
to  be  laid  before  this  House  a  sutement  of  the 
cases  in  which  he  has  employed  or  caused  to  be 
employed  counsel  to  assist  the  Attorney  General 
in  prosecuting  causes  in  tbe  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  in  behalf  of  the  United  Sutn; 
stating  as  neariy  as  may  be  the  amount  of  prep- 
ettf  in  dispute  in  each  ease,  the  names  of  tbe  coun- 
sel so  employed,  the  period  of  employing  thciD, 
and  the  compensatitm  granted  to  them  in  each 
case ;  also  tbe  manner  m  making  each  compes- 
sation,  and  tbe  Hind  out  of  which  the  same  WM 
paid. 

Mr.  Hanson  and  Mr.  Dablinotoii  were  a^ 
pointed  a  committee  to  present  the  fcnegolBg  res- 
olution to  tbe  President. 

The  bijl  from  the  Senate  "concerning  field 
officers  of  the  militia,"  was  read  twic^  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  on 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis,*^  was  read  tirie^ 
and  committed  to  tbe  Committee  of  Conneree 
and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  **  relating  to  evidm^ 
in  eases  of  naturalization,"  was  read  tbe.u™ 
time  as  amended,  and  being  on  its  passs|«t>'^™ 
ordered  tm  He  on  the  taUe.  ,  . 

The  bill  ftom  the  Senate  **  for  the  rdief  « 
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LicDteiiint  Colonel  WiUiam  Ltwreoce,  of  the 


gimson 

Tt»read  tho  third  time,  and  passed. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 
Mr.  Ward,  of  Masucbasetls,  morcd  that  the 
Hoose  [meeed  to  consider  the  rcM^ntioas  sobmii- 
ted  by  him  BCMoae  days  ago,  in  the  foUowtng  words : 

Smoked,  That  all  daties,  iBposU,  and  axdas^  laid 
kyOoifiasi^oaght  not  only  tobelaid  uiiMmlyUwoDgh- 
■Bt  Ike  Unttsd  Statea^affMaaldy  to  the  prevision  in  tha 
Cnatitation,  bat  eo^  to  ba  ecdiaated  in  aU  parts  of 
ft*  United  Stataa  in  the  aanio  coiraiejr.  or  in  conen- 
doi  oqniralent  in  valns. 

Ruohedr  That  tlw  Seeretary  of  the  Trearary  be 
instroeted  to  receiTe  alone  in  payment  of  datiaa,  im- 
posts, exciaao,  and  debts,  due  to  the  United  States, 
(oldt  silver*  and  copper  coin,  Treasury  notes,  and  the 
notes  of  soch  banks  as  pay  nwcie  ibr  their  bills,  except- 
iaf  in  cases  in  which  is  is  otherwise  pronded  by  law. 

And,  on  the  question  of  consideration,  he  de- 
QMUided  (be  yena  and  nays. 

The  HoQse  apced  to  considor  the  reaolntions— 
yeas  52,  nays  &i  and  the  question  being  suted 
00  adopting  the  resolatioDa — 

Mr.  Galbouk  moved  to  refer  the  resolutions  to 
the  Committee  on  tbe  National  Currency,  which, 
he  said,  already  had  the  subject  under  consider- 
ation. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ward  at  some 
leoath,  who  thought  the  resolution  spolce  for  it- 
self and  could  be  deeided  on  by  the  Hoose  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  committee;  that  the  reference 
would  also  be  productive  of  delay,  in  regard  to 
measures  which  he  regarded  as  of  peat  ni^ncy, 
u  well  as  of  necessity. 

Mr.  Wriobt  supported  the  reference,  and  re- 
plied briefly  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Ward. 

After  some  further  discoaaion,  the  resolutions 
were  referred  as  moved  by  Mr.  Calbous — ayes 
S3,  oays  49. 

THB  NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  National  Bank. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cadt,  with  tbe  assent  of  Mr. 
Calhoum,  the  bill  was  amended  by  striking  out 
80  moefa  thereof  as  gives  to  Congress  the  privi* 
legfc  hereafter,  of  extending  ibe  capital  of  the 
hankfirom  Viitif'fiBe  to millions. 

Ifr.  Cadt  mond  to  amend  the  bill  bv  striking 
out  so  mnch  thereof  as  authorizes  a  sobscription 
by  the  Qovemment  of  seven  millions  to  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  bank,  and  supported  his  motion 
by  a  number  of  observattoBs.  He  contended  that 
no  advantage  would  accrue  to  the  United  Sutes 
from  the  possession  of  this  interest  in  the  Bank. 
The  money  to  pay  for  this  stock,  he  said,  would 
cost  the  United  States  more  than  any  profit  they 
could  derive  from  it — that  is,  by  the  expense 
utending  its  collection;  all  the  funds  of  the  Qov- 
ernment  accruing  sooner  or  later  from  taxation 
on  the  people;  and  would,  besides,  render  neees 
sary  the  imposition  of  additional  taxes  to  meet  it. 
It  would  bo  like  an  inditidoal's  taking  tip  money 


at  18  per  cent,  (which  he  estimated  as  the  cost  of 
collection,  dkc.)  to  put  into  this  bank.  The  seven 
millions  of  money,  he  added,  would  contribute 
more  to  the  wealth  and  improvement  of  the  coon* 
try — would  produce  in  the  end  a  better  interest 
to  the  United  States,  by  sofferiag  it  to  remain  iu 
the  hands  of  the  people — than  it  could  possibly 
do  by  being  invested  in  tbe  stock  of  this  bank. 
But  It  had  been  intimated  tbat  a  stock  might  be 
created,  bearing  5  or  6  per'cent.  interest,  for  the 

garpose  of  paying  tbe  proportion  of  the  United 
tales'  subscription  to  the  rank,  the  bank  interest 
on  which  would  redeem  it  in  time.  Though  thu 
idea  was  plausible,  Mr.  C.  argued  it  was  not  solid. 
The  United  States  must  ultimatelr  nr  the  stocl^ 
and  as  to  the  income  or  profit  to  the  Qovernment 
from  the  bank,  it  would  be  much  more  simple  to 
compel  it  to  pay  such  a  sum  annually  to  the 
Treasury,  without  the  circuitous  process  of  tak- 
ing stock  in  it,  &c.  He  suggested  other  modes  by 
which  tbe  bank  could  be  made  to  contribute  to 
the  general  wealth,  without  tbe  Government 
becoming  a  stockholder,  &e. 

Mr.  Calhoon  opposed  the  motion,  so  decidedly, 
tbat  he  said  he  should  consider  the  success  of  it 
as  tantamount  to  a  decision  to  strike  out  tbe  first 
section  of  the  bill.  He  showed  by  his  statement 
of  the  operation  of  vesting  tbis  stock  in  tbe  Innk 
(which  hy  the  bill  is  to  be  done  in  certain  annual 
proportions)  that  there  would  be  a  clear  gain  to 
tbe  Qovemment  of  at  least  2  per  cent,  per  annum 
—being  the  difference  between  the  interest  the 
Government  pays  on  the  stock  and  the  interest  it 
would  receive  on  its  bank  shares. 
Mr.  Ramdolph supported  the  motion,and  availed 
himself  of  the  occasion  of  bis  rising  to  enter  largely 
into  the  subject,  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length. 
His  general  views  follow:  He  said  he  should 
vote  Tor  this  motion,  because  one  of  his  chief  oh- 
jections — one  of  them,  he  repeated— was  the  con- 
cern which  it  was  proposed  to  give  to  tbe  United 
Sutes  in  this  bank.  He  referred  to  tbe  sale  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  some  years  ago,  of  the 
shares  beloDgiog  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  stated  the  reasons  of  his  approving  that  step; 
but,  he  added,  that  it  was  a  strong  argument 
against  the  feature  of  the  bank  bill,  now  under 
discussion,  that,  whenever  there  should  be  in  this 
county  a  neeessitoua  and  profligate  administm- 
tion  of  the  Government,  that  bank  stock  would 
be  laid  hold  of  by  tbe  first  Squander/ield  at  the 
head  of  the  Trea8or|r,  as  tbe  means  of  filling  Its 
empty  coffers.  But,  if  there  was  no  objection  to 
this  feature  stronger  than  tbat  it  would  afford 
provision  for  the  first  rainy  day,  it  might  not  be 
considered  so  rery  importauL  He  argued,  how- 
ever, tbat  it  was  eternally  true,  that  nothing  but 
tbe  precious  metals,  or  paper  bottomed  on  them, 
could  answer  as  the  currency  of  anv  nation  or  any 
age,  notwithstanding  the  fanciful  theories  that 
great  payments  could  only  be  made  by  credits 
and  paper.  How,  he  asked,  on  tbis  point,  were 
the  mighty  armies  of  the  ancient  world  paid  off? 
Certainly  not  in  paper  or  bank  credits.  He 
expressed  his  fears  lest  gentlemen  had  got  some 
of  their  ideaa  on  these  aanjeets  from  the  wretched 
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pamphlets  uoder  which  the  British  and  Amert- 
eao  press  hid  groaned  od  the  subject  of  a  eireu- 
lating  medium.  He  said  he  baa  himself  ooce 
^turned  projector,  and  sketched  the  plan  of  a  bank, 
of  which  It  was  a  featare  that  the  Gorerament 
should  have  a  eooeern  it  j  but  ha  became  con- 
Tinced  of  the  falUcf  of  bia  Ttews ;  he  fooad  his 
project  would  not  answer.  His  o^ection  to  the 
agencjr  of  the  GoTeromeot  in  a  l«nk  was  there- 
fore, he  said,  of  no  reeent  date,  but  one  long  since 
formed*  The  objection  was  vital ;  that  it  would 
be  an  engine  of  irresistible  power  to  the  hands 
of  any  AdmiDistratioo ;  thai  it  would  be  in  poli- 
tics and  finance  what  the  celebrated  proposition 
of  Archimedes  was  in  physics — a  place,  the  ful- 
crum from  which,  at  the  will  of  the  ExeouttTe, 
the  whole  nation  could  be  hurled  to  destruction, 
or  managed  in  any  way,  at  his  will  and  discre 
tion. 

.  This  bill,iQ  the  view  of  Mr.  R^  presented  two 
distinct  questions:  the  ooe  frigidly  and  rigorously 
a  mere  matter  of  calculation  ;  the  other,  involv- 
ing some  very  importaat  political  considerations. 
In  regard  to  the  present  depreciation  of  paper,  he 
did  not  appear  to  agree  with  those  who  thought 
the  establiahment  oi  the  National  Bank  would 
not  aid  in  the  reformation  of  it.  If  he  were  to 
go  into  the  causes  which  produced  the  present  state 
of  things,  he  sai^  he  should  never  end.  As  to 
the  share  the  banks  themselves  had  in  producing 
it,  he  regarded  the  dividends  they  bad  made, 
since  its  commencement,  as  conclusive  proof. 
The  present  lime,  Mr.  R.  went  on  to  remark, 
was  in  his  view  one  of  the  most  disastrous  be 
had  ever  witnessed  in  the  Republic,  and  this  bill 

KDved  iL  The  proposal  to  establish  ibis  great 
nk  he  described  as  a  crutch,  and,  as  far  as  he 
understood  it,  it  was  a  broken  one:  it  would 
tend,  instead  of  remedying  the  evil  to  aggravate 
it.  The  evil  of  the  times,  he  said,  was  a  spirit 
engendered  in  this  Republic,  fatal  to  Republican 

firiDciplea,  fatal  to  Republican  virtue ;  a  spirit  lo 
ive  by  any  means  but  those  of  honest  industryj 
a  spirit  of  profusion— in  other  words,  the  spirit 
of  Catiline  nimseif,aJ!tmt  aviduif  nd  profiuw— 
a  spirit  of  expaliency,  not  only  in  public  but  pri- 
vate life;  the  system  of  Diddler  in  the  farce, 
^  living  any  way  and  well— wearing  an  expensive 
coat,  and  drinking  the  finest  wines,  at  anybody's 
upense.  This  bank,  he  imagined  (he  was  far 
fiom  ascribing  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  any  such  views)  was  to  a  certain  ex- 
ten^  a  modification  of  the  same  system.  Con- 
nected, as  it  was  to  be,  with  the  Qorernment. 
whenever  it  went  into  operation,  a  scene  wooU 
be  exhibited  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  contemplaUoo  of  which  he  shud- 
dered. If  we  mean  to  transmit  our  insiitutioos 
unimpaired  to  poslecity,  if  some  now  living  wish 
to  continue  to  live  under  the  same  institutions 
by  which  thejr  are  now  ruled— and,  with  sU  its 
evils,  real  or  imaginary,  he  piesnmed  no  man 
would  question  that  we  live  under  the  easiest 
Qevernment  on  the  globe — we  must  put  bounds 
to  the  spirit  which  seeks  wealth  by  every  path 
but  the  plain  and  regular  path  of  honest  industry 
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and  honest  fame.   This  was  one  of  the  gnudi 

on  which  he  was  hostile  to  this  btll 

Alluding  10  Mr.  WsasTEa's  observation  respect* 
ing  the  laws  fixing  the  currency  of  the  Uuited 
States,  he  said,  it  was  very  true  they  were  eleai 
and  peremptory  in  their  provisions.  If  the  exist- 
ing laws  did  not  compel  men  to  pay  thar  debti, 
the  eaublishment  (tf  a  buk  would  not.  Let  si 
not  disguise  the  bet,  said  he,  puraniag  hit  re- 
marks on  what  he  described  as  the  evil  of  iht 
times ;  we  think  we  are  living  in  the  bettn  timm 
of  the  Republic,  we  deceive  ourselves ;  wt  an 
almost  ia  the  days  of  Sylk  and  Marius ;  yet,w« 
have  almost  got  down  to  the  time  of  Joggriha. 
It  was  nnplMsaai,  he  said,  to  put  one's  self  ii 
arra^  against  a  great  leading  Interest  in  a  eoa- 
munity,  bs  they  a  knot  of  land  speeolators,  papet 
jobbers,  or  what  not ;  but,  he  said,  every  mn  yoo 
meet  in  this  Hoose  or  out  of  it,  with  some  rare 
exceptions,  which  only  served  to  prove  the  rale, 
was  either  a  stockholder,  president,  cashier,  clerk, 
or  doorkeeper,  rnnner,  engraver,  paper-maker,  or 
mechanic  in  some  other  wav  to  a  bank.  The 

Sentteman  from  Pennsylvania,  he  aaid^  might 
tsmiss  bis  fears  for  the  State  banks,  mth  their 
one  hundred  and  seventy  miltiOBs  m  paper  « 
eighty-two  millions  of  capiul.  However  greet 
the  evil  of  their  conduct  might  be,  he  asked,  is 
the  course  of  his  Ulustrationsj  who  was  to  Ml  the 
cat— who  was  to  tyke  the  bull  by  the  horait 
Ton  might  as  well  atuck  Gibraltar  with  a  pocket 
pistol  as  to  attempt  to  punish  them.  There  were 
very  few,  he  said,  who  dared  to  speak  truth  to  this 
mammoth;  the  banks  were  so  linked  tt^ibei 
with  the  business  of  the  world,  that  there  were 
very  few  men  exempt  from  their  iaflueoee.  The 
true  secret  is,  said  he,  the  banks  are  creditore  ai 
well  as  debtors;  and  if  we  were  merely  de^on 
to  them  for  the  paper  in  our  pockets,  tbejr  woaU 
soon,  like  Morns  and  Nicholson,  go  lo  jail  (fi|- 
uratively  speaking)  for  having  issued  more  piMC 
than  they  were  able  to  pay  when  presented  to 
them.  A  man  had  their  note,  he  said,  for  fifty 
dollars  perhaps  in  his  pocket,  for  which  he  wasu 
fifty  Spanish  milled  dollars;  but  they  have  iiis 
note  for  five  thousand  in  their  possession,  and 
laugh  at  his  demand.  We  are  tied  hand  wi 
foot,  Mr.  R.  said,  and  bound  to  conciliete  tUt 

Seat  mammoth,  which  is  set  up  to  worship  is 
is  Christian  l^nd— we  are  bound  to  propitiaie 
it,  dbc.  Thus,  he  said,  whilst  our  Ooveraneat 
denounces  hierarchy,  will  permit  no  prirUsfsd 
order  for  conducting  the  service  of  the  only  trae 
Ood,  whilst  it  denouoces  nobility,  Ac,  has  a  pri* 
vil^ed  order  of  new  men  grown  up,  the  prosun 
of  ^ose  foot  he  at  this  moment  felt  oa  huBMk. 
If  anything  could  reconcile  him  to  this  menstions 
alliance  between  the  bank  and  the  OoTsmmen^ 
he  could,  if  the  object  could  be  aiiaiaed  of  e«a- 
pelling  these  banks  to  fulfil  ihoir  engagcBiea^ 
almost  find  in  his  heart  to  go  with  the  gentlcAU 
in  voting  for  it. 

Mr.  R.  proceeded  to  a  minate  ezaminsiiM  of 
the  state  of  the  paper  currency,  and  its  Tsrions 
phases,  recently  and  in  earlier  times.  The  stuff 
uttered  on  all  iumds,  and  afasoUtiely  fst  by  lotf 
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hf  the  haberdttbers'  bofs  behind  the  eocroters  in 
the  shops,  that  the  paper  now  in  eirculation  would 
bx»y  anything  yoa  want  as  well  as  gold  and  sitrer, 
was  answered,  be  said,  by  saying,  that  you  want 
to  buy  siWer  with  it.  He  examined,  in  detail, 
the  present  mode  of  banking,  which,  he  said,  goes 
to  demoralize  soeietr ;  it  ms  aa  mneh  swinifliDg 
loiaBiie  notes  with  intent  not  to  pay,  as  it  was 
bnrclary  to  break  open  a  hoose.  If  their  were 
Bnanle  to  pay,  the  banks  were  bankmpts;  if  able 
to  pay,  and  would  not,  they  were  fraudnlent  bank- 
tapts,  Ae.  Bnt,  be  said,  a  man  mfght  as  well  go 
to  Gonstaotioople  to  preach  CbristiaDity,  as  to 
gel  up  here  and  preach  against  banks.  He  des- 
paired, he  said, almost,  of  retnedyiogthe  eril  they 
cause,  when  he  saw  so  many  men  of  respectabil- 
ity directors,  stockholders,  debtors  of  the  banks. 
To  pass  this  bill,  he  said,  would  be  like  getting 
rid  of  the  rats  by  setting  fire  to  the  house ;  whe- 
ther any  other  remedy  conld  bederised,  he  did  not 
now  utraertake  to  pronouoce.  The  banks,  be  said, 
had  lost  all  shame,  and  exemplifted  a  beautiful 
and  very  jast  obserTation  of  one  of  the  finest 
'  writers,  that  men  banded  tcwether  in  a  cnmmon 
eanse,  will  eoUeetinlr  do  that  at  which  eveij 
indiTldnal  of  the  eomnnation  wonld  spam.  Tbia 
absemtion  had  been  applied  to  the  enormities 
eemmtlted  and  connired  at  by  the  British  East 
India  Company,  and  wonld  equally  apply  to  the 
modem  system  of  banking }  but  stttt  more  to  the 
spirit  of  party,  Ac.,  on  which  Mr.  R.  digressed  at 
some  length. 

He  then  resumed  the  consideratioD  of  the  ht»- 
tery  of  bank  paper  in  this  country,  and  slated  the 
fbct  that,  not  many  years  ago.  the  New  England 
paper  had  been  at  almost  as  great  a  discount  here, 
u  the  paper  of  this  part  of  the  country  now  was 
there;  aud  that  even  in  New  England  the  notes 
of  some  of  the  banks  were  not  current  within  their 
own  States,  except  at  a  diseonnt.  As  to  estab- 
Mshing  this  bank  to  nrerent  a  Tarfaiton  in  the 
rate  01  exchange  of  banx  paper,  he  said,  yon  might 
as  well  expect  to  prevent  a  Tariation  of  the  wind  i 
yon  nigb^  said  he,  as  well  pass  an  act  of  Con- 
gress (for  wbieh,  if  it  wonld  be  of  any  effect,  be 
should  certainly  vote)  to  prevent  the  northwest 
wind  fVom  blowinc  in  our  teeth  as  we  go  from 
the  House  to  our  wd^ings.  After  a  minute  dts- 
eossion  of  the  causes  and  rates  of  the  difiiereoee 
ftf  exehange  in  the  paper  of  various  banks,  Mr. 

eoaeloded  his  remarks  by  pledging  himself  to 
tgree  to  any  adequate  meant  to  care  the  great 
sviL  that  were  consistent  with  the  administration 
of  the  Government,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  een- 
dnee  to  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  the  re- 
fiirmation  of  the  poUie  morals. 

Mr.  Winn  ddendfd  the  Massacbnselts  bsmking 
itHitniions  from  impntations,  whieh  he  thought 
apart  of  Mr.  R.'s  remarks  on  the  currency  cal- 
enlated  to  east  on  their  correct  management. 

Mr.  SliiTa,  of  Maryland,  then  rose,  and  ad< 
Aressed  the  Hpnse  at  considerable  length  in  oppo- 
■ition  to  the  motion  before  the  House,  and  in  re* 
yly  to  Mr.  Cinv,  Mr.  RAitnOLPB,  and  other  ^n- 
demeo.  Ha  explaiBed,  by  ample  iltBsimtiens, 
fto^fcrance  Whieh  a  note  of  ihiIfotfMfttBK»k 
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wonld  bare  over  tbe  notes  of  other  banks,  and 
even  over  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  would  ^ard  itself  from  a  run 
fbr  specie,  &c.,  by  a  combination  of  individoals 
or  other  ranks.  In  r^ard  to  the  direction  and 
management  of  fiscal  affairs,  he  »id,  the  late  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  (meaning  Mr.  Qallaiin.) 
who  went  into  that  Department  wiUi  as  many 
prejudices  aa  any  man  could  well  eniertwn, 
thought  all  was  wrong  there,  and  he  was  the  very 
person  to  set  all  right.  He  bad  examined  the 
subject  day  and  night,  and,  after  all  his  exaroina- 
tioD,  he  had  not  found  a  single  iota  of  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton's system  which  it  was  necessary  to  alter) 
Ac.  By  this  anecdote.  Mr.  S.  illustrated  tbe  ad- 
vaniase  of  practice  over  theory.  He  made  many 
remaras,  to  show  the  operation  which  made 
Treasury  notes  generally  more  valuable  than  tbe 
notes  of  any  bank  not  payiog  specie,  and  less  val- 
uable than  tbe  notes  of  apy  bank  which  does  pajr 
specie :  and,  he  said,  if  this  were  not  to  be  a  specie 
bank,  he  should  not  have  been  found  in  favor  of 
it.  The  depreciation  of  paper,  be  said,  was  not 
wholly  owing  to  the  suspension  of  specie  nay- 
meots,  as  be  proved  by  a  reference  to  the  di«r- 
enee  t>{  exchange  between  Baltimore  and  New 
Tork,  in  both  oTwhich  places  specie  was  not  paid 
by  tbe  banks,  aud  yet  the  exebaago  was  pw 
cent,  against  Balumors,  This  mas  owing  to 
tb«  bawnee  of  t»de  being  thrown  a^nst  tbem 
dnrtng  tbe  war,  tbe  Chesapeake  havwg  bean  al- 
most wholly  shut  up.  whilst  Baltimore  vessels 
pot  into  the  port  of  New  York,  with  their  car- 
goes and  prizes,  &e.  He  did  not  wish  the  Gov- 
ernment to  pay  any  money  into  this  bank,  but 
stock  to  be  crested,  &e.,  respecting  which  he  did 
itot  know ;  but  he  should  move  an  amendment, 
and  also  to  expedite  the  payment  of  the  specie 

Eortieo  of  the  subscription  by  individuals  to  the 
ittk|  for,  withont  three-fonrtbs  of  the  propowd 
amount  of  specie  in  its  vaults^  the  bank  wooM 
not  dare  to  inne  a  note. 

Mr.  Caot  again  sptAe  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tioD,  and  in  reply  to  the  objeetions  agaiut  h. 
When  he  e<Hielnd«d  the  Committee  rose. 
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Mr.  TnLVAin  preaented  a  petition  of  James  K. 
Hottstonn,  brother  and  guardian  of  Mossman 
Rovalouo,  late  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  who,  while  in  that  en- 
paelty,  became  deranged  in  his  mind,  praying 
that  some  measure  msy  be  adopted  for  the  support 
of  hia  said  brother.— Referred  to  tbe  Committee 
on  Miliury  A&irs. 

Mr.  Taugbt  made  a  report  on  the  petiiiona 
of  Thomas  IDirrar.  William  Touag,  nad  Wil- 
liam Moseler ;  which  was  read  j  wbao  Mr.  T. 
nported  a  bill  for  tb«  relief  of  Thomas  Farrar, 
William  Toang,  and  William  Moseley ;  whieh 
was  read  twloe  and  eoamitted  to  a  Ceramiitee 
of  the  Whole. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Surra,  of  Maryland,  the  8ee- 
ittary  of  War  was  dfreoiod  to  lay  before  this 
BoiiN  aa  tsiliiMMt  of  the  d— egas  aaMtiaed  by 
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cbe  TMwb  sunk  in  the  eetmnce  of  the  port  of 
Btllimon,  by  orderof  theCommiindiiiff  Qeoeral, 
to  preveDt  theeoemyfroni  passio^  FortMcHenry. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  lae  act  esiablishiog  the 
Fosi  Office  fisublishment,  passfd  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  WhiJe,  ana  was  repotted  to  the 
Honae. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
On  motion  tff  Mr.  Goldbbobouob— 
JlnoAfe^  That  die  CiHnmittee  on  tte  Diitriet  of 
Colnmlnft  be  iutnieted  to  Inqaiie  by  what  autbori^ 
and  far  what  object  the  digging  of  the  ground  on  Cap- 
ital •qoare  hai  been  OHumeneed,  and  into  tbe  propri* 
ety  of  putting  a  atop  to  it. 

[Mr.  G.  had  reference  in  his  resolution  to  some 
operations  commenced  on  the  public  square  for 
making  bricks.] 

After  some  remarks  to  show  the  great  evils 
resulting  to  the  eommuaity  from  the  influx  of 
unauthorized  notes  purporting  to  be  issued  by 
banks  which  no  one  knew,  and  which  in  some 
cases  were  palpable  frauds,  unsupported  by  any 
ability  to  pay  them,  Mr.  G.  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to : 

Bmkedt  VhtX  the  committee  app«^ted  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  seTeial  banks  in  tlie  District  of 
CdmnUa  be  instructed  to  inqoiie  into  the  expedient 
of  prt^bitfaift  within  the  said  District  the  dreoiation 
of  notes  iisned  by  any  prirate  baiAing  aasoriation, 
whether  exiittng  within  the  District  or  ebewbere,  and 
of  raitraining  Uie  formation  <tf  anch  private  bankiiig 
aasoriatiwM  in  fatere. 

TRAFFIC  IN  SLAVES. 
Mr.  RAHnoLPB  then  rose  and  said  that  it  was 
faia  purpose  to  more  for  instructions  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  said  District  upon  a  subject  of  in- 
finitely more  importance  in  every  point  of  view 
than  those  to  which  Mr.  QoLOSBOBODaa  had 
advened.  He  expressed  a  wish  that  some  other 
gentleman  had  undertaken  the  business;  but  as 
no  one  had  thought  proper  to  awaken  the  Hoose 
to  a  sense  of  their  concern  in  it,  or  to  point  the 
finger  of  scorn  at  it,  be  would  take  upon  him  the 
office  to  do  it,  and  to  call  upon  the  House  to  put 
a  step  to  proceedings  at  that  moment  carria]  on 
imder  their  very  noses  i  proeeedioga  that  were  a 
«riaff  sin  before  God  and  man;  a  practice 
which,  he  said,  was  not  aarpaaaed  for  abomioa- 
UOB  in  any  part  of  the  earth;  for  in  no  part  of 
it|  not  eren  excepting  the  rivers  on  ikt  cant 
Africa,  was  there  ao  great  and  so  infamoiH  a 
slave  market  as  in  the  metropolis,  In  the  Tcry 
Seat  of  Goreroment  of  this  nation,  which  prided 
itself  on  freedom.  Before  he  nroeecded  further, 
he  fenced  himself  io  against  all  suspicion  of  un- 
duly interfering  in  tbe  very  delicate  subject  of 
the  relation  between  the  slave  and  his  owner, 
and  to  that  end  be  reminded  the  House  that 
where  a  biU  was  brought  in  some  years  before  to 

Ereveot  the  prosecution  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
6  had  voted  against  it.  because  it  professed  a 
{wiociple  against  which  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
man  of  the  southern  or  slareholding  States  to  set 
Ua  faee;  for  it  assumed  a  prerogative  to  interfere 
m  the  right  of  property  between  the  muter  nod 
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his  slave.  On  account  of  that  opoosition  he  had 
been  calumnioualy  and  falsely  held  up^  as  one  of 
the  advocates  of  the  most  nefarious,  the  most 
disgraceful,  and  most  infernal  traffic  that  has 
ever  stained  the  annals  of  the  human  race.  Upon 
another  oceasion,  too,  when  a  member  of  that 
House  had  taken  upon  him  the  lien  between 
slave  and  master,  he  bad  raised  his  voice  agaiast 
him.  He  had  never  directly  or  indirectly  acqui- 
esced in  the  weak  and  wailing  plans  of  those 
who,  bjr  way  of  relieving  the  unfortunate  Afri* 
can,  would  throw  the  States  into  danger;  be 
would  never  weaken  the  form  of  the  coatiaet 
between  the  owner  and  his  alavt  and  lie  matd 
never  deny  that  tbe  citizens  ttf  other  States  con- 
ing into  the  slaveholding  States  might  exercise 
the  right  of  ownership  over  the  slares  they  might 
purchase;  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  that  exer- 
cise that  this  city  should  be  made  a  depot  of 
slaves,  who  were  bought  either  from  cruel  mas- 
ters or  kidnapped ;  and  of  those  who  were  kid- 
napped, be  said  there  were  two  kinds — slaves 
stolen  from  their  masters,  and  free  persons  sit^n, 
as  he  might  say,  from  themselves.  It  was  net 
necessary  that  we  should  have,  here  in  the  very 
streets  of  our  new  metropolis,  a  depot  for  ihu 
nefarious  traffic — in  com[mrisoo  with  which  tbe 
traffic  from  Africa  to  Charleston  or  Jamaica  was 
mercy,  was  virtue.  Indeed  there  could  be  no 
comparison  raUonally  instituted  between  taking 
those  aaragea  from  their  native  wilds  and  tearing 
the  civilized  informed  negro,  habituated  to  culti- 
vated life,  from  his  master,  his  £riends^  hU  wife, 
his  children,  or  his  parents.  As  to  the  tight  of 
passing  through  tbe  place,  as  ordinary  oecasiohs 
might  require,  it  was  unquestionable;  but  there 
was  a  great  difference  between  that  and  makiof 
the  District  a  depot  for  a  systematic  slave  ml^ 
ket— an  assemblage  of  prisons  where  the  unfor^ 
tunate  beings,  reluctant,  no  doubt,  to  be  torn 
from  their  connexions,  and  tbe  aSectioua  of  tbnr 
lives,  were  incarcerated  and  chained  down,  aul 
thence  driven  in  fetters  like  beasts,  to  be  paid  for 
like  cattle.  Mr.  R.  therefore  moved  that  the 
Committee  of  the  District  of  Columbia  shonld 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  inhunan  and 
illegal  traffic  in  slaves  carried  on  ia  the  District 
and  to  devise  some  speedy  means  to  pnt  a  slop 

to  it. 

Mr.  TncKBB  (chaimuut  of  that  eommitlee) 
suggested  thai  it  would  be  better  to  have  it  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  some  time  si  ace  appoiaied 
to  form  a  system  of  laws  for  the  Diatriet. 

Mr.  Randolph  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  seemed  disposed  to  decline 
the  task,  and  offered  himself  to  take  bis  share  in 
the  enterprise.  The  object  of  the  lesolution,  be 
said,  was  a  more  coercive  police,  fie  knew  that 
the  demands  for  cotton,  tobacco,  and  latterlv  of 
sugar,  created  a  demand  for  slaves,  and  we  hsd 
a  description  of  people  here  like  those  descrrbol 
by  Muogo  Park,  (only  that  they  are  not  sa  bo- 
mane  or  so  honest,)  white  traders,  who  mate  this 
their  depot,  and  sell  human  beings ;  and  lo  J^^^T 
this  charge,  and  show  the  audacious  riihiittr  ^ 
their  proceeding^  he  dwelt  upoa  thM  worn  <■ 
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•D  •drertieement  of  a  nte  of  D^roes— No  ob- 
jtetion  to  TiuniBS  btdding."  The  inereMe  in 
the  priee  was  the  temptation  for  which  their 
base,  hard-hearted  masters  sold  out  of  their  fami- 
lies the  negroes  who  had  been  raised  among 
them.  That  Terj  daj  be  had  heard  a  horrible 
&et  ftom  a  respeetable  gentleman  as  he  came  to 
the  Housc^  which  he  would  relata.  A  poor  ne> 
gn,  b^  hard  work  and  saring  of  his  allowanees. 
lad  laid  bjr  money  enough  to  bur  the  freedom  of 
his  wife  and  child,  and  had  paid  it  from  time  to 
time  into  the  hands  of  his  master,  but  the  poor 
fellow  died.  The  transaetioa  was  an  aflbir  of 
honor  with  the  iiiaster,and  the  dar  after  the  poor 
fellow's  death,  the  woman  and  child  were  sold. 
One  fact  like  this  spoke  volames.  He  repeated, 
that  if  the  honoraUe  ebairman  of  the  Committee 
of  the  District  of  ColDmbia  refused  to  uke  upon 
him  the  inquiry  into  this  rank  offence,  he  (Mr. 
R.)  would  himself  he  among  these  people.  He 
declared  that  he  was  lately  mortified  at  being 
told  by  a  foreigner  of  high  rank.  "  You  call  this 
the  land  of  liberty,  and  erery  day  that  passes 
things  are  done  in  it  at  which  the  despotisms  of 
Bnrope  wotdd  be  horrorstroek  and  disgusted." 

Mr.  Wbiobt  said  the  laws  were  sufficient  to 
take  cognizance  of  this  business,  and  said  that 
there  was  worse  slavery  practised  in  Europe, 
[Allnding  to  pressing  in  the  nary  of  EoglandJ 

Mr.  QoLosBOBODOH  expressed  his  satisfaction 
at  this  affair  being  brought  before  the  House. 
He  had  himself  more  than  once  met  more  than  a 
dozen  of  tboiie  unhappy  wretches  marching  in 
droves  through  the  street.  He  met  them  even 
in  the  aveaue,  and  it  was  a  notorious  fact  that 
thia  wu  the  channel  of  transmission  for  them. 
Speaking  of  laws  waa  nseleas.  When  the  evils 
were  seen  to  exist,  and  were  not  prevented,  it 
waa  a  proof  that  the  lavs  were  oi  no  raloe,  or 
were  not  executed. 

Mr.  HoPKinaoii  had  no  idea  of  Ckmgreu  taking 
ioch  can  about  raaticfs  of  inferior  consideration, 
while  such  flagilioua,and,  to  the  nation,  disgrace- 
ful deeds  of  guilt  were  suffered  to  be  perpetrated 
under  iu  very  eye  and  with  its  knowledge.  He 
suggested  that  as  Mr.  Rabdoi^h  had,  to  his  own 

Kat  honor,  offered  hie  eoMjpetation,  it  would  be 
t  to  appoint  a  select  committee  for  the  pur- 
pose,  and  moved  for  one  aeeordingly. 

Mr,  TocEBB  deehired  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  R.)  had  misunderstood  him,  and 
that  he  was  no  less  willing  tbaa  himself  to  co- 
operate in  the  measure,  and  concurred  in  Mr. 
HoPKiifsoit'e  opinion,  that  a  select  committee 
would  be  best. 

The  resolution  passed  is  as  follows : 

Rooked,  That  a  omnmittee  be  appointed  to  tnq aire 
into  the  existence  of  an  inhuman  and  illmal  traffic 
in  slaves  carried  on  in  and  throogh  the  District  of 
Ctdombia,  and  to  report  whether  any,  and  whsl, 
meaaures  are  necessary  for  putting  a  st^to  thasame. 

Messrs.  Rahdolpb.  HoPKMSOw,  €h>LDUBo- 
noona,  Matuht,  and  Ku%  wen  tppmntsd  the 
mid  uoimimt. 
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NATIONAL  BANK. 
The  Hotue  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  National  Bank  bill. 
The  motion  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  first  sec- 
tion as  allows  Government  to  subscribe  for  sev- 
enty thousand  shares  of  the  stock,  being  still 
under  eoniideration— 

Mr.  Wriobt  opposed  tha  amendment  at  aome 
length.  He  waa  sorir  to  ete  a  plan  which  prom- 
ised sueh  great  beneut  to  the  country  in  the  prea- 
ent  deranged  state  of  its  cnrrency,  endanger*! 
by  the  present  motion.  If  the  motion  prevkiled, 
he  should  be  compelled,  he  said,  to  vole  a^inst 
the  bill,  much  as  he  was  in  favor  of  establisbiog 
a  bank.  He  wished  to  see  the  bank  possessed  in 
part  by  the  Government  and  partly  by  the  citi- 
zens, biecanse  the  stock  of  it  would  he  extremely 
profitable.  The  Qovernment  ought  to  hare  an 
interest  in  the  bank,  as  they  would  thereby  ba 
informed  of  all  the  plans  which  might  be  at  any 
time  entertained  by  the  directors  of  so  powerful 
ao  institution.  He  was  not  afraid,  however,  to 
trust  our  eitizeos;  nor  ought  they  to  be  saspielous 
of  the  Government}  and  the  participation  of  tha 
Oovernment  eould  not,  he  conceived,  be  prodne- 
tive  of  imnry  or  misehief.  Mr.  W.  adverted  t» 
the  assertion  that  such  an  Inatltutidn  would  real- 
ize the  imagined  lerer  of  Archimedea,  with  wfaieh 
the  world  might  be  moved.  He  widied  it  did 
possess  that  mightypower,and  itcould  be  brought 
to  bear  on  the  rotten  and  corrupt  Governments 
of  Europe.  We  have,  he  said,  given  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  world  examples  of  liiwrty,  of  valor  on 
the  sea  and  on  the  lind.  and  he  should  be  glad  if, 
by  any  power,  we  could  crush  the  despotisma 
which  oppress  it,  &c.  He  said  he  vras  surprised 
at  the  objections  made  by  gentlemen  from  the 
East  to  establish  this  bank  on  so  large  a  propor- 
tion of  the  public  stock,  as  the  effect  would  oa  to 
raise  that  stock  immediately  to  par,  &c. 

Mr.  Jbwbtt,  in  reply,  eaid,  the  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  ha4  exorcised  the  House  in 
the  outset,  and  had  threatened  it  with  voting 
against  the  bill  if  it  did  not  snit  him.  Ha  would 
not  follow  the  example  of  that  gentleman.  Ht 
wonld  not  go  to  Europe  to  pat  down  Govern- 
ments, to  light  flames,  and  pat  out  fires;  but  he 
would  slate  a  few  matters  of  fact.  This  question 
affected  the  interest  of  every  State  and  town  in 
the  conntry.  It  was  of  great  magnitude;  it 
would  either  restore  the  credit  of  our  currency, 
or  make  it  worse  than  it  is  already;  and  to  iUns> 
trate  his  opinion  on  this  important  subject,  he 
would  state  a  case  in  point.  Some  ten  or  fifteen 
years  ago,  be  said,  there  was  a  certain  State  (Ver- 
mont) which  had  no  bank;  but  there  were  banks 
in  adjoining  States  which  afforded  much  profit; 
and  the  people  of  the  State  thought  they  might 
as  welt  grow  rich  by  banking  as  their  oelghbora. 
They  supposed,  if  the  limited  meaoa  and  num- 
bers of  private  banks  could  make  money,  that 
the  extended  neans  of  a  State  would  make  nn 
institution  atill  more  profitable:  that  it  would 
drive  out  the  paper  of  other  banks,  facilitate  tha 
opentiotta  <rf  the  Biaie^  dbo.,  aa  had  been  anned 
in  ftrof  of  tha  bank  now  propoaad.  A  Btelo 
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bank  was  aeeoellifly  csMbllrfied  on  a  small  spe- 
CM  capital,  and  paper  to  a  large  amoaat  issued, 
ithieh  they  thotq^bt  wenld  never  be  letnrned  for 
pa]nBeBt.  What  was  the  eonsequenee?  The 

Eper  of  other  banks,  it  waa  true,  disappeared } 
t  it  was  bceau8«  of  the  soapicion  which  at* 
tached  to  the  Stale  paper.  The  machine,  if  it 
might  be  called  so,  went  on  badly ;  it  was  attrib- 
uted to  bad  maaagement  of  its  concerns  {  and 
alienpts  were  made  to  remedy  the  defeets,  but 
in  vain.  The  paper  depreciated  from  six  to  ten, 
and  from  ten  to  fifteen  per  eeni.;  and  finally,  by 
the  juggle,  the  people  of  the  State  lost,  how 
much  he  was  not  certain,  bat  a  great  amonot  he 
kaew.  So  it  would  be,  he  mm,  with  the  plaa 
now  contemplated,  if  not  aineoded ;  and  if  the 
objeetiona  to  it  weie  not  obviated,  he  ahonld  be 
•ompelled  to  vote  against  the  IhII,  althoagh  he 
was  itrongly  in  favor  of  a  bank  on  proper  piioei* 
plea.  IT  pMied  in  its  praaent  ihap^  it  wontd  en- 
tail evils  on  tt^e  eonntry,  vhieh  money  eonld  not 
eompensate.  »e. 

lu*.  RoH  advocated  the  motion  to  amend  the 
bill.  He  did  not  believe,  as  bad  been  argued,  that 
a  participation  in  the  bank  would  strengthen  the 
arm  of  the  Government,  or  be  very  profitable. 
Uf  however,  the  arm  of  Qovernmeot  was  to  be 
strengthened  by  weakening  that  of  the  citizens, 
tad  Batting  with  a  privileged  ati&tocracy,  he  was 
decidecHy  opposed  to  it.  He  did  not  wish  the 
Qovernmeot  to  become  partners  in  such  a  privi- 
ileged  order.  If  the  reasons  for  retaining  the 
principle  io  the  bill  were  eorrcct,  he  thought  the 
proportion  aUowed  too  small.  If  Gk»verameat 
was  to  derive  this  great  profit  from  the  partiei- 

Clioa,  its  share  was  not  great  enough.  It  bad 
en  said  that  the  influeaee  of  one  bank  |[the  Man- 
hattan) eould  have  prevented  the  election  of  Mr. 
Jcffuraon  to  the  Presidency}  if  that  bank  bad 
been  under  Executive  control,  be  believed  its 
power  would  have  been  exericd.  This  was  a 
proof  of  the  danger  of  giving  Government  a  great 
inflaeoce  in  snch  institutions.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  plan  chiefly  from  his  objectioaa  to  joining 
a  moneyed  ariatooraey,  and  his  fears  that  it  might 
operate  injnrioaaly  to  the  liberties  of  the  eoua- 
Iry.  &c. 

Mr.  GoLOSBOBoeaB  made  a  few  remarks  oa 
the  motion.  If  the  provisioo  was  inserted  as  an 
■p(degy  for  the  appotnlmeat  of  the  five  directors 
)if  the  Oovemnmt,  then  he  was  opposed  to  it ; 
hot  if  it  would  be  as  profitable  w  was  predicted, 
and  weald  enable  us  to  dispense  with  some  of  the 
•nsting  intenal  taxes,  he  should  be  glad  to  vote 
fmr  it  A  good  bank,  Mr.  Q.  said,  would  be  very 
aetviceable ;  and  he  ahould  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion beearne  he  oould  not  see  that  any  harm 
would  arise  from  the  nation  participating  in  a 
paeaniary  establishment,  Ac. 

Tbe  qsestion  was  then  ukea  on  striking  out 
the  provision,  aad  decided  io  the  negative,  as  fol- 
krws :  For  the  amendment  38,  against  it  61. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  proceeded  with 
the  consideration  of  the  rest  of  the  bill.  After 
the  adoption  of  some  verfaal  ■mandmcnta— 

Mr.  WBiaar  moved  ta  attfaalitnte  Waahinftoa 
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city  for  PhihidelphiB,  as  the  place  to  which  to 
return  the  books,  dbc-  (to  place  the  bank  at  Wash* 
iagton.)  Mr.  W.  said,  having  a  strong  desire  that 
the  bill  sb^ald  pass,  and  knowing  some  to  feel  a 
delicacy  in  supporting  it,  from  CoBslitattooal 
seroples,  be  thought  it  better  to  fix  the  bank 
where  there  could  be  no  objectione  on  tbat  score, 
and  where  also  its  operations  would  be  facilitated. 
Washington  is  the  seat  of  Government  of  the 
oatioQ,  and  here,  be  said,  it  would  be  under  the 
eye  of  the  Government,  where  there  wenld  be 
less  danger  from  so  great  a  jnooeyed  aristoetiey, 
and  the  national  interest  would  be  better  guarded 
than  at  any  other  place.  Mr.  W.  said  it  was  aot 
his  purpose  to  anticipate  ot^eciione  to  his  aw> 
tioa ;  but  the  principai  one  he  knew  to  be,  that  a 
sufficient  number  of  persons  could  not  be  {ouad 
at  Washington  qualified  for  diteetMS.  The  feree 
of  this  objection  he  denied  in  the  extent  to  which 
it  was  urged.  In  (he  city  aad  Beighboriag  oona- 
try,  he  was  convinced  tbat  there  would  be  found 
abuDdant  talents  for  ouioagiw  the  concerns  of 
the  bank.  The  people  of  this  District,  moreover, 
deserved  highly  of  the  Qoveioment.  Tbey  had, 
io  time  of  need,  done  as  mneh  or  more,  in  pro- 
portion to  numbers,  to  aid  the  country,  tiun  any 
other  section  of  the  Union.  Mr.  W.  adverted  to 
the  source  whence  the  bill  originated,  and  tnsia- 
uated  tbat  much  of  the  ground  for  reeommeod- 
ing  Philadelphia  must  be  attributed  to  the  par- 
tiality of  those  who  bad  named  tbat  eity  in  the 
bill ;  and  eonclnded  by  saying  that  the  motive  for 
fixing  the  old  Bank  ol  the  United  States  at  Phil- 
adelphia was  the  same  that  ought  now  to  plsee 
the  present  balak  here,  to  wit,  that  It  is  the  seat  of 
Government. 

Mr.  RGBB8TB0H  said  he  coincided  with  the  gen- 
tleman In  some  of  bis  views.  He  could  see  bo 
strong  reason  for  preferring  Philadelpbia;  beeaote, 
if  the  object  was  to  select  a  city  on  account  of  its 
commerce,  Philadelpbia  was  not  the  most  com* 
mercial  place;  and  if  tbat  reason  oarried  the  baal: 
from  the  Seat  of  Governneni,  the  same  veasoa 
would  prevent  its  being  located  at  Pbiladel^ia* 
But  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  another  reason  for  disap- 
proving the  place  mentioned  in  the  lull-^t  «•* 
unwilling  to  impose  upm  Philadelphia  aaiaati- 
tuiion  80  obooxtoai  to  the  Representatives  ftni 
that  eiiv,  all  of  whMa  were  so  deeidcdly  boslilt 
to  the  bank.  However,  he  said,  he  sheaU  aei 
rale  tot  the  motioa,beeaoaa^asaplBee  of-»«tM 
eommeree,  he  proMrred  Philadefphia  to  wasb- 
ington. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Calboum,  who  tbeog fat 
the  motioa  had  beuer  be  offered  on  a  sabsefBMt 
stage  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Wbiobt  vididrew  hu 
amendment  for  the  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  jns 
amesded  by  inserting  a  olause  aftakia^  fornga 
coins  receivable  for  sabseriptioos  at  tbCK  fedl  e*' 
eertained  valne,  and  not  accordiiig  to  the  rsM 
fixed  by  the  former  act  of  Congress,  mhieb  «w 
admitted  to  be  incorrect,  particularly  in  the  vawe 
placed  on  Spanish  gold  coins. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Marylafid,  advertiog  ta  the  w- 
sinoation  which  had  been  thrown  oai|  loat 
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bank  wu  not  ioteoded  to  be,  aod  could  act  be,  a 
specie  baok;  and  repeating  that  he,  for  one,  had 
io  Tiev  a  baatc  of  no  other  kind — to  Insure  to  it 
that  character  therefore,  and  remove  the  doubts 
now  entertained  by  otbeis— he  mored  to  strike 
out  the  word  fiat  (the  amount  the  second  pajr- 
ment,  required  in  specie)  with  the  iDlention  of 
moring  to  substitute  a  larger  sum.  He  tbooght 
it  better  to  enable  the  bank  to  do,  as  soon  as 
[»raetieable,  a  liberal  business,  and  at  the  same 
time  lessen  the  chance  of  drawing  out,  by  anjr 
run  on  it,  the  specie  at  first  paid  in,  &c. 

Mr.  Calboon  had  not  much  objection  to  the 
notion ;  though  he  thought  the  bank  could  eer- 
tainly  do  safely  a  business  to  the  amount  of  the  first 
specie  payment;  and  if  a  greater  business  was 
offered  to  them,  they  would  have  it  in  their  power 
to  increase  their  specie  at  pleasure.  His  only  ob- 
jection to  enlarging  the  first  cash  instalment  was, 
that  it  might  hare  the  effect  to  draw  the  speeie 
out  of  the  existing  banks. 

Mr.  Smith's  motion  lo  strike  out  the  word  Jiw 
was  carried,  and  he  then  mored  to  fill  the  blank 
with  the  word.4^eett,  and  to  strike  out  altogether 
the  last  payment  of  ten  dollars  in  specie,  which 
was  to  have  been  made  at  cifhtcoi'montbs  from 
the  day  of  subseription }— which  was  abo  agreed 
to— ayes  56,  noes  44. 

Mr.  Root  said  the  section  under  their  eonsid- 
wation  was  the  essential  nrt  of  the  contemplated 
institution,  as  it  conlaioeo  its  constituent  or  vital 
parts ;  ana  proceeded  to  enumerate  the  various 
stocks  receivable  in  subscription,  the  rates  fixed 
for  them  by  the  bill;  the  price  paid  for  them  by 
the  lenders  to  the  Government,  and  the  profits  now 
about  to  be  given  lo  those  lenders,  by  raising  the 
stocks  to  par — thus  granting  a  bounty  to  those 
men.  The  same  reasons  did  not  exist,  he  said, 
for  such  a  measiue  at  present,  as  existed  at  the 
last  session.  Then,  the  credit  of  the  Oovernment 
was  weak  j  bow  it  was  strong.  He  would  not 
deny  that  iha  lenders  to  the  Govenuncni  might 
have  bean  actuated  by  patriotic  motives;  bnttnat 
was  no  reason  for  granting  to  thm  anything  mora 
than  was  bargained  for— and  he  proceeded  to 
show  that  by  allowing  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinkio|[  Fund  to  buv  up  this  stock,  instead  of 
pcnniuing  it  to  be  sulweribed  in  the  bank  at  the 
rates  prescribed  by  the  bill,  the  Government  would 
save  about  two  millions  in  its  redemption,  Ac. 
For  these  and  other  reasons  adduced,  be  moved 
to  ameod  the  bill  by  fixing  the  rate  at  which  the 
six  per  cent,  stock  shall  be  received  in  subeorip- 
tion  to  the  bankat  ninety  per  cent,  instead  of  par. 

Mr.  CAI.H0U1I  objected  to  the  motion.  Its  ob- 
vious effect,  if  not  its  objeet,  he  said,  was  to  in- 
crease the  bonus.  If  the  stocks  are  depreciated, 
said  Mr.  C,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  holders  of  it, 
but  of  the  Government  itself,  and  it  would  be  im- 
proper in  the  Qoremmenc  to  take  advantage  of 
thu  depreciation.  The  measure  wovdd  also  have 
an  injurious  influence  on  the  subscriptions  to  the 
banl^  without  answering  any  good  purpose,  and 
he,  therefore  boj>ed  the  motion  would  not  prevail 

Mr.  Root  said  in  reply,  that  those  who  boasted 
so  mqeb  of  having  lowied  ihair  mosey  to  the 
14th  Cov.  l8t  Sbu^SG 
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Government,  only  gave  their  depreciated  notes, 
and  received  in  return  the  notes  of  the  Govern- 
ment, by  which  they  made  a  great  profit,  and  that 
was  all  their  merit,  &e. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROuea  made  a  few  remarks  on* 
the  motion.  He  thought  it  questionable  whether 
a  Government  ou^bt  to  fix  on  its  own  stock  a 
manifest  depreciation,  and  in  this  instance,  it 
would  be  an  act  of  very  great  injustice,  and  e 
violation  of  public  faith ;  because,  in  the  next 
clause,  it  was  provided,  tbst  the  stock  shoud  bo 
redeemed  and  liquidated  at  the  rates  at  whieh  it 
was  paid  in  to  the  bank, 

Mr.  Ross  thought  the  circumstance  deprecated 
by  the  gentleman  last  up,  existed  already ;  which 
opinion  he  supported  by  a  few  arguments.  The 
whole  system  of  this  bill,  he  ssid,  was  an  en- 
couragement to  stoek>jobbers,  and  was  of  the 
same  character  as  the  measure  which  once  bene- 
fitted the  speculators  at  the  expense  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  by  funding  their  certificates,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Root,  and  negatived— only  seven  or  eight 
gentlemen  rinng  in  favor  of  it. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  repotted  progress  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Satdrdat,  March  2. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  and  statement  of  additions  which  have 
been  made,  since  the  30th  September  last,  to  the 
funded  and  floating  debts  of  the  United  States ; 
which  arar  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  n  Biaixf,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  an  ar- 
rangement of  the  militia  expenses,  incurred  by  the 
States  without  the  sanction  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, reported  a  bill  for  the  pavment  of  the 
militia  in  the  case  therein  mentioneaj  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haix, 

Saolved.  That  the  Committee  on  iheNfttional. 
Currency  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  compelliog  the  banks  in  the  different 
States,  after  the  first  day  of  November  next,  to 
resume  specie  payments,  by  increasing  the  duty 
on  stamps,  or  in  any  other  manner  which  maybe 
best  calculated  lo  produce  the  desired  effect. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hotise 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '*  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  the  direet  uz  anon  the  United 
States  and.  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year 
1816."  with  amendraenUj  they  have  also  pused 
a  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchill,"  ia 
which  amendments  and  bill  they  ask  the  concor- 
rence  of  this  House. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  report  of  tbo 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  in  addiHoB 
to  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  BstaUiah- 
ment.  The  report  being  gone  through,  mwuf 
amendmenu  were  suceessiveljr  oftred  to  the  bil^ 
which  ptodoccd  much  diecesMoe. 
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Tbe  bill  bariDg  been  amended,  on  molioD  of 
Mr.  Wbisht,  80  aa  to  allow  to  members  of  Con- 
gresa  the  privilege  of  franlcliig  letters  duriag  the 
reecM  tbe  same  power  wa«  ailempied  to  be  ob- 
-taine«  for  the  CbaplaiD ;  whieb  notion  was  sap- 
ported  by  Mr.  Wbiobt,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
PiOKUina,  and  then  negatived— yeas  5. 

Mr.  Taixhj^dgb  mored  Uie  ftmowiog  aincad- 
veat  as  seatioo  4.: 

And  bt  it  fufthtt  matted.  That  no  m«il  shall  be 
traneportad  («  the  Sabbath ;  nor  dull  any  post  t^Bos 
\»  opttatA  lor  theteoetot  ordoliveiy  (flatten,  packets, 
or  nawspapers,  on  theLord'sday ;  any  kw  or  nsaga  to 
Aa  cuntrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  T.  said,  wbea  he  recollected  tbe  Dumerous 
VttitioBi  which  had  been  presented  lo  Congress 
fmn  all  pans  of  the  United  States,  at  tbe  present 
aeMioB,  he  had  hoped  thai,  when  the  Commiilee 
M  the  Post  Offioe  and  Post  Roads  made  their 
report,  they  would  have  noticed  this  subject  with 
pariioalar  attention.  He  said  he  was  fortified  in 
this  hope,  from  the  coasideration  that  tbe  sabjeot 
WW  not  a  new  one ;  it  had  been  pmeated  ^in 
and  again,  by  varions  classes  of  tbe  oommnoity, 
without  respect  to  party,  praying  for  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  National  Legislature  lo  prevent  the 
transportation  and  opening  of  tbe  mail  on  the 
Sabratb,  but  in  this  be  was  disappointed. 

He  was,  mbreover,  aware  that  great  difficulties 
were  to  be  snrmouoted,  and  strong  prejudices 
overcome,  to  effect  the  objects  he  had  in  view. 
The  worst  passions  of  the  human  heart  would  be 
bronght  into  excreise  when  their  stronghold 
^onid  thus  be  attacked.  The  plea  of  necessity, 
and  very  possibly  even  of  duty,  would  be  urged 
to  eoatinae  a  j^aetice  which  ud  too  long  been  a 
reproach  to  onr  legislative  code,  and  exposed  our 
eoontry  to  the  ja^ineola  of  Heaven. 

Mr.  T.  said,  the  argument  he  proposed  to  offer 
to  the  Honse,  in  support  of  his  amendment,  was 
of  a  twofold  nature.  It  had  for  its  basis  the  une- 
quivocal command  of  the  Supreme  legislator,  and 
it  was  fraught  with  bletisings  to  mankind. 

It  would  be  needless,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  not  indec- 
orous, to  prove  the  Divine  institution  of  the  Sab- 
bath day.  In  this  enlightened  age,  and  io  a 
Christian  country,  it  is  presumed  that  such  a  task 
would  be  useless.  I  will  only  take  occasion,  said 
he,  to  remark,  that  in  the  decalogue  this  precept 
ia  given  with  a  solemn  aanetioni  and  with  great 
clearness  and  precision ;  nor  does  there  appear  to 
be  imy  dispensing  power  left  to  hnman  wisdom, 
bat  that  which  may  be  derived  from  worla  of 
necessity  and  mercy. 

As  to  the  advantages  resulting  from  a  due  ob- 
aervanee  of  this  sacred  precept,  they  are  numer- 
oos  and  great.  Tbe  cessation  of  labor  through 
one  day  out  of  seven,  serves  greatly  to  relieve  and 
refresh  both  maa  aad  beast,  and  thus  to  fit  them 
more  effectually  lo  perform  the  dotiea  of  the  en- 
sniog  week.  But  the  solemn  duties  of  public 
worship,  which  are  more  immediately  enjoined 
on  this  holy  day,  are  by  no  means  to  be  dispensed 
wUh.  In  tbe  sanotnary  of  the  Lord',  and  from 
the  lips  of  the  priest,  are  the  people  to  expect  les- 
aons  of  pure  monaUty  ud  virtue. 
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The  history  of  the  world,  in  every  age,  exhih- 
its  indubitable  evidence,  that  where  the  Sabbadt 
has  bee*  revered,  and  tbe  worship  of  the  Snprene  < 
Being  attended  with  reverence  and  devotion,  ifaea 
pnblie  prosperity  and  private  happiness  havebeea 
most  abnndantly  enjoyed.  In  ancient  history, 
the  JcwsaSbrd  the  most  incontrovertible endeoee 
of  this  truth.  While  under  the  immediate  diree- 
tien  of  the  Supreme  lawgiver,  they  were  com- 
manded to  observe  the  Sabbath  day  and  keep  it 
holy;  to  worship  the  great  Jehovah  in  their  sol- 
emn assemblies,  and  whirily  to  abstain  from  nt- 
vile  labor.  To  the  observance  oi  thm  dtUm 
manifold  bleasinip  were  |Homised ;  and,  oo  tbe^ 
B^leet,  the  beavieat  judgmeots  were  denonaced. 
And  who  is  so  ignoiant  as  not  to  know  that,  so 
long  as  they  remained  fluthfal  to  tbeir  eoveaant 
oUigatioBs  and  obedient  to  their  God,  (and  no 
doty  was  more  pointedly  eojotBed  than  a  doeob* 
servance  of  tbe  Sabbath,)  they  were  the  raoK 
prosperous  and  happy  nation  en  tbe  earth ;  bat 
when  they  declined  tn  their  duty,  aad  f«wt  tbeit 
vows ;  when  they  neglected  to  Keep  the  Sabbath 
day  holy,  acoording  to  the  Diviae  oommand.and 
the  cooteqoeot  practice  of  idol  worship  sup[Haat- 
ed  that  of  the  living  and  true  Qod,  they  neeame 
uneasy  under  the  restraints  of  the  law.  Hefnt* 
filled  his  righteous  judgments,  by  giving  then  np 
to  be  destroyed.  And  where  are  they  now  as  a  na- 
tion, and  what  has  becomeof  their  beantifol  tem^ 
and  their  glory  %  Nay,  farther,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
venture  to  assert  thai  thero  ia  not  a  utiea  on 
earth,  where  the  gvcai  Jehovah  is  not  respected 
by  a  doe  observance  of  tbe  Babbalb,  that  the  peo- 
ple can  be  said  to  be  either  proeperoos  or  baM>f> 

On  a  fonner  occasion,  when  this  sattjeet  wai 
before  CongreM,  I  recollect  that  a  pronineat  ob> 
jeotion  against  granting  the  relief  prayed  for, 
was,  that  the  aatioD  was  ia  a  stale  of  war,  and  that 
it  became  indispensable  that  every  facility  shoold 
be  aflbrded  to  communication  aa  weU  as  lransps^ 
taiion.  Happily  for  this  country  this  heavy  jndf- 
Qient  has  been  removed,  and  we  are  now  at  peiee 
with  all  the  world.  A  more  favorable  time  mar 
probably  never  occur  to  retrieve  our  attiaaai 
character,  and  wipe  this  foul  reproach  from  oar 
system.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  ear  lavs,  relattB| 
to  the  Post  Office,  do  not  absolntely  require  ihtt 
tbe  Sabbath  should  be  broken  to  carry  them  iM* 
efieet.  If  eviU  exist  whieh  the  Legislatore  eu 
only  remedy,  and  they  omit  to  eorreet  then,  they 
mast  be  deemed  reapoiuible  fiir  all  their  eoow- 
qaenees. 

I  an  urarc,  however.  Mi.  Sp^nr,  thti  ^ 
jeetions  arill  be  made  to  tbe  BDiendBeai  now 

proposed,  by  men  of  pleasure  and  amoseaMBti  by 
men  of  business,  and  by  those  who  are  hardened 
with  the  cares  of  State.  The  pleasure  of  bearing 
from  friends;  of  receiving  and  communicttiog 
the  earliest  news;  and  of  promoting  worldly  pro- 
fits, will  be  deemed  by  many  insuperable  objec- 
tions to  tbe  proposition  which  I  have  now  ob* 
roitted.  Bat,  sir,  to  every  objection  of  this  sort, 
it  is  enough  for  roe  to  find  what  is  tbe  role  of 
doty.  If  the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  isvgiver 
CM  be  dearly  discovered  oiainiog  the  SaMBlb 


9IBT0BT  OF  ocmoitaBB. 


Digitized  by 


HisTOBT  or  coofaBMa  xm 


HutOKjlSlS. 


for  himidf,  Kid  piobibitiog  worldlf  ainii9«Be»li 
aod  cmplofaieBti,  our  ^tj  is  «lMr,  and  tb«  mx- 
gftaet «  it  is  erintoal.  lo  that  case  we  my  not 
ooofcr  with  ftaafa.  aod  Uood;  we  are  oot  left  to 
eoBMlt  oar  own  pleaawe  and  adnstage;  bat  we 
are  bonnd  to  obey,  and  to  troBt  the  proTidcoee  of 
God  to  provide  for  Oii  in  tome  other  way.  "  Thai 
aaltb  the  Lord,"  n  ealcuktvd  to  sileftee  everj 
otrjeetioB,  aod  lay  the  wbot*  net  of  Adam  at  hta 
foetsieol. 

I  beg  leave  farther  lo  roaaarlt,  that  If  the  maiU 
are  ptmitted  freehr  to  paae  do  tb«  Sabbath,  aad 
the  post  offieee  to  be  opened  for  the  delirery  of 
laMoa  and  aewspapcfs,  the  former  wiU  probably 
■aareofe  lo  disturb  the  wotsbip  of  oar  Bolenn  as- 
•eanbliea,  while  the  latter  may  beceoM,  in  some 
plaoee,  reeepuclea  for  those  devoted  to  aotie  aad 
riot,  air,  I  wish  to  see  this  evil  remedied  before 
it  has  progressed  so  far  as  almost  to  defy  the  sal- 
utary restmiata  of  maDiei[«l  law}  I  wish  to  see 
the  Babfaoth  rescued  fr<»B  violation  and  reproaoh. 

In  ofiortag  the  preeeat  aioandmeot,  I  hope  ao 
one  will  impute  to  me  motives  derived  from  sel- 
fishness or  popularity.  I  am  fully  aware  that  tbe' 
predomiaant  passions  of  tbe  bamaa  heart  are  all 
against  me,  aod,  havtog  nearly  closed  my  politi' 
eai  life,  I  hare  aotbing  to  hope  for  or  expect  from 
popular  applasse.  I  am  atiraye  ambitious  to  ob- 
tain tbeappfobationof  therirtDousaadtbegood; 
aad,  whether  this  attempt  shall  aoeeeed  or  not, 
I  ask  no  mm  of  ihU  kMonble  Hoaso  than  a  be- 
UbF  tkat  Ilmre  ofliured  tbn  amendment  from  a 
tolenn  eonvietioa  of  doty,  and  that  the  best  in- 
terests of  oar  eouatry  demand  socb  a  measareat 
oar  boads.  i  have  only  one  request  farther  to 
make,  which  is,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  may  be 
gnntod  on  tbe  final  decisloa  of  this  question. 

Mr.  T.'emotioa  gave  rise  toa debate  of  coosider- 
aUe  length,  involrnig  the  arguments,  pra  and  om. 
it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Inobah,  (chairman  of  the 
Foot  Office  Committee,}  because  the  subject  of  the 
motion  waaspcotally  referred  to  thatoommittee,  on 
i^ek  they  would  very  soon  makt  a  report,  when 
tfaa  pn^iety  of  the  measore  mirht  be  argtnd. 
Ike  motion  was  also  opposed  by  Messrs.  Pioria- 
fHo,MiLUL,  of  Maasaobaaetts,  Jaokboii,  Hall,  and 
WaioaT,  for  this  and  other  reasons. 

The  motion  was  finally  decided  in  tbe  nega- 
tive—yeas     nays  100,  as  follows: 

Tbas — ^Messrs.  Baylies,  Brown,  Champion,  Corn- 
stock,  Cnlpoper,  Davenport,  Hnlbert,  Jewett,  Kent, 
LangdoB,  Law,  Lovett,  Xyle,  Lyon,  MacIVf  Marsh, 
Mifaior,  Nelson  of  Masaaehasetta,  Ndeen  m  Tirginia, 
Ho7»8,  ntUn,  Reed,  Rlee,8ondnnl,  Steamy  Strong, 
ttoisaa,  Taggait,  Tsihaadgo,  Tese,  Ward  of  Massa- 
ekooetlB,  WMtesids,  WUeoa,  Wilkin,  and  Wright 

Nats — Mewrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  BirdssH,  Bloont,  Boss, 
BrecJceoridge,  Brooks,  Banudde,  Cady,  Calhoan,  0^ 
Bon,  Chappell,  Oilley,  Gierke  of  North  Carolhia.  <^y- 
ion,  CHendennin,  Condict,  Uoodw,  Cooper,  Grawlbrd, 
Owighlon,  CntUeit,  Dariington,  Deaba,  Edwards, 
Forney,  Fersyth,  Oaaton,  Goldsborough,  Ooodwjm, 
Qriffin,  Orosvener,  Hale,  Hall,  Uammoad,  Bansea, 
Hardin,  Hawoa^  HeadamoBr  Herbert  Hwkiassa, 
nngtfftnl,  lagham,  iaOum  Mmi  «f  Vi^Wi, 
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iohaswt  ef  Kenmnky,  Kerr  ef  Vkgimi^  KingofNeiilt 
GerDlina,  Lowndes,  Laapkin,  MamB,  Hayient,  Mo- 
Ooy,  MoKso,  MoLean  of  tentoo^,  McLean  of  Ohiak 
Middlatflsi.Mille,  lloaM.K«wt4m,  Oin)akT,Pwris,Piah^ 
ear.  Piakariog,  Pifor,  FaweU,  BaaAi^  Beyneld^ 
BobortsaB,  Boot,  Bergeaa^  Savage,  Sehemk,  Bhaips^ 
Shefisy,  Smith  of  Pennsylvmnia,  Smith  of  Merylaad; 
Smith  of  Viqioia,8tanfoid,  Teal,  Tavlor,of  New  York, 
Teylor  of  South  Carolina.  Teliair,  Thomas,  Throof^ 
Tucker,  WaUace,  Ward  of  Now  York,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wilds,  Williams,  Thomas  Wilsoa,  Woodward, 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  for 
reaaoDs  which  he  stated,  agreed  to  reconsider  the 
amendment  which  gives  to  tbe  members  of  Con- 
gress the  privilege  of  franking  during  the  recess. 

In  the  detMte  which  ensued  on  this  subject,  the 
privilege  of  franking  during  the  recess  was  adro- 
:  cated  by  Messrs.  Randolpb,  WaiQBT,  Qsoara- 
;  NOR,  aQd  Cdlpbpbr  ;  aad  opposed  or  Mosia. 
Hall,  CoMarocc,  and  PioKSRiira.  Tot  d^te 
was  of  a  miscdianeoua  eharacterj  desultory  bat 
rather  iotereating.  The  principal  argumejit 
against  granting  the  privil^e  was,  that  it  created 
at  their  homes,  in  private  life,  an  odious  and 
uojost  distinction  from  other  citizens,  in  foror  of 
members  of  Congress.  To  this  it  was  replied, 
besides  the  ai^umeots  obviously  favoring  the 
amendment,  that  thii  privilege  was  not  compar- 
able in  magnitude  to  that  of  exemption  from  mi- 
litia service  already  existing  by  taw,  and  which 
no  one  would  propose  to  abrogate,  dec. 

The  amendment  going  to  allow  this  privilege 
to  members  of  Congress,  was  at  length  agreed  to 
—yeas  74,  oays  ^  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  AdgaU,  Atheiton,  Bateman,  Bay- 
lies, Betta,  Birda^e,  Blountt  Boas,  Bieekemidfe, 
Bontside,  Cady,  Calhoan,  Chammm,  Chappell,  CiUsf , 
Clarke  of  North  Carelina,  Coadifit,  Goniwr,  Caepm, 
CrdgbtoD,  Cnlpepe^  Gattm,  Groevener,  Hawmaad, 
Hmuoo,  Hardm,  Henderson,  Ho^jpson,  HnUNi^ 
Ingham,  leckson,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kiag 
of  North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Lsw,  Lewis,  Lot*,  Lov- 
ett, Xiowndes,  Marsh,  Mason,  Msyrsnt,  McEee.  Mo- 
Lean  of  Ohio,  Hiddleton,  Mills,  Milnor,Newtun,N'ajes, 
Purii^  Powell,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Robertrm- 
Sergeant,  Sehsnck,  Sharp,  Siuibj,  Smith  of  Pi  their 
vania.  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Stargea,Taggar|h  scoroa, 
New  Yortc,  Taylor  ofSoolh  Carolina,  Thom  ud  base. 
Ward  of  Maaaaehaaattsb  WilUn,  Thorn  daeidedlf 
Wright  Yaneey,  and  Talaa.  mm 

Nats— Messrs.  Archer,  Baker,  Barboteive  view 
BMmett,  Bro^,  Clayton,  Oomatock,  Cm^mittee  of 
bMt,  Dailiogton,  Davraport,  Desha,  BdwarVrt  of  the 
Fnaytb,  Qoldaboraagh,  Goodwya,  Griffin,  kifierenee 
Hawes,  Harbart,  Hnngerford,  Johosoa  of  -  of  ti|e 
Kent.  KozT  of  Virgnia,  LnmpUn,  Lyie,  Lyra,  KCon- 
McCoy,  McLean  ol  Kentn^y,  Moore,  Nelson  ^^ 
ginia,  Piekena,  Pickeiiiig,  Piper,  PUUn.  Boot,  SaVk^ 
SmiUi  of  Virginia.  Sontkuird,  Stanford,  Staanii^  Stio^ 
Tallmadge,  Taal,  TelfiOr.  Towne«id.  Tncfcar,  T«a^ 
Wallaee,  Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Stmet 
Whiteeids^  Wilcox,  Wilde,  William^  WiUooghb^. 
William  IHniaMi,  and  Woodward. 

Mr.  OoLDSBoitouaa  moved  to  insert  in  the  Ml 
tba  followiog  aectioa,  as  the  fitih  thenor,  vis : 
8h,  s.  AmdttU^lkm  umtuh  That  ewMfo 
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whoM  bannflM  U  c«ifiji«d  to  baji  and  men,  and  to 
porta  and  places  batwaea  which  no  regular  and  dtract 
nail  ia  caniad  1^  watar,  ahall  ha  exeapted  fircnn  the 
operatiaii  of  the  finirth  and  flMi  aaotiona  <tf  dw  aet 
pMwd  at  die  hut  iaMnon  of  Gongtaaa,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  aotiegnlating  thaPost  OAoa 
iabUriiineDt." 

And  the  qaeation  thereon  being  taken,  it'pnssed 
in  the  neffatiTe. 

Several  other  ameodmeats  were  proposed  to 
the  bill,  which  being  rejected^  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engroased  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 

Monday,  March  4. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  tbe  petition  of  John  M.  Forbes, 
reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  John  M.  Forbes; 
waich  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  to-day,  which  was  snbse- 
quentty  done,  and  tbe  bill  passed. 

Tbe  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  establish  tbe 
Post  Office  Department  was  announced  for  a 
third  reading,  but  recommitted  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  receitring  some 
triTial  amendment. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  tbe  relief  of  Rich- 
ard Mitchell  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Rahdolfh,  on  the  part  of  the  committee 
tppomted  to  inquire  into  tbe  illegal  uaffic  of 
suTes  carried  on  tbroagh  this  District,  asked  and 
olrtaioed  tathoriiy  to  send  for  persona  and  papers 
relative  to  tbe  inqairy. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS,  dtc. 
Mr.  JoBMSOH,  of  Kentucky,  said  be  considered 
it  his  duly  to  make  a  proposition  to  the  House, 
the  object  of  which  was  the  despatch  of  public 
business,  a  more  panetaal  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  to  their  duty,  and  to  shorten  tbe 
sessions  of  Congress,  by  changing  the  compen- 
aatioD  of  the  members  from  six  dollars  per  day 
into  a  gross  sum  for  each  session,  and  by  other 
regulations  connected  with  the  subject,  haring 
same  tendency;  and  to  deduct  tbe  compen- 
lMtl*.n  of  members  in  proportion  to  their  absence 
Cbrrsli-i  House  ilaring  tbe  session.   The  public 
would  be  '.a^  ij^ea  so  protraoteJ,  that  at  tbe  close 
be,  to  rerotionthp.  ao  member  could  yet  see,  with 
is  giren  li^iniy,  ihe  termination  of  tbe  session, 
clearness  y  jy^y     ascribed  to  a  variety  of  causes: 
beanyailiije  accumulation  of  business  after  a 
but  that  !e  variety  of  sentiment  on  every  sub- 
l^e^ii-Xi  to  Tiu  csuse  could  we  ascribe  so  much 
As  Ifiy  tjf  busiaess,  as  to  the  constant  and  never- 
■nra^  debnie  on  every  subject  that  came  be- 
ooa  'CoDgrrss  for  decision.   On  subjects  of  im- 
oigfrtanoe,  difficulty,  and  eomplieation,  discuasion 
%KB  Deeessarv  and  proper ;  and  on  snob  fwca* 
%loBS  it  shoald  always  be  indulged,  without  re- 
%tnitnt,  until  the  subject  was  thoroughly  uoder- 
'atood.  In  speaking  of  the  proceedings  of  tbe 
House,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  cast- 
ing  eensnre  upon  any  member;  he  spoke  of  tbe 
House  as  a  body ;  he  spoke  of  evils  which  were 
..App«i«Bt  la  all,  Bad  it  via  the  doty  of  all  to  pat 


an  end  to  them.  He  could  speak  more  freely  of 
the  necessity  of  reform  in  tbe  proceeding  of  the 
House,  beoanse  be  did  not  pretend  to  inculpate 
himself  less  than  others ;  on  minor  aabjeeta,  on 
detail,  u  to  f^irascolt^,  and  all  amendmeBta  to 
bilb  and  reports,  it  was  the  boandcn  dnty  of 
members  to  hare  eonfideace  in  eaeii  otha,  a^ 
not  presume  any  to  be  unprepared  to  net.  On 
theetmtfary.it  should  beadmitted,asamatterof 
&ct,  that  each  member  could  judge  foe  himself 
and  correctly,  upon  heariog  the  proposition  made: 
and  if  any  d^cnlly  should  exist  as  to  matters  of 
fact,  a  single  inquiry  of  those  whose  duty  it  had 
been  to  examine  them,  would  be  all  that  should 
be  required,  in  tbe  way  of  conversation,  and  not 
in  set  speeches.  In  any  such  cases  it  would  he  a 
poor  compliment  to  the  capacity  or  attention  of 
any  member  to  suppose  tedious  examination 
necessary.  Indeed  we  are  very  much  mistaken 
if  we  presume  that  the  silent  members  of  the 
House  (and  they  compose  a  majority)  think  less 
than  those  who  speak  most.  Those  who  said 
but  little  were  generally  makers  of  the  sabjec^ 
uoderaundiog  the  priaeiplca  and  the  detaib  of  a 
bill  before  it  was  acted  upon.  Tbe  House  had 
adopted  a  rule  that  no  member  should  speak 
more  than  twice  on  the  same  question.  It  was 
easy  to  evade  the  rule,  by  varying  the  question, 
and,  indeed,  the  rule  was  nominal,  for  leave  was 
always  granted,  when  asked.  The  cry  for  the 
question  was  a  kind  of  disorder  that  had  no  io- 
nuenee,  because  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Speaker, 
at  all  times,  to  suppress  it,  if  a  member  wu  on 
the  floor  speaking.  Tbe  inattention  of  the  Hoase 
to  members  speaaing,  bad  no  greater  influeiiee, 
as  it  was  not  uncommon  to  see  an  interesting 
speaker  occupying  the  floor,  with  an  able  speech, 
with  a  half  dozen  friends  around  him,  listening, 
more  out  of  courtesy,  than  a  desire  to  ban  anj 
doubts  removed  in  relation  to  the  aolgeet.  It  w 
well  known  to  tbe  House  that  for  sevaial  yaais 
past,  particularly  during  the  war,  thm  was  a 
universal  disgust,  clamor,  and  etnsan  throagk- 
out  the  nation  at  our  much  talking  and  litdfl 
action.  Tbe  people  had  much  rcaaon  on  their 
side  in  this  disgust,  hnt  they  were  not  eiaedy 
acquainted  with  all  the  difficulties  we  had  to  ea- 
eouQter.  It  is,  however,  high  time  that  Coa- 
gress  should  be  redeemed  from  imputations  wbiek 
nave  lessened  very  much  tbe  confidence  of  the 
people.  It  is  also  well  known  that  daily  and 
aourly  we  hear  the  en  treaties  of  claimants,  urging 
us  to  act  upon  their  petition,  until  the  applicants 
in  many  cases  have  lo  return  home  npon  the 
bounty  of  friends,  and  continue  to  attend  Con- 
gress many  years,  without  a  decisuw  of  thw 
cases ;  and  in  most  iostaoces  their  claims  were  w 
the  most  raeritorioiu  ehatacter.  To  these  ia- 
dueemeni^  Mr.  J.  said,  a  rule  exieted,  known  br 
the  name  of  the  previous  questioa— a  rale  whiek 
would  never  be  enforced  but  in  tbe  moit  o"*^ 
necessity;  but,  if  it  eould  be  enibreed,  it  waaM 
be  efieetnal.  Bnt  even  in  war,  when  we  Md 
such  strong  reason  for  it,  ve^  few  bi^*'^ 
could  be  brought  even  to  call  l^  and,  whu  da- 
maided,  vevy  sddoai  snpportad  by  the  How; 
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ud,  if  supported  there,  eertaio  members  to  whom 
the  rale  was  obnoxtons,  iroald  call  the  ayes  and 
noes,  and  put  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  pro- 
gressing. From  the  experience  of  the  House  on 
this  snbject,  all  would  agree  that  the  prerious 
questioa,  however  proper  to  be  in  the  bands  of  a 
majority  of  the  House,  was  a  dead  letter  in  time 
of  peace.  There  mast  be  some  remedy  for  this 
evil,  and  what  is  so  effectual  as  to  ^ive  a  gross 
sum  of  money  by  which  members  will  be  made 
aiteotire  to  business,  and  not  adjourn  any  dar  at 
four  o'clock,  when  snch  a  coarse  of  condaot 
would  be  to  d^trive  them  of  an  adequate  com* 
pensation,  dbc. ;  on  the  other  band  to  take  away 
the  ifflpatation  on  members  of  remaining  in  ses> 
Stan  for  the  per  diem ;  and  it  will  hold  out  the 
inducement  of  a  higher  reward,  in  proportion  to 
the  industry  of  the  House.  'Witnoai  ibis  remedy 
Congress  woald,  after  a  while,  have  to  sit  all  the 
year,  which  would  ultimately  drive  every  man 
from  Congas  whose  time  was  valuable  to  him- 
self and  family,  and  who  was  not  wealtlnr  enough 
to  make  such  a  sacrifice  of  time.  In  a  few  years, 
riches  and  sot  patriotism  would  rale  the  nation ; 
whatever  we  have,  let  it  be  hj  the  session  and 
not  by  the  day.  We  can  do  in  three  months 
what  we  fail  to  do  in  ten  under  the  present  ar- 
fangnnCTt.  As  soon  as  the  Spring  opens  what 
do  we  witness  ?  The  farmer  wuhes  to  return  to 
his  fomity  and  fiirm ;  the  mechanic  to  his  shop ; 
Aa  lawyw  to  his  courts ;  applieations  are  dailr 
made  fat  leave  of  absene^  until  w«  are  left  witn 
a  hare  qooram,  and  sometimes  not  that}  we  lutve 
to  sead  for  member^  and  those  who  stay  are  in- 
jond,  and  some  rained,  and  nlUmatdy  quit  Con- 
grese  from  necessity. 

The  session  should  be  reduced  to  three,  and 
not  extended  to  six  months.  la  such  a  ease  its 
sacrifice  would  not  be  so  great.  If  inquiry  should 
be  made  in  this  stage  of  the  basioess,  what  com- 
pensation should  be  given  as  a  gross  sum  of  mo- 
ney to  eaeh  member,  the  answer  would  be  easy : 
Boeb  a  compensation  as  will  not  cost  the  United 
States  one  cent  more,  but  by  oar  industry  might 
be  more  to  us ;  give  a  member  of  Congress  what 
yon  give  to  your  Doorkeeper,  your  Sergeant-at- 
Araa,  and  it  wilt  be  better  than  the  present  ays- 
MM.  Nothing  extravagant,  nothing  prodigal ;  a 
oofDneiuation  nedrcd  by  a  good  clerk  in  ime  of 
the  deputments  would  be  lofficient:  give  what 
we  may,  the  compensation  should  be  m  a  gross 
sum,  and  not  a  eompensation  by  the  day.  Mr.  J. 
said  the  effect  of  this  ehaage  would  prodoce  three 
resnlts:  1st.  It  would  lessen  the  duration  of  the 
session }  3d.  It  would  give  the  members  greater 
eompensation  if  they  acted  with  industry ;  3d. 
It  would  save  moaey  to  the  nation,  by  lessening 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  in  fuel^ 
stationery,  and  attendance,  which  was  now  very 
greaL  But  it  may  be  asked,  shoidd  a  gross  sum 
operate  upon  members  of  Congress  to  be  more 
industrious,  as  it  would  upon  the  day  laborer,  and 
he  who  worited  by  the  job  7  Mc  J.  said  he  bad  no 
danbt  on  the  subjecL  and  it  was  no  disgrace  to 
BBvnbers  to  say  that  ttiey  could  be  operated  upon 
like  other  men.  in  s  Qovetmaeit  uka  ous,  w« 
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should  avoid  extravagance,  so  we  should  extreme 
parsimony.  In  relatioD  to  the  Represenutives 
of  a  free  people,  he  thought  they  should  be  actu- 
ated  from  patriotic,  and  not  sordid  motives;  and 
a  reasonable  eompensation  was  all  they  should 
have.  But  a  member  of  Congress  who  repre- 
sents thirty-five  thousand  free  men  wonid  feel 
himself  degraded]  abd  so  would  the  people,  if 
snch  was  tae  reward  as  to  drive  from  Congress 
all  but  the  rich  and  the  favored  few.  Mr.  J.  then 
moved  the  following  resolution : 

ReMohed,  That  a  cammittee  bs  appointed  to  inqoire 
into  the  flj^ediewy  ctf  changing  me  prasent  mode 
eompensation  to  me  memben  <»  Confess  mto  agfOM 
sDffl  for  ea(^  sesnon ;  and  to  report  sneh  other 
visions  as  may  have  a  tenden^  to  the  denutten  til 
public  bosiiiess,  and  to  eomptl  the  ponctnal  attendr 
anoe  <tf  numbers  of  Congress  dmiog  the  session. 

Mr.  RAiinoLPH  expressed  his  hope  the  resolve 
would  be  adopted,  and  carried  into  complete 
effect.  Id  movmg  it,  he  said,  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  had  acted  with  a  manliness  which  be- 
came his  character;  with  afrankness  and  inde- 
pendence which  deserves  not  only  the  thanks  of 
this  body,  but  the  approbation  of  the  nation.  The 
situation  in  which  members  of  Congress  were 
placed,  growing  out  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  compensated  for  their  pobiic  services,  was, 
he  said,  disgraeefnl  to  them  individually,  as  well 
as  a  great  public  detriment.  Was  it  wonderful, 
he  aued,  that  they  should  be  considered  by  the 
peo^e  at  laise  in  the  light  of  day  l^oren,  who 
won  here  nr  something  less  than  a  dollar  an 
hour ;  for  something  more  perhaps  than  you  have 
to  pay  a  man  for  sawing  wood  i  He  premised, 
with  a  solemn  assurance  of  his  sincerity  in  the 
declaration,  that  his  opinion  was  now,  and  always 
bad  been,  that  the  members  of  this  and  the  other 
branch  of  the  Qovernment  ought  to  receive  no 
pay  at  all.  This,  he  said,  he  knew  to  be  an  un- 
popular sentiment,  but  he  sincerely  entertained 
It.  But,  if  the  members  were  to  receive  pay,  he 
would  have  them  paid  like  gentlemen ;  beiMuse 
members  of  Congress  ought  to  oe  genilemn— they 
ought  to  be,  and  he  trusted  tbe^  were,  in  prin- 
ci^e— not  merely  in  their  exterior,  but  in  their 
high  sense  of  honor,  in  a  oharaeter  which  scorna, 
which  spurns,  t«  do  that  whieh  is  mean  and  base. 
In  this  poioltn  view,  Mr.  R.sdd,  he  wai  deeidadlf 
in  favor  of  the  prmosition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky.  Mr.  R.  here  took  a  discursive  view 
of  the  course  and  origin  of  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  and  of  an  attempt  ()n  the  part  of  the 
Senate  some  years  ago  to  establish  a  difference 
in  the  rates  of  payment  between  members  of  the 
Senate  and  the  other  House.  A  member  of  Con- 
gress, he  went  on  to  say,  was  as  much  entitled  to 
his  pay  for  the  day  he  does  not  attend  as  for  the 
day  he  does  attend :  it  was  not  to  be  presumed, 
because  he  was  not  in  his  seat,  that  be  was  idle. 
His  business,  he  said,  was  not  merely  to  come 
here  lo  write  and  frank  so  many  letters,  read  so 
many  newspapers,  and  siitch  together  so  manv 
documents  as  be  daily  finds  on  his  table;  to  ad- 
journ whenever  the  index  of  the  clock  pointed  to 
four  o'cloek,  and  pass  the  remainder  or  the  four 


Oom^pmtatiion  of  Membera, 
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Md  tweaif  hoara  in  a  perfect  Kbilrtctum  of  miad 
■ad  bodf  from  labor  and  exeiticm.  No,  Mr.  R. 
Mid,  erea  Sunday  shone  no  Babba  A  day  for  him ; 
and  yet,  fais  aeoonnt  with  the  pablic  for  hia  ser- 
Tien  when  a  meaaber  heretofore,  to  this  day  re- 
mained Boseuled,  becaaee  he  eoald  oot  nadertake 
te  lay  to  die  Committee  of  Accounts  how  many 
fcy«  he  had  been  absent,  dso.  This  is  a  sort  of 
CAUMay  he  coodemned— wonld  they  tbiok  of 
•Bbtrflctuig  from  tbe  compensati«B  of  the  head  of 
a  Department  lo  mueh  for  eTerr  day  ha  did  not 
fO  to  bis  oficol  A  flaaaber  of  CoogY«0,  if  he 
ocaamd  to  «ome  at  ali,  lir,  eaid,  ud  no  eooa- 
fmatioD  i«r  hia  ■errims  in  the  mlavnriile  pinanet 
t^ch  Ae  OoraMDMt  now  allows,  &e.  He 
hojKd  iMs  motion  would  ptsa,  and  that  aaochor 
nfyrm  wonld  take  plaee  iB  ine  mode  doing 
basinets  in  the  Ronse;  tttat  wai,  by  allowing 
daye  for  business  in  the  Hraae,  and  JenTiikg  otfaer 
days  for  doiag  business  ont  of  the  House,  Ac 
The  preseat  system  might  do,  said  be,  for  mer- 
eenary  soldiert,  for  day  laborers ;  bat  not  for  men 
of  oar  time  of  life  and  of  oar  state.  With  respect 
to  dtvisiBg  any  mode  of  fsreiag  the  atteadanoe  of 
members,  be  was  afraid  no  better  eoold  b«  devised 
ikm  that  which  exists}  the  compolsory  pioeera, 
■topping  wages,  dke^  treatiog  the  mcmbeFs  of  this 
Rtwse  lik«  livery  sernnta,  wonld  not  do.  Mr. 
R.«(»elade4  bisnmaffka  by  saying  be  hadaome- 
#BBB  reflaeied  with  jmin  on  Ao  mdaal  ^preoir 
«f(m  of  ibe  raloa  of  a  ant  in  tois  Houm,  unee 
ba  first  had  the  honor  of  a  aett  in  it.  Members 
then  made  no  saerifieea  of  the  disaity  of  their 
itttioB,  and  of  their  own  personu  dignity.  If 
Aoy  bad  not  poaaeaaed  aatire  digaiiy,  they  ae- 

SBlrtd  itftom  their  siaiioBs;  they  Mlt  tbenuelTes 
la  RepreaeatatiTes  eaeh  of  thirty  thousand  sools. 
Tbey  ibougbt  it  beneath  them  in  those  days,  be 
mid,  to  truckle  to  th«  great  or  to  the  annll  rolgar ; 
to  carry  favor  even  with  great  officers  of  State, 
either  foreign  or  domestic ;  much  ku  with  pint- 
«s  of  joomats,  newspapers,  Ac. 

Mr.  BTAirronn  rose  to  enter  hii  protest  against 
any  inereaao  of  the  cofflpensatioa  of  membms  of 
Oongreas ;  against  ofiinag  each  caiolumeus  as 
waald  indoce  men  of  abilitiea  to  pirefer  oAieea 
uid  Btatiima  undar  Ibe  OcnenI  OmmoBent  to 
Aoae  mdet  the  State  Ctovcrnmanta.  He  wwM 
dsminiah  rather  than  Inorease  thv  eoapoMation 
«f  the  aacmbers  of  this  House.  He  was  willing 
O  obaage  the  mode  of  compensation,  bat  not  in 
any  way  so  as  to  iaerease  it.  The  dcprcctatiOB  of 
money  was,  be  said,  a  great  and  jtiat  complaint ; 
bat  any  change  eontcmplatiDg  an  increase  of  the 
OMDpensation  of  the  members,  he  thought,  would 
be  a  chaoge  essentially  to  the  mischief  of  prin- 
ciple. He  was  witling  to  change  the  mode  of 
eompeusation;  beeanse  in  such  a  change  there 
might  be  bQtb  economy  end  advantage. 

Mr.  RAMnoLPB  again  rose.  He  said  that  when- 
ever he  diflered  from  the  gentleman  last  np,  be 
doubted  the  eerreetness  of  his  own  judgment  so 
griat  reliance  bad  be  on  that  <tf  that  honorable 
fcademan.  The  resoUitioo  before  the  House  did 
sot  apeak  of  iaerease  at  alL  bat  of  a  change  in  the 
mode  ef  eompenaatimi.  Aid,  be  aaked,  onght  it 


not  to  be  changed  t  Was  it  not  an  all^tioa 
evN-y  day  presented  to  their  eyes  in  the  pablie 
prints,  that  the  sessiotn  of  Congren  were  pro* 
tneted  for  tbe  oonvenirnee  of  some  members  wkp 
nved  fooT  dollurs  a  day  ont  of  six?  Mr.R.i8id 
he  could  oonceive  nothing  worse  than  giviae  pay 
not  adeqvate  to  the  support  of  a  men^  of  tbii 
Honie,  as  he  onght  te  live,  and  yet  very  ademala 
to  tbe  support,  and  [nvfit  mo,  of  a  aaan  who  Urea 
as  a  member  ef  this  House  oogbc  not  Oi  liv& 
This  waa  tbavery  earest  mode  that  eoold  he  ind 
OB  to  make  them  twds  of  the  Executive.  Hedid 
not  mean  to  qwak  itf  the  pnaeBt  membens  ^ 
be  knew,  be  said»  that  ia  old  timca  then  wm 
members  who  did  live  aa  aMmbers  onght  aot  te 
livejaod  there  were  membenwho  1^  up  every 
coasidenbic  som  by  the  ead  of  the  eemioo,  wU^ 
they  carried  home  with  them  in  round  eaipeaaad 
half  eagles,  aod  not  in  rags.   Ambiiioo,  '*tbe  ia- 
flrmit^  of  noUe  minds,"  ra^ht  bhagamoa  hen, 
he  mid,  but  be  seldom  served  loag,  because  a 
proper  re^rd  te  his  private  afikirs  windd  not  aiH 
thwize  hm  to  do  se.  Tbe  eonseqoenee  had  beeo, 
he  added,  that  yoong  men,  not  daatitnta  of  ea* 
pnity,  certainly,  nor,  perhaps,  of  edoeatieB,  bat 
of  anything  that  ooastitntes  statesmen,  bad  stept 
into  the  chair  of  this  Hooae^  to  the  beads  ef  eoaa* 
miitees;  aad  to  their  gmiiiM,  if  yoa  wilL  hat  ae*  , 
thing  like  wisdooi,  ate  tbe  deatiniea  of  this  aatioa  i 
eommiuad ;  and  by  the  time  tiuf  form  eome  ad-  | 
enble  ootioB  ef  tbe  ^bin  of  Ghivenimeaa  tbey, 
loo,  are  obl%ed  to  go  booM,  and  their  |daea  ia  aap^  : 
plied  by  another  &ood,  cqnaUy  callow  aad  ai>- 
■edged.   If  the  State  goveromenta  did  oot  pay  I 
tb«r  officers  pit^rly,  Mr.  R.  said  be  had  oo  t/> 
jection  to  offer  such  compeosatiett  to  tfieir  maa  of 
lalmits  as  should  compel  the  State  governments 
to  loose  their  aiggard  purse^trings.   Ia  speaking 
of  Legislatures,  Mr.  R.  said,  we  see,  aboot  Novell 
ber,  atioat  tbe  time  the  §on  set  ia,  men  eaoagb 
assembled  in  the  various  Legistuaree,  Gmersl 
and  Smie,  to  make  a  regiment;  then  the  legiili* 
live  maggot  begins  to  bite;  then  exists  the  raga 
te  make  new,  and  repeal  old  lawe.   He  mid  he 
•hoatd  not  Aink  we  should  fiad  ouriclwi  at  all 
worac  off  if  no  law  of  a  gmmsal  aatare  had  ben 
puaed  by  Mther  aeoemfor  Sute  govenineBtk 
»r  ten  or  twelve  years  last  pan.  Likt  BIr.  kS- 
ferseo,  he  said,  he  was  averse  to  too  nmeh  rcffr 
lation-^verse  to  making  the  extreme  me#eiaa 
of  the  Gonatitotion  oar  daily  food.  He  r^erreri 
to  the  depreciatton  of  paper  as  being  a  scandiag 
violatioa  of  the  Couatitntion,  (where  it  prsvtdea 
that  the  compenmtion  of  judges  shall  not  be  di> 
minisfaed  danng  their  contintuace  io  office,)  and 
intimated  that  an  attempt  had  been  Isteiy  made 
to  iodace  the  Chief  Justice  (Marshall)  to  accept 
his  mlary  in  the  paper  of  this  District,  d^  The 
salaries  of  tbe  officers  of  the  Qoverament  wei« 
aeurteasly  scanty  j  aad  thoagh  he  would  raihtr 
see  the  suary  a  disgrace  to  the  man,  thao  <b* 
man  a  disgrace  to  the  office,  he  would  give  tka 
pnfalic  servanu  soeh  saUries  as  would  euUe 
them  to  live  withovt  the  impotation  of  dialMaer. 
For,  he  naked,  what  man  cu  live  ben  «a  fin 
tboumnd  doUan  a  year  ?  He  may  bmalhi  on  it. 
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Botwlio  en  kc^a  fimilir,  not »  bom*,  fornish 
ky  kwp  an  eqnipage,  gira  tnA  reoeiTe  eoMrtaia- 
mtats  «■  that  aoBaal  amoaat?  A  fiT«>peiwy  bk 
woold  be  ju«t  as  adequate  to  tint  parpose;  botii  be- 
iag  acHMMHuIf  hieeaipeteat.  A  mao  m  Bitoated 
majr  baTc  no  patrimooial  eitate ;  b«  nMy  be  mh 
faimm  .Atteiwharespfoagfiroin  the  Lord  kaows 
irt«n,«Bd  be  without  moarees.  If  helivasas 
be  oogbt  in  bit  station,  the  imptttation  is,  ibat  he 
waala  m«iey,aDd  must  bare  it,  and  tbal  b«  hu  ibe 
■wans  of  eemtojT  at  it  direatif  or  indireetly.  If  be 
bad  no  otberoliijeet,  be  ni^iD  inercaaiDg  tbe  com- 
primtiuD  of  tbe  BeiBbcn,if  be  could  thereby  com- 
Btl  tbe  State  goTefuneati  to  resene  tbeir  ofteen 
aoB  the  ailaatioB  m  vhkb  tbey  were  plaeed.  be 
wonU  do  It.  We  baraa  rigbt,  «aM  be,  to  go  into 
aarittt  and  bid  against  tbem.  When  we  want  a 
\  lawyer  in  an  tniporlaiit  caae,  do  we  go  to  bin 
who  will  do  onr  busiaea  fiw  fifteen  nilKngs,  or 
to  tbe  BmniettLthe  TamreUi^  tbe  Plnkney^,  the 
Wiekbams  ?  When  oar  personal  interest »  cra- 
eemed  ire  apply  16  master  woricmea,  not  to  those 
who  will  job  for  us  at  six  dollars  a  day. 

Mr.  Wnam  said,  tbe  reMtluttoo  pfe«HKiog 
no  ^eetion  bat  that  of  inqany,  in  tbat  view  be 
should  eoneor  in  it.  There  was,  be  said,  soaie- 
tUag  radically  defeetire  in  the  present  system  of 
bgisiation.  No  Ltgiilatare  ia  tbe  world,  be  b^ 
lined,  however  rarioos  its  eoaeenis,  or  extensiTe 
ite  sphere,  sat  as  long  a«  this,  aecwitbatanding 
tbat  Its  sphere  of  operation  wae  so  grretly  con- 
tracted by  the  interveniion  of  eighteen  distiBCt 
Lefielalures.  Tbe  itystem  does  aot  conpel,  on 
the  part  of  members,  that  attention  wbteh  Ibe 
aatore  of  ibeir  pabllc  bnrinesa  reqaires.  He  re- 
ferred to  Ibe  lettere  and  P«P«n  on  the  d^n  of  tbe 
members  every  day.  Tney  oo([bt  to  have  none 
of  them.  When  a  man  came  into  this  Hoase, 
he  ongbt  to  leave  on  tbe  tbresbcrid  every  feeling 
and  taengbt  but  what  was  cooneeted  with  tbe 
public  service.  Privtte  letters  and  private  con- 
versation oaght  not  to  be  permitted  to  encroach  on 
the  naity  of  bis  object,  if,  in  any  way,  the  atten- 
tion of  tbe  Hoase  could  be  fixed  on  tbe  speak- 
er, Mr.  W.  said  there  would  be  an  end  to  long 
speeches;  for  be  defied  any  man  to  address  an^ 
assembly  of  this  sort,  and  address  tbem  long,  if 
thni  attention  was  fixed  on  him.  They  would 
eeaee  to  speak  when  they  ceased  to  have  anytbii^ 
to  say  en  aayibing  or  snbjcet  under  debate.  Mr. 
W.  maintained  that,  under  proper  regulations,  a 
eission  of  two  months  in  n  year  was  perfectly 
i^f  quale  to  tbe  ordiaary  busineu  of  le^latien. 
He  expreseed  no  t^iaion  whether  the  compensa- 
tion of  members  Moatd  be  increased  or  dimin- 
ished )  but  he  wae  willing  to  inqnire  whether  tbe 
mode  of  compeasatiOQ  could  not  be  beneficially 
changed. 

Mr.  Stanpoud  said  be  bad  bo  idea  of  opposing 
tbia  motion  for  inquiry  when  up  before,  but  bad 
merely  risni  to  protest  against  any  increase  nf 
eompenealloo.  The  inquiry  be  thought  poper. 
Be  believed  snch  a  ebaage  might  be  devised  as 
would  economize  both  tbe  time  and  the  fondt  of 
the  nation. 

The  resotalton  waa  thai  agreed  to  wiifaent  op- 


pwitton ;  and  Messrs.  Joniiaoit,  of  Eentudty, 
WsBenn,  Pitkiii  ,  Jagksoh,  GbosvbkoB}  Tats^ 
McLiAir,  of  Ohio,  were  nppointed  tbe  committee. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

Tbe  amendment  of  tbe  Senate  to  tbe  bill  to  re- 
duce tbe  direct  tax  on  the  United  Slates  to  three 
millions,  and  continue  the  same  one  year,  waa 
taken  up  for  consideratloD. 

The  ameadment  made  by  the  Senate  wat 
merely  to  provi^  that  where  a  State  slmU  as- 
tame  tbe  parment  of  iti  quota  of  iho  direct  talt 
and  shall  fail  to  pay  it,  then  tbe  Beeretaiy  of  thn 
Treasury  shall  direct  tbe  United  Slates  oflleeia 
to  proceed  to  assess  and  collect  tbe  same. 

Mr.  STANToan  moved  to  amend  t|^e  amend- 
ment by  plaeia^  in  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States  a  diseretKmary  pow«r  to  sospnd  the  assess^ 
ment  in  the  cases  rwerred  to,  if  in  bis  opinion  It 
idionld  be  found  expedient. 

This  motion  was  opposed  W  Mr.  RANnoLM 
and  Mr.  JAeuow,  and  rqeetea  wltbont  a  ToiM 
in  iu  favor. 

Mr.  Hanson,  then,  after  stating  his  objeetione 
to  tbe  bill  beeaase  it  had  not  been  modifieid  ia  the 
Senate,  as  he  hoped,  into  the  form  of  a  pCRii» 
nent  tax,  in  which  sha|>e  only  It  eould  be  exten- 
sively useful  to  the  nuten,  moved  (with  a  viw 
to  repeal  the  direei  tax  in  toto)  to  postpone  thfa 
bill  lodefittiieiy,  and  thweon  demanded  the  yew 
and  nays. 

Tbe  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  wlt^ 
out  debate,  as  foUovrs : 

YiAS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Baylies,  Boas,  Bradbary, , 
Brown,  Cbam^n,  Ooldsboioagb,  Grasveaor,  Han, 
Hanson,  Hopkinson,  Jowetl,  King  of  MaaacbasstlBb 
Laagdon,  Lewis,  Ljon,  Marsh,  Mason,  Noyss,  Pkfatf 
ing,  PUkin,  RaadoMi,  Seed,  Smifb  of  Pennivlvaaiai 
Straaib  StareeiL  TaUmadge,  Tate.  Teaa,  WebaMTr 
Wheaton,  and  wOeox— 38. 

Nazs — Messrs.  Adgata,  Alexander,  Baker,  BvbonTf 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Betts.  Blouot,  Bredun- 
ridge,  Brooki,  Bornside,  Cady,  Calhoun,  CamKm* 
Chappell,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Carolins,  Claifc  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  CloptOB,  Comstock,  Condict,  Con- 
ner, Cooper,  Crawford,  Ureigbton,  Oulpeper,  Cutbbeit, 
DariingtOD,  Davenport  Deriia,  Edwards,  Forney,  For- 
syth, Gaston,  Ghwdwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hsnunond,  Har- 
ffin,  Hnres,  Henderson,  Hnger,  Hulbert,  Hnngerford, 
loghui,  Irviiv  of  New  York,  Jaeksm,  Jtdmson  iA  Vif^ 
g^a,  Johnson  oTKentael^t  Krat,  Kerr  of  Vvnnia, 
King  of  North  Can4nu,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  L^l** 
Hat^y,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKae,  McLean,  Ken- 
tucky, McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Mibior,  Moore,  Nd- 
■on  of  Massachnaetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton* 
Omuby,  Pania,  Piper,  Powell,  Robertoon.  Root.  Ros^ 
SaTBge,  Bharpe,  Sheflby,  Smith  of  MMyland,  Saiitbef 
Vimnia,  Soutbard.  8tanfi»d,  Taggart,  Tsui,  Taylor, 
of  New  Ti^  Telftir,  T^omaa^  Townsend,  Taekar, 
Wallace,  Wwd,  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersaj, 
Wendorer.  Whiteside,  Wilde,  Williams,  Willoai^, 
Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wlbtni,  and  Woodward* 
101. 

Mr.  Randolph  then,  after  disclaimiog  an^  dii- 

Eoeition  to  emlmrrass  or  delay  the  public  business 
y  the  motion,  moved  to  postpone  the  subject 
until  to-morrow,  but  subsequently  withdrew  hie 
motion  to  nuike  way  for  one  by  Mr.  Oabtoii. 
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Mr.  Qastoh  mored  that  the  bill,  as  it  was  r«- 
turned  from  the  Sraate,  should  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Wap  and  Means.  Notwith- 
staodiDg  he  was  in  favor  of  the  land  tax,  as  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  the  public  faith,  aod  to  perfect 
the  sfstem  of  taiatioa,  aod  had  hoped  that  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legulatare  would  have  been 
aUe  to  restore  the  bill  to  its  original  character ; 
vet,  as  the  system  had  been  broken  up  by  the 
limitation  of  the  tax  to  one  year,  aod  believing 
the  revenue  woidd  eventually  be  reduced  to  the 
actual  expenditures  of  the  country,  he  wished  the 
whole  subject  again  referred  to  the  committee 
which  originally  reported  it,  with  a  view  to  at- 
tempt the  entire  repeal  of  the  tax. 

Mr.  Lowndes  thought  the  motion  entirely  ir- 
tegular,  inasmuch  as  it  was  properly  imjpraetica- 
ble  to  recommit  a  bill  whoae  provisions  had  been 
assented  to  by  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 
He  sttbmiited  it  to  the  gentleman  himself,  as 
well  as  the  Speaker,  whether  such  a  course  was 
^per  aStet  the  bill  bad  reached  its  present  stage; 
and  if  any  amendment,  which  could  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  would  be 
in  order  after  the  principle  had  been  fully  acted 
a»  by  both  Houses. 

Mr.  Oaston,  in  reply,  said  it  was  perfectly  im- 
material whether  any  amendment  could  be  acted 
on  or  not.  The  motion  was  made  to  try  whether 
a  majority  of  the  House  wss  willing  to  repeal 
the  tax  altogether,  or  keep  it  oo  as  a  permanent 
tax ;  there  would  be  do  difficulty  in  finding  a  way 
of  carrying  their  decision  into  effect. 

Mr.  SsHFrST  avowed  himself  in  favor  of  a 
total  repeal  of  the  tax,  but  could  not  see  how  that 
objeet  could  be  efCseted  by  recommitting  the  bill } 
bannse  the  comndttee  could  report  no  amend- 
moit  which  could  with  propriety  be  acted  on. 
Both  Houses  iiave  agreed  that  a  lax  of  three 
miUtont  shall  be  imposed,  and  a  committee  of 
one  House  could  not  now  properly  recommend  a 
repeal  of  it.  Besides,  the  question  had  just  been 
tried  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  and  rejected 
by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUOB  likewise  detiired  a  repeal 
of  the  direct  tax,  if  it  could  be  done  cooaistently 
with  the  obligations  of  the  Government.  There 
were  various  modes,  he  eaid,  by  which  the  object 
could  be  yet  effected,  and  amongst  them  the  mo- 
tion to  recommit  was  perfectly  regular ;  for  if  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  should,  on  re- 
eoaslderation,  think  the  tax  was  unnacesiary, 
they  eonld  re]iort  such  propositions  as  would  ef- 
fiKt  a  repeal. 

Mr.  Habdik  had  been  in  favor  of  an  entire  re- 
peal of  the  land  tax;  but,  not  being  able  to  get 
that,  had  favored  the  smallest  amount  proposed. 
He  could  say  with  confidence,  that  three-fourihs 
(tf  the  Senators  who  voted  against  the  tax,  did  so 
because  it  was  not  made  permanent;  aod  if  we 
lose  this  bill,  said  he,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  be  sad- 
dled with  n  tax  of  six  millions.  Who  made  the 
present  motion  1  A  gentleman  in  favor  of  a  per* 
manent  direct  tax.  This  excited  his  suspicions; 
and  fearing  that  the  repeal  of  the  tax  could  not 
|w  now  e£cted,  he  should  vote  against  the  mo- 


tion to  recMamit  the  bill.  In  &et,  he  eonridend 
the  motion  not  in  order ;  but,  if  the  gentleau 
would  propose  to  effect  the  repeal  in  any  othv 
way,  he  would  go  with  him. 

Mr.  Gastok  again  explained  his  view  in  mak- 
ing the  motion,  which  was  simply  to  try  the  d(t> 
position  of  the  House ;  bnt  those  who  were  ii 
favor  of  repeal  were  averae  to  hia  motiou,  he 
would  withdraw  iL 

Mr.  RAMDOI.PH  then  renewed  his  motion  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table  until  tomorrow;  which 
was  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  63,  nays  67. 

Mr.  RAKnou>B  then  rose,  and  among  othir 
general  remarks  said,  therewas  no  qnestioo  more 
susceptible  of  proof  than  that  this  tax  of  three  aiU 
lions  was  not  wanted  for  any  purpose  of  finance; 
aod  bad  no  doubt  it  would  be  allowed,  although 
insisted  on  now,  to  terminate  with  the  next  ses- 
sion. If^  however,  it  was  determined  to  raise  the 
amount  contemplated,  he  trusted  the  House  wntU 
not  persist  in  the  praient  mode;  althoogb,  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  prefiared  the  land  tax,  when  oeeee* 
sary,  to  any  other  internal  tax.  But,  mnch  as  he 
was  opposed  to  loans,  he  would  rather  authorize 
the  Government  to  borrow  these  three  miUions 
than  vex  the  people  with  such  a  tax  for  one  year 
only.  After  smne  further  remarks  on  the  impro- 
priety of  the  present  polioy  of  the  majority  in  re- 
gard to  large  expenditures,  dbc.,  he  nraved  that 
the  bill  be  laid  on  (he  table;  that  measures  might 
be  taken  in  concert  with  the  Senate  fat  a  total 
repeal  of  the  direct  lax. 

This  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative—ayn 
63,  nays  67. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  the  amendment  ff 
the  Senate.  The  bill  is  therefore  passed. 

ICATIO^TAL  BANK. 
The  House  r»olved  iuelf  into  a  Coiamitleeof 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  swh 
scribers  to  the  National  Bank- 
Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  oiU 
of  the  sixth  section  the  words  "  Treasury  notes," 
as  forming  a  coostituent  part  of  the  Governoeat 
subscriptions  to  the  bank,  the  effect  of  wnKk 
amendment  would  be  to  limit  the  mode  of  pay- 
ment of  the  subscription  to  stock  and  specie. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Siirr", 
assented  to  by  Mr.  Calhouh,  and  0[^oeed  bf 
Mr.  HoPEtHBOH}  and  than  acceed  towtthoata 
division.  .  . 

.  Mr.  Smith  then  moved  further  to  amend  tAe 
aune  section  by  making  the  anaount  of  the  snr« 
reserved  to  the  GoTernment  reeeivaUe  in  atoct 
bearing  an  interest  of  five  instead  of  six  per  cent., 
with  the  view  abo  of  providing  subseqoenily  tw 
the  whole  subscription  of  the  Government  snau 
be  made  on  the  Isi  of  January,  1817,  insieaa  oi 
being  paid  in  instalments,  at  distant  dates. 

After  some  objection  on  the  part  of^r.  "S  • 
8TBR,  the  motion  was  agreed  to— ayes  63,  noe»  • 
The  bill  was  subsequently  »"«*^**L*5LSia- 
make  its  provisions  correspond  with  theiW" 
ing  amendments. 

After  the  adoption  of  some  other  amrt"*""* 
involving  no  principle— 
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llr.  PxTCW  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  teoth 
seetioa  to  maeh  as  gijn  to  the  PiesideDt  and 
Senate  the  power  of  appointiag  five  dimetors  of 
the  banlt. 

This  motion  wascupported  bjr  Messrs.  Pitkin, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Hopkinsoh,  McKbb. 
H-Josa,  Bhepht,  Roas,  and  Obostbnob  ;  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Cal- 

HODN,  TOCKEB,  and  ROBEKTSOH. 

The  reporter  can  only  generalize  the  argument. 
On  the  offe  hand,  it  was  said  this  eontrot  over 
the  bank  would  be  an  engine  in  the  hands  of  the 
QoTernment  whioh  mi^l  be  used  in  a  manner 
daogcroos  to  the  best  interests  of  tho  country ; 
that  this  ii»iure  would  be  pernicious  to  thein- 
teresU  of  the  bank,  which  would  be  best  managed 
'  without  the  interference  of  the  QoTcmment } 
that  the  reservation  of  this  power  would  be  of  no 
advantage  to  the  Government,  (except  that  it 
would  tend  to  increase  Executive  patronage,  al- 
ready much  too  extensive,)  as  every  necessary 
investigation  could  be  made  into  the  state  of  the 
iostiiuiion,  without  the  aid  of  this  power;  that 
the  Oovcmment  would  have  quite  as  much  in- 
flence  over  the  bank  as  it  ought  to  have,  without 
this  power  baiog  given  to  it;  that  the  principle 
would  be  most  odious  to  moneyed  men,  and  of 
such  an  inquisitorial  c^racter  as  would  deter 
many  of  out  most  respectable  citizens  from  em- 
barking in  the  institniionj  &e,  Ou  the  other 
hand,  it  was  contended  by  gentlaoani  in  fitvor  of 
{Raining  the  provisioii,  that  it  was  necessary  as 
well  to  guard  the  pnlmc  interest,  as  to  secure  a 
just  administration  of  the  afiairs  of  the  bank  as 
larded  the  public,  that  a  proportion  of  the  di- 
rection should  be  appointed  by  the  Gtoveroment ; 
that  it  was  certainly  not  unfair  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  stand  on  a  footing  with  the  indivi- 
dual stockholders,  by  having  a  share  in  the  direo- 
tiott  of  the  bank ;  that  such  a  feature  existed  in 
the  charters  of  many  Sute  banking  institntions, 
and  was  not  abused  as  far  as  was  Icnowa  ;  that 
this  power  could  not  be  dangerous  either  to  the 
bank  of  the  nation,  as  the  twenty  directors  ap- 
pointed  by  the  individuals  would  alwaya  be  com- 
petent to  control  the  five  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  some  Stale  banks  were  cited,  in  which 
the  State  possessed  an  entire  control,  from  which 
no  diaadvanfage  bad  been  realized ;  and  as  the 
selection  by  the  Government  in  this  case  would 
eertaialy  be  made  with  a  reference  to  the  wealth 
tnd  respectability  ol'  the  persons  chosen,  no  abuse 
ought  to  be  anticipated,  any  more  than  it  could 
SQcceed  if  attempted. 

Before  deeidins  the  question,  the  Committee 
tose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sii  a^in. 

Toes  DAT,  March  5. 
Mr.  Wabd,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  merchants  of  Bostoo,  interested 
as  owners  and  shippers  in  certain  vessels  which 
have  sailed  since  the  peace  for  British  ports  in 
the  East  Indies,  praf  ing  that  the  provisions  of 
the  proposed  new  tariff  daties,  as  r^ards  the  im- 
portation of  cotton  goods  from  India  may  not  be 


extended  to  such  goods  as  may  arrive  under 
orders  sent  out  in  said  vessels,  or  that  such  pro* 
visions  may  be  adopted  as  will  protect  them 
against  the  evils  of  which  they  complain. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Mr.  MiLNOB  presented  a  petition  of  U.  P.  Levy, 

E raying  a  remuneration  of  expenses  incurred  by 
im  in  prosecuting  and  bringing  to  justice  a  band 
of  pirates. 

Mr.  MiDDLBTON  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Philip  Wilhemi,  a  citizen  of  the  United  State*, 
praying  permission  to  import  from  the  Weat 
Indies  a  number  of  negro  staves,  the  property  of 
the  petitioner.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Easton  presented  a  petition  of  John  P. 
Maxwell  and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell,  praying  to  be 
permitted  to  inherit  a  landed  estate  of  which  their 
uncle  died  possessed,  leaving  no  other  heirs  in 
America,  which  they  are  prevented  from  doing  be- 
cause they  were  not  citizens  of  the  United  States 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  their  said  uncle, 
although  they  were  in  the  United  States  and 
gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  become  citizens 
thereof  previous  to  that  event.— Referred  to  the 
Commitee  on  Public  Lauds. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON,  from  a  select  committee,  re- 
ported a  Ull  for  the  relief  of  BiUe  Societies  in  the 
United  States;  (exempting  from  duty  all  plates, 
dbc.  imported  for  saeh  soeietiee;)  which  was 
twice  read  and  eommiued. 

On  modon  of  Mr.  Bastoh,  the  Committee  on 
the  Poblic  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  surveyor  of  lands  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GouMBoaoncm,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before 
this  House  a  statement,  showing  the  ralnation  of 
real  property  and  slaves,  In  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
and  in  each  county  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  the 
qoota  or  amount  of  direct  ux  apportiooed  lo  the 
said  city  and  each  of  the  said  counties,  and  the 
rate  of  tax  on  the  one  hundred  dollars  assessed 
property,  agreeably  to  the  valuation  and  appcw- 
ttonment  made  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  diuies,"  passed  July  32, 1813,  and  the  act 
entitled  "An  aet  to  Uy  and  collect  a  diraet  tax 
within  the  United  States,"  passed  Aucust  3d, 
1813  J  and  a  sraiilar  statement  of  the  valuauoo, 
araortiooment,  and  rate  of  tax  under  the  act  en* 
titled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defrayii^  the  expenses  of  Government  aiid  mam- 
uining  the  pnblic  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  flie  United  States,  and  to  provide 
sing  and  collecting  the  same,"  passed  on  the  wh 
of  .  Jaanary,  1815;  so  as  to  exhibit  a  compara- 
tive view  of  the  valuation,  apportiownent,  aiid 
rate  of  tax  in  the  said  city  and  each  of  the  said 
counties,  under  the  several  acu  above-menlimwd; 
also,  the  oaroes  of  the  principal  asMasors  within 
the  said  State  for  the  year  1816,  and  theconntiaa 
embraced  within  their  resoecuve  districu,  and 
such  further  statement  of  the  transactions  of  the 
board  of  principal  assessors  witbm  the  aatd  State, 
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n  leported  to  the  Treasory  Department,  as  will 
ifaow  what  chaDges,  if  any,  have  been  nada  by 
them  in  the  relaiiTe  valoation  of  property  in  anv 
of  the  said  eonnties,  and  the  principles  on  whieb 
they  hare  {woeeeded  ia  performing  ihedntieB  re* 
qoiredof  then  by  the  net  last  aboTe*mentioDed. 

A  messaffe  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honae 
that  the  Sinule  have  passed  ike  bill  "making 
appropriations  for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
foriha  year  1816^" with  ameadments;  and  they 
iMTe  passed  a  bill  "fbr  the  relief  of  Edward 
Wilson;  also,  a  bill  "to  increase  the  pebsion  of 
William  Monday}"  in  which  am«ndmeeis  and 
bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of! 
B*dward  Wilson,"  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
(ba  Cmimiltee  oo  the  Public  Lands. 

Th«  bill  from  the  StDato  ■*  to  iMmse  the  pen- 
lioB  of  WtlUam  MnodBy,**  was  read  ivice  and 
eommltietf  to  a  Commitieo  of  the  Whole. 

The  HoQs«  took  op  the  Mnendmeats  proposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  making  appropriations 
fnr  ordnance  BBd  ordnance  stores,  for  the  year 
ICl^"  which  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
nitiee  of  Way*  «iid  Means. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  tbm  again  rcsolTed  itself  into  a 
CownitMe  of  the  Whole,  on  the  National  Bank 
bill }  the  qaestion  to  strike  ont  the  provmon  gif 
ing  to  the  President  and  Senate  the  power  of 
appetnting  five  of  the  direcAors,  being  still  under 
•ODsfderatioD. 

On  this  question  th«  dabaie  was  resBaaed  and 
ooMiaaed  to  a  late  hoar,  baforo  the  dodaion 
tookpUee.  The  MntloBaen  who  wtpported  the 
asRadmaDt  wan  ltam>  Qunou  ana  Pieataa- 
ma;  and  those  who  opposed  It,  were  BSeaan. 
Wiua,  Tbltaib,  Wbiobt,  Clat,  Cauioun,  ud 
Feaarra.  The  grooad  taken  was  sBbtMntially 
the  sanse  aa  that  already  stated,  but  illastrated 
and  enfotced  by  various  argumeats,  which  gare 
ma  oh  interest  to  the  debate. 

Ia  the  course  of  the  day  an  Unendnent  was 
adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Condiot,  to  coofiae  th* 
selection  of  directors  to  be  made  by  the  President 
and  Senate,  to  persons  holding  stock  in  the  bank. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  MsTyland,  an 
MMfldment  was  also  adopted,  to  prevent  more 
thaa  threo  of  the  direotors  appointed  by  the 
PmUeat  aed  Senate  from  bclag  taken  from  any 
on  Slate. 

The  maio  ooestioB  was  at  leagih  oikea,  about 
i  o^ekiek,  ob  Mr.  Pima^a  notion  to  ezalate  the 
Gvmoioeat  from  the  appoialneot  ef  any  of  the 
dirajtors,  and  deoided  in  the  iiegatiTe~-fi>r  tbe 
aaaendment  64,  against  it  79. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  following  are  the  only  reraaiks  which  we 
have  beea  enabled  to  find  on  the  above  question. 

Mr.  FoaaTTB  said,  he  was  one  of  those  who 
was  unfarcunate  enengfa  to  atuch  great  impor- 
tance to  that  part  of  uic  plan  of  the  bank  which 
was  intended  to  be  altered  by  the  motion  of  the 
gtatlamws  from  CoBueetient.  At  the  last  sessiott 


of  Congiess  be  had  in  nia  endeai^d  to  eoa- 
Tiace  the  mettben  composing  it,  of  the  neeesnly 
of  retaining  such  an  infinence  over  the  maau^ 
ment  of  the  institution.  The  honorable  geBlle- 
man  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gabtob)  had  aog- 
gested,  that  the  oppositioa  to  the  ameodmeBt pro- 
posed came  from  the  Treasury  D^rtmeat,  or 
from  the  Executive.  He  begged  leave  to  assnn 
him,  that  the  reeommendatioo  or  epiniOB  of  the 
Department,  or  of  the  President,  was  not  the  fotrad- 
ation  of  his  belief  of  the  necessity  of  this  measnrp. 
Although  he  did  not  expect  to  satisfy  others  who 
diSered  with  him,  of  the  iocorreotoess  of  their 
views  of  the  sBbieet,  he  did  hope  to  be  able  n 
show  at  least  plausible  reasons  in  favor  of  his 
own.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  he  had  tit. 
honor  lo  advocate,  with  a  real  arising  from  a 
thorough  eoBviotioB  of  the  aeoessitr  of  the  meas- 
ure, the  cslabUshamt  of  a  bank  differing  from 
the  present,  heeaose  it  imposed  an  obtigatioa  to 
make  a  large  loan  to  Government,  ue  had  to 
regret  that  the  ability  with  which  that  datr  was 
discharged  was  not  eqaal  to  his  zeal,  ana  still 
more,  that  his  exertions  were  not  erownedwitb 
sQceess.  It  woold  have  produced  at  least  one 
good  ^ect— -this  dfsenssion  would  have  ben 
avoided,  and  the  time  occupied  in  it  might  han 
have  been  asefblly  employed  on  a  difbreat  sub- 
ject. This  plan  failed,  for  causes  which  it  was 
unnecessary  to  trace,  and  its  failure  was  rendered 
comparatively  unimportant  b^  the  restoration  of 
peace.  He  did  not  believe,  with  some  gentlemen, 
that  this  measure  was  bow  necessary.  The  ne- 
cessity for  it  had  ceasedk  It  was  no  longer  eises- 
tial,  lint  it  was  both  pcdttie  and  prudent  to  ado^ 
ic  If  it  fails,  no  daageroai  Goaseqaeaces  vnR 
Tcsalt  from  Its  failure.  He  sfaonld  sorvive  the 
shock,  although  this  bill  should  follow  its  prede* 
eessor  to  the  tomb.  The  body  politic  was  ob- 
structed by  a  diseased  circulation,  but  time  woatl 
fiimish  a  nealiog  remedy,  although  the  appUa* 
tlon  of  this  panacea  should  be  rejected  by  the 
State  physicians.  Mr.  F.  said,  he  did  not  wist 
to  be  uaderstood  as  recommeading  the  establish- 
ment of  any  bank  as  prudent  and  politic ;  it  va> 
not  a  bank,  but  a  bank  of  a  peculiar  cbaracier 
which  was  required.  We  bad  banks  enough  si- 
read^ ;  they  rose  like  mushrooms  from  every  bo^• 
bed  m  the  country;  it  was  not  a  moneyed  btaK 
only— a  bank  exclusively  regulated  by  the  mo- 
neyed interest,  and  governed  by  the  jealoiwfi 
avarice,  or  factious  views  of  moneyed  mff),e>ps- 
We  of  being  made  the  instrument  of  " 
designing  combinations,  to  cramp  your  resoorceSt 
and  destroy  your  capacity  to  man  either  Pf"''*" 
nent  or  temporary  loans— It  must  be  s  bank  hav- 
ing a  national  charactar,  regulated  bv  the  nationsi 
interest,  and  under  the  influeaee  of  the  db1iobs< 
councils.  If  it  was  not  of  this  c'^*"**^' 
ure  or  success  was  indifi'erent  to  him-  » '"iftn 
to  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  we  oofOi  » 
have  an  interest  in  the  proposed  iosUtaiios-  .^^ 
was  admitted,  too,  that  we  ought  to  "J?  ' .  jn, 
flueoee,  and  the  dispute  was  between  a 
floence  by  the  appojatment  of  directofjh  *V"J__, 
direct  inflnenee  by  the  operation  of  th« 
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mtem.  It  would  sot  beilifieiilt  to  demoastrate, 
that  w  iodireet  influeaee  woold  be  aUogexber-io* 
anffieieat.  Your  Mreo  nullioBB  of  iatereet  in  tha 
cajittal  giTca  yoa  bo  power,  aoless  it  it  oonpled 
with  the  authoritf  to  appoint  a  portion  of  the  d»* 
fccton.  This,  it  is  said,  musi  not  begirea,  be* 
eanee  yeo  hare  B^plo  ioflaeaee  hy  means  of  yonr 
nvmmuytltm.  WhatdifiereocewillhejurcRhieed 
1^  th«attaUishmeiu  of  tbis  new  plan?  Will 
dirtet  inflaance  orer  it  be  greater  'tbmn  ont  the 
Siste  institaiioiM  ?  Yo«  may  withhold  your  de> 
poaiaaa  j  n  jtm  may  itom  tha  Blaie  banu ;  you 
nMf  rcfaaa  lo  receire  iu  paper  in  paymeat  of 
taits  or  imposts;  yoa  may  raAm  the  paper  of 
the  Siata  banks;  jaa  may  tax  either  at  yosr 
pbaaarc.  After  this  ^aa  is  pcrfeelcdi  aaanl* 
■aat  of  the  charier  is  for  tweaty  years  as  com* 
plctely  beyond  your  authority  as  the  annihiiatlen 
of  the  Stale  banks,  The  sola  diflbrance  ts,  tbat 
at  the  oad  of  twenty  years  the  Bank  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted  SlatcB  will  be  deinndent  on  yoa  for  a  renewal 
b£  its  eharter,  while  the  State  baaks  look  only  to 
the  State  Lc^tslatares.  Your  power,  then,  ever 
the  present  baoks  is  equally  great  with  your  power 
onr  tbe  one  proposed.  An  honomble  gcntlaman 
from  New  York  (Mr,  GaoavBHOa)  has  told  yoa, 
Mid  traly  lold  yon,  that  when  you  tbreacen  the' 
Slata  banks  ifaiey  laugh  at  your  tkrcatt-^wfacn 
yea  mmaee  the^  tbey  menaea  yen  ha  tiva.  If 
a  OMre  kwal  iasiitatun  eanwii  be  beneleudiy 
oaatroUad  by  yoar  iajdiract  tefiaeaae,  bow  eao 
fou  expect  to  allect  an  institotion  extending 
thtoDgb  the  whole  community,  whicb  eombiaes 
the  gnat  moDaycd  eaftttal  of  all  tha  Stutt  into 
oae  solid  eeluma  of  power?  It  seems,  hewmr, 
to  be  imagined,  a  direct  eoaciol  is  unoceessarr. 
The  keen  magnetic  sense  of  tbe  directors  will  al- 
ways isdaee  them  to  porsue  their  own  iaterest, 
and  tbeir  interest  will  always  produce  a  oompli- 
aaee  with  the  reasonable  wisfaes  of  tbe  Gorern- 
mnt.  Tbis  sense  was  too  magnetic  for  Mr.  F.'s 
laate ;  it  pojulcd  with  unerring  polarity  to  self, 
aad  tbe  geaenl  interest,  when  in  conflict  with 
sdf-inierest,  did  not  ]Wodaee  eren  a  Tibratioa  of 
tha  noodle.  Betides^  there  was  sucb  a  thing  as 
tha  sacittae  of  peeaniary  to  poiitiaal  iaterest  or 
paity  poliey.  This  lastitatioa  might,  in  the 
coarse  of  tme,  fkll  into  the  baiids  u  men  wbo 
woald  think  it  immoral  and  criminal  to  loan  tbeir 
money  for  the  necessary  purposes  of  Oovernmeal. 
What  woold  be  the  situation  of  the  country  in 
saob  an  event,  at  a  time  whea  this  institution  for- 
■isbcd  the  great  mass  of  the  medium  of  eircnla- 
tioal  It  was  to  guard  against  snob  an  eveat  an 
immediate  agency  in  tbe  direetion  was  necessary ; 
there  was  a  greater  probability  of  fiadiog  sight 
reasonable  and  virtuous  men  out  of  twenty,  than 
thirteen  out  of  twenty-five.  Mr.  F.  regretted  tbat 
tbe  number  of  directors  to  be  appointed  by  Gov- 
munent  was  not  greater ;  and  also  tbe  amend- 
mcttt  whieb  prevented  the  Piendent  from  ap- 
pointing more  than  three  at  the  seat  of  the  mother 
Bank;  but  he  sajmesed  Im  moat  be  satisied  with 
it  as  it  stood,  as  there  was  little  hope  of  obtaiaioff 
mora.  It  waa  objected,  however,  that  moneyed 
MM  woald  aat  libi  tha  iDtrodvetieB  of  tUs  direct 
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iofltteoee.  ISiis  was  perfectly  natural.  Moneyed 
men  have  no  objection  to  manage  your  funda  for 
their  benefit,  bot  have  no  desire  to  admit  jroar  io- 
flaence  in  tbe  management  of  theirs.  Bat  mil 
tbe  introduction  of  this  principls  prevent  the  sub- 
scription of  the  cspital  from  being  filled  1  No 
gentleman  bad  or  would  venture  to  predict  such 
an  e^t.  Tfacy  will  no  doabt  make  wry  faocs^ 
bat  tbe  bitter  piU  woald  be  swallowed  if  it  was 
wdl  gilded.  Armoents  had  been  owed  against 
this  part  of  the  plan,  fonaded  npon  toe  snppoa^ 
lion  that  impraper  appoiatments  would  be  nude^ 
The  President  and  eenate  bad  not  the  same  in^ 
formation  to  enable  them  to  choose  proper  direo- 
tors.  Stoekbolders  were  better  judges  of  tbe  ne- 
cessary qualifications  of  directors.  Corrupt  men 
would  sotioit  and  procure  these  appointments  for 
improper  purposes.  Gveat  injury  would  restQt  lo 
tbe  baali  from  tbeir  saeoess.  They  woald  pi>> 
onrs  6fT  tbemsdres  and  friends  aeeommodatioas 
to  which  they  were  not  entitled.  A  digbt  exam- 
iDBtiott  of  these  argtnnents  would  show  their  fal- 
lacy. Intelligeoca  aad  integrity  ware  the  quali- 
fications required  in  directors.  The  suae  atnl^r 
existed  to  ascertain  who  possessed  them,  for  tbu 
as  for  aU  other  offices.  The  President  and  Ben- 
ate  can  commfand  or  procure  the  most  aoourale 
ittfbrmatioa  of  the  character  of  persons  wtw  are 
thooght  of  for  tfaase  ai^intmants,  iirom  every 
seme  to  whicb  it  amy  be  neetssary  to  apa^.  v 
Is  it  not  passing  strange  that  a  man,  who  naa 
raked  up  aMoe^  from  every  keanel  into  whd^ 
he  may  have  dipped  bis  fingers,  is,  from  tbatcit* 
ottmstance,  a  better  judge  of  the  proper  person 
for  a  director  than  the  President  and  Benata; 
tbat  a  Biapld  fdlow,  wbo  has  blundered  into  a 
fortone  in  New  Orleans  or  Providence,  ahanld  be 
able  to  procare  better  information  of  tne  ofaarae- 
ter  aad  circnmsianoeB  of  iadividualB  than  tbe Pres- 
idut  residing  at  Washington,  aad  tbe  Senators 
coming  from  tbe  seveeal  States.  These  men, 
however,  wbo  intend  to  swindle  the  bank,  will 
worm  themselves  into  tbe  good  graces  of  the  Pre» 
ideal,  and  receive  ^ammotuMnt.  After  thmr 
appointment,  paper  will  be  diaeovaled  baTing their 
names  upon  it,  which  oaghtnotte  be  diseoantad. 
bceKDsa  tiu  axteeaie  ddieacy  of  the  other  direa- 
ton  will  aot  permit  tbam  to  object  to  It.  This 
morbid  doHcacy,  too,  is  to  be  loand  in  penoas 
ohoien  by  (he  keco<<i^hted  individual  stoskhdti^ 
ers,  wbo  are  tha  best  judges  of  the  persons  com- 
petent to  manage  tbeir  concerns.  Snch  is  the 
argument.  It  sappom  bA\j  in  the  Preaideot  aad 
Senate  who  auike  tbe  appointments ;  corruption 
in  bbe  perscms  seeking  to  be  appointed;  and  st«* 
piditjr  and  eriminality  in  the  other  directors,  m 
permitting  this  fotly  and  oorroptioa  of  tbe  choos- 
ers and  tbe  chosen  to  injure  the  institatioa. 

Mr.  F.  asked,  what  advantages  eonU  be  de- 
rived from  this  mstimtioa  if  this  amcadment  pre- 
vails,  whuih  could  not  be  ptodaeed  through  th» 
agency  <^  the  Slate  banks  ^  It  it  admitted  that 
tbe  great  object  of  this  bill,  tbe  restomtion  o£tp9- 
<ie  pnrauat^  might  be  efibetcd  by  a  riipamis  sfa- 
tem  of  mcaaores  against  the  State  instiialiatti; 
Mr.  F.  ni^  he  did  not  foal  tbat  indig&atioa 
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■gaiDtt  the  State  banks  for  stopping  the  parraent 
of  sjpeeie,  whieh  had  been  expressed  by  others. 
Hta  iDdignation  had  been  so  tborooghlv  exhaasl- 
ed  apon  the  smnwlers  of  English  goods,  and  the 
eash  dealers  in  British  Government  bills  for  the 
use  of  the  Canadian  army,  that  be  had  none  left 
for  the  banks  who  bad  loaned  their  notes  to  their 
own  QoTemment,  who,  in  conseqnence  of  an  ex- 
traocdinary  emission  of  their  paper,  had  been  un* 
der  the  necessity  of  dishonoring  it.  He  wasnot, 
however,  the  apologist  of  the  banks  for  withhold* 
ing  specie  payments  since  the  restoration  of 
peace.  It  was,  however,  certain,  that  no  one 
rank  coold,  without  ruin,  resnme  the  payment  of 
specie.  The  resumption  mast  be  simulianeoas. 
He  had  no  objection  to  any  system  which  should 
induce  the  banks  to  perform  their  obligaticns  in 
this  regard  to  the  community ;  but  he  protested 
a^nst  the  emelty  and  injustice  of  any  rigoroos 
measures  whieh  should  compel  them  immedlatety 
tither  to  aell  their  GoTernment  stocks  or  to  cur* 
tail  their  diseonnis.  It  was  saying  to  these  banks, 

Joo  have  loaned  as  too  mneh  of  your  paper ;  yon 
BV«  made  too  much  money  oat  of  the  Qeoeral 
Qovernment ;  your  paper  has,  Indeed,  performed 
the  irifliog  service  of  carrying  us  triumphantly 
through  a  dangerous  conflict,  but  we  are  not  now 
in  want  of  a  lurtber  accommodation ;  you  must 
take  in  your  paper;  you  most  sell  your  stock; 
yon  must  disgorge  your  gains;  you  must  resnme 
yoar  specie  payments.  And  what  will  be  the 
consequence  of  all  this  1  They  are  forced  to  sell 
their  stocdc;  it  goes  into  market,  and  its  price  is 
depressed.  Are  you  in  a  situation  to  buy — to  take 
adVantaie  of  this  di^forging  of  their  unrighteous 
gaiasi  Far  from  it;  you  eaunot  be  beBultted— 
TOn  eaunot  enter  as  a  competitor  into  the  market. 
And  who  are  the-gainers  by  this  system  of  rigor  7 
The  bard-mooey  men,  who  withhold  their  money 
in  the  hour  of  your  necessity  and  peril ;  who  com- 
bined together  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  your 
loans.  Sir.  F.  begged  the  House,  if  these  Mub 
were  to  be  pnniabed,  to  wait  until  the  Qovern- 
ment, who  bad  been  the  sufferer,  should  be  pre- 
pared to  take  adranuge  of  their  punishment.  At 
all  events,  to  be  so  cautious  in  their  casiigatioo,  that, 
in  punishing  puny,  petty  speculation,  they  do  not 
reward  the  vilest  of  all  gamblers,  those  who  staked 
their  money  against  the  safety  of  your  empire ; 
who  sought  to  destroy  you  by  cramping  your  re- 
agntccs;  who  sought  to  beggar  the  country,  tbal 
an  Administration  might  be  mined. 

Mr.  TiLTAi B  observed,  that  the  oreat  eaose  of 
differaaee  of  opinion  on  this  question,  seemed  to 
ariae  from  a  mieapprehension  of  those  who  advo- 
cated the  amendment,  as  to  the  primary  objects 
Ibr  which  this  institution  is  designed.  Gentle- 
men aitfue  as  though  the  moving  cause  for  the 
esubUshment  of  a  National  Bank  was  the  inter- 
est of  the  individuals  who  may  become  snlwcrib- 
ers,  and  that  the  Government  has  but  one  interest, 
and  that  is,  theattatnment  of  the  highest  possible 
bonus. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  mast  be  permitted 
totally  to  differ  from  those  woo  are  disposed  to  de- 
^ethe  Government  of  all  participation  in  its  di- 1 
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reetiim.  DtdldeemitpraetteaUetomanafesadi 
an-iatiitutioB  without  greator  liabiHtics  to  toh 
ruption  of  its  principles,  I  should  most  decidedly 
prefer  one  whose  stock  was  exclusively  the  prop- 
erty of  the  nation.  But  it  requires  no  great  po- 
litical sagacity,  end  but  ordinary  ezimienee  to 
ascertain,  that  those  institutions  whieh  derire 
their  principje  of  actian  from  private  iaterest,tn 
more  active  in  pursuit  of  their  object,  more  vigt* 
lant  in  the  detection  of  error,  and  more  likely  to 
prosper,  than  those  which  derive  their  impulse 
from  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  have  in  eoDtem- 
plation  solely  the  public  good.  Private  interest 
IS  ever  more  active,  more  vigilant,  more  pervs4- 
ing,  more  alive  to  its  object,  than  national;  whieb 
is  more  sluggish,  because  its  direction  is  towardi 
remote  or  general  good,  less  qulcksighted,  beeust 
its  instinct  is  not  so  stnuig. 

This  institution  is  designed  not  merely  to  faUl 
the  ordinary  purpose*  of  banks  of  diaeonnt ;  it  as- 
pires to  great  national  objects ;  it  eontemplaies  a 
restoration  of  the  Intimate  currency  of  the  coae- 
iry ;  its  end  is  to  give  an  uniform  and  valuable 
medium  to  the  whole  empire  ;  its  design  b  to  fa- 
cilitate the  fiscal  opemtions  of  the  Treasury  De* 
partment.  It  is,  in  one  word,  to  restore  to  tbii 
Government  the  rightful  and  Constitutional  con- 
trol over  the  national  medium,  which  is  vested  in 
every  civilized  Government,  and  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  vested  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  when  to  it  was  assignea  the  supervisorsbip 
of  the  Mint  establishment.  These  are  the  pri- 
mary and  essential  objects  of  its  oreatioa;  from 
the  attainment  of  these  great  objects,  certainlf, 
benefits  flow  to  every  class  of  the  oommaaity; 
bat  ezeluaive  beneflts  are  designed  by  none,  stre 
so  mueh  as  may  ba  deemed  aeeeasary  to  Ibe  ob- 
tentioo  of  theae  ends,  aad  eoBformable  to  then 
results. 

According  to  these  views,  then,  the  interest  of 
the  stoekhcHders  is  not  to  be  considered  as  hold- 
ing a  priority  of  station  to  that  of  the  Ooven- 
ment;  on  the  contrary,  the  institution  is  to  be 
looked  upon  as  the  property  of  the  nation,  sod 
that  individaals  for  political  consideratioss.  riz.t 
because  their  aid  will  faciliutte,  or,  if  yon  pletse, 
is  necessary  to  participate  in  its  immediate  no- 
fits— that  cl»mcterizesthe  schemes  of  indiviaoal 
parsuit — that  while  its  capacities  and  controUisg 
power  be  national,  its  impulse,  iu  life  and-animi* 
tion,  shall  be  private  interest.  But  private  inter- 
estj  uarestrained,  naturally  produces  mueh  mi** 
chief.  I  have  admitted  that  a  banL  exelosiTely 
managed  by  the  Qovernment,  would  be  fspam 
to  a  corruption  of  its  principle ;  and  with  so  ainy 
facts  to  support  me,  while  casting  an  eye  upon 
the  numberless  banks  arotuid,  I  eerlainiy  shall 
not  be  charged  with  overweeiiiog  suspicion,  when 
asserting  tut  lianks,  too  exclusively  nuasged  br 
stockholders^  are  liable  to  become  insimmeDti « 
public  evil  from  the  invilatioBs  of  self-iotereri. 

The  true  policy  in  the  creation  of  a  bank,  tiiep, 
is  to  give  it  a  double  character— to  combise  ia  it 
the  elements  of  public  and  private  iaierest-'hut 
to  secure  to  the  former  a  control  over  tfae  latter ; 
for  the  Governmeat  which  creates  this  iasttntion 
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is  reipoDsible  for  its  ralfilroeDt  of  the  great  ob- 
jects of  its  creation ;  and  it  is  wiser  to  use  means 
of  precaution,  iban  to  rest  upon  ultimate  means 
of  severe  correction.  Bat  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  GastohJ  who  has  cer- 
tainly spoken  with  ability  on  this  subject,  is  satis- 
fied with  the  iocidental  powers  and  benefits  which 
the  GoverDroeDt  wotila  derive  from  this  bank. 
And  this  brings  me  to  two  objections  which  have 
been  urged— firs^  an  iodiaeriminate  dread  is  felt 
of  the  tnfiaeDce  of  the  GoTernment  over  this  in- 
■titation,  provided  it  participates  in  its  direction. 
In  what  way,  let  me  ask,  can  the  influence  of  the 
Government  be  injurious  ?  Is  it  presumable  that 
the  influence  of  the  Government  would  induce 
tbe  bank  to  loan  individuals  wbo  were  incapable 
of  repaying  the  debt?  Can  it  be  believed  that 
the  Qoverament  would  ever  descend,  by  its  in- 
fluence over  the  bank,  to  benefit  one  class  of  in- 
i  dividuals  by  loans,  while  it  oppresses  another  by 
i  refusing  to  extend  these  benefits?  Or  can  it  be 
imagined  that  the  Government,  which  is  so  deeply 
!  interested  tn  preserving  an  uutform  and  valuable 
currency,  would,  in  ordinary  circumstances,  in- 
duce the  bank  to  make  over  issue^  and  thereby 
eaase  a  depreciation  of  its  paper?  I  presume 
not;  thcw  are  appreheusioos  too  fimtastic  to  be 
ascribed  to  men  of  sense}  they  are  absurdities  too 

f;reat  for  them  to  ascribe  to  a  Oovemment  as  en- 
ightened  as  ours ;  but  if  they  mean  that  the  Gov- 
ernment, under  the  pressure  of  trying  emergen- 
cies, may  by  their  influence  induce  loans  from 
the  bank,  which  prudence  in  ordinary  times  would 
forbid  them  to  make,  I  shall  not  deny  the  proba- 
bility, but  must  be  permitted  to  answer  there  are, 
or  may  be  periods  during  a  nation's  travail,  when 
exertions  of  such  means  would  be  attended  with 
less  evil  than  a  want  of  money ;  and  as  this  objec- 
tion has  reference  to  an  extreme  case,  I  an  will- 
ing to  await  the  crisis.  But  their  second  objec- 
tion, which  is  not  a  Utile  inconsistent  with  the 
first,  is,  that  the  President  will  appoint  ignorant, 
inefficient,  and  needy  directors.  What  weight, 
then.eonld  these  directors  poasess?  But  let  us 
approach  this  objection  a  little  nearer,  and  look, 
it  in  the  face.  Why  is  the  presumption  indolced, 
that  the  President  will  be  thus  injudicious?  Has 
he  not  tbe  same  respectable  class  of  mercbaols 
from  whom  to  make  his  selection  as  tbe  stock* 
holders  have  ?  Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
any  President  would  be  willing  thus  to  commit 
his  fame  and  reputation ;  and,  if  sUeh  a  one  could 
be  found,  is  there  no  reliance  to  be  put  npon  the 
vigilance  of  tbe  Senate?  But  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  thinks  that  tbe  Government 
is  never  safe  in  trusting  its  money  concerns  in  the 
hinds  of  an  individual.  How  then,  Mr.  Cbair- 
nan,  is  any  nation  to  transact  its  financial  con- 
eerns— -does  our  Oovemment  not  daily  trust  io- 
diriduals  with  iu  money?  Is  it  not  obliged  to 
do  so  9  And  if  in  this  ease  it  did  not  trust  direc- 
tors a|>pointed  by  itself,  would  it  not  be  obliged 
exclusively  to  inut  those  appointed  by  the  stock- 
holders ?  If  the  gentleman's  ai;gument  is  carried 
« little  farther^  it  would  reeommend  the  system 
of  fittminf  the  reTenae  as  panned  in  Frasce,  ia- 
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stead  of  appointing  our  own  oflkers  to  collect  it. 
Our  policy,  in  collecting  the  dues  of  the  Govern- 
ment, has  been,  to  couple  the  interest  of  tbe  offi- 
cer with  our  own ;  be  derives  a  profit  or  per 
centage  upon  the  money  collected,  and  hence  tbe 
Etimulus  superadded  to  that  of  a  sense  of  duty. 
The  interest  of  this  bank  should  be  made  subser- 
vient to  the  interest  of  the  public,  of  the  people } 
and  hence  1  wish  for  some  control  in  iia  di- 
reetion. 

Mr.  Gaston  supported  tbe  amendmoit.  He 
concurred  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Finance  in  the  opinion  that  the  evils  which 
arose  from  the  irr^olar  and  depreciated  state  of 
the  currency  called  for  a  remedv — he  agreed  with 
him  that  they  affected  the  industry,  morals,  the 
probity,  and  tbe  public  faith  of  the  country— and 
he  added,  that  there  was  another  evil  which  no 
less  imperiously  demanded  tbe  attention  of  Gov- 
ernment, since  from  it  arose  the  greatest  facilihr 
of  committing  frauds  upon  tbe  revenue.  H!e 
stated  that  we  had  in  fact  three  kinds  of  currency ; 
one  worse  than  another;  and  in  all  of  which  dis- 
bursements were  made  and  tbe  same  voucher 
retained,  be  the  payment  made  in  which  currency 
it  might;  for  an  illnstratioa  of  this  he  referred  to 
a  particular  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury,  which  stated  that  Government  nad 
made  833,000  by  the  difierence  on  depreciated 
paper.    He  wonld  not,  be  said,  inquire  here 
whether  such  a  iransaeiion  was.  or  was  not  hon- 
orable to  Government,  nor  should  be  have  men- 
tioned it,  but  to  show  that  a  sum  of  no  less  an 
amount  than  $33^000  might  have  been  placed  in 
the  Treasury,  or  disposed  of  in  any  other  manner ; 
and  to  remind  tbe  House  that  they  were  unfaith- 
ful guardians  of  the  public  finances,  if  they  did 
not  take  better  care  that  they  were  better  attended 
to.   He  agreed  with  the  chairman  that  the  banks 
ought  to  ^compelled  to  make  payments  in  spe- 
cie, but  he  did  not  see  how  that  object  was  to  be 
effected  by  this  bill;  yet  he  tbou^t  that  a  bank 
formed  on  correct  principles  would  greatly  Acil- 
iiate.  Well  constituted,  he  eoncnved  that  a  bank 
would  be  useful ;  while  badly  eoastitnied,  he  was 
convinced  it  would  be  produejtive  of  miachiet 
As  to  the  capital  already  fixed  upou,  he  thought 
it  much  larger  than  was  necessary  ;  but  if  that 
were  the  onljr  evil  it  would  not  be  insuperable. 
The  next  point  of  consideration  to  thnt  of  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  was  the  government  of  it; 
and  this  ted  him  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
viz :  whether  tbe  President  and  Senate  should  or 
should  not  be  empowered  to  appoint  five  of  tbe 
directors.   On  this  subject  be  would  say,  that  it 
was  incumbent  on  those  wbo  supported  the  affir- 
mative, to  prove  its  expediency.   He  bad  listened 
to  all  that  bad  been  said  upon  it,  and  he  heard 
nothing  which  appeared  to  him  anything  like  a 
sound  reason  for  those  appointments  being  con- 
fided to  Oovemment.  Oovemmoii,  he  obiflrved, 
stood  in  two  relations  to  the  banu,  the  first  of 
them  being  na  GoveniDieDt  merely,  and  what 
were  the  intoestt  it  had,  as  such  in  tbe  bank? 
Why  that,  bv  its  means,  a  safe  and  easy  tmna- 
miaston  would  be  nuule  « the  reveaoe.  Asd  on 
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tbiu  bead,  that  »  as  to  the  eiHtodjr,  the  reecipt, 
the  gutrdiaoship,  and  the  traDsmtssioa  of  tbe 
revenue,  he  affirmed  thai  those  were  sufficiendjr 
well  secured.  In  a  word,  be  thought  that  by  the 
biU,  GoreromeDt  in  those  respects  possessed  all 
the  power  it  ought  to  desire  i  but  it  bad  far  more 
important  iaterests  as  guardians  the  welfare  of 
the  natioo,  which  it  was  to  protect  bjr  taking  care 
that  the  baok  should  not  degenerate  into  a  paper- 
making  machine,  that  no  persons  shoald  be  in- 
trusted with  its  direction  that  would  be  likely  to 
abuse  it,  and  that  it  should  be  gorerncd  by  men 
of  skill  and  integritr.  The  questioo  then  that 
naturally  presented  iuelf  was,  which  would  be 
most  likely  to  make  fitappoiatnunts,  Qorerament 
or  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  ?  And  the  an- 
swer to  that  question  was,  that,  as  a  cold  sense  of 
duty  could  never  stand  iacompetitionwitbastrong 
sense  of  interest  and  fear,  the  stockholders,  whose 
own  interests  ware  deeply  involTed,  would  be 
the  most  Hkelv.  Such  directors  as  they  would 
urawint,  would  be  men  versed  in  the  business 
of  moDey  dealing,  and  well  known  to  be  such  by 
them  before  they  were  selected ',  while  from  the 
necessity  of  his  situation  the  President  could 
have  no  accurate  knowledge  of  such  kind  of 
dealings  or  of  men  qualified  for  them,  and  must 
trust  to  the  information  of  others  for  his  eleetioa. 
From  that  would  arise  a  great  eril,  najnely,  that 
the  directors  would  be  appointed,  not  for  their 
capsbilities  for  the  banking  trade,  but  for  their 
political  service,  past,  or  to  come.  If  the  direc- 
tors were  appointed  by  the  stockholders,  they 
would  do  right;  but  if  by  the  President  who 
could  hope  that,  should  the  emergencies  of  the 
Stale  require  a  large  draft  from  the  banks,  thejr 
could  be  abte,  or  would  be  willing  to  resist  hu 
deoiand.  If  there  was  no  positira  irresistible 
reason  ^vea  for  it,  therefore}  why  vest  the  Presi- 
dent with  thiUpower?  PnUie  confidence,  be  said, 
was  essenUal  to  the  suecesa  of  the  bank,  and 
without  it  that  insiitmion  couM  not  effect  any  of 
the  purposes  of  iu  eataUishmaDt.  What  tbeo, 
he  asked,  must  he  the  el^t  of  appointing  the 
directors  in  the  way  proposed?  Were  Crovern- 
meat  solely  to  appoint  the  directors,  no  man 
would  say  that  there  was  a  stockholder  in  the 
United  States  who  would  venture  hifc  money-  in 
the  bank.  If  Government  appointed  a  majority 
of  them,  it  would  be  nearly  the  same ;  and  exactly 
in  proportion  asQovernment  had  any  hand  in  the 
appoiotmeots  of  those  officers,  the  credit  of  the 
tank  would  be  impaired.  Another  objection 
made  by  Mr.  G.  wn^  the  increase  of  patronage 
created  by  these  appointments.  He  said  he  was 
no  vulgar  deelaimer  against  patronages  he  had 
no  dread  1^  the  ordinary  ezereiie^the  President's 
patronage  in  the  cases  of  high  oSieers— the  jndgea, 
for  instance,  of  offices  of  Stat*— but  be  was  anrse 
to  the  President's  patronage  over  that  kind  of 
office  to-which  little  or  no  salary  was  annexed, 
and  which  could  ooly  be  rendered  profitable  by  a 
dexterous  management  of  the  facilities  it  afforded, 
t>f  employing  undue  influence.  Who  would  acr 
^pt  such  offices  ?  Certain^  none  bat  those  who 
know  how  to  make  u  ndsoii  «sa  of  th*  ofportnp 


nities  they  affbrded.  Here  Mr.  O.  adverted  to  the 
disposition  expressed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  to  meet  the  opponents  of  the 
bill  half  way,  in  a  spirit  of  compromise ;  tie  had, 
he  said,  agreed  to,  aiid  acted  upon  that  propoaaL 
There  was  three  leading  subjects  of  cootroveny 
beloQging  to  the  bill ;  the  capital  of  the  baafc,  the 
government  of  it,  and  the  mode  of  its  operaUons. 
One  of  those  had  been  yielded  op,  he  sud,  bat  if 
the  other  two  were  to  go  in  direet  violatioa  of 
his  opinions  and  principles,  he  would  not  agree  to 
the  compromise.  If  the  gentlemen  who  were  in- 
terested in  carrying  those  points,  should  think 
that  cbey  saw  their  way  clearly,  with  them  be 
the  responsibility !— but  for  himself,  he  conaidered 
the  present  amendment  a  niie  qua  non,  without 
which  he  could  not  give  his  vote  for  the  hill. 

Mr.  PtoKBBtifO  spoke  in  favour  of  it,  and  sup* 
ported  his  obseivatioas  with  the  authority  of 
Hamilton ;  respecting  which  he  reminded  the 
House  of  what  was  said  a  few  days  ago,  oo  tksi 
floor,  by  Mr.  Smith.  That  gentleman  related 
that  when  Mr.  Gallatin  came  into  the  Treasury 
office,  he  resolved  if  possible  to  detect  some  errors 
in  the  system  established  bv  that  profound  states- 
man and  financier,  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, General  Hamilton ;  but,  after  having  studied 
and  exhausted  much  labor  and  ingenuity  ia  ex- 
amining and  devising  the  means,  be  could  not 
with  all  his  natural  astutia  make  a  single  change 
for  the  better  in  the  original  system  of  finance. 
Such  was  Hamilton,  whose  opinions  Mr.  P.  now 
read  from  one  of  his  reports,  to  this  efiect ;  namely, 
that  banks  could  be  beneficial  only  under  the  di- 
rection of  private  Individuals,  but  never  under 
that  of  Governments.  If  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate owned  the  stock  themselves,  the  argBmenu 
drawn  from  the  right  of  holding  sloeE  might 
apply,  but  it  was  not  so;  they  had  bat  a  slight 
interest  in  it,  and  that  merely  a  pubUc  one.  Needy 
men  would  get,  through  sycophants,  recomiaendes 
for  the  appointments  without  regard  to  their 
qualifications!  so  that  an  honest  Govemaaeat 
would  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  the  importunities  it 
would  occasion. 

Mr.  Clay  considered  the  arguments  eraployed 
against  this  part  of  the  bill  as  very  strai^.  The 
evil  complained  of,  be  said,  was  that  two  hundred 
banks — that  is,  two  hundred  and  sixty  strong 
powers — were  in  action  without  any  possible  con- 
trol from  Government,  or  aoy^  hope  of  beii^ 
stopped  except  by  indirect  exeruon.  Was  itpro- 
per  that  they  should  continue  to  be  uncontroLwd  ? 
And  wai  it  come  to  this,  that  the  Qoreroment 
could  not  be  trusted  with  the  appoiotmeot  of  Ave 
officer^  who  had  no  salary  ?  He  insisted,  that  tUe 
proposed  bank  was  a  power  over  which  Oovern- 
fflent  ought  to  retain  a  salutary  ioflueoce ;  not 
only  that  indirect  infllnence  which  gentlemen 
were  willing  to  allow  it,  but  the  direct  ioflaenee 
imparted  by  the  appointmentof  thosefive  officen- 
It  ought  to  have  a  direct  active  power,  tinet, j>o»- 
sessing  one-filth  of  the  capital,  there  would  al- 
ways be  a  sum  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  millions 
of  iu  deposites  continually  in  the  colurs  of  the 
banks.  And  fU  gentlemen  Mid.it  wnnld  be  btl- 
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ter  to  pbm  Uw  ftp^iMMM  w  th»  hands  of  in* 

Mr.  Gabtom  spoke  in  aiuim  to  some  thugi 
nid  by  Mr.  Cult,  %ni  wbs  relied  to  bjr  tut 
gniTlfiiMin  to  whom  he  ^gtia  njoiacd. 

WMoauDXTt  March  6. 

Mr.  NiWTOir,  from .  the  Committet  on  Com- 
laene  and  Minofactures,  to  which  were  referred 
the  meawrielB  and  petiiioiu  of  the  roaanfaetimre 
of  wool,  made  a  report  thereon,  which  wae  read, 
•ad  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  C^omtnittee  on  Post  Of- 
ficei  and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  bill  in  addition 
to  the  act  regulating  tee  Peat  Office  EstahUsh- 
ment,  with  ameadments,  amongst  which  was  a 
niiatioQ  of  the  privilege  of  fraakiog  duriag  re- 
oess,  voted  to  members CoDgNss  recently,  so 
IS  to  make  the  privilege  read^  "from  the  com- 
mencement of  Congress,  and  aotil  ibirty  days 
thereaAer." 

Mr.  Root  spoke  against  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  moved  to  amend  ii  so  aa  to  restore 
the  privilege  to  its  former  foolingi  that  ia, during 
each  sesMon,  and  foe  twenty  days  theteafter." 

The  question  on  Mr.  Roor^  motion  was  de- 
tided  in  the  native—yeas  47,  nays  53. 

After  some  remtrks  by  Mr.  Condict,  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Nei<boh,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the 
•et  providing  for  the  goreinmeat  oi  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  or  the  WboU. 

Mz.  Lowanas,  from  the  Gommitiee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petitions  from 
the  following  named  persons,  to  wit :  John  Kaof- 
fctt  and  Michael  Hengst*  Jacob  Rnily,  and  Mi- 
ehaei  8.  Van  der  Cook;  which  m  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
of  the  2d  instanL 

Mr.  LowaoBs,  from  the  CooHUttee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  durectiag  the  dischaige 
of  Ebenezer  Keeler  and  John  Fraaois  from  im- 
prisonment:  which  was  read  twice,  and  eommit- 
ted  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bijl 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell. 

Mr.  LowsnEs  also  reported  a  bill  direeting  tbe 
dlsebarge  of  Moses  Lewis  from  iinprisoament, 
whtQh  was  read  twice,  and  commiued  to  the 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  last  mmtiened. 

Mr.  LowHOM  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  remis- 
sion of  certain  duties  on  tbe  iia|>ortalion  of  books 
fin  tbe  use  of  Harvard  College ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committoe  of  tha 
Whole  last  mentioned.  . 

Mr.  Lowanaa  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Kid;  which  was  x«ad  twice,  and 
•emmitt4!d  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
laentionad. 

Mr.  LowKoaa  reported  the  agremnent  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  BCeans  »o  the  amend- 
Kcata  pMfwedbf  tht8«HletaiheblU,"iiuk 


iag  appropriations  far  ordnance  sad  ordanaee 
sMres,  for  the  year  lSt6,"  and  the  bill  and  amead- 
ments were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  SaaesAirr.  from  the  committee,  appoiated 
OB  the  4tb  iDstabt,  on  tbe  petition  of  Andrew 
Kurtz,  reported  a  bill  aothorizing  and  requiring 
tbe  Secretary  of  State  to  Issue  letters  patent  to 
Andrew  Kurtz ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  he  engrossed  and  read  a  third  tiree  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  JoHHaox,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commi^■ 
tee  appoinied  on  that  subject,  r^wrted  a  UU  to 
change  the  mode  of  compensation  to  the  mem^ 
hers  of  Congress.  [Instead  of  the  six  dollars  per 
diem,  to  allow  tbe  groes  sum  of  $A£00  per  sea- 
8i(»  bo  each  member.]  And  the  biU  was  twice 
read  and  eonunitted. 

Mr.  JAOxaon,  of  Virginia,  moved, 

*'Thst  a  cemmittee  be  appointed  to  sogfsst  to  Oe 
architect  of  the  Capitol  such  alteratioBs  m  the  Be^e- 
sentatives  Chambai  therein,  as  nay  beet  provide  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  RepresentaUves. 

Mr.  PicKsaiHO  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
resolution,  so  as  to  toclude  in  its  object  the  im- 
provement of  the  Hall  of  tbe  Supreme  Court; 
which  was  received  by  the  mover  of  tbe  resola- 
tion,  and  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  five 
appointed  accordingly.  Messrs.  Jackson,  Pioe- 
EBiNo,  Randolpb,  McKeb,  and  Pitkin,  were  ap- 
pointed tbe  committee. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONmriTTION. 

Mr.  PicEBBiRa  sabmitted  the  following  propo- 
sition of  amendment  to  the  Constitntion  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  read,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Union : 

Sotted,  by  the  Senate  and  Sauu  of  BeprtaentOf 
ttpa  of  the  United  States  of  AnuHea  in  Congrut  of' 
aembltd,  two-thirdt  of  both  Houtet  eoneurriag.  That 
the  following  be  proposed  to  the  L^isUtures  of  ttie 
MTeral  States  ta  an  Rmendment  to  &e  ConaUtntioa 
of  the  United  Stales ;  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Le- 
gis^tarss  of  tbree-fonrtiis  of  the  several  Slates,  shall 
be  valid,  to  all  intents  And  pnrposss,  as  a  part  of  flte 
said  OonsHtatten,  to  wifc 

That,  Cwthe  purpesa  at  <&eosmg  Tqmsantatfvee  in 
Ae  Consms  of  the  United  Slates,  «adl  State  shall, 
by  its  Lsi^^DM,  be  divided  into  a  aiunbet  ef  di^ 
lEicis  equal  te  the  nombcv  <tf  R^MsentalBns  to  whkb 
sncb  Stale  may  be  eatitled. 

'Those  districts  shall  be  formed  of  ceotignoos  teni* 
tory,  and  cootv^i  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  num- 
bar  of  inhahitaats  eatitled  by  the  Oonstitnboa  to  be 
represented.  In  eadi  district  the  qualified  voter*  shall 
elect  one  lepresentatiTc^  mod  no  more. 

ThfiX,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  electors  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  Prerident  of  the  United  States,  eadi 
State  shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  nnm- 
ber  of  districts  equal  to  tbe  number  of  electors  to 
which  each  State  shall  be  entitled.  Those  districts 
shsll  be  composed  of  oont^ooas  territoiy,  and  cootuo, 
as  nearly  as  mqr  bs^  an  eanal  nnasber  of  InhaUtanls 
entitled  by  the  ConstUatlen  to  r^esetttation.  In 
eaoh  district,  the  penons  ^aUfied  to  vote  for 
rsaentaltfss  shall  ^wtatone  elacter,  and  no  aseo*. 
The  elaatm,  whan  uMssnsd.  Aall  bav»  powssb  la 
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OM  of  my  of  thiOM  appointed  u  abm  pnecribed 
A»ll  ftU  to  attend  ibi  the  pnipoaH  of  tbor  said  f- 
potntment,  on  the  di^  prewribed  for  giving  Uicir  vote* 
&r  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  to  spiK^t  another, 
or  o^en,  to  act  in  the  place  him  or  them  so  luling 
to  attend* 

Neither  the  diitricta  tor  ehooung  repreMntaUvM, 
nor  those  fbr  appointtng  electors,  shall  be  altered  in 
iny  Stale  until  a  census,  and  ^>porUonment  of  Rm> 
reseutatives  under  it,  subsequent  to  the  division  of  the 
State  into  districts,  shall  be  made.  The  division  of 
the  States  into  districts,  hereby  provided  for,  shall  take 
plaee  immediately  after  this  amendment  shall  be  adopt- 
ed and  ratified  as  a  part  of  the  Constitotion  of  the 
United  States ;  and  successively,  immediately  after< 
wardb,  whenever  a  census  and  apportionment  of  Rep- 
nasnuiivea  ui^  it  riiaB  be  made.  The  division  of 
sadl  State  fnto  ffistricts  for  the  purposes  both  of  choos- 
ing repreeentatine  and  <tf  awdntingeleetm,  shall  be 
«^ea  agreeably  to  Uie  prorimons  of  this  amandaMit, 
and  on  no  other  ooeasion. 

THE  NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  then  again  resolred  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  ineorpo- 
me  the  subscribers  to  the  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  nmend  the 
tenth  section,  so  as  to  allow  the  choice  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  to  be  made  from  any  of  the 
Directors,  and  not  to  confine  the  selection  of  that 
officer  to  one  of  the  Directors  appointed  by  the 
President  and  Senate.  Mr.  S.  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  justifieation  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  had  no  objeciion  to  the  amend- 
ment. He  thought  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
amended  not  necessary  to  give  the  Qovernment 
a  due  control  over  the  cooceras  of  the  bank ;  and 
that  it  would  still  retain  as  much  io&uence  as 
would  serve  every  beneficial  purpose. 

Mr.  Robertson  condemned  the  motion.  He 
thonght  it  would  diminish  too  greatly  the  power 
which  it  was  necessary  the  Qovernmeot  should 
have  over  the  Bank.  He  did  not  want  merely  a 
great  money  machine,  but  an  inaiiiulion  of  a 
national  character;  an^  therefore, could  notcon- 
sMt  to  part  with,  one  after  anotner,-  all  the  fea- 
tures of  the  bill  which  gave  the  Qovernment  a 
proper  and  necessary  control  over  the  bank.  He 
adverted  to  the  liberality  which  had  been  mani- 
fested by  the  chairman  who  reported  the  bill, 
(Mr.  Galhohn,)  and  thought  the  principle  of 
accommodation  might  be  carried  too  fkr.  He 
admonished  gentlemen  to  remember  the  painter 
who  flattered  everybody  and  pleased  nobody. 
His  fate  would  be  that  of  the  bill,  if  this  spirit  of 
concession  was  carried  too  far;  and  he  could  not, 
for  one,  be  so  far  governed  by  it  as  to  give  up 
those  powers  which  were  oecesvary  to  the  salu- 
tary management  of  the  bank,  and  without  which 
it  would  not  be  worth  having. 

Mr.  Ross  could  see  do  reason  why  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  bank  should  not  be  selected  from  the 
whole  twenty-five  directors,  if  it  was  the  object 
to  get  the  best  man.  If  the  President  and  Senate 
appoint  a  director,  the  most  proper  for  the  office, 
be  would  doabtleas  be  cketed.  Bat,  if  not,  why 
*nl<id«  the  fiuest  ehaneter?  It  would  hart 


been  just  as  well  to  confine  the  aelectioa  of  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  one  State,  though  it 
might  not  contain  a  person  as  well  qnalifii^  as 
one  in  another  State.  Mr.  R.  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  importance  of  theoffiee  and 
duties  of  the  President  of  the  Bank,  and  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  selecting  the  director  bestqual- 
ificd.  Such  a  course  was  congenial  with  our 
wrfitieal  institutions,  although  ne  believed  the 
bank  itself  was  bjr  no  means  consenlal  with  the 
Cmistitutiou,  being,  as  he  viewed  it,  t  monejred 
aristocracy.  He  condemned  the  policy  of  giving 
so  much  additional  strength  to  the  Executive 
arm.  Alexander  Hamilton  himself,  in  the  zenith 
of  his  inftnenee,  would  not  have  dared  to  propose 
such  a  grant  of  power  to  the  President  as  the 
control  and  regulation  of  a  great  moneyed  insti- 
tution. Mr.  R.  concluded  by  saying  he  thonght 
it  would  be  much  safer  to  adopt  the  amendment, 
and  withhold  from  the  Executive  so  important 
a  power,  &e. 

Mr.  Galhooh  rose  to  make  a  remark  or  two  in 
reply  to  his  friend  (Mr.  Robbbtion.)  He  almost 
despaired  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  after  some  of 
the  indications  which  be  had  witncsMd,  and  be- 
gan to  donbt  whether  any  bill  would  pass  at  nil 
on  the  subject.  For  himself,  Mr.  C.  said,  his 
anxiety  for  the  measure  was  not  atremej  but  as 
long  as  there  was  a  liugeriog  hope  of  itsaQOceas^ 
he  should  omit  no  effort  to  nuke  it  an  dfi^ent 
remedy  for  the  evils  of  the  preyent  currency.  IT, 
after  making  it  snit,  as  far  as  possible,  the  la«e 
of  every  one,  gentlemen  determined  to  oppoae  it, 
it  was  tim^  for  them  to  look  oat  for  some  other 
remedy.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  felt  deeply  the  evil  of 
the  disordered  state  of  our  currency,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  cure.  In  devising  that  cure,  dtffieul- 
ties  were  to  be  expected.  The  direction  of  the 
bank  he  knew  had  beep  made  a  sine  qua  non  by 
some  genilemea  on  one  side  of  the  House,  and  he 
was  sorry  to  find  it  was  one  also  with  some  on 
the  other.  It  was  a  fate  peculiar  to  great  meas- 
ures to  fail  in  their  details.  The  obatinacy  ^ 
gentlemen  in  mntters  of  what  they  deemed  prin- 
cii^e,  was  bonoraUe  to  tbem,  but  he  feared  it 
would  be  fatal  to  the  bill.  He  lamented  it ;  the 
disorders  were  so  deep,  so  great,  that  jostice  to 
the  country  called  for  a  remedy  at  the  hands  of 
the  OovernmenL  If  gentlemen  would  seriouriy 
consider  the  character,  and  power,  and  nature  of 
the  evil — two  hundred  and  sixty  banks  issuing 
almost  as  many  millions  of  depreciated  paper — 
they  must  see  the  necessity  of  eoH)pefating  in  the 
measure  of  relief.  The  necesstiy  for  union  was 
great  and  urgent,  for  the  disease  was  almost  in- 
curable ;  it  was  a  leprosy  on  the  body  politic,  dbc. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Smith** 
motion,  and  carried— ayes  80,  nays  46. 

After  some  further  amendnent,  aSbcttBg  n* 
principle 

Mr.  RAHnoLPR  morcd  to  add  the  word  nmUm 
in  the  clause  which  limila  the  choice  direeUH* 
lo  citizens  of  the  United  States;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to  withoni  debute— «yes  68. 

Aim  the  CoBmittea-  had  ^oceeded  to  the 
clause^  wUeh  prorMaa  fa  the  nppoiaWMH  of 
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directon  for  ibe  Braocb  Banks,  irhieh  clause 
likewise  restricted  the  choice  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States- 
Mr.  Jbwitt  moved  that  the  word  native  be 
ioaericd  also  in  that  claose,  so  a«  lo  limit  the  ap- 
pointmaDt  to  natin  eitizens. 

Mr.  Calhodm  objeeted  to  the  amendment.  It 
wu  the  first  tine,  he  said,  that  any  attempt  had 
been  made  in  ibis  country  to  discriminate  be- 
twtcD  native  and  naturalized  citizens.  The  Coo- 
stkQtioD  reco^ised  no  saeb  disiineiion,  except 
in  the  eligibility  to  the  highest  oflke  in  the  Gov- 
entment,  and  he  could  see  no  reason  for  introdno- 
ing  OB  this  oeoasion  so  odioos  and  unprecedented 
a  distinction. 

Mr.  Randolpb  said  it  was  indispuubly  true 
that  it  was  to  our  system  of  natnralization  laws 
the  United  States  owed  that  spirit  of  faction  by 
which  they  had  been  torn  for  the  last  twenty 
ytam,  and  along  with  it  the  war  oat  of  which  the 
country  had  just  emerged.  He  spoke  from  the 
iirfiHoatien  of  statesmen  inferior  to  none  in  this 
or  ftoy  other  country,  that  the  system  of  granting 
proteetKma  to  foreipi  seamen  was  one  of  the 
chief  causes  of  the  war  with  Great  Britein,  which 

astern  had  grown  out  of  cor  natormlizttion  laws, 
ocb  had  been  said,  and  he  dared  to  say  mach 
more  would  be  now  said,  and  mach  more  be 
written  oo  this  subject,  for  it  was  a  metaneb()ly 
truth,  that  the  pnss  was  in  the  hands  of  those 
very  people  who  had  long  taken  npoa  them  lo 
dictate  to  the  American  people,  and  to  tell  them 
who  ought  to  be  their  President,  who  their  Vice* 
President,  and  who  their  Representatives,  and 
to  direct  them  in  their  most  essential  concerns. 
He  was  aware,  therefore,  that  the  press  would 
be  at  work,  and  that  much  would  be  said  and 
inncb  printed  about  what  he  was  now  sayiog; 
but  that  bad  no  terror  for  him.  How  long  the 
eoaniry  would  endure  this  foreign  yoke,  in  its 
moat  Mioas  and  diwDsting  form,  he  eoold  not 
taH  ]  bat  this  he  wouM  say,  that  if  we  were  to  be 
dictated  to,  and  ruled  by  foreigners,  he  would 
much  rather  be  ruled  by  a  British  Parliament 
than  by  British  snhjeeta  here.  Should  he  be  told 
that  those  men  fot^ht  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu' 
tioa,  be  would  answer  that  those  who  did  so 
were  not  included  by  him  in  the  class  be  adverted 
to.  That  was  a  civil  war,  and  tbejr  and  we  were, 
at  iu  commencement,  alike  British  subjects. 
Native  Britons,  therefore,  then  taking  arms  on 
our  side,  gave  tbcm  the  same  rights  as  those  who 
were  born  in  this  country,  and  his  motion  aonid 
be  easily  modified  so  as  to  provide  for  any  that 
might  be  of  that  description  J  but  no  such  raodi- 
ficatioo,  he  was  inre,  wontd  be  fonnd  necessary, 
for  this  plain  reason.  Where  were  the  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution  who  were  not  natives  ?  They 
were  either  already  retired,  or  else  retiring  to 
thnt  great  reekouing  where  diaeoaats  were  not 
allowed.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  woald 
point  his  Soger  to  any  ?ach  kind  of  person  now 
living,  be  would  agree  to  his  being  made  an  ez- 
eeptkm  to  the  ameadmeni.  It  was  iim&  Mr.  R, 
aaut,  that  the  American  people  should  have  a 
ohMoter  of  their  owo;  ftod  where  would  tbey 
14th  Cos.  1st  SBSif.^37 
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find  it?  In  New  England  and  io  Virginia  only, 
because  they  were  a  homogeneous  race — a  pecu- 
liar people.  Tbey  never  yet  appointed  foreigners 
to  sit  in  that  House  for  them,  or  to  fill  ibeir  high 
offices.  In  both  States  this  was  their  policy ;  it 
was  not  found  in,  nor  was  it  owing  to,  their  pa^ 
per  eonttitutions ;  but  what  was  Mtter,  it  was 
interwoven  in  the  frame  of  their  thoughts  and 
sentiments,  in  their  steady  babits,in  their  princi- 
ples from  the  cradle — a  much  more  solid  secu- 
rity^ than  could  be  found  in  any  abracadabra, 
which  constitution  mongers  could  scrawl  upon 
paper.  It  might  be  indiscreet  in  him  lo  say  it, 
for.  to  say  the  truth,  he  had  as  little  of  that  ras- 
cally virtue  prudence,*  he  apprehended,  as  any  ' 
man,  and  could  as  little  conceal  what  he  felt  as 
afiect  what  he  did  not  feel.  He  knew  it  was  not 
the  way  for  him  to  conciliate  the  manufaeturiiur 
body,  yet  be  would  say  that  he  wished,  with  au 
his  heart,  that  his  bootmaker,  his  hatter,  an^ 
other  manufacturers,  would  rather  «tay  in  Great 
Britain,  under  their  owo  laws,  than  come  here  to 
make  laws  for  us,  and  leave  it  lo  us  to  import  our 
covering.  We  must  have  our  clothing  home- 
made, said  he,  but  I  would  much  rather  wve  my 
workmen  hmne-made,  and  import  ny  elothing. 
Was  it  best,  he  demanded,  to  have  our  own  uo- 
{lolluted  Republic  peopled  with  its  own  pure  na- 
tive Republicans,  or  erect  another  Sheffield,  «a- 
other  MdDcbester,  ud  another  Birmingbaro,upoa 
the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  the  Delaware,  and 
the  Braodywine,  or  have  a  host  of  Lnddites 
amongst  un,  wretches  from  whom  every  vestige 
of  the  boman  creation  seemed  to  be  effaced? 
Would  they  wish  to  have  their  elections  on  that 
floor  decided  by  a  rabble  ?  What,  he  asked,  was 
the  cause  of  the  ruin  of  old  Rome  1  Why,  their 
opeoing  their  gates  and  letting  io  the  rabble  of 
the  whole  world  to  be  her  legislators.  If,  said . 
he,  you  wish  to  preserve  among  voor  fellow-citi- 
zens that  exalted  sense  of  fr«aora  which  gave 
birth  to  the  Revolution— if  you  wish  to  keep 
alive  among  them  the  spirit  of  =76— you  must 
endeavor  to  stop  this  flood  of  foreurn  emigration. 
You  most  teach  the  people  of  Europe  ibnt  if 
they  do  come  here,  all  they  must  hope  to  receive 
is  protection ;  but  that  they  must  here  no  share 
in  our  Qovernment.  From  such  men  a  tempo- 
rary party  may  receive  precarious  aid,  but  the 
country  cannot  be  safe,  nor  the  people  happy, 
where  tbey  are  introduced  into  Government,  or 
meddle  with  public  concerns  in  any  great  degree. 
Let  them  then  takeaway  their spioning jennies — 
let  tbem  carry  off  their  principles  and  their  ma- 
chinery back  again  to  Europe,  and  leave  our 
Republic  toils  repose.  I  dread  those  men;  I  have 
a  horror,  a  loaibiog  of  a  paper  machine,  and  a 
mauufaeturiog  aristocracy ;  1  would  protect  com- 
merce, but  I  dislike  and  contemn  manufacturing. 
Can  you  be  defended  by  a  rabble  of  manufactu- 
rera?  No,  you  cannot  depend  upon  them;  they 
would  leave  you  to  be  sacked.  It  would  be  aa 
riuional  for  any  man  who  really  valued  his  eoun- 

*  The  only  virtoe,  says  Goidaaiih,  that  is  bft  us  at 
flwes  seow. 
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try,  to  briDg  ia  a  bill  for  tb«  eneoaragvment  of  a 
hned  of  woWes.  I  ti«Ter  see  a  merioo  sheep 
without  its  oecarring  to  me  that  we  are  about  to 
be  tbe  ttiboiarles  of  the  most  timid,  weak,  ioeffi- 
eieut  BDimal  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Among 
onr  borne  manafaetures,  I  wish  gentlemen  would 
attend  to  that  of  haman  bodin,  and  not  keep 
foragners  for  the  purpose  of  making  their  clothing 
at  home,  when  they  could  iniport  to  so  much 
more  adrantage  from  abroad.  Thii}  he  said,  was 
a  fhToraUe  ume  to  make  a  stand  against  this 
nvil,  and  if  not  this  sesHon,  he  hoped  that  in  the 
■ext  there  would  be  a  rcTisal  of  tne  naturaliza- 
tton  laws.  He  was  not  partial  to  tbe  French,  but 
if  we  were  to  bare  emigrants,  be  wished  them  to 
be  of  that  people.  Not  the  birds  of  Newgate  or 
Klmainham,  nor  the  rabble  of  British  manufac- 
Coring  towns.  He  preferred  the  French,  because 
they  would  be  a  distinct  people  among  us,  and 
■ot  as  tbe  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  who,  from 
the  similarity  of  their  language  and  manners, 
Identified  tbemselres  at  once  with  our  people, 
and  brought  their  principles  into  our  councils. 

Mr.  WaioBT  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  be 
eilent  when  an  amendment  is  proposed  to  insert 
fhe  word  native,  ao  that  none  bat  natives  can  be 
direetore  of  this  bank.  Sir,  it  is  a  libel  on  the 
Gaastitutlon,  on  that  WASHHtOTOH  who  recora- 
pModed  its  adoption.  It  would  exclude  Alexan- 
der Hamilton,  was  he  alive,  from  being  a  direct- 
or, who  to  pre-eminently  distiogushed  himself  in 
the  promotion  of  that  Constitntioa.  Look,  sir, 
at  tbat  picture.  See  the  bleeding  Montgomery 
weltering  in  his  gore,  and  sacrifioiog  his  life  on 
the  altar  of  American  liberty,  and  then  say  whe- 
ther such  men  ought  to  be  excluded.  Sir,  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent* 
atives  who  may  be  naturalized  citizens— nuy, « 
foreigner,  who  was  here  at  the  adoption  of  the 
Coostituiioo,  might  be  a  President  oi  the  United 
States;  but,  if  this  amendment  obtains,  he  could 
not  be  a  director  of  this  bank! 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  JiwarHs  mo- 
tion, and  lost,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Bifaryland,  then  moved  to  ttrike 
oat  tbat  ran  of  tbe  seventeenth  teetion.  which 

Jives  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States  pomr, 
wring  the  recess  of  Congress,  on  the  application 
of  the  stockholders,  to  authorize  tbe  bank  to  sus- 
pend the  payment  of  specie. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  after  admitting  the  propriety  of 
the  motion,  said  he  had  no  objection  to  extend  it 
to  the  whole  proviso  of  tbe  section,  so  as  to  de- 
prive Congress,  as  well  as  the  President,  of  the 
power  to  suspend  specie  payments. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  opposed  this  proposition,  and 
Mr.  Randolph  supported  it;  after  which,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and' Means,  on  tbe  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Ordnance 
department.  The  Senate't  Rmendments  were 
agntd  to  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when 
It  xoae;  ana  the  Hodbo  adjouned. 
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Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  oa  the 
PoUie  Land^  reported  a  UU  forthn  exteodiiig 
the  time  for  issuing  and  locatiag  miUiary  luM 
warranu ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  eommiue4 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbawfobd, 

iZeeoM,  Tbat  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaaaty 
be  directed  to  lay  before  thit  House  a  tutemea^ 
showing  the  valuation  of  real  property  and  skvea 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  w  each  couaty 
of  the  State  of  Peiutylvania,  the  ifuota  or  anaoaat 
of  direct  tax  apportioned  to  the  said  city  and  each 
of  the  said  counties,  and  the  rate  of  tax  on  the 
one  hmdred  dollars  of  assetted  property,  agree- 
ably to  the  valuation  and  apportionment  amde 
under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  tf*t— mtart 
sad  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties," 
passed  July  23, 1613,  and  tbe  act  entiikd  "Am 
act  to  lay  and  c<dlcet  a  direct  tax  within  tho  Ciu- 
ted  States,"  passed  Angusi  Sd,  1613;  aad  a  aiaa- 
ilar  »u  tern  eat  of  the  valuation,  appertioiuDOtu, 
and  rate  of  tax  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  additional  reveaoes  for  defraying  tbe  ex- 
penses of  Qoverament  and  mainiainmc  the  puh- 
lic  oredit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  open  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  eoUeetiag 
the  same,"  passed  on  the  9ib  day  of  Jaaoaryi 
1815 ;  80  as  to  exhibit  a  comparative  view  of  the 
valuatiOD,  apportionment,  and  rate  of  tax  in  the 
said  city,  and  each  o(  tbe  said  counties,  under  the 
several  acts  abovementioiwd;  also,  tbe  names  of 
the  principal  assessors  within  tlie  said  State,  f(K 
the  year  1316,  and  the  counties  embraced  within 
their  respective  districts,  and  such  further  state- 
ment of  the  transactions  of  the  board  of  principal 
assessors  within  the  said  Slate,  as  reported  to  liw 
Treasury  Department,  as  will  »ow  what  ehaafc^ 
if  any,  uva  been  made  by  them  ta  the  nlaim 
valuation  of  property  in  aay  of  the  said  oouaties, 
and  tbe  principles  on  whicfa  they  have  proeeefad 
in  performing  the  duties  required  of  them  fay  the 
act  last  abovementiODcd. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mabsb, 

SUtciced,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treaaaty 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  aceoBBit 
exhibited,  and  of  the  expenditures  in  theprftaeca- 
tion  of  offences  against  the  United  States,  in  the 
courts  thereof,  in  the  distrieu  of  Connecticut, 
MasBBohusetis,  New  Hampshire,  VermoiH,  and 
New  York,  re^ectively,  from  tbe  year  1808,  to 
the  year  1815,  inclusive  of  both ;  also,  a  sute- 
ment  of  tbe  Goes  and  penalties  paid  into  tbe  Trea- 
sury of  tbe  United  States,  from  those  diatriola 
during  tbat  |wriod ;  exhibiting  the  names  aoa 
numberof  tbe  indietaieats.ioformatioiu^aBd  aoits 
which  have  bees  institoled  foe  soeh  owaoea,  aii4 
distinguishing  these  ia  which  there  have  baea 
convietioos,  uom  those  in  wbieh  there  have  beea 
acquittaU 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  anthorisiag 
and  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  grant  Jet- 
ters  patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  Mil,  entitled  "An  act  in  aMMM 
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ta  an  aet  regalatinig  tfa«  FoiC  Office  Setablish- 
ment,"  w«»  read  ^e  third  time  and  pasted. 

NATIONAI.  BANK 
Th«  HoDse  then  again  molred  iiMlf  into  a 
Coaaminee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Ptattonal  Bank 
bill— the  mot  km  to  strike  OM  the  .proviM  which 
otTes  to  CoancsB  the  power  of  awlhorizing  the 
mnkt  on  applieation  of  the  atockhoMers,  to  ws- 
wad  thff  payment  of  speeie,  heing  Mill  tinder  qob- 
lideraiion. 

Mr.  Rardolph  8an>oried  the  ataendoaot,  and 
veptobated  therematiai^  the  honorable  gentleman 
(Mr.  FoBBTTa)  who  opposed  it  a«  the  most  exira- 
ordinary  he  had  ever  heard.  Waa  that  gentleman 
fjot  to  lean,  he  asked,  that  Congreas  sat  under  a 
ddegatad  power,  )^  whieh  they  were  auihorieed 
to  do  that  only  which  was  found  specified  in  their 
cfaarMr*  the  Conatitntion  7  The  power  to  violate 
oontracts  between  indiTidnals  was  not  one  of  thoae 
granted  to  Coagress  and  ennmerated  in  the  Con- 
stttatroD,  and  yet  that  was  the  amount  of  the 
gentleman^ argument.  Nor  could  he  coneeiTe  a 
ease  in  which  tbeit  power  could  «ctend  .to  impair  ; 
a  cimttact.  If  the  competracy  to  aospcnd  pay- 
ment  was  to  be  vsstcd  in  either  of  them,  he  would 
mihtff  trost  it  loihftPresideot  than  to  that  Hobss^ 
bacause  nothing  waa  so  shameless  as  a  pq^lar 
.assembly.  No  crime  had  ever  been  committed 
tikat  popular  usemblies  had  not  countenanced. 
He  declared  that  it  wasastoniahiug  and  afflicting 
to  him  to  hear  principles  which  he  had  ever  been 
taught  to  consider  monstrous  and  preposterons, 
openly  and  with  the  greateit  iodi&rence  promul- 
gated in  that  House'-for  what  less  than  mon- 
sUoiia  and  preposterous  was  it  to  insist  that  Gor> 
eromeot  had  a  right  to  make  paper  a  legal  tender  t 

Mr.  WEsaw  said  he.  should  be  sorry  if  sueh 
notivos  as  those  oS  Mr.  Fonsnn  were  to  grow 
iftto  gMeral  belief.  The  language  of  the  Conati- 
ttttioa  was,  be  said,  Uiatall  th^  was  not  delegated 
ansjuserred.  If  the  power  in  (jnesuon  therefore 
was  Bot  delegated,  it  did  not  exist.  He  urged  the 
impolicy  of  retaining  the  elaose,  on  the  graunds 
thftt  it  would  defeat  the  oUaot  of  tbe  bill,  by  ad- 
ding -tolhe  .depramatwn  of  bank  pfper.  If  the 
power  to  sospend  specie  payments  were  known ; 
to  exist  by  auuority,  iadiTidaaU  holding  it  would, 
on  4be  aughtest  graimds,  in^ot  that  it  was  in- 
liiuled,  and  prem  upon  ue  bank  for  their  money, 
in  short,  the  ingenuity  of  man  oould  not  dcTise  a 
thing  more  tending  to  bring  about  the  evil  fur 
wbieb  the  bill  is  preswmed  to  be  a  core. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  agreed  that  the  rctentioa 
of  the  olaose  was  oaneeeasary,  and  said  that  be 
would  no  mwe  make  a  proTisioo  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  in  a  bank,  than  in  form- 
ing  a  government  he  would  proride  for  a  reroln- 
tion.  Either  case  eonld  arise  but  from  aa  extra- 
ordinary eoBimlsioa  net  likely  to  ooenc,  and  which, 
if  it  ever  did  arise,  would  bring  its  «ira  remedy 
time  enough  along  with  it.  Providing  for  it  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  FoBSTTn'o  notion  was  not  only; 
wweessarv  bnt  wonM  be  petnioious— it  wouldi 
balikoeaUngiiifiphyaioian  toasick  penon^aadi 
mioffimg  mnj^  piiwri|<ioai  inoieitolt  to  iB*t 
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crease  tbe  diseaae.  Were  auoh  a  power  ready  at 
hand  to  be  admioialered  when  necessity  should 
require,  the  bank,  whose  interest  it  would  be  to 
auapend  apecie  payments,  would  soon  contztre  to 
mue  that  necessity.  He  therefore  conearrcd  in 
the  amendment;  which  after  some  obseivations 
from  Mr.  Subh,  was  oarried  by  a  vary  luge 
majority. 

Some  other  amendments  were  abo  made  ta  tbe 
bill }  when  at  length  the  Committee,  haviiw  gat 
thriHigb  tbe  bill,  rose,  reported  progtess  and  Sad. 
leave  to  sit  again. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBEfiS. 

Tbe  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  alter  the  Gompanaatiot  al- 
lowed to  the  members  of  Congrsss. 

Mr.  JoaasoN  said,  he  thought  no  divenity  of 
opinion  could  arue  on  this  biU  but  as  to  the  aom 
which  it  proposed  to  allow  tbe  members  aaf 
annum.  It  membsrs  of  Congreas  were  satiaM 
to  tiiwpt  a  smaller  sum,  he  avowed  himself  wilt- 
ing to  meet  them,  though  he  had  no  doubt  the 
sum  mentioned  was  as  low  as  it  ought  to  be,  aad. 
was  less  than  the  sahiry  reoeived  by  tweaty-eigbc 
clerks  eaplayed  by  the  Ctovernmeat.  Blr.  J.  mso 
drfended  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  mode  of 
eompeosation  over  the  per  dtem  allowaBee,.aat 
eoneittded  vritb  n  &w  smtements  to  show,  that 
tbe  trifling  addition  to  the  pay  would  be  uibia^ 
in  cooiparison  with  tbe  dcvpatoh  of  pnblie  busi- 
ness, whidi  would  be  the  efiiaet  of  tbe  change. 

Mr.  RajinoLPH  coineidfd  (oSir  with  Mr.  Joaw- 
flOH  in  his  views  of  the  propoaed  change ;  aad  in 
order  to  divest  the  measure  of  its  only  odiotts  eoBr 
sideratioo,  he  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  sus- 
pending its  operation  ootil  tbe  4th  of  March  neat, 
so  as  not  to  take  efleot  during  the  present  Con- 
gress. Mr.  R.  deelaied  his  craviction,  howover, 
that  the  object  vroald  .oot  be  fully  attained  the 
change.  Am  not  members,  said  hcL  obliged  to  be 
wakened  op  to  vow  {  ronsed  np  to  bear  tbe  qiMe- 
tionl  Do  they  not  beep  the  House  from  adjoasa- 
iiig  beoaose  they  have  not  finished- a  latter,  or  aaat 
offtbelaatBcwsnaMr?  Tbe  debatesof  tbe  House 
aro  ewaUed  to  thmr  great  length  by  iaattenlion  of 
membMS ;  and  to  remedy  it,  we  mast  get  rid  of 
this  bookbinder's  shop.  The  Hous^  be  said, 
was  not  ex^etiy  lilu  a  Dovn  eoart,  wbeio  thag 
were  all  speafcon;  bat  heee  iben  is  one  vpeakor 
aad  BO  tisteaer. 

Mr.  Joaaaea  was  exposed  to  the  anaeodmeat. 
He  thought  if  ttie  bill  was  neeosaary  at  all,  it  was 
as  proper  (ot  the  present  Congress  as  a  future  one. 
However,  he  would  not  refuse  his  support  to  the 
bill,  if  (he  motion  shoobl  be  adopted.  Congrew, 
he  said,  bad  always  to  aet  lor  themselves  on  this 
subject^  and  he  was  avene  to  the  pestpoaemcnt. 

Mr.  lUifnoLPB  said,  for  himself  be  would  prefer 
thefatUasitstood;  but  it  was  to  satisfy  any  ow^ 
tender  eoaseienoea,  that  be  proposed  the  asMBd- 
ment.  For  bis  part,  he  was  BOt  afraid  of  the  thing 
called  popularity  j  to  vote  to  himself  oae  tbovaaad 
five  baadnddoUata-^whht?  For eoaiii^ here 
aad  UviBg  aa  in  a  hoardiag  school, ora  m«a- 
aitiiridlw.  TbonmaMpwemflaeaBiBolrbr 
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which  ft  mftB  coold  Boc  ora  one  thonwid  five 
hoodred  dollars  in  tlx  moathi^  and  do  it  much 
man  jrietHiDtly  too  ihaa  hj  eomiog  hcrel  Mr. 
R.  eoBcIoded  hy  repefttiagi  that  the  object  of  his 
ameadment  was  ioteodea  merely  u  a  qatetus  to 
over-tender  consoieDces. 

Mr.  GaoaTniOB  said,  to  decide  oo  the  amend- 
meat,  it  was  only  necessary  to  inquire,  whether 
tikis  measure  was  at  all  proper.  If  it  be  necessary, 
is  it  not  to  at  this,  as  the  neit  session  7  On  what 
]>rinciple,  he  asked,  was  it  necessary  to  postpone 
the  e^ct  of  tbe  biiH  It  woold  be  viewed  only 
as  a  little  attempt  to  erade  the  imputation  of  re- 
garding their  own  parttcalar  interests ;  and  he 
.was  decidedly  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Hdqbr  assured  tbe  House,  be  bad  nerw 
risen  to  address  them  with  more  relociaoce,  or 
less  satisfaction  to  himself,  tban  on  the  present 
oceasioo.  He  had  waited  to  the  last  moment, 
util  the  qaestion  was  on  the  point  of  betng 
taken,  in  the  nope  that  some  other  gentleman 
'Vogld  undertake  the  nnpleasaoi  taal^  (for  an  un- 
ideaannt  task  it  oeruinir  was,)  of  rismff  io  oppo- 
sition  to  a  measure,  eridently  so  popuur  and  so 
weU  receired.    Proridence  in  its  beneficence, 
had  blessed  him  with  independence,  and  some- 
what more,  perhaps,  of  the  good  things  of  tbis 
life,  than  had  fallen  lo  tbe  lot  of  several  of  those 
he  addressed.   He  was  sensible,  that  under  soch 
^mumstanees,  opposition  to  tbe  proposed  increase 
of  pay  might  not  come  with  tbe  best  possible 
grace  from  bim ;  and  he  most  sincerely  wished 
that  it  bad  devolved  upon  any  other  gentleman, 
tathmr  than  on  himself.   He  bad  waited,  however, 
as  before  observed,  to  the  last  moment,  but  no  one 
evinced  tbe  least  disposition  to  rise  in  opposition 
t*  the  bill.  He  did  not,  therefore,  think  himself  so 
bottad  down,  hand  and  feet,  br  the  above  e«uid- 
mtion,  or  by  the  feelings  ofaeueaey  arising  oat  of 
aa  to  be  absolutely  preeladed  from  expressiug 
hu  dislike  to  a  measure,  wbich  he  disapproved  of 
most  decidedly,  and  in  all  its  bearings;  nor  under 
any  moral  onigition  to  let  it  pass  nb  sUeiUio, 
and  without  the  most  trifling  attempt  being  made 
to  stop  its  progress.  He  sboutd,  withontfnrther 
-preface,  thronr  himself  on  the  candor  and  indul- 
gence of  tbe  Honse.   And  whilst  he  cheerfully 
aeknowledged  tbe  merits  of  tbe  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Kentneky  (Mr.  Jobrbom)  who  had  so 
gvaatlv  distinguished  himself  in  other  fields,  and 
a  kind  of  warfare  rather  more  glorious  than  that 
for  wbicb  be  bad  been,  on  tbe  present  occasion, 
extolled  in  such  glowing  langaagej  he  flattered 
Umseif,  that  be  might  at  least  hope  and  calcu- 
lata  upoB  the  pardon  and  forgiveness  of  gentle- 
am,  if  he  .ventured,  in  like  manner,  to  come  for- 
ward with  some  little  independenee.  and  oppose 
a  measure,  evidently  so  popular  within  tbe  walls 
of  the  Cumber,  and  wnieb  received  such  kind, 
and  to  all  appearance,  soch  general  welcome. 

Mr.  H.  repeated  that  he  was  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  bill  in  all  its  bearings  and  provisioosj  to 
the  increase  of  pay  it  proposed,  (especially  at  ilie 
pieasnt  time  and  under  existing  cireumstances,) 
and  still  more  to  tbe  manner  in  wbicb  that  in- 
crease w«a  to  be  braoght  about.  Nothing  could 
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be  fbrther  from  his  wish  or  iatention  t^  to  at- 
tribute improper  motives  to  the  worthy  chair- 
man, or  any  other  honorable  ffcaueman  of  the 
committee  by  whom  the  bill  had  been  intndoced. 
ot  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  bill,  so 
r  as  he  comprehended  its  scope  and  ttmot,  pr»- 
sented  itself  to  bis  understanding  in  a  very  ques- 
tionable shape.  It  wore  too  much  tbe  appeac^ 
ance  of  disguise  and  concealment.  If  there  really 
was  soch  evident  necessity  for  an  increase  in  the 
pay  of  members  of  Congress,  why  not  grant  it 
m  tbe  good  old  way  of  a  per  diem.   If  six  dol- 
lars a  day  were  not  ad^uate  to  meet  their  rea- 
sonable expenses,  and  afford  them  a  comfortable 
subsistence  at  tbe  Seat  of  Government,  let  tb« 
rate  be  augmented  to  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  dol- 
lars, or  to  whatever  sum  mi^ht  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient.  But  let  tbis  be  done  in  such  a  manner  as 
that  their  constituents  might  at  a  glance,  under- 
stand what  had  been  done,  and  han  an  opitona- 
nity  of  making  a  fair  compaiiaon  between  the 
pn»ent  allowance,  and  what  it  was  .now  pro- 
posed to  raise  it  to.  By  changing  tbe  per  diem, 
or  daily  allowaaoe,  into  a  saury,  or  gross  sum, 
a  concealment  of  the  increase  of  pay  was,  be 
would  not  say  so^ht  or  intended,  yet  it  certain- 
ty was  effected.  What  number  of  persoasabroad, 
he  asked,  would  comprehend  tbe  full  effect  of  the 
change,  or  possera  proper  data  upon  which  to 
make  a  correct  estimate  and  comparison  between 
tbe  present  daily  allowanee  and  that  which  waa 
contemplated?   Even  in  that  House  there  was 
great  difference  of  opinion  on  tbe  subject.  The 
chairman  of  tbe  committee  stated  it,  including 
an  average  of  extra  sessions,  at  between  nine  and 
ten  dollars.  He  contended  they  were  not  likely 
to  have,  for  some  years  to  oimie,  any  cxtta  se^ 
sion.  Tet  the  very  fact  tbat  there  might  or 
might  not  be  exura  aessionsj  was  almost  eonoiu- 
sive  argument  of  itself  in  favor  of  the  dd  mode 
of  a  per  diem,  and  against  the  proposed  ebanm 
of  it  into  a  fixed  salary  and  gross  sum.  At  ul 
events  there  was  not  the  most  distant  prospect  of 
an  extra  session,  neither  had  there  been  one  da- 
ring tbe  Constitutional  term  of  the  present  (3oa- 
gress.  He  ,wa8  strictly  correct,  therefore,  and 
fnlly  authwized  in  estimating  the  addition  of 
pay  which  would  actually  be  received  by  tbe 
present  members,  at  an  increase  of  from  one  hun- 
dred to  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.,  or  atnn 
average  of  at  least  fourteen  dollars  a  day,  boidei 
tbe  annual  travelling  allowance  of  six  dollars 
every  twenty  miles.   Indeed,  this  was  so  f>bvi- 
oosly  tbe  case,  tbat  be  had  heard  it  in  conver- 
sation, candidly  acknowledged,  that  the  mode 
adopted  of  giving  an  annnu  salary  insletd  of  a 
per  diem,  was  tbe  only  one  whioh  coold  render 
the  thing  palatable*  and  make  it  go  down  with 
tbe  people.  And  this  very  obswvalion  and  ae- 
knowled^inent  had  been  by  no  means  one  of  tlw 
smallest  inducements  with  him  to  turn  his  atten- 
tion lArticulariy  to  the  subject,  and  rise  in  o|qie- 
sitioD  to  the  bill. 

Bat  even  granting  it  to  be  expedient  to  increase 
their  pay  for  the  future,  it  was,  io  every  possible 
view,  incorrect  and  nnbteominrvto  give  the  btU. 
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a  relrospeetire  operation.   When  the  oiembers 
of  this  Confess  were  elected  they  well  knew 
they  would  be  entitled  to  six  dollars  a  day,  aod 
no  more.   They  accepted  their  seats  under  this 
express  eonditioo.  Bat  if  the  bill  passed,  each 
member  would  reeeire  fifteen  huudred  dollars 
for  the  year  eoding  on  the  4ih  of  March,  which 
was  already  elapsed,  and  during  which  they  bad 
barely  been  in  session  three  months.   Thus,  in- 
stead of  $180  a  month,  or  $540  for  three  months, 
to  which  they  were  dow  entitled,  and  which 
-    many  bad  already  drawn,  the  members  would 
reeeire  $1,600  eaen,  while  the  Presidentjpro  tern. 
of  the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
RepreieotatiTes,  instead  of  $1,080,  to  which  they 
wonld  be  entitled  as  the  law  now  stood,  would 
each  reeeire  (3,000 }  the  members  a  per  diem  at 
the  rale  of  about  seventeen  dollars  per  day,  ex- 
elnsirely  of  the  usual  allowance  for  trarellin^ 
expenses;  the  President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  a  per  diem  of  rather  upward  thirty-three  dol- 
lars, likewise  exclusive  of  the  usoal  allowance  of 
travelliDg  expenses.  The  President  pro  tern.,  and 
the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker,  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Fourteenth  Congress,  wotud 
coaoequenity  reeeire  a  gratuity,  (for  a  gratuity, 
concealed  aa  it  might  b^  it  eertamlr  was,}  orer 
and  abore  their  luaal  per  diem,  at  the  close  of  a 
Moody  and  expensire  war,  ont  of  the  public  cof- 
fers, to  the  amoant  of  atwut  $200,000  for  their 
eerriees  the  three  months  last  past,  during  which 
they  had  literally,  and  to  the  best  of  his  recollec- 
tion, done  nothing  else  bat  make  appropriationsi 
and  lay  uxes.  Yet  honorable  gentlemen  had 
spoken  of  this  gratuity  and  angmenution  of  pay 
they  were  about  to  rote  to  themselves,  aa  a  mere 
pittance,  which  the  liberality  of  their  coDstitu- 
ents  wenld  confirm  without  a  vecoad  thought  on 
the  subject}  nay,  several  had  gone  so  far  as  to 
aay,  if  the  corhmittee  had  erred,  it  was  rather  in 
Axing  npou  a  sum  too  small,  than  in  recommend- 
ing one  too  large.  He  thought  very  differently. 
And  though  he  had  as  much  confidence  in  the 
liberality  of  those  whom  he  immediately  repro- 
aented,  as  any  other  gentleman  eonldhareinihat 
of  his  immediate  eoastitnent^  yet  when  he  rec- 
ollected bow  liberally  taxes  had  been  laid  on 
them  already  daring  the  prnent  Congress,  and 
the  high  tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  importations 
about  to  be  added  to  these,  by  way  of  bouotj  to 
domestie  maaaAietares,  he  conld  not  find  it  in 
fait  conscience  to  draw  upon  their  liberality  for  a 
gratuity,  and  an  addition  to  his  pay  at  sueh  a 
moment,  apd  under  snoh  circumstances. 

Were  there  no  other  objections  then  to  the  bill, 
this  extraragant  retrospective  operation  would 
be  a  sufficient  inducement  with  him  to  rote 
against  it  But  he  had  a  still  stronger,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  unanswerable  objection  to  the  bill, 
on  aceooot  of  the  proposed  change  in  the  mode 
of  compensation,  aod  the  norelty  of  eonrerting 
members  of  the  'Legislature  into  salary  t^ers. 
They  were  said,  indeed,  to  be  mere  day  laborers, 
oad  that  it  was  beneath  their  dignity  to  reeeire  a 
■t^jieid,  as  thoi^h  they  were  mere  htwers  of  wood 
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aod  drawers  of  water.  He  saw  (no  foree  in  the 
obserration.  They  were  in  fact,  and  in  truth, 
day  laborers,  and  must,  from  the  nature  of  their 
services,  continue  such.  Their  predecessors  bad 
been  so,  and  had  received  for  upwards  of  thirty 
years  a  per  diem,  in  proportion  to  their  daily  ser- 
vices. Vet,  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  erei 
heard  a  whisper  as  to  its  baneful  influence  on 
their  dignity,  or  that  the  receipt  of  a  per  diem 
had  affected,  one  way  or  the  other,  the  standing 
or  respectability  of  the  members  of  Congresi. 

Not  only  their  dignity,  howerer,  was  all  of  a 
sudden  found  to  be  lessened  by  the  old  mode  of 
compensation,  but  members,  it  seems  likewise  to 
be  most  unexpectedly  diseorvred,  reeeired  loss 
than  clerks  ia  many  of  the  offices,  or  those  on* 
ployed  to  copy  their  own  proeeediogs;  and,  it 
was  triumphantly  demanded,  whether  members 
of  that  honorable  body  were  not  worthy  of  at 
least  as  much  compensation  as  mere  quill-drivers. 
He  really  did  not  expect  soeb  an  argument  (welt 
enough  adapted,  perhaps,  to  a  newspaper  para- 
graph) would  have  been  serioasly  urged  in  that 
House.  He  would  ask  in  return,  whether  the 
question  had  been  fairly  stated,  or  whether  there 
was  any  point  of  comparison  between  a  clerk 
who  earned  his  daily  bread  by  personal  labor  and 
his  skill  in  figures  and  pmmanship,  and  a  mem- 
ber who  was  elerated  to  a  seat  in  that  august  ■ 
body ;  to  whose  care  was  committed  the  desti- 
nies of  this  great  and  rising  Republic.  He  put 
it  to  gentlemen  themselres  to  say,  whether  it 
was  indeed  with  a  view  of  making  a  livelihood, 
or  opon  the  principle  of  obtaining  compenntioa 
for  their  scrrices,  that  they  sought  or  accepted  of 
the  high,  dignified,  and  responsible  situation  of  a 
Represents  tire  of  the  people.  He  was  confident 
that  gentlemen,  one  and  alt,  would  spurn  at  the 
suggestion.  Indeed,  the  honoraUe  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  who  was  one 
of  the  most  zealoos  supporters  of  the  bill,  had 
giren  the  most  decided  negatire  to  any  such  idea, 
and  the  strongest  argument  in  faror  of  the  prin- 
ciple he  advocated,  when  be  stated  it  to  be  his 
Bober  and  well-digoted  opinion,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  should  not  be  allowed  aay  pay 
whatever. 

On  this  point,  howerer,  he  had  the  mitfortane 
likewise  to  differ  from  that  gentleman ;  and  he 
well  remembered,  at  s  former  period,  and  as  a 
member  of  a  former  Congress,  when  economy 
and  repobtiean  jragality  and  simplicity**  were  as 
mueh  the  cry  and  watchword  of  the  day,  as  are 
at  this  time  "dignitr,  end  living  like  gentlemen,** 
he  well  rememMreo  he  had  resisted  most  strenu- 
ously a  proposal  lo  reduce  the  pay  of  members 
of  Congress  to  three  or  four  dollars  a  day.  He 
had  done  so  from  motives  and  principles  not  dis- 
similar to  those  which  aetuated  him  at  present  ia 
opposing  an  increase  of  pay. 

He  had  always  understood  that  the  object  of 
giving  a  per  dim  to  members,  either  of  the  State 
or  National  Legishitares,  was  not  by  way  of  a 
eompensation  for  their  services,  still  lees  to  rem^ 
nerate  ihem  fbt  saerifiees  of  pecuniary  or  personal 
advantages  of  any  kind.    No ;  the  real  object 
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ip*8  fo  rniHt  individtMls,  wboae  printe  aie*«s 
vonld  Mt  «oabl«  tbein  to  atteDd  ibe  lenwiw  tf 
the  mfeetire  Legswlatnres,  to  meet  the  mo4«rat« 
aad  retaoMbte  expesKs  to  which  tfaey^  raiut  ne- 
cenatUy  be  nbjeeted  by  their  altendaaee  on  them, 
moi  to  the  en^  that  the  eemtry  nif  bt  aot  be  alio- 
fether  deprived  the  Berticei  oi  men  in  narrow 
cifetHMtaooet,  from  then  inability  tosoffic*  to  tfaii 
ntm  expense.  Heoee,  and  id  the  sane  ^irit,  a 
■lodefate  and  resMwaUe  aUawaMc  was  made  tot 
tiaTrilini  apwaee  ■  not  at  neb  a  rate,  howerer. 
M  woau  be  reqitittd  by  the  nabob  of  the  Southj 
mfaw  the  gtntlettan  froitt  MaMa«bM«ti  (Mr. 
Kim)  dewribes.  and  who,  he  telle  ae— ^ith  aU 
the  giMTity  and  dtgnity  be  peieeim  in  ao  emwettt 
a  degiee,  and  wMeh  eo  Irell  becomes  the  oeea- 
sloii— euBot  Ml  along  witbe«l  his  carriage  and 
two  horses,  and  two  blaek  servantst  and  two  ilogs, 
b«t-«ueh  as  woald  enable  a  deoent  and  respeeta- 
Ue  indiTidoal  to  transport  bimeelf  eomfort^y 
Aftd  eonTeniently  from  hie  pfawa  ef  rcsfleaee  lA 
the  oeatof  GoTcramenu 

Saab,  bevood  ail  deabt,  wts  the  prinetple  opoa 
wUeh^ay  has  heretofore  beefe  given  to  membets 
oftheBlateand National LegisMares.  Thiswas 
the  correet  medium  between  the  two  ectremes 

fefnsiBg  to  pay  their  reaseoable  espeose^  or 
of  ffiTiag  Mlariet  laffieiontly  Uitf  to  compefteate 
■mwre  of  die  respec«iT»  L^ialames  isr  the 
1M»  «f  time^  Ibe  saerifieea  they  made  of  individ- 
mloaaifortiilnd  lUt  divaiaitmef  their  talents  and 
iidiistryfffom  their  nsori  amcMlions;  bythelrst 
i^efttative,  deprfTiog  the  eoontry  altogether  of 
^  serriees  of  persons  in  nateaw  otremnsiances, 
Md  thnwing  tne  Qoremmem  entirely  into  the 
haada  of  the  rieh ;  bv  the  latter,  attempting  Co  do 
that  which,  if  omtied  into  exeoutioar,  woakTbanh- 
mpt  the  notion*  It  wa^  in  &ot,  not  to  be  cx- 
peoted  not  eatealated  npon,  that  the  bett  and 
ant-rate  talents  of  the  eauntry  eoald  or  woald 
be  drawn  out,  in  common  and  peaceable  limes, 
by  any  salary  which  night  be  ofiered ;  &r  1»«  by 
each  an  aaaaal  stipend  as  that  pn^raard.  In  mo- 
MiUs  of  great  crisis — on  occasions  of  iauineat 
dMMsr  and  naiionai  exigeney— the  ontor  patrim 
-^a  genial  impulse  of  great  minds  would  foree 
sneh  men  to  come  forward  and  uke  a  part  in  the 
MblM  eonneUe.  Bat.  to  expect  such  a  sacrifice 
•f  I»iTatepnrsirits,and  iadindnal  enjoyment  and 
VDolmeot  on  ihw  part,  in  ordinary  timeB,  was 
mi  of  the  oaestioo.  He  nore  than  doaM, 
Mdeed,  whether  any  salary,  the  moat  augduie 
lueads  of  the  bill  tooM  preraU  on  dnaHelvea  to 
propose,  woald  insire  a  nore  laepeeiabic  repre- 
mtation  than  that  whieh  composed  the  pteseni 

The  point  at  itsOe,  then,  it  woald  seem,  between 
the  gentleiaaa  and  himself,  was,  that  they  pro- 
posed to  remunerate  members  for  their  services 
and  sacrifices ;  whilst  he,  aceording  to  the  princi- 
pie  heretofore  acted  upon,  tboai^t  it  most  expe- 
oiwt  to  confine  the  pay  to  stwh  an  amonnt  as 
would  defrajr  their  necessary  and  reasonable  ex- 
penses, coming  to,  attending  on,  and  reiaroiog 
Horn,  the  MationatLegtslatnre.  Take  either  horn 
of  the  dilemBa,aad  lie  WM  cqaaliy  opposed  to 


the  hill.  He  eoatended  tbat  it  was  perfieetly  fav- 
eieal  to  talk  of  drawing  out  the  firM-rate  tatence 
ud  characters  by  soch  a  salary  as  fifteen  hen* 
dred  dollars.  On  the  eootrary,  this  sum,  whva 
fixed  and  oertaio,  was  about  suffieieat  to  t«apt 
the  cupidity  and  excite  the  avarice  of  the  eeeond 
or  third  rate  couaty  oonrt  lawyer,  the  idle  and 
noisy  demagogue,  or  the  lowest  grade  of  poHticod 
brawlers,  who  haunted  the  taverns  and  tippU^ 
houses,  and  siuoneil  die  «ars  of  the  peacaabla  oiti- 
nas  with  their  devotion  lo  republieaniem,  ihar 
love  of  the  people,  and  tlwir  exelusive  pairiotiaik 
Hcte  thequestioa  preaented  itaelf,aftd  he  wonU 
examine  whether  the  eU  per  Am  of  six  ddtan 
was  or  was  not  anffiaienf  to  m«et  the  feManahte 
and  necessary  exftenscs  of  a  member  whilst  a^ 
tending  to  his  official  duties.  He  iRHrid  e*ndidi|r 
aeknowledge  tbat  money  had  depNeiated ;  that 
living  was  (nominally  at  least)  higher ;  tbat  ib« 

freuaiary  reaeofoes  of  a  memb«r,  arising  from 
is  pay,  were  not  as  great  or  as  favorable  to  him 
aa  tbey  had  been  in  former  and  better  tiam.  Bmt 
this  was  DOt  to  last  forever.  In  the  meantimej  a 
was  equally  felt  by  all  these  in  any  way  eoa- 
neeted  or  ootRemed  with  the  General  GMver»- 
ftlent— the  puUtc  creditor,  the  old  seldiet,  the  di»> 
banded  oflleer— indeed,  by  every  portion  of  tlM 
eomniMiiy,  even  ia  thetr  i^vate  oonteMs  and 
mpaciiy.  He  nw  no  rcasm,  thef^re,  why  the 
membera  of  Ganmrem  shoald  sepniaie  ihenMelvttk 
ftem  all  other  olasses  of  then  eemmnniiy,  ani 
make  use  of  their  offieiai  stttioB  «o  eaeape  from 
the  pressure  of  an  evil  eomtiHm  to  all,aBui  oaeftr 
which  it  would  better  beeoae  titem,  and  it  «u  ikurix 
boundra  doty,  to  endeavor  to  fiad  aa  efficient  iM^ 
edy.  He  moreover  oonteoded^  the  depreeintkm 
notwithstaadiag,  that  a  member  oould  live  con- 
veniently, comiortahly,  abundantly— Hiy,  and  like 
a  gentleman,  toe,  if  this  was  to  be  the  eriieitont 
upon  the  present  par  diem.  He  could  prove  it, 
he  thought,  beyond  all  eontradiolton,  by  figures^ 
Take,  for  example,  the  expenditure  of  a  week  in 
WashiogCQO,  at  the  highest  rate,  and  for  w^t  he 
should  presume  to  be  aa  ample  estaWisfaiMD^ 
even  for  a  gentleman :  boarding  and  lodging,  (the 
highest  charge  be  had  heard  of)  fiAeen  dollH% 
a  servant  four,  two  horses  eight.  He  did  net 
include  the  two  dogs  of  the  benerable  gentlomaa 
from  Blaamebascus,  as  this  neecesary  ai^ndaga 
to  the  di|aity  of  a  neasber  was  imkaowa  le  himp- 
self  or  aiiher  itf  his  coUmgues,  aad  mast  belo^ 
he  presWDed,  exclusivelv  to  Virgtata  and  the 
other  laiya  States.  The  wove  three  Hems  amoaat 
to  twenty-seven  dollars,  which,  dedaeted  fieai 
twelve  doUars,  the  sroas  amouat  ef  a  yreek^  pay, 
at  six  doUms  per  atan,  would  leave  a  bnlaBCe  of 
fifteea  dollars  per  week  for  extm  expenses,  i»- 
elodiag  Madeira,  which  the  veteran  mceaber  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  WBiaat)  seeaaed  to  think  had 
likewise  become  ladispeasaUe  to  the  dignity  ef 
a  gentleman  who  bad  in  these  days  a  seat  in  Con- 
gress.  And  on  this  point,  at  least,  he  oaadiAy 
acknowledged,  and  was  happy  to  find,  that  hm 
feelings  were  somewhat  in  unisAa  with  his  M 
Congressional  friend  and  aaaaaialanee ;  iho^(b 
be  h«l,  nevertheless,  sune  doobts  whether  tlte 


Digitized  by 


Googit 


1166 


Hi8T0I»r  OF  0ONaKi»& 


1166 


munber  wk9  bad  laade  a  Ule  diaoer  or  bis  sup- 
per vith  Ivoira  bretd  aod  a  raraUcr  of  eeouiae 
cid«r,  would  not  find  bims^  od  the  following 
morun^  fully  as  adeqaate  to  perform  the  duties 
of  a  legislator,  as  the  one  who  had  feasted  sum^ 
uioasly  with  the  best  white  loaf,  or  enjoyed  his 
boiU^  even  of  the  deservedly  far-famed  cud  kUh 
of  Alexandria. 

The  eentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  RANnou'a) 
liad  said  it  was  immoral,  amira  botyu  monpf,  to 
oblige  members  lo  live,  for  the  want  of  means, 
so  many  months  separated  from  their  ^milies. 
TiMic  was  point  and  pith  in  thi&as  there  usually 
were  in  the  remarks  of  that  genUeman.  He  per- 
ffotly  ac4)uieseed  in  the  truth  an^  justice  of  it; 
biu.  befue  it  conld  have  any  weight  with  him  in 
Hiking  np  his  mind  on  the  present  question,  he 
mwt  M  eonvineed  that  the  propowd  aogmentar 
tima  woald  remedy,  oi  al  least  have  a  connden- 
bla  tendency  to  remedy,  the  evil.  From  fais.own 
kaowledg^  be  was  convinced  it  could  and  would 
not*  He  was  confident  that  the  contemplated 
addition  to  the  old  per  diem  would  not  enable 
^eatlcuen,  who  had  not  other  and  private  means 
of  ibeir  own,  to  bring  their  wives  and  children 
with  them  j  nor  did  he  believe  that  one  additional 
fitmily  would  spend  their  Winter  at  Wasbiiigtoa 
ia  consequence  of  it.  The  only  e^t  of  this  in- 
csmsed  oompeaaation  would  be,  that  the  expen- 
sive habits  and  inclinations  of  one  portion  of  the 
members  would  be  encouraged  and  excited,  whilst 
otJurs,  who  were  more  saving  and  economical, 
Vf  oald  carry  heavier  purses  home  with  them. 

Another  argument  had  been  advanced,  which 
likewise  carried  with  it  soine  aj^pearance  of  plau- 
sibility. It  was  said  this  addition  of  ray  would 
Usaea  the  anxiety  and  aeoeanty  for  Sxeeutive 
fkwm  and  appointment^  aad  that  Executive  in- 
flaenee  and  coatnd  in  and  over  that  body  would 
be  thereby  diminished.  He  was  convinced,  bow- 
ifver,  it  would  have  a  contrary  tendeocyr  The 
momcflt  a  seat  in  Congress  was  regarded  as  a 
BMJoey  job,  or  members  were  induced  to  change 
their  habits,  and  live  beyond  their  regular  means, 
by  a  temporary  addition  to  them,  they  would  im- 
bibe expensive  notions  and  inclinations.  Their 
wants  would  increase;  their  families,  as  well  as 
themselves,  would  be  disposed  to  ape  the  follies 
and  extravagances  of  tfie  rich  contractor^  unprin- 
eipled  spectiUior,  and  every  other  description  of 
UHWeved  men,  or  of  men  without  money,  who 
lived  oy  means  of  their  wits,  and  at  the  expense 
of  the  industrious  classes  of  the  community.  De- 
pmdenoe  most  be  the  natural  and  unavoidable 
eonaequence.  An  overweening  anxietf  and  irre- 
sistible necessity  of  obtaining  Executive  favors 
and  patronage,  per  foM  out  wb/m,  must  as  certainly 
fUlow.  Moderation,  frugality,aod  economy  were 
the  only  safeguards  to  the  iudependence  and  in- 
tegrity of  men  in  public  life.  It  was  not  ouly  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  most  sacred  maxim  of 
morality,  thus  to  lead  them  iuto  temptation;  but 
the  doctrine  of  the  present  day,  and  that  preached 
up  on  the  present  occasioo,  which  went  to  per- 
suade members  that  it  was  necessary  to  live  in  a 
aCyle  beyond  what  was  decent,  rwpectable,  and 
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eomformU^  and  to  entice  them  into  atfenm  and 
a  kind  of  living  beyond  what  they  were  aceiu- 
tomed  to,  or  had  the  private  means  of  keeping  up 
at  home,  was  contrary  to  the  soundest  dictates  of 
common  sense,  and  dangerous  in  the  extreme. 
By  doing  so,  they  must  become  needy  aod  cra,v- 
ing,  and  be  placed  precisely  in  that  situation  mb|t 
likely  to  render  them  subservient  to,  and  then 
perhaps  reluctant,  yet  not  less  implicit  tools  of, 
that  branch  of  the  Government  which  could  alo^e 
supply  their  immediate  and  most  pressing  wan^, 
and  hold  out  to  them  in  expectation  a  rich  hj|K* 
vest  and  ample  share  of  the  loaves  and  fishes  ^t 
its  disposal. 

But  it  was  contended  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  that  this  iocrease  of  pay,  acd  change 
of  the  per  diem  into  a  salary,  would  shorten  the 
sessions  of  Congress,  put  an  end  to  long  speeches— 
in  a  word,  be  the  panacea  or  cure-all  to  every  evil. 
Such  might  be  the  ease  in  part,  partioolarly  Bib 
relates  to  the  shortening  of  the  sessions  of  tbat 
body.  He  more  than  doubted,  nevertheless,  if  it 
was  so,  whether  such  an  alternative  was  alto- 
gether desirable.  The  honorable  cbairmas  ap- 
peared to  him  not  to  have  examined,  with  nts 
usual  sagacity,  both  sides  before  he  had  made  up 
his  mind  on  the  question.  Upon  his  own  data, 
it  would  seem  evident,  on  the  one  hand,  that  aA 
augmentation  of  pay  could  not  be  necessary ;  for 
his  arguments  went  to  show,  that  the  present  siK 
dollars  per  diem  tempted  members  to  make  long 

recbes,  aod  spin  out  the  session— to  the  en? 
t  they  might  reap  the  greater  emolument  by 
rwaaining  here  and  obtaining  a  greater  numbft 
of  days'  pay.  It  followed,  of  necessity,  that  tbp 
old  and  present  allowance  was  found  experimaa- 
lally  to  be  not  only  sufficient,  bat  highly  desirable* 
Oa  the  other  band,  if  the  per  dietn  wia  cbaagid 
into  a  salary,  and  that  salary  increased,  in  order  to 
shorten  the  sessions  and  pqt  down  long  speechf^ 
might  there  not  (deduci^  the  same  proMble  ef> 
fects  from  the  same  efficieot  causes])  be  with  jus- 
tice serious  apprehmiioDs  eaterteined  lest  tbp 
members  should,  in  time  to  come,  be  induced  to 
shorten  the  sessions  too  much,  and  hurry  over 
the  public  business  somewhat  unadvisedly,  and 
before  it  was  properly  and  sufficiently  matured) 
This  was  perhaps  too  often  the  case,  even  at  this 
time,  acd  under  existiag  circumsuuces. 

What,  then,  was  to  m  upected,  according  tp 
the  data  given,  from  a  measure  the  necessary 
operation  of  which  was  to  place  the  interest  <u 
the  individual  in  direct  oj^ition  to  hisduty,aad 
to  reader  his  emolument  greater  or  le»,  in  exact 
proportion  to  the  shortness  of  the  (wtiod  he  de- 
voted to  his  puUic  duties,  and  remained  in  this, 
as  itwas  said,  most  expensive  city.  Now,ihougJ» 
he  was  by  no  means  fond  of  too  much  regulation, 
yet  he  confessed  he  saw  no  very  great  inconve- 
nience or  danger  likely  to  accrue  to  the  Republic 
from  too  much  discussion.  For  his  own  j>art,  .be 
would  rather  be  condemned  to  lisieo  to  fiit^  long 
aod  tedious  speeches  than  contribute,  «u6«Uen<t(^ 
to  the  passage  of  one  bad  law,  or  be  obliged  to 
vote  for  a  measure  he  had  not  beard  explained  or 
did  not  comprehend. 
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There  was  another  aspect  in  which  this  subject 
presented  itself  to  him  as  of  vital  importance,  and 
as  affording  cause  for  serious  alarm.  He  was 
perfectly  satisfied,  in  his  own  mind,  that  no  mea- 
sure could  be  devised  which  would  increase,  so 
enormously  and  fearfully,  the  influence  of  the 
executive  over  the  legislative  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  throw  the  latter  5o  completely  under 
the  control  of  the  former  as  this  salary  sy&tem. 
Not  only  the  sessions  would  (hereby  be  injuriously 
aborteiied,  but  business  would  be  hurried  through 
any  how  and  every  how.  Congress  would  meet 
for  little  else  than  to  lay  taxes  and  make  appro- 
priations. Laws  would  be  passed  as  they  were 
sent  ready  drawn  up  from  the  several  departments, 
and  measures,  kindly  and  previously  matured  by 
tbe  industry  and  stiperior  wisdom  of  (he  Execu- 
tiTe,  would  be  adopted,  right  or  wrong,  with  little 
if  any  discussion.  He  entreated  gentlemen  to 
take  vtU  view  of  tbe  subject,  before  they  made 
up  their  minds  on  the  question,  and  to  postpone 
the  bill  at  least  till  the  next  session,  and  until 
they  bad  gone  home  and  consulted  with  their 
constituents  in  regard  to  it.  He  could  not,  for  his 
own  part  at  least,  but  regard  this  change  of  the 
per  diem  into  a  salary,  or  gross  sum,  as  a  dan- 
gerous innovation,  and  one  likely  to  be  attended 
with  the  worst  consequences. 

Our  Government  had  been  described  with  some 
humor,  and  not  less  justice,  perhaps,  as  a  species 
otlogocracy.  It  was  in  fact  and  in  essence  very 
mucn  ofone.  It  could  not  get  along  without  consid- 
erable discussion.  The  people  ought  and  would 
know»  what  were  the  motives  which  led  to  this 
or  that  measure,  or  why  one  law  was  passed,  and 
another  rejected.  Now,  he  knew  of  no  mode  by 
which  this  information  could  be  obtained  by  them 
more  conreniently  or  satisfactorily,  than  ibroagh 
the  debates  in  Congress,  and  the  speeches  of  their 
Representatives,  He  was  disposed,  therefore,  to 
view  this  cacoetkes  loquendi,  which  some  gentle- 
men (who  possessed  it  in  no  trifling  degree  them- 
selves) complained  so  much  of,  with  some  little 
indulgence.  There  was,  indeed,  at  limes,  irksome, 
tedious  and  most  ridiculous  speeches  made  in 
that  House.  But  gentlemen  enjoyed  a  privilege 
which  they  had  very  generally,  and  not  very  un- 
frequently  availed  themselves  of  during  the  present 
session — the  privilege  of  not  listening  to  such 

Seeches  ;  whilst  tne  good  people  abroad  read 
em,  or  read  them  not,  according  as  the  subject, 
or  speaker,  or  any  other  circumstance,  excited 
their  cariosity,  or  attracted  their  attention. 

These  few  observations,  he  hoped,  would  tend 
to  reconcile  tbe  worthy  gentleman  from  Ken- 
toekr,  a  little,  to  the  inconvenience  of  long 
ipeecbes,  and  would  also,  be  trusted,  plead  in 
aome  measure  his  own  apology  for  tbe  length  of 
time  be  bad  encroached  upon  their  patience.  He 
should  not  have  indulged  himself  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, but  that  the  active  opposition  to  tbe  bill  ap- 
peared to  devolve  almost  exclusively  upon  him- 
self, whilst  the  first  talents  in  the  House  had  been 
brought  forward  in  support  of  it.  He  would  fur- 
ther observe  that  in  the  ground  he  had  taken,  be 
thought  himself  supported  by  the  spirit,  if  not 


the  letter  of  that  articfe  of  tbe  Constitutloa, 
which  prohibited  a  Senator  or  Represeniative 

from  being  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under 
the  United  States,  that  bad  been  created,  or  (be 
emoluments  of  which  were  increased  daring  the 
tiraefor  which  he  bad  been  elected.  Certainhewas 
that  in  South  Carolina,  bis  native  State,  and  tbe 
one  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  do  act 
to  increase  the  compensation  of  tbe  members  of 
the  Legislature  could  take  effect  till  after  a  new 
election  ;  nor  did  the  provisions  of  any  soch  act 
go  into  operation,  except  in  favor  of  those  who 
were  chosen  to  serve  in  a  succeeding  Liegfislatoie. 
He  had  long,  therefore,  been  accustomed  to  regard 
this  as  the  true  and  the  most  decorous,  as  well  as 
the  most  correct  principle,  and  be  should  not, 
he  trusted,  be  accused  of  presumption  if  he  ret- 
tured  to  recommend  it  to  that  House,  as  a  pre- 
cedent which  it  would  well  become  them  to  im* 
itale. 

Before  he  sat  down,  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  add, 
that  he  was  perfectly  aware,  the  stand  &e  bad 
made  in  opposition  to  an  increase  and  change  of 
the  per  diem  into  a  salary,  (indeed  it  had  been 
more  than  insinuated  in  the  course  of  the ddiate,) 
would  be  attributed  to  a  desire  of  obtaining  popu- 
larity, and  an  anticipation  of  the  popular  edict  it 
would  probably  have  out  of  doors.  He  woald 
not  sav  that  such  feelings  might  not  liave  had 
some  influence  on  his  mind  and  condaci;  for  he 
pretended  not  to  be  less  fallible  than  those  around 
him.   But  he  could  with  justice,  and  in  sober 
truth  aver,  that  he  was  opposed  upon  princif\e  to 
the  measure,  and  more  especially  to  the  change 
of  the  per  diem  into  a  fixed  salary ;  a  system tha^ 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied,  would  augment  moit 
enormously  the  power  of  Exeeuttre  infineacC) 
which  no  one,  he  believed,  would  deny  had  in- 
creased, was  increasing,  and  would  be.ifilwasDor 
already,  placed  by  this  new  system  beyond  all 
control.  Besides,  convenient  as  be  acknowledged 
such  an  addition  to  his  pay  would  be  to  bimielf, 
at  the  present  time,  as  well  as  to  other  gentlemea, 
yet  when  he  recalled  to  mind  the  heavy  tun 
which  had  been  or  must  be  laid ;  tbe  exorbinat 
tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  impotutioos,  likclf  to 
be  adopted  ;  the  large  and  unprecedented  (atleut 
in  time  of  profound  peace)  appropriations  tkey 
were  called  upon  to  make;  the  number  of  vet- 
erans who  bad  lately  been  disbanded,  and  tfaron 
penniless  upon  the  world:  the  debt  whicb 
oeen  incurred,  and  partially  funded ;  tbe  lii|e 
outsundiug  demands  not  yet  liquidated— in  t 
word,  when  be  passed  in  review  theae  and  sJailu 
matters,  it  did  seem  to  him  that  the  pnipoMd 
measure  was  wrong,  and  most  obrionsly  iH-awa. 
He  at  least  could  not  reconcile  it  to  himsdf ;  tad, 
though  sneered  and  laughed  at  by  more  than  oik 
honorable  gentleman,  for  so  expressing  hioiselL 
he  would  repeat,  he  should  be  ashamed  to  retan 
home  and  acknowledge  that,  under  such  eiretf* 
stances,  and  at  the  close  of  so  bloody  and  ezpc** 
sive  a  war,  he  had  voted  for,  or  even  n^lecin  w 
oppose  an  increase  of  pay  to  himself  and  toi^^ 
who,  like  himself,  represented  the  good  ftof^y 
these  United  Stateson  lhatfloor,ando«Me|ae*t'T 
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held  the  pane-strings  of  the  nation  st  their  dis- 
posal. 

Mr.  H.  eoneladed  by  repeating,  he  did  not 
think  tha  sessions  loi^.  The  House  was  some- 
times Tcxed  with  the  caeoetha  loquendi,  bat  the 
consequence  was,  that  measures  nad  a  ihir  and 
deliberate  consideration.  It  was  neeessarr,  he 
thoY]|rfat,  tbe  eommanitf  should  rightly  under- 
stand the  acts  of  Congress ;  andooeof  tbeadTan- 
tages  of  this  speechificatioD,  was,  that  tbe  people 
would  be  well  informed,  and  our  measures  be 
well  matured.  Looe  speaking,  be  contended, 
was  no  such  great  era  as  had  been  asserted  j  be 
would  rather  have  ten  days  speaking  than  one 
law  ;  for  many  laws  were  an  evil.  Mr.  H.  said 
that  the  Abbe  Sicard,  so  celebrated  for  teaching 
the  deaf  and  dumb,  had  latriy  published  that  there 
was  a  nation  in  North  America  who  had  no  lan- 
guage at  all,  but  did  ererythiDg  by  signs.  He 
was  friendly  to  debate  beeaose  he  himaelf  Alt  its 
good  effects,  for  be  now  entertained  rery  different 
opinions  on  some  subjects  from  those  he  brought 
here.  Onrs,  he  said,  was  a  hgoeracy,  it  was  in 
rain  to  deny  it,  and  we  ourtt  to  act  in  the  spirit 
of  the  QoverDinent,  &e.  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the 
charge  of  fold  iaa  newspapers,  ftc,  and  said  it  was 
no  worse  than  the  practice  of  loungtog  about  the 
House  as  some  did.  He  concluded  by  declaring 
it  his  opinion  that  instead  of  diminishing  the 
.<iessioos,  he  tbouffht  it  would  be  better  to  make 
them  longer;  and  as  to  the  pay,  he  thought  the 
honor  of  the  station  was  sufficient  to  bring  gen- 
tlemen to  Congress,  without  any  influence  from 
pecuniary  considerations. 

Mr.  RAHnoLPH  said,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hooer, 
that  he  agreed  with  bim  in  just  one  half  of  one 
of  his  propositions,  which  was  that  speeches  did 
no  harm.  In  his  opinion  they  were  like  old 
women's  physic,  they  did  neither  good  nor  barm. 
The  gentleman  (Mr.  Huoeb)  thoogbt  no  pay 
ought  to  be  lillowed,  because  gentlemen  ought  to 
come  here  for  honor ;  if  that  is  the  case,  many, 
said  Mr.  R.,  come  for  what  they  do  not  get. 
Many  of  the  clerks,  it  had  been  said,  received 
more  than  the  members  of  Congress— yet,  Mr.  R. 
said,  there  was  no  clerk  who  ever  drudged  harder 
than  be  did ;  in  proof  of  which,  he  briefly  detailed 
the  course  of  labor  and  study  be  imposed  on  him- 
self whilst  here  in  the  public  service.  Mr.  R. 
denied  that  the  members  could  lire  comfortably 
on  six  dollars  a  day  now,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  case  when  the  pay  .was  first  fixed. 
He  adverted  also  to  tbe  salaries  of  some  other 
officers  of  the  OoTeromeot,  particularly  the  Chief 
Jostiee,  who  was  pntoS  with  a  scanty  pittance. 
The  pay  at  first  fixed  for  those  officers  was  some- 
thing like  a  decent  compensation,  bot  now  pltifhl 
and  disgrawful.  The  gentleman  (Mr.  Huots) 
mnat  pardon  me,  said  Mr.  R-  if  I  think  his  argu- 
ments are  better  ealeulated  for  what  is  called  on 
this  side  of  the  river  ttump,  than  for  this  Com- 
mittee, d^e. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  wished 
this  measure  correctly  and  properly  understood, 
thst  the  people  might  judge  of  its  merits.  He 
never  eoncealed  from  his  eonstitueots  his  aenti- : 


meots  on  political  sul^eets,  and  although  it  was 
a  measure  in  which  every  member  was  ooneemed 
individually,  be  never,  on  any  occasion,  consulted 
more  the  honor,  the  happiness,  the  rights,  the  in- 
dependence of  bis  constituents  and  his  country, 
than  io  proposing  a  ebaoge  in  the  mode  of  com- 
pensation to  members  of  Congress. 

He  had  been  a  member  of  Congress  for  eight 
years,  io  times  of  trial  and  difficulty,  when  the 
rights  of  the  nation  had  been  violated^  when 
storms  menaced  its  peace  and  tranquillity,  and 
when  a  severe  and  sanguinary  war  threatened  the 
very  basis  of  our  independence.  During  all  this 
period,  be  had  discovered  imminent  danger  to 
the  Republic  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  in  the 
very  councils  to  which  the  American  people 
looked  for  wisdom  and  direction — the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  We  wanted  energy  and 
decision  of  character  to  take  wise  and  strong 
measures.  Tbe  people  called  for  despatch  a 
business,  and  we  answered  them  with  long 
speeches.  We  were  many  times  upon  the  poittt 
of  taking  the  moat  important  questions ;  and  when 
it  was  expected  that  some  great  measure  would 
be  decided,  a  motion  for  adjournment  was  carried. 
In  this  way,  from  day  to  day,  from  week  to  week, 
and  ft-om  month  to  month,  a  long  session  was 
spun  out,  tbe  six  dollars  per  day  poeketied,  and 
little  or  nothing  done  to  relieve  our  distresses. 
When,  under  this  state  of  things,  the  people, 
driven  ahnost  to  despair,  poured  upon  us  their 
anathemas,  every  member  could  go  home  and 
tell  his  constituents  that  he  himself  was  innocent, 
and  that  tbe  fault  of  indecision  and  delay  rested 
entirely  with  others.  It  was  impossible  for  the 
people  to  ascertain  who  attended  to  his  doty  or 
who  n^lected  iL  The  members,  in  this  respect, 
evaded  their  responsibility,  beeause  invisitue  to 
their  constituents.  Altfanigh  we  might  patn^ 
the  streets,  or  vote  for  an  adjoummentat  three 
o'clock,  or  even  at  an  eartier  hour,  the  people 
remained  ignorant  of  our  delinquency. 

Mr.  J.  said  be  wished  every  man  to  be  respon- 
sible for  bis  conduct  to  the  peo]ple,  tbe  legitimate 
fountain  of  power  and  authority.  He  said  he 
wished  his  constituents  were  collected,  and  after 
hearing  the  subieet  discussed,  conid  decide  on 
this  occasion.  They  were  a  wise  people,  a  patri- 
otic people,  a  well-judging  people,  who  valued 
independence,  liberty,  and  honor  more  than  a 
few  cent^  or  dollars,  or  pounds.  Altbougb  be 
did  not  wish  to  say  anything  of  bis  own  attend- 
ance, it  waa  known  to  bis  friends  that  be  lost  no 
time  during  scssiona  of  Congress,  and  he  never 
voted  to  a^oum  when  the  iCmse  could  [wogresa 
with  business.  So  auich  for  the  cbai^  of  the 
mode  of  comfwnsation.  Bnt  one  objection  has 
been  made,  which  was  that  Cragress  might  harry 
business,  and  not  welt  mature  it.  There  waa  no 
danger  of  any  such  thing.  Business  of  import- 
ance would  always  be  thorooghly  investigated; 
and  as  to  matters  of  less  difficolty,  of  course,  they 
would  be  easily  understood;  and  not  only  so,  but 
the  mode  of  doiog  business  precluded  the  idea  of 
too  much  despatch.  Whst  was  that  mode  ?  A 
rabjeet  was  introduced  by  resolution  or  by  con- 
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jWHiiMtim  inoi  the  PvMMni,  or  hn4  of  •  d»- 
MittMBt,  or  b7  petitioD.  In  oithcr  oosc,  the  nb- 
jaot  referiM  to  •  ooniBictce  of  seren  mem- 
hm,  who  inireotigalcd  aad  rcimrted,  for  agaiut 
the  ouasnre;  the  rejaoit  wu  eeounitted  to  lbs 
wihole  Hotue  of  183  nembm  iji  cDmrnittee. 
prioted,  and  tafcea  up  at  some  fature  daj,  whea 
It  Has  read  twice  om,  diieiMed  hjr  sectioD^  and 
then  reported  to  the  Hoaic.  If,  after  tbia  iaVeio 
tigatioD,  it  was  apptoved  by  the  Hoase,  it  waa 
ordered  to*  third  readta^  aitd eagroeicd,  subject 
to  the  inipeotioa  of  aa  eaiMMing  comnitlee.  It 
was  tbea  read  over  a  ikrd  time  to  the  Hoqm 
before  it  was  fiaaUy  deoided.  If  it  fiassed  the 
Hotwe,  it  wae  leat  to  the  Senate,  where  the  aane 
I— liao  waa  pursued,  after  which  it  was  earoUed 
and  iaspeeted  bjr  a  jeiat  committee  of  both 
Houses,  and  ultiaMtdy  exauaad  and  appro  red 
by  the  Prasideal.  80  raaoh  at  to  the  oolf  objeo- 
tioa  made  to  At  OMde. 

u  BOW  attend  to  the  other  hrueh  of  the 
MgnnoDt,  the  amount  ofMapeasation.  On  this 
■Aliact  Mr.  J.  said  he  feltmuob  less  aaztoas  thau 
OB  the  other.  He  wanted  a  oerlaiu  sum  ifirai 
for  the  yew,  whether  it  anoaased  to  one  dollv 
ym  day,  or  to  ten  j  and,  as  to  himaelf  tadiridu- 
ally,  he  did  not  care  whether  the  sum  was  one 
^usand  fire  hnadred  dollart,  or  half  that  sum ; 
that  waa  with  the  House  to  determiae.  He  was 
UBtng  at  a  reform  to  the  prooeedinfs  of  Con- 
gress—a  reform  whiob  aum  uhc  plaoe  now  or 
at  some  other  period,  or  the  ceuatry  would  ooe 
day  he  eadaagered,  and  the  rights  of  the  people 
iftTaded.  Kvery  nwmber  who  has  voted  against 
thia  mgasBw  has  dedared  the  preaent  eompensa- 
tieik  iuid«i«ate.  Some  of  then  have  said  we 
iboald  hare  nine,  otheia  ten,  and  others  twelve 
deHan  per  daj;.  Mr.  J.  said  be  would  not  vote 
for  one  cent  in  addttwa  to  tha  per  diem.  It 
woold  be  an  indoeemeat  to  protract  the  seiuoa^ 
tiU  they  would  become  pcrpetnal,  and  that  would 
be  the  final  result  of  raisiuf  the  wans  by  the 
day.  But  if  awmbers  woidd  vote  for  toe  chauge, 
ana  thereby  iborteo  the  sessions,  aad  not  oaiy 
ahorua  the  sessioaa,  but  despalefa  and  transact 
aU  the  public  business,  then,  he  said,  he  was  will- 
ing to  Tote  for  aliberaieompensatioQ— a  compen* 
Biiicm  i^hicb  would  induce  members  to  remain 
in  their  seats,  wbich  wool^  in  somed^ree,  ia- 
denmify  them  for  the  sacrifices  of  happiness  and 
property,  which  any  man  of  business  most  nu^e, 
wkeaarTcchu  ooontrjr  as  a  Represeitative. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  would  rate  for  ao  anm  which, 
ia  fail  oainiott,  would  ultimataly  east  the  people 
of  the  United  Sutes  one  cent  more  than  the  pre»> 
eat  system.  He  asked,  then,  whether  the  sum 
pi«|ioaed  wwld  be  too  great  ^  and  whcihcr  such 
a  sum  would  ultimatuy  cost  the  Ctoveromeat 
mere  ?  Mr.  J.  said  he  had  looked  back  into  the 
Tarious  sessions  since  the  bc^ioniog  of  the  Qov- 
ernmeat— at  the  various  eontiagent  expenses  of 
eaoh  session,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  under 
the  proposed  compensatioa  money  would  be  saved 
to  the  iMitioo.  In  this  pecauiary  point  of  view, 
the  nation  would  be  the  gainer.  1st.  By  dispea- 
■aif  with  extra  sessjeiis  u  Congress,  which  mver 


oBfbt  to  t»ke  pl»ce  in  tha  United  Stat«a,  bm 
which  are  becoming  common.  Every  extim  s» 
sion  would  coat  the  Qovenunent  at  least  leo« 
$12(^300  to  tlfiO^OOO  more  than  Ihe  per  diem  ia 
mtleueaad  oaotumiwies.  But  let  it  be  recol- 
leetea  that  in  case  of  aa  extm  session,  whiefa  we 
may  suppose  necessary  in  some  extreme  case,  ao 
member  will  have  anything  more  in  eonsetneaet 
of  it.  It  may  be  asked,  what  would  vou  <to  ia 
any  emergencies,  such  as  those  which  nave  pra> 
dnoed  extra  sessicw?  In  such  casei^  the  call  of 
Congress  some  four  or  five  weeks  preriuu  to  the 
time  of  adjournment,  would  always  answer  the 
purpose,  as  ia  the  cane  of  the  attaek  nptn  the 
Cbesapeahe. 

Oeaaeftied  with  tha  whole  ^stem  of  expeiHi^ 
therefore,  the  piri)lie  wULsiLre  naonay  j  and  tf  that 
be  the  oase,  no  patriot  wiU  thiak  the  compraaa>- 
tion  toe  great  to  be  paid  for  the  tepiceeatattn 
hisehoice. 

let  us  coofiae  our  view  to  the  eoaapeaaar 
tioa,  afasuaeted  from  the  foregoing  coosideratioua. 
Members  eaonot  consider  this  as  a  great  augmea* 
tation.  Indeed  none  caa  think  so,  oompared 
with  what  we  get.  Nine  mouths  sessions  mil 

S've  each  member,  at  six  dollars  per  day,  oae 
OHsaad  six  hcmdrcd  aod  twenty  dtulars,  Hr.  J. 
said,  be  had  himself  received  at  one  session,  oaa 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  at  six  doUara  per 
day ;  and  be  was  convinced,  that  in  a  very  UtUe 
time,  the  wealthy  would  unite  with  anoiber  class 
of  men,  aad  have  either  perpetual  sessions,  or  xe^ 
sioBs  that  would  bring  to  each  nenbet  at  least 
one  thousand  five  bundled  doUan.  This,  he 
said,  demonstrated  the  propriatr  of  haviiw  a 
fixed  sum,  beyond  wbieb  we  eould  not  go ;  ual 
if  we  wasted  our  time,  it  would  be  at  our  own 
cxpenae.  Suppose,  said  he,  we  were .  to  continue 
our  eight  numths  sessions,  what  enomouB  cob- 
tiogeut  expenses  should  we  incur  ?  At  our  last 
session  our  coaiingent  expenses  amounted  te 
$50^000^  or  thercaMUL  De^ateh  of  business 
would  prevent  this.  In  a  session  of  three  monthk 
the  contingent  expenses  ought  not,  nor  would 
they  be,  more  than  about  jpiO,000,  a  saviiu;  of 
$30,000  in  each  session  of  six  moaiba.  ladeed, 
with  the  rules  ef  reform  which  thia  measuse 
mtut  introduce,  instead  of  $50,000,  the  amount 
heretofore  expended  for  piiniittg,  statiooery,  feel, 
attendants,  and  other  eontiugencics,  the  whole 
ought  not  to  exceed  tl5,000Tor  the  ooatii^eBl 
axpeasM  of  a  sessioo.  But  Congress  have  bai 
only  had  a  session  which  gaTa  each  lacmhci 
^,500:  it  is  in  our  power,  (and  I  foar  the  lime 
IS  not  for  diitaat  when  we  shall  avail  eunelvcc 
of  it,}  to  remain  in  session  till  each  member  wiU 
draw  $£(,000  from  the  Treasury.  In  this  point 
of  view,  it  is  neeeuary  to  limit  that  power.  But 
thoe  are  many  other  weighty  reasons  why  this 
compeusation  is  not  too  great. 

1st.  It  will  unite  patriotism  and  inttreat  tose- 
core  the  attendance  and  industry  of  memben. 

3d.  It  will  enable  a  roan  of  merit,  though  poor, 
as  well  as  the  man  of  wealth,  to  come  to  Congress, 
if  elected  by  the  people,  which  is  no  trifling  con- 
sideratioB.  This  is  the  oolji  ikee  and  hafpy  Qor- 
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nbwifil  OB  the  eartitv  Othet  ntioDs  ar«  ^roair- 
iff  aader  ibe  yoke  of  despotitm.  Pririleg^ 
ederv  we  eMaUnlied-^  aeUUtjr  to  riot  upoQ 
be  spoil*  of  tbe  people.  HeretdlareoD  an  eqoat- 
ty,  and  eli^ble  to  offion  Tbe  people,  on  tbe 
tky  «f  eleetioD.loob  to  meiit,  not  le  riebc&  They 
ftfc  for  tlM  fWhtitiee  of  tbe  canilidaies.  Tbey  io- 
|Bir*  into  their  pditfebl  seBtinaenu,  their  per- 
waaA  iotegrity  «od  taleots,  and  they  deeide  ae- 
mdii^f .  These  persom  may  have  families  to 
appert,  dmendeoi  apon  their  bUHnesi  or  |roIv8- 
ioQ,  whick  if  negleeicd,  tiiM  ariiject  tbem  to 
■aAerius.  It  ia  ifem  tbe  toty  of  tbe  people  (e 
iK>rd  t*«n  caeb  crapeMation  w  wifl  juiify 
ibetr  enci^^meBt  to  Mrve  tbem,  thai  the  eoaoiry 
Bay  not  be  sobjeei  to  tbe  dominioo  of  tbe  idle 
ud  proftigate,  or  of  MKb  at  are  bern  to  princely 
lerlOMa.  while  the  uett  sieritorioas  are  driWD, 
bf  a  a«a«e  of  tbet  doty  wbicb  tbey  ewe  to  tb«r 
Bynilies^  from  public  employment.  Mr.  J.  said, 
ke  «droea4ed  tbe  Maoaat,  not  on  bie  ewa  iadivi- 
iaal  aoAOUt.  In  bis  pretcni  utuation,  be  felt 
iulfe  teter«M  at  <o  ibe  amoaot.  He  was,  nerer'- 
AakM,  willing^to  reeeive  it,  bccauee  be  did  aot 
Ibink  it  too  neat.  It  was  after  ail  a  poor  eom- 
pMMMiMi*  Hie  nurin  objeetwaa,  taabortea  aea> 
■OBa^  aad  deepaick  tawtnare,  for  be  vonU  ratbar 
Mtre  tbiwe  ■kODlbafor  becbiag,  tban  eUmOoibs 
ia  each  yenr  for  six  dollars  per  day.  Tbe  aaeri* 
See  waa.  In  bieakiog^  in  apen  alt  tbe  avocation* 
of  tbe  fiamer,  tbe  meebaafc,  tbe  lawyer,  tbe  tam* 
ebMt,  dbe^  wbtoh  begaa  genemlly,  aad  alvwys 
demanded  speeml  atteBtion,  in  tbe  Spring. 

ad.  The  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation  will  be 
laeaarred  by  n  despatch  of  pebiie  bnainess,  and  by 
acting  with  more  premptneac  npoo  petilioBs  and 
other  eiaieas  during  tbeiesaion  m  waieb  tbey  arc 
pieseBled,  and  net  eontinae  then  from  session  to 
tession  for  tM  i^ears,  as  has  been  done  in  many 
eaica  of  joai  clains,  when  the  araoimt  bat  been 
exhaasted  bf  tbe  expcoaes  of  attendaace.  Sueb 
fteoarae  ta  ineom^tible  with  tbe  dignity  of  a 
■MUtaimoas  natnur— there  mnat  be  « lefocm. 

Bat  adaait  fi»b  nonMOt,  tbM  tbe  United  Biatea 
voold  be  cbamd  Iritb  a  few  ibooauMl  dollan 
«or^  whit  ia  that  compared  inib  tbe  effects  of 
neb  a  meaewre?  Nnmete  tbaa  «  grata  of  sand 
apon  tl»e  teaebwe  to  a  moaataiB.  It  te  welt 
known  that  six  dollars  a  d^r  was  given  twenty- 
i*e  y<MB  ago^  wbieb  araa  more,  oamparcd  with 
eipenaes  now,  than  tbree  limes  tbe  amottnt 
voold  be  at  present.  This  eompessation  may 
>o  remain  for  twenty  years  to  eom^  beeanse 
naa*  are  alVaid  to  do  right  npeo  a  subject  of  so ; 
mnen  delicacy,  far  fear  tbe  wicked  may  misrsp* 
reseat,  and  tbe  motircs  of  members  mmy  be  mis- 
nadeniood.  Bat,  delicate  as  this  sul^eet  is,  it 
oegfat  to  be  borne  in  miod,  that  no  other  branch 
ef  tbe  Qovemnent  has  power  to  toach  it»  Uen>- 
Wa  may  be  aeensedof  aardid  views  and  selfish  mo- 
lifca  bat,  Mr.  J.  mid,  be  was  williag  to  be  jo^cd 
be  hia  eoBSiitaenis  aa  to  motives  and  views. 
He  waa  niM  afraid  <m  tbia  point— 4bey  woald  not 
iadgebim  harshly.  Tbey  were  a  diment  people, 
U»ef  woald  take  the  whole  of  bis  coadaet  toga> 
Mwr,  and  ka  eanaidoffcd  he  bad  never  served  bia 


coon  try  more  than  byadvaeating  tbe  nsrasars 

now  under  debate. 

Mr.  Cut  took  the  opportaoiiy  afforded  bin 
by  the  Goromtitee  of  the  Whole,  to  yield  his  sap- 
port  to  the  bill,  and  at  onoe  to  commit  bimsdf  m 
its  faror.  As  »  tbe  ameBdmeat  to  defer  the 
commeacemcBl  of  its  operation  until  the  next 
Congress,  be  woald  remarii,  that,  in  bis  judg- 
ment, there  aras  mere  propriety  in  the  law  end- 
iqg  than  in  beginning  there.  It  was  mere  na- 
speotfal  to  oar  sueecssors  to  leave  tbem  free  ta 
(feiermiae  arbat  waa  tbe  jast  measure  of  tadcm- 
otty  for  their  expenses  than  for  us  to  preseribe 
the  talc  for  tbem.  We  can  best  jod^  for  otN> 
selves.  With  regard  to  tbe  soppoted  indelicacy 
of  <Hir  fixing  upon  our  own  conpensatioas,  let 
tbe  Consthntioa,  let  tbe  necessity  of  the  ease,  be 
reproached  for  that,  not  as;  Mr.  C.  said  his  owe 
personal  experience  determined  him  in  votta^for 
tbe  Ml.  He  bad  attended  Congress,  sometimes 
witbeat  fab  family,  and  at  others  with  a  part  a£ 
it ;  moA  altboi^b  bis  oompensaiieo,  while  be  bad 
enjoyed  the  honor  of  presiding  in  this  Honse, 
was  double  that  of  other  members,  he  dedared, 
with  the  utmoattiaceiily,  that  he  bad  never  bcaa 
able  to  make  both  enda  aaeet  at  the  tetminaiiaa 
of  Congresa. 

The  lumerahte  geatlemaa  fmm  Soath  Can»- 
liaa  (Mr.  Hoaaa)  tdls  oa  he  was  horn  to  oso- 
leaea.  He  oaght  to  reeoilect  that  few  in  this 
Hnase  have  had  tbe  same  good  fortune.  Woald 
he  reserve  the  seats  here  for  the  well  born  and 
the  rich  aleae?  And  yet  tbey  mon  be  eonfiaad  - 
to  tbem,  oaless  saeb  an  allowance  it  made  as  witt 
enable  the  poor  and  the  middling  classes  to  coma 
here.  Mr.  C.  thought  the  rate  ef  compensatioa 
oogbt  to  be  such  at  least  as  that  ruin  should  not 
attend  a  long  service  ia  this  Honse.  And  yet 
how  many  are  driven  out  of  it  by  their  inability 
to  sBstain  the  expenses  and  losses  Incident  to  the 
situation!  This  had  been  particularly  the  oaae 
from  tbe  Stale  to  which  be  had  the  honor  of  be- 
hwging.  And  he  lagretted  to  find  that  this  ohm 
wasattU  oparatingf  and  was  abmit  to  deprive  iba 
Hooae  and  the  country  of  the  valoable  aerviees 
of  several  of  hia  eoUeagtMs.  Hr.  C.  thooght  tha 
ctnopensatioB  oogbt  to  efiset  more;  it  oaght  to 
guaranty  tbe  iadepend«»e  of  the  membeia  of 
this  House  gainst  tbe  influcooe  of  the  Bxeoative 
branch.  How  was  tbe  faet  ia  aaotber  country  1 
There  tbe  members  of  tbe  Legislature  received 
no  stipend }  and  tbe  oonseqoeaee  was,  that  it  was 
filled  arUh  pensioners,  placemen,  and  the  orea- 
ntres  ef  tbe  Ministry.  The  laborer  is  worthy  of 
bia  hire;  and  if  you  do  not  give  him  the  wages 
of  honetty,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  the  wages  of 
oormption  may,  in  process  of  tim^  come  to  be 
soaght.  He  sbcmid  give  bis  most  decided  vote 
for  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  JoBNsoN,  of  Virginia,  said,  be  sboold  vote 
for  tbe  amendment— not  from  any  motive  of 
pc^Httarky— he  disclaimed  so  nnarottby  aa  infln- 
BBtfc.  Adverting  to  the  reason  advanced  by  the 
mover  of  the  amendment,  Mr.  J.  said  he  gener* 
ally  fouad,  that  those  who  auribated  impropcv 
noUveato  othen^  woald,  if  they  took  a  glanea  ac 
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tlw  minor,  find  thoae  motires  r«fl«et«d  from  their 
owD  boaoms.  He  admitted  the  pajr  was  too  low, 
and  ought  to  be  aagmented ;  the  pitifol  ram  of 
six  dollars  might  iodoee  a  Ic^ogiog  lout  loeome 
here,  btit  he  was  conviDced  it  would  be  ioade- 
quate  of  itself  lo  bring  aa^  ^ntleman  here.  Al- 
thoDgb  this  was  his  opmioo,  he  tboaght  the 
ameodmeot  proper,  and  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  RoBEETSON  said  a  few  words  in  support 
of  the  bill,  which  be  thought  was  proper,  simply 
because  the  present  pay  was  not  enough  ;  and  as 
to  popularity,  ha  knew  his  rote  would  arrive  at 
home  about  the  time  of  bis  election,  and  he 
wished  to  give  his  constituents  ihe«pportaaity  of 
deciding  on  his  eonduet. 

Mr.  Babboob  said  that  he  should  rote  for  the 
amendment,  and  disclaimed  any  influence  but 
that  which  was  correct  and  proper.  The  six  dol- 
lars now  allowed,  if  taken  as  a  salary,  he  said, 
was  not  enough;  hat,  if  as  an  allowance  to  sup- 
port members  of  Cimness  while  here  on  the  pub- 
lic busiaess,  was  insufficient  for  many,  though  he 
himself  could  lire  comfortably  on  that  sum.  He 
disclaimed  any  concealments,  and  was  the  last  to 
impute  an  impure  motire  to  others.  He  sup- 
posed, therefore,  gentlemen  were  governed  by 
correct  motives  in  supporting  this  bill,  and 
claimed  for  himself  the  same  allowance.  He 
knew  it  watt  a  delicate  matter  to  act  for  self; 
there  was  an  inextinguishable  feeling  in  such  a 
case,  which  nature  had  implanted  io  us,  and  he 
was  aware  that  in  actinf;  on  it,  the  greastest  pu- 
•  rity  could  not  escape  suspicion.  Like  Cesar's 
wife,  not  wishing  eren  to  be  suspected  of  Impro- 
per views  in  thu  case,  he  should  vole  for  the 
amendment.  He  avowed  bis  desire  of  that  popu- 
larity which  attended  good  actions— not  that 
which  was  got  without  merit,  and  lost  without  a 
fiinlt.  He  should,  therefore,  rote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Jaoksoh  said,  it  was  unnecessary  to  say 
anything  with  regard  to  the  real  object  of  the 
bill;  that  was  unquestionable;  and  he  was  ex- 
tremely pleased  that  there  was  no  diversity  on 
the  subject,  becattse  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the 
lime  when  the  places  here  should  be  filled  solely 
by  men  of  fortune;  neither  did  be  desire  to  wit- 
ness the  reverse,  when  members  of  this  House 
should  be  liable  to  Executive  influence  on  ac- 
count of  their  needy  circumsunees.  With  re- 
gard to  discrimination,  Congress  had  heretofore 
passed  laws  giving  themselves  compensation,  as 
well  while  h«re  as  for  mileage,  travelling  ex- 
penses; to  prove  which,  he  quoted  the  acts  of 
Congress  of  1795.  The  amendment,  Mr.  J.  said, 
was  useless,  because  one  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture was  indissoluble,  and  to  postpone  the  act 
until  it  would  cease  to  affect  any  of  the  present 
members,  might  be  to  put  it  on  for  fifty  years. 
If  it  be  right  m  relation  to  ourselves,  said  Mr.  J., 
it  must  be  right  in  relation  to  the  Senate  also; 
and  if  not  so  to  them,  cannot  be  to  us.  Mr.  J. 
said,  he  was  not  deterred  from  supporting  this 
measure  by  any  fear  of  the  efiect  it  would  pro- 
duce at  home.  The  people  had  once  before 
borne  him  out  in  a  simitar  course,  when  be  had 
voted  Cor  an  increase  of  compcosatioa  in  the  Le- 


gialatare  of  Ti^nit,  and  he  was  not  afrmid  % 
encounter  the  same  reaponsibility  now. 

Mr.  HiFfliR  eniervd  into  tome  ex^autioM  ■ 
reply  to  Mr.  Rahdolpb,  and  added  m  few  mm 
remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  PioxiBiita  said,  if  the  present  compeBss- 
tion  was  inadeooate,  let  it  be  augmenced.  He 
was  io  favor  of  the  hill  for  many  reaaoos.  k 
would  certainljr  despatch  the  public  busiaess  aid 
save  the  public  money.  The  depreeiaixioo  ef 
money  had  been  more  than  fifty,  some  thought 
seventy-five  percent.;  and  if,  as  had  beeit  sm, 
the  compensation  was  originally  fixed  on  deme- 
cratic  prittciplcs,  it  ought  now  to  be  incroMd  lo 
what  would  eqnal  the  value  of  what  six  doUan 
were  when  that  sum  was  fixed.  If  thecliuiffeii 
proper,  said  Mr.  P.,  shall  we  adopt  a  self-ilenyia{ 
ordinance,  and  sajr  we  will  not  give  to  onraelTei 
what  we  are  willing  to  give  to  our  sncceaoon? 
After  some  remarks  on  an  alieratiaa  in  tha  m«4e 
of  doiog  bwiness  which  Mr.  P.  thought  wouU  te 
useful,  if  the  bill  passed,  he  concluded  by  aarag 
that,  as  to  that  rascUiy  prudence  which  bad  been 
mentioned  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Ramdolh. 
he  was  as  destitute  of  it  as  anybody.  He  ha^ 
never  in  his  life  taken  time  to  think  wheth«  am 
act  would  make  blm  popular  or  otherwise,  and 
be  should  disregard  such  a  consideration  on  thk 
occasion. 

Mr.  Ranoolfh  declared  that  he  had  such  an 
avtrsioD  to  the  bare  name  of  self-denying  onh- 
nances,  that  since  his  motion  bad  been  ao  denomi- 
nated,  he  was  induced  to  withdraw  it;  whleh  he 
did  accordingly. 

Mr.  Starpobo  then  said  that  there  were  Mnie 
in  this  House  who  bad  believed  that  the  Consti- 
tution prohibited  Congme  from  inraeaaing  itt 
own  pay ;  and,  as  be  was  avene  to  angmeati^ 
it,  be  renewed  the  motion  just  wiihdrawa  by 
Mr.  Rahdolpb,  to  refer  the  operation  of  the  net 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motin, 
and  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  having  rises 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House- 
Mr.  STAHFoao  renewed  the  motion  jast  re- 
jected, and  made  a  subseqneot  motion  to  leave 
the  sum  in  the  bill  blank ;  both  of  whieh  were 
successively  negatived. 

Mr.  BoBNaiDB  moved  to  reduce  the  propoied 
salary  to  one  thousand  one  hundred  doUais; 
which  was  also  lost. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  "one  thousand  five  bunded,"  and  imen 
**one  thousand  d<dlars,"  as  the  salary. 

Mr.  Root  rose  to  express  his  opinion  of  the 
scheme,  as  it  might  be  called,  proposed  by  the 
bilL  ft  was  Intended,  he  was  informed,  to  one 
a  great  evil,  and  that  evil  was  the  length  of  the 
sessions;  and  as  it  was  wrong  to  apply  the  pre- 
vious question,  the  evil  must  be  cured  by  an  an- 
nual salary.  This  object,  he  said,  bore  no  rela- 
tion to  the  present  compensation ;  and,  therefore, 
it  was  to  advance  the  pay  in  disguise.  It  was 
a^ued  that  the  pay  was  inadequate,  and  that  the 
members  staid  here  to  increase  it,  thereby  pro- 
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jneting  the  sotrodsi  and  thit  ao  tDDual  saUry 
host  be  allowed  to  remedf  this  eril.   These  rea- 

f »  wn«  viexi^feaUe  to  hfm.  He  had  no  ob- 
tion  that  members  of  Coogren  should  reeeire 
adeqDBte  compeDsatioa  fbr  their  serrfees ;  bot 
Hnt  would  depend  on  their  mode  of  liTiog.  If 
it  dollars  were  not  enough,  meet  the  qaestion 

tirly,  and  not  in  tbisdts^oised  manner.  He  be- 
ired  the  increased  pririlege  of  franking  and 
tontinuing  the  mileage  allowance,  would  virta- 
alt7  make  the  proposed  compensation  twelre  dol- 
Itrs  per  day.  Mr.  R.  said  be  was  bred  a  demo- 
crat, end  never  could  tolerate  anything  like  aris- 
locracf .  He,  therefore,  rejected  the  distinctions 
vhlcb  had  been  claimed  for  members  of  Con- 
gress on  aeeoDut  of  the  digniiy  of  their  stations, 
and  their  not  being  day-uborers,  6k.  Some  of 
ifaem,  be  said,  might  be  more  honest  than  dey- 
hborers,  but  take  mankind  in  the  gross,  and  you 
will  find  hooestr  and  intrinsic  merit  pretty  gen- 
erally distributca  through  the  diflforent  classes  of 
loeiety. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
by  a  large  majtmty. 

FsiOAY,  March  8. 

Mr.  GuiaBTOM  presented  a  resolatioo  of  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  request- 
ing that  power  may  be  vested  to  that  State  to  sell 
as  much  of  reserved  land  in  the  county  of  Jack- 
son, in  said  State,  as  may  be  oeeessary  for  lay- 
out  a  town  thereon.— Referred  to  the  Com 
mttee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  moaaacefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
Uiat  the  Senate  have  pasaed  a  bill,  *'  relative  to 
set  tiers  on  the  lanih  of  the  United  States }"  also, 
a  bill  in  additiott  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  aet  in 
lelalion  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fandj"  in  which 
Klb  they  ask  the  eonenirenoe  of  this  House. 
-  Mr.  Taiio£t  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Wilson,  which  was  read  i  wheu  Mr.  Y. 
reported  a  bill  fm-  the  relief  of  Josenh  Wilson ; 
whtcfa  was  read  twice,  and  eommitlea  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yamobt  also  made  a  report  on  ths  petition 
of  OoataTQs  Iioonis.  which  was  read  ;  when 
Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oastavus 
Loomis,  wbieh  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
eomased  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tajioit  also  made  a  report  on  tbe  petition 
of  Paol  D.  Batler,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr. 
Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  But- 
Itr,  wUeh  wu  read  twiw,  and  eommtued  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RonnTBOR,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Pnblio  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Gabriel  Winter,  which  was  read  j  when  Mr.  R. 
leported  a  bill  confirming  certain  lands  in  tbe 
county  of  Arkansas,  in  the  Missouri  Territory, 
to  tbe  heirs  of  Ell«ha  Winter,  deceased,  to  the 
heirs  of  William  Winter,  deceased,  and  to  Qa 
bricl  Winter,  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole. 

The  bill  from  ibe  Senate  "  rdating  to  tettkrs 
•a  tbe  lands  of  the  United  Bttmf  was  read 


twice,  and  referred  to  die  Comjuttlee  on  the  Fob- 
tie  Lands. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  RATES  OF  PENSION. 

Mr.  Cbappbll,  from>the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  who  were  in- 
structed by  a  resolution  of  tbe  2Stb  of  December 
list  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  increasing 
certain  pensions,  made  a  report  tbereoo,  which 
was  read  ;  when  Mr.  C.  reported  a  bill  to  increase 
tbe  pensions  of  invalids  in  certain  cases,  for  tbe 
relief  of  invalids  of  the  mitttia,  and  for  the  ap- 
pointmeat  of  pension  agents  in  those  States  and 
Territories  in  which  there  is  no  commissioner  of 
loans;  which  was  read  twice^and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  ths  resolution  of  the 
HoDse  of  Ro^resentatives  of  tbe  Sfith  (tf  December  last, 
directing  an  mqoiry  into  the  expediency  of  incresjnng 
the  rate  of  pensions  to  officers  and  solders  disabled  in 
the  service  of  tbe  United  States  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain ;  and  also  into  tbo  expedienqr  of 
amending  the  law  relative  to  the  poof  required  nem 
ofBccrs  and  privates  in  die  militia  to  estwlish  their 
claim  to  a  pennon,  report : 

That  the  pension  now  allowed  to  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer  or  soldier  for  Uie  greatest  disability  is  five 
dollars  per  month,  and  to  the  commissioned  officers 
the  half  of  their  monthly  pay ;  making  the  highest 
pension,  per  month, 
Of  an  ensign  amount  to  -  -  •  -  910  00 
Of  a  thfad  lieutenant    -  -  llfiO 

Of  a  second  Kentenant  -  -      -   IS  00 

or  a  first  lieutenant     -      •      -      -   16  00 

Of  a  captain   20  00 

Of  a  major  25  00 

Of  a  lieutenant  colonal  •  -      .   SO  00 

That  for  all  disabilities  less  than  total,  the  pensiou 
is  proportionabty  less ;  and  that  the  half-pay  of  a  lieu- 
tenant colonel  is  Uie  highest  pension  which  any  officer 
can  receive. 

In  the  baveat^tiott  of  this  subject  the  committee 
have  beat  necessarily  led  to  condder  the  time  when  the 
present  fates  of  pennons  were  established,  snd  to  con- 
trast the  then  prices' of  the' articles  which  constitate 
the  necessaries  of  life  with  the  present.  The  difler* 
enee  is  manifset ;  and  the  result  is,  that  what  was  then 
considered  a  competent  provision  now  (alls  far  short  of 
the  oljeet.  Bixty  doUan  par  annum  is  the  peuion 
lowed  a  soldier  fix^  the  ffrMtort  diaaUUly.  Thi8,mider 
the  change  which  has  tak«i  place  In  me  prices  of  arti- 
dee,  the  committee  deem  insufficient  to  onable  him  to 
support  himself  ^entifally  and  ooolbrtaUy.  They 
thin^  that  whatever  stun  the  Govenment  may  allow, 
ahoold  have,  at  least,  this  end  in  view.  It  seems  to  be 
tbe  otgect  of  all  Governments — it  is  certainly  the  pe- 
culiar da^  at  this,  dicUted  alike  by  a  just  regard  to 
sound  policy  and  the  injunctions  of  bnmsnity. 

The  same  absolute  necessity  may  not  exist  to  in- 
crease tbe  pensions  of  the  officers,  bseauee  it  is  possi- 
ble they  m^,  with  the  present  rates,  live  free  firom 
aotnalwant;  but  as  there  is  a  diflerence  in  their  grade 
and  responsUHlity,  in  their  pay  whilst  in  service,  and 
tbe  peiMi<ms  which  have  been  mUowod,  net  only  in 
this,  Imt  in  other  Govemmenti,  the  committee  de«n  it 
hnimmer  to  depart  from  these  roles ;  they  think  eems 
■egm  shmild  be  paid  to  the  oon^tions  oi  man,  and 
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thftt,«s  fin- u<M,eoMiiUoti]r  with  pali«7,UMfahoald 
be  jp^Bced  in  cttcnmttoncw  of  nktive  mm  tnd  enafctt. 

Th«  nacdnlioii  iiutnictitheiii  toin^uin  into  tbe  ex- 
pediency of  increuing  the  penriime  of  tlie  offleen  and 
■tfdien  dieibled  in  the  late  war  with  Ofeat  Britain 
onlpr.  In  doing  tfau,  tbey  hare  anavudab^  been 
•Uiged  to  eonader  the  caaea  trf  all  peaana  wl»  kare 
htm  dkaUed  whiiat  in  the  militarj  earnoe  of  thia 
GcfvenuDMit)  and  tbey  have  not  beea  dile  to  diaeorer 
wqrdiflmiaa  in  lbeirclaiia%  TlMylUiiknodictinc- 
tbn  ■beold  be  allowad  to  exiat,  bat  that  whatever  dkh 
nidoiii  are  made  ahoold  relate  eMa%  to  all  inTalldf. 

^le  oonunittee  are  in  faTor  of  a  partial  increaM  of 
peiuioni;  bnt  as  it  may  be  aatia&ctoiy  to  the  Houae 
to  lee  the  effect  of  tu>  inereaae  on  the  Treararyt 
Ihey  hare  ascertained  the  number  of  pensiooen  now 
en  the  lift,  what  namber  are  offioen,  and  what  pri- 
vate** dialingaiehing  thoee  of  both  denominatiooe  who 
«m  of  the  RwAvliMuiej  aitd  the  amowit.^ 
pMMtena  at  praaent  paid,  and  bid  Oan  b  paid  an- 
Budljlbe  aum  of  4^9,6114  06  (br  that  otgaa;  that 
tfaov  are  185  officen^  and  1,673  ntm  mmmlaiiiinnil 
officer!  and  soldien  of  the  SoTolutionary  army,  and  63 
officers,  and  Ml  non-commiaaioned  officers  and  aoldiera 
who  hare  become  disabled  eince-the  Revolution,  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  237  officers  and  1,963  non-com- 
missioned  officers  and  privates,  and  a  total  of  3,800 
pensioners. 

The  ^K>f  0  stateBMnt  entends  to  as  late  a  date -as  the 
ith  of  January  last.  Kneo  that  time  it  is  nobabk 
aiany  aj^catiou  have  bera  made  to  ilw  War  De- 
partment for  pensions ;  snd  there  aH^  alao,  fiom  the 
beat  jodgment  the  committee  can  fium  from  tha  pepen 
now  before  them,  from  80  to  100  cases  which  will  be 
added  to  the  namber  daring  the  present  session.  What 
namber  springing  oat  of  the  late  war  remuns  to  be 
pcaaented  cannot  be  stated.  The  committee,  however, 
aasm  it  proper  to  obeerve  that  the  Revrintionary  eases, 
eoaaaaae  tb«  gnat  maas  of  thoae  afaaadjr  on  the  liit 
which,  from  iha  cobxh  of  nature,  cannot  very  long  re- 
main a  charge  on  the  GoaeramenL  Tht  rexj  circum- 
stance of  tbe  advancad  age  of  most  of  the  pensiouecs, 
and  the  consequent  diminution  of  their  aUlity  to  add 
nadu  their  personal  cauitiona  to  their  own  saj^rt, 
aaama  tasttuigthan  their  claim  to  an  increaaaaf -peor 
mms.  The  panstons  now  allowed  to  captaiaa,  and 
thoae  above  that  rank,  tha  oommittae  tUnc  ara  nffi- 
oiaBt  to  diadhaiya  the  ohHgatiMia  of  gratitniia  and  duty 
whiehdto  Qovonmantowe  them,  and  to  siaca  tham 
wljr  above  actual  want,  bnt  in  toleraua  comfort. 
They,  UMrelere,  do  not  deem  it  Deceaaaiy  to  inore«ae 
their  pensions;  bat  as  this  is  not  the  ewe  wiA  tha 
•&er  officers  and  soldiers,  they  deem  it  proper  -to  re- 
flommend  to  the  Hoaaa  to  increase  their  paudons  so  as 
to  allow  to  them  the  feltowing  sums,  per  month,  in  lieu 
of  ithoae  to  whidi  they  ar«  now  entitled,  viz : 

Soafintlieutaoaot      .  -#17  00 

T*aaao«ndlia>tnant  •  .  .  .  i&QO 
TonthkdUaiitanaBt    ....  UM 

ToanMsign  IS  00 

To  aad  pmato  8  00 

For  the  higliest  degree  of  disdiifity,  and  fer  all  leas 
dagree^nanmproportloa^less.  Theaflbatof  diis 
wonld  ha  an  inoeaae  of  mz^  pm  cent,  en  the  pen-, 
afms  of  the  soldien,  a^A  abont  an  average  inereaae  of 
twenty-one  per  cent,  on  the  penaiona  of  Ae  oScera, 
wd  would  require  abeat  the  sam  of  9300,eM  per 

Tte  wiiiilWui  lia  Mt  dtmilBMMniytotWMn- 
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mnd  aa^  altaralaana  in  die  iam 
naeaaaaiT  to  plaoa  the  oSaeraand  aaldiaaaof  Aa 

on  thepenaira  liat,  other  th»n  to  pat  tban»  on  tha 
fi»eting  in  that  regard  with  the  offiean  and  aMim4 
the  ragalar  army.  The  rules  at  praamt  fsacrili  ti  if 
thatpuipoae  are  not  more  rigtd^thanio  naeeeaaifH 
guard  with  sufficient  oaca  tainat  firanda  on  Iha  ~ 
emmant,  and,  aa  these  rales  have  been  lw( 
they  are  known  to  the  public  in  some  dqira^  and 
be  acted.on;  whereas,  if  new  ones  were  establi 
they  would,  perhaps,  only  tend  to  oonfliae  iriOaal 
eStting  tha  ap^cant  To  eflect  Hba.  above  olgaet, 
report  a  bill 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS. 

TheeDgrasaed 
panaattoo 
the  tbiid 
the  bilijeua?" 

Mr.  Wbmbt  said,  intandiag  to  vote  far  tM 
iaerease  of  the  eompenantioo  lo  meBbers,  I  ahdl 
rote  ler  thia  bjU  to  cffeet  that  el^eel,  eo  neecf 
sarf  to  preserve  a  repoblican  repreaeoiatioB  m 
Ooof  Mss  of  faeneat,  independent,  and  benvrabb 
men  ;  and,  although  I  might  prefer  ibe  mefri 
iaerense  of  the  dailV  wages,  wiihoat  cooverUo| 
it  into  an  annual  campeosaiioa,  yet,  sir,  I  am 
satisfied  wiih  tbe  act  of  a  majority  in  tbeebange, 
aad  boMd  io  admit  that  the  airong-  vaaaaoa  af- 
signed  by  tbe  friends  of  that  measure  are  enti- 
tled to  great  weight,  and  satfa&ctonly  jnattfteri 
by  the  provision  of  tbe  bill  to  dedaet  a  ratee- 
able  pfoportioo  of  the  aaUry  for  every  day's  ab- 
scace  from  Coogress,  dttting^  its  sesswna.  Bv,  tbt 
denuQciatien  in  the  pablie  prints  of  the  dilMory 
prooaediags  of  Congress,  and  tbe  long  ^leeefcei 
of  ita  members,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  proleogiag  tbt 
sessioDs,  and  increasing  the  eompenaacioB  « 
membera,  was  as devoioof  truh.as it  ipu  offeasiii 
to  tbe  honorable  feelinfa  of  the  Reprssentaiim 
of  tbe  pet^.  And  it  u  a  well^eown  faec,  tbH 
many  of  tbe  moat  valuable  meoabenef  Oongrcsi, 
balaaeiaf  between  tbe  paiofai  aetaimtioB  fron 
their  feniiKea  and  the  great  ezpeose  beyond  tkf 
means  of  men  of  moderate  fortunes  to  snamiB, 
had  retired,  and  many  more  bad  coneemplaiad  it 
It  may  not  be  extraoidioary  to  Sad  ttan  w  wealth, 
sneb  as  the  honorable  genttcoMn,  (BIr.  HiMU,) 
opposed  to  tbe  inereaae  of  tbe  eompcttaaiion.  Jt 
is  by  aueh  means,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  tbe  aea  oS 
wealthy  who  -alene  poaaeas  tbe  fanda  lo  sappM* 
them  bere,  will  by  this  indireetly  •woric  oat  *es 
of  moderate  fortaaea,  aad  tberaby  lead  to  Ibo  moM 
daogesous  eonseqaenees  {  as  tiM  QwarsMeat, 
oaee  hi  the  faaBdt  snhuiralf  of  tba  waalthir, 
would  reader  inaeeore  the  rigMs  of  the  eamawt 
people,  and  endaaaer  the  banmesa  of  tbe  Re- 
pttblie.  Sir,  tbe  devotion  of  Congreaa  to  4b« 
duty  at  the  last  aaasioa— bavliig  omiiled  to  sit  bM 
one  Saturday  dttriag  tbe  smsioa,  and  bnvhifeit 
every  day  till  near  aigfatj  and,  air,  die  like  eon- 
duct  during  Ibis  session,  baviog  practised  theasme 
assiduity  when  sitting  on  tbe  six-dMlar  eonpen- 
satioQ — mast  satisfy  every  one  of  the  wiekedaess 
of  the  said  deavnetatien,  so  offensive  to  as  all; 
and  that,  when  oar  time  ia  oar  own,  and  the 
oompeMatioa  gradaatad  by  oar  diligMwe,  thatst 
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wiW  \  iMsra  it  bf  tk«  tamgm  tics— tbe  ioterest 
if  th«  tndiTidnab— Mid  tbat  the  pnblie  biuinefts 
iriU  more  expediUmisly  be  performed,  and  the 
Kber  expeuei  of  tiie  eeMion  deereaaed  equal  to 
ihew^[meBtdtioD  «f  the  eonpeniation  to  the  mem- 
hm  %  «o  lhat  the  paUic  wMI  proSt  by  tbe  ebtDge. 
Wr,  I,  ma  a  Repneenlarin  of  Blar^land,  feel  do 
lU^olir  a»  to  my  vote  on  ibis  aul^eet  indeed, 
lir,  I  f«el  ra  •  ecriaia  d^ree  insiraeted  on  tbe 
w^eoc.   Srr,  prior  to  tbe  adoptioo  of  the  present 
CoDstitoiioD,  under  tbe  Confcdmtioa,(he  States 
fentl  the  oNapeBtatieD  of  their  retpeotive  tum* 
bars  of  Coagnsa,  and  paid  tbetr  own  members. 
Tbcn,  sir,  the  State  of  MarrlaBd,  gare  ber  mem- 
bers of  Coiwress  eight  dollars  per  day  for  tbeir 
■arriem,  aadpaid  the  same  in  gold  or  silver.  80 
ttiu  CoBgtesa,  from  tbe  establishment  ef  tbe  pres- 
mt  oompenaatioQ,  wen  in  tbe  receipt  of  two 
dollars  per  day  less  tbaa  the  Suie  of  Maryland 
by  ber  lav  gave  ber  racmbers  for  the  same  ser- 
Ticed  apwaras  oi  tbirty  years  ago,  and  wbeii  that 
eanweiwatiaa  would  porcbaee  doable  what  it 
wonid  at  this  time  of  aay  of  tbe  anictca  neece- 
nry  Un  tbe  comfort  or  aoeomiaodatioa  of  tbe 
meiobere.  AgaiD,str,tbecofDpeDiaiienof  amwm- 
Wr  trf  tbe  Legiaiaiure  «f  Marylnd,  at  tbe  tiaic 
eigbc  dolkia  was  allowed  to  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, waa  not  more  than  tmo  dollars;  bat  now, 
sir,  tbe  earn  of  foar  dellare  is  tbe  oompensation 
^wed  by  tbe  Sute  of  Marylaad  to  the  memberv 
of  tbe  Stale  Legtslatore,  as  I  andcraUad.  Thas 
■ir,  I  show  what  was  the  former  eompensatioo  to 
tbe  members  of  Congress,  and  to  the  members  of 
ibe  State  Legielatare;  and  I  show  tbat  that  Le- 
p&lttiinre  baa  doabled  tbe  compeasation  10  its 
■ansben,  wbicb  I  might  surely  consider  as  in- 
■trttciion  to  increase  the  compensaiion  of  mem- 
bers of  Coagress  in  the  same  ratio,  whleb  would 
greatly  eaceed  tbe  eompeasatien  proposed  by  the 
UU  aow  under  coaeblemtion  to  be  given  to  tbe 
nambara,  and  I  ba*e  ao  davbt  woald  jmtiAr  me 
witb  my  ooaatitnaDia,  who  know  th«  aaenfieai 
I  baM  made  on  the  altar  of  tbe  Rapoblie;  tnaay 
of  wboB,  I  am  sore,  weald  be  glad  loaee  me  la 
iffieial  reeeipt  of  twentHive  •boowid  doUai% 
tad  can  never  be  iadaeod  tvfiad  Ibati  witb  tty 
vote.  I,  ur,  shall  not  be  governad  by  popatar 
nouTos  in  oppeaing  this  .measure,  as  the  purest 
piiaei^ee  of  distribative  jastiee  eommand  it ; 
ler  sball  I  raffiir  tbe  afftciatieo  of  delicaoy  to 
overrule  my  judgment,  in  this  ease,  because  I  am 
iatcreated.   If  it  is  right,  it  wgkt  to  be  done;  if 
it  oQgbt  (o  be  done,  it  muMt  be  done  by  Co^;ku, 
who  alone  can  do  it.   Nor,  sir,  can  I  feel  a  pro- 
pritcy  in  giving  it  a  prospeotive  operation,  io  ex- 
etutioa  of  tbe  present  Congvess.   If  it  is  proper 
u  to  tbem,  it  is  supely  proper  as  to  osrselves ;  and 
t'SomeBt's  reflection  abows  tbat  moat  of  the  same 
■ambeva  will  be  ra>cleetcd,  so  tbat  tbe  veil  of 
delicacy  would  be  too  ibin  to  conceal  the  views 
^  members  to  provide  for  Ibemselves,  though  in 
fattire.  ; 

Sir,  what  would  be  the  feelings  of  bonoraUC' 
nttn  towards  tbe  btgbly  boaoraue  mover  of  this' 
nil,  (Mr.  JoBMaoa,  of  Keatueky,}  wbo  alew  Te- 
cuuib  witb  Ida  awB  teadaf  wka  aaiie  mp  bare 
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corered  with  wounds  and  glory,  witb  his  favor- 
ite war-borse,  and  bis  more  faroiite  servant— ^is 
attendant  in  tbe  armv,  his  nurse  and  necessary 
assistant ; — being  uoanle  to  do  aoytbiag  for  btm- 
edf  at  tbe  dose  of  tbe  session ;  Ming  obli{^  to 
sell  bis  wnr-borse  or  bb  servant  to  3ooe  bis  ae- 
eeaata,  or  to  have  recourse  to  bis  private  finds  to 
elear  him  out  ?  Tbat  this  may  not  be  eonaidnad 
an  exaggerated  aeeouat,  let  any  gentleman  wftb 
iwu  borves  and  a  servant  try  tbe  cue  by  oh 
week's  residence  at  Crawford^s  at  Geoigelowa, 
where  many  members  reside,  or  Mr.  <Hdsby's  .ia 
Baltimore,  aad  live  in  the  style  of  a  gentl^an, 
aad  he  will  give  uneqaivooal  proof  of  the  reality 
of  sueb  ao  alternative. 

Sir,  if  we  go  back  to  those  dates  when  tbe  Le- 
gislature of  Maryland  fixed  the  eompeosation  of 
eight  deilars  to  members  of  Congress,  and  twa 
d«lar«  to  the  State  Legislature,  yoa  will  fiod  them 
halcyon  days,  when  for  tbat  compensntion  they 
lived  like  geoilemen,  and  enjoyed  a  glass  of  gen- 
erous wine,  which  canaot  be  afforded  at  ibiatuoe 
for  tbe  present  compensation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  tb}i  Idll  wiU  pass,  aad  tbat 
bonwable  gentlemen  who  eooaider  it  utmost  to 
pot  their  baada  into  tbe  publte  Treaaary  ibr  ibem- 
aelvcs  will  be  eieoscd  nam  taking  tbis  increucd 
eompearatioo,  pertieuLiely  when  it  nUgbt  sab- 
ject  tbem  to  tbe  unkind  remark  thai  tbe  receiver 
was  as  bad  as  tbe  thief. 

Mr.  HvuBK  again  rase  in  opposition  to  tbe  bill, 
aad  argued  to  prove  tbat  the  proposed  change 
was  in  effect  an  increase  of  compeDsatim  of  one 
hundred  aad  fifty  per  cent.,  which,  imder  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  GoveFomeat,  while 
eneambered  with  an  immense  public  d^t,  be 
decidedly  condemned.  Mr.  H.  closed  a  loag 
speech,  by  moving  to  postpone  tbe  bill  to  Deena- 
ber  next,  of  conrse  to  renect  it. 

Mr.  QaowtfxnoB  r^ed  to  Mr.  Htiosa,  and 
advocated  tbe  bill.  Tbe  ^Miiitutioa,  be  said, 
bad  provided  tbat  Coagrets  shoald  fii  iu  own 
eoupwuatioa.  asd  he  "was  oq^poied  to  postpom- 
nuot.  He  oiaiataiaad  that  the  pay  was  inade- 
quate to  tbe  comfortable  subsistence  of  the  mem- 
bos ;  and  It  never  was  intended  that  they  sbanld 
emne  here  to  live  on  bominyand  monsses  in 
hovels,  bat  to  live  like  gentlemen.  He  wished 
not  to  put  the  seats  in  Congress  up  to  tbe  Icnrcst 
bidder,  but  to  induce  tliOM  beet  qealified  to  fill 
tbem ;  and  would  make  such  a  eotopensation  as 
would  enable  the  poorest  man  lo  come  here. 
The  reEverse  of  tbis,  be  said,  would  be  aDti->re- 
pablican,  and  teod  to  bring  those  only  of  wealth. 

Mr.  Rahi>ou>b  said  be  was  sorry  to  see  rfte 
time  and  talenu  of  bis  friend  (Mr.  OROBvaffoa) 
misapplied,  in  answering  the  objections  of  the 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Hmmn,)  and  was  surprised  at 
tbe  gentleman  (Mr.  Himbr)  persisting  in  his 
course,  after  tbe  good  advice  be  had  lakca  the 
liberty  of  giving  him  yesterday,  though  be  cotiU 
not  say  that  he^  foUowed  it  himself.  Mr.  B. 
said  be  now  began  to  deaery,  ibrongb  tbe  fog  of 
debate,  tbe  laTitode  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ments—tbe  speeches  were  perhaps  intended  lo 
nuct  Jua  eoBaOnmtt*  He  aeaotad  tha  idea  of 
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plHtering  over  a  vote  for  the  tambf  saviog  this 
miserable  pepper  corn  to  the  Treasury.  The 
gentleman  had  adviaed  ns  to  jgo  home  and  eon- 
nlt  our  constituents.  Consuu  them  for  what  ? 
For  four-pence-half-peooy?  Instead  of  reeeir- 
ing  instructions  from  his  constituents  on  this 
•ubjeet,  Mr.  R.  said  he  should  instruct  them^  He 
was  an  enemy,  he  said,  to  that  self-denying  prin- 
ciple which  had  given  rise  to  the  great  military 
nsurpation  in  England,  which  in  tne  reTolotioo 
was  one  of  tbe  chief  agents  in  the  bands  of  that 
hypocritical  demagogue — a  man  whose  talents 
almost  redeemed  bis  vices — commonly  called 
Oliver  Cromwell.  Mr.  R.  adverted  to  tbe  sala- 
ries of  other  officers  of  cur  Qovemmeot,  of  whom 
even  many  clerks  and  doorkeepers  received  more 
than  the  members  of  Congress,  and  said  that 
Congress  was  the  only  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment whose  compensation  bad  not  been  increased; 
ao  that  they  could  at  least  say  they  bad  not  began 
iriih  themselves.  This^  said  he,  we  have  let 
alone  until  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
JoHNBOif,)  with  a  gallantry  that  belongs  to  him, 
fluu^  himself  into  tbe  breach  to  repair  it  or  per- 
ish 10  it.  Another  argnment  in  favor  of  a  lib- 
eral  salary  was,  that  it  is  the  oqIt  way  to  coon* 
tcract  Executive  infloeDce  in  this  House— not  the 
necessary  and  proper  iofluence~-by  placing  every 
member  above  the  temptation  of  office,  &c.  Mr. 
R.  said  bis  only  objection  to  the  bill  was  that  it 
bad  not  made  the  compensation  92)S00,  instead 
of  1^1,500;  then  a  man  might  come  here  with  a 
prospect  of  something  like  the  comforts  of  bome. 
At  present  all  ihe  charities  of  life  were  broken 
by  it ;  wife,  children,  and  family  were  all  aban- 
doned. He  would  also  advert,  though  it  was  a 
labjeet  of  some  delicacy,  toT  the  demoralizing 
cfiect  of  being  separated  from  bome  for  six  months 
in  the  year.  JmUtua  jurare  tn  verba  magics 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Hdqbb)  would 

firdon  him  for  quoting  Latin  in  that  Honse. 
r.  R.  concluded  by  saying  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Hdoeb)  had  greatly  mistaken 
the  powers  of  his  logic  and  eloquence  if  be  sup- 
posed the  bill  could  be  overturned  by  them. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  so  far  as  this  bill  proposed 
(0  increase  the  compensation  to  members,  he  was 
in  favor  of  it,  because  be  thought  tbe  present  pay 
Tcry  inadequate  to  the  dignity  of  tbe  station, 
and  far  shwt  of  the  time,  labor,  and  sacrifice  re- 
qoirad.  He  thought  $1,000  would  be  found  not 
iiifficient,  and  would  prefer,  on  tbe  ground  of  a 
due  compensation,  as  well  as  regard  to  principle, 
$2,500.  He  said  on  principle,  for  in  the  fixing 
tbe  pay  of  members  hereb^re,  it  had  not  been 
sufficiently  attended  to.  Our  extent,  population, 
and  wealth  made  a  strong  Bxeeative  necessary ; 
and  we  accordingly  find  the  framers  of  our  Con- 
stitution have  made  that  the  preponderating  part 
of  our  Government.  It  constitutes  a  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  and  has  besides  tbe  whole  pat- 
ronage of  Gbveinmeoi,  while  tbe  other  branches 
have  naked  power  only,  without  patronage  or  in- 
fluence. He  did  not  complain  of  any  undoe  in- 
fluence of  Executive  power  now ;  he  wished  not 
to  be  so  understood,  as  iie  was  speaking  solely  in 


relation  to  the  ConsUtationnl  powem  of  tbe 
sident.  The  best  and  Wisest  men  in  thin 
have  always  thought  bis  power  so  great  af» 
render  it  auimately  dangerous.  What  theo  4»* 
be  done?  To  weaken  it,  would  be  to  wcaia 
the  country ;  perhaps  to  endanger  it.  The  oalv 
safe  control  is  in  the  character,  experienee.  aai 
iotelligeoce  of  Ibis  House.  Whenever  this  Hoax 
is  properly  composed,  when  it  eontaina  •  snfi- 
eient  number  of  men  of  ability,  experience,  mU 
integrity,  it  of  necessity  will  give  direetioa  u 
publie  afiliirs;  but  a  weak  and  inexperienced 
House  necessarily  falls  under  Executive  eonuol. 
Tbe  increased  pay  is  calculated  to  draw  men  of 
abilities  into  this  House;  and,  what  is  of  equal 
importance,  to  keep  them  here  until  they  are 
matured  by  experience.  What  is  the  usual  faetl 
Young  men  of  fenioa,  without  propertf ,  for  ia 
four  instanees  in  five,  soch  is  the  case  with 
genius,  are  eleeted ;  beiiw  templed  into  pablie 
service  by  the  honoraUe  denn  of  acqoiriDg-  dis- 
tinction m  tbe  service  of  theeoontry;  theyn- 
main  here  until  they  have  acquired  some  ezperi- 
ence,  and  b^a  to  be  useful  to  the  coontrf  j  bat 
are  finally  compelled  to  return  to  private  life 
from  the  inadequacy  of  the  pay.  It  is  a  great 
public  misfortune;  it  is  highly  injurious  to  the 
proceedings  of  this  House.  £Ever  since  be  bmi 
Known  tbe  body,  there  had  been  no  want  af  tal- 
ent ;  but  the  want  of  experience  had  ofkeo  bees 
felt.  If  we  are  wise,  we  will,  as  far  as.pooaible, 
attract  and  secure  ability  and  integrity  in  the 

Eublie  service.  Providence  intended  them,  as  tbe 
est  silt  10  the  nation,  for  that  purpose ;  and  any 
people,  as  they  use  or  neglect  them,  flourish  or 
decay.  Another  view  of  this  aubjec^  coaaeeted 
with  the  great  extent  of  our  R^nbtu,  mUa  it 
ezpedieni.  A  majority  of  the  members  come 
from  three  to  eight  hundred  miles.  le  serrii^ 
the  country,  they  are  not  only  obliged  lo  be  ab- 
sent a  great  part  of  the  year  from  their  bnUics; 
but  what  is  almost  equally  distressing,  to  be  ab- 
sent a  great  jlistance.  We  serve  at  the  expense 
of  the  best  sympathies  of  our  nature ;  we  are  far 
removed  from  the  centre  of  that  system  of  social 
feelings,  which  at  once  constitutes  the  solase  and 
(NTuament  of  our  natura.  The  best  disposttioat 
are  the  most  sensible  to  this  sacrifice ;  aad  are 
by  it  most  likely  to  be  driven  out  of  the  eooaeib 
ot  the  natioo.  This  state  of  things  ought  to  be 
counteracted  as  far  as  possible ;  the  condition  of 
a  member  ought  to  be  made  more  desirable  thaa 
at  present;  he  ought  at  least  to  beable  to  bare  bis 
family  about  him,  whichhecaaao^at  tbepvesent 
pay,  without  ruin,  unless  he  be  a  man  oi  pr^ 
erty.  For  these  reasons  he  thoagfat  the  mcasare 
a  wise  one,  aad  to  be  highly  republican.  It  had 
for  a  long  time  been  felt  to  be  neeessary.  It  was 
worthy  of  the  disinterested  gallaatry  of  the  mem- 
ber who  had  introduced  it. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  was  in  fiavor  of  the 
bill,  because  it  would  shorten  tbe  sessions  of  Con* 
gress.  If  the  measure  was  neoesaary  at  all,  he 
asked  if  it  was  not  as  necessary  for  the  present  ai 
a  future  Coagress  7  Foi  oae,.he  ws  not  afraid 
to  trast  hiivelf  in  auUng  cMBpakeatumj  be- 
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sides,  he  Mtd,  the  eovotrf  had  exteaded  and  in* 
I  crcaaed  many  nitliooB  in  popalfttioa ;  and  the 
wtight  aod  rwpoDttbility^  of  the  nembert  had 
incf  eased  ia  prc^nioD ;  those  of  the  Speeker  ia 
a  donble  proportioa.  Mr.  K.  said  he  koeir  not  the 
seatimeota  of  his  eoDttitaeots  on  this  subject, 
nor  wma  he  bopad  to  know  them  ;  but  he  mu 
I  not  afraid  to  say,  that  they  ought  never  to  send  a 
peraoD  to  Congress  who  deserved  not  this  sum ; 
and  if  their  preseat  Representatives  did  not,  thty 
wo«ld  have  ao  opportunity  to  correct  the  praee> 
dare.  He  maintained  thai  the  Represeautive  of 
ihiity-five  thousand  higti-mioded  people  onght  to 
have  enough  to  live  as  such  a  man  otwht  to  live. 
QeailMDea  had  boasted  of  their  wealt^  and  per- 
hap*  thought  that  a  little  cider  and  brown  bnad 
would  do  for  snch  a*  had  no  reeeame  beyond 
their  pay.  Mr.  K.  was  in  favor  of  the  yeas  aad 
tint  the  gentleman  might  have  an  oppor- 
tuaity,  if  he  believed  he  had  not  earned  his  pay, 
t9  pm  i(  on  record,  and  let  his  constituents  know 
it.  Soma  of  as,  said  Mr.  K.,  are  poor  men ;  we 
eaaoQt  keep  here,  to  follow  ns  about,  two  or  three 
servants,  two  or  three  horses,  aod  two  or  three 
dogs;  bat  we  desire  to  live  as  befits  our  station, 
withoat  loss,  dbc. 

M&.  Roaa  said,  from  the  argoments  of  those  in 
faswrt^tbe  bill,  it  woald  appear,  that  it  required 
nwne  flnwaess  te  set  on  this  tbaa  on  any  other 
qaee^ea.  Mr.  R.  defroded  bimsdf  from  the  op- 
probrious eptibets  which  bad  been  heaped  on 
these  who  were  too  cowardly  to  vote  for  this 
IkU.  He  was  not  satisfied  that  the  bill  would'  be 
attended  with  the  benefteiai  effsets  predicted  to 
this  House,  and  to  the  public  business.  He  could 
not  expect  more  talents  than  were  assembled  in 
the  present  Congress,  whioh  had  not  been  excelled 
since  the  first.  They  did  not  come  here  for  pay  i 
ha  whose  mind  ran  on  the  gsoveHiog  idea  of  his 
payi  would  here  feel  the  same  sordid  sentiments, 
and  would  be  looking  for  further  promotion.  Mr. 
IW  thonghi  the  cooaequeaee  of  gtviof  a  large  sal* 
ary.  wowd  be  to  prompt  adveottners  to  get  into 
this  House,  while  the  man  of  ioteUigracej  worthy 
of  ■oreingj  would  fiad  employmeat  in  nis  avo- 
catieaaat  honw.  He,  therefore,  saw  thtrmfenare 
ia< »  verr-  dlflirrent  light.  As  to  the  Sjpeaker's 
salary,  that  was  fixed  hrgfaer,  beeaiHc-of  bisdn- 
tiaaMD  the  House,  and  b«eaase  it  was  supposed 
he  ovght  to  become  better  acquainted  with  thr 
nutMr^  that  he  might  know  which  were  fit  fbr 
the  Tariobs  sittutloae,  aad  to  acqvire  that  kaowl* 
e^tt^  it  was  necessary  beshodla  euterCain  them; 
but  since  Jupiter  Toaans  (alludinc  to  the  foraier 
Speaker^  Mr.  Datton,)  took  the  Chair,  the  prac- 
tice of  giving  dinners  had  ceased,  it  being  thought 
that  he  could  distinguish  by  intuition  the  quali- 
fications of  members.  Mr.  R.  concluded  some 
farther  remarks,  by  demanding  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  RAIIO0I.PB  roae  to  explain.— It  might  oe 
iafcrred  perhaps,  from  what  nc  had  said,  that  he 
thoaght  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  President 
of  the  Scaate  received  enough.  I  should,  said 
Mv.  R.,  have  liked  the  bill  better  if  it  had  given 
then  five  thousand  dollars  each ;  they  were  great 
offiaifsof  the  Scata;  they  might  be PreiMent  of 
14lh  Go».  Ut  Sess.— 38 
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the  United  States.  The  miserable  creature  who 
was  ffenerally  appointed  Vice  President,  was  se- 
lected merely  because  he  was  totally  unfit  for  the 
Presidency;  but  he  begged  pardon  of  the  House, 
as  the  office  was  now  vacant :  but  the  Speaker  of 
this  House  was  mmh  more  proper  for  President 
of  the  United  Slates  than  the  character  who  was 
uBoally  Vice  President,  The  Speaker,  he  thought, 
ought  be  enabled  to  take  a  house  and  reside  here, 
as  a  great  officer  should  do.  Mr.  R.  replied  fur- 
ther to  Mr.  HnoBR'a  arguments;  and  concluded 
by  saving,  he  did  not  think  those  who  opposed 
the  bill  so  violently,  ought  to  accept  the  additional 
compensation  ;  for  his  part,  be  would  as  soon  be 
eani^ht  with  hU  hands  in  a  jfentleman's  pocke^  ai 
reeeiTins  the  pay  after  saying  so  much  against  iL 

Mr.  HoPXiHBOM  thought  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
JoBRaon)  who  had  began  this  warfare,  was  enti> 
tied  to  the  support  of  all  who  approved  the  bill, 
and  for  that  it  was  he  rose.  The  principle  belnjg 
conceded  that  the  Representatives  are  entitled  to 
compensation,  the  question  was,  what  ought  that 
compensation  to  be?  On  this  question,  Mr.  H* 
said,  he  woald  meet  gentlemen  on  fair  grounds} 
not  those  of  popolariiy.  The  rule  proper  in  de- 
ciding this  question  was,  justice  to  ourselves,  not 
exlravagance.  If  on  the  one  hand,  we  do  not 
come  here  to  make  money,  how  can  the  country- 
expect  us  (o  come  to  make  sacrifices?  The  truth 
is.  we  ought  to  be  allowed  to  come  here  without 
any  great  sacrifice,  and  every  one  be  enabled  to 
live  in  the  style  that  he  doe»  at  bomt;.  He  spi^ 
what  all  hearts  would  acknowledge,  that  the 
eooiforu  of  home  and  family  were  superior  to 
whateould  be  found  here.  Theintervals  between 
the  daily  sessions  were  spent  in  gloomy  and  sol- 
itary meditation,  orio  dissipation.  This,  he  said, 
would  not  be  the  case,  tf  we  were  enabled  to  bring' 
a  part  at  least  of  our  families  with  us.  He  thoaght 
men  ought  not  to  be  driven  from  their  seats  here 
for  want  of  suitable  support.  There  were,  at  the 
presentsesston, eighty  new  membersin  this  House. 
Such  great  changes  must  produce  a  fluetoation 
of  councils  and  of  system.  Legislatton,  said  Ma, 
H.,  requires  expertenee  as  welt  as  any  other  avo- 
cation ;  as  well  might  a  man  attempt  the  lavryer 
without  reading  or  learning.  He  msinuined, 
that  the  compensation,  as  axed  by  the  fwMer 
Congresa,  was  greater  than  ^at  was  new  pm- 
pnsed.  Six  dollars  a  day  was  even  then  expeeled 
to  be  something  more  than  sulSoient  for  the  el>' 
peoses  of  the  members.  It  was  reasonable  tha<- 
their  expenses  should  be  less  at  that  time  thaw 
they  are  now.  Mr.  H.  thought  if  they  consnlied' 
what  was  strictly  and  justly  due  to  tbemsdres, 
the  hill  would  and  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  Tucker  said,  that  as  the  yeas  and  wya  were 
called  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  felt  it  bis  datf 
to  state,  in  a  few  words,  the  reasons  whieh  induced 
him  10  vole  against  it  in  committee  aad  would 
lead  him  to  adhere  to  that  vote.  He  did  so  be- 
cause he  did  not  wish  to  shrink  from  a  candid 
expression  of  his  opinion.  He  believed  with 
many  others  that  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress 
ought  to  be  sooh  as  to  enable,  not  the  rich  ealy, 
bat  meD  of  lurit,  (however  nmdemta  their  eir* 
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cumsiaDces)  to  take  a  seat  id  this  House.  U  wm 
tbe  trup  Republican  principle;  for  otberwiae  the 
QoTHvaieotwould  degenerate  into  an  aristocracy. 
Bat  though  such  were  nts  opioioos  oo  this  subject, 
without  deciding  whether  a  per  diem  allowance 
or  aoDual  compensatloD  were  preferaUt^  hecoald 
not  vote  for  any  bill  which  gare  additional  com- 
pensatiOD  to  himself.  He  had  been  elected  under 
the  expectation  of  receiving  six  dollars  per  day 
for  bis  serTices;  he  could  not  thtok  himself  jus- 
tified in  iacreasinff  it.  Qentlemen  had  termed 
this  B  (fueoBiMJ^ delicacy.  He  had  from  his  child- 
hood been  taught  on  all  occasioos  of  this  kind 
that  it  was  safest  to  err  on  the  aide  of  delicacy. 
He  should  therefore  vote  in  the  negatire,  though 
he  would  have  bad  no  objection  to  an  increase 
of  the  allowance  to  members  if  its  operation  were 
postponed  to  a  future  Congress. 

Mr.  O&BTON  opposed  the  bill,  not  because  he 
thought  the  pay  too  high— be  believed  it  not  high 
eoongh — but  because  it  contemplated  a  mode 
radically  wrong.  He  thought  the  services  of 
members  ought  to  be  paid  for  according  to  those 
•ervieei,  and  ooi  by  an  annual  lalary.  To  en- 
force this  opinion,  Mr.  G.  used  rariovt  argu- 
ments. He  did  not  believe  the  country  would  be 
benefitted  by  facilitating  legislation  ;  even  if  it 
were  true  that  tbe  bill  would  produce  that  efiect; 
which  he  did  oot  believe ;  because  ho  Coogress, 
u  a  body,  could  ever  have  protracted  the  sessioo, 
and  femained  here,  for  the  sordid  motive  sup- 
posed.  The  comforts  of  borne  would  hasten  tbem 
away  if  nothing  else,  in  North  Carolina,  said 
Mr.  O.,  from  an  ill-judged  paniimooy,  the  mem- 
bers were  not  allowed  sufficient  compensation  to 
defray  their  expenses,  and  the  effect  was  that  the 
public  business  was  hurried  through  improperly. 
He  denied  that  the  compensation  of  members  by 
an  annual  stipend  would  accord  with  the  genius 
of  our  Gorernment ;  and  advocattfd  the  per  diem 
mode,  as  preferable  in  every  ricw  which  be  conld 
take  of  the  sobjecu 

Mr.  Yahobt  said  he  would  vote  with  his  eol- 
lc9gne,(Mr.GA8T0ir|)  but  for  a  very  different  rea- 
aon.  He  thought  the  oumpeusation,  and  had  al- 
ways thought  it,  inadequate.  A  member  ought  to 
have  enough  to  compensate  him  for  hia  services  to 
his  constituents  and  country.  Ifthemotion  made 
yesterday  to  postpone  the  operation  of  tbe  bill  to  the 
next  Congress  bad  preva.ired,  he  would  have  been 
willing  to  vote  for  two  thousand  dollars  instead  of 
fifteen  hundred.  He  was  not  afraid  of  despatching 
public  business  too  fast,  and  he  believed  the  pro- 
po^  measure  would  produce  that  effect  more  than 
the  prerions  question.  Fix  a  salary,  said  he,  and 
remove  allobstacles  to  attention  in  tbe  Hous&  and 
bnviness  would  be  greatly  facilitated.  Mr.  V.  re* 
peated  that,  if  oot  applied  to  the  present  Congress, 
be  would  support  the  bill,  convinced  that  it  was 
proper.  He  repelled  the  possible  imputation  of 
Toiing  from  an  orer-niee  conHienee--he  impu  ted 
to  none  the  desire  lo  run  after  an  unworthy  popu- 
larity, and  he  ahoold  not  ineur  such  a  suspicion 
himself. 

Mr.  Cdlpbfbr  said,  that  believing  with  his 
«>U«ague  (Mr.  Tahcbt)  that  th«  meaaure  waa. 


right,  ha  should  vote  for  it  now ;  becaow  if  not 
applied  to  the  present  Congress,  he  did  not  knew 
that  it  would  ever  do  any  good.  He  thought  its 
immediate  operation  was  the  best  part  of  the  plan, 
and  he  should  therefore  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Sbabpb  wished  publicly  to  express  his 
gratitude  to  his  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Joax- 
SOH  of  Eeotueky)  for  bringing  forwara  the  pro- 
position ;  and  he  was  willing  to  go  even  foruer. 
The  Constitution  had  prorided  that  the  eonpeo- 
sation  of  Congress  should  be  fixed  by  law,  and  if 
this  measure  was  right,  as  had  been  coo  ceded, 
was  it  proper  to  postponelts  application  to  a  soe- 
ceeding  Coogress?  One  word,  be  said,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  compensation.  If  gentlenea 
wished  to  arrive  at  civilization  it  was  not  by  imi- 
tatiog  savage  life.  The  American  people  oe^i 
to  be  known  by  another  principle,  aikd  be  distin- 
guished as  well  for  dignity  of  character,  liberality, 
and  civilization,  as  for  the  wisdom  of  their  politi- 
cal institutions.  Tbe  same  solicitude  ought  Co 
be  fell  in  legislation  to  cherish  talent,  and  to  em- 
ploy it,  as  in  other  branches  of  the  Qoreroment. 

The  question  was  then  pot,  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— ayes  81, 
noes  67,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Mean.  Alexandar,  Athertwi.  B^rlies,  Botti^ 
Birdsall,  Bradbury,  Brocksoridge,  Brown,  Calbmat, 
Champum,  Cbappell,  Uhipmao,  Olufceof  North  Cam- 
Una,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Clendenoin,  Condict, 
Conner.  Cteighton,  Cutpepar,  Davmport,  Gold,  Oioe- 
venor,  Hardin,  Henderson, HopkinK)tt,Halb«tt,  Irving 
of  New  York,  Jackson,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Kantudcy, 
Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  Massachoaetts,  King 
of  fTorth  CaiDlina,  Law,  Lovett,  Marah,  htmant, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middtetaa, 
Milnor,  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Masnchoaefts, 
Newton,  Noves,  Ormsby,  Psrria,  Pickens,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Robertson,  Sergeant,  Savage, 
Sharpe,  Bhefi^,  SmtUk  of  Penn^lvania,  SmiUt  of 
Maryland,  8teams,8turges,  Taggart,  TaUnudgv,  Tate, 
Tsui,  Taylor  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Thomas,  Throop, 
Ward  of  Masaachnaetta,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wabaler, 
Wendover,  Wbaaton,  ThtnuMi  Wibon,  Woedwari, 
Wrifljit,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Baer,  Barbour,  BawaW, 
Bateman,  Bennett,  Blount,  Bosa,  Bomnl^  Cannae* 
CiUey,  Clopton,  Conutock,  Crawford.  Crooh«on,Gntii- 
bert,  Darlington,  Dasha,  Edwards,  Forney,  Foiqrth, 
Otston,  Glasgow,  Gol^boroogh,  Goodwyo,  Griffin. 
Hale,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hawes.  Herbert,  Hoger,  Hun- 
gerfbrd,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Langdon,  Lewia, 
Love,  Lowndea,  Lumpkin,  Lyb,  Lyon,  Maelay,  Ma- 
son, McCoy,  Piper,  Root,  Ross,  mnith  of  Tiigiata, 
Southard,  Stanford,  Strong,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Tel- 
&ir,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Vose.  Wallaea.  Ward  of  New 
JeisOT,  Whiteside,  WUeoz,  Wilde,  Wilkht,  WiUama, 
WiUonghby.  William  WUaon,  and  Yancey. 

Satdsdat,  March  9. 
Mr.  LowNDBB,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  enti- 
tled '>Aa  act  to  proride  additional  rerenoes  fi>r 
defraying  tbe  expenses  of  Government  and  maia- 
taiuing  the  public  credit,  brlayingduties  on  house- 
hold furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches  f* 
which  ma  read  twid^  and  epmmicted  to  the 
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Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  the  report  of  the 
Conmitiee  ofWafs  and  Means  upon  the  subject 
of  rereaue. 

Mr.  LowHDCB  also  reported  a  bill  to  abolish  the 
existiog;  duties  oo  spirits  distilled  witfain  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  lajr  other  duties  in  lieu  of  those 
at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers  ofspi- 
ritooas  liquors;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  men- 
tioned. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Inob&h,  the  Secretary  of 
ihe  Treasnrf  was  directed  to  report  to  the  next 
session  of  Congress  whether  an]r,aodj  if  aojr,  what 
alterations  are  necessary  to  equalize  the  duty  on 
the  capacity  of  stills,  boilers,  and  other  imple- 
ments used  in  distillation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Conamitiee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  ioqaire  into 
the  ezfiedieBey  of  eiempting  from  the  payment 
of  duties,  the  carriage  of  His  Bxeelleney  Mr. 
Gore,  Governor  of  the  British  Province  of  Upper 
Canada,  who  landed  at  New  York  and  passed 
through  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  mouth  of 
Aonist  or  September  last,  on  bis  way  to  bis 
Qovernmeni. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "in  addition  to  the 
act  entitled  'An  act  concerning  the  Navy  Pen- 
sion Fund."  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  *'  to  extend 
certain  privileges  as  tbereio  meatiooed  to  Bernard 
Edme  Verjon/'  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
meots  i  which  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  the  third 
dme  on  Monday  next. 
'  Ao  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  GusUTUB  Loomts,"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  puied. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  interveniog  orders  of  the  day  were  post* 
poued,  and  the  l£nse  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  National  Bank  bill. 

Mr.  Cadt  offered  ao  amendment  to  prevent 
the  esiaUisbmeot  of  more  than  one  branch  of  the 
bank  in  any  one  State. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Calhoun, 
BunDKT.and  Wbiobt;  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
Cabt  and  Culpbpbb}  and  then  n^tived  without 
a  division. 

After  some  uBlmportant  ameBdmcnt,  and  the 
IbU  having  been  gone  through,  the  question  was 
suied  on  the  Committee^  naing  aud  reporting  it 
to  the  House,  wbeo  Mr.  Cijit  rose  and  detivered 
at  length  bis  sentimeou  iu  &vor  o(  the  bill,  iu 
principle  and  details. 

A  desultory  debate  followed,  between  Mr.  Jack- 
son, Mr.  CbAT,  and  Mr.  Ranuolph,  on  oim  or 
two  points  of  Mr.  Clat's  arguments— Mr.  Ran- 
dolph touching  incidentally  on  the  bill  itself. 

After  which,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

[The  speech  delivflred  <«  this  occadon,  by  Mr.  Ciav, 
appeal*  not  to  have  boon  reperte^  and,  of  coarse, 
eannet  be  Inaartsd  as  nttand  In  As  Hma;  bn^ 
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after  As  ntam  of  Mr.  C.  to  Kentuo^,  he  mads  aB 
address  to  his  cwislHnentt,  in  whidi  he  gave  tta 
rabstanoa  trfit,  as  Mlom:] 

On  one  subject,  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  to  which,  at  the  late  session  of  Coogreas, 
he  nve  his  humble  support,  Mr.  Clay  felt  par- 
ticularly anxious  to  explain  the  grounds  on  which 
be  had  acted.  This  explanation,  if  not  due  to  his 
own  character,  the  State  and  the  district  to  which 
he  belonged  had  a  right  to  demand.  It  would 
have  been  unnecessary  if  his  observations,  ad- 
dressed to  the  House  of  Representatives  pending 
tbe  measure,  bad  been  published;  but  they  were 
not  published,  and  why  they  were  not  published 
he  was  unadvised. 

When  he  was  a  member  of  tbe  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  he  was  induced  to  oppose  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  to  the  old  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  three  general  considerations:  The 
first  was,  that  he  was  instructed  to  oppose  it  by 
the  Legislature  of  tbe  State.  What  were  tbe 
reasons  that  operated  with  the  Legislature,  in 
giving  the  instruction,  he  did  not  know.  He  had 
understood  from  members  of  that  body,  at  the 
time  it  was  given,  that  a  ciduse,  declaring  that 
Ooosress  bad  oo  power  to  grant  the  charter,  was 
stricken  out;  from  which  it  might  be  inferred, 
either  that  tbe  Legislature  did  not  believe  a  bank 
to  be  unconstitutional,  or  that  it  had  formed  no 
opinion  on  that  point.  This  inference  derives 
additional  strength  from  the  fact,  that,  although 
the  two  late  Senators  from  this  State,  as  well  as 
the  present  Seaators,  voted  for  a  National  Bank, 
the  Legislature,  which  must  have  been  well  ap- 
prized that  such  a  measure  was  in  eontemplatioB, 
did  not  again  interpose  either  lo  protest  sgaiost 
the  measure  itself,  or  to  eensnre  tne  eouduet  of 
those  Senators.  From  this  silence,  oo  the  part 
of  a  body  which  has  ever  fixed  a  watchful  eye 
upon  tbe  proceedings  of  the  General  Governmeat 
he  had  a  right  to  believe  that  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky  saw^  without  dissatisfaction,  the  pro- 
posal to  establish  a  National  Bank;  and  that  ita 
opposition  to  tbe  former  oo^wasupon  groundai^ 
expediency,  applicable  to  that  corporation  alon^ 
or  no  longer  existing.  But  when,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  question  came  up  as  to  the  eslaUish- 
ment  of  a  National  Bank,  being  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  point  of  inquiry 
with  him  was,  not  so  much  what  was  the  opinion 
of  the  Legislature,  although,  ondoubtedly,  the 
opinion  of  a  body  so  respectable  would  have  great 
weight  with  htm  under  aur  circumstances,  as 
what  were  the  Geniimnls  of  bh  immediate  con- 
stituents. These  he  bdteved  to  be  in  fhvor  of 
such  an  inatitotioo,  from  the  following  ciream- 
sUnces:  In  the  first  place,  bis  predecessor  f  Mr. 
Hawkins)  voted  for  a  National  Bank,  withoat 
the  slightest  murmor  of  discontent.  Secondly, 
during  the  last  Fall,  when  he  was  in  bis  district, 
he  conrersed  freely  with  many  of  his  constituents 
upon  that  subject,  then  the  most  common  topic 
ot  conversation,  and  all,  without  a  single  excep- 
tion, as  far  as  he  recollected,  agreed  that  it  was 
a  desirable,  if  not  the  only  eflteieot  remedy  for 
Ihe  tlarmlDf  avUs  Ib  thn  currency  of  the  eoiiBtrr- 
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Affd,  luUy,  dariqg  the  tfstiov  h«  raeeircd  aasj 
iMleni  from  bis  const! tuenta,  prior  to  tfaa  pus^fne 
of  the  bill,  all  of  which  coBourred,  he  belisTed, 
Ttiboat  a  aolitary  ezeeptioo,  in  adTislDg  the 
metsure.  So  far,  theo,  from  being  iastrocted  bjr 
his  district  to  oppose  the  bank,  he  bad  what  was 
perhaps,  tantamoODt  to  ao  insuuctioa  to  support 
It— the  acquiescence  of  his  constituents  in  the  vote 
of  their  former  RMrcsenutiTc  and  the  coanau- 
nicatioB^  oral  ana  whtten,  of  the  opiniou  of 
them  in  faror  of  n  bank. 

The  next  oonaideratioii  which  indaced  him  to 
oppose  the  renewal  of  the  old  charter,  was,  that 
he  Mlieved  the  corporatioa  had,  duria^  a  portion 
of  the  period  6f  its  existence,  abased  its  powers, 
and  had  soucht  to  vnbserre  the  Tiews  of  a  politi- 
cal party.  Instances  of  its  oppression,  for  that 
purpose,  ware  asserted  to  have  occurred  at  Phil* 
adeK>hia  and  at  Charleston ;  and,  although  denied 
in  Coi^cress  by  the  friends  of  the  institution,  dur- 
ing the  discussions  on  the  application  for  the  re* 
newal  of  the  charter,  they  were,  in  bis  judgment, 
satiifHtorily  made  out.  This  ofuressioo,  indeed,- 
wa«  admitted  in  ibe  House  of  Represeoialive^ 
in  the  debate  on  the  present  bank,  by  a  distin- 
guished member  of  that  party  which  had  so 
ifacmly  espoused  the  renewal  of  the  old  chatter. 
It  may  be  said,  what  security  is  there  that  the  new 
hank  will  not  imitate  thi«  exampie  of  o^nssion  7 
He  answered,  the  fate  of  the  old  lMnk-—warning 
alt  similar  institutions  to  shun  politics,  with 
which  they  ov^ht  not  to  have  any  concern ;  the 
existence  of  aluindant  competition,  arising  from 
the  great  multiplication  of  bank^  and  the  precau- 
tions which  are  to  be  found  in  the  dctaila  of  the 
pfeaentbilL 

A  third  coiuEderation  upon  which  be  acted  in 
1811  was,  that,  as  the  power  to  create  a  corpora- 
tion, such  as  was  proposed  to  be  continued,  was 
not  specifically  granted  in  the  Constitotioa,  and 
did  not  theo  appear  to  him  to  be  necessary  to 
carry  into  e^t  any  of  the  powers  which  were 
^eifieally  granted,  CoDgreaawas  not  authorized 
to  eontinue  tbe  baoJu  The  Coaslitution^  he  said, 
contained  powers  delegated  an^  prohibitory-^. 

Sk««m  expreued  and  eonsiruciive.  It  vests  in 
Mgress  all  poweni  necessary  to  give  effect  to 
eminif  nfed  powers;  all  that  may  be  necessary  to 
pqtiBl9  mouea.and  activity  tl^  machine  of  CfoTr 
WBfPent  ifhieh  U,  eobsttucts.  The  powers  thi^ 
may  be;  so  necessary,  are  dsducible  by  cpnstrui}- 
tiw;  they  are  not  defined  in  the  Constitatuuti 
they  are,  from  their  nature,  indefinable.  Wbea 
the  question  is  in  tela^oo  to  ooe  of  these  powiers, 
the  poinjt  of  inquiry  should  be,  is  its  exertion  ne* 
etssary  to  carry  into  eQect  a.^y  of  the  enumerated 
powers  and  objects  of  the  Genesal  Oovfrpm<fni? 
With  regard  to  the  degree  of  necessity,  vartt^ 
Tutes  have  been,  at  dinereoi  times,  laid  dowoj 
but,^  perhapsj  at  Tmi  there  is  no  other  than  a  souod; 
and  honest  judgment  exercised  iwder  tbe  cheeks 
and  control  whieh  belong  to  the  ConstUutioa  and; 
the^ople. 

The  coastru^^ve  powen^  being  anxiliivy  to  tbe 
wcifiuUy.  gn^e4  pflt^ers,  a^  d^puidi^  for 


give  effect  to  the  latter,  which  necessity  is  to  ba^ 
sought  for  and  ascertained  by  a  sound  and  hooeat 
discretion,  it  is  manifest  that  this  necessity  iiui|r 
not  be  perceivedj  at  one  time,  under  one  state  of 
things,  when  it  is  pierceived,  at  another  tim«,  un- 
der a  different  state  of  things.  Tbe  Constitutioia, 
it  is  true,  never  changes— it  is  always  tbe  same: 
but  the  force  of  circumstances,  and  Uie  lights  of 
experience^  may  evolve  to  the  falitfale  peraov 
charged  with  its  adrntniitration,  the  fitaesa  aa4 
necessity  of  a  (Mrticular  exercise  o{  eonatraetire 
power'to^ay,  which  they  did  not  see  at  a  ibrawf 
period. 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  remark,  that,  when  the  ap- 
plication was  made  to  renew  the  old  charUr  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  such  an  iostitotioa 
did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  so  neoessaty  to  the 
fulfilment  of  many  of  the  objects  specifically  ea»- 
merated  in  the  Cfonstitulion,  as  to  justify  Con- 
gress in  assuming,  by  construction,  a  power  to 
establish  it;  it  was  supported  mainly  upon  t|«e 
ground  that  it  was  indispensable  to  the  Treasury 
operations.  But  the  local  iastitutions  in  the  sev- 
eral States  were,  at  that  time,  in  prosperous  exr 
isteoce,  confided  in  by  the  community,  having  a. 
confidence  in  each  other,  and  mamiaining  an 
intercourse  and  connexion  the  most  intinute* 
Many  of  them  were  actually  en^ph^ed  by  the 
Treasury,  to  aid  that  Department  in  a  part  of  in- 
fiscal  arrangements;  and  they  appeared  to.  him 
to  be  fully  capable  of  affording  to  u  all  the  ifaciV- 
ity  that  it  ought  to  desire  in  all  of  them.  They 
superseded,  in  his  judsmeni,  tbe  necessity  of  a 
national  insiituiioo.  But  how  stood  tbe  caaa  in 
1616,  when  he  was  called  upon  again  to  eumine 
the  power  of  the  General  Oovernment  to  inoar- 
porate  a  National  Bank?  A  total  obange  oC  ejr- 
cumstanees  was  presented — eveqts  of  the  utippM 
magnitude  bad  intervened. 

A  general  suspension  of  specie  paymeou  had 
taken  place,  and  ibie  had  led  to  a  tram  of  conse- 
quences of  tbe  most  alarming  nature.  Hebeheld, 
dispersed  over  the  immense  extent  of  the  United 
States,  about  three  hundred  baaUag  uutitatkaa^ 
enjoying,  in  dtflereM  degtees,  the  coofidcaoe  of 
the  publie,  shaken  ae  te  them  alii  Dnder  wk  Htmt 
control  of  the  General  Govecnmei^  aad  MUeX 
to  no  actual  rei^nstbUity  to  the  fiMMe  aothori- 
ties.  These  institutions  ivere  emitting  the  ae  Mud 
curieoey  of  the  United  GNalee}  a  oucren^  MOOf 
sistiog  of  a  paper,  on  which  they  neither  paidin-r 
tereet  nor  principal,  whilst  if  was  exehangad  for 
the  paper  of  the  community,  on  which  both  w«» 
pa^  He  saw  these  institiuianiv  in  &ot,  exetcia- 
mg,  what  bad  been  considered  at  all  times,  andb 
in  all  oountries,  one  of  the  highest  attrihiues  at 
sovereignty— the  regulation  of  the  cnrreat  me- 
dium of  tbe  country.  They  were  ao  longer  cen- 
peteot  to  assist  the  Treasury,  in  either- of  tlia 
great  operations  of  collection,  deposite,  or  (tistri- 
butiofl  of  the  public  revenues.  In  fact,  the-papec 
whieh  they  emitted,  and  whieh  the  TreaMtry. 
from  the  force  of  events,  found  itself  eonstmiae* 
Ut  receive,  was  constajn^y  obatruptioa  the  of$m' 
tlQiu^qf  thi|t,pepwtinenO  fer  ix  wwii^cHimfcr 
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'oaed  wbete  it  wu  tnnied  for  the  purposes  of 
Ctovern meat  without  a  raiaoua  and  arbitrary 
brokerage.  jSrery  maa  who  paid  or  received 
from  the  GoveromeDt,  paid  or  receired  as  much 
less  than  be  onght  to  have  done,  as  was  the  dif< 
fereoee  between  the  medium  in  which  the  pay- 
taent  was  effeeied  and  specie.  Taxes  wen  no 
longer  uftifbrn.  In  New  England,  where  specie 
pftyBMBts  iMve  not  been  ampended,  the  penile 
were  called  npoa  to  pay  larger  contnbutioils  iMn 
vrbrett  they  Were  enspeirded.  In  Eenttefcy,  as 
maeb  niMe  was  paid  by  tbe  peoide  in  iheir  tane, : 
^HM  wis  ^id,  for  cXMnple, »  tbt  8t««  fif  Ofeij», 
«  SetiMMiy  pap«ir  i»u  wArth  mbre  ihftil  Ohia 

appetir«d  to  Mr.  C.  that,  ib  thfs  eoaditton  6( 
things,  the  Gkneral  Oovemment  could  depeiid  ao 
longer  upon  these  local  institntions,  multifAied 
■BcTmaltiplytaf  daily ;  ettaiog  into  existence  by 
the  breath  of  ei^^hteea  State  soTereignlies,  some 
of  which,  by  a  single  act  of  volition,  nad  created 
twenty  or  thirty  at  a  time.  Even  if  the  resump* 
tion  of  specie  payments  could  have  been  antici- 
pated, the  Qeoeral  Government  remaining  pas- 
sive, It  did  not  seem  to  him  that  the  GhnteralGov- 
ernment  oaght  loD^r  to  depend  u^ton  these  local 
iastltDtions  exclusively  for  aid  in  its  operations; 
but  be  did  not  believe  it  could  be  justly  so  anU- 
«ipated.  It  was  not  the  interest  of  all  of  them,  thai 
tn  renewal  riibuld  take  place  of  specie  payments] 
«nd  yet,  wkkont  eontwrt  between  alL  or  moat  of 
thaoh  it  eovU  not  be  effected.  With  regard  to 
ihoie  4itpooed  «•  return  to  a  regular  atate  of 
dridga,  great  difficBliies  might  arise  as  to  the  tiine 
^lit  ccmnaeDC^Mit. 

CoQsidBring,  tlMn,  that  the  fclate  of  the  corren- 
CT  was  saeh,  tint  boihioUi^  man««irid  eflntem* 
plate  it  without  the  most  serious  alarm;  that  it 
tM^teired  general  distress,  if  it  did  n«t  oltimately 
lead  to  eoDVitlston  and  subversion  of  thie  Ch>yer&- 
Went,  it  Appeared  lo  bhti  to  be  the  duty  of  €o&< 
gress  to  h\mt  a  remedy,  {f  a  remedy  could  be  de- 
vised. &  rutioiial  Bank,  with  other  auxiliary 
m«asares,  was  proposed  as  that  remedy.  Mr.  C. 
said,  be  determined  fo  examine  the  question,  With 
«B  Intle  prejudice  as  possible  arising  from  hU 
former  opiaioo;  be  knew  that  the  saKst  course 
ttt  him,  if  he  purSQed  a  eold,  eeElevlatiag  prudeneo, 
was  10  adkere  to  that  t^aion.  right  or  wrong, 
lie  WW  peiftotly  cwitre  ibtti.  if  be  ehangbd,  or 
•eetie4  to  tbange  h,  be  sb<Aild  Mfose  fatmself  ta 
«Dme  «en«n$  bat,  looking  at  the  sabj^el  With 
the  light  shed  upoa  it  bf  events  hap^eimf  riaec 
tkecomneneement  of  ihe  war,  b«  «euM  MloBger 
doubt.  A  hank  appeared  to  him  *M  only  neees- 
sary,  btH  indispeaaably  aeocssary,  in  coaaezion 
with  another  measure,  to  remedy  the  evils  of 
Which  all  were  but  too  sensible.  He  preferred, 
n>  (be  sa^estions  of  the  pride  of  consistency,  the 
evident  interests  of  the  community,  and  deter- 
mined to  throw  himself  upon  their  candor  aud 
justice.  That  which  appeared  to  him,  in  18U, 
ntader  (he  state  of  things  then  existing,  not  to  he 
necessary  to  the  Ckneral  Government,  seemed 
DOW  to  DC  netessary,  trader  the  present  state  of 
tbingB.  liad  he  ihen  foreseen  in»t  now  exiiu, 
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and  no  objection  had  laid  against  the  reaewat  of 
the  charter,  other  than  that  derived  from  the  Con- 
stituHon,  he  should  have  voted  for  the  renewal. 

Other  provisions  of  the  ConstHution  Inii  Hide 
noticed,  if  noticed  at  all,  on  the  discnssioas  in 
Congress  in  1811,  would  seem  to  urge  that  body 
to  exert  all  Its  powers  to  restore  to  a  sound  state 
the  mon^y  of  the  comitry.  That  instrument  con- 
fers apoB  Congress  the  power  to  coin  money,  and 
to  regnlate  the  value  of  foreign  eoins;  and  the 
States  are  prohibited  to  coin  money,  to  emit  bills 
of  credit,  or  lo  make  anythine  bat  geld  and  silver 
coin  a  tender  in  payment  «  debts.  The  pbtln 
infivenoe  is,  that  the  subject  of  the  generd  cur- 
rency was  intended  to  t>e  submitted  excluarrdy 
to  the  General  Government.  In  point  of  fact, 
however,  the  rq;uiatioD  of  the  general  currency 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Governments,  or, 
which  is  the  same  thing,  of  the  banks  created  by 
them.  Their  paper  has  etery  quality  of  money, 
except  that  of  being  made  a  tenuerj  and  even  thu 
is  imparted  to  it  by  some  States,  in  the  law,  by 
whicn  a  creditor  must  receive  it,  or  submit  to  a 
ruinous  suspension  of  the  payment  of  bis  debt. 
It  was  incumbent  upon  Congress  to  recover  the 
control  which  it  had  lost  over  the  general  cur- 
rency; the  remedy  called  for  was  one  of  caution 
and  moderation,  but  of  firmness.  Whether,  a 
remedy  directly  acting  upon  the  banks,  and  their 
paper  thrown  into  circalation,  was  in  the  power 
of  the  General  Oovemment  or  not,  neither  Con- 
gress nor  the  eemmunity  were  pre^red  for  the 
application  of  such  a  remedy ;  an  indirect  reme- 
dy, of  a  milder  character,  seemed  to  be  furnished 
by  a  National  Bank.  Going  into  operation  with 
the  powerful  aid  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  he  believed  it  would  be  highly  instru- 
menul  in  the  renewal  of  specie  fmyments.  Coup- 
led with  the  other  measure  adopted  by  Congress 
for  that  object,  he  believed  the  rebiedy  effectuaL 
The  local  banks  most  follow  the  example  which 
the  National  Bank  would  set  them,  of  redeemii^ 
iheir  notes  by  the  payment  of  specie,  or  dieir 
notes  will  be  discredited  and  put  down. 

If  the  Constitution,  then,  warranted  the  estab- 
Usttmeni  of  a  bank,  other  cousideralions  besides 
those  already  mentioned  strongly  orged  it.  The 
wnnt  of  a  j^eral  medium  is  everywhere  felt; 
exchan^  varilts  eontinaally,  not  only  between 
different  parts  of  the  tTnion,  bnt  between  diilbrent 

Eirts  of  the  same  city.  If  t&e  paper  tff  a  National 
ink  were  not  redeemed  in  specie,  it  would  be 
mseh  bener  than  the  current  'iMper ;  since,  al- 
though its  value,  in  comparison  with  specie,  might 
fluctuate,  it  would  afford  an  nniforfn  standard. 

If  political  power  be  incidental  to  bankina;  oper- 
ations, there  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  in  the  General 
Government  some  counterpoise  to  that  which  is 
exerted  by  ibe  States.  Sncli  a  counterpoise  might 
not,  indeed,  be  so  necessary,  if  the  States  exer- 
cised the  power  to  iueorporaie  banks  equally,  or 
in  proportion  to  their  respective  populations.  Bat 
that  is  not  the  case.  A  single  Slate  has  a  bank- 
ing capital  equivalent,  or  nearly  aO|to  Ane-filith  of 
Ihe  whole  banking  capital  of  the  Ddiled  Bam. 
Foot  Siaiea  eoohittcd  h«re  the  iria^  pfttt  of  the 
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baakiog  capital  of  the  UDiied  States.  la  the  CTeot 
of  aoy  cooTQlstoD,  in  which  the  distributioo  of 
iMDking  iDBtitutioas  mieht  be  important,  it  may 
be  urged  that  the  miscDief  would  not  be  allevi- 
ated by  the  creation  of  a  Naliooal  BaQk,siDCP  its 
locatioii  must  be  withio  one  of  the  States.  But, 
in  Uiia  respect,  the  location  of  ibe  bank  is  ex- 
tnnwly  faTonble,  beioj;  in  one  of  the  middle 
Stales,  not  likely,  from  its  position,  as  well  as  its 
loyalty,  to  concur  in  any  scheme  for  subverting 
the  GoTernment;  and  a  sufficient  security  agaiiut 
aneh  contingency  is  to  be  found  in  the  disiribu* 
tion  of  branches  in  different  States,  acting  and 
reacting  upon  the  parent  institntioo,  and  upon 
eaeb  oumt. 

Monday,  March  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wkbbter, 

^csoltwd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by 
law  for  making  the  gold  coins  of  Bnglajid,  France, 
Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France, 
parts  of  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States, 
ax  rates  eorrespoodiog  with  the  intrinsic  value  of 
soeb  coins,  respectively,  and  that  the  Committee 
on  the  National  Currency  be  instructed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill  "  further  sup- 

filemenlary  to  the  aet^  entitled  'An  act  providing 
or  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory." 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  com- 
munications from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  one  transmitting  the  amount  of  expenses 
incurred  for  public  buildingii,  in  Washing- 
ton; and  the  other  a  statement  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,  according  to  the  latest  returns 
at  the  Naval  Department. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  extend  certain 
nrivilege8,as  therein  mentioned,  to  Bernard  Edme 
Verjon/*  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Yancev,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Captain  John 
T.  Wirt,  which  was  read  ;  wheo  Mr.  Y.  reported 
a  bill  for  (he  relief  of  John  T.  Wirt  j  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engroued  and  read 
n  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Yancbt  also  made  a  report  oo  the  petition 
of  Richard  Ridsely.  Edward  Pagh,  and  Charles 
W.  Hanson,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Ridgely, 
and  others  j  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yahcbt  also  made  a  report  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  25tb  January, 
1816,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a 
bill  authorizing  payment  for  the  county  court- 
boose  of  Hamuton  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  report  it  as  follows: 

Tbntf  in  the  mmth  of  Febraaiy,  1814,  a  detach- 


ment of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  under  tlw 
command  of  Captain  Thomas  Romoaj,  occupied  a> 
barracks  the  coun^  eonrt-houae  of  HamiltsBi  io  lha 
town  of  Cincinnati,  by  permiisum  of  Uie  sheriff  of  the 
coan^,  there  being  at  mat  time  no  other  house  wbkli 
they  could  procure,  and  the  weather  Mngao  cold  and 
aerere  as  to  require  good  qnortars.  It  ntisfoetorify 
appears  to  the  committee,  that,  while  the  courMiouee 
waa  thus  oecu^ed,  firom  some  uncontrollable  aecidaatr 
fire  was  commonicated  to  the  IwKue,  and  it  wo*  een- 
■umed. 

Tlie  house  having  been  thus  in  the  oeenpalian  of 
the  United  States,  and,  in  conseqnenee  of  that,  mm- 
■omed  by  occideDt,  which  no  one  whose  duty  U  soight 
have  been  to  take  care  of  it  oonU  eontnl»  it  is  tte 
opinion  of  the  Cummittee  that  the  dMUoge  snstaioed  in 
conaeqttenoo  therwif  aboold  be  paid  to  the  county,  to 
enable  tbem  to  lebuild  the  house.  They  therefcre  re> 
port  fay  bilL 

PETITION  OF  THOMAS  KEMP. 
Mr.  Yamobt  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Kemp ;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  early  in  the  year  1613,  the  petitioner  entered 
into  a  contract  with  the  If  avy  DmartmeDt  to  bidd 
two  aloopa-of-war,  "the  Erie  and  Ontario,'*  at  Baltt* 
more.   The  aum  which  was  agreed,  on  the  pert  of  the 
Govenuneot,  to  be  given  for  the  veMsIs  waa  then  con- 
sidered by  the  petitioner  to  be  adequate  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  materials  and  labor,  andaflbrd  a  anffident 
compensation  ibr  tlw  undertaking ;  but  be  statea  that, 
in  cMisequenee  of  the  British  naval  face  wUdi  aoon 
after  come  into  the  Chesapeake  the  materiola  out  of 
which  the  veoscds  were  bodt  cost  him  a  much  larger 
■urn  than  they  otherwise  would  have  done,  and  that 
he  bos  onstained  a  loss  of  she  tboueand  three  hnndied 
and  twen^-three  doUocs,  which  be  praja  may  be  paid 
him. 

In  making  this  contract,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  petitioner  considered  Iw  had  taken  sufficiant  care 
ofUnuelf;  and  if  itliad  tamed  out,  upon  the  compie- 
tioD  of  the  contract,  that  he  bad  made,  beyond  a  tmr 
sonable  compenaatita  for  his  labor,  care,  and  expenses, 
the  sum  of  money  in  question,  it  could  not  have  been 
expected  by  the  Government  that  he  ahonid  have  re- 
funded that  sum.  The  contract  ahculd  be  redpfocal. 
All  that  can  be  expected  by  the  Government  is,  that  it 
should  £uriy  and  boneatly  comply  with  ita  engage- 
ments. If  it  should  be  fortunate  enough  sometimss  to 
make  a  piofitaUe  contract,  it  will  only  by  that  nwana 
aui^  a  deficient  oftan  piaduosd  by  bod  mias.  The 
Committee  are  of  t^nlon  that  the  petitioner  is  not 
mtitled  to  relief,  and  tberefiMe  recommend  to  tte 
House  the  f<rilowiog  resolulioa : 

Xeaohedt  That  the  ^yer  of  die  petitioner 
not  to  be  granted. 

MEMORIAL  OF  GENERAL  HARRISON. 

The  Spgakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Qeoeral  William  H.  Harrison,  sotieiting  u 
inquiry  into  the  expenditure  of  public  money 
within  the  8tb  miltUry  district,  while  ander  bis 
command ;  which  was  read. 

On  a  proposition  of  Mr.  MoLkam  to  refer  ibe 
letter  to  a  select  conrimitlee,  a  short  diseossioik 
arose,  in  which  Mr.  Hali.  and  Mr.  Wbiobt  sop- 
ported  the  propriety  of  laying  it  on  the  table,  on 
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iha  groaad  that  it  wonld  be  inpouible  now  for  a 
committee  lo  discharge  such  a  duty  faithfully ; 
and  Mr.  McLean  maiotaiaed  his  ovd  motioo. 
AAer  which  the  leuer  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitiee  on  FuUio  Etzpenditores.  The  letter  is  as 
follows: 

NexTH  BMs,(OBio.)i>ec.S0,  1616. 
8ix :  I  should  apologise  for  Uiis  intrunon  upon  the 
tbna  of  the  House  of  Bmes«atativ«%  if  1  conndered  , 
the  mtgeet  npoa  which  ■  address  them  ezdadvely  of 
a  pfivate  and  peisooal  oatare.  Ahhoagfa  the  investi-  . 
gMOD  I  solicit  is  of  the  ntmoet  importaaee  to  m  jself, 
it  will,  I  eoneein,  be  readily  admitted,  tliat  both  the 
Mtimal  honor  and  interests  are  dee|dj  eonesmed  in 
the  result  My  otgect  is  to  obtain  an  in^oiry  into  the 
eExpenditore  of  public  money  within  the  eighth  military 
^ttrint  whilst  nader  my  eMnmand,  and  particolarty 
whatanc  lalatas  to  the  sapidias  of  ptorisiMi  hy  the 

rjal  eoamisssfiBS  of  dw  United  States,  and  under 
oontract  of  Messrs.  Orr  and  Oieely.  My  reasons 
far  making  this  application,  and  the  psrtiealar  claim  I 
conoeiTe  myself  to  have  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes,  are  most  respectfally  sub- 
mitted to  them  through  you,  sir,  in  the  follomng  state- 
ment: 

Bhorthr  after  the  adjonmment  of  Congress,  in  1614, 
I  was  infoniMd  that  the  henoraUa  Mr.  Fibk,  the  chair- 
man of  a  eommitlee  whidt  had  hem  appointed  to  in* 
mirB  into  some  complaints  of  the  army  contractors, 
had  declared  to  one  of  the  Western  ddegation  that 
doeoments  had  been  submitted  to  that  committee  which 
were  deejrfy  injurioos  to  my  public  diaraeter.  I  im- 
mediately addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Fisn,  of  Vermont, 
depumding  an  explanatioa  of  this  declaration.  From 
the  answer  of  this  gentleman,  I  learned  that  I  had  miS' 
taken  him  Ibr  another  of  the  same  name,  a  representa- 
tive from  the  State  oi  New  YaA,  and  who  was  the 
chairman  of  the  eonunittae  dlnded  to.  To  the  latter, 
at  the  eommeneement  of  the  last  sessbn  of  Congress, 
a  similar  letter  was  sent.  In  his  answer  be  denied 
having  used  the  ezpresaioDs  concerning  me  which  had 
heen  attributed  to  him,  but  admitted  that  he  had  formed 
an  opinion  not  very  fkvorable  to  me  from  the  state- 
ments whidi  had  been 'made  to  the  committee,  sup- 
ported by  auduntie  doenmenti^  chiefly  my  own  letten, 
all  thomng  a  wonderflil  ineensiBteni^  in  the  orders 
given  to  the  oontraetors  for  supplying  the  Army  with 
provirionfc  Being  peiAetly  coavbioed  that  these  doe- 
uments  were  very  artfol  muUIationB  of  my  letters  to 
the  centraetws  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  transmitted 
to  Mr.  FisK,  through  the  honmable  Mr.  HiwErss,  of 
Keutneky,  all  the  wiginal  letters  and  papcra  in  my 
possession  relating  to  the  si^jject  of  the  sullies  I  had 
oamanded  of  Orr  and  Greely .  These  papers  were  ao- 
enniMnied  1^  an  eiplanatoiy  statmnent  from  me,  and 
a  request  to  Mr.  Bawbivs  to  bring  the  aflbir  befiire 
Oongresst  should  he  deem  it  necessary  to  the  vindica- 
tion of  my  character.  It  was  not  until  very  late  in  the 
session  tut  Mr.  Fiss  could  spare  a  moment  from  his 

Eoblio  duties  to  devote  to  my  afikir.  la  the  answer, 
owever,  with  which  he  honored  me,  he  was  pleased 
to  express  much  satisbction  at  the  information  con- 
tained In  my  memoir,  and  to  add,  that  "  if  the  docu- 
ments (which  accompanied  it)  had  been  exhibited  to 
Ae  committee  itf  faiveatigalion  they  would,  he  wasjper- 
•nade^  have  laade  an  imprssiion  upon  the  ndndi  of 
that  eommittee  di&rent  from  that  produced  by  the 
haparfect  inlnrmation  which  was  received."  That  a 
amnlllBS  shmld  have  thought  popsr  to  invostifste 


the  eonduet  of  a  genonl  oflbwr  Bommanding  an  ara^ 
without  his  knowing  it,  and  to  snfler  th«r  minds  to 
reesive  nn&vorable  impressions  concerning  him,  upon 
the  imperfect  tnformaniDn  fiiraidied  by  his  enemies,  is, 
I  am  persuaded,  a  novel  procedure  with  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  who  are  the  guardians  of  titeir 
rights  and  privileges.  I  am  confident,  however,  that 
the  committee  acted  from  no  previous  hosUIi^  to  me, 
and  I  attribute  their  conduct  to  inadvertency  produced 
by  the  pressure  of  important  huainess  that  mmasn- 
tous  pwiod  of  our  affiurs.  It  is  nevertheless  eettaia, 
that  mese  impressions  of  the  committee  have  been  com- 
municated to  others,  and  maUce  and  hatred  have  given 
them  currency  in  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Umoo. 
To  resist  this  torrent  of  calumny,  I  have  no  alternative 
hot  to  solicit  an  investigation.  U  the  granting  of  tUs 
favor  is  beyond  the  merits  of  an  officer  who  has  nent 
the  greatest  portion  of  his  lifo  in  tlie  service  of  the 
pnbUc,  it  wiU  be  aecorded  to  the  elsims  of  the  nation, 
and  to  the  vin^catioB  of  the  honor  and  charaetsr  of 
the 'country.  The  annals  of  the  late  war  will  not  re- 
cord the  treachery  of  a  second  Arnold,  but  they  will 
give  to  posterity  an  instance  of  military  crime  scarcely 
less  detestable  than  that  foul  blot  in  our  Revolutionaiy 
history.  If  another  officer  of  high  rank  and  trust  can 
be  truly  chafed  with  a  crime  so  disgraceful  aa  that  of 
pecnlaling  upon  the  fnnda  of  his  army,  it  will  in  the 
estiaatton  of  the  worid  detract  largely  from  the  blaae 
of  renown  with  which  the  achievements  of  Blown  and 
Jackson  have  endrcled  the  nation ;  and  I  hnmHy  con- 
ceive, that  no  paina  should  t>e  spared  to  ascertun  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  individual  accused.  Under 
tiie  circumstances  in  which  the  country  was  placed  in 
Xhe  late  war,  the  diversion  of  the  public  funds  to  indi- 
vidnal  purposes  wonld  have  been  equally  fatal  with 
treason,  and  merits  punishment  as  severe.  For  myself 
I  was  well  aware  that  the  Treasury  could  scarcely  an- 
swer the  wmghty  demands  which  were  made  upon  H 
by  the  Military  Department;  and  knowing,  as  I  wsll 
did,  the  hnoic  valor  of  our  countrymen,  in  ewnmon 
wiUi  every  patriot,  I  believed  that  America  had  no 
cause  of  alarm  but  from  the  inadequacy  of  her  fissal 
arrangements.  To  some  it  may  appear  idle  to  speak 
of  punishing  a  man  for  a  mihtaiy  carime  who  no  longer 
huids  a  military  commission.  The  right  of  ths  Gov- 
ernment to  do  this,  however,  is  in  my  o^nion  incon- 
trovertible. The  principle  b^g  as  well  setUed  as  any 
odier  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  and  juiisdietioa  w 
courts  martial,  which  are  derived  from  the  *•  custom  of 
war."  It  was  the  practice  of  all  the  andenl  RepuUics, 
and  in  Bn^and,  from  whence  we  derive  our  military 
as  well  as  our  dvil  common  law ;  the  precedent  was 
established  in  the  case  of  Lord  Oeoige  Ssckvilie,  who, 
for  alleged  misconduct  at  the  battie  of  Minden,  was 
brought  before  a  military  tribunal  and  caahiered  long 
after  h»  resignation  had  been  accepted.  If,  in  the  in- 
quiry I  solici^aoything  should  aj^tear  to  create  a  doobt 
as  to  the  pori^  of  my  conduct  in  tlw  eemmsad  of  ths 
army  that  was  intruded  to  me,  let  a  eonrt  msrtial  de> 
dde  my  fote.  I  ivomise  most  scdemnly  to  sdntit  its 
jurisdiction  and  abide  its  deusion. 

I  make  this  application  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives with  the  fiiUeit  confidence  that  il  will  not  be  re- 
jected. It  is  the  only  reward  I  claim  for  a  long  coarse  of 
laborious  and  faithful  service.  The  greater  the  latitude 
which  ia  given  to  the  inquiry,  the  better  shall  I  like  it; 
and  I  most  respectfully  request  that  it  may  emhrsee 
the  frilowing  points :  Wbetbor  any  supplies  were  ever 
demanded  by  me  of  ths  contractors,  Orr  and  Greely. 
whkh  were  net  eallsd  for  by  the  state  of  the  army,  and 
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HVTUitedby  dMosnditumi  of  their  contnct.  WMher 
way  bjiutim  wu  d«M  to  the  «ud  Orr  and  CrrMly,  by 
vaj  «n«r  given  trf  HM  to  the  purefaaKiic  or  ipecial 
oonmiMtrief  of  taa  Amy.  Wlntfier  ttiere  h  reum 
to  belicrre  tb«t  uij  mtiinent  of  hofltiltty  exiated  iamj 
mAnA  tewirds  the  seid  contnctozs,  and  wUcb  operated 
li^niioaily  to  theiT  intereats,  either  hj  forciog  ihem  to 
da  «hst  wu  ODoeceaaary,  or  withholding  from  them 
•Bj-Oing  Avt  they  had  a  right  to  daim.  ^^e^ 
a«M  ia  ^  naiMi  tobeliera  that  B07  eoBDexiai  (other 
Om  diat  wfaMi  tha  lalatiow  of  our  eomtiiierioiu  ne- 
aiMwUy  pradooed)  axitted  between  myself  tnd  utr  of 
Ihe  itiff  oSeen  ot  Anny.  And,  generally,  wb«t- 
«Mr  ralatea  to  tiw  expNiditttn  of  pubUe  monqr  for  Oe 
a^fon  of  tha  Noraiwartoni  may,  a*  Ai  ae  X  may 
lM*e  baeo  oencemed. 

Thaae  pamta  will  embrace  ererything  that  any  hot 
■  military  tribunal  iacompeteot  to  dadde.  Thaio^niiy 
wffl,  I  tiust,  produce  a  perfect  eouridion  that  the 
•meiiBWi  wludi  were  adopted  wer«  Aoae  alone  by 
arUoh  the  anbuatonco  of  the  Army  could  hare  been 
aaoMtdned. 

I  have  forwarded  to  the  RepreaentatiTe  of  Ae  diatriet 
ta  whieh  I  live,  a  number  of  original  docamcnta,  with 
an  flxidanatory  atatement  Tbeae,  together  with  Ae 
tottimony  of  Gcdenel  Merriaon,  late  qaaitormaator  gen- 
eral, and  Mr.  Piatt,  Uto  pnichasing  commiaaa^,  both 
af  whom  will  be  at  ttie  Seat  of  GoTonunent,  will  ftir 
Blah  ewy  infimnation  neeeaaary  to  my  vindieation. 

With  tta  higbeat  comideration,  I  hava  the  honor  to 
'b^  afaTt  TMU  htunbla  aerran^ 

WM.  HEZniy  HARBISON, 
Late  JH^er  OeaertU  in  the  U.S.  Army. 
HanonUa  Skbauk 

the  Baute  ajf  BeginmnMiM^' 

ALI£GSD  D^ALCATION. 

Hie  SpcAKBR  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  letter 
fkWB  William  Biromoos^  late  Aceoantant  of  the 
War  Departmeni,  stating  certain  defalcationa 
ud  miaappItcatioD!!  of  pablie  monejrs  by  ColoQei 
lamei  Thomas,  late  a  Huartermaster  General  in 
this  Army;  also  ceruio  alleged  improper  redttc- 
tioni  by  ibe  Treasury  officers,  of  the  amouat  due 
by  Colonel  Thomas  to  the  Go7ert)ment;  and  a 
belief  that  all  was  not  fair,  which  bad  prevented 
the  prompt  communicatioa  of  the  information 
called  for  by  the  Houae  from  the  President  on 
the  tenth  ultimo. 

Mr.  McKeg  moved  that  the  letter  be  refsriod 
««m  select  cominittec,  with  power  to  aeod  for  per- 
,  Mfts  asd  papera. 

TbtiviMtoB  prodaetd  a  dabate  of  eoaaidenUe 
•eopeand  duration.  Mr.  FoMYnnovcd  that 

letter  be  laid  on  the  table,  is  which  he  n 
eoppoFted  by  Meam.  Wmght,  Smith  of  Mary- 
laM,and  Albxaudbb;  and  opposed  bf  Messrs. 
UoKbb,  SHBmr,  Stahtovv,  Orobvbnob,  Pit- 
kin, and  HuLBBRT. 

The  debate  vas  eonfiaed  chiefly  to  the  charac- 
ter and  motiTes  of  Mr.  Simmons,  the  character 
of  Colonel  Thomas,  &c.  It  was  argued  in  favor 
of  laying  the  letter  on  the  table,  that  informa- 
tion OD  this  subject  bad  already  been  called  for 
from  the  proper  Department  by  a  resolution  of 
this  Hous^  which  was  hourly  expected,  and  then 
could  be  properly  aefed  on ;  that  the  letier  itself 


was  eotiehcd  in  iodeeeroes  and  tosoleBt  tenu^ 
and  was  not  entitled  to  any  rc^mt ;  that  it  -was 
improper  to  coaoteBanee  iadindvels  in  brinjtriBf 
their  private  quarrels  and  venting  their  epleea 
before  Congress ;  that  from  the  eharaoter  of  «ke 
writer  his  statement  ought  not  to  be  reeeived  as 
true  on  his  nogte  evidenee ;  and  the  reference  10  a 
committee  of  such  statements ao  introduoed  weald 
invite  a  repetition  of  such  oomnuinioatioii 
that  the  power  to  scad  for  persona  and  paprt* 
too  great  to  he  ligbtly  granted,  4Lt, 

la  favor  of  reucrtag  the  letter  to  a  select 
mittee,  for  the  purpoaeof  inquiry,  it  was  aigaed-^ 
that«v«ry  person  wJie  came  before  the  Hooaeoa 
a  ptiUtc  eoncera,  ms  encitled  to  a  hearioff }  ifaat 
an  inqairjr  at «  farmer  aessioohaddiaeloaed  lnad 
in  the  individual  aoeased  by  Mr.  SIfiiiDoiie,  sod 
gave  ot^r  to  the  charges  now  made  in  the  let- 
ter; that  everything  calculated  to  awaken  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  subject  so  important 
was  salutary  and  ought  to  be  listened  to ;  that 
the  letter  contained  nothing  offensive  to  decorum ; 
that  the  character  of  Mr.  Simmons  merited  no 
disrespect,  and  that  the  character  of  Colonel  Tho- 
mas himself  required  the  reference,  dtc. 

On  these  points  the  debate  was  very  diffusa; 
and  after  it  had  coatinued  about  two  hoars, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoKbe,  a  reaoiutjon  wiaa 
agreed  to,  creating  a  committee  of  dvc  ■wnaboia 
to  inquire  iato  the  state  of  the  accounts  rendered 
and  settled  by  James  Tboinas,  late  a  Depvtf^ 
(Quartermaster,  and  also  to  eiaraina  all  ae— nls 
cootieeted  tberewitb,  and  that  said  eoominee 
have  power  to  send  tor  persoas  and  papers. 

Mr.  MoKbb,  Mr.  Sbbitbt,  Mr.  Hall,  BIr. 
aoLD8B0R0uaH,and  Mr.  Savaoe,  were  appuioted 
the  said  committee. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Tbe  House  then  resumed  the  eoosideratioii  of 
the  Bank  bill 

The  House  successively  concurred  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
without  objecUoa,  until  it  reached  that  vrfiieh 
substituted  the  sum  of  fifteen  doUars  as  the  saa- 
ond  cash  inetaltneot  to  the  bank,  instead  ef  fi«e> 

Mr.  Calaodh  repeated  the  objections  isax.  he 
made  in  the  committee  to  this  ameodment,  aad 
moved  that  tbe  Hottse  disagree  thereto,  with  ihe 
view  hereafter  of  making  the  sam  tea  d^lan. 

AfiR  a  low  remarks  from  Mr.  Skith  of  Maiy- 
land,  in  juatifiealioa  of  the  ameadmeDt;  itww 
agreed  to  by  Che  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  u  that  ameadmett 
of  the  committee  mich  restrained  the  OovarB- 
ment  from  appointing  more  than  three  of  the 
directors  from  any  one  State. 

This  amendment  was  objected  to  in  a  fev 
words  by  Mr.  Telfair,  and  opposed  also  by  Hl 
Robertson  at  some  length,  who  wished  lh« 
clause  restored  to  its  original  state. 

After  a  few  reuuuks  from  Mr.  diftira  of  Ma> 
ryland,  in  favor  of  the  tmendsHmt,  it  wu  MM- 
ourred  in. 

The  next  nmeadment  coa»iderad,  wm  that 
whieh  added  the  weed  ''nattn**  ta.«  daosaaf 
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tbeUll^ADd  therein  exetaM  from  the  4iraeiioa 
utiiralaed  eiiiz«DB. 

Mr.  Calhodm  oppoacd  the  ftdoptioQ  of  this 
ameodmcnt,  od  the  grauad  formerly  stated ;  and 
Mr.  KkVPOLpa  again  advocated  jt  in  a  short 
ipeeeh;  whea 

The  decision  of  the  committee  was  rerersed, 
and  the  WMd  "  native"  rejected — ayes  44,  noes  67. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wsmtib,  the  bill  was  then 
so  ameoded,  after  a  short  diseussion,  in  which 
tSx.  Buvem  of  Maryland  opposed  the  raotiotti  as 
to  make  it  egually  compulsory  and  p«al  on  the 
bank  to  pay  its  depoaiies  In  sfMoie,  as  its  notes  or 
bills. 

When  the  B«Me  anired  al  the  amendment 
providing  Moetienafor  compelling  the  bank  to 
perform  its  eagagmneato— 

Mr.  WaioTT  made  a  motion  sdbstaniially  to 
strike  out  the  elanse  whioh  makes  the  charter 
forfeitable,  in  case  of  the  noQ-payment  of  specie, 
and  thereby  leave  only  the  penalty  of  paying  ten 
per  ceot.  00  their  notes  if  not  so  paid. 

A  debate  commenced  on  this  motion,  vhidi 
continued  ontil  near  5  o'clock,  withtmta  deeisioa, 
whan  the  House  adjourned. 


ToEBDAT,  March  12. 

Mr.  Cloptoh  presMited  a  petition  of  snodrjr  in- 
hsbitants  of  the  city  of  Richmood,  in  Virginia, 
pmving  that,  if  the  Naiifmal  Bank  shooU  be  es- 
.  lauasbe^  a  bmtch  tfaeceaf  aay  he  fixed  In  the 
said  eUy.— ^iaftd  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Lesrmaa,  ftam  the  Oonmittae  tff  Ways 
md  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  v^alaite  the  dnties 
•a  imports  and  tonni^  and  'to  provide  sniufale 
bnildiags  for  traasaetng  ttie  bnsioess  of  the  ens- 
toms;  w4iieh  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  upim  the  sobject  of  Rerenoe. 

Mr.  RosERTtONf  ftom  the  Committee  on  Fiib- 
Kc  Lands,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
"r^tiag  to  settlers  on  the  pablic  lands,  without 
ameDdmeat;"  and  the  bill  was  eommkled  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TA.Yt.oa,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  uvtractad 
to  inaaire  into  the  expedieoeyof  making  piovi- 
sion  by  lav  for  the  reaewaJ  of  ddaeed  iSttaury 
UNes. 

Oa  «otMn«f  B^.  GflBSMMt,  th«<l*mm4itM 
W  BtmioM  tmi  Raveluionary  Claims  wen  i»- 
atMMlfld  tatofrireimo  tke  propriety  of  aagowt-: 
tag  tlia  peastons  allowed  by  law  totbosp  psiTate! 
soHieis  srkw  have  soffered  ikc  amptHation  ^| 
eilher  of  their  arms  or  legs,  by  reason  of  wounds; 
Ntelred  i«  the  servioe  during  t6e  late  war. 

The  flpcaUB  lard  before  the  House  a  report 
ftom  the  Secretary  of  War,  io  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  21st  ulti;no,  re<! 
q>ectiog  the  senleineDtof  the  claims  of  several: 
04  the  States  to  reimbaFsement  of  moneys  ex*; 
ftpded  by  ihem  in  caHiog  out  and  supporting' 
nilitia  wtthoot  the  eaoetion  <^  the  Onersl  Gcv- 
•nment ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
t^tabta. 

Aa  aagrosstd  bid|  aniitlcd  "Ai  net  for  the  te-' 


H.  OP  R. 


lirf  of  John  T.  Wirt,**  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

A  messuefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  providing 
for  the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States also  a  bHl 
**  eoocerning  the  Library  of  Congress in  which 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrenee  of  this  House. 

IfATVmAL  BANK. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
being  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  National  Bank  bill.  The  motion  to  strike 
out  that  part  of  an  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee,  which  makes  the  charter  forfeitable 
for  non-payment  of  its  notes  in  specie,  being  still 
under  eonsideration — 

Mr.  Calboon  sunned  the  motion  to  amend 
the  amendment.  It  was  with  mneb  reluctance, 
Mr.  C.  said,  that  he  opposed  any  provision  which 
the  House  bad  deemed  necessary  to  perfect  the 
bill;  butio  the  present  instance  he  was  compelled 
to  make  an  otrjection.  The  fundamental  ebarae* 
ter  of  this  bank  was,  that  it  should  pay  its  notes 
in  gold  or  silver  coin,  and  a  sufficient  penalty  was 

firovided  to  effect  that  end.  It  is  a  good  rule  iu 
Bw,  said  Mr.  C,  that  where  you  attach  a  sepa- 
rate penalry  to  a  particular  violation  of  a  law, 
you  weaken  the  general  penalty;  and.  as  he 
thought  the  genenl  penalty  would  attach  io  the 
case  without  this  special  provision,  which  woold, 
therefore,  weaken  the  general  sanctions  of  the 
bill,  be  hoped  it  would  ot  stricken  ont. 

The  motion  to  amend  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to  without  a  dlvhion. 

Mr.  Raitbolph  then  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee,  by  making  the  in- 
terest demandable  on  the  notes  of  the  oank,  in 
case  of  refusal  to  pay  specie,  twenty  per  cent,  in- 
stead of  ten. 

Mr.  Caluoqii  repeated  the  reluctance  with 
which  be  {Ejected  to  any  motion  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  who  made  it,  would  im- 
prove the  but ;  hut  be  thought  that  even  the  pro- 
priety of  ten  per  cent,  contemplated  by  the  bill 
was  very  ^ueetionnble,  as  he  doubted  whether 
that  jffovision  might  not  produce  combinations 
against  the  bank,  which  were  so  anxiously  guard- 
ed Maiast.  Every  man  acqnaiated  with  the  sub- 
ject knows,  that  bo  bank  can  at  all  times  posses 
the  means  of  meetmga  genenl  run  upon  it;  and 
be  sabmttted  it  to  the  nouse,  whetner  such  a 
provision  as  was  aow  proposed  would  not  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  institution,  by  inviting  a  run  upon 
it,  and  thereby  prodoclng  a  suspension  of  pttf- 
ment.  He  admitted  that  it  was  all-important  to 
the  benefit  anticipated  from  the  bank,  that  it 
should  pay  its  notes,  at  all  times,  in  specie ;  and 
he  thought  that  end  already  secured  by  other 
sanctions  svfieientlv'  guarded.  This  bank,  sstd 
Mr.  C,  is  no  more  tban  a  part  of  the  commercial 
community  in  which  it  is  esubliihed,  and  any 
embarrassment  of  the  bank  must  press  also  on  the 
whole  commercial  community;  that  community 
would  he  the  first  to  give  way  tn  such  a  case,  and 
this  would  produce  a  run  on  the  bank,  and  com- 
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pet  the  stoppage  of  paymeot.  If  the  ameDdmcQt 
would  proouce  a  greater  certainty  of  specie  pajr- 
mentfl,  it  might  be  proper;  but  belieTiog  that  it 
mi{[ht  defeat  its  owo  object,  aud  produce  that 
which  it  was  iotcaded  to  gturd  ■gunst,  be 
thougbt  it  dangeroas. 

Mr.  WabDj  of  lilai>tchaaeU&  wu  in  favor  of 
the  amendmeiit.  Ht  thought  Hr.  Calhovn  bad 
orernled  the  mischiefs  which  might  possibly  en- 
sua  from  its  adoptioD.  Mr.  W.  believed  that  do 
persoD  would  resort  to  the  pefialty,  noless  where 
the  baok  might  exceed  a  temporary  refaaal  to 
pay  its  notes.  If  the  baok  declined  paymeot  for 
a  short  time  only,  there  was  no  persoa  who  would 
peremptorily  go  to  law  for  Ibe  ^oalty,  and  there 
was  DO  danger  of  the  combination  predicted.  It 
was  his  opinion  that  the  provision  woald  be  ben- 
eficial to  the  bank,  by  the  character  it  would  give 
it  as  a  specie  bank,  the  superior  coosequeoce 
which  it  would  of  course  possess  (hrousboul  the 
country,  and  the  great  buiioess  it  would  conse- 
qneatly  be  enabled  to  do. 

Mr.  HAHDOLPB  said,  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calbodn.) 
was  a  very  powerful  objection  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  but  none  against  the  amendment ;  it  was 
an  a^meot  which  he  had  been  keeping  in  re- 
serve for  another  stage  of  the  bill.  He  nad  no 
objection  to  uke  fifteen  per  cent,  as  the  penalty, 
but  he  preferred  twenty  for  another  reason.  The 
flagitious  conduct  of  the  banks  for  some  lime 
back,  had  proven  that  they  could  make  ten  per 
cent,  more  than  their  fair  profits;  and  his  object 
was  to  make  the  damages  surpass  any  profits  the 
bank  could  make  by  refusiog  to  pay  specie.  We 
ought,  he  said,  to  remember  certain  snrplosses 
which  the  banks  on  particular  occaaioos  distrib- 
uted, in  addition  to  the  declared  dividends,  and  it 
was  proper  in  this  case  to  guard  against  specula- 
tion of  this  kind.  All  banking  institoiioos  were 
alike  in  their  desire  to  amll  their  profits  to  the 
greatest  extent,  howaoever  correct  and  virtuous 
the  directors  might  be  in  their  private  characters ; 
and  he  would  guard  against  every  public  robber 
of  every  grade,  whether  he  be  a  Qovernor  Qeue- 
ral  of  India  or  a  Bsgsfaot  highwayman.  He  would 

fiut  it  out  of  the  power  of  this  hank  to  commit 
rauds  on  the  community,  without  ruta  to  itself. 
Let  the  penalty  be  ample,  said  Mr.  R. ;  make  the 
bank  a  good  one,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  their 
being  unable  always  to  pay  specie. 

The  questioD  oq  mating  the  penalty  twenty 
iiutead  often  per  cent,  was  then  n^ttved. 

The  House  then  proceeded  with  the  remaining 
amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
the  consideration  and  decision  on  which  htTiog 
been  completed — 

Mr.  Calboun  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  fix- 
ing the  amount  of  the  second  cash  payment  at 
$10  instead  of  95.  aa  it  stood  in  the  bUL  Thia  be- 
ing agreed  to,  and  some  other  minor  motions  be- 
ing disposed  of— 

Mr.  WsnoTER  moved  to  amnd  the  clause 
which  declares  that  the  hank  may  sue  aud  be 
SQed  '*ia  all  courts  whatsoever,"  by  deiignatiog 
the  State  courts. 
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Mr.  Hall  asked,  if  it  would  be  not  better,  be- 
fore this  motion  was  acted  on,  to  inquire  ■  littie 
whether  Congress  have  the  power  to  grant  juris- 
diction to  the  State  courts,  which,  in  some  eases, 
they  had  refused  to  exercise,  he  thought  properly, 
and  the  constitutionality  of  which  was  very 
doublfol. 

Mr.  Wbsbtbb  said,  the  question  was  mn  im- 
portant one ;  but  this  was  not  the  first  time  Con- 
gress  bad  legislated  on  it,  though  the  eoorts  of 
Virginia  had  resisted  their  jurisdietton.  With- 
out, however,  discussing  the  question  at  present, 
Mr.  W.  said,  the  bill  was  just  as  objectionable  as 
it  stood,  because  it  gave  the  bank  the  power  a 
appear  in  **  all  courts  whatsoever." 

After  some  further  discussion  between  Messrs. 
Calbodn,  Wright,  Wiloe,  and  GaosvBNOR,  on 
the  propriety  of  granting  jorisdiction  to  the  State 
courts  speciScaUy,  the  question  was  taken,  and 
the  amendment  adopted. 

Mr.  Root  then  renewed  the  motion  he  had  an- 
successfutly  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  reduce  the  rate  at  which  six  per  cent,  stock  is 
to  be  received  iu  subscriptions  to  the  bank  from 
par  to  ninety  per  cent.  Mr.  R.  repeated  briefly 
his  reasons  for  the  motion,  ahd  Mr.  Calbodm  his 
objections  10  it;  when,  aftw  some  remarks  ia 
support  of  it  by  Mr.  Rosa,  the  quesfioii  was 
taken,  and  decided  iu  the  ncgstive— yeas  34,  nays 
106,  as  follows: 

TsAs— Mesanb  Adgate.Bsker,  Bennett,  Betts,  Biid- 
sall,  Brooks,  Burnside,  Caldwell,  Cha:ppeU,  Clop  too, 
Comstock,  Crawford,  Cncbenm,  Darlington,  Dedu^ 
Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Lyle,  Mayrmnt,  Mo- 
Lean  of  Ohio,  Root,  Ross,  Savage,  Smith  of  Ytrgmis, 
Southard,  Stanford,  ThioM^  Townsaod,  WaUao^ 
Ward  of  New  York,  Whiteside,  and  WilliamB^ 

Mats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Athertsn,  BmVp  Bar- 
boar,  Basselt,  Bloon^  Boss,  Biadbmy,  BiMfcawndge, 
Cady,  Calbonn,  Cannon,  Cnisanpion,  CiQey,  Clazke  <rf 
NorUi  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clendennin,  Con- 
diet,  Conner,  Cooper,  Creighton,  Cnlpqm,  Cnthbert, 
Davenport,  Edwaras,  Forney,  Gastoo,  GbolaoD,  Gold, 
Goldsboroagh,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Har- 
din, Henderson,  Herbert,  HqpkiiwMi,  Htdbert,  Hon- 
geribrd,  Ingham,  Irving  of  new  York,  Jewett,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  Mas- 
saehusetts.  King  of  North  Oan^na,  Langdon,  Law, 
Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Marsh, 
Mason,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mi4- 
dleton,  Miluw,  Moore,  Moseley,  Mmfree,  Nmsod  of 
Massaehnsetts,  Newton,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Kckering, 
PSper,  Pitkin,  Reed,  Robertson,  Boggle^  Sergeant 
fibarpe,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  <tf  Maryland, 
Steami^  Strange  Sturges,  TVggart,  TaUmadga,  Tale, 
T^Ior  of  New  York,  Taybr  of  Sooth  CarduH^  Tal- 
ftir,  ThnBaSfVoso,  Ward  of  MsMschnsetts,  Webalw. 
Wandover,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  WiUe,  Wilkm,  Thomas 
WilsoD,  Williem  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright  Taa- 
c^,  and  Yates. 

Mr.'HAU.  then  moved  a  new  seelioa  to  the 
bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  applT  the  booos 
arising- to  the  Qovernment  from  tne  incorpora- 
tion at  the  bank  to  the  internal  improvement  o( 
the  country ;  and  to  avoid  any  contention  aboot 
the  part  of  the  coooiry  in  which  to  commence 
the  work,  Mr.  H.  said  he  wo«ld  laan  that  to  the 
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lecision  of  a  future  Cougress.  Tbe  boous,  be 
bought,  would  afford  from  year  to  year  as  mucb 
IS  could  be  easily  employed,  aod  by  tbe  end  of 
WfDiy  years,  when  the  charter  would  expire,  the 
Ijroeeeds  would  have  accomplished  every  object 
jf  improTement  which  would  be  proper  for  the 
Qeneral  Goveromeoi  to  attempt. 

Mr.  CALHOtm  declared  bis  amtrobatioo  of  the 
ibjeot,  but  feared  tbe  adoptioo  of  the  ameodmeat 
Bigbt  drive  off  some  who  would  otherwise  sap* 
port  the  bill.  Uofortuiiately  for  qs^  be  said, 
ihere  was  oot  a  unaoimoas  feeling  in  favor  of 
iaternal  improvement,  some  believing  this  not 
tbe  proper  time  to  comiqence  that  work}  and 
rach  a  provision  might  deprive  the  bill  of  some 
friends,  which  at  present  was  tbe  main  object  of 
hissoliciiode. 

Mr.  Hall  thought  ihts  the  most  proper  mo- 
■ent  for  commencing  the  great  work  of  internal 
improvement;  but  if  he  thought  his  amendment 
would  draw  off  any  support  from  the  bill,  he 
woold  not  urge  it.  He  believed,  however,  it 
would  produce  a  different  effect,  and  would  gain 
frieods  for  the  bill,  who  otherwise  would  not  vote 
for  it.  His  principal  reason  for  wishing  to  pro- 
vide for  bis  object  in  this  bill,  was  that  it  would 
then  be  sanctioned  bjr  a  charter,  and  not  revo- 
nble,  Ac 

Mr.  GnoavBMOS  had  no  oljeetion  to  the  ap- 

Elication  of  the  bonus  in  the  way  proposed,  but 
e  disapproved  of  providing  for  the  object  in  this 
bill.  Qovemment  mi^bt  hereafter  wish,  for  va- 
rious reasons,  to  get  rid  of  its  stock  in  the  bank, 
but  it  woold  be  precluded  from  doing  so,  if  this 
imendment  was  adopted.  There  was  no  good 
reason  for  attaching  it  to  ibis  bill,  because  if  a 
majority  of  the  House  were,  as  he  hoped  they 
Were,  friendly  to  internal  improvements,  they 
could  act  00  the  subject  separately. 

Mr.  Wriqbt  and  ftfr.  Wilob  successively 
offered  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Tbe  amendment  was  rejected  by  a.eonsider- 
ible  majority. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  proposed  to  amend  the  "bill  by 
nbsiitnting  "  New  York»  for "  Philadelphia,"  in 
the  clause  which  fiied  the  location  of  tne  nnk. 
It  was,  Mr.  C.  remarked,  unnecessary  to  say  any- 
thing  as  to  the  considerations  which  ought  to 

Bevail  in  fixing  a  bank  for  commercial  purposes, 
e  would  merely  remark^  that  in  addition  to  the 
tuperior  commerce  of  New  York,  tbe  bank  in 
ibat  city  would  serve  the  financial  purposes  of 
the  Groveroment,  as  well  as  it  could  at  Philadel- 
phia. In  the  latter  city  he  believed,  moreover, 
there  was  already  a  plenty  of  bank  capital. 

Mr.  Calboum  observed  that  this  was  a  ques- 
tion on  which,  be  presumed,  all  bad  made  up 
their  minds;  and  it  would  be  super&uous  to  say 
kitytbiog  on  it.  He  hoped,  however,  the  motion 
would  not  prevail.  Tbe  old  Bank  or  the  United 
States  was  established  at  Philadelphia,  and  be 
would  wefer  that  city  for  tbe  present  instituiton. 

Mr.  RoBiBTaoN  said  that  Mr.  Calhodh'b  rea- 
Ma  for  preferring  Philadelphia,  if  it  had  any 
Weight  at  all,  operated  against  himself;  for  the 
bank  having  been  fiztd  in  Philadelphia,  waa 
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an  argument  for  placing  this  bank  in  some  other 
city,  that  ibe  benefits  might  not  be  given  to  one 
place  alone;  besides,  if  the  bank  was  taken  from 
the  Seat  of  Government,  to  place  it  in  a  more 
commercial  situation,  it  ought  to  be  fixed  in  that 
city  which  was  most  commercial.  But  he  had 
another  objection  in  this  case  to  Philadelphia, 
and,  with  himj  the  strongest  one;  this  was,  the 
hostility  of  the  Representatives  of  that  city  to 
tbe  bank  itselC  He  woold  oot  consent  to  Impose  , 
upon  a  place  an  institution  which  wassoodwus 
to  them. 

Mr.  Wright  also  spoke  in  favor  of  tbe  motion, 
and  incidentally  urged  the  high  claims  of  Baltir 
more  and  of  Washington  city. 

Mr.  CoMBTOCK  argued  in  favor  of  New  York, 
as  possessing  superior  commercial  advantages, 
and  tbe  propriety  of  selecting  that  city  for  a  hank 
intended  to  aid  commercial  activity. 

Tbe  motion  to  strike  out  Philadelphia  and  in- 
sert New  York  was  then  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive :  For  the  motion  70,against  it  64. 

Mr.  Athbrton,  with  a  view  to  restrain  at- 
tempts to  speculate  in  the  stock  of  the  bank,  by 
persons  suoscribing  for  more  than  they  could 
pay  for,  and  selling  it  afterwards  at  an  advaneed 
price,  and  to  make  all  the  subscriptions  bona jStfe 
ones,  moved  sabetantially  to  amend  the  biU  by 
providing  that  in  apportioning  tbe  shares,  no  snb- 
scription  should  be  reduced  as  long  as  there  was 
on  the  list  a  larger  subscription. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, who  thought  the  provision  would  be  ina- 
fectoal  aod  was  nnneoessary,  tbe  amendment  was 
adopted — ayes  67,  noes  43.  * 

Mr.  Matbaht offered  a  new  section  to  the  bill, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  allow  the  five  directors 
appointed  by  tbe  Government  each  a  sakry  of 

 dollars,  aod  to  prevent  their  obtaining  any 

loan  or  accommodation  from  the  bank. 

In  support  of  his  proposition,  Mr.  M.  spoke  at 
some  length.  He  adverted  to  the  immense  funds 
of  the  GMvernment  which  would  pass  through 
this  bank,  amonnting  annaally  to  tbe  sum  of 
twenty-five  millions,  exclusive  of  tbe  stock  owned 
tha«in  by  the  Qoverameot.  We  were  entering 
into  partnership,  be  said,  with  persons  aoknown 
to  ns,  and  about  to  place  in  their  hands  the  im- 
mense rcTenoes  of  tbe  oounuy.  It  was  indispen- 
sable, therefore,  that  the  Government  should  not 
only  have  a  strong  infiueoce  in  the  bank,  but  its 
directors  ought  to  be  made  independent,  and,  as 
far  as  possible,  placed  beyond  the  temptation  of 
betraying  their  trusts ;  he  would  make  them  in- 
deed as  independent  as  the  judges.  Mr.  M.  quoted 
examples  from  many  countriesio  Europe  to  prove 
the  necessity  of  giving  the  Qovemment  greater 
influence  in  the  rank,  which,  in  none  of  the  in- 
stances he  cited,  had  ever  been  injurious  to  the 
prosperity  of  those  institutions. 

Mr.  Calhoom  replied  that  his  coUeagoe*s  ob- 
ject conld  not  be  effected  by  his  amendment; 
beeanse,  if  the  directors  were  precluded  from  bor- 
rowing from  the  bank,  dirceuy,  they  could  bor- 
row in  the  name  ana  through  tbe  medium  of 
some  friend.  Mr.  C.  remarked,  further,  that  the 


mSTORT  OF  OONOBESS. 

^  National  Bank. 


Digitized  by 


1207  HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS.  Il 

H.  OP  R.  Natumal  Bank.  Muck,  H 


salary  offered  must  be  rery  large  to  induce  a  com- 
mercial man  of  any  standing  to  forego  the  bene- 
fits of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Mayrant  thought  a  salary  of  three  thou- 
sand dollars  would  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to 
men  well  qualified  fur  the  direction,  to  relinquish 
the  privilege  of  borrowing  from  the  bank.  After 
some  farther  observations,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Cal- 

HOOH, 

Mr.  Mayrant's  motion  to  amend  the  bill  was 
negatived,  without  a  division. 

The  only  remaining  motion,  meriting  particu- 
lar Doiice,  was  by  Mr.  Athertoh,  woo  moved 
that  the  rate  at  which  the  3  per  cent,  stock  shall 
be  received  for  subscription,  shall  be  reduced 
from  65  to  50  per  cent. 

Some  debate  ensued  on  this  motion,  which 
had  not  concluded,  when  the  House  adjourned. 


WEDNESnAY,  March  13. 

Mr.  Chapfell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  Sarah  Easion  and  Dorothy 
Storer,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  C.  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy 
Storer;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Serqeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jodiciary,  reported  a  bill  further  to  extend  the 
jadieial  system  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "concerning  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "providing  for  the 
ptibiication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,"  was  read  twice,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "for  the  relief 
of  George  Rossier,  and  others,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

NATIONAL  BA2VK. 

The  House  look  aji  the  National  Bank  bill. 
Mr.  AthbbtoVs  mouon  to  make  the  rate  of  sub- 
seribiog  the  three  per  cent,  stock  "fifty**  iDstead 
of  "  aixty-five^"  per  cent,  being  still  under  con- 
sideration, ibis  motioo  was  negatived ;  and  Mr. 
A.  snbsequently  moved  to  receive  the  three  per 
eent.  at  **  sixty"  instead  of  "  sixty-five"  per  cent., 
whieb  was  also  negatived — 88  to  55. 

Mr.  CLENitBNNnf  moved  to  reeonatder  the  vote 
of  yesterday,  which  fixed  the  princfpat  bank  at 
the  city  of  New  York.  This  motion  produced  a 
debate  of  some  length  and  considerable  anima- 
tion. Messrs.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  and  Wbiobt 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  reconsideration,  and  ioci- 
mtaUy  urged  the  claims  of  Baltimore  to  the 
pOBSession  of  the  mother  bank.  Messrs.  Hopkin- 
8011,  ScROBART,  Calhooii,  Pioerrirg,  Ross,  and 
hrasAH,  Hkeirise  advocated  the  reconsideration, 
«ad  the  claims  of  Philadelphia ;  those  who  ajxdn 
tbe  recomideratfOB,  tad  of  eomae  in  nror 


of  New  York,  were  Messrs.  Cokdict,  Sornu 
Root,  Taylor,  of  NewYork,RoeBitT3oa,Gi 
venor,  Gold,  and  Hdlbert. 

The  question  was  Goally  decided  in  theifl 
alive — yeas  61,  nays  65,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Baer,  Baker,  Bubonr,  BsMeB,! 
man,  Blount,  Breckenridge,  Bunuide,  Cslboan,C 
pell,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Cooper,  Cm 
Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Dosha,  foanj,. 
BTth,  Oholson,  Goldsboroagh,  Ooodi^zi.  GriCn,  E 
Hale,  Hanson,  Hawes,  Herbert  ifmitiiw.  ffii 
Hungerford,  In^am,  Jewett,  Kerr  orViigiBia,! 
of  NorUi  Carolina,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lofl 
Ljle,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLoi 
Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleten,  MOncr,  lb 
N«lM>n  of  Va.,  Newton,  Pi^ens,  PictMrmg,  Pnfa 
Piper,  Randolph,  Ross,  Sergeant,  Shstipa^  Smti 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Tk,Sl 
ford,  Taggart,  Tate,  Tanl.  Taylor  of  asath  Gut 
Telfair.  Tucker,  Vose,  Wallace,  Whileaidi^  Wl 
Wilde,  Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wiboo,  Wesdo 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adgate,  Atharton,  Belts,  Birds 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Brown,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Caim 
Champion,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Claik  of  K 
tucky,  Ctopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Connei,  Crod 
ron,  Cutpeper,  Davenport,  Edwards,  Gaston,  Gi 
Grosvenor,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Headenoa,  Bolbi 
Irving  of  New  York,  JtdmsoBof  TufiBis,ffswi^  £«i 
don.  Law,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Mai^  Ifasaii,  lloe^ey ,  Mi 
free,  Nslson  of  Masflachusetti^Noyss,Omsby,  Pitt 
Reed,  Robertson,  Root,  Rnnllea,  Sange,  Benlhs 
SteaniB,  Strong,  Sturges,  TallBMdge,  Taytor  of  th 
York,  Thomas,  Throop.  TeWMSnil,  Waid  ef  IM 
cbosetis,  Ward  of  New  Yozk,  Wcndimr,  Whstli 
WUkin,  Williams,  WiUongh^,  aad  Talss. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  made  an  uosaecessfnl  motioo  < 
substitute  Baltimore.  And  the  House  then  stm 
out  "New  York,"  and  replaced  " Philadetpba 

Mr.  Root,  after  observing  that  the  State  i 
New  York  possessed  a  consideralde  portion  i 
United  States  three  per  cent,  stock,  and  wishii 
as  the  liegislature  of  that  State  was  wnriaK 
sion,  if  so  disposed,  to  subscribe  that  atoek  ia  tl 
bank,  moved  to  insert  the  word  States,"  a  il 
clause  permitting  companies  or  corporatioDs  I 
subscribe ;  which  motioo  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wrigbt  moved  to  restore  to  Coagressil 

flower  of  tncreasioff  the  capital  of  the  btni  i 
orty-five  millions-^the  elaase  wliieh  gnftltdi 
Congress  the  power  of  tnereasing  the  et|in>l' 
fifty  millions  was  stricken  out,  it  wilt  be  rot 
lected,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.J  Ut.  1 
supported  his  motion  with  a  Ttriety  of  renur 
on  the  impropriety  of  tying  op  the  hands  of  ll 
Government  for  twenty  y^ra,  madmoAibitl 
it  by  charter  from  legislating  RceoraiDff  to  i 
growth  of  our  population,  the  wants  of  the  cot 
try,  Sec.  He  concluded  by  requiring  the  yeas  u 
nays,  which  were  refused;  and  thea  hie  pto^ 
tion  to  amend  the  bill  w»s  rejected,  only  roe  i 
ten  rising  in  its  Ikvor. 

Some  other  motions,  not  requiritig  pirtieiilf 
mentlOQ,  being  disposed  of— 

Mr.  McLbait,  of  Kentocky,  rose  le  renew 
motion  which  he  had  made  wtthosi  nceess  I 
Committee  of  tfa«  Whole,  avd  wUeh  he  sbori 
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pt  again  offitf,  if  be  did  oot  conceive  that  his 
irmer  attempt  was  decided  under  aa  iacorreet 
lew  of  the  subject.  Mr.  McL.  tiien  mored  a 
buse  to  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  estaUiabmeot  of 
oraneh  of  the  bank  in  anjr  State,  unless  such 
noch  should  be  accepted  by  a  law  of  the  State. 
Ir.  McL.  supported  bis  proposiiioa  at  some 
pKth ;  showiog,  by  facts,  the  injury  vhich 
pght  result  to  some  States  extensively  ioter- 
ited  in  their  own  banks,  by  forcioe  a  branch  of 
W  National  Bank  upon  them.  This  was  the 
■se  in  Kentucky,  where  the  State  owoed  agreat 
ortion  of  the  stock  of  the  State  Bank,  which  was 
err  prospereiM)  ai>d  Its  8tD<^  v«f y  profitable ; 
uit  Mr.  MeL.  said,  be  wuDDwiUin^  to  pat  it  in 
bi  pomr  of  any  twenty'fira  men  to  impose  ufioD 
lat  SULte^  wkhout  iu.  eonaent,  an  institaiioo 
Aiefa  miglrt  be  aurmely  ptejodieial  to  its  io- 

'  Mr.  Caumhk  replied  briefly,  that  this  motion 
Ipeared  to  iovolre,  an  inquiry  into  the  Consti- 
stiooal  power  of  Congress  to  establish  banks  in 
he  States.  This  was  a  question  which  he  had 
rithed  to  avoid  on  the  present  occasion,  and  he 
hculd  declina  saytagaay  thing  on  it.  Whca  th*. 
Noeasity  aiose  for  disousaing  the  qoailioB,  he 
Aould  be  prepared  to  meet  it. 

Mfi  fi^LBAn^a-noUon  was  negatived. 

Fiwittheitproposcd^^to  amend  th»  bill,  by 
ftiking  ottt  enliialf  tlie  pravisioo  which  gives 
At-PiinidaDt  and  Senste  the  power  of  appoiatng 
in  of  tbe  direetoi^  aad  thereby  leaving  the 
riMe  direotton  to  be  chosen  by  the  corporation. 

Mr.  P.  went  into  a  general  iuvestigation  of  this 
Mesiioa,  the  argnnaenis  on  which  were  so  flilly 
rren  when  before  the  Committee.  In  support 
K  his  motion  he  said,  that,  with  kII  the  iDter«st 
^the  Qovfrnment  in.  tbe  old  Bank  of  the  United 
ptates,  it  appointed  none  of  the  directora,  yeithace 
Vas.  ne  coniplaint  ever  heard  of  the  public  c«n- 
ceras  being,  misouDagfid  bji  that  b«uk<  it  there 
1|asnj»  neeesaiiy  for  emnsiDg  tW  pMter  in  tJiat 
llnlfKhe  argued  the^e- was  oooe  font  in  thftpm- 
Bt  one.  Neither  the  safekeeping  of  as^depoaitea, 

Eih»  oan  of  iU'intsreat  io^  chebaakt  requii«d 
€kiivernn«ic  to  poaeess  ib«i  pewrs  beawse- 
dure  would  Deaasuiily^alwayB  be  a  close  oea- 
sniw  betwaea  tha  banJr  ami  the  QiOTenHiient, 
PTodooed  bf  the  «tmig«s(  of  laettvet— intereat. 
D  the- power,  then,  wa«  notnecesaar^  fbr  any  use- 
m  purpose,  he-mnldnot  wittingly  risk  any  dan- 
SR  iVom  the  pesBiUUty  of  the  power  being  ood- 
Tcrted  into  an  engine  of  oppression  in  the  bands 
of  the  Qovernmeiik-  Ub.argaed^  iJuit  it  was  prob- 
tUie  but  fiew  direelovs  would  b«>  appointed  iu 
fiiiladelpfaja  by  the  stoekhotders ;  thu  sevaa  be- 
ing sufficient  to  do  basiaess,  and  the  Qovernment 
lirecton  being  always  on  the  spet,  they  might 
IiaQueDlty  constitute  a  majority  of  the  boatd,  and 
la  able  to  wield  the  bank  as  they  pleased.  No 
*U),  he  waa  coi^deni,  would  embaik  his  money 
ill  t  banking  coMero  when  one  of  the  partaers 
M  the  absolute  appointmem  of  oDe^fth  of  the 
dircetoca.  Mr.  P.  cenetuded  by  declaring  that,  if 
^  eceviaioa  olyeeted  to  waeaotatfickeD  ooi,  he 
•banM  t>%cop)f«IM  to  veie<  afiipat  thai  UU. 


Mr.  CuHoen  loae^  not  to  argue  tbe  modaa^ 
because  it  had  been  fuU^  discussed  in  Commit* 
tee,  but  only  to  express  his  regret  at  the  detemi- 
nation  declared  by  Mr.  PtTUN.  He  was  awace 
that  great  difi^renee  of  opinion  existed  on.  this 
8ubi<ct,  and  ibu  great  difficulties  must  be  ea> 
couttlered  in  maturing  iu  details ;  bat  be  bad  be- 
gan to  hope, fsom  the  coneessions  wlneh  had  becft 
made,  that  geotlemen  would  reeoeoile  their  ve- 
rioos  viewsj  aad  that  ihe  bill  would  sorrive  tire 
aooflictiag  opinion  ueder  which  it  starteif.  U 
therefore,  he  regretted  to  hear  Mr.  Pitxiv 
decure  the  direetion  a  ame  qua  non  with  him.. 

After  a  few  words  by  Mr.  Pixiciii,  slating  tbax 
be  bad  invariably  declared  in  conversation  that 
this  feature  waa  with  him  a.  nne  qua  nonj  the 
qnestionwia  decided  in  the  ncgfUive— yeu  54} 
naye  91,  aa  follows : 

YxAs— Meam.  AJhwlH^  Biai.  Bm^  Bndbuq^ 
Bferitaeridg^  Brown,  Oadj^  Champion,  GbjtoD, 
CoefMSk  Cnlpafeb  Daneeport,  Oastoa,  GflU.  QaUfr 
bMoagh,  OrosTHMn.  Hsle»  Hnaoa,  Ibifaert,  ffinafcan- 
sQBti  Huge^  ]&ilb«t,  Jewett.  K*ntt  LaavduDt  Jutm^ 
I^ewisi  Iiovattt  l<r<«>  Manh»JiMo»,.McKsa.  Mibw% 
UomU^,  Ifelsqftof  MaMasfaasMU,  Noyas,.Piokflniw^ 
l^itkw.  BandoUh  Hoad.  BmfK  Siulh  of 

PeaMt«Hia»  Qtanbitd.  Steamy  fltaong,  8targa«  Tar 
BUt^attmwlsN  Tata,  Teaa^  Waid  ofi  MaMofametk^ 
WhaaM«t,a«4ViIeHb 

Haas.  MaiBiai  iU^at^  Akaante,  Baker,  Bar- 
boar,  BiSBiH,  Batamw,  Betts^  Bivdsttt,  Mount,  Bl^ 
nde»  CddweD,  Cslhoun,  Cannon,  Cbappell,  Cla^  of 
North  Caroliaa,  Clark  of  Keotoeky,  Ckadeiwin.  Cifip- 
ton,  Conutock,  Condiot,  Conaar,  Crawjford,  Crai^kton, 
Grochezon.  Culhbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Edwards, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Choleen,  Goodwyo.  Griffin,  Hsbn, 
Hstl,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Hawes,  HendeisMi,  Hun- 
gerford,  Ingham*  Irving  of  New  York,  Jackson,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Love,  Lowndes, 
LumfAin,  Lyie,  Msday,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  (Aie,  Middletoo,  Mome, 
Mnrfiee,  Newton.  Orroairr,  Pickens,  PinknOT,  Piper, 
Robertson,  Root,  Savage,  Wiarpe,  Smith  of  Hsiyland, 
teith  oi  Tfaginia,  Seudnrd,  Tanl,  Tl^lov  of  New 
Yoih,  l^ybe  of  South  Cazehn,  Talftir.  Tbemaai 
Thnop.lWaeBd,  Tucker,  WaBaae,  Ward  of  liiw 
Yerk,  Waid  eC  New  Jeiaef»  We^er.  WhMMn 
WUdek  WUkiM  WiHtMB%  WUp««hb3^nelaaa.Wft. 
sea,  William  Wilaaai  Woodwai^  Wngh^Tawar, 
and  Tales. 

Mr.  Pmiif  than  made  a  tnotiea  to  rcrfnee  th* 
capital  of  the  bank  fren  thirty-five  to  tweair 
mmiona-ofdolUrs. 

This  motion  was  decided,  withettt  debatev  uft 
tbe  negative. 

Mr.  GoLDaaOBQUGHi  after  a  fiiw  veinaehs, 
moved  an.  amendment  le  provide  that  if  the 
Qoveremeai  KfaouU  at  any  time  seller  reliequieb 
its  slock  in  the  bank,  it  should  then  ceaoe  to  bane* 
the  appoiatment  of  any  pact  of  the- directors; 
which  motiea  waa  also  oegaiived. 

After  rejeetieg  various  other  propootuoos  la 
aaaend  the  bill,  amoog  which  was  the  metion^ef 
Mr.  WnansB  to  increase  the  value  of  the  shaaea 
to  four  hundred  dollars,  and  diminish  the  uMt- 
bar  to  SSJfiOQ,  the  qiwst«  «  t«k«non  onbn- 
inf  tha  Wl  to  he  eogrflm^      kU  m  tfaM 
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time,  aod  decided  in  the  afllnaatiTa — yeu  88, 
uyi  61,  as  follows : 

Ymi» — Mewn.  Adgite,  Alexander,  Atbertoa,  Baer, 
Bitaman,  BatU,  Bom,  Bradbarf,  Brown,  CkUiinin, 
Cumon,  Chanpioii,  Cbappell,  CiDej,  Clufce  of  North 
Carolina,  Claik  of  KeDtneky,  Clendeonin,  Comatock, 
Ooadict,  Connor,  Croighton,  Crocharon,  Catfabert, 
Edward  ttangy,  Fonyth,  Gbolaom,  Giocvanor, 
Bawaa,  HandaiaDB,  Hagar,  Halbait»Hnog«fad,  Ie^ 
hsB,  Irviu  of  New  TMfc*  Jaeluoii*  Jewatt,  Kerr  «F 
Virgiaiat  King  of  North  Carolina*  Langdon,  Lore, 
Lowndeo,  Lgmpkin,  MmeUj,  Muon,  McCoy,  McKoe, 
Middleton,  Moore,  Moeeley,  Mnrfree,  Nelaon  of  Mac- 
aachoaeiu,  Nojes,  Ptckeoa,  Pinkney,  Pipart  Robertaon, 
Sharpe,  Smith  of  Mi^Uad,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Sooth- 
ard,  Storgea,  Taol,  Tajlor  of  New  York,  Tajlor  of 
SoDtli  Carolina,  Tel&ir,  Thomaa,  Throop,  Townaand, 
Tndcar,  Ward  of  New  Janar,  Wandovar,  WheatoD, 
Wttda.  WilUn%  WUKama,  WiUoagfabr,  William  WU- 
aen.  Woodward,  Wright,  Vancey,  and  Yatea. 

NiTa — Meaara.  Baker,  Barboor,  Baaaett,  Bloant, 
Breokenrtdge,  Bomiide,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Clajton, 
Ck^MOB,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Culpepar,  Darlington, 
Davenpart,  Deaha,  Oaaton,  Gold,  Goldaboroagh,  Good* 
wyn,  Hafaii,  Hak^  Hall,  Haoaoo,  Hardin,  Herbert, 
Hopkinaon,  Jobnaon  of  Virginia,  Kant,  Law,  I<awia, 
Levatt,  Lyla,  LjMf  MuA,  Mayiant,  McLean  of 
KantoAy,  McLean  of  Oliio,  Milaor,  Newton,  Orma- 

Sr,  Pi^ering,  Pitkin,  Randdph,  Reed,  Root,  Roaa, 
aggies  Sergeant,  SaTage,  Smith  of  Pennajrlvania, 
Stanford,  Staarw,  Strang,  TaUmadga,  Voae,  Wallaoa, 
Ward  of  MwaMhnaetta,  Webiter,  Whtteaida,  and 
WOou. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  two  Hes- 
Mges  from  the  President  of  the  United  Slates, 
one  enclonng  the  documents  respecting  the  pub- 
lic accounts  of  Colonel  Jamn  Thomas,  called 
for  by  the  House;  and  the  other  a  report  reapect- 
ioff  the  Cumberland  road ;  which  being  seTcralljr 
referred,  the  House  a^jonrned. 

TacRSDAT,  March  14. 

Mr.  McLbah,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  resolution 
of  the  Oeneral  Assembler  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
reqaestiog  that  measures  maf  be  taken  for  defi- 
ning the  legal  exposition  of  the  conflicting  claims 
to  an  exclnaire  use  of  the  late  improvemeDta  on 
ateamboat  narigatioD,  and  whether  recent  im- 
proTements  made  to  a  diseorerr  that  baa  long 
been  in  uae  can  entitle  the  diseoTcrer  to  the  ben- 
efit of  a  patent  agreenUy  to  the  Conatituiion  of 
the  United  8  utes.— Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Crsiobton,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pobltc  Laads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Crawford  aod  Frederick  Bates ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sbboeaht,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reiwrted  a  bill  for  altering  the  times  of 
holding  the  circuit  aod  district  courts  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Vermont ;  which  waa  r<»d  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  AbBDLnoir,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
nl  Abira,  reported  the  bill  from  theSenftte  "in 
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addition  to  an  act  in  relation  to  the  navy  pensioi 
fuud,"  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  wit 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
'  The  Spbakbr  Jaid  before  the  House  •  8appl^ 
mental  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  rni- 
lion  to  invalid  peosionsj  which  was  refencdts 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rerolutionaiy 
Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
Qeorge  RoHsier,  and  others,"  was  read  twiee, 
aod  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Wnfa  mai 
Means. 

MONUMENT  TO  WA8HINOTON. 
Mr.  HtroBR,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  16th  ultimo,  respecting  the  remunsof 
the  late  Oeneral  Gbobgb  WASBiNoroir^  made  i 
report  containing  joint  residotioDs  proTiding  fot 
the  erection  of  a  monument  to  commemorati 
the  virtues  of  Qbobob  WASBtiraToir ;  wbick 
were  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Saturday  next  The  report  b 
as  follows : 

That  they  have  caiefullj  and  attentiTdy  exanuoad 
into  the  aidtject  raCKvad  to  them,  and  eabmit  to  the 
conaidafatiOB  of  tbairiaapactha  Honssa  the  S41owiag 
reaotatioBS.* 

Stuohedtby  the  SmoU  md  Hotm  ^reaenio- 
inaofthe  VniUd  Staltajtf  Jmtriea  m  Cm^im 
aneimbkd.  That,  in  pnisBaaee  of  the  reaolotion  tt 
Congreaa  of  the  34th  of  Deoember,  17M,  a  mmrbb 
monument  be  erected  by  the  llnited  Blatea  to  oam- 
memorate  the  military,  political,  and  pmate  viitnaa  <f 
Gaonea  WAsaiaoTOir. 

That  the  receptacle  for  his  remaina  ba  pc^paiad  ta 
the  foundation  of  the  Capitol,  and  that  the  mnnnmant 
be  placed  over  the  same,  and  in  the  caatra  of  the  great 
haU  of  the  Ca^tol. 

That,  on  the  four  Hdes  of  the  moniuneut,  he  bt 
repreaented — 

Aa  the  defender  of  his  country  against  the  Freack 
and  Indiana  in  the  war  before  the  Berolntkm. 

Aa  the  protector  ot  her  ri^ta  agaiaat  BriliBhi  in«a> 
sion,  and  the  Captain  of  her  Armfas  in  warsf 
independence. 

Aa  the  flfat  Preodent  of  the  United  States  wiaa^ 
adminwtariag  the  paUie  afiiia  daiiof  eight  yean  of 
paaas,  other  nationa  being  engaged  in  war. 

As  a  ivivate  dtiaen  voluntarily  retired  from  paMie 
ofliei^  and  engaged  in  the  emfdeymenta  of  agrieolMue. 

And  be  U  J^tker  reeobed.  That  the  Praaideat  of 
the  United  Statao  b^  aod  ia  herabx,  aothoriaad  ts 
talu  meaaures  to  carry  ^  foraging  reaolntioB  iais 
execution. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  snbaeribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Was  read  a  third  time  i 
and  the  question  stated  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 

Mr.  Wbbbtbr  rose  to  oppose  it,  declaring  that 
be  had  long  held,  and  still  continued  to  hold,  the 
opinion  that  a  bank  formed  apoa  proper  pnoci- 
ples  woold  be  good  for  the  couoiry,  and  as  a  proof 
of  his  sincerity,  he  expressed  his  wish  that  the 
House,  by  agreeing  to  strike  out  the  objectionable 
part  of  the  bill,  would  Justify  htm  in  agreeing  to 
the  present  one.  He  said,  he  bad  two  ol^ecUons 
to  the  biU,  the  fiiat,  clw  naaeeeBauy  magnttade 
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o{ the  eaptul ;  the  other,  the  retting  Gorerament 
with  the  appointment  of  five  of  the  di  recion.  Of 
the  first,  he  said,  that  it  was  unprecedented  ;  socb 
a  capital  had  never  in  any  country  been  gtren  to 
any  bank,  and  he  considered  that  alone  as  suffi- 
cient cause  for  rejecting  the  bill,  unless  its  advo- 
cates could  demonstrate  that  it  was  necessary. 
Besides,  the  object  of  the  bill  being  to  restore  the 
currency  of  the  country  to  «  proper  eoDdilion,  the 
remedy  necessary  was  not  one  to  work  &r  hence  i 
it  muat  tw  speedy,  for  which  this  capital  would 
not  answer,  as  it  was  to  come  in,  only  in  rever- 
sion; it  was  unalienable,  either  this  year  or  in 
the  next:  and  he  challenged  gentlemen  to  show 
that  the  magnitude  of  the  capital  bad  any  neces- 
sary connexion  with  the  great  objeet  of  the  bill. 
Besides,  he  cooteaded  that  great  danser  was  to 
be  apprehended  froma  large  capital.  He  remind- 
ed the  House  fbat  ibe  very  gentlemen  who  were 
the  advocates  of  tbls  capital,  were  the  same  who 
opposed  the  old  United  States  Bank,  upon  the 

S rounds  that  it  would  introduce  jgrreat  foreign  in- 
oenee;  and  iasisted  that  Jay's  Treaty  was  car- 
ried by  it.  Yet  the  capital  of  that  bank  was  ten 
millions  only — bow  then  could  they  now  insist 
upon  a  capital  of  thirty-five  miltioos?  If  then 
there  was  dan^  in  on^  there  was,  of  course, 
great  danger  in  the  other.'  The  wont  feature  in 
thb  capital  he  considered  to  be  its  eonoexion  with 
the  innocnea  given  to  Government  over  the  di- 
rection of  ibe  bank }  and  to  throw  a  light  upon 
bis  intention,  he  said,  that  if  any  means  could  be 
adopted  to  take  security  against  that  uodae  in- 
fluence, he  would  even  now  vote  for  the  bill. 
Thatf  to  be  useful,  a  bank  must  be  independent 
of  Government,  had  long  been  a  maxim — In  our 
own  country  ihat  maxim  was  first  established 
by  the  report  of  Hamilton,  and  was  ratified  by 
Washington,  and  the  existence  and  conduct  of 
Ibe  United  States  Bank  for  twenty-five  years 
confirmed  and  proved  the  correctness  of  (be  opin- 
ion. What,  he  asked,  could  be  the  object  of  the 
provision  1  Gentlemen  said  it  was  not  to  control 
the  bank— and  in  saying  so,  he  contended  that 
they  gave  up  the  argument ;  for,  as  to  all  neces- 
sary kaowledge  the  transactions  of  the  bank 
that  was  anffieieatly  provided  for  by  another  pro- 
vision of  the  bill  But  if  not  for  the  purpose  of 
exercising  an  undue  influence  in  Qoverameot 
over  the  directors,  he  asked,  what  could  tbey 
want  it  for.  Mr.  W.spoke  at  considerable  length. 

Mr.  GBoavBKOR  sof^rted  the  bill,  and  insisted 
that  the  power  of  appointing  directors  could 
not  give  to  Government  the  influence  which  Mr. 
Wbbstbr  apprehended.  Whatever  influence 
those  directors  created  could  only  be  exercised  by 
being  backed  with  the  deposites  of  Government- 
take  away  those  deposites  and  the  directors  were 
nothing— for  they  had  no  control  but  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  deposites.  As  to  the  amount  of 
capital  he  never  thought  it  an  objection  ;  for,  in 
order  to  encounter  the  obnoxious  banks,  it  would 
be  necessary  for  the  National  Bank  to  have  a 
proud  and  commanding  capital;  and  if  it  were 
trae,  as  Mr.  Wnrns  lumaelf  had  mid,  that  more 
of  aetin  eapltal  than  wma  miUiou  could  not  be 
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brought  into  use,  the  rest  wonld  be  inoperative 
and  narmless.   XS'or  his  own  part  Mr.  O.  should 
not  be  arraid  of  a  capiml  of  a  hundred  millions} 
for  he  should  deprecate  as  much  as  Mr.  Waa- 
STEB  a  real  Government  bank,  Ijecanse  it  would 
not  answer  the  object  for  which  this  was  intend- 
ed— for  which  purpose  it  ,  muat  be  entirely  inde- 
pendent; and  he  endeavored  to  prove,  by  the 
state  of  the  New  York  banks,  that  the  Govern- 
ment havinga  share  in  the  direction  was  perfectly 
ionocoons. 
Mr.  HvLBiRT  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill 
Mr.  Cadt  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker:  It  has  been  said,  that  the  greatest 
evil  with  which  our  country  is  now  afflicted, 
arises  from  the  conduct  of  the  State  banks  in  re- 
fusing to  pay  their  debts;  and  that  the  hope  of 
gain  will  deter  them  for  ever  resuming  a  correct 
course  of  conduct,  unless  the  Government  shall 
compel  them  to  redeem  their  bills  in  specie. 
A'bd  sir,  the  friends  of  the  bill  upon  your  table 
insist  that  it  will  forntsh  a  remedy  for  the  evil 
which  threatens  ruin  to  our  country;  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  that  bill  should  become 
a  law  in  order  to  enable  the  Government  to  coerce 
the  State  banks  to  alter  their  conduct.  But,  sir, 
what  seeurity  have  we  that  this  great  National 
Bank  with  a  capital  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars will  if  incorporated,  be  an  engine  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  by  which  the  State 
banks  can  be  chastised  for  their  past  transgres- 
sloas,  and  hereafter  be  constrained  to  porsnea 
different  course?   What  security  have  we  that 
the  Nstiooal  Bank  will  not  pursue  the  same  con- 
duct of  which  we  complain  in  the  State  banks? 
It  has  been  truly  ssid,  that  they  are  governed  by 
motives  of  interest,  and  will  never  voluntarilr 
redeem  their  bills.    Will  not  the  National  Bank 
be  governed  by  the  same  motives;  will  it  not  pur- 
sue that  course  which  promises  the  greatest 
profit?  Can  you  hope  sir,  that  the  magnitude  of  its 
capital  will  make  it  honest?  It  would  be  as  rea- 
sonable to  calculate  that  the  ferocity  of  a  lidn 
would  be  decreased  aa  his  size  was  increased. 
What,  sir,  are  the  provisions  incorporated  in  that 
bill,  by  which  the  instinct  of  the  National  Bank 
is  to  be  controlled  and  the  bank  compelled  to  pay 
its  notes  ?  There  is  but  one  single  provlnoa 
calculated  to  have  that  effect,  but  what  may  be 
found  in  the  charter  of  everf  tmok  in  the  Union; 
and  that  provision,  considering  the  city  in  which 
the  bank  is  to  be  placed,  furnishes  no  security 
(hat  the  Natioaal  Bank  will  be  more  punctual  in 
paying  its  debts  than  the  State  banks.   The  pro- 
vision to  which  I  allude  is  this,  tbst  the  bsok  is 
made  liable  to  pay  an  interest  of  twelve  per  cent, 
per  annum  on  such  of  its  bills  as  shsll  be  pre- 
sented for  payment,  and  payment  be  refused. 
What,  sir,  would  be  thought  of  this  provision, 
had  it  also  prorided  that  any  person  who  should 
prosecute  the  bank  should  pay  his  own  costs, 
which  will  amoant  to  more  than  the  interest  of 
twelve  percent.?  Sir,  the  provision  vonld  be 
considered  useless,  it  would  be  deemed  a  raookerjr. 
Yet  sneh  is  the  provision  in  *tt<eet ;  because  thif 
bank  can  only  be  sued  ia  the  State  of  Pennty  1- 
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TUlia,  where  tbe  plaintiff  mutt  pav  all,  or  nearly 
atl)  his  own  eosu.  Had  tb«  bank  ceeo  placfid  in 
New  York,  where  defeadenu  are  obli^d  to  pay 
the  oosta  of  compelliog  them  to  do  justice,  the 
amount  of  neb  coals,  and  the  twdve-  per  ceou 
interest,  would  have  some  inflaence  in  indoeiag 
the  bank  to  pay  its  debts.  But  being  placed  io 
Phiiadelpi^ia  ihe  bank  will  feel  protected  against 
its  creditors ;  it  will  know  that  no  one  of  its  cred- 
itors, for  any  ordiaarv  sum,  can  prosecute  with- 
out submitting  to  a  loss.  Sir,  the  bills  of  this 
bank  are  to  m  circulated  in  every  |tart  of  the 
United  States,  and  no  person  who  resides  oat  of 
the  Stateof  PcnDsylrania  would  tfa  ink  of  prosecut- 
ing tbe  bank,  while  he  could  dispose  of  its  bilk  fer 
any  reasonable  discount*  We  hare  then  bo  m< 
ourity  that  the  National  Bank,  if  incorporated, 
will  pay  its  notes,  but  the  probability  is,  that  it 
will  at  once  adopt  tbe  practice  of  tbe  State  banks, 
and  tbiu  ren^r  the  erila  of  wbieh  we  eomplain 
almoat  inearable. 

.  The  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaaory  iu  hia  annual 
report  to  us,  expressly  states  in  reUtioa  to  a  na- 
tional  currency,  asfollfrws;  "It  is  nererthcless 
'  with  tbe  Slate  bank*  that  tbe  measure  for  res«or> 
'  ing  tbe  national  currency,  of  gold  aad  silver, 
'  must  originate;  for,  uotil  their  issnes  of  paper 
'  be  reduced^ibeir  specie  capitals  be  reiastateo.and 
''their  specie  operations  be  comoMnoed,  there  will 
'  be  neither  rooin,.nor  employment,  nor  safety  for 
*  the  introduction  of  the  precious  metals." 

It  is  then  tbe  avowed  and  deliberaie  opinion  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  controls  tbe 
financial  coaecros  of  ibis  country,  that  this  Na- 
tional Bank  cannot  go  into  operation  and  circu- 
lait  tbe  precious  metals  with  safety,  lill  the  State 
baaks  resume  specie  payments..  And  yet  gentle* 
men  on'  this  fl^or  tell  us  thai  this  National  Bank 
can  and  mutt  go  into  operation  in  order  to  com- 
pel the  State  banks  to  pay  specie.  Hew  eaa  the 
opinion  of  the  learned  Secretary  and  the  deolan* 
tions  of  thesa  honorable  gentlemen  be  reooneibd? 
His  opinion. is,  that  the  diseased  staAe  of  tbe  na- 
tional currency  mvat be  cured  beforeihi  National 
Bank  can  safely  go  into  operation.  They  insist 
that  it  mustgointa  oration  ia  order  to  produce 
tbaicure.  How,  sir,  is  this  Natioanl  Baw either 
tj^  flhtter  or  compel  the  State  banka  to  pay  spe- 
cie 1  To  be  of  any  seevice  in  this  sieai  work  o£ 
reformation,  it  must,  contrary  to  too  opinion  of 
tfte  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  go  into  operation 
loneooded  by  banks  which  do  not  and  will  net 
pav'speaie.  It  must  be  able  to  issue  its  bills  and 
redeem  tbem  with  specie.  But,  sir,  from  whence 
ia  this  National  Bank  to  obtain  its  specie  capital 
ofiseven  milliaaeof  doHartl  We  hare  been  told 
that-'  in  June  laat  all  tbe  banks  in  the  United 
Bniea  had  bat  fifteen  miltions  of  dtdlvs  in  apedc. 
Fiwn.whene^  I  again  ask,  is  the  Natioaal  Bank 
lofetilatpecieoapital?  Can  it  draw  that  cap- 
itaffron  South  America  or  from  Europe?  No, 
aw;  Its  specie  capital  must  be  draws  from  the 
vauUaof  the  existing  banb^  or  from  the  pockets 
of  its  individuals.  If  tbe  vaults  of  the  State 
banks  are  to  be  dnuned  to  supply  the  National 
Bank  with  ita  apaeie  c^lalt  how  ia  thai  nm- 
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sore  to  enable  thsm  to  redeem  their  biUs  la  ape- 
cie?  If  tbe  patient  be  debilitated  and  bM  to 
fainting,  would  yos  not  aa^pect  the  aanity  of  tbe 
physician  who  iboald  inaitt  that  more  Ueednig 
was  necessary,  and  ^vaa  the  only  meant  of  fe- 
storiiw  to  the  patient  a  fiiU  ptilse  and  strtBgth  ? 
Sir,  tbedirectonof  the  Sute  banks  have  wisdom 
enough  to  perceive  that  (his  great  national  eogiai, 
created  to  chastise  them,  ww  not  soon  be  abM  to 
iafltol  a  faktw,  unless  tbey  iai^art  to  it  strength 
by  giving  it  thwr  specie.  Pass  the  bill,  tMi, 
upon  your  table,  and  you  farnish  the  State  bai^ 
with  an  apology  for  keeping  tbcir  vanltariiU, 
to  prevent  tlwir  specie  from  giviog  strength  to 
the  National  Bank.  There  is,  thesmti^  no  bop* 
that  the  bauke  which  have  hithevto  refnsed  to 
pay  specie  will  soon  resume  sneh  payments. 
No ;  aelf-tNreeervation  will  dictate  to  them  a  dif- 
ferent course.  Bat,  sir,  there  are  other  grounds 
on  which  lohjceitatbe  bill  under  emaiilmtion. 
This  bill  givet  to  tbe  National  Bank  a  power  to 
estidiJiish  hranehet,  without  limit  aa  to  nnaabar, 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States*  This  ai^aws: 
to  me  an  unnecessary  and  dangerous  power.  If 
we  at  first  give  to  this  bank  tbe  power  to  eatab- 
Hsh  one  branch  ia  eadi  State,  u  is  oumgh  to 
aoswH  all  tbe  purposes  of  Govcmment  in  the 
collection  aad  distribution  of  its  rerenae.  If  ex- 
perience shall  show  that  the  interests  of  tbe  coon* 
try  require  that  this  bank  should  have  tlw  ^wer 
to  establish  more  than  one  bnnch  in  any  one 
State,  Congress  can  hereafter  grmt  lo  banks  that 
power;  but  to  grant  lo  the  bank  at  ibi»cime  tbe 
power  to  estaluisb  as  many  branches  as  its  in- 
terests may  within  twenty  years  dicute,  is  ex< 
tremely  unwise.  No  man  can  foresee  the  changes  ' 
which  may  take  place,  and  the  inqpmameni* 
which  taay  b«  made  in  this  ooantry  in  the  next 
twenty  yews^  Sbonld  this  bank  ever  sell  the 
Govern  ment  stock,  which  nt  first  it  u  fenn  tbreei* 
fourtba  of  its  eapttal^  to  as  to  have  in  ilemnlts 
a  specie  capital  of  thurty-ftve  millions  o{  doUai*t 
it  will  then  be  able  to  eontto)  all  the  metered 
operations  in  this  eosatcy;  iu  iatereau  aadiu 
avarice  will  dictate  to  it  the  eetabUshnieat  of 
branches  in  every  «ommercial  town  in- the  Uni- 
ted States,  where  banking  oafuiai  oan.ba  used  u- 
advantage.  I  am  unwiUing  this  or  any  otha 
bank  should  have  this  power  over  the  State  of 
New  York;  that  State  once  had  tbe  miafbituae 
to  have  within  its  bosom  a  bank  claiming  sneh  a 
power.  That  State,  sir,  contains  many  oommar- 
cial  towns  in  which  banking  may  be  oarned  on 
profitably ;  asd  towns  of  that  oharaoter  will  pn^ 
ably  ba  very  much  increased,  both  io'  nnaahec 
and  importaaer,  during,  tbe  time  this  bank  U  m.' 
esiat ;  and  I  will  not  aid  in  giving  to  any  olaaa  it' 
turn  who  already  have  aeonmulated  aoficient 
wealth  to  become  the  pn^riclore  of  the  National 
Banki  the  power  for  the  succeeding  twenty  years 
to  establish  a  bank  in  every  oomraercial  town  in 
tbe  State  of  New  York*  No»  sir,  the  citiieas  of 
that  State  ought  toeojoyall  the  profits  of  all  the 
banks  within  it,  other  than  such  as  may  be  ae- 
ceanry  to  answer  tbe  fair  pwrposaa  of  IM  Oea*- 
ral-  aovwnnaai.  When  the  Qeneml  Gtoma- 
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mmt  dmaiM  mora  tlwD  Ais  for  its  faroriti 
twnken,  ihe  elaim  is  unreasoDible  aad  ooght  not 
»  be  vwetioiwd. 

Tbcre  is  aoetbcf  pronsion  in  (hit  bill  to  wbieh 
I  BD  Apposed,  it  is  tbii,  Htf  vbiob  gives  to  tbe 
President  sod  Seasle  of  the  Ueitcd  States  power 
to  ^^ont  five  of  the  directors  of  the  bank.  The 
«Bbec  of  that  provieiaa  will  he  to  deier  pradeat, 
owiliove  oapitalisu  from  iaveaiing  tbeir  fands 
ia  this  baak;  sacfa  nea  choose  to  maoage  their 
own  basiaesK  ia  tbeir  own  way,  or  to  bare  it 
fDanaged  by  afseDU  eboeen  by  tbemadres,  and 
will  not  rery  willingly  subject  tbeir  moaey  to 
iIm  oootrol  or  ioierfe««ooc  of  goreroneotal 
stents.  Sapp!Dsc,  sir,  we  were  passiag  a  law  to 
■ell  a  Talaable  tobacco  plantation,  bat  sboold  re- 
serT«  to  tbe  Gorernmeat  tbe  rigbt  of  appoiotiag 
the  overseer  of  that  planutioa :  What  pradest, 
eavtioos  ea^talist  would  parcbase  tbe  ptanta- 
tm  ihos  offered  fiorsale?  No  nan  in  bb  seosea 
v«Bld  Make  thv  pAuebase.  Wo«M  tt  be  said  ibat 
the  Presideal  of  the  Hsiled  Stales,  with  tbe  aid 
of  A»  Bnate,  eotiM  not  aMnat  •  it  onrseet  for 
a  tobMco  plutaiioD  9  Cenaialjr,  fi»r  be  is  as 
sompeteai  to  make  soeb  appoiniBcnt  as  to  ap- 
point the  directors  of  a  bank.  Yet,  sir,  no  pru- 
dent pkater  woold  purehaay  yosr  plaotation,  an* 
leas  m  was  at  libercy  to  appoint  the  enrseer. 
So,  few  eantioDs  ma  will  purchase  stock  in  a 
bank  ia  which  the  Govemmeat  an,  in  aay  man- 
ntr,  to  have  ao  isflaeace  in  the  dircetira.  Men, 
howeTer,of  daiiagenter|nse,whoareQOw  Uaded 
with  QoTernaMat  stock,  may  lake  stock  in  tbe 
proposed  bank,  under  ao  expects tioo  tbat  tbey 
san  sell  bank  Mock  to  more  profit  tbsa  tbey  cao 
kU  the  tfoek  they  iww  base.  In  the  hands  of 
sneh  neo,  I  do  aoi  believe  a  Naiioml  Bank  will 
he  a  national  Uessing. 

Mr.  Clopton  said,  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
detain  the  House;  it  was  utterly  oat  of  .his  power 
to  do  so,  if  he  were  ever  se  wllHag ;  the  situation 
of  bi«  hMkb  would  n»l  arinit  arit:  hut  tbat  be 
lose  Mffcly  to  enter  bis  pretest,  in  as  saleeoa  a 
■Maker  as  he  v«a  abb,  agniast  ibe  docttiae  ad* 
vaaeed  by  the  gentlentaa  ban  Mafylaad  <Mr. 
Wwwt)— a  ckoeirlDe  wJudi,  he  brlttTsd.  had 
diffused  itself  ezteoei  vely  amemK  nseBbers  of  this 
House-  "that  is,  ibat  nets  of  Congcess,  and  tbe 
eseoutim  of  tbeio,  determined  aiul  settled  tbe 
Constitutional  question  as  to  the  rigtu  of  fntnre 
ItgiilaAion  upou  the  ototets  of  those  acts,  so  that 
when  tbasuj^ject-mauerof  any  former  aet,  which 
ImkI  been  leguUily  executed,  should  be  pnposed 
to  this  Legislature  as  the  object  of  a  a«w  tat,  the 
Wesiion  whether  it  be  Constitulioaal  er  net,  was 

Stttded  from  any  fuctber  exaokinaiiaa,  aisd  tbe 
islntHfe  bound  to  ecHBsider  the  net  na  wicbor- 
by  the  Constitution.  This  doctrine  be  ab* 
barred*  and  uek  this  oeeasion  to  eninr  Ms  most 
■qlemn  protest  «eainst  it 

Sir,  said  Mr.  1  bare  been  l<M)g  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  I  was  a  member 
of  it  at  tbe  gloomiest  period  of  Federal  times,  and 
hare  been  during  the  wtait  course  of  the  Repub- 
buu  Administmtioa  rinee )  and  1  most  say  that 
If  all  tbe  pesnietoos  doctrines  1  ban  over  Mtrd 
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adranced,  this,  in  my  view,  is  one  of  tbe  most 
pernicious. 

Are  gentlemen,  said  be,  whose  fancies  «n 
tickled  with  this  new  idea,  apprized  of  what  may 
be  the  consequence  of  deciding  and  settUa^  Ceiw 
stitutional  questioati  by  this  standard  1  Do  thciy 
not  see  tbat  a  few  acts  of  Coi^ress,  affecting  tbe 
great  essential  principles  of  personal  liberty  aad 
personal  property,  might  destroy  everything  ral- 
uMa  in  tbe  Constitution?  We  hare^  said  Ite, 
already  witoessed  aril  times,  and  evil  times  may 
again  occur  (I  wish  tbey  may  not  be  fast  ap- 
proaching) when  such  acts  msy  be  passed.  Ac- 
cording to  this  doctrine,  the  freedom  of  the  pniss 
is  already  gooe,  for,  by  this  doctrine,  you  deelnre 
tbat  you  bare  a  rigbt  to  revive  the  Sedition  net 
wbenerer  you  please.  Tbat  act  had  all  the  pith- 
lic  recognitions  spoken  of  as  sanetioniog  and  can- 
firming  tbe  vaRaity  of  Ibe  bank  act.  it  wn* 
coaeted  in  due  form  of  legislation,  carried  fullf 
into  execution,  as  a  valid  law  of  the  land,  ^ 
judges  and  1^  iuriM*  on  maar  grievous  nod  on- 
pressive  prosomtiens;  some  otita  victims  henviiy 
fined,  and  sobjeoted  to  long  and  nerero  impriaun- 
narat-;  while  the  whole  ooouniwity  aubmined  m 
tbe  pr^ress  of  iu  operation ;  «nd,  theugh  a  lam 
proportion  of  the  people  in  seaae  aee^ns  of  lie 
Union  deooooced  it  with  eipreeeions  of  aUker- 
renee,  at  the  same  time  as  large  a  proportion,  per- 
haps, in  some  other  sections,  made  no  objection 
to  It.  Thus  it  coniinned  in  force  and  operation 
until  the  expiration  of  the  term  far  vrtkien  it  was. 
enacted. 

I  have  snid,  sir,  observed  Mr.  C,  and  I  f«el 
myself  justified  in  making  the  declaration,  that, 
according  to  this  doctrioe,  tbe  freedom  of  tbe 
press  is  already  goj)e;  for,  if  this  doctrine  be  cor- 
rect, the  Coostitutioonl  authority  of  Congress  to 
revive  the  Sedition  act,  or  passn  similar  «n«^ia 
established,  and  ilie  free  ose  of  <b«  preas  ia  eiMny 
moment  at  tbe  mercy  of  the  I>g)UMnre.  Tm 
rigbt  no  longer  exisb^  if  the  lae  eno  be  taten 
away  or  restrained,  ad  liMttm,  by  no  act  ef  Ike 
LegisfaMce,ui  if  thnt  act  ianMbonted  by.tbt 
Conitimtinn  But,  sir,  contMuod  he,  the  4m- 
trine  le  not  eovrect— «t  Is  gtoeriy  tnc<errec*-*IMe 
an  horrible  pobtleal  heresy.  It  is  equally  ftMT- 
rect,  equally  heretical,  applied  to  this  bW. 

The  consequence  of  tbe-estabtisbment  of  such 
a  doctrine  as  this,  said  Mr.  C,  would  be  tbat  the 
Constitution  itself,  tbe  supreme  lute,  by  wbieh 
all  LegHlatures  aetlag  ooder  k  sfaanN  be  gaer- 
ened,  and  w^h  ih^  are  sworn  to  suppim,  in 
mnkiog  their  InwB,  wonU,  ia  a  prooess  of  timt, 
beeuperseded  and  rendored  altogether  a  dead  kt* 
ter  by  a  series  of  the  ncia  of  thoso  LegislaMesa  ; 
nor  wuald  it  require  Kmc  the  aeiios  be  m  .ntf 
iMf  one.  Whit  n  nonstroas  doetrinel  he  us- 
clatmcd.  He  felt  himself  loially  unable  to  dc- 
nounee  it  in  terms  nny  wny  adequate  to  its  eooi- 
mity.  He  lamented  this  inability,  this  want  of 
physical  power  to  expose  it  in  such  a  manner  na, 
he  believed,  it  ought  to  be  exposed.  Still  more 
did  he  lament  his  uafortunate  situation,  from  the 
eirenBUtaneo  thai  it  had  prevented  him  ftom  en- 
toting  into  a  guimX  arguBcni  tgnimt  the  UN 
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before  them.  He  k»i  wuhed  to  present  to  ibe 
House  his  riemexteosiTet^,  on  ibis  important 
■objeet ;  bat  1m  foend  himself  Dnable  to  suftaia 
tbt  Ai%ae  of  going  through  oae-twentieth  part 
of  the  remarks  he  wished  to  nalie;  the  few  be 
had  made  in  protesting  against  the  sbockiog, 
destraetlve  doctrine,  just  alladed  to,  had  almost 
entirely  exhausted  him,  and  nearly  deprired  him 
of  the  power  of  respiration. 

Messrs.  STANroao,  HaHaoii,  and  Pickebiko, 
abo  spoke  against  the  hill,  and  Mr.  Calhodn 
eonelndcd  the  debate  by  a  few  remarks  in  laTor 
of  it. 

The  question  was  loudly  called  for  durlag  the 
laner  part  of  the  sitting;  and,  being  lalren  at  a 
lata  boor,  the  rote  on  tlie  passage  of  the  bill  was— 
jreas  80,  nays  71,  as  follows: 

Tais — Msnrs.  Adgate,  Alexandei^  Atherton,  Bser, 
Betts,  Bom,  Bradbury,  Brown,  Galhsau,  OannoDt 
(AampiM.  Chappdl,  Clarke  of  N.  C,  CIsrk  of  Ky., 
Ctoodannfai,  Ooastod^t  Condiet.  Connsr.  Ornghtoo, 
OfadMran,  CnAbsrt.  Edwards,  Pomcy.  Forqrib,  Gbiri> 
MB,  Oriflhi,  OrosTanor,  Hawes,  Heoderwn,  Hager, 
Balbeit,  Hongerfcrd,  Inghsin,  Irving  of  New  York, 
Ja^MB,  Jewatt,  Karr  of  Va»  King  af  N,  C,  Lore, 
LowadM,  Lanspkia,  Uaday,  Haws,  McCoy,  McKee, 
MUdlaSoo,  Moore,  Moseley.  Mnrfree,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
eachneett%  Parris,  Pickena,  Pinkoey.  Piper,  Robart- 
■oo.  Sharp*,  Smith  of  Hanrland,  Smith  «f  Virginia, 
Southard,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  Torh.  Taylor  (tf  Sooth 
Oarolbs,  Tel&ir,  Thomss,  ThroopkTownsaad,  Tucker, 
Wsrd  of  New  Jeney,  Wenilovrr,  Wheston,  Wilde, 
Wilkin,  WUtiamt,  WUIoughby,  Thomas  Wtlwn.  WU- 
Bam  Wibon,  Woodward,  Wright,  Ysncey,  and  Tates. 

Nits— Messrs.  Baker,  Barbour,  Baswtt,  Bennett, 
Birdialt,  Blount,  Breckenridge,  Bomtide,  Burwell, 
Cady.  CsldwetU  Ciltey,  Clayton,  Cloptoo,  Cooper, 
Crawford.  Cotpeper,  Darlington,*  Davenport,  Desha, 
Gaston.  Gold,  OoldsborouKh,  Goodwrn,  Hahn,  Hale, 
Hall,  Hanson,  Hardin.  Herbert,  Hepkinson,  John- 
SM  of  l^ginta,  Kant,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lor* 
ett,  Lyie.  L^on,  Manb,  Mayrant,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tneky,  McLean  ctf  Ohio,  Miloor,  Newton,  Noyea, 
OrsBsby,  Piekwiog.  Pitkin,  Raodoh»h.  Reed,  Boot, 
Baas,  Rug^a^  Setgeant,  Savage,  EHMlby,  Seiith  of 
FeMsylvanta,  Stanfcrd.  Steams,  Strong,  Starges, 
Taggatt,  TaUmadga.  Vose.  Wallaca,  Ward  of  Mama. 
choaeus.  Ward  of  New  York,  Webrter,  WUterida, 
and  Wilcox. 


rniDAT,  March  15. 

Mr.  LowxDM,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mcana,  repwied  «  biU  making  appropriatiou 
for  the  ani^ortof  Goferament  for  ibe  year  1816; 
which  wo  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Wholt. 

Mr.  Yakoit.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
madea  report  on  the  petition  of  R.  S.  Reed  and 
D.  Dobbins;  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  Y.  re- 

Ktied  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  S.  Reed  aod 
loiel  Dubbins;  which  was  read  twice,and  oom- 
mitied  lo  a  Committee  of  (be  Whole. 

Mr.  Nbwtor,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  MMDufMciurs,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
r«>li<f  of  DMvid  Cuffin.  Samuel  aod  William 
Rodman,  and  Samuel  RodnwD,  jnaior;  whioh 
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was  read  twice,  and  oomaillted  to  a  Goonaian 

of  the  Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  folding  the  circuit  cpnru  of  the  Uaited 
Sutes  for  the  district  of  Vermont,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  sabmitted 
on  the  28th  nltimo,  by  Mr.  Cowdict.  and  the 
amendment  propoaed  tbareto  by  Mr.  Nblm»,W 
Virginia;  whereupon,  Mr.  Nbloon  witlidrew his 
said  amendment. 

Mr.  CoHoioT  then  modified  his  said  reaoLntian 
ao  as  to  read— • 

"  Betoived,  That  for  the  reaidne  of  the  aessiaa 
the  stated  hour  of  meeting  of  thia  Hoaae  ahall  be 
ten  o'eloek  in  the  morning." 

On  the  qucatioa  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  k 
was  determined  in  the  negatire. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  iohn  Debfield  oeen- 
pied  much  time  la  Committee  of  the  Wholc,Md 
the  Committee  having  risen,  was  refused  lenre  ca 
sit  again.  The  bill  lies  on  the  iiU^e. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  aettiinf 
the  claims  to  lands  in  the  Territory  t£  lUinoia^ 
was  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engroased  for  a' 
third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  r^ief  of  certain  claimanta  m 
lands  in  the  district  of  Tincean^  was  also  coo- 
aidered,  and  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itsdf  into  aCommittoaof 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  tcLief  of  JoIm  T. 
David.  The  bill  was  reported  wiihmit  uncnd- 
ment,  aod  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Emstas 
Loomia.  The  bill  was  reported  without  araead- 
ment,  and  ordered  lo  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 


SaTDBiur,  March  1ft. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foan bt,  a  select  committee 
of  five  members  was  apppimed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  aalary  of  t^ 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represenutires.  Messrs. 
FoBNBT,  Pitkin,  ClaiIe  of  Kentncky,  Qutoh, 
aod  Jaoxaon,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Erastus  Loomis,"  waa  read  the  third  itaw, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making 
further  provision  for  settling  claims  to  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Uliooi^'*  was  tend  a  third  time, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  et^ffoased  Ull,  entitled  "Aa  not  for  the  re> 
lief  of  certain  claimants  to  lands  in  the  diHrieC 
of  Vinceaoes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  aal 
psssed. 

The  Hoose  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senato 
"relative  to  erideoce  in  cases  of  natnralizatioa  :** 
Whereupon  the  said  bill  was  again  read  as 
amended,  and  passed  by  the  House. 

MISSISSIPPI  LAND  CLAIMS. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  OB  iha  bill  piovidiog  Hot  qviettng  amd 
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AfimiMtippi  Land  Clainu. 


adjosttog  certain  elainu  is  the  Mismsippt  Ter- 
ritory. 

A  tMtioii  made  by  Mr.  Stiono,  to  strike  oat 
ib«  ft»t  lectiOD,  prodaeed  a  food  deal  of  debate 
e»  the  merits  of  the  bill ;  from  wbieh  we  extract 
the  following^  sabstaatUt  Tie  v  of  the  qaestioa. 
After  tbe  Treaty  of  1783,  thai  it,  in  1795,  wbea 
the  United  States  took  possession  of  tbe  Missis* 
sippi  eooDtrjr,  they  foand  oertaia  settlers  on  lands 
who  bad  settled  under  Spanish  grants,  iasned 
when  Sraia  was  possessed  of  the  eoontry— -the 
United  States,  witboat  demanding  any  equira- 
lent  therefor,  reiioqaished  to  those  settlers  all 
the  right  acqoired  by  tbe  Treaty  of  1783,  but 
without  warranting  them  in  the  title;  siibse- 
qaeolly,  however,  oeruio  persons  holding  patents 
nader  the  British  Qoveramedt  set  np  a  claim  to 
these  lands,  as  ba?iog  the  elder  title;  and  the 
actual  settlers,  those  holding  under  ilie  Spanish 
grants,  petitioned  the  United  States  to  examine 
and  decide  the  ehiims  of  tbe  British  grantees, 
tad  if  h  be  adjudged  that  they  hare  the  stronger 
title,  that  iheir  uaime  may  be  satisfied  by  an 
eqaivaleBt  grant  of  public  land  elsewhere.  The 
hut  reportnl  by  the  Cemmitim  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  petition  was  referred,  and 
BOW  under  consideration,  provides  that  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  State,  tbe  Attorney  Qeaeral,  and  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be 
authorized  to  examine  tbe  disputed  claims,  and 
decide  thereon  according  to  law,  as  soon  as  the 
claims  to  140,000  acres  hare  been  fifed  for  decis- 
ion; that  if  the  elaint  of  tbe  British  grantee 
should  in  anv  case  be  confirmed,  the  Commis- 
sioner  of  the  Land  Office  shall  issue  bis  ceriifi- 
catfl  for  the  amount  thereof,  which  certificate 
sbaH  be  a  final  satiBfaetioa  cd'  his  claim,  and  shall 
be  reecived  in  payment  for  any  of  the  puUie 
hnda  of  the  Uwied  Stale^  at  the  rate  ^  two 
dollara  |Mr  acre  for  everr  acre  of  tbe  earltfieate ; 
that  BO  claim  shall  be  fifed  under  this  act  which 
has  been  barred  by  -bbjt  former  law ;  aad  that  the 
decision  of  the  Commiviloaera  shall  be  final  and 
eoaduallre.  - 

The  metioB  to  strike  ont  the  first  secUon  being 
a  tImJ  one,  gave  rise  to  tbe  debate  abore  men- 
ttoaed,  in  wbicb  Messrs.  STaona,  Wriobt,Fob- 
srVB,  JaoKSOM,  and  BoflB,aupportcd  tbe  motion, 
and  of  course  opposed  ibe  bilf;  and  Messrs.  Rob- 
lareoN,  McKbb,  Johhson,  Clark  of  Kentucky, 
PtcxBBiNO,  Lattihobb,  and  Hopkihson,  spoke 
against  striking  out  the  section  ;  Mr.  Ci<at.  also, 
on  a  suheequent  question,  advocated  the  bill. 

The  question  was  finally  determined  against 
striking  out  the  section ;  and,  after  some  further 
BaMceessfal  attempts  to  amend  the  bill,  the  Com- 
mkiee  rose,  npovted  progress  and  the  House 
at^oumed. 

MoKDAT,  March  18. 
Mr.  LoWNDiB,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mtfans,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  lu  pr>>ride  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  vz|ieDses  of  Government  and  maiBiaioing 
the  public  endii,  by  layisf  »  dinat  m  apoa  (te 
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United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  npoa 
the  subject  of  revenne. 

Mr.  LowifOBS,  from  tbe  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  distribution  of  $100,OOQl 
among  tbe  eaptorft  of  the  Algerine  vessels  cap- 
tured and  restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  commiiled  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  (or  the  relief  of  Edward 
Hatiowell. 

Mr.  NfiWTOM,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  author- 
i«Bg  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  caAfel 
certain  export  boikds  exeeaied  by  CaiyMr  C. 
Schnu;  iriueh  was  read  twice,  and  oomautMd  ta 
a  CommiUee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  NBI.80K,  Virginia,  from  tbe  Committa* 
on  the  Judiciary,  repwted  the  hill  from  the  Se»- 
ate  "  providing  for  ibe  publtcatioa  of  tbe  deeiS' 
tons  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stataa,** 
witboat  amendmeBt,  and  the  bill  was  eottmltled 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  Boose  a  latt« 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  transmit- 
ting statements  of  the  valuation  of  lands,  dwel- 
ling houses,  and  slaves,  ia  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, in  obedience  to  the  resolalion  of  tbe  Hutne 
of  the  fifth  instant;  which  were  ordered  to  He 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  re- 
specting the  late  <^cers  and  crew  of  the  sloop- 
of-war  Wasp,"  and  a  bill "  to  limit  the  right  of 
appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  tbe  United  otatee 
for  the  District  of  Colombia,"  in  which  ihey  aik 
tbe  eooeurrenee  of  this  House. 

1IISSIS8II*PI  LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  Bouse  then  again  resolved  itself  into  m 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  qaietiBf 
and  adjusting  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mii- 
aiisippi  Tcrrttory. 

Aaer  some  time  spent  in  diseusaiag  Tari«(K 
amend  meots  to  the  details,  and,  incidentally,  the 
priaciple  of  the  bill,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported it  to  the  House.  ' 

The  debate  was  resumed  ia  the  Hoase,as  wcU 
on  the  object  of  the  bill  aa  its  details,  in  which 
Messrs.  Galbovn,  Jaocson,  Roa8,and  Stbarbb, 
spoke  in  oppocition,  and  Messrs.  RoBivraeir. 
JoBKBON  of  kentuckjr,  Lattihobs,  Mc£BS,aBd 
Banwi,  in  fkvor  of  it. 

lu  tbe  eoane  of  the  dafaBle^  ob  motion  of  Mr. 
Jaoeboh,  an  amendmeBt  waa  adntfed  to  coafiae 
the  certiOeates,  ia  case  the  titles  of  the  claimaala 
be  eataUisbed,  to  the  paiehase  of  laads  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory;  ia  other  words,  toexolada 
theelaimants  fnw  pnrehaaing,  with  ibeir  ecrtjft- 
catas,  public  lands  in  any  other  thmi  the  Mimia- 
aippi  Territory. 

The  quesiioB  waa  then  taken  on  m^ossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 43,  nays  84,  as  follows : 

TaAB-^Masars.  BasMtt,  Balemaa,  BrKk«nidie» 
Brooks,  CUifc  ef  Kaitooky,  OMmar,  Ozeichlsa,  Cal- 
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•MW,  CtttUwt.  UaduffMi,  DRT«npeit,Fom]r,  Gold, 
Hun*  Hwdin,  Hendeiyon,  HopkiiuoB,  Huger»  Jc^- 
•on  of  KwtiKkjr*KeuU  Love.  Xevett,  Xjon,  Hu«h, 
JIcKee,  McLesn  of  Kentuckj,  Middletoo,  Milnor, 
Moon.  MocaleTt  Nelson  of  ViigiDia,  Ontuby,  Pioker- 
inf,  Feii«Ut  Hnrnohli,  Roberboo,  Shtipe,  BhetSny, 
TauAztiTaalt  Vow,  Wilcox,  and  WUIonghby. 

RIts— Menn.  Adgato,  Alozandw,  Athorton,  Baer, 
BulionT,  fifltti,  Bknint,  Boh,  Brown,  Biyan,  Borwetl, 
Cady,  (^dwell,  Oalhoan,  Cannon,  Gbaln^on,  Cbip- 
mQ,  Clarke  of  North  CaroKna,  Clavton,  Glendennin, 
VhpUm,  Condtct,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Groeberon,  !)•• 
Aa,  Edwards,  Farn^  GoMabwoogh,  Ooodwyn.  Halo, 
BaU,  HaBnKmd,  Bairaa,  Halbart,  Hn^nfinrd,  Ing- 
%tm,  JaekiOD,  iawatt,  Jtobnaas  of  Vi^utia,  Kenr  of 
TH^na,  Ein|  of  North  Caxofina.  Luigdan,  Lanr, 
Lnn^  LoinMea,  Lumpfcin,  LyUt  Mason,  Miyran^ 
IfeCoj,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mnrfino,  NeUaa  of  Maasa> 
ij—Bllii  W»w>an,  Kayea^  FuriirnEkeM*,  Pipar, JM> 
Rati^  Smith  of  Virginta,  Bonthard,  Stanfrid, 

StowBs,  SMqk.  Starges,  Taybr  of  New  York,  Tajlor 
•f  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas  Townaend,  Tacker, 
ITaUaiea,  Ward  of  Maasachnaatta,  Wacd  of  New  York, 
Ward  of  New  Jersaj.  Webater,  Wandorar,  Wbitanda, 
Wilda,  WilUna.  and  Thomaa  Wilaon. 

TAX  ON  STILLS. 

The  Hoaae  then,  on  aotioo  of  Mr.  Lowidm, 
WolTcd  itaelf  into  «  CammUtee  of  the  Whole,  on 
tb*  bUl  to  abolish  the  exisUoff  duties  on  spirits 
dittiJIed  wkbin  the  United  States,  and  to  lay 
other  daties  on  distillation  in  lieu  thereof. 

Tb*  biU  propoaea  to  ohaoge  the  duty  frotn  a 
ttK  OD  the  prodiHt  to  a  tax  on  the  capaci^  of  the 
•lill^aod  10  redeee  the  »ziill)W  datios  Ifty  per 
owl,  Th«  principle  of  tht  but,  the  unoaot  of 
dttty,  &c.,  ware  diMBHwd  nc  Urge,  tod  fully  le- 
pnled,  when  th«  sobject  was  before  the  Uouae 
ID  the  shape  of  a  TeaoluijoD,nport«I  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  nod  Means. 

On  motfeo  of  Mr.  liO«t(Di»,  (he  bill  was  so 
amended  m  to  defer  the  expiration  of  the  exiat- 
nc  daties  to  SOth  of  Jaae  next,  instead  of  the 
Wtb.of  Marob,  as  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Aner  accepting  some  ameDdraenta  to  conform 
the  bU-ie  like  pieceding,  and  adopting  aooie  others 
of  an  nnimfkMrtaot  oharaescr — 

Mr.  LowxDBB  yni^osed  an  amendment  to  the 
hill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  add  one  haadred 
per  cent*  t*  the  anMUnt  of  the  present  duty  on 
tteoapaoity  of  the  still  on  licenses  far  one  year, 
pd  Mmake  the  prieeef  lieaaaerfei  abort  peiioda 
baav  tw  aaitie  preportioa  as  the  dv^  imjmsed  e« 
thn.liwnte.fer.a  yeat. 

This  motion  produced  ceaaidenMe  tHsaMsioB, 
in  whisb  Meaars.  Lomacs  and  TATLon,of  New 
Yeik,  siiBiwcled  ibe  amendment,  and  Ueasm,. 
Hanaw,  hmnmrn  of  Seaiuei^,  Tunn,  nnd 
lUaa  oppoaed  it.  It  waa  finally  anect)  to— ayea 
6f  noaaSi. 

Oa  motioa  of  Mr.  Roea,  the  btU  was  amended, 
by  striking  oat  the  {iroviso  which  remitted  to  itilfa 
wholly  employed  in  diatiUing  from  teota,  half 
the  dntiaa  to  wineh  they  wonld  otherwiac  be  aab- 

After  some  farthex  emeadoKat,  net  a&eting 
«»f  PfMniyle,  the  CoMotlKe  we,  lefMUad  pro- 
■■MSaitf  dbiaimd  le»rn  tfrait  again. 


TuiHur,  Mtreh  IS. 
Mr.  RoBEBTsoN  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Le^ieUttare  of  the  Wtate  of  Louisjana,  pc«|»i{ 
tbat « liffht-honae  akaf  be  erected  at  the  nwoUt 
of  the  Miasuaip^  liv^.— Referred  to  Um  Com- 
mittee of  Comraeree  and  Uaan&ctarce. 

Mr.  RoBsaraoM,  from  the  CooHnittee  on  (he 
Pablie  Lends,  to  wbinn  the  anhjeet  was  rafcvred, 
reported  that  it  is  iaex^ientseto  alter  the  exist- 
ing laws,  as  to  aathorize  the  aeeeptanoe  of  ael- 
dien'  warrants  io  paymMt  tot  hutds  pnichaeed 
at  thercspeetireland  oAcMof  the  United  SWca; 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House- 
Mr.  RosBBT0«i,from  the  sane  eonmittee,  te- 
ported  a  hill  prondiaf  for  the  sale  of  certain  Inads 
m  tbe  Slate  of  Ohio^  formarte  set  apart  f«  nfik 
fcea  from  Canada  m  ManSeotins  whicb  was 
rend  twiee,  and  commtlled  tpa  Cooamiuae  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAannr,  a  committee  wtas 
appointed  by  this  House  to  join  such  eommiltee 
as  may  be  appointed  by  Scaaie,  to,  eennder 
and  report  what  basuieas  will  demand  the  attm- 
tion  of  Cenffress  prior  to  an  adjonrameBt;  and 
also  when  soeh  adjonrnnaat  may  pnobably  take 
place. 

The  bill  firera  the  Senau  "  to  Unut  tbe  rifht  ef 
^peal£rom  the  Circuit  Cenrtof  the  United  Staten 
for  tbe  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  twiee, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  JIndietaTV. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  reapeetiog  the  late 
officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop-of-war  Wasp,"  was 
read  twice,  and  commiited  to  the  Gommittee  on 
Naval  Alaira. 

Tbe  Home  took  into  eoasidenitiM  Uie  en- 
gr—td  bill  eatitled  "An  act  making  farther  pro- 
rislon  for  eettUng  elaton  to  land  in  the  Terriipey 
of  Uliaoia,"  aad  iheaaid  hiU  having  been  eead 
tbe  third  time,  the  queation  waa  tUM.  "  Shall 
the  bill  pass  T'  and  determined  in  the  sfirmaii^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infornedtbe  HoMte 
thai  the  Senate  bare  passed  the  bill "  lna^tklKiM 
tka  payment  for  property  lost,  oaptared,  or  dt- 
stroyed,  while  in  the  miliury  serriee  of  the  Cm- 
tcd  Btatea,"  with  amcadmeato.  They  hare  4*0 
pmcdabul  further  egctendi^  tfa«  tHnefoctS' 
sviog  and  bcatinfr  mOitncjr  land  wniiaaii^  and 
far  other  purpaaas."  Inieiuch  ao— towtanai* 
bill  ih^  ndi  the  aonearreaoB  of  tlua  HoMe. 

TAX  ON  STXLLa. 

The  House  min  leaolvad  itself  into  n  Qom' 
mittee  of  the  Wbol^  Mr.  Buwwuvaa  in  the 
Chair,  OQ  the  bUl  to  ohange  the  exiaiing  dMtes 
on^i^kflttllatioB. 

Mr.  Harmh,  after  adrertiog  to  the  diatanoe  of 
many  murta  of  the  coimtry  &om  market,  puticn- 
larljr  the  people  of  Keatnckr,  who  wero  oUifad 

Seneralty  to  carry  the  product  of  their  stiUs  to 
fatchez  and  New  Orleans,  and  the  considenhle 
time  which  muaccoasequeaiiy  elapse  before  they 
conld  reeeire  any  retnras  to  enable  them  tedi»- 
ehargc  the  duties  imposed  on  their  maaaiactiin^ 
mored  to  attend  to  eight  months  the  eredii  of  aix 
metitha  allowed  by  the  bill  tfribose  whoM  lioeaae 
meadaimttr  deUanu  . 
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Mr.  Clat  said,  he  was  ia  ftror  of  the  motioD. 
He  arowed  himself  decidedly  friendlr  to  a  duty 
on  distillation,  so  long  as  any  part  cf  the  existing 
public  debt  remained  unpaid;  bat,  in  imiwsinff 
this  duty,  ke  widied  to  see  eretr  proper  ioclai- 

Eenee  extended  to  those  oa  whom  tlie  tax  was 
lid.  To  show  the  necessity  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  he  addnced  an  instance  in  one  of  his 
own  eonstitttents,  who  had  paid  in  datira  to  the 
Oorerament  the  sum  of  93,000,  before  he  had  re- 
ceired  a  single  cent  in  return  from  the  sale  of  bis 
mann&etare.  The  sitoation  of  the  Western  dis- 
tillers, he  said,  demanded  an  extension  of  the  pro- 
posed credit ;  they  were  obliged  to  se^  a  market 
at  Natchez  or  New  Orleans,  and  thence,  perhaps, 
to  ascend  the  Red  and  other  rirers  lo  Katchiie- 
ches  or  elsewhere.  Sound  policy  and  jnstice  to 
those  concerned  required,  therefore,  the  alteration 
proposed  by  bis  eoUeagne ;  from  whom  he  differed 
only  in  the  extension  of  the  credit  mored  for. 
Mr,  C.  said  he  would  prefer  tweWe  months,  be- 
lieTtnjg  that  term  to  be  necessary  to  meet  the  cases 
already  suted.  A  credit  of  two  years  was  al- 
lowed in  the  duties  on  the  India  trade,  and  the 
voyages  performed  by  the  Western  people  in  seek- 
ing a  market,  almost  equalled  those  to  the  Indies. 
Mr.  C.  then  (Mr.  Haroin  haringf  preriouslr  with- 
drawn ihis  motion)  moved  to  insert  twelre  in- 
stead of  six  months. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  concurred  in  the 
Ttews  of  the  gentleman  who  supported  the  pro- 
posed alteration,  but  he  would  prefer  nine  months, 
conceiving  that  term  sufficient  for  every  fair  pur- 
pose. He  thought  every  facility  and  encourage- 
ment ought  to  be  given  to  distiUalion,  which  he 
believed  would,  in  time,  become  a  very  great 
source  of  revenue,  as  the  farmers  would  find  it 
more  and  more  their  interest  to  carry  their  sur- 

?)Ias  grain  to  the  great  distillerief,  and  barier  it 
or  WBiskey,  &e.  He  wished  also  to  encourage 
the  manoftetnrer  of  that  artiele,  because  he  be- 
lieved it  the  least  peraleioas  of  the  ardent  spirit 
gtmerally  used. 

Mr.  LovnnsB  rose  to  state  the  motives  which 
infltienced  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in 
fixing  the  period  of  credit  at  six  months.  It  was 
^med  by  thecommittee  a  sofficient  time  to  allow 
the  mantuacturer  to  receive  bis  retoms,  yet  not 
enough  to  endanger  the  public  revenue  by  too 
long  a  credit.  But  whilst  he  stated  these  views 
of  th&  committee,  he  was  obliged  to  concur  in 
Ike  arguments  which  had  been  advanced  in  favor 
oT  an  extension  of  the  term.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, that  twelve  months  was  rather  a  longer 
credit  tban  necessary,  and  that  nine  months  wonld 
be  enough  to  enable  the  most  remote  manurac- 
torers  to  make  payment  from  the  proceeds  of  their 
manufacture,  and  still  not  endanger  the  revenue 
by  too  long  a  credit. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  HARnm  in  tup- 
port  of  the  motloD,  the  quotion  was  taken  there- 
o*.  and  carried — yeas  76. 

Mr.  H.  moved  to  strike  oat  the  clause  which 
prohibits  the  collector  from  enterii^  a  distillery 
except  in  the  day  time ;  which  motion  inn  aAu 
■freed  to. 


The  bill  ooniaiaai  a  provition  tkat  afl  peisMs 
taking  out  a  Koeme  on  wfaich  the  d«y  ehoaUl 
amount  to  930,  should  ha  rcqoifisd  to  pay  the 
same  down,  and  should  be  aflowed  a  discomit 
thereon,  at  the  rate  of  dght  per  cent  per  annumi 
This  discount  Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  moved  to 
increase  to  ten  per  cent.;  which  motion,  idksr 
some  discussion,  was  negatived. 

After  some  other  unsuccessful  motloa^ 

Mr.  Tao^l  moved  to  strike  out^  entively,  the 
provision  which  rcquiied  all  duties  for  Ueeose 
under  920  to  be  vmd  down  in  money ;  whioh  mo* 
tioa  h»  sttMOPted  by  a  few  remark*. 

The  mouonwas  opposed  ^  Mr.  I«owvd»]  whq 
said  it  VMS  vepy  ^MStioMble  whetker  the  «u«k 
required  by  the  bill  to  be  paid  tlown,  «M  HC  top 
smaU.  The  motion  was  Mgatir^^ 

Mr.  Cotnntrr  then  oficrad  the  firflovng  prorias 
to  ihe  4th  section : 

"  That  atflla  emplned  atlely  h^  diMlMng  ftait^  Aril 
not  bs  sheeted  to  ae  payaiMBt  ef  mow  than  thaw* 
ftorthsof  tha  daliaa  laqolrad  fn  othsr  omost  mi  in 
thnas  csesa  wham  Ihe  poataoa  la  ttmnHiti  and  di<iim 
without  having  baaa  iBBt  sqpaialad  fioB  the  Hqiwrtf 
the  pnast  aot  man  Oaa  twe4hiBds  Aall  ha  esaelid.^ 

This  motion  produced  some  destiltory  debatej 
and  was  finally  negatived. 

Mr.  PiCKBHS,  after  a  few  remarks  In  sapoort  of 
the  motion,  moved  a  new  section  to  the  biff,  pro- 
viding that  the  owner  or  user  of  any  still  em- 
ployed wholly  ID  distilling  from  frui^  have  the 
option  of  taking  oat  license,  either  on  the  ce- 
city agreeablv  to  this  act,  or  on  the  product  at  

cents  per  gallon. 

Mr.  P.  offered  this  amendment  priocipally  on 
account  of  the  short  time  which  those  who  dis- 
tilled only  from  fruit  were  able  to  use  their  stills, 
which  he  thought  entitled  them  to  the  privilege 
he  proposed. 

His  motion  was,  however,  negatived  witfaonth! 
division.  . 

The  Committee  then  row  and  repotted  the  KB 
and  amendments,  and  the  Rome  proceeded  to 
consider  the  report. 

The  House  agreed  successively, iritbont  otjee- 
tioD,  to  the  several  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee,  until  it  came  to  that  adopted  yester- 
day, on  motion  of  Mr.  LowMon,  to  increase  the 
duty  on  Hceases  for  one  year  one  hundred  per 
cent.,  and  to  gmduate  the  price  of  Uoenses  for 
shorter  periods  in  proportion  to  these  for  mw 
year. 

On  concurring  in  this  amendment  the  yeas  tad 
nays  were  demandedj  and  the  question  decided— 
yeas  66,  nays  63,  as  follows : 

Ymas— Moaas.  Adgat^  Atbertaa,  Barbov,  Bsiaat^ 
Bfowi^  Calheon,  Champion,  ChapMli,  CiUw,  CUy- 
toBt  Gandiot,  Gtufar,  CiocbenHi,  Cothbert,  Darling- 
ton, Fone*.  Gaston,  Hab^  Ball,  Hawes,  H«r-. 
b«t,  Hopkiiisoii,  Hngw,  Hulbai^  logham,  Irving  of 
New  Yotk,  Jewett,  Kent,  Laogdon,  Iaw,  Lewii^ 
liovett,  Lowndes,  Lum^in,  Lyon,  Ibish,  Masoob 
Mavianl^  Middleton,  MiUior,  MomI^,  Ndson  of  Kaa- 
aaAnastt^  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Pickering,  Pinkney, 
Reed,  8mith  of  Hsrylaad,  Stearns,  Sturgea, 
Ttggntf  TdimadSey  Taybr  of  New  Taifc,  TeH*k 
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IWBMna.  Tndccr.  Tow,  Wwd  af  MuMdiilMtt^ 
Wud  or  N«w  Jeney,  W«l»t«r,  Wepdom,  Wilcox, 
Wild«.  Willonghbsr,  and  Tate*. 

Nats — M«Hn.  Aleiandcr,  Baer,  Btker,  Beooett, 
B«tU»  Bloant,  Breckanridge,  Biyan,  BnrweU»  Cald- 
well, Caonon,  Clarke  of  Nortk  Cavolina,  Clark  of 
KentQckj,  Clendeimiiii  Comitock,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
tOD,  Colpeper,  Desha,  Edwardi)  Goldaborougb,  Hahn, 
HardiOf  flendenon,  Hnogcrford,  Jaekaon,  JohnMO  of 
Tfaginu,  JohBaon  of  Kentuckj,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
'  Bow  of  North  Carolina,  Love,  Lvle,  Maday,  McCoj, 
If  cSee,  McLean  of  KeDtnekj,  Moore,  Murfree,  New- 
ton, Ormiby,  Parria,  Piekent,  Rper,  Powell,  Rey- 
nolds, Roane,  Root,  Ron,  Savage,  Sharpe,  SbtHaj, 
Smith  of  Tbginia,  Southard,  Stanford,  Taol,  Taylor 
•r  North  Carolina,  ThoMa,  Throop,  Wallace,  Ward 
of  New  York,  Whitenda,  end  Willum  WUkui. 

Mr.  Parbis  then  moTed  to  restore  the  prwrtso 
iD  the  fmrlli  eeelioB,  which  htd  yesterday  been 
striekeo  out  in  Committee  of  the  Wh<w^  and 
which  was  ia  the, iUlowiag  words,  m:  "Pro- 
vided, That  there*  shall  be  paid  upon  aaofa  sdll 
•asployed  wbolljr  in  the  diatiilation  of  roots,  but 
OM'balf  the  rates  of  duties  abovemottioaed,  ae- 
eordii^t  to  the  capaeily  of  sueh  still." 

Mr.  P.  stated  tbat,  tipoD  retaining  tMs  proris- 
im.  would  eDtirely  depead  whether  the  distillers 
In  ine  District  of  Maine  could  work  their  stills. 
He  assured  the  House  that  bis  constituents  were 
materially  interested  in  having  it  retained,  for 
without  it  distillation  from  roots,  particularly  in 
that  section  of  the  country,  roust  be  entirely 
sospended  j  that  it  was  the  only  liquor  distilled 
in  nis  district,  and  he  beliered  nearly  the  only 
liquor  consumed;  with  the  farmers  he  was  sure 
it  was. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  in  striking  out  the  prorlso, 
and  decided  against  concnrrene^  by  the  easting 
jote  of  the  Speaker.  So  the  proviso  was  re- 
telned. 

Mr.  CoHOicT  renewed  the  motion  he  made 
this  day  in  Committee,  with  some  modifications, 
and  supported  it  with  zeal;  but  his  exertions 
were  ioefieciual. 

Mr.  picKCKe  then  moved  to  add  a  new  section 
to  the  bill ;  the  pbject  of  which  was  to  retain  the 
option  allowed  in  the  last  act  in  case  of  small 
dutillers,  whereby  a  duty  might  be  paid  of 
cants  on  the  spirits  distilled,  or  the  proposed  tax 
on  the  capacity,  at  the  option  of  the  owner. 

This  varied  from  the  motion  be  had  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  that  extended  the 
alternative  to  all  stills  used  in  distillation  from 
fruit  only.  Embracing  in  some  measure  the  same 
principle  as  his  former  motion,  be  would  not,  he 
■aid,  consume  time  in  repeating  his  former  argu- 
ments. The  option  proposed  would  afford  great 
convenience  to  the  farmers  of  the  interior  conn- 
trv^  many  of  whom  owned  small  distiHerles, 
which  it  was  only  an  object  for  them  to  use  oe- 
casiooally,  and  which  would  in  many  eases  not 
be  used  at  all,  if  compelled  to  be  entered  for  a 

S'vea  period.  The  returns  of  the  duties  since 
e  last  act  went  into  operation,  prove  how 
much  pcf ference  had  been  given,  in  the  Stale  he 
lepreientcd,  to  paying  the  duty  on  the  spirit ;  as 


he  bad  before  observed,  neatly  lea  tinea  aa  mwk 
was  collected  ia  that  State  under  this  alicraa* 
live,  as  that  on  the  capacity-tax.  He  had  heard 
of  DO  evasions  of  the  law  in  that  case,  and  tbous^i 
it  wise  to  consult  the  convenieace  and  the  hawia 
of  the  people  in  the  mode  of  levying  burdens 
when  there  conld  be  no  public  loss. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  P.  felt  a  relocUioce  in  further  troublii^ 
the  House  after  the  unwelcome  reception  of  his 
former  motions  for  amendment ;  he,  however, 
thought  it  bis  duty  to  make  another  essay  to  at* 
tain  10  some  proportioD  the  objects  of  his  former 
amendment. 

He  then  moved  the  same  amendment  as  the 
last,  limiting  it  to  the  distillation  of  fruit$. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  ba  engrossed,  as  amended,  and  read  % 
third  lime. 


WaONBaDAr,  March  20. 

Mr.  TocKct,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
circulation  of  unchartered  bank  note^  in  the  Di»- 
trict  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  (be  Whole. 

[This  bill  does  not  operate  on  the  notes  of  any 
uitcbartered  bank  already  established,  and  the 
penalties  for  circulating  the  notes  prohibited  ara 
not  to  attach  to  the  passer  of  the  notes,  but  to  the 
institution,  which  shall  issue  them.} 

Mr.  TccKBR  also  reported  a  bill  making  an  ap> 
propriation  for  completing  the  centre  biuTding  of 
the  Capitol;  which  was  read  twice, and  eom- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  aodosing  and 
improving  the  Capjtol  square. 

Mr.  TocKGR  also  reported  a  bill  to  approprtoe 
the  marriage  license  tax  within  Wasbingtoa 
county  in  the  District  of  Columbiaj  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Wjtan,  of  New  Jersey,  from  a  select  com- 
mittee, made  a  report  oa  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Law;  which  was  read:  when,  Mr.  W.  reported 
a  bill  to  extend  the  patent  granted  to  Andrew 
Law  for  an  improvement  in  the  mode  of  printing 
music ;  which  was  read  twice,  aad  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MioDLBTon,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Travis,  and  othera,  which  was  read;  when,  Mr. 
R.  reported  a  bill  allowing  pay  to  certain  persona 
made  prisoners  with  tbe  revenue  cotter  Surveyor  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Cna- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendments  proposed  1^  tbe  Senate  to 
tbe  bill  ''to  auihorice  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  eqemy,  while 
in  the  service  of  the  Uaited  Stales,"  were  re^ 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Class,  of  EentQckv,  from  the  Comniitea 
on  the  Classification  and  Organization  of  the 
Militia,  reported  a  bill  for  o^oixtng,  fli"*ny. 
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■dA  amiiig  the  milids,  and  for  eftlliog  then  forth 
tft  iflKeaie  the  lam  of  the  Oaioo,  suppress  insor- 
nfttfoos,  aod  repel  ioTaafoos,  and  lo  repeal  the 
bars  heretofore  passed  for  those  purposes ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

_  Mr.  Stearns  sobmitted  ihe  following  resolu- 
tioD  to  amend  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House ; 
vhiah  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  od  the  table : 

Jtuohadt  That  the  fUhnriof  be  added  talhaetuid- 
ing  mles  of  the  Hoose.  via : 

lliera  shall  be  a  atanding  oomtaittee,  conntting  of 
- —  members,  to  b«  called  "  the  Committae  (i£  the 
ReTinon  of  Bills." 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  taid  committee  carefully 
to  examine  all  bills  which  buj  be  reported*  befimthay 
are  Introduced  into  the  House,  to  make  verbal  or  tech* 
nical  alteratioui^  or  take  the  same  into  anew  draught, 
if  they  shall  think  proper.  But  they  shall  not  change 
tlie  princmlei  at  providons  of  aiw  Ull  without  the 
ooBsent  m  the  committee  who  AM  have  nported  the 
aame. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  further  exteodiog 
the  time  for  issoiog  and  iocatiog  military  land 
varfants,  and  for  other  parposesj"  was  read  twice, 
ud  eonmiued  to  the  Conmittee  on  the  Poblie 
Laada. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  CalbouNj  from  the  Committee  on  National 
Currency,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  currency 
within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins  of 
Great  Britaia,  Portugal,  France,  and  Spain,  and 
the  crowns  of  France  and  five  franc  pieces  of 
Napoleon ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  coaunitted 
to  a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Calboon  also  laid  hafora  the  House  the 
IbUowittg  letter  frdm  the  Seeretary  of  the  Trca- 

VUft 

TaaAsvBT  DarAKnmiT,  Monk  19, 1810. 

8iBt  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  dated  die  10th  instant,  making  the  fol* 
lowing  inquiries  oa  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  the 
National  Cunency : 

1st.  **  Is  it  practicable  or  eipedient,  at  present,  to 
oellect  the  dues  of  GoTemmeot  in  gold,  silver,  and 
eopper  coins,  Treasury  notes,  and  notes  of  such  banks 
as  pay  specie  for  Iheir  bills  I** 

3d.  **  If  this  be  not  pacticable  or  expedient,  at  pres- 
ent, when  ought  an  act  directing  the  does  of  GoTern- 
BMut  to  be  >o  paid,  to  go  into  efiect,  and  what  ought 
to  be  the  notisions  of  sndi  an  actl" 

ad.  «•  Would  it  be  agpedient,  after  the  1st  of  No- 
vember next,  or  at  any  other  tim^  to  inciesse  tte  du- 
ties on  stamps  on  the  notes  <ii  such  banks  u  do  not 
pay  in  specie  1" 

4lh.  **  Are  there  any  oUnrmeasurefl  that  it  woidd  be 
expedient  to  reeort  to  for  that  purpose  V*  ' 

As  a  brief  conaideration  of  Ae  general  subject  of 
your  letter  wfll  silted  the  best  bnndstion  for  specific 
aaamrs  to  the  questions  which  have  been  proposed,  I 
prnr  the  Indulgence  of  the  eemmlttee  In  the  adoption 
of  that  course. 

Whan  the  banks,  during  ttte  Sunuier  of  1814,  sus* 
pended  the  payment  of  their  notes  in  coin,  the  Trea- 
sury notes  wbidi  bad  been  tisoed,  were  manifostly 
faMoapetent,  both  in  amoont  and  credit,  to  ooostltnte 
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a  Bubstttate  fcr  die  metsBhi  oaiTeney.  A  declaralton, 
therefore,  at  that  time,  that  the  Oovemment  would 
only  accept,  in  payment  ofthererenaeigirid  and  silver^ 
lYessoiy  notes  or  bank  notes  payable  on  demand  in 
coin,  would  have  been  equivalent  to  a  denial  of  the 
means  for  paying  the  duties  and  taxes,  at  the  vaty 
crisis  that  rendered  indispensable  a  strict  enfbrcecaent 
of  the  obligation  to  psy  them.  Nor  could  such  a  dse- 
laration  have  been  mperly  af^ed  to  the  loans  ^Ml 
the  neeesrities  cf  the  Treuury  required.  A  sabaerip- 
tion  in  eida  was  not  to  be  ezpeeied ;  a  aobecriptiea 
in  Treasury  notes  could  not  yield  any  active  aid  for 
general  purposes ;  and  eosseqoently  a  subscriptieain 
the  local  currencies  of  die  several  Statea  most  have 
been  eontemplsted  as  Ae  diief  resource  for  procuring 
the  poblie  supplies,  as  well  as  for  diecbargiog  the  pobUe 
engagements.  Under  s  sense,  therefon^  of  the  necesnty 
which  seems,  for  a  time,  to  have  reeoneiled  the  whole 
nation  to  the  saapennon  of  mments  in  ootai,  the 
Trmsniy  continued  to  receive  bank  notes.  In  satisla» 
tion^eveiy  pabKc  claim  and  demand ;  and  Congress, 
after  a  session  (rf  six  months,  sdjoamed  on  the  Sd  of 
March,  181(^  withont  iathnating  any  objecUon,  or 
making  any  provirion,  npon  the  subject. 

The  same  state  of  things  continued  throughout  the 
year  1816.  In  the  annual  estimates  communicated  to 
Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session, 
it  wss  stated,  that  the  aggregate  amount  which  would 
probably  be  realised  and  received  at  the  Treasury  du- 
ling  1810,  from  revenne  sod  loans,  might  be  plamd  at 
the  sum  of  about  930,400,000.  Bot  tlte  gross  amount 
of  Treasuiy  notea  issued  and  nttredeemed  in  1811^ 
could  not  be  averaged  higher  than  #16,000,0001  and 
the  amount  in  actual  circnlatioa  mast  be  takra  at  a 
much  1ms  enm;  for,wheneverandwlwravartheme»> 
suiy  notes  rose  to  par,  and  above  par,  they  wer^  for 
divions  reasons,  withheld  from  the  ordinary  uses  in 
exchange.  Nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  the  Tresaory 
to  augment  the  iMue  of  Treasury  notes  lieyond  the 
immediate  demand  for  fiscsl  purposes.  Treasury  notes 
have  not  hitherto  been  rq|anled  by  Ihe  law  as  a  snb> 
stitote  for  the  naUonal  currencty,  and  the  authmt^  to 
icsue  them  is  only  grsnted,  as  an  auxiliary  for  supply- 
ing the  occssionid  deficiencies  of  the  revenoe.  In  the 
New  England  fMates  atone,  (he  banks  still  professed 
to  psy  their  notes  upon  demand  in  gold  snd  silver ; 
but,  in  foct,  the  issues  of  bsnk  notes  in  that  quarter 
bavs  proved  inadequate  to  meet  the  wants  of  ihe  oom< 
mnoity ;  and  the  revenue  is  alanat  entiiely  eelleeted 
in  Tressttty  notes,  which  have  been  poiekasod  at  a 
considerable  diseoont.  It  is  eertein,  therefore,  that 
aeilhsr  Treasury  notes,  nor  dseolatiBg  coin,  nor  the 
netee  orbanke  paying  in  eoin,  could  mrniA,  in  ISIA, 
a  snAoieot  medimn,  to  satisfy  the  sjaonat  af  the 
dutiss,  taxes,  snd  loans,  for  tin  ysar.  Bnt,  it  is  import* 
ant  here  to  add,  that  while  the  interior  of  tbe  enw 
try  was  as  destitute  of  a  oorrsnoy  of  ooin,  as  Ihe  cilisa 
and  tewna  upon  die  AUaMii^  tbe  Treasniy  note  ma- 
diom  was,  in  ^ct,  meoepeliaed  by  the  eemmarflW 
cities;  ud  the  local  banks  fomished  att  the  mmm 
which  the  plntsror  the  former  oould  ooUsctfar  the 
peyment  efhis  tent  or  hi«  tax. 

During  the  year  1810,  tbe  eflbcts  of  the  late  wr 
upon  public  and  private  credit  were  BtiQ  felt ;  and  tw 
extraordinary  event,  which  Involved  Europe  in  a  new 
conflict,  thrtetened  a  continnaoce  of  the  drain  upon 
our  gold  and  silver;  to  be  sugmented,  according  to  a 
gsneml  auprebension,  by  tbe  force  of  an  nnfevoraUe 
balanee  ottr^t.  Under  such  dieanutances,  ifce  iea> 
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'tontioD  of  ,B«tioa«l  eomncr  of  coin  OMUd  not 
0tMt  to  b«  dMinbl« ;  bat  it  noit  b«ooio«  mora  (liffi- 
««lt  iB  the  tooompluluiMnt.  Tlw  ■ItomtUfe  ime  of 
the  Bwuwre  doMrvod,  tberafore,  the  raoet  Mrioua  com- 
^mtfon ;  ftod  it  wu  to  bo  dotumined,  not  on^  upon 
^■an  of  fiscal  iateiMt  ud  •ooommodatiMi,  hot  apon 
niMiplM  of  lutiooal  peli^  and  jnitice.  The  aoamt 
fwnee  «f  Hjeeting  buk  notos,  whkih  wen  not  paid 
MdnModin  coin,  (if  oiichpeynMnUwcnnottberobT 
iwdewd  geatnl)  most  bm  been  to  ^nt  ethuud  the 
DnMiiiiTin  flf  the  i«t«bim,  in  point  of  tune  end  in  pmnt 
«f  prodttot;  to  dtfcoiorate  (if  not  to  deetnty)  the  onlj 
•d«iMte  BMdinai  of  exohrage,  edi^ited  by  the  com- 
■M  eoMent  of  the  netion»  ia  e  cam  of  extreme  necea- 
Mto ;  ud,  ia  ehert,  to  ahake  the  vecj  fiNwdatioBa  of 
yrifiwte  piepertjr.  Thepomiaof  thaTieaaaiyZki^art- 
aMntwofa  cmnted,  fi>r  porpoaae  oontetapUted  bv  the 
Luialatnmni making  the  grant;  botiti>BotbdM«ed, 
thnt  •  oas*  attaadad  with  oiMaautancea  ao  extnwdi* 
Mif,  •B^vadag  inlanata  ao  eiMudTe,  and  invotTing 
eaMefoetiosB  lo  uaportant,  wai  at  anj  time  antieipa- 
tod  die  LagialaUin ;  or  tlkat  it  coald  be  properly 
•Digeeled  to  ai^  other  than  the  legislative  agracy. 
Having,  therafne^  Bade  aawal  iBafibotud  altamptoto 
rafiwre  the  pabtic  embatraaaiaant^  it  was  deemeo  the 
daCj  of  the  departneat  to  rapoae,  with  conAdence, 
vpea  the  wiadom  and  aothori^  of  Congreai.  ibr  die 
•pplicatiaa  of  a  remedy  aoited  to  the  laalady  of  Uie 


The  period  haa  amved  whea  each  a  rema^  nuy 
he  eeMhr  aad  aareljr  apfdiad.  The  opinion  ezpieMed 
m  the  Treawuy  report  of  the  6lh  of  December  laat,  ii 
«liU  hawevet  eatertained,  Ibat  the  currency  in  coin 
ewaotatOBce  be  restored  ;  that  it  oan  only  be  restored 
tbimgh  a  gradoal  redoction  of  the  amoaat,  attended 
by  aa  amelioration  i4  the  value  of  the  existing  paper 
aiaiUaait  and  that  the  aiearara  of  refium  most  origi- 
Mta  with  the  State  haaka.  It  has  beea  said,  indeed, 
dnt  those  fairtitatieasliave  already  begun  the  sahUaiy 
warit  t  that  Hte  amouat  ot  their  discounU  has  been 
Mdaeed ;  that  the  issoes  of  their  paper  have  been  re- 
alriolad;  and  that  preparations  are  made  Sat  convert- 
iag  their  cartel  ol  -pabtic  stock  into  the  mere  legiti- 
aate  cafntal  of  gold  and  silver.  Public  confidence 
■Mst  natossUy  toUow  these  just  and  jadicioas  ssnnge- 
aeais;  Imt  the  intecpositiMi  of  the  Oovcmmeat  vriD 
still  be  reqairsd,  to  aaeaia  a  auaeosafnl  msuU. 

It  mtisCati  dl  CiMSs  ba  a  deUeiAa  task  to  oaact  the 
pafBsaat  ef  datiss  and  tues  ia  geld  aad  alver,  bafcsa 
tfaa  Tsassaiy  is  prqnsad,  ind^ondent  of  any  oeatia- 
fftKft  I*  ^se  an  asiaraacB  that  the  pubUo  oNditon 
shall  be  p^  ia  the  same  er  an  eqaivalent  madfam. 

however,  Jt  National  Bank  be  now  established,  this 
aasaanMemqr  beeonfideatly  givea;  aad  itis  bebeved 
that  the  spfMhensian  will  prove  aafcaAded,  whieh 
Mflgesto- that  the  issae  eC  bank  paper  wtU  be  ineseaaedi 
aa*  eeassywntjy  will  daasadato  by  tha  apicalian  of 
sMfc  m  aatilBtian.  A  dsaaad  &r  Oa  msc  af  the 
Halieaal  Bank  nay  diminish  the  demand  for  the  paper 
«f  tta  Slate  baalu,  ba^  >Aw  tha  restorathm  of  the 
oatraacy  in  ooin,  the  whde  issne  of  bank  paper  will 
be  regulated  by  the  whde  jeMnd  i  and  the  fnpof 
tioB  of  the  issue  to  be  eo^yed  by  the  National  Bank 
aad  the  State  banks,  respectiTely,  will  be  the  subject  of 
a  &ir  competition,  without  afiecttng  the,  public  inter- 
ests w  convenience.  If,  therefiin,  tha  State  banks 
ham  lasnmed  the  payment  of  their  notes  ia  coin,  be- 
fcra  the  National  Bank  shall  bs  organit^,  there  will 
ha  no  harstd  of  4isa|^ffiataifii^  ia  proniuag  a  ^iinilir 


paymaat  to  the  phUic  croditoaii  hat  «vaa  if  ihaAhe 
not  the  case,  the  haurd  will  be  aUght,  oeniidaii«(  eB 
the  legislative  precautions  which  it  is  aroiwaad  is 
adopL  Added  to  the  metallie  capital  of  tha  HatiaMl 
Bank,  the  dqposUes  of  the  revenue,  cdlected  ia  gtU 
and  aiher,  maat  he  a  sufficient  bssis  fx  a  malatioa 
ofc^;  as  tha  nsea  for  the  paper  of  the  bank*  axtaad- 
ing  throughout  the  nation,  will  be  constant  aa  waD  at 
anifonn. 

-  Under  diese  general  impies^ons  I  have  ibe  hona 
to  snbaiit  the  epeeifle  upswais  to  yooriattfifn^  Che 

following  form  ; 

1.  That  It  be  made  bylaw  the  doty  of  th«  fteeretair 
of  the  TVeasnry  to  give  public  notice  that,  from  wm. 
after  the  S  1st  day  of  December  next,  it  will  not  be  hw- 
ftil  to  receive  ia  payment  to  the  United  States,  aay- 
diing  bat  gold,  diver,  Kid  c«i^  coins,  ooaatilBtiag 
Ae  lawfal  natimial  cmtenqr ;  imvfded,  that  the  Bbo- 
retaiy  of  the  iVeasnry  may,  as  heretofore,  anthsftas 
and  dlow  the  recdpt  of  the  notes  of  sndi  baaka  « 
may  pay  their  notes,  ob  demand,  in  the  lawfiil  money 
of  the  United  States. 

S.  That,  from  and  after  the  aame  day,  it  shall  net 
be  lawfal  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Tteasoi  j  to  aatheriaa 
or  allew  depedtee  of  the  levanae  to  be  Biad^  orta  be  asB* 
tianed,  fai  any  bank  whush  dull  not  pay  its  uetas  whan 
denaadad,  in  tha  lawM  money  of  the  UaHad  SWIib 

3.  That,  from  and  after  the  same  day,  it  shaU  bo  tha 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  take  legal 
measures  for  (Ataiaiag  payment,  in  the  lawful  money- 
of  the  United  States,  of  all  notes  or  sums  en  depesito, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  issued  by,ot  depoutad 
in,  any  bank  which  sbatl  not  then  pay  its  notes  and 
depositeB,  on  demand,  in  die  Iswfol  mon^  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States. 

4.  That,from  and  after  the  same  day,  tin  Botastf 
banks  and  banfcsn  shaB  be  dwged  vritii  a-gradaatad 
stsmp  duty,  advanced  at  least  two  handled  par  asat 
upon  the  present  du^,  without  ttte  privilege  of  earn- 
matatioa ;  saviag,  ia  tlut  rospeot,  aH  existing  oeolrasli: 
Provided,  That  if  sny  banks  or  bankers  shsU,  oa  ar 
before  the  1st  of  Novomber  next,  notiiy  the  Seo- 
retsry  of  the  Trwuurj  that  their  notes  will  be  paid  in 
coin,  upon  demand,  aftw  the  Slat  of  December ;  and  if 
it  be  proved  to  his  satisfaction  that,  after  that  day,  pay- 
meat  was  so  Blade,  dten,  with  respect  to  audi  hnks 
or  bankets,  the  rate  of  duty  and  the  priTilege  of  com- 
mutation  shall  lemaln  as  now  established  by  Uv. 

Although  the  sooosasof  diasa  laauuiaa  is  halinaM 
degree  doubted,  it  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  tf  it 
ever  shall  beceiae  necessary  to  increase  their  Ibros, 
provision  might  be  made,  andsr  the  Coasatntkail 
pewer  of  Congress,  to  suii^eet  all  banks  and  hankss^ 
failing  to  pay  tneir  notes,  accerdiDg  to  the  termacf  As 
contract,  te  a  seisase  (tf  their  estates  and  aAct%  for 
the  benefit  of  their  oreditua,  as  in  a  oaaa  oi  Isfil 
bankruptcy. 

I  cannot  conclude  llus  letter,  without  an  sxyiisisiia 
of  some  soBcitade,  at  the  areesnt  mtaation  of  the  Ti» 
sary.  The  State  banks  have  ceased  to  afford  any  afr 
eommodation  for  the  transfor  of  its  funds.  Tlw  rem- 
nae  ii  P*!*!  (*>  siceady  stated^  in  IWauiy  nata^ 
where  Treesory  notee  are  below  par ;  and  tha  pabtti 
engagements  can  only  be  satirfsclorily  diaohargaiii 
Treasury  notes,  which  are  immediately  fiutdad  atamt 
per  cent.  Where  Treaaaiy  notes  an  above  asikthe 
local  acfiomnUtionof  bank  oie£ts  is  beyond  Ibb  beal 
demands,  and  the  ezoesa  cannot  ha  aasd  alssahwa 
Discontent  and  ^ecalatiea  are  abi*ad{  aad  all  ftt 
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Mteatwof  dM  unointof  Um  fiuiM  d4>t,  cnMed 
MBM  Ae  csmuBcenoitof  the  Uta  war,  will  nrebablj 
ftiltunlwi  UwwiidoiB  trf  CongnM  ihall  MBctu^llx 
NKnids  fv&t       TMtoiatioD  of  an  aidiim^ 
Conanqr. 
I  havB  the  hama  to  &e. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Hoi.  J.  0.  CiuevVt  CAatnaon,  4^ 

TAX  ON  STILLS. 

Ao  engnwMi  MU,  mUiM  "  An  ut  to  abotiib 
tke  exutiBg  datia  on  spiriti  disiillad  within  the 
United  States,  and  to  lay  other  duties  in  lien 
those  at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers 
or  spirituous  liquors,"  was  read  the  third  time } 
and  on  theqoestioB,SbsU  this  bill  pass?  itoassed 
in  the  affirmalire — yeas  118,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Htmm.  Adgatet  Alexasder,  Arober,  Athet- 
ton,  Bakar.  BiMtt,  BatMnan.  BeaoMt.  Belts,  Biid- 
Mlt,  Blount,  Boss,  Biadbiuy,  Biooka,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Ga^,  Calboan«  Champion,  Cb^^U,  Cillsy^  Clarke 
of  N.  Cardina,  Clark  of  KantDcli?,  Clayton,  Clanden- 
nin*  Corns tock,  Condict*  Conner,  Cooper,  Crawford, 
Ciocberoo,  Guthbart,  DarGngton,  Darenpctft,  Dosha, 
Edmids,  Forney,  Oaston,  Ob<dMn«  GMo,  Ooodwyn, 
Oroivanor,  Rahn,  Hale,  Hid,  Haounond,  Heroin, 
Hewes,  Henderson,  Herbert,  Hopfcinson,  Hvger,  log- 
ham,  Irrins  of  Ifew  York,  Jewett,  Jkthnaon  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lani^don,  Law,  Lewis,  Leve,  Lowndse,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Maclay,  Manb,  Mneen,  Mayrant,  MoOey, 
HaLean  of  KaMtwihy,  MeLe«i  of  Ohio,  Middlaton, 
Mihsor,  Moore,  Hoaalay,  Nelaon  of  Maaaai^wetta,  Mel- 
■wm  of  Tiigi^  Partis  Pickeaa,  PiAerinv,  Pipsr, 
Powell,  Reed,  Bobortaen,  Soot,  Rtm,  Safglu,  Sar^, 
Smith  of  HuyUad,  ftnilh  of  Va.,  Senthasd,  Steama, 
Strong.  Sturges,  Tanart,  Tate,  Tanl,  Taylor  of  Ntm 
York,  Taylor  of  8.  CaroUna,  Talfid^  Tbroop,  Tawn- 
send,  Tnckv,  Wallaoe,  Ward  of  New  Toik,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Webeter,  Wendovw,  Whiteaide,  WUcoi^ 
WOde,  Wflkin.  Willon^y,  William  Wilaon,  Tates. 

^AYa—Heaars.  Baer,  Breiskenridge,  BurweQ,  Col* 
paper,  Goldsberongb,  Hongerford,  Johnson  of  Virginia 
McKoe,  Newton,  Rudolph,  Roane,  Stanfind,  Tose. 
UQUIDATION  OF  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  lo  iwoTidefor  the  adjasiaeotof  eertwn 
Mcounta,  in  which  papers  or  Touebere  hare  bven 
lost,  was  withdrawn  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  it  bad  been  referrad  -,  and  the 
HoBaa  proceeded  lo  eeaoidar  the  bill. 

AAar  a  coad  deal  of  daenaauM  on  the  *f  inei- 
ple  ai  velfM  tha  dettilaaf  the  bill  (to  wlMb  sm- 
oryamoidmaDtawaEa  oficred)— in  which  Messrs. 
JoanoM  of  Eennieky,  Lo vkdes,  PAnnia,  Qolo, 
and  others,  snpported  the  bill ;  and  BIcssrs.  Pit- 
kin, Hdobr,  noFKinaoM,  and  others, onwsed  it— 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroased  lor  a  third 
leading. 

The  House  then^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lovnvn. 
went  ioio  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ifae  bill 
to  repeal  the  dnties  on  household  furniture,  and 
on  gold  and  silrer  waicbes ;  to  which  no  amend- 
ment being  ofi^ed,  the  Committee  proceeded  to 
ndte  itp  the  bill  to  regulate 

TH£  TABIFP; 
whieb,  bnnns  been  md  thraogh,  mi  Mba*  uf 
by  atetisM— 


Me>  Stb«h«  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  hy  atrilf- 
ing  out  the  clause  which  imposes  a  duty  of  35  per 
eeot.  ad  valorem  on  imported  woollen  and  oouon 
manufiictares  of  atJ  descriptions,  and  to  sabsti- 
tute  a  piorlaion  UDoosing  a  tax  of  33^  per  eent. 
00  manoftetnrea  oi  cotton,  and  88  per  ocnu  an 
those  of  wool. 

This  motion  involving  the  queatien  to  what 
extent  domeatio  fahriea  shall  be  encouraged  % 
protecting  duties  en  foreign  manufactures — 

Mr.  Stboho  suftported  bis  motion,  and  the 
expediency  of  making  the  doty  on  the  imported 
articles  higher  ttiao  was  proposed  by  the  hill. 

Ml.  LowHsaa  rose  and  replied  to  Mr.  STnoHa 
on  -the  question  of  extending  the  duty,  taking  a 
clear  and  com^bensive  view  of  the  subject  of 
{wotecting  duues  generally  ;  supporting  the  sys- 
tem proposed  by  the  trill,  and  staling  the  motiviis 
which  induced  the  Committee  of  Ways  aod 
Means  to  report  a  smaller  duty  on  the  artiel^a 
namcd^ban  was  reoommeaded  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  Sk. 

Mr.  SwTB)  of  Maryland,  eommanced  aone 
remarks  on  the  snbjaei,  but  not  n&tioipatii^t  that 
the  qncstiu  would  be  put  to^y,nad  wishing  to 
refer  to  some  ootaa  not  by  him,  oa  moved  that  the 
Committee  rise. 

The  Committae  then  rose,  reported  the  bill  to 
repeal  the  tax  on  furniture  and  wntohae— whieh 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  roadiag— 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  hilt  to  ng^ 
nlate  the  tariff  of  duties. 

THE  HILITART  STAFF. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JoBmon,  of 
Keotnoky,  resolrad  itself  into  a  Ooiuailtee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  UU  to  organize  a. general  staff  fiar 
tha  Army. 

Mr.  JoanaoN  then  entered  into  a  detailed  oon^ 
parative  view  of  the  staff  proposed  by  the  biU 
with  that  which  aaiatad  donag  tha  war,  to  ahow 
that  Ike  Uililary  CommiUea  bad  aflC  recnan 
mended  an  aMrangaiU  ain^  ar  «ne  gvenlar  te 

froparikm  to  tha  mauAwr  of  man  raiaiaed  on  tha 
ence  EsuUiahment  than  was  allowed  aadifaaaA 
necessary  dnring  the  wac. 

Mr.  Skits,  ^  Maryland,  foUaw«d  Mr»  ioa»- 
aoM  in  support  of  the  general  objaai  of  iba  tM, 
hot  Mgraited  there  was  net  a  gntnter  pn^peadoa 
of  aftcera  allovad  ibr  tha  Quartermaatar's  4ft> 
partment,  the  value  and  necessity  of  whaaa  «a»- 
vieas  he  enforead  by  a  few  raoMtlcs. 

Tha  ComariWoe  then  peeeaedad  in  the  rnaaid 
eraiion  of  the  bill,  aod  adapted  aevaral  aaiaor 
aaaottdmcau  at  the  snggeallan  of  Mr.  ioHNtON, 
of  KMktaeky. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Tatldx,  No*- 
Terk^  to  atrihe  from  Ae  bill  the  akose  whfcb 
ptttvioes  £»r  «ha  ratentisB  of  cortnin  ataff  offiaent 
who  bad  been  previsioaaUy  reuioed  bjr  the  Praa- 
ident  of  tlw  Uaited  Staiaa  ainea  tiM  tuna  of  r»- 
dnciog  the  Aoay  to  tha  Peace  fialahliahnenk 
Mr.  T.  thougbt  this  clause  interfered  wi4h  tha 
CooAitniioaal  power  of  the  PlesideM  nod  8c*nie 
to  Ml  oAaea,  Although  tha  oiteaia  aUudad  M 
had  4een  in  the  nrviea^And  had  been  gnaMd  m 
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Iw  the  Pmidrat  and  Seoate,  iber  w*n  now  (o 
aU  iatenta  private  eiiizcDB,  aod  this  bill  -would 
t^fltie  tbem  ioio  oflSee  a^in  wiihoqt  allowioff 
the  Pmident  to  act  in  the  case.  Mr.  T.  decUred 
Ibai  bis  mottoo  aroae  from  do  want  of  respect  for 
tbe  charaotera  of  tbe  geotlemcD  referred  to  io 
the  bill. 

Mr.  JoBMSOM,  of  KenlBckr,  said  be  tboi^bi, 
fostcad  of  the  biU  Iq^slaltng  those  person*  into 
^ee,  the  motion  wunid  l^islate  them  oat  of 
olBee,  and  he  was  opposed  to  tbe  latter  legislatioo 
w  much  as  to  ibe  formn.  He  denied  ibat  tbey 
were  redaced  to  tbe  rank  of  prirate  citizen^  aod 
asserted  that  they  had  been  coDsiaotly  la  service. 
After  some  fortber  remarks  by  Mr.  J.  to  prove  the 
impropriety  of  carrying  those  officers  a^in  before 
the  Senate,  and  to  establiab  the  proprielr  of  tbe 
elaose  sk  it  stood  in  the  bill — 

Ur.  Hulbbbt  said  he  would  not  sanction  tbe 
elaaM  if  he  thoug bt  itsoseeptibleof  the  eooHtrnc- 
lion  given  to  it  by  Mr.  Tatlor  }  but  tbe  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  bad  already  done  tbeir  duty,  and 
as  those  officers  were  now  in  officer  and  had  been 
ao  ever  since  their  appointment,  he  could  see  no 
rcasoo  for  going  through  tbe  process  again,  or 
troubling  the  Semite  to  lepent  its  former  de- 
eieiOD,  «e. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Picuama  against 
the  propositioo — 

Mr.  Tatlor*s  motion  was  decided  in  tbe  n^- 
•Uve. 

Tbe  Committee  having  gone  through  the  Staff 
bill,  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JouNeOH,  to  take 
up  the  bill  to  establish  an  addiiional  military 
undeiDf  {  which  having  been  read- 
Mr.  PioKumo  siiid  it  bad  occurred  to  him  that 
^visions  might  be  incorporated  into  this  bill 
which  would  make  it  much  more  useAil,  by  ex- 
tending it  to  navU  as  welt  as  military  ^oang  men ; 
and  as  West  Point  would,  to  his  opinion,  be  a 

Ciwr  iituaiioa  for  the  iosiruetion  of  both,  he 
prefMred  a  snbMitute  for  the  present  bill, 
whieh  with  permtssioa  be  would  read. 

Mr.  P.  ibw  offimd,  aa  an  amendment  to  tbe 
hill,  a  subaliiote,  embracing  in  detail  the  view 
anbeuntislly  stated  by  him;  whieh  was  received 
wfthooi  objection,  and  sabsequenily  the  House 
eedered  it  to  be  printed. 

No  other  motion  beiM  mad^  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  biUs  whh  their  aeveml 
•BBCodments;  and 

Tbe  Hunse  proceeded  lo  consider  tbe  amend- 
ments to  the  general  staff  bill;  which  were  suc- 
cessively agreed  to. 

An  incfleetual  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BuTTa 
to  reduce  the  numberof  judge  ndvocalespropooed 
from  three  to  one. 

Mr.  JoHinoR  had  made  an  unsuccessful  mo- 
tion, in  Committee,  to  add  a  section  to  the  bill 
Mtborixiag  the  President  oS  the  Ooiled  St^ee  lo 
wnploy  five  ihonsand  d^lars  in  the  parehMo  of 
eermin  milituy  eharu  and  snmys  owned  by 
William  Tatham. 

Mr.  MiLMii,  of  Virginia,  now  renewed  this 
Motion,  which  be  snniorted  with  seal  and  feeling, 
w  the  graonA  of  the  RevohiUuBnry  senioea  « 


Colonel  Tatham,  and  tbe  vmlae  of  the  eberu  and 
maps  wbtcb  it  was  proposed  to  pare  base  for  dn 
use  of  the  nation. 

The  motion  was  supported  also  by  Mr.  Consicr, 
and  oroosed  by  Mr.  Hall,  and  carried — y eti  48, 
nays  4i. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  eagioased,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 

TasanDAT,  Mareh  Si. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lrisnds,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  tbe  resolution  therein  eoDMined  was  eon< 
eorred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Ben^edi  That  it  is  raexpedient  at  this  time  to 
establish  a  land  office  for  tbe  sale  of  public  lands 
at  the  town  of  Arkansas,  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, or  at  tbe  town  of  Jackson,  in  the  eooaty  of 
Cspe  CKrardeau,  in  tbe  same  Territory. 

Mr.  NiLSOH,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  lo  limit 
:  the  right  of  appeal  from  tbe  circuit  conrt  of  tbe 
United  States  lor  theDtstrictof  Colombia,"  with 
an  amendment;  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House ;  and  tbe  said  ameodmeat  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  «  lUtd 
time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryiend,  the 
SecreUry  of  War  was  directed  to  inform  this 
House  what  eooree  has  been  paruicd  by  Um  Wu 
Department  as  to  the  paymentoClntenstlii  enaes 
where  bills  have  been  drawn  on  the  Department 
for  money  actually  received  by  a  public  wnt, 
and  which  bills  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Secretary  to  pay  for  want  tf  fliads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsytb,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  insimeted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  annual  allow- 
ance to  Ministers  of  tbe  United  Slates  to  foreign 
nations,  and  of  allowing  annual  salaries  to  the 
Consuls  of  tbe  United  States  at  foreign  ports. 

An  engrossed  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  deft«yiog  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  tbe  public  credit,  by  laying  doiiee 
on  household  furniture  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches,"  wss  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  li- 
quidation of  certain  claims,  and  for  other  pot- 
poses."  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paased. 

MILITARY  STAFF. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  organize  a  general  staff 
for  the  Army,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  after  repeating  his 
objections  to  that  clause  of  tbe  bill  which  pro- 
vides for  retaining  certain  officers  (deemed  by 
him  not  to  be  in  service)  without  the  farther 
sanction  of  tbe  President  and  Seuate,«od  the  ne- 
cessity he  was  therefore  under  votuu  against 
a  bill  whose  objeeu  he  approved,  if  the  enuse  was 
not  modified— and  for  the  purpoae  ttf  luring  the 
bill  made  conformahle  to  hu  views  un  this  point, 
he  moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  MtlitAry 
Committee. 

Meaara.  Hall,  Root,  and  HABsiii,i«^celiviriy 
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lapported  the  recommitmeDt  on  the  groaod  of 
objection  to  the  tecUoa  or  the  bill,  yesterday 
adopted,  to  appropriate  five  tbotisaod  dollars  for 
the  parclmse  of  militar]r  maps  and  charts. 

Mr.  Nblbon.  of  Tirgioia,  opposed  the  recom- 
miimeDt,  and  supported  that  orovisioa  of  the  biU 
which  was  the  ^oond  of  tae  latter  otneetion. 
which  lorncd  entirely  on  the  merita  of  CoUmel 
Tatham,  the  owner  of  the  maps  Which  it  was 
eoDiempIaled  to  porehase,  wid  tm  valae  of  the 
tharfa^  dbc 

The  motion  to  reeommit  the  bill  waa  agreed  to, 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  relate  the 
daiies  on  imports,  &c. 

Air.  Stbomo  withdrew  the  notion  he  made 
yesterday  to  increase  the  duty  on  imported  cot- 
tons  and  woollens ;  and 

Bfr.  Clat  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in* 
creasing  the  duty  on  imported  cottons  from  twen- 

8 'five  to  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cenL  Mr. 
.  made  this  motion,  he  said,  to  try  the  sense  of 
theHoose  as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  was  willing 
logo  in  protecting  domestic  mnnofaetares — a** 
saming  that  there  was  no  diOereoee  of  opinion 
on  the  pri^rieijr  of  sneh  {wocection,  bat  only  on 
the  degreo  to  whioh.  enfloamganent  ahonla  be 
carried.  He  proceeded  to  advocate  a  thoroogh 
and  decided  protection  by  ample  duties  and  sup- 
ported his  motioD  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maiyland,  replied  to  Mr.  Cut, 
and  argaed  against  increasing  the  duty  beyond 
the  amount  recommended  ia  the  bill.  Mr.  8. 
took  a  very  wide  view  of  the  subject  j  diMUssing 
separately  and  fully  the  effect  which  would  be 
prodaoed  by  the  proposed  duties  on  commerce  on 
mannfaotures,  oa  agriculture,  and  on  the  revenue, 
and  staling  iocideotalty  some  abjections  to  the 
bill,  and  to  the  reoommendatioos  of  the  Secretary 
tii  the  Tteasnry.  He  was  in  iavoc  of>  protecting 
dome»tie  fabrics,  but  diffisred  frpm  Mr.  Cut  as 
to  the  extent  of  that  protection. 

Mr.  LowHDES  followed  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ciar, 
and  in  reply  also  to  Mr.  Sutra's  objection*  lo  tlie 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He 
entered  into  an  ample  and  pariienlar  defence  of 
the  system  reported  on  the  sobieoi  by  the  oom- 
aittee  ;  when  the  question  on  Mr.  Cuv'a  molioa 
was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  61,  nays  43. 

Mr.  PiCKfiRiHO  then,  with  the  view  ot  substi- 
tuting an  ad  valorem  dutjr,  moved  to  strike  out 
that  clause  of  the  firstsectioo  which  provides  that 
all  cotton  cloths,  (except  nankeens^)  the  original 
ecBt  of  which  at  toe  place  whence  imported  shsU 
be  less  than  twenty-fire  eenu  per  square  yard, 
•ball  be  taken  to  have  cost  tweoty-five  oeou  per 
square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  doty  ac- 
cordingly. 

Tbia  motion  gave  rise  to  further  debate,  in 
which  lha  expedianey  of  proteciiog  datjea  and 
tkeir  extent  wen  diseossed  at  moea  Imgth.  It 
was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Lowndsh,  Stbono,  and  Tatlob,  and 
MgntiTcd-^nly  eight  or  im  rising  ia  its  &t«. 


Mr.  Gut  (hen  renewed  his  motion  in  a  modi- 
fied shape,  by  pri^Hisittg  to  exieod  the  dnty  oa 
cotton  goods  10  thirty  pw  cent,  in  lien  of  tweatr* 
fire. 

Mr.  C.  advocated  this  motion  still  more  at 
length  than  the  first— replying;  to  many  of  Mr. 
Smith's  arguments,  and  enteri^  largely  into  the 
general  qaeation  of  the  expediency  of  aSivding 
protection  to  our  own  manufactures. 

Mr.  RoavnTOON  replied  to  Mr.  Cut,  and 
swered  generally  the  objections  which  had  been 
urged  by  Mr.  C.  and  others  to  the  report  of  tba 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Moans,  which  he  do- 
fended  as  proposing  a  just  and  ample  proteettoa 
to  domestic  manowctures. 

Afier  Mr.  R.  concluded;  the  Committee  roe^ 
obtained  leave  to  ait  again,  and  the  House  ad- 
joorped. 

Fridat,  March  28. 
Mr.  BAsaaxT  submitted  the  following  reaobir 

tions : 

B9toM,  TtMt  a  Naval  Acaden^  be  ealaUHhed  st 
Wsshington,hi  eonast  of  pteftssoisead  teacheiak 
at  whioh  all  the  midshipMen  in  the  asrvice  of  ths  Unt 
ted  States  riwU  be  insteueted,  whw  not  in  aotnal  ssa* 
vice.  That  the  Seeretaiy  of  tfie  Navy  be  requhed  t» 
■djost  •  proper  plan,  to  select  s  proper  site,  to  cause  a 
just  estimate  of  the  expense,  kdo  rep«»t  thereon  la  the 
first  week  of  the  next  session  of  OoDgress. 

Setohed,  That  an  sble  teacher  be  jprorided  for  each 
seTenty-fi)ar  and  fortj-foor  in  oomnuuion,  whose  sat 

siy  shall  be  dollars.  There  shall  be  sDotted  to 

each  ship,  ss  above,  a  donUe  portion  at  least  of  mid^ 
diipmen,  snd  didr  thne  shaB  be  eqoally  divided  be- 
tween ship  duty  and  stody.  No  midsfaipinan  shsO  be 
allotted  to  any  of  the  srowler  vsssels  warn  he  has  been 
two  yean  at  least  in  service. 

Resoiotd,  That— ■asaber  of  spprentieea  be  en- 
Uni  amnally  to  the  United  States  to  be  msintafaied, 
and  iuetiuelaJ  ia  naval  asehkectars,  Jmagfatlng,  inm- 
ingh  all  die  braaehes  of  maAenatics,  gaoaietiy,  and 
aawgatiaa.  Their inslnotioB to dsa* with  twercasa 
eerviee  at  asa,  ae  esspeate,  in  a  vessel  of  the  Untied 
States. 

Afker  a  few  lamaAs  from  Mr.  BAiaarr,  ia 
wliish  ba  qnoied  tlia  examidfls  of  varteas  Bare* 
pean  eouotriee,  in  support «  hia  motton,  ihe  reea 
lotions  were  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OaMoaT,  the  Commits  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  taco 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  eompMitatioa 
now  allowed  by  law  to  the  ooUeotors  of  the  In- 
ternal revenue  of  the  United  States. 

The  Spbaub  laid  before  the  House  a  rnort  of 
the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury,  respecting  ibe  val- 
uation of  land^  lots,  dweUing-bouse, and  slaves,  ia 
Pennsylvania,  made  in  obedieace  to  the  resolu- 
tion or  ihe  House  of  the  7ih  insunt,  which  was 
ordwd  to  lie  oa  the  table. 

Mr.  Boawau^  from  the  Committee  of  Wa^ 
and  Meaas^  reported  a  bill  making  appropriatiow 
fof  the  auppori  of  the  Military  BstaUiahnent  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1816;  whiob  waa 
read  and  committed  to  the  Coouaiiteo  of  tha 
Wbola  upon  tha  satjeet  of  larenM 
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Bfr.  NtLSON,  of  VirginM,  from  dm  CsmarCiee 
M  the  Jndfeiarr,  reported  a  Mil  eooecrora;  Jofaa 
P.  Bluwell  ftDd  Hugh  H.  Maxwell ;  which  was 
raad  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Jeamoit,  of  Eeotnekr,  from  the  Military 
GDBiialtiee,  raparted  the  UltornoiziDg  ageoe- 
nU  alal^  mih  ait  ammdment  [strikiDg  oot  the 
hut  leeCiOD,  eoDtainii^  the  appreciation  of  fire 
thtdmd  daltain  for  the  parehaae  of  mifitarjr 
thsrts,  Ac] 

After  a  ihort  discassloa  on  the  jnopriety  of  the 
■meadment,  and  the  soppoeed  r^ueof  the  charts 
yefcrred  to,        the  ameodmeat  was  agreed  to 
bf  the  Hoase,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  ea 
freased  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Hoase,  on  motioa  of  Mr.  Forsttb,  re* 
•olred  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  coDceroiDg  aeulere  on  the  pablic  lands, 
which  passed  through  the  Committee,  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  without  ameodmeDt,  aod 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  limit  the  right  of 
appeal  fnm  the  Cinolt  Court  ef  the  ENstrlet  of 
CMombia.  wu  read  ft  third  time,  and  pawed. 

The  bill  auiboiteiDg  a  snbaeripfioii  tea  leeovd 
flthioB  of  tfae  poUie  nwumeats  bf  T.  BL  Wait 
4k  Co.,  passed  throogh  a  Committee  of  the  Whde, 
and  was  ordered  for  a  third  readlBg. 

THE  TAUFP. 

The  Hoase  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  pcgulate 
the  tariff  of  duties— Mr.  Clay's  notion  to  in- 
orease  the  duty  on  iaiported  cotton  cloths  to 
thirty  per  cent,  being  still  uader  coasidenuian. 

Mr.XHaa4ii  said,  he  bad  riaea  yesterday  for  iha 
purpose  of  replying  to  sane  ofaaarralieaa  (hat 
sere  made  kf  the  geiriieMBn  tnm  beiisiaaa^Mr 
BMMMaoN.)  aad  alaa  ifce  etaaicfliaa  of  tha  Oen» 
■Mttna  of  Wafn  aad  Msaas^  (Mr.  Lomran)*-^ 
had  BOt  iaivndcd  tbea  to  aovaar  moeh  ef  Ae 
•ian  of  the  Coamittee,  aa<d  he  sBonld  Mt  alMe 
tiM  iadalgence  he  bad  received  by  doing  it  now. 
Hariog  beea  a  member  of  the  committee  iftro 
Mponed  the  bill,  and  hartag  had  the  misfortoae 
to  he  ia  the  minority  whan  aome  wy  iBftporcaot 
pitaetples  bad  been  decided  by  that  oomraifMe, 
which  he  hoped  would  oot  now  be  the  eaae,  he 
tbonght  ic  his  doty  to  sabmit  aeme  of  the  views 
that  had  oceorrad  to  bin  in  the  oearse  of  the 


It  was  not  hie  intention  to  go  at  large  Into  (he 
diicassion  of  the  policy  ef  &e  Oeeemneat,  in 
eneooBagini  maaofaetares,  bat  he  shoatd  endea- 
TOr  to  eoafiae  huuelf  to  a  consideMitioa  of  the 
ntgaations  that  had  beea  urged  against  the  mo- 
mm.  bafo«  the  Honae,  whldt  he  had  aaderstood, 
bp  the  geaemt  eoarse  ef  the  aigoments,  to  be^ 
IsL  That  the  unonnt  of  datr  proposed,  was 
 ipatiUe  with  the  isoat  poUey  af  ilie  Gov- 


3d.  That  the  high  duties  on  imported  eotten 
aad  woollen  goods  wiU  iajare  the  navigatiDg  in- 
*«eiite  of  the  United  Slatoe. 

3d.  That  wa  oqght  to  ooafianaar  pwioarioa 


ef  manaflwtnres  ezelaairely  to  articles  of  ia|» 
pensable  necessity  in  tinn  of  war,  and  to  artides 
of  first  neeessity  id  time  of  peace. 

As  respects  the  rereooe  qoestion,  Mr.  L  aaid, 
he  had  not  expected  to  hare  eeea  (ne  dtaeawioa 
aesume  this  dtreettaa,  beeaase  Uie  gteac  prtoei- 
pie  involved  in  this  nil  was  oot  a  rerenue  prs- 
posttiofl.  CoDgress  bad  already  provided  bf  lav 
for  all  the  reveooea  demanded  by  the  ejdgeaeia 
of  the  Qorernment,  aod  the  only  velnlkMi  this 
bill  could  hare  to  the  revenue  was,  the  general 
limit  ef  the  a^r^ie  of  the  duties  to  be  impeoed. 
Its  great  primary  olyeet  was  to  make  such  a 
modification  of  duties  upon  the  various  articles 
of  iupoitatioa,  as  wonld  give  Ute  neeeaeary  aod 
proper  protection  and  support  to  the  agrieuhnre, 
manafactures,  and  commerce  of  the  coaaliy. 
The  revenue  is  only  an  inoidental  eo«i<ieraii(u, 
and  it  ought  not  to  bare  any  iaftaeaee  in  (he  dc* 
cisioo  upon  the  proposition  before  the  Conmlt- 
tee.  With  a  view  theo,  to  tfaeae  greet  ol^eeti, 
is  it  not  most  obrlously  the  policy  of  the  Ckirern- 
ttent  to  insure  t«  its  agriealture  the  adraotage  of 
a  bone  market,  tint  cannot  be  nflaeted  by  the 
caprice  nod  ventioos  Impoaitieas  of  foteign  na- 
tions f  The  principal  raw  nateiialt  used  in  aor 
mnnnfnciories  have  beeome  great  etaples  pf  sbe 
eoaatiT,  (he  value  of  which  wenld  be  greedy  in- 
oreaaed  by  a  demand  for  tfam  at  home,  na  wall 
as  many  other  articles,  tbet  cannot  now  find  a 
market  anywhere  else.'  Mr.  I.  said,  he  did  net 
intend  to  pursue  the  argnmoit  on  this  part  ef  the 
subject ;  it  was  only  necessary  to  menticm  it,  the 
iatell^oce  of  the  House  would  supply  the  emis- 
sieuk  Bat  the  manafaetori ag  interests  ave  nialty 
ooneeraed  in  the  fote  of  this  bill  and  its  details, 
k  is  beliered  that  not  less  than  9100,000^000  have 
been  inveeted  in  manufaotares,  in  the  oonrae  of 
the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  and  these  Airoieb,  fa 
limes  of  prosperity,  profitable  eapleyaMai  fo 
many  tfaouaands  of  persons  who  oeutd  pnean 
aiibnstflBea*iB  no  elur  way ;  they  eoaaaaia  vaic 
qnaaiiitee  ef  the  prodaets  of  tlw  oeoDtiy,  aad 
f  rente  a  demand  for  mw  nMierlals  whidi  are  im- 

Kned  from  abroad,  to  an  extent  oot  easily  be- 
ved  by  those  arhe  have  ne  praetieal  aoquaial- 
anee  with  the  fkets ;  ihcy  svpply  snbstnniwl  aad 
valanble  fabrics  for  the  etmiwaieace  aad  eeoiftnt 
of  the  people,  which  tbey  ean  pay  for  with  their 
sarplusprodactstttDdcootribete  to  the  eompletioa 
of  by  (heir  own  kbor.  The  revenue  qnestlen 
most,  tberelbre,  be  rexarded  as  a  miner  eonsMer- 
aiioo,  even  if  it  had  been  shewn  (whicfa  it  fans 
net)  that  the  proposed  daty  would  yield  ehher 
too  mueh  or  too  IttUe  revCTee.  Mr.  I.  said,  he 
eonsidered  this  bill  as  invotvlog  a  great  prineiple 
of  national  policy;  not  a  mere  eontriranee  to 
collet  taxes  from  the  people  in  the  easiest  vrey, 
wifhout  their  koowing  it,  but  a  menstwe ifuended 
aod  calculated  to  increase  their  eomfor^  hani- 
DesB>  and  wealth,  and  of  eourse  their  diapoeitiBtt 
and  abiUiy  to  pay  whatsoever  the  ezigeneiee  of 
the  Qoearmnent  may  reqnire,  and  as  a  neeeesarr 
coaseqneace  to  increese  and  perpetuate  the  ae- 
oorityy  the  peao^  and  especially  ^e  mdepea^ 
enoe  of  the  antiea.  Mr.  i.  snid,  ha  Mt  hiitta«ir 
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aitcfetbar  iDaomyetaot  to  d»  aayikunf  Ulee  jos* 
Uce  to  ibia  ^at  aad  istemliog  lalQaet ;  bat 
xe^aued  this  the  leai,  baeanae  be  Jmew  it  woald 
be  Aiacaaacd  by  tboae  wbo  c«aM  not  be  tadnlicd 
witb  a  aiaoilar  anuua.  Bai  it  baa  bwn  wui,  tbat 
Iba  pvoquMiMi  of  maaiiftaHtm  waald  taM  t»' 
injoae  oar  naTiyuion  and  sanHneree,  thoi^  be 
bM  sot  baaid  any  attauyN  lo  |»ova  Ibe  aUagaiiM. 
Wbat,  aaU  Itfr.    was  iha  orMeat  ««»iaiaa  of  oar 
aaviffation  ?  Toully  eaeloded  firata  the  Biitiab 
Weat  Indiai^  tsd  tbe  oariywg  uade  we  foraaorly 
bad  divi^  aiBoac  tbe  f^Mfi  e(  Evropc — tte* 
auut  oontiaiie  as iHg  as  tbey  renaia  at  pcaoe. 
In  additioo  lo  this,  it  naajr  be  nnaikad  tbai,  hat 
Cor  tbe  late  treaty,  we  ooald  not  b*ve  oarried  oar 
own  aouoa  to  it»|»i)neiMl  auriwL  Many  of  the 
yrodaeu  of  the  Middle  Stales  caa  ftnd  ao  laaibet 
abroad*  Aad  dogeatleaea  M^pose  ibat  onr  aav- 
igaiion  cm  bt  |H*served  by  cacottracinc  the  ioir 
portaiioa  of  eotioa  and  woolleo  food^  which,  ta 
«uuiy  Sute^  we  have  act  the  nifaae  of  yayiay 
for,  tbe  belftoee  of  trade  beiag  ^eady  noat  do- 
eimdly  i^iast  w.    This  cn^oyaMM  foi  aor 
awrigation  has  already  hiled,  aad  it  ii  wane  tbaa 
iUaaory  to  fely  opoa  it.  W«  mast  eedt  tar  aama 
aaore  cariaia  emaloyiBeM  lor  ew  ehtppiac,  that 
atSBoi.  be  affeeled     tbe  aavigaiini  aets  m  other 
ttaiieBa>  This  ean  oaly  be  &mnd  ia  aw  eoastlng 
trndoj  which  most  jflsraaM  with  onr  popnlattaOf 
and  will  be  etpeaitUy  piDnoied  by  ovtry  panaii 
tfaat  itweaaee  the  intereooesa  hatweea  the  Outcs 
on  our  mMttiiae  frontier ;  and  it  ia  tbe  only  trarit 
eselosively  oar  own.  Do  oot  meaofaeloies,  ia  aa 
especial  raaaiMr,  eantsibnie  to  this  objeel ;  paMie- 
ularly  that  of  eottoa,  the  raw  ulerieL  heiiw  pro- 
dacad  in  one  extreiae,  and  tbe  febriaaiaadi  in  the 
otbar  (  tendiaf  »iao  lohiad  the  Btatas  by  tbeiadii' 
BOlnble  boadeof  iatetasLaad  amtaaidependMae? 
iiM>tb*r  ssnree  of  enplMraaat  for  ear  airigai 
tto»  ia  Ibe  imde  with  Sooth  ioaariea,  wbath  mtt 
aeeantiaUy  daPMid  ajpoa  Ibe  snabHB  of  oae  Ban- 
^aeMtea.  Wa  abuL  feqase  ftaa  ibaMo  a-grm 
TOrio^r  of  mwMlefiah,aad  ibapcafitwa  taaim 
bf  worblag  them  wttk  enaUe  at  to  aaaihaM  ■» 
MiCUtgMie  Vilbwhi^tt  pay  lei  uiem.  Many 
artiolee  ibai  wo  mabe^  bare  already  fiaifd  a  'Veot 
in  that  eonaliy,  aad  ifaie  MJe  wmi  iiwarair  with 
the  iooreksa  m  Aaerieaa  laaaainiorai,  aad  wUl 
depend  ataioit  exolasKrsj^  opeo  ihair  ineaawi 
Botit  has  boeftsaid  the  Mstiadia.trade  wiU  be 
dealr^e^aod  beseooar  navifaiiDa  diountebed 
ia  that  bfench  af  ear  aeaiBsreft.  Tbe  h<#ewble 

CidacaoB  fnM»Macy)aad,(towheB,  Mr.JLsaid, 
alato^  listeaad  with  pleasoR^aod  oeeer  waih- 
•M-raaeniaff  TttaaMo  iostroeliao,)  bed  assaeied 
Mftber  lae  strantly  the  faei  that  tbe  Beat  ladia 
Made  woali  hedasmyed  by  the  oro^ed  doty 
ao  «M«m  (oadk  Ahboof  h  be  bad  ao  bttbaiiaa 
%mmy  tbM,if  waaaaet  betedaeed  to  tbeekeiaof- 
liira  9i  ahoadooiot  am  maaa&ataus  or  the  Seal 
iidbl  iwd^  Ibe  lanaronghi  te«i»e  way.  beoeaM 
U  IB  the  kilBl  ralo^e  to  the  aaiioa ;  far  if,  ae- 
aardiac  la  tba  gantlearao^  esliaasr,  loiiy  ships 
art  aiBployedia  iCfiod  iiaaontboaMe  depeads 
tfoalhe  tmforiaiiaa  af  masbaefor  dooiestao  eaa* 
ilHliia»»e  Ml  find  ifaa  trade  rMbet  aaaa* 


mag  p. 


tabte  eaa  in  tbe  present  state  ef  the  watld. 
aretsfe  cargo  of  an  lodta  ship  is  eoe  tboa- 
sand  bales  of  «|$teen  hnndred  yards  eeab-*^ne 
miilion  eight  haedred  ihoasand  yerds  for  tmA 
abip^  and  seveaty-two  DuUioa  jrerds  far-  forty 
wtHfs,  These  goads  will  reqaiic  eighteen  millioa 
ponads  of  oomm,  wbieb  are  exdasively  of  foi^- 
e^  growth,  aad  the  cost  of  the  goads^  at  uae 
cents  a  yard,  will  be  #6^,000,  which  weeaaaal 
pay  finr  io  the  ^odacts  of  the  oooatry.  B«ch  ii 
the  stale  of  that  trade}  and  aaless  soioe  afolee* 
tion  is  eflbrded  agaiast  tbe  inwedoetioo  of  these 
fiiMos,  onr  jnanafaetniee  mast  sink.  There  b 
DO  natioo  in  Barope  that  pretends  to  compete 
witb  the  laaooiiMtaMrs  of  Indie ;  aad  tbeir  goodi 
are  often  sold  in  tbe  Onjled  Btatee,  by  mffulai 
sale,  ier  less  tbaa  they  ceold  be  weren  fn-  here. 
Where  eotion  can  be  haoght  for  ibar  pcoee  a 
poand,  and  man  work  for  fenr  pence  a  day,  it  ie 
iQ  vain  for  IM  to  think  of  riealliDg  them  in  ibe 
.ehea|meiB  ef  their  fabrieB.  Tbe  proteetioo  asked 
for,  IB  noif  thereftm^  an  anreaenaable  me,  ner 
will  k  deBlray  the  ladia  Hade.  We  import  vwi* 
oos  other  artiidee  fwai  ladia }  siligi^  BpicaBv  dragaf 
dyea,  dte. ;  aad  tbe  Chiaa  tiade  is  not  afceted  by 
the  bilL  Baeldeik  the  bu  iiteiietion  of  the  Mia 
goad*  can  be  eraetad  as  well  ae  facretofBre,  aad 
00  paet  of  the  trade  ean  be  sensibly  aieetcd  by 
the  miaimam  piiee  fixed  fat  the  charge  of  daM) 
execpt  that  which  uearplofid  in  importing  eoiM 
maaitns  for  consmnntion.  But  the  trade  to  India 
ia  almost  eaelnsireiy  a  cash  trade,  and  caa  only 
be  earned  on  by  the  profit  ^  oar  trade  with  ecbor 
soaniries.  Ckmuaesee  bedween  netiens  resemWts 
traflfe  between  indioiduab,  end  by  tbiseesimlla' 
lion  many  ef  its  snppoeed  aiysiertee  vaatsh.. 
A  faamcr  who  bartees  with  a  merebaat,  aad  Utt- 
aiebee  bfan  no  aaare  pradacte  tbon  the  avotnt  af 
mambandiaereaeBred,  wiU  havooekber  aasb  oar 
credits  with  wUsb  10  fluba  porobasai  ftooi  aoaA 
MHbMt,  haaneecbe^  beawf  ofbr  blegaade| 
me  — Bt,  ihereeefaie.  tiade,  la  tba  irsl  iosiaaak 
with  awne  wbo  will  paBebasaoar  prodaati^  aoo 
rl  ia  aat  v«ry  asalerial  what  the  priea  is,  prorldad 
it  beua  tbe  same  relation  to  ibe  goods  boM  aad 
bo^bl.  If  we  dnire  a  profit  from  this  t«ad&  Ibe 
balaaee  can  be  eondeyod  in  pafchaeiBg  merehao- 
diaa  fran  India;  mit  we  bavo  no  soob  balaaee 
aaw  Hi  oar  favor,  nee  is  it  Itbsly  that  era  shaM 
haoe,  aalll  we  delesniae  to  bi^  np  aad  maM- 
&«tare  mere  fiw  oorselvea.  But  it  n  o^cd  that 
one  enaoBiagcment  ta  dcmesiia  maatifeatoeai 
eagbt  to  be  eeoAaed  eo  fabric*  of  neeessity^  ia 
liMa  af  war^aad  eapcvbdly  artialeeof  ibe  in« 
aeeewiiy. 

Ms.  1.  Baid.  this  doctrine  had  atways  a|^red 
to  bim  aea  plaaiiUe  theory,  oot  fiuaifd  io  soaad 
peUcy;  nor  did  bo  ibiak  li  wooU  bear  the  taat  af 
leoBanaode^MBieoee.  Astoaniebs  of aceesBicy 
in  Ibaa  of  war,  it  wonld  aoc  be  possible  for  eay 
two  penaoe  in  the  natioo  eatircfy  to  agree  what 
WBBe,  aad  i^t  wort  nut,  artialcB  of  aceesBinr  ia 
tiaaeofwarj  alaeat every tbiag we  import Ihmi 
abroad  was  eslBemed  ia  some  dtvree  aeeassarf  to 
oar  camforc;  bat  it  woaid  not  be  preteadcd  that 
«a  aagbt  teimpeee  heavy  dules  to  eoaniaft 
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tbeffrowih  of  protlaeis  or  th*  nmafaetariagof  I 
fabries,  wbteh  oeitkcr  our  cHmBte  oor  tba  parsvitt 
•f  the  poeple  had  given  mnj  iodicfttioo*  of  oor 
abilkiM  to  prodace ;  for  iMianee]  it  will  noiarmil 
«•  to  la^  a  oeftVf  dalf  oocofftfe,  when  ourclimatt 
viU  not  permit  tbepropagation  of  the  ptaat;  nor 
mold  it  be  pcdiey  to  impoie  hnvjr  dotiee  on 
iiUca  wUeh  the  peode  of  the  United  Suuea 
hftTO  neither  indicated  mt  niHlitT  nor  the  dispoti- 
lion  10  roamifhetare.  The  rale  laid  down  bf  the 
InnonbU  gentleman  then  faik,  and  this  prores 
that  ont  (raliejr  ongfat  not  to  bo  goTeroed  bjr  it. 
But  there  is  another  priaeiple  that  will  not  fail, 
viat  That  we  onght  to  promote  every  qMcies  of 
internal  industry  which  the  inelioaiioBS,  the  hab* 
ila,  and  interest  of  the  people,  ai  welt  as  the  soil, 
dtBMiie,  and  general  eooditions  of  the  couatrjr  in- 
dioale,  as  likely  to  succeed,  and  inott  etpeeialty 
those  pnraditi  which  experienen  has  shown  we 
eaa  succeed  io.  And  as  (o  articles  first  neees- 
tky,  ibe  same  difficulty  exists.  The  great  object 
of  the  Qorenmont  ought  to  be  to  promote  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people,  because  it 
fweiy  iMwnotes  in  somedegreeiu  own  prosperity 
and  dnmbUity.  Its  poUoy  in  rebtioo  to  nann- 
iMtore^  mnsi  be  a  great  national  potiey— it  ought 
Ml  to  be  United  by  any  fastidious  Mlenlations 
of  sheer  necessity.  It  cannot  be  an  adequate  ob- 
^t  for  this  Goreroment  to  p>roride,  by  protect- 
ing duties,  for  the  maanfactoring  of  a  few  coarse 
goods  to  cover  meodicaots ;  but  if  the  doctrioe 
he,  that  we  ought  to  secure  the  doo>estic  manu- 
iaotare  of  clothing  for  the  poor  geikerally,  and 
that  thorefore  high  duties  sbonM  be  imposed  on 
CMltse  muslins,  oc,  Mr.  L  said,  he  eoa\i  see  no 
reaeon  why  a  poor  man  shonid  be  taxed,  in  order 
toindoee  hin  to  wear  a  home-made  shir^that  did 
Kol  npply  with  more  force  to  justify  a  dniy  that 
would  indooe  a  rich  man  to  wear  a  home-made 
aoat.  But  this  doetriae  abont  first  necessity  is 
ftUaoions;  iudesign  seems  lobe  to  limit  the  maott- 
Ihalarii^  industry  of  this  country  by.  an  artificial 
diatinetion  that  has  no  existenee  in  realiiy ;  the 
Mly  rale  that  admiu  of  no  exeeptioa,  is  that 
wluch  has  been  already  laid  down.  It  is  the  pro- 
viaoeaad  almost  an  essential  qoiJity  of  arbitrary 
and  despotic  Qovemments,  to  force  iodastry  out 
el im  nntural  and  proper  obanDcU,  or  to  cramp  it 
fcymonepolies;  bat  itistheduty  ofaRepubliean 
UOTeromeot,  baTtng  a  doe  regard  to  the  interest 
and  happiness  of  the  people,  to  enconmge  every 
pannit  (not  morally  wrong)  in  which  the  condi- 
tions of  the  coantry  and  the  iocliaattoDs  and  ca- 
pacity of  the  people  may  aothoriae  a  reasooahle 
prospect  of  success.  Mr.  1.  said,  be  could  not  be 
driven  from  this  policy  by  the  deoBnciations  of 
gantlemen  against  (what  uey  have  been  pleased 
W  call)  regwatim.  The  word  had  often  been 
tned  b^ore  in  this  Hoase  for  the  ume  purpose, 
but  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  had  lost  its  original 
MgnifieatioD,  aad  had  become  a  eabaUstie  term, 
lhat  was  always  at  hand  to  oppose  every  meaanre 
■gainst  which  o^er  more  cognent  argomenu 
oottld  not  be  found.  Do  gentlemen  mean  that 
there  shall  be  no  regntaiiool  If  tiiey  do,  why 
not  avow  their  dnctrine  in  ita  ottnat,  aad  propoae 
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at  <mce  to  vnlooee  the  bonds  of  the  social  eonnnet, 
which  are  but  regulations  f  Unfetter  men  froa 
the  regulations  «  Oovemmeor,  resolve  soeictT 
into  iu  primitive  dements,  and  let  us  mtngte  wiii 
the  savage  of  the  forest— this  wotKd  be  the  eftct 
of  yieldlDCto this eahtlistie dcoanciaiion  of reg> 
alation.  Bat  they  do  not  meaa  to  carry  tbor 
doctrine  thus  fiir— and  therefen  tlie  only  qaestin 
to  be  eoQsidered  is;  Do  we  propose  to  legnlate 
too  much  7  Their  doctrine  Is  to  let  indastry 
porsoe  its  aatoral  ehanneb;  ours  is  to  follow 
and  support  th«  industry  of  the  country,  and  m 
straighten  ud  clear  away  the  ohstroetioos  from 
the  channels  it  has  chosen  to  flow  in— we  wooM 
be  justified  in  doing  much  more,  but  the  bill  be- 
fore us  is  based  upon  this  principle.  When  a  bnncr 
desires  to  irrigate  his  grounds,  he  diverts  a  stream 
of  water  from  its  natural  chaand,  and  by  coo- 
tinued  r^nlation  spreads  its  fertilixing  inflaence 
over  the  most  sterile  spots  {  aod  so  also  the  maa- 
ufacturer— he  throws  a  dam  across  a  stream  and 
diveru  it  by  a  new  ebannel  to  his  fsetory,  which 
is  put  in  motion  by  iu  power  j  this  is  nlse  rrguta- 
tion-*and  surely  none  will  pKtead  that  it  woaM 
be  better  to  permit  these  valuaUe  streams  to  Sad 
their  way  through  zigzag  natural  ehanads  to  the 
ocean,  tbian  to  be  thus  employed  for  the  comfort 
and  bappfaiess  itf  man.  This  eabefistie  denan- 
cialim  might  as  well  he  directed  against  soeb 
parposes  as  against  mannfactores.  It  is  evideat 
that  these  faots  require  a  long  series  of  praetteal 
operation  before  the  nperienee  and  skill  neeee- 
snry  to  enable  onr  workmen  to  compete  wtA 
those  of  the  Old  Woiid  can  be  atuioed.  The  m> 
comstaoees  of  the  coantry  for  several  years  past, 
have  given  a  new  direction  to  a  great  pcniua  of 
onrcapitaland  our  indastry— mneh  skill  has  been 
acquired ;  onr  DMonfactoren  havedemonstratedj 
lhat  they  can  succeed  with  a  little  aid  from  the 
Qonnmeat  to  protect  them  againt  extraordinarf 
pressure;  they  dealre  to  hav«  some  advantages 
ovcrfweigaen  in  the  home  marbet,  and  thupoliey, 
which  has  bemnMnttiom  with  all  MherGKmni- 
mcata,  is  deaouneed  as  a  minans  rcgnlatioa. 

The  honomUe  mtleaaaa  from  Loaiaiaaa  hnn 
also  complained  m  the  partiality  of  the  report  of 
the  Beeretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  biH  under 
eonsidentioa— that  it  is  imleulated  to  favor  the 
maoafkctoret  of  the  Northern  and  Middle  Biaies 
more  thaa  these  of  the  South.  Bnt  he  has  not 
given  any  instance  of  this  partiality,  except  that 
of  the  proposed  daiy  on  sugar;  and  it  would  net 
be  difficult  to  show  that  he  had  been  roost  anfbr* 
tunnle  in  the  seleotioa  of  this  ease.  The  8eere» 
tary  of  the  Treasury  had  pn^osed  two  aad  a  half 
echts  a  ponad  on  brown  sugar,  which  is  not  less 
than  S6  per  cent,  ad  valorem  apon  the  avetaga 
ooet  of  the  article  in  the  Westladies — intbeBaac 
ladies,  much  more.  The  geatlemaa  eomplaias 
of  30  per  ceaL  on  cotton  goods  as  nerhlmai  aatf 
partial,  while  3d  per  cent,  on  Migar  is  eonJtwd 
bybimnoproieetioBatall;  bat,  in  ordev  tocsaepa 
from  the  dilemma,  he  aaya  that  two  and  a  half 
cents  was  the  tAd  duty,  and  that  it  was  laid  fur 
revenae.  If  he  can  prone  that  a  dttf  tai|nmr4 
for  nreflAa  hna  no  ^et  ia  naceoiifint  «k* 
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dMMVtio  yro4aettop  Mii«r,  fab  tr|:i»«Bt  'u 
eolilM  fo  sonw  itaight;  bat,  uoril  then,  he  will 
penait  us  to  deny  tire  paftiftiitj  of  the  report  to 
tb«  Nonberu  smtion ortbe  Daioo,  io  ihia partie- 
aUr.  Bat,  whit  styt  the  -bill,  which  he  also 
complains  of?  It  propoves  i  doty  of  foar  cents 
m  poond  on  sogar,  wbieA  b  more  than  36 per  cent, 
ad  nlorem  on  the  cost  of  Ibe  article ;  and  yet  it  is 
complained  of  bjr  the  ffeatleman  frun  Louisiana 
as  partiaL  It  it  indeed  partial,  bat  the  partiality 
is  m  his  isTor;  and  il  was  extremely  unfortu- 
aata  for  Mn,  at  least,  lo  object  to  the  proposed 
dntT  on  cotton  goods  opon  this  groood.  Mr.  I 
sai<^  be  bad  no  objection  to  give  aliberal  caeoar- 
agetoent  so  the  piodaetion  of  sagar;  he  rejoiced 
lo  find  that  it  could  be  prodaced  in- such  quaaii* 
Uas,  and  would  gire  employment  to  a  very  con- 
'  sida»ble  tonnage  io  iu  transportation ;  bnt,  unless 
there  was  some  disposition  for  reciprocity,  it 
eoald  not  be  expaeted  that  so  bigb  a  only  mwld 
be  voted  for. 

There  i^  said  Mr.  I.,  another  eireumstance  in  this 
caae  which  ooght  to  be  understood.  The  ehair- 
nan  of  the  Cmnmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
informed  the  House  that  the  increased  specific 
dsties,  in  conseqnence  of  the  alteration  made  by 
the  oAmmittee  on  sugars,  from  two  and  a  half  to 
fonr  cents,  would  require  but  20  per  cent,  on  cot- 
tons and  woollens  to  mke  up  the  neeeaMry  rer- 
enuB  required.  He  did  not,  howerer,  fake  into 
hi*  aecoant  the  rarieas  nednstioaa  Made  by  the 
committee  on  coSot,  copper  -sheet*,  &e.,  which 
there  was  very  little  doubt  would  be  quite  eqaal 
to  the  increased  dmy  on  sugar.   Supptwe  it  to  be, 
however,  as  ihe  gentleman  has  stated,  then  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  hare  granted  a 
pFttoetiag  dnty  of  56  per  cent,  on  sugar,  and  pro- 
caring^thetelrom  the  neetssary  reveaoe,  tbey  uwd 
this  as  a  pretext  t»  rcdace  ceitoas  aad  wootiens 
to  20  per  cent.  Mr.  I.  said  he  was  present  io 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  when  this 
maaent  was  oscd,  hni  he  waa  stmok  dumb 
with  astonishment  when  the  motion  succeeded. 
It  was,  however,  too  glaringly  inconsistent  and 
nalpaUy  wrong  to  be  penisied  ia,  and  therefore 
u  was  that  the-Commitiee  a{  Ways  and  Means, 
npea  reeonsiderattoafSobAituted  the  S6  percent., 
which  was  reported  in  the  bill.  But  he  did  not 
think  the  35  per  Mnl.  sufficient  proteottoo,  nor 
that  it  would  be  the  ehrapeai  prododioa  for  Amer- 
ican manufactures.   The  higher  duties  you  im- 
pose, the  more  powerful  the  siimnlus,  and  the 
sooner  we  have  a  sapply  and  a  eompetitieo  at 
home.   This  ought  to  be  our  object,  and  tbeefi«ef 
would  more  than  ounpensate  lur  all  the  differ- 
ence of  price  for  a  few  years,  which  was  no  more 
than  as  a  dust  io  the  balaoce,  tf  we  eooMder  the 
great  aatioaal  objeois  to  be  attained  by  fusieria^ 
and  promoting  internal  iadustry  and  »kiU  in  do* 
mestw  man^ciuraa.  But,  Mr.  I  said,  he  weahf 
not  enter  into  that  pan  of  the  diacuMon— ibo 
I    iald  was  anllntted— but  he  would  admuaisb  gen- 
tlemen  not  to  be  too  parsimonious  in  their  enauur- 
agemcot  to  their  fifreat  intereaiis.   He  had  heard 
i  demrad  from  rariout  quarters  fiir  estimates  and 
vlottlationa  (o  ahow  lha  fnteanraatAf  d<pif 
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thatwooM  enable  the  Aroerteaa  Baaonfsoiorerto 
come  into  the  market  upon  equal  terms  with  the 
importer.  Such  demands  are  in  their  namre 
uoieasonable  and  uofiiir,  because  it  most  be  obvi- 
ous that  they  could  not  be  answered  with  any 
kind  of  ceruinty;  bat,  more  especially,  beeaasa 
the  amount  that  woidd  be  sufflatcat  to  protect  an 
establishment  in  the  beat  perfection,  with  the  host 
skill  of  the  country,  and  the  most  perfeet  systenr 
of  economy,  wonid  be  utterly  iasaeqoaie  to  pro- 
tect the  establish meota  that  are  io  their  tofaney, 
which  constitute  by  far  the  greatest  ponion  of 
roaoufactortes  in  the  United  Htatea.  But  there 
are  difficulties,  independently  of  mere  oast,  to  b« 
overcome  by  the  American  maonfiietarer.  Th« 
European  &brics  made  of  the  same  material  hav« 
the  adraDiage  io  appearaoee,  though  not  in  du- 
rability, wh^h  gala  them  a  preference;  and  the 
prejudice  of  the  country  against  domestic  firitfieif 
—yes,  the  prejudice  of  toe  oonotry— the  earn* 
kind  of  prejudice  tfaat  pervades  a  portitHi  of  this 
Hotue— pervades  a  portion  of  the  United  HtaKa. 
It  was  a  fact,  said  Mr.  I.,  that  the  paper  used  hy 
the  members  of  this  House  to  enehisa  their  news- 
papers in,  had  the  water-nmrkof  the  Britiih  Crown 
u^n  it,  thoagh  the  jpoper  was  made  in  the  Dia^ 
.tnct  of  OrfumUa  I  The  manufinMurer  ooald  net 
have  done  this  to  gratify  any  attachment  t» 
Crowae— he  found  it  bis  interest  thos  to  ditgoisir 
bis  paper.  Similar  artifices  had  been  practised  ia 
other  bmnehea,  particularly  the  manufacture  of 
powder.  The  best  powder  made  iu  the  United 
States—or  perhaps  the  world— coold  not  a  few 
years  ago  be  sold  without  the  ^ttish  mark  upoa 
the  kegs.  These  deoepttons  tiad  succeeded,  be- 
cause prejudice  and  ignorance  are  mostly,  if  not 
always,  associated;  bot  they  prove  the  power  of 
this  pernicious  prejndsee,  nod  he  thought  it  was 
the  boundeo  duty  of  CoagrvBs  to  preteot  tha 
industry  of  the  country  from  such  discourage- 
menu;  If  there  be  a  great  portion  of  people  is 
this  aouotry  who  preter  to  have  everythiog  llwl 
is  foreign,  wheo  they  cannot  tell  the  differenea 
bnt  from  the  marl^  they  ought  to  pay  Cot  it ;  and 
the  American  artisan  has  a  strung  claim  upon 
his  Ouverament  for  proteottoo  against  iha  uaaat- 
ural  prejudice. 

Mr.  I.  said  he  had  trespassed  npon  Hie  pattaaea 
of  the  Oommltt^  lunger  than  he  had  intended; 
be  would  only  add,  we  bad  now  acqetred  a  de- 
gree of  skill  in  maav  of  the  arts,  that,  if  eberisbed 
and  improved,  would  be  a  source  of  inexhsosti- 
ble  wealth  to  the  nation}  neglect  it, and  it  is  lost 
fur  centuries — perhaps  forever.  The  success  uf 
tbit  bill  determines  thin  sreat  question.  The  his- 
tory of  Europe,  especiilTy  of  Spain  and  France, 
ID  the  early  part  of  the  uxt  century,  sufficiently 
proves  the  fact,  that,  wheo  the  arM  fall  by  the 
folly  or  aegitgeoce  of  the  QjveninaeDt,  tbey  are 
noteasilyrvvived.— "There  isa  tide  ia  the  affair^ 
of  nations  as  well  as  '-of  men,  which,  uken  at 
the  fluMl,  leads  on  to  furiuoe."  Tuis  is  that  crit- 
ical moment:  (lermit  it  but  to  pass  by,aad  a  sim- 
ildc  optmriunity  to  perpetuate  the  prosperity  and 
bappioeasorihia  country  may  not,  and  probaUf 
will  not,  present  mgtia  for  agea  to  coae. 
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Mr.  Jjovhuw  af&ia  Mleted  i*tB  »  pMtiMiltf 
dc/cQC«  •f  (he  repoct  of  ibe  coaukkiee,  and  tfae 
itf[nn  of  enooof^neotwiiich  ibe  bill  praifoatd 
gtitBg  to  oar  maDofMiauof  eemblwIuBealtf,  and 
rtpUed,  H  d«iail,  te  the  srgummts  of  luuns. 
ImwAH  and  Clmv. 

Ur.  Cut  folknrtd  ia  aappon  of  bit  motion, 
Wid  io  ttf\y  lo  Ibe  geaUeoMS  wb»  faadapoktD  ia 

OHMitiOD  Id  it. 

lieBin.Goii»mad  Hdlbut  ab»  taBBUMTely 
tdvoeatcd  Uu  aiBttadiiMttt»aad  ifae  tapcdiaMV  m 
Wmding  an  iadttbitaUe  eaeonrageflaBM  «■> 
mnif  to  our  manttTaeinrinB  eitiitiM. 

Tbe  ^ueatioa  wai  tbea  lakn  od  lb.  Ouv'a 
vMfoD  to  iaanaaa  tbe  datjr  oft  eotioM  to  ibiriy 
yer  oeni.  aod  e«ni«d~«ves  68,  noei  61. 

Mr.  Cut  tbni  moTea  so  to  amead  tbe  bill  ai 
loolaw  hnapea  and  tail  eiotb*  (including  cott«n 
tagging)  with  tboM  of  wooUca,  to  tbat  if  tbe 
4mj  oa  tbe  latter  should  be  hereafter  ioereaied, 
M  he  wiebed,  to  tweolr-eight  per  oeat,  it  would 
beajbMoB  tbelornMr  irtieles,  aad  if  net,  tbedatf 
thcrtoo  woald  ttUI  be  raised  to  tweiujF-ife  per 
ctml«  the  lame  as  the  dutjr  on  mollenB. 

Alter  some  remafka  explanatorjr  of  hie  metiree 
tat  afiatioff  ttw  anwadnMit,  Mr.  Guir  withdrew 
it»  at  the  rcqoeat  of  Mr.  SMita,  o(  Marylaad, 
who  Mud  he  had  iaieodad  to  preipose  a  qpeeifio 
iMceaiad  dMjr  on  a  certain  speoias  of  ia^tarted 
hiuapcD  elelh,  and  nroabl  eo^pecaie  in  Mr.  C*s 
otdeet,  if  allowed  to  vary  it  in  some  dcgiee. 

Mr.  SucrB  then  proceeded  with  some  addi- 
lioBal  rvnarks  on  pAriiaolar  feature*  of  the  ball, 
ievolvi^g  co»ncreial  qnesiioiii,  which  Jw  dis- 
cwsed  m  that  numue  and  teoboical  aMBner 
which  hit  pnetical  acqaataouce  with  the  tab- 
raa4era  peculiar  to.  him. 

la  the  oearse  iif  faia  refBuhs,  Mi.  8.  snhniued 
tlw  ftUoviag  at8tciM»u  t 

•ae  yird  cotton,  vdocd  at  -  -tt-ela. 
Mi  ten  per  eeafc  S-Me. 

]tagrefSSiBer«BBt.a«irJQis   »      •  -7s. 

InsaTsnce,  fteight,  trtniport  to  Lircipaak  p»i|l 
acMi  and  ageai's  otaiwiwien.  steen  aiid*.  wC 
per  cent,  oa  trntaXg  ceaU,  tim  uanc*  Tiine 
tf  oottoDk  low>Miced  goods  •      -      -  • 

JUMCffCci^  te  Iheimponer^tvelffe  avd  a  hsjtf 
pn  oaai^  on  a  cost  n  tarta^  cants  -  3ic> 

On  a  cost  of  twenty  osnts    .      .      .     •  11c 

The  manwfcetjwia  will  then  haw  ta  tdisn^tgeotCT 
the  hnporto'  of  eleven  cents  per  jMxd  <ai  an  article 
which  coits  in  £ii^«nd  only  twenty  cents,  and  of 
coarse  he  will  have  thet  boon^  giveii  to  hhn. 

At  88^  per  cenU  the  daty  elone  wiB  be  nine  cents 
end  t  fraction,  on  cotton  goods,  which,  on  en  sTersge, 
cost  twen^  centt  per  jud  in  MendheetOT,  end  will 
cost  the  retailer  tturteen  cents  per  ywd  in  aMftien  to 
^  prime  eosk 

An  assartment  of  India  ffsed^  soah  m  geMral^ 
Mipes*  dM  flsigees  tmpertei  liite  Ibe  United  Stales, 
•Mt  m  a&  sMngn  now  eea«i  pscjud. 


CsMNa  goe^  4east  what  ths7  eoB  leei^  nr»  • 
in  the  bill  as  if  ttor      P«r  tweat^y-fiii^ 

Add  twea;^  per  osaU  to  make  the  eoppseed  viiai 
on  arrival  in  tba  Uoited  States,  five  caste  dn^  fm 
yard. 

The  dn^  «f  twen^-five  pse  ccnL  is  durgad  ea 
thir^  cent%  which,  at  twen^ve  per  cent,  in  -  7}c. 
Freight,  dee.   .-      -      -  14  per  cent, 
losannoe       -      -      -  8 
Cost  of  specie  -      -      -  6 
Eighteen  months'  intnest  9 


SO  per  cent,  on  9  cents  t^c 


Ceirteperysfd  

Add  msfcehsnai*  ptsSt,  twwtyper  sM  oa  aim 


Sc. 


Sep  IH  centeinAmrnf  Ae 
srttde  which  cost  nine  cents. 

4  view         oOual  eoitof  eattem  goeif  imported 

Stuipose  a  tnink  of  cottm  goods  to  oost  in  Oieat 

Britain  £100  00 

To  atte  the  ad  vdeiem  .      -      .      ■      10  00 


^110  06 

Tbe  dn^  of  tt  per  ct,  ad  valOMa  is  chaigad 
oaJBIl«,andwttba     .     .     .      -     n  1» 

laaaiaa^  Mghl^  mniiil  ilw,  mk  atbar 
fhBaies,wiU,aBaK«mags,hs  7  1* 

Aaw  grin  wpislad  by  the  impiiter     -  UM 

£U7  10 


Brsiy  £ieOsleriing,  tfae  Asnn/dlteast  in 
wiU  cost  the  idriUr  £MT  10.  er  47^  psi 
bverorthe  ftmiwiin  manrtrtnssi,  haAsa  Iha^ 
breaos  isi  the  psice  ef  tfw  rflw  sMteiista 

When  Mr.  8w  ccneladed,  theOooalllafrniae, 
and  obtained  lean  te  sit  again.  . 

SATtWMT)  Maieh  23. 

Mr.  RoiutfBtH,  (kom  dM  OeunitUa  on  the 
PubHe  Laida,  npnted  •  hiN  «»  pmMa  ibr  tb* 
appoiBtmantirf  a  awever  af  dM  pridio  landalbr 
t£*T«nionea«f  UMa  and  MieN«rf|  wMeb  wm 
read  twice,  and  eaMimlttad  to  a  CMnnaitlen  «f 
tbe  Whole. 

Mtv  RoBBMWOii  also  rcfwrMd  a  Ml  for  tbe 
•onSnaatioB  of  certain  otama  ta  lead  in  Ibe 
weeHfB  dtanctef  the  Staceof  LooisiaDa ;  w4Mh 
waasead  (wi«<^ftn'  eoaaeiitttd  t««  Ceweine* 
of  tbe  wboh  HMsa  on  Moadair  sozt. 

Mr.  R.,  from  the  saau  eoDeoiittce^  reported  «be 
hill  from  the  Senate  "fanher  eepsltmsniery  «e 
tbe  act  ewitM  'Aa  aet  protridiM  fcr  Iba  iedoM- 
aiicatloe  «f  ceNaia  elwaants  or  peMic  lead  at 
the  Mississippi  Tervitorf,"  wi«boiH  ameedaseet 
and  tbe  biU  waa  e«n»tited  te  a  ComaiMeaar 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBaaraoa  nleo  r^ned  a  bUI  «•! 
■eatarr  to  tbe  act  eatitltd  "JU  aet  for  tbe  i 
a^Maat  el  bad  iMMte  ifaa  Brnm  dT 
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iau  and  Tenilory  of  MtMnri,"  wbieb  wm  rchd 
twiee,  fod  eammittcd  lo  a  CommUtee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  R>  also  rei>or««d  the  bill  from  the  Seoate 
"for  the  relief  of  Edward  Wilson,"  with  ameitd- 
meDts;  which  were  read,  and  tmeiher  with  the 
bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  FoRiiBT,  from  the  committee  appointed  oo 
that  Gobject,  reported  a  bill  (o  increase  the  com- 
pensatioD  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
saotatires,  (to  93,000^  which  was  twice  read,  and 
eommittea. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Pleabants,  the  Hoase  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  the  bill  lo  place 
tbs  si^rTifiag  aaffercrs  «l  Dartmoor  priaoD  od  the 
Nftvy  peotion  littt)  wbieli  «u  reported  to  the 
Hovae  with  an  UBendnmi  (raakioe  the  peuioiu 
mnmnt0  on  the  6th  of  April,  1815,  the  day  od 
which  the  Dartmoor  massacre  took  place)  and 
the  hill,  aa  ameoded,  waafDcdered  to  be  eogroiaed 
for  m  third  readinc. 

Th«  bill  from  the  Senate,  eatitled  "An  act  ao- 
rikoriziBgaBabtcriptionfortbc  priDtlDgofasecoad 
edition  of  the  public  documents,**  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ao  act  re- 
lating losettlersoD  the  lands  of  Ibe  United  States,** 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

ALLOWANCE  OF  INTKRS8T. 

The  Spuebb  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  report 
ftom  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedience  to  the 
rcsolntton  of  the  21st  instant,  respecting  the  al- 
lowance of  interest  on  charges  against  the  War 
Department ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  taUe. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 

D»AB«auv  or  Wu,  Mtattk  M,  1616. 

Sn !  In  obadisnee  to  the  resolntion  of  the  Hoow  of 
Represeatatiwes  <rf  the  Slst  iastant,  I  have  die  honor 
to  sl«te  that  dWffenaral  usage  of  the  War  Department 
has  been  to  pay  no  {oterast  ii|wn  any  demand  what- 
ever, withont  regard  to  ita  origin. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1814,  and 
throQgb  the  whole  of  1815,  the  Department,  being  un- 
able to  discharge  the  multi^ied  and  extenaiTe  de- 
lunds  whidi  were  made  npoB  it.  in  some  instances 
anthorised  diSarent  i^cers  emideyed  in  dsboising 
the  poblie  money,  and  varions  contractors,  to  obtain 
■oney  upon  a  loan ;  and,  in  some  instances,  where 
tbeir  bills  were  presented  and  lem^ed  unpaid  for 
the  want  of  fandi,  assnranees  were  giren  to  the  banks 
that  interest  would  be  paid  upon  Uiem  if  they  were 
tifcsn  up  by  0iem.  In  all  sooh  esses,  interest  has 
been  paid.  Interest  has  abo  been  allowed  upon  bills 
diawn  by  eontraotors  pursnant  to  their  contiaela, 
which  have  been  pratasled  ftr  the  want  of  fmuls. 
Thie  if  the  only  case  in  iriiieh  it  has  bam  allowed, 
except  upon  igieoial  agreement  to  that  efibet.  No 
distinction  has  bean  made  betwoen  tnlls  drawn  fcr 
money  aetnally  reaeifod  by  •  poUie  agent  and  fte 
debu  contracted  by  sadi  sgent  in  the  eontse  e{  hie 
official  du^. 

I  have  the  hopor  to  be  year  most  obedient  and  very 
hwnble  aareant, 

WM.  H.  CSAWf  OBD. 
Boo.  HannT  Cur,  Sptaker, 

14th  Com.  Ul  Ssss.— 40 
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STAFF  OF  THE  ABMY. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  organize  a  general  staff 

for  the  Army,  was  read  the  third  time. 

An  ingairy  made  by  Mr.  Hardin  into  the  ne- 
cessity of  one  of  the  officers  named  in  the  bill, 
(the  Commissary  Qenent  of  Purchases,)  the  na- 
ture of  his  duties,  &c.,  prodoced  a  short  discos- 
sion  on  that  point. 

Messrs.  Grosvbnor  and  Piceebino  argued 
that  the  duties  of  the  Commissary  General  and 
those  of  the  Superintendent  General  of  Purchase^ 
were  in  fact  the  same ;  that  one  of  the  offices  waa 
useles!!,  and  ought  to  be  abolished,  &c. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  explained  the  va- 
rions  duties  of  the  officers  referred  to,  the  dis- 
similar character  of  their  dutien,  their  separate 
respmisibilitieiy,  and  the  necessity  of  both  to  form 
a  eoroptete  sMiT,  dke. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  Mr. 
D^TBNPoar,  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  96,  nays 
22,  as  follows : 

Yus — ^Messrs.  A^te,  Arehsr,  Baieman,  Bennett, 
Betts,  Birdaall,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brooks, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Catdwell,  Calhoun,  Cham- 

Sion,  Chappell,  Cls^  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of 
[eotncky,  Clayton,  Clendonnin,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Crawford,  Crocheron,  Cathbert,  DarUngton,  De^ia, 
Edwards,  Fonyth,  Gaston,  Guid,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
Grosveoor,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hei<ter,  HeoJer- 
■OD,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  BongerliHrd«  Irving  of  New 
York,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Tirginia,  Johnsni  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Carding, 
Lowndra,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McCoy, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Omo,  Middleton, 
Moore,  Nelson  of  Massachnaetta,  NeUon  of  Virginia,' 
Newton,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Key* 
nddfl,  Roane,  Robertson,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Savage,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Southard,  Strong,  Storgn,  Tate,  Tsui, 
Taylor  of  Sooth  Carolina,  TeUair,  Throop,  Town- 
send,  Tnckar,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Massaehoaetts,  Ward 
of  New  Toik,  Ward  of  New  Jersnr.  Webster,  Wen- 
dover,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  WQkin,  WUlough- 
by,  William  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Atherton,  Cady,  CBley,  Cooper, 
Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Hale,  Hardin,  Jewet^  Ken^ 
Langium,  Law,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Mfish,  Maaon,  Milnor, 
Noyce,  Stanfinrd,  Steams,  Voce,  and  Whsaton. 

CUMBERLAND  HOAD. 

Mr.  Jaokbor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  tfae  iSth  instant,  containing  a 
statement  of  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and 
making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of 
Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  made  a  report 
tbereoD ;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  douse  oo  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  QoTernment 
for  the  year  1816.   The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  they  have  attentively  conndered  the  anbject 
confided  to  them,  and  re^tfoUy  submit  to  the  House 
the  following  &cU  and  observatioos :  It  sj^eara  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  passed  on  tbe  1st  of  M^,  1609^  en- 
titled *<Au  aa  to  enable  tbe  people  of  the  eastern  di- 
eision  of  the  Teiritoiy  wnthwast  of  tbe  linr  Oh  to 
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to  form  •  coutttstiKi  moA  Stale  govvrnowot,  and  for 
tlw  ftdminioii  of  such  State  into  tha  Unioii,  on  an 
equal  footiiw  with  tha  origtul  Staloa,  and  fin  othar 
pQipoaav,"  uat  on  candttioD  that  tha  Convai^n 
tha  nid  State  would  provide  hy  an  ordinance,  irrevo- 
eable  wtthont  the  content  of  the  United  Sutea^  that 
each  tract  of  land  sold  hr  ConffreM,  after  the  80th  of 
Jnne  next,  ensoing,  shaU  be,  and  remain  exempt  from 
any  tax  laid  br  order  or  under  anthoritj  of  the  State, 
whether  for  State,  county,  township,  or  any  other 
pwpose  whaterer,  for  the  term  of  fire  yean  fnm  and 
after  Ifaa  day  of  sale:  the  United  States  among  other 
Bl^mlatiMM  $4p»eA  to  apply  ona^wentieth  part  of  the 
Bat  proeaeds  ailnnK  fiMi  the  sale  of  said  lands,  from 
and  dkar  1b»  aaid  Mth  9t  June,  to  the  h^ng  eat  and 
B^inr  poUtc  roads,  leadiiig  fiMn  the  navifable  waters 
emptying  into  the  Atfanti^  to  dw  <Miin,  to  tha  said 
Stftte,  and  through  the  tame ;  >«ch  roads  laid  <mt  ooder 
the  authority  of  Congress,  with  the  oenaeat  of  the 
■avaral  Statea  throogh  which  the  same  shall  pass.  It 
Aither  appsan  that  these  conditions  were  ace^ted  by 
the  Stato  of  Ohio,  on  the  SBth  of  I<f ovembar  in  the 
wma  year,  snljeet,  aa  r^ards  the  road  tand,  to  a  nod- 
illeatloB  which  providea  that  threa  per  cent  of  the  net 
jiwoceedi  arMng  from  iSu  sales  afornaid  should  be  sub- 
ject to  the  control  ofiha  Legidbtnre  of  that  State,  and 
he  ipplied  to  the  making  roads  within  the  same.  It 
tiao  ippean  try  an  act  passed  on  tha  Sd  of  March,  ISOil, 
that  tnis  modification  rvceiTed  the  aaaetion  of  Con- 
gnaa;  and  that  in  pursuance  of  this  compact  a  taw 
was  passed  on  the  S8thof  March,  I808,aalhorizing 
the  naatdent  of  die  United  Stales  to  appoint  commis- 
atonera  to  lay  oat  a  road  from  Cambeciand,  or  a  pdnt 
in  its  vidnity,  to  the  river  Ohio  ;  and,  on  their  report, 
to  pnisoe  fuch  measnres  as  in  bis  opinion  ware  proper, 
to  obtain  from  the  Statei  through  which  the  road  was 
laid  out  their  consent  to  its  location  and  completion. 

It  ftarther  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  location 
crossing  portions  of  the  States  of  Maryland.  Pennsyl- 
raniaf  and  Tii^nia,  applications  were  made  to  their 
etive  Legislatures,  and  permission  was  given  by 
to  open  and  establish  tha  said  road. 
Bj  the  report  of  the  Sectetaiy  of  the  Treasury  re- 
Itetad  to  the  ccnniBitta«w  it  appears  that  of  the  ai^uo- 
priattnis  harati^breniade  towMrdscemplalinf  this  wad, 
•adanoniktiaffiatbawhtdetotlicaiimof $410,000  00 
ThiM  ham  baan  sacpanded  «M6,T86  60 
CairMtotbaauvlaaDiBd    SS^79  76 

  308/M6-35 

Leaving  a  balance  on  the  37th  Fabni- 

aiy,  1816.  of  101,618  66 

^ip&abla  to  that  olgact.  And  that  a  further  appro- 1 
piUtion  of  $300,000  is  raconunendad  by  that  report  to 
eonplete  the  road  to  BrownsriUe  on  the  Mononnhala 
rfrart  to  cover  tha  ezpenaea  of  a  snrvey  from  wenoa 
1^  Washington  and  Alexandria  to  Wheeling,  and  to 
make  the  road  at  and  from  Wheeling  to  the  one  hun< 
dred  and  thirteenth  mile  tree,  a  distance  of  aboot 
twelve  miles. 

It  also  appears,  by  the  letter  of  the  superintondent 
of  the  road  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  fro- 

rit  abuses  are  committed  on  the  road,  such  as 
wing  down  the  walls,  digging  away  the  banks,  dec. 
and  be  laggests  that  measures  ought  to  be  promptly 
a^pted  to  prevent,  and  to  punish  ^ese  outrages. 

This  investigation  luggested  to  the  committee  two 
points  of  inqniiy,  to  wlu^  their  attontion  has  been  di- 
rected. I'mt,  die  neeeiaity  of  protecting  the  work 
•liwdj  eoa^iotod  agahut  tawlaaa  Tndence ;  and^aee- 
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ondfy,  the  ptoyiaty  of  saaUng  aa  ample  approoaiaiiM 
for  advancing  lU  progress  to  coiplalien,  in  osder  ihM 
the  baneftts  it  pnnnisea  may  aoon  be  realised. 

In  eopiidenng  tha  flist  ixdntt  ^theogh  it  appiw 
that  the,  Saeralaiy  of  the  Treww,  in  hia  lattec  «a» 
municaled  at  the  last  session,  doubts  the  auhaatoef 
Congress  to  pass  any  laws  for  pnnishing  the  itfTwiifi. 
the  committee  do  not  perceive  any  defect  of  juisdk* 
tioD.  Without  omtroverting  the  t^dnion  tlwt  (lu 
Conititotion  does  not,  in  virtue  ef  any  grant  of  power 
conferred  by  that  instroment,  authntize  Congrsas  to 
open  roads  and  canals  in  any  Btote,  it  aeems  to  be  ad- 
mitted by  all,  that  if  a  compact  be  aadarwith  a  Stole, 
for  whi<m  the  nation  reeeires  an  equivalent,  aa  in  t^ 
case,  whereby  it  u  agreed  that  a  road  riiall  ba  opaMd 
by  the  Gferemmmt  of  the  Union,  and  tke  SMto 
through  which  the  load  passes  graM  the  xi^>  to  mA* 
it,  that  the  perfimaiatieeof  mch  oampaetiaiMt  in  ca^ 
travention  a  (hat  conatraction;  as  it  is  biltoied  tat 
the  eserciaa  at  aoch  powar  has  in  no  instoBce  baM 
Mtif  ni'rithninilrngtmriiriiitnlaidanniiiMiiiM 
for  a  period  of  Uurtean  yeara.  The  pwmiwiin  ef  the 
States  hanag  been  givaUfik  faBowa  aaAMaMUsraiii- 
eaqnence,  that  all  the  powan  obsianaly  niia—ij  tad 
proper  to  cany  the  gruit  into  camj^MB  afiet  and 
■erve  it  inviolable  have  been  conferred  also.  A  dint- 
ent  construction  weiild  render  the  consent  a  nuUi^, 
aad  exempt  from  punishment,  as  weO  the  individuab 
who  resisted  the  execution  of  the  arorfc,  as  those  that 
afterwards  destroyed  it. 

If  the  rigbt  to  ponah  tboMsikMas  habap  to  the 
National  Government,  it  may  be  efiseted  withook  ^ 
pasiage  of  any  law,  by  indictouot  or  infermation  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  Stotea ;  at  hy  enneting  atat- 
utoiy  proviaioni  fixing  the  penalties.  It  beiiig  &  fiu- 
damental  rij^t  of  the  judiciary  inherent  in  every  Gov- 
ernment to  pnniidi  all  ofiimeea,  against  the  laws  pasted 
in  pursuance  of  a  delegated  power,  independently  of 
express  legislative  sanctions.  Althongh  the  oonnnit* 
tee  deem  it  pnpw'toaake  IkbeafliiikaaaarlMa  of  a 
right  which  it  niaj  beeoue  nacaaaavy  te  ensrato*  «a 
some  future  ocaaaiau,  in.caae  of  ■  paiftiipfciij  isfiiaal 
l»  a  Stato  topav  Mnlaw  ^an  tha  mi$mt*  yvtnn 
tbtiy  briiava-aoandi  dwpoMtinn  ^xiate  iaaahliQiHg  ^ 
road  in  question,  and  the  pmanrnliftlMi  wdnt  9tal» 
lawe  nwy  be  meat  afisctual  in  prasanjling  (he  pnwlim 
complained  of;  becansa  of  the  ibrtanoaa  to  tka-fltfat 
where  the  tespactive  Federal  conrto  ate  taol^  tkir 
abstain  from  recommending,  at  thti  time,-tba  paiM^ 
of  any  law  upon  that  aolvecL 

In  eegard  to  tha  second  branch  of  tha  inqniqi,  vki 
tha  aBaoont  of  ai^repdation  jireper  to  be  nwda  at  tha 
pteaant  aaaaion.  it  aj^paan  to  the  oea»iittae»<hat 
though  (he  flind  chaigiMtblawilh  tha  iwiinlniawwit  «i 
expandituiea  has  baan  antieipatadt  it  ia  g-nrint— ■ 
prodnetiva  ese^  year  and  witt  ba  eT8iitM%  miaq/ttm 
to  dafiiv  tha  aipMUwi  oTeunpMiig  tbaaaad 

If  Congresa  peracTwe  with  becoming  spirit  in  tfato 
great  pnUie  work,  we  ^aU  aoon  see  one  ^  (he  teal 
roads  in  the  werld  ever  4hB  rfudnsef  mauntalBs  mbUh 
separate  tbe  western  from  tha  Atlantic  wates^  awl 
which,  but  a  few  years  sloea,  were  ani^osed  to  pi^ 
aent  insarmonataUa  obsladas  to  a  safe  and  easy  tator. 
ooorae.  The  comnlttee  leant,  with  mnah  sattAdfeB, 
that  the  Stato  of  Maryland  is  engaged  in  eiteadSnK 
the  tampfte  vend  that  vsaehae  firoaa  BaMaMn  to 
Boonesborough,  on  to  Fort  Gnmberiand;  an^ln  nil 
probaUIi^,  it  wiU  be  oempleted  bafera  the  nation^ 
rand  fiom  that  point  to  tha  Ohi»  to  InialMd. 
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It  is  not  iaiMidad  ta  <xp>tkte  at  lang*  apon  tte 
moral,  pofilical,and  fhjiical  advMMiffaa  af  Aianad 
loAanaUoi.  Ttugr  danUlaM  aotarad  faHf  into  Aa 
contomiAatioD  of  tlia  Conmw  nhom  iha  oiifiiial 
law  wu  pawed;  tiiDa  ana  aoyanHMa  han  ttia 
fiilnaM  of  Umv  nnotiMM  to  tka  wMmd  of  their  deaU- 
ion ;  aod  it  im  tiik»  a-flMitoa  <rf  MUfrlia  and  ragiat  to 
the  commiltefl,  that  the  work  bw  beaa  nSeni,  with 
Uw  aiD^  uaaoi  poaoNaad  bgr  Ike  OoraauwM,  to 
linger  for  a  period  w  mora  AaftniM  yaan*  A  vigor- 
ona  pTooaoiuiai  of  U  mir  cm  aloHh  in  i»j  d<gm> 
r*pairtba  pait  aei^;  aai> «  flia  aatHnalkB  of  the 
committea.  no  ■atSaet  ia  nan  dian  iiiwt  tta  &vn  of 
Gaafreai.  Thej  are  awara  of  the  opiaian  antar- 
ttined  bv  aooM  that  the  WMlem  eeuotry  atraady  hdUl 
out  lofficiaat  Ivcea  to  the  iiAal«tuta  of  the  Attantic 
Statea  to  migrate  tfaithai,  and  that  it  ia  ttaptditie  to 
eontribnta  to  their  inweaae,  whiiA  iriU  bo  the  aAct, 
u  it  ia  anioae*^  of  fiTBv  ihoiUtiea  to  nieh  rMMval. 
Hm  anor  of  thia  seaaooint  ia  prtvad  bgr  the  iirfaUible 
laat  of  a;qianaDoa,  apj^iad  to  MM  pMl  and  preMnt 
popniatioa  of  the  Statea  and  Tanritoriei  weik  of  the 
BBOODtaina.  The  amigiaBt  remoM  witt  intention  to 
raeide  for  life  in  hia  now  It^iiMiM;  and  whan  he 
determinaa  span  s«eh  * Mnofal,  ha  bartowa  bitt  little 
attention  vpen  tha  iaqniij  iribathar  tha  read  on  which 
he  has  to  traTel  ii  a  very  goadaoator  in  tha  conditfen 
of  the  pnadpal  Stale  roada  now  niMd.  polM^t 
theiebre,  althongh  it  eannat  wareiil  Um  ftom  «mng 
to  tha  Waaty  nuy,  and,  if  pwatad  in,  aoon  wiU  Male- 
rially  afiett  hb  fittwe  oHulesiana  with  the  Baatam 
coantry  in  all  tha  nmifieatiom  of  a  MtoaUy  pMdta- 
Ue  trade  and  iDtareeOfae.  The  nitniat  advaDtogaa  of 
a  water  of«r  a  land  eramnaioatlea  tat  tha  pnrpoaaa 
of  traupoiting  all  artialeB  af  marahandiao,  will  not  be 
denied  hv  anj  t  and  trade  wiU  elw^fa  aaek  that  dtui< 
nel  whii^  affinda  it  H»  fuMtt  ptoapaeta  af  nnlMng 
ito  laiitiMla  pi«Al»  Whanawt,  IhaMisH,  land  and 
mm  aomnranlcatiott  ai«  fc—d  to  paMaa  a  Mr  ean- 
petitioB  with  aaeh  «dwr  in  ai^  cwntix,  tha  impron- 
BMBta  Ml  bath  moat  be  equal  to  prevent  tha  mmopofy 
of  other. 

TIm  nangatiota  of  the  IGsnarippi  and  Obio^Tera, 
by  steamboab,  ii  now  in  iti  inftDcy ;  ita  eaceeu  im  no 
Itniger  donbtfiil,  and  it  ia  inereeiing  with  a  rapi£ty 
oorraepoDdiag  to  that  eucceaa.  Paring  the  iMt  years 
tha  angar  anil  cotton  of  LoaiaiaQa  were  brooght  np 
bj  tha  water  to  Plttsbvg,  and,  in  consaqoence  of  tha 
extnordUu/y  demand,  were  transported  thenea  in 
wagons  10  ua  AHantie  dtieo,  and  sold  at  prioea  afibrd- 
ing  a  ^nfit  to  the  owner.  With  the  great  edraotagea 
of  steam  navigation,  unless  the  lo&ds  across  the  monn- 
tains  are  much  Improved,  the  merchants  of  the  West* 
em  coantry  will  cease  to  pnrchate  goods  from  tha  im- 
porters at  Xew  YoA,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  dw., 
and  New  Orieana  will  aoon  bocomo  the  aole  empo* 
liom  of  their  trade. 

TUa  raanit  never  oan  ha  produoed  If  a  doe  attention 
be  paid  to  the  iowovement  of  the  meana  of  internal 
commai^cation.  The  rivers  that  take  their  rise  in  the 
mountains  may  be  made  navigaUr.  In  rarioDs  sec- 
tions of  the  coantry,  the  portage  between  them  can 
be  diminished  to  an  ineonsiderable  distance,  and  roads 
putting  over  the  entire  route  will  present  an  option  to 
the  merchants  as  to  the  mode  of  transportation. 
Their  conneiiona  have  been  formed  for  a  eonnder^e 
period.  Thaie  have  begotten  oonftdenee,  and  a  mn- 
taali^  of  interasta  which  bind  the  pattiea  to  a  ftatnN 
intenourae,  and  wliieh  vfiU  not  be  ehuged  uilaaa  Ibr 
a  poiitivn  and  muqnincal  brnaflt 
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Bnl  dM  arilnntagaa  of  an  innate  Bsmmnial  ««- 
neiioo,  though  addraased  to  tha  mtesert  of  tha  paitiai* 
an  not  the  most  iapottaaL  Coed  leada  ham  all 
ftnanca  aver  p^rieal  jmposwhilitias.  By  UtainisM^ 
the  natanl  impeiKmaBta,  tli^  hrfng  plaaea  and  ibdt 
inhabitanto  njgbar  to  aadt  other.  They  ineraaaa  thn 
value  af  landa,  and  ttie  firoils  of  tha  eartii  in  laoMta 
situations,  and  by  anlaxging  tha  Sphere  of  n^^ly,  pw* 
vent  thaaa  aoddra  ftietaatioDB  of  ptices,  alike  pntjodl* 
«ial  to  the  gvower  and  conswner.  l^igr  .pwimeta  » 
iraa  tntasoMma  among.  Um  aMwna  of  inmate  ^Imm^ 
wUeh  Mfaiimliiil  pHjndiaaa  anil  aAimaailMri  mn 
diasipatad,  local  and  aactional  feefings  ate  halwra^ 
and  a  nartnnaliry  of  ehaiaeicr,  so  drtdraHe  to  ba  «n- 
conragad,  is  Bniversally  monloatod. 

Tha  raad,  whkh  is  the  stddjeet  of  Oe  patttodax  ik> 
qniiy  of  the  eaouBittee,  baa  additional  raaommenda- 
tiena.  It  leads  na  ftr  as  Washington.  Paansylvwua, 
in  adiract  Itoaflmn  tha  Sett  af  GovMiaant  toiha 
impartant  ftoatiat  of  ^  IMlad  Statoa  wu  tito  Vpptf  ■ 
X.a«aa;  and  It  aa tha  oaaamHtoe aijifiii,  Itb^lhatein 
policy  of  tha  natiMi  to  have  a  disaat  sattita«y  nnwiw 
mention  in-  the  eatiaa  diataneara  road  can  ba  entMidad 
from  Washington,  and  passing,  at  ft  vriM,  thiaagh  n 
laitge  extant  of  pi^Wic  lands,  inthnnMnto  will  be  held 
oat  to  tha  Westorn  aHtkrs  to  pwnhMo  them,  and  by 
a  nqiid  iaanaae  of  lha  popatatian,  tha  necessi^  i( 
keeping  uf  aoonsidaraUa  mWtory  ftrnmin  that  quae* 
tor  will  ha  diminished,  if  at  anHialy  aiimsaihd. 

These  eoMiitato  a  pattof  thn  luiapUi  wUA  kmn 
indoead  the  eomnatiaa  to  raeamnmnd  an  ayptsyiitf— 
of  three  bandsad  thousand  dollaas  at  this  ImiBt  nftd 
thereiora  they  anbok  the  fidlovring  Msohitien : 

Muohtd,  That  the  bUl  enbtlad  "an  act  making 
apptoprimUoat  for  the  soppoft  of  Gaaanim«Dt  for  tin 
year  1816,"  be  amended  in  tfw  —  Um  byinsatting 
the  following  pasagra^ : 

■•Far  Hating  tha  nnd  from  Oiinabwland,  in 
Statoof  Mai7laad,tothe  8toto  of  OUo,  to  ba  zqnU 
ontof  tha  ftva  aercantbiud  laaAvad  for  HbaA 
poaa,«SO«.MO.'^ 

ATTORNiT  OWXERAL. 
The  following  Maswfa  wne  reoeirad  fran  the 

PRBOWHT  or  TMM  CJlMTU)  SVXTM: 

I  tHnamittote  Banae  of  BapfMnntttMi  a  tapMt 
ftwn  ^SaoMtary  af  tha  TiaaMay,  eamplytaig  «4A 
thalr  MMhnisn  af  4»  Mib  of  Fetooaiqr  laM. 

M1B8  HADIRHr. 

Tnxiscnr  DxrAn-nim,  Mat^  31,  1816. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  to  whom  the  Fiaai- 
dent  of  the  United  Stataa  refoiredtherasolntionof  tiw 
29ih  of  Febro^  181fl»  rafoaatiag  that  ihaie  ha  lafcl 
before  the  Hooaa  of  Rmoeonlativaa  •*  ^  gtatomoBt  ^ 
the.casea  in  whidi  he  has  employed,  or  caused  to  be 
em^yed,  counsel  to  aaeut  the  Attorney  General  {woa- 
ecnting  causes  in  the  Supreme  Uourt  of  die  United 
States;  stating,  as  naariy  as  may  be,  the  amount  of 
the  property  in  dispute  in  each  case,  the  namea  t^ths 
coonsel  so  employed,  the  period  of  employing  tham, 
and  the  coitopensation  granted  to  them  in  eadi  ease ; 
also  the  manner  of  maUng  snob  eompanaatton,  and 
the  fund  out  of  which  the  same  waa  patd,"  haa  the 
honor  topfaaeat  the  flillawfng  report : 

Thathappaan  to  teve  been  tha  praetiea  of  the 
OoTommant  to  aoi^  eonnsal  to  airist  tlm  Attonej 
OtMffal,  and  also  -the  district  attonwye,  in  etaaa  of 
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mat  u^ertUMe,  mOmt  u  to  the  principle  or  as  to 
tte  vahia  inTalrcd  in  tb«  eontroren^.  Thne,  for  ez- 
wpl^  ao  early  aa  the  Pebniary  term,  of  the 

Sopteme  Conit,  Alexander  Hajnihon  reoetved  a  fee  of 
9fi00  to  aanet  die  Attorney  General  in  maintaining 
tfw  affltmatiTe  npon  Uie  qoeeUon  reipeeting  the  Oon- 
stitationBlily  of  the  carriage  tax ;  and  Alexander 
C^pbdl  and  Jared  InganoU,  eonnsel,  maintaining 
the  negatiTe,  received  a  fee  of  fS88  88,  nnder  an 
agreement  tiiat,  fiw  the  pnipoae  of  obtaining  a  final 
4mkhD,  the  United  Stataaiboold  pay  aU  the  a^onaes 
incidant  to  the  tranafer  of  tfw  cause  Una  the  eireait 
cant  to  the  Snpreme  CoarL 

That  on  the  Mtfi  of  March,  1804,  in  obedience  to  a 
reaolntion  of  the  Honse  of  KepvesenUttvea  of  the  Sd 
«f  the  same  month,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  we- 
aanted  a  statenMnt  "  of  all  the  mimeys  wbidi,  nnce 
the  eetabltefament  of  the  present  Govemment,  had 
hM&naidattheTrearary  ofthe  United  SUtes  as  fees 
■t»  amlatant  coonad,  and  for  legal  adviea  in  the  bnsi- 
Mas  of  the  Unttad8tateo,inwUdi«««  diatiogttiahed 
the  aeveral  rams,  when  for  what  sernoaib  and 
to  whom  paid  respeetiTdy,"  amonnth^,  tn  the  wholes 
to  tttesnm  of  •&,OSS  16. 

That  the  statement  herennto  annexed,  marked  A. 
eentains  a  like  speciflcatlen  of  all  the  moneys  paid,  or 

Sy^Uo,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  from 
B  Mth  of  March,  1804,  until  the  present  time,  for 
the  enploymeat  of  oemMol  to  assist,  or  to  represent, 
the  Atloniay  Ganaral  in  eanoaa  depending  in  the  Sn- 
)t«me  Conrt  of  the  United  Statea,  amonnlfaig,  in  the 
n^ole,  to  Uio  sum  of  •4,64a 

That  this  Department  does  not  pomess  the  means  of 
statiBg  the  amoant  of  the  pn^i^  in  dispute,  in  each 
ease,  in  which  aanataat  coonsal  has  been  emj^t^ed  in 
the  Snpceme  Court;  but  it  is  confidently  belieTed, 
from  general  infermatiou,  that  in  every  sncfa  ease, 
either  the  v^w  of  th«  property  waa  great,  ot  the 
filaeiplo  of  the  eontnmrty  was  important;  or  Uie 
M^iloyinmit  of  asnstant  eoanad  ia  no  eases  of  rick- 
aaos,  or  other  caanaltie^  was  essentid  to  the  pnUic 
faHercats,  as  will  more  particntarly  appear  by  the  notes 
accompanying  atatenieQt  A. 

That  the  manner  of  making  the  eompensatiOD  to 
Uie  asstatant  eonneel  has  unifennly  been  by  iasutng 
tha  warranta  of  the  Seoetaiy  of  the  Tkcaanry,  feonded 
vpen  tho  official  aettloBant  of  the  Comptrolkr  and 
Aodifor;  and  by  paying  the  amoont,  citharMt  of  the 
appropriation,  aannally  paaied  by  Congress,  "fig  the 
duKharge  of  such  miscellaneooa  daimB  againat  tho 
United  Slates,  not  otherwiae  proridad  for,  aa  shaU 
Ikan  been  admUted  in  due  cooisa  <tf  setUemsBt  at  tha 
Treasuiy;"  or  out  of  the  appropriatioos  annoaQy 
made  *•  for  the  discharge  of  soch  demands  against  the 
United  States,  M  account  of  the  ciTil  department,  not 
•lharwfsa  pmided  for,  as  ahaU  have  been  admitted  in 
«M  floaisa  oTsettlaaent  at  the  Treasuiy." 
AU  wUdi  ia  reapectfiiny  aabmitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Sterdarj/^tMe  TVaoniry. 


STATBXnn  A. 

Manh  IB,  1806^AlexanderJameaDaUaswas 
empti^ed  to  sMist  the  Attorney  General  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  upon  the  argument  of 
the  case  of  the  United  Sutes  as.  the  aaugneea 
Blight,  a  bankri^  for  which  ha  ncMved 
a  eompansation  of  fSM 
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Ndt^ln  liim  caaa,  the  dafm  of  a  general  pri- 
oiity  for  the  aatidaetioa  of  debts  doe  to  the 
United  Statea.  oeenrred.  The  amoont  in 
dilute  waa  connderaUe,  but  the  pindple 
iDTolved  waa  of  much  more  importance.  Tlie 
Attorney  General  bemg  indisposed,  *the  as- 
sistant ootmael  argned  the  case  alone. 
January  1,181 8.— Alexander  Jamea  Dallas  waa 
employed  to  assist  the  Attorney  General  in 
Ae  case  of  the  Frendi  Gofwnment  sdioonar 
Balon,  (feHnady  the  BxdiangeO  gener. 
ally  in  tbm  bnainaaa  of  the  United  States  at 
February  term,  L81S,  for  whid  he  rec^vod  a 
compenaation  of  ..... 
mOe. — The  Balen  waa  a  pubUe  armed  Tesad  of 
France,  attadied  in  the  port  of  Philaddphia 
persona  claiming  her  aa  their  jgoperty. 
a  ease  invtrfved  the  impwtant  qaestion 
whether  anch  aa  attadimrat  wooid  lie ;  and 
on  the  lemoastraaee  of  th«  Miiriater  of 
Fhawe,  the  herident  dfawted  It  to  be  braagirt 
before  the  Snpreme  Co«rt>  Mr.  Pinkney, 
the  Attorney  General,  being  teceady  ap. 
pointed,  requested  also  eome  general  aamt> 
anee  in  the  bnsineaB  of  the  term,  to  pretent 
delay.  Mr.  Dallas  argued  the  ease  of  the 
Exchange,  and  ten  other  caaea. 
JMoy  14, 1808.— Waller  Jonee  was  em^Btfed  to 
aswt  the  Attorney  GeiMrd  in  the  n^reme 
Court,  upon  the  argnment  of  the  ease  of  the 
United  Sutea  e*.  the  IdMoaer  Betaey  and 
Charlotte,  William  VeatoD,  claimant,  tat 
which  he  recwred  a  eompeneatien  of  -  -  MO 
Fehntaryl.  1814.— William  Pinkney,  having 
resigned  the  office  of  Attorney  General,  was 
emploved  ss  eonnsel  to  argue  the  cases  of  the 
United  Statee  depsndiag  in  the  Supreme 
Cnirt  atPteaiy  tenn,  1814,  fn  vriitch  he 
raceivod  a  compeaaation  of       -      -      .  i,8M 

Ab/e. — Mr.  Pinkney's  resignation,  though  pn- 
vioosly  intimated,  waa  not  received  until  tbe 
term  had  commenced;  and  Mr.  Raah,i^ 
waslwointed  h»  snccessor,  cootd  not  take 
tbe  oath  of  office,  under  hia  commiaaion  dated 
tbe  10th  of  February,  1814,  until  the  13th  of 
tbe  aame  month.  In  accepting  his  appoint- 
ment, it  was  eiplicitly  understood  tost  he 
did  not  undertake  to  argue  the  causes  of  the 
United  States  daring  the  current  term,  as  it  - 
would  have  been  impracticable  to  read  the 
records,  and  to  make  the  neceaaary  prepara- 
tloa.  It  waa,  dierefore,  an  alternative,  mther 
to  postpone  the  public  business  until  the 
next  term,  or  to  engage  the  aervices  of  Mr. 
Pinkney,  who  had  a  previous  knowledge  of 
the  records.  He  was  accordingly  engaged, 
and  he  procured  decisiona  in  many  important 
caaea,  besides  giving  a  general  attention  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  Sutes  throughout 
die  term.  Mr.  Pinknn's  compenaation  haa 
Bot  been  jpaid  at  tiie  IVeasnn,  but  haa  been 
credited  in  his  acconnt  as  Minister  at  the 
Conrt  of  London. 

November  14, 1814.— John  Law  waa  employed 
to  prepare  the  atatements  of  the  cases  de- 
pending before  the  Supreme  Conrt  at  Feb- 
ruaiy  term,  1814,  for  whidl  ho  lacaived  a 
compenaation  of       -      -      -    " .     .  440 

ilfaCfa— Mr.  Pinkney  havii^  w^y  ttadartakni 
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I     to  diMhugo  the  datj  of  coodmI,  it  wm  ne- 
eaanry  lo  engafs  Mr.  Law'i  MrvicM  in  the 
f      Solteitor'e  bonoeu. 
,  February  ~,  18I(L— Walter  Jodm  wai  em- 
,      pk^e^  on  eocoont  of  the  extreme  indiepoei- 
tion  of  the  Attorney  Oeoarml*  to  traneaet  the 
boriiieae  of  the  United  Stalee  in  the  Sapeme 
I     Court  tt  Febroaiy  term,  1810,  and  a  oom- 
,     poneation  hae  been  aulhoiixed,  bat  not  yet 
^     peid»of  1.000 


THE  TARIFF. 

The  Hooae  then  agftin  raoWed  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  lo  rctgulate 
th«  Uriffof  duiiee. 

Mr.  Bnrs  made  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
words  ad  vaionm,  io  the  ehtuse  fixing  the  dnty 
OA  woollens  and  epttons ;  whieb  was  oegatired, 
ajres  40,  noes  65. 

Mr,  wiBsna  submitted  a  motion  to  alter  the 
tariff  proposed  on  cottons,  hy  laying  a  maximam 
duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  for  two  years,  and  then 

{fradnally  redaciog  it  to  per  cent.   Mr.  W. 

offered  several  argameDts  in  sapport  of  bis  mo- 
tion, bat,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  he 
withdrew  iij  for  the  present,  to  wait  some  infor- 
mation which  would  enable  the  Hoase  to  act 
more  uoderstaodingly  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  mored  an  amend- 
mcDt,  the  object  of  which,  substantially,  was  to 
defer  the  operation  of  the  duties  on  India  cottons, 
proposed  by  the  bill,  to  January  next.  He  offered 
tlus  motion  to  protect  the  merchants  engaged  ta 
the  India  trade  from  the  ruia  which  would  in- 
eriiably  be  inflicted  on  them  by  the  duties  pro- 
posed if  laid  Nuddenty,  aAer  merchants  bad  goods 
on  their  way  home  or  ordered,  and  without  si^- 
ciratDOtiee  to  enable  them  to  frame  their  measures 
aceordiugly. 

Mr.  LovNDBS  opposed  the  motion.  If  the 
doty  was  necessary  st  all  to  secure  our  mauu- 
iaeturers,  it  was  necessary  to  commence  its  oper- 
tion  without  delay ;  and  he  thought  the  gentle- 
man would  find  that  more  mischief  would  ensue 
to  the  manufacturing  interest  from  the  delay  he 
proposed  than  woula  be  prerented  to  the  mercan- 
tile class  from  its  adoption. 

Mr.  HoLBBBT  was  also  hostile  to  the  motion. 
It  was  said  that  Ibe  bill  would  ruin  the  India 
merchants;  be  wished  the  merchants  all  possi- 
ble sneeess  and  happiness  but  he  wbhed  well 
alio  to  the  manafaeiarers;  and  to  save  them  from 
nrin  h  was  necessary  to  act  promptly.  This  is 
the  moment,  said  Mr.  H. — the  i^yslcian  is  not 
wanted  after  the  patient  Is  dead ;  and  if  the  man- 
ofacturers  are  sunered  now  to  go  down,  it  will  be 
impossible  hereafter  to  resuscitate  them.  He 
hoped  at  least  that  his  cotlei^e  would  for  the 
present  withdraw  his  motion,  for  the  reason  stated 
on  Mr.  Wbb8tbb*8. 

Mr.  Ward  supported  bis  motion,  and  replied 
to  the  otQCcttons  which  bad  been  made  to  it.  It 
was  not  his  object  to  ruin,  nor  would  it  ruin,  any 
part  of  the  community— but  to  sare  a  Taluble 


12&S 


H.  opR. 


class  of  citizens  from  destmetion.  Re  argued 
that  the  time  asked  for  would  not  be  so  injurious 
to  the  manufactureis  as  was  predicted;  because 
they  would  be  able  to  get  on  very  well  under 
the  doable  duties  that  would  still  be  in  force: 
but  the  merchants  he  alluded  to  had  do  relief 
at  all. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Fickbbino,  on  the 
impropriety  of  producing  a  prohibition  of  a  par- 
ticular trade  by  high  duties  which  it  was  wrong 
to  do  by  a  direct  interdiction,  Mr.  Wabd,  for  the 
present,  withdrew  bis  motion. 

Mr.  MiLifOB  mored  to  strike  out  the  proposed 
duty  of  fire  cento  per  bushel  on  coal ;  which  mo- 
tion, howeTer,  heanbsequently  withdrew. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  then,  with  the  view 
of  eneoanging  and  protecting  the  great  quantity 
ef  nuchinery  erected  in  different  parts  of  the 
conntrir  for  rolling  and  slitting  iron,  and  en- 
couraging thai  manufacture,  and  showing  by 
several  siatemeuto  that  the  proposed  duty  was 
an  insufficient  protection — mored  to  increase  the 
duty  on  the  imported  iron  sheets,  rod  and  bolt^ 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  cents  to  two  hundred 
and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  iBviiia 
of  New  Tork,  Root,  and  Condict,  and  carried 
without  a  dirisioQ. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  increase  the  duty 
on  lump  and  loaf  sugar  to  eighteen  cents  per 
pound— belieriog  that  the  manufactories  of  the 
article  now  established  ia  the  United  States  were 
fully  able  to  supply  the  whole  country,  and  the 
dn^  proposed  by  lite  bill  being  in  his  opinion  in- 
anfiScient  to  protect  those  establishments  from  a 
successful  foreign  competition. 

Mr.  Smith  afterwards  gare  way  to  Mr.  Huqib, 
who  wished  to  reduce  the  dutjr  of  four  cento  per 
l>ound  on  brown  sugar ;  beliering  that  no  protee- 
tioo  was  necessary  to  encourage  the  manufaoture 
of  that  article,  by  whieh  large  fortunes  were  now 
making,  and  which  it  was  unnecessary  to  eo,' 
courage  by  taxing  the  commuuity  for  that  por- 
pose.  Mr.  H.  then  mored  to  strike  out  the 
proposed  duty  of  four  cento,  with  the  Tiew,  if 
successful,  of  fitting  the  blank  with  two  and  an 
half  cents. 

Mr.  RoBEBTBON  Said:  1  rise  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
oppose  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Sonth 
Carolina.  Before,  however,  I  enter  on  my  replft 
I  beg  leare  to  make  a  few  observations  of  a  gene- 
ral nature,  but  strictly  applicable  to  the  question 
under  consideration. 

I  think  I  am  founded  in  saying,  that  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  now 
brought  forward  by  the  gentleman  from  south 
Carolina,  has  resulted  from  ioatieotion  or  forget- 
fulness ;  it  can  be  traced  to  no  other  source ;  it 
can  be  executed  on  no  other  ground ;  for  it  is  at 
war  with  evjery  principle  he  has  laid  down,  and 
violates  the  whole  system  which  he  professes  to 
approve.  I  will  not  repeat  his  principles  or  his 
plans;  they  are  before  the  eyes  of  every  gentle- 
man io  the  House.  I  content  myself  wiin  saying 
again,  that  his  plan  of  reduction  in  regard  to  the 
duty  on  sugar, »  a  clear  and  maoifesC  riolation 
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his  owB  priacipIeS]  and  at  war  vitb  tb«  whole 
«ystem. 

The  State  of  Louisiaoa.  Mr.  Cbairmao,  from 
it»  happy  climale  and  feriile  soil,  is  competent  to 
iVirDiaa  the  Uaited  States  with  all  the  sugar  they 
may  require ;  but  that  this  roay  be  done  with  oer- 
tainty  and  within  a  short  time,  some  eDcourage* 
ment  is  io dispensable.  Is  any  maoufactare  nore 
important  to  the  natioji  ?  Is  there  one  which 
mar  be  aided  by  a  tax  on  its  foretga  oompetitioo 
with  less  iojustice  to  the  community,  or  with 
greater  adTantaee  to  the  reTeane?  Gentlemen 
call  it  an  agricuuaral  product  j  is  that  sufficient 
to  render  it  an  object  of  prejudice  ?  Have  oar 
maDoftcturers  already,  by  iheit  combiDations, 
succeeded  in  plaeinff  their  employment  on  higher 
gionnd  than  tbat  ofthe  agricidtarist  ?    Bat,  say 

SallemeD,  why  not  hold  out  encouiagcmenc  to 
e  maoafaetarer  of  floor,  to  the  growers  of  rice, 
tobacco,  wheat,  &c.t  Is  it  poaaihle  tbat  an  argu- 
ment of  this  kind  cap  bare  any  weight;  is  it  se- 
riously urged  t  Let  me  ask  gemlemen,  it'  tobacco, 
rice,  and  wheat,  were  interfered  with  by  foreigB 
importation,  whether  they  would  not  see  the 

?ropriety  of  giving  that  aid,  by  which  we  should 
e  enabled  to  raise  these  important  products  whhin 
our  own  country?  Would  it  not  be  wise  to  do 
10?  Would  not  a  dependence  on  foreign  supply 
for  these  essential  articles,  be  fatal  to  our  happiness 
and  prosperity  1  And  let  them  ask  themsietves  if 
the  cane  were  the  farorilte'culture  of  their  State, 
whether  they  would  not  aee  the  propriety  of  sns- 
taining  it  against  the  riral  efibrta  of  a  ibrei§o 
country? 

In  the  decision  of  this  question,  the  iat^esta  oX 
Louisiana  are  not  aloae  concerned.  Is  it  not  ioa- 
portant  that  in  time  of  war  we  dionld  he  fnmiabed 
with  this  raluable  article?  Let  the  stioaUoQ  of 
the  country,  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  answer 
the  question.  The  States  of  the  tfnioB  nwy 
hereafter  not  only  be  supplied  with  sugar  from 
a  sister  State,  but  supplied  at  a  cheap  rate ;  the 
steamboat  narigation  of  the  Missiiisippi  aod  it* 
rarious  waters  wilt  produce  this  eSeot.  The  high 
price  during  the  war  grew  simply  out  of  the  want 
of  traDsporiationj  this  auie  or  things  will  nerer 
again  occur. 

In  times  of  peace  the  distant  and  extensive 
trade  with  New  Orleans  will  gire  employment 
to  our  maritime  industry ;  thus  substitutiog  a 
tnde  with  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  for 
that  with  the  West  Indies,  and  which  we  already 
hare  lost.  Whilst  an  exclifston  of  all  other  fbr- 
eigo  manufactures,  howerer  beneficial  to  our  in- 
tematioDal  prosperity,  destroys  a  commerce,  if 
in  no  other  point  of  new  desirable,  important  to 
navigation,  let  us  take  care,  that  while  we  pro- 
mote maoufactures,  we  do  not  so  far  annihilate 
commerce  as  to  destroy  maritime  industry,  and 
thus  cut  off  the  right  arm  of  the  nation.  Com- 
merce, considered  in  regard  to  Amefica,  is  mari- 
time strength ;  render  useless  the  merchant,  and 
joa  may  save  yourself  the  expense  of  building 
T«sels  of  war.  In  the  hourof  battle  they  will  be 
without  seamen.  The  planter  of  Louisiana  offers 
you  a  valuable  manufacture,  an  extensive  com- 


merce, and  an  iQoiwiiwtl  levanna km  th*  eouna 
manufaelurer,  wha  deitmys  your  voyage*  t»  ihe 
Bast  Indies,  offers  you  none  othtt  in  retom.  Otu 
iniercotttte  with  foreign  natioBB  can  nwrmr  be 
entirely  cut  eflT;  it  will  be  ^way*  »»ffi«i«»<  to 
breed  dispute,  and  prodvee  war.  Let  it  be  also 
sufficient,  if  it  plunge  us  into  war,  to  oarry  us 
through  it  with  soeeess  and  honor;  to  this  end 
marigme  force  is  necessary. 

The  duty  paid  on  imported  sugars,  if  ufcen 
front  the  pocket  of  the  consumer,  au^eou  the 
public  Treasury,  because,  although  it  affects  the 
price,  it  will  not  in  the  same  degree  affect  the 
quantity  imported  j  w4ereaa  the  duty  laid  on  Im- 
ported cotton*,  by  exolodiag  then  catirdif,  is 
added  to  the  price  of  the  domeilic  maanbelank 
taken  out  of  the  pocket,  of  the  (wnamnier,  and  pnt 
into  tbat  of  the  mannfoctorer  ^  thus,  ia  tha  ene 
case,  we  pay  a  tax  to  the  pnbli^  in  the  othc^  M 
iadividuals.  Ge^tlsmaa  have  indulged  ibena- 
selves  in  the  most  extravagant  nuBRpreseaaitiMa 
in  regard  to  the  wealth  of  the  planlepaof  Laiisi- 
ana ;  whence  they  bare  received  tbeif  inftna»' 
tioo,  1  know  noL  Th»  have  prehaUy  fome* 
their  opinions  from  the  false  aod  ridtcoleoa  atatt- 
meats  which  we  have  seen  of  the  great  pro&ia  aC 
the  cultivation  iorQeorgn ;  ai»d  a  geailetnwfiMK 
Sooth  Carolinn  tells  us  that  his  eo|istiiMata«m 
running  iottf  the  businesswith  tlMDtnostaluriC^ 
This  may  be  so,  but  I  beg  leave  to  tell  the  sewte- 
mao,  that  after«very  Utile  whiktheywiliniQ  with 
redoubted  alacrity  out  of  it;  tiwiU  notmasvrac. 
The  sugar  planters  of  Louisiana  are  not  ao 


mously  Hch  qe  {^ntlenen  affect  to  Mlmsl 
know  some  who  hare  been  ruMd  t  m*nj  m* 
hare  done  nothing  more  ihao  held  ikcir  owa ;  n 
few,  and  these  generally  witii  alt  4e  adrantagaa 
of  commencing  with  la^e  eapi^,  indepeiMmt 
if  you  please,  rteh.  But  thesaa^  mayheaaM  of 
onr  cotton  pkniera  and  our  merchaoisL  Them 
is  nothing,  as  yet,  which  very  adranlaceomlf 
distioguishesthecujtirationoftlieaane.  fbeliere 
the  olanters  stand  in  need  of  the  protecting  «aee 
of  Government ;  in  their  behalf  I  ask  it.  I  bare 
no  personal  ioterest.  I  am  not  a  sugar  naktr, 
and  from  present^ro^ets  I  believe  I  never  shaU. 
be.  I  have  not  brought  my  private  feeling  into 
operation  on  this  question.  1  wish  it  were  tke 
ease  that  no  pecuniary  consideration  could  ew 
be  seen  to  shape  or  decide  oar  poUtieaJ;  coorsfc 

In  regard  to  every  article  menuooed  in  Aa 
tariff,  one  excepted,  the  people  of  Looisimm  an 
the  purehaaers  and  consamen;  they  aw  to  ha 
heavily  taxed  to  augment  the  wealth  <tf  oihet 
parts  of  the  country)  they  are  willing  to  nufo 
the  sacrifice-— bi(t  they  ask  in  Ptturn  rraiptaani 
sacrifices;  they  ask  protection  to  their  singU 
manufacture — to  that  employment  in  which  naon 
capital  is  embarked,  in  rewtioa  te  the  State^  ihM 
in  any  other  in  any  State  in  the  Uaion,  in  re- 
gard to  its  wealth  aod  resources..  I  sappose  tW 
capital  thas  emp)oy«l  amoaots  to  nearly  400,400^ 
000,  one-third  of  the  agricultural  and  maonfrc- 
taring  wealth  of  the  nation.  Does  a«y  matiHk* 
facture,  in  any  other  Stati^  hear  aa  fre«l  a  pro* 
portion  to  its  wealth  ? 
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TIm  VKtUoo  of  dia  g^ftUaiDaD  kw  a  most  hu- 

portant  bearing  oo  the  revenue  of  the  oatioo,  as 
well  as  OD  tbe  prosperity  of  Loaisiaaa;  if  it 
siKceed,  it  will  strike  off  aboDt  9900,000  from 
the  receipts  of  the  Treasnry.  Does  the  seotle- 
man  propose  to  make  up  the  loss  by  addltioaal 
taxes  on  other  articles?  On  what  can  it  be  laid 
with  more  propriety  t  No  idea  is  ealertained  of 
inenastDfr  the  direct  tax,  and  augmented  duties 
on  any  other  labject  will  amoaot  to  a  total  pro- 
hibition or  invite  exfenslre  smoggtiog^;  if  liie 
ullele  be  huiky,  it  wilt  not  be  vmported,  if  it  be 
otfrerwiw,  it  will  be  sorrepiiiionsly  introdaeed— 
in  eidrer  event,  no  benefit  neerues  to  the  ens- 
loms. 

My  friend  from  South  CaroIiDS,  the  chairman  of 
the  Coaimittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who,  I  hesi- 
tate not  to  say.  is  better  aoquaiated  with  tbe  fis- 
cal concerns  of  the  natioD  than  any  member  of 
this  House,  has  recommended  ihe  doty  which  I 
now  adrocato;  he  tells  you  explicitly,  it  is  re- 
V>u«(l  by  theneetssltieftof  iheGweeroaient.  lot- 
partial  and  HMnUigent  a*  he  is,  he  has  not  said  as 
nuuih  in  n^id  to  nnji  otfaar  laxi;  h«  bm  net  mp- 
ported  high  duiiaa  eetton  ud  WDoHcn  ffooos, 
haa«nio  no  benefit  wotrid  remit  t«  ike  pobtic 
fnm  kying  tbemf  they  wmM,  ae  ffaey  will, 
eeiM  to  be  iapMted,  or  be  smu^led:  aird  the 
beaefit  to  the  nation,  if  either  of  these  tbould  oc- 
cur, cannot  be  easily  perceired }  no  danger  of  this 
kind  is  to  be  apprehended  in  reepeet  to  sugar,  it 
is  too  bulky  to  be  smuggled,  and  too  necessary  to 
the  community  to  be  olspeosed  with. 

I  fear,  Mr.  ChairmaD,  that  an  interest  is  spring- 
ing up  before  which  every  other  is  to  be  pros- 
trated j  tbe  mere  manufacturer  is  to  be  preferred; 
whether  be  be  a  manufaciurer  of  the  r«w  mate- 
rial, produced  by  oar  own  country,  or  that  of 
other  States,  is  not  to  be  asked— wliatnter  injury 
be  done  to  tbe  revenue,  whatem  mitt  tn  brongin 
Mt  OMratime  inidnatfy,  hownvtr  nweh  the  afrt> 
«Nllitrioi  anffer,  the  naovfiietvrer  naoM  Md  will 
htt  •aenoraged.  Boa»ttu  Bmufkniuivr  of  wool 
WMt  encMTBgeaaftit,  fimign  cleth  ia  shot  out, 
the  nine  of  tbe  duties  giren  up,  and  the  compe- 
tition, eo  heneicinl  to  ine  eooanmer,  i»  destroyed  j 
doee  the  fitrmer  ask  to  foe  protected  in  raising 
sheep,  Bcr  w  tofomlvh  the  raw  material,  the  ne- 
«eenary  doty  on  foreign  wo6l  is  dented,  because 
it  is  convenient  end  profitable  to  the  mnnufac- 
tUTOT  to  purchase  wool  as  cheap  as  possible, 
whether  it  be  foreign  or  native.  Apply  tbe  same 
examraation  to  other  subjects — does  tbe  sugar 
refiner  ask  it,  foreign  refined  sugar  is  excluded 
from  the  market  by  enormous  duties;  does  tbe 
grower  of  tlie  raw  material  solicit  protection,  it 
IS  denied,  because  it  is  coovenieni  aiul  profiuole 
to  ibe  refiner  to  obtain  the  raw  oMtieiial  as  olteap 
as  possible.  I  will  detain  the  House  no  loogor. 
I  MTc  eadenvorcd  lo  abnw  Uut  it  is  a*  inportnat 
to  tbs  iotemte  oC  the  nniMik  t»  prowet  the  enlii- 
Tnlkin  of  ite  etttt»  and  ika  BMainheMire  of  sogar, 
aa  any  other  manafiwMnn  whatever;  thai,  by  so 
liu30§,  in  oppOBKioB  to  wkm  wilt  oecur  from 
atupneotiDg  tha  daties  aa  imported  goede  geoe- 
laUy,  yoB  encoamge  the  nommeice  and  navign- 
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tton  and  add  to  the  reaeaaea  nt  tba  natlott.  I 

hope  the  motion  will  not  |»0vail. 

Mr.  Hosnn  a(Anowtedged  tlust  the  statemeHift 
he  had  jostJieard  bad  done  away  much  of  Us 
objection  to  the  duty  proposed  in  the  bill,  and  if 
the  gentleman  from  Looisiaaa  coald  eonrince 
faim  that  the  ealtivatoie  of  sogar  oonld  not  go  on 
safely  widtout  tbe  duty,  be  wotdd  not  press  hie- 
oaotloo  further ;  but  he  apprehended  the  gentla- 
man  had  been  in  soane  meaMue  ii^neneed  by  hie 
feeliag^,  and,  not  beins  a  grower  hiaiaclf,  aeiikt 
be  misled  by  aa  imperteol  aequaiatanea  with  nKi 
subject. 

Mr.  RoBBRTBOM  replied  at  some  length  ta  Mr. 
HnOBS,  in  support  of  liis  previous  stxtenwnt;  af- 
ter whom 

Mr.  LowNBBB  made  a  lew  remarks  oB  the 
same  side.  He  argued  that  tbe  nanirfacture  of 
sugar  demanded  encouragement  as  strongly  aa 
«ay  other,  and  that  he  tiunifffat  tbe  duty  pro* 
posed  by  the  bill  was  even  too  low,  being  a  very 
amall  HM»caee  on  the  specific  duty ;  nnd  it  mm 
m  necoBMry  for  the  pnrpoae  of  Fereana  a*  the 
protection  of  the  article. 

Mr.  BBBFrBTsafd,  he  wn  in  favw  af  the  motion. 
Ha  oUeeteA  to  a  high  doty  being  laid  for  tba  » 
poae  M  reTcnne,  beeanee  it  wooTd  prase  too  hea- 
vily on  the  poorer  elasees.  Sf^ar  had  bcoome  aa 
article  of  oeceisi^,  ud  was  naed  almoat  as  much 
by  the  poor  as  the  rich}  it  was  taitog  the  poor, 
therefore,  10  impose  a  heavy  duty  on  it.  As  to 
the  necessity  of  protecting  the  article,  the  in- 
crease of  the  coiinre  for  several  years  was  a  suffi- 
cient argoaient  that  it  was  profitable,  and- needed 
no  protection.  Sdf-interest,  be  said,  was  ea^a- 
eyed,  and  would  pnrsae  only  what  was  prodnei- 
ive  of  profit.  Mr.  S.  resorted  to  a  variety  of 
other  arguments  to  show  that  two  and  an  half 
cents  would  be  an  ample  duly  on  the  artieie, 
either  for  protactioo  or  revenue. 

Mr.  CALdoim  naade  a  ftw  remarks  tghiM  tfew 
motiBB.  He  dwelt  on  tbe  great  iaipntMiaa  ^ 
tbe  articlt,  aad  the  expediency  of  eneoBvejtiMff  Hi 
prodoetion  in  oar  own  eoentry,  by  wUehoor  sim- 
pliee  would  be  so  mnoh  more  oertaia;  and  be 
eafotoed  particularly  the  neoessf  ty  of  ^ooaAffng 
all  ihoaa  artielea  at  bomcj  for  which  we  now 
pended  on  ibe  West  Indies,  to  wbieh  the  traile 
was  80  precarious  that  a  proelanutioa  from  Ibe 
Governor  of  aa  island  mi|^t  any  momcat  ent  it 
it  off. 

Several  other  gentlemen  entered  into  this  de- 
bate, whose  rentarks  cannot  be  givea  in  the  above 
condensed  manner.  Mr.  WiLin  opposed  the 
motioo,  and  Messrs.  Milhob,  PioKSBfiM^  and 
Pitkin,  advocated  it. 

The  qaesUon  on  striking  out  the  eum  of  fow 
cents  was  then  taken,  and  oarnod— ayes  SI, 
noes  55. 

Mr.  Pmw  moved  to  fiU  the  blank  with  three 
cents. 

Mr.  FwtBTra  pmpoeed  to  All  it  with  five  eenfi^ 
and  spoke  cone  lime  In  support  of  a  high  datv 
oo  the  artiele ;  which,  he  said,  would  be  etdll- 
vatcd  very  aieasively  in  Georgia,  if  proper  en- 
couragement were  given  to  it  by  the  GereruMaC 


The  l\ir0: 


Digitized  by 


1263  fflBTOEY  OY  OOTOBBSB.  im 

H.or.a.   Bank*  in  the  Dittrict  of  Columbia.  Makoh,  1S16. 


Mr.  F.  protcittd  alio  with  waFmtb  against  the 
iDjastice  of  taxiog  the  Sooth  to  support  the  maa- 
unetaren  of  the  East,  and  jret  deof  ii^  to  the 
Sooth  My  aecDrity  for  their  maaafactares  in 
retam. 

Ur.  RoBUTsoH  also  adraeated  thii  motioo, 
aad  Mr.  Pitkik  opposed  it ;  when 

The  question  on  five  oents  was  ncgatiTod. 

Mr.  Cut  theo  mored  to  fill  the  Uaak  with 
thna  eeots  aad  a  hal^bat  hoped  some  gentlemaD 
wooU  Mopose  to  restore  four  eeott;  ia  favor  of 
iriiieh  Mr.  C.  argned  at  soiae  leogth. 

Mr.  Gaston  spoke  a  short  time  in  opposition 
(0  the  proposed  datjr;  and  earnestly  entreated 
the  House  to  coouder  those  unfortnoate  maou- 
factoring  States,  which  were  burdeoed  on  the 
one  hand  to  eoconraffe  the  roaaufactorcs  of  the 
Saat,  and  taxed  on  the  other  to  protect  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  South,  ftc. 

After  an  ineffectual  attempt  by  Mr,  Wooo- 
wuD  to  obtain  a  recoasideiatinn  of  the  question 
OB  strikiag  ont,^with  the  riew  of  moving  to  re- 
store four  eeats;  his  reasons  for  which  he  briefly 
stated. 

The'qaestion  on  filling  ihehUnk  with  three 
aad  a  half  eent^  was  carried— ayes  64,  noes  S8. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  aaain. 

And  oa  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until 
Mooday. 


Monday,  March  25. 
Mr.  laviNG  uesented  a  petition  of  Jacob  Barker, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that  oeriain 
suits  instituted  against  the  eodorse»  of  certain 
bills  of  exchaoee  drawn  by  him  oo  his  ageots  in 
I«ODdon,'ia  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  dorins 
the  late  war  with  that  eouatry,  (which  were  sold 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  and  were 
nrtoraed  protested  in  eooscquence  of  the  British 
Government  haviog  prohibited  its  sabjects  from 
Haduf  ia  the  United  States  stock,  upon  which 
-the  said  bills  were  bottomed.)  may  bs  discontin- 
ued upon  their  returning  toe  purchase  money 
given  for  the  said  bills,  togethwwith  interest  and 
all  the  costs  which  have  accrued  thereon.— The 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  Flbasahtb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  "cespectins  the  late  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop-of-war  Wasp,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendroeat,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "Aa  act  placing  cer- 
tain penoas  oo  the  list  of  Navy  pensioners," 
Cvonnded  at  Dartmoor  prison]  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

A  messa^  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill  "  for  the  relief 
of  John,  Holkar,  formerly  Consul  General  of 
France  to  the  United  States;"  also,  a  bill  **for 
the  relief  of  the  Baltimore  and  Massachusetts 
Bible  Societies in  which  bills  they  ask  the  eon- 
enrceaec  of  thie  House. 


BANKS  DT  THB  DIBTRIOT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  TucKEB,  from  the  Committee  oo  the  Dis> 
trict  of  Colombia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  ne* 
titioos  of  sundry  oauking  associations  io  said  Dis- 
trict, praying  for  charters,  made  a  detailed  report 
thereon,  favorable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitiooen, 
on  their  complyiog  with  certain  conditions;  which 
was  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  eommittee  bmn  participated  ia  that  de^  and 
general  concern  to  whidi  the  anaathorbed  estsbbh- 
ment  of  banking  associations  thronghout  tho  country 
has  given  rise.  They  wilt  forbetr  to  dilate  apon  ths 
ittcalenlable  evils  which  inevitably  flow  horn  sufietiaf 
any  association  of  indtvidaals,  who  dioose  to  cs^i^ 
in  such  pnisnit,  to  poor  into  the  circnlati(m  of  ths 
ooontiy  a  flood  of  bank  paper  at  their  discretion.  Tie 
general  sentimrat  has  been  so  perfoctly  selUed  on  this 
sntject,  snd  has  been  so  entirely  just&ed  by  the  les- 
sons  of  a  dear  bought  experience,  that  your  coounittes 
have  chosen  rather  to  avoid  onprofitable  speenlatioBi, 
sod  to  act  at  ones  upon  the  aulgect,  the  introdoe- 
tioa  of  a  bill,  which  has  abeady  been  vepoited,  far  the 
snppresuoB  of  the  nMea  of  the  nndiartsnd  baidns. 
The  provisions  of  that  UB  (however  hanh  Ihtf  maj 
appear)  ere  believed  by  your  wi— i^j^f^  |q  j,,  mmaf 
tiaUy  necassaiy  to  afleet  the  great  sttd  inwertaut  ead 
which  tbey  have  in  view,  in  common,  as  they  believe, 
with  other  members  of  the  Coogrest  of  the  UaUad 
States.  They  have  recommended  iba  ponisluMDt  of 
the  persona  engaged  in  banking,  and  of  tlie  officers  «f 
such  institutions,  rather  than  s  general  penalty  on  the 
circulation  of  the  notes  of  unchartered  banks,  beesose 
the  experience  of  an  adjoining  State  has  snfficsently 
demonstrated  Uiat  provisions  of  the  latter  description 
cannot  be  carried  into  execution.  A  large  proportion 
of  sodely  becoming  implicatsd  in  the  offence,  it  be* 
comes  impossible  to  enforce  the  proriaions  of  tbrn  law, 
however  wise  in  iu  viewa,  and  aalutary  in  its  design. 

Bnt  whilst  joar  oommittea  nnhentaltagly  leoon- 
mead  the  prohiliition  of  the  establudiineot  of  new 
banks,  the  matnrett  reflection  has  cenvinosd  them,  4kat 
the  existing  state  «r  things  absolutely  rsqutes  tksse 
which  have  gone  into  operation  within  the  T)isliial 
withont  charter*,  to  be  incoipmted,  and  eiiArad  to 
continue  an  emplojmeut  of  mair  capital,  whid  was 
legitimate  when  their  associations  were  fonned.  b 
presenting  their  views  on  this  subject^  your  ff^mitVtr 
will  ask  attention  to  the  following  cenuderations : 

1.  What  are  the  evils  that  can  fair|r  be  anticipalsl 
from  chartering  the  tuuncorporated  banks  t 

a.  What  are  the  evils  which  are  likely  to  ensns 
from  anesting  them  in  the  course  of  their  buaineH? 

3.  What  are  the  poblic  advantages  thatouy  be  de- 
rived from  their  incotporation  t 

It  is  of  material  consequence,  in  detsnnining  dM 
first  of  these  questions,  to  observe,  that  it  is  {wopeeed 
by  the  committee  to  make  the  resumption  of  speds 
payments  by  the  banks  an  essential  coodititMi  m  ths 
chsrters,  and  to  prohibit  the  suspension  of  ipwae  rs> 
demption,  under  Uis  penalty  of  forfeiting  dtdr  priri* 
l^es  as  a  coiporatien.  With  sodi  aprovwioB,  Aty 
indulge  the  hope  that  ne  evil  of  suffioieot  maguitads 
can  fiuriy  be  apprehended  from  iaooipeniing  ths  laak- 
ing  companies  now  in  operaiien. 

An  opinion  has  been  entertained  by  some,  Aat  Um 
•moont  of  bsnk  es^ital  in  the  District  far  eaceeis  its 
wants,  and  thatittsbettertoUaiitii  ligr  pottiiigdowa 
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a  part  itf  tke  «uitia9  uaebartsnd  baaks,  if  wrt  the 
wbda.  It  is  balicved  that  tbii  opSBiMi  is  foanded  on 
a  niMivcdMnifam  d  ttie  amoant  of  capital  in  the  Die- 
ttlct,  and  b  iIm  aoBlndieted  by^  &oii  lAidi  admit  not 
of  controrenioii. 

The  Mtnal  baidc  M^tal  of  the  VuHnet  of  Oel«m1ua 
ie  aa  Ji^wi: 

Aotval  c^^lat  of  (he  chartered  bank*,  appearing  Aom  a 
printed  etaiement  before  the  Hoose     -  ^^lfi97 

Propoeed  capital  of  ux  nndurtered  baob, 
whkh  h  w  contemplated  to  incoiporate, 
mOL^BMjm  3^.000 


The  aetnal  capital  of  thodx  onchartered  baoka  doe* 
not  amount,  it  ia  believed,  to  more  than  two  mUlioaa 
at  the  preaent  time,  and  the  lum  of  five  hundred  tbooa* 
and  dtulara  hae  been  fixed  on  ai  the  amouitt  of  the 
capital  of  each,  because  it  is  pix^ble  the  demand  for 
bank  capital  may  increaae  before  the  expiration  of  the 
proposed  charters,  and  becaase  the  proviiioQB  of  the 
National  Bank  bin  prohibit  the  granting  of  anr  others. 

Thia  capital  of  fire  milliona  three  hundred  tnousand 
doUar*.  ia  not  confined  in  ita  active  operattoofl,  and  its 
beneficial  eflbet^  to  the  pqralatiM  of  the  three  towns 
in  the  Dfacriet,  amoonttiif  to  about  twm^  thoneand 
aovla.  Bvan  if  it  were,  it  la  bdiered  it  wonld  not  ex- 
ceed the  ^opoition  of  bank  c^tal  in  Baltimore  to  the 
poj^olation  of  thmi  citj.  Sot  wlien  we  take  into  the 
estimate  tlw  extenaive  and  rich  country  on  Uie  shorea 
of  the  Potomac,  and  even  of  the  Shenandoah,  atretcti- 
ing  np  nearly  two  hnndred  milee  West  and  Soothweat 
into  Virginia,  whose  produce  dkiefly  centres  in  this 
Biatrict,  and  whose  prosperity  is,  in  some  meaaure, 
dependent  on  the  command  of  capital  liera,  we  may 
venture  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  that  opinion  wliich 
prononnces  the  banking  capital  too  large.  A  nngle 
fact  ought  to  place  this  matter  beyond  doubL  It  is  me 
fac^  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  employment  of  the 
capital.  That  capital  cannot,  it  is  behoved,  be  justly 
pronounced  to  be  too  large,  which,  so  &r  from  exceed- 
ing the  demand  for  capital,  does  not  even  now  meet 
the  extent  of  that  demand.  It  ia  notorious,  that  the 
banka  «f  tlua  IMitriet  are  even  now  nnaUe  to  discount 
all  tiie  paper  whidi  ia  <4Bmd  them  by  men  of  unquea- 
tionaUo  aolvency,  of  the  highest  respectability,  and  «n> 
gagad  in  the  most  laudable  and  lucrative  em^oymenti; 
and  thongh  thii  incapacity  proeeeda,  ia  some  measure, 
Grom  the  ^sorption  by  Government  atock  of  a  part  of 
llieir  capital,  yet  that  circpmstance  is  nnther  supposed 
to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  vary  materially  the 
position  aasumed,  nor  ought  it  indeed  to  be  taken  into 
the  estimate. 

The  only  e^  it  is  supposed  that  ent  he  plausibly 
assigned  aa  likely  to  flow  from  the  chartering  of  the 
unincorporated  Imnks,  is  that  which  may  be  supposed 
to  arise  from  a  surcharged  circulation  of  their  paper. 
8o  long  aa  banks  continue  their  o|»eradons  without  re- 
deeming their  notes  in  specie,  this  i>  a  well  grounded 
apprehension.  The  love  of  gain — one  of  the  moat  pow- 
erful instincts  of  the  human  Iwart — without  the  salu- 
tary  ehaek  of  spede  radempllon,  will  always  tempt 
baakin|F  aasodatiMu  to  overtrade.  But  the  neeesri^ 
of  payng  ^ade  ftir  Aeir  notes  when  demanded,  af- 
teoi  an  ample  cbaek  to  that  prmensity,  at  least  in  the 
pcetant  atato  of  onr  pnbtie  attars.  The  committee 
iriU  not  intrade  upon  the  House  a  dismilsition,  on  a 
pn^oution  ao  ^ani  as  to  bt  at  preoat  unoat  nsstvsd 


as  an  axiom,  tltat  an  exceesive  issue  of  notes  wffl  for- 
niah  its  own  check,  if  banka  redeem  with  punctually 
the  notes  th^  send  into  dreulation.  Andaal^prin- 
cQ>le  of  specie  redemption  ia  the  fbundation  of  thn  re- 
port, it  ia  believed  that  no  evil  will  ensue  fitm  Ao 
adoption  of  the  measure  recommended  by  them. 

3.  The  evils  which  are  likely  to  ensue  from  aup- 
preesing  the  cliartered  bankt  already  in  operation,  are, 
on  the  other  hand,  believed  to  be  great  and  manifest. 

Your  committee  are  not  in  possession  of  sny  state- 
ment of  the  concerns  of  the  several  banks,  from  whidi 
it  can  be  accurately  known  what  amount  has  been  die. 
counted  or  lent  by  the  unincorporated  aasociationa  to 
individuals.  The  committee  ajipointad  by  order  of  the 
Honse  to  make  an  investigation  into  their  ntnation« 
will  probably  furnish  correct  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  appears,  however,  from  a  statement  of  one  of 
ttte  banks,  that  they  have  discounted,  on  an  actual 
capital  of  only  9^9,050  in  money,  to  the  amount  irf 
9489,000 ;  and  if  the  discounts  of  the  other  unchar- 
tered banks  bear  a  like  proportion  to  their  capitals,  we 
may  fairly  conclude  that  there  is  an  amount  of  between 
three  and  fbni  millions  of  dollars  discounted  by  them 
at  the  present  time.  The  effect  upon  the  mercantile 
class,  and  upon  society  In  general,  of  a  aumrearion  of 
theae  instilationi,  may  then  easily  be  conceived.  The 
snppreaston,  whether  immediate,  or  even  at  a  period 
somewhat  remote,  must  compel  those  institutions  im- 
mediately to  commence  a  heavy  and  ruinous  curtail 
of  their  discounts,  perhaps  an  immediate  payment  of 
the  whole  of  the  debto  due  te  them.  These  debts, 
amounting  to  perhaps  four  million^  form  most  proba- 
bly nearly  one-half  of  the  money  lent  by  all  the  banks 
in  the  District,  chartered  as  wall  as  unchartered.  A 
demand  o(  payment  of  a  ram  bearing  so  large  a  pro- 
portion to  the  mercantile  capital  of  the  towns  of  Oeorg^ 
town,  Waahtngton,  and  Alexandria,  must  ineritablj 
produce  the  most  serious  distress  among  all  the  debtors 
of  the  banks,  end  among  all  the  debtors  ef  those  debt- 
ors, and  thus  extend  throoghoot  every  ramification  of 
society.  Bankrhptcy  and  ruin  to  individuals  het«, 
loss  and  embarrossmento  to  those  connected  with  them 
In  trader  ta  their  creditors  elsewhere,  and  a  paxalyeli 
of  the  commerce  and  active  indosbry  of  tliis  VimOt, 
must  Iw  the  inevlteble  consequence ;  and  thoee  to  whom 
tba  Constitution  has  left  no  other  protection  than  the 
Legidatore  of  the  nation,  will  find  themselves  pros- 
trated the  hand  to  which  alone  they  can  look  fiw 
support. 

It  is  not  here  that  the  evil  will  stop.  The  sapptea- 
aion  of  the  unchartered  banks,  and  the  consequent  an- 
nihilation of  so  much  capital,  or  the  withdrawing  ae 
large  an  amount  aa  two  or  three  millions  of  dollar*  from 
the  active  capital  of  the  country,  must,  of  course,  prodnee 
a  visible  effect  upon  the  prices  of  the  produce  brought  to 
this  market;  and  whilst  it  thus  indirectly  iiyores  the 
agriculturist,  will  drive  him  to  seek  in  some  other  more 
dbtant  and  less  convenient  market,  that  fiur  price  for 
the  returns  of  bis  labor,  which  the  distresses  and  {un- 
ited capital  of  this  District  will  prevent  his  receiving 
here.  To  whatever  side  we  tarn,  there  seems  to  your 
eomailtoe  to  be  mischief  and  ruin  to  individnds,  and 
to  tba  District,  in  the-suppresaion  of  the  nncharferal 
banks  of  the  Biitriot.  nor  will  the  diartered  initttK- 
tiona  be  aMe  to  tOoA  reBef.  Notwithstanding  the  al- 
legation that  there  is  too  mneh  capital  in  the  Distriet, 
it  ia  believed  that  the  chartered  banks  have  discooaWd 
as  ftr  as  they  thmk  it  prudent  to  go,  and  are  dally  i*- 
Aising  tlie  ofier  of  good  paper  fiu  diacowt 
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Tor  tliM*  tmmona,  and  for  oUm^  (wbiflh  tboy  At- 
b*v  to  pnMlwtUiiiTep«rt,«l(hoii|^Ml«nd»dbe/ond 
llHir  ezpeoUtioDf,  should  bcoome  owe— on»Wy  toId- 
BiiaoWil  joar  coawiitUe  eunesUy  reoenmend  iimt 
tke  DBdnart«red  builui  of  tbe  District  •hauM  oot  be 
Bupprewcd.  They  bast  it  «IU  also  be  peneived  Iket 
e  mere  postponement  of  the  peiied  wh«a  they  shall 
eease,  wOl  not  avod  the  ovib  which  hnva  been  con- 
templated. 

9.  Tonr  ouamittee  next  proceed  to  stale  veiy  *ae- 
dnctly  what  are  thepnbGc  advantages  that  be 

med  from  the  incorporation  of  the  onincoiporated 
banks  of  the  District.  These  will  be  foand  ia  the  ef- 
Aetnal  aid  which  will  be  afibrded  by  those  institatiens, 
in  promotiDg  poblic  works  connected  with  the  pnie< 
periQr  of  the  District,  of  the  greatest  utility  and  im- 
yertance. 

The  committee  will  not  enUrge  npoa  the  mil^ect  of 
public  improvement  in  toads  and  navigation,  &om  a 
conviction  that  evei;^  member  of  the  NatMHul 
tare  ii  soffideotly  impieased  with  theiz  iaportanea. 
Thef  will  only  mention  the  poUic  works  to  -wUA.  &e 
hanks  will  contribute  an  essential  and  salutary  aid* 

The  navigation  <^  the  Potomac  and  Shenandoah 
rivers,  which  extend  two  hundred  miles  into  tlie  into- 
riec,  passing  through  a  fertfle  and  rapidly  impraving 
oouDby,  has  long  been  sn  object  of  tbe  greatest  inter- 
est, as  aflecting  not  only  the  wealth  and  convenience 
of  the  Stales  of  Maryland  «nd  Vitginia,  and  tbe  com* 
nerce  and  preqwzi^  of  their  peapie,  hot  as  intimately 
connected  irith  the  general  welfiuv  of  this  District, 
wkosc  interests  are  confided  to  the  guardianship  of  the 
national  Legislature.  Individual  exertion  has  done 
BUch  towards  opening  thatnavimtion,  and  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  a  greet  effitrt  is  making  to  con^tlete  what 
has  so  long  been  slowly  in  process.  Even  new,  bow- 
crar,  aome  aid  is  required  to  prevent  a  failure  of  this 
important  oUect;  and  this  aid  the  banks  of  the  Di» 
trict  are  willing  to  affiird.  It  is  pn^oasd  that  the 
hanks,  when  chartered,  should  advance  or  loan  tc  the 
Potomac  and  Shenandoah  companie%  at  moderate  in- 
terest, two  per  centum  of  the  amount  of  their  capitals, 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  banks  resdily  accede 
to  this  proposition,  and  to  the  oUier  conditions  here 
after  meotioned.  Those  other  conditions  relate  to  the 
aid  to  be  aflbrded  by  the  banks  for  the  com{iletion  and 
construction  of  certain  Uimpike  roads  terminating  in 
dw  District,  and  leading  to  the  ujqier  and  ftrtUe  part 
of  the  eountiy.   These  roads  are  as  Mlows  : 

The  road  ftom  Geometewn  to  Frederiebown. 

That  fh>m  Wadiington  toHontgomefy  caart>hoose. 

The  road  horn  Georgetown  te  Snicker's  Gap,  pass- 
ing through  Leesbnrg. 

The  read  from  Snidur's  Gap  to  Wiadwiter. 

The  road  leading  ftom  Abxandrin  to  llwraton's 
Gap.  And, 

Tbe  read  from  Winchester  to  Cumbeclsnd. 

It  isoonlemflaled  to  appcspxiate  ten  par  cent,  of  the 
oapilal  of  ttw  banks  in  the  Distria  te  these  Hiada ;  and 
it  ia  believed  that,  when  united  to  iadividttal  sitbwnp 
tkM^tbaaidof  the  b— kewiBheeMBBii  to  eflaetur 
all  these  dMkable  dgests.  Shevld  tbsM  liafnilanl 
nda  be  (Ateined,  there  will  then  be  a&rM  an  ad- 
ninble  water  carriage^  the  produced  aveiy  vreal- 
thy  portion  of  the  commwiity  to  this  commodioas 
Karket,  whilst,  at  the  same  tioM,  mads  will  be  t^wae^ 
■maonicating  both  timaush  Fiedsrinh  and  Winctm- 
tn.  with  tbe  great  uatioMd  iwd  ImUmf  tbrwwli  the 
Westeia  State*. 


Tini  ■■mm  iMiiiil  fiiirii  Hit  iiiji-    '  r 

hope,  that  w«  Aitt  not  perait  tUi  ftieaiA 
■ity  fiir  nflbrfing  n  gni«>  Mrtinil  wmfc  In  pa—  Iririi 
improved;  th^, lhanftt*, BM^eilMly  eabnit  lha «- 
lowing  resolution : 

Rmobxd,  That  it  »  expadiaat  t»  ineeni<w*» 
following  banking  associatiiHis  within  Hw  Piahkt  * 
Colombia;  that  is  ts  say :  Tbe  Fanners  aad  Mesbsi' 
icB^  B«ikofGeocgetMra;th«CeatidBwkof  Wwlf  I 
ington  and  Oeorgetowa;  the  Bank  tff  th« 
the  Patriolie  Bank;  tbe  IWan  Bank  of  AknHMbis;  i 
the  Meaehanls' Bank  of  Alexandria  ;«HilftMFnaUiB  I 
Bank  of  AleisndnM. 

THE  TARIFP. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  t  ' 
Commitiee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  Inll  to  rq;iriate 
the  tariff  of  dnties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Bfarjrlud^  renewed  the  moiioa 
be  made,  and  afterwards  withdreW}  on  Saturday, 
to  increase  the  duty  ob  lamp  aneic  to  iwdre 
cents,  and  on  loaf  to  Sfteen  eenla  per  poani^ 
which,  aAer  seme  objtetiou  bf  Mr.Pi«juBniH, 
and  repljr  by  Mr.  Siutb,  was  decidtd  in  the  «f> 
GrmatiTC— 4yea  Sft. 

Mr.  SoDTumo  pre^wsed  to  ioereaaa  ttN  dntr 
CD  itunpowder  fwak  six  to  tan  oanjto  pea  |MBM, 
which  he  a«ppor(«d  m  theKroaul  of  the  ability 
of  exieting  manii&Mtariea  in  the  IMied  State*  b> 
aopply  tb«  whole  ooeotrv,  tmi  the  expedlewey  of 
eeca  prohibiting  b^  high  duties,  the  laBpnnMian 
«f  ■■  article  which  it  was  so  mveh  oar  tr«e  peKey 
to  coooarwe  the  maMfaemre  of  at  hone. 

After  a  raw  words  from  Mr.Lownvsa  in  replj, 
explanatory  of  the  views  of  tbe  Committee  ta 
flxiDg  the  dutjr  a«  six  cents,  which  was  deened 
fblly  adequate  to  protect  the  domestic  maaoftc- 
tnre,  the  motion  was  n«»atlTed. 

Hr.  R0OOLB8  mored  to  strike  out  the  dutf 
proposed  by  tbe  bill,  of  one  c«it  per  pound  on 
imported  tallow,  wwch  he  adroeam  ia  a  shoct 
speech. 

After  some  discussion,  ift  which  hb.  Smra 
opposed  and  Mr.  Stbarub  favored  the  natwa,  is 
was  lost  witluHii  a  diriuo*. 

Mr.  Rbb*  moved  to  reduae  the  da^  eana 
from  four  M  two  ocais  par  pOBwl ;  wucfa  •■Mwt 
meat  was  also  iejcnted--«]res  43,  noes  S6. 

Mil  RvGOLoe  mewed  to  iaelnde  aawpci  sheen 
in  tbe  liiit  of  copper  artiolaiL  on  wUeb  tbe  tetf 
of  foar  ceats  per  peaod  is  bid  by  tbe  bill. 

This  motion  was  ei^>pOfted  by  tbe  mover,  Ml 
MiLNOR,  Mr.  Stearns,  sod  Mr.  WEseTKa,  aad 
oj>pOBed  by  Mr.  Lowmna;  and  ultimately  acga- 
tived,  wttboDt  a  division. 

Mr.  RtHKiLES  then  moved  to  iaeorporaie  to  4u 
bill  a  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound  on  eofyr 
sheets;  which  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Smith,  after  some  explaaalory  ol 
tioas,  and  with  tbe  view  of  cnoouraging  oar 
shipping  by  every  meaus,  moved  to  charge  i 
imported  io  foreign  tbtpa  from  Cbtaa  the  ' 
duties  charged  ia  tbe  bill  oa  teas  imported 
other  couDUiss  than  Ch)>a%"  and  thus  to 
tbe  Cbioa  trade  to  tbe  Ameficaa  shtpi 
bad  been  the  ease  andar  Ike  fonaer  lan- 
motioa  obtaioad. 
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Mr.  HarKMWN,  after  obaerviag  tSM  tbe  pro* 
foseH  duty  on  Um  wm  greattr  ihira  ibat  on  soot, 
tad  presonuDg  it  ao  ioadTerteDoy  on  tbe  part  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  aod  Means,  moved  to 
raise  the  duty  of  one  ceot  aa  lead  io  bars,  &c.,  to 
two  cents  jier  poaod ;  which  was  agreed  to  with- 
out objectioo. 

Mr.liiOHAH  moved  an  amendment,  tbe  object 
of  which  was  to  ebange  tbe  ad  valorem  duty  on 
iron  and  ateel  wire  of  twenty-two  per  cent.,  to  a 
Hiecifio  duty  of  fire  oena  per  pound  on  wire  un- 
der No.  18,  and  of  nine  ecnis  par  pound  on  that 
of  No.  18. 

After  a  few  words  froon  Messrs.  Uvmc^  of  New 
York,  Wabd,  of  Massachusetts,  and  PjCKniNO, 
to  show  the  impropriety  of  the  proposed  change 
of  duty,  aod  by  Messis.  Imobah  and  BIilnob 
in  Biupoct  of  the  HDendment,  tbs  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hau,  on  account  of  the  high  freight  wbicb 
imported  bar  iron  bad  to  pay,  and  tbe  conscqaent 
impropriety  of  a  high  duty  on  that  afttela,  moved 
to  redoeo  the  duly  from  seventy-five  to  fifty  eeats 
per  cwt.  en  iron  in  ban  and  bolts. 

Mr.  ComaoT  owosed  the  notion  because  of 
the  ofipoaite  fact,  uwt  bnr  iron  cenamUy  iitid  no 
(teif  nt,  and  waa  bioiyhl  ftom  Bniopn  ohiafly  as 
balfiat,  and  sabmiuedtome  stotemtnta  to  snppori 
hia  Titws  of  the  onlyaat. 

Mr.  Halb  replied ;  after  whiok  the  motion  was 
au;atived— ayes  31. 

Mr.  Ikvinc^  of  New  Twk,  Mopoacd,  Cm  reasons 
which  he  stated,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  cbaogiag 
the  duty  on  docks  and  parts  of  cloeks  from  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem  to  twenty-two 
per  oent.  aa  valorem,  and  to  include  parts  of 
watches  in  tbe  duty  of  seven  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  watches  imported  entire}  which  motion  was 
eed  to  without  a  division. 

.  InviMO  also  proposed  to  change  tbe  duty 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  cotton  laces  to 
y-two  per  eentj  aitd  include  Uce  veil^ 
U|  Ac,  in  the  articles  liable  to  the  daty  of 
n  and  a  half  percent}  which  waa  alao  agreed 
\ojn$n.eon, 

:  Ir.  Imbam  movod  to  add  the  followi^  clausa 
to  be  nragrapb  which  6xes  tbe  duties  on  wool- 
1m  and  cotton  ^ods:  ''on  cotton  yam  or  thread, 
thi  same ;  provided,  that  all  anblenched  and  un- 
ul  >red  eoiton  yarn  or  thread,  the  ori^nal  cost  of 
M  icb  shall  be  less  than  sixty  cents  p«  pound, 
fh  U  be  deemed  aod  taken  tobnvecostsixty cents 
P*  pound,  aod  shall  be  charged  with  duty  ac- 
ccudiogly ;  and  all  bleached  or  colored  yarn,  tbe 
wiginal  cost  of  which  shall  have  been  less  than 
(wventy-five  cenu  per  pound,  shall  be  taken  and 
yeemM  to  have  coat  seventv-five  oenuper  pound, 
nd  shall  be  charged  with  auty  accordingly." 
The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
a  few  remarks  oy  Messrs.  Sihtb,  Clat, 
duuMOB,  and  Stbono,  and  also  by  Mr.  Wbbatoh, 
(who  entered  into  a  general  investigation  of  tbe 
qoasiion  of  protection  of  manuAwtnres^  and  his 
reasons  for  favoring  a  decided  and  ^eetaal  pro- 
tection,) and  oppoeed  by  Meant.  Lowmm  and 
TnoxsB ;  when  Uta  nmeadBient  wna  ifieed  to. 


On  mttfion  of  Mr.  RoBSBTaoa,  the  words  "  on 
grain"  were  striokea  out  of  the  etauBC  fizUig  the 
duty  on  imported  spirits;  so  as  lo  embrace 
spirits,  whether  maae  of  grain,  molasses^  or  other 
material,  wiibin  the  highest  rate  of  dntne  speei* 
fied  in  the  bill  on  spirits. 

Mr.  Mllnor  moved,  after  some  introdnetory 
remarks,  to  strike  out  the  proposed  duty  on  tin 
platea^  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  oeots  per  but  of  om 
hundred  square  feet,  for  the  purpose  of  mbuiis- 
ting  a  lower  duty. 

Mr.  LowNBia  offered  n  lew  nigamcnts  in  s«^ 
port  of  tbe  duty  imposed  if  the  biU,  and  in  oppo^ 
sition  to  the  amendment ;  after  which  tho  moiiaa 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  MfbNOB  moved  to  reduce  the  dntr  oa  tin, 
by  changing  the  dnty  of  one  dollar  and  fifky  cenu 
from  boxes  of  one  hundred  to  boxes  of  two. hun- 
dred aod  eighteen  squre  fiiet ;  which  motion  was 
also  rcjeeted. 

Mr.  WBBBTBB  then  renewed  the  motioa  wbi^ 
he  offered  and  withdrew  on  Saturday,  to  strike 
out  the  dutv  praposed  by  the  bill  to  be  imposed 
on  imported  eetions,  and  to  sobstitnta  the  foiuow- 
inv :  •'por  two  years  next  ensuug  the  30lh  day 
i  Jane  next,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad 
'  valorem ;  for  two  years,  to  commenoa  at  Iba 
<  terminatim  of  the  two  yenrs  last  afoeaaid,  a 
*  doty  of  twenty-five  per  eenlomBd  valorem ;  and 
'  after  tbe  expiration  of  the  two  yenrs  last  uSan* 
'  said,  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  ad  nlorem." 

Mr.  Ci^AT  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
changing  the  word  two,  in  the  first  line,  to  threat 
th*  word  two,  in  tbe  second  instance, to  one;  aad 
to  conform  the  remainder  of  tbe  amendinent  ae^ 
cordingly.  We  all  know,  said  Mr.  C,  that  nav 
is  the  time  for  encouragement,  and  that  the  d»* 
mestic  manofaeturer  has  to  struggle  more  at  the 
end  of  a  war,  and  at  that  moment  tbe  greater  aid 
is  necessary  to  support  him  against  f«eiga  com- 
petition. If  the  amendmeot  he  offered  prevailed, 
four  years  would  stfll  reduce  the  duty  to  the  min- 
iuHim  proposed  by  the  origmal  motion,  and  woaM 
give,  to  onr  own  manafaetares  an  adequate  pra- 
teotion  at  the  time  of  tht  greatest  diffieolty. 

Mr.  I«owiiDB8  aiesnlad  lo  the  motion,  am  »• 
joieed  to  see  gentleman  who  bad  nanifissted  tha 
strongest  friendship  Stm  the  mnnubetniiBg  interest 
the  advocates  of  a  proposition  whteh  wonU,  m 
prospect,  produce  a  rsturn  of  eomat  prineiiMB. 
Satisfied  that  twenty-five  and  ev«v  twenty  per 
cent,  was  a  sufficient  proteetioa  to  the  manuMc- 
tuies  in  question,  be  would,  nevertheless,  sappact 
tbe  proposed  motioa,  though  not  perfectly  correet 
in  his  opinioB,  persuaded  that  it  would  evenin- 
ally  produce  the  state  of  things  which  he  thau^t 
most  desirable. 

Mr.  KooT  believed  the  preposition  now  undee 
coDsidemtioo  was  worse  than  aay  other  iriuch 
bad  been  offered  on  the  sulQecL  He  was  opposed 
to  the  graduation,  by  which  the  manafaetaring 
establisEmenU  would  be  sttiiaiaad  Ibr  twoy*ai% 
and  thea  left  to  their  faie.  If  twenty  per  oent; 
was  a  sttffioieat  ^teelion,  as  had  been  stated,  hy 
this  nmeadmanl  a  bounty  of  ten  per  cenL  would 
be  gina  to  the  mann&eioiies  already  eatnUiihed, 
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mui  in  effect  wovid  be  «  naoDe^ly  t«  ttiem.  He 
was  in  favor  of  encouraging  the  erection  of  others, 
which  could  not  be  elTectea  onder  the  advantage 
of  the  powerfal  competition  which  the  amend- 
ment wonld  give  to  the  existiog  establishments. 

Mr.  HuLBiBT  said  if  the  amendmeDt  was  mo- 
dified as  proposed  hf  Mr.  Cut's  motim,  he 
^oold  ba  ID  nror  of  it.  Since  the  amendment 
was  ofl«r«d  on  Saturday,  he  had  eoniulted  with 

Ktlemeo  acquainted  with  theaubjeet,  and  had 
n  informed  that  the  manufacturers  would  be 
aatiiAad  with  the  enconragameot  which  the 
■mendmcat  would  affiird  to  them  \  and  if  the 
nuimim  was  retained,  he  was  decidedljrin  fa- 
vor of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Webster  observed  that  he  had  conversed 
with  those  well  informed  on  the  subject,  and  had 
uudentood  that  the  manufacturers  would  be  sat- 
isfied with  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  for  one  year; 
but  he  had  proposed  two  years,  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  views  of  loose  who  advocated  a 
greater  degree  of  encourajgement. 
«  Mr.  HoLBBHT  said  the  individual  consulted  by 
Che  gcDtlemao,  though  intelligent  and  honorable, 
was  a  manufaeturer  of  Urge  capiul,  and  could 
better  stand  uader  the  operation  (rf  the  amend- 
ment than  maaf  others  whose  means  were  lim- 
ited, and  who  had  not  got  well  established. 

Mr.  Wakd,  of  Mnssaehosetts,  wished  it  dts* 
tinctif  -understood  that  he  was  in  favor  of  en- 
couraging manufactures;  and  his  object  was  to 
give  a  substantial  and  permanent  support  to 
them,  and  not  a  bounty  for  a  short  time,  which 
would  temporarily  discourage  foreign  importa- 
tioa  altogether.  It  wss  said  by  some  that  foreign 
goods  ought  to  be  excluded,  because  the  country 
was  so  completely  stocked  with  them  now  as  to 
eontain  enough  for  two  years'  consumption.  He 
asked  if  this  conrie  would  not  be  a  bounty  on 
those  already  imported,  by  al^owiog  the  holders 
oi them  to  put  on  30  per  oent?  This  would  be 
promotins  the  Interest  of  the  merehantSi  and 
while  be  deelred  to  protect  them  against  ii^ory, 
he  wished  not  to  give  one  part  of  them  a  bounty, 
to  the  exclusion  w  the  other ;  and  asked  if  con- 
sequences would  not  result  from  the  course  pro- 
posed, which  were  not  oontemidated  7 

Mr.  Wbbstbr  said  the  question  was,  how  far 
the  ctnintry  was  bound  to  support  those  institu- 
tions. He  Was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  Qov- 
nrnment  was  boaod  to  adopt  a  permanent  protec- 
tion, or  one  which  vrontd  exotode  those  goods 
already  in  the  country.  From  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Gtoverameot  for  some  years  Incic, 
the  oommuaity  had  a  right  to  expect  rdief  from 
the  danger  to  which  the  sudden  change  of  cir* 
eunutanees  exposed  our  manufactures ;  but  Gov- 
•nmeot  had  a  right  to  say  whether  that  relief 
shonM  ha  pernMoent  or  not,  and  to  reduce  the 
pteieeting  duties  if  it  thought  proper.  But  Mr. 
W.  Mid  be  was  opposed  to  a  changing  and  flue- 
toating  policy,  and  the  object  of  his  motion  was 
to  impose  a  duty  so  moderate  as  to  insnre  its  pet* 
maoeney  and  bs  still  an  adequate  one. 

Mr,  Calboun  hoped  the  amendnent  to  the 
Mundment  would  not  prevail.  He  beliared  the 
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mode  pri^xwed  by  the  original  mofion  wai  cor- 
rect, and  that  the  permanent  duty  of  20  pereaL 
was  an  ample  protection ;  he  believed  the  poltet 
of  the  country  required  protection  to  our  maon- 
facturing  establishments,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
be  adopted  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  atnead- 
menL 

Mr.  PiTxm  sai^  in  fbrmin^  his  opiuont  m 
this  subject,  be  wbnid  not  be  influenced  by  the 
statements  of  those  who  had  large  nuiDii&etoms 
already  established.  He  wished  to  act  oa  a 
large  national  scale ;  not  to  give  a  monopsl;  to 
those  DOW  in  existence,  but  to  enable  otben  to 
embark  in  the  business  of  manufacturing.  Ua- 
der this  amendment  a  man  could  not  get  liii 
buildings  erected  in  the  two  years  propoMd,anl 
the  time  efiered  would  be  of  no  use  to  them  ii 
all.  Mr.  P.  supported  Mr.  Clay's  modificaiioa, 
and  argued  at  some  length  in  favw  of  the  policf 
of  holding  out  eneeuragement  to  addltiomla- 
tablisbments. 

Mr.  Webstsr  repeated  that  his  object  was  to 
protect  the  manufacturers  permanently.  He 
asked  gentlemen  to  recirfleet  that  even  under  the 
doty  of  20  per  cent.,  theminimum  of  bis  proposi- 
tion, the  India  cottons  would  be  forever  csdnded; 
the  India  trade,  he  said,  was  at  an  end.  Heeoa- 
tended  further,  that  manufacturing  establish- 
ments could  now  be  erected  at  less  than  two- 
thirds  the  cost  of  those  which  were  fint  com- 
menced in  the  country. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  object  of  protecting  manu- 
factures was,  that  we  might  eventually  get  arti- 
cles of  necessity  made  as  cheap  at  home  as  Utey 
could  1^  imported,  and  thereby  lo  produce  an 
independeDce  of  foreign  coantries.   In  three 
years,  he  said,  we  could  judge  of  the  ability  or 
our  establishments  to  furnish  those  articles  as 
cheap  as  they  were  obtained  from  abroad,  and' 
eould  then  legislate  with  the  lights  of  experience. 
He  believed  that  three  years  would  be  snfficieiii 
to  place  our  manufacturers  on  this  desirable  fcMt- 
ing,  and  othen  wonld  not  hesitate  to  entn  m» 
the  business,  because  they  would  look  to  tmt 
liberal  and  enlarged  policy  which  they  miAl 
anticipate  from  the  Goverament  at  a  fotnre  At 
riod.  Tk 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  did  not  believe  that  || 
percent,  was  at  this  time  an  adequate  doty  tl 
aotton  goods,  but  that  it  would  give  ao  adrantJ  I 
to  the  American  manufacturer  of  50  per  eel  M 
over  the  British  manufacturer  in  cotton  goodalfl 

Mr.  Rose  believed  that  20  per  cent,  was  Sj 
encouragement  amply  sufficient ;  and  replied  H 
some  length  to  those  who  maintained  that  thl| 
Government  was  pledged  to  afford  a  high  prote<fl 
tion  to  manufactures,  and  against  the  ratge  forj 
fostering  them  to  the  exclusion  of  every  otheq 
pursuit.  He  desired  the  independence  of  thd 
people  as  well  as  national  independence,  and 
wished  not  to  see  oneclassof  the  community  en- 
shtved  by  another;  to  illustrate  which,  he  intro- 
duced the  situation  of  Chinl^  where  the  gorera* 
ment  was  completely  independra^  and  yet  th« 
people  all  ahves.  If  the  extravagant  dotiea  pro- 
posed wen  not  necessary  for  revenw^  he  mid,  h« 
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eoald  see  no  stroag  nceeiiitjr  for  them.  The 
failure  of  certun  manafttcturers  was  no  reasoD 
for  them,  becaase  some  iodiTidu^s  of  all  profes- 
sions were  ODfortonate  io  the  hest  times,  and  no 
sympathy  was  felt  for  the  merchants  who  failed. 
AdTertiie  to  n  remark  that  some  manufaetories 
were  worked  io  Kentneky  hf  davc^  Mr.  &.  said 
all  mannfaeioriei  were  Mudoeted  with  slaves, 
heeawa  the  occDpation  had  a  tendency  to  degrade 
and  debase  the  buimni  mind,  it  waa,  he  argued, 
a  vain  attempt  to  earry  manufactures  to  tnch  ex- 
lent  in  this  etfantry,  while  there  were  so  many 
indooements  to  seek  an  independent  sof^rt  by 
ayrkuUnre,  and  other  beneficial  pursuits.  The 
only  kind  of  manafactores  he  wished  to  see  flour- 
ish, were  those  conducted  in  families  j  any  other 
would  jwove  destiuelire  to  the  liberties  of  this 
RepnUie,  by  combinations  eJ&cting  a  revolution 
in  this  House  and  in  the  Qovemmeot.  There 
was  already  great  necessity  for  a  strong  country 
party  to  withstand  the  manufacturing  and  eom- 
mereialparties  here. 

Mr.  Ciar's  motion  was  n^tived — ayes  47, 
noes  61 ;  and  Mr.  WsBSTBa's  amntdment  was 
agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained  lnv« 
to  lit  again. 


Tuesday.  March  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jghmimos,  tbe  Committee 
on  Public  Ezpeoditores  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  tbe  state  of  the  accooots  connected  with  the 
super! otendency  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  Territwy 
of  Indiana,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  said 
superi otendency  has  been  discharged. 

Mr.  JsMNiNoa,  in  proposing  tbeaoovemotion,ob- 
servedihathe  wished  tostnte  to  the  House,  thateach 
of  tbe  Governors  of  tbe  Territories  of  the  United 
StatcsL  at  least  of  tbe  Territories  northwest  of  the 
riverOhio,  wen  likewise  super  intendenis  of  Indian 
a  flairs,  for  and  within  their  reqwctive  Territoriei. 

f  That  it  would  be  difficali  to  ascertain  tbe  mis- 

I  chief  which  might  accrue  by  reason  of  any  ne- 
glect, or  other  malfeasance  in  relation  to  the 

I  duties  of  such  superi Dteodeocies.   That  be  had 
long  been  of  opinion  that  malconduct  had  taken 

■  place  in  the  superintendencr  for  the  Territory  of 

*  Indiana.   Mr.  J.  said,  that  toe  laws  of  the  United 

*  States  bad  long  since  prohibited  any  soperin- 
^  teodent  from  being  concerned  in  merchandising  ; 
"  though  he  bad  no  hesitation  io  suiing,  that  the 

late  superintendent  for  tbe  Territory  of  Indiana 
}  had  been  concerned  in  trade  while  acting  as^ocb, 
and  that  he  had  purchased  goods  for  the  use  of 
the  Indians,  on  account  of  tbe  United  States,  from 
:  the  concern  in  wbicb  be  wss  a  partner.   Mr.  J. 
;  said,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  make  any  allusion 
<■  to  the  present  Qovemor  of  Indiana— be  alluded 
[  partienfarlT  to  a  former  Governor,  late  a  Major 
«9eneral  of^  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  He 
lloped  the  inquiry  would  be  iostituted. 
r  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bhtan,  the  GommiUee  on 
9Ailitary  Affairs  were  iostruoted  to  inquire  into 
.'the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  pay- 
:  ment  of  auch  articles  of  military  clothing  as  nay 
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be  doe  sirfdiers  disi^iged  from  the  Army  of  tha 
United  Stales. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tdckbb,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  pro- 
viding bylaw  for  the  turnpiking  a  road  from  ttw 
town  of  Winchester,  in  Virginia,  to  Cumberland, 
so  as  to  unite  with  the  ^reat  western  turnpike 
road.— Messrs.  TooKBit,  Pipbs,  Lbwis,  Baeb,  and 
LtlB|  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  the 
Baltimore  and  MassaebuettB  Bible  Soeieliea," 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committea 
of  the  Whole. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  tbe  relief  of 
John  Holkar,  formerly  Consul  Gteneralof  Fcaoat 
to  tbe  United  States/*  was  read  and  committed 
to  the  Commiuee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  tben  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  to  regulate 
the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  LowMDBB  offered  tbe  following  amend- 
ment to  the  clause  ^iiq;  the  doty  <tf  twenty-five 
per  eent.  on  woollens:  Bxcepting  blaaketjv  and 
'  woollen  rugs,  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and 
'  paid  antil  the  30th  of  June,  1818,  and  after  that 
*  day  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  said  articles." 

Mr.  LowNOGB  observed  that  he  believed  the 
manufacture  of  woollens,  and  particularly  of 
blanket^  required  a  decided  present  encourage- 
ment j  and  after  receiving  that  suppart,  his  amend- 
ment woidd  produce  the  redaction  of  the  duties 
to  that  correct  standard  which  only  ought  to  ba 
encouraged  and  looked  to. 

Mr.  Imgbam  favored  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  for  three  year*,  and  a  doty  of  twenty-two 
per  cent,  for  one  year;  but  be  was  witling  t« 
take  the  amendment  with  simply  substituting  tha 
year  1819  for  1818,  and  moved  so  to  modify  it. 

Mr.  HoLBBBT  hoped  Mr.  Iii«BAii*8  amendment . 
would  be  aeee|rted  by  the  mover  of  this  proposi- 
tion,  and  offived  a  few  reasons  in  npporc  of  it. 

Mr.  LowRVBB  repeated  aome  of  tbe  naseia 
wbieb  induced  bim  to  prefer  bis  own  propositioa. 

Mr.  Hdobb  ar^ed  some  time  in  opposition  to 
extravagant  duties,  the  eonKquenee  of  whielk 
would  be  to  tax  the  community  to  give  a  mono^ 
oly  to  a  few  large  manofactorers.  He  was  also 
opposed  to  legislating  for  the  next  Congress; 
though  witling  to  lay  an  adequate  protection 
during  the  present  Congress,  he  desiretj  to  leave 
the  next  to  act  for  themselves,  aad  impose  saeh 
duties  as  to  them  should  seem  proper. 

Mr.  Ikoham  replied,  and  offered  some  addititm- 
al  reasons  io  favor  of  the  motion  as  he  wished  to 
modify  it.   Mr.  Hdobr  rejoioed. 

Mr.  Lowmobs  entered  into  a  more  comprehen- 
sive investigation  of  tbe  question,  defending  hia 
proposition}  and  replying  lo  the  gentleman  who 
had  opposed  it. 

Mr.  Ihgbah'b  modifiealion  was  then  agreed 
to— ayes  63;  and  tbe  question  recurred  on  the 
amendment  as  amended. 

Mr.  Root  opposed  it  at  some  length;  and  like- 
wise the  adopuon  of  a  policy  whien,  in  bis  opin- 
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km,  woidd  CDoMnge  ihe  ohmc  odien  of  all  m»- 

Dopoli^s. 

On  mod  on  of  Mr.  Stbabkb,  tbe  words  "  wool- 
len etufih"  were  added  to  the  lowadffleBt,  beteg 
Mcepted  hj  Mr.  Lowvbs. 

And  the  orig;iosl  proponlioD  wu  agreed  to  as 
aneoded. 

Mr.  FosaTTH  ofSsnH  tb*  following  proriso  to 
follow  the  amcDdmeat: 

"  n-owided.  That  «U  woolhni  dothi,  or  elotha  of 
wUrih  wood  u  die  nutariid  of  ehiaf  vahie,  the  original 
•Ml  at  Whidi,  at  the  j^aoe  whence  imported,  riiall  be 
l«M  than  lour  abilUnga  atnlinv  per  afawa  jrard,  ahaH 
W  aabjaet  to  no  Ugbar  4u»f  ttaa  Mm  per  cant,  ad 
leliiwii." 

Mr.  SarrB  oppoaad  tbe  mocioB,  sod  snbmitted 
aome  atateaantt  to  ^ow  that  in  adoption  woold 
be  eztremetjr  iojurioas  to  tbe  rereoue. 

The  motion  waa  also-opposed  by  Mr.  Lowndes 
anil  Mr.  Holbut,  and  was  aapported  hf  Mr. 
HooiB.  Mr.  CuTHBBRT  all*  aam  a  few  words 
on  the  subject,  adroeatiag  modoMtioo  in  a  dmy 
which  would  &11  with  peeuliar  fonaon  the  poor. 
The  qocatiOB  w«s  then  tftfceo,  and  decided  ia  the 
Mgmwra,  without  a  cUvtsion. 

Mr.  Waiid,  of  fifaukadliMatts,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing ivoriao  to  die  elaoae  respectiBg  the  doty 
OD  cotton  goodainported  from  lodn,  abe.: 

''Provided  JiKiker,  That  nothing  hi  tfUa  act  shall 
beaa  ooBBtmedaste  snb^t  an;  goods  of  th«  dmerlp- 
tfaa  laat  mentiMied,  wUeh  may  be  imported  diivwy- 
ftoBi  htfOuA  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  whidi  sbftU  ar- 
liva  ia  the  Vnitad  States  befbra  the  lit  da;^  of  Jan- 
■atjnicitttoattjroAarorhi^Mr  datf  than  woold  be 
impoaed  upon  tfaem,  should  thej  anira  in  th0  Uahad 
■lataabefaatheSOlhdajof  Jms  next." 

Mr.  Wabd  supported  his  motion  by  a  tttriety 
•f  aigtiments,  and  at  considerable  leogtb ;  and 
wu  replied  to  far  Mr.  Hdlbbbt,  who  was  an- 
swered by  Mr.  Waxo.  Mr.  Smith  indirectly 
argoed  agnost  the  motion,  bdieTiDg  that  the 
ameodmeot  woold  cover  but  a  rerr  small  nun»- 
ber  of  Toyagaa,  ftc  Mr.  Cl&t  likewise  spoke 
Bgaiaat  th«  amcadment,  and  agafast  legislating 
«■  avarf  rofwigfi  vfaioh  raighc  be  th^ht  to 
attflte  hardship  from  the  policy  of  the  Gvrero- 
mmty  a»d  also  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ward's  arga- 
mmts.  Mr.  Masor  spoke  some  tine  in  opposi- 
tioii  to  the  notion,  ud  Mr.  Wabd  again  in  uiror 
of  it.  Mr.  PniKBBiRO  made  a  few  remarks  in 
ftror  of  reltering  the  merehants  now  enngcd  in 
tbe  trade,  and  ia  danger  of  rain  by  the  bul.  Mr. 
88»rmT supported  tbe  amendment}  arguing  that 
the  duty  on  India  imports  was  fVom  113  to  150 
per  oMt.  on  the  cost,  and  that  a  system  which 
rcqaired  such  eoorraoss  protection  was  unnatu- 
rafand  oppressive  on  the  great  body  of  the  com- 
moniiy.  Mr.  Pioecbing  explained,  and  Mr.  Ma- 
bom  rejoined ;  when,  after  a  very  long  discussion, 
almost  entirely  of  a  commercial  character,  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and  lost— 
ayoaSS. 

Mr.  RoBBBTSON  mond  to  amend  the  etanae  of 
tbe  UU  fixing  tbe  dntjr  on  bookt,  so  as  to  confine 
tha  doty  to  books  printed  in  the  English  lan- 
gaaget  obserring  tbat  the  heary  dvty  on  booki 
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ia  the  Bagfish  lanBOage  wasi^onily  BeetaHil^, 
beeaase  they  eoald  be  repriated  in  our  own  coun- 
try ;  but  that  tbe  same  reason  did  not  operate  ni 
books  in  other  langnages,  as  we  bad  to  depend 
almost  wholly  for  them  on  Sarope,  and  iteir 
im^riation  oaght  not  toberaatrictH,aawewuv 
not  ye*  i&  ^e  habit  of  repttblisUng  »mb. 

Mr.  LowffDBB  said,  in  reply,  that  OBeraasoa  for 
tbe  doty  in  the  bill,  waa  that  the  da^  of  twootr 
per  ecBt.  waa  supposed  bytha  comtaitlBOBiifli- 
cient  to  enaUe  ina  repnating  to  adnota^  of 
books  of  aay  laagtiage m  this  eooatry. 

Mr.  PiocBMNa  remarked  tbat  bodies  on  the 
dead  and  other  laagnages,  were  nat  sltogMbar 
from  Barepe,  as  Ihey  were  now  priated  ia  difler- 
eoi  parM  of  tbe  country. 

Mr.  GKOffrBtfOB  agreed,  in  oart^  with  Mr. 
RoBBBTBON ;  bot  those  who  reaa  books  ia  Other 
languages  were  aUe  to  pay  fbr  them ;  that  theite 
was  BO  reason  for  the  discrimloatioB.  and  thai 
he  would  prefer  striking  out  tbe  daty  anoireifaer, 
as  in  his  view  it  won  Id  answer  no  Titaaw!  por- 
pose. 

Mr.  Iroram  argued,  tfait  as  printiag  eilBbtbh> 
meats  were  extremely  costly,  Uioso  who  unbaA 
in  the  pttbiishiog  of  books  ought  to  be  eneour- 
aged ;  that  they  would  be  therrty  aUe  lo  eiren- 
late  many  more  booka  ia  tbe  community,  and 
that  he  looked  oa  tbem  as  among  the  most  rain- 
able  establiahroents  in  the  eonnbry. 

Mr.  Qbobvbhob  replied,  and  contended  that  if 
tbe  duty  was  not  necessary  for  revenue,  it  was 
not  so  fbr  protection. 

Mr.  RoBBBTBOH  TBrled  bis  motioB  so  as  to 
embrace  tbe  wba4e  doty  on  printed  book?.  He 
agreed  wltb  Mr.  Grobvbhob  in  his  riews,  and 
wished  not  to  retard  tbe  improvement  of  the 
country,  because  it  might  diminish  in  a  Httfe  the 
profits  of  some  of  the  meehanieal  employtaents. 

The  motion  was  carried— ayes  48,  noes  45. 

Mr.  Shits  then  made  a  motion  be  had  prom- 
ised some  days  ago,  the  inject  of -which  was  to 
take  ofT  the  ad  valorem  duty  <tf  tweuty  per  cent. 
OB  Rttasia  add  Holland  duoK,  and  to  lay  a  apeeific 
duty  |B  50  per  itteee  on  the  ibrmer,  and  $3 
per  piece  on  the  latter ;  which  motion  waa  agreed 
to  fien.  con. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BBTTa,tbeb{lI  wasamended 
by  adding  foM  Ue^to  tbe  artSeles  on  which  a 
doty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  is  laid. 

Mr.  McKeb  moved  to  strike  oat  tbe  words 
three  cents  from  the  duty  on  lead  ground  in  oil, 
with  the  view  of  inserting  a  larger  sum;  which 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Johmbor,  of  Kentucky, 
and  Mr.  Clat,  who  stated  tbat  tbe  article  was 
already  manafactured,  and  of  a  better  quriity 
than  the  imported  article,  amply  sufficient  for 
the  consumption  of  tbe  country,  and  Ibnt  the 
great  possessions  of  the  Government  in  lead 
mines  was  an  additional  reason  for  laying  a  high 
duty  on  tbe  imported  artitle. 

After  a  few  remarks  on  the  snfjeet  by  Mews. 
LowMDBB,  SmTH,  Bod  Irtiru,  to  ahow  that  the 
present  sum  would  be  a  sufficient  protection, 
the  motion  was  n^atived— 49  to  43. 

Mr.  Cur  then  moved  that  the  duty  be  in- 
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mtmi  from  thiea  to  ftnr  eests  per  ptmid  on  red 
or  while  Icmd  ftrovnd  in  oil;  irDtch  motion  was 
enrfied— ayet  48,  noes  43. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Pmcni,  the  bill  was  to 
amended  as  to  extend  the  doty  oa  teas  to  ibose 
which  may  be  imported  from  any  other  place 
than  China,  east  of  the  Cape  of 'Good  Hope. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leave 
to  ait  again* 

Wcnif  BSDAT,  March  37. 

Ms.  ITinaaniaaa.  fr«aa  the  Cofnntiiee  on  the 
PmUib  TinniT  to  wbMD  was  Mfcnrd  the  bill  from 
tko  ShuMe  "  fmthm  «xlMdisg-4ke  time  for  iasn- 
iBga»4  tMMiBg^miiituf  InA  wamnta,"  reperied 
tha  aamt  without  amendment,  and  the  Mil  was 
eoMnrittad  i»  ik«  Cenunitiaa  af  the  Whole  on 
lite  biU  of  thia  Hone^^oa  ihc<aaiDe  Mtb^tot. 

Mr.  RoanaraoM,  fiwm  the  OooMDitlee  oa  Pb6- 
lic  Lands,  la  whom  waa  vefenrad  (fae  Mesaafu  of 
tha  PnaUeat  of  «ba  UaHed  8ia«ea  of  the  90th  of 
Jaamry  hut,  reoemmending  the  mlifieation  of 
certain  donations  of  land  made  by  the  frtendly 
Greek  Indiana  to  General  Andrew  Jackson,  Col- 
onel Benjamin  Hawkins,  and  others,  made  a  re- 
port thereon ;  which  was  rend  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Tamcby  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  Presid«Bt4nd  Direetors  of  tha  Washington 
Bridge  Cofflpaajr ;  which  was  read ;  when  Mr. 
Y.  cenoried  a  lull  for  the  relief  of  the  PreaideBi 
and  Direetoraof  the  Waah  iaglOftBndffaCoa^ny ; 
wiuob  wna  read  twiaa  aad  aanaaliMd  to  a  Com- 
mitxeaaf  tke  Wbok. 

iftr.  FoMnm,afMr  Noma  iaafadaetorr  obeerra- 
tiono,  in  support  of  his  object,  offered  the  follow*- 
iag  raMlntiMi: 

BaoM,  That  Oommittae  for  the  Blstrict  of 
Colnmbia  be  instmeted  to  report  a  bill  to  ineorporate 
tb«  wibecijbeBs  to  die  rem>ie.0r^i3n  Aiytnm  of  the 
CitT  of  Wariihifam,  and  to  veet  m  them  the  be  rim* 
pfocMe  to  flmrefthepnUleleUinlbeCityof  Wash. 
Logton,  to  promote  flw  henwrrtanl  otfjeeti  of  Ae  said 
iuatitutian* 

The  question  on  prooeeding  to  coostder  the 
resolatioo,  was  decided  in  the  nesattre— ayes  44. 

DAT  or  ADJOUBinfBNT. 

Mr.  BAfiBBTT,  fVom'  the  Jofot  committee  an- 
pomted  on  that  subject,  made  a  report  on  the  prob- 
able business  which  tbe  two  Hoases  hare  to  act 
on  dating  the  present  session,  and  recommeDdlng 
that  the  Presiueat  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  be  authorized  to 
cloaa  the  session  on  the        day  of  Aoril  next- 

Mx.  HABaiif  mored  that  the  blank  ha  filled  up 
witb  Monday,  tbe  23d  of  Aprit. 

Mr.  Jackson  mored  Saturday,  the  20th,  being 
oppoiwd  to  legialatiag  on  the  Sabbath,  except  in 
tme  of  great  emergency,  and  one  my  woald 
nuke  biu  Uitle  difibreaet. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  asked  if  Motlenea 
vara  aeriona  in  their  motions,  and  deeured  it  as 
hia  opikioB  that  tha  Meesaarr  bmiBat  coald  Mt 


be  completed  sooner  than  the  8Sd  of  May.  If  we 
hurry  off,  ^aid  he,  and  leare  the  public  bosfness 
anfiniKhed,  the  alteration  we  hare  made  in  tbe 
mode  of  our  compea!:ation,  will  prore  a  very  bad 
one,  <&c. 

Mr.  MiLHOR  offered  some  reasons  to  show  the 
impropriety  of  fixiog  on  the  day  at  present,  and 
moved  that  the  report  lie  ou  the  table;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  report  lies  on  (he  table  aeoordingty. 

SEIZURE  BY  A  COLLECTOR. 
Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Wa^ 
and  Means,  reponetl  a  bill  for  ilte  relief  of  David 
QelstoD  aotl  Peter  A.  Schenck;  which  waa  read 
iwke  and  committed  lo  the  Committee  of  tha 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  ibe  relief  of  fidward  Hal- 
lowelt. 

Mr.  L.al9aeMumiHiioated  4be  followiag  doc- 
UBoent: 

TtaAsaai  DmajMUmmw,  Feb.  19,  1810. 

Su.-.ItU  my  dnf^  to  lay  badm  the  OeauailtaB  «f 
Wa^  aad  Meaaaaia^aistiiw  am  aara^ifaNioBloMr 
the  anunnt  of  JuigBBeiit  eeoantait  by  Ooold  Wawt 
against  Darcd  Oslatim,  the  odlsetor,  and  Peter  A> 
Soheadt,  tbe'Huveyor  oTths  poitof iNnr  YoA,  onder 
ths  feUoning  oiranmstanoas  i 

Information  hasii^  beearsesivedia  bAf,  ISlO^fhM 
the  French  Msmstsi,  as  wall  ss-tan  vaiiaiw  MKtnal 
sonrces,  that  s  ship  called  die  "Aasnsan  Eag^'  was 
amdng  Bad  oqniMiiig  as  a  TCSsd  of  war  in  the  port  of 
New  York,  fbr  the  use  of  Petiwreas  sf  tiie  cUsft  of 
the  island  of  Bl  Biuflango,  Ihs  oollestor  and  sorreyn 
of  tha  port  were  instractsd  by  the  Ssmtaiy  of  tks 
Treanuy,  acting  with  the  authority  of  the  President, 
to  sahs  the  diip  for  adjodteation,  ooder  the  act  of  tbe 
6di  of  Jane,  1794.  Ths  Mjanre  was  aoeordSngly  made, 
bat,  Bpon  trial,  (after  a  delay  of  more  than  twoyesrs^ 
a  degree  of  reslitiUioa  was  preaouaosd.  Mr.  Heyt, 
the  aUeged  owDsr  af  the  jddp,  than  institntMl  aaaeilMi 
against  Mesaas.  OebtMi  aad  Sdwnsk,  to  rsossar  dUBo 
ages,  and  has,  in  bet,  obtained  a  vardiet  te  #107,aW 
4^  upon  which  judgment  has  bsen  landased  hj  tha 
Sowenw  Court  of  tbe  Stale  of  New  Yeik. 

The  case  involTing  a  construction  of  an  sot  of  Con- 
gress upon  questions  highly  interesting  to  the  TTnited 
Slata  m  their  relation  to  foreign  Powers,  the  sttorney 
for  the  ^strict  of  New  York  was  instroctsd  to  sid  in 
the  daftace  of  tbe  stti^  sndtotakethe^opsrmeasares 
to  obtdn  the  judgment  of  As  Sopreme  Court  tS  the 
IMted  States,  should  the  dedsion  of  the  State  court 
lender  it  necessaiy.  Aceordugly,  the  case  has  been 
removed  by  writ  of  error  into  tite  highest  court  of  law 
in  the  State  of  Hew  York,  with  a  view  to  its  being 
brooght  finally  befbrs  Ae  Sopreme  Court  It  hss, 
howerer,  been  represented  by  tbe  counsel  of  the  do- 
ftndsnto  that  the  expense  of  prosecating  the  writ  of 
;  error  wSI  be  great,  and  that  the  probability  of  reversing 
the  judgment  is  sH^t.  It  becmnes  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  provide  for  the  event  of  a  final  judgment  in 
ft  vor  of  the  jdaintiffl 

In  explanalioo  of  the  fhcts  thiu  gsneralfy  stated,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  docnments  : 

1.  A  copy  of  the  report  msde  by  tbis  Department 
to  the  Senate  on  the  13th  Februsry.  1S15,  in  which 
the  eiremnstances  that  led  to  the  seizure  of  the  ship 
**American  Eagle"  are  par'icalarly  stated. 

t.  A  transcript  from  the  record  in  die  ease  of  Hoyt 
as,  flalstOB  a&drSdHacfc. 
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8.  The  correqfKmdmoa  wUk  Mr.  GdrtM  and  hi* 
eoontel  telatiDg  to  the  suit. 

4.  A  letter  from  Albert  GalUtio,  Eiq.,  who  wu  See- 
Mtu;  of  the  Treasury  at  the  time  of  the  seizaie  of  the 
''Amaricul  Eagle,"  •xplanabny  of  the  facte  and  pdn- 
ciplea  on  which  the  tenure  wai  diraeted. 

Prom  the  whole,  it  will  tatiefactorily  appear — 

That  the  inetractioRe  for  eeizing  the  "American 
Eagle"  were  founded  npon  official  information  of  an 
illicit  design  in  her  equipment,  npon  a  Mnte  of  jiuUic 
duty,  and  upon  a  fUr  and  reasonable  construction  of 
die  law : 

That  the  seiuire  was  made  by  the  collector  and  sur- 
in  the  noone  of  their  official  doty,  under  the 
•Bdd  iastmetiona  of  the  Treasury  Department : 

And  Aat  an  indetnni^  is  due  m>m  the  Government 
t*  the  collector  and  snrny<v,  by  pnniding  fbr  the  {lay- 
mrnX  otikt  damages  whidi  have  been  awuded  against 

I(  thmfive,  the  Comtnittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
concur  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  respectfully  ask 
their  direction  to  insert  in  the  general  bdl  of  annual 
MMWPriatiens  (which  is  now  pi^aring)  an  item 
**  WK  aadiargtng  the  jodgmaiit  obteined  in  we  Supreme 
Gooit  at  the  SUte  of  New  York,  by  Gould  Hoyt 
•gaimt  David  Gebton  and  Peter  A.  adisacfc,  la  an 
aotfaw  of  trespass  for  seising  the  sliip  **Aaeiieaa 
Eagle,"  under  instructions  from  the  Treuoiy  Depart- 
■MBt,  a  sum  not  exceeding  •llS,f>00." 

I  have  the  honor  to  ba,  vary  reapecUUly,  idr,  your 
■Oit  obediaiU  sorvaat. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon*  W.  LowxBu. 

Chmrman  Committee  Wsyt  and  JMtonr. 

POST  OPnCE  DEPARTMENT. 
Mr.  Ihobah,  from  tbe  tommittee  appointed  oa 
ifae  29tb  January,  at  tbe  request  of  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  lo  iuTestlgaie  the  conduct  of  ib«  Post 
Office  D^artnent,  made  a  detailed  report  of  said 
uvestigation,  aeeoniMDied  by  the  evidence  sub- 
BttMd  to  tbe  eomnitiee  bftht  various  witnesse* 
who  appeared  before  it.  The  report  and  doeu- 
■ents  were  commitied  lo  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. — The  report  is 
as  foIlowB : 

The  committee  i^pointed  to  investigate  the  conduct  of 
the  General  Poet  Office  Department,  make  rqwtt : 
That  they  have  used  their  atinost  endeavors  to  as- 
eertaiD  evej^  fact  that  af^ieared  to  be  material  to  a  full 
understanding  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  that 
Department.  As  the  ioqniry  wiginated  in  a  request 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  the  eonunittee,  in  the  first 
place,  addressed  to  him  a  letter,  requesting  to  be 
mformed  of  the  reasons  of  his  application  to  Congress, 
and  also  that  he  would  give  them  audi  infbrmatim  as 
appeared  to  be  calculated  to  beilitate  tbe  investig** 
Inn.  The  Postmaster  General  stated,  in  his  answer, 
diat  the  qqdicaUon  was  indneod  by  a  mmor  that  some 

ron  or  persons  of  the  Department  had  sold  drafts 
money  dne  to  the  General  Post  Office  for  premi- 
tunSfWhidi  had  been  converted  to  their  private  use. 

The  committee,  therefore,  proceeded  to  inquire  iuto 
the  truth  of  the  rumor,  by  the  examination  of  every 
person  who  seemed  likely  to  have  any  knowledge  of 
the  fact ;  but*  in  the  examination  of  some  oi  the  de^ 
in  the  Omeral  Post  Office,  various  suggestions  were 
made  of  improper  transacUons  in  the  Department, 
•Uier  than  those  to  whidi  thur  atteotioa  bad  been 


drawn  by  tbe  PeetmMter  Oaoeral.  The  iavertigalssa 
has  therefore  assumed  a  very  exteaeive  some,  and  has 
consequently  occupied  more  time  than  could  have  beea 
antidpaled,  at  its  commencement.  This  dday  ha« 
also  been  increased  by  circumstances  arising  eatoftiw 
nature  of  the  inquiry.  As  no  penon  appeared  to  make 
any  spedfic  charges,  the  committee  had  no  altema* 
Uve  but  to  abandon  their  undertaking,  or  listen  te 
rumors  and  the  hearsays  of  some  of  the  vritneeeee  to 
prove  the  facts.  They  made  choice  of  tbe  latter  coaree, 
and  have  examined  every  persen  who  was  dthar  ea^- 
gested  to  them,  or  appeared  as  likdy  to  pasawi  any 
infbrmation  on  the  subjects  of  their  inqniiy. 

Thediaifeaaiisingoatiif>beaagfaatlaMafUw«iu 
nessee,  and  vU^  A«m  the  vadaas  eomaaaiaaliaw 
they  made  to  tba  eemmillae,  it  iBuiiaiiiil  to  be  the  <»• 
sin  of  aome  of  Iboai  awat  eapedw|y  to  eMifefiih,  an 
asfbUowe: 

1.  That  certain  pooMns  in  the  Geaeral  Poet  Ottee, 
and  partiettlarly  Mnaham  Biadley,  jr.,  Aasislant  Poa^ 
master  General,  bad  sold  poet  office  drafts  aad  dwifts, 
and  aralied  the  premium  to  his  [Kivata  use. 

2.  Thatan  eraswe  had  been  made  in  tbe  eash^ook 
of  the  General  Poet  Office,  and  an  erroneous  eatry 
fbwid  thereon. 

8.  That  private  aecouats  were  improperly  kept  with 
indtvidnale  on  the  books  oi  tba  poet  office. 

4.  That  Fhineas  Bradley  had  been  eoneemed  in  a 
contract  for  carrying  tiie  mail,  that  was  improperly 
obtained. 

fi.  That  P.  Bradley  bad  received  corrupting  presents 
from  mail  contractors. 

6.  That  P.  Bradln  and  Abtiham  Bradl^,  jr.,  had 
made  nee  of  post  owe  money,  in  purchadng  dej^ed- 
ated  bank  notes,  Ibr  which  ttiey  received  a  premiam, 
and  Wptied  it  to  tfwir  j^ivats  ase. 

7.  llMt  bank  aotsaiAieb  wen  batter  than  *e  paper 
of  the  XHstriet  of  UdomUa,  and  a  Treeeaty  aole,  had 
been  ratomed  to  poatmaaisn,  by  order  or  Abraham 
Bradlirr.jr. 

8.  Iliat  the  Washington  and  Union  Bank  and  cer* 
tain  individnak  had  piodtod  by  tbe.atle  of  pest  effioe 
drafts. 

ft.  Tliat  a  contract  for  earning  tliemul  from  Wash- 
ington to  FrederiAibnig  bad  been  aoperaaded  by  order 
of  die  Postmaster  Generalibefbre  it  expired,  and  about 
double  the  amount  given  fiur  the  same  service. 

An  examination  of  the  sobjoined  testimony  and  doc- 
uments  will  enaUe  the  House  to  determine  how  Csi 
the  charges,  or  eitlier  of  them,  have  been  sostained. 
The  committee  liave,  however,  no  hesitation  in  express 
ing  thdr  opinion  oo  Ihem  severally. 

1.  With  lenect  to  the  first  charge,  in  relatien  te 
Abraham  Bradley,  jr.,  there  is  no  evidence  whatever 
to  indnoe  a  suqndon  that  be  has  add  post  office  drafta 
or  ehecka  ibr  a  premium ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  any 
other  person  in  the  Genml  Poet  Office  us  wM  poet 
office  drafts  or  dieeks  for  a  premium,  other  than  drafta 
obtained  for  thdr  own  salvies,  except  in  the  case  of 
H.  H.  Edwards,  who  bought  a  post  t^ee  draft  on  Boo* 
ton,  for  District  of  ColninJna  paper,  and  dispoaed  of  it 
by  an  agent  in  New  To^  (as  •*he  presumes,'*)  fiir  a 
pseminm. 

The  committee  have  not  relied  up«t  negative  testi- 
mony to  dtipfovo  tbiedurge,  but  have  attonttvdy  ex- 
amined tbe  bocAs  of  the  Union  Bank  conlaiaiog  the 
aeeeaats  with  the  Geoeral  Peat  Ofifoe,  aa  well  ao  tho 
private  aceeants  of  Abiabam  Bmdtay,  jr.,  aad  PUDoaa 
Bwdly,  with  that  baa^  aad  ba»o  ealfaftenrily  aaew* 
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tained  that  do  credita  have  bean  given  to  tbem,  or  an; 
other  person  in  the  General  Poet  Office,  for_  fueoiiun) 
on  drafta  or  chet^  ;  the;  have  alao  ascertainedf  that 
the  premiomi  for  post  office  drafts  and  cUecka  aold  b; 
tin  bank,  have  been  entered  in  the  profit  and  ion 
•eeottnt  thereof.  It  Aerefere  eendonvdy  SMvwn,  that 
tiieee  pMB^uM  have  ecemed  to-the  bank,  and  to  none 
oAer. 

5.  It  appeara  that  a  draft  in  favor  of  Eliiha  Riggs  is 
diarged  in  the  eaih  book  of  the  General  Post  Office, 
M  aold  to  the  Union  Bank,  the  words  Vnim  Bank 
batef  ^ipuentl;  written  on  an  erasnre.  Bat'fiom  an 
examinaUon  of  the  bookiof  the  Union  Bank,  the  com- 
Mttee  Mceitained,  that  ttie  General  Poet  Office  had 
-Bvedit  i>r  thia  ^aft  theraan,  and  theiefeie,  the  draft 
haviog  be«a  actsal^MM  to,  ssd  aegotialed  by  Ae 
Uniea  Utrnk  and  net  Eliafan  JUgsa,  thqr  do  net  per- 
OKK9*afimBK€tmlifkkiii»wmtff^  MiUiaMhaTe 
th^r  beea  we  to  diaeoeer  eiy  ifteper  pmpiaa  tobe 
eBected  b;  the  alterationa  on  the  cadi  hew. 

3.  It  appeaia  to  have  been. the  poacticeef  the  Aaaiat- 
ant  Postmaster  General,  A.  Bradla;,  jr.,  to  open  en 
acconnt  with  certain  individuaU,  partly  of  a  public  and 
portly  of  a  private  nature  ;  there  were  caaea  in  which 
members  of  Cougreaa  have,  by  meana  of  the  agency  of 
Abraham  Bradley,  jr.,  tranaieired  funds  from  one  part  of 
die  United  Statea  to  another  pan,  or  have  leceivcd 
moiwy  liH-  aome  of  their  eonatitnenta,  who  woe  con- 
tmeton  Sat  carrying  the  mul,  by  which  tfwir  namea 
heeame  Mrtered  on  the  booki ;  no  advantagea  accraed 
to  any  person  by  the  tranaaction  other  than  that  of  the 
aoconmedation  in  tvanefeTTiikg  an  ineensiderable  ftind 
tea  one  place  to  another.  It  may  be  observed  (hat 
the  port  (^ke  offered  peenliar  fiudlitiea  in  this  par- 
tfcolar,  and  hae  frewMttly  been  rmnted  to  by  mem- 
•hrae  •£  Uettgreaa  -aDu  oihaii  fiur  ihia  pBrpeBa,  hot  their 
nuaae  d»  not  jfpear  in  aa  open  eeeonnt  on  the  boeka, 
except  when  the  diafta  axehugtd  did  not  oxaetly  bal- 
Unoe  at  the  time  of  exdiange. 

The  only  aesonnt  of  thia  natme  which ia  aaeectained 
to-reaain  open  on  the  books  wee  mate  in  December, 
ISOO,  where  there  is  a  haknee  tn&VM  of  llie  General 
Poet^Office  of  three  hcuadted  and  Urcnty  doUaie,  doe 
£roai  Gsnoal  H.  Lee,  of  Viiginja. 

4.  It  iWMn  that  Ffaineaa  Bntdley,  e  elerk  in  the 
General  Foat  Office,  haa  been  ooncerned  in  carrying 
the  mail,  and  that  he  owned  somewhat  Boce  than  one 
eighteenth  of  a  Ime  of  st«|«M  whidk  carried  the  mul 
from  Baltimore  to  Georgetown  and  Alexandria  for 
93^800  a  year.  Whatever  may  be  the  Qnnion  of  the 
committee  as  to  the  strict  propriety  of  mt  mode  in 
which  8  compromise  waa  efiected  in  thia  case  between 
rival  contractora,  it  is  but  proper  to  add,  that  Mr. 
Bradley  had  no  legal  agency  in  tnftnencing  the  ded- 
eim  ^npoQ  the  oontaict,  nor  could  he  have  had  any 
other  agency  in  it,  ualesa  a  oormpt  disposition  is  pre- 
anaed  on  the  part  of  Uie  then  Postmaster  General, 
who  was  conaalted  before  the  contract  took  ofiot  as 
to  tke  pMpcie^ofhiabeinf  eooesoiedin  it;  bal  there 
ieBO  cmaiaalance  in  the  case  toaatfaefiie  andi  apre- 
Bomption. 

6.  These  ia  BO  evidence  whidi,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
MmBUttee,  can  justify  the  imputatioBs  in  this  obajq^e. 

6.  It  appears  that  bank  notes  to  a  mall  amount 
haTC  been  aold  by  Abraham  Bradley,  jr.,  and  P.  Brad- 
ley, previous  to  the  general  depreciation  of  bank  |Mpar, 
for  wbich  they  received  a  preminm.  The  evidence 
doee  not  prove  that  they  made  nae  of  public  money  for 
tlu*  pwpoee ;  but  ao  &r  aa  a  &ct  of  toia  kind  eoofd  ho 
14th  Cos,  l8t  Sx9S.— ^1 


ascertained  from  ciicamstaoces,  it  piovM  the  tramac- 
ttoD  to  haye  been  a.private  one. 

7.  It  appears  that  a  Treasuy  note  of -one  hundred 
dollar^  and  bank  notea  toa  small  amount,  which  were 
supplied  to  be  better  than  the  money  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  have  been  returned  to  postmasters;  this 
transaction,  so  far  as  it  regardathe  bank  notes  returned, 
is  in  conformi^  with  an  order  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  his  deputies.  The  only  reason  alleged  for  re- 
turning the  Treasury  note  is,  ttiat  it  might  have  been 
purcbued  at  a  diseonut  by  the  postmaster  who  remit- 
ted it. 

B.  Tbio  oonm^tae  have  ascertained  that  drafts  to 
the  amount  of  $121,348  40  turn  baen  di^oMd  of  to 
the  Union  Bank ;  and  to  the  amount  of  94,000  io  the 
WaaUngton  Bank,  and  to  the  amount  (tf  $16,348  26 
to  iodividaala  who  vrere  not  public  creditora  smce  the 
let  of  Oetober,  1814,  the  commencement  of  the  general 
dei»eciation  of  bank  paper.  Those  drafts  appear  to 
have  been  exchanged  atpar,  and.exceirtinafow  caaaa, 
for  the  paper  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  It  is  evi- 
dent, from  the  rate  of  exchange  during  thia  poriod  be- 
tween the  Diatriet  of  Colombia  and  moat  of  the  plaeaa 
upon  which  theae  drafts  were  drawn,  that  the  purcha- 
sers must  have  derived  an  advantage  other  than  that 
of  a  mere  transfer  of  Aeir  funds.  It  baa  not  been  in 
the  power  of  &e  c<Hnmittee  to  ascertain  the  value 
of  these  drafts  in  the  peper  of  the  District  of  Ctdum- 
Ua,  having  no  means  of  determining,  at  the  several 
lUttea,  the  teapective  rates  of  exchange  ;  nor  did  this 
appear  to  them  very  material,  as  the  amount  of  preAt 
whiA  aeorned  to  the  purchaeem  oenU  have  bat  little 
inanfmn*  npon  the  principle  which  mnat  detennine 
UutpieprielyeftheBaaanre.  WithreivocttothebMiki, 
it  is  atMad  that  a  ant^  pn^ortion  of  these  drafts  were 
aold  for  premiuma,  aome  having  been  exchanged  In 
^ede,  and  oihara  used  for  the  p^ment  of  debta  doe 
to  other  banks. 

It  oannot,  however,  be  of  any  importance  (if  the  drafts 
were  esaentially  mere  valuable  than  the  Diatriet  of 
Columbia  paper)  whether  they  were  employed  in  the 
payment  of  debts,  sold  for  specie,  or  for  bank  notes  of 
tbu  District  with  a  premium  for  the  difbrencs  of  value ; 
the  prindple  ia  the  aeme  in  dther  caae,  and  whatever 
may  be  the  amount  of  advantage  to  the  individuals  or  the 
banka  in  thiatranaaetion,  resulting  from  thediffeienceof 
exchange,  the  same  will  be  the  amount  of  disadvantage 
to  the  Oovemment.  It  does  not  however  appear  that 
any  diange  has  taken  place  in  the  practice  of  the  Gen* 
era!  Post  Office  Department,  in  tikis  respect,  for  a  aeries 
of  yeaia;  and  as  the  operation  complained  of  is  evi- 
dently the  effect  of  an  existing  arrangement  under  a 
change  of  the  dreaDUtancea  of  the  oircalating  mediam , 
it  is  not  to  be  ^eanmed  that  the  piaatiee  has  arisen 
est  of  la  design  to  promote  pdvate  intAesta,  or  to  pM* 
^dice  tin  interests  of  the  GevemmenL  The  commit- 
tee are  however  deddedly  of  optnia^  that  the  adw- 
tage  arising  from  the  difierenoe  of  exchasge  aa  to  all 
the  moneys  that  are  due  to  the  Treasoiy  ought  to  ac- 
crue exclusively  to  the  Government;  but  as  the  Post- 
master General  has  expressed  a  wiUingoess  to  pqr 
over  these  balances  in  any  way  that  may  best  accom- 
modate the  Treasury  Department,  the  evil  admita  of  a 
veiy  simple  remedy. 

9.  The  foots  slated  in  this  charge  era  admitted  to  bo 
cwrect,  and  tiie  letter  of  tiio  Postmaster  General  con- 
tains a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  reasons  for  alter, 
ing  the  terms  of  tiie  contract  ia  question ;  wbeUier  too 
mudi  was  eventually  givw  ^  the  service  under  the 
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chuflw  Tvquirad  bj  the  Poatmutar  Genertl,  u  •  niV 
ject  not  in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  decide ;  nor 
would  thej  be  joatified  in  presmning  enj  miKoiidoct 
in  ft  truueetion  thmt  appetn  to  have  been  m  fui\j 
copducted. 

The  committee  sabjoia  to  tbii  report  the  tubatanee 
of  bII  the  teatimony  whidi  appeared  to  them  in  mj 
degree  material  to  the  in^niqrt  alao  sondiy  oraunani- 
catwna  made  in  writiog,  and  beg  leave  to  oflfer  the  fol- 
lowing reaolntitm,  yn : 

Ruohaedy  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inTeati' 
gate  the  eon^net  of  die  General  roat  Office  Depart- 
ment be  diaduTged  frnm  the  fitrUwr  ooorideration 
of  the  salQeet  reftmd  to  them. 

[Accompany  iog  this  report  is  an  abstract  of 
the  evideace  given  before  the  commitieet  and 
some  written  statemeots  made  in  answer  to  its 
queries.  These  doeaqMDls,  beinff  Toluminoas, 
an  omitted.] 

THE  TAHIFP. 

The  House  then  again  resoWed  iuelf  into  n 
Committee  of  ibe  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
die  doiies  on  imports. 

Mr.  Lyon,  after  some  remarks  to  show  the  op- 
IffesaiTeoesa  of  ibe  proposed  duty  on  salt  on  the 
people  of  bis  part  of  the  eouniry,  and  the  general 
impblicr  and  odioasness  of  a  beaTjr  lax  on  that 
article,  mored  to  strike  out  the  daty  of  iwtntjr 
acnts  per  bashel  on  salt. 

Mr.  LoWHDBs,  witboot  following  the  gentle- 
man in  the  discussion  of  the  general  questioD, 
hoped  Ibe  House  would  not  now  rererse  its 
former  decision  on  this  subject,  and  reject  the 

datT. 

Tbe  motion  was  then  negatlred  by  a  large 
m«oritf. 

Mr.  Ihohah  moved,  for  reasons  wbleh  he 
offered,  that  the  duty  of  six  cents  per  pound  on 
imported  gunpowder,  be  raised  to  eight  cents; 
which  was  assented  to  by  Mr.  LowkdeB;  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  after  remarking 
on  tbe  diflSculty  of  discriminatiog  between  Lon- 
don Particular  and  market  wines,  and  tbe  ease  of 
evading  the  difference  of  duty,  moved  to  abolish 
the  discrimination,  and  make  tbe  duty  on  eaob 
ninety  eeots  per  gallon. 

Mr.  SuiTH  gave  a  particular  statement  of  tbe 
different  wioea  of  Madeira,  their  qualities,  &c.; 
declaring  his  belief  that  tbe  doty  proposed  on 
vrise  was  ao  high  as  to  endanger  the  revenue 
charefrom,  abd  showiog,  by  various  illustratioos, 
that  ft  moderate  duty  was  more  productive  to  tbe 
Goremnent,  by  preventing  sinuggling. 

Mr.  MiLMOS  a^ed  in  favor  oT  the  discrimi- 
nating duty,  and  adduced  some  facts  in  support 
thereof. 

Mr.  Ward  replied,  that  his  objection  was  not 
to  tbe  expediency  of  discriminating,  but  its  im- 
practicabiliiy,  &c.}  after  which 

Mr.  Smith  observed,  in  addition,  that  the  high 
duties  might  operate  as  an  eocouragemeot  to  the 
brewing  of  wine  at  home,  because  thirtv  gallons 
of  good  cider,  thirty  of  sherry,  lea  of  Malaga,  and 
ten  of  good  Madeira,  would  make  wine  which 
would  pats  anywhere  for  Madeira;  and,  as  we 
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were  ^eatly  encouraging  some  manufaciures,  he 
said,  ironically,  gentlemen  might  think  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  encourage  this. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to— ayce  05. 

Mr.  RoBBRTSOH,  after  observing  that  claret 
was  not  a  luxury  atone  to  some  parts  of  the  co«b- 
try ;  but,  from  the  nature  of  tbe  climate,  ao  abso- 
lute necessary  to  the  health  of  tbe  people  in  tikat 
section  of  the  Union  which  be  represented,  mored 
to  strike  out  the  dutj  on  certain  kinds  wine 
named  in  the  bill,  with  tbe  view  of  estahlieUBg 
a  lower  duty. 

Mr.  Shitb,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks, 
said  he  wished  to  retain  the  highest  duty  tm 
Spanish  and  Port^ueee  wines,  for  poUlicftl  rea- 
sons} in  ihoae  eoantriea,  our  floor  beuw  subjeeled 
to  a  dnty  of  two  dtdlan  per  barrel,  and  he  wished 
to  ind«ee  oar  eitizens  to  go  risewhere  in  aearefa 
of  foreiffo  wines,  &e. 

Mr.  HARDiif  spoke  against  the  motion,  and  in 
favor  of  high  duties  on  luxuries,  such  as  he  con- 
sidered claret  wine,  particqlarly  at  a  time  when 
we  were  taxing  the  iadispensable  articles  of  life; 
and  remarked,  lacideotalfy,  that  if  the  Louistan- 
ians  could  not  obtain  wine,  ther  could  obtain  an 
abundant  supply  of  whiskey  from  Kentucky  in 
lieu  of  it. 

Mr.  RoBBRTsOH  repeated  that  claret,  io  the 
part  of  tbe  country  referred  to,  was  not  onXf 
necessary  lo  the  health,  but  to  the  morals,  of  the 
people.  They  were  a  sober  people,  he  said,  and 
it  was  to  save  them  from  tbe  whukey  offered  by 
the  grotleman  from  Kentucky  that  he  wished  to 
reduce  the  doty  on  claret.  The  liquid  fife 
alcohol  woold,  in  so  warm  a  elimaie^  be  poison 
to  them,  and  its  om  be  more  pemieious  than 
arsenic. 

Mr.  CuiY  said  he  was  ia  favor  of  the  motion, 
because  of  the  cheapness  of  the  artieie  at  the 

E laces  wbeaceit  was  imported;  bat  be  was  sorry 
ia  friend  from  Louisiana  bad  declared  war 
affainst  the  whiskey  of  the  West;  and  regretted, 
ifsuch  was  tbe  fact,  that  the  taste  of  the  people 
of  Louisiana  was  so  bad  as  to  prefer  bad  claret 
to  good  whiskey. 

Mr.  Smith  then — Mr.  Robertsoh  having  with- 
drawn bis  motion  for  that  purpose — moved  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  claret  wine  in  cades,  from 
twenty-five  to  fifteen  cents  per  gallon;  whisk 
was  negatived — ayes  44. 

Mr.  BuaHaiDE  moved  to  Inofease  the  duty  on 
imported  iron  in  bars,  dtc.,from  aerealy-£ve  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  cents  per  Imndred 
weight,  which  he  advocated  by  a  speech  of  some 
length. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Moars.  H&Lt, 
PiCEBBiNo,  SHiTB,of  Maryland,  Lovkdb0,Qros- 
vENOR,  Hardin,  Cotbbebt,  and  Irvimq,  and  ad- 
vocated by  Messrs.  Rbtnolos  and  Gondiot;  the 
last  named  gentleman  concludiug  by  moving  to 
raise  the  duty  to  one  hundred  and  fihy  cents  per 
hundred  weight. 

After  a  very  extended  discussioa  of  the  ques- 
tion, in  which  it  was  argued  on  one  side  that  our 
iron  factories  required  additional  eoeooragement 
and  protection;  and,  on  the  other,  that  it  wai 
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almdr  a  )>ro&table  Bttraait,  by  wbieh  large  for- 
tunn  were  made ;  tnai  if  it  could  not  doit  do 
without  so  high  a  proieetioo,  it  woald  always 
require  it;  that  the  daiy  ia  tbe  bill  was  three 
times  tbeiormer  duty,  under  which  iron  factories 
were  established  to  great  adraotage—  ' 

The  amendment  was  rejecied— fire  or  six  only 
rising  in  faror  of  tbe  motion. 

Mr.  Stbomo  then  moved  lo  reduce  tbe  duty  on 
imported  iron,  from  sereaty-fireto  fifiy  cents  per 
hundred  weight. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Rosa,  who 
wished  that  tbe  ambusadora  from  tbe  cotton 
faetories  bad  at  once  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  wfaieb  the 
House  might  haTe  swallowed,  and  hare  left  the 
other  manufactories  to  (bemsatre^  and  not  be 
burdening  the  people  in  every  possible  way,  under 
tba  plea  of  protection.  The  motion  was  adro- 
cated  also  oy  Mr.  Webster,  chiefly  on  tbe 
ground  of  the  great  oariffation  tbe  iron  importa- 
tions employed  to  tbe  Baltic. 

It  being  suggested  that  this  motion  had  been 
already  decided  a  few  days  ago,  Mr.  Stbono 
raried  it,  by  moTing  to  reduce  the  duty  to  thirty- 
sereD  and  a  half  cents  per  hundred  wetghi,  whteb 
was  negatived — ayes  45. 

Mr.  Webbtgb  then  moved  to  reduce  the  duty 
to  forty-five  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  BuBiistDB, 
and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Webbtbb  and  Hale, 
and  earried— ayes  OS,  noes  43. 

Mr.  Bbtts  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  of  fire 
cenU  per  bushel  on  coal,  with  the  view  of  insert* 
ing  the  article  in  the  second  section,  among  those 
vnicb  are  to  be  admitted  free  of  duty ;  in  support 
of  which  a  memorial  from  the  Common  Coundl 
of  New  York  was  read. 

Tbe  motion  was  opposed  with  much  earnest- 
ness by  Mr.  Pleabantb,  who  adduced  variotu 
ar^meois  in  support  of  tbe  doty,  and  of  encour- 
agtag  tbe  home  production  of  the  article. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  dirision. 

Mr,  Plbabaiits  then  moved  to  add  one  cent 
more  to  the  dot^  on  the  imported  coal,  and  make 
it  six  instead  of  fire  cents  per  bushel. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ibvino,  at 
some  length,  as  one  which  would  fall  with  pecu- 
liar and  Dueqaat  senrity  on  the  poorer  classes  of 
eilizens  tu  the  Atlantic  towns ;  as  a  partial  and 
unjust  tax,  &e.;  and  he  argued  against  tbe  im- 
policy of  legislating  in  this  sectional  and  special 
aunner. 

Mr,  Clat  also  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  sub- 

f'eei,  sayiog  that  be  supposed  it  was  a  sutntitute 
or  a  motion  which  Mr.  Plba8A1IT8  bad  previ- 
ously made  and  withdrawn,  (to  make  the  im- 
ported boshel  an  even  and  not  a  heaped  one,)  and 
as  he  could  not  shave  the  bushel  down  to  a  level, 
be  wished  to  put  a  cent  on  the  top  of  it.  Mr.  C. 
asked  his  friend  from  Virginia,  coming  as  he  did 
from  the  3outb,  used  to  cheerful  coal  fires,  to 
recollect  the  sbivering  condition  of  those  of  the 
North,  dbc.,  who  had  to  import  their  coal. 

Mr.  pLEASAKTB  ssid  he  did  not  expect,  by  bis 
mouoii,  to  ezeiie  so  maeh  serioosness  oa  the  oat 
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hand,  or  so  much  pleasantry  on  the  other,  and 
then  proceeded  to  defend  the  propriety  of  his 
motion,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ibvimq;  after  wbieh,  the 
amendment  was  negatived— ayes  46,  noes  63. 

Mr.  CJoMDicT  then  moved  to  reduce  tbe  duty 
to  three  cents  per  bushel ;  which  was  negatived 
by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  iBviif 0  moved  the  ft  Uowiog  clause  to  tbe 
first  section : 

That  in  all  cases  where  an  ad  vaiorem  duty  shall 
b«  charged,  it  shall  be  calculated  oa  tbe  net  cost  of 
the  article,  (exdotive  of  padtages,  commissions,  and 
all  charges,)  and  on  the  usual  addition,  established  br 
law,  of  twen^  per  cent,  on  all  merchandisa  imported 
from  places  b^ond  the  Cape  ot  Good  Kop»t  and  of 
ten  per  cent,  on  articles  imporfed  fitom  all  oOmt 
places." 

This  amendment,  Bfler  a  short  discussion,  was 
adopted,  without  a  division. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  second 
section  of  the  hill,  which  enomerates  the  articles 
to  be  admitted  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  moved  to  strike  out  "  burr  stones 
unwrought,"  with  the  view  of  subjecting  them 
to  a  duty,  on  the  ground  that  Georgia  could  sup- 
ply all  tbe  wants  of  the  country  in  this  article  of 
the  best  quality,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  encour- 
aged, &c. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Gaoa* 
VBMOB  and  Milmob,  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
FoBSYTB  and  Wilde,  and  ne^tired. 

The  Committee  then  ros^  and  obtained  leart 
to  sit  again. 

Tbubsoat,  biareh  88. 

Mr.  Chipmait,  from  the  select  cdtaimitteeu- 
pointed  on  the  Stth  December  last,  reported  a  uU 
for  the  relief  ot  John  H.  Peaste^  Nathaa  B.  Haa- 
well,  and  Russell  Jones ;  which  was  read  twie^ 
and  committed  to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Edarard  Hallowell. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  Hooaa 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  "An  act  in  additioa 
to  the  act  to  regulate  the  late  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment," with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  tbe  House  a  supple* 
mental  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  appli- 
cations 10  be  placed  on  the  list  of  inralid  pension- 
ers; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Pensions  and  Rerolutiooary  Claims. 

Mr.  HAaDiH  mored  a  resolution  fixing  the  fa- 
tare  hour  of  meeting  during  the  session,  at  lea 
instead  of  eleren  o'clock. 

The  resolution  ms  opposed  by  Mr.  Hulbert, 
and  supported  bjr  Mr.  HABoin,  and  adopted  by  « 
considerable  n^jority. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  tbe  bill  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  duties  oo  imports  and  tonnage. 

Mr.  MiDDLBTOii  mored  so  to  amcad  the  sec- 
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-■«ad  Mctioa  as  to  admit  maps,  charli,  and  draw- 
ings, free  of  duty }  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Oa  fugeestioQ  of  Mr.  Qtbarhb,  aod  aMe&led 
to  b;  Mr.  LawsDEs,  ehetnical  apjaraius  wu  aJio 
iacladed  in  the  free  artidti,  woen  imported  for 
incorporated  cocieties. 

Mr.  RuD, after  some  iDtrodactorjr  obiemtiom, 
^Boved  to  strike  out  "olire  oil  in  casks"  from  the 
'free  articles,  for  the  purpose  of  Eubjeoting  it  lo 
■dutjr.  It  was  his  opioioD  that  spermaoeti  oil  was 
a^good  subetitate,  and  that  its  ataoulBotare  »Dght 
to  ne  antonxaged. 

■AAer  some  qpposiiion  from  'Mema.  Stboho 
Wid  HuuaaT— ouit  motioa  4ns  lost. 

ConsidcraUe  «DO««x«atim  4h«B  ipUee  «o 
H»  Bvhjeet  of  ftfFopoied  iamg  oaahe  importatiwi 
of  foreign  aDmaDofactured  wool ;  but  no  Haaiaion 
took  place  oa  the  subject,  the  motion  respeeiiDg 
it  beingwaived  for  the  present. 
.  Ur.  WitJis  moved  some  amendmeato  in  the, 
phraseology  of  the  second  seoiioo,  which  were 
agreed  to. 

Qo  motion  of  Mr.  Atibbtoni  gold  and  silrer 
coin  were  added  to  bullion  jn  uw  list  of  free 
articles, 

On  taking  up  the  3d  section,  which  imposes 
12^  per  cent,  on  all  articles  imported  afier  the  30th- 
Jane  nest,  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United 
3totes, 

Mr.  Bmva  moved  ilut  10  per  oent.  be  aabsti- 
tated  for  1S|.  That  rate,  he  asid,  iiad  been  the 
nnifbrm  duty  frcnn  the  cMnmencement  of  the 
Government  to  this  time ;  and  he  farther  wished 
to  impose  as  moderate  a  duty  as  we  could,  be- 
cause of  the  Dumber  of  our  citizens  residing  in 
the  Haose  Towas,  Ac.,  nod  carrying  on  an  ex- 
tensive trade  with  us. 

Mr.  Pitkin  supported  the  motiooj  ateo,  in  a  few 
remarks;  and  the  amendment  was  thni  agreed 
to,  without  objeclioo. 

Hr.  Smith  moved  to  reduce  the  amount  to  bo 
deducted  from  the  duties  on  articles  exported, 
with  the  beae£t  of  drawback,  from  5  per  cent.,  as 
.proposed  by  the  bill,  to  2^  per  cent. 

<>a  this  rooiioB  a  short  dncnssioo  ensued,  after 
whioh^  the  amendmeat  was  adopted  by  a  large 
m^oriiT. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  further  to  amend  this  sec- 
,  tion,iby  reducing  the  proposed  deduction  on  spir- 
its exported  with  the  benefit  of  drawbadc. 

Xbe  moijipa  w«s  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lownobs 
and  Pioinntiia,  aod  negatived. 

Mr.  LowNDBS  moved  the  ibllowiog  proviso  to 
the  enumeration  of  the  articles  cnlid^a  to  draw- 
back: 

"  Providtd,  Aofvewr,  That  piece  soodi  imported  in 
■hips  or  Tcas^  of  the  United  States  bom  India,  which 
•hall  have  sayed  before  the  ptMing  of  this  lot.  and 
shall  arrive  between  the  30th  of  Jnoe  1816,  and  the 
80th  of  June  1SI7,  may  be  re4Zpoited  with  the  bene- 
fit of  drawbadc,  and  without  any  deduction  from  Ae 
amoontof  duties  soogtad  or  pud,  at  ainr  time  within 
twelve  months  from  the  time  of  importatnMi." 

The  proviso  was  offered  without  the  periods 
Hated  a*ove,  bat  the  blanks  were  filled  op,  and 
the  amendment  finally  adopted  in  the  farm  auted. 


Mr.  Ibvwo  moved  the  foUowIi^  na  no  •tti- 
tional  see^n  to  the  bill : 


"'nat  ■Aerthe!  SMi  of JmM  neK^  in  tXi  caaesofeDtiy 
of  meKhin&e  for  the  btDeflt  of  drawback,  the  tee  vt 
twenty  dajps  ehdl  be  allowed  from  tbe  date  *^  Aees- 
tiy,  for  giving  the  exptetatiea  bonds  for  the  «ame : 
Prwidkd,  That  the  ezposter  riiaU,  n  tnmy  «thar  pai^ 
ticnlar,  comity  with  the  mgnlaiieBe  end  iinnaliliM 
heretofore  eatabUafaed  for  eatriea  tii-tammtlAm.  Ar  the 
benefit  of  diasibaok." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  without  (^posi- 
tion  as  the  5th  section  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  a  clause  was  add- 
ed to  the  bill  empowering  the  President  to  pur- 
chase as  well  as  erect  houses  for  the  nae  of  the 
customs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Athestom  a  section  was 
added  10  make  more  positive  and  unequivocal  the 
repeal  of  former  acts  respecting  discriminating 
duties,  interfering  with  the  provisions  of  this  hm. 

Mr.  MiLMOK  proposed  to  uke  from  the  Preai- 
dent  the  application  of  the  fund  csUed  ^  ware- 
hoase  money,**  and  vest  it  in  tlw  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  Congress. 

This  motioa  was  negatived  by  a  large  mi^otitv. 

Mr.  Cady  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section  providing  a  ftind  from  diawbacks,  for 
the  erection  of  custom-houses. 

This  motion  was  agreed  (o  without  a  divi»ion, 

Mr.  Inohau  moved  a  long  amendment,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  reduce  the  number  of  grmdes 
of  ad  valorem  duty,  aod  traosfer  the  articles  fall- 
ing under  the  rate  of  twenty  per  cent,  to  other 
classes — which  was  agreed  lo. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Inobau  the  duty  on  unman- 
ufactured wool  was  fixed  at  7|  cents  ad  Talocem— 
ayes  63. 

Mr.  RoBSBTaoN,  after  some  ezplaaalory  ofaser- 
vattoQs,  in  which  he  adverted  to  the  deeisioo  of 
the  committee  on  this  subject  a  day  or  iwoago 
moved  to  strike  out  the  exception  in  favor  of 
books  imported  for  the  use  of  Joeorpomted  socie- 
ties, &c.,  so  as  to  make  the  impoetationof  hooks 
entirely  free;  a  duty  on  whieh|  he  migaed,  was 
unneeesaary  for  the  purpose  of  enconntgeoait-to 
the  American  publisher,  dbe.,  and  would  sieaie 
only  a  greater  competition  .amongst  the  priMen 
here. 

The  motioa  was  opposed  by  Messia.  Ihobah 
and  LTOii,the  latter  of  whom  maintaiDed  that 
the  encouragement  was  tiecessary  for  the  boaiaea 
here;  that  very  few  books  were  published  in  ihe 
United  Stales  in  the  foreign  laogaages;  thai  our 
printing  was^eailv  inferior  to  that  of  Eoglaad  ; 
that  until  very  lately  we  had  not  republished-nny 
of  the  standard  works,  &c.,and  that  a  duty  en 
foreign  imported  books  was  aecesnry  to  improve 
the  business  of  book-making  ip  this  country. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBODoa  moved  a  new  section,  lo 
limit  the  operation  of  the  act  to  theiena  ofionc 
years. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mesm.  Shvth 
and  HnLBBRT,  on  the  ground  of  the  i»arioas 
efibet  OB  eonmerce  as  wdl  as  BMiBinelam 
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wtiwh  UkeeonrtMii  apprebenuoQ  (tf  dwogs  wouM 
prculaee.  and  It  wu  aaroeated  by  the  morer,  who 
said  If  the  act  pa:ised  without  Uinitattoft  iL  wesld 
be  stilt  liable  to  repeal  al  wmf  time  bf  *■  majerttjr 

CoagFeea,  and  preaeot  proteotioa  he  had  ooder' 
stood  WW  all  that  the  (aaDafaeuiKn  wanted,  dw; 
After  whieb  the  ameftdmeat  wm  repeated,  hj  a 
]«nn  iniuority. 

The  Committae  thea  roM,  and  rannadi  the 
bill'aad-  anendineatB,  which  were  ordend:  ta-Ue 
on  ibfrti^ftaDd'beprittttdi 

DIRBCT  TAX. 

The  House  theo  went  ioto  CbminitteQ  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  sapplemeotary  to  the  act  Ikylog 
a.  direct  tax. 

Mr.  QouMBOROoaR  moved  that  the  assessors 
shoold  be  compelled  to  attend  two  full  days  in 
each  eoonty  in  thetr  MTcnl  districts,  iosiead  of 
one  inj ;  which  motion  was  n^tind  without 
a  division. 

Mt.  NiLsoif,  of  Virfficia,  mOT«d  to  strike  out 
the  proviso  which  makes  the  seller  of  a  slave, 
after  Uie  purchaser  has  entered  snch  slave  as  his 
properly,  respoasible  for  the  tax  as  well  as  the 
purchaser;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

AAer  some  ioefiectual  attempts  to  amend  the 
bnt;  Bill'.  McLbah,  of  Kentucky,  offered  an  ameod* 
meni,  the  object  <n  which  was  to  compel  the  asses- 
sors to  attend  at  each  court-house  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  as  well  when  the  counties  ex- 
ceed six,  as  when  they  do  DOt ;  which  was  agreed 
ft>  without  objectioo. 

The  Committee  then  rose  nod  reported  the  bill 
as  amended.  The  Hottse  conearred  in  the  amend- 
menu,  aud  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to 
^epyQwdfor-aihirdreadiay. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  obtained 
leare  to  sit  to-morrow  daring  the  sessioB  of  the 
Hnue;  and  then  die  fSovm  a^nnrad. 

FunA.T>  March  3d. 

Mr.  MiLNOB  presented  the  petition  of  the  man* 
afrrs  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospitali  pe^ngithat 
tha  ptofBrty  of  said  ho^tal  may:  he  eneaaptad^ 
fymm  iba  pHimeai  of  the  dkect  tax  i  wbitk  wu 
■aimed  to  the  Commiliea  of  Wapiaad  Maaaa. 

Mr.  Ymor,  floK  the  Gommiilea  of  GlaiuL 
■apnrlad,  with  aaaadinaBl%  the  amsndraann-  «c 
the  Stnat*  ta  tha  hiti  anUariaing  nanBcafe  £oc 
pfafwr^  lost,  captured,  or  dettvafad  byi  the  m- 
maft  while  in  the  pabda  aacviar;.  whiAiMa  mtr- 
^■ed  to  lie  an  the  lablei 

The  Henaa  wmt  ia«o  Comiaitlaeof  tha  Whola 
on  the  bill  inpplementory  to  the  actlbrdedninv 
alMdadea.of  the  jadges  of  tha  T«riior«  of  Uli- 
MM.  The  bill  raeaivadia  nwbal  amannm— t  in 
««Maitiee,  waa  reported,  ta  the  Houa^  and  e»- 
dered  to  be  engroesed  and  ratd  a  third  tlmcb 

The  House  rcaolved  itself  into  a  C>»amittee  of 
tba  Whale  on  the  bill  to  aothoriEc  the  President 
to  base  oot  the  United  Sutee  saliae  on  the  Wa- 
bash river ;  whicK  was  reported  to  the,  Qooaa 
iv^  some  unia^>ortaat  ■maadnnnls,  and  the  bill, 
aa  amaaded,  waa  ordared  to  be  eflfeomed  for  a 
tMid-ieadtag. 


RopR.  - 


The  House  went  into  Committee  «f  the  Wbda 
OD  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  and  Jofaa 
Tyler,  of  New  Hampshire.  The  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress  was  refused  leave  to  sit  again; 
and  the  btU  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  remaining  orders  of  the  day  were  sus- 
pended, on  motion  of  Mr.  Nbl0Oh  of  Virgioia;. 
and  Mr.  N.  then  snbmitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Ritohedi  That  a  committee  be  snpdntad  to  inyiira 
into  the  offidsl  conduct  of  Matthiu  B.  TsUnudce, 
one  of  the  District  JndgtM  of  the  State  of  IVew  T^c, 
and  to  report  their  opinion  whe^ier  Uke  said  Mftttldaa 
B.  TslKnadge  bss  so  acted  in  his  judicial  capacity  as 
to  n^uiie  the  inteipontion  of  the  Constitotional 
power  of  Ibis  Howw;  mi  that-  the-  said  eeomntteebe 
aathorixed  to  aemAin  pwaen^  papers,  and  reeiwd. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  withont  objection, 
and  acommtttee  of  seven  appointed  aceordiosly.— 
Messrs.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Gbosvbhok,  Kbtts, 
QoLiMBOBOUQH,  Tarckt,  WiuciH,  and  Law, 
were  appointed  the  said  oommittee. 

ThehUlfor  the  rriiefof  Bdward  HfeUoweU; 
the  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  Henry  Maleolm :  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Bdward  Keeler  and  John  Ftancis ; 
the  bill  for  ibe  relief  of  Moses  Lewis ;  the  biU  to 
remit  certain  duties  on  books  Imported  for  Har- 
vard College ;  the  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  Robert 
Ktdd  i  and  the  bill  allowing  100,000  dollars  to  the 
captors  of  certain  Algerioe  vessels,  severaUv 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  vThoIe,  aim 
(with  the  oxoeption  of  tite  laatinamedi  which  wu 
ordered  to  lie  lor  the  present  on.tha  tabtcj)  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

MfSSmSIPPI  TEKSrrORT. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  pacehaseos  o£ 
public  lands  in  theMississipiH  Tevntorr,  also  pais- 
ed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  waa 
reported  to  the  House  with  an  immaterial  amead- 
ment,  which  was  agreed  to* 
r  Mr.  Hall  then  moved  the  following' aa  a- aa)«- 
section  to  the  hill:  "That,  from  aac after  tius 
'  day.  the  sum  of  monajF  doa  tha  8tai«  <dt  G)«dk 

*  gifLundcE  the-artieleaof  agrceflMat«nd  an^OBi, 
'  shall  bear  an  intetaat  of  sixDwoaattperaBaOHt, 

*  until  paid." 

This  motion  waa-  objeatad  to  by  Mr.  Ronaim^ 
aofl,  who  oould  sea.ao  reaaoa  or  jiutioe  in  thfr 
amendment}  and  auppottad  bf  Mr.  HwiiVbai 
said  if  the  li  nited  States  chose  tograat  gvaMilooft ' 
iindulffsooa  to  their  debtors,  it  waa  ao  reaaon  mhfi 
thev  should  delay  the  pafmeat  of  their  debUi 
'  without  giving  interest,  me. 
i  The  amaaamant.  waa  rejettad  by  a  lar^  mar 
.joriiy. 

Mr.  FoaavTB  then  offered  an  ameadmeat  t» 
the  bill,  in  the  following  words:  "That  theiah 
'  tarest  due,  and  which  shall  becooae  dne,  fkam 
'  the  persons  entitled  to  the  beoefiis  of  thi»  ut^ 
'  shall  be  paid  (o  the  Siata  of  Qeorgia,  in  additiaB 
'to  tha  sum  due  by  tha  artielea  of  eeasioB  aAf 
<  ureanent  for  the  purehasa  of  the  MiieiiMpii 
'  Teiritory.** 

This  motion  was  supported  bv  the  oiover,  and 
ojyoaBd  by  Mr.  BosBBTaoM^  and  aagativedj  and 
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then  th«  bill  wts  ordered  to  be  engrotaed  for  a 
third  mdiDg. 

BEMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  bill  rrmitliog  ibe  duties  to  Harrard  Col- 
lege was,  OQ  iQotioo  of  Mr.  Clat,  amended  io 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  hy  includiDg  io  the 
bill  the  remission  of  duties  od  the  carriage  of 
Qorernor  Qore,  of  Upper.Canada,  who  landed  at 
New  York  in  1815,  and  passed  through  part  of 
the  United  States  to  his  GfoTernmeot. 

It  was  inquired  by  Mr.  Fobsyth,  who  eoneeired 
l|ie  remission  of  the  duty  an  act  of  courtesy  only, 
what  the  practice  of  the  Britiih  Government  was 
m  raeh  eases  i  that  if  the  eourtesy  was  not  aiual 
wHh  that  OoTemment,  he  ihoaU  be  uwilli^ 
to  extend  it  in  the  present  inattnee. 

It  was  replied  dt  Mr.  Clat  that,  though  his 
motion  was  founded  in  strict  justice,  it  not  being 
within  the  contemplation  of  the  law  to  exact 
duties  on  a  carriage  which  was  not  to  be  used  in 
the  country,  the  eourtesy  was  usual  in  England, 
and  on  the  coatineot  of  Europe. 

Mr.  HoPEiHsoH  stated  a  fact,  also,  in  which 
the  duties  accrnins  in  Great  Britain  on  certain 
paintings  intended  for  the  PeansyWania  Hospital 
were  remitted,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  for 
the  general  encouragement  of  the  arts,  and  for  a 
public  institution 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  in  committee, 
and  concurred  in  unanimously  by  the  House. 

THE  PREVIOUS  QUESTION. 
The  Bpbakih  proceeded  to  annouoce,  sev- 
erally,  the  orders  oi  the  day.  On  calling  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Steading  Rules 
and  Orders  of  the  House,  which  was  under  dis- 
enssion  some  weeks  ago, 

Mr.  STAxroBD  mored  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said 
order. 

Mr.  Bassrtt  moved  that  the  order  be  indefi- 
nltdy  postponed. 

Mr.  STANPOan  said,  so  far  aa  it  was  the  oUect 
of  the  House  to  get  elear  of  the  discussion  of  the 
previous  question,  it  might  be  well  enonsh  to 
postpone  indefinitely ;  but  the  motion  its«f  he 
considered  as  opening  the  whole  discussion.  He 
considered  the  rule  naconstitutioaal,  and  oppres- 
atveupon  a  minority  of  this  House ;  that  it  always 
called  up  the  worst  feelings  in  the  House,  and  he 
'thought  the  meseuta  propitious  time  to  get  clear 
of  it.  But,  he  was  as  anxious  as  any  other  gen- 
tleman to  bring  the  session  to  a  close,  and  would 
therefore  content  himself  with  asking  the  ayes 
and  noes  upon  the  question ;  whicb  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Jackson  expressed  bis  wish  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bassett)  would  with- 
draw bis  motion. 

Mr.  TncEBR  nnit^  in  that  request ;  not  from 
u  Indisposition  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  rule  rdattng  to  the  previous  question, 
which  it  was  the  object  of  the  mover  of  the  order 
of  the  day  to  bring  under  coosideratioo.  He  had 
tlways  believed  the  rule  an  essential  rule,  hojr- 
ever  caotioue  the  House  ahould  be  in  the  exercise 
w  It.  But  he  was  averse  to  this  mode  of  acting 
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on  the  question,  preferring  to  meet  it  directly, 
and  if  the  motion  for  postponement  was  persisted 
i|i  he  should  vote  agaiost  it. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  replied  that  he  could  not  wiib- 
draw  the  motion.  Gentlemen  must  perceive  that 
it  was  now  too  late  to  take  op  the  subject  and  go 
into  a  long  debate — that  subjects  of  a  more  press- 
ing nature  called  for  the  attention  of  the  House 
in  order  to  bring  the  session  to  a  close ;  and  if  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  f  Mr.  Stabpokd^ 
wished  to  go  into  a  discussion,  lie  had  it  in  his 
power,  by  a  resolution  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Starfobd  said  (hat  the  gentleman,  (Mr. 
B.,)  and  the  House,  knew  there  were  other  previ- 
ous questions  besides  the  main  one.  If  be  made 
the  motion  the  gentleman  spoke  of,  then  followed 
the  question  of  coosideration,  and  the  House  had 
it  in  their  power  to  evade  the  discussion  at  will. 
The  other  gentleman,  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tdck- 
BB,)  declares  that  he  thinks  the  rule  a  nec^sary 
and  proper  one,  and  ougfaL  at  times,  to  be  resorted 
to.  If,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  rule  be  a  proper  one— ear 
a  Constitutional  on^then  it  was  nir  to  use  it 
upon  one  subject,  as  well  as  another,  upon  aU  sub- 
jects before  the  House  j  then  we  might  be  made  a 
dumb  Legislature  complete;  or  we  might  be  tar- 
ried through  a  whole  session  in  that  way.  He 
would  forbear,  however,  as  tbe  ayes  and  noes 
were  called,  and  it  would  be  seen  who  were  for^ 
and  who  against  tbe  tyranny  of  this  rule. 

On  taking  the  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  discovered 
that  a  quorum  had  not  voted— the  ayes  being  56^ 
tbe  noes  34. 

Mr.  Stanfobo  and  Mr.  Babsktt  then  success- 
ively withdrew  their  motions. 

SALARY  OF  NEW  YORK  DISTRICT  JUDGE. 

The  House,  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  on  tbe  bill  to  allow  addi- 
tional coinpensation  to  tbe  District  Judge  of  the 
Southern  District  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for 
performing  the  judicial  duties  in  both  districts  in 
the  State. 

Thb  bill  gave  rise  to  some  discnsuoiij  not  on 
tbe  pr<^iety  of  allowing  the  compensation  pro- 
posed, but  on  the  expediency  of  adopting  seme 
course  by  which  the  Judge  of  the  Northern  dis- 
trict (Judge  Tallmadge)  should  be  eompdUcd 
either  to  perform  his  official  duties,  or  to  resiga  f 
and  not  be  permitted  to  hold  a  sinecure  office. 

Mr.  Clay  thought  it  would  be  better  to  oieei 
the  question  fairly  at  once,  by  inquiring  into  the 
conduct  of  the  offending  Judge,  than  to  get  round 
it  by  allowing  extra  compensation  to  the  Jodg* 
who  performs  the  duty  of^botfa. 

Mr.  Nelson  said  that  the  inquiry  had  not  de- 
volved on  the  Judiciary  Committee,  nor  had  ihej 
conceived  it  ibeir  doty  to  enter  intoan  examtna- 
tiott  of  the  conduct  of  tbe  Judge  of  the  Northern 
district;  but  they  had  incidentally  become  ac- 
quainted with  his  improper  conduct ;  and  Mr.  N. 
said  he  believed  he  ought  to  be  turned  out  of 
,  office.'  That  consideration,  however,  ought  not 
to  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  this  bill, 
because  a  former  law  had  enjoined  oa  the  Sootlwra 
Judge  (Van  Nees)  to  perform  those  extra  tottaa, 
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f  necessary,  sdcI  he  ought  to  be  compensated 
therefor. 

Mr.  Stanford  bad  some  doubt  as  to  the  con* 
stitotioDalLty  of  Totiog  a  temporary  increase  of 
salary  to  a  Jadge.  He  doubted  whether,  if  the 
compensation  was  allowed,  it  could  with  pro- 
priety afterwards  be  reduced  j  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  eotering  into  the  iaqniry  of  a  general  in- 
crease of  salary  to  the  Judges,  he  mored  that  the 
Committee  rise. 

Mr.  Betts  remarked  that  Judge  Tallmadge 
was  incapaeitaied  by  bodily  infirmity  from  per- 
forming his  facial  daties,  and  that  he  had  not 
receired  the  salary  for  tome  time,  &c. ;  to  which 
it  was  replied  b^  Air.  Qbostemob  and  others  that 
that  fact  was  immaterial^  as  the  Judge  had  a 
claim  to  the  salary  and  could  at  any  time  demand 
and  receive  it. 

The  necessity  of  an  inquiry  into  the  negleet  of 
Judge  Talimadge,  was  also  urged  by  Mr.  Gbos- 
TSHOB  and  Mr.  Hofkinson. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  ayes  53.  noes  51, 
obtained  leaTc  to  sit  again,  and  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  taUe. 

INDIAI7A  AND  MISBI88IPFI. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whot^  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 
of  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and 
State  gorernment  and  be  admitted  io  ibe  Union 
on  the  footing  of  the  original  Slates. 

The  bill  receired  a  rarlety  of  ameodmenu  in 
its  details,  and  haring  been  gone  through, 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  take  up  the  hill  to 
enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to 
form  a  Constitution  and  State  gOTernment,  and 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States. 

AAer  adopting  various  amendments  and  reject- 
ing others,  the  discosiion  of  which  consumed 
considerable  time,  the  bill  was  got  through. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  two  bills 
with  their  amendments  to  the  House. 

The  amendmeats  reported  to  the  first  were 
saecesaiTely  agreed  to,  and  the  billj  as  amended, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
.  The  amendments  reported  to  the  Mississippi 
bill  were  also  agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of 
one  adopted  by  the  Committee,  on  the  motion  of 
Vr.  JoBHSON,  reserving  to  uie  Congress  the 
poww  of  heresfter  altering  the  boundary  of  the 
n«w  State.  This  amendment  was  widely  dis- 
cussed, and  finally  disagreed  to  j  after  whieb,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  for 
^  a  third  reading ;  and  the  Honse  adjourned. 

SATonniT,  March  30. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  mabiog  appropria lions 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales 
for  the  year  1816;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  report  oT  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
npoo  the  subject  of  revenue. 
'  Mr.L.  also  reported  a  bill  continuing  the  sala- 
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ries  of  certain  officers  of  Qovernment ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  L.  also  reported  a  bill  to  fix  the  commis- 
sions of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  in- 
ternal duties,  and  to  revive  and  coatinae  in  force 
"an  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  toDnage;"  whlqh  was  read 
twice  and  also  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  iKflHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  establish 
post  roads;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  die 
House  that  an  omission  has  taken  place  in  en- 

Sossioe  the  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  to 
e  biir  "  in  addition  to  an  act  to  r^ulate  the 
Post  Office  Establishmeotj"  and  to  request  the 
House  to  return  the  said  bill  and  amendmei^ts  to 
the  Senate,  with  a  view  that  the  said  omission 
may  be  supplied. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  discharged  from  a  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  and  amendments  aforesaid, 
and  that  the  Clerk  carry  the  same  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  for  making  an  artificial  road  from 
Washington,  in  Pennsylvania,  through  Charles* 
town,  on  the  Ohio  river,  to  the  Sandusky  river, 
at  or  near  Fort  Stephenson.  Messrs.  JACxaoif, 
Robs,  Lewis^  Ltu,  and  Ficebbino,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  committee. 

Mr.  HoPKiHBOK,  after  some  introductory  oh- 
servations,  in  which  he  animadverted  on  the  in- 
convenience and  expense  of  the  present  mode  of 
doing  business,  by  which  all  bills,  dbc.,  which  are 
not  finally  consummated  at  one  session,  are  com- 
menced at  a  following  session  de  novo;  also  the 
additional  expense  to  the  parties  who  are  brought 
here  session  after  session  on  the  same  business, 
the  repeated  tronble  to  the  Hotise,  dbc,  Ac,  for 
the  purpose  of  remedying  these  evils,  he  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  upon  the  Rales  and 
R^nlations  of  the  House  be  instmcted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making,  in  eonjnnction  wi& 
the  Senate,  the  following  alterations  in  the  mode  ot 
trsniactiog  the  public  bosiness  of  Congress,  to  wit: 
That  the  standing  committees  appointed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  any  Congress  shall  not  be  dissolved  at 
the  end  of  the  sesuoa  at  which  they  were  appointed ; 
that,  on  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  the  imfiniibed 
business,  to  wit,  bills,  resolaLiona,  and  reports  of  com- 
mitteea  shall  remain  over  to  the  next  session  of  the 
same  Congress,  in  the  same  sitnation  as  they  were  at 
the  time  of  adjournment. 

The  resolution  for  the  present  was,  with  the 
consent  of  the  mover,  laid  on  theuble. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowhbbs,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manofactores  were  instructed  to 
inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  maktag  aa  appro* 

Eriation  for preserring  Little  Gull  Island,  in  Long 
iland  Sound,  near  New  London,  from  the  en- 
croaehments  of  the  se*. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSS. 

Indiana  and  Mi$nMippi  Dnritoria. 


Digiltzed  by 


r 


1296  mSTOET  OF  CONGMlSS.  12W 

H.  or  R.  Case  of  the  Ship  ^legang,  Habch,  1816. 


The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  authorize  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell  certain  part 
of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  that 
State"  was  read  twice  aod  referred  to  the  Com- 
nuttee  on  the  Publie  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  establishing  a  port 
of  deliverf  at  the  town  of  Bayou  St.  John"  was 
read  twiee  and  referred  to  the  Conimittee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

T-he  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  authorize  the 
PresideDt  of  the  Doited  Stales  to  alter  the  road 
oot  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  rirer  Mia- 
mi, of  Lake  Erip,  to  the  weatero  line  of  the  Con- 
Dcctieat  reserve,"  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Bngrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional rerenuea  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
QoTeroment  and  maiataiamg  the  public  credit 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  apon  the  United  States, 
and  providing  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
saaie; 

Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  purchaser:)  of 
pablic  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory; 

An  Mt  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lease  the  saline  near  the  Wabash  river, 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  sefen  years; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed  ward  Hallowell ; 

An  act  Bupplemenlary  to  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  r^ulating  and  defining  the  duties  of  the 
judges  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  and  for  vest- 
ing ID  the  courts  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  a 
jutisdiciioD  in  chancery  cases  arising  in  the  said 
Territory; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm; 

Ad  act  directing  the  discharge  of  Edward 
Keeler  and  John  Francis  from  imprisonment ; 

Ad  act  directing  the  discharge  of  Moses  Lewis 
from  imprisooment; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Kidd } 

Were  eererally  read  the  third  time  and  passed 
by  the  Roase. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  remission  of  ceruio 
duties  on  the  importation  of  books  for  the  use  of 
Harvard  College,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed; 

Ordinred,  Thai  the  bill  be  "An  act  A)r  the  re- 
intssiou  of  certain  daties  oa  the  importation  of 
books  for  the  use  of  Harvard  College,  dtod  on  the 
^iage  and  personal  baggage  of  hn  BxceUency 
w.  Oore,  Qoveriret  of  tie  British  province  of 
Canada.'* 

CA«B  OF  saw  AXt«OAIfY. 

ttr.  Staii»0M)  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
iqwrtad  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  house  of  Bowie 
ft  Knrix,  aod  othera ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  STAHFonn  also  made  the  following  report 
itt  the  case: 

That  Ridiard  Fones^  agent  in-  Ae  Department 
of  Btate,  chartered  the  eUp  ABagmyr  C^uin  Eve- 
litb,  of  the  house  of  Bowie,  Knti,  and  others,  of 
GeorgfltowD,  to  take  out  a  cargo  to  the  »f  AI- 
gws,  in  fulfilment  of  oar  treaty  with  the  Regency. 
Th»  charter  pu^  was  aitersd  into  en  the  SOth  day 


of  January,  181S,  and  sttpnlated  the  time  of  reeer^ 
:tbe  cargo  on  board  in  the  United  States,  and  the  faae 
of  its  delhrety  at  Algiers,  the  annrant  of  IMght,  when 
and  how  it  shoald  be  paid,  and  all  the  tenne  of  Che 
▼ityago,  in  the  most  precise  and  fimsal  manmr.  Had- 
ing the  memorialiMa,  nllh-  their  ritip,  ber  fieighfcsBi- 

rurtenanoas,  to  the  tnie  aod  Aritfarot  peiAiuiaiiee  ef 
suna,  under  the  penal  sum  oftwetre  tfaewsaai  M> 
lars,  bwAit  money  t4  the  United  Staton 

After  the  public  cargo,  however,  was  tafcsK  ea 
board,  room  waa  fimod  is  the  c^an  aad  odMe^paitaof 
the  ah^  to  admit  a  Atrtbsc  eh^meni  of  eedtia  and 
Bfiaf,  Md  the  privilege  of  enA  an  odventiHe  w*  e^ 
cvrded  to  the  ownen,on  their  priv^acoonutf  in  eefr- 
sideration  of  theit  agraaiBg  to  reenve  in  the  Ui^ted 
States  the  portion  of  their  freight  which  the  Goncn* 
raent  was  otherwise  boond  to  pay  them  at  Algtore, 
which  was  accordingly  accepted  and  agreed  to. 
-  Thus  chartered  ai^  loaded,  the  Allegany  aailed  en 
her  destfaied  voyage,  bnt  was  aoon  aneeted  by  the  eaiH 
bargo  which  preceded  tfte  declaration  of  war,  and 
could  not  proeeed  until  a  apeelal  act  waa  passed  by 
Congresa  to  pnmit  the  departure  of  vessels  in  the  ^mb' 
lie  eervfce.  When  releaaed,  she  proceeded  sad  amved 
at  Algiers  in  good  time,  and,  in  all  req>eets^  eanfbii^ 
■bly  to  contract.  The  cargo  was  consigned  to  Colonel 
T.  Lear,  the  Consul  General  of  the  United  States 
near  the  Dey  aod  Kegeney  of  Algisn. 

He  states,  in  his  commanicatien  to  the  Govenii^ent 
on  this  subject,  that  the  Dey  and  his  officers  at  But 
appeared  well  pleased  with  the  anival  of  the  AUegmy ; 
that  the  artidee  on  board  were  at  the  time  mooh 
needed ;  and  that  on  tiw  SOA  ef  Joly  (the  tfurd  day 
after  the  antval  of  the  ship)  the  Midatsr  of  the  Ma- 
rina eent  off  •  lighteef  and  actually  seeanad  from  on 
board  the  ship  a  oenaidseaUe  quantilT  of  phidi  mA 
a^m,  and  ^eceeded  to  the  landi^  piaeo  of  tbe 
n»e> 

Until  now,  everything  appeared  to  ba  goiiv  on  well, 
when,  of  s  sudden,  the  temper  and  CMiduct  of.  the 
Dey  assumed  the  reverse  aspect  Re  at  once  odecte 
to  be  disappnnted  in  the  quantity  of  gonpewder  and 
cables  which  had  been  sent  to  him ;  direete  the  lifter 
to  be  sent  badt  to  the  ehip  with  tike  riank  and  ^aia 
received,  and  at  the  same  time  senu  a  peremptory 
Older  *'  that  the  Allegany  shonld  depart  fiom  A%ier> 
in  three  days,  and  talu  with  her  onr  Conanl  OeMfal, 
and  all  other  efftans  of  du  UttUed  8tB«ea  thau  at 
Algiers." 

Against  this  violent  proceeding  remonstrances  werr 
made  by  Ct^nel  Lear,  bnt  all  waa  in  vaiur^o  argu- 
ment availed  anyttdag.  Inetead  of  relsoing,  he  went 
stfU  fmther,  s^  demanded  a  cash  ps^uent  ef  •STyON^ 
lAieh  he  insisted,  aeeording  to  die  Mahomalau  year, 
,WB»  the  balance  doe  upon  ha  aunoltlsa.  Our  GomUI 
contended  that  •IS.BtT  was  allthrt  was  dos^  end  thoT 
the  cugo  of  the  AUegany,  if  eeeaived,  was  marattaor 
sufficient  to  discharge  it.  But  the  Dey  refused  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  cargo,  or  to  snSar  it  to 
be  soU  at  Altera.  He  did,  however,  extend  the  time 
two  di^a  hmger  fitr  the  departure  of  the  ahip,  end 
then  repeated  his  mandate  that  i(  within  the  tiae^ 
"  the  demanded  balance  waa  not  paid  into  hu  treae 
uiy,  and  the  sUp  did  not  depart^  with  the  C^onanlt 
family,  and  all  the  other  Americans  on  bcMUid,  he 
woold  detain  them  in  alavery,  a>nfiscata-Che  ab!p  and 
cargo,  and  declare  war  against  tiu  United  States." 

Under  this  tmjdeasant  alternative,  Colonel  Leerde- 
termmed  to  raise  the  moneys  if  possible*  anl  depaart 
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jcordiaglj.  The  boon  of  Bacri  warn  &e  onlr  on« 
iwra  he  could  obtain  tha  money  for  a  tnO  on  GibraK 
ir,  and  he  drew  one  on  John  AJvioo,  Consol  of  the 
bited  State*  at  thtf  ^ace.  giWng  Baeil  to  vadei- 
»d  ^at  he  bvttomod  Um  credit  and  ledenptloa  of 
le  bill  <m  the  cargo  of  the  AllagaiV.M  tots  it  would 
9y  who  expfaaMd  hie  oooAdanee  in  the  pledge,  and 
ivaaoed  ibm  nosey ;  and  the  ship  waa  then  am 
le  noniuig  of  tke  S6th  (rf*  July,  within  the  iraeribed 
ime,  carried  by  an  Algezine  captain  and  crew  out  of 
lie  port,  whence  ihe  proceeded  to  GHbrahar. 

Captain  Evelilfa,  of  the  AIIegaBy,  yieldhif  to  the 
iMMMUy  of  the  eaae^  atstea  in  hb  pntaat  that  he 
ho«M  ahnndon  the  stop  te  ttie  United  Statea,  and 
Miridar  ha>  a»  in  tfaatr  aerviev  aad  at  their  liak,  bat 
nmld  nangata  her  ander  Cel«iel  Lear'a  control  mad 
lirection.  Colonel  Lear  adniu  that,  altheagh  he  doea 
lot  ree«41ect  any  ibnnal  abandenment  of  the  ship, 
:?aptain  Evelith  did  rabmit  her  to  his  daatioation  and 
antral,  and  that  he  ditaeted  her  to  Gibraltar,  a  place 
rom  whence  be  coald  bBttar  serve  the  intereata  if  the 
[Jnited  Stain  in  sendiiv  oat  infofaatian  of  the  events 
It  Algiera  to  OUB  difihrent  Consular  in  the  Bfeditem- 
iean(indBpaMnc-ertheAllagany'aeaino»and  pron- 
iinc  to  meet  the  bill  whkh  he  had  drawn  on  that- 
>laae. 

TbeoommittM  have  thns  given  as  brief  a- view  of 
the  oaae  of  the  AUsgany  as  tbs  histoiy  of  the  case- 
iroald  aAirit.  Coniidennf  thatshe  was  ehartcced  by 
the  GovemjD«nl^  and  paifinaied  the  stipidated  voyage 
to  their  entire  antiafiMtien;  that  she  was  then,  by  the. 
nrbitiwcy  pawe*  of  Ae  Dcy,  oMUMUad,  not  durtered, 
into  tneii  Itethnr  mnk9,  and  uat,  toe,  to  save  their 
citiiena  and  tMr-  pnapw^  bam  AJgerine^  seisare ; 
WBt  upon  a-BBW  v^^fe*-  a»  ^^saed  to  the'intsreats 
af:the  owneie-  as  it  was  eontiwy  to  the  iaatmctioas 
guva  to  their  caaaiMtnder;  thatshe  wa»  thas  diverted 
bom-  her  prMer  destiaaHeni  and  threwn  into  the 
handa  of.a  diftraift  enen^y,  where  she  was  seiaed  and 
nlrtiaalely  eondsmnad,  aUn  and  aarg^to  the  aeriooa 
disadytagp  and  loss  of  the  mnmnrtalnla  the 
mittee  are  impreaMdwitb  the  jnatieeof  tMr  daiin, 
and  ai*  of  opinion  that  thsyar»eBtitlad  toind*Buti^ 
in  this  ease,  when  they  imeet  that  the  Government 
has  awarded  reSef  in  siorilR  cases  recollected,  and 
paMiBnlai^  hi  tbe  caaaa  <rf  the  Anna  Maria,  of  New 
Vsili,  and  the  Haaanroe,  of  Baltiaore,  vessels  em- 
Idorad  in  the  mme  socvke.  and  an&ped  in  like  man- 
ner ^  the  aaUtraiy  aondoct  of  aame  one  m  Mher  of 
the  Barbngr  Pnraia. 

,  Thay  ther^bra  beg  leave  to  report  a  lull  fbr  the  re- 
lief of  the  memociaUsts  in  the  prssent  case. 

OOmRTTEM  ON  FUSLIO  BXPBHDITUBII8. 

Mr.  Tdcksr  called  up  for  coasideration  the 
resolati'oQs  hesabmitted  some  weehs  ago  respect- 
ing the  appoinimentj  at  the  commeacemeot  of 
each  session,  of  addiiional  standing  committees 
for  the  inrestlgation  of  the  poblic  expend iturea. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  did  not  believe  that 
maeh  good  could  flow  oat  of  tbe  measure.  There 
were  already,  he  said,  an  accoootant  of  the  Wat 
BOd  an  aecoontant  of  tbe  KFa-ry  Departumits, 
and  a  eomptroller  orer  them,  and  now  we  are  to 
appoint  committees  of  Congress  over  the  whole, 
to  uspeei  aceooots  aAerthe  money  has  been  piia 
away.  Furthermore,  be  tbooght  it  wonld  be 

Xeticable  for  the  eomminees  to  act  efficiently 
they  sat  all  tbe  year.  Mr.  8.  said  he  re- 
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membered  that  a  gentleman  of  this  House  fMt. 
Randolfh)  oDce  moved  a  srmilar  investigattoa 
ioto  what  was  called  tbe  Augean  stable;  tbe  in- 
airy  was  ordered;  the  gentleman  went  into  it} 
re  thousand  dollars  were  spent  in  priotlDg  doc- 
uments, Ac,  and^  after  all,  there  was  not  even,  a 
reioliuioa  or  any  other  proceeding  predicated  on 
tbe  examination. 

The  motioB  wnv  advocated  by  Meurs.  TtioK' 
Bit)  Daaajiy  SraiiKm,  Wsiobt,  and  I^wndbo, 
by  whom  it  waa  a^ned  that  ibe  expwieooa  oC 
other  Scattt^  pactienlatly  Viryinink  proMd  tho 
utilitr  of  such  eommittees;  tbat  tbey  were  also 
found  extremely  beneficial  and  useful  in  Eng- 
land; that  clamors  and  suspicions  had  i(ooe  abroaa. 
and  though  they  might  not  be  well  founded,  still 
they  rendered  the  inquiry  necessary ;  ihat  if  any- 
thing waa  wrong  in  the  public  accounts,  the  Oor- 
ernment  ought  to  know  it  and  the  evil  be  cor- 
rected ;  that  if  the  committees  only  entered  into 
a  general,  aad  not  a  minute  and  detailed  in  vesti- 
gation of  those  aeconnts,  much  good  would  still 
result  from  it,  as  it  would  tend  to  correct  frauds,, 
or  errors,  if  any;  that  it  was  the  duty  of  this 
branch  of  tbe  Government  to  inspect  the  money 
conoerns,  and  see  that  they  were  correctly  aad 
faithfully  conducted. 

Tbe  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to  in  tbe  fol- 
lowing form : 

Staohed,  That  the  following  standing  committees 
be  appointed  to  serve  daring  tha  preaent  Congress, 
and  that  hereafter,  at  the  commeneemenl  of  the  tint 
session  in  each  CMrgiess,  like  coranHteea  shall  be  ap' 
pointed,  whoee  duties  shall  ooathiae  ontU  tbe  flnt 
sessbu  of  the  ensoing  Congress; 

1.  A  ooBSiittee  m  so  mach  of  tbs  Public  Acomiats 
and  BapenditiMa  aa  relate  to  tbeDapartmsnt  of  State. 

&  A  eemniittoa  en  aa  mnch  of  tfte  PnMie  Aesoaata 
and  Bapenditaree  aa  rdato-  to  the  Treasory  Deparfr 
ment* 

3.  A  comauttee  on  ao  mnoh  of  the  Aeconnts  and 
Expenditoras  as  niata  to  the  Duurtment  of  War. 

4.  A  committee  on  so  much  at  the  Fiddic  Acooonta. 
and  Ezpenditoiea  aa  relato  to  the  Department  of  the 
Navy. 

0.  A  oommitlaa  va  ao  mudlL  (tf  the  PaUlc  Aeconato 
and  Bx^ditniw  a«  ndato  to  fte  Post  Offiee;  and 

0.  A  comurittoe  on  se  madi  of  the  Public  Aeeoanti 
and  Bzpanditarea  as  relate  to  the  PaUle  BuilAnga> 

The  said  cnamitteea  shaU  cmisM  of  three  memborv 
eaek 

n  ahaO  be  the  db^  of  the  oommitteeato  examlMf^ 
into  the  state'  of  thO'  acoounts-  and  expenditaraa  «•> 
^adivaly  anbiisttedtothflm^  andto  hiqaire  and  i» 

p0Kt»  pailMOHi^i . 

W&athartheeavHiditareaoftha  ra^ecltve  D^mft- 
ments  am  jnsttfied-^  law; 

Whether  the  claims,  from  time  to  time  satisfied 
and  diaobaiged  by  the  reqMOtive  Department^  are 
supported  ^  salBeieat  voacheis,  establishing,  thaii 
justness  both  as  to  their  oharaeter  and  amooot; 

Whether  sneh  claims  have  been  discharged  out  of 
funds  appnmriated  therefor,  and  whether  all  monsya 
have  been  dtrinused  in  conformity  with  a^woptiation 
laws;  and 

Whether  any  and  what  proviwons  are  neesssaiy  to 
be  adopted  to  provide  more  peifcetly  for  tiie  propar 
qpplioatioB  of  tha  piMic  meMy%  and  to  seeue  thr 
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Q«TeromeQt  from  dcnwndi  unjiut  in  their  cburacur 
or  extraTagmnt  in  their  kmount. 

And  it  diall  be,  moreover,  the  du^  of  the  wid  com- 
mittMs  to  report,  from  time  to  tiro*,  whether  tor  and 
what  retreocnmenta  can  be  made  in  the  expendltorc* 
of  the  Hreral  Depaitmenta  without  detriment  to  die 
paUie  ser^ee;  whdher  any  and  what  aboaea  at  any 
time  exiit  in  the  fiulttre  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
moneys  which  may  be  dae  to  the  United  Statoe  from 
pnUic  de&nltera,  or  other*,  and  to  report,  from  time 
to  time,  laeh  provisions  and  arrangement*  as  may  be 
neeeasary  to  add  to  the  economy  of  the  several  De- 
putments  and  ttia  accoontaUUtj  of  their  oflicert. 

Messrs.  Tateb,  Mason,  and  Bdwabdb,  were 
appointed  a  committee  parsuant  to  the  first  rule. 

Messrs.  Smith,  of  Marylandj  Hdlbebt,  and 
Hahn,  were  appoiated  a  committee  pnrsaaot  to 
the  second  rule. 

Messrs.  Root,  Fornbt.  and  Shbfpbt,  were 
Bpnoioted  a  committee  pnrsaaot  to  the  third 
rale. 

Messrs.  Abcbbr,  LcmPEiif,  and  Hdobb,  were 
BppoiDted  a  committee  pnrausot  to  the  fourth 
rale. 

Messrs.  Cammon,  Paerib,  and  Milhor,  were 
^poioted  a  committee  pnnnant  to  the  fifth  rnle. 

Messrs.  Comdiut,  DABUMaTon,  and  Rebd, 
mre  appointed  m  committee  pnranant  to  the  sixth 
rale. 

LOBT  AND  CAPTURED  PROPERTT,  Ac 

The  Hooie  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
unendmentR  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  from  this 
Hoose,  to-  aalborize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  deatroyed  by  the  enemjr  while 
in  toe  public  service. 

One  of  the  Senate's  ameodraents  was  the  ad- 
dition of  a  clause  providing  for  the  payment  of 
Ae  forty  cents  per  day  stipulated  to  be  paid  for 
certain  honet  which  were  afterwards  lost,  as 
welt  as  the  value  of  each  horse.  The  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  to  whom  the  Senate's  amendments 
were  referred,  recommended  the  disagreement  to 
this  amendment.  This  recommeodatioo  to  disa- 
gree was  the  question  first  considered. 

The  Senate's  amendment  was  strenuously  ad* 
vocated  by  Messn.  Jobnboh,  of  Kentucky,  De- 
■u,  McLbah,  of  Kentucky,  Rabdih,  Jackbon, 
MeKiB,  and  Sharps,  who  supported  the  justice  or 
aUowing  the  40  per  cent,  per  day  first  stipulated, 

2 [ether  with  the  value  of  the  horse  lost.  The 
rane  side  was  ukeo  by  Meaars.  Yamcst,  Cdl- 
PHBR,  and  Steabms,  who  denied  the  justice  of 
the  remuoeratioQ  to  the  extent  contended  for. 
The  debate  on  this  question  occupied  meeh  time, 
uking  the  course  through  which  it  extended 
when  the  subject  was  originally  brought  before 
the  House. 

The  question  was  finally  decided  against  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  in  favor  of  the  Senate's  ameodment — 68  to 
50. 

Mr.  RoAMG  proposed  to  add  the  following 
clause  to  the  cases  m  the  bill  in  which  payment 
is  to  be  made  by  the  Government :  "  IVnen  any 
ipoduce  or  merchandise  with  which  any  wagon, 
cart,  boat,  or  sleigh,  impressed  into  the  service  or 
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the  United  States  was  laden,  shall  have  beealost 
or  consumed  in  consequence  of  such  impiesa- 
meot." 

After  some  objections  to  the  amendment  by 
Mr.  Yamcet,  and  reply  by  Mr.  Roamb,  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

Various  other  unsuccessful  amendments  weic 
offered  to  the  amendments  of  the  Seaate;  after 
which  the  latter  were  concurred  In  by  theHooaa. 

INDIANA  TEBMTORY. 

An  eosrossed  billj  entitled  "An  act  te  enable 
the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a 
coasiitotioo  and  Stale  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  Suie  into  the  Union  oo  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
pass?  it  passed  in  the  ulrmative — yeas  106, 
oayi  3,  as  follows : 

TaAa— Meaan.  Adgate,  Archer,  Baker,  Baihaor, 
Baasett,  Bateman,  BaDnett,  Bett^  Boas,  Bradboir, 
Bredtemidge,  Btoaka,  Biyan,  Bnriiiid^  Gadj,  Cald* 
well,  Cha^l,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  ClajtMi, 
Clendenoin,  Condiet,  Cooper,  Ciawfcrd,  Creigston, 
Croeheron,  Calpeper,  Cnthbert,  Daifington,  Davesi- 

ezt,  Deaba,  Edwards,  Forsyth,  G^Goodwyn,  Otiffiiif 
ahn.  Hall,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Haster, 
Henderson,  Hnger,  Holbert,  Hnngerfcrd,  Irving  of 
New  Torii,  Jaduout  Johnson  of  Virgiaia,  Johnsoo  of 
Kentucky,  Kent,  Eegrr  of  Vir^nia,  JCag  of  North 
Carolina,  Langdon,  hoft,  hvMt,  Zfumpkii^  Ifyle, 
Lyon,  Maclsy,  Marsh,  MeCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  of 
Xlentuc^,  Milnor,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nabon 
of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pama,  Pickena,  Pickerng,  Hpar, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Reyndds,  Roane,  Boot, 
Ros^  Boggles,  Savage,  8efaen<A,  Shaipe,  ^ilh  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Vi^ia,  Strafoid,  StraMb  ^tnt- 
gea,  Tagga7t,Taut  Telfrur,  TkroopfTownaand,  TSickw, 
Vose,  Wallace,  Ward,  of  Maasadinsetts,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  WSeor,  WiUe, 
WilUn,  WiUongbby,  William  WilsoB,  Woodward, 
Wright,  Yancey,  and  Tates. 
Nats— Messrs.  Goldsberonih,  X<ewii^  and  Bandog. 

MISSISSIPPI  TERBITORT. 
An  engrossed  bill,  eoiiiled  **An  act  to  enable 
the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  eonstitoiKm 
and  State  gorernraen^  and  for  the  adaiaaioa  trf* 
such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footinf 
with  the  orvinal  States,"  was  read  the  tbitd 
time. 

A  abort  debate  took  pikce,  arising  from  some 
objections  made  to  the  bill  ny  Mr.  BTAHroaa^ 

who  was  opposed  to  it  because  it  contained  oo 
provision  for  the  future  division  of  the  Territory, 
which  be  thought  entirely  too  large,  considered 
ia  relation  to  the  other  States,  and  in  time  would 
be  too  powerful  if  it  continued  an  undivided 
State;  and  he  wished  the  bill  might  be  recam- 
mitted  for  amendmenl  in  that  particular. 

Mr.  Stanford  was  replied  to  by  Messrs.  Lat- 
TiHORE  and  Hardin,  who  argued  that  the  Terri- 
tory, it  was  believed,  had  a  sufficient  population 
to  eniiile  it  to  a  State  constitutiun  ;  at  any  rate 
it  would  the  next  session  have  enough  to  demand 
admission  into  the  Union,  and  it  was  as  well  to 
nant  that  now,  with  a  good  grace,  which  in  so 
snort  a  time  Congress  would  be  unable  to  refoM; 
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that  if  the  Territory  be  dow  divided,  it  would  be 
twenty  years  before  the  half  of  it  woold  be  able 
to  ask  a  State  goverDment;  that  from  the  im- 
mense qu&Dtities  of  barrens  unfit  for  cuhivation, 
and  the  great  quantity  of  Indian  lands  it  con- 
tained, it  would  be  a  very  long  time  before  its 
population  would,  if  ever,  exceed  tbat  of  any 
other  State;  tbat  it  was  good  policy  to  encourage 
by  every  means  the  population  of  tbat  section  of 
the  country,  to  be  aUe  promptly  to  repel  an  ene- 
my wlicra  attacks  would  very  probably  be  made ; 
tkatitwu  -aa  older  Territory  than  Indiana,  in 
whose  favor  a  bill  had  just  passed,  with  scarcely 
a  dineDtiDg  voice. 

Mr.  JoBMBOir,  of  Kentnekv,  also  oppoted  tbe 
recommitment  and  advocated  the  passage  of  tbe 
bill,  though  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  tbat 
Congress  ought  to  retain  the  power  of  altering 
the  boundary  of  tbe  new  State  bereaAer,  if  they 
should  deem  tbe  alteration  necessary ;  but  tbe 
HoQse  baviDg  yesterday  decided  against  soeb  a 
reservation,  be  thought  it  wrong  to  impede  tbe 
passage  of  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  J.  supported  bis  opinions  by  a  variety  of 
arguments;  after  which  tne  bill  passed,  by  yeas 
and  nays — for  the  passage  70,  against  it  53,  as 
follows: 

Yua — Mflura.  Adgat*,  Archer,  Barbour,  Bumtt, 
BaUman,  Batti^  Brooki,  Biyan.  Chappell,  Clufce 
«f  Iforth  Carolina,  Gkndanntn,  CondiOl,  Crawford, 
Oraiebton,  Croeheron,  Dariington,  Desha,  Forsyth, 
Ooodwyn,  Hafan,  Hail,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Hender- 
MSi,  Hnngerfbid,  Ingham,  Irring  of  Mew  YoA,  Jaek- 
wm,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J«hn«on  of  Kantneky,  Knr 
of  Virginia,  King  of  Noitfi  Carolina,  LoTe,  Lumpkin, 
Ijjie,  Lyon,  Madaj,  Mayraut,  McCoy,  McKea,  Mo- 
Lrnua  of  Kantneky,  Moore,  Ndson  of  Virginia,  New- 
ton, Pairo^  Fiekena,  Piper,  Plaasauts,  Powell,  R«y- 
Bold^  Boot,  Boas,  Savage,  Schenck,  fflurpe.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tanl,  Throop,  Wallace, 
VITMidoTar,  Whitande,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  WiUonghby, 
WiUiam  Wilstm,  Woodward,  Wr^ht,  Yaneay,  and 
Tataa. 

Nats — Measrs.  AlezancUr,  Baer,  Bakar,  Boas,  Brad- 
bnry,  Bieckaniidge,  Brown,  Bnmmda,  Chipman,  Cil- 
lay,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Colpflper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport, 
Edward^  Gaston,  Clold,  Goldaboroogb,  Oitffin,  Hale, 
Hawea,  Beiftar,  Hopkiiiaon,  HolbCTti  Jewett,  Kent, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lawia,  Lovat^  Maiah,  MUnor*  Moaa- 
lay,  NelsDn  of  Maasaehnsatla,  Pldtaring,  Pttin,  Ran- 
dolph, Roane,  Rogglea,  Sonthard,  Stanford,  Steams, 
Strong,  Storgea,  Taggait,  Tel&ir,  Tucker,  Voae,  Ward 
af  Maaaachnaatts^  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webstar,  and 
WUaoz. 


MoNDAT,  April  1. 
Mr.  Easton  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habiunu  of  tbe  Territory  oi  Missouri,  praying  to 
be  incorporated  aa  a  commercial  cominnyjfor  the 
purposes  of  trade  and  intercoarae  with  tbe  Indian 
tribca.^Referred  to  Messrs.  Eabtoh,  MoEIee, 
Thomas  Wilbon,  OAnv,  Atherton,  Cuhdbn- 

Hm,  tod  ^OVBLL. 

Mr.  liOWNDBS,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
«ad  Means,  leported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
nraers  of  goods  cntrnd  at  Humpden,  in  tb«  Dis- 
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triet  of  Maine ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe 
bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Gelaton  and  Peter  A. 
Schenck. 

Mr.  LowifDBS,  from  tbe  same  committee,  re- 

Sorted  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
Lichard  Mitchell,''  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  Sfb&ur  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stalen,  traos- 
milting  his  annoal  accounts  of  receipts  and  pay- 
ments at  the  Treasury  for  tbe  year  ending  Octo- 
ber 1,  1815  J  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  petitioo 
of  John  McCauley,  prize  agent  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  tbe  brig  Vixen ;  which  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiilrs. 

Tbe  Speakeb  laid  before  tbe  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  transmitting 
his  report  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  tbe  9th  ultimo,  relative  to  eipeoses  in- 
curred in  prosecutions  on  behalf  of  tbe  United 
Slates  in  the  Stales  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
ehnaetts,  Coaoeetient,  Termoat,  and  New  York ; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  meamge  from  the  Senate  informeid  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  puaed  a  bill  **  to  reward 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  frigate 
Constitution,"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  Tbe  Senate  also  returned  to  thia 
House  tbe  bill  "  in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate 
tbe  Post  Office  Establishment,"  with  the  aownd- 
ments  of  the  Senate  corrected. 

Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  into  "a  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  pen- 
sioDs  of  certain  invalid  pensioners.  No  amend- 
ment being  offered,  tbe  Committee  rose,  reported 
a  bill  to  toe  House;  and  it  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

REPORTS  FROM  CfHUUTTBEB. 

Mr.  Tamcet,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
made  a  report  OD  the  petition  of  Asher  ^Iraeff 
which  was  read ;  when  Hr.  T.  reported  a  bill  for 
tbe  relief  of  A^er  Palmer;  woieh  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  tbe  supervisors  of  Clinton  county,  io  tbe  Slate 
of  New  Yorkj  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y.  re- 
ported a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  tbe  supervisors  of 
the  county  of  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  New  York; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  last  appointed. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 
That,  in  tbe  month  of  8«>tember,  1614,  when  tb« 
Britidi  forces  invaded  the  United  States  on  the  fiwnUer 
of  the  Butt  of  New  York,  tbey  took  possession  of  a 
of  the  village  itf  Plattsborg,  and  sought  a  cover 
the  American  artUleiy  at  the  fort  near  tliavfllaga, 
from  a  number  of  honacs  bd<^«inf  to  individuals,  and 
thaeoortJienaaof  thaeeoatyofCfiutoo.  bi«darto 
aneovor  and"  didodge  tbs  enemy.  General  Macomb^ 
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wbD  ftt  tint  Umfl  comiDsnded  the  Aaiearioiil  tK>«p«  at 
that  plac«,  ooniMeivd  it  prndtBt  and  propar  to  fit*  hat 
AbI  lata  the  hooan  far  nu  mnpoaa  or  daitnmiiff than 
Amoig  the  D  amber  thu  destrojed  waa  the  ooort- 
hooM  flf  flhlMi  The  palitionen^  on  babdf  of  the 
con^,  pray  that  Ca^fMB  will  psytke  TClaa  of  the 
haoM; 

The  &eti  in  the  pettlieB  haviag  been  vatiafaetorilj 
eetabluhed,  and  it  appearing  to  the  committee  that  the 
pf^ertf  was  destroyed  fiir  paUie  good,  thajr  are  of 
rainioD  that  the  petitioBera  are  eutitled  to  relief,  and 
thereibre  report  by  bill. 

Mr.  Yahobt  also  loade  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  John  Croabf  and  John  Croaby,  jaoior,  which 
was  read ;  when  Mr.  T.  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Crosbjr  aad  John  Crosby,  junior, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  report  i»  as  fellows : 

That,  in  the  month  of  August,  18U,  the  United 
State*  fiigate  Adams,  commanded  by  Captain  Charies 
Morn%  arrived  atHampdeo,  in  the  county  of  Hancock 
MidSute  of  Hassachosetti,  and  was  moored  at  the 
wharf  of  the  petitioners.  The  Adams  remained  at  the 
wharf  nntil  the  3d  day  of  September  following,  when 
a  British  naval  force  appeared  and  attacked  her.  Cap- 
tain Monis,  aftn  havug  bravriy  defended  hi*  ship  for 
a  eonddoable  time  agdnst  a  madi  mperior  force,  ooo- 
adsrad  it  prudent,  under  aU  cbeufflstaneee,  to  set  Are 
to  the  ship  and  Uow  her  np,  to  ptemit  her  &lling  iato 
the  pOBsession  of  the  enemy.  The  fire  which  waa  thiw 
appued  to  the  tiap  oommnnicated  itself  to  the  wharf 
and  etorsbouse  of  the  petitionecBt  and  th^  were  eon- 
snsed,  together  with  their  stock  of  goods  on  hand, 
lltay  pny  that  Congress  woald  paj  iMB  the  value  of 
their  pnpscty  desboyed. 

The  eonmlttee  are  of  opini«i  that  the  iaiury  which 
tlia  p*tilioims  bare  suitaia*d»  being  imme£alety  eon- 
eefoential  of  a  jaUiftabla  and  prudent  act  of  an  officer 
of  the  Oovirameatr  Aey  are  entitled  to  relief  ai^ 
therefore  report  by  biU. 

Mr.  Tahcey  also  made  a  report  oo  the  petition 
of  Taylor  &  McNeet,  Evans  &  McNeal,  and 
Henry  John  McOleister,  which  was  read;  when 
Mr.  T.  inorteda  bit!  for  the  retief  of  Taylor  & 
MoNeal,  Evans  &  MeNeal,  and  Henry  db  John 
McCleister;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  CommiUee  of  the  Whole  list  men 

Mr.  Mnwu^M,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  lOtb  of  January  last  on  the  petition 
of  James  H.  MeCoUoch,  made  a  report  thereon ; 
•whiA  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the-^V^le  to-morrow. 

The  report,  is  as  fellows: 

The  *aid  peHrienec  stetei,  that  he  enleied  upon  the 
gOee-ef  eoUeetorof  the  portof  Baltiowre  eaily  in  the 

J 'ear  1808,  with  a  pro^eet^indoed,  of  diAeultie*  and 
abors  arinng  from  die  peculiar  sUoation  of  the  couttby 
at  that  time,  but  under  an  assurance  of  receiving  ade- 
quate eompensatbn  for  bis  serti— *  That  sash  an 
expectation  trss  reaeonaUe,  may  be  bakmA  ftoH'  the 
muvenal  practice  of  thisGewnmrati  whidi  faec-eesr 
been,  to  provide  ffaesAaehriee  wbare  elhar  ffote  are 
eitfier  inadeqpata  or  fbrMdfleni,  The  psMMume  ««■ 
confirmed  in  this  hv  belief,  fimati»eit«nBWUnce  cf 
tile  Bouse  <tf  RenessirtativM  having>  in  that  pavtistt- 
hr  Junetue  of  sOirs,  under  the  impraasioa  tiiat  the 


emoIameMs  of  the  officers  of  the  cnitom*  woidd  be 
le«ened  by  the  embargo  acts,  directed  the  SecreUry 
of  the  Treasury  to  r^ort  hi*,  oj^nkm  of  thtf  cases 
whoN  a  twtponiy  increase  of  salary  mi^t  be  n*cee 
sary.  In  <^>edieQce  to  this  resolve,  the  then  SeeraM^ 
adaresaed  a  areolar  to  the  officers  of  the  cnstoasst  vn- 
der  date  of  April  38,  1808,  giving  instractHMU  t*> 
specting  the  embargo  act,  and  calling  upon  the  aaU 
officers  to  make  returns  of  tfarir  eaMrfuments*  in-  ordsr 
that  he  might  make  his  tepoct  fn  cenftieM^y  to-d» 
views  of  Congress. 

,  That  the  emolamenle  of  the  petitiensi  ,  as  esiaetar 
loftheportofBelftDHeibaivnotbeen  tf  vif  wm^i 
-adequate  to  the  eerviees  he  padbrmsd  withitt  tlsa  pa> 
'nod  alluded  to,  appear*  from  hi*  etatemw^  thatisi 
11808  he  soMoed  to  raoeive  bat  MtaaJly  emk 

I94S8,  on  acooant  <tf  a  salary  to  a  elerk  paid  by  bii^ 
isctf ;  in  th*  year  1800  he  reeeived  9&88 ;  in  the  year 
iiaiO  he  reeeived  tSlS^  in  1814  he  psid  9980  tor 
periMiBing  the  poUic  service*  while  the  support  of  Us 
■faiml^  eaeh  year  amounted  to  $XfiO0i  tu  result 
'thatm  theae  Ibur  yean  he  received  from  die  pobfi* 
$673,  and  expended  in  the  maintenance  of  a  uveal 
family  $8,000,  and  in  the  support  of  a  enatom-honse 
for  the  public  $980.  His  account  at  tiie  Tressnry  will 
establish  the  correctness  of  what  is  hers  stated.  The 
interrening  years  were  more  profitable,  but  Mum  the 
common  receipts  of  the  office  and  the  Umit  of  the  law. 

The  committee,  having  duly  cooaidtaed  the  hng^ 
iag-sialenMB^  are  of  o|ttiioB  that  the  numiianeaiLin 
allowed  by  bw  to  Jem**.  H.  MaOelloelt*  ^oOmtm  vi 
the  eaatoms  at  Mtinwwe»hvingbesa1itea  Mtay.fc^ 
the  operatint  of  otbar  lawBMueledtedw  paUie  bean 
efit^  he  haa-ut  ondoafcted  chum  upon  tha-pabtiajanttea 
to  preiMe  an  equivalent;  aal  inaamttgh  aa  tiia--c«B^ 
mnttee  belle**  that  than  Must  olfass  nmabcflueai  «fi 
hardaUpf  aiisiag  from  tiw  aenrpradustiva  atoto  ef  lb* 
revenue  derived  from  impasfeAving  the  ondwrgD  amd 
nHHBtaieoaise  Iswa,  with,  a.  view  to  raifaaaoe  aaail 
CMa%  Ibef  reca— iiod  the  foQowing:  xeaolatint: 

■wefcfdj  H  Ma  Ante  iiarfigma*  af  Bryewf 
Mn»v  ThAtfis  Breaideat^  ^Pnitai  StoteahraBr 
daoiiBsd  to  alknr  an  eitta  oonpsaMtfioa,  Ar  a  lam* 
it*d>  tima^  tD>thfl«e  oOeere  a€  the  oaatpma  nfcosa  sBHl* 
nment*  were  diminished  bebw  a  reasonable  mtay 
dniing^  the  isetricline  qretsi^ 

GsmsRAi.  javtussKoerwrn  bill. 

l^e  Hoase,  on.  motioa>(tf  Mr.  IiOvimu,.i»> 
solved  itoeir  inta  a  Committee  the  Whole,  Oft 
the  bill  malnoa  af^ropciations  for  the  aoppoct  of 
QaearuMat.  for  tb«  yew  181^ 

Iir.  Miiqpapthe  Uank in. lAe- bill,  1«&  for:  tte 
appnpnKfan  ftir  the  menfc  of  the  maiBbei»«C 
CiMgrasSf  seise:-  debate  araee  a»  to  tha  maAaevaf 
drawing  tbis  compensation.  The  act  lately  psinorf 
to  alter  tbe  mode  of  compeosaiing  the  menibera 
of  Congress,  declares  that  ibey  sball  receive  aa 
"aoouai^salary  of  oDe* thousand  fire  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  and  in  a  sobscijueat  olaose,  pros  ides  that 
tbe  compcnfcaiion  sball  be  "  certified  and  made 
in  the  manner  heretofore  provided  by  law  f  the 
custom  nader  the  former  law  was  to  pay  the 
members  from  time  to  time,  as  Uie  serTices  were 
rendered. 

Mr.  L.  in  obedience  to  instrw^oiu  from  die 
Committee  of  Ways  aad  Meanaaed  iftaeeor- 
dance  with  what  he  mderstood  to  Iw  thaeonstme* 
tion  girea  to  tbe  act  by  the  Attorociy  Qener^ 


Digitized  by 


Googit 


1SQ6 


mmmj  of  ocoKHaBds. 


1S06 


noT«d  to  fill  tbe  Uaok  with  a  sum  safficieot  to 
defray  the  compeDsaiioo  for  the  year  eodin^  oa 
ihe4th  of  Maroh,  1816.  aod  ra^iog  do  profision 
for  the  services  which  would  iaterveoe  heiweeo 
that  period  and  the  c&d  af  the  next  session. 

This  eonstrvciioD  of  the  act  was  disputed  by 
Mr.  Out,  the  Speaker.  He  thoasht  that  the 
members,  wheDever.they  eoold  exhibit  evidence 
6f  the  reodtlion  of  services,  bad  a  fair  claim  for  a 
due  proportion  of  the  aDQual  salary.  Bach  had 
been  the  practiee'heretofore;  and  if  tbe  rule  laid 
down  by  tbe  Attorney  General  were  adopted,  a 
member  who  happened  to  come  into  Congress 
after  tlie  4th  of  March,  would  receive  nouing 
until  the  next  March.  Against  tbe  incoDventeace 
and  hardships  of  this  coostraction,  Mr.  C.  argued 
at  some  length;  and  for  the  purpose  of  malting 
an  appropriation  out  of  which  to  compensate  tbe 
members  for  tbe  remainder  of  this  session^  and 
part  of  tbe  next,  moved  to  flU  the  blank  with  a 
sum  adequate  to  meet  that  object.  Mr.  C.  added, 
that  as  tbe  public  interest  would  be  unaffected  by 
ihia  decision,  let  either  construction  of  tbe  act  be 
adopted,  he  saw  no  objection  to  pursuing  the 
course  he  proposed,  without  however  allowing 
any  member  to  draw  so  much  of  the  aatarr  ae 
woald  bring  him  at  any  time  in  debt  to  the  Gov- 
ern men  t. 

Mr.  JoHHSoM,  of  Kentuekjr,  differed  both  from 
the  Speaker  and  the  Attorney  General  in  this, 
that  the  compensation  given  to  members  was 
tnteoded  to  emnrace  a  whole  session,  long  or  short ; 
but  as  it  made  no  difference  to  the  United  States, 
aod  that  construction  had  been  given,  he  should 
acquie8ce,and  vote  for  the  appropriation,  provided 
an, amendment  which  be  bad  drawn  up  should  be 
adopted,  which  did  not  interfere  with  tbe  con- 
struction given,  and  was  indispensable  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  Government:  and  to  certain  members 
who  had  not  attended  ibe  whole  session ;  which 
amendment  was  intended  to  make  a  deduction 
from  the  compensation  of  members  for  absence,  in 
tbe  proportion  that  absence  bore  to  the  whole 
days  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Jaokbok  explained  the  views  of  ibe  select 
committee,  when  tbey  originallv  reported  in  favor 
of  chaapag  the  mode  of  comp#nsation ;  and  con* 
curred  in  the  construction  given  by  Mr.  Cult. 

Mr.  SHtTB,  of  Maryland,  also  concurred  in 
the  construction  of  the  law  given  to  it  by  the 
Speaker.  According  to  the  other  interpretatlos 
'  of  it,  if  the  members  were  called  here  to  an  extra 
sesitioD,  they  would  be  obliged  to  bring  money  in 
their  pockets  to  defray  their  expenses,  as  litej 
eouJd  receire  no  compensation  until  the  end  in 
the  year. 

Mr.  Gaston  thought  it  not  of  q^ob  impor- 
tance which  construction  was  adopted ;  but  stated 
the  reasons  that  induced  him  to  believe  the  con- 
struction given  by  the  Attorney  General  the  true 
one.  Mr.  O.  compared  the  terms  of  the  several 
acts  on  this  stibjeet  to  establish  what  be  believed 
the  proper  constraction,  and  to  show  that  Mr. 
Ci«Ay*B  could  not  be  tusuined. 

Mr.  Wbigbt  thought  it  entirely  unnecessary 
.  to  dispute  aboot  the  cooetruetion  of  the  Jate  kw. 
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CoagresB  had  voted  to  its  members  a  certain  an- 
nual compensation,  which  might  be  viewed  in 
tbe  light  of  a  coutingeot  fund,  and  it  was  per- 
fectly competent  for  Congress  to  direct  in  what 
way,  and  in  what  proportions,  that  compensation 
should  be  drawn. 

Tbe  Committee  then  agreed  to  theammdment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  and  filled  the  blank  in 
the  bill  accordingly. 

With  the  exception  of  some  objections  made 
bv  Mr.  J£W£TT  to  an  appropriation  for  additional 
clerks  for  one  of  the  departments,  the  Committee 
met  with  no  difficulty  in  its  progress  through  the 
bill,  until  Mr.  Jaoksoh  moved  to  insert  a  clause 
appropriating  $300,000,  out  of  the  fund  set  apart 
for  that  purpose,  for  carrying  on  the  (reat  west- 
ern road  from  Cumberland  to  Ohio. 

This  amendment  was  earnestly  opposed  by*Mr. 
Gjmtom,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  improper  to 
introduce  into  an  ordinary  bill  an  appropriation 
for  an  object  which  bad  not  been  authorized  by 
a  previous  act.  In  support  of  his  position  Mr. 
G.  cited  a  Decent  course  pursued  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  And  Means,  who,  although  aware  of 
the  necessity  of  protecting  an  island  whereon  an 
important  Ught-houie  was  placed  (GoU  Uand) 
from  tbe  encroachments  of  the  see,  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  resort  to  the  slovenly  mode  of  insert- 
iag  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose  in  tbe  1^1 
now  under  conaideratioo,  but  instructed  its  chair- 
man to  move  that  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  previously  directed  to  in- 
quire into  tbe  propriety  of  the  expenditure,  and 
to  report  thereon.  Mr.  G.  said  the  checks  upon 
the  disbursemeut  of  the  Government  were  al- 
ready few  enough,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  fur- 
ther diminished  by  this  House. 

Messrs.  JjLCzaoH,  Cut,  Ranholph,  Smith, 
Wbiqht,  and  GoLOBBoaouoB,  respectively,  ad- 
vocated tbe  amendment.  The  three  ^eailemen 
first  named  being  particularly  zealous  id  its  sup- 
pert.  It  was  argued  that  .the  appropriation 
moved  fer  wa»«xiremely  intecesting  to  tbe  West- 
ern Stately  and  more  important  to  the  people  of 
every  aeieuon  of  the  country  than  any  other  item 
in  the  bill,  if  the  Union  of  tbe  States  was  to  be, 
as  all  expected  it  to  be,  the  means  of  public  hap* 
pioeH,  proaperity,  and  safety.  That  the  appro- 
priation was  required  from  a  fund  already  set 
apart  for  the  work  by  a  solemn  compaet  j  that  if 
this  House  could  be  called  on  to  appropriate 
money  to  <arry  into  effect  a  convention  with  a 
foreign  Government,  it  could  surely  make  an  ap- 
propriation to  execute  a  contract  with  tbe  States, 
a  double  compact,  too,  it  being  between  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  tbe  States  of  Ohio,  Peun- 
aylrania,  and  Virginia,  as  they  werealt  parties  to 
it;  that  the  appropriation  was,  furthermore,  sanc- 
tioned by  former  laws  directing  the  woi^  to  be 
prosecuted,  and  that  nothing  was  wantioff  to  fnl* 
fil  the  law  but  the  present  appropriation  oi  money, 
for  which  there  were  several  precedents;  that  the 
single  State  of  Maryland  had  undertaken  to  com- 
plete, in  Ave  year^  a  road  from  Baltimore  to  the 
point  at  which  the  Cumberland  road  commenced, 
and  that  it  would  be  derogatory  to  the  character 
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of  the  Generftl  Gorerament  to  be  oatdooe  a 
small  State  in  a  work  of  so  maeh  paUie  otitity 
and  political  cooseqaence ;  a  work  authorized  bjr 
repeated  laws,  and  waotiog  so  appropriaiioD  oolf 
from  the  fuod  already  solemoly  pledged  to  it,  to 
carry  it  oa  npldly,  &c.  It  was  likewise  stated 
in  debate,  by  alt  whose  peraoaal  knowledge  ena- 
bled them  to  speak  on  that  point,  that  the  thirty 
miles  of  the  taropike  completed  between  Cam- 
boiand  and  Ohio,  was  the  most  excellent  road 
which  had  ever  beoi  made  in  America;  and  Mr. 
Cut  took  occasion  to  remark,  that  be  had  seen 
many  lornpikes,  as  well  in  Europe  as  in  this 
coantry,  bat  bad  never  travelled  on  so  fine  a  road 
as  the  thirty  miles  of  the  Cumberland  turnpike 
which  were  finished. 

Mr.  JACKaon's  amendment  was  finally  agreed 
to,  and  the  appropriation  inserted. 

The  Committee  having  filled  up  all  the  blanks, 
and  gone  through  the  bill- 
Mr.  JoBNSoir,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  amend- 
ment alluded  to  by  him  in  the  discussion  this 
morning  respecting  the  manner  of  distributing 
the  eompensaiion  to  the  members,  which  was 
■greed  to. 

No  other  am«dment  having  been  offered  to 
the  bill,  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  proceeded  to  the  emutd- 
emtion  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  for  the  year  1816. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  appropriations  in 
the  bill,  Mr.  Jobhbon,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to 
insert  one  of  Q10,000,  to  pay  the  owners  of  cer- 
tain vessels  sunk  in  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  in 
1814,  to  defend  it  against  the  enemy;  which  had 
been  reported  io  the  ordnance  bill,  but  withdrawn 
to  be  transferred  to  this. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  stated  the  urgent 
circumstances  under  which  the  measure  of  sink- 
ing the  vessels  had  been  adopted,  the  authority 
ofihe  commanding  officer(General  Smith)  there- 
for, in  which  he  was  warranted  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, making  appropriation  of  9850,000  for  such 
objects,  and  which  act  Mr.  S.  read. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  ob- 
jection. 

Having  filled  up  the  blanks,  and  got  through 
the  bill,  the  Committee  successively  took  op  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Navy  for  the 
year  1816,  and  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
certain  officers  of  the  Government;  which  were 
also  proceeded  through;  when  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  rose  and  reported  to  the  House  the 
four  bills  which  it  had  bad  under  eonsideration, 
with  the  amendments  thereto. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Randolph,  Lowndes,  and  John80k,  in  which 
Mr.  R.  opposed  going  to-day  into  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  bill  making  appropriatioos 
for  the  civil  list,  the  provisions  of  which  required 
a  more  deliberate  investigation.  The  two  latter 

Sentlemen  were  opposed  to  delay,  because  the 
rst  quarter  of  the  year  had  already  expired,  and 
all  the  officers  of  Government  waiting  the  appro- 
priation necessary  for  their  subsistence. 
The  Hoase  then  passed  by  the  bill  for  the  civil 
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list,  and  successively  agreed  to  all  the  amend-! 
meats  to  the  three  remaining  bill^  which  were 
ordered  to  be  engroesed  for  a  third  rending  to- 1 

morrow.  I 

TuESDAT,  April  3.  j 

Mr.  Herbsbt,  from  the  committee  appointed  i 
on  the  27th  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  < 
to  the  act  entitled  ^'An  act  to  incorporate  ■  com- 

Esny  for  making  certaio  turnpike  roads  in  the , 
>i»trict  of  Columbia;"  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Thoius  Wilsoh, 
Raolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  all 
such  testimony  as  may  be  in  posseasioo  of  the 
Executive,  relative  to  the  location  and  confirma- 
tion of  the  route  of  the  United  States  road  from  , 
Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  to  the  Ohio  river, 
particularly  relative  to  thatpart  of  the  route  ex- 
tending from  the  town  of  Washington,  in  Penn- 
sylvania,  to  the  said  river,  with  the  distances  and 
description  of  ground  u|>oq  the  different  routes 
which  hare  been  examined,  and  the  difference,, 
as  far  as  the  same  has  been  ascertained,  between 
the  distance  on  each  straight  line  and  that  upon 
the  location  for  a  road  in  the  direction  of  the 
same  line  between  BrowosrilJe,  on  the  Monon- 
gafaela,  and  the  Ohio  river,  at  well  to  Charles- 
town,  or  any  other  point  on  said  river  Co  which 
the  route  for  a  road  has  been  examined,  aa  to 
Wheeling;  with  any  other  information  which 
the  President  may  deem  material,  the  oommu- 
nicatioD  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
may  not  be  inexpedient  or  improper. 

Mr.  TaoHAa  Wilson  and  Mr.  Stbono  were 
appointed  a  eommitiee  to  present  the  foregoing 
resolution  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babbodb,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  ioqaire  into 
the  propriety  of  providing  by  law  for  compensa- 
ting the  services  of  such  assessors  as  shall  have 
begun  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  office,  and 
shall  have  been  prevented  from  complettnc  the 
same,  either  by  reason  of  an  assumption  o?  the 
direct  tax,  or  by  order  from  the  proper  officer  of 
the  United  States  not  to  proceed  further  therein. 

Mr.  LowHDBB,  aAer  a  few  prefatory  remark^ 
offered  the  foIlowingresolutioUf  which  wtaagraed 
to  without  objection: 

Retohed^  That  the  Comnuttee  on  Naval  AfiUra  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  aeaaMod- 
ing  the  laws  relating  to  the  Marine  Cforps^  lo  re- 
duce the  number  of  that  corps  to  be  retaiaed  mi  the 
Peace  EsUbliriimeut  to  a  number  whi^  shall  bear  a 
jnit  proportion  to  the  naval  fiwoe  whiA  it  is  fwpo— d 
to  keepm  Mrrice. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  reward  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  frigate  Constitution,"  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  increase  the  pensions  of 
certain  invalid  pensioners;  the  engrossed  bill  to 
continue  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of  Got- 
ernmentj  the  engrossed  bill  making  approptin- 
tioiH  for  the  Miktarf  iBf  taUiihment  for  the  year 
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L816 ;  aod  the  eagrossed  bill  makiog  appropria* 
cions  for  the  support  of  the  Narf  for  the  year 
181^  were  sererallf  read  the  third  time,  aod 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ■''for  the  relief  of 
Richard  Milcbell,"  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Darid  <3elstoD  aod  Peter  A.  Schenck. 

AMENDING  RULEB. 

The  resolatioa  for  amendiajr  the  rules  of  pro* 
ceedings,  submitted  by  Mr.  HopEtnaoN  yester- 
day, was  called  up  for  coDsideraiioo. 

After  some  couverr^tion  as  to  the  mode  of  ar- 
ririog  at  the  general  object  of  the  resolution,  to 
which  there  whs  no  objection,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  making  it  a  joint  inqairy,  and  of  appoioiing 
the  committees  tor  the  whole  Congress,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to  in  the  following  words: 

Retolved,  That  a  committM  be  appointed  to  inqniie, 
in  coDjanctton  with  such  oommittee  u  may  be  ^ 
pointed  by  the  Senate,  into  the  expedient^  of  making 
tho  MIowing  alleratbns  in  the  mode  of  traosacttng 
the  pnUie  bonieai  of  Coogreae,  to  wit :  That  the 
itanoing  committees  appointed  at  the  commencement 
of  any  Congress,  shall  not  be  dissolved  at  the  end  of 
the  seuion  at  which  the;  were  sppointed ;  that  on  the 
adjonmment  of  CoDgress  the  unfinished  business,  to 
wit!  bilbf  reaolations  and  reports  (tf  committee*, 
shall  rem^  over  to  the  next  saasiott  of  the  aame  Coo- 
greae,  in  the  aame  dtoatton  as  thay  were  at  the  time 
of  a4i<>!iniment. 

Mr.  HopciMBON,  Mr.  BaseBrr,  and  Mr.  Vam- 
OBY,  were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Hocwe. 

POST  OPnCE  BILL. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  in 
addition  to  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Es- 
tablishment, were  taken  up.  One  of  these  amend- 
ments being  to  increase  the  compensation  of  a 
particular  deputy  postmaster,  gave  rise  to  a  des- 
nltory  debate  of  some  length  on  the  merits  of 
other  deputy  postmasters,  aod  their  claims  to  ad- 
ditional compensation. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  thai  aoeDdmeot 
of  the  Seoate  wbiea  struck  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill,  which  is  as  follows: 

"Sac.  8.  And  be  it  Jttrtker  enacted;  That  letters 
aad.poiAages  to  and  fiom  any  member  of  the  Seaaia, 
a  member  or  ddegate  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
of  tile  Cengrsas  of  the  United  States^  the  Seoretaiy 
of  the  Senate,  and  CUrk  of  the  House  of  Bepveseat- 
ative^  shall  be  conveyed  fres  of  postage  from  the 
coomMncement  of  eveiy  Congress  until  the  teraaina- 
tion  thereof  and  Sot  thirty  days  thereafter :  Provided 
nkaaytr  TbaX  no  latter  or  packet  shall  exceed  two 
oanee*  in  weigfau" 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  followiog: 
"  Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  letters 
and  packets  to  and  from  any  member  of  the  Senate, 
a  member  or  delegate  of  theHonsaof  Representatives 
of  the  United  8uteB,the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and 
Clerk  of  the  Houie  of  Representatives,  shall  be  con- 
veyed free  of  postage  for  thirty  days  previous  to  each 
■Msioa  of  Congress,  and  Ibr  Uiir^  dns  after  the  tn- 
■htttioB  thoaaf :  PneUedalw^»t  That  no  latter  or 


packet  shall  exceed  two  ontices  in  weight,  and  in  ease 
of  excess  of  weight,  that  ezceaa  ahme  shall  be  paid 

for." 

Mr.  Ramdolph  hoped  the  House  would  not 
concur  with  the  Senate  In  this  ameodment,  and 
proceeded  to  argoe  at  some  length  in  opposition 
thereto.  He  said,  aabstantiatly.  that  there  were 
many  of  the  petty  officers  of  the  GorernmeDt  who 
possessed  the  privilc^  of  franking;  that  the  mem- 
twrs  of  Congress  were  great  officers  of  the  State, 
at  all  tiroes  liable  to  be  called  here  at  a  moment's 
warning  upon  national  concerns;  that  the  Clerk 
of  this  House,  aod  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
were  also  high  and  responsible  officers,  constant- 
ly in  the  public  service,  and  men  bel/er  entitled 
to  the  privilege  than  many  who  possessed  it;  and 
a  concurrence  in  the  amendment  would  be  con- 
senting to  take  rank  below  the  subordinate  offi- 
cers of  the  Government.  He  knew  that  great 
clamor  had  been  attempted  lo  be  raiaed  on  the 
subject  of  another  (the compensation)  hill  which 
latelr  passed  the  House;  but  what  political  ma- 
teriau  are  there,  said  Mr.  R.,  which  factious  print- 
ers will  not  work  up  to  serve  their  purposes? 
Was  there  a  shadow  of  reason  why  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  should  be  inreated 
with  this  privil^e,  that  was  not  equally  atroog 
in  favor  of  the  presiding  officer  of  this  House? 
a  privilege  possessed  by  the  highest  and  the  low- 
est officer  in  the  public  employ — from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  a  deputy  posirnasier, 
who  does  not  receive  five  dollars  a  year  in  post- 
age. Compare  this  privilege,  said  he,  with  the 
exemption  from  militia  service,  which  is  con- 
ferred on  postmasters,  aod  then  decide  the  gues- 
tion.  He  could  not  agree  to  the  practice  of  strip- 
ping the  members  of  Congress  of  a  oeeeasary 
privilege,  like  so  many  livery  servant,  twanty 
daya  after  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  CoTHBiRT  was  in  favor  of  eooeurrcnee. 
If  the  privily  of  franking  were  elaimed  as  a 
matter  of  compensation,  then,  as  a  matter  of 
compensation,  he  was  opposed  to  It;  if  aa  a 
matter  of  privilege,  then  as  a  matter  of  prtr- 
ilege  he  was  opposed  to  it.  He  thought  also  that 
instead  of  maintaining  the  dignity  of  the  mem- 
bers by  contending  for  this  power,  they  were 
potting  themselves  on  a  footing  with  the  sobor- 
dioate  officers  of  the  Oovernment  by  it.  The 
President,  he  said,  was  the  Chief  Executive  Ma- 
gistrate, constantly  engaged  in  corresponding  on 
national  concerns,  and  required  an  exemption 
from  the  payment  of  postage.  Whatever  privi- 
leges are  neeeasary  to  aid  in  conducting  public 
business,  and  not  to  suit  private  eoovemence,  for 
the  purpose  of  correspondittg  with  friends,  &c., 
was  pro^r,  but  nooe  others. 

Mr.  Wbbstbr  spoke  against  concurring  with 
the  Senate  in  theit  amendments.  He  thought  if 
there  was  any  necessity  or  propriety  In  the  priv- 
ilege during  the  session,  it  was  equally  proper 
duriog  the  recess,  >f  members  were  to  be  regarded 
as  public  men.  The  power  of  abusing  the  priv- 
ilege was  no  argument;  how  many  thousand 
deputy  noatmaetera  were  there  who  could  abuse 
the  privilege  yet  it  was  not  urged  against  grant- 
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iag  it  to  tbem.  He  tbcmght  it  was  ■}}voper  to 
cODfiae  Uk  privilege  Btrictl^  to  the  scisioo,  or  (o 
extend  it  to  the  recets  altto. 

Mr.  Rbthoim  was  also  in  faror  of  relaiaiag 
the  privilege.  An  important  reason  for  it  was, 
the  resoluiioD  this  very  day  adopted,  to  make  the 
siaodiag  commiltees  permaoeot  doriag  the  whole 
CoDsress,  which  woald  inrolTe  them  in  corres* 
poDUDce  00  public  busioess. 

Mr.  Jaokbon  spoke  a  short  time  against  the 
tmeodmeot.  He  thought  it  important  ttiat  com- 
munication should  be  kept  up  during  the  recess, 
between  the  members  and  their  constituents.  In 
this  case,  said  he,  we  should  not  be  presenting 
petitions  on  Ibe  last  day  of  the  session,  if  a  free 
channel  of  communication  could  be  kept  open. 
In  every  point  of  view,  without  going  over  the 
eleraied,  the  digoiGed  ground  on  which  this 
question  stood,  it  ought  to  be  maintained  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  WaioET  and  Mr.  Gbobvsnob  also  made 
some  remarks  in  iavor  of  the  privilege;  after 
which  the  question  was  decided  in  favor  of  eon-, 
enrring-wilh  the  Senate— yeas  80,  nays  51,  as! 
firftowa: 

Yba^— Hflfm.  Adftle,  AJexandar,  Ardier,  Atlui^' 
tog.  Bakw,  Barbour,  Bamtt,  BanseU.  BatU,  Bimd-; 
Itwyi  Brooks,  Bunuids,  Caldwell,  Cilley,  Coautock,' 
Conner,  Crawibrd,  CieightoA,  Crocberon,  Outhbert. 
Durlington,  BaTenport,  Desha,  Edwtrdi,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hale, 
Hal],  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister,  Herbert,  Hungerford, 
Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
LangdoD,  Lompkin,  Lvle,  Maclay,  McCoy,  MeLcan; 
tt  Kentadv,  Milnor,  Nelson  of  HaMachnsetli,  Nel- 
wea  vf  Vtiftioia,  Ormsby,  Pairis,  Pickens,  Pidurmg, 
Fipor,  Pitkin,  Pleawits,  Reed,  Rotae,  Root,  Ross, 
Smge,  Braith  of  V«.,  Soatiiard,  Stanfird,  Stearna, 
Taal.  TelAdr,  Throop,  TownsMid,  Wallace,  Ward  of 
Mew  York,  Wendorer,  WheatoR,  Wbitaside,  Wilcox, 
Wilde,  WiUoughby,  WUUam  Wilwm,and  Woodward. 

Hax% — Means.  Baer,  Boss,  Breekenridge,  Bcowa, 
CaBwno,  Ckuspion,  ChappeU*  Clarke  of  North  Car- 
elim,  Ckadannin,  Colpewr,  Gaston,  Grosvenor, 
Bammoiid,  Henderaen,  Bepkinaon,  Hulbert,  Ingham, 
Jaoluoa,  Jobosen  of  Kentucky,  King  of  North  CaiD- 
Usa,  Law,  Lewis,  Loratt,  LowndM,  LyiHi,  Marsh, 
Haaoo,  Mayrant,  McKee,  Middletoo,  Moore,  Moseley, 
Mewton,  Pinkney,  Powell,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Rug- 

fles,  Seigeant,  Scheack,  Sharpe,  Sturges^  Taggart. 
'ate,  Voae,  Webster,  WUkin,  Thoa.  Wilson,  Wright, 
Tancey,  and  Yates. 

The  residue  of  the  said  amendments  were  then 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

tWNBRAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Oovern- 
meot,  for  the  year  1816. 

The  original  bill  contained  an  appropriation  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  salaries 
heretofore  allowed  to  the  clerks  of  the  several  de- 
partments. This  increase  of  compeasaiion  was 
stricken  out  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and,  OQ  the  question  of  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment— 


ArKiLf  1816. 


Mr.  Cdlpgpga  said,  he  felt  some  objection  to 
the  indiscriminate  rejection  of  the  addition  first 
proposed.  He  adverted  to  the  great  depreciation 
of  money,  the  increased  price  of  necessaries 
as  «  reason  for  bdieving  that  an  additional  ulow- 
aace  was  in  some  cases  necessary.  Mr.  C.  thoog^t 
that  every  man  who  devoted  himself  (o  the  pub- 
lic service  ought  to  be  cfftnfortably  xspported; 
he  believed  a  few  did  already  receive  a  compen- 
sation sofficieittty  high,  the  salaries  of  some  being 
$2,000,  and  he  would  not,  therefore,  lay  on  the 
twenty-fire  per  eent.  indiscriminately;  bat,  be 
said,  there  were  individuals  in  the  public  service 
who  were  not  decently  maintained,  and  to  such 
be  wished  an  increase.  Mr.  C.  thought  a  maxi- 
mum might  with  reason  and  propriety  be  estab- 
lished, which  no  salary  of  a  clerk  should  exceed, 
and  by  which  others  might  be  graduated. 

When  Mr.  C.  coocluded,  the  ameodtuent  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  without  a  dissehtiag 
vortie. 

The  House  agreed  aneeessively  to  ifae  Kmain- 
tog  amendments  of  the  Committee ;  and  then  or- 
dered,the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thiid  reading. 

THE  TARfTT. 

.On  .motioo  of  Mr.  Lowmne  the  House  pro- 
Mcded  to  consider  the  swportAf  the  CoBunittM.of 
the  Wtu)Je,  on  the  hill  to  rugalale  cbe  dsiies  oe 

imports. 

The  qaeettfm  oB  agreeiag  to  ikeitaaadnMifeof 
the  Committee  to  reduce  the  ^nXj  on  uamaEkO* 
factured  wool,  from  15  lo  7^  per  eenuad  valocem, 

being  put — 

Mr.  Root  opposed  the  amendment,  and  made 
some  remarks  on  the  impolicy  of  leaving  the 
country  open  to  foreign  competition,  in  an  article 
which  it  was  so  important  to  encourage  the  do- 
mestic increase  of.  He  hoped  the  House  woold 
not  agree  to  the  amendmeoi  reported  byiheCom- 
mitiee,  and  (Aamandcd  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tbe 
question. 

The  amend  noit  wai  thca  agreed  ttf— yeaa  73, 
nays  48,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alezandar,  Aiditr,  Baeri  Bswett, 
Baylies,  Bennett,  Boss,  Bradbury,  BieAeniMge,  Oal- 
faoan,  CfaampiMi,  OiUey,  Clayton,  Conner,  Cooper, 
Crawford,  Creigfaton,  Colpeptr,  Cnthbert,  Dawnport, 
fidwards,  Forney,  GaalMi,  Gold,  Qeaarenor,  Hahn, 
Hal^  Hardin,  BaoUmmm,  Hafcert.  Bamtmtui,  lag. 
haia,  K<int,  '  —  ^ — =-  '  —  V n-lnT  Hinh,  Hmmn. 
MaKetk  McLm  Kwtntd?,  Middbton,  MBnar, 
Maaatay,  Jtalson  «f  MaaaacJuwetts,  Nntoo,  HAm- 
iog,  PtnkB^y,  Hper.  Pitkin,  PlaaMita,  kaaAolfh, 
Bsai  RaMB^  Biig|lei^  aragaani,  achaofc.  StanM, 
atBams.atwses,Ttfa,  Throap,  Vom,  Waliaoe,  Ward  of 
Naw  ieney,  Ward  af  New  V»rk,  Webstar.  Waodotar, 
WheatoD,  William  Wilson,  Woodwsnl,  Ymatf^m^ 
Yates. 

Naxs— Messrs.  Adgate^  Atherton,  Baker,  Barboor, 
Bateman,  Brooks,  Brown,  Biyan,  Bamsid^  Caldwell, 
Cbappell,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Comatock,  Crocfa- 
eroQ,  Darlington,  Desha,  ^'oisyth,  Goldalwrottgh,  Grif- 
fin, Hall,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Heister,  Herbert,  Jewett, 
JobntoD,  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of 
Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Lowndes, 
Lnm^in,  Lyl^  Lyon,  Majrrant,  McCt^  Moore,  Mnr- 
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fiee,  Neliwn  of  VirginU,  Noyei,  Orratby,  Puris,  FUk' 
mtt  Powell,  Bagrnotdi,  Roane,  Root,  Etevagat  Shaipe, 
ftnith  of  Maiyland,  Bmilh  of  Virsfaiia,  SoDthaid,  Tul, 
Ttiykf  of  Boodi  Oardina,  TdJUr,  TowwMid,  While' 
nd^  Wilant,  Wilde,  Wilkin ,  WiUon^iby,  and  Wri^t. 

Mr.'  FoBBTTH  then  moTed  to  strike  bat  the 
vhote  of  the  amCDdment  adopted  bf  the  Goto- 
mittee,  to  gradotite  the  doty  on  imported  cottons, 
(bf  laving  a  dutr  of  thirty  per  ceot.,  for  two 
years,  from  the  3uth  of  Jooe,  of  tweoty-fire  per 
eent.  for  two  years  thereafter,  and  then  of  twenty 
per  oeni.,)  exeept  the  last  named  sam}  in  other 
words,  to  reobce  the  doty  oa  cottons  to  tweoty 
per  cent,  from  Jane  next.  ' 

This  motion,  involving  the  general  qaettion  of 
the  depee  of  protection  proper  to  be  afforded  to 
domestic  manafactures — 

Mr.  Qaston  rose  and  delivered  his  opinions  in 
opposition  to  the  policy  of  bordening  the  com- 
munity.by  an  extravagant  daty  on  imports,  for 
the  parpose  of  eocoaragiog  dbmestie  manafac- 
tares.  Mr.  Q,  spt^  about  ao  hoar. 

Mr.  CnrBBBRT  fdlowed  on  the  same  side  of 
the  qnestton,  io  a  speech  of  aboat  the  same  length ; 
when  the  qaeslion  was  decided  in  the  negative— 
*  yeu  6^  nays  8^  oa  follows : 

Tbas— Measts.  Archer,  Baer,  Btrboar,  Bassett, 
Breckenridge,  Biysn,  C^dwell,  Chaminon,  Cilley, 
ClaAe  of  North  Usrolina,  Clayton,  Culpeper,  Cath- 
bsrt,  Edwaidt,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Oaston,  Goldsbo- 
rongb,  Hale,  HsII,  Hardin,  Heister,  Henderson,  Her- 
bert,  Hogar,  Hangerfbrd,  Jewett,  J<dinson  of  Virginia, 
Kerr  of  Virginia,  Lewii,  Love,  Lerett,  Lowndes,  Lyon, 
McCoy,  McKes,  Middleton,  Moore,  Moseley,  Mnrfiw, 
Nalsoii  (rf  Maaeaehnsetts,  Ndsoa  of  Virtue,  Noyes, 
Pickens,  ndtering,  Plea«aBl%  Randolph,  Roane,  Boot, 
Boa%  Smith  of  Virginia,  Staa&wd,  Steams,  Btorgea, 
Tate,  Taylor  of  North  Catohna,  Tdfur,  Thomas,  Voae, 
Ward  of  Massschosetts,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Woodward, 
Wright,  and  Yaooey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexaader,  Athertoo,  Bate- 
man,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Betts,  BirdeaU,  Boss,  Brooks, 
Calhoon,  ChamHU,  Comstock,  Crawfwd,  Croighton, 
Crocberon,  DarUngton,  Bannport,  Bsaha,  Gold,  Grif- 
fin,  Habn,  Haaimond,  Hawes,  Hopkinsoa,  Hulbert, 
lQghain,iohasoQof  Ky.,£ent,LaDgaoD,Lyle,  Maelay, 
Maidi,  Mason,  Mayrant,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mil- 
Bor,  NewtMi,Omuby*  Pmvh  Pinkoay,  Piper,  Pitkin, 
Powell,  Beed,  Reynolds,  Rnggles,  Snveant,  Savage, 
SdwBck,  eOiarpe,  SmiUi  of  Msiyland,  Soathard,  Tsg- 
gart,  TmI,  Throop,  Townaend,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendorcr,  Willoughby, 
aadThmnas  WDam. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  then,  after  declaring  bis  belief 
that  many  members  had  voted  on  the  questioo, 
who.  from  being  interested  in  iu  decision,  were 
of  Tight  excladed  by  a  deeisioa  of  the  House, 
sabmitted  the  following  propositioo,  which  was 
read : 

"  That  no  member,  being  a  proprietor,  or  hanng  any 
•haro  in  any  factory  of  eoUon  <u  cotton  yam,  was,  by 
the  rules  «  this  Hoaao,  entitled  to  vote  on  the  iffm- 
tion  Axiog  the  duty  on  the  importatiDa  of  actidee  of 

coUon  imported  into  Amotica." 

Before  the  questioa  was  put  on  this  resolution, 
ft  ■uMion  was  nui^ft  to  adjoarn,  and  earried. 

14th  Coir.  1st  Sisi.-^ 
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Wednesday,  April  3. 

Mr.  Creiqbton,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pabltc  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
tbe  Senate,  "  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Ohio  to  sell  a  certain  part  of  a  tract  of 
land  reserved  for  tbe  use  of  that  State,"  reported 
the  same  without  araendmeat;  and  tbe  bill  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to 
the  United  States,  in  the  district  of  Jeffersonville, 
at  the  land  office  in  said  district. 

Mr.  Baston,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  Idth  of  February  last,  the  peti- 
tioa  of  tbe  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  read, 
when  Mr.  B.  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain frontier  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri }  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Savage,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  aQnextoe  the  county  of  Renssel- 
laer,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the  northern 
district  of  said  State. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  JoBHSOit,  of  Kentucky,  the 
CommitteeonPensioDsandReToluiioDary  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieocy  of 
increasing  the  pension  of  George  Sbaonon. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
"An  act  to  increase  tbe  pensions  of  loTalids  in 
certain  eases ;  for  the  reliefer  invalids  of  the  mili-^ 
tia ;  and  for  the  appointmeot  of  pension  agents  in 
tfaose  States  where  there  is  do  commissioner  of 
loans,"  and  "An  act  makiog  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  QoTernment  for  the  year  1816,"  were 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  "Ao  act  to  incor- 
porate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States,"  with  ameodments.  The  Senate  have 
also  passed  a  bill  "supplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
titled, 'An  act  to  incorporate  a  compaay  for 
making  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  j"  in  which  ameodmeots  and  bill  they 
ask  tbe  eooearrence  of  this  House. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  took  op  tbe  otifinisbed  busi- 
aess  of  yesterday,  beingthe  bill  to  regulate  tbe 
duties  on  import*— Mr.  \Vbiobt's  motion,  to  ex- 
clude from  voting  all  members  concerned  in 
maoufacturiog,  being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  expressed  bis  regret 
that  his  ooUeagoe  had  offered  the  resolution,  and 
Doade  ooe  or  two  remarks  oo  its  impropriety ; 
after  which. 

The  resolwioB  was  withdrawn  bf  the  vwver, 
and  the  questioa  then  recurred  oo  Mr.  Fobbtth'b 
motion,  so  to  amesd  the  ameodmrat  of  the  com- 
mittee respecting  the  duty  00  imported  eotloBB,a8 
to  sabstitute  a  duty  thereon  of  twenty  per  ceBt. 
ad  valorem  from  the  30ib  of  June  next. 

Mr.  WaiQBT  proposed  to  modify  this  amead- 
meot,  by  making  tbe  doty  twenty-one  per  cent, 
which  he  tboogbt  was  ao  ample  protection,  and 
with  which  the  niaBttAetarersoughi  tobesatiaAcd. 


Tke  Tariff, 
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Mr.  Smith  objected  to  thia  modificatioo,  be- 
Cftusa  it  varied  ia  so  small  ft  degree  from  tbe  ori^i- 
Dal  motion.  He  had  hoped  that  some  geailemas 
WouM  propose  to  return  to  the  twenty-five  per  cepL 
reported  by  the  Com  mitt  tee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
Wttich  he  would  prefer  as  a  permanent  protection. 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  still  Tarther  to  amend  the 
original  motion  by  mabing  the  duty  twenty-five 
per  cent,  for  two  years  after  June,  and  twenty 
per  cent,  thereafter;  which  Mr<  Wbwbt  acd^t- 
ed  u  a  modification  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Mason  then  spoke  at  considerable  lengih 
oa  the  general  question  of  protection,  giving  a 
•QnioBry  history  of  the  rise  of  cotton  maDufac- 
tareB  in  ibis  country,  and  adducing  varioos  sisjie- 
meats  and  ealcalatious  to  prove  the  necessity  of 
a  hif h  duty  in  order  to  sustaia  the  exiiting  man- 
ofrctares. 

Mr.  HopEiNsoN  remarked,  that  the  argumeojts 
submitted  by  Mr.  Mason  were  so  conclusive  90 
his  mind  of  the  necessity  of  a  liberal  protection, 
that  they  bad  decided  him  to  vote  fur  Mr.  Has- 
DIn'b  amendment. 

Mr.  P1CKEBIN0  argued  a  short  time  against 
an  extravagant  duty,  as  uaaeeessary  for  a  rea- 
sonable protection,  not  believing  that  ibe  existing 
manufactures  required  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  for  two  years;  after  which,  the  question  on 
Bfr.  Hasun's  motion  was  decided  In  the  affirnia- 
tive— yeaa  84,  nay  60,  as  follows : 

TsAi — Means.  Archer,  Ath«toii*  Bear,  Badwor, 
Biuwatti  Bradbury,  Breckaiuidge,  BumsidA,  Chunpiop, 
Cbapp«U,  Cille;,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina.  Clayton, 
Culpeper,  Cuthber^  Edwarda,  Forney,  Forayth,  Gaa- 
toUf  Goldeborough,  Goodwya,  GtosTenor,  Hale,  Hall, 
HanaOD,  Hardin,  Htwea,  Eteister,  BeQderson,  Herbert, 
HopkinsoD,  Hoger,  Hungerford,  Jewett,  Johnson  of 
Ya.,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virguut,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Langdsn,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndea,  Lump- 
kin, LyoD,  McC^,  McKee,  Middleton,  Moore,  Moae- 
le^,  Nelacm  of  Mianaaupi,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Nojea, 
Pickeiu,  nckenng,  Pinkney,  Pleaaanti,  Randolph, 
RMd,  Kotne,  Root,  Roaa,  Rugglea,  Sheffey,  Smith  of 
HarylaQd,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Steams,  Stwt,  Stonaa, 
Taggait,  Tate,  Taylor  of  South  Catoliaa,  Telfiur, 
Thomas  Voaa,  Ward  of  Maaaadmsatta,  Waster, 
Whiteaide,  Wilcox,  WjWh  Wppdwatd.  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats— Meaars.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baker,  Bate- 
BUD,  BayIiea..Bennett,  Betta,  Birdaall,  Boss,  Broofca, 
GaOumn,  Chipman,  Clendennin,  Comatock,  Con- 
ner, Crawford,  Creightout  Croefaeron,  Dariington, 
Davenport,  Deaha,  Glasgow,  Gold,  Griffin,  Hahn, 
Halbert,  Ingham,  Irwin  of  Pennaylrania,  JackMu, 
JiAmpi)  of  Kentocfcy,  Lyle,  Maday,  Maish,  MaaoD. 
Mmu^  McLean,  Milnor,  Newton,  Parria,  Pipar, 
Pitkin,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Sergeant,  Savage.  Scheadt, 
Sbarpek  Southard,  Strong,  Tasl.  Throop,  Townaeud, 
WaUace.  Ward  of  Naw  York,  Weadover,  Wheaton, 
Wilkin,  WiUooghby,  WiiJiam  Wilaon,  and  Yatea. 

Mr.  Mason  then  moved  further  to  amend  the 
aneodment  by  striking  out  the  minimum  duryof 
twenty  per  cent,  and  the  limitation  to  the  tweuty- 
fira  per  cent.,  as  reported  nigtoelly  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HARom  oppmed  thia  motion,  and  wished 
he  coaM  aseenam  what  gentlemen  really  want- 


ed.  Th»Y  Sunt  voted  fw  thirty  per  eeot.  for  tw 
yean,  then  for  twentydiye,  for  tb«aaia«  period; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  next  be  vetj  mif 
ling  to  aeeapt  tweaty  per  cent.  Their  ptdicf 
seemed  to  be  to  get  all  theycotild  aad  keep  what 
ther  got. 

Mr.  HuLBBBT  replied  to  Mr.  HAaaiM,  deayiag 
any  impropriety  in  the  coarse  t^opted  by  the 
frieads  of  the  mantifaf  mters ;  ahowing  that  thef 
had  aaked  no  further  protcetioa  than  the  6e«re- 
tarjr  of  the  Traaaury,  after  toog  inquiry,  made  kf 
the  order  Conmss,  apd  matwe  wieimii^ 
had  recommended  as  a  proper  ana  nirtmif 
encouragement;  that  the  Ho»se  bare  deeidtd 
against  the  thirty-three  pet  cent,  reported  ia  tfie 
tariff  of  the  Secretary,  they  wiahcd  only  to 
bring  back  the  doty  to  what  ^nw  repaHra  by  the 
Committee  of  Way*  and  Means. 

The  motion  nude  by  Mr»  Mas9r,  and  the 
question  of  coacurnBa  or  duegrceiBg  with  ^ 
Committee  of  (he  Whole,  being  the  aa«e,  Mi. 
Mason  withdrew  his  sm^neott,  and  the  ques-  1 
tioo  recurred  on  agreaing  with  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  in  their  aaendneot,  as 
amended  by  Mr.  HA^a'a  motion. 

On  this  question  there  was  naueh  desultory  de- 
bate ;  a  few  only  of  this  gentlemen  wi»  pnr^- 
p»tfHt  entering  iato  the  4C|ieral  a|iJj|e<^ 

Mr.  Qnoavjuroa  apoiEe  in  Avor  of  the  gsnMhi- 
tadduty.  He»rgued,thatmithed(MnadaiittBd 
OB  all  handa  that  preeent  piMuiiea  only  waa  ^a- 
ceasary  to  the  manubcturcts,  and  as  diey  had 
aehaawlcdffed  that  twenty-ftve  par  c«at.  was 
saiicieat  tar  that  poeposa,  it  waa  ol  eoorae  too 
high  for  a  pernaneat  duty,  and  ha  was  epMsed 
to  it. 

Mr.  Gaston  repKed  to  some  prions  remarki 
of  Mr.  HfTLBBST,  and  stated  a  hct,,  that  a  m»or* 
ity  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
at  first  in  favor  of  twenty  per  cent,  only  until  the 
day  of  the  report,  when  a  eoffiproojse  bad  nken 
plaoe  with  the  genilenea  who  wish  a  hirter 
duty,  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  was  report^  h) 
the  bill 

Mr.  TB|.FAtR  spoke  as  fbHows :  On  the  sofejiset 
of  impost  I  hold  it  a  sound  general  rule  that  no 
oth«r  or  higher  duti^  should  vk  Uia  (ban  are  both  1 
necessary  and  proper  for  the  porpoaes  of  rerenae.  | 
To  attempt  more,  necessarily  laere^ses  the  ia-  | 
ducemeuis  to  smuggliDg;  a^  if  the  fit«wr>|fi-  I 
meat  of  raanafactur«9  bie  the  objec^  it  is,  ^ 
feet,  to  plunge  on  the  wide  oc^  of  uaeWutwlTt 
guided  by  faetiiioas  lights,  emanating  from  the 
selnshness  alone  of  those  who  tender  them,  and  j 
which  never  can  be  relied  apon  for  the  purposes  I 
of  wise  legislation.  I 

I  wiK  not  deny  but  that,  in  the  imposition  of  I 
duties  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  it  is  wise  so  to  I 
select  your  objects  that  while  the  original  intent 
is  secured,  the  interest  of  the  manuftcturer  may  1 
be  regarded  as  an  incidental  consideration.   But  I 
what  is  the  character  of  the  measure  before  ytm  1 
Instead  of  contemplating  the  protection  anaea* 
couragemeot  of  manufactures  as  secondary  or 
collateral,  it  refers  to  them  as  the  primary  and 
essentiti  eanae  of  Isgislation ;  Astead  of  the  ben- 
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afits  flowioy  to  ibem  boiag  ooBtklered  mervtjr  at 
some  slLBviattoo  of  burdens,  mads  aenumxf  by 
the  waots  of  the  Qoferameht,  their  toeoarage- 
ment  bu,  in  the  whole  ooarae  of  the  disoUsBioe, 
bees  placed  io  the  foregrouad,  aad  admitted  to  be 
the  priaeipil  object  for  which  so  eiiortnotM  a  tai 
is  laid  upoD  the  people  of  this  eountrjr— a  lax,  the 
proceeds  of  which,  so  far  m  it  means  pvoiMtioa, 
are  nerer  to  enter  the  cofiers  of  the  nftiion,  but, 
by  a  species  of  loagio,  traasferred  fron  the  hands 
of  tbe  consttmer  into  those  of  the  maiaafiMtarcr— 
paid  by  the  people  indeed,  bat  abt  for  the  parpoaes 
of  Gortmment. 

Tbe  mppOTt  of  this  bill  rests  open  two  oonsid- 
enoioos.  First,  it  is  urged  thai  the  eearse  of 
mtasorcB  porsned  bf  Qonronent  for  some  time 
prcriotu  to,  as  well  as  doriog  the  wnr,  had  tbe 
tendency  of  a  pleds;e  of  support.  Thu  sugges- 
tion involres  a  principle  of  more  impqrunce  than 
at  tbe  first  ^aoce  will  appear.  Is  it  to  be  held 
that,  if  the  Ooreroment  in  the  porsait  of  some 
important  object,  either  the  establishmeat  of  its 
r^hts,  or  tbe  arengiag  its  wrongs,  shall  paisae  a 
coarse  of  measures,  the  indirect  and  uodesigoed 
tendency  of  which  shall  be  to  foster  any  particu- 
lar species  of  industry,  that  thence  it  derives  a 
claim  to  fatoie  eneouraffcment  and  proteetira, 
enn  at  the  expense  of  afl  otbeca?  To  what  an 
infinite  order  of  pledges  mxild  sneh  a  system 
gin  rise?  Scarcely  a  single  farintion  eu  be 
made  in  the  ordinary  policy  of  the  oacion  but 
mnst  cMeoder  as  obligation  oS  this  kind.  A 
change  from  peace  to  war  neeenarily  Injorea  the 
immediate  interests  of  coraraeree  and  agricul- 
ture i  a  return  of  peace  alike  injures  those  insti- 
tutions which  grow  up  amid  the  oiroomsuneea 
of  war.  Is  the  nation,  after  all  these  changes  and 
effects,  to  hold  itself  as  bound  to  compensate  tbe 
loeaes  of  those  who  may  hare  suSrrMi  t  I  pre- 
sume this  will  not  be  uroed.  But  I  may  be  told 
thu  the  manttTaetiring  class  constitutes  so  small 
a  portion  of  the  conmonity,  that,  while  puUie 
policy  requires  it,  they  may  be  sustained  1^  less 
iiunry  to  the  others  and  less  expense  to  the  Oor- 
efBBMUC,  and  therefore  they  should  be  upheld. 
Sic,  I  deem  it  unsafe  to  legislate  for  partieahr 
inMteia.  Did  not  the  interest  trf  the  merehiM 
umI  the  {dantcr  eoflhr  under  thoee  rery  eawes 
wliich  ehcrished  the  mannfactarer?  Whlb  the 
Iniier  was  aoeumolatiag  wealth,  ware  net  the  for> 
mer  oonsomiog  their  capital  ?  And  becaase  they 
now  begin  to  derire  a  profit,  is  it  wlee  and  just 
in  u  to  rob  them  of  it  by  increasing  tbe  expcmes 
of  articles  of  consumption,  merely  to  contribute 
such  s  bounty  to  the  manuAMturer  as  will  enable 
him  to  derive  something  like  his  aeoostomed 
^HTofits  7  And  upon  what  ertdence  are  yon  about 
to  award  the  protection  asked  (ot't  You  are  told 
by  the  persons  interested,  that,  without  some  aid 
from  (he  Qovemment,  it  woold  be  impossible  for 
them  to  soiiaio  the  shock  of  foreign  importations 
which  threatens  to  overwhelm  them.  They  ex- 
hibit to  you  no  particular  stateraenu,  but  in  gen- 
eral eall  for  duties,  almost  amoantii^  te  prohi- 
bition,  of  tbe  articks  upon  which  they  are  laid. 
Yoa  are  not  advised  of  the  expeoMe  they  hare 
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incurred  in  founding  their  establishments ;  of  the 
price  of  labor  to  be  employed  in  supporting  them ; 
of  the  costs  of  tbe  raw  material;  of  the  profit 
which  they  are  in  the  habit  of  enjoying,  or  which 
may  be  necessary  for  them  to  outlive  the  storm. 
But,  iu  your  munifioeace,  you  are  about  to  idlow, 
by  way  of  bounty,  five  per  cent,  more  than  is  re- 
quired for  revenue  upon  cotieas  and  wotdlane, 
which  is  as  much  ns  the  daties  doriag  the  war, 
and  one  hundred  per  cent,  more  than  those  prior 
to  the  war.  In  words  yoa  are  called  upoa  fiit 
prptectioo^nt  what  are  the  ideas  involved  in  this 
phrase  ?  Why,  that  the  planter  of  this  couatnr, 
who  eoiMnmes  tbe  article  manufactured,  shall  be 
made  to  pay  tbe  differeaee  betwaen  tbe  wages  of 
labor  in  the  factory  and  fteldi  together  with  the 
difference  of  profit  which  superior  skill  ia  the 
foreign  manufaetiHer  gives  over  the  manulho- 
tarer  of  this  country.  In  one  word,  all  artielae 
are  made  dear  to  the  consaoier,  whether  of  for- 
eign or  domestic  fabrication,  merely  that  the 
manufacturer  may  derive  a  profit  upon  bis  capi- 
tal. Now,  let  me  ask,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  the  agri- 
culture of  this  country  in  a  condition  sufficiently 
thriving  to  makoilhis  saorUee?  Areim  prafita 
and  improvements  such  as  to  eaaUe  it  to  spate 
tbe  amonat  required?  Is  the  Qeremtaeat  )■•• 
pared  to  say  that,  after  an  vtptodw  war  whioh 
has  embatnascd  its  fiaaoeei,  or  tbe  peo^.  after 
the  priratioBa  iaeideat  upoa  it,  to  admit,  that  it 
is  wue  to  graBt  sueh  a  doaatloa  with  ao  better 
evidence  of  its  necessity,  and  no  better  psooft  at 
its  efficaoy  and  policy  than  the  testimony  ad- 
dueed  1  Bat  the  egrieolturiat  iu  Bun>pe--aad 
if  we  commence  the  system  of  protecuoa  nod 
favoritism,  the  agrioulturist  hers— will  be  eea- 
liaaally  influenceJ  by  the  selfish  deotrines  of  this 
class  of  men,  which  have  «o  often  snoeeeded  i« 
induoieg  him  to  believe  that  their,  and  not  Iw, 
was  the  public  ioteiest.  Their  peliey  Is,  and  cnr 
has  been,  to  diminish  eompetiiion,  wmU  thay 
exwnded  tbe  aphen  of  their  own  market.  Ueaao, 
every  Nggestioo  flowing  from  this  elooa  of  the 
commsnity,  whatever  be  the  iodindaal  integrity 
of  eharacierof  its  membare,  shoaU  be  eataaaaed 
with  scmpoloQsnaaa  and  even  aunieiea. 

The  aaoimt  of  surplus  duty  has  been  fltiriy, 
and  haa  beea  truly,  estimated  at  five  miUieoe  of 
dollars  f  for,  in  estimating  the  racrifiees  nnde  hy 
the  peofrfe  of  this  eountry,  it  is  but  just  to  add  CM 
aawBBt  kid  beyond  the  lequiaittiNn  of  tbe  reve- 
nue to  the  deficit  which  will  arise  from  its  oper- 
atiea  as  a  probihitioa  to  Impottatwes— for  the 
latter  must  be  made  up  by  other  objeeu  of  taxa- 
tion I  and,  therefore,  so  maeh  of  the  land,  as  well 
as  other  taxes  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  up 
this  deficit,  may,  and  ought  to  be  taken  into  the 
estimate  which  attempts  toaj^eoiata  the  bounty 
which  the  people  have  to  pay,  in  order  to  satisfy 
tbe  cupidity  of  a  few  manufiuturers,  and  to  give 
trial  to  the  theory  of  a  few  politicians. 

But  the  second  consideration,  and  that  which 
is  most  relied  on,  arises  from  the  policy  of  other 
natioas,  and  promises  a  ommv  peraiaaent  secnniy 
to  the  independence  of  this  people.  Imposing, 
indeed,  ii  sneh  a  grouad  of  aigament ;  and  if  the 
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iadependeaoe  of  this  nation  either  required  or 
coald  be  gaaraotied  by  this  bill,  abhorrent  indeed 
woold  be  all  opposiiioo  to  it ;  bat,  beliering,  as  I 
do,  that  the  liberties  of  this  people,  and  the  inde- 
dependence  of  this  Governmeoi,  rest  on  a  basis 
too  firinljr  laid  in  their  rery  genius  and  nature  to 
reqoirt  sueh  prtflcetion,  for  one  I  will  not  consent 
to  adopt  the  mcaaure  proposed.  Afterhariogad- 
TRDOM  in  prosperity  and  improTemeni  far  beyond 
the  march  of  any  other  nauon  on  the  globe,  in 
the  same  period  of  lime,  yoa  are  now  called  upoo 
to  reject  (be  admonitions  of  experience,  and  adopt 
a  part  of  the  rery  policy  wbien,  with  reference  to 
the  people  of  Europe,  is  congenial,  because  it  de- 
notes tbe  absence  of  all  ideas  of  self-goireiDment. 
Yoa  are  about  to  abjare  that  principle  which  was 
peonliarly  your  own,  and  the  oApring  of  freedom, 
of  hnriog  industry  free  to  its  own  pursuit  and 
KgnJation,  and  to  assume  to  yourself  the  capacity 
Md  right  of  judging  and  dictating  that  labor 
which  is  wisest  and  best  for  the  people  of  this 
eountry.  The  extent  of  territory,  the  exuberance 
of  our  soil,  tbe  genius  of  our  people,  the  princi- 
ples of  our  political  iostilutions,  bare  in  their 
combination  decreed,  as  by  a  lynr  of  nature,  that, 
ibr  years  to  come,  the  citizens  of  Ametiea  shall 
obtain  iheir  sabsiiteaee  by  agriealture  anA  codi- 
meree.  And  we,  in  our  wisdom^  wtnild  fatn  issne 
a  eovnter  order,  to  withdraw  indusU'y  from  its 
satwal  and  accustomed  channels,  and,  by  our 
laws,  force  into  a  state  of  prematurity  the  maoa- 
faetnring  enterprise  of  this  country.  But  we  are 
told  it  woold  be  idle,  weak,  and  absurd  in  us, 
while  all  tbe  powers  of  Europe  are  devising  plans 
for  the  eneonragement  of  manufactares.  to  let 
them  stagnate  for  want  of  national  aid.  To  this 
I  answer,  that  saoh  are  the  profits  and  enjoyments 
flowing  from  tabor  in  the  ordinary  pursaiti  of 
life  with  us,  that  yon  cannot  draw  off  the  citizen 
and  tempt  him  to  a  new  and  less  active  pursuit, 
withoat  robbing  from  the  national  wealth  a  coo- 
stdcraULs  portion  which  is  thrown  in  to  make  up 
lus  prodts.  Is  not,  then,  the  prodaotive  labor  of 
the  oonntry  thereby  diminished?  Has  not  a  great 
nortion  of  it  been  thrown  away,  UDless  seme  great 
Hoeflt  is  derived  from  this  new  direction  of  in- 
dnstry  7  And  is  the  policy  of  other  GoirerDaMnla 
tobeurgedassuflScieot  jusiificntion?  It  must  be 
boMBin  mind,  that  tfaecircamsuncesofonr coon- 
try  are  totally  difiereot  from  liioee  of  Europe ; 
tatte,  a  crowoed  population  causes  it  to  be  an  ob- 
ject of  real  national  imporiance  to  discover  means 
of  employment  for  the  many  handa  which  would 
oiiierwise  encumber  society.  With  us,  however, 
the  case  is  widely  different.  Here^  every  band 
wonld  fiad«mpleemploymeDt  in  tilling  the  earth  j 
and  the  calls  of  society  are  sufllcieot,  without 
boanty,  to  give  occupation  to  sacb  as  prefer  other 
employmenu  to  those  of  agriculture.  And  every 
oeenpalion  which  requires  the  aid  of  bouaiy,  eoo- 
talos  within  itself  a  proof  that  it  is  not  produc- 
tive of  national  weaUh,  though  it  may  be  of  na- 
tioaal  glory.  I  must  protest  against  the  habit 
rcsoriiog  to  the  regulations  of  otbe^  goTernments, 
as  rules  by  which  to  quadrate  our  own.  Because 
tbe  Oovemmenu  of  tbe  Old  World  bave  resorted 


to  this  mode  of  faeilitatiagthe  collection  of  taxes 
by  creating  protuberances  upon  the  body  politic, 
are  we  to  be  influenced  by  their  examples?  Be- 
cause monopolies  have  for  ages  become  familiar- 
ized to  them,  are  we  to  disregard  the  evidence  m 
favor  of  an  unshackled  pnrauit  of  out  own  inter- 
est, and  in  despite  of  the  warning  Toice  of  these 
very  nations,  which  attests  tbe  rainoos  effects  of 
such  t  policy  upon  every  principle  held  snered  by 
tbe  friends  of  freedom,  are  we  to  gire  «d  toa  &- 
Torite  class  of  tbe  community  by  a  tax  upon  the 
rest  9  lAkb  tbe  Sute  banks,  sir,  these  mano&kc- 
tures  grew  up  while  a  state  of  war  gare  a  fever- 
ish hut  to  our  political  atmosphere,  because  the 
temporary  wants  of  the  people  and  tbe  Govern- 
ment, and  the  sluggish  state  of  trade,  required 
them.  The  return  of  peace  basdiminisbnl  the 
demand  for  the  paper  of  tbe  one  and  the  fabrics 
of  the  other^  tbey  may  both  be  said  to  have  de- 
preciated in  their  relative  value.  The  deprecia- 
tion of  bank  paper,  it  is  to  be  boped^  wjll  be  aj> 
rested  in  its  progress,  the  combination  of  these 
moneyed  monopolists  broken  as  to  all  capacity 
for  harm,  by  the  establishment  of  a  bank,  govern-' 
ed  in  part  by  ourselves,  and  by  othor  ulterior  mea- 
sures in  contemplation.  But,  when  tbe  different 
manufacturing  States  may  have  deemed  it  wise 
to  follow  the  example  of  Qreat  Bn'min,  and  in- 
corporate the  different  maauftcturing  estaUish- 
ments,  grant  them  exclusive  privileges,  {Mop  them 
by  by-laws,  and  regard  them  as  fovorttea,  bow,  I 
ask,  are  you  to  control  the  mighty  combination 
to  which  such  a  policy  would  give  rise,  for  they 
can  concert  as  well  as  the  State  banks?  Will 
you,  in  such  event,  open  the  flood-gates,  and  Let 
m  the  ocean  of  foreign  goods  threateninc  to  over- 
whelm them?  Ceruialy  not;  and  yet  this  woold 
be  the  only  corrective  left  yoa. 

Sir,  while  these  establisnmeots  arow  as  other 
brancnes  of  ioduitry  have  done,  rsball  feel  for 
them  no  bostitity ;  on  tbe  contrary,  my  preference 
would  be  given  to  articles  manofacturcd  by  them; 
bat  their  interest  once  identified  with  that  of  the 
GoTerament,  and  I  do  fear  them. 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  the  arts  floarisb  in 
tbe  society  f»f  each  other ;  not  so,  however,  in  that 
infiiney,  while  both  are  attempted  to  be  eneotu- 
aged  at  tbe  same  time,  do  the  manufactures  and  the 
navyspriog  up.  For  all  the  protection  given  to  the 
former  is  a  deduotionftom  the  support  of  the  Utter. 

But  my  friend  from  South  Caroliaa  f  Mr.  CAtf 
boom)  reproaches  us  with  a  disposition  to  relapee 
into  a  state  of  ease— a  generaTity  of  expression 
not  easily  definable.  Is  the  doctrine  which  leaves 
industry  to  those  pursuits  which  formed  the  he- 
roes of  New  Orleans,  braced  their  moaelea  and 
fired  tbeir  souls,  which  developeJ  a  power  to  eon-' 
test  for  the  irideot  of  the  ocean,  evincive  of  a  dia- 
position  to  countenance  a  course  of  ease  ?  U  ease 
and  aversion  to  too  much  regulation  on  the  part 
of  Qovernmeut  mean  the  same  thing,  1  am  dis- 
posed to  see  it  indulged  fur  the  benefit  of  this  na- 
tion. If  (he  contrary  of  ease  means  the  state  in 
which  aU  Europe  is  ooneerned,  then  am  Z  tlie 
more  anxious  to  retain  to  Ibis  people  that  stMe  of 
ease  which  defies  too  much  regulaUoo. 


Digiltzed  by 


Googit 


1321 


mSTOUY  OF  CONGRESS 


1822 


AraiL,  1818. 


BIr.  QoLD. — The  linutioB  of  the  district  which 
,  I  hive  the  honor  to  repretent  in  this  Hooee,  the 
nnmeroDs  petitiou  whioh  hare  been  committed 
to  me  bjr  my  eoostitneots,  to  be  presented  to  the 
House  for  relief,  under  pressipg  embarrassments, 
make  it  my  duty  to  aadrese  toe  House  on  this 
occasion. 

It  is  not,  Mr.  Speaker^a  distinct  class  of  raanu- 
&ctarers  who  bare  petitioned  Congress  for  relief, 
but  almost  all  clasees,  and  priQcipally  the  farmers, 
have  embarked  in  the  manafactmrt  of  woollen 
and  cotton,  and  now  pray  at  your  hands  the  pro> 
tcetioo  of  their  interests,  put  in  so  great  jeopardy. 
It  is  proper,  I  should  state,  after  the  example  of 
some  who  hare  preceded  me  in  debate,  that  I  too 
hare  a  concern  in  those  manufactures. 

Let  not  any  lionDtnUe  gentleman  be  alarmed 
by  Ibe  ai^rehention  that  a  general  ayatem  of 
mannfiietarea  is  abont  to  be  inttodneed ;  that  this 
.eootttry  is  now  to  attempt  the  mannfactnre  of 
the  almost  endless  list  of  goods  contained  in  the 
importer's  invoice;  no,  sir,  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tion, bni  simply,  will  yon  uphold  the  present 
manufactures  of  woollen  and  cotton,  against  the 
inundation  of  foreign  fabric^  co-operating  with 
the  nnexam^ed  pnee  of  cotton,  to  their  destniQ- 
tion? 

The  manufactures  in  question  are,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who 
has  in  bis  Message  so  strongly  recommended  tbem 
to  the  protection  of  Congress,  of  primary  want 
or  necessity ;  they  are  indispensable  to  the  com- 
munity, and  whenever  the  country  shall  be  in- 
Tolved  in  wir  with  Great  Britain  (from  whom 
we  receive  our  supplies,  and  with  whom  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  trade  ate  grcmtly  exposed  to  in- 
.tarmption)  the  same  disgmoeful  acenee  of  smng- 
gliog,  ftatid,  and  peijuries,  will  be  reacted  This 
event  is  ineriubfe}  there  is  no  other  resort;  if 
the  country  does  not  furnish  the  goods,  they  will 
be  procured  from  abroad.  It  is  no  light  consid- 
eration, that  our  country  supplies  the  raw  material 
of  both  wool  and  cotton,  while  the  wbole  of  the 
former  and  about  half  of  the  latter,  which  enters 
into  the  mannfactnre  of  imported  goods,  are  of 
foreign  growth,  and  much  of  the  eottoa  of  an  in- 
ferior quality. 

Arkwright's  machinery  has  produced  a  rerolu- 
tion  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton ;  the  inrention 
is  so  excellent,  the  effect  in  saving  labor  so  im- 
mense, that  five  or  six  men  are  suSieient  for  the 
management  ofa  factory  of  two  thousand  spindles, 
spinning  one  hundred  thousud  pounds  of  tmst 
or  yarn  yearly ;  the  other  hands  nre  mere  child* 
leo.  whose  labor  ia  oi  little  use  in  any  other  branch 
of  industrf.  The  nation  which  does  not  avail 
itself  of  this  machinery,  and  pays  another  nation 
for  fabrics  produced  by  it,  sacrifices,  in  the  situa- 
tion the  United  States  are  now  placed,  the  entire 
valae  of  the  abridged  labor  saved  by  the  machinery. 
It  is  a  maxim  of  political  economy,  laid  down  by 
8ir  James  Stewart,  that  "a  nation  ought  to  re- 
atrain,  by  duty  on  importation,  thai  which  mav 
be  produced  at  home,  and  to  manofhetore  as  mneh 
■a  possible  of  the  raw  material." 

The  same  writer  says,  that  a  mw  mam^at^ure 


H.orR. 


cannot  be  cstaUisbed  without  eneoaragement, 
without  restraint  on  importation:  old  establish" 
meats  in  possession  of  the  ground,  in  possesstoa 
of  capital,  (a  most  Important  consideration.)  in 
poMeaaioa  of  extended  machinery,  witb  all  ibe 
fruits  of  experience  in  akill  and  economy,  actuated 
by  a^ealousjr  against  rival  establishments,  rising 
into  competition,  which  never  steeps,  nerer  did 
cease,  in  any  age  or  country,  to  exert  their  undi- 
vided force  upon  these  rival  establishments,  and 
for  a  time  to  make  sacrifices  in  the  sale  of  their 
goods.  The  Oorernment  itself,  not  uofrequently 
lends  itself  by  bounties  on  export^  to  soch  oobal- 
lowed  designs  upon  the  manufactures  of  other  na- 
tions ;  where  these  nations  have,  as  is  the  case  of 
the  United  States,  been  long  the  great  customers 
and  consamers  of  the  fabrics  of  such  Goremment. 
b  this  mere  declamation,  or  is  the  chai^  supported 
by  faets^  attested  by  the  most  respectable  writers 
on  poUtteal  economy  1 

''Combinations  tj  thoas  engaged  in  apattienlsr 
brandirf  business  in  one  ootmtiy  to  frustrate  the  fint 
efibrts  to  introduce  it  into  another,  by  temponry  saoi- 
flees,  recompensed,  perhaps,  by  extraordinary  indemni- 
fications of  ttie  Government  of  sodi  ooontiy,  are  belisnd 
to  hare  existed,  and  are  not  to  be  r^wded  is  dettitnte 
ofprobebiUty.  liM  existence  or  assoranee  of  aid  from 
the  Gorerament  of  the  conntiy,  in  wbidi  the  (Nuaaeas 
is  to  be  intradaeed,  nuj  be  eweatial  to  tntify  adreft- 
tureraagamet  the  dwadrfanehcewbinstiwn  to  defeat 
their  e&ets  if  fiusBMl,  and  to  pnrcnt  their  being 
formed,  Igr  denwnstrating  that  dasf  aust  in  the  sod 
prove  finUlssa." 

This  is  the  language  of  Secretary  Hamilf  j 
one  of  the  brighteat  stars  in  our  p^itieal  hnais 
phere,  in  his  report  to  the  House  of  Repressali 
tives,  on  naniifaetnres,  in  the  year  1791.  B» 
further  says,  in  the  same  report— 

**  It  is  wdl  known  (and  parttetUar  exaai^es  in  fte 
eouiseof  this  report  rriU  be  cited)  that  esrtan  nations 
grant  bonntise  on  the  exprntatioa  of  partieBlar  com- 
modities,  to  enaUe  their  own.  werianan  to  unilsasJI 
and  supplant  aH  oompetitoa  In  tte  conatqr  to  wUek 
those  commodities  are  senL" 

The  enlightened  Secreury  stands  fully  sup- 
ported in  his  opinions  by  the  annals  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  in  the  correspoad- 
eifte  of  the  Provincial  Gtoreroors  in  America 
with  that  Board,  (as  recorded  by  Anderson  on 
Commerce)  for  above  half  a  century.  The  great 
Earl  of  Chnlbnn,  the  least  hostile  of  the  Bniish 
Ministry  to  America,  in  his  ^Meeh  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  the  addrase  to  the  King  in  1770.  (8d 
vol.  of  bis  life,  p.  9S,)  declares  hb  great  alarm 
for  the  manniaeturing  interests  of  Qreat  Britain, 
at  the  first  ellbrts  at  manufactures  in  America. 
The  same  alarm  was  manifested  at  the  non-irn- 
portation  associations  of  the  American  Colonfes 
under  the  stamp  act  of  1765,  and  those  associa- 
tions forced  from  the  Hinisiry  the  repeal  of  that 
darling  measure. 

Mr.  Brougham,  a  distinguished  British  writer, 
in  bis  "inquiry,"  published  in  1803,  sutes,  that 
"  the  mere  hat  manufactory  of  Massaebosetts  was 
an  object  of  jealousy  to  the  British  Legialaton." 
He  further  states,  that  "statutes  were  passed  ia 
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dM  nicB  of  QeoKne  tb«  24,  probibiiing  tbe  erm- 
tiam  of faraacet,  4e.  id  Amerioa." 

An  hoDoraUe  member  of  this  House  fromCoo- 
Beetieat,  id  bis  invaluable  treatise  on  "  Suuistics," 
mently  i>ublisbed,  pagn  6, 8,  aod  9,  has  given  a 
jost  deteriptioo  of  tne  continuing  hostile  policy 
of  Oreat  witaio  to  American  maDufaotures. 

iJpoD  what  other  principle,  sir,  can  ii  be,  that 
Idtherto  double  duties  have  added  nothing  to  the 
prica  of  cotton  io  the  market? 

IbegleavCyUi^Bov  to  rafer  to  the  Parliameatu-y 
htslovr  of  th«  interesting  events  which  led  to  tbe 
olir*  excluaioB  of  India  cotton  fabrim  from  oon- 
aanptMO  in  Great  Britain.  la  this  ve  shall  find 
ft  ^turc  of  our  own  times,  the  same  caases  oo- 
WFTiDC  to  oppress  manulaeturea,  and  a  remedy 
auch  more  severe  for  the  evil  is  now  pr^tosed. 
I  refer,  sir,  to  the  6th  vol.  ^e  877  and  Ml,  oi  Ao- 
daiton'a  Commerce  coatiaued  by  Cwnbe.  under 
the  year  1787.  From  thia  history  the  following 
facts  appear: 

That  Arkwfight's  uachioery^  then  reeently  iu- 
Tt&te^^b^  produced  a  revolution  in  tbe  cotton 

'^fJat  Bttah  aie  iha  difievltios  suendng  the  es- 
i^U»liB«at»f  M9rBM»»fBo«iimihiiiyhad  Udia 
ttoOtMa  ooalieMd  to  he  impoMM  it  voald  htve 
MntadtheeoMM  nmfhdiircaofChaalBritaitt. 

VmC  the  Bast  IndMi  OanmuiyaeMdly  i«l««s«d 
ihe  pri«aaof  ikair  cDoda  alov*  80  nr  eHit»fiiT 
Iht  pufffOBe  9S  ndeiMiUiag  «wl  mlaiBg  «be  Brif- 
ieh  naiMrfMtuft. 

Tbis  same  Bast  India  Company  is  now  raising 
Ae  saoM  weapui  a^nst  the  American  manu- 
teinrea,  aided  in  tbis  by  Qteat  Britain,  whioh 
tkat  Company  wielded  against  the  British  io  1707, 
mad  the  effect  in  prostrating  them  i»  as  certain. 
If  the  British  faetoiita  eonUT not  etmid  wuaat  the 
Beat  la^  importuiaai  hovia  U  poailhM  th«t  the 
Amarieao  can? 

The  amseat  rviaons  ataie  of  oar  eotian  Caeto- 
iiae,aiid  that  many  of  then  are  wfaoUy  auapaaded, 
«ihera  paitMty,  unat  ha  hum  lo  awf  ■»«- 
bers  of  this  House,  who  h«v«  &«  eoMcrik  it  the 
MiaUitbmcBta.  He  who  iistew  to  aad  acts  qpon 
Mgfestioiif  to  the  oontrary,  will  hereafter  expe- 
xlCDce  deep  r^pwt. 

I  proceed  to  aotiee  some  objeetioDs  to  enofnr- 
agittg  manufaetures.  It  is  said,  that  "iaduetry 
o«gfat  te  be  ltd  free  to  its  own  course."  Now, 
air,  tbis  ia  true  or  ftlse,  accordiog  to  eircumstan- 
ees.  Ijhe  most  maxims,  it  is  to  he  received  with 
qvaUfieatioBB  and  exceptions.  If  other  nalicms 
adopt  tbe  rule,  it  isoenerally  true ;  but  if  a  nation 
like  Qrcat  Britain  shall  swell  her  n^otiatioBson 
raanafactures  and  commeroe  into  a  systetn—into 
TOlnmes— secured  by  severe  penalties,  aasumiag 
to  maaufactnra  &>r  tbe  world,  and  excluding  the 
XMaufiMtures  of  all  the  world ;  if  this  great  pol- 
iey  is  psiaBed  with  a  tteady  eye  from  oentury 
to  eeniurjr,  by  which  a  wealth  and  power  is  ac- 
4iUi«d  that  AO  MtioB  of  so  small  imitory  ever 
,  attained,  does  the  maxim  apply? 

So  severe  was  tbe  regulation  in  Cheat  Britain, 
(hat  eloth  of  foreign  wool  was  by  statute,  in  tbe 
of  Henry  11^  required  to  he  banied.  All 


attempts  to  transfer  hct  artisaiis  or  the  iBstmamts 
of  manafaclure  to  other  oations  are  severely  pan- 
isbed.  At  times  a  bouirfy  is  given  on  tbe  expert 
of  goods,  as  well  as  en  tbe  import  of  the  raw  nft- 
lerial.  As  lo  India  ootten  &brtc^  the  ftdoaisMft 
for  coosamMioB  ia  prohibited  in  Fraaee,  HoUaad, 
and  other  European  Ooremments,  as  wdl  aa  by 
Great  BrilaiB. 

AgriealtBie  is  ontaialy  the  gmt  and  frmiie 
tbeaive  of  industry  in  the  Unitied  Slates,  asiL  ao 
long  as  oiH  surplns  ivodnetB  cao  find  a  good  fa^ 
eign  market,  it  should  be  the  first  ehfcct.  Bat, 
.how  is  tbis  Act  1  With  the  cxoeptioa  of  a  pa- 
riod  of  war,  no  such  market  is  fennd,  aad  ibe 
grain  ef  our  country  raised  beyond  coasuaiptioa 
must  rot  in  the  yraoary.  Lord  Sheffield,  ia  hii 
Amencan  Cmnmmse^  (page  20,)  slates  that  there 
never  was  a  good  laaim  for  Aoaerioaa  flour  mid 
wheat  for  mere  than  three  or  four  years.  Thoimb 
EuNfie  is  not  recovered  from  iat  abode  of  war, 
yet  Greet  fi^taia  is  now  giviac  s  boooty  oa  tha 
export  of  crain.  Wbese  can  tbe  Uoiced  Statea 
BOW  look  for  a  nurket  for  her  pain  equal  to  that 
at  home  1 

No  friend  of  his  eourtry  en  look  at  tbe  taaa- 
mow  impeetatioB  of  goods  into  tbe  Uaiiad  Btatas, 
the  past  year,  without  concern.  The  Britiab 
accounts  five  thiity  millieos  sierliar  fabore  one 
bnadted  and  thirty  miUioas  ^  doUars)  aa  the 
ammat  of  her  export  of  goods  to  the  Uaited  Btasea, 
while  our  whole  export  to  Gnat  Brimin  ia  twcnty- 
eae  millions  only.  Is  it  pessiUe  to  see  saeh  a 
course  of  trade  ia  any  other  tbaa  as  aaat 
ruiiKHis  to  tbe  ^oantry  ?  "  If  the  balance  o£  mde 
be  against  a  aati0B,it  is  her  iateieat  to  put  a  stw 
to  it,"  is  the  taaguitge  of  Sir  James  Stewart.  To 
ascertain  tbe  exact  balance  of  trade  is  alsnya 
dificult,  but  it  is  maaifent  that  tbe  United  Stales 
eauaot  ooatinae  this  present  coarse  of  trade  with 
Gnat  Britain  balfa  oozen  years  without  raiunB 
eonscquences.  The  trade  of  the  Coiled  StaMa 
witb  Great  Britaia  has  always  been,  ia  the  Ofte- 
ion  of  both  eountrie^  as  againat  the  United  BaStm } 
bat  the  hulanoe  agBinst  the  Uuied  States  was 
reimbnned  by  the  mvorable  uadewiA  the  Went 
Indies  and  ether  poMs,  wbieh  are  now  u  a  gteat 
degree  closed  on  us.  The  British  Qev>cmacat 
appears  at  leii^tU  to  have  adeucd  a  new  coarse 
01  policy,  strongly  rcaommeoffiBd  by  Mr.  Ander- 
son, tbe  oommereial  advocate  of  her  Auericaa 
proviaoee,  who  published  bis  book  in  1814.  By 
tbis  policy  the  Uaitod  Sutes  are  to  be  excladad 
from  the  commerce  of  the  British  West  ladies, 
and  resort  is  to  be  had  to  tbe  Canadas  and  New 
Brunswick  for  supplies  f»  the  West  iudiea. 
Hence,  very  heavy  duties  are  laid  on  tbe  admia- 
sion  of  cargoes  in  Amerioan  ships,  and  ouc  coiii> 
mereets  to  be  hedged  in  en  every  side. 

Tbe  importation  of  cotton  goods  into  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  from  Bciiiah  possessions  has  been  mnoh 
greater  than  is  gMeialk  aui^osed.  Ia  eaeb  of 
the  yean  1806  and  18Q7,ii  waa,  froaa  Baolaad. 
nineteen  aiUioas  «f  ddbrs ;  from  Seotlaiid  aa* 
Calcutta,  about  five  miUioaa.  Daring  tbe  laat 
year  the  importfttln  msi  bare  beea  beaiLy  doa- 
ble this  anwHBt 
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It  is  further  objected,  that  oar  maDafkcturers 
extort  extravagant  J)rices,  and  the  prices  dlir- 
Lb^  the  last  year  are  referred  to  in  support  of  the 
objection.    Is  this  cbai^e  agafast  mannffaetorers 
jtist  ?    Does  not  erery  member  of  this  Commit- 
tee know  that  the  charge  applies  equally  against 
all  classes  daring  the  late  wtir?   Did  not  the 
mercbant  who  had  el6ths  on  hand  profit  equally 
by  the  times?  Dtd  hs  tiot  ianwse  100  per  eeot 
profit  on  his  peace  importatioQ  f  Was  Dot  the  set- 
tled order  ofthiliss  uahinged  by  the  war,  add  did 
not  all  cUsses  exact  the  most  extr&vagabt  prices  7 
If  the  tnaQufatitare  of  cottons  were  a  mystery,  con- 
fined to  ft  few,  ibere  might  be  fodndatloa  for  the 
obje^tiofi  ;  but,  the  fact  is,  the  manuftieture  is 
simple— maehine  makers  greatly  multiplied — and 
the  maDofactore  is  now  actually  spread  over  more 
than  half  of  the  United  Stat».  It  begfta  in  the 
East,  has  spread  to  the  West,  and  has  now  actu- 
ally passed  the  mountains.  Instead  of  concert  to 
raise  prices,  competition  and  the  spirit  of  tlndef- 
setling  prevail  to  such  an  extent,  that  sales  sre 
often  made  without  a  profit. 

Justice  to  difibrent  portions  of  the  Union,  end 
the  harmoby  of  the  whole,  reqiuns  the  enedarage- 
xneut  of  manuiactDres. 

While  the  Sotith  has,  from  tbb  ttMtt  of  her 
cotton  and  totweco  alone,  reeeited  feootit  thirty 
millions  the  last  year,  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States,  harioff  no  such  great  staples,  most  of  ne- 
eessfty  turn  their  attention  to  manufatiturintt,  or 
become  greatly  impoverished,  to  the  injury  of  the 
■«hole.   The  relinquishment  of  the  port  duties 
by  the  Northern  and  Middle  Sutes.  to  t>ie  amount 
of  Dearly  three-fourths  of  the  customs,  the 
tidoption  of  the  Constitution,  creates  an  equitable 
claim  to  such  an  adjustment  of  the  duties  as  shall 
favor  and  protect  the  interests  of  those  States. 

The  Amount  of  duties  now  proposed  on  cottons 
atfd  woollens  will  be  found,  on  examioationj  to 
be  less  than  the  average  of  the  specific  duties. 
The  reason  of  the  former  low  duties  on  t^dbllens 
and  cottons  will  be  found  in  the  consideration 
that  at  that  time  thfe  maonf^tnre  had  not  been  , 
in  any  degree  established  in  the  United  States. 
Had  the  manufitetare  been  establbhed  to  the 
extent  it  Is  now,  insteftd  of  the  lowest,  a  moch 
h^er  rate  of  duties  would  have  been  imtxtsed. 

mr.  Ikuhah  spake  in  reply  to  the  statements 
and  arguments  offered  by  Mr.  Qabton  yesterday. 

Mr.  Mason  again  advocated  a  high  duty,  aQd 
moved  to  strike  out  the  limitation  of  two  years 
to  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  and  insert  four  years. 
This  motion  was  neraiived— ayes  67,  noes  72. 

Mr,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  then  proposed  to 
make  the  limit  of  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  duty 
three  years,  instead  of  two. 

Tills  motion  was  carried,  ayes  79,  noes  71— 
and  then  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  as  amended,  (twenty-five  per  cent, 
for  three  years,  and  twenty  per  cent,  thefcanei-,) 
wfta  agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Honsb  tnen  proceeded  with  the  remaln- 
ibg  tntudments  of  the  Comnlttee  of  the  Whole. 

Tht  the  question  of  agreeing  with  the  commit- 
tee on  redocing  the  dnty  on  imported  iron  from 
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seventy-five  to  45  cents  per  one  hundred  weight, 
Mr.  Bdrnside  demandea  the  yea.s  and  nays,  sad 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in — for  the  amend- 
ment 89,  against  it  51,  as  follows : 

YsA^^MsMR.  Alexander,  Archer,  AthertDn,  Bu- 
beur,  Baylies,  Boss,  Brtdbury,  Breckeniidge,  Bnsa, 
Caldwdl,  Champion,  Uhawell,  Chipinant  Cfflsy, 
ChurikB  of  NiHh  Csrdiiaa,  ClaytM,  Covper,  Cnw- 
foid,  Cteigfaton,  ColpspeT,  OuAberi,  Davnporl  IBA- 
wards,  Forney,  Fonjth,  Gaston,  Goldsbneu^,  Qood- 
wyn,  Orosrenor,  Hale,  HsU,  Hanson*  Herbwt,  Hegar, 
BoUMit,  HoBCsribrd,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  YuKlnia, 
Kent,  Kerr  of  VirguiS)  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lwi^ 
don,  Law,  Lewis,  Lots,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lomp^, 
Lyon,  Maiih,  McCoy,  McKee,  Middleton,  Moors, 
Alosel^,  Morfree,  Newon  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of 
Tirginia*  Newton,  N<^es,  Pickens,  Pickeriog,  Fitkid, 
Pleasants,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rosnc,  Rosa,  Rogglei^ 
Sarsge,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Smith  of  Yir- 
ginia.  Steams,  Strong,  Stoarl^  Stni^s,  Tsjior  df 
South  Carohns,  Telfiur,  Thomas,  Throop,  Vose,  Wsttt 
of  Massachusetts.  Webster,  Wheattm,  WlIeM,  Wlwd- 
ward,  Wright,  and  Taocey — 89. 

Nats— MMsrs.  Adgate,  Bser,  Baker,  Bassett,  Ifate- 
man,  Beniielt,'BirdsalI,  Bnxdu,  Bnmside,  Callmni, 
ClandennlA,  Conner,  Oodisron,  DarUnytMi,  DaAtt, 
CUasgow,  CkM,  Oriffln,  Hahn,  Hammond,  Haidid, 
Hawes,  Ho|AinMui,  Ingham,  Jachaon,  Jdknmof  K«t 
tai^,  Lyh,  Maday,  Masm,  Haynnt,  Hciaaa  af 
Seatnc^,  Milnor,  Onusby,  Pains,  Piper,  S«|oant, 
Schenck,  fihsrpe,  Southard,  Taggsrt,  TowasMld,  Wal- 
laee,  Ward  of  New  Tork,  Ward  of  New  Josw.  Wen-' 
doVer,  Whiteode,  Wilkin,  WiUou|^f  Thof.WikMB, 
WUliam  Wilson,  and  Tates— 61. 

In  the  progress  of  the  House  through  the  other 
aneftdments  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  HoMiiraoM 
made  as  unsoeoessfal  motion  to  raise  the  duty  ea 
shot  to  three  cents  per  pomd.  The  duty  origiB> 
My  was  one  eent,  and  raised  by  the  Cemaattlee 
to  two  cents. 

The  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment  re- 
specting lead,  dry  or  ground  in  oil,  &c.,  and  re- 
stored the  duty  to  three  cents  per  pound. 

Mh  STEARitb  moved  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  whicb  reduced  the  doty  on  browit 
sugar  (o  three  and  a  half  cents  per  pound  be 
ameaded,  Airther  reducing  the  duty  to  tWo 
cents  per  pound.  This  motion  was  decided,  bt 
yias  and  nays,  in  the  affirmative — for  the  amena- 
ment  86,  against  it  56,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Bser,  Bstemsn,  Baylies,  Bennett, 
Birdsall,  Boss,  Bradbory,  Brooks,  Bomside,  Chsifi- 
ptoo,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  N.  Carolina,  Clayton, 
Cleiidennin,  Comstock,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Grodte- 
ron,  Cutpeper,  Doritagton,  Davenport,  Edwards,  For- 
ney, Gaston,  GHasgow,  Goldsboiotwi,  Goodwyn,  Gros- 
venor,  Hthn,  Hale,  Hosier,  He^ert,  Hoj^sott, 
Huger,  Hungerford,  Jewett,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Viii^ttiti, 
King  of  North  Carofiba,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Love, 
Lovett,  Maday,  Maisb,  McKee,  Mihior,  llosel^, 
Nelson  of  Massadinsetts,  Ndson  of  Virginis,  Noyes, 
Parris,  Pickering,  Pi^,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Randolph, 
Reod,  Roane,  Ross,  Koggles,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Bfadf' 
fey,  Snuth  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Steams,  Starges, 
Taggart,  Townsend,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Mass^ 
ehnsetts,  Ward  of  New  Tork,  Webster,  Wendover, 
WbiteiBde,  WUcox,  WUkhT,  WiUoughby,  William 
Wilson,  Woodward,  Wiigfa^  and  Tane«y--8B. 
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Mati — Mema.  Adgtte,  Alexaader,  Archer,  AUur- 
ton,  Baker,  Butour.  BMMtt,  BetU,  Caldirelt,  Cd- 
IwDD,  Chipman,  CoDDer,  Creij^tOD,  Cathbait,  Dcaba, 
Toaythf  G(M,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hardin, 
Bawaa,  Hcndcfwnt,  Hnlbei^  Ziigham,  Jackion,  Jebn- 
•onof  Tirf**.  Jdmaon  of  Kaitncky,  Lowndea,  Lump- 
kin, Lyia,  Ljon,  Maaoo,  M^rant,  MeCt^,  McLean 
of  Kentneky,  Middleton,  Moore,  Newton,  Onubr. 
Pic^raa,  Pinkney,  Powell,  Ro^ni^,  Hoot,  Sehendc, 
Bfatjpe,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Strong,  Tanl,  TtyUrt  of 
Soath  CAroUna,  Telfiur,  Thomaa,  Wilde,  Thomaa 
Wilaen,  and  YatM— 66. 

And  tbe  amcDdmeDt  of  th«  Cominiaee,  as 
amended,  tcb  agreed  to  withoat  a  difision. 

The  datr  on  lump  sugar,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bmith  of  Maryland,  was  then  reduced  to  ten  cents 
per  pound,  instead  of  twelve,  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Tbe  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  tbe 
Committee  in  the  dutjr  on  wine,  and  restored  it 
to  ooe  dollar  per  gallon  on  London  particular 
Madeira,  and  eighty  eenu  per  gallon  on  all  other 
Madeira. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  PicKBaiNO,  so  to 
amend  the  pioriso  adopted  by  the  Committee 
icapectiag  India  cottons,  as  to  admit  all  importa- 
tions from  India,  within  one  year  after  tbe  30th 
Jane  next,  on  tbetr  paying  25  per  cent,  on  tbe 
oo&t  of  the  goods  in  India,  with  the  addition  of 
(he  nsoal  20  per  cent-j  in  other  words,  to  reduce 
the  amount  to  the  old  double  dnty. 

Mr.  P.  adrocated  his  motion  at  some  length, 
and  was  supported  with  zeal  bj  Mr.  Wahd,  of 
Hasaachntettn,  who  argued  that  it  would  be  on- 
joft  to  niin  one  class  of  citizens  to  benefit  ano- 
ther, which  would  be  the  effect,  if  those  merchants 
who  had  sent  out  orders  to  India  were  subjected 
to  the  heary  duty  repdrled  by  the  Committee. 

Before  the  question  on  this  amendment  was 
taken,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  adjourn. 


Thvrsoay,  April  4. 

BCr.  Nbwtom,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
meree  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  declar- 
ing the  assent  of  Cmigress  to  acts  of  the  State  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  authoriziag  the  City  Council  of 
Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the 
tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports ;  whioh  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  upon  tbe  subject  of  reveDue. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  iocorporate  a  com- 
pany for  making  certain  turnpike  roads  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  twice,  and 
oonunitted  to  the  Commtttee  for  the  Diatrtcc  of 
C^rinmbia. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 
The  Hons^  took  up  for  consideration  the 
amendmenli  of  the  Senate  to  the  hill  to  incor* 

S irate  the  snbseriben  to  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
tales.  Afier  the  amendmenu  had  been  rMd— 
Mr.  Calboith  obserred,  that  he  had  examined 
the  amendmenu ;  that  they  were  not  Important ; 
and  hoped  the  question  would  be  put  on  them 
generally. 


Apul,  1816. 


Mr.  RsNooLPH  objected  to  so  sudden  a  Aesis* 
ion  on  the  amendments ;  at  so  early  an  hour,  too, 
when  tbe  House  was  thin,  and  before  they  had 
befeo  -printed.  He  moved  that  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  be  postponed  until  to-mMrow.  j 

This  motion,  after  some  further  conTersaiioa  I 
between  Messrs.  Calbouit  and  Rahdolpb,  was  , 
agreed  to— ayes  60,  noes  SS.  I 

TBE  TARIFF. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe  ! 
report  of  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole^  on  the 
bill  to  regulate  tbe  duties  on  imports-Mr.  Pick-  | 
EHiNo's  motion  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty  oa  ' 
India  cottons,  to  the  rate  of  the  present  doable 
duties,  for  ooe  year  from  June  next,  being  stUl  I 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  PioEBBiRG  modified  his  motion  by  substi- 
tuting the  1st  of  March  for  the  30(h  of  Jane,  | 
1817,  as  the  period  within  which  vessels  arriving, 
and  which  sailed  from  the  United  Slates  hefon  . 
the  1st  of  February  last,  are  to  be  allowed  tbe 
benefit  of  the  amendment.  | 

Mr.  P.  added  some  remarks  to  those  he  offined 
yesterday  in  sapport  of  his  motion,  and  in  ex- 
planation of  the  difference  of  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject between  gentlemen  from  the  Eastern  States. 

Mr.  Mason  spoke  a  short  time  in  opposition  to 
tbe  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  read  a  letter  on  the 
subject  from  eeruin  merebants  in  New  York, 
and  offered  some  commercial  explanations,  with- 
out pointedly  opposing,  though  not  in  faTor  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  made  some  general  remarks  on 
the  trade  affected  by  tbe  proposed  amendment, 
and  on  the  inconsistency  of  the  policy  formerly 
and  now  pursued  on  the  subject  of  commerce. 
He  declared  his  unwillingness  to  sacrifice  the 
bona  fide  American  merchants  to  what  be  called 
the  mushroom  interest  which  bad  sprung  into 
favor ;  and  argued,  at  some  length,  and  with  some 
invective,  against  the  olgeet  of  the  billj  which  he 
characterized  as  a  scheme  of  pnUia  robbery ;  and 
concluded  bis  remarks  by  moving  the  indefiaite 
postponement  of  the  whole  snhject. 

After  some  conversation  on  tbe  snhject,  lAr. 
Ranuolpb  withdrew  his  motion,  with  thedecUi- 
ation,  that  it  h^d  been  made  upon  mature  reflec- 
tion, and  that  he  should  offer  tt  at  another  stage 
of  tbe  business. 

Mr.  WBBSTiiB  advocated  Mr.  Picebhiho's 
amendment,  as  an  act  of  strict  justice  to  those 
who  had  embarked  in  the  India  trade  before  the 
policy  of  the  Oovernmeot  on  tbe  subject  of  man- 
ufactures had  disclosed  itself,  and  belore  they  had 
any  reason  to  expect  so  great  and  sudden  a  change 
in  that  policy,  and  argued  to  show  that  its  adop- 
tion would  not  injure  the  manufacturing  interest, 
as  the  goods  now  ordered  would,  in  any  event, 
arrive  in  the  country,  and,  being  selected  particn- 
larly  for  this  market,  must  be  consumed  here,  no 
matter  at  what  loss  to  tbe  importer. 

Mr.  Telfair  opposed  the  amendment ;  protest- 
ing against  taxing  tbe  community  one  day  to  fos- 
ter the  interest  of  (he  manufacturers,  aotl  on  the 
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jwzt  to  Konre  to  the.  mereaatjle  cUss  »  bigh 
profit,  and  against  legisUtiog  for  particular  cases 
inatead  of  od  a  geoeral  aad  natioDal  scale. 

Mr.  Wbight  argued  a  sbort  time  oq  tbe  same 
side. 

Mr.  ItCQBAH,  thoagh  very  frieodty  to  toe  maa- 
ufacturers,  thongbt  tlie  amendmeDt  fair  and  rea- 
sonable, and  socn  a  one  as  ongbt  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Hdlbbrt,  also,  though  rery  friendljr  to  the 
laanufacturers,  concurred  in  opinion  with  Mr. 
iNaHaM,  and  thought  the  nmendineat  ooght  to 
iwerail.  > 

Mr.  Pftkin  supported  the  anuBdment  on  tbe 
same  noonds. 

Mr.  riOKBBiMG  replied  to  the  argament  of  Mr. 
Tbltaib,  and  argued  ftarther  in  support  of  his 
amoidmaDt. 

Mr.  HorxiMBON  supported  the  ameadmeot  at 
some  length,  on  the  ground  of  justice  to  the  mer- 
chants eoDcerned,  declaring  that  it  was  giving 
them  no  more  than,  under  similar  eircumsunces, 
would  be  granted  to  th«m  by  an  enemy;  which 
point  he  supported  by  various  argomenta  and 
illustiations. 

The  question  on  tbe  amendment  was  then  de- 
cided in  tbe  affirmative  b?  a  large  majority;  tbe 
word  "  nineteen"  being  aubslituted  therein  in  lieu 
of  "  tweoiy-flTe,"  on  motion  of  filr.  Cbampioii, 
and  the  amendment  was  adopted  in  the  following 
words : 

**  Pnmded,  That  cotton  pieea-goodt  of  India,  im- 
ported in  diipa  or  Tenels  of  the  United  States,  which 
•hall  ban  sdled  from  the  U^ted  States  befim  the 
first  day  of  Febnury  last,  and  shall  airire  tfi«ran  be- 
tween the  80th  of  Jane,  1B16,  and  the  first  of  Mkich, 
1817,  (the  original  cost  of  which  cotton  piece-goods, 
at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  have  bean  less 
than  twenty-five  cents  per  eqaare  yard)  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  entry,  subject  only  to  a  duty  of  33^  per  cent 
<m  the  cost  of  the  said  oottoa  piece-goods  in  India, 
and  on  the  usual  addttkm  of  twen^  per  cent  on  that 
cost" 

The  remaiaing  amendraents  reported  to  the 
bill  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  hsTing  ba en 
ancceasiTely  concurred  in — 

Mr.  R&MDOLpB  moved  to  strike  ont  so  mach  of 
the  proviso  of  the  second  seetion  at  Axes  the 
minimum  price  of  cotton  goods  (except  nankeens 
directly  from  Cbioa)  at  twenty-five  cents  per 
square  yard. 

Mr.  R.  then  entered  into  a  pretty  wide  discus- 
sion of  his  motion,  avowing  his  willingness  to 
encourage,  as  far  as  was  proper,  those  manufac- 
tures of  cloths  conducted  in  tbe  families  uf  our 
citizens,  and  argued  against  the  propriety  of  pro- 
moting tbe  manufacturing  establishmenu  to  the 
extent,  and  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  bill, 
and  against  laying  up  eight  thousand  tons  of 
sbipptog  now  employed  in  tbe  East  India  trade, 
and  levying  an  immense  tax  on  one  portion  of 
the  community  to  pat  money  into  the  pockets  of 
another. 

Mr.  Calbodh.— The  debate  heretofore  on  this 
snbjecit  has  been  on  the  degree  of  protection  which 
ooght  to  be  aflbrded  to  our  cotton  and  woollen 
manafactores   all  professing  to  be  friendly  t9 
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those  infant  establishments,  and  to  be  witling  to 
extend  to  them  adequate  encouragement.  The 
present  motion  assumes  a  new  aspect.  It  is  in- 
troduced professedly  on  the  ground  that  manu- 
factures ought  not  to  receive  any  encouragement^ 
and  will,  in  its  operation,  leave  our  cotton  estab- 
lishmenis  exposed  to  the  competition  of  tbe  cot- 
ton goods  of  the  East  Indies,  which,  it  is  acknowl- 
edged on  all  sides,  they  are  not  capable  of  meet- 
ing with  BQccess,  without  tbe  proviso  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out  by  the  motion  now  under  disco** 
sion.  Until  the  debate  assumed  this  new  form, 
he  had  determined  to  be  silent}  participating,  as 
he  largely  did,  in  that  general  anxiety  whion  is 
feit,  auer  so  long  and  lalrorious  a  session,  to  return 
to  the  bosom  ol  our  families.  But  on  a  suhject 
of  such  vital  importance,  touching,  as  it  does,  the 
security  and  permanent  prosperity  of  one  coun- 
try, he  hoped  that  tbe  House  would  indulge  him 
in  a  few  observations.*  He  regretted  much  his 
want  of  preparation — he  meant  not  a  verbal  pr^ 
aration,  tor  he  had  ever  despised  such,  but  that 
dae  and  mature  meditatioo  and  arrangement  of 
thought,  which  tbe  House  is  entitled  to  on  the 
part  of  those  who  occupy  any  portion  of  their 
time.  Rut  whatever  his  arguments  might  want 
on  ibat  aecoont  in  weight,  he  hoped  might  be 
made  up  in  the  diidaterestednesa  of  his  siioaUon. 
He  was  no  manofaetarer ;  he  was  not  from  that 
portion  of  our  country  supposed  to  be  peculiarly 
interested.  Coming,  as  he  did,  from  the  South, 
having,  ia  common  with  hi&  immediate  constitu- 
ents, no  interest  bat  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
in  selling  its  products  high,  and  buying  cheap  the 
wants  and  eonveniencies  of  life,  no  motive  could 
be  attributed  to  him  but  such  as  were  disinter- 
ested. 

He  bad  asserted,  that  the  subject  before  tbem 
was  connected  with  the  security  of  the  country. 
It  would,  doubtless,  by  some  be  considered  a  rash 
assertion,  but  be  conceived  it  to  be  susceptible  of 
the  clearest  proof,  and  he  hoped,  with  doe  atun- 
tion.  to  esublish  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House. 

^The  seenriiy .of  a  country  mainly  depeula.OB 
its  spirit  and  iu  meant ;  and  the  latter  jwineipaUy 
on  Its  moneyed  resounes.  Modified  at  the  ia- 
dustry  of  ihit  eooiury  now  is,  combined  with  our 
peculiar  sitaaticM,  and  want  of  a  naval  ascend- 
ency, whenever  wa  have  the  misfortane  to  be  ia- 
Tolved  in  a  war  with  a  nation  dominaat  on  the 
ocean,  and  it  is  almost  only  with  such  we  can  at 
present  be,  the  moneyed  resources  of  the  country, 
to  a  great  extent,  must  fail.  He  took  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  it  was  the  duty  of  this  body  to  adopt 
those  measures  of  prudent  foresight  which  the 
event  of  war  made  necessary.  We  cannot,  he 
presamed,  be  iodifiereot  to  dangers  from  abroad, 
unless,  indeed,  the  House  is  prepared  to  indnlgt 
in  the  phantom  of  eternal  peace,  which  seemed  to 
possess  the  dream  of  tome  of  its  membert.  Coold 
such  a  ttate  exis^  no  foretight  or  fortitude  would 
be  necetiary  to  eoodact  the  afikirs  <tf  the  Repab- 
lie ;  but  at  it  is  the  mere  illaaioo  of  the  imagina- 
tion—as every  people  who  ever  has  or  ever  will 
exist,  are  subject^  to  the  vicissitudes  of  peace 
and  war,  it  must  ever  be  considered  at  tbe  plain 
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Rotate  of  wivdom,  io  peace  to  prepare  fbr  war. 
Wbat,  then,  let  as  coonder,  coosillute  the  r«- 
aoorcea  of  this  eoantry,  and  wbat  are  the  effects 
of  war  OD  ihem?  Commerce  and  agricDliDre, 
lill  latoljr,  almost  the  only,  still  coasiitate  the 
fnrittoipal  sources  of  our  wealth.  So  Iod^  as  these 
tMOaiD  uniBterrupted^  the  eoootrT  prospers;  but 
wtr,  as  we  are  now  eiremastaneed,  is  eqnattf  de- 
MroetiTe  to  boifa.  They  both  depead  on  foreign 
lAsrkatB,  uid  our  eonotry  is  placed,  as  it  regaras 
dHHD,  in  a  aHoalioa  atriaUy  insnlar;  a  wideoeeao 
foUa  iwtweeB.  Our  eottAeree  neiiber  h  or  can 
be  proteoted  by  the  present  means  d'the  eohntry. 
What  (has,  are  the  effects  of  a  war  whh  a  mar- 
Mme  Power— with  Bnglaad?  Oar  commerce  an- 
■Ihitated,  trpreading  indif  idnal  misery,  and  pro- 
dooisp  national  poverty;  onr  agriculture  ent  off 
from  Its  Bcenstomed  maiket&  tbesurptas  prodaet 
«rtfae  famtr  perishes  on  hit  bands;  and  he  teases 
t*  produce,  because  he  ennot  sell.  His  resources 
Me  dried  ap,  while  his  expeoKs  are  greatly  in- 
«naiad ;  as  all  maaufaciored  articles,  the  neee9> 
earies  as  well  as  the  eooTeni«Miea  of  life,  rise  to 
SB  extntTagani  price.   The  recent  war  fell  with 

Coaliar  presHre  on  thegrewers  of  eonoo  and 
ceo,  «M  other  great  staplea  of  the  coontryj  and 
ihs  eaiM  sute  ol  things  will  recur  in  the  tfreht 
«f  uMiber,  unlefltr  prevented  by  the  fonMltfbt  of 
thio  body.  If  the  mere  sutemnt  of  facts  £d  not 
evrry  eoorletlon  to  any  mind,  as  be  conceired  it 
ift  aaleiriated  to  do,  additional  arguments  migfat 
W  drawn  from  the  general  nature  of  weaUh. 
Neither  agriculture,  mana&ctorres,  b»  eommerce, 
liken  separately,  is  the  eanse  of  wvalth ;  it  flows 
firom  the  three  combined,  and  cannot  exist  wiih- 
oat  each.  The  wealth  of  any  single  nation,  or 
any  indindual,  it  is  true,  may  not  immediately 
depend  on  the  three,  but  aach  wealth  always 
pnsapposes  their  ezittenoe.  He  viewed  the 
Words  in  the  most  enlarged  sense.  Withoat 
oemmetoe,  industry  would  hare  no  stimnlus; 
without  naaufcetures,  it  would  be  without  the 
MNim  of  prodnetlon ;  and  withoat  agricuhnre, 
Milher  of  the  ocbera  ean  sobsiet.  When  separ- 
mad  entirely  and  periMncntly,  they  perish.  War 
In  thia  eottotry  produces,  to  a  gteat  extent,  that 
cAot  { and  hence  the  grent  embtrnasments  which 
Mlow  in  its  train.  The  failure  of  the  wealth 
Mid  resourees  of  the  nation  oeeessarily  invirfred 
the  rain  of  its  iaauces  and  its  curreoey.  It  is  ad- 
mitted, by  the  most  strenuous  advocates  on  the 
ocber  side,  that  no  couutry  ooght  to  be  dependent 
on  another  for  its  means  of  defence;  that,  at  least, 
oar  nusket  aod  bayonet,  our  cannon  and  ball, 
ought  to  be  of  domestic  manufhcrare.  But  what, 
he  ask«d,  is  more  necessary  to  the  defence  of  a 
eountrr  than  its  currency  and  finance?  Crreum- 
ataneed  as  our  country  is,  can  these  stand  the 
•hock  of  wnr  7  Behold  the  effect  of  the  late  war 
m  tb«m  I  Whoi  our  munfaetsm  are  ^wn  to 
a  MTfaia  perfection,  as  they  soon  will  under  the 
liwicvtig  care  of  Government,  wo  will  no  longer 
esporleiKe  Uiese  erflt.  The  ftrmer  iHIl  find  a 
VMdy  market  for  his  rari^us  produce ;  and,  what 
is  almost  of  equal  conseq^aenee,  a  certain  and 
obMp  supply  fli*  all  bis  wants.  Hb  praperity 


will  diffuse  itself  to  every  clase  in  the  eomm- 
nit^ ;  and  instead  of  that  lauguor  of  induMrr,  and 
individnal. distress  now  Incident  to  asttfte  of  wtnr, 
and  suspended  eommeroe,  the  wealth  Mid  vigor 
of  the  community  will  not  be  materially  impair^ 
ed.  The  arm  of  QovemtDent  will  be  ne^ed,  and 
taxes  in  tho  boor  of  dinger,  when  eeseatial  to  the 
tndependenee  of  the  nation,  maV  he  tfrCkUf  in- 
oreMed ;  loa&s,  iw  inoenaia  «id  iwMmWM,  nay 
be  less  relied  ofi;  thus  iHuated,  the  mam  mmj 
beat  withoat,  but  within  nil  will  te  qtiM  M 
safe.  To  give  perfection  lo  this  state  of  thHtgt, 
it  will  be  Mcessary  to  add,  n  soon  as  ptiasHklc,  a 
system  of  internal  improvements,  and  at  Mil 
neh  an  exieasion  of  onr  navy  as  will  prmat 
the  cutting  off  our  coasting  trade.  The  aiMft- 
tage  of  each  is  so  striking,  as  not  to  rcqnire  illo*> 
trasioaj  espemally  after  the  exptfrieace  of  the  re- 
cent war.  It  is  tbns  the  resources  of  this  Qov^ 
erarncnt  and  people  would  be  placed  beyond  At 

Kver  of  a  ibrmn  war  materinlly  to  impair, 
t  it  may  be  said,  that  the  deraagenMni  tlmtk 
experleoecd  rBsnlted,Bat  from  th««a»e  ats^pMd, 
bat  from  the  errors  or  the  weakness  «f  the  Oov- 
erameat.  He  adnltiad  that  many  fiaaiKM  bkin- 
ders  werv  aoiniaincd,  for  tha  saqMt  wa>  naw  le 
as ;  that  the  (axes  wen  not  laid  saflelMCly  earty, 
or  to  aa  gleat  an  extent  as  they  ought  to  have 
been ;  aod  that  the  loans  were  in  some  iostaneas 
injudiciously  made;  but  be  ventured  to  aSMn, 
that  had  the  graatosi  foresight  and  fortitode  beea 
exerted,  the  dnhartaslnlant  would  bav^s  hMn  stiU 
vary  great;. and  that  evea  ndet  th«  best  OMA- 
agettCBt,  the  total  detwi||«aiest  Which  Wits  *e- 
iiMlty  Mt  wauM  aot  have  bean  poatpMedslgkwn 
months,  had  tbef  war  so  long  eontianetf.  fidnr 
coald  k  be  othctfwfse?  A  war,  such  as  rhi^eAun- 
rry  Was  (ben  involved.  Io,  ita  a  great  Meastire  ^Ha 
up  the  resourees  of  individtials.  as  be  bad  alr^ddy 
proved ;  and  the  resources  of  the  (loVeniibeiat  ire 
no  more  than  the  aggr^are  of  the  surplus  in- 
comes of  individuals,  ealwd  into  action  by  a  sys- 
tem of  taxation.  It  is  certainly  a  great  poliiteal 
evil,  iaeident  to  the  eharaeter  of  the  iftdnstry  of 
this  country,  that,  however  ptosperons  oar  tittta- 
tion  when  at  |>eace,  with  Uttintemimed  com- 
merce, and  nothing  then  could  exceed  it,  die  itto- 
meot  that  we  were  invtrfved  in  war  the  Whole  is 
reversed.  When  resources  are  most  needed; 
when  indispensable  to  maintain  the  faoDor,  yes, 
the  very  existence  of  the  nation,  then  they  desert 
us.  Our  currency  is  also  sore  to  experience  the 
shock,  and  becomes  so  deran|^d,  as  to  prevent  us 
from  calling  out  fairly  whatever  of  means  is  left 
to  the  country.  The  result  of  a  war  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  our  naval  power,  is  the  Uockade  of 
our  seacoasi,  aod  consequent  destruction  of  onr 
trade.  The  wants  and  habits  of  the  eouatry- 
founded  OD  the  use  of  foreign  articles,  most  be 

5 ratified;  importation  to  a  certain  extent  eoD- 
nneiL  dtrongh  the  policy  of  the  enemy,  or  iffl- 
lawful  traffic ;  the  exportation  of  onr  birixy  arti- 
cles is  prevetkted,  too ;  the  specie  of  tfaa  coonuy 
Is  drawn  to  pay  tin  balanee  nerpetaaUjr  ueMiia- 
laiing  against  tn  j  and  the  noal  lestilt  is  a  total 
derangament  of  our  earreney. 
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T«  this  dwtffasiiog  sWe  of  tkiD|s  iheu  wen 
fcwo  Tcn«die8,  and  oaljr  two^  one  in  onr  powtr 
HDuediatelf,  the  othtr  ra(|UMriD(  mneh  time  ud 
exertion  ;  but  both  eooMitutiog,  la  bU  opmion, 
the  essential  policy  of  ihit  country ;  b«  meant 
the  NaTy,  and  domeatie  manofaetures.   Bv  the 
former,  we  could  o^en  tbe  way  to  onr  msrireu ; 
by  the  latter,  we  biififf  tbem  from  beymtd  the 
ocean,  and  naturalize  tbem.  Had  we  tbe  DKaas 
of  auaining  an  immediate  Daval  aseendeoey,  he 
aekoowledged  that  the  polioy  reeoauncaded  by 
this  bill  weold  be  very  foeatiaoable ;  but  aa  tbts 
^8  sot  the  faei— it  it  a  period  remote,  with  any 
eaenioBi  and  will  be  probably  laore  so,  from  that 
.idttxatioo  of  oertioa.  eo  natanl  in  peace,  when 
nneaaaaty  it  mot  fMi,  it  beeame  tbe  duly  of  this 
.House  to  rewrt,  to  a  conaiderafale  extea^  at  least 
as  far  as  it  proposed,  to  tbe  only  remaining  rem- 
edy.  Bat  to  this  it  has  been  objected,  Uiii  tbe 
coaDiry  is  not  prepared,  and  that  tbe  nsnU  of 
our  prematnre  exertion  would  be  to  briag  distress 
on  It,  without  effecting  tbe  intended  object. 
Were  it  so,  bowerer  urgent  the  reasons  in  iu 
faTor,  we  ought  to  desist,  as  it  is  folly  to  oppose 
the  laws  of  neoeuity.  But  lie  eoald  not  for  a 
moment  yield  to  tbe  assertion ;  on  the  contrary, 
lie  firmly  believed  that  tbe  country  is  prepared, 
eTen  to  matarity,  for  the  introdnouoa  of  manu- 
factures. We  l^ve  abuadanee  of  reeourees,  and 
things  naturally  tend  at  ibit  moment  in  that 
direction.  A  prosperooi  eommaree  has  ponred 
an  immense  amount  of  commercial  capital  into 
this  conntry.  Tbie  capital  has,  iintil  lately, 
found  oceuiAiion  in  commerce}  bnt'tbat  slate  of 
the  world  which  transferred  it  to  this  eoaatry, 
and  gsTe  it  aetire  empleymenL  has  passed  away, 
aerer  to  return.  Where  shall  we  now  find  fut 
employment  for  our  prodigious  amouat  of  too- 
xiage ;  where  markets  for  the  numerous  and  aban- 
dant  products  of  our  country  ?  This  great  body 
of  active  capital,  which  for  the  moment  has 
found  sufficient  employment  in  supplying  our 
markets,  exhausted  by  the  war,  and  measnres 
preceding  it,  must  find  a  new  direction ;  it  will 
not  be  idle.  What  channd  can  it  take  but  that 
of  manufactures?   This,  if  things  eontione  M 
they  are,  will  be  its  direction.   It  will  introdoce 
a  new  era  in  oar  afiair^  in  many  respects  highly 
advantageons,  and  on^^bt  to  be  conntenaoced  by 
Ute  GoTemment.  Bcudea,  we  hare  already  tur- 
mtinnted  the  greatett  diffieolty  that  has  ever  been 
foond  in  andertakin|;s  of  this  kind.   The  cotton 
and  woollen  mannlactares  are  not  to  be  intro- 
daeed— they  are  already  introduced  to  a  great 
extant;  freeing  us  entirely  from  the  hazards, 
aad,  in  a  great  measure  the  aacti&ces  experienced 
in  gtTing  the  capital  of  the  country  a  new  direc- 
tion. The  restrictive  measures  and  the  war, 
though  not  intended  for  that  purpose,  have,  by 
the  necessary  operation  of  things,  turned  a  la^e 
amoautof  capital  to  this  new  branch  ef  industry. 
He  bad  often  beard  it  said,  both  in  and  oot  of 
Congress,  that  this  effect  alone  would  iodeomi^ 
tbe  country  for  all  of  its  losses.  &o  high  rnw 
this  lene  of  Ming,  when  the  want  of  these  eo- 
MUUkMata  weie  pmtisaUyieU,  thnthtreMMl^ 


bered,  daring  the  war,  when  seme  questien  wts 
agitated  respectiag  tbe  inlrodiKtion  of  foreign 
goods,  that  many  then  opposed  it  on  tbe  groond 
of  injuring  our  nannfaeuires.  He  then  said  that 
war  alone  furnished  sufficient  stimnlns,  and  per- 
haps too  a»di,  as  it  wovtd  make  their  growth 
anuaiarally  rapid ;  bat,  that  on  the  return  Of 
penc^  it  woald  then  be  time  to  show  our  affec* 
tiott  for  tbem.  He  at  that  time  did  not  expeot 
an  apathy  and  arersioa  to  the  extent  which  It 
now  seen.  But  it  will  no  doubt  be  said,  if  they 
are  so  i«r  established,  and  if  the  sitaatien  of  the 
ooontry  is  to  favorable  to  their  growth,  where  n 
the  aecesMty  of  allbrdiii^  tbem  pf oteeiion  1  It 
it  to  pus  tbem  beyond  the  reach  of-ewitlngen#f. 
Betides,  capital  it  not  yet,  tad  cannot,  fw  smm 
time,  be  adiasted  to  the  new  state  of  things. 
There  it,  in  faot,  from  the  opentira  of  temporary 
causes,  a  great  pretsnre  on  these  eataMishment^ 
They  had  extended  so  rapidly  daring  tbe  late 
war,  that  many,  be  feared,  were  without  the  re- 
i]aisite  snrplos  capital  or  sJciU  to  meet  the  present 
wisis.  Should  such  ptovt  to  be  tbe  fact,  it  wwrtd 

five  a  back  set,  and  might,  to  a  great  extent,  en- 
anger  their  ultimate  taeceu.  Should  the  pres- 
ent owners  be  ruined,  aad  the  workmen  dispersed 
aad  turn  to  other  pursuits,  the  country  woaM 
sostain  a  great  loss.  Booh  would,  no  doobt,  be 
the  fiMt  to  a  oootiderable  extent,  if  not  proteoied. 
Besides,  enevrnttaBoet,  if  we  act  with  wisdoea. 
are  faveraUe  to  attract  to  onr  ooantry  moefa  ikm 
and  indnttrr.  The  eoMtry  in  Borope  hiviag 
the  meat  tkilfiil  workmen  is  bteken  up.  It  b  to 
nt,  if  wisely  nsed,  mora  T^aaUs  than  lb«  MMl 
of  the  Edict  of  nantz  waa  to  Bnglnnd*  8be 
had  the  prodence  to  profit  by  it ;  let  ns  not  dia* 
cover  lets  political  saneity.  Aflbrd  to  iogennity 
and  indnstrr  imme£ate  ami  ample  pfMecfitM, 
and  they  will  not  fail  to  give  a  preference  to  thb 
free  aad  happy  coaatry. 

It  has  been  objected  to  this  bill,  that  it  will  in-' 
jure  oar  marine,  and  eonseqoently  impatr  oar 
naval  stiength.  How  ihr  it  is  fairly  liable  to  this 
charge,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say.  He  hoped 
and  believed  it  would  not,  at  least  to  any  alarm- 
iag  exuntj  have  that  effeoi  Immediately ;  aad  he 
firmly  believed  that  its  lasting  <^[>eration  would 
be  hq^ly  beaefleial  to  onr  commerce.  The  trade 
to  the  Bast  Indiet  wootd  certainly  be  ttooh  af- 
fected ;  but  it  was  staled  in  driiale  that  the  whole 
of  thM  trade  em|riayed  Iwt  six  htindred  sailors. 
Bot  whatever  aught  be  the  Iocs  in  this,  or  other 
bnnchet  of  our  foreign  QOmmeree,  be  trotted  it 
would  be  amply  compensated  in  our  coasting 
trade— a  braaoh  of  imn^tion  wholly  in  oar  own 
hands.  It  has  at.  all  times  employed  a  gmt 
amoont  of  icmaage,  tomethiag  more,  he  believed, 
than  oneHhiid  of  tbe  whole ;  nor  is  it  liable  le 
the  ioroutatioa  thrown  out  by  a  member  frooa 
North  CatoUna,  (Mr.  Oastoh,)  that  it  prodac«d 
iaferioi  sailors.  It  required  lo^  and  dangerotis 
voyages  i  and,  if  his  information  was  correct,  no 
branch  ei  trade  made  better  or  more  skilfol  sea- 
men. The  fact  that  it  Is  wholly  in  onr  own 
haads  ita  vary  important  one.  while  every  branah 
of  onr  faraign  traM  nmat  saabr  fren  aompatitiwi 
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with  otber  nations.  Other  objectioDs,  of  a  polit* 
ical  character,  were  made  to  the  encouragemeDt 
of  manufactures.  It  is  said  they  destroy  the 
moral  and  physical  power  of  the  people.  This 
might  formerly  bare  been  true  to  a  considerable 
extent,  before  the  perfection  of  machinery,  and 
wbeo  the  success  of  the  manufactures  depended 
on  the  minute  subdiTiaion  of  labor.  At  that 
timeil  required  a  large  portion  of  the  population 
of  a  couDtrv  to  be  eng^aged  in  them  ;  and  every 
minute  subdivision  of  labor  is  undoubtedly  unfa- 
vorable to  the  intellect;  but  the  great  perfection 
of  machinery  has  in  a  considerable  degree  obvi- 
ated these  objections.  In  fact  it  has  been  stated 
that  the  manufacturing  districts  in  England  fur- 
nish the  greatest  number  of  recruits  to  her  army, 
and  that,  as  soldiers,  they  are  not  materially  in- 
ferior to  the  rest  of  her  population.  It  has  been 
further  asserted  that  manufactures  are  the  fruit- 
ful cause  of  pauperisnq,  and  England  has  been 
referred  to  as  furnishiag  conclusive  evidence  of 
its  truth.  For  his  part,  he  could  perceive  no 
snch  tendency  in  them,  bat  the  exact  contrary, 
as  they  furnished  new  stimulus  and  meins  of 
subsistence  to  the  laboring  classes  of  the  eom- 
manity.  We  ought  not  to  look  to  the  cotton  and 
woollen  establishments  of  Great  Britain  for  the 
prodigious  numbers  of  poor  with  which  her  pop- 
ulation was  disgraced.  Causes  much  more  effi- 
cient exist.  Her  poor  laws,  and  statutes  regula- 
tine  the  price  of  labor,  with  heavy  taxes,  were  the 
real  causes.  But  if  it  must  be  so ;  if  the  mere  fact 
that  England  manufactured  more  than  any  other 
country,  explained  the  cause  of  ber  having  more 
beggars,  it  is  just  as  reasonable  to  refer  her  cour- 
age, spirit,  and  all  her  masculine  virtues,  in  which 
ahe  excels  all  other  nations,  with  a  single  excep- 
tion—be meant  onr  own— in  which  we  might 
without  vanity  challenge  a  pre-eminence.  Ano* 
iher  objection  had  been  made,  which  he  mast 
acknowledge  was  better  founded,  that  oapital  em- 
ployed in  manafacturing  produced  a  greater  de- 
pendence on  the  part  of  the  employed,  than  in 
commerce,  navigation,  or  agriculture.  It  is  cer> 
tainly  an  evil,  and  to  be  regretted  ;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  a  decisive  objection  to  the  system,  espe- 
cially when  it  had  incidental  political  advantages 
which,  in  his  opinion,  more  than  counterpoised 
it.  It  produced  an  interest  strictly  American,  as 
much  so  as  agriculture;  in  which  it  had  the  de- 
cided advantage  of  commerceor  navigation.  The 
country  will  from  this  derive  much  advantage. 
Again,  it  is  calculated  to  bind  together  more 
closely  onr  widely-spread  Republic.  It  will 
^atly  increase  our  mutual  dependence  and  in* 
teieoune ;  and  will,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
excite  an  increased  attention  to  internal  improve- 
ment— a  subject  every  way  so  intimately 'con- 
nected with  the  ultimate  attainment  of  national 
strength,  and  the  perfection  of  our  political  insti- 
tations.  He  regarded  the  fact  that  it  would  make 
the  parts  adhere  more  closely ;  that  it  would  form 
a  new  and  most  powerful  cement,  far  outweigh- 
ing any  political  objections  that  might  be  urged 
against  the  system.  In  his  opinion  the  liberty 
and  the  union  of  the  country  were  inseparably 


united.  That  as  the  destruction  of  thtlu 
would  most  certainly^  involve  the  \arma.%\ 
maintenance  will  with  equal  certaiotrjim 
it.  He  did  not  speak  lightly.  He  badoraa 
long  revolved  it  in  his  mind,  andhebiJcis 
ealiy  examined  into  the  eamtes  that  dntn^j 
liberty  of  other  States.  There  ire  oistitr 
apply  to  us,  or  apply  with  a  force  toalirs.  Tl 
basis  of  our  Republic  is  too  broad,  andiBarN 
ure  too  strong  to  be  shaken  by  tbem.  IboM 
sion  and  organization  will  befoaDduiU 
effectual  security  against  their  opentioa;  telei 
it  be  deeply  impressed  on  the  heart  of  tlUtHNi 
and  country,  that  while  they  guarded 
old.  they  exposed  us  to  a  new  aad  tem'Uete 
ger — disunion.  This  single  word  coBpreiaM 
almost  the  sum  of  our  political  da^eii;d 
against  it  we  ought  to  be  perpeiuIlyfunM. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  answered  briefly  tome  of  lb 
Calhoun's  arguments. 

Mr.  Randolph  entered  inioanoKpiruca'ii 
reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  furtberuiuawia 
support  of  his  opinions. 

Mr.  Gaston  also  spoke  some  dmt  ii  ie[itT  i° 
Mr.  Calhoun,  and  in  support  of  the  opiniwui! 
statements  he  advanced  on  the  iiili^<»i^ 
mer  occasion. 

Mr.  Newton^  in  a  speech  of  itw^  twohmis, 
advocated  the  bill  and  the  proKeiwo  c&<n<a 
posed  to  our  manufactures,  eateiiog  iato  a  foil 
discussion  of  the  general  quntinaf  pKMUluf 
domestic  fabrics.  ' 

Mr.  Hale  moved  to  modify  ibemo^bT^ 
ducing  the  minimum  price  spccifictllr  to | 
cents  per  square  yard. 

This  motion  was  decided  in  the  negiti'<^J^ 
66,  noes  72 ;  and  the  question  rccorrfJ  m  » 
Randolph's  motion  to  strike  out  the  muiioU 
price  altogether. 

Mr.  Wilde  rose,  about  4  o'clock, «»[^ 
ted  his  views  on  the  subject,  io  oppoiiiiM^ 
bill.  He  had  proceeded  aboat  an 
Mr.  RANnoLpH  withdrew  his  amendoen;,!"^' 
ingjfrom  the  decision  on  Mr.  Hiw'<  ""^ 
that  the  House  would  not  go  still  ftriw 
agree  to  his  amendment.  ^ 

Mr.  Wilde  then,  for  the  porpose  of 
dating  the  bill  to  his  views,  and  to  ewWetJJ 
vote  for  it,  moved  an  amendment,  ""^"J 
to  substitute  an  ad  valorem  doty  of  '^^^J 
cent,  on  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  »bo  w» 
sumed  the  thread  of  his  speech* in  opP*™^ 
higher  duties.  Mr.  W.  concluded  tam^^ 
about  half  past  5  o'clock.  ,  ^ 

Mr.  Mahoh  made  a  few  remarks  in  WW.  ' 

The  question  on  Mr.  Wildi's  P»P«M 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  51,  n»n 
lows : 

Tbab— Messrs.  Ardwr,  Btrbonr,  ^*Jlfi^ZS, 
Brown,  Bnran,  Champion.  Olsik*  "^iTfi* 
Cnlpsper,  Cuthbert,  Edward^  Forsyth, 
borough,  Ooodwyn,  Hak^  Hardin.  HfoW- '^j. 
Hoger,  HongoHbrd,  Jobn«>n  VugMi*^"^ 
ginia,  King  of  North  Otrolios,  Lo«, 
Lompkin,  Lyon,  Middlrton,  Moon,  '^^.m 
NelsoB  of  Tiriinia,  Noyw, 
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ante.  Randdph,  Roane,  Root,  Rom,  Bnuth  ot  ViT> 
ginia,  T«te,  Tnbr  of  So.  Ctraliiu,  T«Ibfr,  Thmnut 
Vose,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  vid  Yaneej. 

Nays — Meesn.  Adgate,  Alexaiider,  Atherton,  Ba- 
ker, Batenum,  Bennett  Bett«,  BirduU,  Bom,  Brooks, 
Cady,  Calhouo,  Chappell,  Chipman,  Clendeniiiii, 
Oomitock,  Connor,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Ciocheron, 
Baiiiiifton,  DavoDport,  Daaha,  Gold,  Griffin,  Hahn, 
Hammond,  Hawei,  Hendanon,  Ho^iuon,  Hnlbert, 
Ingham,  Irwin  irf"  PennnWania,  Jadtaon,  Johnaou  of 
Kentaeky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lyie,  MMlay,  Marrfi, 
Maaon,  M^raot,  HcCcy,  McLean  of  Kentudty,  Mil- 
noT,  MowtoQ,  Ormiby,  Parris,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Powell, 
RajtgleiS  Sergeant,  ^vage,  Schenck,  Shafpe,  Smith 
of  PMUMjtnnia,  Smith  of  MaxjUnd,  Southard,  Strong, 
8taxs«t  'I'«al>  Thzoop,  Townaend,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Ward  of  N«w  Jon»y,  Wendtnar,  Wheaton, 
V^tMids,  Wilkin.  WUloughby,  Thomai  Wilaon. 
William  Wilaoo,  Woodward,  Wright,  and  Yatea. 

Mr.  Rose  tbeo  moved  farther  to  amend  the 
nid  bill,  hj  asrikiiift  out  from  the  fifly-aixth  lina 
of  the  first  teetioD  (bewg  the  first  line  of  the  fifth 
elsnw)  ibe  word  ''thirtf,"  and  to  insert  twenty;" 
when  the  House  a^j^wned. 

Fridat,  April  5. 
Od  motion  of  Mr.  Betts,  the  Committee  oo 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inaaire  into  the 
expediency  of  eBtablisbiog  an  uoiform  mode  of 
trial  and  punisbment  for  ul  crimes  and  offence* 
pmperlf  cognizable  by  the  oooru  of  the  United 
States. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  Calhoon  mored  ibat  the  Honse  proceed 
to  consider  the  amendmeats  of  the  Senate  to  the 
National  Bank  bill.  Oo  patting  the  queiiioa, 
however,  it  was  fbnnd  that  a  quorum  of  mem- 
bers w«re  not  present. 

Mr.  Ramoolph,  with  the  view  of  prodacing  a 
more  punetnal  atiendanec  horettfter,  moved  that 
the  Iloase  adjoura.— N^tived. 

A  quorum  soon  after  appearing,  Mr.  Randolpb 
moved  ibit  the  role  for  convening  at  10  o'clock, 
be  reaeiaded,  that  the  hour  of  11  might  be  again 
adopted ;  which  was  also  disagreed  to.— Ayes  40. 

The  House  then,  by  a  vote  of  55  to  45  agreed 
lo  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Beoate  to  the 
bank  bill. 

Mr.  HiLKoa,  because  of  the  tbioneu  of  the 
Hoase  and  the  importance  of  the  sabject  j  further, 
beeaoae  he  onderstood  that  the  Committee  on  the 
National  CnrrcnQy  were  oo  the  point  of  report- 
inn  a  very  importaot  bill,  which  might  materially 
afiet  the  decisioa  on  the  bank  Question,  &e~ 
moved  that  the  eousidcntion  thereof  be  postponed 
(0  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Calboun  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. The  reasons  for  it  he  did  not  think  sufll- 
cient;  the  House  was  as  full  as  nstial;  and  the 
bill  alluded  to  as  on  the  eve  of  being  reported  by 
the  committee,  presopposed  the  existence  of  a 
National  Bank^and  the  committee  had  determined  . 
not  to  report  it  pending  the  passage  of  the  Bank 
bill. 

After  some  further eonver^tion  between  Messrs. 
Calhooh  end  MilmoRi  in  which  the  latter  geo- 


tlemao  insisti^  on  the  propriety  of  first  being  in 
possession  of  the  report  referred  to,  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  subject  to  Mtmday,  was  negatived— 
ayes  43,  noes  66.  * 
After  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  read, 
Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments be  indefinitely  postponed,  avowedly  for 
the  puriMse  of  destroying  the  bill.  Mr.  R.  sup- 
ported  bis  motion,  by  adverting  tp  the  small  num- 
ber of  members  present,  and  the  impropriety  of 
passing,  by  a  screwed-up,  strained,  and  costive 
majority,  so  important  a  measure,  at  the  end  of 
a  session,  when  the  members  were  worn  down 
and  exhausted  by  a  daily  and  long  attention  to 
business ;  a  measure,  which,  in  a  time  of  war 
and  of  great  publie  emergency,  could  not  be  forced 
throngn  the  House }  a  measure  so  deeply  inrolv* 
inff  the  fntnre  welfare,  and  which  was  to  give  a 
color  and  character  to  the  future  destiny  of  this 
country ;  a  measnre  which,  if  it  and  another, 
(the  uriff)  should  pass  into  laws,  the  present  ses- 
sion would  be  looked  back  to  as  the  most  disas- 
trous since  the  commencement  o(  the  Repablic: 
and  which,  mneh  as  he  deprecated  war,  be  would 
prefer  war  itself  to  either  of  them.  Mr.  R.  then 
proceeded  to  argue  against  the  bill  as  unconstitn- 
tional,  iaexpedieut,  aud  dangerous. 

Mr.  Calbodn  said,  it  certainly  could  not  be 
expected  of  him  to  enter  into  so  untimely  and 
unoecessary  a  discussion  of  the  general  question. 
The  bill  had  been  before  the  House  three  weeks, 
when  it  was  maturely  considned }  it  was  sent  to 
the  Senate ;  and  now  comes  back  with  a  few 
unimportant  amendments,  oo  which  the  House 
had  10  pass.  It  was  unfair  to  say,  that  the  bill 
was  arged  through  the  Hoose  imfH-operly ;  and 
the  gentleman  waa  mntaken  aim  in  stating, 
that  a  bank  bill  eovld  not  be  passed  at  the  last 
session  J  it  was  notorious  that  a  bill  to  establish  a 
National  Bank  did  pass  at  the  last  session,  and 
was  rejected  by  the  President  of  the  Uni  ted  States. 

My.  Gbosvmor  did  not  know  what  the  gen- 
tleman meant  by  a  hard-screwed  majority.  He 
woald  venture  lo  say  thatthe  House  hw)  advanced 
on  this  subject  with  as  much  deliberation  and 
calmness  as  ihey  ever  did  on  any  public  matter 
whatever;  the  bill  was  not  pressed  throngh  im- 
properly. The  pressure  talked  of  by  the  gentle- 
man was  in  fact  directly  the  other  way.  With 
two  hundred  State  institutions  bearing  down  on 
the  men^bers  of  this  House,  it  required  something 
more  than  common  firmness,  it  required  boldness 
to  uige  the  bill.  This  infiuence  would  ererjr  day 
become  stronger^  and  if  the  subject  was  deferred 
to  the  next  session  its  passage  would  be  impossi- 
ble He  hnd  never  smee  he  came  to  Congress 
known  a  bill  passed  with  more  ample  discussion ; 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  bad  himself  taken 
a  pnrt,  an  able  part  in  it.  It  was  not  smuggled 
through  the  House ;  a  fair  msjority  had  jwssed 
it,  and  he  was  convinced,  from  information  he 
received,  that  if  the  people  themselves  could  be 
consulted,  there  would  be  ten  to  one  in  favor  of 
it.  Mr.  t3.  answered  some  of  Mr.  RAMnoi.PB'8 
objections  to  the  principles  of  the  bill ;  declaring 
his  difibrence  from  that  gentleman  on  the  Con- 
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sttlttUonal  quMtion;  ud  hw  btlitfof  its  Oi 
•kf  to  the  afety  of  tb«  coaatry.  Tb«  Coutitv- 
tidml  qootioa  bid  been  loaf  since  pat  to  sleep 
V<f  tbe  repeated  decisions  of  all  the  proper  anthor- 
iues,  after  mature  reflection,  and  ooght  nerer 
■gain  to  be  roFtf  ed. 

Mr.  Ramoolfb  replied  to  Mr.  QaoaTinoit,  and 
enforced  bis  Gonstitutiooal  objeotioas  to  tbe  bill, 
in  which  be  if«s  boroe  out  of  tbe  decision  ot 
Coofftess  ia  refoiing  to  renew  the  eharter  of  the 
old  Mok,  whieh  dedsioa  was  oroondcd  on  the 
want  of  ConatitiuioMl  power.  He  adverted  also, 
in  rapport  of  bis  opiBion,  to  the  insiroetions  fron 
iho  Legiriotafet  of  Virginia  and  KoDtnehy,  to 
Iboir  Beaator*,  to  vote  aaaiMC  tbe  old  bonk; 
which  insinieiunis  were  giren  oa  the  grouod  of 
that  institalioo  being  oocooxtitntional.  Mr.  R. 
dedtred  hioMelf  the  bc^r  of  no  slock  whturer, 
axeept  lire  stock,  and  bad  determioed  aerer  to 
own  mji  hot  if  this  bill  passed,  he  woatd  not 
only  be  a  stockholder  to  tbe  utmost  of  his  power, 
bnt  would  advise  ever^  man,  orer  whom  he  had 
any  iaflueoee,  to  do  the  sane,  because  it  was  the 
ercalioB  of « great  privileged  order  of  the  most 
hateful  kind  to  his  leelings,  and  because  be  would 
rather  be  the  master  thaa  tbe  slave.  If  he  most 
have  a  master,  let  him  be  one  with  epauleues, 
sometbittg  that  he  could  fear  and  respeet,  some- 
thiag  thai  he  coald  look  up  t»<-bat  not  a  master 
with  t  quill  behind  his  ear. 

Mr.  WusTBB  said  chiswasasubjeetoa  whioh 
a  great  ehange  of  i^iDion  had  takca  place  on  both 
■ides  of  the  House;  aad  animadverted  on  wlMt 
ha  oatled  a  compromise  of  prineiple  on  a  great 
OMOfyed  iostitouoa  i  and  the  desertion,  not  oaljr 
«f  prineiples  but  of  friends  whieh  had  character- 
ind  the  proeeediogsoa  this  IhU.  He  then  ^kHbc 
some  time  agaiast  the  bilL  which  he  poin«edl7 
coodenaod,  oa  aocoont  of  tbe  psrticipatioB  of 
the  Govecameni  in  its  direction  and  maoagemeau 
If]  said  he,  ioatead  itf  the  little  scraps  of  amend* 
meuts  whiah  wore  very  well  as  fhr  as  they  wNt, 
hat  verv  trifling,  and  only  served  to  com  the 
vice  ana  defornuty  of  the  sohem^  the  Senate  had 
laloraed  the  bill  healthy,  in  all  tbe  beauty  of  the 
aiig»al  ioatituiioa,  it  would  have  paraed  thimgh 
the  Houae  awifter  than  the  ourrent  of  the  Poto- 


Apul,  ism. 


Bftb  HtJiAiaT  replied  to  Mr.  WsaaraB.  in  de* 
fiwoe  of  the  bill  and  of  the  ooano  he  h«I  moed 
IB  f  eUiiMi  to  it.  He  disarawed  any  compromise 
or  mmion  either  in  the  prineiple  or  the  deuilsof 
the  bilL  He  had  sought  the  best  lights  to  guide 
hm  u  deeidiog  on  this  bill  \  he  had  listened  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  as  one  who 
wottli],  if  any  could,  point  out  its  defeeto  and  con- 
viace  him  oS  its  danger ;  but  the  only  o^eotion 
he  heard  from  that  gentleman  was  the  Govern* 
ment  direction.  That  objection,  Mr.  H.  said, 
was  not  with  him  a  strong  one;  aad  he  was  free 
to  say  that  if  be  had  the  power  of  l^istating  at 
his  will  be  would  hesitate  before  he  gave  any 
class  of  men  the  control  of  an  institution  of  thirty- 
ne  miUioBS  of  dollars,  without  reserving  to  the 
CMvemment  a  strong  cheek  on  them.  Mr.  H. 
protested  wiUi  wanaih  agaiast  the  prosci^tion 


whieh  bad  been  denoaneed  agntost  thoae  who<£d 
net  oa  this  snhjcet  go  with  the  onjoritf  oC  thmC 
mrty  in  the  House  opposed  to  the  Admioiatratioa. 
He  disclaimed  any  such  infloeoce  over  his  putftc 
eondaet ;  be  came  here  to  act  according  to  hi& 
own  sincere  convielioiu,aod  should  deepise  hin^ 
self  if  be  could  submit  to  act  as  this  or  that  side 
of  the  House  poiaied  its  Soger.  Mr.  H.  coocluded 
by  declaring  his  support  of  the  bank  bill  to  bm 
disiotereoed;  he  expected  to  hold  iM>t  a  aapt'm 
worth  of  its  stoekt  as  he  was  not  aUa  so  to  d*  ;  - 
hut  the  bank  he  halievad  muli  b»«  gwat-hinfta 
to  the  couatfff. 

Mc*  WmoBT  aaid  Jha  waa  om»«f  ikaaa  < 
aided  in  pniliog  down  tbeoU  bnk,  aad.i 
thn^  n  thonsMid  yeare  after  he  was  kocied,  his 
voie  on  that  occasion  woidd  bo  n  moauionlnl 
proof  of  bis  worth  and  his  regard  for  the  heat  iit- 
tftrcsts  of  his  ooontry.  He  corned  tc  on  «ke 
ground  of  inexpediency  as  wellas  uneensiift«tio»- 
alityj  but  tbe  Supreme  Judicial  triboaal  bad 
decided  on  its  coostitutioaaUty  by  often  reoopni- 
siog  it  as  a  party,  and  it  was  now  toe  Into  le  io- 
slst  on  tbe  objection.  Mr.  W.  htgati  some  ciuae 
in  favor  of  the  bill ;  and,  adverting  to  Mr.  Ra.ic- 
dolpb's  epithet  that  tbe  bank  was  a  scheme  of 
public  robbery,  aad  his  declared  intention  to  hold 
as  much  of  its  stock  as  he  could,  Mr.  IV.  safd-  his 
friend  from  Virgiaia  ou^t  to  recollect  that  the 
receiver  was  always  eoostdered  as  bad  aa  the  thief. 

Mr.  Hardiic  oexr  delivered  at  length  hta  Ttewa 
of  tbe  question  j  obiectiDg  to  the  plan  of  the  bnnlc 
asemlHraced  In  this  olU, «a  Coastitotional  gtonnds 
a«  well  na  fnm  a  belnf  of  ii*  iaaxpedieikey.  He 
was  a  flMMber  of  the  EeaMeky  Lcgidauua  at 
the  time,  and  was  one  of  those  who  had  ioattvelat 
iu  Senaton  to  vote  against  tha  oU  hank  hteana 
of  its  uncoostitntiQpality,nndhia  opinioa  rwaiaiid 
unebaaged,  though  he  peroeired  some  of  thooe 
who  had  acted  with  him  ia  thn  eaas  alindcd  tn^ 
had  changed  their  opinion  and  wem  now  aappDct- 
eia  of  the  hank. 

Mr.  SaARW  apoke  in  reply  to  the  remariia  of 
Mr.  HAanm,  resMcting  the  iaotroetioas  fkont  the 
Efiotueky  Legbdatara,  and  jaaiifiad  hia  opinioaB 
on  the  sobjeet  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  SoOTHARD  made  a  few  fomarka,  phaoip^y 
to  show  that  it  was  not  on  the  ground  of  an«» 
stitotiooality  that  Congress  had  refinsnd  to  mew 
the  ohaiter  of  the  old  bank,  and  ihM  it  had  haaa 
reoognised  by  the  etairia.  ■ 

Mr.  QmomtMMoat  replied  ta  ih«  ofaaKrwionaaf 
hb.  WaantM  in  a  decided  miliar.  Ha  de- 
nied the  right  (tf  thni  gaotleman  te  Uctne  other 
members  of  the  House  for  the  oourae  whish  daair 
duly  prescribed  to  them.  As  to  the  ohangttof 
principie,  of  whioh  the  gentlemaw  had  snohaa, 
Mc .  G.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  inquire  wheth« 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  harf 
acted  connstently ;  but  this  he  knew,  that  Isst 
year  the  gentleman  had  been  proud  to  shake 
hands  with  them  ia  relation  to  a  bank,  Ac  The 
gentleman  had  spoken  of  another  change  of  prin- 
ciple, alluding  to  gentlemen  from  this  side  u  the 
House,  who  voted  for  the  present  bill.  In  rqdy 
to  thb  remark,  Mr.  Q.  said,  in  the  first  placa,  he 
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bad  MUDcUuBS  of  that  old  jmritaniealpriaeipla  in 
bin,  vhieh  otijeeted  to  beiog  drilled  id  to  vote  in 
ihiv  or  that  maoBer,  oa  whatever  %aj  ||[»tleinaD 
chose  to  call  a  quesiioa  of  prioeiple.  "Why  did 
the  gentleman  call  the  power  of  appointment  of 
five  directora  giren  to  the  Goverament,  a  qoea- 
tion  of  prineiple  7  The  qoestion  is,  whether  oo«- 
fifib  of  the  directioQ  gives  the  Qoveriiment  a  eon- 
trol  over  the  bank  ?  I  sajr  QOt  said  Mr.  G^^be 
gentleman  sajrs  yes,  aod  saving  so,  this  must  be 
a  qaestioQ  of  principle.  Toat,  Mr.  Q.  said.  ap< 
peared  to  be  the  course  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ment-!-the  force  of  which  be  denied.  He  showed, 
that  in  the  State  banks  in  New  York,  (not  un- 
deilakiog  to  say  how  it  might  be  in  New  Hamp- 
shire,) such  featares  bad  been  incorporated,  even 
whilst  Oenetal  Hamiltoa  was  io  the  foil  vigor  oi 
bis  life  avd  inflaeiMe,aBd  it  was  done  br  bis  paxtr 
too,  &c.  The  gentleman  has  said  this  contrw 
would  hea  Uret  in  tba  bands  of  ihe  QoTerometit. 
It  w^*  ^  straw,  Mr.  O.  avdt  iutead  of  a  lever, 
an4  oftiiid  net  more  eagle,  nwh  less  iv«*at)d- 
thiriy  millioas  of  dollan.  When,  erep  do  this 
sidaof  theUoase,did  this  fisaiiue  btBom«aqiw»' 
tien  of  priacifie  1  ttt.  Q.  want  oa  to  show,  that 
be  had  obieeted  to  the  foature  ia  qoestioo,  and 
eadaevoMa  to  procure  it  to  be  eipaoeed  j  but  be 
never  eoBsidered  it,  aer  bad  it  been  debated,  but 
as  a  qaestioa  of  detail.  All  legislation,  he  pro- 
eeedeo  to  argpe,  Was  foaoded  in  the  idea  of  mn- 
tnal  coiopromisf  as  to  modifieations  of  detaib; 
tnd  this  clsQse,  now  so  much  objected  to,  could 
produce  no  possible  injnry  to  the  people  or  to  the 
Qovexnment*  When  ania  where  did  tbls  clause 
grow  iQto  a  principle?  He  coold  tell,  bs  said, 
the  way  it  travelled,  aqd  where  it  became  a  prin- 
ciple—'not  in  the  open  £>cb  of  day— he  woqla  not, 
however,  here  relate  iu  hisiory.  U  bad  ooi  be^a 
a  piHHupU  WiUb  hwr  and  aercr  shovdd  ha.  Mr. 
€L  wnH  OB  toetf,  that  be  had  never  iwMd  a  wish 
utiMwed  friHB  mr  ude  of  the  H«tt«B,  tbu  the 
(MivarMDBatslKiHld  hsTeas  abaoUite  oentaal  over 
the  aperatioBS  of  the  haait,  4ba.  When  ike  dis- 
ciBsaisa  on  this  bill  had  baea  am  epeaed,  Mr.  Q, 
said,  be  had  heard  an  able  and  elo^^tmi  speeeb  of 
the  featlemao  from  New  Haoptbire,  oa  the  sab- 
jeet ;  and  that  very  speech,  ib  which  the  evils  of 
the  present  ayelem  were  fully  depicted,  had  con- 
vinced him  of  the  expediency  of  the  establishment 
of  this  bank,  as  better  calculated  than  anythiog 
else  to  remedy  the  eviL  The  gentleman  bad  con- 
cluded that  address  with  saying,  that  if  Congress 
rose  without  providing  a  proper  remedy,  they 
would  deserve  the  execration  of  the  nation.  Mr. 
G.  said  he  believed  it ;  and  believing,  as  he  bad 
fully  delivered  bis  opinitm  the  other  day,  that 
there  was  no  remedy  but  the  bill  on  the  table,  he 
should  ceruioty  vote  for  it.  Mr.  G.  made  other 
remarks  to  showthecorrectneas  of  tbiscoDclusion, 
and  ending  by  saying  that  in  the  course  he  was 
obliged  to  take,  nothing  grieved  him  so  much  as 
the  necessity  of  difiering  on  an  important  ques- 
tion from  men  whom  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
respecting  as  oracles,  and  with  whom  it  was  gen- 
etallv  his  pride  and  pleasure  to  acu 
Mr.  WBBaTBB,  in  replyiug  to  Mr.  Gbosvbmob, 


disclaimed  any  inteBtioB  to  dlaiata,  dbc  In  bb- 
gard  to  the  featnre  of  the  bill  whieh  was  the  aub- 
jact  of  discussion,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  coostdereditB 
matter  of  eriociple,  bat  attributed  that  optBiOA 
to  the  geatwrnan  from  New  York  no  further  thau 
he  had  assumed  the  charge  of  a  departure  from 
prineiple  to  appL^  to  himself!  What  is  the  mat- 
ter of  principle  in  this  case?  That  control  and 
ipflueoce  over  a  great  banking  institution  shoiUd 
not  be  possessed  by  the  Government.  The  de- 
gree of  that  influence  was  not  material — the  pria- 
ciple  remaining  the  same,  be  the  in&oance  mora 
or  less  extensive.  That  principle  was  violated  by 
this  bill,  which,  he  went  on  to  say,  could  not  m 
fairly  coajpared  with  similar  features  in  snuiU 
baaks  IB  tha  State  Qovernments,  But,  be  added, 
every  bask  so  coBstruetad  in  the  Umied  Sialea 
had  lail«i  to  aoawer  tha  punjoses  for  which  it 
was  iostitated,  and  was  at  tbis  momaat  ia  iha 
daily  habitual  vtoIatioB  of  its  eagBgemeBl*. 
Could  it  be  doubted,  Mr.  W.  said,  that  with  this 
capital,  afid  this  power  over  it,  the  GevetamBiit 
could  briag  any  man  iqto  terms,  and  make  the 
banks  a«t  as  they  {leased  ?  Qeotlemen  bad  dose 
him  honor  in  quoting  his  o[>inions  io  sopport  of  part 
of  the  bill ;  but  he  asked,  if  it  was  fair  to  quote  a 
part  of  his  opinions  as  authority,  and  abuse  him 
for  the  rest  7  Mr.  W.  expressed  the  pleasure  he 
had  enjoyed  in  travelling  with  his  irienda  here. 
If,  in  journeying  with  a  mend,  on  a  road  pleasant 
and  smooth,  through  verdant  fields,  they  should 
arrive  at  a  part  rough  and  disagreeable;  if  they 
should  encounter  gloom,  and  darkoeas  should 
overtake  him;  if  then  his  friend  chose  to-abaa* 
don  him,  and  seek  a  road  more  B^eenble,  let  him 
not,  said  be,  camplain,  if  I  conti&Be  on  tha  old 
one.  To  complain  of  oim,  Mr.  W.  said,  the  genr 
tlcflBsn  might  as  well  compUin  of  the  fifty-Bin* 
others  with  whom  he  acted.  Tbe  gendtmaare* 
minded  him  of  the  anecdote  of  the  eleven  obsti*^ 
nau  jurors,  and  related  a  case,  in  which  one  juKW 
informed  the  jadge  that  there  would  be  oo  dift- 
culty  in  making  up  a  verdict,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  other  eleven,  who  were  the  most  ebstittat^ 
fellows  he  ever  met  with,  aad  that  he  himMlf 
was  the  only  candid  and  liberal  man  of  the  vbol* 
twelve.  Mr.  W.  said  be  had  shaken  bands  with 
the  gentleman  last  session  on  this  snbject ;  if  th<r 
had  changed  their  opinions,  they  bad  not  made 
the  world  tbe  wiser  for  them.  Mr.  W.  said,  though 
young,  be  found  that  be  possessed  antiquated  no< 
tions ;  and  that,  to  be  useful,  he  ought  to  hay* 
been  with  genernttons  that  had  gone  by. 

Mr.  HoLBBBT  said,  until  the  ^entleaian  eo«U 
show  himself  divested  of  the  frailties  of  hunna 
nature,  he  ought  not  to  complain  that  a  part  only 
of  his  opinions  were  quoted.  Mr.  H.  nminded 
the  gentleman  of  an  authority  with  which  ha 
doubtless  was  well  acquainted ;  tbe  learned  Cokl^ 
having  finished  his  great  and  elaborate  commeft- 
tary  on  law — a  work  which  would  be  the  admi- 
ration of  all  ages— concludes  it  by  advising  his 
readers  not  to  believe  that  all  whii^h  be  finds  (n 
that  book  to  be  law,  for  there  was  much  of  it  that' 
was  not  law.  Mr.  H.  said,  if  he  had  had  anr 
dottbts  on  this  bill,  bis  friend  from  New  York 
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(Mr.  GRosvENOR)bBd  made  a  speech  which  per- 
ftetly  satisSed  him  of  the  ezeelleace  of  the  bank. 
The  eeoUemaD  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) had  at  first  made  the  amount  of  capital  an 
alMmportaot,  a  fatal  error;  soon  afterwards  he 
came  into  the  House,  and  declared  that  the  gov- 
emment  of  the  bank  was  a  nnc  qua  non,  ana  for 
that  would  compromise  bis  other  objectioos. 
[Mr  Webtser  here  denied  that  be  had  said  so.] 
1  do  not,  said  Mr.  H.,  pretend  to  repeat  the  gen- 
tleman's words,  but  1  appeal  to  this  honorable 
House,  if  the  gentleman  did  not  say  that  the  gov- 
ernment  of  the  bank  was  a  tine  qua  non  with  him, 
and,  if  that  was  giren  up,  he  would  support  the 
bill.  I  do  not  censure  that  deelaration,  said  Mr. 
H. ;  the  great  charter  ander  which  we  ait  here,  is 
the  wolk  of  corapromiM;  the  South  suffered  it- 
self to  be  taxed  hf  the  North,  for  its  slare  popu- 
lation ;  the  spirit  of  compromise  and  concession 
iwrfades  the  whole  instrument.  What  the  gen- 
tleman meaut  hy  green  fields,  smooth  roads,  sep- 
aration, dte.,  Mr.  H.  said  be  could  not  tell;  but 
if  he  meant  to  attribote  to  him  any  improper  in- 
flnence,  he  disdained  the  insinuation ;  while  be 
lived  he  would  act  on  solid  and  independent  prin- 
eifriea.  He  came  here  fiist  in  a  time  of  war,  and, 
being  a  vonng  member,  expected  to  find  the  party 
to  which  he  was  proud  to  belong,  as  the  saying 
is,  sticking  together ;  but  he  was  surprised  to  find 
that  gentleman  often  voting  on  this  side  and  the 
other.  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not  part  with 
friends,  unless  they  thrust  him  off;  but  be  would 
prefer  parting  with  friends  to  parting  with  his 
conscience. 

Mr.  MoKbe  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill ;  and 
asked  Ibe  genttemau  from  Ifew  Hampshire,  not- 
withatandins  he  would  to-morrow  oppose  the  soa- 
imitiott  of  the  writ  of  hRbcns  corpus,  or  any  other 
uneoostitational  measure,  yet,  if  a  case  might  not 
arise  in  which  its  suspension  would  be  proper, 
and  be  consent  to  it?  Mr.  McK.  argued,  tnat 
there  now  existed  a  similar  necessity  for  this 
bank.  The  Constitution  bad  made  it  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  regulate  the  national  currency,  and 
remedy  evils  therein ;  and  the  proper  inquiry  now 
was,  whether  this  bank  was  a  proper  measure  to 
CRrry  the  Constitutional  power  into  effect  in  this 
emergency  ?  Por  this  inquiry  there  was  the  most 
tttioual  ground.  No  Treasury  regulation  would 
renedy  ibe  evil;  the  banks  would  laugh  at  any 
meh  regulation.  Mr.  McK.  said  he  Had  voted 
for  the  old  bank;  that  he  had  survived  the  storm 
10  which  his  vote  bad  involved  him ;  experience 
had  justified  his  conduct}  and  be  lumed  still  to 
survive,  riurald  another  storm  sueeeed  ois  present 
coarse. 

Mr.  Sbbpvet  said,  be  was  not  seropulooa  as  to 
the  power  of  the  QoTernment  to  establish  this 
bank  J  but  be  did  not  admit  that  what  was  un- 
eoosiitntional  to-day  would  not  be  so  to-morrow; 
that  instrument  was  fixed  and  eternal,  and  could 
not  be  got  over.  The  suspension  of  tbe  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  was  dependent  on  a  fact,  which, 
if  it  occurred,  the  suspension  would  be  proper; 
bui,  if  not,  it  was  unauthorized.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
had  voted  for  renewing  the  old  bank,  because  he 
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thought  it  was  necessary ;  and  if  he  could  be  coa- 
rineed  that  this  t»nk  would  realize  tbe  expeetn- 
tioo  of  its  friends,  he  would  give  op  his  objec- 
tions. But,  without  anv  disparagement  to  faii; 
friends,  aod  notwitbstanaiDg  the  great  ulents  of 
tbe  gentleman  (Mr.  Calboon)  who  led  the  busi- 
ness, Mr.  B.  said  tbe  question  bad  not  been  prop- 
erly met  and  discussed.  When  they  came  to 
show  how  the  promised  remedy  was  to  be  pro- 
duced, they  dealt  in  generals;  they  did  not  de- 
monstrate ibeir  assertions ;  it  was  here  they  failed, 
and  would  fail.  Mr.  S.  then  argued  at  some 
length,  to  show  that  the  bank  would  not  answer 
the  purpose  of  eoireettng  the  evils  in  the  cur- 
rency, and  that  tbe  expectation  wrs  visionary  and 
delusive. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided 
against  posiponement — yeas  67,  niys  91,  as  fol- 
lows : 

TxAS — ^Messrs.  Baker,  Bszbour,  BiMstt,  Bennett, 
Birdsall,  Breckenridffe,  Buradde,  Cady,  CsldweD,  Oil- 
ley,  Clayton,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Giawfiird,  CohMper, 
DariingloD,  Davenport,  Dsabs,  Glasgow,  GmUkm 
jongh,  Ooodwyn,  Hahn,  Hale,  Bamnoad,  Hanson, 
Hardin*  Heister,  Haibeit,  Hoafcinsoo,  Jobnsoa  of 
Virginia,  Johasoa  of  KentDd^,  KcRt,  Langion,  Law, 
Lein^  Loiett,  I^ls,  tjoot  Manht  Mmut,  MdjSkn 
of  JEentockr,  Milnor,  Nowton,  IXaym,  Fiefcetiaff ,  Kt- 
kin,  Randalph,  Bead,  Roane,  Root,  Roas,  Bt^m,  Ser- 
geant, Savage,  Shelby,  &nith  of  Pannsylmiia,  Steamai, 
Stnmg,  Staart.  Staines,  Tamut,  Voae,  WailMse,  Ward 
of  MasMcbnaetl^  Webster,  WhUende,  and  Wilcox. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Aiehw,  Athnton, 
Baer,  Bateman,  Betts,  Boas,  Brtdbury,  Brooks,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Calfaoon,  Cannon,  Champwn,  Ciiappdl,  CUp- 
maa,  Claike  of  North  Caiolina,  ClendBunin,  Ooaaatock, 
Condict,  Conner,  Creiijiton,  Ciocheion,CothlMrt,  Ed- 
wards, Fom^,  Foisyth,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Gold,  Ori^ 
fin,  Gtosvenor,  Hawea,  Hendenon,  Hnger,  Holbeit, 
Hungerfiird,  Ingham,  Irwin  of  Peons^miU,  Jackaon, 
Jewett,  Kerr  of  Virgiaia,  King  of  Noi^  Carolina,  Leve, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  MaeUy,  Mason,  McCoy,  McKee, 
Middleton,  Moore,  Moaeley,  Mnrftee,  Nelson  of  Mw> 
•aehosetts.  Nelson  of  VtifintB,  Orniaby,  Panria,  Picfc- 
tuh  Ftoer,  Plsaaanti^  FsweU,  Reynolds,  Bobastaoa, 
BehMiel,  ShaM  fisiith  ef  Maryland,  SaaMh  oT  Th- 
ginia.  Soothatd,  Tale,  Taal,  Taylor  of  Sooth  Oevsina, 
Tel&ir,  Thomas,  Thro^,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Wazd 
of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jemty,  Weadov«r» 
Wheaton,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Willoogbbj*  Thomas  Wil- 
son, William  Wilson,  Woodwaid,  Wright.  Yanoqr, 
and  Yates. 

The  amendments  of  tbe  Senate  were  then,  after 
some  ineffectual  attempts  to  amend  them,  con- 
curred i0|  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Satdbday,  April  6. 

Mr.  LowiinES,  from  the  Committee  ofWttya 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  com* 
pensation  dow  allowed  by  law  to  inspectors,  mea- 
surers, weighers,  and  ganger^  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  customs;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 

Mr.  RoBBRTSoM,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Jo- 
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specie  Pagmtnt^THe  Tbi^ 


H.oril. 


Mph  3.NeweUi  whioti  watrnd  twic«,aDd  ecMtt- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  tdt  Whole. 

Ordered,  Thnt  tbc  Commtttte  for  the  District 
of  Colambia  be  disobargvd  from  a  further  ooo- 
sideraiioD  of  the  bill  from  the  Seoatejsupplenwo- 
tary  to  ifae  act  to  ineorporatc  a  compaoy  for  ma- 
iing  cerlaia  rarapike  rotda  in  the  District  of  Co< 
liimbia,  aad  that  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  HaBasKT, 
Sir.  Cauiwbll,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  ORunr,  and 
Mr.  PtpBB. 

A  mcMge  from  the  fienftte  informed  the  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  bare  paised  a  bill  "for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  widow  and  children  of  Robert  Fulioo, 
deceased also,  a  bill  "  to  establish  a  system  et 
naruntion  for  at  United  States,"  in  which  xhtj 
aak  the  eononrrenee  of  tbia  Bonn. 

SPBCIE  PArMENTft. 

Mr.  Ci.faHoaii  from  the  Committee  on  a  Nn- 
ttonal  Currency,  reported  a  bill  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual coUeciioa  oi  renniM  ia  the  lawfnl  money 
of  the  United  States,  whiob  was  twice  read  nnd 
committed.  The  bill  is  as  follows: 
X  bill  for  the  more  effectual  coUectioD  of  the  public 

revenne,iB  ths  lawfiil  mooey  of  the  United  State*. 

Be  it  enaeiedr  4«.^That  it  shall  be  the  dntj  of  the 
9oi»etai7  of  the  Tiksuiy,  ae  eeon  as  conTMkieoUy 
m*j  be  ^t«r  Uie  pasriog  aT  this  set,  to  give  poblie 
notice,  in  any  oaa  or  numof  the  papeii  published  in 
each  mnd  et  ur  StMe  or  TerrilMy  « the  United  8tatss» 
thai,  firom  and  after  Ae  thir^  flrst  day  of  December 
next,  the  payment  of  duties,  taxes,  debt^  ^nd  generslly 
of  all  sttDM  of  money  whatsoever,  «hi^  have  then 
accrued  and  become  payable,  or  which  ahall  there, 
after  accrue  and  become  payable  to  the  Uoited 
States,  or  to  auT  pabKc  officer,  agent  or  other  person, 
for  their  ase,  wiU  be  demanded  in  the  gold,  silver  and 
cower  ci^  of  the  United  Statei^  or  in  sndi  foreign 
eoms  as  hm  been  or  shdl  be  made  entrant  by  law. 
And  from  and  after  die  said  Otr^'irst  day  of  Beeam. 
ber  next,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  public  officer, 
agent  or  other  person  whomaoem,  enjoyed  in  the 
seUaetien  or  leesipt  of  the  revettw,  or  vam  publie 
in«Bey  whatesenr,  la  acoipt  or  allow  p^ent  of  any 
s«eb  duties,  taxes,  debts  «  sums  of  money  whatsoever, 
in  •my  other  mediom  than  in  said  coins,  ot  in 
TroMVry  noteei  Fnnidad,  nlwMs,  That  it  sfadl  be 
laiWM  for  the  SeBntaey  of  the  Tmnn  to  anthoiiM 
and  pemit.  ai  hsMfoim,  tho  Mtes  of  any  bank  or 
hanker*  which  aiw  payaUo  and  paid  on  demand  the 
■aid  ooine,  I*  be  accepted  and  alfowed  in  aU  payuMrti 
te  the  UniMd  Slates. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  fhim  and 
sAtt  the  said  Ihit^'dist  di^  of  Dceaaafaer  mkI,  the 
Sortntcry  of  tbe  Tnasory  shall  not  anthoris*  or  pev 
Hit  aw  poblie  money  to  be  d^eaied,  or  to  continue 

kn  depeaitod  with  any  bank  or  banken,  lAeos  notes 
as*  not  pajaMe  and  pdd  on  demand  in  the  said 
,«eins  of  um  Umted  8ta«sa,  or  in  foitign  cnns  mad* 
eorcoot  hy  law  as  aforesaid.  And  foem  and  aftor  the 
said  thir^-int  day  of  December,  all  pnbtie  mon^s 
drnll  bo  deposited  in  ssdi  secars  place,  in  the  Stales 
and  Tenttorico  respectively,  as  die  Seentaiy  of  th* 
Tpeasnnr,  with  the  approbMton  of  the  President  of  Ae 
Uititod  States,  shall  designate  and  appoint. 

Hnii.^AndUitfilHl^enaded,  Ifaat,fi<mi  and 
after  the  said  thir^'fcst  dsiy  of  Dseamber  next,  it  shall 
bo  iho  dn^  of  die  SsGretaiy  of  Ike  Tnaanry  to  eanae 
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legal  measnres  to  be  taken  for  enforciDg  a  lawful  pagt* 
ment  of  alt  sums  of  money  due  to  the  United  8tata% 
on  account  of  bank  notes  or  deposites,  from  any  bank 
or  bankers,  whose  notes  are  not  then  payable  and  paid 
on  demaod  in  the  said  coins  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  foreign  cotiu  made  cnrrent  by  law  as  aforesaid. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  add  thirty-fotst  day  December  next,  upon  any 
promissory  notes,  or  notes  payable  either  to  bearer  or 
to  order,  issued  by  any  of  the  banks  or  corporations 
who  issue  and  dlseeont  notes,  bonds  or  oUigstions, 
either  itaosrporatod  or  not  iaeerporated,  which  now  an 
orkcreafter  shall  be  eMablbhed  in  the  United  StoM 
or  TerritOTios  thereof,  diere  ahall  be  levied,  neHaetod 
and  paid  the  aeeeral  stamp  dntias  foUowinf— 

If  not  exceeding  one  dollar,  ten  cents. 

If  above  one  dottar,  and  not  exceeding  two  doDav^ 
twenty  crats. 

If  above  two  doUara  and  not  exceeding  three  dtdlai^ 
thir^  ceiMs; 

If  above  three  dollars  and  not  exceeding  Ave  ddlan^ 
fiftr  cents. 

If  above  five  dcUara  and  not  exeoadimc  ten  dollar^ 

one  dollar. 

If  above  ten  doUmra  and  not  exceeding  twenty  doUais, 
two  dollars. 

If  above  twenty  dollars  and  not  exceeding  filfy  doUan^ 
five  dollars. 

If  above  fifty  d<41ars  and  not  exceeeding  one  hundred 
dollars,  ton  dollars. 

If  above  one  hundred  doDars  and  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  fifhr  di^an. 

If  above  five  hundred  d<rilars,  one  hundred  doUara. 

And  in  relation  to  the  stamp  duties  herein  and 
hsrAy  imposed,  there  shall  not  be  allovred  any  annoal 
or  other  composition  or  commutation,  bat  toe  same 
■hall  be  ipedfically  collected  for  and  opon  the  stamps 
affixed  to  the  notes  hereby  charged  therewith,  saving 
the  righto  of  all  persons  under  existing  eontraeta. 
And  it  ^all  be  the  duty  of  the  Commiisfoner  of  the 
Revenue  to  cause  to  be  provided  so  many  marks  snd 
stampa,  differing  firom  each  other,  as  shall  correspond 
with  the  several  rates  of  duty  sforesaid ;  but  each  stonm 
■hall  exprMs,  among  other  Uiings,  the  following  word* 
at  lengm,  in  distin^  'and  legiUe  characters :  **  Not  a 
sped*  note."  And  all  the  proviifoo*  of  the  act  entitled, 
"An  act  for  laykg  dotiea  on  note*  of  bnnka^"  dco^ 
passed  on  the  second  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  sind  of  the  sopplemento  thereto, 
passed  on  the  tenth  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  shall  be  ^kpfied  to  the  stamp 
duties  imposed  by  this  act,  as  fully  as  if  the  same  w*r* 
ber^  recited  and  re-enat^,  exc^t  so  far  as  re^Mcto 
the  rates  of  duty  and  an  annoal  compodUoo  in  lien 
of  the  stomp  duties.  Provided  ahoaye,  neveHhekee, 
That  if  any  bank*  or  bankers  skall,  on  m  bsdm  tfto 
first  day  of  November  next,  certify  to  tiia  Seoralaiy  of 
the  Trwsmy  tiiat  their  nates  will  be  pi7*M*  andytd 
in  coin  as  aforesaid,  upon  demand,  after  the  tluily4iat 
day  of  December  next,  and  if  it  appear  to  his  salie- 
foctien  that  payment  is  to  be  made,  then,  with  remect 
to  such  banks  and  bankers,  the  rate  of  daty  and  the 
privilege  of  composition  and  commutation  shall  remain 
m  all  respects  as  if  this  act  bad  not  been  passed. 

.   THE  TARIFF. 
The  House  proceeded  .to  considor  the  bill  rega* 
latiog  the  duties  on  imporu  and  tonnam:  wwa 
Tke  nmeulmeot  prt^osed  by  Bfr.  Hons,  and 
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(kpendiog  on  (he  4th  instaot,  was  moclified  bj 
tkt  morer,  and  agreed  lo  by  the  House. 

A  motioa  was  made  by  Mr.  Robertson  to  re- 
eommit  the  bill  lo  a  Commtttee  of  the  whole 
Rome. — Negatived. 

A  motion  was  made  hj  Mr.  Hcqer  further  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  at  the  end  of  the  34ih 
line  of  the  1st  seclioo  of  the  printed  bill,  the  fol- 
lowing proviso: 

"iVonUeii  Huit  wotdlMi  doth%  or  ck>thi  ofwhkii 
WMt  M  ibe  ■aterial  of  <duef  the  ortpnal  oott  of 
wkUk  at  dw  ^ace  wheofle  exporlMl  ahall  not  «XMod 
tevaahilUiigi  storiiof  per  aqura  yard,  vkall  ba  char- 
gad  with  DO  hifftwr  duty  tkaa  twelve  and  •  half  par 
•entom  ad  vabmm ;  bnt  inch  elothi,  to  be  ciititl«d  to 
Uia  adrautBge  of  ihia  proviaioD,  ahall  be  iaported  in 
•epaxate  and  distinct  packages,  which  ahall  contain  no 
dothf  the  prime  coat  of  whidi,  at  the  place  whence  ex- 
ported, ahall  exceed  three  diillingi  fterliog  per  square 
yard." 

And  the  questioo  being  taken  oo  agrceiog  to 
1^  aaid  proviso,  it  wait  determioed  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  51,  nays  85,  as  follows: 

TiAs — Mean*.  Archer,  Baer,  Barboor,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Biyan,  Boronde,  Chappell,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clayton,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Calpeper,  Ed- 
WBida,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gold,  Ooldsborougb, 
Ooodwyn.  Groavenor,  Hale,  Hoger,  Hunferford,  Smn* 
•on  of  Virginia*  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Law,  Lewis,  Love, 
Ztovett,  McKee,  Middleton,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson 
of  Massaebasfltts,  NeUon  of  Virginia,  Pickens,  Pleas- 
ants, Randolph,  Roane,  Robertson,  Shefley,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  SmNh  of  Virginia,  Staart,  Taylor  of  Sonth 
Carolina,  Tel&tr,  Vose,  Wilde,  Williama,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Atherton.  Baker, 
Baaselt,  Batcman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Birdsalt,  Boss, 
Bradbury,  Brooks,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Ckndennin,  Comatock,  Conner,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crocheron,  Cothbert,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha, 
Glasgow,  Griffin,  H&hn,  Hammond,  Haidin,  Hawes, 
Hwkinsoo,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyie, 
Lyon,  Maclay,  Marsh,  Mayrant,  McCoy.  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Newton,  Noyes,  Parris, 
Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Reynolds,  Ruggle%  Sergeant^ 
Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Pennaylvania, 
Sonthaid,  Steamsb  Struts  Stnrges,  Taggar^  Taul, 
Thontaa,  Thioop^  Townaeiid,  Tucker,  Ward  of  Mas- 
aadiusetts,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wendover,  Whcatoo, 
Whiteside,  Wncox,  Wilkin,  WUtooghby,  Thomas 
Wilaoo,  William  Wilaon,  Woodward,  and  Yates. 

A  raotimi  wu  then  made  by  Mr.  Hdgbr  to 
8trik«4Hit  the  word  "^re,"  eontaiaed  io  the  29ih 
line  (tf  the  first  aeotioo,  so  as  to  reduce  the  duty 
OD  waollen  nMoufacturet  from  twenty-five  per 
eentam  ad  vilorem,  to  twenty  per  ceatum  ad 
valorem.  And  the  qaestioa  being  taken  thereon, 
it  was  determined  in  the  native— yeas  5S,  nays 
84,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Archer,  Baer,  Barbour,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Bryan,  Bumeide,  Champion,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clopton,  Cutpeper,  Cutbbert,  Edwards,  For- 
ney, Foi^th,  Uastoo,  Ooldsborougb,  Goodwyn,  Hale, 
Bardin,  Hoger,  Hungerford,  Jobnaon  of  Virginia,  Kerr 
of  Vbsinia,  King  of  North  Candina,  Law,  Lewis, 
Love,  Lovett,  Lowndea,  Lumpkin,  McKce,  Middletoo, 


Moore,  Mnrfree,  Ndson  of  Maaaachosetta,  Nelaan  of 
Virginia,  Pleasants,  Randolph,  Roane,  Roberta,  Root, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stnrges,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Vos^ 
Wilcox,  WUda,  WUliaus,  Woodward.  Wright,  and 

N&Ta — ^Meaars.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Atherton.  Ba- 
ker, Bateman,  Baylies  Bennett.  BirdsalU  Boas,  Brad- 
bury,  Brooks,  Brown,  Gady,  Calhoun,  Canni»i,  Cl^ 
man,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Comatock,  CoitMii 
Cooper,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  DarUagton, 
Davenport,  Desha,  Glaagow,  Gold,  Griffin,  Haho,  Ham- 
mond,  Hawea,  Hopkinaon,  Hnlbert,  Ingham,  Jewett, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lyle,  Lyon, 
Maday,  Marsh,  Maaon,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  ef 
Kratndcy,  Milnor,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parria,  Pi^ering, 
Ptper,  Pitkin,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Ruggles,  Sergeant, 
Savage.  Schenck,  Sharpe,  SmiUi  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Steama,  Strong,  Taff* 
gart,  Taul,  Throop,  Townsend,  Tocker,  Ward  of  Maa- 
sachosetts,  Ward  of  New  Yoi^  Ward  of  New  Jen^, 
Wendovw,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  WiltoogUy, 
Thorn u  Wilson,  William  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ward,  of  Masaa' 
chusetts.  to  reduce  the  duty  on  hemp  from  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight,  to  one  ! 
■dollar  per  hundred  weight.   And  the  question  be- 
ing taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Tuona  far- 
ther to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  eirifcing  ont  from 
the  first  section  thereof  the  following  words: 

"  Providedf  That  all  eottsn  doths,  or  cloths  of  which 
cotton  is  the  material  of  diief  value,  (excepting  nan- 
keens imported  directly  from  China,)  the  origioal  coat 
of  which  at  the  place  whence  impcnted  AsU  be  less 
than  twenty-five  ceota  per  aquare  yard,  ahall  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  twenty-five  cents  per  aqoan 
yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  da^  accordingly,  and 
,on  cotton  yarn  or  thread  the  same. 

And  tbei}uestioB  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  BC|r*iiT«— yens  SI,  naya  8S,  w 

follows: 

Yiis — Meaars.  Baer,  Barbour,  Baasett,  Bryan,  Bara- 
nde,  Chanipion,  Clarice  of  North  Carolina,  Cidpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Edwards,  Fornth,  Gaston,  GtMsboraivfc, 
Goodwjm,  Hale,  Hardin,  Reisler,  Henderaen,  Hnger. 
HuBgerford,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr  of  Vnginia, 
King  of  North  Caiolhn,  Law,  Lewia,  Love,  Lorctl, 
Lamj^in,  Lyon,  MeKoe^  Moora,  Nelson  of  Maaaadn- 
setts,  Nebon  of  Tii^hna,  Pi^ena,  Pleasanis,  Raa- 
dol^  Roane,  Robertaon,  Rosa,  ttieffqr,  Smith  ofTw- 
ginia,  Taylor  of  Sooth  Caic^iaa,  Telfiur,  'I^omai^ 
Tucker.  Vose,  Wilcox,  WUde,  WUUams,  Wright,  an« 
Yancoy. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Arder,  Athet* 
ton,  Baker,  Batemaa,  Bennett,  Bett^  BinbaH,  Bosa^  | 
Bradbury,  Brooka,  Brown,  Cady,  CaUiooo,  Cornell,  j 
Ohipman,  CiUej*  Glendannin,  Coautodt,  Orawiaad, 
Creighton^  Croelieion.  Dariington,  Davai^ort,  Baaha. 
Glasgow,  G<dd,  Griffin,  Groavenor.  Hahn,  HamaoBdi  i 
Hawea,  Hopkinaon,  Hnlbert,  Ingham,  Ja^soa,  JuawW. 
Johnson  of  Kentui^,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lowndea,  Ma-  ' 
clay,  Marsh,  Mason,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ka»>  '■ 
tncky,  Middleton,  Milnor,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parri%  i 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Powell,  RwnoJds,  Root,  Rogues,  Sor-  i 
geao^  Savage,  Schenck,  Bharpe,  Smith  of  PMUM[lva>  I 
nia.  Smith  of  Maryland,.  Southard,  Sbov  TnaU 
Throop.  Townsend,  Watlaee,  Ward  of  Hew  Tort^ 
WanlofNewJe»sy,WendovT.Whealon,WbailMi 
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WDkin,  Willougliby,  Thomu  If^lMn,  WUIiun  WH- 
•on,  Woodwftrd,  and  Titei. 

The  bill  wu  then  further  ameaded,  and  ordered 
to  be  eagroned  aod  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
ttexi. 


MoHDAT,  April  8. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
aod  Meaos,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  "for  tbe  relief  of  John  Holkar,  for- 
merly CoDsul  General  of  France  to  the  United 
States,"  reported  the  same  without  ameodmeot, 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  VirgiQia,  from  the  coramiiiee 
appoiotetl  to  inquire  into  the  official  cooduci  of 
Judge  Tallmadge,  made  a  report;  which  was 
leao,  aod  the  resoJutloo  therein  contained  was 
concurred  io  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

lUtohed,  That  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statai  be 
Ta^Qwted  to  permit  th*  attendanee  of  tbe  Hon.  Ma- 
than  Sufoidt  a  member  ef  tbsir  body,  befiwe  the  oom- 
Mkittee  of  the  Hense  of  ReptsentwTaa  ajnMdnted  to. 
iaqaire  Into  the  olReui  eondoct  of  Jndfe  Tallmadge, 
loM  examined  toacbias  the  ntjeets  eeatained  in  the 
vnetAng  nport  relative  to  the  alleged  mieoondnot  ef 
Jndge  Talimadge  in  hie  office,  ae  one  ^  the  jodgee  of 
the  district  court  bt  tbe  Stato  o{  Maw  Yoifc. 

Ordered,  That  the  sererti  eommftteea  of  the 
whole  House  to  whom  are  committed  the  various 
bills  and  reports  originaiing  with  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  be  discharged  from  the  further  eoQ- 
sideraiion  thereof;  and  that  they  he  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  William  Hamon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ple&bants,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
passing  a  law  giving  the  assent  of  Coogress  to 
an  act  of  the  Qeaenl  Assembly  of  Ytrginia, 
passed  at  their  last  session,  entitled  "An  net  in- 
corporating a  eoropaor  for  the  purpose  of  impro- 
ving the  navigation  oi  James  River  from  War- 
wicK  to  Rockett's  Landing,"  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other  vise. — Mr.  Plba8> 
ANTS,  Mr.  BaECKfiNRiDOE,  aod  Mr.  Cloptom, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Secretarj  of  the 
Treasury  was  instructed  to  lay  before  tbts  House 
a  statement  of  all  tbe  loans  made  to  the  Gov- 
ernment by  the  several  banks  since  tbe  Ist  of 
March,  1813.  designating  at  what  times  and  on 
what  terms  buch  loans  were  made. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  tbe  General  Land 
Office,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the 
commissioners  for  settling  claims  to  land  in  tbe 
Western  district  of  the  Stateof  Louisiana ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newtok. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  report  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  next  sosion  of  Congress,  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  what  alteratfons  or  modifications  we 
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necessary  to  be  made  in  the  laws  establishing 
ports  of  entry  and  delivery;  and  what  oewreg* 
niations,  if  any,  are  required  for  the  government 
of  the  same ;  and  also  whether  ports  of  entrr 
are  not  multiplied  beyond  the  number  which  po»> 
icy  prescribes  for  the  safe  eoUeetion  of  the  rev- 
enue. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  discharged  from  a  further 
consideration  of  tbe  several  petitions  and  resolu- 
tions referred  to  them  during  the  present  session 
respecting  the  establfsbment  of  poru  trf"  entry 
and  delivery,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  t.M 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  tbe  benefit  of 
tbe  widow  and  children  of  Robert  Fulton,  de- 
ceased," was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  Mr. 
Qbobvenor,  Mr.  Tvckeb,  Mr.  SBsaBAN7,  Mr. 
Sbarpe,  Mr.  Crbigbtoh,  Mr.  Goitbbb,  and  Mr. 
Calsodn. 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senate  "  to  establish  a  sya- 
tem  of  navigation  for  the  United  Statn,"  waa 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the-Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Orderedf  That  the  Committee  of  tbe  Hhole, 
to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  more  eon- 
venint  arrangement  of  the  times  and  places  of 
holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  districts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
same,  aod  that  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-motmw. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  was  read  the  third  time; 
and  the  question  stated,  *-  Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  moved  that  the  bill  be  post- 
poned to  December  next  In  making  this  mo- 
tion, Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  not  actuated  by  the 
usual  motives  of  similar  motions.  It  procmed 
from  a  belief  that  the  subject  had  not  been  prop- 
erly and  maturely  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury.  He  wished  the  subject  postponed 
to  the  next  session,  that  the  system  mignt  be 
printed  collaterally  with  the  present  duties,  that 
every  member  might  take  it  home  and  consult 
bis  constltomts — tnose  whose  opinions  he  ought 
to  respect.  The  bill,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  been  pre- 
cipitated through  the  House,  and  the  discussion 
on  it  showed  a  strange  and  mysterious  connexion 
between  this  measure  and  one  (tbe  bank  bill) 
which  had  just  passed,  and  was  now  beyond  the 
control  of  thisHotue.  Another  reason  for  referring 
the  subject  to  the  next  session  was,  he  said,  the 
material  injury  it  would  produce  on  the  revenue 
if  adopted  now ;  and  at  this  time  tbe  Secretary 
of  tho  Treasury  ought  strictly  to  guard  agaioat 
any  deficit  ia  the  lavantte.  He  thought  the  rea* 
sona  (at  postponement  were  Imperious. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  motion 
for  postponement.  Among  other  argoments,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  RAiiiWLPa,  he  said  it  was  extremely 
necessary  to  adopt  at  once  some  permenent  sye> 
tent  on  which  commercial  mm,  as  welt  as  oth- 
ers, might  rely  with  coafidenee.  If  the  tariff 
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were  not  paas«d,  the  eooiBwreial  eommoaity 
would  bftre  to  look  to  the  ne^t  lenioD,  without 
kDowiDfl  bow  10  shape  their  eondoet,  or  form 
flieir  ealcalatioDs,  unccrtaia  of  the  policy  which 
■UKht  be  tb«n  adopted. 

Mr.  LowMDsa  alao  o&red  vome  remarks  ia 
reply  to  Mr.  Randolph,  and  agaiost  postponing 
the  bill*  He  denied  the  charge  of  preci|Ht«Uon 
i«  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  makinz  bis 
i^rt;  Ukd  referred  to  the  circular  letters  long 
91000  seot  to  Tariout  qoiu-ters  in  scateh  of  infer- 
IRIttion,  to  shew  that  the  Secretary  bed  not  acted 
pfenatandy*  and  that  meaaurra  were  long  ago 
taken  to  obuin  all  possible  lifbt  on  the  solyeot. 
Uv.  L.  admitted  that  there  wera  particular  fea- 
lurea  in  the  bill  about  the  paasaga  of  whi«h  he 
wtaanoK  aoxiow;  bnt  in  a  sjretem  so  eatieoaiTe 
tlicra  mast  ha  parliealar  parts  on  whieh  memo 
b«ia  could  not  agree.  As  a  whole,  howercr,  he 
bad  no  doubt  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  rcre- 
nve,  and  lo  the  general  intereets  of  the 
aawtry. 

Mr.  Calbodn  bad  no  inieniion  of  entering  in 
a  discussion  of  the  motion ;  but  be  wished  nier» 
]f  to  reply  to  the  insinuation  of  a  mysterious 
eonocxioD  between  this  biU,  and  that  to  establish 
Ihe  bank.  He  denied  any  improper  or  unfair 
aDderstanding,  and  could  ohallenge  the  House  to 
aai^t  the  charge.  Id  fact,  Mr.  C.  said,  the 
mat  zealous  if  lends  of  the  bank  were  generally 
vqfrianidly  to  this  tariff;  and  tbewanntst  friends 
of  either  could  not  be  found  on  the  same  side. 

After  vome  further  coarersation  between  Mr. 
RAMnoLrn  and  Mr.  Calboon,  the  question  was 
taken  by  yaas  and  naye,  on  the  postponement, 
and  decided  in  the  negatire — yeas  47,  nays  95,  as 
foUews: 

Tbao*— Messn.  BsoTt  BrMkearidgo,  9xjm,  Born- 
sidek  ClunHiflii,  CUtke  of  North  Carollai*  CI^Uhi, 
Galpeper.  Bdwvda,  Fein«T,  Forsyth  Qeldsberoosh. 
HeU,  HsU,  Hvdin)  Heriwrt,  Hiiger>  Hiuiferford, 
Ken  of  Virginia,  Law,  Lewis,  Love^  Lonlt,  Lyon, 
McKee.  Mui^oe,  Nelson  of  Va.,  Pickens,  Pickering, 
Bandog,  Reynolds,  Roeae,  Robertson,  Root,  Shefiey, 
Smithof  Stosrt,  Tate,  Taylor  of  Sooth  CsroUna, 
TeUair,  Thomas,  Tote,  WUoox,  WDde,  WilUanu, 
Wright,  and  Tancey. 

NAT^Uessts.  Adnte,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
tan,  Baker,  Baibouz,Baisett)  Batama^  BayUes,  Ben- 
a«l^  Betia,  Birdsall,  Boas,  Bradboiy,  Brooks,  Cady, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Cbaroen,  ClUpman, 
ClaytoB,  Clendennia,  Comsteck,  Conner,  Cooper, 
Crawford,  Creigbtoo,  Crocberon,  Cathbert,  Darhng- 
ton,  Davenport,  Deshs,  Ola^w,  Gold,  CMEBn,  Groa- 
wnor,  Hsbn,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Henderaon,  Hop* 
Unen,  In^am,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jaekama, 
Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Jebason  ot  Keataoky, 
Kent,  LangdwB,  Lawndea,  LampUn,  Lylo,  Maday, 
Xarsik,  MaaMi,  Mi^Tant,  McCoy,  MeLaan  of  Ken- 
taahy,  Middtatm,  Sfilnor,  Moore^  Nawkio,  Otmeby, 
Puiw,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pkwants,  Pow^  Boggles,  8er- 
faant,  Savage,  Bt^ck,  Bbaipe,  Smith  of  Feonayl- 
wia.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Soatbard,  Strong,  Stnrge^ 
Taggait,  TauJ,  Tbroop,  Towosen^  Tocker,  Ward  of 
Nfw  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  WendoTer,  Whea- 
tan,Whiteade.  Wilkin,  Willoo^y,  Thomas  Wilson, 
WUhua  Wilaoo^  WiwWd,  and  TatHb 
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the  bill;  when 

Mr.  RAnnOLPH  rose  and  spoke  nearly  three 
hours  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  generally 
against  the  policy  of  encouraging  manufacturing 
establishments  at  all,  especially  against  the  pro- 
priety of  affording  a  high  bounty  oy  taxiaif  the 
eommanity. 

Mr.  Wright  alao  spoke  aome  tiqi«  against  ^e 
bill:  as  also  did 

Mr.  TfiLFAia,  who  opposed  the  b!U  io  aapeeeh 
of  half  aa  hour ;  when  the  question  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  88,  nays  54,  as  followa: 

Tbas — Messrs.  Adgste^  Alexander,  Ardwr,  AAeiy 
b».  Baker,  Barbour,  Basaett,  Batsman,  Bayliee,  Ben- 
nett, Betts,  Bbdeall,  Bos%  Brooks.  Brown,  Cady, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chipman,  dandaanin, 
Comatock,  Crawfotd,  Creighton,  Cracheron,  Cutbbeit, 
Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha,  Glasgow,  Gold,  Oroe- 
venor,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Headorson, 
Hf^Unson,  lagbaas,  Irwte  -of  PniasTlnaia,  frnmoU, 
Jtohoaoti  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lnw^sa, 
LnmpUn,  Lyk^  Mactay,  Matsh,  Ummu  Umnmit, 
MoCoy,  WcLHBLor  Kaotad^,  Mibwt,  Newton,  avfrn, 
Oimaby,  Pairia,^Pip«r,  PllUa,  Pleaaanta,  Powel, 
Rngglesb  Saigeant,  B»«bb^  Sdwack,  Skaipa,  Safth  mt 
Peaw^vaaia,  Sm^  of  Bfatjiand,  Sraihard,  Strmag^ 
Taggai*,  Taul,  Tbroop,  Towaaud,  Toafesr,  Walfatos, 
Ward  of  New  Vork,  Wtid  *f  New  Jansy,  Wetida- 
Ter.  Wbeaten,  Wbiteiidew  Wdfcm,  WWoWkby,  Tkoa. 
Wilson,  WiUiam  Wilaon.  W9odward,  wd  Yatea. 

Nass— Mesm  Baer,Bradbniy,Breckenridga,  Bry- 
an, Bomatde,  Chaaapioo,  OUAe  of  North  CaraUiui, 
Clopton,  Colpmor,  Edwuds,Foniey,Focirrlh,OBStmi, 
Gddsboroagh,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Baidin,  Heister,  Hu- 
bert, Hoger,  Hongerfor^  Johnson  of  Vtrguiia,  Kvr 
of  Virginia,  Law,  Lewis,  Leva,  Lorett,  Lyon,  Masre, 
Murine,  Nelson  of  Massaehnsetta,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
giaitit  Pickens,  Pickering,  Randolph^  Reynold*,  Beb- 
ertaon,  fioane.  Boot,  Roap,  Shefley,  Smith  of  Vlrginii^ 
Stetma,  Stuart,  Tate,  Taylor  of  Soath  Cai^ioa,  Td- 
ftir,  nomas,  Vose,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  WiDiams,  Wright 
and  Tancey. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Johnbon,  of  Eentocky,  the 
House  then  took  up  the  resolution  fixing  the  pe- 
riod of  adjournment. 

After  some  conTersatlon  Oo  the  jvopriety  of 
Tttioos  days  wUch  were  named,  and  the  iocx- 
pediency  of  fixing  at  this  time  on  any  day  fiw 
adjournment,  a  motion  to  postpone  the  raaolaiioa 
Dotil  Mooday  was  made  and  carried. 


ToaaoAT  April  9. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Commiliee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
survey  of  two  roillioDs  of  acres  of  the  public 
lands,  in  lieu  of  that  quantity  heretofore  authos- 
ized  to  be  surveyed  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
as  military  bounty  lands ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.' 

Mr.  Plbasahts,  from  a  select  committee^  re- 
ported a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  incorpor- 
ate a  company  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
James  river ;  whieh  was  twice  read  aoa  commit 
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ted  to  ft  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase,  pwsed 
forthwith  through  the  commiltee,  aDiI  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readiog. 

Mr.  HoPKiHBON,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed 00  the  subject  of  reguliting  the  proceed- 
i«S3  of  Congress,  reported  two  resolutions  pro- 
▼idiae  that  the  bastDus  of  ail  tinds  which  may 
remaitt  nnftBished  at  the  <^oae  of  the  present  8e»> 
aion,  shall  be  t$kn  np  at  the  next  sesaon  at  the 

Sreeise  point  to  which  it  shall  hare  progressed 
ariiiff  the  present  session;  which  reaomtiona 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
more  conTeoient  arrangement  of  the  times  and 
places  of  holding  the  Circatt  Courts  of  the  United 
States  for  the  districts  of  Bouth  Carolina  and 
Qeorgia,"  was  read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

The  fbtlowing  bills  passed  through  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole,  were  repoHed  to  the  House, 
and  aereralljr  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  to  wit :  The  bill  to  fix  the  commissions 
of  the  eellectOTS  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal 
dfrties,  Ac. ;  a  bill  to  increase  the  compensation 
now  allowed  to  gaegers,  weighers.  Inspectors, 
Ae^  employed  In  the  enatoms ;  a  bill  deelarinc 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  atrthorizing  the  city  of  Charles- 
ton I*  lay  a  certain  doty  on  ressels  from  foreign 
ports;  and  a  bill  fat  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  Captain  Z.  Morgan. 

The  Hoase  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  settle- 
ment and  payment  of  certain  claims  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  militia ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  agaio. 

The  House  resolved  itself  Into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  WilKam 
Hamon,  and  on  the  several  subjects  thereto  com- 
mitted; and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief ot  WiUianl  Hamon ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Rosa  and  Samuel  Bteek,  aorviving  ex- 
eentora  of  John  Ross,  deeetaed ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomae  Farrar,  WiHiam  Tovng,  and 
WilKam  Moseley ;  the  bnl  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Wilson ;  the  biH  for  the  relief  of  Panl  D. 
Batter;  the  bill  to  authorize  payment  for  the 
comity  eonrt-hoose  of  Hamilton,  la  the  State  of 
Ohio;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rufos  S.  Reed 
and  Sanid  Dobbins ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones;  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joseph  Wheaton ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Bfanasseh  Minor;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Flood ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge  Com- 
pany; the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asher  Palmer; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  superrisora  of  the 
conn tr  of  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  New  Yorit ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  CroAf  and  John 
Crosby,  jr. ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim 
Sbayler;  the  UU  for  the  relief  of  Tavlot  &  Mc- 
Mea^  Brans  &  McNeal,  and  Henry  «  John  Mc> 
Cleister:  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Todd; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farisfa;  the 
1^  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Andrain,  withoat 
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amendment ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  a  company 
of  the  30ih  brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Jonathan  Wamsley ;  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  PairiokO^Flyag,  and  Abigail 
and  Edmund  CfViyng,  with  an  amendment  to 
each ;  and  their  agreement  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claittts  on  the  bill  from  the  Ban- 
ate,  entitled  "An  net  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Bairy  and  Oeorge  Hodce." 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Honse  have  leave  to  sit  again  upon  the  residue 
of  the  said  order. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  **  for  the  rdief  of 
a  company  of  the  SOth  brigade  of  Vi^oia  mi- 
litia, oommanded  by  Captain  Jonatbaa  Warns* 
leT,'Und  to  that  "for  the  relief  of  Patrick  0>- 
Ftyng,  aad  Abigail  and  Edmund  O'Plyng,"  were 
read  and  ooaenrred  in  by  the  Home,  and  the 
said  bills  ordered  to  be  sevetally  engrossed  aad 
read  a  third  time  to>morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrar  and 
others  was  amended  at  the  Cleik*s  table,  And,  to- 
gethCT  with  the  several  other  bills  to  which  the 
Committee  of  the  Whcrie  have  reported  theilr 
asient  as  nforeMitL  were  ordered  to  be  severalty 
engroised,  and  read  a  third  Urn*  to>mom>w. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for 
the  relief  of  Edward  Barry  and  Geortft  HodgS^" 
with  the  report  therenpon,  He  upon  tne  table. 

A  message  from  the  Swiate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  for  the  re- 
lief  of  the  faein  of  Gteerge  Nebia^,**  with  u 
ameodmeat,  in  whioh  they  ask  the  eoaenrreiile 
of  this  House. 

The  Honse  reeotved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  oa  the  bill  fHk  the  relief  of  David 
Qelston  and  Peter  A.  SchencL  and  on  the  sev- 
eral bills  tberececwnmitanl;  aad  after  seme  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  aad  lepocted 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  owners  ot  rood* 
entered  at  Hampden,  in  the  district  of  Maioff, 
with  an  ftmeodtnent;  which  was  read  and  coa- 
Qurred  in  bv  (he  Souse^  ud  the  bDI  ordered  to 
be  esgroesed  anJ  read  a  third  time  UMoevrov. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  CemauKM  el 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  ||w 
Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of  iTbomas  Cans 
and  after  some  timeapcnt  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  repacted  pr ogcesai  aad  had  leave  to  ait 
eg)|i»> 

TheHoose  reaelred  itsctf  i«to«  Comaittas  ef 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  ScMtte  '*ta  an- 
thaaifee  th*  Pseaideat  ef  tk*  VwUtA  9mm  to 
ahar  the  read  lAfdodtfoam  tlM  feel  of  the  rapids 
of  the  river  Miami  ^  Lake  Erie  to  the  tfoiwa 
line  «f  the  Conaeetieut  reserve;  and  after  snfte 
liiae  Moat  theiein,  the  bill  was  reported  vithdot 
amendment,  aad  ordtred  to  bs  read  a  thM  line 
to-morrow. 

The  Honse  resolved  its^iiKo  a  Commiltee  of 
the  Whole  oa  the  hill  to  aaiboriie  the  sale  of 
lands  forfeited  to  the  United  Smtcs  in  the  district 
of  JefiersonvUIe,  at  the  land  office  in  said 

trict;  and  on  the  bill  from  the  Seoat&  to  anthor- 
ize  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell 
a  certain  part  of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  the 
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use  of  thftt  State ;  aad  after  some  time  tpcot 
ibereio,  the  bills  were  reported  without  ameod- 
neni. 

Ordered^  That  the  Ant  mentioned  bill  be  en- 
grossed, Biid,  together  with  the  bill  frWB  the  Sen- 
ate; read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  od  the  bill  providiog  for  the  aile  of  a 
tract  of  land  at  the  British  fort  at  the  Miami  of 
Lake  Brie,  at  the  foot  of  the  lapida,  and  for  other 
purpMes;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereio,  the 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Friday  next. 

Tbe  House  resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oo  the  bill  providing  for  ibe  sate  of 
the  tract  of  land  at  the  Lower  Rapid*  of  Sandus- 
ky rirerj  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  tbe 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  tioie  on 
Friday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tke  Whole  on  the  resolution  dkeeting  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  compile  and  print,  biennially,  a 
iM^ster  of  the  civil,  miliury,  and  naral  ofiteers 
ofthe  United  States;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  resolntion  was  reported  without 
amendment,  end  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  the 
militia  in  the  case  therein  mentioned;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  1»li  was  reported 
without  amend meot. 

Tbe  said  bill  was  then  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  Ume  on  Thurs- 
day next. 

DEATH  OF  MS.  STANFORD. 

Mr.  Qaston  aaaoonced  the  death  of  Richard 
Stanpobd,  a  member  of  this  House,  from  the 
State  of  North  Carolina :  whereupon,  ^ 

Xetohed,  unammoiuty,  That  a  conunittee  be  ap- 
p^ntad  to  take  oriex  for  superintanding  the  fimeral  of 
Biehaid  Stanford,  deceased,  late  a  RcpresentatiTe  from 
the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

And  Hemra.  Oabtok,  Tahobt,  Cdi.pxpbr, 
Forney,  Picebno,  Clabkb,  and  Buwabds,  were 
appofnted  the  said  committee. 

JUaohed,  That  the  menben  ofthis  Honse  will  tes- 
tis their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Richard  Stanford, 
late  one  of  tteir  body,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  one  mondt. 

JUaolaed,wumimotub/,  That  the  members  ofthis 
Heuaa  wiU  attend  tha  fimeral  of  the  lata  Sicfaaid 
Btanfonl,  to-nwrntm,  at  13  o'clo^ 

Ordered.  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  notify  tnem  of  the  death  of  Rwhabo  Stam- 
roBB,  late  a  member  of  thia  Honsc^  and  that  his 
funeral  will  uke  place  to-morrow  at  IS  o'clock. 

Ordntdf  TiM  when  the  Hoose  aij^oans,  it 
irill  a^joorn  until  ikm  dny  after  to-moirow. 

Thobsday,  April  11. 
Mr.  Cauiweix  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inbabiunis  of  SteubenvUle,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 


AniL,lAia. 


praying  that  a  public  road  may  be  laid  out  and 
made  from  Waahinsion,  in  Pennsylvania;  to  the 
head  of  Etendushy  bay,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.— 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  upon  the 
same  subject  en  the  30th  ultimo. 

Mr.  Newtok,  from  the  Committee  of  Con^ 
meree  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  aoaking 
appropriations  for  rebuilding  light-houses,  and  for 
completing  the  plan  of  lishtiog  them  according 
to  the  improvements  of  Winslow  Lewis;  for  pla- 
cing beacons  and  buoys;  for  the  preservation  of 
Little  Gull  Island  ;  and  for  surveying  the  coast 
ofthe  United  Slates ;— which  was  read  twice,and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
the  Bubject  of  revenue. 

Mr.  Nbwton  also  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  "for  the  relief  oi  Zaverio  Nandi,"  with- 
out amendment;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Richard  Ridgeley  and  otbeis. 

Mr.  Wiiicox,  from  the  Committee  on  Penaioiw. 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  eo^ 
ceroiog invalid  pensioners ;  which  wisxcad  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Witdle  w 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  HBnBERT,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "supple- 
menury  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company  for  making  certain  tompike  roads 
within  the  Djstrict  of  Columbia,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendmnit;  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  ibkd  time  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobhbon,  of  Kentucky,  & 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  continuing  in  force  the  law  in  rela- 
tion to  Indian  trade.— Mr.  Jobbbom  of  Keatacky, 
Mr.JlAOKBON,  Mr.  Albxahobb,  Mr.  Lyoh,  ana 
Mr.  Baylibb,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tha 
bill  "  for  the  relief  of  tbe  heirs  of  Qeoige  NeUn- 

fer,"  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
'eosioos  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 
The  bill  to  reward  with  ooe  hundred  thousand 
dollars  the  captors  of  certain  Algerine  vessels 
was  called  up  bv  Mr.FoB8yTH,oo  whose  motio« 
it  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  ^'in 
consideration  of  tbe  valor  and  promptitude  with, 
which  the  capture  was  effected ;"  and  the  hill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  bill  reported  by  tbe  Currency  Committee 
to  compel  specie  payments,  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Calhodn,  recommitted  to  tbe  select  commit- 
tee, for  the  purpose  of  making  some  amendmcju 
in  lu  deuils.  . 

In  moring  the  recommitment,  Mr.  C.  remarked 
that  the  modification  intended  to  expunge  a  fea- 
ture [the  high  duties]  in  the  bill,  which,  if  re- 
tained, would  probably  require  more  discassioB. 
than,  at  this  late  period,  the  House  would  be  will- 
ing to  devote  to  it;  and  that  it  would,  perhaps  be 
better  not  to  agitate  the  question  during  the  pre*- 
eot  session. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the'Wh<^e  be 
discharged  from  the  funber  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  more  effectual  eoUeetion  of  the  pnbftb 
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TeT«nae  in  the  lawful  mooey  of  the  United  States, 
s  nd  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  apoa 
«be  sabjeet  of  an  Uniform  Natioaal  Carreacy. 
Bngrossed  billa  of  the  foUowiog  titles,  tiz  : 
An  act  to  fix  the  eommimons  of  the  collectors 
'  of  the  direct  lax  and  internal  dotio,  and  to  revive 
'  and  eontinne  in  force  **  An  act  farther  to  provide 
>'  Tot  the  eollecUon  of  daties  on  importa  and  ton> 
:  nage;"  y 
'      An  act  to  increase  the  compensations  now  al- 
!  lowed  by  law  to  impeetora,  measurers,  weighers, 
[  and  gangers,  cmplt^ed  in  the  eolleetion  of  the 
I  enstoms; 

i  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
<  ciets  of  the  State  of  Sonih  Carolina,  authorizing 
the  City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impoxe  ana 
eollect  a  duty  oo  the  tonnage  of  Teasels  from  for- 
eign ports;  and  to  acts  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
authorizing  the  imposition  and  collection  uf  a  duty 
on  the  tonnage  of  veascU  in  the  ports  of  Saran- 
nafa  and  St.  Mary's; 

Att  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
aet  of  the  Cleoeral  Assembly  of  Virginia,  therein 
mentioned ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  orphan 
children  of  Zacqnille  Morgan,  late  a  captain  in 
Ibe  United  States'  Army; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hamon  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross  and  Sam- 
uel Breck,  surviving  execators  of  Charles  Ross, 
deceased ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrar,  William 
Yoang,  William  Mosetey,  and  William  Leach ; 

An  act  fcHT  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson ; 

An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Botler ; 

An  act  aathorizing  the  payment  for  the  court- 
house  of  Hamilton  county,  In  the  State  of  Ohio; 

An  aet  for  the  relief  oif  Rufns  8.  Reed  and 
itaniel  Dobbins ; 

An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton } 

An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Manasseh  Miner ; 

An  net  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  Gatesby 
Jones; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Flood ; 

An  aet  for  the  relief  of  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  Washinston  Bridge  Company ; 

An  aet  for  the  relin  of  Asber  Palmer; 

An  aet  for  the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  Clin- 
ton connty,  in  the  State  of  New  York; 

An  aet  for  the  relief  of  John  Crosby  and  John 
Crosby,  jr. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Epbraim  Shayler ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Taylor  &  McNeal,  Evans 
A  MeNeaL  and  Henry  and  John  McLeister ; 

An  aet  for  the  lelief  of  Charles  Todd : 

An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parish ; 
'  An«el  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Aodrain; 

An  aot  for  therelief  of  a  company  of  non-com- 
miMioned  officers  and  privates,  of  the  20th  brigade 
of  Virginia  militia,  commanded  by  Captain  Jon- 
athan Wamsley : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  O'Flyng  and 
Abigail  O'FIyog  and  Edmund  0*Flyog; 

An  act  to  lutborize  the  sale  of  lands  forfeited 
10  the  United  States,  in  the  district  of  Jefi!ersoD- 
,    ville,  at  the  land  oflke  in  said  district ; 
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An  act  for  the  payment  of  militia  claims,  in 
the  eases  therein  mentioned;  and 

An  aet  for  the  relief  of  certain  owners  of  goods 
entered  at  Hampden,  in  the  District  of  fibine; 
were  aevcraily  read  the  third  time  and  passed.- 

A  Joint  resolution  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  to  compile  and  print,  once  in  every  two 
years,  a  register  of  all  officers  and  agents,  civil, 
military,  and  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  Uniteo 
States,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  ta 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
alter  the  road  laid  out  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids 
of  the  river  Miami,  of  Lake  Erie,  to  the  western 
line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve;"  *'An  act  to 
authorize  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  to 
sell  a  certain  part  of  a  tract  of  land,  reserved  for 
the  use  of  said  State ;"  and.  **An  act  supplement- 
ary  to  an  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  mak- 
ing certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia,"  were  severally  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  House  reaolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  % 
Bible  Societies  of  the  United  States;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
with  amendments,  which  were  read  and  concur- 
red in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  alter  certain  parts  of 
the  aet  providing  for  the  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein  the  bill  was  reported  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  HoQse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  lha  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to 
increase  the  pension  of  William  Monday ud 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  hill  was  re- 
ported with  an  amendment,  whieii  was  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  Hoose,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hill  of  this  House,  further  ex- 
tending the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  military 
land  warrants,and  for  other  purposes:  and  on  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  further  extending  the  time 
for  issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  and  afier  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  was  reported 
without  amendment. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  bill  from  the  Senate 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  and  that  the  biU 
of  this  House  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  Sarah  Baatoa 
and  Dorothy  Storer;  and  after  some  lime  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  refused, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Moses 
Turner ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
hill  was  reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  tike  table. 
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Th«  HooM  resolred  iuelf  ioio  «  CommUt«e  of 
cbe  Whole  on  the  bill  coDfirming  ceruin  landt 
in  the  couDiy  of  ArkaoMs,  io  the  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory, 10  the  heirs  of  Blisba  Winter,  deceued, 
10  the  heirs  of  William  Wiaier,  deceased,  and 
to  Gabriel  Winter;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without  Knead- 
ment,  and  ordered  to  b«  engrossed,  and  re«d  « 
third  time  lo-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Crawford  and  Frederick  Bates;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an 
wneodmeDt,  which  was  md  and  eoaoorred  in 
J[ty  the  House,  and  the  biU  ordered  to  be  eogrosied, 
«pd  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  letolved  itvetf  ioio  a  Cownittee  of 
tiia  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  reUef  of  the  heirs 
of  Alexander  Roxburgh,  deceased,  and  on  the 
petition  of  Maria  8.  Tyson ;  and  after  some  time 
apent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  amend- 
meats,  wbico  were  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  HoDse ;  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  said  bill 
be,  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow, 
aod  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  dis- 
charged from  further  considering  the  petition 
of  Maria  S.  Tyson,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  E*eDsioos  and  RcToiatioiiary 
Claims. 

A  messMe  from  (he  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  pM^d  the  bill  "m^ing 
apiHopriations  for  the  support  of  Gorerameot 
for  the  year  1816,"  with  amendmeDt*,  In  which 
they  ask  the  coacurrence  of  this  Hoaae.  The 
Saitate  hare  passed  a  bill  "  concerniDg  the  entry 
of  reseels  at  the  port  of  MiddletowQ,"anda  reso- 
lution "for  printrng  the  laws  relatir*  to  natural- 
istatioBf'Mn  which, bill  and  resolution  they  ash 
■lha  oaMvcoBoe  .of  this  House. 

The  ibliowiog  Message  was  received  from  the 
PuaiSBKT  OF  THE  Umitgd  Stat&s  : 

Rqtrtttntmtivuqfthe  Unittd  StaieM.-. 
With  a  view  to  the  mom  coovmistit  nraofeoMiit 
of  the  uaportaat  and  growing  bnaiBesseoaaaeledwidi 
tiw  grant  of  exolwive  rights  to  iarentois  and  anihon, 
I  lacommead  the  wtaMishment  of  a  distiaet  iMm  with- 
ifttheSnaitnentof  State,  to  b*  charged  tharewitb, 
vadar  a  Bbector,  with  a  aalaiy  adeanate  to  his 
rieesi  and  with  the  pdvilege  of  firanung  eommqi^eB- 
tiens  by  mail  from  and  to  the  oflica.  Ixeeoaaend, 
•bo, that  ftutber  nstraintsbe  imposed  oaths  issnesof 
patents  to  wrongful  dsimants,  and  further  gus^ijs  pro- 
vided against  fraadulent  exactions  of  fees  hj  persons 
poasenad  of  patanta. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Af«l  It,  1816. 

The  Message  was  read  aod  ordered  to  lie  on 
,  the  table. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  in  addi- 
tton  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  in  relation  to 
the  Nary  Pension  Fund;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  bill  was  repotted  without 
ameodmeni,  and  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 


the  Whole  oa  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  «■«. 
firming  to  the  Narigatioo  Compaar  of  New  Or- 
leans the  use  and  possession  of  a  let  ia  the  aaid 
city  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  tbeteia,  the  WU 
was  reported  without  ameodment,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  paymaal 
of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  Lerins ;  alu,  oa  Che 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afl^rs  oa  the 
petition  of  John  Rodgers,  and  others,  and  on  iJm 
petition  of  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others ;  aad  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reportai 
with  an  amendneot  J  also^  the  agreemeat  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  naoiatioo  a«^ 
mi  tied  ia  the  aaid  report. 

The  ameodi^eat  to  t^  said  bill  wu  coaewfed 
in  by  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  hn  oatroieod 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  submitted  in  the  report  afof«< 
said  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  foUowa: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
John  Rodgers,  and  otbera,  ia  reMffaable  and  aa(ht 
to  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Comraiuee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs prepare  aad  report  a  bill  in  pursuance  of  tha 
said  resolution,  and  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  a  further  eoosidera- 
tioBof  the  petition  of  the  aforesaid  Joseph  Stewart, 
and  others,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  said  • 
Committee  on  Naral  A&irs. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cemmiuce  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samagl 
Dick,  William  Bruce,  aad  Am  Kitehell ;  aad  af- 
ter some  time  spent  tbcreia,  ilw  biU  was  npMMd 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  tw  cagCNaed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-monow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Wiwle, 
00  the  bill  making  an  appropriatioa  for  the  im^ 
prorement  of  the  C^itol  Square.  The  blank 
was  filled,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tdckbr,  with  the 
sum  of  $30,000;  and  Mr.  Cut  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  object  of  the  bill ;  «h«a 
the  Committee  reported  the  bill  and  anaadmenlc 
,  to  the  House. 

Tbeamendneataikd  the  bill  itsejf  were  c^paaed 
by  Messrs.  Wbigbt  and  NBi.aoit,  the  fonaw  of 
whom  morcd  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  aad  were 
adrocated  by  Messrs.  TucEsajCuaoDB,  Jmcit 
son,  and  RoaaaTfloa.  Ur.  WaiOKT^a  mosion 
was  negatired ;  aad  be  then  demanded  the  yt» 
and  nays  on  the  questioa  of  engrqesiog  tJia  bilL 
which  were  refund  by  the  House  {  aad  tb*  tm 
was  finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thi'iri 
reading  to-morrow. 

^  The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "making  appropriaiioos  for  the  sa|^ort  of 
Qovernment  for  the  year  1816,"  were  read  »ad 
eommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoaae 
on  the  report  of  the  Committca  of  Waya  aad 
Means  upon  the  subject  of  rereuue. 

FstDiT,  April  18. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Ceoi- 
merce  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  th* 
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rtUefof  iMte  LftwresM  aod  olbm,  menkaiiiai, 
of  New  York ;  tvhicb  wm  i^ad  twice,  aoi  con- 
miuad  to  a  CoouDittce  of  tha  Whole. 

Mr.  Nbwton  frovi  tbe  saiac  eonmittee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Seaate  "  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  aad  Joha  DeoniSf"  re- 
porlcd  the  aame  wHhoat  ancndBMiit,  aad  the  hilt 
wa»  eonmiiled  to  tbt  Committea  of  the  Wh<^ 
on  the  report  of  the  Conmittaa  of  Ways  and 
Means  upoa  the  petitions  of  Blisha  Talbot  and 
other*. 

lit.  WiiQHT,  from  the  Commiuee  on  the  Jadi- 
eiuTi  npoiiad  a  bUl  conoemiog  the  owners,  offi* 
e«rs,aadorawof  thelaitpriTateerBooer;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-dajr. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiaiis 
be  discharged  from  so  mooh  of  tbe  petition  of 
CaptniOj  David  Porter,  ae  h«s  been  referred  to 
tbain,  and  that  be  have  Leave  to  withdraw  tfaa 
same,  with  the  accompuiyiog  dooiBwnls. 

Mr.  Calbodil  from  the  CQnnittae  on  an  Uai* 
form  National  Carreney,  reported,  in  a  snodifted 
shapc^  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  eoUafitiag  the 
rarenoe  in  the  1^1  euiraneir.  The  amaiimieftt 
made  by  tbe  eoamittee  t«  the  lull,  eouiais  in 
sinking  out  the  3d  section,  whieh  imposed  a  stamp 
datj  of  ten  per  cent,  on  me  notes  of  those  bankn 
which  ahail  not  pay  specie  «n  the  Slat  of  Deecm- 
bei  sat,  leaving  oiJy  tbe  prorision  whieh  es- 
eLndc9  snob  notes  from  being  xeceived  in  ^ymaat 
of  debts  due  tbe  United  Stales.  The  bill  was 
eoofeoaitted  to  ■  Commiuee  of  the  Wbsic. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  QaoavaiioB,  the  Oommitlee 
apposnted  on  the  subject  «f  ma  Uniform  NatioBal 
OormeiF  were  iostrueied  to  inquire  in  the  expe- 
diency of  prohibitiog,  by  law,  tbe  ezporutioo  tS 
boUion  and  specie  from  tbe  United  Slates  for  a 
Limited  period,  and  that  they  report  thtecen  to 
this  House. 

On  motion  of  fiir.  Jimiiian,  a  commiRce  was 
appotatad  to  iaqniia  what  amandiBcntSi  if  any, 
are  necessary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  gnat- 
•Off  hoonlies  in  lud,  nu  extra  pay,  to  eartnin 
Caandinn  tnlantMn,"  with  leave  to  report  by  bill 
•t  oaharwiea^Massr*.  JaHiiiiMa,  Vatbs,  and 
BuLBaoBB,  were  appointed  the  said  eommittee. 

Oreleredj  That  the  bill  prortdiog  an  addittonat 
c«mp«nsanon  to  tbe  District  ludge  of  the  Boath* 
em  District  of  New  York,  with  the  amendment 
depend!^  tbereto,  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Woole  to-dav. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  an  aftpropriatioo  for 
naduaiing,  enclosing,  and  uiproviDg  the  Capital 
Square,  was  read  tbe  third  Ume,  and  the  question 
on  its  passage  stated.  This  question  gave  rise  to  a 
sho  1 1  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  SHrra  of  MarylMuL 
ToaKsn,  Rjethoum,  aad  CtrrnnaaT,  advaoaMa 
tba  bill ;  and  Messrs.  Root,  Huwim,  Wniaar, 
pHnc*atiw,aad  Wainnnt  omosad  iu  The  Jasi 
nanad  gtnt|«Biaa  movad  to  lay  the  bill  on  tb< 
tabla,  which  -  motion  finally  prevailed— -ayas  t6i, 
Boeaol;  and  tbe  bUliias  oa  the  table  accotdin^y. 

An  ang rassed  bill  confirming  ccrtaia  lands  » 
the  eouniy  of  Arkaa«a«,  in  tbe  Territory  of  Mim 
aowi,  to  tha  h«in  «f  AUsha  Winter,  daaaaaed,  ta 


tbe  heirs  of  William  Winter,  deceased,  and  to 
Gabriel  Winter,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  en  the  table. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  followiag  tides,  to  wit: 

An  act  proriding  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  oi 
land  at  tbe  British  jort,  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake, 
at  tka  foot  of  tbe  rapi^  {  and  for  othw  purposes  j 

An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  land  at  rim 
lower  rapids  of  Bandnskf  river ; 

An  act  providing  for  the  distrihniion  of  oaa 
hnodred  thonaand  dollars  amnng  the  cutorsoiT 
tbe  Algerine  vessels,  cqMored  and  reatorcd  to  tba 
Dejr  of  Algiers ; 

An  net  to  alter  etrtain  parts  of  the  aot  provid- 
ing for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
touri  i 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samnel  Dick,  WtUiam 
Bruce,  and  Aw  Eitebell ; 

An  aot  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Alenndar 
Boahn^,  deceased ; 

An  aot  for  the  relief  of  William  Crawford, 
Frederick  Bates,  aud  William  Garrard :  and 

An  act  aoihortatng  the  payment  of  a  snm  of 
monny  to  James  Levins;  were  scraially  read  tha 
third  time,  and  nassnd. 

An  •nfreasadbiU  fnr  the  raliefof  the  Bible 
Societies  of  the  Uuted  States,  was  read  tha  thiid 
time  wd  paasad. 

Ordend,  That  the  title  be  ^An  net  for  the  free 
ifflpocMiottofMercetype  plates^andtoeneovrage 
tbe  prfnting  and  gratuitoas  distribntioa  itf  tha 
Serwtnfea,by  the  Bible  Boetetiea  within  the  UaL- 
ted  States. 

Bills  from  tbe  Senate  of  the  foUowieg  titlea,  tn 
wit: 

An  aot  to  inesaase  the  penaioa  of  William 
Mondar;  waa  rend  tha  third  third  time  ns  amend* 
edj  UM 

Aa  act  funbar  extending  the  time  for  issning 
and  locating  asilitary  land  warranu ;  a«d  for 
•tfaer  pivpoaaa  f  and 

An  act  confirming  to  tbe  Narifation  Company 
of.  Nmir  Orlanns,  the  ns«  and  possession  of  n  lot 
in  ^  aaid  nity ;  vm  aevernUy  rend  the  tkini 
time  and  paased. 

Tbe  bill  ftan  the  Senate  conccrnug  the  nntry 
of  vessels  at  the  port  of  Middtetown,  was  vaaq 
twie^  aad  wnTtad  le  a  Cmnntittea  of  the 
Whole. 

Tbe  rcsaltttiott  from  the  Senue  "  for  tbe  priafr< 
iaC  the  lam  relative  to  Batncalisatkn,"  was  read 
three  tiniss,  and  pnssed. 

TheHousaresalveditselfinionCommiMasafthe 
Whole,  oa  theinU  from  theSeimie  "anihorninfr 
the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ground  belonging  to  the  Unt- 
ied BtaMifrSitQBled  in  the  town  of  Knozville,  in 
the  State «(  Tennessee;"  and,  after  oome  time 
spent  tbeieia,  the  hill  was  reported  vitbont  amanH 
ment,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  thisd  tiaM  Mm 
nernnr. 

The  HonsB  nanlrcd  Usetf  into  a  Committee  «f 
the  Whak^  on  tha  bill  eonoevning  Phamoh  Far- 
rov»  and  others;  and,  after  acme  time  ^n* 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  withont  amend- 
mant,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  Mad  a 
third  lime  lo^mrraw. 
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The  House  reaolved  itteir  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  od  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Leveauz  Trudeauj  aod,  after  some  time  spent 
thereio,  the  bill  wa«  reported  withoot amendment, 
and  ordered  to  be  eogroned,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  Honse  reeidvcd  itMlf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  reward  the  offlcen  and 
crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  CoBttitotiOD, 
fin  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop^>f-war  Le- 
vant; and,  after  some  time  spent  thereio,  the  bill 
wai  reported  without  amendmeot,  and  ordered  to 
be  eogrosaed,  and  read  a  third  time  io-morro«. 

The  House  resolred  itself  ioto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  hill  from  ikc  Senate  "  provid- 
ing for  the  settlement  of  certain  accoonis  against 
the  Library  of  Congress,  and  for  establishing  the 
lalarjr  of  the  Librarian and,  after  some  lime 
apent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment i  which  was  concarred  in  hf  the  Hoase,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
mtKrow. 

The  Honse  reaoUed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
dw  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
H.  Boyle ;  and,  after  some  lime  qwat  therein,  the 
MU  waa  reported  with  an  amendment :  which  was 
concurred  in  bv  the  Honse,  and  the  oill  ordered 
to  be  engrosseo,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  Charles  Dolpb,  deceased ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported with  an  amendment;  which  was  concur* 
red  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  lo  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  "freasury  to  cancel  certain  export  bonds 
executed  by  Casper  C.  Schult ;  aod^  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  eogroeaed,  and  read 
a  third  time  tonnorrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commluee  of  tbe  Whole 
be  discharged  from  tbe  farther,  cooaideratiaa'  of 
the  bill  relating  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  it  be  indcflnitely  post- 
poned. 

A  messsge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  tbe  Senate  hare  disagreed  to  the  amendmenu 
proposed  by  this  House  to  tbe  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, *^to  increase  tbe  pension  of  William  Mun- 
day;"  and  they  hare  receded  from  their  fifth 
amendment  to  the  bill  of  this  House,  "  making 
appropriations  for  tfaeauppmrt  of  Chtverament  for 
the  year  1816." 

Tbe  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  conStming  tbe  titles  of 
certain  parchasers  of  land,  who  purchased  from 
the  Board  of  Trastoee  of  the  Vfoeenoea  Onirer- 
aity ;  and,  afUr  some  time  spent  therein,  the  UH 
was  reported  with  an  amendment  j  which  waa 
concurred  in  by  tbe  House,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engroesed,  and  read  a  third  time  to*morrow. 

The  House  ruolred  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Yoaog 
King,  a  Chief  of  the  Senen  tribe  of  IndiaDa; 


and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  _„ 
reported  with  amendments;  which  were  codcut- 
red  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
eo^Bsed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolred  ittelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bUI  authorizing  the  paynteni 
of  a  snm  of  money  to  John  T.  Courtney  ud  Sam- 
ttet  Harrison,  or  their  legal  representatires;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  wss  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  ea- 
grossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  graDiing  to  AmosSpaSbrd 
tbe  right  of  pre-emption ;  and.  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  wilhooi  am^* 
mem,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to  morrow. 

Tbe  House  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day.  On  catling  tbe  bill  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  Admirals  in  the  naral  service,  Mr.  Plu* 
SAMTS  mored  that  the  House  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  that  bill;,  which  notion  was 
negatircd— ayes  38,  noes  54.  . 

The  bill  toestabtiah  a  National  Unireraity-  was 
also  called  up  by  Mr.  Wilo^  but  the  Hoose  re- 
fused to  consider  it  by  a  large  majority. 

GENERAL  APPR0PIUA7I0N  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  iato  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  on  the  amendments  reported -by  th« 
Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  tbe  year  1816 ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  tbe  bill  waa  re- 
portedj  with  tbe  agreement  of  the  Committee  to 
the  said  amendments,  with  an  amendment  to  the 
last ;  which  was  read,  and  concurred  io  by  the 
House. 

The  first,  second,  third,  aad  fourth,  of  tbe  said 
ameodmnts  of  the  Senate,  were  thoa  coaearied 
in  by  the  House. 

The  quesdon  waa  then  uken  lo  eoacar  with 
the  Senate  in  their  fifUi  amendment,  amended  to 
read  as  fallows : 

Smo.  S.  And  bt  it  fmtktr  tnatHmif  That,  Jar  lha 
present  year,  there  sbaU  be  silowad  to  tbe  dnks  em- 
ployed in  the  diffecent  offices,  and  to  the  prin4q«l  sad 
engrossing  clerks  in  Um  offices  of  tbe  Secretaij  ctf  the 
Senate  and  tbe  Clerk  of  the  Honse  of  Repiesentativea, 
the  following  additiooal  compensatioD,  that  is  to  say : 
to  all  clerks  who  receive  salanes,  reqractively,  not  ex- 
ceeding $800,  an  addition  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  to 
such  stJatj;  to  those  above  9B0(^  and  not  exceeding 
91,350,  twenty  per  cent. ;  to  those  above  9l|SfiO,  and 
not  exceeding  $1,600,  fifteen  per  cent.;  and  to  tfaoes 
above  $1,600,  and  not  exceeding  $t,000,  ten  per  cent^ 
and,  moreover,  an  additional  sum  of  twenty  per  cent, 
riiall  be  allowed  to  tbe  messengers  and  asnstants, 
reajMctively ;  and,  fat  tbe  porposes  mentioBed  in  this 
sectioci,  the  snm  of  9M,0H  be,  and  the  same  is  hete- 
bj,  appropriated. 

And  tbe  questioa  txiag  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  tbe  negative — yeasfiS,  nays  63,  as 
follows : 

TsAS— Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baker, -Betta, 
Boss,  BredieDrldge,  Cbasapion,  (Sarke  of  NerA  Cai^ 
oUna,  CJaik  of  Keotadv.  Cleodaainn,  Coooar,  Gidgb. 
MB,  Calpeper,  CathbasW  Paasapei^  Dasha,  Fofngr, 
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Fonjtb,  Gold,  Ghriflbi,GnMreaor,Huiunand,  Hunoni 
Hi^tkiiutHi*  Ha(«r,  Hnngarfoid,  Irwin  of  PenB^ytva- 
nim,  JukMD,  Law,  Lov«U,  Lowodea,  Mayiant,  McLaan 
of  Kentackj,  McLaan  of  Ohio,  Middloton,  Mtlnor, 
MomIov,  Horfroe,  Newton,  Ormiby,  Pickana,  Pickm- 
ing,  riper,  Pleuanti,  Powellt  R^nolda,  Savaga, 
Sdienck,  Smith  of  Manlaod,  StnrM  Taonil,  Td- 
&ir,  Tocker,  Voee,  Ward  of  Munehnwtt^  Wendovar* 
Tbomui  Waaortj  and  Wright. 

Nxra — Mesna.  Archer,  Barbour,  Bauett,  Barliea, 
Bennett,  Brooks,  Brown,  Bomiide,  Cady,  Caldwell, 
Calhonn,  Cannon,  Glaytoa,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
dict.  Cooper,  Crawford,  Crocberon,  Darlington,  Ed- 
wude,  Gaston,  Glasgow,  Hshn,  Hale,  Hall,  Hardin, 
Hawes,  Heister,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr  of 
Tiq^ttb,  LaaffSon,  Lvm^in,  Lrle,  Lyon,  Maday, 
Manh,  MaCoy,  McKae,  Moor^  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Neyei,  Parrie,  Raed,  Roane,  Root,  Rngglae,  Oiarpe, 
teitb  of  Pana^jlnatia,  Smilh  ef  Virginia,  Sontherd, 
Tanl.  Towniead,  WaUaea,  Waidof  Now  York,  Whea> 
tea,  Wbiteiid«,Wil(iax,  Wilde.  WiUimWUIongfeiby, 
■ad  Yaneay. 

Satordat,  April  13. 

The  SpBAKU  kid  before  tb«  Hoose  a  lettar, 
■ddrcased  to  him  by  James  Thomu^  reqweting 
his  fteeoaals,  and  the  ehaives  cxbiluttd  against 
him  on  aceoiut  of  bis  eoBdoct  as  Qoartanustn 
Gtneral  in  the  armits  of  the  Uaiiad  Btatts.  It 
was  ie(«rrcd  to  the  aricot  committn  appoiattd 
m  tho  llth  ultimo,  on  the  aooaants  of  the  said 
Aimes  Thomas. 

Mr.  MoLkak,  of  Ohio,  p  rosea  led  a  petition  of 
sundry  inhabiiantaof  Cioeunati,  and  its  noinlty, 
iu  the  Slate  Ohio^  praying  that  soma  provision 
may  be  made  for  the  saapori  of  C^nel  Zebnlon 
Pike,  the  father  of  the  late  Qeaeral  Pike,  whom 
the  petitienera  represent  to  be  in  reduced  einum- 
suaces.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paasions 
and  Revolntiooary  Claima. 

Mr.  Calbooii,  from  the  Committee  on  National 
Cnrrenoy,  who  were  iaatraeted  to  inquire  into 
the  ezpedteaey  of  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  eximtation  of  bullion  and  specie,  reported  a 
resolution,  that  it  is  iaexpedioDt,  at  the  prsssnt 
tim^  to  make  the  prohtbition ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FoaarrB,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Aflaim,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  "  to  establish  a  system  of  aavigatioa  for 
the  United  Slaics,"  reported  the  saute  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Wbole. 

The  SpBauB  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  letter  from 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  aceompanied  with 
a  statement  of  tbe  loans  made  to  the  Goremmcnt 
by  the  several  banks  within  the  United  Slates 
since  Ist  March,  1812;  which  wan  ordered  to 
lie  on  tbe  table. 

Ordertdf  Thai  tbe  bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  eoclosiog  and  improving  the  public  square 
near  the  Capitol,  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee 
ef  the  Whole  to4ay. 

TbeUoUKe  proceeded  to  reconsider  thAr  amend- 
ment, propesad  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "to 
UMwease  the  peasioa  of  Wiltiam  Uaaday,"  to 


which  the  Senate  have  disagreed ;  whereopon,  It 

was  resolred  that  (his  House  recede  from  their 

said  amendment. 

Bogrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  concerning  Pbaraoh  Farrow,  and  others;  < 
An  act  fur  the  relief  of  Charles  Leranx  Tru- 

deau; 

An  act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  tbe 
frigate  ConstitotioB,  for  tbe  capture  of  tbe  Brilidk 
sloop-of'War  Levant ; 

An  act  for  tbe  relief    the  widow  and  ehildres 
of  Charles  Dolph,  deceased ; 
An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle; 
An  net  for  the  relief  of  Young  King,  a  Chief 
of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians; 

Au  act  confirmiag  tbe  titles  of  certain  pur- 
ehaseia  of  lands,  who  purebased  from  the  Board 
of  Trtistees  of  tbe  Vinceones  University; 

An  act  authorising  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  John  T.  Courtney  and  Samuel  Hani- 
son,  or  their  legal  representatives; 

An  act  graatiog  Amoe  Spaftm  the  right  of 
pre-emption ; 

An  act  aotboriziog  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  to  cancel  eertain  export  bonds  executed 
by  Gasper  C.  Sebnlt;  were  sereiaUy  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Bills  of  the  Senate,  of  the  following  tttlc^  to 
wit: 

An  act  aothorhdu  the  uS»  of  a  lot  of  ^oand 
belonging  to  the  United  Stntes,  situated  in  tbe 
town  of  KnozTille,  and  State  of  Tennessee; 

An  act  provldiog  fm  the  settlement  of  eertain 
accounts  against  the  Library  of  Congres^  and 
for  establishing  tbe  salary  of  tbe  Librarian,  as 
amended ;  were  sererally  read  tbe  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Tbe  title  of  tbe  latter  bill  was  amended,  by  in- 
serting, after  the  word  Congress,  these  words: 
"for  extending  the  privilege  of  nsing  the  books 
therein." 

Tbe  House  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Wbole,  on  the  joint  resolntion  to  indemnify 
Jabez  liowry,  and  others;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  tbe  resolutioa  was  reported,  with 
an  amendment;  which  was  eOneorred  in  by  the 
House,  and  tbe  icsOluiitm  ordered  to  be  engroieed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Wbole,  on  tbe  Irill  for  tbe  relief  of  BItzabetb 
Hamilton ;  and,  on  tbe  question  of  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  eagrosicd  for  a  third  reading- 
Mr.  Root  spoke  at  eonsideraUe  length,  and 
with  muoh  zeal  against  the  bill  ;  and  moved  that 
it  be  recommitted  to  tbe  Committee  <tf  Pensions, 
that  they  mi|rht  supervise  their  report;  whieb 
motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  WnioHT, 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Com0tock,  aad  Pioxna- 
iNO,  in  soppOTt  of  which  various  documents  were 
read,  and  further  opposed  by  Mr.  Root;  after 
which,  tbe  question  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a 
third  reading,  was  carried  bya  large  majority.  • 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wholfc  on  the  bill,  snpntemantarjr  to  th'h  aet 
paMdoa  tbo80lhdarorMarcb,180«,tOf«g»- 
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Ute  trade  and  iotenoarie  with  the  ladHui  tibca, 
and  to  preserTe  peace  on  thefroBtieri;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  Ibernn,  the  bill  was  reported 
wilbancBdmeati;  which  were  eooewreil  in  br 
the  Hons*,  aad  the  bill  orderad  tn  be  c^froseed, 
Md  read  a  third  time  on  Hondar  next. 

A  menage  from  the  Senate  iaformed  tbe  Hoase 
that  Ihe  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  "to  enable 
the  yaopfe  of  tbe  lodiuia  Territorf  to  form  a 
Constitution  and  Stale  Goreinnent,  and  for  the 
adniasioD  o|'  sueb  State  into  the  Union,  oa  an 
eqael  footing  with  tbe  orifiBal  States;"  and  tbe 
bill,  "  to  abolish  the  existing  duties  on  sniriu  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  to  lay  other 
duties  Id  lieu  of  those  at  pmsat  impeaed  on  li- 
censes to  distillers  of  spiriliMns  liquors,"  with 
amendmeau  to  each;  io  which  tbey  ask  thecon- 
carrenes  of  this  Honsek 

Tbe  Homo  resolTed  itself  into  a  Comauttee  of 
the  Wbole,  on  the  ImU  providiafc  for  the  sale  of 
certain  lands  in  tbe  State  of  Ouo,  fomeriy  set 
apart  for  refofaes  from  Canada  and  Nora  BooCia ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  tbe  bill  was 
veaorted  whh  amendments;  which  wereeononr- 
f«d  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
angrassed,  and  read  a  third  time  en  Moaday  next. 

INCREASE  OP  THE  NAVY. 

Tbe  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  proridiog  for  the  gradual  increase  of 
tbe  Nary. 

Mr.  PLBAaANTa  (ehairmaa  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee) entered  into  a  detailed  stalemeat  of  the 
consideratioDS  on  whicb  the  committee  had 
fiirmed  the  .  bill,  and  tbeir  reasons  fn  ikriatiag 
from  a  prcnise  adherence  le  the  Sceretary's  re- 
commendatioos.  It  was  within  the  recoUcstioa 
of  the  Comnuttee,  that,  In  a  repact  made  (o  tbe 
Senate  in  the  earlier  put  of  the  scssioa  of  Con- 
ffiass,  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Nary  reoomnunded 
an  annual  addition  to  the  present  Nary  of  ane 
ship  of  serenty-fonr  guns,  two  of  forty-oor,  and 
two  Bloops-•^war  of  «b«  heariesi  claai.  The 
oommitWe,  Mr.  P.  said,  had  bestowed  mnob  coo- 
sideraiion  on  tbe  sabjeot,  and  after  sbcaiatng  all 
the  ioforfflalioft  tbey  coald  from  the  seucces  cal- 
cttlated,  in  their  jn^nenu,  to  fttmisb  tbe  best, 
they  had  determined  to  reeomnwnd  to  tbe  Honse 
the  proriaions  contained  in  the  prassnt  bill. 
These  would  hare  been  some  difficvlty  in  fnm- 
iag  a  law  in  snch  a  way  as  to  have  prorided  for 
a  certain  annual  addition  to  the  Nary.  Tbe 
thabersaad  other  Bceesiary  maierialt  conild  not 
han  been  pnMtand  in  saoh  a  way  as  to  ioauM  a 
punctual  cMoplianee  with  the  law.  The  com- 
mittee, iberefere,  dateiuiaed  to  raeomntnd  an 
annual  appropriation  of  one  niilUaa  «f  dallais  fmr 
eight  years;  ihiswotild  awkeaoadditiaa  is  ear 
pneaat  aaral  foioe  of  nine  aaffeMy-fo«a<«;ini 
aU^  twain  af  forty-four  g«ns,  and  three  steam 
hMtcriasj  two  of  the  latter  to  be  applied  to  the 
defmoa  of  the  watws  of  tbe  Chenpeahe,  and  ana 
to  the  delenee  of  Naw  Orkana.  The  Bisorecary's 
plan  of  adding  one  aetfenfty-fouii,  two  forty-fours, 
aad  ttro  sloops,  annaaUy,  would  hare  required  aa  I 
appiapriatHA  for  that  term  nf  «pwavds  of  a  mil-1 


lioa  of  doUars.  Mr.  P.  obsctrad  diat  it  was  th« 

r'  lion  of  ibc  best  inforawd  of  oar  naral  ofteers 
oar  foads  had  bener  be  applied  tomrds  pro- 
cwing  henry  ships  immediatefy;  that  sloops-of- 
war,  though  of  great  use  in  time  of  war,  might 
easily  be  proenred  in  a  rery  short  time  by  the 
OorerDmcai,  either  by  hsrin'  them  built  ac  on 
own  yards  or  by  contract.  Indeed,  it  was  the 
opinion  of  one,  at  least,  rery  intelligent  offiecr, 
that  sloops-of-war  ought  not  to  form  a  peraaaeot 
part  of  our  Nary  at  all;  but  when  it  was  found 
neoessary  to  use  ihem  in  time  of  war,  they  AonU 
be  sold  oa  the  return  of  peace.  According  loan 
estimate  mad*  in  the  begioniag  of  the  saasioa  to 
the  Senate  by  ibe  Sovetar^  of  the  Nary,  and 
which  is  oa  the  files  of  thw  House,  it  wiU  ba 
seen,  that  to  btiUd  and  equip  a  *eTeaty-fbar«aa 
ship,  U  will  east  ^fSMfieai  this  sqm,  malttpfied 
by  nine— the  nnmber  of  sevsnty-fenrs  propoaod 
to  ba  fanitt  in  eight  yean-^ill  make  $ade9,7ML 
The  building  and  equipping  a  forty-foar^nm 
frigate  will  cost  9M6]400,  which  snm,  mnliipliad 
by  twetre,  the  number  of  frigates  proposed  to  be 
built  in  eight  years.  wHl  make  tbe  ram  $3^,800. 
The  three  steam-batteries  dwy  had  allowwt  to 
take  one  milhoa  of  dollars  more.    Thiu  iba 
whole  sum  estimated     the  committee  for  bnild- 
ing  the  proposed  8hips-<^-tfae-line,  beary  frigates 
aad  steam-batteries,  is  ^j6M^B69.  The  commtc- 
Ue  took  some  pains  to  aseertain,  as  far  as  snch  m. 
thUig  could  be  aseertaued  with  anything  like 
certainty,  ibe  capacity  of  tbe  United  Sutes  to 
man  a  fleet  of  snch  a  description  as  tba  proposed 
addition  will  gire  us.    From  information  r*. 
oeired  from  the  most  iatelliMiu  sooroe^  tbey 
bate  no  donbt  that  svah  a  fleet  may  be  easily 
manned.  The  present  nnmber  of  seaman  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  is  not  aseertained  with 
preetatan;  it  is  probably  little  or  aiMbiag  short  af 
serenty,  perhaps  eigh^  ibousBBd.  One  fourth 
of  this  number  may  be  eatonlaled  oa  At  pnblic 
serrioa.  The  nombM  d  prhm  seuaea  ulawad 
to  a  sereaty-fnir  is  two  hoadred ;  ordinary  sea- 
men and  boys,  three  hundred;  twrire  sercnty- 
foiae,  thea,  will  require  two  thousand  fonr  haa- 
di«d  prnae,  aad  three  thonsnnd  six  haadred  ordi- 
nary seamen  and  boys— ^jx  thousand  in  the 
whole'  -aad  so  in  proportion  for  IVigMcs,  sloops' 
of-war,  die.   It  was  well  known  also,  that  «f  me  i 
wdinary  acamen  and  beys,  landsmen  aaay  hm^ 
up  a  part;  men  who  can  be  taught  to  baa- 
d(a  tbe  guns.   The  whole  Mpense  of  keeping  a 
serenty-four  in  serrice  for  one  year  is  estimaiod 
at  9188^740;  ofafbriy.fow,  9134^10.  Thsesti- 
maiea  hoia  referred  to^  satd  Mr.  P.,  are  taken 
£n»  tha  lapert  af  the  SoMetarr  af  the  Nan, 
bcfiira  raftned  ta  t  made  onl  ia  detailed  and  mii- 
nute  stalefflettts,  br  the  assisunee  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Nary,  and  may,  it  is  bdiered, 
ba  oonidently  tetied  on.   It  was  a  raonrinUe 
fact,  tba^  from  tbe  oommenoemaat  of  aar  Raro- 
latiooary  war,  this  nation  had  narar  been  aa- 
gaged  in  war^  but  a  Nary  had  bean  popnlar. 
The  RerblutNMry  Ooogress,  at  a  reff  eariy 
period  of  the  war,anthorixed  the  buiMiny,  eqnip- 
ping,  and  aommiesieaiog  of  tMitata  ahipMBf-var 
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6ve  <^  tbem  frigates.  Tbis,  for  their  limited 
meiDs,  was  a  ffreat  dsaL  Mr.  Jefibnon,  in  bia 
NMea  OB  Vkgtaia,  wriilea  darioK  tbe  war,  Mr. 
P.  beliarcdr  tkoagh  not  pabltthed  till  aoae  time 
after,  with  fall  «iperiniee  of  tbe  immeote  ditad- 
Taota^to  wbioli  we  were  snbjeeied  ia  a  c90D' 
lest  witb  a  nattea  poaMtiii^  a  Maritime  Mtperi* 
witj,  itrea  it  me  his  opiaioo,  that  Vifginia  oogbt 
ta  bena  bar  eieitioiM  toviraa  eqnippiBg  a  naval 
foree.  Tb«  mbmdi  of  that  force  b  not  bow  par- 
linlarlr  taaoUaetad,  tbc  paasaf*  ib  die  liotoe  not 
bsnng  been  Iniely  read ;  but  it  was  believed  that 
tbe  amomt  reeemnMded  by  bia  woaJd  bare 
•ort  tbe  State  of  Viivinia  as  nuieh  at  tbat  time 
at  her  proporltoD  of  tbe  propos^  iocreaie  woold 
now.  Bnt  if  any  erideoee  were  wanting  to  co»- 
viaee  ibis  natten  of  tbe  great  iiDportanee  of  a 
Navjr  as  a  part  of  her  national  defensivo  meana, 
that  eTidenee  has  been  amptjr  flimisbcd  by  the 
events  of  the  late  war ;  ereata,  thanks  to  tbe  gal- 
lantry of  those  who  achieved  them,  which  have 
Mtde  an  impreMion  oo  tbe  pobUc  mind  so  deep 
tbnt  he  hoped  they  weald  amer  be  erased.  Sir, 
yon  have  yenr  seveDty  or  eighty  tboosand  sea- 
men i  unless  you  have  beavy  ships,  ibis  force, 
eoaaisiiBff  of  aomc  of  the  most  gallant  men  in 
tbe  world,  k  lost  to  ibe  pnUte  defeneaw  They 
an  not  on  your  militia  rolls;  they  will  oot  enlist 
in  your  armies ;  tfaay  may  be  eimgnd  in  a  pre- 
Attory  warfare  as  |H!iTMc«raaea  ;  MM,  I  my  agaia, 
a>  a  part  of  yonr  de&Bsin  forac,  without  faeavy 
sbipa,  iboy  are  lost  to  yo«r  eenriefc  Sir,  a  great 
deal  nrigbt  be  eaid  on  tbte  enlgcct.  Mr.  P.  aaid 
he  bad  made  notes  to  sar  noeb  mere,  bat  from 
tlie  sdnaeed  period  of  tbe  setstoo.  not  to  men* 
ticm  the  late  boar  of  tbe  day,  and  belieTiag  the 
pnbUe  mind  to  be  made  up  oo  this  sobjeet,  be 
eonld  not  eoasnt  to  tax  tbe  poiicnee  of  tbe 
Houae  by  pregresaiog  in  bis  remarks }  bat  woold 
witb  pleasure  give  aay  informatron  he  might  po»- 
sess  to  any  gentleman  who  reqvircd  it,  or  answer 
aa  far  as  be  CMld  aay  objeetioa  whieb  sbouM  be 
made  to  tbe  details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clat  proposed  that  tbe  bill  be  so  amended 
as  to  vest  in  the  Pretidutt  a  discretionary  power 
to  eause  the  etenm-batteries  to  be  built  as  soon  as 
be  should  deem  idem  neceemnr,  ivithont  waiting 
••y  partittular  emrgeaoy.  m  reArMd  to  aeme 
eorrospoadenee  between  the  Oorcroor  of  Lo«f»> 
iana,  the  Qeaeral  Ooversmtnt,  and  the  State  of 
Kentneky,  to  riww  tbe  great  anxiety  ftit  on  tbe 
sshject  of  orenii^  at  ooee  a  ppoperdcfenoe  for 
Ike  importaat  etty  of  New  Orleaa*.  The  «l«e- 
lio*  t£  Ibe  bottoica  conid  not  be  eacceated  at  that 
pmnt,  in  ease  of  any  threatening  eireatmstaaee, 
with  nt  mush  promptitnde  as  ia  tbe  Ohewpeake, 
which  was  in  the  vieiaity  of  all  tbe  gmt  re* 
sowroeaof  the  eonntry;  and  it  was  imprtideBt, 
thenfore,  to  delay  the  building  uotH  an  eoMr- 
geney  should  demand  them. 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MiaoiATOK  BMved  to  inetease  the  number 
of  BCenm-fanturim  from  three- to  four,  witb  the 
view  ef  plnoing  oim  <tf  lfa«m  at  CbudeiiMi,  Sovth 
Qarolina. 

Mr.  Plmkkkm  bad'naofe^llM  to  the  nmwtd' 


M.  orm. 


meat.  Tbe  Commlsuoners  of  the  Navy  believed 
thoae  batteries  ooald  be  erected  at  muon  less  ex- 
pense than  tbe  one  built  at  New  York;  and  it 
wee  probable,  he  tbonght,  that  the  appropriatioD 
would  defray  the  cost  of  four. 

Mr.  FoKSTTH  doubled  the  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing this  amendment,  with  tbe  very  little  experi- 
ence which  bad  been  acquired  on  tbe  snlycct.  A 
steam  frigate  conld  gnard  but  one  point}  and  if 
ope  was  voted  to  Curleston  every  town  on  the 
seaboard  mi^t  ask  the  mme ;  and  he  *as  tiBwfi- 
Iwg  to  iBCicase  tbe  number  belbre  their  niility 
was  bcuer  estnblished. 

Mr.  MiDDLETON  added  sobm  remarks  to  show 
tbe  necessity  of  one  of  tbe  steam  batteries  at 
CharlestoB ;  it  being  a  kind  of  defonee  partioulariy 
adapted  to  the  waters  ctf  tbat  oity,  and  much  prn- 
erable  to  land  batteries. 

Mr.  WsBaru  wished,  instead  of  ixiag  the 
statioa  <tf  the  steam  frigates  by  ^w,  that  tbe  MU 
was  so  amended  as  to  allow  them  to  be  moved 
from  one  place  to  another,  as  the  service  might 
icqniie.  lie  presvmed  tb^  might  be  so  madeaa 
to  mafco  their  removal  on  the  eoast  nraeticaWc^ 
and  hoped  tbe  bill  would  be  modified  as  be  sag- 
g«Med. 

Mr.  Lowmma  mid  be  bad  no  farther  iBtersat 
in  tbe  motion  tbnn  Iny  other  gentloBmn  in  tbe 
House ;  but  hmed  the  nmendmeat  wosld  prevail, 
becanse  be  bad  no  doubt,  in  addition  to  giting 
defence  to  tbe  etty  of  Charleston  Jt  wool!  tend 
to  economise  the  public  money.  The  watoia  of 
Cbarleatou,  he  said,  were  peculiarly  fbvorable  fiw 
a  defence  of  this  kind,  and  would  there  tnpersede 
the  necessity  of  additional  defences,  whien  were 
almost  inefeetusl  as  an  outpost  against  a  strong 
nanl  force,  as  every  one  new  with  how  little 
basard  a  ship  of  war  may  at  corcaio  favomUe 
moments  pass  a  stationary  fort.  A  steam  battery 
wonld  save  the  pablic  money,  because  some  of 
tbe  works  were  in  roios,  tbe  i^iriog  of  which 
would  be  n  great  axpCBso.  Mr.  L.  bad  no  doirtK 
that  tta*  proieetfoB  of  Obttlmton  a*  well  Be  of 
other  cities  «oaM  rcccivo  bU  reaaMaUe  attenciM 
from  Qovernment ;  bnt  tbe  alternative  bctiTMi 
repBirlog  works  reqBirtog  sut  or  eeven  hundred 
men  to  defend  them  and  a  len  ezpeasive  yet 
more,  effectual  defenee,  the  tatter  oagbc  to  be 
adopted.  Ho  amed,  however,  with  Mi.  Wb»- 
SMJ^  that  ibo  Beeivtary  of  the  Nvry  oagbt  to 
be  free  to  apply  the  pBMle  aaval  force  to  amy 
point  deemed  by  him  caoct  projwr. 

Mr.  PoBtrvTB  n» pealed,  imu  if  the  reportof  tka 
committee  were  departed  from,  by  addtaga  steam 
fk'igatc  for  Oharlesion,  any  other  mnritlme  tow«s 
might  demand  the  ame.  He  wmi  agaiaii  adopt- 
iag  to  a  greater  eiteai  at  preeen  t  tbe  steam  battery 
sysiem,  in  which  we  bad  no  experience;  aad 
was  averse  m  abandoning  tbc  old  system  in 
which  theexpriencewasample.  He  understood 
tbat  the  steam  frigate  at  Nav  York  cost  nearly 
as  much  asa  Mreaty-lbor,nBd  be  would  wefor 
a  Mvcnty-fiwr,  ontU  be  wns  convinced  of  ue  so- 
perktfityttf  tbe  other  engine.  Mr.  F.  mid  the  turn- 
monis  of  tbe  genilcaaea  who  advocated  flcBthig 
iostcBd  of  land  daftiees,  wcu  to  sipport  his  fpi*. 
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tM*.  as  he  preferred  the  mtbI  defence^  bnt  of  that 
Uscf  whose  attliiy  mod  muageaMDt  we  wm  well 
uaaainttd  with. 

Hr.MiovLBTOii'i  notion  to  iuert  finir  instoad 
of  three  sieam  rrigaics,  was  osgatlrcd  br  a  la^ 

Mr.  WaBSTSa  then  moved  lo  amend  the  bill 
bjr  sttikiBg  out  the  words  direetiog  two  of  the 
Mtteries  to  be  sutioned  io  (he  Chesapeake  and 
the  other  at  New  Oileaas,  lO  as  to  leave  their  ap- 
plication  to  the  direetioo  of  the  President. 

Mr.  RoBBaTOOM  eoold  not  esnseot  to  the  amend* 
ment.  The  creat  distance  of  New  Orleans  from 
the  Seat  of  Government  and  from  other  parts  of 
the  United  States,  required  a  constant  defence 
there ;  it  ooght  not  to  be  left  to  an  nnocrtain  pro- 
lection.  From  the  Chesapeake  and  other  paru 
they  coDld  make  known  their  wants  immediately, 
and  obtain,  in  ease  of  enM^ney,  promptaid  from 
Che  Goremnuot,  faaekcd  also  by  a  nnmeroos 
npmsentntioB  here.    A  steam  frigate  might 

Cisibly  move  from  New  Yorit  to  Pfaihidelpbia, 
the  believed  it  impraetioable  to  navigato  the 
•out  with  them  to  New  Orleans;  a  vovaco  to 
which,  from  any  of  the  other  cities,  was  as  dimcttlt 
and  dangerous  as  one  across  the  Atlan  tic.  It  was 
•htrefore  necessary  to  have  one  bailt  and  su- 
tioned there.  The  PresidfAt  might  not  deem  a 
frignte  so  neeessary^  foi  the  l^ssissippi  as  he  (Mr. 
BO  did,  and  he  wished  to  l?gblate  oa  it  to  put 
bis  object  beyoad  accident  or  anything  else.  The 
Legislatare  of  Louisiana  had  consideifed  it  so  im- 
portant that  tbey  bad  instructed  tbtir  representa- 
lives  in  Congress  to  use  their  best  exertions  to 
obmio  one  for  the  waters  of  that  State.  He  re- 
seated that  a  [dnee  so  important,  ao  we^  and  so 
aitiant,  ought  to  hare  a  ecrlatn  and  assnred  pro- 
taetioo.  Howaver  mveh  may  hare  bean  amtcd 
in  theory  tlwi  atcam  vesseb  could  aavi^ta  the 
oeean,  still  U  remained  untried  and  qtiesuonable. 
He  wanted  no  confidence  in  the  Executive;  hut 
the  best  way,  he  said,  to  get  busiaass  done  is  do 
do  it  ourselves  j  nnd  he  wished,  therefore,  to  se- 
enre  the  defeaco  of  New  Orleans  by  a  tegnktivc 
provision. 

Mr,  Clat  felt  the  same  desire  for  the  defcacc 
of  New  Orleans  as  his  friend  from  Louisiaiia; 
bnt  he  must  surehr  be  struck,  said  Mr.  C,  with 
the  improi^iety  oidirectiog  one  steam  frigate  to 
bsetationednt  this  place  and  one  at  anothert  dbc. 
We  may  eonftdenily  rely,  be  said,  on  the  Presi< 
dent  of  the  United  States  for  the  prudent  appli- 
cation of  the  public  force;  a  eonirary  course 
would  imj^f  a  anspicioa  of  an  improper  employ- 
ment of  the  force  w  the  Bxecotive,  which  he  was 
certain  Uie  Naval  Committee  did  not  mean. 

Mr.  PioauHQ  bad  no  objection  to  the  nmend- 
ment.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  hav- 
ing here  near  him  a  board  of  experienced  naval 
ofiem  would  be  always  ready  to  act  on  the  busi- 
BCM  with  the  best  advice.  He  agreed  with  hlr. 
F0B8TTH,  that  instead  of  additional  steam  bat- 
teries, we  had  better  have  more  seventy>fours, 
which  can  move  with  facilit)[  from  one  point  to 
another.  Steam  frigates  might  be  peculiarly 
proper  for  Chulcatoa  and  New  OdaaUt  and  he 


was  willing  to  have  two  for  these  places,  hat 
more  be  could  not  approTe. 

Mr.  FLaaeanv  said,  that  the  ffaTal  Ceaamiaae 
had  taken  advice  of  iheee  best  qa^fiad  to  aibrd 

it,  aad  they  bad  saoetioncd  the  course  reported 
in  the  Wll.  Hetboughtthere  was  no  impropriety 
in  cxpreasing  by  law  whtn  certain  engiaes  of 
defence  ahomd  he  empbyed.  Tbey  were  doatini 
bntteriei,  and  it  was  no  less  proper  to  ssf  the^ 
should  be  placed  at  particular  poinis,  tbaa  to  di- 
rect by  law  the  erection  of  a  Und  battery  at  this 
or  that  place.  Mr.  P.  adverted  to  the  eoona  par- 
sued  by  the  tale  enemy^  whose  first  attempts  wen 
in  the  Chesapeake,  which  be  lovk  poesessiou  o(^ 
and  of  coarse  of  all  iu  extensive  waters.  Mr.  P. 
also  referred  to  the  wide  scope  which  the  Cheaa- 
teaks  afforded  to  the  operations  f>f  an  enemr  ;  the 
mmcnse  trouble  and  expense  required  to  defend 
iu  shorce  and  those  of  iu  tribatarf  waters;  aad 
to  enforee  the  necesahy^  of  providing  for  it  doW 
a  partijBular  and  adequate  defence  by  which  the 
expease  mi^t  be  avoided  of  oallti^  oat  a  doable 
force  at  so  maay  fninu  to  repel  an  «Mmy  when 
be  came.  Thonch  h^  should  vote  against  the 
amendment,  Mr.  P.  said  he  felt  every  confidence 
in  the  Executive,  and  «hoald  aeguiesce  in  the 
amendmeat  with  pleasure  if  the  Soase  aeeepted 
it 

Mr.  WsBSTBB  said  if  the  President  of  the  Uot- 
ttd  Stales  be  the  CoaBaoder-iifCfaief  of  the 
Naval  fome,  it  was  certainly  improper  to  take 
out  of  bis  hands  the  direction  of  it.  He  consid- 
ered the  steam  frigates  strictly  a  part  of  that  force, 
and  there  was  an  impropriety  in  not  leaving  it  to 
his  eontroL  The  law  aotborixing  the  ooe  bn3i 
at  New  York  did  not  fix  it  there  permanently; 
and  to  do  so  in  this  ease  he  thought  unaecesaary 
as  well  as  improper,  bdieving  tut  those  ft'lgatm 
could,  as  bad  beea  asserted  by  etpmeneed  per- 
soDs,  be  mored  from  one  place  to  another,  as  the 
exiMoeir  might  demand. 

Mr.  WBsaraa'a  motion  was  ifaca  agreed  to  by 
a  large  m^ority,  and  the  Wll,  at  amended,  or- 
dered to  a  tUrd  reading  wm.  eoa. 

MoHOAY,  April  15. 
Mr.  Yamobt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claima, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  MiHsr 
and  Stephen  Baker ;  which  was  read ;  when  hh. 
Y.  reported  a  hill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Mil- 
ler nnd  Stephui  Baker;  whiehwmaread  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wh^ 
on  the  biU  for  the  reUcf  of  Bowie  aad  Kara^ 
and  others. 

Onkndf  That  the  Committee  of  Gbunia  bo 
discharged  from  a  further  considerathm  of  the 
sevttal  peiitioes,  aad  other  matteis  referred  to 
them  during  the  present  seasion,  and  upon  whiah 
they  have  not  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  RoBBBTeoir,  from  the  Committee  oa  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  have-  been  referred  the 
several  petitions  from  inhabitants  of  the  Suteof 
Louisiana  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  decisions  of  the  Boards  of  Commis- 
aioaan  on  tha^  daims  to  laad,  mde  a  report 
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tbereoD  ;  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  R.  reporleil 
■  bill  to  estabtUh  «  Board  of  ComnuraioBen  to 
(l«eide  flaally  on  olainu  to  land  in  Louisiana  and 
the  Mississippi  Terriiorjr;  whieh  was  reed  iwiee, 
and,  logelbef  wilb  Ibe  report,  ordered  to  Ut  on 
the  uble. 

Mr.  LowNBEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reporced  a  bill  inereastnjt  the  com- 
pensation of  PublicMinisterv(to$13,000})  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  upon  tbe  subject  of  rcTenne. 

Mr.  LowMDBS  also  reported  a  bill  for  reduemg 
the  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  splr- 
ituDDS  liquors,  and  foretgn  merebaadisej  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Newtom,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  MaDufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  building  of  three  ligbt-bouses,  riz: 
one  00  Race  Poiat;  one  on  Point  Qaumoo; 
and  one  on  the  island  of  Petite  Manon,  in  the 
State  of  Masaacboselts:  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  upon  tbesu^eetof  revenue. 

Mr.  Cbsiobton,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals^  reported  a  bill  to  aotborin  tbe  sur* 
rayiag  and  mabiiv  a  read  in  tbe  Illinob  Terri- 
tory {  wbieb  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Creiouton  also  reported  a  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  repairing  the  road  from  Duck 
River,  in  ibe  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Madison* 
TiUe,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  between 
Fort  Hawkins,  in  the  State  of  Georgia^  and  Fort 
Stoddard ;  wbieb  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Plubahts,  from  tha  CommUtee  en  Nara! 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  tha  bill  from  the 
Senate  "  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
United  Slam  frigate  ConstitmbD,"  made  a  re- 
port thereon }  which  was  read,  uid,  together  with 
the  IhII,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JtHNiHQS,  from  the  committee  appointed 
oa  tbe  18th  instant,  reported  a  hill  supplemental 
10  an  aet  entitled  "An  act  granting  boaniies  in 
land  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volnn- 
uvttf  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
ODSTOBied  aod  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tbe 
bill  "  to  abolish  the  exutiog  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  tbe  United  States,  and  to  lay  other 
duties  in  lieu  of  those  at  present  imposed  on 
lieeitses  to  distillers  of  spintaous  liquors,"  was 
read  and  eoaenrred  in  by  tbe  Hoase. 

Tbe  ameadmeots  proposed  by  ibe  Senate  to 
tbe  bill  **  to  enable  tbe  people  of  the  Indiana 
Territory  to  form  a  eonstituiion  and  State  gOT- 
eroment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
ioto  the  Union  on  an  equal  fooltag  with  the 
original  States,"  wen  read  and  concurred  in  by 
tbe  Hottsc. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
«f  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
bnlMM  dapeodii^  btfow  ifat  two  HooaM,  to 


H.  ovR. 


asoertain  what  ]7ortion  required  to  be  acted  on  at 
the  present  session,  and  when  it  will  be  expedi- 
ent to  cloae  iho  sane;  wbereopon  tbe  Hooae 
came  to  tbe  followiDg  reaolntiott : 

Raolvedt  Tbai  the  President  of  the  Seimte, 
and  Speanr  of  tbe  Houae  of  Represeniatlm 
be  authorized  to  close  this  seasion,  by  tbe  adjoam- 
ment  of  their  respective  Houses  on  Saturday, 
the  30th  day  of  April,  instant. 

An  engrossed  resololion,  entitled  "A  resolution 
to  indemnify  Jabez  Mowry  aod  others,"  was, 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed. 

Engn»sed  bills  of  tbe  following  titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  passed  on  the 
30th  day  of  March,  1803,  to  regulate  trade  and 
intercourse  with  tbe  Indian  triMa,and  to  pre- 
serve peaee  on  the  frontiers  ; 

An  act  for  tbe  gradual  ineraase  of  tbe  Nary 
of  the  UniRd  States ;  and 

Aa  act  prorldin^  (br  the  sate  of  certain  lands 
in  tbe  State  of  Obie  formerly  set  apart  for  refu- 
gees from  Canada  and  Nora  Scotia;  were  aar- 
eially  read  the  tbird  time,  and  passed. 

A  mcasage  from  tbe  Senate  informed  tbe 
Honae  that  tbe  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "sup- 
plementary 10  tbe  aet  to  provide  additional  rev- 
eancs  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovernoieat 
and  maintaining  the  pulAie  credit,  by  laying  a 
direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide 
for  assessing  and  collecting  Ibe  same,"  with 
amendments}  in  which  they  ask  tbe  eoireurrenee 
of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  resola- 
tioos  recommended  by  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  making 
certain  altemtioas  in  the  mode  of  transacting 
^e  hnriness  of  Congress;  and  tbe  said  resolu- 
tions beibg  again  read,  ihe  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barra,  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury  was  directed  to  lay  before  Congresa.  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  (as  fully 
as  the  same  can  be  made,)  a  statement  of  the 
aaoont  of  loan-offiee  and  final  settlement  certifi- 
cates, issued  under  tbe  authority  of  tbe  Conti- 
nental Congress,  and  now  oataiaading,  unsatis- 
fied; dcsigoatinff  such  as  are  barred  by  statute*' 
of  limitation  only,  and  anQb  as  remain  uosetried 
for  other  reasons. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  on  the  UII  r^ulaling  the  currency 
within  the  United  Sutes  of  the  gold  oniDs  of 
Great  Britain,  Prance,  Portunl,  and  Spain,  and 
the  crowns  of  France,  and  five-franc  pieces  of 
Napoleon;  and  aAersome limespoit  therein, tbe 
bill  was  reported  with  amendments  j  wbieb  were 
coaeoncd  in  1^  tbe  House,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engroseed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  coneeroing  John  P. 
Maxwell  and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without- 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Tbe  Honae  resolved  itself  into  a  Comatittte 
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9f  Uw  Wholv'oD  lb«  bill  to  ^vid«  for  tht 
poiatmeot  of  k  surray or  of  tte  pttblfe  kuids  in 
tho  Territories  of  Ulinou  Md  BAmoori ;  and  after 
lome  lime  speal  thcieiB,  lepwMd  it  wiik  an 
amcDdneDt;  whioh  wn  «onearnd  in  br  ibe 
Bouse,  and  tbe  bill  ordeffld  lo  be  eagconed,  aad 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Tbe  HoQM  resi^ved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  biU  supplemealarf  to  tbe  act 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  final  adjuitmeat  of  land 
titles  ia  the  State  of  Louuiaaa  and  Tenitorjr  of 
Miuoari and  after  tome  tuooe  i pent  tbereia  tbe 
Committee  rose,  reported  progresa,  aad  bad  lesre 
to  Bit  again, 

Tbe  UouM  resolved  itself  iato  a  Coatmittee 
of  ihi  Wbole  on  iba  bill  for  the  cmfirmMion  of 
claims  to  land  in  the  msmn  distrlet  of  Lonis- 
iiuai  and  after  some  tfpw  spent  therein,  the  Wll 
was  reported  witb  anwadnMBis;  wbieh  were 
eonearnd  ia  bjr  tbe  House,  and  tbe  bill  was  or- 
d«ed  to  be  eo^ossed,  and  read  «  ibird.  time  to* 
morrow. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  iato  a  Committee 
of  the  Wbole  on  tbe  bill  fixing  tbe  compensa- 
tion of  tbe  Clerk  of  the  Uonso  of  Repreaeota* 
lives  J  and  after  some  time  spest  tbereio,  tbe  bill 
was  reported  with  ameodmeolsi  wfaiob  were 
Bonenrred  in  bjr  tbe  House,  and  tbe  bill  ordered 
to  be  eogrostcd;  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  iote  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  on  tbe  bill  from  tbe  Senate  for 
the  relief  of  Edward  Wilson,"  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  witb 
amendmeou:  whieh  were  cMearred  ia  by  the 
Hoose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  House  molred  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  far- 
ther Bupplemeatarjr  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act 
providing  for  tbe  iitdemnifieation  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory j"  and  after  some  time  spent  tbmia,  the 
bill  wu  repotted  witb  amendmeats ;  which  were 
imicurred  m  by  the  Hooae,  and  tike  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  re- 
speotiiig  tbe  late  offioera  and  orcw  of  the  sloop* 
of-war  Wasp  j"  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  bill  was  reported  with  ameodmcnis ;  which 
were  ewwaried  in  by  the  Hoose,  and  the  bill 
Ordend  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-nwiTOw. 

Tbe  Hoqn  resolved  itself  iato  a  Commiliee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
nUef  of  the  Baltimore  and  Masaaehuaetis  Bible 
Soeieties and  Mter  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  bill  was  reporitd  wliboot  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Hoose  resolvvd  iteeif  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whote  on  tbe  bill  to  establish  post  roads;  and 
after  some  time  spent  thereio,  the  bill  was  re- 
|iorted  witb  amendments ;  whieh  were  concurred 
.  m  by  tbe  Hoose. 

The  said  bill  was  farther  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  lead  a  third  time  to-mor- 
cow. 


EUZABETH  HAMHTON. 

An  engroned  bill,  etotCtled  **An  act  for  tbe  re- 
lief of  Blizabetfa  Hamilton,"  was  read  tbe  third 
time;  and, on  tfaeooesiion,  "Shafl  this  bill  pass^ 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  84,  nays  30,  aa 

follows : 

Tsu — Messrs.  AttiertOB,  Bsssetf,  Boss,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Brown,  Cady,  Ctldwell,  Calhonn,  Chsmaioii, 
ChsppeU>  Chipn^,  COtey,  Clark  of  Kentncky,  Cfajr- 
ton,  Conner,  Cooper,  Cr^f^too,  Colpeper,  Cathbort, 
Dariinglon,  Dsvmport,  Forney,  Qati,  GhMdnvoagfa, 
Hsle,  Haidm,  Beoderson,  Hofdjaaon,  HnBgerfM^, 
Ini^bun,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackaon,  iewett, 
Jehnsoa  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Ken  of  TltgiidB,  ESmg  mt 
Msssashttsstts,  King  of  North  Can)lino,  Tiwai&m, 
Law,  Lowndes,  Lyon,  Maish,  Mason,  MeEee,  MrT  SM 
of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleteo^  Moaafay. 
Morfree,  Nelson  of  Massacbnsett^  Nelson  of  Tinpaia. 
Newton,  Noye%  Pickens,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  neaa- 
ants,  Powell,  Ruggles,  Savage,  Schenck,  ffliaips,  8be^ 
fey.  Smith  of  Penni^Wsnia,  Smith  of  Md.,  Steams, 
Sturges,  Ts^cartiTate,  Thioop,  Tucker,  Vote,  Ward 
of  MaMsehnsett^  Ward  of  New  Tork,  Webster,  Wen- 
dover,  Wbeaton,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  WilUn,  Williams, 
Wright,  and  Tstes. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Baker,  Baibonr,  Ben- 
nett,  Betts,  Brooks,  Clendenuin,  Clcpton,  Cendic^ 
Crawford,  Croehenm,  DtAm,  Edward^  fflasgmr, 
QMffin,  Hahn,  Lyle,  Maelay,.MoCoy,  Moore,  Pania, 
Roaas,  Bobertson,  Root,  Smith  of  Vligteia,  Southard, 
Tel&ir,  Townsend,  Willai«hby.  and  Woodward. 

TnuDAT,  April  16. 
Mr.  YAMOfiy,  from  the  Committee  of  datma, 
made  a  report  on  the.petitim  of  Bamael  hCaaac ; 
whieh  was  read ;  when  Mr.  T.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Manae ;  wbieh  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and 
Kurta  and  others. 

Mr.  AaoflBB,  from  the  Oommtuee  on  Bxpea- 
ditures  in  tbe  Navy  Departoient,  made  a  repotl ; 
wbieh  was  read  ana  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tauc. 

Mr.  FoBsvTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Fordgn 
BeUiioos,  made  a  report  on  tbe  various  petitions 
respecting  the  plaster  tnde,  and  the  trade  of  the 
British  Wc8t  ladies,  reeommendiog  thnt  no  im- 
puftaiioDs  be  permitted  from  British  colonies  ia 
Amerioftj  or  the  British  West  India  island^  bit 
io  Amerieen  vesseb.  The  report  me  etdiiU  M 
lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Jonnoir,  of  Kentttoky,  from  dw  Commit- 
tee oa  Military  Aflaits,  reported  a  Ull  for  the 
liquidatim  of  eertain  elain!%  and  for  other  p«r- 
poaes ;  which  was  read  twiee  and  ordered  u»  lie 
on  the  table. 

Tbe  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  oo  tbe  llih  instant,  to  the  bill  for 
the  rdief  of  Moses  Tomer,  were  taken  np,  and 
cooeurred  io  by  the  House,  and  tbe  bill  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morxow. 

The  araeodmeots  propoaed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  deflraying  the  expeases  of 
Qovernmeot  and  maiotainiDg  tbe  public  credit, 
by  laying  n  direct  tax  i^oa  tbe  United  Sttio^  ud 
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to  fMoridc  for'metwna  •iri  ooUaMiDgibeniM," 
.  -were  read,  snd  refmed  to  Ibc  ComUMUee  of 
\  Ways  and  Mesas. 

Bogroased  bills  of  tbe  Mlowiog  titUt.  to  wii : 
Ask  aet  sapplemeatal  to  ao  act  eatitfed  "Ad 
•et  i^Dtiog  bouaties  ia  land  and  cztra  pay  to 
eertaio  Caoadiaa  roluateers;" 

Ad  act  regttUlfDg  the  carreDcjr  wUbio  the  Uai- 
!  ted  States  of  the  ^d  and  sUrer  eoins  of  Qreal 
^  BrilaiD,  Ftaac^  Fortu^l,  and  Spain,  and  the 
'  erowDs  of  Fraaee  aad  fire  fraoe  pieces } 

Ad  set  coDceroing  Joho  P.  Maxwell  and  Hugh 
;  H.  Maxwell; 

Ad  aet  for  the  appoiDtmeat  of  a  lOTTei^or  of 
,  the  peblie  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illiaois  aad 
;  Miaeotiri ; 

An  aet  for  the  cooiraaatioB  of  claims  to  laad 
;  ia  the  western  district  of  Loaisiaoa ;  and 

Aa  act  to  establish  post  roads ;  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  paeaed. 

Bills  of  the  Senate  ot  the  following  titles,  to 
mitt 

An  net  for  the  r^f  of  the  Bakiwin  tod  Mas- 

saehmetts  BiMe  Societies; 

An  aet  further  soppleraeotary  to  the  act  enti- 
ded  "An  aet  providing  for  the  indennificttion  of 
oertaio  oUioMnts  of  the  paUic  lands  in  Miestsi^y 
pi  Territory,  as  amended 

An  act  respeeci^  the  late  odioers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop-of-war  Wasp,  as  amended ;  and 

Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Wilson,  ait 
amended ;  were  scTmlly  read  the  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiuee  of 
the  Whole  od  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  opon  the  subject  of  rereaue, 
and  upon  the  several  hills  thereto  committed ; 
aad  alter  eoiHtimeapeat  therein,  the  oommittee 
rone  aad  reported  the  bill  amkiig  appropriations 
for  rebuilding  ligbt-hotts«%BBd  for  completing  the 
nlaaof  ligbuag  them  on  the  plan  of  Winslow 
i«Wis;  for  placing  bneoos  and  booys;  for  pre- 
aemtion  of  Little  ^11  Island,  and  for  sorveyiag 
llie  coast  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  to 
avthorize  the  building  of  three  light-houses,  viz : 
one  on  Rnce  Point,  one  on  Point  Qammon,  and 
oncoo  the  island  ef  Petite  Maaon,  io  the  Suteof 
MaMaehasMU ;  with  amendnuolsCo  each.  The 
amtadments  were  cMcnrrcd  in  =by  the  House,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  Mgroaaed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrew. 

The  Hoace  resolved  itself  ioto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the 
rdief  of  Richard  Mitchell ;"  and  afur  aome  lime 
»pentihereio,thcbiU  wasreported  withoninmend- 
nwt,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and 
Kurtz,  and  others,  and  upon  the  several  sabjeets 
thereto  commiued ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Miller  and  Stephea 
Baker,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Manacjaod  the  bill  from  the  Seoate  " for  the  re- 
lief of  Xaverlo  Naudi^'  wiihont  uModmcat. 
1401  Con.  I8t  Sksb.— 44 
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The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Miller  and  StMthen  Baker 
be  mgroseed  and  read  a  third  time?  and  it  was 
determioed  in  the  negative— 54  to  48.  And  wo 
the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Maoao  wns 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and,  together  with  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Zaverio  Naudi,  road  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

TheHoose  refusedft^alniige-maiority,  taoeii- 
sider  the  bill  coofirmia^  to  Geactal  Jackson,  Col- 
ooel  Uawkias,  Ac.  eertaio  lands  bestowed  on  tbam 
by  the  Creek  Indians  in  the  late  treaty. 

CLERK  OF  THE  HODSE. 

Tlic  eogroesed  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
Clerk  of  tbe  House,  and  the  oompeasalioQ  of  the 
subordinate  olerks  twenty  per  cent,  for  exua  doty 
in  bringing  np  old  arrears  of  business,  was  read 
the  thiid  time. 

Mr.HABouii^^Kwed  the  bill,  with  aome  varnih, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passue. 
It  was  advocated  by  Mr.  HopxiKaox  and  Mr. 
McKes,  aad  paased— yeaa  dd,  nnya  51»  as  ibllowa : 

Yms  Meaas.  Akuader,  Atherton,  Baor,  HiiiiiiH, 
Belta,  Boss,  Ctlheui,  OhMapkw,  Cilh^,  Clwfc  «f 
Kentnel^,  Clayton,  ConDer,  CieighteB,  Gathblft, 
Edwards,  Gutoo,  Gold.  Qroarenor,  Hsmmondj  Hsd- 
dersoD,  HopUnion,  Huger,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnson  of  Kentadiy,  Law,  Love,  Lerett, 
Lowndes,  Mayraot,  MeKee,  McLean  of  Keotuc^, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Middlcton,  Moore,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
saehosetts.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pickens,  Pick- 
enng.  Pinkney,  PleaMints,  Powell,  ReyneUs,  Boggles, 
8an«e,  Sehendt,  Sharpe,  Shcflcy,  Ssakh  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Smith  of  Maiyland,  Stearns,  Stuart,  Stoigas, 
Taggart,  Telfair,  Tucker.  Vos«,  Ward  of  MinisaiMi, 
Wetwter,  Weodover,  Wilkin,  Woodward,and  Wright, 

Nats— MMsrs.  Ardier,  Baker,  Barboar,  Bateman, 
Bennett,  Brooks.  Bryan,  Cannon,  CleDdennin,Clepton, 
Comtlock,  Cnxdieron,  Darlington,  PoisjUi,  Griffin, 
Hahn,  Hale,  HsrdLn,  Hawes,  Hdster,  Hnngeifbid, 
Kent,  Kerr  of  Vtrgiola,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lang- 
don,  Lumpkin,  Lyte,  Lyon,  Iffaclay,  Mairii,  McCqiy» 
MUnor,  Panris,  Piper,  Koane,  Kobertson,  Root,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Sonlbird,  Tanl,  Throop,  Wallaea,  Ward 
of  Mew  York,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  WUde,  Waians» 
WiUeoghby,  Thomas  WilsMi,  WlUam  WUmhi,  and 
7ancay. 

COMPENSATION  OP  €OLLECT«Ra 
The  Hoose  went  into  a  Coaunittee  of  <he 
Whelct  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
James  H.  MeColloeb,  CoHector  of  the  portof  Bal- 
timoie^  allowing  an  extm  oompcqHitioa  to  Um 
and  other colleet«-s,whaaB«mofameo»werauw- 
terially  redueed  by  tbeoperaiioaof  tbe-nstrictira 
eystem.   The  -resolution  is  as  ftrilowi : 

Setoked,  ice-  That  the  President  of  the  T7nIM 
States  be  antherixed  to  alkm  an  extra  oempensitien 
for  a  limited  time  to  those  officers  Of  the  eiutaiu 
wheee  emolumenia  were  dimimibed  briow  a  leaiona- 
ble  salary  doring  tiie  restrictive  system. 

The  resolution  gave  rise  to  a  short  debate,  pe- 
culiarly interesting,  from  (he  brief  but  rioqaeot 
narrative  ffiven  by  Mr.  Pineubt  of  the  gatlaatry 
of  Mr.  t^Calloefa,  wfa(^  tbongb  neuly  eighty 
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mn  of  age,  «nd  exempted  bjr  yetra  and  by  office 
nom  the  toil*  of  military  serrice,  yet  shouldered 
hii  mo»ket  when  theBritithapproached  Baltimore 
in  1814,  entered  the  ranks  as  a  prirate  soldier, 
aad  was  the  foremost  to  meet  the  eaeroy  at  North 
-Point,  where  he  received  a  woaod  wbteb  renders 
him  a  cripple  for  life. 

The  resolotioD  was  also  supported  by  Mr. 
Bmitb,  and  Mr.  Wbigbt  j  and  opposed  bjr  Mr. 
SBBFrBTaod  Mr.QROBTBHOR,Doi  from  any  want 
of  regard  for  the  character  and  coodact  of  the 
petitioner ;  bat  on  the  ground  of  the  inexpediency 
of  making  good  the  reduced  emoluments  of  the 
•olIeetorB,  who  took  tfaeir  office  with  a  foreknowl- 
edge of  its  precarious  profits,  and  because  it  was 
in  that  character  alone  Mr.  McCoHoeb  appeared 
before  the  House  for  relief. 

Tho  resolution  was  reported  to  the  House  with- 
oat  amoDdmeot,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Bouse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Honse  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sur- 
Toy  of  two  millions  of  acn^  of  the  public  lands, 
in  lieu  of  that  qt»ntity  heretofore  authorized  to 
be  surveyed,  in  ibe  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  mil- 
itary bounty  lands;  and  after  some  time  spent 
thereto,  the  bill  was  reported  without  amendment. 
The  bill  was  then  amended  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wbohbsdat,  April  17. 

Hr.  Plbabahts,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  reported  a  bill  appropriating  the  xum  or 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  to  Captain 
Stewart  and  crew,  of  the  S|{reo,  for  a  capture 
daring  the  war  with  Tripoli}  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  tne  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  Pleasants  also  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of.money  to  John  Rodfters, 
and  others;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  tbe  last  mentioned  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Ur<  Pt.CASAHT8  also  reported  a  bill  antborizing 
payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart, 
aod  others ;  wbioh  was  read  twiee,  and  also  com- 
mitted to  the  last  mentioned  Committee  of  tbe 

Whole. 

Mr.  JoeneoK,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  pro- 
Ttding  for  cases  of  lost  miliury  land  warrants, 
and  discharges  for  faithful  services}  yrbich  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs be  discharged  from  a  further  cuoslderation 
of  the  resolution  of  the  7ib  of  February  last,  rel- 
ative to  the  trade  between  the  Uotted  States  and 
the  British  West  India  islands. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appoiotrd  to 
inquire  into  tbe  official  conduct  of  Judge  ThII- 
madffc^  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained  was  concurred  in  by 
the  House,  as  follows: 

Itnohti,  ThataDftutberprocMdiofsiardatioato 


AraiL,  tSM. 

tbe  inqoiry  into  the  ofBdal  eondnot  of  MattUe*  B. 
Tallmadge,  be  postponed  until  the  next  neswa  of 
Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STBPHBNaoii ,  the  CooMBlttee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  esiablishtng  an  office  fer 
the  disposal  of  tbe  public  lands  at  EdwardsviHe, 
Madison  county,  Illinois  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bastoh,  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  was  requested  to  procure  all  the  in- 
formation be  may  be  enabled  to  obtain,  in  reln- 
tion  to  tbe  lead  mines  of  tbe  United  States,  in 
the  connttes  of  Washington  and  St.  Genevieve, 
in  tbe  Missouri  Territory,  and  report  the  same,  at 
tbe  next  session  of  Congress,  to  this  House. 

The  Message  received  yesterday  from  tke 
Pbesident  of  Tsa  Uhitbd  States,  oommani- 
cating  copies  of  a  Convention  concluded  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indiana,  on 
the  second  day  of  March  last,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affiiirs. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles  to  wit: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  rebuilding^ 
light-houses,  and  for  completing  the  plan  of  light- 
ing them,  aeeording  to  the  improvement  of  Wins- 
low  Lewis;  for  placing  beacons  and  buoys;  for 
tbe  preservation  of  Little  Gull  Island;  and  for 
surveying  the  coast  of  tbe  United  States ; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  building  of  three  light- 
houses, Tiz:  one  on  Race  Point,  one  on  Polat 
Gammon,  and  one  on  tbe  island  of  Petite  Bfsoon, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Manac;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Moses  Turner;  were 
severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  tbe  (mlowing  titles, 
to  wit: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Xaverio  Naudl ;  and 

An  act  forthe  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell;  were 
severally  r«d  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  under  diseassion  yesterday,  when  the 
House  adjourned,  to  authorize  the  survey  of  two 
millions  of  acres  of  public  land  in  lien  of  that 
quantity  ordered  to  be  surveyed  in  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory, was,  on  motion,  laid  on  tbe  table. 

The  bills  concerning  field  officers  of  the  miUtim, 
and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Darid  C<^o,Uarid 
and  William  Rodman, and  Samuel  Rodman,  jr.; 
passed  through  Committees  of  the  whole  HtNne, 
and  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  tbe  Potomac  Company  to 
acquire  certain  lauds  by  purchase,  and  dispose  of 
water  riithts,  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Ibe  bill  to  allow  the  crew  of  the 
privateer  R<^r  the  li^l  bounty  on  ihirty-eeren 
prisoners  captured  in  a  British  vessel,  after  the 
treaty  was  ratified,  but  within  the  time  allowed 
tor  the  cootioiiance  of  hostilities  in  the  latitude 
where  tbe  capture  was  made. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
10  make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  general,  and 
embrace  all  similar  capiures,  produced  8i»aie  de- 
bate, and  was  finally  negatived. 

The  bill  was  reported  toifaeBooce^nBdoidaKd 
to  a  third  reading. 
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PETITION  OF  JOHN  McCAULET. 
Mr.  Plbasajits,  from  (he  Committee  oa  Naral 
Affairs,  (o  whom  waa  referred  the  petition  of 
Joho  MeCiuley,  prize  agent  for  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  bri^  Tizeo,  during  the  war  with  the 
Regency  of  Tripoti,  with  the  report  of  (he  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  made  a  report  (hereon  ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained 
was  eoocarred  in  by  the  House.  The  report  is 
as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Naral  Affiurs*  to  whom  was  re- 
ftned  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the 
petition  (rf'  John  McCsoley,  prize  agent,  report  : 

That  they  have  coDsiderM  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  together  with  the  (minion  of  the 
Attorney  General  on  the  case  of  the  MadooDa  Csta- 
poljanB,  captared  by  the  Syren  for  a  breach  of  the 
Dlockade  of  the  port  of  Tripoli  in  the  war  carried  on 
by  the  United  Sutee  against  that  Power.  The  Attor* 
ney  Geoenl  gtw  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  subject  is 
a  proper  one  tin  the  eonsideration  of  Congress,  as  be 
dees  net  think  it  different  in  principle  from  the  ease 
trfthe  Algeiine  reeseb  taken  m  Um  late  war  against 
that  Power,  and  restored  at  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  end 
for  whtofa  the  captors  hare  been  compensated  by  a  bill 
wbidi  hu  passed  this  Honse.  The  Algerine  vesssk 
were  taken  in  open  war  from  an  enemy  ;  the  Madon- 
na Catapolisna  was  taken  from  a  neutral  and  friendly 
Power  fi>r  a  breach  of  blockadSf  and  restored  without 
having  ever  been  carried  before  a  court  of  admiralty. 
The  committee  think  it  woukl  be  carrying  the  princi- 
^e  too  flir  to  say  that  a  vessel,  bdoogiog  to  a  fhendly 
and  neutral  Power*  captared  fbr  breach  of  Moekade, 
and  lesioied  to  the  neotnl  by  the  commander  of  the 
blodtadiog  squadron,  without  the  case  having  been 
decided  on  by  a  court  of  admiralty,  [shontd  oblige  the 
Goveniment]  to  jm  to  the  captors  the  supposed  vtioe 
of  snefa  prise.  Iney  therewre  recommend  to  the 
HooBo  the  following  rescrfntioa : 

Setpktd,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  graMt  the  pnjvi 
of  the  ssid  petiUoii,  uid  that  the  paiitioaais  have 
1hv«  te  withdraw  their  petition  and  decwwls. 

Natt  DHAmnsKT,  JGreft  ISIflb 

8iK :  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of 
the  House  of  RepresentstiTes  of  the  5th  <rf  February 
last,  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid  before  Aem,  the  pe- 
tition of  John  McCsnley,  vrith  the  papers  connected 
therewith,  and  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States,  to  wlkom  I  refened  the 
points  of  law  which  the  snbjeet  involved.  Should 
Congress  decide,  in  conformity  with  the  opinimi  of 
Oa  AtlMnqr  Oatterat  to  grant  the  amount  of  the  ori- 
ginal valuation  ot  the  brig  Transfer,  a  qwdal  appro- 
]mation  will  be  necessary  for  that  object.  It  will  re- 
main for  Congress  to  judge  of  the  principle  sod  policy 
which  led  to  the  restoration  of  the  ship  Msdooos  Ca- 
tapoliana  withoot  a  judicial  appeal,  and  how  fur  the 
case  ifl  ansJogoos  to  the  Iste  transaction!  with  Algiers. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  haT«  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfhily,  sir,  yenr 
obedient  servant,     B.  W.  CROWNINSHIBLI). 

The  honorable  the  SriAxan 

oftke  House  vf  R^preamtatim* 

Wamivotoh,  JIhreAST,  1810. 
Sib;  I  have  examined  the  papers  trsnsmitted  to 
■w  with  y«nr  letter  of  the  llih  ef  Isal  awnth,an4 
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have  BOW  the  honor  to  submit,  according  to  your  re- 
queit,  the  fbUowing  <^nions  upon  the  cases  sriiich 
they  present : 

1st.  It  appeara  that  the  brig  Transfa  was  eaptmwl 
offTnpoli  for  a  breach  of  blockade  on  the  17A  of 
March,  1804,  by  a  part  of  the  squadron  under  dw 
coBlmand  of  Commodore  Preble;  dut  she  was  regn- 
lariy  condemned  as  a  prise  of  war ;  and  that  she  was 
taken  by  the  Commodore  at  a  valnatioa  of  96,000, 
and  placed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  where 
she  co-operated  ss  a  cruiser  with  the  squadron  afore- 
said in  the  conise  of  its  subsequent  belligerent  opor- 
sUons.  Under  sndi  a  state  focts,  I  an  not  think 
that  the  captors  are  divested  of  their  prixe  interest. 
They  are  entitled  to  it  at  the  hsnds  of  Uie  Govern* 
meat,  which  thus  became  the  purchaser  of  the  priu. 
Considering  (his  interest  as  a  vested  one  on  their  part, 
I  can  see  no  objection  to  s  payment  of  the  amount  by 
the  Navy  Department,  provided  there  be  any  existing 
araropriation  of  money  to  cover  snch  paymsot.  1 
also  think  that  the  portion  of  the  prin  to  which  the 
United  States  areontitUd  riwold,  as  ha  other  eaess,  be 
applied  to  the  use  <tf  the  nan  pennMi  fund,  a>  di- 
rected by  the  nindt  eeckion  or  the  net  of  Congrssa  of 
the  S3d  April,  1800. 

2d.  In  regiutd  to  the  sh^  Madonna  CatapoUana, 
captursd  by  a  part  of  the  same  squadron  off  Tripoli^ 
on  the  33d  March,  ISOi,  and  restored  to  the  former 
owners  by  the  authori^  of  the  Commodore,  before  any 
condemnation  or  judicial  proceedings  had,  it  would 
seem  alike  equitable  that  Ine  captors  should  be  reim- 
bursed. I  forbesr,  at  this  time,  the  expression  of  any 
more  direct  opinion  upon  this  case,  the  power  itf  Con- 
gress being  fully  competent  to  act  upon  it,  as  in  the 
case  now  before  thst  body  of  the  Algerine  veseds 
lately  surrendered,  from  which  the  present  is  not,  In 
principle,  diitingnishable. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  receive  u  an  apology  for  this 
late  answer  to  your  letter,  that,  when  it  was  recMved, 
and  for  some  weeks  sftsrwards,  my  constant  pnblis 
engagwnenta  at  the  Supama  Court  of  the  Unilid 
Stateepreventadan  attentioa  to  other  saljnete. 

With  great  vsneet,  Z  have  the  boaor  to  be, 

BICHABD  BUSH. 

Hon.  B.  W.  CnewnvaazBu, 

AsMtery^deitfiniy. 

SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 
The  Honse  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  proridiog  for  the 
collection  of  debts  due  to  the  Qoveromnt  in  the 
lawful  money  of  the  country— in  other  wwdfc 
to  compel  the  banks  to  resume  the  psyment  of 
specie. 

Mr.  Calhooit  took  asucoinet  view  of  the  bill, 
and  recapitulated  briefly  the  erils  which  demand- 
ed this  measure. 

Mr.  Suits,  of  Maryland,  said  he  felt  great  illf- 
6eulty  on  this  subject ;  but,  to  make  the  measure 
as  no  exceptionable  as  possible,  be  mored  to  ia- 
sert  the  Ist  of  March  next,  instead  of  the  Slat  of 
December,  as  the  diy  on  which  the  act  ibonld 
oommeoee  its  opemtioD.  In  the  present  situation 
of  the  oarreDcy  of  the  country,  be  observed,  no 
^pfcie  being  paid  anywhere,  except  in  the  New 
England  Slates,  if  indeed  there,  the  measure  may 
be  attended  with  great  ioeonreDience  to  the 
Treasury,  and  also  to  the  interior  of  the  country, 
if  the  mka  nn  eospsUcd  in  ft  shoit  ttmo  to  pay 
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in  coin.  la  oouiderios  thp  preseot  ftate  of  the 
bviks,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  can  be  done. 
In  the  large  citica  it  woold  ba«tt«ided  with  great 
dtffioulty,  and  with  stagnation  of  bosioess,  be- 
cause do  man  will  make  en^gementt  on  credit; 
ntty  one  wiH  be  eantrous  in  making  cootfacts 
to  pay  at  a  future  day.  The  banks  must,  in  a  great 
degree,  stop  their  discounts;  their  stoppage  Uritl 
paralyze  those  around  them;  to  what  extent  be 
could  not  say,  but  that  it  would  be  great,  Mr.  S. 
Arguedj  from  the  resiih  of  the  fate  attempt  .in 
iVirginiai  where,  the  bkoks,  by  similar  coercion, 
kasened  Qieur  Ji'seouDts  greatlyjln  eoDse'Qaeoce 
which  flour  had  fallen  to  five  dollars  a.barrel. 
Will  you,  he  asked,  be  able  to  collect  vour  Uxes 
tberel  H«  apprehended  not.  Mr.  said,  lie 
lutd  never  been  abIe,^With  all  his  practice  and 
.ezperictkce,  to  anderatand  (be  subject  of  money 
ibuy.  He  h&d  ^  hope,  howeirer,  tut,  if  extended 
«D  March,  with  ifae  kid  of  the  Bank  of  Uie  United 
States,  this  measure  nagfat  snceaed.  The  bank 
woold  contain  a  great  part  of  the  boarded  trea- 
sure of  the  country  ;  after  the  th^ee  first  iastal- 
taients  were  gpt  in,  with  imporiations  from  bbroad, 
the  bank  would  be  able  to  pay  specie.  They  will 
jiostpone  going  into  operation  until  they  are  thus 
prepared;  (tid  that  would  oot  be  until  the  1st  of 
Jkniiary.  This  made  jt  fiecessary,  he  thongbt, 
W  the  time  in  this  bill.io  be  ezieaaejl  to  March, 

J'  rbich  would  sofleD  the  meuQre  and  hiake  it  less 
apgerous. .  Bui  what  would  be  done  In  the  in- 
terior, Mr.  S.  aaid,  he  did  not  know..  The  Sec- 
retary .  Qf  the  Treasury  would,,  doubtleu,  make 
the  change  as  easy  aa  possible  by  Tri^i^ury  regu- 
.  iMioDsj  Bat  at  the  present  officer,  it  was  under^ 
stood,  woolil  noi  continue,  be  coeld  not  teU  what 
'Would  be  the  effetft;  ha  feared  mneh  from  the 
itacasnre.  He  hoped  it  would  likewise  be  aided 
somewhat  by  the  tariff,  which  would  lessen  the 
extent  of  the  India  trade,  which,  of  eoome,  would 
not  eotishme  ab  thuch  of  the  specie  of  the  coun- 
try. Mr.  S,  cited  some  fiscal  transactions  In  Bal- 
timore to  sOppori  his  opinion,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  would  do  everything  in  his 
;ppwer  to  lessen  the  pressure,  and  enable  the  State 
'btnks  toentrr  into  the  proposed  measure  without 
grest .  preasqre  on  the  Treaaurr  or  on  the  couo^ 
tr]C.  but  did  not  beliere  the  bill  would  be  benefi- 
cul  or  proper,  unless  the  tigtie  was  extended  be- 

{end  the  day  proposed ;  and  he  hoped,  therefore, 
imttradment  woojd  be  adopted* 
Mr.  HoFKJiiaoN  said,  make  this  measure  as 
they  would,  still  it  must  ineviubly  be  very  op> 
pressire.  But  all  had  agreed  it  w^p  wrong  to 
let  things  go  on  in  their  present  course^  and  that 
Congress  should  devise  a  remedy  for  ibera.  In 
conhtdering  this  question,  the  time,  he  said,  was 
of  Inaeh  eonseqneace.  In  any  great  change  jit 
the  oommooity,  time  was  necessary  to  enable 
them  to  meet  it.  In  the  present  it  was  not,  to 
hia  opioioti,  necessary,  to  fix  any  precise  period  { 
,  but  a  better  rule,  he  thought,  might  be  adopted. 
Mr.  H.  presumed,  the  Slate  banks  should  com^- 
jneoce  paying  specie  at  the  same  time  the  Uaited 
Biatea  Bank  should  .b^in ;  becaq^  said  be,  if. 
you  compel  the  State  banks  to  open  their  vaolu 


and  give  out  their  coin,  it  will  all  be  drawn  from 
them,  and  they  cannot  contlnoe  to  redeem  their 
notes  with  specie.  On  theother  hand,if  theUoiied 
States  Bank  commences  before  the  Btate  bisks 
do,  the  same  evil  will  result  to  it  ;  because  two 
banks  cannot  exist  at  the  same  time,  ooe  payi» 
specie,  and  the  other  not.  Mr.  H.  said,  be  coold 
wish,  therefore,  that  the  State  institutions  sbootd 
start  fair  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  instead  of  fixing  a  time  at  all  in  the  bilL 
which  might  prove  too  soon  or  toe  late,  he  boped 
It  would  be  modified  so  as  to  sky,  from  and  after 
the  time  nt  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
should  eommenee  fts  operations.  [This  pro^i- 
tion  bein^  decided  not  to  be  at  this  time  in  ortfer, 
no  Question  was  taken  on  it.3 
,  M^  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  Was  opposed  to 
Mr.  SHtra'a  motion,  aiid  to  any  extensiou  oiCthe 
period  whatever  J  because  it  would  be  iojurib:ti* 
to  the  Uaited  States,  and  unjust  to  particular  paru 
of  the  Union.  The  Constitmioa,  he  said,  re- 
quired that  the  duties  to  Oovernment  should  be 
levied  in  an  uniform  and  impartial  manner^  and 
such  a  provision  would  make  the  Consiitaluiial 
injunction  null  and  void ;  fair  #hete  would  be 
the  difftrenee,  Mr.  W.  inquired,  between  dirvetly 
and  expressly  allowing  a  diflirence,  in  coHedtiag 
the  revenaes,  to  soriie  parts  of  the  eooot^,  abd 
passing  a  law  Which  would  ibdireetly  create 
such  a  difference  ?  lu  Mme  sections  of  ttte  coiib- 
try  the  State  baak  notes  are  as  good  as  specie  ; 
in  others  they  are  greatly  depreciated.  Could  it 
be  right  that  one  seetfoa  of  the  United  Btnt'es 
sbouri  be  bound  to  pay  in  gold  Or  sUveri  in 

Eaper  superior  to  that  in  o.ther  parts  1  IThey  had 
een  told,  of  the  bad  coosequeneea  which  would 
ensue  from  adjourning  without  af^yj^^'a  rei^e- 
dy  to  the  disordered  state  of  our  currency— the 
prOpoMd  me^ure,  be  thought,  would  put  it  out  of 
their  pevrar  to  do  anything.  He  could  sot  us- 
derctand  the  subject  as  other  gentlemen  did  ;  he 
thw|ight  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  State  banks 
alone;  if  they  choose  to  pay  or  bot  topa][  specie, 
•till  jet  them  alooe^  if  they  cito  get  on — i^Mjd 
Mr.  W.,  have  nothing  10  (jo  wiib  iliein  krafl  *, j|ut 
it  is  due  to  ourselves  to  fefus^^  their  i^oiea  wnen 
ibey  do  not  pay  specie. ,  Thexe  ^s  no  mystefj'in 
this  battaess,  any  more  than  in.  tmna^etiou.  with 
individdah.  If  they  do  not  iMiy  spa«i«  let  tHefr 
ntftes  go  out  of  eirenlhtton,  or. let.  the  UaiCid 
States  refase  to  teke  them.  It  bad  been  add, 
the  Goyemment  could  not  get  dn,  could  ode  cU- 
leci  its  duties  in  |»artieu)ar  ^rta'of  the  eotiartiy, 
wiihoot  tbe  aid  ofthis  mekiore ;— tbb  dpUioii  ite 
ihougbt  erroneous— the  Qoyemmctet  would  fifid 
no  di^tfuliy'in  the  tiase.  Suppose  there  wksobt 
a  dollar  of  specie  or  coin  in  the  United  'Sttlt^ 
cppld  not  the  Goverament  ^lill  g^t  on  in  it^  ne- 
gbtiatioDs  with  the  connbuUity  without  resoiiiog 
to  any  ineasure  like  ibis?  tt  had  been  stated'in 
the  course. of  the  session,  that  the  premiums  re- 
ceived for  difference  between  Treasury  notes  and 
depreciated  no{es  amounted  to  $30,000— could  it 
,be  ri^ht,'h'e  aslted,  for  individuals  to  be  defrauded 
in  tb^,  way  ?  Suppose  the  Gbverhment  wereto 
aay,  thiat  Treasury  notes  aboiild  be  received  lor 
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taxes,  &e. — the  people  everywhere  owed  Gorera- 
ment]  and  (be  citizens  woald  rery  cbeerraUy  take 
them.  Why  could  not  the  Qorernment  issue 
Treasury  notes,  then,  and  direct  that  no  other 
paper  shonld  be  receired  in  the  public  dues  t 
They  would  soon  cipcolate  ererywhere,  add  be 
had  without  difficulty.  He  thoa|;at  the  operation 
would  be  easy  and  highly  eipedieat,  and  tt  ought 
not  to  be  delayed.  Ir  the  depreciated  bank  notet 
ivould  then  aoswer  the  eommoa  purposes  of  mar- 
keting. &e~  let  them  be  used — when  they  cease' 
to  be  ttsellil  they  will  go  out  of  circulation.  Mr. 
W.  repeatedi  thaf  it  was  partial  and  wrong  to 
exact  the  taxes  in  one  i>art  of  the  country  in  gold 
or  silTer,  or  what  was  equal  to  specie,  and  receive 
io  other  parts  a  depreciated  paper.  The  banks 
in  Boston  had  never  ceased  to  pay  when  demand- 
ed of  them  ;  and  they  bad  persevered  in  it.  too, 
without  any  aid  from  the  Government,  He  re- 
capitulated a  ffew  arguments  against  the  amend- 
ment, and  concluded  witik  the  opinioo,  that  it 
Would  be  better  to  make  the  bill  take  eneet  from 
and  after  its  passsage. 

Mr.  TncKBB  raid,  he  rose  to  express  bis  dissent 
Co  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land |Blr.,SiiiTB.V  As  one  of  the  committee 
which  bad  reported  the  bill,  he  bad  conceived  the 
first  of  January  to  be  upon  the  whole  the  most 
proper  period  to  commence  the  operation  of  the 

groviatons  contemplated  br  that  committee.  He 
oped  the  House  would  cmneide  in  their  opinion ; 
he  hoped  we  should  not  now  shrink  from  the 
adoption  of  measures  which  were  intimately  con- 
nected with  and  formed  a  part  of  that  system  of 
which  the  bank  bill  was  a  principal  feature.  The 
evils  under  which  this  nation  was  laboring  had 
long  been  of  serious  and'  threatening  magnitude. 
The  currency  of  the  country  was  tn  a  state  of  dis- 
order and  embarrassment  which  bad  been  too 
often  strongly  depicted,  and  was  too  generally  and 
seriously  felt  to  require  any  farther  comment  from 
him.  In  the  strong  language  of  the  gentleman 
ftom  South  Carolina,  the  disease  was  deep-rooted, 
and  it  required  the  most  rigorous  remedies  to  pro- 
dtice  a  cure.  Kothing  bni  a  sense  of  the  absolatc 
necessity  of  the  strongest  measures  to  restore 
soundness  to  the  cireulaling  medium,  had  induced 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  establishment  of  a 
National  Bank.  It  was  now  to  be  seen  whether 
we  would  follow  up  that  important  measure  by 
others  which  were  necessary  to  give  it  eoniplete 
efficacy^and  which  had  always  been  contemplated 
by  its  friends  as  intimately  and  essentially  con- 
nected with  its  success.  He  hoped  the  Commit- 
tee would  not  be  unmindful  or  the  change  this 
bill  had  undergone  since  It  was  first  reported  to 
the  House,  and  tbat  it  would  be  recollected  that 
everything  of  a  harsh  and  penal  character  bad 
been  erased  from  it.  It  bad  eeea  recommitted  on 
the  motion  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,' with 
a  Tie  w  to  an  amendment,  in  which  the  select  com- 
mittee had  concurred.'  They  bad  stricken  out 
the  clause  imposing  an  incr^ned  duty  upon  the 
notes  of  such  bank  as  refused  to  redeem  their 
notes  in  specie,  not  from  any  hesitation  as  to  the 
altimate  propriety  of  adoptmg  sa'ch  provisions, 


but  from  a  hope  tbat  measures  less  energetic  mighe 
effect  the  great  object  they  bad  In  view.  Should 
these  fail,  he  believed  there  was  a  very  general 
sentiment  in  the  House  favorable  to  the  aooptba 
at  a  future  period  of  the  vigorous  means  wUelt 
at  first  had  been  reported  by  the  committee.  At 
pre'sent,  however,  the  House  wu  not  oafied  npon 
to  decide  upon  that  proposition.  The  nenson 
now  propoeed,  and  to  which  their  assent  is  asket 
is  one  so  palpaUy  correct,  so  manifestly  right  mm 
proper,  that  he  had  hoped  it  wonid  have  met  with 
no  opposition.  What  is  proposed  1  Merely  that 
the  tfScers  of  the  United  Stales  should  not  receive 
the  duties  and  other  sums  payabletci'the  Govern- 
ment  in  the  depreciated  paper  of  Aose  banks 
which  will  not  redeem  their  notes  and  fairiy  die- 
charge  their  debts.  Can  such  a  measure  be  dia- 
approred  7  Shall  not  the  United  Sthte^  who  lay 
the  taxes,  have  the  privilege  of  prescribing  the 
medium  in  which  they  shall  be  pwdl  Shall  the 
nation  alone  be  the  sufffrer  by  a  tender  law  t 
Shall  the  humblest  citizen  in  the  community  bare 
a  I'igbt  to  refuse  to  receive  of  his  debtor  the  da* 

[ireciated  and  worthless  paper  which  is  in  ciren- 
ation,  and  shall  the  nation  be  compelled  to  sal^ 
mit  to  anefa  a  payment?  By  no  meana.  Justice 
to  the  nation,  jnsHce  to  the  rarioaa  parts  of  tUk 
Confederacy,  justice  to  ptiblic  creditors  reqoire 
that  the  revennes  shoold  be  paid  In  a  sound  and 
undepreciated  cQrrency.  The  system  at  present 
existing,  operates  with  peculiar  hardship  on  sbm«' 
partictnar  sections  of  the  Uoion,and  on  some  par- 
ticular seaport  towns.  In  the  present  state  df 
things,  the  duties  and  taxes  not  only  fall  much 
more  heavily  upon  those  portions  of  the  Unfm 
where  the  paper  is  least  depreciated,  but  another 
consequence  fatal  to  their  interest  is  produeed. 
Their  seaport  towns  will  be  materially  injured. 
The  importing  merchant  in  Norfolk,  who  eaat 
pay  the  duties  on  his  cargo  In  Baltimore  in  pitpct 
worth  twelve  per  cent  less  than  that  of  Nwfmk, 
will  find  it  to  bis  interest  to  enter  at  Baltimor«— 
pay  the  duties  thm  and  send  his  goods  coastwise 
to  norfblk.  He  had  beard  from  one'of  the  moat 
intelligent  men  in  Yirgiiait,  lately  ftom  Norfblk, 
that  things  were  already  taking  tbat  course.  Tka 
gentleman  from  Maryland  could  inform  as  wb^ 
tber  it  was  really  the  case.  For  his  own  part  ka 
believed  it,  not  only  because  of  the  source  whenea 
the  information  had  been  derived,  but  beeatise  U 
was  the  natural  course  of  things.  Twelve  per 
cent,  difierence  upon  the  amounts  of  duties  on  a 
large  importation  would,  he  presumed,  justify  the 
course  of  business  to  which  he  alluded.  Its  effect 
cannot  be  misconceived.  It  must  tend  to  accu- 
mulate capital  where  the  duties  can  be  p*id  low, 
and  to  draw  it  from  those  ports  where  they  were 
high.  Thus  by  a  strange  injustice  makiof,  in 
effect,  a  distinction  in  f^vor  of  those  who  least 
deserve  peculiar  encouragement,  whilst  at'  the. 
same  time  the  amonnt  and  perhaps  the  seenrilT 
of  the  revenue' may  he  considerably  impaireo. 
He,  for  one,  was  anxious  to  pnt  aa  end  tofl|ls 
state  of  things. 

The  Nortnern  and  the  Southern  States  were 
equally  liable  to  be  Mffeters  from  a  aitiiatioa  bf  ■ 
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afiain  ealeolated  cbiefljr  to  benefil  Ballinore, 
Philtddphia,  aod  perbaps  New  York;  and  It 
waa  tberefore  DeoesBBrjr  to  adopt,  a»  promptly  as 
pradence  woald  permit,  a  measure  which  wootd 
rMiore  a  just  equalitjr  betireeo  the  variooa  sec- 
tioDs  of  taeUaioB.  He  would  oot  dilate  further 
on  tha  general  principles  opoo  which  he  believed 
the  proposed  measure  to  be  justified,  but  eoDfioe 
fainsclf  to  the  question  raised  bjr  the  oiotioa  of 
the  geotleroan  from  MaryUod.  That  geotleman, 
on  whose  jadgment  the  greatest  reliance  mi^ht 
be  placed,  had  id  the  course  of  bis  remarks  lo- 
formed  us  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
would  most  probably  be  in  operatioo  by  the  first 
of  January.  If  bo,  and  he  had  no  doubt  of  the 
oorreetnest  of  the  opinion,  upon  what  principles 
aonld  the  pvopoial  to  pMipone  the  operatioo  of 
Ik*  Mil  under  consideration  be  joatifica  1  If,  for 
two  noDtbs  after  the  United  States  Bank  goes 
into  operation,  we  permit  the  Stale  banks  lo  go 
on  witnoat  paying  speeie — if  we  suffer  them  to 
•antfane  the  plaoes  of  deposiie  of  our  revenue ;  if 
wa  Ijiva  a  credit  to  their  depreciated  paper  by 
parmittiag  it  to  be  reeeired  in  the  collection  of 
the  rereooe,  shall  we  do  joatice  to  the  bank  we 
have  lately  chartered— shall  we  derive  to  the  na- 
tion the  benefit  we  anticipated  from  its  establish- 
ment? Far  from  ii.  The  inevitable  effect  will 
be,  either  to  pcwtpone  the  operations  of  the  new 
bank  till  March,  or,  if  it  commences  business,  to 
expose  it  to  the  demands  of  the  Slate  banks,  which 
collect  its  paper  and  draw  out  its  specie,  whilst 
on  tbeir  part  they  will  refuse  to  redeem  tbeirown 
BOlca  with  the  same  good  faith.  MoraoTer,  the 
pitaeBt  inequality  in  the  payment  of  dotiea  will 
aontinna,  aa  the  anties  in  the  Middle  Sialea  will 
atiU  be  paid  in  tbeu  demeiated  paper.  Aod 
what  good  end  waa  to  be  efieoled  by  the  postpooe- 
BMBtf  A  little  more  time  is  asked.  What  use 
baa  been  made  of  the  |nst— what  is  likely  to  be 
made  of  the  future,  which  eaanot  equally  be  ef- 
fected by  fixing  on  the  first  of  January?  The 
gentleman  told  the  House  very  truly,  that  specie 
would  be  necessarily  imported.  Is  there  not  time 
for  these  importations  t  If  an  effort  was  to  be 
made  to  increase  the  qoaotity  of  ooin  in  the  coun- 
try by  importation,  he  believed  that  it  would 
•aaaily  beefieeted  by  the  Fall  arrivals;  and  that 
aa  additional  advantage  would  in  this  point  of 
view  accrae  from  extending  the  period  during 
the  Winter  months  of  January  and  Febraary. 
As,  therdbre,  ba  waa  oppoaed  to  the  eontinnatiun 
of  the  mischief  from  which  we  now  snfier,  and  as 
ba  could  see  no  necessity  for  the  delay,  he  waa  de- 
aidedly  opposed  to  it.  He  apprehended,  seriously 
apmrchended,  that  every  day  would  add  to  the 
difficulty  of  cffiseting  the  desirable  object  of  re- 
turning lo  a  apccie  circulation.  The  banks  now 
in  existence — opposed  from  motives  of  self-inier- 
«st  to  specie  redemption — were  almost  too  strong 
.  for  the  legislative  arm.   They  formed  n  colossal 

Swer  which  it  waa  difficult  lo  resist.  We  already 
t  bow  arduous  was  the  undertaking  to  control 
Ibem,  and  to  resist  their  influence.  The  longer 
We  delay,  the  more  seriously  is  that  influence  to 
ba  apprehended. 
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Mr.  T.  said,  that  he  should  consider  it  belter  lo 
pass  DO  law  on  the  subject,  than  to  extend  the 
period  mentioned  in  ibe  bill.  It  would  furnish 
an  Irresistible  argument  again^  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  should  be  alifr  the  first  of  January 
refuse  to  receive  the  paper  of  banks  which  do  oot 
redeem  their  notes.  It  would  then  be  said,  that 
Congress,  by  passing  this  bill  (as  proposed  id  be 
amended)  liaa  impliedly  authorized  the  payment 
of  the  revenues  in  depreciated  paper  to  the  first 
of  March.  With  such  a  construction  ia  tbeir 
favor,  it  is  scarcely  probable  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  who  has  been  already  comiwUed 
to  yield  to  the  force  of  circnmsiaoees  in  receiving 
their  paper^  will  be  able  to  withstand  the  torrent ; 
and  to  insist,  as  he  ought  to  do  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of  tba 
United  Statea,on  receiving  the  revenues  inaome- 
thing  better  than  a  paper  currency,  which  is  not 
coovertible  into  anything  but  paper. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  bad  no  doubt  that  the  State 
banks  could  prepare  for  ihe  resumption  of  specie 
paymenu  by  the  first  of  Jannary.  Thongb  they 
have  unquestionably  overtraded,  and  probably 
cannot  at  this  time  redeem  their  paper,  yet  they 
have  ample  funds  to  effect  the  object  if  they  would 
set  seriously  about  it.  The  measure  proposed 
will  compel  them  to  do  so.  If  we  Jei  them  aJooe 
they  will  never  do  it.  They  cannot  do  it  with- 
out concert ;  there  never  will  be  that  concert.  If, 
instead  of  pressing  their  dealers,  that  their  out- 
cries may  influence  the  mcuotes  of  the  Legisla- 
tive body  and  prevent  this  neeessarv  meuure, 
they  would  curtail  tbeir  discounts  with  modera- 
tion }  if  they  would  sell  their  stock,  the  price  of 
which  wilt  he  so  much  enhanced  by  the  incfeased 
demand  for  it  in  u^ments  of  snbaeriptioas  to  the 
National  Bank ifafter  having  for  several  years 
made  immense  dividends  whilethe  profits  of  every 
other  class  of  society  were  reduced  to  nothing  by 
the  operation  of  the  war,  they  woald  declare  no 
dividend  till  they  were  enabled  to  pay  their  debta, 
he  bad  no  doubt  they  might  in  six  months  resume  - 
the  payment  of  specie,  without  ruin  or  even  ma- 
terial distress  to  the  mass  of  society.  It  was  a 
course  which  honesty  aod  justice  required— 
which  the  wdfare  of  the  nation  demanded,  aod 
which  we  must  enforce. 

It  had  been  intimated  that  there  would  be  great 
difficulty  in  collecting  tbe  taxes  for  want  of  a 
medium.  But  the  direct  lax  which  will  be  pay- 
able before  March  next  will  be  paid  by  January, 
ao  that  the  people  of  'the  interior  will  not  be  aA 
feeted  by  this  act,  and  as  lo  those  of  tbe  seaport^ 
if  they  have  the  depreciated  paper,  they  can  al- 
ways command  what  will  pay  their  taxes,  if  they 
are  willing  to  allow  a  (air  discount.  Upon  the 
whole,  Mr.  T.  had  no  doubt  that  it  was  neeesaary 
to  give  effect  to  this  measure  at  as  early  a  period 
as  possible,  and  he  was  persuaded  that  the  first  of 
January  would  not  be  found  too  remote.  He 
should  therefore  rote  against  tbe  amendment. 

Mr.  Shitb  having  varied  his  motion  from  the 
first  of  March  to  tbe  first  of  February—' 

Mr.  Inobah  said,  he  would  prefer  the  first  oi 
March  to  the  Aral  of  February.  It  had  beeneiv 
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gnitd  that  the  State  baaks  oagbt  to  be  eompelled 
to  pay  ipeeie  at  the  same  time  the  National  Bank 
eommeoeed  its  operaiioB5 ;  bat  it  bad  not  beep 
shown  at  what  time  that  tnnk  could  commence; 
be  presomed  neither  the  Secretary  or  the  Trens- 
nrf  Dor  the  Committee  had  calculated  the  Na- 
tional Bank  to  go  into  operation  by  the  31st  of 
Decembei.  He  perceived  that  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary,  by  its  date,  was  written  before  the 
Bank  bill  was  passed ;  the  time  for  opening  the 
books  bad  been  protracted  one  moDih,  and  also 
the  time  for  taking  the  subsertptions,  making  near 
two  months  longer  than  wascooiemplated  at  the 
time  the  letter  was  written.  He  presumed,  there- 
fore, that  the  first  of  March  would  be  as  early  as 
the  bank  could  be  put  into  operation ;  and  as  this 
measure  bad  beca  relied  od  to  ^Te  facility  to  the 
State  binks  in  resaroing  specie  payments,  this 
clftet  eoold  not  be  produced  if  the  State  banks 
were  compelled  to  pay  specie  before  the  United 
States  Bank  commenced  its  operation;  bat  it 
would  be  better  to  protract  the  period  somewhat 
beyond  the  time,  than  to  attempt  to  coerce  them 
before.  The  State  hanks  bad  difficulties  to  en- 
eonnter  in  resamine  specie  payments,  which  the 
United  States  Bank  will  not  he  exposed  to;  the 
former  bare  contracted  debts  by  issuing  their 
notes  in  large  qaantities— the  latter  has  no  debts 
10  pay ;  it  will  commence  with  caution ;  specie 
will  circulate  to  a  limited  extent,  and  confidence 
will  tie  gradually  restored.  The  State  banks 
having  taken  proper  measares  for  that  purpose, 
will  feel  the  efiect  of  this  confidence,  and  the  dif- 
ficnlty  will  be  essentially  dimioished.  The  oh- 
jeci  of  restoring  the  currency  is  a  very  desirable 
ontf  and  whatever  Congress  do,  they  ought  to  do 
it  with  eflfeet,  avoiding  all  unnecessary  pressure; 
bat,  taking  a  reasonable  and  practicable  coarse, 
there  will  not  be  the  same  moiire  to  relax  the 
measare;  and,  having  demanded  nothing  more 
than  Is  reasonable^  they  will  not  be  importuned 
for  a  suspension  of  the  law  at  the  next  session^as 
was  now  the  case  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  which 
had  adopted  a  similar  measure.  If  tne  lime  was 
protracted  as  proposed,  Congress  would  be  able 
to  resist,  with  more  fortitude  and  effect,  the  in* 
flaeoce  that  woald  assail  them,  and  Ibe  great  ob- 
ject more  effectually  secured,  than  if  the  shortest 
period  was  adopted. 

Mr.  RoBERTBON  said,  it  was  true  the  State  of 
Virginia  had  passed  a  law  to  compel  specie  pay- 
ments; hut  the  Legislature  might  be  quickly 
called  together,  and  he  sboofd  not  be  surprised  if, 
by  the  very  iofluenee  of  the  banks,  the  elamor 
was,  in  that  State,  excited  and  kept  op  for  the 

fturpose  of  forcing  a  repeal  of  the  law,  and  enab- 
log  them  to  coniinue  their  very  profitable  basi- 
aess.  The  clamor  in  Virginia  fora  call  of  the 
Legislatnre  being,  as  he  believed,  factitious,  and 
produced,  indirectly,  by  the  hanks  themselves, 
ought  iMt  to  deter  Congress  from  adopting  proper 
measures  to  enforce  the  payment  of  specie.  He 
believed  this  the  last  omrartunity  which  would 
occur  for  years  to  act  efficiently  on  the  aabject, 
and  he  trusted  it  would  not  be  neglected, 
lir.  Oalbodh  hoped  the  motion  to  tnierl  the , 
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first  of  February  would  not  prevail.  He  added  a 
few  remarks  to  those  he  submitted  when  he  first 
introduced  the  bill:  and  adverting  to  the  effeet 
of  the  Virginia  enforcing  act,  observed,  that  an 
attempt  to  compel  specie  payments  in  a  particu- 
lar State,  when  all  the  surrounding  baaks  did  not 
so  pay,  was  a  very  different  thing  from  a  general 
regulation,  which  would  operate  on  every  part  of 
the  country  alike.  He  had  all  along  believed  no 
single  State  could  safely  resume  the  payment  of 
specie— could  not  meet  the  consequent  curtail- 
ment of  discounts;- but  this  did  not  prove  that 
specie  payments  were  impracticable,  if  resumed 
contemporaneously  throughout  the  country.  Mr. 
C.  felt  very  anxious  for  the  fate  of  this  measure; 
be  strongly  suspected  the  Innks  did  not  mean 
voluDtarfljr  to  resnme  specie  payments,  though  it 
was  in  tlieir  power  to  import  specie  from  abroad. 
He  spoke  boldly  on  the  aabject ;  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the  hanks  sincere  in  their  deelaration^  ud 
if  there  was  the  least  giving  back  here,  the  oBiieet 
would  be  lost.  He  hoped  there  woald  be  soeh  s 
vote  on  the  bill,  as  would  give  assurance  that 
Congress  w«s  determined  to  compel  the  restora- 
tion of  a  sound  currency.  To  this  end,  Mr.  C. 
believed,  the  last  of  December  would  afford  the 
banks  ample  time ;  but  he  would  not  be  tenaeioas 
on  the  subject,  if  the  House  thought  otherwise. 

Mr.  OaoevEHoa  said,  for  himself,  be  woirid 
hare  preferred  the  hilt  in  its  original  shape,  to 
compel  the  payment  of  specie.  He  objected  to 
the  proposed  amendment,  not  that  a  month  oi 
two  was  anything  in  the  result,  but  that  it  waa 
important,  as  it  would  affect  ulterior  measures  of 
the  Qovernmeat.  He  hoped  the  time  would  be 
fixed  as  early  in  the  next  session  as  possibly  that 
no  difficulty  might  ensae  from  any  pressure  on 
Congress  by  the  banking  interest.  Soefa  prea- 
sare  might  be  anticipatedat  the  next  session,  and 
it  might  be  too  great  to  be  resist«l,  if  not  new 
provided  for. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  apin  rose  in  support 
of  his  motion.  He  wished  eight  weeks  allow«d 
for  the  United  States  Bank  to  commence  its 
operations,  that  the  pressure  might  be  taken  off 
the  Bute  banks;  without  this,  merchants  would 
not  be  able  to  pay  their  bonds  at  the  custom- 
houses, and  there  would  be  a  general  shock  to 
business  throughout  the  community.  Mr.  S.  d^ 
dared  that,  if  tne  31st  of  December  were  retained, 
be  should  be  obliged  to  vote  against  the  bill.  His 
anxiety  to  make  the  measure  easy  to  the  banla 
arose  nom  no  interested  feeling— he  owned  net « 
cent's  worth  of  bank  stock.  He  believed  the 
hanks  were  making  arrangementa  to  meet  the 
crisis,  and  that  they  would  be  able  end  wilHi^r  to 
resume  specie  payments  in  a  reasonable  time. 
The  banks  of  Baltimore  had  now  less  notes  oat 
than  those  of  Boston  ;  and  be  himself  bad  pur- 
chased one  hundred  thousaad  silver  dollars  atfive 
per  cent,  only.  Mr.  8.  thought  a  little  indulgence 
to  the  banks  on  this  subject  would  produce  mueh 
good,  and  that  too  much  hardship  would  do  great 
harm.  He  was  averse  to  any  attempt  to  force 
the  banks  to  do  wlwt  it  was  ioipractieable  for 
ihem  to  perform  immediately.  In  refdy  to  Bfr. 
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Wud'b  remrkf  that  the  baftki  of  Botion  had 
pcnrrared  in  Mfug  sfwcie  without  any  aid  from 
Qonrnnienl,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  these  baaks  oerei 
f^te  way  aid  to  the  GoTerDncnt,  exeept  ia  one 
luiawe,  and  that  was  the  reason  the^  were  smne^ 
times  censured  in  this  Hotue. 

Mr.  Sheppbt  was  opposed,  to  this  amendment. 
Eifry  d^y,  he  said,  which  tbe  measure  was  de- 
lafed.  would  nuke  it  more  difficult,  and  tbe  eTil 
W«eLd  daihr  beeoae  worse  and  worse.  He  was 
ID  faror  of  strong  measures,  and  of  tbe  shortest 
tipie,  and  was  airaid  this  nil  would  prore  too 
vaak  to  effect  the  ob|jeot  in  vieW ;  but,  mild  as  it 
^Ms,  he  was  willing  to  tidM  it,  awl  hoped  theises* 
aion  would  not  be  snShred  to  slip  onr  withoaf 
wnvihiDg  being  doM.  IiwteacI «  ezlending  tba 
timfl^  he  would  prefer  the  first  of  Noranbcr,  hy 
vbieh  day  the  basks  would  be  ahW  to  sell  thair 
Qairanuacai  stook^and  be  prepared  for  the  change. 

Mr.  QiKMVBiittB,  in  repljr  to  Mr.  Smith,  s«I^ 
tlMiia  WM  BO  law  to  oonpel  tbe  United  States 
Bank  to  cooMtaBoe  iu  operations  on  the  first  of 
JiwiBarT}  and  begged  to  Itnow  if  that  bank  was 
Mt  to  haTe  some  proieetion  against  the  cupidity 
of  tbe  State  banks?  He  would  give  the  Slate 
hanks  a  fair  and  proper  tioM  to  prepare,  oo  con- 
ditioa  that  they  Botwsttyj  iatesded  to  return  to 
specie  payments,  and  would  use  all  means  to  do ' 
itl  and  iastead  of  erosbing  aad  coBTttlsing  the 
Munmwcial  commuaity  to  every  eitent,  would 
aiienfioe  a  few  per  cent,  of  their  Government 
stock.  Would  any  man  tell  him  they  ooiUd  not 
saU  that  stock?  ^hej  could,  if  not  at  par,  at 
qaivatbiBg  betov  it.  The  secret  is,  aaid  Mr.  O., 
t^.  tNtftfce  atttdy  their  own  inteiest  salely,  and 
iMke  as  much  as  they  eaa,  without  coasiderii^ 
4t  regarding  tbe  eouBtry ;  in  some  instances  ihcu 
pKifiu  were  between  fifteen  UBd  eighteen  per  centi 
Aqd  how  did  they  pay  for  the  stock  which  ilMy 
Md?  Why,  in  thu  very  depreciated  paper. 
There  was  a  most  powerful  reason  for  Dot  pnttiqg 
off  this  measure ;  he  did  aol  believe  it  would  be 
affsptual  if  delayed;  it  was  too  weak,  and  Coo* 
guess  would,  at  the  neic  uesuoo,  be  beset  with  the 
whole  weight  of  the  banking  iDABence.  It  would 
bft  deferring  tbe  remedy  forev«r ;  but  rathef  than 
submit  to  the  disorder,  and  fasten  on  the  country 
a>paper  system,  hs  would  amputate  the  rotten 
part }  rather  than  submit  to  the  evils  which  would 
•Mile  from  such  aceqrse^  he  would,  if  he  had  the 
|l«wert  bury  then  in  the  earth,  and  give  life  to 
iBCtitntioBs  of  a  sound,,  healthy,  and  naefU  oon- 
aliwtion.  But,  so  long  as  he  believed  the  bBaki 
ainccre^  he  waBld  not  pat  them  dowit}  he  would 
resort,  to  leaieat  measures  first,  and  trusted  they 
wauid  be  efiectuat 

Mr.  Sbutb,  of  Maryland,  had  already  said  thai 
Utts  subject  was  one  of  extreuw  difficulty ;  that 
Qoverament  intiermeddling  with  subjects  of  such 
doticacy,  might  involve  the  country  in  ruin  aod 
deetroy  many  unoffending  iudividuius ;  that  Vir- 
ginity had  passed  a  law  to  compel  her  baaks  to 
pay  specie  on  the  15ih  of  I^ovemher.  The  result 
was  as  might  have  been  expected,  and  such  as 
ought  to  cause  a  doubt,  and  induce  the  commit- 
t«e  to  apprehend  conaaqatnQes  of  the  moat  se- 
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riouB  kisd.  Th«  bill  £i»Udi  the  Treaavry  ^ 
receive  in  pt^meat  the  notes  of  baaks  which 
shall  not  pay  specie  after  tbe  31st  of  December 
oaxt — that  is,  it  exacts  of  tbe  banks  to  do  what, 
he  feared,  would  be  found  impracticable*  The 
injury  will  not  be  to  the  banks  alone;  it  wiU 
fall  ptincipally  oa  those  who  do  busisea  with 
tbem.  A  merchant's  bond  becomes  due  ax  tkf 
custom-house,  be  has  the  amount  in  oo*  of  t^ 
State  banks,  (who  do  not  pay  specie,}  a  chaelc 
on  such  bank  will  not  pay  his  bond ;  the  bank 
will  say,  we  have  not  the  specie,  we  cannot  aid 
you.  What  is  he  to  do  ?  He  cannot  pay.  and 
his  bond  will  remain  nnuid;  his  oredit  wiU  he 
destroyed  at  the  custom-house^  and  be  mnet  (bb- 
tit  his  bond  ia  paid)  pay  ready  noney  Cu  aU 
^ods  that  he  may  thereafter  import,  He  can- 
not pay,  aod  his  goods  yriU  be  put  in  the  puUie 
warehouse,  sold  ai  auction  for  the  dsiiec^  and 
ruin  and  bankruptcy  will  follow  in  maaf  in- 
stances. He  did  not  know  whether  a  pestpoae- 
meat  until  the  1st  of  February  would  core  the 
evil.  He  thought  that  if  the  tinu  was'fix«d  at 
the  1st  of  March  it  would  greatly  lessen  the  dan- 
ger which  was  apprehended.  Mr.  S.  thea  said, 
ibat  if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  weat  intn 
operation  on  tbe  1st  of  January,  the  merchants 
would  offer  good  notes  to  that  baok  or  one  of  Jts 
branches  for  the  amount  of  their  hoods,  winch 
would  be  discounted  and  enable  them  to  pay ; 
that  by  this  means  a  pressure  would  be  ukea 
from  the  State  banks,  aitd  be  had  a  hope,  that 
with  forbearaace  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury 
towards  those  banks  which  held  the  pnblic  funds, 
aad  by  sales  of  Uqited  Slates  stock,  the  hanks 
ia  the  great  cities  would  be  enabled  to  pay.  specie 
after  tbe  Isl  of  March.  Coofidenee  (which  was 
the  all-Important)  would  be  restored  br  two 
iiMDths'  paying  of  sptfcie  by  the  United  States 
Bank;  and  the  State  banks,  being thM  hattW  pre- 
pared, would  make  the  attempt  to  resommMoe 
specie  payments,  be  hoped,  without  much  dan- 
ger. But  in  this  opinion  he  differed  with  almost 
all  the  merchants  m  Baltimore.  They  thotwht 
specie  payments  by  the  banks  at  so  short  a  day 
impossible.  He  agaio  would  assert  that  it  was 
not  excessive  issues  of  paper,,  or  excessiva  dif- 
counta  to  merchaals,  that  OGoasioned  what  was 
called  depreciation;  that  he  had  s«en  the  balance 
sheet  of  two  baaks  of  BalUinof«,  hy  w-hieh  it  ap- 
peared that  neither  their  diseoBBts  nor  thev  aol^ 
IB  eirottlation  ware  «%aat  to  what  they  wen  in 
1813.  Tat  the  note*  ware  not  e^wtl  in  minf)  to 
Ume  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvama,  whoaa  4«mB* 
and  discounts  it  had  beea  shown  had  been  exc«a- 
aive.  Id  one  of  our  largest  banks,  be  WMild  stntik 
that  its  discounts  did  notexceed  iisactnal  capital 
more  than  ninety  thousand ;  that  its  notes  in  cir- 
colatioB  amounted  to  little  more  than  one-third 
of  its  capital ;  that  it  bad  6  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
United  States  to  an  amount  nearly  equal  t«  the 
whole  it  owed  for  d^sites  by  individuals  nnd 
by  tbe  Treasurv ;  that  the  deposite  of  tha  Trwaa- 
ury  in  that  baoKwassesmallthatitfully  showed 
that  no  loss  had  arisen  to  the  Oovarnmeal  by  the 
rcceiviBg  of  BBltianre  paper  i«  m=VMB*> 
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tbat  th«  Trexiurir  had  beea  able  to  pa;  U  such 
paper  for  tb«  iotereat  of  the  stock  aod  its  debts 
without  loss  to  tbs  Treasury.   Mr.  S.  further 
aaid  that  the  differeace  of  value  betweeo  Balti- 
iDQie  aod  Virginia  paper  had,  io  a  great  measure, 
be«o  owing  to  the  Treasarr  baTtag  (last  Spring) 
drawD  from  the  Baltimore  baoks  |750j1X)O,  which 
were  sent  to  Richmond  to  |Mf  the  debt  due  to 
Virginia  bjr  the  United  Sllatea.  Tbnt  so  large  a 
aum  conld  not  fail  to  l^ave  an  effect  on  the  ex* 
change  between  those  States.  That  the  baolc 
l^e  had  alluded  to  had  lately  sold  stock  in  Rich- 
mond, and  withdrawn  their  own  notes,  which, 
with  other  banks  doing  the  same,  and  with  the 
courae  of  trade  with  the  interior  of  Virginia, 
would,  he  hoped,  soon  lessen  the  balaviee  that  had 
been  against  Baltimore;  ibat  b«  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  shown  how  the  balance  of  trade  had 
nrisea  apiut  Baltimore,  and  in  faror  of  the 
States  to  tbe  Eastward ;  that  the  ezchaoge  had 
fitUen,  he  believed,  since  Congress  tiad  met,  with 
Boston-   He  said  that  it  would  perhaps  not  be 
proper  for  him  to  give  a  view  of  the  Boston 
b^ks,  but  this,  he  hoped,  he  might  he  permitted 
to  any,  that  if  the  drain  of  their  specie  pri^ressed 
M  It  had  done  between  Jnne  and  Jannarjr  last, 
tjiej  would  he  in  a  pitiable  sitouion.  Connec- 
(ievt,  be  said,  would  feel  the  operation  of  the 
bill}, her  banks  were  cnlled  specie  banks,  but 
they  paid  no  specie — their  business  was  doite,  he 
belteved)  in  New  York  bank  notes;  thus,  when 
tiwy  discounted  meicbants'  notes,  tbe^r  contracted 
thnt  they  were  neither  to  pay  soecte  nor  their 
own  notes;  they  were  to  pay  iq  the  notes  of  the 
banks  of  New  Vork.   He  ^id  that  it  was  be^ 
lieved  that  the  baiiks  of  New  York  had  as  mvch, 
if  Dot  more,  notes  in  circulatioa,  io  proportion  to 
their  capital,  than  those  of  Baltimore ;  yet  tMr 
pfper  was  8  per  cent.  beUar,  both  paying  in 
Wi99t  and  neither  in  specie.  It  had  been  repr^ 
aasMd  to  bin  that  some  qf  the  btmks  of  tbe  inr 
tarior  of  New  York  have  issued  their  notes  to  an 
efccas,  and  yet  their  notes  were  Ijetteir  in  the 
mavket  than  those  of  Baltiiitors ;  which  did  not 
UroTc  a  depreciation^  but  that  the  balance  of 
trad*  was  greaUy  against  Baltimore  and  in  favw 
q^New  York,  a  cucuiastaaoe  tbftt  will  cure  itr- 
a^lf  in  a  few  ntonths  perhaps. 

The  gentleman  iroqi  Maasfwhusetta  (Mr. 
W^np)  had  pressed  this  subject  with  pe^t  zeal. 
He  bad  said  thai  the  9tate  be  represeated  nsid 
more  real  valve  to  Qoveriunent  tor  public  duef 
than  any  other  State.  7he  gentleman  is  inista 
£e«.  Imi  Spring  they  paid  much  less  j  for  dol 
Ur»  were  then  purchased  in  Bnltimore  at  S  per 
nent„  Treasury  Dot^  at  par;  at  which  time  t^^ 
mecchaau  of  Boston  paid  their  hoods  in  Tieaji- 
ury  notes,. which,  he  believed,  they  purchased  at 
16  per  cent,  below  par;  at  this  time  they  paid  in 
Treasury  notes  which  cost  &  per  cent,  below  par. 
They  have,  tbarefore,  on  tbe  aventge,  paid  tbeir 
pubbc  dues  on  at  least  eqjunl  terras  with  those  of 
Baltimoie.  The  same  gentleman  has  said  that 
lijijV  merebaots  and  banks  of  Boston  had  receive^ 
no  aid  Cioir  Qoventment.  Was  it  no  aid  when 
they  wen  ett^bM  to  P99  'be  public  dues  in 


Treasury  notes,  which  on  an  average  of  tbe  ye(t 
saved  them  10  per  cent?  however,  tbe  mer- 
chants, or  the  banks  of  Boston,  received  no  aid 
from  Qoveromeot,  the  sentleman  ought  to  recol- 
lect that  they  refused  all  aid  to  tbe  Government, 
when  the  banks  and  merchants  io  tbe  Midd^ 
States  contributed  to  the  support  of  Onvernment 
to  the  extent  of  their  means.  Mr.  8.  conclqdisd 
by  saying  that  he  could  not  vote  tot  the  h^l 
without  an  extension  of  time. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  8iiiTa*«  n9«r 
tioii.  and  negatived — ayes  48. 

Mr.  Shabpb  moved  to  revive  and  ineorpon^ 
in  the  bill,  the  fourth  section  originally  reportei^ 
but  subsequently  withdrawn  by  the  Committee 
of  Finance,  laying  a  high  stamp  dutj^,  abottt  le^ 
per  cent,  on  the  notes  of  all  banks  failing  tc^  pay 
specie  from  nnd  after  the  31st  of  December  next. 

Mr.  Shabpb  said,  he  was  induced  to  propose 
this  amendment,  partly  from  tbe  arguments  of 
gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  bill.  He  was 
sorry  that  the  committee  who  reported  th«  bill 
consented  to  strike  out  this  section;  and  in  list- 
eniog  attentively  to  the  arguments  ag^nst  the 
other  provisions  of  the  bill,  he  was  still  more 
otearly  convinced  of  tbe  importance  and  neces- 
sity of  this  section.  What,  aaid  Mr.  S.,  are  the 
arguments  that  have  been  used  against  this  hillt 
Not  a  jusii&catiao  of  tbe  banks  that  bad  Tiolate4 
their  contracts,  for  them  they  cannot  venture  to 
justify ;  but  that  this  is  a  measure  that  will  ope- 
rate most  severely  upon  the  people,  and  the  banks 
will  save  themselvu,  if  required  to  pay  specie, 
by  refusing  to  discount,  and  by  calling  in  theix 
paper  which  is  io  circulation  ;  and  that  will  dis- 
tress the  whole  community,  particularly  the  met- 
caotile  interest,  who  have  large  aocMipntodatioas. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  people  will  not 
have  money  to  pay  their  uses.  As  you  reduce 
the  circulatiog  medium,  you  will  reduce  the  price 
of  produce,  lessen  the  value  of  land  and  labor, 
and  produce  a  stagnation  of  all  kinds  of  businew. 

If  these  arguments,  said  Mr.  3.  are  entitlefl  to 
weight,  they  establish  one  of  two  nets,  either  tbnt 
thebapksare  never  to  resnme  specie  fiaymen(s.aii4 
we  must  tolerate  them  in  thnteotirse  of  dcauni|{ 
or  that,  if  wenre  to  compel  them  to  resume  specut 
paymeots,  our  ofieasntes  should  bemade.tobp^ 
rate  on  them  directly,  (which  is  the  very  thuig 
intended  by  this  anendment,)  and  not  indireoUy, 
witich  will  be  felt  by  the  community  ns  well  as 
by  the  baoks^  He  would  ask  gentlemen  If  the 
first  was  admissible  in  principle,  or  if  they  hiift 
the  moat  dist«|Ot  idea  (bat  every  little  banking 
pompany  throi^out  the  Union  wa«  to  give  4 
circulating  m^ium  to  tbe  country ;  and  that 
Congress,  who  have  to  establish  the  current  coin 
of  tbe  nationi  shall  not  control  tbemf 

Mnny  of  Uie  State  banlu^  he  was  convinffCHL 
would  be  prepared  at  any  day  Congress  sboiili) 
appoint,  to  resume  specie  payments,  bql  they  Wt* 
not  commence  while  others  are  suffered  to  qo  ho- 
siness  without  paying  specie ;  it  miut  be  simnl- 
lajieous  in  every  part  of  toe  nation,  or  those  bfw^ 
that  attempt  to  do  a  specie  business  cannot  di»> 
counter  make  any  profits,  w;hile  those  banks  tb*t. 
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do  not  pay  specie  will  do  all  the  bnsioess  and 
make  all  the  profits ;  the  notes  of  banks  that  paf 
specie  will  be  scarce  as  specie  itseir,  while  the 
notes  of  other  banks  will  occupy  all  the  aveoues 
of  circulation.  This  was  eridenced  by  the  fact : 
those  banks  which  pay  nothing  for  their  paper, 
are  dividing  a  profit  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  per 
eent.^  while  the  banks  in  New  England  that  pay 
specie  divide  only  from  three  to  foor  per  cent. 
YoD  acknowledge  this  fact,  said  Mr.  B.,  when 
yoQ  state  that  if  the  banks  are  compelled  to  pay 
specie,  they  will  make  no  dividends  this  year. 
This  accooQtB  for  their  unwillingness  to  pay 
specie;  it  is  not  expected  that  moaeyed  institu- 
iioDs,  whose  only  instinct  is  gain,  will  be  willing 
Tolonlarilv  togive  up  exorbitant  profits.  During 
the  war  tney  had  an  apology  for  stopping  pay- 
ment: they  had  loaned  largely  to  Qovernment, 
and  were  unable  to  sell  their  stock  without  loss; 
this  some  gentleman  say  was  patriotism,  for 
which  they  are  entitled  to  our  greatest  indul- 
gence. I  mast  acknowledge  for  one,  said  Mr. 
S.,  that  my  gratitude  is  not  as  sreat  as  it  would 
have  been  for  their  patriotism,  if  they  had  loaned 
their  money  at  a  profit  of  from  six  to  eight,  in- 
stead of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent.  I 
recollect  their  patriotism  was  very  fairly  mea- 
■nred  by  the  profit  they  made,  and  if  they  loaoed 
vs  their  paper  they  made  us  pay  for  it.  1  do  not 
complain  of  this,  it  was  fair ;  they  had  a  right,  as 
mooey  dealers,  to  make  the  best  bargaia  they 
could,  and  they  did  so.  It  is  our  duty  to  comply 
with  oar  contract ;  when  we  have  done  that,  we 
owe  them  nothing,  no,  not  even  gratitude.  There 
waa  notbiDg  gratuitous  in  their  favors  iwe  bought 
them,  and  we  will  pay  for  tbem.  Daring  the 
war  the  defalcation  of  the  banks  was  tolerated 
from  necessity,  and  on  the  return  of  peace  no  im> 
mediate  steps  were  taken  against  tbem ;  we  were 
then  induced  to  believe,  they  would  resume  pay- 
ment in  six  or  eight  months,  at  the  farthest;  it 
is  now  above  fourteen  montns,  and  we  are  told 
they  are  less  prepared  to  pay  specie  than  they 
were  at  the  close  of  the  war ;  that  the  balance  of 
trade  has  beea  ■jB'fost  us,  and  the  money  has  been 
all  exported.  This  bill  proposes  to  give  near  one 
year  longer,  and  yet  we  are  told  this  is  oot  suffi- 
cient time,  and  that  the  whole  country  is  to  be 
distressed  by  the  measure.  Those  moneyed  in- 
Btitntions,  said  Mr.  S.,  will  always  think  it  too 
soon ;  they  will  never  be  prepared  for  paying 
specie ;  fourteen  months  has  found  them  less  pre- 
pared than  at  the  close  of  the  war;  one  or  two 
years  more  and  they  will  persuade  you  the  mea- 
sure is  wholly  impracticable.  Whenever  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  compel  them,  as  individual  cit- 
izeus  are  compelled,  to  |)ay  their  contracts,  tbey 
will  commence  curtailmg  their  discounts,  and 
produce  such  pressure  on  the  community  as  will 
excite  a  strong  interest  in  their  favor,  and  it  will 
be  found  impracticable  to  pass  an  efficient  mea- 
aare  on  the  sabject.  This  course  of  theirs  is  con- 
eloaive  to  my  mind,  said  Mr.  8., that  ibey  do  not 
intend  resuming  specie  paymenu ;  for,  if  they  did, 
they  have  Xke  meads  in  tneir  power  without  the 
least  oppression  to  the  eommanity.  What  was 


the  principal  reason  for  their  stopping  specie  pay- 
ments 7  It  was  owing  to  their  permanent  loans 
to  Government,  of  greater  amounts  than  they 
could  pay ;  that  stock,  which  maoy  of  the  bann 
got  at  a  reduced  price,  cao  now  be  sold  in  the 
market  at  a  profit  of  from  five  to  fifteen  per  eeot.; 
they  have  only  to  convert  it  into  money  and  ihey 
are  prepared  to  resume  specie  paymenu  at  once. 
They  are  not  willing  to  do  this,  because  it  is  not 
their  interest ;  they  can  make  more  profit  by  is- 
suing notes  they  never  mean  to  pay.  Their  op- 
positioo  to  ibis  bill  was  Aill  erideoeeof  that  fact. 
This  bill,  Mr.  S.  said,  without  the  propoeed 
amendment,  is  an  indulgence,  not  a  coercioo  ;  it 
gives  till  the  first  of  next  January,  before  the  See* 
retary  of  the  Treasury  is  directed  to  refnae  the 
paper  of  all  banks  in  payment  of  the  revenn^ 
unless  they  pay  gold  or  silver  for  their  notes. 
Witbont  this  bill,  the  Secretary  has  a  right  to 
refuse  iheir  paper,  or  indeed  he  has  no  right  to 
receive  it  at  alf,  and  may  issue  his  order  to-mor- 
row, directing  it  not  to  be  received.  we  are 
told  that  such  an  order,  issued  on  (he  first  of  Jan- 
uary next,  will  be  ruinous.  Shall  any  other  rule 
of  morality,  said  Mr.  S.,  govern  the  transactiona 
of  those  corporations  than  is  applied  to  the  con- 
traets  of  individaals?  If  aniodividoal  refuses  to 
fblfil  his  eoatraet,  it  is  held  diirepanble^  and  he  is 
prosecuted  and  made  to  pajr  costs  and  damages  ; 
execDtions  are  levied  on  bis  property,  and  it  ta 
sold  at  any  price  it  will  bring ;  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren are  turned  out  of  house  and  home  npoti  the 
world's  cold  charity,  and  be  thrown  into  priaon. 
When  those  banks  nave  done  the  same  act,  and 
even  refuse  to  pay  interest  on  their  debt,  where 
tbey  fail  to  pay  the  principal,  they  are  held  to  be 
free  from  censure  or  reproach.  My  sentiments 
of  justice,  said  Mr.  S.,  are  not  so  pliant  as  to  con- 
sider the  condact  of  a  community  of  men  in  any 
difiereot  point  of  view  from  tbe  conduct  of  an 
individual;  oombers  divide  responsibility,  bat  tbe 
act  is  the  same ;  there  is  no  good  reason  why  they 
who  will  post  tbe  name  of  one  of  their  customers 
as  dishonored  if  he  does  oot  meet  his  contract  to 
a  day,  shall  be  allowed  to  violate  theirs  with  im- 
punity. It  18  indispensable,  tbey  must  pay  their 
debts  honestly,  or  it  is  oar  daty,  said  Mr.  S.,  lo 
compel  them  to  do  it ;  and  if  ihie  measure  is  not 
adequate,  we  must  resort  to  a  bankrupt  law,  and 
sell  all  their  eSiects.  Legislators  who  will  tole- 
rate this  violation  of  contracts  can  have  but  little 
regard  for  tbe  morallhr  of  the  country. 

The  deliuqueocy  of  the  banks,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  a 
species  of  speculation  upon  tbe  whole  community ; 
it  is  nothing  less  than  taxing  the  whole  oaitoa. 
Where  paper  is  issued  at  a  value  from  which  it 
depreciates,  the  whole  amonnt  of  depreciation  is 
a  clear  loss  to  the  community,  and  is  the  same  as 
paying  the  tax  to  that  amount.  Say  that  the 
banks  who  do  not  pay  specie  have  issned  ten 
millions  of  dollars  at  par,  in  tbe  course  of  one  year 
that  sum  depreciates  ten  per  cent. — one  mif&aa 
is  the  losk  to  the  eommuDily,  and  is  the  same  as 
if  the  money  had  not  depreciated^  and  they  had 

Eiid  one  minion  in  taxes:  Theenl  does  noireat 
er^  said  Mr.     bat  it  is  a  frand  upon  tlia  leve- 
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DBe,  and  coDsvqueatly  upon  all  ibe  QoverQinent 
creditors.  The  taxes  are  paid  io  an  iaferior  cur- 
rency, and  tbe  GorerDtneot  has  (o  pay  the  same 
to  its  officers,  and  that  is  payiog  tbem  less  thao 
what  is  due  them.  As  the  depreciatioa  is  Dot 
naiforni,  tbe  rereoue  is  unequally  paid  by  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  Ufiiou,  according  lo  the  differ- 
ence of  ratue  of  Ibe  several  kinds  of  papers  io 
which  it  is  paid.  Say  tbe  depreciation  of  Balti- 
more paper  is  twelve  per  cent^  and  Boston  three 
per  eeaUj  tbe  people  of  Baltimore  pay  nine  per 
ecDLleaain  lazes  andimposts  than  those  of  Boston. 
By  paTiog nine  per  eenti  less  oo  theirimposts  they 
can  afford  to  sell  their  goods  lower,  and  in  that 
manner  engross  tbe  custom  of  tbe  interior  country 
which  depends  on  tbe  seaport  towns  for  its  goods. 
Hence  it  is  ngt  only  tbe  interest  of  the  banks  that 
their  paper  should  depreciate,  but  it  is  tbe  interest 
of  importing  cities  that  they  lighten  their  dues  to 
QovernmeoL  This,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  an  evil  of  no 
small  magnitude  ;  it  is  taking  deep  root  in  society, 
and  entwines  itself  with  all  (be  large  moneyed 
interests  of  tbe  community.  Had  it  not  been  for 
this  disease  of  the  circiuaiing  medium,  would 
Congress,  be  said,  have  been  induced  to  charter  a 
National  Bank  t  Was  it  not  as  a  remedy  for  this 
evil  that  the  bank  was  mainly  intended?  And 
was  not  that  remedy  to  be  effected  by  tbe  National 
Bank's  being  compelled  to  pay  specie  for  ita  notes 
and  giving  a  carreney  of  an  uniform  value  and 
at  all  times  equal  to  gold  and  silver  1  If  this  was 
the  object,  it  will  never  be  accomplished,  said  Mr. 
8.,  so  long  as  our  revenue  is  allowed  to  be  col- 
lected in  an  inferior  paper ;  oo  man  will  pay  in 
tbe  paper  of  most  value  when  the  other  wilt  do 
as  well,  and  be  can  make  ten  or  twelve  per  cent, 
in  the  exchange.  I  also  view  this  measure,  fiaid 
Mr.  8.,  as  necessary  to  aid  and  protect  your  Na- 
tional Bank  when  it  goes  into  operation.  If  these 
banks  are  not  compelled  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments, they  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  purchase 
the  bills  of  the  National  Bank  and  draw  all  the 
money  out  of  its  vaults,  and  compel  it  to  stop  pay- 
ment or  quit  business.  That  we  have  the  righi 
to  impose  this  addidonal  tax  on  tbem,  said  Mr. 
S.,  I  have  no  doubt— that  it  is^ood  policy  to  im- 
pose it  is  equally  obvious;  otherwise  we  are  to 
puffer  tbem  to  give  a  depreciated  circulating  me- 
dium to  the  countrjr,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  rev- 
enue, and  ID  the  injury  of  commerce.  These  are 
some  of  the  considerations,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  in- 
duced me  to  move  this  amendment;  and  I  hope 
they  will  induce  the  Committee  to  adopt  it;  and 
if  this  bill  shall  not  then  be  sufficient  to  produce 
the  desired  effect,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress 
it  is  to  be  hoped  measures  more  efficient  will  be 
resorted  to. 

Mr.  Babbock  said,  that,  as  the  section  now 
proposed  (by  Mr.  Sbabfb)  to  be  introduced  as  an 
amendment,  had  been  stricken  from  the  bill  by 
the  committee  which  reported  it,  be  bad  not  ex- 
pected that  it  would  have  been  offered  anin }  but, 
as  it  was  brought  forward,  he  would  o^  to  the 
Committee  afewideas  which  bad  suggested  ihem- 
sdvcs  to  him  upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  for 
the  parpoee  of  showii^  that  the  proposed  amend- 
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ment  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  He  said  that  he 
was  fullv  sensible  of  (he  evil  under  which  tbe 
country  labored,  in  consequence  of  the  deprecia- 
tion and  varying  value  oi  ihe  circulating  medi- 
um ;  that  he  was  as  desirous  as  any  member  of 
the  GonTimittee  to  apply  a  proper  remedy,  but  be 
was  desirous  also  (o  be  duly  careful,  both  as  (o 
the  character  and  extent  of  that  remedy,  and  fiar- 
ticularly  that  one  should  not  be  applied  which 
was  worse  than  tbe  evil  which  it  was  intended 
to  cure.  In  the  first  place,  then,  it  behooved  the 
Committee  to  consider  well  whether  they  had  the 
right  to  enact  such  a  provision.  He  did  not  mean 
to  affirm  that  tbey  bad  not  tbe  right,  but  he  thought 
it  somewhat  questionable. 

Tbe  section  now  offered  proposed  to  impose 
an  enormous  stamp  duty,  with  a  proviso  that  it 
should  be  mitigated  in  relation  to  such  banks  as 
should  by  a  given  day  make  payment  of  their 
notes  in  specie.  The  object  evidently  was  not  to 
raise  a  revenue,  but  to  operate  ax  a  penalty  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  another  object — namely, 
specie  payments.  It  was  in  its  character  of  pen- 
ally that  he  thought  the  doubt  resided. 

These  institutions  have  been  incorporated  by 
the  States,  whose  power  so  to  do  has  not  been 
called  into  question.  If  then  the  Ooveroments 
which  created  them  be  willing,  under  imperiooi 
circumstances,  to  dispense  them  from  the  neces- 
sity of  specie  payment^  he  asked  If  it  would  not 
be  going  very  far  for  tbe  Committee  to  say  that 
they  should  incur  a  heavy  penalty  for  not  doing  ■ 
that  from  which  they  were  absolved  by  tbe  power 
creating  tbem  ?  But,  he  said  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  press  that  point,  inasmuch  as  there 
were  considerations  of  expediency^  which  seemed 
to  him  sufficient  to  reject  the  provision.  - 

If,  he  said,  a  direct  appeal  to  tbe  interest  of  the 
State  banks  be  a  sufficient  motive  to  induce  them 
to  pay  specie,  then  be  thought  that  the  bill,  with- 
out toe  propiased  amendment,  contained  provis- 
ions of  a  character  strong  enough  to  produce  the 
desired  effect.  These  provisions  were,  first,  a 
withdrawal  of  all  tbe  deposites  of  Gkivernment 
from  such  banks  as  should  not  pay  specie  by  the 
1st  of  January,  1817 ;  secondly,  that  tbe  notes  of  • 
such  banks  should  not  he  receivable  in  taxes  and 
debts  to  tbe  Government.  If^  notwitfaatanding 
these  provisions,  tbe  banks  should  not  pay  specie, 
he  thought  it  fair  to  infer  that  the  reason  woula 
be  an  inability  to  do  so;  and  be  asked,  whether 
a  severe  penalty,  imposed  upon  institutions  for 
not  doing  that  which  they  might  be  unable  to  do, 
would  nut  be  an  act  of  harsh  legislation  7 

Let  us  examine,  said  he,  tbe  extent  of  this  pen- 
alty: a  single  example  will  suffice  to  show  it. 
The  amendment  proposed  a  stamp  duty  of  fifty 
dollars  upon  every  note  above  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 
Now,  no  person  could  say,  with  certainty,  that 
the  banks  would  be  able  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  1st  January,  1817.  Some  gentle- 
men thought  that  tbey  would,  others  that  ihey 
would  not  DC  able  to  do  so.  The  effect  of  (his  pro- 
vision, then,  would  be  to  put  an  eniire  stop  to  tbe 
operation  of  all  these  baoln  which  might  be  thai 
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ofuUe:  because,  to  eoatinae  bauDtBs  under  such 
stamp  dutieft  would  be  alto^ther  out  of  the  ques- 
tioD.  Such  is  the  cfiect  which  this  prorision 
might  hare  upon  the  Imnks  themselres.  Let  as 
^ow  wquire,  for  a  momeut,  what  might  be  its 
Qpeiation  upon  the  eireulatiog  mediuoi  of  the 
conotrjr,  and  couseqaeutly  apoa  the  interests  of 
tjie  communitjr. 

It  seems  to  be  agreed  od  all  bands  fbat  the 
ijfnks  have  not,  at  this  time,  any  thing  like  specie 
enoiigh.  It  has  been  stated  bjr  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  National  Cufrencir,  that  the 
quantity  in  the  baaks  amounted  to  about  fifteen 
milUous  of  dollars,  while  it  is  probable  that  the 
paper  in  circulation  is  near  sereniy  millions.  It 
will  be  borne  in  mind,  also,  that,  of  the  quantity 
^bich  we  have  already,  much  too  small,  a  con* 
udenbla  portioD  must  be  drawn,  if  not  from  the 
Sitate  banks,  from  the  stock  in  the  eountrj,  to 
aapuly  the  demand  of  the  National  Bank.  It  is 
saui|  nowevtr,  that  the  banks  have  stusk,  by  a 
sale  of  which  they  can  procure  lu  Not  to  men* 
(ion  the  difficulty  that  there  might  be  in  convert- 
ing  so  much  stock  in  so  short  time  into  specie, 
let  it  be  remembered  that,  of  the  two  hundred 
aitd  sixty  banks  in  the  United  States,  a  very 
large  number  of  them  hare  either  none  or  very 
little  stock.  The  only  means,  then,  by  which  the 
banks  could  enable  themseives  to  take  up  their 
notes  with  cash  would  be  by  curiiiliog  their  dis- 
counts  and  drawing  in  their  debts.  A  modejcate 
aiid  well-regulated  system  of  curtailment  was  not 
to  be  objected  to.  Such  a  one  the  present  pro- 
visions were  calculated  to  [u-oduce;  but  there 
vaa  great  reason  to  fear,  if  this  provision  should 
be  adopted,  that,  under  the  terror  of  such  an  enor- 
mous penalty,  the  banks  would  be  driven  into  so 
liu^e  and  severe  a  eurtailment,  that  it  would  pro- 
dtt9e  a  DV»t  distressing  pressure  upon  their  cus- 
tomers, «nd,  through  them,  inflict  the  deepest 
wounds  upon  the  community  at  large.  The 
effect  of  curtailment  resulted  from  this  circum- 
stance, that  as  bank  paper  had  filled  up  the  cban- 
oel  of  circulfitioo  to  the  exclusion  of  specicrevery 
operation  of  this  sort  necessarily  diminished,  to 
9a  extent  equal  to  its  amount,  the  quantity  of 
circulating^  medium,  or  currency  of  the  country, 
out  of  which  alone  the  amount  of  succeeding 
e^cteilmenta  could  be  paid.  If  this  process  i^ere 
(^pdttci^  with  moderation,  althoqgh  inconve- 
■leiiqe  most,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  the  ioeviu- 
Ua  resqlt,  yet  the  very  circumstance  of  its  mod- 
eration would  make  it  tokrabU;  but  if,  on  (he 
contrary,  it  y^ete  violent  in  its  opjeration,  such  a 
xei^t  and  sudden  drain  of  the  circulating  me- 
^um  would  be  produced  as  would  m«^  it  iniol- 
«rahle. 

The  whole  subject  seemed  to  him  to  be  reduci- 
ble to  this  single  proposition,  either  the  banks 
win  or  will  hot  be  able  to  pay  specie  at  the  time 
required. ,  He  hoped  tbejr  would  be  able.  If  they 
should,  then  the  provisions  already  in  the  biU, 
addressed  themselves  sufficiently  to  the  interest 
01  the  banks  to  make  them  pay  it.  If  they 
abouU  not,  then  the  proposed  tax  or  penalty, 
eftU  It  by  what  nanw  you  please,  would  be 
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Bsninust  and  oppressive  in  tu  principle  as  it 
would  be  ruinous  m  its  consequences.  He  shaofcl 
therefore  vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON  was  abo  opposed  to  the  mo- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Sbabpe,  and  thought  the  House 
could  not  pursue  that  course  one  step  fbrther. 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  t^at  the  fwwer  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment  could  not  be  constitu- 
tionally  exercised;  and  this  opinion,  he  said,  was 
not  ideal.  The  stamp  duty  proposed  to  be  laid 
on  the  notes  of  the  cfelinqoent  banks  had  been 
called  a  tax ;  but  was  it  not  a  fact  that  this  dutj 
was  to  be  contingent,  that  It  compelled  the  Statje 
banks  to  pay  so  much  money  unless  thej  per- 
formed a  certain  act  7  Was  this  of  the  nature  of 
a  tax?  Mr.  H.  said  it  was  a  penalty  on  the 
banks;  a  penalty  inflicted  without  the  decision  6i 
sanction  uf  a  court  of  justice.  Such  a  proced- 
ure eould  by  no  means  be  considered  in  the  light 
of  a  tax,  from  which  it  differed  most  essentially. 
A  tax  irms  unconditional,  imperative,  and  impar- 
Ual ;  the  duty  proposed,  as  had  been  renuneifj 
was  penal,  contingent,  and  operated  as  a  punish- 
ment upon  the  banks.  Mr.  H.  denied  that  any 
such  power  could  be  derived  from  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  which  no  such  right  existed.  It  would 
also  be  a  violation  of  contract  with  those  institu- 
tions, many  of  which  had  paid  Urge  sums  of 
money  for  their  charters;  aod  was  it  for  aojf 
power  to  alter  or  infringe  the  coodtiions  of  tl^ose 
charters?  Mr.  H.  believed  the  proposed  meas- 
ure so  unwarrantable,  so  obviously  wrong,  he 
thought  the  House  could  not  hesitate  in  r^ecttng 
it,  and  trusted  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Qkobvehor  replied  to  Mr.  Hopkihsoi^. 
He  had  not  ope  doubt  of  the  right  of  Congress  lo 
exercise  this  power.  Not  a  principle,  he  salc^ 
existed  in  this  bill  which  had  not  been  invplve^ 
in  every  Etamp  act  ever  passed  by  the  Qovent- 
meot.  Mr.  Q.  argued  at  some  length,  and  de- 
clared th^t  not  a  doubt  existed  in  his  mind  as  to 
the  right.  The  justice  and  expediency  of  th^ 
clause,  he  said,  was  another  question.  Tbe  ob- 
ject in  view  was  to  enforce,  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble, the  resumption  of  specie  psymenu.  Now, 
Mr.  0.  said,  he  was  willing  to  refrain  from  va 
measure  of  a  strong  character  for  the  presetfT; 
he  was  willtDg  to  give  am^Ie  time  qnd  oppcu^- 
nity  for  the  banks,  by  their  own  operations,  to 
heal  the  disorder.   lie  would  now  take  the 

it  stood,  although  he  considered  it  as  a  mc^- 
ure  of  little  efficacy  or  consequence.  Mr.  0- 
said,  he  had  great  hopes  that  the  ImoIu,  by  pru- 
dent measures,  by  selling  their  Gprernmeotstpdk 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  thus  diinihishiog  their 
paper  and  increasing  their  specie,  wonia  nul^ 
such  progress  towards  a  state  of  health  as  ti)  ren- 
der any  further  proceedion  unnec<»VM'r'  ^ 
however^  the  contrary  should  Happfea;  if  fni^ 
any  motives  no  proper  efforts  should  be  made  to 
remedy  the  present  disordered  state  of  their  jp»> 
per,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it'woolOe 
tbe  duty  of  Congress  to  resort  to  all  strong  aail 
effective  measures  within  their  power,  to  com^ 
the  banks  to  perform  their  duty  to  their  eoootry 
and  to  their  fellow-citizens,  fie  was,  howibT^r 
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«s  be  before  said,  for  waitiog;  for  giring  the 
baoks  full  time ;  and  therefore  hoped  Mt.Sbabpb 
WflvU  Dot  press  hit  motion  to  a  deciaioD,  but 
aliow  the  bill  to  paN  io  iis  present  shape. 
.  Mr.  Clay  said  a  few  words  on  the  same  side, 
fle  Wo  sterse  to  so  rigorous  ao  aot  at  present  j 
ht  wSAed  first  10  adopt  softer  measopes  and  see 
whether  the  banks  would  resame  the  payment  of 
irWele.  f  f  they  did  not,  Mr.  C.  pleii%ed  fahitself 
Yo  go  With  gntlemen  1i«mft«r  in  anyinetourea 
ib'tdttce  the  banisfato  their  daty.  He  hoped, 
hoVever,  Itis  frieiid  (Mr.  SAarpe)  would  hot,  ai 
U&  tT^e,  urge  bis  ni<Aion. 

llr.  TtfAliPE,  aft«r  obserrSti^tKBt  tlibngh  atl  hU 
friends  iseeined  to  regatd  his  tootion  faTorably,  in 
pViociple,  yet  appearing  to  tbhik  {t  improper  at 

£ resent,  he  would  not  now  press  it  without  their 
Bppori,  and  accordingly  withdrew  IL 
.  ,  After  an  ioelfectaal  attempt  by  Mr.  GoLbaBOR- 
Haw  to  carry  an  amendment— 
.  Mr.  Ward,  of  Massacbasetts,  moved  to  carry 
ifaa  'lM;t  into  tfperation  on  the  1st  of  May  next, 
msthad  at  the  31st  DecemW.-^Negatirnl  by  a 
litirge  nmority. 

Mr.  Wabo  moved,  also,  aa  affteodmeolt  pro* 
TidiBf  a  gtadvaied  scale  of  ralne,  by  which  the 
notes  of  certkin  baAks  shotdd  be  received  in  pay- 
nmt;  wfaii^h  motion  was  also  negatited. 

TbeOomnittee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
HMfbodi  hmendmbat;  when  Mr.  WaaaTER  vvg- 
'M^bstimr  an  amendment  wbiefa  he  daem^d  neees- 
Ary.'Bot  tibt  bfcTNtg  prepared  it,  add  the  hour 
bMtf|;  late,  a  tAdflou  %as  made  to  ai^otmi,  a^d 
'cbmed. 

Tbcrbdat,  April  18. 

Ttte  Speavbr  presented  a  petition  of  the  mes- 
•angers  attached  to  the  several  offices  in  the 
pariihents  of 'iStaie,  Treashry,  War,  and  Navy, 
and  the  oflEioe  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commis- 
aioaera,  respectively  prayias  an  increase  of  com- 
pepsatioo. — Laid  on  the  uble. 

The  SpGAKBb  laid  before  the  Hotise  a  letter 
from  WiLMAH  PiMEMBT,  rcsigniAg  bis  aeat  as  a 
miember  of  ibis  House  from  the  State  of  Mary- 
Miid^  havitig  accepted  the  appoiolment  of  Min- 
Tsler  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stattk  at  aba 
Court  of  St.  Petersburg,  in  ftussia. 

"Mr.  Loa^NDGa,  from  the  Committee  of  Wajrs 
!lhd  MeapSi  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Qtforge 
y.  Ross,  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the  officers  an^ 
men  lately  aoder  ibeir  command :  which  Wiic 
'read. twice,  and  committed  to  the  Comtniltee 
.ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
GeletoD  aod  Peter  A.  Scheock. 

Mr.  LowiiDEB  also  re^Ytfed  a  bill  'to  allow 
arawback  of  doties  on  spirits  distilled  and  sugar 
refibed  ^'ithln  the  United  States;  which  wh^ 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
ibe  Whole  oo  tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Wbys  and  Meatu  upon  (he  subject  of  revenue,  i 

Mr.  T&ckER.  from  iha  Committee  on  the  Dts- 
^ict  of  Collirtibia,  Teported  a  bill  to  enable  the 
TevY  eoUYt  'of  'the  eddntjr  of 'Alotiadria  to  Uy  a 
tu  fur  the  pnrposa  of  defraying  lhe''«jpBitn'bf 


erecting  a  jail  and  coari-hoose;  which  ivtks  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read'a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  RoBEBTsoN,  from  the  Committee  oo  tbe 
Public  Laods,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  had 
district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  norlb  of  tbe 
district  of  Kaskaskia ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 
Engrossed  bills  of  tbe  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Coffio,  Sambel 
and  William  Rodman,  and  Samuel  Rodman^jB.; 

An  act  proridiDg  for  cases  of  lost  military  land 
warta'nts,  and  discharges  for  ftithfiil  serriv*; 
were  severally  tead  the  third  tinie,  aftd  ptawd.: 

The  bill  from  the  8<fotte  '*eoBeennsg  'field 
officers  of  the  ttiHtia,'' was  r^ad  the  third  Yinie} 
and  jpassed. 

The  House  proceeded  10  consider  tbe  biff  to 
authorize  the  stirvey  of  two  millions  of  acres  of 
the  pabltc  lauds,  in  lieu  of  that  quantity  hereto- 
fore authorized  to  be  surveyed  io  the  Territory 
of  Mtchitnn,  as  military  boDDly  land  j  and  fbe 
said  bill  beiog  further  amended,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  aod  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Aq  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  to  establish 
a  land  office  in  tbe  llltnots  Territory,  north  of 
tbe  district  of  Kaskaskia,"  was  read  tha  tM»d 
time,  aad  passed. 

Tbe  bill  providtDg  an  adtfitiotial  ^omipensatibn, 
fit  ektra  snvieeB,  to  the  iwdgp  of  the  Soatbbvn 
District  of  tbe  State  of  New  York,  paased  ihrovgh 
a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  and  was  ordered  lo 
a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  cOoeemlDg  (he  ebfry 
of  vesseti  at  the  port  of  Middletowo,  and  the 
bill  eoncernifag  pre-emption  rights  in  Louisiana, 
Missouri,  and  Illinois,  severally  passed  ibrdubh 
Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  the  committee  5n 
tbe  former  obtaiaed  leave  to  sit  again.  The  let- 
ter bill  was  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  went  ioto  a  C^nmiliee  of  'ilie 
Whole  on  the  bill  cp  provMe  a  syatem  of  dbfiga- 
tioo  for  the  ITniied  States. 

Tbe  bill  baviog  been  read  through,  and  no 
ameudment  being  offered,  tbe  Committee  rose, 
aad  reported  it  'without  tniendiiirot ;  wb«D 

^r.FoiiBTTB  iutihiatin^tbatlie  wished  to  V- 
fer  some  amendments  which  the  latAe^s  bf 'Uie 
'bdur  did  not  this  day  pei'Att,  moVed  to  tky  the 
bill  on  the  thble  ohtil  to-tnorfow ;  which  ^hfaa 
agreed  .to.  ,  , 

The  Speakeb  laid  be/bre  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Presid^t  of  the  tJnited  States  enclosing 
a  report  fr«n  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  porsuanee 
of  a  request  of  the  Honse,of  17tb  Pebroary^  lipl, 
ekhibitinc  a  tfcUe  of  tbe  duties  imposed  on  Amari- 
ean  articles  in  the  British  possessions  of  Can^a 
and  Nova  Scotia^  which  letter,  Ac.,  were  ordered 
lo  lie  00  the  table  and  be  printed. 

AkEN]>nS^TS  TO  TflZ  titiNStlTUTIOI^. 

Mr.  PLViBAnTS.  one  of  tbe  RepreMntetivea 
frdtnihe  State  of  Thgiffia,  laid  before  ifae  Hmiae 
ttiefollowiogeomtadblMtrioMj  MiiehTOerflkd, 
-VHttbrdered-toHeoblltettMe: 
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mercmY  of  oongbjbs& 


B.  OP  R.  The  Primteer  Soger.  . 


Th*  Legulstarei  of  CmiaeetiNit  tnd  Kuuchn- 
diiiMtta  hftving  propoied  thfl  fbnowiDg  u  unend- 
m«ntt  to  the  ContUtution  of  the  United  States : 

lit  BcpnMDtatiTee  and  direct  taxes  ihall  be  ap- 

ettiooed  among  the  eeTeral  States,  which  mi^  be 
eladad  within  thii  Uoion,  according  to  their  respect- 
ive number*  of  free  peraons,  including  Uioae  bound  to 
■erve  for  a  torm  of  yean,  and  exdu^g  bidiana  not 
taxed,  and  all  other  persons. 

Sd.  Mo  new  State  ahall  be  admitted  into  the  Union 

Sr  Congreas,  fn  virtue  of  the  power  granted  bj  the 
onatitution,  without  the  conoorreaoa  of  two4hirda 
«f  iboth  Houses. 

3d.  Congreaa  shall  not  hare  power  to  lay  anj  em- 
bargo on  the  bbipB  or  vessela  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  ports  or  harbors  thereof  for  mora  thou  sixtjr  dsys. 

4th.  Congress  shall  not  hive  powers  without  the 
concurrence  of  two-Uurds  of  both  HonaeSt  to  interdict 
^tlie  commercial  intorcourso  between  the  United  Stales 
and  any  foreign  nation*  or  the  dependendea  thereoC 

6lh.  Congress  shall  not  make  or  declare  war,  or 
authorize  acts  of  hostiU^  against  any  foreign  nation, 
without  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  both  Houaes, 
except  anch  acta  of  hostility  in  defence  of  the  Terri* 
lories  of  the  United  States,  when  actually  invaded. 

Sth.  No  penon  who  ^all  hereafter  be  naturaltaed 
diall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  the  Senate  or  House 
at  Representativea  of  the  United  Statea*  nmr  capable 
of  holding  any  dvil  oflke  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

7tb.  The  same  person  ahall  not  be  elected  Preai. 
dent  of  the  United  States  a  aeecmd  tiow;  nor^abaU 
the  President  be  elected  fifom  the  same  Stale  two 
terms  in  snocesmo. 

Reaohed,  By  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Delegates 
of  the  Cominonwealth  of  Virginia,  that  it  is  inaxpe- 
dieot  to  ad(^  the  amendments  aforesaid. 

Buohed,  alto.  That  the  OoTemor  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  aforeaaid 
xesolution  to  each  of  the  Senatora  and  Represente- 
tivea  of  this  SUte  in  Congreaa,  and  to  the  ExecutiTe 
oi  each  Steto  of  the  United  Stetes,  with  a  request 
that  the  same  be  laid  before  their  respectiTe  Legisla- 
tnrea. 

Agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Delegatee,  February 
18,  1816.  WM.  MUNFOfiD,  C.  H.  D. 

February  16, 1816— Agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

THEO.  HANSFORD,  C.  S. 

The  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  haTing  pro- 
peeed  the  following  aa  an  amendment  to  the  Censti- 
of  the  United  Statea : 

That,  for  the  pnrgpae  of  choosing  RepraaentatiTes 
in  tile  Oongrea*  (^the  United  Stelaa,  each  State  ^lall, 
by  ito  Legialature,  be  divided  into  •  number  of  die- 
bricte  equal  to  the  number  of  Repreaentativea  to  which 
each  SUte  may  be  entitled. 

Those  districts  shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  terri- 
tory, and  contain,  aa  nearly  as  may  b«,  an  equal  nam* 
bar  of  inhabitants  entitled  by  the  Constitution  to  be 
r^reaented.  In  eadi  district  Uie  qualified  votora  ahall 
•Met  one  BepreaenlatiT^  and  no  more. 

That,  for  the  purpoee  of  appointing  Electeia  of  Prea- 
fdent  and  Vice  Presidettt  of  the  United  Stetes,  each 
Stete  shall,  by  ite  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  num- 
ber of  districto  equal  to  the  number  of  Electors  to  which 
aadi  Stete  may  be  entitled.  Those  diatriota  shall  be 
compoaed  of  eontignoua  tenitoiy,  and  contain,  aa 
Muiy  aa  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  inbabitents  en- 
iUM  bgr  the  Cwietitntioa  to  repuMPlatioa.  la  eidi 
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diatiict  the  persone  qualified  to  vote  tst  Bepruienta 
tivea  ahall  appoint  one  Bleetor,  and  no  naim.  Ihe 
Electora,  when  convened,  dull  have  power,  in  eaaa 
any  of  those  appointed  as  above  pieaenbed,  ehall  ta 
to  attend,  for  the  purpoaee  of  tiwtr  aaid  appotntmoat, 
on  the  day  presmribed  for  giving  their  votea  fiir  Pwsi. 
dent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  to  ap- 
point another,  or  others,  to  aet  fa  the  |^ae*  «f  hfaa  «i 
tfa«n  ao  foiling  to  attend. 

NeUher  the  districto  for  chooaing  BepraaeBlaUiiM^ 
nor  tlwae  appointing  Electora,  diall  be  uI«n1  ia  ma^ 
Stoto,  until  a  cenaua,  and  q^rtionment  vi  B^*^  I 
aentatives  under  it,  made  snbeequent  to  the  diviaaa  of  ' 
the  Steto  into  districts,  shall  duage  the  number  of 
Representetives  and  Electors  to  which  audi  Stete  may 
be  entitied.  The  division  of  Sutea  into  diatricto  hsn- 
by  provided  for  shall  take  place  immediately  after  thii 
amendment  sball  be  adopted  and  ratified  aa  part  of  the 
Conatitntion  of  the  United  Stetes,  and  stirraaalTB|| 
attervratda,  whenever,  ti^  a  census,  and  appoitioBBaat 
of  Representetives  under  it,  the  number  of  Bepraeeat- 
atives  and  of  Electors  to  which  any  Steto  maj  be  ea> 
titled  ahdl  be  changed.  The  division  <^  each  State 
into  districts  for  the  purpoaee  both  of  choosing  Bepc»> 
aenUtivea  and  ttf  appointing  Electors  shaft  be  altend 
agreeably  to  the  proviaiona  tUa  amenJaMt,  ■ad'Ma 
no  other  occasion. 

Bmohed,  by  the  General  Aaaambly  of  Virginia,  tkat 
it  ia  expedient  to  adopt  the  aaid  aroendoMBt. 

Retohed,  oAo,  That  the  Oeaeraor  bs»  and  he  Is 
hereby,  requested  to  fonraid  to  Oe  Eseeotivs  of  ea^ 
of  the  Stetea  in  the  Unim,  and  to  each  of  oar  fTsaa 
tore  and  Representetives  in  Coagieaa,  a  co|7  of  tlw 
above  prean^le  and  reaolntii»;  and  that  oni  said 
Repreaentativea  be  requeated  to  use  auch  meana  aa  to 
them  may  seem  expedient  to  cause  the  amendmettt 
aforesaid  to  be  proposed  by  Congreaa  to  the  Lagiila- 
turea  of  the  several  Stetes  in  Vm  Union  for  their 
adwtion. 

Wthnvj  SO,  1S16— -Afaaed  to  bj  botii  Uoaaee  of 
tlie  General  Aaaemblr. 

WM.  MUNPOBD,  C.  H.  D,  I 

PRIVATEER  ROGER. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  allow  the  pttTateet  Ao£«r 
the  bounty  for  certain  British  pruooers,  was  nm 
the  third  lime. 

Some  debate  again  ensued  on  the  propriety  of 
awarding  this  boaniy.  Messrs.  Gaston,  Ltoh, 
and  Cadt,  opposed  the  bill,  mainly  on  ihegroand, 
tBat  all  prisoners  were,  and  of  right  ought  to  be, 
free  from  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  agreeably 
to  the  terms  thereof,  aod  the  usagea  of  oatioas: 
that  the  ptisooers  were  not  deaired  by  the  Daited 
Statea  after  the  war  had  terminated ;  and  tlut 
there  was  in  law  or  equity  no  title  to  tbe  boantjr 
on  the  part  of  the  claimaota,  dke.  The  ckim  of 
the  captors  was  advocated  by  Meaaia.  SBarnir, 
Nblboh,  and  Wbiobt,  who  rested  their  sopport 
on  tbe  stipulations  of  tbe  treaty,  aod  our  own 
law  encouraging  the  capture  of  eoemy  seanaai, 
by  offering  a  bounty  therefor ;  arguing,  from  ifae 
condemnation  of  tbe  vessel,  &c,  that  the  captOM 
was  legal,  and  that  the  prisoners  were  as  good 
pfize  as  the  vessel  itself,  which  has  been  awarUed 
to  tbe  captors.  Tbe  debate  took  a  wideacope^ 
embracing  poiots  of  the  law  of  nationa,  the  law 
of  prize,  «o. 
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The  qaestioQ  oo  tbe  passage  of  th«  bill  was 
decided  in  tbe  affirmative — yeai  63,  nays  SS,  as 
foUmn: 

Tbas— Menn.  Adgate,  Arcfaer,  Bavett,  Batonan, 
Betto,  Bon,  Bnmka,  C«ldw«U,  CalhoHn,  Cbipmaa, 
CloptoDt  CoDoer,  Cnwlbrd,  CrocheroD,  UarlingtoD, 
Forney,  Fon^th,  Griffin,  Halm,  Hager,  Hungerford, 
JohnwD  of  Virgiois,  Johown  of  Kenlnckj,  Kerr  of 
Vii^inu,  Love,  MacUy,  Mwon,  Maynmt,  McCoy, 
McI^ean  of  Kentucky,  Moore,  Murfroe,  Neleoo  of 
Virgiaia*  Newton,  Ormsl^,  Fiper,  PlesMOti,  Rey^ 
noldi,  Roanet  Boberteoa,  Root,  Savage,  Sdwnu, 
tHkarpe,  8befli»y,  South  of  Maiyknd,  Smith  of  Vir- 
«dU,  Southard,  Tanl,  Tellkir,  Townsend,  Wallace, 
Webeter.  Wendorer,  WUde,  Wilkin.  WUliame,  Wit- 
loDghby.  Thomaa  Wibon,  William  WilwQ,  Wood- 
ward, Wright,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Meaara.  Atherton,  Barbour,  Bayliea,  Ben- 
nett, BirdMil,  Bradbiny,  Breekenridge,  Brown,  Cadj, 
Chaimell,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton. 
.Oleaiauiin,  CtUpeper,  Cothbert,  DavMipMt,  Iliedia, 
Sdwarda,  Oaaton,  Goldaboiotif  h,  OroareDor,  Heialer, 
Henderaon,  Herbert,  Ingham,  Irwin  of  PennaylTania, 
Jewett,  KeoW  Langdon,  Lorett,  Lampkin,Lyle,Lyon, 
Marab,  Milnor,  Nelxm  of  MaauchnaelU,  Ferris,  rick- 
eoa,  l^ekeriog,  Rugglee,  Stearns,  Strong,  Stnrgee, 
Tate^Tncker,  Ward  of  MaaBaehoaetts,  Ward  of  New 
ToA,  WheatOQ,  Whitesule,  Wilcox,  and  Yancey. 
SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

Tbe  uafinisbed  business  of  yesterday,  the  bill 
providing  for  colleeiing  tbe  debts  due  to  ifae  Uni- 
ted Stales  in  (be  lawful  money  of  tbe  conntty, 
beiag  called  by  tbe  Speaker, 

Mr.  Calboom  stated  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
•everal  gentlemen  that  the  bill  should  be  laid  en 
the  table  antU  to-niorrowi  it  being  in  eoDtempla- 
tioa  to  offer  a  section  to  anthorize  saeh  an  issue 
of  Treasary  notes  as  would  supply  tbe  deficiency 
of  tbe  eirculatiog  mediam  which  might  be  pro- 
doced  by  the  banks  calling  in  their  notes,  and 
providing  a  relief  for  the  commi^nity  under  the 
pressure  which  would  eonseouently  ensue.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  lay  the  bill,  for  the  preaeat, 
on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
CAPITOL  SQUARE. 

The  House  then  resolvnl  itself  into  a  Con^ 
aitteeof  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  an  ap- 
propristion  for  graduating,  enclosing,  and  im- 
proving the  Capitol  Square. 

Mr.  TccEES  moved  an  additional  section  to 
the  bill,  providii^;  for  the- appointment  of  one 
Commissioner  of  tbe  Public  Buildings,  instead  of 
tbe  three  now  in  commission,  and  repealing  the 
authority  under  which  they  were  apporafed  i  and 
Testing  tn-bim  the  application  of  the  present  ap- 
propriation, the  snperintendence  of  tbe  improve- 
ments of  tbe  square,  dbc,  with  a  salary  of  8^000 
per  annum. 

Af^er  considerable  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Nfii<- 
BOK  opposed  the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Tdckbr, 
Clay,  Webstbb,  and  Pickbhing  advocated  it, 
the  ameodmeat  was  adopted. 

Mr.  iMQaAM  moved  to  postpone  tbe  operation 
of  tbe  bill  10  the  1st  qf  June,  which  was  aeg^a- 
.tlved }  and  Mr.  TocKUft  proposed  to  increase  the 
'.aompeosttion  of  tbe  CommiutODer  to  9^^800 
wbieti  was  alio  ncgattTed. 
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Mr.  VTiLDB  moved  to  incorporate  a  provision 
in  the  bill  to  anthorize  the  Pnaident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  10  cause  to  be  sold  certain  Iota,  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  within  tbe  Citr; 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  constitute  a  fund,  the 
interest  of  which  to  go  to  the  sopporC  of  «  Na- 
tional University;  which  motion  hesQpported  at 
some  length,  urging  tbe  propriety  of  such  pol- 
icy as  tended  to  foster  and  benefit  the  City,  and 
censuring  that  hostile  spirit,  which,  after  Con- 
gress had  determined  to  make  it  the  permanent 
Seat  of  the  Qovernment,  yet  withheld  any  aid 
in  its  improvement,  and  left  it  to  langaish  in  a 
state  which  made  it  odious  to  those  who  were 
brought  here  on  the  public  business,  Ac. 

Mr.  Webstbb  suggested  the  impropriety  of 
connecting  tbe  proposition  with  the  present  bill, 
which  it  might  endanger  without  being  itself  stie- 
cessful,  d&o.;  after  which  Mr.  Wildb  withdrew  bis 
motion. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  UU 
and  amendments  to  the  House ;  and  tbe  latier 
were  further  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  TiroEaB, 
by  inserting  a  clause  to  prdiibit  the  Commiasioa- 
er,  while  serving  as  such,  from  holding  or  exer- 
cising any  other  office. 

Mr.  Xdckbb  then  renewed  his  motion  to  in- 
crease the  compensation  of  the  Commissioner, 
but  without  success. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee,  as  amend- 
ed, were  concurred  in  by  tbe  House,  and  the 
(juestion  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  read- 
ing; when 

Mr.  Wriqbt  moved  tosti'ihe  outao  mueh  of 
the  first  section  as  provided  the  appropriation  for 
Improving  the  Capitol  Sqnare. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  WbbstbBi 
and  Mr.  Wbiobt  replied,  and  asked  for  tbe  yena 
and  nays  on  the  question,  which  were  refused  hr 
the  House;  after  which  the  motion  was  reiacted. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  Migroaaed  for  a 
third  reading  lonnorrow. 

After  refusing  to  take  up  one  or  two  bills  whieh 
were  called  np>  the  Hooae  adjonraed. 


Fbidat,  April  19. 

Mr.  Wabo,  of  Massachusetts,  presanted  a  peti- 
tion of  the  Trustees  of  Phillips's  Academy,  in  Ao- 
dover,iD  the  Sute  of  Maseacbusetts,  prayins;  that 
the  duties  imposed  oo  several  ioroices  of  books 
imported  for  the  tiae  of  the  said  Academy  may 
be  remitted,  and  that  tbey  may  be  permitted  to 
import  other  books  free  of  duty.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  aod  Means. 

Mr.  Wilkin,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Foreiga 
Afiirs,  reported  a  bill  making  approprtatioos  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
Slates  and  the  Cherokee  nation  of  ladians,  con- 
cluded at  Washington  on  the  23d  day  of  Mareh, 
1816;  which  was  read  twice,  aod  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Oo  Dioiion  of  Mr.  Robbbtsoh, 

Betotved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  inquire 
into  tbe  cxpedieoey  of  antliorixing  the  Pcasideot 
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or  the  UsiKd  BttiM  to  iaow  to  be  prfBted  

fi6pin  of  tke  bode  onthled  "Ltin,  Treetles,  and 
otDft  DoettUeots,  hftving  Operation  and  re^Kci  to 
Ae  Pvblie  tAnds,  colleeteA  and  aitingrcd  ponu- 
atit  toaa  act  of  Coa^en, passed  April  27, 1810." 

Tb«  HoQM  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  OR  the  report  of  the  Gomnittee  of  Blec- 
tiODt,  in  the  ease  of  the  election  of  Wm.  MeCoy, 
a  meinber  fVom  Vitviota,  whose  temt  is  oootested 
by  Robert  Porterfield.  The  Commitiee  of  the 
wMe  oODQUrred  jo  the  report  of  the  Goinoiittee 
of  Blectiouv,  that  Mr.  MeCof  is  eoiltled  to  bis 
scat:  Bffd  the  House  agreed  ra  the  eencarrenee. 
00  that  the  riniag  taember  is  eouSnned  in  his 
seat  as  a  RepreientatiTe  fVom  the  CoaimdttirvaUh 
of  ViWfim. 

Mmtl,  That  fbe  Cotkimiiuc  of  the  Whole 
Iw  dlaetiargvd  from  a  farther  cdnhidentfoQ  of  the 
npan  of  th«  Oommitteo  of  ClaiiDi  oa  the  peti- 
tion of  Zaebaritb  Schoontnaker,  and  that  tt  lie 
OB  the  table. 

Ao  eagvossed  btl)  'making  fta  appropriatioa  for 
WKdobiog  and  imprortBg  the  poUic  rt^oare  near 
the  OvpRol,  whs  read  the  third  thne,  and  passed. 

Onkred,  That  the  ti^  be  '*Aq  act  ntakittgaa 
appropriation  for  enclosing  and  iuproTing  the 
poolie  aqvaft  near  the  Gapitol,'aad  to  nbolfaA  the 
offleeof  OommittiOQers  of  the  PaMie  Buildings, 
and  of  SuperiQieodent,  and  for  the  appoiatnient 
of  Me  Oonmissioaer  for  the  Public  Boildiogs." 

Bogrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  (o  «it: 

Ad  act  to  aathorize  the  sarrey  of  two  milHoos 
of  acres  of  the  pablie  laodi,  in  liea  of  that  qaao- 
liiy  heretofore  amhorized  to  be  tturreyed  in  the 
Tarritorf  of  Michigan,  as  miUtarf  boonty  land ; 

Ao  act  proTidiog  an  additional  eompeasfefion 
to  thb  d!stfiet  jadge  of  Ike  eeuthera  flittriiit  of 

An  act  to  i!DaUe  the  htvf  Oourt  of  (he  eoaoty 
of  Aiexaadria  to  laf  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
IMyiag  the  expenn  of  «r«etiog  «  ;^il  and  etfdrt-- 
honse;  were  sererally  teftd  the  thfrd  tiftie,  Bad' 
pHUied. 

The  bill  toakfftg  an  app)ro)fftfetlOD  for  repsirihg 
the  road  from  Duck  river,  in  the  State  of  Teo- 
nessee,  to  MadisoDTille,  in  the  Mississippi  Terrl" 
tory,  and  between  Fdrt  Rawkhis,  in  the  Stale  of- 
Gteo^a,  «nd  Foit  Stoddart,  pasaed  Ihroagh  a 
Obmimiitea  of  this  Wbtrfe,  aad  was  ordered  to  be^ 
durosHd  for  a  third  teadiog. 

Tko  following  bills  paiaad  throtigh  Obtnmit-  ■ 
■Ceesof  tha  Wholt,  and  wen  otdared  to  be  en- 
gtoeied.  anditad  a  third  lima  to*merraw: 

The  Un -tbproprihtlag  the  hum  of-fa^  for 
the  purpose  tWem  meotioaed.  [Thia  money  is- 
to  M  distributed  as  -prize  money  io  Captain  G.< 
Stewart,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United 
States  schooner  Syren,  being  the  appraised  value 
of  a  Tessel  captnrra  by  the  said  vessel  for  a  breach 
.  of  blockade  bf  Tripoli,  during  the  war  with 
■  that  nation  in  1604.] 

A  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sdm  of 
money  to  John  Rogers,  and  others.  [This  mooey, 
^9300}  >o  be  given  to  these  persons,  of  Conftecti- 
em,  for  their  gallantry  hnd  good  conduct  in  cap- 
totmg  a  aahlahlpman  and  iwoteameit'of  thefiiil- 


ish  nary,  and  as  oorapensation  for  the  vriiie  of 
said  prisoners  to  the  Uaf  ted  Slates.] 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  8»aa  of 
aoe«y  lo  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others.  [This 
HiOBey,  9I,B00, 10  be  gl'reti  to  Sw«tan  aad  4ts  bs- 
so^iaies,  in  the  same  tt/ims  as  the  above,  lot  ^ 
capmre  of  a  lieutevant,  a  mfdsfaipmao.  Bud  s 
dumber  of  seatn^  and  marines.]  This  viU  wu 
also  amended,  bo  as  to  indade  the  case  of  JiAn 
Wcodtrai'd  Atad  Matbefr  QBy.for  a  cantare  kbade 
in  the  waters  of  St.  Uary^s  ca>Qtnty,  MaiylaBd. 

The  btll  for  the  rcTief  ot^oseidi  B.  NewcIL  ^A 
land  case.] 

The  Hoose,  on  motion  -of  Mr.  Oahmchi,  took 
up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  report  of  a 
committee  unfavorable  tothepetitioB  of  tlie  ben 
of  Abailom  Tatom;  but,  ob  tae  sBUiHiinii  of  Mr. 
Ct.JiT,  the  CommiltCB  roke^ttd  diMDlMBd  Ae  nb- 
j«3t,  tfn  4he  grOttddtHatit  Wa*  UmKbs  to  oBMiMbr 
a  vBbjeet  like  this.  hMBOSe.  cfaa  if  the  f«p«R#hs 
rtvehed.  a  tnl)  «n  the  artjwt  c««ld  vol  pBiBlMy 
be  fioaHy  acted  on  tiie«re«eiicae«iilon. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Tbt;i<Bti,  <be  OotfhiitleB  fof 
the  WlK^  -iras  dBKhKTged  fk'Om  the  fnlibet  ton- 
jiidttrnioti  of  thetfntoincmipdrateHKColaaAiftn 
fnsuranee  Ootnpsny  of  AlttaodHa;  and  Mr.^. 
th«n  moyed  that  the  bill  be  engrossed,  aad  rvad  a 
third  time  to-mof¥OW.  Oa  tnettoo  of  Mr.  Wbb- 
BTBB,  the  bfU  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

The  following  bills  aext  passed  imder  eonsMvr- 
ation,  and  were  ordered  to  oeeBgnMed  for  «  Ahd 
reading  to-morrow: 

A  bm  autbortzing  the  fomatlM-oT  h  code  of 
jurisprodeoee  for  the  District  ofColambia.  TDi- 
reoting  the  fudges  of  the  District  of  Colombw  to 
form  and  report  lo  Ooogress^  for  ihetr  ndoptloo  or 
modlBoBtloD,  'Ae.,  a  eode  or  jBrisprtideBee,  both 
eivil  aad  cmBAoal ;  BBd  -iMotviog  to  the  Jadge& 
for  this  service,  a  OompensMion  of  fire  hoirma 
dollats  each.] 

The  bill  eoa<jM'ning  vaccination.  fThfs  Mil 
proposes  to  compel  the  agent  for  vacoinatiini  to 
furnish,  free  of  expense,  to  applieants  by  ibnAI, 
true  and  geoulde  >U*oloe  'UBtUr,  with  tostme- 
tions  for  osiagthe  samb]  Much  discussion  took 
plaee  as  to  the  aaaooat  of  amoal  eoaipt— a- 
tioa  to  the  ^eot  who  'now  m,  oi  bora^er  may 
be  appointed.  It  was  ukimatefy,  oa  utotioB  « 
Mr.  PLSABairra,  0xed  at  91,500. 

Mr.  Hoaaa  made  an  tmsuccessfBl  motaoa  to 
feUapend  the  iatei^eoing  orders,  and  taka^  the 
resolotioB  re^aeiiBg  tha  remuHw  of  GeHMl 

WaMIRffPffM. 

Mr.  JoflMBoit,  of  Kentaeky.  after  a  few  prefa- 
tory^'remarks,  moV«d  the  fdlowing  resolotioma, 
which  were  saecessively  agreed  to: 
JtosJaerf,  That  (he  SMMta^  of  War  Iw  requMiasd 
'  to  report  to  die  Honss/at  an  early  d^  of  flie  noass^ 
don  of  Congress,  ■  qratam  for  die  organiaalwtt  Jbi 
disdpUne  of  theMttitb,  best  cdoiriated,iii  hiaapMaa, 
to  pnMDOta  the  effideney  of  that  fcrce  when  cattBdiUa 
the_pablio  serrioe. 

JtetafcedL  That  the  Seoietaiy  of  War  be  rsfasaiBd 
to  report,  if  Iheie  baany,  aad  if  any,  what,  ■idMla* 
lion  or  Blteratiott  is  neosssary  in  rektioa  to  theviftMB 
biaashesof  the  War  Dapi>BBaiil»  fa  tha  fciihfcl  saa- 


Digitized  by 


1409 


HISTOBY  OF  GONOBESS. 


1410 


Mtum  of  their  datiM;  and  to  H^fOrt  tn^  plan  which, 
in  bis  opinion,  will  promote  the  public  iotemt  and 
despatch  of  bnaineaa,  b^  re^XMittbilit^  of  officers,  and 
•oonom;  in  the  execution  of  the  ranotu  dntiea  of  the 
War  Department. 

The  bill  concerning  pre-empiion  rights  to  lands 
in  Louisiant,  Missouri,  and  llliDois;  the  bill  to 
authof ize  the  survef  iag  and  makiog  a  road  in  (be 
Territorjr  of  Illiaois ;  aad  tbe  bill  aUowiog  pay 
to  persons  nude  prboaers  with  the  reTeniie  cut- 
tar  Sorveyor;  sererallr  passed  through  Commit- 
tees  of  tbe  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  to  organize,  class,  and  arm  the  militia, 
&c.,  and  the  bill  supptemealal  to  the  act  for  the 
final  adjastment  of  laod  titles  in  Loaisiaoa,  were 
poatpeaed  iodefiaitely. 

PORTS  OP  ENTRY. 
The  bill  from  the  Seoate,  to  proTide  for  the 
entry  of  vessels  at  tbe  port  of  Middletowo,  Con- 
oeeitcot,  was  ukeo  ap  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  NawTOH  suggested  the  propriety  of  letting 
this  bill  lake  the  same  coarse  as  similar  proposi- 
tions brought  before  the  House  at  this  session ;  all 
of  which,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  had  been 
referred  to  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  to  make 
a  general  report  thereon  at  the  next  session. 

Mr.  MosBi.eT  replied  to  Mr.  Newton,  and  sub- 
mitted some  reasons  in  farur  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clabkb,  of  North  Carolina,  mored  to  in- 
clode  in  tbe  bill  the  port  of  Plymouth,  in  North 
Carolina;  the  petition  from  which  place  had  been 
referred,  with  others,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  mentioned  by  Mr.  Nbwtoh.  Mr. 
C.  briefly  supported  his  motion,  in  which  he  spoke 
against  legislating  partially  on  UiUsotrjeet;  after 
which  the  amendment  was  agreed  to  without 
objection. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  at 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

LICENSES— FAT  OF  MINISTERS. 

The  House  went  Into  a  Conmlitce  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  lieenset 
to  retailers  of  apiriis,  foreign  nierehandise,  Ac. 

Mr.  PioKBiia  moved  that  the  biU  be  amended, 
by  inserting  a  proviso,  that  no  reuiler  of  im- 
ported salt,  whose  stock  docs  not  exceed  one 
aandrad  dollars,  shall  be  compelled  to  uke  out 
liemse. 

Tbe  motion  was  sopportcd  by  the  mover  and 
by  Mr.  Willumb,  and  agreed  to;  after  which, 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  to  increase  the 
eompensation  of  our  Ministers  resident  at  the 
Courts  uf  London,  Paris,  and  St.  Petersburg,  to 
the  sum  of  $13,000,  ioslead  of  the  present  allow- 
ance of  $9,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  BoBaaraoif  moved  to  reduce  the  sum  in 
the  bill  to  $9^000,  so  as  to  leave  the  salary  at  its 
preaeol  ameont.  Mr.  R.  supported  his  nunion  by 
a  naoabn  of  remarks,  to  show  that  the  prcseai 
•alnryy  with  the  outfit,  was  sufficient  to  maintain 
oar  Miniatera  at  any  of  the  Buropeu  Cowl^ da 
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a  style  consistent  with  their  comfort,  respectabil- 
ity, and  dignity.  Th^  aiotjon  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  Lowndbb,  Oaoa- 
TENOR,  Wriqut  and  Pickcrino,  who  maintained 
tbe  reverse  of  Mr.  Robbrtbon's  opioionsj  and 
argued  that  the  present  salary  wa^  entirely  inad- 
equate to  sopport  our  Ministers  abroad,  panieu- 
larly  at  the  courts  named,  in  a  manner  suitable 
to  the  Representatives  of  ihe  naiioo,  or  in  such  a 
style  as  was  common  and  necessary  in  Europe  to 
their  respectalulity  j  and  that  it  was  neerssary  to 
allow  an  adeqaale  ci'mpensalioo,  to  induce  men 
of  talents  to  leave  their  professions  at  home  to  go 
abroad  in  the  public  service,  dbe.  Both  sides 
the  qaestioo 'were  argued  at  considerable  length, 
and  a  variety  of  facts  and  illustrations  introdueed 
in  support  of  the  opinions  urged. 

The  question  was  finally  decided  against  Mr. 
Robbbtboh'8  motion  ;  after  which  the  Commit- 
tee rose^  and  reported  their  amendment  to  the 
bill  first  considered,  which  was  concurred  in,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  second  bill  being  reported  without  amend- 
ment, I  be  question  on  engrossing  it  was  stated; 
hot  before  it  was  put,  a  motion  to  adjourn  pre- 
vailed. 


MoMDAT,  April  22. 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Maoafte- 
tares  were  discharged  from  a  farther  eoasidera- 
lionofthe  bill  from  the  Senate, ''establishing  a 
port  of  delivery  at  the  town  of  Bayou  St.  John,*' 
and  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  mid  a  tbird  time^ 

Mr.  Cbappbli.,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  tbe  heirs  of  George 
Nehinger,  deceased,"  reported  the  same  with 
amendments;  which  were  read,  and,  tc^ether 
with  tbe  said  amendments  of  tbe  Senate  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  day. 

Mr.  RoaaaTBON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  nroviding  for  re- 
printing the  Mlketion  of  tend  laws ;  which  waa 
read  twtee,  and  committed  toe  Committee  of  the 
WhoU. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  HosM 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  tbe  bill  **  to  regalate 
tbe  duties  en  impwts  and  loon^e."  with  amend- 
meats,  in  which  ihey  uk  the  eonenrrenee  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  PLBA8A1IT8,  from  tbe  Naval  Commitie^ 
reported  a  bill  to  fix  tbe  Peace  Bsiablishment  of 
the  Marine  Corps  [redaetag  it  to  one  thoasand 
noB-commissioned  officers  and  privaleaj]  wfaieh 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  IhII  "for  organ- 
izing the  General  Staff,  and  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  Army  of  tbe  United  Sutea,**  with 
amendmenu.  Tbe  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  **  to 
ioerease  the  eompensatioa  of  the  superinlendenta 
of  ihe  manafaeiories  of  arms  at  Springfield  and 
Harper's  Ferry,"  aqd  a  bill  ''eoaccrniag  tbe  an- 
nual sam  a^iqiriatcd  for  arming  and  equipping 
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tbe  milUU ia  which  anendmeats  mud  bilb  Ihey 
«tk  the  coDcarreoce  of  tbik  Home. 

The  ameBdmeais  proposed  by  ibe  SeDau  to 
-  (be  bill  "  to  regnlaie  the  dQiie*  od  inporu  aod 
toanagi^  were  read,  aa4  nferred  to  the  Coinmii- 
tee  ofWays  and  Means. 

Tbe  aQModmeoi  proposed  hj  the  Senate  to  tbe 
bill  "  for  organizing  tbe  Qeneral  Slafi^  and  mak- 
ing  further  provieion  for  tbe  Army  of  the  United 
8l*t«"  vaa  read,  aod  eoaewred  in  by  the  Houae. 

Mr.  Grobtbiioi,  from  the  leleel  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  tbe  bill  from  Ibe  Senate  "for 
the  benefit  of  tbe  widow  and  children  of  Robert 
FalteBidceeBsed,"  reported  tbe  same,  with  amend- 
Menu  J  whieh  were  read,  and,  teceiber  with  the 
bill,  eomnitted  to  a  Comnittee  of  the  Whole  to> 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senate  "  to  increase  the  com- 
pewatioo  of  the  aaperiatendents  of  tbe  raanufuc- 
tories  of  arms  at  Springfield  and  Harpei*«  Ferry" 
was  read  twice,  aod  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  "coaceroiBg  the  an- 
noal  sam  appropriated  for  arming  and  equipping 
t4w  militia,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Bogrossed  Ulta  of  tbe  foUowing  titles,  to  wit; 

An  aot  making  appropriations  for  repairing 
eeruio  roads  therein  mentimed; 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Joseph  S.  Newell ; 

An  act  approariating  the  sum  of  two  thousaod 
ive  buadrM  dollars  for  the  purpose  therein  men- 
tioned; 

An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
iDoaey  ta  John  Rodgers  and  others; 

An  act  authorizing  tbe  payment  «f  a  turn  of 
ttmey  to  Joseph  Stewart  aod  others ; 

An  act  authorixing  tbe  judges  of  the  eiretrit 
eoort  for  tbe  District  of  Columbia  to  prepare  a 
code  of  jurisprtidence  for  the  said  District; 

An  act  coooerniDg  pre>emption  rights  gireo  in 
the  purchasa  of  lands  to  ccruin  settlers  in  tbe 
State  of  LontsiaBa,  and  in  the  Territoriee  of  Mis- 
aoori  and  IlUoois ; 

An  act  aUowiog  pay  to  eerlaio  persons  made 
piwmeffs  with  Um  roTenoe  cuter  "Surreyor 

An  act  to  authorize  the  surreying  and  markiBg 
a  road  in  the  Territory  of  lUioois ;  and 

Ao  act  for  redoeiog  the  doties  on  liceoses  to 
retailers  of  wines,  si^tooas  liquors,  and  foreign 
Mtrobandise ;  were  sererally  read  tbe  third  time, 
and  pasted. 

^be  bill  from  tbe  Senate  "  eatablishiag  a  port 
of  deUTery  at  the  town  of  Bayou  St.  John,"  was 
read  the  toird  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  "^cooceming  the  en* 
try  of  vessels  at  the  port  of  Middletowo,"  was 
jead  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  *'An  act  concerning 
the  entry  of  resstls  at  tbe  poruof  Middletown 
and  Plymouth." 

The  enflTMsed  bill  respecting  Taeeinatton.  This 
Ull  was  laid  on  the  uUe,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
BooTHAao,;  wboaUled,  in  making  the  motion, 
™' ■member  of  the  eoaimi(tee  which  reported 
noMU^wfaowMat  ptvaentabamtrfon  ladMpon- 


tu»,hadreceiTed  iuoonaat  informatiM  fromtka 
vaccine  ageat,  and  from  oficcrs  of  tka  Ai^ 
uod  Nary ;  and  had  in  cooi>e({ueaee  prepaicd  aame 
amendmanis  which  be  wished  to  nuke  to  ifce.bil 
to  introduce  raceinaiion  into  tbe  ArairaMlKaff ; 
to  give  time  for  this,  Mr.  S.  asked  tbai  ib«  bill 
raigbt  lie  on  tbe  table  a  day  or  two. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Coaimittea  of  tbe  Wbek 
be  dieehai^  from  a  farther  oossidemiioa  of 
bill  to  provide  for  the  widows  aad  otakmrntmi 
Tolnnleers  and  militia  who  have  tiem  nMod  or 
died  of  wounds,  and  from  the  report  of  ika  » 
led  committee  appointed  to  reviso  the  ralea«ai 
orders  of  the  House ;  mod  that  the  said  t»U  aad 
report  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Wbeic 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Oelatos,  Cot 
lector,  and  P.  A.  Sebeack,  NavaJ  Officer  of  the 
port  of  New  York;  to  indemnify  then  #100,000 
damages  recovered  against  them  by  Gould  fioyt, 
aod  others,  for  tbe  seizure  of  a  vessel,  which  mfter- 
wards  proved  to  be  not  authorized  by  law. 

This  bill  also  produced  some  debiie.  It  was 
opjrased  by  Mr.  SaBrPET,  on  the  ground  that  the 
seizure  was  made  without  probable  cause,  other- 
wise damages  would  not  have  been  avrarded  by  tbe 
court;  that  where  an  officer  thus  acts  he  does  so 
on  bis  own  responsibility,  and  ought  sot  to  be  in- 
demnified therefor  by  the  Qorernmeal.  The  bill 
was  advocated  by  Mr.  Lowvnis  at  some  length, 
on  thegrouDd,generalIy,that  tbe  private  property 
of  ao  officer  ought  not  tone  held  responsible  for  acta 
committed  in  the  discha^  of  bis  public  dat|r, 
acting  according  to  bis  best  judgmenu  The  dia- 
cushion  embraced  various  considerations  arising 
out  of  the  trial  uf  the  case  before  thecircuit  court. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  the  bill  for  tiM 
relief  of  George  T.  Ross  and  Com.D.T.  Patterson 
and  tlieir  officers  aod  men,  [granting  them  950/X)0 
a  moiety  of  the  value  of  the  vessel^  Ac.  cap! urwd 
by  them  from  the  pirates  of  Barrataria.] 

The  bills  were  reported  to  tbe  House  wtttaovt 
amendment.  The  former,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
TuoKBB,  was  laid  on  the  table,  aad  the  latter  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Committee  uf  the  Whole  to  whom  waa 
committed  the  report  of  the  Comeaiuee  oa  the 
Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of  Thonras  Gair, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  aod  Karts,  aad 
others,  and  the  lull  to  establish  an  aoiform  mftum 
of  bankruptcy,  were  disciwrged  from  a  fanhat 
con^ideratiun  thereof,  and  the  said  report  and  bilk 
were  pos^ooed  indefinitely. 

DIBEOT  TAX. 

The  House  tO(A  up  for  consideration  tbe  amend* 
ments  made  by  tbe  Senate  to  tbe  bill  frt>m  tbfa 
House,  to  regulate  tbe  assessment  of  the  direct 
tax,  Ac,  one  of  which  was  the  addition  ofasee- 
tion  directing  a  revision  of  the  assejument  iai 
valuation  of  properly  in  the  State  of  Delaware. 
The  amendraeDt,  it  appeared,  was  predieaied  on 
a  petition  of  the  Legislainre  of  that  State,  grow^ 
tn^  oat  of  Ibe  alleged  ioinstice  of  tbe  board  of 
principal  assessors,  who  altered  tbe  valnatioa  ef 
piopoitrmadonttd  reported  bf  the  amiMaDti 
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ton  in  diffemc  CMOti**,  m  M  to.  prtdiKfe  «  ntf 
vne^nt  aod  nnjwt  appDrtiomMnt  tt  (M  diraet 
MM  amonff  tke  eoantln  of  the  State.  The  Gom- 
mtltce  of  Ways  and  HeaM,  to  wbott  tfce  aneod- 
mcBl  bad  beea  reJerred,  revomm«»d«d  a  disagree- 
nent  thereto;  ami  the  qatetioa  was  ott  eoncur- 
ring  with  the  oommtttee.  The  aeae&dment  pro- 
duoed  a  good  deal  of  debate,  itt  whicb  Messrs. 
Clattoh,  WaioiiT,  Saonm.  Waao  of  Messa- 
ehaaettB,  aad  OiLaTDM,  supported,  and  Meswt. 
iiewwDBa  aod  litnaM  oppOMd  the  adtmtioa 
of  the  ameDdment.  By  the  advoalttes  of  the 
Mieodtneat,  it  was  urged  that  the  oo«daet  of  the 
board  of  asseesors  was  partial,  Qtfawkodzed^  nn- 
jost,  and  opprcMlva,  and  wpaked  the  terisiaa 
prorided  by  th«  new  leectAi.  The  aMendDient 
was  oppoeed  on  th«  groMtd  that  ib«  proper  basi- 
neas  of  the  board  iMs  fo  snperrise  a&d  eqnalize 
the  valoations  of  the  asristaac  assestron ;  that  al- 
tlMogb  they  had  not  acted  eonformabty  to  the 
letter  of  the  law,  still  the  result  of  their  decUioo 
ma  tbe  same  as  if  they  hud  prooeedied  in  strict 
■eeordaooe  with  the  taw,  aod  that  it  was  an  error 
n  form  ooly;  and  that  if  this  amendmeat  were 
agreed  to,  it  woald  open  a  door  to  endless  appli- 
eaiioos  for  the  revision  of  assessments,  dbe.  To 
eeiablish  the  above  points,  a  variety  of  arguments 
aad  illustrations  were  used,  which  protracted  the 
debate  to  a  considerable  length.  The  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  finally 
diaBgreed  to  by  a  decided  majority,  and  the  amend* 
nomt  of  tb«  Senate  eoncarred  in. 

8PBCIE  PAYMENTB. 

The  House  proceeded  to  taka  apthe  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  collecting  the  poblicrarenws  iatbekw- 
tul  money  of  the  eoilBtiy— (tn  aaforBa  tbe  pay- 
DMDt  o{  Specie.) 

Ur.  Calbodn  ibOved  to  ainend  the  bill  by  add- 
iag  aenral  additional  seotion^  authwinng  the 
issOe  of-^— aiUioDS  of  Treasury  notes,  not  to 
War  interest  or  be  fandabter  to  be  receireil  in  all 
daea  to  tbe  United  States,  pvoWding  the  lanBl 
paaiduee  for  ooantcrfifitiaig,  Xa> 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  i>rihted, 
ud  the  bill  waa  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
thB  Whttl^  Ar  iIm  purpose  of  considering  the 
amendments}  it  being  decided  by  the  Speakev 
that  it  ms  Baeesaanr  to  take  that  eoona. 

Ia«tiawar  taaoBM  uqairie*  by  Mr.  Chtotrmoa, 
Mr.  OaumdM  stated  itae  hit  ittPentioii  to  maira 
to  fill  Bp  the  btaak  with  fifteea  miUioaa^  as  the 
BBBOikDt  of  Treasflry  notes  to  be  issaed. 

8ALAKIB3  OF  MlIfI8TEB3. 

Th«  House  tbea  took  up  tbe  infinlshed  bosl- 
oosa  of  Friday — baing  tbe  bill  fraia  the  Senate 
to  iftcrease  the  salaries  of  our  Mioisteraat  t4ie 
Cooru  of  St.  Petersburg,  Paris,  and  London,  [to 
twelve  ihoBsaod  dollars  per  annum  j]  Which  bill 
had  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
attd  the  qaestioo  now  was,  whether  it  sbonld 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time.  This  ques* 
tioQ  was  decided  in  the  negatiTe— yeas  30,  nar* 
97,  aafoUowat 
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«Biidg«,  ilaHunm,  ChappeH*  Onthbart,  Foraey,  QaaiiM, 
C^tosmugv,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  KiagofNevA 
Cuolin%  Leva,  LoTstt,  Lowndes.  lorsBi  MarraBt, 
Murfiesk  Nelson  of  Mnsaobosstts.  Nalsoo  of  Tirglnfa» 
Newton,  Piekerinf ,  Phsssnta,  Saw,  Sdienok,  Shet 
fey,  Smith  of  Mairbnd,  Taggart,  Wsid  of  Maoacha- 
Bfltts,  Wilkin,  Thomas  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright, 
and  Tancey.  _  .  „ 

Nats— ifessrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Barbour,  Ben- 
nett, Birdsall,  Bom,  Bradbnrr,  Brooks,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Cady,  Cannon,  Champitin,  Chipinni,  CUtey,  Cloptotl, 
Crawford,  Crocheron,  Culpeper,  DaiMttgton,  DaTeB* 

S.rt,  DeAa,  Edwards,  Glasgow,  Habn,  Hde,  HaniMl, 
Bidin,  Hawes,  Heister,  HeHMit,  Hnogevferd,  Itwm 
ef  PennsylTania,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis.  LnnipU% 
Lyis,  Marsh,  Mason.  MoGoy,  McLesn  of  Kentaeky, 
lOtaor,  Noyes,  Omisby,  Pithta,  Reed,  Reyneldi^ 
Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Rngglea,  Southard,  SteSfBiS 
Strong,  Stnart,  Storges,  Tats,  TanI,  ToUfcdr,  Tacker, 
Veas,  WaUaoe,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  WiUianSi  and 
WiUoaghby. 
And  so  the  said  bill  waa  rejceied. 

TDBB»A-r,  April  S3. 
Mr.  Nblsoh,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  on  the  Sad  of  Janaavr  laal, 
reported  a  joint  resotatioa  reiiuestiag  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  further  obser- 
rations  to  be  made  with  a  rlew  of  aaeertaioliig 
the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  Oily  of  Wash- 
iogtoo;  whieh  was  read  twtee  and  ordered  to  he 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 
,  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  to  Bmend  the  act 
eonfirmiog  certain  powers  of  the  Lerr  Court  of 
the  county  of  Washington,  ia  the  Disitiet  of 
Columbia,  passed  on  tbe  1st  of  July,  181S;  the 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  completing  tbe 
centre  building  of  the  Capitol ;  the  bill  further  to 
extend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  State*; 
and  the  bill  from  the  Senate  <*attiboriziDg  the 
nppointment  of  Admirals ;"  be  disebarged  from  « 
further  consideratioa  thereof,  and  that  the  said 
bills  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iafhrmed  tb«  HauM 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  trill "  flMkil^  Att- 
ther  ptoTieion  for  settling  claims  to  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Illiaois ;"  also  the  Mil  "  supplemental 
to  tbe  aet  entitled  an  act  regutaiiag  and  deSmaf 
the  duties  of  the  judges  of  tbe  Territory  tff  HH- 
uois  aod  for  Testing  in  tbe  courts  of  the  Tevrf* 
tory  of  Indiana  a  jorisdiotioB  in  ohaooer^r  «*•« 
arising  in  the  said  Teriilory;"  also  the  bit!  **ht 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson ;"  also  the  bid  "for 
the  relief  of  the  President  and  Direetort  ef  the 
Washington  Bridge  CooipaBy,"  with  amend  meats 
to  eacb,  in  which  they  ask  the  eoneorreace  of 
this  House;  ,.  ,  ,  , 

They  have  passed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representBtires  of  Ignaoe  Chalmet  DeliM. 
deceased;"  also,  a  bill  '■  auihoriaiog  the  sBto  of 
lots  owned  by  the  United  States  in  the  eity  M 
New  Orleans,  and  for  other  purposes also,  a  bill 
"for  settling  the  eompansation  of  tbe  commie- 
sioner,  clerk,  and  traaslator  of  thia  Board  for 
Land  Chuiiit  in  the  edstem  and  inittm  ditttiei 
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of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  Slate  of  Louis- 
iana^" and  a  bill  "for  adjusting  the  claims  to 
land  and  establishing  a  land  office  for  the  district 
of  lands  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and 
idand  of  New  Orleans ;  in  which  said  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  LowHDEa,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  ihe  Senate  to  the  bill  "  to  reg- 
ulate ine  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  reported 
the  agreement  of  the  committee  to  the  said 
amendments. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  bill  for  the  more  effectual  eolleciioo  of  the 
revenue  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United 
8utes. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  anaaal  prorision  for  invalid  pensioners. 
The  details  of  this  bill,  embracing  additional 
cases  of  pension,  the  increase  of  former  ooes,  and 
the  various  propositions  made  to  insert  other 
eases,  with  the  discussion  of  the  claims,  as  usual, 
occupied  much  time.  The  bill  was  finally  re- 
ported to  the  House,  Ihe  numerous  amendments 
were  again  eoDSidered  and  disposed  of,  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  collec- 
tion of  the  public  revenue  in  the  lawful  money 
of  the  country — to  enforce  (he  payment  of  specie. 

The  amendments  offered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Calhoon  were  read,  the  first  section  of  which 
provides,  substantially,  for  the  issue  of  Treasury 

notes  to  the  amount  of          dollars,  of  such 

eonTeuient  deuominations  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  direct;  transferrable  by  delivery; 
not  to  hear  interest;  not  to  he  fundable;  to  be 
received  everywhere  in  does  to  the  United  States, 
and  may  be  re-tssoed  from  time  to  time. 

The  secondj  third,  and  fourth  sections  provide 
for  the  preparmg,  signing,  and  issuing  the  Treas- 
-  nry  notes,  for  paying  the  expense  thereof,  and 
the  moal  penalties  for  counterfeiting  them. 

The  fifth  section  provides,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  shall  issue  said  notes  upon  loan 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  any  State 
bank  applying  therefor,  on  such  terms  as  he  shall 
deem  necessary,  having  regard  to  the  circum- 
stances of  each  case,  and  the  security  of  the 
United  Stales,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  less  than 
—  per  cent,  per  annum ;  but  not  to  loan  to  any 
Stale  bank  more  than  a  moiety  of  their  capital 
paid  io  these  loans;  (o  be  reimbursable  io  three 
equal  aonnal  insialmeots,  computed  from  the 
date  of  the  respective  loans,  and  be  paid  for  as 
they  become  due  in  the  legal  coin,  or  in  Treasury 
notes.  [The  moiefy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith, 
was  subsequently  converted  into  one^omik.'} 

The  fifth  sectioa  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  issue  said  notes  at  their  par  value 
to  individuala,  companies,  or  corporaiions,  and 
nceire  in  payment  therefor  the  united  States' 


stocks;  but  the  amount  sold  for  fanded  dtawi 
to  exceed  [five]  millions;  the  notes  so  soU  b« 
taken  out  of  the  aonnal  appropristioos  fsriie 
Sinking  Fond,  and  the  funded  debt  thai  k- 
quired  to  be  transferred  to  the  OommissioaEiitf 
the  Sinking  Fund,  and  by  them  applied  as  it 
law  directs,  with  other  funded  debt. 

The  seventh  section  makes  it  the  dntj^of  At 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  annually,  to  witkdnv 
from  circulation  and  to  cancel  a  porting  aid 
Treasorjr  notes,  equal  to  one-third  of  the  vMe 
amount  issued. 

The  eighth  sectioa  of  the  ameodmeBU  pn- 
vides  that  the  future  issues  of  Treasury  aetcL 
under  the  act  of  February  24,  1815,  shall  aota- 
ceed  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dullars. 
The  smendmeots  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Calhodi?  moved  to  fill  the  blank  la  tk 
first  section  with  "  fifteen"  millions;  and  tbfD,ii 
a  speech  of  some  length,  stated  to  theComiDitiec 
the  benefits  which  were  anticipated  from  cAe  pro- 
posed is&ue  of  Treasury  notes;  the  aid  aad  relief 
they  would  afford  to  toe  commanity,  eoder  the 
pressure  which  would  ouavoidably  be  ptodae^ 
by  the  banks  in  iho  necessary  cartailmcDtofihetr 
discounts,  the  withdrawal  of  their  notes  froa 
circulation,  di^c.,  preparatory  to  (he  resomp- 
lion  of  specie  payments,  which  the  bill  would 
enforce.  It  was  his  opinion  tAaf  the  bi7/  woald 
be  effectual  in  producing  tbe  piymeot  of  specie, 
without  the  aid  of  this  feature;  but  there  were 
others  who  doubted  wfaetbet  ihe  testoralioo  could 
be  well  or  safely  effected  without  it;  and  be 
wished  to  affurd  every  facility  and  relief  that 
could  be  with  propriety  givm,  as  well  w  the 
banks  as  to  the  commonity. 

Mr.  RoBERTBON  fullowed  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment,  against  which  he  argued  at  soai 
length.  He  objected  to  it  chiefly  os  Ihc  groaad 
thai  it  would  form  an  unforioaate  asd  hannfoOs 
eoaoexlon  between  the  QdverDmeai  aad  the 
Slate  banks;  extending  the  iodireetiaftancan 
the  banks,  which  had  been  ofteo  compUiDe<«i 
to  a  direct  influence;  and,  instead  of  eoas(l''*t 
the  banks  to  sell  their  pablle  stock  vU  ai^ 
their  engagements,  would  inorease  their  nnain 
resisting  the  measures  to  coerce  them  ints 
pavment  uf  specie. 

Mr.  Caot  spoke  agaiort  the  ameadinfat.  b 
would  be  reloaniug  the  public  faods  at  fire  ptt 
cent.,  while  the  Government  of  the  United  Sciw 
was  borrowing  at  seven ;  would  be  eolleciiag  ike 
revenues  of  the  Qovernment  in  its  o«i 
only,  and  defeating  the  object  of  layis;  isn*! 
that  it  would  tend  lo  depress  our  stocb  is  Ei^ 
rope;  that  it  would  be  belter  to  giieerciitto 
those  indebted  to  the  Qoverament  at  «x  pv  ceai 
a  year;  that  no  hank  would  borrow  dMse  sov 
which  meant  to  pay  for  them,  as  it  would  be|^ 
log  five  per  cent,  for  notes  to  lend  oat  to  in  e** 
tomers;  and  that  tfaeiuoeof  fifteen  millim" 
they  could  be  kept  in  cirenlatitm,  woaM  ^ 
specie  out  of  the  ceontry  Inatead  of  draMf  ^ 
thither. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied  to  Mr.  RoBBBTsMiod 
dafended  the  aaendaoft  «a  the  fnmoi*  w 
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:reat  assistaoce  it  would  afford  to  the  cemmo- 
lity  in  meeitog  ibe  state  of  things  which  must 
ake  place  uoder  the  pressure  ioef itablf  ereaied 
ly  the  tnoks  in  returDiOf  to  specie  paymenu; 
tis  desire  to  resort  to  mild  means;  its  aeeaatom- 
og  the  people  to  give  credit  to  paper  issued 
loder  ibe  authoritr  of  Oovernuent }  its  embrnc- 
Dg  and  assisting  loose  baoks  possessing  no  pub- 
ic stock. 

Mr.  T0CKBR  mored  toBll  the  blank  with  "ten" 
nillions. 

Mr.  Calbodn  replied  to  the  ar^ments  against 
he  ameodment.  He  bad  no  idea  the  banks 
Toutd  resume  specie  pafments  willinsly;  they 
vould  go  into  it  ouly  because  they  woold  see  in- 
iviiable  ruiu  in  refusing;  but  as  they  woold  be 
sompelled  to  embrace  the  measnre,  he  wished  to 
[ive  them  ample  means. 

Mr.  CtiTBBBBT  made  some  remarks  in  &Tot  of 
be  larger  sum.  Fifteen  millions  might  be  used 
or  oibtfr  purposes  than  in  loaning  to  the  books ; 
t  might  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  stocky  to 
oans  to  individoals. 

The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  "fifteen"  was 
ost-— ayes  55,  noes  59. 

Mr.  Tucker  then,  for  the  present,  withdrew 
lis  motion. 

The  quesiioQ  on  agreeing  to  the  first  section  as 
tn  ameodmeni,  stilt  in  blank,  was  carried — ayes 
59,  noea  58. 

Mr.  Tucker  renewed  his  motion  to  fill  the 
blank  with  "ten"  mitlions. 

Mr-  Webster  stated  some  objections  to  the 
provisiuo  in  its  present  shape.  He  should  have 
DO  UDwillingness  to  authorize  an  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes  io  another  way;  to  make  them  paya- 
ble to  the  puUie  eredilon^  he  thought,  would  be 
preferable  to  the  manoer  eootempWea. 

Mr.  Nbwton  mored  the  sum  ar"thirteen.'' 

Mr.  Qrostrkor  then  rose  end  slated  bis  objec- 
tioDs  to  the  proposed  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
wbVch  be  viewed  as  the  first  attempt  yet  made  to 
create  a  paper  eorrencv  for  the  country.  In  this 
light  Mr.  G.  discussed  the  subject  at  much  length, 
srguioe  Hgaiaat  an  experiment  so  dangerous  in 
priocipfe.and  which  unirersal  experience  prored 
woulil  always  end  in  a  depreciated  currency, 
however  feasible  it  might  appear  in  time  of  peace 
Rod  tranquillity.   When  he  concluded — 

Tbe  question  of  filling  the  blank  with  "tbir- 
teeo"  was  negatired — ayes  68,  noes  62;  and  the 
question  recurred  on  the  sum  often"  millions. 

Mr.  CuTBBBRT  then  replied  to  Mr,  Qaoa 
yBMOB,  and  to  the  arguments  grounded  on  the 
presamptioa  that  this  measure  was  to  be  a  per- 
manent  one,  and  contending  that,  as  the  Qorem- 
ment  hnd,  by  long  osaf^  ginn  credit  to  the  pres- 
ent paper,  making  it  in  fact  tbe  ctirrcncy  of  the 
coootry,  it  woold  be  wrong  soddenly  to  discredit 
Ibis  paper  and  destroy  its  value  in  the  commu- 
nity without  sopplyioff  the  country  with  some- 
thing as  a  substitute,  lie  viwed  tbe  proposition 
under  discussion  as  one  which  would  produce 
tbe  happiest  consequences. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  "  ten,"  and  carried— ayes  66. 


Mr.  Vbbbtbk  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  fifth 
section  the  words  **  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;"  which,  after  some  discnssion,  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  fix  the 
amount  of  interest  to  be  required  of  the  banks  at 
three  per  cent,  per  annum ;  and  supported  his 
motion  at  some  length,  entering  somewhat  into 
the  general  question  of  the  expediency  of  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Calhouh  moved  to  fill  tbe  blank  with 
five  per  cent,  and  replied  at  still  greater  length 
than  before  to  Messrs.  Qrosvbhob,  Robbrtsom, 
and  others,  who  had  spoken  in  opposition. 

Mr.  RoBBBTBoii  raored  fir  per  emtum,  attd 
added  some  remarks  in  support  of  tbe  opinions 
he  had  advanced. 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  motion  to 
fill  tbe  blank  with  sir  per  oentnm  was  earned— 
ayes  55,  noes  fiS. 

Mr.  Sbbppbt  moved  an  amendment,  which 
would  confine  the  loan  of  these  Treasury  notes 
to  such  baoks  only  as  bold  no  slock  of  tbe  United 
Slates.  Negatived — ayes  45. 

Tbe  eighth  section  was  then  agreed  to— 56 
to  51. 

Mr.  Hall  then  proposed  to  amend  tbe  bill  by 
reviving  and  adding  therelo  the  former  fourth 
section,  which  imposed  a  hi^b  stamp  duty  on  the 
notes  of  tbe  banks  not  paying  specie  on  the  day 
specified ;  which  motion  Mr.  H.  made  some  re- 
marks in  favor  of— stating  his  object  to  be  to  give 
the  solvent  banks  an  opportunity  of  payins  spe- 
cie, and  of  patting  down  those  that  could  not 
pay;  which  could  only  be  dooe  by  tbe  provision 
he  proposed  to  renew. 

Mr.  TuccBB  agreed  with  Mr.  Hall  in  some 
degree;  and  proposed  to  modify  tbe  amendment 
by  making  it  an  uniform  stamp  duty  of  ten  per 
cent,  on  all  notes  issued  by  the  delinquent  banks. 

Mr.  Root  spoke  against  tbe  motion  to  renew 
tbe  section,  ana  dispnied  the  power  of  Congress, 
under  tbe  Constitution,  to  adopt  such  a  measure, 
which  was  of  the  nature  of  a  penalty,  and  in- 
tended as  a  punishment  that  could  not  constitu- 
tionally be  inflicted  on  the  banks. 

Mr.  Rahoolpb  also  opposed  the  adoption  of 
this  section,  to  which  nothing  similar  could  be 
found  in  the  code  of  any  natTou  under  the  sua. 
He  ai^ed  against  the  measure  at  some  length, 
and  condemned  it  as  anti^republiean  and  ^nger- 
ons— as  adding  to  the  power  and  patronage  of 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  already  too  grea^ 
a  discretion  dangerous  in  tbe  extreme,  and  in 
efitet  making  his  will  the  measure  of  uxation. 

Before  the  motion  was  decided,  tbe  Committee 
rose,  repOTted  progress  and  was  refused  leave  to 
sit  again,  leaving  the  bill  in  the  House. 


Wbonbsoat,  April  24. 
Mr.  HuoBB  from  the  committee  appointed  by 
a  resolution  of  tbe  27(h  of  February  last,  to  ex- 
amine generally  into  tbe  subject  of  unsettled 
balances,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ;  when  Mr.  H.  reported 
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•  Mil  to  •■lablish  oSm  of  AccoaDltnt  iq  the 
Pcfartrnflnt  of  Stats;  v^ich  wu  read  twice  and 
fiHtoi«d  to  Jie  OB  the  table. 

Mr.RooT,from  the  Committeeon  Ezpeoditures 
io  the  War  Departmeot,  reported  a  bill  sqp^e- 
a^enlarf  to  the  sevend  aote  orgaaizinir  the  offioe 
•r  A«eeuataat  of  tbe  Departmeot  of  War }  which 
vaa  read  twice,  and  eommiued  to  a  Comniuee 
«f  the  Whole. 

Mr.  NcLBOif,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
ntmni  the  Menace  of  the  PresideDt  of  the  Uai- 
Hi  BtBtm,  recDeotiBf  the  Patent  Office,  r^ortad 
»  hiU  arteUisDiac  wa  Patent  Offiee,  pnTidi^c 
the  mease  of  ftuinaF  aneonragemait  to  "authors 
«Bd  ivveoMra,"  mi  foardiog  more  ^^tvally 
uallM  fraud*  «od  impositioos  by  patentees; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
nittta  oftbe  Wboleu 

Tbf  amcndtaeot  pxopoKd  bjr  the  Seoate  to  the 
bill  "sapplemental  to  the  act,eDtilled"ABaatragii- 
ktiac  and  deftoiof  \b»  datie*  of  the  judces  of  the 
Tatrtfory  of  Ulioai}  and  f»>  v«ttiB|t  ia  the  aonrta 
af  tba  Tenitorr  ot  ladiaM  a  jariidialltw  io  «haQ- 
cery  cases  arising  ia  the  sbm  Territorr,"  waa 
nad  and  disagreed  to  1^  the  House. 

The  ameodmeDt  proposed  hy  the  Senate  to  the 
WH  **  loF  the  relief  of  the  President  and  DireaMrs 
«f  the  Washingtoo  Bride*  Compuy,"  was  read ; 
vfaeranfcn,  ordered  that  this  House  eoaoar  ta  the 
nid  amendmaBt. 

Tk0  am^dmeqts  proi^oaed  bjr  the  S»at»  to 
biU  **qvnkiiv  f«tbev  )^ieioB  for  ttltling 
daims  to  lands  fa  the  Teriitorr  Illinois,''  were 
Md  and  tfHienrriBd  in  by  the  House. 

Th«  amaadment  proposed  bythe  Seaaaa  to  the 
bill  "for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson,"  was  read 
wd  eoocnned  in  by  the  House. 

Tha^bill  from  tne  Senate  for  aiyasiifv  the 
oUimts  to  laad,  and  establishiog  a  land  office  for 
tha  dietrkts  of  laads  lyiag  east  of  the  Uississippi 
ftiaar  aod  island  of  New  Orleans,"  was  read 
twiaa  and  eomnitted  to  a  Comniitae  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Benatfr  "  authorizing  the  aale 
of  lou  owaed  by  the  United  Slate*  in  the  city  of 
New  OrleiDs,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  tnA 
c«iea  aad  erdored  to  lie  on  the  table. 

•  Tk9  bUl  £ron  the  SwQaia  "forseuling  theaom* 
ytmpiian  of  the  eommiasjooan  clerk,  aitd  iiftM- 
UtOT-of  tba  Board  for  Land  Cleiini  in  tha  eastofo 
ai|4  VfRteio  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleamt, 
Mw  Bute  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  twice  and 
ennmitted  to  a  Commitiea  of  the  Whole. 

Kagtoated  biUs  of  the  following  titles:  An  act 
conceraiDg  rnvatid  penstoaers;  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Qeorg*  T.  Boss,  Daniel  T.  PaitereoB,ai)d 
the  officers  and  raea  under  their  command ;  were 
leTerally  read  the  third  time  and  passed- 

An  eagrossed  resolution  "requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  to  cause  farther  obser- 
TBtions  to  be  nude  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
the  longitude  of  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington," was  read  the  third  time  and  passed, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
tklc^towii:  **Aii  act  aathoriziDg  payment  for  the 


court-house  of  Hamilton  in  the  Sute  of  OUo  f 
"An  act  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
the  Milftary  BstablishmeDt  of  the  United  Sutes 
for  the  year  IBH;'*  and  "An  act  for  the  relirf of 
the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Cliuton,  in  the 
State  of  New  Tork,**  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatfTes  of  Ignaee  Chalmel  Ddtno, 
deceased,"  was  read  twice  and  eommittad  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

QUARTBSMASnS'S  ACCOONTB. 

Mr.  McKbb,  from  the  committee  appoiotcd  to 
inquire  into  the  aeeoants  rendered  aod  setded  cf 
James  Thomas,  a  depnty  qnartermaster  general 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  to  examine 
ioto  the  accounts  connected  therewith,  made  a 
report,  embracing  a  statement  of  facts  and  many 
!  doauments,  but  expressing  no  opinion  on  the  sab- 
Ject,  aod  recommendiAg  a  more  mature  ezamiaai- 
tion  into.the  matter  at  the  next  session;  whieli 
report  was  ordered  to  lie,  and  be  printed. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  appointed  to  iMaire  ialo  ^  state  of 
the  aeeoants  ^Midetedavd  settle^  of  J«nw  Thomae, 
a  depn^  quartermaster  general  of  the  VnUmi  Stataa* 
and  also  to  ezMiune  sll  aeeooats  eonaeoted  th^nmUh, 

report: 

That  die  oomnittea  hsTs  ezanuned  die  aoldacft  tft» 
finred  to  them  widi  a*  aiadi  cue  a*  a  dnaatteatfen 
to  the  current  business  of  the  House  would  pensiu 
When  the  papers  were  reftrred  io  the  commiltse,  it 
was  nndetitood  that  Jamw  Thorns*  was  io  thft  West- 
ern country,  and  a  letter  was  addi<8ased  to  hsn  at 
nttsbarff,  informiag  him  that  a  ooeuaitlee  was  ^ 
parted  to  examiB*  and  sepoit  ob  his  aeeeaatp. 

JasMS  Thame*  anitad  in  thia  <itj  oa  the  19tk  ia- 
stant,  and  made  uBtteatkn  to  tha  eoasmitteo  to  jmb^ 
pone  a  sepert  on  Ms  case  ta  the  aezt  eesrisa  af  Can- 
greas ;  the  Bsason*  eaiigaad  in  aop|iwt  ef  tUs  apflka- 
tnn  are  UUf  diedoaed  in  tha  sapees  hstewith  saheoife* 
ted  Is  the  Hause  as  a  part  of  mis  n«ort,ft«m  ^ii^  i* 
win  *|»pear  that  the  cenwuttea  bad  aeilhas  tinw  nee 
the  means  of  pronoancins  on  the  charaoler  of  tfw 
tisnsaction,  or  the  conduct  of  Jamas  Thomas,  wilhovt 
wholly  diarsgaidiag  the  statenanls  made  by  hin  to 
the  committae. 

6o  far,  therefore,  as  James  lliomas  fa  conoenie^ 
Uie  committee  nconmiend  a  pos^onemeat  of  die  aaa* 
to  the  next  sesjon  of  Congreas,  ee  diet  the  caaa  maf 
then  undergo  a  more  mataie  ezaminatioD  tfaaa  csn 
now  be  given  to  it. 

The  setdement  made  in  (his  case  by  tite  acooaatiag 
oAcers  of  the  QovemmeBt  seems  to  re^iin  eiamina- 
tioB ;  the  eetttsment  was  made  on  the  pap  ass  aad  da»- 
uBMOteaawbafeia  liia  oommitt— ,  and  oa  thst  ewdaaaa 
alano  the  *ettbweBt,  and  die  piiccipb  en  whiih  k 
was  qude,  mast  slaad  tlw  leit  of  ezaminstisa. 

Without  designing  to  e^reai  any  ofutien  in  rela^ 
tivm  t»  Janes  Thamsa,  the  committee  sutenit  to  i|a 
Ho«se  the  feUowing  statemeat  of  the  eaeej  as  keosms 
to  hsT*  been  peseatsd  to  ths  aocoaoting  effisew  *i 
the  Govenuaeat  for  settlement,  as  well  as  the  siwral 
occarrencee  which  happened  in  tha  progiesa  of  tha 
settlement. 

On  the  SM  day  of  MoiaaibeT,  181S.  OanaralSmytfi, 
mmmending  oa  the  ITiigara  finder,  oidared  lunaa 
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Tbont*,  dvpatjF  qawt«mMl0r  gflmrd,  to  parebttM 
snmeduttolji  and  deposits  at  or  near  Bufialo,  floor  for 
fiv*  thomtnd  troops  for  two  Bonths,  besides  Ute  car* 
rant  iasoes;  wd  Mkhad  T.  Simpson  tminedittely 
ttwrcafter  piMMdod  to  pwohaas  hot  fiom  the  eoan- 
trf  pooplt,  and  In  eAetieg-  tho  pniehMO  he  npt^ 
miutmi  himiilf  ak  the  agent  of  James  Thomas,  and 
wrtawd  tola  s  oontoot  hi  Aat  duraeter.  Said  Simp- 
eon  proanrad,  in  the  ■ndmtj  of  Batavia  and  Caledonia, 
*Ao«t  l,dOO  btrrtls  of  Soar,  at  or  near  the  avwage 
priM  of  90  per  barrel  at  ttiosa  places,  as  it  aj^Mara 
firam  the  depotitiona  and  ceitiSeatei  of  Hie  penma 
flrant  whom  it  was  obtrined* 

Okk  On  mfa  daj  of  Boambor,  1B18»  Miiifaael  T. 
aMpwn  chai^  Ao  UbM  8Meo  «S9,1S6  Ibr  S,SM 
twfsh  ^  floar  ddfvarad  at  Caledonia  and  BataTia, 
fSSa  97  ooMmiMioa  for  ptHChasing  the  sast^  and 
^etfi»foT  tntosporttog  <30  baivala  of  floor  frtnn  Cale- 
doaifc  to  BuflUo.  Bstwaen  the  19th  of  December, 
una,  and  the  S8th  of  Jnne,  1819,  Michael  T.  ffimpeon 
ifcam«is  the  United  States  for  a  vazietf  of  articles  erf' 
am;  sappUesy  ameoaling,  iaelwive  of  ths  bill  of  the 
Maf  ibMnbar^lSia^tolbaaani  of  961,1»  iH  i 
KoA  iutm  Thaanaa  rttains  Kaip«m*a  Teeel^  for 
sMB  in  nbw  oepuaie  Vtk  and  reaalpt%  which  ho  nn- 
daraas  CTidoBoaof  diabwssMMiltaMda  by  bfan  on  pah* 
Ma  aaeowt. 

Tha  lata  Aceeontaot  of  the  War  Dmartamit,  to 
Urbow  the  aooooBts  regarding  Mfebael 

T.  SimpeoD  as  a  citizen  of  the  conntr;,  who  had  po#- 
sSBsad  nimsatf  at  the  aitioles  sold  to  James  Thomas 
■^Oik  Ua  am  ftaoia  or  oadit,  «id  at  Us  own  liak,  in 
Iha  wrdiaaiy  eottrse  of  boriaiti,  •oMidnvd'hisTee^rts 
a»  goad  evidoMo  of  dirimnemMrt.  Bat  it  was  aia- 
•omed  to  die  lati^kotian  of  the  hto  Ara>Bntftnt  of 
Ifeia  Was  PepaWnanl,  b^ova  the  aocoont  was  HaMy 
gaWiad,  Oat  MIcAmoI  T.  Simpson  was  not  a  citisen  of 
tfut  part  of  ifce  eotuitry,  bat  meiely  a  way&ring  per- 
SOB  seeking  employment,  and  that  he  had  not  become 
faaasBsed  of  Ae  jmpeilry  s^  tlio  pvblio  in  die  orA- 
mu9  flowsa  ttbummtf  or  at  Us  own  risk,  bat  that 
ta  had  paichased  the  same  by  meuia  of  the  pabtio 
fiwda  in  Ibe  hamb  of  Jama  Tbomas.  It  was  dso 
diaeavered  that  die  floor  was  charged  to  the  United 
^taa  at  a  rate  much  higher  than  its  aetoal  cost 
The  late  Acconntant  of  the  War  Department  there- 
fore ordered  the  amoont  of  Michael  T.  Simpson's  re- 
eeipta  (except  a  part  of  tiie  receipt  for  910,610  M)  to 
be  taken  from  the  credits  of  James  Tbomaa,  and  soa- 
Mnded  anffl  tho  xeeeipta  of  tliosa  persons  fiom  whom 
Hktt  articles  were  actnally  patchaaed  should  be  pro- 
duced as  eridenoe  of  the  d&barsement  as  welt  as  the 
cosk  ef  the  articles.  This  nupension  seems  to  have 
been  made  on  the  princ^  that  M.  T.  Simpson  was 
the  agent  of  J.  Thomas,  and  that  ha  was  enabled  to 
Xiaka  the  porchasea  aforesaid  from  the  public  funds  in 
his  hands.  After  this  decision  was  made  known,  the 
copy  of  a  ktter  Irom  James  lltomas  to  Midiael  T. 
l»apsott  of  the  SBth  af  Nofember,  I81S,  and  Simp- 
tea's  answers  of  tho  S8th  of  November,  and  4th  of 
Sfeeember,  181S,  were  filed  in  the  handwriting  of 
Jama*  Thomas,  with  the  intentbn  of  eaublisbiog 
hereby  the  eiistenea  of  a  contract  between  Michael 
T;  Simpson  and  Jamea  Thomaa  in  regard  to  the  flour 
parcbsMd  by  said  Simpson.  Thiaevidence  was  deemed 
'  by  the  late  Accountant  insnfflcieot  to  aothorixe  a 
(oange  of  the  decision  made;  and  the  account  was 
dosed,  leaving  a  balance  doe  to  the  United  Sutea  by 
Imea  Tbomaa  of  f 133,087  B4.  F^om  this  daciuon 
HnMsThoBBs  appealed  to  tha  aceeuDting  affiean  of 


the  TreasQty  Department,  and  die  accounts  were  sent 
to  the  Tieaaory  Department  by  Peter  Hagner,  dk* 
acting  Aoeonntant,  by  whom  they  were  dosed  on  the 
Udi  day  of  July,  1614,  for  r»-examinattoii  and  float 
a^stment,  where  they  were  examined  by  the  An^tot 
of  die  Tmsvry,  and  92,411  80  of  the  snmndfld 
items  admitted  to  die  credit  of  James  Tbomaa,  leaving 
a  balance  due  by  him  to  the  United  States  of  91^^ 
678  04.  The  jHrincipIca  settled  by  the  Accountant  of 
the  War  Department  were  not  changed  by  the  admia. 
sion  aforesaid.  The  aeeennts  were  rerxMrted  to  the 
late  ComptroUeif  ef  die  Treasury,  on  the  8th  day.  ol 
Aogatt,  1814,  by  the  Auditor.  It  wpears  that  Aa  ■ 
aeeounts  were  raaniaed  by  die  late  Comptroller,  aaft 
thathedid  notaher  thebahmci^  ta  diangethe  princi- 
plas  setded  at  the  War  Department ;  he  was,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  eommtttoe,  prevented  from  deddinf 
Ihially  on  the  eaoe  by  a  protest  flled  in  bis  office  by 
James  Thomas  on  tho  ISdi  of  Aagnst,  18M,  alleging, 
amongst  other  dungs,  that  his  accounts,  since  they 
were  rendered  to  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, had  been  mntUated  and  robbed  of  docomenta 
and  vouebarsbelenghigtharato.  nieeommittaadeeaife 
it  proper  to  state  Aat  Uiis  eharga  of  mmtUation  and 
robbery  ia  not  supported  by  any  evidence  yet  dll^ 
doeed. 

On  Aa  6di  d^  of  April,  James  Thmnaa  m- 
gaested  Ae  present  ComflioQer  of  the  Tressory  to 
permit  hin  to  withdraw  hn  appeal,  and  to  submit  hli 
caae  again  to  the  present  Aceonntant  o£  die  Wat  De- 
partment, together  with  evidence  not  befoia  randend 
IB  siqtport  of  the  sospanded  iteM  In  Ut  aeeoant* 
This  teqceet  was  grentad,  and  Aa  aaeooBta  were  atal 
to  the  preasnt  AoOTiulaBt  of  the  War  DepattaeoC  m 
ths  Ml  day  of  April.  1816.  James  Thraiaa  filed  w^ 
ibe  Aecevntaut  of  ^  War  De|>artBent  cwieB  of 
ssvaial  lettem  and  certifieataB,  which  are  en  the  fie^ 
relating  to  the  snspMded  iteiM,  and  sai^esed  ta  ee»* 
tain  evidence  of  a  contract  between  Michad  T.  Mmp* 
aan  and  Jamea  Thomaa  aato  tho  fleor,  and  die  prices 
theiaat  With  regard  to  thsae  lettem  and  oerttftca«e^ 
the  fommittae  h«ca  eo«|^  in  vala  far  otigindi^ 
wlttoh  are  Mtnew  to  be  fovnd  in  the  paWe  offiees^ 
tmi  the  copioa  obtaiiwd  by  the  oommittee  are  extradts 
taken  from  a  pamjAlet  written  by  James  Thomas  hi 
dsfonce  of  himself. 

The  Acooontant  of  the  Wat  D^antaMut  rastalail 
the  account,  and  admitted  die  suqiended  itom^  iw 
payments  made  to  Michael  T.  Simpoo^  to  the  oredil 
of  James  Thomas,  an  the  foUowiDg  greands :  1st*  The 
charge  for  2,206  banala  <tf  floor,  eemmisaioB,  mt 
tfsnqwrtation,  was  admitted,  beeaoaH  ua  the  (wnaimi 
of  the  Aceonntant,  the  evideno^afiireaiAd  eataUiabai* 
contract  bebweoa  Simpson  and  Thomas  for  the  float  at 
a  specified  price.  3d.  The  rasidaa  of  the  suspsoM 
items  aie  aaoitlad  to  Ibe  cndit  of  James  Thoaaas,  em^ 
cept  9201  10,  charged  as  eeamiaaion,  bacaose  ft  < 
not  anieai  tlut  MiohBel  T.  Simpson,  wa*  the  i 
ledgM  agsnt  of  James  ThosMs. 

The  foregoing  is,  in  sobstance,  a  COTreet  stat 
of  the  settlement  o(  the  accounts  of  James  Tlumias, 
and  the  prindples  eataUished  in  the  settlement  So 
for  oaly  as  relates  to  the  diaborsements  made  by  Mi- 
chael T.  Simpson,  then  are  many  aocounis  aettM  ok 
prindples  which  seem  to  the  eommitlee  objeotioMMs^ 
but  wbidL  must  now  be  admitted.  W^hout  enteshag 
at  all  into  the  qaastien  whether  or  not  die  ccfiea  «f 
letters  and  certificates  flled  estaUidi  a  eeatnct  b^eea 
Jamea  Thomas  awl  Midiad  T.  flinlpees^  tlM  vamU^ 
tea  wHl  only  aaj  that,  if  die  evidenee  is  eenddarad  n- 
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theotic,  ud  inffident  to  ptore  tba  •xutonee  of  a  cod- 
<net,  it  ii  eortiioly  competent  «lw  to  pon  Hut  Hi> 
lUtwel  T.  Simpson  niMrq>reHnled  the  etste  of  the  mar- 
kot^  with  ft  view  to  bii  advaotege  and  the  pobUc  injary. 
Bat  the  committee  cannot  regard  anj  contract  maoe 
W  a  public  agent  charged  wi^  providing  soppliea  for 
l£e  public,  however  formal,  whidi  is  foUUed  tneana 
of  tae  poblic  fundi  in  hia  baada,  in  any  other  light 
tta'D  aa  a  badge  frand.  If  aueh  sontracta  are  conn* 
teUBced  a&d  drawn  into  practice,  it  moat  anpetaede 
Um  nacaan^  aa  well  at  the  propriet;  of  requiring  any 
public  agent  to  rendw  recaipta  (&om  thoae  peraons 
who  have  the  arttctea  wanted  for  pabUc  nae,  procured 
by  their  indoatry,  with  their  own  funda,  and  at  their 
•own  riak)  aa  evidence  of  price  and  payment,  becaoae 
thia  mie  impoaee  much  labor  on  hooeat  aganta,  with- 
■oat  afibrding  any  barriw  againat  fraud  and  diahooeaty. 
Tor  what  ia  more  eaay  of  acMimpliahmatit  than  for  a 

Ciblic  igwit,  ittcUnad  to  daftand  the  pablic,  to  entar 
to  a  formal  coDlraet  with  a  Erieod  (wboaa  moral  feol- 
inga  aait  the  occaaioo)  to  deliver  property  auited  to  the 
public  wanta,  at  a  apectfic  price,  exceeding  tba  market 
wice,  and  then,  by  meana  of  the  pobUc  funda  in  hia 
banda,  to  eoaUe  hia  friend  to  fulfil  the  contract  for 
their  mutual  benefit  1  Caaea  may  be  anppoaed,  and 
may  occur  in  practice,  where  contracta  made  1^  a  pub- 
lic agent  to  Arniah  auf^Uea,  with  the  aid  of  the  pub- 
lic funda,  wbich  it  ia  the  agant'a  duly  to  furuiab*  maj 
ba  right;  botthoa^poaaibls  caaea innat  be accompaaM 
wldi  peculiar  careumataacea,  and  on  thoae  dteomalan- 
oaa  thur  juatiAcation  muat  nst. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  Midwel  T.  Siapaon  put^ 
flhaaed  the  3,30fi  barrala  of  flour  with  tha  aid  of  the 
public  fhnda  in  the  luuida  of  Jamea  Tbomaa ;  and  it  i» 
worthy  of  Temaric  Uiat  there  ia  no  conflict  between  the 
dfpoaftiona  filed  by  Mr.  Porter  and  the  co{Hea  of  c«i^ 
tifiaatea  famiahed  by  Jamea  Tbomaa :  they  relate  to 
diffitrant  paicda  of  flour— the  firat  are  apedfie  aa  to 
quantity  and  price,  the  latter  are  general. 

The  otmmitto*.  dienfora,  cannot  but  regard  the 
princqd*  on  iriiidi  the  soapended  item  for  9^^408  87 
wee  allowed  aa  enoneona,  and  deatmetivo  of  all  ae- 
eonntability.  The  prind|4«  on  whidi  ttie  reddoe  of 
the  anqwnded  itema  were  allowed  aeema  to  the  com- 
■liltee  to  be  equally  or  more  objeetioDable. 

It  ia  evident  that  the  auppliea  were  purchaaed  by 
neana  of  the  puUio  fhnda  in  the  handa  of  Jamea  Tbo- 
Ma,  and  intended  for  the  public  uae,  to  whidi  they 
wen  alone  auited.  Mo  man  in  the  right  use  of  hia 
laaeoB  would  have  poaaeaaed  hiiAaelf  of  the  arUdea  in 
ttapnMaention  of  any  ordinary  busineaa ;  and  to  con- 
Mar  Mr.  Simpaon  unconnected  in  aome  way  with 
Ike  pnbUc  oflioer  ia  abeurd,  eapedairy  after  be  bad 
<h^*d  e  oommnabn  on  part  of  hia  purchaaea.  The 
nedpta  of  thoae  peraouawho  were  the  origind  ownera 
«f  the  proper^,  or  who  have  acquired  it  at  Uieir  own 
dak,  ia  tbe  only  good  evidence  of  price  and  payment, 
and*  in  Uie  opinion  of  the  committee,  ought,  in  all  or- 
dinary eaeas,  to  be  reqnind  aa  evidence  of  diabone- 
veat. 


WAaauaToir,  April  U,  1816. 
'  Siu:  I  learn  that  a  committee  haa  been  a]^inted 
ky  the  Hooae  of  Repreaentativea  to  examine  my  ac- 
iwinta  with  the  United  SUtea,  in  conaequence  of  alle- 
^tiena  made  by  William  Simmona,  lata  Accountant 
f!  *■*  War  Department  that  fraudulent  cbargei  to  a 
"■■■il  liable  amouu  had  been  made  by  me,and  allowed, 


Apmil,  IBU. 


under  the  ^edal  diiectiona  of  the  offiean  «f  tiie  Tka^ 

aury. 

Aa  theae  acoounta  had  already  been  befor*  a  ceM- 
mittee  of  Congreaa  on  the  repreaentations  of  tUa  fat- 
aoQ,  and,  aa  tlwy  had  been  referied  by  that  nrmmiltat 
to  the  accounting  offioeta  of  the  Treatury  far  aattli^ 
ment,  and  had  been  aettled  accordingly,  I  might  ham 
expected  that  aueh  allegations  would  not  have  been 
repeated,  at  leaat  until  the  legd  tribunala  of  tbe  ceun- 
txjr  had  dedded  on  mjf  oompbinta  for  nmyv  ralnM 
nua  propagated  by  hun,  with  ao  much  bold— e  awl 
industry,     meana  of  the  public  {»caa. 

CenadoUB,  however,  that  my  conduct  haa  beta  in 
all  reapecta  honorable,  I  can  have  no  olyection  to  any 
inquiry,  however  rigid ;  on  tbe  contrary,  I  am  h^ff 
to  have  any  opportont^  to  Mog  theae  aocaeatioaa'to 
the  teat  of  truth.  I  hope  the  reault  will  aet  them  for> 
ever  at  rest;  for,ao  highly  do  I  value  the  good  o^nian 
of  the  communis,  that  even^  rnnarinneiwee  of  ne> 
tttnde  doea  not  render  me  indifl^Mit  lo  iipwraiffM 
which  strike  at  my  reputation.  I  bnwt,  howew.  that 
the  inquiry  will  be  complete,  and  I  am  aura  it  is  fbr- 
elgn  from  ^e  wish  of  any  member  of  your  honorable 
body  to  decide  on  a  queation  which,  ihioogh  hfo,  will 
afiect  the  character  of  one  of  their  fellow-dtiaens,  wiA- 
out  a  fall  and  foir  investigation.  I  ask,  therefecet  to 
go  before  the  committee,  to  know  the  apedfie  act  of 
dinunali^  with  which  I  am  diaiged,  and  to  be  allowed 
the  meana  which  joatice  demands  of  aubatantiatinmy 
innocence. 

In  order  that  the  true  aituation  in  which  I  etand 
towards  the  public,  whether  as  debtor  or  creditor,  may 
be  known,  I  ask,  further,  that  the  wbt^e  of  my  <daiiim 
connected  with  the  diachatge  of  my  public  datiea  maj 
be  placed  before  the  view  of  the  committee ;  theee  ace 
oontaioed  in  the  letteia  and  acoounta  preeeoted  by  me 
to  Uie  War  DepartoMnt  in  the  mimths  of  Tlefeiiiboi 
and  February  laat  It  will  then  he  aeen  th^  eo  for 
from  having  profiled  by  fnad  and  impoaitioii  on  tte 
pnbtiCf  I  am,  after  seven  years  of  active  military  Aatf, 
a  aufierer  tluough  ardaona  and  laborioaa  exertiens  Ut 
tbe  public  service. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  air,  yonr  obedient  aervant, 
JAMES  THOMAS. 

The  Hon.  the  SraAua 

the  Uotm  1^  SqtntmkUidet. 

WAsaivoToiT  CiTf,  April  16,  1816. 

Sib:  Yon  have  applied  to  the  committee  to  whom 
your  accounts  have  been  referred  for  a  poatpoaement 
of  any  deduon  or  report  thereon  until  the  next  teadon 
of  Congreaa,  on  the  general  ground  that  time  oroppor- 
tunitjrhu  not  been  afibrded  yon  to  procure  teattmooy, 
explaining  such  parte  of  yonr  acoounta  aa  aaam  lo  be 
mysteriooa,  and  rebutting  Ihe  evidence  tendbf  to 
charge  the  accounta  with  uafolrsMa  or  f^ud.  Tbmt 
the  committee  may  have  the  means  of  deciding  on  yoor 
application,  I  am  instructed  by  them  to  state  to  yoo. 
the  cases  in  your  accounts  moat  liable  to  execptioa, 
and  to  request  you  to  aay,  in  answer,  whether  you  can 
(if  time  be  aUowed  yon),  obtain  evidence  to  ezplam 
and  remove  the  m^tery  in  which  the  caaea  are  involveA 

laL  The  depodtions  on  file  (whidi  are  nambsMd 
progreadvdy  from  1  to  16,  with  the  execution  of  He. 
10,  which  ia  not  with  the  documents  refoired  to  lb* 
committee,  and  Noa  IS  and  13,  which  relate  to  yoar 
defonce,)  go  to  prove  that  Michael  T.  Simpacm  pur- 
chased nearly  fifUen  hundred  barrda  of  flour,  at  a  ptiee 
averaging  about  ^  78  p«-  barrd ;  that  thoae  p«r- 
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Apttt,  1816. 


QfiarlermaaUt'a  AeeotaUs. 


H.  or  R. 


dkMM  wm  mmdtf  balbra  tke  ISIfa  of  December,  18IS ; 
and  Miduel  T.  8imiMOD,iiL  attocting  IhoM  poidiMee, 
i^neented  himeeU  at  your  egeat,  and  pnrdiased  with 
Uie  aid  of  the  public  money  or  credit,  and  not  on  hie 
mm  money  or  credit,  or  at  hia  risk. 

3d.  Od  the  1 3th  day  of  December,  18UJ,  Michael  T. 
Simpien  render*  an  accoont  agaiaat  the  United  States 
fbr  |3S,408  87,  composed  of  the  fbHowing  Ueae,  to 
wit:  S.806  barreb  of  flour,  $29,156;  oommiasioD, 
9738,  87 ;  and  9S,SS0  for  transportiog  680  barrels  of 
flour  from  Caledonia  to  Baflalo,  msldng  an  average 
prioe  of  918  M  per  barrel,  including  commission,  and 
azclnding  the  transportation ;  and  9*  per  barrel  fbr 
transporUticm  from  Caledoma  to  Bufilo,  when  it  ap- 
pean  by  docoment  Nou  16  that  transportation  was  of- 
fsved  to  you  from  OaMonia  to  Bvttdt  fiw  any  quantf^ 
o£  flour  at  93  per  band. 

8d.  Yon  have  introdneedet^icKrf'letten  purporting 
to  have  been  wiittni  by  Midud  T.  Simpson  to  you, 
and  dMed  the  S8th  of  November,  the  4tb,  the  7tb,  and 
13th  of  December,  1813,  and  your  answer  of  the  6Uk  of 
DMamber,  1813,  as  evidence  of  a  oonbract  with  Mr. 
ffimpaon.  The  original  letters  are  notwitii  the  papers 
referred  to  the  committee,  who  have  been  nnable  to  ob- 
tain them  from  the  War  or  Treasury  Department. 
The  copies  of  the  letters  of  the  2Bth  of  November  and 
4th  of  December,  1813,  az«  in  yoor  handwriting :  can 
the  original  letters  be  prodoeed  1 

4th.  Miehael  T.  Kmpson  purchased  other  articles, 
to  wit,  com,  hay,  oats,  ftc,  amounting,  ioclnsiTe  of 
his.  flour  account,  to  961,193;  and  it  is  alleged,  but 
apt  yet  in  proof,  Uiat  one  of  the  articles,  to  wit,  the 
enn,  was  purchased  by  him  for  much  lees  than  the 
prices  charged  by  him. 

6th.  You  have  produced  two  receipts  from  Daniel 
Mowry.  one  for  $509  60,  dated  6th  of  Deeamber,  1813, 
and  one  fi>r  $383  SO.  dated  the  SOtli  of  Deeembw, 
IBiS ;  and  it  appears,  by  reference  to  the  settlement 
made  by  thewagonmasterof  General  Tannehill's  l»ig- 
ade  of  Fenn^Ivania  militia,  that  Daniel  Mowry  was 
attached  to  the  said  brigade  as  a  teamster,  and  was 
paid  by  the  public  at  the  rale  of  94  per  day  op  to  the 
30th  of  December,  1813;  and  from  a  letter  wntten  by 
General  Tannehill,  and  addressed  to  the  late  Aeoonnt- 
ant  ot  the  War  Departmei^  the  oortaetneis  ef  the 
wlude  transaction  nay  be  questioned. 

6th.  Yon  charge  die  United  States  with  $876,  paid 
to  Michael  T.  Simpson  Iwdw  hire  of  three  large  wag- 
ons fimn  the  9tb  to  the  31st  of  Mardi,  both  days  inclu- 
aive,  and  $316,  as  paid  to  said  Simpson  for  the  hire  of 
dnee  large  teams  from  the  1st  to  the  IStb  of  April, 
1818,  both  days  inclnsive ;  and  by  Morgan  Lewis's  let- 
ter to  yon  <tf  the  Sd  of  March,  1818,  in  answer  to  a  let- 
ter aduiowledged  to  have  been  received  from  yon  oi 
Um  34Ui  of  the  preceding  mmith,  it  aniosra  that  tiw 
aame  toains  wita  pwhsaad  by  yon  at  $1,716,  in 
mujf  U18,  fiem  Mkbaol  T.  mmfmu. 
.  7m.  In  the  aettleoMttt  eryenr  aoeennti,  yon  pn- 
liitt'  aeainst  the  late  Go^tr^  of  tte  IVoamiy 
proceeding  to  a  decisieu  on  yonr  accounts,  because,  as 
yoo  state  in  your  protest,  your  papers  are  irregularly 
tendered,  were  mntdaled,  and  robbed  of  part  of  the 
docaments.  This  chai^  made  by  you  is  not  supported 
ky  evidence,  ot  aocoapanied  by  any  specification  of  the 
docametUs  alleged  to  have  been  mutilated  or  taken 
avmy* 

Yoa  wiH  say  whether  er  not  n  poatpensment  to  the 
nrat  nasHon  of  Congnsa  wiU  enaNa  yen  to  introduce 
•fUeiice  exphitaiag  Aim  pointi,  and  apidll^  iriiBt  evi- 


dence you  expect  to  be  aUe  to  procure  in  explanation 
of  each  point.   Yoor  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  McKES. 

J  AMIS  TaoMAS,  Esq. 

Wasbihstoh,  April  17,  1816. 
Sin:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  ISth  instant, 
I  have  to  sUte  to  you  that  if,  from  the  partial  teetimooy 
whidi  may  be  before  the  committee,  or  from  the  mie- 
represenutions  of  those  who  are  interested  in  calum- 
niating me,  the  transactions  to  which  yon  have  referred 
should  be  involved  in  any  mystery,  I  can  produce 
abundant  evidenoo  to  rMnove  it.  But,  as  all  pepea 
relating  to  dioae  transactions  are  now  in  the  Distiiot  ef 
Maine,  (the  place  of  my  rendenee.)  whither  they  were 
sent  on  the  final  adjuatment  of  my  accounts  with  the 
Government,  and  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  call  per- 
sons who  were  on  the  spot  and  acquainted  with  the 
facts  to  give  information  on  such  points  as  may  tppear 
doubtful,  it  is  impossible  that  a  full  investigation  can 
behadduringthepresentsessionofCongress.  Ipledge 
myself,  however,  if  time  and  oppmtanity  be  allowed 
me,  to  disprove  completely  every  charge  of  naud  or 
unfairness  which  may  be  altcged  or  insinuated  against 

With  respect  to  the  original  tetters  for  which  you 
inquire,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  can  prove  them  to 
have  been  exhibited  at  the  offices  of  the  Accountant 
of  the  War  Department  and  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury.  Indeed,  no  copies  were  produced  by  me,  ^ 
which  the  originals  were  not  also  ezhilnted.  But,  if 
the  originals  in  question  cannot  now  be  found,  I  can 
prove  satis&ctorily  the  correctness  of  the  copies.  On 
this  occasion,  it  may  be  proper  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  feet,  that,  since  the  calumnies  sgainst  me  have 
been  abroad,  my  accusers  end  others  Intereated  have 
had  access  to  all  the  papers  relating  to  my  accounts, 
dbc,  in  the  Register's  office. 

The  oomplaiot  to  which  yoa  allude,  as  having  bee* 
made  1^  me  to  the  late  Oomptr^er  of  the  Treasniy, 
of  the  mutilation  of  my  aeeovnis,  I  can  substantiate. 

Year  letter  eontains,  I  presume,  all  the  subjects  on 
which  the  oommittee  require  any  evidence  or  expla- 
nation.  -  Bnt,  as  Mr.  Simmons  has  endeavored  to  give- 
the  impreasion  that  his  dedsion  on  my  accounts  was 
sanctioned  1^  the  Treasury,  I  do  most  unequivocally 
deny  that  my  acooants  were,  as  he  asset'ts,  ever  findly 
settled  Uie  lata  officers  of  the  Treasaiy  on  any 
appad  from  meiW  that  any  bdance  was  stm^  against 
me  by  them.  On  tiia  contrary,  my  accounts  remained- 
open,  in  oensequeoee  of  the  snapenrions  made  by  Mr. 
Sunmoos,  nntU  they  were  findly  settled  by  his  sue-' 
ccasn,  whoae  decision  was  confirmed  by  the  Gomp- 
troUer. 

I  have  already  told  you  that,  when  I  first  beard  or 
tiia  appointment  of  yonr  oommittee,  I  vras  at  Pittsburg, 
on  my  way  ftnn  the  Lakes  to  this  aW,  on  bunnsM 
eoDMeted  with  the  eontraot  in  which  I  was  engage* 
wiA  the  OeverameBt  for  anbdsting  the  troops,  Ac.  In 
the  Midtigan  eonntiy,  and  wUdi  requires  my  speedy 
return.  Sboe  my  arrival,  I  have  lost  no  time  in  pre- 
senting myself  befere  yoa,  and  making  such  represent- 
ations as  appeared  necessary.  And  it  remains  fbr  dw 
committee  to  determine  whether  they  will  proceed  at 
once  in  the  inquiry  with  the  imperfect  evideace  whi(A 
can  now  be  had,  or  will  defer  it  until  all  the  testimony 
which  the  case  admits  may  be  laid  before  them. 
I  an,  sir,  yonr  obedient  SBivan^ 

JAKES  THOHA& 
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April,  I8f9, 


WABHivsToa  Cm,  4pni  IS»  1616. 
Sis:  Tow  Utter «fth*  17^1  iniUnt  wm  tUs  taara- 
ing  Md  befcn  ibi  eonmittee  to  whom  yoor  accoonU 
have  been  referred,  and  I  am  iMtracted  by  llw  con- 
nitteeto  reqneit  you  to  iDfonn  the  eomiDittee  wheAer 
or  not  yon  ntve  soy  papen  or  other  evidenee  relating 
to  Aa  peiate  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  IQth  iiutant 
lAiahhianot  been  ptodocedto  the  War  or  Treacory 
Sapartaent,  aD4  it  yon  have,  than  I  have  to  reqaeat 
ya«  ta  atata  ifiaaiAoatty  what  that  avMence  ie. 

Kiam  yottr  uwmr  to  my  letter  of  dke  Ifidi  tostant, 


pm  piedga  yawautf  ta  preva  the  matBation  of  your 
,aMthfn" 


I  roUm  cownittad  on  tbam  io  part, 
wrataM-  io  yow  prateit  nlad  miA  tha  lata  CJoMptzoUer 
•f  tike  Ttmtuy.  Ton  abo  itata  Aat  Ae  original 
hMen  iriiieh  Jpanad  between  yon  and  Midiael  T. 
■inpMNi  wete  uad  nith  dw  aeeawliog  offieera  of  the 
W»  and  Tteeawy  I>epaitme«t.  Aa  the  evidence 
■■Uttng  ta  theaa  petoti  maat  be  in  the  city,  the  c«b>- 
■ante  witt  hear  any  taatimony  yoo  may  thinh  pteper 
t»  intaodaae  to  Aem  this  avaoiag  at  its  e'eloefc,  In  Indr 
aMinittea  raeai,  whasa  yon  inH  attend. 

Tovrmoil  obatfen^ 

8AKUEI.  McKEE. 

N.  B.  WQI  yon  return  to  me  the  original  letter  to 
-yott  of  the  16th  inatan^  and  thio  lattar  aleo,  aa  I  have 
Ml  tine  to  e»7  tham  1 

Jaku  TmwkB,  Eaf. 


ittorogatoria  ttaied  to  Jama  Thonuu  bff  the 
mittee  to  whom  hia  aeamtiU  vert  rtferrti,  m  kU 
a^Ueationfor  apostpmemmi  <^a  decuton  tia 
eommittet  to  the  next  asdoa  qf  Congreu. 
<tnMtion  1.  If  tin*  is  alloieod  yon,  do  y«a  beliiM 
joaoan  tbew  that  the  2^206  bvrale  of  flout  daliveMd 
to  you  tiy  Michael  T.  8inwi«n  at  GaladenU  and  Ba- 
tan*  did  netaaUy  coet  lud  Siarpaon,  dalivamd  at  the 
nh— ■  ■(hwaaid,  mora  than  <B  7«  per  banal,  and  that 
Um  oeet  to  Simpaon  wan  naar  or  abont  the  piieea 
,ahaig«d  by  nid  Simpaon  ;  a«d  do  yen  expect  ta  «■- 
tnUiah  the  ftcU  'aibreaaid  by  the  reoaipta  or  testimony 
of  the  persoiu  &om  vhom  Siaipoen  mooe  thepnidiaaa 
itf  the  Beuf  1 

Aoawer  by  Jamee  Thomaa.  I  sipeet  la  show  ifart 
«Qcb  of  it  waa  dalivand  at  CnlailBnia  and  Batana-  to 
by  Miahaal  T.  8iapaMi»  al  nrnaar  the  piiee  wUA 
itaost  him  dalivaiad  at  Catadonia  and  Batnnn;  aad  i 
o^oet  to  pMve  these  facta  ^ytlw  testimony  ofperaoM 
wiumaaid  tfinpaoDparchwad  the  and  that 
tha  ttnnsaction  was  a  tiur  ona> 

Qaettinn  8.  Caayos  ehnw  that  the  raleof  9«pOT 
bairel,  diarged  for  transporting  630  barrels  of  flnnr 
ftom-  Caledonia  to  BaAifh  «aa  nM  higher  than  the 
wal  plica  at  tha  tima  tt      eONtad ! 

JuUKWtt  I  OMi 

QBSMienS.  Can  yen  ihaw  that  tha  te—pnrehMiii 
ieun  Micbasl  T.  aiaqfwm  waw  oatMUy  and  bmtM/kU 
pntchased  by  yoa  on  tha  Ifitb  day  af  April,  and 
not  on  the  24th  of  Febmaxy,  h  it  would  aeem  they 
ware  by  the  letter  of  Morgan  Lewis  af  the  Sd  of 
March,  t&131 

Anawec  I  can  shew  that  the  teams  man  aetnaHy 
and  bona  fide  pnrchased  on  the  iBth  of  April,  1818, 
and  not  babia  that  tim^  when  I  paid  for  tbam. 

<)ueettaQd.  Can  yon  mahaiiappaai  thitfthe  ac> 
oonnt  rendered  by  Michael  t.  Bimpeos  for  hay,  eats, 
aom,anda*«r  aitieUedeliTered  toyon,costhlm  the 


pvoea  whieh  ha  diavtatba  Dmlad  StatoafivAa  i 
and  which  is  paU  bgryW;  and  that  tha  pttaaa  eC 
■aid  artialse,  at  Ae  timn  of  diair  defiwiy  to  ym,  -mmm 
reaaanaUel 

Answer.  I  can  aufca  it  nppanr  Ant  tba  artiate 
mentjenad  wera  dehveaed  at  or  near  the  cost  to  mil 
Simpaon,  and  that  tha  prioas  diargad  fcr  thmn  wum 
veasaaaUe. 

QoestMB  h.  Can  you  aooeont  for  tha  pddia  pm^ 
eitr  eo  parditsed  and  pud  for  t 

Answer.  I  can,  with  canactacM  and  ease. 

Question  lb  Can  yon  make  it  ^pest  that  the  msMy 
reodptod  for  by  Daniel  Mowsy,  wae  actnally  p^  to 
him  nr  anwwa  pMimad  Ivy  hhB  1 

AnawML  IcanmdBeft^psarlbatlanwIoyadtaaaa 
ofPhii^nDdBami  Mawry  totnmiparttkaflanrnMV- 
tioned  in  the  receipt,  end  that  the  sewiee  waa  pa» 
formed;  and  tha  raceipt  is  itielf  tha  evidanae  fty- 
mant.  And  with  resud  to  Mawry'e  Tuniring  pay  at 
Ae  aaaa  time  froa*  ii»  Unitod  Stateei  I  aan  amJy  wt^ 
I  knew  aettdncof  tha  facL 

JAMES  THMCAa. 
WASHn«nmr»  Apnl  U,  UlC 

Strntuition  far  tw^pieem  of  mtitfin  onilfm  got- 
Imu  ofiramdj/for  the  uet  qf  UU  geneni  toepttat 

IS  pieces  mnalin.  (l>iipBnell.> 
10  gallons  bnindy* 

flagatotn  Hnawiai,  EoMunarajr,  Yt., 

S^temAer,  11,  MU. 
S» :  The  Hck  and  wonndod  an  bonr^  coming  i» 
from  Pietteb  Bi  g,  and  I  am  deatitate  of  bandagea  to  drenw 
their  woands,  and  of  funds  to  pudMae.  Altlwnsl&, 
this  raqnest  mt^  ha  ont  af  tha  oiAnary  connv  af  »- 
pficntiai,  yoa  wmild  nndn  aa  jnA^enaableoefwe 
riiaialiliiM  ihi  rtiiiii  iiliiilii 

HSimilUNTT, 

OoL  JMBaTaeaas, 

^apftwaailMr  Ommml. 

BwDwnH,  Vm        iX  Ml*. 

Baoaimd  tha  wUUa  twebm  pteeeaof  wwUn  laitato 
gaUono  af  hnady,  for  tha.«a  of  gene*^  hoapiuL 
BBN&T  BONIT 

1814.  Fox  10  laeoea  India  o>ttoa,  at  $5  -«M  M 
Far  Spieeealndia  cotton*  at  -ISM 
For  10  gaJlcaa  CegBac  hMadft  at«8  -  a»  «» 

Received  of  JMMOtTboaiaiv  (Wonal  and  Qnatw* 
niMler  Ocaaol*  ninMwa  fiMiHj  in  Ml  foa  A* 
sho»eaeaeqa»hwiMW|iw*J'ip*ue*n»iiii*|i»i  *  ""'ft' 

SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

The  Heuae  ihea  took  uivtbe  r^orr  af  th*  Goa»- 
mittee  of  tht  Whole  on  the  Ml  prwidin;  fer  Aa 
nHHTC  effcotanl  eelteetiott  of  the  paUia  revenaet 
in  tha  hnwflil  OMMey  of  the  eoantry. 

Mr.  Calhoun  withdrew  theaneodmcBt  which 
h«  proposed  to  the  biit  for  the  twaa  of  Twttary 
notes. 

Mr.  Baiiiug-g  Aea  vfimtf  the  Mimriaf  yn- 
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viMj  to  eom*  is  at  the  end  of  Um  first  seciivn; 
which  was  adopted  bjr  the  House  by  a  Urge 
najort; : 

Promdad,  nnertheUu,  Tbat  nothing  in  tbia  act 
contained  ihall  be  eonstrned  as  an  inJemnitr  or  joati- 
fication  to  an^  offi«er  or  atent  of  the  Govennnent,  far 
mny  negliffance  or  ntiaeondnet  in  the  ptat  or  ftOan 
omaction*  and  rooaiptaof  paUio  moneys.** 

A  metioB  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Wabb,  of 
Massaehusets,  further  to  amend  the  same,  by  in- 
serting the  fellowiag  section  ; 

**  And  be  H  Jimiber  maded.  That  ia  all  cases  in 
nftieb  the  revenaeofthe  1Tniteil8trtea,inaii]r  aeetitm 
ttwMi;  shaH  be  leeelTed  fai  the  bUb  of  anj  Slate, 
lAich  St  ^  ttoae  of  lecsiviBg  tbem  are  of  leia 
valtw  than  tiuii  neninal  sum  in  Treasury  notes,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  who  receiree  said  biUa 
ti»  moirs  the  peiaon  who  pays  the  same^  to  maks  a 
dlaepwt  thenott,  e^oal:  te  aaoh  diftreaee  in  Talae ; 
anil  it  shall  be  the  de^  of  <iu«h  o0asr  to  render  his  ac- 
owBt  under  oath^  as  to  the  aaienat  of  such  djsoonnt." 

This  section,  after  much  discassiou,  was  re- 
Mtied  by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  10,  nays  100,  as 
ibllowa: 

Tbas — Messrs.  Hals,  Hanson,  IQag  of  North  Caro> 
Ima.  Marsh,  Mason,  N^sen  of  Maeiaehosetts,  N«ye% 
Stearns,  Strong,  and  Waid  of  Maseachosetts. 

Nato— Meem.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Ardur,  Ather* 
tM>  Ttm*  Batbevt  Batena%  Bennett.  Betts,  Bmd- 
boiy,  Breokearidf  e,  Brodt%  Biyan,  (^y,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Uham>elil,CiUey,  ClartaD,  Clendennio,  Ck^ 
toiu  Coadiet,  Cooper,  Crawfosd,  Craightoa,  Cxocheron, 
Cul  [paper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha, 
Bdwsrda,  Forney,  Qaaton,  Glasgow,  ChildalwroBgh, 
OiifBa,  Orosrenor,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heis- 
tar,  Henderson,  Herbert,  Huger,  Hungerford,  Ingham, 
Irwin  of  Pennnlnnia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Langdon,  Law,  i>ewis.  Love,  Lovett,  Lumpkin,  Lyle, 
Lyon,  Marrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mifakor, 
Meeeley,  Mnrfiee,  Nebon  of  Tiiginia,  Newtra,  Parrls, 
Vkkering,  Pitkin,  Pleaaants,  Randol^  Reed,  Roane, 
■obertson,  Root,  Rngglee,  SsTage,  Sdienck,  Shefliy, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Soothard,  Stuart,  Taylor  of  Sonth 
OwoHaa,  Telfotr.  lltnKHp,  Tndter,  Toee^  Wallaee, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Whitaaide,  Wikex,  Wilkin, 
WiHbma,  WiUDugfaby,  Thomaa  Wfbw,  WilUatt  WU- 
aoBt  Woodward,  Wright,  and  Tatas. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Mason,  for- 
tb«r  to  aneod  the  said  bill  by  ineertiog  therein 
the  fbllowiag  section: 

*'Jbtd  be  itftitihvr  eaaetedt  That,  to  establish  uui- 
imai^  m  the  ptwaoit  of  duties  and  taxoawidiin  the 
1Mt«d  Slates,  the  Seaalarr  of  the  Treasniy  sbaU 
Cmhwitfa  oMse  to  be  pubHshed,  in  we  w  more  news- 
Mjpars  In  each  State  and  Tnrilory,  a  Hsl  of  all  the 
haaka  vithia  the  United  States,  the  note*  of  wfakfa 
ara  thereaitar  to  be  reeeived  in  their  reepeetive  distrioU 
i»  payment  ef  dntiee,  tazae,  and  other  debte  due  to  the 
UutedStateat  and  any  debtor  oT  the  United  States 
Wnft  ajrtil  the  said  81«  day  ol  Deeamber  nest,  at  hie 
daotian,  pay  the  aaioont  ai  any  dntiee,  tibes,  or  other 
dibladaa  and  payalde  te  the  United  States  in  TrM* 
au^  notes,  or  in  tbs  nolsa  af  any  ef  the  said  banks 
vntil  notice  shall  bo  giwa  fmm  the  Treasury  Depart* 
ment  that  each  notea  are  not  received  in  diachaigo  of 
any  debts  doe  to  the  United  Statee  within  the  distoicts 
vharera«hbwksat0isqp«otival^ait«ated:  Frotidedt 


nevwtiuieatt  That  no  eeUeetov,  er  other  officer  eria* 
ceivei  of  moneys  due  to  the  United  States,  shsll  re> 
ceiv^  in  payment  of  was  diUy,  tax,  bond,  obtigatiDn, 
or  ether  wnand,  which,  according  to  the  terms  ttienih 
or  the  proviHons  of  law,  shall  not  be  due  and  pn'- 
able  before  tbe  said  31st  day  of  December  aex^tioa 
notes  of  any  bank  or  banker  which,  at  the  tinteof  soeh 
payment,  shall  not  be  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in 
current  gold  and  silver  coin." 

And  the  cjuestioa  thereon  being  takea,  it  inu 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  32,  uays  86,  as 
I'ollows : 

Tus — Measn.  Atberton,  Boes,  Breckenridge,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Cady,  Chipman,  Cilley,  Colpeper,  Forney,  Gas* 
ton,  Hale,  Jewett,  Langdon,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mason, 
Mnrfree,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Ni^es,  Ferris,  Pick- 
ering, ntkin.  Reed,  Root,  Rugglea,  Steamy  Strong, 
yose,  Wasd  of  MassachassUa,  Webstar,  aad  Wibn. 

NAXs-^Meanrs.  Adgate,  Aloxaader,  Asdiar,  Basr, 
BariMU-,  Baasstt,  Batnnan,  Bennett,  Bstis,  Bn^ 
bury.  Brooks,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cbai^ion.  Clayton, 
Clendennin,  Cbpton,  Ceojper,  Crawibrd,  CmimM, 
Crocheron,  Cuthbert,  Darfangton,  Davenport,  Destask 
Edwards,  Ooldsboroogh,  G^n,  Grosveaor,  Hahn, 
Ball,  BaadlB»  Bawes,  Heisler,  Henderson,  Herbert, 
Hoger,  Hnagesfcsd,  fiagbem,  lorin  ^  Pennsylvania, 
Johnson  of  Tirgi^  Johnscm  of  Kenladty,  Kent^ 
King  ef  North  CarolBa,  Law,  Lewb,  hata,  LomU, 
Lumpkin,  Lyla>  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kaar' 
tucky,  aiiddlaton*  MUnor,  Moseley,  Nelaoo  of  Viigjp 
nia,  Newtu^  Qrmab^,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Potvelt 
Randobb,  Reyndds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Savi^ 
Schenck,  Sha^,  Smith  of  Maiybnd,  Southard, 
Stuart,  Stnrgea,  T^lor  of  South  Carolina.  Talfiib, 
Thioop,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York,  White- 
side, Wilkin,  Williams,  WUloughby,  Thomas  Wiboo, 
William  WOson,  Woodward,  Wrighl,  and  Tates. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  BAc.  Hahoih,  that 
the  said  bill  be  postponed  udefinitelr  i  whicli, 
aAer  a  good  deal  of  debate,  was  determmed  la  the 
□egative— yeas  4^  nays     as  follows: 

Yus— Msssis.  Adgate,  Afcber,  Basiv  BausM, 
Betts,  Brooks,  Clayton,  Ckipton,  Cooper,  CnmMk 
Crocheron,  Cnlpeper,  Dariington,  Fmtey,  QastMi 
Hahn,  Hardin,  Irwin  ef  Pennsylvania,  Law,  Lewi% 
Lovett,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Mason,  Milnor,  Morfree,  Newton, 
Randi^h,  Roan^  Boot,  Savage,  Shefiey,  Smith  of 
Maryland, Southard, Throop,  Wallace,  WardttfMaassr 
chosetts,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Williams,  WiOoaghby, 
^iHiam  Wilstm,  Wii^  and  Yates. 

Nats  Messrs.  Alexander,  Atberton,  Barbour,  Baa* 
sett,  Bateman,  Boas,  Bradbury,  Bryan,  Cady,  OM- 
weU,  Calhean,  Oham^n,  Cbipmmi,  Cilley,  Cbnden- 
■in,  Cidghtoa,  Cuthbert,  Dei^  Gdwanls,  Griffin, 
Gresream-,  Hale,  HeU*  HeistOT,  Hager,  Hungeifcrd, 
Ingham,  iewsU,  Johnson,  of  Tirgbua,  Jolmsoa  ef 
KsotQcky,  Kent,  Kiag  of  NorA  CaroUna,  Langdon, 
Tjovs,  Lnmpkin,  Marsh,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  ef 
Kentucky,  Middleton,  Moeeley,  Nelsoo  of  MsssaAn- 
setle^  Ormsby,  Penis,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Plaasams, 
Reed^  R^naid«  Robertson,  RoggleihSdMnck,  Shaqrsk 
Strong,  Storges,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  TeUi»i 
Tucker,  Voee,  Wardof  New  York,  Webster,  Wilsox, 
Thomaa  Wilson,  and  Woodward. 

Mr.  Hall,  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.— Rejected. 

Mr.  RiYJfOLDB  tiien  moved  tiiat  tbe  Hoiuk 
reconsider  their  f  ote  wluch  adopted  tbe  niMnd- 
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neat  proposed  by  Mr.  BBADBUkT.— lUjected  if 
a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Inohah  then  mored  fanheT  to  amend  tbe 
said  bill,  by  sirikiDg  out  "  31si  dajr  of  December 
Bcx^**  and  to  insert  "  31st  dajr  of  January  next," 
as  the  time  after  which  the  pajrment  of  duties, 
lazes,  debts,  &c.,  owing  to  the  United  States 
will  be  demanded  in  specie  made  current  bj  Uv, 
or  in  Treasury  notes.  The  amendment  was  nega- 
tired  without  a  dirisiou. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  en|rrossiog  the 
•bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows :  For  engrossing  57,  against  46. 

TaonsDAT,  April  25. 

Hr.  Root,  from  the  committee  splinted  on 
the  19lh  of  Januarjr  last,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
oopper  and  small  stlrercoiu  of  the  United  States, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolu- 
tion therein  contained  was  concurred  in  bjr  the 
.  House,  as  follows:  « 

JI«sofc«^  That  it  if  inaxpedienl  to  rednoe  die  weiilkt 
or  finensM  of  the  c^per  and  small  silver  eoins  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Baitoii,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  on  tbe  1st  instant,  tbe  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
relating  to  Indian  trade,  made  a  report  thereon; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill "  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States 
ibr  the  year  1816,"  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-day. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to  tbe 
bill  '-authorizing  the  payment  for  tbe  court- 
house of  Hapailton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was 
read,  and  concnrred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
Mil  **for  the  relief  of  the  superTisors  of  the 
county  of  Clinton,  in  tbe  State  of  New  York," 
was  read,  and  concurred  In  by  tbe  House. 
"  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  bare  passed  bills  from  this  House 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross,  and 
Saitiuel  Bceek,  surviving  executors  of  John  Ross, 
deceased ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Manasseh  Minor ; 

An  act  to  fix  the  commissions  of  tbe  collectors 
of  the  direct  tax  and  ioternal  duties,  and  to  re- 
Tire  and  continue  in  force  "An  act  further  to 
provide  for '  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
Md  tonoase;" 
■  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pant  D.  Butler  i 

An  net  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrar,  Wil- 
Itam  Young,  William  Moseley,  and  William 
Lneh; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Lenox  Tru- 
dean ;  and 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  William  Crawford, 
Frederick  Bates,  and  William  Qarrard;  with 
anwudments,  in  which  ihey  ask  the  eonearrenee 
of  this  House. 


The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sesata  to 
the  bills,  entitled. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross,  nntf 
^mael  Brack,  surriring  executors  of  John  Ross, 
deceased ; 

An  net  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Liannx  Tra- 
deaa ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrar,  Wil- 
liam Young,  William  Moseley,  and  WiUJam 
Leach; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler ; 

An  act  to  fix  the  commissions  of  the  eolleetocs 
of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  to  re- 
Tire  and  continue  in  force  an  act  further  to  pn»- 
ride  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  importt  and 
tonnage;  were  read,  and  aerorally  eoaeomd  in 
by  tbe  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Crawford,  Fred- 
erick Bates,  and  William  Oanard,"  were  read, 
and  comioitted  to  a  Committee  U  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Manasseh 
Minor,"  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  CooHnit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

SPECIE  PATMENTS. 

The  engrossed  bill  proriding  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual  collection  of  the  public  revenues  in  the 
lawful  money  of  the  coantry,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  question  staled,  ''Siiall  the  bill 
pass?" 

Mr.  Wbiqbt  rose  and  spoke  as  follows :  Mr. 
Speaker,  before  this  bill  shall  be  jpat  on  its  pas- 
sage, and  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  the  real  guar- 
dians of  the  people,  I  must  claim  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  while  1  do  detect  and  expose  its 
direful  operation  and  effect  on  the  Amttieaa  peo- 
ple—that people  who  hare  so  lately  crowned 
tbemselTcs  with  laur^  and  corered  the  oatioct 
with  glor^.  Sir,  I  will  show  that  it  is  fraufht 
with  partiality,  with  ingratitude,  with  iiijusttee. 
and  with  cruelty  ;  and,  if  passed  into  a  law,  and 
attempted  to  be  enforced,  may  lead  to  the  most 
serious  and  dangerous  consequences.  Sir,  it  was 
hut  a  short  time  ago  when  this  nation  was  co- 
erced into  a  bloody  foreign  war  to  arenge  ha 
wrongs,  and  contemporaneously  threatened  with 
a  serious  domestic  insurrection,  baring  for  iu  ob- 
ject the  severance  of  this  Union ;  whea  the  pat- 
riotism of  every  American  was  in  requisition; 
and  when  the  ranks  were  invoked  by  their  patri- 
otism to  lend  their  money  (the  siuews  of  war) 
to  save  the  sinking  credit  of  their  bleediBg  coau- 
try.  And,  sir,  can  we  ever  efiace  from  recoUee- 
tion  the  promptitude  with  which  the  frieodly 
banks  advanced  their  moneys  on  loan  to  the .  lut- 
tion,  so  as  to  greatly  afflict  «Ad  derange  their  own 
concerns;  whereby  the  sinews  of  war  were  sup- 
l^ed,  the  drtwpiog  spirits  of  an  exhausted  Treas- 
ury raised,  a  patriot  Army  and  Navy  fed  and 
clothed,  and  a  glorious  war  brought  to  a  glorious 
conclusion  by  the  instrumentality  of  these  friend- 
ly banks  and  the  noble  exertions  of  tbe  American 
peoide.  Nor,  sir,  can  w«  forget  the  conduct  of 
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the  Opposiiion  in  the  Bast  to  prerent  the  Eastern 
banks  from  lending  their  money,  nor  its  effect. 
And  although,  sir,  it  is  an  unquestionable  &ct 
that  in  the  proportion  that  these  friendlf  banks 
extended  iheit  kmns  to  the  nation,  in  the  same 
ratio  they  paralysed  their  own  means  to  resame 
specie  payments,  and  io  the  same  ratio  they  are 
now  to  be  sacrificed  on  the  alur  of  ia^titnde ; 
while  the  Eastern  banks  withbeU  their  money 
from  the  nation,  and  retained  all  their  means  to 
cootinne  or  resame  specie  payment^  and  whose 
friends  on  this  floor  are  now  goading  the  Admin- 
istration on  this  sabject,and  cDdearoring  to  wreak 
their  TCQseance  (by  the  passage  of  this  bill)  on 
the  friendly  banu  for  saving  the  sinking  credit  of 
the  nation,  which  the  Eastern  banks,  by  with- 
holding their  loans  endeavored  to  destroy. 

Sir,  do  not  we  discover  the  hand  and  spirit  of 
persecQiion  in  this  business?  And  can  we  be  at 
a  loss,  with  this  evidence  before  our  eyes,  to  dis- 
cover the  cause?  or  to  far  lull  to  sleep  our  patri- 
otism and  magnanimity  as  to  become.aeeomplices 
in  the  fell  and  Qnkiod  stroke  meditated  at  these 
friendly  banks? 

Sir,  I  cannot,  in  josticfl  to  the  banks  of  Mary- 
tand,  withhold  the  prideful  remark  that  her  banks 
advanced  more  money  to  the  United  States  than 
the  banks  of  any  other  State  in  (be  Union;  nor 
can  withhold  m^  utmost  exertions  to  protect  these 
banks  from  the  injury  which  the  adoption  of  thia 
bill  will  ioeviiablv  impose. 

Sir,  that  this  bill  is  frsogbt  with  partiality  can 
any  man  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  affirm,  when 
be  observes  the  different  bearing  it  will  have  on 
the  banks  that  did,  and  did  not,  loan  their  money, 
to  resume  specie  payments;  and  when  the  fact  is 
not  only  well  known,  but  admitted,  that,  in  the 
ratio  of  their  loans,  their  powers  to  resume  spe- 
cie paymeots  are  arrested  1  I  have  also  charged 
this  bill  with  being  fraught  with  ingratitude.  Sir, 
we  all  recollect  the  glow  of  approbation  which 
fill^  the  patriot's  bMom  at  the  time  of  these 
loans.  The  awful  crisis  was  avened  by  the  lous 
ascribed  to  the  patiioiism  of  these  bank^  whieh 
a  traitorous  Baslern  pen  endeavored  in  vain  to 
arrest,  and  that  gloom  that  the  ezhatisted  state  of 
the  Treasury  imposed  on  patriots  was  entirely 
dispelled.  And  can  an  American  friendly  to  the 
liberties  of  his  country  say  that  to  join  the  East- 
ern persecution  of  these  friendly  banks  in  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  would  not  be  the  blackest  ingrati- 
tude to  those  banks?  But,  however  Republics 
may  have  been  famed  for  ingratitude,  I  trust  the 
American  Republic  will  not,  on  this  occasion, 
suffer  the  foul  siain  to  pollute  her  fair  fame.  I 
have  thus  shown  that  this  bill,  as  it  related  to  tbs 
banks,  was  partial  and  ungrateful.  1  will  now 
show,  that,  as  it  Kliies  both  to  the  banks  and  the 
people,  that  this  bill  is  both  najust  and  croeL 

Sir,  it  is  a  fiict  of  record  that  these  friendly 
banks  were  obliged  to  sospeod  specie  payments 
to  avoid  the  whole  qteeie  of  the  country  being 
drained  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  whose 
agents  were  everywhere  to  be  found  oecopied  in 
tbat  bukiness;  and  that,  however  perilous  it  was 
to,the  cvedit  of  these  institation^  meemif ,  grow* 
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ing  out  of  the  war,  beyond  their  control,  com- 
pelled the  directors  of  those  banks  lo  the  measure, 
which  was  not  only  approved  by  every  patriot  in 
America,  but  by  the  Qovernment  itself.  Nor  were 
the  Eastern  banks,  who  did  not  suspend  specie 
payments,  freed  from  the  suspicion  of  being  ac- 
tuated by  motives  the  very  reverse  of  those  which 
induced  the  friendly  banlis  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
meots. Sir,  from  the  moment  the  banks  uupend- 
ed  specie  payments  there  was  a  general  nnder- 
sunaiog  tbat  in  all  the  moneyed  transactions  of 
this  country,  the  bank  paper  was  to  be  paid  and 
received  io  fulfilment  of  the  contracts,  although 
it  was  well  known  that  specie  would  not  be  paid 
on  demand,  agreeably  to  the  express  tenor  of  the 
notes,  and  theve  was  a  certainty  that  a  deprecia- 
tion would  ensue.  The  contracts  of  the  citizens 
were  made  and  executed  understai^diogly  in  this 
paper,  by  universal  consent,  and  the  price  of  the 
article  bought  and  sold  was  knowingly  and  in- 
tentionally valued  by  this  new  standard,  so  that 
let  the  positive  letter  of  the  law  be  even  admitted 
to  compel  the  payment  of  specie  aa  the  only  cur- 
rent money,  yet,  where  by  universal  eonsent  iu 
circulation  was  sospended,  tbat  could  not  be  tha 
case,  OmvcTUio  vincit  Uget.  *'  The  agreement 
the  party  makes  the  law  ;**  and  it  would  be  on- 
just  to  compel  a  man  whose  agreement  was  made 
after  the  suspension  of  specie  psyments,  and  with 
an  understanding  that  it  was  to  be  paid  io  bask 
paper,  to  compel  the  payment  in  specie. 

Sir,  it  is  a  fact  lhB^  from  the  welt  known  small 
quantity  of  specie  in  circulation  in  this  country, 
it  is  impossible  for  the  banks  to  assume  the  pay- 
ment at  this  time;  and  every  commercial  man 
knows,  that,  while  the  balance  of  trade  is  against 
us,  the  specie  of  foreign  countries  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  return  to  America.  If,  then,  from  th« 
small  gnantity  of  specie  in  this  country,  and  the 
state  ofonr  commerce  it  is  impossible  to  resume 
the  payment  of  specie  for  the  necossary  qnanlit]r 
of  circulating  medium  for  the  purposes  of  tha 
nation,  I  ask,  would  it  not  be  as  farcical  to  at- 
tempt to  coerce  it,  as  it  would  be  to  demand  of  m 
farrier  to  extract  a  certain  quantity  of  blood  from 
a  dead  horse,  when  all  his  blood  was  congealed 
in  his  veins.?  Bui,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  record 
the  fact,  that  there  is  now  in  the  bands  of  lb« 
people  upwards  of  fifty  millions  of  bank  paper, 
and  tbat  the  very  paper  that  was  loaned  by  the 
banks  to  the  Government,  and  by  the  CSovernment 
paid  to  the  people  for  their  supplies  for  the  army 
and  navy,  and  for  their  military  services,  whetbor 
that  paper  oushtnot  to  be  received  inpayment  for 
their  public  dues;  and  1  faumbly  usk,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment pass  the  bank  paper  into  the  bands  of  the 
people,  purporting  to  be  redeemable  on  demand  in 
s^ci^  whether  the  Government  are  not  thereby 
virtual  endorsers,  and  equiubly  bound  to  see  the 
engagement  performed,  or  to  take  back  the  noltf, 
as  much  as  if  it  was  counterfeit,  and  give  them  a 
good  note  for  it,  noless,  as  I  allege,  there  was  a 
mutual  understanding  that  bank  piper  was  the 
medium  of  the  contract,  and  that,  too,  without  its 
being  redeemable  in  specie  on  demand.  Bit,  I 
ask  If  a  farmer,  being  ezeeated  for  hi»  taxes  auM 


Specie  PaymenU. 


Digiltzed  by 


HISTORY  OP  COflGltESa 


H«  OP  R. 


tcftderiag  his  money  thas  recetred  from  the  Ger- 
erotteut  to  the  amoaot  of  his  taxes,  was,  by  re* 
plerin,  to  bring  this  sobjeot  fairly  before  a  court 
■■d  jury,  and  the  jary  were  speciatly  to  find  tbe 
bets,  tut  he  d4d  tender  this  money  to  tbe  amonnt 
ai  fail  taxes,  and  had  brought  the  tame  into  eonrt, 
whether  the  eourt  wonld  rua  Adjodn  him  dit- 
ebnrffcd  ?  Yea,  sir,  tbe  court  wonld^  «o  decide ; 
and  I  very  maeb  HicKoe  to  beliere,  that  if  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  tbe  champions 
of  tbis  bill,  were  charged  with  the  eolleetioa  of 
riM  public  does  in  specie  under  such  eiream- 
•fMccs,  they  would  find  themsetret  in  an  un- 
irieasant  box,  and  that  people  who  had  achiered 
flMir  iudependence  by  depoiing  a  foreign  tyrant, 
woatd  not  snbmil  to  be  despoUef  of  tbeir  prop- 
erty so  unjustly  by  domestic  oppression. 

Sir,  when  Congress  paased  tbe  Revenue  laws, 
and  imposed  the  six  million  and  three  million 
land  tax,  did  they  contemplate  the  payment  of 
•pecie  ?  No ;  tbev  knew  toe  people  bad  it  not, 
tad  of  eoorae  confd  sol  pay  it.  when  they  bor- 
rowed the  money  from  (he  banks,  and  compelled 
all  Cbe  paMie  crMiiors  to  roeeive  it  for  their  debts, 
un  it  M  poeaiUe  they  intended  to  refuse  taking 
it  back  again  from  tbe  peoj^  for  their  taxes?  I 
eaanot  conceive  tbe  Governmeot  ea[nble  of  auch 
B^itical  immorality.  Does  any  maa  doubt  that 
CoBgrest  intended  these  taxes  being  paid  Id  bank 
paper?  Nay,  has  not  tbe  conduct  of  the  Secre- 
laiy,  whose  administration  of  tbe  Treasury  De- 
partment has  been  ao  cooapicQous  for  its  iotelli- 
geneo  and  firmness,  sealed  this  construction  of 
the  taw,  by  taking  tbe  bank  paper  in  discbarge 
for  these  taxes?  Yes,  air :  and  honorable  men 
have  bean  found  on  Ibis  floor,  who  hare  insin- 
ntted  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ought 
fa  be  impeached  for  receiving  the  taxes  lo  bank 
Mtei.  I  have  diffiind  so  materialljr  from  these 

Sntlencn,  that  I  hare  no  hesitation  in  declaring, 
at  if  he  bad  exacted  ihesa  taxes  in  specie,  he 
oaght,  and  probably  would  bare  been  impeached, 
w^ea  It  was  well  known  that  Congress,  when 
thay  imposed  these  taxe^  intended  them  to  be 
paid  in  bank  paper.  The  SecreMry,  no  doubt,  by 
the  letter  of  the  Conatitution,  might  bare  consid- 
ered nothing  bat  specie  corrent  money,  and  to 
have  exacted  specie,  had  it  depended  solely  on 
the  Constitution ;  b«  when  be  knew,  by  all  tbe 
eircooiMaBees  of  the  case^  tbat  the  taxes  were 
laid,  and  intended  to  be  paid  in  bank  paper,  he 
k$4  toe  great  a  respect  for  the  principles  and  pot- 
toy  of  the  Government,  and  too  much  patriotism, 
M  bare  done  aa  act  that  would  hare  convalsed 
Ibis  Government  to  its  centre,  and  probably  bare 
ahaben  tin  Chief  Maginmte  from  his  seat ;  and 
I  advise  gentlemen  to  oe  apon  their  guard  in  tbe 
passage  of  this  bill,  lest  they  soar  the  nation,  and 
diMppoiat  the  welMonaded  hopes  of  tbe  eontem- 
plMad  soceesBOF  to  tbe  Presidential  Chair.  Sir, 
if  this  bill  shall  pan  into  a  law,  and  impose  the 
payment  of  taxes  and  public  dues  in  specie,  it 
will,  no  doubt,  hare  tbe  aame  effect  on  the  con- 
tsaets  of  citizen  and  oitiEen,and  introdacediacord 
and  oonfusioB,  and  probaUr  deatroetion  to  thoos- 
•Ms;  far  every  maa  auMknv  tbe exirenadia' 


Iress  of  tbe  people  would  labor  under,  if  (bn- 
were  compelKd  to  pay  thefr  debts  in  apeeie  at  thn 
time.  And  I  warn  gentlemen  how  they  introdtiee 
such  a  state  of  things,  as  too  sertoos  and  danger- 
ous to  be  attempted,  and  awfal  in  tbe  extreme,  as 
they  were  produced  by  tbe  war,  and  not  by  any 
fanlt  of  tbe  people.  Gendemea  will  exetiae  me 
in  reminding  tbem  of  the  contests  in  Rene,  be- 
tween the  patricians  and  plebeians,  about  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts  in  a  time  of  great  difliealty, 
and  tbe  awfnl  crisis  pmdoced  thereby;  it  facing 
no  less  than  tbe  appointment  of  tbe  firat  Dictator 
in  Rome,  who  was  clothed  with  absolute  despod): 
power,  and  who,  to  appease  tbe  plebetaos,  sos- 
pended  the  collection  oi  the  debts  doe  to  tbe  pa' 
tricisLS  for  a  limited  time.  I  ask,  if  tbendrocatet 
of  this  bill  were  pressed  cren  for  tbeir  board  ra 
specie,  how  they  could  comply  with  tfaeir  con- 
tracts? Nay,  sir,  I  oobesitaiingty  declare,  tbat  If 
tbe  boardinjh-bouses  were  to  rHast  to  board  (he 
members  but  for  specie,  it  would  force  tbe  mem- 
bers to  abandaa  their  seals.  This  single  eotni^* 
eraiioo  ought  to  satisfy  erery  man,  tbat  tbebaA 
paper  was  tbe  money  contemplated  to  be  paM  ud 
reeeired,  and  induce  him  to  mtrve  with  eavtion, 
and  not  impose  impossibilities  on  tbe  people.  Str^ 
can  we  so  soon  forget  what  is  due  to  that  people, 
whose  star-4pangl«i  bannen  hare  illnminM  both 
hemispheres,  and  whose  stripes  bare  hamUecf 
the  British  Lion,  and  compelled  bim  to  gire  up 
our  impressed  seamen,  and  subdued  the  proud 
Turk,  and  compelled  him  to  give  op  our  enslaved 
citizens,  and  reduced  to  practue  the  Eastern  gut^ 
eonade,  (for  they  voted  against  tbe  Algerine  mrj| 
"  millions  for  defence,  but  not  a  cent  for  tribnep 
and  while  the  echoing  of  our  conquering  eanaoa 
at  Chippewa,  at  Plattsberg,  at  Baltimore^  and  at 
New  Orleans,  is  yet  banging  on  tbe  ear,  aod  while 
they  recollect  their  victories  by  sea  and  Jaad  bad 
ao  raised  tbe  American  obaraeter,  that,  wiihoac 
the  aid  of  the  star  aod  garter,  a  cettiAeate 
American  ettizensfaip  is  a  passport  ime  tiie  hig'l^ 
est  circles  of  Europe  7  And  yet  there  are  eeotfe' 
men  on  this  floor,  who  would  compel  the  Secre- 
tary of  tbe  Treasury  to  play  the  Dictator,  not  Ifke 
tbe  Roman  Dictator,  with  a  power  to  relieve  the 
dittiresses  of  the  people,  but  by  coeretng  him  to 
exact  tbe  revenue  and  taxes  in  specie,  to  tbe  4e>- 
struction  of  tbe  American  peo|de. 

Indeed,  sir,  in  order  to  carry  this  monstrous 
bill,  1  discover  the  most  unnatural  connexion  be- 
tween gentlemen  on  this  floor.  We  see  those 
who  advocated  the  United  States  Bank,  upon  du 
principle  that  the  nation  had  seven  milliona  of 
Its  stoekj  (netting  three  per  cenL  revenue,)  and 
tbe  appointment  of  five  of  its  directors  to  guard 
tbe  nation  against  any  improper  tttfisence,  and 
who  voted  agaiafst  the  old  bank  because  seTOh 
eighths  of  its  stock  was  British,  and  gave  to  dto 
foreign  stockholders  eight  per  cent.,  ttniting  wilb 
tbe  Eastern  gentlemen,  (whose  ports  had  beeves 
empt  from  British  blockades,  to  tbe  extent  nfn- 
seated  by  the  Hartford  Convention,)  and  who 
voted  against  the  present  United  States  Baftfc  ex- 
pressly because  the  CTnitcd  Slates  had  any  part 
of  the  ttock,  or  the  appoiatBuiK  of  any  of  itt'di- 
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|ieet«n,  aad  wbo  r«ted  to  eooliMW  the  old  baak 
clvtrter,  when  acrto-eifhtlis  9(  itH  cafHial  was  the 
propertjr  of  Briiish  ttoekJioldera.  And  CoogrcM 
art  DOW  pressed  this  extraordiMUf  anioit  to 
wiettoa  this  moostfoas  meature,  fraiwbt,  as  I 
trust  I  hare  proved,  vith  partiality,  with  iD^t- 
itade,  with  iojasttce,  and  with  cruelty.  Str,  I 
have  eodeavored  to  do  my  doty  to  this  oaitoa  on 
this  eecasioo;  and  I  eenfideotly  hope  tbal  tb» 
Honae  wiU  rejeot  tbia  bill,  and  prore  tbeutsdrea 
to  be  what  they  bare  been  jnatly  eateemed,  the 
hoDeat  gawiUaoa  of  ibe  iatemt,  the  faappiaeBs, 
aid  the  pfoayerity  of  the  Amerleaii  people. 

Mr.  Root  followed  on  the  same  side,  ia  a 
apeeeh  d  about  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  TxLPAiR  made  a  few  renarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Root. 

llr.  GcoavBMOB  answered  theoppoMBtsof  the 
bill,  and  spoke  some  time  in  its  support. 

Mr.  RaifMHirB  replied  to  Mr.  Gaoamoa, 
■ad  opposed  the  passafe  of  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  GBoevBsoB  rejolBed,  aod  added  Mine  fuf- 
4her  araiimeota  ia  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Calboom  also  replied  to  Mr.  Randolph, 
and  offered  some  coDstderalioas  in  favor  of  the 

bin. 

Mr.  Robertson  explained  the  reasons  why  be 
sbovld  voie  for  the  bill,  and  made  some  remarks 
ia  replyto  other  geatleineB. 

Mt.  WBBBTaa  also  tabaitled  his  raaaaiia  for 
wisfaing  the  bill  to  pasa. 

Mr.  KANDOLra  again  tpote  abeat  an  hour  in 
oppeaitioo  to  the  bdl,  and  ia  reply  to  its  adro- 
aatce. 

ttt.  Wanvr  alao  opposed  cbe  bill  is  a  seoood 
apeeeh. 

Mr.  Qabtox  submitted  bis  reasoas  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill ;  after  which  the  qtiestioo  oa  its 
passage  was  decided  la  tbe  nef  ative-^yeas  59, 
nays  60,  as  follows; 

Y»AS  ■Jissers.  Atenadar,  AtlMten,  BmmO,  Bate* 
mma,  Boa^  Bradboiy,  Browa.  Oady,  tfafcian,  OhaiB< 
moB,  Giofnvt,  CUiif,  OoaAet,  CoBBer,  ddghtoa* 
Oalfahart,  Daaha,  Bdwarda,  CMSn,  Otamaor,  Hala, 
BawBs^  H««ar,  HaDgaifrid,  JobBsea  ef  Kastaakj, 
Kent,  Xiore,  Lowndes,  Lompkin,  Msnb,  UayraBt, 
MeCo7.  MeLaan,  of  Kentnokr.  MiddletOB,  Melwm  of 
Maasachuaetts,  Nnes,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Ptckertog, 
I^tkin.  Flaasants,  RmJ,  Reynolds,  Robertson,  Rag< 
1^  Schenck,  Sharp*,  Shefiiiy,  Steams,  Stnrgas,  Tag- 
gmrt,  Taylor  of  Soath  CaroUna,  Telfttr,  Tatikar,  Voae, 
Ward  of  N«w  York.  Wabitsr.  Wilcoz,  and  Wood- 
ward. 

Nat» — Messnh  Adgate,  Archer,  Baar,  Bennett, 
Betta>  BiidsaU,  Breckeniidge,  BrooJu^  Biw,  Cald- 
well, Clayton,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Crawftird,  Crodioron, 
Cnlpeper,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Forney,  Oaston, 
Gla^ow,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hardin,  HetsUr,  Hendeiaon, 
Herbert,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Langdoo,  Law,  Lewi%  Lovett,  Lyie,  Lyon, 
Miiner,  Mvifn%  Newton,  Pidkens,  Powell,  Randolph, 
Roene,  Root,  Ssvags,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard, 
Sloart,  Tate,  Thni^  Wallace,  Ward,  oi  Maasadia- 
satto,  WUtsaide,WilkiB,  Williama,  Wiileoi^,  Wil- 
Wibon,  Thomas  Wllaon,  Wiigh^  aad  Tetaa. 

Bo  the  bill  was  rejaeted. 
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THE  TARIFP. 

The  House  went  into  a  Oommittee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  the  amendments  of  tbe  Senate  to  tbt 
bill  to  regnlate  the  duties  oa  imposts  and  ton* 
nsffe.  The  amendments  were  successively  agreed 
toby  the  Committee,  and  reported  to  tbe  House. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  an  ineffectual  motion  to 
postpone  the  decision  on  the  report  until  to-mor- 
row, believing  the  ameadments  too  important  to 
be  acted  on  without  more  mature  coosideratioQ. 

Mr-  R.  opposed  subsequently,  at  some  length, 
tbe  Senate's  proposition  to  increase  the  daty  on 
im|iortcd  sa^r  from  to  3  cents  per  pound, 
which  be  deemed  not  only  oppressive  on  tbe 
people,  bat  highly  improper  as  comiBg  from  the 
Senate,  whose  riglit  he  disputed,  aceordfng  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  thus  in  effect  to 
assess  a  tax  on  the  people,  aod  demawied  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  eoacorrenee. 

Mr.  RoBBRTSOH  made  a  few  remarks  ia  reply, 
aod  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Mr. 
Randolph  and  Mr.  Robebtbok,  (he  amendmeot 
was  concurred  in  b^  the  following  vote :  For  tb« 
amendmeot  54,  against  it  48,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton,  Bassett,  Bsteman,  Belts,  Brooki,  Cad;,  Cald- 
#ell,  Calhoun,  Chipman,  Oondict,  Crawfbid,  Cretgh- 
ton,  Vrocheron,  Cnthbeit,  DartingtOD,  Desha,  Orimii^ 
Hall,  Hardin,  Hawea,  HendenoBt  Ing^iam,  JohnsoB 
af  Virginia,  Johnsoa  ol  Keataeky,  Lowndes,  Luaip* 
kin.  Lyie.  Mason,  Majrant,  McKeo,  MeLeaa  of  KeB* 
tacky,  MiddlelMi,  NewtoB.  Ona^,  Plaaaaats,  Pewa^ 
Reynolds,  Robertem,  Root,  Savage,  ScfaoBckt  8haipai, 
Saiith  of  Maryland,  Sonlhaid,  Taylor  of  Soath  CaiBt 
Una,  Tel&ir,  Toeker,  Waid  of  New  foek,  Wttktai 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  William  Wilaon. 

Naxs— Maaws.  Bear,  Bennett,  Boas,  Biadbwr, 
Breckeniidge,  CliamriDti.  CUh;,  Cbvtea,  ClMtm^ 
Cooper,  Cnlpeper,  DavQiiport,  Edwardsi  Gaahui,  uoliltF 
borough,  Hahn,  Hale,  Heistei,  Huger,  HoRgarroj-d, 
Kent,  Law,  Lewis,  have^  ho^ttt,  Lyon,  Hsnb,  Mil- 
Dor,  Moaelejr,  Nelson  of  MoEsncbuRCtU.  P&rru,  Fick- 
ens,  Pickenng,  Pitkin,  Rond't^b,  K«cd,  Rosno,  Bug- 
gies, Sheffiy,  Steams,  Vose^  Ward  of  Massarbttlft 
Webster,  Whiteside,  WHadV,  'VRIta^  WiMC 
and  Wright 

The  residne  of  ibesaid  amendmeots  werethen 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 


FaiBAT,  Aprtl  B6. 

Tbe  bill  to  attov  a  drawback  of  duties  oa  spir- 
its distilled  and  sugar  refined  within  the  United 
States,  paased  through  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whoir, 
and  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the 
Cherokee  Indiani;  the  bill  for  settliog  tbe  com- 
pensation of  the  commissioners,  dbc,  of  land  claims 
in  Louisiana;  the  bill  for  adjuatment  of  certain 
land  claims  in  Louisiana,  &c.;  and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Manasseh  Minor;  successively  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  aad  were 
aeverally  ordered  lo  a  tbird  reading. 

The  bill  fixing  tbe  peace  eslablishmenl  of  the 
Marine  Corps  was  indefinitely  postponed,  oB  mo- 
tion  of  Mr.  Puaflaim,  wbo  fematkad,  that  h 
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lud  been  ascerutned  that  the  SecreUry^  of  the 
Navy  had  already  placed  ihe  corps  on  the  esiab- 
Uihmeot  eontemplaied  by  the  bill;  aod  furiber, 
that  il  was  believed  ifaecor|»  migbl  be  made  still 
more  cffieieat  tbaD  as  it  was  at  preseot  eDDsii* 
tilted,  if  organized  diflfereotly  from  what  was  coo- 
lamplated  by  (he  bill. 

The  bill  respectiog  the  patent  rigbu  of  the  rep- 
rcseDtatiTes  of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased^  waaalso, 
on  motun  of  Mr.  CukPSPBR,  tndefiiutely  post- 
poned. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navr  of 
the  Uoiied  Stales}  an  act  authorizing  the  Judges 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  prepare  a  code  of  jurisprudence  for  the  said 
District;  an  act  coaceroing  the  owners,  officers, 
sad  crew  of  the  privateer  Rt^r ;  an  act  making 
an  appropriation  tor  enclosing  and  improviar  the 
pablie  sqnan  acar  the  CapiltM,  and  to  abolish  the 
office  of  Commissiunera  of  Ibe  Public  Buildings, 
ud  of  Snperiaieodeat,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  one  Commissiooer  for  the  Public  Buildings ; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain ;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  David  Coffia,  Samuel  and  William 
Rodman,  and  Samuel  Rodman,  juo.}  an  act  for 
the  cooBrmation  of  ceruio  claims  to  land  in  the 
Western  district  in  the  State  of  Louisiana;  an 
act  10  provide  for  tbe  appointment  of  a  surveyi^r 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois 
and  Missouri;  an  act  to  establish  post  roads;  an 
act  filing  the  cofapensaiion  of  the  Secretary  of 
tile  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represeot- 
Mives,  and  making  a  temporary  provision  for  tbe 
clerks  employed  io  tbeir  offices,  with  amendments. 
The  Senate  have  also  passed  the  resolution  "  to 
indemnify  JabezMowry,aDd others,"  with  amend- 
ments ;  and  tbey  have  passed  the  bill  **  to  increase 
tbe  salary  of  tbe  Register  of  the  Treasury,  and  to 
allow  htm  a  cumpensation  for  hisagency  in  couu- 
terfaigoing  and  issuing  Treasury  notes;"  and  a 
resolution,  "authuriziog  ilie  President  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  to  employ  a  skilful  assistant  in  tbe 
Corps  of  Engineers;"  in  all  of  wbivh  amend- 
ments, together  with  the  said  last  mentioned  bill 
and  resolution,  they  ask  the  eonearrenee  of  this 
House. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  on  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
net  to  increase  the  compensation  of  tbe  Superin- 
tendents of  the  manufactories  of  arms  at  Spring- 
ield  and  Harper's  Perry."  The  biU  was  reported 
witbont  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-dny. 

The  HoDse  went  into  a  Cmnmittce  of  tbe 
Whole,  on  tbe  bill  supplemeotary  to  the  sereral 
sets  organizing  the  omce  of  Aeeonotant  of  tbe 
Department  of  War ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  waa  reported  with  amendments ; 
which  were  cooeorred  in  by  the  Honse,  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  be  engroiaed,  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

^I>e  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  on  iIm  amuidmenu  propoa^  bjr  the  Sea- 
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ate  to  tbe  bill  from  this  Honse,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  Crawford,  Frederkk 
Bates,  and  William  Qatrardf'  and,  after  some 
lime  spent  therein,  the  Committee  report^  tbeir 
eoncurreoee  in  tbe  said  auMndments ;  which  were 
concurred  in  by  the  Hoose. 

Tbe  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole,  on  tbe  amendments  proposed  by  tbe  Sen- 
ate to  tbe  bill  from  this  Home,  entitled  ^Ao  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  tbe  Mil- 
itary Establishment  of  the  Unitea  Slates,  for  the 
year  1816;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  tbefcin, 
the  Committee  reported  their  ooncarrencc  in  the 
said  amendment ;  wbteh  was  eonctirred  in  by  tbe 
House. 

COLLECTION  OF  THE  REVEirUE. 

Mr.  WBsaTBR  rose,  and  anbmitted  the  foUow- 

ing  resolutions: 

Retohed,  by  the.  Sataic  and  Hou9c  of  ReprtKnta- 
Uvea  of  the  untied  Statea  of  Amenta  as  Cmgrmt 
tuaemhledt  That,  all  duties  taxes,  iDspoate,  and  ezeiia^ 
laid  or  imposed  bj  Govemmaat,  ought,  hj  Um  pimja 
ions  of  the  Constitution,  to  b«  onifimi  thronglMnit 
tbe  United  States;  and  that  no  prefensee ooghl to 
be  given  or  allowed  bj  any  rMulatkin  ctf  commaxee  or 
revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  thoee  of  umk 
tber. 

And  retohed  JurtKer,  Thst  the  revenues  of  the 
United  States  ought  to  be  collected  ud  received  in 
the  legal  currency  of  the  Uaited  States,  or  in  Treaa- 
ury  notesh  or  in  the  notes  ef  the  Buk  of  4ie  Unitad 
States,  as  by  law  provided  and  declared. 

And  retoked  furlker.  That  the  Secretary  of  tk* 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  bereby,  teqQured  and  ^raotad 
to  adopt  such  measnres  as  be  may  ^Mn  neeeaaiy,  to 
cause,  as  aoon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  delrti^  or 
sums  of  money  acerniBg  or  becoming  pajdjlo  to  tbe 
United  Sutes,  to  be  coliected  and  paid  in  tbe  legal 
enrrenCT  ai  the  United  States^  or  Treaaaiy  aota^  or 
notes  of  tbe  Bank  ^  lb*  United  States  as  aftmsald; 
and  that  from  and  after  the  1st  day  ef  Pebraaiy  next 
no  audi  duties,  taxea,  debts,  «r  sums,  of  money  aeera- 
ing  or  becoming  payid>le  to  the  United  Statea  asafai«> 
said,  ought  to  be  coUeeted  or  received  odwrwiae  thaa 
in  the  legal  eurreu?  ef  tbe  United  Statea^  or  Tiiaau 
ry  notes,  or  noteaof  the  Bank  of  tha  United  Blataa,aB 
afiiresaid.  , 

Mr.  Webbtbr  said,  that  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  call  tbe  attention  of  the  House  once  more 
to  the  subject  of  the  collection  of  the  ntventie, 
and  lo  prevent  the  resolutions  which  had  been 
submitted.  He  had  been  the  more  inclined  to  do 
ibis  from  au  apprebeosion  that  tbe  rejection,  jea- 
terday,  of  the  bill  which  had  been  intndaeetl, 
might  be  consimed  into  an  abaadoomeo^  on  tha 
part  of  tbe  House,  of  all  hope  of  remedying  the 
existing  evil.  He  bad  had,  it  was  iru^som^  ob- 
jec lions  against  proceeding  by  way  of  bill; 
cause  the  case  was  not  one  in  which  the  law  was 
deficient,  but  one  in  which  the  execution  of  tha 
law  was  deficient.  The  great  object,  however, 
was  to  ot>tain  a  decision  of  this  and  tbe  otba 
House,  that  tbe  present  mode  of  receiving  tb« 
rereooe  should  not  be  continued^  and  as  this  might 
be  sotntantially  effected  by  the  bill,  he  had  hoped 
that  it  might  pass.  This  hope  had  been  diaap- 
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Binted.  The  bill  had  heen  njeeted.  The 
ouse  bad  pat  its  negative  opoo  the  only  propo- 
sition which  had  beensabmltted  to  it,  for  correct- 
ing a  slate  of  thiog^  which  everyboajr  knows  to 
exist,  in  plain  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and 
in  open  defiance  of  (he  written  letter  of  the'law. 
For  one,  he  could  never  eonsent  to  adjourn,  leav- 
ing this  implied  sanctioo  of  the  House  upon  all 
that  bad  laaen  place,  and  all  that  might  hereafier 
take  place.  He  hoped  not  to  hear  again  that  there 
was  not  now  time  to  act  on  this  question.  If 
other  gentlemen  considered  the  question  as  im- 
poitant  as  he  did,  they  would  not  forbear  to  act 
apon  It  from  any  desire,  however  strong,  to  bring 
the  session  to  an  early  close. 

The  situation  of  the  country,  said  Mr.  in 
regard  to  the  collection  of  its  revenues,  is  most 
deplorable.  With  aperfectly  sound  legal  currency, 
the  national  levenaes  are  not  collected  in  this 
curreney,  hot  id  paper  of  Tarioos  sorts,  aod  vari- 
om  dei^reea  of  nlae.  The  origin  and  progress  of 
this  evil  are  distinctly  koowDj  but  it  is  not  easy 
to  aee  iu  doratioo  or  its  future  extent,  if  an  ade- 
qoate  remedy  be  not  soon  foand.  Before  the  war, 
the  bnsiness  of  the  country  was  conductedprin- 
ctpally  by  means  of  the  paper  of  the  different 
State  baoKs.  As  these  were  to  good  credit,  and 
paid  their  notes  in  gold  and  silver  on  demand,  no 
great  evil  was  experienced  from  the  circulation 
of  their  paper.  Not  being,  however.a  part  of  the 
legal  moaev  of  the  country,  it  could  not,  by  law, 
be  received  in  the  payment  of  duties,  uxes  or 
other  debts  to  Goveroment.  But  being  payable, 
and  hitherto  regularly  paid,  on  demand,  the  col- 
lectors end  agents  of  uovernmeot  had  generally 
received  it  as  cash }  it  bad  been  deposited  as  cash 
in  the  banks  whieh  received  the  depoaites  of  Qov- 
crnment,  and  from  them  it  had  oeeD  drawn  as 
CBfh,  and  paid  off  to  creditors  of  the  public. 

Dorinc  the  war,  this  state  of  things  changed. 
Many  of  the  banks  had  been  induced  to  make 
loans  to  a  very  great  amount  to  Government. 
These  loans  were  made  by  an  issue  of  their  own 
biUi.  Thu  proceeding  threw  into  circnlation  an 
immense  quantity  of  bank  paper,  in  oo  degree  cor- 
responding with  the  mercantile  business  of  the 
country,  and  resting  on  nothing  for  its  payment 
and  redemption  but  the  Government  stocks, 
which  were  holdeo  by  the  banks.  The  conse- 
queoce  immediately  followed,  which  it  would  be 
impating  a  great  degree  of  blindness  both  to  the 
Government  and  to  the  banks  to  suggest  that  they 
had  not  Ibreseeo.  The  exeess  of  paper  which 
was  found  everywhne, created  alarm.  Demands 
began  to  be  made  on  the  banks,  and  they  all 
stopped  payment.  No  eontrivance  to  get  money, 
without  incoDVenieaee  to  the  people,  ever  had  « 
shortn  coarse  of  experimMt,  or  a  more  unequir- 
oeal  termination.  The  depreciation  of  bank  notes 
was  the  necessary  eonseqaence  of  a  neglect  or 
refusal  on  the  part  of  those  who  issued  them  to 
pay  them.  It  took  [tlace  immediateljr,  and  has 
eootinaed,  with  occasional  fluciuatioo  in  the  de- 
gree of  depression,  to  the  present  moment.  What 
still  further  increases  the  evil  is,  that  this  bank 
faper  being  the  issae  of  very  many  different  in- 
14th  COK.  lltSBM.^« 


144» 

HtorR. 


stitotions,  siiaated  in  diflferentpartsof  the  country, 
and  possessing  different  degrees  of  credit,  the  de^ 
preciBtion  has  not  been,  ana  is  not  now,  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States.  It  is  not  thesame 
at  Baltimore  as  at  Philadelphia :  nor  the  sameat 
Philadelphia  as  atNew  York.  In  New  England 
the  banks  have  not  stopped  payment  in  »pecie, 
and  of  course  their  paper  has  not  been  depressed 
at  all.  But  the  notes  of  banks  whieh  haveeeased 
to  pay  specie,  have,  nevertheless,  been,  and  still 
are,  received  for  duties  and  taxes,  in  the  places 
where  such  banks  exist.  The  consequence  of  all 
this  is,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  pay 
their  duties  and  taxes  in  currencies  of  different 
values  in  different  places.  In  other  words,  taxes 
and  duties  are  bigoer  in  some  places  than  they 
are  in  others,  by  as  much  as  the  value  of  gold  and 
silver  is  greater  than  the  vslue  of  the  several  de- 
scriptions of  bank  paper  which  are  received  by 
Government.  This  difference,  in  relation  to  the 
paper  of  the  District  in  which  we  now  are,  is 
twenty-five  per  cent.;  taxes  anddnties,  thereftHe, 
collected  in  Massaehnsetts,  are  one  quarter  higher 
than  the  taxes  and  duties  which  are  eollectediby 
virtue  of  the  same  laws,  in  the  Disttiet  of  Co- 
lumbia. * 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  Government,  It  is 
certain  thai  all  duties,  taxes,  and  excise^  ought 
to  be  ttoirorm  throughout  the  United  States ;  and 
that  no  preference  should  be  given,  by  any  regu- 
lation  of  commerce  or  revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one 
State  over  thoiie  of  another.  This  Constitutional 
provisioQ,  it  is  obvious,  is  flagrantly  violated. 
Duties  and  taxes  are  not  uniform.  They  are 
higher  in  some  places  than  in  others.  A  citizen 
of  New  Sngland  pays  his  tax  in  gold  and  silver, 
or  their  equivalent.  From  his  hand  the  eoUee- 
tor  will  not  receive,  and  is  Instructed  by  Govern- 
ment not  to  reeeive,  the  notes  of  the  banks  which 
do  not  pay  their  notes  on  demand,  and  which 
notes  he  could  obtain  twent]r  or  twenty-five  per 
ceuL  cheaper  than  that  which  is  demanded  of 
him  Yet  a  citizen  of  the  Middle  States  paya- 
his  taxes  in  these  notes  at  par.  Can  a  grealctr 
injastice  than  this  be  conceived?  Can  Consti- 
tutional provisions  be  disregarded  iu  a  more  es- 
sential point?  Commercial  preferences  also  are 
given,  which,  if  they  could  be  eontinued,  would 
he  sufficient  to  annihilate  the  commerce  of  some 
citiesaodsome  States,  while  they  would  extremely 

gromote  the  others.  The  importing  merchant  at 
losion  pays  the  duties  upon  his  goods,  either  in 
specie  or  cash  notes,  which  are  at  least  twenty 
per  cent.,  or  in  Treasury  notes,  which  are  tenper 
cent,  more  valuable  than,  the  notes  whieh  are 
paid  for  duties,  at  par.  by  the  importing  m«ehant 
at  Baltimore.  Surely  this  is  not  to  be  endured. 
Such  monstrous  inequality  and  injustice  are  not 
to  be  tolerated.  Since  the  commencement  of 
this  course  of  things,  it  can  be  shown,  that  the 
people  of  the  Northern  States  have  paid  a  million 
of  dollars.more  than  their  just  proportion  of  the 
public  burdens.  A  Mmilar  inequality,  though 
somewhat  less  in  degree,  has  fallen  upon  the 
Slates  south  of  the  Potomac,  in  which  the  paper 
in  circnlation,  although  not  equivalent  to  specif  is 


mSTOBY  0?  GONOBSSS. 

CoOetAitm  <f  the  Reoenue. 


Digiltzed  by 


I 


144S  HS^ET  QtF  GbKOiS£SS.  UU 


B.  orR. 


ret  of  bfffher  Talue  thao  the  bank  notes  of  tbU 
District,  MaryUod,  icd  the  Middle  States. 

But  It  is  not  merely  the  iiiequalitjr  and  iDjastice- 
of  this  syaiem,  if  system  it  may  he  called— if  not 
rather  the  want  of  all  system — which  call  for  re- 
form. It  throws  the  whole  revebae  Into  deranse- 
ment,  and  eddless  eoafusion.  It  prereots  the' 
possibility  of  order,  method,  or  certainty,  ip  the 

Sublie  receipts  or  aisbarsemeots.  This  mass  of 
epressed  paper,  tbrowo  out  at  first  in  loaoa  to 
accommodate  Gorernmeot,  has  done  little  less 
tbao  to  embarrass  and  distress  Gorerameot.  It 
can  hardly  be  said  to  circblate,  bat  it  lie*  in  the' 
chaB'ael  of  cireaiation,  and  choles  it  up  by  its; 
bttlfc  and  its  slaggishness.  In  a  great  portion 
iof  the  couotry,  the  dues  lo  Qorerameni  arc  not. 
paid,  or  are  paid  badly  i  and  in  an  eqtial  poirtioo 
of  the  country  the  public  creditors  are  not  paid, 
or.are  paid  badly. 

It  is  quite  clear,  that,  by  the  sutute,  all  duties 
and  taxes  are  required  to  be  paid  in  the  legal 
money  of  the  United  States,  or  in  Treasury' notes, 
agreeably  to  recent  prorlsioos.  It  is  just  as  clear, 
that  the  law  has  been  disregarded,  and  that  the 
'flo'tes  of  banks  of  an  boudred  dinerent  descrip- 
tions, and  almost  as  many  difiierent  values,  have 
"fieen  received,  and  still  are  received  where  ^he 
statute  requires  legal  money  or  Treasury  notes  to 
"be  paid. 

In  these  circumstances,  I  cannot  persuade  my- 
self that  Congress  will  adjourn  without  attempt- 
ing something  by  way  of  remedy.  In  my  opinion, 
DO  greater  evil  has  threatened  us.  Nothing  can 
more  endanger,  either  the  existence  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  public  revenue,  or  tbe  security  of  pri- 
vate property,  than  tbe  consequences  which  nre 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  present  course  of 
tbings,  u  [bey  be  not  arrested  by  a  timely  and  an 
effectiul  interference.  Let  gentlemen  consider 
what  will  probably  happen,  if  Congress  should 
rise  without  the  airoption  of  any  measure  on  the 
•ubject. 

Virginia,  haviojr  passed  a  law  for  cbinpelHtig' 
the  banks  in  that  State  to  limit  the  circulation  of 
their  paper  and  resnme  specie  jwyments  by  the: 
^utumn,  will,  doubtless,  repeal  it.  The  Slates' 
farther  to  the  South  wilt  probably  fall  into  a^ 
iimilar  relaxation,  for  it  is  hardly  to  ht  expected- 
.Uinl  they  will  hare  firmness  and  perseverance 
^enough  to  persist  in  their  present  most  prudent 
'^d  commendable  course,  without  the  count*-' 
nance  of  the  Qeneral  Government. 

If,  in  addition  to  these  events,  an  abandonment 
of  the  wholesome  system  wbieh  has  thus  far  pre* 
vailed  in  the  Northern  States,  or  any  relaxation 
of  that  system,  should  take  place,  tbe  Government 
is  in  danger  offalling  into  a  condition  from  which 
it  can  hardly  be  expected  to  extricate  itself  for 
twenty  years,  if  indeed  it  sball  ever  be  able  to  ex- 
tricate itself,  and  if  that  state  of  things,  instead  of 
being  changed  by  tbe  Government,  shall  not 
change  the  Government. 

It  18  our  busioess  to  foresee  this  danger,  and  to 
avoid  it.  There  are  some  political  evils  which 
tte  seen  as  soon  as  they  are  dangerous,  and  which 
uain  at  once  as  well  the  people  as  the  GoTenH 
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ment.  Wars  and  invasions,  therefore,  are  not'  al- 
ways the  most  certain  destroyers  of  national  pras- 
pertty.  They  come  in  no  qoestionable  ahape. 
They  announce  their  own  approach,  and  theM- 
eral  safetr  is  preserved  by  the  generu  alano.  not 
so  with  the  evils  of  a  debased  coin,  a  depreciated 
paper  currency,  or  a  depressed  and  falli^  Wbfie 
credit.  No  so  with  the  plausible  and  iimdld«i 
miscbief  of  a  paper  money  system,  ^ese  In- 
sinuate themselves  in  the  sbane  of  fadUtle^  ae- 
commodatibn,  and  relief,  Tney  liold  o«  tbe 
most  fallacious  hope  of  an  easier  payjoaent  of  SSbts, 
and  a  lighter  burden  of  taxation.  iLis  emn'tit  * 
portion  of  the  people  to  i^gine  'ibat'QoTeniiQ^ 
may  properly  continue  to  'reeeire'  deprcemM 
pawr,  beeidse'th'ejr  have  re'eefved  iCnoa  betakMt 
It  IS  more  convenient'  to  obtain  it  tb'an'to'iAthia 
other  paper;  or  specie..  But  on  these'  sUbje^  it 
is,  tliat  Government  ought  to  exercise  its  own 
peciiliar'wisdom  and  caution.  It'  is  sdjiposra^lo 
possess,  on  subjects  of  this  '  nature.  aomeWlUt 
more  of  foresight  than  baa  fallen  to  the  lot  ofln- 
:  dtviduals.  It  IS  bound  to  foresee  the'  evil  beftto« 
every  man  feels  it,  and  to  take  all  necessary  mea- 
sures to  guard  against  it,  although  they  may  be 
measures  attended  with  some  difficolty  and^kMi 
without  temporary  inconvenience.  In  my  huttue 
judgment  the  evil  demands  the  immediate  aU^n- 
tion  of  Congress.  It  is  oot  ^eruin,  and  in  my 
opioioD  not  probable,  that  it  will  ever  cure  itself. 
It  is  more  likely  to  grow  by  indulgence,  while 
the  remedy  which  mutt  ta  the  encT  be  applied, 
will  become  less  efilicaciotts  by  'dela|^. 

The  only  power  which '  the  General  CfoTen- 
roent  possesses  of  restraining  the  issiies  of  the 
Stale  banks,  is  to  refuse  their  notes  iii  the  receipts 
of  Ihe  Treasury.  Thisjiiower  itcan  exercise  now,  < 
or  at  least  \t  can  provide  now  for  exereisfng  in 
reasonable  time,  because  tbe  currency  of  some 
part  of  tbe  country  is  yet  sound,  and  the  evil  is 
not  uoirersal.  If  it  should  become  universal, 
who,  that  hesitates  liow,  will  thea  propose  itty 
adequate  means  of  relief?  '  If  a'  meaaare^'lue 
the  bill  of  yesterday,  or  the  resolutions  of  to^y, 
can  hsrdlyjpass  here  dow^  what  ht^  is  iKi^ 
that  any  efficient  measure  will  be  utoptcd'lfoc- 
afier? 

Tbe  conduct  of  the  Treasury  Pei>artiiaeat'  U 
receiving  the  notes  of  the  hanks,  after  t|i^r1nid 
suspended'  i>&ym«it,  'might' or  mi^t  not^tc  , 
been  excused  by  the  necessity  of  the  haa^  ' 
is  not  now  the  subject  of  inquiry.  I  wisK's^ 
inquiry  had  been  fostitot^d.  It  ought  to  ftan 
been;  It  is" of  dangerous  consequence  tojieriiut 
plain  omissions  to  execiiie  the  law  to  ustf  off,  i 
under  any  circumstances,'' without  In^ntry.  It 
would  probably  be  easier  to  prove  that  the  Trca-  ; 
sury  must  have  continued  to  receive  such  aoie^  i 
or  that  all  payments  to  Government  would  b^ve 
been  suspended,  than  it  would  be  to  justify  the 
previous  negotiation  of  great  loans  at  tbe  bufa,  i 
which  was  a  voluntary  transaction,  ioduoes  by 
no  particular  necessity,  and  which  is  ueverthdess, 
beyond  doubt,  the  principal  cause  of  their  Braaent 
condition.  But  I  have  expressed  my  bwe(  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  and  I  now  Kpeat  the 
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'     opiaioo.that  it  wu  the  dntf,  and  io  the  power 
■     of  the  Secretary  of  th6  Treasarj,  on  the  retaro 
of  peace,  to  hare  returoed  to  the  l^al  aod, proper 
mode  of  coUecttDg  the  ftfrenae.   The  paper  of 
I     the  baoks  rose,  on  that  occasioD,  altoost  to  an 
'     eqaalitf  vith  specie ;  that  was  the  farorafate  mo- 
1    meat.  The  banks  in  whitih  the  pablic  raooef 
I    was  deposited  ought  to  hate  been  iodueed  to  lead 
the  war,  by  the  sate  of  their  OorerDtnent  stock<, 
'    and  other  measores  calculated  to  bring  about, 
moderately  aod  ^raddally,  but  regularly  and  cer- 
uldly,  a  restoration  of  the  former  and  ooty  ufe 
atate  of  things.   It  caa  hardly  be  doabted;  that  the 
I    idflaence  of  the  TreasDry  could  have  icfiected  alt 
I    tfaia.  If  not,  it  coatd  hiTe  withdrawn'  the  depo- 
I    ifilea  and  the  doaotenanee  of  Govertia«Dt  fVom 
i    ittolitntiona,  which,  against  mH  rtiie  aod  propifiety, 
"W«M  holding,  great  aoms  lit  GorernitaeDt  stocks, 
and  making  enormous  profits  from  thecirculatlon 
of  iheirown  disbooored  paper.   That  which  was 
I     most  wanted]  was  tbe  desigoatioo  of  a  time,  for 
the  correspooding  operation  of  banks  in  different 
places.  This  could  have  been  made  by  the  Head 
of  the  Treasury,  better  than  by  anybody  or  erery- 
body  else.   But  the  occasion  was  suffered  to  pass 
I     by  UnimproTed,  and  the  credit  of  the>  banks  soon 
l     fell  again,  when  it  was  found  tbey  nred  none  of 
tbe  meansi  Which  the  opportunitygare  ihemselres 
for  enabliog  them  to  fulfil  their  engagements. 

As  to  any  power  of  compulsion  to  be  exercised 
over  the  Sute  banks,  they  are  not  subject  to  the  '■ 
direct  control  of  the  General  Qorernmeot.  It  is 
for  the  State  antbortties  which  created  ihem  to  , 
deeide,  whether  thay  hare  acted  aceolrding  to  their 
charters^  and,  if  no^  what  ihaH  be  the  i^medy  for 
their'  irregularities:  But,  from  such  of^tbem  as 
cotttinned  to  receive  tbe  deposite  of  public  mooey, 
Goreroment  had  a  right  to  expect  that  they  would 
'  eondact  their  concerns  according  to  the  safe  and 
well  known  principles  which  should  property 

govern  such  institatioos.  Aod  this  Qorernmeot 
as  in  aU  eases  a  right  to  protect  its  own  reveoues, 
and  to  guard  them  acaiost  defalcation  by  bad  or 
depreoiaied  paper,  ft  is  bound  also  to  collect  Its 
taxes  of  the  people  on  a  uniform  systein.  These 
rights  and  these  duties  are  too  Important  to  be 
sorriendered  to  the  accommodation  of  any  panic- 
alar  interest  or  temporary  purpose. 

The  retolotions  before  the  House  lake-no  notice 
of  the  State  banks.  They  express  tieither  praise 
nor  eensnre  of  them.  They  neither  eommend 
tbeiki  for  their  patriotism  in  tbe  loans  made  to 
Ctoremment,  nor  propose  to  tax  them  for  their 
neglect  or  refosal  to  pay  their  debts.  They  as- 
same  nopower  of  interfering  with  these  iustltu- 
tiona.  They  aay  not  one  word  about  compelling 
them  to  reaume  their  peyments;  they  leave  that 
to  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  banks  themselves,  or 
of  those  who  have  a  right  to  call  them  to  account 
for  any  misconduct  in  that  respect.  But  tbe  res- 
olations  declare  that  taxes  ought  to  be  equal; 
that  preferences  ought  not  to  be  given;  that  the 
Terenues  of  tbe  country  ought  not  to  be  dimin- 
ished in  amount,  nor  hazarded  altogether  by  the 
receipt  of  varying  and  uncertain  paper ;  ana  that 
the  present  atate  of  things,  in  which  all  (beat  6a- 


constitutional,  illegal,  and  dangerous  ingrediellta 
are  mixed,  ought  not  to  exist. 

It  has  been  said  that  these  resolutions  may  be 
GODsirued  into  a  JustificatioB  of  the  past  conduct 
of  the  Treasury  Department.  Such  an  objection 
.  has  been  anticipated.  '  It  wasmade,iomyopioioO| 
With  mnch  more  justice  to  the  bill  r^jeettd  Tea- 
terday,  and  a  provision  was  accordingly  Subse- 
quently introduced  into  that  bill  to  delude  sach 
an  inreKoee.  This  is  certainly  not  tbe  time 
to  ex{ve8s  any  justification  or  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  that  Department  on  this  subject, 
antf  I  trust  these  resolutiotis  do  not  Iiflply^it. 
Nor  do  the  resolaiions.  propose  to  expresa  h^y 
censure.  A  attfficient  reasoii  for  deeliBlog  ta  do 
either  is,  that  the  facts  are  not  sUfflci^ntly  niowa. 
What  loss  has  actually  bappitaed,  what  amount 
(it  is  said  to  be  lar^e)  may  be  now  to  the  Treasury, 
in  notes  which  will  not  now  pass,  or  under  what 
circumstances  these  were  received,  is  not  aowtaf* 
(icieotly  ascertained. 

But  before  these  resolutions  are  rejected,  on 
the  ground  that  they  may  shield  the 'Treasury 
Department  from  responsibility,  it  ought  lo  be 
clearly  shown  that  they  are  capable  Of  receiving 
such  a  construction.  The  mere  passing  of  any 
resolution  canbot  have  that  effect.  A  declaration 
of  What  ought  to  be  done,  does  not  necessarily 
imply  any  sanction  of  what  has  been  done.  It 
may  sometimes  imply  the  contrary.  These  reso- 
lutions cannot  be  made  to  imply  any  more  than 
thitr,  that  the  financial  afikin  of  the  country  an 
in  such  a  condition  that  the  rerenne  cahnot  be 
instantly  collected  in  legal  currency.  This  they 
do  imply,  aod  this  I  suppose  almost  .all  admit  to 
be  true.  An  instantaneous  execution' of  tbe'htw, 
without  warning  or  notice,  could,  in  my  opinion, 
prodoce  nothing,  io  a  portion  of  the  coontryj  but 
an  entire  sospeosion  of  pa3rmenis. 

But  to  wht»e  fault  it  U  owitig  (hat  the  affiiirs 
of  tbe  country  are  reduced  lo  thia  conditinn.  iliej^ 
do  not  declare.  Tbey  do  noc  (ireveut^  or  ui  any 
degrea  embarrass,  future  intjairy  on  iJiat  ;iubje<:i. 
They  speak  to  the  fact,  that  tht  tinances  are  de- 
ranged. They  say  alsotbai  ret'onnaiion,  ihuDgh 
it  must  be  gradual,  ought  co  be  immediaiely  be- 
gno,  and  to  be  carried  to  per  fectlcD  ta  iheshortet 
time  practicable.  They  cannot,  by  any  fair  con- 
struction, be  made  to  expreas  the  approbation  of 
Congress  on  the  past  conduct  of  any  high  Officer 
of  Goveramiebt;  and  if  the  time'ahall  erercoine^ 
when  this  House  shall  deem  innstigation  neces- 
sary, it  most  be  a  ease  of  very  unpromising  aa* 
pect,  and  of  most  fearful  issue,  whien  shall  anbhl 
no  other  hope  of  escape  than  by  setting  op  thAe 
resolutions  by  way  of  bar  to  an  inquiry. 

Nor  is  it  any  objection  to  this  measure  tfaat 
inquiry  has  not  first  been  bad.  Two  duties  may 
be  supposed  to  hare  rested  on  the  House  t  the 
one,  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of  the  evil,  if  it 
needed  inquiry,  and  the  other  to  find  and  apply  a 
remedy.  Because  one  of  these  duties  has  not 
hitherto  been  discharged,  is  no  reason  why  the 
other  should  be  longer  neglected.  While  we  are 
deciding  which  to  do  first,  the  time  ofthe  aesaion 
ia  going  1^  Oil  and  neither  may  be- done.  In  the 
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mrun  time  public  mischiefs,  of  DDkDown  maffoi- 
tudeand  iDcalcoIabledoratioa,  threalea  the  coon- 
try.  I  see  no  eqaiTaleot,  no  coosolatioD,  do  miti- 
gatioQ,  fur  these  evits,  in  the  fntore  responsibility 
of  deparimeQi*.  Let  i^enlienen  show  me  aoy 
rcspoQsibili^  which  wUl  not  be  a  name  and  a 
mockery.  If,  wbeo  we  meet  here  again,  it  shall 
be  foonu  that  all  the  barriers  which  ha?e  hitherto, 
in  any  degree,  reslraioed  the  emissions  of  a  mere 
paper  money  of  the  worst  sort  hare  given  way, 
MoA  that  the  floods  have  broken  in  upon  as  and 
come  OTer  as;  if  it  sball  be  found  that  the  rere- 
naes  hare  failed — that  the  public  credit,  now  a 
little  propped  and  supported  by  a  state  of  peace 
and  commerce,  has  afpiin  tottered  and  fallen  to 
the  ground,  and  that  all  the  operatioaii  of  Oor- 
crnmenl  are  at  a  cUod,  what  then  will  be  the 
ralae  of  the  respoosibiliiy  of  departments?  How 
great  then  the  ralue  of  inquiry,  when  the  evil  is 
past  prerention — when  officers  may  hare  gone 
out  of  place,  and  when,  indeed,  the  whole  Ad- 
ninistratioB  will  neeesaarily  be  diKoIriog.  by 
.  Uie  cxpirttioD  of  the  term  lor  which  the  Chief 
Bxeeutire  Magistrate  was  ehoien  t 

I  nonot  coDseot  to  take  the  ehaoee  of  the 
greatest  pablic  mischiefs  apoo  a  reliance  od  aor 
•aeh  responsibility.  The  atakes  are  too  unequal. 

As  to  tbc  opinion  adranced  by  some,  that  the 
olgcet  of  the  resolaiion  sannot,  io  any  way,  be 
answered— that  the  rerenue*  cannot  be  collecied. 
otherwise  ihao  as  they  are  now.  in  the  paper  ot 
any  and  ereiy  banking  association  which  chooses 
to  issue  paper,  it  cannot  for  a  moment  be  admit* 
ted.  This  would  be  at  once  giring  up  the  Qor- 
ernmeni ;  for  what  is  Qovcrnmeot  without  rere- 
nae,  and  vbat  is  a  rerenue  that  is  gathered  to- 

J ether  in  the  raryiag,  fluciuttinft,  discredited, 
epreclaled,  and  still  falling  promissory  notes  of 
two  or  three  hundred  distinct,  and,  as  to  this 
Ooremmeot,  irresponsible  hanking  companies? 
If  it  canoot  collect  iu  rerenacs  in  a  better  mun* 
k  aer  than  this,  it  roust  cease  ip  be  a  Qorernmeni. 
The  ibing  therefore  is  to  b«  done;  at  any  rate  it 
if  to  beattempted.  That  it  will  be  accomplished 
bf  ibe  Treasary  Department,  without  the  inler- 
fereaee  of  Congress,  I  hare  do  belief.  If  from 
tpat  sonrce  no  reformation  came,  when  refoima- 
tiQ^a  was  easy,  it  is  not  now  to  be  eipected.  Es- 
pecially after  the  rote  of  yesterday,  those  whose 
interest  it  is  to  continue  the  present  state  of 
things,  will  arm  ihemselres  with  the  authority  of 
Congress.  They  will  justify  ibemselrei  by  the 
decision  of  this  House.  They  will  say,  and  say 
truly,  that  this  House,  hariog  taken  up  the  sul>- 
jectand  discussed  it,  has  not  thought  fit  so  much 
as  to  declare  that  it  is  expedient  erer  to  reliere 
the  country  or  iu  rerenues  from  a  iMper  money 
STstem.  Wboerer  believes  that  the  Treasury 
Deparimeut  wilt  opiwse  this  tide,  aided,  as  it  wiU 
be^  by^  strong  feeling  aod  great  intereet,  has  more 
bitb  in  that  Department  than  haa  fallen  to  my 
lot.  It  is  the  duty  of  this  House  to  interfere  with 
its  own  authority.  Haring  taxed  the  people  with 
no  light  hand,  it  is  now  its  duty  to  lake  care  that 
the  people  do  not  sustain  these  burdens  in  vain. 
The  taxes  an  not  borne  without  feeling.  Tbey 
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will  not  be  borne  without  com]^laint,  if,  by  mis- 
management in  collection,  their  utility  to  Gor- 
erament  should  be  lost,  and  they  should  get  into 
the  Treasury  at  last  only  in  discredited  aod  use- 
less paper. 

A  buk  of  thirly-fire  millions  has  been  created 
for  the  professed  purpose  of  correcting  ibe  crib 
of  our  circulation,  and  facilitating  ibe  re«eipa 
and  cipendilures  of  Qorernmeai.  I  am  not  so 
sanguine  in  the  hope  of  great  benefit  from  ibis 
measure  as  others  are.  But  the  Treasury  is  also 
authorized  to  issue  twenty-five  millions  ofTreas- 
ury  notes,  eighteen  or  twenty  millions  of  which 
remain  yet  to  be  issued,  aod  which  are  also  al- 
lowed by  taw  to  be  received  for  duties  and  taxes. 
In  addition  to  these  is  the  coin  which  is  in  the 
country,  and  which  is  sure  to  come  forth  ioio 
circulation  whenever  there  is  a  demand  for  it. 
These  means,  if  wisely  and  skilfully  administered, 
are  sufficient  to  prevent  any  particular  pressure 
or  great  inconvenience,  iu  returning  to  ibe  legal 
nt^e  of  collecting  the  revenue.  It »  Uue  it  may 
be  easier  for  the  people  in  the  Slates  in  which  a 
depreciated  paper,  exists  to  pay  their  taxes  in 
auch  paper,  than  in  the  legal  currency  ot  Treas- 
ury notes,  because  they  can  get  it  cheaper.  Hot 
this  is  only  aaying  thai  it  ii  easier  to  pay  a  amall 
tax  than  to  pay  a  larger  onc^  or  that  money  eoatt 
more  than  that  which  is  lesK  raiuaMetfaan  mooey: 
a  proposition  not  to  be  dispoied.  But  a  medium 
of  payment,  conreoieot  for  the  people  aod  safe 
for  the  Government,  will  be  fiunishedj  and  may 
everywhere  be  obtained  for  a  reasonable  price. 
This  is  all  that  can  juitlv  be  expected  of  Coa- 
gress.  Having  provided  this,  they  ought  to  re- 
quire all  parts  of  the  country  to  conform  lo  the 
same  measure  of  justice.  If  taxes  be  noi  neces- 
sary, they  should  not  be  laid.  If  laid,  they  ought 
to  be  collected  without  preference  or  partiality. 

But  while  some  gentlemen  oppose  the  resoln- 
lions  because  iheyfixa  day  too  near, others  tbiok 
they  fix  a  day  too  distant.  In  my  own  jadzment, 
it  is  not  so  material  what  the  time  is.  as  it  is  to 
fix  a  time.  The  great  object  is  to  aettfe  the  ques- 
tion, ibat  oar  legal  currency  is  to  be  preservci^ 
aod  that  ^e  are  not  about  to  embark  on  tha  ocean 
of  paper  money.  The  State  banks,  if  they  eo^ 
salt  their  own  interest,  or  the  inleresiof  theeom- 
munity,  will  dispose  of  their  Gorernment  Btock% 
and  prepare  tbemselres  to  redeem  tbeir  paper 
and  fulSt  their  contracts.  If  they  should  not 
adopt  this  course,  there  will  be  time  for  the  peo- 
ple to  be  informed  that  the  paper  of  such  JDsiiui- 
tioos  will  not  answer  tbe  demands  of  Gorern- 
ntent,  and  that  duties  and  taxes  must  be  paid  ia 
the  maoaer  provided  by  law. 

I  cannot  say,  indeed,  that  this  measure  will 
ceiuinly  produce  tbe  desired  end.  It  may 
Its  success,  as  is  obvious,  must  essentially  dcpead 
oa  the  coarse  partued  by  the  Treasury  Difart- 
ment.  Bui  its  tendency,  I  think,  must  ot  to  pro- 
dace  ^ood.  It  wilL  I  hope,  be  a  pro<^  that  Coo- 
gress  18  not  regardless  of  its  datr.  Ii  will  be 
evidence  that  this  great  subject  has  not  passed 
without  DOiice.  It  will  record  our  deicrmioatioa 
loretiai  th«  introduction  of  a' moat  dauuctirc 
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ud  miserabte  policy  into  oar  Bystem,  tnd  if 
ibere  be  any  saDctioa  or  aalhority  in  iha  Con- 
stilutfon  and  the  law ;  if  there  be  any  r^rd  for 
justice  and  equality ;  if  there  be  any  care  for  the 
national  rerenne,  or  any  concern  for  the  public 
interest,  let  ffenltemen  consider  whether  they  will 
relinqaish  their  seats  here,  before  thia  or  some 
other  meaaare  be  adopted. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  eoneladed,  Mr.  Liewts 
mored  that  the  reeolattons  be  indnnitely  post- 
poned. 

A  debate  of  maeh  length  and  no  little  wanntb 
MIowed,  oeeapying,  in  a  great  degree,  the  groaod 
taken  on  the  bill  on  the  same  subject,  which  was 
yeaierday  rejected — the  friends  of  the  resolatioos 
urging  the  necessity  of  some  legislatire  act  io  a 
matter  so  deeply  interesting  to  the  public  weal ; 
the  alarming  consequences  which  might  and 
probably  would  follow  from  adjourning,  without 
doing  something  on  the  subject;  and  the  fact 
that  there  was  a  majority  yesterday  in  faror  of 
tbe  bill,  but  accidentally  absent  when  the  question 
was  decided :  and  the  opponents  o(  ihc  measure 

eroteating  against  it,  as  well  from  its  objectiona- 
le  nature  as  against  attempting  it,  when  there 
were  ao  few  members  remaining;  and  after  the 
question  bad  been  decided  by  the  House,  in  the 
lejection  of  the  bill  yesterday.  The  |p;enllemen 
who  spoke  i^inst  postponement,  and  in  favor  of 
the  resDlotions,  were  Messrs.  Calhook,  Oros- 
TBHOB,  ALBxaiiDn,MoBBLBT,PiouniNa,  Ltoh, 
CoLrEPBB,  QoLDBBOBOnQH,  Habdik,  and  Shep- 
rcT}  those  who  opposed  the  resolutions  were 
Messrs.  Lewib,  SMiTn,of  Maryland,and  Wuioht. 

At  the  close  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Liwis  with- 
drew his  motion  for  postponement. 

Mr.  WxBSTBR,  after  obserriog  that  it  was  in 
compliance  with  the  wuhes  of  gentlemen  friendly 
to  tbe  general  object  of  tbe  resolutions,  bat  arerse 
to  the  adoption  of  the  two  first,  withdrew  those 
two. 

Mr.  Calhodm  proposed  to  amend  the  remain- 
ing reeolotion  by  extending  its  provirions  to  the 
notes  of  all  banks  which  should,  at  tbe  time  spe- 
cified therein,  pny  their  notes  ia  speeieon  denund. 

Mr.  WnsTBsaawnoneeeautyforthtsamend- 
mcttt,  and  it  woald  be  better,  he  theughi,  to  leare 
it  for. a  Treasury  regulation.  It  might  happen 
that  a  bank,  pretending  to  pay  specif  might  send 
its  notes  to  a  great  disunee,  where,  if  they  were 
olcred  in  payment,  it  would  be  imposaible  to  as- 
ecrtain  whether  they  were  redeemable  with  spe- 
cie or  noU 

Mr.  CaLHomf  ureed  that  it  was  not  neces* 
sary,  because  the  Treasury  had  already  exercised 
tbe  power,  and  it  might  rery  well  be  left  with 
the  Secretary  stilt  i  bot  be  had  ofiered  tbe  amend- 
ment to  meet  the  wishes  of  other  gentlemen. 
As,  bowerer,  it  was  objected  to,  he  would  not 
press  it.  and  therefore  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Bdaryland,  moTcd  to  strike  oat 
the  "firbt  of  February,"  and  insert  the  "first  of 
March."  Ncgatired— ayes  63,  noes  63L 

Mr.  PiouMB,  after  some  iatrodnetory  remarks, 
oflfered  the  foUowiug  amendment : 

•*  All  bauki  and  banking  institntioBi»  whsae  aalse 
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may  have  bean  Tec^vad  in  the  ecdiectkn  ot  taxes  ec 
other  dues  m  behalf  of  tbe  United  Slates  to  pay  tto 
•anie  notes  in  gold  or  ailm,  or  in  Trsasniy  aetea  aff 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.'* 

Tbe  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  En- 
WABDfi,  Calbodn,  and  Milhob,  and  supported  at 
some  length  by  Mr.  Piokbns,  and  n^tired  by 
a  large  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  who  remarked  that 
a  few  days  would  be  of  much  importance  to  the 
bauka  in  preparing  for  the  payment  of  their  nntes, 
the  ^'twentieth"  was  inwrted  instead  of  the  first 
of  February. 

Mr.  WittOHT  mored  the  following  clause  after 
the  word  "declared,"  in  the  elerenth  line  of  the 
third  resolution : 

"  Or  any  notes  of  any  banks  which  have  been  or 
which  shall  hereaAer  be  paid  by  tbe  United  States  fox 
any  debt  due,  or  demand  by  the  said  United  States." 

Mr.  Edwabos  had  no  objection  to  tbe  amend- 
ment, if  tbe  morer  would  designate  tbe  mode  by 
which  the  notes  paid  away  by  the  GovernmenC 
could  be  identified.  Without  that,  the  amend- 
ment would  be  useless. 

Mr.  Wbioht  replied,  that  it  would  be  very  easy 
to  ascertain  tbe  notes  so  paid  by  marking  them 
in  a  way  to  be  identtfied,  and  that  that  difficulty 
could  be  readily  obviated.  He  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  navs  on  the  question,  which  were  re- 
fused ;  and  tne  amendment  was  rejected  almost 
unanimously. 

Mr.  GoLOBBOROtroB  then  mored  to  insert  the 
following  words  after  tbe  word  "necessary,**  is 
tbe  fourth  line  of  tbe  third  resolution,  so  as  to  read 

**  Such  maasoiea  as  he  may  deem  neoeasaiy,  to  pay 
all  claims  agaiaBt  the  United  Stalea  in  legal  nwnej,  or 
such  Tieaaoi^  notes  as  may  hereafter  be  aeeeptaUe  to 
the  parties  having  audi  daima  against  the  United 
Stataa." 

Thu  motion  produced  a  good  deal  of  diseut- 
sion,  in  which  Messrs.  Ihohah,  Pitkih,  Cau^ 
and  WnaaTBR,  oi^Hwed  tbe  amendment;  ana 
Messrs.  Uoldbborodub  and  Wright  adiroeated 
it.  Mr.  W.  demanded  the  fens  and  nays  on  the 
question,  which  were  asam  refused;  and  th« 
amendment  was  negatircd  without  a  division. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  resolution  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  tbiretime,  wu  decided  ia 
tbe  affirmative — yeas  79,  nays  35,  as  follows : 

YaAa— Messrs.  Adgale»  Alexander,  Ath^n,  Base, 
Baasett,  Boas,  Bradbn^,  Breefcanridge,  Brown,  OUf, 
Calhoan,  Ohampion,  Ohappali.  Chipaan.  Cill^,  Oen- 
diett  Crmgtriton,  Cnlpepsr,  Cntbbnt,  I>avenP«VBdp 
wards.  Forney,  Gaston.  OohU>orongh.  Orima,  Otoe- 
venoT.  Hals.  Hardin,  Hawes,  Henderson.  BeibMt, 
Hoger,  Hungarfcrd.  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentnd^*  Kent,  lAUgdoo,  Love,  Lovett* 
Iiowndee.  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Manb,  Msyrant,  McKee^ 
McLean  of  Kentucky.  Middletoo,  Moseley.  Nelson 
of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia.  Newton,  Noyes, 
Onnsbr,  Parris.  Pickering.  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Reed, 
ReTnolds,  Raggl<ss,  Schanck.  Sharpok  Shaffi>y.  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Steams,  Strong,  Staar^  Stnige%  Tag. 
gart,  rAul,  Taylor  of  Sanih  Carolina,  Tel&tr,  Vom, 
Ward  of  New  Fork,  Wsbstor,  Wilcox,  Wfitoagh^, 
and  Weedwaid. 
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NAm^MflMM.  Arriiar,  BeniMtt,  Betti,  BinMt 

tamt  CMfcr>  C^Mfiwd,  DubngtSD,  Hafan,  Hmat: 
tar>  Irwin  of  PemuylnnUf  Lniiv  Lyk*  Hiteor«  Pkfa*-. 
•ni(  Roane,  Boot*  SaTage,  Southard,  Tate,  Thnx^ 
Ward  of  MaMadKUctto,  Whitetide,  Wilkin,  WiUiaiofl, 
Thonaa  Wilaon,  William  Wilson,  Wright,  and  Talea. 

The  reiolatiOB  was  ordered  to  bemd  alMHI 
UbM'  to-day,  muA  w  forthwith  md  a  tbiid  time 
•nd  paased— ytu  71,  nays  34,  at  follows: 

rxu— MeaiM.  Adffftte,  Akoandor,  Ban,  Bei^  Bnd- 
hv^,  BreckanridfB,  Brown,  Cady,  CaUtomn,  Cbaa- 

?ion,  ChanMlI,  Cilley,  Condict,  Creightoo,  ColMpfr, 
!attiWrt,I)aT<np«rt,£d*arda,  Fomn,  Ga^aiuGolda- 
faonogh,  GroBTOBor,  Hale,  Hawes,  Handanoa,  Her- 
bert, Hager,  Hangerford,  Ingfaam,  Johaaoa  of  Vtrgioia, 
JoboaoD  of  Kentnckv,  Kent,  Langdoo,  Love,  Lovett, 
I<oinid«s,  Lnmpkiti,  Lyon,  Maish,  Miyraot,  McKiee, 
MeLcan  of  Kentucky,  Mtddleton,  MiMeley,  Nelaon  of 
VirgteiH,  NawtoD,  Hoyee,  (^nubj,  Fickuing,  I^tkia, 
Pleaeante,  Reed,  Reyoolde,  Kagglee,  8efa«n«k^  Bhatpe, 
Shef^,  Smitli  of  Maiyland,  Bteans,  Strong,  Stoart, 
8tm«as,Ta«fait^  Taal,  Tayknr  vf  Senth  Carojiaa,  Telr 
ftk,  TaekerTVoae,  WebeteK,  WilcoK,aBd  WiUoagb^. 

Naxs — Meam.  Archer,  Bennett  BiidaaU,  Brooke, 
Biyan,  Caldwell,  Claylao,  ClendeDnin,  Cloptao,Oia«- 
foHi  Dartin^B,  Hafan,  Hall,  HaieteE,  Iiwinof  Fa., 
Leiria^Lyle,  Milnoi,  Pickmi^  Baadtriph,  Roane,  Root, 
Savage,  SoDtbacd.  Tate,  Tbroop,  Waid.of  Mamaho- 
eett^  Whiieada,  WiUdn,  WiUiame,  Tbonuw  Wilaon, 
VUIUiua  Wikon,  Wright,  and  Tatea. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  "  a  reiolatioa  rela- 
tive to  Lba  more  efieetoal  oollceiiqa.  of  ^be  ;publie 
nvcmie." 


SuwaMY,  April  29. 
Oi'dfered,' Ttist  tb«  Ootnmittee  ov  the  Pdblfti 
XiMidS.be'atsehBrged  from  afunher  consideration 
of  the  gereral  petitions  and  documents  referred 
to  them,  aod  upon  which  they  bare  not  reported, 
and  tbftt  the  said  pethieos  and  docomeata  lie  on 
the  table. 

RoaBRTB«N  submitted  the  foHewiag'pri^ 
oshioo  to  ameod  'tbe  Standing  and  Orders 
ofthe  Hooeej  which  was  read,  and  ord««d  to  lie 
on  ihe  table. 

Senhed,  That,  at  the  oommenceDteat  of  any  ftitue 
senlon  of  Oongren,  a  standing  committee  be  appoiat- 
a^cenidating  of  seven  members,  to  be  denommated 
"  the  Oommtttee  on  Private  Land  daima,"  whoeeda^ 
a^AM  ba.to  taka  into,  «aBaideMtioB«U  prifvate^  eUms 
to  Uuadt  whiob  may  be  nfaned  to  thaas^  «r.abaU  or  aaay. 
coaw  inqaastioD.  and  to.  repast  .their  japinboi  tb«».^ 
npa^  togethr-jadth  eneh  propoeitiaaa  AKialiaf.  thawia, 
aaAothesbsMl  ■sankexpodiaav 

Ordertd,  That  tbeCommitire  on  Pennons  ami 
RWohnioaair  Ctairaa  be  discbtrged  from  a  far- 
ther coosideratioD  of  tbe aereral  petitiooa  to  them 
referred,  and  upon  which,  they  bare- not  reported, 
aod  that  the  said  peiitiooa.lie  on  the  table. 

Orderedf  Tbmi  the  Cdmmlitte  on  tbe  Xudioiarf 
be  diseharged  from  ^farUier  coasideratioo  of  the 
severaL  soQeeu  to  tbemiefefred,  and  uppa.wbicb 
they  have  oot  reported,  and-tbat  ibe  aame  be  laid 
on  ihe.  tables 

The  SpBAun  laid  before  the  Hasae  a  letNv 


from  the  GomptroUBr  of  the  Treasary,  enclosing 
sottdry  dooomenta  expbnatory,  and  in  jastifin- 
tion  ^01  tbe  eondoet  of  that  branch  of  the  Domrt- 
.  meat  io:  the  settlement  of  the  accotmls  of  Ooload 
James  Thomas,  laien  Dcpqtt  Q,nartwmaater  Om- 
eral  in  the  ATmr  of  tbe  United  Statea;  wliiah 
was  read,  ud  iwamd  m  lie  on  the  tnUe. 

Tbe  bill  from  die  Senate,  "to  inemae  tlwsat 
aef  «f  the.  Register  of  the  Treasuiy,  and  i»  allow 
him  eonspeiiaalion  for  his  ageney  lo  ooatfcmi^- 
iog  aod  issatDff  Treasury  notes,"  was  readtwtee, 
and  commHted  to  a  ComBiliee  of  the  Wbrte. 

Tbe-jresf^iioo  from  the-Senale,  "aiithorimng 
the  Presideot  of  the  United  States  to  employ  a 
skilful  asttslant  in  the  Corps  of  Engineers,"  wu 
read  twiee,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to>dayk  The  resoltttioo  was  read  a  third  tuneae- 
eordiflgiyi  aad  paaaed. 

Tbe  amentoente  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
tbe  bill coDcerDlog  tbe  owaeis,  o&ren^  and  orew 
of  tim  lale  priraieer  Roger,"  were  read,  and  eon* 
curred'in  by  tbe  Housa. 

The  ameodmeats  proposed  by  the  Benat*  to- 
tbe  bill,  ''making an  appropriation  fom^HUiff 
and  impcevuag  the  public  square  nnu  the  Ca^pi^ 
tot,"  aad  towwliflh  theoffiee«f  Commiisio&eisof 
tbe  PoUie  Buildings  aDdjof  SapenateadenCrand 
for  tfaeuppiatmentof  oDe  Commissiooer  fi>r  tJhe- 
Publio  Buildings,  being  onder  oonsideratiao^  a 
moiiea  wBajDn3e..by  Mr.  Gbappbll,  thai  Uw  said 
biUand  amcadMnta  be^tpoaed  iadefiaitelft 

This  motaottiwaiaiippoMcd  by  Htt  Cumu., 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  O&obtbhob  and  Nb<OAi> 
BOOKiaiid  n^ttnd  almoatananimoady*  Tbe 
said  amndnunia. were  tlwa  eoneumd-uiliyjtbe 
House. 

The  ameDdmenta  proposed  by  tbegenate  to- the 
bill  to  establisb  post  road*  were  nad  and-oea^ 
eonred  in,  except  iba  third  amendmaal^  wWedk  was 
disagreed  to  by  tbe  Hooaa. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  tbe  Seoate  to  the 
biU ' "  fixing  the  eoaapeosaiion  of  the  BeemtarT^f 
the  Senaiaaadtbe  Clerk  of  the  House  o(  Bopn- 
aeomtiTCif  aad  makinga  temporary  provision  Am- 
thederfcs  emplored  in  theit  ofllse^"  wm*  read, 
anddimgietd  to  by  tha^Hoase- 

The  aawndnunts  propmed  by  the  Suiate  to  tbe 
bill  > for  the.  eoafirmation  of  claims  to  land  io- 
the  weaftern  district  of  LontiiaDa,"  w«ra  tend, aad' 
cancnned  iaby  tbe  Honee. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  tbe- Sonata  to  the 
bill  "for  tbe  appointment  of  a  Eorveyor  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illiaois  and 
Maaiaarij"  wece  read,  and  coaeaned-  in  bf  the 
Hoaaeii 

:  Tfae  amendments  propoaed  by  the  Seoate  to  the 
resolution  "to  iademaiiy  Jabex  Mowry  aud-otk- 
eis,"  wera  rcad,and  coocorred  in  by  tbe  House. 

The  amendment  piopoped  by  the  Senate  toiha 
bill  "for  the  reUefof  David  Coffin.  Samuel  sad 
William  Eedaan.  and  Samuel  RodmUf  jt."w 
Tcad,  aad  eeDcnmd  in  by  the  Hooac. 

The  amcndmMt  ptoposed-^y  tha  Soaale  in  tha 
m  «  fertbe  nticfof  Peter  Xadiatt,**  wai  iMd, 
and  committed  to:  a  Ooanltcee  the  Wtaola 
tMvgK 


ProaediMge, 
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The  AmeodiDcuts  proposed  by  the  Seoate  to  the 
bill  Tor  the  gradual  lacrease  of  the  Navy  of  the. 
Uaited  States,**  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  Hqusc. 

The  ameadmeQis  proposed  by  the  Seoate  to  the 
bill  "aathoriziag  the  Judffesof  the  Circuit  Court 
of  tht  District  uf  ColumDia  to  prepare  a  code  of 
jariiprndepce  for  the  said  District,**  were  read, 
aibd  coneorred  in  hy  the  House.  . 

Aa  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow 
drawbacks  of  dnties  on  spirits  distilled  and  tanr 
rehoed  within  the  United  Btetn,*'wM  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  superintendents  of  the  manufac- 
tories of  arms  at  Springfield  and  Harper^  Ferry," 
was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  ihe Senate  "for  setiliQg  the  com- 

fientiation  of  the  commissioners,  elerk,  and  traas- 
Btor,  of  tbe.board  of  land  claims,  in  the  Bastern 
and  Westera  districts  of  jbe  Territory  of  Orleans, 
now  State  of  Lpuisianaj**  was  read  ihe  th/rH  tinie, 
andpassed. 

'A  message/rym  the  Senate  J  nfocmfd. the  Vlpu^e, 
tbiii  the  Senate  have  passed  the  resolijitionlfixing, 
the  time  for  an  adjournment  of  the  present  ses-' 
stoD  of  Congrn^  with  an  ajneodme^t,  in  which 
thty^sk  the  concurrence  of, ibis  House  j  and  they 
inaiston  their  amendments  to  tbebiU  "Gzing  the 
compeosftion  of  the  Se<;retary  of  the  Seoate  and 
the  Clerk,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
maklnff  a  temporary  provision  for  the  clerks  in 
their  oMces." 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An.a^t  making, 
appropria^ons  fbr  carrying  into  effiept  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee 
niitioa  of  Indians,  concluded  at  Washioytoo  the 
23d  day  of  March,  1616,"  was  read  the  third  tiiae, 
and  passed. 

An  eagiossed  bill,  '*  lupplemeolary  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  organizing  the  twee  of  Aeeotintant  of 
the  War  Department,**  was  read  the  third  time, 
•ad  pa»ed. 

Ordereiij  That  the  title  be  ."An  act  dupptement- 
ary  to  ah  act  making  aUeratioD*  in  the  Treasury 
and  War  D9pirtments,naH«dthe8tbday  pf  May, 
1793." 

The  amendment  propos^  by  the  Senate  to  the 
resolution  fixing  the  time  lor  an  adjQurDpien.t  of 
the  preseat  session  of  Congress,  was  read,  and  is 
aa  follows :  Strike  out  "  Saturday  the  20tb,"  and 
insert  "Tuesday  the  30ib." 

Jiaolved,  That  this  House  agree  to  the  said 
anwndDieat. 

The  House  again  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendoients  proposed  by  th?  Senate  to  tba  bill 
"  fixing  the  comMosaiion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent-, 
atirea,  and  making  a  temporary  provisioa  for  the 
clerks  in  their  ofl^es."  Whereupon, 

iZfiiBfv^dt  That  this  House  insist  on  their  disa- 
greeinent  to  ihe  first  and  third,  and  do  recede 
from  their  disagreemeat  to  the  second  of  the  said 
anfteDdmeats. 

Ordered,  That  the  Comotittee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  a  further,  consideration  of  .  the 
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bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  certain  claiiQa 
for  the  services  of  the  militia,  and  that  the  said 
bill  he  postponed  indefinitely. 

Ordired,  That  the  engrossed  bill  supplemept- 
ary  to  the  act  to  encourage  vaccination,  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  to'day. 

Ordered,  "that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  >from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  X<ands,  to 
whom  was  referred  tbe  President's  Message  of 
the  2Dih  January  last,  recommending  ibe  ratifi- 
cation of  certain  donations  of  land  made  by  tbp 
friendly  Creek  Indiana  to  General  Andrew  Jack- 
son, Colonel  Benjamin  Hawkins,  and  others,  and 
that  tbe  said  report  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  o]^ 
ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  from  tbe  Seoate  ''for  the 
relief  of  John  Holkar,  formerly  Consul  General* 
of  France  to  the  United  States;  and  after  some[ 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with(»ai, 
amendment. 

;  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Chajpfell  that  the 
bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  which  was  ne^-, 
iived,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  th^ 
iim  e  tO'dar.  The  bill  vras  then  read  a  third  tmu;, 
hcopcdiiu^  and  passed. 

'  QmEiw^  That  when  the  House  adjourns,  it, 
pdjourn  to  meet  again  on  Monday  next, at. 11 

b'ctock. 

;  0^del■^ill^  That  the  CommiUee  of  the  Wholes 
to  wliuin  is  committed,  the  hill  to  authorize  the 
f  re^iJL'uL  of  the  United  States  to  lease  out  public 
Itudi  CkJOtaining  mines  of  the  precious  metals, 
and  the  bill  to  establish  a  National  Universityibe 
discharged  from  a  further  consideration  thereof 
and  that  the  said  bills  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole., 
be  diticharged  from  a  further  eonsideration  of  thf! 
bill  author  iziog  payment  to  the  widow  of  fitbridga 
Gerry,  deceased,  late  Vice  President  of  the  United  i 
States,  of  half  of  such  salary  as  would  have  been 
payable  to  him  dnriDg  the  residhe  of  tbe  term  fot 
which  he  was  electeq,  bad  he  so  long  lived ;  the 
bill  to  |>revent  the  circulation  of  aochartered  baak. 
notes  in  the  District  of  Columbia  j  the  bill  ta 
cxjtead.  the  pateol  ^rutted  to  Andrew  .Law  foraa 
improvement  in  printing  mosic ;  the  bill  to  ai^ro- 
priaie  the  marriage  license  tax  within  the  coiialy. 
of  Wssbin^ too,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  the 
bill  providing  for  reprinting,  the  collection  of, 
landiawa;  the  report  of  the  Commitieeof  Ways 
and  Means,  upon  the  petition  of  Elisha  TaiholC, 
and  others;  and  of.the  report  of  ibe.Comniittee; 
of  Ways  and  Means  upon  th*  subject  of  revenoa 
anil  'ikac  ihc:  ^aid  bills. and  reports  be  postpoaed. 
IndahoUely. 

.  The  £t«iH  resolved  iiselfinto  a  Committee  of 
ih«  Who|ft«i^jhe  bill  from  the  Senate  eoneen^ 
ing  tb«  avaiu  sum  appropriated  for  arming  anA- 

equipping  the  militia and  after  some  time  ^ifat: 
ihej-t^in.  ii>e  bill  wasreported  withoot amendment, 
anil  tuJirt^^fJ  lobe  read  a  tbitd  time  to-day.  It 
was  accordingly  read  tbe  third  time  and  passed* 
Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  bf 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  esublish  the  office  ttf  ■ 
Accountant  in  the  Departmeat  of  State;  and: 


HISTORY  OF  GONG]^58S, 

Proeee/^off. 


Digitized  by 


1455 


mSTOBT  OF  GONaBESS. 


1456 


H.opR. 


after  aome  time  spent  ihereio,  the  bill  was  reported 
with  an  ameodment,  and  ordered  to  be  postponed 
iadefinitelr. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  llie  Whole 
be  discharged  from  a  further  coosideratioD  o(  the 
bill  eslablishiog  the  Patent  Office ;  providing  the 
meaDs  of  further  encouragement  to  "  authors  and 
inrentors,"  and  guarding  more  effectually  agaiust 
frauds  and  impositions  bjr  patentees;  ano  that 
the  said  bill  be  postponed  inaeSuiiely. 

Amessagefrom  the  Senate  infoiiiied  the  House 
that  the  Senate  foither  insist  on  their  first  and 
third  amendments  to  the  bill  "  fixing  the  compen* 
sation  of  thp  Secretarr  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  and  making  a 
temporary  provision  for  the  clerks  emplo3red  in 
ptbeir  offices,**  and  ask  «  conference  upon  the  sub- 

fiEt-matlcr  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
oasea  upon  the  said  amendment,  to  which  eon- 
fercaee  they  bare  appointed  managers  on  their 
part. 

The  House  proceeded  to  coniidhr  the  said  mes- 
sage: whereupon. 

Jle$olved,  That  this  House  further  insist  on 
their  disagreeing  to  thesaid  first  and  third  amend- 
ments, and  agree  to  the  confeience  asked  hj  the 
Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  disebarged  from  a  ftirther  eonsidmtion  of  the 
bill  from  t^e  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Igoace  Chalmet  Delino,  de- 
ceased," and  that  the  said  bill  be  posiponei  ia- 
definitely. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commiltee  of  the  Whole 
bo  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  *'  for  adjusting  the  claims  to 
land  and  establishing  a  land  office  tor  the  districts 
of  lands  lying  east  of  the  hlississippi  river  and 
island  of  New  Orleans,"  and  that  the  said  bill  be 
postponed  indefinitely. 

VACCINATION. 

The  Honsa  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiltee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to 
eaeonrage  Taeefnation. 

Mr.CoHDiOT  Introduced  an  amend  men  t,eojoin- 
log  it  as  a  duty  on  the  Secretaries  of  (he  War 
and  Navy  Departments,  to  cause  all  the  soldiers 
and  seamen  forthwith  to  be  vacctoated,  who 
ahoold  not  famish  proof  of  having  had  smnll  pox, 
OT  the  vaccine  disease.  In  support  of  this  motion, 
Mr.  C.  stated,  that  the  small  pox  broke  oat  among 
the  crew  of  the  Guerriere  at  Naples ;  twelve  had 
the  disease,  four  of  whom  died.  Daring  the  same 
cruise,  a  case  of  small  pox  occurred  on  board  the 
Congress  fri^te  on  the  9th  of  October,  1815,  the 
lofeetion  having  probahly  been  received  at  Msl- 

9 [a,  which  place  the  sbipleft  theSSth  September, 
be  crew  was  miistereo  on  the  17th  and  eighty- 
five  persons  inoealated,of  whom  sixty-seven  had 
the  disease.  From  these  facts,  Mr.  C.  presumed 
the  House  wonld  see  the  utility  of  the  proposed 
amendment. 

The  amendmeDt  was  agreed  to ;  as  well  as  one 
oRred  also  by  Mr.  C.  to  extend  the  duration  of 
»aaci  10  eenm  instead  oTtkne  yean. 


AraiL,  1810. 


The  amendments  were  reported  to  the  Rouse; 
when  Mr.  Habdih  moved  the  lodefinite  postpone- 
meat  of  the  hill.  After  some  debate,  this  moiioa 
was  negatived  by  a  large  majority ;  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

MoNOAT,  April  29. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad 
Means  be  disebarfced  from  a  further  consideration 
of  the  several  subjects  to  them  referred,  and  npoQ 
which  they  have  not  reported- 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  res6\u- 
tioo  submitted  by  Mr.  Robbbtbon,  on  the  STTth 
instant,  proposing  an  ameodment  to  the  standiag 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  which  being  again 
read,  was  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  follows : 

JRetolved,  That  at  the  commenaement  eadi  fii- 
tar«  sessiou  of  Congms,  a  standing  committee  be  tp- 
pointed,  consisting  of  five  mamben,  to  be  denooiniafed 
"  the  Committee  on  Prirate  Land  CisiiD%"  whose  dutr 
it  shall  be  to  take  into  cooaideration  all  claims  to  land, 
which  may  be  referred  to  tham,  or  shall,  or  may  conae 
in  question,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon,  to- 
gether with  such  propositions  for  relief  theniii,  as  I* 
them  shall  seem  expedient 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wii^ojv, 

Ordered,  That  the  Commiltee  on  Public  Ex- 
penditures  be  didcharged  from  a  fortber  constif- 
eration  of  the  letter  and  documents  of  General 
William  Henry  Harrison,  and  that  the  same,  to- 
gether with  the  commnnicaiions  and  documents 
presented  to  the  committee,  on  the  same  subject, 
be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  that  he 
be  iosiructed  to  report  thereon  to' this  House  at 
liieir  next  session. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  biU  of  this 
House  "to  allow  drawmck  of  duties  od  sprrits 
distilled  and  sugar  refined  within  the  CJoiied 
States,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate 
have  passed  a  bill^  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the 
compensation  of  the  Chaplains  of  Congress,"  in 
which  bill  they  ask  the  eoneurrence  of  this  Houie. 
And  they  insist  upon  their  first  and  third  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  from  this  Hou<e,  fixing  the 
compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represeatatirci, 
and  making  a  temporary  provision  tor  theelerki 
employed  in  their  offices,  with  the  amendment 
recommended  by  the  Managers  at  the  conference 
on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Haaoiif,  from  the  Managers  at  the  confar- 
eoce  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses, 
upon  the  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  See- 
retary  of  the  Senate,  and  Cterk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  making  a  temporary  pro- 
vision for  the  clerks  employed  in  their  offices, 
reported  that  the  conferees  recommended — 

TJiat  the  House  of  Representatives  recede 
from  their  disagreement  to  the  first  and  tbirrf 
amendments,  and  that  the  bill  be  farther  ametd- 
ed  by  inserting  after  the  word  'eflfeet,*  in  the  last 
line  thereof,  the  following  words :  'And  eoaliane 
in  force  for  two  jrears." 
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The  HoDse  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
leport  and  amendmeDt ;  vhereopoa, 

jRefo/ved,  That  tbia  House  recede  from  their 
disagreemeDt  to  the  said  first  aad  third  amead- 
meats,  with  the  aroeodmeat  to  the  bill  recom- 
meoded  by  the  cooferees. 

The  ameadmeot  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "  10  allow  drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled and  sugar  reSoed  within  the  United  States," 
was  read,  and  comaiitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-day. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  fixing  the  eompen- 
saiion  of  the  Chaplalos  of  Congress^"  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  last  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  H.  Peaslee,  Nathan  B.  Haswell,  and  Rus- 
aell  Jones;  and  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "con- 
cerning the  UhinTy  of  Congress,  be  discharged 
from  a  farther  consideration  thereof,  and  that  the 
said  bills  be  postponed  iodefioitely. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  comma- 
Bicating  certain  information  called  for  respeciiog 
the  number  of  American  prisoners  at  Dartmoor, 
which  had  been  impressed,  dbc;  which,  with  the 
documents,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  encour- 
age vaccination,  which  was  under.consideraiion 
at  the  time  of  adjournment  on  Saturday,  was 
taken  up. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  bill  be  indefinite- 
ly postponed. 

The  postponemeot  was  supported  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster and  Mr.  PiccEBtHQ  on  various  grounds, 
ujieonnected  with  any  view  of  obstructing  the 
dissemination  of  the  vaccine  matter;  the  want 
of  time  to  deliberate  on  the  provisions,  of  the 
bill ;  the  doubt  whether  Cooeress  could  consti- 
tutionally appropriate  money  for  such  purposes, 
&c.  The  postponement  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
"Wbiobt  and  Cokdiot.  who  replied  to  the  genile- 
mea  above  named ;  after  which  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  indefinitely  postponed — 
ayes  49,  noes  48. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  [from  f3,400  to  83,000.]  and  to 
compensate  him  for  sigaiog  Treasury  notes, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
in  which  the  allowance  for  signing  Treasury 
notes,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowhdeb,  stricken 
ODI.  The  HoDse  concurred  in  the  amendment, 
ud  ordered  the  bill  lo  a  third  reading;  which 
ma  snbsequently  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tb*  Hoase  reaolred  itself  into  »  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senane  "to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Au- 
drain ^'  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Commitiee  reported  their  agreement  to  the  said 
ameadment.— The  amendment  was  then  con- 
corred  in  by  the  House. 

The  Huilse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  **  to  allow  drawback  of  duties 
oo  spirits  diitiUad  and  aogar  refloed  within  the 


United  States  ;**  and  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
"fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Chaplains  of 
Congress;"  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  reported  their  agreement  to  the 
said  amendment,  as  also  the  said  bill  without 
amendment. — The  amendment  was  then  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

Ordered.  That  the  bill  "fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  Chaplains  of  Congress,"  be  read  a  third , 
time  to-day.  The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  whom  is  committed  the  bills  from  the 
Senate,  Tor  the  relief  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John 
Denniv*  and  "  providing  for  the  publication  of 
the  decisions  of  tne  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States }"  the  bill "  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Lawrence 
and  others,  merchantsof  New  York."  and  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  respecting  the  re* 
mains  of  the  late  General  George  WasBiHOTOH, 
be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  there- 
of,  and  that  the  said  bills  and  report  be  postponed 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  PioKEBiNQ  submitted  the  following  propo- 
sition of  amendment  to  the  standing  rules  and  or- 
ders  of  the  House;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table: 

Raohed,  That  the  fotloning  be  added  to  the  miss 
and  orders  of  the  Houm  : 

1.  All  standing  committees,  except  the  Committee 
of  Wijs  and  Means,  shall  consist  each  of  five  mem- 
bers, and  no  member  AM  be  pnt  on  more  than  one 
standing  committee  at  the  same  time. 

9.  Of  the  jonmab  of  the  Honse  printed  from  day  to 
day  while  Ooogren  m  ia  sessioD,  ten  copies  only  AM 
be  delivered  in  sheets,  and  these  ihall  be  in  the  eas- 
tody  of  the  Olerk. 

S.  Daily,  while  tbe  Hons*  is  in  Msaion,  the  post 
ftce  attaobod  to  it  wbM  be  and  cootinoe  ahvt. 

POST  OPnCE  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER,  after  expressing  his  desire  that 
the  House  would  go  into  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  pronounce  some  opinion  upon  it,  moved 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  disoharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  coip- 
mittee  of  investigation  into  tbe  fiscal  afiairs  of  the 
General  Post  Office,  that  the  same  might  be 
brought  at  once  before  the  Houie. 

Mr.  Root  suggested  the  propriety  of  referring 
tbe  subject  to  the  President  of  the  United  Slates, 
who  would  investigate  the  report,  the  evidence, 
&c.,  and  do  justice  to  the  parties  conoerned. 

Mr.  CoLPBraB  opposed  this  coursft  The  Post- 
master General  had  asked  of  the  House  the  in- 
vestigation, which  had  in  part  been  acted  on,  and 
it  was  the  duty  of  tbe  House  to  prosecnte  the  in- 

3uiry.  It  was  his  misfortune  to  know  a  great 
eal  of  this  aSair,  and  he  wished  it  taken  up  in 
this  House,  that  it  might  be  amply  developed  and 
fully  acted  on. 

Mr.  McEee  madea  few  remarks  on  the  propri- 
ety of  taking  up  the  subject,  uoeonoected  with 
tbe  meriis  of  tbe  case.  He  adverted  to  a  fact 
which  had  come  to  bis  knowledge— tbe  dismissal 
of  some  of  tbe  clerks  from  tbe  Post  Office ;  and 
lie  should  be  giad  to  leara  whether  that  had  been 
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done  io  cooneqacnee  of  aajr  faeu  they  lud  dis> 
closed,  or  vbether  it  appeared  to  the  committee 
that  tnose  men  jtOBseued  any  evidence  vbich 
their  dismissvl  might  be  iotended  to  prereot. 

Mr.  Wbiopt.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  a  little 
surprised  at  the  present  effort  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Cdlfxpeb) 
to  bring  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
QeneralPost  Office,  after  the  honorable  chairman 
of  that  committee  has  gone  home  with  leave,  and 
a  week  after  this  House  has  sent  ibeir  resolmioo 
to  the  Senate  to  adjourn— especiallj  when  it  is  a 
fact  of  notoriety,  that  the  honorable  chairman  of 
that  committee  bi^d  made  several  abortive  efforts 
to  take  up  that  report.  There  most  be  some 
secret  spring  to  this  untimely  atien^pt  to  lake  up 
a  subject  ofso  much  moment.  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
manner  that  this  si)t>jeet  was  brought  before  this 
House,  so  highly  honorable  to  the  head  of  that 
Department,  tea ta  the  feelings  of  thai  hishly  hon- 
orable officer,  that  the  character  of  thiit  office 
aboold  not  only  be  pure,  but  nosuspected.  He 
therdTore  sought  the  investigation,  which  ha« 
•mtuated  in  the.  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
•rideoce  of  the  facts,  which  will  show  that  thejr 
mre  not  of  an  order  to  induce  an  unkind  suspi- 
cion of  any  impurity  in  any  ef  the  officers. in  ine 
establishment,  unless  in  the  malcontents,^^wbo,  by 
their  indirections  and  false  clamors,  ba^e  evinced 
a  disposition  to  undermine  their  superiors,  and 
therepy  g&)a  b  ^tade  for  themselves— but  who,  by 
tMs,timelv  io^ui/y,  have  bega  disappointed,  an4, 
for  their  false  clamor^  haye  b«ea  tbemselTes  rer 
B^iTedr  I  kwi  w}3  pl?a«uf^.tbe  remarks  of  the 
boiwriU^  M4»«rs.  CasioaT^ai^  Pi«K£BiH.%.and 
fieftliltTf  maiV^Kn  of  thio  committep,  going  all 
lengths  to  testify  their  sense  of  the  eoueet  con- 
datt  of  tkejoSflm  compUiMd  of.  They  charge 
Mr.  Bradley.wilh  being  a  cDBttaetor-io  eauy  the 
nail  by  a  contract  with  the  Postnfi^er  Qaneral, 
Mr.  Granger,  although  Mr.  Bradley  declined  such 
a  copartnership,  but  by  the  express  approbation 
of  Mr.  Granger.  They  charge  that,  afier  that 
contract  was  closed,  the  compensation  was  greatly 
increased  by  an  additional  article,  but  on  inquiry 
it  is  found  that  the  same  additional  article  of  com- 
pensation contained  an  eitensioi^  of  the  route 
beyond  the  additional  compensation.  They 
charge,  also,  that  Mr.  Bradley  caused  the  moneys 
paid  into  the  Fast  Office,  to  be  deposited  in  a 
bank,  to  which  he  had  been  chosen  president. 
Sir,  the  honorable  selection  of  that  gentleman  to 
be  the  president  of  a  banli^  is  strong  evidence  of 
die  integrity  of  his  character j  and,sir,if  chemoaey 
of  the  put>lic  were  necessarily  to  be  deposited  in 
some  mnk  for  safe-keepii^  and  for  the  facility 
of  disbursemeaC  can  any  man  be  of  opinion  that 
they  would  not  oe  as  safe  there,  under  the  double 
responsibility  of  the  officer  who  was  to  direct  the 
deposites,  as  well  as  the  disbursements?  Aodi^ 
sir,  if  any  profit  could  arise  to  the  officer  at  the 
head  of  the  bank,  can  it  be  an  objection  with  any 
honorable  man,  that  be  should  be  excluded  from 
ilwtbenefitj  becoiwe  h<i  was  high  in  the  confidence 
of  the  nauoo,  where,  it  Is  well  known,  he  had, 
long  b^n  a  perfect  dradget?  And,  sir,  It  is  wdl 
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knpwn  that  the  Post  Office  decositeawwisalwifs 
loade  in  that  bank,  and  long  nefore  the  selection 
of  Mr.  Bradley  to  be  the  president — and  would 
any  man  feel  disposed  to  remove  the  deposites, 
because  Mr.  Bradier  was  put  at  the  bead  of  that 
bank? 

Mr.  Grobvjbmok  thought,  if  the  Postmaster  G«a- 
eral.  after  asking  the  invesiigation,  haj  dtschaiyed 
clerks  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  remnioder  of 
the  clerks  from  giving  testimony,  it  was  a  hi^h 
contempt  of  this  House,  and  deserved  its  severe 
animadversion.  He  did  not  know  such  was  the 
fact— he  had  no  evidence  of  it  but  common  leporu 

Mr.  Jobbson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  this  was 
a  subject  in  the  estimation  of  the  member  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Cdlpepbb)  sufficiently  im- 
portant to  arrest  all  other  business  before  the 
House.  It  is  a  little  aatoaisbing}  said  Mt.  that 
a  member,  impressed  with  this  importance,  and 
ffhieh  he  would  not  denjr,  shonld  maka  sooli  a 
motion  one  day  only  previons  to  the  dose  of  tbe 
session,  when  the  House  bad  before  it  a  great 
number  of  bills,  which  it  was  indispensable  to  be 
acted  upon  ;  not  only  this,  but  to  make  tbe  motioa 
the  day  the  chairman  had  left  Congress,  and  not 
the  chairman  only,  but  other  members — onefipm 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbod^)  who  was  anxious  to 
have  the  subject  before  the  House,  but  which  the 
House,  on  several  occasions,  bad  refused,  or  na- 

Jlected  if  you  will,  to  take  into  cooaideratioD> 
Ir.  J.  said,  he  Was  equally  anxious  that  the  si^ . 
ject  should  be  investigated;  yes,  thoroughly  iui- 
vesti^ted ;  for  he  never  bad  been  placed  in  a 
situation  where  he  was  afraid  to  accuse  or  acqnit 
any  persoBi  if  it  became  his  duty  to  do  so.  To 
meet  the  wishes  of  tne  gentleman  from  Nortk. 
Carolina,,  he  said,  he  W9Uld  vote  to  rescind  the 
joint  resolution  of  adjournment,  if  the  propoaitioa 
was  made;  for  no  member  could  believe  that  jus- 
tice could  be  done  to  either  party,  in  so  short  a, 
time,  if  the  subject  was  so  important.  Mr.  J.said, 
that  be  was  very  glad  to  find  that  the  honorable, 
mover  knew  so  much.  Did  he  know  more  dni^. 
the  committee  of  investigation?  If  so,  how? 
Did  the  committee  refuse  testimony,  or  did  (bey 
suppress  any  important  fact?  Mr.  J.  wished  la 
ask  each,  member  of  the  committee  on  thu  sub- 
ject, and,  he  wanted  to  know  if  the  committee 
agreed  to  tbe  report  unanimously,  or  yns  the 
committee  divided  1  These  were  inquiries  be 
should  make ;  and  if  the  member  from  North 
Carolina  knew  more  than  tb$  committee,  he  would 
inquire .  from  what  source  he,  obtained  bis  infor- 
mation! and  whj,sucb  .iniormfation  was  withhdd 
from  the  ecunmittee  ?  Buf  at.tbis  time  these  ia- 
quiries,  could  jiot  be  macle^  pf  ail  the  coaimitue, 
because  one-half  had  left  city. 

If  this  matfer^was  not  brpt^ht  forvrard,  whose 
fiiuli  was  it?  It  was  m  tbe..pbwfr  of  any  mem* 
ber.  to  makf  a  motion,  at  apy  time,  that  would 
have  iovolved  thf  discussion  of  tb«^  merits  of  tbe 
report.  Those  very  membef?,  were  to  Wame, 
wjto  w^re  diss^tisfi^diV^ith  tbe..cot|rpe.  the  chair- 
man, pulfs^ed  in  callipg  up  tbjg  r«^rt,  what  the 
Speaker  read  the.  order  oC  the  daj!  on  thai  snb- 
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failed  it  tvioe,  and  on  oeitlivr  otquton  would 
'the  Hooae  tske  np  the  subjeet--«iid  he  prnumcd 
»befl«vie  thfl  more  prcsaiog  eoDceros  of  the  natioa 
imgce  before  tha  Houie.  If  that  was  the  reason, 
vt  whaterer  reasop,  it  is  impossiblei  said  Mr. 
that  justice  can  be  done  to  the  parties  coneecafd, 
lat  this  time  J  nor  could  members  express  their 
I  sentinMatfi,  which  be  was  desirous  to  do,  at  the 
icloaeof  the  session.   This  view  alone  would  prc- 
Tentbim  from  roting  to  take  up  the  subject  now. 
iSom^  obserratioBs  had  been  made  in  relattoo  to 
i  three  of  the  clerks  being  dismissed.  Mr.  J.  said, 
I  if  the  necessity  existed  for  such  dismissal,  he  re- 
gr«tted  that  necessity.   If  thef  were  dismi>aed 
without  necessity,  be  would  still  mote  re^et  the 
cireumatanoe,  beeavse,  deserved  or  not,  thf  dit- 
miesed  clerks  would,  no  doubt*  feel  it  in  relation  to 
their  avoeatioiuk  Bnt,  Mr*  J.  said,  whp  was.tbc 
jodgq  oo  this  «oeasion  9  Who  had  the  pojKer  of 
appQiotiag  elerki  in  the  variQua  Sxeeiuive  offioea, 
Iromthefoaiidatioapf  tbaGoyernment?  Wa»it 
Coogress,  or  the  Heads  of  Departments?  Wputd 
it  be  proper  for  Congress  to  appoint  the  Tarioos 
clerk*.? :  If  so,  they  would  then  ha?e  tbe  righi  to 
diemiee*  Hare  we  ever  bad  an  inquiry  imtt  the 
cantes  of  the  dismissal  of  any  officer  of  the  Ooj- 
eiAffienli  by  the  Executire,  or  the  dismissal  of  avy 
cierkbytheileaclof aDeperUBaot?  HebelicTtd 
no  sBci^  ease  could  be  adduced  {  of  course,  Mr.  J. 
said,  whether  he  eoasideted  theae  clerks  worthy 
of  confidence,  or  not,  he  was  not  the  jwlge  of 
their  continuance  in  employment;  It  wae  the 
PoetmwtcE  General  Bikt,  say  gcatlem^n,  sheMt 
clerk*  betumed  out  for.  giving. eridenoe  in  an 
inqqiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Department  to 
mwnh.  Abey  belong  ?  Mr.    said  qv^  they  should 
n»t,be  tuned  out  for  speaking  the  imth^-but  if 
thAy4Dadela]ce«eetuatwns,it  waawith  tluHcad 
of  the  Department  to  judge  of  their  conduct,  and 
reaMn  shem  or  dismiss  them,  as  he  thongh  t  proper- 
I»,fl«ying  this,  Mr.  J.  did  not  intend  to  give  any 
opinion.  oB  the  case,  becaoae  the  Speaker  coaaidr 
eredit  ontof  order;  but  he  wanted  that  ontor- 
twuty,  whenerer  time  wottld  adnuir-rnor  did  he 
iri«h  to  say  anything  to  injure  the  dismissed 
cUf ks.  He  did  not  know  them  ;  he  wished  their 
coBtUtion  could  bare  been  otherwise— he  had  no 
feeUact  °f  hostility  to  them.^  But  it  had  been 
saift  ttia.t  these  clerks  bad  been  dismissed  while 
the  iavestigatio*  was  pr^ressing,  and  because 
tbiay  iiad.made  the  asousaiiona.  Mr.  J.  saud,  the 
fact  was  otherwise,as  to  the  pendency  of  the  inves- 
tigMioit,  It  was  a  fact  that  theinvestigaUon  was 
dosed  preTiMsly  to  their  dismissal;  after  tbeir 
diwiseal  he  noderstood  the  clerks  were  indig- 
naMj  ■■■^  F^csiod  to  be  brought  before  theeom- 
iiultp«  a^uA;  they  were,  broijght  forward,  and 
alip.had  aecees.to  tbe  Pee»  Office  books,  and  the 
nae  of  other  vritDenies,  and  he  understood  that 
th^additiomi  teelimwrhad  been.taken  andrer 
ported  by  the.  cominitA«^  and  ww  now  before 
thftHowfl. 

Iftjrelalioa  u>  the  dismissal  of  olerka,  thie  ,wa9 
the  puincijile  the.  House  would  adopt,  that  »  to 
s«y*-tfaa  Howe,  would  in^tire  whether  any  im* 
PMtioa  hMLbmn  {vaetiied  t9,  nuke  Uuip  .cm^n 


or.aappresa  the  truth.  If  a  bribe,  or  any  rewari 
should  be  offered  to  a  clerk,  or  any  other  witness, 
to  conceal  the  truth,  or  surest  a  falsehood,  such 
act  being  proren,  would  be  sufficient  to  consign 
such  officers  to  infamy  and  to.dismisml;  or  ue 
fhct  that  a  clerk  was  threatened  with  dismissal,  if 
he  told  the  truth— such  a  charge,  from  respecta- 
ble authority,  would  demand  examination.  He 
should  vote  for  a  standing  committee  in  the  re- 
cess, or  during  tbe  session,  either,  to  make  in- 
quiricB;  but  ao  such  fact  had  been  proven,  and 
no  such  su^estion  had  been  made. 

It  had  been  stated  that  the  clerks  told  tbe  com- 
mittee that  they  understood  they  were  to  be  dis- 
qiissed,  and  when  dismissed  that  it  bad  been  on , 
account  of  giving  evidence,  but  it  could  not  be 
on  account  of  any  fact  to  which  tbey  made  oath : 
because,  with  all  their  testimony,  they  had  prorea.: 
nothing  that  they  stated  they  could  prove.^  So. 
says  the  report ;  and  now  we  ask  if  the  com^ 
mutee  suppressed  any  fact?  If  not»  then  do 
charge,  hat  oeen  proven.  Mr.  J.  said,  that  while 
he  would, at  every  Jiazard  maintain  his  independ- 
ence at  a  representative,  he  would  as  obstinately 
oppose,  any  interference  with  Executive  duties. 
Indeed,  said  Mr.  J.,  tbe  dismissal  of  the  clerka 
was  the  very  conrse  to  make  them  prove  every^ 
thing  tbpt  could  be  proren  ;  and  we  see,  from  the , 
statements  of  members  of  the  committee,  that  it 
had  the-  effect  of  a  request  on  the  part  of  the  dia- 
misaed  clerks  to  be  heard  again ;  they  were  heard 
anin  as  to  the  investigation — iherubre,  the  dia* 
Bussal  eoald  not  hare  been  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent them  from  giring  all  the.  informatioa  in 
their  power;  and  with  all  that  additional  iocea- 
tire  not  one  charge,  had  been  pceven,  onlesaa. 
eommixtee  of  seven  members  h^ve  been  wanting, 
in  their  duty.  Nor  had  he  heard  a  snggeation 
from  any  of  the  committee,  that  any  of  the  ebaryas 
had  been  proven.  There  was  one  subject  upoa 
which  he  also  wished  to  express  his  views— as  la, 
ibe  depcsites  of  the  Post  Office,  and  theregnU" 
tioo  of  its  fiscal  concerns.  But  that  was  not  now 
in  Older,  and  be  should  say  no  more. 

Mr.  FicJKEBino  said,  the  gentleman  from  New-, 
York  (Mr.  QBoavBifoa)  considered  tbe  removal- 
of  those  clerks  of  the  Oeneral  Post  Office  who 
bad  appeared  as  accosets  in  relation  to  the  con* 
duct  of  that  DeiKtrtmeot,  while  that  conduct  was 
under  inresugaticn  by  the  orders  of  this  House, 
as  a  contempt  of  tbe  House.  On  tbe  fact  assum- 
ed by  the. gentleman}  his  observation  must  bs 
admitted  to  fae  correct.  But  before  their  remoyat 
those  clerk*  bad  beea  tbemaelves  examined,  and 
the  committee  had  for  a  long  time  and  very  pa- 
tiently listened  to  the  statements  and  summoned 
before  them  every  person  within  their  reach, 
whom  tbe  clerks  or  any  of  them  represented  w 
able  to  give  any  lestimooy  in  support  of  the  aog- 
gestions.  Towards  the  close  of  tbe  investigation, 
those  clerks  discovered  no  abatement  of  zeal,  ia 
bunting  for  persons  who  had  exchaiued  any 
bank  notes  with  the  persons  accused.  But  most 
or  all  of  these  cases  occurred  prior  to  the  differ- 
eoce  in  value  of  the  notes  of  differept  banks }  and 
for  very  small  soms,  a«  twenty,  to  fifty,  and  cmce 
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for  a  haodred  dollars.  These  exchanges  appear 
to  bare  been  made  lo  accommodate  persons  in 
ibis  District,  bf  K>rin|;  them  District  nutes  or  those 
current  in  the  District  in  exebange  for  notes  of 
dbtant  banks.  Bat  it  did  not  appear  that  these 
exchanges  were  erer  made  with  pablie  money. 

Bot  wbalerer  may  be  the  jtist  eonstructioa'of 
the  eondaetof  the  Poit  Office  Department,  said 
Hr.  P.,  in  dismissing  the  accusing  clerks — tfaey. 
or  some  of  them,  mast  certainl]r  be  deemed  to 
bare  acted  in  contempt  of  this  House;  white  the 
inrestigaiion  was  going  on,  and  hebeliered  almost 
from  its  commeocemeaL  partial  and  inflammatory 
ktatemenis  were  furnished  to  the  editors  of  one 
or  more  newspapers,  which  were  republished  by 
others,  calculated  to  make  improper  and  unfound- 
ed impressions  on  the  minds  of  all  who  read  ibem. 
And  those  statements,  from  their  nature,  mast  be 
presumed  to  hare  been  made  by  those  clerks,  or 
some  of  them.  ' 

Mr.  GaoaTcnoR,  in  repiv  toMr.JoBHsoN  said, 
if  the  rule  was  once  established  that  they  could 
not  inquire  into  aoch  transactions,  erery  oflScer 
of  the  OoTernmeat  would  set  them  at  defiance, 
and  might  do  iojustiee  with  impunity.  He  ac 
knowledged  he  knew  of  no  fact  or  esidenee  of 
improper  conduct  in  thisafiair;  bot  the  gentle- 
man himself  had  by  his  arguments  prored  the  ne- 
cessity of  resisting  conduct  such  asnad  been  men- 
tioned respecting  the  clerks.  Did  not  the  House 
see  it  was  holding  a  threat  orer  the  heads  of  the 
lemaiaing  clerks  to  prevent  them  from  ^iviog 
testimony  t  If  it  was  a  fact,  it  would  require  the 
interference  of  the  House.  Admit,  said  Mr.  Q., 
that  you  bare  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  dis- 
creAon  of  the  Heads  of  Departments  unless  they 
touch  our  privileges,  still  this  is  a  case  requiriog 
the  interference  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Cbeiohton  said,  notwithstanding  the  ab- 
aence  of  the  chairman  and  two  of  the  members 
of  the  select  eommittep,  aa  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee be  should  be  gratified  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  shoulobe  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  report,  that  the  subject 
might  be  brought  before  the  House  for  full  ezam- 
inaiion ;  but  would  have  been  better  pleased  if 
the  House  bad  indulged  the  chairman  in  the 
call  made  by  him  a  few  days  since  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report,  as  more 
time  for  discussion  would  have  been  afforded. 
The  committee  had  a  laborious  task  to  perform; 
their  sittings  were  long  and  frequent,  and  many 
witnesses  were  examined.  He  believed  all  the 
clerks  in  the  General  Post  Office  were  examined ; 
the  books  and  papers  stated  by  any  of  the  witnes- 
ses as  containing  evidence  relating  to  the  inquiry 
were  produced  and  submitted  to  the  clerks  calling 
for  the  samef  to  imprOTe  as  evidence ;  the  names 
of  many  individaals  were  faraiahed  by  the  clerks 
as  witnesses,  and  in  erery  instance  they  were 
•ummoned  and  carefully  examined.  After  the 
examination  wasclosed  three  clerks  in  the  General 
Post  Office  were  dismissed,  as  they  afterwards 
informed  the  committee,  and  requested  to  be 
again  heard.  The  committee,  anxious  to  afford 
the  fullest  opportunity,  eooreud  and  heard  the 


statements  they  had  to  make,  and  at  their  instance 
summoned  several  witnesses,  Who  atteoded  and 
testified  before  them.  The  books  of  tbe  Post  Of- 
fice were  asain  produced,  on  the  saggeatioa  of 
one  of  the  clerks,  which  ha  said  contained  iaport- 
ant  tesiimony,from  which  noteiltmony  wusab- 
mitted  to  the  eomrolttee  that  had  not  been  pre- 
viously examined.  A  foH  and  fair  opportnntiy 
was  afibrded  to  all  persons,  whether  in  the  char- 
acter of  necnsers  or  witnesses ;  and  tbe  resnli  had 
been  presented  to  the  House.  He  should  rote 
for  tbe  motion  of  the  gentleman  frem  North  Cato* 
tioa,  and  even  at  this  late  period  of  the  aeaaion 
hoped  tbe  report  wonld  be  taken  np  and  noted  on 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  FoBMiT  said,  believing  tbat  the  merit  of 
this  report  was  not  now  properly  under  consider* 
aiion,  he  should  only  state  in  answer  to  tbe  in- 
quiries made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,(Mr.  McKbb,)  that  the  committee  were 
not  in  possession  of  any  facts  relative  to  the  dis- 
missal of  tbe  clerks  in  the  Post  Office,  exeept 
what  were  given  by  the  elerka  themselrcs.  ,  The 
committee  did  not  think  it  their  duty  to  entet 
into  an  inrestigaiion  of  the  motires  governing 
the  Postmaster  General  in  dismissing  these  cleru, 
as  he  undoubtedly  had  the  power  lo  do  in  thac 
case  as  he  should  think  proper.  Had  the  com- 
miiiee  discovered  any  undue  iofloeoceor  ramper- 
ing  with  the  witnesses,  it  was  probable  they 
woald  then  have  thought  it  their  doty  to  have 
gone  into  a  more  particular  examination  of  the 
matter.  During  this  in'restigatlon,  two  of  the 
princi^l  clerks  in  that  Department  stated  to  the 
committee  tbat  they  were  denied  access  to  the 
books  of  the  office,  by  which  tbey  could  be  enaUed 
to  support  the  charges.  In  consequence  of  this 
statement,  tbe  books  thought  necessary  were 
demanded  by  the  committee ;  the  eridenee  re- 
sulting from  their  invest^tion  is  before  the 
Hoose.  But  it  is  an  nndeniable  fact,  that,  a  shor* 
time  after  the  commencement  of  this  tnvestiga 
tion,  these  clerks  stated  that  they  were  temoved 
from  the  duties  they  used  to  perform,  and  redoecd 
to  do  the  lowest  drudgery  in  the  office.  While 
up,  Mr.  F.  felt  tt  his  duty  to  state,  that  be  waa 
fully  in  possession  of  the  sentiments  of  tbe  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virgiuia,  (Mr.  BarboobJ 
a  member  of  this  committee,  now  absent,  in  re- 
lation to  this  report—which  Mr.  F.  h^d  been  re- 
quested to  state  when  this  subject  should  be  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Hall  was  decidedly  of  opinion  with  Mr. 
GaosvBifOB,  not  that  the  amount  was  cMse- 
quenee,  but  on  principle.  If  the  alleged  coodoct 
respecting  the  clerks  was  tolerated,  yon  take  away 
all  inquiry  into  tbe  condact  of  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments. He  knew  not  that  the  fact  was  as  h*d 
been  suggested;  but  shall  we  suffer  men,  said 
Mr.  H.  to  be  disebaiged  fram  their  public  empli^- 
ment  because  they  were  expected  to  give  eritwnee 
of  improper  conduct  t  He  repeated,  he  knew  net 
that  the  fact  was  so;  bat  If  -  it  was,  he  wonM 
redress  It.  He  inquired  whether  a  certain  |^ 
of  evidence  in  his  bands  respecting  theaaleef  n 
draft  had  bean  sttbmiiied  to  the  eommiune. 
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Mr.  CRBiaBTOR  stated  ia  reply,  ibat  the  eir- 
camstanee  referred  to  bad  been  tbeiubjecl  ofio- 
Testtgation,  doring  the  ezimination  of  other  tea- 
timoDy.  on  oatb. 

Mr.  CnLPBPBR's  motioa  was  thea  afreed  to; 
and,  oD  motioo  of  Mr.  Gbobtenob,  tba  report 
was  laid  on  the  taUe. 


TuBSDAT,  April  30. 
Mr.  Rahdolpb  presented  the  petition  of  iuq- 
dry  inhabitants  of  Cbarlotte  couniy,  in  (be  State 
of  Virginia, praying  that  i be  maijs  may  not  be 
transnaitted  or  Opened  oa  Snndaya.— lAid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Randolph-, from  the  committee  appointed 
OD  the  first  of  Mareb  last,  to  inquire  into  an  tile* 
IpU  traffic  ia  stares,  carried  on  throoch  tba  medi- 
vm  of  thia  District,  by  persons  in  diflereot  States, 
reported  rarions  testimooy  collected  by_  the  com* 
■nittee,  in  the  course  of  their  inrestigation  of  tbe 
Bubject ;  but  withoat  other  report  of  faeta  or  opin- 
ions. The  documents  containing  the  testimony, 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  messagefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  bare  passed  tbe  bill  from  this 
House  entitled,  "an  act  eoocerning  ioTaltd  pen- 
aionera,"  and  the  "  resolution  relatire  to  the  more 
effectual  collection  of  the  public  revenue,"  with 
ameodmenis  to  each.  They  hare  passed  a  bill 
"  makins  further  appropriations  for  tbe  year  1616." 
In  which  bill  and  amendments  they  request  tbe 
concurrence  of  this  Rouse. 

The  bill  frotn  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  appropriatlooa  for  tbe  year  1816," 
waa  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbe  said  bill;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read  and  eonearred  in 
by  tbe  House,  and  the  amendment  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bilL  as  amended,  read  a  third 
lime  to-day.  The  bill  was  then  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  took  up  tbe  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  iaralid  pen^iion  bill,  striking 
oat  the  pensions  to  Tarioos  persons  inserted  in 
the  bill  by  this  House.  The  consideration  of 


H.opR. 


these  ameodmenis  produced  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
cussion on  the  merits  of  narticular  cases.  The 
amendments  were  all  finally  agreed  to. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  resolution 
relaiire  to  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the 
public  rerenue,  which  were  concurred  in  by  tbe 
House. — Ayes  68,  noes  23. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  oare  passed  a  resolution  "proposing 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  and  inform 
him  of  the  approaching  recess  of  Congress;  and 
hare  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part." 
On  motion  ofMr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia, 
Betdvedt  That  tbe  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  each, 
be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  House, 
to  John  Oswald  Dunn,  Blextius  Spalding,  Sbioly 
A.  Beach,  George  Thomas,  Samuel  Btewar^ 
William  Paaeost,and  George  Cooper,  iheattend- 
aats  of  this  House,  for  their  faithful  services  du- 
ring the  present  session. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbi.soh,  of  Virginia, 
Seaotved,  That  tbe  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars be  paid  to  James  Claxton,  out  of  the  eiutin- 
gent  funds  of  this  House,  for  his  serrices  in  the 
post  office  of  this  House  j  and  fifty  dollars  to 
James  Barron,  out  of  the  same  fund,  as  an  at- 
tendant. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  "  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  of  the  intended  recess  of 
Congress  which  being  read,  was  concurred  in 
fay  the  House,  and  Messrs.  Cbawpobb  and  Rbbs 
were  appointed  a  committee  conformably  there- 
to on  tbe  part  of  this  Houe. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  notified  tbe  House 
that  tbe  Senate,  bar  log  completed  the  legislatlre 
busioess  before  them,  are  about  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Cbawporo,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  tbe  President,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  that  duty,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  informed  them  he  had  no  ftirtber  com- 
munication to  make. 

The  Spbakbr  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  with  some  brief  but  cordial  valedictory 
expressions  i  after  which  he  adjourned  tbe  House 
tint  die. 
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APPENDIX 


TO  THE  HISTC^Y  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  OONOEBBS. 

OeM^BimO  THV  MOST  tMPOBtAMT  D0CIT1IENT8  ORKHNATDTO  JfOVKO  THAT^tfN- 
0RK88,  Am)  THE  PimUC  ACt!8  PASSED^  BY  IT. 


SPAIN^-FROHIBITION  OF  ILLBGAL  BXPE- 
©rrtONS  IN  THE  UWITBD  STATB8. 

A  PEOCtlMATIOH, 

Whereas  iDformation  hu  been  reeeircd  that 
■vodry  penoos,  citiMns  of  the  United  Slatea,  or 
residenti  within  the  same,  and  espeeiatly  withio 
the  Siat»  of  Loaiajaoa,  ara  ooaspiring  together 
to  begin  and  sat  on  foot,  proridc,  and  prepare  the 
meane  for  a  mititarjr  eipcdiiion  or  enterprise 
against  the  dominions  of  Spain,  with  which  the 
united  States  are  happilv  at  peace;  that,  for  this 
purpose,  they  ue  coUeeting  arms,  military  stores, 
prorisioos,  vesscU,  aad  other  means;  aad  deceir- 
Mg  and  scdueing  honest  aad  well-meaning  citi* 
zens  to  engage  in  their  tiolawful  enterprises ;  or 
prganiziag,  ofl&ceriDg,and  acmiag  themselres  for 
the  same,  contrary  to  the  laws  in  saoh  oases  made 
nod  proTided :  I  ba?e,  tharefore,  thought  fit  to 
issue  this  mr  proclamatioQ,  waraing,  and  eigoin* 
ing  all  faithful  citizens  who  bare  been  lad,  with- 
out dne  knowledge  or  consideration,  to  partici- 
pata  in  the  said  aalawfnl  eaterpriaas,  to  withdraw 
InHn  the  sane  wiiboat  delay;  aad  eonmaatftag 
nil  penana  wbaiaoerar  Mgagad  or  eoaearned  id 
Hut  saaaa  to  eeaie  all  farcbar  proecadiogs  therein, 
as  they  will  answer  tbe  aeatrary  at  their  peril. 
And  I  hereby  enjoin  and  require  ait  officers,  eiril 
Udl  military,  of  the  United  Sutas,  or  of  any  of 
tike  States  or  Territories,  all  jiHlge«i  justices,  aad 
other  officers  of  the  peace,  all  mHitary  officers  of 
the  army  or  aar|  of  the  United  States,  and  offi- 
aera  of  ue  militia,  to  be  rigilantr  each  within  his 
reepeottre  daparimeat,  and  according  to  his  func- 
tions, in  searcbisg  out  and  bringiag  to  punisb- 
Bwat  all  persons  engaged  or  concerned  in  such 
euerprises;  in  seiziag  and  detaioiog,  8ubj[eet  tc 
the  disposition  of  the  law,  all  arms,  mifiury 
atores,  reesels,  or  other  means  provided  or  provid- 
ing for  the  same;  and,  in  general,  in  prerentiag 
tba  carrying  on  aueb  ezpediiion  or  enterprise,  br 
nil  the  lawittl  means  witbin  their  power :  and  1 
MfiniK  all  good  and  Aithfal  citizens  and  othere, 
vithin  Ui«  United  Staiea,  to  be  aiding  and  assist- 
-  Ing  haioin ;  and  espeeialiy  in  the  ducorery,  ap- 


prehearioQ,  tad  bringiag  to  jnetiee  of  all  enek 
offendns;  in  pretenting  the  exeaation  of  tfaair 
natawful  combinatioas  or  designs ;  and  in  giTmg 

information  against  them  to  the  proper  aathori- 
tiee. 

In  tasttmanr  whereof,  I  bare  eaasad  theaaal 
of  the  United  States  of  America  to  be 
aftxed  to  these  pteeents,  alid  sig«ed  the 
same  with  my  bead.  Done  at  the  City 
[l.  8.J  of  Washiagtoo,  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lotd  one  thoa- 
aaad  eight  baadrcd  and  fifteen,' and  of 
the  iodependenaa '  of  the  lud  Untftd 
States  «  Amcfiea  tba  fortieth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President: 

Jmmms  MoirCton,  aeerttkrj  ifStOU. 


ALdlERS, 

[CwuaanicatMl  to  the  Seoats,  Decembar  6, 181S.] 
3b (Ae  anwte o/*le  VmkedStatm,- 

I  lay  befbre  the  Senate,  for  their  coniiderKtion 
and  advice,  as  to  a  ratificatioB,  a  Treaty  of  Peiee 
with  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  cenehidcd  on  the  36th 
day  of  June,  1815;  with  a  letter  relating  to  Ihe 
nine  from  the  AmertMa  Oommissioiiers  te  the 
Secretary  of  States 

JAUBS  MADISON. 
WABmiHn<Oi(j  A»c  6, 1819. 

Tixatu  of  Peace  and  Amity  concluded  Selioeen  the 
.  VmUdStsaet  of  America  and  Hit  ^hnm  Omar 
Btuhaw,  Dey  of  Altera. 

Artiolb  1.  There  shall  be,  from  the  conclu- 
sion of  this  treaty,  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  univer- 
sal peace  and  friendship  between  ibe  President 
and  citizens  of  the  Uoiied  Sutes  of  America,  on 
the  one  part,  and  the  Dey  and  sabjecu  of  Ihe 
Rweacy  of  Algiers  in  Barbary,  on  the  other, 
made  by  the  free  consent  of  both  parties,  aad  on 
the  lerms  of  the  mjst  farored  nations:  and  if 
either  party  shall,  hereafter,  grant  to  any  other 
nation  any  pnrtienlar  laror  or  privUege  in  nari- 
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ftdatiotu  with  Algien. 


fatioQ  or  eommcree,  it  sbati  immediately  become 
eommoD  to  tbe  other  party — freely,  wbea  it  is 
freely  ^niDted  lo  aucb  other  oatioas;  but  when 
tbe  graDi  is  eonditioDal,  it  shall  be  at  tbe  option 
of  tbe  eontraettog  parties  to  accept,  alter,  or  re- 
ject such  coodiiions,  in  such  manaer  as  shall  be 
most  coodtteive  to  their  respectire  iotereats. 

Art.  3.  It  is  distiocily  uoderstood  between  tbe 
cootrictiog  parties,  that  no  tribute,  either  as  biea- 
uial  presents,  or  uader  any  other  form  or  name 
wbaterer,  shall  erer  be  required  by  the  Dey  and 
Regency  of  Algiers,  from  the  Uniled  Sutea  of 
Aii«erio8,  OB  any  pretest  wbaievcr. 

Aht.  3.  The  Dejr  of  Algiers  riiall  eanse  to 
be  immediately  delivered  up  to  the  Ameriein 
•qoadroD  now  off  Algiers  all  the  American  citi- 
zeos  now  in  his  possession,  amounting  to  ten, 
more  or  lew ;  and  all  the  subjects  of  tbe  Dey  of 
Algiers  now  in  possession  of  the  United  States, 
nmonnting  to  fire  hundred,  more  or  less,  shall  be 
dtliTered  op  to  him:  the  United  States,  aeeord- 
ing  10  tJw  oia^  of  cirilined  nation^  nqvirtng 
no  ransom  for  tiw  exeeaa  of  priaoaers  in  Ukeir 
fliTor. 

Abt.  i,  A  just  and  full  compensation  shall  be 
nuidc  by  the  Dey  of  Algiers  to  such  citizens  of 
tbe  United  Sutes  as  have  been  captured  and  de- 
tained by  Algerine  cruisers,  or  who  have  been 
forced  to  abandon  their  property  in  Algiers,  in 
violation  of  the  twenty-aecood  article  of  tbe 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amitr  concluded  between 
the  United  Siptca  and  tbe  Dey  of  Algiers  on  the 
6th  of  September,  179& 

And  it  »  a|;reed  between  the  eontraetiag  Ar- 
ties, that,  in  lieu  of  the  above,  the  Dey  of  ^giers 
shall  cause  to  be  delivered,  forthwith,  into  the 
hands  of  the  American  Consul  residing  at  Al* 

E'er&  the  whole  of  a  quantity  of  bales  of  cotton 
ft  by  tbe  late  Cousul  General  of  the  United 
States  in  the  public  magazines  in  AJgiersj  and 
that  he  shall  pay  into  the  bauds  of  the  said  Con* 
lul  tbe  sum  oi  ten  thousand  Spaoisb  dollars. 

Aht.  6.  If  any  goods  belonging  to  any  nation 
with  which  either  of  the  parlies  are  at  war 
ihottld  be  loaded  on  board  vessels  belonging  to 
the  other  party,  they  shall  pass  free  and  unmo- 
lested, and  no  attempts  shall  be  made  to  lake  or 
4euiiDiheak. 

AaT.  6.  If  any  citiiens  or  subjects^  with  their 
cfieta^  belonf^Dg  to  either  parly,  ahnll  be  found 
om  bou4  a  prise  reaacl.  uken  from  an  enemv  by 
the  other  jpariy,  sveh  eitizena  or  snbjecti  shall  be 
liberated  immediately;  and  in  no  case,  or  on  any 
pretence  whatever,  shall  any  American  citizen 
be  kept  in  eaptivitjr  or  confinement,  or  tbe  prop- 
erty of  aay  American  citizen  found  on  board  of 
any  vessel  belonging  to  any  other  oatiuo  with 
which  Algiers  majr  be  at  war  be  detained  from 
its  lawful  owners,  alter  the  exhibition  of  sufficient 
proofs  of  American  citizenship  and  of  American 
property  by  tbe  Consul  of  the  t7nited  States  re- 
sidiog  at  Algiers. 

AaT.  7.  Proper  passports  shall  immediately  be 
given  to  the  vessels  of  both  the  contracting  par- 
ties, on  condition  that  the  vessels  of  war  belong- 
ing to  the  R^eocy  of  Algiers,  on  meeting  wltb 


merchant  vessels  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  Auerica,  bhall  not  be  perauited 
to  visit  them  with  more  than  two  persons  besides 
the  rowers;  these  only  shall  be  permitted  toge 
on  boerd,  without  first  obtainiag  leave  from  the 
commander  of  said  vessel,  who  shall  compare  the 
passport,  and  immediately  permit  said  veaeet  to 
proceed  on  her  voyage;  and  should  any  of  the 
subjects  of  Algiers  insult  or  molest  the  eoot- 
mander,  or  any  other  person,  on  board  a  venei 
so  visited,  or  plunder  anjr  of  the  property  coo- 
tained  in  her,  on  complaint  being  made  by  the 
Coeaai  of  the  United  Statea  reaiding  in  Aii^ae^ 
and  on  his  producing  sufficient  proof  to  subetan- 
tiate  the  faet,  the  eommand«  or  rais  of  said  Al- 
gerine ship  or  veesel  of  war,  as  well  as  the  o&nd- 
ers,  shall  be  punished  Is  the  most  exenjdary 
manner. 

All  vessels  of  war  belonging  to  the  United 
Slates  of  America,  on  meeting  a  cruiser  belong- 
ing to  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  or  hnviage«sn 
her  pass  ports  aad  MrtifiMies  from  the  Coosui  of 
the  Uoiied  Sutes  residing  to  Algiers,  shall  per- 
mit her  to  proceed  on  her  cruise  namolested,  and 
without  detention.  No  passports  shall  be  grantad 
by  either  party  to  any  vessel  but  such  as  are  aB- 
soluteljr  the  property  of  citizens  or  subjects  of 
the  said  contracting  parties,  ea  any  pretence 
whatever. 

AaT.  8.  A  citizen  or  snbjeet  of  eltlwr  of  the 
eootraeting  parties  havieg  bought  a  prise  veaael 
condemned  hy  the  other  party,  or  bj  any  ether 
nation,  the  eertifieate  of  eondemnatum  and  bUl 
of  sale  shall  be  a  sufficient  passport  for  aneh  vea- 
ael for  six  months,  which,  eooridering  the  die- 
tance  between  the  two  eoealriea,  ia  no  more  Umb 
a  reasonable  time  for  her  to  procare  proper  pass- 
ports. 

AaT.  9.  Vessels  of  either  of  the  eoatraeliag 

Earttes,  putting  into  the  ports  of  tbe  other,  and 
aviog  need  of  provisions  or  other  sopplie^  shall 
be  furnished  at  the  market  price  {  and  if  aay 
sueb  vessel  should  so  put  in  from  a  distance  at 
sea,  and  have  oeeasien  to  repair,  she  shaU  be  at 
liberty  lo  land  and  re-embark  her  oerge,  witheec 
paying  any  customs  or  duty  whatever;  but  in  no 
case  shall  she  be  eooiipeUed  to  land  her  cargo. 

Abt.  10.  Should  a  Teasel  ^  either  of  the  eea- 
traotiog  partiee  be  eaat  oa  shore  wiihio  the  teni* 
lories  of  the  other,  all  proper  sasistaaee  ibaU  Im 
given  to  hererew;  no  pillage  ahell  be  allowed; 
tbe  property  shall  reaain  at  the  diapoeal  vf  Ae 
owners ;  and,  if  rcshipped  oa  beard  of  anjr  vee- 
sel for  exportation,  no  eastoms  er  duties  a^at- 
ever  shall  be  required  to  be  paid  thereoe;  aad  the 
crew  shall  be  |»«tccted  and  sooeorcd,  until  they 
can  be  sent  to  iheir  own  eonntry. 

Aut.  11.  If  a  vessel  of  either  of  the  eontniei- 
ing  parties  shall  be  attacked  by  an  enemy  withhi 
cannon-shot  of  the  foru  of  the  other,  she  shah 
be  protected  as  much  as  possible.  If  she  beia 
port,  she  shall  not  be  seized  or  attacked,  when  It 
IS  in  tbe  power  of  tbe  other  party  to  protect  her  ; 
and  when  she  proceeds  to  see,  no  enemy  shaU  he 
permitted  to  pursue  her  from  the  same  pertmtb- 
in  twenty-fow  hoore  afk«  her  departoic. 
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Ast.  13.  Thfl  tiommerce  between  the  Unll«d 
State*  of  Ameriea  and  tbe  Regency  of  Algiers, 
the  protectioDs  to  be  ^reo  to  merehants,  masters 
of  Ttssels,  and  seamen,  the  reciproeal  rights  of 
tfitabliflbiDg  Coosuis  in  each  country,  and  the 
ptivilegtB,  immunities,  and  jurisdietiMH  to  be 
eujoytd  br  such  Cornuls,  are  deetared  to  be  oa 
the  same  RMHing,  in  every  respect,  wUh  the  most 
favored  nations,  respectively. 

Aht.  is.  The  Consul  of  the  United  States  of 
Amerioa  shall  not  be  rertponsihle  for  the  debts 
sontraeted  by  citisens  of  his  own  nation,  uBlen 
toweviouslj' gtres  written  obltvations  so  to  do. 

Ant.  14t  Qb  a  vessel  or  vessels  of  war  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  anehotlng  b^orethe 
tiij  of  Algiers,  the  OoDsdl  \i  to  inform  tbe  Dey 
)f  her  arrival,  when  she  shall  reeelve  the  salutes 
*htob  are,  by  treaty  or  custom,  given  to  the 
thips-of-war  of  the  most  fiivored  nations  on  sim- 
lar  oceasioas,  and  which  shall  be  returned,  gun 
'or  gtra ;  and  if,  aft«  such  arrival,  so  announced, 
injr  Ofarittlans,  whaUoever,  eapltvei  in  Algiers, 
Aakfr  their  eseape  and  take  refagc  on  board  any 
rt  the  riiipMf-war,  they  shall  not  be  reauired 
Mclr  again;  nor  shall  the  Consul  of  the  united 
Slates  or  commaoders  of  aaid  ships  be  reqatred 
to  pay  attything  for  tbe  said  Christians. 

Am.  ll  As  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slaiee  of  America  has,  in  itself,  no  character  of 
!»mlTy  agftinsi  the  laws,  religion,  or  tranquillity 
tf  any  nation ;  and  as  tbe  sakl  States  have  never 
ntered  Into  any  vtdimiary  war,  or  act  of  hos- 
itiiy,  except  in  defence  of  their  just  rights  on 
he  high  seas,  it  is  declared  by  the  contracting 
Arties,  that  no  pretext  arising  from  religious 
opinions  sfatit  ever  produce  an  interruption  of 
he  harmony  ekistlng  between  the  two  nations ; 
ind  the  Consuls  and  agents  of  both  nations  shall 
tare  liberty  to  adebrata  tbe  ritn  of  their  respeet- 
Te  religioos  in  their  own  houses. 

TbeConaals,  reapeetlveljr,  ahKll  have  liberty 
ind  pcMiraal  seewhygfven  them  to  Irarel  wfthio 
be  territories  of  each  other,  both  by  land  and 
«tt ;  and  ahall  not  be  prevented  from  going  on 
toartf  Any  vessels  they  mav  think  proper  to  riait ; 
her  likewise  have  liberty  to  appoint  their 
iwn  dragoman  and  broker. 

Aat.  16.  In  ease  of  any  dispme  arising  from 
he  Tiolatioo  of  any  of  th«  articles  of  this  treaty, 
roappMl  Shalt  be  mnle  to  arms,  nor  shall  war 
le  deelaicd,  on  any  pretext  whatever ;  but,  if  the 
Consul  reeldlag  at  the  piace  where  the  dispute 
hall  happen  shall  not  be  abfe  to  settle  the  same, 
he  Ooterument  of  that  country  shall  state  their 
Irievance  in  writing,  and  transmit  the  same  to 
he  GovemBBmiiof  the  other;  aod^he  period  tf 
hree  months  shall  be  allowed  for  answers  to  be 
etnnwd,  daring  whieh  time  no  act  of  hostility 
hall  be  permitted  by  either  party  :  and,  in  case 
he  grievaneesare  not  redressed,  and*  war  should 
le  the  event,  the  Conaula  and  cittmna  or  subjects 
«f  both  parties,  resjwotively,  shall  be  permitted 
o  embark  with  their  effects  unmolested,  on  board 
if  what  vessel  or  vessels  they  shall  think  proper 
easonable  time  being  allowed  for  that  purpose. 

Art.  17.  If,  in  the  coarse  of  events,  a  war 
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should  break  out  between  the  two  nstioos,  the 
prisoners  captured  by  either  party  shall  not  be 
made  eUres;  they  shall  not  be  forced  to  hard 
labor,  or  other  confinement  than  such  as  may  be 
Beceesary  to  secure  their  saMeeping,  and  shdl 
be  exchanged  rank  for  rank;  and  it  is  agreed 
that  prisoners  shall  be  exehaoged  in  twelvemonths 
after  their  capture ;  and  the  exehaoge  may  be 
efieoted  by  any  private  individual  legally  author- 
ized by  either  or  the  parties. 

Abt.  18.  If  any  of  tbe  Barbary  States,  or 
other  Powers  at  war  with  the  United  States, 
shall  capture  any  American  vessel  and  send  her 
into  any  port  of  the  Regency  of  Algier^  tbey 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  sell  her,  but  shall  be 
forced  to  depart  the  port  on  procuring  the  requi* 
site  supply  of  provisions  ;  but  the  vessels  of  war 
of  tbe  United  States,  with  any  prixes  they  may 
capture  from  their  enemies,  ehul  have  liberty  to 
freiqaeot  the  ports  of  Algiers  for  refreshments  of 
any  kind*,  and  to  sail  such  prizes  in  the  said 
ports,  witnont  any  other  castoms  or  daties  tlm 
tach  w  are  etitiionary  on  ordiMwy  comaaercial 
importations. 

Art.  19.  If  any  of  tbe  eitlMoa  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  persons  under  their  protectiott, 
shall  nave  any  disputes  with  each  other,  th« 
Consul  shall  decide  between  the  parties ;  and 
whenever  tbe  Consul  shall  require  any  aid  or 
aasistBaee  from  tbe  Qoreramcnt  of  Algiers  to 
enforce  his  decitioD,  it  shtll  be  immediately 
granted  to  him;  and  if  any  dfs[Hites  shall  arise 
between  any  citieens  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  otber  nation  hav- 
ing a  Consul  or  agent  in  Algiers,  such  disputes 
shall  be  settled  by  the  Consuls  or  ageuts  of  the 
respective  Rations}  and  aoy  dtspotes  or  suits  at 
law  that  may  take  plaoe  between  any  eitizeas 
tbe  United  States  and  the  sabjeeu  of  tbe 
Regency  Of  Algiens  Mwll  be  deeidtd  by  the  Di^ 
hi  person,  and  no  other. 

Art.  aa  If  a  eitixen  ef  the  United  States 
should  kill,  wound,  or  strike  a  subject  ef  Algiers: 
or,  oa  the  ooatrhry',  a  subject  of  Algiers  sfaoula 
kill,  woand,  or  strike  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Sfaiee,  the  law  of  the  oouiHry  ebatl  take  phwtL 
and  e^tttl  joetice  AM  be  rendered,  the  Consul 
assisting  at  the  trial ;  but  tbe  sentence  of  pan- 
ishmcnt  against  an  Amei4oan  «iiiaen  shall  not  be 
greater  or  more  severe  than  it  wookl  be  agamst 
a  Turk  in  the  same  predicMiwtnt.  And  if  any 
delinquent  abmitd  maVe  his  escape,  the  Cooeol 
•ball  not  be  responsible  for  bifn,  m  any  nanoer 
whatever. 

Anrr.  21.  Tbe  Consul  ef  the  Uaiwd  States  of 
America  shall  net  be  required  to  pay  aoy  eii^ 
toms  or  daties  whatever  on  anything  be  importa 
from  a  foreign  coontry  for  the  use  of  his  house 
and  family. 

Art.  23.  Should  any  of  the  oitizeoa  of  the 
United  States  of  America  die  within  Ibe  limits 
of  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  the  Dey  and  biit  sub- 
jects shall  Dot  ioierfere  with  tbe  property  of  the 
deceased,  but  it  shall  be  under  the  immediate  di- 
rection of  the  Consul,  unless  otherwise  disposed 
of  by  will.  Should  there  be  no  CmuqI,  the  ef> 
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feets  fball  be  deposucd  io  tbe  bands  of  some  per- 
toa  worthy  of  trust,  uotil  the  party  shall  appear 
who  has  a  right  to  demand  them,  when  he  shall 
render  an  aceoant  of  the  property  ;  neither  shall 
the  Dejr  nor  his  sobjeeta  give  biadraDce  in  tbe 
«»cDiion  of  any  wfll  that  may  appear. 

On  boaid  tbb  U.  S.  sarp  Quebhiebe, 
July  6, 1815. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  negotiated  by  Commodore  Deca* 
tar  and  myself  with  tbe  R^eocy  of  Algiers,  and 
•igned  by  the  Dey  of  that  Regeoey  on  the  30tb 
Jane,  1815. 

WILLIAM  SHALER. 

Uhitbd  Statbb  BBip  Gdbrbibbb, 
Bat  op  Aloibbb,  July  4^  1815. 

Sir  :  We  hare  tbe  honor  to  refer  yoo  to  the 
official  reports  of  Commodore  Decaiur  to  tbe 
Navy  DepartmcDt,  for  an  aeeonot  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  squadron  prerioaB  to  oar  arrival  off 
Algiers,  on  tbe  28th  ultimo. 

Haring  received  inforinaUon  that  the  Algerine 
squadron  bad  been  at  sea  for  a  considerable  time 
longer  than  that  to  which  ibeir  cruisers  usually 
exteod,  and  that  a  despatch-boat  had  been  sent 
from  Gibraltar  to  Algiers  to  inform  ibem  of  our 
arrival  in  tbe  Mediterranean,  we  thought  that 
they  might  have  made  a  harbor  where  they 
would  be  in  safety.  We,  therefore,  while  they 
were  in  this  slate  of  uacertaioty,  believed  it  a 
proper  moment  to  deliver  the  President's  letter, 
agreeably  to  our  instructions.  Accordingly,  on 
the  39ib  ultimo,  a  flag  of  truce  was  hoisted  on 
board  tbe  Querriere,  with  tbe  Swedish  flag  at 
tbe  main.  A  boat  came  off  about  noon,  with 
Mr.  Norderting,  Consul  of  Sweden,  and  tbe  cap- 
tain of  the  port,  who  eooBrmed  the  intelligence 
we  had  beiore  received,  and  to  whom  we  com- 
municated information  of  the  capture  of  their 
frigate  and  brig.  The  impression  made  by  these 
events  was  visible  and  deep.  We  were  requested 
by  tbe  captain  of  tbe  port  (Mr.  Norderling  de- 
cUriag  he  was  not  authorized  to  act)  to  state  the 
conditions  on  which  we  would  make  peace ;  to 
whioh  we  replied  by  giving  the  letter  of  tbe 
Preaideot  to  the  Dey,  and  by  a  note  from  ua  to 
him  J  a  copy  of  which  (No.  1)  we  bare  the  honor 
to  tnuumii  herewith.  Tbe  capt«n  of  the  port 
tMB  requested  that  hostilities  should  cease  pend- 
ing tbe  negotiation,  and  that  persons  authorized 
to  treat  should  go  on  shore;  he  and  Mr.  Norder- 
ling  both  affirming  that  the  Minister  of  Marine 
bad  pledged  himself  for  our  security  and  return 
to  our  ships  when  we  pleased.  Both  these  prop- 
ositions were  rejected,  and  they  were  explicitly 
informed  tbal  ihe  negotiation  must  be  carried  on 
on  board  tbe  fleet,  and  that  hostilities,  as  far  as 
they  respected  vessels,  could  not  cease.  They 
then  returned  on  shore.  On  the  following  day 
the  same  persons  returned,  and  informed  us  that 
they  were  commissioned  by  the  Dey  to  treat 
with  us  OD  tbe  proposed  basis,  and  their  anxiety 
^PPBBttd  aactreme  to  conclude  the  peace  inme- 


diately.  We  then  broogbt  forward  the  model  of 
a  treaty,  which  we  declared  woold  not  be  depart- 
ed  from  in  substance ;  at  the  same  time  dcclaiiag 
that,  although  tbe  United  States  woold  never 
stipulate  for  paying  tribute  underany  form  what- 
ever, yet,  that  tbey  were  a  magnanimoos  aad 
generous  nation,  who  would,  upon  tbe  preeenia* 
tioo  of  Consuls,  do  what  was  customary  with 
other  great  nations  in  their  friendly  iotercoarse 
with  Algiers.  Tbe  treaty  was  then  examiaed, 
and  they  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  not  be 
agreed  to  in  its  present  form,  and  particidarlf 
requested  that  the  article  requiring  tbe  reatitntioa 
of  the  prmwrty  tbey  bad  captured,  and  which 
had  been  distnbutea,  might  be  expunged ;  allq^ 
iag  that  such  a  demand  had  never  before  bea 
made  upon  Algiers.  To  ibis  it  waa  answered 
that  the  claim  was  just,  and  would  be  adhered 
to.  They  then  asked  whether,  if  the  treaty  ahosU 
be  signed  by  the  Dey,  we  would  engage  to  re- 
store the  captured  vessels?  which  we  re/owd. 
They  then  represented  that  it  was  oot  tbe  pres- 
ent Dey  who  bad  declared  the  war,  which  they 
acknowledced  to  be  unjust ;  conceding  that  tbey 
were  wholly  in  tbe  wrong,  and  bad  no  excuae 
whatever;  requesting,  however,  that  we  would 
take  tbe  case  of  the  Dey  into  coosideiation,  and, 
upon  bis  agreeing  to  terms  with  u^  more  favora- 
ble than  bad  ever  been  made  with  any  other  lut- 
tioo,  to  restore  the  shipa^  which  they  slated  would 
be  of  little  or  no  value  to  ns,  bat  would  be  of 

Seat  importance  to  hin^as  they  winild  satisfy 
e  people  with  tbe  condtiions  of  the  peace  we 
were  going  to  conclude  with  bin. 

We  eoosnlted  upon  this  question,  and  deter^ 
mined  that,  considering  tbe  state  of  thou  vcwids, 
tbe  sums  that  would  t«  required  to  fit  them  for  a 
passage  to  the  United  Sutes,  and  tbe  Ititle  prob- 
ability of  selling  them  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
we  would  make  a  compliment  of  tbem  to  His 
Highness  in  the  state  tbev  then  were ;  the  Com- 
mixiore  engaging  to  furnish  them  with  an  escort 
to  this  port.  This,  however,  would  depend  upon 
their  signing  the  treaty  as  presented  to  ibem,aBd 
could  not  appear  as  an  article  of  it,  bat  most  be 
considered  as  a  favor  conferred  on  the  Dey  by 
the  United  States. 

They  then  requeued  a  truce,  to  deliberate  upon 
the  terms  of  tbe  proposed  treaty,  which  vrms  re- 
fused ;  they  even  pleaded  for  three  hoars.  The 
reply  was^   not  a  minute;  if  yonr  squadron  ap- 

Eeara  io  sight  before  tbe  treaty  is  aetiially  aigaed 
y  tbe  Dey,  and  the  prisoners  sent  o^  oars  would 
capture  tbem."  It  waa  finally  agreed  that  bos- 
tiluies  should  cease  when  we  perceived  their 
boat  coming  off  with  a  white  flag  hoisted,  Uie 
Swedish  Consul  pledging  his  word  of  honor  not 
to  hoist  it  unless  the  treaty  was  signed,  and  the 
prisoners  in  the  boat.  They  returned  on  shore, 
and,  although  the  distance  was  fall  five  miles, 
tbey  came  back  within  three  hours,  with  tbe 
treaty  signed  as  we  had  concluded  it,  and  the 
prisoners. 

During  the  interval  of  their  absence  a  corvette 
appeared  in  sight,  which  would  have  been  cap- 
tured if  they  had  been  detained  one  hour  Imgar. 
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The  treaty  has  since  been  drawn  out  anew,  irans- 
hiied  hj  them,  and  dolf  ezecated  by  the  Dey; 
which  we  hare  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith. 

Mr.  Shaler  has  siooe  been  on  shore,  and  the 
cotton  and  money  mentioned  in  the  foartb  arti- 
cle have  been  ^iren  up  to  him.  They  now  show 
erery  disposition  to  maintain  a  sincere  peace 
with  as,  which  is,  doubtless,  owing  to  (he  dread 
of  our  arms;  and  we  take  this  occasion  to  re- 
mark that,  in  our  opinion,  the  only  secure  ganx- 
anly  we  can  baTe  for  tbe  maintenance  of  the 
peace  just  conelodcd  with  these  people  is,  the 
presence  in  the  Hcditerranesn  of  a  respeeiable 
naval  force. 

As  this  treaty  appears  to  us  to  secure  erery 
interest  within  the  contemplation  of  tbe  Oorern< 
ment,  aod  as  it  really  places  the  United  States 
on  higher  grounds  than  any  other  nation,  we 
hare  no  hesitation,  on  our  part,  in  fulfilling  such 
of  its  prorisioDs  as  are  within  our  power,  in  the 
firm  belief  that  it  will  reeeire  the  ratificaiioo  of 
the  President  and  Senate. 

We  bare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
sir,  yoar  obedient  serrants, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR, 
WILLIAM  BHALBR. 

Hon.  Jambb  Monboi,  . 

SeerHary-qf  Staie. 

No.  I. 

T%e  American  Commistionert  to  the  Dey  of  AJgiert. 

The  oodersigned  hare  the  honor  lo  inform  His 
Highness  tbe  Dey  of  Algiers  ibat  they  hare  been 
appointed  by  tbe  President  of  the  United  Slates 
of  'America  Commissioners  Plenipotentiary  to 
treat  of  peace  with  bis  Highness;  and  that,  pur- 
suant to  ttteir  instructions,  they  are  ready  to  open 
a  negotiation  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and 
harmony  between  the  two  countries,  on  terms 
jost  and  honorable  to  both  parties;  and  they  feel 
It  incumbent  on  them  to  tute,  cziriieilly,  to  His 
Highness,  that  they  are  iastructed  to  treat  upon 
DO  other  principle  than  that  of  perfect  equality, 
ud  on  the  terms  of  tbe  moac  favored  natioas ;  no 
ttipubition  for  paying  any  trlbnte  to  Algten,  an- 
der  any  form  whalerar,  will  be  agreed  to. 

The  undersigned  bare  the  hoftor  to  transmit, 
herewith,  a  letter  from  the  Pretideot  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stttci,  and  they  arait  thcnuelres  of  this  oc- 
eaeion  to  aeiDre  His  Highness  of  their  high  eon- 
ajdemlion  ahd  profound  respect. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR, 
WILUAM  SHALER. 


GOMXERCIAL  CONTENTION  WITH  OBSAT 
BRITAUf. 

[ComrnQoicated  to  the  Senate,  December  0, 181S.] 
lb  iMc  Senate  <!f  the  VmiedStateti 

I  lav  before  the  Senate,  for  their  consideration 
and  aariee,  as  to  a  ratification,  a  Conrention  to 
regalate  tbe  commerce  between  the  United  Stales 
aftd  Great  Britain,  signed  by  their  Ecspeelire  Fles- 


ipoteotiaries  on  the  3d  of  July  last,  with  letlera 
relating  to  the  same,  from  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries to  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  also 
the  declaration  with  which  it  is  tbe  intention  of 
the  British  Gorernment  to  accompany  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratificfltioQs  of  the  Conrention. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Wabhirotoii,  Dec.  6, 1815. 

A  Convention  to  regulate  the  Commerce  between  Ae 
Territoriee  the  VniUd  SaUa  and  S»  Britm- 
nte  Mtgeety^ 

Tbe  United  Sutes  of  America  and  HisBritoo- 
nio  Majesty,  being  desirous,  by  a  conrention,  to 
regulate  the  commerce  and  nari^tioo  betweea 
their  respeetire  countries,  territories,  and  people, 
in  such  manner  as  to  reader  the  same  recipro- 
cally beneficial  and  satisfactory,  bare  respeotirely 
named  Plenipoteotiartes,  and  giren  them  fuU 
powers  to  treat  of  and  conclude  such  eunreatioo: 
that  is  to  say,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  adrice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
thereof,  bath  appointed  for  their  Plenipotentiaries 
John  Q.atneyAdaaB.  Henry  Clay,  and  Albert  CU- 
latio,  oidzens  of  the  United  Stales ;  and  His  Royal 
Highness  tbe  Prince  Regent^  acting  in  the  nane 
and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majestyv  has  named  for 
his  Plenipotentiaries  the  Right  Honorable  Fred> 
erick  John  Robinson,  Vice  President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Priry  Council  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions, Joint  Paymatter  of  -His  Majesty*s  Forces, 
aod  a  member  of  tbe  Imperial  Parliament ;  Henry 
Goolburn,  Esq..  a  memoer  of  tbe  Imperial  Par- 
liament, and  Under  Secreury  of  State;  and 
William  Adams,  Esq.,  Doctor  of  Ciril  Laws :  and 
the  said  Plenipotentiaries,  baring  mutually  pro- 
duced and  shown  tbeir  said  full  powers,  and  ex- 
chaosed  copies  of  tbe  same^  hare  agreed  on  and 
eoaeladed  the  following  articles,  ris : 

AsT.  1.  There  shall  o&  between  the  territories 
of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea  aod  all  the  iei» 
ritories  of  His  Britannic  Bdiyesty  in  Enrope,  a 
reciprocnl  liberty  of  oommeiec.  The  inhabftaata 
of  the  two  countries,  respeotirely,  shall  have 
liberty  freely  and  secnrely  to  come  with  their 
ships  and  canoes  to  all  soeh  |^ei^  portly  aad 
rirers  in  the  territoriee  aforasatd,  lo  wueh  other 
foreigners  are  permitted  to  come,  to  enter  into 
the  same,  and  to  remain  and  reside  in  any  parts 
of  the  said  teiritories,  respeotirely;  also  to  hire 
and  occupy  houses  and  warehouses  for  the  pur- 
poses of  their  commerce;  and,  generally,  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  each  nation,  respectively, 
shall  enjoy  tbe  most  complete  protection  and 
security  for  their  eommerce,  but  subject  always 
to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  two  countries,  re- 
•pectirely. 

Abt.  S.  No  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  im- 
posed on  the  importation  into  the  United  States 
of  any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  nuoulae- 
tnre  of  His  Briunoie  Mi^ty's  territories  in 
Europe,  and  no  higher  or  other  dnties  shall  be 
imposed  on  the  importation  into  the  teirilories  of 
His  Britannic  Miyoty  in  Eort^  of  any  artielea 
the  gtowth,  prodnec^  or  manofitelue  of  the  Uat- 
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ted  Sllitu,  thui  are,  or  shdl  bi,  myaUe  on  the 
Ukc  artiem,  betog  the  growth,  imdnce,  or  maau- 
&onife  of  any  otner  foreign  coimtrjr :  nor  shall 
any  higher  or  other  daties  or  oharges  be  imposed 
in  eithnr  9i thetwo  eoDotries,  oa  the  ezpotimtioB 
of  any  artidea  to  the  Uoited  Siatee,  or  to  Hit 
BriMnIc  Mikity's  (cnritories  in  Eorop^  re- 
speetirely,  than  aneb  na  are  payable  on  tbe  ex- 
portation of  the  like  articles  to  aoy  other  foreign 
eonntry;  nor  shall  any  prohibitioo  be  imposed  on 
Ae  eipoirtmtioD  or  imponation  of  any  articles  tbe 

Srowtn,  prodaee,  or  manafactvre  of  the  United 
tates,  or  of  His  BritaoDic  Majesty's  territories 
in  Europe,  ta  or  from  the  said  territories  of  His 
Briltaaie  Majesty  in  Bdtope,  or  to  or  Aon  the 
said  United  States,  which  aball  not  cqnnlly  iex- 
lend  10  all  other  nations. 

No  hi^^ber  or  other  dmies  or  chafes  ibaU  be 
imposed  in  any  of  Uie  ports  of  tbe  Uoited  States, 
on  British  Tessels,  than  those  payable  in  tbe  same 
ports  by  vessels  of  the  United  States;  nor  in  tbe 
portsoi  any  of  His  Britaaoic  Majesty's  territories 
in  Barope  on  Tessels  of  the  United  Statn.  than 
Mi  be  ptyaUe  in  the  nme  ports  on  Briiieb 
Tesiab. 

The  same  diAics  ehall  be  ptld  on  the  importn* 
tibtt  Into  tbe  United  States  of  nny  nrtieles  tbe 

Ewtb,  prodaee,  or  manafaeture  of  His  Britannic 
jetty's  territories  in  Burope,  whether  such 
iaspettation  shall  be  in  TeMels  of  the  United 
States  or  Id  British  resiels;  and  the  same  doties 
shall  be  paid  on  tbe  importation,  into  tbe  ports  of 
any  of  Hts  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  ia 
Bvrope,  of  any  article  the  growth,  produce,  or 
maaofaoture  of  the  Uoited  States,  whether  such 
importation  shall  be  ia  British  tcmcIs  or  resaels 
of  tbe  United  Stetee. 

Tbe  same  dntles  shall  be  paid,  and  the  same 
btraoties  allowed,  on  the  exportation  of  any  arti- 
elci  the  growth,  produce,  or  manofactare  of  His 
Britannic  MaJ«ly*s  terniorlee  in  Barope^  to  tbe 
United  States,  whether  soefa  eipw utioa  shall  be 
in  TOMelsof  tbe  United  Stttes  or  la  British  re** 
aeb;  and  the  same  daties  shall  be  paid,  and  tbe 
same  bounties  aUowcd,  on  the  exporiation  of  any 
articles  tbe  growth,  pradnee,  or  maoulbcture  of 
tbe  Uatted  Slates,  to  His  Britaanie  Majesty's 
tetrlto¥les  in  Europe,  whether  sneh  exnortatitm 
rirallbein  British  vessels  or  in  rcsseboTthe  Uat* 
ted  States. 

It  is  fnrtber  agreed,  that,  la  all  eases  where 
drawbacks,  are,  or  may  be.  allowed  upon  the  re* 
exportation  of  any  aoode  tbe  growth,  prodaee,  or 
manuftctare,  of  eiifaer  country,  rcspectiTely,  the 
amount  of  tbe  said  drawbseks  shall  be  tbe  same, 
whether  ibe  said  goods  shall  hare  been  originally 
imported  ia  a  British  or  an  Amerieaa  Teasel. 
Bat  when  sneh  re*exportation  shall  take  place 
from  tbe  United  Slalei  In  a  MUsh  Tessel,  or 
from  the  territories  of  His  BritnoDic  Majesty  ia 
Bnrope  in  an  American  reeael,  to  any  otber  for* 
eign  nation,  the  two  contracting  parties  reserve 
to  themselves^  respectively,  the  right  of  reguln* 
ting  or  dimiDishing,  in  suen  ease,  the  amouot  of 
Ibe  said  drawbacks. 

Theintereewse  betweear  tbe -United  States  and 


His  Britannic  Majesty's  possessions  in  tbe  Waac 
Indies  and  on  tbe  continent  of  North  ApMricft 
shall  not  be  affected  by  any  of  the  prorisiona  of 
this  nrticle,  but  caeb  party  shall  remniB  ia  du 
conidete  possession  of  iia  rights  wilb  nqmet  la 
sseb  an  intenonrse. 

Abt.  3.  His  Brittanie  M^esty  ngrtca  (bat  iba 
vessels  of  tbe  United  States  of  America  aball  be 
admiued,  and  bo»titably  received  at  tbe  pttacK 
m1  settlements  of  tbe  British  dominions  in  tbe 
East  Indies,  viz :  Calentta,  Madras,  Bombay.  w4 
Prince  of  Wales's  island;  and  that. tbe  ciunaa 
of  the  said  United  Btatea  may  freely  carry  ea 
trade  between  the  said  principal  setttementa  aa4 
the  said  Uoited  States,  in  all  articles  of  wUch 
tbe  importation  and  exportation,  reapeetivdy,  to 
and  from  the  said  territories,  shall  not  b«  cntueiy 
prehibiled :  Pnmdsd,  onfy,  That  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  them,  in  aoy  time  of  war  betwaca 
the  British  QoTernment  and  any  State  or  Pair* 
cr  whatever,  to  export  from  the  said  terriiorM^ 
without  tbe  special  permiasioo  of  tbe  Brfciab 
Qovernment,  any  military  stores,  or  naval  stores 
or  rice.  The  citizens  of  tbe  United  States  i^aiBi 
pay  for  their  vctsab^  irtiea  admitted,  no  bigher  or 
other  duty  or  «harge  tbnn  aball  be  payaUe  on  the 
vessds  of  the  most  favored  Boropenn  nations  { 
and  they  shall  pay  no  higher  or  otber  daties  or 
charges  on  tbe  importation  or  exporution  of  Ibe 
cargoes  of  tbe  said  vessels  thao  shall  be  payable 
on  the  same  articles  whea  imported  or  exported 
in  tbe  vessels  of  the  most  favored  Bnropean  na- 
tions. Bat  it  is  expreeily  agreed  that  tbe  vessels 
of  the  United  States  shall  not  carry  any  artialca 
from  tbe  said  principal  soUleBMnts  to  any  port  w 
place,  except  to  some  port  or  place  in  tbe  United 
States  of  AoMriea,  vmre  tbe  same  aball  be  vn- 
ladea. 

It  is  also  understood  that  tbe  permimioagnnt" 
ed  by  this  article  is  net  intended  to  allow  the  raa- 
sels  of  the  United  States  to  carry  oa  any  port  of 
tbe  coasting  trade  of  tbe  said  British  teiritoim; 
hot  tbe  resselaof  Ibe  United  Siaie%  ham^E  In 
tbe  Aral  instanee  praeeeded  to  oae  of  tbe  aaid 
principal  settlementvof  tbe  Britisb  dominhiBaia 
the  Bast  Indns,  and  then  goiof  witb  tlMirfliM- 
nal  cargoes,  or  part  therem,  freoa  one  of  tfao  and 
principal  settleoienis  to  another,  shall  not  be  eon* 
sidered  as  carrying  oa  the  eoaatiag  trade. 

The  vesseh  of  tbe  United  Statna  may  also 
touch  for  r^reahment,  but  nat  fot  oemmeioe,  ia 
tbe  course  of  their  voyage  to  or  from  tba  Britisb 
territories  in  India,  or  to  or  from  the  dominions 
of  tbe  Emperor  of  Ohloa,  at  tbe  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  island  of  St.  Helena,  or  soeh  other 
places  as  may  be  in  tbe  possession  of  Great  Brit- 
aio,  io  the  African  or  lodian  seas;  it  being  wdl 
□nderstood  that,  ia  all  that  r^ards  tins  article, 
tbe  citizens  of  tbe  United  Sutes  shall  be  sub- 
ject in  all  respeeu  to  the  laws  and  regulatioas 
of  tbe  British  Government  from  time  to  time 
established. 

Abt.  4.  It  shall  be  free  for  aaeb  of  tbe  two 
contracting  parties,  re^teeiively,  to  appoint  Oea- 
suIb  for  tbe  protection  of  trade  in  tbe  doniaiOBa 
and  toritories  of  the  other  party;  bo^  beAmaay 
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0>BsuL»l»U  aet  as  sadi,  he  thai),  ia  the  luiud 
£arn,  be  aMrored  and  adoHttetl  hj  the  GoTero- 
ncBt  to  wDich  he  is  seat }  aod  it  it  hereby  de> 
claicd,  that  ia  ease  of  illegal  or  toiproper  coadnet 
toward*  the  laws  or  GoTernmeot  of  the  coantrjr 
to  which  he  is  srat,  aaoh  Coosol  maf  either  be 
pooiahed  aeeoidiog  to  law,  if  the  laws  will  reach 
Um  cue,  or  be  teat  hack;  the  olfended  Qorern- 
UMA  anicning  to  the  other  the  leMmia  for  the 
aame. 

It  ia  bflfcby  deolarad,  that  either  of  the  eon- 
tmetuw  pwtiea  msir  eicwt  from  the  Eeatdaaee  of 
Cwtaa  sneh  particular  puect  at  loeh  partjr  shall 
ja^ge  fit  to  be  excepted. 

▲kt.  6.  This  coarentioD,  when  the  tame  ehall 
bftve  been  daly  ratified  bv  the  Frefident  of  the 
Qnitad  States,  hj  and  nitb  the  adviee  aod  ooa- 
aent  of  their  Senate,  and  kj  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jcatv,  and  the  reraeetiTe  ratifications  motnaJlf 
CKchan^,  shall  he  hiDding  and  obUgalory  oa 
the  United  Sutes  and  His  Majesty  for  foor  years 
ikam  the  date  of  its  signature  j  and  the  ratifica- 
tions shall  be  exehaaged  in  six  months  frona  this 
tine,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

Done  at  Uondon,  this  third  day  of  July,  in  the 
yeu  OM  thoiuaDd  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

JOHN  Q,niNCY  ADAMS, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
ALBERT  GAULATIN. 
FREDERICK  J.  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  OOULBUEN, 
WILLIAM.  ADAM& 

Extract  of  a  tetter  from  the  Ameruan  Comtaittionen, 
tUur*.  Clay  and  Gatlatin,  to  the  Setretary  of 
ataU,dated 

LoHDOif,  Maji  18, 1815. 
Hnviag  had  reaaon  to  beliere  that  the  British 
QoTernment  had  abataiaed  fr<ua  answering  the 
communication  of  the  ioiat  commission  from 
Qhent  of  the  ~t—  dajr  of  December  ISlAt  qntil 
tlu9  iceeived  official  informntion  of  the  Ameri- 
ean  ratifiention  of  the  Treaty  of  Paeoa^  wa  thoi^t 
it  adTuabte,  aoon  nfter  that  arant  wm  taiovn  to 
w,  to  repair  to  this  ct^,  in  order  th«  we  ni^ 
■McaEtain  the  di^oeition  of  this  OorenoMU  nsi 
!•  the  omnaareiu  iatcreowM  hetiw»  tbo  two 
««Bntri«s. 

Shortly  after  oar  arhf  at  here,  we  witra  inTiiad 
hy  Lord  Casttereagh  to  aa  interview  with  hin. 
-A  miante  of  the  subswaoe  of  the  eonverauion 
which  took  ^ace  on  that  occasion,  at  dcawn^ 
«ji4  agncd  to  by  the  parties,  is  imcloacd.  We 
oenauuieated  to  Mr.  Goolbara,  lha  next  day, 
our  answer  upon  the  three  esl^eeiB  to  whieh  the 
eoawraation  related. 

In  the  interTiew  with  Lord  Castlereagb,  he 
had  stated  that  foor  or  fi*e  days  might  be  neecs- 
atury  on  their  part  to  prepare  for  the  ptopoeed 
conrersation.  Nearly  three  weeks  haTtagalapBed 
without  hearing  farther  oa  tht  tobjeei,  we  took 
whnt  appeared  to  oa  a  fit  oecaeion  to  ioiimaie 
oar  intention  of  leaTiajg  London.  A  few  days 
nfter.  we  leceired  an  iavilatioa  fron  the  Vice 
Fceeidaatof  theBflanlof  Tnd%  Mr.  Rvbinewi, 


to  call  at  bis  office  oa  the  11th  insiant.  Wa  ae<- 
cordicgly  attended,  and  were  received  by  him 
and  Messrs.  Qonlburo  aod  Adams,  two  of  the 
British  Commissiooers  who  had  negotiated  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent. 

They  opened  the  conversation  by  adverting  to 
what  had  led  to  thit  interview,  and  ptwfrwuil 
tbemtelves  to  ha  ready  to  reeetve  any  propoiir 
tiona  we  might  cheese  to  make.  We  ohaerred, 
that  in  the  treaties  which  America  had  hereto- 
fore Bado(pa^ulai^  with  this  eountry)  rq^ 
Uttag  commercial  intereoQM^  there  were  ganee- 
aUy  eomprieedtwosnbjeets :  one,  which  respected 
oommeroial  regnlattons,  applicable  to  a  ttaM  of 
peace  as  well  as  of  war ;  the  other,  whi«h  ra- 
apcetad  the  rights  and  daiiea  of  the  part^  one 
facing  at  war  and  the  other  remaining  «  peaa». 
Aecordiu^y,  oar  Qevernment  had  iastnMted  m 
to  bring  forward  both  those  snluBcte. 

At  to  the  commercial  intereourse,  wtthoat  at 
this  time  going  into  details,  or  UMf  fieints,  wht^ 
it  mi|^t  M  aeeassary  in  the  progress  of  the  ne- 
^tiatioH  to  adjust,  we  would  oonteat  onrseiTiai, 
in  this  unojBEwial  eonversntioa,  with  tooehing  on 
the  most  important  topics  which  it  seemed  to  at 
deainUe  to  diseus  u4  umMB»  These  wera^ 
tluui  the  two  coiutriaa  aheoM  raspeetively  be 
placed  on  the  fmUng  of  the  naiioa  the  oaaetA- 
vMed  i  that,  in  the  trade  between  Amuien  aad 
the  British  JBuropcnn  domintoas,  all  dtscrinunft* 
ting  dnties  on  tcmnageand  on  merchandise,  either 
inp«ted  or  exports,  should  be abolithadithat 
the  tnde  between  America  and  the  British  Went 
Indies  should  be  regulated,  and.placed  oa  aooas 
more  permanent  buis  than  the  oecaeional  Mts 
of  the  ccdonial  authorities;  that  the  nature  and 
kind  of  intereoune  between  Ameriea  aod  the  ad- 
joining British  provinces  should  be  defined  aad 

Covided  for }  and  that  the  trade  with  the  Britiah 
din  potsessions  should  be  opeoad  to  Amanoa 
on  Ubwal  principlea. 

In  regard  to  the  diseriminating  datic%  wa  it- 
marked,  that  a  proposition  to  §hotieh  ttum  fimt 
caote  firom  Oroal  Bmain,  and  a  pntvisio*  lo  Ihtt 
affiMt  was  inserted  in  the  aniMifiad  tmtv  «f 
ISOiS.  OongretthadtnkaniipihnBntterntihMr 
last  sasiioo,  and  paoMd  nn  ■a^  wbioh  wa  «b- 
ptained.  We  thought  it  desiiaUe  that  they 
should  ha  abolished,  in  order  to  piarent  thnae 
eoUitionst  aad  tha«  syMam  of  eommeicini  ww 
ftn,  in  whieh  the  two  oooairies  would  peohablf 
he  uvolved  by  an  ndberenea  to  iheak  As  nn 
example,  we  mentioned  the  greai  extra  duty  to 
which,  as  we  onderstoed,  the  nrtiole  of  cotton 
was  liaUa  by  the  British  taws,  when  imporladin 
foreign  vessob^aod  which,  if  penisted  in,  wwdd 
eeitainly  he  met  by  some  ooontervailiag  negala- 
tiens. 

With  impact  m  the  trade  to  British  India,  we 
obaerved,  tut  we  had  no  e^valeat  to  olar  for 
it ;  that  it  was  for  Oreat  Britain  to  consider 
whether  a  aommerce,  osnsistiag  as  it  did  almst 
•ntirely  in  the  exchange  of  onr  specie  for  ladin 
prodnae^was  not  of  noatuie  lo  deserve  the  mast 
Ubemleneoamgemsnti  but  that  we  had.iathar 
enter  into  no  atipnkiien  on  the  anlqaat  thna  he 
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restricted  to  a  direct  intercourse,  as  had  been 
proposed  by  the  uaratified  treaty,  both  od  the 
ootward  and  return  voyage. 

On  the  other  subject,  (the  rights  and  duties  of 
the  parties,  one  being  at  war  and  the  other  io  a 
eoDoitioD  of  peace,)  we  proceeded  to  remark, 
that  whilst  a  prospect  of  a  long  European  peace 
appeared  to  exist,  as  was  the  case  when  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent  was  concluded,  it  was  less  im- 
portant to  provide  for  (questions  arising  under 
this  bead.  But  it  was  impossible  to  shut  our 
eyes  to  the  demonstrations  everywhere  making 
of  a  new  war,  which,  if  it  should  assume  a  ma- 
ritime character,  might  again  menace  the  har- 
mony and  good  understanding  between  the  two 
countries.  It  was  desirable,  therefore,  to  antici- 
pate and  provide  for  the  evil.  The  Grst  and 
most  important  point  was  that  of  impressment. 
Great  Britain  had  always  professed  a  willingness 
to  receive  and  consider  any  proposition  which 
America  abould  be  disposed  to  make  on  that  sub- 
ject. It  would,  perhapa^  be  unprofitable  at  this 
tine  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  right;  as  to 
which  we  would  merely  remark,  that  it  was  im- 
poaiible  that  there  could  be  a  stronger  conviction 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  that  it  was  with  her, 
Umd  there  was  on  the  part  of  America  that  it 
was  on  her  side.  It  was  better  to  look  to  some 
practical  arraogement,  by  which,  without  con- 
cession of  right  by  either  party,  the  mischiefs 
complained  of  on  both  sides  might  be  prevented. 
To  this  end  the  attention  of  our  Government 
had  been  turned.  We  believed  that  Great  Bri- 
tain had  never  heretofore  contended  that  the 
American  Government  was  bound  to  prohibit 
the  merchants  of  the  United  States  from  em- 
ploying foreign  seamen,  any  more  than  it  was 
bound  to  forbid  their  shipping  contraband  arii- 
elea.  Ameiica  was,  however,  now  willing  to 
take  upon  herself  such  an  obligation,  and  to  ex- 
clude British  seamen  from  her  merchant  service; 
and  we  believed  such  exclusion  might  be  an  ef- 
fectually executed  as  our  revenue  laws.  Hers 
we  called  their  attention  to  the  act  which  Con- 
gress had  passed  on  that  subject,  and  to  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  to  that  body  towards  the 
close  of  its  last  session.  Upon  the  supposition 
that  the  exclusion  of  British  seamen  should  be 
absolute  and  entire,  there  would  no  longer  exist 
any  ground  for  the  claim  of  impressment,  and, 
of  course,  no  objection  to  its  abandonment.  We 
stated  that,  besides  the  motive  which  existed 
with  our  Government  of  guarding  against  colli' 
sion  with  Grtet  Britain,  another  powerful  one 
operated — that  of  encouraging  our  native  sea- 
men, and  of  not  being  obliged  to  rely  on  the  un- 
certain supply  of  foreigners.  To  this  system,  as 
a  substitute  for  that  of  impressment,  it  did  not 
appear  to  ns  that  Great  Britain  could  object,  un- 
less it  was  thought  to  be  impracticable  in  its  exe- 
cution. We  had  no  doubt  ourselves  that,  even 
admitting  that  there  might  be,  as  in  cases  of 
smuggling,  occasional  instances  of  evasion  of  the 
system  of  exclusion,  it  would  nevertheless  be, 
upon  the  whole,  much  more  favorable  in  its  re- 
sult to  Great  Britain.  This  system  would  apply 


to  and  operate  upon  every  American  n^; 
whilst  that  of  impressment  reached  only  tbeas 
of  those  vessels  with  which  it  accideuulhr  aa 
in  contact.  We  were  aware  or  the  dinea^ 
which  had  heretofore  opposed  a  eatislaeioiya- 
ruDgement  on  this  sobjecl.  Still,  il  was  on  a 
such  vital  importance,  so  tending  to  bi%ik 
two  countries  into  collision,  that  it  wasiapoai- 
ble  it  should  receive  a  consideratioo  twanM 
and  too  anxious. 

The  next  point  which  it  seemed  toDsatin- 
lant  to  settle  was,  the  trade  of  America  wiUita 
colon  iesof  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain.  Tontii 
the  end  of  the  last  Europeaa  war,  qomioB 

f rowing  out  of  that  trade  had  been  tenniatttj 
y  the  conquest  of  those  colonies  by  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  but  many  of  them  havine  been  restiired  ti 
the  peace,  the  disputes  which  lieretoforeexiiud 
might  a^ain  arise.  The  former  arran^eoKotiM 
this  subject  might,  with  some  modifieaiiai%aerre 
as  a  basis. 

We  then  stated  that  we  did  not \^m^'« Hb* 
preliminary  and  UDoffieid  eOBremiioi,  (•  iu- 
cuss  the  other  points  belongioff  to  tkiihiiAsf 
the  subject,  A  definition  of  bloekadti  wisde* 
sirable,  and  could  not,  it  seemed,  be  siieaM 
with  much  difficulty,  as  we  beJiered  t&sttbere 
was  no  real  difierence  between  the  two  coaniries 
with  respect  to  the  abstract  priBciple;  bat  we 
apprehended  that  the  dispute*  wfiielt  migbtboe- 
afier  take  place  on  that  subject  wosld  arise  al- 
most exclusively  from  questioBs  of  Eict,  which 
no  previous  definition  could  prevent. 

As,  in  the  event  of  war.  Great  Btitaia  nu^t 
desire  to  know  the  disposition  ot  oat  QovetB- 
ment  on  the  subject  of  privateers  and  prize^  wf 
would  ooly  now  say  that  the  principle  waicb 
might  be  adopted  with  respect  to  QrctiBrittii, 
whether  of  admission  or  exclusion,  mvUfuBf 
and  impartially  api^y  to  all  the  |iaitiei  »  Ike 
war. 

These  were  all  the  topics  n<MieeiW 
we  enforced  and  illustrated  them  W  nnaw 
other  observations. 

The  British  gentlemen,  proTestiDgDottohm 
expected  those  points  .to  be  brought  fotwtti 
which  applied  to  a  belligerent  statectf  ooeof 
parties,  expressed  a  wish  to  know  whetlier,ii(« 
view,  the  two  subjects  were  insepaiable, 
whether  we  could  not  come  to  an  agreetDeaioi 
those  topics  which  were  probably  less  diffieal' 
be  adjusted,  leaving  the  others  for  fortbireat- 
sideration  and  future  arraogement?   1F(  i** 
plied,  that,  heretofore,  they  had  slwq>  ^ 
blended  together  by  our  Goveromeo^  w  1^ 
we  intended  to  bring  them  all  ttpfotcaaaiO' 
ation;  that,  at  present,  however,  weoalTpK- 
sented  them  for  eonsidmnion.  as  it  w«m 
premature,  at  this  time,  to  mace  any  of  ikta  * 
sine  qua  non;  and  that  whether  a  treaty  oa* 
ting  some  w  tbem  witmld  tie  acceptable,  art 
depend  on  its  general  leaor.  and  ddm  theeflj^ 
and  importance  of  the  anta^ls  which  wi^* 
comprehended  in  theamagemeot. 

They  proceeded  to  remark  that  siHne  ■ 
subjects  had  been  always  fooud  to  iarsh*^ 
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reme  difficulty,  (Mttieahrlf  that  ofimpressmeat ; 
dac  Great  Briiaia  wu  eerlaiolr  prepared,  at  all 
imes,  to  reeeire  and  to  consider  any  proposition 
bat  America  might  be  dispOKd  to  make  in  re- 
Ktion  to  it;  bat  one  of  the  gentlemen  remarked 
hat,  from  the  deep  interest  which  was  felt  by 
ireBt  Britain  in  it,  she  mnst  riew  with  great 
ealoasy  (by  which,  be  said,  he  meant  Ttgilanse) 
ny  such  proposition;  thai  the  inquiry  which 
bey  had  jost  made  as  to  our  willingness  to  sepa> 
ate  ihe  two  subjects  proceeded  from  a  wish  to 
acertatn  whether  it  were  likely  that  mj  prac- 
ieal  resnlt  eoold  be  ^edUy  obtained,  if  they 
ntcred  apoo  the  Bcgotiation  at  this  time. 

On  the  subject  of  diserimioatlag  ddties,  men- 
iotted  by  as,  they  said  their  OoTernroent  would 
«ceive  favorably  the  pn^iosition  for  a  mutual 
ibolitioD  of  Ihem.  As  to  the  trade  with  India, 
heir  Government  was  not  at  all  disposed  to  shut 
IS  out  from  iu  In  regard  to  the  trade  to  the 
HTest  Indies,  considering  the  di&eulties  which 
lad  heretofore  presented  themselves  in  placing  it, 
>y  treaty,  npon  a  footing  satisfactory  to  both 
Arties,  they  reared  it  would  not  now  be  praeti- 
:able  to  enter  into  any  stipulation  respecting  it 
which  shooM  meet  the  Tiews  of  the  two  eoun- 
iries. 

The  interview  terminated  by  their  sutingtbat 
:hey  would  report  to  the  Cabinet  the  substance 
}f  what  had  passed  between  as,  and  by  their 
pledging  tbemselrea  to  do  all  io  their  power  to 
iffora  us  ao  early  answer. 

On  the  16th  instant,  having  been  again  invited 
by  the  Vice  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
call  at  his  office,  we  accordingly  attended,  and 
were  received  by  the  same  gentlemen.  They 
stated  that  they  bad  reported  to  the  Cabinet  what 
had  passed  at  the  tut  interview,  and  were  now 
prepared  to  give  us  an  answer  on  the  several 
topics  to  which  the  conversation  related  j  in  do* 
ing  this,  they  would  observe  the  order  which  had 
been  marked  out  by  us. 

1st.  On  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  two  eouatries,  they  were  authorized  to  state 
that  their  Qoveroment  was  ready  to  treat  with 
as  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation,  and 
was  also  willing  to  eater  into  any  arrangement 
by  which  all  discriminating  duties  oo  importa- 
tions and  tonaa^  should  be  matnally  done  away. 
They  were  wilUng  to  admit  us  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  trade  with  British  India,  onelogged  by 
the  resuietion  on  the  outward  voya^  eootaioed 
ID  the  unratified  treaty,  but  must  still  insist  on 
that  eoDiaioed  in  the  treaty  of  1794,  on  the  return 
voyage.  Considering  that  we  had  candidly 
stated  that  we  had  no  equivalent  to  offer,  except 
what  was  to  be  found  in  the  trade  itself,  they 
would  expect,  for  this  concession,  a  spirit  of  ae- 
commodatioD  on  our  side  io  other  jurts  of  the 
commtreial  arraogement^the  fur  trad^  or  some 
other. 

The  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies,  they 
stated,  had  always  been  a  subject  of  great  difl> 
cutty,  and  their  Government  was  not  prepared 
tft  make  any  ehange  in  that  colonial  policy  to 
whiebthey  bad  lo  toag  attteced;  but  they  wooU 


hope  that  this  would  not  form  any  obstacle  to 
the  negotiation. 

With  respect  to  the  trade  with  their  North 
American  possessions,  they  were  ready  to  re- 
ceive and  discuss  any  propositions  we  might 
have  to  offer,  with  an  anxious  desire  to  place  it 
00  a  footing  mutually  satisfactory. 

2dljr.  On  those  subjects  which  related  to  a 
state  m  wbieb  one  of  the  parties  should  be  at 
war  and  the  other  in  peace,  it  was  not  necessary 
to  disguise  that  they  had  been  always  attended 
with  great  difficulties.  Still  they  were  willing, 
in  a  spirit  of  amity  and  with  candor,  to  reefeive 
and  to  dtseass  any  pcopositioas  we  mifffat  o^. 

With  regard  to  bloekades,  they  could  not  think 
it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  treatjr  definition  d 
them,  as  the  questions  which  might  faereaftev 
arise  on  that  subject,  according  to  our  own  stat^ 
ment^  woatd  relate  rather  to  the  fact  than  to  the 
principle,  on  which  the  two  Governments  seemed 
to  agree.  Indeed,  they  thought  that  such  a  dc^ 
nition  might  tend  to  weakes,  as  implying  a  doabt 
of  the  correctness  of  the  lurineiple. 

In  relation  to  the  trade  with  enemies*  colonies, 
besides  the  intrinsic  difficulty  of  the  question,  aa 
heretofore  experienced  in  all  attempts  to  arrange 
it,  there  was  another,  arising  out  of  their  want  of 
information  as  to  whether  France  had  adopted 
any,  and  what,  system  of  colonial  policy,  auee 
the  restoration  of  her  eoloDies.  It  might  be  th«t 
she  bad  opened  their  trade  to  foreign  nations  in 
peace  as  well  as  in  warj  in  which  ease)  the 
questions  that  had  heretofore  existed  eotild  not 
be  agitated  again. 

Impressment  had,  they  eontinoed,  of  all  thia 
class  of  su^ects,  been  found  most  difficult  lo  ^ 
arnoge.  They  were  aware  how  imporiant  it 
was  considered  in  both  countries,  and  how,  in 
both,  it  touched  public  sensibility.  As  hereto- 
fore, they  were  now  ready  to  receive  aad  eoa- 
sider  any  proposition  our  Gk)vernmeat  might 
make  respecting  it ;  and,  even  without  any  treaty 
stipulation,  their  QoverDtoent  was  now  anxioosly 
engaged  in  devising  means  to  prevent  the  abuses 
of  which  we  comptaia.  If  the  law  which  we  had 
mentioned  at  the  last  interview  should  be  effeo- 
tnal  in  its  object,  it  would  doubtless  do  away  a 
great  motive  with  them  for  im^Hressment.  Still 
they  were  bound  to  conatder,  with  the  most  vigi- 
lant attention^  any  proposition  for  the  abandm- 
ment  of  what  they  most  consider  a  right  essential 
to  their  safety.  That  law  did  not,  however,  as 
they  understood,  settle  the  qoestion  who  were  to 
be  considered  as  British  subfects-^a  qoestion  on 
which  the  two  countries  might  not  be  able  to 
come  to  an  understanding. 

With  regard  to  our  ideas  respecting  privateei* 
and  prizes,  they  were  certainly  fair  and  nnexoep- 
tiooable. 

As  they  had  hinted  at  some  accommodation  in 
the  fur  trade,  or  in  other  parts  of  the  commercial 
arrangement,  for  their  supposed  concession  re- 
specting the  India  trade,  we  thought  the  occasion 
suitable  for  stating  that  we  were  positively  in- 
structed not  to  consent  to  the  renewal  of  the 
tnde  between  Britiah  snbjeeta  and  tta*  indiMa 
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%itbiD  our  territories.  We  suted  ttiat  the  dis- 
position of  our  Government  on  this  subjeei  did 
Mt  proceed  from  corameretal,  but  political  eon- 
sidepfttioDs.  They  did  not  ioaist  upon  Ic,  nor 
seam  to  think  that  the  determination  of  our  Oor* 
wament  would  jprevfat  an  arnwgeiDeni  of  the 
Canada  trade.  One  of  them  iaquired  whether 
we  expected, in  like  nMBner,to  beeicludedfrom 
Ike  trade  with  the  Indians  in  their  territoriec? 
To  which  we  relied,  certainly. 

We  eiplatoed  the  law  for  the  exclosioo  of  for- 
eign  seamen  from  oor  serrioe,  and  mentiooed 
^luX  the  naturalizMien  trf  seamen  would  be  al- 
moic  altfwether  pr«T«nted,  in  Aitwe,  by  the  oe- 
•tssity  of  a  eootinaed  residence  of  five  years. 
We  stated  that  we  were  aaiborlzed  to  enter  into 
aUptiJations  that  would  forbid  the  employment  of 
80«h  Brltisb  seamM  as  might,  tndcr  our  laws,  be 
hereaftcrnatoralised ;  but  tb«t  we  eouldootdo 
it  with  respect  to  those  who  were  already  natu- 
ralized. We  had  thoi^ht  that,  as  to  them,  so 
exeepfioQ  raight  be  made,  permitting,  on  both 
sides,  the  rouiatary  employment  of  such  sea- 
men, natirea  of  one  oonntrr,  as  might  hava  hcre- 
tofofe  been  Mturalind  under  the  laws  of  the 
nther  ooantry.  We  added,  that  the  number  of 
Brititdi  seamen  already  naturalised,  which  eoald 
oenstitute,  as  it  appeared  to  ns,  the  only  dificulty 
in  an  arrangement,  was  rery  ineonsideraUe. 
Doctor  Adams  eonoorred  fa  opinion  that  there 
were  not  many. 

Wemade some  forcber  exjdaoations, and  finally 
told  them  that,  eonsidering  the  dispositioDswhiob 
we  had  been  happy  to  meet  with  in  them,  we 
would  now  say,  that  we  would  ent«  upon  the 
negotiation  ;  reserriog  to  ourselves,  however,  the 
Eight,  as  oor  powers  were  several  as  well  as  jotot, 
to  withdraw  from  it  if  circumstances  should 
make  it  eligible  to  do  so,  ai»d  to  leave  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, whom  we  daily  expected,  to  eonclt^e  it. 

The  interview  closed  by  their  undertaking  to 
provide  themselves  immediataly  with  the  neees- 
mf  powers  le  proceed  in  the  n^tiaiion,  and 
br  am  vnnranee  that  they  wonld  oontlaae  to^lo 
all  in  their  power  to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  and  sue- 
esssfnl  issue. 


fa  Ufd  Cattlmagh'a,  bdween  hit  Loi'dMf  md 
JImn,  Ciajf  and  Gaffatin,  Jprii  16,  1815. 

LordGa^eicagh  then  called  the  attention  of  the 
American  CommissioMiB  to  a  eommanication 
made  by  them  *l  Ghant,  relatire  to  their  power 
t»  treat  on  the  eoAMnereial  iatercoarse  between 
the  two  countries.  He  said,  before  he  gave  an 
annrcr  lo  Uutt  comaMwicaiion,  he  should  be  ^d, 
if  it  were  agracMla  to  the  Aneriean  Oommis- 
sioners,  that  there  should  be  an  unofficial  eonver- 
aaiion  between  them  ud  the  British  Com  mis- 
aioners  who  negotiated  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  to- 
gether with  Mr.  Robinson,  whoa  he  would  asso- 
ciate with  thein  for  that  purpose,  to  ascertain  if 
U  wace  likely  that  some  general  prineif^es  could 
•c  agreed  upon  to  form  the  basis  of  a  tmtvof 
MMOeret.  He  shiwid  prefer  that  this  eonruaar. 


lion,  like  that  which  he  uadcrstoitd  h«d  nhaa 
pitce  in  the  fonner  negotiation  betweea  LoiAb 
Holland  and  Auckland,  and  Measrs.  Monroe  and 
Pinkney,  should  be  free  from  official  fwiBs ;  mt 
bought  soeh  a  conne  bc^  calculated  to  ascertain 
if  it  were  Ukely  that  the  two  Qovemmrais  eooU 
come  to  any  practical  msttlt  on  this  iotareatiaf 
subject. 

It  was  obterred  by  one  of  the  Amerien  Cooa- 
missioners,  that  suen  a  conversation  would  bo  oa 
tn-ma  of  ioeqaality,  (the  Americmn  Comimsnim- 
ers  being  invested  with  powers,  and  the  othn 
gentlemen  having  none.)  unless  it  was  mderatood 
not  only  tbat  it  should  he  eoaaidered  naentiv^ 
unofficial,  bnt  that  the  same  gentlemen  shoald 
afterwuea  be  eomoBisstmied  to  oonclude  a  treaty, 
if itweretboughtthatoaecould]M£nnaed.  Loed 
Castlemagh  remarked,  in  eeply^  that  sn^  wis 
certainly  his  intentioa. 

The  cooversaticn  ended  in  an  uodoBtaadiv 
that  the  Amerioaa  Commitsioners  would  eoaa^ 
together  npmi  the  three  tofues  mentioaed  by  Lord 
CastlereagV  and  conuaonioata  on  the  following 
day  to  Mr.  Qonftwim  the  result  their  ddihee- 
ations. 


The  Aaurieea  P(m^>9^iiUpiet  ta  the  Seeniarg  of 

LosoOH,  Ji$i0  3, 1815^ . 

Sut :  We  have  tbe  honor  to  transmit  a  coavea* 
tion  for  regulating  the  esmmerei^  intcteonran 
between  the  United  Stales  and  Great  &itain, 
which  we  eonclnded  this  day  with  the  Btiti^ 
Plea  ipotcntiaiies. 

Messrs.  Clay  and  Qalktia'sdeapatehof  the  Idih 
May  last  has  informed  yoa  of  tbe  pt^mcnary 
steps  taken  by  tbea  on  that  aobject.  Mr.  Adama 
arrived  in  London  on  the  Mth  of  May,  and  aa  the 
5th  of  Juae  wo  were  iariicd  by  Messrs.  iiobinsott, 
Oonlhura,  and  Adam^  to  meat  thorn  on  An  7th. 
At  this  conference,  after  n  mntiml  exhibition  eC 
onr  powers,  and  some  gcMni  ohsorffatiniM,  we 
delivered  to  them  our  pn^tof  n  eommMsiBl 
conveMioo,  a  copy  itf  which  (marital  No.  ^  ■ 
herewith  eneioaed.  Tliejr  promisad  to  tatw  it 
into  immediate  eonsiderationf  nnd  o&  tk«  iBiliin* 
fwrned  us  that  ttey  would  pr^pan  ud  trananiiT 
to  US  a  oontre-pco^ai. 

Believing  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  an  im- 
nwdiate  arrangement  en  the  snt^t  of  seamen, 
and  koowii^  that  without  it  no  treaty  defining 
the  rights  and  duties  of  beUigerents  aM  neninC 
was  admissible,  we  excluded  all  ^t  teklcd  to 
thatbraDcbof  the  subject  from  onr  proj*^  aad 
confiincd  it  to  obfeots  purely  commercuL 

We  took  the  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of  ITM, 
respecting  the  intereonrae  with  Canada^  a>  the 
baas  of  the  cocresponding  attieU:  omitiinv,  ner 
cording  to  Mr  insliiieliona,  whaCorer  cokM  M 
the  Indian  tmde.  In  drawing  the  other  artialn^ 
we  were  proeipnUy  gnided  by  tho  nwntiied 
Treaty  of  1806 ;  by  the  inatmetiou  given  im 
relation  to  it  by  the  Seonatary  of  State,  in  his 
despatch  of  May  SO,  Jt807 ;  aad  by  the  act  of  Cw 
gia«ofthe3dfi|anihlaai,for  ahoUaliint  ■&  tt» 
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riauoatiDg  duties.  From  the  |>rerious  explicit 
lecUratioDs  of  the  British  Pleoipotentiiries,  we 
Icened  it  useless  to  offer  asf  article  on  the  sub- 
act  of  the  intercourse  with  the  IVest  India  islands, 
md  only  ins^ed  a  clanie  to  prcTcnt  the  applt- 
tation  to  that  intercourse  of  the  proTisions  con- 
ejoplated  by-  the  ccarention. 

On  the  loth  the  British  Pleoipotentiaiies  ad- 
ress«d  to  us  a  note,  enclosing  their  contre-projet. 
marked  No.  2.)  and  on  the  17th  we  transmitteo 
■m  answer,  (marked  No.  3.)  The  whole  subject 
ras  discassed  at  Urge  in  conferences  held  on  the 
.9th  and  21st.  The  British  Plenipotentiaries,  in 
I  note  of  the  10th,  (marked  No.  4,)  sUted  the 
iubstaoce  of  their  answer  to  ours  of  the  17tb.  In 
be  conference  of  the  21st  we  delirered  the  addi- 
ional  clause  to  the  second  ariicle  of  the  coatie- 
Hojet,  (marked  No.  5;)  aod  afterwards,  on  the 
ame  dav.  we  transmitted  our  note,  marked  No.  6. 

It  will  ne  pereeired,  bjr  these  notes,  th^  we  had 
some  to  an  understanding  as  to  tha  initreoarse 
tctween  the  United  States  and  the  British  lerri- 
jories  in  Europe,  and  that  we  disagreed  on  three 
joints— the  intercourse  with  Canada  j  placing, 
generally,  both  countries  on  the  footing  of  the  most 
arored  nations;  and  the  inlereourse  with  the 
British  East  Indies. 

On  the  first  point,  (he  British  Plenipotentiaries 
jersisted  in  reiusiog  to  admit  that  the  citizens  of 
^e  United  States  should  hare  the  right  to  take 
:heir  produce  dawn  the  rircr  St.  Lawrence  to 
Idoatreal,  and  down  the  rir«rChamUy  (or  Sorel) 
to  the  St.  Lawrence;  a»d,  withnut  that  permis' 
iion,  the  article  was  pseless  to  as,  and  unequal  in 
its  practical  operation.  The  prorision  that  the 
importatien  of  onr  produce  into  Canada  should 
not  be  |>nhihited,uiila8ii  the  piohibition  extended 
{eoefallir  to  all  simiiaf  articles,  afforded  us  no 
lecttriLjr,  as  no  similar  articles  are  imported  into 
Giaiwdafrom  aajr  other  ibreign  couaU]r;  whilst 
Jw  corresponding  jnraTisiop  re^MCtiog  the  im- 
soitation  into  the  Uiutcd  States,  tiirongh  Cana- 
la,  of  the  ptodnce  and  manufactures  of  Great 
Srilain,  effeetaally  ptevenied  us  ^om  problbitiog 
isch  an  inporl«tmLsio<l^e  this  ewild  not  be  done 
ffiihout  extendiag  the  prffhibition  to  the  import- 
uion  of  all  aimifir  aruftles,  eilAer  «f  British  or 
3llMr  ftrewtb  or  mawuCacture,  inl0  tlie  Atlantio 
^rts  (if  the  United  States. 

The  article  for  placii^,  respeotivehr,  the  two 
^oiMitrics  on  th»  foating  m  the  swst  farored  na- 
ioB,  limited  as  was  insisted  on  by  the  British 
PlcnipollentiftH^)  to  the  intercourse  between  the 
[Tnilad  Siafaqs  and  the  European  territories  of 
Sraat  Britain,  was  onnecassarjr,  since  all  tbatap- 
^red  deainnle  on  that  subject  was  secured  % 
iJu  eeeoad  mrtiolej  and  a  proriaion  of  that  na- 
ture unlesB  offiMriiy  imqm  ^rioos  ndTantage,  wm 
leemed  enbanassug^  on  uoouut  of  the  olAciil- 
;iaa  atttclied  to  iM  tsaontioB. 

With  this  visw  of  the  two  sn^ects,  and  findug 
hax  to  arrang*  thtm  in  a  satuiactory  mauiar 
v*s  impracttoaUe,  wef  Eoposedjin.ournote  of  the 
tls^  to  onut  altqgieLbw  the  wticlts  xAt^xag  to 

On  th?  Mit««BK  of     ipm«««M0  viAh  Inidia, 


the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  eontrarjr  to  the  im- 

Jression  made  in  the  unofficial  conversations  on 
lessrs.  Clay  and  GaUaUn,  insisted,  on  our  offi- 
cial conferences,  that  our  admission  to  that  trade 
was,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  a  concession 
altogether  gratuitous,  and  for  which,  particularly 
as  to  the  privilege  of  indirect  outward  royages, 
she  ultimately  expected  an  equivalent ;  whilst  we 
strenuously  contended  that  an  equivalent  was 
found  in  the  trade  itself,  which  was  hiffhly  bene- 
ficial to  India,  or,  at  all  events,  consiaeriog  ihe 
nature  of  the  commercial  intercourse  generally 
between  the  two  countries,  in  the  other  provisions  , 
of  the  convention.  On  the  same  ground, we  urged 
our  claim  to  be  placed  in  India  oo  the  same  foot- 
inSj  at  least,  as  (be  most  favored  nations;  to 
which  it  was  replied  that  tbev  made  a  distinction 
between  (hose  nations  which  nad  possessions  there 
and  those  which  bad  none.  The  refusal  not  be- 
ing altogether  explicit,  we  renewed  our  propoatU 
to  that  emct  in  our  note. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries,  in  a  note  of  the 
23d,  (marked  No.  7,)  acceded  to  our  propos^  to 
omit  the  third  and  nfth  articles,  and  refusing  that 
on  the  subject  of  Indians,  offered  to  omit  the  ar- 
ticle altc^ther,  and  to  sign  a  convention  eio- 
braeing  only  the  provisions  respecting  the  inter- 
course between  toe  United  States  and  the  British 
territories  in  Europe. 

This  proposal  we  rejected  in  our  note  of  thp 
24tb,  (marked  No.  8.)  But  in  order  to  meet,  if 
practicable^  the  views  of  the  British  Goveromentf 
and  to  avoid  making  any  distinction  between  tha 
East  India  trade  and  the  other  branchas  of  com- 
mercul  intercourse^  we  proposed  to  limit  the  dura^ 
tioo  of  the  whole  convention  to  four  years;  and 
we  offered,  as  an  alternative,  an  arrangement  fur 
the  sole  purpose  of  abolishing  the  disoriminaiiog 
dnties,  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  Congress  itf 
the  last  session. 

In  a  note  of  tba  36th,  (marked  No.  9,)  the  British 
Plenipoteotnriea  informed  us  that  laey  found  fit 
necessary  to  refer  our  last  proposals  to  theii  Got-  ' 
ernment ;  and  by  their  note  of  the  29th,  (marked 
Na  10.^  tiiey  accepted  our  offer  of  a  convention 
embracing  the  East  India  article,  and  limiied  to 
four  years,  to  be  calculated  from  the  date  of  its 
signature.  We  replied  to  this  in  a  note  dated 
3vth  June,  (and  marked  No.  11,)  and  op  tliesama 
day  arranged,  in  B  eonfensne^  the  dotiub  of  the 
eoDveniion. 

We  bag  leave  to  add,  that  the  same  restriction 
which  coftfineaonr  vessels  to  the  principal  ports 
of  India  is,  except  in  SKcial  oases,  imposed  by  the 
act  of  Parliamant  oa  British  subjects;  and  that, 
besides  the  diserimiaatioo  in  the  export  duty  from 
England,  the  difference  on  the  import  duty  oo 
tho  article  of  cotton  Ind,  by  m  late  act  of  Par* 
lianent,  been  iofinsed  to  two-peneo  starling  par 
poand  in  tavor  of  every  sncoies  imported  in  Bnliafc 
vessels,  and  even  of  Brazil  cotton  imported  an 
Portn^MBO  vessels. 
We  ban  the  honor  to  be,  rajMctfuIly,  &c. 

JOHN  auiNcnr  adams, 

H.  CLAY, 

ALBSaXGALLATUf. 
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No.1. 

Pro^W  of  the  Amenean  Mnieltr*. 

Aht.  1.  There  shall  be  between  the  territories 
of  the  United  States  aod  all  thedomiaioDsof  His 
Brittnoic  Majesty  in  Europe,  a  reciprocal  and 
perfect  liberty  of  commerce  and  oavigatioD.  The 
people  and  iohabitants  of  the  two  eoaotries,  re- 
spectifely,  shall  have  liberty,  freely  and  securely, 
and  without  biDdrance  and  laolestaiioa,  to  come 
with  their  ships  and  cargoes  to  the  lands,  eouotries, 
eities,port5^ places, and  riTerswithia  the  territories 
■  and  domiatons  aforesaid,  to  enter  into  the  same,  to 
resort  there,  and  to  remain  aod  reside  there  with- 
oat  any  limitation  of  time;  also,  to  hire  and  pos- 
sess houses  and  warehouses,  for  the  purposes  of 
their  commerce;  and,  generally,  the  merchants 
and  traders  on  each  side  shall  enjoy  the  most 
complete  protection  aud  security  for  their  com- 
merce, but  subject  always,  as  lo  what  i^espects  this 
article,  to  the  laws  aod  statutes  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, respectifely. 

AjtT.  8.  No  other  or  bibber  duties  shall  be  im- 
poaed^n  the  importatioD  into  the  Unitef  Statei 
of  any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  mannfac- 
tnre,  of  the  dominions  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
in  Europe,  nor  on  the  importation  into  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty's  dominions  in  Europe  of  any  arti- 
cle the  growth,  produce,  or  maoufacture,  of  the 
tJnited  States,  than  are  or  shall  be  jMyable  on  the 
like  articles  being  of  >the  growth,  produce,  or  man- 
ufocture,  of  aoy^  other  foreign  conntry.  Nor  shall 
any  higher  duties  or  charges  be  imposed,  in  either 
of  the  two  countries,  on  the  exportation  of  any 
articles  to  the  United  States,  or  to  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  dominions  in  Europe,  respectiTelr,  than 
such  as  are  payable  on  the  exportation  of  the  like 
articles  to  erery  other  foreign  country ;  nor  shall 
any  prohibition  be  imposed  on  the  exportation  or 
importation  of  any  articles  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manafaeture,  of  th«  United  States,  or  of  His 
Briunnie  Majesty's  domintoos  in  Europe,  to  or 
from  the  said  States  or  the  said  dominions,  which 
shall  not  equally  extend  to  all  other  nations.  No 
other  or  higher  duties  or  charges  shall  h«  im- 
posed, In  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
on  British  vessels,  (such  only  excepted  as  maybe 
bound  from  or  to  British  possessions  to  which 
vessels  of  the  United  States  are  not  permanently 
admitted,)  than  shall  be  payable  in  the  said  ports 
by  vessels  of  the  United  States;  nor  in  the  ports 
01  any  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in 
Europe,  on  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  than 
are  or  snail  be  payable  in  the  said  ports  by  British 
vessels.  The  same  duties  of  exportation  and  im- 
])ortatiOD,and  also  the  same  drawbacks  aud  boan- 
ties,  shall  be  respectively  paid  and  allowed  in 
cither  coantry  on  all  articiea  the  produce,  growth, 
or  manufaetare,  of  the  United  Stales  or  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  Europe,  whe- 
tiier  such  exportation  or  importation  be  in  vessels 
of  the  United  States  or  in  British  vessels. 

Abt.  3.  His  Britannic  Majesty  agrees  that  the 
▼easels  of  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted, 
and  hospitably  received,  in  all  the  seaports  and 
faatboTB  of  the  British  dominiou  in  the  Eaat  In- 


dies; and  that  the  citizens  of  tbe  said  States  mmy 
freely  carry  on  a  trade  with  the  said  terriiorlea. 
in  all  articles  of  which  the  importatloa  or  expwt- 
ation  respectively  to  or  from  the  said  terriioriea 
shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited:  Provided,  eidy, 
That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  tfaem,  in  any  lime 
of  war  between  the  British  Qovernmeot  and  any 
other  Power  or  State  whatever,  to  export  ircMa 
the  said  territories,  without  the  special  penntaajoa 
of  tbe  British  Government  there,  any  military  or 
naval  stores,  or  rice. 

Tbe  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  pay  for 
their  vessels,  when  admitted  Into  the  said  ports, 
no  other  or  higher  duty  or  charge  than  shall  be 
payable  on  British  vessels  in  the  portsof  the  Uat* 
ted  States ;  aod  they  shall  pay  no  other  or  higher 
duties  or  charges  on  the  importation  or  exporta- 
tion of  the  cargoes  of  the  said  vessels  than  sfaiWU 
be  payable  on  the  same  articles  when  imported  or 
exported  in  British  vessels.  But  it  is  expressly- 
agreed  that  the  vessels  of  the  United  Suies  abmu 
not  earry  any  of  the  articles  cxporird  by  tfaena 
from  the  said  British  terriioriea  to  any  port  or 
place,  except  to  some  port  or  place  in  America, 
where  the  same  shall  be  unladen:  or  to  some  port 
or  place,  or  ports  or  plaeei  in  China,  or  in  the 
Indian  seas,  whence  the  said  resse/s  shall  pro* 
ceed,as  aforesaid,  to  some  port  or  place  in  Amer- 
ica, and  there  unlade  the  wbofe  of  the  articles 
exported,  in  the  manner  ahovementioned,  frotn 
the  aforesaid  British  territories ;  and  sneh  ref- 
lations shall  be  adopted  by  both  parliea  as  shall 
from  time  to  time  be  fonnd  necessary  to  enforce 
the  due  and  faithful  observance  of  this  stipula- 
tion. It  is  also  understood  that  the  permissioa 
granted  by  this  article  is  not  to  extend  to  allow 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  carr]r  on  any 
part  of  the  coasting  trade  of  the  said  British  ter- 
ritories, without  the  special  permissioa  of  the  Brit- 
ish Gorernmeot  there;  but  the  vessels from 
one  port  to  another  of  the  said  territories,  tot  the 
sole  purposes  either  of  discharging  their  original 
cai^oes,  or  part  thereof,  or  of  completing  their 
return  cargoes,  are  not  to  be  eoosidered  as  earrr* 
log  on  the  coasting  trade.  Neither  is  this  artiae 
to  be  eoustroed  to  allow  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  to  settle  or  reside  within  tbe  said  terri- 
tories, or  to  go  into  the  iaterior  parts  thereof, 
without  the  permission  of  the  British  QoTemmeni 
established  there;  and  if  any  transgressions  sbsU 
be  attempted  against  the  regulations  of  the  Brit- 
ish Qovernmeot  in  this  respect,  the  obserranee 
of  the  same  shall  and  may  be  enforced  against  ihe 
cii  izens  of  America,  in  tbe  same  manner  as  against 
British  subjects  or  others  transgressing  the  same 
rule.  And  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
whenever  they  arrive  in  any  port  or  harbor  in  tbe 
said  territories,  or  if  they  ahoald  be  permtttei^  m 
manner  aforesaid,  to  go  to  any  other  iriace  ther^' 
in,  shall  always  be  sobject  to  the  laws,  goven- 
ment.  and  jurisdiction,  of  whatsoerer  oaiar^ 
established  in  such  harbor,  port,  or  place,  aeeoid- 
ing  as  the  same  may  be.  The  vessds  of  At 
United  States  may  also  touch  for  reAYsbocDt  at 
the  island  of  St.  Helena,  or  at  such  other  ports 
or  pUecs  as  wmf  be  in  tbe  poaaaaaioB  of  Qiaat 
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irilaia  in  ibe  Africta  orlodiaa  seas,  but  sabject 
I  all  respeeta  to  soeh  reg alaliona  aa  the  British 
loverDmeot  mtij  fmn  time  to  time  establish 

lere. 

Abt.  4.  The  aavigatioo  of  all  the  takes,  rirers, 
od  water  eommnaicatioDs,  the  middle  of  which 
I  the  boaodary  betweea  the  Uoiied  Slates  and 
[is  Britaoaic  Majesty's  dominions  od  the  coo- 
meat  of  North  America,  shall,  at  all  times,  be 
'ee  to  the  eitizens  of  the  (Tailed  States  and  to 
lis  Majesty's  sobjects.  The  said  ciiizeDs  and 
objects  m*Y  freeljr  carry  oa  trade  aad  commerce 
rith  each  other,  tad.  for  that  porpoae,  pass  sad 
epass  by  laod  or  inland  ntWgatioD,  into  the  re- 
|wetiTe  territories  of  the  two  patties  on  the  said 
oDtinent;  and  no  higher  or  other  tolls,  or  rales 
if  ferriage,  than  what  are  or  diall  be  payable  bv 
latirc*,  abalt  be  demanded  on  either  aide.  All 
[oods  or  roerehandise,  whose  importation  into  the 
Jnited  Slates  shall  not  be  wholly  prohibited,  may 
ireely,  for  the  purposes  of  the  commerce  aboTe- 
Bentiooed,  be  carried  into  the  same,  in  the  man- 
ter  aforesaid,  by  His  Majesty^  subjects ;  and  soch 
pods  and  merchandise  shall  be  subjeet  to  no 
ligher  or  other  duties  than  would  be  payable  by 
litizeas  of  the  United  Slates,  on  the  importation 
>f  the  same  in  American  ressels  into  the  Atlan- 
ie  ports  of  the  said  United  States;  and,  in  like 
aaanaer,  all  goods  and  merchandise,  whose  im- 
BortattDU  into  His  Mtjeat^ said  territories  in 
America  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited,  may 
rreely,  for  the  purposes  ot  commerce  abovemeo- 
tioned,  be  carried  into  the  same,  in  the  manner 
idbresaid,  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States ; 
and  such  goods  and  meicbandise  shall  be  subject 
to  no  higher  or  other  duties  than  would  be  paya- 
ble by  His  Majesty's  subjects  on  the  importation 
of  the  same  from  Bnrope  into  the  said  territories. 
AU  goods  not  prohibited  to  be  imported  from  the 
said  territories,  respectively,  may,  in  like  manner, 
be  carried  out  of  the  same  by  the  two  parties. 
No  duty  of  importation  or  exportation  shall  be 
levied  by  either  party  on  peltries  or  furs  which 
may  be  brought,  in  tbe  manner  aforesaid,  by  land 
or  iolaud  Bavigatioo,  from  the  said  territories  of 
one  party  into  tbe  said  territories  of  the  other 
party. 

Art.  5.  It  shall  be  free  for  each  of  the  two  eon- 
ttaotiag  pnrliea,  raspeetirely,  to  appoint  consuls 
for  the  protaetion  of  trade,  and  agents  for  the  pro- 
tection of  seamen,  to  reside  in  the  dominions  and 
territories  of  the  other  jurty ;  aod  the  said  con- 
sols and  agents  shall  enjoy  tbe  liberties  and  rights 
which  belong  lo  them  by  reason  of  their  func- 
tioos.  But  before  any  consul  or  agent  aforesaid 
shall  act  as  such,  he  shall  be,  in  the  usual  form, 
approved  and  admitted  by  the  party  to  whom  he 
is  sent;  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  lawful  aod 
proper,  thai,  in  ease  ot  illenl  or  improper  con- 
duct towards  tbe  laws  or  Qorernment,  a  consul 
or  agent  aforesaid  may  either  be  pnoished  accord- 
ing to  law,  if  ihe  laws  will  reaeb  the  ease,  or  be 
dismissed,  or  even  sent  back;  tbe  ofieoded  Gov- 
cnmaat  asrigaiag  to  the  other  the  reasons  for 
ihoaane. 

An.  6.  Ji  bdag  tha  iMtntioa  of  tha  high  cob- 


tracting  parties,  that  tbe  people  of  iheir  respective 
dominions  shall  be  placed  on  the  fooling  of  the 
most  favored  nation,  it  is  agreed,  Ibat  in  case 
either  party  shall  hereafter  grant  any  additional 
advantage  in  navigation  or  trade  to  any  other 
nation,  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  other  party 
shall  folly  participate  therein  ;  freely,  where  it  is 
freely  granted  to  such  other  nation,  or  yielding 
the  same  compensation  where  the  grant  is  made 
for  some  eqoiralent. 

No.  2. 

7U  Britidi  Plenipotmtiarif  to  tJu  American  PIm- 

ipoteniiaritt. 

Board  op  Tbadb,  June  16, 1615. 
The  undersigned  hare  Ihe  honor  to  transmit  ' 
to  tbe  Plenipoteotiariea  of  the  United  States  a 
contre-projet  for  ihe  arrangement  of  tbe  commer- 
cial iotercoorse  between  the  two  countries.  The 
American  Pleoipotentiaries  wilt  observe,  that  the 
article  respecting  tbe  British  East  Indies  is  not 
proposed  to  be  included  in  tbe  body  of  the  Treaty, 
but  in  a  separate  article,  and  more  limited  in  point 
of  duration,  than  would  be  suiteble  lo  the  arrange- 
ments of  tbe  Treaty  itself.  The  undersigned, 
nevertheless,  flatter  themselves  that  tbe  Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries  will  see  in  the  proposed  ar- 
ttele  for  the  East  India  iatercourse,  a  proof  of  the 
liberal  and  coBclliaiory  disposition  with  whieh 
the  British  GoTemment  is  disposed  to  act  npoa 
the  subject. 

It  will  be  reeoUeeted  that  at  oae  of  the  anoffi- 
cial  conferences,  and,  subsequently,  at  the  first 
official  conference  held  with  the  American  Plen- 
ipotentiaries, the  undersigned  stated,  by  order  <^ 
their  Qovernment,  that  if  the  power  of  going  from 
the  United  States  lo  tbe  British  dominions  in  tbe 
Bast  Indies  by  an  indirect  course  were  conceded. 
Great  Britain  must  be  considered  as  entitled  to 
some  equivalent  for  the  concession,  and  that  the 
fur  trade  was  pointed  out  by  the  undersigned  as 
CBMble  of  furnishing  that  equivalent. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  having  stated 
that  their  instructions  did  not  permit  toem  to 

Erant,  by  stipolaiion,  any  commercial  Intereoarae 
etween  His  M^eaty's  sobjects  and  the  Indians 
residing  within  the  acknowledged  booodarica  of . 
the  United  States,  and  not  bavios  suggested  any 
other  means  of  finding  an  equivaleot,  the  onder- 
signed  would  have  been  fully  justified  in  tender- 
ing a  oontre-project  which  wholly  omitted  the 
concession  in  question.  But  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, anxious  to  renew  tbe  commercial  rela- 
tions of  the  two  countries,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
peace  aod  harmony,  has  authorized  the  under- 
signed to  offer  a  separate  article,  by  which  the 
itMlireel  voyare  from  the  Uoiied  States  to  the 
British  East  Indies  will  be  permitted,  withoat 
equivalent,  for  Ihe  space  of  two  years,  in  the  oon- 
fideoi  hope  that,  daring  that  period,  the  Amerioan 
(Jovemmeot  will  be  enabled  to  propose  such  an 
equivalent  as  may  induce  Great  Britain  to  make 
that  {Krmission  commensnrate  with  the  geiMnI 
duration  of  the  treaty. 
The  mideraigited  will  be  baf^y  to  hare  the 
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hmor  of:  setiDg  the  Amerieafi  Pleflipountiirin 
OD  any  day  which  may  rait  their  coanniflBec, 
und  request  tbcm  to  accept  the  anOEMtee  of  their 
high  eoauderatioD. 

F.  ROBINSON, 
HBNRY  GOULBURN, 
WILUAM  ADAMS. 


Cmtn^pr^tt  of  file  BrtftiA  Ctmmitiimm. 

Abticlb  1.  There  shall  be,  between  all  the 
territories  of  His  BriiaDoie  Majesty  in  Europe, 
and  tba  tnritoriei  of  the  Uvitad  State*  of  Amer- 
ica, a  reciprocal  liberty  of  commerce.  The  io- 
hafaitaots  of  the  two  ooaotries,  mpeetirely,  shall 
hare  Liberty  fuUy  and  seottrclv  toaome  with  their 
ahipe  and  earfoet  to  all  racn  plaet%  ports,  and 
riren  in  the  tenitoriw  afomud,  to  which  other 
fareigoanan  peniuitad  to  come;  to  enter  into 
Ibe  mae,  and  remain  and  reside  in  any  ^rts  of 
tb«  aid  territories,  reepeotivety  j  also  to  hm  and 
ocaopy  warebonses  foe  the  purposes  of  their  com- 
fiucce;  and,  generally,  the  merebants  and  traders 
of  each  natioa,  respectiTely,  shall  eqjoy  the  most 
complete  protection  and  security  Cw-their  com- 
merce, but  aubject  always  to  the  lawsand  stataies 
of  the  twocouDiries,  respectively. 

Art.  2.  No  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be  im- 

S««d  on  the  impoiution  into  the  territories  of 
is  Britannic  Majesty  in  Europe,  of  any  artieter 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  Uoi- 
bsd  Stales  i  and  no  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be 
imposed  on  the  importation  into  the  Uiiitad  States 
of  any  articles  the  gniwtht  product,  or  maanfoe- 
Um  of  bis  Britannic  H«|eaty*s  territories  in  Bu- 
rape,  than  are  or  shall  be  payable  oa  the  like  ar- 
tides  being  the  growth,  produce,  or  BMnafaetore 
of  any  other  foreign  eotmtry ;  aor  ahaU  any  other 
Off  higher  duties  or  charges  be  imposed  ifi  «iifact 
of  the  two  countries  on  the  ezporuiion  of  any  ai- 
tii^is  to  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Eu- 
rope, or  to  the  United  States,  respectively,  thaa 
such  as  are  payable  on  the  exportation  of  the  like 
articles  to  any  other  foreign  couatry;  aor  shall 
utf  prohibition  be  imposed  upon  the  ezportatioa 
or  importation  of  any  article  the  growlii,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  terri- 
tories Id  Europe,  or  of  tbe  United  Stau^  to  or 
from  the  said  territories  of  His  Britaanic  M^jesCy 
iASartme,  or  to  or  from  the  said  UnUed  States, 
which  shall  Bot  extend  to  all  other  aaiiona.  No 
•ther  or  higher  dntiesor  charges  shall  be  impoaed 
in.  the  ports  of  aojr  of  Hie  Brituaia  M»Ms(y'« 
territories  in  Burone  on  the  Ttisela  of  the  United 
Siatee,  than  shall  oe  payable  on  Britiib  Tassels; 
■or  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  on 
British  vesaels,  than  those  payable  in  the  same 
poru  by  resseu  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  3.  The  navigation  itf  all  lakes,  rivers,  and 
water  eommunicatioas,  the  middle  of  which  is  or 
Baay  be  the  boundary  between  Bis  Britauic  Ma- 
jesty's territories  on  ue  continent  of  North  Amer- 
wa,  and  the  United  States,  shall,  with  the  exiwp- 
tioDB  hereinafter  mentioned,  at  all  times  be  free 
to  His  M^esty's  subjects  and  (be  oitixeas  of  the 


Uoiifld  Statca.  The  inhabilauts  ef  His  BtiiuBic 
Majesty's  territories  ia  North  Ameriea,  ui  the 
citizeas  and  subjects  of  the  Uaited  Sialea,  may 
f^ly  carry  on  trade  and  commerce  by  laid  ar 
inland  navigatioa,  as  aforesaid,  with  goo4a  and 
merchandise  the  growth,  prodaee,  or  manaAeiaK  < 
of  tbe  British  territories  in  Europe  or  Nwth  I 
America,  w  of  the  United  States,  rcspeetfrefy, 
witbia  the  territories  of  tbe  two  parties,  reapeci- 
irdy,  on  the  said  oontinent,  (the  eoaatry  withia 
the  limits  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  oaly 
excepted })  aad  no  other  or  higm  duties  or  teUs, 
or  rates  of  foriage,  or  portage,  than  what  are  or 
shall  be  payable  by  mtiTCs,  respectirdy,  shall  W 
tahea  or  demanded  on  cither  side.  All  goods  or 
iaerchandise,  whose  uuportatim  into  the  Uuiiad 
States  shall  not  he  whcUy  pr^ibited.  may  fully, 
for  tbe  purposes  of  the  comneno  aboteaentiaaad. 
be  carried  into  the  said  Uaiiad  States,  iu  the  aee- 
ner  aforesaid,  ^  His  Britaonio  Majesty^  ai^ 
iecu;  and  the  said  goods  and  mercfaaodjse  ahaU 
be  subject  to  no  higher  or  other  duties  than  would 
be  payable  by  eitisees  of  the  Uiiiod  Suites  oo  ifae 
impwiation  of  the  same  iu  Amcricaa  reesete  into 
the  Allantie  portt  of  the  United  States.  And, 
in  like  manner,  all  goods  and  merchandise  the 

frowtb,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  Uaited 
Itatea,  whose  importation  into  His  Majesty's  said 
territories  in  America  shall  not  be  eotirefy  priy-  . 
hibtted,  may  fully,  for  the  poiyMses  of  the  ooea-  I 
rorrce  aboremaotifmed,  be  carried  into  the  sime 
by  land,  or  by  means  of  such  Ukcs>,  rivers,  and 
watereomnuBicatioDsasaboveBMBtttwed,  by  the  i 
citi»»s  of  the  Uaited  States;  and  such  goods  uiMd  I 
nero^ndiae  shall  be  subject  to  bo  other  or  higher 
duty  tW  would  be  payable  by  His  Bdajesiy'saub- 
iecis  OR  4he  ioKpertatton  of  tbe  same  freoa  Burope 
iBto  the  saU  territwies.  No  duty  shaU  be  levied 
by  either  party  oa  peltries  or  furs  which  aaar  be 
brought  in  the  manaer  aforeeaid  by  lead  or  inland 
naTigatioe,  from  tbe  aaid  territories  of  theoibcr; 
but  tolls,  or  ntes  ^  CBrriagc^  or  poruige,  may  he 
demanded  and  uken  in  manner  aboranenUened 
OB  sueh  peltries  ox  furs. 

It  is  hereby  declared,  that  nothAcg  in  this  atle- 
eie  COB  laiaed,  as  to  tbe  oav^tion  of  rivers,  lakes, 
or  water  commuoicatioDs,  shall  extend  to  give  a 
right  of  narigatioB  upea  or  within  the  suu^  ia 
those  psru  where  the  middle  is  not  the  boundary 
between  Bis  Britannic  Majesty's  tenitories  and 
the  United  Statca  of  Amenea. 

Abt.  4.  It  ahaU  be  fne  fet  eaeh  of  the  tveeoa- 
traetiag  patties  to  emwiot  coaavls  for  the  nelao- 
tioB  of  tnd^  to  Mtide  ia  tbe  dominieas  and  larvi- 
tories  of  tbe  other  party ;  but,  before  sar  caaaul 
shall  ftct  as  such,  m  shaU,  in  the  usnl  forBS,  be 
apj^vred  and  admitted  bjr  the  Qovoaneat  i» 
which  he  is  sent.  Aad  it  la  hereby  declared  tha^ 
in  case  of  iUegal  er  iaipiopcr  coadoot  towaidi 
the  laws  or  Oorenment  of  the  country  to  wUefc 
he  is  sent,  such  consul  may  cithar  be  punishel 
aecordtBg  to  law,  if  the  laws  will  reach  the  eiai^ 
or  be  sent  back,  the  offcBded  Ctovernueat  aneitt- 
iag  to  the  other  (ha  seasons  for  the  saaic. 

It  is  hereby  declared,  that  either  of  the  oaa- 
traetiog  parties  my  esiept  fruas  the  reaidaaaeof 
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touuU,  MKb  partlenlar  {dwres  as  moh  parly  tladl 
jadge  proper  to  be  so  excepted. 

Art.  5.  It  being  the  ioleDtioD  of  the  eootraet- 
ing  partiei  that  the  inhabitaiita  of  Hid  Brilanoie 
M^iesw**  temteriea  in  Eorope,  and  the  inhabk- 
ants  of  the  United  States,  shall,  m  respect  loeom- 
meree  betareen  the  said  territories,  be  placed  on 
the  footing  of  the  most  farered  nations,  it  Is 
agreed,  that  to  case  etthar  of  the  oontraciinf  par- 
ties shall  hereafter  grant  aof  addittoaat  adTva- 
tmge*  in  oommeTco  or  navigation  to  aof  Boro- 
pean  nalion  as  to  the  importation  or  exportatioa 
to  or  from  sach  other  Baropeon  nation  and  His 
Britannic  Mawscy's  territories  in  Borope,  or  to 
or  from  Hoh  Boropean  nation  and  the  territoiie* 
of  the  United  States,  tlw  citiseM  and  sofajects  of 
the  other  caotractiag  party  shall  likewise  enjoy 
the  aBme,  freely,  where  it  has  beenireelT  gnuued 
to  avefa  other  Bttropeen  aation  i  and,  wnr*  cm- 
ditiow^lfy  sranMdf  on  the  aame  ierii»  a&d  eoadi- 
tiflOM  on  wueh  sooh  adraDta^e  chall  have  been 
granted,  or  on  tn-ms  and  coaditKma  whkh  may  be 
afterwards  ^tced  apoa  as  e^airalcat  thereto  by 
tlM  eontCftcting  parties. 

.  riRBT  BfePABATB  ARTICLX. 

Hia  Britannic  Majesty  agrees  riiat  the  ressels 
oi  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  and  hos- 
pitably receiTed  at  the  principal  settlemeotB  of 
the  British  doimnioDS  in  the  Bast  Indies,  videH- 
ecC,  Calootta,  Madras,  Bombay,  and  the  Prinee  of 
Wales's  island ;  and  that  the  cittzeos  of  the  said 
UniUd  States  may  felly  carry  on  trade  between 
the  said  priacipal  settlements  and  the  said  United 
Statea,  in  all  articles  of  which  tbe  importation 
and  exponaiioB,  nspeotlvdy,  to  aod  from  the  said 
territories,  shall  nee  be  eatlrely  prohibited :  Fro- 
vidtdf  ofl/y,  That  it  sbftll  not  be  la\^fbl  for  them, 
in  any  time  of  war  betweea  the  British  Oorero' 
ment  and  aav  P«#er  or  State  whaterer.  to  export 
fnHtt  tbe  saia  territories,  without  tbe  special  per- 
miesion  ef  the  British  Qefernmeat,  any  nilftary 
stores;,  or  naral  store&  or  rice.  The  citizens  « 
tbe  United  States  shall  pay  for  their  vessels,  when 
admitted,  no  ether  or  higher  doty  or  chaive  than 
ahall  be  payable  on  the  vesaets  of  the  most  favored 
Boropean  nations;  and  they  shall  pay  do  other 
or  higher  duties  or  charges  on  the  inporietioa  or 
exportatioa  of  the  cargoes  of  the  said  vessels,  than 
shall  be  payable  oa  the  same  artielee  when  im- 
ported  or  exported  in  the  vessels  of  tbe  most  fa- 
VMed  Baropeon  natiOB. 

But  it  ii  expressly  egtved,  (bat  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States  shall  »oi  carry  any  articles  from 
the  said  principal  settlemeols  to  aay  port  or  place, 
except  to  some  port  or  place  in  tbe  United  Sutes 
of  America,  where  tbe  same  tball  be  nnbtden. 

It  ieabo  nnderstood,  tfaat  tbe  perlniaskm  gratf  led 
by  this  article  is  not  to  miead  to  allow  »e  ves- 
sda  of  the  United  States  to  carry  on  any  of  the 
oeaatiag  trade  of  the  said  British  territories;  but 
tbe  Teasels  of  tlie  United  Slates  having,  in  the 
first  iDslanee^  proceeded  to  one  of  tbe  said  prin- 
cipal settlenents  of  the  British  dominions  io  tbe 
Bast  Indies,  and  then  goiag  with  their  origioal 
cargoat^  er  part  Ihereoi,  ftom  one  of  tbe  said  pria* 


elpal  settlemeata  to  another,  shall  not  be  eoasM- 
ered  as  carrying  on  tbe  eoastiag  trade. 

The  vessels  of  the  United  States  may  also 
touch  for  fefreshmenl,  but  not  for  commerce,  in 
tbe  course  of  tbeir  voyige  to  or  from  the  Britidi 
territories  in  India,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
tbe  island  of  St.  Hdena,  or  such  other  plaees  as 
may  be  in  the  possession  of  Qreat  Britam  io  tbe 
African  or  Imnan  seas ;  it  being  well  nnderstood 
that,  in  all  that  regards  this  article,  the  citizeas 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  subject  in  all  re- 
spects to  the  laws  and  regnlatioas  of  the  British 
Oevernmeat  from  time  to  time  established. 

SBCOHO  8BFARATB  ARTICLE. 

It  is  hcicl^  agreed  and  declared,  that  the  int 
separate  article  of  the  iwesent  treaty  shall  be 
Umited  in  its  doraiion  to  the  period  of  two  yean 
from  the  date  of  the  exehai^  o(  the  ratifieatiou 
of  the  said  treaty. 

No.  3. 

The  American  to  tie  BritUh  PlenipotvUiaries. 

Hariay  SraBET,  J^au  17, 1815. 
The  utfders^cd  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowU 
edge  tbe  reoeifft  of  tbe  note  of  His  Britaooie 
Majesty's  E^lcDfipoteDtiarles  ef  the  16tb  Instant, 
enolesiag  their  connc-projet  for  the  arrabgement 
of  the  commeroial  intercotUae  between  the  two 
countries. 

Anxious  tp  ascertain,  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  whether  tbere  be  any  probability  that 
such  an  arrangement  can  now  be  eoncluded  as 
shell  he  satisfttetory  to  both  parties,  the  under- 
signed will  not  at  this  titne  enter  into  a  diseus- 
^n  of  tbe  sn^eot,  and,  leaving  minor  points  fot 
subsvment  consideration,  will  only  propose  the 
fbklowng  alwratfoH  in  the  eonire-projet  of  Bis 
Britannio  Majesty**  nenlpotentiarieB,  viz: 

Aar.  2:— 1st.  To  reinsfaie  (he  clause  in  the 
ptojet  ^  tbe  uedersigded  which  provided  Ibtft 
the  same  duties,  drawmekiL  and  hottaties  sbonM 
be  paid  and  allowed  id  either  country,  on  the 
importation  er  expertation  of  articles  the  prodwe^ 
growth,  or  manahwture  of  His  Britaooie  M»|»s» 
tf*t  territories  in  Bnrope,  or  of  (be  United  SMtta. 

3d.  To  rernstaie  the  clause  in  the  projet  of  tftia 
neders%aed  which  excepted  from  the  provisfe* 
to  eqaaTise  tonnage  doties  BritiAh  vessels  beaad 
to  or  from  British  posieasioes  to  which  veMfl*  of 
tfa6  Ulited  States  were  not  permanently  admits 
led;  or  lo  ietrodtMC  a  new  article,  providing  that 
neither  the  iatereourse  between  the  United  filatte 
ead  His  Britannic  Majesty's  possessioos  in^ 
West  Indies,  nor  that  by  tea  between  the  said 
States  and  His  Britaooie  Haiesiy's  posaesrieas 
in  North  America,  shall  be  ainoted  by  any  artl- 
ele  in  the  treaty,  bm  that  each  party  shall  remain 
in  tbe  complete  possession  of  its  rights,  in  respect 
to  such  an  intercourse. 

Akt.  3.  To  reinstate,  in  substance,  the  article 
proposed  on  -that  subject  by  (be  underaifped^  so 
that  the  eommerce  by  lend  or  inland  narigadon, 
sanctioned  by  the  article,  be  confined  to  that 
which  may  be  carried  on  between  tbe  citixcBs  ^ 
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the  Doited  Statei  and  His  BriiaBoic  Majesty's 
subjects ;  aod  so  as  nut  to  preclade  tbe  ciiizens  of 
the  United  States  from  carrying  arllcles  of  tbe 
firowtb,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Ibe  said 
States  down  tbe  river  St.  Lawrence,  as  far  at 
least  as  Montreal,  and  down  tbe  waters  of  Lake 
Cbamplaia,  as  far  at  least  as  tbe  St.  Lawrence; 
or,  if  no  satisfactory  arrangement  can  at  present 
be  formed  on  this  subject,  to  omit  tbe  article 
altogether. 

Aar.  5.  To  place,  generally,  each  nation  on 
tbe  footing  of  the  most  farored  nation,  without 
restricting  that  priTilege,  as  rciates  to  tbe  citi- 
nns  of  tbe  United  States,  (o  tbe  commerce  with 
Hia  Briunnie  Majestjr's  territories  in  Earope. 

Second  separate  ariide  to  be  omitted. 

The  nndersigoed  will  hare  the  honor  to  wait 
on  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Pleaipotentiaries  on 
Monday,  tbe  19th  instant,  at  two  o'clock,  at  tbe 
Office  of  Trade,  when  the  undersigned  hope  ihey 
will  be  able  to  communicate  to  tbem  their  final 
determination  on  the  proposed  alterations. 

The  undenigoed  request  His  Britannic  Majes* 
tv's  Plenipotentiaries  to  accent  tbe  assurances  of 
their  diBtingaisfaed  consideration. 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Right  Hon.  F.  J.  RoBtNSON,  H.  Godl- 
BuaK,  and  Dr.  William  Adams. 

No.  4. 

Tke  Bri^th  to  the  Ameriean  Pknipotmtiarief. 

BoABO  or  Tbadb,  June  20, 1815. 

In  compliance  with  tbe  request  of  the  Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries,  the  undersigned  hare  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  tbem,  in  writing,  the 
aabstaoce  of  the  observations  which  were  made 
on  the  part  of  tbe  British  Plenipotentiaries,  in 
the  conference  of  yesterday,  apon  the  difierent 

r>inu  referred  to  in  the  note  of  the  American 
lenipotentiaries  of  tbe  17tb  iostanl. 
Upon  the  first  point,  relating  to  a  part  of  tbe 
second  article  of  the  cootre-projet  of  the  under- 
ajgoed,  tbe  British  Plenipotenuaries  stated  it  to 
b«  the  intention  of  ibeir  Government  to  agree  not 
wly  to  a  mutual  eouatization  of  such  datiei  as 
my  be  properly  caUed  tonnage  duties,  but  also 
of  all  duties  upon  tbe  importation  of  goods  the 
growth,  product  or  manufacture  of  the  two  coun- 
tries respectively,  whether  imported  in  British 
or  in  American  ships;  thev  stated,  further,  their 
rcadioess  to  accede  ton  similar  and  mutual  equal- 
ization of  bounties  payable  upon  tbe  above  arti- 
cles. Upon  the  subject  of  drawbacks,  they  rep- 
resented that  the  clause,  as  proposed  by  tbe 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  appeared  to  give  to 
the  vesseb  of  tbe  United  Stales  which  might  be 
engaged  in  the  general  re-exportation  of  Ameri- 
can produce  from  this  country  to  all  other  parts 
of  tbe  world  an  advantage  equal  to  that  enjoyed 
by  British  ships;  and  that  this  privilege  went 
beyond  the  general  principle  of  an  article  which 
was  eonfined  to  tbe  trade  between  the  two  coua- 
tfie^  cespeetirely.    They  expressed  a  wish  to 


receive  from  the  Amerieui  PlcntpoteBtuiiai  m 
more  precise  explanation  of  their  Tie*s  opon 

this  point. 

Upon  tbe  second  point  referred  to  in  the  note 
of  tbe  American  Plenipotentiaries,  the  under- 
signed ex|»Te8>ed  their  readiness  to  agree  to  a 
clause  which  should  contain  tbe  latter  aJiernatife 
suggested  by  the  Ameriean  Plenipotentiaries. 

IJpoo  tbe  third  article,  relating  to  the  inter- 
course between  Canada  and  tbe  United  States, 
the  undersigned  disclaimed  any  tnleiKioa  of  ob- 
tmning,  by  any  interpretation  of  the  words  oS  Uie 
article  as  they  had  proposed  it,  a  right  to  an  in- 
tercourse with  the  Indians  residiuF  within  tbe 
acknowledged  limits  of  the  United  States,  which 
the  Amenean  Plenipotentiarica  had  already  stated 
that  tbdr  instructions  forbade  them  to  eoaeede. 
And  they  expressed  their  readiness  to  agree  to 
tbe  insertion  of  such  words  as  would  clear  up 
any  doubt  which  might  exist  upon  the  anbjecL 

As  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Sl  hatwreace 
as  far  as  Montreal,  and  that  of  tbe  water*  flow- 
ing from  Lake  Cbamplaia  to  that  river,  the  an- 
dersigned  suted  themselves  not  to  be  authorized 
to  stipulate  tbe  concession  of  that  indulgence  in 
the  way  proposed  by  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries. The  undersigned  likewise  stated  their 
objections  to  extending  Article  5  beyoad  the  in- 
tercourse between  tbe  United  States  and  HU 
Britannic  Majesty's  dominioos  ia  Europe. 

In  regard  to  toe  two  separate  articles  of  the 
eontre-projet,  the  undersigned  atated  that  they 
had  no  authority  to  grant  the  firit|  unleaa  accom- 
panied  by  a  limiuiion  in  point  of  time ;  and 
when  the  Ameriean  Plenipolratiacies  proposed 
as  a  substitute  for  that  article,  tme  which  should 
give  the  United  States  the  same  privileges  as  tbe 
^most  favored  European  nations  in  their  inter- 
course with  tbe  British  possessions  in  that  quar- 
ter, the  undersigned,  while  they  admitted  tha^  in 
some  respects,  it  stood  upon  difierent  grounds 
from  an  article  which  should  grant  the  indirect 
voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  without  any  equiva- 
lent or  limitation  in  point  of  time,  did  not  fed 
themselves  authorized  to  bold  out  any  expedn- 
tioo  that  this  new  suggestion  eouid  ba  acceded  to 
by  Great  Britain. 

The  undersigned  request  tbe  American  Plai- 
potenttaries  to  accept  the  assurances  of  their  higk 
consideration. 

.  F.ROBINSON, 

HENRY  GOULBURN. 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


No.  5. 

Second  ekttek  qf  taiieUJor  eguataiiig  AUia. 
The  same  duties  shall  be  jMid  on  the  impot^ 
tion  into  tbe  ports  of  any  of  His  Britannic  Ha* 
jesty's  territories  in  Europe  of  any  articles  tbe 

growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
tarn,  and  the  same  drawbacks  shall  be  allowed 
on  tbe  re  exportation  thereof,  whether  sock  im- 
portation shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  United  States 
or  in  British  vessels;  and  tbe  same  duties  shall 
be  paid  on  the  importation  into  the  United  BiMs 
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if  aof  articlM  tbe  growtfo,  produce,  or  maoa- 
aeture  of  His  Britanoie  Majesty's  territories  in 
Surope,  and  tbe  same  drawbacks  shall  be  allowed 
>ii  tbe  re-exportation  thereof,  whether  such  im- 
portation shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  United  States 
ir  in  British  vessels.  The  same  duties  shall  be 
;)aid,  and  the  same  bounties  altowed,  on  tbe  ex- 
portation of  My  ariiclev  tbe  growth,  produce,  or 
nanofacture  of  the  United  States  to  His  Briian- 
lic  Majesty's  territories  in  Europe,  whether  such 
■xportatioD  shall  be  in  vessels  of  ibeUoiied  Slates 
>r  in  British  vessels;  and  the  same  duties  shall 
t>e  paid,  and  the  same  bounties  allowed,  on  tbe 
ixporfation  of  aar  anieles  ib«  growth,  produce, 
or  maDofaetore  of  Bia  Britannic  Majesty's  terri- 
tories in  Europe  to  tbe  United  Slates,  whether 
luch  exportation  shall  iw  in  tmwU  of  the  Dniud 
States  or  in  Britiah  reiaela. 


No.  6. 

Tte  Ameriean  to  the  Britith  Pknipt^mlianet. 

Hablbt  Stbebt,  June  21, 1815. 

The  aodersigoed  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge tbe  receipt  of  the  note  of  tbe  British  Pleoi- 
[Mteniiaries  dated  tbe  20tb  instant,  commuoica- 
,ing  the  substance  of  tbe  observations  which  they 
bad  made  in  the  conference  of  tbe  lOtb,  upon  the 
different  points  referred  to  in  the  note  of  the  un- 
dersigned  of  tbe  17th  instant, 

Tbe  views  of  the  undersigned,  with  respect  to 
the  Bceond  article,  bein|r  precisely  tbe  same,  with 
those  stated  by  the  British  Pleoipoteniiartee,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  In  framing  a  clause  embrac- 
ing the  objeets  contemplated  by  both  parties,  and 
which  shall  be  free  from  ambigaity. 

The  explanation  given  by  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries Qpon  that  part  of  the  third  article  which 
the  undersigned  apprehended  might  be  liable  to 
t  construcuoQ,  in  reference  to  the  Indian  trade,  not 
intended  by  either  party,  is  perfectly  satisfactory. 
But  they  regret  that  ther  cannot  accede  to  the 
alterations  proposed  in  other  respeets  by  tbe  Brit- 
ish Plenipotentiaries  to  tbe  article  which  bad 
been  offered  by  the  undersigned,  particularly  as 
they  affect  the  privilege  of  inland  navigation  by 
tbe  river  St.  Lawrence  and  by  tbe  waters  flow- 
ing from  Lake  Cbamplain ;  nor  have  they  found 
it  nraetieable  to  frame  any  article  compatible 
with  the  diflennt  viewa  entertained  by  the  two 
nrtiea  rei^eollng  the  inlerooorse  between  tbe 
United  States  and  Canada.  They,  therefore,  re- 
cur to  the  proposal  made  in  their  note  of  tbe  17th 
insunt,  to  omit  that  article  altogether,  that  pro- 

gosat  not  having  been  noticed  in  the  note  of  tbe 
Iriiisb  Plenipotentiaiien  of  the  SOth  instant. 
They  make  tbe  same  offer  as  to  the  6f(h  article 
of  the  contre-projet. 

And,  thirdly,  they  hereby  renew  the  pro^al 
made  verbally  in  the  conference  of  tbe  19tb  inst., 
to  substitute,  for"  the  two  separate  articles,  one 
placing  the  United  States,  in  their  intercourse 
with  the  British  possessions  in  India,  on  the  foot- 
iitg  of  the  most  favored  European  nation. 
The  underaigaed  request  to  be  madeaequaioted 


with  the  determination  of  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries on  those  three  propositions. 

The  undersigned  tender  again  to  tbe  British 
Plenipotentiaries  assuraneesof  theirdistiognisbed 
consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Right  Hon.  F.  Robinson,  H.  OoDLBintir, 
and  Dr.  William  Adahb. 

No.  7. 

The  BrUitk  to  the  American  PUmpotmtiuitM. 

BoABD  or  Tbadb,  Jvm  S3, 1815. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  ackuowl- 
edge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  Ameriean 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  21st  instant,  and  are  hap- 
py to  find  that  no  difficulty  exists  on  either  sine 
as  to  the  second  article.  Upon  tbe  subject  of  the 
third  article,  tbe  undersigned  regret  to  learn  that 
tbe  American  Plenipotentiaries  nave  not  found  it 
practicable  to  frame  any  article  compatible  with 
tbe  different  views  entertained  by  tbe  two  parties 
respecting  the  intercourse  between  Canads  and 
the  United  States ;  and  aa  the  undersigned  are 
equally  unable  to  accede  to  the  proposition  made 
on  the  part  of  tbe  United  States  respecting  the 
navigation  of  waters  lyin^  exclusively  within  the 
territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  they  accede 
to  the  proposal  of  omitting  the  article  altogether. 
They  have  also  no  objection  to  the  omission  iA 
the  fifth  article. 

In  regard  to  the  trade  with  the  British  Bast 
Indies,  me  undersigned  are  not  authorized  to  sub- 
stitute, for  the  two  separate  articles  which  they 
bad  proposed, one  which  shall  put  the  ioterconrse 
of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter  upon  tbe  fool- 
ing of  the  most  favored  European  nation^  inas- 
much as  it  would  have  the  practical  effect  of 
granting,  in  another  shape,  that  which  the  under- 
signed are  instructed  to  withhold,  unless  accom- 
panied by  a  greater  limitation  of  lime  than  they 
would  thtnk  it  expedient  to  apply  to  the  other  ar- 
rangements of  the  treaty.  If.  however,  the  Aeaer- 
iean  Plenipotentiaries  adhere  to  their  objection  to 
the  subsunee  of  the  two  separate  articles,  as  pn^ 
posed  on  tbe  part  of  Great  Britain,  the  ondeiH 
signed  are  ready  to  omit  altogether  any  artiete 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Bast  Indies. 

The  undersigned  are  nererthetoss  disposed  M 
consider  tbe  arrangements  of  the  aeoend  artiolB 
(as  agreed  upon,  or  understood,)  to  be  of  soffieieat 
importance  to  the  mutnal  interests  of  Oreat  Bri^ 
ain  and  the  United  Staiat,  partieolarly  in  the 
common  t^ect  of  securing  a  free  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries,  to  indue* 
them  readily  to  sign  a  treaty  or  convention  for 
that  single  purpose,  independent  of  the  other 
points  to  which  the  negotiation  has  referred. 

Tbe  undersigned  ate  happy,  upon  this  occasioBf 
to  renew  to  tbe  Ameriean  Plenipotentiaries  the 
assuraneesof  their  high  consideration. 

F.J.ROBINSON. 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 

To  the  Ahbbioam  PLaairoTBHTuaiaa. 
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No.  8. 

Tic  ilnicriMit  <o  Ae  A-AuA  ^Jlm^dtailiaKe*. 

Harlet  Stbebt,  June  24, 1815. 

Tbe  undersigned  have  (he  booor  to  aefcnow- 
le^RC  tbc  receipt  of  the  note  of  tbe  British  Pleni- 
potentiuies  or  the  23d  iaitaat^  expressiag  their 
MKDt  tp  the  pmponl  of  oaittiDg  the  third  and 
fifth  artielea  m  the  eootre-projet.  To  the  propo- 
sal of  omitting.  alaOf  altogether,  »ar  article  upon 
the  subject  of  toe  Eaat  ladies,  and  of  sifiiniog  an 
arrangement  embracing  all  the  proTiBioos  con- 
tained in  tbe  second  article,  tbe  uadersigaed  do 
not  feel  ibemMlTes  authorised  to  aeoede.  Bat 
tbay  offir  to  sign  a  oonrentioa  embracing  that 
article  eoiire,  and  tbe  first  separate  article,  tbe 
whole  of  which  coaTeatioo  shall  be  limited  to 
the  term  of  foor  years  from  tbe  date  of  the  ev- 
cbanga  of  the  ratificaiioBS ;  or  thejr  will  agree  to 
a  eoavaation  for  the  sole  purpose  of  aboFishiDg 
all  discriminating  duties  on  American  and  Brit- 
ish vessels,  and  tbeir  cargoes,  in  the  intercourse 
keiween  theUnited  Stales  and  His  Britaonte  Ma- 
jcM|'a  territories  in  Europe,  in  the  manner  con- 
lenplated  bv  the  second  article,  and  as  explained 
and  unlualljr  agreed  on  iu  tbc  oonierenees  on  that 
tubiictiomiuii^aU  tbe  other  nroTisions  contained 
■B  tae  aame  article,  and  wfaieh  had  for  object  to 
jidaee  the  two  countries,  respectireljr,  on  the  foot- 
ing of  tbe  most  farored  nation. 

The  uadersigaed  request  the  British  Pleaipo- 
tentiaries  to  accept  the  assuraneea  of  their  dia- 
tingaisbed  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
HKNRT  CLAY, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Right  Hon.  F.  J.  Roamaoii»  H.  Oovb- 
■oaii,  and  Dr.  Wiixuu  Abuib. 

No  a 

tkt  SriUth  U  tKt  AmerieoM  Pleaipotentiarie$. 

BoABBLOP  Tbabb,  Jmu  36^  1816. 

The  uadersigaed  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowl- 
eJge  tbe  reeefpt  of  tbe  note  of  tbe  AaMriean  Pleni- 
ItoMBtiKriee  of  the  24th  insunt,  in  which  tk9y 
^br  to  sign  B  eoBTetttion  embracing  the  second 
bhM*  BUin,  Bad  tlw  first  if  patats  apttele^  the 
iMele  mreBifon  »  be  liiaited  to  the  term  of 
four  years  from  tbe  date  of  the  exehaDge  of  the 
MtifletlioQs  s  or  to  agree  to  a  «OBTeBtioB  for  the 
Ida  purpose  of  aboUshiag  all  disecioUaating  dn- 
tie*  on  Ameriean  and  British  vesaek,  and  ibeir 
eaifoes,  in  the  interconrae  between  the  Onited 
0tttes  and  the  British  lerritorice  in  Borope,  omi^ 
ting  ail  tbe  other  provisions  contained  in  the 
same  article,  and  which  had  for  object  to  place 
the  two  oouQtries,  respectively  oq  tbe  footing  of 
the  most  favored  DBtion. 

As  neither  of  these  proposals  were  contemplated 
in  the  instructions  with  which  the  undersigned 
were  orif  tnally  furnished,  and  which  were  framed 
with  a  view  to  a  less  limited  arrangement,  they 
have  feh  themselves  nnder  the  necessity  of  refer- 
not  the  last  aoMof  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiarlca  to  the  oonsidention  of  their  Qovernmeot, 


and  will  not  Jkil  to  eommaaitiate  the  tcibIi  of 
that  reference  as  soon  asthey  shall  b«  eoBbM  to 

do  so. 

The  underlined  are  bapp;y  toavail  themaelfw 
of  this  opportunity  of  renewmg  to  (He  AaaericBB 
Plenipotentiaries  tbe  aasuranees  of  their  Uffi 
conridefatioa. 

F.  J.  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  GOULBORN, 
WILLIAM  ADAlia 


No.  10. 

BoABD  OP  Tbadb,  JImk  SO^  ISlSb 
In  reference  to  the  note  which  tbe  Doder^gaed 
had  the  honor  to  address  to  the  Amerieaa  Flcfil- 
potenliaries  on  the  £dth  instant,  they  are  bow 
instructed  to  acquaint  them  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment is  ready  to  agree  to  a  convention  for  four 
years,  (lo  be  calcnlated  from  the  dale  of  its  sig- 
nature,)  which  shall  contain  the  whole  of  the 
second  article,  as  proposed  by  the  undersigned, 
aod  as  explained  and  matnally  agreed  upon  in 
their  several  conferences  j  and  also  the  first  arti- 
cle, relating  to  the  Bast  Indies,  as  proposed  oa  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  (the  latter  article  aba  to 
be  in  force  for  lour  years  from  the  same  dale.') 
The  Dwderslgned,  ia  making  this  eommuBieatsiMi 
to  the  Ameriean  Plenipoie&iieries,  feel  it  to  he 
tbeir  duty  to  sute,  in  the  mest  explicit  manner, 
thai  altboagb,  in  tbe  earnest  desire  of  promoting 
a  good  mderstanding  between  the  two  eoBatrita, 
Che  British  OoveiaHient  bat,  at  the  presaiH  Ume, 
forborne  to  insist  on  makfag  ia  the  body  of  the 
treaty  any  marked  distinctioa  betweco  iu  eoa> 
cession  in  regard  to  the  East  ladies,  and  iu  otlwr 
coneessioas,  for  whieb  a  stipolated  eqairalNt  is 
obuined.  yet  that  it  still  eoosiders  ita^f  as  graat- 
iog  to  the  United  Sutcs  a  privilagef  to  the  Bast 
ladies,  fovwMeh  it  isentided  to  reqaire  an  equiv- 
alent; and  the  an^rsigned  musif  therefore,  be 
distihctly  understood  as  reservii^  to  HU  Ib- 
jesty's  uoverament,  ia  any  futare  ac^tlatioA^ 
the  oleat  right  «ther  of  withboMing  this  prnrikfe 
altogeiber,  after  the  exptvation  of  four  Tears,  or 
of  tvoewiag  the  grant  of  it  for  sneb  eqinraketfi, 
or  subject  to  sueh  modification,  as  ezpedteaey 
may  seem  to  reqaire  at  the  time  of  eueh  fiitBie 
negetiatioo. 

The  uodersigBCd  rtjtieM  to  have  the  hoaorof 
seeing  tbe  Aa«4MB  Flan^tnitiBriaa  ob  FMdav 
next,  the  30tb  laaunt,  at  «wo  o^dack.  m  tko  Bbbm 
of  Trade;  attd  avail  YhetMrivea  of  uiis  opportn-' 
ity  of  again  (rfBrriag  th«  Bssimiieoa  of  their  hifh 
oontideratioo. 

F.  J.  ROBINSON, 
HBNRT  GOOLBU&N. 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 

NoT  11. 

T%t  AmeriMn  to  tht  BrM$h  Pknipottntiaria. 

Hablbt  Stbebt,  June  30, 1815. 
The  ondcrsigoed  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  note  of  the  British  Plenipotaotiaries,  dated 
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he  29ih  instant,  and  ataiinf  the  teraw  on  which 
heir  GoreromsDt  is  readf  to  agrae  to  a  coana- 
ion  on  the  snbjeet  of  the  eommereial  iotereonrse 
Ktwecn  the  United  Slates  and  Oreat  Britain. 

The  aodersigned  hare  already,  in  the  confer- 
inces  whieh  tbejr  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  the 
Sritiah  Plenipotentiaries,  expressed  their  opinion 
hat  the  proposed  eonrentioo,  taken  altogether, 
ras  fonnded  on  principles  of  reciprocity,  was 
qnallr  adrantageoai  to  both  parties,  and  coniaiaed 
a  itself  a  fair  equtralent  for  every  presamed  con- 
essioo  made  by  either  party ;  but  both  Oorern- 
aenta  wilt  undoubtedly  have  a  clear  right,  after 
he  expiration  of  foor  years,  of  refosiog  to  renew, 
tr  of  subjecting  to  modifications,  any  of  the  siipa- 
atioQB  now  agreed  on  which  may  appear  to  either 
mrty  injurious,  or  requiring  some  nirther  e^aiv- 
tleot.  The  same  earnest  desire  of  proiDotin|r  a 
>ood  nnderstaoding  between  the  two  eountnes, 
irhieh  has  been  expressed  on  the  part  of  Qreat 
Brilain,  has  induced  the  QDdersigaed  to  agree  to 
1  cottTcotion  more  limited  both  as  to  its  objects 
tod  duration  than  they  had  eontemplaledt  with  a 
liope  that,  in  the  meao  time,  its  deficiencies  may 
»e  supplied,  and  such  other  prorisions  may  be 
idopied,  as  will  conduce  to  mutual  conTenienee, 
tnd  tend  to  strengthen  the  relations  of  amity 
Lod  friendship  happily  restored  between  the  two 
ioantries. 

The  undersigned  will  hare  the  honor  to  meet 
he  tirttish  Pleni|>otentiaries  this  day,  and  feet 
ileasure  in  renewing  the  assaranees  of  their  high 
woaideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
H.  CLAY, 

ALBERT  QALLATIN. 
The  Right  Hon.  F.  J.  RoBmaoii,  H.  Qooi.- 
BDiH,  Eisq^  and  Dr.  W.  AnaHs. 


The  uodn'signed.  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
^hargft  des  A&ires  in  the  United  States,  has  tne 
lonor  to  acquaint  the  American  Secretary  of 
State,  for  the  information  of  the  President,  that 
le  has  recetred  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
ilegent's  ratiftcatioo,  in  the  name  and  on  the  be- 
lalf  of  His  Majesty,  of  the  commercial  Conreo- 
ioD  between  the  two  countries,  signed  at  London 
tn  the  3d  of  Joly  j  and  that  he  has  been  author- 
zed  and  is  ready^  to  proceed  to  the  exchange, 
irheoever  the  ratification  on  the  part  of  the  Uoi- 
ed  States  shall  have  taken  place. 

In  common icating  this  intelligence,  the  nnde^ 
ligned  hasreceived  the  Prince  Regeni'scommands, 
It  the  same  tine^  to  transmit  to  the  Government  of 
ihe  United  States  the  accompanying  declaration, 
sptanatory  of  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty's 
GhiTemmeot  in  sofhrasrmrdsihe  iolereoorae  of 
vessels  belouiiu;  to  the  United  States  with  the 
sland  of  St.  Helena;  the  existing  circumstances 
)f  the  world  having  rendered  it  necessary  that 
:hat  island  should,  lor  -  the  present,  be  excepted 
liom  the  ports  of  refreshment  enumerated  in  the 
^rd  article  of  the  said  convention. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity of  requesting  the  American  Semiary  of 
1401 COH.  I8t  SBSt^'48 


Slate  to  accept  the  assaraoce  of  bis  high  consid- 
eration. 

A.  ST.  JOHN  BAKBR. 

DBCLABATIOIf. 

The  undersigned^  His  Britannic  Majesty^s 
Charge  des  A&ires  in  the  United  Stales  of  Amer- 
ica, is  commaoded  by  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Resent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  Hfs  Majesty,  to  explain  and  declare, 
upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratifieations  of  the  eon- 
rentton  concluded  at  London  on  the  3d  of  July 
of  the  present  year,  for  regulating  (he  commerce 
and  navigation  between  the  two  countries,  that, 
in  coasequence  of  events  which  hare  happeaea 
in  Europe  subsequent  to  the  signature  of  the  con- 
vention aforesaid,  it  has  been  deemed  expedient, 
and  determined,  in  eoojuDCiion  with  the  allied 
Sorerergos.  that  St.  Helena  shall  he  the  place  al- 
lotted for  ine  future  resideoce  of  Qeneral  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte,  under  such  regulations  is  may 
be  necessary  for  the  perfect  security  of  his  person  ; 
and  it  has  been  resolved,  for  that  purpose,  that 
alt  ships  and  vessels  whatever,  as  well  British 
ships  and  vessels  as  others,  cxepting  only  ships 
belonging  the  Bast  India  Company,  ahall  be  ex- 
cluded from  all  eommnnieation  wiin  or  approach 
to  that  island. 

It  has,  therefore,  become  impossible  to  eomjAy 
with  so  much  of  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  as 
relates  to  the  liberty  of  touching  for  refreshment 
at  the  island  of  St.  Helena ;  and  the  ratifications 
of  the  said  treaty  will  be  exchanged  under  the 
explicit  declaration  and  understanding  that  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  allowed  to 
touch  at  or  bold  any  commuoicatioo  whatever 
with  the  said  island,  so  long  as  the  said  island, 
shall  continue  to  be  the  place  of  residence  of  thft 
said  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

A.  ST.  JOHN  BAKBR. 

WABBiNOToa,  Nbvtmbtr  S4, 1815. 


MA8BACRE  AT  DABTMOOR  PRISON. 

[Gommnnieated  to  the  Bouse,  Janoair  31, 18I6.J 
To  the  Boutt  (ffRifrtMmtaUva 

I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
complying  with  a  resolution  of  the  4th  instant. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Wabhihotoh,  Jan.  31, 1816. 

DiFABTwnrr  or  Stati,  Jim.  31, 1816. 
The  resolution  of  the  Honse  of  Repreaentaiirea 

of  the  4th  instant,  requesting  the  President  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  (if  io  his  opin- 
ion it  will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  public 
welfare)  any  authentic  information  he  may  have 
received,  or  coram unieai ions  which  may  have 
passed  between  this  Ghiveroment  and  the  Gravern- 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the  transac- 
tions at  Dartmoor  prison,  in  the  month  of  April 
last,a8  far  as  the  American  prisoners  of  war  there 
eonfined  were  affected  by  aneh  tcmmaetioD^  har- 
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iaC  been  referred  to  the  SecreUry  of  State,  he 
hu  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  the  ac- 
eompanyiag  papers,  marked  A,  B,  aod  C,  as  coo- 
tainiog  all  the  ioformatioQ  ia  this  Department 
called  for  bjr  the  resolution,  or  immediately  con- 
nected with  it. 
All  wfaieb  is  respcetfnllr  sabmiited. 

JAMES  MONROB. 


Xwf  tfpapart  in  paehtt  maHttd  A, 

Extract  of  a  niante  of  a  eoorcrsatioo  which 
took  place  at  Lord  Castlerea^s,  between  bis  lord- 
efaip  and  Messrs.  Clajr  and  GalktiD,  on  the  16th 
•f  April,  1816. 

Bxtract  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Clay  and  6al-  ' 
latin  to  Mr.  Beesler,  dated  the  18ih  of  April,  1815. 

Letterof  Mr.  Charles  Kioc  to  Mr.  Adams,  dated 
Plvmoutb,  26th  April,  ISllT 

Report  of  Menrs.  Larpent  and  King,  upon  the 
MjeorreDce  at  Darimoor  prison,  dated  S5th  of 
Anrll,  1815. 

Latter  of  Lord  Cnstlereagh  to  Messrs.  Clay  and 
CkUatin,  dated  S8d  of  May,  1816. 

Letters  of  Messrs.  Clay  and  Gallatta  to  Lord 
Castlereagb.  dated  24tb  of  May,  1816. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Sec* 
retary  of  State,  dated  23d  of  June,  1815. 

Letter  of  Mr.  Baher,  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
Cha^6  des  Aflaires,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  August  3, 1815. 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Baker, 
dtted  December  11, 1815. 


A. 

Exiraet  of  a  minute  of  a  convertanm  toAtcA  ta^plaee 
at  Lord  Ctulkrtagh%  between  hit  horAMp  tmd, 
Mmn.  Clmi  andChjlatiih  «»  <fte  ISM  of  AarO, 
MU. 

Lord  CasUereagfa  bagsn  by  adrerttag  to  the 

onfortnnate  event  which  had  taken  place  at  Dart- 
moor, and  proposed  that,  as  a  statement  of  the 
tiansaetion  had  been  received  from  tbe  American 

Sriseurs  diflering  very  materially  io  faet  from  ao 
iquity  instituted  by  the  port  admiral,  some  means 
should  be  devised  of  procuring  information  as  to 
tbe  real  state  of  the  case:  in  order  either,  ob  the 
one  hand,  to  satisfy  the  iToited  States  that  the 
lives  of  their  citizens,  however  unfortunately,  had 
not  been  wantonly  sacrificed,  or,  on  the  other,  to 
enable  the  British  Government  to  punish  their 
civil  and  military  officers,  if  they  should  be  found 
to  have  resorted  to  measures  of  extreme  seventy 
without  necessity,  or  with  too  much  precipitation. 
He  tbeiefore  proposed  that  one  of  the  American 
Commissioners  should  proceed  to  Dartmoor,  with 
one  of  tbe  gentlemen  with  whom  they  had  nego- 
tiated at  Qbent,  and,  after  ezauioing  the  persons 
concerned,  and  such  other  evidence  as  might  be 
thought  necessary,  should  make  a  joint  report  upon 
the  facts  of  tbe  case ;  that  as  neither  Government 
could  have  any  wish  beyond  that  of  clearing  up 
a  transaction  which  might,  if  left  unexplained, 
as  it  now  stood,  upon  ex  parte  statements,  create 
nuoh  irritatioB  between  thje  two  coantties,  so  the 


British  Govenuneat  had  no  dasire  to  aaicea  oaj  ' 
person  whose  conduct  might  have  been  impofcx 
or  precipitate. 

The  Amerioan  Commisoioners,  tgreeiD^  to  the 
Briaeiples  of  Lord  Castleroagb'a  prajMaiuon,  lo 
ax  as  related  to  the  advantage  of  bavUf  a  .^oiat 
report  upon  tke  Aota  of  ue  caoe,  oMertmad 
doubts  vhethar  they  could,  with  propriaty.  idbt 
sueh  adoly  upon  themselves  ;  and  snarled  ihrnl 
Mr.  Beaoley,  from  tbe  situatiui  whiiuThe  hald  ia 
lUs  couDtry,  appeared  to  ibetn  better  qmali&sd  for 
the  task.  Lord  Castlereagh  replied,  that  it  was 
only  from  a  desire  of  giving  to  any  aepOTC  wk«^ 
night  be  made  the  aaoction  of  the  btgboet  Mthor- 
ity,  that  he  bad  siiggested  tiie  employ«aentof  tht 
Cotnmissiooers  themselves ;  and,  deemio(  it  ef 
the  most  essential  unpottaaoe  to  satiafy  the  pab- 
lio  in  both  countries  on  thissub^t,fie  was  is* 
dueed  to  prefer  bis  erigiml  ptopesitioo ;  bat  ihal 
he  must,  of  coarse,  leave  it  to  the  Ameriean  Otm- 
uissioners  to  decide  whether  Mr.  Baasley  ,was 
better  fitted  for  this  service;  ud  tba^  npm  n- 
ceiviog  the  rasalt  of  their  oouidention  of  lAie 
subject,  the  Government  wsoU  nppakktaome pet- 
son  properly  qualified  to  oiaet  the  AmerieuigeB- 
tlemao  who  might  be  so  seleelad ;  soeh  pewtm 
being  either  one  of  the  late  British  Commissioa- 
ers  at  Ghent,  or  a  commissioner  of  the  tiaos^ort 
board,  according  aa  the  Araericao  Commisaiaaana  , 
might  decide  upon  going  ihemselves  or  seadiDg  ' 
Mr.  Beasley.  Lord  Castlereagh  then  entefoi 
upon  tbe  immediate  release  ot  the  Anaerioaa  I 
prisoners  of  war  detained  in  this  coaatry.  After 
slating  the  inconvenieoceof  retaining  in  confine* 
ment  men  who  had  a  right,  tinder  a  treaty  of 
peace,  to  be  liberated,  he  requested  information  as 
to  whether  Mr.  Beasley  was  proceeding  in  tbe 
measures  which  he  understood  to  have  been  lakea 
for  coDveyin|;  them  back  to  America. 

Tbe  American  Commissioners  slated  that  Mr. 
Beasley  had  certainly  t^en  b|i  soma  iransporla, 
on  his  own  respoosibiliiy,  previom  u  the  leanpt 
of  instructions  from  AmeriM;  bat  thoAmeiiBaB 
Government  considered  iha  restoratraa  of  priaoD- 
ers  to  imply  their  reconvejrance  to  tbeu  owa 
country  by  tbe  Power  detaining  theqi  j  and  tka 
American  Commissioners  did  not  know  whether 
Mr.  Beasley  had  either  authority  or  funds  forcoa- 
tinuiog  the  service  which  he  had,  on  his  own  view 
of  the  subject,  commenced. 

Lord  Castlereagh  stated  thai  he  saw  no  ohiee> 
tioQ  to  adopting  some  sueh  raeasureas  that  arfaieh 
had  been  adopted  in  America,  and  proposed  (hat 
each  parly  should  defray  half  tbe  expense  of  coa- 
veying  tbe  prisoners  from  this  country  to  Anec- 
ica,  leaving  the  ultimate  construction  of  the  ttcaty 
for  future  arrangements.  But  he  remarked,  that 
the  article  on  which  the  doubt  had  arisen  baiiy 
founded  on  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity}  it 
appeared  lo  him  scarcely  cousooaat  with  Ibaae 
principles,  that  the  only  expense  to  be  de&^rad 
by  the  United  States  should  be  that  of  conreyaag 
the  British  prisoners  from  the  United  Stttes  to 
Bermuda  or  Halifax,  while  Great  Britain  should 
have  not  only  to  convey  to  America  the  Ameri-  i 
oan  prisoners  now  in  this  country,  bat  alao  t«  I 
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bring  faon^  fretn  eoloaies  nearly  as  dUtaot  at  ibe 
Daked  States  all  bxr  offo  prinoen. 


Bxirattefa  letter  from  B.CIayand  Albert  Gallatin, 

LoHDOH,  April  18, 1816. 

At  tin  M^OMi  of  Lord  Qaatterewb,  we  Inrre 
ku)  intartlnn  with  him  tad  !tb.  Goulbora,  «■ 
th«  Mttjbeli  9i  the  traatpttrcalion  of  the  American 

SrisOMM  aov  a  thk  anmify  lo  tk«  Unhod 
iftbea,  Md  of  Um  kte  uniWtnaaie  areat  at  the 
depot  at  Dutmbor. 

Oii4he  htttar  satgeot,  as  a  atatemeai  of  the  trM9> 
aotkn  baa  heea  reaelTM  from  the  Amtriou  pri>- 
oaen  diSertug  very  materially  in  fact  from  that 
whuh  bad  Msnlied  from  aa  ioqairy  iaititoted  by 
the  port  admiral,  it  has  beca  ihougbt  advisable 
tlMt  aome  meaos  chotild  be  derieed  of  procnriog 
informatioD  as  to  ihe  real  state  of  the  case,  io 
order,  on  the  one  band,  toshow  tbat  there  had  oot 
beottADy  waotooor  improper  eacrihee  of  the  Ittes 
of  American  ciliaens,  or,  on  the  other^  to  enable 
the  Britiih  GoTernmaot  to  pwiiafa  their  eivil  and 
military  (Mfiocra,  if  it  ihoiild  appear  that  tfaejr  hare 
reaoncd  to  measaies  of  extreme  eererity,  withoQC 
MdcMity,  or  with  too  moeh  preeipitatioa. 

Lord  Gaaileffei(h  proposed  that  the  toqnirsF 
•houM  baa  joiDioae,eoadiieted  byacommission* 
er  selected  by  eaeh  QoreramoDt ;  and  we  bare 
ihouf  bt  sacfa  an  inquiry  most  likely  to  prodace 
ao  impatttal  aod  satisfiotory  result. 

We  piesume  tlut  you  will  bare  too  much  oc- 
capation  on  the  first  subject,  and  the  other  inci- 
dental duties  of  your  oftee,  to  aueod  to  this  in- 
qoiry  in  persoo.  On  tbat  supposition,  we  hare 
stated  to  the  British  Qowroiaent  that  we  should 
rceoounectd  to  you  the  selection  of  Charles  Kiag, 
Bsq^  as  a  fit  persoa  to  cod  duet  it  in  behalf  of  the 
Aaaerican  Govera  meat.  If  Mr.  King  will  ttnder- 
talM  the  httsiDess,  he  will  fonhwith  wveeed  to 
Dartoaoor^  and,  in  eonjanelioa  with  the  British 
GomMiasmaeri  who  may  he  a^oiated  oa  the  oc- 
gaiia*,  will  examine  the  persons  ooaeerncd,  and 
each  other  OTtdcaee  as  aiay  be  thought  neeesaary, 
aad  make  a  joiai  report  apon  the  facts  of  the  ease 
to  Adams,  Baq.,  Minister  Pleaipotentlary 
of  tha  United  aiatoeattMaGoari,«nd  to  the  Brit- 
ish Gorer&meat. 

The  modeof  execaiingthisserTice  must  be  left 
to  the  dtscrelion  of  Mr.  King  and  his  ool league. 
If  tbey  can  agree  upon  a  aarratioa  of  the  faots, 
a£t«r  baving  beard  the  evidence,  it  will  be  better 
than  reporting  the  whole  mass  of  testimony  in 
detail,  which  they  may,  perhaps,  find  it  aeoessary 
to  do^  if  ibey  oaaaot  come  to  soeh  «d  amement. 
We  are,  Ae. 

H.  CLAY. 

ALBERT  OALLATIN. 
R.  O.  Buaur,  Bsq.,  4be. 


».  Ckarkt  King  to  MB:  Adam. 

Plthooth,  April  86, 1815. 
Ber:  Id  pumianea  of  instruetions  received 
from  MeswS'Clay  aad  Otlktis,  I  have  the  honor 


to  transmit  to  yon  the  report  prepared  hy  Mt. 
Larpent  and  myself,  on  behalf  of  oar  resfweUm 
OoTemments,  in  relation  tothe  onfortnoate  tratis- 
aetioD  at  Dartmoor  prisote  of  war,  on  the  Ah  «f 
the  preseat  month.  Conoideiing  it  of  much  im- 
portance that  the  Mport,  wb^erer  it  might  be, 
sbooM  go  forth  ander  omr  joifit  ajgutttUMB.  I  have 
forborae  to  press  some  "of  the  pcrinla  aririch  it  Ifr* 
Tolves  as  far  as  otherwise  !  might  ha^«  doae; 
and  it  therefore  may  not  be  improper,  in  this  let- 
ter, to  Miter  into  some  littte  nplaaatiott  of  well 
parts  of  the  report.  AlthoDgh  it  does  appear  thu 
a  part  of  th6  prisoners  were,  on  that  eveaiag,  in 
saeh  a  stale  and  under  such  circumstances  as  to 
have  joR^fied,  in  tbe  view  wbtch  the comiaaader 
of  the  depot  could  not  bat  take  of  it,  the  totervn- 
tioD  of  the  military  force,  and  even  to  a  eiriet 
sense  the  first  use  of  fire-arms,  yet  I  cannot  bat 
express  it  as  my  settled  opiaion,  that,  by  a  con- 
duct a  little  more  teropoitsiog,  this  dreadful  al- 
ternative of  firing  upon  the  nnarmed  prikotien 
might  hare  beenaraided.  Yet,  as  thisepinioa 
faas  been  the  result  of  sohsequent  examination,  and 
after  haviag  acquired  «  knowledge  of  tbe  «oiff> 
paratiTelr  barmlns  state  of  the  prisooers,  it  may 
be  bat  fair  to  eoasider  whether,  in  socb  a  mosKDt 
of  confosioecad  alhitn  as  tbat  appears  to  have 
been,  the  offcer  eonmandiag  could  have  fairly 
estimated  his  danger,  or  have  measured  out  Wita. 
precision  tbe  ezteot  and  nature  of  the  force  ne- 
cessary to  guard  agaiast  it.  Bot  when  the  firing 
became  general,  as  it  afterwards  appears  to  have 
done,  and  caught  with  elsetric  rapidity  from  the 
square  to  tbe  {mtforms,  there  is  no  plea  nor  shadow 
of  excase  for  it,  except  in  the  personal  exaspera- 
tion of  the  soldiery ;  nor  for  the  more  deliberate 
(and,  tbereibre,  more  unjustifiable)  firing  vrtuah 
took  place  into  three  of  the  prisons,  Nos.1,  8, aad 
4,  but  more  particalarly  into  No.  3,  after  toe  prlik 
oners  had  retired  iato  them,  and  tbeie  was  aa 
longer  any  preteaoe  of  apprehension  as  to  their 
escape.  Upon  this  gronnd,  as  yoo,  sit,  will  per- 
ceive by  the  report,  Mr.  Lan>eBt  aad  myself  W 
no  difliercDce  ia  opiaion  j  and  I  am  folly  pemfetdoi 
llmt  mf  own  regret  was  not  greater  than  bia,  at 
perotiving  how  hopdess  wouTd  be  the  attempt  M 
trace  to  any  iodividaahof  the  miUury  those  oat- 
rageoBs  proceedings. 

As  to  whether  the  order  to  fire  came  from  Cap- 
tain Shoriland,  I  yet  confess  myself  hnkUe  to  form 
BOT  satufactory  opinion,  tbongh,  perhaps,  the  bias 
of 'my  mind  is  tbat  he  did  give  such  an  order. 
Bat  his  anxiety  and  exertions  to  stop  it,  after  it 
bad  eontinned  some  little  lime,  are  fully  proved ; 
and  bis  geoeral  conduct,  previoue  to  ibis  oecor- 
leace,  as  far  as  he  could  with  any  propriety  eater 
iato  such  details,  appears  to  have  been  charaetei- 
ized  by  great  fairness,  and  even  kindoese,  in  tlw 
relation  which  he  stood  towards  the  prisooeia. 

On  the  aalgeet  of  any  complaints  existing 
against  their  own  Ooremment  by  the  pisoners, 
it  was  invariably  answered,  to  several  distinct 
questions  pnt  by  me  on  that  head,  that  none  whal^ 
soever  existed,  or  had  been  expressed  by  them, 
although  they  confessed  tbemselfhs  to  entertain 
suae  aoimouty  agaiatt  Hf.  Bculef,  <a  wJmk 
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tber  mttribate  their  deteatioo  ia  tbia  eoUDlrjr ; 
wiin  what  jasiice,  yon,  air,  wiU  be  better  able  to 
jadfc.  Tbejr  made  no  complaint  wbatsoerer  ai* 
to  their  proTisiooB,  and  general  mode  of  living 
and  treatment  in  the  prison. 

I  have  tmnamiited  to  Mr.  Beailey  a  list  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  on  this  melancholy  occasion, 
with  a  reqaest  that  be  wonld  forward  it  to  the 
nailed  States  for  the  information  of  their  friends 
al  home;  aod  I  am  pleased  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  lay  that  the  woooded  are,  for  the  most  part, 
doiof  well. 

I  hare  also  enclosed  to  Mr.  Beasley  the  notes 
taken  by  me  of  the  eTidence  addnced  before  ns, 
with  a  reqaest  that  he  would  hare  them  fairly 
eopied,  as  also  a  eopr  of  the  dejpositions  uken  be- 
fore the  coroner,  and  desired  bim  to  submit  them 
to  you  when  in  order. 

I  cannot  conclude,  sir,  without  expressinf  my 
high  sense  of  the  impartiality  and  manly  fairness 
with  whicb  this  Inquiry  baa  been  conducted  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Larpent,  nor  without  mentioning 
that  every  facility  was  afforded  to  as  in  iu  pros- 
ecution, as  well  bv  the  military  officers  comtnand- 
ing  here  aod  at  tne  piisoo,  as  by  the  magistrates 
of^he  rieiniiy.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  rir,  dbc 
CHARLBS  KINO. 

To  his  ExeelleDey  3.  Q,.  Adamb,  &e. 

Mqttrt  of  Uettrt.  Larpent  and  Kin^  upon  the  oceur- 
rence  at  Dartmoor  Pruon. 

Plthodtb,  April  2^  1815. 
We, the  uoderstgoed  Commissioners, appointed 
on  behalf  of  our  respective  Qovernments  to  in- 
quire  into  and  report  upon  the  unfortunate  oe* 
•nrreoee  of  tbe  din  of  April  instant,  at  Dartmoor 
prison,  having  carefully  perused  tbe  proceedings 
of  tbe  several  courts  of  inquiry  instituted  im- 
mediately after  that  eveot.  by  tbe  orders  of 
Admiral  Sir  John  T.  Duckworth  and  Major 
Qeneral  Brown,  respeccively,  as  well  as  the  de- 
positions taken  at  the  coroner^  inquest,  upon 
the  bodies  of  tbe  prisoners  who  lost  their  lives 
i^Mm  chat  melancholy  oeeasioni  apoa  whieh  in- 

Sett  tbe  jury  found  a  verdict  of  "justifiable 
nieide,"  proceeded  immediatdy  to  the  examin- 
ation, upon  oath,  in  tbe  presence  of  one  or  more 
of  the  magistrates  of  the  vicinity,  of  all  the  wit- 
sesses,  both  American  aod  Boglisb,  who  offered 
tfaemeelves  for  tbe  purpose,  or  who  could  be  dis- 
covered as  likeljr  to  afiord  any  material  informa- 
tion  on  tbe  subject,  as  well  tbose  who  bad  bcea 
previously  examined  before  the  coroner  as  other- 
wise,  to  tbe  number,  in  the  whole,  of  above 
eighty.  We  furtber  proceeded  to  a  minute  ex- 
amination of  the  prison,  for  ibe  purpose  of  clearing 
np  some  points  which,  upon  the  evidence  alone 
were  scarcely  intelligible:  obtainiog  from  the 
prisoners,  and  from  the  officers  of  the  depot,  all 
the  necessary  assisunce  and  exj^anaiioa  j  and 
premisine  that  we  have  been,  from  necessity, 
compelleu  to  draw  many  of  our  conclusions  from 
■taiemeuM  and  evidence  highly  contradictory. 
We  do  now  make,  upon  tbe  whole  of  tbe  pro- 
Mtdinga,  the  following  report: 


During  the  period  which  has  elapsed  aiawtb« 
arrival  in  this  country  of  the  account  of  the  rati- 
fication of  tbe  Treaty  of  Qhent,an  increased  de- 
gree of  restlessness  and  impatience  of  confinemeat 
appears  to  have  prevailed  amongst  the  Americsa 
prisoners  at  Dartmoor,  which,  tboogb  not  exbih* 
ited  in  the  shape  of  any  violent  excesses,  has 
been  nrincipally  indicated  by  threats  of  breaking 
out,  it  not  soon  released.  OntheitfaoTthbaBOBtl^ 
ta  particular,  only  two  days  previoaa  to  theereat 
tbe  subject  of  this  inquiry,  a  large  body  of  th« 
prisoners  rushed  into  the  market  square,  fnm 
whence  by  tbe  regulations  of  the  prison  they  an 
exelnded,  demanding  bread  instead  of  biscai^ 
whieh  had  on  that  day  been  issued  by  tbe  i^eis 
of  tbe  depoc  Their  demand,  bowerer,  having 
been  iben  almost  immediately  complied  wiih, 
they  returned  to  tbeir  own  yards ;  and  tbe  em- 
ployment of  force,  on  that  occasion,  became  na- 
necessary. 

On  the  evening  of  tbe  6tb,  about  six  o'clock; 
it  was  clearly  proved  to  ui  ibai  a  breech  or  hole 
bad  been  made  in  one  of  the  prison  walls,  suffi- 
cient for  a  full-sized  man  to  pau,  and  that  others 
had  been  commenced  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
near  the  spot,  though  never  completed ;  that  a 
number  of  the  prisoners  were  over  the  railiof, 
erected  to  prevent  them  from  eommDofeaiioc 
with  the  sentinels  on  the  wslf^  which  waa  of  I 
course  forbidden  by  tbe  regulations  of  the  prison  ; 
and  that,  io  tbe  space  between  tbe  railing  and 
those  walls,  they  were  tearing  qp  pieces  of  tor^ 
aod  wantonly  pelting  each  ufaer  in  a  noisy  and 
disorderly  manner;  that  a  much  more  eonudera- 
ble  number  of  tbe  prisoners  were  collected  toge- 
ther at  that  time  in  one  of  their  yards,  near  tbe 
pbee  where  the  breach  was  effected;  aod  that, 
although  ruch  eolteetion  of  priaoners  was  not  on- 
usual  at  other  times,  (ibe  gambling  tables  being 
commonly  kept  in  that  part  of  tke  yard,)  yet, 
when  connected  wiib  tbe  circumtfances  of  the 
breach,  and  the  time  of  tbe  day,  which  was  after 
the  horn  (the  signal  for  tbe  orisoncrs  to  reure  to 
their  respeetive  prisons^  had  ceased  to  sound,  it 
became  a  oatural  aod  just  ground  of  alarm  to 
those  who  had  eharj^e  of  the  depot. 

It  was  also  in  evideaee  that,  ia  the  building  i 
formerly  the  pettjr  officers'  prison,  but  now  tbe  | 
guard  barrack,  which  stands  la  the  yard,  to  whieh 
tbe  bole  in  tbe  wall  would  serve  as  a  comma- 
oioatioo,  n  part  of  tbe  arms  of  the  goard  who 
were  off  duty  were  usually  kept  in  the  tadcs; 
and  though  there  was  no  evidence  that  ^ts  waa,  I 
in  any  respect,  the  motive  which  induced  the  ' 
prisoners  to  make  the  opening  in  the  wall,  of 
even  that  they  were  ever  acquainted  with  the 
fact,  it  naturally  hecatne  at  least  a  further  cause 
for  suspicion  and  alarm,  and  an  additional  reason  i 
for  precaution.  | 

Upon  ibesegrouads,  Captain  Shortland  appears 
to  US  to  have  oeen  justified  in  giving  the  order 
(which  about  this  time  he  seems  to  bare  given)  : 
to  souQd  the  alarm-belL  tbe  osnal  signal  w  col-  I 
lectiog  the  officers  of  the  depot,  and  potti^  the  , 
military  on  the  alert.  Howem  reaaonaUc  ud 
justifiable  this  waa  as  a  meawn  of  precmUna, 
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be  effects  prodaced  thereby  in  the  prisons  (but 
rhich  eoald  not  hare  been  intended)  were  most 
nforiaoate,  and  deeply  to  be  regretted.  A  cod- 
iderable  number  of  prisoners  in  the  yards  where 
lo  disturbaoee  existed  before,  and  who  were 
ittier  already  within  their  respective  prisons,  or 
luietly  retiring  as  asaal  towards  them,  immedi- 
tel^  upon  souod  of  the  bell  rushed  back  from 
:ur>osity,  as  it  appears,  towards  the  gates  where, 
>j  that  lime,  the  crowd  bad  assembled ;  and  many 
rho  were  at  the  time  absent  from  their  yards, 
rere  also,  from  the  |^n  of  the  prison,  compelled^ 
D  order  to  reach  their  own  homea,  to  pass  by  the 
«me  spot.  And  ibos,  that  which  was  merely  a 
neasnre  of  precanlioo,  in  its  operation  increased 
[he  evil  It  waa  iotended  to  prevent. 

Almost  at  the  same  instant  that  the  alarm-bell 
rang,  ^but  whether  before  or  sobsequeot  is,  upon 
Lhe  evidence,  doubtful,  though  Captain  Shortland 
itates  it  as  one  of  his  further  reasons  for  cansiog 
it  to  ring,^  some  one  or  more  of  the  prisoners 
broke  the  iron  chain  wbi/:h  was  the  only  fasten- 
ing of  No.  1  gate,  leading  into  the  market  square, 
by  meaos  of  an  iron  bar }  and  a  very  considerable 
number  of  the  prisoners  immediately  rushed  to- 
wards that  gate,  aod  many  of  them  began  to 
presa  forward,  as  fast  as  the  opening  would  per- 
mit, into  the  square. 

There  was  no  direct  proof  before  as  of  previous 
eoneert  or  preparation  oa  the  part  of  the  prison- 
ers, and  no  evidence  of  their  intention  or  disposi- 
tion to  effect  their  escape  on  this  occasion,  ex- 
cepting that  which  arose  by  infereDce  from  the 
whole  of  the  above  detailed  circumstances  con- 
nected together. 

The  natural  and  almost  irresistible  inference 
lobe  drawn,  however,  from  the  conduct  of  the 
priRoners,  by  Captain  3hortland  and  the  military 
was,  that  an  ioleniion  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners 
to  escape  was  on  the  point  of  being  carried  into 
exeeation,  and  it  was  at  least  certain  that  they 
were,  by  force,  passing  beyond  the  limits  pre- 
scribed to  them,  at  a  time  when  they  ought  to 
have  been  quietly  going  in  for  the  night. 

It  was  also  tn  evidence  that  the  outer  gates  of 
the  market  square  were  osually  opened  about 
this  time  to  let  the  bread*wagon  pass  and  repass 
to  the  ator&  althoagh,  at  die  period  in  queatioo, 
they  were  m  faet  eioaed. 

Under  these  eircamsianees,  and  with  these  im- 
preauoDs  necessarily  operating  apon  his  mind, 
aad  the  knowledge  that,  if  the  prisoners  once 
penetrated  through  the  square,  the  power  of  es- 
cape was  almost  to  a  certainty  afforded  to  tbem, 
if  they  should  be  so  disposed.  Captain  Shortland, 
in  the  first  instance,  proceeded  down  the  square, 
towards  the  prisoners,  having  ordered  a  part  of 
the  different  guards,  to  the  number  of  about  fifty 
only  at  first,  (though  they  were  increased  after- 
wardn.)  to  follow  him.  For  some  time  both  he 
and  Doctor  Magrath  endeavored,  by  quiet  means 
aod  peisuasion,  to  induce  the  prisoners  to  retire 
to  their  own  yards,  explaining  to  tbem  the  fatal 
coiweqaeBees  which  must  ensue  if  they  refused, 
■a  the  miliiary  wonld,  in  that  ease,  be  necessarily 
compelled  t*  employ  foree.  The  gmrd  hub,  bj 


this  time,  formed  in  the  rear  of  Captain  Short- 
land,  aboat  two-thirds  of  the  way  down  the 
sqoare :  the  latter  is  about  one  hundred  feet  broad, 
and  the  guards  extended  nearly  all  across.  Cap- 
tain Shortland,  finding  that  persaasion  was  in 
vain,  and  that,  although  some  were  induced  hj 
it  to  make  an  effort  to  retire,  others  pressed  on  in 
considerable  numbers,  at  last  ordered  about  fifteen 
file  of  the  guard,  nearly  in  front  of  the  gate  which 
had  been  forced,  to  charge  the  prisoners  back  to 
ibeir  own  yards. 

The  prisoners  were  in  some  places  so  near  the 
military  that  one  of  the  soldiers  states  he  conld 
not  eome  fairly  to  the  ebarge,  and  the  military 
were  unwilling  to  act  as  against  an  enemy. 
Some  of  the  prisoners,  also,  were  unwilling  and 
reluctant  to  retire,  and  some  pushing  and  strug- 
gling ensued  between  the  parties,  arising  partly 
Jrom  intention,  bnt  mainly  from  the  pressure  of 
those  behind  preventing  those  in  front  from  get- 
ting back.  After  some  little  time,  however,  this 
charge  appears  to  have  been  so  far  effective,  and 
that  with  little  or  no  injury  to  the  prisoners,  as 
to  have  driven  them,  for  the  most  part,  quite 
down  oot  the  square,  w:ith  the  exception  of  a 
small  number,  who  eontioaed  their  resistance 
about  No.  1  gate. 

A  great  crowd  still  remained  collected  after 
this  in  the  passage  between  the  square  and  the 
prisoners*  yards,  and  in  the  part  of  these  yards  in 
the  ricinity  of  the  gates.  This  assemblage  still  re- 
fused to  withdraw,  and,  according  to  most  of  the 
English  witnesses,  and  some  of^the  American, 
was  making  a  noise,  hallowing,  insulting,  and 
provoking,  and  daring  the  military  to  fire;  and, 
according  to  the  evidence  of  several  of  the  sol- 
diers and  some  others,  was  pelting  the  military 
with  large  stones,  by  which  some  of  them  were 
actually  struck.  This  circumstance  is,  however, 
denied  by  many  of  the  American  witnesses;  and 
some  of  the  English,  upon  having  the  question 
put  to  them,  stated  that  thev  saw  no  stones  thrown 
previously  to  the  firing,  although  their  situation 
at  the  lime  was  such  as  to  enable  them  to  see 
most  of  the  proceedings  in  the  square. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  firing  com- 
menced. With  regard  lo  any  order  having  been 
given  to  fire,  the  evidence  is  very  eontradictory ; 
several  of  the  Americans  swear,  very  poaitivehr, 
that  Captain  Shortland  gave  that  order :  but  the 
manner  in  which,  from  the  confusion  of^  the  mo- 
ment, they  describe  this  part  of  the  transaction, 
is  so  different  in  its  details,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
reconcile  their  testimony.  Many  of  the  soldiers^ 
and  other  English  witnesses,  heard  the  wora 
given  by  some  one;  but  no  one  of  them  can 
swear  it  was  by  Captain  Shortland,  or  by  anj 
one  in  particular;  and  some,  amont^t  whom  is 
the  officer  commanding  the  guard,  think,  if  Cap- 
tain Shortland  bad  given  such  an  order,  that  thev 
roust  have  heard  it,  which  they  did  not.  In  ao- 
ditioD  to  this,  Captain  Shortland  denies  the  fact; 
and  from  the  situation  in  which  he  appears  to 
have  been  placed  at  the  time,  even  aceordtog  to 
the  American  witnerses,  in  front  of  the  soldien^  it 
may  tf^r  somewhat  improbable  that  he  shoold 
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then  have  given  saeh  an  order.  Bat,  howeTcr  it 
muf  remun  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  the  firing 
first  began  in  the  square  by  order,  or  was  a  spoo- 
tuncfius  act  of  the  soldiera  themselres,  it  leeniii 
ekar  thai  it  was  con  tinned  and  ttoawed  both  there 
and  elsewhere  without  orders;  and  that  oa  the 
platforms,  and  in  several  place*  about  the  pris- 
on, it  was  certainly  eonaMneed  without  aajr  au- 
thority. 

The  fact  of  an  order  bariog  been  gireu  atfirst, 
provided  the  firiog  was,  under  the  extsUog  cir* 
eanutances,  jusiifiable,  does,  not  appear  very  ma- 
terial iu  aay  other  point  of  view  than  aa  showing 
a  waat  of  disciplioe  and  self-pouessioa  in  the 
iroon,  if  they  should  have  fired  without  orders. 

With  regard  to  tfaeabore  important  considem- 
tton  of  "  whether  the  firing  was  jtistifiahle  or 
net,"  we  an  of  opinion,  under  all  the  circm- 
■juices  of  the  case,  from  the  apprehension  which 
Iht  soldiers  might  Ctirlj  entsriaio,  owing  to  the' 
BBQibet  and  conduct  of  the  ^risoaers,  that  this 
firing  to  a  oeriain  extent,  was  joMiGable  in  a  mil- 
itarf.  point  of  Tiew,  in  order  to  intimidate  the 
pciwinerBi  and  compel  them  thereby  to  desist 
from  all  acts  of  Tioleoce,  and  retire,  as  tjuy  were 
ordered,  from  a  siloatioo  in  which  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  agent  and  military  could  not  jMrout 
them  with  seftty  to  remain. 

From  the  fact  of  the  crowid  being  so  dose,  and 
the  firioff,  at  first,  being  attended  with  very  little 
injoryt  it  appears  pnobable  that  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  muskets  were  as  stated  hy  one  or 
two  of  the  witnesses,  lerellfed  over  the  beads 
•f  the  priiQners;  a  cireumsunce,  in  aome  ra- 
speelsL  to-  bp  lamenteil,  as  it  iadncM  them  to  aw 
oat  **  wank  cartridges,"  and  merely  icritatedaoS 
eneoangisd  thenf.  to  renew  their  itunlta  to  the 
nUUery,  which  prodaeed  a  repetition  of  the  firing 
in  nmanner  much  moie  destntctive. 

The  firing  in  the  square  having  cootiaued  for 
some  time,  by  which  several  of  the  prisoners  sus- 
tained injuries,  the  greater  part  of  them  appear  to 
have  been  running  back  with  the  utmost  eon- 
fusion  and  precipitation  totheit  respective  prisons, 
and  the  cause  for  further  firing  seems,  at  this 
period,  to  have  ceased.  It  appears,  accordingly, 
that  Captain  Shortlaod  was  in  the  market  square 
exerting  himself  end  giving  orders  to  that  effect, 
tnft  that  ItieuteDant  Fortye  had  succeeded  in 
MoMtiog  the  fire  on  his  part  of  the  guard. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  very  difficult 
to  find  any  justification  for  the  further  renewal 
and  continuance  of  the  firing,  which  certainly 
took  place  both  in  the  prisoo  yards  and  elsewhere, 
ftoogh  we  have  some  evidence  of  subsequent  pro- 
vocation given  to  the  military,  and  resistance  to 
the  mrakeysio  shutting  the  prisons,  and  of  stones 
being  thrown  out  from  within  the  prison  doors. 

The  subsequent  firiiu;  appears  rather  to  have 
arisen  from  the  state  oi  inuvidufti  irritation  and 
exasperation  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers  who  fol- 
lowed the  prisoDcrs  into  their  yards,  and  from  the 
absence  of  neatly  all  the  officers,  who  might 
have  restrained  it,  as  well  as  from  the  great  do- 
cility of  puttin  ■  -    •    "  ■ 
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Hff  an  end  to  the  firing  when  once 
ider  such  circumstances.  Captain 


Shortland  was,  from  this  tii^  hnuly  occapia4 
with  the  turnkevs  in  the  sqoarei  reeciviB|  taA 
taking  care  of  the  wounded.  Ensign  Wbue  n* 
mained  with  bis  guard  ai  the  breaclk,  and  IJea- 
tenants  Avelyne  and  ffortye,  the  only  oihec  s»- 
balterns  known  to  have  been  present,  caatianid 
in  the  square  with  the  main  bodies  of  their  » 
spective  guards. 

The  time  of  the  day,  which  was  the  otSeen? 
dinner  hour,  will,  in  some  measure,  explain  thi^ 
as  it  caused  the  absence  of  every  officer  from  the 
prison  whose  presence  was  not  indispaosableihne. 
And  this  circumstaac&  which  has  been  ozged  aa 
an  argument  to  prove  the  intention  of  the  prisoiH 
eis  to  take  this  oj^ortunity  to  escape^  tended  t» 
increase  the  coafiisiao,  and  to  prevent  those  gnat* 
exertions  being  made  which  might,  perhnns,  have 
obviated  at  least  a.  portion  of  the  mnehitf  which 
ensoed.  At  the  time  that  tba  firug  wa»  going 
on  in  the  square  a  cross  fire  wm  kaiit  fnm 
several  of  the  platforms  on  the  walls  ramuf  th« 
prison^  where  the  sentriea  st«ad»  br  simgiglu^ 
parties  of  soldiers,  whoHn  up  ther*  for  that  pac- 
pose.  As  far  as  this  fire  wap  directed  to  ^wan« 
the  men  assembled  round  the  breach,  (Cor  wni^ 
purpose  it  was  most  e&ctaaJ,^  it  seems  to  ainnd 
upon  the  same  ground  as  that  ta  the  ficst  inftnnnp 
in  the  square.  But  that  part  which,  it  i»  posi- 
tively sworn,  was  directed  sgaiost  attmagfiag 
parties  of  prisoners  ruoniog  about  the  ynwtnncL 
endeavoring  to  enter  tbr  few  doora  which:  tka 
turnkeys,  according  to  their  osnal  prantica,  bsk4. 
leA  open,  does  seem,  as  stated,  tahave  beon  whol^ 
without  object  or  excuse,  and  to  have  ben:  • 
wanton  attack  upon  the  lives  of  de(«icd<s8|  an4, 
at  that  tim^  nnoflendioy  individaak^ 

In  the  same,  or  even  in  morn  sevem  tenna^  we 
must  remark,  upon  what  w»  pcorad  as  (o  cb* 
firing  into  the  doorways  of  the  prisoo,  nana  Me- 
ticoJarly  into  that  of  No,  3  jwisoo,  at  a  cima 
wben  the  men  were  in  crowds  at  the  cntiaae*. 

From  the  position  of  the  raisoo  and  of  the  4m«, 
and  from  the  marks  of  the  ballsy  which  weee 
pointed  out  to  us,  as  well  as  from  thie  evideas^ 
It  was  clear  this  firing:  must  ba,ve  proceeded  from 
soldiers  a  very  few  feet  ftoqi  the  door^wav ;  anA 
though  it  was  certainly  sworn  that  the  pruonen 
were  at  the  time  of  port  of  the  firing;  at  least, 
coQtinuing  to  iasult,  and  oceasiooally  to  thn»w 
stones  at  the  soldiers,  and  that  they  were  stand' 
iog  in  the  way  of  and  impeding  the  turnkey  wh» 
was  there  for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  door,  jet 
still  there  was  nothing  stated  which  could,  is  oar 
view,  at  all  justify  such  excessive  harsh  and  ve- 
vete  treatment  of  helpless  and  nnarmM  ptisoik«n, 
when  all  idea  of  escape  was  at  an  end. 

Under  these  impressions,  we  used  every  eikdM* 
voT  to  ascertain  if  there  was  the  least  proepeet 
of  identifying  anjr  of  the  soldiers  who  had  beaa 
guilty  of  the  particular  outrage*  here  alludfld  le^ 
or  oftracinff  aay  partieulac  death  at  that  lioie  t» 
the  firing  ox  any  particular  individual,  bat  wiA' 
out  success ;  and  all  hopes  of  bringing  the  ofind* 
ers  to  punishment  woum  seem  tohe  at  an  cad.  . 

In  conclusion,  we,  the  uoders^ied,  hnveoaly 
to  add,  that  whilst  we  lam«ni,  aa  w»  do 


Digitized  by 


Googit 


AIYHNDIX. 


Manacn  at  Smimoar  FrimiH. 


deeply,  the  unfonomta  mnMuUon  which  hu 
b«en  ifao  sabmtt  of  this  inqoiry,  we  §nd  onraelf  et 
totally  neUe  to  inggett  uy  steps  to  be  takeo  u 
to  those  pafls  of  it  whi^  seem  most  to  call  for 
r«dms»  ud'  pimishmenL 

CBARLB&  KINO, 

VRS.  8BTMOOR  LARPBNT. 

Xord  Ca^kfeagk  to  Mam.  Clay  md  GaUatim. 

FoEBiGn  Opnos,  JMc^  88, 181S. 

Qbktuhbn:  Host  no  time  la  laying  before 
the  Prioee  Rueot  the  report  made  by  Mr,  Lar- 
pent  and  Mr.  Kiog,  respectlrely  appointed  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty's  OoTeroment  and  that  of  the 
Uoited  States  of  America,  to  inquire  into  the  eir- 
camaiaoces  of  the  late  anfortnoate  occurrence  at 
Dartmoor  priaoQ. 

His  Royal  Highness  has  commaoded  me  to  ex- 
press, through  you,  to  the  Gorernment  of  Amer- 
ica, how  deeply  be  laments  the  eonsequenees  of 
this  unhappy  afiair. 

If  any  thing  can  tend  to  rcliere  the  distress 
which  His  Royal  Highness  feels  oo  this  occasion, 
it  i&  the  consideration,  that  the  conduot  of  the 
soldiers  was  not  actuated  by  any  spirit  of  ani- 
mosity against  the  prisonsrs,  and  that  the  inac- 
tivity of  the  officers  may  be  attributed  rather  to 
the  inexperience  of  militia  forces,  than  to  any 
want  of  zeal  or  inelinKtion  to  afibrd  that  liberal 
protection  which  is  ever  dne  to  prisoners  of 
wnr. 

Bnt  His  Royal  Highness  has  observed,  at  the 
same  time,  with  sioeere  r^et,  that  although  the 
firing  of  ine  troops  upon  the  prisoners  may  hare 
been  justified  at  the  commencement,  by  the  tur- 
bulent eondoet  of  the  latter,  yet,  that  as  the  ex- 
tent of  the  calamity  must  be  ascribed  to  a  want 
of  steadiness  in  the  troops,  and  of  exertion  in  the 
officers,  calling  for  the  most  severe  animadver- 
sion, His  Royal  Highness  has  been  pleased  to  di- 
rect the  commander-in-chief  to  address  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Somerset  militia  his 
disapprobatioQ  of  the  conduct  of  the  troops,  whieli, 
it  is  trusted,  will  make  a  due  impression  on  the 
ncunds  of  the  officers  and  men  who  were  engaged 
in  this  unforiuoate  transaction. 

As  an  additional  proof  of  the  sentiments  which 
animate  the  Prince  Regent  on  this  occasion,  I  am 
farther  commanded  to  express  His  Royal  High- 
nesses desire  to  makea  compensation  to  the  widows 
and  ^milies  of  the  sn&rers ;  and  I  have  to  re- 
quest that  you,  gentlemen,  would  make  this 
known  to  your  Government,  inviting  them,  at 
the  same  time,  to  co-operate  with  His  Majesty's 
Charg6  des  Anaires  in  the  United  States  in  in- 
vestigating the  respeetire  claims  for  the  purpose 
of  fuifllllDg  His  Royal  Higbness's  beuevolent  in- 
teotioas  upon  this  [uiinfui  occasion. 

I  request  that  you  will  accept  tbe  assurance  of 
the  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

CASTLBRfiAQU. 
Ta  H.  CLaf ,  and  A.  GaLLATiN,  Bs^s. 


Ctpjf  tf  a  Utter  ^gpw  WnmMS.  jCTg  Mtf  QtMtHn  U 

HANOvna  STttUT,  Haroveb  SaoABB. 

May  24, 1815. 

Mt  Lord:  Webavethe  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  official  note  of  the 
22d  instant.  Haviog,  as  we  have  already  inform- 
ed your  Lordship,  no  powers  on  the  subject  to 
wbich  it  refers,  we  wiulose  no  time  in  transmit- 
ting it  to  our  Government.  We  will  ^so  place 
in  the  possession  of  the  American  Minister  neat 
His  Briunnie  Majesty's  Ooremment  (whose  ar- 
rival here  we  daily  expect)  a  copy  of  your  Lord- 
ship's note,  together  with  a  statement  of  what 
had  previously  passed  respecting  the  nufortanate 
event  at  Dartmoor. 

We  have  the  opport^ft^  of  tendering,  ftc. 

ALBBRT  'OALLATtN. 
The  Rt.  Hoo.  Tiscodiit  Castubbaob. 

JOKB  89^1815. 
He  (Lord  Castlereagb)  then  menltoned  the  toft 
occurrence  at  Dartmoor  prison,  BDd  tbe  measuna 
which  had  been  taken,  by  agreement,  between  him 
and  Messrs.  Clay  and  Giallattn  on  thM  oeeaeiofc 
I  said  I  had  rcceiTcd  a  copy  of  the  report  iMie 
by  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Lupeuc,  after  their  exami- 
nation into  the  transaction,  and  of  ii»e  wrtttea 
depositions  that  bad  been  taken,  as  well  on  that 
examination  as  previously,  at  the  coroner's  in- 
quest ;  that,  afler  what  bad  been  done,  I  consid- 
ered the  procedare  as  so  far  terminated  that  I  was 
not  aware  of  any  farther  steps  to  be  Ukeo  by  me 
until  I  should  receive  tbe  iostroetions  of  my  Gov* 
ernment  on  the  ease.  From  tbe  general  imprcs- 
uon  made  on  my  mind  from  the  evidenee  tut  I 
bad  pMQsed,  I  rearetted  t^at  a  regolar  trial  of 
Captain  Shortlandhad  not  been  ordered,  ani  I 
thonght  it  probable  that  such  would  be  the  i^fB- 
ion  of  my  Qovemment.  He  said  that  aadoab(> 
ediy  tbere  were  cases  in  which  a  trial  was  the 
best  remedy  to  be  resorted  to,  bnt  tbere  were 
others  in  whiah  it  was  the  worst ;  that  a  trial,  the 
result  of  which  would  be  an  acquittal,  would  place 
the  whole  afiair  in  a  more  unpleasant  situotiea 
than  it  would  be  without  it;  that  the  evidence 
was  extremely  contradictory ;  that  it  had  been 
found  imponible  to  trace  to  any  individnal  the 
most  unjustifiable  part  of  the  firing;  and  tbai 
Capuin  Sbortland  denied  having  given  the  order 
to  fire.  I  admitted  that  the  evidenee  was  centra* 
dtetory,  bat  said  that  from  the  Impression  of  Ike 
whole  mass  of  it  upon  me,  I  could  not  doubt  either 
that  Captain  Shortfamd  gave  the  order  to  fire,  or 
that,  under  the  circnoataaces  of  the  casfc  it  was 
unnecessary.  It  was  true,  the  result  of^a  trial 
might  be  an  ac<iuittal ;  but  as  it  was  tlie  regtilat 
remedy  for  a  case  of  this  description,  tbe  substi- 
tution of  any  other  was  susceptible  of  strong  ob- 
jection^ and  left  the  officer  apparently  jusiued, 
when  I  could  not  bot  coBsider  bis  eondnct  as  al* 
together  nnjustifiahlb 


Digitized  by 


1619 


AFPBNBIX 


1611 


.Mnmnnt  at  Beutmaar  Ptitm. 


40Una,  to  ti»  8Kretar$  State, 

Pbiudilfbu,  Aug.  3, 1815. 

Sm:  In  ft  eommoiiieaiion  made  br  Viscouot 
Castlereagh,  HisMajesiy's  principal  Seerciary  of 
State  for  Foreigo  A&irs,  to  Messrs.  Clay  and 
Gallatin,  on  tbe  20ili  of  last  May,  relative  to  the 
nofortnnate  oecurrence  at  Dartmoor  prison,  his 
Lordship  expressed  to  those  gentlemeD,  by  the 
command  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, bow  deeply  His  Royal  Highoess  lamented 
the  consciiueoces  of  that  uohappy  afiair,  and  that, 
if  anything  could  have  alleviated  the  distress 
which  His  Royal  Highness  felt  on  that  occasion, 
it  was  the  consideratioa  that  the  conduct  of  the 
soldiers  was  to  be  attributed  rather  to  the  iuex- 
perience  of  a  militia  force,  than  to  any  want  of 
»ai  or  inclination  to  afford  that  liberal  nroteetion 
vblch  is  ever  doe  to  prisoners  of  war.  His  Lord- 
ship likewise  informed  ihem  that,  althoogh  ifaa 
firing  appeared  to  have  been  justified  at  its  com- 
mencemeot,  by  the  tnrbnleot  conduct  of  tbe  pris- 
oners, yet^  that  as  tbe  extent  of  the  calamity  was 
to  be  ascribed  to  a  want  of  steadiness  io  the  troops, 
and  qf  exertion  in  the  officers,  calliog  for  tne 
most  severe  animadTersion,  His  Royal  Highness 
bu  been  pleased  to  direct  the  commaQoer-in- 
obief  to  address  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Somerset  militia  bis  disapprobation  of  tbe  coo- 
dnct  of  tbe  troops,  so  that  a  due  impression  might 
be  made  on  the  minds  of  ihe  officers  and  men  en- 
gaged in  that  unfortuoaie  traosaciion. 

As  an  additional  proof  of  tbe  sentiments  which 
animated  the  Prioce  R^ent  oo  this  painfol  occa- 
aioDi  his  Lordahip  waa  also  further  commanded  to 
sxpKM  to  Measrs.  Chiy  and  QaUatIn  Hia  Royal 
Bighnesa'a  deaiie  to  make  a  Mmpensation  to  the 
widows  and  familiea  of  the  sufferers. 

In  rtitenling  these  sentiments  on  the  part  of 
His  MajeBty*s  Government,  for  tbe  information 
of  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  I  hav«  the 
bonor  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  been  directed  to 
concert  with  the  American  Government  the  most 
efficient  means  of  carrying  into  execution  these 
benevolent  intentions  of  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  and  shall  be  ready,  with  a  view 
of  expediting  the  arrangements  to  he  made,  to 
proceed  withoot  delay  lo  Washington,  for  the 
purpose  of  communicating  with  you  personally 
on  tbe  sgbject,  should  it  suit  your  convenience 
to  meet  me  there.  I  beg  leave,  at  tbesame  time, 
to  ai^geat}  as  a  neeeaaary  preliminary  to  any  mea- 
anres  which  may  be  adopted,  that  informatim 
should  be  procared  from  tbe  difierent  States  with 
respect  to  tbe  lamilies  of  the  aufierers,  and  any 
other  circamstances  which  may  fiieuiiate  the 
completioo  of  the  arrangements  allnded  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  &c. 


7%eStentargofStaieto  A,  St.  John  Baker.  Etq.,  Hit 
.  Britanmt  U^ettji'a  Chargi  da  AJfmrtM. 
Depabthsht  of  State, 

Wasbinotuh,  Dec.  11, 1815. 
Sib:  I  have  had  the  booor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  3d  of  August,  communicating  a  propo- 


aitioa  of  yoar  OoMraneatio  mds  piovtnaa  far 
tbe  widows  and  familiea  of  the  aoBems  ia  the 

mach-to-be-lameated  oeenrrencc  at  Darunooc. 

It  is  painfal  to  touch  on  tbts  onfor(unatecTca^ 
from  tbe  deep  distress  it  baa  eauaed  to  the  wheU 
American  peo^  This  repngaanee  ia  inereatsei 
by  tbe  consideration  that  our  Goverameoli, 
Iboogh.  penetrated  with  regret,  do  not  agree  ia 
sentiment  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  par  ties 
eogwed  in  it. 

Whilst  the  President  declinee  aecepUag  tk« 
provisions  contemplated  by  His  Royal  Higbacas 
the  Prince  Regent,  he  nevertheless  does  fiul  jn^ 
tice  to  the  motives  which  dictated  it. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Amtbohy  St.  Johh  Bakeb,  Esq. 

B. 

Dbvor,  to  vt(.' 

Informations  of  witoeases  severally  taJren  and  ac- 
knowledged on  behalf  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King,  touching  the  death  of  John  Haywood, 
at  theprieoQ  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  in  the  pariah 
of  Lidford,  in  the  connty  of  Devon,  the  eighth 
day  of  April,  io  the  fifty-fiftb  year  of  the  reign 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  f  If.,  before 
Joseph  Wbiieiord,  ^entlemao,  one  of  the  coro- 
ners of  his  said  Majesty  for  the  said  cooniy,  on 
an  inquisition  then  and  there  taken  on  view  of 
tbe  body  of  the  said  John  Haywood,  then  aud 
there  lying  dead,  as  follows: 

Thoma*  Edward*,  a  private  soldier  in  Hu 
Majesty's  first  ratiraent  of  Somerset  militu,  o« 
his  oath,  aaith :  Tnut  he  is  stationed  with  tbe  aaid 
regiment  at  Ihe  barracks  at  Dartmoor,  adjoining 
the  prison  of  war  there  j  that,  on  Thursday  last, 
the  sixth  day  of  this  present  month  of  Apri^ 
he  was  on  the  guard  called  the  West  ptqnet 
guard,  and,  at  the  hour  of  half-past  six  la  the 
evening,  was  fixed  as  sentinel  io  what  is  called 
the  barrack  yard,  which  is  situated  within  the 
walls  of  the  prison,  but  the  yard  allotted  to  tbe 
prisoners  is  separated  from  the  barrack  yard  by  a 
stone  wall;  that  about  tbe  hoar  of  seven  in  the 
evening  of  same  day,he  (this  informant)  was  near 
bis  poet,  when  he  heard  a  noise,  as  if  some  per- 
sons oo  the  other  side  of  the  wall  were  attempt- 
ing to  undermine  it;  whereupon  be  went  to  that 
part  of  the  wall  from  whence  tbe  noise  proceeded, 
and,  on  looking  at  the  wall,  be  perceived  that  the 
mortar  between  tbe  atones  waa  moving,  at  tbe 
height  of  between  three  and  fonr  feet  fioa  tba 
ground;  wherenpon  this  informant  ifflDedtatdf 
went  to  the  corner  of  a  bnilding  which  it  called 
the  cook-hous^  and  alarmed  tbe  sentinel  nearect 
to  this  informant  on  the  wall,  and  derired  him  to 
order  the  piquet  out ;  that  tbts  inforoaast  then  re- 
turned to  the  spot  where  he  bad  seen  the  mortar 
moving,  and  by  this  time  there  was  a  bo4e  mad* 
through  the  wall  large  enough  for  this  informaat 
to  put  his  musket  and  hayooet  through,  and,  oa 
lookiog  through  the  hole  in  the  wall,  he  mw  a, 
great  number  of  tbe  prisoners,  he  believes  t*  the 
number  of  tfaiee  or  tour  hmulced,  aiat  mhiti  la 
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0Btlwr  near  the  bole  in  tfat  w»U ;  and  he  thinks 
that  there  were  altogether  apwards  of  ooe  thoas- 
mnil  asBeoiUed  Dearly  arouod  the  same  idaee;  that 
this  iBfonnant  spoke  to  the  prisooers  throagh  the 
wallf  aid  wdmd  them  off  seven!  times,  bat 
nur  of  the  prisoure  declared  that  thej  woatd 
Dot  f  0.  aad  ther  still  eontinaed  beatiDg  agaioat 
the  wall  i  and  this  informant  obierTed  that  one 
of  the  prisoners  had  an  iron  bar  in  his  hand,  with 
which  he  was  tearing  down  the  wall,  and  the 
prisoners  wiibio  the  prison  were  at  this  time  bal- 
looiag  and  making  a  great  noise ;  that  the  prison- 
ers eontinocd  beating  against  the  wall  ontil  they 
had  made  a  hole  in  it  Urge  eaoagh  for  the  largest 
man  in  the  prison  to  pass  tbroogb,  when  this  in- 
formant  eocked  bis  musket  and  presented  it  to  the 
prisoners,  threatening  to  fire  at  them  UDleas  tbey 
desisted ;  when  the  prisoners  abused  this  inform- 
ant, asked  bim  whjr  he  did  not  fire,  aad  said  he 
was  afraid  to  do  so,  and  thejr  still  continued  tear- 
ing down  the  wall  of  the  prison;  that  shortly 
after  the  jriqiiet  gnard  came  to  this  informant's 
assistUM^  and  then  this  informaot  left  that  part 
of  the  wall  and  went  to  his  post ;  that  Lientenant 
White,  of  the  same  r»imeat,  commanded  the 
piqnet  gnard,  and  this  iDTormaot  beard  bim  order 
the  prisoners  to  go  from  the  wall,  bat  they  refused 
to  do  so,  and  stilt  eontinaed  teatinir  down  the 
wall  i  that  some  of  the  men  of  the  piqaet  guard 
threatened  to  fire  at  the  prisoners,  but  Lieutenant 
White  told  them  tfait  they  should  not  fire,  and 
remained  in  the  barrack  yard  with  bis  party, 
where  the  bole  was ;  that,  about  half'past  seven 
o^clock,  whitsi  this  informant  was  at  bis  post,  be 
beard  the  report  of  several  muskets  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  market  place,  but  did  not  leave  bis 
pest }  and  at  this  time  tne  prisoners  were  still 
Denting  against  the  wall  on  the  inside,  at  sevoral 
diftrent  places,  but  after  many  mnskets  had  been 
diichaq^  they  onitted  the  wall ;  that  diis  in- 
feimnnt  remained  at  hb  post  until  he  was  re- 
Utred  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  and  during  this 
time  no  musket  was  fired  in  the  barraek  yard; 
and  after  this  informant  was  relieved  he  did  not 
hear  the  report  of  any  muskets,  and  the  firing  had 
entirely  censed;  and  this  informant  further  saith, 
thfti-he  was  not  within  the  walls  trf"  the  prison, 
and  did  not  see  any  musket  diacharged,  hot  only 
heard  the  report  of  them. 

THOMAS  BDWARD8. 

Sworn  before  me, 

JoBBPB  WRirmtn,  Coroner, 

Bamud  White,  a  lieutenant  in  His  Majesty's 
regiment  of  first  Somerset  militia,  on  his  oath, 
saith :  That,  on  Tbursdav  last,  tbefith  day  of  the 
present  month,  (April,)  he  (this  informant)  had 
tba  weet  guard  of  the  prison  Vt  war  at  Dartmoor, 
nad  about  half  past  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  he 
was  in  the  gnitra  room,  when,  in  eonseqaenae  of 
aome  information  he  received,  he  ordered  out  the 
guard,  sod  proceeded  with  it  to  tbe  barrack  yard, 
which  adjous  that  part  of  the  prison  distiogiiish- 
•d  by  No.  7,  and  is  semrated  therefrom  by  a  stone 
wall;  that  Charles  Edwards, now  present,  was 
>htn  a  MMiatl  in  tin  tenatk  yud,  ud  M  hi*  poB^ 


and  at  the  distance  of  about  fifteen  yards  from 
the  poet  where  be  was  the  sentinel,  he  (this  in- 
formant) observed  m  hole  in  tbe  wall  which  sep- 
arated the  barraek  yard  from  the  prison,  large 
enough  for  a  man  of  any  size  to  come  through  t 
that  at  this  time  there  vrae  a  great  number  of 
prisoDers  within  the  wait  near  tbe  hole,  and  sev- 
eral of  them  tearing  down  tbe  wall,  and  he  par* 
tienlarly  noticed  two  of  tbe  prisoners  with  iron 
bars  in  their  hands,  removing  the  stones  from  the 
wall !  that  this  ioiormant  spoke  to  tbe  prisoners 
repeatedly,  and  desired  them  to  desist  from  what 
they  were  about,  and  told  them  that,  untess  they 
did,  tbe  whole  of  the  mititarjr  would  be  called 
out,  and  obliged  to  commit  violence  to  compel 
them  to  desist :  but  tbe  prisoners  ^till  continued 
tearing  down  tbe  wall,  and  repealed  volleys  of 
turf  and  stones  were  tarown  tnrougb  the  open- 
ing tbe  prisonen  had  made  in  the  wall,  and  over 
it,  at  this  informant  and  tbe  gnard ;  and  this  in- 
formant was  struck  by  some  of  the  mortar  aod 
stones  taken  from  the  wall,  and  thrown  at  bim  by 
the  prisoners,  and  several  of  the  men  eomplaioed 
of  having  been  atsostmek  with  the  stones  thrown  \ 
that  this  lufoimaut  did  not  see  Captain  Shortland, 
the  agent  for  the  prisoners  of  war,  in  tbe  barrack 
jrard,  after  this  informant  came ;  that  when  thit 
informant  spoke  to  tbe  prisoners  who  were  about 
tbe  wall,  they  abased  this  informant  and  the 
guard,  declared  they  would  not  leave  the  spot, 
and  said  "Jfre,  ,/Ere  r'  that  tbe  orisoners  within 
.  the  walls  of  the  prison  were^  tnroughout,  io  a 
state  of  disturbance,  and  whilst  some  of  them 
were  tearing  down  tbe  wall,  the  rest  were  hoz- 
zaing  and  making  a  great  noise,  and  at  this  time 
it  was  about  the  boar  in  tbe  evening  when  tbe 
prisoners  are  usually  locked  up  in  their  different 
prisons;  that  he  (this  informant)  had  been  in 
the  barraek  ymxA  about  fifteen  minutes  when  ha 
heard  the  prisonen  huzzaing  and  making  a  great 
noise  adjoining  the  jard  where  the  market  ia 
held,  which  is  the  principal  entrance  to  the  pris- 
on, and  at  the  same  time  he  heard  the  alarm  bell 
ring,  and  the  drum  beat  to  arms,  and  immediately 
after  he  heard  tbe  report  of  a  single  musket, 
which  proceeded  as  in  a  direction  from  tbe  pris- 
on gates  leading  into  the  market  place,  and  this 
informant  then  proceeded  towards  the  market 
place,  to  ascertain  b^  whose  orders  tbe  firing 
had  commenced,  leaviog  the  piquet  guard  under 
tbe  care  of  the  sergeants ;  and  in  his  way  to  the 
market  place  he  beard  several  other  muskets  dis- 
charged in  tbe  same  direction  as  the  former, 
whereupon  he  immediately  retaroed  to  hisguard. 
without  gmng  to  the  market  place,  and  still  found 
the  prisoners  leattog  down  the  wall  between  ihe 
prison  aad  tha  barrack  yard,  endeavoring  to  wide« 
the  Ivneh;  that  the  prisoners  contioued  tearing 
down  the  walL  when  some  ronsketa  ware  fired 
from  the  walls  by  the  aentineb  towards  tbe  place 
where  the  breach  was;  whereupon  the  number 
of  prisoners  near  the  breach  lessened  considerably, 
many  running  towards  their  respective  prisons, 
and  others  towards  the  principal  nte;  that  some 
of  the  prisoners  attempted  to  force  their  way 
throogh  (h*  brMch,  when  he  (this  iaformau)  or- 
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4«K«d  the  gawd  »  ohuye,  and  mraed  the  ptu- 
ours,a|tiMt  the  eMweqaeues  that  woald  follow ; 
that  thift  iarornwDt  was  a(  diis  time  at  the  Inweh 
in  the  wall,  aad  part  af  bit  hodj  wa«  thieogfa,  co 
fee  what  was  pastiDf  mlhio  th*  wallst  and  be 
dm  obnrved  that  ibe  {Mrineipat  liMb  of  tb«  pris- 
OMsawas  towards  the  nuio  gate,  lead  to  the 
matkiet  l^aee;  aad  just  at  this  momeat  bo  (this 
inforinaal)  howd  a  veUsy  of  mesheiry  diaebarged 
in  the  market  pUoe,  aad  immediately  after  the 
vrisoBers  began  to  retreat ;  and  shortly  after,  this 
wAwmaat  saw  the  gawd,  and  the  rest  of  the  sol- 
diers who  were  not  on  guard,  pan  oa  tbe  inside 
of  tba  ;»isan  wall,  oppose  the  br»cb,  and  ibey 
were  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  prison  Na  7,  and 
MiUer  Jolliff  vna  penoadiiw  toe  prisoners  to  go 
la  uwir  prisons,  but  many  of  tbem  remained  at 
the  priaoQ  door,  abusing  toe  mititarr ;  that  after 
%.amuid*raUa  effiirt  OB  tbe  paft  of  thagoaid,  the 
niMnen  wcredriKa  into  No.  7  priiao,  and  tb^ 
isor  laeked;  that  at  the  time  tfaiiiitfonaant  heard 
the  voUejF  of  mashetry  in  the  market  plae^  or 
hnmediately  a&er,  there  wen  seveial  mnne&s 
iaed  frwn  tbe  difleteat.  platlbrms  wbm  tbe  aen- 
thieis  wen  plaecd,  bat  tbe  firing  reaairi  iaataatly 
after  tbe  seldien  entered  tbe  prison  yard ;  that 
thia  infimnant  remaiaed  wkfa  the  gtwrd  uatU 
half'past  eight  o'eh>ck  at  n%bt,  when  ererythiag 
was  leaortM  to  be  qniet,  when,  by  order  of  the 
ftald  oBoer,  the  gnard  wa*  returned,  to  tbe  goard* 
Nom  I  tbftt  there  was  aot  a  mnsket  AMba^ed  in 
the  barraok  vard,^  and  Ils  (ihia  informant)  saw  no 
yeison  killed  or  wounded  ^  that  when:  tfai*  inform- 
aat  saw  the  prisonen  rneh  towards  the  gatea. 
•beytwcK  in  a  verjr  rioteu^  disorderly  state,  and 
thajr  apfeared  to  thia  iafotmaBt  n  If  dMermlaed 
to  WMia  their  peiufe  thr«i|gh  the  gateway ;  that 
the  lalAeiaonfgiuwd  are- directed  to-rdhoa  from 
a>y  ««Miwucatioa  withthe  piiBMMn,iD  prOTenc 
the  ^isonen  from  ^1119:  over  the  iron  railing 
within  the  vails  ol  the  prisooj  aad  likewise  to 
prevent  the  prisoners  from  tearing  down  or  un- 
derniniag  the  walls;  tha£  ia  oase  the  priaoaers 
do  aot  desist  from  sueb  praetieeB  when  spoken  to, 
the  guard  is  to  be  alarmed,  but  the  sentinels  arc 
oidered  not  to  fire  ualns  in  eases  of  absolute  ne- 
eenity,  or  where  a  {niaoncr  or  priaoaers  is  or  are 
i«  tlieaet  of  esoaping  from  tbe  pmon;  tlut  on 
the-4lh  day  of  April  instaat  this  informant  was 
ahw  on-  the  guard,  and  the  prisoners  were  then 
very  diaaiderly,  and  refused  10  obey  the  oom- 
na»da,  iaaemnoh  that  the  guards  were  turned  eat, 
the  alunfbell  rung,  and  the  dmma  heat  to  arms; 
a&d  at  this  time,  which  was  abmrt  seven  o^oloek 
in  Ike  ereoiag^  iba  prisanen  bad  fimied  the  gt^ 
of  the  priaoa,  and  had  the  poaseaawn  of  the  mkole 
of  the  market  plaoe,  aad  their  demand  was  then 
for  bread  instead  of  biacoit,  which  Ibis  inftmnant 
nnderaieed  bad  been  oAced  them  instead  of  bread, 
than  being  mneh  bisooit  in  store}  bnt  on  tbe  6th 
dajr  of  April  instaat  be  did  not  bear  the  prisoners 
amign  any  ewiae  for  their  eon^t.  Aad  this  in- 
formaat  iintber  saith,  that  oa  tbe  7tb  day  of 
Apail  inaiani  be  attended  Admiral  Sir  Jeaiaa 
Hewley  and  Captain  Soberabarg  to  the  waUs  of 
the  pam%  aad  haavd  the  Admiiat  ipoak  to  tkc 


^aenera  fetm  lla  plaiftiraa  at  dw  mate  tMm, 
enmote  the  priaon  nei  7,  aad  rcqoeated  ce  kaow 
thmr  grieraneea,  hmI  why  the  bteaakaa  hmi  beaw 
made  ra  tbew^  and  the  gates  fhrecd';  «b«i  one 
of  Che  pcisoners)  whom  thia  inforamt  noJaratoed 
to  be  ene  of  the  oammiTiiiB)  aoid,  in  rep]^  to  iba 
Admiral,  that  there  was  no  eaase  of  eo^ln^ 
and  that  the  breaob  made  in  the  waU  was  to  g«t  a 
ball  which  bad  been  disown  om  tbe  mtt  br  aaOM 
of  tbe  boys ;  that  the  prisoner  said  that  the  cfaaja  art 
the  gales  was  net  suAcientty  strenf,  and  the  preaa 
at  the  gates  was  so  atreag,  tbM  the  gatee-  wavo 
forced  opens^ad  one  or  two  hundred  rvebed  oat, 
but  that  there  was  no  inteatioa  »  escua ;  that 
when  this  ioforauMt  saw  the  prisoners  breakiBg 
down  the  waU  on  the  0th  day  of  April,  inatam, 
the  petaons  emplojrad  ahoot  it  wcce  all  mew,  and 
the^  were  all  lae  tiaoe  abnsiag  tho  miNtarr ;  and 
danny  the  tiiBe  thie  inibimani  w«b  ia  the  harraek 
yardj  n«  peraon  ashed  for  a  baU,  or  said  a  ball  had 
been  thrown  otw  the  wall; 

BABL  WHITB, 
Uwt,  Ut  Shmtmt  ngH  mOHte. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  WaiTSFORn,  Cbroner. 

7ohii.  Mkeh^  one  of  tha  derkt  in  the  ofloe  of 
Thomas  Cfeecge  Bhortiand,  Et^^  the  ag«nt  far 

Erisoaers  of  war  at  Banoioor,  in  the  parish  of 
ddford,  in  tbe  eoan^afl>eroa,oa  hisoas^  saith: 
That,  OK  Thursday,  the  uthday  of  Aprttinaiant, 
abont  a  qnarser  bemre  seven  in  tbe  evcoing,  ha 
(tbis  infocniant)  was  in  faia  own  inom,  the  dMy 
of  the  daf  baviag  betw  fiaished,  cxeept  reeeteuigf 
the  eveaoog  report,  when  one  of  the  tmnkeys, 
oalled  Rfebard  Ariioid,  came  ta  ^e  iaioranal^ 
room,  ud,  ia  eoaaeqiuDea  of  iaformaiioB.wlMh 
be  gave,  this  informant  «^»d  lowarih  the  mmA 
goar^  awwynied  hf  Mr.  John  Baawet^  afaiw 
elerk  at  the  prison,  and  ofaswvad  tkt  odber  af  ifc« 
guard  on  the  platform ;  and  thieiaformaat  woM 
on  the  plMform,  aad  saw  a  great  aomber  of  pri>> 
oaera  betweaa  the  iron  raiuw  wiAin  the  watts 
of  the  piisoB  and  tha  vrali  et  tha  militaty  imfj 
which  18  a  place  whna  the  priaraeis  are  aoc  pap* 
mitted  to  go,  and  the  prisoners  wera  throw iag 
peat  Mid  other  light  actieleaj  that  thia  iaformaai 
then  w»t  to  the  gaard  room,  where  there  was  a 
report  that  a  breach  bad  beea  made  by  the  pR»> 
oners  in  the  heq>ilal  wall,  where  he  immediately 
went,  but  saw  no  appearance  of  breach  thve. 
That  he  then  retttrnea  la'tbe  lodfe,  and,  fladiog 
that  tbe  west  guard  were  not  at  their  po*^  be 
went  ta  the  north  gutd  and  leqoestad  lhaaaq|)Mnt. 
to  assess  hia^aard,  and  they  fallowed  this  »- 
fommnt  to  the  atation  of  tha  weat  gaud  i  thM 
thia  iirfnrmBBt  thatt  vent  10  tha  fnuH  of  ih« 
eipal  entmnee  to  the  prisps,  and  saw  Captaia 
Shortland  inthefraM  of  thepriaenjand  tha  91a 
of  the  prisoaaeanat  to  tbe  hoaintal  .was  qKa,Bai 
the  prisffiMte  were  coming  thrna^h  tha  gatesef 
the  prison,  towards  tbe  appor  gales^  in  «  bo^f  at 
a  qnsck  oaeej  making  a  gtttt  aoias^aad  aaiagdM 
word  "  Baea«,"  wlueh  this  informant  has  fkw* 
^aently  heard  the  prisooars  use  when  theymra 
boM  on  anything;  that  Caplaia  -Simatlaad  ad 
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nnMd  lowftids  the  pti*oiie«s,QalliogOD  UiegUKd 
Ki  fioUow,  fum,  tad  be  steady,  end  direeted  them 
lo  kceppossetnao  of  the  market  sqaaie ;  that  this 
iaIiDciunt  followed  Ciptsu  SbortlaDd,  keeping 
tetWMk  himaad  the  mtlilwy,  and  this  iDformant 
iMrdt  Captain  Shortlaod  desire  the  prisoners  to 
relur  d  quietly  to  their  prison^  for  feat  of  any  ub- 
ileasMl  coDscqaeacea,  aod  be  repeatedly  urged 
be  p  riaoners  to  rttura  to  their  jwiaon,  iHit  tbey 
till  comioued  adTaDoiag,  spcakiog  in  a  riotons 
nuiner,  and  makio^  a  great  noiae ;  and  at  this 
■MMWDt  be  (this  iafcrmant)  also  aaiw  the  sargeon, 
Di.  Miyratb,  speaking  to-  tha  pnaonac^  aad  be 
basrd.  him  persaade  the  prieoaeis  to  remra }  thai, 
at. this  time,  lM'(Uiia  iaronuiDt)  ohaerv^  a  huge 
body  <^  pnsooen  wwhled  at  the  other  gate,  or 
Bh«  oppmiic  udft  of  th*  oiarket  plaecj  ud  jpr«- 
Bflcded  toinurds  this  fl^te  with  an  laitntioa  of  oV 
Mavtog  thaic  eoBd«atminittely,biii,on  heariaga 
noim  m  tus  lef^  be  mrocd  romd  and  obeervcd 
tlM'  prisonen  ware  orach  furtber  up  the  square, 
aore  nunteroas,  aod  part  of  tb«  gaarda  had  ebat' 
gad  tkta  bayonets  towards  tba  piisontrs  to  forae 
iIhMl  down,  aad  almost  at  the  sanae  moment  he 
(thia  iafomMS)  heard  therepwt  of  a  mosket  dis- 
charged, and  the  sound  oaaa  fiioa.  whm  the 
guan  were  lAarged  lo  fane  the  prisoners  down, 
bat  this  informant  did  not  see  any  person  fidl; 
that  be  (this  informant)  ran  and.  got  in  ibe  rear 
of  the  military,  and  almost  iostantty  a  discbarge 
of  mskctry  took  plaae  hom  tba  guaida  who 
wero  finoaf  ihs  prisaaera  dowat  aad  thorxly 
af4«r  ba  heard  TaifQW:  ^hugMs  of  anskctry 
from  diSHaat  parte  of  the  priaoa;  tint  ha  (^s  in* 
foiaaaM)  did  not  hear  any  persoa  i^Teoiden  to 
finei  (hA<  several  mnbeie  mere  fired  in  the  mar> 
im  a^mnf  bM  what-  iHimber  ha  oaoaot  say, 
and*  inmediataly  after  the  Sfiog:  bad  ceased,  be 
baavd  Captain  SUwriland  eaU  for  tiunkeys  to  t^ 
up^  the  wotutded ;  that  this  iafbrmaot  made  his 
way  throtufh  the  mititary  wiih  soma  of  the  tura- 
kaya,  and  toe  first  penoa  be  saw  waa  a  hiaoh  ama 
lyioc  on  the  gronad,  on  his  faee,api^rently  dead; 
and  thierewasanotberman  woaaded  in  thesqoate, 
and  aitliag  in  the  eeoury  box,  but  this  iaformant 
did  not  notice  aay  other  j  that  there  was  then  aa 
OBtcnr  from  the  military  for  the  key  of  the  g^e 
whiah  leads  to  Nee.  5  aad  7  prisoas,  and  this 
iafiMiMlil  went  and  procured  a  turnkey,  who 
bnniglit  the  toy  and  opened  the  gale;  and,  after 
aMM  of  tba  mtlitary  baa  passed  in,  thia  iBformant 
want  inside  the  gate,  and  tbm  sav  a  white  man 
lyiag  00  the  ^connd,  also  appar«itly  dead ;  and 
at  this  lima  ihia  informant  heard  the  report  of 
s«Teral  single  muskets,  at  difiercat  pari*  of  the 
piisoo,  appareiuly  as  if  from  the  wails,  aad,  eon- 
sideiiag  n  unsafe,  be  rclired  behind,  the  military, 
and  weat  again  to  the  lodge,  where  he  remained 
until  there  was  a  call  foi  turnkeys  to  shut  op  the 
pjrisoQ,  when  be  pcoaurei  the  neeessary  tUT«kesrs 
aad^aeai  them  down,  and  then  went  towards  the 
mUilBJty  himself,  and,  at  Captain  Sbortlaad's  re- 
qtiest,  went  to  aacertaia  the  number  of  ptiaooeEs 
Hho  had  beea  seat  um  and  afterwards,  by  order 
eiCaptain  Sboftland,  went  to  the  sasfety  ward 
of  the  hoipiUii  tsi  zeeatve  ik»  woudtd  aM  twam 


tain  their  number,  and  whUst  diare  he  reo«T«A 
tbirty-foar  prisoners,  who  werewoond^,  aad  vm 
dead  man  was  also  brought  to  tbe  hospital  by 
mistake ;  that  thia  informant  remained  there  aalal 
he  was  sent  for  by  Captain  Sbortland  to>  lepeet 
the  Bomber ;  that,  at  tbe  time  the  fint  musket 
was  fired,  he  tbiaka  that  there  were  abcKtt  ftve 
hundred  prisoners  in  tbe  market  square,  and  tha 
foremast  of  them  were  beharing  in  a  rerv  riotoM 
aad  disorderly  maaoer,  quite  disiespcctfol  to  Cap^ 
tain  ShoTtland,  aibd  witbonl  appearing  to  pay  tha 
least  atteatioa  to  what  Cutain  ShMtttuid  or  Dv. 
Magraih  were  MfiBg*  *Bd  though  reqaested  lo 
retire  tbey  omtinoed  to  advance,  and  smned  ta 
this  informant  as  if  determined  brforectlMif  waf 
to  the  umer  gatea,  wfaidb  were  then  J^nri-  la 
permit  the  bimd-wagon  to  ifa  cm  f  iba^  since  llw 
36ifa  day  of  Bdarck  last,  there.has  bemfmnefa  di* 
satiafacttoa  among  the  psisoaers  in  the  pctsoa 
towards  Mr.  Bcasteyt  the  Amerteas  agent^  whom 
the  pciseaers  understood  was  appoiaMd  to  siad 
them  homf ;  and,  on  the  4th  da^  of  April  inalaM, 
about  serra  o'oloek  in  tbe  eveaiag^  toe  priisaem 
got  opaik  the  gates  leadwg  to  tike  mai^  aquaeey 
and  oame  up  and  oocupscd  tbe  square  until  aboat 
ten  o^eloek,  wbeo  they  cetired  to  th«v  res^ttnw 
priseas;  that  this  iafoimant  went  to  tW  gasea 
and  spoke  to  some  U  the  pnsoaeiB,  aad  aleo-  went 
inside  amotogat  tbem,  aad  asked  what  ibey  cans 
up  for,  when  tbey  replied  it  was  because  th^ 
had  bad  no  breads  that  day;  that  the  traaspeet 
boerd  bed  permitted. tha  eoniacuc  ta  iuoe  bia< 
cuit,  of  whieh.  he.  had.  a  siese,  for  hia  eonimel^ 
aad  it  was  arranftd  hf  Capiain.ShotdaBdi  that 
they  were  to  have  it  only  one  dajr  ina  wie^  Md 
the  prisonen  had  hem  ofiercd.  their  rations  of  Usp 
cuit,  which  was  one  pouad  of  UMoit  instead  ed 
one  pouad  and  a  half  of  soft  bteadr  but  they  had 
refused  to  acoept  it  throughout  tbe  day,  btU  e*> 
mained  quiet  till  the  eveoing ;  that,  on  tbe  dth 
day  of  April  iastant,  soft  bread  had  beea  issneA 
to  the  pneonera  as  umal^  and  Captaia  Bbortlaad 
bad,  oa  tbe  5th,  comauuueated  to  the  committea 
for  the  prisoners  that  he  did  not  iatead  to  tsiw 
any  biscuit  witfaoal  farther  dtMa^n  from  the 
board;  that  this  iofooaani  did  ttot  obeem  any* 
thing  thrown  by  the  prisoners  at  tbe  military  oa 
tbe  evening  of  tbefitb,  and  did  net  see  the  pii»- 
oneraarmM  inth  any  ofieaMve  weapons;  ihatif 
the  pcisoaera  bad  ftMoed  their  wa^  to  the  mpet 
gale  cS  the  market  squaie,  tbere  woald  hare  aeen 
no  obMaele  to  their  getting  out  of  the  prison,  aa 
all  the  gales  were  open;  that  aboai  a  quvter  ei 
an  hour  previous  to  this,  informant  seeing  the 
prisoners  comtog  in  a  body  through  the  gate,  tim 
ustul  horn,  the  ai^ial  for  their  retiring  to  tbeic 
respective  pri«ene,had  been  UewD,aad«oiktinoed 
to  blow  aeady  ibe  wbo^  of  tbe  time. 

JOHN  MITCHOUU 

Sworn  before  me, 

Joa,  Whitbfobd,  Otroner, 

Ridtard  AnM,  one  of  the  turnkeys  of  tbe 
anson  of  wnr  at  Darlmoa^  on  hie  oath,  mith: 
ThatOB  the6ih  day  of  April  ioBiaat  ha  (thi*  ia*> 
£BnnH»)  waaahMhrnedat  the  lomr  gamin  the 
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anrkel  cqmre,  adjoioiDg  to  the  «nU  nt  the  mili- 
taxy  hospittl ;  thmt  jmt  before  icreD  oVloek  in 
tbe  eveninc  this  iofomuDt  west  on  the  pletforai 
li  the  froDt  of  the  getee  of  the  priran  leuing  into 
dw  market  eqaar^  when  he  saw  a  great  namber 
ef  priaoDen  betweea  the  iroa  railiag  and  the  mili- 
tary wall  which  separates  the  miUtarjr  wvf  from 
the  prison,  and  went  aod  reported  the  eircam- 
ataaee  to  Mr.  Miichell,  aad  from  theace  went  lo 
Mr.  Holmdeo,  the  clerk  of  (be  agent  at  the  prison, 
and  then  this  ioformaDt  reiuroed  towards  the 
lodge,  aod  there  met  Mr.  Holmden  with  a  guard, 
ana  be  went  into  the  prison  mtb  them  to  turn 
tfae  prisoners  from  between  the  railing  and  the 
wall,  and  this  informant  went  to  the  lower  gate 
agaia;  that,  jast  as  this  informant  got  to  the 
gate,  he  heard  a  scntiDcl  call  from  the  barrack 
yard  to  a  sentinel  on  the  plntfons  near  the  market 
a^nare,  that  tfae  prisoners  were  breaking  a  hole 
Anugh  the  barrack  wali|  and  daeiring  him  to 
•all  the  gaard;  that  this  mformant  immcdtateir 
want  to  tbe  west  gnard  and  called  them,  and 
when  tbe  guard  was  turned  oat  Captain  Short- 
hwd  came  ibrongh  the  lodge,  and  went  with  the 
gtntd  to  the  barrack  yard,  and  this  informant 
went  there  also,  after  having  called  the  north  and 
sooth  guard  to  be  in  readiness  if  they  were  want- 
•d}  that  on  coming  into  tbe  barraoa  yard  he  ob- 
served a  hole  in  the  wall  on  the  south  side  of  the 
eook  room,  large  enough  for  a  man  to  creep 
thr<ragb.  and  he  saw  a  great  number  of  prisoners 
thiotMh  tbe  hole  in  tbe  wall,  who  were  abusing 
the  soldiers  and  the  esptaio;  that  this  informant 
tton  returned  to  the  market  sqiur«,leaTingCap- 
MiB  Shortland  in  tbe  barrack  yaid,  and  the  horn 
was  then  sonnding  for  the  priaonen  to  turn' into 
their  reipeeiiT«  prisons,  when  ht  observed  a  Urge 
body  of  prisineia  collected  between  the  iron  rau- 
in  tbe  flwnt  of  the  prisons,  and  they  were  at- 
tempting 10  force  tbe  gates,  which  were  locked 
and  secured  by  an  iron  chain,  and  were  verv 
itotoos;  that  this  informant  went  away  to  call 
the  guard,  aod  met  Capuin  Shortland  at  tbe 
■PPcr  gate;  that  the  guard  was  outside  by  the 
guard  house,  drawn  out,  and  Captain  Shortland 
called  to  them  to  follow  him,  and  this  informant 
rMurned  with  him,  aod  by  ihts  time  the  prisoners 
had  forced  the  gate,  and  many  hundreds  had  as- 
sembled in  tbe  market  square;  that  Capuin 
Shortland  desired  the  soldiers  to  draw  op,  be 
steady,  aod  keep  their  ground,  and  the  soldiers 
fanned  jost  across  tbe  square;  that  this  inform- 
Mt  saw  Captaia  Shortland  go  op  in  front  of  the 
miliury,  and  baard  bim  desin  the  jpriwnan  to 
go  in,  or  otherwise  be  should  be  obliged  to  use 
means  which  be  should  be  very  sorry  for ;  that 
the  prisoners  were  very  riotous,  calling  out 
"  keeno,  keeno,"  several  umee,  and  advanrnd  in- 
stead of  retiring,  when  some  of  tbe  soldiers  came 
to  a  charge,  and  (bis  informant  made  the  best  of 
lus  way  to  get  in  their  rear,  aod  just  after  he  got 
in  tbe  rear  he  heard  a  single  musket,  and  soon 
•tier  he  heard  several  mnskeu  discharged,  but 
the  muskeu  were  at  first  elevated  so  high  that  he 
does  not  think  a  single  shot  touched  either  of  the 
fwonen,  and  then  he  ohservad  that  many  of  the 


prisonerv  had  got  a  gnat  way  la  the  frd,  when 
■ome  of  tbera  oalled  ont  Fire,  yoa  buggers,  yo« 
have  DO  shot  in  your  pieces  or  guns;**  wbaa  the 
military  ired  again,  aad  this  informant  heard  a 
cry  amount  the  prisoners,  and  almost  immedi* 
ately  he  beard  Cfapuin  Shortland  call  for  the 
turnkeys  to  help  the  wounded  away ;  that  this  in- 
formant saw  one  man  dead  in  the  gatewajr  of 
prison  No.  7,  and  saw  several  men  carried  Co- 
wards the  hospital  wonnded,  but  he  does  not 
know  any  of  them ;  that  thu  informant  did  not 
hear  any  person  give  orders  to  fire ;  that  he  vns 
near  to  Captain  Shm-tlaod  when  tbe  firing  hnt 
began,  and,  if  Captain  Shortland,  had  given  any  I 
orders  to  fire,  he  thinks  be  must  have  heard  than;  j 
that  between  the  first  discharge  and  the  seeond  ' 
the  prisoners  bad  retreated  from  the  market 
sqimre  towards  the  prison,  bnt  had  made  a  acaad 
when  tbe  second  firing  commenced ;  thnt  he  did 
not  see  the  pHaoners  nrmed  with  any  offioaive 
weapons,  nor  did  he  aee  them  throw  any  stona* 
at  the  military ;  that  the  same  eveoiog,  aAer  the 
prisoners  were  locked  op,  he  went  into  the  priaoa 
yard,  and  saw  several  places  in  the  wall  where 
the  stones  bad  been  taken  out,  but  there  was  oniy 
one  hole  entirely  through  the  wall. 

RICHARD  ARNOLD. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Joseph  Whiitepobd^  Qavner. 

Stepkat  Ball,  one  of  tbe  turnkeys  at  tbe  prteos 
of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on  fai>  oath,  saith :  That  oa 
the  6th  day  of  April  instant,  about  a  quarter  be- 
fore seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  he  went  into 
the  market  sqnare,  and  went  to  uie  lower  gale, 
whan  he  saw  some  of  (be  prisonara  come  over  ia 
a  body  from  tbe  wall  whiob  eepantes  the  banack 
yard  from  the  prison,  aod  they  came  to  the  gate 
next  to  the  hoirpiial,  and  forced  the  gate  opeo, 
and  went  up  towards  the  market  sqnare;  that 
(his  iaformant  was  close  by  Ca|itaia  Shortland  in 
the  square,  and  heard  the  captain  desire  them  to 
go  back,  hot  the^  said  they^  would  not;  that  there 
were  some  soldiers  at  this  time  formed  ia  the 
market  square,  and  when  tbe  prisoners  refused  to 
retire  they  came  to  a  cbarre,  and  then  this  in- 
formant went  to  (he  rear,  when  he  heard  a  sii^ 
musket  fire;  and  at  this  time  he  bad  not  heud 
any  person  give  orders  to  fire,  nor  did  be  hmr 
any  such  orders  given  afterwards ;  that  after  the 
musket  was  fired  he  went  towards  the  lodge,  aad 
heard  several  musktis  fired,  and  shortly  aher  he 
heard  the  captain  call  for  tbe  tornkeys  to  briag 
ap  the  wounded,  when  this  infomaot  want  down 
and  assisted  in  takiag  up  two  wounded  men,  ona 
of  them  in  the  market  aqnare  and  the  othec  u 
tbe  prison,  and  he  also  picked  up  one  nan  imA 
ia  the  market  oqoare,  but  he  does  not  know  the 
man;  that  when  this  informant  saw  the  prison 
ers  coming  across  the  yard  towards  the  gate,  th^ 
were  behaving  in  a  very  riotous  manner,  aod  tUi 
informant  observed  that  they  had  some  iron  bsf^ 
and  he  thinks  that  three  of  the  men  had  an  iien 
bar  each  ;  that  he  did  not  see  either  of  tbe  own 
attempt  to  strike  with  them,  aad  he  did  aot  sea 
either  of  the  prisoners  throw  anythiog  tawatdc 
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the  mititarr ;  that  this  Informant  heard  the  alarm 
bell  rinr  jait  hefore  be  mw  the  prisooers  corae 
across  tlie  prison  and  force  the  gate ;  that  after 
they  bad  forced  the  gate  this  ioformant  persoaded 
the  prtaoDcr*  to  go  back,  but  they  refased  to  do 
•o;  tbai  they  made  do  eomplaints  whatever  in 
khtt  iDformint't  hcariogj  that  on  the  7th  day  of 
April  inatant,  be  ms  at  tbe  lower  sate,  when  he 
beard  some  persons  who  were  wafklDg  between 
tbe  railing,  and  they  were  talking  about  a  black 
man  that  was  killed ;  and  (his  informant  beard 
the  prisoners  say,  if  tbe  black  man  had  not  been  ' 
killed  he  would  hare  killed  Captain  Sbortland, 
mnd  that  be  had  a  knife  in  bis  poieket  prepared  to 
stab  him ;  [hat  there  was  oo  person  present  with  : 
this  informant  at  the  time  be  heard  this  conrer- 
satioo,  and  he  doea  not  know  tbe  prisoners  who 
were  talking  together. 

STEPHEN  HALL. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Joseph  WHiTBFORb,  Cormur. 

Riehard  Ctphu*,  an  American  prisoner  of  war, 
on  bis  oath,  saith:  That  be  hatb  this  day  seen 
the  bodiei  of  several  men  lying  dead  at  the  dead- 
bouse  in  tbe  hospital  at  Dartmoor,  and  amongst 
them  he  saw  the  body  of  John  Haywood,  a  black 
man ;  that  John  Haywood  was  in  prison  No.  4, 
with  this  informant,  and  on  Thursday  last,  about 
half  past  fire  in  tbe  evening,  he  went  lo  tbe  priry 
adjoining  to  priton  No.  4,  and  had  not  been  there 
ahoTe  a  few  minutes  when  he  beard  a  firing  of 
musketry  as  from  the  market  square  and  tbe 
vamparla  aronad  tbe  prison ;  that  at  first  there 
was  a  uogle  masket  which  he  heard  Ibe  report 
of,  and  immediately  aHar  several  volleys  were 
fired ;  that  about  six  o'clock  he  came  out  of  tbe 
privy  and  then  saw  John  Haywood  going  down 
to  go  out  of  the  prison,  and  asked  bim  where  be 
was  going}  he  said  be  was  going  out  to  see  what 
the  firing  was  about,  and  parted  from  this  io- 
formant; that  this  informant  west  back  to  tbe 
privy,  and  about  ten  minutes  after  he  heard  that 
Haywood  was  dead,  but  did  not  see  btm  till  this 
day )  that  this  informant  was  not  out  in  tbe  prison 
yard  from  four  o'clock  in  tbe  afternoon  of  tbe  6th 
dav  of  April  instant  until  the  following  day  about 
half  past  eight  in  tbe  morning. 

RICHARD  CBPlfuS,  bis  X  mark. 

Sworn  before  m^ 

Joaipa  WHiTBPoaD,  Coroner. 

Qtorge  MagraH^  surgeon  at  the  hospital  at  the 
prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on  his  oath,  saith: 
That,  on  the  6tb  day  of  April  instant,  about  ten 
minutes  before  seven  o'clock  in  tbe  evening, 
whilst  sitting  in  bis  own  house,  he  beard  the 
alann  bell  ring  on  the  ouuide  of  the  prison,  and 
immediately  ran  out,  and.  on  arriving  at  that 
part  of  tbe  military  way  which  fronta  the  mariiet 
ttpitre,  be  saw  a  line  of  soldiers  drawn  op  on  the 
outaide  of  tbe  square  fronting  the  outer  gale ; 
that,  on  looking  into  the  square,  be  observed  a 
considerable  body  of  the  prisoners  advancing  up 
tbe  square,  and,  having  understood  that  the  pris- 
oners were  breaking  out,  this  informant,  with  as 
mneh  luuce  ai  be  coidd,  advauad  toward*  ibmn ; 


as  soon  as  this  ioformant  got  amoagat  tham,  he 
be^an  to  exhort  them  to  return  quietly  into  tbe 
prison,  and  told  them  that  be  feared  any  attempt 
of  that  kind  (meaning  an  attempt  to  escape) 
woold  be  attended  with  serious  eoaseqneaecs; 
that  many  of  the  prisoners  told  this  informant 
that  they  were  kept  an  unnoeeasary  laagth  of 
time  in  prison  afker  they  considered  tbemselvea 
as  free,  or  some  words  to  that  effect ;  that  this 
informant  observed  to  them  that  their  detentioa 
appeared  to  be  entirely  tbe  fault  of  tbeir  own 
agent,  Mr.  Beasley ;  and  several  of  those  whom 
this  informant  bad  addressed,  appearing  to  be  se»> 
sible  of  tbe  troth  of  what  this  informant  had  ad>- 
vanced,  went  back  and  retired  towards  the  gate 
leading^  into  tbe  prison  from  tbe  market  square  j 
that  this  informant  continued  to  address  himself 
to  others,  and,  whilst  expf»tnlatiog  with  them, 
this  informant  saw  tbe  soldiers  march  down  the 
square  and  form  in  a  line  fronting  the  prisoners^ 
about  the  middle  of  the  square,  and,  during  this 
time,  greater  numbers  of  tbe  prisoners  were  pre»- 
aiog  up  throu^  tbe  gate;  and  whilst  ibis  ia* 
formant  was  suU  uaing  language  to  those  whom 
be  addreastd,  ealenlatra  to  induce  them  to  retom 
itttoj>risoo,  he  beard  a  voice  (but  whoee  it  waa 
this  informant  did  not  know)  ordering  the  soldiem 
to  cba^ ;  that,  at  this  timo,  Capttin  Shorilaod 
was  near  to  this  informant  and  be  appeared  to 
be  employing  the  same  means  as  be  (this  la* 
formant)  was  to  induce  tbe  prisoners  to  reiora  lo 
the  prison ;  that,  on  bearing  tbe  word  **  obargt" 
given,  be  looked  round,  (for  bis  back  was  then  lo 
tbe  soldiers,  and  bis  face  towards  tbe  prison,)  and 
found  himself  oo  the  point  of  the  soldiers'  bayo* 
aeu,  who  were  close  to  bim;  that  be  (this  in- 
formant) was  driven  a  considerable  way,  at  the 
poiot  of  the  bayonet,  with  tbe  prlsonm,  wbeo  ha 
foand  it  neeeesary  to  make  some  attempt  to  ex- 
tricate hiuMelf,  and  aaeeaedcd  in  getttu  roubd 
tbe  left  wing,  iriiiab  rested  oo  the  waliwhieh 
separatea  th«  market  aqtmre  from  iha  bo^ita^ 
and,  whilst  this  informant  was  aadeavoriag  to 
get  round,  the  firing  commenced ;  at  first  be  baai4 
two  or  three  ronsltets,  hut  afterwards  the  di»> 
charges  beeame  more  freqneni^  and  aloual 
amounted  to  a  volley ;  that  as  soon  as  thi*  i»- 
formaot  had  eztrteaiod  himself,  beiay  apprebei^ 
aive  that  bis  assisunee  might  be  requirod,  in  eaa^ 
acqaeace  of  tbe  firing,  he  went  to  make  prepam^ 
tion  for  tbe  purpose }  that  this  informant  went  la 
his  own  bouse  and  carried  some  instrnmencs  «o 
the  receiving  room  of  tlw  hospital,  where  be 
awaited  the  arrival  of  some  wounded  men,  bul 
he  did  not  see  any  of  those  who  were  killed  oa 
llie  spot  until  this  morning ;  that  this  iaformant 
has  this  day  examined  the  body  of  a  blaek  aiaa, 
stated  to  be  called  John  Haywood,  aad  feoad 
that  the  ball  bad  entered  a  little  pmterior  to  th« 
aeremien  of  tbe  left  shoulder}  passing  obliquely 
upwards,  it  made  iu  egress  about  the  middle  of 
toe  right  side  of  the  nsck,  and,  in  tbe  judgmeat 
of  this  informant,  he  died  of  that  wound,  wbieb 
appeared  to  have  been  infiieted  by  a  masket  ball} 
I  hat  this  informant,  at  tbe  time  the  order  waa 
girei  to  ehaJV0t         ^mxm  eooTersaiiM  widk 
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tbe  prnoBcrs,  mnd,  therefore,  oannot  Uke  upon 
liiBuelf  to  who  gaTe  tbi  or^,  bat  this  ia> 
fcmuM  iMBid  yo  panon  girc  aa  ord«r  to  fire ; 
Itai  there  wn  a  treat  deal  of  eeafostoa  amoag 
<fce  priwMiw^  and,  ihenfon,  bo  oanaot  ipe^  to 
the  ceoeml  oondiiBt  of  the  priaoaen ;  hot  ihoec 
10  moM  thia  inforawMt  apolBe  amared  diapOMd 
to  liitea  to  bin,  aad  fnaef  roeeded  towards  the 

En  amoDgat  those  with  whom  this  iaforaaat 
d  beea  eosreniiif ;  that  the  DombR  of  the 
yrisoaere  that  were  assembled  io  the  market 
•qoare  be  caooot  sajr,  or  ereo  folm  ao  ostimale, 
mt  there  was  a  ooasiderable  crowd  together,  and, 
daring  the  ttaae  this  infarHaDt  was  in  cooreraa- 
tion  with  the  mm,  they  were  presriDg  forward 
in  a  bodf ;  tim,  as  the  whole  of  this  mfonMnt's 
aMeotioD  was  eogrossed  with  a  lew  to  whom  this 
^iformaiii  addremd  hiaiidf,  he  cannot  take  upea 
kinwelfiogrTeoay  opinion  as  to  ifae  neoeesityof 
eaeroton;  hot  this  ioformaat  is  of  u^inioo  that 
the  prinHwrs  on^  not  ta  bare  beea  in  that  sit- 
Mtion  at  eo  late  aa  hoar  in  the  onning ;  that 
ttnie  waa  a  gnat  olamor  of  Toice,  and  a  general 
MWaur  aaoog  tfae^iioners.  hat  this  ioformaat 
did  not  obeenre  ihcm'  proceed  to  aajr  aott  of  vio- 
kace  before  be  oame  away ;  ibat,  after  he  came 
wmy,  aad  m  goiog  to  his  owa  hoose,  and  from 
thoMe  to  tbe  hoepiial,  be  heard  the  disgorge  of 
mashetrr ;  aod  this  iDfonnaot's  atteatfon  was  not 
Mtiaoted  to  it  above  two  or  three  minutes,  bat 
whether  it  -oontinacd  beyoad  that  time  he  eao- 
not  my. 

OBORQB  UAORATH. 

Bworn  before  me, 

JOBBPH  WarTEVOBD,  CoTotur. 

John  ^Mteme,  m  aitizen  of  the  Uniied  Stales 
•f  Aiaariea,  on  km  oalh,satth :  That  be  has  been 
«(  the  prison  oi  war  at  Darunoor  over  Moce  the 
SBthd^rof  S^tember  laai:  thai,  on  Tharsday 
last,  Ihf  Otfa  day  of  April  iastaa^  a  Utde  after 
^  o'dadc  in  Che  e* eatag,  he  was  at  the  aiore  in 
marhet  aqoare^  siaadiog  by  the  door,  and  the 
wagoa  with  the  bread  £or  tbe  priaomrs  was  partly 
■aladeo,  when  this  ioformaat  heard  some  pereoa 
aaUciOg  iood  at  tbe  gate  at  the  opper  end,  aad 
w«ai  avoisnd  the  wagoo  to  see  woo  it  was,  ud 
mw  Gaptain  Sbortland  adraneing  iato  the  yard, 
aad  he  ma  giviog  his  m-den  to  the  tnrabeys  at 
the  lodge  in  a  loud  Toioc ;  and  Riehard  Araold 
a|ioke  to  bim,  and  told  him  something  aboat  the 
•wall,  when  Gaptain  Shortlaad  said,  "Dama  yoa, 
why  did  not  yon  tell  aac  about  it  before  ?  ring  the 
hell ;  eati  the  guards  oat  :**  that  the  guard  imme- 
dimdy  bUowed  Captain  Sbortland  into  the  yard, 
vten  ha  ordered  them  to  form  acrosi  the  yard, 
ahaat  two-thirds  of  the  way  doarn ;  that  ibsre 
iMre  not  eoUien  cnoagh  to  stretch  aoron  the 
yard,  awd  they  formed  with  their  right  on  tbe 
iotttbera  waUileanagsomedistaoee  betweea  their 
kft  aad  the  northern  wall:  that  Capmin  Shortlanid 
need  some  harsh  expreeaiou  to  the  guard,and  bade 
them  form  on  the  oorthera  wall,  for  that  was  the 
place  where  the  prisoners  were  coming ;  and  jast 
•a  Captain  Sbortland  gare  the  orders,  this  inform- 
ant aaw  the  priaonan  force  the  g«te  No.  1,  whhth 


adjeiaa  the  hospital  wall;  and  before  this  iSmt 
thu  infwmaat  had  aac  seen  «  single  prisoaerw 
the  market  eaaue,  enwpt  thoae  who  wcreem* 
ployadwith  Urn:  thMthaneoakI  mc  1iftr«beih 
a  body  of  aaen  » the  aqaare  withoot  the  wSom- 
mOa  eecMg  tUnaXf  at  «t  this  Ume  he  «aa  «■  the 
Mens,  at  die  store,  which  iaaboat  ten  feel  iiigh, 
and  commaads  a  complete  Tiow  of  the  tomn; 
lh*x,  after  the  prisoiMfs  hiad  advaaeed  la  i£e  A- 
laaoe  of  between  tweaty-fire  and  tUttf  faaC 
Captain  Sbortland  dienwdered  the  meo  toehaice 
■poo  theoi,  and  th«  eddiers  charged  opoa  we 
prisoaefs,  when  they  retreated  iato  the  yud,  kvr- 
mg  one  nmn  bebiad,  who  appeared  to  tbisisfom- 
ant  to  have  fallen  down,  aM  a  soldier  wae  siiAd- 
iog  over  bim  with  a  bayonet,  threatemog  «>  stab 
Um  if  he  did  oot  get  up;  and  the  man  on  the 
ground  appeared  to  be  drank,  bcu  this  laforaaanc 
could  not  bear  whftt  ha  said ;  that,  after  the  pris- 
oners had  retreated  within  the  prison,  ibis  tatana- 
ant  saw  an  offiear  put  lua  hand  to  thefaia  which 
opened  against  the  hospital  wall,  as  this  inforiD- 
ant  thought  to  •hnttbegate ;  bvt  instead  of  abat- 
ting  it  he  retreated  to  the  soldiers,  at  a  Jittle  dfa- 
tance  firom  the  gate,  when  he  heanl  an  order 

?[iTen  to  fire  by  Gapnin  Sbortland,  as  the  in- 
drmaot  saprKMed,  for  he  waa  foekiof  direetir  at 
him;  that  tbe  order  was  net  iaatMnux  eotapfied 
with  as  sooD  as  a  musket  mJgfi  t  bare  been  fired ;  bat 
in  a  few  seconds  a  musket  fired  bv  a  person  at 
the  right  of  Captain  Bboriland,  a  few  paces  ia 
ad  ranee  of  tbe  others,  and  immediately  after  two 
muskets  were  fired  to  tbe  left  of  Captain  Shorc- 
Uod,  by  the  hospital  wall,  after  that  there  was  a, 
general  discharge;  and  immediately  after  the 

Senerat  discharge  a  party  of  soldiers  marched  to 
To.  1  yard,  through  tbe  gat^  and  fired  a  ToHey, 
aod  then  wheeled  about  and  retamed  iaia  the 
square ;  and  after  thesotdiers  had  retamed  inro  tbe 
square,  and  formed  into  a  line,  the  officer  ofdered 
;  them  to  flr^  aod  ImmediatMy  the  whde  tin* 
across  the  sqoare  fired  iato  the  yan! ;  after  wUeh 
the  line  broke  op  and  adraoced  into  the  yard, 
and  this  informant  could  not  see  aayfurtber,  Int 
he  heard  the  report  of  guns  in  the  yard ;  that,  i 
soon  after,  this  informant  saw  a  prisoner  ctHDing 
oat  of  the  yard,  bringing  a  piisoirer  on  his  bad^ 
and  a  corporal  or  sergeant  spoke  to  tbe  man, 
abosed  him, called  hima  eowardj«ad  said,  ''this 
comes  of  your  keeno :"  that  this  lafoniiant  sp^ 
to  tbe  sergeant  Or  corporal,  and  abased  him  for 
haviaff  spoken  «e  to  the  wouMled  Man  {  bat  by 
the  advice  of  Mr.  John  Arnold  he  went  into  the 
•tore,  and  remained  there  all  niglH :  thai,  aboot 
forty  minutes,  or  forty-tire,  before  he  saw  Gap- 
tain Sbortland,  he  was  in  No.  7  prieoa  yard,  hm 
he  did  not  perceire  there  was  anything  the  mal- 
ter !  there  was  a  gieaterowdMOBd  the  gMaUtog 
tables,  as  usual,  but  he  was  not  near  the  ptoef 
wheee  this  infornumt  has  aeon  the  holea  mendat 
ia  the  wall :  that  he  aaw  a  small  hale  !■  tke  will 
the  day  before,  about  six  or  seren  inches  In  dcpit, 
and,  on  inquiring  what  it  was  done  for,  smo 
peraon  said  it  aras  done  to  make  quoits  m'lh: 
that  this  iaformaat  never  heard  itot  tht  Imia 
waa  made  for  boya  to  go  ovt  aftd  liMeh  tMi 
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all*.  And  this  infonnaBt  farthar  aaith  that  be 
id  not  ace  Dr.  Magntfa  ia  the  Mpiare  addraesiog 
he  prisonen,  mt  did  ba  aee  htm  either  go  in 
>r  onL 

JOHN  ODIOftNfi. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Job.  WamiroBD,  Carontr. 

Addison  Oohu*,  a  oitizen  o(  the  Uaited  State* 
4  Ametiea,  on  his  oath,  saith  :  That  on  Thtira- 
my,  tbe  6th  day  of  this  pieaeot  mooth  of  April, 
etween  the  hours  of  fire  and'six  o^clock  in  the 
veiling:,  be  was  at  ^e  lower  part  of  tbe  yard  of 
be  prisoo  No.  S,  and,  oikderstaDdio^  tbat  a  bole 
mi  been  broken  throagb  tbe  wall  lo  the  prison 
Ho.  7,  by  tbe  boys,  to  get  at  tbek  balls,  be  was 
[oiag  to  see  it ;  a»d  iieariBg  tbe  alar»>bell  rung, 
le  wcat  into  Uie  market  square,  baviag  found 
;ba  ga«e  open,  and  there  were  lUiom  a  dostn 
>risoa«r9in  the  square,  and  a  great  many  more 
roU«wed  after  him ;  he  ww  goiiw  op  to  see  wbat 
■Me  ftlatm<beU  was  nug  for,  wbeo  he  saw  the 
;roopa  cniering  tbe  oatergate  of  «he  sqture,  and 
Captain  Shortland  was  with  them :  tbat,  as  the 
taoope  eane  throogh  the  gale,  they  were  paraded 
ftCMMs  tbe  square ;  and  this  informant  saw  Dr. 
Magffath  ai  the  left  of  the  troops,  talking  to  abont 
a  <Us«i  of  the  prisoners,  adfising  them  to  go 
Aown  to  tbe  prisoo  quietly;  and  some  «f  them 
torard  and  want  towards  the  gate,  but  others 
were  talking  with  him  still :  that  at  this  time 
tfaere  was  a  eoosiderable  body  of  prisooen  in  the 
nar :  that  Captain  Shortland  was  in  front  of  the 
troops,  and  about  the  middle  of  them,  sveeking 
to  one  aaao,  who  vented  to  say  semetning  to 
him;  but  it  appeared  that  the  captain  wootd 
hare  no  ceorenatioa  with  him,  and  poshed  him 
from  him  cwioe,whm  the  man  toroM  abont  and 
wae  goi^  down  stowly :  that  the  captain  then 
inmed  ronul  and  ordered  the  ttoofa  to  charge 
4«ir  bayonet^  twiee ;  tet  4b«y  did  not  do  so 
nntil  they  were  ocdered  by  one  of  their  own  offi- 
cers, and  tbcn  the  troi^s  charged  their  bayonets 
and  the  prisoners  were  feroed  on  belbre  them, 
and  Dr.  Magrath,  being  in  front,  stepped  In  be- 
tween two  McyoiMts,  and  got  to  rear:  that 
this  iolermaat  etepped  aside,  and  got  between 
two  sentry  boics,  and  the  troops  passed  him; 
aad  by  this  time  tbe  prisoners  were  foroed  to  the 
gate,  had  got  iimde  the  pri90B,and  shot  tbe  gate 
after  ibcm;  bat  Captain  Sbonland,  who  was  in 
flroal  of  the  troops,  sfaoftd  the  gale  open,  and 
this  nfimnaat,  thinkii^  it  was  a  good  opportu- 
nity for  him  to  get  in.  poshed  on  between  two 
men,  and  then  saw  that  Captain  Shortland  bad 
bold  of  a  musket,  aikd  immediately  tbat  mosket 
was  disabar(;ed ;  hot  whether  Captain  Shoritaod 
polled  tbe  n^fgu  or  not,  this  informant  does  not 
knowt  and  immediatelr  after,  there  was  firing  at 
tb«  left :  that  Captain  Shortland  bad  ordered  the 
treopB  to  Are  before  be  took  hold  of  tbe  mosket, 
hot  he  was  not  obeyed,  and  then  took  hold  of  tbe 
mosket,  and  he  betieres  tbe  soldier  had  hold  of 
it  at  tbe  same  time :  that  just  after  tbe  firing  at ; 
tbe  left,  as  be  (this  informant)  was  passing  be- 
tween two  mea,  enoof  wbon  had  dieeimged  his 


madcet,  this  man  was  banliog  bis  ansket  taiek 
10  stab  Ibis  infommnt,  and  before  he  drew  ilpast 
this  informant,  he  (tfau  infornaant)  aasfaippeddM 
bayonet  and  thmw  it  on  the  cronad,  and  thni 
pasbed  off  the  bayonet  on  the  left  vnA  biaara^ 
aad  got  in  rottnd  tbe  gate,  when  the  soldiers  ii»> 
mediately  fired  another  T0«ad,  SBd  hesawaanaA 
fall :  that  this  informant  stepped  a  few  nunalee, 
aad  tbe  soldiers  fired  sflTarai  rotmds,  and  this 
informant  went  roimd  tbe  prison  Ho.  1,  to  tlw 
prison  No.  3,  and  tbe  soldiers  were  firing  ftom 
the  walls  up  the  pnsoa :  that  this  infbrmaat  got 
in«)  the  pnson  No.  3,  when  two  Tounds  wem 
fired  into  the  prison  door,  which  hilled  one  man 
and  wounded  another  ;  but  who  it  was  that  was 
killed  be  does  not  know :  that  dsreetly  after  this 
the  prison  doocs  wereshni,aad  he  heard  notaore 
ef  it :  tbat  be  cannot  say  what  was  doing  ia  the 
yard  of  prison  Na  7,aB  be  was  not  there;  bntthe 

Srieoaers  ia  the  yard  of  prison  No,  3  were  wallt- 
ig  the  yard  quietly,  it  being  jnst  before  tbe  time 
oiinndag  in  wbeo  he  beard  the  alarm-balL  • 
ADDiaOM  HOLBUIS. 

8wwn  before  me, 

Jen.  WatTn'MD,  Cbivmr. 

Mm  Arnold,  steward  of  tbe  prisoacn  ia  hoalih 
at  tbe  prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on  his  ea«b, 
saith:  That  on  Thursday,  the  8th  day  ef  April 
instant,  about  seven  o'cl<Kk  in  tbe  eveoiag,  be 
was  at  the  door  of  the  contractor^  store  ia  the 
ourket  square,  receiTin^  bread  from  a  wagon  inM 
the  store,  and  John  Odiorne,  an  American  pris- 
oner, was  with  him,  when  sud^ly  he  heard  a 
great  noise  at  the  bottom  of  the  square,  and  some 
persons  were  saying  that  the  prisoners  were  pull- 
log  dowo  tbe  baruck  wait,  and  the  soldiers  were 
running  through  tbe  military  wwy,  as  tbis  im- 
fonaant  supposed,  to  get  their  arms ;  and  nlvoel 
immediately  after  tfaa  alarm-bell  was  mog,  aad 
the  drums  beat  to  -annn  and  the  bone  soanded  ; 
that,  soon  after,  tbis  informant  saw  a  great  bodf 
of  priaoaers  between  tbe  railing  and  tbe  narnt 
oqoare,  and  some  prlsonefs  ware  ia  tbe  marlmt 
sqonre;  tbat  jiist  about  thie  time,  he  (thb  in* 
formaot)  mwDr.  Magrath  aad  Mr.  HoFarlainej 
the  surgeons,  go  down  tbe  marlret  square,  and, 
just  after,  Capiain  Shortland  also  came  into  the 
market  square,  and  tbe  soldiers  marched  in  with 
their  officers;  that  tbis  informant  oidered  the 
wa^on  away,  not  thinking  it  safe  to  let  it  re- 
maw,  as  the  prisoaere  were  at  this  time  rerf  ri- 
otous; aad  just  as  this  informant  had  ordered  th« 
wagon  away,  tbe  fnisoners  burst  open  fhegate 
next  tbe  hospttatand  rushed  in  the  market  squlrre, 
ia  a  very  large  body,  aad  at  this  time  the  outer 
gates  were  alt  opra  to  permit  the  wagon  to  pass; 
and  this  inftn-mant  bettered,  at  the  lime,  tbat  the 
prisoners,  takti^  adrantage  of  theeitonmstaoee, 
were  eadeavoring  to  effect  their  escape ;  that  tbe 
soldiers  were  formed  across  tbe  square,  and  tha 
prisoners  had  advaneed  in  a  body,  in  a  riotons 
manner,  calling  out "  keeoo,"  close  to  the  soldiersj 
within  musket  length,  or  thereabout,  when  tbe 
soldiem  immediatefy  charged  upon  the  prtsonera^ 
bat  this  informant  did  not  hear  aaj-  older  to 
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flkirge  citcb,  «ad  thii  ialbmiui  thinki  tkat, 
from  ibe  noise  Bude  bf  the  pmoacn,  it  wm  im- 
poniUc  to  krar  maj  wm  of  command ;  thmt  ifae 
loldiert  droTC  the  prisooeri  at  the  point  of  their 
kajroneu  within  the  gates  of  the  priioo,  where- 
vpoD  the  prisoners  toroed  their  faces  towards  the 
Budiers,  still  cootioaing  assembled  together  in  a 
large  body,  and  began  to  throw  stones  at  the  sol- 
diers, and,  from  the  appearance  of  the  size  of  the 
stones,  he  (this  informant)  has  no  doubt  bat  that 
■ome  of  them  were  fire  or  six  pounds  in  weight ; 
that  the  prisoners  threw  a  great  number  of  stonei!, 
and  coBtiDoed  doing  so  for  about  two  minutes, 
when  this  iaforraantaaw  one  of  the  modceu  fiom 
the  loldicn  discharged  towards  the  prison  yard, 
Md  wiihinamiaaicaAerwardsbe  saw  the  whole 
ptrty  fira  their  mnakets,  and  it  appeared  to  this 
islbrnant  that  the  moskeit  were  elcTated  above 
the  ptlsonars;  that  there  was  a  lai^e  body  of  the 
prSioaen  assembled  in  the  three  yards  in  front  of 
the  gate,  and  stones  were  throwing  in  all  di- 
reetions  towards  the  military,  when  this  inform- 
ant saw  the  soldiers  iGre  tbeir  muokets  towards 
the  prisoners,  and,  about  this  time,  be  saw  Dr. 
Uagrath  and  Mr.  McFarlaoe  run  op  the  market 
square,  and  soon  after  be  saw  a  man  brought  up 
wounded }  that  this  informant  was  standing  on 
the  steps  of  the  store  all  the  time  before  alluded 
to,  and  could  distinctly  seewbat  waspai-sing,  ez- 
-ecpt  when  the  soldiers  were  ioToIved  in  tbe 
amoke;  thai  Odiorne  and  six  or  seTea  American 
prisoners  were  standing  on  the  steps  of  tbe  store, 
and  thejp  all  saw  the  prisoners  throwiiig  stones  at 
the  soldicfs;  and  this  Informant  remarked  to 
them,  that,  u  the  prisoners  continued  to  assault 
th«  soldiers  so,  some  of  them  would  be  shot  j  that 
Ihia  informant  never  heard  Captain  Shortlnnd 
ipve  any  directions  to  tbe  soldiers  to  fire,  and  he 
was  so  near  to  Odiorne  that  if  orders  had  been 

J;iTea  which  he  might  have  heard,  he  (this  tn- 
ormanij  must  haVe  heard  alHO.  as  he  has  as 
auiek  an  ear  as  most  people;  and  this  informant 
further  saiih,  that  the  firing  was  very  irregular, 
and  it  did  not  seem  like  firing  in  obedience  to 
orders}  and  this  informant  further  saiib,  that  it 
appeared  to  him  tbe  soldiers  were  in  danger  from 
toe  stones  thrown  at  them  by  tbe  prisoners. 

/OHN  ARNOLD. 

Bworn  before  me, 

Jos.  Wbitefobd,  Coroner. 

WiUiam  Gifford,  a  private  soldier  in  His  Ma- 
jesty's first  iwiment  of  Somerset  militia,  on  bis 
oath,saith:  That  on  Thursday,  tbe  6tb  day  of 
this  preseat  month  of  April,  about  half-past  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  he  (this  informant)  was 
posted  as  sentinel  in  the  market  place,  at  the  gate 
adjoining  tbe  bMpiial  wait;  that  about  half  an 
hour  after  ibis  ioformaot  bad  been  posted,  he 
heard  ihe  prisoners  huzzaing  in  the  yard  of 
prison  Mo.  7,  and  soon  after  ihe  west  guard,  to 
which  this  informaot  belonged,  was  called  for; 
Uiai  this  informant  then  saw  a  prisoner  come 
from  No.  7  yard,  with  an  iron  bar  in  bis  band, 
ud  a  great  number  of  prtsooera  were  following 
hifflf  and  the  prisoiter  who  had  the  bar  broke  the 


lock  of  the  gate,  where  this  informant  was  seati- 
ng, with  it,  and  the  prisoners  roshcd  oat  as  tut 
as  they  eonU  comb  crying  wt "  keeu  ^  whm- 
npon  tbe  alarm-bell  was  rong,  aad  part  of  the 
north  gnard  came  into  the  market  sqoaic,  aari 
Captain  Shoriland  was  with  them ;  timt  the  sol- 
diers formed  on  the  left  side,  where  tbe  crowd  of 
prisoners  was  forcing  up,  there  not  bei&g  eaoi^ 
to  form  across  the  yard ;  that  Captain  Shorfiaad 
spoke  10  tbe  prisoners  and  ordered  them  back, 
but  they  did  not  gos  and  at  this  time  tiiey  were 
so  close  to  tbe  miuiary  that  theycoold  be  touched 
by  the  bayonet;  that  Captain  Shortlnnd  ordered 
the  soldien  to  cba^  which  ihey  did,  and  forced 
the  prifooers  almost  lo  the  prison  gnie,  bat  they 
would  not  go  into  the  prison  yard,  and  stood  fast 
at  tbe  gate ;  that  the  |Mis<neB  then  beipu  to 
throw  stones  at  the  st^dieia,  and  thia  iiifinmnal 
Mw  Bev«ml  of  tbe  men^  caps  knoeked  off  with 
the  stones  j  that  the  prisoners  were  verf  rtotoo^ 
hozxaiag  and  throwing  a  great  number  oTstoaes 
or  bricks  at  the  soldiery  when  this  inlbrmane 
heard  the  word  "fire"  given  by  some  person,  bat 
whom  he  does  not  know;  that  this  informant 
immediately  heard  a  discharge  of  m's^uy,  and 
saw  that  tbe  muskets  were  presented  in  the  air ; 
that  the  prisoners  still  eontinned  btm^ime  and 
throwing  stones  at  tbe  military,  when  the  a^ivis 
b^o  to  fire  towards  the  prisoae/s,  and  this  io- 
formant  afterwards  saw  tm  men,  like  prieoaere, 
lying  in  the  market  plaee  apparently  dead,  one 
on  the  right  aide  of  tbe  guara,  and  the  other  on 
the  left ;  tbat  the  soldien  then  went  into  the  dif- 
ferent prison  yards  to  tura  the  priaoners  ia,  and 
Ibis  informaat  heard  some  firing  in  the  ynrte; 
that  Major  JoIIiff  bad  tbe  eomirand  of  the  fine 
Bmnerset  regiment  of  militia,  bnt  he  was  not 
present  when  the  first  firing  commenecd;  and 
this  informant  further  saith,  that  the  atonm 
thrown  at  tbe  soldiers  were  la^  eoosgh  to  hare 
killed  some  of  them,  and  the  stones  were  thrown 
so  thick  tbat  it  appeared  to  this  inforwant  the 
soldiers  were  in  grmt  danger ;  that  tfau  informant 
did  not  dischai^  hia  musket  at  all ;  that  this  in- 
formant was  near  to  Captain  ShortlaDd  when  the 
prisooers  were  forced  to  the  prison  gate,  aad  he 
never  saw  Captain  Shortland  with  a  musket  ta 
his  hand|  ar  attempt  to  take  a  masket ;  if  he  bai^ 
he  (this  laformani)  thinks  that  it  waa  imposaiUe 
for  him  not  lo  have  seen  it ;  that  ha  nnrer  hcacd 
Captain  Shortland  give  any  ordei*  to  fire,  and 
this  informant  waa  so  near  to  ham  tlwt  he  laiaks 
be  must  have  heard  him  if  he  had  girea  any 
such  orders ;  tbat  whilst  the  prisoaera  were  hux- 
zaing,  many  continued  calliag  out  **roaider  th« 
rascal,"  by  which  this  informant  nadentood  they 
meant  Capuin  Shortland — and  this  was  befott 
any  firing  took  place ;  and  this  informaat  farther 
saith,  that  he  did  not  bear  or  see  a  mitskec  dis- 
charged on  the  evening  of  the  6th  day  of  kfA 
iosiaot  before  the  pnaoaers  b«gan  to  throv 
stones. 

WH.  GIFf^>RD,hisXimft. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  Wbitbkwo,  Omnsr. 
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Javm  ChWr  &  prime  soldier  io  ihe  first  re- 
giment of  Somerset  militia,  ob  hit  oath,  «ailb: 
Tttai  he  was  placed  as  seotinel  io  tbe  barrack 
rard  at  Dartmoor  prison,  oa  the  6tb  day  of  April 
lostaot,  fti^  wae  jreUeved  by  Thomas  Edwards 
at  faalf-past  six  o'clock  in  theereaiDg;  that  about 
five  o'clock  in  the  evwing  a  ball  was  throwa 
orer  ibe  wall  close  by  the  old  cook  room,  which 
is  now  the  armoret's  shop,  aod  the  Hoidm  was 
tb«re  at  tbedo«r  at  the  tim^  ud  heeaughtap 
^Ml  ftDd  threw  it orarthewall  ioto  tbtpiiKm 
again;  tbat  this  Mfornaat  saw  no  other  btU 
wlitUt  he  waa  on  sentry,  aod  oo  pevaaa  ii4iatmr 
eaUed  lo  this  inforoMttC  to  throw  OTOr  any  bMI$ 
that  jast  at  the  tlae  the  armorer  was  awrat  to 
ikrow  the  ball  over,  seme  persoa  from  tbe  prison 
called  oat  "  tbrow  tbe  ball  over,"  bat  after  tbe 
was  thrown  over,  this  iaformam  beard  oo 
farther  call ;  that  wttilst  this  informaot  remained 
jn  sentry,  be  did  not  hear  any  attack  opon  tbe 
wall,  and  saw  no  breach  whatever  therein. 

JAMBS  QR0VE8,  his  X  mark. 

8wora  before  me, 

Joa.  WHinroBD,  Onvner. 

JimvU  Spmoer  Warren^  a  eitiaen  of  the  Dai- 
tad  Sutes  of  Atneriea.  on  bis  oath,  saith :  That 
on  Thonday  laM,  the  Oih  day  of  April  Instant,  in 
the«vaBiag,  abont  half  an  hour  before  the  nsaal 
time  of  turning  in  the  prisoam,  he  heard  the 
idafni-bcll,  and  went  op  to  tbe  gate  <^  the  yard  of 
tke  prison  No.  1,  and  when  be  arrived  there  he 
saw  a  nombsr  of  prisoaers  in  the  market  square^ 
aad  a  namber  of  soMiers  were  in  tbe  square^  and 
Captain  Bbortlaod  was  at  the  bead  of  one  {wrty 
of  lham,  and  he  was  formiag  a  line  across  the 
yard,  which  after  he  had  done,  be  told  them  to 
charge ;  that  the  stddiers  did  ohar^  oe  tbe  pris- 
oaers, who  ran  baek  into  the  prison  yard,  aM 
Gaptain  ShortlaBd  aad  tbe  soMters  followed  them 
to  iho  gate,  aad  as  the  prisoners  got  inside  the 
nta  iMy  flang  one  of  them  to ;  that  Captain 
SlMtkiBd  ordered  one  of  the  soldiere  to  fire,  and 
iflMiKlialely  there  was  a  soMiar  with  bis  mashet 
taned  to  lha right,  and'CaptoiaShortlaad  eaogfat 
hold  of  the  musket  and  pointed  it  towarda  a  mau 
thai  stood  bv  the  gate*  aad  said  "  Qod  damn  yoo, 
fire;"  that  directly  after  ibis  a  fire  of  mnsketry 
became  ^oeral )  that  ttm  informant  went  throogb 
No.  I  prison  and  into  No.  3,  and  was  io  prison 
No.  3  when  the  s^diers  fired  ioto  th«  prisoa  Na 
3;  and  iltere  was  a  man  called  Smith,  aabipnata 
of  this  informant,  wounded,  aad  he  also  saw  a 
man  fait  on  the  inside  of  ibe  prison,  bat  whether 
he  was  killed  or  wounded  this  informant  «aAooi 
say ;  (bat  this  informant  did  not  see  any  of  tbe 
omceis  with  tbe  soldiers  when  Captain  Short- 
land  gare  tbe  order  to  fire ;  ibai  after  tbe  firing 
began  he  saw  some  stones,  be  bdieves  two  or 
three,  jihrown  by  tbe  prisoners  orer  tbe  wall  into 
the  a^uare— he  saw  one  of  them  abom  aa  big  aa 
US  fist }  that  this  infonnaat  did  not  observe  whe> 
{her  the  moakeis  were  eleraled  at  the  first  firiog, 
httt  he  did  not  see  any  man  fall,  and  thantfore  ha 
nnar^  to  soma  of  toa  pciaoiien  Uiat  ba  tbeoiht 
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ihey  were  blank  cartridges;  that  this  iaforflBanl 
was  not  io  the  yard  of  No.  7. 

DAVID  S.  WARREN. 

Sworn  before  me. 

Joa.  WaiTEFOBD,  Coroner. 

Jame»  Greenlaw,  a  eillseo  of  tbe  United  Slates 
of  America,  on  his  oath,  saith:  That  oo  Thurs- 
day, tbe  6tb  day  of  April  itistaat.  he  was  in  No. 
3  yard,  near  the  door  of  the  prison,  when  be 
heard  the  alarm  bell  ring;  that  he  went  from 
thence  towards  the  ratling,  at  tbe  eotraoce  into 
the  market  square,  and  saw  some  prisoners  lo  the 
market  square,  and  at  the  same  time  he  saw  tba 
troops  coming  throogh  the  market  gate,  with 
Captain  Shortland  at  their  bead,  and  saw  him 
form  tbe  men  io  one  line  eiiending  across  the 
square,  and  he  then  ordered  them  to  charge) 
whereupon  tbe  prisoners  retreated  iDtoiheprjsoa 
yard,  when  this  informant  beard  Caplata  Short- 
laod  gire  orders  for  the  soldiers  to  ore  upon  tba 

Srisoner»;  aod  thereupon  this  informant  ran  into 
[o.  4  yard  for  shelter,  aod  as  this  informal^ 
turned  to  go  back  again  be  saw  two  black  men, 
whom  be  did  not  know,  fall ;  that  as  soon  as  tbia 
informant  ibooght  the  firiog  had  ceased,  he  ran 
op  towards  the  grating  to  speak  to  Captain  Short' 
land^  and  asked  if  be  would  allow  him  to  spealt 
to  him,  when  Capuin  Shortland  said  "No,  yoa 
damned  rascal  I"  whereupon  two  soldier  officers 
put  their  swords  through  the  iron  railing  towards 
this  informant,  and  one  soldier  pricked  him  with 
bis  bayonet ;  that  this  ioformaai  then  reircatetf 
into  No.  3  yard,  aod  be  then  beard  two  distiod 
Tollera,  aod  the  soldiers  shortly  afterwards  came 
ioto  No.  3  yard,  wbea  he  retreated  into  No. 
prison,  aod  sat  down  inside  to  assist  in  dressing  a 
wounded  man,  and  a  momeai  after  this  be  heard 
two  distinct  rolleys  fired  ioto  the  prison,  whidl 
killed  oae  man  and  sevmly  wounded  another) 
that  this  informant  did  notsee  any  stones  thrown 
from  the  prison  into  the  square  until  the  firing 
bad  commenced,  anJ  then  he  saw  two  stone* 
thrown  over  tbe  wall  from  No.  4  prison;  tbM 
this  informant  was  not  in  No.  7  prison  yard. 

JAMBS  GftBRNLAW. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Joa.  WnTEFoao,  Cbtwwr. 

'nomoM  BurgetB  JUatf,  a  citizen  of  tba  United 
Slates  of  America,  on  bis  oath, saith:  That  ott 
the  6ib  day  of  April  instant,  ibis  informant  waa 
in  prison  No.  5,  when  some  persons  came  to  hia% 
as  being  one  of  the  committee  for  tbe  prisoner^ 
and,  in  consequence  of  tbe  information  the^  gmrc^ 
he  procured  soma  asstsiaooe,  and  was  going  ow 
of  the  door  of  ibe  prison  to  go  towards  a  w«U 
which  be  understood  some  men  and  boya  wera 
breaking,  to  prevent  it;  and  just  as  he  caiaa  to 
the  door  of  tbe  prison  he  heard  a  fire  of  mttske> 
try,  as  from  the  gateway  of  the  market  sfpar^ 
and  met  a  crowd  of  prisoouBrs  reoring  to  their 
prisons  apparently  in  great  eonfasion;  when 
most  01  the  people  had  passed,  be  met  a  man  b» 
tweco  No.  5  and  No.  6  prisons,  who  was  wounded 
and  bleeding  very  much,  and  the  man  leaned  ob 
this  iaformantf  and  be  was  ptoceediiig  to»«ida 
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the  gmiewftjr  to  take  bin  to  tbe  ni^eoD,  bat  tbe 
ftce  of  masketiT  ud  biUs  eame  so  ifaick  that  he 
■ivpped  fonrard  ■  step  or  two  lo  request  pennis- 
•km  to  take  the  woonaed  man  awtf,  bat  he  be- 
lierei  he  was  aot  heard:  that  he  then  toroed  to 
Ibe  baek  (rf*  No.  5  eook  hooie,  out  of  the  way  of 
the  fire,  where  several  otben  were  ttaadiBf,  and 
tbef  had  not  opened  a  fire  from  tbe  ramparts  of 
the  lower  waU  which  commanded  tbe  lower  door 
of  No.  5  prison;  bni  as  this  iDfornuDt  and  ihe 
others  tnrned  from  tbe  place  to  go  into  the  prison, 
a  fire  of  masketry  was  diseharffed  tomrds  tbe 
only  door  which  was  open  of  No.  5  prison,  and 
sfaorlly  after  this  iofonnaot  saw  two  men  in 
the  prison  dead,  but  be  does  not  know  tbeir 
names  himself,  or  where  they  were  kUled,  and  he 
mw  also  sevtral  others  wounded. 

TBOS.  a  MOTT. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Joa.  WBrrBroBO,  Cortmer. 

EnoA  Bunham,  a  citizen  of  tha  United  Staten 
OD  his  onth,8aith:  That  on  Thursday,  the  6tb 
day  of  April  instant,  about  half-past  six  o'clock 
in  the  ereoiog,  he  went  to  the  miliof  of  the 
market  place,  and  temaiaed  there  about  half  an 
kon^  when  he  saw  a  crowd  of  the  prisoners 
making  a  noise,  but  the  fHincipal  part  of  ihem 
were  yonogsteiB,  foil  of  mischief,  and  they  eame, 
■eme  of  them,  between  the  two  railings,  and  he 
saw  seven  or  eight  go  into  tbe  marut  square, 
Imt  there  was  no  great  body  there;  that  at  this 
time  be  saw  some  soldiers  come  down  the  square, 
and  Captain  Shortland  with  them,  and  tbe  sol- 
diers charged  upon  the  prisoners,  who  retreated 
into  No.  1  prison  yard,  without  makiog  any 
RsistSQce }  that  this  informaat  remained  at  the 
gate  wben  the  military  began  to  fire,  and  at 
this  time  there  was  no  crowd  of  prisooers  with- 
in the  gate— there  mi^t  have  been  forty  or  fifty 
bwb;  that  when  tbe  firing  commenced  he  re- 
treated into  the  prison  yard,  sod  lay  down  by  the 
wall,  and  the  pnsoners  who  were  about  the  gate 
also  retreated ;  that  this  informnnt  lay  by  tbe 
wall  about  five  or  seven  minatev,  when  ibis  in- 
forraaot  went  up  by  the  barrack  wall,  towards 
where  there  was  a  hole,  and  the  soldiers  then 
began  to  fire  from  the  rainparts  of  the  south 
wall,  when  he  went  to  No.  7  prison,  sod  got  as 
ht  as  the  steps,  wben  a  heavy  firing  again  com- 
menced from  tbe  wall,  and  this  informant  lay 
down,  to  save  his  life,  for  about  four  or  fire  min- 
utes, and  then  got  into  tbe  prison,  and  was  going 
through  to  go  to  his  own  prison,  and  had  got  to 
(be  steps,  when  the  firing  commenced  from  ibe 

Elatform  next  to  the  south  comer;  whereupon 
e  retreated  into  No.  7  again,  and  went  into  the 
north  end,  and  saw  one  prisoner  in  the  yard  who 
appeared  to  be  wounded,  and  he  ran  back  against 
tbe  wall,  and  he  saw  several  soldiers  raise  their 
mtiskets  and  fire  at  bim,  and  be  fell  immediately, 
but  this  informant  does  not  know  who  tbe  man 
was;  that  this  informant  saw  tbe  wounded  man 
liFt  up  bis  bands  towards  the  soldiers  before  they 
fired;  that  this  informant  did  not  see  any  stones 
thrown,  bat  he  heard  some  of  the  youn^ters 


speak  about  throwing  stones ;  that  he  £d  not 
bear  the  word  to  fire  given,  and  he  wma  oenr  the 
gratings ;  wben  the  mUitarr  fim  b^^an  to  fire 
ther  were  at  some  distance  from  the  zratlngs. 

'  ENOCH  BURNElIm. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  Warrironn,  Coroner. 

Bobtri  Solmde*,  first  clerk  to  CapCaia  Short- 
land  at  Che  prison  of  war  at  Dartasoor,  en  him 
oath,  saiih :  That  on  Thonday,  tha  Gch  day  of 
April  insunt,  Richard  Arnold,  the  torwkey,  ra- 
poitcd  lo  this  informant  tjiat  tbe  pnsoDCts  had 
got  over  the  iron  railiu,  near  the  aosUi  gmnti ; 
iriiefeopoD  he  (this  inionBanl)  wut  to  mm  «fle« 
on  the  nmparia,  and  from  him  ondaatood  dial  n 
gurd  was  goi^E  in  to  tarn  them  oat,  and,  om  le- 
tornittg  to  the  entrance  gate,  he  met  the  nnd 
going  down ;  that  there  was  also  a  ronor  uat  a 
hde  bad  been  broken  in  tiie  hospital  wall;  where- 
upon he  went  and  reported  it  to  C^Maia  Shixt- 
laod,  who  came  out  of  the  house,  and  went  with 
this  informant  to  tbe  entrance  gate,  wben  they 
understood  the  bole  was  in  tbe  bamck  wall,  and 
Captain  Shortland,  with  Sergeant  Manning  and 
some  soldiers,  went  to  the  berrack  yard,  and 
foond  that  a  hole  la^  eaoogh  for  a  person  to 
creep  through  bad  Men  made;  ihni  Capcain 
Shortland  cautioned  some  pruonen  who  were 
hMkiog  through  tbe  aperlore  in  Ute  wall,  and 
reeommcnded  them  to  rctiic^  bat  ther  renMUied 
there ;  and  a  goard  was  Mt  at  the  breach,  aad 
Captaia  Shortland  and  this  informant  rettaroed. 
to  tbe  entrance  gate,  and  had  not  been  there  long 
when  it  was  reported  to  Captain  Shortland 
the  prisonere  bad  forced  one  of  the  lower  iron 
gates  i  whereupon  Captain  Shortland  ordered  the 
alarm-bell  to  be  rung ;  and  as  soon  as  the  guards 
could  be  collected,  be  went  with  them  into  the 
market  square ;  and  at  this  time  he  (this  iafotm- 
aot)  saw  a  great  number  of  prisoners  coming  np 
the  north  side  of  the  yard  in  a  riotous  aikd  dis- 
orderly state;  thatafter  a  sb^c  timehadelapwd, 
be  (this  informant)  beard  one  shot  fired,  which 
was  followed  by  several  others ;  that  he  did  net 
go  down  among  the  prisonera,  or  ana  what  toak 
place  there. 

ROBERT  HOLMDBN. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Joa.  WBiTSPono,  Coromer. 

Homer  J9W,  a  citizen  of  tbe  United  States  of 
America,  on  bis  oath,  saith :  That  be  is  in  the 
prison  No.  3;  that  on  the  6tfa  day  of  Aprif  in- 
stant, he  (this  informant)  was  wulbin^  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  prison  yard  No.  7,  about  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  wben,  in  consequence  of 
a  report  be  heard  in  the  prison,  be  observed  some 
drunken  men  breaking  down  the  wril  which  sep- 
arates Ihe  barrnek  yard  from  No.  7  yard ;  sad 
one  of  the  soldien  called  from  the  wait  at  tie 
corner  of  the  barrack  yard,  and  said,  Go  hi, 
men  ;  they  are  going  to  charge  upon  you."  Ttat 
this  informint  went  away  towards  tbe  prisoi  No. 
3,  and  had  to  go  out  of  No.  7  yard,  near  the  mar- 
ket squar^  wnen  he  saw  some  draokea  men, 
about  half  a  dozen  in  nnmber,  at  tbe  gacelcattig 
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into  the  market  square,  attempting  to  force  it; 
one  of  them  bad  a  tmall  iroo  bolt  io  bis  band, 
aad  tbey  succeeded  in  geitiog  tbe  gate  open ;  tbat 
the  man  wbo  forced  the  gate  veat  a  few  yards 
iato  the  square  before  any  followed  bim,  and 
then  aama  others  went  in ;  tbat  jost  at  tbe  time 
lbs  g«ta  was  forced  open,  h*  taw  some  soldiers 
cone-  into  the  market  square  at  the  upper  gate, 
and  Captain  Shortland  was  with  ihea ;  and  at 
this  time  this  Informant  tbinks  there  were  about 
sixty  men  id  the  square;  that  the  soldiers  marched 
nbouc  two-thirds  of  the  way  down,  when  Gap< 
tain  Shortland  gare  the  soldiers  orders  to  cbaqie, 
and  ihe  soldiars  aceordio^y  charged,  when  the 
pristmers  retreated  into  the  prisons,  and  one  of 
them  shut  to  tbe  gates ;  and  tbe  soldiers  marched 
down  a  little  further,  when  Captain  Shortlaod 
ordered  them  to  fire ;  that  this  informant  went  to 
his  own  prison,  and  tried  to  get  io,  but  tbe  crowd 
was  so  great  that  he  coald  not  succeed  ;  that  he 
tried  at  other  prtsoos,  but  could  DotcetiD^and 
then  tueeeeded^  that  tbe  alarm  bell  bad  not 
bean  rung  when  tbe  soldier  first  ordered  them  to 

£>  into  their  prisons ;  tbat  this  informant  heard 
a  alarmfbcU  ting  just  after  the  man  ordered 
tb«m  tv  go  into  their  prisons ;  that  he  did  not  see 
any  stones  thrown  bubre  the  moskeiry  began  to 
be  dinebw^^.  but  afterwards  ha  saw  a  stoae 
thrown  from  tke  prison  yard  towards  tbe  square. 

HOMER  HULL. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  WaiTEFORD,  Cormer. 

Robert  McFariane,  assisunt  surgeon  at  the 
prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on  his  oath,  saith : 
That  on  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  this  pre«eDt 
month  of  April,  abont  seren  o'clock  io  the  ere- 
ttiag,  or  rather  afterwards,  be  was  at  the  onter 
gate  of  tbe  prison,  when  he  heard  the  alarm-bell 
ring,  and  immadiaiely  went  to  tbe  lodge,  and 
seeing  the  gmrd  drawn  up  in  lint  in  front  of  the 
gDard  lions^bcobsemdCttpiain  Shortland  walk- 
ing by  biottdf  from  the  narrnek  yard  towards 
the  guard ;  that  this  informant  tamed  round  nnd 
looked  down  the  market  yard,  and  saw  a  multi- 
uideof  prisoners  proceediwupthe square;  where- 
upon be  went  down  with  Dr.  Magrath,  who  came 
just  at  this  moment,  and  began  to  reason  with  a 
number  of  prisonera  there  on  the  unnecessary 
steps  they  were  taking ;  that  some  of  them  seemed 
to  pay  attention  to  what  this  iofomMnt  said,  and 
turned  aside  towards  the  prison,  but  others' said 
tbey  were  not  prisoners  of  war,  and  tbat  tbey 
were  determiaed  to  be  out— one  of  whom  bad  a 
stick  behind  his  back,  in  his  band ;  that  this  in- 
formant saw  Captain  Shortland  reasoning  with 
a  number  of  them  to  go  back  into  tbe  prisons, 
but  tbey  used  very  aousire  language  towards 
him,  and  this  was  in  front  of  the  guard ;  that 
this  informant  bad  taken  two  bjr  the  shoulders, 
and  was  insisting  upon  their  going  back ;  and, 
on  lookiog  back,  the  guard  had  chafed,  and  this 
informant  with  great  difficulty  got  himself  ex- 
tricated from  between  tbe  bayonets ;  that  by  the 

*8om'tbeorigiaaL 


lime  this  informant  got  to  tbe  rear  of  the  guard 
a  single  musket  was  fired^  and  immediately  after 
several  others;  that  this  informant  beard  do  or- 
der gireo  to  fire ;  tbat  Captain  Shortland  was  at 
the  south  end  of  the  goard,  and  this  informant 
thinks  if  he  had  given  orders  to  fire  be  muthare 
heard  it ;  that  at  tbe  time  the  first  musket  was 
fired,  nearly  one-third  of  the  market  square  was 
61leu  with  the  prisoners,  making  a  great  noise  in 
a  very  riotous  and  disorderly  manner,  and  stones 
were  throwiag  by  the  prisoners  from  all  QUr- 
ters,  aad  one  Targe  stone  felt  about  a  yard  uom 
this  ioformant ;  tbat  immediately  after  tbe  firing 
commenced,  and  this  inforniant  had  got  to  tbe 
rear,  be  went  away  to  the  hospital;  that  from 
the  number  and  size  of  the  stones  which  were 
thrown,  if  he  (this  ioformaot)  had  been  obliged 
to  remain  on  tbe  spot  where  the  soldiers  were, 
be  should  have  apprehended  great  danger  lo  bis 
person. 

ROa  McFARLANB. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Job.  Whitbfobd,  Coroner, 

John  Tozer,  one  of  tbe  turnkeys  at  the  prison, 
on  his  oath,  saith  :  That  on  Thursday,  the  6th 
day  of  April  instant,  about  seven  o'clock  in  the 
eveuing,  the  lurnkeys  were  called  into  the  mar- 
ket square,  and  he  found  that  it  was  to  lake  up 
some  dead  and  wounded  prisoners ;  tbat  he.went 
to  the  lower  market  gate,  and  just  inside  tbe 
gale  he  took  op  a  black  man  dead,  and  assisted 
ID  carrying  him  to  the  bathing  place  in  the  hos- 
pital ;  that  tbe  man  appeared  to  be  about  thirty; 
but  this  informant  should  not  know  him  ania. 

JOHN  TOZER. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  WaiTEFOBD^  Ommer. 

Jatefh  MaauiHg,  sorgeaat  in  the  first  Soowr- 
set  regiment  of  militia,  on  his  oath,  aaith:  That 
on  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  this  present  moath 
of  April,  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  ho 
was  in  tbe  military  way  when  be  saw  Captain 
Shortland,  and  reported  to  him  that  the  prison- 
ers had  mule  a  hole  in  the  wall  leading  to  the 
barracks,  and  he  went  with  this  informant,  an 
officer,  and  some  other  persons,  to. see  it;  that 
this  informant  kept  before  Captain  Shortland, 
and  went  away  to  the  breach  first,  and  saw  tbe 
prisoners  pulling  tbe  wall,  and  he  desired  them 
to  desist,  but  they  gave  him  abusive  laugoage, 
and  he  then  took  a  musket  and  threatened  to  fire 
at  them  if  they  wonld  not  leave  oS*,  and  they 
then  drew  back  a  little ;  that  Lieotesant  Avelya 
then  interfered,  and  put  bis  head  in  the  breach, 
telling  them  if  they  did  not  desist  tbe  eonan- 

auenees  wonld  be  serious}  Captain  ShortlanA 
ten  inquired  for  Blajor  JoUiJEand,  by  Captain 
Shortland^  directions,  this  informant  went  to 
call  Major  Jolli^  and  met  him  between  the  south 
guard  and  the  barracks,  when  be  ordered  tbe 
troops  to  be  formed,  and  put  himself  at  tbe  bead 
of  the  grenadiers,  and  before  Mi^or  JoUiff  had 
gone  ten  yards  from  tbe  south  guard  gate  the  firing 
commenced ;  that  this  informant,  by  Major  JoU 
liffs  ordersi  tenained  behind,  to  aiaistinfam- 
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IM  tha  rariaMi }  that  il  ms  inpaiiiU«  for 
lujor  JoUiff  to  fin  otden  to  Ire,  ^  be  wu  not 
nnr  tke  qwt  wme  the  firios  first  began. 

J08.  MANNIHG, 
Sers^eani  IM  Samenet  regimatt. 
8 Vfvn  before  me, 

Joa.  WaiTBTOBB,  Coromr. 

Baiiai'iiafinw  at  theOuiUimll  «f  Pli/moiai,«mFH. 
dag»  the  2UI  of  iSlB. 

Preseot,  John  Hawker,  Esq.,  ooaof  ihe  magiB- 
iiatcf  of  the  eonntr  of  Devoa. 

JUn  Bwt,  one  «  the  eommtttce  of  the  A«Mri- 
«>«  priionera  at  Dartoioor,  beiog  awora,  says : 
TIk  report  made  of  the  oeenreiiee  of  the  6th  io- 
MDt,  signed  bjr  me,  was  from  Ihe  ef  idence  of 
other  penoDs.  About  six  o*olook  in  the  eveoiog 
I  eane  from  the  place  where  I  was  taking  Rupper, 
and  peranaded  the  prisoners  to  leare  the  breach ; 
tbef  did  go  avajr  towards  the  square  previoas  to 
the  commeneemeot  of  the  firing.  At  the  time  I 
went  to  the  breaeh  the  born  hw  sot  sooaded ;  it 
sounded  but  a  few  minutes  before  the  ftrio^  I 
iMrd  the  alarm-betl  ring  before  the  firiog  took 
place;  the  firiag  coDtioued  at  inierrals  about  fir- 
teen  minutes.  After  the  firiog  commenced,  1 
weat  round  the  southeast  part  of  prison  No.  7, 
and  went  in  at  the  southeast  dour.  I  saw  nothing 
of  the  firing  in  the  market  square. 

JoAn  T.  I^mchridge^  one  of  the  committee, 
being  sworn,  says :  I  made  no  part  of  the  report 
from  my  own  knowledge,  hut  1  was  one  of  ihem 
employed  in  taking  depositions.  I  was  walking 
about  the  southeast  part  of  No.  7,  near  the  breach 
in  the  wall,  which,  when  I  saw  it,  was  about 
laige  enough  for  my  body  to  pass  through;  about 
thirty  persons  were  round  it ;  did  not  know  what 
it  was  made'for ;  naderstood  it  wac  to  get  a  ball. 
I  remained  in  the  prison  yard,  seeing  the  soldiers 
collect  on  the  platforms.  I  aaw  nothiog  of  what 
was  passing  In  the  square,  f  underBto<^  (hat  the 
aaldiers  desired  the  prisoners  to  go  in  before  the 
firing  took  plaee;  the  prisoners  were  aet  rtetoos. 
I  Mwd  (be  alarai-bell  Hog  and  the  drum  heat  to 
arma  before  the  firiog;  I  heard  no  lomult  in  the 
OMtket  sqaarc  before  k  began;  I  should  have 
band  it,  bad  ihere  been  any,  from  the  pfaoe  I  was 
is.  I  do  not  beliere  there  were  many  prisoners 
ift  the  upiare;  It  was  the  alarm-betl  whieh  eol- 
iMkad  the  prisoners,  at  least  it  made  them  go  out 
trf  priaoitt  Not.  fi  and  7.  The  flting  lasted,  ia  a 
atngglng  Banner,  from  fifkeea  to  tweniy  min* 
iNffs;  Uierc  were  three  or  four  rolleys  from  the 
marfcet  sqnare.  I  heard  no  order  to  fire  afier  the 
firing  from  the  square;  there  was  firing  from  the 
platioroM  on  the  wall,  from  whieh  it  eontinoed 
wihite  the  prisoners  were  endeavoring  to  get  ialo 
their  prisons ;  there  was  firing  at  No.  6  wmle  they 
were  entering. 

Jbmea  Boggt.  one  of  the  eomiBiitee,  being 
aworn,  says:  1  made  no  part  of  the  report  from 
ay  own  knowledge.  I  went  into  the  northeast 
4m  of  No.  3  before  the  firiog.  I  understood 
uM  tbera  waa  a  man  killed  in  that  prison,  hw  1 
oM  not  auie  it  from  my  own  konrledge. 


Aim»  WKeeUr,  atrgcant  of  the  north  fowd,  bo- 
iag  sworn,  says :  I  waa  with  the  guard  oa  tba 
evening  of  the  fitb;  another  sc^eant  was  wiib 
iBc;  asaembled  the  gnard  by  order,  1  believe,  of 
Captain  Sbortland's  clerk ;  had  ordem  to  aaareh 
to  the  west  guard  bonse.  Oo  arriving,  was  or- 
dered bf  the  clerk  to  order  arms ;  remained  about 
ten  miaulee,  and  waa  then  ordered  by  Ospcara 
Shortkind  to  marab  to  the  market  aqure;  iho 
officer  of  tbe  j^rd  was  not  then  with  it ;  ear 
force  was  thirty-etghi,  besidva  two  eavpomb; 
about  five  or  six  of  another  guard  wnc  isto  the 
sqnare  aboiu  the  same  time;  tbe  wcac  goaid 
vras  em^oyed  at  the  breaeh;  tbaia  arata  aal 
many  prjioncra  ia  tba  laailtet  sonara  a^a  oar 
gvard  ctttned.'  The  alarm-^U  bad  twig  bafim 
we  marebed.  When  wa  entered,  Ac  pmaacta 
were  endcacwiag  to  burst  tbe  gates  below ;  eaa- 
not  say  wbelber  the  alarm-bell  preceded  the  barat- 
iag  or  tbe  gates }  when  tb«y  bad  saaecaded  ia 
bnrstiag  them,  tbcra  waa  a  great  nkah  toaraidii 
the  soldiers;  their  number  kept  tnereastaf,  tmril 
the  space  between  the  iron  railings  was  qmte  full. 
They  threw  stones  at  the  soldiers  before  there 
eras  any  firing ;  they  were  not  armed  with  any- 
thing that  I  saw;  they  appeared  in  tbe  aqoara 
oeaiTyat  the  same  time  as  my  guard ;  they  made 
the  greatest  posh  towarda  our  left  fiaok,  where 
the  guard  was  wrnkest ;  I  was  on  the  left  dank  ; 
the  prisoners  were  desired  lo  go  back,  but  they 
did  not ;  they  pressed  on,  and  made  a  Sfc*tcr  re- 
sistance  against  ua.  Then  Captain  wwrtlaad 
ordered  the  soldiers  to  bring  their  muskeu  down 
to  the  charge,  but,  aotadvaneieff  upon  tbe  pns- 
oners.  it  appMred  to  have  no  eneei  upon  tncm. 
i  believe  Captain  Sbwilaed  was  in  front  irflbe 

Soard  at  this  time,  deatriog  the  prisanen  to  go 
ick.  I  aaw  none  of  the  priaonets  wresting  tbe 
arm*  from  tbe  soldiers ;  I  saw  none  of  them  at- 
tempt to  seize  tbe  arms.  The  -guard  pressed  to 
the  left,  to  keep  from  beng  turned,  by  whieh  I 
was  thrown  in  the  rear.  Many  more  seUien> 
came  from  difiereot  parts  bcdisva  the  firing  cxna* 
meoeed ;  1  beard  no  order  to  fire,  nor  do  i  know 
bow  it  hegui ;  did  not  hear  any  of  tbe  prisoa- 
era  challenging  Ihe  sohHers  to  fire;  at  this  lima 
there  might  be  about  two  hundred  priaoaersia 
the  square;  ihcy  were  muob  more  Bameroas 
than  the  gaard.  I  did  not  see  tbe  officer  of  tbe 
gaaid  at  this  tnaa.  Tha  firing  waa  f  n  aa  in> 
dependent  aaaaer,  thne  or  foar  mndram  bebg 
discharged  at  a  time.  After  tbe  firing  eooH 
meaced,  the  prisoners  began  to  retire  lowaidli 
their  prisons.  Ididnot  bear  any  ebeeringamow 
them,  or  tee  tbem  rally  after  the  fire;  tUakl 
must  have  beard  it,  had  there  bera  any  cheering. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  prisoners  could  have  been 
made  to  retire  without  nring;  the  soldiers  might, 
by  killiBg  ihcm  with  the  bayonet,  have  diaperaed 
them.  I  did  not  go  into  tbe  prison  yard.  I M 
not  hear  of  aoy  firing  of  my  piard  after  tbe 
oorrs  had  retreated. 

JqAii  <Sbunderr,  private  in  the  first  regiment sf 
Somerset  militia,  one  of  the  north  guard,  boig 
sworn,  says :  I  was  with  the  first  party  of  soWRta 
that  marched  into  the  maibet  aqaarej  atUmt 
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i  time  the  gate  wm  broken  open ;  the  prisoners 
I  -wer«  comfoc  tbroof  h  ia  a  erowd  as  fast  as  thejr 
.  possibly  coald ;  the  alarm-bell  nng  at  the  time 
I  we  rc«eh«d  the  west  guard  boose ;  the  officer  of 
r  the  goard  was  with  us,  I  beliere ;  I  betiere  it 
I  was  he  who  ordered  us  ioto  the  square.  The 
west  grasrd  was  narehed  fo  Bwly  about  the 
same  time ;  fiAeea  file  were  told  off  «b  the  left, 
whom  CaptiiD  ShortlaQd,  aAer  some  lime  of  dis- 
course wkh  the  prisooers  to  make  ibem  retire, 
ordered  to  ebarge ;  with  some  diffiealty  we  got 
the  ]ppisoaers  back  to  the  gates ;  some  of  ihem 
were  veliriag  throagh  the  gates.   1  do  not  koow 
that  any  injury  wu  done  to  them  ODtil  after  they 
were  iaside  toe  gates;  bad,  till  ihifi.  besrd  do 
feing.   The  sqtiare  was  nearly  elear  of  prisoners 
before  the  ftriDgi  Ihejrdld  notRtvrBiniothesqaare, 
but  threw  aeme  steoet  Ibroegh  ifae  r«it&  I  heard 
the  word  fire" given,  bat  de  rfet  koow  by  whom. 
There  were  no  prisoners  in  the  market  sqaare 
when  the  first  shots  were  fired.   The  prisoners 
had  the  eommand  of  the, gates,  so  as  to  open  ibem 
when  they  thoaght  proper.  I  fired  my  musket. 
The  prisoners- elosed  the  gales  after  them,  which 
we  opened,  and  we  received  orders  from  the  coro- 
maivdiDff  c«ficer  to  oba^e  the  men  lo  their  pris- 
ons.   No  mudcets  were  fired  io  oompelltQg  them 
to  their  prisons.   Just  before  the  firtog,  the  pris- 
onerg  were  throwing  stones,  and  insulting  the  sol- 
diers, calliDg  out  to  ibem  to  fire.   Saw  oo  prison- 
ei«  attempting  to  wrest  the  arms  from  the  soldiers. 
Sercral  aho(»  were  fired  into  prison  No.  3;  they 
were  fired  iato  the  doorway ;  they  were  fired 
by  two  or  three  soldiers.  1  heard  no  order  given 
for  this  IrCj  ud  had  heard  none  to  cease  firing ; 
there  was  much  disuirbanee  asiongthe  {H-isonen 
going  in,  and  a  stone  was  thrown  out,  which  I 
■aw  myself.  The  lomkey  was  then  near  the  sol- 
diers, elose  to  the  door,  and  was  eodeavoring  to 
shat  it ;  the  prisoners  were  willing  to  go  io,  and 
the  tttrokey  could  not  olose  it ;  they  stood  at  the 
door,  cballeagiog  the  soldiers,  and  oneriog  to  fight 
them  if  they  would  lay  down  their  pieces ;  this 
was  before  the  firing  iato  the  door ;  it  was  locked 
«p  immediately  after  the  fire;  do  not  think  f 
ooold  say  rightly  who  (he  soldiers  were  that  fired 
into  the  prison. 

m'ttuim  9mitk,  private  of  the  first  Somerset 
militia,  being  sworn,  says:  I  was  on  the  north 
gtiard  oo  the  ereniBg  of  tbe  6tb  of.AprtL  I 
marched  iato  tbe  market  square  with  the  guard. 
As  we  were  goiog  into  tbe  square,  the  prisoners 
were  eomh^  through  the  gates  in  a  Ttolent  man- 
I    nr  i  Ibe  ahirro>ben  rang  before  we  entered  the 
square,  while  we  were  at  the  west  gtiard  boose. 
I    I  wa»  one  of  the  fifMen  file  ordered  to  charge ; 
I    the  prisonervfell  back  when  We  came  down  to 
the  charge,  but,  after  a  little  while,  advanced 
I    again.  The  prisoners  fell  back  to  the  gates,  and 
bad  par^  goiie  through  before  the  firing  began ; 
1  heard  no  order  to  fire;  do  not  koow  the  soldier 
who  fired  the  first  musket;  was  not  near  him; 
the  prisoners  bad  not  come  back  upon  our  left 
when  the  firing  began,  and  after  tbe  charge,  bui 
they  were  throwing  stones,  (one  of  which  fell 
Mmit  a  yard  from  me^}  and  were  abasing  the 


soldiers,  daring  them  to  come  on.  The  firing 
was  in  an  independent  manner,  one  after  another, 
till  nearly  all  the  guard  had  fired,  and  then  they 
loaded  again ;  no  order  was  given  to  fire ;  do  not 
know  of  any  soldier  liaviog  fired  into  any  of  the 
prisons;  do  not  know  how  long  tbe  firing  lasted. 
After  the  prisoners  had  returned  into  their  yard% 
we  went  into  lb«m,  to  see  if  there  were  any  strag- 

flers  aboat.   When  I  went  Into  tbe  yard,  did  not 
ear  any  firing  from  sentinels  on  the  walis. 
John  Tatt,  private,  being  swom,  says:  I  was 

00  tbe  north  guard  the  night  of  tbe  disturbance; 
the  alarm-bell  rang  when  1  was  at  the  west  guard 
house,  before  I  entered  tbe  market  squtire;  about 
forty  or  fifty  prisoners  had  burst  into  the  sijuar^ 
ihroogh  tbe  gate  next  the  hospital,  when  we 
marched  in.  1  was  one  of  the  fifteen  file  ordered 
to  charge ;  cannot  say  exactly  who  ordered  us  to 
charge,  hut  think  it  was  Captain  ShortlanA 
voice.  Tbe  prisoners  were  so  close  to  me  that 

1  bad  not  room  to  come  down  to  the  charge,  and 
drove  them  back  to  get  room.  We  advanced 
upon  them  at  the  charge.  While  ehaigingi  a 
stone,  of  seven  or  eight  pounds  weight,  knocked 
off  my  cap,  I  stooped  to  pick  it  up;  was  not 
knocked  down,  but  somewhat  stunned,  and  the 
plate  of  my  cap  was  bruised;  the  firing  began 
directly ;  the  prisoners  resisted  greatly  while  we 
were  charging;  they  resisted  up  to  the  time  we 
fired.  I  think  there  were  about  one  hundred 
prisoners  in  the  square  when  tbe  firing  began ; 
after  tbey  were  driven  back,  there  was  much 
firing  into  the  prisons;  saw  one  soldier  firing 
into  prison  No.  1;  the  prisoners  were  throwing 
out  stones  at  the  time;  tbey  were  all  nearly  ia 
wben  tbe  firing  into  No.  1  took  plae^  but  some 
were  still  poshing  in  at  the  doorway;  the  lura- 
key  was  endeavoring  to  get  near  the  door,  bat 
was  Dot  in  front,  in  consequence  of  the  stonn 
thrown  out;  I  heard  no  order  for  tbe  firing  in  the 
square;  it  commenced  while  I  was  picking  up 
my  cap:  saw  no  more  than  one  shot  fired  into 
No.  1. 

WiOiatnUfntla,  private,  one  of  the  north  guard, 
being  sworn,  says:  I  was  one  of  the  fifteen  file 
told  off  in  order  to  charge.  Captain  Shortland. 
gave  tbe  order  to  ebarge.  I  could  come  down  to 
the  charge,  and  did  so  j  and  those  near  me  ad- 
vanced at  tbe  charge  upon  the  prisoners^  who 
would  not  retire  at  first,  even  when  the  point  of 
the  bayonet  touched  their  clotbes.  We  advanced 
on  them  about  eight  or  ten  yards  down  towards 
the  gate.  A  great  many  of  them  retired  through 
the  gate  before  there  was  any  firing  >  they  agstv 
vated  the  soldiers  fay  insulting  and  abusive  lan- 
guage, and  dared  them  to  fire.  I  beard  an  ordflir 
to  fire,  but  do  not  know  from  whom.  Wben  the 
firing  began,  tbe  prisoners  were  rushing  again 
through  the  gate,  into  the  square,  and  throwing  ' 
stones  over  the  platform.  1  suppose  there  Were 
twenty  times  more  prisoners  in  the  market  square 
than  soldiers  before  the  firing.  I  entered  the 
prison  yard,  saw  a  soldier  level  his  musket  into 
prison  No.  3,  who  was  then  aboutfiveorsix  yaids 
from  the  door ;  many  prisoners  stood  at  the  door 
in  a  resolute  manner,  and  woald  not  let  tlMitUA- 
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k«T  shut  it ;  the  doorwBjr  vsi  u  full  it  eoald  u 
hold }  they  threw  out  great  stoaes^  as  bu;  is  my 
head.  I  heard  do  order  to  the  soldier  to  ore  into 
No.  3;  saw  no  officer  there  at  this  time.  I  was 
telliDg  the  prisooers  to  go  into  the  priiiOD,  when 
one  of  ihem  endeavored  to  wrest  the  bayoDet 
from  my  musket,  but  I  drew  it  back  in  time  to 
Bare  it:  this  was  before  the  firing  into  the  door- 
way. 1  betiere  that  there  was  no  more  than  one 
shot  fired  into  No.  3;  after  it  was  fired,  the  pris- 
oners went  back, and  allowed  the  turatey  toahut 
the  door. 

John  Samlet,  prirate,  one  of  the  north  guard, 
heing  sworn,  says :  1  was  the  right  hand  man  of 
fifteen  file  lold  off  to  charge:  Iheard  the  order 

Jiven  to  charge  by  Captain  Sbortland;  I  imme- 
iatcly  came  down  to  the  charge,  having  room 
enoogh ;  we  advanced  a  short  distance ;  we  could 
not  advance  far,  owing  to  the  prisoners  being  so 
near}  they  did  not  retire  very  fast;  cannot  ex- 
actly say  how  many  prisoners  there  were  in  the 

Soate  when  we  began  to  charge,  but  suppose 
ere  might  be  a  hundred;  we  ased  all  possible 
means  to  make  them  retire,  but  come  were  so  ob- 
stinate that  they  advanced  even  to  the  points  of 
the  bayonets i  others,  however,  retreated;  they 
were  very  abusive,  and  throwinjt  stones ;  many 
dared  as  to  fire.  I  was  struck  with  a  stone  in  ad- 
Tancing,  on  my  right  knee,  which  nearly  knocked 
ma  down,  and  I  very  narrowly  esci^wd  another 
blow  on  my  head.  1  received  the  blow  after  the 
firing  commenced ;  oor  charge  with  the  bayonet 
made  some  few  of  them  retire  through  the  gates ; 
the  greater  part,  indeed,  retired  through  Uie  gates, 
and  remained  on  the  other  side  throwing  stones. 
Before  the  firing,  and  after  the  charge^  tome  re- 
turned back  through  the  gates,  and  advanced ; 
some  advanced  even  after  the  first  Are;  they 
shouted  and  cheered  while  advancing,  which  was 
intended  toanimate  others  to  persevere  like  them- 
selves; numbers  of  the  first  muskeu  fired  were 
elevated  in  the  air,  some  were  elevated  to  the 
centre,  I  did  not  see  any  one  fall  on  the  first 
fire;  the  firing  was  not  in  volley's.  I  followed 
into  the  prison  yftfds  j  did  not  see  any  firing  into 
the  prisons ;  after  the  firing  had  been  kept  up  for 
•ome  conaioenble  time^  the  prisoners  retreated. 
I  beard  an  order  to  fire  given  before  any  firing 
took  T^lwe,  but  do  not  know  by  whom.  1  do 
not  think  the  prisoners  could  have  been  driven 
back  without  firing,  unless  great  slaughter  had 
been  made  of  them  by  the  bayonet.  I  cannot 
positively  assert  whether  there  was  any  firing  on 
our  right  besides  that  by  ourselves. 

John  ITiTZianw,  sergeant,  being  sworn,  says:  I 
was  on  the  south  guard  the  night  of  the  disturb- 
ance; our  guard  entered  the  market  square  after 
the  north  guard,  and  formed  to  its  right;  our 
number  was  about  forty ;  it  consisted  of  fifty-one, 
but  had  several  sentries  out.  The  firing  had  not 
commenced  when  we  formed  upon  the  north 
guard ;  it  began  about  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  we  had  formed ;  we  were  formed 

«st  about  the  time  the  north  guard  charged; 
hen  we  formed,  there  were  about  one  hundred 
pnsoners  in  the  square.  I  think  they  were  more 


nomerous  tban  the  soldiers ;  the  line  of  soldiers 
almost  occupied  the  breadth  of  the  square,  bu 
there  were  not  enough  to  form  it  completely 
across;  there  was  an  opening  between  our  guard 
and  the  north  ;  the  prisoners  did  not  fall  back  for 
some  considerable  time  after  the  charn;  they 
were  throwing  stones  through  and  over  the  raila^ 
and  abusing  the  soldiers,  when  the  firing  begno ; 
I  heard  no  order  to  fire ;  our  officers  never  ordered 
us  to  fire  i  our  guard,  seeing  the  state  the  prison- 
ers  were  in,  and  the  north  guard  fire,  bq|an  firing 
of  their  own  accord,,  but  not  in  volleys^  And  then 
the  reports  made  prevented  us  hearing  what  was 
going  on ;  the  north  guard  fired  first }  at  the  firat 
fire  the  prisonera  ran  back  tbroogh  the  gateway, 
but  afurwards  many  returned  agaia  to  the  gate, 
but  did  not  advance  throtigh  on  as ;  heard  cheer- 
ing, and  did  not  know  wheihei  they  would  mat 
come  out  on  us.  -  1  did  not  go  into  the  prison 
yard,  nor  did  any  of  our  gnara;  our  officer  kept 
us  in  line  till  the  prisoners  were  all  locked  up. 
1  do  not  suppose  the  prisoners  would  have  gone 
back  without  firing,  because  they  did  not  appear 
to  retire  even  when  the  bayonets  wereqaite close 
to  them.  I  heard  the  firing  for  some  m  in  ales 
after  theprisoners  had  retired  through  the  cate. 

John  TSpyfori  JMiff^  major  oommandiog,  oeiiig 
sworn,  handed  in  a  8tatemcB^  of  which  tiie  fof 
lowing  is  a  copy  : 

Apul  7, 18I6. 
Yesterdfty  evening,  betw^  the  houra  of  aiz 
and  seven  o'clock^  soon  after  tha  officer^  dinner, 
the  mess  waiter  came  into  the  mess  room,  and 
said  that  the  American  prisoners  had  broken  out 
of  the  prison,  and  were  attempting  their  escape. 
I  immediately  ordered  the  troops  composing  the 
garrison  to  fall  in  at  the  alarm-post.  Whilst  the 
troops  were  forming  I  heard  several  shots  fired, 
upon  which  I  immediately  took  the  grenadiers, 
and  proceeded  to  the  west  guard,  supposing  that 
the  prisoners  were  actuairv  coming  down  the 
miliury  way  (as  it  is  called)  in  great  bodies. 
Upon  my  arrival  at  the  west  guard,  several  of  the 
troops  were  formed  in  the  market  place,  and  had 
fired  some  shou.  I  immediately  called  out  to 
them  to  cease  firing ;  and  finding  that  the  prison- 
ers still  refused  to  go  into  their  prisons^  1  look  « 
party  of  grenadiers,  and  went  into  twooTtbe  priMn 
yards,  and  told  the  prisoners  to  go  Into  their  prit- 
OQs,  which  they  very  reluctantly  did.  Several 
stones  were  thrown  at  the  military,  and  two  at 
mjrself,  one  of  which  came  very  near  me.  The 
military  fired  a  few  shots  at  the  prisoners  in  the 
yard,  in  consequence  of  their  throwing  stones  and 
refusing  to  go  into  the  prison,  but  the  firing  wu 
without  my  orders,  and  I  conceive  took  place 
owing  to  the  military  being  so  exasperated.  As 
soon  as  the  prisooers  were  all  gone  into  their  dif- 
ferent  prisons,  and  properly  secured,  I  returned 
to  the  barracks,  having  ordered  the  guards  to  he 
reinforced,  and  the  troops  to  he  ready  to  fall  in  at 
a  moment's  notice.  It  appears  that  they  had  se- 
lected the  hour  of  the  officers*  dinner  to  begin  their 
operations,  sapposing  we  should  not  be  ready. 

J.  T.  JOLLIFF, 


Digitized  by 


L549 


APPENDIX. 


1560 


Mmaert  at  Dartmoor  Priaotu 


UnderataDdioe  that  evideDoe  haa  been  produced 
to  prore  tbat  a  bagle  souoded  tbe  signal  to  fire,  I 
E>e^  leave  to  obserre,  tbat  I  was  first  apprized  of 
this  ctrcanMtaDce  after  my  retaro  from  Dartmoor. 
I  never  save,  aa  commaDding  officer,  anjr  order, 
direetljr  or  iodireetly,  to  ibat  efieet,  nor  did  I  hear 

Erevioosljr  any  report  that  soeh  a  circamataDce 
kd  taken  place. 

J.  T.  JOLLIFF, 
JMojor  lal  Somermi  muiHa* 

He  furiber  says:  There  was  no  general  order 
tbat  when  the  soldiers  on  sentrjr  heard  one  of  them 
fire,  they  should  consider  it  an  order  to  fire  also  j 
bat  1  suppose  they  might  so  consider  it.  One  man 
fired  into  one  of  the  prisons,  which  arose,  as  I 
believe,  from  exasperation,  on  being  struck  by  a 
stone  throwQ  by  of  the  prisoners.  I  did  not  see  any 
one  put  his  musket  into  the  door  to  fire.  Ser- 
eral  shots  were  fired  in  the  prison  yards,  bat  en- 
tirely without  any  eommana. 

Gi^Tve  PtfC,  sergeant,  being  sworn,  says:  I  was 
with  Major  JoUiff  among  tbe  grenadiers  ia  tbe 
prison  yard,  and  be  yaed  all  the  means  in  his  pow- 
er to  prevent  the  firing.  I  heard  him  crying  out 
to  the  men  lo  cease  firing. 

Henry  Burgojftu,  private,  being  sworn,  says : 
I  was  on  tbe  platform  at  tbe  bottom  of  the  mar- 
ket square.   A  prisoner  came  with  an  iron  bar, 
who*  upon  bearing  a  shout  from  the  prisoners  at 
tbe  breach,  when  a  piece  fell  out  of  tbe  wall, 
wlaich  I  beard,  broke  tbe  gate  open  immediately, 
by  striking  off  the  lock,  and  the  prisoners  rusbea 
tnroogh ;  and  when  we  left  the  platform  they 
pressM  very  much  upon  us;  they  were  as  thick 
as  they  could  be;  the  alarm  bell  was  ringing 
aboQt  this  time ;  tbe  yard  where  the  break  was. 
was  as  full  of  prisoners  as  it  could  be.   I  belonged 
to  the  west  guard.  I  did  not  see  any  prisoners 
wresting  the  arms  from  the  guard.  I  could  not 
see  the  breach  on  acconnt  of  a  projection  of  the 
wall,  but  heard  the  bar  at  work  j  tbejr  were  quite 
thick  down  to  the  prison,  waiting,  I  suppose,  till 
the  breach  was  made  }  tbe  horn  had  souoded  as 
usual  for  them  to  go  in,  bat,  instead  of  going  in 
as  they  osually  dta  very  qaicUy,  they  came  out ; 
they  pressed  on  us  so  much  that  we  were  forced 
to  fall  back ;  after  we  came  to  tbe  charge  they 
would  not  retire,aQd,  being  anwitliog  lo  stab,  we 
were  forced  to  give  back.  1  beard  an  order  to  fire, 
bat  do  not  Jcnow  who  gave  it.   I  did  not  obserre 
how  the  first  muskets  were  levelled. 

Sdward  Jack$on,  private  of  tbe  Derbjr  militia, 
being  sworn,  says :  I  was  on  the  platfbrm  18  and 
19,  Mtween  prisons  Nos.  5  and  6.  I  think  there 
had  been  two  volleys  in  tbe  market  square  before 
the  men  on  this  platform  fired }  myself  and  ano- 
ther sentry  were  posted  on  the  platform ;  we  had 
not  fired  before  some  soldiers  came  up  on  the 
platform ;  I  never  fired ;  it  was  the  men  who  came 
upj  I  cannot  say  whether  the  sentry  fired  ;  they 
fired  into  the  yard  up  towards  tbe  gate;  there 
were  a  great  many  prisoners  at  the  upper  part  of 
the  yard  ;  I  did  not  see  any  firing  into  the  piis- 
oDs.  There  was  one  or  two  officers  on  the  jiMi- 
forn ;  no  order  wu  given  to  fire  on  my  platform  j 


to  the  best  of  my  recoUeotion,  I  think  I  heard  t 
command  "  to  commence  firing  from  tbe  right." 
The  prisoners  were  all  in  a  great  body,'near  the 
gates  at  the  top  of  tbe  yard,  when  ibe  firing  com- 
menced, and,  after  the  firing,  they  retreated  te 
their  {wisons.  When  I  was  placed  sentinel  sev- 
eral prisoners  were  inside  the  palisades  clodding 
one  another ;  some  soldiers  charged  them  out  at 
it ;  there  were  two  rounds  of  firing  from  my  {^t- 
form ;  there  were  about  twenty  siMdiers  on  it,  bol 
cannot  say  exactly ;  it  wis  full  nf  them  j  I  eonU 
not  see  the  breach ;  I  saw  no  tumalt  in  the  yard 
before  tbe  firing  ia  the  square,  except  theeio^ 
ding ;  I  cannot  say  I  beard  the  alann  bell  rii^.  ■ 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

BxamiuatiM  at  Lmimoorpritan  ofvtarj  on  SBturduh 

Present,  Paul  Treby  Treby.  Biq.,  one  of  the 
magistrates  for  the  county  of  Devon. 

Thomas  Bvrgeai  Mott,  one  of  the  eommittet 
of  American  prisoners,  sworn :  (A  letter  bad  been 
handed  in  by  Captain  Sbortland,  signed  in  this 
witness's  hand,  and  addressed  to  Captain  Short- 
land,  requesting  his  release,  and  stating  that  "  al* 
though  he  baa  been  called  on  by  the  reepecuble 
part  of  the  prisoners  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of 
the  late  unfortunate  affair,  neither  his  depositions 
nor  conduct  appeared  to  show  that  he  would  wish 
to  lay  the  blame  lo  Captain  Shortland,  but  on  the 
contrary,  for  which  be  bad  since  been  insulted  by 
those  men  that  were  and  had  been  the  occasion 
of  the  late  unfortunate  afiair.")  There  never  has 
been,  to  my  knowledge,  any  concerted  plan  among 
the  American  prisoners  at  this  prison  to  break 
out.  I  have  never  been  insulted  by  any  of  the 
men  supposed  to  be  ringleaders  in  the  late  afiair, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  prisoners  think  I  was 
doing  everything  in  my  power  for  their  benefit. 
The  letter  handed  in  by  Captain  Shottland  was 
written  for  me  by  another  prisoner,  to  get  me 
clear  in  any  way ;  it  was  not  signed  by  me ;  I 
told  him  I  would  give  him  a  pound  if  he  got  me 
released ;  it  was  written  without  design  to  iigue 
anybody,  and  merely  to  get  me  clear,  as  my  turn 
of  release  was  not  near;  I  never  read  the  letter; 
I  was  one  of  the  committee  who  made  the  report 
to  Mr.  Beasley ;  some  part  of  it  was  from  my  own 
knowledge,  and  some  part  of  it  from  tbe  testi- 
mony of  others.  I  saw  a  crowd  where  the  hole 
was,  but  did  not  think  it  was  occasioned  by  any- 
thing but  gambling,  till  I  was  called  upon  by  the 
prisoners  to  go  ana  make  them  desist  from  the 
hole.  When  I  was  in  tbe  yard  of  Nm.  5  and  7, 
and  when  the  firing  into  it  from  the  platform  took 
place,  there  was  no  tumult ;  there  were  then  bat 
law  persona  in  it ;  1  was  not  in  the  market  square ; 
1  think  the  making  of  the  hole  was  merely  throngh 
mischief,  but  not  at  all  to  get  out,  for  I  do  not 
think  twenty  would  have  wanted  to  go  out  if  the 
gates  had  been  open ;  I  do  not  know  particularly 
of  any  subject  of  complaint  shortly  before  the 
afiair ;  I  do  not  know  of  tmy  one  who  complained 
before  Admiral  Rowley  of  the  American  C3ot- 
eroment ;  X  was  present  the  whole  time  j  1  do  not 
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fcuv  of  aaj  partieaUr  aoaaainess  amon^  ibe 
ItriMiKn  at  prttoit,  or  aa^  eavse  of  eomplaiat  of 
their  treatment;  they  ate  a  tiiile  inpatienl  to  be 
ant  heme ;  there  has  been  frequent  little  rem- 
Ifow  itttemMioiii  to  the  market,       on  dight 

BMade }  I  did  not  see  »nf  one  ihot,  though  lome 
I  eloee  br  maj  I  did  not  bear  the  horn  tvaad 
kefere  the  firint. 

Waller  CoUmi,  ane  of  the  committee^  being 
nrorn,  aan:  Nona  of  the  r^ort  was  made  from 
mj  ««n  KDOwIei^,  bat  entirely  from  examiDft* 
•ftam.  I  am  eoondcat  there  was  no  dispontion 
on  the  {tart  of  the  pfieonem  to  break  out;  bad 
tb«*  been,  I  shoald  eeruihlf  hare  kaowa  it,  be* 
causelwas  in  the  coBMaat  habit  of  going  thrira^h 
the  priioos,  baring  moah  basineu  with  the  pris- 
oners as  one  of  tneir  committee.  It  is  impos- 
llble  bdtit  must  have  been  known  had  there  been 
muj.  Had  the  gates  been  thrown  open,  not  more 
than  a  hundred  would  have  gone  out:  those  who 
ehoae  could  hare  got  awaj  on  the  4ih.  The  first 
I  heard  of  the  dlsturbaoee  was  the  firfng;  I  was 
dten  In  No.  3 ;  did  not  hear  the  horn ;  it  is  not 
fenerallr  faeara  Inside;  there  vaa great  irritation 
•gainst  Captain  Shorlland  before  the  disturbance; 
tbis  was  owing  to  acts  of  barbaritjr  on  his  part. 
I  speak  from  my  own  knowledge.  Instead  of 
doing  things  to  make  them  comfortable,  he  did 
Anite  the  contrarf.  He  has  kept  two  prisons,  the 
fiest  and  most  comfortable,  shut,  when  it  was  in 
fcis  power  to  hare  opened  them ;  the  prisoners 
femoQstrated  against  this,  but  it  produced  no  ef- 
Unit,  while  thejr  were  turned  into  prisons  open  at 
top,  and  floatiimwith  water  two  or  three  inches 
deep;  this  was  no. 2.  There  was  a  plan  formed 
in  no.  6,  one  of  the  best  and  most  commodious 

Eriaons,  two  sereral  times,  to  dig  out,  which  was 
oth  times  dtscorered  by  Captain  9hortIand,  and 
on  the  second  occasion  the  prisoners  were  turned 
into  No.  S ;  they  were,  howerer,  only-  kept  there 
Iwe  nights,  and  then  returned  to  No.  9 :  I  call  this 
«n  act  of  terbarity.  Captain  Shortland  never 
teamed  any  answer  to  our  application  to  go  into 
the  empty  prieons;  I  know  of  no  statement  of 
comtdafnt  against  the  Aroerrcan  Qorernmeat, 
prvrions  to  the  late  a  Air;  there  hare  been  often 
eomplaiots  of  neglect  against  Mr.  Beasley,  but 
notagtinst  the  American  Qoremment.  Another 
«et  of  Captain  Bbortland  was :  about  the  time  of 
the  attempt  to  dig  out,  there  were  some  bars  broken 
in  one  of  the  prisons,  in  consequence  of  wbicb, 
nd  rite  digging  out,  r  suppose,  one-third  of  oor 
provisions  was  stopped  for  ten  days.  I  know  not 
what  it  was  for,  unless  for  this  and  the  digging 
out.  Captain  Bbortland  fVequently  stopped  oar 
provitiotts  to  the  same  way,  without  glriDg  any 
fcason.  There  has  been  no  particnur  aaeaat- 
Hess  among  the  prisonen  to  get  out,  since  the  ae- 
eonnt  of  the  ratmeation  of  the  treaty,  and  I  know 
of  no  acts  of  riolence  among  them  in  conieqneace; 
Chey  were  only  anxious  to  be  sent  home,  and  ex- 
prmed  their  opinions  about  il. 

mWom  Bobart,  one  of  the  committee,  being 
awom,  says:  Some  part  of  the  report  wys  made 
JVom  my  own  kpowledge,  but  not  much ;  I  ms 
is  the  lower  part  of  the  yard  Nos.  1  and  3  when 


the  alarm-bell  rang;  I  bad  not  heard  the  korii 
somd  to  go  in  when  the  alana-bdl  mg ;  1  ex- 
pect I  ahoald  have  heard  it^  it  eu  gaevally  be 
heard  all  ovar  the  yard ;  when  I  hoard  ihe  bell  I 
walked  op  to  the  caitiw  n«t  the  mo  Aet  aoaoro 
to  aeo  what  oceasionaa  the  alarm ;  when  I  got 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  railing,  saw  thesoldievs 
coming  inlo  the  market  square.  I  think  there 
most  bare  beaa  four  or  fire  hundred  soldiers  to 
th«  square  befw*  the  firtog  began ;  there  wero 
many  there,  aod  others  marching  in  and  forming ; 
I  heard  no  orders  to  fire ;  the  prisoners  were  corn* 
log  up,  as  I  was,  to  see  what  was  the  matter;  I 
returned  immediately  to  my  own  prison.  There 
were  two  rollep  fired  into  a  prison,  into  No.  3; 
most  of  the  prisoners  were  reireaiiog  after  the 
first  volley  ;  I  bad  been  in  about  fire  minutes  be- 
fore Ibe  firing ;  was  on  the  second  floor ;  did  not 
bee  the  seldiers  who  fired,  but  heard  the  report; 
and  when  I  came  down,  saw  matks  of  balls  with- 
in ;  there  were  no  atones  thrown  from  the  second 
floor;  should  hare  known  it,  as  I  was  mtlkinff 
with  some  others.  There  were  seveni  liaea  of 
soldlen  drawn  across  the  square ;  a  few.prisonen 
were  at  the  bottom  of  it  then,  but  they  were  not 
so  numerous  as  the  soldiers ;  i  am  fully  confident 
there  was  no  taieation  to  break  our.  I  beard  no 
shouting  or  threats  against  Captain  Sborihnd 
when  the  firfng  commenced.  Tbe  prisooera  dtd 
not  cheer  in  tbe  yard  I  was  in,  nor  in  rbe  market 
sqimre,  while  I  was  present.  Giptain  Shortland 
has  behaved  in  a  very  tyrannical  manner  towards 
the  ptisonrrs ;  he  slopped  themarket  for  tea  datys 
for  a  very  trivial  occurrence,  and  part  of  the  provi- 
sions for  the  same  length  of  lime ;  do  not  think 
there  was  any  iateatioo  among  the  prisoners  to  ro- 
vence  themselves  on  Captain  Shortland ;  there 
has  been  some  irritation  against  Mr.  Beasl«y  loi- 
lerly,  because  they  thought  he  was  somewiiet 
dilatory  in  preparing  cartel^  hot  (here  were  dooo 
whatever  againat  the  Amorieu  Oereramnc ; 
ibere  was  a  report  that  veeaeb  of  war  woOld  oono 
from  Amerioa  to  take  prisonen,  but  even  whoa 
first  started  it  did  not  gaio  mooh  eredit :  the  opper 
stories  of  Noa.  3  and  4  hare  been  unfit  w  tha-ano 
to  lire  in,  very  open,  and  aomctiiDca  aftoat  wiA 
rain. 

WXUm  B,  Ortm,  one  of  the  committee,  being 
sworn,  says :  I  saw  a  little  of  the  affiir  stated  io 
(he  report,  but  the  prinoipal  part  was  frota  the 
czamioation  of  others.  I  was  walking  between 
No.  7  and  the  barrack  wall ;  did  mi  observe  Iboi 
many  prisoners  were  there ;  they  are  olvvys  so 
Bomerons  in  the  yard,  that  one  might  not  observe 
whether  Ihere  was  a  crowd  <»  not ;  I  beard  bd 
bar  brealdttg  tbe  wall;  went  into  my  own  ymrd, 
Noa.  1  and  3 ;  the  prtaooers  were  almost  all  In. 
I  heard  tbe  alarm-bell,  opoo  which  I  walked  np 
to  the  railings,  and  saw  the  soldiers  firing  on  the 
prisoners;  could  not  tell  the  number  <^  the  sol- 
diers, but  the  yard  appeared  to  be  Aitl ;  it  appealed 
to  me,  from  the  aemW  of  muskets  I  bMrd,  (hoi 
the  whole  raiment  mast  have  ired  sevei^  vol- 
leys. I  went  behind  iho  cook  houae,  and  heard 
the  balls  flying  in  all  directions  ;  the  priaMsra 
rttQ  op  to  the  railiiigB  from  onriniiy  $  wu  wut 
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B«Br  eooogfa  ta  bear  ao  order  to  fire ;  after  firiDS 
a  few  Tolleys,  they  opened  ibe  gates,  and  ebar^ 
the  prtsoners  in  the  yard,  and,  after  tbev  were  in 
their  pri>OB«,  iber  fired  in ;  I  beard  tnat  shot« 
were  fired  into  No.  3— into  the  door;  nw  no 
stones  thrown  oat  of  No.  3 :  saw  only  one  stone 
thrown  into  the  square ;  the  firing  appeared  lo 
ma  to  last  fifteen  or  twenty  minntee.  l  heard  a 
noise  amonff  the  prisoners,  bat  no  partienlar 
■houtiBg  or  eheeriag ;  saw  the  greater  part  of  the 
prifloaers  rnn ;  after  the  first  Are,  erery  man  se- 
Bored  himself  M  well  as  he  eeuld ;  there  appeared 
no  interral  in  the  ftri^i  it  continued  all  the 
wbil^  until  the  soldiers  opened  the  gates  and 
wont  iBto  the  yard.  I  Icoew  of  no  intention  wbat- 
Bver  among  the  prisoners  to  bre«k  out ;  we  were 
(hen  daily  exacting  cartels. 

MUl  McKmnon.  nrisooer,  being  sworn,  savs : 
[  was  in  tbe  yard  rio.  7  before  the  alarm-bell 
rang.  1  saw  some  men  making  a  breach  in  the 
wall.  At  first,  there  were  only  three  or  four,  but 
tfterwards  tb«y  iocreased  to  aboot  twenty  or 
:wonty-fire,  standing  round.  I  can  ascribe  this 
»>nduet  to  nothing  but  mere  wantonneu;  can 
Kcrib*  it  to  no  other  motive.  I  staid  till  the  hole 
was  made,  and  they  began  to  throw  things  at  the 
lentry.  I  saw  the  sentry  put  his  bayonet  through 
M  a  watning;  be  desired  ibem  several  times  to 
;o  avwy.  1  beloag  to  another  prison.  I  came  to 
ihogMe.  I  heard  the  alarm-bell  ring  before  I  eame. 
[  saw  a  inrttkey  looking  in  the  direction  of  the 
ireaoh,  and,  expecting  that  (be  military  would 
>e  called  out,  I  went  to  gate  No.  4.  I  remained 
here  a  oonsiderabie  time,  natil  the  troops  were 
Irawn  np  in  line;  they  then  charged.  I  could 
«e  iDto  toe  market  square.  I  saw  the  prisoners 
letween  the  niling^,  aad  the  soldiers  in  front  of 
So,  4gate.  My  atteaiion  was  engrossed  by  what 
iras  befwe  me,  and  I  did  not  obserre  bow  many 
^era  were  to  ny  right  at  No.  1  gate.  I  beard  an 
>rd«r  iftnn  l»  ohnrge  Md  fir^  bat  do  not  know 
if  whcMB.  At  this  time  the  ^^tonen  w»e  dar* 
ag  tbm  military,  bat  not  expecting  they  really 
ironld  hare  them.  Cannot  say  1  atfw  any  stones 
ihffown.  I  saw  the  first  fire,  but  did  not  obserre 
ibe  eloratieii  of  the  muskets.  The  prisoners  re- 
.rMied  after  the  first  fire,  but  I  heai4  them  ebout- 
ttg  and  rallying— cheering  eaoh  othep— and  I 
hiok  I  heard  thnn  again  dare  the  soldiers  to  fire. 
[  beard  sereral  sa|^  they  thougbt  ihey  were  blank 
jaruidges ;  I  gare  it  as  my  opinion.  I  went  down 
owavde  my  prison,  and  was  told  on  the  way  ibat 
Haywood  was  killed.  I  went  to  see,  and  saw  a 
^k  man  lying  within  the  innei  gate  of  No.  4. 
[  tboa  west  up  to  the  gate  to  speak  lo  Captain 
Sbortlaad.  The  turnkey  let  me  tbroagb,  and  I 
old  Captain  0hortlaad  that  a  nan  was  kiUadi 
ind  begged  him  to  make  the  firing  cense,  and  not 
o  be  wasting  Ibe  liresof  the  prisoners.  He  told 
oe  to  go  to  my  prison.  I  spoke  to  the  ofieer 
tpparently  commanding  the  gnard  to  the  eame 
nirport,  who  said  there  sboaU  he  a  truee  if  the 
jriaoners  would  go  to  their  pi^tmt.  Captain 
Shortland  knew  me  personally.  I  ms  going  to 
Mo.  1  gate,  and  saw  sereral  persons  at  ue  door 
if  ika  reonring  boose,  with  two  or  thrw  wandtd: 


men.  One  of  these  persons  was  drunk,  and  abused 
the  s<rfdier8,  who  did  not  appear  to  attend  to  him  so 
much  as  they  might,  bad  he  been  sober.  I  went 
down  to  No.  4  yard.  While  goiog  down  the 
yard,  a  volley  was  fired  into  it  by  the  soldiers  in 
the  market  square.  There  were  many  prisoners 
then  in  the  yard.  I  did  not  see  mwe  than  one 
line  of  military  hi  the  square  )it  was  two  deep, 
and  extended  almost  across.  Was  going  np  the 
yard,  when  I  met  *  P*rty  of  military  with  an  offi- 
cer, driring  along  four  or  fire  prisoners,  f  went 
Up  to  the  officer,  (who  I  understood  afterwards 
was  Major  Jolli^)  and  remonstrated  with  him  on 
the  harsh  treatment  the  prisoners  were  receiring. 
He  pnt  his  fist  in  my  face,  and  swore  "by  God, 
they  would  not  trifled  with  any  lon^^er  by  us," 
(^tbeprisooere.)  I  was  then  driren  with  the  rest 
into  No.  4,  the  sergeant  baring  bin  halbert  close 
to  one  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  soldiers  their  bay- 
onets eharged.  I  entered  the  prison  with  my  iaee 
to  the  soldiers,  until  1  was  so  far  that  1  thought 
I  was  safe,  wben  I  turned  my  back,  and  at  inat 
moment  a  masket  was  fired  close  to  me,  which 
wonnded  a  little  boy,  who  screamed  and  dropped 
down:  he  died  tbe  next  day.  There  were  no 
stones  thrown  out  wben  tbe  shot  was  fired,  wu 
any  insulting  langaage  used  towards  the  sotifien. 
The  prisoners  were  crowdiog  round  the  door,  not 
being  able  to  get  in  fast  enough,  but  (here  was 
no  tumult  among  tbem.  Heard  no  order  to  fire 
the  shot.  I  heard  the  report  near  me.  The  doors 
were  then  locked  up.  I  hare  not  tbe  least  belief 
that  tbete  was  any  concert  or  intention  among 
the  priaojiers  to  break  out.  I  did  not  know  tbe 
arms  were  kept  in  the  btrmek  yard,  nor  do  I  be- 
tiere  it  was  generally  known  among  tbe  prison- 
efs.  I  think  the  breach  and  the  breaking  of  the 
gate  Were  only  acts  of  wantonness,  like  throwing 
turf  at  each  oifa«r.  There  was  a  good  onder- 
atanding  between  the  prisoners  and  the  airfdiers|, 
partien&rly  the  Derby  militia;  theyused  to  bent 
asristanee  to  them  when  themarketa  were  stopped. 
The  Somereet  regiment  was  aot  up  to  so  maeh 
as  die  Derby.  K  think  ihe  sentries  were  removed 
from  tile  yafd  to  premt  eommonication  with 
the  prisoner^  nttt  through  any  fear  of  them.  If 
there  bad  been  any  concert,  they  would  hare  made 
some  preparations;  but  there  did  not  appear  any 
among  tbem,  as  the  gambling  tables  were  not 
remftved  from  where  they  usually  were.  1  hare 
since  seen  some  who  broke  tbe  will,  who  hare 
expressad  sorrow  for  what  they  had  done,  from 
the  eoMeqneaees  resulting  from  it,  but  declared 
they  had  no  intention  to  escape. 

mnea  Jeteph  and  Henty  Allen,  the  rvo  re- 
maining of  tbe  eommittee,  knew  nothing  of  ibeir 
ova  knowledge,  aod  were,  therefore.  Dot  exam- 
ined. 

•Wto  G.  OxitcktUy  prisoner,  being  sworn,  sayi: 
I  belong  to  No.  7  priaoB.  On  the  6th  of  April, 
between  aix  and  seren  in  the  afternoon,  wbile 
walking  In  that  yard,  I  beard  a  report  that  some 
boys  were  mohiB^  a  hole  in  Uie  wall.  Being  in 
the  yard  abreast  of  the  market  square,  1  saw 
Oapt^n  Sbortland  coming  down  tbe  market 
aqaato  at  tbe  head  of  a  party  of  soldiefa;  they 
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.were  formed  in  a  Une^  and  began  to  fire  immedi- 
ately. I  did  not  see  any  prisoners  then  in  the 
square ;  a  few  were  between  me  ud  the  railinn. 
I  could  have  seen  any  who  might  htTe  been  m 
the  square.  I  saw  no  charge  of  the  bayonet.  I 
lieard  an  order  to  fire,  but  do  not  know  by  whom ; 
ttl  the  first  volley  one  man  fell  about  four  yards 
from  me.  I  went  to  bim,  and  asked  what  was 
the  matter;  he  said  he  was  wonoded  in  the 
breast,  but  I  did  not  believe  it,  thinking  it  impos- 
sible, till  I  felt  it.  I  called  assistance,  and  was 
iryiog  to  get  bim  to  the  ^receiving  house,  when 
Captain  Shortland  entered  Na  7  gate  with  two 
soldiers,  and  said  something  which  induced  the 
two  others  to  run  away  and  leave  the  wounded 
man  with  me;  upon  wnicb.  Captain  Shortland, 
seeing  I  did  not  run,  said,  "Kill  the  damned  ras- 
cal ;"^the  soldiers  charged  on  me,  and  a  bayonet 
pierced  my  clothes  and  skio,  going  in  about  a 
quarter  of  an  ioch.  I  was  then  forced  to  leave 
tbe  wounded  man  and  run,  when  a  soldier  fol- 
lowed mt ;  and  Captain  Shortland,  urging  bim 
on.  repeated  severaf  times  "Kill  the  damned  ras- 
cal." While  running  on  I  was  pricked  three 
times,  and  should  hare  been  killed,  but,  stepping 
asid^  the  bayonet  ran  under  my  arm;  and  tbe 
soldier,  with  the  force  of  tbe  thrust,  fell  on  his 
knees,  by  which  means  I  escaped  into  tbe  prison. 
There  are  four  doors  to  No.  7  prison ;  all  but  one 
were  shut,  which  one  was  exposed  to  the  fire; 
all  the  prisoners  were  crowding  to  one  door ;  tbe 
door  leu  open  was  tbe  one  which  was  usually  so; 
but  tbe  doors  were  shut,  I  think,  sooner  than 
usual,  and  the  prisoners  were  trying  to  gel  in  at 
the  shut  doors;  tbe  prisoners  being  pursued  by 
the  soldiers,  alt  crowded  to  one  door,  one  over  tbe 
other,  and,  being  unable  to  get  in  fast  eooujgh, 
were  wounded  by  the  bayonau  of  the  soldiers 
messing  behind.  While ^tting  in  No.  7, 1  saw 
Captain  Shortland  running  down  the  yard  to- 
wards No.  5  with  tbe  soldiers,  and  heard  bim 
order  them  to  fire;  am  quite  sure  I  heard  bim 
order  them  to  fire ;  he  was  facing  me  at  the  time; 
was  running  towards  No.  5,  and  ordering  them 
to  fire  as  tbey  ran,  which  they  did;  cannot  posi- 
tively say  be  had  arms  in  bis  hands  when  com- 
ing down  the  yard.  I  did  not  see  that  the  sol- 
diers hesitated  to  fire  when  ordered ;  they  did  fire. 
Never  bad  any  personal  altercation  or  difficulty 
with  Captaio  Shortland ;  never  spoke  to  bim,  nor 
been  spoken  to  by  him.  Do  not  think  there  was 
any  intention  to  break  out.  The  firing  in  the 
yard  was  after  tbat  in  tbe  market  square;  two 
soldiers  came  in  the  gate  abreast  of  Captain 
Shortland,  bat  many  followed  him— thirty  or 
forty,  perhaps.  After  tbe  soldiers  were  in  the 
yard,  those  on  the  ramparts  did  not  fire.  There 
were  aboal  forty  or  fifty  shots  by  those  in  tbe 
yard.  While  the  prisoners  were  running  to  No. 
7,  tbey  were  cut  off  by  a  cross-fire  from  the  ram- 
parts; (he  pointed  to  the  place  where  be  was 
wounded  in  the  back,)  was  told  by  others  my 
wound  was  a  quarter  of  an  inch  deep;  it  swelled 
up  considerably,  and  was  very  sore,  as  was  the 
case  with  all  three  wounds ;  was  never  under  any 
of  the  surgeons  or  surgeou'  mates. 


Andrew  Daois,  iiriaoner.  being  awora,  says: 
1  belong  to  No.  3  prison.  I  was  at  tbe  botiom  of 
No.  3  yard  on  the  eviMiing  of  the  &b,  jost  before, 
counting  in  time,  the  horn  had  aoanaM*  On  tbe 
first  report  of  muskets,  the  prisoners  said  they 
were  blank  cartridges.  I  went  up  to  No.  1  gate. 
When  I  got  there,  five  or  six  men  were  briagi^ 
a  man  who  appeared  to  be  badly  wounded  inis 
the  market  square;  they  had  brought  him  inside 
the  inner  gate  next  the  square.  Ilieard  Captaia 
Shortland  order  them  to  let  go  the  wounded  man. 
One  of  them  remonstrated  against  it,  and  Cap- 
tain Shortland  struck  him  with  bis  fist.  The  mu 
then  went  outside  of  tbe  gate  into  the  passage 
between  the  two  gates,  and  said  to  Captain  Short- 
land,  "  You'll  recollect  yoo  have  struck  me  twice, 
and  I'll  have  satisfaction  for  it"  Captain  Short 
land  told  him  to  go  into  the  prison,  or  he  would 
order  the  men  to  Are  on  him.  I  then  went  dowa 
to  No.  1  prison,  and  saw  no  more.  The  soldiers 
were  drawn  up  in  the  square  when  the  woaodcd 
man  was  there,  and  Captain  Shortland  in  front 
of  them.  It  was  about  ten  minates  or  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  the  firiur  b^an  thai  the  above 
transaction  took  place.  One  or  two  voiUeys  weie 
fired  after  that. 

John  Odione,  priaona  being  sworn :  (His  evi- 
dence before  the  coroner  being  read  to  hiro,  said 
be  had  no  correction  to  make  in  it,  other  thaa  it 
was  possible  tbat  there  might  have  been  some  few 

Srisoners  in  the  square,  bat  there  were  no  nam- 
ers  of  them,  prevuoslv  to  the  drawing  op  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  square.)  I  stood  on  the  steps  at 
tbe  cook-house  in  the  market  wiuate.  I  could  see 
the  whole  of  what  was  passing  in  tbe  sqnn 
The  gate  was  burst  aboot  the  same  moment  tbe 
soldiers  were  firing  obliquely  to  the  Id^  after  tbey 
were  drawn  up  in  line.  The  prisMiers  rushed  in 
tmmediat^y,  but  not  violently.  I  heard  an  order 
to  fire,  which  was  from  Captain  Sboniaadi  as 
near  as  I  can  judge  of  any  man  who  had  his  wek 
to  me :  it  was  in  Captain  Shortland's  voice.  He 
was  about  one  hundred  feet  from  me.  1  am  as 
positive  as  I  can  be  under  such  eircumstaneea 
tbat  tbe  order  came  from  bim.  Captain  Short- 
land  appeared  to  be  tn  a  great  passion  when  eit- 
tering  the  square :  he  looked  very  red,  and  spc^ 
loud.  I  am  confident  there  was  no  disposition  to 
break  out.  There  was  venr  little  interval  of  time 
between  the  marching  of  the  soldiers  into  the 
square  and  the  sounding  of  tbe  horn  for  touiaf 
in ;  the  horn  was  first;  tbe  alarm-bill  rang  neacly 
at  the  same  time  that  the  soldiers  entmd  tlw 
square.  The  prisoners  generallj  cooeetved  iImi 
there  was  a  tardiness  in  Mr.  Beasley's  fitting  out 
ships,  and  there  was  discontent  anoac  Uwm 
ag^nst  bim^  but  ao  eomplainit  against  the  A.ncF' 
ican  or  British  Governments. 

Gerard  AnttA,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says: 
I  was  in  the  market  square  with  Captain  Odiome, 
who  requested  me  to  stay,  after  the  bora  was 
sounded,  till  the  wagon  was  unloaded.  I  told  him 
my  prison  would  be  shut,  as  the  horn  had  seand- 
ed,  and  I  would  be  shut  out,  and  I  thought  I  had 
better  go.  I  did  stay  several  minutes  Jongei. 
Seeing  the  prisoners  nearly  all  in,  I  said  I  aiast 
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fo,  I  saw  Arnold  cemiog  op  tlit  smiare,  and 
«w  also  Captain  Sborilaod  by  himself  close  to 
be  wagon.  The  captain  asked  Arnold  whieiher 
iie  prisoners  were  all  in.  Arnold  said.  "  Sir, 
Jiey  have  got  two  boles  in  the  wall."  Captain 
Aid,  "Damn  you,  why  did  you  not  let  me  know 
bat  before  1 — go  and  nog  tbe  bell."  I  tamed  from 
Ddioine,  bade  him  good  night,  and  went  down  to 
be  gates,  which  were  all  closed,  and  I  was  ob- 
iged  to  get  over  the  raiUog.  Wbeo  I  got  OTcr, 
[  saw  DO  tamoU  among  the  prisooera.  One  mao 
.old  me  (hat  some  boys  haa  taken  some  atones 
mi  of  ibe  wall,  and  wondered  what  it  could  be 
!br.  "  I  do  not  know,"  aaid  I,  "  hot  I  suppose  it 
3  through  miscbief." 

Robert  Johnton,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says : 
[  know  Oatcbell  j  I  was  at  tbe  gate  No.  7  when 
Japt.  Shortland  spoke  to  him ;  I  nn  directly  up  to 
:he  gate  from  No.  5 ;  at  the  first  firing  a  woiinded 
nan  lay  about  fire  or  six  yards  from  the  gate,  on 
.he  prison  side ;  Gatcbell  and  two  or  three  otbers 
:ame  up  to  lake  bim,  as  I  suppose,  to  the  receir- 
og  bouse;  when  be  got  into  toe  passage  between 
he  railings,  Captain  Shortland  oame  io  with  two 
>r  three  soldiers,  and  told  them  to  go  back,  or  he 
ironid  kill  them ;  the  soldiers  followed ;  in  rush- 
ug  in,  Captain  Shortland  stumbled  over  the 
irounded  man ;  Oatehall  did  not  go  away  imme- 
liately;  Captain  Shorilaod  ordered  the  soldiera 
;o  cha^e  on  him;  tme  did  charge  on  him,  and 
toother  on  me;  I  then  made  ^y  escape  into  tbe 
|}risoik }  I  am  quite  sure  Captain  Shortland  or- 
Jered  tbe  soldiers  to  chai^ ;  this  was  after  the 
irin^  in  the  market  square.  At  the  first  fire  I 
me  in  my  berth ;  had  no  idea  that  there  would 
M  any  disturbance,  or  that  tbe  military  were 
Iriog  with  ball.  I  heard  no  abusive  language 
from  Capuin  Shortland. 

Jame»  N.  Btuhfidd,  prisoner,  being  sworn, 
laye :  I  was  present  all  the  time  tbe  breach  was 
!)eiDg  made,  but  was  not  one  of  those  who  did 
make  it ;  I  bad  no  idea  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
making  their  escape,  but  supposed  it  was  through 
uero  miscbief }  there  wereabout  twenty  or  tweuty- 
Bve  prisoners  round  itj  they  began  in  the  morn- 
ing; 1  was  there  when  the  sentinel  told  them  to 
go  away,  or  he  would  firej  they  set  op  a  laugb, 
and  drew  back  aAer  he  put  his  bayowt  through 
the  bole,  forming  a  circle  of  fifteen  or  twenty- 
five  feet  from  the  wall ;  at  that  time  there  were 
not  more  than  twenty-fire  or  thirty  people,  but 
afterwards  they  ran  from  all  <|narters  to  see  the 
hole,  hearing  the  others  at  it  laughing;  they 
knew  nothing  of  it  before;  I  went  towards  the 
gate  when  I  beard  tbe  first  fire,  which  1  supposed 
was  with  blank  cartridges,  until  I  heard  the  balls 
whistle ;  do  act  suppose  a  man  in  the  yard  knew 
there  were  arms  in  tbe  barrack  yard. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow,  8  o'clock. 

Dartmoob,  Sunday,  April  1615. 
Met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  8  o'clock, 
present:  Paul  Tteby  Treby.  Esq.,  one  of  the 
mutistrates  for  tbe  county  of  Oeron. 

Wmiam  CZemeiito,  pciaoner,  beiog  sw(»a,  says: 


I  was  most  of  tbe  evening  at  prison  No^  1,  and 
towards  the  close  of  the  eveniae  was  going  to 
my  own  prison,  No.  7;  I  saw  about  twenty  or 
thirty  prisoners  gathered  round  tbe  wall  of  No. 
7,  and  considered  they  were  gambling;  going  up 
to  it,  saw  dirt  about  a  breach  in  the  wall,  and 
then  several  took  up  stones  and  threw  them  at  it, 
in  order  to  force  it  through.  I  went  down  the 
yard,  and  came  up  again,  at  which  time  they 
were  still  throwing  against  the  breach ;  they 
made  a  hole;  I  then  saw  Captain  BhorilaBd 
eome  up  to  it  with  same  soldiers  on  the  other 
ude ;  be  spoke  though  the  hole,  asking  what  they 
did  it  for ;  a  number  answered  they  bad  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  and  some  said  they  dug  it  for  amuse- 
ment ;  Capuin  Shortland  said,  if  they  did  not 
disperse,  he  would  be  obliged  to  fire  upon  them ;' 
he  then  went  away;  they  then  dispersed  aoil 
some  who  were  digging  went  into  their  prisons; 
I  heard  no  insulting  language  to  Captain  Short- 
land  ;  the  bole  was  then  large  enough  for  a  man 
to  get  through ;  saw  none  attempt  to  get  tbrotigh ; 
I  cousidcrea  the  digging  of  the  hole  was  merely 
tbroneh  miscbief;  a  number  of  small  places  had 
been  dug  in  the  wall  in  the  course  of  tbe  day  ;  a 
great  many  prisoners  were  in  the  yard  No.  7— 
mote,  perhaps,  than  uaoal,  it  being  so  fine  an 
eraning;  I  went  towards  my  own  prison,  and 
found  all  the  doors  but  one  shut ;  I  heard  a  great 
noise  at  the  top  of  the  yard,  and  went  toward 
tbe  ^tes;  hcui  many  cry  out  "keeno;'*  Jeemo 
is  said  among  the  prisoners  when  anything  fklls, 
even  in  the  prison  ;  many  ory  it  out  when  they 
do  not  know  what  is  tbe  matter :  I  suppose  there 
were  about  forty  or  fifty  soldiers  tneo  in  the 
market  square,  drawn  op  on  me  side ;  tbe  pris- 
oners were  going  through  at  No.  1  gate ;  tbe  sol- 
diers came  down  to  tbe  chai^  and  then  drew 
back;  the  prisoners  were  not  so  numerous  as  the 
soldiers ;  I  suppose  there  might  be  thirty  prison- 
ers in  the  square ;  they  made  no  opposition ;  some 
of  them  appeared  to  be  in  liquor;  the  prisoners 
are  not  permitted  to  be  in  tbe  market  square ;  the 

Sates  were  locked;  when  the  prisooers  were 
riven  through  the  gate,  tbe  soldiers  fired ;  they 
fired  into  No.  1  gate.  I  heard  no  wder  to  fire: 
was  not  io  a  situation  to  hear  it;  the  aoMiers  fired 
right  into  the  gates;  did  not  observe  how  the 
muskets  were  levelled  the  first  fire;  I  considered 
they  fired  with  blank  cartridges  first;  this  was 
into  No.  1  gale,  and  there  were  oaly  a  few  shots, 
but  aAerwards  a  volley ;  I  saw  a  man  fall  at  No. 
1  gate,  when  I,  with  others,  attempted  to  remove 
him,  when  another  volley  was  fired  in ;  put  him 
behind  tbe  wall;  be  said  he  was  woundra  in  the 
breast ;  we  put  our  haeds  there,  but  felt  nothing ; 
he  soon  died,  and  then  we  found  the  ball  bad  en- 
tered bis  bead.  At  tbe  time  of  tbe  first  fire  I 
heard  no  abuse  from  the  prisoners,  nor  saw  any 
stones  thrown  dnriog  tbe  whole  time ;  there  was 
some  turf  inside  the  square,  which  I  thought  had 
been  brought  io  by  the  people  who  had  the  liber- 
ty of  the  square ;  after  the  first  fire  the  prisoners 
did  not  rally  or  cheer,  but  were  eager  to  get  into 
their  prisons ;  1  cannot  sajr  why  so  many  of  the 
prtsoneia  were  out  at  the  time ;  1  did  not  hear  the 
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•km  Ml ;  a  lamber  of  prisoners  knew  DOlhhig 
«r  it  itU  ibey  heard  the  reports  of  the  mDskeft; 
nw  an  officer  with  the  soldiers ;  the  vffioer  was 
the  first  nrao  who  entered  No.  7  ysfd ;  it  was  not 
'  Gaptaio  Shortland ;  I  mw  Captiin  Shorlland  in 
the  fan),  bat  whefhor  it  was  he  or  the  other  offi- 
cer who  first  came  in  I  do  not  know ;  I  saw  an 
officer  hariog  hold  of  a  prisoner  by  the  collar, 
«nd  strike  him  with  a  sword  ooee  or  twice;  he 
nade  no  attempt  to  stab  him ;  t  then  went  into 
No.  7,  and  saw  nothing  more.  There  was  do  par- 
lienlar  uoeasiness  among  the  prisoners,  at  not  be- 
ing released,  only  talking  aboat  it,  and  saying 
they  tboDght  it  hard ;  hot  they  were  as  obedient 
to  the  orders  and  reffolations  of  the  prison  as  be- 
fore the  accooDt  of  the  ratification. 

JohnBabbard,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says:  I 
was  carrying  a  wounded  man  to  the  hospital; 
Cnptain  skorllaad  came  up  to  me,  (I  was  then 
about  half  way  up  the  market  sqoare;)  he  order- 
ed me  to  drop  the  man ;  I  told  him  I  shonld  not, 
fiw  he  was  a  dead  dhd,  and  I  wmnted  to  take  him 
tn  the  hespitai ;  he  gare  mc  a  crack  on  the  nedc 
wish  his  fist,  mad  ordered  the  soldiers  to  charge 
on  OS  I  I  then  went  bade  directly,  as  the  soldiers 
wm  running  towards  me,  and  ran  in;  they  did 
not  follow  OS  any  distance;  they  halted  as  soon 
a*  we  ran;  wheo  I  got  in  I  called  to  Captain 
Shorlland,  and  told  htm,  Yon  wilt  recollect,  sir, 
yon  struck  me,  if  yon  are  brooght  to  aeconot  for 
4his he  said,  "  he  would  strike  my  damned  heart 
if  he  bad  me  there;"  lam  sure  of  this;  I  did 
not  threaten  him  that  I  woald  bare  satisfaction  of 
him.  I  do  not  know  any  of  the  men  who  were 
ii^itb  me,  helping  to  take  the  dead  man;  tbere 
were  abont  four  or  five ;  the  soldiers  at  this  time 
Were  drawn  up  across  the  square ;  there  had  been 
mneb  firing  hckn  this ;  I  saw  the  soldiers  fire 
into  Now  3,  after  the  prisoners  were  in;  I  was 
atnnding  close  to  the  door ;  1  belong  to  ihat  prison, 
md  mess  close  to  the  door;  there  wen  eighteen 
-or  twenty  soldiers  at  the  doer,  bvt  do  not  kAow 
whether  they  all  fired ;  I  saw  the  mnskete  lerd- 
lad ;  seren  or  eight  sboU  struck  the  stairs,  and 
•eme  went  to  the  other  side  of  the  prison ;  at  this 
time  there  were  fire  or  six  pritoners  going  in  at 
the  door;  one  got  wounded  on  diBslcp]  I  did  not 
see  any  stones  thrown  out,  but  heard  after  War  da 
there  was  one  thrown  ouL 

Hoimr  Afjf.-~(His  eridcnoe  before  the  coroner 
betdg  read  to  him,  ha  said  it  was  coneet.)  I  am 
ante  I  heard  Ca^Mmn  ^bortland  give  orders  to 
fire;  I  was  then  about  thirty  or  taitf  feet  from 
Wm,  near  gate  Nu.  4,  under  the  platfonn ;  he  was 
then  facing  me;  the  first  fire  was  a  Tolley;  there 
wen  Dvstnggitng  MBS  preceded  the  volley;  they 
Bred  imttediaiety  ^r  they  got  the  word;  there 
IPU  no  hesitation.  I  do  not  think  there  were 
■ere  than  three  or  fear  prisoners  in  the  market 
a^eare,  In  front  of  the  soidien,  at  the  time  of  the 
first  fire;  they  had  retreated  through  the  gate, 
and  shut  it  after  lh«m. 

Jamw  Beeva,  prisoner,  bein^  sworn,  says :  I 
betopg  to  prison  No.  1.  I  was  rather  groggy  that 
e^inr.  I  saw  a  mulstto  mao,  who  was  groggy, 
break  the  chain  which  fattened  the  gate  No.  1, 


with  a  bar  like  a  crowbar;  the  bar  was  flat  and 
thick,  sovKthing  like  a  chisel,  about  two  ffsci 
long ;  the  alartaa  hell  w«s  rtngiog  at  the  time  he 
wns  brcMcing  the  chain,  before  the  gate  was 
broken  open.  I  suppose  there  were  ae  muy  ai 
fifty  pnsoat  around  the  gate;  thepreesare  iktj 
made  parted  the  gate  sooner.  As  sooa  as  tbe  gate 
was  open,  a  great  many  ratbed  through  into  the 
square;  there  were  about  iwelrc  or  thirteen; 
there  we#e  a  great  many  between  the  two  roll- 
ings ;  they  were  all  hallooing  and  making  a  neise. 
I  went  out  into  tite  square;  I  was  tipsr, « I  cop- 
pose  I  shonld  not  hare  done  11  I  saw  tne  soidien 
coming  down ;  they  eh&raed  upon  ua  immcdi- 
atelv,  and  I  then  went  nek  directly.  I  im 
priiiked.  I  lost  mj  hat,  and  went  to  pick  it  up, 
when  I  w«s  pruked  again.  I  went  baint  with  my 
bee  to  them ;  some  turned  their  backs ;  bat  I  stood 
a  little  more  opoa  going  back  than  I  shonld  bare 
done  bad  I  been  sober.  I  recetred  two  priela  ia 
the  breast,  and  two  in  the  arm.  W*  abut  the 
gate  as  soon  as  we  ebold.  C^tain  Shwtlamd 
was  abreast  of  the  gate  No.  1,  la  front  of  the  eol- 
diers.  I  am  pretty  snra  he  was  in  front  of  tliem. 
I  heard  him  sing  out  "  fire"  twice ;  beard  him 
order  both  to  charge  and  fire;  can  swear  I  heard 
him  order  to  fire  twice;  ifaiok  Captain  Sfaortland 
was  in  front  of  the  soldiers;  canoot  say  how  he 
escaped  being  shot  more  iban  myaelf.  I  heard 
no  shooting  among  the  prisoners  after  the  firing. 
After  we  were  inside  No.  1  prison,  I  watched  an 
opportunity,  being  mad  at  being  pricked,  atkt 
flaog  a  stone  myself  oat  at  tbe  soldiers;  the  e<^- 
diers  bad  fired  Into  the  prison  before  I  did  so.  I 
saw  no  stones  thrown,  nor  heard  any  abuse  i^r 
thectaarge  and  beibre  the  firing;  hut,  after  the 
firing,  the  prisoners  ran  into  the  yard,  and  sung 
out'*fire,aodbedamDed,"anddarea them.  Icried 
oat  "fire,  nod  be  danued,"  -wbidi  Idid  because 
I  was  mad  at  being  pricked  for  iHtthiag,  as  I 
tho^rtit.  Mr.  Magrato,  tbe  surgvo^  spoke  to  oe, 
and  desiied  as  to  go  haok ;  he  said,  if  any  UaOM 
was  to  be  attribnted  to  anybody  that  we  were  not 
sent  hoMK,  it  was  not  owing  to  Captain  Short- 
land  or  the  English  Government,  bat  to  Mr. 
Bcasley.  Some  did  go  bock  in  coneeq«iKe,aid 
if  I  bad  been  sober  i  should  probaUy  hare  dene 
BO  too.  This  was  brfete  any  soMiers  were  ia  Ihe 
aqnare. 

WiUiiUn  MitcJuU,  prisoaer.  being  sworn,  aayi; 
I  belonged  to  No.  1 ;  was  Walking  in  the  yard,  si 
were  a  gratt  many  more,  it  being  very  fine;  did 
not  know  anythtog  particular  was  goi^  eo.  I 
saw  Nichols,  the  tornkey,  running  dewn,  and 
a  great  mavy  prnoners  with  him  sti^ng  ent 
"  keeno ;"  they  ran  out  of  cariosity,  to  see  what 
was  the  RtBtter ;  I  did  not  know  what  was  tbe 
matter.  Aboat  this  time  I  heard  first  a  single 
musket,  and  afterwards  a  volley,  and  thtt  aiore. 
I  asked  what  was  the  naatter  1  And  was  told  sook 
boys  had  made  a  hole  in  the  wall  of  No.  7  ysid. 
I  said,  **  what  do  they  fire  here  for?**  I  weatsnd 
belped  to  shut  the  inner  gate  of  No.  1,  and  sail  we 
had  no  business  with  soldiers  there.  There  were 
not  above  thirty  prisoners' thereat  that  liiw.  The 
soldiers  eome  in.  I  saw  two  officer^  and  spoke 
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to  one,  and  uked  biro  why  he  fired  gpon  people 
vho  made  no  resistance  7  He  told  me  ba  luid 
been  tbrongh  ihe  hole  in  the  wall  himselil  Cap- 
tain Shortland  told  the  prUonen  to  go  to  their 
prisons.  The  soldiers  came  in,  ehcrged  thcia  to 
their  prbooi^  and  wounded  leTeraf  I  did  not 
hear  tne  horn  or  the  alarm  bell.  Tbe  prisoners 
do  not  Qsualljr  go  in  when  tbe  born  first  sounds, 
till  tbe  turnkeys  come  down  and  iell  them  to  tim 
in}  tbey  first  go  and  lock,  three  doors,  and  after- 
■rards  the  fourth  and  last. 

Q^T^  OUi/tocuni6,  being  swori^  says :  I  am 
I  carter,  belonging  to  tbe  prison  establishment. 
[  went  to  Plymouth  on  tbis  6tb  of  April  with 
\  letter}  I  overtook  a  man  named  Roberts  on 
:he  road,  who  had  been  released  from  prison 
hat  moroing;  he  told  me  bis  name  was  Roberts. 
'.  entered  ioto  cooTersaiioD  with  him ;  be  said  he 
ras  glad  be  was  released,  for  he  thought  tbat  io 
\  few  days  an  Attempt  would  be  made  to  break 
Hit  of  prison.  laskeo  bim  howit  would  bedoae? 
le  said  theie  waf  talk  among  the  ringleaders 
hat  it  ibonld  be  at  the  time  ue  bread  wuons 
irent  in.  when  the  iron  gates  were  open,  and  be 
eared  tne  conseqncoces  would  be  very  great ;  be 
aid  that  Slater  nod  Jack  Cra&dall  were  ring- 
Eaders  of  the  whole.  I  did  not  meotion  this  at 
'lyraoutb.  It  was  tea  o'clock  at  night  when  I 
elurned,  aad  then  the  affair  at  the  prison  had 
lappeoed.  Next  raomiog  I  told  the  chief  clerk, 
ir.  Holmden,  what  I  had  heard,  and  adriaed  him 
ot  to  keep  both  gates  open  at  once.  (There  are 
tt  the  books  two  snob  nAism  aa  SIat«  and  Gru- 
all.) 

Ijol  Doxaji,  prisoner,  of  No.  5  prison,  being 
worn,  says:  I  was  walking  about  half  way  be- 
veen  tbe  hole  and  the  g«te.  The  eook-bwHc  of 
[o.  6  was,  I  thought,  the  only  safe  place  from 
le  firing)  I  tried  to  get  into  No.  bat  could  not, 
od  renmitud  in  the  eookrhonee  until  uext  mern- 
ig,  I  twiitd  aeatteriog  guns  firng  after  the  pris* 
ncre  were  all  innoing  away,  as  if  fired  at  single 
ersoos  crossing  tbe  yard. 

SamMl  Butf  turnkey,  being  sworn,  says  i  On 
peniog  tbedoor  from  the  railing  towaids  there- 
eiTing  hoQsc,  oo  the  moraiqg  of  tbe  5th  April, 
iwut  Dat/-pMt  seven  o'clock,  a  prisoner  snid  to 
le,  "  Well,  tBrnker,  how  dJd  you  like  tbe  keew> 
^ter4ay?"  I  told  bin  I  did  not  knew  anything, 
r  it,  baring  been  away}  boi,  from  what  I  bent^ 
ley  hm4  acted  Tcrr  improperly }  b«seid,  "dnmn 
Ml,  ia  A  qouter  of  an  bow  we  oan  have  all  the 
kMMy  walls  down."  I  tnisaed  round,  and  tbe 
HiTcrention  ended.  No  other  prisoners  joined 
1  these  expressions;  sevecal  were  round,  waiting 
>  go,  ioto  Ute  reeeiving  house.  Oo  tbe  6th  insi., 
I  thecTeningiiWbenailsrasqaietafieriheafinr, 
[r.  Mcroer,  who  assisted  in  the  dispensary,  said 
9  hoped  tbe  priioBers  would  not  attempt  aay- 
ling  again  J I  replied,  it  woubl  be  quite  madness, 
1  they  were  ttnamcd,  and  hoped  tbey  would  be 
eoaciled.  He  said  itmight  be  difiereot  if  tbey 
ere  to  nake  another  attempt,  as  tbey  would  not 
t  taken  surprise  again ;  and  intimaiad,  as  I 
»dera(eo4»  that  tbey  bad  upwazdt  of  thne  hund- 
d  piattfb  and  ftta  uudwifilAs,  jrbioh  I  andfr- 


Stood  were  sharp  and  fastened  on  pieces  of  wood, 
and  enough  guiipowder  to  blow  up  the  walls.  I 
heard  the  next  day  a  prisoner  say,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  wall,  if  they  coold  faave  got  one  hnnd- 
red  muskets,  tbey  would  bare  been  better  pleased, 
or  would  bare  done  better,  or  something  to  thM 
effect. 

Damd  Spence  Warren,  prisoner,  bang  sworu* 
(His  evidence  before  the  coroner  was  rend  to 
bim,  and  he  said  it  was  all  true,  and  that  he 
nothing  to  correct.)  I  was  within  seven  or  eight 
feet  of  Captain  Shortland  when  I  beard  him  give 
orders  to  ore}  I  was  inside  my  own  prison  yardj 
and  Captain  Shortland  was  close  to  tbe  gate; 
tbat  was  the  first  firing  I  beard;  there  bad  oee% 
none  before.  Soldiers  bed  broken  up  their  Una 
wbea  Captain  Shortland  led  them  into  the  prison 
yard.  Capuin  Shortland  wus  at  the  head  of  tbeae, 
in  front  of  them  all,  when  I  heard  him  tell  the  men 
to  fire.  They  did  not  fire  tbe  first  time  be  said 
»  it  was  about  a  minute  afterwaids  befoif 
tbey  fired.  He  said  "fire"  three  times;  thelut 
time  be  caught  bold  of  a  musket,  and  turned  it  t^ 
wards  a  man  standing  opposite  him,  saying,  "GqA 
damn  you,  fire."  I  cannot  sweu  that  that  musket 
was  fired.  The  firing  comownced  at  first  by  ona 
musket,  then  two,  andaflterwards  a  general  are.  X 
am  sure  tbe  firing  did  not  begin  by  a  volley.  I 
am  sure  what  i  state  is  true.  There  hwl  been  no 
firing  before  I  saw  Captain  Shortland  take  hoLdl 
of  the  musket}  I  bad  heard  none.  I  saw  no  pris- 
oners bare  hold  of  this  musket  at  tbe  time. 
Captain  Sbortiand,  when  he  told  them,  to  firc» 
was  in  front;  one  soldier  beside  him.  Tbeg 
might  have  fired  at  bis  udc,  or  over  htm,  with-, 
out  hurting  bim. 
.  RichaTd  WdUter,  prirate  in  tbe  Derby  militia, 
being  sworn,  says:  I  was  one  of  the  south  gwwL 
on  the  ereniuf  of  the  6th ;  I  was  in  the  market 
square  when  the  firing  hesu,  on  the  tight  of  tb«j 
north  guard;  when  it  began,  there  was  not  a 
prisoner  in  tbe  square ;  wbca  tne  soUiera  charged 
there  were  a  great  many  in;  cannot  say  hour 
many.  Tbey  went  back  to  their  own  jutd  di- 
rectly; WIS  formed  nearly  on  a  line  with  tbe 
north  guard.  After  tbe  charge  the  prisoners  re- 
turned to  the  gate,  and  tried  to  force  it;  they 
made  a  great  noise,  and  used  rery  abusive  lan- 
guage; they  did  not  come  b««k  into  the  nurkal 
square.  I  heard  no  order  to  fire;  first  one  musket 
was  fired ;  it  was  by  a  sentry  posted  at  tbe  botton 
of  tbe  square,in  consequence  of  the  prisoners  ahua- 
iog  him.  I  jaw  tlus ;  I  cannot  say  1  saw  the  pris- 
oners take  hold  of  hts  muskeu  I  saw  them  throw 
DO  stones  before,  but  «fier  it  was  fired  they  did; 
one  bit  me  on  tbe  arm.  I  muht  not  have  seen  it 
had  Ihe  prisoners  caught  hold  of  bis  moskeL  It 
might  b«  two  miautee  before  there  was  firing 
agutt.  As  soon  as  the  priionen  threw  stones^ 
there  was  more  firing.  Tbey  fired  several  to- 

S ether,  but  not  in  a  volley.  Do  not  recollect  I 
card  any  order  to  fire.  Heard  several  call  oat 
fire,"  and  supposed  it  might  be  tbe  prisoners  who 
were  calling  out.   I  heard  the  word  "fire"  re* 
peated,  but  do  not  know  by  whom.  I  was  olooe 
cDOttgb  to  heu  the  prisoners  eaU  oqv.  8av  Oap- 
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isia  Shortlaod  come  down,  break  tbrougb  the 
guard,  and  order  them  to  cease  firiog;  this  was 
Terf  loon  aAer  tbe  firing  began.  He  called  out 
to  tha  priaoaera,  "  For^CMd's  sake,  men,  go  in,  go 
IB."  Tbe  soldiers  did  the  same.  Capuin  Sbort- 
lasd  eaae  down  tbt  square  from  behind  the  line, 
broke  tbroogh  ibe  guard,  and  ordered  them  lo 
cctae  firing.  I  did  not  know  where  he  was  before 
the  firing. 

WUUam  Ward,  priTUie  in  tbe  Derbf  militia, 
being  sworn,  says :  I  was  net  in  the  market  sq  uare 
when  tbe  firing  b^o;  I  came  up  just  after. 
Gapain  Sbortland,  after  it  bad  continued  some 
time,  came  up,  and  ordered  tbe  soldiers  to  cease 
firing;  they  immediately  eeased.  He  said  to  tbe 
prisoners,  For  Ood's  sake,  all  of  you  go  in the 
whole  of  the  soldiers  said  tne  same.  The  prison- 
eta  ran  op  to  tbe  gales  after  that  with  a  stronger 
force  than  before,  making  a  great  noise,  but  not 
insuliiag  the  soldiers.  Saw  no  stones  thrown. 
When  Captain  Sbortlaad  gare  orders  to  cease 
firing,  they  did  so  immediately;  afterwards  tbe 
priaoners  came  up  in  large  bodies  j  there  was 
BM*  firing;  I  did  not  see  any  prisoners  come 
iMo  the  sqnare  after  that.  I  do  not  know  who 
ordered  tbe  firing  afterwards;  I  heard  Captain 
Sbortland  order  tbe  soMiera  to  cease  firing;  be 
mn  from  behind  the  line  to  the  front,  and  held  up 
both  his  hands,  saying,  **Por  God's  sake,  cease 

^ttfom  JS^»rtf,  turnkey,  being  sworn,  says:  I 
was  not  fn  tbe  market  square  before  the  firiog 
eeased.  I  came  into  the  front  yard,  and  was  told 
by  a  tnrnkey  in  ibe  lodge  that  the  prisoners  had 
made  a  breach.  I  ran  to  it,  and  some  soldiers 
came  to  reliere  tbe  sentry  at  the  bole.  Tbe  pris- 
oners were  abusing  him,  and  daring  htm  lo  fire, 
saying  bis  orders  were  not  to  fire.  I  saw  Captain 
Sbortland  at  tbe  breach ;  he  said  the  prisoners 
most  have  some  bad  intention.  He  came  round 
by  the  military  way  to  tbe  front  of  the  gate,  and 
«vdered  me  to  ring  tbe  alarm  bell|  which  I  did ; 
be  was  then  in  front  of  tbe  upper  gate,  between 
It  and  the  lodge ;  this  was  prerions  to  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  bursting  the  gate.  When  I  bad  rung 
the  alarm  bell,  I  went  lo  the  military  way ;  one 
mnsket  was  fired  first,  and  afterwards  there  was  a 
general  fire;  after  which  Captain  Sbortland  and 
some  oflScers  called  for  the  turnkeys;  I  ran  through 
the  line;  he  told  me  to  take  a  wounded  man  to 
the  hospital,  which  1  and  two  others  did.  I  re- 
turned to  the  market  square;  he  ordered  me  to 
take  another;  he' was  dead.  I  took  him  to  the 
burying  bouse.  The  wounded  man  was  brought 
out  of  No.  1 ;  the  dead  man  I  found  in  the  square. 
I  was  afterwards  employed  in  carrying  away  tbe 
wounded. 

John  Rodd,  turnkey,  being  sworn,  sa^r^ :  I  blew 
the  bprn  for  locking  up,  on  tbe  evening  of  tbe 
6th ;  Mow  it  always  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour;  I  did  so  thai  erening;  I  went  down  after- 
wards to  lock  up  No.  4  prison:  while  at  the 
doors  of  it,  I  beard  the  alarm-bell  ring ;  as  soon 
as  the  prisoners  bear  the  horn,  they  generally  be* 
gin  to  eo  in ;  they  did  so  that  night;  they  were 
going  into  no.  4  quite  iaai ;  thef  rushed  out 


again,  up  to  the  gates,  to  see  what  was  the  mat- 
ter ;  they  ran  up  tbe  yard ;  I  cried  out  that  night, 
as  I  went  down  the  yard,  "Turn  in,  turn  in  ;  the 
alarm-bell  is  run^  to  assemble  all  tbe  depan- 
menu**  I  eame  back  into  market  square,  and 
when  I  got  there,  there  was  a  firing,  and  a  cry 
for  the  turnkeys ;  I  came,  and  assisted  to  carry 
the  wounded  men  to  the  hospital. 

Danid  MchcOt,  turnkey,  being  swora,  any « : 
I  was  in  prison  jwrd  No.  1,  to  loek  the  doors  ; 
the  born  lud  done  sounding  before ;  before  t 
came  to  the  first  door  to  lock  up,  the  alarm-bell 
rang ;  the  prisoners  were  going  in  jnst  as  usual ; 
but,  when  tbe  alarm-bell  rang,  they  called  out  to 
know  what  was  the  matter,  and  thronged  so 
much  to  the  door  that  I  could  not  shut  it;  I  pn>> 
ceeded  towards  the  gate,  but,  before  1  reached  ii; 
the  firing  commenced ;  I  was  about  half-way  up 
the  yard  when  it  began  ;  bearing  a  ball  whizzing 
by  me,  I  returned  to  the  end  or  the  prison^  ana 
waited  some  time,  till,  seeing  the  lamplig hier  ^et 
over  the  wall  by  bis  ladder,  I  thought  it  a  good 
opportiuity  for  me  to  get  ojet  aho,  and  did  ao ; 
1  eame  round  to  the  market  square ;  Captain 
Sbortland  was  calling  for  turnkeys,  and  1  went 
to  assist  in  carrying  the  wounded  to  the  hoepilal ; 
the  firing  had  ceased  in  the  market  Mure  when 
I  reached  it;  I  heard  much  firing a/terwards  in 
the  prison  yard  j  when  I  eame  to  lock  irp  tbe 
second  time,  the  prisoners  threw  a  stone  at  me 
from  No.  1,  and  tbe  sentry  then  fired  in  at  the 
door ;  I  do  not  know  who  the  sentry  was;  tbey 
shoved  the  door  to,  and  would  then  open  it  again, 
and  throw  out  stones,  before  I  could  fiisteu  it ;  I 
cannot  say  whether  the  door  was  ofm  when  the 
sentry  fired. 

.  Damd  PUtiwre,  turnkey,  being  sworn,  says: 
Tbe  first  I  beard  of  the  affair  was  a  call  for  the 
guard ;  I  went  to  the  lodge,  when  Capttia  Short- 
land  ordered  the  alarm-beU  to  be  rmgi  I  staid 
at  the  top  of  tbe  yard  till  I  heard  a  call  for  the 
turnkeys,  and- 1  then  assisted  in  carrying  away 
tbe  wounded  men  ;  was  at  tJie  ledge  before  iWe 
alarm>bell  rang ;  I  saw  the  soldiers  charging  tbe 
prisoners  back ;  they  drove  them  out  under  the 
platform ;  saw  the  first  firing ;  several  prisoaets 
roshed  into  the  square  before  the  6karge;  Ido 
not  think  there  were  any  in  tbe  square  before  the 
alarm-hell  rang;  afterwards  a  gate  was  open,  and 
they  were  coming  through. 

John  JVencA,  turnkey  of  prison  No.  3^  being 
sworn,  says :  1  was  going  to  lock  op  as  osoaJ  on 
the  evening  of  tbe  sixtb,after  the  bom  hadaoond- 
ed ;  1  was  in  the  yard ;  tbe  prisoners  were  going 
in  very  quietly  ;  had  locked  one  door,  and  then 
beard  tbe  alarm-bell ;  the  prisoners  asked  what 
was  the  matter ;  I  said  I  did  not  know ;  1  eoe- 
tinned  locking  up,  and  locked  three  doont;  this 
went  on  till  the  firing  bc;gan;  1  stood  at  the  e«l 
of  the  prison,  and  then  got  over  the  wall  by  the 
lamplighter's  ladder ;  I  did  not  see  the  prisoMfS 
come  out  of  No.  8  after  tbe  firing  began  ;  oaae 
round  to  the  market  square ;  the  firing  was  ihsa 
over  there ;  after  assiMing  to  carry  tbe  woeaded 
to  the  hospital,  I  weet  tolock  up  No.  8;  the  ael- 
diers  ired  ia  the  door  of  that  prison  ;  I  talA  tlN 
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IHMiien  to  go  ID ;  tbejr  wen  id  the  doorway, 
■d  1  toDched  them  slighUy  with  my  bud,  telliDg 
hem  to  go  ID  uid  let  me  shut  the  door,  or  the  soT 
iiers  would  fire ;  ooe  of  the  soldierii  touched  one 
vith  his  bayoDet,  aod  advised  the  same,  or  they 
bould  fire  ;  one  mao  told  bim  he  might  fire  iDd 
w  damued ;  immediately  bo  order  was  giveo  to 
Ere  by  somebody  behin^whetber  by  ao  officer 
ir  Doo-eommissiooed  officer,  I  do  not  know,  aod 
ereral  muskets  were  fired  ioto  the  open  door, 
t  caoDot  say  bow  maoy,)  opoo  which  I  saw 
bme  prisooers  drop;  do  DOt  know  who  ordered 
0  fire ;  seolries  said  to  them,  ^  If  jo\x  do  oot  go 
D  we  must  fire  on  you  they  said  "  Fire  and 
>e  damned;"  I  believe  only  ooe  said  so;  there 
vere  maoy  soldiers  about  the  door;  cannot  say 
whether  the  soldiers  could  bare  drireo  them 
)ack  by  their  bayonets,  without  firioK,  so  as  to 
lare  eoabted  me  to  shut  the  door;  the  soldiers 
vere  about  eight  feet  from  the  door  when  they 
ired  ;  I  was  io  front,  aod  got  back  as  quick  as  I 
:ould,  and  bent  down  as  they  fired. 
Jama  CarUy,  turokef,  beiog  sworo,  says:  I 
:Rme  to  the  front  of  the  iron  gate  id  the  miutary 
ralk;  saw  Capuio  Sbortlaoa  coming  from  the 
larracks  with  soldiers;  he  made  a  halt  at  the 
ilackamitb's  shop;  1  sav  prisoners  roshing  to* 
rards  the  gate  No.  1,  between  the  two  railings; 
hey  saog  out  "  keeoo I  ordered  out  the  bread 
ragoo,  then  io  the  market  square;  I  opened  the 
;aie  for  the  parpuse;  as  aooo  as  the  wagoo  was 
lut  I  beard  a  Iwr  knock  against  No.  1  gate;  I 
tailed  out  to  Captaio  Sbortlaod  that  the  prisoa- 
Ts  were  breakii^  out;  be  went  down  with  the 
□ititary  wiib  both  his  hands  io  his  breeches 
rockets;  the  prisoners  were  rushiog  out,  but  I 
;ould  DOt  see  how  maoy  there  werc^the  military 
leiog  between  them  aad  me.  I  staid  till  I  beard 
,  cry  for  the  turnkeys;  went  down  to  assist  in 
arryiog  the  wouoded;  I  saw  a  charge,  but  do 
tot  know  whether  it  made  the  prisoners  go  hack. 

Samuel  Morgan,  turnkey  of  No.  7,  being  sworn, 
ays:  AHer  the  born  had  sounded  I  was  ia  Nos. 
•  and  7  yards,  going  to  lock  up.  No  door  was 
ocked  when  the  alarm-bell  laog.  When  I  first 
rent  into  the  yard  there  was  a  great  crowd  of 
risonars  round  a  hole  in  the  wall ;  as  I  passed  by 
hey  saog  out  "  keeoo,"  and  they  and  others  in 
be  yard  ran  towards  the  railings,  near  the  market 
quare ;  about  this  time  there  were  nearly  sertn 
r  eight  hundred  prisoners  in  the  yard;  many  be- 
7Dged  toother  yards;  1  took  no  notice.  When 
got  to  the  cook  houw  ihe  bell  rang;  they  asked 
ie  what  was  the  matter ;  I  said  I  did  not  know; 
passed  00,  and  when  I  had  shut  one  door  I 
eard  a  firing;  the  prisoners  seemed  to  retreat 
sen.  I  got  orer  the  railings  ioto  the  military 
ray  by  tbe  lampl^hter's  ladder.  There  were 
len  three  doors  oitbe  prison  opeo.  I  saw  oo 
tones  thrown  by  tbe  prisoners,  beiog  at  the  lower 
arc  of  the  yard,  where  there  was  no  tnmalt.  I 
ame  round  to  the  market  sqaare  when  the  firing 
rma  over;  only  a  few  muskets  were  fired  after- 
rnrda  ;  bat  did  not  see  any  while  I  was  io  the 
^litnry  walk.  I  saw  the  sentries  fire  from  tbe 
aiDpttBta.   I  tktn  lulpad  to  carry  amy  the 


wounded,  seeing  others  do  so.  After  locking  up 
prison  No.  7,  which  I  did  without  difficulty,  I 
went  10  No.  1,  to  shut  op,  and,  when  patting  one 
of  tbe  doors  to,  stones  were  throwD  out;  I  was 
struck  by  ooe  on  the  breast,  and  by  one  on  the 
chin ;  I  was  palling  the  inside  door  to;  no  uns- 
kets  were  fired  into  it  theo. 

WiUiam  Wakdin,  turnkey  of  No.  5,  being 
sworn,  says:  I  had  locked  three  doors  of  No.  6, 
when  I  heard  a  great  noise,  and  the  word  "  keeno^' 
sereral  times.  Oa  eotering  the  prison  yard  there 
was  a  great  body  of  prisoners  between  prison  No. 
7  and  the  barrack  wall,  round  where  tbe  bote 
was;  there  were  not  more  than  usual  round  the 
railing.  As  usual,  some  prisoners  were  going  in, 
and  some  kept  coming  out :  there  was  oothiog 
unusual  in  their  manner  at  the  bottom  of  the 
yard.  I  was  coming  up  towards  where  the  noise 
was,  when  a  bullet  hissed  by  close  to  me.  I  then 
rao  towards  the  ramparts  to  get  oot  of  the  way. 
I  got  orer  the  wall  by  the  lamplighter's  ladder; 
then  I  came  round  to  tbe  market  square,  where 
I  saw  the  soldiers  drawo  up  io  ranks.  I  went 
down,  aod  heard  Captain  Snortland  call  out  for 
tbe  turnkeys.  I  assisted  to  carry  the  wounded. 
The  prisooers  brought  a  wounded  mso  from  No. 
1.  and  insisted  on  carrying  him  np  themselves ; 
Gapiaio  Sbortlaod  ordered  them  to  go  back,  bnt 
as  they  refused,  he  pot  out  his  hand,  and  pusliea 
one  of  them,  without  using  Ttt^oce;  they  would 
not  go,  and  the  soldiers  were  obliged  to  charge 
on  them ;  one  man  palled  open  his  clothes,  and 
challenged  them  to  fire;  Captain  Shortland  posh- 
ed bim,  but  it  was  oot  with  violeooe.  This  man 
was  rery  turbaleati  his  name  is  James  Reeves. 
Afterwards  I  went  to  lock  up  No.  5;  then  ail 
was  quiet,  and  the  prisoneta  were  aU  away  from 
the  door. 

Riehard  ArtuM,  turnkey,  being  sworn  :  (His 
evidence  before  the  coroner  was  read  to  him, 
and  be  said  it  was  all  perfectly  correct.)  Cap- 
tain Shortland,  at  the  time  of  the  first  fire,  was 
in  froot  of  the  line  of  soldiers,  aod  it  was  almost 
impossible  for  him,  had  they  fired  a  volley,  to 
escape  death  himself.  He  was  persuadiog  tbe 
prisooers  to  go  back  when  I  told  Captain  Short- 
land  they  were  making  a  bole  in  tba  wall ;  be 
told  me  to  call  the  guard,  bnt  did  not  use  any 
oalh,  nor  did  he  Uame  me  for  not  ulling  him  « 
it  beforo. 

John  Jmo&f,  steward  at  the  contractor^  store 
for  the  prisoners  in  health,  being  sworn.  (His 
evidence  before  the  coroner  was  read  to  him.  and 
he  said  it  was  eortee^  aod  that  he  had  nothing 
material  to  add  to  it.) 

Stephen  Hail,  turnkey,  being  sworn:  (His 
evidence  hefbro  the  coroner  was  read  to  bim, 
end  ha  said  it  was  eorreet.)  One  of  tlu  iron 
bars  mentioned  therein  was  beat }  tba  bm  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  some  of  twise  from  tu 
railings. 

JpAn  Tner,  beiog  sworn.  ^His  evidence  be- 
fore tbe  coroner  was  read  to  him,  and  he  said  it 
was  eorreet,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to  add 
to  it.) 
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■Bmrf  IFr«e,  pinmber  ftad  gtizisr  at  ib«  priawi 
cptaUiBliineot,  Dnnc  svorn,  mjb  :  I  taw  ihe  tea- 
Uf  tt  the  bmoh  eutg«  aovii  bis  raoiket,  mmI 
«mr«l  itones  thrown  u  bin,  while  be  kept  tell- 
i«f  the  prtsooen  he  mast  fire.  I  wu  laea  en 
the  soatb  unard  phtibrm.  I  went  to  the  pUt< 
form,  at  the  foot  of  the  market  iquare,  aad  saw 
about  sU  or  mtcq  bundled  priaonen  at  ibt  hok; 
aad  iMresently  ibey  nog  out  keeno,"  and  raa 
•ewards  ibe  raiUng;  ibief  rusbeo  ia  under  tti« 
pUtfortD.  Seeiog  tbU,  I  left  the  platform,  ud 
wae  going  up  the  market  sqaarej  before  I  waa 
half-way  up  1  beard  tbem  kooeking  the  chain  of 
No.  1  gate,  wbicb  soon  burst  open,  and  a  great 
number  (t  cannot  say  bow  many,  but  suppose 
about  five  or  six  huodred)  rushed  ioio  ibe  squaie. 
I  did  not  see  Captain  Shortland  or  the  solders 
come  into  ibeaquara.  The  prisoners  had  broken 
the  loek  before  they  came  io  ;  it  was  done  before 
I  left  the  square;  the  alarm  belt  rang  after  I  left 
it.  Being  called  i^io,  he  said :  he  does  remem- 
her  to  have  told  Capuin  Shortland  that  the  gate 
vaa  hirst;  Capuin  Sbortlud  was  then  in  the 
miliury  walk,  near  the  tunkeya'  lodgt,  siud- 
ing  alunc,  without  the  guard ;  ne  did  oot  hear 
hia  giro  any  order  in  eooscqueBce.  It  might  be 
a  minute  or  so  before  Captain  Shortland  went 
iiu»  the  square. 

Jokn  MUc/uU,  clerk  to  Captain  Sheetlaad,  be- 
ing sworn:  (Hiseridenee  before  tbeeoroner'was 
read  to  him,  and  he  said  that  it  was  oorreet,  and 
he  had  only  to  add  as  followi :) 

WhHe  I  was  on  the  pla^mn  oheerrfng  the 
priflonen  throwing  peat  at  each  other,  as  I  stated 
1^  the  deposition,  Mtwecn  the  wall  and  the  iroo 
railings.  I  oberred  a  great  body  of  prisoners 
round  the  place  where  the  breach  wes,  but  they 
were  so  numerous  that  I  could  not  see  what  was 
Mag.  When  I  went  with  the  torakcya  to  xe- 
OMve  (he  woandcd,  I  obaerred  Captain  Shortlead 
eaeritng  himself  as  much  as  a  man  could  do  for 
then,  and  in  baring  tbem  conTeyed  to  the  bee* 
piial(  he  desired  me  to  prooure  turnkeys  to  re* 
■ove  a  wounded  nnn  who-  waa  titling  in  a  sen* 
toy  hex,  and  desf >ed  nw  to  exert  myself  as  aaeb 
aa  fosnhte  in  baeing  the  wvuadcd  remored  j  the 
«ir  of  the  niUtaay  for  the  keys  Nee.  6  and  7  was 
fiiaiB  thoan  who  bad  not  beek  asttre,  ami  «p> 
panfad  to  dm  to  proceed  from  aniieiy.to  eeense 
Ute  prisoners,  not  from  any  Tindictireneaa:  :tUi 
pftrty  did  not  fire  while  I  was  in  the  ytrd  with 
tbna,i  iheyealled  for  ihe  key*  foe  the  pnrpaar  of, 
•bviang  up  th«  ptiaoneia. 

JMeK  AMeM,  Brat  eierk  to  Captain  Short- 
land,  being  sworn:  (His  erldenee  before  the 
eomer  waa  read  to  faim,  and  he  said  It  was  eor- 
Ttet.)  I  taw  a  great  body  of  prisoners  at  the 
breach ;  the  prisoaen  feed  broken  the  gate  of  No. 
1,  ftexftbe  market  square,  before  the  abrm-bell 
raag}  I  was  with  Gaputn  Shortland  when  the 
report  of  it  was  made  to  him ;  it  was  made  by 
Henry  Rowe;  whereupon  Capuin  Sbortlana, 
who  was  a  great  deal  agiutted,  said.  "  Where  are 
the  guards T  where  shall  we  get  help?"  and  I 
advised  ringing  the  alarm-bell,  which  was  done. 


MtbtH  imeFMane,  aasiataat  surgcoa,  beaaf 
swem.  (His  endenee  before  the  coroner  bsin^ 
read  to  htm,  he  said  it  was  all  eorrect.) 

John  Bennett,  store  clerk,  being  sworn^  says:  I 
was  at  the  breach ;  the  prisoners  were  usia^  very 
abusive  language.  I  saw  no  stones  thrown,  i 
proceeded  ^wn  the  military  walk;  I  was  rery 
near  Captain  Shortland,  near  the  blaeksrai'th's 
shop  in  the  militarv  way ;  several  'people  reported 
to  Captain  Shortland  that  the  prisoners  were 
forcing  the  gate,  and  he  then  ordered  the  alarm- 
bell  to  be  rung;  he  went  into  the  square  with  the  i 
guard  i  I  hcnid  Captain  Shortland  tell  the  prisoa- 
era  in  the  market  square  to  go  haek  to  their  dif-  ' 
ferent  prisons,  and  say  how  sorry  he  should  be  to 
use  force ;  he  remonstrated  with  them ;  this  seem- 
ed to  hare  no  other  effect  than  to  produce  the 
most  infamous  language  from  them;  some  minutes 
after  a  musket  went  ol^  and  soon  after  many 
others;  I  was  tbea  so  near  Captain  Shortland 
that  I  am  sore  I  shoold  have  heard  it  bad  he 
gjiren  orders  to  fire,  but  I  did  not,  nor  did  I  hear 
an  order  from  anybody.  I  did  not  see  the  charge. 
I  heard  Captain  Shortland  order  the  soldiera  to 
ad  ranee.  Captain  Shortland  said,  in  my  hearing : 
"My  ^od  felfows,  go  to  your  different  prisons,  or 
the  military  must  do  their  daty.''  I  suppose  the 
prisoners  in  the  square  most  bare  exceeded  some 
hundreds  when  Capuin  Shortland  went  is  with, 
the  guards. 

Gtorgt  Magraik,  sargeon  of  the  boapital,  be- 
lt^ swora :  (His  crideBce  before  ^  coroner  wwe 
read  to  bin,  and  he  said  be  had  nothing  to  add 
to  it,  but  felt  it  his  doty  to  say :) 

As  some  impnution  of  inebrietr  bu  been 
made  against  Capuin  Shortland,  I  ihmk  it  justwe 
to  say,  that,  having  observed  him  on  the  erening 
o(  the  6th,  no  man  could  be  more  free  from  it ; 
and  from  my  acquatntanoe  with  him,  and  widt 
bis  general  Mbiu  in  bis  family,  I  do  not  thinic 
any  man  ea*  be  mere  abstemious.  I  should  con- 
sider it  equally  incumbent  on  me^  as  imputatiom 
of  barbarity  have  been  made  agawst  htm,  to  aar, 
that,  whenever  I  had  oeeasfon,  as  <^te«  hai^eneo, 
to  make  represeoiation*  to  him  oi  any  anange- 
ment  calculated  for  the  health  and  comfort 
the  priaonersj  he  has  always  adopted  It  wiA  gieat 
riaefity,  and  riiown  ercry  disperilion  to  do  ercrr- 
thlogforthdrlvvlfare. 

Ocer^  BoUand,  bugler  of  the  Derby  militia, 
being  swom^  says:  I  rcc<dlect  sounding  the hiMla 
on  the  evening  af  the  6(h,  in  eoascquaoee  of  um 
prisoners  breakia^.the  wall;  serenl  eficeca  oC 
the  Somerset  passing  haekwatds  aad  ibrwarda  la 
the  military  way  said  the  prisoners  wen  bieaUag 
down  the  wall,^  and  were  breaking  oat  Df  the 
gates  and  getting  out,  and  every  person  would  he 
Killed,  and  told  me  on  that  account  to  sound  a 
fire  on  the  bugle,  which  I  did ;  before  this,  a  eoa- 
uderable  time,  there  bad  been  firing,  and  I  am 
sore  not  four  men  would  have  known  aoytUag 
about  the  sounds  of  the  bugle  if  they  wereadml 
now. 

A^iMraed  oatil  i«-n«roir  at  B  o^elock. 
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Darthook  Pbisom  or  Wab, 

Monday,  AprUZi,  1815. 
,    Met,  punoaot  to  adjouniment,  at  8  o'clock. 

Pr«seat:  Paul  Tnbf  Treby,  Bsq. 
'    .AiAn  CbMsrd,  se^otBt  in  the  fint  Somerset 
'militia^  bein;  sworn,  savi:  I  was  on  the  north 
Ignard,  commaoded,  on  the  erenlng  of  the  6lh,  by 
■Licmenant  Arelyn.  Some  one  belong^ing  to  the 
■dvpartment  eama  and  tetd  me  lo  call  out  my 
^ard,  sayiag,  "Fall  ia  yonr  guard  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  march  it  tip  to  the  west  yard,"  and  that 
Ethat  guard  was  going  to  the  barrack  yard  where 
the  breach  was.  I  fell  in  the  guard,  and  marc  bed 
I  Aem  np  opposite  the  west  guard,  where  I  halted 
i  them }  w«B  not  there  long  before  Captain  Sbort- 
I  laBd  ottBA*  npi  he  orderwt  me  to  i*k«  the  guard 
i  *•  the  mavket  Matre  and  form  it  aeroaa }  had  seen 
[  aetUog  before  this  of  what  had  patted.  On  en- 
1  teriiv  <h«  market  sqnre,  I  heard  a  ehain  rattle 
i  at  gate  No.  1,  on  the  left  band  side.  I  formed  the 
i  iraerd  across  the  square ;  the  gnard  was  at  the 
west  gtmrd-honse  before  the  alarm-bell  rang;  it 
,  rang  a  Ihtle  at  &st,  stopped,  and  then  I  heard 
Captain  Sbenland  order  ittobeniDgaj^iD.  This 
was  be^e  we  went  into  the  square ;  it  was  oot 
rang  again  till  we  were  going  id.  I  observed  two 
or  tbree  pnsoners  come  ot»  of  gate  No.  1,  from 
the  prison  yard,  jast  as  I  entered  the  market'gate; 
a  greaMr  number  had  entered  before  tbe  gaard 
formed ;  wbilst  it  was  forming  I  ordered  the  two 
sentries  ia  front  of  the  railings  at  tbe  bottom,  and 
the  two  on  the  platform  above,  to  leave  their 
posts  and  Join  tbe  guard;  they  vere  all  that  were 
at  those  sitoatioBs.  As  soon  as  they  heard  me 
thus  order  the  prisoners  be^n  to  cry  out  *^eeao," 
and  rushed  into  tbe  square  in  as  great  numbers  as 
they  posBiWy  could,  through  the  gate  which  bad 
been  brokM.  By  the  time  I  had  formed  my  guard 
they  eane  op  in  great  numbers,  close  to  u^  on 
our  left  flank;  the  guard  gave  way  on  the  Irfl, 
where  it  was  weakest,  and  where  the  prisoners 
made  tbe  greatest  eflbrts  to  pass ;  the  soldiers  were 
then  at  the  shoulder,  when  tbe  guard  gave  way. 
Ci^tain  Sborttaad  ordered  it  to  charge ;  he  told 
^  offahout  fifteen  ftle  hiiaself,  whom  he  ordewd  to 
,  charge ;  repeated  it  two  or  three  times  before  they 
did ;  they  eadearored  to  drive  them  back,  but  did 
not  eharg>e  the  same  as  they  would  an  enemy ;  if 
they  had  they'mnst  have  kilted  scores  of  them, 
'  aa  every  baymet  would  have  told  j  they  tried  to 
drive  them  baekwithonteommEttingmarder}  the 
iri^t  of  tbe  gaard  did  not  charge }  we  drove  them 
■  huek  about  half  the  ground  they  had  gained  in 
I  the  iquare.  I  was  in  the  rear  of  the  charging 
I  party  }0Bly  the  fifteen  file  told  offefaarged  in  this 
I  way  at  first ;  tbe  prisoners  dien  hqpu  lo  throw 
I  ■tones  at  ns  in  great  numbers  from  within  the 
I   railings  and  from  tbe  market  square ;  there  were 
I    some  sttores  still  in  the  market  square ;  tbey  were 
,    hurraing  at  the  same  time.  An  order  was  then 
;   given  to  fire  on  them ;  I  beard  the  word  given  to 
,    nre  by  some  one;  I  think  the  word  given  was  in 
I    my  rear ;  we  were  in  great  oonfusion ;  I  was  then 
I    m  the  rear  of  tbe  soldiers;  tbe  prisoners  were 
eryiaff  oot  "fire;"  I  could  not  then  see  Captain 
■bortlaBd;  I  did  not  look  out  fox  him;  1  had 
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something  else  to  think  of  when  the  order  to  Mm 
was  given ;  two  or  three  men  fired ;  immediately' 
they  obeyed  the  order;  oae,  mnsket  was  dii* 
charged  first,  and  oae  or  two  very  soon  aftar*^ 
When  these  were  discharged  I  did  not  see  any 
man  killed,  or  any«ne  hart  amon^  tbe  prisoners} 
I  think  the  soldiers  fired  over  tbeir  heads;  then 
some  prisoner  or  prisoners  said,  "  You  bnggeie, 
why  do  yon  not  fire?  you  have  nothing  but  luaidi 
cartridges."  Afterwards  tbe  firing  bwame  gea- 
eral,  and  tbe  prisonars  #ere  driven  into  the  yard. 
I  heard  no  word  of  command  for  the  secwid 
firing ;  the  firing  was  oot  in  a  roUey,  but  in  small 
Qumners  at  a  time.  There  was  no  general  return 
of  tbe  prisoners  from  the  yard  after  the  firing  had 
taken  place;  they  could  not  staad  the  mimf 
they  could  not  come  without  being  maidaieBi 
the  whole  of  them;  they  did  not  raUy  after .tlw 
firfBff  became  genenl.  I  do  not  know  how  kng 
the  firing  eontinned;  but  after  it  had  ^ne  ei 
some  time  the  prisoners  dispersed  into  their  yardq 
then  Captain  Shortland  ordered  the  firing  to 
cease.  I  am  sore  he  did.  He  put  up  his  heads, 
and  said  "  cease  firing,"  giving  it  as  a  word  of 
command ;  it  then  ceased  geaerally  ia  the  merkci 
place.  As  soon  as  possible  a  party  of  soldieie 
was  ordered  into  the  prison  yards  to  turn  the  i»ia* 
oners  io  to  their  difierent  prisons.  I  know  noising 
of  what  happened  afterwards  in  tbe  prison  yar^ 
as  I  remained  io  tbe  sqoare  with  the  rest  of  the 
guard.  I  afterwards  heard  some  firing  in  ttte 
yard,  but  paid  no  attention  to  it.  I  think  the 
firing  must  have  ceased  from  the  rampatta  tooM 
after,  otherwise  aome  of  our  soldiers  ia  the  •poA 
must  have  been  shot.  The  general  tenor  of  dw 
prisoners*  toaduct  was  riotous.  Many  of  oat 
men  were  much  hurt  by  the  stones  throwUf 
not  so  as  to  be  disabled  from  doing  duty.  I  am 
satisfied,  ia  my  own  mind,  that,  without  the  flrinki 
the  prisoners  could  not  nave  been  driven  ha» 
Had  we  charged  on  them  like  an  enemy,  wU 
must  have  killed  a  great  number;  every  bayeMt 
must  have  killed  one  or  more  pfteoaers,  they  be- 
ing so  thick.  The  number  of  soldiers  in  ifat 

3iaare,  at  tbe  first  firing,  was  about  fifty-four, «» 
nsive  Of  sergeants ;  our  guard  was  about  thirty*- 
eight,  and  there  ware  about  fourteen  of  the  weat 
goara.  I  cannot  say  bow  many  came  in  aftet^ 
wards.  The  whole  regiment  asaembled  as  Moft 
aa  possible  after  the  alarm ;  no  ofieer  gave  oiderk 
to  cease  firing  before  Captain  flhortnnd  j  hud 
there  been  such  an  order,  it  would  have  beatt 
obeyed. 

ou^Am  Lof^m,  private  in  the  first  SomeK 
set  militia,  being  svorn,  says:  I  was  oa  tfea 
nwth  guard  on  the  evening oi'^ the  6th}  west  iatb 
the  market  square  with  it ;  when  1  first  went  ia 
I  saw  two  or  three  prisooers  in  the  square  mmt 
No.  1  gate ;  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  came  la 
afterwards,  while  we  were  forming;  they-pressad 
o[)  very  near  tbe  military ;  some  of  the  miliiaqr 
were  ordered  to  charge,  which  was  done;  some 
prisoners  went  back  in  cooseqoence,  but  others 
were  coming  throuih  the  gate  upon  w.  Bafoie 
the  firing  began  they  had  never  been  entirely 
driven  out  of  the  square.  I  heard  au  order  givM 
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tDfii«i  bat  do  not  know  who  gare  it;  it  came 
from  the  right  in  front;  I  wu  od  the  left.  I  did 
Kot  se«  Captain  Shortland  at  this  time ;  I  cannot 
aajr  whose  roice  it  was ;  am  not  sare  whether  it 
VkB  from  the  prisoners  or  the  militaif.  The  firing 
began  immediately  from  aboni'tbe  centre;  it  did 
■ot  begin  bj  one  m08ket,but  bjrsereral  together. 
When  the  firing  began,  I  was  at  the  charge ;  two 
priaoners  seized  my  bayonet,  and  tried  to  twist  it 
ftff ;  I  do  not  know  who  they  were.  I  told  them 
to  let  go ;  they  said  they  would  not,  adding, "  fire, 
mA  be  damned."  I  got  myself  in  danger,  and 
was  obliged  to  fire  to  get  my  mosket  released ;  I 
iidsoi  rattherewereapwardsoftwentyfired  be- 
Ibffl  nine ;  saw  a  great  qaantity  of  stones  thrown 
bafiire  my  firing ;  while  we  were  at  the  charge  the 
prisoners  threw  them  till  the  last ;  one  man  stooped 
to  pick  np  his  cap,  which,  I  believe,  had  been 
kftoeked  off  by  a  stone ;  this  was  before  any  firing. 
I  do  not  think  the  prisoaera  would  hare  been 
driren  back  without  firing;  as  Ihey  continued 
pressing  on^  Captain  Shorttand  was  persuading 
tkc|D  to  retire,  but  they  would  not,  saving  they 
were  sot  prisoners  of  war.   I  heard  Major  Jollin 

E've  orders  to  cease  firing  before  th? y  were  driren 
to  the  prison  yard,  and  before  the  firiog  ceased 
itt  the  market  square.  I  think  he  did  so  a?  soon 
as  hp  came  down ;  he  war  not  there  at  first. 
Stones  were  thrown,  and  the  firing  coniinoed  in 
ftOBseqnence  after  this  order.  I  also  heard  ser- 
«nl  roiees  say  "cease  firing,"  but  cannot  say 
whether  they  came  from  the  military  or  from 
the  prisonera. 

frilHan  O^ortLprinte  in  the  Somerset  mili- 
tia, being  sworn :  ^His  endenee  before  the  coro- 
■«  was  read  to  him,  and  he  said  it  was  all  cor- 
net.) 

I  heard  Captain  Shortland  say  "  cease  firing," 
about  a  few  minntes  after  it  began ;  he  put  Els 
twnd  up  by  way  of  signal,  and  said  so ;  1  do  not 
loMW  who  gave  the  word  to  fire ;  I  did  not  see 
where  Capuin  Shortland  was  when  the  order 
was  given  to  fire ;  I  think  he  had  just  gone  to- 
wards the  left,  and  the  word  appeared  to  me  to 
«Dm«  from  the  right,  therefore  I  think  it  could 
■M  have  btan  he  who  gave  it ;  I  did  not  -hear 
■tat  me  mudtet  discharged;  tte  firing  at  first 
ntnt  have  been  in  the  air.  otherwise  there  most 
kav«  beta  more  prisoners  hart  Captain  Short- 
kad  was  running  up  and  down  when  the  word 
was  given  to  fire ;  I  neard  no  order  given  by  any 
My  ,else  than  Captain  Shortland  to  cease  firing ; 
I  do  not  know  that  it  would  have  ceased  had  or- 
ders been  given ;  the  prisoners  were  throwing 
atones  and  bricks  continually ;  the  firiog  eeasM 
fof  a  few  minutes,  after  Capiaio  Shortland  had 
ordered  it  to  cease ;  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners 
was  such  that  it  made  us  afraid,  from  the  stones 
thrown ;  and  I  do  not  think  they  could  hare  been 
driven  back  without  the  firing.  Had  orders  been 
given  by  anybody  else  to  cease  firing,  it  miebt 
■ot  have  been  heard,  from  the  noise. 

John  aoathentf  private  in  the  Derby  mititia, 
being  sworn,  says:  I  was  one  of  the  south  guard 
on  ibe  evening  of  the  6tbi  was  one  of  those 
fimned  acran  the  square  on  the  right  of  the  north 


gosrd;  I  saw  the  prisoners  charged  down  nearly^ 
to  the  railings ;  our  guard  cbarf^ed  down  to  the 
railing  after  the  north  guard.  We  went  close  to 
the  railings;  my  bayonet  touched  them;  when 
we  got  there,  the  prisoners  began  throwing  stones; 
we  stepped  back  a  few  paces,  being  so  near  the 
railiiigs;  one  atone  struck  me  on  tne  right  side; 
it  almost  knocked  me  down;  I  should  have  fallen 
had  not  a  man  kept  me  up;  just  then  the  firing; 
commencedV  after  some  lime  of  firing  Captain 
Shortland  came  in  front,  and  said,  holdine  his 
hands  up,  "  For  Ood*s  san,  men,  ecase  firing— 
cease  firing.**  He  went  near  to  the  railings ;  I 
and  severu  others  called  to  him,  "  Come  back,  it 
is  almost  dusk  f  he  said  You  know  me,  men ; 
do  cease  firing;"  but  several  muskets  were  dis- 
charged after  this.  Captain  Shortland  was  not 
near  roe  when  it  commenced ;  I  did  not  see  hims 
the  order  to  fire  was  given  at  the  left^  aDd  it 
passed  through  the  rania  one  after  another,  say- 
ing "fire,  fir^"  but  there  was  so  much  noise  and 
shouting  by  the  prisoners,  that  it  is  impossihle  for 
me  to  say  who  gave  the  word ;  I  believe  I  was 
the  sixth  or  serenth  file  from  the  right;  I  re- 
mtined  in  the  market  square;  I  do  not  know 
what  passed  in  the  prison  yard ;  I  heard  no  officer 
before  Captain  Shortland  say  "cease  firing;"  but 
a  few  seconds  afterwards  some  (Mffieers  did.  1  did 
not  see  aov  prisoners  in  the  market  square  wbea 
the  firing  bwan,  but  they  were  behind  the  rail- 
ings ODoer  the  platform,  throwin|r  stones ;  I  could 
not  see  about  gate  Ntk  1,  there  being  sentry  bozca 
between. 

lAentenani  Avel^  of  the  first  Somerset  militia, 
being  sworn, fays:  I  commanded  theuonhgoard 
oa  the  evening  of  the  6ih ;  I  came  into  the  market 
square  with  Captain  Shortland;  the  prisonm 
bad  burst  No.  1  gat^  and  were  rushing  through 
in  a  great  crowd  when  we  went  in,  so  that  I 
thought  the  whole  of  them  were  coming  oui ; 
Captain  Shortland  went  forward  to  speak  to  litem. 
I  beard  him  saying  "My  good  feUows,  do  go 
back;"  I  did  hear  him  sa^  that,  but  the  prisoners 
were  making  so  much  noise  that  (  could  not  dis- 
tinguish much  of  what  he  said;  be  also  called  to 
me  not  to  sufier  the  prisoners  to  come  too  neu 
my  guard ;  they  were  then  pressing  forward  in  a 
very  threatening  manner;  thegnara  was  formed 
across  the  square  about  the  middle ;  my  guard 
was  then  about  thirty-eight  men,  and  there  wen 
some  others;  the  prisoners  were  so  pressing  on 
my  guard,  that  many  on  the  left  fell  back  several 
paces,  in  order  that  they  might  not  come  too  naar 
them ;  they  were  then  not  close  up  to  the  wall, 
but  I  made  them  form  close  up  afterwards ;  th« 
left  of  my  guard  charged,  and  I  was  with  them, 
dciring  the  prisoners  bick;  they  did  not  eha^ 
by  mjr  order,  nor  did  I  hear  Capuin  Shortland 
order  it;  I  considered  myself  under  Capi.  Shwt- 
land's  orders;  had  I  been  alone,  I  certainly  wooU 
have  charged  the  prisoners  long  before,  or  rather 
bare  fired,  conceiving  it  to  be  necessary  from  the 
threatening  manner  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  great 
body  of  them  which  was  coming  up,  and  coold 
soon  have  surrounded  my  guard.  Tney  woe  pot 
qoite  driven  out  o(  the  square  by  the  chaigei  it 
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w»a  dariuff  this  ebatge  that  I  hwd  tbe  first  nuu- 
ket  fired ;  I  coatd  aot  lec  There  it  vu  fired  Trooi, 
not  befD;  Dctr  eoongfa,  ud  beioff  so  moch  eo- 
gaged  ia  driving  the  prisoners  Mck}  it  was,  I 
think,  to  my  right ;  at  the  first  there  was  a  single 
shot,  aod  almost  instantly  after  several  others 
were  fired ;  I  beard  no  distinct  order  to  fire ;  many 
of  the  prisoners  were  crying  out  to  fire,  and  de- 
fying tbesoldien}  I  was  rery  neu  Captain  Short- 
land  at  the  lime,  and  think  I  ahonld  nave  heard 
him  had  he  giren  the  order ;  I  beard  no  distinct 
order  at  first,  or  at  any  time,  to  fire;  Captain 
Shortland  was  then  near  gate  No.  1,  to  the  left, 
ID  front  of  the  soldiers,  and  it  would  have  been 
madness  in  him  to  have  given  tbe  order  in  that 
aituaiion.  I  was  in  front  when  the  firing  com- 
menced, and  retired  into  the  rear  for  my  own 
safety;  tbe  prisoners  retreated  on  tbe  firing  uking 
l^lace }  1  gave  orders  to  cease  firing  after  some 
time;  my  gnard  then  ceased,  and  I  went  to  ihe 
front  of  tbe  men ;  I  did  not  hear  anybody  else 

Sire  orders  to  cease  firing  before  myself,  neither 
[ajor  Jolliff  nor  Captain  Shoriland ;  tbe  noise 
was  so  great  that  I  could  not  hear ;  1  am  certain, 
bad  any  one  man  by  chance  fired,  the  irritation 
of  tbe  soldiersi  from  the  stones  thrown  at  them 
previoaily,  was  then  ao  graai  that  almost  the 
whole  of  them  would  hare  followed ;  the  pris- 
oners did  not  appear  to  care  for  the  bayonet,  and 
I  do  not  ibiokf  from  the  state  they  were  in,  they 
could  have  beeo  driven  back  without  firing.  The 
charge  was  not  made  with  violence,  as  against  an 
enemy ;  the  prisoners  were  straggling  with  tbe 
soldiers;  many  defied  them;  bot  others  said  they 
could  not  go  rack,  as  the  press  was  so  great;  I 
remained  in  tbe  market  square;  did  not  go  into 
the  prison  yard;  I  kept  my  gnard  with  me;  one 

Erisoner,  after  the  firing  was  over,  came  op,  opened 
is  clothes,  and  dared  tbe  soldiers  to  fire ;  I  do 
not  think  tbe  prisoners  generally  were  intoxi- 
cated, but  resolute.  I  do  not  think  any  man  could 
haT«  behaved  like  Captain  Shoitland  who  was 
iotozieated,  and  I  think  he  behaTcd  with  courage 
and  hamaniMr. 

JEStuign  aamtut  White,  of  the  Am  Somerset 
militia,  being  aworn;  (Hia  evidence  before  the 
cwoaer  was  read  to  bim,  and  he  said  be  had  no- 
ihiDg  to  add  or  alter.)  I  do  not  know  of  any 
order  to  tbe  soldiers  on  the  ramparts  to  fire,  bat 
suppose  they  took  it  ap  from  the  others ;  I  sap- 
pose  there  might  have  been  about  half  a  dosea  of : 
my  guard  in  tbe  market  square ;  there  was  no 
firing  through  tbe  breach. 

Xjieutenant  Fortye^  one  of  the  first  Somerset 
militia,  being  sworn,  says:  I  bad  tbe  command 
of  the  south  guard  on  tbe  evening  of  the  6tb;  I 
went  into  the  square  with  my  guard  after  the 
north  was  in,  and  formed  on  their  right;  they 
were  alreadv  formed  and  in  the  act  of  firing  when 
I  arrived;  that  guard  waa  then  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet  frcm  the  icon  railing*;  there  w«re 
no  prisooers  in  Ihe  square  between  my  guard  and 
the  railings}  coatd  notaee  to  tbe  left,  on  aeoonnt 
of  the  north  guard }  ray  guard  took  up  the  firing 
fxoni  otbera  witboat  any  ordera^  immediately  a^ 
tec  tiMBf  bad  fonnod  in  Mppari  of  tlM  aonh  gwid  I 


as  soon  as  we  formed  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease: 
as  soon  as  it  could  possibly  be  restrained,  I  stopped 
it;  it  ceased  almost  immediately;  I  saw  nobody 
else  endeavor  to  stop  the  firing  before ;  as  soon 
as  the  prisoners  baa  retired  to  their  yards,  my 
guard  ordered  their  arms,  renuined  where  tbey 
were,  and  I  remained  with  them ;  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, speak  to  any  tbiog  that  took  place  afterwards. 

Jame»  Oreauawj  late  second  officer  of  tbe 
Prince  de  Neufcbatel,  American  prisoner,  being 
sworn:  (His  eridenee  before  the  coronet  was 
read  to  him,  and  he  said  it  was  all  correct.)  I  wu 
between  the  two  railings  under  the  platform  when 
I  beard  Captain  Sbortland  give  the  order  to  fire; 
I  saw  him  then  at  the  bead  of  the  troops,  abont 
tbe  centre  of  tbe  yard,  close  in  front  of  them; 
when  I  heard  tbe  word  to  fire,  I  retreated  into 

Jard  No.  4 ;  had  Just  got  inside  tbe  gate  when  it 
egan;  it  began  immediately  by  a  volley,  not  by 
a  single  musket;  I  am  sure  it  began  by  a  volley; 
1  do  not  know  how  Captain  Shorilaod  escaped ; 
1  suppose  be  knew  how  to  uke  care  of  himself, 
and  that  his  own  men  would  not  fire  on  him;  be 
appeared  to  me  to  be  standing  close  to  the  sol- 
diers ;  I  saw  no  stones  thrown  before  the  firing 
began;  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  have  seen 
Ihem ;  the  prisoners  were  trying  to  get  into  No. 
3  quietly,  when  the  soldiers  fired  into  it)  I  diA 
not  see  any  resistance  among  them.  (This  pris- 
oner has  a  midshipman's  warrant  in  the  United 
States  Nary,  and  a  furlough.) 

John  SHateTt  citizen  of  the  United  Slates^  be> 
tag  sworn,  says;  I  do  not  know  an  American 
prisoner  named  Roberts;  I  have  been  confined 
here  above  six  months ;  I  know  of  no  concert 
among  tbe  prisonera  to  breakout  by  force,  only 
attempts  of  iodividuals  to  escape  at  dinerent 
times ;  I  was  at  the  gate  No.  7 ;  I  was  passing 
between  Noa.  6  aod  7  with  two  more  men,  when 
a  party  of  five  soldiers,  I  think,  crossed  at  tne  far- 
ther eod  of  tbe  prison  from  us ;  one  man  named 
Washington  fell,  but  whether  from  the  firing  of 
this  party,  or  from  tbe  ramparts,  I  do  not  know; 
be  fell  against  me  and  knocked  me  down ;  I  got 
up  and  ran  away  to  my  own  prison.  No.  5  ;  there 
were  only  three  prisoners  on  the  spot  where  he 
was  shot ;  tbe  shot  went  through  his  temple. 

Enoch  Bunihamj  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
being  sworn.  (His  eridenee  before  the  coroner 
was  read  to  him,  and  he  said  it  was  all  correct, 
and  that  he  had  nothing  to  add  to  it.) 

Alexander  MarthaU,  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  being  sworn,  says :  I  belong  to  prison  No. 
1 ;  there  were  not  more  than  fifty  prisoners  in  the 
square  when  the  soldiers  charged;  tbey  charged 
as  upon  an  enemy ;  they  began  firing,  aod  I  ran 
to  No.  1  gate  to  get  to  my  prison,  but  was  nearly 
ten  minnies.  before  I  eould,  on  account  of  the 

Kress  of  the  prisoners;  there  were  about  four 
nndred  soldiers  in  the  market  square. 
ConuliuM  Rone,  citizen  of  the  United  Statea. 
being  sworn,  says:  1  belong  to  No.  1  prison;  I 
went  to  the  breach ;  those  aboat  it  me  it  waa 
made  to  get  back  a  ball ;  they  afiowardi  ran  to- 
vacda  the  gala  No.  7,  saying  it  wai  to  ih«t  it 
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■gainst  the  military;  I  saw  the  military  come 
down  the  square,  and  heard  Captaio  Shortlaad 
order  them  to  char^;  at  which  time  there  were 
about  forty  or  fif^  prtsoners  in  the  sqeare ;  I 
made  towards  my  prison,  and  just  as  I  got  into 
the  yard  there  was  a  finoff,  and  the  prisoners 
were  rushing  as  fast  as  posnUe  to  tbefr  own  pris* 
ons ;  they  shot  the  gate  behind  them ;  there  were 
■boot  one  hnndred  and  fifVy  soldier*  in  the  square. 

WiUiam,  JOewtter,  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
being  sworn,  says:  1  ran  towards  the  gate  to  see 
what  was  the  matter;  on  arririog,  I  saw  the  sol- 
diers ehaife ;  I  tqmed  round,  and  just  as  I  got 
fniide  the  inner  gate  shots  were  fired }  ooe  vrazed 
Ae  ride  of  my  head,  which  made  me  giddy,  and 
tamed  me  round  two  or  three  times;  I  saw  a  pfi- 
■oner  named  Mann  &11 ;  went  to  him  and  took  him 
vp ;  the  baUs  flew  about  so  thick  that  if  there 
was  one  I  suppose  there  were  one  thoaaand. 

TTumeu  T^adaltt  citizen  of  the  United  Sutea, 
being  sworn^  says :  I  was  under  the  platform ; 
aaw  the  soldiers  coming  down  the  market  square, 
and  heard  Captain  Sbortland  give  orders  to  fire; 
he  was  then  aoout  the  centre,  and  in  front  of  the 
soldiers ;  he  had  <m  a  blue  coat,  but  without  epau- 
lettes ;  he  had  a  drawn  sword  in  his  hand ;  he 
gare  orders  twice  to  fire;  I  was  not  ten  steps 
from  him  when  I  beard  bim ;  I  beard  every  word 
hesaid ;  I  saw  him  plainly;  the  firing  commenced 
by  one  musket  first,  then  two,  and  afterwards  a 
whole  Tolley;  the  firing  began  when  Captain 
Shortland  gave  the  word  the  second  time;  I 
heard  Captain  Sbortland  tdl  the  soldiers  to  fire 
low;  be  was  then  itJU  in  front  of  the  soldiers ; 
I  bellere  he  was  standing  before  the  mnzzles  of 
the  foremost  muskeis ;  the  soldiers  were  formed 
two  deep;  when  ibe  balls  begftn  to  fly  thick,  I 
escaped  into  No.  3,  and  saw  no  more  of  what 

rissed  afterwards ;  when  I  beard  the  order  to  fire, 
was  about  the  middle  of  gate  No.  4 ;  the  soU 
diers  charged  up  to  (be  railings,  and  then  fell  back 
four  or  five  paces,  when  Captain  Shortland  gave 
the  order  to  fire. 

'  John  C.  Bowleg,  citizen  of  the  United  Statea, 
beiog  swocn,  says:  I  saw  forty  or  fifty  prisoners 
in  the  market  square  when  the  soldiers  were 
drawn  up. 

T^oKUM  Qeorgt  Skerilandt  ^rtain  royal  navy, 
commanding  at  the  depot,  being  swwn,  aaya: 
On  the  evening  of  the  6tb  April,  a  little  before 
seven  o'clock,  Mr.  Holmden,  first  clerk,  came  to 
my  house  and  informed  me  there  was  a  disposi- 
tioo  of  the  prisooera  to  be  riotoua,  as  they  had 
got  between  the  railings  and  wall  of  No.  7  yard, 
and  there  were  a  number  of  people  collected  in 
No.  7  yard ;  in  consequence.  I  walked  down  to 
the  upper  gates ;  on  cnninff  there,  I  waa  infar  Aed 
the  prison  barrack  wall  bad  been  breached.  I 
went  to  that  yard  and  saw  a  large  bole,  and  the 
military  guarding  it  under  an  officer  whom  I 
since  knew  to  be  Lientenant  Avelyn  j  on  getting 
to  the  breach  I  observed  xbe  prisoners  using  an 
inn  bar  to  enlarge  it.  I  reAoneMted,  and  told 
thcm  it  was  the  prison  biumek  yw^i  that  it 
woBld  be  dangerona  for  them  to  ntMnpt  to  fotee 


it;  the  prismim  shouted^  and  threw  stenas 
through  the  breach,  and  stiU  coniinQed  at  tinea 
toealarge  it.  I  then  heard  some  one  say,  "Tb«y 
are  breaching  the  wall  above  the  cook  house  ia 
dia  prison  bum^  yard,"  and  nearly^  tfae  saw 
dme  there  was  a  call  oat  that  tbn-  were  foreii^ 
the  lower  ffKtes,  while  I  was  atill  in  the  lowm 
iKurcask  yard.  I  immediately  left  the  yard,  mat 
Lieutenant  Avelyn  followed  me,  leniag  the 
breach  with  a  party  and  a  sergeant;  when  I  ftr- 
rived  at  the  blacksmith's  shop.  I  saw  a  oA  «f 
prisoners  bMween  the  iron  rails  under  the 
form ;  the  gate  was  at  this  time  forced,  aad  iia» 
prisoners  were  without  the  gates,  in  the  mMAut 
square,  where  they  were  not  allowed  to  be ;  see- 
ing  this,  and  having  in  my  mind  the  braich  in 
the  barrack  wall,  and  the  reported  toeach  a^ve 
the  cook  house ;  bearing  this  in  mind,  widi  the 
reported  threats  that  had  been  constantly  told  aae 
that  the  prisoners  would  lUierate  tbemselveB  on 
or  before  the, 10th  April,  I  ordered  the  Blum-bell 
to  be  rung :  at  this  time  part  ei  tbe  west  gonnl, 
which  is  called  the  piquet,  hid  gone  rowd  to 
turn  the  prisoners  out  of  the  railway  in  No.  7 
yard,  and  another  part  of  the  same  piquet  wma  fat 
tbe  prison  barraek  yard ;  so  that  the  foroe  was 
reduced  to  the  north  guard  enJy.  Lieofeaaot 
Avelyn  formed  that  guard  and  marched  down 
into  the  market  square.  J  preceded  them,  and 
about  half-way  down  tbe  guard  formed  in  a  line, 
this  keeping  their  left  close  to  the  hospital  wall ;  at 
time  I  should  suppose  there  were  from  four  to 
five  hundred  prisoners  ia  tbe  market  square.  I 
was  perfectly  unarmed,  and  went  down  to  re- 
monstrate with  them,  using  all  tbe  perwaneas 
in  my  power  ta  make  them  return  (e  their  pris- 
ons, stating  that  the  military  guard  w«s  fofmed 
above  them,  and  it  was  dangerons  to  attempt  to 
nae  force,  t  was,  at  this  time,  about  six  paees  in 
front  of  the  guard ;  the  prisoners  kept  stilf  preu- 
ing  ep,and  presiiog  me  on  the  Bilkarr;  they 
appeared  to  want  to  gat  roand  dM  leAofae  mili- 
tary, keeping  close  to  the  hoepllal  wall.  At  tUa 
time  I  looked  back,  and  said,  *'For  CMPa  sak^ 
soldiers,  keep  your  g^rouad}"  bearing  m  ouoa 
that  there  was  not  a  aii^te  soldier  «b*v«  theae 
prevent  escape  through  the  outer  gatea;  nlmoet 
immediately,  about  twelve  or  fifteen  aoUioi 
chafed  down  towards  No.  1,  towards  the  boqii- 
lal  gates,  about  five  or  six  paoea^  and  tbey  re- 
turned into  line  again.  I  was  still  «i  this  time  in 
front,  and  had  gene  forward  again,  VHgjmg  the 
prisoners,  who  had  retreated,  when  a  diseha^  <^ 
musketry  took  place ;  while  I  was  in  tbat  poai- 
tion,  being  to  the  right  of  the  centre  of  the  gaud, 
and  not  near  the  hospital  wall,  a  mosket  \uu 
grased  my  temple  in  that  discharge,  when  1  re- 
treated into  line  with  tbe  soldiwt;  the  priatwen 
retreated  and  advanced  agai&aad  about  this  tiae 
Majw  Jolliff  came  down.  There  was  a  call  «f 
"  wninded  men"  from  tfae  prisoners,  upon  wUdi 
I  called  to  the  turnkeys  to  assist  in  pasHng  lie 
wounded  through  tbe  line  of  military,  at  thar 
would  not  allow  the  prisoners  to  |mss  wim 
them.  While  this  was  doiuff,  there  was  aaeihot 
diiohwga  both  to  mj  right  aa4  laft.  t%«aa 
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BMr  m«  did  not  fire  at  litis  time,  u,  whenever  I 
Bonld,  I  bad  requested  thtfm  to  desist ;  the  turo- 
iceys  came  down,  (this  was  after  the  second  dla- 
sbam,)  and  I  was  bosilf  employed  with  Mr. 
Uitchul  in  directiog  the  remcral  of  the  woanded 
ap  to  the  hospital.  I  can  say  nothing  more  of 
Jischaives  of  muskets  in  the  market  square.  I 
Mty  oM«rre4  two  diachargei  there.  I  beard 
loma  ifrom  the  priaoa  yardi  and  from  tht  ram- 
mriB.  I  mi  in  tita  matket  aquaie  the  whole 
lime  till  the  fliiog  eeaied,  when  Major  Jolliff 
nme  down  to  the  market  square.  I  gave  myself 
10  fuitiier  thoughts  to  the  milituy,  my  whole 
nind  being  occupied  in  directing  assistance  to 
ihe  wonaded.  I  repeatedly  said  to  the  prisoners, 
'For  God's  sake,  go  to  your  prison^"  prerioiuly 
»  the  firing,  and  between  the  discharges  j  for, 
iaag  between  the  sotdien  and  them,  I  was 
mrned  by  some  of  the  former  lo  keep  clear  of 
iieir  fire,  otherwiie  I  should  be  shot.  Afler  the 
iring^  bad  ceased,  and  I  got  the  reeeiring  house 
koor  open  to  recetre  the  woaoded,  I  went  into 
iie  north  priaoo  yard  to  see  the  prisoners  shot 
in ;  the  turnkey  (Nicbolis)  of  No.  1  had  get  them 
111  in,  fattt  the  door  was  not  aeoured,  but  whuh 
ma  aoon  uttaeHd  by  the  military  without  firing. 
Ul  the  tnofn  were  mandied  oat  befne  t  saw 
unything  m«e :  I  was  in  my  audreai  uniform, 
ad  was  iwffectly  unarmed.  1  never  did  give  an 
>rder  to  fire ;  and  in  support  of  this  I  can  say,  I 
tated  in  nnr  official  letter  to  Oeneral  Brown, 
Imt  blajor  JolUfi'gaTe  the  orders  to  ftroi  eoneeiv- 
ng  he  had  dme  so,  from  seeing  the  major  a^ear 
it  that  moment.  Indeed,  in  a  former  eonrersa- 
>on  with  Oeneral  Brown,  in  the  presence  of  Ma- 
or  CUaiMing,  being  asked  whether,  if  an  attempt 
rere  made  to  resist  the  anthority  of  the  dqtot. 
:  should  order  the  mitilatjr  to  fire,  I  told  G«ieral 
dmwn,  as  wiaU  as  the  major,  that  I  did  not  think 
Byseli  aoihofhtcd  to  command  the  military  to 
ire,  beeanse  it  was  tbeir  duty  to  do  it  when  they 
hsu|[ht  it  necessary.  I  do  not  recolleet  a  su^ 
wttsion  ef  the  ringing  erf  the  bail  and  then  eem- 
Beneing  again;  it  was  a  eontiaiial  ringing.  I 
wdered  it  wcoaseqaence  of  seeing  that  the  jwis- 
iners  had  br^en  ihro«gh  the  twench  in  the  wall 
ind  the  other  repotted  breach.  1  did  not  heni 
mytHder  to  fire  j  it  must  be  understood  that  I 
traa  with  theprMonen,  who  ware  making  a  great 
wise,  bominf  and  rioting  at  the  time. 

The  two  test  prisons  (as  the  prisoners  call 
ihem)  are  the  two  smallest,  and  I  do  not  conceive 
:hem  to  be  the  best,  as  the  others  are  the  most 
roomy,  and  have  ben  put  in  a  sttta  of  repair 
isaec  the  release  of  the  Freneh  prisoners ;  those 
two  (whieh  ace  Noe.  3  and  &)  have  noL  Beii^ 
naaUer,  wo  keep  uie  of  them  for  a  reeeiTing 
prison  for  any  dmi^is  of  prisoners  who  may 
some  in  of  a  sudden  wet  and  iatigued ;  the  other, 
when  Doetor  Baird,  iaspecuiff  «  hospitals^  wu 
Sown,  he  reoMoied  might  be  nsovai  nr  paitieu- 
lar  easaa  of  aoatagien,  as  n  sort  of  qoaranline 
teediTing  hoaae  tot  newly  arrived  jprismeia^  to 
MrevenC  contagion  spreading:  the  prisoMn  have 
been  dntribntwl  nearly  aeeocdiag  to  tha  ditaatioas 
<rf  Daoior  Bnitd,  (ha  having  ]iOwer  to  aliei  tb« 


distribatioD  on  his  visits.)  The  prorisions  of  all 
the  prisoners  were  stopped  by  the  transport  board's 
direction,  for  undermining  the  prisons.  I  remon- 
strated with  tbem  that  the  innocent  would  sufier 
with  the  guilty  ;  but  they  replied  that  it  must  be 
80,  as  in  all  general  transactions  of  the  kind.  I 
was  not  out  of  the  market  square  until  all  the 
firing  bad  ceased ;  I  was  not  la  No.  7  yard  untU 
an  hour  after  the  whote  was  over.  Oatchell'a 
statement,  about  my  running  down  that  yard,  is 
not  true.  I  reeoUeot  a  man  coming  up  the  mar- 
ket square  with  a  wounded  man,  aind  after  being 
told  to  go  away  he  would  not,  and  I  gave  him  • 
push}  he  said  that  I  must  re«>Uect  I  had  struck 
him,  but  I  made  him  no  answer.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  apparent  temper  and  resoIutioA 
of  the  prisoners,  and  my  remonstrances  having 
no  efiecl,  I  do  not  think  they  could  have  been 
driven  back  without  firing;  without  the  firing,  I 
think  they  might  hare  forced  the  guard,  whuh 
they  were  in  the  attempt. to  do;  if  that  guard 
had  been  forced,  the  depot  would  have  been  lost. 
On  all  occasions  when  the  market  was  stopped, 
or  any  measure  of  the  kind  was  talun,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Transport  Board,  along  with  tho 
reasons  for  it,  and  tluy  sometimes  directed  tha 
slo^iajse  to  be  continued.  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
reporting  it  after  it  isdcme.  ((3antain  Shortland 
ruid  the  copv  of  a  letter  to  the  Transport  Board, 
dated  14tb  February,  1815:  it  states,  that,  in  coup 
sequence  of  the  escape  of  Simon  Hayes,  who 
had  been  directed  by  the  board  to  be  kept  in  clow 
confinement  in  the  Cachot,  and  his  taking  rcTngn 
among  the  prisoners,  aod  the  disorderly  conduct 
of  the  prisoners  in  not  allowing  the  lamplighteis 
to  do  their  daly,  he  had  stopped  the  market;  and 
he  read  their  answer,  da^ed  16th  February,  ap- 
proviag  of  the  measure  in  consequence  of  thf 
reasons  he  stated.)  The  nuirket  has  not  hen, 
stopped  more  than  twice.  The  first  time  was  oa 
the  24tb  October,  1814,  on  account«of  the  priwn- 
ers  not  permitting  themselves  to  be  counted  om 
of  tbeir  prisons  in  the  mominft  which  was  neeai- 
sacy  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any  cseapeb  bt  n 
letter  of  the  27ih,  the  board  amoved  u  tha  men* 
sure.  In  consequence  of  this,  ud  the  rioliHia 
conduct  of  the  prisoners.  Captain  Shcstlaad 
suted  several  arrangements  he  had  made  stnaa 
he  came  to^the  depot  for  the  welfare  of  the  prii- 
oners;  among  others,  the  Cvllowing.  On  one 
occasion,  when  orders  had  been  sent  to  remove 
the  stoves  from  the  prison,  on  account  of  the 
health  of  the  prisoner^  he  wrote  a  very  strong 
letter  to  the  board,  urging  that  they  Hiight  be  re- 
tained, as  they  were  very  instrumental  to  Uw 
comfort  of  the  prisoners.  All  the  letters  from 
prisoners  to  himself  he  opened  and  answered,  and 
he  keeps  a  clerk  for  the  mere  purpose  of  keeping 
accounts  of  moneys  received  for  the  wisonera. 

He  dates  the  eommeneemcnt  of  the  antipnAy 
of  tha  Misoaeis  to  him  from  the  time  when  m 

git  the  Transport  Board  to  prosecute  some  bmB 
r  tattooing  others;  and  sutca,  that  till  that  fee 
was  on  good  terms  with  them,  going  down  nl.tU 
limes  anwng  them,  u  he  mod  imong  the  nokih 
prisoacrs. 
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DtpotUion  of  John  C.  Cttment, 
I  sailed  from  New  York  the  Oth  January,  1813, 
on  board  the  brig  Star,  Capuia  Reed,  for  Bor* 
deaax,  and  was  captured  on  the  9th  February 
following,  in  tbe  Bay  of  Biscay,  by  His  Britan- 
Bic  Majesty's  ship  Superb,  (74j  Hoaorabte  Sir 
Charles  Paget,  eommtnder.  Went  into  Basque 
Roads,  where,  with  other  prisoners,  I  was  put  on 
board  the  Warspite,  (74,)  Capuin  Sir  Henry 
Blackwood ;  proceeded  in  ber  to  Plymoath, (Bog- 
land,)  and  on  19th  March  was  sent  on  board  the 
Hector,  prison  ship.  On  the  2d  April,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  of  us,  American  seamen,  were 
marched  to  ZTnrtmoor  prison,  where  we  were 
stowed  in  among  nine  or  ten  thousand  French 

Erisoners,  who  were  in  a  filthy,  dirty  condition, 
faring  our  coofiaemeot,  Shortlaod,  the  keeper, 
repeatedly  stopped  our  markets  for  .several  days 
at  a  timej  without  any  provocation,  or  giving  any 
reasons  for  this  conduct,  and  our  provisions  were 
repeatedly  short,  not  having  our  full  allowance 
issued  us.  Shortlaod  attempted  several  times  to 
give  us  bad  bread  and  provisions,  and  was  guilty 
of  many  uts  tending  to  irritate  us,  and  render 
om  aitnatioD  very  oneomfortable.  On  the  5th  of 
April  last,  particularly,  he  gave  orders  to  tbe  con- 
tractors to  serve  as  fand  bread,  which  tbe  prison- 
ers would  not  receive  and,  at  tbe  usual  hour  of 
closing  the  prisons,  the  turnkeys  came  to  shut  us 
in  for  the  night}  but  we  proceeded  in  a  body  to 
the  market  square,  where  an  officer  of  tbe  guard, 
on  onr  representations  to  bim,  (Shortlaod  then 
being  absent  to  Plymouth,)  advised  us  to  return 
to  our  prisons,  and  be  would  have  the  bread  sent 
Qs ;  which  was  done,  and  ve  retired  to  rest  about 
twelve  at  night. 

On  tbe  6tb  of  April,  (tbe  following  day,)  at  6 
p.  M.,  while  a  number  of  American  prisoners  were 
jriaying  ball  in  yard  No.  7.  where  a  small  hole, 
tbe  size  of  a  large  pane  of  glass,  sufficiently  large 
to  admit  a  boy  or  small  man  to  pass  through,  had 
been  made  by  some  person  or  persons  for  tne  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  tbe  ball  when  it  flew  over  the 
wall  into  a  large  yard  eoelosed  by  high  walls, 
(wherein  tbe  soldiers  were  stationed  in  the  bar- 
racks:) at  6  P.  M..  as  before  mentioned.  Captain 
Sfaortland,  the  keeper,  entered  the  gate  of  No.  1, 
with  250  or  300  soldiers,  armed  with  mnskels  and 
bayonets,  tbe  alarm-bell  ringing  at  the  same  time, 
when  he  (Shortland)  ordered  one  of  the  soldiers 
to  fire  at  tbe  prisoners  in  yard  No.  1 :  the  soldier 
not  willingly  obeving,  he  snatched  a  musket  from 
one  of  them,  and  shot  a  prisoner.  Tbe  soldiers 
then  commenced  firing  on  tbe  prisoners,  who 
>  were  then  sallying  out  of  their  prisons  to  learn 
Uie  cause  of  the  firiDjgi  the  soldiers  continuing  at 
Ibe  same  time  to  re-load  and  fire  on  them.  Four 
or  five  soldiers  proceeded  at  this  time  also  to  the 
extremity  of  the  yard  in  pursuit  of  the  flying 
prisoners,  and,  at  they  cried  for  quarters,  they  re- 
lied, **  No  quarter  shall  be  given  you,youdamn4d 
Yankee  rascals,"  or  similar  words,  and  instantly 
•hot  the  flying  prisoners.  Shortlaod  and  the  sol- 
diers then  proceeded  to  prison  No.  3,  (No.  2  beiiw 
raipiy  and  dosed,)  where  they  fired  through  the 
wudows  and  doors  on  the  pdsonen  inside,  and 


shot  through  the  heart  one  man  while  in  the  act 
of  drioking  a  can  of  beer,  and  wounded  another 
as  he  was  endeavoring  to  escape  up  stairs;  they 
then  proceeded  to  yard  No.  4,  where  the  second 
lieutenant,  snatching  a  musket  out  of  a  soldier^ 
hand,  shot  a  boy ;  soldiers  firing  at  tbe  same  time 
into  the  prison,  throagh  the  doors  ud  wiodows. 
After  having  received  i  reinforeemeDt  of  soldien 
they  proce««d  to  J*rd  7,  where  they  con* 
meneed  an  indiscriminate  fire  on  tbe  prisoaen 
while  they  were  fiying  to  escape  into  their  prisons. 

On  this  day  there  were  seven  prisoaoa  kUM 
on  the  spot,  and  thirty-eight  wounded,  three  of 
whom  died  two  days  after. 

On  the  7tb  of  April  a  coroner's  taqnest  was 
held,  composed  of  American  prtsoners,  (tbe  offi- 
cers of  the  prison  beiog^  present,  all  save  Captain 
Shortlaod,)  when  a  verdict  of  "  wilful  murdei" 
was  brought  in.  On  the  8th  the  coroner's  ioqaeaC 
was  held,  composed  of  a  number  of  ntighbotiag 
farmers,  who  reinrned  a  verdict  of  jasijfiabJ« 
homicide."  On  the  9tb,  Admiral  Rowley  and  a 
British  post  capuin  arrived  at  the  prison  from 
Plymouth,  by  direction  of  the  Tranaport  Board,  to 
inquireof  the  prisoners  into  the  tranaaciion.  Dn- 
ring  onr  confinement  the  American  agent  (Bea«> 
ley)  did  not  give  us,  say  from  the  2d  April,  181^ 
to  March,  1814,  the  6«.  Sd.  sterling  per  month,  mm 
well  as  the  suit  of  clothes  allowed  us  anoually  bjr 
our  Oovernment,  which  money  aad  clothes  the 
prisoners  have  never  received ;  and  when  1,  with 
two  hundred  and  fifty  others,  were  rdeased  from 
prison,  there  were  likewise  a  shirt,  pair  of  dues, 
and  6f.  8f<.  dae  us,  which  we  never  received. 
The  prisoners  had  applied  to  Beasley  repeatedly  for 
what  was  due  them,  but  received  no  satis&ction. 

He  never  visited  the  prisons  but  once  doriog 
two  years  and  upwards  I  was  there.  The  two 
hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  (and  among  them  mj- 
selO  were  released  from  prison  on  (be  20ih  of 
April  last,  and  proeeeded  to  PlyBoach,and  were 
put  on  board  tbe  cartel  Maria  Christiana,  andnr- 
rived  at  New  York  on  5th  of  June,  1816.  I  dlA 
not  know,  nor  did  I  hear  of  a  plot  or  scheme  of- 
escape  oat  of  wison,  as  alleged  br  Shortland,  in 
justmcatiott  ofbis  atuck  on  us  of  Ibe  6th  Apvil; 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  my  firm  belief,  if  tbe  gates 
had  been  thrown  open  to  qs  at  this  time,  none  of  ns 
would  have  sallied  forth  to  escape,  because,  being 
most  of  us  destitute  of  money,  (the  agent  oaving 
withheld  our  pay;)  numbers  of  ns  miserably 
clothed,  and  without  shoeif,  (also  withheld  &«b 
us ;)  numbers  having  walked,  when  released  (nm 
prison,  barefoot  to  Plymouth  ;  through  fear  also 
of  being  arrested  aod  closely  confined,  or,  what 
was  more  probable,  impressed  into  the  British 
service,  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  very  hot  imr 
pressment  going  on  in  Kngland ;  beoause  having 
also  heard,  some  weeks  previous,  of  peace  haviaf 
taken  place  between  Gnat  Britain  and  Amecie% 
which  would  release  ns  from  prison. 

I  know  of  no  cause  or  reason  thai  can  jnstifr 
the  unprovoked  attack  upon  us  by  Shortlaadaaa 
the  soldiery,  but  do  verily  believe  that  the  ibiac 
was  wantonly,  wickedly,  and  malioionaly  pimed- 
itated  by  ShortUnd  and  his  offieefs,  lo  spill  thn 
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blood  ■Dd  destroy  a  Damber  of  Doarmed,  defenee- 
less  Ameriesn  seameo. 

Ererytbfo^  I  bare  stated,  I  do^  to  the  best  of 
mf  reeolleetiOD,  beUere  to  be,  wttboot  the  least 
esurnratioD,  strietir  true. 

JOHN  C,  CLEMENT. 

Affirmed  before        JOHN  GETBR, 

An  Alderman  ^  PkUadelphia. 

JiWB  19. 1815. 

Litt  ofpe^en  tn  packet  marked  C. 

Bztraets  of  a  letter  from  the  Gommisaary  Oea- 
eral  of  Prisoners  to  R.  O.  Beasle^  Esq..  Amer- 
ican agent  for  priaoDenof  war  in  BoglaBd, dated 
Match  %  1816. 

Letter  of  the  Commissary  <3«neral  of  Prisoners 
to  George  Barton,  Esq.,  dated  March  6, 1815. 

Table  of  provisions  to  be  allowed  to  prisoners 
of  war,  whether  Amerioao  or  British,  on  board 
•f  Teasels  transnoritog  them. 

Letter  from  R.  G.  Beaaley  to  the  Commisaary 
Ckneral  of  Prisoners,  dated  April  13, 1815. 

Letter  of  Atexander  McLeay  to  R.  Q.  Beaaley, 
dated  Transport  Office,  April  10, 1815. 

Letter  of  J.  P.  Morier  to  R.  G.  Beaaley,  dated 
Foreign  Office,  April  11, 1815. 

Letltr  of  J.  W.  Croker  to  J.  P.  Moriar,  dated 
Admiralty  Office,  April  10, 1816. 

Letter  from  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the  Commissary 
General  of  Prisoners,  dated  April  15, 1816. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  American 
pritioaers  confined  at  Dartmoor,  dated  April  7, 
1815. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the  Commissary 
General  of  Prisoners,  dated  April  18, 1815. 

List  of  prisoners  woanded  on  the  evening  of 
the  6tb  April,  1811^  aigocd  by'-Gcoige  Hagrath, 
surgeon. 

A  return  of  American  prisoners  of  war  who 
were  killed  and  wounded  in  aa  attempt  to  force 
the  military  goard  at  Dartmoor  prison  on  the 
CTening  of  the  6th  April,  1815,  signed  "  Thomas 
Gleorge  Shortland,  agent ;  George  Magrath,  sur- 
geoo.^ 

Letter  of  Alexander  HcLeny  to  R.  G.  Beasley, 
dated  Transport  Office,  April  IB,  1816. 

Letter  of  R.  O.  Beasley  to  the  Commissary 
Qeneral  of  Prisoners,  dated  April  30, 1615. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated  October 
10,  1816. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beaaley  to  Alexander  McLeay, 
dated  January  2, 1816. 

Letter  of  Alexander  McLeay  to  R.  G.  Beasley, 
dated  Transport  Office,  January  21, 1615. 

Letter  of  R.  0.  Beasley  to  Alexander  BfcLeay, 
dated  Mareh  16, 1815. 

Letter  of  Alexander  McLeay  toR.  G.  Beasley, 
dated  Transport  Office,  Mareh  15, 1815. 

Extract  ot  a  letter  from  R.  G.  Beaaley  to  the 
oommittee  of  American  prisonera  of  war  at  Dart 
moor,  dated  March  38, 1815. 

EjeAer  of  R.  G.  Beaslay  to  the  American  pris- 
OMre  of  war  at  Aahbvrton,  dated  Mareh  SS^  1816 


Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  Captain  Shortland, 
dated  March  25^  1816. 

■  Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  Dr.  George  Magrath. 
sarseon  of  Dartmoor  prison,  dated  March  31, 1816. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the  committee  of 
American  prisoners  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  dated 
March  31, 1815. 


Extrude  of  a  letter  from  the  Commietary  Gonend  t§ 
frieonera  to  JReuOen  O.  Beael^,  Esq.,  Aauriam 
Agent  for  Prieonera  in  England,  dated 

Maboh  6. 1816.  ■ 
I  have  received  your  tetters  of  November  17th, 
December  21st  and  31st  last,  by  the  British  stoop 
of  war  Farnit^  I  could  write  you  nothing  de- 
finitive by  the  return  of  that  vessel,  in  relation  to 
the  arrangements  to  be  made  in  England  for  the 
restoration  of  our  prisoners  held  there,  as  I  could 
not,  until  after  the  time  her  despatclies  left  the 
Seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States,  come 
to  an  uttderstandiax  with  Mr.  Baker,  Cbargi  dea 
Affiiires  for  His  Britaonic  Majesty,  as  to  the 
terms  and  manner  of  restoring  the  prisoners  on 
both  sides  under  the  treaty. 

I  DOW  enclose  you  a  correspondence  bj^Eun  oa 
the  23d  February,  and  concluded  on  the  88th,  urn 
that  subject }  by  this  yon  will  perceive  the  con- 
struction vhieh  is  Wivcn  here  m  relation  to  this 
point,and  that  Mr.  Baker  has  dcelined  in  any  way 
to  commit  hia  Government ;  and  that,  in  order  to 
produce  as  little  ex|iense  and  delay  as  possiUe  to 
either  Government  in  the  operation,  I  nave  glvea 
him  the  election  of  several  propositions,  (after  he 
declined  to  proceed  on  the  principle  which  I  had 
presnmed  to  exist,  and  which  in  his  letter  of  the 
23d  February  he  appeara  to  admit})  that  each 
party  should  restore  to  the  country  from  which 
taken  the  prisoners  held  by  it ;  and  that  the  pro 
position  he  has  accepted  embraced  the  transpor 
tation  of  alt  the  prisoners,  British  add  Americaik, 
at  English  or  American  stations  in' this  quarter, 
at  the  expense,  in  the  first  instance,  of  this  Gov- 
ernment ;  the  accounts  to  be  adjusted  hneafto^ 
according  to  justice  and  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
between  the  two  Govemmenta.  Preparationa  aro 
now  actually  going  on  for  the  immediate  removal 
and  transportation  of  all  the  British  prisonenwa 
now  bold  in  this  country  ;  in  numbers  probably 
about  3,590,  military  and  maritime. 

The  question,  yon  will  remark,  as  to  the  resto- 
ration of  American  prisoners  in  Bogland,  is  left 
open.  You  are  requested,  immediately  on  the 
reception  uf  this  letter,  to  communicate  the  cor* 
respondenee  with  Mr,  Baker  to  the  proper  author- 
ity of  the  British  Gk)vernment,  to  show  what  is 
doing  here  in  relation  to  the  delivery  and  receipt 
of  prisoners  of  both  countries,  and  to  state  that 
the  liberal  proposition,  of  taking  upon  oorselvea 
the  transportation  both  of  British  and  Ameriean 
prisoners,  and  to  make  the  requisite  advances  for 
this  purpose,  was  offered  in  that  spirit  of  aiAi^ 
which  it  was  deemed,  on  the  happy  ratum  « 
peace  between  the  two  nations,  io  bewog  to  the 
eaae  j  to  insure  the  moat  speedy  relief  to  the  un- 
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ibitiutte  man  held  in  daruM  hj  eltbar ;  and  to 
leaseo  the  expense  »»  mnch  at  possible  to  both 
.OorernnieDtfl }  and  with  an  exprest  reservation 
of  tbe  coDstractioa  of  the  treaty,  at  girea  here 
vitbout  commitmeDt  of  tbe  priacipte  contended 
far  bf  us,  tbat  ia,  that  each  party  should  pay  the 
expense  of  the  transportation  and  delivery  of  the 
pnsoners  held  by  it ;  that  the  operation  will  be 
performed  in  the  most  economical  manner  prac- 
ticable I  and  accurate  lists  of  prisoners  and  ac- 
«o*n»  kepi  for  the  final  adjaatmcst  erf  an  aecoant 
betweeo  tbe  two  Governments.  And  yea  will 
nqoire  of  the  Britisli  Qoranment  to  traoaport 
aM  delira'  all  the  American  miioiiert  now  in 
Boglaad^or  d8ewhere,not  embraced  io  the  ar* 
'fngemeat  with  Mr.  Baiter,  in  tha  moK  ipeedy 
Mkt  eonrcoiant  manner.  If  this  be  consented  to, 
(■a  I  trast  it  will,)  you  will  ask  to  be  permitted 
tonake  tbe  same  kind  of  iaterferenea  which  has 
koon  affoided  here  to  the  British  agents,  as  by  the 
«tteloBed  copy  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  Barton  (delegated 
•bf  Mr.  Baker)  of  the  6th  instant. 

Ytm  wUl  request  tbat  the  same  rations  be  al- 
lowed to  oar  prisoners  which  are  sapplied  on 
iHHifd  ships  to  tbe  British  prisoners  about  to  be 
transported  from  this  conotry,  and  ihax  a  suffi- 
eieney  o£  loasd  atorei  he  laid  in  to  supply  them 
in  Duwty  days ;  and  yoo  will  apply  for  pevmis- 
•ion  to  place  on  board  each  transport  aoagsnt  on 
iHioin  yon  enn  nlr,  who  ahnll  hare  power  to  in- 

SaettbealoieiaBdaeooflamodatioDSiUMlBee  chat 
a  jmaenen  are  regularly  and  araperly  nin^ied. 
jPenoBs  proper  for  these  ^eneuM  amy,  no  ioiaki, 
bo  Ivnd  among  the  Anmean  auateia  and  mates, 
mw  prtseners  in  Bogland,  to  whoa  it  will  be 
tight  to  mnki  aeme  reasonable  cMnpensation  for 
tkair  tDsoble— 4ay  30  or  40  dollars  per  month ; 
uA  yoa  will  instruet  each  in  writing,  and  direct 
Aen  to  make  report,  on  their  arriral,  to  this 
eOcfc  You'  will  require,  also,  that  the  Brteiih 
Qeyanment  put  a  surgeon  on  board  each  ?eaMi 
imtlied  with  a  proper  quantity  of  medicine  and 
■wakal  atoret,  as  has  been  done  here. 

In  (h«  embareattOD  aad  distribotien,  as  te  the 
facts  of  delivery  here,  yon  will  have  examined 
eB«fiiUjr«ll  the  liata ;  endearor,  as  much  as  pes- 
alblLao  toaaaort  the pnetmcra aa  tbat awh  mayi 
hnputead,  as  ftras  ia  couTeniently  practicably 
Mmat  his  bonwj  or,  more  property  speakiag,  to 
Aa  port  from  which  he  aniled  {  and,  for  thu  pur- 
poae,  yoo  will  designate  foe  the  destinatMo  of  the 
Wmpott*  fonr  of  our  priDciMl  portt  along  the 
«aaal :  that  is  te  say,  Boston,  New  Yortc,  Norfolk, 
and  Chnrleaton.  I  have  named  those  near  the 
ocean  as  being  most  easy  of  access,  and  less  liable, 
<n  ihnt  aeeonnt,  to  ot^ection.  To  prevent  oou- 
plnmt,  it  will  be  proper,  with  as  few  exceptions  as 
Masiue,  to  send  ^oee  prisoners  firat  who  have 
«een  loogeat  in  captivity.  There  is  no  other  rttle 
that  earries  so  much  juatice  with  it;  and  it  ia 
antntally  to  be  expected  that,  after  snch  lona  and 
aevere  confinement,  the  anxiety  of  oar  unforta- 
mu  citizens,  so  held,  to  be  teleaMd,  will  be  vee y 
great ;  and  j^referooces  oat  of  tsm  wiU  be  viewed 
with  great  jealousy  and  diuontent 
It  remains  to  point  mit  to  you  what  b  to 


done,  should  the  British  Goretnmwt,  nnte  nH 
the  circumstances  stated,  refuse  to  restore  to  ■■ 
our  prisoners  ia  Bnclaad  at  its  expenae.  After 
making  all  proper  enorts  on  this  point,  and  wbh 
as  little  delajr  as  possible,  should  yon  foil,  tlnR 
will  be  Dothine  left  (bitving  first  protested  in  i 
respeetfal  hut  firm  manner  against  such  ref^al. 
should  it  happen,  and  giving  notice  that  an  aeeo- 
rate  account  will  be  kept  of  all  expenditures  made 
by  us,  ia  this  part  of  the  transaetton,  for  fotnre 
ndjostmeot  under  tha  terms  of  the  treaty)  bat  to 
take  tbe  most  spee^  and  effectoal  measures  (rif 
transporting  them,  at  the  expense  of  this  Govern- 
ment, in  tbe  flrat  iaatnnee  at  lenat,  to  Ube  United 
States. 

I  have  been  paitienlar  In  my  InatraetioBa  in 
this  letter  inendeavoring  toanticipntenkevnacivci, 
and  to  put  yoa  Ailly'ln  ponession  of  mj  i4eu 
on  all  the  points  that  occur  to  me  at  preaeaL  in 
order  that  yoa  may  be  prepared  to  proceed,  m- 
medialaty  on  its  reeeptton,  in  some  one  eooia^ 
without  a  moment's  delay.  The  operatioa  yon 
wilt  have  te  perform,  whatever  eonrse  be  iwen, 
is  one  of  much  eonseqaence  in  every  view ;  in- 
portant  to  the  Ctoveminent,  in  afSnding  the  aaost 
speedy  relief  possible  to  ooreonntrymea  l^aced 
in  the  bands  of  its  late  enemy  by  the  Ate  of  wnr ; 
highly  interesting  to  these  naforiainile  aen, 
whose  aaxiety  te  return  le  their  connlry  and 
friends  most  inefcaae  with  the  knowledgn  of  the 
and  of  the  war,  and  the  expectation  tbat  notbiag 
bat  foHM  and  want  of  opponnnity  now  tetnid 
dkcir  dqiamre ;  and  of  neat  conaidentinB  to  the 
commercial  iaterett  ef  the  Untied  Statca,  to  have 
restored  to  it  so  many  valuable  seamen  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

Your  zeal  and  activity  are,  thmAre,  Mty 
ooonted  on,  to  do  alt  that  may  d^md  on  yon  to 
conduct  this  basiness  to  the  beet  adranags^  ninfl 
its  bearings,  and  with  tbe  requisite  economy. 

I  particularly  reeommend  tbat  yon  do  not  per- 
mit the  intarebaMe  of  sentfnenta,  in  negodatkM 
with  the  British  wvernmeat,  as  to  the  mode  and 
eocpenie  of  tranportatioa,  to  be  span  oat.  It  will 
be  expected  tbat  it  will  be  prompt  ia  deciding  en 
the  course  it  may  detmnine  to  take  in  that  bm- 
ter.  You  wiU  be  readily  able  to  show  the  neeet- 
sity  of  an  inmedinte  deeisioa. 


From  the  Commmvfi  Gmeralqf  Pntontrt  to  C— y 
Barton,  E^. 

Ornoc  CoHH*ar  Gan.  op  PBinomna; 

Watkineton,  Muxa  C,  lSi& 
Sib  :  Having  been  referred  to  yoa  far  AtttlMnr 
Bt.  John  Bakery  Esq.,  Chargfi  des  ASalres  of  Hb 
Britannia  Majesty  ia  the  united  States,  in  tela- 
tian  to  the  steps  necessary  to  be  Uikea  to  cairy 
into  execution  tbe  restoration  of  the  pruonenw 
war,  American  and  Britbh,  held  in  the  Vaiui 
States,  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  tbe  West  ii- 
dics,  aoeonhog  te  the  understanding  wlueh  km 
taken  place  between  him  and  eane^,  (irf'tbe*' 
tare  of  which  yoa  are  apprized,)  i  have  the  MM 
to  inform  yoo  that  orden  some  days  tm,  have 
faaan  glnm  for  the  immndintt  wmcA  ^tlkiku 
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Britiifa  ppaoiatu  eaptortd  on  Uod  or  tlie  lakes 
lo  the  fronticri  of  Canada,  to  be  delivered  at  or 
lear  Odletawn,  and  for  the  immediate  embarea- 
ion,  in  oommodious  Testels,  of  all  the  nuritime 
niaonen  held  at  Nev  York,  Provideoeej  Rhode 
[aland,  Salem,  and  at  any  port  east  of  Salem, 
aU  the  prisonere,  indeed,  held  at  or 
>ast  of  New  York,)  for  Halifax.  These  will  be 
araiupoTted  ia  the  pablie  cartel  ships  Perseverance 
ind  AaalostaD,  and  an  additional  prtnte  trans- 
Mtt  ofdtred  to  ha  taken  np  at  Salem.  All  the 
prisoners  held  at  New  York  or  Prondence  will 
»e  aent  from  Prondenee  in  the  Peneveranee  or 
ft.Dalotun,  whieherer  is  first  readjr ;  and  those 
It  Salem,  or  east  of  it,  or  at  any  intermediate 
fott,  will  be  sent  in  the  other  public  shipjind 
a  the  private  ship  from  Salem.  The  Brit- 
sh  prisoaers  at  Philadelphia  have  beea  ordered 
:his  da]r  to  be  removed  to  New  York,  where 
.bay  wiU  be  embarked  in  the  frigate  John 
Idami,  armed  en  Jtuie,  for  Bermnda.  Those 
irko  were  held  in  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake 
nve  been  ordered  to  be  delivered  on  board  the 
Biitisli  pttblic  ships  now  in  those  waters,  by  an 
inderslBBding  had  with  the  senior  officer,  (Cap- 
mia  Clav«ll,  of  the  frigate  Orlando,)  and,  it  is 
^resamed.  have  been  by  this  time  received  by 
urn.  AU  those  ia  North  or  Sooth  Carolina,  or 
Georgia,  will  be,  as  soon  as  piastlcable,  embarked 
Trom  Wilmington.  Charleston,  and  Savannah, 
Ebr  Bcnandiu  in  pubtie  ships  or  private  transports. 
A,s  aoon  as  the  vessels  are  designated,  which  will 
be  in  a  few  days,  yon  will  be  informed.  Orders 
[nve  been  sent  to  the  marshal  of  Orleans  to  col- 
Laet  and  deliver,  forthwith,  all  the  British  pris- 
ftners  in  that  State,  and  the  adjoiniag  Territories, 
to  the  BftUsh  officer  eommanding  in  those  wa- 
rns ;  and  it  is  presumed  they  will  reach  Mm 
time  eDongh  to  di^oee  of  them  before  your  pub- 
tis  ships  withdtaw  from  that  quarter.  All  these 
arraDgemmts  have  bem  made,  or  are  now  in 
tnin,  as  i  believe,  accordinff  to  the  detail  settled 
In  diflerest  conversations  between  yon  and  my- 
self. If  there  is  anything  in  what  I  have  stated 
difisrant  from  f  ovr  nadersundiog  of  it,  l  ^all  be 
glad,  as  fiur  «8  IS  in  ny  power,  to  cosfbrm  lo  it. 

I AMB  given  partieuar  ordeia  that  the  Britidi 
priaooen  M  not  pat  in  aoeh  annbeis  on  board 
the  Tessds  traaspOTiiDg  them  as  to  crowd  then 
impniMily,  aad  am  wflUns,  if  yoo  think  pn^ver, 
that  this  shall  be  r^nltted  by  a  ceruin  namber 
ctf  an  par  ton.  I  have  directed  that  soand  and 
wholesome  provisioni,  and  plenty  of  water,  be 
laid  is  fas  them,  and  served  oot  on  the  passage 
w  rations,  as  by  the  enclosed  table ;  that  a  snr- 
geon  be  allotted  to  each  ship,  provided  with  a 
prwer  quantity  of  medical  uid  hospital  stores} 
aad  I  have  directed  the  agents  of  this  office,  at 
the  ports  from  which  the  prisoners  ate  to  be  em- 
bayed, to  make  provision  on  board  each  ship 
lov  the  aocommodntion  of  an  ageat,  to  be  pet  on 
hoard  by  yoiL  if  yoo  think  pr^er  to  do  so,  to 
sipeeintend  the  traaimeat  ud  aeeommodation  of 
the  pneoners,  aid  to  ios^  the  qnaatiiy  aid 
qaality  ctf  the  pcoviaions  issued  to  them  <»  the 
papsat*!  ud  tha  mlwi  of  th^  raspaative  ships 


will  be  inatrocted  to  respect  such  agents  on  your 
part  ifa  the  performance  of  the  daties  assigned 
them. 

In  conformity  with  the  request  made  in  your 
letter  of  the  86tb  February,  I  have  directed  the 
marshal  of  North  Carolina,  aad  all  the  other 
marshals  of  the  difierent  States  having  cha^  of 
British  prisoners,  to  release  all  the  British  prison- 
's, officers  in  their  districts,  respectively,  whether 
of  public  or  i»ivate  servtee,  who  may  not  choose 
to  wait  the  sailing  of  the  cartels,  and  to  pernrit 
them  to  leave  the  eouDtry  at  thdr  option  and  ex- 
pense. 

'  I  have  ordered  that  all  the  Bridsh  maritime 
prisfwers  be  held  and  subsisted,  as  heretofore, « 
die  several  depots,  until  they  are  regularly  em- 
barked. If  it  ^e  your  wish,  howerer,  that  any 
poraon  of  these,  other  than  those  you  have  already 
designated  for  that  purpose,  should  be  discharged 
in  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  done. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

J.  HASON. 

QaonaB  Babton,  Esq. 


TabU  of  pron^ona  to  be  aUowedto  pruetun,  tokelket 
Amenean  or  JMUak,  on  board  ^vtuek  troiufert- 

ing  then. 

Daji.  Allomics  lor  wch  psnoa. 

Sunday  1  lb.  beef,  I  lb.  bread,  }  lb.  potatoes. 
Monday  I  lb.  beeC  1  lb.  bread,  }  lb.  potatoes. 
Tuesday  I  lb.  pork,  1  lb.  bread,  \  pint  peas. 
Wednesday  1  lb.  beef.  1  lb.  bread,  |  lb.  potatoes. 
Thnrsday  1  Hi.  beef;  1  lb.  bread,  |  lb.  potatoes. 
Friday  1  lb.  wok,  1  Ui.  bread.  |  pfait  peas. 
SaMfday     1  lb.bee^     lAtbrsad,  |lb.potatoea. 

1  fill  of  vhugar  per  wed(> 

8  quarts  of  water  per 

SsouiTuunev. 


Beef 

6  pounds  per  aw  pec  weik. 

Pork  • 

3  do. 

do.  ik>. 

Bread  - 

7  do. 

do.  da 

Potatoes  - 

-     S(  do. 

do.  do. 

Peas  - 

1  fiat 

do.  do. 

Vinegar  - 

-      -  IgiU 

do.  do. 

Water  - 

SI  quarts 

do.       do.  . 

Onici  or<;ox«'sz  Q»m.  ov  Pauoaaas. 

.  J.MASOif. 

Am  M.  0>  JMqr  <o  Uie  Cowwiifwiy  OmmU  ef 
Pntoiuttt 

Loirooii,  Jkpra  1%  1815. 
Sia:  I  had  tha  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your 
letters  of  the  16th  January,  Clb,  (twe^)  and  8th  of 
Uareh.  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  occa- 
sion to  notice  their  coatcob.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  sommaoieated  to 
the  Transport  Board  the  eorrespeodence  between 
yoorself  and  Mr.  Baker  on  the  sohjeet  of  the  re- 
storation of  prisoners,  and  have  called  on  them  to 
undertake  the  transportation  to  the  Unltod  Sutes 
of  oiu  prisoners  in  wis  country.  Prior,  however 
to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  on  this  subject,  I  had 
•igagad  in  this  poic  niac  ships  for  tn  convey- 
ance  of  our  prisoners,  several  of  which  have 
aaiMibr  Ftyasoaih  to  take  them  on  hoard.  I, 
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in  the  first  instance,  eDdemrored  to  engaye  vessels 
at  Portsmouth  and  Flyraoatb;  but  the  turn  of 
a08irs  in  France  having  induced  this  Qovern- 
ment  to  take  up  transports  for  the  conrejrance  of 
troops,  I  could  obtain  Done  in  those  ports. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  I  have  to  state,  that 
on  the  instant  the  guard  of  the  depotat  Dart- 
moor, by  order  of  the  ageftt,  fired  on  the  Ameri- 
ean  prisonen,  killed  fire,  and  vonnded  thirt;ir- 
foar.  I  traaamit,  herewith,  two  reports  of  ibis 
unfortanateafikir,  (onefrom  the  Transport  Board, 
and  ooe  from  the  Admiraltjr  Office,  urougk  the 
Foreign  Oflice.) 

By  the  latter  you  will  pwceive  that  the  pris- 
oners are  aecased  of  having  attempted  to  liberate 
themselves  by  force,  and  are  slated  to  have  been 
jiTgti  to  this  by  the  impression  they  were  under 
that  their  own  Government  had  neglected  to 
provide  means  for  their  early  conveyance  home. 

As  the  prisoners  have  been  constantly  informed 
of  the  eiertions  made  by  me  for  their  release, 
and  as  en  this  occasion  I  had  written  twice  to 
let  them  know  the  number  of  vessels  uken  up 
for  their  conveyance  home,  and  the  time  they 
mif  ht  be  expected  at  Plymouth,  it  is  difficult  to 
believe,  under  sneh  cireumstaneea,  that  this  is 
zeallT  the  cause  of  this  melancholy  occurrence. 
I  ahul,  therefore,  Inquire  most  minutely  into  all 
the  circumstances  attending  it,  and  shall  commu- 
nicate the  result  to  you,  as  also  the  names  of 
those  who  have  been  lulled  and  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.G.  BBABLET. 

The  Hon.  John  Ma«om,  dtc. 

Awn  Akmder  MeLeoj/  io  BeaaUy. 
Transpobt  Ofpiob,  AprU  10, 1815. 
Sis  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for 
the  transport  service,  dbc.  to  acquaint  you,  that, 
by  a  letter  this  day  received  from  Captain  Short- 
land,  the  agent  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Dartmoor 
prison^  it  appears  that  on  the  6th  instant  the 
American  prisoners  confined  at  that  depot  made 
a  breach  in  the  prison  wall,  and  attempted  to 
liberate  themseWes,  by  making  a  violent  attack 
on  the  guard ;  and  that  it  became  indispensably 
necewar^  in  order  to  quell  the  revolt,  for  the 
uard  to  fire  upon  them}  in  consequence  of  which 
ve  of  the  prisoners  were  killed  and  thirty-three 
were  wounded. 

I  am  further  directed  to  observe,  that  it  is  much 
to  be  lamented  that  the  extreme  impatience  of 
these  unfortunate  men  to  be  discharged,  at  a 
time  that  measures  were  in  a  train  for  their  liber- 
ation, should  have  produced  aueh  melaneboly 
consequences.  I  am,  &c. 

ALEX.  MoLEAT,  Sbcivfofy. 
R.  0.  BU8I.BY,  Esq. 


From  J.  P.  Itbrier  toJt,0.  Beaslig. 

FoBsiGH  OmcB,  April  U,  181S. 
Sib  :  I  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  to  yon  the 
copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Mr. 
Crocker,  of  the  Admiralty,  giving  n  eircnmstan- 


lial  accouot  of  the  alarming  riot  wbieh  brake  out 
on  the  6tb  instant  amongst  the  American  priaj*- 
ers  of  war  confined  at  Dartmoor,  and  of  the  mMs> 
ures  which  it  became  necessary  to  parsne  for  tke 
purpose  of  restoring  order ;  and  I  am  directed  bf 
Lonl  Castlereagh  to  request  that  yon  will  tab 
an  early opportanity of  forwardinfftliis  statement 
of  the  unroTlaoate  event  to  your  GovemmeaL 

I  have  the  honor  to  b^  sir,  yoar  moat  obedieu 
humble  aerrant, 

J.  P.  HORISK. 

R.  Q.  BusLBT,  Esq. 

From  J.  W.  Croker  to  J.  P.  ibrio'. 
Adhibaltt  Office,  AprU  10, 161&. 

Sib:  My  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Adni- 
ralty  think  it  right  to  aeqaaiot  Lord  Casilereagfa 
that,  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  instaoi^  a  very 
alarming  riot  broke  out  amonc  the  Amerteaa 
prisoners  of  war  confined  at  Dartmoor.  The 
rioters,  it  appears,  endeavored  to  overpower  the 
guard,  to  force  the  prison,  and  had  aeloaiiy  seized 
the  arms  of  -lome  of  the  aoldiera,  and  made  a 
breach  in  the  walla  of  the  dqiet|  wnea  the  guard 
found  itidf  oblu«d  to  have  reeoarse  to  their  fire- 
arms, and  five  of  the  rioters  were  killed  and  thirty- 
three  wounded ;  afier  which  the  tomalc  anbuifod, 
and  the  depot  was  plaeed  iu  a  state  oTiranqail- 
lity  and  security. 

Admiral  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth,  Commander-in- 
Chief  at  Plymouth,  having  received  informatioa 
of  this  unfortunate  eveDt,  lost  no  time  in  directing 
Rear>Admiral  Sir  Jouas  Rowley,  Bart,  and  K. 
B.,  and  Captain  Shornberg,  the  two  senior  offi- 
cers at  that  port,  to  proceed  to  Dartmoor,  and  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstanees.  Those  officers 
accordingly  repaired  to  the  depot,  where  tln^ 
found,  on  examination  of  the  officers  of  the  depoL 
and  ail  the  American  prisoners  who  were  eallea 
before  them,  that  the  eireanuuaces  of  the  wtt 
were  as  before  stated,  and  that  no  ezeiue  coald 
be  assigned  for  the  eondoet  of  the  priaoneia  bat 
their  impatienee  to  be  released;  and  the  Aner>- 
cans  i^oanimotisly  declared  that  their  eooaplaiitt 
of  delay  wa*  not  against  the  British  Governmmt, 
but  against  their  own,  which  ought  to  have  sent 
means  for  their  early  conveyance  home:  antl  ia 
replies  to  distinct  questions  to  that  effect,  tbey 
declared  tbey  had  no  gtonnd  of  comiMat  what- 
soever. 

Their  Lordships  think  it  right  to  add,  tha^  oa 
the  15ih  of  last  month,  they  directed  the  Traaa- 
port  Board  to  take  measares  for  carrying  the  arti- 
cle of  the  tr^ty  for  the  release  of  Amerieaa 
prisoners  into  effect ;  and  again,  on  the  30(h  olii- 
mo,  I  was  directed  to  write  to  know  what  steps 
had  been  taken  under  these  directions ;  and  tw 
Transport  Board  answered,  in  their  letter  of  ih» 
next  day,  that  they  had  commnnieated  with  llr. 
Beasley,  the  American  agent,  on  ibe  sntjcs^ 
who  had  acquainted  them  that  he  luid  alrwT 
provided  some  transports,  aad  was  emplofrf  in 
procuring  others,  for  the  conveyance  of  tbepw- 
oners  to  America. 

It  wUl  be  ibr  LordCaaileceath  to  judge  wbct:^ 
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it  mav  not  be  proper  to  make  a  commaDieatioa 
on  this  subject  to  the  Amerioao  CktremmeDt. 
I  am,  &c.  J.  W.  CHOKER. 

J.  P.  MoBiBR,  Esq. 


Fiwn      O,  Beatiej/  to  tke  Commuary  GtnercU  of 
Priaonen. 

LoKOOM,  April  15, 1815. 

Bis  :  I  eoeloM  a  eopy  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
bUUM  of  our  pHionera  on  the  lamentabte  trasiae- 
tMHi  of  the  6tb  imtant,  whith  I  communicated  to 
yoo  ott  the  13th,  with  m  statement  from  the  Ad- 
miiftlty  ofl&ee  on  that  subject. 

I  have  transmitted  a  copf  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  Lord  Castlerea^b,  aaslao  affidarits 
of  three  prisonera,  who  ir«re  m  the  prison  at  the 
time,  and  hare  since  arrired  In  town. 

As  MOD  as  I  can  obtain  a  list  of  the  names  of 
thm  tinfortuoate  snSerer^  it  shall  be  transmitted 

to  TOO. 

I  han  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

R.  Q.  BEASLBY. 
The  Hon.  Joan  HABONi  Ac. 


Awm  tie  Commiitu  y^poinUd  to  invatigaU  the 
dreunuianea  attenmag  the  maataere  at  Dart- 
moor. 

We,  the  undersupned,  beio^each  sererallr  sworn 
on  the  Holjr  EvaDgelists  of  Almighty  God,  for 
the  inTesiigatioa  of  the  circamstaoces  attend- 
ing the  late  mastacre,  and  bavlne  heard  the 
depositions  of  a  grest  number  of  witnesses, 
firom  our  own  personal  knowledge,  and  from 
the  depositions  given  in  as  aforesaid,  report  as 
follows: 

That,  on  the  6th  of  April,  abotu  six  o'clock  in 
the  ereoing,  whea  the  prisoners  were  all  qaiet  in 
their  respeetire  jrards,  (it  being  aboat  the  osual 
time  for  tarniog  in  for  the  oigbi,)  and  the  greater 
yait  of  the  prisoners  being  then  In- the  jirisons, 
the  alarm  bell  was  rang.  Manv  of  the  prisoners 
ran  op  to  the  market  sqiure  to  leam  the  oeoasion 
of  the  alarm.  There  were  then  drawn  up  in  the 
square  sererat  hundred  soldiers,  with  Captain 
Bhortland  (the  agent)  at  their  head ;  it  was  like- 
wise observed,  at  the  same  time,  that  additional 
numbers  of  soldiers  were  postingthemselves  round 
^e  walls  of  the  prison  r>>r^-  of  them  ob- 
served to  the  prisoners  that  they  bad  better  go 
into  their  prisons,  for  they  would  be  charged  upon 
directly.  This,  of  course,  occasioned  considera- 
ble alarm  among  them ;  in  this  moment  of  uncer- 
tainty they  were  running  in  different  directions, 
inquiring  of  each  other  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
alarm— 4ome  lowarda  their  respective  prisons, 
and  some  towards  the  market  square  j  when  about 
one  hundred  were  collected  iathe  market  square, 
Captain  Sbortland  ordered  the  aoUieis  to  enaigt 
upon  them,  which  orders  the  s^diers  were  reloe- 
tanttn  obeying,  as  the  prisoners  were  using  no 
lidMee  j  but,  on  the  orders  being  repeated,  thejr 
made  a  charge,  and  the  prisoners  retreated  oat  of 
Urn  sqiure  into  their  respective  prison  yards,  and 
ahat  iJm  gataa  after  ibeoi.  Oaptain  Shonlaod 


himself  opened  the  gates,  and  ordered  the  soldiers 
to  fire  in  among  the  prisoners,  who  were  all  re- 
treating in  di&rent  directions  towards  their  re- 
spective prisons.  It  appears  there  was  some  hesi- 
tation in  the  minds  of  the  officers,  whether  or  not 
it  was  proper  to  fire  upon  the  prisoners  in  that 
situation;  on  which  Snortland  seized  a  musket 
out  of  the  hands  of  a  soldier,  which  he  fired.  Im- 
mediately after,  the  firing  became  general,  an4 
many  of  the  prisoners  were  either  killed  or  wound- 
ed; the  remainder  were  . endeavoring  to  get  into 
the  prisons,  when,  going  towards  the  lower  door^ 
the  soldiers  on  tne  walls  commenced  firing  on 
them  from  that  qiurter,  which  killed  some,  and 
wounded  others;  after  much  difficulty,  (all  the 
doors  being  closed  in  the  interim  bat  one  in  each 
prison,)  the  surrtTors  succeeded  in  gaining  the 
prisons.  Immediately  after  which,  parties  of  sol- 
diers came  to  the  doors  of  Nob.  3  aod  4  prisons, 
and  fired  several  vollejra  into  them  through  the 
windows  and  doors,  which  killed  one  man  in  each 
prison,  and  wounded  severely  several  others. 

It  likewise  appears  that  the  preceding  butchery 
was  followed  up  with  a  disnuition  of  peenliai 
inreteney  and  barbarity.  One  man,  who  had 
been  severely  wounded  in  Na  7  yard,  and,  being 
unable  to  make  his  way  to  the  prison,  was  come 
up  with  by  the  soldiery  whom  he  implored  for 
meicy.  but  in  vain ;  five  of  the  hardenea  wretehea 
immediately  levelled  their  pieces  at  him,  and  shot 
him  dead  I  The  soldiers  who  were  posted  on  tho 
walls  manifested  equal  cruelty,  by  keeping  op  a 
constant  fire  on  every  prisoner  they  could  see  in 
the  yard  endeavoring  to  get  into  the  prisons,  when 
the  numbers  were  very  few,  and  when  not  the 
least  shadow  of  resistance  could  be  made  or  ex- 
pected. Some  of  them  had  got  into  No.  6  prison 
cook-house,  which  was  pointed  oat  by  the  sol- 
diers on  the  walls  to  those  who  were  marching 
in.'from  the  square ;  they  immediately  went  up 
and  fired  into  the  same,  which  wounded  sereraL 
One  of  the  prisoners  ran  out,  with  the  intention 
of  gaini^  nla  ^iaon,  but  was  killed  before  he 
reached  the  door. 

On  an  impartial  eonaideration  of  all  the  cironofr* 
stances  of  the  ease,  we  are  induced  to  believe  it  wis 
a  premeditated  scheme  in  the  mind  of  Captain 
Shorthmd,  few  reasons  which  we  will  now  proceed 
to  give.  As  an  elucidation  of  its  origin,  we  will 
recur  back  to  an  event  which  happened  some  days 
previous.  Captain  Shottland  was  at  the  time 
absent  at  Plymouth,  but,  before  going,  be  ordered 
the  coatraeior  or  his  clerk  to  serve  out  one  pound 
of  Indifferent  hard  bread,  instead  of  one  pound 
and  a  half  of  soft  bread,  their  usual  allowanea. 
This  the  prisoners  refused  to  receive.  The* 
waited  all  day,  in  eneetation  of  their  usual  al- 
lowance being  served  oat ;  but  at  sunset,  finding 
this  would  not  be  the  case,  ihey  burst  open  the 
lower  gateik  and  went  up  to  the  store,  demnnding 
to  have  their  bread.  The  officers  of  the  garrison, 
on  being  alarmed,  and  informed  of  the  reasons  of 
this  proceeding,  observed  that  it  was  no  more 
than  right  the  prisoners  should  have  their  nsnal 
allowance,  and  strongly  reprobated  the  conduct 
of  Captain  ShortUnd  in  witbhoUing  it  from 
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Amd.  They  were  aeeordiim^f  lerred  with  their 
bread,  and  qnietlf  retoraed  to  their  prisoiu.  This 
ctrevmstaQce,  with  the  ceasam  that  were  thro  wo 
on  his  conduct,  reached  the  ears  of  Shortland  on 
his  rettim  home,  and  he  must  then  hare  deter- 
anned  on  the  diabolical  plan  of  seizing  the  first 
•Ught  pretext  to  tarn  in  themUiurr  to  butcher 
the  pnsoBers,  for  the  gratification  of  his  tualice 
Md  rwenge.  It  uofortouteljr  ha^MBed,  that  in 
tha  afteniOMi  of  the  6th  of  April  some  bovs.  who 
tr«e  pUriDg  ball  ia  No.  7  yard,  knocked  tneir  ball 
over  »to  the  barrack  yard,  aim,  od  the  stntrj  in 
that  yard  refusiag  to  throw  it  back  again,  they 
pieked  a  hole  through  the  wall  to  get  ia  after  it. 
This  afforded  Shonlaad  his  wished<for  pretext, 
aod  he  took  his  measaret  aecordiaglr.  He  had 
all  the  garrison  drawa  up  in  the  miUttry  walk, 
additional  nambers  posted  oa  the  walls,  and  erery- 
diing  ready  prepared  before  the  alarm  bell  was 
rung.  This  he  naturally  ooocluded  would  draw 
the  attention  of  a  great  nnmber  of  prisouers  to- 
wards ibf  gate,  to  learn  the  cause  of  the  alaim, 
vhiie  the  turnkeys  were  despatched  into  the  yards 
teloekall  the  doors,  but  one  of  each  prison,  to 

Cnrent  the  prisoners  retreating  out  of  tite  way 
fore  he  had  anflUtlently  wreaked  his  reageaaee. 
What  adds  peeuliar  w^ht  to  the  belief  of  its 
bciiu;  ft  praoieditated  massacre,  are— 

^rstly.  The  sanguinary  diqiosiiion  omiifested 
«a  «TOTy  occasion  bv  Shortland ;  be  baf  fi^,  ]»ior 
10  this  time,  orderea  the  soldiers  to  fire  into  the 
pHeons,  through  the  windows,  upon  unarmed 
prisoners  asleep  in  their  hammocks,  on  aeeonat 
of  a  light  baring  been  seen  in  the  prisons ;  whidi 
barbarous  act  was  repeated  sereral  nights  succes- 
sbrety ;  that  murder  was  not  committed  was  ow- 
ing  to  an  overruling  ProTidence  atone,  for  the 
buls  were  picked  up  ia  the  prisons,  where  Ibey 
passed  through  the  hammocks  of  men  then  asleep 
lathemj  henarlngordered  the  soldiers  to  irenpon 
^e  prisoners  in  the  yard  of  No.  7  prison,  becaase 
they  would  not  deliver  up  to  him  a  man  who  had 
maat  hia  oaeape  from  ine  Cacfcot,  which  order 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  soUim  Fefased  to 
ofcer ;  and,  generally,  he  haring  snnd  on  every 
alight  pretext  to  injure  the  prisoaeie,  by  hi*  »t^ 
piag  the  marketing  for  ten  diya  repeatcOtr,  and 
•Me  a  third  part  of  their  ptorliifliu  for  the  same 
lenctk  of  time. 

Secondly.  He  having  been  heard  to  say,  when 
4w  boys  had  pidked  theaole  in  the  wall,  and  some 
time  before  the  alarm  belt  ruag,  and  while  all  the 
Brisoners  were  quiet  in  their  respective  yavds,  as 
Wl,  "  I'll  fix  the  damned  nucals  directly." 

Thirdly.  His  having  all  the  soldiers  on  thMv 
posts,  aiM  the  garrison  folly  prepared,  before  tlM 
alarm  bell  was  rung.  It  could  not,  of  course,  then 
be  douc  to  assemble  the  soldiers,  but  to  alarm  the 
prisoMVs  ami  «eate  coaftision  among  them. 

Fourthly.  The  eoldiers  oa  the  wall,  prevtous 
to  the  alarm  bell  beiag  rung,  iaformiag  the  pria- 
eners  that  they  would  oe  chafed  upon  divecfly. 

BWthly.  The  turnkeys  going  injto  the  yard  and 
eleeiog  adi  the  doors  but  one  ia  eaoh  prison,  whttst 
the  attention  of  the  i»isonen  was  attraetad  by  the 
amibeU.  This  was  4eae  about  iR«MBiautea 


IB 


sooaer  than  usual,  and  without  iaformug  iha 
prisoners  it  was  time  to  shot  up.  It  was  ever  ihe 
mvariable  practice  of  the  turnkeys,  ^frou  wiiieh 
they  never  deviated  before  that  night,)  when  ton- 
ing into  the  yards  to  shut  up,  to  halloo  to  the  pm- 
oners  so  loud  as  to  be  heard  all  over  the  yard^ 
"  turn  in,  turn  in while  on  that  night  it  was 
done  so  secretly,  that  not  one  man  in  a  hundred 
knew  they  were  ritnt:  aod,  in  particular,  their 
shutting  the  door  of  No.  7,  which  the  piiium 
usually  go  ia  aad  out  at,  (aad  wlueh  vaafon 
ly  always  the  last  oife  closed,)  and  tearing 
open  ia  the  othes  aid  of  the  pri>ML  wkkJi 
exposed  to  a  eross*fire  from  toe  eosdien  cm 
walls,  sad  which  the  prisoaers  haii  to  pu 
gaiiUBg  the  pripeo. 

It  anears  to  oe  that  the  foregoing  reasoaa8of> 
fieieotly  warrant  the  ooachuiona  we  baire  drawn 
tber^rom.  We  likewise  believe,  from  the  depo- 
sitions of  men  who  were  eye-wiiaesme  of  a  pert 
of  Shortland*s  conduct  on  the  evening  of  the  6th. 
April,  that  he  was  inUHUcaicd  with  fifuor  at  the 
time,  from  tus  bcaiali^  in  beating  a  pisoner  who 
was  then  supporting  ano^wr  severely  wenmbd; 
from  the  blackguard  and  abusive  language  he 
made  use  of}  aad  from  his  haTing  mqaenih' 
beau  seen  in  the  same  state.  Hi's  oeiitg  dmu 
was,  of  conne,  the  means  of  ioflamiiqr  bia  bitter 
enmitjf  against  the  prisoner^  and  no  douht  was 
the  princijpal  cause  of  the  inA'seriminate  batch- 
ery^nd  or  no  quarter  beii^  shown. 

We  here  aolrainly  aver,  there  wae  no  preeon- 
eerted  plan  to  attempt  breaking  out.  Them  can- 
not be  produced  the  least  Aadow  of  a  reaaon  or 
inducement  for  that  intention,  the  prisoners  dai^ 
expeeUng  to  be  released,  and  to  embark  on  board 
cartels  for  their  own  native  country ;  and  w«  ei^ 
emaly  assert,  iihewisc,  Uiat  there  was  no  inten- 
tion M  reaisling,  in  aa^  mannrr,  tlm  aBtfaerily 
of  the  government  of  this  depot. 

[Signed  by  the  CoMiinee.} 

N.  B.  Seven  were  killed,  thirty  tongeroiHly 
and  thirty  slu^htly  wounded,  nMwiog  a  total  of 
sixty-seven  kiOed  and  wouaded. 

DAaTHOOB  Ihtnoic,  AprUl,  1815. 

We  hereby  certify  this  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the 
original  report : 

William  B.  Bond, 
James  Boggs, 


Francis  Joseph, 
John  Rus^ 
Walter  Cotton, 


William  Hoban, 
James  Adams, 
John  T.  Troirtri^ge, 
Henry  Allen, 
Thomas  B.  Mote, 
CbwurffW. 


LoHnoM,  April  18,  ISlSw 
Sm:  I  had  the  boBot  to  tmasnut,  on  tin  Shk 
and  I5th  instant,  two  r^rta  oa  the  unfortnaatt 
traneaetioa  of  the  6tfa  iiucant  at  Darttnoct  piisaa 
—the  one  by  the  British  autboricies,  ai^  the  ether 
by  aeoBmutee  of-  onr  piteoners.  The  l^tv  I 
lost  no  tino  in  laying  befoio  this  Oovemma^ 
aad,  on  tha  zeeeipt  af  iLlaigtd  Chaileseash  ssngltt 
aa  iaterriew  with  Mr.  Ctay  and  Bfa.  OalMn,  at 
whioh  it  WMopofd  that  cMh'paiif  ahMid  «^ 
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point  a  commissioaer  to  iuTcstigate  the  circam- 
stances.  If  it  had  sailed  the  coareaieQce  of  Mr. 
Clay  or  Mr.  Gallatin  to  hare  nodertakw  it,  one 
of  the  British  Commissioaers  who  signed  the 
Treatjr  of  Ghent  would  hare  beeo  appointed  to 
act  with  him ;  bat  as  neither  of  these  gentlemen 
could  go,  and  as  presence  here  coald  not  be 
dispeased  with  at  present,  they  adrised  me  to  ap- 
ply to  If  r.  Cfcailts  Kfag,  of  Nmt  Totk.  wlio  has 
Kftdily  andertaken  to  altlwnrt  k  inaerftrei 
in  aome  degree  with  hia  priTate  a&ira. 

Mr.  King  left  towa  last  evening  for  Dartmoor, 
with  a  Mr.  Laipent,  who  is  to  act  with  htm. 

Thfi  malt  of  tbe  inTcstigation  shall  be  trans- 
raittod  to  yutas  soon  as  reeeired ;  »  the  mean- 
time, I  am  happy  to  hare  it  in  my  power  to  state 
that  every  disposition  has  been  manifested  to  do 
what  is  dae  to  the  occasion. 

1  transmit,  herewith,  a  lUt  of  the  unfortunate 
sufferers  in  this  a&ir. 

I  also  eaalaeefrcopy  of  aletter  mhich  I  have, 
juat  rewfcd  Dram  the  Transport  Board,  Klatire 
to  the  proposals  1  made,  oa  tae  laoeipt  oi  y«ur 
letter  of  the  6th  nttimo,  for  sending  honw  ovr 
prisoners. 

It  M^ra^  that  I  iboold  here  remark,  that,  at 
the  interview  whteh  took  idace  between  Lord 
Gastleraagh  and  Messrs,  Clay  and  Galhttin,  his 
Lordship  ^proposed  tfaii  arrangement,  and  fhat 
these  gentlemen  advised  me  to  agree  to  it. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

R.  G.  BBASLBY. 

The  Hoo.  loan  Mason,  Ac. 


lisf  of  pnwncrs  wwaded  on  the  evening  oft)ictUh 
April,  1818. 

Thomas  Sakb,  ampatated  tbij^. 

Philip  Ford,  pnctnred  wound  of  the  back,  ae4 
punctured  wound  of  the  belly. 

Jc^  Qauf-,  atniiulated  arm. 

Robert  WiUe<,<ta»Dey,)  ampaiMad  tbtgh. 

Janaa  BriL  bayonat  wound  of  the  thigh. 

TheiMs  FMHqr,  gsashot  wonnd  through  the 
thigh  «Dd  lestide;  the  ball  entered  the  hip,  and 
passed  oot  Ae  fbre  part  (he  ch^h,  and  Aroiigh 
the  testicle. 

William  Leverage^  lacerated  band  and  ampa- 
tated thumb. 

Joseph  iBezeek,  (alias  MasickJ  gunshot  woaod 
of  the  tMgh,  through  which  the  duI  passed. 

John  Willett,  (bTa<k,)  fractured  jaw,  lacerated 
hip,  complicated  with  a  shattered  state  of  the 
upper  jaw. 

James  Esdaile,  gunshot  wound  of  the  hip. 

Henry  Montcalm,  ganshot  woaari  «f  the  left 
knee. 

Frederick  (or  John)  Howard,  ffoashot  wanod 
of  the  leg,  through  «hich  the  balfpaaied. 

William  Penn,  (bbck,)  ganshot  aranod  of  the 
th»h. 

Robert  Fittez,  gunshot  wonnd  of  the  penis. 
CoiBalius  QKxison,  gnnihat  woand  of  the 
thigh.  The  halt  passed tUaaghJba  limb. 
Ames  Tuubal^aniMiaMAartt* 
SUlward  WhiMleUiih%  bufmm  piilii  of  tha, 


back,  producing  paralysis  of  the  sphinctum  ani 
et  uriui,  with  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremitiesr 

Stephen  Phipps,  bayonet  wonnds  of  the  abdo- 
men and  thigh. 

James  Wells,  gunshot  fractore  sacrum  and 
crista  ilise,  and  gunshot  fracture  of  both  bones  of 
the  left  arm. 

Caleb  Codding,  gunshot  wound  of  the  leg. 

Edward  Gardner,  ganshot  ftaetore  of  the  left 
arm. 

Jacob  Davis,  gtmshot  wound  of  the  thigh.  The 
ball  passed  through  the  thtgb. 

John  HiL^i^ts,  gunshot  wound  of  the  hip. 

Peter  Wilson,  gunshot  fracture  of  the  hud. 
The  ball  passed  through  the  palm  of  the  band. 

John  Perry,  ganshot  wound  of  the  Moulder. 

John  Peach,  gunshot  wound  of  the  thigb.  The 
ball  passed  through  the  thigh. 

JoDu  Roberts,  (black,)  gunshot  wound  of  dn 
thigh. 

John  Gne,  ampntated  thigh. 

Epbxaim  Lincoln,  gunshot  wound  of  the  knee. 
Discliarged  cured  23d  Apnl,  1815. 

John  Wilson,  bayonet  wound.  Discharged 
cived  lath  April,  1815. 

WiUiam  Kaln,  bafMiet  «oand>  Discharged 
cored  12th  ApriL  1815. 

*  Thomu  Jackson,  (Uaek  J  gunshot  wonnd  ni 
tfae  abdomen.  He  dited  early  m  the  moming  of 
the  7tb. 

*James  Campbell,  gunshot  fraetnre,  with  de- 
pression of  the  whole  of  the  irontal  bcme,  orbital 
ridge,  and  nasal  bones.  He  died  on  the  mecuing 
of  the  8tb.  GBORGB  MAGRATU. 

Dmeription  of  death  ummda  in/Ueted  on  the  eveiuMg 
if  JfirU  a,  1616. 

John  Ukytrood,  (blai^.)  The  hail  ente»ed  a 
little poaienor  to  the  aoroaueairf'  theleft  sbovldn, 
aod,  passing  oUiqoely  a||wanls,  made  its  wress 
about -the  middle  of  the  right  side  of  the  necK. 

Thomas  Jaebon.  The  ball  entered  the  left 
side  of  the  bdly,  searly  in  a  line  with  the  navd, 
and  made  its  efiess  a  utile  below  the  ihlse  ribs  in 
tfae  opposite  side ;  a  \9Tg0  portion  of  the  intes- 
tinal canal  protruded  through  the  wonnd  made 
by  the  itagrcm  of  the  baU.  Ha  kognlshed  until 
t  o*eloek on  the  momingof  the  7tfa,  when  he  died. 

John  Washington.  The  ball  entmd  at  the 
eqvamose  process  of  the  left  tempenl  bone,  and, 
iMssing  through  the  head,  made  its  exit  a  little 
«elow  the  erneial  ridgs  of  the  occipital  bona. 

James  Mann.  The  ball  entered  at  the  inferior 
angle  of  the  leA  Mapola,  and  lodged  under  the 
iDtaguaicnt  of  the  ri|^  peeioial  masde.  la  ito 
eoars^  it  passed  tbioogh  the  inferier  ma^n  of 
the  right  aad  left  Lobes  of  the  langs. 

Jose^  Toker  Johnson.  The  baH  entered  at 
«be  inferior  angle  of  ibe  left  soapula,  penetrated 
ihe  heart,  and,  passing  through  both  lobes  of  the 
lungs,  made  its  egress  at  the  ruht  axilla. 

WiUiam  Leveridgc.  The  ball  entered  about 
the  middle  of  the  left  arm,  through  which  it 
passed,  and,  penetrating  the  corresponding  sida, 

•ItaaMsaewMniidinthtltotofdsalte. 
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Maa$aen  ot  Dnimaor  Prittn. 

betwixt  the  secoad  uxi  third  ribs,  passing  tbroQgb  the  left  lobe  of  the  longa^  the  mediastimm,  «nd 
OTer  the  right  lobe,  lodged  betwixt  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs. 

James  Campbell  The  ball  entered  at  the  oaler  aagle  of  the  right  ef  e,  and  in  its  coarse  ft  frae- 
tared  and  depressed  the  greater  part  of  the  fronul  bone,  fraetnred  the  nasal  bones,  and  made  ils 
egress  above  the  orbital  ndge  of  the  left  ere.  He  langoiahed  UBtil  the  morning  <^  theBth,  whca 
he  died.  GBORQB  MAGRATH. 


A  refKrn  oT  Amencm  mi»oner$  ef  war  wfto  were  killed  and  wotmded  in  <m  attempt  to  fnvf  tke 
mmtajgviaTdimtMemdngi^H»mt^AprU,  1815. 


is 
II 


Qnalttj. 


Shy. 


Whether  mmn.  of  wu, 
menhant  tmmI,  or 
isi^rtaer. 


4,884 
970 
3,184 

1^7 
8,988 


6,630 

3.847 
5,769 
1,7S2 
6,003 
3,614 
1,966 
5,338 
3.148 
1,881 
a»663 
i;W6 

686 
94 

486 
1,034 
1,646 

486 
1,640 
1,819 
6fil6 
3,013 

880 
3,884 

888 
4,168 
4,498 
4,199 

i;n8 

6,138 
1,813 
8,080 
3,663 


xnus. 
Wm.  Leveridge, 
James  Msnn, 
Jshn  Haywood* 

Jos.  T.  J^UBOD, 

John  WathingtoB, 

wosnsn. 

•Thomss  Jackson, 

J James  Campbell, 
ohn  Goier, 
William  Penn, 
Cornel's  Garrison, 
H.  Montcalm, 
Bobert  Wille^ 
John  Peach, 
Ed.  Wbittlebanks, 
James  Tamball, 
James  WsUs, 
Philip  Foid, 
Jamea  Belt, 
Jokai  Grajr, 
Wm-  Lerimge, 
£dward  Gardner, 
Stephen  Phipps, 
John  Roberts, 
Thomas  Smith, 
Caleb  Codding, 
Jacob  Davis, 
James  Esdaile, 
Peter  Wilson, 
tWilliam  Blake, 
John  Hagabets^ 
Ephraim  Lincoln, 
Thomas  Findhy, 
John  Howard, 
Jossph  Mastcfc, 
Robert  Pittas, 
John  WilleU. 
Ji^  Penj, 
SJohn  Wilson, 


Seaman, 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 


Boy, 

Seaman, 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Boy. 
Seaman, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
3d  mate, 
Seaman, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


EnterprisSk  p«ks  to  BeMtega,  • 

Siroe,  .  .  .  -  . 
Gave  fatmsslf  npftem  H.  ILafaip 

SapioB. 
Psol  Jones,     .      .      ■  . 
Bolla,  


Gave  himsdf  up  tomH^VLtkfy 

Prontes. 
Volonlaiie. 

Bambler,  .      -      -      ■  - 
Despatch;  impressed  at  London, 
Invindble^  - 
Hornby,  prise  to  Gov.  Tos^kui% 
H.  M.  ^p  Andromache. 
Enterprise,      -    .  - 
H.M.  shin  William. 
Elbridgo  Oeny,      -  • 

Thom,  

H.  M.  ship  Sultan,  - 
Jool  Barlow,    -      .      -  . 
St.  Martin's  Plastsr, 
Magdslane,      .      .      -  . 

Jomsph,   

Zebra,     .  ... 
TwoBrothm;  unpressedatOwdt, 
Psnl  Jones,     -      -      .  . 
H.  M.  ship  Swiftsma. 
Charlotte,  prise  to  Mammoth,  - 
Geremor  Tompkins, 
Virginia  banter, 
H.  M.  diip  Repnlse. 
Good  Friends,  .... 

Argns,  

Enterprise      .      .      .  . 

Flash,  

H.  M.  ship  Forienx. 

Grand  Ta^    .      .      .  . 

H.  M.  ship  Bosarie. 

H.  M.  ship  Tigsr. 

H.  M.  ship  Fortune. 


FrtTsistr. 

Lsltsr  ef  luega*. 


Privateer. 
Merchant  vesesl. 


Merdiant  vessel. 
Merchant  vessel. 
Letter  of  maiqne. 
Privates. 

Privateer. 

I^Lvatser. 
Privsteer. 


Mmhsnt 
Maichant 
Msrdiant  VI 
Merchant  vessel. 
Letter  of  narqns. 
Letter  of  maifus. 
ftivateee. 

Privateer. 
Pctvatew. 
Bferchant  tsbbbI. 


Meidiant 
MerchaM 
Privatosb 


Privateer. 


*  DangMonsIy ;  died  April  7, 1816. 
tDttgntoosly;  died  April  8»  1815. 


TH.  GEO.  8H0RTLAND,  AgmL 
GEO.  MAGRATH,  SurgtomT^ 

1  Discharged  onmd  April  IS,  1816. 

tDlwhiigiid  cued  April  IS,  1816. 
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Mattaen  ol  Dartmoor  Priamt, 


From  Mexmdit  MeLuy  to     G.  Bea$Uy, 

TumpoKT  OrncK,  April  19, 1819. 

Sib:  I  am  directed  br  the  uommissioners  for 
the  tr«D9port  Mrvioe,  «e.,  to  aequaiot  von  that 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Adniiraftr  have, 
bf  their  order  of  yeiterday'v  date,  been  pleased  to 
•igBifjr  the  eootent  of  his  Majesty's  Goverameot 
that  the  expense  of  eoDreying  the  American  pris- 
oners of  war  from  this  coootry  to  America  should 
be  shared  by  the  two  Qoreromeots,  leariog  the 
interpretation  of  the  article  in  the  late  Treaty  of 
Peace  upon  this  subject  for  future  ezplanattoa  ; 
and  that  the  board  are  accordingly  about  to  take 
neasores  for  providing  Tessels  for  the  cooTcy- 
ancc  of  the  remainder  of  ttie  prisoners,  ander- 
standing  that  the  vessels  already  eogaged  by  yoa 
are  calcolated  to  convey  abont  three  thousaad 
mto.  1  SflD*  air,  Ae« 

ALBXANDBR  MoXiBAY. 

R.  O.  BauLir,  Btq. 

from  JL  G.  BtmUg  lo  iho  OommSaourjf  Omeral  of 
Pritomtro. 

London,  April.30, 1815. 

Sia:  Iq  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant  I  in- 
formed Tou  of  the  measures  wbicb  had  been 
adopted  nere  in  conseqaeoce  of  the  late  unfortu- 
nate event  at  Dartmoor  prison. 

1  have  BOW  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of 
a  lettet  addroaed  to  me  by  Mr.  Clay  ana  Mr. 
GaUaUD,  relative  to  that  ocearrenec^  and  to  the 
tiansporutioD  of  the  American  priaoners  in  this 
eountry  to  the  United  Stales. 

In  tne  absence  of  Mr.  Adams^  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  eommnnicate,  for  the  information  of  our 
Ooveroroent,  the  result  of  the  investigation  at 
Dartmoor.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  joint  report 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose ; 
also  a  letter  from  filr.  King  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
of  a  list  of  the  killed  and  irounded  on  that  melan- 
choly occasion. 

I  shall  leave  to  Mr.  Adams  any  further  tUfo 
which  he  may  deem  it  proper  lo  take  in  this  busi- 
ness. I  ca&qot,  however,  forbear  to  notice  here  the 
erroneous  impression  of  the  prisoners,  that  their 
detention  so  long  has  been  owing  to  me.  Yon  are 
awar^  air,  of  my  eoBstaat  eiertions  during  the 
war  to  effeet  their  liberatioB.  Immediately  on 
the  aigDiBg  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  at  Ghent,  I 
received  my  instructions  on  that  subject,  pro- 
pouog,  as  a  condition,  thai  all  the  prisoners  who 
might  be  delivered  over  to  me  by  the  British 
Goveniment  shoald  be  considered  as  prisoners  of 
war,  and  not  at  liberty  to  serve  ontil  regularly 
exchanged,  in  the  event  of  the  treaty  not  being 
ratified  by  the  President.  This  proposition  was 
declined,  and  in  a  perempiorv  manner.  On  the 
receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  tne  ratification  from 
America,  I  lost  cot  a  moment  in  requesting  the 
release  of  the  prisoners,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  treaty;  and  the  number  of  vessels  which  I 
had  hired,  as  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  13th 
V  insunt,  and  which  are  now  on  their  voyage  to 
the  United  Sutes,  will  show  that  the  necessary 
steps  woe  taken  to  provide  fi»  their  immediate 


transportation  lo  their  country.  The  prisoncra 
also,  were  informed  of  these  measures,  and  of  the 
exertions  which  had  been  made  from  the  com- 
mencement to  return  them  to  their  homes  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  Therefore,  whatever 
may  have  been  their  uneasiness  under  confine- 
meat,  and  whatever  hostile  feeling  they  may 
have  bad  towards  me,  as  noticed  in  the  report 
and  in  Mr.  King's  letter,  I  may  say,  with  confi- 
dence, that  [  could  not  prevent  the  one,  nor  have 
I  deserved  the  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc« 

R.  a  BBASLBT. 

Hob.  Jobm  Mason,  dbe. 

Extraeti  of  a  letter  Jrom  R.  G.  Beoii^t  ^geni 
far  AmSrUan  Fnmmmrt  of  War  in  Jsitglmd,  to  tio 
Cmtm^mrjf  Otittr^    rriaoturtt  AiUd 

Ootobbb  10, 181S. 

"  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in 
that  of  the  5ih  August,  [the  Commissary  Oene- 
ml*8  letter,]  I  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  my 
correspondence  with  the  Transport  Board  on  the 
subject  of  the  general  release  of  American  pria- 
oners in  this  coonuy  on  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  at  Qhent,  and  on  the  receipt  of  the  Presi- 
dent's ratfficstion;  also,  copies  and  extracts  of 
letters  informing  the  prisoners  of  the  measores 
taken  for  their  release,  preceding  the  occurrence 
at  Dartmoor  of  the  6th  April. 

"  It  was  always  my  practice  before  requesting, 
by  written  eommnnicatioo,  the  release  of  prison- 
ers, to  urge  the  measore  in  person ;  and  this  re- 
peatedly, until  either  it  was  graoted,  or  there  ap- 

{leared  not  aoy  hope  of  soccess}  and  then  my 
etter  fd^lowed,  for  the  porposeof  reducing  the 
negotiation  to  a  more  official  form.  This  prac- 
tice I  pursued  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty 
at  Ghent,  when  my  request  was  refused;  and 
again  on  the  reoeipt  of  the  ratification  of  the  Pre- 
sident, when  the  release  wu  agreed  upon.  Upon 
these  occasions  I,  of  course,  availeo  myeelf  of 
every  circumBianee  which  I  conceived  ealeulated 
to  accomplish  the  olqeet  I  had  in  view;  and  I 
frequently  foand  the  board  concurring  with  m< 
upon  poinu  which,  when  submitled  to  the 
miralty,  were  rejeeied."  ^'Oae  of  my  letteia, 
informing  the  prisoBere  of  the  meatnrce  taken  for 
their  relcue,  was  addrceeed  to  thoie  on  parole  at 
Aflhborton,  wbieh  ia  about  aixteen  miles  distant 
from  Dartmoor,  and  with  whom  the  prisoners  at 
this  place  were  in  constant  correspondence.  I 
have  to  observe,  further,  that  when  inquiry  as  to 
the  probable  time  of  release  was  made  at  my  of- 
fice by  friends  of  prisoners,  wbieh  at  that  time 
was  very  frequeotty  the  ease,  they  were  always 
reouested,  when  writing  to  them,  to  desire  the 
information  to  be  made  as  public  in  the  prison  ni 
possible." 

PtomR.Q,Be$akgtoAkxeniormLeag. 

Hablkt  Stbsit,  Jon.  1%  1815. 
Su :  A  treaty  ofjwaee  having  been  coneloded 
nt  Ghent  between  C&eat  Britain  and  the  Doited 
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Mnmtit  at  Dartimor  Pritm, 


StfttM,  I  tm  iodaoed,  by  a  desire  to  ahortan  Ui« 
sttlleruii^  of  the  Amerieaa  prisooers  ia  tfaisooan* 
U]r,  to  address  the  board  TeUtire  to  them.  I  do 
tab  with  the  more  confideaee  of  its  being  favor- 
aUf  reeeired,  as  I  am  pennaded  that  this  wish 
ta  BVwUlr  cntertaised  by  the  British  OoTernmant. 

I  haTe,'  tberefwe,  to  request  that  a  certain  num- 
ber of  prisooen  may  be  released,  as  soon  as  I 
may  be  able  to  procure  proper  eonTeyaneea  for 
dum  tft  Iba  United  Siau^  uoder  the  couditiini 
that  they  shall  be  subject  to  ezehaofe  sboold  the 
treitr  not  be  ratiAid  by  the  Prcsideiit  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted I«n,*e. 

R.  O.  BOASLBY. 
A.  McLbat,  Esq^  7Vafii|wrf  Q^ice. 

TBAnirroar  OrrtcB,  Jan.  SI,  181S. 
But :  i&Tiug  veceired,  sod  laid  before  the  Com- 
WflstMers  for  the  tnmsport  service,  &o.,  your 
leuer  of  the  18th  instaai,  propOGisg,  under  the 
eiwnmstanees  thsrein  stated,  that  a  certain  nnm- 
bar  of  American  prisoners  of  war  may  be  pomit- 
ted  to  return  to  the  United  Btales.  I  hare  it  in 
flonoMnd  loaeqaaiBtyoa  that  the  same  has  been 
reftf  red  to  the  «oBCtdenlloD  of  the  Lonfa  Co»- 
afasioaers  of  the  Aibairalty,  and  that  their  Lord- 
sh%»  hare,  in  reply,  been  pleMcd  to  signify  that 
they  do  not  think  proper  to  aeeede  to  yeur  propo- 
sition. I  am,  Ac. 

A.  M0I4BA  Y,  Setmary. 

From  R,  O.  Beatkjf  to  jUescander  McLeay. 

Haruit  Stbbbt,  Marck  15, 1815. 
S»:  The  TWtyofOheotbaTiBg  been  ratified 
by  the  Qorernmenu  of  the  United  States  and 
thia  country,  and  peace  being  thus  happily  re- 
Aorcd  between  the  two  nations,  I  beg  to  inqaire 
whether  there  is  any  objection  to  delirer  orcr  10 
mm  the  prisooers  detained  in  this  eonntry,  as  soon 
aa  I  ou  ptOTide  for  tbeir  conTeyaoee  ? 

I  MB,  4e.  R.  O.  BBA8LBY. 

A.  BdoLnAT}  Bsq^  TrantpoH  Office. 

From  Abxandit  MeLeaj/  toB,G.  Beetl^f. 
Tbambpobt  OmoB,  March  15. 1815. 
SiB :  I  hare  reeeired,  nd  laid  before  the  Oom- 
MMsioaers  of  the  tmnsiMit  swrice,  Ac,  your  let- 
Mr  of  the  16th  iosunt,  requesting  to  be  infor»ed, 
under  the  cirenmstanoes  therein  staled,  whether 
there  he  any  objection  to  dettTct  over  to  you  the 
Americans  now  detained  as  prisoBera  of  war  ip 
this  eoaatiy,  upon  your  proTidiog  veeeels  for  their 
eoBTeyanoe  to  the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that 
the  board  are  ready  to  embark  all  the  prisoners 
in  question,  upon  your  providing  vessels  at  Ply- 
mouth for  tbeir  conveyance}  it  being  understood 
that  all  the  debts  contracted  by  tbem  in  this  coun* 
try  must  previously  be  paid. 
I  am,  sc., 

A.  McLEA Y,  Seertlarp. 
-R.  G.  BusLBY,  Esq. 


Extrtut       kittr  fiwn  A  O.  BemUeg,  MmiuiU 
the  CommSttot  of  Aamiem  Frimmen  of  Urn  at 

I>artmoor, 

homoMf  JManA  SS,  1815. 
"  Three  cartels  are  now  preparing  here^  wiA 
all  expedition,  for  the  conveyattce  01  the  prison* 
era  to  the  United  States." 

JI.  G,  Baa^  to  JmeiieaK  Priomtn  of  Wm  at 
AoiKor  roB  An.  Pntaomu  nr  Wan. 

Gsimmx :  1  han  to  tnftrm  yon,  tbnt  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  having  been  ntified  bv  tbo  Pie- 
sident,  the  relnse  of  the  prtsoBwa  or  wir  will 
commeneewiihoat  delay. 

Although  I  have  not  as  yet  received  any  in- 
sltneiioBB  from  our  GOTernnwnt,  I  have  engaged, 
and  am  fitting  out,  four  vessels  for  timr  coorey- 
ance,  to  proceed  to  Plymenth  to  receive  theoi, 
and  shall  use  every  daipnich  in  saading  theaa  f« 
the  United  Sutes. 

I  am,  dte.  R.  O.  BEASLBY. 

Ewtrad  of  uktUr  Jro»  R.  G.  BtmUyio  Cmi%l% 
T.  G.  Sitortland,  Agent  far  Pritomn  of  Wm  ai 

Dartmoor. 

Lowwv,  Jinn*  S5, 1S1& 
"  1  have  engaged  fmr  vessris  for  eatt^  which 
are  fitting  out  with  all  despatch.  They  wUl  mU, 
I  hope,  IB  five  or  six  ikjt  for  Plymouh,  to  n- 
ceive  prisoners.  Their  tooHgc,  tomlhor,  iaaboat 
1,600  toH.» 

jVem  JL  G.  Beaaley  to  Dr.  MagnOiu 
LonnoN,  Martk  31, 
SiB :  I  have  received  your  letter  a(  the  39th 
tBsiant,  acquaintiog  me  with  your  opinion  of  tli* 
complaiou  of  Mr.  Proctor  and  Mr.  Robinaem, 
new  in  Dartmoor  hospitaL  fh  return,  I  \i«g  to 
iaform  yon  that  these  two  prisoner*  shaU  \m  mm 
home  in  the  first  cartel,  which  will,  I  «pae^  afl 
fVom  this  place  toHooirow  for  PlyBaooth. 

!  am,  «ut.  R.  a  BEASLBY. 

Gbobm  Mamatb,  Esq.,  Anyaott,  fe. 

From  S.  G.  Btatlgf  to  tU  CemmsttM  qf  Ammm 
Frioonen  of  War, 

A«iicr  FOB  Am.  PaiaoHBEa  or  Wab, 
London,  Marcktltm^ 

Gemtl^hbit:  It  appearing  by  several  letters 
which  I  have  received  from  Dartmoor,  that  tlw 
prisoners  have  taken  up  an  idea  that  any  who 
may  have  the  means  of  proceeding  to  the  Unifed 
States  would,  on  application,  receive  a  A-ee  dis> 
charge,  I  request  that  you  will  make  it  koovn 
tbrongboQC  the  prison  that  such  is  not  the  Ihet 

There  mast  be  other  and  better  reasons  to  ^ 
duee  me  to  consent  to  their  release  in  thisaun- 
ner,at  thia  time.  Thesitoation  of  Burop^eader 
the  prospect  of  anothier  war,  multiplies  tie  tusk 
of  impressment.  I  hare  taken  meaaores  to  have 
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diem  all  released  and  seat  bame  br  etrtel*  with 
u  little  delftf  as  possible,  where  tbey  are  much 
wanted,  aad  where  wage*  are  rcrr  bigfa. 

I  am,  ftc  a  O.  BBA8LBY. 


STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

{Commwucmted  to  the  S«nt«,  Deoembor  8, 1816.] 
Trbabobt  Depabthent,  Dec.  6, 1815. 

In  obedience  to  the  acts  entitled,  retpecti rely, 
**Aa  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Departmeot," 
mod  "Ao  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  an 
>ct  to  esttiblish  the  Treasury  Department,"  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bu  the  honor  to  lay 
before  Coogreu  the  foUowiog  report:, 

I.  A  eorsory  review  of  the  fioaacial  operations 
of  the  QoTernmeoti  in  referenee  to  the  recent 
state  of  war. 

IL  A  View  of  the  fouieea  for  1811^  with  esti- 
mates of  the  pablie  reyeoiie  and  eipenditarca 

IIL  Pfopositioos  for  the  imprpTemeat  and  man- 
agmnmc  «f  the  reTenac,  and  for  the  rapport  of 
pablie  credit. 

L  A  curtorp  repiew  ^  the  Jbuaieiai  opertstion$ 
^  tibe  Gomnamt  in  r^atnK  to  the  reemt  tiate 

la  order  to  introdaee  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  with  advantage,  the  measures  which 
will  be  respecifulljr  suggested,  for  replacing  the 
finances  of  the  United  Sutes  upon  the  basis  of  a 
Peace  Elslablishment,  a  review  of  the  financial 
operations  of  the  Government,  io  reference  to  the 
recent  state  of  war,  appears  to  be  a  neeessary  pre- 
liminary. 

The  restrictive  system,  which  commenced  io 
the  year  1807,  greatly  diminished  the  product  of 
the  pablie  revenue;  but  it  was  not  until  the  crisis 
involved  an  actual  declaration  of  war,  that  the 
augmentation  io  the  espeoses  of  the  Government 
became  obvions  and  importaat.  With  the  occa- 
sional aid  of  temporary  loans  the  ordinary  re- 
ceipts of  the  Treasury  had  cieeeded  the  ordinary 
expenditure^  even  daring  the  period  of  a  sas- 
pended  eommcrce;  and  a  report  from  this  De- 

Srineni,  presenting  the  estimates  for  the  year 
13,  seenu  to  have  given  the  first  intimation 
that  the  porltoa  of  eitraordinary  expeaseS|  to  be 
ineorred  for  the  military  and  naval  service,  on 
aceoant  of  the  then  existing  state  of  the  country, 
would  raise  the  demands  upon  the  Treasurv  to  a 
considerable  amount  beyond  the  cstimatea  pro- 
duct of  the  current  revenue.  The  ordinary  dis- 
bursements for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of 
September.  1811,  were  stated  as  amouDting.to  the 
sum  of  91^,052,657  73 ;  and  the  ordinary  receipts, 
for  the  same  year,  were  stated  as  amouoiiog  to 
the  sum  of  $13,541,446  37,  iadepeodent  uf  a  tem- 
porary loan  raised  in  1810,  and  repaid  ia  1811,  as 
well  as  of  the  balances  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
commencement  and  the  close  of  the  year.  But 
the  estimates  for  the  year  181S  reqaiced,  on 
14th  Con.  Ist  Sbss.— 61 


aceoant  of  the  ennent  cxpeaaes,  the  sun  ef 

$9,400,000. 

For  the  Civil  and  Diplomatie 

depsitmenU  -  -$1,380^000 

Pv  the  Military  Department, 
flDcIuding  the  miliUa,  the  In- 
dian department,  the  charge 
of  arsenals,  army,  and  ord- 
nauec^  dec)  -  •  -  8,41li^000 
For  the  Naval  Department  -  8,600,000 
Aaifx  theintcrestontbepab- 
Uedebt     -      .      -      -  a,t»6,000 

And  the  snhiistiBg  revanne 
to  meek  theae  expenses  was 
estimated  at  98,!»0.000,  pro* 
ceeding — 

From  the  costoma  -      •      -  7,600,000 
From  the  sale  of  public  lands  •  OOIMKM 
And  from  miaeeUaneoos  pay- 
ments      ....  100,000 


Leavhig  a  deficit,  fiir  which  it  was  proposed 
to  provide  by  a  loaii,  amonnting  to  the 
sum  of 


MOOpOOO 


$1,900,000 


Snch  were  the  limited  objects  of  expense,  and 
such  the  limited  means  of  supply,  at  the  eom- 
menoemeot  of  the  year  in  which  war  was  de- 
clared. An  increase  of  the  expense,  and  a  dimi- 
naiioa  of  the  supply,  must  have  been  antieipated 
as  the  inevitable  conaeqaenees  of  that  event ;  bat 
the  Government  reposed  with  eonfidcnce,  for  alt 
the  reqnisite  support,  upon  the  untried  rcsoarecs 
of  the  nation,  in  credit,  in  capiul,  and  in  indaslrj. 
The  confidence  was  justly  reposed ;  yM  it  may, 
perhaps,  be  considered  as  a  subject  for  resret,aaa 
It  certainly  furnishes  a  lesson  of  practical  policy, 
Ibat  there  existed  no  system  by  which  the  inter- 
nal resources  of  the  country  could  be  brought  -at 
once  into  action,  when  the  resoureea  of  its  exter- 
nal commerce  became  incompetent  toaiuwertlM 
exigencies  of  the  times. 

The  existence  of  such  a  svstem  would,  proba- 
bly, have  invigorated  the  earfv  movements  of  the 
war;  might  have  preserved  the  pablie  credit  an- 
impaiied}  and  would  have  rendered  the  pceo- 
niaij  eontribntions  of  the  people  more  eqoal  as 
weir  aa  more  effieetive.  But,  owing  to  the  want 
of  saeh  a  aystem,  a  aaddea  and  almost  an  ttclu- 
sive  resort  to  the  public  credit  was  neeessarily 
adopted  as  the  chief  instrument  of  finanee.  The 
nature  of  the  instrament  employed  was  soon  de- 
veloped; anditwasfouod  that  public  credit  could 
only  be  durably  maintained  npoia  the  broad  found- 
atioos  of  public  revenue. 

Oo  the  opening  of  the  session  of  Congress  in  No- 
vember, 1811,  the  legislative  atleoiion  was  devoted 
to  the  orgaoizaiion  of  the  Military  and  Naval 
Department  upon  the  enlarged  scale  of  the  War 
Establishment;  so  that  the  appropriations  for 
this  purpose  far  exceed,  in  a  short  time,  the  esti- 
mate;i  and  the  resources  of  the  Treasury,  as  they 
have  been  already  described.  Ways  and  means 
were,  therefore,  provided  to  meet  the  extraordi- 
nary demands  thus  created ;  but  they  vefe  derir- 
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•J  MKlnuTelr  from  tbc  opentioat  of  foreign 
commerce  and  public  credit. 

1.  The  Mediterraoean  fend  was  at  Brst  contiD- 
ved  DDiil  ihe  4th  of  March,  1813,  and  aftemrds 
«Dtil  March,  1815,  when  it  became  eztinet,  af* 
fordiog  an  addttioDal  dutf  of  two  and  a  half  per 
eent.  ad  valorem  on  all  imported  goodi  Mjrmg 
dotias  ad  vahrmnj  and  a  diseriminati'og  duty  of 
ten  per  cenL  upon  that  additional  dutr,  in  respect 
toall  goods  imported  in  ressek  iwt  of  the  United 
States. 

S.  There  were  imposed  en  additional  duty  of 
one  bnodred  percent,  upon  the  |>erffianeni  datiea 
on  gooda  imported  into  the  United  States,  from 
any  foreign  place,  a  diseriminaling  doty  of  ten 
per  cent,  upon  that  additional  duty,  in  respect  to 
all  goods  imported  in  reesels  not  of  the  United 
States ;  and  an  additional  duty  of  one  dollar  ud 
fifty  eents  per  too  (the  previous  duty  being  at 
the  rate  of  fifky  eenu  per  ton)  upon  all  r^els 
belonging  wholly  or  in  part  to  the  aubjeota  of 
fotetgn  Powara.  But  the  eootinoanee  of  the  act 
being  limited  to  the  expiration  of  one  year  after 
tlw  OMolnalon  oS  tbe  peace,  those  additional  dn- 
Uaa  will  ecaae  od  the  17ih  of  February,  1816. 

3.  Aa  authority  was  giren  to  raise,  by  loan,  a 
sttm  not  exceeding  $11,000,000^  antl  to  create 
auek  for  the  amount,  bearing  intmst,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and 
reimbursable  at  any  time  after  toe  expiration  of 
twelre  years,  from  the  Istof  Jaouary.  1813.  The 
payment  of  the  Interest,  and  tbe  redemption  or 
tbe  purebase  of  this  stock,  are  charged  upon  the 
StnuDg  Fund. 

A.  And  an  authority  was  giren  to  issue  Trea- 
sury notes  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  ^S.OOOjOOO, 
bearing  ioterest  at  the  rate  of  fire  and  a  half  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  reimbursable  at  such  places, 
respeetirely,  ns  should  be  expressed  on  the  face 
of  the  notes,  one  year  after  the  day  on  which  the 
aame  shall  hare  been  issued.  Tbe  notes  were 
declared  to  be  reeeirablein  payment  of  all  duties 
Aod  tasea  laid  by  the  United  Slates,  and  all  pub- 
lic ImnIs  ioM  Of  their  antbority  i  and  the  pay- 
meat  of  interest,  and  tbe  redemption  or  the  pur- 
chase of  these  notes  were  charged,  like  the  fanded 
debt,  upon  tbe  Sinking  Fund. 

Toe  effect  of  the  additional  ways  and  means 
prortded  by  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  during 
the  late  war,  may  readily  be  traced.  From  tbc 
report,  dated  the  1st  of  December,  1813,  it  ap- 
pears that  tbe  actual  receipts  into  tbe  Treasury, 
during  tbe  year  ending  on  the  30tb  of  September, 
,1812,  including  a  portion  of  the  loan,  and  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  amounted  to  tbe  sum  of 
$16,783,159  40;  (almost  double  the  amount  of 
tbe  prerious  estimate ;)  and  that  the  actual  dis- 
bursement for  the  same  year  amounted  to  the 
aum  of  $18,368,335  7,  (which  was,  also,  almost 
double  the  amount  of  the  prerious  estimate,)  in- 
dependent of  the  balances  in'  the  Treasury  «i  the 
eommenoement  and  the  close  of  tbe  year.  But 
the  esiimates  for  tbe  year  1813  required,  on  ac- 
eoont  of  the  acenmulating  ezpeDditurec^  a  sum 
offSl^QK^OOa 


Por  ttw  CMt  mi  DIplomatio 
DepwlDMnts    -  -91,000,000 

For  the  WHtarj  BepartBflnt  17,000.000 

For  th«  Naval  DeptrtoMit  -  4,996,000 

And  ibr  the  interMt  and  rum- 
bnneotent  of  the  princ^ 
of  the  public  dd)t     -      -  MOO^OOO 

$11,11  fil,OCO 

And  the  subaistiug  rsvenne 
to  meet  these  ezpendUores 
waa  estiaiile4  •*  the  saas  «f 
$lS,OMvOOO.  pioceeding— 
From  thv  castoms      -      -  ll^BOOJDOO 
From  the  salw   of  pobUc 

land%  Ac.      -      -      -  B00;00» 


LetviBg  a  defld^  fx  whidi  it  was  pro- 
posed to  previde,  tot  by  Ae  euMud* 
log  balances  of  the  aatfaooaed  kaa  mad 
iMe  of  Treaaoiy  nelas,  and  saeoBd  by 
a  new  aothori^  to  borrow,  and  toissos 
Tieaaaiy  neleete  the  awinl  of  -^M^MM 

During  tbe  sessiou  of  Congress,  whieli  eom- 
menced  m  November,  ISUi,  aiid  cieecd  on  lh«  dd 
of  March,  1813,  the  appropriatioM  for  the  Aimy, 
the  Nary,  and  other  branebes  of  the.  pnUio  eet- 
viee,  were  eooaidemblir  atymefltcd;  boi;  wi'ihoat 
advening  to  the  inpoaition  of  a  aaMU  daijr  Ufom 
imported  iron-wire,  no  new  source  of  reveam 
was  then  opened,  but  additional  aid  was  extended 
to  the  Treasury  by  anthorizing  a  repetitioa  of  tho 
appeal  to  public  credit. 

1.  An  authority  was  giren  to  raise,  by  loan,  a 
sura  Dotexceedrng916,000j000,aDd  to  create  stock 
for  the  amount,  bearing  interest  not  exceeding 
the  rate,  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  reim- 
bursable at  anytime  after  tbe  expiration  of  twelre 
years,  from  tbe  1st  of  January,  1814.  Tbe  pmjr- 
ment  of  tbe  interest,  and  tbe  redemptioo  or  par- 
chase  of  ihie  stock,  are  charged  open  ibeSinitng' 
Fund. 

3.  And  an  authority  war  giren  to  issue  Ttei»- 
ury  notes  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000yWO, 
absolutely,  with  a  provisional  authority  to  uaoe 
an  additional  sum  of  $5,000,000,  to  be  deemed  and 
held  to  be  a  part  of  the  loan  of  $16,000,000,  au- 
thorized as  aoove  stated  to  be  raised.  Toe  notes 
were  to  bear  interest  at  tbe  rate  of  five  and  two- 
fifihs  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  reimbursaUe  at 
such  places,  respectively,  its  should  be  expreaaed 
on  tbe  face  of  them,  one  year  after  the  (tar  on 
which  they  should  be  issued  j  to  be  receirabie  in 
payment  of  all  duties  and  taxes  laid  by  tbe  United 
Slates,  and  all  public  lands  sold  by  their  aatborUy; 
aod  the  payment  of  tbe  interest,  and  tbe  redemp- 
tion or  purchase  of  these  notes  were  charged^  like 
tbe  funded  debt,  upon  tbe  Sinking  Fund. 

The  necessities  of  the  Treasury  becoming,  how^ 
«rer,  more  urgent,  and  the  reliance  on  tbe  poblie 
credit  becommg  more  hazardous,  Congress  de- 
termined, at  a  special  session,  which  commenerd 
in  May,  1813,  to  lay  the  foandatlon  of  a  system 
of  Internal  revenue;  selecting,  in  particular,  iftcse 
subjects  of  taxation  which  were  recommended  by 
the  experience  oi  a  Anner  period,  and  conl«dnf 
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their  general  prodact  at  the  sum  of  ^5,f)00f)(i0. 
The  continuance  of  these  taxes  being  limited,  at 
first,  to  one  year  after  the  termination  of  the  war, 
they  acquired  the  denomination  of  the  **war 
taies;"  but,  by  subsequent  laws,  almost  all  the 
existinjf  revenues  are  pledged,  with  the  faith  of 
the  United  States,  to  proride  for  the  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  QoTernmeat,  for  the  jpunctual 
payment  of  the  pnUic  debt,  pirincipal  and  interest, 
accordiag  to  the  contracts;  and  for  creating  an 
adcqaate  sinking  fan4,  gradBdly  to  redaee,  nod 
cTentoally  to  euiagiuwi  tfit  pobtie  dehtj  until 
ttiaai  piknw^  ahul  be  aecomplished,  or  until 
Oengresa  ahaH  proride  and  sabstitute,  by  law,  for 
tbe  same  purpMs,  oiber  dsiies,  which  shall  be 
equally  productive.  In  tbe  session  ofMay,  1813— 
I.  A  direct  Itx  or9S,000,D00  was  laid  upon  the 
United  States  and  apportioned  to  the  States  re- 
spectively for  the  year  181^  and  it  was  after^ 
wards  subjected  to  the  general  pledge  aboVe 
staled. 

8.  A  doty  of  four  cents  per  pound  was  laid 
upon  all  sugvr  refined  within  the  United  States. 
The  continuance  of  tbe  duty  was  limited  to  one 
year  aHer  the  war;  and,  as  tbe  general  pledge 
has  not  been  applied  to  it,  the  doty  will  cease  on 
tbe  17ib  of  Febroar^,  1816. 

3.  A  daiy  was  laid  npon  all  carriages,  for  the 
evtireyanee  of  persons,  kept  by  any  person  for 
hit  own  use,  or  to  be  let  out  for  hire,  or  for  tbe 
eonreyanee  of  passengers;  which  was  graduated 
aeeordiog  to  the  denomination  of  the  carriage 
from  the  yearljr  snm  of  920,  to  the  yearly  sum  of 
$S.  The  continuance  of  this  duty  was  originally 
limited  to  the  war;  but  the  general  pledge  has 
been  applied  to  it,  with  some  modifications  io  the 
mode  oflaying  and  collecting  the  duty. 

4.  A  duty  was  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers 
of  spiritttons  liquors,  which  was  ffradnated  ac- 
cording to  the  capacity  of  the  stiu,  the  time  of 
emirioying  it,  and  the  materials  consoroed.  The 
continuance  of  this  doty  was  ongioally  limited 
to  the  war;  but  tbe  general  pledge  has  been  ap- 
plied to  it,  with  considerable  modifications  in  the 
prioctples  and  provisioos  of  the  law. 

5.  Adniy  was  laid  on  sales,  at  auction,  of  mer- 
ohandise,  and  of  ships  and  Teasels,  at  tbe  rate  of 
Dueper  emt.  of  the  purchase  money  of  goods,  and 
of  twenty-fire  cents  for  erery  hundred  dollars  of 
tbe  purchase  money  of  ships  and  resseb.  The 
continuance  of  this  duty  was  ortgioally  limited 
to  the  war;  but  the  general  pledge  has  been  ap- 
plied to  it,  with  ft  considerable  addition  to  the 
amount,  and  «  modification  of  the  prorisions  of 
tbe  law. 

0.  A  datj  was  laid  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spintnons  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, graduated  according  to  the  place  of  retailing, 
and  tbe  nature  of  tbe  article  retailed.  The  con- 
tinoance  of  this  duty  was  originally  limited  to 
the  war ;  but  the  general  pledge  has  been  applied 
to  it. 

7.  A  duty  was  laid  on  notes  of  banks,  and  bank* 
crs;  on  bonds,  obligations,  or  promissory  notes, 
discounted  by  banks  or  bankers;  and  on  foreign 
or  talftiid  UUa  of  exchange,  sbore  t5(^  and  fatTioff 


one  or  more  endorsers;  graduated  aeeordiogjo 
tbe  nominal  amount  of  the  instrument.  Tttt 
continuance  of  this  duty  was  limited  to  one  year 
after  the  war ;  and  as  the  general  pledge  has  not 
been  applied  to  it,  tbe  duty  will  cease  on  the  17di 
of  February,  1816. 

But  besides  the  direct  tax  and  the  intemht 
duties,  there  were  added  td  the  resources  of  the 
Treasury,  during  the  session  of  May,  1813— 

8.  A  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel  upeia  all 
salt  imported  from  any  foreign  place  into  the 
United  Slates^  which,  being  limited  to  the  wtx. 
and  not  beiag  loolndeu  in  the  general  {Mge,  ww 
cease  on  the  17lh  of  February,  1816. 

9.  And  aft  authority  to  raise,  by  loan,  a  sen 
not  exeeediag  t7,500,000,  and  to  ereate  stockTor 
tbe  amount,  reimbursable  at  any  tiaae  anerlbe 
expiration  of  twelve  years  froa  the  let  of  Jbd- 
oary,  1814.  The  rate  of  interest  was  not  limited 
by  the  law  ;  bat  it  was  provided,  that  no  certifi- 
cate of  stock  should  be  aold  at  a  rate  less  than 
eighty-eight  per  cent.,  or  ^88,  in  money,  for  8100 
io  stock.  The  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the 
redemption  or  the  purchase  of  this  atook,  an 
cbar>^  upon  the  Sinking  Fund. 

The  sources  of  the  revenue  thus  opened  is 
]81S,eoQtjI  not,  however,  be  expected  to  aid  the 
Treasury  until  1814;  and,  accorainffly,iD  (he  an- 
nual report  from  this  department,  dated  the  8th 
Janoary,  1B14,  neither  tbe  direct  tax,  nor  the  in- 
ternal dniics,  wilt  be  fonnd  as  an  item  of  the  ae- 
tnal  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year 
ending  the  30ih  of  September,  1813.  The  amount 
of  those  receipts  was  stated  in  tbe  proceeds  of  the 
customs  of  the  sales  of  public  famda,  Ac,  at  $13,- 
568,042  43,  and  in  the  proceeds  of  loans  and 
Treasury  notes  at  tS^976,012  50,  making  to- 
gether 939,907,607  62;  and  tbe  aotnal  disburse- 
ments of  the  same  period  were  stated  at  $3a.M8,r 
855  19.  independent  of  the  balances  in  the  Treas- 
ury at  the  commencement  and  the  close  of  the 
year.  But  the  estimates  for  the  year  1814  re-' 

Juired  a  sum  of  945,350,000. 
or  civil,  diplonatie,  and  nUsoelUneoQi 

expenses    «  $1,700^MO 

For  the  payment' of  fntoreat  on  ttie  old 
and  new  debt,  and  the  instalmrats  of 
Ikaprineinloftheolddebt  •11,100,000 
For  ifae  MaiSnr  Filrtfahiainl      •      -  t4^0«« 
FerlfaaNmlbtaUMaMi  -     -     ■  ^9OO}0OO 


4MIMM 

And  the  snbsiMor  mvsbm  to  meatthSM 
expenditures  was  ettioiatsd  M  Ihe-sn  df ' 
•t^87(M>00,  pmeeadinv— 
From  the  ewtotna  and  sales  of  mHIs 

lands  -90,600^ 
From  the  intamal  datios  and 

diKcttax  -    .    -    .  s»aoo,oo» 

From  a  balance  ef  loans  and 
TreasuiT  Boiea  -  -  4,3TI^000 


Leavinf  a  deficit,  for  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  provide,  bj  a  part  of  ths 
balance  in  the  Tkeasniy,  and,  Sd,  bj 
leaM  mi  Tnumf  mm,  awannHng  la  90jmjt0» 
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APPENDIX 


State  of  ffce  fences. 


For  the  deBeit  thai  approtchiflfr  the  cam  of 
$iO,000,000,  the  oolf  pro?ision  made  duriu  the 
MuiOD,  wbkb  commenced  in  December,  181^ 
rented  agato  apon  the  public  credit. 

1.  Aq  authoriijr  was  giveo  to  issee  Treasurjr 
sotcf  for  ■  >um  not  ezceediaff  $5,000,000,  absolute- 
It;  with  a  prorliiional  autiiority  to  iuue  an  ad- 
ditional sum  of  $5,000,000,  to  be  deemed  and  held 
to  be  a  |>art  of  any  loan  which  might  be  aulhor- 
iiad  dnriog  the  session.  The  notes  were  to  bear 
intereat  at  the  rate  of  fire  and  two- fifths  per  cent, 
pee  toaam;  to  be  reimboriable  at  saeb  naeea  rc- 
apietiveljr,  as  should  be  exiwcised  on  the  face  of 
them,  one  year  after  Uie  day  on  wbieb  they  should 
be  issued}  lo  be  receivable  in  payment  of  all 
duties  and  Uxes  laid  by  the  United  States,  and 
all  public  lands  sold  by  their  authority;  and  ihe 
payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  rederopiioD,  or 
Mirchase  of  these  notei^  were  charged,  like  the 
fufided  debt,  upon  the  Sinking  Fund. 

2.  And  aa  aoibority  was  gireo  to  raise,  by 
loan,  a  sum  not  exceeding  $25,000,000,  and  to 
create  stock  for  the  amount,  reimbursable  at  any 
time  after  the  expiration  of  twelve  years  from  the 
last  day  ,of  December,  1614.  Neither  the  rate  of 
the  interest,  nor  the  price  of  the  stock,  was  limit- 
ed; and  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  re* 
demption  or  the  purchase  of  the  stock,  are  charged 
upon  the  Sinking  Fund. 

The  embarrassments  of  the  Treasury,  after  the 
a4joorDmenl  of  Congress  in  the  year  1814,  became 
extreme.  It  appears  that  the  dtibarsementt, dur- 
ing the  first  half  of  that  year,  had  amounted  lo 
the  sum  of  $19,693,781  27. 
Ftaihe  dvil,  dipbunatic^ 
awl  miaccllineons  ex* 
penses    -  -  $l,444.7«t  60 

For  the  Military  De- 
partment -  •  11,310;S88  00 
For  the  Naval  Depart- 
ment     -      •      -  4,012,199  90 
For  the  pnblie  debt    -  8,086^77 

 $19,698,781  S7 

And  the  balance  of  the  appropriations 
fiw  Uie  wme  objects  of  ezpenditora 
required,  dorinf  the  other  half  of  the 
■sma  year,  wu  stated  at  the  enm  of  -  37,676.391  19 

47,470,178  46 

Sot  the  actual  nceipts  into  the  Treas- 
ury, dnriog  the  first  hilf  of  the  year 

1614, bad smoaDtedto$19,S19.946  8^ 
proceeding — 

From  the  enstons      .  4,189^066  M 

From  the  sale  of  pob- 
Ue  lands,  (indnoing 
thoH  in  the  Miaris- 
sippi  Territory,  the 
proceeds  of  whieh  are 
{wyeble  to  the  State 
of  Georgia,)     -      •    i>40,eC6  68 

From  the  iotemsl  du- 
ties and  direct  tax    -    3,189,372  40 

Fnm  postage  and  inci- 

deatal  receipts  •      -     166.744  00 

From  loans        -      -  9,679,676  00 

From  Treasniy  notes  -   8.436,100  00 

 ^          19,819,946  88 


And  it  wu  ecttmated 
that  there  would  be 
leeeiTed  from  the 
same  eonrces  of  le* e- 
nue,  (indndiuf  kiaiiB 
and  Treasmy  notes 
to  the  amoont  of  $8^ 
330,000,)  during  the 
other  hau  of  the  eame 
year.the  enm  at     •  18,160,000  00 

To  this  amount  add  the  balance  of  the 
cadi  in  the  Treasury  on  the  lat  of 
July,  1814  4,7SlyBStSI 


And  the  estimated  eggr^^  of  Iha 

funds  to  meet  the  demands  on  the 

Treesary  to  the  dose  of  the  year 

1814,  was  the  sum  of     -  -  37^10^  S» 

Leaving  a  defidt  for  the  serriee  of  IBI4, 

after  absorbing  all  the  cash  of  the 

Trnsnry,  amounting  tothesum  of  $1<^I67»M6  flJ 


To  supply  this  deficit  of  $10,167.^  91,  to  pro- 
vide an  additional  sum  for  the  eoBiUogeneies' of 
the  year,  and  to  accelerate  the  fiscal  meaaores, 
which  were  essential  to  the  prosecotion  of  the 
war  in  1815,  the  interposition  of  the  L^islatnre 
was  deemed  indispensable.  The  plan  ofooance, 
whieh  was  predicated  upon  the  tbtory  of  dcfny- 
ing  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  war  by 
sQceeesire  loans,  had  already  become  inoper«UTe. 
The  [H-oduct  of  the  revenues  bad  ceased  to  fu^ 
niah  an  amoont  equal  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
former  Peace  Establishment,  with  as  addition  of 
the  interest  upon  the  debt  contraeted  on  aeeotinl 
of  the  war.  And  the  sudden  suspension  of  specie 
payments  at  the  principal  banks  established  in 
the  different  States,  (however  it  may  be  excused, 
or  justified,  by  the  apparent  necessity  of  the  case,} 
had  exposed  the  Government,  as  weii  aa  priraca 
citizens,  to  all  the  inconveniences  of  a  Tariable 
currency,  devoid,  alike,  of  national  aulhotitv  and 
of  national  circulation.  The  Treasury  could  no 
longer  transfer  its  funds  from  jdace  to  place ;  and 
it  became,  of  eourae,  impraettcable  to  mniataia 
the  neeuatomcd  punctuality  in  the  paymwt  .«f 
the  pnblte  eogagementa. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Co^resa  was 
convened  by  the  special  call  of  tbe  PreaidcBt,  in 
September,  1814,  when  the  citixena  of  emr  oe- 
cupation  and  pursuit  seemed  eager  to  aeeond  the 
legislative  eflbrts  to  replenish  an  exhausted  Treas- 
ury, and  tb  renovate  the  public  credit.  Com- 
merce continued  to  contribute,  perhaps,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  its  capacity.  Agriculture)  though  suffw- 
ing  the  want  of  a  vent  lor  some  of  its  important 
staples,  was  every  where  prepared  for  the  requi- 
site exertion.  Domestic  manufactures,  which 
had  scarcely  surmounted  the  first  struggle  hr 
existeace,  yielded  to  the  patriotic  impulse;  aod 
the  capital  of  individuals,  in  all  its  variety  ef 
form,  offered  a  ready  tribute  to  relieve  the  necee- 
sities  of  the  country.  Thus,  during  theaosmn 
whieh  eommenced  in  September,  1814,  nBdebsed 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1816— 

1.  The  following  internal  duties  were  iBsteuad 
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in  their  amouot;  the  duties  were  rcodered  per- 
maneDt,  and  the  geueral  pledge  was  applied  to 
them : 

(1.)  The  direct  tax  was  raised  to  an  annual 
sum  or  $6,000,000,  and  it  was  extended  to  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

(8.)  Tbe  dntj  on-  carriages  was  raised,  and  a 
duty  00  the  harness  was  added. 

(3.)  Tbe  dnty  on  licences  to  distillers  of  spi 
rituous  liquors  was  continued,  and  a  duty  on  th< 
spirits  distilled  was  added. 

(4.)  The  duties  on  sales  at  aaction,  and  on 
licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and 
foreign  merchandise,  were  raised. 

(5.)  The  rales  of  postage  were  raised  fifty  per 
cent. 

3.  The  following  new  duties  wetepermaQenlly 
laid,  and  the  general  i^edge  was  applied  to  ihem. 
But  it  was,  at  the  same  lime,  declared,  that  so 
long  aa  the  duties  imposed  on  the  articles  of  do* 
mestic  manufacture  should  coniioae  to  be  laid, 
the  duties  then  payable  on  tbe  like  description 
of  goods  imported  into  tbe  United  Sutes,  should 
not  be  discontinued  or  diminished. 

(I.)  Duties  on  Tarious  articles,  manufactured 
or  made  for  sale  within  tbe  United  States  or 
their  Territories,  as  specified  in  tbe  annexed  u- 
ble;  marked  B. 

is.)  Duties  on  articles  in  use,  to  wit : 
>a  boiuehold  furniture,  the  ralue  in  any  one 
ikmtly  (with  certain  exceptions)  exeeediog^OO 
in  money,  according  to  a  scale  graduated  from  91 
on  ft  value  of  8400,  to  $100  on  a  raloe  of  99,000, 
Oq  every  gold  watch  kept  for  use,  $2. 
On  erery  silrer  watch  kept  for  use,  fl. 
But,  besides  establishing  these  sources  of  rcrc 
Due,  (and  others  were  contemplated  at  the  period 
when  the  Treaty  of  Qhent  was  announced,) 
Congress  sought  to  confer  ppou  the  Treasury  tbe 
means  of  anticipating  the  collection  of  the  duties, 
of  teeoTering  tne  punctuality  of  its  payments, 
ftud  of  inviting  the  co-openiioo  of  the  moneyed 
institutions  and  moneyed  men  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  plans  for  reatoriag  a  uniform  and  na- 
tional currency.  With  these  views  various  mea- 
•nrea  were  sanctioned. 

X.  An  authority  was  given  to  raise,  by  loan,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  93,000,000,  (particularly  des- 
tined to  provide  for  the  expenditures  of  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  1814,)  and  to  create  stock  for 
tbe  amount,  reimbursable  at  any  time  after  the 
31st  of  December,  18U.  No  limitaiion  was  pre* 
aeribed  as  to  the  rale  of  intecwt,  or  the  price  of 
the  stock,  but  it  was  deelared  that,  in  payment  of 
subseripiioos  to  this  loan  or  to  loans  authorized 
by  any  other  act  of  Congress,  it  should  be  lawful 
to  receive  Treasury  notes  boeoming  due  on  or 
before  tfaalsiof  Jaauary,181ff,at  their  par  value, 
together  with  the  interest  aeeroed. 

The  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  redemp* 
Uoi^  or  the  purchase  of  the  stock  to  be  thus  cre- 
ated, were  charged  upon  the  Sinking  Fund,  but 
the  act  coBtaioeu  these  further  assurances.  1st. 
That,  in  addition  to  the  annual  sum  of  $8i000,- 
000,  heretofore  appropriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
•daqnata  and  pwnuuent  funds  ahooid  be  provi* 


ded  and  appropriated  during  that  session  ofCon- 
gress,  for  tbe  payment  of  the  interest  and  the  re- 
imbursement 01  the  principal  of  the  stock;  and, 
3d,  that  an  adequate  and  permanent  sinking  fund 
gradually  to  rednce,  and  eventually  to  exUn- 
gnieh  the  public  debt  contracted  during  the  war, 
should  also  be  established  during  the  same  sessioii 
of  Congress. 

S.  An  authority  was  given  to  anticipate  the 
eolleclion  and  receipt  of  the  duties  oo  licenses  to 
distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  on  distilled 
spirits,  by  obtaining  n  loin  upon  the  pledge  of 
the  duties  to  an  amount  notexeeeding  $6,000,00^ 
and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per 
cent,  per  annum.  And  a  similar  authority  was 
given  10  raise  a  like  sum,  at  the  same  rate,  by  the 
pledge  of  the  direct  tax. 

3.  An  authority  was  given  to  issue  Treasury 
notes  for  so  much  of  the  sums  authorized  to  be 
borrowed  under  the  acts  of  the  24th  of  hfarcb, 
and  the  16th  of  November,  1814,  as'had  not  been 
borrowed,  or  otherwise  employed  in  tbe  issue  of 
Treasury  notes;  provided,  that  the  vbple  amount 
shoold  not  exceed  the  sum  of  97,600,000.  And, 
by  the  same  act,  an  aothoritywaa  also  given  to 
issue  a  further  sum  of  93,00(^00(^  to  sup^y  a  do- 
fieieney  in  the  appropriauons  for  the  expensea  of 
tbe  War  Department.  The  Treasury  nota% 
issued  under  these  authorities,  were  in  all  n- 
speets  similar  to  the  prior  issues  of  Treasury 
notes,  exe^ept  that  the  payment  of  the  toterest, 
and  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal,  were  not, 
as  heretofore,  charged  upon  ihe  Sinking  Fond,  bat 
upon  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

4.  An  authority  was  given  to  issue  and  re-issue 
Treasury  notes  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  936,000,- 
000,  upon  principles  essentiallv  difisrent  from 
the  prior  issues. 

(1.)  These  Treasury  notes  might  be  of  asy 
denomination.  If  they  were  of  a  dcuominatioa. 
less  than  9100,  they  were  to  be  payable  to  die 
bearer,  to  be  irusferable  by  delivery,  and  to  bmr 
no  interest.  Tbie  denomination  us  acquired 
tbe  designation  of  **  Small  Treasury  Notes.'*  If 
they  were  of  the  deaominaiien  of  9^00  or  op* 
wArds,  they  might  conform  to  the  foregoing  de- 
scription, or  they  were  to  be  payable  to  order, 
to  be  transferable  by  endorsement,  and  to  bear 
interest  at  tbe  rate  of  5  3-5  per  cent,  per  annum. 
This  denomination  (of  which  only  notes  for 
9100,  bearing  interest,  have  been  issued)  has  ac- 
quired tbe  designation  of  "  Treasury  notes  of  tbe 
new  emission.'" 

(3.)  The  principal  and  interest  of  these  Treas- 
ury uotes  are  not  payable  at  any  particular  time, 
but  tb»  notes  are  ererywhen  recetvaUe  in  all 
paymeou  to  the  Unijed  States. 

(3.)  The  holders  of  ''small  Treasury  notei^ 
may  exchange  thei^  at  pleasure,  in  sums  not  leas 
than  9100,  for  eertiacates  of  ftmded  stock,  beam- 
ing interest  at  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  from 
the  first  day  of  the  calendar  month  next  eosuiog 
that  in  which  the  notes  sbsll  be  presented  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  Uuiied  Biaies,  or  to  a  eommit- 
alooer  of  loans,  for  tbe  purpose  of  exchange. 
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(4.)  The  bddcrs  of  "  Treunrr  notei  of  tbe 
OBW  eminioo"  nuf  sxebaage  them,  at  nteasare, 
{■  sonu  BOt  lesa  than  $l(n,  for  eertifieaies  cf 
fiuded  flock,  beariDf  iotemt  at  six  par  eeat.  per 
UHm,  tnm.  the  Ibat  day  of  the  ealeodar  moatb 
•est  enanior  that  in  which  ther  thall  b«  pra- 
aentcd  10  the  Tremrary  of  the  United  States,  or  a 
eommissiooer  of  loans. 

(6.)  The  stock,  tbtis  created  bf  tbe  exchange 
•fXreasurf  BMtaof  either  deooouBation,  is  re- 
imbsraable  at  may  time  after  the  31st  of  Deoem- 
her.  and  it  it  cbergtd  opon  sach  fnnds  as 
haa  been,  or  ihonld  be,  esiabliahed  hj  law  lor  tbe 
MnieDt  BBd  rambonement  <rf  tbe  funded  pnUic 
flebt  contracted  ainee  tbe  declaration  of  war. 

Si.  An  auhoritjr  was  ux^va  to  raise,  by  loan,  a 
sam  not  ezceediog  918,452,800,  and  to  create 
alook  far  tbe  amounL  reimbaraaUe  at  any  lime 
after  the  expiration  of  twelve  yean  from  toe  last 
day  of  December,  1815^  Neither  the  rate  of  in- 
tareat  aor  tb>  price  of  the  stock  was  limited  j  hot 
it  was  declared  that  there  might  be  reoeited  in 
yafaant  ofaubacripiionB  to  the  loan,  sach  Tree- 
awf  notes  as  were  aetonUy  iaaoed  before  the 
poaiog  of  the  act^  and  whioh  were  Mde  by  Uw 
ft  charge  on  the  8iBk(ng.F«od.  And  the  payment 
•f  tbe  interest,  and  die  reimbareeneDt  on  the 
panhase  of  tbe  prineipalof  tbe  stock  are  charged 
■poh  the  Sinking  Fnnd. 

A.  It  was  deelartd  tfaat  any  bolder  of  any 
Pessary  note  iss«ed,  or  autberized  to  be  tMUed, 
QDder  any  iaws  preriouslr  passed,  mwht  convert 
them  into  ccrtifleates  of  ninded  oeb^  wariag  an 
interest  of  six  per  oent.  per  aannm. 

7.  And  it  was  declared  that  it  shonld  be  kir- 
f«i  fot  tho.Saoretary  of  tbe  Treamiry  to  cause  to 
be  paU  tin  islefeaK  npon  Treasury  notes  which 
.ten  beeome  doe  and  femain  nofatd,  as  welt 
with  respect  teethe  time  elapsed  before  tbcy  be- 
aame  dne^  as  with  leapeet  to  tbe  time  that  shall 
eiapse after  they  beeome  doe;  and,  tmiil  funds 
Aall  be  aaajgoed  for  the  payment  of  (be  said 
xicasnry  notes,  and  notice  tbeteof  shall  be  given. 

The  pragresaof  espenditure  and  ofreveouefor 
lbe«kUre  period  the  war  is  thus  developed, 
aad,  iodepeadent  of  the  balance  of  tbe  apptfwci- 
•tioos  for  the  year  1814,  which  is  tranifenred  to 
MinaeoouQtsfor  the  year  1816,  the  subjeot  may 
be  reduced  to  the  foUawiog  geoeml  alwtract : 

b  18ia,  they  amounted  to  the  sum  of  93S.689,08S  7fl 
From  revenue   -   -    91^801,138  76 
Item  loans  -  -  -    10,OOJ,400  00 
Ftom  Treaimiy  notes,    2,830,500  00 


falSl^tboy  amoaBtfdtothesnmof  40^34,8U  OS 
From  revenue  -  -  JfU^SlOfTOS  SB 
Fsoffl  loans  ...    30,069^36  00 
Fran  tuuaxj  notes,  ^,004,500  00 

M  1814»  thay  apuranted  to  the  mm  of  934.678.433  S5 
.Fwmwvenue  -  -  911,600,606  86^^^^ 
^om  loans  •  -  .    lfi,080^6  00 
Fran  Treasury  notes,  a^S97;sB0  00 


The  aftretale  anwnt  of  the  reoeipla 
into  tbe  Trsasory,  for  the  tluef 
yean  of  war,  being  die  ann  of       908,04S;Mi  M 


The  aetual  Mmtmrntt  ^tte  nmamg, 

Inl8IS,tbeyame«Btedtotbeaamof9SMnblSl  U 

For  the  dvO,  dqiloma- 

tie,  and  miscellane- 
ous ezpeoMs  of  GoT- 
eroment  91*791,880  31 

For  tbe  military  ser- 
vice, (iadudtnig  the 
Indian  Depaitment,)  13/»T8,778  M 

For  the  navid  aer^,  8,8Bflb886  16 

For  the  pobfie  debt,      4,448,6n  48 

lQl8l8,duyBm«iBledtotbtt«Bmer  9^18^818  M 

For  (he  dvil,  diplomar 
tic,  and  miaoallane- 
oDs  •xpcnass  of  0«v- 
•mment  91,8^,808  80 

For  the  military  ser- 
vice, ^doding  tbe 
Indian  Department, 
dbc.)     -       .        19,808,486  08 

For  die  naval  service,    ^446,600  10 

For  tbe  pid>lic  debt.    11,108,188  44 

In  1814,  they  aawnntadiolhsamaer  mMltJM  9S 

For  the  dTil,  dipleaa- 
tie,  and  miscellane- 
ona  expeneas  of  Gov- 
emment  9S,3S7,897  13 

For  the  military  ser- 
vice, (indoduig  the 
lodhio  Departmtsnt, 
dec)   -  30^10,838  00 

For  the  naval  asrviee,  7,Stt,88e  80 

For  the  piAUo  debt,    8,886^880  «• 


9100^17,887  13 


Bnt,  aa  the  reeeipta  of  tbe  Trcaanry  for 
year  1615  are  deriTcd  priseipally  from  tbe  war 
revenae  and  resoarees,  aod  as  ita  expeadUarea 
arise,  also,  priseipally  from  tbe  arrearagee  of  the 
war  demands,  it  la  proper  to  compriae  them,  aa 
far  as  they  are  asoertained,  in  the  foUowiog  aap- 
IdemcBial  alatemtat: 
1.  The  gross  reedpta  itf  the  nvasaiy 

for  1818,  1618,  and  1614,emoaBt- 

ed,  as  above  sUted,  to  the  aum  of  988^MMB8  M 
The  reoefpU  of  the  Treasoiy  fn  ISl^ 

to  the  80th  of  September  last,  eaa- 

not  be  predady  stated,  as  the  acK 

Gonata  to  thai  time  are  net  yet  ae- 

tnaliymadenpi  bat  tbey  aievrti- 

mated  to  have  aawontad  ta  the 

sum  of       -      .      .      -      .  WffrMHO  08 
From  levanne  -       9lS>400,000  00 
From  loans    -         11,084^000  80 
From  Tiaaaaiy  Botes,  1A,OS8|000  tfO 

989,878,000  00 
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The  vgnKate  id  the  iwopto  of  the 
TnMtuy  fton  Am  Istof  J«nmu7t 
M19,  to  Ihs  SOIh  of  Sflptombor, 
1816,bMDsth«iiiaiof  1 


9187^14,808  86 


S.  Tb»  mm  dbbnneroonti  of  the 
Titaniy  fbr  1813, 1813,  ud  1814, 
•mono ted,  u  abore  •tated,  to  the 


■am  of 


«I80k«I7iB8T  13 


The  dbbanemente  of  the  Tntgury 
for  18»,totbe  80th  ofSqttembtr 
lut,  imoQDted  to  the  ram  W       -    8I,88MSS  IB 
For  the  civil,  diplomt^ 
ticud  miaeellui^ 
meireMee        .  99,887,000  08 
For  the  miliUir  ecf^ 

»ioe,  *e.      -      -  16,188^144  71 
For  the  nanl  eerriee, 

dee.  -  -  -  7,068^  88 
For  the  pvblie  debt    -  8,908,178  88 

983,688,893  18 


tiM  aggnsate  of  the  dMroTtemeiite 
oflbeTMaBqrfroDthe  litof  J«bp 
nuT,  1819,  to  the  80th  of  Beptem- 
b«v  1816,  being  the  ram       -    9188.70^,880  81 


'  Ic  will  be  oatortl  here  to  iaqoire  into  the  ceo- 
«ml  effeetB  of  the  wn  upon  the  piridie  debt  of  the 
United  Slates;  and  the  anocxed  taUc,  uarked 
C,  exhibits  a  detailed  statemnt  of  thefloauitfied 
amount,  on  the  1st  d87  of  Juaaiy,  aniMallir, 
from  tbo  year  1791  to  the  year  1816,  both  ineta- 
aive.  The  subject,  however,  may  be  placed  dis- 
tinctly in  thewHowing  point  of  Tiew,  apon  e«li- 
matea  referting  to  the  date  of  th«  of  Bepim- 
ber,  1816: 

Of  the  Puttie  Debt. 

2.  The  amoant  of  the  faoded  debt  oootraeted 
before  the  late  war,  which  remained  unsatisfied 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1816>  nay  be  elated 
at  the  sum  of  939,135,484  96,  lo  wit: 
n.)  In  old  aiz  percent. 

itocfc,  the  nominal 

amoant  being   -  917.350,87180 
And  the  amount  reim- 

bnned  being  18,48I,»ri88 
III  1 

Balance  due  on  the  80th  of  Sep-  „ 
tember,  1818  -      -      -      -  3,78^884  88 
(9.)  In  deferred  ifai  per 

dent  itoclt.  Ifae  iioau-   

MluMWtfbeinc    -8,388,890  86 
Aai  the  anaiiBt  raim- 
hnaed  being    -      -  4.168,848  88 

Balance  doe  on  the 
80th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1816      -      -      -  . 
(3.)  In  thrae  per  cent  stock     -  • 
<4.)  In  exchanged  six  per  cent  alack. 

nadartheaetof  1819  - 
(8w)  In  aix  per  eent.  atoekef  1786  • 
In  iriHiH—  rix  par  cenk  rtow 


8:1 


&,906k776  49 
16.168AT7  48 

9,984,748  78 
80,000  00 
10,8S3,fiOO  00 


Balanee  an  the  80th  of  September, 
1816,  of  the  whole  of  Uie  piU>- 
tie  debt  contracted  before  the 


war 


■  939,186,484  88 


3.  The  amount  of  the  funded  debt  contracted 
on  aecoant  of  ibe  late  war,  on  the  30lb  of  Sep- 
tember, 1815,  may  be  stated  at  the  sum  of  96^- 
144,972  50,  to  wit : 
(1.)  la  six  percent,  stock  of  1813,  (the 
911,000,000  loan,)  aathorized  by  the 
act  of  the  4th  of  March,  1813.  ob- 
tained at  par,  and  not  reimboraabte 
before  the  year  1836      -      -      -  7.860^00 
(8.)  Innzpercant.atOGkof  1818,(the 
916,000,000  loanO  aothoriied  bjthe 
act  of  the  8lh  of  Febmary,  1819^  ob- 
tained at  the  rate  of  988  in  caah  for 
9100  in  stock,  and  not  rdmbmea- 
ble  before  the  year  1836  -      -      -  18,109,8n  48 
(3.)  In  six  per  cent  stock  of  1813,  (the 
97.600.000  loan,)  authorized  by  the  . 
act  of  the  3d  of  Angnst.  1818,  ob- 
tained at  the  rate  of  988  96  in  aw 
ney  for  9100  in  Btock,  and  not  liiin- 
bnrsable  before  the  year  1896  -      -  8,488(681  M 
(4.)  la  six  per  eenU  stock  of  1814» 
(which  arose  from  loans  in  parts  of 
a  sum  of  936,000,000,  caltad  the 
910,000,000  loan  and  the  96,000.000 
loan.)  anthoiiBed  by  the  aot  of  the 
S4th  of  March,  1814,  tditained  at 
difiennt  ratee,  and  not  raimbnraaap 
ble  before  18S7.towit: 
913,398,888  90.  at  80  per  eaatAMk  16,866,111  91 
140,810  00,  at  86per  cent.  do.  -     166.668  8S 
43,333  83,  at  90f  per  oent.  do.  -      47,067  78 
74.690  76,  at  901  per  «ut.  do.  -      83;4S0  79 


13.661.611  87. 
(6.)  In  six  per  cent,  stock  of  18111^ 
(the  913.000.000  loan,)  antberiied 
by  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March,  Ulfly 
obtained  at  diflbiant  nAea,  payable 
Treeenty  nolaa,  or  in  eara,  and 
net  raimbareeaUe  befoie  1897,  to 
wit: 

97.934.310  69,  at  96  per  oent.  stook  - 
1,047,846  80,  at  96J  per  oenL  do.  - 
83.978  49,  at  97  per  cent.  do.  • 
376,000  00.  at  98  per  cent  do.  - 
4,000  00,  at  par            do.  - 
(6.)  In  seven  per  oent  sloA  of  181\ 
created  by  Ibndug  T^earaiy  notae 
not  bearing  bitereat,  iisoed  part  at 
par,  and  part  npon  an  advance,  nn- 
der  the  act  of  the  34th  of  Febraaiy, 
1816,  and  not  reimboraei^  ontil 
1896   

Bstimated  amoant  of  tte  idide  of  the 
fonded  pnblie  debt  hi  rafoienee  to 


8.341,383  77 
1«086,8&1  08 
83,098  48 
S80k61S  M 
4,000  00 


^968.848  00 


the  lata  war 


63,144,879  60 


a  The  amoQDtof  the'  floating  debt  oontraeted 
sioee  the  eofflmeneeioent  of  the  late  war.  e«lea^ 
Uted  to  the  aOth  of  September,  1815,  may  bo 
stated  at  the  nm  of  SIT,355,101,  to  wit: 
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suae  of  the  Finances. 


(1.)  The  aggregtt^  of  Treuut7  notes  is*ued  under 

the  authority  of  tb«  several  acts  of  CoDgreu  passed 

prior  to  the  act  of  the  34th  of  February,  1815, 

amounted  to  the  sum  of  $80,301,600  00,  to  wit : 
Payable  in  the  year  1814, 

but  unpaid        -       •  2,799,300  00 
Paj^le  in  the  year  1816, 

bat  unpaid       -      -  7,847,380  00 
Payable  in  the  year  1816, 

but  unpaid  -  $3,772,780  00 

Payable  also  in  I816,(  ie- 

•ued  under  the  special 

authority  of  the  act  of 

the  36lh  of  December, 

1814,)  bat  onpaid      -8,318,400  00 

81,737,000  00 
Dedaet  the  amount  reim- 
biiTaedinl815,BtPhil- 
■delpbia,  Baltimore, 
Waahington,  Charles- 
ton and  Sanuinah)   -  1,536,000  00 


Of  this  aggregate  there 

hai  been  subscribed  in 

priodpal  and  intereat 

to  the  loan  of  1816, 

ahont  the  snm  of  -  4,631,567  06 
Prom  which  deducting 

an  aTerago  estimate  of 

near  one  year*»  inter- 
est, about  the  sum  of      316,687  06 


30,301,600  00 


There  will  remain  for  the 

unonnt   of  principal 

subscribed  to  the  loan, 

about  the  sum  of  -  4,316,000  00 
And  it  is  estimated  that 

there  has  been  paid  on 

account  of  duties  and 

taxes  to  the  collectors 

of  the  customs,  the  ia- 
-  temal  duties,  and  the 

direct  tax,  about  the 

■urn  of     •      -      •  1,800,000  00 


&fii6jm  00 


Outstanding  amount  of  Treasury  notes 

bearing  interest  at  6  8-6  per  cent. 

per  annum,  about  the  sum  of  -  -  14,686,600  00 
(8.)  The  aggregate  of 

■mall  Treasury  notes 
•  umed  and  reissued 

under  the  act  of  the 

tMth  FobraaiT,  1816, 

unoanti  to  about  the 

ram  of     -  -  4,148,860  00 

Of  this  aggregate  there 

has  been  fonded  for 

sSTeu  per  cent,  stock, 

indaded  in  the  fore- 

loinf  statement  ot  the 

fhnded  pnUic  debt, 

ahoQt  the  sum  of      -  8,868,940  00 
And  then  has  been  paid 

OB  account  of  doties 

ud  taxes,  abmit  the 

•am  of     -      -      -     50,000  00 


8,S18»M»  00 


Outstanding  small  Trea- 
sury notes,  about  the 

sum  of  .....  -  $8S:^.I| 
(3.)  7'he  aggregate  of 
Treasury  notes  of  the 
new  emission,  issued 
under  the  act  of  the 
84th  Februan,  181S, 
amounts  to  about  the 

sum  of  ■  -      -       -        -  OUWff 

Leaving  the  amount  of  ■ 
floating  public  debt,  in 
Treasury  notes,  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1816, 

about  the  sum  of  -  -  -  -  16;NBkUI  R 
But  to  thin  amount  of  the 

public  floating  debt,  in 

Treasury  notes,  there 

must  be   added  tlie 

following  temporary 

loans,  to  wit : 
(1.)  A  temporary  loan, 

made   by^  the  State 

Bank  of '  Boston  in 

1812,  payable  the  15th 

and  Slat  of  Decem- 
ber, 1814,  but  unpaid    500,000  06 
(2.)  A  temporary  loan,' 

made  by  the  Cumber- 
land Bank  in  1813, 

Say  able  the  15tb  of 
rovember,  1S17  -  SOMOW 
(3.)  A  temporary  loan, 
made  by  the  Bank  of 
the  State  of  Sonth  Car- 
olina, in  1814,  payable 
the  1st  of  December, 
1810.  -      .  OOpOOOM 

(4.)  A  temporary  loan, 
made  by  the  Mechan- 
ics* Bank  of  New  York, 
in  1815,  payable  when 
demanded  -  -    200,000  00 

(6.)  A  temporary  loan, 
made  by  the  State  of 
New  York,  payable  in 
the  year  1817   •      -  360^00 


Making  the  a^^regate 
amount  of  the  floating 
public  debt  about  the 
■am  of  ... 


UCAIITVUTIOK. 

I.  The  amount  oS  the  nnntisflod  ftanded  ptfc^ 

contracted  before  the  war,  on  tiie  30lh  ^^'^1 

ber,  1815,  was  the  sum  of  -  .$MtI^" 
3.  The  amount  of  the 

funded  pt^ie  debt 

eontiaeted,  in  nbit- 

enoe  to  the  late  war, 

on  the  same  lUy,  the 

sum  of  .  -  «S,144,m  CO 

3.  The  amount  of  the 

floating  public  debt, 

contracted  since  the 

war,  was,  oa  the 

■aneday^thenmof  17,866^101  00 


Digitized  by 


Googit 


1617 


APPENDIX. 


1618 


Total  of  the  ueartaincd  anMWt  of 
Uie  pnblic  debt  created  uoee  the 
wu*  to  the  SOtb  of  September, 

18IS  ^aofioojm  so 


Total  amoiuit  of  Uie  nalional  debt  on 
tbe  80th  of  Septenber,  1810  -      -  119^685.068  46 


It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  aggregate  of 
thenaliODal  debt  thos  stated  to  Ibe  30ih  of  Sep- 
tember, 1616,  is  subject  to  eoDsidenUe  cbaoges 
and  addiiioM.  The  Aoatiog  debt  id  Treasury 
notes  u  eoDTertible,  at  tbe  pTeasare  of  the  credi- 
tors, into  funded  debt;  and,  independent  of  a  di- 
rect application  of  the  carrent  rcreoae  to  die- 
cbarge  the  Treasury  notes,  as  well  as  the  tempo- 
rary loans,  there  mast  be  a  great,  though  gimdoal 
teduotioa  of  the  floating  mbt,  by  the  payments 
nude  ID  Treasary  notes,  for  duties,  taxes,  and 
pnblic  knde.  There  are,  indeed,  some  claims 
know  to  exist  for  loans,  sapplies,  and  services, 
daring  the  late  war,  which  have  not  been  liqui- 
dated, or  are  not  embraced  by  existing  appropri- 
ations; and  doubtless  there  are  other  legal  and 
equitable  claims  which  have  not  yet  been  brought 
into  view,  ia  aoy  form,  at  the  accouotiog  depart- 
ments, but  which  may  eventually  receive  the 
sanction  of  Congress.  It  is  not,  howera-,  within 
the  soope  of  any  estimata  hitherto  made,  to  state 
tbe  probable  addition  to  tbe  funded  debt,  under 
all  cireanutanees,  at  more  than  $7,000,000,  which 
vonld  consequently  place  the  aggregate  of  the 
funded  debt,  created  In  oonaeqaeoce  of  the  war, 
at  a  sura  not  much  exceeding  070,000,000.  But 
it  may  be  important  to  recollect,  that  the  war 
debt  has  not  been  entirely  iocurred  for  objects 
limited  to  the  eoniinnance  of  the  war;  and  that 
tbe  military  and  naval  establishments  in  particu-- 
lar  have  derived  durable  advantages  from  the 
expenditures  of  tbe  Treasury. 

For  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  reim- 
barsement  or  gradual  eztioguisbmeBt  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  the  resources  of  the  Treasary  are 
abuodaut,  although  tbe  state  of  the  eircnlating 
medium  (which  will  be  more  |wrtiealarly  coo- 
sidered  hereafter)  bas  rendered  it  impneucable 
to  obtain  at  all  times,  upon  reasonable  terms,  the 
local  eitrrency  of  some  of  the  places  appointed 
for  the  discharge  of  tbe  public  engagements. 
These  resources  depend  upon  the  Sinking  Fund, 
eonneoted  with  the  faith  of  the  United  Sutes, 
which  is  pledged  to  supply  from  the  existing,  or 
from  other  sttbjeeti  of  roreui^  thedefieieneies  of 
that  fund. 

The  publio  debt  amouDted,  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
nary,  1791,  to  the  sum  of  970,463,476  S3,  aad  it 
eonsiated— 

or  tha  Ibreigndebt  -  .  9183I8,8S1  OS 

Ofthadnmesrtedsbl      -  -    68,60(^004  00 


7S,468^7«  Ot 


Tha  ibreiga  debt  ajqwrianead  varioH  ebmMe 
ia  form  and  in  amoont.  From  17BS  lo  invii 


rose  above  tbe  amoont  stated  for  1701,  bat  from 
that  period  it  was  gradually  redaeed }  and  on  tbe 
1st  of  JanuBry,  1801,  it  stood  at  the  sum  of  tlO,- 
419,000.  From  tbe  year  1801,  however,  the  an- 
nual reduction  was  more  rapid }  aod  in  the  year 
1810  the  foreign  debt  became  extinct. 

Tbe  domestic  debt  has  also  experienced  vati- 
oas  changes  in  form  and  amount.  It  was  origir 
nally  stipulated  that  it  should  be  subject  to  re* 
demption  by  payments,  not  exceeding  in  one 
year,  on  account  both  of  prioeipal  and  interest, 
the  proportion  of  eight  dollars  upon  one  handrad 
dolun  of  tbe  stock;  aod  when  the  Sinking  Fund 
was  eonstitated  and  organized,  provision  was 
made  for  effecting  tbe  payments  in  that  propor- 
tion, Dtttil  tbe  whole  debt  should  be  extinguished 
by  dividends  payable  on  the  last  days  of  March. 
June,  and  September,  in  each  year,  at  the  rata  ot 
one  and  a  half  per  cent,  and.  on  the  last  day  of 
December,,  in  each  year,  at  the  rate  of  three  and 
a  half  per  cent,  upon  the  original  capiul.  Da- 
ring the  first  period  of  about  ten  years,  from 
1791,  until  the  1st  of  Jaouary,  1801.  the  amoont 
of  the  domestic  debt  never  fell  below  the  sum 
which  bas  been  stated;  aod  in  1801  it  stood 
at  about  the  sum  of  $73,619,050  80.  The  aug- 
mentation, created  oo  acoouot  of  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana,  (amountiog  to  $15,000,000,)  raised 
the  capiul  of  tbe  domestic  debt.  In  1804,  to  the 
sum  of  $80,691,120  88;  but  from  that  period 
there  was  a  eonsiderabia  annoal  diminntion  of 
the  amount,  until  it  was  rcdneod  on  the  30th  af 
September,  1815,  to  tbe  already  specified  sum  ftf 
$39,135,484  96. 

Tbe  Sinking  Fund,  by  whose  operations  these 
beneficial  efleels  have  been  produced,  may  be  re- 
garded as  coeval  with  the  organization  of  the 
present  QovernueDt;  bat  ithas  andergonemanjr 
important  modifications. 

1.  The  early  appropriatiooB  of  the  revenue 
were  confined  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and 
instalments  of  the  foreign  debt,  and  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  of  the  domestic  debt ;  bat 
so  early  as  tbe  4th  of  August,  1790,  the  proceeds 
of  tbe  sales  .of  the  public  lands  in  the  Western 
territory  were  permanently  aad  exclusively  ap- 
propriated and  pled|[ed  towards  sinking  anil  dis- 
charging tha  debu  for  whieli  the  United  States 
were  then  bolden.  Tha  annexed  tables  D,  will 
nhibit  a  statement  of  the  quantity  of  Uto  paUis 
lands  which  have  been  annually  sold,  and  of  tb« 
proceeds  of  the  sales,  as  far  as  can  be  now  ascer- 
tained. 

3.  In  the  year  1791^  however,  comaiissiwaia 
were  designated  and  authorized  to  purchase  tha 
pablic  debt  at  its  market  price,  not  exceeding  the 
par  value,  and  tbe  interest  of  the  debt  pnrcbased, 
tt^ether  with  the  surplus  of  certain  other  appro- 
priations, was  assigned  for  that  purpose,  wibeo 
the  annual  amount  of  tbe  fund  thus  creaiad 
sfaoatd  be  equal  to  two  per  cent,  on  the  six  per 
cent,  stocl^  it  was  directed  to  be  first  applied  to 
lha  redemption  of  that  stoek.  according  to  tha 
right  reaervet^  and  then  to  the  purehsM,  at  ill 
market  prlu,  of  any  other  public  stock. 

a  lo  tha  year  17S6  "tha  Sinking  Faod»  wm 
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nttblbhcd  kjr  une  i  to  r<Mmo<i  were  veiled  io 
the  MOM  eommfnioBen,  ud  its  operaiioDs  were 
•btjeeledtotheirdireetionaDd  OMaagciiieBU  The 
datf  ^fthccommistiBnen,  iDdepndent  of  tempo- 
rary elbjecis,  eoDsuted  in  ■pplyiDg  the  SiakiDe 
Faiid,  1st,  to  the  payiDent  of  the  six  per  cent,  stocit, 
Mtheslipalated  rate  of  eight  per  eeot.  per  aonttm ; 
8d,  to  the  payment  of  the  deterred  stock  after  the 

I ear  ISOl,  according  to  the  same  stipalation ;  and, 
d,  if  any  larptos  remained,  towards  the  further 
and  Boil  redemptioD  of  the  poblio  debt,  of  erery 
denomination.  Fortbeaecomplnbmmt  of  these 
pttrposes  there  were  permaoeotiy  appropriated 
aad  pledged,  in  addition  to  the  other  mooesrs  ooa- 
ftitnting  tbe  Sinking  Fond,  and  the  intereit  of 
Che  amoQDt  of  tbe  pttrebased  or  redeemed  debt, 
1st,  a  soflkieat  sum  arising  yearly,  and  eTory 
year,  from  the  dntics  on  impwis  and  toniiM. 
and  Ifae  datv  on  domestic  distilled  spirits  and 
stills,  as  might  he  rightfally  paid  of  the  principal 
•f  the  six  per  cent,  stock,  coraneocing  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1802.  8d.  The  dividends  on  the  pah- 
He  sharfs  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  but 
A«  shares  were  sold  in  1766  and  1808,  nnder  an 
atnhoritr  given  in  1T95.  8d.  The  net  proceeds 
«f  the  sales  of  public  lands  in  the  Western  terri- 
tory. 4tb.  Monevs  received  into  the  Treasnfy 
OB  aeoonnt  of  old  debts,  (kh.  Tbe  surpluses  «f 
revenue  beyond  the  anMut  tS  tbe  apprt^iria- 

tiOBS. 

'  4.  Such  was  the  oulliae  of  the  Siakiag  Foad, 
when,  OB  the  6th  of  April,  1802,  the  internal  da- 
ite«  were  repealed }  and,  on  the  Mth  of  April, 
180:^  a  new  and  additional  Movisloa  was  made 
fMT  the  redemption  of  the  pulAie  debt.  That,  an 
unual  sum  «  17,300,000  was  permanently  ap- 
vmprlaled  and  vested  in  the  Commisrioners  of 
»e  SlalCiBg  Fknd,  to  be  predoecd,  Ist,  fry  tbe 
moneys  (other  than  the  surpluses  of  revenue) 
which  then  constituted  tbe  fnnd,  or  should  arise 
to  ft  by  virtne  of  aay  previous  provisions.  3d. 
By  this  soms  annually  required  to  discharge  the 
mierest  and  charges  of  the  public  debt  j  and,  3dly. 
By  so  maeh  of  »e  duties  on  merehandise  and 
tonnage  as  would  be  necessary,  together  with  the 
preceding  resources,  to  complete  tbe  annual  in- 
-vestmeot  of  97|300,000.  The  act  not  only  placed 
the  reimbursement  of  tbe  principal,  but  also  the 
paymcBt  on  account  of  interest  and  charges  of 
th«.pnblie  debt,  under  the  soperiatendence  of  the 
eommimieuers ;  making  it  their  doty  to  canse  the 
HnBd  to  be  applied  in  payueat,  tst,  of  such  sums 
ai  by  virtue  of  anyacu  they  had  previously  been 
4trreted  to  pay  {  Sd,  of  such  soms  as  may  dc  en- 
auaMy  wanted  to  disehaige  the  interest  and 
obarges  aeeriHog  on  any  other  part  of  the  then 
debt  of  the  United  States;  3d,  of  such  sums  as 
may  be  annually  required  to  Aschaige  any  in- 
stalment of  the  priaoipal  of  the  thea  debt;  and 
■4tb,  as  to  any  surplus,  to  apply  it  towards  the, 
further  and  final  redemption,  by  payment  or  pur- 
chase  of  the  then  debt.  The  act  of  the  10th  of 
November,  1808,  having  created  six  per  cent, 
etoek  to  tbe  amount  of  911,250,000,  in  parsuance 
the  convention  for  (he  purchase  of  Louisiana, 
MdCd  an  aonnal  sum  of  9708^009  to  the  Stoking 


Fund,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  dutiee  en  mmhea- 
dbe  and  tonnage,  and  to  be  applied  h^  (he  tem- 
missionenc  to  the  payment  m  the  paMie  dibt, 
inclading  Ihe  Louisiana  stock,  la  tbe  maaaer 
above  statedi  it  may  be  added,  that  the  interest 
on  the  Lonisiana  stocx  is  payable  ia  Bnrope  ;  bat 
tbe  principal  is  reimbursable  at  the  ^eaaorj  of 
tbe  United  States,  in  four  annual  iHtalmeob^ 
oommeneing  in  1818. 

It  is  obvious  that  a  sinking  foad  of  t8,WO,000 
(independent  of  tbe  general  j^ed^ea  in  prior  kws^ 
was  ample  for  the  pavment  of  the  inierett  and 
tbeprinoipal  of  the  public  debt,  amounting  only 
to  the  sum  of  986.000,000,  exunguiahing^e  sik 
per  cent,  stock  in  1816,  the  deferred  stock  in  ISM, 
and  Ihe  LouiiiaH  stoek  in  1^3.  u  faat  as  ifce 
taimi  of  the  eonttaeta  and  the  piritey  of  Qove»- 
nent  would  pmnit.  The  general  operMtm  of 
the  fnnd,  indeed,  hu  been  diown ;  hut  it  is  prnnar 
mere  partionlarly  to  add,  that,  on  tbe  1st  or  Un- 
itary, 1816,  tbm  had  ben  tfaWemd  to  <W«n- 
dil  of  the  commissioner^  in  the  boohs  af  the 
Tieesary,  an  amoant  of  pttUte  debt  eqaal  in  the 
sum  of  #33^3,463  98,  of  the  fbUowlnt  dUMOH- 
nations,  to  wit  t 

l^Faroffx  Dot. 
Olrea  psr  eant.  steak,  ^e^^  00 
Few  ud  a  helf  per 

osnt.sleafc  -  -  81^00 
Four  per  oent  sloak  •  3^M^0» 

%r-DomeM^  Mi. 
Six  per  cent  stodc  -  1,M^(KM  9% 
Three  per  cent,  stod  -  MM60  41 
Deftrred  six  per  cenL 

stock  -      -  I,OO0,1T9  88 

Eight  per  cent  stock  •  e,48S)fiM  M 
Exchanged  six  pweenl. 

stock      -      -      -  •fltijm  IS 
Cammtttad  six  per  cent. 

stoek  -  1,858,MOTO 

Fonr'snd  a  half  per  cant. 

slock  .  1.7«^M 

Five  and  a  half  per  esnt. 

stock  •      -  l,8iB,900  00 

Nsv^  six  per  cent.  stoA    71 1,700  00 
Loattiuia  six  per  osnt 

stock  -      -  896^00 

Six  per  eent  stodk  of 

1813  -  SSMOOM 

SI,S7^4SSS8 


Bnt  the  charges  upon  the  Sinking  Fnnd  have 
accumelated,  in  consequenee  of  the  late  wmr,  to 
an  amount  which  it  hu  not  tbe  capaeily  to  de- 
fray i  while  its  operations,  in  other  reMMol%  bme 
bea  obstructed  by  the  temporary  ikiuire  ot  the 
rcvaBue  arising  from  dnties  m  aer^udiae-aad 
tonnage,  end  tbe  protracted  embarrasamenti  ef 
the  otreulating  medinm:  thus, 

1.  The  annual  appropriation  for  the  Siaki^ 
Faod  atnounu  to  f8^MOilOOO^  and  uuiniri  ni 
presait—  ■ 
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(I.)  Of  the  iatvrMt  on  racb  putiof  lfa« 

poUie  debt  u  hue  been  reimbaned 

or  puid  vS,  (wUchi  howerer,  k  ilnlf 

dotted  Aom  the  eutMni,)  eitinieted 

on  the  SOlh  of  September,  1816,  at 

the  inm  of  $1>968,C77  64 

(3.)  Of  the  net  proceede  of  the  nlei  of 

the  pnUic  lands,  exelusiTe  of  landi 

■old  in  the  Misfiwippi  Territory, 

Srhidi  as  yet  belong  to  the  State  of 
eorgia,)  estimated  annttall;  at  the 

nm  of  ■  800.000  00 

(3.)  Of  the  pneeeA  of  dntiM  on  im- 
pots  and  tooBsge,  to  cemfdete  the 
— nal  in«efMBts,  estimated  »t  the 

«B  «r  B,8ao^»  SQ 


98,000,000  00 


9.  The  aDnanl  ehann  «poD  iho  Sinking  Fond 
«stiptatfld  for  2816,  viU  «inoDit  protaUjr  lo  the 
wm  of.  $14,584,300. 

Quittn— lef  the  iotmat  and  the  ■»• 

•lalmenti  of  the  eld  «Wa,  Um  ram  of  •34M.0M  M 
On  aocowt  of  the  interest  of  the  nepr 

delrt,  coBwnted  on  a  o^ital  of  9^Qi^ 

000^000,  aboQt  the  swn  of  •  4;M0hOOO  AO 

On  acooent  of  the  principal  and  iatex- 

aat  of  the  Tieainiy  nolaa,  iseoed 

vndCT  the  act  of  die  30th  of  Jane, 

I81S,  the  26th  of  February,  1813,  end 

the  4th  of  March,  1814,  (after  aUow- 

ing  for  the  amount  reimbarskd,  sub- 
scribed to  the  lo&n,  and  paid  for  da- 

tiee,)  abottt  the  ram  of  -      -      -  6,8«4,SO0  00 

•14>M,900  00 


MmtlnAe  enauit  eftba  Snkter 
JPud,  OMipered  irilh  the  dwifBs 
msmit,aA»Ubtl%l9    -     ■»6,684,aoo  00 

« 

Fkhb  ^ia  ijcw  tt  the  Inueitl  eperetioBB  of 

the  Oovenmeot  the  Seerelarir  trf*  the  Tietrary, 
with  ererr  leBtimeDt  trf*  deferenee  and  mpect, 
presents  tne  followiog  general  coaclasions  for 
the  consideration  of  Congress: 

1.  That  the  existing  rerenae  of  the  United 
States  arises,  1st,  from  duties  on  imported  mer- 
ehandise,  aod  the  tonnage  of  vesaels;  2d,  inter- 
nal duties,  ioclndiog  the  direct  lax  upon  lands, 
booses,  and  slaves ;  and,  3d,  the  proceeds  of  ibe 
sales  of  public  lands;  but  some  of  these  duties 
and  taies  are  permanently  imposed,  aod  some 
.ue  limited  in  their  duration. 

S.  That  the  following  dnties  or  taxes  are  either 

?irtially  or  wholly  limited  in  their  duration  :  1. 
he  dotiea  on  mcrefaaBdiee  and  tonnage  will  be 
ndoeed  one-half  on  the  17th  of  Febroary,  1816, 
neeptsneh  as  ue  imposed  on  aoodsof  the  like 
■deseriptioD  with  the  arlielcs  ordomestie  manu- 
faotnre,  en  which  duties  have  been  laid,  and  in- 
eltided  in  the  ffooeral  pledge.  3.  The  new  duty 
on  aalt ;  the  duty  on  sugar  refined  within  the 
United  States;  and  the  stamp  duty  on  bank 
BotM,  jpromisaory  notes  diicoaDtcd,  and  on  bills 
of  enoanc^  are  not  itteloded  fat  iht  feoeral 


Sledge,  and  will  wholly  cease  on  the  17th  of 
'ebruary,  1816. 

3.  That  the  following  duties  or  taxes  are  not 
limited  in  their  dnration,  and  are  iaeloded  in  the 
general  pledge:  1.  The  direot  tax  npos  landi^ 
nooses,  aod  slarcs.  2.  The  duties  upon  licenses 
to  distillers  of  spiritooos  liquors  and  upon  the 
liquors  distilled.  3.  The  duty  upon  licenses  to 
retailers  of  wines,  spiritnous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise.  4.  The  duty  upon  sales  at  auction. 
5.  Thednty  upon  carriages  and  harness,  6.  The 
duties  upon  household  furniture  and  watches. 
7.  The  duties  on  articles  manofactnred  or  made 
for  sale  within  the  United  Stalee.  8.  The  rate 
of  postage. 

4.  That  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
revenue  arising  from  the  duties  and  Isxes,  which  . 
are  not  limited  in  their  duration,  ere  pledged  for 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  public  debt,  princi- 
pal and  interest,,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
eontraeu  respectively ;  and,  for  creating  an  ade- 
quate sinking  fond,  gradually  to  reduce,  and 
eventually  to  extinguish  the  -tfebt.  But  this 
pledge  will  be  satisned  by  the  substitution  of 
other  adequate  duties  or  taxes ;  and  the  incteaae 
in  the  {Hoeeeds  of  the  doties  on  merchandiie} 
subsequent  to  the  pledge,  affords  an  advaotageoos 
opportunity  of  making  snch  snbstitiition  m  re- 
spect to  the  more  inconvenient  and  bordenatme 
porttoa  of  the  ialernal  duties. 

fi.  Tliat  the  establishment  of  a  revenue  system, 
which  shall  not  be  exclusively  dependent  upon 
the  supplies  of  foreign  commerce,  appears,  at 
this  juncture,  to  claim  particular  attention. 

II.— 4  new  of  the  fitaaee$/or  1S1&,  vitk  Htir 
naU»  ^ the  fntMEc  rnmuie  anieapmm  fiir 
1816. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  llti 
demands  upon  the  Treasury  were  iniere^cing  v> 
their  nature,  ■«  well  as  great  in  their  amouqi- 
Bxelosivelr  of  the  ordinary  expeina  of  the  Gor' 
ernment,  tney  consisted  ordemaf|ds  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  army,  preparatory  ft>  its  reduclion 
to  the  Peace  Ettablishmen^  wllh  other  very 
heavy  arrearages  and  disbursements  in  ibe  War 
and  Navy  Departments;  for  the  paymeat  of  tbe 
dividends  on  the  funded  debt,  acd  of  ibe  ancara- 
ges,  as  well  as  the  accruing  claims  on  account  of 
uie  Treasury  note  debt}  and  for  the  payment  of 
the  Louisiana  dividends,  with  other  considerable 
debts  contracted  in  Europe  in  eonuquenee  of  the 
late  war. 

The  efficiency  of  tbe  means  which  were  pos- 
sessed for  the  fiquidaiion  of  these  demands  d^ 
ponded  upon  circumstances  beyond  the  control  of 
the  Qorernment.   The  balaoee  of  money  in  the 
Treasory  oonsuted  of  bank  credits,  lying  chiefly 
in  tbe  southern  and. western  seetioosm  the  Union. 
The  revenue  proceeding  from  the  proriaion  made 
prior  to  the  last  session  of  Coagrcss  was,  compa- 
ratively, of  small  amount.    The  reveone  [urtH 
I  eeeding  from  the  provision  made  daring  thai 
:  session  could  not  be  available  for  a  great  portion 
I  of  the  present  year;  and,  in  both  instances,  tbe 
1  ravMiiM  was  paymbte  in  Trctnry  nol«^  or  it 
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aMomed  the  form  of  bank  credits,  at  the  respec- 
tive  places  of  coUectioD.  The  only  remainioff 
,  resources  for  immediate  use  were  ao  addiiioDal 
.  issue  of  Treftsurjr  notes,  aod  a  loau ;  but  the  luc- 
eessful  emplojrmeot  of  these  resources  was  rea< 
dered  for  some  tine  doubtful,  bj  the  peculiar 
situaiioo  of  the  credit  aod  cDmncjr  uf  the  na- 
tion. 

The  suspeosioo  of  speeiepajrineDis  ihronghout 
tha  greater  porlioB  of  the  Untied  States,  and  the 
eoBseqaent  ccssatioa  of  ib«  interahuM  of  bank 
nolta  and  bank  credits,  between  the  insiitatioDs 
of  Ihcdifiereot  States,  ud  deprived  the  Treasury 
of  all  the  faeilitiea  of  transferrio^  iu  funds  from 
place  to  place;  and  a  proposition  which  was 
made,  at  an  earljr  period,  to  the  principal  banks 
of  the  commercial  cities,  on  the  line  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, with  ■  view,  in  some  degree,  lo  restore  those 
facilities,  could  not  be  effected,  for  the  want  of  a 
concurrence  in  the  requisite  number  of  Innks. 
Hence  it  has  happened  (and  the  duration  of  the 
evil  is  without  anjr  positive  limitation)  that, 
howevec  adequate  the  public  revenue  may  be,  in 
its  general  product,  to  discharge  the  public  en- 
gagcmentSj  it  becomes  totally  inadequate  in  the 
process  of  lU  application,  sioce  the  ppaseasion  of 
public  foods  io  one  part  do  loonc  affords  the 
evidence  of  a  fiscal  capacity  lo  ducharge  a  pub- 
lie  debt  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union. 

From  the  suspension  of  speete  payments,  and 
from  various  other  causes,  real  or  imaginary, 
differences  in  the  rate  of  rxcbaoge  arose  between 
the  several  States,  and  even  between  the  several 
districts  in  the  same  State;  aod  the  embarrass* 
ments  of  the  Treasury  were  more  and  more  in- 
creased, since  Congress  had  not  sanctioned  any 
allowance  on  account  of  the  rate  of  exchange; 
and  the  amount  of  the  legiblative  appropriations 
was  the  same,  wherever  the  legislative  objecu 
were  to  be  effected.  But  the  Treasury  notes  par- 
took of  the  inequalities  of  the  exchange  in  the 
transactions  of  individuals,  although  the  Treasury 
could  only  issue  them  at  their  par  value.  The 
public  stock,  created  in  consideration  of  a  loan, 
also  partook- of  the  ineqooliiies  of  the  exchange, 
although  to  the  Governmcnl  the  value  of  the 
stock  created,  and  the  obligation  of  the  debt  to 
be  discharged,  were  the  same,  wherever  the  »ub* 
Bcri^tion  to  the  loan  might  be  made. 

Thus,  notwithstanding  the  ainple  revenue  pro- 
vided and  perma^ieotly  pledged  lor  the  payment 
of  the  public  creditor,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
auspicious  iofluence  of  peace  upon  the  resources 
of  the  nation,  the  market  price  of  the  Treasury 
notes,  and  of  the  public  stock,  was  everywhere 
far  below  its  par  or  true  value,  for  a  considerable 
{wriod  after  the  adjournment  of  Coogress ;  vibra- 
ting, however,  with  a  change  of  place,  from  the 
rate  of  75  to  tlie  rate  of  90  per  cenL  Payments 
io  bank  paper  were  nniversally  preferred,  during 
that  period,  to  payments  io  the  paper  of  the  Gov- 
ernment;  aod  it  was  a  natural  consequence  that 
wherever  the  Treasury  failed  io  procuring  a  local 
Gurreacy,  it  failed  also  in  making  a  stipulated 
payment. 

Under  these  extraordinary  Mid  perplexing 


cumstances,  the  great  effort  of  the  TreosarTwos, 
1st  To  provide  promptly  and  effectnally  rot  all 
urgent  demands,  at  tbe  proper  place  of  paynwnt, 
and  to  the  requisite  amount  of  funds.  2d.  To 
overcome  the  difficulties  of  the  circulating  ne- 
diom,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  so  that  oocrt^ 
iior  should  receive  more,  aod  no  debtor  pay  lem, 
in  effective  value,  on  tbe  same  account,  than  even 
othef  creditor,  or  every  other  debtor.  And,  3d. 
To  avoid  any  unreasonable  sacrifice  of  the  pab- 
lio  property,  particulsrly  when  it  most  also  be 
attended  with  a  lacrifiee  of  the  public  eredit.  It 
was  not  expected  that  this  effort  woold  every- 
where produce  the  same  satisfaction,  and  the  tanie 
results;  but  the  belief  is  entertained  that  it  Im 
been  successful  in  the  attainment  of  its  objects,  to 
tbe  extent  of  a  just  anticipation. 

Of  the  uga  iffiht  Trtamry  Noiet, 
Tbe  Treasury  notes,  which  were  issued  oodet 
acts  passed  prior  to  the  S4lh  of  Ftbramrjr,  1816, 
were,  for  the  most  part  a  deoomination  too  bijgh 
to  serve  as  a  current  mediom  of  cxebasge,  nvdit 
was  soon  aseeruined  that  the  small  Trewnry 
notes,  fundable  at  an  interest  of  7  per  cent.,  thooga 
of  a  conveoieot  denomination  lor  eommon  dm, 
woold  be  converted  into  stock  almost  as  soon  ai 
they  were  issued.  With  respect  to  the  first  de- 
scription, therefore,  the  issue  has  not  beea  re- 
strained ;  but  with  respect  to  the  second  descrip. 
tioo,  tbe  issue  has  been  generally  limited  to  coaei 
of  peculiar  urgency^  such  as  the  payment  of  the 
army,  prefnratory  to  its  reduction ;  the  payment 
of  the  diridends  on  the  public  debt  wbere  the 
local  currency  could  not  be  obtained ;  and  the 
payment  of  an  inconsiderable  amount  of  miseel- 
laneous  claims,  apparently  entitled  to  distioelioa. 

The  annexed  taue,  marked  S,  conuioa  n  stote- 
ment  of  the  amount  of  the  small  Traatorjr  aotca 
which  had  been  issued  on  the  30tb  ot  Btpitmbet, 
1815,  from  which  jt  appears, 
1.  That  thwe  had  been  issued,  for  tbsp^aMDterOa 
amif  ,  the  sum  of      ....  ^L^MftjMV 
S.  That  there  had  beat  iasned,fi>r  the  pay- 
ment of  the  dindends  of  the  public  osW* 
tbe  sum  of  l.Ma,lM 

3.  That  there  had  been  issued,  for  snadiy 
miacelUneons  claims,  the  ram  of  -      •  l09jMl 

4.  That  there  baa  been  sold  at  an  advance 
(prodnoiDg  93S|107  M,)  for  the  pnrpoas 
of  raiting  flmds  to  meet  the  gemiml  on* 
gagaawntaof  the  Weasnij,  aanm  of  *  l,9tbJ0n 


Of  the  Loan 

The  act  of  the  3d  March,  1815,  authorized  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $18,453,800.  It  was 
made  lawful  to  accept,  in  payment  of  sabaciip- 
tions,  such  Treasury  notes  as  had  been  ehaiged 
on  the  Sinking  Fund ;  and  a  commisuoo,  noiac- 
ceediog  one  quarter  M'ooe  par  cent.,  vrasalleiPBd 
for  selling  the  cerlificatce  of  stock,  or  praeenac 
subscriptions  to  the  loan.  Under  this  aathsrilj 
the  annexed  notice,  marked  F.,  dated  tbeJOib  of 
March,  18%  was  pnUishad,  opebiic  a  law  bt 
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Ihe  mm  of  918,000,000,  villi  t  viev,  Itt,  lo  »lMorb 
1  pottioD  of  the  Treasory  note  debt ;  8d,  to  obuia 
bails  for  psyios  tbc  oiuabienbed  arrnrages  of 
^tdebl ;  aad,  tbe  3d,  to  aid  tb«  Treatury  with  a 
nipply  of  tbe  local  ourreneies  of  difiereoi  places, 
a  borne  proportioo  to  the  probable  amont  of  the 
ocal  demand*. 

Tbe  offers  to  subscribe  to  the  loan  prior  to  the 
19th  of  April,  1815,  placed  (as  it  were  proper  to 
ilice)  money  and  Treasurjr  notes  upon  the  tame 
botiog;  but  the  offers  varied  esaeatially  in  tbe 
ermsand  conditions  that  were  annexed  to  them  ; 
ind,  in  point  of  fact,  no  direct  cAr  was  made  to 
nbaeribe  at  a  higher  rate  than  80  per  eent.,  while 
wme  of  the  ottm  were  made  at  a  rate  erea  lower 
han  75  per  eent.  ■  UpOD  this  experiment,  thero> 
ore,  it  was  seen  at  onee  that  the  new  situation  of 
he  Treasury  required  a  new  course  of -proeeed- 
0^,  and  that  neither  the  justice  due  to  the  equal 
jghts  of  tbe  public  creditor,  nor  a  fair  estimate 
Hthe  value  or  the  public  property,  nor  an  hono- 
able  r^rd  for  the  public  credit,  would  permit 
he  loan  to  assume  the  shape  and  character  of  a 
«vainble,  subservient  to  the  speculations,  which 
veate  what  is  called  a  market  price,  and  shifting 
n  every  town  and  vllla^  of  every  State,  aceord- 
og  to  the  arbitrary  venations  of  what  is  called 
he  difference  of  exchange. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject  all  the  offers  of  sub- 
oriptions  to  tbe  loan,  made  in  the  first  instaooe, 
vcre  declined ;  but  it  was  declared,  at  the  same 
ime,  that  offers  at  the  rau  of  95  per  ceol.  would 
MS  accepted.  The  rate  thus  proposed  was  adopt- 
•d  upon  a  consideration  of  the  value  of  the  stock, 
if  tbe  equitable  as  welt  as  legal  claim  of  tbe  hold- 
rs  of  Treasury  notes,  and  of  tbe  real  condition 
if  tbe  public  credit.  The  object  of  the  loan  be- 
ng  (aa  already  stated)  to  absorb  a  portion  of  the 
Trensury  note  debt,  and  to  acquire  a  sofficieney 
if  local  currency  for  local  purposes,  the  price  of 
he  .stock  at  the  Treasury  was,  of  course,  inde- 
■endeot  of  the  daily  up  and  down  prices  of  the 
arious  stock  markets  in  tbe  Union,  aod  could 
nly  be  effected  by  the  prcHaress  towards  the  at- 
liniaent  of  those  objects.  Thus,  while  the  wants 
f  the  Treasury  were  soflficieatly  supplied,  offers 
3  subscribe  were  freely  accepted,  aod  the  parties 
rere  somctimeaauihormd  and  invited  to  inerease 
tie  amount  of  their  t^rs}  but,  where  loeaifnnds 
ad  so  aeeamnlated  as  to  approach  the  probable 
■loaikt  <^  tbe  loeal  demaiMs,  the  prica  of  the 
tock  was  raised  at  tbe  Treasury ;  aod  when  tbe 
ccomolation  was  deemed  adequate  to  the  whole 
mount  of  tbe  local  demands,  the  loan  was  closed. 

The  policy  of  the  course  pursued  at  the  Trea- 
iry  was  soon  demonstrated.  Oflfers  of  subserip- 
oa  to  the  loan,  at  the  rate  of  95  per  cent.,  paya- 
le  in  Treasury  notes  or  in  money,  were  preseat- 
]  to  a  large  amount  soon  after  toe  rule  of  the 
'reasury  was  declared}  aod  tbe  annexed  table, 
lacked  G,  will  exhibit  the  progressive  aod  actual 
ate  of  all  the  subscriptions  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
'inber  last. 

Id  the  District  of  Columbia  the  money  sub- 
iriptions  (ineludlDg  the  subscription  of  certain 
qtudated  olairas  upon  the  Treasury)  were,  suc- 


cetsively,  at  95,  96f  97,  and  98  per  cent,  and 
finally  atpar.  In  tbe  city  of  Baltimore  the  nioaey 
subscriptions  have  beeo  at  95  and  9&i  per  cent. 
In  the  city  of  Philadelphia  the  money  subscri|H 
tioni  have  been  entirety  at  95  per  cent.  The 
price  was  raised  at  the  Treasury  from  95  to  96 
per  cent,  oo  the  18th  of  June,  (subject,  of  course, 
to  all  unexecuted  subscriptions  previously  acMp- 
ted  or  authorized,)  and  since  that  time  conside- 
rable offers  have  been  received  at  95  aod  96  per 
cent.,  but  none  have  been  received  at  the  increased 
rate  of  98  per  cent  The  subscriptions,  payable 
in  Treasury  notes,  have  been  made  in  all  placea 
at  the  same  rale  of  95  per  cenL  A  general  ab- 
stract of  tbe  atate  of  the  loan  may,  therefor^  be 
redneed  to  the  following  form : 

In  dw  District  of  Ctriumbia  Uw  sobsei^tiens  have 

aoMonted — 
1.  In  m<m«y,toth«aam(tf99,MI^0ST8B 
3.  In  Tressniy  notes,  to      Wr;m  66 

 %B89^14  01 

In  Baltimore  the  snbaerip. 

Uons  have  amounted — 
1.  In  money,  to     -      •  tLSMiSlS  60 


1.  In  Treasmy  notes,  to  608,661  «0 

In  PhHadalpUa  tho  sub- 
aeiiptians  amonnted— 
1.  In  money,  to      .      91,84^000  00 

3.  In  Treaswy  notss,  to  •  1,860^  69 

In  New  York  the  soh< 
sctiptimis  have  aoioanl> 

1.  In  money,  to    •      -  601  44 

3.  In  Treanu7  notes,  to  668^871  61 


8,606,480  40 


8,106,668  88 


868.97S  88 
In  Rhode  Island  the  snbKriptbna  have 

amounted,  in  Treasnry  note^  to  •  188^880  88 
In  Maasaehusetls  the  sobseriptioos  have 

amoaoted,  in  Treasury  notes,  to  -  87^1-88 
InNaw  Hampshire  the  rabscriptiotuhave 

amounted,  in  Treasory  notes,  to  AM86  88 
In  North  Uarolba  the  subscriptions  have 

araoonted,  in  Tiaaanry  notas,  to  8fi,008  00 

«9;M4,044  88 


Having  thu  absorbed  a  portion  of  the  Trea- 
sury note  debt,  and  deeming  the  Treasury  to  be 
poBsesaed  of  a  snflkieai  aapplir  of  th*  local  ear- 
reoer  of  the  place*  at  wbiek  the  Treasury  notea, 
aoaoDseribed  and  in  arreaia,  were  payable  by  lew, 
except  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Bosioa,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proceeded  to  amgn 
funds  for  the  payment  of  the  Treasury  notes,  and 
to  give  notice  thereof  in  the  form  of  tbe  annexed 
copies,  (marked,  respectively,  H  and  I,)  in  p«r> 
suance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1815.  As  a  sufficient  supply  of  the 
local  currencies  of  Boston  and  New  York  had  not 
been  obtained,  the  overture  was  made  in  the  same 
notice  to  discharge  the  Treasury  notes  payable 
in  those  cities,  and  in  arrears,  by  accepting  them 
in  subscriptioa  to  tbe  loan,  at  tbe  rate  of  95  per 
cent.,  by  exchangin|[  them  for  other  Treasory 
notes,  in  which  ihe  interest  due  should  be  iaclu- 
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dad  as  prisf  ipat,  or  bf  giTinc  drafts  for  the  amemt 
npoB  aof  of  the  baau  in  whieh  the  Gorernment 
pOMentd  funds.  This  oreriore  is  still  opeo  to 
the  eoDtideradoa  and  aeeeptaDca  of  the  holdarf 
of  lb*  Treasury  aotes  io  qontjQD,  and  has  beea 
aM^ed,  in  tb«  shape  of  saWriptioDB  to  the  loao, 
loa  eoosiderable  extent.  SiDce  the  30th  of  Sep* 
tember  tbeee  amoaaL  iaeladiiig;  soom  sabsorip- 
tiMe,  the  dataiU  of  wnieb  have  not  yel  been  coa- 
tmililMcd,  10  more  than  98,000,000; 

tfnmm from  18X4  to  1615. 

1m  the  adminiatration  of  thi  finances  it  baa  been 
tha  piaetjee  to  consider  the  demands  and  the  sap- 
]diefl  of  each  year  as  disiiaet  snbjeeta  for  l^la- 
tirc  profiuoB,  indepandent  of  the  balaaecs  of  ap- 
propriations or  of  reTeone  existing  at  the  close  of 
the  preceding  yean,  Tb«  same  course  wHl  now 
be  porsDed,  Mt  with  a  few  ezpUnatary  remarks. 
The  aanoal  appropriations  have  nerer  been  en- 
tirely absorbed  during  tbe  year  for  which  they 
were  madej  and  tbe  credit  glren  bylaw  for  pay- 
ments in  every  branch  of  the  revenue,  necessarily 
introdaceta  discrimination  between  the  amoont  of 
duties  vbich  accrnes  witbio  tbe  year^  as  a  debt 
to  tbe  QorernmcDt,  and  the  amount  which  is  paid 
within  the  year,  as  money  into  tbe  Treasury.  The 
annual  appropriations,  however,  are  not  charged 
apoa  the  revenue  of  tbe  year  specifically  in  which 
tbajr  are  made;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  they  are 
aatisfled  whenever  demanded,  out  of  any  unappro- 
priated money  in  the  Treasury,  without  reference 
to  the  time  when  the  revenue  aceraed,  or  when 
the  money  was  aatoaUy  reedred  at  the  Trea- 
wy. 

The  ioeottveMcnee  bf  eontinuii^  appropria- 
HetM  ID  force)  which  were  liable  to  bedrawa  rrom 
tbe  Treasury dnrint«i>y  ind«fibite  period,  induced 
CoDgreas  to  enact,  in  tbe  year  17^,  that  any  ap- 
propriations (except  permanent  appropriations  for 
tbe  interest  of  tbe  funded  debt,  or  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  loans  and  the  accruing  inter 
est,  for  the  Sibkintf  Food,  and  for  purposes  which 
•peciatty  require,  by  law,  a  longer  duration)  re- 
matoing  unexpended  for  more  than  two  years 
after  the  expiration  of  tbe  calendar  year  in  which 
t^ut  of  a^r^iatioB  was  passed  should  cease 
Md  determine  ,*  and  that  the  uaexpended  sum 
Moold  be  carried  to  an  aoeoanl  on  the  booka  of 
u*  /"*^0^>  to  be  denominated  "the  Surplni 
Fand.  By  tbe  operation  of  thia  provistoo,  no 
"2'"<'r»W»«/fiaiIon  can  now  snrvire  the  spe- 
e«ed  period  of  two  years;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  formal  dciignatioa  of  a  particular  acooont  in 
which  the  entrysball  be  iDade,tbe  sum  disengaged 
by  a  determination  of  each  appropriation,  becomes 
again  an  andistfnguiabable  part  of  the  public  trea- 
sure, which  is  subject-to  the  future  diaposilion  of 
the  L^statore. 

With  these  remarks  it  will  be  usefbl,  for  the 
parpose  of  general  Information,  to  exhibit  tbe 
gross  amount  of  the  balancn  of  the  appropriations 
far  the  year  1814^  transferred  to  the  year  1815, 
without  entering  into  a  comparative  detail  of  the 
•ro^opriaiiona  and  of  the  rereaaaa  during  the 


paitiealar  year  in  whieh  «haf  npproprintian 
made  by  law;  Thnr 

Ute  groM  amount  af  tbe  smnprtttiana  Ibr  1114, 
dodin;  the  agingaCB  of  tiw  balanece  irf'the  apfi^ 
niationa  ftr  the  tear  1S18.  aoMurted  le  the  aim 
of  ••6Mf*^» 

Of  this  there  was'paid,  on  or  befere  the 
Slat  of  Decemtor,  1814,  the  Mm 

of  •  -  -  V38^0SMM>  M 
And.  on  d»  later 
Jan^  lSlfi»  tbsie 
wascanfadloanr* 
■loa  And  the  aum 
ef     -     -     •  69M0»«» 

Leaving  as  a  general 
helawee  ot  aiitwft- 

priatioaaof  lSl4-  SAJBtOfim  tl 

Of  the  demands  on  <fle  Tnanri/^for  1815. 

The  demands  authorized  by  aets  of  appropru- 
tioB  during  tbe  year  1815,  (exelnairely  «f  Mrtun 
indefinite  appR>priationa^  tbe  araonni  whwh  is 
not  yet  ascerlaiaed,)  were  tbe  follewta^a 

For  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaDaoas  expenaam,  be- 
ddes  tbe  unaseertainsd  prodnct  of  fines,  peaa/ltes, 
and  forfeitures,  asslgiwd  to  deftiy  'the  cWsea  off 
eonrts,  the  sum  of  •  -  ^SjOM^eM  SS 

For  nifitaiy  expenses,  taidodu^  dxwe 
tbe  Indian  DepartouBt,  ud  ^ 
panaaMatapfeopnalioD  tA  (100,000 
ibr  arming  mm  eqmpauigtlu  militia, 
the  sum  of  6»U8k7M  41 

For  naval  ezpcnuMB,  indnding  the  an- 
nual appropriatiai  of  fSOO^OOO  fi« 
the  poichsse  of  timber   ■      ■      -    ifiSAfiM  04 
For  tbe  public  debt,  to  wit: 

Tbe  interest  in  tbe  debt  contracted  be* 
fere  the  war  -  -  l^MO^NW  CD 

Tbe  interest  on  the  debt  oontraeted  since 
the  war,  (indnding  the  loan  of  lOlS^ 
and  ezdnding  the  intersat  ef  Tsaae- 
nrr  notes)  a^MOgMOOO 

The  interest  <rf5  2.B  per  omt.  per  aqn^ 
upon  Treasury  notes  ontstandiag  ea 
tbe  1st  of  Jaanaiy,  1816,  indnding 
notes  due  in  1814,  end  not  pud,  (the 
prineipal  being  than  •10^44^00^ 
«heenmef  OVflgNOOO 

Tbe  untMl  reualmrssmsnt  of  ths  prin- 
cipal of  of  the  dd  dx  par  cent  and 
detered  stocks,  the  sum  of    -      -  l,fiML4eOOO 

The  principd  of  TroMury  notes  paya- 
ble in  1814,  and  tbe  1st  of  Janoaiy, 
1816,batnot  then  paid,  the  sum  of  -  S,7MrM>00l 

Hie  prindpal  of  Treasury  notes  paya- 
ble in  1810^  and  tbe  1st  of  Jannarr, 
1016,  tbe  sura  of   .     -      -      .  T^TJMM 

The  piindpal  of  tompnraiT  Irani  paya- 
ble in  i814»  but  net  then  paid  BiO^OIS  « 

The  amount  of  tbe  appro{wiations  and 
of  demands  for  the  pwlio  debt  for 
181ft,  bifaif  the  earner  -     -  f8S.7«MI»M 
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fitaft  <  the  Pinamm. 


U*  at  th*  TiMnqr  dminc  ll»  ymt 


ISM, 


to  that  j<Mr,  uo*  It  iti 
OMBmMceniMit,  unonatuig  to  9l7^7,9S8  80 
And  of  sppropiutioiii  and  datnaadf  on 
aeeoont  of  th«  mtUic  debt,  m«d«  and 
arinng  dariiwuoyoar  1810^  UDoant- 
ins  to  33,703.948  06 


Mtkiog  togetlur  - 


960,081,871  Oft 


Of  the  Wdy»  and  Maau  ^  the  Treatury  for  the 
year  1815. 

These  ways  sod  meuts  nuf  be  considered  in  a 
twchfold  aspeet:  1.  As  to  the  w«7«  and  mcMW 
placed  by  the  laws  within  the  power  of  (he  Tree- 
nirr ;  and,  3.  The  amoani  eapaUe  of  being  real- 
ised, or  made  aetaaUy  aTailaue  by  the  Treasary, 
dnriDK  the  year. 

Under  the  Gist  view  the  ways  and  moans  eon- 
siatad— 

U  Of  cash  in  the  Tmaiuyat  the 
I— BiBMii  iiaiiiit  of  the  year^  lAkh 
•monatodto  9l,5BMM«S 

S.  Of  the  oatstsnding  reTeoae,  whichf 

Bocnied  prior  to  tfa«  yesr  181S,  and 

lemained  oapaid  at  its  ooauaenoo- 

meat,  Mtimated^ettlasiTeof  the  fiUDs 

dno  fbr  pnUie  landi^  at  about  •  •  ^600^000  00 
8i  Of  the  nwtmm  aaomhig  ia  die  year 

Mtt,  ■atimated  at  $38,860,000,  vis: 

Cnitoou      -  tUfOOOiOOO 

IKnct  tax,  net  product  -  6,400,000 

Internal  datMS,  net  pro- 
duct ....  7,000,000 

FabUekiida.      .      .  1^,000 

Postage  and  other  inct 

dental  rseeiptb  -  460,000 

  88,860,000  00 

4,  Of  the  anezeeirted  sathority  to  boT' 

row  money  sod  isne  Tresniy  notes, 

cenArred  Iqr  act*  of  Congress  paissd 

priM  to  the  year  181S,  Th : 

The  loan  act  of  Hsr^  14, 

IBIS.  ■  .  -  $765,300 
The  loan  act  of  llardi  34, 

1814.  .  8,66%U8 
The  loan  act  of  No»em- 

bsil5,18l4           .  8,000,000 


Treaaorynotoaotof  Mar. 

4, 1814     -  .  #3,773,730 

IVsMBiT  nola  aot  of  De- 

eamber  to,  1814      -  8,600/)00 


18,ai7,*I9  00 


S.  Of  the  ftnthority  to  borrow  Moaey  sad 
iasae  TnsfOiy  notes,  eonlerrwl  by 
acta  of  Cengraas,  passed  ia  the  year 
1816,  Ti»:  ^^ 

The  loan  actof  Maidi  3, 

1816.  -  #18^401,880 

The  loan  adof  Feb>  18, 

I815,(ibrwablicbnild' 
:     iaViinWasUnftan)..  600^ 


11,873,790  00 


Trearaiy  note  act  ef  Ml 
34,  1816,  (exclostTs  of 
the  re>issaeeattAH)aai 
by  this  act) 


Making  tagelhar 


48,063^00 
#II3^,nT  68 


This  great  appamt  toratosof  waya  and  meaDs 
within  tbe  power  of  the  Tmaitry  arose,  in  part;' 
from  tbe  great  tacrease  in  tbe  amount  of  the  eos- 
toms  accralng  in  the  year  1815,  which,  iostead 
of  #4,000,000,  the  amoont  estimated  prior  to  the 
peace,  will  probably  io  coaseqnenee  or  that  etnt 
amoaot  to  the  sum  of  #2i^000,000,  wf  here  atated. 
A  great  portion  also  of  the  sams  authorized  to  be 
borrowed,  or  raised  upon  Treasury  notes,  it  was 
erident  could  not  be  obtained  or  raised  wtihiD  tb6 
year ;  and  the  sevcrat  succsssiTe  acts  by  which 
tbe  MUwriiy  was  giveo,  although  they  were  aom- 
toally  accomulatiTe,  were  actually  the  results  of 
attempts  to  vary  or  modiry  this  authority  in  sae^ 
a  way  as  tu  reoder  it  iHere  easy  or  more  electual 
in  ita  cxeeutioD. 

The  seeond  view  of  the  ways  aod  means  for 
the  year  1815  exhibtu  the  amount  aetoaUy  real- 
ized and  reecived  into  (he  Treasury  dvrii^  the 
year.  As  the  year  is  not  vet  terminated, this  eaik 
oolv  be  given  by  way  or  estimate.  The  reeuU 
will  probably  not  difibr  materially  from  the  fid- 
lowiog: 

1.  Cadi  in  the  Treasogr  at  the  caos. 

msiiesiasntoftheyear  -  k  .  #1,&S6,»»8  98 
3.  Beneipii  from  reTenae,  including  thai 

iriurik-was  onbtsndtag  at  the  eon^ 

mencanwttt  of  the  yeari  viaj 

Costoms     -  -#MM^ 

Diraottax    -  .  S,9D8,0e8 

Itttsnnd  duties     •      -  ^700,000 

PtabEe  lends  .  -  1,000,000 

Postage  and  ether  iad- 
dental  receipts  •  480^000 

 i8,seo!flMe8 

3.  Reeeipta  from  loans  aAd  Traasmy 
notes,  Tti:  LeoH>~ 

Under  the  act  of  March 

14,1813  -      -      -  #60^00 

Under  ihs  actof  Novem- 
ber 16, 1814    ■      .   960,000  00 

Under  the  act  of  Mamh 
3,  1816    -  0,384,044  88 

Under  the  act  of  Mhrdi 
3, 1816,  (temporary)   660,000  00 

Under  the  set  of  Feb'/ 

18,1616»(4emporery)    100,000  00 

ABOUt  aetaally  borrowed  to  the  30tt 

September,  1816,  pfr  stalMaanlaan. 

naxed,  marked  O  and  K 

#11,034,014  88 
Amount  estimated  to  be 

bonewed  AnaOcfrl 

to  December  81, 1816  S;e80,e80  00 


TWoMTv  A)«e*^AraoaQi  laned  prior 
tothel4lOctebw,1816- 


14,084,04418 
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1.  Tnumj  note*  bMiias  Inlrol; 
Undtr  the  «et  of  Much 

4,1814  -    .  .$s,7n^7ao 

Vmin  the  Mtof  OacM, 

1614  -  .  8^16,400 
Undar  th«  tct  of  F<bni- 

nyMvlfllO     •      -  '694,M0 


Par  ■Utemsat  umazed, 
wariMdL-  •it.TS^TM 
S.  Snail  TraamTjnotaanot 
baadnff  inicnat,  nndanet 
•rFabr«H7S4,  1810^  r 
Anavnt  imaaA  and  i»- 
Hittadf  paf  ililwiaut  an* 
Msad,  uaikad  E  -      -  4,162^ 


916,988,870 
Amt  eatiiDBtad  to  b«  inaed 
aod  r«4aniad,  from  Oct.  1 
.    to  Daeaabar  SI,  1815  -  1,000^000 

-f   16.938,S70  00 


MaUBg  tha  total  anoant  aatima,tad  to 
W  aetullv  Moob ad  into  the  Traa*- 
«7  daring  th«7Mv  1816      -      ♦49.8*9,618  01 


The  ftpjplieatioa  of  the  moneyi  aetuallf  reecired 
into  (he  Treasary,  during  the  year  1615,  will  be 
u  followa :  To  the  30tb  September  the  paymeDta 
baTetmoanted  to  the  following  sums  nearly;— 
the  aecMBtt  not  being  yet  made  ttp,  tha  preeiw 
amooDt  eaoDOt  be  given. 
For  civil,  diplomatic  and  miae^UaBeona 

expanaaa  •  98,087,000  00 

Per  militaiy  aaniea  -  -  16,190,144  71 

For  na*al  aarvke  ....  7,860,000  20 
For  pnblfe  dab^  (axdoirive  of  the  MUD 

of^  ^BOOflOOf  w0paki  by  the  CoBimia- 

awnarofLoaMlbraaoriia)  •      -  8,009,178  83 


983,686,833  18 
Boring  tha  fourth  qoartar  of  the  year 

tha  payoMnU  aia  aatiBiated  to  amomU 

tottw-fbUofrtBgaoBB^vis:  . 
For  civil,  d^^omatie,  andmis- 

ceUanaoni  expanaea  -  9600,000 
For  naval  aervioe  -  1,500,000 

For  poHic  debt  to  the  1st  of 

ianoaiy,  181^  indosiva  -  3,000,000 

  6,000,000  00 


MaUattggather-  938,886,883  18 

Am  tha  raos^  into  the  Treiauiy  dnr- 
ing  tha  year  have  baan  eatfanatad  at  46,849,618  01 


Tha  son  lafk  in  the  Tiaaamy  at  Oa  and 
ofthayaarwiU  be  •      -      -       910,163,389  83 


And  wiU  connit  prindpally.of  Traaanry  notaa,  paid 
on  accooBt  of  the  revenue  and  of  loans. 

<y  the  uUmat«$  of  the  Public  Revenues  and  Bx- 
pendUurea  Jbr  1816. 

In  the  eonsideratton  of  this  sulneci,  it  is  pro- 
per to  premise,  that  tbe  revenae  of  1816  must  be 
charged  with  tbe  payment  of  a  coosiderabte 
amount  of  the  unliquidated  debts  incurred  during 
the  war;  and,  consequeoily,  that  tbe  proportions 


of  rerenue  and  expoftditare  for  thftt  yc«r  amaoe 
be  reduced  by  tbe  scale  of  a  Peaee  BsuUishmeat. 
The  armnigea  in  tbe  War  and  Nawr  Depan- 
meats  are,  generally,  tha  outsttDding  baluee  af 
tht  floating  pablie  debt,  iBetodlag  TnasBiy  aota 
and  temporary  loans,  and  mmtoe  satbfied  b^bie 
a  permanent  and  uniform  arrangement  of  the 
finaneea  can  be  effected ;  bot  it  is  betiend  (hat 
tbe  period  of  a  single  year  will  be  soffieienc  /or 
that  purpose. 

It  is  also  proper  to  premise,  that,  aliboogh  the 
estimates  of  the  demands  on  the  Treasury  fet 
1816  may  be  satisfactorily  made,  there  is  no  set- 
tled ground  upon  which  estimates  of  the  wap  | 
and  means  can  be  confidently  formed.   The  en- 
tire system  of  external  and  internal  taxation  matt 
ueeesaarily  be  revised  daring  the  present  aesuoa 
of  Congress,  and  the  soareea  aa  well  as  the  prod*  i 
net  of  toe  pnblie  rereaue  can  only  be  aaeertaincd 
from  the  result  of  the  legislatiTe  deliberationa. 
In  order  however  to  obviate  this  dtffieolljr,  m*  Ar  I 
as  it  is  practicabtei  dlstinet  atatcmenia  will  be  ' 
preseated  for  1816— L  Of  tbe  probable  demanda  i 
of  tbe  Treasary;  2.0fthereveoae,cttiauited  ae-  I 
cording  to  tbe  lawa  now  ia  Ibree ;  and,  3.  Of  the 
revenae,  estimated  aeeordiag  to  tbe  modiiea.  ! 
tiona,  wbieb  will  be  respeelfally  sabmitMd. 

1.  qfOepnbabkdcmaHdiamaeTyeamir^,  \ 
The  anoant  of  civil,  dinkwati^  and  mia- 

eelUoaoas  expensaB,  isaitiinilad  at  Aa  I 

aamof  %\fiMfiOO 

Tha  amount  of  militaiy  azpsHsa  is  oat^ 

mated  at  the  aum  of  •  -      -    li^MB^46  ' 

For  the  Military  Eatabludi< 

mentofI816   .  -98,118,168 
For  the  arrearages  of  1816, 

beyond  the  amount  of  tbe 

appropriationa  -      -      •  9,487,087 


Making  together  -  914,649,348 


The  amooot  of  the  naval  azpenaaa  (aop- 
po«ng  them  to  be  redoead,  on  the  Peaoa 
Eatabliahment,  to  one-half  the  amoont 
approfoiated  fi>r  1816,  and  adding  the 
annnal  iftprapriatien  <rf  $SttOfiOO  fiir 
the  pnrchaae  of  timber)  ia  estimated  at 
tbe  aum  of  a;716gU8 

The  amount  of  the  Mymanla  required  on 
account  <rf  tbe  pablie  debt  ia  aathaated 
at  the  sum  of    -      •      •      -      -  S3,81I^1S 


94VSM88 

For  the  interest  and  annual  reimburae- 

mentof  the  principal  of  the  fondaddebt 

prior  to  the  war  •  8^460^600 

For  the  interest  on  the  funded 

debt  created  since  the  war, 

estimated  on  a  eapitd  of 

970,000.000  •  .  .  4,800,800 
For  the  balance  of  pnne^ial 

and  intereat  on  Treaaoiy 

notes  of  every  denomination 

now  due  or  payable  in  1816 

and  1816,  or  eatimated  to 

be  paid  in  those  yean,  by 

being  received  fiv  dot^Ba 
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•ad  ttmn,  ■■  Mt  fiMtb  in  thi 
annexed  table,  marked  L  •  1S,408,6J9 
Toe  the  amonot  of  temporary 
loans  due  to  the  State  Bank 
of  BoBton,  ($500,0000  uid 
the  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
New  York,  ($200,000)    -  700,000 


Making  toge^  -  $23,81^013 


Fma  tfaii  aggregate  of  the  de- 
mand* iw  181(^  tfaa  eba^oi 
of  a  tempoiaij  nataua  bdof 
dedneteaytowtt:  dedaetUw 
amount  of  the  aTrMragwi 
fyr  the  raintaiy  «erf  icee  of 
1816      .      .      .      -  99^fi67 

And  the  amount  of  ttte  float* 
iDg  debt  to  bo  U^nidated  in 
18ie     ....  18,188,018 

  86^,600 


There  will  remain  u  the  probalile  annual 
expenditare  of  ihe  Peace  Eatabliah- 
moiit*  iadependent  of  any  addition  to 
the  Sinking  Fand,  tiw  ram  ef   -      -  9]7,S^M* 


%.Oftk»  revenue  for  1816,  ettimaUd  oeconBng  to 
the  ban  now  in  foru. 
Bf  tll'e  laws  now  in  force  the  rcTenae  trtsing 
from  eustoms,  during  ibe  year  1816,  will  be  af- 
fected  to  the  foUowiog  fnaooer:  The  preseot 
rates  of  duties  eontioue  uniH  the  18th  of  Fcbr«' 
ary,  ldl€^  when  the  daty  on  salt  imported  will 
eense,  and  the  rates  of  dnties  on  mcrehaadis*  of 
cTery  description,  itaported  in  Ameriean  vcssela, 
will  Tall  to  one-half  of  the  existing  amonnt,  with 
the  ezeeptioD  of  certoin  maanfactared  articles, 
being  of  the  same  kinds  as  the  manuractured  arii- 
cles  on  which  internal  duties  have  been  imposed ; 
the  duties  on  the  imported  articles  cootiniung  at 
the  exisiiog  rates,  so  long  as  the  existing  internal 
duties  shalfbe  eooiinued  upon  the  correspooding 
articles  of  domestic  maouiactare.  On  the  18in 
of  February  the  extra  duties  on  merchandise  im* 
ported  in  foreign  ressels^  which  is  now  15^  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  duty  in  American 
Teasels,  will  fall  to  10  per  cent,  on  that  amount, 
and  the  toonage  duty  on  foreign  ressels,  which 
is  DOW  92  per  ton,  will  fall  to  ^ty  ceats  per  too. 
The  extra  duty  is,  also,  liable  to  be  affected  by 
the  operation  of  tno  act  for  aboliihii^  all  dis- 
erimtnating  duties  upoD  a  batii  of  natural  reei- 
proeity. 

By  the  laws  now  in  force  the  revenae  arising 
from  internal  duties  will  be  affected  in  the  follow- 
ing manner :  The  duties  oh  bank  notes,  on  notes 
discoanted  by  banks,  and  bills  of  excbingej 
(commonly  called  the  stamp  duties,)  and  the 
duty  on  refined  sugar,  will  cease  on  the  ISih  of 
February,  1818.  AH  the  other  internal  duties, 
together  with  the  direct  tax,  and  the  increases 
rates  of  postage,  will  continue. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  rerraue  which 
will  accrue  to  the  United  States,  during  the  year 
1810,  is  estimated  as  follows: 
14th  Con.  Ist  Skss^S 


From  castMU     .      .      -      1      .  Vl8,080blMd 

internal  duties  .  .  -  .  7,00(MK)0 
direct  tax,  (net  produce  to  the  Tisa* 

suiy)   6,600,000 

sales  of  public  lands  -  -  ■  1,000,000 
postage  and  leeeifts    -  400^000 


>87,000j>00 


The  sums  actually  receivable  into  the  Treas- 
ury, during  the  year,  are  estimated  as  follows: 
From  customs      ...      -  .$20,000,000 
internal  duties    ....  6,500,000 
direct  tax,  inelnding  ariesrs  of  18  lA  ^S00,000 
the  ssles  of  public  lands  -  1,000,000 

postage  and  incidental  reee^    -  400,000 


•88,400,000 

If  to  this  be  added  the  probable  amount 
of  money  in  the  IVeasnrr,  at  the  coai- 
menesment  of  ib»  year  181^  whkh 
may  be  estimated,  exalnain  ef  ^rea^ 
uiy  nans  pul  in,  veerten^  le  Aot 
timer  MS  aecoant  of  lewne  iKd  «f 
loans,  at  the  sum  o#  ...      -  8^088^IC 


The  efisetive  ways  and  aeaM  of  1810 

will  prodttoa,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of  aS^IMMNMi 

But  as  the  demands  upon  the  TMaanty, 
for  the  same  year,  wiU  amouat^  as 

above  stated,  to   43,884,360 


There  win  be  left  a  dafldt,  to  be  snpplisd 
by  means  other  than  the  levenoe,  of 
the  sum  of  W^^fiSV 


3.  Of  the  revenue  fir  1816,  estimated  aeeor^ng  to  ike 
mod^fieathna  teniaA  totff  be  reafeetfiiUy  tuSmitted. 
From  the  review  of  the  financial  measures  of 
the  aoveromeoi,  in  reference  to  the  recent  state 
of  war,  which  constitutes  the  first  part  of  the 
present  report,  it  appears  that  the  almost  entire 
failure  of  the  customs,  or  duties  on  importations, 
and  the  increasing  necessities  of  the  Treasury, 
rendered  it  necessary  to  seek  for  pecuniary  sap- 
plies  in  a  system  of  internal  duties;  bat  botb  m 
respect  to  the  sabjecu  of  taxation,  and  to  the 
amount  of  the  sereral  taxes,  the  return  of  peaee 
has  always  been  contemplated  as  a  period  for 
revisitHi  and  relief.  In  the  Oilfilment  of  that 
policy,  a  reduction  of  the  direct  lax;  a  discon- 
tinuance of  taxes  wbicb,  upon  trial,  hare  proved 
unproductive  as  well  as  inconvenient ;  and,  above 
all,  the  exoneration  of  domestic  manufactures 
IVom  every  charge  that  can  obstruct  or  retard 
their  progress,  seem  to  be  the  objects  that  IHjrtie- 
nlarly  invite  the  legislative  attention.  There 
will  still  remain,  however,  a  sulEeient  scope  for 
the  operation  of  a  permanent  system  of  internal 
duties  upon  those  principles  of  national  poller 
which  have  already  been  respectfully  suggested. 

As  an  eqniralent  foi'  the  dimioation  of  the 
revenue,  by  the  contemplated  abolition  or  redac- 
tion of  some  of  the  duties  and  taxes,  and  in  ob- 
lervance  of  the  puldie  faith  wfaieh  is  pledged,  to 
the  case  of  sueh  abolition  or  radnelion,  to  nroride 
and  substitute  other  duties  and  taxes  eqaally  pro- 
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doeiive,  it  is  intended  retpnetftiUf  to  reeomneod 
s  eontinnanee  of  l&e  doty  on  imported  nit,  and 
n  eonii>etent  addition  to  th«  permtnent  rate*  of 
the  daties  on  nerebandise  imported.  la  the  gen- 
eral larifT  which  hat  been  directed  bf  a  rcaolution 
of  the  House  of  RepreaeDUtires  to  be  prepared, 
and  which  will  be  snbmitied  to  Congress  as  soon 
as  the  materials  for  forming  it  can  be  digested 
and  arranged,  the  snbieet  wiu  be  more  distiociljr, 
aa  well  as  more  eatisfaeioriljr,  presented;  but,  as 
■t  is  not  probable  that  this  measure  can  be  so  ma- 
tured as  to  ^  into  operation  on  the  18[h  of  Feb- 
ruarf  next,  it  becomes  necessary  to  suggest  the 
expediency  of  eoniiouiog  the  present  rates  of 
duties  until  the  30th  of  June,  when  the  new 
rates,  with  all  the  necessary  details  to  give  effect 
to  the  system,  may  be  iotrodneed,  and  sufficient 
notice  be  given  to  the  merchants,  to  regulate  thtir 
commercial  operations  accordingly. 

In  relation,  then,  to  the  intmal  daties,  it  is 
intended  respectfully  to  teeommcnd  that  the  do- 
titt  imposed  at  the  last  session  of  Coogress^  on 
Tarions  articles  Banafactured  within  lh«  0Dited 
Blatcs,  shall  be  abolished  on  the  IStfa  day  of  April 
BMt,  which  will  complete  the  year,  commencing 
from  the  time  the  daties  went  into  operation ; 
that  the  duty  imposed  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
States,  shall  be  abolished  on  the  30th  day  of  June 
next,  but  that,  at  the  same  time,  there  be  added 
100  per  cent,  on  the  rate  of  the  duty  which  had 
been  charged  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous 
liquors  in  the  year  1813;  ibat  the  duty  on  house- 
hold furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,  be 
abolished  od  the  31st  day  of  March  next ;  that  the 
additional  duty  imposed  during  the  Ust  session  of 
Congress,  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  be  abolished  on 
the  31st  day  of  December,  1816;  and  that  the 
duties  on  repned  sugar,  and  the  stamp  duties,  be 
eoniinued;  and,  finally,  in  relation  to  the  direct 
fax,  it  la  intended  respectfully  to  recommend  that, 
00  the  3l8t  day  of  March  next,  it  be  reduced  to 
one-half  of  its  present  amount ;  that  is,  to  the  an- 
noai  amoont  or  ^3,000,000. 

The  subtraction  from  the  rerenne  by  these 
ebanges  and  reductions  in  the  direct  tax,  and  the 
internal  daties,  is  estimated  at  the  annual  sum  of 
$7,000,000.  But  the  substitutes  for  supplying  the 
equivalent  amount  are  estimated  to  produce,  1st, 
from  the  increase  of  the  duty  on  licenses  to  dis- 
tillers, and  the  continuance  of  the  stamp  dnties, 
and  duties  on  reSned  sugar,  the  annual  sum  of 
$1,500,000;  2d,  from  the  cootiauanee  of  the  duty 
on  imported  salt,  the  annual  sum  of  $500,000; 
and,  3d.  from  an  increase  upon  the  permanent 
rates  of  duties  on  the  importatioo  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise, the  annual  aam  of  $5,000,000. 

The  full  effect  of  the  alterations  which  have 
been  stated  will  not  be  developed  until  some  time 
after  the  year  1816;  but  if  they  be  adopted,  the 
state  of  the  revenue  for  that  year,  in  the  two  views 
of  which  it  is  susceptible — 1st,  of  revenue  accrn- 
ine  during  tbe  year,  and,  2odly,  of  money  receiv- 
able into  the  Treasury  dnriiu  tbe  year,  may  he 
estimated  as  follows: 


1.  Tb«  revenae  wbieb  will  aeerae  in  1816  mmy 
beestiouied — 

FioBcttstoms  -  -  -  -  •^Vf^njM 
Vnm  iatenul  dattes  ...  -  4,6M,ni 
Frsn  dinct  lax,  (net  mimA  to  the  Tiaa- 

saiy)  »,700jm 

From  sales  of  pnUic  lands  ...  ifiOO.<m 
FiMi  postage  and  iasidsotal  lees^  4M,00t 


2.  The  monen  wbieh  will  be  aetnally  receiv- 
able into  the  Treasury,  from  rerenae,  in  1815, 
may  be  estimated— 

From  the  enstons  9*ifi00fitii 

Fion  iBtosasI  dntiss  ....  ^000;OM 
FromdirsettaZfiiKladingaiioaMeriSlt  •,000jtM 
From  sdss  of  pnUis  lands  .  -  . 
nom  postage  aod  umdsDtal  leee^  - 

$33,400,000 

If  to  the  sum  thus  estimsted  to  be  rsevvsUe  into  the 
Treasury,  from  the  revenue,  during  Uts 
year  1816  -  -  $SMO(MNM 

There  be  added  the  money  wludi  will 
probably  be  in  the  Treasury  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  year  ....  ^OOOyMW 


The  aggiegate  vrill  be  tbe  soai  of  - 
And  tbe  demands  bung  esiiinsled, 
above,  et  -  ■    .  - 


There  will  be  left  a  deficit  of  - 


30,404^000 


It  is  here,  however,  to  be  recollected,  (bat  the 
estimate  of  the  demands  on  tbe  Treasury  com- 
prehends the  gross  amount  of  the  arrearages  of 
(he  War  Department,  and  a  provision  fur  the 
whole  of  (he  floating  public  debt;  and  alibougb, 
for  the  purposes  of  a  iMislative  approprtaiioo,  (h« 
aggregate  of  tbe  expenditures  to  be  authorized  for 
the  year  1816  is  necestarily  made  the  basts  of  ih« 
official  estimates,  yet  the  uniform  experience  of 
the  Treasury  evioces  that  the  demands  for  a  eoa- 
siderable  portion  of  the  annual  appropriatioa  will 
□ot  be  made  during  the  year. 

It  mayalso  he  o^rved,  that  to  raise  ■  revenue 
by  the  imposition,  or  even  by  the  cootioaaDce,  of 
taxes,  adeqnate  to  the  immediate  discbarge  of 
every  unliquidated  demand  upou  the  Treasury, 
at  the  close  of  an  exneosive  war,  seems  hardly  to 
be  oecesvary  under  (ne  present  circumsiaoees  of 
tbe  country.  The  product  of  the  revesoe  ar- 
ranged in  the  manner  which  has  been  slated,  may 
be  estimated,  after  the  year  1816,  at  an  annual 
amount,  nearly  four  millions  greater  than  the  sum 
required  for  the  fntorest  oq  the  pnblic  debt,  aod 
fur  the  probable  expenses  of  the  Peaec  BstabUsk- 
ment.  If  the  nnUie  debt,  therefore,  were  ineruuMd 
in  the  year  1816,  by  a  sum  equal  to  tbe  wbeJe 
amount  of  the  deficit  as  above  stated,  an  eqaiva- 
lent  reductiob  would  be  effected  In  less  than  (vo 
years.  The  unexecuted  authority  to  bonvw 
money,  and  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  already  pro- 
vided by  the  acts  of  Congress,  is  sufficient  lo  en- 
able the  Treasury  to  meet  the  deficit  in  ciihct  of 
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Mt«e  nodes,  tad  eoMcqwatlf  ao  fartiMr  hflito- 
tire  lid  (except,  perhtpa,  in  tbe  modiftutioD  of 
tht  isMe*  of  TnMDrf  oolet)  ippMn  at  ihi*  tioe 
to  be  tcqaired. 

UL—Proponiiofu/or  the  improvement  and  mem- 
agement  of  the  revenue,  and  for  the  mpport  of 
pwilic  credit. 

The  profwutioM  which  an  warn  to  bt  respeet- 
TtiUf  ■nbmitted,  retaie:  1.  To  tbo  reranae.  2. 
To  the  Staking  Food.  3.  To  tbe  uiional  eir- 
onlatiiif  nndiDm. 

1.  yrepemtuma  rehltng  to  tie  raenue. 
ThechaDgeicoatemplaied  in  the  rereBoe^on 
the  etttmates  of  t  Peaoe  EstibUihaicat.  hsring 
been  ftiratdy  sttted  u  the  intended  objee^  of  cee- 
ommcadatioQ,  it  is  onhr  now  ncetMary  to  submit 
to  the  coQsiderMioa  or  Congnn  the  mcacBres  ce- 
joiriof  their  caootioo  for  earryiog  the  plan  inio 
sffeci. 

FirsL  It  is  respectfaUy  proposed  that  tbe  act  of 
be  lat  of  Juljr,  1612,  imposiDg  an  additional  dutjr 
if  100  per  cenL  upoa  tbe  permanent  duties  on 
iood«,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  tbe 
[Toiled  States  from  loy  foreign  port  or  place,  and 
Jie  act  of  the  29th  of  Jaly,  1813,  imposing  a  duly 
ipon  imported  salt,  be  contioued  in  force  until 
he  30th  day  of  June,  1816. 

Second.  It  ia  lespectfnUy  proposed  that  the  act 
)f  the  S4tb  of  July,  1813,  imposing  a  doty  on 
iQgar  redned  wltbin  tbe  United  States,  and  the 
ict  of  the  2d  of  August,  1813,  imposing  a  duty  on 
Mok  notes,  notes  discounted,  and  bills  of  ex- 
ibange^  be  continued  by  law,  in  force,  without 
imilaiiOQ,  baiwith  proper  amendmeou  to  render 
he  collection  of  tbe  duties  more  equal  and  more 
lerlaio ;  and  that  the  act  of  tbe  l&tb  of  December, 
.814,  imposing  duties  on  carriages  aod  the  har- 
less  therefor;  and  that  so  much  of  the  act  of  tbe 
E3d  of  December,  1814,  as  relates  to  the  duties  on 
ales  at  auction,  and  to  tbe  increasing  of  tbe  rates 
if  postage,  be  allowed  to  remain  in  force. 

Third.  It  is  respeoifutly  proposed  that  there  be 
.  reduction  or  modification  in  tbe  followiog  taxes 
,nd  duties : 

1.  Thai  tbe  direet  tax  be  redaeed  from  six  mil* 
ions  to  three  milUonsof  dollars, for  the y«ar  1816, 
nd  for  eaeb  suceoeding  year. 

8.  That  llie  dntiea  on  distilled  spiriu  bediseo»- 
inacd  after  the  30th  dar  of  Joae,  1316;  and  that 
he  duty  on  Ueeaiea  lo  distiUtia  be  raiaed  on  ihu 
ay  to  douUo  tbe  amount  fijud  by  like  act  of  the 
4th  of  July,  1813. 

3.  That  tbe  datiea  on  lieenies  to  reuilcrs  of 
riaee,,  B^Unoas  liqnen,  and  foreign  nerehan- 
jae,  be  redaeed  to  tife  rates  of  the  year  1813,  with 
roper  regard  to  tbe  periods  wbea  Uceneea  com- 
lence  aod  expire. 

Fourth.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  the  aot 
f  tbe  IStb  of  January,  1816^  end  the  act  of  (he 
7ih  of  February,  181&,  imposing  duties  on  various 
rtielea  manufactured,  or  made  for  sate  wiihin  the 
Fnited  Slates,  and  the  act  of  the  18ih  of  Jano* 
ry,  1315,  imposing  duties  on  howebold  furoitare 
ltd  mteheai  be  a^ate^  ud  ealin ly  repealed. 


Fifth.  It  it  mpectfblly  propoard  that  theMt 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1816,  farther  to  provide  for 
the  eollection  of  the  datiea  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, and  Che  aet  of  the  3d  of  Mareh,  1815,  to  Ik 
the  compensations,  and  inemae  the  responsibil- 
ity of  tbe  colleeiors  of  the  direet  tax  and  internal 
duties  and  for  other  purposes  connected  with  the 
eoUceiion  thereof,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  com- 
peosation  oi  the  eollcetora  of  tbe  direet  tax  aad 
iaternal  dfltiea,  be  eontfaned  io  foree  wiibovt 
Uaaiiation. 

S.  Prcpontkn  relating  to  tie  Siniing  AhuL 

The  iKnUng  Vand,  aa  it  ii  al  pnaant  conatilviadL 
uMmntatotbeanaaalBamef  -  9BJ000/m 


It  is  diaisedt  in  the  first  instsnce  with  the 
payment  of  the  interest,  and  tbe  sdoosI 
reimbnrsement  of  Uie  prinotpsl  of  the 
old  funded  debt,  which  will  rsquirs  for 
1816,  and  each  of  tbe  two  eoiuinK 
years,  the  snm  of     •      -      -      •  ^3,460,000 

And  it  is  charged  with  die  payment  of  tfis 
interest,  and  die  eventual  reimbnres- 
ment  of  the  principal  of  the  new  fand- 
ed  debt;  the  ialenst,  oompuled  on  a 
capiUl  of  970,000,000.  wUl  laqoire 
the  year  1816,  and  otA  ealaeaaeirt 
year,  tbe  snm  of      ....  4,SM^ 


The  total  ptaeant  ehsigo  on  the  SiiAiag 
Fund,  OB  aooeuit  of  the  fiuaded  deht^ 
being  the  aaual  san  of   •      -      -  #T,060.|00> 


In  1818  the  fund  will  be  released  irom  the  aiH 
nual  obarge  of  $1,380,000,  acemiog  upoa  the  oU 
six  per  cenu  stock,  as  ihestoek  will  then  be  paid 
and  extinguished;  but  in  the  same  year  it  will 
be  aubjeoted  to  a  charge  of  •3,000.000.  for  the  ftnt 
instalment  of  the  principal  ^  the  Loaisiana  stocky 
which  wUI  then  become  payable,  loeaebofiba 
two  suoeceding  years  a  similar  aam  will  be  pi^ 
able;  and,  io  the  year  1821,saehsum  will  bepap- 
atile  as  may  be  neeesaary  to  conplele  the  reim> 
bursemeat  of  that  atoek,  aad  which  is  etliMamd 
at  $1,923,500. 

The  Siofciog  Fund  is  also,  at  present,  charged 
with  the  payment  of  tbe  principal  and  interest  of 
the  Treasury  notes  issued  under  the  act  of  th» 
4th  of  March,  181^  aad  of  prior  aets,  and  of  eap> 
Mio  temporary  loans  obtained  under  the  loaaacia 
of  1813,  and  of  avbaequeat  yeara»  The  eeveral 
aets  curginff  tkeae  paymeou  oq  the  Sinking 
Fond  have  directed  taai  eoeh  sums,  in  mdditioB 
to  tbe  annual  appropriation  of  1^,000,000^  ihould 
be  uken  from  any  moneys  io  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropifhted,  as  should  be  aeeessary  te 
meet  and  satis^  tbe  demand.  Tbe  temporary 
loans  and  Treasury  notes  will,  therefore,  be  proln 
aUy  paid  or  absorbed  ia  1817;  aod  It  is  deemed 
unnecessary,  for  tb«  preeeot  purpose,  lo  include 
them  in  the  eoasideraiion  of  the  form  and  extent 
which  it  is  pnq;>ased  to  give  to  the  Sinking  Fund 
io  that  year. 

In  1803,  when  the  Sinking  Fund  was  estab- 
lished on  its  present  footing,  tbe  principal  of  the 
ptiUie  deU  waa  abool  «86;o00v000.aad  ika  iaiet 
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•ft  MiaaHr  ^ytbis  «poa  ii  »boat  94^.000. 
At  that  tisie  Uicre  was  mlgMd  t«  the  Smkii^ 
Fund,  oat  oi  the  public  reveBoe,  $8,000,000,  of 
vfeieh  «b«Dt  $3,500,000  Tv«n  aoDwUr  a|iplio»ble 
to  tfae  rtd««tioft  of  the  principal  of  ^^/OOOfiOO, 

At  the  oonntMeneu  of  the  fear  1817  it  ia 
•MhMlid  that  the  ptioeipa)  ^  tbe  funded  debt 
will  amoiiBtte  •110,000,000,  reqairiBrthesattof 
M45(V>00  for  the  parmnt  of  ile  annaal  inteieaL 
n  a  sun  api^tcable  to  tlW'  rcdnetioa  -of  the  Hte* 
eipal  of  the  debt  were  now  to  be  assifsed^  km0* 
ing  the  same  proportion  to  that  principal  which 
the  mm  assigned  in  1804  then  bore  to  tbe  prtnci- 
■iri.it  would  aflMnot  to  ftboat|)^aSO,000.  Whea 
It  19  added,  therefore,  to  the  son  of  #0.101^090^ 
which  ii  oecessarir  for  tbe  payment  of  tne  ioter- 
•■L  there  woald  be  reqoirea  for  the  amooat  new 
to  be  set  apart,  to  croastKate  the  Slakii^  Faid, 
the  sum  of  $10,500,000  per  inninn.  It  is  proposed, 
howerer,  to  carry  tbe  amount  ofily  to  the  sum  or 
910,000,000,  which  will  allow  about  $3,850,000 
As  applicable  to  the  redaction  of  tbe  principal  of 
tbe  debt;  a  sum  sufficieU,  if  strictly  and  regu> 
larly  applied  without  interraptioD.  upon  a  com- 
pooad  principle^  to  pay  off  tha  whole  of  thefuod- 
ed  debt  in  a  period  lasa  than  eigbtaes  ycare^ 

Upon  these  groaads,  thea,  the  Secretary  ofthe 
TvMsttry  respectfully  sobaiits  the  felkmiBg  pwp- 

That,  In  the  year  18iy,'aa#aBifvatty  is  «rcry 
subsequent  raar,  tbewWapilfDpriaferf  the  sum  of 
$2,00^000,  m  additioo  to  th»  satil  of  $9,000,000 
flow  annually  appropriated  for  tbe  payment  of 
theiutepcst  aod  principal  of  tfae  public  debt;  that 
Ih*  nayuMnt  of  tbis  additional  ram  be  made  out 
•f  tfaa  preeeeds  of  the  reveuae  derived  from  tbe 
easfotts,  the  sales  of  the  puMic  laadn,  and  the  in- 
ternal dntleft,  or  fVoA  either  of  them,  arailable 
after  the  paytnrtit  of  the  sudh  fbr  wbicb  they  are 
Mw  respeettVely  pledged  or  appropriated;  and 
that  the  saii  additional  sum  of  f%000,000  anna- 
ally  be  payable  to  the  Commissioners  of  ihe  Sink- 
ing I^iod,  to  be  applied  br  tbem  in  the  same 
anoacras  the  moneys  w4iMh  they  are  now  en- 
titled by  law  to  receive ;  that  is  to  sty,  1st,  w  the 

Cyment  of  the  interest  on  tbe jmUie  nnded  debt ; 
i\f,  t«thcreimbarsefflent  of^the  principal,  from 
tfme  10  time,  a»  the  sane,  or  any  portion  of  it, 
Malt  keeoMe  reimborsabla.  aecordiaff  to  the  terms 
M  tbeeontraets  by  which  it  has  been  created; 
and,  3diy,  after  ba'ving^  answered  these  por poses, 
if  therfrshall  remain  a  surplos  at  their  disposal, 
l»  tbe  panbase  of  sneh  parts  of  the  pohHc  fiindtd 
debt  aa  shalf  apptar  to  them  to  be  moat  for  tb« 
advantage  of  the  United  States,  in  the  manner 
Feaoribed  by  law,  and  at  a  rite  not  exeeediM 
tbe  par  triue. 


9^  PnfMiHm  rdatingU^  Jfaf&na/  cMuli^ 

Tba  dalieaerof  Aiaaobjeet  is  onlyeqaaUed  by 
ila  impoRaaoe.  In  preseating  it,  therefore,  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  there  is  oeeasien  for 
a&  implioit  reliaaoe  apoo  the  lefblatire  indal- 
gaaea. 

By  iha  filaaatitiuinLaf  tba  UaNd^MtOs,  Oott^ 


grass  is  ei^nsslf  vested  with  the  power  la  vtm 
money,  to  rcc«date  the  r^ue  of  the  domestic  sad 
&rei^  coias  in  circulation,  and,  as  a  necessM 
implication  from  positive  provisions,  to  emit  biOi 
of  credit;  wblle  it  is  declared  by  the  same  iostni- 
ment,  that  "no  State  shall  eont  money,  or  emit 
Wile  of  credit.'*  XSaim  AIs  Coastitnttnal  an- 
thority  the  mcmey  of  the  Uaited  States  har  been 
enaUishad,  by  law,  eonsistiat eoios  made  with 
gold,  silnry  orcopjter.  AU  metga  «old  end  ail* 
rer  eoiaa,  at  speciAed  rates,  were  pbeod,  in  tha 
first  iasuoce,  upon  the  same  faooay  with  ite 
coins  of  the  United  States,  but  they  ceaaed  (with 
the  exception  of  Spanish  milled  doTIara,  and  parli 
of  stioh  dollars)  to  be  a  Iwat  tender  for  the  par- 
ttent  of  deb«s  and  demands  in  the  year  ISOSi 

The  Conattnuionai  antfaoritT  to  emit  bHIs  of 
credit  has  also  been  exeroised  tn  a  qaaliSed  aad 
limited  manner.  Darfi^theexisteneeoftbeBank 
of  the  United  States  tbe  bills  or  notes  of  the  eof» 
poration  were  declared,  by  law,  to  be  reeeirabfe 
in  all  paymeoto  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
Treasury  notes,  wtilch  hare  been  uaee  issued  for 
the  serrlees  of  tbe  late  ww,  hare  beea  endowei 
with  the  same  qoatitr.  Btn  CoogrcM  has  nerec 
recognised,  by  law,  tiw  botea  of  aay  other  eorpo- 
raiion ;  nor  has  it  erer  aotborired  an  iastw  criT  bwa 
of  credit  to  serre  as  a  tm\  enrreae^ .  Tbe  a^ 
cepunee  of  the  notes  of  bao^  whicb  are  not 
established  by  tbe  Federal  aothority,  in  paymeats 
to  the  United  States,  has  been  preperljr  left  to  the 
vigilance  and  discretion  of  the  Bxecative  Deput- 
ment)  while  the  circolation  of  the  Treasury  nete^ 
employed  either  to  borrow  money,  or  to  discbarge 
debts,  depends  entirely  (as  it  miight  to  depend) 
upon  tbe  option  of  tbe  lenders  and  creditors  to  re- 
ceive tbem. 

The  Const!  Fotieaal  and  legal  fbundatioa  of  tbe 
monetary  system  of  the  United  States  a  tbo*  d/s* 
linetly  seeUi  aod  tbe  power  of  the  fVdeiai  Oor- 
ernment  to  institute  aad  regulate  it,  whether  ib» 
oireolMing  naeditHn  ctmaist  of  coin  ot  of  lOla  tf 
credit,  mnsL  in  ios  general  ptriiej,  as  wA  aa 
the  terms  of  its  inTestawnt,  Be  deeitted  aa  «da- 
sive  power.  It  is  true,  that  a  eystem  dependiac 
upon  the  agency  of  tbe  preciona  metals  wifl  be 
atfoated  by  the  varioas  cweuiMtaaeaa  whicb  di- 
minish their  quaatity,  or  detanmae  tbcir  qoaliiy. 
Tbe  coin  of  a  Sute  sometimm  vaaisfaBa  aadcr  tha 
iafioencoof  polittoai  abirau;  sometunea  ia  aua- 
seqaenoe  of  the  eXfUoHon  of  mereaotiie  apoen* 
latien^  and  someiiaMS  W  the  doaia  of  an  maif 
aoiable  course  (tf  trade.  Box  whenev«r  the  casr- 
^eucy  occurs  (bat  demands  a  obinige  systetttr 
a  seams  necessartiy  to  follow  tbat  tbe  anthoxity, 
which  was  alone  eompateas  le  eeiaWriitba  aw* 
lieoal  ooiB,  isalone  eanpcteat  tocMaceaBatiwaal 
safasiitnte.  It  baa  happaa^,  bowever,  that  ibi 
coin  of  tbe  United  States  has  nasad  to  be  tte 
ciicalatiBf  mediam.  of  «»Aaa|a4  and  that  aab- 
atioitebaa  bitherlD  faaen-pioviM  by  tba  aatioaaJ 
antbority.  DnriBg  Uw  Uh  «cw  tba  priDoiMl 
baaka,  eataUiahad  aoatbtMl  wtec  of  New  Baglaad, 
rsaolted  that  they  weaM  b»  Imgw  iaoM  osia  ia 
payment  of  tbair  aoias,  or  ef  tbe  draAs  of  ihcir 
cnunais,  for  meaef  rootif ed-  «poa  dtfeiiH  la 
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MmMt  tfa*  OoremflMQt  of  tbe  Ualtad  Biatn  luri 
too  p«nici|wticMi,  and  jret  ibe  imnedi»le  effest  of 
the  ael  wu  to  sapenM*  tbe  ooly  legal  eairuiftir 
of  tbe  utioD.  Bjr  tbis  act,  alihoagb  do  State  oaa 
ttonatitationallr  emit  bills  of  ctedtt,  cerporatiooi, 
eraeted  hj  tbe  Mwal  States,  have  beea  eaaUec 
to  oimidirts  a  paper  ne^om,  aiAijeet  to  manr  of 
dia  piaeiioal  ineonveaMMei  oT  lika  ptabibtiad 
billa  of  oredit. 

It  u  not  inteaded,  opoa  this  oeeaaioa,  to  oea- 
dama,  geafraU]r,  the  swpwflioo  >^  ^si»eoie  paf- 
ments }  £or  appearances  indieued  aa  appreaooias 
•liaii^  whieh  m«M,  probablv,  have  imposed  it  as 
•  meHOie  of  neeesHtf,  if  it  had  not  been  adopted 
aa  ameasttra  of  preoaotioD.  Battbedanoermieb 
ori^naUr  iadaced,  and  perhaps  Jastifie£  fthe  eoa- 
dnec  of  ue  hanks,  has  passed  awaf,  and  the  ooa- 
tianaoee  of  tbe  saspenaaoo  of  spceie  pafments 
most  be  ascribed  to  a  aev  aeries  of  eanats.  Tbe 
Mblic  credit  and  resoarees  are  ao  loitfer  impaired 
Of  tbe  deobta  and  agitations  MeiteddwiOff  Ihie 
war  bf  ibe  ptaetiees  of  aa  eacnir,  or  bj  the  in- 
loada  of  an  illieit  eoiaoierec ;  yat  the  mnmptieo 
of  apooie  paTtBeats  is  still  ^avented,  either  hf 
Aa  radaeea  state  itf  tbe  natioaal  ataak  of  the  fn- 
aiona  aaetals,  or  bf  iha.U|^heaeieo  of  a  fiKiher 
nadaelion  to  nrnt  Ike  WhtDees-  of  Jbteiga  trad^ 
m  bf  tha  redondant  issues  of  bank  papw.  Tbe 
praliable  dtreetiMi  aad  daration  of  ineae  latter 
eaoaes  ooastitalc,  tboefofc,  the  eacisting  aubjwt 
for  eonsideratian.  While  tbe^  eoatinne  to  oper- 
ate, singljr  or  eamlaBed,  tbe  aathority  of  tbe  States 
iadiriduallr,  or  the  ageaey  of  the  State  iosika- 
tions,  oeDootafibtd  a  lamet^  eonmeaautate  wtLb 
the  cril;  and  a  recurrence  to  tbe  aatioaal  aa- 
tboriiy  is  iadtspensaUe  for  the  tsetoialion  of  a 
naiiatMl  cnrrsDar. 

In  ibe  seWofion  of  tbe  means  for  tbe  aocetn- 
ptisbmeat  of  this  importaat  object,  it  may  he  adud, 
1st.  Whethct  it  be  inasiieable  to  renew  tbe  oir- 
eaktioattf^  gold  aad  aUrer  coins?  Sd.  Wbe- 
tlwr  the  Btala  faaaka  oaa  ba  auecetsfaUr  Mwlaf- 
«d  to  fittnish-aiuiflBrmieiitreaer?  3dtf.  Who- 
•hae  a  Natssnal  Bank  ean  be  mfkoyml  man  ad- 
VBMagaousty  ibaa  the  fitaie  faaMs  for  the  saaae 
yaipase?  Aiid,4tblir.  Whether  tha  Ooirenuoeot 
ean  itself  sapply  uid  raaiatatn  a  p^er  iaadiaaa 
of  excbaoge,  of  permaneat  and  aatfana  vidne ! 
tfaraqgfaoot  tte  Oaited  Blatea? 

1.  As  the  United  States  do  not  psmeai  viaes 
of  geld  oc  silver,  tbe  sapedf  of  Iboae  aacAala  mast, 
in  a  iimm  of  searcinr,  he  oeriaed  firam  fomign  eon- 
aaeroe.  if  the  baiaaoe  of  fosa^  eommente  be 
mtbramble,  tbe  sapplf  will  oot  be  obtaioed  ia- 
oideaiallf,  as  in  the  ease.of  tbe  retttraa  for  a  sar- 
plas  oi  AnHrieaa  ezports,bQt  mast  be  tbe  sobicct 
^a  dhectpofebase.  Tlie  ponfaaae  of  baltiea 
boarerer,  a  ooasmon  openuoa  of  eoasiBree,aad 
4apeadi^  like  oiiier  opetctiDos,  apoa  lbs  indaea- 
■eata  to  import  <he  artiela 

Tfaa  iadacemtets  to  impart  b^riliou' arise,  aa  in 
olhar  eases,  from  its  beii^  «b«ap  abroad,  or  from 
tta  bei^  dear  at-hoiae.  Notarithstanding  tbe 
eomaxmeas  in  floath  Amctaca,  as  welt  as  4n  fia- 
rope,  there  is  ao  reason  to  bamra  that  the  ^uaa- 
taraf  lb«piatieK8iitclBblsaa«r(aion  thai  at, 


KOf  former  Hriod)  iosnfficient  for  the  demand 
tbroi^out  the  commercial  and  ciril^ed  world. 
The  piiee  may  be  higher  in  some  coantries  thaa 
in  others ;  and  ii  mAy  be  different  in  tbe  same 
coiurtry,  at  difierent  times;  bul^  generally,  the 
E  nropeaa  stock  of  g<4d  and  silver  has  been  abuad- 
aa^  «vw  .daring  the  pnttraeted  war  which  by 
oifflioted  the  uatieos  of  Europe. 

The  parchaseof  bullion  in  foieigo  markets  npoa 
seaMwable  terns  is  then  deemed  practicable,  nor 
oaaits  imaortatioa  iAto  tbe  United  States  fail  even- 
tually to  be  profitable.  Tbe  actual  price  of  gold 
and  silver  in  tbe  American  market  would  io  itself 
afford  for  some  time  aa  ample  i»eoii«m,aUboagh 
the  fall  in  tbe  price  must  of  course  be  proptH-tioor 
ale  to  tbe  ioccease  of  the  quantity.  But  it  is  within 
the  scope  of  a  wise  policy  to  create  additional 
deaaaoB  for  ooio,  a^d  in  that  way  to  multiply  tbe 
induoeoients  to  import  aod  re  la  lb  tbe  metals 
wbieb  it  is  composed.  For  ijuianoe,  tbe  excea- 
sive  issue  of  bank  paper  has  usurped  tbe  place  of 
tbe  national  .meney,  and  under  such  ciroom- 
stancea  goldand  eilrer  will  always  oontmue  to 
be  tMatedaiaa  article  of  marohandiee:  batitis 
bOMd  that  tha  issue  of  bank  paper  viU  beeooa 
iMBsad  la  iu  jut  share  w  the  clrculatiog  mnlk- 
aa>  of  tha  eoontry,  .and  oooaequeatly  that  tha 
eoin  of  the  United  Stataa  will  rasume  its  l^ju- 
mate  capacity  and  character.  Again,  tbe  Treaa- 
ury,  yislding  ftom  necessity  to  the  general  im- 
piusc^  baa  hitherto  eonaeoted  to  receive  bank  paper 
in  tbe  payment  of  dutiesaod  taxes;  huttheperiod 
approaones  when  it  will  probably  become  a  da^r 
to  eaaet  tbe  payment  either  in  Treasury  notes,  ot 
in  gold  and  silver  e^n— ^tbe  lawful  money  of  the 
United  States.  Again,  tbe  ioatitations  wbiob 
shall  be  daemed  pBopar,  in  order  to  remove  eual- 
iag  inconveniences,  and  to  restore  the  natioaal 
oarrencf,  may  be  so  otBanized  as  to  aogage  ibiB 
iaterart  and  enterprise  of  individuals  in  jwovid- 
ing  the  skMos  to  eeiahliab  tb^m.  And,  fijia%, 
locb  nnlatioBanav  be  imposed  upon  tbe  «xper»- 
alMtt  oc  gold  aad  silver  as  will  aer>a  in  £unreio 
fiKand  aatain  tbe  i^ntity  reqnired  for  donapMs 
ases. 

But  it  is  further  believed  (hat  the  natiaaiU 
sMck  of  the  pieeioas  aaetals  is  not  so  redacedaa 
tofluder  the  eperaiioaof  raiastatiag  tbeirafsaof 
in  the  Aatioaal  ^arreney  either  dificalt  or  j^a- 
tnMtad>  Tbe  qtwntity  actually  possessed  by  tba 
oooatrv  is  eonsidenble;  and  the  resoseitatioa  of 
tbe  panlic  oonfldeace  w  bask  p^fter,  or  in  other 
Bobstitutes  for  coiit,  seeaps  alone  to  be  waotii^  to 
reader  it  cqaal  to  tbe  aoeustomed  eontribuiiaii 
for  a  citeolatiDg  medium.  In  other  ooaBtflies,iaa 
well  as  in  the  United  States,  the  effeat  eif  aa 
evofesive  iasoe  of  paper  raoacy,  to  baaish  the  pre- 
cious xaetals,  has  been  seen ;  aod,  under  cireun- 
slaoses  ouMb  more  disadraotageou*  than  the 
preseot^lheefieotor  pablie  confidtace  ia  aatiooil 
iasticnttoa^  to  oall  tbe  precioas  aMiaie  to  Iheir 
aaea  in  eaohaage,  has  alao  been  aperieaoed. 

Bveo,. however,  if  it  were  preoiieable,  it  baa 
aomctimes  been  questioned  wbtfber  it  woold  be 
palitio  again  to  employ  gold  aad  silver  for  tbe 
fKMpDMBofiaaationaloauufiy.  is««»fo«fjwd 
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voirenally  fopptMed  tbst,  to  maintain  a  p»per 
Dcdium  without  depreciation,  tha  eertaintjr  of 
being  aUe  to  convert  it  into  coin  waa  indispensa- 
ble ;  nor  can  the  experiment  which  has  giren  rise 
to  a  eontrarf  doctrine  be  deemed  complete  or 
eonelosire.  But,  whaterer  may  be  the  issne  of 
that  experiment  elsewhere,  a  difference  in  the 
•tractare  of  the  Qorerameot,  in  tbe  pbysteal  as 
well  as  the  politteal  aitnatioo  of  the  eoantry,  aad 
in  the  rations  depardnents  of  iikliutry,  seem  to 
deprive  it  of  aajr  important  iDfloenee,  as  •  preee- 
deat  for  the  Imittiioo  of  the  Uoited  Slates. 

In  offerine  these  general  remarks  to  the  eon- 
afderatioD  of  Congress  it  is  not  iotended  to  coo- 
Tef  an  opinion  that  tbe  eireolatloo  of  tbe  gold 
aad  silver  coins  can  at  once  be  renewed.  Upon 
aaoiires  of  public  coorenience  the  gradoal  at- 
tainment of  that  object  is  alone  contemplated ; 
but  a  strong,  though  respectful,  solicitode  is  felt 
that  tbe  measures  adopted  hj  the  I^tslaiure 
ahonid  invariably  tend  to  its  attainment. 

8d.  Of  the  serriees  rendered  to  the  Qorern- 
nent  by  some  of  the  State  banks  daring  Ifae  late 
war,  and  of  the  liberality  by  which  some  of 
Ibem  are  actoated  in  their  intercearse  with  the 
Treasury,  jastiee  requires  an  explicit  aeknowl- 
edgment.  It  is  a  fact,  bowererj  ineontesuMjr 
prored,  that  those  iDsiitutions  cannoi,  at  this 
nme,  be  anecessfully  employed  to  furnish  a  ani- 
fanrm  nattooal  carreocr.  Tbe  failore  of  one  at- 
tempt to  associate  them  with  tbst  Wew  has 
already  been  stated.  Another  attempt,  by  their 
■geney  In  eircalating  Treasury  notes,  to  over- 
eome  the  inequalities  of  the  exchange,  has  only 
been  partiallr  sueeessful.  And  a  plan  recently 
proposed,  witn  tbe  design  to  cartail  the  issues  of 
fnuK  notes,  to  fix  the  paUie  confidence  in  tbe 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank*,  and  to 
five  to  each  bank  a  legitimate  share  in  the  cir- 
eolation,  is  not  likely  to  receive  the  general  sanc- 
tion of  the  banks.  Tbe  truih  is,  that  the  charter 
restrictions  of  some  of  the  banks,  the  mutual 
relation  and  dependence  of  the  hanks  of  tbe  same 
Stale,  and  even  of  the  banks  of  different  States, 
and  the  duty  which  the  directors  of  eaeh  bank 
conceive  ihey  owe  to  their  immediate  eoastita- 
cnt^  upon  pointa  of  security  or  emolumeot,  in- 
terpose an  insuperable  obaiacle  to  any  voluntary 
arrangement,  upon,  national  considerations  alooe, 
for  the  establishment  of  a  national  medinm 
through  the  a^eney  of  tbe  State  banks.  It  is, 
bereribeless,  with  the  State  baob  that  the  mea- 
anres  for  restoring  the  national  currency  of  gold 
and  silver  must  originate;  for,  until  their  issues 
of  paper  be  reduced,  their  specie  capitals  be  re- 
iasiated,  and  their  specie  operations  be  cora- 
Beoced,  there  will  be  neither  room,  nor  employ- 
uentjOor  safety,  for  the  introduction  of  thepre- 
ciotu  metals.  The  policy  and  tbe  interest  oftbe 
State  hanks  most,  therefore,  be  engaged  in  tbe 
great  fiscal  work,  by  all  the  means  which  the 
Treasury  can  employ,  or  the  legislntire  wiadom 
ahall  provide. 

>d.  The  estahtishment  of  a  National  Bank  is 
Nigarded  as  the  best,  and,  perhapa,  the  only  ade- 
quate naenree  to  ceUera  tha  CMitry  awl  the 


Qoverament  from  the  present  embasrassBeMa. 
Authorized  to  issne  notes,  which  will  be  veccivtd 
in  alt  payments  to  the  United  Sutes,  tbe  eireuW 
tion  of  fts  issaes  wilt  be  co-exteosiTe  with  tbe 
Union,  and  there  wilt  exist  a  caasumt  decMa^ 
bearing  a  just  proportion  to  the  annual  amooni 
of  the  duties  and  taxes  to  be  collected, independ- 
ent of  the  general  circolatioa  for  eommercMl  and 
social  purposes.  A  National  Bank  wSl,  there- 
fore, possess  the  mean*  aad  tke  opportuaity  of 
snpplyiag  a  circulating  medlam  of  equal  use  aad 
ralue  in  erery  State,  and  in  aTwr  district  of 
every  State.  Sstablished  bytheanuioritT  of  the 
Qovernffleut  oi  the  United  Statc%  accreaiCcd  by 
the  Ooremment  to  the  whole  amount  of  its  notes 
in  circulation,  and  intrusted  as  the  depository  of 
the  Government  with  ail  the  aceomvlatioas  of 
the  puUic  treasure,  the  National  Bank,  indepead- 
ent  of  its  immediate  capital,  will  enjoy  every 
reeommeadaiioo  which  can  merit  and  secore  the 
contklence  of  the  public.  Organized  upon  prin- 
ciples of  reeponsibnity,  but  of  imfepeadenee,  tike 
National  Bank  will  be  retained  within  iu  Iqgitt* 
mate  sphere  of  action,  withoat  just  apprebeutoai 
from  toe  misconduct  of  its  direclorsj  or  from  tha 
eocroachmeois  of  the  OoveraoMnt.  Bmiaent  in 
iia  resources^  and  io  iu  example^  the  Natsonai 
Bank  will  eonolUale,  aid,  aad  load,  thm  Btmtm 
baafcs  io  all  that  is  neeessary  for  the  restoracioa 
of  credit,  public  and  prinie.  And  acting  upon 
a  compound  capital,  pardy  of  stock,  and  panlf 
of  gold  and  silver,  the  Nauomal  Bank  will  be  the 
read^  iastromeot  to  enhance  the  nine  of  ibo 
public  seeorities,  and  to  restore  the  curreucy  of 
the  national  coin. 

4th.  The  power  of  the  Government  to  snppl* 
and  maiotain  a  paper  medium  of  exchange  will 
not  be  queslioned ;  hot,  for  tbe  introdoettoo  of 
that  medinm,  there  most  be  an  adequate  motive. 
The  sole  motive  for  issuieg  Treasnry  notes  kms^ 
hitherto,  been  to  raise  mooey  in  antieipatioa  or 
the  reventte.  The  revenne,  however,  will  proba^ 
bty  beoome,  in  the  course  of  the  year  1816,  and 
continue  afterwards,' sufficient  to  dia^rge  all  the 
debts,  and  to  defray  all  the  expeascr  of  the  Qof^ 
eranent;  and,  cooseqneatly,  there  will  exist  •» 
motiTe  to  issue  the  paper  of  the  GoremaMutaa 
an  iastmrnent  of  crediu  ^ 

It  will  not  be  deemed  an  adequate  object  for  bd 
issue  of  the  paper  of  the  Government,  merely 
that  it  may  be  exchanged  for  the  paper  of  the 
banks,  since  the  Treasury  will  be  ahudaeiJf 
supplied  with  beak  paper  by  the  colleeuoaWlM- 
revenue ;  and  the  Government  cannot  be  expected 
to  render  itself  a  general  debtor,  to  order  to 
come  the  special  creditor  of  tbe  State  bankR. 

The  co-operation  of  the  GovemmeDt  with  tbe 
National  Bank,  in  the  introdoction  of  a  natioMl 
currency,  may,  however,  be  adrantageoualv  em- 
ployed by  issaes  of  Treasury  notes,  so  ItMg  as 
they  shall  he  required  for  the  public  aerrice. 

Upon  tbe  whole,  the  state  of  tbe  natioaal  ea^ 
rcocy,  and  other  imporunt  coosideratttMseso- 
neeted  with  tbe  opcraiiooa  of  the  Treasmy,MB-> 
der  it  a  doty  respaetfuUy  to  prepoae — 

That  a  National  Beak  be  esiaUishad  al  A* 
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I>rohibitum  of  the  Impottatfon  of  Ooane  QaUm  Ihbria. 


•Mj  of  Philadelphia,  hariag  power  to  ereet 
iranebea  elsewhere,  aad  ihat  the  capital  of  the 
!uink  (being  of  a  eompeteot  amount)  eansist  o( 
;hree-fourth3  of  the  public  stock,  and  ooe-foorth 
>f  sold  and  silver. 

Alt  whieh  is  mpeetfallT  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Secretary  of  the  TreoMury. 

[The  tabular  statements  accompanying  the  re- 
;iorl  being  rolumtoous,  are  uecessartlf  omitted.] 


PROBUmON  OF  THE  IMPORTATION  OF 
OOARSE  COTTON  FABRICS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Scnste,  December  18,  tSlfi.} 
7b /Ac  AonoraWfr  the  Senate  ondEnueofBqpre- 
tenlaUvee  tf  the  United  SkUee  tf  Ancnca  in 
Oar^rtn  oaserndfed ; 

The  petttioD  of  the  uDdersigned  citizens  of  the 
[Jnited  Slates,  couceroed  in  the  manufacturing  of 
toitoD  fabrics,iD  behalf  of  ihemaeUet  and  others 
Dterreted  in  similar  esiablisbmeots,  respectfullir 
ihowelb :  That,  during  the  late  aeasOD  of  domestic 
Nrestare, arising  in  ameaturefrom  tbeioterruptioo 
if  tbe  forei^  commeree  of  the  country,  your  pe- 
itioaera,  together  with  numerous  others,  citizens 
if  the  Uaiied  States,  undertook,  and  after  a  eon- 
iiderable  expenditure  of  moiley  and  of  labor, 
lavQ  at  IcDgth  partially  succeeded  in  the  erect- 
ng  and  putiiag  into  operaiioa  exteoiire  works 
>roployed  in  the  manaractaring  of  cotton  goods. 
That  Urge  sums  of  money  have  been  expended 
vf  your  petitioners  and  others  upon  these  objects. 
That,  bjr  means  of  these  exertions,  and  of  the 
fommoditiea  furnished  from  these  sources,  the 
iressare  of  the  late  war  upon  the  great  body 
)f  the  community  was  considerably  alleviated, 
rbai,  from  the  diflBcaltics  ioeeparable  from  the 
•stabiishmeut  of  oew  braoefaes  of  maouftcture ; 
,he  seareity  of  persona  properly  qualified  to  super- 
ntefid  ifaeir  operation }  the  eDormous  eompen- 
lation  demanded  by  those  whose  skill  aod  expe* 
■ieoea  were  requisite,  tad  the  high  priee  of  labor 
taroughoQt  the  country,  your  petitioners  have 
lOt  as  yet  been  remunerated  for  the  heavy  ex* 
leosea  which  they  hare  incurred,  while  the  pros- 
wet  which  is  just  opeoiog  of  a  free  and  uore- 
itricted  imporiation  of  thesamearticles  of  foreign 
naoufaeiure,  threaten  to  deprive  them  of  erery 
ixpectatioo  of  a  reasooable  profit,  and,  at  one 
>luWf  to  crush  the  establishments  themselves, 
lad  to  sink  the  capital  which  has  been  investea 
a  them. 

YoQr  petitioners,  under  these  circumstances  of 
mpeading  ruiu,  respectfully  entreat  the  iater- 
KMiiion  of  your  honorable  bodiok  to  preserve 
bem  aod  ibe  eountry  from  these  disastrous  and 
iat»l  rcsnlu ;  and  more  particularly  is  it  the  wish 
»f  your  petilionera  loeuMCstihe  propriety  and 
•xpcdieocy  of  afiiRtiBg  lliu.  dasirame  object  by 
mpoeiDg  an  absolnta  or  virtaal  prohibition  upon 
he  importation  of  foreiga  oottoa  iabriei  of  a 
nana  tcsture. 


Tour  pelitioners  will  not  at  this  moment  ven- 
ture to  encroach  upon  the  time  of  your  honorable 
bodies  by  eniering  into  a  minute  and  elaborate 
argument  to  substaDttale  their  claims  to  the  atlen- 
lion  of  Governmenij  or  to  prove  the  proposed  mea- 
sure reconcilable  with  the  permanent  and  solid 
interests  of  the  eommuoity  at  laige ;  but  tbey 
beg  leav^  respectfully,  to  submit  a  few  prominent 
facts  and  leading  arguments  bearing  upon  the 
qnettiou : 

The  establishments  for  the  manufacturing  of 
Tarious  articles  of  cotton,  which  have  already 
been  erected  in  the  United  States,  are  at  this  mo- 
meat  ezteDsire,  and  capable  of  afibrding  a  sup- 
ply nearly  or  quite  commensurate  with  the  de- 
mand for  domestic  consumption. 


They  have  afforded  the  means  of  employment 
to  thousands  of  poor  women  and  children,  for 
whom  the  ordinary  business  of  agriculture  sup- 
plies DO  opportunities  for  earning  a  livelihood, 
educating  them  io  habits  of  honest  industry,  and 
giving  additional  encoaragemeot  to  labor  and  to 
population. 

They  have  also  supplied  at  moderate  prieea 
the  necessary  demands  of  the  country  and  tbe 
Ooveroment,  daring  tbe  recent  interniplioo  itf 
our  foreign  trade. 

Tbey  nave  assisted  tbe  Soutbem  agrieulta- 
rist  by  the  consumption  of  some  portion  of  that 
superfluous  produce  which  was  deprived  of  Its 
ordinary  vent  in  the  demands  of  foreiga  nations. 

The  articles  which  your  petitioners  humbly 
suggest  may  be  subjected  to  large  additieoal  da- 
ties,  or  an  absolute  prohibition,  are  chiefly  the 
production  of  countries  lying  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope. 

Tbey  are  manufactured  in  a  large  proportion 
of  cotton  of  foreign  growth,  and  thus  intetfera 
with  and  discourage  a  primary  object  of  our  own 
agriculture. 

They  are  not  paid  for  with  articles  of  doraestie 
production,  but  occasion  a  continual  and  wastefot 
drain  of  specie  of  the  country. 

They  are  made  of  a  very  tnftvtor  materiaLand 
are  roaonfactured  in  a  manner  which  make  tnem 
a  mere  deception  on  the  consumer.  Nearly  all 
Earope  have  legislated  against  them ;  several  of 
which  nations  have  not  a  single  spindle  in  their 
dominions,  but  on  the  grounds  of  their  little  real 
usefulness,  and  as  sapping  the  industry  of  the 
country  ;  aod  by  thus  prohibiting  or  restricting 
their  introduction,  urge  tbe  peopK  to  seek  a  bet- 
ter substitute. 

They  pay  an  ad  vaiarem  duty,  and  add  but  a 
small  amount  to  the  resources  of  the  Treasury. 

They  aSurd  emplovmeut  to  but  a  few  tons  of 
our  shipping,  and  will,  in  all  probability,  be  beta- 
after  introduced  in  the  shipi^  or  Ifaioogb  the  me- 
dium of  a  rival  nation.* 


•  June  S4»  1816,  arrived  at  New  fork  the  EngliA 
■hip  PrioccM  Ohailetta,  TombnU,  from  Csleotta, 
itfadras,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  flftyfire  days 
from  St  Hetona,  with  nine  hundred  bagr  of  aagar, 
indigo,  spiees, saltpetre,  pepper, and  nearly  six  hn»> 
di«l  tone  of  piM*  goods,  CMMtod  fer  this  matter) 
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It  is  bradmtuinf  tbose  goods  ihatBnglaiuE  wilt 
not  herself  admit  for  home  coiuuiii|ttioD.  that 
we  eaeoarage  her  to  make  cenqneits  m  laaia,  by 
thus  makiog  them  valmble  to  her. 

Their  free  Introdaetioa  will  prove  the  oeces- 
uxj  mio  of  our  owa  estabtishments,  and  the 
total  lou  of  the  immense  capital  now  invested 
in  them. 

Tour  petittonen  are  aware  that  the  measures 
which  they  have  respectfully  suggested  may  seem 
to  militate  against  one  of  the  fundBmental  princi- 
fdet  of  political  economy,  as  laid  down  by  tbe 
ablest  writers  on  the  subject,  viz:  that  trade 
should,  as  far  is  practicable,  be  left  free  and  un- 
restratoed ;  and  that  beary  imposts  or  prohibitions 
upon  foreign  commodities,  with  a  view  of  en- 
eouragiag  their  domestic  production,  are  usually 
inimical  to  the  general  interests  of  tbe  commun- 
ity, and  productive  of  injurious  results.  Your 
petitionen^  withont  impugning  the  lonndness  of 
this  doetrine  in  theory,  woula  reipeclfuUy  sug- 
gest that  it  is  an  abstract  speculation,  requiring, 
when  reduced  to  practice,  numerous  and  import- 
mnt  exceptions  from  its  literal  importjand  always 
dependent  ujpon  two  bases  essential  to  its  accuracy, 
and  which,  from  tbe  operation  of  human  passions, 
can  larely  be  calculated  upon.  First,that  the  role 
is  universally  adopted  and  acted  upon  as  a  priiKi- 

ge  of  policy,  regulating  tbe  practice  of  all  those 
reign  nations  with  whom  we  have  commercial 
deahags.  Secondly,  that  the  freedom  of  com- 
merce shall  never  be  interrupted  by  a  recurrence  to 
hostilittes,  or  embarrassed  by  the  watebful  jealousy 
of  foreign  rivals.  Unless  these  ctrcumsunces 
Ibrtunatelv  eoncur,  it  will  not  unfrequeoUy  hap- 
pen that  the  strict  adherence  to  the  tetter  of  the 
rule  will  operate  as  a  manifest  violation  of  the 

Erinciple  upon  which  it  is  founded,  and  which  it 
I  dcsigDed  to  express. 

When  tbe  jealousy,  the  policy,  or  ibe  ignorance, 
ofothernations  have  occasioned  the  adoption  of 
•pcci^  exceptions  among  tbemseltres,  the  equal 
regard  lo  every  branch  of  industry  which  it  was 
tbe  intention  of  the  doctrine  to  preserve  unim- 
paired, as  well  as  a  wise  regard  to  our  own  inter- 
ests, will  frequently  require  that  these  partial  and 
injurious  aberrations  should  be  met  and  counter- 
acted by  correspooidiag  deviations  on  our  part 
from  iu  original  strictness.  If,  in  order  lo  obtain 
or  preserve  a  permaaeat  monopoly  of  certain 
branches  of  trade,  one  nation  vexes  and  harasses 
every  rival  that  can  iaterfere  with  this  favorite 
object  of  policy,  the  ordiaary  dicutes  of  prudence 

Mx  hundred  tons,  st  the  Itrge  sllovsnoe  of  four 
OBBces  to  Ae  yard,  will  mske  sboat  firs  jnillton  of 
ymsds;  St  an  average  sale  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
wd,  is  9l,iO0fi06  i  thus  one  Hoglo  ship,  and  she  a 
nrrign  ship,  ^ws  frtmi  tbe  stock  of  indtutry  of  the 
United  BUtes  $1,800,000  that  might  have  Mmained 
with  the  CMunon  atock  of  indoatiy  of  the  «ounti7,aiid 
Kteially  pat  out  at  eonpound  interest  for  tiw  benefit 
oftheeonntiy  generally:  wbcieas  it  will  new  he  drawn 
fioB  MU  nevtr  again  to  a^ev,  and  our  own  poor 
wmisn  and  duldiwit  not  pipable  otherwise  of  eanuag 
Ihing,  dirowa  back  upon  tiwi  commani^  fer 


wooM  require  that  these  attonpCa  ahfldUbate* 
aisled,  and  their  injnrioas  owfeMquneea  to  oar- 
selves  be  averted.  It  is  an  mdispuied  Taet,  that 
every  nation  with  whom  the  United  Steles  have 
or  can  expect  to  have  commneial  inlareowac 
have  studiously  sought  by  artifieial  nuans  to  ae* 
cure  some  peculiar  advantage,  or  to  guard  agaiotf 
some  appreheiuled  evil,  1^  occasionally  favoring 
certain  branches  of  commerce  and  certain  aiticles 
of  manufacture.  Recently  there  has  ^neared 
no  disposition  among  them  to  adopt  more  liberal 
principles  of  policy.  The  Prince  of  Orange,  the 
intimate  ally  of  England,  without  a  spindle  in  his 
domiaioM,  since  the  peaoeinfiarew^^rehib- 
ited  the  impenatien  of  oatUii  twist  aad  -the  coarser 
cotton  goods ;  all  cotton  goods  that  shall  not  have 
cost  thirty  cents  per  square  yard,  and  all  couon 
colored  goods  tbat-shall  not  bave  cost  thirty-sri 
«eBt8  per  square  yard.  Fraaoe  has,  mere  than 
aix  years  since,  prohlhtted  all  cotton  ram  aad  aJJ 
cotton  goods  from  beyond  tbe  Cape  of  GcnnI  Hope, 
England  doea  aot  awnit  an  article  far  home  use 
that  has  the  appearance  of  being  maaafa^redi 
but  gives  a  bcwaty  to  the  exporier  of  her  own 
manufactured  cottons.  Whether  their  example 
may  be  adduced  as  a  proof  that  tbe  results  of  ex- 
|>ertenee  sometimes  militate  ag^iast  the  deduo- 
tioDs  of  speculative  theory,  or  vbetb«'  tbe  United 
States  are  not  reijuired,  by  a  wise  attmtioo  to 
their  own  interests,  to  provide  against  the  ineoa- 
venienees  to  which  they  iiave  thus  been  aobjeoled 
by  tile  policy  of  other  aatioaa,  yoar  petitioaen 
would  hambly  submit  to  the  eooaldecation  of 
your  honorable  bodies. 

The  frequent  interruptiens  lo  which  even  tbe 
freest  eommeree  is  ezpoaed  opens  a  atUl  more 
fruitful  seuree  of  augment  in  uivor  ef  your  aeli- 
liouers.  While  aatMas  ate  aalgetted  to  man 
their  foreign  trade  embenaased  or  imiwded  in  ile 
operations  by  the  hostile  ag^eaaioDaoftboseonr 
wfaoae  meawKs  they  have  no  cesiral,  it  weald 
deserve  another  name  ihaa  philost^ieal  wte- 
dom  to  permit  an  adherence  lo  a  tcofaniei&  vala 
of  theoretical  politics  toio4erfiefewith,or  pteveat 
a  watchful  aUeatien  to  their  own  vital  iaictcsis. 
The  evident  tendency  of  an  urestraiiied  trade  is 
to  create  a  mutual  ud  equal  depuideB^  aMong 
nations,  and  to  preserve  among  them  the  retatioas 
of  peace  by  wilh<tewiag  from  all  evevy  iadaee- 
meot  to  war.  So  far  as  one  country  receive*  the 
superfluous  productions  which  minister  to  its  n- 
tiacial  wants  or  laxurteus  habits  from  another,  tb^ 
eflect  will  be  produced,  and  the  dcpeadenee  that  is 
created  must  he  reciprocal.  But  when  we  fdy 
upott  a  foreign  market  £»  commodities  of  uiver- 
sal  and  necessary  consumption,  we  receive  <mkf 
the  superfluous  pradaetiMs  which  th^  can  apare, 
aod  subject  ouraelvea  to  an  absolaie  Jupwiauati 
upon  their  capriees  or  paaaioasj  in  which  we  mmf 
be  compelled  to  submit  to  indignity  and  oapfsa- 
sioo,  or  to  draw  upon  ourselves  the  moat  gnevem 
sufleriags,  and,  perhaps,  alter  rain,  by  nMHag 
their  asgnwrous  and  galliag  ontcagea.  Bwry 
nation,  iberefoce,  whose  govemmeat  has  Isea 
administered  with  sagacity  and  wiadon,  and 
whose  natural  resources  did  not  inleit|nMma» 


Digitized  by 


Prohibitim  of  the  jhyiiftfwi  ^  OMiif«  Cotton  Fhbria. 


1660 


mountable  barriers  to  the  uienpt,  has  labored, 
UDremittiogly,  to  pJaee  those  objects  DpoD  which 
Ihey^  depended  for  sabsisteaee  or  defence  beyoad 
the  xcttch  of  aceideat  or  war,  by  eaeoDiagiog  their 
domeatie  ^odaefion  at  crerjr  ezpanse,  and  at 
ererf  aaeilfiee. 

Toar  petitioMen  voold  respaetfalljr  sabmit 
(bat  the  donastie  manofaetnre  of  eottoa  goods 
comes  within  this  laat  mentioned  exoestion  in  two 
ways.  The  caltiration  of  this  article,  as  a  ]>r»- 
duct  of  agricalture,  ia  an  object  of  primary  tm- 
fortuea  to  a  large  and  vealthy  seetioa  of  the 
Bounlry;  and  the  eonanmption  of  ibe  coarser 
cotton  fabrics  extends  to  eqnaUy  and  nnirersally, 
as  to  include  every  fiunily  within  the  territories 
of  the  United  States.  Unless  the  domestic  maa- 
ufaeturing  eatabltshmenu  can  afford  a  partial 
Teat  for  ue  prftducUoav  <^  the  Southern  agricul- 
turist, and  anord  an  adequate  supply  for  tlie  ex- 
tettsire  demands  of  a  population  of  eight  millions 
of  people,  any  sudden  interruption  «  our  foreig* 
eommerce  most  be  prodactive  of  the  moat  4isa»- 
troua  ooDsequences  to  all  the  growers  and  all  the 
souamers  of  the  af  tiete  in  question  ;  and  aboold 
this  interruption  prore  permanant,  or  evea  he 
protracted  to  a  period  not  exceeding  the  ordinary 
sontinuaace  of  modern  wars,  may  erentuata  in 
the  utter  ruin  of  nuoy,  and  the  ezlrame  distress 
3(  all.  The  growers  of  cotton  most  lose,  or 
rhange  llMir  crops;  the  consaraers  most  pay 
uormMU  prices  for  articles  of  daily  and  Jini- 
r«rsal  uae,  oi  faaTe  reeoorae  to  those  vtetahed 
ixpedients,  the  nseof  whieli  is  enrgeaecated  by 
ueesiity. 

Nor  will  these  erils  be  prerented,  or  erea  in 
my  considerable  degree  alleviated,  by  domestie 
>8tahLiibment8  in  a  season  of  calamity,  created 
for  the  emergeiiey,  and  perishing  with  the  eic- 
sumstaaeca,  wkish  gave  them  birth.  Blaniifac- 
uiries  are  erects  at  an  cnonneiis  expeme  of 
si^iital ;  ud  time,  iadnitry,  and  experieoce  are 
required  for  their  effsctoal  operation.  The  cpbe- 
ueral  attcmpu  to  which  a  severe  pressave  would 
{ive  rise  most  be  of  nncerutn  dtvation ;  and 
nooatcottsfls  well  as  imnediate  profits  will  he 
wrong  froaa  the  distress  of  others,  to  afford  some 
remanaiattoo  for  the  risk  that  has  been  ineoned. 
ft.rtiolea  of  neeessacy  coBsuaaptioa  will  be  aob- 
tected  to  the  most  enonnous  variations  in  their 
price,  and  extravagant  and  casual  profits  will 
take  the  place  of  the  moderate  aad  reasonable 
returns  of  asafs  and  certain  trade. 

Tovr  p^itionen  wonldrespeetfullysabfflitihat 
the  injurious  eonscqueaces  which  they  have  thas 
tiriefly  sketched,  can  be  effectually  provided 
k^aiostj  only  bf  a  liberal  eocouragemant  «C  the 
iomestie  maaufacturea,  by  an  absolttte  or  vtrtaal 
jrohibition,  duiog  a  period  of  peaee,  of  foreign 
oommodiiies  of  the  saaM  description ;  and  they 
would  beg  leave  futther  to  suggest  that  the  pre- 
tent  aeason  affords  a  happy  opporiuaiiy  for  the 
ntarposicioa  of  Congress  to  prevent  these  evils, 
wd  to  protect  those  n^oae  individual  and  naas- 
daled  exertions  have  hitherto  tended  to  avert  or 
Oleviate  tham. 

U  oannot  have  enapad  the  attentioa  af  four 


honorable  bodies  that  it  would  be  the  obvieua  io- 
tereat  of  the  European  nations,  and  consistent 
with  those  maxims  of  policy  by  which  their  mea- 
suraa  have  ever  been  guided,  and  to  which  they 
•re  at  this  moment  giving  addittooal  efficacy,  to 
crash  the  infant,  and  as  yet  immature,  esoiblish- 
ments  in  this  country,  which  threaten  at  no  dia* 
tent  period  of  time  to  interfere  with  their  own 
profits,  and  to  place  us  above  a  dependence  which 
It  has  ever  been  their  anxious  wish  to  extend  and 
strengthen.  By  pouriog  in  upon  us,  dnring  the 
preeent  year,  a  flood  of  goods,  at  reduced  prices, 
this  result  woald  in  all  probability,  be  accom* 
plished,  and  there  is  too  much  reason  to  appre- 
nead  that  their  respective  Governments  would 
shrink  from  no  pecuniary  assistance  to  farther 
the  mercenary  views  of  individual  cupidity.  If 
these  rivals  be  once  crushed  to  the  earth,  even  by 
a  large  temporary  sacrifice,  it  will  be  in  their 
power  effeetoally  to  prevent  their  second  growth, 
and  ^Bs  to  hold  a  complete  control  over  our  con- 
swnera  and  oar  planters,  by  r^olating,  according 
to  their  owa  dieoretion,  the  price  of  toe  raw  pro- 
duction  and  the  uaaanetared  commodity  in  our 
maAets,  and  tbo*  tq  perpetuate  a  dependence 
which  their  monopolising  predilections  are  hat 
too  prone  to  abuse  to  our  detriment. 

Your  pelitioaers  would  further  respectfully 
aubrait  to  the  coosideration  of  your  honorebn 
bodies,  that,  at  thit  period  of  general  pacification 
tbrooghout  Europe,  every  nation  will  oecome  the 
eanier  of  its  own  articles  of  production  and  con- 
sumption ;  that  a  large  portion  of  our  accttstomed 
commerce  must  necessarily  perish,  and  the  means 
of  diaohargiog  the  enormous  balance  in  favor 
-of  Eoglaod'wni  soon  beuhaaated  by  a  total  drain 
of  oor  specie  from  the  conntry,  already  at  a  pre- 
mium «f  fifteen  per  cent.  Under  these  eircum- 
staaees  the  eaoonragament  of  the  domestic  manu- 
factures of  the  coarser  goods  would  tend  much  to 
prevent  the  embarrassments  likely  to  enaua  firoia 
this  aspect  of  afihlrs,  and  to  relieve  the  conatry 
from  Iheca  thfeaieaiag  ertls. 

Themaoa&ctwingesuUisbments  in  this  ooan- 
Iry  have  now  allaiM«  a  degree  of  importance,  and 
aabvaoe  ao  gwtt  a  variety  of  interests,  as  to  en- 
title (hen  tosane  portion  of  the  liberal  patronage 
of  Government.  Commerce^  agriealiure,  and 
manafWluMe,have  become  intimately  connected, 
and,  if  duly  and  proportionably  encouraged,  will 
mutually  aaaist  and  support  each  other.  The 
natural  advantages  of  the  country  have  opened  to 
its  citiseae  a  broad  and  even  road  to  prosperity 
and  greatness.  To  harmonize  the  various  inter- 
ests of  the  whale^and  jlo  •omplcte  ihagmatcirole 
of  nattonal^ravdeur,  manofoetoriea  are  esaentiatUf 
necessary.  The  advantageous  sites  for  the  erec- 
tion of  saitahle  works  which  every  district  aap- 
plies,  render  it  emphatically  an  object  of  national 
importaoeej  -by  the  purity  of  manners,  and  the 
bktoUigenee  iniieh  emineady  characterize  oar 
ei^ens:  the  wholesome  jealonsy  vritfa  which  all 
moBopounog  institations  are  rmrded,  and  the 
salutary  saperintendence  of  a  vigilant  and  impair 
tial  adraioistration  of  the  laws,  promise  to  Rcare 
01  fiK  ogei  against  those  evils  of  which  polhicius 
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mod  mmliati  bara  eonsideied  tbcm  to  be  pro- 
dactire. 

Yoar  peiitioDers  would  beg  leave  to  call  the 
atteniioD  of  yoar  honorable  bodiei  to  some  of 
tboie  interests  which  would  be  protceted  bjr  the 
iDeafarepropoied,aod  toaomeof  Oieeoiwequeneet 
of  which  it  would  be  productlre. 

The  growersof  cottOD  would  be  presented  with 
a  coDveoieat  market  for  a  targe  portion  of  their 
produce,  not  sabject  to  the  0actuations  of  political 
events,  nor  controlled  by  the  cupidity  of  foreign 
traders, certain  in  its  demand,  and  enlarging  with 
the  increasing  consumption  and  abilities  of  the 
country. 

The  consumers  would  be  assured  of  a  ocrer- 
lailiag  supply  of  welt-wrooght  fabrics,  daily  im- 
proTing  in  Quality  and  dimiDisbing  io  price,  and 
unaffected  by  ibe  interfereoec,  the  jealonsyi  or 
the  hostility  of  foreign  natioot. 

The  country  woold  preserre  the  whole  amount 
of  capital  already  inresied  in  these  establishments, 
be  no  lunger  subjected  to  the  uncertainties  of  for- 
eign trade  for  an  imporunt  article  of  necessary 
eomsumptioD,  enlarge  and  increase  the  objects  of 
industry,  affording  new  encouragements  to  her 
population  and  emigration  to  our  country  of  for- 
eign artists,  and  reli«Te  herself  from  the  pressure 
oia  serious  balance  against  her  in  her  foreign 
trade. 

To  the  Qovernment  would  be  secured  the 
means  of  clothing  its  troops  under  every  emerg* 
cncy,  and  anew,  certain,  productiTe,ana  increas- 
inc  source  of  revenue  during  a  season  of  war. 

The  internal  and  coasiiog  trade,  and  the  com- 
munication between  the  different  and  remote  sec- 
lions  of  the  country  would  be  substituted  for  tn 
inconsiderable  and  injurious  branch  of  foreign 
commerce,  harmoniziog  their  conflicting  and 
jvrina  interests,  and  strengthening  the  bonds  of 
mutual  dependence. 

These  considerations  your  petitioners  would 
beg  leave  to  press  upon  the  serious  attention  of 
your  honorable  bodies  in  suppwt  of  the  measure 
they  have  proposed,  relying  implicitly  upon  the 
patriotism  and  wisdom  of  Congress  for  the  adop- 
tion of  some  means  of  relief  and  encouragement. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will 
erer  pray,  &o. 

JOHN  R.  WATROUS,  and  oOera. 


FHOTEGTION  TO  MANUFACTUREB8. 

[GoBBnnakated  to  the  Senate.  December  SS,  1816.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled  : 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales,  being  a  committee  appointed  by, 
and  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  cotton  manu- 
facturers residing  in  Providence  and  its  vicinity, 
respectfully  showeth:  That,  in  consequence  of 
the  interruption  of  commerce,  and  relying  on  the 
MTotable  disposition  uniformly  manifested  by 


the  Goranment  of  the  United  States  towaida 
domestic  mannfaeturea,  your  Detitlonera  have,  at 
a  great  expense  of  monejr  ana  labor,  erected  and 
put  into  operation  extensive  works  for  maaafae- 
tortng  cotton  goods.  Most  of  the  establishmenu 
for  this  object  have  been  completed  wiibia  a  few 
years,  and,  owine  to  the  numerous  and  uoaroid- 
able  difficulties  always  attendant  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  new  branches  of  business^  and  the  embar- 
rassmenu  arising  from  the  situation  of  theforet^ 
relations  of  the  country,  the  proprietors  have, 
hitherto,  been  prevented  from  reaping  the  rea- 
sonable profits  which  they  calculated  to  obaio. 
During  the  continuance  of  the  late  war,  in  addi- 
tion  to  the  ordinary  expenses  aifd  difficulties  of 
prosecuting  the  business,  they  had  also  to  «rqg>- 
gle  againrt  tbt  mormoos  advances  in  the  price 
of  almost  every  article  thcj  need,  together  with 
the  trouble,  cost,  and  delay^  which  aeeraed  from 
the  necessity  of  transporung  by  land  the  raw 
material,  and  every  other  eommtwity  reqaimi  /or 
the  supply  of  the  manufactories,  and  for  the  sojH 
port  and  maintenance  of  the  peo[de  em|^oyed 
therein.  The  same  burdensome  ezpenseand  dis- 
advantage  were  also  experienced  in  eoBTeying 
the  goods,  when  finished,  to  distant  markeu  for 
sale.  But  while  your  petitioners  hare  bad  to 
lament  that  the  circumsunces  of  lbs  times  did 
not  permit  them  to  realize  the  profits  which  they 
had  a  right  to  expect,  tbey  had  the  satisfaction  to 
perceive  that  the  nation  was  deriving  great  and 
important  benefiu  from  their  labors,  receiTtoft 
from  the  skill  snd  tndnstiy  «f  our  owa  citiztii% 
vast  supplies  of  useful  and  necessary  c(»nmocll- 
ties,  at  moderate  prices,  calculated  for  nnivoaal 
consumption,  and  at  a  period  when  thty  conM 
not  be  obtained  from  abroad;  and  that  employ* 
meot  and  the  means  of  earning  a  eom/brlable 
livelihood  were  at  the  same  time  extended  to 
thousands  of  poor  people,  dep«ideot  on  their  Jabor 
alone  for  support,  and  who  must  otherwise  have 
been  reduced  to  a  itate  of  misery  and  waaL 

The  event  has  also  fully  proved,  in  the  opimoaa 
of  your  petitioners,  that,  by  due  enconrageraeat 
on  the  part  of  Qovernmeot  to  domestic  maoofae- 
lures,  there  may  be  insured  to  the  country,  fron 
this  source  alone,  an  abundant  and  regular  sup- 
ply of  the  most  essential  and  important  kinds  «f 
cotton  goods,  at  fair  prices,  and  independent  of 
foreign  nations. 

Your  petitioners  would  now  respectfully  rep- 
resent that,  in  addition  to  the  aceomulated  em- 
barrassments and  losses  under  which  they  have 
labored,  the  pressure  of  which  has  been  se  great, 
during  the  fast  year,  as  to  induce  maay  m  tihe 
manufacturers  to  contract  their  bnsineis,  and 
some  to  sus^nd  it  entirely,  the  free  and  nare- 
strieted  admission  at  present  allowed  into  the 
United  States,  of  cotton  fabrics  of  foreign  pro- 
duction, not  only  extinguishes  the  hope  a  rea- 
sonable profit  in  future  from  the  manofaetun  af 
simitar  goods  at  home,  but  threatens  the  spesdf 
destruction  of  the  esUblisfaments  already  etwted 
for  that  purpos^  and  the  loss  of  the  imsMaae 
capital  invested  in  them.  They,  therefcm^  earn- 
esuy  entreat  the  iuterposttioa  <u  your  hmoiaUt 
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hoify  to  prcBarre  them  from  impeiHliDg  rain. 
Tbey  lie  the  more  encouraged  io  this  appUem- 
tioD,  as  ther  coneeire  the  time  proptt ions  for 
GoTcromeBt  to  extend  iti  fostering  care  to  the 
maDofaetures  of  the  eoantry,  and  are  convinced 
that,  the  reqaeet  aceoids  with  the  general  feelings 
and  witbei  of  the  people,  and  with  th«  beat  ia- 
tcraats  of  the  nation. 

As  an  eligible  nwde  of  efieeling  the  object  in 
Tiew,  year  petitioners  would  rtapectfally  tabmit 
to  the  eoDsideration  of  Congress  the  ezpedieaey 
of  prohibitingt  bv  law,  the  Inportatim  of  all  cot- 
ton goods,  (aanlEeens  excepted.)  the  prodnetlon 
of  coontrics  beyond  the  Cape  of  Ctood  Hope,  ud 
of  ao^meating  the  doty  on  those  of  a  coarse  tez- 
tare  imported  from  other  parts  of  the  world. 

It  iawcU  kaowD  that  the  cotton  fabrics  of  India 
are  made  from  very  inferior  stock,  and  that  they 
are  ao  badly  maoofaetared  as  to  be  of  little  io- 
triasie  ratae,  compared  with  the  sobstautial  and 
durable  manufaolures  of  oar  own  country;  and 
it  is  belieTed  that  almost  every  oatioo  of  Europe 
has  found  it  expedient  to  discourage  their  use,  by 
subjeetiag  them  to  very  heavy  doties,  or  have 

Srohibited  their  importation  entirely;  and  it  is 
eaerriog  of  partiottlw  obsarratimi  that  their  coo- 
aoroption  is  iaiardieted  in  Bogland,  although 
thcr  aro  the  prodoetion  of  her  own  emonies.  It 
is  also  a  weighty  consideration  that,  being  made 
wholly  of  a  material  of  foreign  growth,  so  far  as 
their  introdnetioD  is  permitted,  they  operate  to 
deprive  onr  own  citizens,  engaged  in  the  eultiva- 
ttcm  of  cotton,  of  their  best  and  sorest  market, 
and  thus  injurloualy  affect  one  of  our  most  im- 
portant branches  of  agriculture. 

In  order  to  show  the  extent  and  importance  of 
the  cotton  manufacture  in  the  United  States, 
jom  petitioners  b^  leave  respectfully  to  state 
that  it  baa  been  satisfactorily  ascertained  that  io 
the  small  distriet  alone  comprised  within  a  circle 
of  thirty  miles  from  Provioeoce,  there  are  not 
less  than  one  bnndred  and  forty  maoofactorin. 
containing,  in  actual  operation,  more  than  1^000 
i^ndles,  aod  capable  of  holding  a  much  larger 
Binbar,  few  of  them  having  yet  reoeived  their 
full  oomplement  of  maehinery.  The  quantity  of 
ttottoa  whiefa,  in  their  present  state,  they  spin  in 
a  yanr,  aiay  be  compated  at  29,000  bales,  which, 
when  maanfaetnred  into  cloth  of  the  daseriplioos 
commonly  made,  will  prodoce  87,84(^000  f  ardsk, 
the  weaving  of  which,  at  the  average  pnoe  of 
eight  cents,  amounts  to  92,237,800,  and  the  total 
value  of  the  cloth  will  exceed  $6,000,000.  To 
complete  the  manufacture  from  the  raw  mat«iaL 
until  the  goods  are  fit  for  market,  it  is  estimated 
would  afiord  steady  and  eonitant  employment  to 
36,000  persons.  But  the  benefits  resulting  from 
this  vast  amount  of  labor  are  much  more  exten- 
airdv  diffused  than  if  tha  whole  were  done  by 
paople  constantly  engaged  in  the  biuineas,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  it  Min|r  performed  bj  those 
who  are  partially  occupied  m  otiwr  parsuta,  par- 
tieularljE  the  weaving,  which  is  almost  wnolly 
•xecBied  at  the  fiurm-hooses  throoghoat  the  eoan- 
tir,  few  of  which  are  to  be  Aond  not  sopplied 
vithloomf. 


In  this  estimate  are  not  intended  to  be  Included 
the  numerous  classes  of  persons  engaged  in  occu- 
pations indirectly  connected  with  and  dependent 
upon  the  manufacture,  such  as  those  employed 
in  furnishing  the  various  kinds  of  machinery 
used  in  (he  works,  io  supplying  the  people  with 
provisionsand  other  necessaries  and  oonveniences, 
iQ  transporting  goods  to  and  from  the  manufac- 
tories, t<^tber  with  those  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade,  in  brin^^iDg  the  raw  material  and  other 
commodities  reqaired  for  the  use  of  ibe  establish- 
menu,  and  in  eooTeyiog  the  manufaclnrea  lo 
market. 

From  this  cursory  view  of  the  subject  a  faint 
representation  is  exhibited  how  intimately  the 
cotton  mattufBCture,  although  but  io  its  infancy, 
is  united  and  bleoiled  with  almost  every  other 
ooottpation  ;  thus  creating  an  interest,  io  a  greater 
or  leas  degree,  in  all  classes  for  its  maiotenancc 
and  success,  and  involving  in  its  destruction  very 
disastrous  consequences  to  the  whole  body  of  the 
community. 

Your  petitioners  know  of  no  description  of  per- 
sons who  are  not,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
benefited  b^  this  braooh  of  maDufacture,  except  a 
few  capitalists  engaged  in  the  trade  to  Indin,  a 
commerce  affording  employment  for  edmparm- 
tively  but  few  of  our  ships  and  mariners,  far  Itu, 
it  is  nambly  conceived,  than  wonid  be  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  coasting'  trade  arising  from  tha 
manufacture  at  home  of  the  same  quantity  of 
goods  imported  from  thence.  Nor  does  it  anord 
a  market  for  a  single  article  of  our  own  produe* 
tioo,  but  operates  as  a  continual  and  destructive 
drain  of  the  specie  of  the  country,  the  scarcity  of 
which  is  at  this  moment  most  severely  felt.  It 
may  be  also  worthy  of  remark  that  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  revenue  arisiog  from  the  increased 
consumption  of  indigo  and  other  articles  used  ia  > 
d^iog,  and  the  various  commodities  and  mate- 
rials required  in  the  erection  of  the  works,  and 
in  the  different  processes  of  the  manufaeturf, 
many  of  which  are  subjected  to  heavy  datien^ 
would,  it  is  hamUy  believed,  nearly,  if  not  en- 
tirely, remonerate  the  Treasury  for  the  loss  occa- 
sioned by  the  interdietion  proposed. 

Your  petitiooers  are  awaie  that  it  has  been  a 
favorite  maxim  with  some,  that  commerce  should 
be  left  free  and  unrestrained ;  and,  while  they  arc 
far  from  being  disposed  to  controvert  its  correot- 
ness  as  a  general  rule,  subject,  like  all  others,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  to  particular  excepiiona 
and  modifications,  they  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
stiggest  that  they  believe  it  far  safer,  aad  mora 
agreeible  to  the  dictates  of  political  wisdom,  to 
follow  in  the  beaten  tract  of  successful  eiperi- 
enee,  rather  than  to  pursue  a  coarse  of  policy  not 
sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  any  other  commer- 
cial or  ounufacturing  people,  and  resting  solely 
on  opinion  and  theory  for  its  support.  All  tboaa 
nations  which  have  carried  commerce  and  maao- 
factures  to  the  greatest  extent,  have  judged  it  ex- 
pedient to  protect  their  citizens  against  foreign 
competttioD.  No  Qovemment  has  beea  more 
vigilant  and  rigid  in  this  partienlar  than  that  of 
Bn^nd— «  poliey  wbieh  it  has  atcadily  parsiu4 


Digiltzed  by 


Googit 


UK 


for  Bfei,  aod  which  has  Wea  crowaed  with  nn- 
«xsmpled  raecesa.  While  the  lame  priftciplM 
QODtiaae  to  bt  penerered  io  hy  othtr  Mtions,  t 
eoBinrf  pnciice  on  tha  part  of  the  UaitMl  Statai 
would  niDject  ns  to  a  apeeiM  of  coloiual  depend- 
«nee,  na  wing  bi  at  once  die  Tiotim  of  oar  own 
Ubenlitj  and  a  prey-  to  foreign  enpidity  and 
caprice. 

Voor  petitioner*  wonld  endcarer  to  avoid  en- 
croaching opon  the  time  of  yonr  hoooraUe  body, 
by  the  repetition  of  aiganents  of  a  general  na- 
l«re,  which  hare  been  often  a^^,  m4  which 
must  readily  occur  to  every  reflecting  mind;  bat 
deemiaff  the  anbiect  of  primary  iasportaaee  in  a 
naiiooal  point  of  Tiew,  and  deeply  MTeetinr  their 
iodiridnal  interests,  tbey  pemade  tbemselreH  it 
will  not  be  considered  «Dtrnsive,  BQcciaetly  to 
enumerate  some  of  ibe  particular  and  immediate 
•dnatagea,  which  they  eoneeire  the  country 
■roald  deif  re  from  the  cMtension  of  the  patronage 
of  <3ovemiiieot  to  the  manafaetnre  in  qnestion. 

!t  would  inanre  a  constant  and  compeMnt  sup- 
ply, at  reaatmable  prices,  of  articles  wanted  for 

SiDcnl  and  daily  eonsnmption,  not  liaUe  to  be 
mmiptcd  by  the  hostility  or  iojoatfoe  of  for^n 
fi&tions. 

The  internal  and  coasting  trade,  which  has 
always  been  considered  as  the  most  advaittageoas 
|o  a  nation,  and  worthy  of  a  high  degree  of  public 
CBcoaraeemeot,  wonld  be  thereby  promoted  end 
cxteodeO;  and,  by  the  mntual  interchange  of 
commoditiee  between  the  remote  sections  of  oar 
extensive  country,  would  have  a  salutary  nod 
jNvwsrfuI  tendencv  to  bind  and  link  togetWcr  the 
nrions  oaru  in  the  bonds  of  reciprocal  depend- 
ucc  ana  friondship. 

By  B  poHton  of  oar  popalalion  betog  engaged 
in  Bsaofactures  a  market  woald  be  creaied  at 
home  for  the  prodoctieas  of  agrlcttltave,  not  sab- 
jcot  to  be  destroyed  «r  materially  injofed  by  the 
enmity  or  jealouMcs  of  foretgn  QoTemmenlsi 
Thn  eonsideration  is  the  more  importance  In 
the  present  state  of  the  world,  when  a  getteral 
pacification  has  taken  place  between  the  aations 
ti  Sarope,  which  promises  to  be  of  loog  dara- 
tton,  and  forbids  the  expectation  that  the  prodnc- 
«ions  of  the  United  States  will  oontinae  lo  esra- 
■nnd  snch  high  prices  abroad  as  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  while  those  nations  were  engaged 
in  the  most  desiniotive  and  saagniaary  wars. 

A  sure  and  regalar  demand  woirid  be  produeed 
for  a  coDsidcrabte  portion  of  the  eett«a  raised  in 
the  United  States,  eootinaally  angmenting  with 
tM  means  of  maaufacturiDg  ii,  awTthe  increwiAg 
consompHon  of  tin  goods. 

It  would  enluge  the  field  of  usefal  industry 
Md  enterprise,  and,  by  multiplyiiig  the  soarcea  of 
vculth  and  the  means  of  sabsisteaee,  would  ea- 
conrage  population  and  the  emigniioo  to  our 
eenntry  of  foreign  artiste  and  others,  bringing 
with  them  the  latest  inprovemeois  in  manufkc- 
Mres  and  the  mechanic  arts.  The  vast  capital  al- 
vaady  invested  in  these  establishments  would  be 
preserved,  and,  by  its  aetiye  and  saceessnil  em- 
JHoyment.  would  continue  to  cootrHrate  largely 
M  the  nehes  and  prosperity  of  the  ution. 


Toor  petitioners  woald  further  rcepectMly 
sBggcat  that  the  coltea  fabrics  of  Indim  asnallr 
impoeted  into  tke  United  lEtetes,  beiiijg  v&  ■ 
coaisc  tCKtiae  and  dicaply  nude^  their  prime  eau 
is  very  InconsldOTable,  and  paying  only  ma  ad 
ealeran  dtuy^  they  afford  bat  a  mmli  ineome  u 
the  Treasury;  and  the  loss  tnearrad  by  their  a- 
elusion  might,  it  is  humbly  conceiTcd,  in  a  gveai 
degtee,  if  not  wholly,  be  resteced,  by  iiMmaaiin 
the  duty  «i  the  coarser  kinds  of  oocton  #eoda  in- 
ported  from  olfaer  parts  of  the  wocUL 

Th^,  therefore,  pray  year  faoaoi^e  tedy  le 
take  their  ease  into  yonr  seriaas  censidoatiea, 
and  that  a  law  may  he  passed  pfohibi^^  thi 
impoftatsoD  of  all  oottoa  goods,  (naakccrnti  ex- 
cepted,) the  production  of  places  beyond  the  Caps 
«r  Oood  H^.  and  htyiag  aoeh  dnty  on  those 
a  coarse  texture,  imporceo  fBom  otur  eoutricsj 
as  shall  give  ta  your  petiiionen  the  aeoassary 
peotaetion  aad  tdief,  and  as  Caaffrsas  ioiteir 
wisdom  may  dean  aEpedicnt. 
And,  as  in  duty  hound,  wiH  ever  pray, 
James  BatriUfjr.     Philip  Allen, 


Daoiel  Lyraan, 
Thotnas  Bargees, 
Timothy  Greene, 
Beth  Wheaton, 
George  Jaeksoa, 
lames  Rhedasi 


Abr*m  WUbMOa, 
Amasa  Uason, 
Samuel  Aaaea, 
Jofan  a.  Dexter, 
Saanel  W.  Grsene, 
/osL  T.FfanUin, 

Qramaaffae. 


PROTBomHr  TO  THE  8UOAX  n^AHms 

OF  LOVIBiAMA. 


CCoaunnnieatsd  to  the  House,  Jannaty  G,  181S.] 
ToU^  konorubU  tke  Smote  and  Mbtm  «f  Mm- 

The  oemorial  of  the  augar  piasters,  dtnaas  «f 
tbe  State  ef  Lombiana,  lespectftiUy  repinin>- 
Thet  ihm  is,  perbaps,  ao  eultave  aiore  impartant 
and  advantageous  to  the  Uailed  States  than  that 
of  the  sagar  canc;  the  produce  of  which,  ths^h 
at  first  Msked  among  the  hixariee  of  Uie,  hti, 
teom  its  ooiwnal  use,  become  an  article  ef  the 
first  necessity.  Befbretneaoft^itionof  t«oaisiau, 
vast  same  ef  moaey  weve  lost  to  the  U^ted  SiMei 
in  the  porchase  of  sagar,  num,  and  minnacs,  mute 
in  the  ^ast  aad  Wait  ludies,  from  whence  alsae 
these  commodities  w«M«blaiaed.   In  tineefwar 
soppliesfrom  tbeaceare  precarious,  aad  tfee eon- 
samor  would  bs  either  entirely  deprived  «r  those 
necessary  articles,  or  could^^ttain  theoaanly  at-cz* 
travagaat  rates.  It  is,  then,  obviously  tbe  iateml 
of  tbe  Uailed  States  toeacouiage  theotdttvatieBer 
the  caa&  and  te  aeeon  to  thenadees  die  adna- 
cages  whidi  ItouieiaBa  ofen  in  (hie  pattiedv- 
Whilst  its  citizens  rejoice  in  the  means  wUeb 
tare  has  placed  with  in  their  reach,  of  eopplyiagit 
wants  of  the  other  Stales  of  the  Uaieo,  thn^ 
at  the  sauM  time  to  lament  that  their  ahilfr^u 
effect  it  will  depend  on  the  foeteiiag  aid  4f  4e 
Oeoeral  aevemmeot. 

Beyond  all  othen^  the  caltare  ot  the  eaaih 
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^nded  with  dUBealtiei.  Il  requirw  enormoos 
^  itals.  The  laods  that  produce  it  are  dear, 
to?  gnp  of  shivea,  and  Mboring  animali  an 
^ired,  immense  edifices  are  to  be  erected, 
Is,  add  expenrire  Qteasils  are  to  be  obtaioed ; 
■  to  those  the  costly  Md  ttogeasio^  labor  that 
:  eqgired  in  formiog,  aod  keeping  up  the  works 
t  are  necessary  to  prevent  the  overflowing 
the  mighty  stream  that  borders  those  lands, 
c  numerous  canals  Tor  draining  tbem,  and  with* 
!V  which  they  would  not  be  susceptible  of  cal- 
cation  i  so  ibat  after  a  fortune  has  been  coa- 
«nedi  aitd  often  distressing  debts  incarred,  years 
I  yean  ^pse  before  the  most  fortuoate  and 
•i:ee8sftri  reap  the  reward  of  their  expenditures 
^  toils.  It  is  true,  ia  a  propitious  season  this 
cliure  affords  greater  profit  than  any  other,  but 
iiiBM-MM  and  dMaMw  an  the  aeciikMS'  thM 
,jeB  blaat  the  hopes  of  the  planw.  The  eUmata 
(iubieet  (o  hurricanes,  the  raraget«f  which  not> 
ily  destroys  the  crop  in  the  groimd,  and  often 
expectation  of  the  one  ensuing  it,  but  levels 
»he  ground  the  buildings  which  bad  been  erected 
j-soen  an  immense  cost.  Those  aM  erlls  which 
jgar  planters  every  where  experience;  bnt  there 
^  ot^n^  which  are  the  peculiar  seoargeof  those 
^Xjoniaiana—an  early  frost  prerenta  the  maturity 
I  the  cane,  and  greatly  injures  its  yield;  a  warm 
ty,  in  the  season  of  maifing  sagar,  occasioning 
to  fermeoii  sours  the  juice,  and  destroys  the 
bor  of  the  year;  the  coldness  of  the  climate, 
id  destructive  attacb  of  worms,  to  which  the 
me  is  subject,  rei^uires  it  to  be  freqoeally  re- 
tanted,  and  is  a  serious  drawback  on  the  planter. 
1  the  growth  of  one  acre  is  oaly  auffioieni  to 
lani  four ;  the  same  cause  also  men  destroys 
le  cane  intended  for  plants^  aad  blasts  bis  hopes 
r  the  ensuing  crop.  At  times  h^  winds,  or 
le  neglwenee  of  an  indiridnal,  ea  wig  a  break 
I  the  dike  that  retains  the  rlrer,  ihtt  water  rnsh- 
ig  down,  sweeps  buiIdinffs,  crop)  an4  aarhnals  be- 
we  HjAmI  epteadingon  aA  sides  carries  irresistible 
rtn  it.  SMi  iw»datioa»,  by  eoreriog  the 
elds  with  a  poor,  sandy  sediment,  often  readers 
lem  for  many  years  useless,  and  they  are  not 
fif>«<)wat.  With  such  serious  evils  to  contend 
rith,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  planter  of 
touniaha  can.  withont  some  eocouragement  from 
ie  Government,  stand  in  competition  with  those 
rho  rear  the  plant  in  iu  eoni^otal  climate;  yet 
:  is  impossible  for  him  saccesafuUy  to  atteod  to 
ay  other  touch  of  agriculture.  Indigo,  cotton, 
>Mceo»  and  sugar,  are  the  only  kinds  of  produce 
i^ioh  bare.as  yet  been  considered  as  suitable  to 
aacnnntry.'  About  thirty  years  ago  the  raising 
i  injUgn  abiolatdf  eaaaiw  lo  «md  ih*  means 
>f  saWsMM*  tn.  cb*  euimftor^  tab— eey  Md 
iAeriMfd% eoMon  wwa  leaoviad  ta;  but  experi» 
•ee  haa  sMtfat  th*  imannribiiitiy  of  Maadiag  ia 
ompetition  with  the  Sutes  of  Virginia,  Mary- 
ini,  aad  KanMeky,  with  regard  toiebaeaot  <lrom 
pfhenM«iir«nfi^lieafore«0«umpthm  areatpreseor 
koeired,  aad  those  of  Geoi|^  the  CaroHnas, 
I'enneasee,  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  that 
f  cotton.  The  planters  of  Louisiana,  therefore, 
lOptt  that  ih*  literal  ricwi  of  Congress  will  in- 


duce that  honorable  body  to  come  to  their  aid. 
As  part  of  the  American  iamily  they  believe  it 
soffieea  for  them  to  make  known  their  wants  to 
the  eommon  parent,  to  have  every  proper  relief 
extended  to  them.  But  they  address  it  with 
more  confidence,  from  the  conviction  that  tbe 
interests  of  the  unron  londly  demand  that  this 
disunt  State  should  be  assisted  in  securing  to 
herself,  and,  eonseijnentty,  to  the  nation,  tbe 
vast  ad vanta^s  which  its  climate  and  situation 
promise.  With  the  encouragement  of  Coi^ress 
she  would  in  a  few  years  be  able  to  supply  bar 
sister  States  with  sugnr,  rum,  and  molasses,  and 
will  in  return  consume  a  considerable  portion  of 
their  produce  and  manufactures.  Political  con- 
siderations require  also  that  this  distant  and 
frontier  State  should  be  strengthened,  and  its 
popttkiton  augmented;  let,  then,  the  only  kind 
of  agneulcwe  for  whioh  nsdnve  intended  heb 
whicfa  rise  alone  of  all  the  Btaiea  ia  eapable  d 
prednaingj  and  wbiak  ia  at  the  sum  time  so  es- 
sentially necessary  to  all,  be  fostered  and  en- 
couraged. 

We,  therefore,  humbly  eatvaal  yonr  honotiUe 
body  that  ihe  same  sound  policy  which  has  hith- 
erto invariably  excited  the  General  Governmeni 
to  protect  the  growing  manufactures  of  our  eoni- 
try,and,  consequently,  made  us  in  many  branches 
completely  independent  of  foreign  nations,  may 
be  extended  to  the  cultivators  of  the  cane,  and 
that  the  duties  laid  during  the  war  on  foreign 
sugar,  rum,  and  molasses,  m  made  permanent  by 
law.  BERNARD  MARIGNT, 

Naw  OcLBAHa,  LouiaiAMA,  1825. 


MIUTART  AND  NAVAL  BXPBmHTUBSg; 

[Comwmiosted  to  the  House,  Febniaty  S,  1816.] 
Taa*»DaT  DarMmMHT,  fVt.  5, 1816. 

8n :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  tbe  House 
of  Representatives,  passed  yesterday,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Register  of 
the  Treasttry,  aad  the  stttenlenCi  wbteh 
pany  it,  viz : 

(A.)  A  comparative  statement  between  the 
annual  amount  of  the  expenditure  for  the  Mili- 
tary Esublishmeut  of  the  United  States,  as  rei^ 
dered  by  the  Treasury  Department,  under  a  res- 
olution of  tbe  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Uaited  States,  of  the  20th  of  January,  1816^  aad 
the  stotement  thereof  furnished  under  the  moUip 
tion  of  the  Hoose,  of  the  Slst  of  BCarob,  1610. 

(B.>  A  oonparatire  stMemeat  between  the 
Mtnnal  amonnt  of  tbe  eapenditi»e  for  tbe  Navy, 
of  tbe  Onited  Stasest  as  rendered  by  tbe  Trcae- 
■ry  Depanmeni,  aoder  a  resolatioa  of  (be  Hoaaa 
of  Repccscntaavee  of  the  United  Stttet,  of  the 
30th  of  Janaary,  181^  and  the  stateBMBt  thereof 
furnished  under  the  resolution  of  tbe  Hovs^  9t 
tbeSlst  of  March,  1810. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  HniBT  Cut,  i3fi9aker,  fc 


Digitized  by 


AEFnmx. 


■fate__a     -  -  »  - ■     »     »  ■— -m  .  ■ 


TBBABtJBT  Dbparthbht,  Rboi8tbh*s  Oppiob,  JFV6niary  5,  ttUt 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  papers  A  aodB,  being  coroparative  statements  betwceaiW 
annual  amount  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Miliiarjr  and  Naval  Establish  meats  as  rendered  br  tk 
Treasury  Dep&rtmeol,  under  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  tbe  UaUcd  atua 
of  the  20th  of  Jauuarf ,  1816,  and  the  statement  thereof  furnuhed  under  tbe  resolation  <tf  tkt 
House,  of  the  31st  Mareb,  1810.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOSEPH  SOXJR8K, 

Hon.  Ai^BunoBB  J.  Dallas,  Secretary/  of  the  TVeaturjf, 

(A.) 

A  eomparaHve  xtotemeiU  fietwem  the  onntial  amount  ^  Qu  erpendUwrttfiT  tht  MUitarw  EHaihth- 
matt  the  United  Statet,  at  rendered  by  the  TVeoraiy  i>^artmettt,  under  a  reaoZHf  ion  ^  Ik 
Bout*  of  SepreeerUativee  ef  fAe  VniUd  Statee.  of  the  20th  of  January^  1816.  and  the 
Ihereqf  Jkmmed  under  the  ratobUion  of  the  Houee,  of  the  Slat  ^  Mcaxht  1810. 


AMoant  aa  as- 

BnandtauM  oolrf^pMpdations 

Ament  ai  as* 

A  iiipaynot 

Endbaenvw- 

Taan. 

Ubitad  wwiti 

NT  War  PapartBwnl,  in  lahtkm 

hOfiled  oodsi 

diCttn. 

laaolnlina  of 
Mar.  SO;  1810. 

to  inJi*"  Dapartaan^  other  Uian 
taaadM  and  tradin^^oaMs. 

laHrfntiM .  of 
Jan.  80, 1816. 

ini 

««S8^  OS 

•688.804  08 

ITM 

1,10S,088  47 

1,100,708  09 
1,130,849  08 

«U86  38 

1798 

1,18*448  01 

•SAM  S3 

1794 

S,&89,097  69 

•60,000  00 

8,609,097  60 
8,480.910  13 

179S 

3,4M.S86  SI 

68,684  88 

1796 

1,948,887  88 

18,936  OS 

1,860,868  84 

1797 

1.008,809  04 

97,108  68 

1,039,401  66 

1798 

1,939,698  89 

69.889  91 

8,009,638  30 

1799 

2.406,669  17 

61.877  81 

8,466,946  98 

1800 

8,617,409  99 

48.468  78 

2,660,878  77 

1801 

1,600,944  08 

78,000  00 

1,678,044  08 

18M 

1,179.148  85 
888,006  86 

48,000  00 

1,881,148  86 

1808 

60,000  00 

888.069  86 

1804 

876,988  93 

68.000  00 
66,600  00 

988,988  98 

1806 

718,781  98 

768,881  88 

1M« 

1,884,860  98 

168,800  00 

1,888,606  38 

1807 

1.388,686  91 

100,600  00 

1,889,986  91 

1808 

8,900.834  40 

140.600  00 

8,04  MS4  40 

1809 

3,846.778  17 

180,000  00 

8^70,778  17 

30,941,660  47 

•1,168,040  40  (a) 

88,089,176  78 

•8,836  38 

•8,IH«8 

Anoant  of  ezponditurai  ai  rabibltad  nndar  the  lawrintioB  of  81at  Hardi.  1810  •  •  .  •30,941^  47 
Dadoet  Uia  lepajDMnt  of  •8,886  88  as  above,  and  dia  Mm  ^  •1^104  88  ai  Indian  expen- 

  4,631 » 

'  80,987,188  91 
To  wblch  expenditures  oat  of  the  appropriations  for  the  War  Department,  fa  relation  to  In* 
dian  Department,  other  than  the  expenditoree  exhibited  tat  treaties  with  the  Indians^  and 

*«4«»rw«"   !,1B8,0« « 

Aaobeve  -  •■SJUHl  78 

(a)  This  amoont,  with  the  annual  sobdivirions,  was  Amnad  by  the  Regtotsr,  bjr  ealiniiek  Ar  the  Mneaa 
exdudins  the  parments  which  had  bean  made  by  the  pnrmon  of  poblie  ewpttet,  contraeleia,  aad  oHmt  a«- 
■ens  who  had  expended  public  moneys  in  the  purchase  of  Indian  good%  taliMs,  or  Wiajllw.  lAkk  » 
pfy  to  the  Indian  Depsftmant,  and  which  had  been  made  ftoB  noneTs  ^acfed  and  e^itad  a  tte  a^^ 
pdntad  public  sceounts  as  advanced  for  the  Jllilitazy  Establishment. 

These  aaanal  amounts,  SKertained  from  the  best  msterisU  to  which  access  could  be  had,  ware  dsdtfid 
from  the  totsl  amount  of  the  annnal  aetnat  expenditure^  with  a  view  to  confenn,  as  naar^  aa  peaeibis,  saA 
the  resolution  of  the  Hoose,  of  the  81st  Mindi,  1810^  bj  exchidins  ih»  expMDditarei  en  aeeovnt  of  Aa  bfiia 
Deportment. 

TuAiVBT  Daauanan,  RaauraVs  Omea,  Aftmory  6, 1816. . 

JOSBPH  NOURSB,  Rt^^ 
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(B.) 

'  A  eomparaHve  ttatement  between  the  anmtal  amount  of  the  espenditttre  /or  ft<  Mity  of  tte  UtM 
■    aiaim,  tu  rmdered  by  the  Ttetuvry  DepaHment,  under  a  remSutum  of  the  Hmaeof  Hmiwn^ 

tivet  ^the  United  Mate;  of  the  20th^anuary.  1816,  and  Ou  ataleaunt  tM§reif,JiirmtM  under 

the  retobaim  of  the  Howe,  of  the  31§t  (f  March,  1810. 


Taan. 


Amovnt  u  exhibit«d  Qnd«r  tfae 
mohttioii  of  SOth  Jftiratfj, 
1816,  wBhidmg  axpuidiMii* 


1791 

im 

1788 
17M 
1796 

1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1803 


1804 
1806 
1806 
1607 
180S 
1809 


•670  00 
68  OS 

61,408  97 
410,669  OS 
S74.784  04 
38S,631  89 
1.381,847  76 
3,868,081  84 
3,448,716  08 
S,111(4M  00 
916,661  87 
1,916,380  68 
1,189333  76 
1,697,600  00 
1,649,641  44 
1,783,064  47 
1,884,067  80 
3^37,768  80 


933,631,237  34 


MuiB»  hotpiUl 
•rpMlditore. 


•S60  00 

Sl,087  86 
84^  80 


$116,864  86 


R«Tena*  cutter 
«zcladad  in  iteto- 
mmt  of  the  3Itt 
Blucli,1810. 


Total  unonnt  ezbibitad  un- 
der rMdntioB  of  Mwdi  tl, 
1810,  in  which  tho  moiM 
faoqiit*!  WM  faMlwM. 


$670  00 
68  OS 


•688  OS 


AmMintofomnditiirMMUhihitediindwthorsMlatioaofSOthJuaiiylSlO  - 
And  the  mrnne  hotpital  tzpenditnre 


From  which  d*dact  czpenditim  Sat  nranoe  cotter 
Ai  ibon  


•61,408  9T 
410,663  09 
374,784  04 
883,681  89 
1,881,847  76 

s^ee^i  84 

8^716  08 
S,111.4U  00 
916,811  87 
1,346,817  89 
1,373,800  36 
1,697,600  00 
1,649,641  44 
1,788,064  47 
1394,067  80 
S3a7,768  SO 


•38346,970  08 


.  •38,681,887  34 
116,364  80 


38,648,003  10 
638  03 

sa3«Sb9vooe 


T«A«.T  D.r«™«r*.  ]U.i»»'.  0«.«.  Mman,  »,  1816.  ^^^^^^  nOURBB.  Bsgmtr. 


8INKIN0  FUND. 

[CommBniMtod  to  tha  Senate,  FabraHy  7, 1816.] 
WisamoTON,  Fibnuuy  7. 1816. 
The  Commiuionera  of  the  SinkiDg  Food  re- 
ipecirallv  report  to  CoDjp-eis  as  follows: 

Th*t  toe  measures  which  hare  been  authorized 
ly  the  board,  lubsequent  to  their  last  report  of  the 
iih  of  February,  1815,  so  far  as  the  same  hare 
teea  completed,  ar«  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of 
be  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  board,  dated 
be  6th  day  of  the  present  mootb,  aod  in  the  sute- 
aents  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
raDsmitied,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
his  report. 

J.  QAILLARD,  Pre^t  Senate  pro.  tern. 

J.  MARSHALL,  ChitfJuetiee 

J.  MONROE,  Sec'iy  if  State. 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  awVy  of  TVMimy.. 


TBU80&T  DaFABTMERT,  /H.  6,  181& 

The  Secretary  of  tha  Treasury  respectfully  »- 
porte  to  tha  GonmiiaioBen  of  tba  Bnhing  F4BBd : 
That  flie  btlaoee  of  moneys  adntneed  en  aceoant  <rf 
tha  public  debt,  remainins  anexpendwl  at 
of  the  year  1818,  and  apnUeaUa  to  paymanls  MJing 
due  after  that  yaar,  whkfa  balance  •""njlf 

•781,808  n 

Together  with  the  sams  disbarwd  from 
the  Tresaary  daring  the  year  1814, 
on  aoconnt  of  the  principal  and  inter* 
eat  of  the  public  debt,  which  soma 


mmounted  to 
Together  With  a  furdier  sum  arising 
Irom  profttinesdiangaoniemUtaBCM 
from  Ameriea  to  Eniopa  dnnng  the 


8386,680  69 


year  181^  amonatiBg  to  • 
Aad  aamntiM  l^S**^  *^ 


19337  61 
.  •9^167313  96 
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1080 


1004 


Btn  been  aeeouted  Ar  in  the  faUamimt  bhumt 

to: 

Tbeie  mi  npiid  tito  the  Tiie—ij  dwBt  the 

1814i  en  aceeviU  ef  tfie  frineifel  of  nooef*  heeeto- 
.  toe  edTMiiiiw  ihaaimertef Ihe  wiUic Jebt,  Ito 

earn  of  «286|3M  8S 

Hie  MUM  eetnellj  ap[died  daring  the 

year  I8I4  to  the  payment  of  the  prin- 

difal  and  intimeief  Hw  wakSn  iAtt 

•Mttled,  «e  the  aom  ef  MMOlOM 

In  fHiia>—iiiiHrf  tW  ptfindpiri  aC  the 
pnUie  debt  -  «4;Ma.69S  Si 

On  aeoount  of  the  fntsr- 
art  md  charna  on  Um 

.  4f66«^l  74 


Sntaf  thieaom  thaiewaa 
ahartwovided,  otmaiet* 
jjBf  of  aneUimad  div- 
ideoda  on  the  pnblie 
debti  net  demanded  or 
eiptiad  fi)r  by  the  pco- 


»MM  78 


8,881»B77  M 


•e,167,»18  95 


Thnty  dnrioff  the  year  1815,  the  foUowiog  dis- 
ktMarati  were  made  out  of  the  Treaiury  on 
Mcsmi  ef  the  principal  aad  intercat  of  Ae  public 
dabi,  Thr: 

Oh  aMoaot  of  the  intere<t  mi  lolliihanMment  of  the 

funded  demeaUc  debt  -  -  -  94^378347  73 
On  account  of  the  priudpil  and  inl«t- 

eafcafthefaalitaieddebt        -      -  6  40 

Ob  aeeenut  of  the  piincqtal  and  inters 

ait  of  tamporaty  loana,  ra:  rdn- 

liwu—t  of  principal  91.800,000  00 
yaj— at  of  intemt  -     -  09;Hto  07 


Om  acDoant  ef  principal  and  iidereat 

of  Twory  note*  - 
On  accooat  of  the  intereit  on  Looiiiana 

cleah;  p^abta  in  Xanpe - 


1^69^  07 
-  S,873.70e  96 
734,138  II 


AMutInf  together  la  the  Bom  of     «19,680,0M  8» 


dUboneoents  frere  made  out  of  the  follow- 
ing Aaidc»^i 

L  FioBi  tbobdaMoof  the  a&noal  lypanaiailiiii  of 
eight  milliooa  of  doHaraftr  the  yaw  1814,nraain^ 
log  inairpended  at  the  end  of  tlwt  yaai>  whidi  bal- 
anoa  aMonntod,  ae  Mated  tnrthe  kat  awmal  lopert 

to  $111,710  17 

IL  Fnna  tha  fondi  conatituting  the  an- 
nual appropriation  of  eight  miUiona 
of  doUan  Sot  the  year  1810,  : 
From  the  fiind  ariiuig  fiom  tha  inter- 
eat  on  the  debt  tcandemd  io  ttw 
Pjwwmierionera  of  the  SlnldagFund, 
aa  per\eUtement  I  •  91,96^77  04 
Trem  they  fund  erieing 
from  thA  net  proceed* 
of  the  ndee  of  pnUic 
»Mde  .      .  l,SOMM«0 

Fmn  pnceeck  of  dotiea 
0B9ad«rWKe«a,ead 


merohandiae  import- 
ed, and  on  tiie  ten- 
Mfaaf 


^tmtjiM  so 


m.  Fton^die  praeatdaaf  Ao-doiiai«n 
geoda.  wam^-and  mtfdmndBa  ii^ 

ported,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  TeaaBla, 
and  from  the  proceed*  of  the  direct 
tax  and  iBtemal  doiee  in  adetce^ 
and  en  acoennt  of  the  annual  mm- 
priation  of  eigbt  vaHiona  of  Mlaia. 
kt  the  year  1810  .... 


«8,MI|a8»00 


4^98,S18  18 


That  the  aforeaudauoi  of  twclTo  millioiw^ht 
handred  and  thirtT-niae  tbouaaad  nine  hoHteml 
aad  twenty-Dine  ODUanand  thirty-fire  cents  will 
be  accounted  for  in  tha  next  annual  report,  in 
eonformitf  with  tha  aeeouta  which  ebaU  h»re 
been  rendered  to  thia  Department. 

That  in  the  neantimei  the  maann'  in  wbieh 
the  said  sum  hai  been  apiniad  iaeiiimatcd  aa  fol- 
lows, riz : 

There  ia  estimated  to  have  been  applied  to  tha  payment 
of  the  deficiency  of  the  pronsion  at  the  end  of  tha 
y«arl8I4,aasboTeaUtod,aeaumof      88^*0  78 

T%en  was  paid  ferleaami  exchangeon 

remittaneee  firenr  America  to  Europe,   

daring  the  year  1818|  the  iom  of  •      tSjBM  17 

There  ia  estimated  to  ha*e  been  applied 
dnilog  the  year  181B  to  dm  reim- 
bursement of  the  prittdpd  of tfie  pnb- 
lledebt  -      -      -  «7^0St^6  iT 

Aad  t»  the  payment  of 
interest  on  the  same   6.606;96e  03 

  lS,840gWl  68 

And  there  is  estimatad  to  ham  been  left 
unapplied  at  the  and  of  the  year  1816^ 
a  sum  ttppticable  to  punenta  on  ai^ 
count  of  the  pnbttB  debt  dniiag  Aa 
year  1816,  of   87,418  90 

«13^;»M  85 


That  the  temporary  loans,  which  became  pay- 
able dorioK  the  year  1815  were  paid,  bat  the  two 
inatahneats  amonotiDgto9500,000,  which  became 
payable  to  the  State  Mok,  Boston,  in  the  month 
of  December,  1814,  and  which  were  not  then  paid 
from  the  iaability  of  the  Treasury  to  apply  the 
moneys  whhin  its  CDOtrol  to  that  object  oariag 
to  the  diaordare^auie  of  the  pabHc  earreney, 

Thaii  durinc  the  year  1815^  and  on  thelK  4ay 
of  Janaary,  18M,  Treasury  notes  chafed  apoo 
tha  Siaki^if  Fund  fdl  doe  amounting  to  9^47,- 
380.  It  was  not  wiibin  the  power  at  the  Ttca- 
sury  to  make  prorision  for  the  payoient  of  any 

SKrt  of  these  notes,  or  of  those  which  had  fatlea 
ae,  and  had  not  been  paid  ia  the  preceding  year, 
(with  tbe  exception  of  such  as  were  applted  if 
their  holders  to  the  payment  of  duties  and  taxeij 
natil  the  1st  of  July,  1815,  when  prorision  wis 
made,  and  public  notice  thereof  giren  for  ihei** 
imbOTseraeDt  of  auch  Treasury  notes  as  had  pre- 
rio^y  to  that  time  become  payable  at  Baltimore 
and  WashiB£tiM.  The  same  prorision  wis  made 
on  iha  let  of  Angmi  <br  ihoea  prerlbaaly  payaUt 
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Prtitection  to  a«  H/Sua^aeeuren  of  Cotton  f}zhHa. 


M  Phikdslpfata ;  on  the  Ist  ttf  September  for  tboee 
preTiomlf  payable  at  SaTaanah;  and  <m  the  days 
whoi  they  respevtirdT  become  payable,  for  those 
reimbarsabla  at  all  olber  placet,  with  the  exe^ 
tkm  of  New  York  and  Boetonj  at  neilber  of 
which  places  hare  funds  yet  been  obtained  to  an 
extent  snffieient  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  Trea- 
•ury  note*  reimbonnble  at  tboae  two  places  re- 
sMctinly.  The  nnend  statomeBt  B»rked  L, 
MOWi  Ike  time  iri»n,  and  the  fences  at  which, 
all  the  Treasury  notes  reimbursable  in  the  year 
1811^  and  m  »•  Iti  ef  Janmfy,  1816,  became 
payable. 

A  staieuient,  nvrkud  H,  Is  annexed,  wfaioh  ex- 
bibiu  the  whole  anonnt  of  siock  transferred  to 
Commissioners  of  the  Sioking  Pond,  aad 
atudfng  to  their  credit  on  the  books  of  the  Traa- 
snrr  on  iht  laat  day  of  December,  381S. 
AU  which  is  reepectfolly  submitted  by 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Sec'ry  Treantry. 
[The  tabular  statements  are  omitted.] 


FROTEOTION  TO  THE  MANTJFACTHBEBS 
OF  COTTON  FABRICS. 

(CoaunanietUd  to  the  House,  Febraaiy  IS,  1616.] 

Mr.  Nbwtor,  lirea  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorials  and  petitions  of  the  manufacturers 
of  cotton  wool,  submiued  the  following  report : 

The  committee  were  coascioos  that  they  had 
DO  ordinary  duty  to  perform,  when  the  House  of 
{lepresentatiTes  referred  to  tbetr  consideration 
the  memorials  and  petitions  of  the  manafaeiarers 
of  oolfon  wool.  Itt  obedience  to  the  instructions 
of  the  House  ihey  haTc  giveu  great  attention  to 
the  salrjeet,  and  twg  leare  to  present  the  result  of 
their  deliberation*. 

They  are  not  a  little  apjmhensire  that  they 
have  not  soceeeded  in  doing  jastke  to  a  subject 
to  iatinately  cottseeied  with  the  advancement 
akd  prospcriiy  agricultun  and  eomroeroe ;  a 
attjeet  wdiieh  OBlighteaed  stafteamen  and  philee- 
ayheie  have  deemed  not  anworthy  of  iheir  at- 
Mtioft  and  consideration. 

It  ii  not  the  intention  of  the  committee  to 
oflbr  any  theoretical  opiaioas  of  their  own  or  of 
othatsi  Ihey  are  penoadcd  that  a  disiriay  of  spee- 
tilative  opinions  would  not  meet  wub  approba- 
tioa.  Fmm  these  riews  the  committee  are  dis- 
posed to  state  facts,  and  to  imfce  such  obserra* 
tions  only  as  shall  be  intimalaly  eonnecied  with, 
aad  warranted  by  them. 

Prior  to  the  years  .  1806  and  1807,  establish- 
ments for  manofaeinriog  coiton  wool  had  not 
been  attempted,  bnt  in  a  fvw  instances,  and  on  a 
United  seate.  Their  rise  and  progress  are  attrib- 
mable  to  embanassmenta,  to  which  commerce 
was  subjected,  which  embarrassments  originated 
in  CMiaes  not  within  the  control  of  hnmnn  pro 
deaee. 

While  eommeree  flourished,  the  trade  which 
had  been  carried  on  with  the  comtineBl  ^  Eft- 
Mpe,  with  dw  Bast  ladiov  ^       the  eolonies 
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of  Spain  and  Fraoe^  enriched  our  enterprising 
merehanis ;  (be  Benefits  of  wbieh  were  seosiUy 
felt  by  tbe  agriculturists,  whose  wealth  sod  in- 
dustry were  increased  aud  extended.  When  ex- 
ternal commerce  was  suspended  tbe  capitalists 
tbroQghoot  the  Union  beeame  solicitoos  to  give 
activiiy  to  their  capital.  A  portion  of  it,  it  is 
believed,  wasi  directed  to  the  improvement  of  ag- 
riculture; and  not  an  inconsiderable  portioBOf 
it,  as  it  appears,  was  likewise  employed  in  ereec- 
ing  establishments  for  manufaetnring  of  cotton 
wool. 

To  make  this  statemeat  as  scttsfiicterf  as  po»> 
sible,  to  give  it  all  the  certainty  that  it  Is  maeepl- 
lbteofatialniDg,tbe  following  facts  are  respecc- 
felly  sobmltted  to  the  consideration  of  tbe  Hewn. 
They  show  the  rapid  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  a  few  years,  and,  evidently,  the  ability 
to  carry  tbem  on  with  certainty^  8ueeess,shotttd 
a  just  aod  liberal  policy  regard  tbem  as  ahjaett 
deserring  encouragement : 

In  the  year  1800, 500  bales  of  cotton  were  maa- 
trfactured  in  manufacturing  establishments;  in 
1805, 1,000;  in  1810, 10,000;  and  in  1815, 90,000. 

This  statement  the  committee  have  no  reaaoU' 
to  doabt ;  nor  have  they  any  to  qaestion  the  trntk 
of  the  following  sncelnet  aiatemenl  of  tbe  capital 
which  is  emneyed,  of  the  labor  which  it  cem- 
mands,  and  of  the  products  of  that  labor : 

Cspital  $40,000,000 

Muss  employed  from  the  age  of  17  and 

upwards  10^000 

Women  and  fcnale  ddldran  -  -  •  68,000 
hoy*  under  17  jesis  of  age  -  •  •  34,000 
Wsges  of  100,000  pwsons,  averaEing 

9t00e*eh>  -  .  .  .  -915,000,000 
Cotton  wool  mannftetnrsd,  00,000  bales, 

anwnnting  to  -  -      -    lbs.  17,00(^)00 

If  amber  of  jwda  Of  eotton  «l  vsifens 

kinds   81,000^ 

Oostpsrys0l,avangfag8Oesnto  •  -984,300,000 
The  rise  and  pn^ress  of  soeh  estebitshmente 
can  excite  no  wonder.  The  inducements  to  in* 
duMry,  in  a  free  Government,  are  numerous  and 
inviting.  iCfteta  are  always  in  anison  with  thair 
causes.  The  inducements  consist  in  the  eeriaiatf 
and  securitr,  which  every  eitixen  enjoys,  of  ex- 
ercising eransive  dominion  over  the  ereationy  of 
bis  genius,  and  the  products  of  his  labor ;  in  pro* 
curing  from  his  native  soil,  at  all  times,  with 
facility,  the  row  materials  that  are  i«quired ;  and 
in  the  liberal  eneoungement  that  will  be  accord- 
cd  by  agriealturisu  to  those  who,  by  their  labor, 
keep  np  a  constant  and  increasing  demand  for  the 
produce  of  agrlefllture. 

Bvery  State  will  participate  in  those  advaa- 
uges;  the  resonrces  of  eacb  will  be  explored, 
opened,  and  eolarged.  Different  sections  of  the 
Union  will,  according  to  their  position,  the  cH> 
mate,  tbe  population,  tbe  habits  of  the  pnnplfi^ 
and  the  nature  of  the  soil,  strike  into  that  line  of 
iadustry  which  is  best  adapted  to  their  interciC 
and  the  good  of  the  whole ;  aa  active  end  free 
intercourse,  promoted  and  facilitated  by  roodeaad 
canals,  will  ensue ;  nreiodieesj  which  are  geaeco 
Bted  by  diitaBec,  aad  the  watt  of  indaeomttle  to 
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•nroMh  each  other  aad  reeipraeate  beoefits, 
vill  be  remOTed ;  ioformatioo  will  be  extended ; 
the  UoioD  wilt  aeqaire  strensth  and  solidity; 
and  the  CooatitntioD  of  tbe  United  Slates,  and 
that  of  eaeb  Sta^e,  will  be  regarded  a«  rountaio^ 
from  which  flow  DDmeroaa  atrcamaof  pobUeand 
pirate  prosperity. 

Each  GtorerDment,  moriog  fa  its  appropriate 
orbit,  performiDg  with  ability  its  separate  fuoo- 
tioDB,  will  be  endeared  to  the  hearts  of  a  good 
and  graiefnl  people. 

The  States  that  are  most  disposed  to  maourac- 
tares  as  regular  occypations,  will  draw  from  the 
agriculturu  Stales  all  the  raw  materials  which 
thay  wantt  and  not  an  ineonsiderable  portion, 
•lu^  of  tbe  Dceessaries  of  lifej  while  tbe  latter 
will,  ia  addition  to  the  benefits  which  they  at 
pnsent  enjoy,  alwaya  eommand,  in  peace  or  in 
war,  at  moderate  prices,  every  species  of  man- 
■faetore  that  their  wants  may  require.  Should 
they  be  inclined  to  manufacture  for  themselTes, 
they  can  do  so  with  sDceess,  because  they  bare 
all  the  means  in  their  power  to  erect  and  to  es- 
tad,  at  pleasure,  manufacturiDg  esublishments. 
Our  wants  being  supplied  by  our  own  ingenuity 
and  industry,  exportation  of  specie  to  pay  for 
fiweign  oanufactores  will  cease. 

Toe  raloe  of  American  produce  at  tbis  time 
exported  will  not  enable  tbe  importers  to  pay  for 
the  foreign  maoDfactures  imported.  Wbenerer 
tbe  two  accounts  shall  be  Airly  stated,  the  bal- 
ance against  the  United  States  will  be  found  to 
he  many  millions  of  dollars.  Sneh  is  the  state 
of  thiogs  that  the  change  must  be  to  the  advan- 
tage of  tbe  United  States.  Tbe  precious  meuls 
will  be  attracted  to  ihem,  the  diffusion  of  which, 
in  a  regular  and  uniform  current  throio^  the 
grett  arteries  and  veins  of  the  body  pontic,  will 
give  to  each  member  health  and  vigor. 

In  proportion  as  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  depends  on  agriculture  and  maaoraciares, 
as  a  common  basis,  will  it  increase,  and  become 
independent  of  tbose  revolaiions  and  fluctua- 
tions, which  the  ambition  and  jealousy  of  for- 
eign Goveraments  are  too  apt  to  produce.  Our 
navigation  will  be  quickened,  and,  supported  as 
it  will  be  by  internal  resources  never  before  at 
the  command  of  any  nation,  will  advance  to  the 
extent  of  tbose  resources. 

New  ebaonels  of  trade,  to  enterprise  no  less 
important  than  productive,  arc  opening,  wbieb 
eaa  be  secured  only  by  a  wise  and  prudent  policy 
appeeiating  their  advantage. 

l£  want  of  foresight  should  neglect  the  enlti- 
Taiion  and  improvement  of  ibem,  the  opportune 
moment  may  be  lost,  iwrbaps,  for  ceniuries,  and 
the  energies  of  this  nation  be,  thereby,  prevented 
from  developing  themselves,  and  from  making 
tbe  boon  wfaieh  is  proffered  our  dwn. 

By  trading  on  our  own  capital,  collisions  wiih 
other  nations,  if  they  be  not  entirely  done  away, 
will  be  greatly  dimioisbed. 

This  natural  order  of  things  exbibiis  tbe  com- 
mencement of  a  new  epoch,  which  promises 
peace,  security,  aod  repose,  by  a  firm  and  steady 
-fcliauca  oa  toe  produce  of  agrkultare,  on  tbe 


treasures  that  are  embosomed  ia  the  earth,  on  tbe 
geoios  and  ingenuity  of  our  manufactnreit  tad 
mechanics,  and  on  tbe  intelligence  and  enterprian 
of  our  merefaanta. 

The  Qoveroment,  possessing  the  intelligeaee 
and  the  art  of  improving  the  resources  of  the  n^ 
tion,  will  increase  iu  efficient  powers^  aod,  en- 

{'oying  tbe  confidence  of  thoae  whom  it  has  made 
lappy,  will  oppose  to  tbe  assailant  of  the  natioa'a 
rights,  the  true,  the  only  invincible  a^i— th« 
unity  of  will  and  strength. 

Causes  producing  war  will  be  few;  should  wax 
take  place  its  calamitous  consequences  will  be 
mitigated,  and  the  expenses  aiul  burdens  of  such 
a  slate  of  thiiigs  will  fall  with  a  weight  less  op- 
preisive  and  injurious  on  the  natioa.  The  ex- 
penditures of  the  last  war  were  greatly  increaaed 
by  a  dependence  on  forei^  sbppliea;  thtf  prieea 
incident  to  each  a  dependence  will  alwajra  be 
high. 

Had  not  our  nascent  manu&ctttring  eslahlisli- 
ments  Increased  the  quantity  of  commodities  at 
that  time  in  demand,  the  expieoditures  wottld 
have  been  much  greater,  and  consequences  th« 
most  fatal  aod  disastrous,  alarming  even  in  con- 
templation, would  have  oeen  the  fate  of  this  na- 
tion. The  experience  of  the  past  leachM  a  lessoa 
never  to  be  forgotten,  and  points  emphat/eally  to 
the  remedy.  A  wise  Ooreroment  should  heed 
its  admonitions,  or  the  indepeadenee  of  this  na- 
tion will  be  exposed  to  "  tbe  shafts  of  fortune.** 

The  committee,  keeping  in  view  ifileccst 
the  nation,  cannot  refrain  from  stating  that  cot- 
ton fabrics  imported  from  India,  interfere  not  laaa 
with  that  encouragement  lo  which  agrienltare  in 
justly  entitled,  than  they  do  with  that  which 
ought  reasonably  to  be  accorded  to  the  manufac- 
turers of  cotton  wool.  The  raw  material  of 
which  they  are  made  is  the  growth  of  India,  and 
of  a  quality  inferior  to  our  own. 

The  fabrics  thcmeelves,  in  point  of  duration 
and  use.  are  likewise  iniTerior  to  the  subsiaattal 
fabrics  of  American  maooCictnre,  AUbough  tUc 
India  cotton  fabrics  can  be  sold  for  a  lower  price 
than  tbe  American,  yet  the  difference  in  the  tex- 
ture is  BO  much  in  favor  of  tbe  American,  that 
tbe  latter  may  be  safely  considered  as  the  cheapesL 

The  distaoce  of  most  of  tbe  Western  States 
from  the  ocean,  tbe  exuberant  richness  of  the  sm*^ 
aod  the  variety  of  its  produeis.  fwreiUy  impress 
the  mind  of  the  commiuee  wiin  a  belief  that  all 
these  causes  conspire  to  encourage  mannfaelan^ 
and  to  {[ive  an  impetus  nnd  direction  to  soeh  a 
disposition.  Although  the  Weetun  States  nay 
be  said  to  be  in  the  gristle,  in  contemplation  of 
that  destiny  to  which  they  are  basteoiag.  yet  the 
products  of  manufactures  in  those  States  are  be- 
yond erery  calculation  that  could  reasonably  be 
made;  contrary  to  tbe  opinion  of  many  enlight- 
ened and  virtuous  meo^  who  have  supposed  that 
tbe  inducemeot  to  agriculture,  and  the  superior 
advantages  of  that  lifej  would  suppress  any  die* 

Eosition  of  that  sort  of  industry.  But  theories, 
ow  iogeoiously  soever  they  may  be  ounstmcted, 
bow  much  soever  they  may  be  made  to  coofom 
to  the  laws  of  symmetry  aad  bcattty,ace  oosooner 


Digitized  by 


Fmeetiim  to  the  Mam^kclurtn  ^  OaUm  FbMa. 


teoogbt  into  coofltet  vitb  faets,  tfaan  they  AH 
into  niroB.  In  riewiog  tbeirfragmeotstbe  mind 
is  irresistibly  led  to  reader  Ibe  booage  due  lothe 
genius  aad  tiste  of  the  arcbiteots,  but  eaonot  re- 
iraia  from  reffretting  the  waste,  to  no  purpose,  of 
superior  iotelleets.  The  Western  Slates  prore 
the  fallacy  of  such  theories;  tbey  appear  in  tbeir 
growth  and  expanaion  to  be  in  advaoee  of  tboogbt ; 
while  the  political  eeonomist  is  drawing  their 
portraits,  their  features  change  and  enlarge,  with 
such  rapidity,  that  bii  pencil  in  vain  andeaTors 
to  catch  their  expression;  and  to  fix  their  physi- 
ogBomy. 

It  is  Co  thefi  advantage  to  manafteture,  be- 
caaM,  by  decnasiiw  the  holh  of  the  articles,  they 
at  the  same  time  loercase  their  Talve  by  labor, 
bring  them  to  market  with  less  expense  and  with 
the  certainty  of  obtaining  the  best  prices. 

Those  Slates  iraderBtandli^  their  Interest  will 
not  be  direrted  from  its  pursuit.  In  the  encour- 
agement of  manufactures  they  find  a  stimulus 
for  agricaliore. 

The  manufacturers  of  cotton,  in  makiog  appli- 
cation to  the  National  OoTernment  for  encoor- 
agement,  bare  been  induced  to  do  ao  for  many 
reasons.  They  know  that  their  establishments 
are  iMwand  in  their  infancy,  and  that  they  have  to 
sneonntcr  a  competition  with  forei^  establish- 
ments that  lutre  arrived  at  maturity,  that  are 
supported  by  a  large  capital,  and  that  have  from 
the  QoTernment  every  proteeiion  that  can  be 
required. 

The  American  manafaetorers  expect  to  meet 
with  nil  the  embarnuamenu  whieb  "jealous  and 
mottopoliziiw  policy  can  suggest.  I'ae  commit- 
tee are  sensible  of  the  force  of  such  considera- 
tions. They  are  convinced  that  old  practices 
and  maxims  wilt  not  be  abandoned  lo  favor  the 
United  States.  The  foreign  maoufacturers  and 
merchants  will  put  in  requisition  all  the  powers 
of  ingenuity }  will  practice  whatever  art  can 
devise,  and  capital  can  accomplish,  to  prevent 
the  American  manufacturing  establishmenu  from 
striking  root  and  flonrishing  in  their  rich  and 
native  soil.  By  the  altowanee  of  bounties  and 
drawbacks,  the  foreijpi  mannfaetarers  and  mer- 
efaaats  will  ba  famuhtd  with  addliioQal  means 
irf*  carrying  on  the  eoafliet,  and  of  insuring 
success. 

The  Anurieaa  mannfaetarers  have  good  rea- 
aons  for  all  their  apprehensioas;  tbey  have  much 
at  suke;  they  have  a  lai|[e  capital  employed, 
and  are  feelingly  alive  for  iia  fate.  Should  the 
National  Qovcrnnent  notaSbrd  them  proteotien. 
the  dangen  which  invest  and  threaten  them  will 
desuoy  all  their  hopea^  and  will  dose  their  pros- 
pecu  of  uiiliiy  to  thetr  country.  A  reasonable 
enoonragmaent  wilt  sustain  and  keep  tbem  erect  j 
but,  if  they  lall,  they  fall  never  to  rise  igaio. 

Tbe  foreign  manafactnrers  and  merebaou 
know  this,  and  will  redouble  with  renovated 
zeal  the  stroke  to  prostrate  them.  Tbey  also 
know  that,  should  tbe  American  mannlaetuiing 
mublishmenis  falL  their  mouldcri^  piles,  the 
viiiUo  ruins  of  a  mislatiTo  breath,  will  warn 
all  who  shall  tnad  m  tho  sum  fiMHstafs^  of  Um 


doom,  the  Inevitable  destiny  of  their  establish- 
ments. 

Tbe  National  QoTeroment,  in  viewing  the  dis- 
astrous efiects  of  a  short-sighted  policy,  may  re- 
lent, but  what  can  relenting  avail?  Can  it  raise 
tbe  dead  to  Hfel  Can  it  give  for  injuries  inflicted 
tbe  reparation  that  is  due?  Industry,  in  every 
ramification  of  society,  will  feel  the  shock,  and 
geoeratioDs  will,  as  tbey  succeed  each  other,  feel 
the  effects  of  its  undulations.  Dissatisfaction  will 
be  visible  everywhere,  and  the  Icttt  eonfidenoe  an^ 
affections  of  tbe  citizens  will  not  be  the  least  of  tha 
evils  the  Government  will  have  to  deplore.  Bat 
should  the  National  Government,  pursniog  an  en- 
tigbteoed  and  liberal  policy^ rasiain  and  foster  tha 
manufsctoriog  establishments,  a  few  years  would 
l^ee  them  in  a  condition  to  bid  dmanee  to  for- 
eign eompetition,  and  would  enable  them  to  in* 
crease  tbe  industry,  wealth,  and  prosperity  of  tha 
nation,  and  to  afford  to  the  Government,  in  times 
of  difficulty  and  distress,  whatever  it  may  requira 
to  support  pnblie  credit,  while  maiaiaiaing  tha 
rights  of  the  nation. 

Providence,  in  bonuiifuUy  placing  within  oar 
reach  whatever  can  administer  to  happiness  and 
comfort,  indicates  plainly  to  us  our  duty,  and 
what  we  owe  to  ourselves.  Our  resotirees  are 
abandaot  and  inexhatistible. 

The  Bland  that  Archimedes  wanted  is  given  to 
the  National  and  State  governments,  and  labors 
saving  machinery  tenders  the  levei^the  power 
orbringing  those  resources  into  use. 

This  power  imparts  ioealealabte  advantages  to 
a  nation  whose  population  is  not  fbtl.  Tbe  Uni- 
ted States  require  the  use  of  this  power,  because 
they  do  oot  abound  in  popolation.  Tbe  diminu- 
tion of  manual  labor,  by  means  of  machinery,  in 
cotton  maoufaciore  in  Great  Britain  was,  in  the 
year  1810,  as  two  hundred  to  one. 

Our  manufacturers  have  already  availed  them- 
selves of  this  power,  and  have  profited  by  it.  A 
little  more  experience  in  making  machines,  and 
in  managiog  them  with  skill,  will  eoable  our 
mannlaetarers  to  supply  more  fabrics  than  are 
necessary  for  the  home  demand. 

Competition  will  make  tbe  prices  of  tbe  arti- 
cles low,  and  the  extension  of  the  eoiioii  mano- 
fiwtories  will  prodneo  that  eompetition. 

One  striking  nnd  important  advantage  which 
lahor-savlaf  uiaobines  bestow  is  this,  that  in  all 
Uieir  operations  they  reqaire  few  men,  as  a  refer- 
ence to  another  part  of  this  report  will  show. 
No  appreheosiooB  can  then  be  seriously  enteN 
tained  that  agriculture  will  be  in  danger  of  hav- 
ing iu  efficient  laborers  withdra  wo  from  its  service. 

On  tbe  contrary,  the  manufaciuriag  establish- 
menu increasing  toe  demand  fur  raw  materials 
will  give  to  agricolture  new  life  aad  expansion. 

The  committee,  after  baving,  with  great  de- 
ference and  respect^  presented  to  this  House  this 
important  subject,  in  various  points  of  view,  feel 
themselves  constrained,  before  coaotuding  this 
report,  to  offer  a  few  more  observations,  which 
they  consider  as  being  immediately  eonnecMd 
with  it,  and  not  less  so  with  the  present  and 
fttUm  prosperity  of  this  aaiioB. 
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The  prMpoett  of  u  «nburga<  MmnerM  are 

DOt  flatteriof. 

Ererr  natioO)  ia  limci  of  peace,  will  supptv  itt 
OWD  mate  fkfm  iu  own  moaroee,  or  fram  tMie 
Rothes  utioDs. 

Wk«B  «appliei  ue  drawn  from  foreifpi  coan- 
triwi  the  iBtereourse  which  will  enme  wui  furnish 
•mploymcnt  to  the  Darlgaiioa  only  the  eoun* 
Iritt  eoaneeted  by  their  reei|»rocaI  wants. 

Oar  eoneera  does  qot  arise  from,  nor  oaa  it  be 
ittcieased  bjr,  the  limilaUoa  which  our  oavintioa 
•id  trade  will  bare  prescribed  to  them,  bjr  the 
peace  and  appareot  repoae  ia  Europe. 

Our  apprebeasioDa  arise  from  causes  that  caD- 
not  animate  by  their  effects.  Look  wheresoever 
the  eye  can  (tlaaee,  and  what  are  the  oticcis  that 
sWike  the  Tision?  On  the  continent  m  Europe 
Industry,  deprired  of  its  motive  and  ineitement, 
ia  paralysed;  the  accamulated  wealth  of  ages, 
seised  by  the  band  of  military  despotism,  is  9^ 
propriated  to  and  sqoandered  on  objects  of  araw* 
tiM  i  the  order  of  ihiAfe  naseitled,  and  oonfidenee 
between  man  and  man  umihilated.  Every  mo* 
went  ia  looked  for  with  tremoloiis,  aniious,  and 
increased  solieiuide ;  hope  iaaguiahes,  and  «om- 
mweial  enterprise  stiffens  with  fear.  The  potiti* 
eat  borison  appean  to,  be  ealm.  but  many,  of  no 
ordinary  sagacity,  think  they  oehold  signs  dot- 
taotoBs  of  a  cbaofe— the  indMatieos  of  a  vioWot 
tempest  which  will  ^In  rage  and  desolau  that 
devoted  region. 

Should  this  prediction  fail,  do  cbaoge  for  the 
better,  under  existing  oireumsiaDoes,  can  take 
plaee.  Where  despotism,  military  despotism, 
i«ij|B%  silence  aad  fearful  stillness  must  prevaiL 
Such  is  the  prospect  which  ooatiaental  Europe 
azhibits  to  the  enterprise  irf*  American  merchants. 
Can  it  be  pombm  for  them  to  find  in  that  re* 

8 ion  sources  wbieh  will  •l^>ply  them  with  more 
tan  §17,00(1^000,  ttie  balaooa  dae  for  Btitish 
BBanonetiires  iaporiad  ?  this  bahmee  betng  over 
and  nbove  the  value  of  all  the  exports  to  nn^fn 
oonntries  from  the  United  States.  The  view 
which  is  given  of  the  dreary  prospect  of  oommer- 
cial  advantages  accruii^  to  the  United  States  by 
an  intercourse  with  coatiaental  Europe  is  believed 
to  be  jusu  The  staument  made  of  the  gnat 
balance  io  favn  of  Great  Britain,  due  from  the 
United  States,  is  fouided  on  matter  of  Dsct. 

Ia  the  bands  of  Great  Britain  are  gathered  to* 
ge^er,  and  held  many  powers,  which  they  have 
not  been  Movttomed  hitheito  |o  M  and  to  ec- 
ereise. 

No  imiwoper  motives  are  intended  to  be  im* 
fjUed  to  that  OoTcmmenl;  bat  does  not  ai- 
peffitOQC  teach  a  leeson  that  should  never  be  for- 
CMen^that  Ooveraments,  like  individuals,  are 
too  a^  **  10  ftel  powar  and  forget  right  V*  It  is 
not  inconsistent  with  Datlonal  deewam  to  be- 
tmne  ciroum^iect  and  wudent.  Hay  not  the 
Qovernment  of  Ghreat  Britain  be  ioelined,  in 
analyzing  the  basis  of  her  politicsl  power,  to  con- 
sider ano  regard  the  United  Slates  as  her  rivid, 
and  to  indulge  an  improper  jealousy— the  enemy 
of  peace  and  repose? 

Can  it  be  politio,  in  uy  point  of  view,  to  auk 


the  United  States  dependent  on  any  nalua  Car 
supplies  absolutely  necessary  for  defence,  for  e«m- 
foru^aod     aoeommodatton  1 

Will  not  the  strength,  the  politick  eimgia  eC 
this  natton  be  maiierialty  inuaired,  at  any  time, 
hut  iatally  ao  ia  those  of  dimealty  and  dietrass, 
by  such  depaadenoel 

Do  not  toe  suggestions  of  wisdom  plataly  akaw 
that  the  security,  the  peace,  and  the  happiness  of 
this  nation  depend  on  opening  nad  enlainagnll 
onr  resources,  and  drawmg  from  thorn  waaiavar 
shall  be  required  -for  publio  nsa  or  private  uawa- 
modstion  ? 

The  oommitue,  from  the  views  which  they 
have  taken,  consider  tbe  situation  of  the  ommh 
faoiuring  esmblistuMents  to  be  periloaa.  Boras 
have  decreased,  and  odWH  have  saspendad  buas- 
ness.  A  liberal  eneouraymtot  will  pat  them 
ngain  into  operation,  with  mcKased  powers;  bat, 
should  it  be  with^U,  they  will  m  pcastiaaad. 
Thoumadi  will  be  reduced  to  waotaod  wniiihnj 
□ess.  A  capital  of  near  900,000,000  wiU  beeaaa« 
inaoUvfi,  the  greater  past  «f  srhieh  will  be  a  dead 
loss  to  tbe  maMUEMtwcn.  Oat  im^vUesM 
may  lead  to  Usui  oonsa^naaaes ;  the  Pawiam 
jealous  of  our  growth  uid  pcosperity  wilt  acqaiia 
the  reeouiees  aad  alreaglh  svhieh  this  Oamw- 
meat  omIccu  to  improve.  It  regrn'res  00  pan- 
phet  to  foietcU  the  use  that  iisreign  Poven  wall 
wake  of  them. 

The  Qosunittee,  from  all  the  consldesaiioas 
which  they  have  given  to  this  subject, are  deeply 
impressed  with  acoaviolion that themaiufiietar- 
iog  establish  menu  of  cotton  wool  axe  of  real 
utility  to  the  agricultural  iaurest,  and  that  th«y 
contribute  mucb  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Uoioo. 

Under  tbe  infiusuoe  of  this  eoavictiea  tbe  com* 
mitiea  beg  leave  to  teoder,  respectloUy,  with  this 
report,  thefoUowiag  resolntion: 

ilenltwcf,  That,  from  and  after  the  30ih  da/  of 
Jane  neix,  in  lien  of  the  duties  now  anihoitttd 
by  law,  there  he  laid,  levied,  and  coUactad,-OB 
cottoB  goods  iaiporied  inio  the  Umied  EUaMa, 
and  the  Tcrritorias  thfeeo(  Cram  Miy  foici^ 
oauotry  whatever,  — —  par  oeotiHB  eid  volovens, 
beiikg  not  less  then  — cents  aar  square  yard. 

The  nna^r  of  cotton  spiadles  snppoaed  to  he 
now  employed,  or  ready  to  he  employed,  ia  the 
United  8tates,are  550,000;  but, upon  sure  gcoands, 
may  be  suted  at  SOOfiOO.  Tkn  capital  oeeeasanr 
to  aarry  on  the  tnamsJacture,  iachidiog  tbe  suek 
of  eolton  mol,  the  yam  ia  the  heads  of  weaver^ 
the  cloth  in  tbe  haads  of  ttws  ageats,  or  sold  at  a 
credit  i^  six  months,  added  to  the  reel  samie, 
baildings,  and  machinery,isestuaBBtad alee vMty- 
five  doiiars  per  spindle,  which,  m  BOOfiOO  aaia* 
dUs,  amoUDls  to  •37,600,rMNL 

Tbe  number  of  persmii  employed  canataady 
and  steadily  may  be  smied  at  mie  hundfcd  tboe- 
of  whom  not  more  than  Ma-ainth,  or,  pevhtf^ 
one-tenth  are  able-bodied  menj  the  rcataie  n* 
firm,  £MUe  men,  or  women  and  cJiiUren.  Tk* 
maaafactHM  miiBt,  also,  give  iaeidental  ci^Jey^ 
meat  to  a  moeb  greater  number  of  pussm,  ia 
weaving  and  otherwise,  wboae  ordinary  e^lef- 
BBoa  iafgnealiiH%and  whodawm  tothimn*- 
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ufaotore  tbow  hoan  of  Wioter  and  bad  weathu, 
wtwn  th«  labors  of  the  fhrm  are  suspended. 

After  calculatiog  the  eost  of  the  raw  material, 
the  labor,  ioterest  of  money  at  6  per  ceot.,  iosar- 
•aee,  repairs,  aod  other  ehtrfcs,  we  are  of  opin- 
ioD  that  a  datjr  of  at  least  ten  ceiiu  on  the  square 
yard  is  oeeeiwy  for  the  protcetioo  of  the  Amer- 
leao  maoufaotai^  and  that  ao  ad  ralorem  daty 
of  even  40  or  60  per  eeat.  on  the  India  good*,  on 
aoeouDi  of  the  Iowaom  of  the  firet  coeL  wouU  aot 
ffiTe  the  requieite  eneoaragemeat.  It  may  not 
be  improper  here  to  state  tMt  an  ioerease  ^  the 
dnties  upon  cotioa  goods,  generally,  though  it 
m^ht  dimiotsh  the  importation  of  sneh  goods  as 
we  make,  would,  on  the  whole,  not  dimioish  the 
receipts  of  the  Treasury,  because  the  increased 
receipts  fi-om  such  goods  as  we  do  not  manufme- 
tore  would  eounterbelance  the  loss  en  such  as 
we  do. 

With  the  maebinery  already  erected,  the  cot- 
ton manufacturers  can  supply  the  Uuited  States 
with  about  oiuety  miltions  of  yards  of  cotton 
eloth  annually.  These  consist  chiefly  of  {ging- 
hams, plaids,  bed'tieks,  stripes,  checks,  sheetings, 
shirtings,  and  ia  part  of  canrass  and  relrets  and 
other  cut  stuffi. 

At  present  the  coarse  shirtings  made  frontyarn 
No.  IS,  will  bring  aboat  23  cents  in  New  York, 
at  which  priee  thejr  cannot  be  afforded :  the  same 
article  has  been  sold  at  33  to  35  cents.  The  price 
must  necessarily  be  r<^ulated  by  the  price  of 
cotton  wool  which  during  the  war  was  rery  high 
nt  the  North,  and  since  the  war  has  been  high 
everywhere. 

■  The  principal  markets  are  the  cities  of  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  and,  ia  a  less 
degree,  CharlesUin  and  Sarannah:  from  these 
cities  they  are  spread  over  the  South  and  West. 

Of  the  number  of  spiDdles  now  in  operation, 
very  few  were  eOeclually  at  work  before  the  war. 
Sneh  establishments  hare  as  yet  reapal  no  profit 
whatever.  Had  the  whole  number. been  in  com- 
piete  operation  before  the  war,  the  home  compe- 
tition would  hare  reduced  the  prices  mneh  lower 
than  they  weroj  but  the  greaur  number  pcodoo^ 
DO  e0ect  till  about  the  coocluiion  <^  the  waef^ 

We  are  unable  to  state,  with  any  exactness,  the 
amoant  or  value  of  cotton  goods  imported  into 
the  United  Suites  in  difiereni  years;  bat, to  show 
of  how  much  importance'  this  trade  is  to  Qrcat 
Britain,  we  would  stale  that  between  a  quarter 
and  a  third  of  all  the  exports  of  British  produce 
and  manufacture  during  tbe  years  ISOOana  1807— 
say  XU,417,834,  on  an  averitfe  of  the  two  yeara 
—were  made  to  the  Uuited  States.  Id  the  sama 
years,  the  real  value  of  cotton  goods  exported  to 
the  United  States  from  Oreat  Britain  (exclusive 
of  Scotland)  was,  on  au  average  of  the  two  years, 
je4,393,U9,  and  of  woollen  goods,  £4,591,437— 
beinc  919,00(^000  of  cotton,  and  920^000,000  of 
woelUa. 

It  ia  proper  to  add,  that  there  is  now  one  maiw- 
faetory  of  cat  ftistians  and  velrats  at  Hudson,  and 
another  aboat  to  begia  at  Frankfort,  and  that 
tboa  good*  require  a  duty  higher  than  w«  have 
proposed  for  other  goods.  They  aos4  SMre— any 


from  14<2.  to  30d.  per  yard  of  18  ioehes  widtb— 
and  therefore  will  require  a  duty  of  30  cents  par 
square  yard  for  such  as  cost  23d.  and  ander,  and 
^  cents  for  sueh  as  eost  more. 


TASIFF  OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Communicated  to  &e  Hoaae,  February  1^  1816.] 
TRBA,euBy  DBPi.aTHSHT,  jFV5.  12, 1816. 
Sis:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Hons* 
of  Representatives  of  the  23d  of  February.  1815^  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  on  tne  sab> 
ject  of  a  general  tariff  of  duties  proper  to  be  im- 
posed 00  imported  goods,  waice,  and  merchandise. 
I  have  the  finnor  to  be,  Ac. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Hm.  SraauB  tjfike  Ooim  qfRtpt, 

On  the  23d  Februarv,  1815,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives "  .Aesoliiea,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  directed  to  report  to  Conffress,at  thair 
next  session,  a  general  tariff  of  duties  proper  to 
be  imposed  upon  goods,  wares, and  mercnandisa»** 
and,  io  obedience  to  thatMsolution,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  now  the  honor  to  lay  beCora 
Congress  the  following  report,  comprehending— 

I.  A  view  of  the  tariff  of  the  United  States, 
and  iu  incidents  upon  the  Peace  EUubUshmeaL 

II.  A  statement  of  the  ceneral  prlncij^  for 
reforming  the  tariff  of  the  United  States,  incbid^ 
iog  the  meaos  of  enforcement. 

In.  A  general  tariff  proposed  for  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress. 

L  Aviawofthe  Tariff  9fiha  United  StaUt,  and 
it$  incident*  upon  the  Peace  Ettabliehmeia. 
By  an  act  of  Congress^  passed  on  the  1st  July, 
1813,  the  permanent  doties  psevioosly  imposed  bf 
law  nnon^goods  imported  into  the  United  Stataa 
from  foreign  plaees  were  doubled ;  an  addition  of 
10  per  cent,  was  made  to  tint  double  dutiea  upon 
goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  the  United  StaMq 
ud  Tcssela  bdoagiog  wholly  or  in  port  to  tha  siAn 
jaetettf  forei|m  Powers,  entering  the  United  Stataa. 
were  ehaitaa  with  an  additional  tonnage  daty  of 
$1  50  per  ton.  This  act  was  limited  in  its  cob* 
tlnuance  to  the  period  of  one  year  after  the  peace 
with  Oreat  BrUain,  and  it  expires  of  coarse  oi 
the  17th  of  February,  1816.  The  aot  (with  aUita 
supplements)  imposing  an  additieaal  duty,  coin* 
monly  called  the  "hlediterranean  Fund,"of  a^per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  imported  goods  payiag 
daties  ad  valorem,  and  a  diaeriminatiBg  duty  of 
10  per  cent  upon  that  additioaal  duty,  in  rcspaoc 
to  all  goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  the  Uintad 
States,  bad  eiiarcd  on  the  3d  March,  181& 

Considering  the  subject,  ihirfefore,  upon  tka 
foundation  on  which  it  is  plaeed  by  the  extiBae 
tion  of  the  Meditenanean  Fuad,  and  bf  iba  ia» 
tomtioB  of  peace,  the  aaacxed  laUe  (markad  A) 
ashibitt  the  genaial  tariff  of  the  UnJtid  Stata% 
rcmttiDg  from  the  sMcesuve  acta  of  Goagnaa 
io^iaf f  aufnntiagf  Md  ttod^iaf  tlw  dtttiM 
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vpon  imported  merebtudiie,  eomptred  with  tbe 
ntes  of  dmies  proposed  for  tbe  new  tariff;  and  it 
U  tDseeptible  of  tbe  diKriminalion  marked  in  the 
Ubie  No.  1,  comprising  tbe  articles  ebarged  wiib 
specific  duties ;  No.  2,  comprisiog  tbe  articles 
.charged  with  dattes  ad  ralorem,  at  the  several 
'rates  of  per  ceot^  15  per  cent.,  and  20  per  cent. ; 
and  No.  3,  compiUiDg  the  articles  that  are  free 
from  duty. 

It  it  aaotber  imporUot  view  of  the  sabject, 
ooooeoted  with  the  details  of  the  ubIe  A,  that  tbe 
rate  of  duty  upon  the  tonoage  of  Tcssels  of  tbe 
United  Slates,  and  of  the  duties  upon  the  goods 
which  Ibey  import,  is  less  than  upon  the  tonnage 
tk  other  ressels,  and  of  their  cargoes.   Thus : 

1.  AttothedutfOHtcmatei 

Ships  or  vessels  of  the  Uoiied  States  entering  from 
any  foreign  port  or  place,  or  earryinggoods  from 
one  district  to  another  district,  are  charged  at 
the  rate,  per  ton  of    -      -      -      -    6  cts. 

Ships  or  Tessels  built  within  the  United 
Butes,  but  belongiofc  wholly  or  in  part 
to  the  subjects  of  foreign  Powers,  en- 
tering from  a  foreign  place  or  port,  are 
charged  at  tbe  rate,  per  ton,  of  -      -  30  do. 

Ships  or  vessels  of  ererjr  other  description 
entering  from  a  foreign  port  or  place, 
carrying  goods  from  one  district  to  an- 
other diatrict  within  the  United  Statesj 
are  charged  at  the  rate,  per  ton,  of     -  60  do. 

And  it  may  be  properly  here  added  that 
ehipe  and  vessels  not  of  tbe  United 
Statesj  or  not  wholly  owned  by  Amer- 
ieaa  citizens,  entering  the  ports  of  the 
United  Sutes,are  charged  by  law  with 
the  duty  called  "  light  money,"  at  the 
fatt,  per  ton,  of-      -     -      •     -50  do. 

2,  A$  to  ike  duty  on  good*  imported. 

The  discriminating  doty  imposed  by  law  on  goods 
imported  in  vessels  of  tbe  United  States  is  not 
made  a  direct  charge  upon  the  goods  as  specified 
in  tbe  ubte  A,  but  it  is  charged  generally  upon 
the  rate  of  duty  imposed  on  the  like  goods,  wnen 
imported  in  vessels  of  tbe  United  States;  aifd  it 
ia  aniformly  an  addition  of  10  per  cent  upon  tbe 
American  nte  of  duty,  whether  that  be  specific 
Of  ad  valorem. 

The  diaerimiDating  doty  is  to  be  considered, 
kowarcr,  in  eonnuioa  with  the  treatiM  and  acts 
of  CoBgrest  which  have  mbjeoted  it  to  teiDpo- 
mry  or  permanent  modifications.  Thai,  1.  The 
Xioaisiana  Convention  suspended  the  discrlmf- 
BUioff  duties  for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  (which 
will  expire  on  tbe  6th  March,  1816,)  in  relation 
to  French  and  Spanish  vessels  and  cafgoes  arriv- 
iagwiibin  tbe  ceded  Territory.  S.  The  conven- 
tion to  regulate  tbe  commerce  between  the  terri- 
tories of  tbe  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty  will  suspend  tbe  discriminating  duties  In 
lelation  to  British  vessels  and  cargoes  arriving 
within  tbe  United  Sutes  from  the  British  terri- 
lories  in  Europe,  for  a  period  of  four  years,  eom- 
MMing  on  the  3d  July,  1815.  And,  3.  The  act 
«rth0  3d  M»eh,18ifi^hu  aathociiad  th«  abeU- 


tion  of  tbe  discriminating  duties  ia  relation  to 
every  foreign  nation  which  shall  abolish  anehof 
its  discriminating  and  countervailing  duties  as  are 
disadvantageoui  to  tbe  United  Slates. 

The  duty  on  tonnage  is  payable  at  the  time  of 
entry;  but,  before  tbe  product  of  tbe  dories  mi 
goods  imported  reaches  tbe  public  Treasury,  the 
collection  is  affected  by  the  credit  which  the  lavr 
allows  to  tbe  importer,  and  tbe  amount  is  liable 
to  a  reduction,  by  tbe  allowance  of  drawbacks  and 
bonnlies,  as  well  as  by  the  expense  of  c(41ecUoa. 

Ist.  Attothe  credit  for  dutiea  on  good*  tvtported. 

On  the  produce  of  the  West  Indiea,  (salt  ex- 
cepted,) and  on  goods  imported  by  sea  from  mil 
foreign  ports  and  islands  lying  north  of  tbe  equa- 
tor, and  situated  on  tbe  easteni  shorn  of  Amec- 
ica,  it  is  three  months  for  (nie-half,aad  aix  montha 
for  the  other  half. 

On  salt  it  is  nine  months. 

On  Madeira,  and  all  other  wiae%  it  is  tweire 
months. 

On  goods  imported  from  Europe,  (other  tha& 
wines,  salt,  and  teas,)  it  ia  eight  months  for-oa*- 
ihird,  ten  moiths  for  one-third,  and  twelve  moatbs 
for  one-third. 

On  goods  (other  than  wines,  salt,  and  teas) 
imported  from  any  other  place  than  Europe  and 
the  West  Indies,  it  is  six  months  for  one-haJi^  aloe 
months  for  one-fourth,  and  twelve  months  for 
one-fourth. 

On  teas  imported  from  Cbtna  or  Europe  it  ia 
eoodilioaally,  npoo  deposlles,  two  years,  subject, 
as  intermediate  sales  may  be  effected,  to  paymeatt 
at  four  months,  eight  months,  or  twelve  month^ 
according  to  the  amount  of  sales,  respectively. 

3d.  jlfl  le  Oe  drm^xuk     dutim  am  goodf  e*>- 
ported. 

Tbe  general  provuion  of  the  law  allow*  a 
drawback  of  the  duties  on  goods  imported  into 
the  United  States,  provided  ibey  amount  to  fifty- 
dollars,  if  the  goods  be  exported  within  twelve 
calendar  months  after  the  importation  to  any  for- 
eign port  or  place  other  than  the  dominions  of 
any  foreign  State  immediately  adjoining  to  the 
United  Slates.  This  local  limitation  has  been 
modified,  however,  so  as  to  authorize  an  exporta- 
tion, with  the  benefit  of  the  drawback,  from 
Louiriana  to  any  port^  or  place  situated  to  the 
southward  thereof. 

To  the  general  provision  f»f  the  law  for  the 
allowance  of  drawback  there  are  some  ezwprioasr 
Ist.  The  additional  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  imposed 
Qpott  goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  tbe  United 
States,  is  not  tbe  subject  of  drawback.  2dly. 
Tbe  right  of  exportation  for  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back is  not  allowed  in  the  ease  of  foreign  dried 
and  pickled  fish,  and  other  salted  provisions,  fish 
oil,  or  playing  cards.  3dly.  The  nte  of  a  half 
cent  per  gallon  on  spirits,  with  two  and  a  half 
per  cent  oa  the  dotin,  ana  the  rate  of  three  aad 
a  half  per  cent,  on  tbe  amount  of  the  duties  a 
all  other  goods  imported,  is  to  be  retained,  when 
they  are  exported  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  as 
an  indemnifioation  for  the  expense  accrued  coBr 
eerntagthea. 
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3d.  ^  to  the  aUomuiee  of  bountiet  on  export*. 
The  act  of  the  29th  of  Jul^,  1813,  (which  will 
expire  od  the  17th  of  February,  1816,)  when  it 
ina posed  a  duty  of  tweoiy  ceota  per  bushel  upon 
imported  nit,  allowed  a  bounty  upon  all  exported 
picVled  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents  ]>er  barrel,  prorided 
the  fish  were  wholly  cured  with  foreign  salt,  on 
which  a  duty  bad  been  paid  or  secured.  The 
aame  act  aotoorizes  an  annual  allowance  to  the 
owners  and  erews  of  Ameriosn  vessets  and  boau 
employed  in  the  fisheries,  ^duated  according  to 
the  tonnaee. 

The  act  of  the  24th  of  July,  1813,  (which  will 
also  expire  on  the  17th  of  February,  1816,)  when 
it  impcned  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound  upon 
all  sugars  refined  within  the  United  States,  au- 
thorized a  drawback,  in  the  nature  of  a  bouoiv, 
upon  all  such  of  the  so^r  so  refined,  as  should 
be  exported  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign 
port  or  place. 

4tk.  Antoth*  txpen$e  ^  lAe  cotiecftm  ^  dutie» 
on  importB. 

The  successful  eolleetlon  of  the  doties  on  im- 
ports, before  the  introduction  of  the  restrictive 
ajrstem,  depended  more  up<m  the  intwrity  of  the 
eommaroial  community  than  upon  the  rigor  of 


the  taws,  or  an  ezpenKiTe  rigilance  at  the  eastom- 
bonse.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  or  disregarded,  bow- 
ever,  that  soon  after  that  event  the  spirit  of  illicit 
commerce  was  kindled,  that  it  spread  during  the 
late  war,  and  that,  witit  every  just  reliance  upon 
the  honor  of  the  American  merchant,  measures  of 
great  energy  have  become  nceeasary  for  the  proteo- 
tioa  of  the  fair  trader,  as  well  asfor  the  sceurity 
the  revenue.  Hitherto  the  avenge  aonnal  expense 
of  eolleetion  may  be  stated  at  nearly  four  per  cent, 
upon  the  annniu  product  (exclusive  of  the  fees 
paid  by  individuals,  which  may  be  estimated  at 
one  per  cenL  more)  during  a  season  of  open  and 
prosperous  eommerce}  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
effect  of  an  increased  expenditure  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  means  which  are  necessary  to  pre* 
vent  and  detect  offences  against  the  laws,  will  so 
augment  the  product  of  the  duty,  as  to  afford  a 
certain  and  ample  equivalent  for  the  original  ad- 
vance. 

The  operation  of  the  tarifi^  exhibited  in  table 
A,  with  the  incidents  which  hare  been  stated, 
may  be  concisely  viewed  with  reference  to  two 
periods  ia  the  eommerce  of  the  United  States : 
1st.  Before  the  introdoetion  at  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem, Irom  1804  to  1807,  both  yaara  inclusive ;  and, 
2d,  after  the  introduction  of  the  restrictive  system, 
from  1806  to  18U,  both  years  inclusive.  Thus— 


Dunne  the  fcnr 
years,  from  1804 
to  1807,  both  in- 
dnnve. 


DoiiBg  the  four 
yean,  from  IMS 
to  1611,  both  in- 
dosive. 


The  average  annual  grois  prodnct  of  dotiai  on  merehandiss  iasportad 
The  averaffs  annoal  amount  of  debentuM  issued  ior  diawbsck  on 

nar^andiaa  imported 
Hu  average  annual  amount  of  bounties  and  aUowanees    -      -  - 
The  average  annual  prodnet  of  duties  on  merofasndise  iapottui,  after 

dedneting  dra^baek^  bounties,  Ac  

The  aversg*  annual  product  of  the  sd  valorem  duties,  including  the 

MeditRTmnasn  fund,  sftei  deducting  ditto  .  .  .  -  - 
The  sversge  annual  product  of  the  Mediterranean  Amd,  after  deduct* 

ing  ditto  - 

The  average  uuinal  j^net  of  the  neeifle  daties,  aftn  deducting  do. 
The  average  annual  j^odnet  ot  the  three  and  a  half  per  oenL  retmad 

endrawbaA      -  ---------- 

The  avwage  annual  prodnet  of  the  additional  duty  of  ten  pOT  cent  in 

merchandise  imported  in  foreign  vessels  .  -  .  .  . 
The  average  annual  product  cf  duties  on  merchandise  imparted  in 

American  Tauel^  after  dednating  drawbacks,  Ac.  •  .  -  • 
The  aTeiage  annual  product  of  duties  on  merehaBdise  imported  ia 

foreign  vessels  .......... 

The  average  annual  prodnet  of  duties  mi  tonnage  .... 

Tlia  average  annual  prodnet  of  light-mooey  ..... 

The  average  annual  expenses  on  cdlectioB  ..... 


9S4,SS«,O01  Bl 

8,714,078  60 
1M,700  37 

16,819,817  64 

6,686,076  89 

968,066  36 
6,365,737  10 

318,917  06 

197,687  69 

18444,764  18 

8,174,663  46 
160,660  60 
61,869  90 
664,818  88 


918^774  09 

9,766,609  » 
63,036  as 

9,616,188  81 

4,8164IS9  a 

699,999  88 

»,073;B78  60 

100,903  7f 

18M88  68 

M86,676  68 

1,378,669  98 
169,186  90 
89,166  48 
479,688  It 
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U,  AttaUmentqf  gmetvl  prmeiptM  for  rt* 
^frmwg  the  tariff  of  <Ae  Vmed  SuUet,  incb/d- 
ing  the  mean*  of  enforcement. 

T|m  tariff  whieh  has  been  thai  genenUf  re- 
Tiewed  originkted  in  tbe  year  1790,  soob  after  the 
Mfaaisation  of  tbe  FWeral  GoTeranieBt.  Not- 
mtfastaDding  tbe  Tartoas  alterations  to  wbioh  it 
na  rabjeeted  daring  tbe  long  period  of  Amari- 
ean  neatralitr,  it  certaioljr  has  not  been  left  in  a 
state  adapted  to  the  present  epoch.  Tbe  peace 
of  Barope  will  give  a  new  eoorie  and  ebaraeter 
to  tbe  commerce  of  the  world  ;  and  tbe  condition 
<^  the  United  Slates  is  anentiallf  changed  in  pop> 
ulation,  in  wealth,  in  the  empwjrment  of  labor 
and  capital,  io  tbe  deraaod  of  luxaries,  or  of  ne- 
cessaries for  consumption,  and  io  tbe  natire  ro- 
sonrees  to  supply  tbe  demand.  These  eonsidem- 
tions  forciUy  reoommeod  the  measare  of  rcTirioB 
and  reform  which  is  now  contemplated ;  the  task, 
howererj  is  not  more  important  in  its  object  than 
difficolt  m  the  performaoce.  Tbe  means  of  in- 
formation are  soattered  and  imperfect.  Many 
conflicting  interests  and  prejodices  are  to  be  ree- 
onciled  i  and|  in  tbe  imtettled  stale  of  coDnene, 
moch  of  any  plan  conBeeted  with  its  oplrmtions 
most  unavoidably  rest  npoB  bypotheds,  and  be 
tested  by  foture  nperiment.  In  erery  eflbrt, 
therefore,  to  diminish  the  force  of  these  obstaeles, 
an  ulterior  reliance  upon  tbe  wisdom  of  tbe  Le- 
gisUtore  has  been  respectfully  indulged. 

In  framing  the  propositions  which  this  report 
will  submit  to  the  considtrMion  of  Congress  for 
the  establisbmeDt  of  a  geoeral  tariff,  three  great 
objects  bare  been  principally  re^rded :  1st.  The 
object  of  raising,  by  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, tbe  proportion  of  public  rereoue  which 
must  bs  drawn  from  that  source.  2d.  The  ob- 
ject of  conciliating  the  various  national  interests, 
wbicb  arise  from  the  pursuits  of  a^culturfc  man- 
nfbctures,  trade,  and  navigation;  and,  3a.  The 
oiliiieBt  of  reodering  the  ooUeetion  of  the  duties 
convenient,  equal,  and  certain. 

1.  Th«  report  wbtab  tfa«  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  presented  to  the  Honae  of  ft^tvesent- 
nttveson  the  9tb  day  of  J«nuary,  1816,  fucoiahes 
a  ibnndatioD  to  estimate,  wUh  sufficient  prwisioo, 
Sot  the  present  puipose,  the  proportion  of  tba  pub- 
lis  nveaue  to  be  uuunlly  raised  through  the 
medium  of  the  customs. 

It  is  there  stated  that  the  sneunt  of  tbe  annnsl  ds- 
nunds  of  tbe  Peace  Ettablisbment  msy  be  plaeed  at 
the  lom  or  .      .      .      .  116,778,688 

Bat  to  this  sum  it  is  now  proper  to  sdd 
tbe  gOBsrsl  amount  which  is  ^nopri- 
ated  ler  the  psymsnt  of  the  mincipa)  of - 
thepuUic  debt,  esttmated  at  91,860,000 

Tbe  difierencs  between  Uie 
Tieasniy  estimate  fox  tbe 
naval  service^  made  upon 
conjecbrsl  ground,  and  the 
subsequent  statemsnt  of  tbe 
Secr'y  of  the  Navy,  made 
t^n  official  docnmenh^  to 

The  Beerelaiy  of  the  Navy's 
■tatement,  after  adding  tbe 


sna  of  VSOiMWO.  aunslly 
spproprUted  for  three  years 
far  the  purchase  of  timMr* 
being  -  -  93,888,071 
The  Treasury  es- 
tfanato  being  •  3,716,&1» 

The  difltaenee  being    -      -  Utl^l 
And  ^anaoimtwUcliis  pre> 

MHwd  1^  dw  CoBBitlas  at 

Ways  and  Bleaas  to  add  to. 

the  SinkiBg  Fnn^  (raiiing 

itfK»B9B,000^to#lV 

160,000)  ....  6460,000 

The  annoal  revenue  to  be  raised  for  the  anriee 
ot  Qoverumeni,  pay  then  be  stated  in  roand 
nomfaeis  at  the  sum  ot  834^000,00^  ind^ndeot 
of  any  provision  for  pubUe  tnstitntKns  and  pub- 
lic improvements ;  such  as  the  President  has  rec* 
oranended  to  tb»  patronage  ct  the  Legiskton  v 
such  as  tbe  patriotism  or  Gcmgress  may,  fiton 
tim«  to  time,  be  induced  to  suetwo ;  and  aoeli  as 
will  at  once  cntighm,  enriot^  Md  adorn  tin 
nation. 

Upon  tbe  genrnl  pciaeiples  of  puUie  paUey^ 
developed  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  ox 
Ways  and  Means,  the  supply  for  all  tbe  ezpenaes 
of  Oovernment  will  be  derived,  in  part,  from  in- 
ternal duties  and  taxes,  but  principally  from  du- 
ties ou  imporu. 

Stating,  tbsiefore,  tbe  smoont  of  d«nsnd  for  vevsono 

St  -^UJMJOW 

It  has  been  proposed  to  snp^y  annuslly, 

bm  intSBHlidnlisa  nndtazMib  andfiam 

the  sales  of  Mbtto  laad«»  tha  son 

«e,036,000i  diat  is  to  say,  ^  tbe 

disest  ta:^  en  Unbk  kowm,  and  4sff  si^ 

the  aofls  of  .  -.«a;7Q0,0M 

From  the  dnty  on  stiUs  Ilia 

Munof    -     -     •  IfitOAOO 
From  tbe  dn^  on  BtaqQiBtba 

sum  of    .      .      -      .  400)000 
Fnxa  tbe  du^  on  refined  su> 

■srlbeaamof.  .  IQOyMO 

Frois  the  d«^  on  esiriasss 

tbe  sum  of      -      .      .  176,000 
From  lieeoses  te  iet«)ei%  ^a 

tax  proposed  to  be  nodf 

fied)  the  8«tn  of     -      -  900^ 
From  tbe  duties  on  selss  at 

auetien  the  sum  of  ■      .  400^000 
From  the  sales  itf  pnblii;  lands 

the  sum  of     .  .  1,000^ 

,L  I  I  ...  aoftKimft 


And  the  reliance  for  tbe  lesidne  of  the 
supply  must  be  of  course  upon  tbe  cus- 


toms, to  tbe  amount  of 


.  «17,076,0M 


It  is  here  to  be  considered,  that  tbe  report  of 
tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  eontemphM 
tbe  abolition,  or  the  reductiou  of  duties  or  tsxes 
heretofore  pledged  "  to  provide  for  tbe  paynut 
of  tbe  expenses  of  Qoremmenl^  for  tht  poacWnl 
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Tar^  ^  Ihaim  on  ImporU. 


Sijrmeot  or  tbe  public  debt,  aftd  for  eteuiog  a 
inkiDg  Foftd,"  to  uk  amoant  not  lesi  tbao 
$7,064,340 :  that  is  to  say- 
To  aboUdt  tfia  datiM  on  Aiminm  and  watchM,  on 
doawitie  maavfteton^  and  on  distillod  qnrit*.  in 

amoant  about  98>8M>340 

To  tbdiib  the  additional  d^  on  postac** 

in  amooiU  about      ....  300,000 
And  to  take  fiom  tho  direct  ta^  in  nat 
emonnt,  about  ■      -      .      .      .  I^MM^QOO 


97,064^0 


And  for  sapplyioff  this  sam  of  87,064,340,  in 
obserraoce  of  the  plighted  faith  of  the  GoTem- 
ment,  it  has  been  proposed  to  make  an  addition 
to  the  cQstotns,  equal  to  ao  average  rate  of  f<wty- 
two  per  cent,  upon  the  produeta  of  the  duties  im- 
posM  prior  to  the  act  of  the  1st  of  July,  1813,  by 
vhich  the  impoat  was  doubled  (as  already  slated) 
during  the  eentisuanee  of  the  late  war. 
[f,  then*  tbe  avarage  annuel  product  of  At  siagle  da- 
tias  oninporte  and  tensaga  may  be  esttBated  (and 
it  CBBMi  be  pnidentllr  «>tbB«tM  bigfaar)  at  Aa  sun 

of    -      -  9l*iM0^ 

rba  addition  of  fattj-iwo  pet  caaft.  vfmt 
AatanountwiUyialdaauBof  -      -  6,040,000 


ind  will  give,  fin  tho  amount  to  be  pro* 
dnced  by  the  customs      -  -  jU 7,040,000 


2d.  The  social  compact  is  fumed  oa  the  basis 
if  a  aiurrendar  of  a  part  of  tbe  natural  righta  of  ia- 
lividuala,  for  the  security  and  beoefit  of  tha  whole 
society.  The  Federal  compact  is  formed  oa  the 
}asis  of  a  surrender  of  a  part  of  the  political  rif^ts 
if  each  State,  for  the  benefit  and  seeurity  of  tbe 
irhole'Coofea»ation.  Hence^  in  the  attampt  to 
soDciliatetba  nriousDatiooal  imeiestswliieQariaa 
Tom  the  pnraiuts  of  a^iioulture,  maDufaetures, 
nde^  ud  BtTigatioB,"  u  is  neeasauy  to  reeotleet 
hat  the  common  object  of  the  nation  will  not  in- 
rariably  coireapoud  with  the  separate  objects  of 
ndiridnaia,  or  of  their  profesuons,  aor  with  the 
ooal  objecu  of  the  respectiTe  Slates,  or  of  the 
nduatry  of  tbeir  inhabitants. 

Under  the  beneficent  dispensatiooa  of  Prori- 
lence,  the  territory  of  the  United  States  produces 
tlmost  all  the  natural  fruits  of  the  earth;  aad, 
mrsuing  the  subdirisioa  of  which  labor  is  suscep' 
ible,  tbe  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  engaged 
a  tbe  culiivatioQ  of  almost  erery  art,  and  every 
cieoce,  within  the  scope  of  human  knowledge. 
But  the  fruits  produced,  although  they  are  the 
ruita  of  the  aation,  are  not  the  same  in  every 
Stale;  and  the  labor  employed,  althoogh  it  be  the 
abor  of  the  natioa,  is  empioved  npoa  very  differ- 
nt  maieriala,  with  vary  dinaresc  remlta  in  tha 
>iincip«l  aeationa  of  the  Union. 

Fron  these  considerations  an  derived  the  prin- 
iplea  of  geucral  policy  by  which  the  nattooal 
lwaract€r  u  formed^  and  the  aatioaal  interests  are 
laintaioed.   The  mtercsts  of  agriculture  require 

fre«  and  constaut  aoeaaa  to  a  market  for  its 
taplea,  and  a  ready  supply  of  all  tha  artielea  of 
lae  aaa  ooosanipliMi  oa  teasoaabla  teima ;  bat 


the  national  interest  may  require  tbe  establiab- 
ment  of  a  domestic  in  preference  to  a  foreign 
market,  and  tbe  employment  of  domestic  in  pref- 
erence to  foreign  labor,  in  fumishtag  the  nccea- 
lary  supplies.  And,  again,  the  iateraato  of  fin- 
eign  commeree  flourish  most  when  forojga  can- 
merce  is  the  only  medium  to  eooTey  the  nuural 
products  of  the  country  to  a  nnrket,  and  to  pro> 
vide  for  all  the  waaia  of  the  peo|ds  in  the  labrioa 
of  tha  maaufaetnrcr  and  tbaattist;  but  tha  n»* 
tiooal  interest  may  require  (contemplating  equal* 
ly  tha  state  of  peace  and  tlie  state  of  war)  that 
the  people  should  be  as  independeot  in  the  ra« 
sources  of  their  subsistence  as  in  the  operatioaa 
of  their  Gtovernment.  It  must,  however,  be  tW 
aim  of  every  just  system  of  political  economy  t» 
seeure  tbe  national  interest  with  as  little  pr^o* 
dioe  as  possible  to  the  pecnlinr  interests  of  agtv* 
culture  and  of  commerce. 

There  are  few,  if  any,  governments  which  do- 
not  regard  the  eatablisbment  of  domestic  naniH^ 
faetotee  as  a  ehief  obicet«f  paUie  peliey.  Thr 
United  States  have  always  so  rmrdco  IL  Ib 
tha  earliest  acts  of  Congress,  whieS  wen  paaied- 
after  the  adoptioaof  tbe  preeentConaUtation,  Am 
obligation  of  providing,  by  doties  on  taporta,  fer 
tbe  discharge  of  the  publie  debia,  ia  expressiv- 
eonnected  with  the  policy  of  eacoaraging  and 
protecting  mann&oturea  In  the  ^ear  1790  tha 
Bcorctary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  by  the 
House  of  Repreaaotativcs  to  take  the  aubjeet  of 
manu&otnrea  into  consideration,  with  a  view 
particularly  to  report  nptm  "tbe  means  of  pr^ 
motiog  socb  as  would  render  the  United  Statea 
independent  of  foreign  nations  for  military  and 
otber  essential  supplies."  In.  the  vear  1810  the 
Legislature  again  manifested  a  marccd  aoUcitade' 
to  ascertain  the  pn^resa  of  the  naiioaal  indepen-' 
denee  in  manufaetnrea,  by  combining  the  boai- 
neas  of  the  cenaits  with  aa  inquiry  into  the  atale 
of  the  several  manufacioring  eatabltthmeala  and 
manofaotures  within  the'senral  distrieta>  ternlo-' 
riea,  and  divisions  of  tha  United  Suies.  Bat  it 
was  emphatically  during  tiw  period  of  the  re- 
strictive system  and  of  the  war,  that  tlM  iwefoa^- 
lance  of  domestic  manufaotaroa  beenme  censpie^- 
uous  to  tbe  nation,  and  made  a  lasting  impreasioa- 
upon  the  mtud  of  every  stataaman  and  of  evwf ' 
patriot.  Tbe  weapons  and  mnnitiotta  of  war,  the 
necessaries  of  clotning,  and  the  comforts  of  U*^ 
iog,  were  at  fiut  but  scantily  provided.  Tbe 
American  market  seemed,  for  a  while,  to  be  eont- 
verted  into  a  scene  of  gambling  and  extortion ; 
and  it  was  not  the  least  of  the  evils  geeerated  br 
tbe  unequal  state  of  the  supply  and  the  demaa4 
that  an  tliicit  traffic  with  toe  enemy,  by  land  aaa 
by  water,  was  corruptly  and  systematically  pvea*^ 
eented  frwn  tbe  eomokencement  to  tbe  tarotiaap 
tion  of  hoatilitiea. 

From  these  ciroumBUnees  of  snfferiag  aad 
mortification  have  sprung,  however,  theawaaa 
of  future  safety  and  independence.  It  hna  beea- 
thought  that,  with  respect  to  industry  ai>plied  to 
manufactures  as  well  aa  with  respect  to  iodnaltir 
applied  to  commerce,  individuals  should  be  Ion 
to  paraue  their  own  ooniae  uniooehed  by  the 
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haod  of  GorernmeDt,  eitbtr  to  impd  or  to  re< 
ttraiD.  Witbootexaminioghoir  far  ibis  opioioa 
is  lanctioQed  by  cxperienee.  it  is  auffieieat  upon 
the  piMCDt  oecasioD  to  obserrd  that  the  Ameri- 
etft  maoolketam,  partieaUrly  thoae  which  hare 
been  introdnecd  dwiny  thercftrietiTeajrueiD  and 
the  war,  owe  their  auteoee  exelntlTuj|  to  the 
eapiul,  the  akill,  the  eoterpris^  and  the  indwtry 
of  private  citizens.  The  demands  of  the  coan- 
try,  while  the  aeqcUilioo  of  sappliea  from  forelffo 
■attons  was  either  prohibited  or  impracticable, 
■Mj  have  afforded  a  sufficient  indQcemeot  for 
this  iorestmeDt  of  capital,  and  this  applieation  of 
labor;  but  tbe  inducement,  in  its  necessary  ex- 
teot,  mnst  fail  when  the  day  of  competition  re- 
turns.  Upon  that  change  in  the  coodiiion  of  the 
coaatry,  the  preservation  of  tbe  manufactures 
which  private  citizeni,  under  favorable  auspices, 
have  coQstitated  the  property  of  tbe  nation,  be- 
comes a  eonsideratioD  of  general  policy,  to  be 
reaolved,  by  a  reeoUectioa  of  past  embarrass- 
mcats,  by  tbe  eertainty*of  an  increased  difficulty 
^  reiastatiog,  upon  any  emergency,  the  maau- 
Daetiires  which  shall  be  allowed  to  perish  and 
pass  away,  and  by  a  just  sense  of  the  inflaebce  of 
domesiio  maaofacttires  apoa  the  wealth,  power, 
and  independence  of  the  Qoreroment. 

Tbe  object  to  be  encouraged  and  protected 
merits,  in  its  intrinsic  value,  as  well  as  in  its  gen- 
eral ioflueoce,  tbe  attention  of  tbe  Legislature. 
From  the  peace  of  1783,  uotit  the  year  180S,  the 
march  of  domestic  manufactures  was  slow  but 
ateady.  It  has  since  been  bold,  rapid,  and  firm  ; 
satil,  at  tbe  present  period,  considering  tbe  eir- 
onrattances  of  time  and  pressure,  it  has  reached 
a  station  of  jinexampled  prosperity.  Tbe  at- 
tempt, however,  to  obtain  detailed  and  accurate 
information  upon  the  subject  has  only  been  sue- 
eeasful  in  a  very  limited  degree ;  and,  eonse- 
qaenily,  tbe  resnlt  must  be  presented  to  the  view 
of  Congrcaa  rather  aa  an  outline  and  an  aBtiaaate 
than  as  a  compete  and  demonstrative  autement 
of  facts.  With  this  uoderslandinf  the  American 
manofactnres  may  be  saiiafactorily  divided  into 
three  principal  danes,  allowing  for  such  diver- 
aitiea  m  ahaae  as  will  sometimes  seem  to  render 
the  classification  of  particular  maaufaetures 
doubtful  or  arbitrary : 

Fint  ckua.  Manufactures  which  are  firmly 
and  peroiaoently  established,  and  which  wholly, 
or  almost  wholly,  supply  the  demand  for  domes- 
tic use  and  consumption. 

Second  dam.  Uaoofaotures  which,  being  re- 
ecDtly  or  partially  establisbed,  do  not  at  present 
an^y  the  denund  for  domestic  use  and  eon- 
annption,  but  which,  with  proper  cultivation, 
are  eapauc  of  beiag  matured  to  the  whole  extent 
of  iha  demand. 

Thirddam,  Bfanofhctures  whioharaaoslight- 
ly  eoltivated  as  to  leave  the  demand  trf"  the  coun- 
try wholly,  or  almost  wholly,  dependent  npmi 
foreign  sources  for  a  supply. 

lat  dam.  In  the  first  class  it  is  believed  the 
following  articles  may  be  embraced : 

Cabinet  wares  and  all  mannfactorea  of  wood. 

Carriages  of  aU  deseriplionc. 


Cables  and  cordage. 

Hats  of  wo(^  fur,  leather,  chip,  or  straw,  and 
straw  bonnets. 

Iron  castinp,  fire  and  aide:anns,  eannoii,  ai» 
keta,  pistols. 

Window  glass. 

Leatber,  and  all  manubetnrcs  of  leather,  im- 
eluding  saddles,  bridles,  and  barneas. 
Paper  of  every  description ;  blank  books. 
Printing  types. 

2d  dam.  In  tbe  second  class  it  is  believed  the 
following  articles  may  be  embraced : 

Cotton  goods  of  the  coarser  kinds. 

Woollen  goods  of  the  coarser  klnda  geBcrally, 
and  some  of  tbe  finer  kinds. 

Metal  buttons. 

Plated  wares. 

Iron  manufactures  of  the  larger  kinds ;  shor^ 
spades,  axes,  hoes,  scythes,  &c. ;  nails,  lai^  ara 
small. 

Pewter,  tin,  copper,  and  brass  manafactorea. 

Alnm,  copperas. 

Spirits,  beer,  ale,  and  porter. 

3a  dam.  In  (he  third  dasa  it  is  belteved  tlw 
following  articles  may  be  embraced : 

Cotton  manafaelores  vi  the  finer  kinds  t  miie- 
lios,  nankeens,  chintzes,  stained  and  printed  cot- 
tons of  all  dcsoriptions. 

Liaenof  all  descriptions,  linen  cambrics,  la  wb«. 

Hempen  cloths,  saildou,  Rossiao  and  Qer- 
man  linens. 

Silk  goods  of  all  desetipitons. 

WooHen  goods-of  many  descriptions ;  worsted 
goods  of  all  kinds,  stuffs,  eamblets,  blankets,  ear- 
pets  and  carpeting. 

Hosiery  of  all  descriptions,  including  knit  or 
woven  gloves. 

Hardware  and  ironmongery,  excepting  the 
laivo  articles,  eatl«y,  pins,  needles. 

China  waie,  earthen  ware,  poreebin. 

Otasa  of  all  deseriptions,  axecpt  window  ^aaa 
and  phiab. 

The  matured  state  of  the  Jirtt  dam  of  muttt- 
faoturea  relieves  the  task  of  forming  a  uiiiff^  with 
respect  to  them,  from  any  important  dffienlty. 
Duties  migbt  be  freely  imposed  upon  the  impof- 
ution  of  similar  articles,  amounting  wholly,  oc 
nearly,  to  a  prohibition,  without  eodangerioy  a 
scarcity  in  the  supply,  while  the  competiuon 
among  the  domestic  manufacturers  alone  would 
sufficiently  protect  the  consumer  from  exorbttaM 
prices,  graduating  the  rates  of  ibe  market  gener- 
ally by  tbe  standard  of  a  fair  profit  npon  the  cap- 
ital and  labor  employed.  It  is  true,  howerer,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  by  impoainj;  low  duties  apoa 
tbe  imported  articles,  importation  would  be  es- 
couraged,  and  the  revenue  increased ;  bat,  with- 
out addiiv  to  the  comfort,  or  dedoetiog  fiooi.  the 
expense  of  the  consumer,  tbe  consumption  t^the 
domestic  manufacture  would,  in  an  equal  de- 
gree, be  diminished  by  that  operation,  and  tlw 
mantilaetare  itself  miyht  be  entirely  sapplaaiaL 
It  i^  therefore,  a  queation  between  the  gaia  of  ite 
revenue  and  the  loss  of  the  maoufactore.  te  be 
decided  upon  princifdes  of  national  policy,  uadn 
the  eizeamstaneea  wT  an  abtuubnt  nukec  d»  ia- 
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terest  of  the  coasamer  mast  stand  indifferent, 
whether  the  price  of  aoy  article  be  paid  for  the 
beneOt  of  the  maDUfkcturer,  or  of  the  importer ; 
but  a  wise  Ooveroment  will  sorely  deem  it  better 
to  saerifiee  a  portion  of  its  rerenne,  than  lo  sacri- 
fice those  inatitmioDs  which  private  enterprise 
and  wealth  hare  connected  wiu  public  procperit^ 
and  independence. 

The  teeond  class  of  manufactures  presenU 
considerations  of  the  most  inieresting,  and  not 
of  the  least  embarrassiog  natare,  in  the  forma- 
tioQ  of  a  tari£  Some  reltaarks  hare  alreadf 
hcea  mada  upon  the  danger  which  at  present 
tbTeatcM  those  mannftctarei^  as  well  as  upon  the 
policy  of  rendering  them  permanently  beneficial 
to  the  nation;  fiv it  is  respeetfully  thought  to  be 
in  the  power  of  the  L^lature.  by  a  well-timed 
and  well-directed  {tatronage,  to  place  them,  within 
a  rery  limited  period,  upon  the  footing  on  which 
the  mannfkctures  included  in  the  first  class  hare 
been  so  happily  placed,  by  the  lapse  of  a  few 
years^  and  the  persereraeee  of  a  comparatiTety 
few  indiTiduals.  .The  means  of  promoting  this 
great  object  are  ranou^  but  it  appears  lo  bare 
been  the  early  and  continued  practice  and  policy 
of  the  QoTernment  to  aflbrd  eneonragement  to 
domestic  products  and  manufactures,  rather  by 
the  imposition  of  protecting  duties  than  by  the 
grant  or  bounties  and  premiums ;  and,  indeed,  it 
M  in  that  eonrse  alone  that  the  sobject  properly 
falls  within  the  scope  of  the  present  report.  Al- 
though some  indulgenee  will  always  be  required, 
fw  any  attempt  so  to  realise  the  natiooaf  inde- 
pendence in  the  departmeat  of  manufactures,  the 
sacrifice  cannot  be  cither  great  or  lasliog.  The 
ineonvenienoes  of  the  day  will  be  amply  compen- 
sated by  future  adranlages.  The  agriculturist, 
whose  produce  and  whose  flocks  depend  for  their 
Taloe  upon  the  fluctuations  of  a  foreign  market, 
will  hare  no  occasion  erentuallr  to  regret  the 
opportunity  of  a  ready  sale  for  his  wool  or  his 
cotton  in  his  own  neighborhood ;  and  it  will 
soon  be  understood  that  the  success  of  the  Ameri- 
can manufacture,  which  tends  to  diminish  the 

Srofit  (often  the  exeessire  profit)  of  the  importer, 
oesnot  necessarily  add  to  the  priceof  the  article 
in  the  haoda  of  the  consumer. 

Asenmin^  therefore,  the  ground,  that  the  man- 
nbetnrea  <»  the  aeeond  euuw  will  be  fostered  by 
the  lefiilatjre  eare^  the  amount  of  the  proieeting 
duties,  and  the  mode  of  imposiog  them,  la  order 
to  be  effectual,  become  important  considerations. 
It  most  be  agreed,  upon  'ill  bands,  that  the 
amount  of  the  duties  should  be  stnh  as  will  en- 
able the  manufaeturer  to  meet  the  importer  in 
the  American  market  upon  equal  terms  of  profit 
and  loss,  and  that  the  mode  of  tmposisg  the  du- 
ties sboatd  be  such  as  to  secure  the  resulting  com- 
petition from  the  influence  of  clandestine  or  illi- 
cit practices.  There  still,  bowerer,  remains  a 
diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  amount  which 
will  be  competent,  and  as  to  the  mode  which 
will  be  eflicient  j  and  the  aim  of  this  report  mil 
be  to  strike  the  medium  which  appears  to  be  best 
esublishcd  from  all  the  infsrmatioa  that  has  been 
eoUeeted. 


The  third  ckus  of  manofaetures  does  cot  re- 
quire further  attention,  at  this  time,  than  to  ad- 
just the  rate  of  doty  to  the  amount  of  revenue 
which  it  is  necessary  to  draw  from  them.  Tbey 
have  not  yet  been  the  objects  of  American  cap- 
ital, industry,  and  enlerprise,  to  any  important 
degree ;  and  the  present  policy  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  is  directed  to  protect,  and  oot  to  create, 
mannfaetures. 

There  is,  however,  a  distinct  view  of  the  sub- 
ject which  ought  not  to  be  omitted.  Where  the 
demand  for  raw  materials,  or  manafactored  arli- 
elcaiaany  of  the  departments  of  domestic  indii»> 
try,  it  wholly,  or 'almost  wholly,  dependrat  upon 
the  tupi^f  firom  foreign  natioDs,  the  access  to 
the  Ameneaa  market  should  be  easy,  if  not  en- 
tirely free.  Acting  upon  this  principle  it  will 
be  proper,  above  all,  to  respect  the  intereeUi  of 
ship'Miildiog  and  navigatioo  at  a  period  when 
the  equalization'  of  the  duties  upon  tonnage  and 
merehandise,  by  the  operation  of  acts  <h  Con- 
gress and  treaties,  will  probaUy  give  rise  to  an 
interesting  competition  between  foreign  vessels 
and  vesseis  of  the  United  States.  The  shipping 
interest  and  the  maoufactoring  interest  must, 
however,  be  reconciled ;  and,  consulting  the  best 
interests,  the  following  suggestions  are  respect- 
fully offered : 

1.  Imported  iron  cables,  anchors,  and  bar  iron ; 
eaUct,  cmrdag^  hemp,  packthread,  twinfc  and 
'seines;  sheet  copper,  copper  nails,  and  lead;  so 
far  as  they  enter  csseDtially  into  the  etwsimetion 
and  eqniinnent  of  ships,  and  are  not  supplied  by 
the  American  manufacturer,  ought  to  be  lightly 
taxed. 

2.  The  case  of  foreign  vessels  employed  in 
bringing  to  the  United  States  goods  that  are  not 
the  growth  or  manufacture  <»  the  country  to 
which  the  vessels  belong,  may  fhrnisk  a  proper 
fleld  for  legislative  regulations. 

3.  The  ease  of  goods  imported  from  countriea 
which,  by  law,  confine  the  carriage  of  such  goods 
to  their  own  vessels,  respectively,  will  also  fhr- 
nish  a  proper  field  for  similar  regulations. 

The  principles  involved  In  the  proposition  for 
a  new  uri^  in  relation  to  the  proteciion  of  do- 
mestic nanuAietures,  being  thus  presented  for 
eonaideration,  the  more  general  principles  of  tha 
system  remain  to  be  briefly  suied.  In  fdation  to 
the  prodneiion  of  the  revenne.  Thus: 

1.  Articles  intended  as  the  source  of  revenne 
should  never  be  so  heavily  cbamd  with  dutiea 
aa  to  prerent  importi^Ut  or  mnoh  to  diminish  it 

3.  Articles  shonld  never  be  so  heavily  charged 
with  duties  as  to  create  a  lomptatioB  to  smuggle. 

•  3.  Articles  of  great  aiza  and  weight,  of  eom- 
paratirelr  small  value,  are  diMeult  to  be  smug- 
gled; aod,  other  things  being  eqoal,  lhay  maybe 
charged  with  higher  duties. 

4.  Articles  of  small  size  and  great  value  are 
easily  smuggled,  and  most  be  charged  with  low 
duties,  to  destroy  the  otherwise  fhtal  temptation 
to  evade  the  law. 

5.  Articles  imported  to  a  gnat  amount  skSnM 
rather  be  charged  with  apeeilie  datiea  upon  their 
Wright  and  measure,  in  ordar  to  guard  against 
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CTasioDs  and  fnudfj  tbu  with  adnloniB  ilatiea 
OD  their  Talue. 

The  diffioaUy  of  carrying  the  last  meitiomd 
role  iDto  praetiee  has  Iweo  foand  almoM  iasur* 
moQDtable.  It  I^at  beeo  already  intimiucd  that, 
ID  the  dassifieatioa  of  maoafactures,  there  were 
eeTcral  anielia,  differently  claseed,  which  can 
•nrcely  be  distinguished  from  each  other,  and 
which  eould  not  be  separately  dewrtbed  with 
■oeh  disiiocUieM  mad  preainoa  a«  U  raqDiaita  io 
ft  Uf  iff  to  mitrk  the  un«  (tf  diierimiaatioa  fer 
difleroit  ifttai  of  aMcifie  ditiei.  Is  the  eottoa 
aad  wooUen  maBQlaotaref  of  ihoUoited  Statet, 
for  instaaee,  there  are  aeveral  hinds  of  goods  ex- 
tensively prodoead,  whose  aamao  ere  ubiirary, 
ftod  ooBiuoally  ehao^og,  aad  whose  teziBreand 
ooaliiy  an  so  yariotts,  aad  so  easily  altered  or 
oisgoMed,  as  to  elode  the  rigUaaee  and  shill  of 
the  eoston-hovse.  For  this  reasoo,  and  coosid- 
oriag,  also,  that  the  aMertaiunoit  of  dottes  by 
the  M^inal  cost  of  the  goods,  aoeordiDg  to  their 
weight  aod  measorc,  is  sometimes  a  soorec  of 
Teiation  to  the  tatporter,  leading,  perlmps,  to 
gMtl  corropttoD  ilk  the  eieeutioD  of  the  law,  the 
preeedeat  of  the  eustio^  tariff  has  been  geoer- 
ailyporsned,  which  subjects  all  goods,  (foi  ex- 
ample, ftU  eottoa  aod  wooUeo  goodie)  whether 
fine  or  coarse,  and  whether  they  are,  or  are  not, 
<rf  the  kinds  mu^heuied  in  the  United  Statss, 
to  oa9  common  rate  of  doty.  A  geoaral  deserip* 
tion  designates  tho  artiole,  renders  tho  imposition 
of  the  diuy  uoifcma.  and  oerloin  at  all  ports  of 
entry,  aod  ^feetuUy  gnarde  against  miMte  or 
evuioa. 

Upon  the  principles  and  with  the  views,  thus 
BtfttM,  the  piopositron  for  the  new  tariff  hu  been 
formed.  The  variations  from  the  tariff  of  per- 
■uineat  single  daties  oonsiK  prinetpalLy  in  the 
foUowiog  points ; 

1.  The  rates  of  the  duties  ad  valorem  are 
ohanged  in  number  from  three  to  eight.  The 
iaereasc  of  the  nomber  will  not,  it  is  Uionght,  be 
attended  with  any  diiadrantage,  and  it  will,  mx 
least,  afford  a  belter  meaas  of  aseertainiOg,  hero- 
after,  the  valne  of  artioka  of  different  deaeiip- 
tioBs  which  are  now  blended  in  onactoaa,as  well 
as  the  amount  of  the  daties  eoUeeted  from  eoeh 
description.  The  amoant  of  the  rates  of  duties 
ad  yalocem  is  also  ehangad  from  ISA,  Ifi,  aad  20 
per  cent,  to  7^,  16,  SOL  &  S8,  30,  8S£  and  86  per 
eaat. 

2.  The  rates  of  the  ^MoiSe  daties  are  geui^ 
ally  increased  upon  the  amoant  of  the  perma- 
nent single  rates,  averaging,  with  the  increase  of 
the  rates  of  duties  ad  varorem,  an  aggregate  of 
about  4S  per  cent,  open  the  aggregate  prodoct  of 
the  cUBiofas,  estimated  at  about  912,000^  per 
annum. 

3.  The  following  artielee,  liereioforft  free,  are 
charged  with  duties,  to  wit: 

Alum,  per  ewe  -  •  -  •  •  $3  00 
Coppera^  per  owt.  -  '  •  -  -  1  50 
Copper,  to  sheets,  rods,  bolts,  or  nails,  per 

pound  04 

Gom  Arabic,  aad  gum  Seaegal,  ad  ralorem , 

7iporoeai. 


13 
I  50 


6  00 
3  00 
8  00 


Mahogany,  per  enbie  foot  .     .  - 

Tin  plates  pw  box  of  lOOsqnaro  feot 

Woods  for  dying- 
Brazil,  BrazilettO)  Camwood,  per  too 
Fustic,  logwood,  per  ton 
Niesn^goa,  per  ton      -  - 

Wire  brass,  ad  valorem,  S3  per  fleoc 

4.  The  following  articles,  heretolore  sabjeet  le 
an  ad  valorem  duty,  are  ehaigad  iwtk  a  spneifie 
duty,  to  wit ; 

Iron,  in  bars  or  b^la,  per  owt>  76  aad  160  oesus. 

5.  The  fidtoi^g  articles^  hootaibra  aoMaa  to 
specific  daties,  are  ebarysd  with  dntiea  ad  val^ 
rem ;  because  the  prodoct  of  tke  spCBifie  4aticB 
has  been  so  incoasideraUe  as  to  mder  it  nadbv 
to  diatingaish  iheaa  from  the  maas  of  aidoles 
charged  with  datiee  ad  vahMm%  to  witi 
Woollen  or  cotton  eavda,  fbraar  doty  per 

dozen  -     -     -     -|po  90 

Glauber  salts,  former  doty 'per  cwt  '  3  00 
Hair  powder  former  doty  j«r  lb.  •  -  04 
Lime,  former  duty  per  cask  of  60  fdloaa  SO 
Malt,  former  duty  per  biubel  -•  -  lO 

Ochre,  yellow,  dry,  former  duty  per  Ih^  •  Ol 
Ocbre,  lu  oil,  former  duty  per  lb    -     -  01^ 
Pewter,  plates  and  dishes,  former  doty 

per  lb.  -  04 

Sui^h,  former  duly  per  lb.  03 
Spanish  brown,  farmer  doty  per  lib  -  Ol 
QAieksitrer,  former  doty  per  Ak     -      •  00 

3.  7%9  meoM  tf  enfitrdne  Ae  tariff. 
The  means  of  enferoug  the  colleetion  of  tte 
duties  oa  impnrtSj  or,  ia  other  words,  tho  mnani 
of  preveatiag  «t  deteeiing  frauds  upon  the  reve- 
nue, require  a  prompt,  eoetgetie,  ud  steady  tf- 
teniion.  The  remedies  to  be  provided  for  tiM 
existing  defects  should  be  partieularly  upltod: 
Ist.  To  guard  agaioit  smi^giing,  by  the  cwades- 
tine  iatroduction  of  merehaodisej  vithoai  rspor^ 
entry,  or  permit;  2d.  To  guard  againat  sBBg> 
gling,  in  the  case  of  duties  ad  valorem,  by  fieand- 
ulent  entries  of  mentbandise  upon  flMiiioaa  ia- 
vowes;  Zd*  To  gnard  against  smag^iiBg,ia  the 
case  of  speeifio  duties,  by'  fmdnleiu  ourtae  ef 
merehaadise  upoa  ftlse  stateiBttilaitf  Uw  weifta, 
or  the  measure;  aat^  4th.  To  gaard  agamst 
smuggling  by  claodeetudy  rcUo£ac  merchan- 
dise exported  with  the  benefit  of  drainiaek,  or  by 
fiaadaloady  obtaining  debentuios  for  duties  oa 
merchandise  exported  ia  eaaea  that  an  not  ttti- 
tled  to  the  benefit.  The  details  neoeasary  to  give 
effect  to  a  system  embracing  these  objeois  mtist 
unavoidably  be  postponed  notil  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress sbalt  be  aseeruined ;  bat  it  is  proper,  at 
this  time,  to  bring  distioetiy  into  view  the  eeeea 
ttal  features  of  the  system.  In  additioa,  there- 
Core,  to  the  provisiooB  contained  in  the  lasn 
which  now  regulate  the  collection  of  daties  en 
imporu  and  tonnage,  the  follawing  pr^osilisas 
are  respectfully  suggested : 

1.  That  a  competeiit  judioial  authority  bepio- 
vided  to  take  edgnisance  of  all  suiii^  pMSssa- 
tioaa.  ioformationa  and  libds^  fbi  dsbtt,  fines, 
penalties,  and  fnioitaffM}  arisHw  aad  arswiag 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  a  |>OTie- 
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oa  rcAdeved  indiipwMabte  by  late  dcetiioM  9f 
lome  of  the  Suite  ooarts  deolioiog  aacfa  cogni- 
noee,  in  oertain  casei. 

2.  That  a  more  oompeicnt  piDriaiM  be  auide 
or  the  emi^oyiaeBt  of  eiHMn-bowe  offieen,  eut- 
«n,  and  bargee. 

3.  Ttet  an  adeqmte  find  be  eieated  aod  set 
ipart  for  the  ereaUM  of  enitom-faoiisea,  ware- 
looMfi  aad  stor9t,  at  the  principal  ports  of  eotrjr; 
k  fiiitd  to  be  created,  first,  by  retaioiDir  an  addi- 
ional  amouDt  of  the  daties,  in  oases  of  exporta- 
■ioa  for  the  beult  joC  dmrbaek^  and.  Kseondiy, 

impsoinf  a  MMdl  dMjrj  to  be  ealled  vare- 
MDse  monejr,"  upon  cT»]r  permit  for  valading 
Derehandtse. 

4.  That  provision  be  made  to  enforee  more 
iffeetDally  the  duty  of  reporting  and  catering 
ressel^  and  exhibiting  manif^ts  of  their  car- 
{oa,  upon  their  arrival  in  any  p«rt  of  the  Oni- 
:ed  Stales ;  and  to  aboHah  the  priTiIege  of  mak* 
og  port  entries. 

5.  That  provision  be  made  to  guard  more  effiai- 
lUally  against  imposition,  under  pretence  that 
ressels  arrive  in  distress,  tbatgoods  are  damaged, 
usd  that  Invoices  are  lost.. 

6.  That  provision  be  made  to  j^ee  all  the 
ivennes  to  the  cargoes  of  the  vessels,  before  iwla- 
ting,  under  the  seat  of  the  eu8tom*ho«sei  aad  to 
tee|)  the  sane  more  effectually  in  tlw  dutrge  of 
dke  inwectors  while  Hnladioe. 

7.  That  provision  be  made  that  all  invoices 
ipon  wln<h  eniiies  may  be  aAcCed,  shall  be  en- 
lorsed  by  the  Anerioan  GowA,  by  a  notary 
>nblie,  or  by  some  other  trustworthy  agent  or 
)fficer,  to  be  designated,  by  law,  at  the  place  of 
'Xporiation,  certifying  the  merchaodise  to  be 
)riced  "at  the  then  current  market  price;"  that 
iDtiies  shall  only  be  permitted  upon  invoices  t.o 
indorsed ;  and  that  the  invoices  sJmU  be  coaapic- 
KJUsly  stamped  with  the  seal  of  the  custom* 
tkouse  ax  the  time  of  entry. 

8.  That  provision  be  made  authorizing  the  col- 
lecten,  in  all  «as«s  of  sosniaioo,  to  add  to  the 
a  voice  price  of  the  mennaadiae  ten  per  oant. 
^yond  tne-additioQ  now  preaeribed )  and^if 
importer  refuse  to  pay  dnties  on  that  amoffiii, 
tbea  either -to  take  the  roerchaodise  on  aceomt 
>f  ifae  UpM  Saalta,  at  the  additional  priee,  or 
a  permit  an  entry  npon  the  original  involee. 

9.  That  ptovisioB  M  made  tlmt  in  all  easesthe 
;astom-honse  t^oers  shall  tend  merchandise  im- 
ported to  the  public  stores'  for  «»minatioQ ;  and 
that  they  shall  be  there  compared  with  the  in- 
vo)c&  Identified  as  to  the  kind  and  quality,  ascer< 
taiaed  as  to  the  weight  and  measure,  and  esti- 
Dated  as  to  the  value. 

10.  That  provision  be  made  requiring  from  the 
person  who  offers  to  enter  merchandise,  a  declar- 
ition  whether  he  acts  as  owner,  coosignee,  or 
lgent,juid  whether  he  has  been  instructed,  after 
Bntry,io  hxM  the  mercha«diae  to  tJbe.  order  of 
ibe  shipper;  in  wliich  last  mentioned  case,  the 
BoUeetor  may  be.  authorized  to  suspend  the  entry, 
antil  the  shipper  or  the  person  having  an  oidei 
&on  him,  appears  to  make  it. 

U.  iMt-pffoviaioft  be  made  raqamng.  tbeaetl 


of  t&e  eustem-hottse  to  be  stamped  upon  all  the 
original  packages,  &c.,  of  merchandise  entered 
for  expomtioo,  with  the  benefit  of  dnwbaok. 
which  shall  remain  entire  at  the  time  of  expee- 
utioo,  and  which  shall  be  certified  bj  the  Con- 
sol,  or  other  proper  penoo,  to  remain  entire  ftt 
the  foreign  place  of  luiding,  to  order  to  diseha^ 
the  debenture  bond. 

IS.  That  provisioo  be  made  more  eftetnally 
to  aeesre  the  revenne  from  fraud  and  impodtioB, 
in  the  transportation  of  merehandisa  from  dta* 
trict  to  district,  and  generally  in  earrytngoa  tbo 
coastiog  trade. 

13.  That  provision  be  made  more  effectually 
to  secure  the  revenue  from  fraud  and  impoaitioOf 
in  makiiig  oot  invoteas  in  tbe  money  of  foraigai 
ooaauifls,  partieukrly  of  sneh  countries  w  emp 
ploy  a  paper  eurrettoy. 

Bttt,  while  these  aoggestioas  are  offered  to 
gnard  the  eoUeetion  of  ttw  rereotK,  and  to  seenio 
to  the  manufacturer  the  foil  benut  of  the  pran 
teetiog  duiiesj  it  must  be  recollected  that  then 
are  some  proviaioos  in  the  exittwg  taws  whiok 
require  to  be  modified  in  behalf  of  the  merahanc 
For  instanee : 

1.  The  time  aUowad  by  law  to  eomplieto  die 
export  entries,  for  the  faoiefit  of  dnmad^  ia 
only  ten  dan ;  and,  if  not  eompletod  within  tut 
time,  the  whtde  amount  «f  the  drawback  is  for^ 
failed.  The  period  shodd  be  extended,  and  the 
penalty  for  Bon'OOmpUaiiee  shonld  be  rMoeed. 

2.  The  right  to  export  merehandiae,  with  the 
benefit  of  drawback,  oeasee  at  the  espiintion  of  a' 
year.  The  period  might,  witbeat  injury  to  the 
revenue,  be  enlarged. 

3.  The  period  allowed  for  making  a  retarn  of 
damaged  goods,  with  a  view  to  a  eorrospondent 
abateraeat  of  the  dutiee,  is  limited  to  lea  days; 
and  the  importer  i«  sometimes  charged  with  the 
whole  dotics  on  perisbahle  articles,  noder  tin 
present  restrictions,  after  the  artioliea  have  pn* 
isbed,  or  an  greatly  decayed.  Adiaorotiooaboald 
be  eoafidcd  to  tka  pniMr  oflloar,  to  make  a  peapec 
abatement  of  the  duties  in  beta  oaaea,  opoa  mt- 
isfoetory  proof  of  tbeir  existtaee. 

in.  A  general  tar^  propoted  for  the  contidtixi- 
iUm^  Cottgrtu. 

Upoe  the  pelioy  and  priaciplee  wUob  hare 
baoa  Meted,  Ue  following  urid^  in  rafemnce  to 
dttitae,  dnwba^  and  bouatiei^  has  been  foraaed  t 

T&nvF. 

1st.  A  KheduU  of  the  artieUe  to  be  impertediala 
Oe  VnOad  Staiee  free  ^  Aif  y. 
All  articles  imported  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States ;  philosopbieal  apparatus,  instruments,  or 
books,  specially  ias ported  for  the  nse  of  any  ia- 
corpoimled  society,  for  pbilo«>pbical  or  litnaiy 
pnrposcs,  and  for  the  use  of  any  seminary  of 
learning ;  specimens  in  oatnral  history,  mineral- 
ogy, botany,  and  anatomical  preparations,  modela 
of  maehiaery,  and  other  inventions;  wenring 
apparel,  and  other  persmial  baggage  in  aetou 
use ;  and  the  implements,  or  tools  of  trade,  of 
penoBoaniviag  m  tke  United  Staiei;-  regvtna 
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of  anUiaoDir ;  bwk  of  tb«  cork  tre*  DBOwoafiic- 
lared;  aaimala  imported  for  breed;  borr  itooes, 
nawroagbt;  bnllioD;  clay,  UDwroagbt;  copper 
inportea  in  any  ibape  for  rhe  um  of  the  Iltiot; 
•opper  and  brau,  in  pigs  or  bars;  tin,  in  pigs  or 
Mrs ;  old  copper  and  bran,  and  old  pewter ;  fun, 
vadrened,  of  all  kinds;  raw  hides  and  skins; 
U^s  calaminaris ;  plaster  of  Paris ;  rags,  of  aov 
kiadofdotb;  woof,  and  wood,  uomaoufacttired, 
except  mahogany  and  dye-wood;  zinc,  tutenaguc, 
or  speltw;  ouTe  oil,  in  easks^  to  be  used  in  man- 
Bfaelofcs. 

ad.  A  $ekeditU  of  artida  to  be  tAargtd  wUk 
duiies  ad  valorem. 

At  MMn  and  a  half  per  centum.— Dying  drags, 
ud  materials  for  eonposing  them,  not  sobjeet  to 
other  rates  of  duty ;  gum  arabic ;  gam  Senegal. 

Jewelry;  gold  andsUrer  watches  and  clocks, 
mr  parts  of  either,  and  of  the  frames  of  clocks,  of 
whatever  materials  made  ;  gold  and  silrer  laoe ; 
embroidery  and  epaulettes;  prccions  stones,  and 
pearls  of  all  kinds,  set  or  not  set ;  BriUol  stones 
or  paste  work ;  and  all  artieles  composed  chiefly 
of  gold,  silver,  pearl,  aod  precious  stones. 

Ijaces  of  thread,  silk,  or  cotton. 

At  ^fifteen  per  centum.— All  artieles  not  free, 
ud  not  sabject  to  any  other  rate  of  datr. 

At  twenty  per  centum.— lAwna  of  all  descrip- 
tioDSi  Ifnen  eambries,  lawns;  hempen  cloth,  sail- 
eloth,  Russian  and  Qerman  Itacas ;  stoekinfp  and 
gloves  of  thread  or  silk;  silks,  satins,  and  all  ar- 
ticles of  which  silk  is  the  material  of  chief  valae. 

twnty-two  per  centum.— All  articles  maaa- 
factured  from  brass,  copper,  iron,  steel,  pewter, 
lead  or  tin,  or  of  which  these  metals,  or  either 
of  them,  is  the  material  of  chief  value ;  brass  and 
iron  wire;  cntlery,  pins,  needles,  buttons,  and 
baekles  of  all  kinds;  gilt,  plated,  and  japanned 
wares  of  all  kinds ;  cannon,  muskets,  fire  arms, 
and  side  arms. 

At  twmtjf-eight per  oenftnn.— Woollen  raanu- 
metares  of  all  deseriptioni^  and  of  which  wool  is 
the  material  of  chief  ralae. 

At  thirtif  per  ceaftun.— China  wan,  earthen 
war^  atone  ware  porcelain  and  glass  manufac- 
tare ;  bonnets  and  caps  for  women,  fans,  feathers, 
omamenlB  for  head  dresses,  artificial  flowers,  mil- 
linery of  all  soru ;  hats  or  cap  of  wool,  fur,  leather, 
chip,  straw,  or  silk;  cosmetics,  washes,  balsams, 
pnfomes;  painted  floorcloths,  mats  of  grass  or 
flags ;  salad  oils,  pickles,  capers,  olives,  mustard, 
comfits  or  sweetmeats  preserved  in  sugar  or 
Wandy,  wafers. 

At  tMrtif-tkree  and  one-third  per  oenftms.— Cot- 
ton manufoctures  of  all  descriptions,  or  of  which 
cotton  is  the  material  of  chief  value;  provided 
that  all  cotton  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which  cotton  is 
the  ohief  roatttiat  of  value,  (excepting  nankeens 
imported  directly  from  China,)  the  original  cost 
of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported*  shall  be 
MM  than  twenty-fivo  cents  per  square  yard,  shall 
be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  twenty-five 
eeau  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  wHh 
doty  accordingly. 

At  tkiriffim  per  omAMk— CiW«a(  want,  and 


all  manufactures  of  wood ;  carriages  of  alt  deKup- 
ttons,  and  parts  thereof;  leather,  and  all  manu- 
factures of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is  the  ma* 
terial  of  chief  value;  saddles,  bridle^  harness; 

Kaper  of  every  description ;  paper  hangiaga,  blank 
ookfl,  pasteboard,  parchment,  vellum,  prinisd 
books,  brashes,  canes,  walking  8tiek%  wh^  j  fvin^ 
ing  types ;  clothing  ready  made. 

3d.  A  nAeduIe    articles  to  be  charged  «i&  ape- 
cificdutiee. 

Ale,  beer,  and  portsr,  bolttfli^  VW^    '      -  ^  M 


impwted  othMwtsB  than  la  baMtss,  fee  gaL  M 

Aloin,  Mr  cwt     ......  sm 

Almonds  per  lb.    ......  3 

Bottles,  bUck  glass  quart,  pw  gross       -      •  2  44 
Boots,  per  pur      .      •             .      .  .%M 

Bristles,  per  lb.     ......  3 

Playing  csrd^  per  peck  .....  n 

Cules  and  cotdag^  tuiedy  per  lb.  •  .  .  t 
CaUes  nntarred,  yams,  twine,  pack-tbtsad, 

wtanee,  porlb.   4 

Candles  of  tallow,  per  lb.       -      .      .      .  8 

Candles  of  Wax  or  nermaeeti,  per  U»,     .      •  4 

Chinese  cassia,  per  lb.   -      -      .      >      •  6 

Cinnamon,  per  lb.        .....  u 

doves,  per  lb.      ......  tS 

Oheese,  per  lb.   • 

(%oeetate.Mrft.   • 

Ceeoafperlb.      ......  g 

Coal,  per  bnshal    -  6 

Copptfu,  per  cwt        .....  ISO 

Copper,  in  sheets,  rods,  boHs,oe  nails,  eoospon- 

tion  qnkes,  bolts,  or  nails,  p«  Ih    .      -  4 

Cofiee,  perlb.       .....      .  6 

Cotton,  per  lb.      -      -      ...      •  3 

Cnrrsot^  perlb.---...  3 

Pigs,  per  lb.   S 

Fi^,  foreign  caught,  per  quintal    -      -      -  1  00 

mackerel,  per  bbl.      -      .      -      .      .  1  50 

salmon,  per  bbl.  -      •      -      -      -      •  9  00 

all  other  mcUed,  per  lAL  •  •  •  -  1  00 
Glass,  window,  not  above  8  by  10  la.  per  100 

sq.  ft.   1  M 

not  above  10  by  1%  biches,  per  100  sq.  ft.  •  1  7i 

above  10  by  IS,  per  100  aq.  ft.    -      .  .     .  *  3C 

Olue,  per  lb..      -      .      .      .      -      .  0 

Gunpowder,  per  lb.      -  .   >      •      -      -  0 

Hemp,  per  cwt  -  -  -  -  •  1  H 
Iran,  in  bars,  or  bolls,  onsptbiff  nlM  fas^  par 

ewb   0  7fi 

in  sheets,  rods,  or  hoops,  roUed  im  in  haw, 

or  bolu^  and  anohefs,  per  ewU  -      -       .  1  M 

Indigo,  per  lb  -     '  -  ]fi 

Lead,  in  pig|^  ban  or  Aeeti,  per  lb.       •      -  1 

red  or  white,  ixf  «r  gronno  in  oil|  per  Oh  -  S 

Mshogany,  per  enne  A.  .      .      .      .     -  !• 

Mace,  per  lb.        -      .      -      .  .-lOO 

MolasMs,  per  gal.  ......  6 

Nails,  per  w.  .......  9 

Notmegs,  perlb.   -      •      .      .      •      -  01 

Pepper,  per  lb.  $ 

Pimoito,  per  lb..      -      -      >      -      .  < 

Plums  ana  prones,  per  tti.      -      -      .      .  > 

Rsisins  in  jars  and  boxes,  and  muscatel,  pOT  Tb.  0 

all  other,  per  lb.  -      -      -      -      -       .  • 

Sa)t,perboriMlofMlbs.      .      .      .      .  » 

Sted,  per  cwt   lOB 

8egan|,psrlf.   IN 
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litB  from  gruD,  to  wit : 
■t  proof}  per  gt\.  - 
Id  proof,  per  gal.       -      .      .      -  - 
td  proof,  per  gal.       .      .      .      -  • 
■th  proof,  per  gsl.      -      -      -      -  - 
ith  proof,  per  gmL  -      -      -  - 

.boTe  6th  proof  per  gal.     -      -      .  - 
im  other  materieb,  to  wit: 
■t  and  2d  proo^  per  gaL  - 
A  proof,  per  gal.      .      .      .      -  - 
>th  pnx^,  per  gal.      .      .      .      -  - 
ith  proo(  per  gal.  -      .  - 

han  fith  proof!  per  gal.     .      .      .  • 
MS  and  alippera  of  aUltf  par  pib  -      -  • 
>f  leather,  per  pafar  - 
or  children,  per  pair  - 

kei,  per  H>.  

tp,  per  lb. 

far,  brown,  per  lb.     -      -      -      -  - 
rhite  clayed,  or  powdmd,  per  lb. 
amp,  per  lb.  - 

DaCperlb.  

«nd7,  perlb.  

li^per  lb. 

Jow,  per  lb.      -----  - 

1,  from  China  diroet,  to  wit : 
Sohea,  per  lb.    -----  - 

Joadiong,  and  other  black,  per  lb. 
mpetial,  gonpowder,  and  gomoe,  per  lb. 
Ijaon  and  yoang  hjson,  per  lb.  - 
I  jaon  skin,  and  other  green,  per  lb.  - 
im  any  other  place  to  wit : 
tohet,  per  lb.    -----  - 

tondiong,  and  ether  Uaek,  per  tth 
mperial,  ganpowder,  and  gomeet  par  lb. 
lyaon  and  yonng  hjwm,  per  lb. 
jyion  ikin,  and  other  green,  per  lb.  - 
1  platea,  per  box  of  100  aqoare  ftet  - 
bacco,  manofaetured,  other  than  mnff  and 

segm,  per  lb.  10 

Mdi,  dying,  : 

tail  wood,  hraxiOetto,  red  wood,  or  camwood, 

ton  6  00 


•0  43 
46 
48 

59 
60 
76 

38 
43 
48 
67 
70 
40 
80 
30 
3 
8 

4 

9 
IS 
IS 
IS 

1 

10 
35 
60 
40 
S8 

■  14 
84 
68 
68 

38 
.    1  50 


-  8  00 

-  8  00 

1 

■   3  00 

-  1  00 
76 


per 

■tie  and  logwood,  per  ton  - 
aragua,  per  ton        .      .  - 
tilting,  per  lb.  - 
ibrellaa  or  paraaoli  of  ailk,  eadi  - 
if  other  mstetiala,  each  - 
imeewr  sticks  for  ambrellaa  or  pera>ola,each 
ine,  to  wit: 
MalmMy  Madeira,  and  London  particolai, 

par  gal.    -      -      -  -      -      -    1  00 

>ther  Madoira,  par  gaL      -      -      -      -  80 

Burgundy,  Champagne,  Khaniih  and  Tokay 

per  gal.  76 

Sherry  and  St.  Lncar,  per  gal.  ■  -  -  60 
Claret  and  other  wine*  not  antunerated,  when 

imported  in  bottlea  or  caaea,  per  gal.  -  70 
ibni.  Oporto,  and  othn>  wini«a  of  Pntogil 

and  Sicily,  per  gal.  .  .  .  - 
•oarifie,  Fayal,  and  other  wines  of  the  wettora 

islanda,  per  gal.  .      ...  40 

J  other  winea  when  imported  othanriae  than 

in  ease  and  bottib,  por  8^*     -      -      -  36 
Alien  duty. 

There  shall  be  ehtrged  bd  ■dditional  dat^  of 
reWe  and  a  half  per  cent,  opon  all  goods  im- 
vted  in  vessels  not  of  the  united  States,  with 
I  eiMption  of  goodi  imported  ia  foreiga  rt^ 


60 


sets,  which  are  speeiallr  entitled  by  treatjr,  oraeu 
of  Congress,  to  be  entered  apon  payment  of  the 
domestic  daty. 

The  additional  alien  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half 
per  eent.  shall  not  be  the  subject  of  drawbaek  in 
cases  of  exportation. 

Tomage  duty  and  light  money. 
Ships  or  ressels  of  the  United  States, 
entered  from  any  foreiga  port  or 
place,  or  carrying  goods  from  oue  dis- 
trict to  another  district  shall  pay  per 
ton-      -      •     '      -      -     -  6  cents. 
Ships  or  vessels  built  within  the  United 
States,  but  belonging  wholly  or  in 
part  to  the  subjects  of  foreign  Powers, 
entering  from  a  foreiga  port  or  place, 
shall  pay  per  too     -      -      -      -  SQ  " 
Ships  or  vessels,  of  every  other  descrip- 
tion, entering  from  a  foreign  place  or 
port,  or  carrying  goods  from  one  dis- 
trict to  another  within  the  United 
Sutes,  shall  pay  per  ton  -      -      -  50  " 
Ships  or  vessels  not  oftheUnited  States, 
or  not  wholly  owned  by  AmerieaQ 
citizens,  entering  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  shall  pay  for  "light 
money"  per  ton      -      -      -      -  50  " 
But  the  additional  duty  npon  tonnage,  and  th  e 
light  money  imposed  upon  foreign  vessels,  are  not 
to  be  exacted  in  the  case  of  foreign  vessels  spe- 
cially entitled  by  treaty  or  acts  of  Congress  to  an 
entry  upon  domestic  duties  and  charges  only. 
Warehouse  money. 
To  constitute  a  fund  for  erecting  and  maintain- 
ing cuniom- bouses,  warehouses,  and  stores, 

1.  There  should  be  paid  for  every  permit  to 
unlade  goods,  twenty-five  cents. 

2.  There  shall  be  reuined  upon  the  amount  of 
the  duties  of  goods  exported,  for  the  benefit  of 
drawbacks,  (cxeept  spirita,)  five  per  eent. 

3.  There  iball  he  retained  in  the  case  of  sinritt 
exported,  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  two  etnta 
per  gallon^  and  also  three  per  eent.  on  the  amonnt 
of  the  daties. 

A  strata  aeeonnt  shall  be  kept  at  the  custom- 
house of  the  money  collected  for  this  fund ;  and 
the  amount  shall  be  expended,  from  time  to  time, 
under  each  directions  as  the  President  of  the  Uoi* 
ted  Btatea  aball  approve  and  anthorize. 

Drauibacke  and  bounties. 
There  shall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  dit- 
ties on  goods  imported  into  the  United  Sutes,  if 
the  goods  be  exported  within  twelve  months  after 
the  time  of  imporUtion,  nbject  to  the  following 
exceptions  and  provisions: 

1.  There  shall  not  be  an  allowance  of  draw- 
back in  the  case  of  goods  imported  in  foreign  ves- 
sels from  any  of  the  dominions  or  ooloniea  of  any 
foreign  Power  lo  which  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  not  permitted  to  trade. 

2.  There  shalLnoi  be  an  allowance  of  drawback 
for  the  additional  doty  of  twelve  and  a  half  pee 
cent,  imposed  on  goods  imported  tn  vessels  not 
oftheUnited  States. 
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Tariff  of  IhOie*  m  hnportt. 


3.  There  shill  not  be  to  ■Uowioce  of  drawback 
in  the  cite  of  foreign  dried  tod  pickled  fish  aad 
ether  salted  prorisioos,  fish  oil,  or  playio;  cards. 

4.  There  shall  be  retained  upon  the  amoaot  of 
the  duties  of  goods  exported  for  the  benefit  of 
drawback,  (except  spirits,)  five  per  cent. 

5.  There  be  retained  In  the  ease  of  spiriu 
exported,  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  two  eeau 
per  galloa^  and  also  three  per  eeat  od  the  amotiDt 
of  the  da  ties;. 

6.  The  present  boiintics,iUlowaiiee^aad  draw- 
backs, thaU  be  eootiaoed  in  the  ease  of  exporting 
pickled  fsh,  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  Sutes ; 
IB  iheeaseorAaiariean  TessdscmplOfed  in  the 
fisheries;  and  in  the  ease  of  exporting  sugar  re- 
fined within  the  Doited  States. 

These  DroTisioos  respecting  drawbacks  most, 
however,  oe  conformed  to  the  privileges  speciallf 
allowed  to  foreigners  bjr  treaty,  or  by  aou  of  Con- 
gress. 

It  onlf  raouias,  in  the  ptrformance  of  the  task 


prescribed  bjr  the  House  of  RepresentatiTei.  to 
give  a  succinct  statement  of  the  probable  protect 
of  the  duties  upon  imports,  tecordiiv  t»  tlw  pn- 
posed  tariff. 

The  annual  product  of  the  single  dnlies  Jw>  beet 
estimated  at  $12,000,000;  aad  of  this  saia,  the 
specific  duties  produced  about       -  |7,9OC^O0B 

The  duties     valorem  pndoeadftbMt  4^800,000 

But  \\kn  amount  ^ropoeed  to  be  raised 
by  the  new  tariff  being  -  17^000,000 


Such  addiiiotu  must  be  made  tu  the 


(4d  tariff  as  will  produce 


The  additions  to  the  old  tariff  are  made^  first 
upon  the  specific  duties;  and,  secoodly,  opoo  the 
duties  ad  valonmi  and  the  estimated  amoiut  of 
the  additions  may  be  thiu  stated : 


tint.  Of  a«  ocUtftow  tothetptdficdttiHtt. 


Principal  srtielss. 

Former  dn^. 

Piopoeed  duty. 

Former  aver- 
age prodacL 

■Estnwt'd  pvo- 
ductoTaddi- 
lieiwf  dvigr. 

Coiee  - 

Hemp      •      .      .  - 
Pepper    •      .      -  . 
6pinU  .... 
Sugar,  whit^  dsiyed,  &C.  • 
Teas  .... 
Wines  .... 
Sundry  smsU  articles 
Total  additionsl  amount  es* 
timated  to  be  derived  from 
specific  dtities  > 

6  cents 
100  cents 
6  cents 
Sttudiyrates  - 
8  cents 
Snadtyratea  - 
Sundry  rates - 

6  cents  ..... 

Average  ioerease  of  60  per  oent. 

Aversfs  ittcreaeeof  33^  par  oeut. 
Average  increase  ef  M  par  cent. 

«n7,ooo 

iMgOOO 
6M^ 

&8geoo 
iMOfl 
soe,«oo 

•MM 

SMyMB 

08,000 

«1,MO;000 

iSaooiid.   Of  the  addationf    tke  dutiet  ad  valorem. 


Ffefadpal  artktes. 


Foimsr  nte  of 
dMy. 

Prepoeed  zateitf 
d«9. 

Pigweed  itfUeis  ef 

iSi  per  cent. 
IJi  per  cent. 

16  per  oenb 
SO  per  cent 

SO  per  cent 
flO  per  cent 

l^  aad  IS  per  ct 
l$i  per  cent 
'  isj  par  cent 

38  percent. 
96  per  cent 
3^  per  cent 

46|  and  76  per  cent 
IMpnceot 
100}  per  cent. 

ISperoent 
SO  per  cent. 

SO  per  cent 
80  per  cent 

100  percent 

00  pin  cent 

12i  per  cent 

36  per  cent. 

180  per  cent 

15  per  cent. 
SO  pff  cent. 

36  per  cent 
3Spercant 

138i  percent 
76  per  cent 

All  articles  not  free  ud  not  subjected  to 

any  other  rate  of  du^  - 
Xiineo,  hempen  doths,  ailks,  sathis  • 
Hardware,  cutlery,  atme,  and  mauubc- 

lunsofmatab  >      .      -      .  . 

WooUens  

Cottons  

PaeBeUin,  oerAenware,  hata,  bemiets,  per. 

ftuneiy,  floor  doths,  picUea,  oomfita  - 
Glaas,  other  than  window  glaas 
Brushes,  canm,  whqia,  dothing  ready 

mads  ....... 

Paper,  cabinet  wares,  leather  and  iU  man- 

u£utures  ...... 

Oatiiafes  
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Report  on  the  Public  Debt, 


It  is  not  pfaetictble  to  ascerlaio  tbe  amonot  of 
rf  reuoe  beretofore  produced  by  each  of  the  classes 
of  goods  vpceified  io  the  lart  table ;  but  it  is  suffi- 
eiroily  known  tbat  lome  of  them  produced  little, 
while  tbe  product  of  others  watt  proponiooably 
ffrenl.  Tabing  tbe  whole,  however,  together,  tt 
u  fiiiniBted  tbat  the  proposed  increase  of  duty  is 
equal  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  tbe  aggrei^ite 
amount  of  tbe  former  ad  wdorem  duties.  But 
the  effects  lo  be  expected  from  the  increased  du- 
ties on  woollen  and  cotioo  goods,  from  the  dimi- 
nutiuD  of  tbe  alien  duties  aoder  treaties  or  acts  of 
Congress,  and  from  other  eoosideratioos  ioTolred 
in  tbe  new  system,  will  not  permit  a  higher  esti- 
mate of  tbe  aitgreffate  product  of  the  increased 
rates  of  the  ad  valorem  duties  than  the  rate  of 
aevcQty-fife  or  elgbty  per  eenu  opoo  the  former 
prodnet. 


AsBuming,  then,  an  advance  of  eighty  per  cenL 
upon  94,800,000,  (the  aggregate  product  of  tlia 
duties  oa  vahrem,  as  above  stated,)  tbe  sum 
will  be      -----      -  «3,840,000 

And  adding  to  this  sum  the  amoiint 
produced  as  above  stated  by  the  in- 
crease of  the  specific  duties    -      -  1,200,000 

There  will  be  produced,  to  complete 
the  amount  of  additional  revenue 
required,  a  sum  of  -      -      -      -  g5,040,000 

AU  which  is  respectfully  submined. 

A.  J.  DALLAS; 

Secretary  of  the  TVeotwy. 
Trubdet  Dbpabtmkmt, 

f^rvarjf  12, 181S. 

[The  tabular  atatemotti  ate  oiaitted.j 


PUBLIC  DEBT. 

[COHHOlltOATBD  TO  TBB  BODBB,  MABCH  2,  1816.] 

Trtaeury  Department,  Pebrvary  3^  181«. 

Ib  obedience  to  the  resolwion  of  tbe  12th  of  February,  1816,  inquiriog  "what  add'tioos,  if  any, 
have  been  made  to  tbe  fonded  public  debt,  and  to  tbe  ftoaiing  public  debt,  since  the  30th  day  ol 
September  last,"  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  haa  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  Boon  of  Repre- 
pentatives  tbe  following  report :  .    .  , 

1,  That,  by  the  annnal  report  upon  tbe  state  of  the  finances  of  the  United  Sutes,  preeented  oa  tbe  BU 
Deeember,  1816,  it  appears  that  the  balance  of  the  whole  of  the  public  funded  debt,  contracted 
before  the  war,  amouated.  on  the  30th  of  September.  1815,  to  tbe  sum  of  -      -  939,13^484  W 

That,  on  the  Isi  of  Jaouary,  1816,  there  was  reimbuiaea  of  the  principal  of  that  debt 

(besides  the paymentiu  the  interest)  the  sum  of      -     -      -     -     -     -      799,602  38 

And  that,  at  this  time,  the  balaneeof  the  whole  of  tbe  pnhlie  debt  eontraeled  before  _ 

the  war  amoanu  to  the  auni  of--^  -     -  38,33^838  68 

n.  That,  by  the  annual  reporr.  It  also  appears,  that  the  estimated  amoont  of  the 
whole  of  funded  paUledeh^  in  refereneeto  the  late  war,  was,  on  the  SOth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1815,  the  sum  of  963tlU,97S  80 

That,  to  this  amoant,  there  have  been  added  the  follawing  items,  since  the  80th  of 
September,  1815: 

1.  Iq  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  nt  tbe  rate  of  $100  io  stock  for  -^SO  in  money,  to 

Ciy  the  city  of  Cbarlestoo,  according  to  the  contract,  for  a  loan  made  during  the 
tiwar  «20MW»23 

8.  In  six  per  cent,  stock  of  181^  in  tieu  of  Treasury  notes  funded  at 
Binety*five  per  eeat.,  and  which  so  far  operates  to  reduce  the 
amoont  of  the  floating  debt  due  on  the  SOth  ot  September,  1816     1^206,954  21 

3.  Io  aix  per  cnt.  stock,  in  lieu  of  Treasury  notes  funded  at  par,  and 
which  so  far  operates  to  redoce  tbe  amount  of  tbe  floating  debt 

due  on  tbe  SOth  September.  1815  2^057  00 

4.  la  seven  per  cent  stock,  in  lieu  of  small  Treasury  ootei  funded  at 

par,  CRtimaiad  at  -  '   -    2,815,871  00 

AiDODnt  of  the  addition,  sinee  the  SOth  of  September,  1815,  to  the  puUie  funded  dabc 

eontraeted  in  reference  to  the  war     -  5,229,772  44 

Bstimated  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  ptiblie  funded  debt  on  the  12th  of  February, 

1816,  contracted  in  reference  to  the  late  war  -  908,374^764  04 

III.  Tbat  by  the  annual  report,  it  also  appears  that  tbe  amount  of  the  floating  pnbUc 

debt  on  the  SOth  of  September,  1815,  was  917,355,101  00 

Uth  OoH.  1st  Sbm.— M 
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Report  OR  the  PtMic  IMa. 

To  Ibis  sam  there  hsre  beeo  added,  between  the  SOih  of  September,  1815,  and  ISth 
of  February,  1816,  the  foUowiog  items: 

1.  There  have  beeo  issued  and  reissued  small  Treasurjr  notes,  amounting,  as  is  esti- 
mated, to  the  sum  of  $3,471,537  00 

2.  There  have  been  issued  Treasur7  notes  bearing  in  terest  at  fire  and 

two>fifths  per  cent.,  the  sum  of   2,704,600  00 

  mvi 

3.  There  bare  beeo  obtained  temporary  loans  from  sundry  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  under  the  act  of  the  I3th  of  February,  1815,  providing  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  public  buildings  at  Washington  WiV'} 

But  the  floating  debt  has  been  diminished  during  the  same  period  in  the  following 
manner : 

1.  By  the  subscription  of  Treasury  notes  to  the  six  per  cent,  loan,  as  abore  stated,  at 
the  rate  of  $100  in  slock  for  $95  in  principal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes. 
Stock  hariog  been  issued  to  the  amount  of  $2,306,955  21,  produced  a  reimbune- 
ment  of  Treasury  notes  amounting  to  -      .....  93,096,607  53 

But  of  this  sum  there  was  included  an  estimate,  in  (he  sum  of  $4,315,- 
000,  stated  as  thus  reimbursed  in  the  annual  report,  the  sum  of 
$1,153,412  94,  contracts  for  sundry  sums  uncertain  in  their  amount, 
having  been  made,  but  not  completed  at  that  time,  and  which, 
therefore,  is  now  deducted  -  1,153,412  91 

S943,lU  59 

2.  By  funding  Treasury  notes  at  par  for  six  per  cent,  stock,  as  above 

stated  .   $8,057  00 

3.  'Bv  funding  small  Treasury  notes  for  seven  per  cent,  stock,  aa 

above  stated       -  3,815,87100 

4.  By  the  payment  in  Treasury  notes  of  duties  and  taxes,  esti- 
mated to  have  amounted,  in  Treasary  notes  bearing  interest,  to 
the  som  of  $3,650,000 

In  small  Treasury  notes,  to  the  sum  of    -      -      -  50,000 

  3,700,000  00 

6.  By  the  repayment  of  temporary  loans,  viz:  To  the  Bank  of  the 

State  of  South  Carolina   50,000 

To  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York      ....  200,000 

Estimated  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  aoating  debt,  on  the  13th  of  February,  1616  ffW^ 

IV.  That,  from  the  preceding  estimates,  it  appean  that,  on  the  13ih  of  FeVyjlU^ 
the  aggregate  amount  of  the  public  debt  was  the  anm  of  $183,A30;683  93,eoiiMl- 

ing  of  the  following  items : 

1.  Funded  public  debt  before  the  war  - 

2.  Funded  public  debt  contracted  since  the  war  SilS*l 

3.  Floating  public  debt  outstanding  ^^^^ 

$12M»^^ 

That  theaggegateBmonntof  the  public  debt  on  the  30th  September,  18lS,irasthe  »  ^ij, 
sum  of  JIV*^ 

And  that  the  aggregate  addition  since  30th  of  September,  1815,  is  -     -  • 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


A.  J.  DALLAS,  SeereUay^a*^ 

Google 


Digitized  by 


J 


mi 


raoTEcnoir  to  MANtrrAOTUimits  or 

WOOLLEN  FABRIC^. 

[Conmniiicated  to  the  Hotiae,  Maxdi  6*  1816.] 

Mr.  NcwTON,  from  the  Commiutc  of  Com- 
mecce  and  Maauiactarea,  to  which  were  referred 
the  memoriaU  and  petitioas  of  the  maimfactarers 
of  wool,  sabmitted  the  foilowiog  report : 

The  eommiitee,  bariag  gireo  ttus  subject  all 
the  consideration  that  its  Imporlaoce  merits,  beg 
leare  to  present,  with  due  reapeet  to  the  Hoasci 
the  result  of  their  iarestigatioos. 

The  correeiaess  of  the  foUowiog  estimate  the 
committee  are  do  wajr  disposed  to  quiitiioa : 
AmeoBt  ef  capital  iappOMd 

to  be  ii»edfld  in  builoiiics, 

VMdObMT.Ae.  ...  -  «18,<I00^ 
Talw     raw  natarial  eon. 

■omed  «uuial^     •      -  $7,000,000 
Inereaye  of  Talae  bj  maiui- 

bcturins       -  -  19,^000 


Talae  of  wooUeo  goods  min- 

nfiietuzed  aonailly        ...  19,000,000 
Nnmberofper.  >  constaath  00,000 
■DM  empli^SoGcaaioDalhr  S0,000> 

  100,000 

The  committee  baring  in  a  report  presented 
to  the  House  on  the  13th  of  February  wt,  on  the 
memorials  and  petiiioos  of  the  manufacturers  of 
eoiion,  expressed  their  opinion  on  the  poliejr  of 
foatering  ma&uftteturing  establishments,  consider 
themselves  relieved  from  the  aecessity  of  repeating 
the  same  arguments.  Every  reason  then  urged  for 
sastaining  the  coiioo  maaufacturiDg  establish- 
ments applies  with  equal  force  in  favor  of  the 
Toollen.  The  committee,  iuflaenced  by  the  same 
reasons,  feel  themselves  bound  to  accord  the  same 
justice  to  tbe  manufacturers  of  wool. 

The  following  resolution  U,  therefore,  with 
due  respect  submitted  to  the  House : 

HeMolved,  That,  from  and  after  tbe  30th  day 
June  next,  in  lieu  of  tbe  duties  now  ■uthorizeo 
by  law,  there  be  laid,  levied,  and  colleeted  on 
woollen  fooii  imported  into  tbe  United  States 
■od  Territories  thereof,  from  any  foreign  country 
wbatef  er,  per  eentam  ad  valorem. 

n  iic  AommUi  tie  cAairman  and  autnUnof  tie 

Ctmmihu  <f  CammtgrttaaAJiUnMfmdmtM. 

GncTLUiiM :  Being  informed  that  you  are  pre* 
paring  to  snbmit  to  Congress  a  report  on  the  sub* 
Ject  01  manatactores,  as  connected  with  the  na* 
fional  prosperity  ofthecooQtr^,we,the8absoribsr8, 
respeetAilly  submit  tbe  following  remarks  respect* 
iDg  (he  eapital  employed  in  the  woollen  business 
in  the  United  States,  the  number  of  persona  em- 
ployed, the  quantity  of  wool  consumed,  and  the 
■ggrente  amount  of  all  the  wotdlen  cloth  now 
0ianofitetiired. 

At  this  time  there  are  in  the  State  of  Coonec- 
tient  atone  twcoty-flre  establishments  for  the 
manafactare  of  woollen  dotba,  employing  twelve 
hnndred  persons,  and  as  many  more  indirectly 
iriw  do  net  immwIlM^r  apportaia  to  the  eitab- 


liahmeot.  The  oapltal  already  invested  thenm 
anoants  to  four  hondtfd  and  fibv  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  and  they  are  capable  of  making,  and  prab* 
bly  do  maanfactare  annually,,  eqoal  in  aaoont  to 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  yards  «f 
narraw,  or  one  himdnd  and  twenty-fire  tbeasand 
yards  or  broadolotht.  Besides  this  nantitymada 
at  the  establishments,  it  is  calenlated  there  are  five 
handred  thottsand  yards  made  annnnally  in  fiual- 
lies  and  dressed  ia  the  country  clotbiwa'  ahopt; 

Ssrtof  wbieh  is  rwolarlysold  totheeoontry  stent) 
oing  away,  thus  far,  their  former  practice  of  •ap- 
plying themselves  with  British  goods  of  a  similar 
dcseription.  The  value  of  all  the  wooUen  elothe 
thu  mannfaetnred,  at  the  lowest  estimate,  is 
about  $1,000,000,  makioff  a  home  market  for  a 
staple  of  nine  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  wool, 
or  the  prodaee  of  fonr  hundred  thousand  she^ 
With  regard  to  the  whole  quantity  of  woollra 
goods  manufiicuired  in  the  United  States  we  can- 
not at  preseat  speak  with  pieciiioa ;  hut,  from 
the  best  information  obtained  there  is  at  thie  tiau 
annually  mannlketnred  in  all  the  fitatea  to  the 
amount  of  $19,000,000,  requiring  a  eapitalj  ia 
buildings  and  maehiaery,  of  $12,090,000, and  em- 
ploying fifty  thonaand  pmons  imnwdiately  In  the 
basinees,  and  as  many  more  Indirectly.  Witfc 
that  encDoragement  which  we  deem  it  the  policy 
of  the  Gk>vemraent  to  bestow  on  this  braaeh  of 
our  industry,  the  quantity  of  woeilens  manulae- 
inred  in  this  country  would  be  doubled  infoar 
years,  and  nearly  mmoient  to  supfdy  the  whole 
demand  of  tbe  United  States. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  woollen  manu- 
facture is  now  making  a  home  market  for  an 
important  staple  of  our  country,  equal  in  value 
to  $7,000,000 ;  that  tbe  product  of  iu  industry, 
equal  to  $19,000,000,  is  a  great  gain  of  national 
wealth,  in  giving  employment  to  various  kinds 
of  labor,  at  the  same  time  preventing  foreigners 
from  drawing  ffreat  resources  from  us  in  the  sale 
of  their  manufactares;  that  it  prodttces  an  in- 
terest in  the  eeoatry  that,  under  all  circnmstaneei, 
is  an  American  interest}  the  policy  of  giving  It 
the  neceasanr  support  besoMtes  obvious  to  eveiy 
unprejudiced  niiod.  At  the  same  time  that  it  u 
aiding  and  encouraging  egricolture  in  oenstuning 
her  productions,  it  is  in  oodignK  taking  fnm 
her. the  labor  neeessary-to  carrv  on  her  opnatiens. 
A  gveat  properiiw  of  the  wooUea  mananatajre  is 
done  by  the  assistoaoe  of  labor-faviag  maehiHry, 
which  is  almost  ezcloaively  snperintsraled  by 
women  and  children,  and  the  infirm,  who  would 
otherwise  be  wholly  destitute  of  cmfdoyment; 
whereas  they  are  now  able  to  maintain  them- 
selves. The  manual  labor  employed  is  of  that 
olass  who,  Cram  their  previous  habits  Mid  eecn- 
paUons  in  life,  are  wholly  vn&tted  Cor  agricaltoEal 
pursnito;  and  who,  if  not  thus  employed  wewU, 
in  most  instances,  be  a  harden  on  society.  Among 
this  deieriptton  are  to  be  numbered  many  ral«- 
able  foreigners  who  are  deily  arriving  amonc  as 
in  needy  and  indigent  circumstances,  and  wnoee 
only  employment  nu  been  in  the  mannlaotaring 
bortaees  at  none.  Ia  the  exchange  belwieit  the 
dUbnat  SlatM  of  the  maanfiwuind  $aodi,  aad 
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of  the  nw  materiil^  ud  ia  the  growiog  w«ou 
•f  many  foreign  anides,  u  djre  sludDi,  Uie 
oomnccee  of  our  coaDlry*  partiealtrly  the  coast- 
ug  inde,  it  equally  beneGted  with  our  agrical- 
Uire. 

If  the  woolle9  DMnnftemre  does  not  languish 
for  want  of  Beeeamy  aappott  from  OoveromeDt 
at  thia  line,  there  eanaol  be  a  duobt  but  la  the 
eonrae  of  a  Terr  few  yean  we  «ba|l  be  able  to 
■apply  the  whole  demand  of  the  United  Statca, 
aod  at  a  lower  rate  than  oor  manufacture  can  be 
imported  from  abroad.  Great  Britain  exclude* 
all  woollen  goodn,  nor  suffers  a  yard  of  cloth  to 
W  exported  except  io  a  finished  slate.  It  i«  not 
sow  a  question  with  her  manafactarera  whobhall 
acll  at  highest  prices,  but,  who  caa  manufacture 
Uweheapest ;  and  this  eompeiition  has  enabled 
bar  to  aadnsell  all  the  nations  in  Europe.  The 
aame  cneoaragemenl  to  the  business  io  this  coua- 
try  will  produce  a  tike  eompetities,  aod  enable 
as,  eventaally,  to  ooderarll  her  ereo  io  foreign 
■arkm.  The  aooBoi  of  woolten  eloihs  oow 
teported  ioto  the  United  States  is  sttppoaed  to  be 
aboac  — — . 

The  quantity  now  maoufaetured  ia  about 
000,000  m  Taloe.  It  is  a  bmineaa  suseeptible  of 
aa  increase  of  tweniy^fire  or  thirty  per  ceD>.  an- 
■oally  ;  so  that,  in  the  course  of  fire  years  at  leant, 
we  may  be  able  to  cloibe  ourselves  Independeot 
of  aay  foreign  nation,  and  give  a  newstimuluK  (o 
agriculture  which  is  oow  languisfaiog  from  the 
necenity  of  depending  upon  a  preeariuus  foreign 
market  for  most  of  her  imporiant  productions. 

We  remaiB,geoilemen,  very  respectfully,  your 
•beditnl  haDDM  servants, 

ARTHUR  W.MAOILL, 
WM.  YOUNG. 

My  actual  experience  being  princijwlly  in  the 
coKuo  manufacture,  my  enirre  belief  in  the  cot' 
rectoesv  of  the  preceding  »iatement  is  fuundfd 
on  mv  knowledge  of  the  genitenieo  who  have 
■Igaeoit:  I,  therefore, cheerfully  add  my  name* 
ISAAC  BRIQQS. 

OOHHABT. 

PwBianent  cental  b  bnUdinga  and 

michinery   913,000,000 

Annaal  value  ^  taw  material,  mann- 

CKlarad   7,000,000 

Talae  of  doths  aonuBUy  maonluMred  19,000,000 

InsteaM  of  valna  bj  aMaaheturing  •  13,000^ 
Mwabv  efpanona  enplofad 

IKmtly  -  -  -  M,000 
lacidantaUy-  .  SO^ 


100,000 

Tbfa  mann^nre  is  capable  of  an  increaae  io 
tbo  ratio  of  tweoiy-five  to  thirty  per  cent,  per 
■■Bum. 


To  tkehonoTobU  the  SenaU  and  House  of  Repre- 
aetUativet  of  the  UniUd  SUiUa  ^  AmericOt  in 
Cmgrew  aaMembUd: 

Tbammorial  aad  petitioo  of  the  snbeeribera, 
MnnfiutnsMwofwoeUBaariicleaintlw  Biattsof 


New  Jenay,  PeonayiniBiBi  aad  Delawan^oa  he* 
half  of  themadves  aod  others  engaged  in  umilu 
manofaetum  in  the  said  States,  tespeetfnUy 
showeth :  That  your  memorialiats  are  trapeUea 

by  the  situation  of  their  manofaeture^  and  the 
effVets  which  may  be  produced  upon,  it  by  the 
contemplated  meaaorea  of  Congrasr  respeeiniUy, 
to  offer  their  sentimente,  and  to  point  oot  those 
circumsiaaces  in  which  they  conceive  theii  ia- 
tereats  and  that  of  the  public  are  so  united  as  to 
merit  the  most  serious  attention  of  the  Nadonst 
Lfsinlaiure. 

Yonr  memorialists  b^  leave  to  remind  Con* 
gress  that,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  coantry, 
domestic  maaufaetores  have  formed  an  import- 
aot  feature  of  its  industry;  these,  founded  oa 
the  genius  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  aru  they 
brought  or  have  acquired  from  Europe,  hare  intro- 
duced and  established  maor  of  the  most  useful 
manufactnrea,  among  wbien  none  is  more  eoo- 
spieoons  than  that  of  woollen ;  this  has  not 
only  ioereased  aa  fast  aa  the  agrienllore  the 
country  anpplied  the  raw  material,  but  when* 
ever  any  circumstances  have  given  it  further 
encouragement,  it  has  shown  ttself  suffieientLy 
founded  in«be  waau  aod  ability  of  the  country 
:  to  go  beyond  this,  and  to  rise  in  a  very  maierial 
degree  to  its  xupport.  Such  was  the  case  during 
the  sramp  act  and  the  Reroluuonary  war,  when 
the  woulleu  manufacture  became  greatly  extend- 
ed :  but  (he  raw  material,  the  populatioo  and  gen- 
eritl  ability  of  the  country  weretnen  all  too  feeble 
10  give  it  a  decided  permanent  establishment,  so 
ibai,  upon  the  renewal  of  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  it  snok  again  under  a  competition  with 
their  maoufaciores,  until  within  the  last  five 
years,  when  many  eirenmsianeea  have  ariseiL 
and  particularly  two,  viz:  the  introduction  of 
fthevp,  and  the  separation  from  Europe  by  the 
war,  which  have  given  to  the  manufaeiore  aocli 
a  bjsis,  that  its  complete  establishment  in  the 
country  is  no  longer  donbtfuL 

The  iotroductioo  of  sheep,  and  paiUculaily  oC 
the  lurriao  breed,  gave  to  the  country  at  once  an 
agricultural  object,  which  every  State  in  Enrope 
had  been  xtriving  to  realize,  but  without  an  im- 
mediate demand  for  the  wool  it  would  not  have 
been  realized  here,  at  least  at  the  time  and  to  the 
extent  wbicb  has  been  done,  for  while  it  furnish- 
ed the  raw  material,  it  waa  th«  immediate  man- 
ufacture which  afforded  the  price  aad  ikimini 
for  that  material,  aod  occasioned  ita  proaonl  cat- 
tension  and  esublishments. 

It  is  notorious  ihaL  dario|[  th«  period  referred 
to,  a  great  nnndwr  of  the  eitmna  of  tboae  Stuea 
have  devoted  ihemselvea  bah  to  the  bread  of 
sheep,  and  the  wooUen  manafitetures;  that  vast 
capitals  have  been  expended,  and  laxge  establish- 
ments  every  where  diffused  through  the  £Ual«% 
which  have  supplied  the  public  wants,  and  abawi 
themselves  capable  Of  great  fulore  extensioB,s8 
that  altogether  a  national  object  has  been  erecied, 
uniting  the  features  of  agriculture  and  commem 
in  so  eminent  a  degree  as  conspicuously  tod^ 
maud  (he  attention  of  the  Government  ia  allihose 
acts  which  ace  directed  to  its  national  fcsftOBT* 
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Your  memorialitts  beg  leave  to  state  (hat,opoD 
the  introdttctioD  of  the  merino  breed  of  theep,  the 
prices  which  the  maDuftetorers  afforded  for  their 
wool  were  high  beyond  ttiat  of  every  other  coan- 
trjr;  so  that  toe  eneoaraffement  it  received  wa^ 
precisely  saeb  as  the  iD»nt  arts  almost  always 
require  oa  their  iotrodnctioD.  aod  other  couatriefi 
have  been  obliged  to  give  by  legislattre  proriaion  : 
accordingly,  the  breed  of  sheep  has  been  perma- 
nei^ly  6xed  aod  diffased  over  the  soil  of  thf 
United  States  without  any  other  aid.  At  pres- 
rat  the  prices  which  the  maDofacturers  allow  are 
atill  higher  than  those  abroad,  although  wool  is 
now  macb  dearer  in  Europe  than  the  usual  level 
of  peaee  prices,  ehiefly  owiog  to  the  demaod  for 
manufaetnres  to  be  sent  here. 

U  18  thas  that  the  import  of  oar  elothiog  oper- 
ates with  the  double  diaadvantaga:  first,  oT  keep- 
ing op  the  raw  material  of  Europe  by  maoufac- 
tnring  it  for  our  use;  au^  secondly,  depressing 
that  material  here  by  impairing  the  maDofactures 
of  oor  own ;  in  both  eases  the  agricultural  object 
is  effected  through  the  manufacture  and  in  the 
proporttoQ  as  that  is  encouraged  abroad,  so  both 
are  depressed  at  home. 

It  is  vain  to  pretend  that  the  breed  of  sheep 
can  be  maintained  in  these  States  by  an  export 
of  the  wool ;  even  the  present  prices  in  Europe 
will  not  admit  of  it ;  and  if  they  decline,  as  ifaey 
unqaestionably  will,  under  a  peace  establish  meot, 
it  is  out  of  the  question.  In  the  year  1800  the 
average  price  of  British  wool  was  less  than 
twenty  coits  per  pound,  which,  after  the  expense 
export,  could  in  no  way  support  the  growth  of 
it  here ;  at  this  moment  the  prices  oi  wool  are 
higher  here  than  abroad,  and,  if  the  manufacture 
ia  supported,  they  will  probably  always  remain 
ao,  since  the  charges  of  export  aod  import  give 
them  a  material  support.  Besides  this,  it  is  by 
manufactures  actually  existing  on  the  spot  where 
the  wool  is  grown,  that  it  receives  its  surest  en- 
couragement. These  furnish  an  immediate  mar- 
ket, and  teach  the  agriculturist  all  the  improve- 
menu  in  quality,  b^  which  excelleaee  is  obtained ; 
of  this  the  whole  history  of  the  material  furnishes 
a  proof.  It  was  by  the  refined  manufiictures  of 
the  Arabs  in  Spain,  that  the  fieeeea  of  that  coun- 
try received  those  improvements,  which  the  laws 
of  the  Mesta  now  barely  sappon:  and  the  present 
Tft^iety  and  goodneas  of  the  British  wool  has 
been  obtained  by  its  manufactures.  No  doubt, 
therefore,  can  exist  as  to  the  fiict  that  it  is  through 
the  medium  of  the  maoufaeture  that  the  growth 
of  the  wool  can  be  improved,  or  even  maintained, 
ia  these  States. 

Our  mannfiieturers  have  already  furnished  a 
lai^e  qaantity  of  superfine  cloths,  of  coarse  cloths, 
and  many  new  articles  peculiarly  suited  to  our 
elimateu  In  their  infancy  they  could  scarcely  be 
expecte  d  to  furnish  all  that  the  country  demand- 
ed, or  to  obtain  the  perfect  excellenee  of  nations 
who  ha  d  manafaetnred  them  for  a^es.  But  tt  is 
notorioiis,  that  the  quantity  was  rapidly  becoming 
sufficient  for  our  cmsamption,  and  that  a  larse 
vioportion  of  oar  cloths  were  equal  to  the  best  tn 
Mropc  What  d«bi«Miea  exited  woaM  have 


soon  y  ielded  to  existing  skill ;  and  one  object  was 
obtained  with  certainty,  viz :  that  of  giving  the 
country  a  large  amount  of  substantial  clothing, 
with  every  moderate  d^ree  of  excellence,  ana 
inferior  only  to  articles  of  refined  luxury. 

On  this  head  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to 
remark  tbar,  although  the  importation  of  foreign 
manufactures  comprises  a  great  number  of  most 
useful  articles  essential  to  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try, yet  a  large  proportion  of  it  consists  of  those 
which  are  more  alturiag  by  their  fashion  tlun 
their  use.  The  wealth  of  Europe  encourages 
these  at  home,  and  a  constant  supply  of  them  is 
required  by  its  luxury  and  the  state  of  its  arts, 
which  are  better  rewarded  by  these  refined  in- 
ventions than  the  more  useful  ones.  Here,  with- 
out railing  against  the  introduction  of  el^anee, 
and  even  a  moderate  degree  of  luxury  Itself,  it  is 
certain  tbat  our  owq  manufactures  are  depreci- 
ated more  by  the  novelty  aod  fashion  of  foreign 
articles  than  by  those  which  are  the  most  u^ols 
and  that  a  very  great  proportion  of  onr  wealth 
goes  abroad  for  the  allurements  which  foreignen 
present  to  us.  While,  therefore,  we  can  supply 
ourselves  with  articles  sufficient  for  every  mo&t- 
ate  degree  of  gratification,  it  is  consistent  with 
the  practice  oithe  wisest  nations,  and  the  sound* 
est  principles  of  political  economy,  that  they 
shoiu  I  be  encouraged ;  and  tbat  foreign  articles 
which  interfere  with  them  sbontd  be  made  the 
objects  of  revenae  by  Government,  whicn  those 
who  use  them  ought  to  pay. 

Almost  every  nation  has  now  adopted  the  sya- 
tem  of  making  its  revenae  laws  the  organ  of  pm- 
teciiou  to  itsaru;  and  this  system  bavtog.beW 
already  used  in  these  States,  a  universal  conrie- 
lioo  prevails  that  Congress  will  make  it  tmeof 
the  bases  of  the  new  tariff  of  duties.  Your  mo- 
murialisis  are,  therefore,  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  it  must  be  desirable  to  Congress  to  obiaia 
correct  information  of  what  precise  duties  the 
interests  of  the  manufacturers  demaod,  and  it  is 
their  sincere  desire  to  furnish  such  inforoution  as 
to  that  in  which  they  are  enga^. 

Upon  this  bead  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to 
remark  tbat  they  do  not  wish  for  a  rate  of  dutiai 
which  may  injure  any  other  department  of  in- 
dustry, or  give  an  execsiive  encouragement  to 
their  own ;  iheb  sole  olyeot  is  such  as  will  pi^ 
rent  iheir  iodividaal  rain,  and  maimtia  the  maih 
afaetnri^  establishments  ttf  the  eonMry.  It  is 
cermin  that  a  considerahle  duty  is  neeenary  fat 
this  purpose,  aod  there  are  some  circQnutaneat 
which  may  enable  as  to  fix  it  with  tolerable  pre- 
cision. Under  the  old  duties,  previous  to  the 
war,  there  was  not  encounigefflent  enough  te 
introduce  the  woollen  manu&cture,  so  that  it  ap- 
pears certain  that  these  duties  would  not  now 
mainuin  it.  Under  the  present  duties  it  has  lan- 
guished, and  in  a  considerable  d^ree  declined 
since  the  peace ;  yet  there  is  reason  to  hope  that 
when  the  shock  first  given  by  foreign  import  sob- 
sides,  they  may  be  maintaiiwd  with  a  moderate 
though  certainly  not  with  a  great  profit  to  the 
manufiwtarer.  There  are  two  ciieonutaaeea 
which  preieac  a  more  pnciia  opinioa  as  thii 
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mbjeet  j  fint,  th«  almost  oertaia  decline  of  the- 
^eea  abroM;  aad  tbe  Dext,  the  exeemTC  ieo- 
portatioo  of  the  preaeot  year,  which  has  lowered' 
prices  heft  bejrond  their  fair  or  accurate  ralue. 
The  last  of  these  is  accidental,  ihoi^h  it  may  often 
oeeor  agaio,  and  the  beet  checks  for  it  eictsts  ia ' 
eottfliderable  daties.  Of  the  former,  the  extent* 
eunot  yet  be  aacertaised  ;  it  is  certain,  bowerer,  - 
that  fnrara  improTHiMiit  in  the  itate'oi  the  lua- 
vflwtare  henu  len  to  bt  looked  for  thfeo  diseom-' 
afcnunt]  ao  that,  Vithont  any  speeolatire  cal- 
e«lMio»  npn  what  ma^  oeear,  but  taking  what 
we  know  as  oar  gaide,  it  seems  certain  that  the 
pMsedt  datfes  may  maintuD  the  manafactures 
of  tbe  eovBtry,  bvt  that  anqanttooably  notbiog 
lets  will  do  it 

Tour  memorialists  m%ht  urge  a  great  nnmber 
of  facts  and  farther  reasoning  to  show  the  pro- 
ivlcty  of  fixing  tbe  doties  at  the  rate  they  have 
mentioned,  or  ctcb  higher,  bnt  they  are  not  de- 
nrmts  unnecessarily  to  swell  this  memorial  into 
a  trespass  npoo  the  attention  of  Googtese.  It 
npears  proper,  bowcrer,  that,  ia  expressiog  their 
sentiments  as  to  their  own  manintactare,  they 
riioold  also  exfffeiB  theae  thev  feel  for  others,  and 
putieabrly  xnt  two  great  oajMta  of  ■gricQUvre 
and  eommcrea.  IiiseercainthataUtlnAreegreftt 
ditUiona  of  labor  oagfat  to  reeelre  the  patronage 
mtA  sopport  tbey  require  wfthont  pntialitv,  apd 
they  trust  the  wisdom  of  Ocngreaa  will  alwaya 
aoimd  it  when  necessary. 

Your  memorialists,  howerer,  cannot  bat  re^ 
mark  that  tbe  agricultore  and  eooiateroe  of  these 
States  alreadjr  rest  opon  a  basis  which  does  not 
appear  easily  impaired ;  the  agriculture,  directed 
to  objects  in  anlTcrsai  dennno  for  the  most  oe- 
eessary  wants  of  mankind,  derives  from  these 
wants  tbe  sdrest  support,  and  whenever  the  Intro- 
doetion  of  oew  objects  of  cnltiration,  or  the  stxp- 
pbrt  of  the  old  reqaii«  legislative  aid,  tbey  ought, 
and  will,  doubtless,  receive  it ;  in  the  same  man- 
ner the  carriage  of  oar  vast  produce  gives  a  sap- 
port  to  onr  eommoma  eqaally  pwnaBent.  Tbe 
two  united  aflbrd  a  solid  aid  to  eaeh  other ;  the 
agrionHare  by  ftiralihing  the  mc«»,  and  com- 
mree.  by  exnloring  the  sources  of  tapriy.  It  is 
ikeca  that  both  possess  a  fbnodation  waton,  aid«d 
by  «  just  proteclioa  of  oar  rights,  and  by  those 
ftnrorable  regulations  which  it  has  always  beeo 
th«  object  of  Congress  to  make,  presents  at  once 
al  flUmulua  and  siq>port  to  tha  eiJstiiqr  agrieul- 
tore  of  ovr  eountrr  which  wUl  tttand  it  over 
■11  oor  soil. 

But  manufaetares  advance  with  afteblerstep; 
those  wtiieh  are  matured  to  the  highest  exceHence 
«ften  depend,  in  their  infancy,  upon  individuKi 
iORttioD,  and  they  have  a  peculiar  species  of  eom- 
potiton  in  tha  population,  tbe  ddll.  and  long  ex- 
perience of  other  natioDSf  above  all.  in  the  jeal- 
otoy  with  iitmk  each  nation  wateua  ita  own 
■rta ;  their  whole  histOTy,  therefore,  U  a  reeord 
diat,  in  the  introdociion  of  them  into  any  lutian, 
there  is  a  period  when  public  aid  is  essential,  and 
that  they  cannot  be  him>dufled  without  it  In 
•wry  State  they  furnish  the  greatest  resources  of 
aammerca,  aa  may  be  seen  by  tlM  *»t  carriage 


reqaired  by  manofiietared  aiticles.  This  son  of 
aid  has  already  been  given  to  tbe  comoterce  oC 
the  United  States     their  maoufactares :  a  great 

Jiortion  of  our  acrieoltural  produce  is  already 
oabled  in  value  before  it  leaves  ns,  and  is  car- 
ried to  other  nations  ia  a  shape  which  still  more 
enbnces  it  Oar  floor,  for  iastance,  would  not 
:b«  applied  to  tbe  supply  of  many  coantnet  witb- 
out  manu&ctare,  and  the  produce  of  oiBr  aincp- 
ala  and  foreats  requires  ibu  s<tot  of  coavcmM, 
often,  to  give  them  value  at  all ;  bat,  beyond  tlie 
resource  thua  famished  to  corailMree^  tbe  aii|i^ 
of  oar  vtants  m  home,  and  the  indepeBdettoe  of 
tbe  country  are  objects  of  still  greater  importasce. 
In  this  way  our  wealth  is  increased  by  saving  it^ 
the  genius  of  our  citizens  awdiened,  their  ti^ 
dostry  retraced,  and  the  valoe  4^  every  prntioa 
of  labor  enhanced  at  borne,  instead  of  encour- 
aging the  agriealtne,  commefce,  and  manafim- 
turing  skill  of  other  nations. 

Yonr  memorialists  feel  no  doabt  that  the  m- 
plications  of  other  manafaoturers  will  receive  the 
same  attention  from  Congress  as  their  own.  and 
especially  that  of  tbe  cotton  mano&eturers;  leer- 
ing these,  then,  to  what  they  can  nige  with  moce 
propriety  for  themadvc*,  they  caaool  bat  reoMuk 
that  the  cotton  manamnnre  bids  fttr  to  aapply 
•o  large  a  porlioa  of  oar  clothing  as  to  tree  thm, 
of  wool  from  the  fears  whicb  nilgbt  be  eMar- 
taiaed  w  to  ita  inability  to  famisa  n  aofiatent 
sapply  for  tbe  eountry.  It  is  cetutn  tiu«  oat  t«- 
Boarces  for  the  cotton  mannlaetare  are  anboand* 
ed,  and  thatj  in  our  eUmate,  it  will  furnish  a  vnac 
portion  of  our  clothing;  the  extennon  of  the 
growth  of  wool  and  its  manufacture,  tberefere, 
are  aueb  as  to  leave  no  reasonable  doabt  but  tha^ 
under  proper  encouragement  it  will^  at  no  very 
distant  period,  sapply  all  our  remMnfi^  waota^ 
aad  especially  those  articles  fot  wfaieh  irool  Is 
esseoiial. 

Your  memoriatists  cannot  conceive  ttet,  at 
this  period,  any  friend  to  this  country  wwdd 
draw  diatinetieos  between  il«  varioos  est&bUdk- 
ments  unfavomUe  to  either.  Speculative  theo- 
ries derived  from  other  countries  or  other  ages 
can  rarely  be  apfJied,  with  justice,  to  our  own; 
but  if  these  tbeoriek  ate  indulged  tlwy  can  o^ 
be  drawn  from  abnsea  or  a  state  of  society  difek 
eot  from  what  we  enjoy.  The  mmnvfoetnrca 
abtoad  may  be  considered  as  of  two  dhrtiaot 
kinds;  the  one  consisting  of  great  comnereid 
ettabiiahments,  to  which  the  whole  mass  of  see^ 
etyis  devoted  ;  the  other  those  of  a  morectnfiaed 
character,  which  ran  hand  in  band  with  agricol- 
ture,  and  afford  a  useful  aid  to  c<Hnmeree,  witib* 
out  becoming  its  sole  support  The  letter  eidats 
throlighottt  all  the  conunent  of  Bnivpe,  and 
nourishes  e'very  otber  application  of  labor;  tbe 
foimer  exists  obiefly  in  Gkeat  Britain,  from 
wheao»  we  derive  aome  of  tbe  moot  ascf^l,  aad 
alt  theinjarions  ideas  of  mannfiictares.  Her  '» 
stitmums,  however,  are  derive  fhnn  her  pecatiir 
situation ;  abouiidiiif  in  mineral!,  aad  with  a  ssi 
incapable  of  aasiainiag  her  inliwitnniB.  aba  ia 
compiled  to  aa  aabovnded  an^  of  maailbri 
tares  to  aoslaiB  her  eooimeree,  aad  to  fM  hiw 
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people.  In  these,  however,  it  is  from  momeatarir 
abuses  in  some  of  her  raasofoctares  alooe,  that 
injurioiis  impressioM  of  tbem  we  derived ;  for  if 
we  examine  them  all,  irith  proper  dtacrimioatioD, 
we  shall  fiod  that  the  far  greater  part  of  them, 
aod  partlealarljr  her  woollen  manafaotore,  com- 

E rises  the  most  free  and  eomforuble  pOTtion  of 
er  population  ;  this  eharacier  applies  to  every 
State  of  the  CoDtiarat.  Franee  aod  Qermaoy 
^ve,  for  agea,  carried  on  la^  unmftctnres, 
without  the  lewt  injorr  to  their  people,  or  their 
agtieultttre;  and  the  hiacory  of  Snrope  will  prove 
that  manufaetares  have  been,  in  ererjr  age,  the 
nurseries  of  its  fteedom  aod  prosperity.  To  their 
existence  liberty  is  esiential ;  for  to  raise  or  to 
boy  the  raw  materials,  to  sell  their  prodnetioas, 
or  to  pnreae  their  iaventioiu  and  siill,  requires 
that  freedom  from  restraint  which  first  compelled 
the  feudal  lords  of  Europe  to  emaacipate  their 
artists,  while  they  ehained  their  agricultural  suU- 
jeets  to  the  soil.  From  hence  the  cities  of  Italy 
first  rose  into  free  States,  aod  the  progress  of  the 
useful  arts  nourished  the  Reformatiea,  and  gave 
to  the  eiiiea  of  Oermaay  aad  Flanders,  to  Geneva, 
and  to  Nisaes,  a  portion  of  liberty  which  no 
otbCT  part  of  Bo  rope  posaeesed. 

Your  neimffiftliM  cannot  ask  for  an  eoeoar- 
agemeot  injurioDs  to  any  portion  of  their  fellow- 
cilinntp  or  the  interests  of  their  country.  The 
mass  of  UboT  here,  as  elsewhere,  is  comprised  in 
the  three  great  divisions  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  maaufactures;  but  tnese  are  so  con- 
nected that  benefit  bestowed  on  one  must  extend 
to  all.  Under  a  free  constitution  and  equal  laws, 
the  ohildrra  of  the  State  justly  ask  the  same  pat- 
ron^, to  whichever  object  they  direct  their  in- 
dustry. Oar  popalatiott  has  now  risen  to  a  larga 
amount,  and  a  oonttidemble  portion  of  it  is  eon* 
prised  in  our  cities  and  towns ;  these  are  neoc»- 
sary  to  nourish  the  more  difiiiscd  districts  of  agri- 
cultttfc,  by  furnishing  tbem  with  mailtets,  and 
TOpplylng  those  wanu  for  which  a  combination 
of  labor  IS  required ;  hence  their  applieatioa  to 
"**'¥Tftfrtnrf  is  at  onea  nainrnl  ana  tssMtial. 
Besidas  tluM^  onr  aumeroas  stroms  of  watei,  oar 
niaaialt,  oar  wooda^  and  oni  tiUage,  ^1  iavi»  to 
th«  employment  of  mannfaetaring  dtUL  In  this 
tha  choice  will  always  be  best  daieimined  by  the 
most  neeessary  wapts  of  the  eoantryj  and  what 
wa  arit  is,  not  to  direct  or  giro  to  manufaetares 
an  ouaatural  aid,  but  to  protect  tbem  from  for* 
eiga  injury.  For  a  long  period,  it  is  none  bat  the 
most  necessary  which  can  be  reared,  and  while 
oar  vast  territory,  and  the  nobeunded  scope  it 
o&rs  for  agrioultaral  labor  will,  perhaps,  forever 
prevent  the  introdaction  of  any  other,  tiie  settle- 
ment of  that  territory  itself  will  proceed  with  the 
surer  st^,  as  we  bMonse  independent  in  our  re- 
sootees. 

There  are  two  facts  of  considerable  importance, 
whieh  your  memoriatius  balieve  may  be  fully 
astaUishedt  first,  that  the  import  of  foreign 
goods  in  most  years,  and  particularly  in  the  pres- 
tnt  on^  cxeeeds  uia  v^ue  we  can  pay  by 

oui  ecqwrts.  This  eironnistance  is  in  a  great  de- 
Bnte  similH  to  what  occnrr^  uptn  the  pence  of 


1783,  when  the  conntry  was  so  iuuadated  with 
foreign  articles  that  the  maoufoctores  were  d»* 
■troyed,  and  our  citizens  torn  to  pieces  for  many 
years  to  par  for  them.  The  late  wars  in  Europe 
by  presenting  new  and  extraordinary  objects  of 
commerce  to  us,  retrieved  oar  embarrassments, 
aad  threw  into  the  country  a  mass  of  wealth 
whieh  overpaid  the  deficiency  of  our  proper  »« 
ports;  but  these  extraordinary  objects  nre  not  to 
M  expected  in  peace,  when  the  baUnee  against 
OS  must  again  increase,  unless  we  can  prevent  It 
by  our  domestic  economy. 

The  other  fact  is,  that  the  manofaetnres  of  the 
coantiy,  altogether,  have  become  so  important 
that  the  carriage  of  raw  materials  from  abroad, 
([chiefly  of  kinds  we  do  not  produce  at  aU,  or  not 
in  suffieieat  quantities.)  actually  exceeds,  in  pwat 
of  tQunag*,  that  which  is  employed  in  mana&e* 
tared  articles;  and  if,  to  the  tonnage  thus  em- 
played  abroad,  we  add  that  which  conveys  our 
raw  materials  and  mano&ctores  coastwise,  we 
shall  find  that  they  already  support  a  most  im> 
poriant  part  of  our  commerce,  of  that  kind  which 
we  can  secure  and  extend  in  peace,  and  which  Is 
of  all  others  the  most  interesting  to  the  cotwtryi 
vis:  the  ioerensn  nod  employment  of  onr  ahin 
nd  seatten,  to  whom  fireighu  am  the  prop«  o«- 
jecu  of  enjoyment,  and  it  will  be  at  onoe  piv* 
enved  how  maeb  these  are  inwcnsed  by  thn  im- 
port of  soeh  artiela  as.  heopu  ironi  copper,  lead, 
brtrastoae,  and  the  li^  over  fine  aiM  costly  man- 
afisetures. 

Your  memorialiau  ure  sensible  that  very  erro* 
neons  ideas  have  prevAiled  as  to  the  profit  yielded 
by  the  woollen  manufactare,  which  has  bsea 
eonsideccd  as  very  great  during  the  war.  In  order 
to  coonieraot  this  opinion,  which  is  inoorreet, 
yonr  memorialists  state  that  when  the  muafao* 
tare  was  begun,  jost  before  the  war,  washed  me> 
rino  wool  was  at  less  than  ooe  dollar  per  pounds 
but  that,  daring  the  war,  it  rose  to  three  dollars, 
so  that  the  wool  in  a  yard  of  cloth  cost  at  least 
six  dollars,  and  the  materials  for  finishing  it 
and  workmanship  wereequally  high ;  it  was  Ihesc^ 
therefore^  and  not  the  profit  that  enhanced  the 
price  of  cloth;  aod  they  prove  that  the  mnnufae- 
tore  was  actually  instituted  at  the  risk  of  the 
manufacturer  himself,  but  that  the  profit  was 
largely  shared  with  the  agriculturist  and  other 
laborers  of  the  country ;  besides  which,  it  is  cer- 
tain the  jNTofit,  whatever  it  was,  came  at  a  forta- 
nale  period  to  introduce  the  manufiwture  and 
supply  the  country;  nor  has  it  been  eio^eyed 
lon^  enough  to  give  either  a  reirard  or  iait  ex- 
periment to  the  introducers  of  it;  since  the  pe- 
riod has  been  so  short  that  a  great  part  of  it  fan 
necessarily  been  taken  up  in  forming  the  estab- 
lishments, at  great  cost,  and  they  are  always 
known  to  be  least  productive  for  the  first  few 
years.  At  present,  the  manaftettm  bete  can 
afibrd  to  mate  a  pieoe  of  doth  at  aboiu  tha  aama 

5 rice  as  it  may  be  imported  for,  that  ia,  at  Mght 
ollars  per  yanl ;  but  ne  cannot  make  it  here  m 
what  it  can  be  made  in  England,  becaoae  tke 
materials  and  wo^manahip  are  both  much  higher 
here ;  nor  is  the  cost  of  carriage  a«d  tAA  daliaa 
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enough  to  par  the  diinence.  It  abulateljr  re> 
qniies  the  whole  of  the  present  duties,  as  thejr 
■ow  eiUt,  and  then  cannot  be  considered  as 
hifh  whan  it  is  seen  that  they  are  to  eompriae  all 
Ihe  manufaciarer's  profit,  and  protect  him  from 
all  his  disadTantayo,  especially  the  foUowiog; 
fint,  the  higher  prices  he  pays  here  for  the  wool, 
the  machinery,  and  the  workmanship;  second, 
<fae  wobable  depression  of  wool  and  cloth  abroad ; 
thirdly,  the  enormoos  import  sold  here  below 
their  cost ;  and,  lastly,  the  prejudice  of  the  eoun« 
try  in  faror  of  foreign  fabrics. 

Tear  memorialists  canoot  but  conclude  by 
expressing  their  conrictioD  that  the  absolute  fate 
of  their  manufacture  dependi  on  the  determina- 
tion of  Confess,  end  with  it  the  fate  of  a  great 
nnmbcr  of  citiiens  who  have  eugaged  in  it ;  that 
they  entered  into  it  under  the  encouragement 
fiTen  by  the  late  war,  is  correct,  as  without  en- 
eonranmant  from  some  source  no  important  in- 
tUtution  would, erer  be  begun;  but  it  is  certain 
tint  anther  now,  nor  upon  any  fnture  oecaiioo, 
could  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  be  snp- 
poaed  to  embark  in  such  undertakings,  where  the 
prirate  hazard  is  always  great,  solely  upon  the 
preearionsnesft  of  public  measures)  to  look  for* 
wai^  therefore,  to  the  public  patronagre  when 
tlwy  might  require  it,  was,  as  it  ever  will  be,  a 
nasoaaDle  resource,  upon  which  every  man  who 
engages  in  such  undertakings  must  deprnd.  It 
is,  tb«n,  with  confidenee  that  they  now  rely  upon 
the  measures  of  Congress  for  that  protection 
wbtoh  is  essential  to  them,  and  with  them  to  the 
woollen  manufactare  and  growth  of  wool  in  the 
United  States;  and  they  respectfully  pray  that 
Congress,  taking  the  premises  into  its  most  seri- 
"  one  consideration,  will  grant  the  proteetion  they 
require,  by  continuiiijK  at  leaat  the  preaent  duties 
npoa  all  woollen  articles  of  foreiga  manofaetnre 
imported  into  tba  United  States. 

WBl  R.  RODMAN,  and  otfterv. 


COHPENSATION  OF  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
CUSTOMS. 

{Oemmnnioated  to  the  House.  March  81, 1616.] 

TBaABUBT  Dbpabthbnt, 

Atarch  21, 1816. 
SiB'       petitions  hereinaf^r  mentioned  hare 
been  referrad  to  thia  Department  at  different 
times: 

1.  The  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  the  cus- 
tama  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  praying  an  in- 
vmase  of  their  eompensation. 

2.  The  petitions  of  the  inspectors  and  weighers 
of  the  customs  at  New  Yorl^  with  a  similar 
prayer. 

3.  The  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  the  customs 
at  Baltimore,  with  a  similar  prayer. 

By  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1799,  (vol.  4,) 
the  eompensation  of  an  inspector  was  fixed  at  a 
earn  not  exceeding  two  dollars  for  every  day  that 
«e  should  be  actually  employed  in  aid  of  the  cus- 
™s  to  be  paid  by  the  collector  oat  of  the  rer- 


enae,  aad  charged  te  the  United  States,  aeeoed- 
ing  to  the  amount  produced,  at  ceriaia  raieaiie^* 
OMted  by  the  quantity,  and  the  kind  of  the  an^ 
cles  measured,  weighed,  or  gauged.  It  bdievel 
that  the  Gompenntioo  of  this  elasa  of  officna  has 
seldom  exeenled  at  any  place  the  average  oT  twe 
dollars  for  each  day;  and  that,  at  many  fUeea,  il 
falls  much  below  that  sum. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  effective  valae  of  the 
compensation,  which  was  allowed  in  1799,  haa 
been  greatly  reduced  in  consequence  of  the  cn> 
hanced  price  of  every  article  of  subsistence  aad 
comfort.  The  service  of  the.iaspector  has,  abo, 
become  much  more  severe  and  important  than  it 
was  at  that  period.  The  compensation  of  the 
weighers,  measurers,  and  saugers,  might  be  eoa> 
sidered  as  increasing  with  the  increase  of  their 
business ;  but,  in  truth,  the  effect  of  the  increase 
of  business  must  be  the  employment  of  a  greater 
number  of  those  oflleers,  and,  conaeqoeoiTy,  the 
compenaatioa  of  each  will  probably  renaia  ata- 
tionary. 

.  Under  every  view  of  thesubjcct  I  am  imyreaiud 
with  the  justice  and  policy  of  grautia(  the 
prayer  of  the  petitiooersj  by  advancing  their  preih 
ent  compensation  at  the  rate  of  fifty  per  cent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  icspectfuUy,  air, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  WiLLIUI  LOWKDBS. 


Wasbinqtoh,  March  8, 1816. 

Dbab  Sib  :  Some  weeks  ago  petitions  from  the 
weighers  and  inspectors  of  the  customs,  belonging 
.  to  the  port  of  New  York,  were  pmented  to  Con- 
gress, praying  for  an  aogmenlation  of  aaUry.  This 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Hean^  who,  I  have  understood,  havelaid  il 
before  you.  I  feel  impressed  with  the  aeeasu'lr 
of  granting  some  relief  to  the  pclitioBcn^  aad  I 
hare,  therefore,  uken  the  liberty  to  addrcsa  ytm 
on  the  subjecL 

The  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  city  of  New 
York  are  a  verv  reputable  class  of  men,  many  of 
them  old  Revolutionary  officers;  many  of  them 
persons  who  once  were  in  comfortable,  and  even 
derated  circumstances,  and  who,  owing  to  ad- 
verse fortune,  have  bad  to  lake  refuge,  in  advaaeed 
life,  in  the  scanty  shelter  from  want  that  the  per 
diemof  a  custom-house  officer  afforda  J  and  all  of 
them,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extendSf  possew  the 
character  of  being  upright  and  exemplary.  They 
are  remarked  for  their  (fficial  integrity :  so  mach 
so,  that  I  have  never  beard  a  lisp  of  such  a  thlag 
as  corruption  having  been  found  among  them. 

The  aalary  now  given  them,  of  two  OMlara  per 
day,  was  established  about  ewtHeen  yeara 
when  it  was  probably  quite  sufficient ;  but  eveiy> 
thing  has  so  enhanced  since  that  day  that  oae 
ihousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  will  aat 

Kas  far  now  as  seven  hundred  and  thirty  dil- 
«  did  thea.  No  small  tenement,  of  any  immt 
appearance  is  to  be  obtained  at  present  under  c«o 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  fud  to  sepport 
one  fire  will  cost  eighty  dorian.  A  aaliiatT  »»• 
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at  eishtjr  more.  Here  is  foar  bandred  aod  tea 
llani  of  the  sereo  hundred  aod  thirty  g^oae  for 
ree  items.  The  fact  is,  I  hare  ascertaiaed,  to 
f  perfect  eonrietioo,  that  ihese  men  are  ia  a 
ploral>le  situation.  Some  of  them  bare  famt- 
18  of  &Te,  six,  and  I  know  of  one  who  has  niDe 
lildren.  They  are  perplexed  with  small  debts, 
intractfld  through  poverty,for  the  absolute  wants 
their  families,  and  many  of  them  are  becoming 
labby  in  their  appearance  I  have  been  told  by 
le  that  to  sebool  his  ehildren  was  oat  of  the 
lestion,  for  he  could  not  afford  them  iboei  in 
le  Winter.  Many  of  them  hare  grown  gray  in 
le  employ,  and  most  of  them  hare  been  so  long 
agaged  that  they  hare  either  lost  the  knowledge 
r  air  other  basiness,  or  hare  lost  the  means  of 
elpiog  themselves  to  a  ehauge ;  and  are  too  ne- 
estttons  to  throw  up  this  "  half  a  loaT'  for  the 
Dcerlain  hope  of  ^euing  into  better  bread. 
I  oagfat  to  mention,  also,  that,  in  consequence 
r  the  double  duties,  there  has  been  a  necessity 
>r  increase  of  vigilance ;  aod  this  lias  compelled 
le  officers,  by  the  direction  of  their  superiors,  to 
ratch  br  nignt  as  well  as  by  dav  ;  so  that  they 
are,  of  late,  lost  two  nights*  sleep  in  a  wee£ 
?hi8  has  made  their  duty  peealiarly  hard.  From 
U  these  cireumstanees  and  facts  I  cannot  refrain 
rom  saying  that  I  think  equity  and  common  hu- 
aanity^  dictate  that  they  should  be  relieved. 

Setting  aside  their  own  personal  claims,  good 
olicy  moat  imperioosly  raqaire  that  their  situa- 
ion  should  be  comfortable.  These  men,  thus 
wrplezed  and  needy,  are,  indirectly,  the  cotlec- 
ora  of  the  rerenue,  which,  in  New  York,  under 
be  expected  tarifi^  mil  amount  to  nothing  short 
)f  eisnt  millions  of  dollars  per  anoom.  Ought 
lot  the  gnardiaos  of  this  ainouDt  of  impost  to  be 
^ept  decently  alive  ?  Yfrn  must  agree  with  me, 
lir,  that  starration  i«  no  great  frieod  of  honesty ; 
ind  the  question  becomes  a  serious  one,  whether, 
irhile  all  the  means  of  life  are  amply  at  hand, 
■tarring  men  will  not  be  apt,  even  at  toe  expense 
of  integrity,  to  help  themselresi  Men  are  best 
kept  honest  by  not  being  led  into  temptation. 
Should  they  at  once  get  corrupted,  and  the  frauds 
that  are  common  all  orer  Borope  and  elsewhere, 
become  fiuniliar  here,  it  is  impmible  to  calculate 
the  amonat  of  injury  the  rerenue  laay  sustain. 

We  certainly  ought  to  augment  the  salaries  of 
then  officers  at  the  same  moment  that  we  aug- 
ment the  dutich  One  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
ud,  pethape^  a  smaller  ram  dirided  anaually 
among  the  petty  officers  of  the  customs,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  present  salaries,  may  be  the  means  of 
aaviog  one  million  per^  annum  to  the  public  in- 
come. Something  of  this  kind,  most  unquestion- 
ably, must  be  done  ^  the  good  of  the  community 
at  luga  demands  iti  and  if  it  be  neglected,  the  af* 
tcmaUve  is  ineritable ;  either  our  inspectors  ef 
the  customs  will  become  dishonest,  or  quit  the 
employ  in  order  that  dishonest  men  may  take  their 
^aees. 

Yoo  will  pardon  the  freedom  with  which  I  bare 
addressed  yoo,  and  beliere  ne,  with  sincere  re- 
gard, dear  sir,  &&,  WM.  IRVINa 

TheHoa.A.J.DALLU. 


Sbnatb  Cbambbb,  March  19, 1816. 

Sir  :  Several  respectable  iodividuaU  of  Nefr 
York,  whose  business  gives  them  a  particular 
knowledge  of  the  duties  of  the  inspectors  of  the 
customs,  bare  signified  their  opinion  that  an  in- 
crease of  the  compensation  of  these  officers  was 
expedient,  and  that  the  public  interest  would  bo 
secured  and  promoted  by  saeb  increase. 

I  uhe  the  liberty  of  uniting  in  this  opioioo,  and 
of  communicating  the  same  to  you,  on  the  infor- 
mation  thai  the  subject  has  been  referred  for  yoar 
consideration  and  report. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
serrant, 

RUrnS  KING. 

A.  J.  Daixas,  Esq., 

SeeretariftfAe  TVauwy. 


BEMISSION  OF  FOfiFEITURES. 

[Gmmonieated  to  the  House,  March  SS.  IS16.] 

Trbasdby  Dbpabtmbmt, 

March  32, 1816. 

Sir  :  The  petition  of  "  sundry  merebaois  of 
Massachusetts,"  which  was  transmitted  in  your 
letter  of  the  24lh  ultimo,  with  a  request  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  fur  "  any  infor- 
mation  on  the  subjeet  of  the  petiiioa,  or  any  opin- 
ion in  r^rd  to  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  that 
it  was  thought  proper  to  eommanieate."  has  been 
duly  eonsideredf,  in  connexion,  as  wdl  with  the 
documents  that  accompanied  it,  as  with  oihei 
documenu  in  this  Deputment  npoa  the  iame 
subject,  aod  I  bare  now  the  honw  to  communi- 
cate the  result. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1814  great  quan- 
tities of  goods,  of  British  manufacture,  amounting, 
probably,  in  toe  aggregate  value,  to  more  thao  a 
million  of  dollars,  were  admitted  to  entry  at 
Hampton,  in  the  district  of  Penobscot,  and  the 
duties  upon  them  were  paid  or  secured  at  the 
time  of  the  entry.  The  goods,  or  a  considerable 
proportion  of  them,  on  their  wa^  to  Boston,  from 
Hampden,  were  aDterwards  seized  as  forfeited, 
under  various  laws ;  some  of  them  were  libelled 
in  the  district  court  of  Massachosetls^  and  others 
in  the  district  court  of  Maine ;  and,  upon  the  trial 
of  one  of  the  libels  in  Massachusetts,  with  aa 
agreement  that  the  fate  of  that  case  ^ould,  ^n- 
erally,  be  binding  on  all  the  other  eases,  the  jury 
gare  a  verdict  in  faror  of  the  claimants,  under 
the  direction  of  the  conrL  To  that  direction, 
howerer,  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  tendered,  and, 
upon  a  writ  of  error,  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  was  rerersed,  and  a  new  uial  ordered  to  be 
liad  at  the  bar  of  the  circuit  court. 

In  this  state  of  the  legal  proceedings,  the  peti- 
tioners, who  are  the  claimants  of  the  goods,  apply 
to  Congress  to  be  reliered  from  the  alleged  for- 
feitun^  for  the  reasons  which  are  assignra  in  the 
petition  j  and,  upon  the  whole,  two  questions  arise 
for  consideration  i  Ist,  whether  the  ekimanla  are 
the  boHafde  ownen  of  the  goods,  and  beeame  ao 


Digitized  by 


im 


mi 


in  «  law^il  maoDer ;  2d,  whether  the  imporcatioa 
and  entry  of  the  goods  «t  Hampton  were,  under 
all  cirenrnttaDcei,  lawfol.  To  pare  the  way  for 
the  deenion  of  the  committee,  oo  tbefteqaesiioos, 
a  more  particolar  statement  of  the  faeit,  which 
are  involved  in  the  ease,  becomes  pn^r  and  ne- 
ceiiarf. 

The  general facUofth*  ca»e. 

The  British  Ckivernment  having  declared,  ds- 
ring  the  late  war^  a  general  Uoekade  of  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States,  the  American  Got- 
emmmt  on  —  of  — iinied  a  proelnaation, 
protesting  ngainsi  the  eztnvagance  of  the  mea- 
inn,  and  o«rin||  to  neutral  traders  an  assaranee 
of  all  the  protection  it  could  give.  Upon  the  same 
principle  and  policf  letters  were,  on  particnlar 
oecasioDs,  written  from  theTreasorjr  Department 
to  the  collectors  of  the  customs,  antbonziog  the 
pnteetion  and  eneooragemeot  of  neutral  com- 
meree ;  and.  on  the  4tb  of  April,  161^  the  non- 
intercourse  laws  bad  been  repealeidso  astoadtnii, 
geseraUjr,  tbe  iraportatioo  of  good*  of  Bmisb 
growth,  produce,  or  maoufaetiire,  and  to  allow 
neotnl  resseb  to  trade  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  colonies 
or  dependencies  of  Qreat  Britain.  But  neither 
the  President's  proclamation,  nor  tbe  Treasury 
correRpODdenoe,  nor  tbe  repealing^  act,  were  de- 
signed  to  sanction  a  merely  colorable  neutrality, 
covering  tbe  property  of  the  enemy,  involving  sn 
unlawfm  intereourve  between  the  citizens  and  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  violating  tbe 
positive  sanctions  of  tbe  laws  enacted  for  tbe  se- 
curity of  the  public  revenue. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1814,  a  British  mili- 
tnry  and  naval  force  took  possession  of  Castioe. 
tbe  port  of  entry  for  the  district  of  Penobscot,  and 
daimed,  by  proclamations  and  military  orders, 
the  sovereiffoly  and  jurisdiction  of  all  tbe  territory 
east  of  tbe  bay  and  river  Penobscot.  Theactnal 
possession  aod  occupancy  of  tbe  British  troops 
did  not  extend  over  tbe  territory  claimed  ;  and, 
in  partienlar,  it  is  to  be  observed  tliat,altbougb  tbe 
town  of  Orrinrton,  which  was  neither  a  port  of 
delivery  nor  of  entry,  situated  on  the  east  side  of 
the  PenobMoL  WIS  probably  once  visited,  during 
the  month  of  november,  1614,  by  a  small  detach- 
ment, "it  never  had  attempted  to  surrender  to 
tbe  British  arms,"  as  Jui^e  Story  judicially  de- 
clared, in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  circuit 
court,  "and  it  always  contuned  to  assert  and 
claim  its  American  rights  aod  privileges,  aod  to 
obey  the  laws  of  tbe  Uoited  States."  When  the 
British  forces  took  possnsion  of  Castine  the  col- 
lector of  Penobscot  removed  his  office  to  Hamp- 
den, f  which  was  a  port  of  delivery  for  vessels  of 
the  United  States  only,  and  was  not  a  port  of  en- 
try for  any  vessels,)  situated  od  the  west  side  of 
the  Penobscot,  nearly  opposite  to  Orrington. 

The  appearances  of  an  illicit  traffic  between  the 
inhabitants  of  the  west  and  the  military  occu- 
pants of  the  east  side  of  tbe  bay  and  river  Penob- 
scot were  soon  displayed,  and  strong  representa- 
tions wete  made  to  the  Qoveromeot  upon  the 
wbject.  It  was  not  found  praetiMble,  taovrevvr, 


in  this  qnarter,  any  more  than  at  Pa— nma^deMy, 

to  pcevent  the  ioteroonrse.  Sapidies  were  mm 
in  abundance  to  the  enemy  ;  and  groods,  almeai 
without  stint,  were  imported  into  the  Dmied 
States  from  his  possession,  either  dandocindy, 
or  in  vessels  assuming  a  neutral  flag.  The^oods 
claimed  by  tbe  petitioners  were  bronght  frona  Or- 
rington to  Hampden  in  tbe  latter  mode.  7%e 
petttiooers  do  not,eitberinthealtec«tioDsef  tkenr 
petition,  or  ia  the-  documents  aecompaaying  it, 
fomtsb  tbe  raeatis  of  making  a  diaerimiiiMion  n 
tbe  merit  of  their  cases;  bar,  on  tbe  oooumry,  ia 
they  all  united  in  an  agreement  to  be  boand  ia 
the  decision  of  one  eaee,  and  as  they  ooitc  in  om 
ai^ication  to  Congress  upon  the  aanae  gweii 
statement,  it  must  be  preaamed  that  (he  caaeaan 
not  susceptible  of  any  Important  diattBetloB.  They 
will,  therefore,  be  embraced  wiihovt  diaerinn^ 
tioo,  in  the  narrative  oS  tbe  traaanetioB,  wUeh 
tbe  petition  plaecs  upon  a  footing  of  a  Air  wd 
open  neutral  trade ;  as  to  the  owner  wd  ebsnclcr 
of  the  vessel  employed  ;  as  to  tbe  ewnen  ^ 
goods  im  ported,  and  as  to  tbe  coarse  of  the  trftdch 

Ut.  jlsto  fAc  owner  and  tAecAorocto- of  tAenes- 

In  delivering  the  jodgment  o( tbooiivuit  ooi», 
Judge  Story  states  that  the  good*  elainwd  by  cbt 
petitioners  *<  were  found  ai  (^riagcoa,  ia  th9 
month  of  November,  ISl^aadwowtbea  shipped 
on  board  of  a  bdmU  doon  calM  Um  Cbrkuna, 
commanded  Inr  a  'Mr.  WuUam  P.  Uoger,  aad 
tnnsftrred  to  Hampden,  when  they  ware  ndrnin 
ted  to  an  entry  by  tbe  collector  of  the  district  as 
foreign  goods  imported  in  a  fovcign  veasel,  deo. ; 
that  the  sloop  was  American  baUt,  and  wasj  ntil 
the  14tb  of  October,  M14,  enrolled  and  lieeaead 
for  tbe  coasting  trade,  in  the  district  of  Peoobeaot, 
by  the  name  of  the  Union  \  that,  oo  that  day,  ehe 
was  sold  to  Mr.  Uo^,  tbe  master,  who  nlled 
himself  a  Swedish  inject,  altboocfaitwaa  in  praof 
that  he  had  for  several  yean  donuetted  ia  the 
United  States  \  and  that,  at  the  time  of  traaspoct- 
iog  the  goods,  tbe  sloop  was  aavigatiog  uoaer  a 
pass  from  Mr.  Soderstrom,  the  Swedish  Cbb— i, 
dated  the  14th  of  the  same  Oetob^  reeogaiMag 
her  as  entitled  to  thn  benefit  of  the  Swadisb  flag; 
bat  her  erew,  with  the  exception     tbe  master, 
were  all  AiMriaans." 

The  chancier  Ui^t  aad  tbe  Cbdstiaaa, 
thus  described  by  tike  jodge^  is  aUo  to  be  tiaeed 
in  tbe  depositiebs  and  doevments  aeoam|MW|af 
the  petition. 

It  is  stated  by  Charles  Tibbet,  the  depocy  eol- 
lector  of  Penobsoet,  "  that  he  bad  known  the 
Christina  by  the  name  of  Union,  prior  to  the 
arrival  at  Hampden,  for  several  years;  that  he  dU 
not  recollect  where  she  was  boilt,  bat  dke  was 
originally  an  American  vessri ;  that  her  last  own* 
ers  were  Samuel  Bartlett  and  another  persoi^  hstk 
of  Boekstown ;  that  she  continued  to  be  their 
property  until  October  last,  at  which  time,  asead 
log  to  a  WU  of  sale,  she  ameared  to  have  Isea 
transferred  to  Mr.  Unger ;  that  be  badkaowsMr. 
Unger  about  three  months;  had  heard  Uifstiw 
he  was  married;  had  a  wtte  at  the  Saaihwix^ 
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fte. ;  thM  he  cKfl  net  know  wbere  Ungtr  resided 
(br  the  last  three  reara,  hat  be  had  heard  faim  say 
that  he  had  sailed  from  the  Soathward  and  West- 
nrard ;  (hat  Unger  occaaionatlf  then  resided  at 
Hampden  ;  that  he  wis  at  Castioe  about  the  end 
jf  September,  1614,  where  be  saw  Uoger,  who 
told  him  that  be  had  goods  on  band  which  he 
irisbed  to  iiHrodaee  into  tbe  United  States,  sta- 
ling that  he  was  a  neutral  subject,  askidg  him  it' 
3e  coofd  import  tbe  goods  in  a  nentr«l  veasd,  and 
whether  such  •  vess^  Woold  be  admitted  to  an 
;atry  on  application  being  made ;  and  that  he  told 
Qnger  he  tbooght  tbere  wotild  be  do  dlffleolty  if 
t  were  a  reffolar  vessel,"  &e. 

It  is  stated  Iff  Batmiel  Bartlett,  ( vba  piwres  to 
lave  been  tbe  owner  of  the  Union,  on  the  14tb  of 
October,  1814,  the  date  of  the  tilled  bill  of  sale 
;o  UngerJ  that,  in  the  nonth  of  October,  1814, 
Jnger  iiiionneo  him  that  he  wasa  natoraliEed  and 
9w«^h  subtfeet,  and  had,  with  other  oetHrals.  a 
arge  qaantity  of  goods  at  Casline,  then  in  the 
KMsesinoD  of  the  British,  whieb  he  wished  to  ship 
nto  the  United  States}  and  avplied  to  him  to  go 

0  HampdeD,  ita  order  to  learn,  irom  the  collector, 
rhether  he  ftit  himself  authorized,  by  the  taws 
)f  the  iTntted  States,  to  enter  goods  in  a  neutral 
resael  With  consular  papers  at  Hampden ;  that  he 
TCQt  accordioglf,  and  Mr.  Rook,  the  collector, 
lelng  abseol,  Sfr.  Tibhet,  his  deputy,  informed 
lim  that  he  would  enter  ell  goods  which  eame  in 
hat  ynrf,  and  thought  there  would  be  no  kind  of 
ItffienltT  in  so  doing ;  that  he  obserredL  that  he 
vtsbed  Tibbet  to  be  sure  he  was  right,  for  it  was 
>f  great  importance  to  bit  employer ;  that  he  re- 
nmed'  imTDedittely  to  Castlne,  and  gave  inform 
BBlioD  to  Unger  of  Tibbet*!  anawn-,  and  Unger 
t  few  dan  anier  setrt  the  sloop  Obristina  to  Or- 
■inglon,"  Ac. 

It  is  stated  by  Joseph  Lee,  "  that,  in  the  months 
)f  November  and  Z)ecember,  1614,  he  was  em- 
iloyed  by  Unger,  master  and  owner  of  the  Swe- 
lish  sloop  Christina,  to  do  the  neeessarj^  writing 
fcc.;  that  he  prepared  the  master'k  manifests  .ana 
)wneT's  entrf  ofsereral  cargoes  of  foreign  goods, 
irhich  were  shipped  on  boara  of  the  said  sloop  at 
Drrtngton  and  Buckstown,  and  imported  into  and 
leKrered  at  Hampden  and  Pranltfort;  that  he 
ivas  knowing  to  UngeHs  parchasiog  large  quan- 
ities  of  foreign  goods  of  Britt^  merchants  at  St. 
[ohn's  and  Halifax,  which  were  transported  to 
3rrington,  and  imported  and  delirered  at  Hamp- 
len ;  and  that  he  verily  belierad  that  Unger  was, 
irbat  he  nid  he  wa^  a  natire  of  Bobamia,  and  a 
latnralized  Swede ;  that  John  Nyman  was  a  na- 
ive Swede ;  and  that  Constantrao  Lefrio  Was 

1  native  Spaniard." 

It  ia  stated  by  Edward  W.  Bradsbaw,  "  that, 
n  the  month  of  November,  1814,  while  acting  as 
Swedish  viee-oonsol,  under  the  authority  of  Rich- 
ird  Boderstrom,  Esq.,  he  went  to  Hampden,  in 
be  county  of  Hancock,  in  the  district  of  hfaine, 
'or  the  purpofe  of  examining  the  papers  of  the 
Swedish  sloop  Christina,  whereof  Unger  was 
naster  and  owner;  on  examination  be  fotrad  her 
[mpers  to  be  original  ones,  and  that  Cafrtain  Un- 
{er  was  entitled  to  tU  Hia  priTfleges  of  a  natural- 


ised oitiseB  of  Sweden ;  that  he  eoald  not  say 
where  he  was  bom,  bat  believed  be  was  bom  in 
Denmark,  and  had  a  Swedish  burgher's  brief." 

It  is  staled,  ^erally  in  the  thirteen  minifests 
fsS  the  successive  cargoes  imported  in  the  sloop 
Christina  from  Orrington  to  Hampden  andPrank* 
fort,  that  Peter  W.  Unger  is  master  and  owner  of 
tbe  vessel,  and  that  he  is  a  bui^ber  of  St.  Bai^ 
tbolomew. 

Upon  the  evidence  thus  recited,  in  retation  to 
the  owner  of  the  vessel,  it  appears  that,  on  the 
14th  of  October,  1814,  the  alleged  Swedish  sloop 
Christina,  owned  by  Unger,  a  naturalized  Swed^ 
was  the  American  licensed  sloop  Union,  owned 
by  SaiBoei  Bartlett  and  another  pettoo,  eitizeos 
of  the  United  States;  that  Uoger  (as  Judge  Sto- 
ly  aaw)  had  beea  for  eeveral  yean  domiciled  in 
the  Uniied  States;  but  that,  on  the  14Ui  of  0«^ 
tober,  1814,  with  a  view  to  the  traosportatioa  of 
goods  from  Orriofton  to  Hampden,  the  vcnet  a»> 
fumed  a  neutral  flag,  and  Unger  obtained  a  eer- 
tlfteate  and  paat  ftvm  tbe  Swedish  consul,  reeog^ 
nising  him  as  a  naturali^  Swede. 

2d^ila  to  £be  oim«r«     the  goods  imporUd. 

It  appears  from  the  thirteen  manifests  which 
hate  been  already  referred  to,  that  all  thegoods 
imported  in  the  Christina  were  entered  at  Hamp- 
den from  Orrington,  between  tbe  39th  of  October 
and  the  32d  of  December,  1614,  both  days  inclus- 
ive:  that  the  only  shippers  of  the  goods  were  W. 
P.  linger,  S.  J.  M.  Peilloo,  John  Lyman,  and 
Lefrio,  and  that  tbe  goods  were  eon^rned  to 
order,  to  Unger,  to  Nyman,  to  Lefrio,  to  Herricl^ 
and  to  Crosby,  respectively.  The  only  bill  of  salo 
eriiibited  with  the  petition,  pnrporu  to  be  one 
from  John  Nyman  to  Mr.  ArlW  Tappan,  dated 
Hampden,  the  3d  of  December,  1814,  for  goods  to 
the  amount  of  $58,982  70.  It  is  stated  that  tte 
goods  had  been  bought  by  Nyman  of  "  Jamai 
Chapman,  on  the  13tE  of  NoTember,  1814;"  thad 
"  the  advance  was  twenty  per  cent.,  it  being  un- 
derstood that  tbe  said  Tappan  is  to  pay  the  dntiea 
on  the  above  goods  when  they  become  due;*'  and 
ft  concludes  with  a  receipt  in  these  words:  "D0> 
cember  5.  Received  payment,  by  dtuft,  on  John 
Tappan,  of  Boston,  payable  in  sixty  days  horn 
date.  John  Nyman."  The  signature  to  the  re- 
ceipt is  the  stifoject  of  a  deposition  by  Timothy 
Rogers,  who  say^  that  he  has  seen  tbe  said  Ny- 
man write  his  nam^  and  had  no  donbi  but  thai 
the  signature  of  John  Nyman  to  the  annexed  biU 
of  sale  to  Anthony  Tappan,  dated  December  3t 
1814,  Ac.,  is  the  proper  handwriting  of  the  eafd 
Nyman,  and  that  tbe  deponent  sptdce  of  this  fact 
as  from  his  best  recollection,  having  never  seen 
Nyman  write  but  once." 

The  real  ownership  of  the  great  quantity  of 
goods  imported,  appears,  therefore,  to  be  referred, 
without  explanation,  by  the  petitioners  to  Ungef} 
to  Nyman,  to  Lefrio,  and  to  Peiilon. 

Of  Un^r,  and  his  competency  to  be  owner  of 
a  great  portion  of  the  goods,  the  facts  already 
stated  are  all  that  can  be  traced. 

Of  Nyman,  and  of  his  competency  to  be  the 
owner  of  a  great  portion  of  the  good%  it  ii  stated 
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by  Timotbr  Rosera,  "thttt  Joha  Njrmaa  arrir«d 
at  OloDCuter  in  Mty,  1814,  muter  of  the  achooaer 
MagdalcDk,  and  applied  to  the  deponeoi  to  cater 
bit  ressel,  and  to  traasaet  bis  bueiness.  That  the 
Tcuet  and  cargo,  from  papers,  appeared  to  be  the 
^opertr  of  Nf  maB.and  toe  cargo  was  ooosigaed 
to  toe  deponent,  as  bis  agent  or  eommUsion  mer- 
ebant.  That  ibe  deponent  followed  his  instrne- 
tioos  in  the  nMoagement  and  disponl  of  it  j  and 
that  be  aeied,  in  all  respects,  as  owner,  the  depo- 
nent knowing  no  one  else  as  owner."  Tb«  man- 
ifest of  the  Magdaleoa's  cargo  is  ezhibttcd.  It  is 
iartber  stated  by  John  S.  Trott,  that  N^man  is  a 
8w«Ie,  a  man  of  integrity  and  credit  in  trade ; 
and  Mr.  Soderstrom,  the  Consul  General  of 
Sweden,  as  well  as  Mr.  Blagge,  tbe  Swedish 
CoDsat  for  Maasachasetia,  states  that  Nyman  is 
a  Swede. 

Of  Lefrio,  and  his  competency  to  be  tbe  owner 
of  the  goods  imported  in  bis  name,  all  that  occurs 
is  a  sratement  by  Joseph  Lee,  that  Lefno  is  a 
Spaniard,  and  that  it  appears  by  tbe  ioroiees  that 
be  WBK  an  owner  of  some  of  the  goods. 

Of  Peillon  there  is  no  trace  in  tbe  documents 
accompanying  tbe  petition,  eicept  bis  name  oc 
curs  in  the  manifests.  Peillen  ha^  bowerer,  filed 
a  petition  for  a  remission  of  tbe  forfeiture  inear- 
red,  ia  which  he  claims  a  part  of  tbe  goods  in  bis 
own  right  as  a  neutral  Frenchman,  and  admits 
that  his  goods  were  transported  from  Castine  to 
Oiringlon  by  land,  allwing  such  course  to  have 
been  necessary,  in  oider  to  avoid  the  British 
blockade. 

3(L— >4»  to  Vie  count  df  (A<  trcuU. 
It  is  sometimes  alleged  that  tbe  goods  were  pur- 
ehaiied  in  Halifax^  and  sometimes  that  they  were 

Surchased  at  Castine ;  but  how  or  when  tbey  were 
eposited  at  Orrington,  does  not  appear  upon  the 
documents  accompanying  tbe  petition;  nor,  in- 
deed, did  the  fact  appear  (as  Judge  Story  states) 
in  tbe  eridenee  before  the  circuit  coart. 

To  these  general  views  of  the  case  it  is  proper 
to  add  that,  on  tbe  3dtb  October,  1814,  four  days 
previously  to  the  first  entry  of  tbe  Christina  at 
Hampden,  a  letter  was  written  to  Josiah  Hook, 
by  John  Tappan,  agenL  and  Edmund  Muoroe, 
agent,  in  which  they  inquire  as  follows :  "  We 
ate  desired  to  ascertain  from  you  if  a  neutral  ves- 
sel, with  Dcotral  papers,  and  with  a  cargo  owned 
by  a  neutral  snbject,  will  be  admitted  to  an  entry 
in  tbe  district  of  Penobscot,  say  in  Hampden  or 
Baogor,  if  such  a  one  should  arrive  without  a 
clearance,"  &c.  Mr.  Hook  answered  that  "he 
would  admit  a  vessel  to  an  entry,  of  the  descrip- 
tion mentioned,  at  either  Hampden  or  Bangor, 
and  that  be  should  afford  every  facility  that  the 
law  would  authorize  to  encourage  fair  trade." 
An  application  was  also  made  by  Mr.  Tappan  to 
Mr,  Buke,  the  district  attorney,  for  an  opinion  on 
the  legality  of  the  coarse  contemplated  by  tbe 
above  inquiry.  Mr.  Blake's  answer  branches  into 
a  number  of  points,  but,  in  substance,  it  confirms 
the  opinion  given  by  Mr.  Hook. 

For  whom  Messrs,  Tappan  and  Munroe  acted 
as  agents,  in  their  application  to  tbe  collector  and 


district  attorney,  does  not  appear.  Mr.Tibbet 
states  that  "  he  does  not  know  .whether  any  part 
of  the  goods  was  tbe  property  of  Mr.  Onger,  aor 
does  be  know  to  whom  tbe  said  goods  did  oeloag. 
That  tbe  dnties  were  secured,  and  io  part  paid^ 
Thomas  W.  Storrow,  of  Bostoii,  John  Crosby, 
jun.,  of  Hampden,  and  HariweU  WiHiaiK  4. 
Augusta,  all  of  tbam  America  citaaa.  That 
be  does  not  know  by  whom  the  gtiods  ««airaiu> 
ported  to  Boston,  bat  that  the  emificatca  iatended 
to  accompany  tlwm  were  delivered  bf  himiolir. 
Siorrow. 

Having  thus  examined  the  dociunenta  accom- 
panying the  petition,  witlwut  refernnff,  except 
generally,  to  the  conteniporaneoas  iniormatioa 
received  at  the  Treasury  Department,  it  is  |iroper 
to  bring  into  view  the  material  alle^tions  of  the 
petitioners  in  point  of  fact,  (not  already  bioo^t 
into  view  by  the  foregoing  statement,)  that  they 
may  be  compared  wiUi  tM  evidence.  Tii^  arc 
tbe  following: 

1.  That  the  petitioners  were,  respectively,  par- 
chasers  of  goods  imported  into  tbe  district  ofPe- 
nobscot,  since  tbe  1st  of  October,  1814,  by  divcn 
persons,  subjects  of  Power*  in  amity  with  tlie 
United  State«|  being  neutrals,  not  doaueiliated  ia 
the  United  States,  nor  in  the  Uniced  £ia^oB 
of  Qreat  Britain  and  Irefauid,  nor  In  nny^of  the 
colonies,  provinces^  dependcMia^  or  posBessiont 
thereof. 

2.  That,  after  tbe  repeal  of  the  non-impoitatioa 
and  non-intercourse  laws,  goods  were  imported 
bjr  neutrals  from  British  possesuons  into  the  dis- 
trict of  Passamaquoddy,  were  admitted  lo  an  en- 
try, and  there  sold  to  American  merchaDts,  with* 
out  prohibition^  seizure,  or  detention;  ant^  aftn 
the  capture  oi^  Bastport,  the  custom-bouse  was 
removed  to  Lulwc,  where  similar  eniries  and  sales 
were  allowed. 

3.  That  the  collector  of  Penobscot,  or  liis  dcp- 
uty,  "  on  application  being  made  by  sundry  neu- 
tral merchants,"  to  ascertain  whether  gcMda  of 
British  maaufaetnre,  but  the  property  of  nminls. 
eonld  be  admitted  to  entry  at  Hampden,  as  wdl 
from  Castine  as  from  other  placea  In  the  acttial 
possession  of  tbe  British,  answered  in  the  aCE^ 
ative;  and,  in  consequence  therei^  such  impor 
tations  were  made. 

4.  Ttiat  thereupon  the  petitioners  parehaaed. 
bona  fide,  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  goods  so 
imported,  after  tbey  were  entered  and  landed,  at 
an  advance,  and  paid  for  them,  at  the  terms  of 
purchase,  by  drafts  and  bills  on  different  pfaees 
abroad,  and  in  the  United  States. 

6.  That,  on  the  trial  of  tbe  libel  in  ihe  district 
court,  it  was  admitted  on  the  part  of  the  Uniieil 
States,  and  <^  ttie  <^eer  who  made  the  seizwe, 
that,  at  the  time  of  tbe  importation,  the  goe^ 
were  the  property  of  neutraf  subjects,  not  oomi* 
ciled  in  the  United  States,  nor  in  any  of  tbeBdi- 
ish  dominions,  and  were  imported  ia  a  vessilad- 
mitted  by  the  collector  to  be  a  neutral  vessd. 

6.  That  Orriiigton  was  deemed  by  the  cdBee- 
tor  either  a  British  possession,  frnm  which  aeu- 
trals  might  trade  to  the  United  States,  «  a  place 
at  which  the  goods  might  be  landed,  «s  inn  cue 
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of  necessity,  under  the  tweBty-seveotb  section  of 
the  collection  lav,  (toI.  4,)  without  incurring  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  of  the  act  interdicting  to 
neotrttb  a  participation  io  the  coasting  trade  of 
the  United  States. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  questioo  reears,  1st.  Whe- 
ther the  petitionen  are  the  bona  Ada  owners 
the  goods  elafmed,  and  beeame  to  in  a  lawfbl 
mnnner?  And,  2d.  Whether  the  importation  and 
entrf  of  the  goods  at  Hampden  were,  nader  all 
circa mstances,  lawful  ? 

The  consideration  of  these  questions  is  submit- 
ted, respeetfullr,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  upon  the  foUowiog  propontions: 

1.  That  if  the  ressel,  master,  and  other  persoD* 
employed  were,  in  fact,  neatral,  and  not  the  in- 
stroments  of  a  contriranee,  to  erade  the  law  of 
war,  as  well  as  the  municipal  law;  and  if  the 
goods,  when  landed  and  entered  at  Hampden, 
were,  bona  fide,  the  property  of  nentrals,  and  not 
the  property  of  an  enemy,  or  of  citizens  haviog 
purchased  them  from  the  enemy,  the  first  ques- 
tion may  be  answered  io  the  affirmatire.  Bai  il 
there  be  a  dtmbt  opon  the  sobjeet,  tbt  pelitioDcn 
mar  be  allowed  thna  to  pfodnee  farther  endoiee 
befbre  Congresi,  or  they  Btay  be  referred  to  the 
decision  on  the  trial,  whieh  ha*  been  ordered  at 
the  bar  of  the  eirenit  court. 

3.  That,  if  the  first  question  be  answered  in  the 
affirmatire,  the  legal  answer  to  the  second  qaes- 
tioo,  arising  upon  the  strict  law  of  the  case,  may 
be  sDperseded  by  an  exercise  of  the  leglslatire 
authority.  It  wttl  then  be  unnecessary  to  decide 
upon  the  lawnilness  of  establishing  a  port  of  en- 
try at  Hampden;  and  upon  thelawfoloess  of  the 
imponaiion  and  deposite  of  the  goods  at  Orriog- 
toa;  and  upon  the  unlawfulness  of  the  trade  be- 
tween Hampden  and  Orrington,  upon  the  watera 
of  the  United  States,  under  a  nemral  flag,  and 
with  an  unlicensed  ressel. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbe. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  Wh.  Lowhdbs, 

Chairman  Com  Wof  amd  Maam. 


UNSETTLED  BALANCES. 

[Cwniaeniested  to  the  House,  April  U,  1816,] 

Mr.  HueiB,  from  the  committee  appointed  by 
a  rcstdatioB  of  the  27th  February  last,  to  examine 
tturally  into  the  sulyeet  of  unsetUed  balances, 
snbmittM  the  foUowiog  report : 

At  80  early  period  after  their  appointment  the 
eonuiiilae  proeeeded  to  turn  their  atientioo  to  the 
•■tiieet  nboiittad  to  them.  Although  prepared 
to  meet  many  diCcolties,  io  the  proposed  inresti- 
gation  of  unsettled  balimea,  tby  had  by  no 
meaus  anticipated  that  these  dHbulties  would 
hare  been  so  seriooi,  or  to  the  extent  they  hare 
•xperieaced.  They  found  themselres  adraneing 
into  a  labyrinth,  the  intricacies  of  whieh  increased 
at  amy  step  they  progressed.  Liule  rersed  in 
tbe  bun  nwUr  which  tbey  wiia  eslahliibad,  ud 


still  less  in  the  rules,  regufanions,  and  modes  of 
proceeding  adopted  by  the  different  departments, 
It  beeame  necessary  that  they  should,  m  the  first 
instance,  endeavor  to  obuin  some  information  on 
these  points^  and  baring  no  particular  clue  to 
guide  them  in  making  an  inresiigatimitthe  labor, 
xeal,  and  atteotioo  they  were  aUe  to  derote  to 
this  or  that  partieular  objeet  of  research  not  no- 
frequently  turned  out  to  hare  been  unncccssarf, 
or  of  iitiw  er  oo  arail.  The  want  of  time,  arising 
from  their  other  o£Bcial  duties,  the  fast  approach- 
ing period  of  the  adjournment,  and  more  tnan  all, 
the  measure  wisely  adopted  by  the  House,  of  ap> 
pointing  distinct  standing  committees  to  examine 
hereafter  into  each  respective  departmeni,  hare 
therefore  induced  the  cummittee  to  suspend,  at 
least  for  the  present  session,  any  further  attempt 
to  investigate  the  details  of  partieular  balanee& 
and  rather  to  confine  themselves  to  a  geaeral 
view  of  the  subject  of  the  causes  which  hare 
given  rise  to  so  many  unsettled  balances,  and  of  the 
provisions  which  presented  themselves  as  likvly 
to  remedy,  or  at  least  checli  the  evil,  and  which 
il  might  be  deemed  e]tfpedieot  to  sobait  to  the 
eonsideratioo  of  the  House. 

It  will  bereeoUcetcd  ibnt,atitseommeoeMBcat 
and  first  establishmeot  under  the  oew  Coontitu* 
tiott,  large  and  extensive  powers  and  deiies  de- 
volved upon  the  Oeoeral  Qoremment,  which  had 
been  preriously  rested  in  the  several  Slates. 
They  had,  of  course,  to  enter  upon  a  wide  and 
unexplored  field  of  action,  and  wise  and  effieieui 
as  the  regulatioDs  and  measures  adopted  for  ifae 
collection  of  the  revenue  in  the  first  instance  ou 
doubt  were,  it  was  imponible  to  aniiei|>at«  all  the 
difficulties  or  mal-praciices  whieh  would  neees- 
sarily  arise  under  an  administration  of  the  aSliire 
of  this  growing  country,  co  extensive  with  the 
Union.  Hence,  various  ineoovenienees  were, 
io  progress  of  time,  experieoced,  aod  among 
ochm  uoaeuled  balaacea  and  deAleatioos  io  other 
braoehctttf  the  puhlie  nreoue,  bat  mure  eape» 
eially  amoog  the  cuUeeion,  aad  in  the  eusiomij 
began  at  an  early  period  to  be  experivDeed  aM 
oomplaioed  of.  Oeoasiooal  cheeks  aad  amvad- 
meots  were  deriMcd  aod  adopted,  as  expetienee 
shewed  the  neeessity  of  ihem  ;  but  it  ii.  believed 
that  there  is  great  room  fur  imprvremeui,  aod 
that  a  general  rerisal  of  the  organization  of  (he 
several  departments  io  regard  lo  the  naoHgemei^ 
of  their  fiscal  concerns,  with  additional  ebeelu  in 
the  collection  and  expenditure*  of  the  public 
moneys,  is  most  desirable  and  requisite.  On  the 
pn^riety,  thcrefora,  of  offering  a  resolution  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lo  prepare 
aod  submit  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  sema 
sueh  general  aod  improred  system,  the  committee 
feel  confident  Ibat  Ibey  are  supported  by  the 

Sjuion  ^  all  those  cooaeetcd  or  aequaioted  with 
e  aetoal  siato  of  the  serenl  departments, 
la  the  meantime  they  feel  aotboriied,  not  only 
by  what  baa  fallen  uo«r  thmr  own  obserraiioa, 
but  by  the  eoneurrent  approbation  of  all  those 
whom  they  hare  coDSulted,  aod  ia  partieolar  by 
that  of  the  Comptroller,  and  of  the  SecreUry  « 
Stale  hioiMlf,  lo  raeoaaead  that  proriaion  ba 
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imflMdiMeLr  made  for  esuUisbiiig  the  offiee  of 
aeeoaatant  in  tbe  DepartmeDt  of  State.  TIm 
budncM  that,  u  vetl  aa  of  meet  other  of  the 
dcpartoaeBis,  hn  grcatljr  inoreaaed  within  «  ftm 
jeu^MidialikeljrtocmKiBaetoiBcnue.  TbeM 
la,  Diorcom,  a  gnat  maaa  of  uaenled  aeeoMli 
in  tile  Department  of  State;  nor  is  it  wf  to  ai- 
tieipate,  onder  the  present  o^nization,  when 
they  can  be  ftnalljr  acied  upon  and  settled.  lis 
Cnasaattons  emlwMe  a  wide  and  most  cxtcnsiTe 
fictd,  aad  it  is  impossible  tlmt  tbe  high  officer  of 
this  branch  of  the  Qorenimeni,  upon  whom  the 
whola  harden  now  devolres.  can  pay  the  proper 
and  requisite  attention  to  ail  tbe  little  mioutie  of 
the  office,  and  to  the  increased,  increasing,  and 
farious  pecnaiary  transactions  with  agents  in 
•T«ry  hamtable  eoantry  wKfa  whicb  the  Doited 
States  bare  had,  or  may  have,  intercosrse  or  po> 
Utwal  relations.  To  all  who  hare  atten^d  to  tbe 
avbjcct  the  necessity  is,  indeed,  evident ;  for,  har- 
faig  such  a  aubordinate  officer,  whose  immediate 
doty  it  will  he  to  bring  up  the  bnaiaeaa  at  this 
tiaac  so  nnob  in  arrear,  to  ratoin  prteedcttta,  and 
Aordiy  astaUish  gnatar  <yatem  and  nnifnrmity 
la  the  final  adjostmeot  of  dUE^ot  aecoonia,  and 
to  bring  all  ttose  who  have  transacted  or  may 
havcafter  transact  basincss,  and  hhre  aecottnu 
with  the  Department,  to  freqneat  and  regolar  sel- 
tlamtots.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  seem  not 
lasa  eipadient  to  oblige  all  foreign  Ministers  and 
paUte  agents  to  send  in  a  regnUrand  semi-annnal 
aceonat  current,  with  tbe  usnal  and  necessary 
Touchers  of  all  their  money  transactiona-wiih  and 
«■  aeconni  of  the  Oovemment.  This  appears  to 
baTC  been  heretofore  left  very  imich  to  the  iadi- 
Tidual  himself  to  do  or  not,  as  he  judged  proper ; 
and.  iastances  are  not  wanting  of  those  in  high 
aad  rafpoBstUe  ettoaUoDs  who  hate  never  fur- 
aiahed  any  aeeonni  whatever  of  their  expendtture, 
or  of  tbe  Donays  which  have  paased  through  their 
hands.  From  these  sonsidavaiiens,  the  oommit- 
taa  hara  deemad  it  iBcanbeni  on  them  to  report 
a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  the  office  of  ae- 
aoantant,  and  directing  regnlar  aeeotuu  to  be 
nadered  by  foreign  Ministers  and  agents,  which, 
if  time  permit  tbe  Hoase  to  act  npon  during  the 

Cient  session,  it  is  believed  will  save  the  United 
tes  many  thonsand  dollars. 
With  respect  to  tha  anscttled  balancts,  (the 
aabjeet  mote  immediately  antnnittcd  to.  their  con- 
•ideration,)  which  are,  by  law.  annually  snbmit> 
«ed  to  the  House  and  pahlished,  they  may  be  di- 
vided into  three  separate  and  distinct  classes,  viz : 
1st.  Balances  of  a  doubtfal  or  equiuble  nature. 
Sd.  Balaacea  on  accounts  not  finally  liquidated 
«r  aetad  npoa. 

Sd.  BaknoesUqmdated,  acted  upon,  atid  avi- 
dandy  dna  to  thoUnited  Staiea. 

Tbe  fliM  class  inelttdct  aueh  of  the  balanoea  as 
the  departments  majr  not  have  btea  aUc,  onder 
eafating  lawa  and  etrcanutonces,  or  have  felt  a 
difficulty,  and  perhaps  even  a  deucacy,  in  acting 
finally  upon.  These  are  not  very  numerow,  bat 
th^  relate,  In  several  instances,  to  charactera  and 
pnaeas  who  have  held  the  highest  offices  under 
uie  Qoverameati  aane  of  them  «ce,  moreeveiv  of 


loi9standii]«,and  aat  likely  over  to  be  fiaajl 
adjusted  under  the  existing  state  of  tkiocs.  j 
appears  therefore  to  .the  coaamwoe,  bo&h  eqi 
dienc  and  dennble  that  aeou  naodc  ahonld  h 
acUmted  for  disposing  of  them,  or  aane  cribaai 
eatuiliBhad  which  mig^t  paaa  then  inreiri«w,n 
decide  finally  upaa  them,  or  rcfoH  tbem,  wul 
their  opinioBs  in  each  resiwetive  case,  to  th 
House  tor  their  further  examination  amd  .aliimai 
decision  in  remrd  to  them. 

The  seconaclass  embraces  that  deaeripiioa  4 
balances  which  appears  upon  accounts,  {r»m  whsi 
ever  cause,  not  fiully  seiUed  at  the  aevoal  it 
partments.  This  sometimies  hafweas  in  cue 
whara  further  time  is  allowed  for  proenrm 
vouchers,  or  bringing  forward  additioMu  chargf 
or  pretensions  to  which  tbe  individual  believe 
himself,  or  afieets  to  be  entiiled.  On  other  pcca 
sions  unsettled  balances  are  pubUsbed  in  obedi 
ence  to  the  laws,  where  the  aceonacs  are  aciU  u 
a  coarse  of  Uquidation,  and  vheie  there  ia,  la  faei 
no  balance  aetaally  dn^bntiJkebaiBBoepiihUsJiei 
as  aneh  is  what  appeara  to-  be  dne  at  the  cad  o 
three  yean  ^e  f«ee  of  the  acoowti  aad  as  fai 
as  it  has  been  liquidated.  In  seme  maiaacos,  i 
w«ald  seem  that  unliiiuidated  and  oaaettled  bal 
aaces  are  publuhed,  in  cases  even  where  the  in 
dividual  has  been  ready  and  prepared  to  settli 
finally  his  aeooonts,  but  for  want  w  time,  or  froii 
doubts  in  regard  to  some  undecided  poiats,  oi 
from  some  other  caute,  proceed  lag  not  from  him 
but  tbe  Department,  *  final  settlement  bas  not 
taken  place. 

The  necessary  pubUcaiion  of  some  of  ilkese  no- 
settled  balances,  in  tbe  manner, pointed  out  by  tbe 
existing  provisions  of  tbe  law,  is  perhaps  to  be 
regretted ;  for,  whilst  defaoltera  and  those  guilty 
of  peculation  deserve  to  be  thus  pohUsbed  and 
aaade  known;  it  tends  greatly  to  dimiaish  the 
odium  and  contempt  which  uey  wouU  experi- 
ence, that  their,  umes  should  be  coupled  to,  and 
appnr  with,  those  who  are  less  culpable,  dt  per- 
aaps  in  nowise  defaulters.  Itoc  ea^n  it  uiL  to  be 
peculiarly  painful.aftd  aggiava^g  to  Uw  feelings 
of  honest  and  hnnorable  men  to  find  themsdvet 
in  such  company,  and  held  Jip  lo  the  public  under 
at  least  the  appoirance  of  having  committed  like 
fraads  upoathe  Qoverameat. 

It  would  seem,  indeed,  that  no  account  oagbi 
to  remain  unliquidated  and  uoseitled  after  a  lapse 
of  three  years.  Yet  as  this  may,  and  has  hap- 
pened, the  committee  are  of  epinien  tbat  the 
Comptroller  ought  to  hare  the  diseretioBary  pow- 
er of  distinguishing  oases  of  this  kind,  as  welt  as 
those  which  fall  Under  the  first  clsss.  from  tbe 
general  mass  of  uasettlcd  baiancea,  and  to  prcieai 
them  in  a  separate  and  special  report,  atatug  tbe 
cireumstaoeea  of  each,  and  the  course,,  where  a» 
cessary,  he  would  reoommead  Co  be  potsaed  ia 
regard  to  them.- 

It  might,  perhaps  be  tikawiae  proper  to  icifa' 
it  a  part  of  tbe  duty  of  the  aavenu  dapartmeitilo 
keep  a  regoiar  annual  aceoDOC  in  the  asBf 
each  and  alt  of  the  salary  offiears, aad  ^uyothet 
;  persons,  whose  accoants  night  at  aU  naes  he 
aatiafaotorily  sMttad  witfaoatteeauiaa  Mte  infi> 
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ridnal  for  vouelwn.  And  it  Meais  eridiMitljr 
;  proper,  od  the  other  hand,  that  each  and  erery 
person  harioc  monejr  traoaaetioDs  with  the  Qor- 
t  eromeat  rhould  be  bonad  to  reader  at  least  aemi- 
i  annual  aceoants,  and,  where  poesible,  to  make  an 
,  anaual  lettlcmeat  io  full  of  all  rtecipu  and  ex* 
,  penditures  of  public  mooeva  which  ban  pasaod 
through  their  nanda,  or  undar  their  managemrat. 

To  the  third,  last,  and  moat  importaot  claw 
of  unaettl^  balaacet,  belong  thoie  of  all  real  d«- 
,  iaidters,  who  either  acknowledge  tbcmselTcs  to 
,  be  anch,  or  are  found  to  be  so  opon  a  final  Kettle- 
,  moot  of  thnr  aceouots.  It  ia  much  to  be  regret* 
,  ted  that  this  class  of  defaulters  should  be  bo 
,  BomMroos,  aiHl  tn  some  instaacea  for  considerable 
.  sums;  nor  is  it  less  to  be  regretted  that  thenames 
I  are  fonndamongthemofpersonsof  faighstandiog 
and  coasideratioQ  in  society. 

The  committee,  altfaougb  for  reaseas  already 
mentioned  thev  aare  declined  eatering  into  a 
strict  and  detailed  examination  of  the  aceoaota  of 
each  indiriduat,  or  bringing  any  of  ihcm  forward 
at  lite  preaeot  time,  hare  derated  eoasiderahle  at- 
teatioa  to,  and  taken  into  serious  consideration, 
this  class  of  cases,  with  a  riew  of  devising  means 
to  lessen  the  number  already  existing,  and  pre- 
veot,  as  far  as  possible,  if  not  altogether,  the  re- 
currence of  them  in  time  to  come.  A  hope  that 
the  greater  experience,  and  better  practical  infor- 
mation of  the  Secretary  of  tb«  Treasury  winld 
enable  bim  to  come  to  their  aid  io  prooioting 
these  desirible  objects  is,  likewise,  one  of  their 
priocipat  inducemenis  for  reeommendincr  a  call 
apon  bim  to  submit  a  new  and  rerised  financial 
system  to  Congress  at  their  next  session ;  and, 
though  ifaey  are  aware  that  the  adraaoed  period 
of  the  preaeot  session  will  necessarily  prereat  any 
measure  on  the  subject  from  being  brought  to 
maturity  at  this  time,  yet  the  committee  deem  it 
not  amiss  to  sorest,  for  the  couideratioo  of  the 
House,  the  following  prorisieos  as  Ukelr  to  con- 
tribute, in  some  d^ree,  to  prerat  iiieh  large  de- 
falcations in  the  future  receipts  and  expoiditure 
of  the  public  rereoues  as  are  fovnd  on  the  fiiee  of 
many  of  the  unsettled  balances.  In  this  riew  the 
committee  respectfully  propese: 
That  (he  Comptroller  aad  Becretary  of  the 
'  Treasury  be  authorized  to  reriew  and  cxanioe 
such  cases  of  doubt,  equity,  or  diflleulty,  in  regard 
to  the  unsettled  balances,  as  fall  under  (he  de* 
scripiion  of  the  first  or  second  class  apeoified  ia 
this  report,  and  to  dispose  of  them,  either  by 
adopting  some  equitable  mode  of  bringing  them 
to  a  final  settlement,  or  by  speeiaUy  reporting 
them,  with  their  opinions  in  regard  to  each  par- 
ticukr  ease,  to  the  House,  for  their  further  exam- 
iaattoo  and  ultimate  decision  in  regard  to  them. 
\  That  the  district  attoraeys,  or  others,  employed 
I  oa  behalf  of  the  Uaiied  States,  be  required  to 
auke  an  aaaaal  and  detailed  report  to  the  Comp- 
trdlM,  by  bim  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  of  thrir 
proceedings  io  regard  to  public  defaulters,  ia  their 
raapeetire  districts. 

That  the  Heads  of  the  sereral  Departmmts  be 
required  to  specify,  in  their  aanual  reports  to 
Congreu,  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  ad. 


iraaoes  of  the  public  moneys,  or  with  whom  con-  x 
i  tracts  bare  been  made,  the  amount  of  the  sums 
ladranoed,  and  the  objecu  for  which  they  mre 
advanced;  also,  the  names  of  their  sureties, Mid 
the  amount  for  which  the  sereral  sureties  are  re- 
spectirely  liable. 

That  ul  collectors  of  the  customs^and  all  other 
recetrers  of  the  taxes,  dutie^  or  other  puUie 
moueys  whaisoerer,  be  required  to  pay  overweek- 
ly,  or  as  freqaently  as  the  Seeretary  of  the^icas- 
nry  may  direct,  to  the  Bank  (or  branch  bank)  ef 
the  United  States,  when  otahUshed  and  in  opec 
ation,  or  to  .such  other  faaak  in  the  town  or  acigh- 
borbood  in  which  they  reside,  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treaswy  may  fix  on  or  approre  of,  all  moaays 
which  tbey  may  hare  collected  or  reeesred ;  pi»> 
Tided,  ia  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  their  ricinity  to  such  bank,  aad  other 
circumstances,  render  it  convenient  and  proper  lo 
be  done. 

That  all  persons  wbaterer,  baring  peSaniaqr 
.transaeiioos  with  the  Gonrnment,  be  oouad  to 
;  furnish  quarterly^  or  at  least  senii>«iwual  aeeaapts, 
and,  where  the  nauire  the  ease  permits,  ht 
brought  to  an  aanual  sMilement  in  fail. 

That  alt  baianees  fond  on  settlemeatto  bejlue 
the  Qorcrnmeat,  whieh  an  not  paid  op  ia  ike 
course  of  three  months,  be  forthwith,  aad  nithoM 
faror  or  dittiaction,  put  iuto  suit ;  Isariag  to  the 
Comptroller,  howercr,  the  authority  to  make  eueh 
exceptions  to  the  general  rule  as  be  may,  in  his 
discretion,  deem  oeeeasary  and  expedient;  but, in 
erery  case  where  the  suit  is  postponed  the  Comp- 
troller shall  report,  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  ittdueemeatt  to,  and  raaaoos  for,  such 
postponemmt. 

That  all  .judgmeou  obtained  a^inst  deiaoliera 
be  rigidly  enforced,  unless  othmrise  direeicd  by 
the  Comptroller,  who  shall  report,  at  the  ensuiof 
session  of  CoogMss,  all  such  eases,  and  die  rea- 
soas  for  frantiag  further  iadulgeaee. 

Thai  bo  defaiuter,  against  whom  a  balaaeaopon 
settlement  of  his  aeeouals  may  be  found,  be  ^aal- 
ified  to  reeeirc  aa  appoiatneat  to.  any  oCee  of 
trust  or  pn^t  under  the  United  States,  or  to  dIh 
tain  any  contract  from  the  Gorermneat,  oalU 
such  balance  be  paid  Bp  aad  finally  settled. 

That  the  pay  aad  emolomenis  of  all  public  offi- 
cers and  agents,  as'far  as  it  can  eonstittUmaaUy 
be  done,  be  retained  and  appropriated  to  the  die* 
charge  of  any  bataaoe  found  apoa  settlement .  lo 
be  due  by  them,  uatil  such  baktaees  be  fioaUy  paid 
and  sattsfted. 

The  committee  further  submit,  aad  reoomaaead 
for  the  adoption  of  the  House,  the  bill  accompa- 
ayiog  this  report,  to  establish  the  office  of  Ac- 
eouataot  in  the  Department  of  State,  ugethet 
with  the  following  resolution : 

SaolMd.  That  the  Seeretanr  of  the  Treasury 
be  rcqaircd,  and  he  is  hereby  diiceied.  so  report, 
at  an  early  {wriod  of  the  next  session,  whethar 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  modifieatioas  or  amend- 
meals  may  be  adrinble  ia  the  inesaat  ergaiiixa- 
tlon  of  the  sereral  Departmeais,  aad  especiaUf 
in  regard  to  their  pecuniary  eeneeras ;  and  lo 
sabnut  such  general  plan  or  rerised  system  Cor 
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their  future  regulatioo  aad  maDagemeDt,  as  majr 
ID  bis  opioion,  be  likely  to  promote  eeoaomy,and 
respoosibiltty  ia  the  receipt  and  expeaditure  of 
the  pablie  moacya,  despatch  in  the  public  busi- 
ncu,  ai|d  th«  pablie  iDtemt  io  general. 

HODM  or  REFREBEnTATITBa, 

Jliarch  9, 1816. 
Sia ;  I  am  directed  by  the  committee  appoioted 
to  *'  examine  generally  into  the  sobject  of  unset* 
tied  baUoees  due  the  United  Stales,''  to  eoramn- 
nicatc  for  your  coniideration  certain  points  or 
matters,  concerning  which  they  wish  to  receive 
infomatio&  in  deuil,  and  to  request  that  you 
will  return  as  early  and  as  full  an  answer,  in  re- 
gard u>  each  of  them,  as  circumstances  may  per- 
mit. The  moat  prominent  of  thase  are  a*  fel- 
lows: 

How,  and  with  what  eheeki,  are  aceoanu  re- 
eeived  and  settled  at  the  reapeetire  Deiiartme&ts  1 

What  are  ihe  nature  and  description  of  the 
Mconnta  io  particular  reeeived  from  the  Depari- 
Bcnt  of  State,  and  what  are  the  conditions  and 
regnlations  goTeroing  their  settlement  ? 

Arc  there  any  defects  in  the  laws  establishing 
the  respeetire  Departments,  in  relation  to  the 
njode  of  adjusting  and  settling  their  accounts  re- 
spectively}  and,  if  there  be  any  such  delects, 
what  proTisions  suggest  themselres  by  way  of 
remedy? 

In  the  settlement  of  acconnts  ia  priority  given 
at  pleasure ;  or,  are  tbey  taken  up  in  rotatiooj  and 
according  to  certain  fixed  rules? 

Is  the  period,  at  which  ascertained  balances  are 
aiMd,  fixed ;  or.  is  there  any  rule,  or  principle, 
Mmrdiftg  to  woich  all  nnaetlled  balanees  are  in- 
diserimuaiely  aned}  or  an  suiti  directed  and 
poatponed,  at  pleasure,  by  the  Comptroller  t  In 
Ihe  latter  ease  upon  what  prineipiea  are  soiu 
vpoa  asecrtained  balances  eommeneed  or  de- 
ferred? ^ 

To  what  are  the  large  outstanding  balances 
to  be  pcincipally  or  ffeoerally  attribnted  ? 

Do  any  fnrtner  checks,  penalties,  or  changes 
iu  the  maDagement  of  the  several -Depanments 
V  suggest  themselves  as  likely  to  rem«Ay,  or  at 
least  lessen,  ibe  evils  complained  of,  in  regard  to 
au^  nnmerooa  and  large  nn^ttld  balances,  or 
to  neilitate  and  render  more  speedy  and  easy  the 
seltlement  of  acconnts  io  all  or  either  of  the  De- 
partmema? 

Are  the  officers  receiving  salaries,  the  agents 
0^  awl  coaineton  with  the  QovernmenL  obliged 
by  any  law  or  penalty  to  render  in  Ibeir  ac* 
coaals  quarterly,  annually,  or  M  any  specified 
period ;  or  do  tliey  render  them  in  at  pleasure  ? 

Are  the  same  unsettled  balanoei:,  which  appear 
on  the  first  or  any  subsequent  annual  report, 
•OttiiDued  to  be  pnUtshed  in  each  subsequent 
amnal  report,  unless  finally  seiUed? 

It  has  been  complained  of  tbat  officers  and 
other  persons,  having  accounts  to  settle  with  the 
several  Departments,  are  frequently  delayed, 
aometimes  detained  ai  the  Sent  <rf  Cfovemment 
nueaeonaUe  length  of  tine,  at  an  enormoot 


and  ruinous  expense.  If  these  complaints  be  not 
altogether  groundless,  does  this  detentioa  atiae 
from  the  want  of  clerks,  Ac.  s  or  does  any  moAe 
stiggest  itself,  which  woald  secure  a  greatcv  la* 
elluy,  and  an  earlier  examination  and  aettleacu 
of  tueir  aeeounts  to  persons  so  attending  at  the 
Seat  of  Qovernment  t 

Is  tfaere  any  other  mode  of  recoreriog  balanees 
due  the  United  States  tban  by  snit  at  law,  or 
any  penalty  attached  by  law  or  caslom  to  de- 
faulters ?  For  example :  when  considerable  bal- 
ances appear  due  by  individuals  for  three  yeats 
and  upwards,  is  it  customary,  or  anything  Bke  a 
fixed  principle,  to  suspend  them  from  farther 
public  agencies,  or  to  refuse  to  make  farther  con- 
tracts with  them? 

In  general,  any  informati<Ht  or  soggestioi^  which 
may  ne  deemed  useful,  or  likely  to  throw  li^t 
on  this  subject  either  as  to  the  past,  or  in  roa- 
tion  to  measures  hereafter  to  be  reemnmeadei^  b 
reqneAed. 

With  sentiments  of  greet  respect,  4ke- 

BENJAMIN  HUaER,  Omrmmu 

Joa.  Ahdbhoh,  Bsq., 

OmptroUer  tiftkt  TVsaaiiry. 


TnGASURT  DBPAnTMElVT, 

ComptroUer't  Office,  March  14, 1816, 

Sib:  Your  letter,  dated  the  9th  instant  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  **  exam- 
ine generally  into  the  sabject  of  unsettled  bal- 
ances due  the  United  Sutes,**  I  had  the  honor  to 
receive  upon  the  lltli,  audi  take  leave  to  presmit 
my  answers  to  year  several  questions  ia  the  order 
following : 

How,  and  with  what  cheeks,  are  aeeooats 
reoeired  an4  settled  at  the  offices  c^  the 
tire  Departments  1" 

"  What  are  the  nature  and  deseripCio«  of  the 
accounts  in  particular  received  from  the  Oqierc- 
ment  of  State,  and  what  an  the  eondttioaa  nad 
regnlations  governing  their  settlement 

At  the  Treasury  Department,  accoants  which 
exclusively  belong  thereto  an  received  by  the 
Comptroller,  the  Auditor,  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office,  and  Commissioner  of  the  Revenoe; 
all  of  which,  except  those  beloogiog  to  the  Land 
Office,  are  placed  in  possession  of^ the  Aodiior, 
wbo  states  them,  and  examines  and  retorts  them 
to  the  Comptroller,  who  nvises  and  finally  de- 
cides upon  them.  The  aeeouau  reeeived  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Offiee  are 
Mieh  onlf  as  properly  appertain  to  thai  d^rt- 
mcnt  of  the  Treasury ;  and  tbey  an  slated  and 
examined  by  that  officer  in  the  manner  aeeooats 
an  stated  aad  examined  by  the  Aaditor,  and  art 
Kported  to  the  Comptroller,  who  &mllv  deddci 
spon  them.   When  these  aceoanu  are  taas  acted 

Xn  by  the  Comptroller,  tbey  an  sent  to  the 
!e  of  the  Register  of  the  Trearary  to  be  re- 
CMded.  and  the  accounu  nmain  under  the  care 
of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury.  This  mode  «{ 
settlement  eomprehends  all  the  cheeks  ^  be- 
long to  the  whols  aeeounta  of  the  Trcasmy  De- 
partment. 
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Departmettt  of  Slate.  The  aeeoiiDts  neorvd 
tnm  ibe  Deptrtiireiit  of  SttM,  hf  the  ueoaDtiof 
offieen  of  ibe  Treuurf,  are  those  of  Miouten, 
CoDsttls,  special  ageota,  massen^rs,  and  fener^ 
ally  all  such  as  relale  lo  foreigQ  intercourse,  aad 
other  pecnniarf  eoneeraa  or  that  Departmeoi. 
Siaoe  the  jrear  1801,  the  seiilement  of  these  ac- 
coaaiSf  agreeablr  to  ao  arraDveuieBl  tbeo  made 
bjr  the  Comptroller,  has  devolred  opon  the  ac- 
eouoting  i^crs  of  the  Treaiary,  ooder  the  di- 
miioa  of  the  Seeretarf  of  Ghate;  that  the 
Seerelarjr  of  Sute  states  the  oaUHre  and  time  of 
serrice  of  the  peraoas  employed,  the  allovaoee 
to  be  made  for  eontioffem  aod  other  ezpeiues, 
and,  io  eases  where  thelawis  silent^  the  compeo- 
aaiioa  to  be  reeetved.  All  the  reqaisiie  ioforma- 
tioD  beiof  possessed  by  the  Seernary,  be  decides 
on  the  prnciplea  of  setilemeot,  and  the  oflbiers  of 
the  Treasary  have  little  more  to  do  ifaaa  to  ar- 
imoge  Bad  gin  fom  lo  the  aeeouau  to  make  the 
oeeessary  ealeolatioos,  and  to  see  chat  the  party 
is  eharfed  with  all  adraDoca  or  payments  oa 
aeeonnt  ascertained  to  hare  been  made  to  him. 

The  aeeooDis  of  the  War  aod  Nary  Depart- 
neata  ate  (or  should  be)  rendefed  by  their  re- 
speotire  agieots,  eoatractors,  fto.,  aecerdiag  to 
forme  and  rules'  prescribed  by  the  aetouutanis  of 
those  DepartmeniE :  when  recetTed,  ther  are  set- 
tled wtthoat  any  iimaediate  eheck.  The  sans 
admitted  to  the  credit  of  iadiridoalB  for  supplies, 
serrices,  &c.,  are  entered  in  the  aeeouDtaots' 
books  lo  the  debit  of  the  reneral  aeooant  of  ex- 
penditure to  which  they  hvloDg}  each  of  these 
general  accounts  is  closed  at  the  eud  of  the  qoar- 
ler  by  passing  iu  amoaot  to  the  debit  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sute^  aod  they,  of  eoarse,  form  the  ikbtor 
aide  of  the  qnancrly  aeeoant  wliieh  the  aceoain- 
mat  tranamita,  with  all  hissettlameiiia  and  reoefa- 
en,  for  rerlswn  at  the  Tr«asary.  If  any  errors 
are  discorered,  tbeaooouamnt  is  advised  of  them, 
ia  order  that  he  any  make  the  Mcctsary  eorree- 
tioDS  io  his  book,  and  bold  the  parties  aecouDt- 
nble.  In  the  revlsioa,  thus  made,  consists  nearly 
ftU  the  eoatrol  which  the  aecoontiiig  olBoers  of 
the  Treasury  possess  over  (he  aeeoants  of  tttoae 
Departments. 

Jt  nia^  be  proper  to  oheerre  that,  whenever  aa 
account  is  settled  by  either  ot  the  aeeount8»t(t  of 
hm  War  or  Navy  Department,  and  a  batanoe  is 
foood  doe  from  the  Uoiied  Stutta^  a  wamio*  is 
ia»tied  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Department,  eoan- 
ersigued  bv  the  accouMant,  and  the  OHiey  re- 
jcired  by  the  party.  Many  items  are  admitted 
in  tba  aeeoanta^Dder  rales,  regvlaiiene,  aad  or- 
lioancaa  of  the  I>»artaMnis.  oftr  wMsh  the  aa- 
loaatiog  oAeera  of  the  Tieaaory  4o  not  eonsMcr 
fcemaalres  as  having  any  aontni ;  and,  when  it 
s  •oDoMered  what  «  length  of  ttme  iMMt  neo«»> 
srilf  elapse,  in  eooseqaenee  of  the  irnmense  a^ 
;udiiil*ti(Hi  of  aeeoants  which  now  bare  to  pass 
ba  Meoantiagoflkersof  the  Treasury,  before  any 
tontrol  eao  be  exercised,  the  elfecu  of  itt  niUity 
Bost  b«  very  limited. 

(*Io  the  settlement  of  aceooais  is  priority  given 
it  pleasure;  or  are  they  takea  op  in  rotation,  and 
aeordlog  to  certain  fined  roles?" 
14th  Com.  Ist  Se»Sv— 55 


Balanea. 


At  the  Treasury  there  are  no  fixed  roles  as  to 
the  lime  of  taking  up  aeeoants  for  settlemenl. 
They  are,  however,  generally  uken  up  according 
to  the  time  at  which  they  are  reodered;  aad,  if 
the  necessary  roDchers  accompany  them,  they 
are  finally  acted  upon.  If  vouchers  be  wanting 
the  party  is  advised  ttteraof  1^  letter,  and  the 
acconai  suspended  ootii  the  voaebets  be  sapplietf; 
though  it  is  sometimes  foand  neoeesary  to  settle 
the  account,  asfar  as  the  Toeehers  furnished  will 
enable  the  accounting  officers  to  do  so,  aikd  swi- 
peod  the  items,  aot  vooehed,  uMtl  vooebersare 
soppUed. 

Is  the  period  at  which  aaeeruined  balanom 
are  sued,  fined }  or  is  there  any  rale  or  prinoi^ 
according  to  which  all  uDsectled  balances  an  i»> 
diseriminately  soed ;  or  are  suits  dtreeted  atid 
postponed  at  pleasnre  by  the  Comptroller  f  In 
the  ktter  cam,  opod  Whait  piinei|ue8  are  aalit 
upon  asewiained  Manees  eonimeBcad  w  dete^ 

Kdr» 

There  is  no  period  Axed  at  which  aeanvtahnfi 
balances  are  soed  for;  sometimes  soils  are  iwli- 
nied  immediately  upon  the  balanoe  being  aseer- 
tained,  according  to  what  may  be  the  cieeona- 
elance  of  the  ease.  In  impntant  oases  the  Sam- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  is  always  eonsalted.  In 
minor  casts  the  Comptroller  has  heretofore  bean 
governed  by  bis  sonad  discretion,  which  has  beta 
r^oiated  by  the  advice  aad  ibforHMtion  of  the 
several  district  attoraeys  of  the  Uaited  Statea 
within  whose  dtsttiet  the  debtors  taight  reside. 
Thn  mode  has  been  deemed  expedient,  beeansa 
awre  correct  and  proper  information  was  to  be 
expected  from  them  than  could  be  had  by  any 
other  menns ;  bat  iaformation  has  been  aoqgW 
aai  aometimes  obtained  ihrovgji  other  ehannw 
aad  in  many  cases  we  have  not  bcMi  able  to  fiaa 
ont  where  the  debtor  lives ;  this  is  one  Nnsoa 
why  a  aomber  of  suits  hare  not  been  bronghl 
against  defaaliera.  Suits  are  sometimes  oen> 
tinned  upon  the  special  rocommmdalion  of  ih« 
district  atiOTn«ys.with  a  view  of  obtaining  hetiar 
ascttrlty  wlicpe  too  debt  is  doobtfct ;  and,  apon 
that  condition,  allowing  further  time  mr  pay- 
ment,  and  opon  some  oooasioas  wbeve  the  debt 
is  secure,  aad  the  vigoroos  proseentien  of  the 
•oil  would  raia  the  party,  tadulgeace  is  given. 

To  what  are  the  large  oataunding  balaaaaa 
to  be  generally  or  principally  atodbtnad  V 

By  a  kw  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  IMQ^ 
it  is  made  tm  doty  of  the  Coraptratter  to  lay  aa 
unnnl  statemeat  before  Cragress  of  iho  ao> 
eoants  in  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart* 
meats,  which  nay  hava  raowined  mon  thaa 
ihrae  years  nneettTed,  or  an  whieh  balanoea  np* 
pear  to  have  been  due  more  than  three  years 
prior  to  the  30th  of  September  cbeti  last  past. 
In  eoBsequeoee  of  this  law  all  the  bataaces  fonad 
doe,  according  to  iu  provisions,  were  reported, 
and  the  names  of  the  perwitts  upon  the  aoaoal 
list  which  have  been  submitted,  have  all  been  re- 
tained on  the  respective  reports,  the  Comptroller 
not  conceiving  himself  aotnorized  to  disoontincie 
the  names  of  any  person,  except  in  ease  whan 
the  aeeonma  hnive  bean  paid,  or  finnUy  aatilcd, 
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which  have  been  but  few.  The  increase  of  these 
annul  lists  may  be  atiriboted  to  the  delays  of 
perwHW  claiming  credits,  famishing  the  neeessary 
Toochera  to  establish  snob  credits  as  will  be  seen 
in  numerons  cases  remarked  on  the  list  of  bal- 
aneet;  to  the  tedioosness  of  the  lent  proeeed- 
iogi|  to  rctanis  <tf  baliiwee  agBinsl  ^eera  of  the 
<k>Ttniincnt  for  moaen  wlnDeed,  many  of 
wlram  midt  abmd,  and  who«  aeoonntf  are  uo- 
•Toidably  eontianed  open  for  more  than  three 

It  is,  howcrei^  beliered  that,  in  many  casei, 
oothing  is  really  and  justly  doe  from  those  ap- 
parent debtors,  seme  of  whom  were  salary  oS&oen 
who  hava  not  rendered  their  aecoants,  and  hare 
tteea  cbargod  with  the  money  they  have  reeeired 
upon  drana  made  on  aeeooat  of  salary. 

"  Are  the  officers  receiving  salaries  the  agents 
of,  and  contractors  with,  the  Qorernment,  ob- 
liged, by  any  law,  or  under  any  penalty,  to  ren- 
der in  their  accounts  quarterly,  annually,  or  at 
any  specified  period,  or  do  they  render  tnem  in 
at  jdeasurc  T* 

The  sereral  btws,  which  establish  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  of  Government,  authorized  the 
eompenealioa  to  be  paid  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Slates  in  quarterly  payments ;  and  al- 
though there  is  no  positive  law  whieb  obliges 
any  salary  offieer  to  render  his  aeeooni  quarterly, 
or  at  any  particular  period,  the  law,  making  the 
•alary  payable  qttarterly,iDiplies  that  the  account 
ought  to  be  rendered  accordingly,  and  this,  I 
learn,  has  been  ibe  constant  understanding  at  the 
Treasory  since  iu  organization.  The  salary  ofi- 
eus  at  the  Seat  of  Ooverpment  render  accounts 
quarter  yearly  for  themtelres,  and  the  agents  of 
salary  officers  render  quarterly  accounts  for^hem. 
On  the  adjustment  of  which  accounts,  by  the 
accouotiag  officers  of  the  Treasunr,  the  amount 
fovnd  due  is  passed  to  the  credit  or  the  party^itd 
a  warrant  is  drawn  on  the  Treaiorer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  warrant  itself  is  debited  to 
the  officer  in  whose  fiivor  it  was  issued. 

Officer*  who  have  an  annual  aalary.  and,  in 
addition  iheretik  rctteive  fees,  perqaisite^  aad 
amoluaie^  render  their  salary  aeeonnii  qoarier- 
ly  with  their  aeeoonta  of  fees,  perquisites,  emol- 
aments,  aud  expenditures;  colleeiorB  of  the  ens- 
tons  quarterly,  noder  a  penalty  of  91,000,  to  be 
recovered  by  suit ;  and  collectors,  naval  officers, 
and  eurvevors,  render  their  aeeouats  of  emolu- 
ments ana  expenditores  annoaliy  under  a  penalty 
of  $500.  Colteetors  of  direct  taxes  and  internal 
duties  render  their  aceouots  quarterly  under  the 
forfeiture  of  tBeir  official  bond,  and  judgment  to 
be  entered  thereon  at  the  return  term,  on  motion 
in  open  eoart  by  the  attorney.  From  the  recent 
establishment  of  the  internal  duties  no  penalty 
iua  yet  ocoorred.  The  Receivers  of  Public 
Moneys,  on  the  sale  of  lands,  are  required,  by 
law,  to  render  their  accounts  quarterly. 

The  agents  of  the  United  Slates  reader  their 
aecooou  quarterly,  such  as  aaents  of  the  marine 
hospitals,  for  the  payments  of  invalid  pensioners, 
light-houses,  dec. 

The  eotttractors  with  Gonmunt  zander  their 


accounts  agreeably  to  the  time  and  terms  speci- 
fied in  their  respective  contracts,  or  according  to 
the  roles  and  regulations  which  may  be  e«ab- 
liahed  in  the  different  offices  where  the  cod  tracts 
are  made. 

It  has  been  complained  ^  that  ofieen  aad 
other  persons  having  accounts  to  settle  with  the 
several  DepartmmU  are  frequently  ddayed,  aod 
sometimes  detained  at  the  Seat  of  GoveramcDC 
an  unreatonable  length  of  time  at  an  enomHma 
and  minons  ezpense.  ff  these  complaints  besot 
altogether  groundless,  does  this  detentioa  arise 
from  the  want  of  elerks,  &c.,  or  does  any  mott 
snggeet  itself  which  would  secure  a  groater  Adl- 
ity  and  an  earlier  examinntiM  and  aettlaBcat  of 
their  accooDU  topersoas  so  atieadiog  at  the  Scat 
of  Qovernmeot  1" 

I  am  warranted  In  stating  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  no  officer  nor  other  person,  havi^  oecounii 
to  settle  at  the  Treasury  Department,  who  hare 
nersonaltjr  attended,  with  proper  roocher^  have 
been  detained  longer  than  was  absdaiely  neces- 
sary for  their  accounts  to  be  fairly  examined,  and 
pass  the  Uiual  forma  of  settlemest. 

The  aoeountt  of  the  principal  aia— ora  bare 
not  been  acted  upm  as  pramnUv  aa  otlwr  ae- 
counts.  The  several  lawa  eseaoliMiqg  the  taicr> 
nal  revenue^  and  the  instmeUoaa  girea  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  these  laws,  hmn 
both  been  so  difforenily  eoastraed  by  the  reapee- 
live  principal  assessors,  uid  their  aecoBnts  di^ 
fering  considerably  from  the  view  eamtuned  at 
this  office  of  the  allowance  to  which  they  are 
entitled,  that  more  than  usual  time  is  required  to 
examine  them,  and  compare  the  several  chaagei 
and  respective  statements  which  have  been  made, 
with  the  laws  and  instructions  under  which  they 
acted.  A  number  of  these  accounts  hare  also 
;  been  necessarily  suspeaded  for  want  of  proper 
vouchers,  the  assessors  advised  thereof,  and^  liie 
defects  stated  aeoordii^  to  the  ettabiished  pne- 
tiee  of  the  office. 

The  accounts  of  the  General  Land  Office  aic 
greatly  in  arrears ;  soma  td-  them  remain  unac^ 
tied  from  seven  to  ten  year*.  These  aeaoaals  are 
intricate,  and  generally  very  taive;  from  tea  to 
fifteen  days  is  required  for  the  oeat  aeeouutiag 
clerks  to  examine  one  of  ihem. 

Additional  clerks  have  been  asked  for  by  sev- 
eral of  the  Departments,  as  will  be  seen  la  the 
estiaute  which  was  presented  to  Congress  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

"  Is  there  any  other  mode  of  recovehng  bal- 
ances due  the  United  Sutes  than  by  sait  at  law, 
or  any  penalty  attachfd  by  law  or  custom  to  de- 
faulters ?  For  example,  when  considerable  bal- 
ances appear  due  by  individuals  for  three  yean 
and  upwards,  is  it  customary,  or  anything  likes 
fixed  prioci[M^  to  suspend  them  from  further 
public  agencie^  or  to  refuse  to  make  further  <ea- 
traeu  with  them  until  the  old  balances  ai«  set- 
tled up?" 

The  general  mode  Is  by  suit;  but  snaiMry 
process  is  authorized  in  the  cases  of  coUeeteis  of 
direct  Ux  and  internal^uiies.  The  Coaiptrtrflat 
of  the  Treaniry  i*  authonied,  hf  Jaw,  uuMd»> 
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mtiAj  upon  a  dcliBqaener  happvaing  in  tbii  cawi 
to  issue  a  warrant  of  ilUiress  agaiost  (he  delin- 
qaeat  coUecior  and  bis  sureties.  Wlieo  a  pubiie 
ageot  becomes  a  real  defaalter,  or  where  it  ap- 
pears that  he  is  likely  to  become  so  to  auy  con- 
aiderable  amouot,  the  practice  has  been  to  remore 
him.  CoDtraeu  are  seldom  or  never  made  with 
defaulters  who  hare  old  balaoces  a^iost  them. 
I  know  of  no  law,  however,  upon  this  aobjeet. 

"Are  there  aoy  defects  ia  the  laws  esublishiog 
thei  reepectire  Departmeou,  and  do  aay  further 
cheeks,  penalties  or  ehaagM  ii' manageneat 
of  the  sereral  Deputmeni^  aannt  themselTes 
as  likely  to  remedy,  or  at  Icatt  leseea  the  erils 
eomphuacd  of  in  regard  to  each  nnnerons  and 
Utgt  VDseitlad  balances,  or  to  facUiute  and  ren- 
der more  speedy  and  easy  the  settlement  of  ac- 
counts in  all  or  either  of  the  Departmeau?" 

The  several  questions  here  propoaaded  em- 
brace so  exteosive  a  field  that  I  cannot,  within 
the  short  time  allowed  by  the  call  of  the  com- 
mittee,  answer  them  satisfactorily. 

The  honorable  committee,  well  know  that,  at 
the  time  the  present  systeoi  of  accouatiog  was 
form.ed,  the  revenue  arising  from  the  customs 
was  very  limited;  there  were  no  internal  taxes. 

The  Military  Establishment  was  very  small, 
and  nhere  was  not  then  any  Nary  Department  or 
Qencral  Land  Office,  and  the  Post  Office  ae- 
counb  wtn  eomparatirely  few,  and,  of  eonrse, 
the  aecoanto  which  had  to  pass  the  aeeonnting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  were  but  few,  and  these 
small,  in  comparison  with  those  which  now  hare 
to  pwa  the  form  of  revision.  I,  therefor^  eon- 
eeire,  from  the  immense  increase  of  the  business 
of  the  several  Departments,  that  a  considerable 
modification,  and  some  extension  of  the  present 
system  of  accounting  would  be  required  to  facil- 
itate the  settlement  of  accoanis,  and  to  render  the 
necessary  checks  in  the  several  Departments  more 
prompt  and  efficient. 

To  present  a  view  commeosuraie  to  the  object 
which  appears  to  be  contemplated  by  the  com- 
mittee, would  require  time  and  deliberation. 

The  Comptroller,,  thetefore,  respectfully  sng- 
gests  tn  the  eomuuttce,  whether  their  views 
eonld  not  ba  better  attained  by  requiring  some 
officer  of  the  Gonmment  to  pmpue  a  report 
apon  this  snbjeet,  to  ba  laid  bMore  Congress  at 
an  early  day  of  their  next  session. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  fte. 

JOSEPH  ANDERSON. 

Hon.  BiHJAMiii  HnasB, 
.  .    Cftgfrmttii  Gmu  ^  GimUied  AOmea* . 


COMPENSATION  TO  MINISTBEB  AND 
CONSULS. 

[Gomannieated  to  the  "Boom,  April  16, 1816.] 
DspABTHERT  OF  Statb,  April  5, 1816. 

Sin:  I  hare  bad  the  honor  to  receire  your  let- 
ter of  the  38th  of  March,  with  a  copy  of  a  res- 
olntion  of  the  Hons*  of  Represeotatires,  io- 
stKOsting  Uie  CnmmitlM  nf  Wnya  and  Menu  to 


inquire  into  the  expediency  of  inereasint;  tbe 
anonal  allowance  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  in  foreign  countries,  and  of  allowing  sala- 
ries to  the  Consuls  of  (he  United  States  in  for^ 
eign  ports,  and  re<iQesting  such  information  m 
opinion  on  the  subject  as  I  may  be  able  to  com- 
municate. 

Considering  it  my  duty  to  coinniuoicate  all 
the  information  in  tbe  possession  of  the  DeiNut- 
ment,  or  within  its  reach,  on  aoy  pablie  suojeet 
before  the  House,  which  may  be  desired  by  the 
committee,  I  have  to  add  that,  in  performin|:  that 
duty,  I  shall  alwaya  be  happy  to  gire,  withoitt 
reserre^  such  opinion  as  I  may  bare  formed  w 
the  subject. 

On  the  first  part  of  the  resolution,  relating  to 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  compensation 
of  our  Ministera  in  foreign  countries,  there  is  but 
one  opinion  among  all  those  who  bare  bad  the 
best  opportunities  of  acquiring  correct  informs 
tion,  which  is,  that  the  present  allowance  is  alto- 
gether inadequate.  In  this  opinion,  e«peoiaUyin 
respect  to  the  principal  Courts,  I  faliy  concur. 
Representations  to  this  efieet  having  been  made 
by  several  of  onr  Ministers,  I  annex  a  copy  of 
their  communications  on  the  subject;  well  satis- 
fied I  am  that  great  losses  hare  been  sustained 
by  those  who  remained  nay  eonsidernble  timn 
abroad. 

The  membeti  nf  thn  diplomatic  corps  at  thn 
several  Conru  of  Europe  live  much  io  tbe  same 
style.  Their  household  ealablishment,  eqoipajge, 
number  of  their  servants,  expenses  in  attending 
Court,  of  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  of  hoe- 
pitali(y,are,  in  the  most  material  circumstances, 
similar.  The  habits  and  propensities  of  particular 
members  of  the  corps  may  increase  these  expensw 
considerably  ;  but  no  d^ree  of  economy  can  re- 
duce them  below  a  certain  grade.  From  the 
nature  of  our  Qorernment,  something  mav  be 
spared  to  our  Blinisters  ia  what  regards  style  w 
mere  ostentatious  display,  but  in  nothing  else^ 
Ail  the  other  heary  items  are  as  applicable  to 
them  as  to  the  Ministers  of  other  Powers. 

Presuming  that  a  view  of  the  compenmtion 
allowed  by  the  Powers  of  Europe  to  their  repro- 
sentntivea  at  fonigtt  Courts  mar  scrre  to  gin  an 
idea  of  the  expense  of  liring  tnere  in  Uint  ehar- 
aeter,  I  lure  annexed  a  aiatement  of  it,  as  far  aa 
it  has  eome  within  my  knowledge. 

Having  stated  the  faeu  whien  are  essentia!  in 
thn  ease,  it  is  not  neeesmry,  and  might  be  im- 
proper, for  me  to  eommunieaie  any  opinion  as  to 
the  degree  of  augmentation  which  ought  to  be 
made  to  the  salaries  of  oar  Ministers  in  foreign 
conntiies.  With  a  knowledge  of  the  facts,  everjr 
member  of  the  committee  is  as  competent  to 
jodge  of  tbe  proper  augmeniaiion  as  1  can  be. 
The  United  States  constitute  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  great  community  of  nation*. 
Their  citizens,  favored  by  many  imporuot  cir- 
cumstances, particularly  by  the  great  excellence 
of  their  Qovernment,  enjoy  in  the  highest  degree 
all  the  blessings  wbich  can  be  derived  from  thn 
soeial  compact.  It  is  onr  duty  to  perpetuatn 
these  Uessings,  and,  with  that  view,  to  fortify 


Digitized  by 


im 


Mnelre»  M  every-  |KHat  where  danfcr  of  ujr 
Itiad  menace*.  !•  it  neoeesarjr  that  tbe  Uoited 
States  should  ha  TCprewBted  with  foreign  Pow- 
ere?  That  has  loog  ceased  to  be  a  qnettioa. 
Shall  tbcy  maiDtaiD  a  proper  itacioa  there,  not 
aemniiDg.  bot  dignified,  aueh  M  tbe  gcperal  ex- 
pectation aad  commoD  o|HnioD  of  maokiDd  b*Te 
given  tbcmt  That  baa  nenr  been  a^eatton. 
The  eharaeter  of  the  eonatnr,  if  not  its  rank,  is 
la  some  degree  affeoted  by  that  whiob  is  maia* 
taioed  by  its  MiaiBiers  abroad.  Their  otilitr  ia 
Itti  tite  great  objeeu  of  their  misiiaD  is  eaeeali- 
adtv  dependent  on  it.  A  Minister  can  be  uaeful 
only  by  fliliog  his  jriaoe  with  credit  in  the  diplo- 
matic corps,  and  id  the  correspondiiw  etrele  of 
aociety  in  tbe  eonntry  in  which  nc  resides,  which 
ie  the  best  in  every  ooantry.  By  taking  tbe 

Soper  groBod,  if  he  possesses  tbe  necessary  qnal- 
eatioos,  and  is  furoiabed  with  adequate  meaas, 
be  will  become  aeqonintcd  with  aU  that  passes, 
nod  from  the  highest  and  most  aotbcntie  soureea; 
laqiiriag  eonflden««  by  raposinc  it  ia  ihoae  who 
desarre  i^  and  by  as  hoDorable  daportment  in 
Mhw  respeets^  ht  wUl  hare  mneh  infloence^s- 
peofail]r  in  whit  ivlnwe  to  bis  own  eoonlry.  De- 
prive him  of  the  necessary  means  to  sustain  this 
groond,  separate  him  from  tbe  circle  to  whieh  be 
belongs  and  he  is  redaced  to  ft  oipfaer.  He  may 
collect  intelligence  from  adventurers  and  ^ie% 
bvt  it  will  be  of  comparatively  little  value;  aod, 
In  ether  respects,  he  had  as  well  not  be  there. 

On  the  other  part  of  tbe  resolution—the  pro- 
priety of  allowtDg  salaries  to  our  Consuls  in  for- 
eign ports— I  have  to  state  tiiat  it  is  deemed  ad- 
v^aaUe  to  make  sncfa  allowaoee,  limited,  in  tbe 
oommencement,  to  certain  eoontries,  and  to  the 
metropolis  of  eaeh.  On  several  of  the  Govern- 
ments o(  Europe  our  eitizeoB  have  claims  to  a 
oensiderable  amonut  still  to  stttle.  In  oinny  of 
the  ports  of  each  Power  we  hare,  almost  H  alt 
tifDMi  deatftote  waoien,  diaehu^  either  from 
m  own  merchant  vessels,  or  mm  thoaa  of  other 
nations  into  which  they  bad  entered.  Neither 
of  these  intereau  will  be  duly  attended  to  wMs- 
Mt  ■  special  ageat,  With  an  adequate  eompeUsa- 
lion>  A  Conanl  is  the  fittest  pvrsm  to  perform 
these  duties;  and,  ooder  the  soperintettdettee  of 
the  Minister,  whose  business  is  to  settle  prinei- 
-ples,  he  may  with  propriety  be  ctMrged  with 
them.  Our  ciiiacQs  have  claims  on  Qreat  Btit- 
•io,  France,  Snia,  Denmark,  the  NetherUads, 
Sweden,  and  Naples;  and  we  have  often  deati- 
tote  seamen  in  tbe  ports  of  most  of  these  eoon- 
tries, especially  Great  Britain.  These  doiiesmnst 
be  ezeeated  with  some  department  of  their  re- 
spective Qovcmmeois  near  whieh  onr  agents 
most  reside.  It  is  therefore  proposed  to  allow 
salaries  at  this  time  to  our  Oonsub  at  Londont- 
Pkris,  Madrid,  Amsterdam,  Oopenbageo',  and 
Stockholm,  nl  which  plaeee  the  fees  of  offieennd 
profits  of  trade  do  not  afford  them  a  svpnort.  As 
special  reasons  operate  is  fkvor  of  the  allowtooe 
to  these  places,  it  is  thought  advisable  to  eonfioe 
it  to  ibem,  witboat  deeidingi  at  this  time,  on  the 
policy  of  a  general  ohange  of  the-ayvlem.  That 
ittftts  OB  other  oonsidemttoiu^  mnnr  ef  wbi«h  are 


SBMested  to  Mr.  Crawford's  letter.  The  dvaav 
wweh  it  is  proposed  to  vest  in  these  Coma^ 
bring  of  a  genend  natwe,  ud,  in  regard  to  aafr> 
meUf  coatenrive  witb  the  Boropean  doaiBioaa 
of  eneh  Pow«r,  it  may  be  uaeAil  to  give  Co  dscir 
eonaalar  f anedow  a  eofreqwadiag  esicot.  BuA 
aa  exteoeloa  of  the  consular  atnbavity  ia  mm 
^nt  midia^  at  tbe  metr^oiis  of  the  eaaairy 
to  which  be  H  appwated,  aad  paid  by  his  Cfov- 
eraoaeat,  wooM,  rt  ia  preaamed,  be  foaad  advaa- 
tageotn  to  oar  eommeroe.  It  wmdd  tailaialy 
make  then  more  adeqvatn  to  the  lAterdaties 
whieh  it  is  prepesed  to  asaqga  tbeaa.  It  max 
likewise  be  observed,  in  favor  of  tbe  pra|MMd 
allowaace,  that  tbe  cxpcrinaent  on  tbia  scale 
would  afiimi  useful  light  as  to  th«  polioy  «f  a 
|sneral  change  of  the  system,  wbna  inac  aobjeet 
IS  entered  ea. 

1  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  great  respee^  sir, 
yonr  nutat  ebedieat  servaat, 

JAMBS  MONRO& 
Hod.  WibLUH  XtovHOia, 

Ckairmam,  CbmmiUm  Wa^amdMrnm, 
(heat  Britifa  allows  to  an  Ambaasader— 

At  Paris  £l9jaM 

A  honse  estfautod  at  •  1^ 
Aaoatfil  bjm 

 ^le^oM 

At  Vteanat  8u  Patsesbaig,  mk 

Madrid  ....  litfiOb 
In  lien  of  a  house  l;QM 
Outfit  6^ 

.,  .—■ 16|0M 
At  Cottstantinopls  and  Uie  Hagaa  S^DOO 
At  the  fiart  a  bouse  is  finind 
At  die  Hsgne,  an  aUomnea  of  *  I^MM 
Outfit,  half  the  salary-      -      •  4,000 

  ld»5D0 

At  Berlin  and  Lisbim  ... 
Ahonsfl     .....  1,000 

Outfit  4,000 

  M 

Bnvoy  Sctraordiniiy  and  Ifials- 
ter  Plenipolantiarv  to  the 
VnitodSlateaer  Amsriea  -  «^ 

Ontt*  lyoM 

Boasa  aoo 

Nsplsf ,  tmam  as  die  United  Strtsa. 
StockbofaB,  Mmkbi  and  CofVf 

hageo.  oaA .      •      .     •  fi^OOO 
Outfit,  half  the  sal«7-      .  . 
KoOM  600 


At  UftdHd,  whM  I  was  there  in  1800^  the  bw- 
pensatioD  to  the  French  Ambaasador  wa^  I  oader- 
stood,  a  salary  of  46,000  erowaa  ;  that  to  the  P«r» 
tugaew,8(M)00. 

It  ia  understood  that  tbe  salaries  allowed  by 
the  Bmperors  of  Rassia  and  Anstria^  and  by  the 
King  of  Spain,  are  of  ihe  same  grade:  and  that 
tb«e  of  Prussia,  Denmark,  Snreden,  and  HoUaaA 
though  lower  than  aDe  nven  by  the  priarip 
Powers^  are  h^her  than  thoae  given  by  tfeo  Oai- 
ted  States.  A  diathietioo  ia  made  bavrcca 
aalaries  (tf Ambasadoreand  BaToya  Bxnaeidter 
and  Bfiniaure  PJcnipoteMiuri  to  tlw  ||iiaii|i1 
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Durts  Ambamdonue,forUi«neitpiut,  aentby 
e  ffreat  Powers,  ind  not  BnTofi  Rxuaordioarr 
td  Miniiten  Plenipotratiarjr. 

Washingtok,  April  5, 1816. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
eipt  of  yooi  letter  of  the  3d  inataot,  enclosing 
le  resolution  of  the  Honse  of  Represeotatires, 
istructiog  the  Committee  of  Wa][s  and  Means 
I  inquire  iolo  the  expediencjr  of  iDcreaaing  the 
anutU  aUowaoee  of  Mmisteraof  the  United  Slates 
t  foreign  Cooris,  and  allowiag  annual  salaries  to 
le  CoDsals  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  ports, 
n  reply  to  voar  request  for  the  communication 
f  Mvh  ianiVMtlw  «b  that  aakjeot  «a  mf  t«i« 
BsideDce  abroad  wiU  eiaMe  ma  to  fitmish,  I 
are  tbe  hoBor  to  sUtle  that,  from  mr  own  tz- 
ArioDoe,  I  am  eoDTiaecd  that  a  aoDiideiabU  in- 
rease  to  the  present  allowaaca  to  oar  Ministers 
.t  Liondon  ana  Paris  is  highljr  ezpedlieat.  From 
Tery  circumstance  whieh  nas  eome  to  my  kaowl- 
dge,  the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  ouht  to  he  em- 
iraced  by  the  proposed  meaaofe.  The  enclosed 
!xnaet  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Erviag  will  show  the 
troprte^  of  extending  the  measure  to  tbe  Court 
if  Spain. 

Aottexed  is  a  statement  of  tbe  salaries  of  foreign 
hiinisters  at  the  difierent  Courts  of  Europe  as  uu 
IS  ibey  have  come  within  my  knowledge. 

The  propriety  of  allowing  annual  salaries  to 
,he  Consuls  of  the  United  States  pceseats  a  ques> 
ion  of  more  difficult  solution.  At  present,  the 
inducement  to  seek  the  appeiotmeat  of  Consul  ia 
Lhe  advantage  which  itooofan  in  the  prosecution 
»f  fordga  trade.  American  Consuls  are  generally 
able-  to  enter  into  parloerahip  with  the  n^oat  re- 
Hieotable  mercantile  houses  in  tbe  porta  where 
they  reside,  without  hringiiig  anything  into  the 
firm  except  those  advantages.   It  is  manifest, 
therefor^  that  the  strongest  temptation  will  be 
preswced  to  render  their  official  acta  subserrteat 
to  the  commercial  iateresta  of  their  foreign  part- 
ners. It  is  more  than  probable  that  many  oi  tbe 
abusce  which  were  known  to  exist  daring  the  late 
Buropeasi  war,  in  relatiMi  to  American  papers, 
aad  whieh  were  seiaed  as  the  pretext  for  uu 
principled  spolktioas  eonautted  bjr  the  belliger- 
cnta  upon  Amcrieaii  comaeree,  originated  from 
this  source.   This  view  of  tbe  subject  presents 
some  indoceaaent  leaUow  American  Consols  an- 
Buai  salwics,  and  for  prohibiting  them  from  all 
participatien  ia  uadb  But  the  salary  aaust  ha 
on— idefble)  or  it  will  be  no  cquivalcttt  fhr  the 
MatriaUoa  which  oug bt  to  be  impoaad  upon  them. 
The  eenammt  of  the  United  States  is  now  pro8e> 
coted  \m  atmost  every  part  of  the  world.  The 
aumbar  «£  ComoIs  neoessary  for  the  protection 
of  this  commerce  would,  with  eoropetent  salaries, 
involve  a  vaajr  fpmx.  aanuat  expense.  To  allow 
salaries  to  none  but  the  Consuls  of  the  capitals  of 
each  maritime  Stata  would  not  remove  tbe  evil, 
because,  ia  many  cases,  the  capital  is  not  the 
principal  trading  city  of  the  oeoutry  $  and  even 
wihera  it  i^  there  are,  ia  eveny  aase,  othoi:  tradiaig 
cities  in  tue  nme  State  where  abuses  may  kii 


commiued  to  the  same  extent.  To  rcdaoe  the 
number  of  Consuls,  and  to  compel  vessels^  whe- 
ther American  or  foreign,  to  have  thdr  papers 
authenticated  by  them,  m  order  to  obtain  admit- 
tance into  an  American  port,  would  present  a  temp> 
tation  to  foreipi  nations  to  make  the  same  regula- 
tion with  regard  to  American  ports,  which  might 
give  to  the  ports  of  one  State  an  advantage  over 
those  of  another }  but  this  regulation  woofd  be  no 
radical  remedy  of  the  evil  intended  to  be  removed. 
Tbe  prosecnuoo  of  commerce  under  surreptitious 
papers  b  carried  on  most  securely  in  porta  which 
are  not  much  frequented.  It  is  generally  carried 
on  between  the  ports  of  foreign  States,  and  not 
between  foreign  ports  aad  those  of  the  United 
States.  These  abuses  will  occur  more  ex  teosivelr 
in  time  of  Buropean  wars  than  in  peace,  and  wiU 
not  &il  to  produce  great  onhamssmeota  to  the  ' 
fair  and  lagitioi^  commerce  of  the  United  States 

There  is,  however,  some  reason  to  believe  tiut 
the  appointment  of  a  Consul  QeaersI  to  each 
the  principal  commercial  States,  wiUi  a  compe- 
tent salary,  invested  with  power  to  saperintend 
the  conduct  of  the  other  Consuls,  and  to  main 
general  regulations  for  their  Oomament,  subject 
to  the  sanction  of  tbe  President^  might  be  found 
beneficial.  Residing  at  the  capital,  and  carrying 
on  an  active  CMrespoodence  with  the  difftirent 
porta  of  the  country,  abuses  would  be  more  likely 
to  be  discovered  and  corrected  than  at  preseuL 
U  it  shall  be  deemed  expedient  to  give  th«a  aih> 
nual  salaries,  a  fund  mi^  be  creatad  by  levyiisg 
a  small  tonnue  duty  upon  all  American  vesseia 
which  enter  foreign  ports^  Where  the  duty  eot- 
iected  in  a  port  exemds  the  aalary,  the  aurphu 
might  be  paid  over  to  another  Cmwnl  in  tbe  same 
StatCi^  where  there  was  a  deficiency. 

Thu  mode  of  compensation  might  be  adopted, 
whether  salaries  are  allowed  or  not ;  and  there  i» 
but  little  doubt  that  it  would  be  received  as  sa 
equivalent  for  the  right  of  carrying  on  trade.  In 
this  case,  a  minimum  ous|ht  to  be  fixed.  The 
surplus  might  be  applied  in  aid  of  those  whose 
emolumenu  were  the  most  below  that  maximnm. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  H.  OBAWPOfta 

Hon.  Jamm  Mowo^  iSwrV  ^ 'State. 

Minister  of  France  in  the  United  States,  19,000 
crowns. 

The  same  to  the  third  rate  Powers  in  Barope. 
To  the  secondary  Powers  in  Europe,  35,000 
crowns. 

Ambassadors  to  the  latter  Courts,  50,000 crovms. 

Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  the  principal  Eu- 
ropean Courts,  viz :  Ijoodoo,  Vienna,  St.  Petcxs- 
burg,  and  Consuotinople,  tbe  same  as  Ambassa- 
dors at  tbe  secondary  Court. 

Under  the  Emperor,  Ambassadors  at  the.latctr 
Courta  were  not  limited  in  their  expense. 

English  Ambassadors  at  Paris,  X10.000. 

English  Ambassadors  at  Lisbon,  £8,000. 

Bstrmit  of  m  kUtr  Jrtm  Gmge  W.  Arssv  #t  Nk 
"  Tte  raining"  of  the  satory  theie  £St.  Petei^ 
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Obmpauatim  to  Minitten  and  Oamnib* 


burg.]  woald,  I  pesume,  be  rery  proper,  who- 
eTer  mifht  go;  the  iDelaotog  Loodon  aad  Paris 
in  this  liberal  arraDgemeot  mar  also  be  proper; 
bat  whf  do  tbejr  exclude  Madrid  ?  It  is  true 
that  Dobod^  has  made  anr  noise  abont  the  deir- 
ness  of  liriog  at  Madrid,  for  nobody  has  been 
there  for  len  years  bnt  mjrsclf,  and,  before  my 
time^  raising  salaries  was  never  eoniemptated  as 
possible.  Id  a  great  many  points  of  Tiew,  Madrid 
may  be  considered  as  the  most  important  mis- 
sion ;  it  is  at  this  time  the  most  difficult  and  la* 
borioas|  and  baa  the  greatest  and  most  delicate 
mponsibility  bdonging  to  iti  ought  it  in  that 
Tt«w  to  be  pliecd  OD  a  fooling  with  Holland, 
Naples,  Sweden,  aad  Brazil  1  As  to  expense,  I 
would  nndertake  to  prove  that  it  is  at  least  twenty- 
.  Ave  per  cent,  dearer  than  London  or  Paris.  The 
causes  of  this  difference  are  evident}  almost  every- 
thing  of  superior  excellence  most  be  broo^bt 
from  France  or  England ;  no  one  attempts  to  live 
upon  what  is  to  be  found  in  Spain  ;  from  the  na> 
tnre  of  society  there,  the  coiy»  ^jUomatique  is 
necessarily  crowded  in  upon  itself ;  it  makes  its 
own  society.  This  occasions  a  perpetual  round 
of  diplomatic  dinners  and  entcrtaioments,  which 
are  not  to  be  avoided}  for  the  same  reason,  all 
foreigners  of  distinction  who  arrive  there  are  in 
some  sort,  as  at  Constantinople,  dependent  upon 
tteir  Uinisters  for  society }  they  are  regularly 
introduced  to  sueh  member  of  the  corptdiplo- 
MofigHe,  aad  must  b«  as  regularly  invited, 
These,  to  say  noihiog  of  the  change  of  residence, 
augment  the  expenses  of  a  Minister  terribly  ;  in 
tn^  he  eanaot  retire—he  mast  be  always  in  evi- 
dmee;  and  the  mora  splendid,  because  be  has  to 
compete  as  it  were  with  the  gnndees.  Add  to 
all  these  solid  considerations,  that  it  is  a  place,  in 
every  view,  of  mol-atr^,  and,  as  I  have  found  it 
heretofore,  it  maybe  sgaio  a  post  of  personal 
danger.  I  do  not  write  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
or  tne  President  on  this  matter,  because  I  have 
made  a  general  role  of  never  pressing  upon  them 
money  eonsideratioBa. 

WaflBiMOTOH,  ilpr^  5^  1816. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ackaowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant. 

During  my  residence  in  Europe,  my  place  of 
abode  was  so  frequently  changed,  and  it  having 
been,  moreover,  principally  at  provincial  towns, 
that  I  am  not  able  to  furnish  much  ioformaiton  on 
the  subject  of  your  letter,  derived  from  my  own 
personal  experience.  I  was  in  London  rather 
more  than  three  months,  and^  expensive  as  I  had 
previously  understood  that  city  to  be,  I  found  it 
10  that  respect  greatly  exceeding  all  my  antfcipa- 
tions:  and  yet  I  kept  no  house,  and  was  certaioly 
not  extravagant  in  my  personal  expenses. 

My  opinion  of  the  style  in  which  an  American 
Minister  ought  to  live  is.  that  avoiding  the  mean- 
ness which  provokes  ridicule,  and  the  ostenutloo 
which  challenges  oboervalion,  it  should  be  one  of 
neat  simplicity,  reaulated  by  the  habiu  of  society 
•in  the  country  when  he  Kiide%  aad  admitting 


of  the  return  of  civilities  and  the  dispensatim  to 
our  respectable  coontrymen  of  expected  hospitil- 
ity.  I  believe  the  present  salarv  wholly  insde- 
quate  to  sustain  the  expenses  of  ttaeh  a  style  of 
Irving  at  most,  if  not  all,  the  foreign  Courtsai 
which  we  have  Mialsters. 

I  can  communicate  to  you  no  informatioo  of 
the  salarie?  allowed  by  other  Poveri  to  thdr 
Ministers  at  foreign  Courts,  nor  as  to  the  pnpti- 
eiy  of  allowiof^  salaries  to  oar  Coosuls. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

H.  CLAT. 

The  Hon.  Jahcs  Mohrob. 


ofSttUtdaied 

Pabis,  No9,  81. 1811. 
I  need  not  tell  yoo  how  necessary  it  is  to  raise 
the  salary  if  jou  do  not  mean  either  to  ruin  your 
Minister  or  injure  your  afiain.  A  man  la  this 
situation  must  either  spend  double  his  salary,  or 
keep  himself  excluded  entirely  from  society  and 
from  his  doty.  I  naturally  and  habiioally  love 
simplicity,  and  have  an  aversion  tolaxary;  bat 
my  doty  requires  that,  in  this  respect,  I  should 

five  up  my  own  taste.  I  am  decermiaetf,  while 
Slav,  to  do  my  doty}  and,  to  do  ibis^  /  most 
spend  at  least  fifteen  (inobibly  eigfaieeo)  ihoo- 
sand  dollars  a  year.  In  this  aray  I  eanoot  stand  iC 
long,  and  yoo  cannot  expect  lo  find  many  men 
in  our  country  who  are  at  once  willing  and  able 
to  do  ii,  and  who  are  fit  for  the  |dace. 

Pardon  the  fraokoMs  with  which  I  speak  on  i 
subject  on  which  I  may  appear  more  selfish  than 
I  really  am,  for  I  feel  myself  impelled  to  it  by  a 
sense  of  doty,  and  I  am  not  without  hopes  that 
you  will  likewise  feel  it  a  part  irf*  yoor  daty  lo 
use  yoor  inflocaee  to  set  this  matter  right. 


fWradc  >Hai  Jfr.  Jiigms's  Irffcr*    tte  8Mn(v>  ^ 
SlaU 

Lonnoii,  JtOy  31, 1815. 
It  is  needless  to  ity  to  you,  or  to  any  petsn 
Ittviag  been  in  the  same  eapacity^  here,  that  the 
aannu  salary  of  an  American  Miniscer  is  iasafi- 
eient  to  support  a  man  with  a  fiimily — I  say  not 
in  the  style  ofhi^  (Acini  nnk,bottaihedeecney 
becoming  a  private  gentleman. 

SBPTBItBBII  30,  161& 

An  experience  of  the  expense  of  living  here  Jar 
upwards  of  four  months  even  under  all  the  priva- 
tions to  which  I  have  submitted,  has  eoasrSMd 
me  in  the  desire  to  be  recalled  as  eaily  in  the 
Spring  as  the  President  may  fiad  it  cosvenieat 
to  replace  me,  if,  npon  the  eonsiractioa  of  the 
law,  the  Lqcislature  ahonld  rdto  no  apfnft'*' 
tioo  for  the  outfit. 

Jabdabt  9, 181& 
With  every  expedient  of  economy  that  1  S"* 
possible,  I  am  living  at  an  expense  which,  «l 
end  of  two  years  from  my  arrival  in  this  cotst^ 
arould  more  tbaa  absorb  the  whole  salurf' 
those  two  years,  torn  with  the  allowaace  Ikrin 
outfit. 
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A  rery  f.w  yearf»  residenee  here  most  inFolve  I  hare  the  honor  to  traBimit  the  eaelosed  doctt- 
own  affair,  beyond  all  power  of  redempiioo.    "JJ^J^^.^.^^  ,he  Stale 

1  D   J     I  of  Virfini*  by  the  Paymaster  Geaeral,  the  sota 
Ba((F«to*/«fc««ryh»M      AiBm«to'A«Seere(^  thousaDd  dollars  haa  been  paid 

Jamuart  4, 1816. 
It  18  Tery  desirable  that  some  geoeral  reriston 


of  the  consular  eiublishments  should  be  made, 
ind  some  regalar  system  concerning  them  be 


10  thai  State,  for  exoenses  iaenrred  by  the  em» 
ployment  of  the  militia  in  its  defence.  The 
claims  of  that  State  hare  been  admitted  on  th^ 
ground  that  the  QoTernor  of  Virginia  wasiii- 
rested  with  discretionary  power,  by  the  War 


some  regniar  sysieiu  «uin;ciu.iy(  » i  restea  wtin  aiscreiionary  power,  wy 

saDciiooed  by  law.  For  the  port  of  Londoo  a  department,  to  call  forth  the  militia  ta  tank 
provision  for  the  comfeniation  of  the  Consul  |  ^go^t^^  „  ll^e  emergency  shoald  require,  and 


numbers  as  the  emergency  should  require,  and 


must  be  made,  or  the  office  must  be  given  to  some  aetuallv  eiaployed  wat^  at'that 

wealthy  merenantestabtished  in  the  city,  to  whom  belieTcd  br  toe  Secretarr  of  War  to  b» 

 'i  ..ki.  rni.  tha  raKiIiilM  nf  nnsiness  I  _i   '      -  —  j  -i  1— 


WraUUJ  M.MVMW--*—  ;   "pi  I  MIUOj  HW*   ,  ,     --     --  - 

it  may  be  acceptable  for  the  facilities  of  business  |i  {s  now  beliered  that  the  aamber 

which  he  may  derive  from  it.  Colonel  Aspinwall  I  ^  miliiia  kept  in  serriee,  when  compared  wkb 
cannot  hold  it  long  without  a  salary,  or  without  ^^n^^  imo  the  field  by  the  Presideut  for  the 
a  commercial  establishment  connected  with  ii]  I  defence  of  Baltimore,  against  the  aame  hostila 
and  upon  which  alone  be  must  rely  for  supporU  f^^Q^,  which  c<Htld  be  brought  to  act  against  tho 
In  one  of  his  late  letters  to  me,  (a  copy  of  which  capital  of  Virginia  from  rattous  points,  was  not 
hasbeeniransmltiedtoyou,)Mr.Bea»leyexpresBesU^y(,Bd  what  the  emergeuey  required.  The 
the  coariction  that  the  prorision  made  bjr  the  referred  lo,  and  the  expense  intended 

laws  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  relief  ?■  1  ^^  |^  saDOlioned,  are  those  which  the  letter  of 
gent  and  destitute  seamen  in  foreign  ports  is  liable  I  j^,.  Commissioners,  and  the  statement  of  the  Ad- 
10  great  abuse.  The  late  and  present  exceuive  jyj^m  General  of  that  State,  herewith  enclosed. 
Dumbersof  persons  claimingthe  bcaefitofit,  both  1  fhe  claims  of  North  Carolina  ana 

at  London  and  LiTerpool,  afford  eonfirinatioos  of  I  Rho^e  Island  hare  beeo  sanctioned,  because  thef 
that  opinion;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  u  obrious  I  BrefoaadnJ  upon  expenses  actually  incurred  upon 
that,  with  the  increase  of  oar  eommereeaadun-  mjmin  called  out  under  the  authority  of  the 
gmtioOjiheeasualiictiDetdeatlothemmnethftrcl^ajted  States,  or  had  leceiTed  the  01001108  ^ 
proporiioDabty  multipUed.  The  opportanities  authority  after  they  were  called  into  sCTvlee. 
and  the  chances  of  imposition  must  also  be  much  Ihijq  elaiuis  exhibiicd  by  Delaware  and  New 
greater,  and  require  mwe  caotion  to  be  guarded  I  Hampshire  hare  been  supended  until  eridenee 
against  in  Buglaad  than  in  any  other  country;  |  ^^^u  ^  produced  lo  ahow  that  the  emergency 
and  I  believe  it  will  be  uniformly  found,  in  a  tune  I  gQcti  „  Kqmre  the  serriee  without  wait- 
ofgeoeral  European  peace,  that  the  dutT  of  afford- 1  inlerrention  of  the  Bxeentireanthoritr 

ing  relief  to  the  objects  of  this  class  really  cntiued  I    ||,,  Union. 

to  it,  and  that  of  discriminating  between  thent  f  |,«  gute  of  New  York  has  exhibited  claims 
and  the  impostors  who  would  prey  upon  the  fund  1  ammaaition  furnished  the  militia, 

allotted  to  this  honorable  purpose,  will  be  the  I  ^piQ^ed  by  the  enemy  in  our  military  de^u; 
most  arduous  and  imporUot  obligation  of  an  I  f,^  additional  pay  allowed  their  militia 

American  Consul.   *  *  *  Mr.  Bourne,  the  Con*  1  mK.n  in  tk*  nnhlin  Mtrvi***.   Tha  eUima  of  Vir- 


often  made  known  to  the  Government. 

The  direct  commerce  between  theUoiled  Stat« 
and  the  port  of  London  is  eomparaitrely  smell. 
The  number  of  American  vessels  which  come  to 
it  ia  inconsiderable.  The  official  emolumenu 
from  -  year's  end  to  year's  end  will  not  pay  office 
rent  and  the  wages  of  a  liagle  clerk.  If  (he  sup- 
port and  and  reconreyanee  to  the  United  Sutes 


„  ^  I  power*  

not  extend  to  their  tiquidaiion  and  admission, 
without  further  legal  provisiott  for  that  purpoee. 

It  is  believed  thai  no  other  State  hat  presentea 
any  spceifie  elatm  for  money  expended  upon  mili- 
tia serriee  daring  the  war ;  but  it  is  proper  to 
state,  that  in  the  correspondence  between  the 
Goreroor  of  Massacbusetu  and  the  Secretary  of 
War,  it  was  distinctly  dcel«red,  that  reimborse- 


of  deaiilHle  seamen  be  made  the  duty  of  the  Con-  ment  would  not  be  made  of  any  expenses  incurred 
Bul,  some  prorision  for  the  paymeol  of  ihe  neecs- 1  upon  miliiia  called  into  service  by  Stale  author- 
sary  expenses  of  this  seiriee  most  be  made.       '   ' — j  «f  »»iniiin<r  ih* 


MILITIA  CLAIM8. 


(Cwamnnieated  to  the  House.  March  IS,  I8I6.] 

Dbpabtmbut  OP  Wab,  iMiirch  7, 181ft.    .  ».„  .v^^..      ,™.  ,  —- 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  ihe  resolution  of  the  right  to  employ  their  ratttia  in  mlUtarr  opera- 
Houae  of  RepresentMires  of  the  »lsi  ultimo,  1 1  lions,  where  it  can  be  done  without  iafnnginf 


ity,  with  the  declared  intention  of  exclndin^  the 
authority  of  the  United  States  orer  such  militia 

Time  and  reflection,  so  far  from  having  changed 
Ihe  opinion  then  formed,  bare  tended  only  to 
strengthen  and  confirm  it.  The  several  Sutes 
hare  a  right,  in  lime  of  war,  to  raise  and  main- 
tain r»u&r  troops:  more  strongly  hare  they  the 
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tht  rifbii  of  the  NaUimal  9ncDtir«  over  lbs 
Mine  loree.  But  it  never  cao  be  admitted,  that 
•l^aoMt  ineorred  bf  raiaing  and  Kapportiog  rega- 
lar  troops  can  be  a  oba^gc  agaioBi  tbe  oatioo ; 
and  it  »  eqoalljr  clear,  ibat  expeoies  iAonrred 
opoB  militia  terrice,  under  State  autborttjr,  with 
IM  declared  ioiention  of  4iieciiog  and  ooninBUing 
that  force  to  tbe  exolusion  of  cm  antboritjr,  can 
form  ao  saeh  obarge.  No  claims  of  tbit  oatnre 
will  be  recognised  by  the  Exeontire  braneb  of  the 
QoTcromeDt,  aaJeu  proTiuoo  shall  be  made  by 
law  for  that  purpoae. 

I  haf  e  the  honor  to  be,  you  moat  obedient,  and 
vary  hamble  lamnc, . 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hn.  B«nr  Clat,  <8peater. 


Dbpabthbut  op  Wab, 
AccowUatU'M  Office,  Feb.  99, 1816. 

0IB :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  njation  to 
the  rcsolatioD  of  the  booonble  the  Hoose  of  Rep- 
resentatires  directing  tba  Seorelarf  of  War  to 
lag  before  the  House, 

lit.  A  Btatament  of  tbe  ezpenKs  incurred  for 
tbe  services  of  tbe  militia  calDed  forth  by  aatbor- 
ity  of  tbe  United  States  during  the  late  war. 

Sid.  Statement  of  tbe  acooonts  whiob  bare 
been  exhibited,  and  claiffu  which  bave  been 
mdi,  by  tbe  raspaotiTe  State*  for  s erneas  render- 
•d  by  toie  militia  of  eud  States,  when  eallad  fortb 
vUb  or  witboot  sncb  anthority,  tofetbor  with  the 
mm  which  bare  been  paid,  aad  the  aceowie  mnil 
olwms  which  bare  been  allowed  therefor,  and  in 
CM*  tiM  claims  of  any  State  or  Suiea  have  been 
B^iaetad  or  allowed,  to  atats  tbe  grounds  of  sncb 
T^eclioQ  or  allowance,  designating  for  what  ser- 
Tices,  and  to  what  States  respectively  such  sums 
hare  been  paid,  or  accounts  allowed,  and  desig- 
^ting  also  sttcb  items  of  claims  as  bav«  been 
jacfed  in  the  eases  where  the  oalls  were  made  ta 
antbority  of  the  United  Sutea,  and  the  gronaos 
of  Micb  rejection. 

That,  in  regard  to  the  first  olavsc  of  tbe  scso- 
hliiov,  ihe  aocooats  of  expenditures  during  the 
«|kr  haTa  not  been  kept  in  a  manner  to  designate 
vbat  amount  has  been  «pended  for  militia,  dis* 
tuwt  from  the  regobu  army.  Aoeordlog  to  the 
diicetioDs  contained  ia  ih*  set  of  the  SdlUuch, 
180^  "further  to  amend  the  several  a«u  for  the 
•stabllsbmeot  and  regoiatioB  of  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navv  Departments,"  aceounts  of  ax- 
pradituros  are  kep^  under  aach  iqweifie  appro- 
priation made  for  militia,  after  the  jeai  1813;  tbe 
whole  expenses  of  tbe  Military  EstaUisbmrnt, 
including  militia,  having  been  included  in  the 
same  appropriation,  the  expenditures  have  hmt 
made,  and  the  accounts  Itept  correspondenlly 
with  the  appropriations. 

As  it  regards  tbe  othtt  sections  of  the  resolu- 
tions, I  bare  to  sute  that  claims  bare  been  ex- 
bibited  to  this  office  by  the  Slates  of  PeBOsylva- 
pia,  Virginia,  and  North  CatoLina,  Delaware  and 
Hew  Hampshire. 

.  i'^lMkoantclaimtd  by  tb«  Slatoof  Vtigiaia 
is  91,039^19  9S. 


Cbnma. 


The  amount  elainaed  by  the  StMe  of  Pcni' 
sylrania  is  «S«8,666  83. 

The  amount  claimed  by  the  Sute  (rf*  Nntb 
Carolina  is^  956,513  8U. 

The  amoQDt  claimea  by  the  State  of  Delaware 
is  $30,619  79. 

The  amount  claimed  by  tbe  State  of  Nmw 
Hampshire  is  $64,552  30. 

These  claims  have  not  yet  been  acted  apoa  de- 
finitively in  this  office,  that  part  which  relatea  to 
services  referring  itself  in  the  first  iDsiaoce  to  the 
Paymaster  of  tbe  Army,  whose  duty  it  is  to  dia- 
ebar^  all  claims  in  relation  to  the  pay  the 
militia,  nnd  thereafter  report  them  to  Otis  oHfec^ 
which  has  not  yet  taken  place.  What  portiofl  itf 
these  claims  have  been  sanctioned  proper  au- 
thority can  only  be  ascertained  on  settlemeaL 

It  is  not  recollected  that  any  claims  of  tbe  re- 
spective Statu  have  been  presented  at  this  office^ 
which  have  been  rejected  or  allowed,  and  conae* 
qocDily  tvo  information  can  be  furniabed  by  m0, 
in  relation  to  that  part  of  the  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  b^  very  reepeclfdlx,  air. 
your  obedient  servant, 

TOBIAS  LBAA. 
The  Hon.  W.  H.  Cbawpobo. 


Abht  Pat  Omo% 
WaaUngim  City,  fU.  37, 1810. 

The  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  to  whom  faaa 
been  reform)  tbe  resolniion  passed  in  tbe  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  21st  idtimo,  haa  the 
hooor  to  report : 

That  suffictenc  data  to  enable  him  to  aseertain, 
with  a  doe  degree  of  precision,  the  amonnt  of 
"expenses  incurred  for  the  servtees  of  the  militia 
called  forth,  by  authoriiy  of  the  United  Smies, 
during  tbe  late  war,"  are  not  within  his  reach. 

That  from  the  imnethodical  maaoer  in  which 
the  services  have,  on  some  occasioos,  been  per^ 
formed,  many  claims  doubtless  exist  that  bare 
not  yet  made  their  appearance  in  a  specific  Totm 
some  detachments  have  been  called  into  service 
and  discharged  tberdrom  without  ever  having 
been  mustered,  whilst  the  mnsier-roUa  of  otfacss 
are  so  very  imperftot  as  to  render  it  atterly-  im- 
possible  10  act  on  them  aod  make  paynaenia. 

That  man^  claims  are  paid,  the  aeoounta  of 
which  have,  to  compauy  with  those  of  th«  r^|i»- 
lar  army,  been  reitdered  to  this  offie^  aod  are  ia 
a  dne  course  of  examination  and  fioal  ntllenical; 
but,  from  their  gveat  magaitnde,  and  from  tkt 
laborious  task  this  offi,oe  necessarily  haa  (o  per- 
form, more  time  and  more  labor  wiu  be  leqaued 
to  get  through  with  the  whole. 

The  many  claims,  to  a  vast  amount,  are  now  ia 
actual  train  of  adjustmentaod  payment,  through- 
out the  whole  country,  from  appropriaiioaa  made 
during  tbe  present  session  of  Congress. 

That  the  manner  in  whicB  the  appropriatiow 
hare,  for  a  few  years  past,  been  made  by  Coa- 
gress,  did  not  require  a  separate  aod  distinct  ae- 
cusat  of  axpendituies  opoa  militia  to  be  kq|t 
from  those  of  the  regular  army  j  and  indeeiif 
it  had  been  required,  the  ntaiweof  tbe  setnec, 


Digitized  by 


L745 


1746 


Mama 


Mrticolarly  during  a  state  of  war,  woald  hare 
endered  it  extremely  difficalt,  if  not  touUy  im* 
iracticable. 

It  is  to  be  aoderstood  that  tbe  fore^oiog  state- 
nent  relates  to  such  serriees  of  militia  ooly,  as 
lave  beea  performed  ta  Wrlue  of  orders  issued 
ty  tbe  Biecatire  of  the  Uaited  States,  »r  being 
lerfonaed  vi^oat  those  ofder%  h«Te.  beiia  reeog- 
tised  thai  aoUwritr,  and  payments  saDctiooed 
tceordiag^jr. 

That  so  bras  rdateg  to  expenditures  by  States 
,hems^M  apoa  their  own  militia,  iDdepeodent 
»f  the  sanction  ersathority  of  tbe  General  Chiv- 
irnment,  tbe  Paymaster  of  the  Army  is  in  pos- 
leasioo  of  do  oScial  iaforo^tioD.  It  is  trae, 
toverer,  that  two  claims  partly  of  this  cbaraeler 
laTc,  nut  long  since,  been  presented  here,  and 
idvances,  by  special  direction  of  the  boDorafaie 
he  SeereUry  of  War,  have  beea  made  by  me 
ipon  them:  one  to  the  Stale  of  Vii^iaia,  ot  two 
laadred  thonscnd  dollars,  and  another  to  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  of  not  quite  twenty-two 
bonsand  dollars;  but  then  these  serriees  were, 
IS  I  aoderstood,  r«eogaised  by  the  United  States, 
o  that  ther  partook  bat  in  part  of  th«  naiare  at 
hoae  allnaed  to,  namely,  tbat  they  bare  been 
wid  from  the  fbnds  of  those  States,  respectively, 
rhich,  when  the  services  were  .thus  reeogniaad, 
he  United  States  were  bound  to  reimburse. 

RespectlUIr, 

ROBERT  BRENT,  Pa^mnuter. 

Hon.  WiiJJAX  H.  Cbawfoku, 

WASKHMTea,  D.  C,  Jan,  l€,  1815. 

Sib  :  This  note  has  beea  delayed  by  the  exped- 
ition of  some  expUnatory  docoments  from  Rich- 
nood.  We  have  bow  the  honor  of  eiAmitting 
o  yon  the  g raonds  on  which  we  axpett  the  P res- 
dent's  sanction  t»  thacalls  of  militia  which  were 
nade  by  the  Oavenw  of  Tirnoia  for  th«  defence 
»f  .RiehmiMid  ia  August  and  September,  1814 ; 
leing  the  wily  oaUs,  as  we  onderstand,  of  the 
iropriety  of  which  a  doubt  is  entertained,  in  the 
Departiaant  of  War. 

u  is  to  be  remembwed  that  Richmond  is  aa> 
mailable  the  ohaoncls  both  of  York  and  Jaa«a 
civers,  wKbio  eight  and  forty  hours  after  the  en- 
tmy^  sqoadron  shall  have  entered  «ur  Capes. 
IrsoM,  doting  the  Revolatiooary  war,  had  that 
»ity  in  flaaei^  within  tweniy>fim  hours  after  the 
Irst  notice  ot  his  approach.  Henoe  tbe  otter  im- 
pmctieabiUiy  of  aanonneiog  tbe  approach  to  the 
rresideat,  and  reeeiring  his  instroctions  in  time 
M  eall  fiarth  the  militia  to  an  effectual  defenee. 
The  enemy  could  bare  entered  Richmond  befon 
in  esnreas  could  retora  from  Washington.  Hence 
,t  is  obviorn^  that  against  a  maritime  enemy,  like 
Ghwat  Briiau,  a  place  so  situated  is  defensible  in 
>oly«ae  or  two  modes,  either  by  keepings  stand* 
lag  fone  before  it,  equal  to  any  force  which  tbe 
memy  eoald  lead  to  toe  assault,  or  by  vesting  the 
Execotire  of  the  State  with  the  diaeretionary 
iwver  of  caUing  forth  the  militia  in  such  aum- 
imau  to  meal  the  paftiealar  omMgoftoy,  what- 


soever it  mieht  be.  Tbe  latter  nourse  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  Richmond.  We  do  not  say  that  any 
instruction  to  this  effect  was  given  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Tirginia  previoosly  to  the  calls  in  the 
month  of  August;  but  the  letters  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  the  Governor  of  Tii^uia  immediately 
thereafter,  and  indeed  almost  eentemporaneeosly, 
do,  In  tbe  most  exfdlcit  manner,  ratify  that  eonrse 
of  aetion;  and  a  subsequent  ratification,  we  un- 
derstand, is  equal  to  a  prior  command.  Thus,  in 
the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  31st  of  August,  (here- 
with, numbered  1,)  written  after  the  destructioa 
of  Washington,  be  announces  tbe  descent  of  the' 
enem^f'a  barges  down  the  PaioxenL  and  the  rea- 
son given  for  the  eommnoication  is,  beoanee  it 
m^t  have  a  bearing  on  the  GhivernoHs  arrange- 
ments for  his  seetion  of  the  eoontry;  bat  what 
those  arrangemeBls  were  to  be,  instead  of  being 
defined,  is  left  exclusively  to  tbe  discretion  of  tho 
Governor.  The  same  gentleman,  in  his  letter 
oi  the  n«t  day,  (8ef»tember  1,  No.  2,)  ai^Hizes 
tbe  Qovetnor  that  Riehmtmd  was  known  to  be 
one  of  the  enemy's  objects,  and  doses  his  letter 
with  iheae emphatSo  words:  "Be  on  your  guard, 
prepared  at  every  point,  and  in  all  elreumstances^ 
to  repel  the  invaders.**  In  what  light  is  it  possi- 
ble to  eonstrae  these  words,  but  as  a  clear  and 
explicit  recognition  of  the  principle  that  the  Gen- 
eral Ooverament  placed  the  defence  of  the  State 
.of  Virginia  and  its  metropolis  at  the  discretion  of 
iu  Governor?  The  letter,  of  which  we  have 
justqnoted  an  extract,  was  fonowed  by  the  Presi- 
dent's proctamatien  of  tb«'3d  of  September,  call- 
ing, ia  terms  which  no  American  bosom  eould 
resiat,  upon  all  efficers,  civil  and  military,  aad 
upon  the  nation,  to  rise  to  arms,  nod  exterminate 
tbe  ferocious  and  sanguinary  invaders. 

The  ellbet  of  such  a  nroclamation  on  stieh  a 
Stale  as  Virgiala  will  m  easily  conceived  by 
yoo.  sir,  whaa  yoo  cone  to  re-persne  the  terms 
of  me  pcoelamatioa  and  bear  ia  mind  the  ehnr- 
ae««  of  the  State  which  yoo  so  mil  know.  Tho 
dioek  was  riectrie  aad  uoiversal.  The  comoaoa- 
wealth  rose  en  moose.  Her  moontains,  fields,  and 
foreatts,  poured  forth  their  armed  multitudes,  who 
rushed  from  all  directions  to  surround  and  cover 
their  metroptlis  from  British  outrage  and  pollu- 
tion, and  chastise  the  insoleoce  which  bad  just 
triumphed  over  Washington.  It  was,  no  doubt, 
tbe  presence  of  this  nnmerous  eoooourse  at  Rich- 
mond, or  upon  their  march  to  it  from  the  eouotry, 
which  has  produced  the  irapreasioo  tbat  the  Gov- 
ernor had  made  an  indiscreet  use  of  tbe  power  <^ 
defence  with  which  he  was  intrusted.  But  this 
is  not  tbe  laot.  The  coneourse  of  wbieb  we 
have  epofcea  form  no  part  of  the  charge  whieh 
wa  DOW  have  agaiatt  the  Uaited  States.  They 
wen  not  kept  ia  umu.  Their  services  wen  not 
aeeepted.  It  was,  indeed,  with  iaiaite  diffieoliy, 
nnd  infinite  address  on  the  part  <tf  tho  Govomor, 
and  with  the  most  painful  relucuoce,  and  even 
tears  of  regret  on  theirs,  that  the  generous  impulse 
which  baa  brought  tbem  together  could  be  so  far 
repressed  as  tbat  they  eouM  be  prevailed  upon  to 
retora  to  their  homes,  and  trust  tho  defeneo  and 
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hoaor  of  the  Sute  to  the  iroops  which  the  Gov- 
anor  had  alreadr  emhodied.  Bat  thef  did  re- 
torn;  the  sense  of  doty  and  order,  which  forms  a 
DO  less  hooorable  part  of  their  character  than 
their  ardor  of  palriotism,  prerailiog  over  every 
eonaideration  of  personal  feeliog. 

The  aezt  direetioo  which  the  QoTcroor  re- 
ceived from  the  Deparimeot  of  War,  was  the 
Scereury's  letter,  herewith,  (No.  3,)  of  the  6th 
of  September,  annoaociog  that  the  enemy  bad 
received  a  reiaforeemeat  at  the  mouth  of  Patui- 
ant,  that  ihe  ooited  squadrons  were  descending 
the  bay,  that  Rtehpaond  was  one  of  their  objects, 
and  repeatiog  again  the  solemn  injunotloo,  "be 
piepared  to  meet  the  enemy."  Thus,  in  every 
ustaaae,  the  Goverow  of  Virginia  is  thrown  by 
the  General  Govcraownt  upon  his  own  energies 
and  own  indgivent,  without  nay  notification  of 
the  caemyrs  atrength.  or  tba  (loantam  of  resist- 
wiee  which  it  would  be  ezpadunt  for  him  to  call 
into  the  fleld. 

To  meet  the  advance  guard,  as  it  may  be  called, 
of  the  same  ennny,  the  President  of  the  United 
Btatci,aelinf  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  bad 
made  a  etU  lo  the  month  of  June  or  July,  unless 
we  are  miiinformed,  of  fifteen  ifaoosand  men. 
To  meet  the  united  squadrons  at  Baltimore,  we 
are  advised  that  from  eighteen  to  twenty  thousand 
men  were  called  to  the  defence  of  that  place. 
To  meet  the  same  enemy,  at  the  same  crisis,  the 
Governor  of  Virgioia  had  never  In  the  field  more 
than  between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand  men. 

We  hand  you,  herewith,  the  several  general 
orders  calling  out  troops  on  the  occasion  of  the 
ftnt  approach  of  tht  enemy  within  our  Capes,  as 
fclao  after  the  fall  of  Washingtiu,  nambered  4,  &, 
tod  6,  aad  aabmit  it  with  eoofidenee  lo  your  judg- 
ment, whether  these  calls  caa  be  considered  as 
iadiiereet.  Whether  you  take  the  standard  of 
theealt  for  Washington,  or  that  for  Baltimore; 
or  eonaider  the  accessibility  of  Richmond,  by  the 
ehannela  either  of  York  or  James  river,  and  the 
eonseqaent  necessity  of  guarding,  with  equal 
atreagth,  both  those  avenues  of  approach — of 
guarding  them,  too,  with  raw  militia  against 
reterao  and  highly  disciplined  troops,  inured  to 
victory  j— it  seems  very  clear  that  those  calls,  if 
censurable  at  all,  are  rather  censur^e  for  their 
moderation  than  their  eieess. 
'  To  these  documents,  we  will  add  only  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  21st  Septem- 
ber, written  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  our 
preparations,  and  when  they  were  at  the  highest ; 
u  which  tetter,  so  far  is  be  from  eeoanring  the 
magnitade  of  those  preparatioaa,  that  he  is  cob- 
sidered  thereby  as  having  approved  and  sanc- 
tiooed  them.  If  this  eooatruction  he  right,  there 
will  be  no  occasion,  we  trust,  of  giving  voa  any 
further  trouble  on  this  branch  of  itie  eUirna  of 
Viigioia  for  reimbursemeat. 

We  ar^  air,  rery  respectfully,  Ac. 

WILLIAM  WIRT, 
JOHN  CHBW. 
Hon.  Wh.  H.  Cbawpobd, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  namb«  of  the 
irnops  on  any  given  day  previous  to  the  15ih  of 

pc«mber.  Many  of  tbem  were  discharged  im- 
iiiedLstety  upon  their  arrival,  and  before  they  woe 
t>rgaoized  upon  any  regular  plan,  or  reports  eosld 
hi;  received  from  them.  This  was  particolsrlf 
Hie  case  with  the  cavalry.  Of  this speciesoT fores 
II  was  foond  that  the  Governor's  proctaasuon 
and  the  general  orders  of  the  26ib  of  Attest  bad 
brought  into  the  field  a.lai^  proportioa  tbaa 
was  necessary  ;  eonsequeatly,  on  the  12th  of  Sep* 
tember,  seventeen  troops  were  discharged,  of 
which  eight  were  Tolnnieers,  and  the  rcsMi* 
draughts. 

Capteia  Prosser's  troop  of  cavalry  waa  aM 
into  service  on  the  a6th  August,  and  pciftt— ^ 
videite  duty  between  Richmond  and  Waski^i" 
City  until  the  lOih  of  Septoober,  when  itn> 

discharged. 

Colonel  Boykin  took  the  field  on  theiMiof 
AiiBtist,  with  about  eight  hundred  meB,aBdeoB- 
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led  in  service  ontil  the  13ih  September.  He 
I  statioDed  at  GftbiD  poiot,  od  James  river. 
?he  foregoios;  si&tenieotind  rf  marks  relate  to 

measares  adopted  by  the  Executive  of  Vir- 
ia  for  the  defence  of  Richmond,  Petersburg, 
1  the  shores  of  York  and  James  river,  to^tber 
h  such  poiota  of  our  maritime  frootier  as 
Id  be  protected  by  that  force ;  doe  regard  be- 

had  to  thesafeijr  of  the  Metropolis. 
The  situation  of  the  other  exposed  parts  of  Vir- 
ia  will  be  seen  by  an  ezaminatioo  of  the  letters 
m  the  eommaoding  officers  to  those  parts. 

G.  W.  QOOGH,  Adj,  GefLj  Va. 

No.  1. 

Wab  Dipabthbnt,  Attg.  31, 1814. 
3ib:  We  have  this  momeat  received  ioforma- 
n,  the  correctness  of  which  is  not  doabled,  that 
I  enemy  evacuated  Nottiogham  yesterday,  at 
o'clock.  The  barges  moved  down  about  4 
lock.  It  is  believed  that  they  embarked  from 
□edict  last  evening  and  this  moroiog.  I  give 
s  notice  for  your  information  asearly  as  possi- 
as  it  may  have  a  bearing  on  your  arraoge- 
!Qtsfor  the  defence  of  yourseciion  of  the  eoan  try. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  year  Excellency's  most 
edieot  servant,  JAMBS  MONROE. 

His  Bx'cy,  J.  BABBoaa, 

GofKnar  of  Virginiay  JH^mond, 

No.  2. 

Wab  DBPARTHEirr,  Sept.  1,  1814. 
Sib  :  The  enemy  have  embarked  on^bMrd  their 
■ascis  on  the  Patoxeol,  and  will,  as  I  presume, 

execution  of  their  desolating  system,  proceed 
imediatel]r  to  some  other  of  oar  priDcipal  towns, 
ichmond  is  known  to  be  one  on  which  they 
ive  fixed  their  attention;  Norfolk  and  Balii- 
ore  are  others.   Against  which  they  wilt  move, 

the  first  instancy  will  probably  not  be  known, 
itil  they  land  their  meo  in  a  marked  direction 
wards  it. 

Be  on  your  guard,  prepared  at  every  point,  and 
all  eircaiinstaoces,  to  repel  the  invaders. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  MONROE. 

The  QovEBHOR  of  the 

jSfo/e  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 

A  copy  of  the  original. 

G.  W.  OOOCH,  Adj.  Oau,  Va. 

No.  2. 

Dbpabtmbmt  op  Wab,  Seft.  6, 1614. 
Sib:  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  ene- 
ly's  iquadroD  has  passed  our  battery,  at  the 
Vhite  Hous^oa  the  Potomac  river.  It  was  im* 
osubla  to  eoUeat  such  a  nomber  of  heavy  pieces, 
I  ihc  picseM  slate  of  affairs  here,  as  to  pre- 
eni  It. 

The  fleet  which  bad  descended  the  I^toxent, 
Hth  the  troops  on  board,  lately  emplejred  against 
■u  city ,  and  a  ranfoiotmaBi  aiaea  reeairad,  which 


had  paused  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  on  account, 
as  was  aopposed,  of  the  detention  of  this  squad- 
ron, descended  the  bay  jresterday,  either  for  the 
Potomac  or  some  other  object  lower  down  the  bay. 
As  it  doubtless  will  immediately  know  that  the 
squadron  has  passed  otir  battery,  it  may  proceed 
to  such  other  object ;  which  must  be,  I  presunie, 
if  it  has  one  in  the  bay,  either  Norfolk  or  Rich- 
mond. 

I  hasten  to  give  you  this  intelligence,  that  von 
may  be  prepared  to  meet  tbe  enemy,  should  they 
present  themselves  at  either  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respeetfolhr,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  JAMBS  MONROB. 

His  Bx*ey  the  Govibnob  op  Tibqihia. 

No.  4. 

Dbpabtmbmt  op  Wab,  Sept.  19, 1814. 

Sir:  The  enemy  has  passed  down  the  bay,  ooi 
of  sight,  below  Annapulis.  It  may  be  presumed 
that  they  will  attack  either  Richmond  or  Norfolk. 

Tbe  force  collected  near  Richmond  is,  I  trust, 
folly  adequate  to  its  defence. 

Norfolk,  Gknerat  Porter  writes  me,  is  not  so 
well  prepared-  Cannot  some  additional  force  ba 
tbrowo  in  to  its  aid?  I  fear  the  reinforcement 
from  North  Carolina  will  not  arrive  there  in  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant 

JAMES  MONROB. 
His  Bz*ey  the  Gotbbhob  op  Viboihu. 

Wab  Dbpabthbnt,  Oct.  6, 1814. 

Sib:  For  the  expenditure  attending  the  militia 
who  have  been  called  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  by  this  Department,  or  the  commander 
of  the  military  district  No.  5,  the  United  Stales 
are  regularly  chargeable. 

For  any  advances  made  by  tbe  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  support  of  such  troops,  reimburse- 
ment is  of  course  due. 

No  call  of  the  militta,  except  in  the  modes  above 
stated,  is  obligatory  on  the  United  Suies.  In  the 
case  under  consideration,  it  is  true,  that  the  call 
made  by  the  Bzecuitve  of  the  State  was  notified 
to  this  Governmeni^  with  a  request  that  the  mili- 
tia might  he  uken  into  the  service  of  the  UniMd 
States.  Tbi^  however,  does  not  remove  the  ob- 
jection to  the  right  in  a  Slate,  at  its  discretion, 
to  subject  the  United  States  to  such  expenses. 

Tbe  President  is  aware  that  tbe  predatory  in- 
cui^sioDs  of  the  enemy,  and  the  menace  of  a  more 
serious  attack  on  the  principal  cities  along  our 
seaboard,  made  an  extra  call  of  militia,  in  certain 
case&  necessary.  Whether  the  troops  which  were 
called  into  service  by  tbe  Executive  of  Virginia, 
fur  the  defence  of  Riehmondj  are  more  than  were 
necessary  for  the  purpose,  is  a  question  which 
could  not  be  immediately  decided:  it  will  be 
attended  to  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit. 
In  making  the  deeisioo,  regard  must  be  had  to 
jut  prineiplei,  taking  into  view  similar  elainu  of 
other  States. 

W<n  tha  prcaenl^  I  am  authorized  to  stBta  that 
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OM  hQndnd  ibouiud  dolltn  will  be  adfiBoed' 
to  EUmuUtc,  od  aeeoaatof  moncjr  iMid  by  it 
!•  support  of  the  troop*  iji  tbe  service  of  tbe  Uoi- 
ted  Bifttei,  in  the  ftrat  innlaoce,  and  the  balance 
on  aooeoBt  id  the  other  elaiaii  alluded  to,  which 
we  hereafter  to  be  a^uited. 

Oa  the  propotittoD  to  take  the  militia  now  as- 
eeabled  for  tbe  defence  of  Ricbnoad  into  tbe 
serriee  of  tbe  United  States,  1  bare  to  state  that 
it  wiU  be  attceded  to  as  to  foar  tbonsand  of  these 
tioop^prorided  tbe  Execntive  of  the  State  should 
be  «  opinion  that  they  nay  be,  in  the  present 
Im  menaeinf  poetnre  of  the  enemy,  ^red  from 
theiinreaent  service,  to  be  employed  between  this 
and  Baltimore,  in  lieu  of  a  like  number  lately 
called  from  tbe  State  for  that  purpose. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
▼oar  obedient  eemnt, 

JAMAS  MONROE. 


CLAIM  FOR  FltlZE  MONBY. 


[Cemnmnkated  to  the  Senate,  Deeenber  88, 1816.] 
Wasbirotoh,  Dee.  20, 1815. 

Sib  :  In  support  of  tbe  petition  presented  to  the 
honorable  tbe  Senate  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
refereed  to  their  honorable  Naval  Committee, 
prayiDg  remuneration  to  those  interested,  for  tbe 
captures  made  by  tbe  late  United  Slates  brig 
Argus,  under  the  command  of  my  late  broiber 
W3Uam  H.  Allenu  I  hare  the  hoaor  to  present, 
herewith,  a  letter  from  Beiuanin  Homan*,  Ea)., 
of  the  Nary  Department,  to  loe,  with  a  chart  of 
the  track  m  the  Arg ua,  and  a  liat  of  the  Teasek 
ahe  e^ptared,  dke.,  and  tbe  dovnmeali  that  wen 
found  on  board  those  vessela. 

The  chart  shows  the  eenrse  of  the  Argas  from 
UOrient,  up  the  westers  eeasi  of  Ireland,  into  the 
river  Sbsonoo,  tod  tbence  round  into  St.  George's 
Channel,  where  ahe  was  captuied.  The  redlet- 
lers  oD  the  list  of  vessels  indieate  the  time  and 
place  of  their  capture  on  the  chart. 

h  appearf,  upon  eiamioation,  that  no  iaroices 
were  found  on  beard  the  oaptiuwt  vessels ;  those 
appertaining  to  the  vessels  bound  ooasiwiae  were 
probably  sent  overland  by  mail ;  bqt  I  am  unable 
to  account  Tor  the  abseaoe  of  tbe  others ;  tbe  bills 
of  lading  that  were  signed  were  probably  likewise 
sent  by  mail  >  and  the  bills  of  lading  au  euattun- 
bouss  docamcats  herewith,  are  the  only  or  chief 
means  by  which  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  tbe 
ousoea  can  be  formed.  Lieotooau  Watsoa,  of 
the  Argus,  do  his  mum  from  SUi^and  lo  this 
eoiutry,  delivered  at  tbe  Navy  Denitneot.a  re- 
port respecting  the  value,  &cu,  of  these  vessels 
and  their  cargoes,  which  he  estimated  at  about 
three  millions  of  doUais,  as  will  be  seen  by  relcr- 
ring  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Homans.  I  cannot 
find  this  report,  and  Lieutenant  Watson  is  absent 
from  this  country.  His  meaas  of  aseettaining 
their  value  from  the  officers  of  tbe  captured  ves- 
sel^ and  while  in  Engl^pd,  were  mwoh  gmier 


thim  th4  pnyers  yresMted  herewith  nlonsifeidt! 
but,  unwilling  to  overrate  tbe  anount,  and  iaoider 
to  make  adeqnate  allowance  for  each  aa  fn^| 
shonld  there  be  atty  in  this  report,  I  have  thoagKi 
.best  10  stale  the  sum  in  tbe  petttioo  M  fire  kmA>  I 
ted  thoOBand  ddlars  less  than  is  caprewri  ia  Ut  | 
report.  i 

I  made  application  at  tbe  Nav  jr  Departweni  is ' 
the  log-book  of  the  Argui^  Which,  pcrhap,  eon*  i 
tains  some  ioformation  of  imjwrc&ace  oo  tbeiab- 
jeot,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  found;  aa  soeeuit' 
is  discovered,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  add  the  evidmcB  < 
it  may  afford  to  that  pMseated  new. 

Some  of  the  vessels  taken  were  very  valnUi^ ' 
and  among  them  were  those  from  the  West  Isdin. , 
The  cargo  of  the  Bedford  alone  (with  Irish  lisea, 
dbc,  framJDuhUn  fw  London)  woaM  have  bioa^i 
in  this  country  nearly  one-nuUion  of  deHso. 

I  hav4  not  been  able  to  ascertain  of  what  kill 
or  qnatity  were  the  goods  dtieflf  composing  (J* 
o»Ko  of  tbe  brigantine  Ann ;  but  they  weie  aost 
prooaUy  linen  mannfaotures,  and,  u  fiee,  wess 
very  valuable.  I  have  wduen  to  ascertain  thcif 
character  from  Dennison,  the  Purser  of  the  A^ 
gus,  who  is  at  Baltimore.  The  schooner  HatiUs 
and  ship  Betsey  were  the  ivcssels  recaptured  by 
the  enemy. 

The  schooner  Salamanca,  captured  oo  the  pes- 
ssge  from  this  country  to  Fraace,  was  so  arme4 
Government  vessel,  as  her  pspers  show ;  and  thi 
principle  upon  which  awards  have  already  beea 
made  for  tbe  destruction  Of  the  national  vessdf 
of  the  enemy,  apidies  fuUy  to  her.  Aod  wbii 
prevents  the  application  of  tl»  same  principle 
where  tbe  commerce  of  tbe  eneiny  bu  been  de- 
stroyed  1  As  having  reduced  tbe  actual  power  of 
the  enemy,  the  capture  of  a  few  of  tbeir  aatioail 
vessels  cannot  be  considered  of  much  imponaaee, 
their  whole  namber  being  so  great,  and  toe  aesas 
of  replacing  those  that  were  lost  so  extenfl're,  it 
can  only  be  justly  prized  as  having  lessened  the 
naval  repaution  or  the  enemy  while  it  incteued 
our  own,  aod  raised  the  glory  of  the  nauon. 
Aside  Trom  this  last  consideration,  the  demolitioD 
of  tbe  enemy's  instruments  of  annoyance  fini 
claim  to  ao  greater  reward  than  the  destroetioD 
of  the  means  by  which  those  instruments  are  ob- 
uined.  A  nation  eaoaoi  long  support  a  wu, 
from  which  tbe  means  are  taken  that  enabled  bet 
to  operate  against  an  enemy  j  but  leave  her  tbe 
means,  and  she  will  always  be  armed,  being  ai  sU 
times  able  to  replace  her  losses.  To  attack  tfce 
commene  of  the  saemy  was,  therefore,  ite  iKsi 
mode  of  wounding  her,  and  upon  that  eoarietion 
were  the  orders  to  my  brother  predicated ;  it 
which  the  honorable  flieeretary  of  the  Navy  ob- 
serves, "  in  no  way  can  the  enemy  be  made  v 
feel  our  hMlilUf  so  eftoiuftl^,  as  tqr  annari'l 
and  desuoyiog  his  commeree,  fiaheric^  and  em*' 
ing  trade ;  this  would  carry  the  war  home  ta  ikiir 
direct  feelings  and  interests,  and  woold  pcetee 
an  astootshing  eenmtien."  And  the  ae^usl  ^ 
monstraied  that  hostility  in  thnt  form  vss*' 
mors  dreadful  and  deeuaettve  to  hei  iaiivt^ 
than  any  other  which  it  eoold  assume. 

lo  aoMber  view,  the  chum  of  the  Mki«t  ** 
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csotidmtloD  it  mt  Icwt  as  •Monf.  A  law  of  tbe 
Uttited  Slates  gfTM  id  eapton  tM  nwiety  of  ihetr 
eapcam}  and  Tbtliaira  iIm  ponlioB  iaeorreet,  that 
tbe  prc^ertr  ia  tbenn  rests  the  raomeat  they  are 
eapturea.  Sat  the  power  to  eoorert  auch  prop- 
srty  before  eondemaaiioa  is  not  possessed  either 
by  ihe  United  States  or  tkeesptorsj  and  theUoi- 
ted  States  hare  no  greater  aatfaority  to  dispose  of 
ii,  either  befbra  or  after  ooademDatioa,  than  is 
enjoywl  hj  tbe  eaptors.  Sff  late  brotlMr  was, 
tbertfore,  eempallea  by  his  orders  to  destroy  what 
wtwdly  beloDiged  in  part  to  biiDself  and  his  orew ; 
Bad  the  Execative  anthority  barring  exercised  the 
power  of  directing  the  disposal  oT  those  eaptures 
fa  a  way  that  dcprtved  the  ei^ors  of  their  prop- 
erty >D  ibcm,  they  have,  it  is  hombly  eonceired, 
a  JIM  elaim  spoA  Uie  U«ited  Ststea  for  iodem- 
aity.  There  is  soiaathiw  avcratng,  under  exist- 
ing laws,  for  tbtt  gtiae  aad  men  eaplured,  bat  the 
amoaot  is  very  snail. 

The  eoaiiiniad  loss  of  steep,  together  with  the 
excessive  faligne  eonseqaeat  npon  such  a  rapid 
HRoesston  of  eaptaees,  and  the  extrene  waiteh- 
falaess  necessair  in  so  exposed  aaituaiioo,  disa- 
bled tbe  Argus  from  making  so  great  a  resisuaoe 
Eo  her  more  pewerfol  eaemy  as  she  might  othev- 
irise  hare  done.  And  althoogb  rictory  hwtg  no 
anrels  over  tbe  tombs  o(  tbow  who  tell,  nor  on 
iha  brows  of  tbe  sornrors,  their  misfortune  has 
let  autlied^the  1km»  of  our  arms,  nor  dinainislwd 
heir  title  to  the  renemjiranee  of  their  eonntry. 

Wifh  the  stMDgest  eonrietioa  of  the  justice 
tnd  liberal  sentinenis  of  tbe  honorable  genilemen 
if  tba  Scoftle^  to  whose  oensideration  this  sat^ieet 
MM  been  referred,  I  shall  look  with  eonldant  hope 

0  a  AiTorable  result. 

i  iMve  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
rour  obedient  humUe  serrant, 

THOMAS  J.  ALL^, 

Attorney  and  agent. 
The  Hon.  Charles  Tait, 

Cftolnnois  Co^-  en  Honioi  ^fftdtt,  ■ 

Natt  Depabtment,  Dee.  13, 18Uw 
Sib  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Naval 
/«aiinitiee  of  the  Senate,  in  compliance  wiUi 
our  request  of  the  8th  insiant,  ibe  serenl  papers 
erewUh,  aiarked  A  and  B.  The  papers  marked 
L  eoBUin  a  list  of  all  the  merebant  vessels  eap- 
ared  1^  the  pnbtte  armed  ships  of  the  United 
tfates- wiring  the  late  war,  and  sabseqnenily  de- 
[foyad  M  aea  m  ohedince  to  th«  ordtis  of  this 
Mpisrnsieat  to  that  eflbst. 
The  pttp9n  marited  B  contain  iha  orders,  and 
ctnots  frona  sash  pans  of  orders,  to  the  boaa- 
landeva  of  the  sbli»  and  v«h«1s  of  war  ander 
rhieh  tbe  vessels  eaptored  were  destroyed  at  sea. 
Tboae  eaptared  Teasels  wtiich  were  seat  to  the 
Faiiad^  States,  and  arrived  safely,  are  net  jnclodcd, 
or  those  which  were  manned  for  the  United 
tmteWf  or  friendly  ports  in  Bnrape,  end  afterwards 
teaptwed,  with  a  namher  of  others  which  were 
beratvd  as  cartels  j  tbe  list  bsiog  exetasively 
»D^a«d  to  the  oapniiod  vessels  deswiycd,  as  fer 

1  the  jomttala  tnd  Mpom  hare  -ha en  laadB  to 


ttis  DepaMmeAt  by  the  aenrd  enutaBdiBg.  of- 
ficers. 

1  have  the  boner  to  be,  very  raqnctfally,  sifi 
your  obsdieat  serrmt, 

B.  W.  CR0WMIN8H1ELD. 
The  Hon.  ORSKLxa  Tait, 

C^axrman  Naval  Com,  of  Seitale. 

A. 

St€Uement  of  ail  the  vesfeU,  other  than  vet$d$ 
war,  vhuA  were  taken  and  dettroyed  by  t£s 
Navy  of  the  United- Slmtm,  during  the  late  war 

with  Great  Britain. 

By  the  frwate  Essex— Brig  Hero,  Aogttst  1^ 
1813;  brig  Mary,  August  9, 1812;  schooner  Eli- 
xabeffa,  Deieember,  1812;  ship  OreeBWieh,  May 
28, 1613;  ship  Hector,  Blay  28, 1913;  ship  Cath- 
erine, May  28, 1813. 

By  the  frigate  Constitntion^Srig  Lady  War- 
ren, Aogast  11,  1812;  brig  Adeona,  August  12, 
1812 ;  schooner  Phcsnix,  Febnavy  18, 1814 ;  brig 
Caibarioe,  February  19. 1814;  brig  Lord  Relsoa, 
Decamber  24, 1814. 

By  the  frigate  President— Brig  Trarelhfr,  July 
3, 1812 ;  brig  Duchess  of  PoMlaod,  July  4,  1813 ; 
brig  J«ao  and  Ann,  July  13,  1813;  brtg  Daphne, 
July  18,  1813;  brig  Alert,  Jnly  29,  1813;  ship 
Wanderer.  Jsouary  S.  1814;  ship  Edward,  Janu- 
ary 9,  18l4;  schooner  Juoatban,  January  9, 1814. 

By  the  corvette  Adams— Schooner  Prince  Re- 
gent, January  39,  1814;  sehboner  Industry,  Feb- 
roary  0, 1814;  schooner  Nayntim  Fairy,  March 
4, 18141  brig  Mentor,  Jane  24, 1614;  brig  Mary, 
Jane  98, 1814;  schooner  Fhvorlta,  Jaly  &  1814; 
ship  Paris,  August  7, 1814;  sefaooaar  UBrfa,  A»- 
gost  16, 1814. 

By  tfatf  frigate  Ghesapeakio— Brig  Livnpoel 
Hero,Jaaaaryl4,18ia 

By  Ihe  ^p^f-war  Wa8p>-Barqne  NebMVft, 
Jme  3, 1814;  brig  WilUam,  June  13, 1«14;  brig 
PaMaa,  Juoa  1&  1614;  siiip  Ottage  Bovea,  Jwte 
1814;  bi4g  Regolaior,  Julr  4, 1814;  schooner 
JeBny,  July  6,  1&14;  brig  Lettiee,  August  38, 
1814}  brig  Boa  Accord,  Aagust  31, 1814)  brig 
Mary,  September  1, 1914;  brtg  Three  Brottma, 
Sepcember  1^  1814;  brv  Bacchus,  Sepsorter 
14^  1814. 

By  tbe  rioo)HifwM  Peaeotk^BrigSea  Flow- 
er, June  17,  1814;  brk;  Sinaeer,  Jvly  5,  1814; 
sloop  Feftisode.  Jaly  S,  1M4;  brig  Tea  Us,  July  f, 
1814:  sloepLeith  netau,  August  1, 1814;  sloop 
Wilbam  and  Aan,  Augvsc  8.  ISHtjlot^  PcRir 
and  Jaoe,  AupM  3, 1814  ;  harqae  William,  Aa- 
gust 14.  1814;  brig  Bellona,  Aagost  81,  m4; 
brig  TriioB,  August  3&  1814;  bng  Duek,  Sea- 
tenber  3,  1814;  ship  Marv,  October  12,  1814; 
ship  Union,  Jane  18,  1814;  ship  Brio  de  Mar, 
Jane  S9, 1814. 

By  the  brig  Siren— Ship  Banou,  May,  1814; 
brig  Adventurer,  May,  1814. 

By  the  (<loop^f-war  Hnuet-^Brig  Resolutton, 
February  4, 1811 

By  the  trigs  BatilesaakB  and  ftMerorfae  Brig 
lUdiblen  FMMary  7, 18U. 
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Br  the  tloop^-wmt  FroUc— Brif  Little  Foi, 
March  17, 1814;  schooner  ,  April  3, 1814. 

Bt  the  brig  Rattlesoftke^Brig  JobD,  Jane  10, 
1814;  briff  Crown  Prince.  Jane  82, 1814, 

Bt  the  orig  Argaa — Scbooner  Silamanca,  brig 
Riebnrd,  brig  Fower,  sloop  Ladf  FrMcet,  brig 
AllitDM,thip  Barhaaoea,»hip  Mariner,  sloop  John 
ud  Thomas,  sloop  Dinmfa  and  Betsey,  brig  Ann, 
ship  defiaoeci  brig  Baltic,  tod  brig  Bedford.  The 
pneise  time  of  eiptnre  of  these  resseb  is  not 
known ;  it,  however,  occurred  aboat  the  begin- 
ning of^AagDsi,  1813. 

BMAPrrauTioa. 

Essex   6 

CoDstituion      "      -      >    ■  >  5 

Preaideai   8 

CorrMM  Adams       ...  8 

Chesapeake      ....  i 

Wasp   11 

Peawck   14 

Biren   2 

Rattlesnake  and  Enterprise  1 

Frolie   3 

Rattlesnake      -  S 

Argas,   13 

Hornet      .....  i 


Total 


74 


Naty  DBPABTHEHT,7une5, 1813. 

Sib  :  When  the  honorable  Mr.  Crawford,  Min- 
ister Plenipoteniiarf  from  the  United  Sutes  to 
France,  is  ready  for  departure,  you  will  receive 
him  and  his  snite  on  board,  and  proceed,  with  the 
first  farorable  opportnoity,  to  sea,  directing  your 
course,  without  deriating  for  any  other  object,  to 
the  first  port  in  France.  In  all  probabiliiy  you 
will  find  Brest  or  LM^rient  the  easiest  of  access ; 
bai  ^ovld  jrou  have  an  opportunity  of  landing 
the  Minister,  on  any  part  of  the  conat  of  France, 
yon  nuj  tb«reby  aroid  much  risk  in  attempting 
to  enter  a  port  Mfore  which  you  may  find  a  hos- 
tile squadron.  But  in  whatever  way  yon  may 
cffiect  the  firet  object  of  f  oat  destinaiion,  you  will 
then  proceed  opon  a  cruise  against  the  commerce 
and  light  cruisers  of  the  enemy,  which  yon  will 
capture  and  destroy  in  all  eases ;  unless  their  val- 
ue and  qualiiies  shall  render  it  morally  certain 
that  tbe^  may  reach  a  safe  and  not  distant  port. 
Indeed,  in  the  present  sute  of  the  eoemy'n  force, 
there  are  very  few  cases  that  would  justify  the 
nuoning  of  a  prize ;  because,  the  chances  of  reach- 
ing a  cafe  port  are  infinitely  against  the  attempt, 
and  the  weakening  tbe  crew  oi  the  Argus  might 
CKpose  you  to  an  anequal  contest  with  the  enemy. 

It  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  the  enemy 
should  be  made  to  teel  theefiecisof  oarhoktiltty. 
and  o(  bis  barbarous  system  of  war&re ;  and  in 
no  way  can  we  so  effectually  aeeompliah  that 
«lqeci,  as  by  aoDoyiog  and  destroying  his  com- 
merce, fisheries,  and  coasting  trade.  .The  laiier 
is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  is  much  more 
«zpoBed  to  iha  attack  of  taeh  a  ressel  as  the  Ar- 


gns,  than  is  genemliy  undeistood.  This  nooU 
carry  the  war  home  directly  to  their  fediapud 
interests,  and  produce  an  astonishing  sestauea. 

For  thin  purpose,  the  cruising  ground  froa  tbi 
entrance  of  the  British  chaoDel  to  Cape  CItst, 
down  the  eoaet  of  Ireland,  Mcnas  tcK  and  alo8| 
the  northeast  coast  of  England,  woqU  cnplOTi 
month  or  six  weeks  to  great  adnntigt.  TIm 
coasting  fieeis  on  this  traek  are  iameudy  rala- 
able;  and  you  wiould  also  be  in  the  way  of  their 
West  India  homeward  fleet,  and  of  tho«  to  u4 
from  Spata,  Portugal  and  the  MeditenaaMi. 
When  yon  are  prepared  to  leave  this  gronad,  y«s 
may  pass  round  the  northwest  of  Ireland,  toww 
Fair  Island  pawage,  in  the  traek  of  the  Ajthia|d 
fieet^  returning  home  in  August  and  Sepmnbet. 

When  it  shall  be  abaoluuty  necessary  uretan 
home,  you  will  pursue  such  rovteas  may  best  pro- 
mote the  objects  of  your  cruise,  and  endearor  U 
make  some  Easiern  port;  perhaps  Portaoooth 
may  be  as  easy  of  access,  and  as  eooreoiea^  in 
other  respects,  as  any  other. 

On  yoor  arrival  in  France  yos  will,  with  ihi 
aid  of  Mr.  Crawford,  be  better  able  te  fona  u 
opinion  of  the  expediency  of  attcmptii^  to  mi 
prizes  into  Fraac^orof  touching  there  tarej|iki- 
ub  your  stores  in  order  to  protract  your  cruMfc 

Tour  own  diapoaition,  and  the  aaiabfe  cbu* 
aeter  of  the  Minister,  insure  to  him  tbe  kiadtf 
attention  on  your  part ;  and  I  am  persuaded  thu 
you  will  derive  the  most  ample  gratification  froa 
such  an  intercourse.  Youi  taleataand  honorable 
services  are  deeply  impressed  upon  this  Depsft* 
meal,  and  will  not  cease  to  exeiie  iu  atteniioo. 

Wisbiog  you  a  prosperous  and  honorable  eniii^ 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaoi, 

WH.  JONES. 

Lieutenant  Wh.  H.  Allbm, 

CbmaMmding  (/.  S.  Mg  Argut. 


C^am  Charkt  6l«wart,  ammmdSig  tkt  M 
Statet'  JrigaU  Cmttitution,  dated  Sftmtr  I*, 

laia. 

The  oemmeree  of  the  enemy  is  the  nost  T^Me 
able  point  we  can  etuck,  and  its  destmetioa  ib 
main  object;  and  to  this  end  all  your  efxa 
should  be  directed.  Therefore,  nntess  your  priui 
shall  be  very  valuable,  and .  Jiear  a  friendly  foti, 
it  will  be  imprudent,  and  worse  than  uaelei^U 
attempt  to  send  them  in ;  the  chances  of  nespivt 
are  excessively  great ;  the  crew,  and  the  t^J_^ 
ibe  ship  under  your  command,  would  bediout- 
isbed  and  endangered,  as  well  as  your  on  Umt, 
and  tbe  nsiional  honor,  by  hasarding  a  battle  sfw 
ibe  reduction  i>f  youroffieersand crew  by  nuaiV 
prizes.  In  every  point  of  view,  then,  it  will  ■* 
proper  to  destroy  what  foa  capture;  except  nl- 
oable  and  compact  articles,  that  may  be  n*' 
shipped.  . 

Tnis  system  gives  to  one  ship  the  fi>«* " 
many;  and,  by  granting  to  priaonan  aoM** 
sufficient  numbers  accumulate,  oar  ■<x*ff^ 
that  bead  will  be  ineiCMed  to  ear  eredi^ 
onlp  &eiliiaie  (he  ezdwngiDi  but 
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Claim  fir  Prize  Monq^. 


reaimuit  to  eur  aafonaotie  coantrjrneD  wbu 
ire.  or  may  be,  esptoced  bjr  the  enemr. 


^slrtui  Utter  from  tie  Seartlaru  ^  the  Nmy  to 
Maimer  Commandant  Gwrn  PttMter,eemmmaing 
tke  United  Statt^  hrig  Sren^  dated  Dteemier  9, 
1818. 

Yoar  owD  obserTBtion  mait  here  proved  to 
rou  bow  precarioasend  aocertain  u  tbe  prcipeet 
>f  gettiD|[  prizes  iotoa  rriendlr  port}  aod  tbat 
,be  aanoiDg  of  a  few  prizes  will  woa  termiDate 
roar  cruise,  and  diminish  yonr  force  so  as  to  jeop- 
trdise  tbe  safety  of  tbe  Siren,  aod  your  owo  rep- 
itatloD,  by  a  chance  conflict  with  an  enemy,  nom- 
naily  your  equal,  but  fully  manned.  With  erery 
Miriotic  officer  prirate  motives  will  yield  to  con- 
liderations  of  public  good }  and  as  tbe  great  object 
ind  end  of  OUT  public  force  is  to  harass  and  dis- 
ress  the  enemy,  and  as  the  most  effectnal  annoy- 
iDce  is  the  destruction  of  his  trade  and  eommeree, 
I  ought  lb  be  tbe  ruling  principle  of  action  with 
!Tery  commander. 

A  single  erni^r,  if  ever  so  soeeessfnl,  can  mian 
rata  few  prizes,  and  CTery  prize  is  a  serious  dim- 
nution  of  her  force;  boi  a  single  cruiser,  destroy- 
Dg  every  captore d  vessel,  has  the  capacity  of  eon- 
inuing,  in  fall  vigor,  her  destructive  power  so 
ong  as  her  provisions  and  stores  can  be  replen- 
shed,  either  from  friendly  ports  or  from  tbe  ves- 
lels  captured. 

Thus  has  a  single  cruiser,  upon  the  destructive 
>laD,  the  power,  perhaps,  of  twenty,  acting  upon 
pecuniary  views  alone;  and  thus  may  the  em- 
ployment of  our  small  force,  !□  some  degree,  com- 
pensate for  tbe  great  inequality  compared  with 
(hat  of  the  enemy.  Considered  even  in  a  pecu- 
aiarv  point  of  view,  tbe  chances  of  the  safe  ar- 
rival of  the  prize  are  so  few,  and  of  recapture  by 
;be  enemy,  so  many,  tbat  motives  of  interest 
alone  are  sufficient ;  but  when  we  consider  tbat 
it  is,  in  all  probability,  consignins  tbe  prize  crew 
ton  loathsome  prison,  in  tbe  nandsof  aperfidions 
and  cruel  enemy,  every  just  motive  will  combine 
to  urge  tbe  destructioD,  rarher  than  the  manning, 
of  every  prize. 

Tbe  American  people  and  Qovemment  have 
given  abundant  proof  tbat  they  are  de6cieot  neither 
in  gratitude  nor  generosity.  I,  therefore,  strenu- 
ously urge  and  order  the  destruction  of  every  cap- 
tured vessel  and  <!argo,  unless  so  near  to  a  friendly 
port  as  to  leare  little  doubt  of  safe  arrival,  or  tbat 
the  merchandise  shall  be  so  vatnable  and  compact 
as  to  admit  of  transhipment,  without  injury  to  the 
vessel  under  your  command,  or  to  the  public  ser- 
vice. 

Extract  of  a.  letter  from  the  Seer^ary  of  the  Navj/  to 
Maeter  Commandant  John  Orde  Cretghten,  hamig 
under  hie  command  the  Untied  Stated  briigt  SeS- 
tiemake  and  Bnterpriee,  Lieutenant  Commandant 
James  JRenehaw,  dated  December  S3,  1818. 

Tbe  great  object,  however,  is  the  destruction  of 
tbe  eommeree  of  the  enemy,  and  bringing  into 
port  the  priaoMT^  in  order  to  ezobaue  against 
OQc  iwfntiiHte  cowtfyBflD  wko  maf  nil  kM  tie 


hands.  Yon  will,  therefore,  man  do  prize,  ooImb 
the  value,  place  of  capture,  and  other  favorable  oir- 
eumsunces,  shall  render  her  safe  arrival  morallr 
certain.  As  the  ransoming  of  British  vessels  is 
prohibited  by  a  statute,  and  the  ransom  bonds  de- 
clared void,  you  will  not  agree  to  the  ransoming 
of  any  prize.  Tbe  enemy  has  also,  in  violatioa 
of  his  own  agreement,  ana  of  good  faith,  refused 
to  recognise  cartels  granted  at  sea;  you  will, 
therefore,  grant  no  cartel,  nor  liberate  any  pria- 
oners,  unless  under  clicamatanees  of  extreme  and 
unavoidable  necessity. 

Bea8sored,sir,thattbeconGdeoeeof  ourcountry 
eaanot  be  eobanced  by  any  new  achievements  of 
our  gallant  Navy ;  it  la  do#  entire^  and  the  ser- 
vices of  an  officer  will  now  be  cstimaled  by  the 
extent  of  the  injury  be  may  inflict  upon  the  vital 
interest  of  the  enemy  in  tbe  destrnetion  of  his 
eommeree. 

flnstmetloiiSt  dM  same  as  the  preceding  to  <^lain 
Creigliton,  were  given,  Jsnnan  6,  1814^  to  Haslar 
Commandisnt  Joseph  Bunbridge,  comnianfiag  the 
United  Stales'  sloop  of  war  Piottc] 


Bxtraet  tfa  later  from  the  Sieretaru  ^tie  Nai^  to 
Maeter  Commanaani  Lewie  Wamngienf  command 
ing  the  United  Stides'  do^t-qf'war  FeaeoA,  d^d 

FnaouT  26, 1814. 
You  will  therefore,  sir.  unless  in  some  extraor- 
dinary  eases  that  sbali  clearly  warrant  an  exeep- 
tion,  destroy  all  you  capture  j  and  by  tbns  retain- 
ing your  crew,  and  continuing  yoar  cruise,  yoar 
services  maybe  enhanced  leniMd.  Theserriee 

Jon  may  render  your  country  will  be  estimated 
y  tbe  extent  of  the  injury  you  mar  inflict  upon 
its  implacable  enemy;  and  this  will  ne  best  accom- 
plished in  the  anooyanoe  and  destruction  of  its 
commerce,  from  which  no  other  object  should  be 
suffered  to  divert  your  atteation  for  a  moment. 
With  this  view,  as  well  as  from  the  rational  and 
obvious  policy  opposed  to  this  praetiee,  I  have  it 
in  coamand  from  tbe  President,  strictly  to  pro> 
hibit  the  giving  or  aeeeptiog,  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, a  ehalnnge  to  combat  ship  to  ship. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  the  Naojf  to 
Maeter  Commandant  Johneon  BlakeJy,  command' 
ing  tke  touted  Stated  ebep-t^f'War  mup,  dated 

MaaoH  3;  1814, 
If  the  qualitiea  of  the  Wasp  are  sneh  as  I  feel 
eonfident  they  will  prove  to  be,  yon  cannot  fail 
to  make  a  brilliant  and  productive  cruise.  Yoar 
own  sound  jiidgmeot  aod  observation  will  suffi- 
eicntly  demonstrate  to  you,  bow  extremely  pre- 
carious and  injurious  is  the  attempt  to  send  in  a 
prize,  unless  taken  very  near  a  friendly  port,  and 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  A  fail- 
ure of  success  plices  our  unfortunate  seamen  in 
the  bands  of  tbe  enemy,  dimiDisbes  your  means 
of  achieving  honor  to  yourself  aod  glory  to  your 
country,  curtails  your  crois&  and  subjects  yoii  to 
the  unequal  atuok  of  a  foe,  aomtoally  your 
equal,  but  fully  manned.  Hence,  it  is  evident, 
thai  poUey,  intarest,  and  doty,  conbiM  ta  ikm* 
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tbe  deslnietioQ  of  ill  captsret,  with  ibs  abor«  ei- 
otptioos.  It  is  a  fftctt  object  with  the  enemf  to 
eaptflre  and  detain  to  prisoo,  our  leamea ;  aad 
thu  can  only  be  eooDteracted  hj  capturing  aod 
brioging  iato  port  ao  Cjqual  nnmber ;  this  is  an 
object  of  great  natioBal  importaoce ;  the  releasiag 
at  aeaoa  parole,  though  practised  bjr  all  eirilized 
*  mdoas,  is  atterly  disregarded  bj  oar  enetny. 
[loslrDCtmia  relative  to  the  disposition  of  eaptnres, 
tte  aBne  as  the  imoedinf,  were  fiveOi  March  16, 
1814,  to  Master  QooiMadaat  Char  lea  D.  Ridgelj, 
cnamaading  Oie  United  Statai'  dovp  vt-wn  B«le.j 


Exirad  of  a  letter  Jrotn  Me  Beentary  aftlu  Jiavy  to 
C^i€dn  Ckarha  SUwmit  eommmdmg  tk»  Vnited 
Stated  frigate  Conttitutiiih  daUd 

NOTEHBBB  S9,  }814. 
Haring, on  former  oecasioni,  ai^ged  the  supericw 
^licy  and  adraatagc  of  deatroyiog  the  captures 
yen  majr  make,  ia  preference  to  the  hazardous  at- 
Minpt  to  send  ihea  ia,  ooleu  in  the  vioiailf  of  a 
frieodljr  port,  and  in  thAoaeeof  wy  TaloaUoaad 
fleet  Mitiag  prizeif  i  need  not  now  dwell  apon  tha  t 
tahieet. 

'  DtHy  ezpertenetf.  tnA  tbie  grieroos  ctttopIaiDft 
ef  the  merchanU  of  Oreat  Bnuin,  sufficiently  at- 
test the  efficacy  of  the  eystem,  Sbonld  you  touch 
at  any  IVieadty  port  for  aueeors,  you  will  obserre 
tke  atfiateet  eeonoiny.  and  pat  to  sea  again  with 
tha  least  possible  delay.  The  general  iustrue- 
tioDs  yon  have  from  tioM  to  time,  teoeired  from 
this  Department,  and  your  own  eiperienca,  will 
eaperaede  the  necessity  of  further  details,  and,  in 
the  event  of  any  casualty,  or  ocourrenee,  which, 
in  your  judgment,  may  reader  a  deviation  from 
tbeee  iostructioiMriodi^aaable  to  the  puhlie  io- 
terest,  you  will  act  aeeordiDgly.  still  adberiag,  as 
•ear  as  may  to  their  geoarM  spirit  and  inten- 
tioo. 

[Instnietioiis,  nMilar  t«  the  piecedia^  were  glTsn, 
10th  Novenbei.  1814,  to  Cntain  Charles  Mortis, 
**— ^iliiif  the  United  States^ frigrte  Coofiaas.] 

JSxIraete/ablierfitmUuatiintaryi^the  Navy  to 
€!aptam  Dadi  Partes  esMnsamttfw  a  tquadron  of 
*maavea$eI$atIfaBYtirk,daUd 

.  NoTSHBBnaO,  1814. 

Having  already  given  to  yen  the  necessary 
instructions  for  procuriog,  armiag,  equippiog, 
and  mauniog,  the  five  vessels  destiaed  for  your 
eommaod,  yon  will,  as  soon  as  the  squadron  shall 
be  ready  for  sea,  proceed  upon  a  cruise  ia  the 
West  ladies,  where  yon  will  emtdoy  your  Hwee, 
either  collectively  or  separately,  in  annoying  and 
destroying  the  eomiUerce  of  the  enemy,  micb 
the  nature  of  your  force,  seconded  by  your  judg- 
ment and  enterprise,  will,  I  trust,  enable  you  to 
execute,  as  well  lo  bis  harbors  as  at  sea,  and  upon 
a  scale  so  extensive  as  to  make  him  participate 
deeply  in  the  evils  which  he  has  inflicted  upon 
oar  prosperity. 

'pBstmeliHw  dmflar  to  tike  pteeedbg  to  Captain 
VMter,  were  riven  the  same  day,  November  SO,  1814, 
to  <^ptefa  Oliver  H.  Peny,  eefflttandbg  anatter 
•fndiDn  efenaU  veaesk.3 


CAPTURB  OF  THS  PENGUIN. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  Bouee,  Deeembar  SI,  181&.] 
NavT  DiPAETirasrr,  Dec  21,  ISIS. 
8» ;  In  compliance  with  your  requin^  in  be- 
half of  the  honorable  Committee  upon  Nsvaf  Af- 
fairs, I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  lo  yoti,  here- 
with, copies  of  letters  from  Captain  James  ffiddlc^ 
of  the  United  States  ship  Hornet,  dated  Hareh 
35th,  and  April  8tb,  1815,  addressed  to  Coanno- 
dore  Stephen  Decatur,  as  eommaader  of  iIr 
squadron  destined  to  cruise  in  the  Indian  seas; 
which  contain  all  the  information  in  the  posses- 
sion of  this  Department  relative  to  the  capture  ef 
the  British  sloop  of  war  Penguin. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  CROWniNSaiBU). 
Hon.  Jamsb  Plsasahts,  Jon., 

Chairman  Naval  Qmmittee, 

Umiteo  Statbb*  Sloop  Hoaarr, 
Otf"  TriMtan  jyAamhOj  Anarch  25, 1B1&. 
Sir  :  1  hare  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  oa 
the  morning  of  the  23d  instant,  at  half  past  ten, 
when  about  to  anchor  off  tha  north  end  of  the 
island  of  Tristan  d*Aciuha,  a  sail  waa  seen  to 
the  southward  and  eastward,  steering  to  iJie  weM- 
ard,  the  wind  fresh  from  8.  8.  W.   In  a  few 
minutes,  she  passed  on  to  the  westward,  ao  that 
we  could  not  see  her  for  the  land.  I  immedlataly 
made  sail  lo  the  eastward,  and  shortly  after,  get- 
ting sight  again,  perceived  her  to  he  ap  bcfora  tlw 
wind;  I  hove  to  for  her  to  come  down  tons. 
When  she  bad  approached  near,  I  filled  the  main- 
topsail,  and  coDtiQued  to  yaw  the  ship,  while  she 
continued  to  come  down,  veering,  occasioaaily, 
to  prevent  her  passing  nnder  our  stera.   At  forty 
minutes  past  one,  P.  M..  being  nearly  witAin 
musket  shot  distance,  she  bauled  her  wind  on  the 
starboard  tack^  hoisted  Boglish  colors,  and  fired 
a  gan.   We  immediately  luffed  to,  hoisied  our 
ensign,  and  gave  the  enemy  a  broadside.  The 
action  being  thus  commenced,  a  quick  and  weU 
directed  fire  was  kept  up  from  this  ship,  the 
enemjr  gradually  driuing  nearer  to  us,  when,  at 
fifty-nine  minntes  past  one,  he  bore  op,  apparently 
to  ron  us  on  board.  As  soon  as  I  pereeiTei  he 
wouU  certainly  fall  on  board,  I  caQod  the  boud- 
ers,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  repel  any  attempC  to 
board  as.   At  the  instant,  every  ow;er  and  omb 
repaired  to  the  quarter  deck,  where  the  two  vea- 
sels  were  coming  in  contact,  and  eagerly  preaaad 
me  to  permit  them  to  board  the  enemy ;  but  this 
I  would  not  permit,  as  it  was  evident,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  that  oar  fire  was 
greatly  superior  both  in  qtrian«ss  and  in  «AeL 
The  cnetty's  hdmpric  came  in  between  owr  aaia 
and  mixxea  rigging,  on  our  stArbeard  side,  affiad> 
ing  hitt  an  opportunity  to  board  om,  if  such  was 
bis  design ;  but  no  attempt  was  naade.  Ttme 
was  a  eoBsiderabla  swell  on,  and  aa  the  aea  lified 
as  ahead,  the  anemy'i  bowsprit  eartied  away  ear 
mineB  shroods^  sinn  ^viM,  and  spaaJta-  baon, 
andhahUBf  npoBOvrlnrhoardqww.  Altkfb 
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Domeat,  ao  oSeer,  who  wts  tAerwmrds  rrcog- 
lissd  10  be  Mr.  MtDooald,  the  firei  lieutenant, 
lad  the  ilieo  comtDaBdmc  oiBcer,  called  out  tlmt 
iktf  had  Bumndered.  I  direotcd  th«  marines 
»d  mmketry  men  to  caaae  firing,  wid,  while  on 
ihi  taffrail,  asking  ir  tbejr  bad  vumndered,  I  re- 
seired  a  wound  ia  the  seek  The  ettaj  jatt 
ibea  got  eliar  of  ni,  and  hi»  foremast  and  bow- 
tptit  wing  both  gone,  and  percaiTing  m  veering 
to  gin  him  a  fresh  broadsioe,  he  again  called  oat 
[bat  be  had  snrrendered.  It  was  with  dificahy 
[  eonid  TCstMin  1117  erew  from  flriog  into  htm 
mtim,  as  be  had  certaiolr  Ired  into  »  after  he 
bad  inrrtndered.  From  the  firing  of  the  first 
|iin  to  the  last  time  the  eaemferied  out  he  sur- 
rendered, was  ezaetljr  tweotr-iwo  minaies  by  the 
mttb.  BbeprondtobeHiaBriiumieliajefliy's 
krif  Pengain,  moiulinf  sixteen  thirtf-iwo  poand 
NUrrondes,  Iwirhmg  twelTcs,  a  twelve  mad  ear* 
maade  ob  the  topgallant  ferecasile,  with  swiv^ 
m  tbe  capstem,aDd  in  the  tops.  8be  bada  spare 
wrt  forward,  so  as  to  igfat  both  her  Long  guns  of 
I  aide.  Sfae  sailed  from  Sogland  ia  September 
ast.  She  was  shorter  npon  deck  than  this  ship 
tf  two  leet,  but  she  bad  a  greater  leogtb  of  keel, 
[veater  breadth  of  beam,  thicker  sides,  atid  higher 
mlwarks,  than  this  ship,  aod  was, in  all  respects, 
i  remarkably  fiae  'ressel  of  ber  etasa.  The  enemy 
loknowledge  a  eomplemeot  of  one  hundred  and 
hirty^w^  twelve  of  them  supemamerary  ma* 
ines  from  the  fidedwayseveaty>fonr,  received  on 
Kwrd  in  oonseqnenoe  of  their  being  ordered  to 
I  raise  Ur  tbe  American  privateer  Young  Wasp, 
rber  acknowledge,  alsc^  a  loss  of  fonrteen  killed, 
ind  cwaiy-eight  wonnded ;  but  Mr.  Mayo,  who 
m»  io  cbarge  of  riie  prise,  assnrea  me  thai  the 
mmber  of  killed  was  eertainly  greater.  Among 
h«  UUed  are  Captain  Dieklosoa,  who  fell  at  the 
:lose  of  the  action,  and  tbe  boatawaia ;  among 
he  woaaded  are  the  second  lientenant,  purser, 
ind  two  midshipmen.  Each  of  the  midshipmen 
osc  a  leg.  We  reocived  on  board,  in  all.  one  ban- 
Irsd  and  eighteen  priaonen,  foot  of  whom  have 
iDce  died  of  their  wounds.  Having  removed 
he  priscmen,  and  taken  on  board  saeb  provisions 
lod  stores  as  would  be  aseful  to  as.  I  scuttled  the 
^fuin  Ibis  morning  before  daylight,  and  she 
rent  down.  As  she  was  completely  riddled  by 
Mr  shtM,  her  foremast  and  bowiprit  both  gone, 
lad  ber  mainmast  so  crippled  as  to  be  incapable 
€  being  seenred,  it  leemed  nnadrisable,  ai  this 
listaaea  from  home,  10  attempt  sendiiw  her  to 
be  United  Bihies. 

Tfaie  ship  did  MM  feeetve  «  ungle  rtmod  shot 
a  her  hnll,nernnytMnerhil  woonain  her  spars; 
be  rising  and  saihwen  very  macb  eat}  but, 
inviog  bent  a  new  suit  of  sails,  and  knotted  and 
eeured  oor  rispng,  we  are  oowcompleiely  ready, 
a  all  respects,  for  any  service.  We  were  eight 
MO  ebort  of  complement,  and  had  nine  open  the 
iek  list  the  morning  of  the  action. 

Bnclosed  ia  a  list  of  killed  and  wonnded.  I 
imcot  to  state  that  Lientenant  Conner  is  wounded 
aogmrously;  1  feel  great  solicitnde  on  bis  ac- 
ounc,  as  he  is  an  officer  of  mneh  promise,  and 
ia  loan  would  be  a  serioas  Ion  to  the  service. 
14th  Com.  1st  Sxss.— 56 


It  is  a  most  pleasing  part  of  my  duty  to  u- 
quaint  too  that  tbe  eoodnct  of  Lieutenants  Con- 
ner and  Newton*  Mr.  Mayo,  acting  lientenaat, 
Lientenant  Brownlow,  of  the  marines,  Sailing- 
master  Romney,  and  the  other  officers,  seamM, 
and  mariues,  I  hare  the  honor  to  command,  was, 
in  the  bigheit  d^ree,  creditable  to  theoi,  and 
calls  for  my  warmest  recommendation.  I  can* 
not,  indeed,  do  justice  to  their  merits.  The  satis- 
factioo  which  was  diffused  throughout  tbe  ship, 
when  it  was  ascertained  that  tbe  stranger  was  an 
enemy's  sloop-of-war,  and  the  alacrity  with  which 
every  one  repaired  to  quarters,  fully  assured  me 
that  their  conduct  in  action  would  be  marked 
with  coolness  and  intrepidity. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  yoar  obedient  sarvaat, 

J.  BIDDLB. 

Commodtwe  DtCATtm. 


NAVAL  OPERATIONS  AGAINST  THE  BAft. 
BART  POWERS  IN  181& 

[CenBonicatsd  to  the  Senate,  Jsanaiy  11, 18t8.3 
Mr.  Tait,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fiiirs,  communicated  the  following  document^ 
relative  to  tbe  operation  of  the  sqaudrcm  under 
the  command  o{  Commodore  Dcoainr  against  the 
Barbery  Powers: 

U.  B.  Sbip  Gnnaiaaa, 
Qxr^UtgenOj  June  19,  ISlfc 
Sih:  I  have  tbe  honor  lo  inform  you  that  on 
the  17tb  inatant,  off  Cape  de  Gst,  the  squadroii 
fell  in  with  and  eaptored  an  Algerine  frigate  of 
forty-six  guns,  and  between  four  nod  five  fann- 
dred  meo,  commanded  by  Rsis  Hammida,  who 
bore  the  title  of  Admiral.  She  struck  her  flag 
after  a  running  fight  of  twenty-five  minutes.  The 
Admiral  was  killed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
action.  After  the  Girerrterc  (who  from  her  favor- 
able poiition  waa  enabled  to  brin^  the  enemy  to 
close  action)  bad  fired  two  hnwdaides,  they,  with 
the  eiceplion  of  a  few  musketeers,  ran  below. 
The  Guerriere  bad  four  men  Wounded  by  mtltket 
fboL  which  is  the  only  injury  done  by  tbe  enemy 
ia  tnii  a&ir.  It  is  witb  pain  I  have  to  comma- 
Bteale  to  yon  that  one  of  our  main  deekgaae 
burst  ia  the  &st  discharge,  by  which  aecAetil 
five  men  were  kilted  and  tnirty  badlv  wounded 
and  burnt.  This  gun  was  only  donlAy  shotted; 
and  permit  me  10  state,  that,  unless  some  more 
cSmoal  mode  is  adopted  in  proving  oar  gnai^  I 
fear  the  frequency  of  sneh  aeeidents  wttfbe  iB> 
jurloos  to  tbe  serm.  beyond  tbe  loss  of  men  oe- 
castooed  thereby.  The  steadiaen  of  onr  mea 
adjoioinff  the  borsttog  gun  was  worthy  of  adaki- 
ration.  Altfaongh  many  of  them  were  moebburnf 
and  wounded,  it  did  not  oecasioa  a  pease  in  theiv 
fire.  We  have  four  hundred  and  six  prisoners 
inelading  the  wounded.  The  prisoners  sUte  abom 
thirty  were  killed  and  thrown  overboard. 

Their  squadron  is  said  to  be  cruising  in  otrr 
vicinity;  fire  days  aso  they  were  off  Ibu  pbee. 
Unless  I  obtain  some  further  intelligence  of  thett 
by  to-moriow,  I  shall  proeeed  to  tne  pott  of  Al- 
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(ten  in  the  hope  of  intereeptiog  their  retnro. 
For  the  iveseot  I  hare  determiacd  to  aend  the 
priM  into  Certhefeoe. 

The  vDoloeed  it  a  rctora  of  the  wounded  by 
tlM  eoemy,  u  elio  tboee  who  were  killed  and 
woaoded  btr  ihe  borstiu  of  the  goo. 

I  htTe  the  honor  to  be,  rerjr  reapeetfniljr,  sir, 
ymr  obedient  eerTaot, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

Hob.  B.W.CBowiiiHeHULD, 

Secr^arjfitf  the  Abcf. 


U.  8.  Bbip  Gdubibhb, 
Cape  Paloe,  June  20, 1815. 

Sib:  I  have  the  booor  to  inform  ;oa  that,  od 
lh«  19th  irnUDt,  off  Cape  Patoi,  the  sqaadron 
DDdcr  mjr  command  eaptwed  an  Alccriiia  brie  of 
twenty-two  gone  and  one  biundred  and  eighty 
men.  After  a  chase  of  ibree  hoars,  she  roo  into 
aboal  water,  where  I  did  not  think  itadviMble  to 
follow  with  our  laif  e  ships,  but  despatched  the 
Bperrier,  Spark,  Torch,  and  Spitfire,  to  whom 
ahe  snrrendered  after  a  short  resistance.  Twenty- 
three  men  were  found  dead  oo  board.  We  re- 
eeired  from  her  eighty  prisoners,  the  residoe  of 
ber  crew  haviog  leu  her  in  boats }  maoy  of  them 
most  hare  been  killed  by  the  fire  of  our  vessels, 
and  one  of  the  boats  was  sunk.  Nooe  of  oar  res- 
•els  Busiaioed  any  dama^,  nor  was  there  a  man 
killed  or  woanded.  This  brig  is  larger  thao  the 
fiperrier,  was  built  in  Algiers  five  years  ago  by 
B  Spanish  eonstructcr,  the  same  who  built  the 
fiigate  captured  on  the  17tb  instant,  and  is  per- 
ftetly  sound. 

I  MTf  the  bonor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  serTaat, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

Hon.  B.  W.  CaoTKiHaBiiLn, 

SeattarfoftheNa^. 


U.  S.  Ship  GuBaaiBRa, 
Aty  of  Algien,  July  S,  1815. 

Sia:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the 

SDOCadings  of  tbis  sqaadron  sabsequent  to  the 
te  of  my  letter  of  the  20tb  ultimo.  Haviog  put 
(ba  greater  part  of  our  prisoners  on  board  the 
fBpUKed  brig,  I  sent  her  into  Cartbageoa,  and 
made  sail  for  Algiers,  where  we  arrired  on  the 
9Btfc.  Finding  the  Aigerioe  squadron  to  be  still 
oat,  and  knowing  that  they  ud  been  at  sea  a 
longer  period  thao  usual,  and  that  a  despatefa 
b^t  baa  been  seat  to  Algiers  to  iafora  ihem  of  oni 
arriTal  in  the  Mediterranean.  I  thought  it  prob> 
able  that  they  would  seek  shelter  to  some  neutral 
port.  itaeeDed,  therefore,  a  favorable  moment  to 
oetiver  a  Utter  from  the  President  to  th«  Dey, 

Sirsuaot  to  iosiructions  from  tbe  Department  of 
tale,  which  would  afford  them  an  opportuoity 
to  open  a  negotiation,  if  they  thought  fit.  A  ne- 
gotiation was  aeeordiogly  opened,  and  a  Treaty 
of  Peace  was  dictated  by  us,  and  finally  ooa- 
eluded  in  twenty-four  hours,  in  the  manner  re- 
lated in  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Shaler  and  myaelf 
to  the  Secretary  of  State. 


This  treaty,  pcwsessiag  all  tbe  faToraUcfts- 
tnrea  of  those  which  bare  been  eooclnded  wlik 
the  most  fiiTored  nations,  and  other  adTaMagea 
conceded  to  us  only,  I  flatter  myaelf  will  ba  eaa- 
sMered  bottty*!*'*  to  tbe  United  Biatea,  paitiea- 
larly  wbaa  we  com|wre  tbe  small  force  em> 
ployed  oa  tbis  occasion  with  the  fomaidsbb 
eipediiioos  which  hare  often,  and  without 
cess,  been  sent  against  Algiers.  It  has  been  dio- 
uted  at  the  mouth  of  tbe  cannon,  baa  been  eoB- 
eeded  to  the  loseea  which  Algiers  baa  saeiaiaed, 
and  to  the  dread  of  still  grcatereTilsapprekeoded; 
and  I  beg  leare  to  express  to  you  my  opiaiea, 
that  the  presence  of  a  respeeiable  ubtbI  force  ta 
this  aea  will  be  tbe  oaly  certain  guarasiee  for  its 
obaervaocc. 

Haviag  concluded  Iba  treniy,  I  buTa,  in  bm- 
formiiy  with  four  instroetioioa  to  dispose  of  sadi 
veasels  we  might  eaptnre  as  uronld  ba  aaMufa  la 
send  home  ia  such  maaner  as  would  aeaoa  i»  aa 
most  expedient,  restored  them,  in  their  pigseal 
sute^  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers.  This  waa  CBroeMir 
requested  by  the  De^,  as  it  woold  satisfy  km 
people  with  the  eonditioos  of  the  peaee ;  and  it 
was  determined  by  Mr.  Sbaler  aad  myaelf,  that, 
oopsideriag  the  state  of  those  TcsseU,  the  great 
expense  which  would  be  incurred  by  fittio^  tbem 
for  a  Toyage  to  tbe  United  State*,  and  ifae  liitk 
probability  of  selling  them  ia  that  part  «f  the 
world,  it  would  be  expedient  tograai  the  reqaeat. 

I  have  appointed  Captain  Oownes,  of  the  Sper- 
vier,  to  the  Querriere,  and  Lieutenant  Shubnck, 
first  of  the  Oaerricre,  to  the  Bperviar,  whicli  brig 
I  bare  detarmiBed  to  send  noma  with  the  de- 
spatches. Tbaae  amugemenls,  I  trust,  will  meet 
the  approbatioB  of  the  Qoremment.  The-ua 
Anaricao  prisoners  who  were  oonftncd  in  Aigioi 
have  been  delivered  up,  and  I  bare  given  thea  a 
paasage  ia  tbe  despatch  vessel. 

I  shall  DOW  proceed  with  tbe  squadroa  (o  Toai% 
and  theoee  to  Tripoli.  At  the  latter  place,  I  an- 
derstand,  there  exists  some  difficulty  wtween  o«t 
Consul  and  the  Regency  ;  of  what  aature  I  am 
not  particularly  toformed. 

I  hare  charged  Captaia  bewis  with  ibe  de- 
lirerr  of  the  despatches  to  the  Goremmeul.  and 
the  flags  taken  from  tbe  Algerine  Admiral  tai 
tH-ig.  He  is  an  officer  of  great  merit,  aad  whoa 
I  leare  strongly  to  reeommead  to  tbe  notice 
of  UovernraenL 

I  have  the  honor  to  ba,  rery  respeetfaUy,  year 
most  obedient  sarrnnt, 

STEPHEN  DBCATITJL 

Hon.  B.  W.  Cbowmibsbibld, 

SbereCory  ^  (Ae  iVbuf . 


Umitbo  Statbb'  Sbip  GoBaaiBaa, 

Boif  of  TuniM,  Jufy  31, 181& 
Sib  :  I  hare  the  hoaor  to  inform  yon,  upon  af 
arriral  at  tbis  anchorage,!  was  made  aequaian^ 
with  the  following  transactions,  which  bad  takes 
place  here  during  our  late  war  with  Qreat  Bn'** 
ain  :  Two  prizes,  which  had  been  taken  by  t^e 
AbelUno  [vtrateer,  and  sent  into  this  port,  vera 
taken  possession  of  by  a  British  Teasel  ef  W 
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while  tying  withia  the  protection  of  the  Bejr  of 
Tonla. 

The  Ctensot  hBTiof  eommonicated  to  me  the 
infornaetioD  of  this  riolation  of  our  Treaty  with 
Tuois,  I  demaoded  satiifaetioa  from  the  Bey. 
After  some  hesitation,  ud  proposiog  a  delay  of 
paymeot  for  out  year,  my  demand  was  acceded 
to,  and  the  moaey,  amouatiog  to  forty-tix  ihoa- 
saod  dolUra,  wai  fwid  into  the  haads  of  the  coo- 
■ul,  Mr.  Noah,  agent  for  the  prirateer. 

Of  the  papers  I  bare  the  honor  to  iraasmit 
herewith,  No.  1  is  a  copy^  of  the  Consul's  letter  to 
me,  No.  2  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Ber,  and  No.  3  is  a  copy  of  the 
CoDsuHs  aeknowladgment  of  the  receipt  of  the 
money. 

I  shall  proceed  immediately  for  Tripoli,  and 
will  gire  you  early  information  of  the  further 
proceedings  of  ihiaaqoadron.  The  Bey  of  Tunis 
IMS  DOW  lying  in  this  harbor,  nearly  ready  for 
aaa,  three  uigates  and  several  smaller  resseis  of 
war. 

I  hare  the  honor  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
TOur  most  obedient  serrant, 

STEPHEN  DECATUE. 
Hon.  B.  W.  Cbownirsbield, 

Seenlary^  the  Naog. 

No.1. 

U.  S.  COHSVL&TB,  Tvmfl, 

jtUj/ai,  1815. 

Six  :  On  or  about  the  31st  of  February,  two 
American  prizes,  while  at  anchor,  and  within  the 
immediate  protection  of  His  Excellency  the  Bey 
of  Taais,  were  forcibly  seized  and  taken  posses- 
sioo  of  by  (be  boat*  of  His  Britanoic  Majesty's 
brig  Lyra,  Dowell  O'Reily,  Esq.,  commander, 
and  sent  to  Malu.  In  order  to  afford  the  just 
and  necessary  protection  to  American  property, 
to  cause  our  rights  and  the  existing  Treaty  to  be 
respected,  I  hare  deemed  it  my  duty  to  claim 
of  the  Bey  of  Tunis  the  value  of  said  prizes. 

His  Excellency,  thoagh  sensible  of  the  viola- 
tioo  of  the  neutrality  of  his  port,  and  the  loss 
sustained  in  the  illegal  capture  of  the  American 
property  when  within  bia  waters,  still  waives  the 
seiilemcnt  of  this  claim,  and  is  desirous  lo  pro- 
cimstinMe  the  arrangement  to  a  length  of  time 
which  will  deprive  the  owners  of  the  benefit  of 
their  labor  and  danger.  Under  these  circnm- 
ataacas^  Ido  myself  the  honor  to  solicit  from  you 
such  eo-operatioo,  in  enforcing  the  respect  due 
to  our  rigbu  and  treaties,  as  you  may  deem  pro- 
ner  to  B&rd.  With  great  respect,  «e., 
*^  M.  M.  NOAH. 

Com.  8.  Dmatob,  Cnmander,  ^ 
P.  S.  In  the  disposal  of  the  cargo  of  one  of  the 
Snglish  prizes,  an  intrigue  was  set  on  foot  and 
prosecuted  by  a  company  of  merchants,  under  the 
saoctioo  and  protection  of  the  Prince  Sidi  Mo»- 
tapha,  by  which  the  owners  have  been  defrauded 
of  a  coQsidprabie  sqm  of  moaey.  For  the  satis- 
factory adjustment  of  this  claim,  some  interfer- 
«M0  appaan  «i«aUr  nacassur . 


No.  3. 

U.  S.  Ship  GtrsBRiEBB, 

Bap  of  TVniff,  JaLp  36, 1815. 
Sib:  I  bare  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Ex- 
celleacr  a  despatch  from  ibe  Department  of  Slate 
of  the  United  Stales,  by  which  you  will  perceiva 
the  friehdly  disposition  of  my  Government  to- 
wards the  Bey  and  Regency  of  Tunis.  When 
that  despatch  was  written^,  it  was  believed  that 
an  egaally  friendly  disposition  existed  on  the  part 
of  Tunis.  With  surprise  I  understood,  on  my 
arrival  in  the  Mediterranean,  that  the  treatj^  exiat- 
ing  between  the  two  countries  had  been  vidated 
on  the  part  of  Tunis;  first,  by  permitting  two 
vessels,  which  bad  been  captured  by  an  Ameri- 
ican  vessel,  to  be  taken  out  of  the  port  of  Tunis 
by  a  British  cruiser ;  and  secondly,  by  sanction- 
ing a  company  of  Jew  merchants,  subjects  of 
Tunis,  in  taking  the  property  of  an  American 
citizen  at  their  own  price,  and  much  below  its 
real  value. 

In  conseqaence  of  this  information,  as  soon  as 
we  had  obtained  justice  from  Algiers  for  their 
aggressions,  I  hastened  to  this  port,  with  the  power 
and  disposition  to  exact  from  this  Regency  an 
observance  of  our  treaty.  I  now  require  imme- 
diate restitution  of  the  property  Or  of  its  value. 
Tour  Excellency  will  perceive  the  necessity  of 
the  earliest  attention  to  this  communication,  and 
of  making  known  to  me  the  decision  of  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Bey  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consider«p 
tion,  vour  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
STEPHEN  DECATUR, 
Cbmmoncler,  fc 

To  the  Pbimb  Mihistbb 
f^BiM  EseeUmeg  the  Beg  qf  TViie. 

No.  3. 

ConsDiaTB  or  tbb  Unitbd  Statu 
or  AiUBtOA,  AT  Toim. 

7b  ail  wh<m  U  may  eoneeru: 

Whereas,  on  the  17th  and  2l«t  days  of  February. 
1815,  the  English  schooner  Dunster  Castle,  and 
the  BogliBh  brig  Charlotte,  the  former  laden  with 
oil  and  fish,  the  latter  with  currants  and  fustic, 
were  sent  into  the  harbor  of  Tunis,  having  been 
captured  by  the  American  private  armed  brig 
Abeltino,  William  F.  Wyer,  commander;  rite 
said  prizes,  when  within  the  waters  and  under 
the  immediate  protection  of  His  Bxcellner  the 
Bey  of  Tunis,  were  taken  possession  of  and  sent 
to  Malta,  His  Briunnie  M^jasiy'b  brig  Lyra, 
Dowell  0*Rcily,  Esq.  commander,  then  at  anehor 
in  the  said  haritor  of  Tunis.  That  applieatttm 
was  mada  to  Hia  Excellency  the  Bey  of  Tunia 
for  paymeot  for  said  vessels,  amooDiing  to  fortsr- 


faciorily,  that  the  beforemeniioned  resseis,  being 
American  properly,  were  within  his  waters  ille- 

Klly  and  foreiblr  carried  awav^  and  being  eeuai- 
I  of  tht  aodcaaiir  ^  CBvaiBg  ua  rigbta  to  be  r«- 
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neeteil,  did  ordtr  tbat  pajrmeDt  should  be  mtde 
m  «id  renels  lecordiag  to  (beir  nluation. 

Now,  tberefor^  I,  tbe  undenieoed,  Coosal  of 
tb«  Uoited  States  of  America  for  tbe  citjr  and 
Kingdom  of  Toots,  and  ajifent  for  the  concerned, 
do  hereby  make  known  and  certify,  tbat  tbe  pay- 
neDt  of  said  vessels  according  to  their  raloatioo, 
say  forty-six  thousand  Spanish  dollar^  has  been 
receiTed  from  His  Excellency  the  Bey  of  Tunis ; 
Vfao,  by  these  presents,  is  acquitted  from  all  claim 
ggtiost  him  on  accooot  of  said  prizes. 

Giren  under  my  hand  and  seat  of  office,  at 
Tunis,  Ibis  30th  day  of  Joly,  1815,  and 
ft.  S.J    in  the  fortieth  year  of  the  American  in- 
dependence. M.  M.  NOAH. 

I  do  hereby  certify,  tbat  tbe  sum  of  forty-six 
thousand  Spanish  dolltrs  has  been  paid  for  tbe 
two  prizes  as  above  stated,  to  the  American  Con- 
ml^  and  that  the  United  States  has  no  further 
•Uiaa  M  His  BxeelleDcy  the  Bey  of  Tunis  for 
ihcsa  Tcssels.  S.  DECATUR, 

Ommanderf^ 

U.  8.  Sbip  QunuBRB, 

Memiim,  Augutt  31, 1815. 
8n :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  tbat,  imme- 
,  diately  after  the  date  of  my  last  communication, 
I  proceeded  to  Tripoli.  Upon  mr  arriral  off  tbat 
place.  I  received  from  our  Consul  a  letter,  a  copy 
of  which  (No.  ],)  is  herewith  iraasmitted.  In 
consequence  of  the  information  contained  in  this 
letter,  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  demand  justice 
from  the  Bashaw.  Tbe  enclosure  (No.  3)  is  a 
copy  of  my  note  to  the  Prime  Minister  of  Tripoli. 
On  Iho  n«tt  day  theOovcrDor  of  tbe  city  of  Tripoli 
came  on  board  the  Guerriere  to  treat  in  behalf  of 
tbs  Bashaw.  He  objected  to  the  amount  claimed 
by  as,  bat  finalljr  agreed  to  our  demands.  The 
money,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  has  been  paid  into  tbe  hands  of 
the  Oooeol,  who  is  ageat  for  tbe  privateer.  The 
Bashaw  also  delivemi  up  to  me  ten  eapiives,  two 
of  them  Danes,  and  the  otbtrs  Neapoluaas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  letter  of  tbe 
CoBsnl,  informing  me  of  tbe  eoaelasma  of  this 
itfur.  Doriof  the  pn^ess  of  our  negotiations 
with  the  Slates  of  Barbery,  now  brooght  to  a 
•OBolostoiL  there  has  appeared  a  dispOMtioB,  on 
«he  part  of  each  of  them,  to  grant  as  lar  we  were 
disposed  to  demand.  Any  attempt  to  eoneiiiate 
then,  except  through  the  influeoce  of  iheir  fears, 
I  should  expect  to  be  vain.  It  is  only  by  the  dts- 
Blay  of  naval  power  that  (heir  depredatioiui  caa 
be  ratraioed.  I  Uasi  the  suceess/U  result  of  uur 
sn»ll  expcdiUon,  so  honoraUo  lo  ow  comlry, 
will  induce  ether  nations  to  follow  the  example ; 
U  which  ease,  the  Barhary  Siaies  will  be  com- 
pelled to  abaadoD  their  piratical  system.  I  shall 
aow  ]»oceed  with  tbe  vquadron  to  Carlbageaa, 
•t  which  place  1  hope  to  Bad  the  relief  squadron 
from  America. 

I  ban  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
yoarSiAe,  STEPHEN  DKCaKfE. 

Hon,  B.  W.  .CaowiiiHBBiBi,ii, 

'SecTPtary^MeittHy. 


No.  L 


n.  B.  COMBnUTB  AT  TkIPOLI, 

JbigMt  e,  1815. 
StB :  I  have  the  pleasttre  of  now  iBying  before 
yea  all  the  doeameats  relative  to  the  antawfany 
seizing,  In  ihe  port  of  Tripoli,  aod  under  tbe  gam 
of  the  forts,  two  American  prizes,  cBptorea  bf 
the  AbeUiao,  and  taken  oat  by  the  Englid  br^ 
Piolina.  I  havcfhlly  addressed  the  United  States' 
QoveromeBt  oo  this  aSkir,  and  hope  yon  have 
come  fully  prepared  to  dmiaBd  and  obuio  tuple 
satisfaction- 

It  is  a  case  attended  with  such  a  flaunt  viete- 
tion  of  the  United  States'  IWty  with  this  Re- 
gency, and  our  neutral  rights,  tbat  it  calls  for  tbe 
most  prompt  aod  energetic  cundnel  on  the  part 
<^f  the  United  States,  which  will  not  only  con- 
vince this  Power,  hot  all  others,  that  oar  rights 
and  privileges  cannot  be  tnvaded  with  imponiiy. 
ir,  however,  tbe  Bashaw,  contrary  Co  my  opioioa, 
shonld  refuse  us  that  satisflietioo  we  are  jmdy 
entitled  to,  it  is  my  detcrminatitm  to  leave  the 
R^eney  by  this  occasion. 

I  shall  have  tbe  pleasarc  of  seeing  yoo,  and  wiU 
detail  more  folly  the  events  as  they  have  takea 
plaee.  In  Ihe  interim,  I  have  tbe  honor.  Ac. 

RICHARD  a  JONBS. 

Com.  Stbpbbh  Dboatob, 

Ok  board  (Ae  V.  8.  frigate  Gmien. 

No.  2. 
V.  8.  Bbip  ChnmsisBB, 

Sib  :  I  hare  been  oIKeialty  iBfereaed  ibci  tbe 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli  has  permitted  a  British  sloop*of^ 
ivar, pendinghoetilities  belween  that  oatioa  «ad 
the  United  States,  to  take  from  ont  <s^  fats  hoi^, 
and  from  under  the  gunsof  his  eaatle,  two  Aaierj- 
ean  prizes,  and  refused  protection  to  aa  Aaien'eaa 
eruiserlying  *itbia  bis  Waters,  la  direet  vtolatioa 
of  the  treaty  which  existed  between  ear  two  «a* 
lions.  As  soon  as  I  had  seuled  with  Algiers  fet 
her  aggressions, and  with  Tunis  for  a  similar  oai- 
rage  to  the  one  now  eomplained  of,  I  basteocd  to 
thts  place  with  a  part  of  the  sqoadroa  under  my 
command. 

With  ample  power  to  lake  satirfaetion  fisr  the 
violation  of  oar  treaty  above  stated,  I  ooly  fallow 
the  invariable  rule  of  mt  Govmimeac,  la  first 
ittafciBg  a  demaad  of  justnm.  I  have,  cfaeidfaitt, 
to  inform  yoor  Bxcdleney  that  I  nqain  ikat 
immediMe  restitution  be  made  bf  tbe  valae  of  the 
vessels  ukeo  from  the  harbor  of  Tripoli  as  befett 
slated,  aod  also  eompensatien  for  the  loss  occa- 
sioned \if  tbe  detention  of  the  American  cruiser, 
in  violatioo  of  the  trsnhr.  Vaiu  BzecBeaey  will 
perceive  the  necessity  or  making  known  to  aeths 
detcrmtnaiitHi  of  His  Excellency  the  Ba^w,ii 
relaiioD  to  the  above  demaadi,  with  Ihe  ImbI 
possible  delay. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  great  coasiduatfOB, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  aerraot, 

STEPHEN  DECATOB. 

His  ExeVtbe  Pnin  Mimanit 
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E^HmaUtfir  BuOdiiig  and  Efulfpk^  fift^ 


Teipoli,  JhiguH  9, 181& 
Bir:  PermU  me  to  eoii«ratuUte  yoa  on  the 
oorabl*  adjusunent  of  ul  differences  wbicb 
TO  existed  between  the  United  States  and  this 
tgtnej.  This  arrangemeat  mar  oot  odIjt  be 
Bsidered  asjast  aod  DoaoraMe  for  the  United 
ates,  bat  also  as  biglily  adraouffeoos  to  the  in- 
rest  of  our  citizens^  I  hare  no  doubt  this  lesson 
til  Long  serre  to  keep  in  the  remembrance  of 
e  Bashaw  the  power,  justice,  and  hnmaoitf 
'  the  United  Slates.  To  rour  dignified,  firm, 
id  manlf  conduct  throagooot  this  afikir,  the 
nited  States  are  indebted  for  the  standing  we 
>w  hare  ;  and,  as  tbe  represeDtaiire  of  our  eona- 
f  here,  perBit  me  to  oSn  tbe  staoero  homage 
r  respect,  esteem,  and  regard,  wilk  whieh  1  hare 
te  honor  to  be,  ttc 

BfCHARD  B.  JONBft. 
Commodore  Stkphbm  Dioatds, 
Qmmander-m-Cki^,  fc 

UntTiD  States'  ship  OtiEBniBKE, 
NapUt.Sept.  S,  1819. 

Sir  :  I  hare  tbe  honor  to  taform  jout  Excel' 
»CT  that  in  my  late  negotiatioo  with  tbe  Bashaw 
f  TripolL  I  demanded  and  obtained  the  release 
f  eight  Neapolitan  captires,  subjects  of  His  Ma* 
isty  th«  King  of  the  Two  Stcilies.  These  I 
are  landed  at  Messina.  It  affords  me  great 
leasure  to  hare  had  it  in  my  power,  by  this  small 
ervice,  to  erince  to  His  Majesty  the  graiefol 
ense  entertained  by  my  Ooreroment  of  tbe  aid 
oroierly  rendered  to  us  by  His  Majesty  daring 
)ur  war  with  Tripoli. 

With  great  respect  and  consideration,  I  have 
he  fetORor  to  be,  »b. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

His  Ex'ey  the  MAaama  Cibcbllo, 


Sir; 


Nablbs,  September  18, 1815. 


; :  HRTiof  laid  before  the  King,  my  qaaster, 
he  P>pcra  which  you  hava  direeicd  me.  dated 
ha  ath  instant,  in  which  yon  were  pleaaaa  to  ac- 
loaint  ma  ikmit^  m  your  laat  n^tiatitHi  with  the 
my  of  Tripoli,  you  had  freed  from  the  slavery 
if  that  Reganoy  eight  svbjeou  of  His  Majesty, 
ehom  |oanad  also  set  on  skora  at  Messina: 
3is  Majesty  has  oidared  ma  to  adtaairicdge  this 
leealiar  faTor,  as  the  net  of  year  generosity, 
irhieh  yon  have  been  pleased  to  oalt  a  return  for 
he  trifling  assistance  which  the  squadron  of  year 
aatiwk  formerly  received  from  bis  Roymi  Gov* 
Brnment  during  the  war  with  Tripoli. 

In  doing  myself  the  pleasure  of  manifesting 
this  sentiment  of  my  King,  and  of  assuring  you. 
in  his  name,  thai  the  brave  American  nation  will 
always  find  in  His  Majestj^'s  ports  the  best  re- 
caption, I  befl[.yon  will  receive  tbe  assunuce  of 
Bty  moat  distiagniahed  consideration. 

MARQUIS  CIRCSLLO, 

Cem»DROATUR,  Comwuuukr,  fc 


ESTIMATES  FOR  BUILDING  AND  EQUIP. 
PINO  SHIFS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Jan.  16  and  99,  leiCJ 

Natt  Dbparthbmt,  Jan  13, 1816. 

Sib  :  In  eoapliaaea  with  the  reqaest  of  the 
honombta  Committee  of  the  Senate  upon  Naval 
Afiairs,  communicated  by  your  tetter  of  the  8th 
instant.  I  have  the  hMor  to  enclose  to  yon,  here- 
with, tne  several  estimates,  ia  deuiL  muked  A, 
B,  and  C.  . 

Bj  Ihcta  estimates,  it  appears  Uiat  the  costof 

building  a  seTentj-foorgunshipwonld  be  fSlT,41> 
Equipping  a  serenty-lbur  gunship  would  be    1 07,400 

Building  and  equipping  a  seTenty-foor     -  $X4JSn 


That  the  cost  of  building  a  Ibrfy-fiw  woold 

be  ftSMM 

Equipping  a  fer^-fcnr  wonUbe      -      •  114^>5 

Building  and  eqnip^ng  a  fcr^^^bnr  •      -  |MMOt 

That  the  cost  of  building  a  rioop^frwar 

wenldbe  

Equiipbg  a  de»p>«f-wav  woaM  be  • 


Bniliiog  and  eqnippiog  m  eleoy  ei  war    •  fBMM 


It  h«ee  reralu  that  the  expense  which  woiM 
be  ineorred  in  building  and  equipping  one  seven- 
ty'four.  two  forty-foars,  and  two  alotj^a-of-vmr, 
would  be  as  follows : 

A  eercn^^bargnndiip  ....  $9BtM» 
A  fcf^-Aor  costs  |S6MO0^  thereteib  two 

Sntj4omn  woold  cost  ....  636,8(10 
A  sifwp-of-war  costs  #8S,SStk  &eieftn» 

two  woold  cost  1M«M9 

Total  cost  of  Imildiug  and  eqnii^tnc  oro 
t9ftuty4»w*  two  iiv^foan,  and  two 
daope*Qf-waz,  would  be      -      •      « |rljW^M>tt 

In  these  estimates  I  have  been  aided  bj  the 
praetieal  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  Can- 
misfcioners  of  tbe  Navy  Board,  who  availed  them- 
aetvcs  <tf  the  caleulatioos  of  seicatific  ship-boild- 
ars,  and  the  information  derived  from  recent 
iavestigatioos  and  inquiries  of  tbe  market  price 
of  the  materials,  and  various  articles  of  eqoip- 
meoL 

The  estimatea  are  a»  correct  as  the  flaetnatlog 

S rices  of  Ubor  and  materials  will  admit,  aad  sni- 
etently  so  to  found  ihedata  upon  for  Ibeamouat 
of  tbe  contemplated  anonal  increase  of  the  Na- 
vy }  but,  so  far  as  the  calculations  are  conjeetit> 
nt,  it  is  presumed  that  they  may  exceed  ilw 
actual  expenditure  from  five  to  ten  per  cent. 
Alt  which  ia  respectfully  subnuUad. 

B.  W.  CROWNINSaUBU!'' 
Hod.  Chablbo  Tait, 

Chairmam  Nnal  CmmHtM* 
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A. 


tt,000  ft«t  of  live  oak.  ■!  #1  M 
1M^006  feet  of  white  «ak  and  ydlow  pine, 

■t  80  cenu  

S4,000  lbs.  of  coppv  bold,  at  40  eta. 
M,SOO  Iba.  of  ibeathing  oopptt  andnaili,  at 
4ft  eta.  -      •  - 

100  tona,  S18,000  Iba.  of  iron,  at  8  eta.  - 
13^  Ibk  of  lea4  at  10  oU.  - 
Ijtbm  of  cirpeoten,  and  mast-making 
Labor  of  joinera,  indnding  atnlF  .      -  - 
Bladumittw'  woA    -      .      -      -  • 

I1nmber*a  bill   

Tnrner't  bill  -  -  -  -  "  * 
Carrer'a  bill  


936,200 


30,000 
9,800 

18,768 
1S,780 
1,360 
86,000 
8,000 
1»,780 
1,860 
900 
700 


-9317,413 


Hull  and  ipan  oonplete 

BlMkaaker*!  biU,  indoding  gvn  carriagea 

•nd>e*«i7tluiig  fbnuslwd  bj  bin  •      -  98,600 

8ailmakei*a  biU,  two  aoila  ...      -  28,300 

Bopemakcr's  bill,  IM  tone,  at  18  eta.  per  lb.  81.800 

Tanner'a  biU   760 

Painter*!  biU   »^ 

Cooper'abiU  6,600 

BMt>bwldar'abiU   ^700 

Oadnance,  84  iliir9>tiro  pontes  waA  n 

thirtj-iwo  poond  cammadaa  .      -      •  90,000 

tfiOi  ttirtj-two  poaad  ahat      -      -      -  8.800 

1,600  tbir^-two  pound  grape            •      -  3,600 

800  barreb  powder,  at  46  centa  -  -  18,600 
4,M0e7lindeH,at&0«enti       -  • 

800  miMkete,  a^«16       ...      -  8,000 

SOObatU«-azes.at«l  60        •      -      .  800 

300  pikee,  at  «1  60              -  300 

SOOpainofpiftola^atVlO      -  8,000 

300  aabrea,  at  $8   800 

Colon  and  ngnala   1«300 

Aneboia   *^ 

300toD«kentI«Ige,at«40        -      •      -  8,000 

Camboow  -  1.800 

Bigger's  bill,  fort;  men,  at  tlft  per  month 

for  ionr  montha  ...  -  -  8,400 
Charta,  eompaaaea,  booka,  matbaaatical  ia- 

atmuMnta,  Ac  1,000 

Omtingendea  -  6,000 


Equipment  - 

Bull  and  apara  complete 

Bvfl^ng  and  e^pment 


167,450 
317.418 


9884,888 


B. 

BaUmaU  of  the  ea^pentt  of  hu^^ng  tmd  tauqtping  a 

forty-four  gan  fri^aU  oftMjtr^  au$. 
I4y400feetof  UTCoaktatfl  SO       .      .  #31,000 
88^0  feet  whito  oak  and  jeDow  pnok  at 

80  eta.   36,600 

80,000  Ibfl.  eopper  boltm  at  40  ets.  -  -  8,000 
87,600  Iba.  eopper  aheathing  and  nail%  at  40 

cenU  13,376 

78  toD%  160.000  Iba.  of  iron,  at  8  eta.  .  9,000 
11.600  Iba.  ofletd,  at  10  eta.  -  -  -  1,160 
Labor  of  carpenter*  and  maat-makmi  -  '  -  81^000 
Lobar  of  JoiiMi^  indodag  atiff      •  ti/M 


Blaekamitba'  work 
Plamber'ibiU  • 
Tomer's  bill  - 
Cartar'abiU  - 


708 
000 


Hall  and  qwia  complete  -  >HM76 

Blockmaker'a  bill,  inclading  gon  carriagea 

and  ererything  faroiabed  by  him  -  -  9^700 
Sailmaker'a  bill,  two  suite  ...  IB^TS 
BopemBker*a  bill,  100  ton%  at  18  eta.  per  lb.  S8,M8 

Tanner^B  biU  8M 

Painter**  btU  1^ 

Coopnr's  biU  4.BN 

Boat.bnilder'abill  1.800 

Ordnance  88  tireaty-fbnr  wraiHien,  and  SO 
fort7-two  pound  caifooadaa    .      -      -  ll^AM 

8,000  round  ahot  3^600 

1,000  grape  3,600 

190  barreb  of  powder,  at  48  eante   .  8^ 
3,000  cjlinden,  at  60  eta.   >      .      -      -  ),808 
160  mnakiBtB,  at  tlft  -  -  ^U0 

160  battlo-aies.  at  «!  60  889 
160  pikca,  at  91  U 

160  pair*  of  pistola,at  918  ... 

160sabre%at93  ....  - 
Color*  and  lignsLi  ..... 
Aoehora 

Kentledge,  130  tone,  at  9*0     -  • 
GaBbooae  ...... 

Riggw'a  bill,  86  men  fer  4  moDtba,  at  #16 
par  month 

Cbarte  and  mathoBUtical  iaatauwiti,  dec  • 
Contiflgeneiae  ..... 


Eqnipaunt  * 
Hull  and  mpm 


Building  and  equipment 


480 
1J808 
8^808 
4,888 
1^ 

9,000 
800 
4.000 

■  114,938 
-  168,476 

«S68;408 


C, 

Ettimaie  of  the  exptnte  tf  buildiiig  wti  af  ijppi'^y  « 
tUx^-of^oae  of  the  Jtnt  chut. 

6,600  feet  of  lire  oak,  at  91  30               .  9r,lN 
83,000  feet  white  oak  and  jrellow  pine,  at  80 

oenla      ......  6^680 

6,000  Iba.  of  copper  belto  and  ^ikao,  at  40 

oenta      -      -      «      -      -  8,888 
7,676  lbs.  of  ahealbing  eoppor,  and  nafli^  at 

46  cenu   8^ 

36  ton*,  60.000  lbs.  of  iron,  at  6  cte.     -  ZjM 

^000  Iba.  of  lead,  at  10  ets.      •      -      -  688 

Labor  of  earpraters  and  maat^nakei*  >      -  I8;;B08 

Labor  of  ioine^^  indoding  stuff       •      -  1,188 

ilaekamitha*  work    .....  ^009 


Bl 

Plumber'a  work 
TomoHabiU  • 
CarWabill 


GOO 
888 
300 


HnU  and  i^aiiooinpleto  ...  948JI> 

Blockmaker**  biD,  indadiog  gvn  tkrriago* 

and  erentbing  fiimiabed  him  •  •  3^008  ft 
eaitmakef'BblU.Saaite     .  -8,80818 

Ropamakar*sblll  T,l«8« 

Tanner**  bia  868  M 

Painter**  bifl  81188 

Coqper*abin  MHOO 
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Satimaiet  /or  Building  and  Equipping  iSA^p*. 


BMt-boHder'ibiU   700  00 

Oidnuce,  SO  thirty-two  poand  euronidei, 

uul  two  long  twelve  pooaden  -  •  4,600  00 
Ordnaoce  ttorai,  1,600  Ibe.  tbot  -  •  -  I,fifiO  00 
M  bl^  powder,  at  46  cento  .  >•  •  1,646  00 
1,000  cjliaden.  it  40  cento  -  -  -  400  00 
75  muket*.  at  «15  -  .  -  -  -  1,136  00 
76bBUle-axee,at  fl  60  -  -  -  lUOO 
75pikH,  attl  60  -  -  -  -  IIS&O 
76ptiMofpiatoli,at  VlO      -      -      -    760  00 

Tfiliabrea,  i[fe«S  SMOO 

Colon  and  lirmk  .660  00 

Anehofa   1,100  00 

Kentledge,  66  tona,  at  940  ...  3,200  00 
CambooM  -  -  -  -  -  .  800  00 
Rigier'i  bill,  tO  men  for  3  months  at  915 

per  month     -   000  00 

Cbarto,  mathematieal  initramonti,  dtc  -  460  00 
Cootingenciea   •      -      -      -    ,  -      .  3,000  00 


Bfoi^Bent 


986^00 


Han  aud^ara 

Equipment 


Building  and  eqoipment 


946.393 
30,930 

9«,M8 


[Commaokated  to  the  Senate  January  SO,  181S.] 

Navt  Depa^rthbnt,  Jtin.  27, 1816b 
Sir:  In  compliaDce  with  (be  request  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Naral  Affair*,  «oib- 
maoicated  by  your  letter  of  the  33d,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  for  their  inrormati<mf 
the  papers  herewith  marked  A,  B,  C;  which 
contain  the  estimates  of  expense  necessary  to 
keep  in  serrice,  for  one  year,  a  serenty-foar,  a 
forty-four,  and  a  twenty-two  gun  ship,  respce- 
tiTely;  each  baring  a  iull  complement  of  meo 
and  omcera,  and  prorisions  for  iweUe  moqthv. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 
Hod.  CuBLBa  Tait. 


BtmaU  of  the  ammU  expam  of  a  amnty/imr  gm  ^tip.~-Janmrff,  1816. 


RANK. 


PAT  An  niMMTnm. 


Fay  per 
month. 


Katiooa  eati' 
mated  with 


Amoont  of  Pay. 


IS 


1  Captain  - 

4  liienteDanto 
1  Sofgeon  - 
1  ChapUn 

I  PwMr  - 
8  Boigwm'a  mate* 
3  Maatera  • 
1  Boatowain 
1  Onnnn  - 
1  Ccrpenter 
1  Baiknaker 
8  Maaier'a  mataa 
SO  Midihipmea  - 
1  Scboelmaetor  • 
1  Captain'a  dnt 

0  Boatowain'a  matee'1 
3  Ganner's  matea  I 
3  Carpenler*a  matea  [ 

1  Stulmaker's  mate  J 
1  Armorer 

1  Coopar 
1  Stowaid 
1  If  aataMt-AnnB 
1  CoacBwain 
1  Boatowain'a  yeoman 
1  GoBDar's  yeoman 
1  Carpeater'a  yeoman 
lO  Qoarter  gnnnara 
8  Quaetermaeiam 

5  ^^^scorponla 


•6  31  ratittuper  di^BHke  ll^Spai  aannai,  at  35 
SOO  Able  seamen  ... 

SOO  Ordinary  aeameo  and  boya  .  .  .  - 
I  f  ^  and  ■ubaiitono  of  the  Wbtj  ... 
580 


9100 

40 
60 
40 
40 
80 
40 
SO 
80 
SO 
SO 
SO 
18 
36 
36 

10 


38 


18 


13 
10 


7 
13 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


91.S0O  00 
8,880  00 
600  00 
480  00 
480  00 
1.060  OO 
960  00 
840  00 
340  00 
340  00 
340  00 
730  00 
4^  00 
800  00 
800  00 

,3,786  00 


8;M4  00 


S.838  76 
38,800  00 
86,000  00 


-901,146  76 
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EHima$mfir  BmOHtHg  and  SpOppiaf  Ship*. 


B8TJHATE  A— Contiooed. 


KAZfK. 


1  Certain  of  nninM 
I  Fini  Ueotowmt 
1  8M0>d  lievteiunt 
S  SofMUila 
S  Coii^onls 
S  Mtiueiaiu 
80  FrivatM  • 


656  0  ntioM  per  iaj  luka        per  mnvit  st  M  ilh 

Paj  waA  ■abefatenee  of —rinee      .      .      .  . 

Ptj  ud  lolMietMiee  of  nevj  oflloen,  otumii,  and 
mariiiM     -  . 


amtlu 


$40 

90 
35 
9 
8 
7 
• 


Rattoai 
DMted  with 


Anumntflf 


t4Sf  00 

360  00 
300  00 
864  00 

888  00 

loaoo 

4^  00 
406  SI 


PmitioiU- 

697  bunk  of  We^  ftt  «17  SO   910^447  M 

SlSbarrebofpork.  atfSl  60  11^00 


171  bemli  of  iow^  at  «10 
I6,<HMI  poondi  of  toelt  M  90  centa  • 
30e,S04poandioflmd.ai6c«iti  • 
18,190  pomidi  of  dleew,  at  SO  OMkti 
pounds  of  battw,  at  S0  esnla 
43Sbiubabof|Maa,  ^$1  80  - 
34,1 13  povndi  of  rice,  at  fi  cents 
3,183  (>Uons  of  moUsaes,  at  $1 
3,189  gaOans  of  vinegar,  at  36  ceato 
14,VMgajiloiuof«pirit,at«l  - 


PiotUhw  Ar  666  pmonB  ... 


1,710  00 

11^  04 
SiflMOQ 
l^OO 
•8I  M 
1,706  40 
9^183  10 

ta»N 

14»964  09 


88eiVMiit*sfQits,at«2e 
66.  CemralsTm  wcians*  and  ■lintes'  soils,  at  $U 

6P^of8hoiildarknots,at«I  50 
68  Capa,  plumes,  handle  ud  sacles,  at  9S 
68  Stoclu,  at  30  cenU                   -   .  - 
378  Pain  of  aboes,  at  91  87^  . 
68  Blankets,  at  96   

6  Wat^  eoats,  at  910  .      .  ■  . 


68 


Cletliing 


■191  -  .  f  .  .  .  - 
and  ptkknif  at  36  ooita  .... 


tun 

l,MiW 
««o 

IM  W 
1810 
8HN 

m» 

80M 
93,80OM 


ICIitaiT  stoias 

Reeapitidaiian      Giimvl  IktimaU. 

Pay  and  sabdsteoce  of  the  Navy  ■  

ParandmbrfstaicaofiBaiiiiaa  ....... 

novUms  

Clothing  of  marinea       .'.      .      .  .'. 

Militaiy  atores  for  marines  ........ 

Hosjrftal  eiMaa  and  medianee  

Omtingsiieto%  mar  and  tear,  te.  -  


••1,11618 
OJMM 

63,610  04 

3.600  GO 
8ft  00 
1,600  OO 

36,000  or 


Whole  annaal  eipenee  of  a  aeTaB^4nir 


9ieS;740  « 
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AdnofBt^  BuSdlng  and  Squipping  Shipg. 


B. 

EaHmaUtftAeanmude3epen»eofa/orty/<Mrgun$hip.~Ja^  1816. 


RANK. 


TAX  An  tVHxtmeB. 


BUmUL 


Biatad  with 


Anwuttof  Fiff. 


1  OftpUin  - 

8  LiwtcnuU  - 
1  Surfcon  - 
1  Chaplain  - 
I  PwMr  - 

9  Smgwm*!  natei 

1  Boatswain  1 

1  Onnner     (  j 

1  Caiprater  f 

1  Saiuoaksr  J 

S  Ifaiter'a  matea 
30.  Midshipmen  • 

1  Captain's  dark 

S  BMttminVnataa 

1  Owuw'amata 

1  Cwpantar's  mate 

1  awHmafcai's  mate 

X  AnmoTsr 

1  Cooper 

1  Stewaid 

L  Master-at-Arnu 

1  C«zswain 

1  BoatswainTWMBaii 

1  GiuuMi'a  do. 

1  Oaipantai'a  do. 
10  QwtargauHn 

8  Qmrtannaatan 

1  ^^seofponl 

159  Able  saaman   -  -       -  - 

170  Ordinaiy  seamen  and  baj»  

99  rations  per  day  make  10,686  per  annam,  at  SO  cti. 
Faj  and  aobaiBtsnca  of  the  Navr    .      .      .  - 
I  Fbuliaatanaatof  marinaa 
1  Baeond  UsvtaBant 

8  Ssrgaanta  ..^  

S  Cofparab  

S  Mwidaaa  

48  Privates   - 


•100 
40 

60 
40 
40 
30 
40 

M 

SO 
10 
S6 

19 


7 
IS 
1 
1 
1 
S 
1 


18 


13 

10 


30 
98 
9 

8 
7 
S 


460 


9  ratioiis  par  d^  aaka  1^096par  ananm,at  95  eante 
Pay  and  anbdatnea  ofnuriMa     .     .     .  . 

P»y  and  aulniitanoa  of  naiy  oAeora,  ssamnn,  aftd 


f  1^900  00 
3,880  00 
600  00 
480  00 
480  00 
7S0  00 
480  00 

990  00 

480  00 
4,560  00 
300  00 

1,140  00 


0,048  00 


S}.09ft  00 
90,400  «0 
9,944  99 


360  00 
809  99 
3M  00 
103  00 
198  00 
8^  00 


878  76 


■fMt«T4  9l 


6,078  76 


•70P48  90 
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410  bwreto  ofbair.  st  917  M  -      .  tr,m  M 

351  b«rr«]i  of  pork,  at  931  SO  7fiU  00 

118  Iwreli  of  flour,  It  910  1,180  N 

11,700  pound*  raet,  »t  SO  cenU  per  pound   .  S^M  « 

9,000  poandi  cheese,  kt  20  ceato   -       .   1,800  00 

148,690  potindi  bread,  tt  6  ceola       .      ...........       -   ifilS  00 

S,08fi  poandt  batter,  at  SO  cento  -       -740  15 

874  Inuhela  pea^  at9l  4MW 

S3,4O0  poondi  rire,  at  6  centi   -    •  •       -    1«110  M 

l,46Mt«U«wmolaiNa,at9lpflTCKU(«  1.4a  H 

1,464  gtlloM  TiiMgar,  at  S6  MBto  3M6I 

le^tSTl  gaUooa  spirit,  at  91  lO^n?  N 

PiovMon   04l»AUm 

CMkSngfirMaTiM 

8  Sergeant*!  rait^  at  936   -  -fTBOl 

68  Corporah,  maiidans,  and  pnTatoi*  fttit^  at  934   -       -         1^48  00 

6Painaboalderknoto.at9l  60  TOO 

60  Cap  plonie^  banda^  and  eaglM,  ^9S-  ...  .      .      .      .  -IIOM 

60  Steda,  at  30  eanto  -  11  00 

66  Blankat%  at  9S  -.;  17600 

SM  Pain  ahoai,  at  91  87^    -      -  !    -  '  SOS  BO 

e  Watch  ooatu,  at  916      -   -  -MOO 

CletUnc   -     =  #8;i«»  05 

imtarf  8tm  fir  MttHnm. 

6S  Knanaarfci,  at  9l    ■  -  -  t69  M 

W  Broebaa  Hd  ptidura,  at  SO  «Mita  ......13n 

MUilMryatnaa    .  968  n 

Paj  and  aobaiitanoa  of  die  MaTf     ^   -      -  9S4,m  SS 

Fay  and  aabsiatanee  of  maiiiiea   ^fm  75 

Proviaiona  ^\11  W 

Clothing  of  milma      V»  M 

Mditary  stone   08  n 

Hospital  atone aad  mediciBee  isgg  gg 

OnttegaMies,  wear  and  tear,  fte.'--..-.   m 

Wfcoteaan«l«xpaiMsofafinfy<ltar    -     .    9134,3II«  81 
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Etlinate»/or  Building  onrf  Equipping  £9^p«. 


C. 

Eatimatt  <f  the  amtual  expaue  <f  a  tU)op-tf-war     fAc  Jfr«t  el<u».—Jawuaryt  1810. 


RANK. 


PAT  An  luvnsTivcx. 


Pay  per 
month. 


i^aptaiik 
^tttWMDta  - 
*t»r»er  -  " 
burgeon 

iargeon's  mttM  - 

SoaUwain  • 
Sooner 
^milmafcer  - 
Carpenter  - 
Master**  matoi  • 
Midshipman 
!y»ptMn*«  derfc  - 
SMtewain'f  mttM  ^ 
Sonaer**  mate      >  i 
Liarpeoter*!  mote  ) 
Coxswain 
ITaiMBen 
^oaiteP-gODDsn 
l^oaitennasten 
Armorer 
Steward 
Cooper 
Master-at-arms 
Cook 
Able  seamen 

Ordinarj  seamen  and  boys 

20  ralioDs  par  day  make  7,800  annnm  at  16  eoitft  - 
Pay  and  anbsiitenee  ot  the  Navy       .      .      -  • 

Second  Lieotenant  of  Marines  

Sergeant  ------ 

Corporala  - 

Mnsieians 

Printes      -      -  - 

1  latioB  per  day  makes  365  pa  aWHUB,  at  25  eenti  - 
f  and  sabsiatenoe  of  marines  ..... 

y  and  iobutfenoe  of  Navy  officea,  aeamen,  and  marines 


18 


»75 
40 
40 
60 
3b 
40 
SO 
20 
20 
SO 
20 
10 
26 

10 


18 


12 
10 


26 
0 
8 

7 
C 


RatioDi  esti 
mated  with 
pay. 


Amonnt  of  pay. 


$900  00 
1,440  00 
480  00 
600  00 
720  00 
480  00 
240  00 
240  00 
240  00 
240  00 
720  00 
2,280  00 
300  00 

912  00 


8,888  00 


8,640  00 
^760  00 
1.825  00 


800  00 
108  00 
192  00 
168  00 
i,61S  00 
9L  26 


•20^  00 


2.371  26 


PrminanM* 

167  barrels  of  beef,  at  «17  60   fS.9SS  50 

144  barrels  of  pork,  at  «31  60   W 

48barreboffloar,  atflO     480  00 

1,604  pounds  of  soet,  at  20  cents  -  900  80 

!.696  poonds  of  bread,  at  6  cents   ^521  W 

1,680  pounds  of  eheew,  st  20  cenU  -78»08 

1,106  ptnnds  of  batter,  at  26  cents   29900 

ISO  buhels  of  peas.  atflSO        -             -      •  -      *      -      -  195  00 

1,668  ponndi  of  rice,  at  6  oento   478  40 

6«8  KtUons  of  molaases,  at  «1   6B8  00 

698  gallons  of  Tineftr,  at  25  eenlk   U9  60 

MWgaUonaofspirit,at«l  -  ^ 

FnnUaasteoMhvadMdaBdaigh^-lharpmaw  »17,682  90 
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I  ki*  ft 


im 


CofHart  oftii»  BrUUh  Skip  of  Wtr  Lmmt. 


CUtkiiig  _fitr  JUarinet. 
I  SvicMif s  ndt  -  -UNO* 

at  #»4  eOOOO 

8  ptin  of  duHiIder  knoto,  at  tl  00   -  4  00 

M  caps,  i^amfls,  bandi^  ud  m^m»  at  ftl    -   OS  00 

M  itoclu,  at  80  oeato  B  80 

MUHik«tt,at»6    130  00 

iMpd»ariboM,>t«i  an      -     -  •14»06 
Smtekfloati.at«lS      -      -      -      -  00  00 


f  WO  70 


M 
M 


BSBiHsiy  Stortt  fir  JMfHMfc 

at«i  00 

aad  pnckai%  at  SB  cmM    •     -    6  60 

*8S  60 


Recapitwhtionasid  general  etiimate. 

Pay  and  nbrfitema  of  Um  Ilasy  -      •  9M,flD0  00 

Pay  and  aahrfatOMe  «f  maiioaa  S^l  SO 

ProTbioM   17,»»  M 

dotbiDf  of  marinea             -  990  70 

miitaiy  atom  for  mariaaa     ...  38  00 

HMpital  itom  and  medicinM       -      -  800  00 

CoDtiogenctw,  waar  and  taar,  Ac        -  7,000  00 


•69,in  41 


CAPTORS  OF  THE  BRITISH  SHIP-OF-WAR 
LEVANT  REWARDED. 

[CommaniaMad  UUm  Home,  Fetvaaiy  6, 18100 
Mr.  PLUBionn  made  ttie  followias  nport: 
The  CommHite*  oa  Naral  Affatrt,  to  wbom  waa 
Tcferred  ibe  petittoa  of  Captain  Gbarlaa  Stewart, 
Ulc  commaDder  of  the  frimte  CoaitittitioD,  prajr- 
iDg  to  be  paid  th«  ralae  of  the  Leraatj  a  British 
ahip-of-war  eanlared  bjr  the  CoOBtitmon  ta  her 
late  cruise,  aod  takeo  by  force  oat  of  the  harbor 
of  Fort  Praya,  a  neutral  port,  by  a  squadron  of 
British  ships,  have  bad  the  said  petition  under 
GoasideratioD,  and  make  the  following  report: 
^a  patiiioner  lUtea  that  on  tbe  SOth  of  Fcb- 
mary  1815,  with  the  frigate  ConatitntioD  nnder 
kia  eomuMBd,  whtbt  emMng  ia  tlw  ungkbn- 
hood  of  the  ialand  of  Madeira,  he  feU  in  with  two 
BrUiah  ahips  of  war,  the  Cyane  mounttog  tbirty- 
iaoi  guos,  and  the  LeTaot  mounting  twenty-one ; 
thai  ihe  GonsUtution  btottght  the  two  abipa  to 
MtiM^  and  captured  both  watt  a  conflict  of  forty 
vimtes;  that  baring  taken  possession  of  her 
Iptiaaa  the  Constitution  proceeded  on  her  ernise, 
■ad  on  the  lOtb  of  March  anchored  with  her 

Eisea  in  Port  Praya  in  St.  Jago,  one  of  the  Cape 
T«'d  islands  belonging  to- Portugal  ;  that,  on 
We  next  day,  March  the  llth,  whilst  lying  in  the 
said  port,  they  discovered  a  squadron  of  ^ips, 
Irhteh  ultimately  prored  to  be  British,  eonsisting 
of  three  sail,  two  of  siztr-e^ht  and  one  of  fifty 
inua,  commanded  by  Sir  deoise  CoHier;  tbac 
the  Constiiuiioa  with  har  prizes  immediately  got 
«ader  way,  and  with  moeh  dtffieoUr-eieaped  the 


enemy,  who  had  approached  Tery  near,  aader 
aoTcr  oCa  thick  fog,  before  tb^  wwediaeoTetcd; 
that  the  Constitution  and  Cyane  got  off  wiihaat 
being  brought  to  action  by  so  superior  a  fone, 
and  the  Lerant,  which  had  mored  in  a  direelioa 
to  diride  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  P"*- 
sned,  was  enabled  to  gat  back  into  Pact  Pra/a, 
and  anchored  close  under  the  batterie^  thinking 
the  enemy  would  respect  the  neutrality  of  the 
port ;  that  in  that  aituation  she  was  attacked  aad 
tekett  posseanon  of  br  the  enemy,  without  any  at- 
tempt  OB  the  part  of  the  Portuguese  to  pteTCit 
the  outrage. 

The  petitioner  asks  of  Congress  to  pmj  M  ik 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Consutotioa  the  valac  «f 
the  Levant,  she  having  been  capcnred  1^  t 
on  the  hifh  seas,  and  forcibly  taken  from  a  i 
tral  port  by  the  enemy. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  peti- 
ttoners  have  not  a  right  to  demand  of  the  Coiled 
Stales  the  value  of  tne  said  prize.  Thofl^  the 
Government  have  a  right  to  demand  the  Poc- 
toguese  Qoveroment  compenntioa  fix  the 
rage  committed  in  one  of  their  poftik  and  if  ooift> 
pensatioD  is  tnade,  the  amooat  onght  to  ha  Tgfi^ 
to  the  captors,  yet,  in  the  nopny  and  gvant  haasci 
sustained  by  our  citizens  dvriaf  the  Jnu  w  in 
Europe  by  the  riolation  of  their  neaiinl  i^pbt^it 
haa  not  been  the  practice  of  the  Gorwnaeni  is 
make  eompeaaation  for  such  Jmaaa.  W««o  it  «c 
be  done  in  this  case,  the  capiers  wanM  be  placed 
in  a  more  elipble  situation  than  if  the  oeifn|e 
had  not  been  eommitted;  in  that  case  dwr  wowa 
have  had  to  encounter  the  ordinary  dangvta  aC  the 
sea  in  bringing  their  prize  into  port;  nad  aiso 
the  hazard  of  recapture  by  the  enemy.  Bat  pre- 
cceding  on  the  principle  noted  on  by  Congfieaa  in 
other  caaea  wJiich  oceoried  duruDg  the  lata  war, 
of  making  some  oamacmatioa  for  the  gmilaniry 
and  good  conduct  of  ue  oCkers  and  men,  vhaie 
they  did  not  racceed  in  getting  their  pcizca  into 

Sort,  and  such  gallantry  and  good  condaaLhuinK 
een  signally  dtsplayed  in  thu  action,  ibm  infier 
tribaaaTs  having  determioed  that  the  foaoe  «f  the 
eDaoy  wae  aapariai^  tha  ooaunaiteo  mki^  the 
ease  of  the  Froilc  eapnind  bf  th*  nil 
recaptured  by  the  eaeny,  as  a  proper  oriterioa, 
thafwee  ef  the  LaiMtbauig  abant  efnal  to  that 
of  tha  FioUe.  and  the  eompensation  made  bAg 
twenty-five  tboosand  dolUn,  recommend  the  fas' 
sage  of  an  act  anthorizing  the  payment  of  that 
sum  to  the  officers  aad  crew  of  the  fenatitiiiina. 
to  be  deducted  from  the  aatae^rf  the  Lovaa^  pro* 
vided  the  Qorernmeot  auccecd  ia  obtaiatag  aoeh 
value  from,  the  Fortugveae  Gorcramci 
this  purpose  they,  herewith  r^nrta  biE. 


Tb  the  Aonoroife  the  Smatt  end  Aaee  • 
tha  of  the  United  Shle$«f  AiuHcS,im' 
tmemMed.   The  pe(itSo»tf  Iketmlminn  iwm\4 
JitUgtkowtk.' 

Philaoblphu,  December  2:1, 1SI& 
That,  an  tbn  Mth  dar  «f  Fobrwriu  W5,  the 
United  Statea  frigate  Constitution,  then  aader 
ikis  oommand,  did,  in  pomianca  of  the  otdnef 
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he  kte  hooonUe  Seeretarr  of  Ae  Narr,  Wniiim 
Tooes,  orertaire  on  the  bieh  Kts,  awat  sixty 
n^uw  from  the  igland  of  ftfadeira,  Hit  BritaoDic 
tfaje«ty*s  Bbipa  of  war  the  CjraDe,  of  tfainy-fottr 
fuog,  commanded  hf  Capiaia  Gordon  Falooa, 
:iid  the  Levant,  of  twcnly-oae  guns,  oomnnnded 
yf  Captain  the  honorable  Qeorge  Donglas,  both 
KMt  eaptaiBB  in  the  nary  of  C&eat  Britain,  and 
lid  there  brinif  to  action,  engage  with,  and  cap- 
are  the  said  two  ships  of  war,  the  Cyane  and 
jeraat,  after  a  sharp  conflict  of  forty  mtoDtes; 
ind  that  yoar  petitioner  did  take  poaeisioD  of 
ha  two  priaea«ftiMaiM,  and  froeted  in  thvliigw 
M  Connitaiion  wkh  them  to  the  irfand  of  St. 
Tago,  one  of  the  Oape  T«rd8,  ia  the  poaaasiion 
if  ih«  troops  and  sabjeets  of  the  Prtsea  lUgent 
it  Portagai,  with  whom  we  mre  at  peace,  aod 
roa  whona  there  had  issaed  a  deelaratrao  of 
wotrality  when  the  war  between  the  United 
States  aad  Great  Britain  was  naade  known  to 
lim ;  that  yoar  petitioaer,  hariog  come  to  anchor 
iritii  the  CoastiiatioOj  aod  the  above  maied 
wiaea,  in  Port  Praya,  in  the  aforesaid  island  oi 
it.  Jmgoy  on  the  10th  day  of  Hareh,  1815,  dis- 
WTercd,  on  the  followioy  day,  (while  preparatione 
*ere  making  by  yoar  petitiwer  to  divest  himself 
if  hia  prteoners,  by  sending  them  on  parole  to 
Ittbadoas  agreeaue  to  his  instraeiions,)  off  the 
tart,  a  oqoftdroD  of  three  ships  of  war,  betoagiiw 
o  cha  Kifig  of  Great  Briuia,  coaiiBaBdffl  by  hw 
Aoara^eaeraUy,  aad  aader  the  oomniand  of  the 
ODoraole  Sir  George  Collier  partienlarly,  eoa- 
bting  of  the  Leander  of  sixty-eight  gans,  New- 
aslle  of  sixty-ei^bl  gans,  and  Acasta  fifty 
[QBs ;  that  the  said  sqaadfon  by  neaas  of,  aod 
«Tered  by,  a  thick  fog,  approaoticd  the  ship  Coa- 
titatieai  and  her  two  priies  wiibin  three  miles 
cEsm  they  were  diacorered,  which  near  approaoh 
eft  -DO  lima  for  your  petitiaaer  to  besiiaie  or  de* 
ihente  oa  the  skaatioB  of  your  good  ahip  the 
3oastiiatwB  and  her  two  prises,  bat  obliged  him, 
br  the  seeoftty  of  that  valaaUe  vcseel  lotnMcd 
o  his  care,  to  get  uadtr  weigh  aa^  reseae  her 
ron  tiM  probule  gfasp  of  the  aaemy,  whiHi 
fwmr  pariuaaer  did,  taUiw  with  him  the  two 
iiBBfi  ahips  aforesaid,  that  they  might  be  used  aa- 
laidhic  to  cmaMaiieei^  cad  for  tha  paipaae  of 
■WHg  the  CanHHuiieB ;  aU  of  wM«fa  waa  doaa 
icccmteff  lotbt  basuriiiU/Mkl  jadgmaotof  yoar 
wtitsDnrj  aad  yonr  pnaova  aWp  lha  Ggnaciiii- 
ian  fAtttraediaaafriy  to  the  port  of  Bisaiii. 

-Aad  four  fMitiooar  b^  leave  to  alaia,  to 
roar  honaraUe  body,  that  whKe  they  wet*  ia  tha 
«t  of  ffottiaif  aader  weigh  ia  the  harbor  of  Poet 
^wya,  the  flag  of  the  Pi?aoe  Rcgaat  ef  Poetqgal 
na  hoisted  oa  two  several  forla,  and  a  fire  ogwaod 
iram  their  batteries  apoa  the  Coostitotiao  aad 
lee  twa  prises;  aemai  sbelftam  them  paariag 
toth  over  aad  striking  near  the  beads  of  tb«  Ooa- 
titatiea  ;  that  after  yew  petitiMier  had  derived 
til  the  advaalages  he  could  from  his  prizes  albn- 
aid,  the  Levaot  rctamed  into  the  harbor  of  Port 
?ray«,  aad  came  to  anofaor  close  to  the  batteries 
hanof.  wliare  «ha  was  aoon  after  attacked  by  the 
ihaawid  anaadioB,  nndar  tha  aoaaoNod  ot  the 
ilarcNid      Gm^  CatUar,  a^  AniUr  tahM 


possession  of  by  them  and  carried  from  out  of  tha 
harbor  of  Port  Praya  aforesaid,  without  the  troopS| 
garrison,  or  sabjeets  of  the  Prince  Regeot  of  Por- 
tugal  making  any  resistance  or  hindrance  what- 
ever, as  they  were  in  duty  booad  to  do  within 
the  harbors  and  aentral  waters  of  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portogal. 

Toar  petitioner,  therefore,  for  aod  in  behalf  of 
himself,  the  gallant  oflSeers,  and  crew  of  the  frigate 
Constitatian  aader  his  cotaraand,  and  ■in  eoaoid- 
eratioa  of  their  haiag  eo  aate«tfuUy  aod  njaaiiy 
robbed  and  dqniTed  of  the  untl  adrantagH  that 
woald  accrue  to  them,  for  their  gallantry  in-M- 
gaging  aad  sobdaiac  the  aforciaia  two  sBipa«f* 
war  brioaging  to  the  Kieg  of  Great  BntaiSf 
hambly  bw  your  honorabte  bodr  will  take  thia 
their  ease  Kilo  eonsideratioo ;  and  that  yoa  wiR 
be  pleaaed  to  grant  to  them  the  value  of  the  said 
ship  Levaat, «  vhieb  ibey  have  been  descivad 
as  above  stated ;  aad  yoar  peiitiMicr  will  ever 
pray,  Ac 

Late  eoanm^^^Sto  ^ni^iM. 


Navt  DBPASTHBaT,  Jonuorfi,  1816. 

Sia:  In  compliance  with  the  iostmetioaa  «f 
tha  hooorabia  Commltiea  i^oo  Ifeval  Afiirai 
eommaaieated  by  yoar  letter  the  S9lh  uUiato, 
I  bava  the  boaor  to  easloaa  to  you  papers  No.  1 
to  6}  irtiich  oMtain  all  the  infoinuttOB  in  the 
poBseeaioo  of  this  Department  relative  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  British  vessels  of  war  Cjane  and  Le- 
vant, by  the  United  States'  frigate  Coastitatioa, 
under  tha  oommaad  of  Captain  Charles  Stewarlj 
of  the  Uaiied  States'  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bt,  very  M^iectfnlly,  fom 
obedient  eervaat, 

B.  W.  CROWNINfiHIKLO. 

Hon.  Jutaa  PLBABAMfto,  Jun. 
C%mirwu»  Cam,  aa  Mmwd  i§ain. 

No.  1. 

U.  S.  fWOATS  CoMartTBTION,  Af<^,  1615. 

eta :  On  tha  80th  of  Fabraary  laat,  the  islaad 
of  Madaria-baariag  aboat  wasl-aMthweat,di8taat 
sixty  leagues,  an  fell  ia  with  His  Britaaaia 
jestjr^  lara  ahipa  of  war  the  Oyaar  aad  the  L»> 
vaal,  aad  bfooght  Ihem  to  aatioa  about  6  o'elaek 
ta  the  avBoangt  baifc  of  whioh,  after  a  apirltad 
eagagcmoat  of  forty  mioMtea,  saicendend  ta  the 
ship  aader  my  command. 

Coasidcriag  the  advaaiages  derived  by  the 
eaaaay,  from  a  divided  and  more  active  foeiw,  as 
also  dicir  sttperianty  in  the  weight  aod  nnmhar 
of  their  gaas,  I  deem  the  speedy  and  decisive  r»> 
salt  of  this  action  the  straagest  asaoraaee  whidh 
can  he  given  to  Govecaaeat  that  all  aader  mr 
oommaad  did  their  duty,  aod  gaUantiy  sai^ortaa 
the  rcputatioa  of  Amef  loaa  aeamea. 

Bocloaed  yoa  will  receive  the  miootes  of  the 
aeiioo,  and  a  list  of  the  killed  aad  wooodad  oa 
board  this  ship}  abo,  endosed,  you  will  leeeivvL 
for.  yoar  toformation,  a  amtameatof  the  actual 
fowa  of  the  oaamy,  aad  tha  Bumbar  of  hUM  aad 
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voosded  <m  board  tbdr  ibfpt  u  near  t»  eoald  be 
amruined. 

I  hav«  tb*  boDor  to  be.  Ac. 

GHARLBS  STBWART. 

Hob.  B.  W.  Ciowrinsbibld, 

No.  3. 

OomnHBon  witb  fnib  bracica  ud  foggr 
wtBtbor:  at  fire  niaiMn  past  1^  diaeoTcred  a 
large  ihip  tbroog b  th«  fog,  aUBding  ia  for  Pon 
Praya;  at  cigbt  Bunalat  put  13,  dueoTered  two 
•tbw  large  afaip*  altera  of  ber,  abo  itaadiBg  id 
far  tbe  port.  From  ibeir  geaeral  appearance, 
aappoted  tbtm  to  be  eoa  of  tbe  eaemjr'i  a^nad- 
rena,  and,  from  tbe  little  respect  biiberio  paid  bjr 
them  to  oeiural  water*,  I  deemed  it  most  prudent 
to  pat  to  aea.  The  signal  was  madetotbeCyane 
and  LeTant  to  gvt  under  weigh;  at  twelre  after 
meridian,  witb  our  topuil  «el,  we  cnt  our  cable 
and  got  under  wetgn,  (when  the  Porluguete 
•pf  Bed  a  Are  OB  m  from  sereral  of  their  batteries 
M  iborci)  tbe  wize  shipi  followed  oar  motioat, 
aad  itood  oat  of  tbe  barbor  of  Port  Praya  elose 
aoder  Beat  poiat,  pasaiag  tbe  t^mj't  sqoadroB 
aboat  gaosbot  to  wiadward  of  Ibera.  Crossed 
oar  top-pllaat  yards  and  set  furcsail,  mainsail, 
spanker,  flyiag  jibj  and  top-galleot  sails.  The 
eventy  veeing  as  under  weigh,  taeked  ship,  asd 
iiMde  all  sail  in  ehase  of  u«.  As  far  as  we  eoald 
judge  of  their  rates  from  tb^  thiokness  of  tbe 
weather,  sapposed  them  two  ibtps-of-tbe-Une, 
and  one  frigate.  At  half  past  mendian,  cut  away 
the  boats  towing  astern,  first  cotter  and  gig }  at 
1  P.  M.  found  oar  aailmg  aboat  eqaal  with  tbe 
ship  on  oar  qaarter,  bat  tbe  frigiie  luffing,  gain- 
ing our  wake,  and  rather  dropping  astern  of  us; 
finding  the  Gyane  dropping  astern  and  to  leeward, 
aod  tbe  frigate  gaining  on  ber  fast,  I  found  it  im- 
possible to  sare  ber  If  ihe  continued  on  tbe  same 
eoarse,  without  baring  the  Cooatitotioo  brougbt 
to  action  hf  tbeir  wbola  foraei  I  nude  -tbe  aigoal 
Mten  minutes  put  1  P.  M.  to  ber  to  tack  nhfik 
wbieb  wu  complied  with.  This  manaurre,  I 
•onceired,  would  deuch  one  of  tbe  eaemy'i 
ships  in  parsait  of  her,  while,  at  tbe  same  time, 
from  ber  positioB,  she  would  be  enabled  to  reaeh 
the  anchorage  at  Port  Praya  before  the  detached 
ships  coBid  eome  up  with  ber;  hot,  if  they  did 
Dot  taefc  after  ber,  it  would  aiSord  ber  an  oppor< 
tanity  to  double  their  rear,  and  make  her  escape 
before  the  wind.  They  all  continaed  ia  full 
ebase  of  tbe  Lerani  and  this  ship;  the  ship  on 
our  lee  qaarter  firing  by  diriMons  broadsides;  ber 
shot  falling  short  of  us.  At  3  P.  M.  by  our  bar- 
ing dropped  the  Lerant  considerably,  her  sitaa- 
tioo  became  (from  the  position  of  the  enemy's 
frigate)  similar  to  the  Cyane,  it  became  neees- 
«ry  to  separaie  also  from  the  Leraai,  or  risk  ibis 
abip  being  brougbt  to  aotioD  to  eorer  her.  1 
■adatba  signal  at  fira  miaataa  puiSforherto 


tack,  wbieb  wu  complied  with;  at  twelre  wia- 
ates  past  three,  tbe  whole  of  tbe  eoemyU  Mfui' 
roa  taeked  in  pursuit  of  tbe  Lerant.  aod  gare  «p 
tbe  pursuit  of  this  ship.  This  saierifiee  of  ibt 
Lerant  became  necessary  for  tbe  prescrratioa  af 
the  Coaslitotion.  Sailingmaster  Hiimi,  Bid> 
sbipmaa  Varnum,  one  boauwaia'a  aatiL  aad 
twdre  men.  wen  abaeat  oa  duty  ia  the  fifth  eal- 
ter,  to  briag  the  eartel  brig  aadcr  onr  ataia. 


No.  8. 

'titmUmbiiwemthe  VmiUd  Siatmfiif 
«fe  CmtHtuHm.  ami  Bit  Jlqfcs<y>  «^pe 
mU  Lemmt,  mOutOtk  Feirumnf,  181ft. 

Coameaees  witb  light  breeses  from  the  east- 
ward aad  cloody  weather  { at  I,  diseorered  a  sail 
two  poiate  oo  the  larboard  bow ;  baotcd  ap  aad 
aude  sail  ia  chase ;  at  qurter  past  1,  made  tbe 
sail  to  be  a  ship;  at  tbree^aarters  put  1,  diseor-' 
«red  aaotber  sail  ahead ;  made  tbem  oat  uSP.M. 
to  be  both  ships,  standing  close  hauled  with  tbeir 
starboard  Ueu  on  board.  At  4  P.  M.  tbe  wea&b- 
ermost  ship  made  signals,  aod  bore  op  for  her 
consort,  then  about  ten  miles  to  leeward;  we 
bore  up  after  ber,  and  set  lown  topmasr,  ti>pgai' 
taut,  and  royal  studding  saih  ia  ebaae  ;  at  half 
put  A,  carried  away  oor  main  royal  -mast ;  took 
IB  tbe  aails  aad  got  aaotber  prepared.  At  S  P. 
BC  eommaaand  finag  m  tbe  cum,  from  our  two 
larboard  bow  gtras ;  our  shot  falliiig  shorv  eeaaad 
fit iag ;  at  half  put  6,  finding  it  impoasiUa  lo 
prerent  their  jnaetion,  cleared  ship  for  aetioa, 
then  about  four  miles  from  tbe  two  ships;  at 
forty  mianles  after  5,  they  passed  within  haM 
of  each  other,  and  hauled  by  tbe  wiad  oa  the 
starbMrd  uck,  hauled  up  their  eoarses,  aad  pre- 
pared to  reoeire  us  j  at  forty-fire  miaotes  paat  6, 
they  aude  nil  sail  elose  hauled  by  the  wiadL  im 
hopes  of  getting  to  windward  irf"  us;  si  fifty-Are 
minutes  put  5,  ftading  tbenuelres  disappoiaied 
ia  tbeir  objeet,  and  we  were  cloetag  with  tbev 
fast,  they  sborteoed  sail,  and  formed  on  a  Una  of 
wind  aboat  half  a  cable's  length  from  each  otbsr. 
At  6  P.  M.,  baviag  tbem  nader  commaDd  of  oar 
batury,  hoisted  oar  culora,  whieh  wu  aaswarod 
by  both  ships  boistiag  Bngliah  eaaigas.  Ac  fire 
miaates  put  6,  ranged  up  oa  the  aiarboaid  aide 
of  the  slernmoat  ship  about  three  huadrad  yaids 
disuat,  aod  eommeaoed  tbe  uttoa  by  broadside^ 
both  ships  retarniag  our  fire  witb  great  spirit  for 
about  fineen  minaies ;  then  tbe  fire  of  the  easmy 
beginning  to  slacken,  and  the  great  eolvaa  ix 
smoke  colleoted  under  oar  lee  induced  m  weeaaa 
oar  fire  to  aseertain  tbetr  positiona  and  eoadi- 
tions;  and  in  aboat  three  miiuites,  tbe  aanokc 
eleariog  away,  we  found  oursalres  abreast  of  ibt 
headaiost  ship,  the  sternauet  abip  Ittffio^  up  far 
our  larboard  quarter ;  we  poured  a  braadvidc  taio 
the  headmost  ship,  and  then  braced  aback  oar 
main  aod  miszen  topsails,  and  backed  uM^n  os- 
der  corer  of  the  smoke,  abmst  tbe  sieroaMit 
ship;  when  tbe  action  wu  continaed  with  spirit 
and  considarabla  cfieet  antit  tbirty-Ar«  oHaaMn 
put  6,  when  the  aaemy'e  fira  again  nlankiard. 
aad  wa  daMonnd  Iha  headaeat  trartai  «r{ 
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filled  oar  topaiU^  shot  ahead,  and  gare  her  two 
itera  rakes;  we  Ihea  diseorered  the  steranost 
ihip  wearing  aho,  wore  ihip  inmedUteljr  after 
her,  ind  gare  her  a  ttera  rake,  she  lafflaff  too  on 
our  starboard  bows,  and  giriag  as  her  Tsrboard 
broadside  ;  we  raogisd  np  od  her  Isrboard  qaarter 
within  bail,  and  was  about  to  give  her  oar  star- 
board broadside,  when  she  struck  her  colors,  fired 
I  lee  gun,  ind  fielded.  At  Hftj  minntes  past  6, 
took  possession  of  His  Hejestjr*B  ship  Cjrane, 
Captain  Qordon  Falcon,  moanling  tbfrtf-foar 
^ns.  At  8  P.  M.  filled  away  after  her  consort, 
which  was  still  in  sight  to  leeward ;  at  half  past  8. 
foand  her  standing  towards  as,  with  herstsrboard 
tack  close  hauled,  with  topgallant  sails  set,  and 
colors  flying ;  at  fiftx  minntes  past  eight,  ranged 
close  along  side  to  windward  of  ber,  on  opposite 
la^s,  and  exchanged  broadsidei^  wore  Immedi- 
ateljr  under  her  stem  and  raked  ber  with  a  broad- 
side, she  then  crowded  all  sail,  and  endeaTored 
to  escape  by  ranning ;  hauled  on  board  oar  tacks, 
Kt  Spanker  and  fljriag  jib  in  chase ;  at  half  past 
9,  commenced  firing  on  her  from  our  starboard 
bow  chaser^  gave  her  sereral  shot,  which  cut  her 
gpars  and  rigging  considerably ;  at  10 P.  find- 
ing they  could  not  escape,  fired  a  yon,  strucK  her 
colors,  and  yielded.  We  immediately  took  dos- 
lessioo  of  His  Majesty's  ship  Levant,  Hon.  Cap- 
tain Qeorge  Douglas,  mounting  twenty-one  guns. 
At  1  A.  M.  the  damages  of  oar  rig^og  were  re- 
paired, sails  shifted,  and  the  ship  bt  fighting  con- 
litioo. 

N&  4— General  On/err. 
U.  8.  FniQATa  CoMSTtTtrrioii , 
JV&niary23, 1816. 
Ga|rtain  Stewart  takes  the  first  opporlantty  of 
returning  his  thanks  to  the  officers,  seamen,  ordi- 
nary seamen,  and  marines  of  this  ship,  for  their 
pllantry,  order,  and  discipline,  displayed  by  all 
ander  his  command  on  the  night  of  the  20tn  in- 
trant, while  engaged  with  His  Majesty's  late  ships 
Cyane  and  Levant,  and  congratulates  tfaem  on 
the  glorions  result  of  their  exertions;  a  result 
whieli  could  not  hare  been  produced  against  so 
luperior  a  force,  commanded  hj  distinguished 
sffieera,  without  the  energy  ana  order  so  con- 
ipicHoasly  exhibited  by  all  on  that  occasion. 
W«  were  not  only  outnumbered  in  gnns  and 
weight  of  metal  by  the  enemy,  hot  bad  also  to 
Boateod  with  a  more  active  class  of  vessels,  and 
I  divided  force,  which  gave  to  tfaem  every  ad- 
raotage. .  Be  assured  that  the  laorels  yoa  have 
leqttired  for  youih^lves  will  D«nr  lade,  and  that 
:he  share  of  glory  yoa  have  given  to  your  coun- 
try will  be  hailed  by  your  irllow-eiiizens  with 
:b«  greatest  satisfaction,  and  posterity,  in  behold- 
Dg  the  trophies  gained  by  your  gsllaot  predeces- 
lors  in  victory,  shall  view  with  graiefal  sensa-i 
.ions  the  two  whieh  you  have  added  to  their 
lumber. 

Yuu  will  accept  his  thanks  for  the  promptness 
iritb  which  you  repaired  (he  damages  and  secured 
.h«  three  ships,  and  he  assures  yoa  that  it  will 
not  bt  icaat  amoof  yoor  merits^  when  it  is  known, 


that  in  tme  hoar  after  a  contest  ao  severe,  yoar 
own  ship  was  ready  to  fight  another  action,  and 
your  prizes  enabled  to  make  sail 

The  exeelleat  emmple  hitherto  shown  by  o«r 
naval  victors  in  their  respect  towards  the  persona 
and  property  of  a  subdued  enemy,  he  trasti^  will 
not  be  deviated  from  by  any  under  his  command ; 
surely,  there  can  be  none  among  yoo  who  can  ba 
desirous  of  tarnishing  so  mnch  of  yonr  wdl- 
earned  glory,  as  to  Msitate  between  the  choice 
of  being  scornfully  pointed  at  as  a  plunderer|  or 
to  perceive  the  finger  of  satisfaction  selecting 
yon  as  a  hero.  If,  therefore,  any  of  yoa  have 
unwarily  possessed  yourselves  improperly  of  either 
public  or  private  property,  he  commands  you  to 

?'ve  it  immediately  to  the  commanding  officer., 
on  surely  cannot  wish  to  bring  disgrace  on 
yonr  aomnaader  cnr  yoar  officers^  wham  foa  km 
so  gallantly  sopporled. 

It  is  mnch  to  ba  rcgrttted,  that  on  oaeMioaa- 
like  the  present,  the  eoounander  is  not  pemiltad 
to  see  with  his  owa  eyes  the  distinguished  mer- 
its of  each  officer,  that  he  might  thank  them  in- 
dividually for  their  exertions,  but  as  all  most 
have  done  ibeir  duty  well  to  produce  such  deai- 
slve  effect,  he  b^  they  will  receive  his  thai^ 
colleetively.  He  tenders  to  the  officers  eon* 
mandiag  the  gandeok,  forecastle,  and  quarter- 
deck divisions,  his  thanks  for  the  steady  and  in- 
cessant fire  kept  up  by  their  batteries,  the  vivaeUy 
of  which  nothing  could  surpass.  To  Captain . 
Henderson  and  Lieutenant  Free  man,  commaadiag! 
the  marines,  ba  owes  his  grateful  thanks  for  the 
liyelyand  well-directed  fire  kept  np  by  the  do> 
taehment  mkler  their  command.  He  thanks  Mr. 
Hixon.  and  the  officers  stationed  on  the  forecas- 
tle and  tops,  for  their  steady  Mtention  to  orders, 
and  the  promptness  with  which  they  replaced 
everything  important  that  was  shot  sway.  To 
Mr.  Pottinger,  and  the  officers  superintending  the 
magazines  and  passages,  he  gives  his  tbanlnfor 
the  facility  with  which  every  essential  was  fur- 
nished the  batteries  from  their  departments.  To 
Doctor  Kearney,  and  his  assistanu  in  the  cock- 
pit, be  feels  great  obligations  for  their  humanity 
and  skill  in  relieving  and  assisting  the  wounded. 
Captain  Stewart  bus  Lieutenant  Ballard  to  ac- 
cept his  thanks  for  the  prompt  assistance  he  gave 
him  in  all  the  operations  and  manceuvtes  oi  the 
ship,  for  the  alacrity  with  which  every  order  was 
attended  to,  and  the  promptness  with  which  iher 
were  exeeat^,  and  ne  assures  him  that  the  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  displayed  by  him  on 
that  occasion  will  make  a  lastiog  impression  Oik 
his  gratitude.  ToHr.  Humphreys,  commanding 
tbeflag4aard,and  ibe  officers  attached  to  him 
as  aids,  be  gives  his  thanks,  and  assures  tham 
that  he  is  highly  satisfied  with  their  gallanuy 
and  snppork 

No.  6. 

U.  S.  FaioATn  CoNSTrrurioN, 
Of  Nem  ror*,  May  18, 1816. 
Sib:  Agreeably  loan  act  of  Congress,  I  have 
the  pleaaan  to  tntaamit  lo  yoa  the  lags  of  His 


Digitized  by 


im 


1793 


QyliW    a»  Brum  JMj^^  Wbr  Xiniif.. 


Briiulue  llaiMtf  *•  ku  ahipi  Cjue  aad  Leranli 
bf  Capttia  Htaoenoa,  eDinvMB4i«g  Um  deiaeh- 
ment  of  nurinei  on  boaid  tbe  Ooosiiuuioi,  whom 
I  beg  lean  to  Kcommend  to  your  noiioe. 

Captftin  HendecaoD  ts  also  the  beatar  of  oaa  of 
tba  Coutitotioa't  mtukets.  wbiob  I  rcqaHtyoor 
jMHUMioa  to  4epo6ite  ia  the  Navy  Departneat, 
a*  a«  arideiea  of  tbe  tttmdtf  of  the  lata  awmy . 

1  am,  juf  TespeciCnllf  t  &a> 

CHARLBS  STEWART* 

Hon.  B.  W.  CaowMliiaBiiLik 

Secretary  ^  the  ifery. 


No.  6. 

B^LTiMoaa,       2, 1815. 

Bia :  I  bare  the  boaor  to  autke  kaowa  to  yoa 
mj  arriral  at  this  place  with  a  part  of  tbe  offi< 
pan  and  crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  Cm- 
•titntioD,  captnred  in  a  prise,  the  Leraat,  ia  the 
harbor  of  Paat  Piaya,  fa  the  island  of  St  Jago, 
bf  a-aqaadma  of  Hn  firiianale  Mi^tjr^  '^tp^ 
uaiiilmf  of  the  Leaadei,  Sir  GeMge  Oolliei^ 
tiba  Nowaaeile,  Lord  Oeorge  Bcowart  and  the 
Aaasia,  Captain  Kerr.  For  tbe  putienlan  of 
aff  raeaptar^  I  beg  leaye  to  refer  foa  to  tbe  en- 
dooad  atrael  from  tbe  log-book  of  the  Lerant. 

&ving  eaosed  ^  dcscmction  of  mr  own 
pa^rB,as  well  as  those  of  the  offieers  with  nae,  1 
eaa  oolf  say  lo  jam,  relatire  to  the  Oooscttation, 
tbw^  after  learing  the  port  of  Bosm.  akt  serer- 
allv  ornised  off  the  isluds  of  Bermoda  and  Jia- 
dem,  in  the  Bay  of  Kscay,  and  for  seme  time  io 
eight  «f  the  Roefc  of  Lisboo,  withmt  hanag 


met- with  bat  two  of  the  aacmy^  Teeael^eae  of 
which  was  destroyed,  the  other  ordered  la  i  aad 
that,  on  the  eveaiag  of  the  20th  of  FelitBuy,iha 
isUad  of  Madoia  bearing  wost-aonthwest  dtitiait 
■tveoty  league^  f«U  in  with,  engaged,  and.  after 
a  close  action  of  forty  minutes,  eapturea  Bis 
Britaooie  Majesn*s  ships  Cyano,  Captain  Oat- 
dea  Falcon,  aod  LeraoL  Hoa.  Capttia  Doq^aa. 
It  woald,  sir,  be  daeaed  pcesnmptioa  ia  me  to 
atteaupt  to  gire  you  partientar  details  respecting 
the  natare  of  this  action ;  I  shall,  thertfore,  oalr 
renwrk,  graerally,  that  ev«iy  ofieer,  aeaman,  aad 
mariae  oa  board  did  their  daly.  I  eaaaot,  hov- 
erer,  deny  laysdf  the  pleasore  that  this  opporta* 
aity  afibnk  me  of  noticing  the  brilliaat  maa^gt- 
mentof  Captaia  Charles  Stewart,  thraB«fa  vb«e 
anarriag  jadgment  every  attempt  of  an  iagsai- 
oos  eaemy  to  gain  a  ruing  pouttea  waa  am- 
uated.   I  nave  the  bonce  to  be,  dba. 

HBNRY  £.  BAIXARa 

TheCyaoe  mounted  on  her  maio  deck  tveatr- 
two  331b.  carrooades ;  on  her  nmier  deck  ten  ISu», 
carrooades,  two  lonf  9*s,  and  one  l&b.  eaironade, 
on  a  travdiiag  earni^  with  a  eonqilcmcat  at 

175  men. 

Tbe  Levant  moanted  eighteen  321b.  carrcn- 
ades,  two  long  9*s,  and  one  121b.  earrooade^  widi 
138  men  on  board. 

The  Constitution  had  foar  killed  and  aiac 
wonnded ;  the  Cyaoe,  seren  killed  and  seveatees 
wounded ;  the  Lerant,  nine  killed  and  eeventeca 
wounded. 

Hon.  B.  W.  GaawHUtaatSLo, 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  €0N6fiE88; 


rtUKBD  AT  TBE  FIB8T  SBBSION  OP  TBS  POtniTEBNTlI  GONOBE80,  BBGQK  ASK9 
HELD  AT  Tfll  CITT  OP  WABBINOTON.  MONBAT,  DBCEMBER  4.  1816. 


Aa  Aflt  la  iBlhoriM  dw  FVMidwt  ofihfl  Unitad  StelM 
to  Inw,      Um  tom  thtniii  miintioij,  ibi  amr 
MMiai  OD  Capitol  Hill,  with  Um  iiiimrtWMmiiw,  far 
tha  belter  MooiuBodtliMi  of  Coagiwi* 
M$4tBmuttdbjf  the  Senate  and  Borne  ^Btp- 
rmeiUaiime  of  the  On^  atatm  ^  AmeHea^ 
Congrtte  aeeembled,  That  the  Preiidnt  of  the 
United  Stales  he,  tad  tie  berebf  is,  aatberised  to 
leaae  iD  behalf  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
owners  thereof,  the  new  boildiog  on  Capitol  Hill, 
on  square  seven  hundred  and  twentjr>evbL  with 
the  adjoining  bailding:«  and  apporiMaaees,  for  the 
term  of  one  year  next  after  the  passiagof  t^isact, 
and  from  tbeoee  nntil  the  Capitol  is  in  a  state  of 
readiness  for  the  reeepiioo  of  Congress,  at  a  rent 
not  exceeding  sixteen  hoodred  and  fifty  dollars 
per  annum,  to  be  paid  half-yearly  by  the  United 
Slates:  Provided,  ahoaya,  That  any  lease  to  be 
execafed  by  rirtiie  of  this  act  shall  and  may  be 
determinable,  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of 
the  first  year,  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 

Sw.  8.  And  be  Ufitrther  eaaeUd,  That,8o  sood 
aa  the  lease  aforesaid  shall  have  been  duly  «ce- 
caied,  it  shall  and  may  ha  lawful  for  the  Prctideot 
of  the  pniled  States  to  pay  to  the  owners  afore- 
■rM 'Cb*  anm  of  •*»  Aotsaatf  doUafi,  Ibr  fimies, 
and  other  exHMMi«ary«ipease8jMarred  in  flu 
tioff  ap  the  said  boUdiBg^  and  oUnra^  prepnr- 
wg  ihea  for  the  boMer  aooommodttien  «€  Ceo* 
and  that  for  this  purpose  the  sum  of  fire 
ibovsand  dollan  be,  and  the  mete  is  hMuby,  afv 
^ropnatod,  i«  ha  fud  «■!  ef  any  maoey  in  the 
rrMawy  aot  otberwiec  appropriated. 

JOHN  OAILLARD, 
Preeident  of4ke  Swra,  m^sMon; 
UONRYCLAY, 
Speaker  o/the  Borneo/ Mepreeenmieee. 
AMTorcd,  Oeoemfabr  8,  IMfi. 

JAMRS  MADISON, 
PTt9idftUofthelMtedmate$, 


im  A«tasaUiigsdditioDalaMroMutiowtodsfri9lhe 
•zpenaes  of  the  Arm;  and  MiUtia,  dorinr  Iho  lato 
WW  wMi  Orsat  Britain. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc^  That,  for  defrtylog  the  ex- 
•ns«a  of  the  Miliury  Bsuiblishmcat,  and  these 
>e«rred  by  ealliug  out  the  militia,  during  the 
i<e  war  with  Great  Britaia.  ia  addition  to  the 
ims  heretofore  appropriated  by  law  to  these  ob- 
»eia,  Uie  fUlowiag  auau  bi^  and  thayaie  hereby, 
ppropriaied,  eis-: 

14th  Coir.  IstSisa^? 


For  the  ^ariarfl>aster*s  departmeat,  nine  hw^ 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  doUaia.  . 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  and  militia,  five  mil- 
lions six  hnndred  and  seventeen  thousand  dollaiti 

For  the  ratislstenee  of  the  Army  and  UlKftft, 
two  millions  three  hundred  and  ten  ChouMiM 
three  hundred  and  serenty-two  dollars. 

For  fwage,  sixty  thousand  dl^ati. 

For  clothing,  (me  hnndred  and  cin^  Ibooieiil 
dollars. 

For  bounties  and  pnmiiia^foiir  hundred  thcra- 
sand  dollars. 

For  the  Medical  aud  Hospital  departaieat,  nM 
hnndred  thousand  deUais. 

For  fortifieaiions,  two  hundred  tfaimaDd  dot^ 
lars. 

For  the  Ordnance  department,  one  hundred  ani 
forty  thousand  dolhtrs. 

Sco.  3.  And  be  it  JitrOker  enacted,  That  the 
sereral  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shaH 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  aot 
otherwise  approiNriated. 

Approved,  1>eeember  21, 1816. 


An  Act  to  enlaixe  the  tiaw  for  sseartahilnc  rtt**—^! 
Mnriais  and  disnget  psopeslj  aat||«et  to  flu  di> 
raa  tax,  end  fiw  oOisr  parpossfc 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  ThM  »siead  «f  the  maWh 
of  January,  heretofore  preaerihed  by  law  to  the 
principal  assessors  for  inquiring  and  aseartainiii^ 
annually,  what  transfers  and  cmnges  of  proper^ 
have  been  made  and  effected  in  their  reapeetive 
distiietv,  subsequent  to  the  nest  preeeAng  valii»> 
tioo,  assessment,  and  apporttonmanl  of  toe  diiMt 
tax,  the  month  of  April,  annually,  shall  be,  aii4 
the  same  is  hereby,  subsutnied  and  prescribed  fet 
that  purpose.  And  instead  of  the  month  of  Maj^ 
heretofore  prescribed  by  law,  for  annually  not^ 
fyiag  the  collectors  of  the  several  «rfiectiea  dis> 
tricts,  to  proceed  to  the  eoUeetioQ  of  the  direol 
tax,  the  SecrcUry  of  the  Treasury  may  substiwae 
the  month  of  Jane,  annually,  if  such  enlarge- 
ment of  the  lime  be,  in  his  opinion,  proper  aod 
necessary. 

Sac.  S.  And  be  U  JwiJur  enacted,  That  the 
change  of  times,  by  this  act  prescribed  and  au- 
thorized io  relation  to  the  dtreet  tax,  shall  also 
be  allowed  and  applied  io  relation  to  the  d» 
ties  on  household  furniiure,  and  gold  and  sOver 
watches. 

Approved,  January  17, 1818. 
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Am  Act  to  repeal  fo  mnA  of  an  act,  pueed  on  the 
twentj-third  day  of  December,  one  tbounDd  eight 
htudrad  and  fbvrteea,  iaip«M>  additiwwl  duties 
on  postage. 

Be  a  enaded,  Sc.,  Tbtt,  from  lod  after  the 
AirtT-ftnt  daf  of  March  next,  w  much  of  the  act, 
catiutd  '*Ad  act  to  prondt  addltiooal  rarenoe* 
for  defrajriof  the  czpenMi  of  Government  and 
maintaining  the  public  credit,  hj  duties  on  sales 
at  anetion,  and  on  licenses  to  retail  vines,  spirit* 
Qoos  liquors,  and  foreign  merchaudise,  and  for 
increasing  the  rales  of  postage,"  passed  the  twenty- 
third  dar  of  December,  one  thouMod  eijtht  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  as  imposes  additional  duties  on 
foaiage,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approred,  Febraarf  1,  1816. 


An  Act  continaiof  in  force  certain  acta  laying  duties 
oa  bank  notes,  refined  sugars,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Be  a  enticted,  4^c^  That  the  act,  entitled  "An 
pet  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and 
certain  companies;  on  notes,  boads,  nnd  obliga- 
tions, diseouDied  by  baoks,  bankers,  aud  ceruiu 
companies;  and  on  bills  of  excbange  of  ceruin 
descriptions,"  inssed  the  second  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  ana  the 
act  supplementary  to  said  act,  passed  the  tenth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  bundred 
and  foorteen,  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying 
duties  on  aagar  refined  wiihfn  the  United  States," 
passed  the  twenty-fonrth  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
aand  eight  bundred  and  thirteen^  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  continued  in  force;  anything 
in  the  said  acts  in  anywise  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Approred,  February  1,  1816. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  enUtled  ■'An  act 
for  Inposing  additional  daties  upon  all  goods,  warea, 
and  merchandise,  imported  fiom  any  foreign  port  or 
^aea,  and  for  other  purposae. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  additional  duties 
npon  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  apon  the  tonnage  of 
ressels,  imposed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
imposing  additional  duties  upon  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  from  any  foreign  port 
or  place,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the 
■rst  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  tweWe,  shall  continue  to  be  laid, 
levied,  and  collected  in  the  mode  therein  pre- 
aciibeo,  subject  in'&ll  respects  to  the  same  regula- 
tfoos  and  prorisions,  and  with  the  like  fines,  pen- 
alties, forfeitures,  and  remedies  for  breaches  of  the 
law,  as  are  now  provided  hv  law,  until  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  Juns  next,  anyibiDg  in  the  said  act 
to  .the  contrary  thereof  fn  anywise  notwiihstand- 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  said  ifatriietb  day  of  June  next,  there 
shall  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected,  in  the  manner 
and  under  the  regulations  and  allowances  now 
prescribed  by  law,  for  the  collection  nod  draw- 
■ack  of  duties  on  foreign  goods,  vuea^  and  mer- 


ebandise,an  additional  duty  of  fortjT'twopntal 
on  the  duties  which  shall  then  exist  od  fmp 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  oaiil  a  sewnif 
of  duties  shall  be  established  by  law. 

Sec.  3.  And  fie  it jfttrther  enacted,  TliUDoilai 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  eonsuicd  u  a 
oontmvene  any  proviuon  of  any  eamnRut 
treaty,  or  convention,  concluded  beim  At 
United  States  and  any  foreign  Power  nSttK; 
nor  80  as  to  impair,  or  in  anywise  afleel  tbc  m- 
visions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  aet  to  tcftu  n 
much  of  the  several  acts  imposiog  daiin  n  iIk 
tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  oacoo&vini, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Uailn  Bute, 
as  imposes  a  discriminating  dnty  on  toDBue  h^ 
tween  foreign  vessris  and  vessels  of  tbe  Vtitti 
Sutes.  and  between  goods  imported  into  ^ 
United  Stales  in  foreign  vessels  and  is  resris  of 
the  United  Sutes,"  passed  on  the  third  Uj^ 
March,  in  the  year  one  thonsand  eifit  kosin 
and  fifteen. 

Approved,  February  5, 1816. 


Ad  Act  to  continue  in  force  "An  set  tatilkl  u  tO 
laying  a  doty  on  imported  salt,  grsntinf  • 
on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  aUomow  b 
vessels  employed  in  the  fialmits." 
Be  it  enacted,  4^,  That  tbe  lel,  eotidei  'ii 
act  laying  a  duty  on  importnf  all,  frtousgt 
bounty  on  pickled  fish  ezported.aadsiIonDc»tt 
certain  vessels  employed  in  the  Gtbettti,  puM 
on  tbe  twenty-ninth  day  of  July,  ia  the  r«"  ** 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  tbitteen,  shiU  *i 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  contiaued  ta  ^'"'J'l'^V 
thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  cootniy  tbaca  o 
anywise  notwithstaoding. 
Approved,  February  ^  1816. 

An  Aot  coneeming  eevtain  Cowls  of  thi  ^ 
in  the  8ute  of  Mew  TeA. 

Be  H  enacted,  fc,  That  no  lepi 
whatever  in  tbe  eoara  of  the  Uaitei  Snwi" 
the  northern  disiriei  of  New  York,  sm 
oontioned,  abated,  imnnired,  or  tSeete^,  ""f 
that  the  last  terms  of  the  district  coort  f« " 
said  northern  district,  appointed  to  ^^l^ 
Utica  and  Canandaigua  were  not  held, 
every  proceeding  whatever  sbiJl  be  is  u*.^ 
state,  aod  have  the  same  force  nad  efieet,  u  U 
said  tetaas  had  been  daly  hcU. 

Approved^  Febranry  15, 1816. 


An  Aet  to  inoease  the  pensions  of  R'^*'^']'!!^ 
eob  Wrighter,  John  Toung,  and  John  ^^""^^^ 
Be  It  enacted,  *c.,  That  there  htM\«f 
is,  granted  to  Robert  White,  of  R»<>'''S'f  fM 
State  of  Vermont,  who,  in  the  defeoee  oi  r 
Erie,  lost  both  his  artns  by  a  csonon  «J ''|^- 
of  the  pension  to  which  he  is  now  eotiUed  Q 
a  pension  of  forty  dollars  per  month,  to 
on  the  fifth  day  of  March,  one  tbousiB''^, 
hundred  and  fifteen;  to  Jacob  ^''ffJl^Lffco 
city  of  Trenton,  in  the  State  of  New/en^^ 
Int  hif  right  arm  and  right  1^  at  tlte  eip** 
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Little  York,  in  Vppn  Caoida,  io  liea  of  the  pen- 
■ioo  10  which  be  is  now  entitled  hj  law,  a  pen- 
sion of  tbirtf  dollars  per  mootb,  to  commeoce  on 
the  teoth  dajr  of  Majr,  ooe  tbousand  eigbi  baod- 
red  and  fifteen;  to  Jobo  Young,  of  tbe  town  of 
Boston,  and  Slate  of  Massachusetts,  who  lost  both 
arms  st  Freoch  Creek,  in  desoeodioc  tbe  rirer 
St.  Lawrence,  hf  a  canooo  ball,  io  lien  of  tbe 
peosioD  to  which  he  is  oow  entitled  by  law,  a 
pension  of  fortjr  dollars  per  month,  to  commeoce 
from  the  ihiriicib  day  of  April,  ooe  thousaod 
eight  haodred  and  fifteen;  aod  to  Joho  Cramper- 
sey,  of  the  town  of  Bererlf,  mod  State  of  Massa- 
ehiuetts,  who  lost  both  arms  in  tbe  Ute  war  with 
Great  Biritaio,  io  lieu  of  the  pension  to  which  he 
is  now  entitled  by  Uw,  a  pension  of  forty  dollars 
per  month,  to  commeoce  from  tbe  fifteenth  day 
of  Norember,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod 
fourteeo;  and  tbe  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  di- 
rected to'  place  tbe  said  Robert  White,  Jacob 
Wrighter,  Jubo  Young,  and  John  Crampersey, 
00  tbe  pension  list  accordiogly. 
Approved,  February  22, 1816. 

An  Act  to  repeal  the  duties  en  certain  aitides  nunn- 
ftotored  within  the  United  Statee. 

Seiteneu^ed,fe^  Thai  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  proTide  additional  reTCoues  for  defrayiog 
the  expenses  of  QoTeromeot,  and  maintainiag  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  daties  on  varioas  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  manufactured  within  the 
Uaiied  States,"  passed  the  eighteenth  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  also 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenue  for  defraying  tbe  expenses  of  Qovero- 
ment,  aod  mainuiniag  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
Jog  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  aod  plated  ware,  and 
jewelry,  and  paste  work,  manufactured  within 
the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  twenty -seventh 
of  February,  ooe  thousand  eight  hundred  aod 
fifteen,  be,  and  the  same  are  herebr,  repealed : 
t^ropidedf  That  for  the  recovery  aao  receipt  of 
aaeh  duties  as  have  aecmed,  and  remain  out- 
staodtng,  and  for  the  recovery  and  distribution  of 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and  the  remission 
thereof,  which  have  beeo  incurred  in  relation  to 
any  duty  which  shall  have  heretofore  accrued, 
the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  acts  shall  remain 
LQ  full  force  and  virtue. 

Approved,  February  22, 1816. 

An  Act  for  the  nlief  of  John  Redman  Coie. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  tbe  duties  which  have 
jeen  secured  to  be  paid  by  Jobo  Redman  Coze 
:o  the  United  States,  on  the  importatioo  into  the 
lame  of  a  philosophical  apparatus,  and  of  a  eol- 
eciioo  of  minerarsubstances,  to  be  used  by  him 
IB  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  be,  aod  the  same  are  hereby,  remit- 
ed,  on  satBeient  proof  being  nude,  to  the  Comp- 
roller  of  the  Treaaary,  that  the  articles  above- 
iMDtionad  bare  been  imported  by  tbe  said  Coze, 
o  b«  mad  for  tbe  parposca  afofamentined. 

Ap^ravad,  Fabraary  38,  ISM. 


An  Act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop<C> 

war  Hornet,  for  the  eaptore  and  destmctioit  of  the 

British  doop^-vu  Penguin. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
have  distributed,  as  prize  money,  to  Captain  James 
Biddle,  of  tbe  aloop-of-war  Hornet,  nis  officers, 
and  crew,  the  soin  of  twenty'five  thoosaod  dol- 
lars, for  the  capture  aod  destruction  of  the  British 
sloop-of-war  Feognio ;  aod  that  the  sum  of  twen- 
ty-five thouaaad  dollars,  out  of  aoy  mooey  in  Ibo 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  pnrpow 
aforesaid. 

Approved,  February  38, 1816. 

An  Act  eoneerning  the  Cntvention  to  legniate  the 
coDunaroe  between  the  territories  «{  the  United 
States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  much  of  aoy  act  as 
imposes  a  higher  dotv  of  toooage,  or  of  imposL 
oa  vessels  aod  artiofes  imported  in  vesseb  of 
Qreat  Britain,  tlian  on  Teuels  and  articles  inii- 
ported  la  vessels  of  the  United  Sutes,  cootrary  to 
tbe  provisions  of  the  eonvention  between  tbe 
United  Sutcs  aad  His  Britannie  Majesty,  the 
ratifications  whereof  were  muiaally  exchanged 
the  iweoty-eecond  day  of  December,  one  tfaoua* 
and  eight  hundred  and  fiifteen,  be,  from  and  after 
tbe  date  of  the  ratification  of  tbe  aaidcooveation, 
and  during  the  eootiouance  thereof,  deemed  and 
taken  to  Im  of  no  force  or  effaot. 

Approved,  March  1, 1616. 

An  Act  to  reduce  the  amoant  of  direct  tax  upon  tile 
United  States,  and  the  District  of  Colambia,  lor  the 
year  one  thoaund  eight  hundred  and  sixteen ;  and 
to  rapesl  in  part  the  ad^  entitled  *'An  act  to  pn>< 
vide  additioDal  rerenoe  for  defraying  the  eipensee 
of  Oovemment,  and  maintaining  tbe  publie  eredit, 
by  laying  •  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States  and 
to  provide  for  awsssing  and  ooHseting  tfw  sains^ 
and  also  the  act,  entitled  **An  set  to  provide  addi- 
tional revanne  Ae  deftaying  the  expenees  ef  Oot> 
sMBsat,  and  melntaining  the  public  cssdit,  by  laj^ 
tag  a  diteet  tsxnpoa  theDwtrtetef  Colundda.^ 
Be  it  ettaettd,  fc.,  That  so  moeh  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  net  to  provide  additional  revenaes 
for  defraying  tbe  expenses  of  Qovernmeni,  and 
maintaining  the  pnblie  eredit,  by  laying  a  direct 
tax  anon  .the  United  States,  and  to  provide  foe 
aaacaaiBg  aad  eolteeting  the  same,"  passed  on  the 
ninth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
aod  fifteen,  as  lays  a  direct  tax  of  eix  millions  of 
dollars  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen,  aad  for  socceediog  years,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Snc.  8.  And  be  it  JwHter  enacted^  That  a  di- 
rect tax  of  three  millions  of  dollars  be,  and  tbe 
same  is  hereby,  laid  upon  the  United  Suie%  for 
the  year  one  thoDsand  eight  hnadred  and  sixteen, 
aod  apporcioBed  to  the  Sulea  respectively,  in  tbe 
manner,  and  aeeordiog  to  tbe  snou  prescribed  by 
the  fim  eeetioa  of  wk  aet,  entitled  *'An  net  to  lav 
aad  co&aat  •  diiaet  las  mtUn  Iha  OnUad  Bwm^* 
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«  proiMe  MiIili«Ml  MVMDes  for  de&«]Fii>f  ibe 
exp«un  of  QoveraatM,  %mA  BHrnHMoiag  the 
Mblic  endi^  -kjr  kyiflt  a  direet  tut  opoa  the 
Dnilad  Staiaii  aiid  lo  praride  for  aig  «iid 
•nUoetiag  the  nmo,"  pwod  on  the  iiiaUi  n  Jaa- 
wrf ,  oat  tboonnd  eight  basdred  and  fifteen,  ex- 
00^  00  far  M  the  aame  have  beeo  varied  bj  sub- 
aayowt  scIl  and  exceptinc  the  Ant  wetioa  of  the 
m»A  aeC  ehall  be  heU  to  appljr  (o  the  aMewmeot 
tad  oolicelioo  of  the  direct  tax  of  three  miUioDs 
•f  dollars,  faerrbjr  laid  tipoa  the  Uatled  Slates. 

8x0.  3.  And  bt  it  AaUur  enaelsd,  That  w 
much  of  the  act,  entitled  ''Aa  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenac  for  defraying  the  wpaneee  of 
OoTemmeat,  and  maiatiiQiDg  the  public  credit, 
by  laving  a  direet  tax  upon  the  District  of  Co- 
liHiibn,**^passed  the  twemir-eevntb  of  Febntnry, 
hi  fbe  jrear  one  theutaod  eight  liandred  and  fif* 
teeo,  as  lays  a  direet  tax  or  nineteen  tbovsand 
sine  hundred  and  niaetv-cight  dollars  and  forty 
MBM^  anon  the  aaid  Diatrwt,  tot  the  yenr  one 
ihooma  ei^t  bmdred  and  anctean^  and  tor  sne- 
«n»ding  years,  be,  and  the  snaoe  u  barabgr,  re- 
eled. 

Sao.  4.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  That  a  di- 
net  tax  of  nioe  tboosaad  nine  bandrsd  and  nia^ 
tynine  dollars  and  twenty  cents  and  the  snnse 
is  hereby,  laid  npoa  the  Distriet  of  Oolombia,  for 
the  year  one  tbowsaad  eight  faondred  and  stxteeo, 
and  nil  the  provisions  of  the  not,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  additional  revcnoes  for  defraying  the 
exmoacs.  of  QBvemmeat.  aad  aaiatainiog  tbe 
public  credit,  bv  layiog  a  direet  tax  upon  the  Dis- 
triot  of  Colombia,"  passed  oo  the  tveniy-seventh 
day  of  Febnury,  ia  tbe  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  filweo,  except  so  far  as  tbe  same 
bare  been  varied  by  subeeqnent  acta,  shall  be  held 
to  apply  to  iha  ewsassment  and  «nUaction  of  tbe 
dinel  tax  wliisb  is  bcreinbafort  laid  opoA  tbe  said 
Distrloc 

8no.&  Amdieit^uHkeMmKitdt  Tbatvhao- 
ever  the  Seeretnry  of  tbe  Traaanry  shall  be  d«ly 
advised  of  thaassnDtntica  by  my  State  of  the  pay- 
wot  af  its  qoMa  «  the  said  dtreet  tax,  be  ahall 
giae'dlivetlons  tottba  msssjwof  each  Stale  to 
so»pead  sbefurthcr  mmtlon  of  tbelrvasMtsve 
oficaa  fat  relation  to  tbisatt:  ^^madM,  That  if 
aoT  Biate,  so  assomiag  tbe  paymnnt  of  in  qnaia 
•r  said  dirwu  tax.  shall  iiul  to  pay  tbe  aama  at  th« 
tiMfiaed  apoo  for  Mch  paywnt,  the  Bceretary 
•f  tbe  TroBsury  sball  instract  tlw  assessors  of  said 
State  to  proeeed  ia  the  exectttioo  of  their  reepea* 
tiTfl  dotifs,  in  relation  to  this  sot. 

Sec  Ai^ho  it  Jimiker  maottd,  That  if 
tsdier  the  Otatn  of  OUo  or  Laaisiaaa  aball  fuf 
m  taota  of  the  dinet  tax  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  tbe  ae^  entitled  ''An  act  4o  provide 
additional  raveones  for  dcfsajing  tbe  ex  peases  of 
Qovarnment,  and  maintaining  the  Mifalw  eiedtt, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  apoa  tbe  United  StaMe, 
and  to  provide  for  asacssiag  and  collecting  tbe 
sma^"  the  Lrgislatnre  thereof  sfa|ill  be,  and  tbey 
are  beiBby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  eoUect 
af  «ll  the  purchasns  of  pobbs  lands  uader  a»v 
law  MrilaeVnlMSiMe^a  i«,t  anlavml  t^mpm- 


lion  of  the  quota  of  said  Btatae  vaapeativrif,  the 
eoapaot  between  tbe  United  Statca  aad  tbs 
SuiM  lo  tbe  Qontrary  aotwithaiandia^ 
Approved,  Uaioh  5, 181& 


An  Act  grsntiBr  bounties  bi  lands  and  extra  paja 
certain  Canadian  volantecvs. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc-  That  all  aach  persons  as 
bad  been  ciiixeos  of  toe  Doited  States  antetiot  to 
tbe  late  war,  and  were  at  its  commenccokent  tn- 
habiiants  of  the  province  of  Canada,  and  wbo, 
during  the  said  war,  jwned  tbe  armies  of  the  Ush 
ted  Slates  as  volunteers,  end  were  slain,  died  n 
service,  or  continued  therein  till  honorably  dis> 
chafed,  sbaQ  be  entitled  to  tbe  followiag  aaaa- 
titles  of  land  mpectively,vix:  Eaeh  eoloacf aiae 
hundred  and  sixty  acres;  eaeh  majov  to  a^ 
hundred  acres;  each  captain  six  bandred  aod 
forty  acres ;  each  subaltern  officer  to  four  hnod- 
red  and  eighty  acres:  each  aoa-coaimissjooed 
officer,  musician,  or  private,  to  three  hondred  and 
twenty  acres ;  and  the  bounties  aforesaid  sbaQ 
exteoa  to  the  medical  and  other  stall;  who  dall 
rank  according  to  their  pay.  And  it  sbnll  be  law- 
fill  for  tbe  said  persons  to  locale  thair  alaiiai  in 
quarter  saotioas,  upon  any  of  the  aaappropriated 
lands  of  the  United  Sutee,  witbin  tho  ladsaas 
Territory,  which  sball  bare  been  wrered  prim 
to  snch  Mcation,  with  tbe  exception  of  salt  spriogi 
and  lead  mines  therein,  and  «  the  qaantitias  td 
land  adjacent  thereto  which  may  be  reaccTcd  Cat 
the  use  of  tbe  ume,  by  tbe  Prcaideat  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  and  the  section  o amber  uztana  in 
every  township,  to  be  granted  to  the  inhabilaati 
of  such  township  for  the  use  of  pubUe  aehools; 
which  locations  shall  be  sutject  to  such  regaia> 
tionsj  as  to  priority  of  choice,  and  tbe  aamnaer  of 
locntion,  as  the  President  of  tbe  United  Sialas 
shall  prescribe. 

Bsc.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enaeUd,  That  the 
Seereury  for  the  Department  of  Wa^  foe  tha 
time  being,  shall^from  time  to  time,  nsu&ev  nah 
rules  and  resulauons  as  to  evidence  as  the  Pnsi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  shall  preacribe,  isaoc  to 
every  person  coming  witbin  tbedeacriMioniiQ» 
said,  a  warrant  lor  such  quantity  of  land  as  bi 
may  be  entitled  to  by  virtue  of  toe  aforesaid  pn^ 
vision ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  soch  fiiisaa, 
then  such  warrant  shall  be  issued  to  his  aridaw, 
or,  if  no  widow,  to  his  child  or  ohildsea. 

Sic  3.  And  he  Ufkrtker  enaOed.  That  tbe 
Treasurer  of  tbe  United  Statea  be,  and  he  is  ken- 
by,  aaihnriaad  aad  reqnirad  to  pay  eaah^the 
persons  aforesaid  Ibree  months  addittoaal  aar, 
according  to  the  rank  they  nspeetirely  held  » 
the  Army  of  the  United  Siatca  dnriu  the  bN 
war. 

Approved,  Hareb  S,  1816,  , 

An  Act  making  ivF>^pnatio8s  ftr  efdaRaea  aad  «^ 
naoee  stares,  for  the  yeex  one  thnnmnil  ei^  hmd* 
Ted  and  sixteen. 

SeitenaeUd,^^  That  for  the  eipeaae  efud- 
nance  and  oidaanee  Mores,  inelodi^  niiennlei 
magaxines,  and  ar«Mric%ftr  lha  f«u-  m%  ihiai 
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nd«i|htlnHidBCilMri«sieeii,tlwfikllM»Mic«iai 
be,  and  the  same  are  bmby,  respectirely  eppro- 
priated,  (bat  is  to  saf :  for  armories,  three  hund- 
red ana  thirtjr^ven  tboasand  right  baadred  and 
fbrtf-eight  doDart  twentjr-fiTe  cents ;  for  arsenals, 
three  hundred  and  elghtj-tbree  thousand  dollars ; 
for  timber  for  monntiog  eanoon,  serenty-fire 
thonand  dollars ;  for  coals,  iron,  and  steel,  seren- 
ty-oine  thousand  dollars  j  for  contracts  for  gun- 
powder, ninetr-tbree  thousand  dollars;  for  con- 
tracts for  canooB,  ahot  and  shells,  one  hundred 
and  elf  Ten  thoaaand  dDllBra;  is  part  of  thtan- 
Doal  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  ap> 
propriated  fur  tho  pareose  of  proridtng  arms  and 
military  equipments  for  the  militia,  eighty-nioe 
Ooosand  dollars. 

Sac.  2.  And  he  it  fiuiker  enaettd.  That  tb« 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasary  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

ApiiroTed,  March  1^  1816. 

i«  Aflt  to  duage  lb*  mods  of  osmpnaalion  t*  tbs 
mraabsM  of  tbo  S«nal«  aud  Hoom  of  Bepisssta 
ttTM,  aild  the  DslegatBs  from  Tarntonsa. 

Be  U  matted^  fc^  That,  instead  of  iba  daily 
eompaasatioa  now  allowed  by  lawt  there  shall  be 
paid  saMaUy  to  th*  Saoatora,  Rcpieseatfttirea, 
tiid  Dabgatce  from  Territories, of  m»  aodewy 
htare  Coagraas  of  the  United  Sutes,  the  follew- 
iag  sDaais,  respectively:  that  is  to  aay.  to  tbe 
Praaideot  of  im  Seaate,  pro  tempore,  wbea  then 
i>  no  V'iee  Preaidettt,  ana  to  the  Spefiber  of  the 
House  of  ReBfesentalives>  three  iboosand  doUara 
aaeb ;  to  each  Senator,  member  of  the  House  of 
Repfeseatatires,  other  tbaa  the  Speaker  aad  Del- 
agates,  the  sum  of  fifteen  buadrcd  dellara:  Pira- 
niidt  nmrCAeiaM,  That  im  case  >ay  Seaeioi* 
Repreeeaative,  or  Delegate,  abali  not  attend  ia 
Jus  i^ee  at  the  day  en  «bifih  Coagrisa  shall 
convene^  or  shall  abs«t  biaself  before  the  dose 
«f  tie  aesaioo,  a  dcifauiuw  tbaU  be  made  from 
th*  sou  whiob  woald  otherwise  be  allo«Md  to 
him,  ia  proportioa  to  the  time  of  his  abseaee, 
aaviac  to  the  eases  <tf  siekaeae  the  same  psovis- 
taas  A*  are  established  by  existing  laws.  And 
thw  aforesaid  allowaaoe  shall  be  eerlifiad  and  paid 
UK  iJk*  aame  maoeer  as  the  daily  eonutMMiQa  u 
neoAeis  of  Coagyew  baa  bereiolbBe  hem. 

An  Act  to  alter  the  timaa  of  helfing  the  Girrait  and 
Distviet  Cenrti  eftha  VailBd  8lBts%  ftr  the  Bislriet 
of  VanBMit. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  the  circuit  court  of  the 
[Jnited  States  withm  and  for  the  district  of  Ver- 
mont, instead  of  the  Orst  day  of  May,  shall  here- 
after be  bolden  on  the  tweoty-first  day  of  May, 
ind  the  districtcourtof  the  United  States,  within 
tnd  for  the  said  distriet,  instead  of  the  serenth 
]ay  of  May,  shall  hereafter  be  holdeo  on  the 
nrentv-seTeoth  day  of  May,  at  the  place  now 
Ixetf  bf  law  for  beldlDg  the  said  courts. 

8 AO.  2.  And  he  it  JitrtMer  enacted,  That  all  in- 
lUtaMMs,  iafbmuMoe,  siia^  ar  aetina  as4  pro- 


eecdiags  of  every  kiad,  whether  of  a  ctvit  «t 
oriminal  nature,  now  peodiuff  in  the  said  conrtt^ 
respectively,  shall  have  day  in  ooart  and  be  pro> 
eeeded  in,  beard,  tried,  and  determined  on  tbs 
days  herein  appointed  for  holding  the  said  courts 
respeotiTely,  la  the  same  manner  as  they  ralgh^ 
ana  ought  to  have  been  done,  had  the  said  count 
been  bdden,  respectlvdy,  on  tfaefint  and  seventh 
days  of  May,  as  heretofore  directed  by  law; 

Bbo.  3.  And  be  it  /urther  enacted,  That  all 
writs,  suits,  aetiws,  reeogaixaBeee,  or  other  pro* 
oeediaga  whieh  are  or  ahall  be  iastitated,  suedi 
eammeneed,  haA,  or  ttkea  to  the  said  airenit 
eourl  to  hare  bem  holdea  m  heralolbrtt  on  the 
first  day  of  Hhy  next,  or  to  the  said  district  eonrt 
to  have  been  bolden  as  heretofore  on  the  seventh 
day  of  May  next,  shall  be  retomable  to,  entered 
in,  heard,  tried,  and  hare  day  in  court  in  each  cf 
the  said  coona,  respenivelr,  to  be  bolden  at  th« 
times  hereinbefore  direetetf,  in  the  same  maaoer 
as  might  and  ought  to  have  been  don^  had  the 
said  courts  been  Itolden,  respectively,  oa  the  flrac 
and  seventh  days  ^  May,  as  heretofore  directed 
by  laV. 

Sac.  4.  And  beH  fitrlher  enacted,  Tbat^  if  at 
any  time  hereafter,  the  day  or  days  prescrEbed  by 
this  act  for  holding  either  of  the  said  courts  shau 
be  a  Sundav,  sueb  court  shall  eommeoee  and  bt 
holdea  on  tae  following  dty. 

Approved,  Blarefa  98, 1816^ 

An  Act  nialin  to  evIdeBea  i»  eaoBS  eC  KitfMliMliMb 

Be  ft  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  eertifleate  of  re- 
port and  registry,  required  as  evidence  of  the 
time  oraniral  in  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  second  seotioB  of  the  act  of  (he  fourteenth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  establish  an  ooiform  rula  of 
naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofora 
passed  oa  this  subject;  and  also  a  certificate  frona 
the  proj^r  clerk  ot  pretboiiotary,  of  the  declara- 
tion of  intention,  made  before  a  court  of  record, 
and  required  as  the  first  condition,  according  to 
the  first  section  of  said  ac^  shall  be  exliibitea  by 
every  alien,  on  bis  appltcatton  to  be  adoritted  ft 
eitiaen  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  said 
act,  vho  shaH  have  nnived  within  the  limits  amt 
under  the  jorladietlon  of  the  Uniced  States  ainea 
the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  one  thovsand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  and  shall  each  be  recited  at 
fbll  length  in  the  record  of  the  court  admitttuf 
•aeh  alien ;  otherwise  he  shaU  not  be  deemed  to 
have  complied  with  the  conditions  requisite  for 
becoming  a  citiseu  of  the  United  States;  and  anf 
pretended  adnUssien  of  an  alien,  who  shall  have 
arrived  within  the  limits  and  under  the  jarisdM- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  since  the  said  eigh- 
teenth day  of  June,  one  Ibonsand  eight  hundred 
and  twelv^  to  be  a  citizen  after  the  promulga- 
tion of  this  ac^  without  such  recital  of  each  cer- 
tificate at  full  length,  shall  be  of  no  validity  or 
eSeet  under  the  act  aforesaid. 

Sac.  3.  Provided,  amd  he  it  enacted,  That  no- 
ihiog  hereia  contained  shall  be  eonstrued  to  e^- 
:  elude  from  admission  leoilixenahip  any  free  while 
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PubBc  Act$  of  ihitgftm. 


■enoo  who  was  residiDg  withia  the  Umits  and 
nsder  the  juiudietioD  of  tbe  United  Sutei  at  aoy 
time  between  the  eiehteeoth  day  of  Jane,  one 
thouund  seren  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and 
Uie  fourteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  two,  and  who,  baring  continued  to 
Eeiide  therein  without  having  made  aor  declan- 
UoD  of  intention  before  a  court  of  record,  u  afore- 
■aid,  may  be  entitled  to  become  a  citizen  of  tbe 
United  Siatet  according  to  the  act  of  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  March*  one  thotmnd  eight  hundred  and 
four,  entitled  ''Aaaet,  in  addition  touiaet,tntitlcd 
*  An  act  to  establish  an  nnifom  rnlo  of  nataralixa- 
tion,  and  to  npcftl  the  aet  heretofore  passed  on  that 
anbjeet.'*  Wbencrer  any  person  without  a  eer- 
lifieaie  of  such  declaration  of  intention,  as  afore- 
said, shall  make  application  to  be  admitted  a  cit- 
izen of  tbe  United  States,  it  shall  be  proved  to  the 
satis&ctiott  of  the  court  that  tbe  applicant  was 
nsiding  within  the  limits  and  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion or  the  United  Sutes,  before  tbe  fourteenth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  and  has  continued  to  reside  within  the  same, 
or  be  shall  not  be  so  admitted.  And  the  residence 
«f  the  applicant  within  the  limits  and  under  tbe 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  for  at  least  fire 
years  immediately  preceding  tbe  time  of  such 
application  shall  be  prored  by  the  oath  or  affirma- 
uon  of  citizens  of  the  United  Slatctj  which  cit* 
iitns  shall  be  named  in  the  record  as  witnesses. 
And  sach  continued  resideoee  within  the  limits 
and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  United  Sutes, 
when  satisfactorily  proved,  and  the  place  or  places 
where  the  applicant  has  resided  for  at  least  &re 
jear^  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  stated  and  set  forth, 
u^etner  with  the  names  of  such  citizens  in  the 
record  of  the  court  admitting  tbe  applicant :  other- 
wise the  same  shall  not  entitle  htm  to  be  consid- 
ered and  deemed  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  March  23, 1816. 

An  Act  sothorising  •  ■abscription  for  the  printing  of  a 
second  edition  of  the  rnblie  Doc  amen  U. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  State 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  suMcribe  for 
nnd  receive,  for  the  use  and  disposal  of  Congress, 
five  hundred  copies  of  the  second  and  improved 
tdition  of  State  papers  and  public  documents, 
proposed  to  be  printed  by  T.  B.  Wait  and  Sons ; 
the  said  edition  to  be  com  prised  in  nine  volumes; 
•nd  the  aforesaid  copies  to  be  delivered,  in  strong 
leather  binding,  at  the  Department  of  Suite^  at 
the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  n  quarter  for  each 
volume. 

Sac.  2.  And  he  it  JurUier  enacUd,  That  the 
Secretary  of  Stkte  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized, 
on  the  delivery,  as  aforesaid,  of  five  hundred 
copies  of  the  first  volume  of  the  said  edition,  to 

£iy  for  tbe  same  at  the  rate  aforesaid;  and  in 
ke  manner  to  pay  for  the  same  number  of  each 
succeeding  volume,  when  delivered  as  aforesaid ; 
and  tbe  sum  of  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and 
tweaty-Ave  dollars  is  hereh]^  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
u  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved^  March  2E^  1816. 


An  Act  lefatlng  to  eemera  on  Av  tandvor  Ibe  UAe* 
Ststea. 

Be  il  enacted^^c^  That  any  pentm  or  persons 
who,  before  the  first  day  of  February,  one  thoo- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  had  taken  posaea 
sloo  of;  occupied  or  made  a  settlenaent  on  mmj 
landa  ceded  or  secured  to  the  United  Staiei^  bj 
any  treaty  made  with  a  foreign  nation,  or  by  a 
cession  from  any  State  to  the  United  Slates^ 
which  lands  had  not  been  previouslf  aold,  ceded, 
Qi  released,  by  the  United  States,  or  the  cbim 
to  which  lands  had  not  been  preTioodf  rec(^- 
niscd  or  confirmed  by  the  United  States,  and  who, 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  doa  or  do  actually 
inhabit  and  reside  on  such  lands,  may,  at  any  u'me 
prior  to  tbe  first  day  of  September  next,  ap^ly 
to  the  proper  roister  or  recorder,  as  tbe  case  mav 
be,  of  tbe  land  office  established  for  tbe  diiposal, 
registering  or  recording  of  such  lands ;  and  where 
there  is  no  register  or  recorder,  to  the  marshal, 
or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  may  be,  by  the 
:  registers,  recorders,  or  marshals,  respectively,  ap- 
pointed Tor  the  purpose  of  reeeirinf  eodi  nppto- 
cations,  stating  the  traet  or  tracts  of  fud  vkn 
occupied,  settled,  and  inhabited,  bf  aaeh  vps^ 
cant  or  applicants,  and  requesting  permuajoa  to 
continue  thereon ;  and  it  shall  tbereopoa  be  law- 
ful  for  such  register,  recorder,  or  marsbal, 
spectively,  to  permit,  in  eoonnnitf  wftfa  soeh 
instraetions  as  may  be  given  by  the  Secretavy 
the  Treaiary,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  for  that  purpose,  aoeb 
applicant  or  apdieants  to  remain  on  soeh  tnet 
or  tracts  of  lano,  provided  the  same  shall  at  that 
time  remain  unsold  by  the  United  Stales,  not 
exceeding  three  hnndred  and  twenty  acres  for 
each  applicant,  as  tenants  at  will,  on  sneh  terms 
and  conditions  as  shall  prevent  any  waste  or 
damue  on  sneh  lands,  and  on  the  express  eoadi^ 
tion  tMtsoeh  apptioant  or  applieanu  shall,  wfaea- 
ever  s«h  traet  or  tracts  of  fand  may  be  soU  or 
ceded  by  the  United  States,  or  whenever,  fnn 
any  other  cause,  he  or  the^  may^  be  required, 
under  the  authority  ibe  United  States^  ao  to  ia 
give  quiet  posaesaion  of  such  traet  or  tnets  of  lann 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  or  to  remove  ^lo- 
gether  from  the  land,  as  the  case  may  be :  Proet- 
ded,  Aowever,  That  such  permisuon  shall  not  be 
granted  lo  any  such  applicant  unless  he  shall  aee- 
viously  sign  a  declaration,  suting  that  be  dees 
not  lay  any  claim  to  such  tract  or  tracu  of  land, 
and  that  he  does  not  ocenpy  the  same  by  rirrac 
of  any  claim,  or  pretended  claim,  derived  or  pre- 
tended to  be  derived,  from  any  other  person  or 
persons:  And  provided  also,  That  in  ^  cases 
where  tbe  tract  of  land  applied  for  includes  eiUiet 
a  lead  mine  or  salt  spring,  no  permission  to  work 
the  same  shall  be  granted  without  the  approba- 
tion of  tbe  President  of  tbe  Doited  States. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  aU 
the  applications  made  and  permissions  graaid^ 

I by  virtue  of  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  dafy 
entered  on  books  to  be  kept  for  thai  purpose  bf 
the  tegmttBj  recorders,  and  narahaliL  alerswH, 
reqmtivelyj  and  they  ahall  ba  eatliled  to  leaeiw 
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from  the  ptrt^.  for  each  appliealioa,  fifty  ccnta, 
ud  for  neb  permiwioD,  oae  dolUr. 
ApproTed,  filtrcb  2S,  1816. 


An  Act  plaetng  entein  penoni  e&  die  Hit  of  Vvrj 
Penwnwis. 

Be  ii  enacted,  Tbat  ibe  Secretarf  of  the 
Nary  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  aathorized  and  re- 
quired to  place  on  the  list  ofnaTjr  pensioners  tbose 
persons  who  were  wounded  al  Dartmoor  prison. 
ID  EofflaDd,  in  tbe  montb  of  April,  one  iboostQa 
eif  ht  Eondred  and  flfteeo ;  also,  tbe  widows  and 
children  of  saeh  as  were  killed,  or  who  died  in 
consequence  of  wounds  received  there ;  and  tbat, 
in  tbe  allowance  of  pensions  to  persons  aforesaid, 
the  regulations  esunlishcd  by  law,  in  relation  to 
the  placing  persons  on  tbe  list  of  nary  pensioners, 
be  oDserred. 

Sbo.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  Tbat  this 
act  shall  be  consuued  to  take  e^t  from  tbe  siiib 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  o»  thoosand  eight  hun- 
dred ana  fifteen. 

Approred,  April  8, 1816. 


Ab  Act  toliaittheiicfatof  appsal  fiw  theOiieiut 
Court  of  the  UDilad8latse>MTtW  DktdaltfGo* 

ItimlH'*- 

Be  St  enacted,  4c-,  Tbat  no  cause  shall  bereaf- 
tfter  toe  removed  from  tbe  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the 
Supreme  Court  <^  the  United  States,  by  appeal 
or  writ  of  error,  unless  tbe  matter  in  dispute  in 
such  eause  shall  be  of  the  ralue  of  one  thousand 
dollara  or  upwards,  exelusire  of  costs. 

Sbo.  3.  Promded  tdwage^  and  be  it  Jitrther  en- 
acted,  Tbat  when  any  penon  or  persons,  body 
ptrfitic  or  corporate,  shall  think  him,  her,  or  them- 
arivca,  an^wved  by  any  floal  jodgmeal^  order, 
or  decree^  of  the  said  elreuit  court,  where  the 
matter  in  dinrate,  exelusire  of  costs,  shall  be  of 
4fa«  ralue  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  of  less 
Tulue  than  one  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  bare 
prayed  an  appeal,  or  shall  desire  to  sue  out  a 
writ  of  error  to  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  such  person  or  persons,  body  politic  or 
corporate,  may  exhibit  a  petition,  in  writing,  ac- 
eompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  pioceedings  com- 
]rfaiDed  of,  and  an  assignment  of  the  errors  relied 
on.  to  any  judge  of  tbe  said  Sapreme  Court,  who, 
if  ne  ahourd  be  of  opinion  that  such  errors,  or  any 
of  them,  inrolre  questions  of  law  of  such  ezten- 
nro  interest  and  operation  as  to  render  tbe  flnal 
deehion  of  them  by  the  said  Supreme  Court  de- 
sirable may  thereupon,  at  his  discretion,  and 
upon  toe  terms  and  conoitioiu  prescribed  by  law, 
by  hia  order,  to  be  directed  to  the  clerk  of  the 
eoanty  in  which  the  proceedings  shall  hare  been 
bad,  direct  such  appeal  to  be  allowed,  or  writ  of 
wror  to  be  issued ;  which  shall  be  done  accord- 
ingly' • 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enaOed,  That  when 
a»y  appnl  or  writ  of  error  shall  bare  been  di- 
waltd  la  Ike  nanmr  ]presefibad  by  the  second 


•eetioa  of  this  act,  and  tbe  order  of  the  judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  aforesaid  thereon,  shall  hare 
b^n  filed  in  the  office  of  tbe  clerk  of  the  proper 
eonnty,  within  thirty  days  after  the  end  of  the 
term  at  whieb  the  jnd^eot,  order,  or  decree,  to 
by  affected  by  such  wnt  of  error  or  a|>peal,  shall 
hare  been  rendered  or  made,  saeh  writ  of  error 
or  appeal  shall  operate  as  a  supersedeas  of  all  pro- 
ceedings under  such  judgment,  order,  or  decree. 
Approved,  April  2, 1816. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  ptyiQent  for  property  lo«^ 
captured,  or  destroyed  W  the  enemy,  wtule  in  the 
military  service  of , the  united  States,  snd  for  oihar 
purposes. 

Be  it  enat^ed,  ^  That  any  volunteer,  oc 
draughted  militiaman, whether  of  eavalry,mount* 
ed  riflemen,  or  infantry,  who,  in  the  late  war  be- 
tween the  tJnited  States  and  Great  Briuin,  has 
sustained  damage  by  tbe  loss  of  any  horse  whick 
has  been  killed  in  battle,  or  which  has  died  ia 
consequence  of  a  wound  therein  received,  or  ia 
consequence  of  failure  on  the  part  of  tbe  United 
States  to  furnish  such  horse  with  sufficient  for- 
age, while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  tbe  ralue 
thereof. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  Tbat  any 
person,  whether  of  cavalry,  mounted  militia,  or 
volunteers,  who,  in  tbe  late  war  aforesaid,  nas 
sustained  damage  by  the  loss  of  a  horse,  in  oon- 
sequenee  of  the  owner  being  dismounted,  or  sepa- 
rated and  detached  from  iba  same,  by  ordtr 
the  commanding  officer,  or  in  consequence  of  the 
rider  being  killed  or  wounded  in  battle,  shall  bt 
allowed  and  paid  the  value  of  such  horse  at  the 
time  he  was  received  into  the  public  serriee. 

Ssc.  X  And  he  it  furiher  enaOed,  That  any 
person  who,  in  tbe  late  war  aforesaid,  has  soe- 
taiaed  damage  by  tbe  loss,  capture,  or  destnietioo, 
by  an  enemy,  of  any  horse,  mule,  ox,  wagoa, 
cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  while  such  was  ia 
the  military  service  of  tbe  United  Sutes,  either 
by  impressment  or  contract,  except  in  cases  where 
the  risk  to  which  the  property  would  be  exposed 
was  agreed  to  be  incurred  by  the  owner,  if  it 
shall  appear  that  such  loss,  capture,  or  destruc- 
tion, was  without  any  &alt  or  negligence  on  the 
|Mut  of  the  owner}  andanypersoa  who,  during  the 
time  aforesaid,  bas sustained  damage  by  tbe  death 
of  any  such  horse,  mule,  or  ox,  io  conseqoenoa 
of  faihire  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  fur- 
nish the  same  with  sufficient  forage,  while  io  the 
serriee  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the 
ralue  thereo£ 

Sn.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
person  who,  in  the  time  aforesaid,  has  acted  in 
the  military  serriee  of  the  United  States  as  a  rot- 
uoteer  or  draiighted  militiaman, and  who  has  fur- 
nished himselfwith  arms  and  military  accoutre- 
ments, and  has  snsuined  damage  by  the  capture 
or  destruction  of  tbe  same,  without  any  fault  or 
negligence  on  his  part,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
the  ralne  thereof. 
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Sw.  5.  And  be  itJuriJur  tmaOUd,  That  where 
•Df  propertjr  hu  been  impreased,  or  taheo  by  pub> 
uibority,  for  the  use  or  sobsisieooe  of  the 
Ar«7,  during  the  late  war,  aod  the  tame  shall 
bftTe  been  dntroyed,lott,Dr  ooosomcditlieowur 
qf  meh  property  shall  be  pud  the  value  thereof, 
ducting  ihercarom  the  amomc  whieb  baa  been 
paid,  or  nay  be  claimed,  for  the  use  and  risk  for 
the  tame,  while  in  the  senriee  aforesaid. 

Sio.  6.  And  he  iS^rther  enacted,  That  no'th- 
in(  in  Ibis  act  eoniaioed  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  enable  tbe  owner  <^  anf  sneh  |nroperty,  or  bis 
legiU  representatires^  to  reeeire  eomj^sation  for 
«Mh  loss  or  damage  as  abOT^meniioncd,  where 
^e  oirner  of  such  property,,  or  hjs  l^pl  n^jiresen- 
uUtcs,  may  hare  recovered  or  received  satis&w* 
lion  for  aneh  loss  from  tbe  persons  who  may  bare 
taken  or  impressed  such  property  into  the  public 
aermee}  and  that  every  person  claiming  such 
eompensation  shall,  at  the  time  of  receiving  tbe 
ame,  release  all  cltims  be  may  have  against  the 
dBeer  or  person  who  may  have  impressed,  taken, 
or  used,  sneh  property  in  the  public  service ;  and 
tlM^  in  nil  eases  where  tjie  owner  of  such  prop- 
cKf ,  or  his  legal  representative  may  have  recov- 
OTM  or  reoeived  satisfaction  for  such  loss  or  io- 
jarr,  ftom  tbe  person  who  shall  so  bave  taken 
aMtt  property  into  tbe  public  service,  the  said 
(^eer  or  person,  who  shall  so  have  paia  such  loss 
ov  damage,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  tbe  eom- 
pensation  prmdcd  by  this  act  for  aaeh  lose  or 
damage. 

.  Sao. 7.  And  6e  Ufuriher  miuUd,  That  the 
AMOUotant  of  the  War  Department,  in  adjusting 
and  sBttliag  theaccouats  oTtbe  diffsrent  paymas- 
tmst  is  hexeby  antborized  to  allow  to  the  officers 
«f  volunteer  cavalry,  vriio  fomished  their  own 
honea  while  in  pablie  service,  at  the  rate  of  forty 
cents  per  dw  for  neh  horae  ao  fiimlsbed,  which 
mj  sneh  office^  wait  «uided  by  law  to  keep  in 
aneh  larviM,  agreeably  to  the  rank  of  sueh  oAoer. 

Bbo.  8.  Am  be  itfia-ther  enacted,  That  when 
naf:  officer,  nonoommissiooed  officer,  or  private, 
ik  the  cavalry  service,  as  aforesaid,  having  lost 
tha  horse  or  horses,  which  may  hav«  been  takeu 
bv  him  into  the  said  service,  has  reoeived  from 
tha  United  States  another  horse  or  horses^  in  lien, 
(tf  iM*!''  payment,  for  the  horse  or  horses  so  pre- 
TioMy  lost  as  aforesaid,  sneh  office,  noacom- 
missioned  officer,  or  private,  shall  be  entitled  to 
reaaiva  the  allowance  of  forty  qentaperday  for 
tha  use  and  risk  of  the  hoise  on  which  ha  may 
have  been  so  remounted. 

Sm.  Ik  iiirf  b  UJiuHur  enacted,  Tbac  any 
MM»  who^  in  tha  time  aforesaid,  has  sustained 
dMB^ga  by  the  destnietion  of  his  or  her  house  or 
building  by  the  enemy,  while  the  same  was  oc- 
cupied as  a  military  4i[pOBite,  under  tb«  antfaority 
of  an  officer  or  i^gant  oithe  united  Sute8|BhaU  b« 
allowed  and  paid  the  amount  of  sneh  damage : 
Pnnded,  It  shall  appear  that  such  occupation 
was  the  cause  of  its  destruction. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  itfusiher  enacted,  That  the 
loss  or  destrnciion,  as  aforesaid,  as  well  aa  the 
value,  of  sneh  property  sball  be  ascertained  by  the 
best  evidence  which  the  nature  of  the  case  will 


admit,  of,  apd  vhieh  may  he  ia  iih*  paver  sf  tbar 
party  to  produce;  and  theamouot  thereof,  whift 
established  and  ascertained,  according,  to  the  mo- 
visions  of  this  ac^  shall  be  paid  to  the  soflwiat 
or  sufferers,  out  of  ao^  money  in  the  TKasaij, 
not  otherwise  appropriaitod. 

Sbo.  11.  Ana  oe  U  ^triket  enacted-,  That,  fot 
the  more  speedy  execution  of  the  provisioaaof 
this  act.  the  President  of  tbe  Cnited  Stucs,^ 
and  with  tbe  consent  of  tha  Senate,  ia  bereby  sa- 
thorised  to  appoint  one  commissioner,  whssa 
duty  it  shall  m  to  decide  upon  all  caaes  arisng 
under  this  act ;  abd  who,  in  tbe  discbarge  of  bis 
duties,  shall  be  subject  to  such  rules  and  regi^ 
tions  as  sbaH  be  prescribed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  Such  commissioner  shall  re- 
ceive, as  compensation  for  bis  servieea.  at  tha 
rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  ao  nam,  for  the 
time  he  shall  be  actually  employed,  wfaiefa  shall 
not  exceed  two  years,  to  be  computed  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act.  Au  official  commo* 
nicatiou  to  and  from  tbe  eommissiooer  aj^oinc- 
ed  under  this  act  shall  be  free  of  postage. 

Sbo.  la.  And  he  it  Juriher  enaOedf  That  tha 
said  commissioner,  so  to  be  appointed,  befoic  lie 
enters  upon  tbe  duties  of  his  oSiee,  shall  lake  the 
following  oatfaj  to  wit:  "I,  A  B,  do  soJemaly 
swar,  tut  I  will  wcil  and  tnUy,M«Ofdi^'<o  tb« 
best  of  my  abilities  disdMrwtu  duties  td*  eom- 
missioner  under  an  act  of  Congress  eniitfed  'An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  pr«Mtty  Ivat, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  by.  the  enemy,  wbile  inOw 
muitary  service  of  the  United  Staiea,  aad  lor 
other  purposes  f  so  help  me  Qod."  Uptm  wbi^ 
he  shall  proceed  to  appoint  a  clerk;  and  &haU 
proceed,  with  all  pnoiicable  despatch,  to  —tit 
lisht  under  the  directtoik,  or  wiih  tha  aniont,  af 
the  Presidant  of  the  United  States,  auch  raks^as 
weU  ia  regard  to  the  receipt  of  ^plimioa*  af 
eUimanta  to  compensation  for  losses  provided&r 
by  this  act,  as  tbe  spedea  and  d^ne  <4  evidcM^ 
the  manner  in  which  soeh  ev ideneesfaall  ha  tdtcai 
and  authenticated,  as  shall  in  biaaptaioa,be  tba 
best  calculated  to  attain  tneobjeou.of  thia  aet; 
payingadue  regard,  in  the  eatablishraent  (tf  aaeh 
regulations,  as  w«U  to  the  claims  of  indivldML 
justice  as  to  the  interest  uf  tbe  UaiCed  Shami; 
which  rules  and  regulations  shall,  upon  hia  a4^ 
tion,  ba  published  for  eight  weeks,  succcaai*^ 
in  the  newspapers  in  the  several  States  aad  Te»- 
rittmes  in  whioh  the  laws  of  the  United  Rntfra 
are  published. 

Sbo.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  (la 
■aid  conunisHoaer  shalt,  in  all  oases  ia  which  the 
claim  to  compeasuion  or  indemnity  abaUexceed, 
the  sum  c£  two  hundred  doUam,  award  a  comttia- 
sion  to  aome  one  or  mere  discreet  eotoaismoMr, 
in  the  vicinity  of  where  tbe  witaesMS  are  iinnd 
to  reaide,  accompanied  by  istecn^toriea  la  be 
propounded  to  such  witnesses,  which  said  «e» 
mission,  when  executed,shall  be  returned,  m^ibif 
with  the  exami  nationato  be  taken  in  virtae  ( * 


by  moil,  free  of.  postage,  to  the  office  of  the  saii 
commissioner. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  mofiUd^  XhM,A 
aU  adjjudicationa  of  the  said  conupiaiuMiar 
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nwDt  be  fD  fttTor  ofi  of  advene  to,  the  claim  of 
Ibe  appHeaotr  tli»  amam  ebaU  )|e  eolmd  bf  his 
dark  in  a  book,  to  be  pratided  for  fbat  pairpose. 
Afti  wfaea  each  jadgaent  ehall  be  in  fsvor  of 
■aeb  elaJn,  kball  entitle  tb*  elaimsnt,  or  bi«  legirf 
npKMDtative,  open  tbe'  produotioB  w  m  eopf  of 
Mch  jn^imoot,  aiAf  cerlLfied  bj  the  clerk  or  said 
oommiaaioiier,  to  pavmeDt  of  the  aoaoaot  tbere<^ 
ftt  tbe  Treasnrrof  the  United  Strntet; 
.  8m.  15.  Am  b9  it  JwiJm  enaeUd,  That  bo 
claim  authorbnd  by  tfah  act  aball  be  allowed  or 
paid,  Doleie  tbe  same  shall  be  exhibited  within 
Iwo  yean  from  the  passing  tbereof. 

Apprarcd,  April  9, 18t0. 


An  Aet  to  r^eal  tbe  act,  entitled  "An  set  to  provide 
addManal.  fetennsB  for  defirqring  the  expense*  of 
OevatiUMnt  and  mafntaning  the  pobHc  credit,  bj 
It^iag  dniies  hoaaaliald  fbrutare  and  «  |old 
andaiteer  wstebes.** 

Bt  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  sa  much  of  the  act, 
eniitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  teveoue 
for  defraying  the  eipenses  of  Goretnment  and 
mainuiDiDff  the  pahue  credit,  by  laving  duties  on 
household  fttroiture  and  on  gold  ana  silver  watch^ 
OS,"  as  lays  a  duty  on  household  furnitute,  and  on 
watches  kept  for  use,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  and  in  aucceedinff 
years,  shall  be,  and  tbe  same  is  hereby,,  repealed. 

Approved,  April  I^ISIA. 


An  Act  fi»r  the  remiainoa  of  certain  dotias  on  the  im- 
portation of  books  for  tbe  nse.of  Hsrrsrd  CoU«ge» 
and  on  the  carriage  and  psrsenal  baggage  of  bia 
CxceDeney  WilUsm  Qore,  Governer  erthe  British 
proTinee  of  Upper  Canada. 

B«Uamielid,^  Thalnlldntieadoe  and  pay- 
able to  tbe  Uot<ed  States  on  na  iavoiee  of  books 
belottging  to  Harvard  CotteBe,  in  Oanbridge, 
Muaaehusetts,  imported  into  Boston,  in  the  year 
one  tboasnnd  eight  hundred  and  fifunn,  ba,  and 
tb*  anaie  are  hereby,  remitted. 

Sbo.  3.  Ana  be  Ujwihtr  emoted,  Thntail  dn- 
tie*  duo  and  pnynblc  le  tbe  United  States  on  the 
carriage  and  pereonal  liigpgil  of  bia  Bnorileney 
William  Qore,  Gbvemtt  «f  ilia  British  province 
of  Upi^  CnMda,  inpnrted  ioin  ICew  YoriD,  in 
the  yaai  one  ihninnA  eight  bandM  aodfiman, 
fa*,  nod  tbe  aama  are  benby,  mmitlad. 

Approved^  April  %  1916. 


A»  Act  in-  aMtktt  to  an  aet  to  ngolato  Oe  Post 
Ogee  BstaWiihmettt 

B»  it  enactedy  That,  from  and  a/tet  the  firsi 
day  of  May  next,  tae  following  rates  of  poetage 
be  ebnrged  npon  all  letters  and  packets,  (exeept 
aucb  a^  >r«  aow  exeepud  by  law,)  conveyed  by 
tbe  posu  of  the  United  States,  viz : 

Foe  avery  letter  eeapoaed  of  a  single  sheet  of 
paf«r,  «o»v«rad  vn  ■Xiiiding  tUrtf  mUm,  ate 


eenfe;  over  thirty  and  not  exceeding  eighty,  ten 
cents;  over  eighty  and  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  twelre  and  a  balf  cents;  orer  one 
hundred  and  fifty  and  not  exceeding  four  hundred, 
eighteen  and  a  half  cents;  orer  four  hundred 
milea,  twenty-five  cents ;  and  for  every  double 
tetter,  or  letter  composed  of  two  pieces  of  paper, 
dooble  those  rates;  and  for  every  triple  letter,  or 
one  oompoeed  of  three  pieces  of  {nper,  triple  those 
ratee ;  and  for  every  packet  composed  of  four  or 
more  pieces  of  paper,  or  one  or  more  other  artl- 
cles,  and  weighing  one  ounoe  aroirdapois,  quad- 
rtple  those  rates ;  and  in  that  proportion  for  aR 
greater  weights :  Provided,  Toot  no  packets  of 
retters  conveyed  by  tbe  water  mails  shall  ba 
cbai^d  with  more  than  qoadrnple  postage,  unless 
tbe  same  a4iall  contain  more  than  four  distinct 
letters. 

No  postmmter  shall  be  obliged  to  receire,  to  be 
conveyed  by  tbe  mail,  any  packet  which  shall 
weigh  more  than  three  ponnds ;  and  tbe  posta^ 
marked  on  any  letter  or  packet,  and  charged  m 
the  post  bill  which  may  accompany  the  same^ 
shalt  be  coneluMTc  eridence,  in  faror  of  the  post- 
master who  delivers  the  same,  of  the  lawful  post- 
age thereon,  unless  snch  letter  or  packet  shall  be 
opened  in  presence  of  the  postmaster  or  his  clerk. 

Bvery  fbur  folio  pages,  or  eight  quarto  page^' 
or  sixteen  oetavo  pages,  of  a  pamphlet  or  maga- 
zine shall  be  considered  a  sheet,  and  the  surplus 
pages  of  any  pamphlet  or  magazine  shall  also  be 
coQsidbred  a  sheet ;  and  the  Jonmals  of  tbe  Le- 
gislattma  of  the  several  Statei,  not  being  stiiahed 
or  bennd,  shall  be  Hxble  to  'the  same  poatage  as 
pamphlets.  Any  memoraadnia  which  shall  be 
writcen  on  a  newspaper,  or  other  printed  paper, 
and  transmitted  by  mail,  shall  be  charged  leuer 
poatage ;  and  any  person  who  shall  deposiie  such 
aerooraodam  in  any  office  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
frauding the  rerenue,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such 
offence,  the  sum  of  five  doltars. 

Sao.  3.  And  ke  it  fvriher  enacted^  That  the 
Pnaimaster  Qeneral  be,  aiMl  he  is  hereby,  auihor- 
ixed  to  allow  to  each  postmaster  such  commission 
on  the  postages  by  him  collected,  as  ahaJI  be  ada- 
qoale  to  hia  services :  Provided.  That  his  eom- 
nission  riull  not  exceed  the  following  several 
tMcaon^aaonntreeeivedinQneqoarter;  that 
into  any: 

On  a  wm&k  aot  exceeding  one  hnndted  dbOan, 
tUrty  per  oenn 

Oa  any  mm  onr  and  above  tbe  first  hundred 
daHan^  ud  nM  oaeeediog  foor  hundred  dollan, 
tw«aCy-Aw  par  cant 

On  any  awn  over  and  above  the  first  four  hon- 
dred  doHan,  and  not  exceeding  two  thooiand 
four  iHmdred  dollars,  twenty  per  cent. 

On  any  snm  over  and  above  the  first  two  thoa- 
saad  foar  hundred  dollars,  eight  per  cent. 

Bxoapt  to  the  poatmasters  wbomay  be  employed 
in  reoeivinf  and  despatching  foreign  maits^  whose 
corapeosatton  may  be  angmenten  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  dollars  in  one  quarter ;  and  excepting 
la  the  postaastcrs  at  offices  where  the  mail  la 
regularly  to  arrive  between  the  hours  of  nine 
o'clock  at  night  and  five  in  tbe  moraing,  whom 
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eommtHiOD,  oa  the  first  haadred  dollars  collected 
in  one  quarter,  may  be  iacreased  to  a  aam  not 
exceediDff  fifif  per  ceat. 

The  PoBlmasler  General  majr  allow  lo  the 
pottmailera,  reapectiTcljr,  a  ooromiasioD  of  fifty 
per  cenu  on  the  moneys  ariiiog  from  the  postage 
of  newspapers,  magazines,  and  pamphlets ;  and 
to  the  postmaster  whose  compensation  aball  not 
exceed  fin  hundred  dollars  in  ooe  quarter,  two 
cents  for  every  free  letter  delivered  ont  of  tbo  of- 
flee,  excepting  such  as  are  for  the  postmaster 
himself;  sod  each  postmaster  who  shall  be  re- 
qqired  to  keeps  register  of  the  arrival  and  depar- 
ture of  the  mails,  shall  be  allowed  tea  ceats  for 
each  moDtblr  retorn  which  he  makes  thereof  to 
the  General  Post  Office. 

The  Postmaster  General  mav  allow  to  the 
postmaster  at  New  Orleans,  at  tne  rate  of  eight 
hnndred  dollars,  and  to  the  postmaster  at  War- 
TCDtoo,  in  North  Carolioa,  at  the  rate  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  to  the  postmaster  at  Wheeling 
in  Virginia,  at  the  rate  of  two  hnndred  dollars  a 
year,  in  addition  to  their  ordinary  eomnitsions. 
The  PostmaMer  General  is  hereby  anthorised  to 
allow  to  the  postmaster  at  the  City  of  Washing 
ton,  in  addition  to  the  allowaaee  made  by  this 
act  for  postage  collected,  and  for  free  letters  re- 
ceived by  him  for  delivery,  a  commission  of  five 
per  centam  on  the  amoant  of  mails  distributed  at 
nis  office :  Provided,  ntcerihela*,  That  the  whole 
annual  emolumenu  of  the  said  postmaster,  in- 
cluding the  extra'  compensation  heretofore  allowed 
to  him  by  law,  shall  always  be  subject  to  the  re- 
striction impined  by  the  fortieth  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  the  thirtieth  of  April, 
ooe  thonsaod  eight  hundred  aod  ten,  to  woteh 
this  act  is  in  addition. 

SeoI  3.  And  be  itjitriker  enacted^  That  letters 
and  packets  to  and  from  any  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate, or  member  or  delegate  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Umted  SutM,  the  Secretary 
of  th«  Senate,  and  Cterfc  of  the  Hoose  of  B«pre- 
sentative%  shall  be  conveyed  free  of  postage,  for 
thirty  davspreviooe  to  each  session  of  Congress, 
and  for  toirty  days  after  the  termination  thereof: 
Provided  oZm^,  That  no  letter  or  paioket  shall 
exceed  two  ounces  in  weight,  and  in  case  of  ex- 
cess of  weight,  that  excess  alone  shall  bepaid  for. 

Snc.  i.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
eleveoth  and  twenty-eighth  sections  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Bs- 
tablishment,"  approved  April  thirtieth,  one  thou- 
sand eight  bundred  and  ten,  and  the  first  and  sec- 
ond sections  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  io  addi- 
tion to  the  act  r^ulatina  the  Poet  Office  Estab 
lishment,"  approved  Febrnary  twenty-seventh, 
one  thonsaod  eight  hnndred  and  flAeep,  and  the 
fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  the  same,  czecpi  aoeh 
paru  as  relate  to  steamboats,  their  masters,  or 
managers,  and  persons  employed  on  board  the 
same,     and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  U  furtker  enactod.  That  this 
act  shall  lake  efieotfrom  and  after  the  thirty-first 
day  of  March,  one  thontaod  eight  hnndred  and 
aixteeo. 
Approved,  April  9^  1816. 


An  Act  to  inos^anM  tho  sahaaribesn  to  «he  Bmk«ff 

the  United  £t«lsi^ 

Be  it  enacted,  fe^  That  a  bank  of  the  Ua&iei 
States  of  America  shall  be  estaUiaherf,  wiika 
capital  of  thirty-five  milltona  of  doUaK  iNviiei 
into  three  hnndred  add  fiftv  thoasaod  mm^  «f 
ooe  hundred  dollars  each  share.  Seventy  ifcon- 
sand  shares,  amounting  to  tfa«  sued  of  seven  nit- 
lions  of  dollars,  part  of  the  capital  of  the  said 
bank,  shall  be  sobecribed  and  paid  foit  by  iheQni- 
ted  States,  in  the  nwnacr  hereiBaftcr  spedficd ; 
and  two  hundred  and  eighty  tfaoaaand  dare^ 
amounting  to  the.  sum  of  twenty-ci^ht  million 
of  dollars,  shall  be  subscribed  and  pst^  fw  1^  w> 
dividnals,  companies,  or  corporations,  in  the  aua- 
ner  hereinafter  specified. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  Thax  snh* 
soripiions  for  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  Bullions 
of  dollars,  towards  constitutiog  the  capital  of  the 
said  bank,  shall  be  opened  on  the  first  Monday  ia 
July  next,  at  the  follewing  ^aees :  that  is  lo  say, 
at  Portland,  in  the  Distnet  of  htaiae ;  at  Ports- 
month,  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire ;  at  Boa- 
ton,  in  the  State  ofUassaebtisctIa ;  at  Providence 
in  the  Stnte  of  Rhode  IsUnd  s  nt  Middtetown,  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut ;  at  Borliogton,  in  the 
Slate  of  Vermont ;  at  New  York  in  the  State  of 
New  York ;  at  New  Brunswick,  io  the  Stale  of 
New  Jersey;  at  Philadelphia,  to  the  Scale  erf 
Pennsylvania;  at  Wilmington,  io  the  State  <A. 
Delaware;  at  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land ;  at  Richmond,  in  the  State  of  Virginia;  at 
LexiogtoD,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky;  at  Cincin- 
nati, m  the  Stale  of  Ohio;  at  Raleigh,  in  the 
Bute  of  North  Carolioa ;  at  Nashville,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee;  at  Charleston,  in  the  State 
of  Sooth  Carolina ;  at  Aogasia,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia;  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  ofLonln- 
nnn ;  and  at  Washington,  in  the  Piurici  of  Co- 
lumbia. Andthesaidsubseriptfonsshallteopeiied 
under  the  snpcrintcndcnee  of  five  comwiimwiwia 
at  Philadelphia,  and  of  three  commisooncn  at 
each  of  the  other  places  aforesaid,  to  be  appmnted 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales^  who  is 
t^reby  authorized  to  make  sneh  sppoiotmeBts^ 
and  shall  eootinue  open  every  day,  from  the  time 
of  opening  the  same,  between  the  hours  of  tea 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  fonr  o'cloek  ia  the 
afternoon,  for  the  terra  of  twenty  days,  exelasire 
of  Sundays,  when  the  same  shul  be  closed,  aad 
immediately  thereafter  the  commissioners,  or  aoy 
two  of  them,  at  the  respective  places  aforaaid, 
shall  cause  two  iranseripu  or  ceptes  of  sock  sob- 
scriptions  to  be  made,  one  of  which  tbey  shall 
send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  one  they 
shall  retain,  and  the  original  ihey  shall  transmit, 
within  seven  days  from  the  clmiog  of  the  sa^ 
scriptions  as  aforesaid,  to  the  commissioners  at 
Philadelphia  aforesaid.  Aod  on  the  receipt  «f 
the  said  original  subecriptions,  or  of  either  or  lbs 
said  copies  thereof,  if  the  original  be  lost,  misln^ 
or  detained,  the  commissioners  at  PhiladdfUt 
aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  tbem,  shall  inmiA- 
ately  thereafter  convene,  and  proceed  to  take  in 

Iaccooat  of  the  said  sobscripitons.  And  if  am 
thnn  the  amaval  of  twency-ctghi  Bullions  of  del- 
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■n  »biU  hare  been  sobseribad^  thea  the  said  l«u 
iMatiooed  eomoaiMioaeri  iball  licdoot  the  amouot 
sneli  azeaw  ffom  the  largeai  »abferipUDa«,  in 
•eh  inuBar  aa  that  do  aoMetiptioa  mU  b«  n- 
laead  ia  amoun^  while  ao^r  oda  nmaioa  larger: 
9nmdiedj  That  if  the  sobseripiioiu  taken  at  eitiier 
)f  ihf  puces  aforesaid  sball  not  ezceed  three 
4iHiMnd  shares,  there  shall  be  oo  redaetioa  of 
oeh  subscriptions,  nor  shall,  in  any  ease,  the  sub- 
•riptioa*  uken  at  either  of  the  places  aforesaid  be 
wluced  below  that  amoaat.  And  ia  case  the 
iggregate  amount  of  the  said  sabseriptioos  shall 
ixoeed  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars^  the  said 
ast  meationed  commissioners,  after  having  ap- 
wrlioaed  the  same  as  aforesaid,  shall  canse  lists 
if  the  said  appoitioDed  subseriptioas  to  oa  made 
ml,  ioeluding  in  each  list  the  apportioned  sob- 
leriptioa  for  the  place  where  the  original  sab- 
eription  was  made,  one  of  whicb  lists  they  shall 
raasmit  to  the  commissioners  or  one  of  tbeUt 
mder  whose  snperintendenee  such  subsotiptioos 
vers  originally  made,  that  the  sabaeriben  may 
hereby  ascertain  the  number  of  shares  to  them 
espeetiTely  apportioned  as  aforesaid.  -And  in 
ase  (he  aggre^te  amonni  of  the  said  sabserip- 
ions  made  anriog  the  period  aforesaid,  at  all  the 
rlaees  aforesaid,  shall  not  amount  to  twenty-«ght 
niUions  of  dollars,  the  subscriptions  to  complete 
he  said  sum  shall  be  and  remain  open  at  Pbila- 
lelpbia  aforesaid,  onder  the  sopenoteadence  of 
be  commissioners  appointed  for  that  place;  and 
he  subscriptions  may  be  then  made  by  any  indi* 
ridaaJ,  eompany,or  corporation,  for  any  aamber 
)f  shares,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  the  amount 
eqaired  to  complete  the  said  sum  of  twenty-eight 
nillions  of  dollars. 

Sfio.  3.  Andbe  UJitrlkerwaeted,  That  it  shall 
«  lawful  for  any  indiridoal,  eomfiany,  oorpora- 
ioa,  or  State,  when  the  snbeeriptioos  AM  be 
opened  as  hereinbefore  directed,  to  anbseribe  for 
nf  aamber  of  shares  of  the  capital  ^of  the  said 
•Dk,nol  ezeeediw  tbree  thoosand  shares,  and 
be  sums  so  snbscrioed  shall  be  pajablc^  and  paid, 
n  th«  manner  following:  that  w  to  say,  seven 
lillioos  of  dollars  thereof  in  gold  or  silrer  coin 
f  the  Unhed  States,  or  in  gold  coin  of  Spain,  or 
tie  dominions  of  .Spain,  at  the  rate  of  one  ban- 
red  cents  for  every  twenty-eight  grains  and  sixty 
Dodredths  of  agraio  of  the  actual  weight  thereof, 
r  io  other  foreign  gold  or  silver  coin  at  the  sev- 
ral  rates  prescribed  by  the  first  section  of  an  act 
sgolatiog  the  currency  of  foreign  coins  in  the 
loited  States,  passed  tenth  day  ctf  April,  one 
lousand  eight  hundred  and  six.  and  twenty-one 
kiltiooa  of  dollars  thereof  in  like  gold  or  silrer 
Dto.  or  in  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States 
Dntrmcted  at  the  time  of  the  subscriptions  respec- 
rely.  And  the  payments  made  »  the  funded 
ebt  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  paid  and  re- 
lived at  the  following  rates:  that  is  to  say,  the 
laded  debt  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  eentnm 
rr  annum,  at  the  nominal  or  par  value  thereof; 
le  funded  debt  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per 
iotam  per  annum,  at  the  rate  of  sixty-five  dol- 
.ra  for  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  of  the 
aaniaal  amount  thaceofi  and  the  funded  debt 


bearing  an  interest  of  seven  per  centum  per  an- 
num, at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  six  dollars 
and  fifty-one  eentfc  for  every  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  of  the  nominal  amount  thereof;  together 
with  the  amount  of  the  interest  accrued  on  the 
said  several  denominations  of  funded  debt,  to  be 
computed  and  tllowed  to  the  time  of  subscribing 
the  same  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as  afore- 
said. And  the  payments  of  the  said  subscriptions 
shall  be  made  and  completed  by  the  subscribers, 
respectively,  at  the  times  and  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing :  that  is  to  say,  at  the  time  of  subscribing 
there  sball  be  paid  five  dollars  on  each  share,  in 
gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and  twenty-ore 
dollars  more  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  or  in  funded 
debt  as  aforesaid ;  at  the  expiratloa  of  six  calen- 
dar juooths  after  the  time  of  subscribing,  there 
shall  be  paid  the  further  snm  of  ten  dollars  on 
each  share,  in  cold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and 
twenly-fivc  doUars  more  in  coin  aa  aforesaid,  or  ia 
funded  debiasafofesaid  j  at  the  expiration  of  twelve 
calendar  moothi  from  the  time  of  subscribing 
there  shall  be  |«id  the  further  sum  of  ten  dollu^ 
on  each  share,  in  gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid, 
and  twenty-five  dollars  more,  in  coin  as  aforesaid, 
or  in  funded  debt  as  aforesaid. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That,  at  tha 
time  of  subscribing  to  the  eapitalof  the  said  bank 
as  aforesaid,  each  and  every  subscriber  shall  de- 
Urer  to  the  commissioners,  at  the  place  of  sub- 
scribing, as  well  the  amount  of  their  snlMcriptions 
rcspecuvely  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  as  iheeertincatea 
of  funded  debt,  for  the  funded  debt  proportions  of 
their  respective  subscriptions,  together  with  a 
power  of  attorney,  authorizing  the  said  eommia- 
sioners,  or  a  majoricy  of  them,  to  transfer  the  said 
stock,  in  due  form  of  law  to  "  the  president,  di- 
rectorvand  company,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Sutes,"  as  sQOO  as  tbc  said  bank  shall  be  organ- 
ized. Provided  lUw^,  That  if,  in  consequence 
of  the  apportiouDkant  of  the  shares  in  the  capital 
of  the  said  bank  among  the  subscribers,  in  the 
case,  and  in  the  manner,  hereinbefore  provided, 
any  subscriber  shall  have  delivered  to  the  com- 
missioners, at  the  time  of  subscribing,  a  greater 
amount  of  gold  or  silver  coin  and  funded  debt 
than  shall  be  necessary  to  complete  the  payments 
for  the  share  or  shares  to  such  subscribers,  appor- 
tioned as  aforesaid,  the  commissioners  shall  only 
retain  so  much  of  the  said  gold  or  silver  coin, 
and  funded  debt,  as  sball  be  necessary  to  com- 
plete such  payments,  and  shall,  forthwith,  return 
the  surplus  thereof,  on  application  for  the  same 
to  the  subscribers  lawfully  entitled  thereto.  And 
the  commissioners,  respectively,  ^all  deposite 
the  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  certificates  of  publie 
debt  by  them  respectirely  received  as  aforesaid 
from  the  subscribers  to  the  capital  of  the  said 
bank,  in  some  place  of  secure  and  s^fe  keeping,  so 
that  the  same  may  and  shall  be  specially  delivered 
and  transferred,  as  the  same  were  by  them  respec- 
tively received,  to  the  president,  directors,  and 
company,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
their  order,  as  soon  as  sball  be  required  after  the 
organization  of  the  said  bank.  And  thesaid  com- 
rausioDers  appointed  to  superintend  the  subsetip- 
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tioM  to  the  eapitat  of  the  nid  baok  u  Kfomtid, 
■hall  receive  a  reasonable  eomwosatioii  for  tbeir 
aerTices  retpeciirely,  and  shall  be  allowed  all 
reasonable  cba^es  and  expenses  inearred  m  the 
execation  of  their  trnat,  to  be  paid  bjr  the  presi- 
dent, directors,  and  company,  of  the  bank,  oat  of 
the  fonds  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  fitriher  enacted^  That  it 
ahall  be  lawful  for  the  United  States  to  pajr  and 
redeem  the  funded  debt  aubaeribed  to  the  capital 
of  the  said  bank,  at  the  rates  aforesaid,  in  such 
aams,  and  at  laeh  timei,  as  shall  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient, ftoydiinff  io  any  act  or  aeu  of  CoBgreia 
to  the  eootrary  tnereof  notwithataadiof  .  And  it 
ahall  also  be  lawfiil  ibr  the  preaidcnt,  directora, 
and  company,  of  the  said  bant,  to  sell  and  traos- 
ftr  for  cold  and  sflrer  coin,  or  bollion,  the  Ainded 
debt  sDOserifaed  to  the  capiiat  of  (he  said  bank  as 
lAnesaid:  Provided  tdways,  That  they  shall  not 
•ell  more  thereof  than  the  sum  of  two  millions 
of  dollars  in  any  one  year;  norsdl  any  part  there- 
of at^  any  time  within  the  United  States,  without 

S-eriotuly  ffirinffuotiee  of  their  iotentton  to  the 
ecretaryof  the  Treasury,  and  offering  the  same 
to  the  United  Stales  for  the  period  of  fifteen 
days,  at  least,  at  the  camnt  ptlee,  not  exceeding 
the  rales  aforesaid. 

8bc.  0.  Arid  be  it  Jkrther  enacted,  That,  at  tbe 
opttaing  of  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
said  baokf  the  Seereury  of  the  Treasurr  shall 
•obseribe,  or  came  to  be  sabscribed,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  the  said  ntimber  of  serenty 
thousand  shares,  amounting  to  seven  millions  of 
doHars  as  afbreaaid,  to  be  paid  io  gold  or  silver 
eoiOf  'or  in  stock  of  the  United  States,  bearing 
Interest  at  the  nue  of  fire  per  centom  per  annQm ; 
and  if  payment  thereof  or  of  any  part  thereof,  be 
made  in  public  stock,  bearing  interest  aa  afore- 
said, tbe  said  interest  shall  be  payable  quarterly, 
to  commence  from  the  time  of  making  such  pay- 
ment on  aec6uDt  of  the  said  subscription,  and  the 
principal  of  tbe  said  stock  shall  be  redeemable  in 
any  sums,  and  at  any  periods,  which  the  Govern- 
ment shall  deem  fit.  And  tne  Secretary  of  the 
Tmsnry  shall  cause  the  certificates  of  such  pub- 
He  atoek  to  be  prepared,  and  made  in  the  usual 
form,  and  shall  pay  and  deliver  the  same  to  the 
president,  director^  and  company,  of  the  aaid 
Bank  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sevemeeo,  which  aaid  stock  it 
ahall  be  hiwful  for  the  said  president,  directors, 
and  eompany,  to  sell  and  traosfor  for  gold  and 
aitrercoin  or  bullion  at  their  discretion:  Fnrvi- 
ded.  They  shaH  not  sell  more  than  two  millions 
of  dollars  thereof  in  any  one  year. 

Seo.  7.  And  be  itfiirO^  enacted.  That  the 
snbscribers  to  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  be, 
and  aie  hereby,  created  a  corporation  and  body 
politic,  by  the  oame  and  style  of  "  The  president 
direetora,  and  company,  of  tbe  Bank  of  ifae  United 
States*  and  shall  so  continue  until  tbe  third  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  and  by  that  name  shall  be, 
•md  an  hereby,  made  able  and  capable,  in  law,  to 
mre,  purehate,  reoetre,  possess,  ei^,  and  n- 


iwB,  to  them  and  tlMlr  sueeetaofa,  luds,  itao, 
tenements,  bereditameDts,  gootfa^  dMttd^  aw 
effect^  of  whatsoever  kind,  Datinvt  mad  qwUty, 
to  an  amount  net  ezeeedfag;  ha  the  wlMtle,  fifty* 
fire  mtlliens  of  dollars,  ineladiof  tfa«  aaMOKif 
the  capital  atoek  aforesaid ;  and  tke  aame  i»«eA, 
grant,  demise,  alien  or  dispose  of ;  to  sw  aa^  be 
sued,  plead  aad  be  impleaded,  avafrer  m4  he 
aaswered,  defend  and  be  deftacled,  in  wA  Biaie 
eonrta  baring  eompeteot  jOfiadiatlott,  aad  m  laf 
etrcQtt  eourt  <tf  the  bailed  flkateet  and  aba  lo 
a»kc,  bare,  and  use,  a  emaioo  aaal,  dis 
aame  to  brcui,  alter,  abd  reaeir,  at  tbeir  fltaa* 
uve:  and  also  toordna,  eeiafaliBb-,  and  pac  ia-c» 
euttofl,  MKh  hfAven.  aad  ordisaa«e^  and  i^fab- 
tions,  as  they  ahall  deem  neeneaay  aad-  «sa*aH- 
eat  for  the  gwemmeat  of  the  aaid  eor paratina. 
not'  being  contrary  to  the  eonatiiwioa  tbow^  «r 
to  the  laws  of  tbe  United  Stales;  amd  geaefaSy 
to  do  and  ezecBie  alt  and  singular  the  ael^  na^ 
ters,  aad  things,  which  lo  them  it  akall  ar  mmf 
apperuin  to  do ;  subject,  oerertfaalass,  to  ^  i«Ce% 
regulations,  restrictions^  lifflitatioa&  asd  pwvia 
ionx,  hereinafter  prescribed  and  declared^ 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  Jurtker  efsod^  That,  for 
the  management  of  tbe  affairs  of  tbe  aaid  eono> 
ration,  there  shall  be  twenty-five  direeiors^  ftra 
of  whom,  being  stoaklMriders,  sbaM  be  assoally 
appoiatei^  by  the  President  of  tbe  Uaiiipd  Crtafaa^ 
by  and  irith  tbe  adviea  and  eoaieac  of  th«  Ban 
ate,  not  more  than  three  of  arhorn  dntt  ba  laai- 
dents  of  any  one  State;  and  twenty  of  whoai 
shall  be  annoally  elected  at  thr  haaking  linfiu  ia 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  ftrsi  Hoadtoy^  wt 
January,  in  each  year,  by  the  (jaaliled  stoaft* 
holders  of  the  capital  of  the  said  baak  ether  riaai 
the  United  States,  and  by  a  phmKly  of  vales 
then  and  there  actualty  given,  aecordi^  ta  tirt 
scale  of  voting  bereiaaner  prescribed:  Prtmdtd 
ahoe^jft,  That  no  pcrsoa,  being  a  direeur  ia  ika 
Bank  of  the  Uatted  Sutee,  or  any  of  its  braBeha8^ 
shall  be  adirectorof  any  oihar  baak ;  and  sbam 
any  zaeh  directM  aei  as  a  director  ia  aoy  athec 
bank,  it  ahall  forthwith  vacate  his  appoiawaeat 
In  the  direetion  of  the  Bank  of  Ibe  Usifed  Pfiatrs 
And  the  direelers,  so  doly  af^ated  aad  dceieA 
ahall  baeapaUeof  aerviag,  by  vlrtaa  af  aadi  aa- 
paiataMat  aad  eh^ee,frDm  tliaint  Meaday  m 
tbe  month  of  January  of  each  year,  uatil  xW«id 
and  expiration  of  tfae&8»  Mha^jr  ia  iW  aiaMk 
^  January  of  the  year  neat  enemog  Aa-tiaatf 
each  annual  etaoiion  to  be  held  by  the  woaHulf 
era  as  aforesaid.  And  tbe  board  of  dii««iaN(aa- 
aaally,  at  the  first  meeting  after  their  eieottea  m 
each  and  every  year,  shalfproeeed  to  electoMof 
the  dlreetoFs  to  be  president  of  the  TTrrrimnniaa. 
who  shall  hold  tbe  said  office  durioy  tha  aam* 
period  for  which  the  direetora  are  appoioted  aad 
elected  aft  aforesaid  r  Provided  obo,  That  ibi 
first  appointment  and  election  of  the  difedBSt 
and  president  of  tbe  said  bank  shaH  be  at 
time  and  for  the  period  hereinafter  dedaied: 
And  prwidtd  aUo,  That  in  ease  it  shooW  ataef 
time  happen  that  an  a^witktHkeat  or  ettoiiaaaf 
directors,  or  an  deetioa  of  the  premdcat  «f  4a 
aaid  bank,  should  Bo»baBaaHHleaata«al»«fitai 
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om  wajr-daf  *^*%  P'l'uiuee  of  this  aot,  thev 
oagtit  to  uke  efiect,  the  mii  eorporaiien  shall 
«oi,  for  that  eaiue,  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved ; 
Imt  it  ahell  be  lawful  al  aay  other  lirae  to  make 
uiofa  4{i|K>iDUDeDia,  aod  to  hold  sueh  clactiooB, 
the  e«ae  may  be.)  and  the  maoaer  of  holdiog 
the  eleetiona  shall  be  r^ulated  by  the  by'lawe 
Mm4  otdiDaneea  of  the  said  coreoiatloa:  aod  ua- 
«Q  such  uppoinimeDto  or  eleetlom  be  mde,  the 
direetoMADd  pr««deBtof  thenid  hank,  for  the 
time  being,  shall  cootinae-iBoffioe:  Avdjtrovided 
ahOf  Thftt  in  caae  of  the  death,  resigoatioa,  or 
»iiioml,<Df  the  president  of  the  said  c^rpocuioo, 
the  direetara  shall  proceed  to  elect  aaoihcr  presi- 
deat  from  ihedireetora  as  sfbresaid:  and  in  ease 
of  the  death,  raignalioD,  or  absence  from  the 
United  Slnl^orremoTftl  of  «  director  from  office, 
tke  Tflcaocy  shall  be  supplied  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Suies,  or  by  the  stockholders,  as 
the  caae  mav  he.  But  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  alone  shall  have  power  to  remove  any 
of  the  directors  appointed  by  him  as  aforesaid. 

Sco.  9.  ArulUU  further  enacted.  That  as  aoon 
aa  the  sum  of  eight  millions  fbnr  hundred  thoy- 
flsad  dollars  in  gold  and  silter  coin,  and  ia  the 
pabJio  dcht,  shBll  have  been  actoaUy  received  on 
aecoaat  of  the  sohseriptions  to  the  capital  of  the 
aaid  -bank  (ezeluaively  of  the  aabseriptton  afera- 
aaid,  on  the  pan  of  the  Doited  States)  notice 
thereof  shall  be  given  by  the  persons  luider  whose 
snperioteodeoce  the  subecriptions  shall  have  been 
mad*  at  the  cit^  of  Philadelphia,  in  at  least  two 
Dew8|«pers  printed  in  each  of  the  plaees  <if  ao 
many  be  printed  in  such  pktoes  respectively) 
where  tulwcriptions  shall  have  been  made,  aad 
the  said  persons  shall,  at  the  same  time,  and  in 
like  manner,  notify  a  time  and  place  within  the 
said  city  of  PhiUdelpbia,  at  the  distance  of  at 
leaat  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  uieh  nolifiea- 
tioo,  for  proceeding  to  the  election  of  twenty 
directors  as  eiforcsBid,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
sodi  election  lo  be  then  and  there  made.  And 
tbe  Pieudeot  of  4he  United  States  is  hereby  an* 
thoriiad^  daring  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
10  nominaifc  and»  ^  aad  with  the  advice  ana 
eoaaant  of  ue  SoMie,  to  appoint,  five  dinelon 
of  the  said  bank,  though  aot  BtoakhoIdet%  a»jr- 
thing  in  the  provistoas  of  this  aet  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding;  and  the  persons  who  shall  be 
eleoted  and  afmoinicd  as  uoresaid,  shall  be  tb* 
int  directois  of  the  said  baoki  aad  shall  proeead 
to  elecc  one  of  the  difeston  to  be  president  of  the 
said  banfc-j  aad  the  directors  and  piesideat  of  the 
aaid  hank,  so  aHMinted  and  etectad  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  capable  of  serving  in  their  respective 
offiet^  hf  virtne  thereof,  nniU  chaaodaad  expira- 
tion of  tbe  first  Monday  of  the  aaooth  of  Jaottazy 
nextensning  tfaesaidmwKiintraeaisand  eleetioos, 
and  they  shall  then  ana  theneefortb  eomnence, 
and  contiaae  the  operaiioas  of  the  said  banh^  at 
the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Sm.  la  Awi  te  it  fiaHur  enacUd,  That  the 
direeioc^  for  the  tiite  beiq^  shall  have  power  to 
ufoinc  snch  ofl|eers,eUrkL«d  servaal%  nodar 
tHO,  as  sball  be  aeeessarf  lor  axetntiw  too  b«Bi- 
um.U  the  said  aMpomuHi,iad-i»  aunv  thaa 


saeh  coapmsation  for  their  services,  respect- 
ively, as  shall  be  reasonable  i  and  shall  be  capable 
of  exercisiDg  such  other  powers  and  autboritiee 
for  the  well  goveraiof;  and  ordering  of  the  offieers 
of  the  aaid  corporation  as  shall  be  prescribed, 
fixed,  and  determined,  by  tbe  lawa,  r^nlations, 
and  ordioanees,  of  the  same. 

Saa  U.  And  be  U /urtAerwaacted,  That  the 
following  mles,  rtutrietions,  limitations,  aad  pi«- 
visioas,  shall  form  and  befuBdaraeatal  artacles  of 
the  constitution  of  the  aaid  eorpotation.  to  wit  i 

1.  The  number  of  rotea  to  which  ttie  «toefc< 
holders  shall  be  entitled,  in  voting  for  direotea^ 
dull  be  acoerdtng  to  the  nnmber  of  sbaies  hf, 
she,  or  tbev,  respectively,  shall  hold,  in  the  pn(- 
poriions  fuJlowiog,  that  4a  to  say,  for  one  sham 
and  not  more  than  two-shares,  oue  vote;  for  everf 
two  shares  above  two,  aod  not  exceedi^g^teo,  one 
vote;  for  every  four  shares  abors  ten,  and  ooc 
exceeding  thirty, one  vole;  for  every  six  sbarae 
above  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  sixty, «ae  vole; 
for  every  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  aot  ec- 
ceedittg  one  hundred,  one  vote ;  aad  for  every  ten 
shares  above  one  hundred,  one  vote;  but  ao  pec- 
son,  copartnershrp,  or  body  politic,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  a  .greater  number  than  thirty  votes;  aad 
after  the  first  election,  no  share  or  shares  shall 
confer  a  right  of  voting,  which  shall  aot  ban 
been  hotden  three  calendar  months  previooa  to  the 
day  of  election.  And  stockholders  aotuatly  seai- 
dent  within  the  United  States,  and  none  ottter, 
may  vote  in  elections  by  proxy. 

2.  Not  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  direetoa 
elected  by  the  stockholders,  and  not  mere  thaa 
four-fifths  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the  Preii- 
dent  of  the  United  Sutes,  who  shall  be  in  offioe 
at  the  time  of  an  annual  election,  shall  be  elected 
or  a|>poioicd  for  the  next  sncceeding  year;  and 
no  duector  shall  hold  his  office  more  than  three 
years  out  of  four  in  soceession;  but  the  diciseiar 
who  shall  be  the  president  at  the  time  of  an  doa- 
tion  may  always  be  reappointed  or  re<«tecied,  a^ 
tbe  «ase  may  tie. 

3.  None  bat  a  stockholder,  resident- oitizeK  of 
the  United  Siatrs.  shall  be  a  director ;  nor  shall 
a  director  beontitbd  to  aay  enjolament;  bat  tha 
dinctors  may  nuike  such  compensatitfa  to  the 
president,  for  his  exinosdioary  aiten^Mce  at  tha 
bank,  as  shall  appear  to  them  reasoaahte. 

i.  Not  less  than  seveo  direetois  shalt  canati- 
tois  a  board  for  the  transaction  of  business,  of 
whoa  the  ptcaideot  shall  always  be  one,  except 
in  caae  of  sickaesaor  necessary  absence  ;-in  which 
case  his  place  may  be  supplied  by  any  other  dir- 
rector  whom  be,  by  writio|^  under  his  hand, 
shall  depots  for  that  porpose.  Aad  the  dtreotor 
so  deputed  may  do  and  traosaetaU  the  aaccssaKf 
business,  belonging  to  the  office  of  the  president 
of  the  said  corporation,  during  the  continuanee 
of  the  sickneas  or  necessary  abseaee  of  the  pnsi- 
deni. 

5.  A  number  of  stockholders,  not  l«s  thaasi»- 
Iv,  whou  together,  shall  be  proprietors  of  oae 
tBODsaacf  shares  or  npwards,  shall  have  power  at 
any  lime  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  tho-siook,- 
houaxs^  for  poi^osia  leUtiae  lo  the  iBHilBtioni 
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ipring  mt  least  tea  week**  notice  in  two  paUie 
oewspapf  n  of  the  pltce  where  the  biok  is  seated, 
ftod  specifying  in  sneb  notice  the  object  or  ob- 
jects of  such  neetiog. 

6.  Each  cashier  or  treasnrer,  before  he  enters 
vpoB  tb«  duties  of  bis  office,  shall  be  reqaired  to 
give  bond,  with  two  or  more  safeties,  to  the  sat- 
isfaetioB  of  the  directors,  in  a  sam  not  leas  tban 
tftj  thoDeand  dollars,  witb  a  condition  for  bis 
good  behavtoar,  and  the  faiihfal  perfonnaaee  of 
his  duties  to  the  corporation. 

7.  The  lands,  tenements,  and  beredt  laments, 
which  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation 
to  bold,  ahftil  be  onlf  ancb  as  ahall  be  reqaisite 
ibr  iu  immediate  teeommodation  in  relation  to 
the  coBveoieot  traoiaetiDg  of  ita  business,  and 
■ueh  as  ahall  hare  been  fimut  Jide  mortgaged  to 
it  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it  in  satis- 
ftetHm  of  debu  previously  contracted  in  the 
eourte  of  its  dealiDn^  or  purehsced  at  aalea,  apoo 
jodffmenu  which  shall  bave  been  obtained  for 
•uch  debts. 

8.  The  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said 
corporation  shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by 
bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  contract,  over  and  abore 
the  debt  or  debts  due  for  money  deposited  in  tbe 
bank,  shall  not  exceed  tbe  sum  of  tbirty-Sre  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  unless  tbe  oootractiog  of  any 
greater  debt  shall  bare  been  prerioujJy  author- 
bed  br  law  of  the  United  States.  In  ease  of  ez- 
ecaa.  the  directors  under  whose  administration  it 
shall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  in  their 
nainrat  sod  private  capacities;  and  an  action  of 
4ebt  may  in  such  ease  be  brooffht  against  them, 
or  any  of  ibem,  their  or  any  of  their  beirs,  exec- 
utors, or  adroioistrators,  in  any  court  of  record 
of  the  United  States,  or  dther  of  them,  by  any 
creditor  or  creditors  of  the  said  corporation,  and 
may  be  prosecuted  to  judgment  and  execotiou, 
any  condition,  covenant,  or  agreement  to  the  con- 
trary ootwlthstandiog.  Bat  this  provision  sball 
not  oe  construed  to  exempt  the  said  corporation 
or  the  lands,  teoemeuts,  goods,  or  chattels  of  the 
same  from  being  also  liable  for,  and  chargeable 
witb,  the  said  excess.  Such  of  the  said  directors, 
who  may  have  been  absent  when  the  said  excess 
was  contracted  or  created,  or  who  may  have  dis- 
•ented  from  the  resolution  or  act  whereby  the 
aamc  was  so  contracted  or  created,  may  respec- 
tively exonerate  themselves  from  being  so  liable 
Inr  forthwith  girinr  notice  of  tbe  fact,  and  of 
their  absence  or  dissent,  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  stockholders,  at  a  gen- 
eral  meeting,  which  tbey  shall  have' power  to 
call  for  that  purpose. 

9.  Tbe  said  corporation  shall  not,  directly  or 
Indirectly,  deal  or  trade  in  anything  except  oills 
of  exchange,  gold  or  silver  bullion,  or  iu  the  sale 
of  goods  renlly  and  truly  pledged  for  money  lent 
and  not  redeemed  in  due  time,  or  goods  which 
shall  be  the  proceeds  of  its  lands.  It  shall  not  be 
at  liberty  to  purchase  any  public  debt  whatso- 
ever, nor  shall  tt  take  more  than  at  the  rate  of 
eixjper  centUm  per  annum  for  or  upon  its  loans 
or  diseomita. 

3a  Ho  ion  ahaU  be  made  by  the  uid  corpora- 


tion, for  the  use  or  on  account  of  the  Qmm- 
roent  of  the  United  States,  to  an  amotiDt  eiteti- 
ing  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  of 
particular  Suie,*to  an  amount  ezceritsf  % 
thousand  dollars,  or  of  any  foreign  Priace  t 
State,  unless  previooaly  anthorizMbf  ilivtl 
the  United  States. 

11.  The  stock  of  tbe  said  corporatinibflfce 
assignable  and  transferrable,  accordiD{  u  Ntk 
rules  as  shall  be  instituted  in  that  bml^kfte 
laws  and  ordioaoces  of  the  same. 

IS.  The  bills,  obligatory  and  of  ereXt,  nto 
tbe  seal  of  tbe  satd  eorpontto6,  whiddaRM 
made  to  any  pmon  or  persons,  shanbeadff- 
ble  by  endonemcnt  tberenpoo,  under  tlx  bwa 
bands  of  each  person  or  persons,  ni  bit,kra 
tbetr  executors  or  admiaistntors.  and  l>>i<^J' 
their  assignee  or  assignees,  and  so  u  tmm 
10  transfer  and  vest  tbe  property  thereof  in  w 
and  every  assignee  or  assignees  soceesiirri/,"™ 
to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees,  sad  tif  w 
or  their  executors  or  admiDistrators,ti}niiitiia 
an  action  thereapon  in  his,  her  or  their  on  mm 
or  names:  Praoided,  That  said  corportti*"" 
not  make  any  bill  obligatory,  or  of  credit,  oroibti 
obligation  under  its  seal  for  the  P'f'"f". "V 
sum  less  than  five  thousand  dollsn.  And  w 
bills  or  notes  which  may  be  issued  bforfff"™ 
said  corporation,  sigoed  by  the  Pf*"''JJ^ 
countersigned  by  the  principal  euliier « titii^ 
«r  thereof,  promising  the  paymaiwmo«T  " 
any  person  or  persons,  his,  her  M*<",T."ia 
to  bearer,  although  not  under  the  sol  ol  tM  »« 
corporation,  shall  be  bindingand  obligitorr  ap" 
the  same,  in  like  manner,  aodwithliKW'"",, 
effect,  as  upon  any  private  person  <".l*^ 
issued  by  him,  her  or  tbem,tnhi>,  '^.^  Z 
private  or  natural  capacity  or  wpf"*"^,!! 
shall  be  assignable  and  oegoiisble  is  likfi^ 
as  if  fhey  were  so  issued  by  soch  P"."''3be 
or  persons ;  that  is  to  say,  th""  »''^L7ft« 
payable  to  any  person  or  persons,  his,  an"  j. 
order,  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsemwM'jiii, 
manner,  and  with  the  like  effect  " 
of  exchange  now  Bre:  and  those  "'"""^1 
able  to  bearer  shall  1*  assignable  •1>'',?«;"J: 
bydelivery  only:  /VotJufod,Thatallbijw^ 
so  to  be  issued  by  said  corporation,  imh  « 
payable  on  demand,  other  than  bills  or  oo^e^ 
the  payment  of  a  sum  not  less  than 
dollan  each,  and  payable  to  the  order  or«^ 


fiersoo  or  penons,  which  bills  or  "-jfdt 
awful  for  said  corporation  to  make  pP'^u 


lawiut  tor  satd  corporation  lo  m"**^  '*^dit« 
any  time  uot  exceeding  sixty  diys  from  »• 
thereof.  jiofiA 
13.  Half-yearly  dividends  shaH  hem'"  - 
much  of  the  profits  of  the  bank  is  sbiU  «Pr 
the  directors  advisable  j  and  once  'O*";' viol- 
years  tbe  directors  shall  lay  before  i«^ 
dere,  at  a  general  meeting,  for  their  idic  ^ 
an  exact  and  particular  stsiffmept  oi  . 
which  shall  have  remained  unpiid  "'"J'^j 
piration  of  the  original  credit,  5^,k^rtr^f'' 
treble  the  term  of  that  credit  Mi,«'5!jS 
of  the  profits,  if  any,  after  ^*$^^pt 
aividenda.  If  there  kdl 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


n  AS^mpTX,    ,  1822 

FiOUe  Acta  ^  Cangnu. 


Bt  4^  ur  pari  of  inr  sum  subwribed  to  tbc 
rilal  of  iht  taid  bank,  by  aof  person,  eopart- 
■ship  or  body  politic;  the  party  failing  shall 
•  the  benefit  of  aoy  diTidend  which  may  bare 
:rued  prior  to  the  time  for  making  saeb  pay- 
01,  and  daring  the  delay  of  the  same* 
4.  The  directon  of  the  said  corporation  shall 
tbiish  a  eoanpetent  office  of  disconot  and  de- 
ite  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  wbeoerer  any 
r  of  the  United  Sutes  shall  require  such  an 
■blishment;  abo  one  soc^  office  of  diseoimt 
i  deposite  in  any  Slate  io  which  two  thousand 
ires  shall  hare  been  sabscribed  or  may  be 
id,  wheoeTer,  upon  application  of  the  Legisla- 
e  of  soch  State,  Congress  may,  by  law,  re- 
ire  the  same:  Provwied,  the  directors  aforesaid 
ill  not  be  bonad  to  establish  XDch  office  before 
I  whole  the  ea|utal  of  the  bank  shall  hare 
w  paid  np.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  di- 
;tors  of  the  said  eorporation  to  establish  offices 
diseoant  and  deposite^  wbcresoerer  they  shall 
fit,  within  the  United  Sutes  or  the  Terri- 
ies  thereof,  and  to  commit  the  management  of 
)  said  offices,  and  the  business  thereof,  respee* 
ely,  to  such  pertoBs,  aad  under  aneh  regula- 
ns,  as  they  shall  deem  proper,  not  being  coo- 
ry  to  law  or  the  constitution  of  the  bank.  Or, 
itead  of  establishing  such  offices,  it  shall  be 
rfut  for  the  directors  of  the  said  corporation, 
m  time  to  time,  to  employ  any  other  bank  or 
iks,  to  be  fiist  Bpprofed  by  tne  Secretary  of 
I  Treasovy,  at  any  plaee  or  places  that  they 
ly  deem  safe  and  proper,  to  manage  and  trans- 
.  the  business  proposed  as  aforesaid,  otber  than 
the  porposea  of  diseoant,  to  be  managed  and 
nsaeted  by  aneh  ^ecs,  onder  aucb  agree- 
lata,  and  subject  to  -soeh  r^nlatioa^  as  they 
ill  deem  jost  and  proper.  Not  more  than  tbir< 
IB,  nor  !«•  than  seven  managars  or  directors, 
erery  ottee  established  as  amcsaid,  shall  be 
Dnially  appointed  by  the  directors  of  the  bank, 
■eiTe  one  year;  they  shall  choose  a  president 
im  their  own  number ;  each  of  them  shall  be  a 
jzen  of  tbe  United  Sutes,  and  a  resident  of  the 
ate,  Territory,  or  district,  wherein  such  office 
esiablisbed ;  and  not  more  than  three-fourths 
the  said  managers  or  directors,  in  offiee  at  the 
ae  of  an  annml  appoiatraeot,  shall  be  reap- 
inted  for  the  next  succeeding  year  ;  and  no  di- 
:tor  shall  hold  his  offiee  more  thaa  three  years 
I  of  four,  in  succession ;  but  tbe  president  may 
alwavs  TMppmnted. 

15.  The  omoar  at  the  head  of  the  Treasurf 
ipBTtBwnt  of  tbe  United  Sutai  shall  be  fur- 
■bed,  froBB  time  to  time,  as  often  as  he  may  re* 
lire,  not  oteeedtng  once  a  week,  with  state- 
enu  of  the  amount  of  tbe  capiul  stoek  of  tbe 
id  eorporation  and  of  the  debu  due  to  ihe 
me ;  of  tbe  moneys  deposited  therein ;  of  the 
ttee  in  circulation,  and  of  the  specie  in  baud ; 
id  shall  have  a  right  to  inspect  such  general 
Mioanu  in  the  books  of  tbe  bank  as  shall  relate 
tbe  said  statement  f  Provided,  That  this  shall 
It  be  construed  to  imply  b  rif  ht  of  iospeeuog 
e  acoonoi  of  anv  priraie  individaal  or  iadirf 
ala  witkthebMU. 


16.  No  stockholder,  nnleis  be  be  a  elUzen  of 
tbe  United  States,  shall  TOte  in  the  ehoiee  of  dU 
rectors. 

17.  No  Dote  shall  be  issued  of  less  amount 
than  fire  dollars. 

Sao.  12.  AndbeU further eaaettdt  Tluttif  the 
said  corporation,  or  any  person  or  persons,  for  or 
to  the  use  of  the  same,  shall  deal  or  trade  in  buy- 
ing or  selling  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  com- 
modities whatsoerer,  contrary  to  the  prorisions 
of  this  act,  at]  end  erery  person  and  persons  by 
whom  any  order  or  direction  for  so  dealing  or 
trading  shall  hare  been  gtren ;  and  all  and  erery 
person  and  persons  who  shall  hare  been  con- 
cerned as  parties  or  agents  therein,  shall  forfeit 
and  lose  treble  the  ralue  of  the  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandise, and  commodities  ta  which  such  dealing 
and  trade  shall  bare  been,  oae-half  thereof  to  the 
use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to 
the  use  of  tbe  United  States,  to  be  reeorered  in 
aoy  action  of  law  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sbo.  13.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  If 
the  said  corporation  shall  adrance  or  lend  any 
sum  of  money  for  the  use  or  on  aeconot  of  the 
Goremment  of  tile  United  Sutes,  to  an  amount 
exceeding  fire  hundred  thousand  dollars;  or  of 
any  particular  State,  to  an  amount  exceeding 
fifty  tboussnd  dollars  ;  or  of  any  foreign  Prince 
or  State,  (unless  preriously  authorized  thereto  by 
a  Isw  of  the  United  States,)  all  and  erery  person 
and  persons,  by  and  with  whose  order,  agree- 
ment, consent,  approbation,  and  connirance,snch 
unlawful  adrance  or  loan  shall  hare  been  made, 
upon  conriction  thereof  shall  forfeit  and  pay, for! 
erery  such  offence,  treble  the  ralue  or  amount  of 
the  sum  or  sums  which  hare  been  so  unlawfully 
adranced  or  lent;  one-fifth  thereof  to  tbe  use  of 
the  informer,  and  the  residue  thereof  to  the  use 
of  tbe  United  Suiea. 

Sbc.  14.  And  he  it  further  enacUd^  That  the 
bills  or  notes  of  the  said  corporation  originally 
made  payablej  or  which  shall  hare  become  paya- 
ble  on  demand,  shall  be  receirable  in  allMV- 
ments  to  the  United  Sutes,  ualess  otherwise  air 
rected  by  act  of  Congress. 

Sbc.  15.  Asid  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  da- 
ring the  continuance  of  this  act,  and  whencrer 
required  by  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  the 
said  corporation  shall  gire  tbe  necessary  facili- 
ties for  transferring,  the  public  funds  from  place 
to  place,  within  the  United  States,  or  tbe  Terri- 
tories thereof,  and  for  distributing  the  same  ia 
payment  of  tbe  public  creditors,  without  charging 
commissions  or  claiming  allowance  on  account 
of  difference  in  exchange,  and  shall  also  do  and 
perform  the  sereral  and  respectire  duties  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Loans  for  the  sereral  States, 
or  of  aoy  one  or  more  of  them,  whenerer  re- 
quired by  law. 

Sac.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
deposites  of  the  money  of  tbe  United  States,  ia 
places  ia  which  the  said  bank  and  bnncbcs  there- 
of may  be  esublished,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank 
or  branches  thereof  unless  the  Secieiary  of  the 
Treastuy  ahall  at  any  time  othttwise  order  and 
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direel;  In  which  cue  tb«  8eef«tarr  of  the  T>ea- 
nrj  shall  immediately  lay  before  Coi^rese^tf  n 
■euioD,  aDd  if  not,  immedialeljr  after  ihe  eom- 
meoeement  of  the  next  •easioa,  th«  rc«aon  of 
siieh  order  or  dircciioo. 

See.  17.  And  b$  U  fatHur  enukd,  That  the 
laid  corporatloo  shall  oot  at  anr  tint  nupeod  or 
refuse  payment  in  (old  -and  liirer,  aT  any  <^  Iti 
notes,  bins,  or  obGjyatioot ;  nor  of  any  mooeys 
received  opoo  deposite  in  said  bank,  or  in  any  of 
its  olEces  of  diwonnt  and  deposiic.  And  if  ike 
ttid  corporation  shall  at  any  time  refote  or  no* 
l^ect  to  pay  on  demand  any  bill,  not*  or  obliga- 
tion issued  by  the  corporation,  according  to.  the 
eontMOt,  promise,  or  undertaking  therein  ex- 
pressed ;  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  on  de- 
mand say  moneys  received  to  said  bank,  or  in 
any  of  iu  offices  aforesaid,  on  deposite,  to  the 
petson  or  persons  entitled  to  reeeiTe  tkesame, 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  titt  bolder  of  any 
such  Doie,  bill,  or  obligation,  or  the  person  or  per- 
•oas  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  saeh  moneys 
as  aforesaid,  aball  respeetlvely  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive and  recover  interest  on  the  said  bill^  note^ 
obligations,  or  moneys,  until  the  same  anall  be 
fully  paid  and  satisfied,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per 
centum  per  aanam  from  the  time  of  sack  demand 
«  aforesaid :  Provided,  That  Congress  may  at 
any  time  hereafter  enact  law*  eofoFciogand  reg- 
ulating the  recovery  of  the  amouat  of  the  notes, 
IHlls,  obttgatioDS,  or  other  debt^  of  which  pay- 
ment shall  have  been  refused  as  aforesaid,  with 
the  rate  of  interest  abovementiooed,  vesting  jo- 
rtsdiction  for  that  purpose  in  any  coopis^itner 
of  law  or  equity,  of  tu  courts  of  the  United 
fltates,  or  Territories  thereof,  or  of  the  several 
States,  as  they  may  deem  expedienu 

Bko.  18.  And  be  it  JurtKer  enacted,  That  if 
any  person  shall  fiiltefy  make,  forge  or  counter- 
feit, or  cause  or  procure  to  be  false Ir  made,  forged 
vr  eeatttei4Srited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in 
fdivly  maMfV,  fevgtng  oreomterfeiiing  any  bill 
<v  Mle  in  imitarion  of  or  purporting  to  be  a  bill 
or  Bote  iasoed  by  order  of  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  said  bank,  or  any  order  or 
check  on  the  said  bank  or  corporation,  or  any 
eashier  ihereof ;  or  shaH  Ikbely  alter,  or  caote  or 
pRveure  to  be  falsely  altered,  or  wimngty  aid  or 
assist  in  falsely  altering  any  bill  or  note  issued  by 
order  of  the  president,  directors,  and  eompany  of 
the  aafd  baol^  or  any  order  or  check  on  the  said 
bank  or  corporation,  or  any  cashier  thereof ;  or 
tball  pass,  utter  or  puUish,  or  attempt  to  pass 
Miwr  or  publish  as  trae,  any  false,  forged,  or 
voanierfeiled  bill  or  note,  parperiing  to  be  a  blH 
m  note  issued  by  order  of  the  president,  directors, 
«wi  eomiiany  of  the  said  bank,  or  any  ialae, 
/oMed,  or  eoDstcrfeiitd  order  or  check  opon  the 
■Ud  hank  or  corporation,  or  any  eaafaier  thereof, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  folsely  forged  or  conn- 
•ofeiicd  J  Off  abaH  paa^  alter  or  publish,  or  a^ 
Mmsi  to  Mia  otter  or  poblish,  as  tn%  any  fialse- 
ly  altered  bill  or  aeie  issued  by  order  of  the  pr«»- 
ideu,  direetws,  nod  ciHnpaay  of  the  said  Imk, 
•(  aay  falsely  altered  oidar  or  check  on  the  said 
Mak  or  cofpotaiica^  or  aay  ewUirtbcK*^  fcaow^ 
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ing  the  eaiM  to  be  fabaly  alter«d  with  ■inciaa 
to  defcaud  the  said  eorpontion  or  aay  other  My 
politic  or  persoa ;  or  shall  sell,  au«r  or  debeei^ 
or  cause  to  be  sold,  uttered  or  MiTCM|l,aaf 
forged  eoaalcffeit  mtetir  UU  in  Imafisca,  er 
purportiM  to  be  a  Inll  ar  acta  iaanad  by  ordertf 
the  pMBidcat  and  direetccs  of  tbeaaid  ^emk,  koow- 
iog  the  same  to  bcialae,  foMc^or  cMMterfaHdi 
every  such  aenoa  shall  be  racmad  «ad  sijSadfcd 
goit^  of  fetoay,  jmd,  betegthanMrcoaneieAbf 
due  eoarie  of  Mw,  shall  be  aeaiaoaed  to  bc«» 
priaoacd  aad  kept  io  labor  Ibr  bm  Imb  tkaa  tkMt 
ycan^aor  move  than  tea  yeaiB,.or  sfaail  bei» 
prisoned  not  cioeediog  ten  years,  mud  fiaed  atf 
exceadingBve  thcusaad  dollars:  Ptxmiied,  ThA 
BOthing  kcreio  coauiocd  abaU  be  aoaainedci 
deprive  ihe  courts  of  the  iodividttBl  fitaissC  a 
juriadietfeo  under  the  laws  of  the  Beveral  8iai^ 
over  any  oflirnee  deelnred  paoiskable  hy  this  net 
Sk.  19.  Jad  be  a  Jmriker  enoctet^  That  if 
any  person  shall  make  or  cBgrare,  tx  nwm,  sr 

Erocare  to  be  caade  or  eagraveo,  or  shait  haf«  m 
is  cBstody  or  peeeestion,  any  meiallie  plaiacB- 
Ipwred  utar  the  auMiUtBde  d  »mf  frika  tnm 
which  aay  notes  or  hills,  issoed.  the  mai 
poratioa,  shall  have  been  priniad,  wiih  tBtcaa* 
uao  sn^  j^ce,  or  4o  caosc,  or  attfler  the  wmm  « 
be  aaed  ia  foigiog  or  ooaatcrfidiiB^  mnr  of  tb* 
BOteaorbiUs  Issoea  byaaid  corpwuoM;  ormkaA 
have  ia  his  custody  or  lessessiaa,  coy  faiaok  bom 
or  notes,  bill  or  bills,  engraved  aad  priaied  after 
the  similitnde  of  any  notes  or  bilk  issoed  by  aaU 
coqxtratioi^  with  latent  to  uac  such  Uaaka,  or 
cause,  or  suSh  }be  same  to  be  used  ia  lergiM  er 
eounlerfeitiag  any  of  the  aeiea  or  bilts  lasaed  by 
the  said  eorporatioa ;  er  ahall  hare  ia  hia  ceiie^ 
or  possession,  any  paper  adapted  to  the  m^iag 
of  baikfc  notes  or  Stills,  and  siBular  to  the  paper 
upon  which  aay  Botes  or  bills  of  the  said  eoipo- 
ration  shaB  hava  been  icsaed,  with  saieBt «»  osc 
auoh  paper,-or.  caiisa,  or  anftr  the  aaaM  «•  laaaad 
in  for^g  cr  cMntcrfeilti^  any  of  BcMna  or 
bills  iasoed  hy  the  eaid  oor|poratioa,«facy  wtA 

Crson,  heisg  ihciBof  eoBrioled,  by  eoBoacaf 
shall  be  ecateooCd  ta  he  ■■piieanid,  irf 
kept  to  kati  laboi^fora  Mm  aot  anaadi^fiv 
yean,  or  ahaU  be  nBpeiaoBed  for  m.  %ttm  mi  e>- 
ceediog  five  y«ara,aMdoedt»aaMaMtauaad' 
ing  one  thooaand  doMaie. 

Sno.  aa  dad  6e  it  fiiMker  emetad^  Th«  in 
considciatioB  of  the  eBaUuin  privtlens  aad 
benefiu  conferred  by  this  act  apCB  4he  eud  hank 
the  president,  diMctors,  and  oonpaay  thscso^ 
shall  ^y  to  the  Uoitod  Skates^  out  of  the  earpfr 
rate  faads  thereci^  the  earn  of  «ae  ■iflina  «Bd 
five  huadfed  diwsaad  dollara,  ia  thcec  eyaak  yap> 
aaenu^  that  is  to  say:  fine  haadrod  ikomaMl 
dellan  at  theccp&ratioB  of  two  ycara}  five  ha» 
died  thooiand  mkia  at  the  dpirBctaa  «r  iAm 
yean ;  and  five  hnadaod  Ihotuaad  doUtta  at  ibi 
cj^irMioa  of  Jbor  ycarc  aAor  the  Mid  ba^  sfcdl 
beoiganized,  and  ctmaeBce  ite«pnaliaaaiB*> 
manner  hereiBbeiiM  pMwidcd. 

Sio.31.  dnd  be  Ufartker  ennated,  Tbctac 
other  baak  shall  be  established  bf  noy  fotwola* 
of  the  United  Stotec  during  lha  ■^^Httih  «( 
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the  norponfton  hmbr  eretted,  for  which  the 
&ith  or  the  Uoited  StUM  is  hereby  pledged : 
Provided,  CoD^reto  may  renew  existfoc  char- 
ters for  banks  m  the  District  of  Colambia,  not 
inoreMiag  the  capital  thereof,  and  may  also  es- 
tablish any  other  baak  or  banks  in  said  District, 
with  capitals  not  exceediac,  in  the  whole,  six 
millions  of  doUars,  if  they  snail  deem  it  expedi- 
Ml.  Attd,  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  the  said  corporation,  is  created,  it 
shall  be  lawful  to  use  the  eorporata  name,  style, 
-ud>  capacity,  for  the  fHirpose  of  soiu  for  the 
final  aetilement  and  U^uidatioa  the  aflairs  and 
'■ecoants  of  the  cOTportftion,  and  for  the  tale  and 
disporilion  of  tbeir  ettaie,  real,  personal,  and 
aiied  I  bat  not  for  any  otbec  parpoae,  or  in  any 
otbcT  manner  whatsoever,  bor  lor  a  period  exe«M- 
ing  two  years  after  the  apiiation  of  the  aaid 
term  <tf  incorporation. 

8bc.  22.  And  be  it further  tnacttd,  That  if  the 
subscriptions  and  paymenu  to  said  bank  shall 
not  be  made  and  completed  so  as  to  enable  the 
same  to  commence  its  operations,  or  if  the  said 
baak  shall  not  commence  iu  opentions  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  Monday  in  April  next,  then,  and  in 
that  case,  Congress  may,  at  any  time,  within 
Iwelre  months  tbereafter,  declare,  by  law,  this 
act  nail  and  void. 

Sno.  33.  Ani  be  U  Jwiiw  enaettd,  That  it 
ihall,  at  ail  timet,  be  lawful  for  a  comnriUee  of 
either  Honae  ef  Congress,  apjmatcd  for  that 
purpose,  to  inspect  the  books,  and  to  examine 
into  the  pcoeeediaga  of  the  corporation  hereby 
created,  and  to  report  whether  tne  prorisions  of 
tkis  charter  hare  been,  by  the  same,  riotaied  or 
not :  and  whenerer  any  committee,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  find  aad  report,  or  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  bare  reason  to  beliere  that  the 
charter  has  been  violated,  it  may  be  lawful  for 
Coogreea  to  direct,  or  the  President  to  order  a 
edrt/oeias  to  be  sued  out  of  the  circuit  court  of 
the  district  of  Penusylrania,  in  the  name  of  tbe 
United  States,  (which  shall  be  executed  npon  tbe 
prcatdeni  of  the  corporation  for  the  time  beiof . 
at  leaat  fifteen  days  before  the  commenoeinent  o^ 
the  mm  of  said  court,)  calling  on  the  said  corpo- 
latioo  to  showcaase.wberefore  the  charter,  here- 
by granled,  shaU  not  be  declared  forfeited;  and 
itanall  be  lawful  for  the  said  court,  upon  tbe  re- 
Mro  of  the  said  acire  /ackut,  to  examine  into  ihe 
troth  of  the  alleged  Tiolation,  and  if  sacb  viola- 
tion be  made  to  appear,  then  ta  pronounce  aad 
adjudge  that  the  said  charter  is  forfeited  and  an- 
nulled: Provided,  howver,  Every  issue  of  fact 
which  may  be  joined  between  the  United  State* 
aad  tbe  corporation  aforesaid,  shall  be  uied  by 
jury.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  afore- 
Bftid  to  require  the  j>rodnetioo  of  such  of  the 
books  of  the  corporation  as  it  may  deem  neces- 
sary for  the  ascertainment  of  tbe  controverted 
faeuj  and  the  final  judgment  of  the  coutt  afore- 
nid*8baU  be  examinable  in  the  Supicme  Court 
of  the  United  Sutes,  by  writ  of  error^  and  may 
be  there  reversed  or  amrmed,  according  to  the 
naagas  of  law. 

Approve^  April  10, 1816. 
14tb  CoH.  l8t  S»s«— fi8 


Ad  Aet  tnakinf  appropriations  for  the  sumort  of 
Oovemment,  for  the  year  one  thoosaad  «i^t  boo* 
dred  sod  sixteen. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc.  That,  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  civil  list  in  the  present  year,  including  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  departments 
and  offices ;  for  tbe  compensation  of  tne  several 
loan  officers  aad  their  clerks,  and  for  books  and 
stationery  for  the  same ;  for  tbe  payment  of  an- 
nuities and  grants;  for  the  support  of  the  Mint 
fiiatablishment ;  for  the  expenses  of  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations ;  for  the  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers;  for  sur- 
veying tbe  coast  of  the  United  States;  for  mak- 
ing the  Cumberland  road;  for  ascntainiog  the 
titles  to  lands  in  Louisiana;  for  providing certifr 
cates  of  registry  and  lists  of  crews ;  and  for  sat- 
iafying  certain  miscellaneous  claims,  tbe  follow- 
ing sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  respect 
iv3y  appropriated,  that  is  to  say  : 

For  compensation  granted  bylaw  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiivea. 
their  officers,  and  attendants,  five  hundred  anq 
ninety-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  the  deduction  to  be  made  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  members  or  del^ates  for  any  part 
of  the  preteot  session,  shall  be  in  the  proportitu 
which  jhe  days  of  their  absence  respectively 
bear  to  the  whole  number  of  the  days  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

Fut  the  expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  forty-seven  thousand  dolhirs. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
iocludiog  tbe  librarian's  allowance  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod  sixteen,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  eompensaiioQ  to  the  President  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  rent  and  repairs  of  tbe  tenement  occupied 
by  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  since  Aa- 

Sist,  one  thousand  eight  bundred  and  fourteen, 
ree  thousand  five  bundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
For  compensation  to  tbe  Secretary  of  State, 
Ave  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Department  of  Slate,  being  the  sum  appro- 
priated for  tbe  service  of  tbe  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  eleven  thouaand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dotlara  and  fifty  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
Department  and  in  the  Patent  Offie^  six  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  said  Department,  including  the  expense  of 
priuting  and  distributing  ten  thousand  four  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  taws  of  the  first  session  of  the 
Fourteenth  Congres.i,  and  printing  the  laws  in 
newspapers,  sixteen  thousand  nlae  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  .clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  being 
the  sum  appropriated  for  tbe  service  of  tbe  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  tea  thon- 
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nod  feor  hundred  >Dd  tbirtf^ihice  doUan  and 
tweoty-ciglit  eenti. 

For  eompfDiatioB  to  the  messengrr  lad  assisi- 
ut  mtBseagei  ia  tbe  office  of  the  8«crelary  or 
the  Treasarjr,  sereQ  huodred  and  ten  dollars.' 

For  ezpeoM  of  traDstating  forefga  langaages, 
aHowaoce  to  ifae  pertoo  emplof ed  io  traosmit- 
tioff  passports  and  tea  letters,  and  for  slationerf 
ana  priotiog  in  the  office  of  the  Seereisrir  of  the 
Treasury,  ooe  thoinaod  ooe  hundred  dollars. 

For  defrayiag  tbe  expenses  of  itsuios  Treas- 
o^'Dotcs,  a  sam  not  exceeding  thirty  toousaod 

For  staling  and  printing  the  iraUic  aeeonnt& 
br  the  yean  one  thousaad  eight  hnndred  ana 
flrtcen,  and  one  thonsand  eight  nondred  and  $ix' 
teen,  two  tfaoasaad  foor  hnndred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  eompeosation  to  tbe  clerks  employed  in  the 
office  of  tbe  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  being 
the  sum  appropciated  for  the  service  of  tbe  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  thirteen! 
ihounnd  three  nuadred  and  sizteca  dollars  and 
five  cents. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  messenger  in  said 
(dBce,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  addiiiooal  clerks  tn  be 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  ibe 
Treasury,  two  ihonsand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stalionery,  printing,  and  con- 
tingent expenses  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compeasation  to  tbe  Auditor  of  the  Trea< 
sory,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  io  the 
Auditor's  office,  being  the  sum  appropriated  for 
tbe  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  ten  thousand  ooe  liundred  and 
thirty-two  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents,  and  tbe 
further  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Andilor,  four  thoa- 
land  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  con- 
tingent expenses  in  the  Auditor's  ^ee,  eigbt 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasnrer,  three  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  eompeosatioQ  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
tbe  Treasurer's  office,  being  tbe  sum  appropria- 
ted for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
bimdred  and  fifteen,  fonr  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty  dollars  and  four  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 
.  For  compensation  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  the  Treasurer's  office,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and  con- 
tingent expenses  in  tbe  Treasurer's  office,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  tbe 
Qeneial  Land  Office^  ihrae  thoimnd  dollan. 


For  compensation  to  the  cleifa  aiftofed  ia 
tbe  office  of  the  Coaaatissioaer  of  tfaa  Cmm\ 
Land  Offiee,  ten  thousaod  two  himdfcd  aafi  fifty 
dollars. 

For  eompeasatioa  to  tbe  mtmnga  m  mi 
cAcei'fonr  huodred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  stationery,  priatiag,aad  coptiagm exmm- 
ses  ia  tbe  Oeneral  Land  Office,  ipclatog  vaUaa 
for  land  patent^  three  thowaiHl  — tc«  haaiwJ 
dollaiB. 

For  arfears  sf  ewDpeosattMi  d«e  to  the  cUif 
clerk  in  the  office  of  toe  said  CofBroimeoc^  them 
handvad  and  twetve  dollm  and  fiftj  mam. 

For  eompeasaiiOB  to  tbe  Coannauaioocr  of  jht 
BercvMi  thiea  ihoaaaad  d<rflai«. 

-For  eompenaatioa  to  tlie  cletks  eMplofidta 
the  Met  of  the  CommiesioMr  of  Beeean 
being  tbe  sum  appropriated  for  the  aerrie*  of  da 
year  one  thonsand  eight  fauiidt«d«Bd  A6eaa,aim 
thousand  dollan. 

For  oompeosation  to  tbe  meonoagcr  ia  said 
office,  four  bundiH  and  tea  didlara. 

For  statiooery,  printing,  and  eoatiageni  eai- 
penses,  ioeluding  the  paper,  prtstiisg  mad  stamp- 
ing <^  licences,  io  tbe  omoe  of  aaid  CowaisMoaer, 
three  thousand  two  hundred  doUarm. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  ibe  Treas- 
ury, two-thousand  foor  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  elevks  empfoywd  ia 
the  offiee  of  the  Raster  of  tbe  Treasnry,  bong 
Ibe  sum  apprepriated  for  tbe  serriea  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  faandred  and  fifteen,  wnoea 
ihoueand  twe  hnndred  and  larenty-oght  dolhw 
and  thirty-two  cents. 

For  compeosatloB  to  lh«  mesaengar  ia  aaid 
office,  four  hundred  and  tea  dellara. 

For  compensation  to  eddiiioaal  cterkx  to  be 
employed  in  the  ofltec  of  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  eight  hundred  dollera. 

Fot  expense  of  stationery,  iaeladiag  baofaibr 
the  public  slocks,  printing  ibe  pubw  aacoaai^ 
end  other  eoDiiogent  expenses  of  th*  Rtgiiiw'i 
office,  two  thoasand  eight  hnadeed  aod  atealy 
dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  oontinrent  e«peaaee  of  Ac 
Treasnry  Department,  tnclaoing  real  of  the  hayd- 
ings  now  occupied  by  tbe  departoiMt,  expeaaesf 
removing  the  records  during  tbe  late  war,  tarn- 
porting  tbe  aama  to  the  baildiofjprepari^for 
tbem,  coat  of  fttraiian  for  the  oflCees,  eases  fm 
the  fire  proof,  and  ennpeosatlon  to  a  avaana- 
leadent  and  two  watehoien  employed  Ibriaeat- 
curity  of  the  Treasury  baildiags,  finaui  thaamad 
dollars. 

For  ihe  purchase  of  books,  ma]n,  aad  ckuli^ 
for  Ihe  Treasnry  Departocoi,  one  ihoanad  dsl- 

lars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  Secretary  to  Ae 
Commissioncn  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  bar 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  cost  of  relluqi  for  patents  for  -miliafT 
bounty  lands,  prinling  them,  and  record  Wsb 
and  wheels  for  military  bounty  lottery,  ia  tbe 
office  of  the  Commissioaer  of  tbe  Qeneral  hmi 
Office^  seventeen  thousand  three  hundred  dsUu*- 

For  eompenaatioa  to  two  elerfa  l»  ba 
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toyed  Id  lb*  Mid  oflBee,  lo  write  and  record  the 
Kleat^  seTeDieen  hundred  dollns. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  W^r, 
tar  tbousaod  fire  baodred  dollars. 

For  conpeDsittOD  to  the  clerkt  employed  in 
le  offiee  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  being  the  sum 
vpropriated  for  the  serriee  of  the  year  one 
lousaod  eigbt  hoadred  and  Sfleeii,  fifteen  tluto- 
ioi  two  baodred  aad  thirty  dollars. 

For  eoDpeosatioo  to  the  metaenser  and  hb 
oistanu  in  Mid  offiee,  seren  hnodced  and  tea 
>liars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  sutiooery,  printioff,  and 
her  contiDgcnt  tfxpentes  in  the  ofiioe  of  the 
ecretary  of  War^  three  tboasaad  dollar^. 
'For  oonpenution  to  the  AeeottDiaDt  of  the 
Tar  Department,  two  thousand  dollars. 
For  eompensatiou  to  the  clerics  employed  in 
e  office  of  the  Aecoaotant  of  the  War  uepart- 
ent,  being  the  satn  appropriated  for  the  service 
'  the  year  one  thooaand  eight  fanndradand  fif- 
en,  fourteen  thousand  seren  huodced  aad  sot- 
itr-five  dollars. 

For  eoropeoatioD  to  the  messenger  in  said 

ice,/oar  faoodred  and  ten  dollan. 

For  eompensatioD  for  additiooal  clerka,  to  be 

1  ployed  in  the  the  office  of  the  Accountant  of 

e  War  Dqiarcntent,  six  thousand  five  hondred 

liars. 

For  expense  of  foel,  ststiouery,  priotiDg,  aad 
ler  cooiiogeai  expensed  in  said  office,  two  tboD- 
)d  dollars. 

Vol  <ompensailon  to  the  Paytnaster  of  the 
my,  two  tbousaod  dollars. 
For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  ia 
i  Paymaslar^  office^  being  the  sum  appiopri- 
td  for  the  aetTiee  of  the  year  one  thousand 
[he  haadred  and  fifkeea,  thirteen' thousand  three 
ndred  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  of  fifteen  per  cent, 
the  citika  employed  in  said  ot&ott  on  the  sum 
reinbelbro  appropriated,  oae  thousand  nine  hoa- 
•d  and  ninety-fire  deUars. 
For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
ice.  fonr  huodred  and  ten  dollars. 
For  expense  of  fuel,  siationarr,  pritHiag^and 
in-  cootmgent  expenses  of  the  ofiee  of  the  Pay- 
ister,  two  tbousaod  dollars. 
For  compensation  to  the  Superintcndeot  Oeae- 
of  Adiliucy  Sopplies,  three  iboosand  dollars. 
For  eomprasation  lo  the  clerks  employed  in; 
•  offiee  of  the  Bnperinteodent  Qcneral  of  Mili- 
y  Supplies,  being  the  sum  appropriated  for  the 
rice  i»  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
i  fifteen,  seren  thoasand  doUara. 
9oT  compeDsation  lo  the  raestenger  in  said 
ee,  four  hundred  and  tan  dollara. 
^or  expeoacs  of  fuel,  stationery,  priniiog,  and 
ler  contingent  expenses  in  the  offiee  of  the 
perintendent  General  of  Military  Su|^ies,aix 
ndred  dollars. 

?or  oompensation  to  the  Commissary  General 
Purchases,  three  thonsaad  dollars. 
7ur  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
t  offiee  of  the  Mid  CommisMry,  being  the  sun 
HOpriniedlbrihe  aarriao  of  tlw  yav  owthoo- 


wnd  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  two  thoound 
«^t  hundred  dollars. 

For  eontingent  expenses  in  the  Mtd  office  of 
CommisMryGeoeral  of  Purcbaies,  nine  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars. 

For  GompeDsation  to  the  clerks  in  the  A^u- 
tant  and  Inspector  Qeneral*a  office,  one  thouMnd 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  dkoNarfi 
fonr  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  coropeosaiioo  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Mary,  being  the 
sum  appropriated  for  tbe  serrice  of  the  year  one 
.thousand  eight  buodred  and  fifteen,  seren  thou- 
sand two  buodred  and  thirty-fire  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  mestfeager  in  ^id 
office,  four  hundred  and  tea  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  statiooery.  printing,  and 
other  eontingent  expenm  in  Mtd  office  twn 
thouMud  fire  hundred  dollan. 

For  compenMtioa  to  tbe  Accoiintant  of  thp 
Nary,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  lo  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  cffice  of  the  Accoununt  of  the  Narr,  luiiig 
the  sum  appropriated  for  the  serrice  of  iqe  year 
one  thousapd  eight  huodred  and  fifteen,  tprelra 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compeasation  to  the  messenger  in  ooid 
offiee,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  eompeowtipn  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  the  office  of  said  Accountant,  two 
thouMod  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  cootingcot  expenses  of  tl)e  offiee  of  said 
Accountant,  one  thouMnd  (wo  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compeoMtion  of  the  Commissioqera  of  the 
Navy  Board,  tea  thpusoad  fire  hundred  dollaia. 

For  compeoMtion  to  the  Seeretary  of  theNarf 
Board,  two  thoOMod  d<dlan. 

For  compeosation  of  the  clerks  employed  is 
the  office  of  the  Navy  Board,  including  the  sum 
of  two  If  undced  and  fifty  dollars 'for  (he  serriee  of 
tbe  preceding  year,  two  thonsaad  fire  hnadrad 
dollars. 

For  compeaMtion  of  the  meamiger,  inclqding 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  seren  dollars  ain 
fifty  cents  for  tbe  service  of  tbe  preceding  year, 
seren  hundred  and  Mrenteen  dollan  fifty  cents. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  (he  Nary 
Board,  ineludiog  the  sum  of  one  (hoiuand  fire 
hundred  dollars  for  the  serriee  of  Uie  preceding 
year,  four  thouMud  dollars. 

Pot  eompeuMtion  to  the  Poatmaster  Oeneral, 
three  tbooMnd  ddlan. 

For  eompenMtion  to  the  Assistant  Peatnwsinr 
Chneral,  one  thomand  seren  haadred  dollaia. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Anistant 
Postmaster  General,,  one  thonsand  nx  hnadnd 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  General  Post  Office,  being  tbe  amount  appro- 
pristed  for  the  serriee  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  buodred  and  fifteen,  fifteen  thooaand  one 
hundred  dollars. 

For  eompensatiou  to  additional  eletk^  fow 
thoasand  two  hnndnd  and  fin  doUan. 
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For  dcfieiencf  in  approprUtioii  for  elerk  hire 
for  th«  yeir  one  thonnnd  eigbt  huDdred  and  fif- 
tceo,  Dine  hundred  aod  (birijr-firo  dollars. 

For  eotnpeiuatioD  to  the  meBBCDger  mad  tMitt- 
ftot  mesfeo^er,  six  bondred  tod  aixtv  dollar*. 

For  eontiageot  ezpeates  of  the  QeDeral  Post 
Office,  three  tboasand  aiz  haodrcd  dollart. 

For  compcDsation  to  the  wrertl CommtMioners 
of  Loaat,  aad  for  allowaoee  to  certais  Commis- 
lionen  of  Loans  ia  Heo  of  clerk  hire,  fourteen 
thonsand  Hre  haodred  and  ftftf  dollars. 

For  eompeosatioo  to  the  clerks  of  sBodrr  Com- 
missiooers  of  Loans,  and  to  defray  the  aathorized 
expenses  of  the  several  loan  officers,  thirteen 
thoosand  seven  hoodreddoljars. 

For  coatpensatioD  to  the  SnrreyOr  General 
and  bis  clerks,  four  thousand  one  bniutred  dollars. 

For  compensation  lo  the  Sorvejror  of  lands 
aonth  of  TennesMe,  and  bis  clerks^  and  for  the 
eontiiiffent  expenses  of  his  office,  three  tboasand 
two  hnndred  dollars. 

For  com^nsation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  Hint,  nine  thousand,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  to  persons  emplojred  in  the  different 
operations  of  the  Mint,  including  the  sum  of  six 
hondred  dollars  allowed  to  an  assistant  engraver, 
fire  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  fumaces,  cost  of  iron  and  na- 
chinerj,  renta,  and  other  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Mint,  two  tbooaand  four  hundred  and  oightf 
dollars. 

For  allowance  for  wastage  in  the  gold  and  sil* 
ver  coinage,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
.  For  the  purebase  of  copper  to  eoln  into  cents, 
fifteen  thonsaod  dollars. 

For  eompenaation  to  the  Goveruor,  Judges, 
and  Seeretarr  of  the  Indiana  Territorr,  nx  thoU' 
aand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  siationerf,  office  rent,  and  other  contin- 
gent expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  haodred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  nine  inou- 
sand  dolfars. 

For  sutioaery,  office  rent,  and  ether  contin- 
gent expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Beeretarv  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  seven  tnou- 
Md  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
expetues  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.  " 

For  eompensation  to  the  Governor.  Judges,  and 
Beeretarr  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand BIX  bondred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thousand 
•Ix  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  of  said  Temtory,  three  hundred  and 
■fly  dollars. 

.  For  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  by  print- 


ing the  laws  of  said  Territory,  ma  thiHBlw 
hundred  and  seventy-six  dolurs  ani  tvMfiK 
cents. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  denaaditiuMAt 
United  Sutes  on  account  of  the  civil  iiefutm^ 
not  otherwise  provided  for  as  skill  Ian  kn 
admitted  in  due  course  of  set tl rant,  u  tk 
Treasury,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  granted  by  tawtotbeCUef 
JoGtiee,  the  Associate  Jndges,  and  EHithrtJtlp 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  Ckicfluw 
and  Associate  Jndges  of  the  Diitricl  of  ColiakiL 
sixMr  thousand  doTlars. 

For  compensation  to  the  AttoraeyGcooiItf 
the  United  Sutea,  three  tbousand  dollan. 

For  the  compensation  of  suadrr  DinriR&t- 
tomeys  and  Blarahals,  as  graaieo  bf  hv,  ii- 
cludiog  thcee  in  the  several  Teniisria^  «*> 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  doMin. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  tk*  Upm 
Circuit,  and  District  Couru  of  the  DstKriSn'Oi 
including  the  District  of  Colambia,isJd'jimt 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  fnadi  sdsiifn* 
fines,  penalties,  an4  forfeitures,  and  for  delnfii[ 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  oftaen^ti"' 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  saftbW'' 
prisoners,  forty  thousand  dollars.  , 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pcnMsi  r>Dia 
by  the  laie  Government,  eight  biDdndisdiix? 
dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  sBBuliUewiKca 
the  iarslid  pensioQcrs  of  the  tJoitei  Sl*t(^  * 
hundred  and  twenty  thontaad  doUam  , 

For  making  the  road  from  Cambcrlud,  u  » 
State  of  Maryland,  to  the  8uteorObM<« 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  rcyitl •■>•''" 
food  rcaerved  for  laying  out  and  Mkiif"""'' 
the  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  lbs  ■•"^.'^ 
tion  of  an  act,  passed  on  the  thirtidtn  ^jn 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod  (f^ 
"An  act  to  enaUe  the  people  of  th«««»;|r; 
sion  of  the  territorjr  northwest  of  tbttffo^j 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State |OvatB'*V'* 
for  the  admission  of  such  Slate  ■■UO 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origiaal  Snt^*" 
for  other  purpoaes."^  , 

For  the  mainteaaoce  and  "Pp^rt"^ 
houses^  beacons,  buoys,  and  pobuc  P*^rJ 
ages  of  obaanels,  bars,  and  shoali.  i^jL. 
parehase  and  transporution  of  oil,  ''^Jz^ 
ries,  repairs  and  im|vorcmeBl%  aa< 
expenses,  ninety-seven  thousand  foar 
sixty-four  dollars. 


To  replneo  the  amonnt  heieiofore  >ff[^ 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  ■urvefisri^*^ 
of  the  United  States,  which  wu^J^^ 
surplus  fund  on  the  thirtyfint  of 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  foarteeB,l««"2jj^ 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twesif 
fifty-seven  cents.  . 

For  defraying  the  expense  of 
adjusting  land  titles  in  Louisuuia,  a*'  '"^ 
dollars.  tki 
For  defraying  the  expense  of  ■O'^Qi^ 

GibUe  lends  within  the  several  TenitMi«« 
nited  Sute^  inelnding  the  cxpnM  « 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


ISS3 


18S4 


PubUc  AeU  qf  Qmgrett. 


f  printe  elftim*  id  LooUiana ;  for  aseertaiDiDg 
h*  boaadariea  of  the  Bute  of  Ohio ;  of  wirrey- 
Dj^  tbe  lowaabip  lioes  in  the  Crtek  parchuc,  and 
iTtlie  aalariet  of  two  prineipal  depalin  in  tbe 
Itato  of  Loaiaiaaa,  one  baodrcd  and  lixlf -tbree 
boDtaad  foor  baadred  doUari. 

For  defra^iag  tbe  expense  of  priotiog  eertift- 
aies  of  KgiBtry  and  other  documeoto  for  reiseU, 
[re  tbouaaDd  wTeD  bondred  sod  fifty  dollarB. 

For  tbe  dtscbarxe  of  tach  miMellaaeoiu  claitos 
igatnsi  the  United  Stales,  not  otherwise  prorided 
br,  as  shall  hark  beea  admitted  In  doe  coarse  of 
ettlemant  at  the  Treasury,  four  thonsud  dollars. 

For  tbe  sabrias,  aUowaneet,  and  eontinfeDt 
expenses  of  Ministers  to  fbceicn  nations,  and 
ecretaries  of  legation,  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
houssnd  dollars. 

For  the  eontiogeot  expenses  of  intercourse  be- 
woen  the  iJoiied  States  and  foreign  nations,  fifty 
iMoannd  ddlars. 

For  the  expenses  necessary  ddriog  the  present 
rear  for  carrying  into  effirat  tbe  fourth,  sixth,  and 
vventh  artieles  of  tbe  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded 
vith  His  Britannic  Majesty  at  Ghent,  on  the 
wenly<foDrth  Deeember,  one  thonsind  eight  han- 
Ired  and  fourteen,  iocludiog  the  compensation  of 
be  Commissioners  appoiDtea  under  those  articles, 
wentjr-tbrce  thonsana  three  houdred  and  thirty- 
wodoUars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  of  claims  on  ae- 
ouni  of  eapiores  at  London,  Paris,  and  Copen- 
aaenySt  two  thousand  d<dlars  each,  six  tbousand 
ollars. 

For  replacin|;  the  sum  of  twenty-fire  thousand 
lollars,  heretofore  appropriated  and  carried  to  the 
orpins  food  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  buu- 
ired  and  fifteen,  for  objects  in  relation  to  the  in- 
srcoorse  with  the  Barbary  States,  twenty-fire 
housand  dollars. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
ion  of  last  year  for  the  intercourse  with  foreign 
laiioas,  arising  from  the  difference  in  the  ex- 
:h8oge  in  transmitting  the  money  to  Europe,  and 
n  the  drafts  of  Ministers  and  agents  there  upon 
Mokers,  and  to  meet  similar  expenses  the  present 
rear,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

To  replace  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dolIarL 
wing  part  of  an  appropriation  of  fife  tbousana 
lollars,  appropriated  by  an  act  of  tbe  (bird  of 
Uarch,  one  tbousand  eight  hundred  and  eleren, 
JO  discharge  claims  on  account  of  depredations 
»mmitted  by  the  Osage  Indians,  and  since  car- 
ried to  the  surplus  fund,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  tbe  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 
}&ry  Powers,  forty-serea  thoosaod  dollars. 

For  the  relief  of  distressed  Amerfcaa  seamen 
'or  the  present  year,  and  to  make  good  a  defici- 
iuey  in  the  preceding  year,  fifty  thoosaod  dollars. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That  tbe 
lereral  appropriations  hereinbefore  oiade,  shall  be 
nid  and  dischaiged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  hon- 
ored thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  tbe  act  makiog 
[wovision  for  the  debt  ttf  the  United  States,  and 
>ui  of  any  mooeya  in  the  Traaaury  not  otbtrwise 
ippropriaicdJ' 

Apprond,  April  16, 1810. 


An  Act  providhiK  far  tbe  settlement  of  eertaia  ao- 
counts  Sffsuist  the  Library  of  Congnss,  for  exlaod- 
ing  the  privileges  of  usmg  the  Im^  ther^Bt  mt^ 
for  esubuahing  the  sslary  of  tbe  labrsriao. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  oe,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized and  required  to  investigate  and  settle  tbe  ac- 
counts against  tbe  Library  of  Congress,  exhibited 
by  Oeorge  Watersloo,  Daniel  Rapine,  and  Wil- 
liam Elliott ;  and  tbe  amount  thereof^  which 
shall  be  deemed  eqoitaUe,  shall  be  paid  ont  of 
any  moneys  in  tbe  Treasory  not  otherwise  ap> 
prwriated. 

Sio.S.  Andbeit Jwiher  ena^ed.  That  theia 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  Librarian,  for  attending 
said  Library,  an  annual  salary  of  one  thousand 
dollars^  payaole  quarterly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  commence  aod  take  effect  from 
and  after  the  twenty-first  day  of  March,  one  thoa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Sic.  3.  Andbe it Juiiher enacted.  That  the  prir- 
ilege  of  using  the  books  in  the  Library  shall  be 
extended  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  and  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps, 
on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  it  is  enjoyed 
by  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 

Approved,  April  10, 1816. 

Aa  Act  sapplemsntsiy  to  an  act,  entitled  *'Aji  aek  to 
inoorporatft  a  oomMny  for .  making  certain  tarapika 
roods  within  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Beit  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  company  for  mak- 
iog certain  turnpike  roails  in  tbe  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, established  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten,  be  authorized  and  en^wendto 
open  and  make  a  turnpike  road,  at  chair  owa  ride 
and  expense  from  the  Sastern  BrandL  bridgCf  to 
meat  a  road  to  be  opeaed  and  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  from  Bdwud 
H.  Calvert's  mill,  in  Prince  George's  eouBty,  U> 
the  line  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sbc.S.  And  be  it Jitrther  enacted,  That  the  aaid 
company  may  demand  and  receive  tbe  same  toUa 
as  are  ulowed  for  a  like  distance  by  the  act  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement,  and  shall  poesess  and 
enjoy  tbe  same  ri^hu  and  privileges,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  limitations,  pains,  and  penalties 
as  are  prescribed,  enjoined,  aad  directed  by  tiM 
aforesaid  act,  and  an  act  in  addition  thereto,  passed 
on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  oae  thoqsaad 
eight  hvodied  and  ten. 

Approved,  April  16, 1610. 

An  Act  oonfinoing  to  tbs  Narigation  Gompaay  of 
New  Orleans  tbs  use  and  pessassfon  of  •  lot  ia  Oa 
said  fii^. 

Be  it  enaaed,fc.,  That  all  the  right  and  claim 
of  the  United  Smies  to  the  title,  posaeaaion,  and 
oceopaoey  of  a  lot  of  ground  of  three  hundred  faet 
front  on  Rampart  street^  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, by  six  hnikdred  feet  in  depth,  oo  a  line  with 
Su  Peur  straetfOn  which  was  erected  the  Amer 
hospiul  of  charity  in  the  said  citj;  be,  aad  the 
aame  is  hetaby,  veatad  in  the  Nangaiiott 
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this  act  contained  sbill  affect  the  diin  ofcltiats  of 
IDT  iodifidinlor  iDdtridinls,if  ftnyadtili'tliefebe. 
Approved,  ApHt  1816. 

Ab  Act  ftirthn  «Kt«idbg  the  tine  fer  timiBf  vaA 
lontfaif  aOttt^  lud  wwnntt,  and  ftr  otber  par- 

Be  it  enacted,  ^  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  a«tboriscd  to  woe  mititarT  laod  warrants  lo 
sneh  pcnooa  as  bare  or  shall,  before  (be  firat  day 
of  March,  one  thoosand  eigbt  bandred  and  eigb- 
teeD,  prodqee  to  bim  tatistaei(Hry  crideDcc  of  Uie 
Talidiiy  of  their  claims}  wbieb  warraots.  with 
doee  bereioTore  issued,  and  not  yet  satisfied,  shall 
aad  may  be  located  in  the  name  of  the  holders  or 
weprietors  thereof,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  eighteen, 
on  any  nnlocated  paru  of  tbe  fifty  qoarter  town- 
abipi|,  ud  tbe  fiactiooal  quarter  townsblpL  re- 
•ervcd  by  law  for  original  boldtfrs  of  miDtanr  wnd 
vtmuts.  And  patents  shall  be  granted  for  tbe 
knd  located  under  tbia  tot,  in  the  same  manner 
•a  u  diiceted  by  former  Acta  for  granting  military 
landa. 

8I0.S.  And  be  Ufioiher  enoefed,  That,  at  tbe 
expiration  of  tbe  term  limited  by  tbia  act.  for  tbe 
Iqcalioii  of  tbe  military  land  warrants  aforesaid, 
itshillt  be  the  duty  of  tbe  Commissioner  of  tbe 
General  Lind  Office  to  transmit  16  tbe  Surreyor 
General  a  list  of  alt  tbe  lots  of  land  Within  tbe  flity 
quarter  townships  and  factional  quarter  to#D- 
sblps,  which  <hall  at  that  lime  remsin  nnlocated ; 
«na  the  SnrreyorQeneral  shall  prenareaod  trans- 
mit to  the  registers  of  tbe  land  office  at  Chil|eo- 
tbe  and  Zaoesrille,  respectiretfr,  general  plats  of 
tbe  aforesaid  dalocated  lots,  whteb  lots  shall,  after 
the  first  day  of  March,  one  ibonsand  eight  hnn- 
dred and  niDete^n,  be  offered  for  ale  at  the  land 
offices  hi  tbe  districts  in  which  they  are  situated, 
ill  tbe  aame  manner,  on  the  samie  terms  and  con- 
dliion%  in  erery  respect,  as  otber  public  lands  are 
Attred  at  prlrate  sale,  in  the  same  districts. 

Apprared,  April  16^  1816. 

An  Act  to  ibcnase  the  penaon  of  William  Monday. 
,  Bt  it  enacted,  fc,  That  there  be,  and  hereby 
is,  granted  to  William  Monday,  of  (he  citv  of 
^uimore,  who  lost  both  his  arms  in'  an  nttaek  on 
the  cacmyat  St.  Leonard's  cteek,on  tbe  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thouaand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen^  in  lien  of  the  pension  to 
which  be  is  now  entuied  by  taw,  a  pension  of 
twenty  dollars  per  month,  to  be  piaid  out  of  the 
BaVy  pension  fund. 
ApproTcd,  Apnl  16, 1816. 

A»  Act  antfwttdnf  tbe  sale  of  a  lot  of  gmmd,  belonf- 
i»t  to  Um  Unhad  Iftataa,  ritnated  in  the  town  of 
Koeit^  and  Slate  oTTenneawe 

Be  it  maeted,  f  e.,  That  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  lo 
cause  to  b^  sold,  at  public  sale,  a  lot  of  ground 
beloofing  to  the  United  Sutet,  iitmtcd  u  the 


town  of  KnoxTille  and  SiAte  of  Tenptswe,  \tn 
days'  notice  being  first  given  in  the  KaexiHe 
Qiiette,  of  ibe  time  and  place  of  sal«. 

8eo.8.  AHibeitJurikeretttietedt  Tbat,oaibc 
reoeipt  of  tbe  money  arising  frocn  saiif  a(e,  the 
President  of  the  United  Smteriii  hereby  aeibor* 
tied  to  make  or  cause  to  be-  made  ■  title  or  liiln 
to  tbe  purchaser  or  porebaserv  of  mk\A  let 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 

An  Actibr  the  leHef  of  eeztun  daimaata  tohaiia 
the  district  of  VinoBBiies. 

Beit  enacttd,^,  ThAt  tb«  arreml  petsns 
whose  claims  were  confirmed  by  tfae  net  of  Coa* 
gross,  entitled  "An  aCt  coDfirmiay  certain  cisiais 
to  land  in  the  district  of  VtoceBDea,  aod  for  aihcr 
purposes."  approved  tbe  third  day  of  ISareh,  oat 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sCTen;  itodtbeac^ 
entiiled  ''An  act  confirming  cercain  daiaaaiolaad 
in  the  district  of  Viaeeones,"  approT«d  ibe  Uiri^ 
tcentb  day  of  February,  one  thoaaud  cigM  han- 
dred  and  thirteen,  which  haTing  been  Iscaici 
eannot  be  aulrveyed  agteCCUy  lo  law,  orwUeh 
tusviog  been  located  Mve,  in  ih«  opioioa  af  the 
rCgiatcr  of  the  land  office,  far  lha  aald  district 
been  removed  by  tbe  sorvi^s  of  paior  loeatiott^ 
from  tbe  spot  intended  to  be  oeeapicd^aia  bflvby 
aniborized  to  enter  their  locntton*  wicb  tbcn^ 
ister  of  tbe  land  office  at  Vineeones,  on  any  pftrt 
of  tbe  tract  set  apart  for  that  porpose  in  ibe  antd 
district,  by  virtue  of  tbe  aet,  entitled  *^An  act  re- 
specting claims  lo  lands  in  the  Indiana  TerriUHf 
and  Slate  of  Ohio,"  and  in  coaforouty  la  tha  pi^ 
visions  of  this  act. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 

An  Aet  to  ant&orize  the  President  of  itHi  Uoifed  Statsa 
to  alter  the  road  laid  ont  from  the  foot  ot  tbe  rnadi 
of  the  river  Miami  of  Lake  Brie  to  tbe  weMem  bb* 
of  tfM  OonndcticDt  reserve. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  is  hereby,  Boiborixtd  to 
cause  to  be  made,  in  such  maoaer  as  be  may 
deem  most  proper,  an  alteriiioo  in  the  road  Ian 
out  under  authority  of  «a  aet,  entitled  ''An  actio 
authorize  the  ^orveyiag  and  makiog  of  certata 
roads  in  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by 
the  treaty  of  Browoatown,  in  the  Territory  of 
M  ichigan,"  ato  that  tbe  said  road  may  pass  tbroogh 
the  Uniied  Staite'  reservation  at  Lower  8aa- 
dusky,  or  north  thereof,  not  exeeedinsihrce  mt/cs. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  HJurthiT  eimaed^hnx  the  ac- 
cessary expenses  which  shall  be  inearred  ia  alter- 
ing the  said  road  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys 
appropriated  for  tbe  surveying  of  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 

An  Aet  la  authorise  tbe  Lagislatnra  of  tbe  Slaletf 
Ohio  to  sail  a  certain  tract  of  land,  leeneed  tat  IW 
use  of  that  Bute. 

Beit  enacted,  fc,  That  tbe  Legislature  of  ibe 
State  of  Ohio  shall  be,  and  tbey  are  hereby,  aa- 
ihorized  and  empowered  to  cause  to  be  atltcied 


Digitized  by 


law  APCTBPEL  ym 

Public  Ada  qf  CongreMt. 


ftDd-Mld,.ia  mth  nuMatr  »d  »iieb  lermsaad 
ooodiuoas  u  ihcy  maf  bjt  law  direet,  aDf  one 
aceliott  sot  excieding  tbe  qiwMitf  of  six  hiudred 
«nd  fsrty  aores  of  ibe  tnet  of  land  of  six  milei 
s^Wj  rewrrvd  for  ibe  benefit  of  tiui- Siaiey  al 
tte  Seuio  nil  aprioo :  branded,  That  the  lec- 
tioD  ao  aeleelad  sbalT  not  iaclude  the  said  salt 
apriaga,  aod  that  the  moaar  arisiag ftctn  the  aale 
^  III*  aforaaid  Nctton  abaU  be  applied  to  the 
•no«io«  of  a  eowt-houee^  ar  other  paUie  buiM- 
ing^  thtnoa,  for  the  uaa  of  the  eooaty  of  Jiacli- 
aoiL  IB  ttid  State;  and  whenever  the  ■cleeueo 
wd  asle  af  the  said  aeetioo  of  load  sbalt  hav« 
battt  made)  a»d  the  eaioK  ahall  be  duljr  ocrtified 
to  lh«  Comsi'uHOMr  of  the  Qeaeral  Lend  Office^ 
a  pBlont  shall  be  granted  by  the  Prasideot  of  tbe 
Uoifed  SiiMM,  for  the  said  seelioo.  in  uast  to 
aa<^  pcaaoa  or  peraans  aa  the  L^islaiure  of  the 
Bote  shaU  hoTe  appoioicd  awl  auhorized  tftaell 
•ad  exeemo  ttttea  to  the  pav^aaeis  of  the  taad 
sAwflsaid* 
Mfpmt,  AprU  H»  Iflbk 


Aa  Aflt  DHkittf  flmber  pmvislsa  fikr  nVitaiy  sarHeee 
dniiv  tfao  latti  irar,  tad  Ibr  oAsr  pnpossa. 

Bs  it  enacted,       That  when  any  <^ec  or 
privau  soldier  of  iha  mttitia,  inclodiag  rangers^ 
sea  fenoibles,  and  volanteera,  or  any  noDHKHDOiis- 
nooed  officer,  mueieiah,  or  privatej  eatisted  for 
either  of  the  terms  of  one  year  or  eighteen 
moDtbs,  M  aay  eomnussioned  officer  of  the  regu- 
lar army,  vhall  have  died  while  in  tlia  scrriee 
of  tbe  United  States  during  the  late  war,  or  in 
Eeturniog  to  fait  place  of  residenee,.  afler  ttcing 
mastered  out  of  service,  or  who  shall  have  died 
al  any  time  tlieieafter,  in  eotveqaenoe  of  wounds 
received  whilst  in  the  service,  and  shall  have 
left  a  widow,  oti  if  no  widow,  ■  ehUd  or  chitd- 
na,  aader  sixteen  years  of  age,  sueh  widow,  or,  if 
BO  widow,  saeh  child  or  ctaildreo,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  half  tbe  monthly  pay  to  which 
the  deeeaeed  was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years ;  and  in  case 
of -death  or  iotermatriage  of  such  widow,  before 
the  expiration  of  said  fire  years,. the  half  pay  for 
tha  remainder  of  tbe  time  shall  go  to  the  child  or 
children  of  said  decedent.   Prmided  alwt^ 
That  tbe  Secretary  of  War  shall  adopt  such 
forms  of  evidence,  in  applications  un4er  this  act, 
a*  the  president  of  tbe  Uaited  Slates  nuy  pre- 
scribe. Provided  alaoj  That  tbe  officers  and  pri- 
vate soldiers  of  the  militia,  as  aforesaid,  who 
have  beendisabled  by  wounds  or  otherwise,  while 
in  tbe  service  of  the  Uaited  Stales  in  tbe  dis- 
charge of  their  doty  during  tbe  laie  war,  shall  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  officers  of  the  r^ular  army,  under 
each  forms  of  evidenee  as  tbe  Presidcot  of  the 
United  States  may  presectbt.   Prmidti  aJm. 
That  the  provisions  of  thie  act  shall  not  czleaa 
to  any  person  embraced  in  tbe  provieion  of  an  act. 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  fur  the  widows  ana 
orpbaaa  of  tbe  militia  slaio,  and  for  militia  dia- 
abUd  ia  ihe  aeniea  of  the  Uaited  States,"  pamed 


the  second  day  of  Angnat,  one  thooeaad  eisbt 
hundred  and  ihirteeo. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it.  fitrther  enacted^  That  when 
any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  pri- 
vate soldier  of  tbe  regular  army  of  the  United 
Slates  shall  have  been  killed  In  battle,  or  have 
died  of  woands  or  disease,  while  to  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  late  war,  and  haTC 
left  a  child  or  cbiidfen  under  sixteen  years  of  agiu 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  guardian  of  such  chud 
ox  children,  within  one  year  from  the  passing  of 
this  act,  to  relinquish  the  bounty  land  to  wmch 
such  noO'Commissioned  officer,  musiciao,  or  prU 
i  vate  soldier,  bad  he  survived  the  war,  would  have 
been  entitled;  and,  in  Hen  thereitf,  tenoeivchalC 
the  moDtbly  pay  towhioh  sueh  deceased  peraim 
was  entitled  at  tbe  time  of  his  death,  for  lud 
dnrior  the  term  of  five  yearsj  to  be  computed  from 
and  after  the  seventeenth  oay  of  February,  ana 
thousand  eight  haadred  and  fifteen,  the  paymeM 
thereof  to  be  made  when  and  where  other  ouLlb* 
lary  pensions  are  or  shall  be  paid :  and  where  • 
warrant  for  the  military  bounty  Imid  afiaroeaid 
ahaU  have  been  isuwd  to  or  fof  tha  oae  of  ttm 
child  or  cbildFCB  of  an]f  aneh  decnsed  iioii*edMir> 
missioned  officer,  musteian,  or  private  aoldiar, 
sMh  child  or  children,  or  either  of  tbcm,  being 
onder  sixteen  years  age,  it  shall  be  lawful  fiw 
tha  f  nwdiaa  oS  saeh  minor  or  minors  to  avrrea- 
d«r  and  deliver  such  warrant,  into  tbe  office  tm 
tbe  Department  of  War,  wiiiiin  one  year  fion 
tbe  pamiogof  (his  act;  of  which  siuModer  and 
delivery  the  Secretary  of  tbat  Demirtment  afaall 
give  notice  to  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Tresktery)  who 
shall  thereupon  give  the  requisite  orders  lor  the 
payment  of  the  half  pay  hereby  provided  for. 

Sie.  3k  And  be.  it  furOur  enacted.  That  all 
soidiera  who  have  been  enlisted  to  serve  for  ftrc 
years,  or  during  tbe  war,  and  were  above  tbe  age 
of  fociy-flvc,  or  under  the  age  of  eighteen  yean, 
who  have  faithfully  served  during  the  late 
and  have  been  regularly  discharged,  aad  tbe 
learaiaiivea  of  aucb  aoldiera  aa  ahall  have  died 
whilst  ia  tbe  service  of  the  United  States,  aad  all 
eoldiera  who  have  been  enlisted,  and  have  faiib- 
foUy  served  during  the  late  war,  until  they  have 
been  preoaoled  lo  the  ranh  of  commisstooeid  offi- 
cers, who,  if  they  had  served  during  the  war 
under  their  enlisiment,  and  been  regularly  dla- 
eharged,  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  boooiy  la 
land,  shall  be  eotiiled  to  one  bnodred  aad  sixty 
or  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  ac- 
cording to  tbe  term  of  enlistment;  the  vrarraotc 
aad  patents  to  issue  in  tbe  same  manner  as  in  the 
case  of  soldiers  enlisted  of  proper  age,  and  die* 
charged  under  siniUr  circurariances. 

S£c.  4  And  be  UJwtker  emacted.  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  tbe  provisioas  of  this  act  into 
effiect,  and  other  ecu  giving  bounty  lands  lo  eol* 
diers  ^  tbe  r^ular  army,  the  Preeident  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  authorixed  to  cause  to  be 
surveyed  and  laid  ol^  in  one  or  moresurveys,two 
millions  of  acres,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  m 
addition  to  ibe  appropriations  of  leads  by  the  aet 
of  May  the  sixth,  one  tbousaod  eight  hoodped 
and  twelve,  for  desigoaiiAg^sarveying,aad  gn4»- 
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ing  miliMrr  boaoty  lands  MeDrdiog:  to  the  pro- 
TUiODf  of  said  act. 

Sic.  5.  And  be  it  Jur^ier  enacted,  That  no 
transfer  of  laod,  granted  io  rirtae  of  this  or  any 
othei  law,  K'Ting'  boaoiiti  of  land  to  the  dod- 
eommbsiooed  officers,  mDsieiaos,  aad  prirates, 
enlisted  duriog  the  late  war,  shall  be  ralia,  noless 
tiie  contract  or  agreement  therefor,  or  letter  of 
attoraef,  giving  power  to  sell  or  conrer,  shall 
btre  been  ezceoted  after  the  patenu  shall  be 
sned  and  delircred  to  the  peranis  entitled  thereto. 

Apprtnred,  April  16, 1816. 


Aa  Ad  in  addhiott  to  the  act.  wtitUd  "An  act  in  »• 
lation  to  tha  TXwj  Pennon  Fond." 
Be  it  emteled,  That  in  all  casea  of  prizes 
enptored  hj  the  publie  armed  ships  of  the  United 
States,  wbieh  shall  be  sold  voder  the  order  of  the 
proper  prixe  eonrt,  br  inierloeuiorj  or  final  de< 
eree,  it  shall  be  the  dntir  of  the  marshal  of  the 
UnKed  States,  making  the  sale,  to  pay  the  pro- 
eeeds  thereof  into  the  registry  of  the  proper  court, 
within  thirty  days  after  soeh  sale  shall  be  made 
and  eloaed;  and,  immediately  apon  the  payment 
into  the  registry  of  the  proceeds  as  aforesaid,  it 
ahall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  de- 
^oeite  the  same  in  seme  bank,  to'be  designated  by 
the  judge  or  judges  of  the  conn,  snbjeet  to  the 
order  and  distributioo  of  the  court  as  in  other 
eases ;  and  when  the  said  prizes  shall  bare  been 
duly  condemned,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court 
to  direct  the  share  of  such  prizes  belonging  to  the 
Uoited  States  to  be  forthwith  carried  iu  the  ac- 
eoool  with  sach  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
nrer  of  the  (Jnited  States,  on  accouot  of  the  oary 

Sension  food ;  and  copies  of  the  certificate  of  such 
epositevnd  credit  shall  be  thereupon  transmitted 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  and  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  soon  as  may  be,  by  the 
clerk  of  such  court;  and  the  share  of  such  prizes 
bdoMing  to  the  captors,  deposited  as  aforesaid, 
aballbepaid  orer  to  the  parlies  entitled,  or  to 
their  authorized  agent  or  agents,  apon  the  order  of 
the  proper  conrt  in  tern,  or  of  the  judge  or  judges 
of  such  court  in  Tacation. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  marshals  of  the  seVeral  districts 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  clerks  of  the  re- 
apectitre  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  state  and 
aettle  their  respecliTe  aecounte  ia  all  cases  of 
prizes  captured  as  aforesaidjSpeclfyiog  therein  all 
costs  and  charges  taxed,  claimed,  and  paid  by 
thirm,  and  to  submit  the  same  to  the  proper  conn, 
having  cognizance  thereof,  for  examination  and 
allowance,  within  sixty  days  after  a  final  adjudi- 
cation of  such  causes,  unless  a  different  time  shall 
be  assigned  by  such  court;  and  thereupon  such 
courts  in  term,  or  any  judge  ibereof  ia  vacation, 
may  proceed  summarily  to  hear,  examine,  and 
allow  the  same  aeeounis;  and,  after  such  allow- 
ance, oDe  «opy  of  the  same  accounts  shall  be  filed 
among  the  records  of  the  court,  and  another  oopy 
wall  be  transmitted  by  the  elerx  of  the  court  to 
«he  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  within  thirty  days 
aflet  the  allowanee  thereof. 


Sbo.  3.  AndhtUfiuikirenaeted,  TbaiitUl 
be  the  duty  of  the  district  attorneys  of  tkfr 
spective  districts  of  the  United  States  to  ttnnt 
to  the  Secretarr  of  the  Narr  a  suteaual  ef  d 
prixes  captured  as  afbresaio,  which  didl 
oelled,  condemned,  or  restored,  at  esch  \m  i 
the  district  and  circuit  courts,  within  ihar  r> 
sp^tive  districts,  as  soon  as  may  be  die  & 
conclusion  of  each  terai,  aad  to  aeeoBpuTud 
list  with  a  schedule  and  iavoiee  of  the  fmu 
articles  composing  the  eaiioet  of  such  warn. 

Sbo.  4.  And  he  itjkrdur  enacted,  Ttai  (k 
respective  eovrts  of  the  Uniied  Stiia,  bAt 
whom  a  libel  agftinst  any  prixeseaptiRdMibR- 
said  shall  be  pending,  or  by  whom  ■  deent  d 
eondemoation  and  distribution  of  sack  priniiUI 
have  been  awarded,  shall  have  fall  peinruj» 
ibority,  In  the  exercise  of  their  admirdtf 
maritime  jurisdiction,  to  Issue  a  mDBiuoi,ud 
other  proper  process,  to  compel  the  msnU  ui 
clerk  to  perform  and  obey  the  reqnisiiiwiftiii 
act;  and  upon  the  eotnplaint  of  the  PnitdflMfi 
or  any  person  interested  in  the  premiaei, fln» 
rily  to  hear  and  examine  the  same,  ud  is  aiR 
such  awards  order,  aad  decree  theteiB,ai  uj* 
tice  and  law  shall  appertain*  And  iflbemnul 
or  clerk  shall  wilfully  refuse,  or  unreaioiiU/K- 
gleet,  10  perform  and  obey  any  of  the  wimim 
of  this  act,  the  party  so  refusing  or  ntgliaiBt 
shall  ftartber  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  DoiW  S***^ 
the  sum  of  fire  hundred  dollsrs  for  ettry  soen 
refusal  or  neglect. 

Sfio.  6.  And  be  it  /itrther  enacted,  Thit  Jm 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  AccouDtaot  of  tbe  m 
Department,  for  bis  extra  services  id  eolleetinf, 
stating,  and  settling  Ifae  acooooti  of  ptrtt  siokT 
belonging  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  tlte  udV 
sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  to  be  pud  fWto- 
yearly  out  of  the  navy  pensioo  fund. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tkitrtj^ 
ever  sales  of  prizes  captured  as  ■f<''*":fi, 
been  made  before  the  passing  of  ibis  Mt.>*^iH 
proceeds  thereof  have  not  been  psid  inwjjj 
gistryof  the  proper  court,  or  fintlljfdi*™'" 
under  its  order,  it  shall  be  tbe  duty  of 
sbat  who  made  tbe  »Ie,  withio  »i  e''^ 
months  from  the  passing  of  tliii 
shorter  reasonable  time  as  may  be  tssxtati  61* 
court,  or  the 


or  judges '(hereof,  wwij; 
the  registryof  the  court  the  proceeds  of  rtM"^ 
with  a  written  account  of  the  costs  sod  twp 
attending  the  same,  and  to  submit  ibe 
count  for  examination  andaltowaneeuiuetfjj|T 
or  the  judge  or  judges  thereof;  and,  ia  liWJJJ 
ner,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  respecu"  eWJ. 
the  district  oourts,  within  six  " 
from  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  snch 
sonable  time  as  maybe  assigned  ^f^*^^ 
court,  or  the  judge  or  judges  thereof,  J"  PJtL 
to  such  court,  or  the  judge  or 


w  EtucD  court,  or  me  juoge  wr  ju«^— 

examination  and  allowanee,  a  P*^'"'*'!^ 
of  their  fees  and  charges,  in  all  esses  «  F 
captured  as  aforesaid,  where  inch  soconBiB*^ 


sod.*; 

It 


been  already  presented  and  allowed;  sodv 
such  account  aball  be  examined 
shaU  be  filed  among  the  leeoidi  of  cM 
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nd  B  eopf  UiarMf,  dolf  Mtoted,  »htAl.  be  trmns- 
mitted  br  the  clerk  oi  the  coart  to  the  Stereurr 
of  the  Naff;  and  if  tny  manhal  or  elerk  shall 
Deglcet  or  refate  to  perform  the  dotiea  herein  re- 
qnired.  he  may-  be  proceeded  a|^art  in  the  proper 
ooart,  in  the  manner  prorided  in  the  fourth  eee- 
tioa  of  this  acu 

8bo.  7.  And  beit/urlhermtaOmi,  Tkntin esses 
where  the  allowance,  of  the  half  monthly  pay, 
whieh  may  now  be  grented  b]f  law  to  offieerL 
seamen,  and  marioes,  disabled  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  shall,  in  the  opiDion  of  the 
eomrainioners  of  toe  narr  pension  rand,  from  the 
naiora  and  extent  of  the  disability,  and  the  sitni- 
tlm  of  the  party  disabled,  be  ioi^eqmte  to  his 
Meeasny  avoeteienee,  the  said  eommioionere  shall 
be,  and  hereby  are,  atiibwited,  in  their  diacretion, 
to  inerense  such  aJlowaitee  to  any  aom  not  ex- 
ceeding^ the  fall  amrant  of  the  monthly  pay  to 
which  the  pnrtir  disabled  was  by  law  entitled 
in'thesaidserrice. 

AppiOTed,  April  16^  1810. 

An  Aet  to  enable  the-peopb  oi  the  Indiana  Tenitoty 
lo  fima  a  censtitntku  and  State  govanunant»  and 
Imt  the  iifrnfrrim  of  eneh  State  into  the  UlaiMi  on 
an  e^oal  fiwtinf  with  the  onguul  States. 
St  it  enaetedj  ^  That  the  inhnbitanu  of  the 
rorritory  of  Inaiann  be.  and  they  ■>«  hereby,  au- 
chorized  to  form  for  taemeclTea  a  cimeiiMtioa 
and  State  goTernment,  and  to  assume  such  name 
KB  they  shall  deem  proper;  and  the  said  State, 
when  ibrmed,  eball  be  admitted  Into  the  Union 
upon  tiie  same  footing  with  the  original  Btatee, 
in  all  respects  whatever. 

Sbo.  2.  And  tm  it  jurOm-  eMocted,  That  the 
said  State  shall  consist  of  alt  the  territory  included 
within  the  following  bonndaries,  to  wit:  bounded 
on  the  east  by  the  meridian  line  which  forms  the 
western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio;  on  the 
south  bv  the  river  Ohio,  from  the  month  of  the 
Qrcat  Miami  rircr  to  the  month  of  the  river  Wa- 
bash ;  on  the  wcat  by  a  iine  dtewn  along  the 
middle  t^the  Wabash  from  ita  month,  t*  a  point 
where  a  due  nofth  line,  drawn  from  the  town  of 
Viaeennes,  would  last  toueh  tba  northwestern 
i^ore  of  the  said  river ;  and  from  thence,  by  a  due 
north  line,  until  the  same  shall  interseet  an  east 
and  weet  line,  drawn  throngb  a  point  ten  miles 
north  of  the  southern  extreme  of  Lake  Miehigan  t 
oa  the  north  hj  the  said  east  and  west  line^  until 
the  same  shall  intersect  the  first  itaeotiuicd  merid- 
iau  line  which  forms  the  western  boundary  of  the 
Slate  of  Ohio:  Provided,  That  the  convention 
hereinafter  provided  for,  when  formed,  shall  rat- 
ify tb«  boundaries  aforesaid,  otherwise  the^  shall 
be  and  remain  as  now  prescribed  by  the  ordinance 
for  the  government  of  the  territory  nntthwest  of 
the  river  Obio:  Provided,  aieo.  That  the  said 
State  shall  have  concurrent  jorisdietioo  on  the 
river  Wabash,  with  the  State  to  be  fomed  west 
thereof,  so  far  as  the  said  river  shall  form  a  com- 
mon boundary  10  both. 

Sse.  3.  And  be  itjurtkar  emitted^  That  all 
male  aitiaaiw  of  tha  Unilad  Staler  who  shall  hav« 


arrived  at  die  age  of  twehty-oae  years,  and  re- 
sided within  the  said  Tenritorjr  at  leatt  one  year 
previous  to  the  day  of  the  election,  and  »haU  have 
paid  a  county  or  territorial  tax;  and  all  persons 
having  in  other  respects  the  legal  qaalifications 
to ,  vote  for  representatives  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  said  Territf^,  be,  and  they  ase 
hereby,  authorized  to  chooee  repreiientativ«B  to 
form  a  convention,  who  shall  be  apportioned 
amongst  the  several  counties  within  the  said 
Territory,  aeoording  to  the  uporcioainent  made 
by  the  L^pslature  thereof  at  their  laat  aemtoo,  to 
wit:  from  the  eouty  of  Wayne,  four  represent- 
atives^ from  the  eounty  of  FiaakUn,  five  rejpr^ 
snntauves  {  from  the  county  of  Dearborn,  tune 
reitfcaentatires ;  from  the  county  of  Swiiierland, 
me  rqwesantaiive ;  from  the  eouiuy  of  Jefenon, 
three  representativee ;  from  the  county  of  Clark, 
five  representatives ;  from  the  eotuty  of  Harri- 
son, five  refHeseotatives ;  from  the  county  of 
Washiagton,  five  representatives;  from  theooan* 
ty  of  Knox,  five  representatives ;  from  the  oonaty 
of  Gibeon,  four  represeoutives ;  from  the  eonntr 
of  Posev,  one  reptcMutative ;  from  the  county  ^ 
Warviex,  one  representative ;  and  from  the  county 
of  Perry,  one  representative.  And  the  election 
for  the  repretentatives  aforesaid  shall  be  holden 
oa  the  seeond  Monday  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  huadied  and  sixteen,  throi^ont  the  sav^ 
ral  counties  in  the  eaid  Territory,  and  ahall  be 
eoadneted  in  the  mmemaaaer,  and  undn  the 
same  penalties,  as  prescribed  ^  the  laws  of  aaid 
Territory,  rMulatiag  elections  therein  for  nam* 
here  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sno.  4.  And  he  it  Jwiker  emuttd,  That  tb« 
members  of  the  convention  thus  duly  elected  be^ 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  meet  vt  the 
seat  of  the  goreramoit  of  the  said  Territory,  on 
the  eeeond  Aloofay  of  June  next  ^  which  conven- 
tion, when  met,  shall  first  determine,  by  a  major- 
ity of  the  whole  number  elected,  whether  it  be  or 
be  not  expedientt  at  that  time,  to  form  a  consti- 
tbiion  and  State  goverament  for  die  peofAe 
witlkin  the  said  Territory ;  and,  if  ft  bedetermiaed 
to  ba  expedient^ tbeeonvention  shall  be^  and  here- 
by are,  auihonxed  to  form  a  oonstitution  and 
State  govemmeati  i»,  if  it  be  deemed  more  ex* 
pcdient,  iha  said  eonvntton  ahall  provide  by  ot> 
dinanee  for  electing  representatives  to  form  a 
constitaUon  or  frame  of  government ;  whieh  said 
re|ireseatatives  shall  be  chosen  in  such  manner, 
and  in  aoch  proportion,  and  shall  meet  at  such 
time  and  place  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  said 
ordinance,  aad  shall  then  form,  for  the  people  of 
said  Territory,  a  eonstitultMi  and  Suie  govern- 
ment :  Prevuied,  That  the  same,  whenever  form- 
ed, shall  be  repuMican,  and  noi  repugnant  to  those 
articles  of  the  ordinance  of  the  tfairueoth  of  July, 
one  thonsaad  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven, 
which  are  declared  to  be  irrevocable  between  the 
original  States  and  the  people  and  States  of  the 
Territory  nordiwest  of  the  river  Ohio ;  exceptag 
so  much  of  said  articles  at  relate  to  the  bounda- 
ries of  die  States  therein  to  be  formed. 

Sflo.  6.  And  b9  it  Jvrtker  enaetedj  That,  tmtil 
the  ncugentral  ceuaa  ahail  be  taken,  the  miA 
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8l>te  ahall  be  entitled  to  ooc  repreMDtaliva  ia 
itM  HoDse  of  Repre»iita(irei  of  thm  Uoited 
Stales. 

8eo.  6.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enaeted,  That  the 
followiog  propositioos  be,  and  the  Mine  are  here- 
by, offered  to  the  eonventioo  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory of  Indians,  when  formed,  for  their  free  ac- 
oaptaoee  or  rejection,  wbioh,  if  accepted  by  the 
eooveoiioD,  shall  be  obligatory  upon  the  Uoittd 
States. 

First.  That  the  section  numbered  sixteen  in 
every  township,  and,  when  such  section  has  been 
sold,  granted,  or  disposed  of,  other  lands  equiva- 
lent thereto,  and  most  contiguous  to  the  same, 
sball  be  granted  to  the  inbabiianti  of  such  town- 
ship, for  the  use  of  schools. 

Second.  That  all  salt  springs  within  the  said 
Tenitory,  and  tb«  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of 
the  same,  together  with  sneh  other  lands  as  may, 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Sute^  be  deemed 
aaeessary  and  proper  for  working  ine  said  ttii 
spring-',  not  exceeding,  tn  the  wholej  the  quantity 
contained  in  thirty-six  entire  sections  shall  be 
granted  to  the  said  State,  for  the  use  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  aaid  Slate,  the  same  to  be  used  under 
soch  terms,  conditions,  and  regulations,  as  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  said  State  shail  direct ;  provided 
the  said  L»islature  shall  never  sell  nor  lease  the 
same  for  a  Jouger  period  than  ten  yeara  at  any 
one  lime. 

Third.  That  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  lands  lying  within  the  said  Territory,  and 
which  shall  be  sold  by  Congress  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  December  next,  afier  deducting 
all  expenses  inoident  to  the  same,  shall  be  re- 
served for  making  puUie  roads  and  canals,  of 
which  three-fifths  sball  be  applied  to  those  ob- 
jeets  within  the  nid  Stale,  under  the  direetien  of 
the  Legislatore  thereof,  and  two-fifths  to  the  mak* 
ing  of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  the  said  State, 
under  the  direction  of  Congress. 

Fourth.  That  one  entire  township,  which  sball 
be  designated  by  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  addition  to  the  one  heretofore  reserved 
for  that  purpose,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of 
a  seminary  or  learniug,  and  vested  in  the  I^egis- 
latare  of  tbe  said  State,  to  be  appropriated  aofely 
to  the  use  of  sneh  aeminary  by  tbe  said  Legiit- 
Ittnre. 

Fifth.  That  four  sections  of  land  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  granted  to  the  said  State,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  fixing  their  seat  of  government 
thereon;  wbieb  four  sections  shall,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  be  located, 
at  any  time,  in  snoh  township  and  range  m  the 
legislature  aforesaid  may  teleei.on  soen  lands  as 
Bay  hereafter  be  acquired  by  the  United  States 
from  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  said  Territory: 
Prwid^,  That  such  locations  shall  be  made  prior 
to  the  public  sales  of  tbe  lands  of  the  Uaited 
Statu  surrounding  auoh  location  :  jltM^  jnwUUei 
oteoM.  That  tbe  five  foregoing  propositions  here- 
in  ofered,  are  on  the  condition  thst  the  eonven- 
tion  of  the  said  Slate  shall  provide,  by  an  ordi- 
nance irrevoeahle,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Uaited  States,  that  every  and  each  tract  of  land 


sold  by  the  United  States,  from  and  aht  vtg 
day  of  December  ncx^  Foall  be  ui  mu* 
empt  from  any  tax  laid  by  cider,  mnfaii 
anthoriiy  of  the  State,  whether  lefSutMn 
or  township,  or  any  other  purpMe  nbitKii 
the  term  or  five  year^froa  aid  aAtiiii^i 
sale. 

Approved,         1^  Ulft. 


An  Act  to  alMrfidi  the  exisUag  dotiis  mpis^ 
tUIed  withm  the  (TiUled  8utes,  aiid  ti  b^ife 
duties,  in  lien  thoee  at  pnseat  iBpaai  tt 
censes  to  distUlen  of  spirttaons  liqam 

Be  it  enacted^  fc,  ThM,  bm  rndtfuiii 
thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  the  set  atitM  li 
act  to  provide  additional  reveBanlWit|Bt]t 
.  the  expeneee  of  Governmeoij  aa4  muiiiiw{a 
public  credit,  by  laying  duues  oaifiMihybi 
:  within  the  Uoited  States  and  TerriMMiiBHi 
and  by  amending  the  act  laying  datimifaBa 
to  distillers  of  spirituous  liqaof^piMriitw- 
ty-first  day  of  December,  onethoaasdaiKtB- 
dred  and  lourieen,  shall  cease  and  dtteWrO- 
ceptiog  in  so  naeb  bm  the  same  isukAit 
ithe  duty  payabl«  for  liewues  for  ailliaWn 
'ffTanted  previonsly  to  the  first  d^rfMifs^ 
Provided,  Tbaf  th«  provisieat  sf  AtMrnM 
.act  shall  remaia  in  AiU  force  aadn«iJ*i(i> 
tbe  same  nay  relMe  to  the  rendiBitifw*"' 
of  spirits  distilled  previous  to  thefathidMr 
next,  and  to  the  collection  and  nesnrildw 
ties  laid  by  the  said  act,  that  imvhmwail 
previous  uieteto.  and  which  ahaU  to  w* 
oQtstanding,  aaa  for  the  recovery, 
and  remission  of  fioei^  penalties,  in 
which  may  be  acnrrw  in  remin  n  Ac « 
duties. 

person  who,  after  the  thirtieth  dtycf  Jwi^ 
shall  he  the  owner  of  any  still  or  talk,'^ 
implemenu  in  lieu  9f  stills,  used  for  kpf* 
of  distilling  apirkuoos  Uqnen^  or  wbswW 
such  still  or  slilli^  or  impteoients  ai  *^'**'^* 
der  his  saperintendenoe,  either  as  ^lat 
owner  or  on  bis  own  accovot,  sodftrw'' 
license  extending  beyond  said  dayifcill*>t^ 
been  previously  obtained,  aad  enry|Wiai<* 
having  such  license,  ahall, after  iucipiwj'^ 
or  intend  to  use  uy  still  or  stilK  or  japj* 
as  aforesaid,  either  as  owner, agcol,  or tuM* 
shall,  before  he  shall  ao  begia  to  oie 
stills,  or  other  implements  la  lint 
purpose  of  diatilliag  spiritnoaslN|aDK  Jflf" 
and  obtain  firom  ihecotlecierappoiaMf'^ 
of  ibe  act,  entitled  *'A»actfortbenM^"| 
collection  of  direct  taias  and  iMifaal  ^  " 
the  colleetion  distriet  in  which  Meh  pff' 
sides,  (o»  to  tbe  deputy  of  soekeotlNNrwTf 
thorized,)  a-lReaae Sot  oetag  the  nid ihH«^ 
or  other  implements  as  aforeuid;  «^''^ 
respectively  shaU  be  granted  at  tbe  J 
pvoprietor  or  possessor  af  soeh  *''^,*'^^ 
any  or  either  of  the  terms  "[jS 
upon  the  payment  in  money,  by  Mwb  pflff^ 
paaacsMw,  af  tha  deaiei  payaUe  SB  ibeMV^ 
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Mr.lioeaM9,«ce«rdiDg  to  tb«  praviiioai  of  this  tot, 
f  the  said  Jitity  upoo  sach  still  or  stills,  or  othn 
mplemeots,  wbea  added  together,  if  there  be  mere 
.han  one  still  or  other  implement  for  disliUiD|[ 
rpirits,  shall  not  exceed  twenty  dollars;  aod  if 
ihey- shall  exeeed  twenty  dollars,  on  saoh  propri- 
etor or  possessor  executing  and  delivering  to  the 
iolleetor,  or  to  bis  deputy  as  aforesaid,  a  hood 
irith  two  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisTaettoo  of 
loeh  co^eotor  or  deputy,  cooditioiicd  for  the  pay- 
nent  of  sKid  duties  at  the  end  of  twelve  months 
tftertbe  euirarUoD  of  the  term  for  which  such 
ieeas*  or  ficcDscs  reapeeiirely  sluUl  hsre  been 
intDted.  And  the  said  bond  shall  be  taken  in  >lie 
lame  of  the  United  Stafes  of  America,  nod'  in 
nob  form  >•  shall  be  preKribed  by  the  Treasary 
Dcparnneni.  And  ii  «ny  person  flhallj  afUr  the 
■aid  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  use  or  caosc  to 
^  ased  any  still  or  stills^  or  other  implements  as 
tforesaid,  in  distilling  spirituous  lii|aors;  or  shall 
w  the  owner  of,  or  hare  under  his  superintend* 
tnoe,  either  as  agent  or  otherwise,  any  still  or 
iiills,  or  other  implements  as  aforesaid,  whieh 
ihaU  after  the  sahl  day  baT«  been  used  as  afore- 
laid,  without  having  a  lieense  therefor  as  afore- 
laid,  coBiinaiog-  in  force  for  the  whole  time  dur- 
am  which  the  satd  still  or  stills,  or  implements  as 
iforesaid  shall  have  been  thus  used,  or  who  shall 
cctpf  daring  any  period  for  which  a  Uecnsa  has 
Men  pnntea  to  sneh  person,  an^  still  oc  boiler,  or 
ithcr  impleroeni  Uabw  to  doty  m  thnr  fiitores,  in 
I  ritnntion  for  use^  wfthoat  having  first  obteined 
likeose  for  the  samc^  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
»f  this  act,  every  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
he  sum  of  oiM  hundred  dollars,  together  with 
lonUe  the  nmonnt  of  duties  which  wooid  hare 
)eeo  payable  for  the  term  daring  which  anch  still 
nr  stiUs,  or  imj;ilemeDis  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  thus 
^d,  or  kept  in  a  situation  for  use  as  afotesaid, 
lad  the  said  still  or  stills,  or  implements  aforesaid, 
»een  entered  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
tcl  i  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  salt. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  if  an^ 
^rsoD  shall  keep  in  or  about  his  distillery  any 
»eer  or  other  liquor,  prepared  from  grain,  for  the 
surpesa  of  distillation,  for  more  than  eight  days, 
ilanng  an^  tiiu  for  whieh  snch  person  shall  not 
bnve  obtained  a  lieensa  for  distillation,  he  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
for  every  stwh  offisnee, 

Sao.  4.  And  be  Ufitrtker  enacted,  That  the 
licenses  aforesaid  shall  and  may  be  granted  for 
ind  during  the  following  terms  or  periods,  and  on 
be  securing  of  payment,  as  aforesaid,  of  the  da- 
ies  uodermentioncol,  namely : 

For  a  stilt  or  stillii  employed  in  distilling  spir- 
its ffom  domestic  materials,  for  a  license  lor  the 
imptoyment  thereof,  for  and  during  the  term  of 
>De  week,  fonr  and  a  half  ceo«i  for  each  gallon 
if  the  capacity  of  every  sneh  stiH,  including  the 
liead  thereof}  for  a  licenee  for  and  during  the 
:erm  of  two  weeks,  nine  cents  for  each  gallon  of 
its  capacity  as  aforesaid}  for  a  license  for  and 
luring  the  term  of  one  month}  eighteen  cents  for 
Meh  gallon  of  iu  capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  li- 
Nnae  for  and  duf iig  iht  l»a  ti  two'  moniJu, 


ttkirtf-siK  cents  for  eaiA  gatloo^ef  Its  capact^ne 
aforesaid  ;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the  terra 
of  three  months,  Gfty-foor  cents  for  each  gallon 
of  ii&  capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  lieense  for  and 
dviog  the  urm  of  foor  moaihs,  seventy-two 
cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid  } 
for  A  license  for  five  months,  ninety  cents  for 
each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  li^ 
cense  for  and  daring  (ha  term  of  six  months,  oaa 
hundred  and  eight  eenu  for  each  gallon  of  its  en* 
paoity  as  aforesaid;  for  a  license  for  one  year^ 
two  hundred  and  sixtcM  cents  for  each  gallon  at 
it»,eapaoit]r  as  aforesaid:  Prondedf  Tut  tbejto 
sbalf  be  paid  upo«  each  still  employed  wholly  ia 
tfao  diatilhMion  of  loocs^  but  onc'half  the  rales  of 
duiiea  abov«mentioned,.«eoording  to  theeapacit|r 
of  such  still. 

For  a  still  or  Mills  employed  in  distilling  spirtla 
from  foreign  materialsT  for  a  license  for  tne  em- 
ploynient  thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  ona 
month,  twenty-three  cents  for  each  gallon  of  thai 
eapaciiy  of  every  such  siill,  iaohidiog  the  head 
thereof;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term  of 
two  months,  for^-siz  cents  for  each  gallon  of  iu 
capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  lieense  for  and 
dining  the  term  of  three  months,  sizty-ei^ht 
ceaia  for  each  gnllon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid) 
for  a  license  for  and  daring  the  term  of  foue 
months^  ninety  oents  for  each  galloa  of  iu  capai- 
eity  as  aferciaid ;  for  a  lieense  for  and  daring  tha 
larm  nf  six  monib^  one  hundred  and  tbtrty-fiva 
eenu  for  cneh  gallon  of  ila  capacity  as  aforesaid  i 
for  a  lieenaa  »r  and  dnring  tbo  term  of  ci^ 
months,  one  hundred  nnd  eighty  oenu  for  each 

Stlon  of  iu  eapaoinr  as  aforesaid }  for  a  licenso 
r  one  year,  two  hundred  and  sevMty  eenu  for 
each  gallon  of  iu  capacity  as  aforesaid. 

And  for  every  boiler,  however  constructed^ 
employed  for  the  purpose  of  aeoeratieg  steam  ia 
tbiwe  distilleries  where  wooden  or  other  vessels 
are  used  instead  of  metal  stills,  aad  the  action  of 
sUam  is  substitoted  for  the  immediate  applion- 
tioD  of  fire  to  the  materials  from  which  the  spir- 
ituous liqnon  are  distilled,  for  a  lieense  for  the 
employment  thereof,  double  the  nmounton  each 

SiloB  of  the  capacity  of  the  said  boiler,  ineluding 
n  head  thereof,  whteh  wonld  be  paynUe  for  iho 
said  license,  if  gmnind  for  tha  same  term,  and  for 
the  employment  on  the  mme  mnierials  of  a  still 
or  stills  to  the  cmttenu  of  whiofa,  being  the  mata- 
rials  from  whence  the  spirituons  iiqaors  ara 
drawn,  an  immediate  application  of  ace,  dariof 
the  process  of  distillation,  is  made. 

Sao.S.  And  be  UJitrtJier  enacted,  it  ahM. 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors,  within  their  respect- 
ive districts,  to  grnnt  licenses  for  distilling,  wbteb 
licenses  shall  be  marked  with  a  mark  denoting 
the  rate  of  duty  ihereopoo,  and  shall  be  signed 
by  the  conmissioaer  of  ihc  eevenne,  and  being 
ooantersigned  hy  the  collector,  who  shall  isstw 
the  same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  issaed,  shall  be 
granted  to  anf  person  who  shall  desire  the  same, 
upon  application  io  writing,  aad  a^oo  payment, 
oc  securing  of  paymeat  aa  aforesaid,  of  the  Mm 
or  duty  payablo  by  tbia  act,  upon  aaeb  liecoaa 
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Sac.  &  And  be  it  JkrHur  matUdf^  Thwt  die 
applieatioD,  in  writing,  to  be  made  hf  aajr  penoo 
applriag  for  a  license  for  distilliDg  as  aforesaid, 
shall  sute  the  plaee  or  places  of  distillioc,  the 
Bomber  and  eooteolB  of  the  still  or  stills,  Doiler 
•r  boilers,  and  whether  ioleoded  to  distil  spirit- 
uoas  liquors  from  foreiga  or  domestic  materials. 
And  no  person  havinE  obtained  a  license  in  one 
eotleeiioD  district  shall  be  required  to  take  ont  an 
additional  license  in  another  district  for  the  same 
•fill  within  the  period  of  the  first  license.  And 
evcnr  person  making  a  false  sutement  in  cither 
«f  IM  said  partienlar^  or  who  iball  duRll  spirit- 
vooi  llqaors  fropi  materials  other  than  tnose 
stated  In  the  application  aforesaid,  as  well  as  the 
owner  or  supamlcndeni  of  any  distillerf ,  atiU  or 
stills,  with  respect  to  which  such  false  siatemenl 
shall  hare  been  made,  or  which  shall  be  thus 
unlawfully  employed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  one  hondrn)  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recDT' 
ered  with  costs  of  soil. 

Bac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  erery 
such  collector,  or  his  deputv  duty  authorized 
under  his  band  and  seal,  shall  be  authorized  to 
enter,  at  ao^r  time,  any  distillery,  or  place  where 
any  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel  nsed  in  distilla- 
tion are  kept  or  used  within  his  eoltection  dis- 
trict, for  the  purpose  of  inspecting,  ezaminiog,  or 
measuring  the  same,  and  the  other  reasels  therein. 
And  erery  owner  of  such  distilieryj  stilly  or  boil- 
cr^  or  other  vessels,  or  person  baring  the  eare^ 
•Dperintendence,  or  management  of  the  same, 
who  shall  refuse  to  admit  sacb  officer  as  afore- 
said, or  to  suffer  bim  to  inspect,  examine,  or 
measure  the  same,  shall,  for  erery  «acb  refusal, 
forfeit  aAd  pay  the  sum  of  fire  hundred  dollars. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  id 
eases  in  which  a  license  for  stills  or  boilers  may 
hare  been  granted  for  their  employment,  accord- 
ing to  t|ie  present  rates  of  duty,  for  a  period  ex- 
tending bejrond  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  the  person 
to  whom  the  same  mar  hare  been  granted  or 
transferred  sliall,  on  or  oefore  the  said  day,  pay, 
or  secure  the  payment,  in  manner  aforesaid,  of  a 
■am  eqtial  t6  such  proportion  of  the  additional 


sum  shall  be  endorsed  by  the  coUeetor  on  said 
tieenae.  And  if  any  still  or  boiler  shall,  after  the 
aaid  thirteenth  day  of  Jane,  be  employed  in  dis<- 
tilling  spirituoiu  liquors  wtthoot  the  additional 
duty  baring  been  preriously  paid  or  secored  as 
aforesaid,  the  owner,  agent,  or  saperiotendent 
thereof  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  together  with  double  the  amonnt  of 
the  said  adaitional  duties. 

Sno.  9.  And  be  it Jurther enacted,  That  all  the 
proriaions  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  to  apfrfy  to 
any  still  or  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  used  in  dtstiUa- 
tion,  which  shall  be  employed  in  the  reetifiaation 
of  spirituous  liquors. 

Bbc.  10.  And  be  it  fiaiker  auuttd^  That  any 
license  heretofore  or  hereafter  granted  for  em- 
ploying a  still,  boiler,  or  other  tmmI,  in  distUiug 


spirits  from  foreim  maleriali^  shaH  anthaiiftlhi 
distilling  spirits  from  domestie  DUterisliibi. 

Sec.  11.  AndbeitJwikereMietei,  Tksiiii- 
daetion  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  eenuniUlkt 
made  for  the  doty  payable  for  a  lieeoKiodiid 
smritaous  liquors,  on  the  payment  ib««futk 
Ume  of  obuiniog  the  same,  wbethertksuK 
be  payable  on  a  credit  or  not,  aecordii|kike 
prorisioBs  of  this  act. 

8bc.  13.  And  be  it  >f<Aer  enoetoi,  T^a 
fntnr^  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  distifierff  A- 
tillers  of  domestie  spirits,  and  all  pmoitfin 
whose  materiab  sacb  apirits  shall  be  itaM,* 
lell  witboot  a  license,  by  retail,  aaj  qninlr 
thereof,  not  less  than  one  gallon. 

Sbo.  13.  And  be  UjurUut  mtOei,  Tbite 
aereral  provisions  of  ''An  aet  mikiss^  Aniktt 
provision  for  the  coUectioa  of  interai! 
and  for  the  appointment  and  eompeantfoB^v 
sessors,"  passed  on  the  second  da^of  AD|n^°* 
tboiisana  eight  hundred  and  thulees,  niliiK 
are,  hereby  declared  to  apply  in  fnllioRen« 
duties  laid  by,  and  to  be  collected  aDder>Kt 
the  same  as  if  such  duties  and  ihi*  act  vet k- 
cognised  therein ;  which  said  daiiaalnllKeci- 
leeted  by  the  same  collectors,  ■■''''"'f''^ 
ner,  for  the  same  commissions,  asd  udcr  nt 
same  directions,  as  are  thereby  «»*«'''**7  „  ^ 
lation  to  the  other  internal  datiit.-  w ultM 
obligations,  datfea,  and  penalties  (kRHUif<M 
npon  collectors,  are  hereby  impim  «f« 
collectors  of  the  duties  laid  by  tliH  aet> 

Sbo.  14.  And  be  i(  ArtAer  eMdti  Tto  it 
Shalt  be  the  dotr  of  the  coUecton  afinwd,  n 
their  respective  districts,  and 
thorized  to  collect  the  duties  impoMdb|ra><"^ 
and  to  prosecute  for  the  recoverf  "ll^ 
and  for  the  recovery  of  any  snia  «""*'J3 
may  be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  thi>iet.  A"*^ 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  whiek  JJ 
incurred  by  force  of  this  act,  ibdl  i^?^^ 
sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  name  of 
States  by  bill,  plaint,  information,  ""jfjj 
debt,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  « '^'^'l^J 
States,  and  the  other  moiety  jJ?L 
the  person  who,  if  a  collector.  >h»""'f 
if  other  than  a  collector,  shall  firrfifltorm  <a^ 
cause,  matter,  or  thing,  whereby     we*  ■J 
penalty,  or  fbrfeitore,  %all  have  bees  mei^ 
Dnlees  the  breach  of  this  act,  for  whteb  miv^ 
penalty,  or  fotfritore,  may  be  )<Mi>rred,  eun« 
esublisbed  withont  the  testimonyof 
or  other  inforinant,  in  which  ca«»»JJj„ 
such  fine,  penaltr,  or  forftitore,  sbaU  »" 
use  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  April  19, 1816. 

An  Act  for  tha  rdief  of  the  BsUiaiore  sad 
aetu  BiUs  Soeietiefc 

Be  it  enacted,  *c.,  That  all  the  datiw  Jw* 
payable  to  the  United  States,  on  •  ^t^*^, 
type  plates,  owned  by  the  Baltimore  BiW?  b"^ 
imported  from  Loodon  to  Pl>''«^Si** 
year  one  thousand  eight  b"«'«<' ."I*,"^ 
board  the  ahip  Blevtra  j  and  fiooi  U^M^ 
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timon  in  the  same  year,  oo  botrd  tbc  ship  Jetepb, 
be,  aod  the  same  are  hereby ,  remitted. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Trearary  be,  and  be  is  hereby, 
aathmrhnd  to  direct  a  debeatnre  to  be  inned  to 
the  Manaehnetts  Bible  Sooletr,  for  a  drawback 
of  doties  apon  n  invoice  of  biUee  exported  from 
the  port  of  Boston,  on  board  the  hnnDtine  Pan- 
ther, in  the  year  one  thoosand  eight  nuodred  and 
fiAeen :  Prmided  however,  That  the  said  Society 
sh*U  prodoee  satisfactory  CTidence  to  the  said 
Compmller,  as  the  law  directs,  that  the  invoice 
aforesaid  has  been  landed  in  mmeforeifn  port  or 
place. 

Approved,  April  M,  1816. 

An  Act,  faithsr  sapplementarj  to  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  providing  for  the  inumnifioatiim  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Misnssippi  Tenitoiy. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  or  per- 
sons daiminc  puUio  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
TerritoiY,  under  the  act  or  pretended  act  of  the 
Bum  ot  Geo^ia,  passed  January  the  seventii, 
one  thousand  seven  bnndred  and  ninety-fiver  who 
have  not  ditly  rdeased  their  claims  to  the  United 
States,  so  as  to  entitle  them  to  the  iademniiea- 
tion  provided  by  the  aot  of  Congress,  passed  the 
tbirtv-fint  day  of  Mateh,  one  tbonsand  eight 
hnndred  and  fonrtcan,  enttUcd  "An  act  providuK 
for  the  indanniAoatioa  of  certain  claimants  oT 
pnUie  luda  in  the  Mbsissippi  Territory.**  and 
th«  n-ete  snpplameMary  thereto,  shall  be  allowed 
ibrth.er  lime  to  exeeuie  and  file  with  the  com- 
muaioners  appointed  to  decide  on  such  claims, 
good  and  snmeiMt  legal  releases  of  their  claim, 
aa  hy  said  nets  are  ret^nircd,  until  lb«<finl  Mon- 
day of  March  next.  And  iheeommissionersafore- 
aaid  mre  herebv  authortxedaod  empowered  to  de- 
cide on  such  claims,  and  to  adjud^to  every  sneh 
elntmaot  er  claimants  the  proportion  of  iodcmni* 
ficntion  to  which  be  or  they  may  be  respectively 
entitled. 

Sso.  3.  And  be  it  Jvriher  enacted,  That  the 
eoanmisiionm  aforesaid  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authMiied,  in  all  eases  where  they  shall 
diraet  sniu  to  be  commenced  for  the  recovery  of 
Bkoney  iranduleiitly  withdrawn  from  the  treasury 
of  Omrpa,  to  transmit  to  the  counsel  or  attorney 
ni^oiBlad  lo  iMiiUMe  and  eonduet  such  auiia  or 
praaeeatinui  all  original  pnpera  or  doeaaaais  ia 
Ihoir  pBiieision,  that  may  ftarnish  evidence  iq 
soatain  the  same. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  there 
•hall  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  to  each  of  the  said  aomais- 
sioner»And  their  secieiary,  the  further  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  as  a  compensation  for  the  addi- 
tions! services  required  by  thie  act. 

Apiiroved,  April  1816. 


As  Act  concerning  field  officers  of  the  Militia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  May  next,  instead  of  one  lieutenant 
eolonel  com— dnit  to  eneh  regimant,  and  one 


major  to  each  battalion  of  the  mttilia,  mm  is  pro- 
vided bjr  the  act  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  esublish- 
ing  a  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United 
States  "  approved  May  the  eighth,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  aod  ninety-two,  there  shall  be  one 
colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  aod  one  major  lo 
each  regiment  of  the  militia,  consisting  of  two 
battalions.  Where  there  shall  be  only  one  bal- 
ulion,  it  shall  be  commanded  by  a  major.  Pro- 
vided, That  Doibing  contaioea  herein  shall  be 
construed  to  annul  any  commission  in  the  militia 
which  may  be  in  forc^  as  granted  by  the  author- 
ity of  an^  State  or  Territory,  in  pursuance  of  the 
act  herein  recited,  and  bearing  date  prior  to  the 
said  first  day  of  May  next. 
Approved,  April  i»,  1816. 


An  Act  respecting  the  late  officers  and  crew  of  the 
^o<^K)^wsr  Waq^ 

Wberean,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
sloop-of-war  Wasp,  an  armed  ship  of  the  United 
Sutes.and  lately  commanded  by  Captain  Johnston 
Blakcly,  is  lost : 

Be  it  enacted,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  the  representatives  of  Captain  Johnston 
Blakely,  and  of  each  of  the  officers  and  crew 
aforesaid,  as  is  hereinafter  directed,  twelve  months 
wages ;  and  that  there  be  paid  to  the  aforesaid 
representatives,  and  to  the  survivor*  of  said  offi- 
cers and  eriw,  if  such  there  be,  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  distributed  as  prize  money 
for  the  capture  and  destruction,  by  said  sloop-ot- 
war,  of  the  British  armed  vessels  Reindeer  and 
Avon. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  the 
distribution  of  said  wages  and  compensation  shall 
be  as  follows,  viz  :  one-lbird  to  the  widow,  and 
two-third  parts  to  the  children  of  the  deceased; 
and  in  case  there  be  no  child,  the  whole  to  ihe 
widow  ;  and  if  there  be  no  widow,  then  to  the 
child  or  children  ;  and  if  there  be  neither  widow 
nor  child,  then  to  the  parent  or  parents;  and  if 
there  be  no  parent,  then  to  the  brothers  and  sisters ; 
end  if  there  be  neither  brother  nor  sister,tben  such 
share  or  shares,  not  claimed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
and  renutin  pan  of  the  navy  pension  fund;  and  the 
suma^oresafd  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated: 
Provided,  That  in  all  eases  ib  which  there  shall 
be  only  one  child,  the  widow  shall  have  an  equal 
share  with  the  child. 

Bsc.  3.  And  be  it  Jkrther  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary'of  the  Navr  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized and  required  to  appoint  a  prize  agent, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  disbarse  the  moneys 
aforesaid,  or  to  refund  any  balance  thereof;  under 
such  roles  or  regulations  as  the  said  Secretary 
may  prescribe ;  aod  that  all  moneys  not  claimed 
by  virtne  of  this  act,  within  two  years  from  the 
day  when  said  sums  shall  be  put  at  tlte  diepoeat 
of  Ihe  said  prize  ageot,  shall  be  deemed  and  held 
a  pan  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 

Appvortd,  April  SO* 
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to  loMt  tb*  niiam  dw  tk«  Watwih  riw,  lot  a  torn 

not  exee«dioff  ••«•&  jfMn. 

BeittnacUd,^^  That  tba  PrttidcDt  of  the 
Uoitcd  Si>t«s  b«,  aod  he  is  hetebf,  aatfaorixed  to 
tM«e  the  Uniied  Statci*  mUoc^  Dear  the  Wabasb 
rirer,  fisr  a  tern  not  execediog  ac? co  ]r*>rs,  from 
■nd  aftar  the  ead  of  the  pre»eat  term,  on  aoch 
eoDditioasas  will  iosure  the  work iof  naM 
most  eiMMiwIf,  and  mast  •dfaa<ageoiiii]r  to 
«ba  Uaited  States. 

Approfad,  April  3i,  1816. 

An  Act  to  iocrewe  the  jpeniioiu  of  iavalid*  in  certain 
eaeea;  for  the  refief  of  invalids  in  the  militia;  and 
for  the  eppoiotmant  of  peoeion  agents  in  thoee 
fltatee  where  there  ie  no  conunienener  »f  loijv 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  all  persoos,  of  .the 
ranks  hereinafter  named,  who  are  now  op  the 
military  pension  roll  of  ttte  Oniied  Slates,  shall, 
from  aod  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  be  entitled 
and  nceire,  for  diaahilitics  of  the  bigheit  de- 
.gm,  iba  foUowiDg;  smdi,  is  .lien  of  iboet  lo  which 
«r«  jiaw  tnuilsd,  19  wit:  a  fini  JieataaMt, 
aereoteen  dollars;  a  second  U'ettMout,  fifteen 
dollars;  a  third  lieuteikaat.  foartfen  dollars;  an 
cnsiga,  thirteen  dollarx;  and  a  noDH:om missioned 
officer,  musician  or  priraie,  eight  dollars  per 
month ;  and  for  disabilities  of  a  degree  less  than 
the  highest,  a  sum  proportiooably  less. 

Sec.  2.  And  bt  it  jurther  enacted,  That  all 
persons  of  the  aforesaid  ranks,  who  may  hereaf- 
ter be  placed  on  the  military  pension  roll  of  the 
Uaited  Suten,  shall,  according  to  tbeir  ranks  and 
d^rees  of  disabilities,  be  placed  00  at  the  afore- 
said rates  of  pensions4n  lieu  of  those  beretofbre 
established:  Frovidtd,  Tbatnotbiiy  bereio'Con- 
tained  shall  be  construed  to  lessen  the  pension 
of  any  panoo  wbo,  by  special  prorision,  is  enti- 
tled to  a  hif  bar  peiision  than  is  herein  prorided. 

Sio.  3.  And  be  U  JuriMr  ewKUd^  That  all 
■Mws  and  regulations  relating  to  ibe  admission' 
of  the  officers  and  soldiflia  of  the  regular  army 
to  be  idaced  on  the  peosioa  roll  ol  the  Untied 
States  shall,  and  thqr  are  hereby  declared  to  re- 
late equally  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
militia,  whilst  in  the  serrice  of  the  United  Slates. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jwiker  enacted,  That  the 
Beeteiary  for  the  Deptirtmeot  of  War  be,  and  he 
is hereby,attthorizedaad  required  toappoiotsome 
fit  and  proper  persoa  in  those  Stat^  «ad  T«rri- 
tories  where  there  is  ao  commissioner  of  loans, 
and  also  in  the  District  of  Maine,  to  perform  the 
duties  in  those  States  and  Terriioriei,  and  in  said 
district,  respectively,  relating  to  pensions  ai»d 
petuiooers,  which  are  now  requireaofsaid.com- 
niaeioners  in  tbeir  respective  States. 
Approved,  April  S4, 1816. 

Aa  Act  hn  Mf^tsinc  the  Oeaaral  iSta^  and  mak- 
lag  Airthar  provision  for  the  ArBjof  the  United 


Be  %t  enacted^  ^  That  in  aMitioa  i»  the  act 
providing  for  a  Military  Peaee.  BsUblishment, 
tht  proTtakms  of  tha  a«t  of  Muoh  UM,  ose 


thBosand  e^htlundaed  aad  UHrtaM.iar  tbabH- 
ter  organization  of  the  gcaaral  ataff  be.  aid  the 
same  are  huebgr,  soAr  estahliahed,  diac  the  gen- 
eral staff  shall  in  fmnrc  eoasisC  «n  oae  adjataat 
and  iwpeeior  geaenl  of  ihe  ar«f ,  and  eme  a^ja- 
laat  geaeial,  one  iaspeoiar  (eaeiai,  tkme  tofi^ 
graphieri  eagiaeen,  aad  oaa  qwwianaaaier  gen- 
em,  with  ODC  deputy  qaartennaalar  g;cacnl  laa 
divistoo;  aad  an  assiaiaat  of  aaeh  ao  cTaiyhB- 
gade,  which  abali  aapene^  4hc  hi  i|,a.Ji  qnaitar- 
mMtea  and  inn^maon  mum  easistenw;  aad  tht 
aMlheoKrygeoeial,aa.henlaiore  mnftMM«Rd,be 
Mbwcd  two  ■■■ietMH.  .apathaeartaa. 

Sio.  3.  And  he  it  fitHHet  emaeled.  That  i« 
medical  staff  shall  be  so  aatettided,  eliac  ihcre 
shall  be  four  hospiiatanrgeoaa,  and  «yht  hosfittl 
Borgcoo^  mates  to  eacb  difision,  with  as  waq 
post  Burgeons  as  the  scrripe  jnay  reqaiie,  aac  a- 
ceediog  twelve  to  each  dirixion,  woe  shaO  re- 
ceive toe  same  pay  and  emolumeiHs  as  hospiod 
sargeao'e  males ;  -aad  (bat  iheae  ha  tknc  Awige 
ndvoeates  10  each  division,  aod  oaa  «lu^puia  la 
each  brigade  of  cba  arair^  who  aluil  -neaiaa  the 
pay  aad  «mola«i«Hs  of  n^jor,  mm  hanMfen 
allowed. 

Sec.  a  And  he  it  fierthet  wsacf aJ,  Thatthe 
pay  department  shall  consist  of  od«  amfmattm 
geoeral  of  the  araty,  with  the  aaaoaf  smlary  of 
two  thousand,  five  haitdrad  dc41an^  aad  ckmtim 
addition  to  rcgimaotal  paymastesi^  chetc  ha  ap- 
pointed one  paymaeier  10  eaeh  battalunaC  the 
corps,  af  artillery,  who,  as  wallaa  tlw  iigiiiiaaiil 
paymasiers,  ia  additioa  i»  tha  lagalae  aai  fmt- 
t«al  paymaal  of  thaw  reapoMira  ngincMe  or 
corps,  shall  dlsebarga  the  datiaa  of  diatriat  bb]^ 
masters  wiibia  such  distriet  asahall  fron  ubm 
to  time  be  assigned  ibem  hj  the  pafmaater 
eral,  under  ibe  direction  of  the  Saerecafj  of  ^ 
Premided^  That  regimental  aad  baitalioa  pay  1 
tecs  amy  be  lakea  «itlierfrom  the  aufaalicras  ofihe 
arffly,or  citiaens,aad  appoiotad  ktj  cbe  Pre li dent 
of  the  United  States:  /VopMerfoJba,  Thairegi- 
meatal  and  battalion  paymasters  shall  reeeiTe  tbe 
pay  aad  eaudumenia  of^ major,  aod  shall  each  be 
allowed  a  oapable  aon-oamnissiaaed  ofiear  as 
eterk,  who,  while  aoamployed,  shall  reeaire  doa- 
ble pay,  abd  the  aotaal  expeaae  of  rraarpnrtatWa 
while  travelling  wider  orders  ia  the  diaehaige  ef 
his  doty. 

610.4.  iAn^beUJurtkermaeled,  Thacic^all 
be  the  duty  xtt  the  regimeaul  and  batl^iaa  pay- 
masters to  pay  all  the  regular  troops;  aad  laia- 
sare  punctaalityaod  responsibility,  eomei  lepaiii 
shall  be  made  to  the  -paymaster  ganaral  aaec  ia 
two  nootha,  showi^  the  disposition  af  the  finds 
preTiovsly  traasmitted,  with  acoarata  estinaias 
for  the  next  pafmeot  of  such  regivnea^  garriiaa, 
or  department,  as  may  have  haoo  astigaed  n 
each,  and  whenerer  any  paymaster  shm  fcil  aa 
transmit  such  estimate,  or  neglect  to  rra4cr  hit 
vouchers  to  the  payoMsler  geoeral  for  aettlemeat 
of  bis  accounts,  more  than  six  months  af^  i«> 
ceiving  funda,  he  shall  be  recalled,  and  aoother 
appointed  in  his  places 

Sao.  6.  Andbe  it  Jvrtherauettdt  Thaicke 
pairtwing  diyawnwat  ahall  ooHte  of  «m  < 
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xaimnvf  feaeral  of  poreliwes,  as  famtofore  vi- 
thorixwt,  wiih  the  annnat  saUrf  of  three  tboaaand 
dolkn,  and  ooe  depatjr  eooimisBanr  to  each  diri- 
lioo,  mih  the  anaaal  salary  of  two  thooiand 
dollars,  aad  six  assistant  commissaries  ^  issues, 
with  the  Bttaoal  salary  of  one  thooaaad  three 
hoadted  dollars,  nd  as  many  military  sIoM'. 
keepers  as  the  scrviec  nay  reqnire,  whoaa  sala-, 
lies  shall  be  Mgalatcd  by  the  Seerciary  of  War, 
aeeonliDV  to  the  duty  they  nay  paribrm  '■  Aw> 
tided,  That  the  pay  and  emolomaals  shall  mit. 
ezeeed  thai  of  a  eapuiii  of  iolaiitry. 

ato.  6.  AadUkjmiUrtHaeUd,  That  all  ef- 
fioan  of  the  pAy«  commiwary,  and  ^aarlenMsteHe 
depavimaDt,  shall,  pcetioas  to  their  rateriag  on. 
the  daiies  of  their  respecttre  ofiees.  five  reed 
andsiAcieat  bonds  to  the  Uoited  States,  fully 
to  ecceaot  for  all  money  aad  paUio  property 
wfaiefa  tber  may  ceeetve.  in  eocb  s«m  as  the  Sec- 
retary of  War<b«ll  direct.  And  all  paynasieis, 
oammissariea,  aad  storekeepers,  shall  beeahject  to 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  in  the  same  maaaer 
as  oommisaioaed  officcts :  Pnmdtd  ako,  That 
■U  officers  of  the  p^  and  aflmaiiasary's  depait- 
manis  he.  eubmltiad  to  the  Santa  for  tiletr  eon- 
firnukCioD,  in  the  saau  aiMNMr  as  the  ofieeiaof 
Ike  army. 

Sao.  7.  JbidUajmikn'MtuUd,  TbatthePie- 
■ideai  of  the  United  Stales  be,  and  be  is  herebf , 
kothorized  to  preaerthe  the  qnaatrty  and  kind  of 
slothioff  to  be  issaed  annully  to  the  troops  of  the: 
United  Stales:  PrvHdtd.  That  wheaeeer  more 
then  the  authiMrtzed  quantity  is  required,  the  raloe 
ff  the  eiica  anieleB  sbnll  be  dedaeied  from  the 
KiMicra'  pey,  and  in  like  aaaniier  tbe  soldiers  shall 
eceive  pay,  aticordio^  to  the  anonal  esttmalcd 
ralue  for  such  auibonacd  wrtiotes  of  naiform  as 
iball  not  hare  been  issued  to  them  in  each  year. 
Provided,  eUao,  That  tbe  manner  of  issuing  and 
wooABiii^  foe  dathing  shall  bveeubMshed  loAhe 
MBcral  r^Biil«iiaoB.or  iha  War  Daparmant. 

And  Uit  further  iwartsd,  That  in  all 
saaes  where  a  soldier  of  the  Mfolar  army  ahall 
lave  been  discharged  from  ibeMrTieeoftheUni- 
cd  Butes,  and  elutbing  shall  be  due  to  said  sol- 
lier,  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  Paymaster  General 
o  cause  the  same  to  be  paid  for,  according  to  ihe 
irice  paid  in  tbe  sereoih  seeiion  of  this  aol. 

Sbc.  9.  Aad  be  Ufia-Our  enacted,  That  tbe  ser- 
ral  officers  of  tbe  staff  shall  respectively  reccire 
be  pay  and  emoluments,  and  retain  all  the  priri- 
*ges  secured  to  tbe  staff  of  tbe  Army,  by  the  act 
f  March  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
birteen,  and  not  incompaiible  with  the  prorisioas 
r  this  act  J  and  that  tbe  r^ulatiens  in  force  be- 
ire  tbe  reduction  of  tbe  Army  be  recognised,  as 
ir  as  the  same  shall  be  found  applicable  to  the 
»rTi6e,  subject  hoirercr  to  such  alterations  as  tbe 
>eerclary  of  War  may  adopt,  with  the  approba- 
on  of  the  President. 

Brno,  10.  And  be  UJkrtker  tnaOed,  That  the 
Kcera  of  the  staff  jprorisiooally  retained  by  the 
residenc,  and  in  tbts  act  enumerated  and  made 
srmaoent,  be  reeogniard  in  aerriee  under  this  act, 
id  that  the  garrison  aurgeona  aad  mates  be  bere- 
ftar  coittidarcd  aa  poat  aBi|«OM{  bmI  hcrMftw 


-the  staff  9i  the  Army  may  be  taken  from  tbaihM 
of  the  Army,  or  from  citizens. 

Sbc.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
ordnanee  department  he  continued  as  at  present 
organiied  nader  the  act  of  FebrtMry  eighth,  oae 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, and  ihatord- 
nanea  offieers  be  aastgned  to  their  dalles  with. the 
staff  of  the  Army,  in  the  sane  maaaer  aafram  ibe 
ooraetf  engincera. 

Bbo.18.  AmAbeUfw^weaeUd,  Thatwbea 
feram  is  not  drawn  in  kind  by  officers  of  the  Arm? 
entitled  thereto,  ei^t  dollars  per  month  for  eaon 
hMe^  not  exceeding  the  aomber  aaihoriMd  by 
existing  regulations,  shall  be  allowed  in  lian 
thereof:  Fnivided,  That  neither  forage  nw  money 
sbatt  be  drawn  by  officers,  but  for  horses  aciaaUy 
kept  by  them  in  aeiriee:  Pramded,  '9lto,  That 
none  except  company  offieers  shall  be  allowed  to 
take  as  serrants  or  waiters  soldiers  of  the  Army, 
and  that  all  officers  be  allowed,  for  each  prirate 
serrant  actually  kept  in  servicej  not  exceeding 
tbe  number  authorized  by  ezistio^  r^ulations, 
the  pay,  rations,  and  clothing  of  a  private  soldier, 
or  money  in  lieu  thereof,  on  a  certificate  setting 
forth  the  name  and  description  of  the  servant  or 
servants,  tn  tbe  pay  account:  Pnvidtd,  a2M», 
That  one  additional  ration  he  allowed  to  all  sob- 
allern  officers  of  the  Army. 

Approved,  April  24, 1816.  ' 


An  Act  eeneemioff  the  entry  of  vsesels  at  the  ports  ol 
MiddleiMm  and  Plymoath. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
make  entry  of  foreign  abrps  or  vessels,  and  of  car- 
goes  which  may  be  on  board  tbe  same,  and  to 
unlade  such  cargoes  respectively,  or  any  part 
thereof,  at  the  port  of  Middletown,  in  the  Slate  of 
Connecticut,  and  at  Plymouth,  in  the  Slate  of 
North  Carolina,  under  tbe  regulations  in  saeb 
cases  by  law  provided. 

Approved,  April  24, 1816. 


An  Act  raskine  appropiistiqns  At  dw  aqppert  of -Ae 
Navy  or  Ike  United  Atstes  fcrtte  yearaaa  Aonaand 
eigbl  heiMlred  and  siataaa. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 

rsnses  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  one  thonsand  eight 
andred  and  sixteen,  the  ndlowing  sums  be;  and 
they  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated,  that  is 
to  say : 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  tbedffieer^aod  pay 
of  the  seamen,  one  mitUoo  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two  thousand  and  fifteen  dollars. 

For  provisions,  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  iboa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  medicine,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  the  sick,  inclodins  those  of  the  ma- 
rine corps,  twentj-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  re|»ir8  of  vessels  three  hundred  thousand 
dollan. 

For  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  military  storey 
two  hundred  and  ten  tbonsand  dollars. 

For  navy  yards,  docks,  and  wharrea,  four  bun* 
dnd  aad  fifty  tbomnd  doUan. 
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For  eootiogtat  ezpOMCS,  iMlodiof  limfht, 
tmnsportitioa,ud  rceniitiiig  expCBtco,  Uiko  htu* 
died  thouaad  dolkfi. 

For  par  aod  sabiiiteMe  oi  tho  mtriM  corps, 
one  haodrcd  and  fortf-ooo  tboosaiid,  one  haadrcd 
•od  aeTeotf-two  dolUrt. 

For  elotbiog  for  the  nme,  tbirtjr-foar  tbowond 
oae  hoodicd  sod  Baly-mx  ddlors. 

For  militaff  uorei  for  tbe  same,  one  tboaiaDd 
one  boadred  and  eigbtr-cigbl  dollan. 

For  eootiofcot  czpeDMs  for  tb«  same,  fourteco 
tboosaod  five  boadred  dollars. 

8B0.3.  AMdUiiJiirtJurmacted.  Tbactbesev- 
ent  appropriaiiont,  heretobcfore  made,  sball  be 
paid  oat  of  moneys  in  tkc  Treasury  sot  otherwise 
appropriated. 

ApproTed,  April  M,  1816. 

An  Act  fcr  tbe  more  ooDTenient  arrsngement  at  tbe 
times  and  places  of  bolding  tbe  Cireoit  Courts  of  tbe 
United  States,  for  tbe  districts  of  Sontb  CaroUoa 
and  Georgia. 

Be  it  enacted,  That,  Trom  and  after  tbe  first 
dajr  of  June  oezt,  tbe  eircait  coaru  ioabd  for  tbe 
sixtb  cireoit  of  tbe  United  States  sbatl  be  beld 
at  the  followinf  times  and  places,  and  no  oibers } 
that  is  to  say,  lor  tbe  dutrict  of  Georgia,  at  Sa- 
Taonah,  on  the  foarieeoth  day  of  December,  in 
everr  yiear,  and  at  Milledgerille,  oo  the  siith  day 
of  Btay  in  erery  year ;  ror  the  district  of  Sootb 
Gaisliia,  at  CurwstaD,  on  tbe  twentieth  day  of 
Norember  io  erery  year,  aad  at  €!(rfambia  on  tbe 
twntietb  day  of  April  in  erery  year;  and  the 
eirenit  courts  for  tbe  taid  districts  respeetirely, 
or  the  cireoit  judge  of  tbe  said  aixih  circuit  is 
authorized  and  required  to  make  all  sucb  rules 
and  orders  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  change  in  time  aad  place  of  boldiD^  the 
said.coorts,  according  to  the  Iroe  intuit  and  mean- 
ing of  this  act. 

Approred,  AprU  34, 1616. 

An  Act  fiir  the  relief  of  certain  parehaeers  of  public 
lands  in  tbe  Missisaip|ri  Tofritoiy. 

^  Be  it  etuicted,  fc.  That  every  person  who, 
unec  tbe  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eigbt 
hundredanddeven,aBd  prior  lotbeeigbteeotbday 
of  June,  (me  tboosaod  eight  handredand  twelve, 
bad  purchased  any  tract  or  traeu  of  public  land 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  not  exceediog  in  the 
whole  six  hundred  aad  rortr  acres,  unless  the 
tract  parehaied  be  a  Iractional  section  or  sections, 
or  fractional  seetioos  etaned  with  an  entire  sec- 
tion, and  whose  lands  bare  not  alrrady  been  ac- 
toally  sold  or  rererted  to  the  United  States  for 
non-payment  of  part  of  tbe  purchase  money,  aball 
be  allowed  the  further  time  of  two  years  and  eight 
months  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  pres- 
ent period  already  giren  by  law  for  completing 
the  payment  of  tbe  said  purchase  money ;  wliich 
fortner  term  of  two  years  and  eight  months  shall 
be  allowed  only  on  the  condition,  that  all  arrears 
of  interest  oo  tbe  purchase  money  shall  hare  been 
paid  on  or  before  tbe  time  shall  bare  expired  foe 


eonpleting  the  pay— ent  of  the  ptnkutwKK 
Pnmded,  ThatiaalleaaesiawhiebtWiiKk 


eamplectng  tbe  payment  <^  the  pncbue  awf 
may  bare  expired,  or  shall  ezpir^  taftttikli 
day  of  July  neat,  tbe  interest  may  befuiMei 
before  that  day.  Bittiaeaseoffailsrtiip^j 
ettber  the  arrears,  or  the  residue  of  ptiicijit  ria 
tbe  aeeroing  interest,  as  b  hereia  pmM,tki 
tmot  of  land  shall  forthwith  be  sdvtniinl 
offered  for  mle,  in  the  mme  aaaBa-niate 
sane  terms,  as  is  directed  by  law  is  csttofbik 
not  paid  for  wltliin  the  limited  lens,  vk  m 
revert  in  like  maaner,  if  tbe  sou  tee,  viU ii» 
est,  be  net  at  BOob  sale  biddea  and  pi  Ams 
eases  wbete  any  tract  or  tracts ot  haJiam 
Territory,aot  exceediagio  tbewkoic^ubnW 
and  forty  acres,  unless  tbe  tract  be  i 
aaetioo  or  sections,  or  fraetioaal  seeiiduniaii 
with  an  entire  section  hart  siace  tbe  SniM 
October  last,  revorted  to  the  UaiicJ  Sam* 
defanlt  of  payttenl,  the  origiaal  perekiff  aif 
again  eater  the  same  tiaet  or  tiaett  X  w 
at  which  snch  tract  or  tiacu  wete  erifiMq*^ 
and  all  moneys  whieh  soeb  orifisil 
may  have  paid  shall  be  repbetd  to 
tbe  reeeirer  of  pablte  moneys 
which  the  land  may  lie,  and  hkIi 
sball  be  aUowed  tbe  same  beacfiaof  tkeatM*» 
of  tbe  time  of  payineat  creaierf  tf.'y  'glg 
though  00  sooh  reversion  had  eoaneo:  niw 
Thatsvefa  original  porchaaeritoBwy 
proper  officer  soeh  applicatioB  J*""! 
as  is  required  by  law  for  the  estryof  lww"'^ 
before  the  first  day  of  JiUy  Bexl,s«l  t^|^ 
so  reverted  shall  not  have  then  F*"^ 
ttwid. 

Approved,  April  94,  181& 

Aa  Act  aupleiMttteiy  to  aa  eiC ^^'^^ 
pantbif  beanlieB  in  iMds  and  arts  " 

Oanadiaa  wilnntesrs  " 

Be  U  enacted,  fc-  That  inst«d  «f fJ«K 
rer  of  the  United  States,  as  is  pre^np«<J  . 
third  section  of  the  act  to  which  (tii>  ■ 
ment,  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  "f  ^  T 
Sutes  be,  and  he  Is  hereby,  aoiborafd  i" -J 
quired  to  pay  to  each  of  the  persons  <'*^"T^ 
the  act  abore  recited,  according  to'^'P"^ 
thereof,  three  months*  pay  in  td"!'*"""  "ii 
which  they  may  have  beco  preriooilT  "Jj^ 
according  to  the  rank  they  respectireiy  "V 
tbe  Army  of  tbe  United  States  donil 
war. 

Approved,  Apfil  S6^  1816. 


An  Aetdedaiing  the  aaaent  «f  OoBfH**^ 
the<ieneral  Assembly  of  the  Stats  of 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  H»e 
is  hereby  given  and  declared  -in  itf"" 

ercl  Assembly  of  Virginia,  entiiW 
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e  tweni7-Meood  dsy  of  Pebruirf,  in  the  year 
le  thoauDd  eight  handred  and  uxtcca. 
Approved,  April  36,  ISlft. 

a  Act  mraTding  the  effien*  and  crew  ofthe  Coniti- 
tntioQ,  for  the  eeptore  of  the  Britidi  dof^H^wir 
LevtDt 

Bt  it  madedf  fc.  That  the  PresldeDt  of  the 
niled  State*  be,  and  he  hereby  it,  aathorized  to 
.▼edislribnted  as  prize  money,  to  Captain  Chas. 
:evart,  late  of  the  frigate  Constitniion,  his  offi- 
fB  aod  crew,  the  sam  of  tweDiy-ftre  thoasaod 
)llan,  for  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop-of-war 
■vaot;  aod  that  the  sum  of  twenty-fire  thou- 
ad  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
t  otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  the  same  is 
reby,  appropriated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
Approred,  April  2^  1816. 


I  Act  Mthoriiiog  the  pannent  of  a  earn  of  ame^ 
to  John  T.  Coortnay  and  Saorad  Haniion^  or  their 
legal  re^CMBtatives. 

Be  it  enacted,  fe^  That  the  SeereUry  of  the 
vasory  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  auihorized  and  re- 
ired  to  {Mjr  to  John  T.  Gounnair  and  Samuel 
irrison,citrzeD8Df  Vir^iola,  or  if  either  of  both  of 
!m  be  dead,  then  to  their  legal  represeotatires,  the 
n  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-fire  dollars,  to 
equally  divided  between  them ;  which  sum  is 
id  tbem  in  consequence  of  their  exerttoDs  in 
ring  from  being  destroyed  by  fire,  ihe  gunboat 
loooer  Asp,  beloDgiog  to  the  United  Siates, 
len  she  was  set  on  fire  and  left  burning  by  the 
emy,  afier  having  been  t|ken  by  them  io  an 
;ioo  in  the  month  of  July,  one  thonsand  eight 
ddred  and  thirteen,  in  the  riTer  Potomac. 
Approved,  April  2d,  1816. 

,  A«t  ertablishing  a  port  of  dcliTery  tit  the  town  of 
the  Bsyoa  St.  John. 

Be  it  enaetedj4c^  That  the  town  of  the  Bayou 
,  John,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, shall  be  a  port 
delivery ;  that  a  surveyor  shall  be  appointed  (o 
ide  at  said  port;  that  all  ships  and  vessels 
ind  to  said  port  shall,  after  proceeding  thereto, 
1  making  report  and  entry,  at  the  port  of  New 
leans,  within  the  time  limited  by  law,  be  per- 
iled lo  anlada  their  cargoes  at  the  mid  town 
the  BayoQ  St.  John^  or  at  the  basin  of  iba 
lal  of  Carondolet,  adjoining  the  city  of  New 
leans,  ooder  the  rules  and  regulations  ptescrtbed 
law. 

3bc.  2.  And  be  it  JtartKer  enactedy  That  so  much 
the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
id  eight  hundred  and  tour,  entitled  "An  act  for 
ing  and  colleeiiog  duties  on  imports  and  lon- 
{«,  within  the  territories  ceded  to  the  United 
lies  by  the  treaty  of  ihe  thirtielh  of  April  ,  one 
msand  eight  hundred  and  three,  between  the 
lited  States  and  the  French  Republic,  aod  for 
er  purposes,*'  as  is  contrary  to  ibis  act,  is  here- 
repealed. 

^proved,  April  26, 1816. 
14th  Com.  IstSsss.— 59 


An  Act  sapfrfeinentuy  to  the  act  to  provide  additional 
rerenaea  for  dsfrajing  the  ezpeoaes  of  GoTemment 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by  laying  a  direct 
tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  pronde  for  aa> 
seising  and  collecting  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  in  regard  to  the  direct 
tax  imposed  by  the  act  of  Concress,  passed  the 
fifth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen,  and  to  any  other  direct  tax  that  maj  h« 
hereafter  imposedj  the  enumerations,  valuations^ 
and  assessments  nrst  made,  or  to  be  made,  in 
virtue  of  the  'Act  to  provide  additional  rerenoes 
for  defrajriog  the  expenses  of  Gorernmeat  and 
maintaining  the  publie, credit,  by  laying  a  direct 
tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for 
assessing  and  collecting  the  sam^"  passed  the 
□inth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hnadntd 
and  fifteen,  shall  reniain  unchanged,  except  inso- 
much ss  the  respective  amounts  of  tax  may  be 
afilected  by  the  augmentation  or  diminution  oi  the 
aggr^te  tax  laid,  or  to  be  laid,  and  the  property 
so  enumerated,  valued,  and  assessed,  shall  con- 
tiaue  liable,  with  such  qualification,  to  the  taxes 
so  assessed,  subject  only  to  the  changes  herein- 
after provided  for,  and  to  those  that  may  arise 
from  the  correction  of  errors,as  authorized  by  the 
last  recited  act. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
changes  to  be  made  in  the  said  enumeration^ 
valuations,  and  assessments,  aod  in  the  subseqneal 
revisions  thereof,  shall  he  relative  to  the  first  day 
of  June  io  the  present  year,  and  in  every  subse- 
quent year  in  which  a  direet  tax  maybe  imposed, 
shall  be  effected  by  the  prineipa)  assessors,  with- 
out the  emplovmeot  or  assistant  assessws,  and 
shall  extend  tophe  supplying  omissions  of  assca* 
sable  property,  to  the  iransfers  of  real  estate  and 
sUves,  to  the  changes  of  residents  aod  non-resi- 
dents, to  the  burning  or  destruction  of  houses  or 
other  fixed  improvemenu  of  real  estate,  to  the 
exemption  of  property  that  may  have  ceased  |o 
be  assessable,  and  to  the  assessmeal  of  property 
that  may  have  ceased  to  be  exempted  from  asses- 
ment,  to  such  other  oases  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  find  it  necessary  in  the  furtherance 
of  justice  specially  to  authorize,  and  to  the  birih 
or  death  of  slaves,  or  their  running  .away,  or 
otherwise  becoming  useless :  Pnmdad,  That 
ehanges  in  the  last  case  shall  be  solely  where  the 
lax  standing  chsrgeable  to  any  person  for  ^vea 
would  be  diminished  by  the  valuation  on  the  said 
first  day  of  June  of  all  those  then  owned  by  such 
person,  excepting  those  obtained  by  iranHcri  in 
which  ease  the  reduction  in  the  raiuation  shall 
be  equal  to  the  difference  between  the  amount  of 
the  original  and  existing  Taluation. 

Ssa  3.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  principal  assessors, 
,  within  fifteen  days  from  the  first  of  June,  to  at- 
tend io  person,  or  io  case  of  his  sickness,  by  ■ 
deputy  to  be  sppointed  by  him,  at  six  several 
places  within  his  district  most  conveoieot  to  the 
inhabitants,  the  courthouses  being  of  the  number, 
exoept  where  they  exeeed  six,  and  then  at  eaeh 
court-house  within  the  district,  for  one  full  dajr 
at  eaeh  place,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  any  'Of 


Digitized  by 


PukUc  Ael»  V  Omgnta. 


ftroHrtiMi  u  (« the  efat»gM  as  wi^nmU,  whick 
•My  ban  taken  place  wince  the  preccdisg  asseu- 
nent  or  reviaioD,  wbicb  ioforoiaUon  ithall  be 
giTCD  io  wrttiog  noder  tbe  siffoalare  of  the  person 
wboM  tax  may  be  affected  thereby ;  of  which  at- 
tfBdaoee,  and  tbe  object  tbereof  the  said  priaci- 

El  aisewor  shall,  <»  or  bdbre  the  fifteenth  day  of 
■y  preceding,  eaoaa  notice  to  be  giren,  which 
•etiee  shall  be  iaserted  three  timaa  weekly  ia  all 
the  newspapers  paUished  within  bit  district,  and 
li  hnndhills,  to  be  j^oeted  Dp  at  all  the  court* 
hoOMS  therein ;  caasiog,  at  the  sanoe  time  and  In 
the  ttme  mode,  notice  to  be  ^ren  that  be  will 
•Utod  to  hear  appeals  relatiTe  to  ,  any  such 
^wnges  at  the  times  and  places  herein  specified 
therefor. 

Bm.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
ef  tbe  said  priooipaf  assessors  shall,  within  ua 
iay*  •fler  the  said  fifteen  days,  according  to  the 
inrormatioa  so  reeeired,  or  to  any  other  informa- 
tion satisfactory  to  him,  revise  the  general  Usu 
for  his  district,  and  note  in  a  snpiUementary  form 
meh  changes  as  shall  appear  to  him  lo  have  oo- 
earred;  and  ihatl,  within  the  said  term  of  ten 
dn][s,  make  oot  a  distinct  statement  of  each  change, 
which  shall  include  tbe  name  of  the  person  so 
liable  10  ttz,  and  the  valaatlon  of  the  property, 
•ad  shall  either  eaase  tbe  same  to  be  deurercd  to 
■neb  pereon,  or  to  be  put  in  tbe  mail,  addressed  to 
Irim  or  ber,  and  directed  to  the  po^t  office  nearest 
(9  his  or  ber  abode,  agreeably  to  tbe  best  inform- 
ation of  the  said  principal  assessor,  with  a  notifi- 
cation of  the  times  and  places  of  hearing  any 
appeals  that  may  be  made,  as  beretoafter  pro- 
vided  for:  Prwided,  That  no  sneh  notice  need 
be  gtren  to  persons  not  residing  within  the  dis- 
trict. 

Sao.  5.  Axdbeit^rther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  doty  of  the  said  principal  assessor  teatteod 
at  tbe  sereral  places  aforesaid  within  his  district, 
within  fifteen  days  from  tbe  expiration  of  the  ten 
days  aforesaid,  for  at  least  one  day  at  each  court- 
honse,  for  the  purpoae  of  leeeiviDg  any  appeals 
that  may  be  miade  in  writing  as  to  tbe  cnanges 
*faeyid,  which  ehangea  afaall  be  open  to  the  in- 
MMtiott  of  any  person  who  may  apply  to  in^iect 
Otatne. 

Bio.  6.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That  the 
ebanget  aforesaid  shall  be  made  in  the  following 
nnnner,  and  according  to  tbe  following  princi- 
ples, in  addition  to  those  hereinbefore  stated,  that 
u  to  say : 

In  all  cases  that  relate  to  real  estate,  aod  to  the 
transfer  of  stares,  other  than  is  herein  specially 
provided  for,  ihe  rate  at  which  the  same  were  or 
woold  have  been  ralued  under  the  aet  aforesaid, 
nassed  the  ninth  of  Jantiary,  one  thousand  eight 
■raadred  and  fifteen^  shall,  aa  Dear  as  may  be,  be 
maintained ;  exeeptmg  where  a  partial  alienation 
in  real  estate  shall  oeeor,  in  wbieb  case  the  ori- 
ftnal  tax  sbalt  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
parts  according  to  their  existing  value. 
,  In  all  other  eases  relative  to  slaves,  tbe  valna- 
nen  shall  be  made  according  to  their  existing 

In  euaa  in  which  rat  property  ahall  hare  bean 


once  sold  for  taxes, and  pmehased  en  behoof  ihw 
United  States,  such  property  shall,  noiwiifaimaA- 
ing,  cootinoe  to  be  eotued  on  the  geneml  Una, 
and  tbe  tax  lists,  in  the  name  of  the  original  pre* 
prietor,  until  tbe  period  allowed  for  the  redemp- 
tion thereof  shall  have  cxpired.after  which,  aolem 
redeemed,  it  tfhalt  be  stricken  therefrom  \  hot  nAca 
being  so  purchased  it  shall  not,  while  it  icnwae 
unredeemed,  be  again  sold  for  any  other  dheet 
tax;  and,  during  such  period,  the  redamfiinn 
thereof  shall  only  be  effected  on  the  pnyment  oC 
all  the  taxes,  additions,  and  charges  doe  thereof 
tbe  same  as  if  it  still  continued  the  propntyct 
the  original  owner,  and  as  if  it  bad  been  sold 
each  accruing  tax ;  and  the  collectora  tball,  en 
rendering  the  proper  accounts,  be  credited  for  the 
amount  of  taxes  on  property  thus  cootioningan- 
redeemed. 

Any  person  becoming  tbe  owner  of  a  slave  by 
trapsler  to  bim  from  a  district  other  than  that  ia 
which  be  re8idea,shall,at  the  time  and  place  pse- 
•cribed  by  the  ibitd  eectioa  of  this  aei,  farMsh 
tbe  principal  assessor  with  a  irtatemeoi,  speeiCy- 
ing  the  sex  and  sge  of  such  slave,  who  sha&  be 
valued  according  to  his  or  her  eiiating  ralne  j  and 
any  such  person  who  shall  n^leei  to  faiwiak  a 
statement,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  som  noCeKceed- 
iag  tea  doUan }  one  half  thereof  for  the  nee  of  tha 
United  Siatei^  and  the  other  half  tw  the  ose  <rf 
tbe  informer.  Aod  where  a  tiaas/er  of  a  alATC 
shall  he  made  by  a  person  residing  within  one 
district  to  a  person  residing  in  aaoiher,  vhich 
shall  become  known  to  tbe  principal  «*Tf3»or  of 
the  former  district,  he  shall  forthwith  adviae, 
through  the  mail,  tbe  principal  sssesaor  of  the 
latter  district  tliereof,  wito  shall,  in  case  the  siaie- 
meot  aforesaid  shall  not  have  been  rendered  as 
afuresaid,  institute  a  prosecution  against  the  per- 
son to  whom  the  transfer  has  been  nude  for  the 
said  penalty. 

In  all  cases  tbe  individull  statements  of  Ganges 
shall  be  made  out  in  such  a  manner  as  may  be 
directed  by  the  fmnefpnl  aamsaor.aad  ahau,w 
their  form,  be  as  similar  «s  praetieaala  to  iha  Mm 
taken  at  the  preceding  assessment. 

Bw.7.  AsidheitJur^eMeltdt  Thni,forihf 

Jiorpese  of  ioeuring  a  correel  exeentioo  of  the  eb- 
eots  aforesaid,  the  principal  asseasoi*  abnll  ttke 
and  pursue  all  other  lawful  measures,  by  the  ea- 
amination  of  record^  the  entry  m  tbe  premism, 
or  by  %ny  other  Mttsfaetory  proo^  which  ihiy 
shall  consider  neeeswy. 

Sao.  a  Andbe  it  Jwiher  maeted,  That,  wtthia 
thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  tioMalloa* 
ted  as  aforesaid  to  the  bearing  of  app«aK  it  ibaU 
be  the  duty  of  tbe  principal  aaseseor  in  cac^  dm- 
trict  to  revise,  agreeably  to  his  deebioa  and  the 
ioformation  he  may  po&sess,  tbe  enuaaesMiiMi 
and  valuattoDs  aforesaid,  correcting  the 
agreeably  to  the  changes  aforesaid,  aod  to 
out  a  complete  corrected  list  of  aU  ibe  eon 
lione  and  valoaUons  io  his  district,  ngreeaUt  w 
the  form  prescribed  by  the  aet  afioresaid.  pasMd 
the  ninth  of  JaniMry,oae  tluHMnod  right  hns^ril 
and  filteen,  which  the  said  pincipal  aaaaisui  ihall 
aignmdpfeserrauBMvhiaeAciai  pafansMd 
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hnimr  to  mtda  mt  and  dclinr  to  the  coReetor, 
irithio  the  samt  timt,  agniablf  io<tfae  tWtat^- 
ini  lectioD  of  the  said  act,  the  tam  liiis  therein 
leoigoated,  made  to  conform  to  saeh  changes ; 
irhflpeufoo  the  rMfeedn  ateps  reqviNd  bj  the 
proTisioos  of  thetMd  ae^  Dot  ibcompatible  with 
ifaosc  praeribeitl  by  this aet, dnll  bapqnMd. 

8co,  9.  AMdbettfiu-lktr  cntftrf,  Tint  to  iMcb 
>f  the  thir<|^-Diath  seetiott  of  the  «et  «forea»d, 
pMsed  the  Dioth  of  Jnauutjj  ene  tbetMnnd  aicbt 
twadred  mad  ftfteta,  as  reipeeta  the  tine  wtthia 
irhieh  transfers  aad  cbaiigei  of  prOfwriy  iball  be 
iwerlaitted,  aad  the  aakiog  OM  aad  delirctjr  of 
the  lists  tbaeof,  be,  and  the  aoae  ave  herebf ,  re- 
galed. 

Sao.  10.  And  6*  it  Jurthte  ettaeted.  That  ia 
»se  may  eireaoutanee  sbaU  pmrent  a  coaplia&ee, 
ta  point  of  time,  widi  the  foregoing  proTistons, 
Lhe  steps  reqaiied  shall  nevertheless  be  ufcen 
hereafter;  ia  which  erent  the  same  notices sbiti 
w  given,  and  the  same  terias  itf  time  be  atlotted 
o.  the'performaoce  »f  the  several  duties  that 
irojold  ban  beea  EequiaiiB  htul  no  saeh  failDA 
ixuted. 

Sao.  11.  And  be  U  JuHker  Moetfd,  That  the 
tuties  aforesaid,  reqaired  of  the  principal  assee* 
lors,  and  the  eompeasalion  for  the  perlbrmance 
hereof,  shall  be  confined  to  those  Slates  which 
ihall  not  bare  assamed  ibo  paf  ment  of  the  direct 
ax  laid  in  any  year,or,  having  assanied, shall  not 
lave  duly  paid  the  same. 

Sko.  13.  And  be  it  fiiriher  enaeUd,  That  in 
tefauU  of  the  performance  of  the  duties  enjaioed 
ly  this  act  on  any  principal  assessor,  be  shall  for- 
eit  and  pay,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  a 
mm  not  eiceediog  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
loed  for  and  recovered  io  the  natae  of  the  United 
States  in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdic- 
ion. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  Jur^  enacUd,  That  all 
etters  to  and  from  the  principal  assessors,  rela- 
iva  to  their  official  daiie^  shall  be  uansmitted 
■nm  of  P<M>^  And  any  principal  assessor  who 
ihall  pot  hisTrank  oa  any  other  tetter,  shall  for- 
feit and  pav  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  the  whole  of 
which  shall  be  for  the  uie  of  the  person  who 
iball  give  tnformatioD  thereof. 

Sac.  li.AndbeitJwrtha'enaeted,  Thit  in  Men 
tf  the  compensations  heretofore  allowed  to  the 
mneipal  assessors,  they  shall  renpectirely  re- 
ieive,  for  every  year  in  which  a  direct  tsx  shall 
w  laid,  a  salary  of  two  hundred  dollars,  and  three 
lollars  for  every  hundred  taxable  persons  con- 
aioed  in  the  tax  lists  delivered  to  the  collectors, 
logetber  with  an  allowance  for  their  necessary 
lod  reasonable  charges  for  books  and  stationery 
ised  in  the  execution  of  their  duties,  which  said 
lutiea  shall  be  considered  as  embracing  the  cur- 
ectioD  of  errors,  as  authorized  by  law.  And  the 
president  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  be  is 
leteby,  authorized  to  augment,  in  cases 'where 
le  shall  deem  it  necessary,  the  foregoing  com- 
leDsfttiona:  Provided,  That  there  shall  not  be 
illowed  toanyoaepriaerpal  a9sessor,iD  aorraeb 
fear,  more  than  two  hundred  dollars,  in  additioa 
a'his  AsbA  wpMMloai  M  froMUdf  that 


the  whole  extra  amooat  thns  allowed  Bbsll  hot 
exceed  in  such  year  ten  thousand  dinars.  And 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  act  Into  effeel, 
there  is  hereby  appropriated,  in  each  year  it 
which  a  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,  a  sam  of  «m 
haadved  thawand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  aM 
ueney  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  tpptapt^ 
ated :  iVwfJid,  That  any  othev  •xtstitog  apftr^^ 
priatloa  for  the  said  pnrposea  be,  and  the  saHUI 
n  hereby,  repealed. 

8m.  ».  And  be  U  fwriher  macttd,  That  It 
IwQ  of  the  lime  now  fixed  by  law  fbr  the  eom^ 
nenceiaent  of  the  oolleeiidn  of  the  direbt  fax,  It 
shall  be  in  each  district  insaediately  subMqneM 
» the  day  oo  which  the  tax  lists  shall  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  eolleetor  thereof. 

Sbo.  16.  And  be  it  fitrlher  enaatei,  that  it 
alt  eases  in  which  a  tax  shall  be  ehamed  for 
slaves,  the  real  Mate  of  the  person  ebargeii 
therewith  may  be  sold  therefor,  in  the  san^  ftah^ 
ner  as  for  a  tax  due  thereon:  boc  no  slaves  sold 
for  taxes  shall  be  ptHahaaed  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States. 

Sbo.  17.  And  btiUfwtimr  miaeUd,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  cha  TneMxy 
to  assign  to  the  comnissioscr  «  the  reveaue  the 
duty  of  superintending  the  assessor's  valuations 
and  assessmeols,  under  the  laws  imposing  a  di- 
rect tax,  as  well  as  the  collection  of  the  tax,  sub- 
ject to  his  directions  and  control,  according  to  the 
powers  vested  in  him  by  law. 

Sgo.  is.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted^  That  the 
foregoing  provision^;  shall  apply  to  any  diMct  tax 
imposed  or  to  be  imposed  upon  the  District  of 
Colombia,  and  shall  be  and  remain  in  force,  any- 
thing in  any  former  act  or  acu  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sio.  19.  Provided  alw^/e,  and  be  it  fiirther 
enacted.  That  the  equalizaiioo  and  apportion- 
ment of  the  direct  tax  made  in  the  year  eighteen 
hniidred  and  fifteen  by  the  board  of  principal  a»> 
sessors  for  the  State  of  Delaware,  ia  virtoe  of  ihn 
before  recited  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  provlda 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Oovernment  and  maiotaioing  the  public  credit 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  Siate^ 
and  to  provide  for  the  assessing  and  diHeirting 
the  same,**  shall  not  be  in  force  or  have  any  effect 
as  it  relates  to  that  Stale's  jgvoth  of  the  direct 
taoi  Imposed  by  the  act  <rf'  Congress,  pasaed  thd 
fifth  day  of  laareh,  one  thousand  eight  hondrat 
and  sixteen,  or  that  shall  be  imposed  by  any  sob« 
sequent  act  of  Congress ;  and  it  shall  be  the  datf 
of  the  said  bmrd  of  principal  assessors  to 
convene  in  general  meeting  on  the  first  Mooday 
:  in  Jnae  next,  at  Dover,  in  the  said  Sute,  and 
then  and  there  dillgentlyaqd  carefully  reconsider 
and  te-exaorioe  the  several  lisM  of  valoatloa  for 
the  direct  tax  for  the  said  State,  for  the  year  oa« 
thoasaad  eight  handred  and  fourteen,  and  they 
shall  have  power  to  revise,  alter,  readjust,  and 
eqoalize  the  several  li*u  of  valuaiion  aforesaid 
for  the  counties  of  the  said  Sute  reMeetirely,  by 
adding  thereto  or  dedoeilog  therefrom  sneh  a 
rate  per  eentam.  as  shall  reader  the  valuaUon  trf 
(ha  M  emuttlM  nktinly  ivhI  tMordiif  M 
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th*  pnmt  aetoal  m4jr  dummjt  tcIm  of  U«  prop- 
«f(f  SMMcd  and  emtained  u  ttw  ttid  lists  of 
nfMtioD ;  and  sball  ihereopoo  apportioa  to  each 
couBtjr  in  the  said  Siat«  a  qaou  of  the  lax  bear- 
iaf  the  same  propottimi  to  the  whole  direct  tax 
inpoaed  oo  the  Suie  ai  the  agfregate  raloaiioa 
of  each  eoaatjr  bean  to  the  aggregate  Taluatiea 
of  the  Slate;  «iid  the  Talaalioa.eqnalinUoDraBd 
apportioDBMot  w  made  kjr  the  board  of  principal 
assessors  aforesaid,  shall  be  io  fall  force  and  op- 
fltatiooj  and  remain  nnehanged,  subject  oolf  to 
tba  exeeptioas  contaiaed  ta  the  first  section  of 
this  act  \  aod  the  said  board  of  principal  asaaeaors 
ahall,  wiihia  tiraitf  days  after  iheir  mcetipg^  as 
hciciDbefort  diraeudi  eompleta  the  said  raTieuw, 
cqoalizatioD,  and  ap^rUonnHat,  aad  aball  re- 
•ord  the  lame,  and  ia  alt  rei|icets,  not  herein 
otbervisa  directed,  shall  eenform  to  the  prori- 
aiow  conuincd  in  the  act  ia  this  saeUoD  first 
aboTo  recited. 
Approved,  April  36^  1816. 

Ab  Act  fix- A*  rsUef of  a  eompaiV  of  the  twentieth  brig- 
ade ef  Vinpnia  militia,  eepimanded  bj  Captain 
ieMAhan  Waady. 

JSe  ft  enocCed,^.,  That  the  sceoantiDg  officers 
of  the  War  Department  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
avthorized  and  directed  to  audit  and  settle  the 
claims  of  sach  of  the  commissioned  officers,  non^ 
eommtsuoned  officers,  masicians,  and  prirates  of 
the  Virginia  militia,  lately  uader  the  command 
of  Captain  Jonathan  WamMy,  while  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Uoiied  Siatps,  as  served  a  tonr  of 
doty  at  Norfulk,  aod  to  allow  them,  in  the  settle- 
nent  thereof,  the  amoant  of  their  pay  while  in 
the  serriee  of  the  United  State*,  which  was 
drawn  in  their  behalf  by  the  said  Captain  Warns- 
ly,  after  their  discharge  from  serrie^  and  not 
|Hitd  over  to  them. 

Sea  2.  Ani  be  U  farther  enacted,  That  the 
tmoont  of  the  laid  claims  shall  be  paid  oat  of 
■ay  money  Id  the  Tteasnry  not  otherwise  appro- 
frialed. 

Approved,  AprU  S6, 1816. 


An  Act  for  the  relisf  of  the  Bnpsnison  of  ths  oaooty 

ef  CliatOB,  ia  the  Stale  ef  Now  Terk. 

BtU  mUKUd^  ^  That  the  eonmissloaer  to 
W  appointed  byvirtoeof  the  act,  entitled  ^Aa 
ftet  to  anihorize  the  payment  for  properif  loet, 
aapturcd  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the 
BBHitary  serTiee  of  the  United  Siaiire,  aod  for 
other  purposes,"  passed  April  ninth,  one  ihoosand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
antborixed  and  directed  to  audit  .and  settle  the 
claim  of  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Clinton, 
io  the  Bute  of  New  Tork,  for  the  dettroctien  of 
the  cooft-honse  of  the  said  county,  by  order  of 
Gefteral  Alexander  Macomb,  by  aseeruining,  or 
caoitog  to  be  ascertained,  the  value  thereof,  ia 
tbe  manner  and  form  prescHbed  by  Uia  provi- 
aions  of  the  aforesaid  act. 

8go.S.  And  be  it/iuiAer  enacted,  That  the 
Uaoant  thereof,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
fudtoUwantd  anparvieora  for  tbt  be&efit  of  the 


eooniy  of  Clint^,  out  of  any  awMf  ii  ii 
Trawvy  not  otmwtaa  appcminaiii 
ApprevaJ,  AyU  »,  ISK 

Am  Actavdwraing  the  peymsatflf  sanarfaaf 
to  JsBiM  Le*inih 

Be  itenactedy  ^  That  the  SKrettiriTJht 
Tceasnry  be,  and  ha  is  her^.aatbarwittlK- 
quired  to  pay,  oat  of  any  mmey  ia  the  Ttaar; 
not  other wiee  apprapriatedj  the  sam  of  irtb» 
dred  dollars,  to  James  Leviai,of  SontkCtnlin, 
or  to  his  legal  represealatire,  which  iMafi>t 
hundred  dulars  ia  paid  to  him  osaaotiiiwif 
the  aenae  encertaincd  by  CoigTCH  of  kanle 
and  good  eondnei,  in  naving  iceapiand,  line 
and  onasniCad,  tbe  schooner  Saatet^  isp^ 
with  a  midshifMaan  aad  four  seaiacQ  of  ikBo- 
tish  iMvy,  whteh  prisoners  were  delirmduth 
marshal  of  tbe  diauiet  of  Sooth  Ctnl|M,iii 
also  as  eompenaaiioo  for  the  prisoaeniildK 

Approved,  April  S6, 1816. 

An  Act  litr  the  M&er  ef  the  widow  siddMMitf 
Chsriea  Dolpii,  dtemi 

Be  U  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  Swretiff  if4e 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  iimttiioW 
to  the  widow  of  Charles  Dolpb,  iKOsed^hie^ 
Saybrook,  in  the  Bute  of  CoDaeeiicB^'^/"^ 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  tue  of  Aene/Tiod 
the  children  of  the  said  Dolph,  (vho  wu  kiM 
during  tbe  late  war  with  Great  Btituo,  la  a 
engagement  between  a  party  of  roInntMn 
in  said  town  of  Saybroolr,  aod  tbeeievo'^^' 
tisb  privateer  called  tbe  Rovfr,]  in  coniidcnON 
of  the  capture  of  five  British  priwoers  oi  iW 
occasion,  which  prisoners  were  ielinai  ow  i< 
the  marshal  of  the  United  States  for  Ikeww 
of  Conneetieni.  .  .  . 

Seo.  S.  And  be  it JuHker  enaOd,  Tbin* 
money  herein  grantca  bepaidoatofaB/***]" 
in  tbe  Treasury  not  otherwise  appn^'"'''' 

Approved,  April  86^  1816. 

An  Act  to  increase  the  compensotioBi  ^^"^ 
bj  law  to  Injectors,  Metsaim,  Wcifm"' 
thagen,  employed  in  tbe  collection  of  llw 
Se  ftenoctec^^.,  That  an  additioaoffiftjl^ 
cent,  upon  ibe  sums  atlomd  as  c<"OP""?'^ 
inspectors,  or  |Krsans  acting  as  occosioouii^ 
ors,  employed  in  aid  of  the  coitomi,  "Lj. 
measurers,  weighers,  or  gaogeri,  by  tbe  vAt"*^ 
lied  "An  act  to  esublisl  tbe  wnP^^^JI^ 
officers  employed  in  tbe  collection  of  the  W*"- 
imposts  and  tonnage,  and  for  other 
passed  00  the  second  of  March,  oae 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  H"**'^ 
is  hereby,  allowed  to  the  said  ^^'t^^^^^zl 
ers.  weighers,  or  gaugers,  to  be 
fiea  and  paid,  under  the  reguUlions  pRtenB" 
the  abovementiooed  act. 
Approved,  April  26, 1816. 

An  Aa  for  the  nlief  ef  Tonng  Ki8f.«di(f^* 
Seneca  tribe  of  ladisM. 
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Departmnt  of  War  and  h«  it  heKl>f,  aoiber- 
Kco  mmi  reqaifcd,  to  cause  to  be  paid  to  Xoang 
Cing,  a  chief  of  the  fitcneei  tribe  oif  loduu,  qnar- 
er  yearljr,  the  earn  of  fiftr  dollars,  amoantioff  to 
he  sum  of  two  baodred  dollars  per  annaiD,  dar- 
ng  tbe  term  of  hia  natural  life,  as  a  eomjien- 
ation  for  the  brare  aod  meritorious  serriees 
ehich  be  rendered  the  United  Slates  in  the  late 
var  with  Qreat  Britain,  and  ai  a  proTisioa  for 
he  woood  aad  dliabtliijr  which  he  receired  ia 
fat  perfomMoec  of  those  terrieea. 

Sto.  ».  Andbe  itjkrtli$r  ataOed,  That  the 
aid  ram  be  paid  out «  anj  money  la  the  Treaa- 
ttf  mat  othcrwiae  appropnated. 

ApproTcd,  April  1816. 

bi  Act  aothorinDg  the  peymant  fbr  the  Ceart-Honae 
of  Hsjoilton,  ia  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  iha  oommisiioner  to 
>e  appointed  by  virlue  of  the  act,eDtitled  "An 
ci  to  aathorixe ,  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
pptu/ed,  or  deatroyed  by  tbe  ODemTf  while  in  the 
nilitary  service  of  the  Unitad  Biates,  and  for 
ther  purposes,"  passed  the  ninth  of  April,  one 
lioiwand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  be,  and  be 
I  herebjr,  authorized  and  directed  to  audit  aod 
Bttle  the  claim  of  tbe  couoty  of  Hamilton,  in  the 
Itatfl  of  ^QhitL  for  tbe  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
ounty  eoDtt-house  while  occupied  by  tbe  troops 
f  the  Ignited  States,  by  ascertaioin^^,  or  causing 
0  be  ascertained,  tbe  value  thereof,  19  the  manr 
ler  and  form  prescribed  by  the  aforesaid  act. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  tbe 
mount  thereof,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
>aid  to  the  propei  authority,  out  of  any  money  in 
be  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropciaWd. 

Approved,  April  26, 1816. 


Vn  Act  fbr  die  relief  of  John  Oroaby  and  Ons. 
by,  janior. 

Be  ii  enacted,  f  c,  Tbat  the  proper  accountiog 
ifficers  of  tbe  Nary  Department  be,  and  they  are 
tereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  audit  and  settle 
be  claim  of  John  Cioaby  and  John  Crosby,  ju- 
lior,  on  acconnt  of  the  destruction  by  fire  01  their 
tore-house,  goods,  aod  wharf,  in  the  town  of 
lampden,  in  tbe  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  to 
II0W  them,  in  tbe  settlement  thereof,  tbe  value 
f  the  snid  property  destroyed  as  aforesaid. 

Ssa  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  the 
mooat  thereof,  when  so  ascertained,  tball  be 
aid  to  the  said  John  Crosby  and  John  Crosby, 
unior,  out  of  any  money  in  tht  Treasury  net 
iherwiae  appropriated. 

Approred,  April  26, 1816. 

Ok  Act  Ut  the  reUef  of  the  PnaidaM  and  OtMeters 
of  tbe  WashUittoa  Bridge  Oempany. 
Be  it  enacted,  That  the  eommiastoner  to 
«  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
ct  to  aothorize  the  payment  for  property  loet, 
■ptorcd,  or  deatroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
lie  military  service  of  the  United  States,  nnd  for 
ther  pvrpoaaa,**  pnaaed  April  BlBth,  one  thoo- 


sand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  be,  and  he  ia 
hereby,  antborned  and  directed  to  audit  and  settle 
tbe  claim  of  the  president  aod  directors  of  th« 
Washington  Bridge  Company,  for  the  injury 
done  to  the  southwestern  end  of  the  said  bridge 
by  order  of  the  Ck)vemment,  orany  of  its  aathB^■ 
ized  agents,  in  August,  one  tbousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  foarteen,  by  ascertainiag^  or  causiog  to 
be  aaeertained,  tbe  valve  tbereof,  in  the  manner 
and  form  prescribed  by  the  provisions  of  the  afore* 
said  act. 

Sic.  S.  And  be  it  Jialher  muted,  That  tbt 
amount  thereof  when  so  aseertained,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  said  president  and  directory  out  of 
any  money  in  tbe  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap^o- 
priated. 

Approved,  April  S9, 1816. 


An  Act  msUng  ferther  mavisiMi  tot  settling  ebiae 
to  knd  in  the  Terriloiy  of  Illinois. 

Be  it  enacted,  Tbat  every  person,  aod  the 
legal  representatives  <^  every  person,  who,  before 
tbe  fifth  day  of  February,  one  thoasaad  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  settled  on  and  improved 
any  traet  of  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  scboob 
or  seminaries  of  learning,  and  who,  had  not  the 
same  been  reserved,  womd  have  bad  the  right  of 
pre-emption  within  the  tract  of  country  set  apart 
by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  tbe  sixteenth 
day  of  April,  one  thoimnd  eight  btindred  aod 
fourteen,  entitled  *'An  act  eonfirming  eertaitt 
claims  to  land  in'  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  pro- 
viding for  their  location,"  to  satisfy  the  nntocated 
claims  to  land  ia  said  Territory,  shall  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  allowed,  until  the 
firet  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen,  to  enter  the  same,  for  purchase,  witb 
tbe  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the 
land  (nice  at  KaAashia ;  and  it  sball  be  the  duty 
of  the  register  and  reeeiter  to  enter  the  same  for 
purchase,  according  to  the  proTisioos  of  this  aod 
tbe  said  recited  act :  Proutdad,  That  such  person 
or  persons  shall  not  have  entered,  in  right  of  pre- 
emption, otbtf  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  in  virtue  of 
the  third  section  of  an  act  to  amend  the  afore- 
said aet,  paaaed  the  tweaiy-seventh  daT  of  F^a- 
ary,  one  Ihonsand  eight  hundred  «od  Bfteen. 

Sia  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Tbat  the 
roister  attd  receiver  of  public  money  sball  have 
power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  select 
any  other  vacant  and  unappropriated  laads  withia 
the  tract  set  epart  to  aatisfy  confirmed  claims  as 
aforesaid,  in  lien  of  sneb  of  tbe  lauds  formeriy 
reserved  for  a  semiDary  of  learning,  and  for  the 
sui»port  of  schools,  as  nave  been  appropriated  in 
satisfaction  of  ancient  graou  or  confirmed  Itn- 
provement  claims,  or  as  shall  be  entered  in  right 
of  pre-emption,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
preceding  section  of  tbn  act:  Provided,  That 
the  lands  thus  to  be  sdected  shall  be  taken  as 
near  adjacent  to  ihoee  in  lien  of  which  they  are 
selected  as  an  equal  quantity  of  land  of  like  qoaf- 
ity  can  be  obtained,  and  sbaN  be  reserved  and  Bp> 
propriated  for  tbe  same  purpose. 
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lb  twmir-aefeBib  dftf  of  FcWwr^floc  «bo«- 
mad  cighl  faudrcil  sm  fiftetn,  wipneiitg  the 
MlUfn  on  the  fraetioBsl  incuouaBd^gftrtcriv*- 
IMH  within  tti«  aToreMid  iMfrvnd  tract,  slwll  ei* 
teod  (a all  otbtrMUkraoy  the  fraeiioau  Mctwiw 
•Ijawtcr  sMiioB*  wiibia  the  Kasiia«kifl  dUtncL 
.  &a  I,  Aadbeit  JwOw  maeitd^  That  «U 
t^cJaiauSled  ia  the  iw«a«  of  iht  orifiMii  cUi»- 
Uti,  or  their  bcin,  not  eioMdiiy  four  buadred 
acTM,  eoDiaioed  id  a  liit  iraDunitted  to  tb«  Com- 
wvipner  of  th«  Gh utral  I«aad  Qfioa,  by  Michael 
JhW**)  "Si>ter,  aod  8.  Boad,  Mceiver  of  pobtie 
qiOMyi  w  tba  laod  offia*  ftv  (be  ^iairici  ct  Ka»- 
kiAkiai  beariag  data  the  (wfatj-oiaih  dajr  of 
March,  ooe  thoiuand  eight  haadrcd  and  flTccfB. 
fee,  aod  thejr  hereby  ara,«aDln»ail  IP  the  otigiaal 
daimanU  or  tbdr  heirt:  Protided.  That  the 
■aid  elaimf,  herebjr  confirmed,  be,  and  tbey  herc- 
fefinkdMrned  aad  lakas  lotaa  ukwaaad  daimi, 
■u  they  ahaU  ant  in  anpafw  defcat  ar  interfere 
mV^  loiatioM  »  virtpe  af  Mtborised 
4lina  OB  luadt  unproi[«l  by  Ui«  eaid  elaivwu 
or«iheva. 

asc.  5.  Aad  i»  U  Atrth^f  aiwtfcdL  That  the 
«lkiiiMDU  wbaea  «taim«  ara  eoairned  hm  virtue 
cif  the  foacth  emtiu  of  thie  act,  and  all  otb«M 
lawfuUair  boldiBg  eoafirsMd  untcMCcd  claims  for 
Uoda  TitluB  the  tiact  naetved  by  the  bcfoi*  n- 
Mt  o(  the  aiitacot^  ^  of  Afril,  one  tbo«- 

Ed  eight  hupdrtd  aad  fewiaea,  be  allMnd  until 
first  daf  of  October,  oof  thoooad  eight  bwa- 
i aad  Mttaw,  to  ragi*Mr  the  swaef  and  the 
miA  elvinta  abaU  ba  reeeivahia  ta  vayaaaai  for 
wiUie  l»vd*  wtthiit  tba  iBid  reatnw  tnet.  eak- 
wtBiaUf  vilk  th«  prvviaiMHiaf  iha  immhan- 
— alioofd  aei(  ud  of  the  prceaat  act,  aay  time 
fittoc  to  the  firat  day  of  October,  one  thoocaad 
tight  handled  aod  sixteea. 

«ao.  ^.  Audit  U  jMMt  mmplea,  That  aU 
persons,  or  iheir  legal  reprseeoiattTce,  eatUlcd  to 
the  ri(rbt  of  prc-^mpiion  of  Icjade  within  iJm 
bouq,<fAry  ipecificd  id  ilie  lisforc-rtoited  aciofthe 
sixiecDLli  diiy  of  A^iril,  oc^  tt|oas|ud  eight  h«B- 
dxed  and  frjurieen,  which  laadt  ba?e  not  been 
lUTveyed  under  iljL'  Btiiliarityof  the  United  Stately 
shall  be,  aud  ilipy  hereby  nrc,  aUowed  a  farther 
time  Car  making  their  tait'iM  with  the  rtfgisUrof 
the  Isad  ofBce,  uuiil  ihe  laikds  spM  which  ihey 
hare  mpecUvely  settled  and  iapiwred  shall  be 
mv«rBd,Hh^  United  States  aad  natil  thaa&- 
fum(ioa  dlinLAoathi  nau  thiMaftcr. 

7.  lii»rai  vt  Jkn^  iwitnM.  That  arary 
MPH^  ajid  ihfl  UgaTiKiMccntaiiv*  of  nery  pw- 
lrtM»-«Uiia  to  B  iroet  of  laud  withia  the 
lUiBoiB  Territory  ia  cnnfinned  by  ibis  or  any 
msmn  act,  aad  wboh«aoot  prcvioosly  obtained  a 

SteB  t  for  ihe  same  from  the  Qovcrnor  either  ai 
a  territory  oorihwesi  of  the  Obioi  or  of  the  Ia< 
diaina  Taintory,  shall.  wbeacTet  bis  claim  shall 
have  been  located  and  sarveyed,  be  entitled  to  re- 
MtTc  &om  the  register  of  the  iand  office  at  Kaa* 
fcaskia  a  certificate,  slating  that  the  claimant  is 
cniitled  to  receive  a  yaiaat  for  each  tract  of  land 
hy  Tiitue  of  this  act,  for  whiah.  cartificate  the 
««iitarahiU  meei*«  m  doUwi  Md  which  ear- 


tilaileBlMll  CBtilla  the  pMty  t«  «  paiMi  im 
said  tmet.  vhieh  sliall  iasoe  »  like  wsnnnrr  as  ia 
pravided  by  law  Cm  laads  ywchued  of  the  IM> 

Appemd,  April  USA. 

An  Act  pravidioff  ftrihe  spls  ef  the  Isactif  bnd^ 
the  lowsr  xspids  of  Bend— fcy  siver. 

As  it  miaeUdt  fc^  That  so  mach  of  the 
u(  lend  of  two  miles  square,  at  the  lover  laai^ 
of  eandvsky  riw, coded  by  the  W jmndMiLM- 
awwee,  Sbawaaeee,  Ottawas,  ChlppewM^  Fain- 
watimies.  Miamis,  Bel  Ri««r,  Weaaa,  Ktekapoai^ 
Piaokaehtws,  and  Xashaafciae  trifaca  q£  ladiam  fn 
the  United  States,  by  the  Treaty  of  Greeanlle, 
of  the  third  of  Angnsl,  one  thooaftod  aeven  hia^ 
red  and  nlacty-Src.sbaH.ODderthedireetnn  «f  the 
SarTeyorGeneral^belaia  ofTlnto  town  locs,sCne«, 
and  aTcanes^  aad  into  ont-lots,  in  soeh  Maaner, 
end  of  snch  dimensions,  as  be  may  j  ycaperr 
Prtwideij  The  tract  so  to  be  lard  or  abaS  aaics- 
oecd  the  qimality  of  hnd  contained  in  one  ta&n 
section,  nor  th«  town  lots  oae^oarlpr  cf  an  acre 
each.  Vhen  the  enrrey  of  the  lole  ahnll  be 
pleted,  a  plat  tbepeef  shall  be  returned  to  the  Sni^ 
T«y«r  GeBcral,  on  which  the  town  lols  nad  ««•- 
lots  sbnH  reepectiTelr  be  designated  by  pwyre*. 
site  Dnflsbem,  who  shall  caaae  twoetyfee  lo  hn 
made,  ooe  lo  be  transmitted,  with  ■  copy  oC  the 
field  Botes,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ge»ml 
£«Bd  OSce,  and  the  other  to  the  i^islet  «f  ^ 
laod  offca  at  Woostcr. 

SacS.  Andb»  M  JMker  mmeteSi  Thai,  pr«> 
Ttouely  to  the  dt^esal  at  public  sale  of  liw  he- 
forcraetttioned  tract  of  Inad,  the  SnrwfBr  Ocm- 
ral  shall,  and  ha  is  hereby  directed  to  rcsuirey 
sad  mark  the  exteriorlines  of  the  said  tmet,  con- 
formably to  the  sorMf  made  in  the  yenr  one 
thomand  eight  bandrea  nad  seven,  by  riitae  of 
the  act  of  the  third  of  Marefa,  one  tbonsand  eight 
hundred  and  fire,  and  also  to  cause  diTiuonal 
lines  to  be  run  tbroogh  each  fractional  section, 
and  of  ibe  adjoining  quarter  seclion,  so  that  each 
sgbdivisioB  hariog  one  front  on  the  river  may 
contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  eighty  acres  each. 
And  in  like  manQar  to  cause  the  large  island,  ly- 
ing in  the  west  half  of  section  number  one,  lo  be 
surreyed,  and  the  ssme  to  be  divided  into  two 
equal  parts :  Provided,  That,  in  running  Che  snb- 
div.isiooal  tines,  no  inicrfereDce  sbsll  be  made 
alibiing  the  seleelion  or  location  hereaAer  to 
be  made  under  the  directioa  of  the  Seeretary- 
of  War :  Pnvided,aIto,  That  in  no  case  shall  ttw 
sobdifisiooal  lines  he  so  run,  as  to  extend  lo  or 
embrace  the  bed  of  the  river,  which  sball  be 
deemed,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  a  poblic 
highway:  And  proddedj  aUo,  That  the  whole 
expense  of  Ksursaying  and  nwrktog  the  exiarisc 
lines  of  the  said  canion,  aod  rnsntng  and  mark- 
ing the  subdtvisiooal  liaes  of  the  fmetioasl  wd 
qUBrter  sections  lying  adjaerat  to  the  river,  rtaH 
not  exceed  three  dclTan  for  every  mile  ncmBMy 
surveyed,  rasarveyed,  aad  marked,  hy  vims  aC 
this  and  the  piwieding  taction. 

Baa«,  AMiUUjSrtktramled^  ThataKlha 
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btod  eoMatMd  wrtbm  che  vfbtMM  mhws  of 
iwo  railn  aqwre,  sbtttl,  with  tfa«  enwplion  ttf  n 
naoy  lowa  lota  qdiI  out-tols,  u  in  iIm  opinion  of 
tbe  BeOKtary  of  ibe  Treasarjr  iiuir  be  AeieMirf 
10  veform  for  tbe  sepport  of  Mboots  wttbia  tbe 
MOM,  and  with  ciierpiion  also  of  tbe  sAhsptiogi 
ind  land  r«s«rred  for  the  aie  of  tbe  nnc,  be  of- 
bred  for  sale  to  tbe  bigrbesi  bitMcr  at  'WoosUf,  in 
[be  8tt  le  of  Obio,  nnder  the  direetioa  of  the  i«c- 
itkr  and  reoeirer  of  the  lao4  offlee,  and  ok  raeb 
Itrf  orAaveaaiballj  WapabHeproohnkatioB  of 
tin  Pnkiient  of  tbe  Dttitcd  fNataa,  be  detigiMted 
br  Ibat  parpose.  TbenlefbribenviMqmrier 
■••Hom,  fractional  ■eetiona,  and  of  tbe  town  loci 
tnd  ott'lota,  shaH  remhi  open  at  Woosltr  for 
Mrefl  dayi^  and  oo  longer.-  Tbe  diTided  qmrtor- 
nelkma  and  ftnctiooal  aeotiMa  ^aft  Mt  be  aetd 
for  leoi  thaa  two  dotkra  an  aeiv]  tbe  io-leta  for 
len  tfana  iwentj  dollars  ««eb,  nor  any  oot-loi  for 
teaa  ibM  nt  riM  mte  of  §>e  detlara  per  ner« }  nod 
(ban,  in  erery  'oAer  leffpeoi,  be  sold  on  tbe  aeme 
xmm  nnd  eoodiiioofl  «s  nmre  been  or  nny  be  pro- 
rtded  by  law  for  rb«  lands  aold  oorth  of  tbe  rmr 
3hle^  nod  above  tbe  mootb  of  Kentaeky  river, 
kll  IM  land,  other  (ban  wtiat  is  excepted  ns  abore- 
iwnik>ned,  remnioioc  nowld  at  the  elosinf  of  tbe 
mWie  sales,  may  be  diiposedof  at  wlvnte  ate  by 
fan  rayister  of  tlw  land  offiee  at  Wooster,  ngree- 
iWy  to  the  prwrisions  of  this  af  t^  and,  in  tbe  now 
umur,  »d«r  the  same  f^vlaiions  and  e«ndi> 
loiu  an  are  or  may  be  provided  by  hw  Am  Ike 
nle  of  tb»  public  tends  of  the  United  Sfues  north 
if  she  river  Ohm,  and  aben  the  month  of  Ken- 
neky  river ;  end  patents  abnll  be  ohtnined  for  ntt 
anda  gmied  or  eold  within  tbe  anld  cession,  in 
he  snme  (Banner,  and  en  the  snne  terms  ns  are 
w  amy  be  provi^  by  law  for  land  soM  in  the 
iNiie  of  Ohio.  The  BttperFotcadeots  of  the  pnb- 
ie  antes  directed  by  this  section, sbatl  reeelve  fonr 
lellnra  each  for  each  day's  anendnace  on  the-said 
•tea. 

Approved,  April  96, 1816. 


Act  oontiauing  the  atlsries  of  oertsin  offioars  of 
Govemmsnt. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  tbe  aoaaal  eompeosa- 
ions  of  the  difiereot  officers  enamerated  in  tbe 
ict  passed  the  twentieth  dav  of  Febrnary,  one 
bousand  eight  hundred  and  fonr,  eotiil^a  "An 
jot  coDtiottii^  for  a  limited  time,  the  salaries 
he  officers  of  GorerDment  therein  mentioned," 
hnll  be  cootioaed  as  if  the  said  aet  bad  not  ex- 
lired,  or  contained  any  provision  for  tiat(in(  iu 
Antinuaoee. 

Approved,  April  27, 1816. 

Aa  Aet  fee  the  paymeat  of  the  miida,  ia  the  ease 
thsrria  maolioasd. 
A  it  enocfad,  fc.,  That  the  detaebment  of  the 
nititia  of  Ksatoeky,  under  tbe  eommand  of  Col. 
>adley,  for  the  term  of  sii  months,  who  were 
aptwred  at  Fort  ttfeigs,  and  paroled,  be  paid  for 
ha  aaid  term  of  sia  months;  and  that  tbe  proper 
fiom  of  tbe  War  Diqpattment  liqaidate  aad  pay 
kMlr«laias,iB<be  saofn  nanaer  that  the  oImbs 


of  the  reanlar  troops  of  the  United  States 
he  liquidated  and  pnid  in  like  eases. 
Approved,  April  S7, 1816. 


An  Aet  illiiiiiim  [iijln  i  mlilii  iiiiisrnsniailii  laiiii— | 
with  the  revenoe  entter  "  Surveyor.'^ 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  (he 
Trrasnry  be,  tai  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  seK 
tie  the  acconnis  for  i>ay  of  the  boatswain,  ffuH^ 
ner,  cook,  and  ten  mariners,  captured  on  board  the 
revenue  cutter  Surveyor,  darioe  the  late  wtik- 
with  Great  Britain,  up  to  the  penod  of  their 
lease  and  retnm  from  captivitv,  and  to  pay  Iba- 
amonnt  to  them,  or  their  legal  represeotativdl. 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwtefr 
appropriated:  and  the  Secretary  or  tbe  Treasai^ 
is  hereby  authorized  to  settle  with  Samoel  Tnr 
verse,  late  master  of  tbe  cutler  Surveyor,  and  pMf 
him  op  to  the  Mveoteenth  day  <tf  Aby,  oae  thcmk 
sand  eight  hundred  and  foarMen. 

Approved,  April  27, 161& 


An  Aet  to  r^pdate  the  dnties  Ml  imports  sad  tei 

Ba  Ct  enasted,  That,  from  aad  aAev  tha 
tlnrtietfa  day  of  Jaae,  one  tboasand  eight  Inwd^ 
red  aad  siatecn,  the  datics  keretofore  laid  by  hew 
m  #Mds,  wara^  aad  laerchaadiBe,  iatpnted  ioto 
thaUnitod  Biate^  shall  acase  and  daternuae,  aad 
tbecB  shall  be  levtod.  and  eoUected,  aaid  paid,  Ike 
several  daties  heruaafker  OMlioned,  that  is  «ft 
say: 

Pini%  A  duty  of  seven  and  a  half  per  i  iwiaai 
ad  valorem,  m  all  dying  drugs  and  materiah  for 
eomposinpdye8,Botanbjeetto  other  rate«ofdii»| 
iram  ambie,  «tm  Senegal,  saltpetre }  jewelry,  ^aldi 
stiver,  and  other  aratehes,  and  parts  of  WBtek«b| 
gold  aad  silver  lace^  embroidery,  and  epanl>ttas| 
precious  stones  and  pearls  of  ul  kind^  set  or  adt 
set }  Bristol  stones  or  paste  work,  and  all  arttefaga 
ooaipased  wh<^y  or  coiciy  of  gold,  silver,  pMui% 
aad  preoiotis  stones;  and  lace^  lace  veils,  laaa 
sfaswls,  or  shades,  of  thread  or  silk. 

SntmL  A  doty  of  fiOeen  per  oentam  ad  vato- 
mm  on  gold  leaf,  nnd  on  aU  artioks  free,  aad  Ml 
subieet  to  any  other  rate  of  duty. 

Am.  Adatyoftweat]rpereeatattadf«kH 
rem  on  hempen  eloth  or  sail  eloth,  (eieent  R<n» 
sian  and  German  linens,  Russia  and  HoUaad 
dock,)  stockings,  of  wool  or  cotton:  priatiag 
type*;  all  artieles taanuiaciared  from  brass,  oap> 
per,  iroa)  steel,  pewter,  lead,  or  tin,  or  of  whiok 
these  materials,  w  either  of  them,  is  the  mautU 
of  chief  value;  brass  wir^  cutlery,  piat,  needles^ 
bntions,  button  moulds,  and  buckles  of  all  kiadoi 
gilt,  plated,  and  Japanned  wares  of  all  kiods;  caa^ 
non,  muskets,  fiieanns,  and  sidemms;  Prumiaa 
blue,  china-ware,  eartheo-wace,  and  stone-wafu^ 
porcelain  andglaas.maanfaotures,  other  than  wim> 
dow  glass  and  black  glass  quart  bottles. 

fwrth.  A  doty  of  twenty-five  per  eentum  ad 
valorem,  on  woollen  manuliietnres  of  all  desorip- 
tioos,orofwhichweottBtbeaiatcrialofehiefvala* 
exceptiag  blanket^  woollen  rugs,  nad  worsted  et 
stuff  goods,  shall  be  levied,  oollcettd  aad  paid, 
fraofc  aad  nAer  the  thiftiath  day  of  Jwm  turn, 
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QBtll  tb«  thirtfetli  day  of  Jane,  one  iboasand  elgbt 
hoDdrcd  sod  niocteeo,  kod  aner  tbal  day.tweDlf 
per  ccotom  on  the  uid  ertfcles;  and  on  eottoa 
manafaelam  of  all  deacripiions,  or  of  wtuch  cot* 
too  i»  ibe  material  of  cbief  value,  and  on  coitoo 
iwitt,  yarn  or  thread,  at  follows,  riz:  for  tbree 
years  next  ensaing  ihe  tbirtietb  day  of  Jane  next, 
a  duty  of  iweoty-fire  per  ceotam  ad  valorem ; 
•nd  after  tbe  expiration  of  the  three  years  afore* 
•aid,  a  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem: 
Provided,  That  all  cotton  clotbi,  or  cloths  of 
wliteh  ootton  is  the  material  of  cbief  valae,  (ex* 
captiiy  nankeen^  imported  directly  from  China,) 
tbe  original  cost  .of  which  at  the  place  whence 
imjported,  with  tbe  addition  of  twenty  per  centum, 
if  imported  from  tbe  Cap*  of  Good  Hope,  or  from 
jtlaeet  beyond  it^  and  of  ten  per  cent,  if  imported 
from  any  other  place,  shall  be  less  than  twenty- 
Ave  cents  per  square  yard,  with  such  addition,  be 
taken  and  deemed  to  bare  cost  twebty-five  cents 
per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty 
accordingly:  Provided  aUo,  That  all  unbleached 
and  uncolored  cotton  twist,  yarn  or  thread,  the 
original  cost  of  which  Bbail  be  less  than  sixty 
cents  per  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
have  cost  sixty  cenu  per  pound,  and  shall  be 
•barged  with  dutv  accordingly ;  au^  all  bleached 
or  colored  vara,  the  origtnu  cost  of  which  shall 
bave  been  less  than  seveDiy-five  cents  per  pound, 
■hall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  hare  cost  seveoty- 
fira  cenu  per  ponnd,  and  shall  be  chaived  with 
duty  accordingly:  And  provided  furtMrt  That 
cotton  piece  ffoods  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of 
tbe  United  States  which  shall  have  sailed  from 
Ihe  United  Sutea  before  the  passage  of  this  act, 
and  shall  arrive  therein  between  the  thirtieth  day 
(dJant,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen, 
and  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventeen,  the  original  cost  of  which 
eotton  piece  goods,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
liiali  have  been  less  than  twenty-fire  cents  per 
equate  yard,  shall  be  admitted  to  entry,  subject 
only  to  a  duty  of  thirty-three  and  a  third  per 
centum  on  tbe  ooetof  the  said  eotton  piece  goods 
im  India,  and  on  tbe  uoal  addition  of^ twenty  per 
centum  on  that  cost. 

Fifih.  A  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  adValotcm 
OB.  umbrellas,  paiasols,  of  whatever  materials 
Made,  and  sucks  or  frames  for  ombrellas  or  psra- 
Nbj  bonneto  and  caps  for  women,  fans,  feathers, 
ornaments  for  head  dresses,  artificial  flowers, 
millinery  of  all  sorts ;  hats  or  caps  of  wool,  fur, 
leather,  chip,  straw  or  silk;  cosmetlei,  washes, 
balsams,  perfumes;  Painted  floor  cloths;  mats,o/ 
grass  or  flags;  salad  oil,  pickles,  capers,  olives, 
musterd.  comfits  or  sweetmeau,  preserved  la  sugar 
or  brantly ;  wafers,  cabinet  wares,  and  all  manu- 
foetures  of  wood ;  carriages  of  all  descriptions, 
and  parts  thereof;  leather,  and  all  manufactures 
of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is  the  material  of 
chief  value }  saddles,  bridles,  harness ;  paper  of 
everr  descnption,  paste>board,  paper  hangings, 
blank  books,  parchment,  vellum ;  brushes,  canes, 
walking  sticln,  whips ;  and  clothing  ready  made. 
And  in  alt  eases  where  an  ad  valorem  duty  shall 
U  cbugetl,  It  ahaU  bo  ealeolated  oit  the  net  eest 


of  tbe  article  at  tbe  place  whence  iB^oilil,(» 
elusive  of  packages,  eommisaoasaodallcbi^ 
with  the  usual  addition  established  bjr  lis,! 
twenty  per  cent,  on  all  mercbaadtie,  iapenl 
from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hop^ul 
often  per  centum  on  ariieles  impoitedlj«n  all 
other  places. 

iSKam.  Tbe  following  duties,  srTcnllT  vi 
specifically :  on  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  ii  hiula^ 
fiuccn  cents  per  gailoo;  on  ale,  beer,  id4  pons, 
imported  otherwise  tbao  in  bottles,  tea  tmm 
gallon ;  on  alum,  one  dollar  per  hmiM  teini 
en  almonds,  three  cents  nn  pomid :  on  UNk|hi 
qoari  bottles,  one  hundred  and  jwiT^iw  tok 
per  groaa;  on  boot^  one  dollar  aae  fiAj  toe 
per  ^ir;  od  brtaUee,  tbree  cents  per  foni;* 
playing  cards,  thirty  cents  per  pack;  os  lent 
cables  and  cordage,  three  cents  per  poflid;  ■ 
untarred  cordage,  yarns,  twine,  paekibr(iil,iW 
seines,  four  cents  per  pmnd  j  on  taltov  hWH 
three  cents  per  pound;  on  wax  taitftnma 
candles,  six  cents  per  pound ;  on  CbiaeewM) 
six  cents  per  pound ;  on  cionsmoD,tinit)-in 
cents  per  pound;  on  doves,  tweotr  fiic  «■« 
per  pound ;  on  cheese,  nine  cenu  per  foati;  u 
chocolate,  three  cents  per  pound ^oai»eia,tn 
cents  per  pound;  on  coal,  fire  cents  per 
busbel;  on  copperas,  one  dollsr  per  Aaoilffd 
weight;  on  copper  rods,  bolts,  aplkeivwAU" 
composition  rods,  bolts,  spikes  or  uii^^""!* 
per  pound;  on  cofiee,  fire  cenu  per  pMsdi  M 
coitoo,  tbree  cents  per  pound;  on esmoti, tuse 
cents  per  pound ;  on  figs,  three  ceDti  pet  pdwi 
on  foreign  caught  fish,  one  dollar  per  qaiBUl;M 
mackerei,  one  dollar  and  fifty  eests  per  bunJ| 
on  salmon,  two  dollars  per  barrel,  sod  oo  >U 
pickled  fish,  one  dollar  per  barrel  ion  Miu^r 
glass,  not  above  eight  inches  by  tea  iscba  ii^ 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hniuireil  tqu" 
ieet;.  on  the  same, not  above  ten  loehcsbjO''^ 
inches  in  size,  two  dollars  and  serestf-finf''* 
per  hundred  square  feet;  on  the  uae,uiv" 
ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in  size,  tbree  awW 
and  tventy-fire  eeot^  per  huodreil  "V^'*^ 
oa  glue.  Ore  cents  per  pound;  on  pifviB, 
eight  cents  per  pound;  on  hemp,  one ddliiw 
ftlty  cents  per  hundred  weight;  on  iron«*» 
wire,  not  exceeding  nuinber  eighl«eo,fi«<"" 
per  pound,  and  over  nomber  eigbieeo,  ■i'^^ 
per  pound ;  on  iron,  in  ban  and  botu^  avfUH 
iron  manufactured  by  rolling,  forty-fin 
hundred  weight;  on  iron  in  sheett,  m*VJ 
hoops,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  b>*^ 
weight,  and  in  bars  or  bolts,  when  """""^"JJ, 
by  rolling,  and  on  anchors,  one  dollir  i«  "J^ 
cents  per  hundred  weight;  on  indigo,  fifte(*»V 
per  pound;  on  lead,  in  pfgs,'bsr8  or  '^^fQ^ 
cent  per  pound ;  on  shot  mane&eiured  «  m 
two  cenu  per  pound;  on  red  and  white  I 
or  ground  in  oil,  three  eenU  per  "VJIJ 
one  dollar  per  pound ;  on  molasses,  five 
gallon ;  on  nails,  tluee  cents  per  poasd;  o'"^ 
megs,  wxty  cents  per  pound;  on  'I*PP*'i^ 
cenu  per  pound  ;  on  pimieoto,  six  cents  perp^ 
on  plums  and  prunes  three  cents  per  pw^j, 
muaeatel  raiaini,  and  rakiiu  in  ian 
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kf*«  Mats  pu  pound ;  on  idl  othtr  rftisioa,  two 
i«Dt8  per  pouod ;  od  salt,  tveoty  ceots  per  bushel 
if  fifiy-aix  pouods;  on  ochre,  dry,  one  eeot  per 
KMiadf  in  oil,  one  and  a  half  cents  per  pound ;  on 
t«cl,  OH  dollar  per  hundred  weight;  on  segars, 
wo  dollars  and  dAj  cents  per  thousand ;  on  spl- 
its, from  grain,  of  first  proof^  forty-two  cents  per 
^lloB  :  orseeoBd  proof,  fortT-fire  cents  per  ^1- 
OD  ;  oi  third  proof,  forty-eigbt  oeois  per  gallon  ; 
tf  fourth  proof,  fiftjr-two  cents  per  gallon ;  of  fifth 
»roof,  siztf  cents  per  gallon ;  above  fifth  proof, 
*T«Dif  •fiveenta  per  ^lon ;  on  spirits  from  other 
nalcrutls  than  grain,  of  fiest  and  seeond  proof, 
birty-eight  cents  per  gallon ;  of  third  proof,  fortv- 
,wo  eeuta  per  gallon;  of  fourth  proo^  forty -eight 
(CDta  pergaHou;  of  fifth  proof,  fifty-sereo  cents 
Mr  gallon;  abore  fifth  proof,  serenty  cents  per 
[alloa ;  on  shoes  and  slippers  of  silk,  thirty  cents 
)er  pair ;  on  shoes  and  slippers  of  leather,  twenty- 
ire  cents  per  pair;  on  stioes  and  slippers  for 
ibildren,  fifteen  ceots  per  pair;  on  spikes,  two 
'.enta  pet  pound;  on  soap,  three  cents  per  pound ; 
10  brown  sugar,  three  ceots  per  pouod;  on  white 
lajred  ov  powdered  sugar,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 
n  Jump  sugar,  ten  cents  per  pound ;  on  loaf 
ugar  and  on  sugar  candy,  twelveceots  per  pound ; 
n  sna^  twelre  cents  per  pound ;  on  tallow,  one 
eni  per  pound ;  on  lea,  from  China,  in  ships  or 
essels  of  the  United  States,  asfoUow8,riz:  boheaj 
welve  cents  per  pouod ;  souchong  and  other 
>laek,  twenty-fire  cents  fwr  pound;  imperial, 
[unpowder,  and  gomee,  fil'ty  cents  per  pound ; 
lysoa  and  young  hyson,  forty  ceots  per  pouod; 
lyson  sfcto  and  other  green,  twenty-eight  cenu 
>er  pound ;  on  teas,  from  any  other  place,  or  in 
toy  other  than  ships  or  vessels  of  the  CJniled 
States,  #s  follows,  riz :  bohea,  fourteen  cents  per 
pouod ;  souchong  and  other  black,  thirty-four 
:ents  per  pound ;  imperial,  gunpowder,  and  gomee, 
lixty-ei^ht  cents  per  pound;  hyson  and  young 
lysoo,  hfty-siz  cents  per  pound;  hyson  skin  and 
>ther  green,  tbirty-eigbt  cents  per  pound;  on 
manufactured  tobacco,  other  than  snoffaod  segars, 
tea  eenis  per  pound  >  on  whitiag  and  Paria  wniio, 
IB*  otttt  per  pound ;  on  wine, as  fbllows^  viz:  on 
Uadoirai  Bareuody.  Champaign,  Rh«Bish  and 
Tukay,  one  dollar  per  g aUoa ;  on  Sherry  and  St. 
Unear,  sixty  ceots  per  ^lon ;  on  other  wine,  -jBot 
niummttd,  whao  imported  in  bottles  or  caseL 
MTCDijr  eanis  per  gallon  ;  on  Lisbon,  Oporto,  ana 
}B  other  wines  of  Portugal,  and  those  of  Sicily, 
ifty  cents  per  gaUon;  on  Teneriffe,  Fayal,  aitd 
Uhar  wines  of  the  western  tslaods,  forty  centa 
[wr  galloBj  on  all  other  wines,  when  imported 
Mhecwiae  than  in  cases  and  bottles,  twenty-fire 
wnts  per  gallon ;  on  Russia  dock,  (oot  exceeding 
Ifty-two  aroheeas  each  picce^)  two  dollars;  on 
larens  duck,  (not  exceeding  fifty-two  archeens 
Hwh  piece,)  one  dollas  and  tweniy-five  cents ;  on 
Solland  duck,  (not  ezeeeding  fifty-two  archeens 
Mch  piece,)  two  dollars  and  fifty  ocbU;  on  sper- 
Baecti  oil,  of  foraign  Ashisg,  iwentf-ftfe  cenu 
Mr  gallon ;  on  wbala  and  otber  fiab  otl,  of  foreign 
Wiuff,  fifteen  cenu  per  gallon ;  and  oa  olira  oil 
in  casks,  at  (waaty-fire  eaau  per  gallon. 
8m.  U,M  U  UJkrtlUr  miM,  That  the 


following  articles  shall  be  imported  into  the  Uni* 
ted  Slates  free  of  duties;  that  is  to  say,  all  arti^ 
cles  imported  for  the  use  of  the  United  States} 
philosophical  apparatus,  instruments,  books, maps, 
charts,  statue^  busts,  casts,  paintings,  drawing^ 
en|rarings,  specimens  of  sculpture,  cabineU  of 
corns,  ^ems,  medals,  and  all  other  collections  of 
antitjuities,  statuary^  modelling,  pBinting,drawin^ 
etching,  or  ensraring,  specially;  imported  by  or- 
der and  for  the  use  of  any  society  incorporated 
for  philosophical  or  literary  purposes,  or  for  tha 
encouragemeat  of  the  fine  aru,or  by  order,  and 
for  the  use  of  aojr  seminary  of  learning;  speci- 
mens in  natural  history,  mineralogy,  botany,  and 
aoalomical  preparations,  models  of  maehinecjr 
and  other  inreations,  plants,  and  trees;  wearing 
apparel  and  other  personal  baggage  in  actoatiu^ 
and  the  implemcDU  or  tools  o?  trade  of,  persons 
arriving  in  the  Doited  States;  regulus  of  aotif 
mooy.  Dark  of  the  cork  tree,  UDmaDufactured) 
aoimali  imported  for  breed ;  burr  stones,  un* 
wrought;  gold  coin,  silver  coin,  and  bullion; 
clay;  unwrought  copper,  imported  in  any  shapti 
for  the  use  of  toe  Mint ;  copper  and  brass,  in  pig^ 
bars,  or  plates,  suited  to  tne  sbeathiog  of  ships; 
old  copper  and  brass,  and  old  pewter,  fit  only  to 
be  remanu&cturedf  tin,  in  pigs  or  bars;  furs,  un- 
dressed, of  all  kinds;  raw  hides  and  skins;  Ispis 
calaminaris;  plaster  of  Paris;  rags  of  an£kiod 
of  cloth;  sulphur  or  brimstone;  oarilla;  Brazil 
wood,  braziUetto,  red  wood,  camwood,  fustic,  log- 
wood, Nicaragua,  and  other  dye  woods;  wood, 
unmanufactured,  of  aoy.  kind;  zint^  leutenagve, 
or  spelter. 

3£c,Z.AndbeitJurthereniuaed,  Thatanaddi- 
tioo  often  jper  ccDtum  shall  be  made  to  the  sev- 
eral rates  of  duties  above  specified  and  imposed|, 
in  respect  to  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
on  the  importation  of  which  in  American  or  Tom 
eign  vessels  a  specific  discrimination  has  not  been 
herein  already  made,  which,  after  the  said  thir* 
tieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  e^bt  hundred 
and  sixteen  shall  do  imported  in  shins  or  ressela 
not  of  the  United  States:  Providedt  That  this 
additional  duty  shall  oot  apply  to  goods,  wareS| 
and  merchandise  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not 
of  the  United  States,  entitled  by  treaty,  or  by 
any  act  or  acu  of  Congress,  to  be  entered  in  tha 
porU  of  the  United  States,  on  the  payment  of  the 
same  duties  as  are  [wid  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates. 

Sbo.  4.  And  he  it  Jurihtr  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duties,  by  this 
act  imposed,  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  Slates,  upon  the  ezpoi- 
Utton  thereof  within  the  time,  and  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  the  existing  laws,  subject  to 
the  iullowing  prorisioos,  that  is  to  say :  that  there 
shall  not  be  an  allowance  of  the  drawback  of 
duties  in  the  ease  of  goods  imported  in  foreign 
vessels  from  any  of  the  domlnionS|  colonies^  or 
possessions  of  any  foreign  Power  to  and  with 
which  the  vessels  of  Ibe  United  Sutes  are  oot 
permitted  to  go  and  trade;  that  there  shall  not 
be  an  aUowaoce  of  the  drawback  of  duties  Uu , 
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tfc«  amount  of  the  «Mttiout  dmies  hj  thH  act 
Imposed  on  {^khIb  imported  In  vesseh  not  of  the 
United  States;  tbnt  there  iball  not  be  an  allow* 
ance  of  the  drawback  in  case  of  foreisa  dried  and 
ptsklcd  fisb,  and  other  salted  provisions,  fiah  oil, 
or  pjayiDs  cards ;  that  there  shall  be  deducted  and 
felatned  from  Ibe  amonoi  of  the  daiies  oa  goods 
exported,  with  the  bencflt  of  drawback,  (other 
Ifaan  spirits,)  two  and  a  half  p«r  eenram;  and 
that  there  shall  be  relahied  in  the  ease  of  spinti 
•iported  with  the  benefit  of  drawback,  two  cents 
per  gallon  opoo  the  quantity  of  spirits,  and  also 
thtet  per  centum  on  the  tmoiint  of  daties  pan- 
kle  on  the  importation  thereof.  Bvt,  nevertlie- 
fcas,  the  proTMiooa  of  this  act  shall  not  be  deemed 
Ih  ahf  wise  to  impair  anv  rights  and  pririlwes 
witieh  hare  been  or  mar  be  aequired  hr  mj  for- 
ewn  nation,  under  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the 
United  Butes,  upon  the  subject  of  exporting 
goods  f^em  the  United  Slates,  with  a  beoefli  of 
the  drawback  of  the  duties  payable  upon  the  im- 
portation thereof. 

e«c.  5.  Md  be  U  htrihtr  ttuvM,  That  after 
dH  thirtieth  day  of  June  next;  in  mil  eases  of  en- 
try of  merchandise  for  the  benefit  of  drawback, 
Ibe  time  of  twenty  dajrs  shall  be  allowed  froth 
the  date  ef  the  entry  for  giring  the  exportation 
tends  for  the  same:  Provided,  That  the  exporter 
^H.  in  every  othsr  purtieolar,  comply  with  the 
tefulaiioiis  and  formalities  heretofore  established 
ftr  enirie*  exportation  for  the  benefit  of  draw- 
btek. 

Brno,  6.  JMbeitJbr^ker  enaettdt  That  the  duty 
on  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  and  the  boanties,  ad- 
nneei.  and  drawtacks,  in  the  case  of  exporting 
pieUed  fish,  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States, 
»  the  case  of  American  vessels  employed  in  the 
fisheries,  and  in  the  case  of  exportiag  sugar,  re- 
fined within  tbe  United  States,  shall  be  and  con- 
tinue the  same  as  the  existing  law  provides. 
Provided  alwyf.  That  this  provision  shall  not 
be  deemed  la  anywise  to  impiir  any  rights  and 
privileges,  which  have  been,  or  may  be  acquired 
by  any  fbr^n  nation,  under  the  lawa  and  treat- 
ies of  (he  Uaiied  Siale^  reiadve  to  the  doty  of 
nnnage  on  vessels. 

See.  7.  And  he  itjitrther  ettOdtd,  That  the  ex- 
Httng  laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  In  force  for  the 
eoUeetton  of  the  duties  Imposed  by  this  act,  on 
goo^  wares,  and  merchmdis^  imiN»led  imo  the 
United  States;  and  for  the  reeorery,  t^lleetion, 
distribuuon,  and  remission  of  all  fines,  penrilies, 
and  forfeitures  i  end  for  the  alloirattce  of  the 
drawbacks  and  boaatin  by  this  act  authorised, 
as  fully  and  eftctually  as  if  every  regnlatron,  re- 
striction, penalty,  forpBiture,  provision,  clause, 
matter,  and  thing,  in  the  existing  laWs  contained, 
had  been  insetted  in,  and  re-eaacted  by  this  act 
And  that  all  acts,  and  parts  of  aci^  which  are 
eontrory  to  ibis  act,  and  no  more,  shall  be,  and 
A»  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sno.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
act  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  ooe  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  entitled  ■'An  act  to  re- 
peal ao  much  of  the  several  aets  hsposing  duties 
Ok  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  renebf  nd  on  goodi^ 


wam,  «d  merthanllie,  imported  teta  thclal- 
ted  States,  as  imposes  ndwcrimSuciaf  d«n«e 
tonnsge  between  foreign  reee^  aod  vessels  if 
the  tfeited  States,"  shell  applf  «ad  be  ie  M 
force  es  to  the  discfimnetinK  dolie*  isiiWiihii 
by  this  net  en  the  toanuge  of  foreisa  vewehy  airi 
the  goods,  weie%  and  seretoodiee  IhMin  im- 
ported. 
Appioved,  April  87,  M16. 


An  Ad  Ar  the  nlisf  ef  eMa  omaea  er  geedi^» 

tend  Bi  IIaaipdea»  k  the  district  m€  Mem* 

Be  it  CTUKfet^  fc,  That  on  ifae  trial  of  a^  it- 
formation,  libd,  or  other  soit  for  the  forfeiturror 
condemnatioa  of  goods  anf  mercfaaDdise,  witieh 
between  the  tw«at]r>fiith  dny  of  October,  and 
thirty-first  day  of  Deeemher,  ia  the  yeer  oas 
thousand  eight  bnodeed  and  fovrteea,  wen  ca- 
tered at  Kampden,  in  the  dnttlec  of  luinsv  aei 
hare  been  since  seized  as  imparted  oreanred 
contrary  to  law,  all  claims  to  forfeitareaad  coo- 
demnation  be,  and  hereby  are  released,  artsinf 
from  want  of  lawfVit  anfhority,  to  enter  and  d^ 
liver  said  goods  at  Hampden,  or  fnnn  the  ilf^ 
gality  of  importing  the  said  goods  into  Omac- 
ton,  or  depositing  them  thei^  or  from  Che 
galit^  of  trading  between  Orrington  and  Hamp- 
den, in  a  neotralressel  not  Hcensed  Arthe  coast- 
ing trade.  Prmided.  That  the  elaimanu  of  iSm 
goods  and  merebaQdlse  so  entered  as  aforesaid 
shall  pay  and  satisfy  all  tbe  reasonable  expemee 
and  cbarges  attending  the  seizure  ud  keepiag 
thereof,  and  all  the  expenses,  eocti,  and  eba^gei 
of  proseeutii^  the  informations^  libets,  and  soita 
instituted  a|^tnst  the  same,  to  be  taxed  by  the 
court  in  vhieh  final  judgmenu  shall  be  reaoered 
against  the  teapectire  elnlmaats^  whether  the 
final  Judgments  shnU  be  in  ftror  ct  the  elahnaaia 
respeetively  or  aMinet  them. 

Approred,  Apnl  ST,  1816^ 


An  Act  to  tx  Mm  esauaisdiMw  the  atMsesaae  sT  da 
direct  tax  and  iaUnsI  teiss^  and  to  twtim  end 
oentfnas  mibres  *<Aa  act  Authsr  to  piavidBtellB 
■edlestisa  ef  daties  oa  iaifoita  and  timaago" 

Be  it  enocCsd,  fc,  That  tbe  cotleeioes  af  «ht 
direet  tax  and  iawrnal  dotiea  shall  be  atlaeied,ia 
liev  oftfae  eoamisiimis  atlowad  fay  aay  codstiBg 
law,  in  eaeh  etieadar  yaar,  Ae  fbllowiaig  eeaa- 
nlssioas  upon  moaeya  aeeowied  for  and  paid  hf 
them  into  the  TreBsary,  fton  and  after  the  ihiNf- 
first  day  of  Deeember,  one  thousand  eighc  baa- 
dred  and  fifteen— that  is  i»  ay ;  SiK  per  caaum 
upon  alt  sums  antil  tbe  saiae  dtall  ai— ai  w 
forty  thousnnd  dollars;  tbne  per  eenion  wpaa  dl 
smns  above  forty  thousand,  luUl  the  aaoia  sMI 
amount  to  one  hundred  thooeaad  doUus ;  aad  iwe 
per  eeutum  upon  aU  cams  aboro  oae  haadtri 
thoasand  dollOTs:  Provided,  That  tbe  eMbe 
amount  of  commissions  allowed  duria^  saeb  yatf 
in  any  eoUcoUon  district  shall  not,  exdiuive  d 
tbe  coBimissioD  aUow«d  to  the  eaUecien  dw^ 
noted  by  the  Seeiatarr  of  tbe  Treasary  to  eesafe 
Ibe  liit»«f  taMndobaa  4ke  propeNy  of  MMMi- 
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lento.  ex«e«d  ftre  thomtnd  doIUrs:  And,  jpn* 
tided,  TlifBt  the  nid  allowftQe«  exceeding  ftre 
thoosud  dollars  sb«H  be  made  ooljr  id  the  eileo- 
lir  years  iq  which  the  eoHeelor  shall  have 
receipted  for  the  iisu  of  taxes. 

Sao.  a  A»db^UJitr1k«r  macied,  TMt  aU  the 
profisUnaof  the  »et  "  to  fix  the  eofnpeftwtiqns 
ind  increase  the  respooBibility  of  (Jm  eollaetonof 
^e  diuet  tax  and  intnoal  dotiei,  and  for  other 
jurposes.  coaoected  with  the  eoUecttoa  thereofl" 
iussed  toe  third  of  March,  one  thoDsaod  eisbl 
londrecl  and  fineen,  excejpiiag  those  eontainod  in 
Jie  first  section  thereoi,  be,  and  the  same  tie 
lerebf,  eootinaed  in  force. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  iijuriker  enacted,  That  the  act, 
iotitled  "An  act  to  proTide  farther  for  the  col- 
ection  of  daties  on  uurarts  and  tonnage,  passed 
ui  the  third  imr  of  liurch,  one  tboasaad  eight 
laadred  and  flueeo,  be,  and  the  sanw  ia  hereof, 
WTived  and  made  of  force  nntil  the  iaA  of  the 
icxt  sessJoo  of  CoDgress,  and.no  longer. 

Approved,  April  27, 1816. 

ka  Act  Bskiat  amnprartfama  tot  npairlDg  esitam 
VMS  therein  dssesfted. 

Jb  «  ewuMd;  ^  That  the  cam  of  ten  tboo* 
sad  doUers  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 
Md,  aad  p*ywle  o«t  ef  any  monm  in  ibe  Trea- 
lory  not  otherwise  appropriated,  rat  the  pvrpese 
if  repairing  and  keeping  ia  repair  the  road  be- 
ween  ColMibfa,  on  Duek  Hver,  in  the  Skate  of 
renaessee,  and  BladisooviHe,  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
aiana,  by  the  Choctaw  ^ency ;  and  also  the  road 
letween  Fort  Hawkins,  n  the  Slate  of.Georgia, 
ind  Fort  Sioddart ;  aader  the  direction  of  the 
^retary  of  War. 

AppMvad,.  April  37,  JfiM. 

IkB  Aa»  aaAHriihw  the  p^nunt  of  a  iwa  of  money 
te  Jehn  Kagen  and  ottn& 
it  enaefed  fc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Freasnry  be,  and  be  is  hereby » aothorized  and  re- 
[aired  to  pay,  ont  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
lOt  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sura  of  three  hao- 
Ired  dollars  to  John  Rogers^  William  C.  Bur- 
lick,  Josbaa  TSmH,  and  Jeremiah  Cbapmaa,  of 
S9W  London^  in  the  State  of  Connecticot  y  which 
noney  is  paid  to  them  for  their  ralor  and  good 
;ondaet,  to  capturing  a  midshipoua  and  two  sea* 
nea  of  the  British  navy,  and  as  compensation 
br  the  said  prisoners. 
Approred,  April  37, 1816. 

%n  Act  *rrf'»"*"ff  the  tittsa  of  certain  pmiAasers  ef 
iMdwJw  pardtaaedfinBi  the  Baud  ef  Traatee*  ef 
As  ViMMUkea  UHwaUr* 
Be  it  enacted.  ^  That  the  eevenl  pereoos 
vbo  pare  based  laod  in  (ownship  ntitnbered  two, 
looth  of  range  nambered  eleven  wast,  in  the  dts- 
riet  of  Viaconacs,  from  the  Board  ef  Trastees 
br  the  VineemMs  University,  which  was  ioeer- 
nvated  by  an  act  of  the  Legislatare  of  the  Indi- 
ina  Territory,  entitled  "An  act  to  ineorponrte  a 
[Jnireraity  in  the  Indiaw  Vfeniltty,*  paiaiiA  the 


(wentf-ninth  day  of  Ritvember,  one  tfaoosaatf 
e^hl  htiadred  and  s?z,  bc,and  theyire  hereby, 
conflrmed  in  their  tmes  in  fee  simple,  respee* 
tivdy. 
Approved,  April  07, 1816. 


Aa  Aet  previdiag  in  the  distribatioa  of  om  biuidT«d 
thottssad  dollars  aauag  the  capCoia  of  the  Algenat 
vessels  uqitnred  and  xestored  to  the  Sey  of  Algiers. 
Be  it  enoctec^  4c.,  That  the  sam  i^  one  hun- 
dred tboasand  dollars  b^  and  the  sami  is  hereb|^ 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  ihe 
Treasury,*  not  otherwiee  appropriated,  and  dia- 
triboted  in  the  same  proporiioDs  and  under  the 
same  regulations  as  prize-money  is  now  by  law 
directed  to  be  diatribated,  among  the  capltna 
of  the  Algerioe  vessels,  captured  or  the  Ameri- 
iean  sqnadrony  under  tne  command  of  Commo- 
dore Diccatar,and  afterwards  restored  to  the  Def 
of  Alglera. 
Approved,  April  87, 1816. 

An  Act  maUaf  afprepriatieBs  tor  rabellding  lighk 
hoosas,  and  Sn  eoaipletiog  tiw  plan  of  hcbtiag 
thaoB,  according  to  the  impravemenla  of  Wiualew 
Lewis,  fiir  j^dog  beacons  and  bnegis,  ftwpiesarv- 
ing  Iiittle  GoU  uland,  and  ibr  eorr^ing  ms  caait 
ef  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  sams  hereiaaflMr 
mentioned  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appro> 
priated  for  the  following  purposea,  to  wit:  Pmr 
rehnilding  tho  light-bouse  on  Point  Juditht  Rhode 
Island,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  doUars.  Pat 
eompleiiag  the  fittiog  op  of  all  the  llght-bonses 
with  Wittslow  Lewis's  improvements,  ia  addi- 
tion to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  for  thai 
purpoee,  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  For  the  coa- 
stroction  of  works  deemed  necessary  ibr  the  pre- 
servation of  Little  Qui!  island/ thirty  thousand 
dollars.  For  rebnildii^  the  ligbt-hease  on  New 
Point  Comfort,  Tirginia,  seven  thousand  doUare. 
For  rebuilding  the  Itght-hoose  oo  Baker's  Islandi 
Maasaehusetts,  four  thousand  dollars.*  For  the 
followiog  objecu,  being  tbc  balaaees  of  formec 
appropriations  for  the  same  purposes,  carried  la 
surplus  fund :  For  erecting  fight'booses  at  the 
month  of  the  Mississippi,  and  at  or  near  the  pitch 
of  Cape  Lookout,  North  Carolina,  thirty-four 
^usaod  nine  hundred  and  nhiety<flve  doltarfc 
For  rebuiMinra  Hgh(4ovse  at  Nanshawo  idand, 
near  TarpaaUn  Cove,  Massaehasett^  two  tboa- 
saad font  baadied  and  seventy-five  dolhira.  For 
eteettag  a  beaeoa  and  pkciog  bnoyarnear  the  en- 
trance of  Savannah  river,  two  thousand  tan 
hnadred  and  ntoety-fMr  dollara  and  cighiy>five 
cents.  For  plaeii^  buoys  and  beaeons  at  or  near 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Beverly,  Massa- 
ehiMotia,  three  hundred  and  forty-one  doHars  and 
ninety-five  cents.  For  erecting  twe  lights  on 
Lake  Brie,  to  wit :  at  or  near  Bird  island,  and  on 
or  near  Prea^  Isle,  ooe  thousand  five  hundred 
and  ainely  dollars.  For  plneiog  beacons  and 
buoys  oa  Qcoi^own  bar,  and  in  Winyaw  Bay, 
Bontb  Carriina,  one  thousand  five  hondred  d«- 
IftR.  Vor  nboiM^  tht  BaMhatd  light* haaa 
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ia  North  Carolioa,  fifun  thoiwuKl  doUais.  For 
dcfraTiof  the  exptnie  of  tarref  iof  tb«  eout  of 
the  UoUed  Statea,  fifijr-foDr  tboanod  i«v«a  hoo- 
drcd  and  tweoty  dollare  aad  fiftr-sereo  eeata. 
For  Tepairiof  piera  ia  Uc  harbor  of  Newbarjr- 
port,  MasMeeiuelts,  a  sum  not  ezeeediag  sevea 
buadred  dollars:  Provided,  That  the  jarisdietioo 
•f  the  site  where  aoeh  piera  are  erieetcd  shall  be 
irti  ceded  to  the  Uoiied  Statei. 
ApproTed,  April  87, 1816. 


An  Act  to  aatborise  the  baildiag;  of  three  ligbt-bovie^ 
TB :  OB*  *0D  Race  Point,  one  oa  Poiat  OamakOD* 
and  one  on  the  islaadof  Petite  Manoa,  ia  the  8t^ 
of  MuMchBietts. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  as  aoon  as  a  cessioa 
shall  be  made  by  the  Suie  of  B4[a8sachasetu  to 
the  Uoited  Siatea,  of  the  jarisdietion  orer  the 
UmI  eoffieif at  for  the  pnrpoeei  the  Scerelanr  of 
^e  Treasury  shall  be,  aad  he  is  herebyi  autho^ 
ixed  to  pruride,  far  eootraet,  to  be  approred  by 
the  Preaideat  of  the  United  States,  for  building 
three  ligbt-hooaea,  viz:  one  on  Race  Point,  one 
<te  Polat  OammoD,  in  the  towa  of  Tirmoutb, 
aod  aae  on  the  island  called  Petite  Maooo,  near 
Naraguans  nrer,  in  the  Scate  of  Massachusetts ; 
aad  to  furnish  the  same  with  all  necessary  sup- 
plies, and  also  to  asree  for  the  salaries  or  wages 
of  the  persons  woo  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President  for  the  soperinteodeoce  and  care  of 
the  same;  and  the  President  shall  be  authorized 
lo  make  the  said  appointments. 

Beo.  3.  And  be  tt  further  enacted,  That  the 
MM  of  eight  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  oat  of  any  moneys  ta  the 
Treasory  not  otherwisa  appropriated,  for  the  pur- 
poses aforeaaid,  aad  also  tor  purchasiag  aoeh  lots 
of  laad  as  shall  be  required  for  the  erection  of 
the  said  light*hoiues,  aod  other  baildings  oeces- 
aarily  connected  therewith. 

Bic.  3.  And  he  it  Jiuiher  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasary  be,  and  be  is  hereby, 
aothorized  lo  cause  the  light  of  Scituale  light- 
house to  be  eztinsuished,  should  the  eitinguish- 
ment  thereof  be  deemed  expedient  for  the  safety 
ri"  the  navigation  oa  that  coast. 

Approved,  April  87, 1816. 

An  Act  to  ftothorize  Uie  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to  the 
United  States  in  the  district  of  JefisfaeaviUe,  at 
the  land  office  io  said  district. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  the  raster  and  rt* 
eeiver  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of  Jeffer- 
sonviUe  be,  aad  they  are  hereby,  aothoriated  to 
expose  to  public  sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  at  the 
laad  office  aforesaid,  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land 
which  may  hereaftu  become  forfeited  to  the 
United  States  for  non-payment,  under  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  are,  or  mny  be,  praseribad  by 
law. 

Sio.  S,4$d  be  U  further  enaded,  That  so 
mueh  of  aay  former  act  of  Congress  aa  requires 
tha  rcgbter  and  raoeiver  of-tha  oiscriet  aforeaaid 
to  ezpoae  to  public  sale,  at  the  eoun-honsa  of  (he 
cMiMy  in  which  the  said  land  office  ia  calaUuhad, 


,  ,  ■  

aay  tract  or  tracts  of  land  which  maj  hiwa 

forfeited  to  the  Uoited  Stales  for  oan-payMl, 
b^  aad  the  sane  ia  hereby,  repealed. 
Approved,  April  87, 1816. 


An  Act  lor  the  relief  of  George  T.  Reaa,  Oiaiaf  T. 
PatteisoB,  aad  the  efhata  aad  nkwi  laMly  andbe 
Orir  eonmaad. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e.j  That  so  much  of  the  ael 
proceeds  of  the  forfeitures  and  penalilea,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  thousand  dollars,  as  has  accrued  to 
the  United  States  by  the  condeunatioQ  aad  sale 
of  the  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  which  were 
uken  near  the  island  of  Barrauria,  on  the  west- 
ern coast  of  Louisiana,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod  foai^ 
teen,  by  a  land  and  naval  force,  under  the  cosa- 
mand  of  Colonel  George  T.  Ross  and  Caplaia 
Daniel  T.  Patienon,  and  which  were  condemaed 
and  sold  by  order  of  the  district  coon  of  the  Voh 
ted  States  for  the  Orleaas  district,  for  vielaijon 
of  laws  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  the  taine 
are  hereby,  girea  up  and  relinquished  io  favor  of 
the  eaid  GMrge  T.  Ross  aod  Daniel  T.  PatlOK 
son.  the  amount  of  the  said  aet  proceeds  of  the 
said  sales,  not  exoeediag  Gfty  thoosaad  doliars, 
out  of  aay  money  ta  the  Treasury  not  oiherwiaa 
appropriated,  to  be  distributed  amoag  the  Jawt 
and  naval  forcea  employed  ia  the  eapcure  of  the 
said  vesaela,  io  auch  proportions,  aad  aader  aaela 
regulatioiia.  as  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and 
Navy,  wiiQ  the  approbatioQ  of  the  Piasiden^ 
shall  prescribe  and  determiae. 

Apprared,  April  37, 1816. 

An  Act  providiag  for  cases  of  lost  militaij  Uad  wai^ 
rants,  and  disdurses  for  faithfiil  sarTieas. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  when  any^  soldier  of 
the  regular  army  taaving  obtained  a  military  iand 
warrant  shall  have  lust,  or  siuil  herafter  loae 
the  same,  or  the  said  warrant  shall  hare  been  oc 
may  be  by  accident  destroyed,  every  such  soldier 
shall,  upon  proof  thereof,  to  the  satiafactioa  of 
Che  Secretary  of  War,  be  enUtled  to  a  patcat,  ia 
like  maaaer  aa  if  the  aaid  warrant  wasprodueed. 

Sio.  2.  And  be  UJurtker  enadedj  Tbac  ia  alt 
cases  of  dtscha^es  uom  the  military  aerrieeef 
the  United  Stales  of  any  soldier  of  the  regulic 
army,  when  it  shall  appear  to  the  satiafactioa  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  that  a  certificate  of  faith- 
ful services  bas  been  omitted,  by  the  ntgieetai 
the  disichargiog  officer,  by  miscontftmctioa  oftke 
taw,  or  by  any  other  neglect  or  casually,  saeh 
omission  shall  pot  prevent  the  issuiogof  the  war- 
rant aad  patent  as  in  other  easa.  And  when  ii 
shall  be  proven,  as  afbresaid,  that  aay  soMier  of 
the  regular  army  has  lost  his  discharge  aad  oer^ 
tifieate  of  fiuthful  service,  the  Secretary  of  War 
shall  cause  such  pepera  to  he  Airoished  such  sol- 
dier  of  the  regulararmy  aa  wiUeaiiile  him  loW 
land  warrant  nnd  patent:  Prwrided,  Such  naaa- 
aure  he  justified  by  the  time  of  hwealiauaeaLthe 
period  «  aervtoe^  and  the  report  of  aooM  omm 
of  chaoOTpe  to  which  he  was  atiaahed. 

ApiMoved,  April  S7,  IBIA. 
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Am  A«t  ftr  the  idiaf  of  Thomu  Tmr,  WflUua 
TooBC,  WiUUmMoMtaj,  ud  WilliaiB  LmcIi. 

Ae  it  etuteted,  fc.,  That  the  Beeretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  aod  be  is  hereb;.  aaihorized  and 
direeted  to  seiUe  the  claims  or  Thomas  Parrer^ 
Witlitm  TfHiBsri  WiUiam  Moseley,  and  William 
Leech,  aMistaot  marshals,  appoiated  to  take  the 
eeosDs,  and  ao  aeeonat  of  the  manafactares  in 
South  Oarolina,  id  the  year  one  thonsand  ei^ht 
ttaudred  and  tea,  aod  to  allovr  them,  in  the  setile- 
mcDt  thereof,  saeb  compensation  as  may  be  »de- 
Doate  to  the  serrices  which  they  periojrmed  in 
the  capacity  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Aitd  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
imouDt  thereof,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
mid  to  the  said  Thomas  Farrer,  William  Yo»D|r, 
William  Moseley,  and  William  Leech,  out  of 
tBj  moDey  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro* 
pnated.— Approred,  April  37^  1816. 

An  Act  previding  an  additimitl  compenstttoa  to  the 
district  judge  of  the  MUlhem  district  of  New  York. 
Be  it  enacted,       That  there  be  paid  to  the 
tiarrict  jadge  of  the  southero  district  of  the  State 
if  New  3^ork,  oat  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
lot  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  one  tbou; 
and  fire  hundred  dollars,  for  a  compeosatioo  for 
lis  services  in  boldlog  the  coons  of  the  Uoited 
Slates,  in  the  norihern  district  of  said  State. 
Approred,  April 27, 1816. 

Kxk  Act  to  antUe  the  hvfj  Court  of  the  eoua^  of 
Aiezaisdris  to  li^  a  tax  Kir  the  ptupos*  «f  de^T* 
bg  thtt  expense     erecting  a  jsU  and  oouri-hoDes. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  it  shall  aod  may  be 
awful  for  the  levy  ewirt  of  the  county  of  Alez- 
tndria,  in  the  Diairiet  of  Colombia,  to  rajae,  by  a 
ax  upon  tha  taxable  johabituu  of  iha  said 
loanty,  a  sum  soffioient  to  defray  tha  ezpeaae  of 
wilding  a  jail  aod  eoorl*boo8^  for  the  said 
Bounty,  which  sum  shall  ba  approprimtad  to  the 
trccUon  of  such  botldiags  aeooraiogly,  oodcr  the 
lirectioD  of  the  said  eoorc 
Approred}  April  S7, 1B16. 

Lb  Act  to  anOatian  Iba  Mmyiav  and  isakiac  ft  Mod 

in.  lbs  TsnilSfly  af  miagisb 

BeUtmaetedffc^  That  th«  FMaidaBt  of  the 
Unitad  Slaioa  b^  and  ha  is  benbr,  omhoriaad 
■0  ai^mat  Iteee  eomnisBionera,  woo  shall  tx- 
Itlor^  aarvey,  aod  mark  in  the  most  clifibl* 
wuiM^  ft  road  from  Shawaoac  town,oo  tha  Ohio 
irerj  to  the  United  States  aalioe,  and  to  Kaa- 
nikiafio  tha  Illinois  Territory}  and  Mid  eoot^ 
aissioDors  make  ont  aceurate  plau  of  soeh 
>,arTey%  accompanied  with  field  notes,  and  eo^ 
ify  and  transmit  the  sane  to  the  President  of 
he  United  Stales,  who,  if  he  apiwores  of  said 
wrrejr,  shall  canse  the  plau  thereof  to  be  dcpos* 
led  in  the  ofl&ce  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  : 
Elates,  and  the  said  road  shall  be  oonstdered  as 
atabliabed  and  accepted. 

8B0.3.  And  be  UJiuiker  mmrtmt,  That  the 
«id  md  ahaU  bt  ojpmd  mi  «adattdertka 


direction  of  the  President  of  tha  United  Statn^ 
in  such  manner  as  he  shall  direct, 

B».  a  And  U  it  Juriher  emxatedj  That  the 
said  eommissioners  shall  eaeh  be  entitled  to  r©» 
ecire  three  dolhirs,  and  their  assistants  one  dollar 
aod  fifty  cents,  for  each  and  erery  day  which 
they  shall  be  necessarily  employed  ib  the  ezpio* 
ring,  sorveyiiu',  and  marking  said  road  ;  aod  for 
the  purpose  of  compensating  the  aforesaid  com* 
missioners  aod  their  assistants,  and  opeaiDg  and. 
markio|f  said  road,  there  shall  be,  and  hereoT  is, 
■pproprtated  the  sum  of  eig^l  thousand  dolurs, 
to  be  paid  oat  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treaanry  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approred,  April  87, 1816. 


An  Act  ibrtbe  rdief  of  Taylor  sad  MoNeal>E«UB 
and  McNeri,  and  Heniy  and  Ji^  McClesslar. 

Be  it enac(ed|4e,.  That  the  proper  accountint 
officers  of  the  War  Department  be,  aod  they  aee 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  auditand  seule 
the  claim  of  Taylor  and  HcNeal,  Brans  and 
Neal,  and  Henry  and  John  McCleester,  for  the 
use  of  their  seow^  applied  under  the  aatliority  af 
the  United  Stales,  for  the  parpose  oC  making  a 
temporary  tvidge  orer  the  basio  at  Baltimore,  ia 
the  month  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  and  to  allow  them,  in  the  set- 
tlement thsreofj  such  compensation  as  may  bo 
reasonable  end  just  for  the  use  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  JvrtAer  enacUd,  That  the 
amount  thereof,  when  so  aseertaiocd,  shall  bo 

Bid  to  the  said  Taylor  and  MeNea^  Braiw  and 
oNeal,  and  Henry  and  John  BleClaeatcr,  out  of 
ao^  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  »ptn^ 
prMted. 
Approred,  April  87, 1816. 


An  Act  providing  fer  the  sal*  of  the  tractirf'  had,  e$ 
the  British  fort  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  thf 
foat  of  the  Rapids,  and  ioi  other  poipoaes. 

Be  it  efiaetecL  ^c^  That  so  noeh  of  tha  tract 
of  lead  of  iweira  miles  square,  at  tha  Btitiah 
fort  of  the  Miami  of  ihe  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Rapids,"  eeded  b)r  the  Wyandots,  Delawarea, 
Sbawanoei^  Ottawaa,  Chippewas,  Paiawaumiai^ 
Miamis,Bel  Riror,  Woaa^  Kidtapooa,  Piaohft> 
ahftva,  and  Kaskaskias  iribea  of  ladiaa^  to  lha 
United  Stalti^  by  the  treaty  of  CbecariUei  of  thi 
third  of  August,  one  thousand  serenhuadrodoMl 
nin«y-fire,  abaH,  under  the  dtreeiien  of  Ihe  S» 
veyor  Qeoctal,  bo  laid  off  into  town  lots^  street^ 
aM  arenues,  and  into  out  lots,  in  sueh  mauur, 
and  of  soeh  dimensions,  as  he  maf  judge  proper: 
Prooided^  The  tract  so  to  be  laid  off  shall  net 
exceed  the  quantity  of  land  eoatained  in  two 
entire  sections,  nor  the  town  lots  one-quarter  of 
an  nere  each.  Wbeo  the  surrey  of  the  lets  shaU 
be  completed,  a  plat  thereof  shall  be  returned  to 
the  Surreyor  Gteneral,  on  which  towu  lots  and 
out  lots  shall,  respectirely,  be  designated,  hj 
ficssire  numbers,  who  shall  cause  two  eoptes  to 
be  made,  one  to  be  transmitted,  with  a  copy  of 
tte  fUld  aoie%  to  tha  ConaiiiioBfr  of  thaw»' 
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•Ml  Land  OSct,  and  tbe  othtr  to  ifae  v^bMr  of 
the  liDd  o&ee  M  Woonter. 

Sio.  S.  And  bt  ii  AiHker  emcltd,  That,  pre- 
noiMly  to  the  dispoMu  at  pablio  mk  of  tbe  heforo 
nMdottsd  ttftct  of  laod,  ib«  Suetctm  (Seacnl 
aball,  Bod  be  h  herebjr  directed  to  iMorref,  and 
saarlt  the  extsior  linesof  tbe  aaid  crMt,  oMtfonn- 
mUj  t«  the  mnej  mad*  io  Dcoenber,  om  thoiK 
saad  eiffat  boDdied  and  fire,  hj  virtue  of  tbe  aoi 
of  the  third  of  March,  lyu  tboutaad  eiffht  htt»< 
dred  Md  fire,  ud  also  lo  ««ae  divieioMl  liaai 
Io  be  ran  tbrngh  eaeh  eeetios  ajid  fnciioBol  aee- 
tfan  Uadioc  on  Uwaaid  river,  so  thaieaoh  labdi* 
Tiiioo  majr  eootain,  as  otrndj  at  najr  be,  «ue 
haodred  aod  i fxiy  acras  eaok.  Aad  ia  like  nao- 
Ber  to  cause  the  Qreat  island,"  lyiag  at  tbe  foot 
of  the  rapids,  io  tbe  said  river,  to  be  survejred, 
•Dd  by  Itae^  ranaiaf  sorth  aad  sonib,  Co  diridii 
the  same,  as  nearly  «•  najr  be,  into  six  equal  parts ; 
(bti  is  to  M  jr,  tbat  part  of  the  said  island,  deaeribed 
ia  the  sarvey  of  the  said  eeosioo,  ae  lying  in  town- 
afaia  aamber  three,  in  four  parts  i  and  that  part 
oftfaa  Miid  talaod  lyioi^  io  township  nnmber  four, 
into  two  parts:  Rronded,  Thai  io  ruantog  the 
aabdirisional  liiiet  a*  interference  shall  be  osade 
aSeetiag  or  impairing  the  rights  of  persons  to 
whom  letters  patent  have  been  gnaied  for  land 
If  iog  within  the  limits  of  the  said  twriva  miles 
aquarc,  aor  afleetiag  the  seleetioa  or  loeaiion 
fcrraafter  to  be  made  under  tbe  dircctioo  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  military  purposes:  Pro' 
«l(fedate>,TbatiD  □oeas^sbatltbssubdiriiioaal 
lines  be  so  lun  as  to  eateod  lo,  o^  embiaee  the 
bad  of  tbe  rnrer,  which  sball  be  deemed,  and  is 
hereby  declared  to  be,  a  paUie  highway :  And 
prm^dedaito,  That  the  whole  e^^ase  of  resur- 
reying  and  marking  the  exterior  lines  of  tbe  said 
cession  and  of  the  subdirisional  lines  of  thf  sec- 
tions, lyiog  adjacent  to  the  river,  shall  not  exceed 
three  dollars  for  every  mile  actually  surveyed, 
tc-anrveyed,  and  markM,  by  vlrtdeof  tbla  and  ibe 
preceiKag  section. 

8x0.  3.  Andbe  it  fartJiermacted,  Th%t  att  the 
laod  ooDtataed  within  tbe  aforesaid  ceseioa  of 
twelve  milea  aqoare,  n«  excepted  by  virtae  of 
any  seeitoo  of  this  act,  shall,  with  tbe  csceprioo 
of  aamber  sixteen,  which  shall  ba  reservad  la 
aaeb  township,  for  the  support  of  sehoala  wliliia 
Um  tame,  and  wiib  the  exoeptioo  also  of  tb«  salt 
apriacs  and  land  reserved  for  tbe  ase  of  •bosane, 
be  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  at  Weo- 
atsr,  ia  the  State  of  Ohio,  ander  tbe  direction  of 
tfae  legtster  aad  receiver  of  the  land  oOoe,  and  oa 
saeb  day  or  days  as  shall,  by  a  pubtfe  ppoclama- 
iton  of  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  be  d«- 
•Igaated  for  that  porpoee.  Theaalefbr  the  qaar- 
•er  seetions,  fraetioaal  quarter  sectione,  aod  i^"  the 
town  lot*  aod  out  lots,  shall  remain  open  at  Woo* 
ater,  for  seven  days  and  no  longer.  The  quarter 
aeetioas,  and  fractional  quarter  aectioaa,  shall  not 
be  sold  for  less  iban  two  doHars  an  acre  J  tbe  in 
lote  for  less  than  twenty  dollars  each,  nor  any 
oat  lots  for  less  than  at  tbe  rate  of  ive  dollar* 
per  aare ;  and  riiall,  ia  every  other  taspeet,  be  sold 
oa  tba  same  tama  aad  oondf  liona  aa  hava  baaa 
or  aar  b%  by  law,  piovMad  for  riM  laa^a  aaU 


noetb  af  tte  Ohio  riv»,  and  akove  tbe  mai^  af 
EentiMky  rtiar.  Ail  the  laa[is«tlMr  than  Aarc- 
servcd  aeetioas  and  those  oxcefNed.  a*  ahnvem 
tioaed,  resBaioing  nosold  at  tbe  cloaiof  of  the 
pablie  sales,  i)wy  oe  disposed  of  atBtiTatcaal^lly 
the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Woaater,  ^ 
ably  to  th*  pioTisioos  of  this  act,  aad  in  the  i 
manner,  uader  the  same  regulatioas  aad  o 
tions,  as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  ta 
sale  of  Uie  lands  of  tbe  Uotted  Stalea  metA  «C 
tbe  Ohio  river,  aod  above  the  mouth  of  K^iarky 
river^  Aad  pateeu  may  ba  obtaiaed  for  ail  laam 
granted  or  sold  within  the  said  oeaauw,  ia  tbi 
sane  maoaar,  and  on  tba  aam*  tarata,  a*  ate  « 
mar  be  provided  by  law  for  land  sold  ia  tbe  Siait 
of  Ohio.  Thesapertntendenuof  tbe  pablicaJe^ 
directed  by  this  sectioat  shall  reoaiva  foDv  dattn 
each,  for  each  day's  attendanee  oa  tfao  aaid  ale. 
Approved,  April  97, 181«. 


An  Act  fix  the  rdiaf  of  Charles  Roe*  and 
Brack,  surriving  execntors  of  Jdut  Kom,  i 

Be  it  enacted^  That  the  cemmisaoaes  to 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Coagnai, 
passed  at  the  present  sessioo,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  tbe  payment  for  property  los^eaptored, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  miJitary 
servio*  of  tbe  United  States,  aod  for  other  pur- 
poses," be,  and  be  is  hereto,  authorized  to  aadit 
and  settle  the  claim  of  Charles  Ross  aad  Samnel 
Breck,  surviving  execntors  of  John  Ross,  de- 
ceased,  by  ascertaining  or  causing  to  be  ascertain- 
ed, in  the  manoee  prescribed  to  uie  afocesaid  aet, 
theamount  of  diaaigaa  whteb  ihef  harsaaiiaiaid, 
ia  eoosequeaee  of  Ibe  oe«palfaOj  by  llie  uoaps 
of  the  United  States,  of  Point  Paua,  ia  (bo  Btete 
of  Qaorgia,  ia  the  loss  of  tba  reaf  itf  tba  fma  «> 
leched  thereto,  the  destructioa  of  the  baUdb^n 
aod  of  the  wood,  and  other  fori  thefcon. 

Sm).%.  And  be  U  JkrOur  eaacCadL  Tta  ib* 
ameuat  thereof,  whan  aaascertaiQed,  shall  be  paid 
to  the  said  Chmtes  Ross  aad  »Hmind  Bitak, 
eeatocs  aforesaid,  oat  of  any  aaaaf  ia  ibe  Tiaa- 
surjr  not  otherwise  anpnmriaicd. 

Apiwovedf  April  Sf,  1816. 

AaAO.iiiiHiMaiagtba  aaaasi : 

arraiav  aad  aqaipfiag  tba  i 
Btitmaeted,^,  That th«[«aMllaBnor«M 
haodred -thooaaod  dollaia,  a*  appropiiaMd  Sat  cbe 
pnrpesc  «r  peot  idiogaims  aad  m  ttitary 
for  tbe  militia,  either  bf  pui 


purebaaa  or 
tare,  aeoordiag  to  the  act  of  tba  tweaty-ihtrd  af 
April,  oae  thoasaad  eight  huadred  aad  e^it,  ea- 
tioed  ^'An  aet  making  provision  for  armiaf  aaf 
eqaippiog  the  whole  body  of  tba  militia  of  <bt 
United  Stateis"  ^  V^^x  eaofa  yaar,  iv 
speeiireiy,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Traaaary  aet 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sbg.S.  AndbeUJvrOn-emutmlj  Tbatthasaa 
approprtased,tobepaida8aforesaid,ahallbeajppbid 
for  th*  pu^ose,  Md  aeoordioff  to  Iho  iiiuaiiia 
apeeified  in  said  aet,  withoiu  wAug  liaU*  at  any 
tioM  10  6*  owcM  to  tbi  acaonac  of  tbo  swilas 
And  —iMif  ia  tba  a<  of  iha  ibrt  rf 
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Hank,  OM  ibou«uiid«i(lM  teidMAiBdl  bim^  mh 
iiled  "An  «•«  fwtker  »  mmtmA  tW  wveral  acti 
ot  the  MUUubaMoi  ud  legiMu  of  ih<  Tre»- 
orff  W«r,udMar]F  D*ptrtiD«DU/' shall  beooa* 
trued  to  authorize  Ibe  tiapoferriBg  of  ih«  iiiia 
tanuaUjr  api^epfiatMl  asafoMtaid^oraoy  portioo 
faertoff  to  anr  other  Iwaaeh  (tf  flumdiMra. 
Approved,  AprU  89, 181A. 


in  Act  for  Ae  relitf  of  Menuuh  Miner  aai  Ifuc 
Denicon. 

Se  it  enacted,  ^c^  That  the  proper  aceouQtiag 
ifficers  of  the  Treasury  Departmeot  be,  and  tbey 
ire  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to 
tfeaasiah  Mioer  the  sum  of  three  hoodred  and 
hrce  dollari  and  seTeDty-fimr  centa,  tod  to  Isaac 
DeafsoB  -the  stim  of  two  hundred  and  fifty>five 
lollars  and  ninety-two  cent^  oat  of  any  money  in 
he  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  forser- 
rices  rendered  and  expenses  incorred  by  said 
tleoassah  in  providing  for  his  son  John  Miner, 
ind  for  like  services  and  expettdilares  rendered 
jad  incurred  by  Isaac  Denison  in  providing  for 
lis  son  Frederick  Denison,  white  they  were  dis- 
ssed  by  wounds  received  Df  them  in  the  service 
<f  the  United  States  in  defence  of  Stoaiufiton 
'oint,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hnndred 
nd  fourteen. 

Appro  Ted,  Aprit  20^  1616. 


in  Act  fiir  zedacinf  the  licenses  to  retailers  of  winei^ 
spiritooos  liquors,  uid  brdgn  merchsndise. 
Be  a  tnacted,  ifc^  That,  from  and  after  the 
hirty-Grst  dav  of  December  next,  the  additional 
lutieslaid  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirit- 
loas  liquors  and  foreign  merchandiae,  by  the 
htrd  motion  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  pro- 
rideadditionalrevenncafordefrayiBg  the  expenffes 
>f  Oovernment  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
ty  laying  duties  on  sales  at  aoction,  and  on  lieen- 
les  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  fbreign 
bercbaadise,  and  for  increasing  the  rates  of  post* 
Lgc,'*  pa»>fdon  the  tweaty-^ihird  day  of  December, 
me  thousand  eight  bondred  tod  ibtirteefl,  shall 
;ease  and  determine ;  and  in  ease  of  any  ap|rfica- 
ion  for  a  license  to  retail,  between  the  thirtieth 
lay  of  June  and  the  first  day  of  Jaooary  next,  a 
icense  therefor  shall,  agreeably  to  the  present 
ates  of  duty,  be  granted,  to  expire  on  the  thirty- 
Irst  of  December  next,  on  poytog  to  tbe  collector 
I  sum  which  shall  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the 
luty  for  a  year  by  the  existing  rates  as  tbe  time 
or  which  tbe  license  may  be  granted  shall  bear 
o  a  year  j  and  for  n^lect  or  faiiore  to  obtain 
neb  license,  the  same  penalty  shall  be  Ineurred, 
D  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  for  the  neglect 
IT  failure  to  obtain  a  license  noder  the  act,  enti- 
led "An  act  lading  duties  on  licenses  to  retaileis 
f  wioes,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merehan- 
ise,"  passed  on  tbe  second  of  Angnu,  one  thoo- 
in4  eigbt  hundred  and  thirtoea :  Pnmded,  That 
fter  the  first  day  of  January  next,  no  retailer  of 
Dportcd  salt  aloaa,  wfaoae  aiock  in  trade  shall 
t  «gin— J     h«n<itJ  iollfj  ihall  ha— yaUii 


to  take  otrt  a  license  for  retailing  the  same,  nor  be 
liable  to  any  poaaliy  or  forfeitiirc  for  faiiti^  to 
do  so. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


An  Act  teeulatiDg  the  carrenev,  within  the  United 
SUtes,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britaia,  France, 
PortDgsl,  and  Spain,  and  die  crowns  of  France,  and 
five  firsno  {ricces. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  the  passage  of 
this  act,  and  for  three  years  thereafter,^  and  no 
longer,  Ibe  following  gold  and  silver  coins  shall 
pass  current  as  money  within  the  United  Statei^ 
and  bea  lenl  tender  for  tbe  payment  of  all  debu 
and  demands,  at  the  several  and  respective  ratca 
following  and  not  otherwise,  videlicit :  the  gold 
coins  of  Qreat  Briuio  and  Portugal,  of  their  pn»r 
ent  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundted  oeats 
for  every  seventy-seven  grains^  or  eighty-eight 
cents  and  eight-ninlbs  per  pennyweight;  the  gold 
coins  of  France,  of  their  present  standard,  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty-seven 
and  a  half  grains,  or  eighty-seven  and  a  quarter 
cents  per  pennyweight;  Uie  gold  coins  of  Spain, 
at  tbe  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty- 
eight  and  a  half  grains,  or  eighty-four  cents  per 
pennyweight;  the  crowns  of  France,  at  tbe  rote 
of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  centa  and  six-tenlbs, 
per  ounce,  or  one  hundred  and  ten  cents  for  eaoh 
crown  weighing  eighteen  pennyweights  and  ser- 
eateen  grama;,  tbe  five  franc  pieces,  at  the  rate 
of  one  hundred  and  sixteeen  cents  per  onoc^ox 
ninety-tbree  cenu  and  three  mills  for  each  five 
franc  piece,  weighing  atxteeit  pennyweights  and 
two  grains. 

Seo.  2.  AndbeitfiuiherMocted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  to 
eanse  assays  of  tbe  forej^oing  gold  and  silver 
ooiaa,  made,  current  hf  this  ael,  m  be  had  at  ite 
hiiai  of  tbe  Uaitad,  Siaiaa,  at  least  aoea  in  eienr 
year ;  and  lo  maka  raportef  (be  reauU  thwimi  Uk 
Congreta. 

Approved,  April  <9, 1816. 


An  Act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  If     of  the 
United  atatea. 

Be  U  eaaaed,  That,  foe  the  giadaal 
eaaasa  of  the  Nary  of  the  Uoilad.aiftte^iheaam 
of  oee  million  of  dallan  per  aoaom,  liw  eigbt 
years,  ia  berabv  apptepfialed,  iochiding  the  enA 
of  two  haa<lfed  ihooHUMl  dollars  par  aonam,  far 
tfiMe  yeata,  ee  the  unazpeadad  bakaee  ibetce^ 
appNfffiatad  by  aa  aot  approved  on  the  thiid  daf 
«  Marah,  oaetboasaad  eight  haodaedand  ftfteaoj 
tDtiikdj**Aa  aet  eoacerning  ^  Naval  ealab- 
tiabaaat." 

Sao.  2.  Ani  h$  U  fiuikar  mmvhd.  That  iba 
Preatdant  of  the  United  States  b^  and  he  ia  heM> 
by  authorized,  to  eanae  to  be  bnitt  sine  abipa,  to 
rate  not  lees  thu  eerety-foar  faaa  eaeh,  and 
twdve  sbip^  to  fate  not  less  tbaa  foety'^or  guaa 
eaeh,  inelading  oae  seraaty-foar  and  three  fOTtf> 
four  gun  sbip^  aathetiaed  to  be  boilr  by  u  a«c 
beaiiaf  date  oa  the  aaaead  day  «f  tmntf,  eaa 
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ihaoiud  eight  huodred  end  tbirteea,  eslitled 
"  Aa  act  to  io6K«ie  the  Narr  of  the  United 
States and,  id  carrf  ing  this  act  iaio  effect,  the 
President  shall  be,  and  Ee  is  herebjr  aatborized, 
as  iOOD  as  the  timber  aad  other  Decessary  mate- 
tials  are  procured,  and  the  timber  properly  sea- 
soned, to  cause  ih«  said  slilps  to  be  ouitt  and 
eqoipped;  or,  if  in  his  judgmeol,  it  will  more 
cooduee  to  the  public  interest,  he  majr  cause  the 
■aid  ships  to  be  framed  and  remain  on  the  stocks, 
and  kept  in  the  best  state  of  preserTation,  to  be 
prepared  for  service  in  the  shortest  time  practi- 
cable, when  the  public  exigency  may  require 
dirm. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That,  for 
the  defence  of  the  pons  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  the  President  shall  be,  and  be  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  cause  to  be  procured  the  steam 
engines,  and  all  the  iihperisbable  materials  neces- 
sary for  building  and  equipping  three  steam  bat- 
teries, on  the  most  approved  plan,  and  best  cal- 
culated for  the  waters  lo  which  they  are  to  act; 
and  such  materials  shall  be  secured  in  the  best 
maoner,  to  insure  the  completing  such  batteries 
in  the  shortest  time  practicable^  when  they,  or 
either  of  them,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
may  be  required  for  the  public  serriee;  and  the 
President  is  further  aathorized  to  cause  to  be 
completed  and  kept  in  the  best  state  of  preserTa- 
tion, the  block  ship  now  on  the  stocks,  near  New 
Orleans. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  JUrther  eruteted,  That  the 
moneys  appropriated  by  this  act  shall  not  be 
transferred  to  any  other  ohjefit  of  expenditure, 
nor  shall  any  part  thereof  be  carried  to  the  fund 
denominated    the  surplus  fond." 

Approrcd,  April  29, 1816. 

An  Act  •applementurj  to  aa  aet  maUng  dtenttons 
in  tha  TraaauT  and  War  Sepaitmaats,  paaasd  the 
oi^d^ofM«y,17m. 

Be  it  enacted,        That  there  shall  be  ap- 

Eointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
yand  viththeadvicamodconsentof  the  Senate, 
an  additional  Accountant  of  the  Department  of 
IVar,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  adjust  and  settle 
all  the  accounts  in  that  Department  existing' 
al  the  conclusion  of  the  hie  war  and  are  now 
ViMttled.  In  the  execution  of  this  duty  he  shall 
conform  to  the  regulations  which  goTero  the 
Aecouatant  of  the  War  Denartment,  and  shall 
receire  the  same  compensation  for  his  services 
ud  be  entitled  to  the  same  pririleges  of  franking. 

Sboi  2.  AndbeUJurtherenacUd,  That  for  de- 
Iraving  the  expenses  of  clerks  to  be  employed 
vnder^ia  direMioD^and  for  the  payment  of  his 
salary,  the  anm  of  eight  thousand  eight  handred 
and  BCTen  'doUan  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treamiry  not  otherwiaa  appro- 
priated. 

8bo.  3.  AndbeitfurOtereHacledy  Thatthiaact 
shall  continue  in  force  for  one  year  from  the  paaa- 
Ing  thereof,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  aaaioo  of 
Congress  thweafter,  and  no  loom* 

Approaad,  April  29^ 


An  Atet  to  esUblMfaa  had  disbka  is  BfiBoisTyaolngr, 
north  of  t^  district  of  Waakaakia 

Be  it  enaetedt  fc,  That  so  mneh  of  the  priik 
lands  of  the  United  States,  heretofore  iaelaM 
within  the  land  district  of  Kaska^U,  and  lyiss 
north  of  the  baso  line  in  IlUnoia  Teriilivf,  skj 
form  a  new  land  diatriet,  for  the  diapaalif  ik 
said  lands,  and  for  ^ich  purpose  a  Iaa4  eCee 
shall  be  established  at  Edwardsville,  Ibimn 
county,  under  the  direction  of  the  rt^stu  tl  ike 
land  office  and  receiver  of  public  moaeyitokea^ 
pointed  for  that  purpose,  who  ahall  roidcaiiK 
place,  give  security  in  the  same  nManer  aadii 
the  same  sums,  and  whose  eompeosadoB,  tmtth 
menis,  duties  and  authority  shall,  in  erery  nsfxt. 
be  the  same  in  relation  to  the  lands  whtek  ibll 
be  disposed  of  at  their  office,  as  are  or  may  k  by 
law  provided  in  relation  to  the  registers  uirt- 
ceivers  of  public  moneys  in  the  seroal  ofieo, 
established  for  the  disposal  of  the  Ian<b(rf'(tc 
United  Stales  northwest  of  the  river  Ohia 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  Tktt  i&e 
said  lands  shall  he  disposed  of  in  the  saaewa- 
ner,  and  on  the  same  terms  aod  coodiiion,as  an 
or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  aale  of  paUic 
lands  la  the  district  of  Kaskaskia  ;  pronded  ifeU 
BO  tract  of  land,  excepted  from  the  aale  bw  rirtBE 
of  any  former  act,  shall  be  s(dd  by  vzrue  of 
this  act. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 

An  Act  to  increase  the  anpenaatian  of  Aa  i^win 
tendsDts  of  the  mfton&ettniesirf  ana^  at  n^■ia^Ml^ 
and  Harper's  Ytnj, 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  in  addition  to  the  |iay 
and  rations,  as  at  present  fixed,  of  the  sopnia- 
tendents  of  the  manufactories  of^ amu,  at  Spriaf- 
field  and  Harper's  Ferry,  they  ahall  receive  tkiitf 
dollars  per  month,  and  one  ration  per  day. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


An  Act  antboiixiog  the  Jodgea  of  the  Cizei^  C«rt, 
and  the  Attoniej  for  the  District  of  CoIukii.tt 
preparea  code  of  jurisprudence  fi>r  the  aaU  OMel 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c^  That  the  judges  of  the  ti^ 
cuit  court,  and  the  attorney  of  the  District  d 
Columbia,  be.  and  they  are  hereby,  aathoriaed  u 
prepare  and  digest  a  code  of  jarispnidence,  botk 
civil  and  criminal,  for  the  said  District,  to  bt 
hereaAer  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uaitci 
Staler  to  be  modified,  altered,  or  adopted  as  n 
them  shall  seem  proper. 

Sio.  2.  And  bi  it  Mker  maeUd.  Tint  the 
sum  of  one  thooiand  five  biudred  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  to  the 
said  judges  and  the  attoraeir  aforeaaid,  aaa  coot- 
pensatioD  for  their  acrvicea  in  tbia  reject,  oai  of 
any  money  in  the  Ttcaaary,  not  othenraa  tf 
prinwiated. 

Approved,  April  3^  1816. 

Aa  Act  anthoiising  payment  for  rilsiMieia  c^liad 
by  private  armed  vasoala. 

ill  enacted,  ^  That  the  Seeretarw  «f  tht 
l^wpary  h^  and  Jw  i>  hciri»y,  aaihodsed  «iA  If 
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qaired  to  MUle  tad  pay  imto  the  owners,  offioen, 
aod  crewi  of  prirate  armed  ressels,  the  boaoty 
altoweJ  by  law  for  the  prisooers  captured  ead 
bruusbt  iaio  port,  aod  drJivtred  to  the  HEf'^* 
the  Uuited  Siatet^  captured  on  board  apy  Briilah 
Teswl  after  ibe  exebaoge  of  the  ratifieatioas  of 
the  imty  of  peace  between  the  Uniied  States 
aad  Ornt  Britaio,  but  before  the  aaid  treaty  took 
effect  in  the  latiiade  whereio  the  capture  was 
made;  and  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasurjr  i« 
hereby  avtborind  to  pay  the  afbrtaatd  eJainu 
OBt  01  uy  money*  ki  the  Ticuury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 
Apprared,  April  99^  1816. 

An  Act  fcr  settSag  the  eompmsation  of  tfie  eoniDw* 
nODfli^  dark,  and  trtndator  of  tfie  board  fin  tend 
clsims  ia  the  esitem  and  weftern  dutrid  tat  die 
Terriuny  of  Oriaani,  now  State  of  LoaiMana. 

Bt  it  enacted,  That  the  proper  accoaotiog 
officers  of  ihe  Treasury,  in  seiiling  ibe  accounts 
for  eompeosaiioQ  to  the  commissioners,  the  clerlt 
and  (rsnblator  of  the  board  for  adjusting  the  titles 
ind  claims  to  lands  io  the  eaatero  and  western 
Hstrict  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of 
Louistaoa,  shall  allow  to  them,  respectirety,  for 
he  time  they  were  actually  employed  ia  discharge 
if  the  duties  aforesaiil,  at  the  rate  of  the  following 
innual  compensatioo :  to  each  of  the  commissioo- 
trs,  two  iboasaod  dollars;  to  the  clerk,  one  thou* 
and  fire  hundred  dollars;  and  to  the  translator, 
me  thoosand  dollars;  wtieh  allowance  shall  com- 
nenee,  for  the  commissioners,  clerk,  and  trans- 
ator  for  the  eastern  dtsiriet,  on  Ibe  first  of  July, 
me  thoosand  eight  hoodred  and  nine,  aod  eon- 
inae  until  the  first  day  of  Mav,  one  thousand 
tight  hundred  aod  eleven,  and  lor  the  eommis- 
ioners,  clerk,  and  translator  for  the  western  dis- 
rict,  00  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
light  hundred  aod  elereo,  and  cooiioae  until  ifae 
leventb  day  of  May,  one  tbousand  eight  hundred 
,nd  fifteen,  and  shall  include  the  moneys  they 
nay  bare  receired,  or  are  entitled  to,  according 
0  the  existing  laws,  and  shall  be  in  full  fur  all 
erviee  rendered  by  them  in  relation  to  tb<  lands 
irjthin  the  said  district. 
Approred,  April  1816. 

ua  Act  makint  an  ajqvopiiation  tat  sDdosiog  and 
inproving  the  pnUie  square  near  lbs  Capitol;  and 
to  abofish  the  oOos  of  OoiMniMiooiw  of  the  Pnbfie 
Baildiaia,  aod  of  8ap«iiileBdsDt,  and  fiir  the  ap* 
pointBant  of  one  CoaMaiswnasr  rf  tfaa  FnbliBBaiU> 
loga. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^f€^  That  a  sum  not  axoeeding 
lirty  thousand  dollars  be^  aod  the  same  is  hereby, 
fipropriated,  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of 
le  President  of  the  United  States,  to  eDclosin|[ 
id  improring  the  public  square,  east  of  the  Capi- 
l,  which  sum  ahall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
w  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sso.  3.  And  be  it  fiaiker  enacted^  That  so 
uch  of  any  act  or  aou  as  authorizes  the  ap* 
)iDtaicnt  01  three  eommissiosecs,  for  the  sapei- 
ceadenee  of  the'  pablie  boitdinga,  be^  and  the 
14th  Com.  lat  Si:st^60 


same  is  hereby,  repealed;  and  in  lieu  of  the  said 
commissi  oners,  there  shall  be  appointed,  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  oy  and  with  tha 
adtrice  aod  consent  of  the  Senate,  one  Commit* 
sioaer,  who  idtall  hold  no  other  office  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  with  which  the  said  three 
commissiooers  were  charged,  aod  whose  duty  it 
sliall  also  be  to  contract  for,  aod  superintend  the 
enclofiogand  improrements  of  the  public  square, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Uaited 
States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fivrtlur  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  Commissioner  a  sal- 
ary of  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  quarterly,  ^ 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Tteasupy  not  olherwiaa 
appropriated. 

Sfic.  4.  Andbeitjitrtherenactedf  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  persons  as  may  have  beea 
appointed  to  superintend  the  repairing  of  the  pub* 
lie  buildings,  to  deliver  u^  unto  the  Commissioner 
who  shall  be  appointed  in  virtue  of  this  act,  all 
plans,  draughts,  books,  records,  accounts,  con- 
tract^ bonds,  obligation^  securities,  and  other 
evidence  of  debt  ia  their  possessioOi  which  belong 
to  their  offices. 

Sxo.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That,  fron^ 
and  after  the  third  day  of  March  next,  the  office 
of  superintendent,  established  by  act  of  Congress 
of  first  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  shall  cease,  and  thereafter  the  duties  of  said 
office  shall  be  performed  by  the  Commissioner  to 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act;  aod  to  whoia 
the  superintendent  shall  deliver  all  documeots, 
securities,  books,  aod  papers,  relating  to  said 
office;  and  from  aod  after  the  third  day  of  March 
next,  the  Commissioner  aforesaid  shall  be  rested 
with  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties 
conferred  upon  the  saperiniendent  aforesaid. 

Seo.  6.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  be,  aod  hereby  is, 
ftotborized  and  empowered^  repairing  the  pub- 
lic buildings  in  the  City  of  Washington,  to  inake 
such  alterations  in  the  plans  thereof,  respcctirelf, 
as  he  shall  judge  proper,  for  Che  better  aecommo- 
daiioa  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  aod  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  Goreromeai,  or  any  of  them. 

Approred,  April  29, 1816. 


Ad  Act  to  provide  for  the  apM^ntmeot  of  a  soneyor 
of  the  public  lands  in  theTenitories  of  lUinoia  and 
Misaoori 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  a  surveyor  of  the  laoda 
of  the  United  Sutes  in  the  Territories  of  Uliooia 
aod  Missouri  shall  be  appoioted,  whose  daty  it 
shall  be  to  eogage  a  sufficient  number  of  skilful 
surveyors  as  his  deputies,  and  to  cause  so  much 
of  tha  land  abQeemeoiioaed  as  the  Prealdeat 
of  the  United  States  shall  direct,  and  to  which 
the  titles  of  the  lodian  tribes  hare  been  eziia- 
goiahcd,  to  be  surveyed  and  divided  ia  the  man- 
ner, and  to  do  and  perform  all  such  other  nets 
io  relatioo  to  such  lands,  as  the  Surveyor  Qea- 
eral  ia  authorised  aad  ditastod  lo  do^  itt  nk^ 
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Hob  to  tbe  nine,  or  the  laadt  If  ioc  northwest  or 

ihe  river  Ohio:  and  it  shall  abo  he  the  duty  <^ 
the  sarveTor  to  caase  to  be  cnrteyed  Che  lands  in 
the  aid  Territorfea,  tbe  claims  to  whieb  have 
been,  or  bernfter  tnay  he,  coofirmed  bv  anf  act 
of  Congress,  which  hare  not  already  been  sttr- 
njred  aeeordinc  to  law ;  and  generally  to  do  and 
perform  all  and  sinsnlar  the  duties  reqnired  by 
law  to  be  perTormed^by  the  prineipal  deputy  strr- 
Teyor  for  the  Territory  of  Mfssoori;  and  shall 
ttannait  to  tbe  rasters  of  tbe  land  offices  with* 
in  tbe  said  Territories,  respectively,  general  aod 
fmnieolar  plan  all  toe  lands  sorveyed,  or  to  be 
•orteyed,  and  shaU  also  fnvard  copies  of  said 
riau  (0  the  Commisrioner  <tf  the  Groetal  Land 
Office;  fix  the  compensation  of  tbe  demity  sur- 
Teyors,  chain  carriers  and  axemen:  rroMtd, 
That  the  whole  expenae  of  aorvning  and  mark* 
ing  the  liaes  shall  not  eieeed  three  dollars  for 
crery  mile  that  shall  be  raa,  surveyed,  and  marked. 

Sco.  S.  And  he  it  fwiher  enacted,  That  the 
surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  allowed 
an  annual  compeosalioa  of  one  thousand  dollam, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  individaals 
tbe  following  fees:  tbst  is  to  say,  for  recording 
the  surreys  executed  by  any  of  tbe  deputies,  at 
the  rate  of  twenty-fire  cents  for  every  mile  of 
the  boundary  line  of  such  surrey,  and  for  a  certi- 
Bcd  eopyof  aplat  ofa  sorrey  in  bis  office  twenty- 
ife  cents*  nod  that  all  the  plats  of  surreys,  and 
al)  other  papers  and  documents  pertaining,  or 
Which  did  pertain  to  the  office  of  tbe  Surveyor 
General  under  the  Spanish  Government  within 
ibe  limits  of  the  Terniory  of  Missouri,  or  to  tbe 
office  of  princlfml  deputy  surveyor  for  said  Terri- 
torv,  or  pertaioing  to  tbe  office  of  Surveyor  Gen- 
eni,  or  lo  any  office  heretofore  established  or  au- 
thorized for  ine  purpose  of  execnting  or  recording 
surveys  of  lands  wiibia  the  Kmiis  of  tbe  Territo- 
ries of  Missouri  and  lUioois,  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  sorreyors  of  tbe  land;  of  tbe  United  Stales, 
authorized  to  be  sppointed  by  this  act:  and  aoy 
]^t  of  snrvey  duly  certified  by  the  said  surveyor 
Mail  be  admitted  as  evidence  lo  any  of  tbe  cooris 
•f  the  United  States  or  Territories  thereof. 

B«.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
BOdi  of  the  net  entitled  "An  act  extending  the 
Pjwe".«  tli«  Survnor  General  to  the  Territory 
of  Loomana,  and  rov  oihar  purpofet,"  passed 
February  iweDly.eighth,  oa«  thousand  eight  bun- 
dted  and  MJt.  ta  prorldea  (br  (be  appointment  of 
t  principal  depaiy  sarveyor,  aod  so  much  of  any 
act  of  Congress  heretofore  passed',  as  is  repugoan  t 
to,  or  inconsistent  with,  any  provision  of  this  net, 
to)  and  tbe  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  April  S9, 1816. 


Ab  Act  awJung  mpprqtriatitos  tat  cmiag  into  effect 
a  braatr  batweMi  the  United  fitM«  ud  the  Cben>< 
kee  tribe  ef  Indians,  eondnded  at  Wiahingtaa, 
tbe  twentr-Mcond  day  of  Handi,  one  thBosaod 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Me  n  maeteiL  fc,  Thn^  for  tbe  purpose  of 
MKyint  iuo  ^Aot  « tnatjr  bMVMi  tba  United 


States  and  the  Cherokee  nnliMt  «f  Indinn^aOB* 
dnded  aod  Mgacd  at  Washington,  on  the  rm.mf' 
second  day  oTMareh,  one  tb«Qsand  fifht  faon^iat 
nod  sixteen,  the  sum  of  Mventy-cigbt  thonwai 
six  huBiM  dollars  be,  and  the  snme  nktrtky, 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  oat  of  any  anoaty  im  9m 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appr^intctf. 
Approved,  April  9^  m%. 


Aa  AetieMidi^  fcrthe  sakaf  eartaia  iM^teAs 
Slats  af  OUd,  fimaai^  set  apart  fer  i  nfagim  tm 
Canada  and  Nora  Scotia. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  The*  aiieh  part  of  At  met 
of  land  which  was  sat  apart  for  tefwcea  ftsai 
Canada  nad  Nova  Scotia,  by  tbe  met  oTCoani, 
passed  the  eighteenth  day  ci Fehraary,  oaauaa* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  one, entitled  ^An  actiaf- 
ulattng  tbe  giaais  of  land  ai^ofHiated  l«e  the 
refogees  from  the  British  proriDcea  of  Canodi 
and  Nuva  Scotia,"  which  has  not  been  loeaied 
by  tbe  said  refugees,  shall  be  attached  to,  and 
made  a  part  of  the  land  djsiriet  of  Chill  icothc;  and 
ihe  said  onlocated  land  shall  be  ofiered  fei  sale  to 
(he  highest  bidder,  under  tbe  dtreciioa  of  the 
recister  of  tbe  land  office  and  of  the  receirer  of 
public  moneys  for  the  said  district^  at  ChiUicothe, 
on  such  da  y  as  shall,  by  proclnmauon  of  the  Picai- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  be  desigaatetf  Ar  that 
purpose;  the  aale  shall  remain  open  six  dan,  and 
no  longer;  the  lands  shall  not  he  aold  wt  has 
than  two  doUaTa.nn  acre,  and  shall  in  every  oiiMt 
respect  be  sold  in  iracu  of  tbe  atme  aixe,  aad  on 
the  same  terms  nnd  conditions  as  have  beea  or 
may  be  provided  for  jands  in  the  said  diMrveL 
All  the  said  uolocated  land,  remaining  nasoU  at 
the  close  of  the  public  sales,  may  he  disposed  of 
at  private  sale  by  tbe  register  of  the  eaid  land 
office,  in  tbe  same  maoaer,  under  the  aame  reg^ 
lations,  for  (be  same  price,  and  on  the  same  terais 
as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of 
laods  in  the  said  disuiei;  and  patents  shaRba 
obtained  in  the  same  maaner|  aod  on  the  same  ' 
terms,  as  for  other  public  laods  in  tbe  aaiddisirieL 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
superiniendeots  of.the  public  sales  directed  bf  this 
act  shall  each  receive  roar  doUars  a  day  for  Msb  i 
day's  attendance  on  the  said  sales.  | 

Approved,  April  99, 1819. 


A*  Ae»  aup|4auieitlal  la  tha  a*t  aaUaBd  -Aa  ail 
isjahliim  and  detninf  tha  dnaes  ad  the  Jm»a  ei 

the  TaMittaT  of  niienss."  and  fw  vaaiiiv  in  Uka 
oonrts  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  a  jniisJicAi—  in 
chaooscy  oases,  arising  in      said  Ttnimtf, 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e.,  That  When  a  oew  eoaaty 
shall  be  established  in  tbe  Territory  fit  lUiasia 
by  the  Legislature  thereof,  such  new  eonnty  slisl 
be  Btiached  to  Ibe  judicial  circuit  from  wh^  At 
largest  portion  thereof  is  taken;  and  rt^allk 
tbe  duty  of  the  judges  allotted  to  aoch  cireait,  it 
pursuance  of  tbe  act  to  which  this  ia  a  rapph- 
nieni,  to  bold  courts  in  such  oew  county  twicsin 
each  year,  at  sach  time  nnd  piaee  as  the  ttog^^ 
tare  of  tin  Tovftory  majr  darigaato. 
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Bw.3.  aiidteft>KA9r«fU««td,  That  whea 

to  boW  tie  eoDrtt  withia  tk«  oireUit  to  wbish  he 
iitllotMdj  bf  ream  ofwy  dts^it^,  itehail  ha 
the  do<r  of  ilic  jodf  ealtotted  to  tbe  eiraait  naar- 
cit  iherelo,  to  bold  the  eonru  lit  ««eb  eireoit, 
•nlU  the  dis»bilit]r  of  the  judge  allotted  to  the 
eirooU  ehall  be  rtmoTod,  or  (ia  eiae  of  the  death 
or  reeigfittioa  of  a  jadge)  antU  a  Meeceser  ie  ap- 
poiotcd. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  Jmrther  enuted,  That  th« 
jvdee  of  aiijr  c!rc«t  witbia  the  aaid  Territory 
shall  hare  power  to  appoiat  a  clerk  to  nsh  oourt 
wuhia  his  omr^  (eiroui^)  lod  to  fill  «njr  ncaoey 
•ecaawned  bt  tu  death  or  iwagaaUon  of  %be 
alert 

Seo.  4.  Amt  be  it  /urOter  enacted.  That  wbM 
aoT  persoD  chafed  with  Mmy  shall  be  eoflaai^ 
ted  to  priBoo,  in  aajr  couoiy  witbio  tbe  Territory 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Qoreroor  of 
lh«  Territory  to  issue  his  writ,  directed  to  th9 
judge  allotted  to  the  circoitiodmNDg  the  eouoijr 
where  such  accused  person  may  be  eommiited, 
•omaaandiog  him  lo  bold  •  court  of  oyer  aud  ler- 
mioer,  for  ue  trial  of  the  accused ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  judge  to  whom  such  writ  is 
directed,  lo  hold  tbe  coort  at  the  court-house  of 
tbe  eotuty  at  such  time  as  may  be  specified  ia 
each  writ  j  aud  all  process  issued,  or  preesedings 
had  before  the  writ  shall  be  isuued,  shall  b«  re- 
cur a  ed  to  the  said  eoort  of  oyer  and  termioct. 

Sao.  fi.  And  bt  U  Jmiktr  enacted,  Thai  this 
act,  aad  tbe  act  to  which  this  ia  aupplemental, 
iJmII  be  aad  remftis  in  force  ootU  lha  ead  of  the 
Best  seaaioB  of  the  Legialatore  of  the  eaid  Terri- 
tory, aod  00  Inger;  and  the  Legislature  of  the 
■aid  Territory  shaU  hare  power  aad  aathority  to 
make  laws  io  all  cases^  for  the  good  goreraroent 
if  the  Territory  aforesaid,  not  rc|iiigaaDt  to  tbe 
priaci|d«  and  artteles  of  the  ocdinaocea,  and  to 
argaaise  the  courts  of  tbe  said  Territory,  aad 
Hreseribe  tba  times  aad  places  of  their  session. 

Sao.  6.  And  be  it  fiirtker  macted.  Thai  tbe 
gpaeral  Coon  of  tbe  Territory  of  ladutna  be,  aod 
I  ia  hereby,  aathoriied  and  empowered  to  extr- 
tise  ehaacery  powers  as  well  as  a  oommon  law 
jarisdiciion,  under  sttch  regulations  as  the  Legi^ 
ature  of  aid  Territory  may  preseriba. 

Appravtd,  Aptti  89, 1816. 


kn  Act  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the  act  providing  for 
the  goremment  of  the  Tetntory  ef  NiasoaiL 

it  enactedj  ^  That  the  elaalofa  of  the 
rerrtterr  ^  Missoorl,  entitled  to  vote  for  mem- 
Mrs  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTCa  of  the  Ter* 
■tory,  at  the  tioM  of  efeetiag  the  representatives 
0  the  General  Assembly,  shall  In  each  eoooty  ia 
aid  Territory  deet  one  member  of  the  legiilatire 
ouDoil  to  serve  for  two  years  aad  no  longer, 
oalified  aeeordiag  to  the  prorisions  of  the  utb 
eotioa  ef  the  "Act  proridiog  for  thegoTemmcnt 
f  tfa«  Territory  of  Mismuri.  passed  June  ftwrth, 
D«  ihoasand  eight  haodrcn  and  twelve,  a  ma* 
ititf  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  aad  shall  pae- 
jm  ik»  MMfMMnaaanftaMidtailiaUfia- 


lati««  ooaneil  by  tbe  said  reeked  aeti  asd  ia  eaaa 
of  vacancy  of  a  member  (rf*  the  legislative  cou* 
eil,  br  re^nation  er  otherwise,  tbe  Goveraai  of 
the  Territory  shall  iuMe  *  wril  to  lite  eounly  to 
aleel  aoodwr  persoa  to  serve  the  reaidae  or  Iht 
term. 

Sao.  S.  And  Ac  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That  aa 
much  of  the  eighth  section  of  tbe  said  recited  act 
as  requires  the  Geaeral  Assembly  of  saUl  Terrt- 
tery  to  meet  once  in  each  year  be  repealed,  aad 
tbe  said  General  Assembly  shall  meet  oooe  in 
every  other  year  at  St.  Loats,  and  sueh  maetiof 
shall  be  on  tbe  first  Monday  in  December,  nn- 
less  tbey  shall  by  Law  appoint  a  different  dty: 
Provided,  That  the  Governor  for  the  time  being 
shall  have  authority  by  proclamation  to  eonvena 
the  Qeaeml  Assembly  wbaaevar  he  shall  deem 
the  interest  of  tbe  Territory  may  require  it. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacUd,  That  the 
Geoeral  Assembly  of  tbe  said  Territory  shall  b^ 
aod  are  hereby,  aathorized  to  require  tbe  judgee 
of  the  superior  court  of  the  said  Territory  to  hold 
superior  aod  circuit  courts,  to  appoint  the  times 
aod  places  of  holdiog  the  same,  aod  under  each 
rules  and  regulations  as  tbe  General  Aaiemblir 
may  in  that  oshalf  prescribe;  (he  cireait  courts 
sball  be  competed  of  one  of  tbe  said  judges,  and 
sbali  bare  jurisdiction  in  all  criminal  cases,  and 
exclusive  original  jurisdiction  io  all  those  which 
are  capital,  and  ortgioal  jurisdiction  in  all  civil 
cases  of  the  value  of^ out  hundred  dollars,  and  the 
superior  and  circuit  courts  aball  possess  and  cxer> 
cise  cbaoeery  powers  as  well  as  eommon  law  Ja- 
risdiciion in  all  civil  cases:  Frotided,  That  there 
shall  be  an  appeal  in  mattera  of  law  and  equity, 
io  all  eases,  from  tbe  circuit  courts  to  the  superior 
eouri  of  tbe  said  Territory. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  JuHher  emcted,  Tbatsneh 
pan  of  the  said  recited  aela  as  is  repugnant  lo^  or 
ucoDsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  aetf  hn, 
aod  tbe  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  April  89, 1816. 


An  Act  fiw  the  relief  of  WtDlam  Crawford,  Frederidt 
Batssk  WiUiaa  Gacraid.  aad  Thomaa  &  itdb> 
•rtaea. 

Be  U  enneted.  4c,  That  the  proper  aeeenat- 
ing  ^eera  ef  tbe  Treasury  be,  and  they  are 
herebf.aathortBad  and  required  to  allow  aad  pay 
to  WilUaa  Crawford,  aoamiaBioaar  of  land 
claims  east  of  Pearl  rivsr,  the  son  of  five  han- 
dled dolUa,  for  earryiag  bis  report  apoa  imi 
claims  te  tbe  Geaeral  Laad  Office^  at  the  ciif  nt 
nrasbingioa. 

Sao.  2.  And  U  it  JmiJur  enacted,  That  tba 
aeaoantioff  lAeers  of  tbe  Treasary  be,  aad  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  aod  required  to  allow  aad 
pay  to  Fredetiok  Bates,  recorder  of  land  titles  for 
tbe  Territory  of  Missouri,  the  sum  of  five  hmt- 
dred  doUan^  for  earryiag  hia  report  upoa  land 
claims  to  the  Gcaoral  lAad  Office,  at  the  city  of 
Washington. 

Sao.  3,  AndU  it  JuHher  enacted,  That  tbe 
aceeoniiag  affioers  of  tbe  Treaaury  be,  aad  tbey 
an  hvdbr,  antharind  ««A  n^aiiaa  to  aUav  uti 
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PtMe  Abu  of  Cbnfnm. 


fMf  f»  WillwiB  Ghmrd,  commimioDer  laod 
eblns  for  the  westm  district  of  the  State  of 
LoaUtana,  and  to  Thomas  BolIifi|[  Robertson, 
comniiNsioner  of  land  claims  for  the  eastern  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana,  the  snm  of  fire  bnndred  dol- 
lars each,  for  earrfins  the  reports  onoa  land 
claims  lo  ibe  Oenersl  Laid  OSm,  at  tna  eHjr  of 
WasbingtoD. 

Sbo.  a.  And  be  it  furiher  enacttd,  That  a  sum 
>ot  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
aame  ia  berebft  appropriated,  for  the  purposes 
aforenid,  oat  of  any  moaejrt  in  the  Treunry  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  29, 181^ 


Ab  Act  to  indemnify  Jabas  Mowiy  and  ethan. 

B*  a  maettdy  That  opoa  the  payment  by 
Jabez  Mowry,  John  W.  C.  Bsxier,  Samuel 
Wheeler.  Jooalban  Bartlett,  Joniah-  Dana,  and 
Aaron  Hayden,  eftizeos  of  the  United  Stales,  of 
eeriaio  bonds  now  in  suit  in  (be  district  coorl  of 
Maine,  gtrea  by  them  to  the  United  States,  for 
datiee  on  goods  imported  into  the  district  of  Pas- 
aamsqaoddy,  amooating  to  the  sam  of  sixiy<five 
thousand  fire  bnndred  and  eight  dollars  and  sev- 
enteen cents,  which  bonds,  on  the  capture  of 
Eastport,  on  the  eleremh  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
•and  eight  haadred  and  fourteen,  fell  into  the 
bands  of  the  enemy,  and  were  afterwards,  bv  the 
vice  admiralty  court  of  Nora  Seotfa,  decreed  for- 
feit, and  the  amount  thereof  ordered  to  be  distri- 
boied  among  the  cantors,  and  atiaehments  issued 
against  the  principals  and  sureties  in  said  bonds, 
10  compel  the  payment  thereof,  the  United  Slates 
vill  indemaify  the  prioeipals  and  sureties  in  said 
bonds,  and  save  them  harmless  against  the  loss 
thereof,  and  for  the  expenses  already  incurred  by 
them  in  consequence  of  said  lossj  which  expenses 
shall  be  aseeriaioed  by  the  aeeuunting  officers  of 
the  Treasury,  and  paid  out  of  any  ooaeya  therein, 
iu>t  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  April  29^  181& 

An  Aet  Ibr  Ibo  reDef  ef  Jobn  Hallur.  fbrmerlj  Consul 
Oenaral  a€  Ttvatm,  to  the  United  Sutes. 

Bb  K  enacfed;  Ac,  Tbattbeaccoaniiag  officers 
of  the  Treasury  Department  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  authorised  aud  direeted  to  lettla  the  aeeoaoi 
of  John  Holkar,  formerly  Consul  General  of 
France  to  tbe  United  Siatn,  for  tfalrty-aeTen  loan- 
office  entifieates,  amouDiing  to  tweoty-oue  thou- 
aaud  seven  hundred  dollars  nomtnai,  that  is  to 
•ay:  three  hundred  dollars  thereof  issued  from 
the  loan  office  of  New  Hampshire ;  seven  thoos- 
and  nine  hundred  dollars  thereof  issued  from  the 
loan  office  of  Massaehatetis ;  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars thereof  issued  from  the  loan  office  of  Rhode 
Island;  twelve  hundred  doltarsthereof  issued  from 
tbe  loan  office  of  New  York ;  and  eleven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  thereof  issued  from  the  loan 
office  of  Georgia  i  all  of  which  bad  been  signed 
by  Francis  Hopkinsoo,  Treasurer  of  Loans,  and 
eoMtersigned  by  the  loan  offieen  of  tbe  Slates 
nspeetif  ely,  md  whieli  wen  dastnycd  by  fire 


in  the  consulate  office  at  Pbiladelpbia,  on  the  tec- 
ond  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty;  and  that  the  specie 
value  thereof,  being  five  inousaod  eight  haadred 
and  three  dollars,  thirty-fire  ninetieths,  b«  paid, 
with  interest  thereon,  at  six  per  ceat^  from  the 
third  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-eight,  being  tbe  mean  data  of  inter- 
est on  tbe  same,  as  examined  and  stated  in  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  of  tbo  Treasury,  on  the  twea- 
ly-fiAh  day  of  October,  one  ibousaad  aeven  haad- 
red and  Dinety-foor,  to  tbe  lud  Joho  H(rfkar,o«C 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treaaary  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, upon  tbe  said  John  Holkar  ffiviag  a 
bond  of  iodemoity,  to  the  saiiafaction  of  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treaaury  of  the  United 
Siatei. 
Approved,  April  28^  1818. 


Ad  Aet  for  the  conflimatioii  of  oertain  claims  lo  isad 
in  the  Trnlm  ^s-f****^*'"'*****"''^-™^'*"*, 
in  the  Territoiy  of  Hissonii. 

Whereas,  by  tbe  eighth  section  (Hf  the  aet  of 
third  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seven,  it  ia  required  that  the  commissioDers  for 
ascertaining  and  adjustio|^  the  title*  and  claims  I 
to  land  in  the  then  Territories  of  OHeus  and  I 
Louisiana,  should  arrange  their  reports  into  three 
general  classes,  the  aecond  of  wbico  classes  should  j 
eontatn  claims  which,  though  not  embraced  by 
the  provisions  of  tbe  several  acta  of  Congress, 
ought  nevertheless,  in  the  opinion  of  the  eommis- 
aionas,  to  be  confirmed,  in  coafwrnily  with  tbe 
law^  usages,  and  eastonu  of  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ern men  i  :  And  whereas  the  commissioners,  in  aad 
for  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
formerly  Territory  of  Orleans,  in  their  several  re^ 
ports  of  the  sixteenth  of  October,  one  tboasaDd  ' 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  fourth  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  ninth  or 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad  thirteen, 
rizth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fil'teen,  first  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen, and  fourth  of  May.ouethoasaad  ei^t 
hundred  and  fifteen,  have  formed  this  aecoad 
class,  reeommcadiag  the  claims  which  it  em- 
braces for  eoBfirmatiOD,  and  have  desigasted  the 
same  by  letter  B,  and  the  register  of  tbe  lead 
office  aad  receiver  of  pablic  mooeya,  aetlo|^  as 
commissioners  for  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims 
to  land  io  the  said  district,  in  their  report,  dsfed 
the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  under  the  act  giving  foiiher 
time  for  roistering  claims  to  land  in  the  wealern  ' 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  passed  the 
tenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  the  "Act  giving  furth«r  time  for  re- 
gistering claims  to  land  in  the  eastern  and  west- 
ern districts  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,"  passed 
the  tweoty-sevrath  day  of  Febrtiary.  one  ibousaad 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  tne  act  of  the 
twelfth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  haadred  | 
and  fourteen,  have  arranged  the  claim*  into  the 
following  classes,  to  wit :  one,  two^  thre^  AmVj 
ftv«^  siXiseveaieichtiaiBe^teBiOlefeaE  Thirabce, 
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PubHc  Act»  <f  Congrtu. 


Be  it  enacted,  <fc,  That  the  elalmt  marked  B 
and  dewribed  in  the  acTerat  clMies  in  the  abore* 
meationed  reports  of  the  commuaionera  Ibr  the 
western  district  of  the  State  of  Loaisiana,  for- 
merlf  Territory  of  Orldins,  and  recommended  bjr 
them  for  coDfirmaiion,  be,  and  the  same  are  here- 
by, confirmed  :  Provided,  neveriheleM,  That  un- 
der no  one  claim  shall  tay  person  or  persons  be 
entitled,  under  this  act,  to  more  than  the  qnantity 
contained  in  a  leagne  ranare. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  U  fitrther  enacted,  That  all 
clairoi  embraced  in  the  reports  of  the  recorder  of 
land  titles.  aetiDg  as  commissioaer  for  ascertain* 
iog  and  adjusticff  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in 
the  Territory  orMissoari,  dated  Norember  first, 
one  tfaousaod  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  Feb> 
ruary  second,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen,  where  the  decision  of  the  said  commis* 
sioaer  is  in  faror  of  the  claimants,  shall  be,  and 
the  sanae  are  hereby,  confirmed,  to  wit :  confirma- 
tions of  Tillage  claims  under  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  thirteenth  day  of  Jane,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twclre;  gnnts  of  the  late  board  of 
commiasioners^  appointed  for  ascertaining  and 
ndjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Miuouri,  extended  by  virtue  of  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen ;  grants  and  con- 
firmations under  the  sereral  acis  of  Congress, 
commencing  with  the  act  of  the  thirteenth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  right  hundred  and  twelve. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  in 
all  cases  not  provided  lor  by  law  for  patent  certi- 
ficates to  issue,  every  person,  and  the  legal  repre- 
sentative of  every  person,  whose  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land  is  confirmed  by  this  or  any  former  act, 
and  who  has  not  already  obtained  a  patent  certi- 
ficate for  the  same,  shall,  whenever  bis  elaira  shall 
hare  been  located  and  surveyed  according  to  taw, 
be  entitled  to  reeeirefrom  theregistn  of  the  land 
office  at  Opelousas,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  or 
from  tbe  recorder  of  land  titles  in  tbe  Territory  of 
Missouri,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  certificate,  stating 
that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  such 
tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  for  which  cer> 
tificate  the  officer  issuing  the  same  shall  receive 
one  dollar,  and  the  certificate  shall  entitle  the 
party  to  a  patent  for  the  tract  of  land,  which  shall 
issue  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for 
patents  to  issue  for  lands  purchased  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


An  Act  making  apiwoprisdoiis  fat  tbe  suj^ort  ^  tbe 
Military  Establisbmsot  of  the  United  States,  hi  the 
year  one  thoosand  eight  hoodrad  and  sizlesn. 

Be  it  enaetedy  fc^  That.for  defrayiog  the  ex- 
peoees  of  the  Military  fistablishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hund- 
red and  sixteen,  for  the  Indian  department,  fur 
fortificatioBs,  for  the  expenses  of  the  public  build- 
ings at  West  Pointy  and  for  the  purchase  of  maps, 
plans,  books,  and  instruments^  for  tbe  Miliurjr 
Academy  at  said  place,  tbe  following  sums  be, 
oad  tbe  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropri- 


aled.  that  is  to  say :  For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  Siatea,  one  million  one  hundred  ninn> 
ty-flix  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-six  dol- 
lars. For  sutmstenee,  one  million  fortr-tbrei 
thousand  three  hondred  and  flfty^ve  dollam. 
For  forage  for  oflScers,  twenty-five  thouMod  six 
hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars.  For  bouotiee 
and  premiums,  Gfiy.«lx  thousand  dollars.  For 
clothing,  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. For  the  medical  and  hospital  department, 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  For  the  qaarter- 
master's  department,  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoo- 
sand dollars.  For  fortifications,  eight  hundred 
and  lhirty*eight  thousand  dollars.  For  contin- 
gencies, one  huDdred  and  fifty  thousand  doUarsi 
For  the  Indian  department,  two  hundred  thoue- 
and  dollars.  For  tbe  parehase  of  horses  for  the 
artillery,  fifty  thousand  dollars.  For  the  purchase 
of  mapn,  plans,  books,  and  instrument^  for  the 
War  Office,  twenty.five  hundred  dollars.  For 
the  erection  of  bniloings  at  WestPoiot,  inelodins 
arrearages,  one  hnndred  fifteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars.  For  tbe  purchase  of  maps,  idan^ 
books,  and  instruments,  for  the  Military  Academy, 
twenty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  dollars.  For  defraying  the  expenses  ineurred 
by  calling  out  the  militia  during  the  late  war,  in 
addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  br 
law  to  that  object,  one  million  two  hundr«l  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  For  the  payment  of  dam- 
ages sustained  by  the  ship'*  and  vessels  sunk  at 
tbe  entrance  of  the  port  ol  Baltimore,  to  prevent 
tbe  ships  of  the  enemy  from  passing  the  tort  and 
entering  tbe  harbor,  fifteen  thounanuone  hundred 
eighty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  being  part 
of  tbe  amount  of  an  appropriation  of  two  hond- 
red fifty  thousand  dollars,  heretofore  made,  and 
by  tbe  President  of  the  United  Sutcs  transfencd 
to  other  objects. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  JwiHer  enacted.  That  the 
several  sums  kpecifically  appropriated  by  this  net, 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  tbe  Treuwf 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  88^  1816. 

An  Act  onlhoridng  Oe  pqnaent  of  a  anm  of  meBaf 
to  Jeseph  Steward  and  othen^ 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  Tbnt  the  Secretarr  nf  th« 
Treasury  be,  and  be  ia  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  pay  to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  his  asso- 
ciates, of  Dorchester  county,  in  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, or  to  their  legal  reiHCsenlaiini,  the  ana 
of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollara,  out  of  anr 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated ;  which  money  is  paid  to  them  for  their,  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  in  capturing,  during  the 
late  war,  a  tender  belonging  to  tbe  Dauntless^ 
British  ship-of-war,  and  uking  eighteen  prison- 
ers, to  wit :  one  lieutenant,  one  mioibipmao,  thir- 
teen seamen,  and  three  marines,  and  as  compen- 
sation for  the  prisoners  so  taken. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  any 
claim  which  the  United  Siatea  may  have  to  tht 
said  captured  vessel  and  property  shall  he,  and 
the  aoou  ia  hereby,  cekoitil  to  the  aoid  oapton. 


Digiiized  by 


Sw.  3.  Ml*  «iM(r  wnlifl,  Thtt  Um 
StsKtary  sf  th<  Trnwrr  be,  an^  he  w  h«tehf , 
aMftttriiM  Md  laqalrcd  lo  pay,  aat  of  any  moaef 
in  ibt  Treantry  aot  oiberwiw  apyopriaied,  tha 
gmn  of  Atc  bandred  dollarB^  aqoal  praparthmt, 
ID  Maitfcaw  Got  aad  iobn  Woodward,  of  Prhiea 
Wfltoii  eoDDiy,  ia  Tiri^aia,  and  Saonid  Jeaav 
ton  and  Wilfrod  Droir,  of  Ek.  Mwy't  oowty^  ia 
HarTlMd,  or  lo  ibttrlt^l  rep«teoiaiWn ;  wfctdb 
ii  paid  to  than  aa  aa  ei  ideoee  of  tba  msm  eater* 
taiaed  of  ibeir  ralor  aad  good  eondaet  io  oaptur- 
a  boat  bekmf tag  to  toe  eaeaijr,  ia  Clenent't 
baf,  ia  Potoinac  Tiver,  io  December,  oot  tboaMod 
aigbt  bundled  aad  fourtreo }  makmg  prtioacrt  of 
IIm  eraw,  eeaeining  of  a  aiidebipniia  lad  foar 
•camea,  with  tbeit  arma ;  aad  abo  ai  oampeafa* 
Abo  for  tba  priKmcia  w  lakaa  aad  deUtnod  la 
*e  proper  oaeen  of  tbe  Uaaifld  AiaMfc 

Apprond,AFiflS9,lAl& 

An  A«l  oonoeminf  pM«em|rtioB  ngbte  given  ia  lb* 
pnrchaM  of  bindi  to  corUia  Mlllm  ia  tbe  Ouia  of 
Loowiu*,  aad  fai  tbe  Tenitnlae  «f  Wnoari  tad 

minou. 

at  U  emal9dt  Tbat  any  pwww,  and  iba 
legal  repreaeaiaiivce  of  aof  penoa,  aautled  to  a 

Kbrcnoe  ia  beeocaiag  tbe  MucbaMr,  f»a  tbe 
ited  States,  of  a  tract  of  laod  at  private  tale, 
la  tba  Btata  of  Ijoaiiiav,  and  la  tba  Terrltoftei 
af  MiMOOri  aad  liUooie,  leaordiag  to  tbe  prori- 
aioB*  of  the  aet,  entitled  '*Aa  aet  gnut§  tlw  rigbl 
•f  ^n-«iiipiion,io  tbe  poKbnee  of  faade,le  certain 
mAtn  in  tbe  UUaoU  Territory,*  paeeed  Febra- 
•nr  fifth,  ooa  ibovsand  tigbt  faiwdred  a«d  ibir- 
ttaSf  aad  tbe  flftb  aeetioa  of  iba  "Act  for  tbe 
laal  a4}«ianMi  of  land  ittlee  in  tbe  fitcte  of  Loa* 
iriaaa.  aad  TerrUvT  of  Miuoari,**  pacied  Afiitl 
tvelfib,  one  tbousud  eight  huDdrad  aad  foaneeo, 
wbo  ie  eetded  aa  a  fraction  of  a  icatioa  or  frac' 
teal  aaaritr-ftation,  aoataioiag  leai  thaa  oae 
kmdred  aad  NXtf  aeret,  tbail  bave  the  privMefe 
of  purchaiing  one  or  mora  adjoining  mftioml 
^oerter-seciiooB^  or  the  adjoiaing  ^wwt  eeetion, 
iocludiog  tbeir  iniproTenieots,  or  tbe  fraction  im- 
jffoved  by  tbein,  at  tbeir  option  :aud  tbe  prori- 
aioDs  of  tbe  aaid  leciied  acts  are  berebf  made  ap- 
plicable to  them,  so  far  as  they  arc  ouotiistent  with 
Ibe  provisions  of  this  aet. 

Seo.  2.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  ia 
cases  where  two  or  mure  per»onS|  cntiited  Co  tbe 
right  of  pre-emption,  shall  be  Mltled  upon  one 
i|oartef  or  fraeuonal  qoaiter  section  of  land,  each 
yerson  eball  be  aathorlzed  to  parebase  oae  or 
more  quarter  eeetione,  or  fractional  quarter  see- 
Uons,  of  ibe  eeetion  or  fractiooil  seciioo  of  land 
upon  wbtcb  tbe^  are  so  settled  ;  and  tbe  section 
or  fraeiional  section  upon  which  socb  persons  are 
settled  shall  be  equally  divided  beiwenn  them,  in 
such  manner  as  the  roister  and  receiver,  within 
vbose  district  the  laod  lies,  shall  determine  end 
direct,  so  as  to  secure,  as  far  as  may  be  practica- 
ale,  10  every  anch  person  their  improvements  re- 
'speciively;  and  where  tbe  improvemeot  of  such 
person  shall  be  upon  two  or  more  quarter  sec- 
uooi^  sttch  pacion  dhaU  bo  eotitled  to  pmehue 


illa^MaraadtiuM  apa««hMhia 
shall  bo. 
Apvrmd,  Afcil  1816. 


Aa  Aet  dedailu  die  consent  of  Coacreas  la  acts  of 
Oe  Slate  of  Soatb  -Osefdiqe.  oathotiaiiig  AoO^y 
CeanflUorC%«tealea  «» impose  aad  coBscI  a  da^ 
oD  Oe  toBiaago  efvseseb  from  fitraigs  ports;  Md  lo 
atMof  fte  Slats  sf  Oeofgia;  aatboetong  Ae  aBfo> 
ntioD  and  eoUeetitnt  of  a  daty  an  tba  tooBiia  4 
vmnIs  in  Ihe  ports  afSmnab  aad  SC  Mai3r*a. 

Be  it  enuetedf  fc^  Tbat  the  eonoent  of  Coa- 
gresa  be,  and  ia  hereby,  granted  and  deehred  to 
the  operation  of  aay  aet  of  the  Oeaaral  Asscoh 
bly  of  tbe  Slate  of  Soatb  CaroUaa,  acw  in  ex* 
istence,  or  wbtcb  may  hereafter  be  paaaed,  ao  far 
as  the  same  extends,  or  may  extend,  to  aatfaoriae 
the  Citr  Oonncil  of  Charleston,  lo  impeoe  and 
levy  a  dniy,  not  exoeeding  tea  oeate  per  toa,  os 
idl  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  Sutea,  vftjeA 
shall  arrive  and  be  entered  la  the  port  of  CfaarJe^ 
loa,  from  any  foreiga  port  or  place,  for  the  poe- 
poea  af  nroridiag  a  faod  fot  tlw  temporary  nlirf 
and  taafBtenaaaa  of  siali  or  diaaUad  atanwa  is 
Iba  isarioe  boapiial  of  tin  aald  port  of  Charlc»> 
ton. 

Sao.  S.  And  be  ii  Jitrthet  maettd,  Tint  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  Charleston  be,  aarf  ke  ia 
hereby,  authorlxed  to  eolleot  the  doiies  imposed 
or  aotborized  to  be  imposed  by  this  act,  Midi  to 

Ey  tbe  same  to  saeh  peraooa  as  riiaU  ba  aaAor^ 
>d  to  reoeinr  the  sama  by  iha  City  Coaaail  of 
Chart  estOB. 

Sio.  3.  And  be  U  Jiir$ker  enacted.  Tbat  iha 
consent  of  Ouagreas  be,  and  ia  bereby,  gmaie^ 
and  declared  to  tbe  operaiioa  of  any  a«t  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  tbe  State  of  ueorgia,  nov 
in  existence,  or  which  may  faereafker  be  passed,  aa 
Ibr  aa  the  sama  extcad^  or  may  exteail^  lo  an- 
thoiixe  tbe  levying  aad  eoHeetiog  a  toaai^  daf f, 
not  cxeaediag  two  aenta  par  ton  opoa  eaaatisj^ 
vessels,  and  Toar  cents  per  loo  upon  resnis  ftom 
foreign  ports,  arriving  at  and  eoteriog  the  parta 
of  Bavannab  and  St.  Mary's,  for  the  purpose 
providing  a  fund  for  tbe  payment  of  the  fees  irf 
tbe  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  iboae 
ports  res^ctively :  iVoaaded,  tbe  said  acts  sImUI 
not  contain  provisions  inconsistent  with  tbe  vp- 
eration  of  any  law  of  the  United  Btata  aada  u 
execution  of  existieg  treaties. 

Sao.  4.  dnd  be  it  JuHher  enacted,  Tbat  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  for  five  jrear8,aiid  from  theaee 
to  the  end  of  the  next  eeauon  of  Coogren  iheia- 
after,  aitd  ao  loogcr. 

Apptayad,  Apitl  20,  ISlfi. 

An  AclfeaoflwrtolhesBrTeyoftwadWoaoof  — OS 
of  tbe  paUio  lands,  in  lien  of  tbal  ousMi^  haeai^ 
iwo  aatboriwd  le  W  surveyed,  in  (he  TsndlSBy  af 
Miebiffaa,  u  military  boaair  taads. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  so  much  of  tbe  **  Act 
to  provide  for  designating,  sorveying,  and  eraac* 
ing  the  military  bounty  leads,"  approved  tfaesrxib 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  aigbt  boadred  aad 
twclva,  aa  aathoriica  tba  Preaideac  of  tha  0^m4 
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luBm  to  .ewM  to  be  vanmni  ivo  nilHoiti  sf 
lent  of  tbe  lands  of  ibc  lJDit«l  Smmb,  in  tiM 
rnrilory  of  MIelugao,  Am  tbe  pwpew  M  attin- 
ying  the  boaotias  of  laod  prMBiMd  to  tbe  ood- 
lOmmissioDed  officen  and  soldiers  of  tbe  Uocted 
States  be,  aod  tbe  same  is  bereby,  repealed  ;  aod 
a  Hen  of  the  said  two  mitUoM  of  aerca  of  Iaa4, 
b^resideot  of  the  Uoiied  States  be,  aod  he  it 
lereby,  autboiized  to  cause  to  be  sunreyed,  of 
he  laoda  of  the  Uoited  Suies  fit  foe  cnliiwatieB, 
lot  otherwise  appropviated^md  to  which  the  In- 
liaa  title  is  ezttogunhed,  ooe  miltioD  fire  hno- 
Ired  Iboasand  aeres,  in  lha  Uliaoia  Terriiorf }ra4 
ive  haodred  ihoasand  aetca|»  ihelliisowi Ter- 
iioryj  lorth  of  tbe  rim  Mlssourt ;  the  said  kads 
thalfW  dirided  iaio  towMhifi^  and  aybdirided 
nto  aeetiooa  and  f  oarter  saotioos,  (eadi  qwrtcf 
iceiioK  to  eoMaia,  as  near  as  poulhle,  one  hno- 
Ired  aod  sixty  acres,)  ia  the  maaner  prescribed 
>y  law  for  Hsrvef  ioc  aod  uMividieg  tbe  other 
aode  of  the  Uiuted  States  j  and  tbe  Jaods  thus 
nurveyedy  with  the  exeepiioa  of  the  salt  sprioga 
lod  lead  mioea  tbereia,  and  tbe  ^naaiittea  of 
«od  adjacent  thereto  as  may  be  reserved  for  tb« 
ise  of  the  same  by  lb*  PfcsideiU  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  section  nnmber  siKteen  in  every 
nvnebtpj  to  be  graced  to  tbe  iofaalHlanis  of 
meh  township  for  the  ase  of  public  schools,  shatl, 
ucordiDg  to  tbe  pfotlsioasof  the  above  recited 
beti  be  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  satiafyiog  tbe 
tauatiea  oiland  pioaaMetl  to  tbe  Doa-connii- 
lioaed  officen  and  e^ien  of  tb«  tate  Army  of 
Ike  United  Stales^  their  beira  ud  legal  rtpresen- 
latives,  by  the  act  eatiiled  "  An  a«t  for  complo- 
[isg  the  existiag  Military  fiMiubiishmeot,  ap* 
proved  tbe  twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  one 
Ihomand  ei|ht  hundred  and  eleveo,  aftd  by  the 
kot  entitled  "  An  act  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary force,"  approved  tbe  eleventh  day  i^Jsaa- 
sry,  one  thoosaod  eight  bnodsed  and  tmlve. 

Sec.  3.  And  ieitJurUur  maetm^  That  every 
person  in  whose  favor  aay  warrant  br  military 
land  bounty  is  issued,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  an- 
ihoriaed  to  draw  by  lot  oae  of  tbe  quarter  sec- 
tions sorveyed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  aod  ^all 
Dbtain  a  patent  therefor,  in  the  same  manner,  io 
ivety  respeei,  w  is  or  shall  be  provided  by  law 
Tor  intenu  to  iasne  for  other  military  land  boMo- 
Ufls,  or  aa  is  provided  bv  the  Mt  ftf»t«b»v0  laci- 
ted  for  pateau  to  issue  for  anahfautda. 

Approved,  Apcil  30^  1S16. 

An  Act  nii^leinantaiy  to  the  act  psssed  the  thirtisfh 
of  March,  one  thftiuaad  eight  buatlred  and  two,  to 
legolate  trade  and  intercaarae  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  Crontieis. 

Be  it  ewartad,  fc,  That  lioaaees  to  trade  with 
the  Indians  vithm  the  tarriioriai  limiu  of  the 
United  States  sbaU  aei  be  granted  to  any  but 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  uoleas  by  tbe  ex- 
press direetioo  of  ih«  President  of  the  Uoiied 
States,  aod  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  ae 
the  puUic  interest  msyt  in  bisopiaioo,  require. 

Sso.  2,4ml  bt  itjitrther  miuted.  That  aU 
goods,  wacos,  and  nmwhamliatt  cwiiwl  by  a  for- 


eigaei  into  the  lands  tO:  wbiah  the  fndiaft  nitla 
has  not  been  extinguished)  for  the  pucpose  of 
beiotf  used  in  tbe  Indiait  trade;  an4 aJl artidfti 
of  pelirv,  of  prevuions,  or  of  any  other  kind  pur- 
chased by  foreigners  from  Indians,  or  tribw  «| 
Indians,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  aoU 
shall  be,  aod  the  saino  ore  hereby,  forftitad,  one- 
balf  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  ioformer,  and  the 
remainder  to  the  United  States  :  Provided,  Thai 
the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  are  seizea 
prior  to  their  sale  to  an  Indian,  or  Indian  trilM, 
and  tbe  articles  purchased  are  seised  before  tlwy 
are  removed  beyeod  the  Udtits  of  the  Dniial 
Slates. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  itjkrther  eHoetmL  That  if  m 
foreigner  go  Into  any  country  which  is  allMled 
or  secured  by  treaty  to  either  of  the  Indiaa  trifaea 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States 
or  to  which  the  ladiau  title  has  not  been  extin- 
nhdied,  without*  pamportfirst  had  and  oMa^^ed 
uom  the  Qovernor  of  one  of  the  Slates  or  Te^ 
riioriee  of  the  United  States,  *4jotBU|jS  tl^ '^'Wt 
uy  into  which  he  nuy  go,  or  the  omoet  of  tbfi 
troops  of  tbe  United  3t«tes,  oommanding  at  tktt 
nearest  post  on  the  fiootters,  or  such  ether  person 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  qaay  f^KA 
time  to  lime  authorize  to  giant  the  nqac,  he 
shall,  on  eooviotion  thereof,  p«iy  a  fine  «f  notiesii 
than  fifty  or  more  than  oi^e  thousand  dpU^nj 
be  imprisoned  not  less  than  o^e  moa|h,  or  more 
than  twelve  mopth*,  at  the  diaaHUon  of 
court. 

3«a  ^  An4  be  i^Jwtlier  tnaeted,  That  trials 
for  o&oees  agaiitst  this  act  sbail  be  had  in  tbn 
courts  of  the  United  Stales  of  the  territory  14 
which  the  person  accused  may  be  aneeted,  or  in 
tbe  circuit  court  of  the  Uoiieo  States,  of  the  ditr 
trict  into  which  he  may  be  £rst  carried,  afker  b|f 
itrrest. 

Sw.  &  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  mk 
and  every  iiersoo  charged  with  a  violation  of  t^ 
•eeond  section  of  this  act  shall,  if  arreted,  be  in- 
dieted  aod  tried  ia  one  of  the  courts  aforesatd, 
and  that  the  coovielico  of  the  aecitsed  shall  au- 
thorize tbe  court  to  cause  the  goods  intsnded  to 
be  sold  to,  and  articles  purchased  from  the  In- 
dians, belonging  to  him,  or  taken  in  his  posse* 
sion,  to  be  sold,  one-half  to  the  use  of  the  iafoim- 
er,  and  the  otliec  to  the  use  of  the  United  Staief. 
But  if  goods  intended  to  be  sold,  or  articles  puh 
ebaaad  from  the  Indiaiu  -coniracy  to  tbe  proei- 
BtoM  of  this  act,  should  he  seized,  aod  the  owaef 
or  person  in  possessitm  of  them  should  make  bis 
escape,  or  from  any  other  cause  canDothebroi|j|ht 
to  trial,  it  shall  aod  may  be  lawful  for  the  Untte4 
States  Attorney  of  the  Territory  in  which  ibef 
may  be  seized,  or  the  District  Attorney  of  |be 
Uotied  Siatee^  of  the  district  into  which  tbay 
may  have  been  first  carried  aCiei  they  are  seize^ 
to  proceed  against  tbe  said  goods  intended  to  be 
sold  to,  or  articles  purchased  from  the  Indians,  ia 
the  maoner  directed  to  be  observed  io  tbe  case  of 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  brought  into  the 
United  Stales  in  violaiioo  of  the  reveoue  laws. 

Sac.  6.  And  bs  it  furUur  enacted.  That  the 
f  ffaideut  of  the  United  Sutca  boi  apd  be  henby 
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fo,  aiftborixed  to  hm  the  military  force  <rf  the 
tniited  Slatet  wbenerer  it  may  be  BeefSBary  to 
«arry  into  effect  tbis  act,  as  far  aa  it  relate*  to 
•eizure  of  eoods  to  be  sold  to,  or  articles  already 
porebased  Jrom  tb«  Indiaos,  or  to  tbe  arrest  of 
MrsMU  ebarged  witb  riolatiog  its  proriiiMs. 
Approred,  April  S9, 1816. 


An  Ael  to  jneieaae  tbe  ■alaiy  of  tbe  Begiiler  nt  tbe 
Tressiu7. 

Be  it  enaOed^  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  (be  Register  of  the  Treasury,  for  bis  ao- 
nual  salary,  from  the  first  of  January,  one  thou- 
•aod  eight  baadred  aodsixteeD,  the  sam  of  three 
thoDsaod  dollars. 

Appcored,  April  30, 1816. 

An  Act  coftcerniag  Invalid  PeDiioaaii. 

Be  it  enaeted,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  War 
be,  aod  be  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  tbe  follow- 
ing named  persons  do  tbe  pension  list  of  invalid 
pensioners  of  tbe  United  Slates,  who  shall  be  en- 
titled to  and  receive  pensions  according:  to  tbe 
rates,  and  commencing  at  tbe  times  herein  men- 
tioned, that  is  to  say : 

John  Huie,  at  tbe  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  tbe  twenty-sereoib  of 
Peoember,  eighteen  bnndred  and  fifteen. 

Brastns  Desbrow,  at  tbe  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
Booth,  to  commence  on  the  eigbteentb  of  Norem- 
bt^  eighteen  boodred  and  fifteen. 

John  B.  Williams,  at  ihe  rate  of  six  didlars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  ifae  twelfth  of  September, 
eighteen  boodred  aod  fifteen. 

Ptolemy  Sheldon,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  mooth,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  of  June, 
eighteeo  hundred  aod  Gfteeo. 

llnmpbrey  Webster,  at  the  rate  of  seventeen 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of 
Jane,  eighteen  bandred  and  fifteen. 

Asa  Glazier,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
mooifa,  to.eommeoce  on  the  twenty-eixtli  of  Jan- 
nary,  eighteen  hundred  aod  sixteen. 

Joseph  Westeott,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  and 
aixty-seveo  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
aiztn  of  January,  eighteen  boodred  aodsixteeo. 

AlttoD  Fort,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
mooib,  to  eommeoee  on  the  sixteenth  of  Septem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Luther  Gregory,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  tbe  tweoty-second  of 
February,  eighiera  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Henry  Parks,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-second  of 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Lemuel  Hewlit,  at  tbe  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  tbe  twelflb  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  aod  sixteen. 

Peter  Mills,  at  tlie  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  oo  the  fifth  of  January,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirteen. 

Betbnel  Goodrich,  jonior,  at  the  rate  of  four 
dolors  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth 
w  Noy'aber.  eighteen  hundred  aod  fifteen. 

WiUiam  Vineyard,  at  the  rate  of  foar  ddlan , 


per  mooib,  to  conrawBoe  en  tbe  leaead  off  Ve- 

Terober,  eigbleea  hundred  aod  ftfieea. 

Aarm  Stewart,  at  tbe  rata  of  four  dollnrs  pn 
moath,  to  commence  on  tbe  foartb  of  Ocieber, 
eirttcen  hundred  and  fifWn. 

Uiebael  McDermott,at  tbe  rale  of  eight  dollars 

Gr  mooth,  to  commence  oo  tbe  twenty-fiiih  off 
arob.  eighteeo  hundred  and  fourteen.  • 
WiUiam  Bowyer,  at  tbe  rate  of  eight  doSm 
per  mooth,  to  eommenee  on  the  tenth  of  Oelobo, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Stmnel  Jaeaway,at  the  rate  of  foor  dollars  pet 
month,  to  commeooe  on  the  ninth  of  Jniravy, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifkeeo. 

Joseph  S.  Van  Drieaen,  at  the  mtc  of  eig hi  4al- 
lars  per  month,  to  eommenee  on  the  fwwnk  of 
March,  eighteen  himdred  nod  thirteen. 

Jacob  Kendelspcryerjat  the  mia  of  fonr  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  seventeenth  of 
November,  eighteen  hundred  and  foorteeo. 

Thomas  Fugate,  at  the  rate  <^  eight  dollars  per 
month,  10  commence  on  tbe  tbtrty-fiist  of  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Cornelius  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollaa 
per  month,  to  commence  oo  tbeeigbteeatbof  De- 
cember,  eighteeo  hoodred  aod  fifteeo. 

John  B.  Fuller,  at  tbe  rate  of  eight  dollars  pec 
mooth,  to  commence  oo  tbe  tweoiy-e^bth  af  flo- 
vemtwr,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifieeo. 

Miebael  Cbapu,  at  tbe  rate  af  fan  dollars  par 
month,  to  eommeoce  on  the  fifth  of  Febmnrf, 
eighteeo  hoodred  and  sixteen. 

Joseph  Henderaon,  at  the  mie  of  wght  dstUTt 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  eommenee  on  the 
twenty-fourth  d  Deeembcr,  eighteen  hnadnrf 
and  lourteen. 

John  Pidgeott,  at  tbe  rate  of  fonr  doltara  per 
month,  to  eommenee  on  the  eighth  of  Febrawy, 
eighteen  hundred  aod  fifteen. 

George  Fiizsimmons,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  coramenoa  on  the  fltsi  of  Juu^ 
eighteen  hundred  aod  fifteen. 

Jesse  Beach,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollara  pec 
month,  to  commence  on  tbe  third  of  Jaounry, 
eighteen  hundred  aod  sixteeo. 

Daniel  Stagg,  at  tbe  rate  of  eigbt  dollnn  pec 
month,  to  eommeoce  oo  the  twenty-sixth  of  Fe^ 
ruary,  eighteen  hoodred  nod  sixteen. 

Duoiel  BaileyiM  the  rate  of  four  dollara  pec 
month,  to  eommenee  oo  the  ctgbteenth  of  De> 
eember,  eighteen  hundred  and  mieen. 

Calvin  Barnes,  at  the  rate  of  fonr  dollara  par 
month,  to  commence  oo  the  fourteenth  of  Febra- 
ary,  eighteeo  hoodred  and  sixteen. 

Noble  Morse,  at  tbe  rate  of  eight  dollars  pec 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirty-first  of  Ocio- 
her,  eighteeo  hundred  and  fifteen. 

David  McOrackeo,  jonior,  at  tbe  rate  of  eight 
dollars  per  mooth,  to  commeooe  oa  the  ninth  cf 
Febroary,  eighteeo  boodred  and  sixteen. 

John  Patieri»on,  at  the  rale  of  four  dirilm  par 
month,  to  commence  oo  the  tweoty-ninih  of 
cember,  eighteen  hoodred  aod  fifteeo. 

Thomas  Baldwin,  at  the  rate  of  eight  doUan 
per  mooth,  to  -commence  on  the  sixth  of  ^hi^ 
eighteen  hiudced  ud  iOeoi. 
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ZniM  HaitiBf^  M  the  nt»  of  eight  di^Un  per 
>nth,  to  commeDeeoa  the  tweutf'nioth  of  No- 
mber,  eiehteett  hondred  and  dfltceo. 
lacnes  Nowell,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
Hith,  to  eomineoee  on  the  fifth  of  April,  elgh- 
>n  hondred  and  elereo. 

Charlet  Higio,  at  the  rate  of  eicht  doHen  per 

3Dth,  to  oommence  on  the  eighth  of  NoTemoer, 

[hteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Joseph  Foster,  at  the  rate  of  eight  ddlars  per 

>ntb,  to  eommenee  on  the  tenth  of  Oetober, , 

rhteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Lerie  Fiisbie,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollar*  per 

inth,  to  eommenee  on  the  ninth  of  Noremher, 

[hteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Joseph  Qillett,  at  the  rate  of  serenteen  dollars 

r  month,  to  commoaee  on  the  eighteenth  of 

>ril,  cicbteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Samuel  Trabjr,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 

Hitb,  to  eommenee  on  the  ninth  of  September, 

;hteen  hondred  nnd  fifteen. 

David  Hawkins,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 

>ntb,  10  commence  on  the  serenieenth  of  No- 

raiber,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Philip  Ulraer,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars  per 

•otb,  la  eommenee  on  the  twenlf-second  of 

luarjr,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

'ohn  Hamilton,  at  the  rate  of  ten  doUirs  per 

nth.  to  commence  on  the  fifth  day  of  February, 

bteeo  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Haihan  iel  Thompson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 

■  month,  to  eommenee  on  the  sixteenth  of  June, 

hteen  hondred  and  fifteen. 

lohn  Downs,  at  the  mte  of  four  dolkrs  per 

mth,  to  eommenee  on  the  twentf-eecond  iMT 

■■^.-.^Ighteen  hundred  and  aixteen. 

Fobn  ^nton,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 

mth,  to  commence  on  the  sixth  of  February, 

:hteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

William  Collins,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 

mih,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  Janu- 

r,  ooe  thousand  eight  hundrM  and  sixteen. 

Vamcs  Allen,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 

mth,  to  commence  on  the  third  of  May,  one 

mssnd  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

William  Richardson,  at  the  rate  of  fonr  dollars 

r  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth  o(  April, 

e  tbottsaod  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Fames  DeToarix*  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 

•nth,  to  eommenee  on  the  eighth  of  July,  one 

>usaBd  e^bt  hundred  and  fiCiMn. 

KathnalarClark,  at  the  rata  of  aiz  dollars  per 

>nth,  to  eottfflenee  on  the  twentieth  of  Febni- 

'i  one  thousand  eight  hondred  and  fifteen. 

loha  HaskeU,  at  the  rate     eight  dollars  per 

nth,  to  eommenee  on  the  cloTenth  of  Deeem- 

one  tfaoBsand  eight  handred  and  fifteen. 
Uroes  Noars^  at  the  lale  of  four  dollars  per 
'nth,  to  eommenee  on  the  seventeenth  of  No- 
nber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
'ohn  McNnliy,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollan  per 
nth,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth  of  Jane,  oae 
nsand  ^ht  hundred  and  fifteen, 
oseph  ^rr,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
nth,  to  eommeooe  on  the  twenty>third  of  Oeto- 
I  OH  Ihonmnd  tight  kudrad  ud  fiAan. 


Jamea  OothrK  M  the  rate  of  fisar  doUaia  per 
month,  to  eonunanee  oa  the  twaatpaoraith  of 
Septambor,  one  thoosud  e^t  huoMd  aad  flf> 
teen. 

Stephen  M.  Coqer,  at  the  rate  of  fimr  dollars 

Str  month,  to  commence  on  the  serenieenth  of 
etober,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 
Socrates  Swift,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  par 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  bnndred  and  fifteen. 

Nathan  Lockwood,  at  the  rate  of  four  doMtn 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Samuel  Gumee,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  eommenee  on  the  sixth  of  Mtrah,  ont 
thoosand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Bmory  lawman,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollan 
per  raontii,  to  commeaee  on  the  sixteatth  of  June^ 
oae  thoosand  ei^t  hondred  and  fifteen. 

John  MeMillnB,ac  the  rate  of  fifteen  doHaisper 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty*third  of  Aih 
gust,  one  thousand  eight  hondred  and  fifteen. 

Reuben  Gootshy,  at  the  rate  of  fonr  dollara  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  <tf  Apc^  one 
thousand  einht  hundred  and  sixteen. 

William  Rhodes,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  p« 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  of  November, 
one  thoosand  eight  bnndred  and  fourteen. 

Daniel  Rumioer,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollara  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  of  Jaly,ona 
thousaad  ewht  hundred  and  fifnea. 

Beverly  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars 
per  month,  to  eominenee  oa  the  twenty-fourth 
of  September,  one  thoonnd  eight  hoadred  and 
fifteen. 

James  Shaw,  at  the  rate  of  eight  doUus  per 
month,  to  eoamme  on  the  fifth  ^  September, 
one  thousand  eight  hoadred  and  fifteen. 

Edmond  Borimi,at  the  mte<rf'ei|ht  dollan  per 
month,  to  eommenee  on  the  twenty>Srst  of  Augos^ 
one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Matthew  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  six  doUan 
per  month,  to  eommenee  on  the  rievsntb  of  Jolfi 
one  thousand  ewht  hondred  nod  fifteen. 

Witlism  L.  oypert,  at  the  rate  of  ibar  dollars 
per  Diootb,  to  commence  oa  the  tweoty-fenrth  of 
Aogost,  one  thoosand  eight  hondred  and  fifteen. 

Samuel  Scott,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
>for»  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

David  Hobterd,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollue  per 
month,  to  eommenee  on  the  seventecaih  of  Ju^ 
one  tfaonsaod  eight  handred  and  fifteen. 

Hogh  Hays,  at  the  rata  of  four  dollan  pw 
month,  to  eommenee  on  the  fourth  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  bnndred  and  fifteen. 

William  Denni^  ai  the  rate  of  six  dollan  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  Septott- 
ber  one  thousaad  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

John  Bruce,  at  the  rateof  six  dollara  per  month, 
to  eommenee  on  the  sixteenth  of  Septeaber,  one 
thourand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

George  Sleeker,  at  the  rate  of  six  d^lars  per 
month,  to  eommenee  on  the  twenty-third  <tf 
Awusi,  ooe  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteeo. 

BobertC.Davii,atthent«of  aiz  doUan  per 
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b^oM  ihoiHud  eifht  kwaini  mi  ftftaea. 

Bnaktt  DaviMii,  m  tlw  ml*  of  liz  doUm  mt 
aoBtb,  to  eonnteQee  cm  ihe  seTratecDtb  of  i>«- 
mm^Tt  Me  tktmmai  ctfhi  b«»dn4  mmi  SAmd. 

W.  L  BhMUa,  at  tiie  rata  of  JMcteco  dollm 
per  ■MPlh,  to  WBoeo  on  the  iwealv -atveslk 
•f  Mjr,  Me  theoiud  eight  fawHM  eod  ftiucD. 

Alesudcr  M.  Orey,  at  the  mu  of  eight  Mtam 
per  noBib,  to  •omnene*  on  tho  tmnty-Mventh 
of  Joljr,  one  thowoad  eight  hMtdred  and  ftftceo. 

John  Aiueraoa,  at  the  lat*  of  Ibor  AoUan  per 
■ontli,  to  eommeMe  on  iho  cigbtamth  of  Sep* 
MBber.  Me  thooMad  eight  haadnd  and  U^m. 

Paol  Bamel,  at  (he  rale  of  Smt  didlan  per 
mwtb,  to  coBBoaM  m  the  iwMty-MBih  of  Jos' 
wrjr,  one  thoMod  oifht  bandnil  n4  wjwimm, 

mbM Haanh, at  the nu ti Ibor Mlweper 
smlh,  to  eeaiMMCM  the  twMir-eigtob  of  FW' 
nary,  ose  ihooaand  eight  hoadnM  and  Huaen. 

Joaan  Mcrpar,  at  the  tale  of  ftm  dollan  par 
BMtb,  to  eonmenee  on  the  twtnty-eevMth  of 
tUrahi  M*  theoNBd  eight  hoodied  and  eiscaea. 

Bainil  SehooaoTtr,  at  the  rate  of  eight  detlan 

Cmontbi  to  cemaMace  m  the  w^teeih  of 
Me  tbooMBd  eight  hoadred  and  lixieen. 
AletM  Cook,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollan  par 
Mth,  toeoaHBoaoe  aa  the  tweoljr-eixth  of  0»- 


Wber,  *M  thooeand  au;ht  bandied  and  fottrtaM. 

JoIm  ChitliiB,  at  the  rate  of  eix  dolUtra  per 
Bontb,  to  eoBneaae  <m  Ihe  Aral  of  Jaanarf,  one 
thoaaand  eight  bnndred  and  ftAeto. 

Ahrahan  Johoeoa,  at  the  rata  of  fire  dollan 
•ad  tUitr*ihrM  cMte  aad  mo  third  of  a  oaat  per 
mnth,  to  eoanenee  oa  the  elevrath  of  Febraary, 
mt  thoMand  aiaht  haadred  and  aizian. 

Theaaa  Oadd,  at  the  rata  of  finr  dallan  per 
■iMtb,  to  eoawieaee  on  the  etereatb  of  Jolf,  one 
ihaaeaad  eigbt  boodred  and  foartceo. 

WUIianvNcal,  at  the  raieof  fonr  dollan  per 
■kMlh^toeoniaieoeethefiAeentbdayofFebriiarj, 
Me  tboONDd  eight  bondnd  and  tixteM. 

Tbomaa  Bdmoadeoo,  at  the  rale  of  foac  dollan 
per  month,  to  eomraenoe  the  twtnty-Mrratfa  day 
«f  May,  Me  ihoosaod  eight  bqodred  Md  ifieen. 

JeMah  B.  Paehard,  at  the  rate  of  eigbt  doHars 
per  Doatb,  to  eoaiBiMM  m  the  tweotv-aeeMd 
day  of  Janaarf,  one  ibousaad  eigbt  haadred  and 
atlteen. 

Joha  <t  Talbotti,  at  the  rate  of  fonr  dolfain  per 
HMnth  to  Mnmtneo  m  tbe  Afih  day  of  April, 
■■*  ihooiud  aigh^  haadred  ud  fiOeen. 

Jamei  Jaekaen,  at  ih*  nu  of  foar  dollan  par 
»«nlb,  toaoiaBieneeon  the  iveoty-^nt  of  Aagust, 
aao  ibooeud  eight  haadred  aad  fifteen. 

Jean  Da  Pcroo,  at  the  rata  af  eight  doUara  per 
nMoih,  to  eemmeaee  on  the  tweotf-e^hlh  of 
Deeamher,  one  thoneaad  eight  haadred  and  fonr- 
tcen. 

John  Lamb,  at  tbe  rate-  of  eight  dollan  per 
■oolh,  to  oommenee  on  the  fim  of  Apcil,  one 
tboDsaad  eigbt  hundred  and  eizKea. 

Bbo.  a.  Amd  be  it  JurthiP  eaocted,  That  the 
peoflioat  of  tbe  follow  lag  named  penone,  already 
plaecd  on  the  pomwa  list  of  the  Uiuied  Suiee, 
•a  laareaaed  to  cha  nau  hareia  Mipaetivelp  w- 


talhokanHaai  tha  mid  iaaraaaa  tatpaa- 
iB«aea  at  th»  liOMa  boitia  waatioaa^  aad  laha 
in  lien  of  the  pwhiae  ihap  at  fummA  raaaiw, 
that  ia  to  ear : 

Nero  Hawtaf  J  at  the  rale  of  oight  doUan  pa 
moQib,  to  commence  on  the  thirtietb  of  Oeiohcr, 
•ae  theoaaod  ewht  haadred  aad  fiA«n. 

Nathaa  Uavler,  at  ihc  rate  of  eight  daUan 
per  month,  to  eomraeace  m  the  thirtwth  of  0»- 
tobee,  eae  thnawnd  ei^^t  handled  nad  fiftaca. 

James  Porlai,  at  tl»e  rate  of  ibar  doHaia  po 
moBib,  to  commMce  m  the  t««ntj*oea*a4  of 
Awoarf^e  tbonand  eigbt  hoadred  and  aUae«B. 

John  Dnrall,  at  the  rata  of  eight  doUan  jm 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twentv-uath  of  JaB% 
aae  thoaanad  eight  haadrod  aad  Biaa^ 

Jm9t  White,  at  iheiaiaaf  oigfat  daUanpm 
nunth,  to  coHHMnci  «a  the  tiretf  f  ■awnti  ef 
Mav,  oaa  ihaaaand  aight  handled  aad  fiflaaa 

David  Bcalt,  «l  the  rat*  of  tweatp  doUan  w 
month,  to  commence  m  the  eighiMoih  of  Jn^ 
oaa  tboimod  eigbt  haadscd  Md  fnf  to^n. 

Hngh  Barnci,  at  tbe  rale  of  twoaty  daUpfa  p« 
month,  to  ooauncaee  ea  the  fiwnh  ai  jjayahj w  ■ 
thonaind  eight  httodred  and  aixteea. 

fidawad  Wooenaea.  at  the  rale  af  tight  iallpa 
per  mMtb,  w  eomneaee  m  the  firai  of  Awd. 
one  thoaaand  ekht  hvodred  aad  ■ijneM :  /V*- 
«mM  That  iMthiAg  ia  thie  aeiahall  be  aa 
ttrued  u  to  allow  any  ftmiantn  aar  «th«e  9a» 
MOB  ihM  i«  herein  proridad,eK  any  hi^aa  ipte 
of  prnaioa  than  km  hcretafim  heea  attawed  ta 
bim,  or  to  otben  timtlarly  liiaated,  for  aaf  ttee 
previoaa  to«h«  poaaape of  an  act,  eatilMI,  "lAa 
aet^  to  lacraaaa  peaeioaa  cd'  iaTahda  ia  aeitaia 
eaaea,  for  tbe  telief  of  iavalidf  of  th*  — "■tia.  aad 
for  the  woiatmut  of  peasiM  agaai^  ia  th(M 
Siaiai,  where  there  an  a*  oomaiiatioaaia  «f 
loans." 
Approved,  April  80^  tUft. 

An  A«t  flaing  the  fiwafeiiaaHim  of  the  ■eoatay^ 

the  fluute,  and  Oleifc  of  the  BaoM  or  B« 

tins^  and  makaig  pnriiisa  ftr  tha  eis^  < 

in  tbeir  olBoea; 

BeUtMoeMfifcy  That  in  Um  of  th*  aoaapea- 
aatioa  heretofore  nUowed  br  law  to  the  Ssaieraq 
of  tbe  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  Heaae  of  Bepie- 
srataUves  of  the  United  Suies,  they  shall  «t- 
eeally  lacaive  the  sura  of  three  thoosaad  daUan 
annually,  payable  quarterly,  as  beiccofore. 

Sao.  8.  And  to  it^fimtier  eaoefe^  Thar  so 
maeh  of  any  act  berelofote  paased,  providiogaay 
compusation,  salary,  or  pwqatsiu»,of  any  amass 
or  kud  vhatareiv  t<"M  anid  Secretary  aad  Clirk, 
shall  b^  and  the  name  is  hereby,  repealed. 

SEo.a  Aaak9  UJmiher  eaocCsd;  That  then 
he  allewed  te  the  priaeipal  and  eapoeaiat  ekifa 
of  the  Senate  aad  oC  tbe  Hoaaa  of  B^iaaaaw 
tives,  an  addition  of  twenty  per  aauaai  m  iht 
oopipeasatioos  to  whieb  th^  are  «t  ptrsiial  r' 
titfed  by  law.  This  act  ahall  take  afleei  and  am- 
tinue  in  force  fw  two  yean  fiom  and  after  the 
ftnt  day  of  Jaaaary,  oaa  thoosud  eight  hwhed 
aad  sixioen. 

Appeorod,  AprU  81^  Ifilfi, 
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Aetfltiii|lhi  WMmBMtiMi  of  th«  <lhaphiiiiof 
Coagw. 

U  it  enaetedj  ^c^  Thx  the  Cbtptaiw  of  Ooft* 
n  shall  be  allowed  aod  paid  fin  bmdred  dol- 
peraDDam,  each,  as  a  compcDsatioD  for  their 
rices,  to  cornmeDce  with  (he  pretmt  aeisioD 
Congress  mj  law  to  the  eotttmrr  ilotwUh- 
idlDg. 

LpproTcd,  April  30, 1816. 

An  A«t  to  estaliltih  pMt  Boada; 

la  it  tiuetad,  fc,  Tbat  tba  IbUtwuif  post 
Is  be,  and  the  same  are  herein,  diseonUHcd: 
.  is  to  sav, 

mn  Portlaiidtbf  Windbam,Rarmd,  Bridce^ 
LoTell,  Waterford,  Norway,  Paris,  Buekfield, 
■fter,  Hartford,  LiTermre.  TarM*,  Polud, 
r  Qloaoester,  aad  Hebron  Aeftdenjr,  to  Parts, 

faine. 

rom  Waterford,  by  Norw^,  Ron&rd,  «ad 
wl,  in  Uaioe. 

rom  MarylaDd,  to  H iUbrd,  in  Mew  Yerii. 
rom  Delhi  to  Meredith,  in  New  York, 
rom  Oooadiga,  by  Tally,  PrcUe,  and  Homer, 
DTdai>d  eoon-home,  in  New  Yoek. 
rom  Montffomery  conrt-boose,  by  TatsaU 
t*hoBse,  and  Barriafftoo,to  Danes  in  Gten-gia. 
rom  Abington,  by  Rassell  coart-boMe,  and 
kinson  Chip,  to  AMafdM,  in  Yirginia. 
rom  RwersTille,  Tennessee,  br  Lev  coprt> 
«,  Tii^k^  to  Cwnbarland  Cnp,  in  Ten- 
se. 

rom  HnntinfftoBjI^tlnBenh  road,  toBmitk- 
tf  in  New  York. 

mm  BeoksCown,  by  Fmnkfert,  Hampden, 
;or,  and  No.  1,  to  OrrioKton ;  also  the  roote 
Prospect,  by  Mount  Ephraim,  to  Frankfort, 
miaa. 

t»m  Plymouth,  by  New  Hampton,  Meredith, 
iftnton,  Nortbwoed,  Nottiogfaamj  and  Dor- 
to  Portsmouth  in  New  Hampshire, 
om  Greer^rg,  Pennsj^ruia,  to  Now  Lis- 
in  Ohio. 

om  Barfieldi^  by  Port's  Ferry  to  Johnson^s 

OD  Lyoeh's  dreek,  in  Sooth  Oarolioa. 
om  Ports*  Ferry  to  Cmwaybotougb,  8oMh 

tina. 

om  Carthage  to  Lebosoo,  la  Tesnossea. 
am  Windsor  to  WilliaBstOB,  in  North  Oar- 

>m  Triadelpbia  to  Bllieott^  MiHs. 

>m  Galway  to  Broadalblo. 

>m  Centre? ille  to  Leesburg. 

HQ  Taunton  to  Weynaoaui,  In  Messaehu- 

»m  Oaoton  to  Qesben,  in  Conneoticvt. 
3.  2.  And  be  U  Juiiher  enaeie^  That  the 
rinc  be  eslaUisfaed  as  post  roads,  ris: 
Mame. — From  Lowell  to  Fryborg. 
>m  Portland,  by  Poland^  Hebron,  Norway, 
,  Buckfield,  Bomner,  Hartford,  Livermofe, 
er,  Minot,  New  Oloneester,  aod  Hebron 
■my,  to  Paris. 

>m  Norridgewalk,  by  Starks  and  Industry, 
rmiogtoo. 


From  Porrlaad,  by  Wtadham,  Raymond,  Bri  fge- 
towD,  Lovell,  Waterford,  Norway,  Paris,  Rom- 
ford, Betfad,  and  Atbsoy,  to  Waterford. 

From  Macbias  to  Hagg's  Poiot,  in  Lubeek. 

From  Belfast,  by  Mount  Bpbraim,  FitokfiK^ 
Hampdeo,  and  Bavgor.  to  Bdiogton. 

From  Augnsta,  by  Bnvlrn^  Conor  aod  lUr- 
lera,  to  Palermo. 

From  OrringtoD  to  Brewer* 

Frmn  Canaao,  by  Palmyra,  Newport,  Ctosley- 
towD,  aod  Carmcl,  to  Hampdea. 

HHe»Bhmp^mr~-¥t9m  Plynootk,  by  Canp- 
ton,  Tboratoo,  Pediog,  aad  Liaeola,  to  Fraft> 
eooia. 

From  Portsnotttb,  by  Dom,  Madberry,  Bar- 
riogton,  Barosiead,  Gilmantoo,  Meredith,  tod 
New  HamptOD,  to  Plymoutb. 

in  Femoftt.— From  Ckaad  Isle  to  Alborg. 

From  Hyde  Park,  by  Morristown  aod  Stow,  Co 
Waierbury. 

From  Rutland,  by  Parkerstowa,  PblsAeld,  to 
Stockbridee. 

From  Newborv,  oo  tho  ^ssompaio  toroptk& 
by  Bamet,St.Jobiisborrf,  Lyndoo,Bhefleld,OM 
BartoD,  to  Derby. 

From  Oslraine.  Masaaehoaatts,  bjr  Htlifitx  tod 
Wbitingbam,  to  Wilningtoo. 

Thai  the  post  road  from  Mooktoo  to  HioM* 
burff,  pass  through  Siarkesboroucb. 

in  Ma  saart  wasffs.— From  Narthompton,  by 
WilUameborg,  Qeohen,  Plaiafield,  aad  Boroy,  to 
A  da  tot. 

From  WoReiter,byUilbiiry,lforthbridgo,o«i 

Uibridge,  to  Smitbfield,  in  Rhode  lalaod. 

Fram  New  Bedford,  by  Bridgewaicr,  lo  Boo- 
too. 

That  the  mail  from  Northampton  (o  Wotaoo* 
ter,  pose  through  Paxton. 

From  the  south  porish  of  Bridgewater,  by  tbo 
west  and  north  parishes  of  Brtdgewaler,  Sao- 
dirfpb,  and  Mtluw,  to  Boston. 

In  Cbmucftct(<.— FroBi  Middlstowo  to  EiUof' 
worth. 

From  Hartford,  throngb  Canton,  Torriogford^ 
Torrioffton,  Ousheo,  and  CurnwaU,  to  Sbano. 

in  Ntio  Vorfc.— From  Esmz,  by  Wortport. 
Mortah,  Crown  Poiot,  Ticonderuafa,  Hagne^  oofl 
BoltMi,  to  Fort  George,  in  Caldwell. 

From  WilliamstownjOneidaooooly,  hyRioh* 
land.  BUisbory,  aod  Heoderson's^  to  Bookoit*a 
Harbor,  in  Jeflwrson  county. 

From  Riehfield,  by  PlauicH  BroekfleM,  wd 
Hamilioii,  to  Skaoeatelas. 

From  Coiharinetowa,  by  BeftdiBg,to  Bentoo. 

From  Maolius,  by  Pumpey  east,  aad  Pooaper 
west,  HiU,  Tolly,  PfeUo,  and  Homer,  to  Cori- 
landt  eourt-hottse. 

From  Whitehall,  (to  intersect  the  post  road 
from  Albany  to  Middlebury,  Vermont,  at  Gran- 
Tille,  to  Pawleit,}  in  VermonL 
From  Sullivan,  by  Camillus,  Brutus,  and  Meats, 
to  Junius. 

From  Auhnm,  by  Mentz,  Cato,  aad  Woleott, 
to  Sod  us  bay. 

From  Marr  land,  by  Ot^  aod  Milford,  to  HoA- 
bnrg,  poit  office  in  Ooadiila. 
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From  BcsBlbrd,  bf  Romrill^  lo  DdU. 

Fron  Oeaoa  to  Aabarn, 

Froai  Otwcfo,  by  HiBttibil  «ad  Sieriiiif,  to 

From  WbilCiboroDfh,  along  the  now  rood  to 
the  ntt  end  of  Ooeidf  lake,  to  Candeo. 

From  BrowMville  to  Cape  TiaecoL 

Prom  Saratoga  Sprtogv,  bjr  Palmertomi  aod 
Moreaa,  to  Saodjr  Hill. 

From  CanaDdaigoa,  br  Roebeiler,  aod  tfaenea 
•long  ibe  ridge  rou,  to  Lewislowo. 

From  Owego,  bf  Speneer  eoorlpboaae,  in  Tio- 

SI  eoonty,  Dateb  sod  Johaaoo-a  aetiiemants,  to 
aibarioetowo. 

From  Genera,  bj  Pbelpi  aod  LyooB,  to  Sodas. 
From  Wetlport,  bf  Elizabeib  and  Eeeoe,  to 

From  Nawborg,  bf  Fleaaani  Tallef,  lo  New 
Polls. 

From  Baiavia,  bf  Middleborf,  to  Wanaw. 
From  Chwhen,  by  Hiolsiok  and  Amity,  lo  War- 
wiek. 

From  Qosbeo,  by  Pbilipaborg,  Middletown, 
MooDt  Hope,  Deer  Park,  and  Carpenter**  Poiot, 
to  jjKMl  office  ID  Mootagup.  in  New  Jersef . 

From  HaotiogtOD,  by  Dixhill's,  loSmubtowD. 

From  Hodson,  by  Kinderhook  Laodiog,  Cas- 
tle ton,  and  SebodacK  Landing,  to  Greenbub. 

From  Hudson  to  Lebanon. 

From  San  Harbor  to  BasthamptoD. 

bn  Nob  Jerfejr. — From  New  Branswick,  by 
Boundbrook,  Middlebrouk,  Somervillr,  White* 
House,  Hum's  Mills,  and  Bloomsbury,  to  Boston, 
io  Peontylnoia. 

From  rittttowB,  io  the  eoDotf  of  Hooterdon, 
by  Bloomsbury,  Slewariarillef  to  Harmoof ,  in  the 
oounry  of  Sussex. 

From  Jobsiown,  io  the  eouoty  of  BurUngtoo, 
to  Egypt,  in  ibe  eooniy  of  Moomootb. 

H  Pemtfy^oonto.— From  MeadTille,  bf  forks 
of  Oil  Creek,  Warren,  and  outlet  of  Cbetaogoa 
lake  to  Msyville,  in  New  York. 

Prom  Seller's  larern  to  Doylestown. 

Prom  Suiibory,  by  New  Berlin,  Union  county, 
•nd  Middleburg,  to  Lewisiown. 

From  Lewisbu^,  by  Loyal-sock  Gap,  to  Wtl- 
Uamspori. 

Prooi  BtUefont,  by  Birmingham  and  Bnrgoee 
Oap  to  Bbensburg. 

From  Dowoingslown,  by  Brandywine  Manor, 
Waynesborg,  CarnarTOO,  BpbimU,  Blizabetb, 
Cornwall,  and  Homelstown,  lo  Harrisburg. 

From  Bearertown  to  New  Lisbon,  io  Ohio. 

From  Gettysburg,  by  Oxford  and  Berwick,  to 
York. 

From  Bedford,  byJohostown  to  Indiana. 

Jit  OAio.— From  Waynesville,  by  BellebooLto 
Xenia. 

From  Hamilton,  by  Oxford,  to  Bath,  io  Praak* 
Un  county,  Indiana  Territory. 

From  Qallipolis  to  Aurora;  from  West  Union 
to  Ripley. 

From  West  Union,  by  Hillsborough  and  Wil- 
mington, to  Xenia. 

From  Sieubeoville,  bf  Balem,  HUleiaburg,  and 
Hambuig,  to  Canton. 


rnm  BnloB,  by  CnalcM,  AntiBlinra,  Wnr- 
m,  BmeeTillc,  Snaran,  Helm,  Hirua,  Muihi 
UM  Anroim,  to  Newbecrr. 

From  GaUipoli^  by  Seioia  Salt  Works,  to  Cbl> 
Ueoihe. 

From  Aitxjt  bf  Jeanp,  to  RidgeiriUt,to  ioter 
aeet  the  post  nmia  from  Cterdud  to  Odndt  ■! 
Rocky  river. 

in  hdUma  TVrrilory^-From  SraokriBc,  by 
Batb,  to  Salisbury. 

From  Talonia,  by  Brownstown,  to  If  ev  Hal* 
chex,  in  Jaeksoa  eoanty. 

From  TinecBMa  to  Bmrncma's  milk^  ia  Kan 
eoontf. 

Tbai  tbe  post  rood  from  Tincenoes  to  Sbaw- 
nestowo  pMS  through  Harmony,  ia  GOaoa 

COOBlf. 

H  JUeMie  Ttorstery:— From  Shawocaiowa, 
by  White  eoutt-hoaso  and  Bdwmrd  eowt  ho— 
to  Tioeenncs,  in  Indiana  Territorr* 

fn  Mimouri  7bm(ery.~From  St.  f  amy  by 
Poiosi  and  Lawrence  coori-boosc,  to  rt  itansni 

Prom  Si.  Charles^  by  H nrphoy'a,  in  St.  Johiu 
settlemeot,  to  Fort  Cooper  or  Howaid  (Hwrl- 
houu. 

in  Mar^aiid.-^Vtom  Trinddfriiin,  hj  Dmuu- 
ousj  to  NewmarkeL 

Prom  Hagwsiovn  toMeCouelatow^ia  Pean- 
sylraoia. 

From  Upper  Marlborougb  to  BfeQfodcB*«  taV' 
ern,  io  Prince  George's  county. 

/ft  Hmnia.— Prom  Cabin  Point,  by  J.  Bd< 
muttd's,  Baileysburg,  Urquarbart's  store,  aad  G. 
Bower's,  to  South  Uoay. 

From  Wythe  court-house,  by  Taxewelt  coart- 
hooae,  Rumelt  oonn-bouee,  Bcou  coart-4a«ac^ 
and  Lee  coo  rt-hoos^  to  Cmaberlaad  Gnm  ia  1^ 
Bailee. 

From  Brawn^  store  to  Dickenson^  *tore|  Fiaak- 

tin  couDty. 

From  Winchester,  by  Cedar  ereek,  Troal  raa, 
and  Lost  river,  to  Moorefields, 

From  Pituylraoia  eourt-house,  by  B.  Wad- 
kin's  store,  and  Island  Ford,  Smith'*  river,  te 
Rockiogbam  court-house,  in  North  Carolina. 

Prom  Wythe  court-house  to  Gilea  ooaifr 
boose. 

Prom  New  Canton  to  ColnmlHa. 

From  Atdie  to  Leesbdrg. 

Prom  Aldie  to  Battletown. 

in  ifefUiicfty.—Prom  Waahiogtoa,  bf  Mii~ 
ville,  to  Xenia,  io  Ohio. 

From  Cfdumbia  to  Green^rg. 

From  Great  CrosHngs,  by  Saodera*  miDa  aa4 
New  Frcdarieksbnrg,  to  Veny,  in  Indiaaa  Ter- 
ritory. 

From  WoaUngton,  by  Newtown,  Hnryarafat 

and  Cyntbiana,  to  GeotKotown. 

Prom  Middletown  to  Brunerstown. 

Prom  Glasgow,  by  Hartaville^  to  Lebanon,  ii 
Tenneene. 

in  Ntrth  Carotma.—Ftom  Tarborong^  by 
Staunton's  bridge,  Soowhill,  aod  Kingat*%  lo 
Duplin  court-house. 

From  Murfraesboroogb,  by  Winilaor,  w  Ply- 
mouth. 
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FromCbarloUe,  by  Harriiboif ,  Pioe  Hill,  Alex- 
ideHtf,  LaDdford,  aod  Lewiarilte,  to  Chester 
)urt-boase,  ia  Soath  Carolina. 
in  SottA  Cuvfino.— From  Cbesterfield  coart- 
luae,  by  I^awry's  milU  aod  Pickeii'a  atore,  to 
^adcBborougb,  id  North  CaroUoa. 
FromGreeoTrlie  eoart-boase  to  Spartaobtirg. 
From  Barfield's,  by  Marion  coart'hoaae,  or 
iilesboroogh,  aod  Qodfrey'a  ferry,  to  Johosoa'* 
Try,  OD  Lyacb's  creek. 

From  Con  way  borough,  by  Gallinnt^fenyjto 
[arioo  coort-hoiue. 

From  CoDwaybamigh  to  Smithfield,  in  North 
irolioa. 

From  ChtMar  eoart-honae  to  Looiavill«. 

In  Qeorgia.—Fiom  Jelbison  to  Harricane 

boals. 

From  Montgomery  coort-hooae,  by  Black* 
ore's  and  Haruio*s  to  Riceborougb. 
In  7>tt»etiee.— From  Naabrille,  by  Mnrfrees- 
•rougb,  Stone  Fort,and  Wiochesler.  in  Tennes- 
e,  Lowry's,  Van'*  Old  Plae^and  BlukbnrD*«, 

Athens,  in  Qeorflit. 

From  Lebanoii,  by  Willianabgif  and  Hilham, 

Monroe. 

From  Sparta,  by  Libtrty  and  Lebanon,  to 

isbTille. 

From  Bean's  station,  fay  StiSey's  mill,  to  Iron 
'orkf  of  Mossy  creek,  thence  lo  Daobrid«. 
From  Maryaville,  by  Morgantowa,  to  Tellico 
wk-house. 

From  Port  Royal  to  John  Hunt^  {n  Robert* 
i*s  coaoty. 

That  tbe  post  road  from  JonEsboroogb  lo  Qreen- 
le  pass  thronsb  Lee>^burfif  aod  Brownsburg. 
In  the  MiMtiMgippi  Territory.— ¥nm  Franklin 
art-house  to  Liberty,  Amity  eourt-hoote. 
Approved,  April  30, 1816. 


t  Act  to  allow  drawback  of  dnttoi  on  fpirits  dlstilM 
ind  sDgar  refined  within  tba  United  BMtea,  and  for 
fiber  paipoasa. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c^  That  a  drawback  of  sizcents 
every  gallon  of  spirits,  not  below  first  proof, 
itilled  within  the  United  States,  or  the  Terri- 
ies  thereof,  shall  be  allowed  on  all  such  spirits 
shall  be  eiporied  to  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
ler  than  tbe  domioioos  of  an^  foreign  State 
mediately  adjoining  to  tbe  United  States,  add- 
;  to  tbe  dlowanee  opoa  erery  galloo  of  saeh 
rita  ao  dlatilled  from  molauea^  foar  cenu; 
lieb  allowaoeea  shall  be  made  wtthout  dedae- 
D :  Provided,  That  tbe  qoantiiy  so  exported 
ill  amonnt  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons  at 
least,  to  entitle  ao  exporter  ihereoi  to  draw- 
:k,»oa  that  Bodrawback  shall  be  allowed  when* 
•r  any  of  tbe  aaid  spirits  aball  be  exported  oih* 
riae  thas  in  vesaels  not  leas  than  thirty  ton* 
den. 

}bo.  3.  And beitjiaiher enacted.  That,  fn  order 
•□title  the  exporter  or  exporters  to  tbe  benefit 
Irawbaek  allowed  by  this  act  on  such  apirits 
listilled,  tbe  Tessela  or  casks  containing  tbe 
le  sbatl  be  bfaaded  or  otherwbe  marked,  in 
»bla  chaiaalar^  irith  pragrcanre  aMun^ 


with  tbe  name  of  the  owner,  the  quantity  tbeteo£ 
to  be  ascertained  by  actual  gauging,  and  tbe  proof 
thereof.  Aod  the  exporter  of  such  spirits  shall, 
moreover,  prerioas  lo  putiiog  or  lading  tbe  aame 
00  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel  for  exporiaiioo, 
give  six  boors'  notice  at  \wl  to  tbe  collector  of 
tbe  customs  for  the  district  from  which  the  same 
are  about  to  be  exported  of  bis  or  ber  intention 
to  expori  tbe  same ;  and  shall  make  entry  in  writ- 
ing  of  the  particalar^  thereof,  and  of  tbe  casks  or 
Tessela  cootaioing  the  same,  and  of  their  respee- 
tire  markf,  numbers,  and  eooteots.  and  of  the 
place  or  places  where  deposited,  ana  of  tbe  pMt 
or  place  to  which,  and  ship  or  Tcaael  ia  which  tbey 
or  either  of  them  oball  be  ao  intended  to  be  ex- 
ported ;  and  the  form  of  the  said  entry  shall  ba 
as  follows :  Entry  of  domestic  spirits,  intended  to 
be  exported  by  [here  insert  the  name  or  oamea,1 
on  board  of  tbe  [insert  the  denomination  ana 
name  of  tbe  TesselJ  whereof  [insert  tbe  name  of 
the  master]  is  master,  for  [insert  tbe  port  or  plaet 
to  which  destined,]  for  tbe  benefit  of  drawback. 


MaAs. 

Nombeia. 

Casks  and  contents. 

Ganga. 

Aod  tbe  said  collector  shall,  io  writing,  direct 
tbe  surveyor  or  other  inspecting  officer  to  inspset, 
or  eanse  to  be  inspected,  the  spirits  so  notified  for 
mportation ;  aad  if  tbey  sball  be  fouod  to  corre- 
spond fully  with  the  notice  concerning  tbe  same, 
and  shall  be  so  certified  by  the  said  surveyor,  or 
other  iiuipetrting  officer,  tbe  said  collector,  toge- 
ther with  the  naral  officer,  if  any  there  be,  shall 
grant  a  permit  for  lading  the  same,  on  board  of 
the  shipor  vessel  named  in  sach  noitee  and  eatry 
as  aforesaid ;  which  lading  shall  be  performed 
under  the  superioteodenceof  the  officer  by  whom 
the  same  shall  have  been  so  inspected;  and  the 
Mid  exporter  or  exporters  shall  likewise  make 
oath  that  tbe  said  spirits,  so  notified  for  expurti^ 
tion,  aad  laden  oo  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  pre- 
vious to  the  clearance  thereof,  or  within  twenty 
days  after  such  elearanee,  are  trolf  intended  to 
be  exported  to  the  place  whereof  notice  sball  hare 
been  given,  aod  are  not  intended  to  be  relaoded 
within  theUnited  States  or  theTerritoriestfacf«e(l 

Sac  3.  And  be  it further  enacted.  That,  for  all 
distilled  spiriu  which  shall  be  exported  to  say  f<^ 
eign  port  or  jdaee,  aad  which  afaeU  be  eatitllBd  ta 
the  benefit  of  drftwback,  in  virtne  of  this  ael^  lh« 
exportw  or  ciportara  ifaall  be  entitled  to  reeaiva 
from  the  eolleelor  of  (be  customs  for  saeh  di»- 
triet  a  debenture  or  debentures,  assignable  by 
delivery  and  endoraemeat,  for  tbe  amonnt  erf  the 
drawback  to  which  such  spirits  are  entitled,  wbieh 
shall  be  received  in  payment  of  direct  uxea  nod 
iateraal  duties  in  the  collection  dtsiriot  in  whioh 
the  same  shall  be  granted  :  Provided,  o^woy^ 
That  the  coUe^r  aioresaid  majr  refuse  to  grant 
such  debentare  or  debentures,  ia  ease  it  shaU 
appear  to  him  that  any  error  has  arisen,  or  aar 
frautl  has  been  eonmiited ;  and  io  ease  of  seen 
refosal,  if  the  debeotore  or  debentores  claimed 
«n«ed  one  bandrcd  dollai^  it  abaU  be  tba 
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dWf  of  tiM  Mtd  eelleetar  to  fpitmii  Uw  ease  to 
tteComptreUerof  tb«  Tmuwy,  who  •hall  deter- 
niat  whether  raeh  debeatore  or  debeatam  shall 
fee  graatad  or  Dot.  And  pronidad  fiirtker.  That 
ia  ao  caw  of  aa  exportatioa  of  spirits  entitled  to 
4mrbaek,  in  virtae  of  this  aot,  shaU  a  debenlttra 
or  debenitires  iaeoe^  qaless  the  exporter  or  eiport- 
«H  shall,  before  the  elearaaooof  the  ship  of  veastl 
itt  wbteh  the  sfHrits  w«r«  ladea  for  tiponation, 
•ff  within  twenty  days  aAor  saeh  clearaaco,  oaake 
fluh  or  afirmaiion  that  the  said  qtiriia  notifled 
for  czportation  m  aforemid,  and  lueii  oh  hoard 
•Mh  ship  or  voMol,  aro  trol^  tateaded  to  bo  ex- 
ported 10  the  ptoee  wberoof  ootieo  shall  ban  been 
|dTe»,  aad  aro  not  iatcnded  to  be  retended  within 
wc  Uaited  Btatca ;  and  shall  nereorer  ghre  boad, 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satiifiteticw  of 
the  oolleetor^  ia  a  ram  equal  todoahle  tbcamoaat 
*f  the  sum  for  which  such  exporter  nay  be 
iled  to  claim  a  debentare,  caoditiooed  that  tbc 
aaid  spirlis,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  not  be  ro> 
landed  ia  any  port  or  plaee  within  the  Unit*  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  exporter  or  export' 
crs  shall  produce,  within  the  time  limited,  the 
proof  and  eerufieaies  required,  of  the  said  spirits 
MTiBfb«en  delivered  without  the  limits  aforesaid. 

QacA^AtidbeiiJitrtJurenacUdi  That  the  said 
boBd  shjil  be  drawn,  as  near  as  uujr  be,  io  the 
SKMO  form,  and  najr  be  discharged  in  the  same 
noiiMr,  aa  are,  or  mar  be  preaeribad  by  kw  ta 
niatiot  to  eues  wbere  drawbaek  is  allowed  on 
llio  exportatioa  of  merehandise  imported  into  tlw 
Unii«'d  Brates,  and  the  like  penalties  aball  be  io- 
oorrcd,  and  proceediMs  had,  whether  io  regard  to 
tiffiecn  of  the  (Joited  Swtes  or  other  persons,  and 
tbe  same  fees  be  attowed  ia  cases  lelatire  to  draw- 
back on  domestic  distilled  spirilS)  as  io  eases  lal- 
•live  to  drawbaek  on  foreign  spirits  ;  and  the  form 
of  tbe  said  bond,  and  of  the  other  doeunoots. 
oaths,  and  afirmatioiuL  not  hereia  inserlad,  shall 
be  prescribed  by  tbe  Treasury  Department. 

Bac.  6.  And  bt  ttjurihtrmmtttd,  That  in  all 
oases  in  which  drawback  shall  be  elalmed  for 
apirit*  made  oat  of  mslasset,  an  oath  or  affirma-. 
Uoa  abaU  be  made  by  two  reputable  peraoas  oae 
of  whom  shall  not  be  the  exporter,  that,  aeoonling 
to  tbeir  btlie£^  tbe  said  apiriis  were  disttUod  from 
■lulamri  of  forelgo  prodaotionj  wbieb  ontb  or 
afirmation,  in  case  tht  ooUeMor^  Ae  customs 
abalt  not  be  saiiaaed  tfaeiowith,  ahaH  besupporl«l 
bf  the  corUecatc  of  a  repntehle  distiller  to  the 
aame  effect 

Bto.  6.  AndbeitJitrtJm-maetedf  Tbatinaddi* 
tioa  ut  tbe  daty  at  present  authorized  to  bedrawn 
back  oa  sogar  reined  wiifaia  tbe  United  States, 
and  exported  tbeteCrom,  there  may  faereaflor  be 
drawn  hack  on  such  reiSoed  sugar,  when  made 
Mt  of  sugar  imported  into  tbe  United  Sutes,  the 
foriher  sum  of  four  cents  pw  pound  without  de- 
daetien,  wbieh  shall  be  allowed  under  tbe  tame 
pruriaions  with  the  duty  now  permitted  to  be 
dnwn  back;  and  farlbormore,  on  the  express 
toadttion  that  tbe  pcnoa  exporting  ihesame  shall 
awear,  or  affirm  thai  the  samc^  according  uf  his 
bel*e^  waa  made  out  of  aimr  imperted  from  a 
MRign  port  or^daeo  i  wbieb  ckik  or  ««'phhIw, 


in  ease  th«  oetiectw  of  tbo  caslOMm  akidl  an  be 
■atisfted  therewith,  shall  bo  aoppoitod  hf  tktm- 
tifieate  of  a  reputable  refiner  of  sugar  totbesMi 
effect,  and  that  the  drawbaek  on  reflaod  sage 
heret^ore  imported,  be  allowed,  satneel  to  tbs 
regulations  applicable  to  tbo  drawbar  ti  dMtei 
on  other  imported  articles. 

8no.7.  AndheU/nrtJutaiMtei,  That  if  any 
prtneipal  orassistaai  ceUeetorof  tboiBtacadiev 
eoue,  or  collector  of  the  eaatoms,  or  other  t^tm, 
shall  oegleet  to  perform  tbe  duties  enjoiaad  ap« 
him  by  ibis  act,  he  shall,  on  eearienoa  tkenaC 
foricit  aad  pay  a  sam  ao«  len  Kmi  oae  httadMd 
dollars,  nor  more  than  fire  hundred  dollars. 

8B0.8.  AndhtitnarOierMaati,  Tbai  iham 
of  two  bandred  and  fiAy  thousand  Matt  fce^  mi 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  pud  out  ef 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  sa- 
propriated,  to  be  applied  hj  the  Seereurf  of  tM 
Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  tbe  Presideat  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  hire,  porehas^  or  baiW- 
ittgofeustom-hooses,  ware  boose8,and  storey  for 
the  purposes  of  collectiogand  securing  the  renaoa 
at  sach  places,  and  ia  such  manner  to  be  shall 
deem  most  expedienu— Approved,  April  90^  IBlt. 

An  Act  making  forther  sffrapriatlMis  6r  the  jsar  OBI 
tboDSUid  eight  bondnd  snd  HzCaen. 

Be  a  enacted,  fc,  That  the  sum  of  two  theo- 
sand  dollars  be,  and  tbe  same  is  heteby,appr»pri- 
ated  for  compensation  to  the  commtsalonet- ap- 
pointed under  an  act,  entitled  'An  ant  to  anthor- 
iz«  tbe  payment  for  property  lost,  eapturad,  oi 
destroyed  or  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  fut- 
poaei"  and  the  further  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars for  compensation  to  the  clerk,  authorized  by 
the  act  aforesaid ;  for  tbe  expense  incurred  by  tbe 
board  of  iMmmiisioners  appointed  under  the  act 
pfoyidiag  fee  (bo  ioderaaiioatiooof  aertuaolftW 
aflU  of  pobUe  laada  in  lb*  Mieaiasbm  Tcwliary, 
seTcn  hundred  dollars}  and  for  ajilriaaat 
pensntion  to  tbe  eommiastonois  aforeaaid(  aarf 
their  secretary,  four  thousand  dollars ;  aad  ftr 
ezpeases  of  engravioft  printing,  and  preparti| 
certificates  issued,  ano  to  be  issued,  br  tbe  coo* 
missioners,  three  thousand  dollars;  foruieezpeBM 
for  clerks  employed  by  tbe  Board  of  Narf  Cow* 
missioners  screo  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  ^ 
dition  to  the  former  appropriatioD ;  for  tbe  mf- 
ment  of  pensions,  an  additional  sum  of  one  bet- 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  and  for  tbe pay- 
ment of  a  clerk  in  the  secretary's  efficsof  tbe 
Mississippi  Territory,  employed  by  the  QoTemat 
of  that  Territorf  from  the  first  of  April  to  tbt 
first  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad 
fifteen,  two  hundred  dollars ;  to  be  paid  oat  of 
an^  mooey  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwtae  aiivro* 
priated.— ApproTed,  April  30, 1816. 

ResoIotieBs  directing  •  oofj  of  tbe  demments  paiM 
by  a  icMtlrs  of  CmigiMi^  af  the  87lfa  of  Oveombc^ 
'  1818,  to  be  tiaqnaiitted  to  each  of  the  indgea  of 
Snpienks  CeuL 

Mmahed,4at  TJMilofihet««lM»badeoplM 
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pom  Attk  of  CMgtm,- 


ihe  docameats  ordered  to  be  printed  by  a  re- 
re  the  Beoate  and  Honse  of  Hepreseirta* 
n  of  tbe  ttreDty-seTvDth  of  Deceiliber:  one 
nsaod  eight  bnndredaiid  tbiriecD,  tbe  Secre- 
r  of  State  be,  and  he  it  hereby,  authorized  to 
e  one  copy  for  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Sa- 
me Court  of  the  Unitetl  Btatea,  to  be  traos- 
:ted  to  iftidjDdgeS}  aceordhig  to  the  proTbioo 
he  tot  of  CfoDgtess  of  the  eiffhteenth  ct  April, 
!  thoaaaad  eisEt  handteit  and  fomteni. 
LpproTed,  February  6, 1816. 

idatfo&^tv  iiidainiUy  Am  wrirtfaa  it  OaAmtHu.* 
John  Rodgen> 

ieulved,  f  c,  That  ander  tbe  p»tuli*rtilin!nn- 
iees  of  the  cas^  of  an  appeal  takea  by  Cotti- 
lore  John  Ilodger8,ffOm  a  decree  of  the  Uaited 
tea  eirenit  coort  for  tbe  distriet  hftMaelm- 
a,  affirmiDf  that  of  the  distriet  eonrt  fbr  tbe 
I  district,  to  the  Supreme  Coortoftbe  United 
tea,  in  tbe  case  wherein  John  Donoel  of  Btet- 
ore  was  libellant,  and  tbe  said  John  Rodnrs 
Jobs  Smitb  were  reepoDdenls,  the  Uotted 
tea  will  indemoify  and  save  harmtess  any 
ion  who  may  become  sureties  for  tbe  said  John 
Jgers,  in  a  bond  to  respond  the  Goal  judgment 
be  Supreme  Court  on  tbe  said  appeal :  Pro- 
id,  That  this  ioierposiiion  on  the  part  of  tbe 
ted  States  shall  not  be  considered  as  larolring 
D  in  any  other  engagement  or  respoDsibility. 
1  10  indemnify  and  sare  harmless  tbe  saia 
'ties  from  ercDtaal  losa,  on  aeeooni  aS  such 
ttysbip. 

.pprored,  February  15, 1816. 

dntion.  reattesting  the  President  to  present  mad- 
I  to  Captaia  Stewirt  and  the  offiears  of  tbe  frigate 
>iutitntioD. 

esohed,  <f  c,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni' 
Slates  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  requested  to  pre- 
to  CaptaiD  Charles  Stewart,  of  tbe  frigate 
ititution,  a  gold  medal,  with  suitable  em- 
is  and  derices,  and  a  silver  medal,  with  suit- 
emblema  and  devices^  to  each  commissioned 
tr  of  the  acid  frigate,  m  testimony  of  the  high 
}  eotertaioed  by  Congress  of  the  gallantry, 
condaet,  and  services  of  Captain  Stewart, 
ffieera  ana  crew,  in  tbe  eapwre  of  tbe  Brit- 
rcasels  of  war,  the  Cyane  and  tbe  Levant, 
a  brare  and  skilful  combat. 
;>prored,  February  S2, 1816. 

intton,  roqueatinr  tbe  Fresidwt  to  present  medals 
Captain  Jamas  Biddia,  and  the  effioeia  of  the 
»p-of-wsur  Hornet. 

t»olved,  fc,  That  the  President  of  tbe  United 
M  be,  and  he  is  ta  hereby,  requested  to  present 
iptaio  Jaa.  Biddle^  of  tbealoop-of-war  Hornet, 
d  medal,  wlihsoitable  emUems  and  deTiees. 
a  ailrer  medal,  with  snitable  emblems  and 
ica,  to  each  commissiooed  officer  of  tbe  said 
I  of-war,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  cn- 
ioed  by  Congress  of  the  gallantry,  good  con- 
aad  atrrieea  of  Captain  Biddlc^  hit  offietn 


and  crew,  in  captnriBg  tbe  British  sloop-of^ww 
Penguin,  afker  a  wan  and  akilfiU  conbM. 
Apprarcd,  FelwnaiT  St,  1816^ 


Resolatira.  tat  printing  Ae  bnra  lahtiva  to  nMaiaii 

iMion. 

JUmlved,  fc.  That  the  Secretary  of  Sute  be 
aotborixed  and  directed  to  eauae  to  be  prioteA 
Cm  Uiawaftd  copies  of  tht  law*  nirw  m  foiM  wt 
tbe  snbjcct  of  nataraUsatioa.  And,  of  the  copies 
wbiah  may  he  so  provided,  two  aull  be  sent  to 
each  marshal  of  a  judicial  district  of  the  United 
States,  two  to  the  clerk  or  protbonoiary  for  eieh 
court  of  the  United  States,  or  of  a  particnlat 
State,  which  may,  by  law.  admit  pe raoos  to  hi 
naturalized,  and  two  to  each  collector  of  tbe  ea<- 
toms,  Tbe  remaining  copies,  aher  reserving 
such  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
deem  proper  for  tbe  Use  of  the  BxecntiTe  depart^ 
ments,  aball  be  placed  in  tbe  Library  of  Coogrcas. 

Approved,  A^ll  16, 1816. 


Basolution,  requiring  the  Saeretaay  of  Stale  to  OMinrflo 
and  print,  once  in  everr  two  yean,  a  ragialar  m  all 
officers  and  sgenu,  dni,  military,  and  naval,  in  the 
•errice  of  tbe  United  States. 

/Feso{e«2,  That,  once  in  two  years,  a  regt^ 
ter,  contaioiug  correct  lists  of  all  the  officers  and 
agents,  civil,  military,  and  naval,  in  the  service  of 
tbe  United  States,  made  op  to  the  last  day  of  Sep* 
tember  of  each  year  in  which  a  new  Congress  is 
to  assemble,  be  compiled  and  printed  ander  tbe 
direction  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
State.  And  to  enable  him  to  form  such  register, 
he,  for  his  own  department,  and  tbe  beads  of  tho 
other  departments,  respectively,  shall,  in  due  timcL 
cause  such  lists  as  aforesaid,  of  all  officers  and 
agents,  in  their  respective  departments,  including 
clerks,  cadets,  and  midshipmen,  to  be  made  and 
lodged  in  the  <^ee  of  tbe  Department  of  State. 
And  tbe  said  lists,  shall  exhibit  Ihe  amouat 
compensation,  pay,  and  aroolamcnts  allowed  to 
each  officer,  agent,  der^  cadrt,  and  midsbipmaii. 
tbe  State  oi  county  in  which  ha  was  boca,  ana 
where  employed. 

3.  Reaolvea,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Nav/ 
subjoin  to  the  Itst  of  the  persons  employed  in  hn 
department,  the  oamea,  force,  and  condition  of  all 
the  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  United 
Slates,  and  when  and  where  built. 

3.  Retolved,  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
said  register  be  printed ;  and  that  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January  in  each  year,  when  a  new 
Congtess  shall  be  assembled,  there  be  delivered  to 
the  President,  the  Vice  President,  each  head  of  a 
department,  each  member  of  the  Senate  and 
House  uf  Representatives  of  tbe  United  Statei^ 
one  copy  of  aoeh  rwister ;  and  to  the  Seeretary 
of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  uf  Repra- 
sentatives,  each,  ten  copies,  for  the  use  of  the 
mctive  booses ;  that  twenty-Sre  copies  shall  ba 
deposited  in  the  Libnry  of  the  United  Sutes,  at 
the  Scat  of  Oovernmeat,  to  he  osed  like  other 
bookf  in  that  libraryt  «Bd  that  tha  reaidw  of  th« 
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«ud  eopie*  be  dwpoted  of  ia  saeb  maaner  u  Coo* 
(ren  shall  from  lime  to  time  direct. 

4.  Retolved,  Tbst,  for  the  ioformalioo  of  the 
pneeai  CoDcresi,  tuch  register  as  aforesaid  be 
prepared  aod  distribnted  as  aToretaid,  on  the  first 
ny  of  its  next  msbwd. 

Approf  ad,  April  27, 1816. 

A  laaolatloii  ralaliTe  to  thenwreeflsetoal  eeyectiiiurf 
ths  pablic  rev  en  a*. 

Retolved,  fc^  That  the  Seeretarjr  of  the  Trea- 
sarjr  be,  and  be  hereby  is,  required  aod  directed 
to  adopt  inch  measares  as  be  may  deem  oecessary 
to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts, 
or  sams  of  mooey,  accraing  or  becomios  pajrabte 
to  tbe  Uoited  State*,  to  be  collected  aod  paid  io 
the  1^1  cnrreacy  of  the  Uoited  Suies,  or  Trea- 
SDry  DOtea,  or  oetes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  as  by  law  prof  ided  aod  declared,  or  io  notes 
of  banks  whieh  are  payable  aod  paid  oo  demand 
ift  (ha  said  legal  earrency  of  the  United  States, 


aikd  that  from  and  after  tbe  twentieth  daf  o(  Feb- 
ruary next,  DO  sach  dutie^  uxes,  debu,  ornatt 
of  raooey  aecrubg  or  becoming  payable  to  iW 
Uoited  Slates  at  aforesaid,  ought  lo  tie  eollect<4 
orreeeired  otherwise  tbao  io  the  legal  carreney 
of  the  United  Slates,  or  Treasury  ooles,  or  D<Hei 
of  the  Bank  of  tbe  Uoited  Slates,  or  ia  notes  of 
baobi  which  arc  payable  aad  paid  oo  demand  in 
the  said  legal  currency  of  tbe  ITaited  Staler 
Approved,  April  30, 1816.  — 

Rcsohition,  aatbarisuif  Um  Presideat  of  ^  Uaitii 
Btatas  to  onpkj  a  akiUU  asriahit  is  tha  eaqiif 
eosinafln. 

Resolved,  fc^  That  the  Preaideot  of  the  Uat- 
ted  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anthonzed  tofia- 
ploy,  in  addition  to  the  corps  of  eDgineers  as  dqw 
established,  a  skilfal  assistant^  whose  eompeoB' 
lion  shall  be  such  as'  tbe  Preatdeat  of  the  Uaiud 
Sutes  shall  think  proper,  not  exceeding  the  tSr 
lowanee  to  the  chief  officer  of  that  corps. 

Approted,  April  30, 1816. 
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TO  THB  PROCBBDINOS  AND  DEBATES  OF  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OP 
THE  FOURTEENTH  CONGRESS^SENATS. 


A.  Pig«. 
Abbott,  William      and  otbvn,  Mr.  OoMsbo- 

roQgh  pretented  -  Uie  pelitiou  of,  referred  808 
AbolidoQ  of  SlaveiT,  Mr.  Roberts  preneated  the 
memorial  of  the  Atnericin  Convention 
for  promoting  the,  read  and  referred  to  a 
■elect  comniittee  ■      ■      .      .      .  U7 
the  committee  diichtrgedfrom  consideratinn 

of  the  Bubject  936 

Aeeommodalion  of  the  two  Huueen,  Mr.  Daggett 
■nboitted  a  jmnt  reiolation  to  adjoanit 
far  •  epedficd  timc^  for  the  porpoae  of 
dlowing  alterationi  tn  be  made  ia  the 
Senate  Chamtier  and  Hall    .      -      .  38 
poatponed  to  the  third  of  Jannarj     .      .  SO 
AecoanlabtUtj  of  Public  Eipendiiaree,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Macon,  the  tlecrrteriea  of  the 
peveral  Departments  were  directed  to  re- 
port, in  the  drat  week  of  the  next  •eaeioo, 
a  plan  to  inaore  the  annaal  statement  of 
the  puMie  account*,  and  a  mure  certain  831 
Aecoanteor  BzMnditare8,oo  th«  building  occu- 
pied bj  CoDgreaa,  prcaented  hj  Mr.  La- 
bock   841 

AdjoumaseDt  of  the  two  Hoiiaea,  a  meaaage 
from  the  Houae  of  Kepresentalivea  that 
the;  have  pasfeU  a  reeotution  for  the,  on 
the  SOth  April,  inatent  -  S2l 
read  the  first  time    -      .      .      .      .  8S3 

reed  a  aacond  time  •  996 
fiirther  oHiaidcralioo  postponed        •      -  883 
the  day  changed  lo  S7th  April  .      .      -  847 
■g^n  cbaogad  to  the  lat  daj  of  May  -      -  846 
Anally  altend  lo  8d  April        -      •      -  8116 
uaual  interchange  of  meaaagea  (neparalory 
to        .......  3Ta 

Aldin,  Uoratioy  dc  Co.,  Mr.  DaggeU  praaaDtad 

lha  petition  of,  referred  -      ...  134 
the  committee  discha^ed  -      .      .      .  884 
Mguiam  Vcaaela, «  IhH  fnuB  the  Hou*  of  Rap- 
naaotatttaa  diatribating  a  aaiu  of  money 
Mnoag  tha  eapton  of  the  rartofad,  laad  811 
nad  a  aacond  tine,  and  referred       -      ■  814 
reported  witboot  amendmeat   -      -      >  SS8 
oruered  to  a  third  reading  •      •  .   -      -  860 
road  a  third  time,  and  paaaed   -  863 
AUon,  Thomas  I.,  Mr.  Brown  preaentad  tha  pe- 
tition of^  referred  to  the  Naval  Uommittoa  34 
Attenti'HM    tho  War  and  Navy  Departmental 
»  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Bepreaentativoa 
mpplementary  to  the  act  making,  read 
throe  timaa,  and  paaaed        ...  367 
American  8eamen,  Mr.  Sanfonl  sabmitted  a  re- 
eolation  respecting  the  eooftnemeat  of 
American  navigation  to        •      -      -  88 
Mr.  Sanford  withdrew  his  reaolatioa       -  80 

14tb  Con.  l8t'SE»8.^1 
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Andeiaott,  R«t.  Joatph*  Mr.  Ruggleo  presented 

the  petition  o^  referrad  •      -      -      •  St 
a  bill  for  the  reKef  of,  road       ...  Si 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading       ......  33 

read  a  third  time,  and  paeeed  -      *  34 

Applieation  of  Moneys,  Ac,  a  report  from  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the       •      -  SO 
aame  from  the  Secretary  of  War      -      -  88 
Mr.  Dana  adbmitted  a  reaolotion  for  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  ftartbar  proviaion  en  Uie  aal^oet 

of  the  170 

reairiation  agreed  (o,  and  a  ctHumittee  ap- 
pointed  171 

Appropriating  two  tboucand  five  hundred  dol- 
lar*»  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Represen- 
tatives for  the  purpose  therein  mention- 
ed, read       ......  888 

read  a  eecond  time  -      ...      -  840 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  801 

read  a  third  time,  and  kat   t,  -      •      -  883 
Argna,  United  8ui«a  br^,  a  bill  to  reward  the 

oflSceraandcrawofthe,-raad        •      -  46 
read  a  second  time    •  ...  46 

indefinitely  poatponed      ....  isO 

Annorlee,  a  bill  to  increase  the  compeneatton  of 
the  Boperintendenta  of  the,  at  Spriagflrid 
and  Harper's  Ferry,  read      •      .      .  378 
read  a  aaeond  time   .....  381 

wdered  to  a  third  reading       ...  3M 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed   -  888 
Anna  and  Military  Elqnipmenta  for  Militia,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  Seeretaiy  of 
War  was  directed  to  lay  before  tha  Stn- 
ate  a  atalemant  of  tha  soma  eipendad  for 
the  purchase  or  maoufiictare  of    .      -  370 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  oam- 
diance  therewith  .      .      -      .     -  801 
Anna,  uapnaaad.  Ae^  Mr.  CampboU  commaai* 
eaied  the  inatrnotioDa  of  tko  LagMalaie 
of  Tenneaaee  lo  their  lepiaaelalivaa  im 
relation  to     -      •  -      -      -  184 

Amy  and  Militia,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Rep- 
reaentative*  making  appropruttioM  to  de- 
fray the  eiptnaaa  of  the,  durtag  the  lata 
war,  read  twice  and  ralteied  -      -      ■  SO 
reported  with  ameadnMaM,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading     -      -      -      •      -  38 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad  aa  amended  •  37 
ArUclea  manufactured  withu  the  United  Slalaa. 
a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Re^eoanlatiTCa 
to  repeal  the  dutiea  on  certain,  read      r  108 
read  aaecond  time,  and  refernd       -      -  107 
raporied  wiihont  aBMBdmaat    -      -      -  US 
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ordered  to  a  third  resdiog  -  141 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  143 
Awiatanti  to  tb«  Srrgrant-at-Armi  and  Door- 
keeper, a  resolution  fixing  the  paj  or  the, 

read  thne  times,  and  paned  -      .      .  869 
Avdnin.  P«ter,  a  bill  ftom  the  Hoosa  of  Bepro- 

■entatives  for  the  relief  of^  read      -      -  906 

iMd  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  309 
nportod  with  amendmedti,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading   864 

ttad  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  363 

B. 

Babbitt,  Jacob,  Mr.  Hunter  pveeented  the  peti* 

tioD  of,  referred    •      •      -      -      .  16 

a  bill  for  the  relief  oi;  and  John  Daaaii^  read  184 

lead  a  second  time   ■      -      -      -      -  |S7 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      ■      .      -  148 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      -  -161 
Baltimore  and  Massachusetts  BiUe  Societies,  a 

biU  for  reliefer  read     -      -      -  -SIS 

read  a  second  time   -      ■      ■      .      -  SS7 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  230 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  S36 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Mr.  Campbell  presented 

the  petition  of  the,  referred  •  •  -  31 
Butk  of  the  United  Stetee,  a  bill  from  the  Hoosa 

of  RqireaentativeetoiDcoq>oratetbe»i«ad  S04 

lead  a  second  time,  and  remred       -      •  SOS 

,     reported  without  amendment    -      .      .  S31 

~  debate  on  the  bill   S36 

amendntfnts  proposed      ....  S40 

GODsideration  of  the  amendments  361,  S68,  S&6, 

S67 

debate  on  the  bill  as  amended  -  -  .  368 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered,  at 

amended,  to  be  inrtnted  •      -      -      -  374 

again  considered             -      -      -      -  376 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •-  381 
Bank  Notes,  dtc,  a  bill  fnm  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, continuing  in  force  certain 

aois  laying  duties  on,  read     ...  94 

read  a  second  time,  snd  reforml      -      -  96 

repMted  without  ameadment    -      -      •  99 

wdered  to  a  diiid  nading  •            •      •  101 

read  a  third  time,'and  paaied  -  -  -  10> 
Bwboar,  Janes,  q(  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

bia  seat   9 

^Mch  o(  on  the  Gmveotion  with  Great 

Britain   46 

remarks  of,  on  peatpoaing  the  bill  relstive 

'  to  mtlitsiy  services        -      -      .      -  311 
speech  of,  en  a  proposed  amendment  of  the 

CoBstitation   3ia 

apeeeh  of,  in  rapljr  to  Mr.  King  -  .    -      -  317 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Laeock's  resoliith»      •  SS6 

speech  of,  on  the  Doited  Btatae  Bank  bill  .  341 
Barry,  William  T.,'of  Kentucky,  appeared  and 

took  hia  seat  •  -  e  .  .  .34 
Bony,  Edward,  and  George  Hodge,  Mr.  Roberts 

present^  the  petition  of,  referred  -      •  33 

a  bill  for  relief     read      ....  93 

read  a  aeeond  time   -      •      -      •      -  96 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •      -      .      .  9% 

lead  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  101 
Bate,  John,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  petitioa  of, 

referred  39 
Balee,  Frederick.  (See  C^w^M;  mUim,  4ft) 


V 

B^Iy,  Mouo^oy,  Sergeant-aUAnnf,  &c,  Hi. 
Laooek  submitted  a  resolutioii  anthom- 
ing,  to  employ  gn  aanstant,  du^  leail    -  II 
read  a  second  and  third  lime,  and  puKd  '  II 
BajOB  St.  John,  a  bill  to  estabUsh  a  pent  sf 

Uverr  at,  read      -      -      •     •    ■  IN 
read  a  second  time   -  .     .    .  M 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .    •  10 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -     •    .  tt 
returned  from  the  House  of  Baptaswrtilim 
with  amendments  .... 
wliich  were  considered  and  coocstrad  ii  - 
Bibb»  W.  W.,  of  Georgia,  appeared  and  tsrt  hii 

seat     -  -  

remarks  o(  00  the  CompensatioB  bfll  • 
remarks  of,  on  a  resc^uUon  to  aawod  llw 

Constitution   

speech  of,  on  the  United  SlaJet  Bank  bill  • 
BiUe  Society  of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Robcrti  pn- 
senttwl  the  memorial  of  the,  refened  • 
an  adverse  report  thereon  - 
the  report  concurred  in     -     -     •  - 
of  Massadiosetts,  Mr.  Oon  pimanlid  de 
petition  of  the,  refened  *  ■ 

(See  Baaimore  and  MamtiutiltiBi- 
bkSoeiake.) 
Biddle,  Captain  Jamee,  a  lesohAiu  inm  Ihi 
Hoose  of  RepreaenUlives.  reqwtiflr  lb 
President  of  the  United  StatoftorMHt 
medals  to,  and  his  officers    *    '    '  « 
the  resolution  was  read  ''**'!! 

read  a  second  time  

ordered  to  a  third  reading      •     '  ,f 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiwed  notsiatoailr  >« 
Biasell.  Abet,  and  olhen,  Mr.  DsggeU  ftmaui 

the  petition  of,  referred  •     .     •    ■  >> 
BoUevin,Niefaolas.  Mr.  TalboteaUedoplbiF*- 

tion  of,  referred     -      -  '    '  ii 

an  adverse  report  read      -  '    '  11 

report  concurred  in  -      -      "     *    '  2 
the  committee  disdisrged  •      -     .    -  " 
Bounty  Lands,  Mr.  Morrow  submitted  a  reMlft- 

tioR  coDceming    -      -      -     *    *  «i 
the  reaolution  agreed  to    •      *     *  , 
a  Meaaage  fkom  t^  PrestdsBt  of  ths  UaiM 
8utM»  eoaceming  the  nnfitasst  o""*  . 
Michigan  lands  for,  referred  -     -    -  ' 
a  bill  to  BscerUin  and  establiith  the  «eiteifl 
boundary  of  the  UttA  reserred  ibr,  ^  ^ 

««»l  '  Sj 

read  a  second  time   -      -      -     '    '  ^1 
indefinitely  postponed      -      •     -  * 
Bowen,  Benjamin,  and  other  measeogMi  ^ 

petition  of,  for  increase  of  eomftauAi'f  ^ 
was  presented,  and  reforred  -     -    *  ^ 
the  committee  dlseharged  -  '  ' 

Boyle,  ThomasH.,  a  bUlf^tbeHeBseofiV*  ^ 
reaentatives  for  relief  of,  read  '  ^ 

rrad  a  second  time,  and  referred     •     '  ^ 
reported  without  amendment    •     •  ' 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      '     *     '  ji 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Brice'e  Selection  of  Commereisl  Lawi,  on 
tion  of  Mr.  King,  the  Secietoiy  «f  * 
Seaale  was  order^  to  proeere 
piM  of .      -      .      -      -  VjJ 
Brigga,  Isaac,  Mr.  WeUs  praseated  thep>tili« 
o(  nftired 
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Briggs,  Ibkao — conliQQed.  Page. 
A  bitt  :for  raliaf     md     .      .      .      .  S69 
nad  ■  ncond  tima  •      -      .      -      .  SS4 
indtifinitelj  ptM^med      ...      -  334 
Brigbao),  Elijah,  •  neMiga  from  the  Houae  of 
Rcprewoutivm,  anDooooiog  tbe  tloath  o( 
late  a  RepmeataliTefroni  Maasadnuetta; 
tb«  D»al  reaoludoD  waa  paaaad     -      -  196 
Brown,  Mr.,  ramarka  of,  on  iho  bill  rriattog  to 

militai;  aerricea   -      -      -      .  •211 
BanMatoa,  laaae,  and  othera,  Mr.  OddabofMgh 

praaantad  th«  petltini  of,  referred  -      -  48 
the  petition  of.  referred     ....  43 
Banell,  Jamea  and  otbeia,  Mr.  Httftter  pieaeBted 

tbe  petition  of,  referred  -      -      -      •  38 
Buinecv,  en  motion  of  Mr.  Laeock,  a  eenmit- 
teo  waa  appointed  ander  the  4M  rale,  fer 
condnctiBg  -  -      -      .      -  11 

•a  meUon  of  Mr.  Fromenttn,  tbe  aame  wai 
done  under  the  32d  rule      •      •  - 
a  reaolution  from  the  Home  of  RepreeenU- 
tivaa  appoioting  a  ooamtttcel  to  inqaire 
what,  it  is  Deeeaaarjto  attend  to,  re«t   -  21S 
read  a  aecoad  time   -      -      .      -      ,  S37 
read  a  third  tine,  paaaed,  and  committee 

appointed  230 

a  reeoluUon  from  the  House  of  Repmeirta- 
tirca  appoioting  a  committee  to  ioqaire 
into  the  axpedieoc;  of  altering  the  mode 
of  tranaacting  tbc^  of  Cvngreoa.  read  three 
times,  agreed  to,  and  committee  appMoted  378 
report  of  the  jcrint  eoamktee  on  tbe  laat  re- 

■olation,  read       .....  801 
read  aeeeond  time   -      -      .      .      .  304 
indefinitelj  poitponed      ....  339 
Batler,  Pan]  D.,  a  bill  from  tbe  Hotue  of  Repre- 

aentatiTea  for  relief  of.  read  -  -  .  305 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred  •  -  309 
repented  with  an  amendment  .  •  .813 
oiderad  to  a  third  reading  ...  346 
load  a  third  tiaie,  and  paaaed  u  amended  .  863 

C. 

Caldwell,  John.  (See  Sloa,  Thomat.) 

CaiD|i*  John  O.,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Bepra- 

aentativea  for  relief  o(  read  -  -  •  89 
nad  a  aecond  time,  and  lefemd  •  •  91 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordend 

to  a  third  reading  -      -      -      .  •     .  96 
read  a  third  lime,  and  pawed    ...  99 
Campbell,  George  W.,  of  TenDeaaee,  a[^>eared 

and  took  bis  aeat  .....  g 
apeech  of,  on  tbe  bill  concerning  the  coo- 

Tontion  with  Great  Britain   .      -      •  79 
nmadu  of,  on  the  Compeneatioo  Inll       •  86 
nmarka  og  on  the  United  Statea  Bank  bill  386 
Canadian  Voluoteera,  a  lull  from  (he  Hoose  of 
KeprewntatiTea  granting  boontiee  in  land 
and  extra  pay  to  certain,  read        -      •  146 
read  a  180000  time,  and  referred       -      -  146 
reported  without  amendment    -      -  •161 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        •  -  163 

nad  a  thifd  time,  and  paated  -  166 

a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  RepreaentatiTcai 

auppUmentarj  to  the  laat,  raad  -  -  881 
Mad  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  318 

reported  without  amendment    ...  335 
read  a  third  time,  and  paatcd    -      -      -  349 
Cannon,  John  and  othen,  Mr.  Taylor  preaented 

the  petition  o(  sabznd  •      ...  41 


Pago. 

Carroll,  Daniel  and  others,  Mr.  Daggett  pre. 

•ented  the  petition  of,  referred      -      .  t&O 
Carter,  Landon.   (See  Hebinger,  George.) 
Carter,  Alfred  M.,  Mr.  Wella  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  r^med  [ip 

an  adveree  report  thereon  ....  104 
petition  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  187 
^ee,  as  abore,  ^dinger,  George.) 
Caton,  Richard  and  others,  Mr.  Robwta  pre- 

aented  the  memorial  of,  referred  97 
the  committee  discharged        ...  384 
Cbace,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation 

bUI  187, 200,  90S 

Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Waahiogton, 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  preaented  the  pe* 
tition  of  tbe  president,  dec,  of  th^  VJ' 
ing  an  act  of  incorporation,  refened      -  Itf 
the  committee  discharged  .      ...  304 
Chaplains,  the  usual  resolution  for  the  appmnt- 

ment  of  two.  read        -      -      -      -  11 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  paaaed  .  18 
a  bill  fixing  the  compensation  o^  read      •  881 
road  a  second  time   .....  368 
iead  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  88^ 
Cherokee  Indians,  a  message  from  the  Preudent 
of  the  United  Stales  tranamitting  copies 
of  a  convention  with  the,  read      -      .  824 
a  hill  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaeatatives  to 
carr;  into  effect  tbe  conventioa  with  the, 

read  868 

read  a  aecond  and  third  time,  and  passed  .  887 
Cbeaapeake  Bay,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  waa  directed  to 
eommanicata  wbatataps  have  been  taken 
to  aacertain  the  most  oonTenientharborin 
tbe  waters  of  the  27 
report  of  said  officer  in  obedience     -      •  M 
Cbeaapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  a  bill  to  au> 

thorixe  subscription  to  tho,  read     -  .111 
indefinitely  postponed      ....  998 
Chittenden,  James.   (See  Diskiron,  Henry*) 
Clay,  Heniy,  a  message  from  tbe  House  of  Rep* 
reaentatiTea  announcing  the  election  w, 
as  Speaker  -      .....  |S 
Clerks,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa* 
uiy,  with  a  autement  of  the  earns  paid  to 
the,  in  his  Department  89 
a  similar  report  and  statement  from  the  Post- 
master General    -      ....  41 
ditto  from  the  War  Department        •      •  807 
CliAbrd,  Thomae  and  John,  and  others,  a  bill 
firom  the  Hmtse  of  Representatives  Sat  re- 
lief o^  read   88 

read  a  second  lime,  and  referred  84 
reported  without  amendment    -  284 
the  third  reading  n^tired      -  308 
Coast  Surveys,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolntioa 

on  the  subject  of  -      -  -      -  SSI 

rescdotion  agreed  to  -      -      -  -  240 

Cofiee,  John  and  ethers,  Mr.  Ruggles  preeented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....  887 
Coffin,  David  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  Bonso 

ofRepreseotatives  fer  relief  of  •  .  828 
read  a  first  time  .....  880 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  888 
reputed  with  an  amendment  ...  838 
ordned  to  a  tiiird  reading  ...  868 
road  a  Oiid  time,  and  pasiod  as  imtadad  888 
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<M««,  WDUt.  Mr.  Banfiwd  prawnted  the  pclUioB 

q(  lefemd   ......  187 

U  ■dvcne  report  read      ....  S34 

itport  coocDrr«d  in,  mnd  petitienar  bad  loare 
to  withdraw  bu  petition      ...  S49 
Oolanbisil  loMirance  Company.  Mr.  Tsjior 

prcMHted  tfa«  petition  of,  referred         -  81 
the  committee  diacharged        ...  884 
CwBrnieeMnrr  of  the  Pablie  Bgildinfi.  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Repreaenlatim  for 
the  appcriotmeot  of  one,  and  abofiahiof 
the  offices  of  commiaeioDer  and  mpcrin- 
tendent  SM 
read  twice,  and  referred   ....  88S 

reported  with  amendmenta      ...  S43 
eroercd  to  a  third  reading       ...  356 
read  a  third  time,  and  paurd  aa  amended  863 
Compensatioii  to  Membera  of  Congresa,  a  bill 
from  tbe  Hoaae  of  Reprefentativea  to 
change  the  mode  of,  read      ...  1S3 
nad  a  accond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading       ......  19S 

debate  on  tbe  bill  199 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied  -  S03 

Condlet,  John,  from  Mew  Jeraej,  appeared  and 

took  bia  aeat  18 

.Congreaa,  a  joint  reaolatioa  filing  the  dajof  ad- 
journment of,  read        ....  JUii 

read  a  aecond  timii   .....  U8 

tndeflnitel;  poatponed      ....  838 

(Bee  Aijottmment.') 
Conatitation,  Mr.  Bibb  aabmitted  an  amendment 

to  the,  read  .      .      ...      .  .94 

read  a  aecond  time   .....  )6I 

third  reading  nrgatived    ....  163 

Mr. 'Worlhington  preaented  the  reaotution 
of  the  Legialatnre  of  Otiio  dtanpproving 
the  amendmenta  of  tbe,  propoaed  b>  Maa* 
ilchnaetta  and  Connectirnt  ...  99 
Mr.  Campbell  preaenud  a  aimilar  reaoln* 

tion  of  tbe  Lcgialature  of  Tennmea     -  182 
Mr.  Maaon,  of  Virginia,  preaented  a  airaitar 

teaoluUon  of  the  Legialature  of  that  Sute  387 
Mr.  Varnum,  under  instructiona  from  the 
Legialature  of  M aaaachuaetta,  aubniitted 
a  reaululion  to  amend  the,  read     -      -  1SH 
teferied  to  a  committee  of  five  ...  164 
reported  with  amendmenta      ...  177 
indeflaitoly  poatpolked      .      .      .      -  SS7 
MrtSanlbrdmbniittedareMiIatioD  to  amend 
tbe,  Tend      ...  .170 

read  a  aecond  time  177 

Mr.  Maaon  aabmitted  a  reaolotion  of  the 
Legialitore  of  Virginia,  adopting  tbe 
amendment  of  the,  propoaed  by  North 
Carolina,  for  dividing  the  aeverat  Statee 
into  dectioB  dietricta  ....  888 
CoBidtaUon,  U.  8.  frigato,  a  bid  to  reward  the 

officers  and  crew  of  the,  read  -  -  350 
read  a  second  time  .....  S6r 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -  Sfi3 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  2(7 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
reward  the  officera  and  crew  of  the,  for 
the  espture  of  the  Levant,  read  .  -  816 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  -  319 
reported  witbont  amendment  -  .  -833 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  880 
reed  a  thlrdlime,  and  paaaed    ...  8&8 


CoDtnKta,  report  of  the  Saaetairtf  Iba  Nn;, 
with  e  stotenrnt  of     •     -     •  . 
report  from  tbe  Postmaster  Gwoml  ■  • 
report  from  the  Seerelarj  of  War  - 
ConvsntioB  with  Greet  Britain,  the  HtMV 
tranamiiting  cepiee  ef  the  |wdiBitiie, 
notifying  the 
abill  toregqUtoeonyneieaaeeaidiigtolhi, 
read  - 

read  a  eeeond  a>d  third  titte,  and  piMd  • 

letanied  Uvm  the  Boom  af  KipwsMti 
tjvea  with  an  antendment,  and  rdknl  - 
die  amendBMt  disagreed  to    -     •  - 
tbe  Hoaae  of  Krpreeentatives  iasiit.  ud 
ask  a  conference  •      •      .     -  • 
Sanato  insist,  and  sgree  to  a  cosfenace  • 
a  meoaage  from  the  House  of  RepnMBls- 
tivca  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  ■■■»• 

Vn  

reportof  the  Senato  managsn  -  -  • 
read,  and  eivictmed  in  -  -  •  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  SbtfnmtlaSmii 

tbe  aama  tonor,  read     .     .     •  • 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment  - 
Cook,  AleiaDdcr,  and  others,  Mr.  Robirtif» 

santed  the  memorial  of,  rcfencd  -  • 
Copper  Mines,  on  Lake  8uperisr,a  biIIi»M- 

thorisa  tbe  opoping  and  im^«"M 
-      -      -      •  • 
fsad  a  second  time,  and  the  thiidicawg 

negatived  -  -  .  -  •  _  * 
Casta,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  BeprcMOlatiw 

to  alter  and  amend  the  bw«f,reail 
read  a  second  tiiDC,  and  referred 
reportod  wilhoat  amendment   •     '  * 
indefinitely  postfioned      -  * 
Courtney,  John  T..  and  Samoei  HarriMitswl 

from  the  Houae  of  Beprwentaliwi  * 

Uwriting  the  paymentofasnmofnsav 

to,  reud        -      .      .     -     •  • 
read  a  second  tine,  and  referred 
reported  withitut  amefidment  - 
ordered  to  a  tbird  reading - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    •     *  _ J 
Ooxe,  Dr.  John  Redman,  Mr.  Robert* 

tbe  memorial  of,  referred  *  .  * 

a  Mil  fhim  the  Hoaae  af  SapicsaBttiKO 

for  relief  of,  read  .  .  -  ■  * 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  rafened  •  ' 
reported  with  an  amendineBt,  aad  on«w 

to  a  third  reading  •      -      •     *  * 
read  a  third  time,  and  pesMid  - 
the  cummittee  were  discharged  fiwa  eesa*" 

oration  of  the  memorial  of  -  * , .  ' 
Crane,  Israel,  Mr.  Condict  preaented  the  pw*"^  ^ 

of,  referred  -  -  .  •  -  " 
Crawford,  William.  Frederick  Bates,  »d  Wd- 

liam  Garrard,  a  bill  from  tbe  Hoao  « 

RepresenUtivea  for  rriief  of,  read  -  *  ^ 
read  a  second  time,  snd  referred  *  '  ^ 
reportod  with  amendments  -  •  '  ]  jH 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  \,  ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  paa«d  as  •■f*^ 
Croaby,  John,  senior  and  junior,  a  biU  "f 

Hoaae  of  RepicsenUtives  fer  nU"  *  jH 

wad  -    -   -   -  '•  :m 

read  a  seeond  Um^  and  renirM  ^  jH 
reported  withont  amendoKot  - 
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Bttrf,  John — continued.  Page, 
bill  ordf  red  to  a  Ihird  retdins  •      -      -  349 
r««d  « third  time,  and  pasted    -  863 
imberlaod  Road,  report  ot  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treaiury  on  the  188 

ttts,  Thomas.  j''>  preaeated  the 

petition  of,  referred       -      -      •      "  .f^ 
an  adverse  report  thereon,  read  .      -      •  143 
the  report  concurred  in     -      -      -      -  W 
ane,  ahip.  Mr.  GoldsboroQgh  aabmltted  •  m- 
ointion  directing  the  Bwretaiy  of  the 
Navy  to  1^  before  the  Seoato  copies  of 
aH  the  correapoDdence  eonearnfaig  the 

captare  of  the  1^6 

the  reeoluUon  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  187 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  obedience 

thereto-      -      -      '  '      '  ^^"^ 

Mr.  G.  submitted  anothsr  retolntJon  oh  the 

aubjectofthe 
which  was  agreed  to  

D. 

ffgett.  Mr.,  remark*  of,  on  the  Compensation 

bill  '89 

■a,  Samuel  W.,  appeared,  and  took  hU  aeat  •  18 
remarks  of.  on  poatponiag  a  reaolutioo  to 

amend  the  Consliiotion  -  -  -  183 
speech  oC  on  the  Uompeniation  bill  •  •  301 
speech  ot,  on  a  proposed  amendment  of  the 

'      Constitution  **1 

remarke  of.on  the  Bankbill  -  -  -  848 
wson  and  Morrison,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -      -      '      I  *^ 
oatar.  Commodore,  Mr.  Tait  communicated 
sundry  documents  reloting  to  the  opera- 
tions of  tbeequadron  under,  read  -      -  41 
dsiona  of  the  8api«me  Court,  a  bill  prof  iding 

for  ih«  publication  of  the,  read  -  -  148 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  -  146 
nportod  with  amendments  -  -  "  J^!? 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  -  181 
read  a  third  Ume,  and  passed  -  -  -  "» 
bo,  Ignace,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  pett- 

tion  of,  referred    -      -      -      *      "  ?T 
a  f»vorabl»  report  read     "      "      "      "  ioo 
laport  concurred  in  ■      ■      "      *  ' 
a  m  for  the  relief  of  tbo  legal  wpresenta- 

ti»e.of,re.d-  |01 

read  a  second  lime  -      -      -      -  * 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -      -      -  ^» 
read  a  third  time,  and  |»«d    -      ■  : 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  peUtum  and  ^ 

misIjSK.  Mr.  Hunler  prewnted  the  petitioii 

of,  referred  -  

(Sea  Babbitt,  Jaeob.) 
Wo\f,  James,  Mr.  Howell  prwented  the  peU- 
tion  oft  referred     -  '  ' 

U,  SamueU  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  the  relief  ofc  wad-  311 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred       -      -  814 
reported  without  amendmeut    •      "      '  ^ 
orderwl  to  a  third  reading  -      "      '  " 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      -      •  bk» 
act  Tax,  Mr-  Campbell  presented  instmctiona 
from  the  Legislature  of  Tenneeiee,  reta- 
tire  *o        expediency  of  delaying  tt« 
eoUeetionofthe  


Direct  Tax— continued.  Ptlfii 
a  bill  from  the  Hoaee  of  RepresentatlTea  ta 
reduce  Uie  amount  of  dw,  and  to  repeal 
certun  acto  IM 
read  the  flrat  time    .      .      -      -      -  18V 
read  a  oaeond  tfane,  and  referred  .  -  1S8 

reported  wiUi  amendments       -      .      .  14C 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended     -  IN 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasted  mtii  amend- 
menta  -------  HP 

a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repretentotlves 

supplemenury  to  the  act  laying  a  •      -  3H 
read  the  flnt  time    -----  S96 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  •  -  S74 
reported  with  amendmenta  .  -  -  8N 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasted  at  amended  •  318 
the  Hoiueof  RepreaentatiTet  agreed  to  some 

and  disagreed  to  other  amendments       -  839 
the  Senate  receded  from  (he  amendments 

disagreed  to  3tt 

Direct  Tax  and  Internal  DuUes,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  coltectora  of  the,  read   -  80A 
read  a  second  tim^  and  referred      •      •  S09 
reported  without  amendment    .      -      -  880 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  Uiird  reading   -  848 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  86i 
Diron,  Dominique,  Mr.  Taylor  presentod  the 
petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

SUM  1*» 

Disbanded  Soldiers,  a  hill  for  relief  of,  in  certain 

cases,  twice  read  -----  H 
Ike  third  reading  negatived      -      -      -  N 
Di^bfOD,  Henry,  and  iamet  Chittandrn ;  on  mo* 
tion  of  Mr.  Chac^  the  petition  oft  was 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee        •  1ST 
the  said  committee  were  discharged  •      -  864 
District  Banks,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  condition  of 
the  inoorporaled    -----  IM 
Dtttrict  of  Colombia,  a  bill  coneeming  th«,  fead  146 
read  a  aecond  time   -----  I4B 
ordcfwl  to  a  third  reading  -      -  -  -  80»' 

read  a  third  time,  and  iu  passage  negatived  819 
inoorporsted  banks  of  the,  Mr.  Campb^ 
rabmitted  a  resolatien  directing  the  Sec- 
retory of  the  Treasury  to  aaoertain  and 
lay  before  the  Senato  a  statoment  exliU>it- 
ing  the  condition  of  the,  8tc  -      -      -  ISB 
amended,  and  agreed  to    -      -      -      -  Utr 
District  Judge  of  New  York,  (Southern  dittrict,> 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^rasentativea 
provldi^  additional  eompensaliulbr  th*  ttO 
read  twicak  and  rsferrad    "      "      "      '  S 
reported  wittaont  ammdmank   -      "      "  J* 
oitlored  to  a  tbiid  reading  -      '      *  " 
read  a  third  time,  and  patted    -      -      -  Ml 
Documents,  Mr.  Promentin  snbrnttted  a  retrtn- 

tion  on  the  anbject  of,  printed       '      '  ^ 
reeolutioa  agreed  to  -      -  - 
Mr.  Mason  sobmilted  a  reoolotton  irtattw 

to  the  distribution  rf,  read     -      "  . ,  Z  *• 
laad  aaeoond  tinie,BBd  (Mdand  toa  tUtd 

readuig       -----  lot 

ie«l  a  Uiiid  time,  and  pataed    -      -      •  « 
Dolab,  Cbarles,  a  b^l  from  die  Houe  of  Rapra^ 
tenutivea  for  relief  of  the  widow  iand  ehild^ 

ren  of,  read  ------  8W 

Mad  a'aeeond  time,  and  rMimd      •      *  •** 
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Qalfhi  Cbule»— eontinaed.  Pig*, 
rqxntwl  widwot  uiendiMnt    .      •      -  8SS 
onUred  U»  s  third  reading  -  860 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed    -  868 
DoBCatie  Mana&ctorca,  Mr.  Coadtct  preaeoted 
die  memorial  of  a  nomber  of  wtdowa,  or- 
phans, and  femaleaof  New  Jeraay,  piayiBg 
eocoaiagement  o^  referred  to  Um  Cqib- 
aiiUae  on  Mtnofaotarea 
OMwbMk  of  Datiea,  a  bill  from  the  Hooaa  of 
Byeaentttiyca  to  allow,  on  aptriti  ud 
reaned  angv,  Iwieo  nad  and  nbrMd  • 
reported  widioat  ameodmeat,  road  a  diird 
time,  and  paaMd   .      .      .      -  . 
Dadtworth,  John,  jr.,  and  otbofi,  Mr.  Wilton 

preaeoted  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
Di^onC  E.  B.,  and  others,  Mr.  Ooldabaioagh 

preaented  the  pelitioa  of 
DvOea  «  8|ririli  diatillod  wltUn  tho  Unhod 
Cttataihdte.,  a  blU  trmn  the  Hosio  of  Rep- 
TeaantatiTea  to  aboUab  the  oziatinb  lead 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaod  aa  amended  • 

B. 

Eaabnan,  Jonathan  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Houaa  of 

Repreacntativea  for  relief  9^  read  •      -  88 
xoad  a  aaeond  tine,  and  referred       -      -  39 
leported  without  amendment    .      -      •  40 
*  Tcwd  a  thud  time,  and  paaaed     .      ■      -  41 
EBMAamenlB  of  Collectora,  Ac,  a  letter  from  the 
Secratar;  of  the  Treaaury  with  a  aUte- 
ment  of  the,  laid  be&ra  the  Senate  •      -  41 
Bpgineer  Corpa,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  reao* 
hitioa  antboriaiog  the  Praaidaut  of  the 
United  Statea  to  aiuMint  an  aaaiatant  in 

tbe,read  S44 

read  a  aeoind  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -  861 

read  a  third  time,  and  paeaed    .      -      .  368 
Xstnaalea  of  Ezpenaea  for  certain  olaaaeaof  Vaa>  - 
aala,  a  repwt  from  the  Seeietaiy  of  the 

Kary,  with  87 

Btting,  Solomon,  Mr.  Morrow  preaented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  •      •      -      •      -  96 

P. 

^^Ax,  FerdiDando,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented  the 
petition  of,  againat  the  wctenaion  of  Fol- 
loo'a  patent,  read  -      •      -      -    '  -  180 
lefenad  to  the  eonunittoe  en  the  rigfata  of 

Fulton  183 

Mr.  Roberta  presented  another  petitiwi  from 
the  same,  which  waa  referred  to  the  aamo 
oommittee     -  804 
(See  Fttiton,  ileierf.) 
Ttaaing,  Henry,  a  bill  nom  Uie  Houaa  of  Rapre- 

aentatim  for  relief  of,  read   -      -      .  86 
road  a  aeoond  time,  and  laferrad  86 
reported  without  amamlnant    ...  41 
ordmd  to  a  third  reading  -      -      -      .  48 
'  read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    •      .      .  43 
Faririi,  Thomaa  B.,  a  bUl  from  the  Honae  of  Rep- 

raaenUtirea  for  rdief  of;  read .-      -  306 
read  a  aeeood  time,  and  rafenod  .  309 

nportod  without  amendmant  -  -  .  826 
iftdafioitely  poatponed      •      •      -      .  858 


Farrar,  Thomaa,  and  etheis,  a  bOI  ftom  ^Heaie 

of  Repraaantatmafer  laHefol^iaal  •  W 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  lefecrad  •  •  M 
reported  with  an  amendment  •  -  •  111 
ordeted  to  a  third  reading  -  •  •  -  SH 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  ameaM  •  Itt 
Ferris,  William,  Mr.  Rngglea  picaealed  dke  » 

morial  of,  referred  -      -      .     .     •  X 
the  ooramittoe  diediarged  ftom  ita  flaaate> 

ation  «1 

Fanow*  niaraob,  and  others  a  bill  fiem  tb» 

HoaaeofRepreaenttfiveaeaomioi^nid  >tf 
read  a-aecond  time,  and  referred      -  • 
reported  withoat  amendment    -     .     •  & 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased    •     *  ' 
Field  Officera  of  Militia,  a  bill  eoDcemint,  mi  W 
read  a  second  time   -      -  *'*'!! 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      .     -     ■  M 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -     -     '  'J| 
Finance,  dec,  appointmentofaalecteenBiitteetf  ' 
Flood,  WUliam.  a  IhU  from  the  Hensa  9f  Rtfif 
aentativea  for  relief  of,  read  •     *  ' 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  JJI 

reported  with  an  amendment    -     '     '  !^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      *     '     '  w 
read  a  third  time,  and  pamed  at  amended  •  W 
Floyd,  David,  and  aaaoctatea.  a  memoriil  of  IM 
JjCgialatore  of  Indiana  Territory 
eanted,  fwaying  that,  nay  ba  Mt^"^ 
to  open  and  worit  a  aaH  sftbg  u 
Territory,  read  and  referred  -     "  " 
Forbea,  John  M.,  a  bill  from  the  Hm»e  of  Kep- 
reaenutives  for  relief  uf,read  -  ' 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  '  x-a 

reported  without  amendment         "     '  ^| 
ordered  tn  a  third  reading  -      '     *     '  ifl 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  ■ 
Foreign  A&irs,  appointment  aft  aalset  eouit'  ^ 

tee  on  .      .      -      -      '  ' 
Forfeited  Landa,  a  Mil  fiom  the  Hons  ofBfpn- 
aenUtivea  to  aatboriae  the  sale  of  eotuo,  ^ 

read  ""  *'jg 

read  a  aerond  time,  and  referred      *  * 
reported  without  amendment    -     '     ]  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      '     *     ]  30 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Francia.  John.    (See  Keekr,  Ebenezer.)  ^ 
Fromenlin,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  antbeconnDeraa^i^ 
Bpooch  of,  on  a  propiwed  amendmeDt  "   _  m 
Oonatitatiou  •      -      •     '     '  J" 
Frotbingham,  John,  and  Arthor  Tappu. 

Vamum  preaented  the  petition  ^  referwo  ^ 
to  the  Comnutlee  of  Fwoigo 
the  eommittae  diacbaiged  from  ita  oM"^  ^ 
ation 

Folton,  Robert,  Mr.  King  prewnted  the  peti"" 
of  the  widow  and  children  of,  rent, 
referred  to  a  committee  of  fi«  .    '  .  a 
a  letter  Aom  Mr.  BrockhoW  Li'mS""" 

Mr.  King,  alao  referred  -     -  J  ^ 
a  Mil  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  toi  ,|t 

dron  o^  read  •  - 
read  a  second  Umo,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendnieDt,  aad  "^"^  ,0 

mittod  -      .  ■- 
again  reported,  with  an  uo*°^"^jJ    .  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading.  *•  aW*"^    ,  tfl 
read  a  third  timOf  and  pasieH  * 


Digitized  by 


II 


INDEX. 


JStMie  Proceeding*  tmd  IMatm. 


G.  P«ge. 

Usrd,  John,  Prandent  jnv  tent.,  appeared,  and 
took  Um  chair  9 

nbla,  WilliaiB,  Mr.  WilMm  preMnted  tha  me- 
morial or,  which  waa  referred  to  th«  See- 
Totary  of  tbeTrcarary  ....  230 
report  of  that  o£Bcer  thereon     -  348 

Tmrd,  William,  and  othere^  Mr.  Frocnentin 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -  -  296 
(Sec  Crawford,  Vr'UUam,  and  othen.') 

TOtt,  William,  Mr.  WiUiama  presented  the 

Ktition  of,  referred  to  the  Secietary  of  the 
viy    -      -      -    '  -      -      -      -  69 
report  of  Mid  officer  referred  to  Uie  Naval 

Committee  lOt 
an  adverae  report  thereon  concurred  tn      -  106 
•enger,  David,  Mr.  Tait  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee  94 
Mral  Land  Office,  a  letter  from  the  Commia- 

sioner  of  the  -  -  -  -  36,  90,  101,  399 
leral  Stafi^  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

MOtativea  for  organisiag  the,  read  -      -  286 
read  a  socond  time,  and  r^tsmd       •      •  MO 
reported  without  amendment    ...  3fi3 
amended,  aad  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  334 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  sa  amended  -  386 
more,  Robert,  dc  Sonst  Mr.  Goldaborough  pre- 
sented the  memorial  o(  whteh  waa  imit- 
red  to  a  committee        -  100 
ard,  Stephen,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .      .      •      .      -  3fi 
lh«  committee  discharged  firom  its  conaider- 

ation  384 

odie,  Kev.  John,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  -  19 
det,  Sarah,  Mr.  Tait  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred  to  Naval  Committee  -  126 
an. adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in       -  134 
d  and  Silver  Coins,  foreign,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Represents  tiros  to  regul^  the 
coining  of,  in  the  United  Sutas,  read     -  833 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      -  886 
T^Kirted  withoat  ameodment    ...  334 
o^red  to  a  third  reading  -      .      .      .  8S6 
read  a  thinl  time,  and  passed    ...  868 
jsborongh,  Kohert  H.,  of  Maryland,  appeared 

and  toolE  his  seat  20 

da,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  a  bill  irom  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  continue  in 
force  the  act  imposing  additional  duties 
on  all,  read   ......  84 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred       .      -  96 
reported  with  amendments       -      .      -  08 
ttdered  to  a  third  reading  -      •      -      -  101 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  103 
itaberger,  John     Mr.  Sanfinrd  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred      ....  313 

an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  -  398 
re,  Christopher,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat  84 

■e,  Hia  BxceUeni7  William,  Qovemor  of  the 
British  Province  of  Upper  Canada.  (See 
Harvard  CoU^e.) 
remmeut,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Repiesent- 
alives,  making  approprlatimia  for  tha  aap- 
port  of  tiie,  fm  the  year  1816,  read       -  378 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       •      -  381 
reported  with  amendments    -   .  •      -  300 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  303 
lead  a  ttiird  time,  and  paaaed  as  amended  •  806 


GuvaraoMDt — eontinoed.  ; 
the  House  of  'Repreeeotativea  agreed  to  all 

the  amendmenu  ercept  one,  from  whidi 
the  Senate  receded       -  811 
Mr.  Lacock  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill,  making  ^pptapriationa  fiw 
the  sappert  of,  read      -      .      -      -  311 
read  a  second  lime   -  814 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  868 
letamed  firom  the  House  of  Repraaentativea 

with  an  amendment     -  871 
read,  and  concurred  in     -      .      -      -  STS 
Graydon*s  Digest  of  tho  Laws  of  the  United 
States,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  was  ordered  to  procure, 
for  the  use  of  the  Sttnate,  four  copies  of  -  ISO 
Great  Coastwise  Canal  and  River  Navigation 
Company,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  'uh- 
mitted  a  resolution  directing  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canala  to  inquire  into 
the  eipediency  of  aothortung  a  subsoip- 

tion  to  the  3M 

resolution  agreed  to  .      -      .      .      .  867 
Mr.  M.  submitted  another  resolution,  direct- 
ing the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  sobscribiag 
to  tbe,  and  to  report  thereon  at  tbe  next 

session  -  380 

this  resolution  was  modified,  and  agreed  to  883 

H. 

HtU,  Waiis,  jun.,  Mr.  Uhaee  presented  the  ma. 

morifti  of,  referred  ...      -      -  837 
committee  discharged  from  its  farther  con- 
sideration    ......  88] 

Hallowell,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Rep- 
ireseDtativoa  to  amend  theactfiir  relief^ 

read   866 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      -  37S 

i      reported  without  amendment    -   ,  -      -  380 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  88S 

rrad  a  third  time,  and  paiaed    .      -      .  S4B 
Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose 
of  Repreaentativea,  aothorixing  p^msnt 

for  the  eourt.houBe  of,  read   .      .      ■•  806 

read  a  second  time,  sod  referred       -      -  800 

reported  with  an  amendment    -      -  818 

ordered  to  a.third  reading  -  848 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  >  310 
Hamilton,  Elizabeth,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read   •      -  880 

read  a  second  time^  and  refenad       -      -  888 

reported  without  unendment   -      .      .  838 

tiiird  reading  negatived    -      •      -      -  807 
vote  recofludered,  and  UU  read  a  third  tim^ 

and  passed   ......  881 

Hamon,  William,,  a  bill  from  tbe  Hooae  of  Rep- 
resentative's for  relief  of,  read              -  806 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      -  808 
reported  without  amendment    ...  818 
ordered  to  a  tlurd  reading  -      .      >  844 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  -      .      .  861 
Harper,  Robert  G.,  of  Maryland,  produced  his 

cfedeutials,dcc    .....  104 

Kttiarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  tocorporata  the 

Orphan  Aajlum    -      -      .      -      -  188 

remarka  of,  on  the  Oompeoaation  bill      -  304 
remarka  of,  on  a  proposition  to  ammid  the 

Uonstitotion-      •      •      -            -  880 
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r.  Robert  O. — eootioaed.  PMIih 
'ramariu  9t»  on  Mr.  Ltooek*!  Rfolotbo  on 

llie  Mne  ■Dbjaet  33R 

apeech     on  tbe  Ntvigation  bill 
ipMch  of,  in  npl;  to  Mr.  King  - 
HBTrison,  Msjor  GeamI  W.  H.,  «  motution  di- 
recting a  med«I  to  be  rtnick  and  present* 
ed,  with  the  tbtnka  of  CoogreM,  to,  read 
read  a  aeeond  time   .      -      .      .      .  354 
,    «n  notini  ni  Mr.  Laeoefc,  Semle  ritting  u 
fe  ComiBtUee,  the  reaolotfott  wai  anaad> 
«d(     etrikiDg  oat  tba  name  of     -      -  316 
the  Senate  did  not  agree,  and  the  rearinlion 
WB8  recommitted  SSi 

H«A  Joacpb,  and  otbera,  Mr.  WilUame  praamt- 
ed  the  memorial  of  .... 

Harraid  College,  a  bill  from  the  Houaa  of  Rep. 
reeentativee,  remitting  certain  dntiea  on 
booki  imported  for  the  uae  of,  and  on  the 
carriage  and  peraonal  baggage  of  Uorern- 
or  Gore,  of  Uppar  Canada  ... 
read,  and  pnaeed  to  a  aeeond  reading  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  patard  ... 
Heath,  Nathaniel  H.   (Sec  Bermer,  Daniel.) 
Bndricka,  Harman,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred  - 
committee  dtaeharged,  and  petition  referred 

to  Uw  Finance  Committee 
last  eommittee  diacharged,  and  leaTe  given 
t»  vitbdraw  the  petition  ... 

Benijr,  Joseph,  and  othen,  Mr.  Roberts  present- 
.   ed  the  petiUon  of,  referred     .      -  . 
committee  discharged,  and  leave  given  to 
withdraw  the  petition  - 
ffiAa,  George,  a  gratuitj  granted  to,  for  anibrm 
good  conduct       -      -      -      -  . 
Bisdge,  George.   ^8ee  Barry,  Edioard.) 
Hdkar,  John,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition 
of,  teietred  to  th«  Secntary  of  the  Treaa- 
W7      -      -      .  - 
rwaeit  of  that  officer  read  - 
referred  to  a  select  committee 
BbiU  for  iclieTo^  read 
.   Taad  a  sectmd  time  - 
ordned  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  HM  tima,  and  paaaad 
Hornet,  8loop.of-war,  a  Inll  from  Oa  How  of 
Representativoai  rewarding  tba  olEearsand 
enw  of  the   .      -  .      -      -  186 

read  a  first  time  ..... 
r«ad  a  eecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  witbont  amendment  ... 
'    ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paesed  ... 
Bataea  lost.  Mr.  Talbot  preeent«l  a  veoKurial  of 
the  L«giahtBn«r  JCaniukj,  ^iatcem* 
pensation  for,  reforred  .... 
IftiWlililaa,  Wm.  L.,  uaA  others  Mr.  Daggett 
presented  the  petitioD  of;  referred  - 

HowehoM  Farattore,  &&,  a  UU  ftom  the  Heoea 
of  Representatives  to  repeal  the  act  laying 

dnties  on,  read     .....  936 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      .  8S9 

reported  withODt  amendment     ...  S&S 

mnered  to  a  third  reading        ...  867 

read  a  third  time,  and  pused    ...  S78 


380 
S94 


363 


49 


865 
S66 

376 
S79 


102 
104 


3M 


139 
147 
373 


36 
168 
167 
184 
188 
380 
386 


136 
138 
143 
145 
146 


87 
-  104 


Habbard,  Nehemiah,  and  olhen^  Mr.  Dana  pm- 

sented  the  memorial  of  .      -      -      .  ttt 
(See  Middktown,  Cmmedieut.) 
Hall,  Jabei,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  ntpmacnl 

stives  for  relief  of,  read  -      -       -      •  tt 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       '      .  » 

I. 

IIBnoia  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  1^ 
resentatives  making  farther  proviaion  m 
eettling  claims  to  land  in,  read      -      -  HI 
read  a  second  time,  and  refbned       -  .1ST 
reported  with  amendments       .      .      .  M 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .      .  m 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed  as  amended  -  9U 
a  Mil  from  the  Honae  of  Rnireaentativaa 
snpplpmentarT  to  the  act  deflning  the  da> 
ties  i^the  Judges  of  -  -  .  .  W 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -  •  SSf 
read  a  eecond  time,  and  referred  -  .376 
reported  with  a  mend  men  U       .  .  M 

ordered  to  a  third  reeding        -  .  337 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  34S 
tlia  Honae  of  Repreaentativeediaagreed,ttid 
the  Senate  reoeded  -.347 
IRineiaand  Widiash  Canal.   (See  Bttmg, 
men.) 

Imported  Salt,  a  bill  from  the  Honee  of  Repre> 
eentatives  to  continue  in  force  the  act  im- 
posing a  duty  on,  Ac,  read  -      -      -  94 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred      -      -  96 
reported  without  amendmenu  ...  90 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -      .      .  107 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -      -      •  136 
Importt  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  fiom  the  Heoee  of 
Repreyentativee  to  regulate  the  dntiea  on, 

read  aoi 

read  a  eecond  time,  and  referred       .      -  309 
reported  with  amendments       -      .      .  311 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  331 
Ineraase  of  Sttaries  of  the  officera  of  Govern- 
ment therein  mentioned,  a  bill  ptovidiBg 
for  Uie,  read        -  .      -     .  331 

read  a  second  time   -      .      .      .     .  336 
third  reading  negatived    -      .      .      •  SOT 
Iftdemnifioatioa  of  Miastsnppi  Land  Claimanfo, 
a  bill  Airtber  sapplemeaUry  to  ^  act 
providing  for  the,  read  -  .      .  ISS 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  .130 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  14S 
reported  engrossed,  and  recommitted  -  146 
reported  with  an  amendment  .  .  •  Ifll 
oiderad  to  a  third  reading  as  amoided  •  11* 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeaed  •  -  -  131 
retwned  bom  the  Uonse  oTRqireaantativea 
with  amendments,  and  oooenmd  in  -  SM 
Indian  Affairs,  a  report  from  tlw  Seoetaqr  af 

War,  in  relation  to       ....  191 
Indian  Donation  of  Lands,  a  Mrseage  ftom  the  - 
Pra^nt  of  the  United  Statea,  staring  tha 
ftct  of  au,to  General  Jackson  andolkai^ 
and  recommending  confirmation  •      -  M 

Indiana  Territoiy ,  a  menoeial  of  the  Legiditaa 
of,  praying  anthori^  te  bold  a  emew 
tioD.  form  a  oonatilutioa,  dec,  rafowad  -  U 
another  from  the  aame,  praying  a  snapen 
sion  of  prosecution  under  tha  set  taxing 
aanofectures,  rsfouad  .     .     •  .SI 
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iSeitote  Prooeedittgt  md  BebaUg^ 


tudim^  Territory— continaed.  P«fe. 
the  CMHiBittM  dUcbugMl  &«m  Aiitber  con- 

ndmttoiiorit     .      •      .      -      -  IM 
a  bill  fton  the  Houm  of  RepnMiitetins  to 
•liable  the  people  of.  to  form  a  eoaatits- 
tien,       fin-  enmliden  into  the  Union  -  156 
leed,  end  peeeed  to  e  aeeond  lea^f        •  S66 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  relemd       •      -  S74 
Mt.  DaMetteabmitted  a  reeolation  inatniet* 
iof  the  oomodltee  to  inquire  into  and  m* 
pert  the  aetnal  number  ^  inhabitanti  in  S76 
thaeommitteetowhom  the  bill  wae  refcrrad 
dieehaiTed,  and  the  IhU  lefcned  I*  another 
•committee  376 
hit  committee  reported  Ike  Ul  vilh  amend- 
menta,  togetharwitha  oertiied  atatement 
oftheoenrae       .....  MS 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  ae  amended     •  SIS 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  as  amended  -  81ft 
Inipeetorat  Meaenrere,&c^a  biUfranthoHonae 
of  Rqweseatativea  to  inoMone  tkm  aom- 
peneation  of,  read  •      -      «     .      .  Me 
iCM  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred  -  SOS 

npotted  witheat  amandmont    >      -      .  8S0 
orderod  to  a  third  reading        ...  846 
read  a  third  time,  and  paived    -  363 
Intmnal  Improvement,  report  end  biU  on  the 

enbjectof     ......  107 

iKTalid  Penaionera,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of 

Repreeentativee  eoiic(>iiinf,read   •      •  347 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  reCsRod      •      •  86S 
leported  with  amendmente,  read  a  third 
time,  and  pasaed  ae  amended  -  S88 

lawiide,  a  bill  from  the  Bouae  of  RmreeenlatiTee 
to  bcreaae  the  penaiona  o^  in  oertain 
cases,  dtc^  read    .....  373 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred  •  .  361 
reported  without  amendment  ...  396 
ordered  to  a  third  reeding  ...  337 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  ...  343 
J. 

Jaekaon,  MajorOeneral  Andraw,a  UHeonAnninf 

BD  Indian  donation  of  land  Us  nad       •  316 
read  a  aeeond  time   .....  833 
indeAnildj  poe4iMod      ....  351 
JaB  and  ConrUHonae,  in  Alexandria,  IX  C,  a 
Ull  from  the  Hooee  of  Repreeentativee  to 
en^le  the  levy  eonrt  of  Alexandiu  cean* 
ty  to  lay  a  tax  for  erecting  a,  read  -      •  330 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      .  383 
reported  witfaoat  amendment    -      -      -  336 
mdered  to  a  third  reading        ...  S67 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed    •      .      .  861 
ifltffb.  Sarah,  and  othan*  Mr.  Varnnm  pnpantad 

the  petition  oC,  refanred  •  -  -  -  3} 
eommittee  discharged,  andpetittoa  nfrixed 

ta  the  Secretary  of  the  TreaNiy   -      -  48 
report  of  that  officer  thereon     ...  137 
Mr.  Tarnom  commanicated  sondry  doctt- 
menta  to  be  filed  with  the  petitiMi  of    •  303 
Jetfefeoa.  United  States  brig.  (See  Jbnee,  Xobert.) 
jMrett,  Jame%  a  bill  from  the  Honaa  of  Bepr*' 
aantativea  to  anthorfie  the  dlMkame  oi^ 
from  irapriaonmont,  read      ...  40 
rand  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred      .      •  41 
reported  with  an  amendment    ...  44 
eaee  referred  to  SecreUry  of  the  Treaaaiy  4S 
report  of  tlutoffioer  thereon     ...  98 
tM  third  laading  B^atived      ...  93 


Page. 

Johnson,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Wileon  preaeot- 

ed  the  petitio^i  of,  referred     ...  M6 
Jonea,  Captain  Thomae  Ap  CateebyJMr.  Bnnra 

presented  the  petition  of,  reAnred  .      •  86 
committee  disdiarged,  and  leave  given  to 
withdraw  the  petitiwi   -      -      -  -147 

a  biU  from  the  Honsoef  Bepnaantativee  fbr 
relief  of,  read       .....  305 

read  a  seoond  time,  and  refbmd  -  308 

reported  without  amendment    -  -SIS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .      -      •      -  S«t 
rend  » third  time,  and  naeeed    ...  868 
Jonea,  Walter,  and  otliMai  Mr.  Laooek  jmaentod 

the  petitfen  of,  relbrred  .      .      .      .  IfT 

Jones,  Robert,  and  othera,  of  the  Unilad  Statea 
hng  Jefibnon,  Mr.  RoberU  preeented  the 
pa^n  of,  nftrred      ....  139 

eommittee  disehsrged,  and  leave  given  t> 
withdraw  the  peritien   •  '147 
Joaea,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Fromentln  pre- 
eented the  memorial  of;  nierred    -      -  141 
the  eommitiaa  discharged  -  -      -  366 

Jodge  Advoeataa  in  the  Navy,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sanfbr^  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affaire 
were  inatrueted  to  inqaire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  {uroviding  by  law  fcr  the  appoint- 
ment of       ......  137 

Judges  of  the  Sapreme  Court,  Mr.  Daggett  sob* 
mitted  a  reeolation  instructing  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pedieni^  of  inereaalng  tbe  salariea  of    -  108' 
the  reiDlutlon  indefinitely  poetponed  -      •■  884 
(See  Itereofe  of  Saiaria.y 
Jtiriaprfldenee,  a  bill  from  tbe  House  of  Rep- 
resentstlvos  authorixing  the  judges  of  the 
circuit  court,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  prepare  a  code  of,  for  said  District,  read  836 
read  a  second  lime   -      .      .      -      •  841 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   -  368 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  866 

K. 

KaikaAia,  bill  from  tbs  House  of  Bepreeenta* 
tivea  to  establish  a  land  dietiict  north  of 

the  diatrict  of  888 

read,  and  paaeed  to  a  eeeend  reading       •  886 
read  a  aeeond  time^  and  referred      -      -  888 
reported  without  amendotenl    •      •      •  886 
Mdered  to  a  third  reading        ...  867 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed    ...  868 
Keater,  Bbeoeur,  and  John  Franeis,  a  bill  from 
theHouee  of  Representatives  to  diseharpa, 
from  imprisonment      ...      -  366 
read,  and  paaeed  to  a  seoood  rsa^nf      -  866 
read  a  aeeond  Ume,  and  referred      -      -  878 
renotlad  withoM  amendoMBt  .      *      -  SIS 
oidorod  to  n  tUtd  readint  -  846 

reed  a  Uiird  time,  and  peeeed   •      .      ■  8KI 
Kemp,  Jamee,  Right  Rev.  Bislwp  9(  Marylaad, 
Mr.  Goldsbarongh  preaeated  a  memeriid 

of,  referred  180 

(See  BaUimort  and  MaamukmdU  Bible 
SoeitUa.) 

Kidd,  RobOTt,  a.  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
eentativee fbr  the  relief  of  -  -  -  365 
read,  and  paaeed  ton socmd  readfang  -  S66 
read  a  aeeond  time*  and  referred  ■  -  378 
reported  witheat  amendment  ...  966'* 
the  third  leading  nqfitived      ...  886 
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Kimberij,  David,  uid  others,  Mr.  Daf  gett  pre* 

MOt«d  the  petitton  of    -      -      •      -  31 
Kiag*  Boftw,  of  New  York,  sppeered  eod  took 

hkiut       ......  SI 

ifeech  <^  on  a  propoiitieD  to  amend  tho 
CoDititoiien       .....  315 

reBMrke  o(  on  a  iMolatioii  ofierod  by  Mr. 

Lacoek  223 

speech  of,  on  the  United  8tatet  Bank  bill  -  287 
remaib  of,  on  ihe  Navigation  U>    -      -  294 
Kagt  Chariea,  and  othera,  Mr.  HMsey^MOntod 

the  petition  of^  re£nTed        -      .      -  42 
(Sm  Mftov  m  GeoMscfaim.) 
KtaMj,  Edmond,  Mr.  ^batte  preaeated  tho 

nwinorial  ^,  referred  -  -  ■  .  flS 
KBOzrUleb  ToDneeeeo,  on  mottoo  of  Mr.  WiU 
liama,  a  emoiQittee  waa  appointed  to  in- 
foire  into  ibe  cipodiency  of  aatboriiing 
the  aale  of  a  lot,  the  property  of  the  Uni* 
tod  Statea,  in  the  town  of  -  -  •  38 
K«IS|  Andrew,  a  tult  Uam  the  Hoooe  of  Bepro- 
oentatina,  aathorwDf  and  nqniryis  tho 
Boerotaiy  of  Stale  to  iaaoe  lettoM  patent 

to,  read  171 

load  «  oeoond  time,  and  nArrod  •  •177 
reported  without  ameodmont  .  «  -  188 
ordered  to  a  third  readiof  ...  250 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  US 

L. 

IiMBck,  Mr.,  remarka  o^  on  a  motioo  to  poetpone 
the  eonaideration  of  a  resolation,to  amanil 
the  Cooatitation   -      -      -  '    -  .168 
apeach  of,  on  the  propoaed  atnendmeat      -  330 
lemarka  of;  on  hia  own  motion  to  amend 

the  Comtitution  22fi 

Lunbcrt*  WiUiun,  a  commonication  from,  rela- 
ttTO  to  tho  loogitode  of  tho  Capitol,  rojid. 
and  laid  en  the  table    ....  33 
LandClaima  in  Loaiaiana,  a  bill  6xing  the  com- 
pensation  of  the  eoouniaaioners,  clerk, 
end  tranalator,  of  the  board  for,  nad      -  300 
read  a  eeeond  time   .      •      -      •      .  804 
ordered  to  a  third  readioy  -      .      -      ■  338 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed   -  843 
Land  Office,  a  bill  to  oatabUah  a,  for  the  diatriot 
east  of  tho  Miaidaoipptri  wand  latond  of 
Mew  Orleana,  read       •      -  -  MI 

read  a  aeoond  time   -      -      .      .      .  397 
amended,  and  onlered  to  a  thifd  raadhig   •  838 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaMd   .      .      -  343 
Landmm,  Aboer,  Mr.  Taylor  preaented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  ■       .       -       .       .  138 
committee  diecharged  from  ita  fattber  oon- 
atdemtion     -  364 
Lano,  Daniel  C,  and  Patrick  Shieide,  aaaoeiate 
jodgea  of  Harmon  coan^,  Indiana  Tep> 
ritoiy,  the  memorial  of  reforred     .      •  33 
Lamiwi,  John  de,  and  othora,  Mr.  Roberta  pr» 
anted  the  memorial  of  anndry  inhabitants 
of  Loniaiana  in  behalf  frf",  refoned  23 
an  adverse  report  thereon  -  -  .136 

the  report  conaidercd,  end  concarred  in  -  187 
Uio  eommitteo  diacharged  firom  iu  furtbvr 

eonaideration       .      -      .      .      .  384 
Isava  given  to  withdraw  tho  pap*ra  iu  the 

ease  367 

Lmr,  Tliemas,  and  others,  Mr.  Bibb  jwaantsJ 

Iho  petilioB  of,  rafomd  •      -      -      -  M 


Law  Library,  a  biH  to  eataUiah  a,  at  the  Seat  of 
Government  for  the  aae  of  the  Snpreme 

Court,  reed   l>» 

raad  a  second  time  -      -                  -  146 
referred  to  a  select  commiUee  -      •      -  J4S 
reported  with  amendments      -      .  '  .  107 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      ■      .      .  ISJ 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed    ...  igi 
Lawrenee,  Ltentenant  Colonel  Williem,  and 
oAera,  Mr.  Williams  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  raierred  31 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o(  read      -      •      -  Ml 
read  a  oaeond  time  -   ■  -                  -  IM 
etderad  to  a  ttird  reading  ....  \<i\ 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed                 -  143 
Le  Barran,  Francis,  Mr.  Vamum  presaated  the 

petition  of,  referred      -      .      .      .  n 
Lee,  Boawell.   (See  ATmurU§,) 
Leiper,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberta  pre- 

seated  the  memorial  of,  referred    •      -  31 
Lovina,  Jamea,  Mr.  Taylor  peeonted  the  petitieB 

of;  referred   ......  46 

abiUfrom  the Hoose of  Bqiteeeiitativee an- 
tboriiinf  paymentirf  aeomof  aMHioytek 

read   Sll 

read  a  aecood  Ume,  and  refemd      •      -  114 

reported  withoot  amendment    ...  333 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  306 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed   .      -      .  Sit 

Lewis,  Hoeea,  a  bill  from  thoHonaeofReproaeat- 
ativea  directing  the  discharge  o^  from  im- 

priaonmont  ...            .      .  3S6 

read,  and  paaaed  to  a  aecond  reading       -  SSii 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred      -      -  376 

reported  without  amendmoit    ...  386 

ordered  to  a  third  rMding  -      ...  S4I 

read  a  third  tim^  and  passed  ...  S46 
Library,  apptrintment  of  a  joint  committee  on 

tho      -      -    _   11 

a  report  of  said  committee  relating  to  the  -  96 

a  bill  further  providing  for  the,  read  97 

read  a  second  time   •             ...  98 

refened  to  a  select  committee  -  -  -  106 
leportod  witboat  amendmmit*  and  oidarad 

to  a  third  reading  .....  136 

road  a  third  timo,  and  passed  ...  137 
returned  from  the  House  of  R^reeentativoo 

with  amendments  •      .      •      -      -  316 

road,  and  concurred  in     -      -      -      -  316 
Licenses  to  Retailen,  Ac,  a  1411  from  tho  House 
of  Ropreaentativea  to  reduce  the  dntiee  on, 

read   888 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred      •       -  940 

reported  without  amendment    ...  890 

rmid  a  Uiird  time,  and  paaaed  ...  364 
LigbuHouaeo,  a  bill  to  met  one  at  tho  moatk  of 

the  Missiaaippi,  road     ....  SBT 

read  a  aeoond  time   .....  m 

inde6nitely  poatponed  ....  331 
a  tnll  from  ttte  Hooee  of  Ropreaentativea  fat 

building  three,  read      ....  336 

read  a  second  time,  and  refMved             -  338 

reported  without  amendment    ...  338 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  366 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -      -      •  363 
Liqpiidatioo  <rf  certain  Claims,  a  Idll  from  the 
Honse  of  RepieseatativoB  fat  the,  dkc, 

read                                         •  338 
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Ii|«idfttion  of  certuo  Cliimt— continaed.  Pa(0< 
read  a  MCood  time,  snd  rafened  •  -  3S9 
reported  with  an  enundnwoC  -  -  -  STB 
m  third  readiog  negetived  -      -      -      •  817 

Little  Oull  labDd.  (8ee  JUbuUckng  Ugki^ 
kouMa.) 

Livingetoiii  Cornelia,  end  odiere,  Mr.  King  pre- 

eentcd  the  petition  of,  referred      -      -  4S 
committee  discherged      ....  366 
LcMtion  of  •  Road,  Mr.  Ragglee  ntbmittid  a 

reeolntioQ  coucerniog  the      -      ■      >  180 

agreed  to  183 

LongdoD,  JohB)  and  otben^  Mr.  Taylor  [manU 

ed  the  petition  of,  referred  -  •  -  3S 
another  Aom  the  Mmoi  referred  as  above  -  85 
committee  dieeharged  from  their  further  con- 

aidetation  398 

LMlgitad*  of  the  Capitol,  a  reeoIutiOQ  from  the 
HouH  of  Repreaentativea,  re<iaeeting  the 
Frendcot  of  the  United  Statee  to  caoeo 
fiirUur  obaerrationa  to  be  made^  to  aaeer- 

tain  the,  read  847 

read  a  aeooDd  time  S61 

a  third  reading  negatived  .      -      .      -  361 
Lmgatreth,  Thomas  H.,  and  others,  Mr.  Hoberta 
^eeentedthe  memorial  and  remonetrance 
of,  againat  certain  datiea,  refertad  -      -  S99 
,  Lean  is,  GastaToe,  a  IhII  from  the  Hoaee  of  Rep* 

lesentativea  for  relief  oC,  read  •  -  ISO 
raad  a  aeeond  tim^  and  lefacied  -  -  183 
nported  witfaoot  amendaient  -  .  -  188 
enlered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  •  .  IM 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  S04 
Loomia,  Erastae,  a  bill  Ixom  the  Hoose  of  Repre* 

eaaUtivea  for  relief  of  -  -  -  .  2U6 
read  and  pasfcd  to  a  second  reading  -  -  207 
.read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  209 
reported  withoBt  amendment  •  •  •  311 
read  a  tlutd  timo,  and  paamd  ...  338 
Lost  Certificates  of  Loan,  a  report  from  the  8e<^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  solgeet  of, 

hid  on  the  taUe  103 

Loat  MiliUry  Land  Wairanta,  a  Ull  frtm  the 
House  of  Reprceentatives  providing  for 

eaaee  of,  Ac  338 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -      -  330 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       .      -  383 
nported  without  amendment    ...  885 
oiueied  to  a  third  reading  ....  857 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  881 
Lota  in  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  a  bill  anthoris> 
ing  the  sale  of  certain,  the  property  of  the 
United  BUtes,  read      ....  300 
read  a  second  time   .....  304 


Louisiana — continued.  Aige. 
Mr.  F.  presented,  also,  a  resolalion  of  Ae 
same,  rejecting  the  amendments  proposed 
hj  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,       -  885 
Lorewell,  Robert,  Mr.  Chace  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .....  147 
committee  discharged 


-  384 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Iiottery  in  Georgetown,  D.  C,  a  btll  to  aathMiie 
n,  read  » 

rend  a  aeeond  time,  third  reading  negatived 
X'tnilaiana,  a  Inll  from  the  Honse  of  Reiffesenta. 
Uvea  confirming  certain  dainui  to  land  in 
the  weatem  district  of,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendmeata  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

TMd  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Mr*  Rowenlin  preiaiteda  roaolutionaf  the 
Lcgialatare  e^  disapproving  the  aMnd- 
■Mnk  pmpeoad  by  Oeoi|in  to  the  Oouti. 
tattoQ  


M. 


839 
343 

45 
90 


833 
836 
843 
367 
863 


Macon,  Nathaniel,  produced  bis  credentials,  as  a 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  in  place  of 
Francis  Loeke,  raaigaed       -      -      .  31 
speedi  of,  on  the  Oommerdal  Convention  •  74 
00  the  Compensation  bill  .      -      .    186, 189 
on  a  prepoaad  amendm^t  of  the  Oonethn. 

tion  219 

Malcom,  Heory,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  Repre* 

sentatives  for  relief  of  ...  ■  850 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  -  368 
read  a  second  time,  and  reforred  -  .  .  875 
reported  without  amendment  ...  WS 
die  third  reading  negatived      >  .  384 

Manac,  Samael,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

aentativea  for  relief  of,  read   ...  885 
read  a  second  timet  end  referred       .      .  838 
reported  without  amendment    ...  333 
'  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  867 
read  a  third  time,  and  psssed    ...  863 
Mannfacturea,  appointment  ofaaeleet  committee 

on  SO 

Marqnand,  Joseph,  the  memorial  ot,  reforred     -  381. 
committee  discharged      ....  864 

Marine  HosfutaK  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  City  Coondl  of  Cbarleaton, 
Soath  CareUna,  respecting  n,at  lhatirinee 
referred        ......  44 

Maritime  Precincts  of  the  United  StateS)  a  Mil 

concerning  the,  read     ....  307 

read  a  second  timo   .....  810 

Martin,  Charies,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  <tf  Repre. 

Bentatives  for  relief  of,  read  •  -  .  83 
read  a  seeond  time,  and  refemd  .  .  88 
reported  without  amendment  ...  |01 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  108 
read  a  third  time,  and  pusrd  ...  104 
Mason,  Jeremiah,  of  New  Hampshire,  took  his 

■eat  84 

^eech  o(  on  a  pn^Mised  amendment  of  the 
Constitation .      .....  gu 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Lacock's  motion  to  amend 
theasme      ......  328 

speech  o(  on  the  United  Sutes  Bank  bill  -  380 
speech  0^  in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour    >      .  344 
Mason,  Armistead  T.,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  Viiginia,  in  place  of 
William  B.  Giles,  resigned,  produced  his 
oredentiala,  Ac.    .....  90 

speech  o(  on  the  Cwnpensation  bill  •      -  199 
speech  of,  in  refriy  to  Mr.  Dana.       -      -  303 
Maxwell,  John  P.  and  Hngh  M.,  a  UU  bom  tbo 
House  of  RepreseatatiTes  for  the  beusGt 

of,  read  838 

read  a  seeond  time,  and  referred  •  836 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  diinl  reading  .      .      -      .      .  860 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  862 
Meaaage,  ttw  Piesldenl'a  annuid      -      -      -  13 
one  thoaaand  and  fifty  oofdea  orderedto  be 

prfailed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate   -      .  IB 
wtonce  of  the,  to  eelect  commhtan  -      .  I* 
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Middl«MZ  Csoal.  MaMichuMMs,  Mr.  Tkonpmi 
praMDted  the  memorial  o(  refcrwd 
cmamiuee  dieebmrged      >      .      .  . 
MiddletowDt  CooMelieot,  ■  HtUioB  prtyinv 
that,  B»j  be  oomtilated  a  port  of  entry, 
ffsrni  to  •  select  conmiltoe 
■  IhII  to  thnl  e&el,  reed  - 
read  a  second  time  - 
ordered  to  a  third  retdiny 
mad  «  third  time,  and  |>uaed  - 
retaraed  from  the  Hooaaof  RepreaeMativea 
with  •maadneots,  and  ceneamd  im 
MlHtaiy  AflUra,  apfKHOtmaat  at  a  aatoot  eoB- 

mittoe  oa  

mytary  Bounty  Laoda,  a  bill  from  the  HoBae 
«f  Rapraaaotativea  to  anthotixe  the  aurt^ 
of  two  miUioni  of  acrea,  in  Ilea  lit  that 
qaantity  heretofore  tatheritad  to  bo  rar* 
ve^ed  Id  Michigan       -      .      .  . 
read,  and  paaeed  to  a  aeoond  reading 
read  a  aecood  time,  and  reftrrad 
roportod  without  amendmeot  •      -  « 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed    «      -  ■ 
lHteai7  Gttabliabmont,  Mr.  Wil«>D  aabmittod  a 
reaoluiion  reqaoating  the  Preaident  of  the 
United  8ute«  to  cauao  to  be  laid  befcfo 
the  Senate  a  eutenent  of  the  namber  of 
effieare  &c.,  eompoaiog  the   -      «  - 
resolution  amended  and  agreed  to     -  - 
a  letter  from  the  Seeretarjr  of  War,  with  the 

atatement  aaked  fbr 
a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of  RepreaMitativee, 
making  appropriattooa  far  support  of  Ihe^ 
read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred       •  - 
reported  with  an  amendment    >      •  • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed,  aa  amended 
Military  £aUbliahmeBt  of  178S,  and  other  years, 
eaumerated;  Mr.  Tiehenor  presented  a 
leaolation  direetiog  the  Saeretaiy  of  Wai 
to  report,  withoat  delay,  a  atalement  of  Ae 
reaoluiion  agreed  to  - 
Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  to  exUnd  the  ttmi* 
lur  locating,  dtc.,  read  .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  rebrreU 
reported  with  ameadmenia  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
lead  a  third  lime,  and  puaed  ... 
vote  reconsidered,  and  nil  again  paaeed 
Hltttary  Peace  EataMiahment,  Mr.  Wilaon  a«b- 

mitted  a  reaolotiim  relive  to  the  • 
Military  Serrtoe,  during  the  late  wiCr,  a  bUI  Aou 
the  House  of  R^reaentaUvea  maUnf  far- 
ther proviaioB  for,  read 


Pege 

SS9 

316 


MO 
S75 
«78 

aes 

S06 
338 


SO 


330 
383 
88.1 
8M 
884 


98 

100 

-  171 


876 
881 
30fi 
343 
346 


301 
303 

170 
177 
806 
308 
309 
311 

304 


149 


Militia — conlHiDed.  ?i|a. 
annual  atatemeat  of  the,  ttaBamhtad  ty  ihi 

Preaident  of  the  United  Stitsa     -     •  IN 
Mr.  Wilson  aubmiited  a  reaolation  to  nfe 
tin  aiuBo  to  the  above  eonmittas  aiih 
instraetiona  -     -  .     .    .  m 

reeetmiM  agreed  to  W 

a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of  RepieaeatMivai  tr 

relief  of  the  iuTalida  of  IM,  read    •     •  tn 
read  a  eaeond  time,  and  rriened  •  WL 

(See  iMaiid  Pauimi.) 
a  Ull  concerning  the  annual  sam  tmofn- 
ated  fiRraimiac,etnippiag,lke.,»e,iMl  Pt 


read  a  aecond  time  1S7 


reported  without  amendment  • 
recommitted  to  the  Military  Cemmittae 
reported  with  amendmaata      .      .  • 
Oldaied  to  a  third  readiag  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  negatived 
Mimia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  die 
the  Proaident  pro  Uin.  eommunteated  rei. 
olutiona  of  the  State  of  Ohio  concerning' 
the  organizing,  arming,  and  equif^og  the^ 
referred  to  the  committee  above  nanwd  • 
a  bill  lor  calling  forth  the,  to  anppr—  inanr* 
rectiena.  Ac,  read  .... 
read  a  eoeond  time  .      .      .      .  • 


161 
S68 
B7» 
307 
810 
80 


138 

167 
188 


read  a  third  lime  ~.  ~~  .  -  ■  >  Ml 
ordered  to  a  third  leading  .  .    .  M 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    •     •     -  M 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreaiaWlwi 
fbr  payment  tit  the,  in  cOTtain  oaaea,  mi 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
repeited  witbeot  amendment  • 
ordered  to  a  third  readiag  .      .     •  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiaad  • 
Maier,  HnmiDg^  and  othera,  Mr.  SaniM  jn- 
aented  the  petitioai  of,  refernd     •  • 
MUnor.  Jaaaea.   tHee  Ab^itun  ^  fflbagry.) 
Miner,  Manaaaeh,  a  Inli  ftom  the  fionw  tf 
Kepreeentativea  for  relief  of,  read  ■ 
read  a  aeeand  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  aoMndment  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .     -     -  - 
read  a  third  time,  auid  paaaed  ai  aiaflidwl 
Mint,  a  meaaage  tranamttting  the  aanul  npeit 

aftha  

Miaaiaaipin  Teirileiy,  tha  memorid  of  tte  I* 
gialature  o^  praying  fintbtt  tiari  leoas* 
plele  payments,  &c.,  referred 
committee  diicherged       .      .     -  • 
Mr.  Brown  preaeoted  the  memorid  the 
sem^  praytDg  to  be  altowcd  an  adWoiri 
jadim  refeirad      .      .      .     •  • 
a  bill  from  tho  HoiM»of  Bapnamtatiw>r 
the  relief  of  certain  pordwaan  of  bid  it 
read,  and  paaaed  to  a  aeoond  reefing 
read  a  aeoond  time*  and  rafenad 
reported  without  amendment  • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  tliird  time,  and  passed  • 
a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  Representati 
enable  the  peoide  of,  to  fena  a  o»artita> 
lien,  dkc,  $K  admiarioB  Into  iba  Oiim, 

read  JJ 

read  a  second  thae,  and  referred  ■  *" 

Mr.  Daggett  auboiitted  a  taeolotieB  inMra€t> 
ing  said  committee  to  aaoartalB 
port  the  actual  number  efiahabitalitiiB 
amended  and  agreed  to    -      •     .  • 
the  bin  mentioned  above  report^  wMhMR 

amendment  -  •      *     *     *  S 

indefinitely  poatpimed  -     "  _  ' 

Miaaouri  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  HoHt  of  Mj' 
laaMiUtivas  to  alter  oaMaia  paM«f 
act  for  the  government  of,  read  • 
read  a  aecond  time,  aad  refernd 
reported  without  amendment  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  poaed    -     -  * 
Mitchell,  Rtehard,  Mr.  Williama  praaealad  the  ^ 
petition     rtSmti      •     *     *    '  ni 
abillfcrreliafo^read     -     '     *     '  MT 
read  a  aeeood  time  .     -     •     ■  ' 
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Mitchell,  Richard— oontinaecl.  Page, 
ordered  to  a  thud  reading        -      -      -  163 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -  166 
Mony,  George,  and  othera,  Mr.  Roberts  preiented 

the  memorial  of,  rcferrod      -  -  95 

Moore,  Gabriel,  Speaker  of  the  Honae  of  Rep- 
reaentatives  of  Misaiwippi  Territory,  a 
memorial  of,  read  -     .-      -      -      -  93 
Mofriiatt,  Williami     1>>II         the  Home  of 

RepreaentaUm  for  the  relief  of,  read    -  SB 
lead  a  aeeoDd  time,  and  refened 
nported  with  an  amendment    -      -      •  134 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  188 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed    ...  183 
Morgan,  Zacqaill,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Rep- 
lesentatiTca  for  Uie  relief  of  the  widow 
and  minor  children  of,  read  -  806 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred       -      -  309 
reported  without  amendment    -  818 
indeflnitdT  poatponed      ....  a 
Morrow,  Jcremiin,  of  Ohio,  took  hia  seat  -      -  16 
Mowtj*  Jabei^  and  others  a  reeolation  from  the 
Honae  of  Rqireeentattvee  to  indemnify, 
read  -      -      -  320 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred  -  -  828 
reported  with  ameodmente  ...  sSfi 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  8M 
nad  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended  808 
Mamjt  Tbomaai  Mr.  Roberts  pceaented  the 

Dioritl  of,  referred        ....  30 
committee  discharged      ....  880 
MeClellan.  Matthew  W.,  Mr.  WUIiama  praaeni- 

ed  the  petition  of,  referred     ...  93 
oommittee  discharged       ....  864 
McConnell,  Matthew,  and  othera,  Mr.  Roberta 

presented  the  memorial  of,  referred       -  193 
HcKinny,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberta  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read    ...  80 
MeMuUoo,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberta  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  reArred      -      -  84 

N. 

Xaverio,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti- 
tioo  of  the  attorney  o^  referred  to  a  select 
committee    -      •      -      -      ^      -  IS 
a  bill  for  the  reliefer  read       ...  93 
lead  a  aecood  time  .....  9s 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       .      .      .  gg 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasted    ...  lOl 
NatiM><il  Seminar;  of  Learning,  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  appointment  of  a  select 
committee  on  a     -      •      -      •      -  SI 
Matoialiaation,  a  bill  relating  to  evidenoe  in  cases 

of,  reed        ......  37 

reed  a  sacsnd  time,  and  refemd      •      -  S9 
raperlid  with  uMndmcnta      ...  33: 
onlared  to  a  ibitd  reading       ...  36 
md  a  AM  tioM,  and  passed   •  -  41 

retomed  fVom  the  Hoosa  of  Representatiree 
with  amendments  .....  307 

read,  and  eoocomd  in     -      -      •      -  309 
Mr.  Wilson  sabmltted  a  reselotion  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  ravisiog  the  eewal  a<rts  in  relation  to  86' 
unod  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  40 
Mr.  Dana  nported  a  resolntion  to  pint  the 

laws  relating  to,  lead    -      .      .      .  S7S 
laad  a  second  time,  and  wdarad  to  a  AM 
xeadki^       ......  age 

nid  a  thud  time^  and  paniA  ...  MM 


Page. 

Naval  Afiaira,  appointment  of  s  select  oommit- 
tee on-      -      -      -      -      -  -SO 

NaTsl  Officers,  a  bill  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  certain,  read    ...  .41 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  %  third 

reading  43 
read  a  third  time,  end  passed  44 
Navigation,  a  bill  to  establish  a  system  of,  read  178 
read  a  aeeond  lime  .....  188 

debate  on  the  bill  SS8 

ordered  to  s  tbird  reading       ...  387 
read  a  third  time,  end  passed    -      .      -  388 
Navy,  reporte  from  the  Secretety  of  the   -      -  31 
that  eoneerning  the  increase  of  the,  referred 

to  the  Naval  Committee  -  -  -  SO 
a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Representatirss  Ibr 

the  support  of  (he,  read  ...  S7S 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  ...  381 
reported  without  amendment    -  >  396 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  -  .  841 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiaed  ...  841 
a  bill  from  the  Howe  of  Representativee  fhr 

the  gradual  increase  of  the,  read  •  >  830 
read  a  thinl  time,  and  referred  -  333 
reported  with  an  amendment  ...  886 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  864 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasted  as  amended  -  368 
Navy  Pension  Pond,  annual  statement  ef  the 

oommiiBieDers  of  the     ....  ]87 
a  bill  in  relation  to  the,  read     ...  164 
read  a  aeeond  time    .....  167 
ordered  to  V  third  reading  -      -     '-      -  171 
read  a  third  time,  and  patted    ...  |T8 
Navy  Penaioners,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Rep- 
rssentativea  placing  certain  persona  on  the 
list  of,  read   .      .      .      .  -     .      -  386 
rtMid  a  second  time,  and  teferred      •  .848 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  S58 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      .      ■  363 
Nebinger,  George,  a  bill  from  the  Hooee  of  Re|K 

resenUtives  for  relief  of,  read  -  .  .  88 
read  a  second  time  .....  M 
reHtrred  to  a  select  cMnmittce  ...  88 
that  committee  discharged,  and  the  bill  re* 

ferred  to  the  Finance  Committee  -      -  138 
reported  without  amendment    .      .  164 
referred  to  another  committee   ...  168 
iqiorted  with  an  amendment    ...  38T 
m^ered  to  a  third  reading  ....  398 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  8IB 
New  Building,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Horaey,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  Uie,  on  Capitol  Hill,  oflered  fcr 
Aoaoeommodatien  ef  Congress    .      .  10 
report  of  said  oommittee,  and  a  bill  to  an. 
thortze  the  Pteaideot  to  leese  ibe  said 
building,  Ac,  read  -      •  18 

a  lull  from  the  Hooie  of  Bepceeantalivae  to 
the  same  efibet,  read  thrae  tlme^  and 
peesed  ..--...19 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Daggett,  a  reaohitton 
passed  to  meet  in  the    -      •      •  -31 
Newell,  Joeeph  8.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resentotivesfcr  relief  of,  read  ...  888 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  840 

reported  without  amendment  »  .  .  844 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  «...  868 
read  a  thisd  timo,  wad  pamil    -      •      .  861 
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N«w  Orisuw,  Mr.  Framentin  (mMntsd  Uw  !»• 

tition  ofth«  Miyor.&c,  of   ...  SO 
N»Ttg«Uon  OomptDy,  Mr.  Fromeodn  dM 

prflNDletl  the  meiDorial  of  the,  referred   -  24 
a  bill  eonfinBinf  to  the,  tbo  um  trf'  a  lot  is 

Mid  city,  read      ...      -      -  86 
md  a  Mcood  tine   .....  36 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  41 
read  a  third  time,  and  pwMd    .      .      .  4S 
Nmnpapan,  the  usual  order  paaaod  for  th*  np- 

ply  of  II 

N«w  York,  Mr.  King  proMoted  a  memorial  of 

the  city  of,  rafemd       -      -      -      -  90 
a  bill  ooooaming  adtaucaa  oia3a  by  tiio  ciQr 

of,  rwd  166 

read  a  eecond  tine  .....  167 
nferred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  •  .  ITS 
MDort  of  aaid  officer  tbetooD  ...  184 
fmmd  to  the  Ooaunittea  oo  MiKtaiy  Af. 

ftin  383 

a  bill  eoneerniag  eartain  United  Statea  coorte 

in  the  State  o^nad      •      -      •  -106 
reed  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  tlutd 

reading  .  <  Itfi 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     ...  137 
Mr.  King  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Mayor,  Ac,  of  the  city  o(  respecting  the 

duty  on  coal,  read  830 

Nwtliwest  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Barbour  conmonieated 
a  resolaiion  of  lb*  L^taUtnra  of  Virginia, 
praiwaiog  to  eode  to  the  Uoitml  States  her 

tenitory  36 

Noone,  Joeepb,  the  metaorial  of,  referred  -      •  314 
(See  Mtgitter  of  ike  TVeotury.) 

O. 

Onyngt  Patrick,  AUgail,  and  Edwd,  a  MB 
from  the  House  of  BepieaenttliTea  fyt  the 
relief  of,  read        ....      -  306 
read  a  second  time,  and  refeiired  -  808 

reported  without  amendment    ...  313 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  397 
Ohio,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Legielatare  of,  to 
sell  a  certain  tract  of  lend  reserved  for  the 
use  of  said  State,  read   ....  339 

nad  a  aeeond  tine  386 

ttderad  to  a  tblid  reading  ....  350 
tead  a  third  time,  and  pMsed    •      •      *  353 
CXYmIo,  William,  and  Bobert  Taylor.  Mr.  Tur- 
ner presented  the  polition  tf,  nierred     -  44 
O'Meil,  Bernard.  Mr.  Ool^bMoogh  preeented  the 

petition  of;  referred       ....  SOB 
oonmittee  discharged       ....  864 
OfdiuuMe  and  Otdnanoe  Storey  a  IhU  finm  the 
Hooie  <^  ReiffeseBtatlTea  maltiBg 
priationsier  186 
nad,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -  .186 
nad  a  second  time,  and  refiHrod       -  .188 
Mfwrted  wiUi  amendmenta  .164 
«Nered  to  a  third  reading  -      .      ■      ■  169 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  160 
Ol^ian  Asylum  of  Washington,  Mr.  Roberts  pr^ 
eented  the  petition  of  the  trustees  of  thc^ 
referred  to  a  select  committee       •      -  34 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the»  read    •      •      -  177 
nad  a  oeeood  time  .....  180 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      ...  184 
Otis,  John,  attorney  of  William  Otis,  Mr.  Tap- 

nnm  pMwntod  the  patiiion  oft  iiftinil  •  368 
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Owners  of  Goods  entered  at  Hampden,  District 
of  Maine,  e  biO  ftom  the  Honse  Ropce* 
sentatives  for  retiefof,  read  ... 
reed  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  wilhoot  amendment  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

P. 

Palmer,  Asher,  a  bill  from  the  Hons*  m(  Bepsa 

senUtiTee  for  relief  of^  read  •  •  .IN 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  .  M 
reported  without  amendment  .  -  -  HI 
ocoercd  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  •  Ml 
read  a  third  time,  and  posed  •  •  .  lO 
Parke.  Solomon,  and  oUuss,  Mr.  Lacod  pto- 

sented  the  petition  of    .      -       -      .  M 
Patent  Office,  a  Message  from  the  Premdent  of 
the  United  States  recommendins  Uw  «e- 
tabtishment  of  a,  read   -      *  -  3tt 

referred  to  a  select  committee  •■  -  •  3SI 
committee  discharged       ....  9B8 

Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Daggett  pro* 

sented  the  memorial  of,  referred     .       .  180 
committee  discharged       .      .      -      _  964 

Pattorson,  WiUiem  and  Robert,  Mr.  Harper  prv- 
sented  Uie  prtition  eft  referred 
committee  discharged 
Pay  of  Senators  and  Representatifes,  Mr.  Dann 
eubmitted  a  resolution  concenung  the 
indefinitely  postponed  .... 
Penitentiary,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  memorial . 
of  the  LeTy  Court  of  Weshiogton  county, 
D.  C,  praying  the  establishment  of  a,  re 

ferred  tt 

Pennsylrania,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Laceck,  a  com- 
mittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  dividing  the  State  oft  into 
two  districts,        ...      .  .106 
a  bill  to  that  eflect  reported,  and  read.      -  148 

rend  a  eecond  time  167 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee  -  -  391 
committee  discharged  -  891 

Pension  Agento,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repro- 
sentatives  for  the  appointment  oft  in  those 
States  where  there  is  no  Uonmiaoiooer'  of 
Loans,  read  -  .  378 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  .381 
npnted  without  amendment    •  >  SM 

ordered  to  a  tltird  reading  ...  .817 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .      -  .8(3 

Pensions,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow*  n  mmmift. 
tee  was  appointed  to  inquire  wbU  pro*^ 
rion  is  necessary  to  be  made  for  the  pe^ 
ment  oft  in  States  having  no  CommiasioM- 
•refLoans  -      -  -  91 

(See  article  immediately  preceding.) 
'Pieiflon,  Lieut.  Coi.  John  L.,  Mr.  Roberts  pre- 
sented the  petition  oft  referred 
an  adverse  repMt  thereon  concurred  in 

Pitkin'e  Statistical  View  of  the  Oommorce  of 
the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kin(, 
Uie  Sectary  of  ttie  Ssnete  wae  ordered 
to  proeure,  for  the  use  of  said  Iwdy,  Aw 
pppioa  cf 

Purtar,  Ca^n  Da*id^  Mr.  Brown  preawtod  tha 

patitiattoftnlM     ....  81 
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Mtage,  a  bill  from  the  Uanse  of  Rvpnaenta- 
tives.  to  repeal  the  sdditionat  dutieH  on, 
read     -------  W 

read  a  second  time,  and  reforred       -      •  96 
ordered  to  a  (bird  reading  •      -      -      -  101 
xaid  «  third  tims,  and  puwed     -      .      .  103 
Mt  Office  EatidtliabraeDt,  ■  bill  from  the  Hoom 
of  ItcpnMntatiT«ai  io  addition  to  the  act 
to  relate  the,  read  •      -  171 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  177 
reported  with  ameadments       -      •      -  SIS 

recommitted  S34 

reported  nith  further  amendimnlai  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  raadiog        -      -      -  '  S49 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaeJ  u  amended  -  S63 
a  meaaaga  wu  aent  to  the  House  ttf  Repre- 
aentatives,  informing  them,  that  an  omii- 
non  had  been  made  in  engrossing  the 
amendments,  and  requesting  the  bill  to 
be  returned,  which  was  dono        -  354 
the  omission  supplied,  and  bill  sent  back  to 

the  House  of  RepresontatiTes  -  257 

Uw  House  of  RefHrraentatiTes  agreed,  with 
an  amendment,  which  waa  conenned  in  •  S79 
Mt  Roads,  a      firom  the  Rome  of  Ropraaant- 

atives,  to  esublish  cwlain.  read     -      -  818 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  re^rred       -      •  38S 
reported  with  amendments       -  383 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  366 
read  a  Uiird  lime,  and  passed  as  amended  -  353 
'    the  House  of  RepresentatiTea  eoneara,  ex- 
cept in  third  amendment      -  368 
the  Senate  receded   .....  868 
re-cmption,  n  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  Repreeent- 

atirea  concerning,  read  ....  888 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      -  340 
reported  without  amflndment    ...  848 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  858 
read  a  third  time,  ami  passed    -  361 
ivate  Banking  Institutions,  IMr.  Horse;  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  for  a  committee,  to  in- 
quire into  the  expednncj  of  yrohibiUng, 
b;  law,  all,  within  the  I^trict  of  Golam- 

bia  148 

modified,  and  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  162 
-opertj  lost,  Ac,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

reaenUtiTes,  to  authorke  payment  fbr,MU  8S 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  34 
reported  with  amendments  -  •  -  95 
amendments  read,  and  recommitted  -  -  1 03 
lepMtad,  with  other  amendments  •  124 

dwGUsaed,  and  fturtber  amended       •      >  306 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  S07 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  210 
the  House  of  Representatives  agreed  with 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in    •  SS7 
iblie  ]>ocument]i,  a  bill  aQthorising  a  subscrip- 
tion to  a  second  edition  of,  read     -      -  125 
reed  a  aecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reeding  187 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  182 
iblic  Lands,  a  bill  antborizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain, read  44 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  44 
referred  to  a  select  committee  45 
reported  with  an  amendment    -      -      -  89 
amendment  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  •! 


Public  Lands~-con tinned.  Pacel 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      •  M 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  a  committee  was  ap. 
pointed  to  iaqnire  into  the  expediencj  of 
extending  certain  privitegea  to  aettlers  on  136 
(See  Settlen  oii  LmA  nf  the  OntUd 
Slaiet.) 

Patnam,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Chase  presantod  thepe* 

tition  m,  refined   .....  14T 
committee  discharged       ....  384 

Q. 

Qaomm,  intetdiange  ot  measages  on  the  sulgeet 

of  a  10, » 

R. 

Radcliff,  William,  and  othera,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred      -      -  180 
committee  discharged  ...      -  838 
Rebuilding  of  Light-Houses,  dtc,  a  bill  firom  the 
House  of  RcpresentaUTea,  making  appr»< 
priaUons  for,  read  -      -      -  336 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  327 
reported  without  amendment  -  330 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  868 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  863 

Reed,  Rofos  8^  and  Daniel  Dobbin^  a  bill  from 
the  Honse  of  RepreaentatiTee  for  reUof  of, 

read  306 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      -  308 
reported  without  amendment    ...  818 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  348 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -  368 
Refugees  from  Canada,  dec,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTea,  providing  for 
the  sole  of  certain  lands  in  Ohio,  formerly 
set  apart  for,  read  .....  320 
read  r  second  time,  and  referred      -      -  833 
reported  without  amendment    -  335 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      -      .  867 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  868 
Register  of  the  Officers  of  the  Arm;  and  Snj, 
Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  to 
supply  each  member  of  the  Senate  with  a 
copy  of  the   -      -      -      -      -  .81 
amended,  and  agreed  to    -      -      -      -  38 
Register  of  Officers,  Civil  and  Military,  a  reao- 
latioa  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatives 
requiring  the  Secretary  of  State  to  eanee 
to  be  compiled  and  printed  one*  in  every 
two  years  a,  read  -      -      .      >      •  806 
read  a  second  time  -      -      -  810 

referred  to  a  select  committee  t  -  -  328 
reported  without  amendment  -  888 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  848 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased  ...  864 
Registw  of  the  I'reaaary,  n  bill  to  increaae  the 

salary  of  the,  &&,  read  -  -  -  -  388 
read  a  second  time  .....  338 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  868 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  368 
returned  from  the  Houso  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in  -  886 
Reilly,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  preaent- 

ed  the  petition  of,  refened     ...  31 
Removal  of  Judges,  a  resolution  to  amend  the 
Constitution  ao  as  to  pemit  the,  read  a  ' 
first  and  sto»nd  time    ....  1T8 
indefinitely  pofiponed      ....  SOS 
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«rto  pnMDtcd  lha  petition  of,  nftiMd   -  9S 

M  advMM  report  tbereon,  read  ...  183 

cODeidareil,  and  concarred  in  -  -  -  1S7 
Repuriog  ceitMD  RouU,  a  bill  firon  the  Houae 

of  Rcpraaentativc*  for,  read  -      -      -  M8 

read  a  Mcond  tine,  and  rafemd      -      -  MO 

Tcporled  without  amendment    -  344 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      -      .  S68 

read  a  third  time,  end  paned    •  361 
Revenae,  a  retolntien  fron  the  House  of  Repre< 
eeDlativee  for  the  more  effectual  collection 

of  the*  read  twice   368 

amended,  read  a  third  timct  and  pawed    -  371 
Rovanae  Catur  8nrv«yor,  a  bill  fram  the  Home 
of  Repreaentativee  allowing  pw  to  certain 

permni  made  priioneri  with  tne,  nad   -  888 

read  a  eecond  lime,  and  referred      •    .  -  840 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      ...  3qi 

read  a  third  time,  and  paeaed    ...  3fi2 
Sif  ht  of  Appeel,  a  bill  to  limit  the,  from  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  Dialrict  of  Columlna,  to 

a  mioinum  amount,  read     ...  139 

raid  a  weond  titna  -  -  .  .  -  140 
onleied  to  a  third  reading  •      -      -  .143 

referred  to  a  aelect  committee   .      -      .  188 

reported  with  amendment  ....  103 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      .      ■      .  804 

read  a  third  time,  and  paued   ...  807 
Roada  and  CenaU,  appoiatmeat  of  a  eelect  com- 
mittee on  31 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Horeey,  certain  papers 

relating  to,  were  ordered  to  be  printed   -  48 
a  tdll  making  appropriations  for  the  coo- 

itruction  of  certain,  read       ...  107 


read  a  second  time,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  148 
read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitely  postponed  800 
Road  from  Washington,  Penna;lvania,  to  San- 
duak;  Ba; ;  the  Committee  on  Roada  and 
Caoala,  00  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  were 
insuucted  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency 
0f  malting  a  -      •      .      .    .  -      .  806 
committee  discharged      .      -      .      .  818 
«  bUl  to  alter  the,  therein  deaeribed,  itad  -  889 
read  a  aeeond  time  .....  834 

Ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  8fi3 

read  a  third  time,  and  paseed    ...  353 
a  hill  from  the  House  of  Re^iresentatiTea  for 
•nrveying  and  making  a,  in  the  Tenitory 
ofllliooia.  read     .....  388 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      -  840 
reported  without  amendment    •      -      •  844 
ordertd  to  a  third  reading  ....  868 

rmd  a  third  time,  and  miead   -      -      -  801 
Roberta,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Commarual  Con- 
vention ...... 

lemarks  o£  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  tiie 

Orphan  Asylum  189 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  -      >  SOS 
Roberts,  George,  and  others ;  Mr.  Roberts  pre- 
sented the  memorial  0^  referred    •      .  97 
committee  diadumd      -      •      -      .  130 
Roberleon,  Catbwrino,  Mr.  Roberto  pioaeated  the 

memorial  o(  reftrrad    ....  95 
adverse  report  thereon     ....  134 
Rodgers,  Ooaraodore  John,  a  bill  from  the  Howe 
«f  RepresentatiTea  to  indemnity  the  wre- 
ties  of,  read  twice,  third  reading  orderod  -  188 
toad  a  thfad  time,  aad  pwMd   ...  186 


Pkfa. 

Roger,  Privateer,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^ 
resentatiToe  eoneerniog  tlio  ownen>  offi- 
cers, and  crew,  of  tiw   ....  338 
read,  and  passed  to  a  eeoond  reading  •      .  380 
read  a  second  tiote,  and  referred      •      >  383 
with  amondmenia             •      -  SM 
to  a  third  reading .      •      •  .857 
rood  a  third  time,  and  pMaed  ao  omondod  -  80 
Rogeist  J^n,  and  others,  a  bill  from  tho  Hoaaa 
of  RepreMntallTes,  authorismg  payauAfc 
of  a  sum  of  money  tn,  read   >      <•      .  838 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      •       ■  846 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      •      *  8K 
'read  a  third  time,  and  passod    -      *      >  811 
Rogora,  ionathtD,  Jb,  a  bill  ficooa  tho  Hmao  at 

RopBeaentatitea  for  the  relief  of,  read     •>  88 
md  a  aooond  tiae,  and  referred  ..91 

TOportod  without  amendment    -      .      .  K 

roeommiUed  to  a  aeiect  OonmiUao     .      ■  96 

reported  without  amendment    -      -      -  131 

ofdeted  to  a  third  reading  ■      •      .      -  139 

read  a  third  timo,  and  passed  •  •  -  140 
Rondi*  Denis  de  la,  Mr.  Fromeotia  praaeotod  tho 

palitioa  0^  refemd      -      -      •      -  S8 

leavo  granted  to  withdraw  tho  petition     -  IC7 
ANi,Charico,and  Samnol  Brack,  a  hill  from  tko 
HoOBO  of  R^mentativea  for  tho  relief  of 

read  -      -  806 

road  a  aeeond  time,  and  refenod      .      -  809 

reported  with  amendments      •      -      >  313 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .      .      -      .  345 

read  a  third  time,  and  paeaed  as  amendod  -  353 
Soas,aoorge  T.,  and  Daniel  T.  PattMraMB,  n  bill 
from  the  Honso  of  Rcpreaentativeo  for  tha 
relief  of,  and  the  officers  and  man  btelj 

under  their  command,  read  ...  347 

read  a  eecond  time,  and  rofetnd  .  •  361 
reported  without  amendment,  road  n  third 

time,  and  paeaed  •      .      -      -      .  800 
Rossier,  George,  and  othera,  Mr.  Sanford  pr»- 

aented  the  petition  o^  referred      >  -104 

abill  for  the  relief  o(  road       ...  188 

read  a  aocood  timo  .....  I8f 

oiderod  to  a  third-reading  ....  184 
road  a  third  time,  and  jPMoid    -      .  .188 
Roxboigfa,  Alounder,  a  biU  fiom  Ifaa  Homo  of 
Ropresootativao  fer  the  nliBf  of  tho  Win 

of,  read   311 

read  a  seoond  time,  and  referred      -      ■•  314 

reported  without  amendment    ...  8M 

ordered  to  a  tliird  reading        ...  sii 

'  read  a  third  tiracaad  piioad  ...  80 
Radolpb,  John,  Mr.  Hon^y  jiMmiiA  tho  pott- 

tioD4(ioAn«d    .      -      .      .      .  14T 
cowBittoe  diediargod      ...  .364 

Rnggle%  Benjamin,  of  OWa,  took  his  aaafc  10 
Ryan,  Lowia,  and  irthor^  Mr.  Roberta  proMMfeod 

the  petition  o(  refened  -      ...  0 
Rymei,Ds'nd,  andotbenb  Mr.  Hom^  praaonlad 

the  memociai  ot,  referred             -      >  141 

a. 

Salarte^  a  bill  from  tiie  Heose  of  Reproaentn- 
tioaa  cendnaing  the,  of  certain  officen. 


read  -  .      .  176 

read  a  second  time,  and  rofeirad  .  •  881 
reported  without  amendmont  ...  847 
ordered  to  a  third  roading  .      -  898 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  -      -  .961 
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Senaie  ProceedingM  and  Debates. 


SalariM — cODtinned.  Page, 
of  Seuftte  oHicen,  Mr.  Fromentin  submiU 
ted  B  resolution  for  ■  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  increuiiig  the   •  35 
■freed  to,  kdu  a  committee  ippoioted  88 
«  bili  to  fix  the,  read        ....  41 
read  1  wcond  tim^  and  reoommitled        -  45 
reported  whh  an  amendment    ■      .      -  44 
recommitted  to  a  commiuefl  of  five    -      -  92 
(See  Increase  of  Sa/ariea.') 
Sale  of  a  Uact  of  land,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Bepreeentatives  to  authorize  the,  at  the 
Britiih  fort  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake, 
read    -      -      -      -      .      -  -811 
read  a  aocond  time,  aod  referred       -      -  814 
reported  without  amendmenC  -  8S3 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  349 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed    ...  S03 
a  bill  from  the  aame  providing  for  the,  at 

the  lower  rapide  of  SandoBky  rivtf,  read  311 
read  a  second  time,  and  leferrad      -      -  314 
repofted  without  amendment   •      .      -  3S1 
aidored  to  a  third  reading        ...  349 
read  •  third  time,  and  paaaad    ...  853 
8$Jt,  on  motion  ttf  Mr.  Macon»  the  SecnUiy  of 
the  Treaanry  waa  directed  to  report  a 
Aat«ffleDt  of  the  whole  amoantofdutj 
Mid  on,  firom  the  eataUiahment  of  the 
GoTcmment,  &c  -      -      ...  96 
report  of  that  oiBcer  in  obedience      -      -  106 
Saofimli  Nathan,  a  Senator  from  New  York, 

protlaced  bis  credentials,  &c  9 
mnarfcs  of.  on  the  CompenaaUon  bill        -  187 
remarks  of,  on  the  United  States  Bank  biU  348 
SchBtle.  Caspar  C.  a  biU  bom  the  Honaa  of 
Representatives  authorizing  the  Oomp- 
truller  of  the  Treasury  to  cancel  certain 
export  bonds  executed  by,  read     •      -  316 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      -  319 
reported  without  amendment   ...  364 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      -      -  366 
Scrtpturee,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenU- 
tives  to  encourage  the  printing  and  gr^ 
toitous  distribution  of  the,  by  the  Bible 
societies  of  the  United  SMtea,  raad       -  811 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      •  815 
reporud  without  amendment   ...  320 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -  846 
read  a  tliird  time,  and  passed    ...  863 
Secretary  of  tl^  Sensta  and  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Repretentati?ee,  a  biU  firooi  the  Honso 
of  Reproseatativea  fixing  the  oompensa- 
tionofthe,  &c,read    -      -      •      -  833 
rend  a  second  time,  and  icArrod      -      -  386 
reported  with  amendmente      ...  339 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  860 
read  a  third  time,  and  paised  as  amended  868 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed  and 

the  Senate  insinted  on  their  amendment  366 
the  House  of  Representatives  also  insieted, 
and  the  Senate  aaked  n  conference,  whkh 

«as  agreed  to  867 

report  of  the  managers  accepted  by  both 

Houses  369 

">«nato,  lUt  of  members  present  at  the  opening  of 

the  session  9 
Bennt*  Chamber,  Mr.  Tait  submitted  a  resolution 
inatrncting  the  Committee  of  Accounts 
to  make  such  alterations  in  the,  as  may 
he  deemed  necessary     -      .      .  .36 

1.4th  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 6S 


Senate  Chamber— continued.  Page, 
resolution  agreed  to         ....  39 

Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  concerning 

the  repairs  of  the,        -  I67 
amended  aod  agreed  to    •      .      -      .  168 
the  committee  reported  a  reaolntion  eon. 
corning  the         .....  280 

concurred  in    .....      .  297 

8ergeant-at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper,  payment  for 

extra  horse  hire  ordered  to  the      -       •  873 
Settlers  on  lands  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  re- 
lating to,  read      .....  139 

read  a  second  time   •      •      .      •      .  140 
referred  to  a  committee    ....  148 

reported  without  amendmenta  ...  164 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  170 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed   -      .  ■   .  171 
Seventy-four,  estimate  of  the  expense  of  building 

and  equipping  a  48 
Bewail,  Robert,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  96 
committee  disdiarged      ....  364 

Shaler,  Ephraim,  a  hilt  from  the  House  of  Rep* 

reaentaUvei  for  relief  of,  read       •      -  806 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      •      .  809 
reported  without  amendment  -  814 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  846 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  368 
Shelby,  Governor,  a  reaolntion  directing  a  medal 
and  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  be  pre- 
sented to,  read     .....  263 

read  a  second  time   -    '  .      .      •      •  354 

recom  milled  -  884 

ShotMaoufactum^of  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Roberts 

presented  the  memorial  of  the       •      -  376 
Simpson,  Tobias,  a  gratuity  granted -to,  for  unl' 

form  good  conduct        ....  373 
Sims,  Walter,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred  29 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Cammisaioners  of 

the  136 

Sliter,  Titus  V.,  and  others,  Mr.  Wilson  pre- 
sented the  petition     r^rred      -      •  863 
8I00,  Thomas,  and  John  Caldwell,  Mr.  Brown 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred         -  34 
BoQth  Carolina  and  Georgia,  a  bill  firom  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives  concerning  the 
United  Statre  courts  in,  read        -      -  803 
read  a  second  time   .....  804 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -      -      -  387 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
declaring  the  aaaeat  of  Gongcaas  to  cer- 
tain acts  of.  read   .....  808 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      •      -  310 
reported  with  an  amendment  -      -      -  333 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -  360 
Spafibrd,  Amos,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives graotiog  the  right  of  pre- 

emptton  to,  read  815 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -      -  810 
reported  with  amendments       -      .      .  333 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       •      -      >  348 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed   -      -      -  85S 
Specie  Payments,  on  notion  of  Mr.  Varntim, 
the  Finance  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of,  for 

taxes,  &C.  137 

Mr.  Horsey  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing, by  private  banking  institutions,  die, 
in  Uie  Diitfkt  of  Columbia   ...  308 
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Senate  Proeeedkiga  and  Debaiee. 


8pfdc  Ptymcnts — eantinaed.  Page. 
reiolutioD  tgroed  to  •  -      •  S09 

a  bill  more  efleetatlly  to  provide  fer.  liy  the 
OiMrict  banks,  read      ....  SSI 

read  a  second  time   .....  836 

indeflnitel;  pottpoaed       -  3S4 
fitenford,  Richard,  a  message  from  the  House  of 

RepresenutiTes  announciog  the  deaih  of  309 
Stephenson,  Edmund,  ^r.  L acock  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred      ....  36S 

Slerens,  John,  Mr.  Condict  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred     -  167 
eommittee  discharged      .      .      -  .361 
SIrwart,  Uaplain  Charles,  for  bimself,  ofllcan, 
dkc,  Mr.  Lacoek  presented  the  memorisl 
o^  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee      .  9C 
a  resolaliun  from  ths  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tives requesting  ths  Presideat  to  present 
medals  to     -      -      ...      -  13( 
read,  and  passed  to  ■  saoood  reading        •  186 
read  a  second  time  .....  137 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        •      -  .141 
read  a  tbbd  time,  and  passed  ananilooDsIr  I4S 
Sliwart,  Joseph,  and  others,  a  bill  from  tu 
House  of  Represenutivei  aothorizing  paj- 
ment  of  a  sUm  of  monej  to,  read  -      -  38B 
read  a  second  time,  and  refemd       -      -  340 
reported  with  amendments       ...  848 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  3ft9 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused  aa  amended  •  368 
8taUileftdd,  lames,  and  Roswell  Im,  Mr.  Bar- 
boor  presented  the'memoiial  of     -      •  S86 
(See  Armoriet.') 
Snnday  Mails,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  a  petition 

againtt,  from  Penna^lvama   -      •      .  36 
another  prraented  hy  the  same         •  35 
anotJier  presented  from  the  Stato  of  Ohio  -  41 
another  by  Mr.  Williama,  from  Tennessee  00 
another  by  Mr.  Thonpaon,  ftom  New 
Hampshire  ......  Jif 

a  bill  concerning,  read,  and  its  second  read* 

ing  negatived  .TO 

Sopervieora  of  Clinton  County,  New  York,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 
lief of  the,  read     -      -  -      -  305 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      -  308 
reported  with  an  amendment    ...  3t3 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  84a 
md  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  aowiided  -  346 
SOrveyor  of  the  Public  Lands,  a  bill  fVom  the 
House  of  Rspresentstivetf  to  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  a,  in  Illinois  and  Mis- 
souri Tvrritory,  read      -  3S3 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      -  326 
reported  vritb  amendments       ...  836 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  357 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ai  amended  .  363 
Smtt,  Jemima,  Mr.  Mawm,  of  New  Hampdiire, 

^•sented  the  petition  oi;  read,  and  refened  167 

T. 

TUbot,  Isham,  of  Keotocky,  took  his  seat        -  30 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  military 
services  Sll 

Tallmadge,  Judge,  of  New  York,  a  message 
from  the  Honse  of  Re}HWontativ«s  re- 
questing tiiat  the  honorable  Nathan  Ssn- 
ford  may  be  permitted  to  attend  beforo 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
tho  official  eondnct  of  -      .      -      .  SOO 


Tdhnadge,  Judge-Hcontinuod. 

Mr.  King  submitted  a  reaoloHon,  complying 

with  the  request   -----  SIS 
which  was  amended,  end  agreed  to    •      -  810 
Tappan,  Arthur,  dec.  (Sea  FrotAingham,  J<An.) 
Tariff  of  Duties,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  on  the  subject  of  a  general     -  131 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry manufoctarers  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing Um  ^option  of  tiie  above,  roAnired  .  SK 
Taylor,  John,  ofSosth  Carolina,  took  his  seat  -  SI 
remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill      18R^  181 
remarks  of,  on  the  United  8utes  Bank  bfll  M7 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sanfbrd    -      •  M8 
Taylor  and  McNsal,  and  olhera,  a  bill  ftom  dw 
House  of  BepreeeDtatiTes  for  relief  of, 

read  3M 

read  a  third  time*  and  lefarred  ...  Mg 
lepwtad  withoBt  aineadaiMit  -  >  -  811 
ordered  to  a  tlurd  nading  .  8M 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  -  ItS 

Tknuwasee.  a  bill  to  aothoriaa  the  8tata  ni,  t» 

issue  grants,  dec,  read  •      -      -      -  SD7 
laad  a  second  time,  and  refiirred       -      -  814 
Tbaxter,  Levi,  and  others,  Mr.  Gore  preevntad 

the  memorial  of    -      -      -      -  Mt 
Thomas^  John  A.,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the 

petition  of,  raftncd  .  -  -  •  •88 
a  report  therein  .  -  -  -  .  w 
petitioB  rqecled  ....  .87 
Thompaoo,  John,  Mr.  Robwrta  praMotsd  the  p»< 
tition  of,  referred  .  ...  • 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  ...  -  167 
read  a  second  time  -  .  •  -  .  ifig 
the  third  reading  negatived  -       -  ITt 

Thompson,  Thomas  W.,  of  New  Hampahire, 

took  his  seat        .      .      -      _      -  8$ 
niompson.  Lalhrop,  and  others,  Mr.  8  an  lord 

presented  the  petition  of      •      -      -  106 
Tidienor,  Isaac,  a  Senator  from  Tmrnont,  wu 

qualified,  dec.       -  -  9 

Tilton,  Dr.  James,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred      -      -      -      -  46 
committee  discharged,  and  petition  referred 
to  the  Secretory  of  War       -  -  Itt 

Todd,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  House  tf  Repr*- 

sentotives  for  relief  of;  read  -  366 
read  a  second  time,  and  re&rrcd  •  .  888 
reported  without  amendment  ...  3tf 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  ggg 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  •  •  -  361 
Torrey,  Jesse,  Mr.  Gtanford  presented  dta  aw. 

morisi  of,  referred        -      .      -       .  uf 
committee  disidiarged       -      .      .       .  ftS 
Trade  and  lotercotrrae  with  the  Indian  IVibee,  a 
bill  from  the  House  snpplementaiy  to  the 
act  to  regulate,  read  3  886 

read  a  second  time,  and  tafivred       Z      .  381 
reported  without  ameDdmeat    -      .      .  881 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  836 
read  a  tiiird  time,  and  pawed    ...  861 
Transfers  and  Changes  of  Property,  a  MHfiom 
the  House  of  Aepresenutives  to  enlai^ 
tfae  time  for  asrertaiuing  the  annaal,  read  31 
read  a  second  time,  and  reftned       -      -  M 
reported  without  amendment    -      -'     -  41 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  *t 
nad  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  48 
Traaaiirar  of  the  United  Ekatea,  the  geneial  •e> 

ooQOt  of  the,  laid  M  the  table       -      -  8K 
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TmaxBTft  anonal  report  of  the  Secretuy  oT  the, 
read  - 

referred  b>  the  Finance  Committee  - 
■QDlher  report  from  the  Hme  - 
^ndmti,  Charles  L.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representative*  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
rqMnted  with  an  amendment  ... 
onlend  to  a  third  reading        -      -  . 
read  a  third  limfl,  and  pataed  as  amended  - 
TAraei^  James,  of  North  Carolina,  took  hi*  aeat 
Twner,  Moses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repia* 
seotatiTes  for  relief  of,  read  - 
read  a  second  time*  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time*  and  passed  - 
Tun]^e  Roads,  in  ibe  DisUiot  of  ColaaAia,  • 
bill  to  incorporate  a  oompanjr  for  niakiiif 
certain,  read  • 


19 
33 
87 

315 
319 
883 
360 
S54 
18 

385 
388 
340 
858 
361 


S5S 


read  a  seceod  time  .      .      -      •      •  SM 


«d«red  to  a  third  reading 
lead  a  third  time,  and  pMsad    -      -  . 
Tmedjr,  Robert,  a  grataitjr  granted  to.  Sot  nni. 
form  good  condact  .... 

U. 

Unprodnotiva  Poat-Roada,  a  r^rt  fiom  th»  Pent- 
master  General  sonceraing  ... 

I^pfon,  Samuel,  and  Tbomas  Adams,  Mr.  Gore 
presented  the  petitioao^  raCerred  - 
conmiltee  diaeharged      .      .      -  - 

Van  Nesa.  John      and  ottam,  Mr.  pro- 
sonted  the  memorial  of,  reibrrod 


867 
879 

378 


170 

313 
888 


-  187 


V. 


Teijon,  B.  B.,  Mr.  King  presented  the  potition 

of,  referred  

a  bill  to  extend  certain  privileges  to,  read  - 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  bj  consent, 

and  passed'  

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatires 

with  ameodmenta,  and  concurred  in 
TMtnoDt,  a  bill  from  the  Uouaeof  Representa- 

ti*ea  to  alter  the  tune  for  holding  the 

Uutod  States  conrts  in  - 
rend*  and  passed  to  a  aecond  Tea£og 
read  a  ancond  tine,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 

read  a  tterd  time,  and  passed  - 

Tnseels  in  the  Nav>  *        from  the  Socfetar^ 
of  the  Navy,  with  a  statement  of  tu 
names,  ratas,  and  stationa  of  the  > 
Tflliers,  Jumonville,  and  othara,  Mr.  Fromentm 
preeeoted  the  patitioo  of  sondiy  citiiens 
of  New  Orleana  in  behalf  o(  reamd  - 
an  adnrse  report  thereon  ennenrred  in 
laave  granted  to  withdraw  the  pipni  in  tka 


P»f« 


Tincennea,  n  Ull  tnm  the  Home  of  Beyrsaanta 
tivea  for  the  relief  of  certain  claiaanloof 
lands  in  the  diatriot  of  -      -      -  - 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading 
read  a  second  time,  and  refrrred 
reported  without  aaModment  • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
rand  » third  tiae,  and  pawai    .      .  . 


Vincennes  UniTeraity,  a  bill  ttom  the  Hoase*of 
Representatives  con6rming  the  title  of 
certain  purchasers  of  land  from  the  Board 
of  Trosteea  of  the,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  Without  amendment  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        .    *.  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    '      '2  ~ 
Virginia,  the  ReToIotionary  officers,  Ac  o^  Mr. 
Barbenr  submitted  a  resohition  concern- 
ing the  - 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  aj^intod 
a  resolution  on  the  satgeet  reported  - 
indefinitely  postponed  - 
a  bill  tnm  the  Honse  of  B^naientathaa 
dedarlng  the  conaent  of  Congreas  to  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  of,  rriad 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  ttme^  and  passed  • 

W. 

Wabash, abill  sathorinng  the  President  to  lease 
the  saline,  near  the  rirer,  for  a  term  of 
aeven  years 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Wait,  Thomas      and  others,  Mr.  Varnnm  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred  - 
a  resolution  reported,  and  read 
read  a  second  time  -       -       -  * 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  agreed  to 
Walmslay,  Captain  Jonathan,  a  bill  fer  the  m- 
lief  of  a  company  commanded  by,  read  • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Wain,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberu  Resented 

the  memorial  of,  read  - 
War,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of,  read 
Washington,  ^  Uto  Oenrial  George,  n  readn- 
(ion  from  the  House  of  Baprsaontativea 
appointing  a  joint  committee,  in  relaliOB 
to  the  remains  of,  was  read  throe  timaa, 
concurred  in,  and  a  committee  appointed 
Washington,  the  Uity  of,  Mr.  Roberta  presented 
the  petition  of  the  Mayor,  &c  oC  pra7><V 
that  said  c^ty  may  be  made  a  port  of  en- 
try, referrea 
Washington  Bridge  Company,  a  bill  fteni  dm 
Houan  of  Repreeentatives  fer  tha  raliaf 
of  the,  read  •"":*■ 
read  a  second  line,  and  rcfeirod      -  - 
reported  with  an  amendment  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -      -  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
House  of  RepresenUti»ea  agreed,  with  an 

806  «nendmen^  which  was  concurred  in  - 

807  Waap,  8loop-of-war,  a  bill  reapecUng  (bo  late 
809  officers  and  crew  of  the,  road 
856         read  a  second  time  .      .      -      -  - 
803         ordwed  to  a  third  reading  " 
80e        raad  a  third  tima^  and  paiaad  - 


139 
140 

148 

184 
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86 
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366 


806 
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819 
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866 

ssa 

STS 
SIS 
889 
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98 
104 
lOS 
109 

806 

808 
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141 


147 


306 
909 

81S 
840 
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Smote  Froeeadingt  and  ZMtriM. 


Vwpi  8lo(q>-oAwir— coDtiaaed.  Fif«. 
letnnMd  from  the  Boaaa  of  Btpiwnita- 

Utw  with  untndmenti  -      -      -      •  334 

which  were  coueurrod  io  -  -  -  -  826 
WatHD,  Jsmef  P.,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  prntated  the 

petition  of,  referred             -      -      -  108 

tn  ftdterse  report  ihereon  •       •       •       •  106 

Kid,  tad  eoDcorred  in     -      -      •      •  1S5 

Wdl%  William  H.»  of  Drlamre,  took  hU  seat  -  89 

qteach  og  on  the  Uoilod  Sutea  Bank  bill  -  S68 
Wheaton,  Joaephi  a  bill  from  the  Hotua  of  Rep- 

TeaentatiTea  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  800 
read  a  aeroad  time,  and  referred  -  <■  800 
reported  withoat  ameadmeot  -  313 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  ...  844 
read  a  third  time,  and  piued  ...  8&3 
White,  Bobert,  Mr.  Uhace  preaeoted  the  peti- 
tion ol^  referred  -  -  ...  81 
«  UU  to  inereaae  Uie  penaion  of,  road  .  OS 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  refwred  -  >  94 
reported  with  atnendmeala  ...  90 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  00 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed  ...  IQI 
retamed  from  the  Hooae  of  Repreaenta- 

tivea  with  an  amendment     ...  138 

the  Senate  agreed  with  an  amendment  14S 
White,  Jonathan,  t  Ull  from  the  Honae  of  Rap- 

reaentativee  fbr  relief  of,  read        .      .  80 

read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred      .      .  01 

repOTted  without  amendment    -  100 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  103 

read  ■  third  time,  and  psued    •      •    .  -  103 
WdoWB  and  Orphans  of  Tolunteera,  Mr.  Barry 
preaented  the  memorial  of  the  Legida. 
tore  of  Kentockj,  praying  proviaion  for 

the,  referred   108 

rqwrt  of  the  eommittee  read  ...  133 
Wilhemi,  John  Philip,  Mr.  Taylor  preaented 

the  petition  of,  referred         •      .      .  I40 
WiDiami,  John,  a  Senator  from  Tenoeaaee,  pro- 
duced hia  credentials,  &c.     ...  9 
WQIi%  Walter,  and  others,  Mr.  King  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred      ...  99 

eommittee  diacharged  ....  130 
WOaon,  Jamea     a  Senator  from  New  Jeraey, 

produced  hie  eredentiats,  &c.        .      .  9 

apeedi  of,  on  the  Compenaation  bill  -      .  101 

on  the  bill  concerning  military  aervicea  -  810 
Wilaon,  Edward,  Mr.  Rugglea  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred      -      -      .      .  lOS 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read     -       -       .  .140 

read  a  second  time   -  167 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  167 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  -  .  -  169 
retarned  from  the  Rouse  of  Repreaentativea 

with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in  -  8S4 
Wilaon,  Joaeph,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Repn- 

ientatiTea  for  relief  of,  read   -  306 

read  a  second  Ume,  and  referred      -      -  308 

reported  with  an  amendment   -      -      -  313 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      .      .      .  346 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  343 
Whrt,  John  T.,  ■  bill  from  the  House  of  Repie* 

■entatives  for  relief  of,  read   -      .  -183 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred      -      .  188 

reported  without  amendment    •      -      .  M9 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  sgg 

read  a  third  time,  end  passed  ...  363 
Wlae.  George      a  bill  from  the  Hoitaa  of  R«p- 

reaemativea  for  relief  of;  read  40 


Wiae,  George  8. — continued.  Pa|h 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      -  41 

reported  witboat  amendment  46 
referred  to  Naval  CommiUoewith  instntc- 

tions   M 

the  committee  report  that  any  general  pro- 
vision ia  iaeipedient     ...      -  ISS 
that  report  ooncnrred  io   -      -      -      -  IM 
the  bill  indeflnitety  poetponed  -      -      -  IM 
Wolcott,  Taleott.  Mr.  D^gett  preaented  the  p»> 

tition  of,  referred '  -      -      -      -      -  100 

an  adverse  report  thereea        ....  an 

report  concurred  in  •  -  -  -  -  804 
Wrighter,  Jacob,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  peti- 

tioD  of,  referred    .      ....  43 

•  UH  to  iBoeaee  the  peaaion  of;  rand      >  01 

md  a  aeeond  time  .....  01 

referred  to  a  aeleet  committee   •      •      .  M 
(dee  *<  White,  Robert,"  in  the  UU  for  nliaf 
of  whom  Wi^hter  ia  mentioned.) 


Y. 

Yeae  and  Nays,  on  die  third  readtng  of  the  Com- 
mercial bill  -----  W 
on  amending  the  Kl  coneendns  goeda, 

warea,dte.  .  .  -  -  -  .  ]01 
oa  the  fioal  paaaago  of  thaaane  -  lOS 

on  amending  the  hiO  ooneemiog  pnyorty 

lost,  Ac.  108 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  Ul  taxing'  ia- 

portedsalt   107 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  aame      -      -  ISS 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  hiB  to  re- 
ward the  oSccra  of  the  Argos      •      -  m 
on  indefinite  poaqionamnt  of  the  Com. 

merdalbiU  180 

on  agreeing  to  the  8en«t«*a  amendnenti  to 

the  same  130,181 

on  final  paaaage  of  the  bill  to  iiidwiiiilj 

the  sureties  of  Commodore  Rodgen  •  180 
on  concurrence  with  a  eommittea  in  iqeek- 

ing  certain  claima  ....  IS7 
on  dividing  a  question,  touching  the  direct 

Ux  biU  in 

Ml  atriUng  out  the  aeeond  aeetion  of  tho 

aame    -  100 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  hili  con- 
cerning roads  and  canals       -  lOS 
on  the  third  reading  of  a  readntion  to  amend 

the  ConsUtution  .....  188 
on  recommitting  the  direct  tax  bill  -  -  m 
on  agreeing  to  an  amendment  of  the  same  166 
on  the  final  passage  of  a«id  bill  -  -  -  108 
on  the  third  reading  of  tlie  ImU  nlating  to 

aettlera  an  public  lauda  ....  170 
on  Ae  third  reading  of  the  Inlllar  tiie  relief 

of  Colonel  John  Thompeon  ...  170 
on  committing  the  Compensation  bill  -  180 
on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Orphan  Aaylam  180 
on  amending  the  Compensation  bill  -  191,  198 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  -  19S 
on  the  final  paaaage  of  aaid  bill  ...  80S 
on  amending  the  bill  relating  to  miUtarj  aer- 

vicea  818 

on  Mr.  Laooek'a  motion  to  amend  the  Coa- 

Btitntiou  880 
on  Mr.  Barbonr'a  motion  to  the  same  end  -  837 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  aame     •  887 
on  amending  the  bill  nlatiag  to  the  Poet 
Office  EataUiahaMat    •  .  SSfl^  M 
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7<aM  and  Ntyi — continaod.  Page, 
on  uueDdiDg  the  United  StatM  Buik  bill  260 
264,  266,  858,  874,  876,  277 
on  Um  third  reading  of  said  bill,  aa  unmded  877 
on  amandiog  the  bill  to  divide  PennarlTania  883 
w  indafioite  poatponement  of  the  motion 

conceminf  removal  of  jadgee       -      -  1 
on  the  final  paHage  of  the  bill  for  reUef  of 

Fullon'a  heira      .....  299 
on  indefinite  poetponement  of  the  lull  relat- 
ing to  road*  and  canals  -  303 
on  amendiog  the  bill  concern iog  military 

■errioes  307 

oa  amendiDg  the  bill  to  inerease  aalariea  -  307 
on  the  Uiird  reading  of  the  aame  -  -  307 
«n  the  paaeege  of  the  UU  eoneemiDg  the 

Diatriet  irfGolambie  ...  1  310 
on  the  paaaage  of  Um  lull  eoneendng  mil> 

itaty  eerricea  -  .  -  .  .  310 
OD  reeoosidering  the  laat  vote  -  -  -  3tO 
on  the  final  pawage  of  the  fame  -  -  31 1 
OB  amendiog  the  bill  concerning  diatilled 

'    apiribi  318 

on  amending  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 

of  Indiana  to  form  nconitttution  -      -  SIS 
oa  etrikiog  oat  the  name  of  General  Har* 
rison  from  the  reaolntiona  granting  med- 
als and  thanka  to  him  and  Govamor 

Shelby  316 

on  amending  the  lull  jbr  die  liqaidation  of 

certain  daima  .....  3i8 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  direct  tax  317 
on  reconaidering  the  Tote  on  the  bill  for  li- 

qoidaiion  of  eertoin  claims  -  .  -  8S0 
on  amending  the  bill  to  regalato  dutiea  on 

imports.  Ac,        321,  334,  327,  329,  330,  381 
on  indefinito  postpunemeat  of  the  eame     -  386 
on  amending  the  bill  relaUng  to  the  Gene. 
TBlSlaff  338 


Teas  and  Naya— continaed.  P*!** 
on  coDcarring  with  the  committee  in  striking 

out  the  name  of  General  Harrison  -  -  334 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  General  Staff  bid  336 
on  amending  tha  bill  adjnating  land  claims, 

Ac  330 

on  the  third  rrading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

William  Flood  339 

on  amending  the  bill  for  sapport  of  the  Navy  84| 
on  indeftnito  postponement  of  the  bill  for 

diseharge  of  Moses  Lewis  -  -  -  841 
on  amendii»  the  bill  fi>r  the  rapptnt  of  the 

Military  Establishment ....  S41 
on  amending  the  bill  for  relief  of  Bphtnim 

Shaler  >-.....  345 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bOl  for  relief  of 
a  company  under  command  of  Captain 
Walmsley  34^ 

on  fixing  a  day  for  adjoomment      .   347,  348 

on  amending  the  bill  for  collection  of  direct 
Utt  848 

on  the  third  reading  of  tha  bill  to  reward  the 
ofltcer^  ftc.,  oftbeOonstitotioD    -      -  860 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  ao- 
tborizing  the  Indian  donatfoa  of  land  to 
General  Jackson,  dtc    ....  861 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  biO  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Todd  865 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  increaae 
the  salary  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  366 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Mrs.  Hamilton      .....  397 

on  amending  the  Irill  fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  Secretary  (tf  the  Senato  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repreaantotirea  8S9, 860 

on  amending  the  tesolntion  rslative  to  tlm 
collection  of  tho  reTonne      >      •   830,  871 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same      •      •  871 
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Abolition  of  Slarery,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the 
petiUon  of  the  American  Coavention  for 
the,  referred  -  1068 
Absence  of  Members,  Mr.  Hopkinson  submitted 
a  motion  to  add  to  the  standing  rules  and 
orders  one  concerning  the,  read     -      .  1068 
Aeoonntant  in  the  Department  of  State,  a  bill  to 
authorise  the  appointment  of  an»  twice 
nad,  and  commuted     ....  1417 
iadefinitoly  postponed      ....  1455 
in  the  Department  of  War,  a  Irill  san^e- 
mentol  to  die  several  acts  orgtniuag  said 
Department,  twice  read  -      .      .      -  1417 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1439 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed    ...  1463 
Accooota,  appointment  td  Uw  standing  oomuit- 

teeof  876 

Adams,  John,  of  New  York,  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Eleelione  declaiing,  sot  entitled 
to  hia  seat,  eoncitrrod  in       .      .      .  408 


Pap. 

Adams,  John  Qoiney,  joint  kttm  fiom,  to  the 

Secntaiy  of  Bute       ....  1488 
a  letter  to,  from  Oharlea  King,  on  the  sub. 
ject  of  the  massacre  at  Dartmoor  prison  •  1608 
Additional  Committees,  Mr.  Wilde  Hubmitted  a 
resolution  to  amend  tha  rules  and  oideta 
so  as  to  authorise  certain      ...  880 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  •      *  884 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Standing 

Botes,  dee.  80S 

Adgato,  Asa,  of  New  York,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, dec  870 

Adjournment,  report  of  the  joint  committee  on  -  1877 
a  day  agreed  apon  -----  1874 
the  Senate  altered  the  day,  and  the  House 

concurred  -  1468 

usual  committees  appointed,  report  made, 
and  consummated       ....  |4M 
Admirals,  a  bill  from  the  Sonata  anthoriiiog  tha 

appointomnt  of    .....  MO 


Digiltzed  by 


xliii 


OoHM  Pracdtiiagw  mid  Debaiet. 


jUbirali — eontioaed.  Page. 
twiM  read,  aiwl  refenvd  ....  689 
nported  with  uocadnifDU,  and  committed  917 
a  OMtiaii  to  go  into  CoDunittea  of  tbo  Wbole 

on  the  bill  negatived     -  ISM 
jBdefinitely  pottponed      ...      -  X414 
AnMBwria  Soond,  Mr.  Moifiw  pwaanled  a  leao- 
latton  of  the  Legialatara  of  North  Caro* 
Una  rmactiag  an  outlet  to  the  ocean 
from,  referred       -      -      .      .      .  473 
Alexander,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  the  Canadian  Vol- 

QBteer  bUI  1039 

Aleiaodria  Academy,  Mr.  Lewia  preaentad  the 

Slition  of  the  traatcea  of  the,  praying 
at  the  banka  of  Alexandria  applyiDgibr 
ebartan  nty  be  conpaUcd  to  aabMiibe  to 
the  stock  of,  reftrred    ....  451 
Alffrina  Vesaela,  captored  and  restored,  a  bill 
for  the  diatribution  of  a  aam  of  monej 
among  the  capbtn  of  the,  twice  read      -  ISSS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1356 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  •  -  -  1363 

Alfiars,  eofj  of  the  Treat;  of  Peace  and  Amity 

with  the  Day  of  1470 

ABeyany,  8hip,  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
ownera  of  the.  and  a  biU  fn  their  relief, 
twico  read,  and  oommitlad    >      -      -  1S8S 
indefinitely  poatponod      ....  141S 

Aiteaattooa  of  the  Capitol,  on  motton  of  Mr.  Jack- 
MD,  of  Vi^inia,  a  committee  vraa  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  architect  eon- 
earning   1150 

AndaraoB,  Joaeph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read,  Ac   -      -      •      -  459 
tMwrted  without  amcDdmea^  and  oomnit- 

ted  614 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  690 

jead  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ...  694 
Annual  Tranafera,  a  bill  to  enlarge  the  time  for 
•aeertaining  the,  of  property  «ubject  to 
direct  tax,  twico  road,  and  committed     -  408 
reported  wiUiont  amendment,  and  oidond  to 
a  third  reading      ....      -  414 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -  -  491 

Appeal,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the  Judieiiry 
Committee  wen  toatracted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  >o  amending  the  law  w 
to  allow,  from  the  deduoni  of  the  territo- 
rial coorta    ......  1056 

a  trill  to  limit  the  right  of,  from  the  oircutt 

court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  -  -  I'JSS 
twice  read,  and  referred  -  1294 
reported  with  an  anietidment,  and  otdared 

to  a  third  reading  1S36 

read  a  third  time,  uid  paaMd    -      -      -  1239 
Ai^lication  of  Moneya  trenaferred,  &&,  a  tetter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  tho  au^aot 

ofthe  889 

lettera  from  the  SeereUty  of  the  Kmf,  with 
atatemenU  of  the  ....  887,908 
Aidier,  Stephenwn,  of  Maryland,  produced  hie 

eredentiala.  Sec.     -      •      .      .      -  861 
Annorioa,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  increaae  the 

compenaalion  of  the  auperintendenta  of  -  1410 

twice  read  1411 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1439 
read  a  third  lime,  and  (jaased    -  1463 
AnulroDg,  John,  of  Tenneaaee,  an  admae  re- 

port  on  ibM  petition  o(  concimd  in     -  303 


Army,  Mr.  Bandal|4i  Itid  ou  tho  table  •  iwohi> 

tion  to  reduce  the  -      -      -      -      -  803 
Artidaa  HMaobctured  ia  tho  Onitod  6tlaa,  a 

liiUtoraMa)tbadMiaaoD,twieo  iMd   -  846 
road  •  third  Ifaat,  and  paaaed    •      -      .  881 
Aaaaaaora,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Batbonr,  tbo  Oboh 
miuoe  Hi  Wayo  and  Moana  wwo  ioainte^ 
od  to  taqoire  into  tho  expediency  of  pro- 
viding bt  tho  oaaapeaaatioB  of      -      -  1308 
Aaaietaot  DooriMeper,  appotatmeDt  of  an  ■      -  376 
AthMtan,  Mr.,  apcoeh  of,  on  the  Direct  Tox  bin  900 
epeech  o^  on  the  United  Statea  Bank  bill  -  1906 
Auburn  Monnfaaturing  Company,  Mr.  Ootd  pto- 

aented  the  potiiiott  of  tho,  rcCmod'-      -  383 
AneliMWara,  Mr.  Ward  piuaanted  IhopotilioB  of 

BUndry,  of  Boaton,  -logwiud    ...  on 
Audrain,  Patar,  •  kill  for  nliaf  o(  twke  fMd, 

and  committed  .....  1014 
reported  without  aoMuduMnt  ...  136S 
read  a  third  tine,  and  paaaed  ...  |367 
Mtumod  ffam  the  Senate  with  —andmewt  1489 
uinondmont  con  our  red  in  ....  I4it 

fi. 

Babbitt,  Jacob,  and  JiAn  Dennia,  a  bil  fiom  the 

Senata  fbr  leKef  of       ....  1089 
twice  read,  and  oommtttod        ...  1108 
reported  without  amendment    ...  Issi 
indefinitely  poa^oed      .      .      -      .  itfg 
Baer,  George,  of  Maryland,  produced  Jtia  croden. 

tials,  &c  875 

Mr.  Archer  preaentod  sundry  docomenta  in 
relatioQ  tu  the  electiou     referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Blecttona       ...  S95 
Bakor,  Stephen.   (See  MiUer,  Thmn.) 
Bak«r,  A.  Bt.  John,  a  letter  flmn,  to  the  8eo»* 

tary  of  State  ......  ifiQS 

a  declaration  by,  interdicting  intMcowao 

with  St  Helena  1606 

Baltimore  and  Maaaacboaelta  Bible  Societiea,  o 

bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  -  1983 
twice  read,  and  committed  ...  1S74 
reported  without  amendment^  and  (ndetod  to 

a  tUid  reading     .....  1375 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ...  1377 
Dank  of  tho  Motr<^oli%  favorable  report  on  dM 

petition  ofthe      .....  19H 
Bcnk  of  the  United  Statea,  a  Irill  to  tnow^onte 

Ika  aubaeribera  to  the,  twice  read   -      -  48t 
road  a  third  time,  arwl  pasaed    ...  1%19 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  antandmcBta  1314 
amendments  coooorred  in        ...  UM 
Bank  tioim,  &c,  the  ameDdmeots  of  the  Sonata 
to  the  bill  to  cootinoe  in  foroe  the  act  lay- 
ing duties  on,  were  ooncnricd  in   -      .  S17 
(Sea  Tariff  ^Dutiet.) 

Bunkmptcj,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  tho  Jodi* 
daty  Committee  were  Inatmetod  to  in> 
quire  into  tho  npedieacy      a  vmUaiam 

•ytbtmnf  4M 

a  hiU  in  porsaance,  twice  mad,  and  «on* 
milled  .......  1068 

indefinitely  postponed      -      ...      -  I41t 

Banks  in  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  a  ArroraMa 
r^rt,  indited,  on  tiie  respective  petitions 
of  ihe,  for  charters        ....  tSH 

Barbour,  miip  P.,  of  Virginia,  ramarka  of,  on 

thooxpanaaairfaUiiii^Ao.  .      .     .  878 
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Btlbear,  Philip  P.— continaed.  Page. 
■pMoh     on  Mr.  Eulon't  motion  to  peaU 
poDO  iodefinitely  the  bill  to  raBulalaooiD- 
merce  with  Great  Britain      -  478 
Mmarlu  of,  on  th«  CoiD)MDaation  bill       -  1175 
■needi  of.  on  the  bill  eoncamins  cdlaatiM 
ofdatie.      .      -      -      -        1W7.  1416 
Btrinr,  Jaoob,  Mr.  Irvi^  pmontad  die  pelitiaQ 
of,  lefeiiail  ------ 

B»iT7,  Edward,  and  Oeorge  Hodge,  a  bill  fnm 
tho  Senate  fiir  reli«f  o(  tmee  read,  dec  - 
leport  thereon  read,  and  committed  - 
the  report  of  the  Committro  of  OlaiBW 
agreed  to      -----  - 

and  tba  btU  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
Baaaelt,  Barwell,  of  Virginia,  waa  qoaliM,  &e. 

remark*  of,  on  the  previoaaqneation  - 
Bateo,  Frederick,   (eae  Crmi^fontt  WtOiamh) 
Bate,  John,  a  bill  to  aathoriu  the  Praaidaut  to 
renew  to,  Ae  leaae  of  tlw  SaUne,  near 
■the  Wabaab  river,  twica  read,  Ac 
Bayon,  St.  John,  a  bill  from  tba  Senate  to  aM»b- 
liab  a  port  of  entrr  at,  twice  read  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -      *  * 
Bennett,  Benjamin,  of  New  Jersey,  wu  qoaU- 

fied,  ate  674 

Belts,  Mr.,  remaiki  of,  in  excose  of  Judge  Tall- 

madga,  on  account  of  bodily  infirmitieo  -  1S93 
BiMfl  Socictiea  of  the  United  Butea,  a  bin  fcr 
tbe  relief  of,  twice  read  -      .      -  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
lead  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Biddle,  Captain  Jamea,  and  the  officera  of  the 
Hornet ;  Mr.  Pletaaou,  from  the  Naval 
Committee,  reported  a  re«olation  requeat- 
ing  the  President  to  present  medals  to, 
twice  read,  and  committed  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Birdseye,  Victory,  of  New  York,  was  qaalifiad, 

and  took  his  seat  

Blakely,  John  A.,  Mr.  Ward  preaeoted  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  678 

Bloant,  Wm.  G.,  of  Tonoenee,  was  qualified.  &c. 
Board  of  Commissioners,  a  bill  to  astabliah  a,  for 
deciding  land  claims  in  Loutuana  and 
Territory  of  Missouri,  twice  read 
Board  of  Land  Claims,  a  bill  from  the  ideaate  to 
settle  the  compensation  of  the 
twice  read  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  tUrd  time,  and  paaaed    -      -  . 
Boaton  Glass  Manu&ctory,  Mr.  Bulberl  pre- 
lented  the  petition  of  tbepropiietora  oi  the 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others.   (See  AUtgmy, 
Ship.) 

Boyle^  Thomas  H.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twke  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Bradbury,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  King's  reso- 
lution  -  918 
Breck,  Samuel,  and  other  snrriTtng  execatota  of 

John  HoH.  a  bill  for  relief  o^  ^wioe  read  1S68 
lead  a  third  time,  and  paaaed   -      -      -  18&7 
Brighun,  Mr.,  nf  MaaiaehnaeHa,  Mr.  Piekanii« 

announoed  the  death  of  -  lOfitt 

Bi»M>  WUliam.  (8w  JMafc  ggMwrii) 


Bullion  an3  Specie,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gfesvener, 
the  Committee  on  an  Uniibrm  National 
Cafraney  were  instraeted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  prohilHttog  the  expor- 

tttion  of  

eommittoe  repwted  it  inaypedirai  - 
BuToh,  Banjamin,  appcHidment  of,  aaAaaiatant 
Doorkeeper  -      -      -      -      -  .  - 
Bumside,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  waa  q««li- 
fied,  Ac.      ...  - 
speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill 
Bnrwell,  Mr.,  ramarka  of,  on  Mr.  King's  rasoln- 
tion  conceniing  eomnMrual  restrietions 
on  lUaresolation,  concerning  colonial  trade  - 
Pniinaas  of  the  8«Niian,  «n  motion  of  Mr.  Ba*- 
■att,  a  committee  was  appointed  4o  in- 
qnire  coacerning  the 
Mr.  Hopkinson  subnutted  a  resolatien  to 

diange  the  mode  o^  in  both  Houaea 
the  resolution  agnod  to,  and  a.  cotunlttae 

appointed     -      -  ■  - 
npmt  of  aald  eoamHtea  - 
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Bntler,  Paul  D.,  a  bill  for  nUafoi;  twice  nad,  Ac  1177 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1888 

read  a  thkd  time,  and  pussd    -      -      -  1367 
ra tamed  from  the  Sanate  with  ameodments, 
and  eoncnixad  in       -      -      -      -  1488 

C. 

Cady,  Daniel,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  dec.  888 
ramarka  o^  on  the  United  Statea  Bank  UU  1188 
speech  of,  on  the  qnestion  itf  final  paaaaga 

(tftheaame  IIM 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  toaeeaaag  apacte 
paymenta  Mlft 
Calhoun,  Mr.,fipeechof,ontha  IhU  for  additional 

MiliUry  Academy  -  488 
remarks  of,  on  the  niuBbar  of  cadotn  -  -  448 
speech  of.  on  the  third  reading  of  tbe  Own- 

mercial  bill  fiS6 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Ban- 

ate  bill  on  the  same  sutjeot  .  -  -  888 
on  a  motion  for  the  Comnitteaof  the  Whole 

on  the  revenue  report  to  rise,  dtc.  -  •  788 
speech  of;  en  the  Direct  Tax  bill  •  -  888 
on  the  United  Sutea  Bank  bill  -  -  1060 
remarkaof,  in  reply  tooblaaiionnloMaplan  1107 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Oady'a  cm  tion  *  -  1110 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Robertson  -  1188 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Jewett  ...  -1168 
speech  of.  on  the  Conipenaation  bill  -  -  1 183 
on  the  capital  of  the  bsnk  -  -  -  1303 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  UOS, 

tiri 

speech  oL  on  the  minimum  dntieson  cotton 

Voda  1889.  laSS 

remarks  of,  on  a  mcrtien  lo  postpcmo  Iba  bill  1881 
on  the  bill  for  collection  of  levanue  -  1389, 1416 
Camp,  Jubn6..abUlforrdiafo^twin  read  -  881 
ordered  to  a  ihini  reading  .  -  -  -  690 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  -  -  684 
Canadim  Refugees,  a  bill  for  relief  of  certain, 

twioe  read,  dec  744 

reported  without  amendment           -      -  1030 
read  a  tltird  time,  and  paaaad    •      -      -  1048 
Canadian  Volunteers,  on  molionof  Mr.  Jcnninga, 
a  committao  una  anointed  to  ia^ttiM  con- 
caning  the  acta  gnndu  townjaainhnd 
toite  IWI 
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Canadian  TolnntMn — eoctioaed.  Page, 
a  bill  ooDMrning  tba,  nrtM  read      •      -  1373 
read  a  Uiird  time,  and  paiaed    ...  1377 
Cannon.  Mr^  qwech  ot,  on  the  bill  relating  to 

military  aervicee   .....  I04) 
OtfUolf  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the  Committee 
on  thaDietrictof  Cdumbia  ware  inatniet- 
•d  to  ioqvii*  into  the  eipedienqr  of  en- 
doeing  and  improving  the  groands  aboat 

the  SS6 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read,  &c.  •  -  769 
a  bill  making  ai^epriationa  to  oompleto  the 

centre  building  of  the,  twice  re*d   -      -  IMS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1300 

laid  on  the  table  1861 

racammitted  to  a  Conmittoa  of  the  Whole  1306 
npMted  withoot  amendoient,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  1406 

read  a  third  time,  and  paeeed    -  1407 
returned  from  the  Senate -with  amendments  1480 
conaidered,  and  concurred  in     -      -      -  1468 
Can,  Tbomaa,  the  committee  on  the  petttiMi  of, 
discharged,  and  the  con^deratmi  of  it  in* 
definttelj  postponed      -      -      .      .  1413 
0«iage%  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cady,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  wsre  initmcted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  am  end- 
ing the  act  laying  duties  on  •      -      •  968 
Cutine,  Mr.  Ward  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry merchgnts  respecting  goods  litwiled  in 
consequence  of  not  being  entered  at,  dec.  1014 
CMlnl  Bank  of  Washington  and  Georgetown, 

•  report  on  the  petition  of  the      -      -  1204 
Gflrtain  Acta,  a  bill  to  continue  in  fbree,  therein 

mmtioDad,  twice  read   -      -      -      -  694 
Chi^unB,  a  measage  from  the  Senate  propoaing 
the  usual  aMKHntment  of  two,  eenenrred 

in  376 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  fixing  the  compenaa- 

tion  of  the  1456 

twice  read  1467 

read  a  thbd  time,  and  passed    ...  1468 
Cherokee  Indians,  a  Message  from  the  Preaident 
transmittiag  copies  of  a  conventkm  with 

the,  referred  1380 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 

efiect  the  treaty  with  the,  twice  read      -  1406 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       -  1438 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   ...  1463 
Gheaapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Darlington,  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  aid  to  the   -  395 
Cindnnati.   (See  FerU  of  Entry.) 
Circulating  medium,  propoeitsons  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasuiy  in  relation  to  the 

national  1639 

Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of   376 

Claima  to  Lands  in  Misaissippi  Territoiy,  under 
the  Georgia  grant,  on  nwtionof  Mr.  Hen- 
derson, of  Tennesaeet  the  Committee  on 
c  Public  Lands  were  inatmcted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  fortber 

time,  dec.  396 

a  bill  for  quieting  and  atQuatteig,  twice  read, 

and  committed     -  B67 
eonsidered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 

Brogrsos  reported  ...  .  ISSI 

a  third  leading  negatbed  -  ISSS 
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Claims  to  Lands  in  I^iaiana,  a  biB  to  cMfim 

certain,  twice  read  .  -  -  .  tlMg 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  |37S 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  1877 
returned  from  the  SenaU  with  amendments  1481 
emaidered,  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  14M 
Clay,  Henry,  election  and  addreaa  of,  as  Speaker 

of  tlu  House  of  Representatins  •  -  374 
■peach  of,  on  the  bill  to  cataUiah  an  adJi- 

tional  Military  Academy      -      -  . 
remarks  of,  on  the  Commercial  Ull   •      -  465 
reouriu  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gaston     -      -  46T 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randotidi,  on  tlw 

rules,  dec     ......  696 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  a  revenue  as- 
tern   -.TSS 

reaarka  o(  in  rej^  to  Meaara.  Randolph 

and  Hardin  7M 

remarks  o^in  explanation  of  Mr.  Randolph's 

misinterpretation  -      -      -  786 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  repeal  the  direct 

Ux  776 

remark*  of,  on  Uie  Bank  bill  -  .1 167, 1 188 
address  to  his  oonstitnents,  on  the  Bank 

question      ......  use 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  spirits 

distilled.  &c  ISS 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  IXlt 
his  recommendation  of  Kentucky  whisky  -  IS84 
remarks  of,  on  the  general  appnpriatioB  bill  1306 
remarks     on  the  bill  to  increase  the  Navy, 

1371 

Clay  and  GsUatin,  letter  from  Messrs.,  to  the 

Secretory  of  State  -  -  -  1481, 1488 
minutes  of  a  conTersation  hdd  «nth  Lmd 

Caatlereagh  1487 

minutes  of  another,  on  the  subject  4^  the 

Dartmoor  prisoners      ....  1SO7 
an  extract  from  their  letter  to  Mr.  Beasl^  ISM 
Clayton,  Thomas,  of  Delaware,  was  qnahfieo, 

and  took  hb  seat  •      .      .      -      -  3M 

Claxton,  ThomasVappointment  o^  as  Doorkeeper  S76 
Clerk  of  the  Houne  of  Representatives,  dectioD 

of  the  Sn 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fornoy,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  die  axpadiei»7 
of  raising  the  salary  of  the    ...  ISSO 
a  UU  to  increase  the  aalary     twice  read  •  IMS 
ordered  to  a  tlurd  reading      ...  ifji 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaasd    -      -       -  1378 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment to  iadnde  in  the  bill  tiie  Secretary 

of  the  Senate  1439 

considered,  and  disagreed  to     -      -      -  1498 
a  messsge  from  the  Senate  insiiting,  and 
the  House  in  part  receded  and  in  part  io- 

stated  1468 

the  Senate  etUI  insuled,  and  asked  a  oonfer- 

ence,  agreed  to     -      .      -      -      -  1456 
report  of  the  maoagers  mutually  agreed  to  14S7 
Clifford,  Thomas  and  John,  and  others  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  twice  read  ....  389 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  SIS 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  481 

Clinton  county,  New  York.     (See  Suptrvi- 
tonof.) 

Clopton,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  &c  -  681 
■peeefa  0^  «n  the  Bank  biO      •      -      -  IIIT 
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Coane  CoUon  Fibrica,  tbe  petitien  at  larg«  09 
Joho  R.  Watroos  •ad  oUurs,  on  thfc  «ab- 
jeot  of  probibiliDg  tbe  imporUtion  of  -  1646 
CoHtiBf  YcMab,  on  motiea  of  Mr.  Gddibo- 
roQgb,  tbt  OommitiM  m  Pott  OfficMMid 
Port  Rotdswm  instroctod  to  inqaira  into 
tbeexpedicD^of  eiemptiagftom  tbc^e- 
ratioa  of  tb«  aetngulatingtbo  Pott  Once 
Eitablubment,  not  oraidojod  in  otnjiog 
themuli  478 
Coffin,  David,  tad  otlion^  a  billlbr  reliof  of,  twica 

n«d  1819 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1889 
read  a  tbird  time,  and  paased  -  .  -  1402 
ntamadfroiD  tbe  Senate,  with  uaendmanti  1489 
oonMered,  end  cMcnrred  in  -  -  -  1462 
Cokk  Martin,  and  otbere,  a  bill  Cftr  relief  twice 

read  451 

read  «  third  time,  end  pawed    -  467 
Ctdleetion  of  tbe  Keventie,  Mr.  Webster  eubniit- 
ted  enndry  reaolntioni  concerning  the, 
read  twice    ......  1440 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  1446 
Collectora  of  loternal  Revenue,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
OrmtHy,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meana  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
eipedtency  of  increasing  the  compensa- 
tion of   1238 

n  bill  to  fir  the  eotnpcnsation  of,  and  of  di- 
rect tax, twice  read       -  1394 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1863 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  1367 
returned  from  the  Senate  With  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  -      •      •      -      -  143S 
Collectors  of  United  States  Taxes,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Goldsboiough,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  in* 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  requiring  tbe, 
to  keep  an  office,  or  a  deputy,  at  the  coun- 
ty town  of  each  county  -      ...  788 

CMIas,  Christopher,  Mr.  Betts  ptaicnted  the  pe- 
tition of,  r^errad   61)1 

an  adverse  report  tlureon  concurred  in      •  1069 

Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  AlOiZandria, 

•  bill  to  incorporate  the,  twice  read,  dtc  -  769 

Colnmbian  Manaftictoriog  Society  of  New  York, 
Mr.  Grosvenor  presented  the  petition  of 
tbe,  referred  -  674 

Colvin*  J.  B.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thicker,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Uw  District  of  Ctrfnmbia  were 
inatmeted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency 
of  anthornriog  a  subeeripUon  for  a  certain 
Boaber  of  copiesof  tbeoditionof  thebwa 
of  Slid  DisUict,  by  ...  -  885 
(8m  Dittriet  of  ColumHa.) 

Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appointment  of 

tbe  standing  Committee  of    •      -      -  376 

Cmnmercial  Convention  with  Great  Britain,  a 

copy  of,  and  papers  relating  to  the  -  -  1478 
projetof  tbe  American  Ministers  of  a  -  -  1491 
contra-projet  ol  the  British  commissioners  -  1496 

CoBunercial  Intercoarae  with  the  Indians,  on  mo* 
tion  of  Mr.  Biidaays,  Uw  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  were  instnicled  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  jMobibiiiDg, 
by  law,  all,  to  ctiiiens  «  aoliiMM  with 
Ibrdgn  Powm  615 
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Commercial  Restridiens,  Mr.  King,  of  Massa* 
cbnaetis,  anbmitted  n  raii4ntioa  cmcem- 
ing      -      --      --      --  877 

eonrndnred,  and  laid  on  the  Ubie      •      .  884 
•gain  conaidered,  and  agreed  to       -      .  922 
Commercial  Treaty,  on  moten  of  Mr.  Pitkin, 
the  correspondenoo  and  doenments  in  te* 
latioQ  to  tlw  teeantly  negotiated,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  nea  of  the 

House  680 

Commissioner  of  the  PoUie  Boildings.  (Sea 

Capitol.)  - 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  Mr.  Roberts 
eabmitled  ■  reeolation  to  amend  the  Stand- 
ing Rules  by  adding  a,  read  ...  1461 
nad  again,  and  agreed  to  -             •      •  1456 
Ooupenaatioo  for  Iiosses,  dec.,  Mr.  Porter  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Niagara  county,  New  York,  praying,  re- 
ferred  651 

of  members  of  Congress,  a  bill  to  cliange 

the,  twice  read      -      -      .      .      .  1160 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  1177 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiaed    ...  1188 
Comptroller  of  tiM  Treasoiy,  a  letter  from,  am- 
cerning  tbe  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Colonel  James  Thomas  -      -      ...  1462 
Comstock,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  hilt  concerning 

military  services  986 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  Canadian 
Volunteers  1011 

Condict,  Lewis,  of  New  Jeney,  was  qualified, 

&r,  376 

remarks  of,  00  the  resolution  concerning  on* 
settled  balances     .....  lOOS 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Yacdna" 

Uon  1456 

Cone,  Rev.  Spencer  H.,  election  of.  as  Chaplain  381 
Congressional  Reservation,  Mr.  Reynolds  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  concerning  the  tract 
of  land  in  Teooeaeee  known  as  the      -  388 

amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tancqr,  and 
agreed  to     ------  395 

Connor,  M  r.,  epeeclt  o(  on  tho  bill  for  sapport  of 

infirm  addier^  &e.      -      .      .  .411 

on  the  Direct  Tax  bUl      -      -      -      -  768 
ConstitoUoD,  Mr.  Pickering  snbmittod  a  resolu- 
tion to  amend  tbe  -----  1150 

Mr.  Pleasants  laid  before  the  House  resola* 
tioDS  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  dis- 
approving the  amendments  proposed  by 
Maaaacbasette  and  Connecticut     -      -  1403 

Ae  same,  approving  tiiat  proposed  bj  N«th 
Carolina  1404 

firigato,  a  bill  rewarding  Iho  offloen  ud  crew 
of  the,  twice  read  -----  876 

ordered  to  a  tbird  reading  .      -      •      -  1368 

read  a  tbird  time,  and  passed    ...  |366 

a  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  of  tbe  same  tenor   -  18S0 

twice  lead^  and  reforred  to  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee  is«p 

report  of  said  committee^  together  with  A* 
bill,  laid  on  the  table     ....  127> 
Convention  with  Great  Briuln,  a  MeaaagO  from 
the  President,  tranamittiog  copies  of  his 
predamalion  nMifying  tba,  lefoned       .  402 

a  bill  to  regnlato  ouninem  aecofding  to  tba, 
twice  read  419 
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diMoMed,  snd  Ikid  wi  the  tahfo       -      *  471 

Ofdcred  ta  « tfaird  rcadtiiff       ...  645 

re»d  a  third  time,  and  pawed     -  674 

diugreed  to      the  Sainte      ...  719 

k  bit!  flfom  th«  Senate  omowtniBg  the      •  M6 

ealM  ap,  and  l«id  oa  tks  tabto             -  e«8 

hHoa  nttd,  and  reftrred  ....  720 
i^orted  wtih  aaieBdiBaBta,  ao  nad  a  third 

tima,  and  panad   898 

the  Senate  diaegreed   the  Houae  inaietod, 

and  aahed  a  oooferenea  •      .      •      >  960 
the  Senate  insiated,  and  agreed  to  the  con- 
fere  Doe    DTO 

repwt  of  the  managara     ....  1018 

eonaidered,  and  Honaa  agraed  ta  raeeda  -  1087 
a  wn  of  tbO)  togathar  irilb  aandrj  papaia 

aoJdoeamanta            -  1477 

Collar  Oolna,  Mr.  Roberta  aabmitted  snndiy 

naolaUma  concerning  •      -      •      -  6B5 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Catboan  the  raaolaliona 
were  referred  to  a  aoloct  committee       -  096 

aaid  oommtltee  were  fnatmclad  to  inqnire 
into  tba  expediency  of  iocreaiing  the 
aU07  of  OM 

report  of  the  eommtttee    -  1481 
Corpa  of  Engineer*,  a  resolatiaa  from  the  Senate 
aothorizing  tbe  President  to  appaiat  ao 
aseiiUDt  in  tbe     -  -      -  1439 

read  three  timea,  and  passed     .      >      .  1452 

Oaata,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Marsh,  the  Jvdioiar; 
Committee  nare  instrootad  to  inquire  into 
the  expediancT  of  altering  tbe  law  relating 

to  .-680 

a  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  law  o(  Iwioa 

lead   .  803 

read  atlurd  time,  and  passed     ...  817 
GettM  ManafiKteriea,  Mr.  Balbert  presented 
the  patitioo  of  sundry  pr<^rta(ara  «^  in 
Masaachoselts,  praying  auoarageMOt, 

dec,  referred  893 

Mr.  Maaon  preaented  sintlu  petiUons  fimn 

Rhode  Island,  referred  •  -  -  .402 
Mr>  Hopkineon  |iraaantad  petitiana  fron  die 

dt/  of  Philadelphia  -  -  -  .408 
Mr.  King  petitions  from  Maasadmaatla  -  409 
Mr.  Moffit  petitloaa  from  New  York  -  •  4fft 
Mr,  King  the  same  from  the  Diatriet  of 

Maine  430 

Mr.  Clajtoa  the  same  from  Brandywine  -  430 
Mr.  Ba>liea  tbe  same  from  Massadiusetta  -  451 
Mr.  Wbeaton  same  from  Mamcbosetta  -  468 
Mr.  Soatliard  aame  from  New  Jersey  -  468 
Mr.  Milb  same  from  Maasadiasetts  -  -  473 
Mr.  Law  aame  from  Coaoeeticnt  -  -  473 
Mr.  Pinkney  same  from  BaiUaKm  •  -  646 
Mr.  Wendover  aame  irom  snndiy  paita  of 
the  United  SUtaa  661 

Mr.  Ward  aame  from  MasaaflhoietU  -  678 
Mr.  Hammond  same  from  sundry  parte  of 

tbe  United  Sutes  688 

Mr.  Cilley  same  from  Bxater  and  Rooking- 

faam  -      •  690 

Mr.  Atherton  same  from  New  Ham^ishtre  -  710 
laport  of  tbe  Uommittee  of  Maaa^tweo 

thareoD       ......  960 

the  said  leport,  and  pnoaiMl  petitions,  in 

fiiU  1666 
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Coonael  to  assist  tlM  Attan^  General,  on  mo* 
tiotf  of  Mr.  Hanaan  a  eooiKittee  waa  a^ 
pouted  to  rainiit  tbe  PrsaidMl  to  eanse 
le  be  -laid  bafim  the  Hoose  a  aUtement 
of  tiueaaaain  which,  baa  been  employed  1166 
a  Message,  tranambting  a  letter  from  tbe 
SeereUiy  of  tbe  Trearary,  in  reply      -  12M 
Coati.Haase  in  CindnDati,on  motion  of  Mr.  Mo- 
Lean,  of  Otito,  ttw  Committn  of  GMnia 
were  iostrneted  to  inqoire  into  tbe  expa> 
diancr  of  proTidjng  for  payiag  for  the 
deslruction  of  the,  by  Unitod  Stales 
troops  -.-----7W 
(See  Bamiitan  coMite.) 
Ceartney,  John  T.  and  Sanincil  HaniMn,  a  bsU 
autborising  payment  of  a  sam  of  away 
to,  twice  lead       .....  Utf 
ordered  (o  a  third  reading        ...  18H 
read  a  third  tine,  and  paased    ...  ISfiC 
Cowan,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  Nonh 

Cartdina  presetttcd  tbe  petition  of  •      >  47S 
Coze,  Dr.  John  Redman,  a  bill  fbr  lelief  o(  tirioe 

read  461 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  6M 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  •  -  •  6M 
relaraed  from  the  Senate  with  an  ammid- 

ment  -  lOlS 

considered  and  concurred  in    .-      -      -  1M7 
Cranch'a  Reports,  on  motioa  of  tb.  Ndaoo,  of 
Virginia,  the  Judiciary  Commitlea  wane 
insuacted  to  inquire  into  the  expe^nn^ 
of  aiding  in  the  paUicalim  of      -       -  lf(T 
Crawlbrd,  William  and  Predeikk  Bataa,  a  bW 

for  the  relief  of,  twice  read    -  1311 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  135( 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased    -  I3S£ 
.  returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  14S 
considered,  and  concurred  in    -      -      -  I4tf 
Creigbton,  Mr.,  speech  of,  en  the  Poatataater 

General's  concerns        ....  1411 
Crosby,  John,  senior  and'  junior,  a  bill  for  the 

relief  of,  twioe  read,  &e.       ...  iW 
reported  with  an  amendment  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  psesed    ...  \VH 
Culpeptr,  Mr.,  remsrfcsof,  onCompeoaation  Ml  IW 
en  the  general  appropriation  tnll       -      -  1311 
(HI  tbe  fostmaster  General's  a&iia    -      •  1491 
Cumberland  Road,  the  Speaker  preaeted  a  peti- 
tion in  relation  to  the    -      -      -      .  5H 
a  Measage  from  the  Pmndant  coooaraing 

tbe  ini 

aieportoathean^jeotoftbeMaHace      .  1S9I 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilaeo,  a  ftammitttra  ma 
qipoioted  to  reqneat  oeitain  infaiaaalina 
of  the  President  conoeming  the  -      -  13N 
Cttthbert  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  waa  qualified,  Ac, 
apeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  anthoriae  an  addi- 
tional Military  Academy       -       •  433; 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce,  dec.       -  6U 

on  the  Bank  biU  I«M 

remarks  of,  on  tbe  bUl  coaemiing  die  Post 
Office  Eatabliohmant  -      .      -  IJI' 

D. 

Pane  Edmaad,  an  adrcrae  report  on  die  palflioa 

of,  eooearred  in    -      -      -      -      -  tB 

Darlington,  Mr.,  lemariu  of,  on  the  reaelotioa 
lelating  le  the  Chwapeake  andl  Delawaia 
Canal  -,     -  -----3*^ 
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DartBoer  Pnann,  on  tootlon  of  Mr.  FleaMots, 
tmcRded  at  the  cnggMtrmi  of  Mr.  Jack- 
Mo.  of  Virginia,  a  eenmittMi  wm  ap- 
pmntcd  to  reqaett  of  tho  PmideBt  neh 
mfonaation  as  li*  may  doom  propar  to 
commBtiicate  in  relation  to  Uie  tranaa^ 
tiona  at       ......  463 

•  MaoHgo  in  reply,  with  ntrbj  doeu- 

«BOta  817 

•D  notion  of  Mr.  Fonijib,  the  NanI  Cob* 
■liatea  wera  inatraotad  to  iaqwie  into  tka 
•xpediency  of  making  previmMi  Sar  the 
■anaan,  6tc^  injured  at       ...  976 
a  bill  placing  ceruin  povaOM  woaadad  a^ 

0B  ttw  Navy  pooaion  liat,  twico  raad     -  1015 
ordered  to  a  third  raading        ...  1M9 
toad  •  third  time,  and  pMeod    -      -      -  1363 
•n  motion  of  Mr.  Parria,  a  committee  waa 
appointed  t»  reqnest  of  the  PrealdoDt  a 
atatoment  of  the  onnbar  of  impiaaaed 
•awBMi  conflned  at      .      •      -      •  1990 
a  Maaaage  oantainlnr  Ae  aManmit  uakti. 

for  1467 

papera  and  4oeQmanta  niatinc  to  the  m» 

eacM^t   1606 

DaTid,  John  T^a  fail!  for  relief  of,  twice  md, 

and  cmnmitled     .....  TSl 
reported  witboot  aaeiKbaeat,  and  ordered 

to  tie  M  the  uUe  ISSO 

Oeeafev,  Btej^o,  and  William  Wialer,  a  latter 

from,  to  the  Saoietary  of  8Ute      •      •  147S 
from  the  aame  10  the  Dey  of  AJgien  -      •  1477 
DeobioM  of  tho  Sapiama  Owin,  a  Inll  ftem  tho 
Stoate  pwnMiag  fot  the  pnblication  of 

tho  1S02 

twice  read,  and  referred  ....  1807 
reported  witboot  cmendment,  aad'  conurit- 

ted  1322 

HldoAaitely  poatpoaed      ....  i468 

Daftcod  Troaaory  Notae,  on  motaoQ  of  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, the  CommiMoa  of  Waya  and  Mean* 
wore  inalraeled  in  relation  to       -      •  1901 
Delafiold,  John,  a  bill  for  relitf  tt,  twioe  nad  •  10S8 
third  reading  refneed       ....  1320 

Delino,  Ignace  C,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  repreaeotativea  of      -  1414 
twioe  read,  dee.        .....  1430 

iBdeflailely  poatpoaed      ....  1465 

Dennia,  J(An.   (See  Babbitt,  Jacob.) 
DepvodatioBa  1^  the  Oaage  Indiana,  on  motbn 
of  Mr.  Eaaton  the  Committeo  of  Waya 
and  Meana  wore  inatmcted  to  inqam 
into  the  expedirnej  of  providing  for  oon* 

Cnaation  for  Uie  .      •      .      •      •  676 
  r.,  apeech  of,  on  the  bill  conemniog  pro* 

party  loat,  dtc  369 

speech  on  tho  Ordnance  bill  -  -  *  970 
Dicky  Samael,  and  otheta,  o  bUl  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice  769 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...      -  I860 
read  a  third  time,  and  pmed    .      -      >  1369 
pircct  Tax,  a  bill  to  reduce  tiie  unoantol^  read 

twice  939 

trrdered  to  a  third  reading  ....  970 
read  a  third  time,  and  puaed  -  .976 
retorned  from  the  Senate  with  amesdmenta  1138 
coneidored,  and  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  1 116 
«  bUI  oiw^loBCBtaiy  10  tbe  act  layiag»  Ac, 
nad  Iwiee  ISSS 


■  408 
to 

-  678 
d. 

-  ire 

486 

471 


*  4TI 


-  1016 
1115 


1808 


Direct  Tai— continued.  'Pf 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaod    ...  1296 
retnmed  fron'the  SoDale  witii  MnendmaBta  1374 
read,  and  referred     ....      -  1377 
lepcwtad,  and  eoncnrrad  in       *      -  -MIS 
Diabandad  OOeera,  Mr.  Oaaton  aobaatted  a  raa> 
otntion  eoneemiag,  which  the  Hooee  re* 
foaed  to  consider  .....  1068 
Dietilleriea,  dec,  Mr.  Roea  preaented  the  petitMHU 
of  mndry  inbabitanta  of  Pennaylnnia, 
praying  a  repeal  of  the  doties  on  - 
Mr.  Ward  atao  pteaented  pedtiona  of  the 
euM  eharaetar  from  Beaton  - 
Diatiict  of  Colombia,  appointment  of  tho  ataad* 
log  ooumittea  on  the  • 
a  hill  aulhnrlsing  et^tecriptien  to  an  edition 
of  the  lawa  velatiag  to  the,  read  twlco  - 
Ae  third  raadiog  negatived  ... 
en  motion  of  Mr.  Pickeoa,  the  Jndieiary 
Committee  were  inatnioled  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  prepariog  a  oode  of 
jDriapfodenco  for  the  • 
on  aiotioa  of  Mr.  Wabater,  a  eammiUeowaa 
appeiatod  to  inqniro  into  the  atate  of  tho 
incorporated  banka  within  tho,  dec 
Mr.  Ooldaberoogh  sohmltted  a  reaoliltiODon 
the  aame  anbjeet  ..... 
a  bill  aapplemealal  to  the  act  incorporating 
a  company  for  making  oartain  tomplke 
Kfada  in.  read  twice 

(See  Turnpike  Xaail-*  Mtl  from  tbe 
Senate.) 

Diatriet  Jndgee,  Mr.  Gold  anbmitted  a  rcaolntbn 
rriativo  to  tha  dmlea  and  aalatioo  of 
agreed  to,aiidreferrodtothe  JodieiaryOom* 

mittae  -  "  

a  bill  providing  additional  compenaatiDn  to 
the,  of  the  Soathem  Dietrict  of  N.  Torfc, 
read  twice    ......  679 

ordered  to  a  tliird  reading  -      •      .  -1408 
read  a  tbiid  time,  and  paaaed    *  -  MOT 

Dobbini,  Daniel.   (Bee  Semi,  Hufiu.} 
DoemoDla,  a  reeetntien  from  the  Senate  dinet- 
ilig  copiea  of  certain,  to  bo  traBamtnad  to 
each  of  tbe  Jndgee  of  the  8apr«ae  Ceiut, 
read  ....... 

read  a  aecoad  and  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Dolph,  Cbartea,  a  Irilt  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  cUldnn  of,  read  twioe  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

road  a  third  time,  and  puaed  ... 
DanMHie  Gooda,  Mr.  Jonninga  presented  a  me- 
morial of  die  Laglalataie  of  Indiana  Te>» 
ritory,  praybg  that  certain  manofeetorea 
of,  in  aaid  Territory,  nay  be  exempted 
from  penaltiea,  dtc,  r^rred  - 
Domcstie  Mannfeotares,  Mr.  Sergeant  preeented 
a  petitjon  from  aandry  intubitaole  of  Fhil- 
adel(Aia,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  aet  fas- 
poaing  dotiea  on    -      -      -      -  • 

Mr.  Sfaatpe,  of  KentBcky*  praaoBfeBd  a  aimn 

larpetTtioD  458 

Mr.  Hnlbert,  of  Maaaaehoeettt,  preaented  a 
nmilar  petition     .      .      .      -  - 
Doorkeeper,  ^tpointmest  of  a  • 
Doagberty,  Tbomaa,  election  of,  ai  CM  of  the 
Hoaae  - 

Drawbaek  9f  Dniiea,  a  hiU  to  aUam  a,  od  ej^ta, 
dec,  read  twice  - 
oiAHBdtoBthiidmdiM-     -     -  - 
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DiAwlwek  of  Datici — contiDued.  Pig«. 
a  third  time,  uid  (mmwI    ...  1463 
nturosd  from  ibie  Seiutla  witk  wm  anMod- 

meot  1466 
eonsidcnd,  and  conewmd  in    .      •      *  1457 
Duck  Biver,  a  IhII  makisg  apprepriatioM  for  i»- 
pdriog  Um  nwd  fioa,  10  MftdiMNiTiUa,  &e.t 
rwd  twie*    ......  1378 

ordend  to  a  third  iwdioff  ....  1407 

DnnBi  Tliomaa,  appoutawnt  of^  ai  terg«aiit.a^ 

Atom  876 

IhitiM  aod  Drawbacks,  snDul  r^MUtof  the  See- 
retary  of  the  Treatfory,  etstiag  the  aoioiiiit 

of  408 

Dvtiaa  on  Mercbaodia*,  Mr.  Lowodea  pioaanted 
to  the  Houia  a  Uom  frtna  tha  Sacialaiy 
of  the  Treaauiy,  cootainiiii  an  aotimato  of 
the  whole  aoiooot  of,  aoerainf  the  past 

TMT  731 

Duties  on  Stamps,  &c.,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 

the  act  lajiDg,  read  twice      ...  738 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  746 
Duties  on  Imposts  and  Excises,  Mr.  Ward  sol^ 

mittad  a  reaohition  on  tha  aubject  of     •  940 
referred  to  the  Commiltaa  on  NatioBal  Cur- 
rency 1109 
en  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  of  the  Preaidant  in- 
nrmation  coQceroing  certain  •      •      •  1009 
a  Maaaage  IVoirf  the  President,  with  a  report 
fromtheSemtaryirf'theTreaaaryinre^jr  1403 

E. 

Sarlf  Caleb,  and  John  Kaaut  an  admae  laport 

on  the  petition  of,  agraed  to  -      -      -  398 
Baatman,  Jonathan  B.,  a  bill  for  tha  laliaf  of,  road 

twice  369 

ordered  to  a  third  raading  -  393 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed    ...  893 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor    •  691 
Eaaton,  Rufus,  a  delegate  from  Miaaoiui  Tatri- 

tory,  was  qualified,  &c.  •  .  «  .  381 
zanarks  of,  on  biaitoolation  mpactiagri^ta 

of  preemption  .....  380 
concerning  certain  Weotwn  lan&  >  .  897 
speech  of.  on  the  bill  to  regtUata  commerca, 

Ac.  646 

on  the  bill  concerning  military  service  -  983 
Saaton,  Smb.  and  Dorothy  Storer,  a  bill  for  die 

relief  o^  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1307 
pngraas  reported,  and  leave  to  sit'asain  ra- 

ftHsd  1868 

Edwatda,  Woldon  N.,  o(  North  Gardina«  waa 

qaali6ed,  &c  917 

EdwaroavtUe^  Illinois  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Stephenson,  tha  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  instracted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  land  office  at  1380 
Elaetions,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit- 
tee of   878 

general  report  of  tha  said  committee  •      -  744 
EBtaia,  Lewta»  and  William  Zeigtart  Mr.  Hop- 
kinaon  praaentad  the  petition  o(  on  ^ 
subject  ofgaa  light,  referred  -      .      -  976 
Balimatee,  a  letter  frnn  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treaanry,  with  certun  ....  450 
Eipanditures  and  application  of  Moneys  for  the 
MUitary  Department,  a  report  on  the  aub- 
ject of  the  460 

aame  in  relation  to  tha  Navy  JhfuVmmi  •  1870 


Page. 

Expeuaes  of  Ae  Militia  tnanred  by  State  gov- 
emokenta;  on  moticm  of  Mr.  Wright  a 
aelaet  etHumittae  was  a^winted  om  the 
aubject  of  tJ8 
a  bill  concerning  the,  land  twice,  and  ooa> 

mittad  -  471 

a  report  on  snndnrclaiiBa  fbr,  nfemd  lo  dw 

Secretary  of  War  Wt 

Mr.  Mills  submitted  a  resototion  ooncamittg  1031 
modified  and  agreed  to     -      •      -      •  1M7 
Expenses  of  the  Army  and  Militia  during  the 
years  1814  and  1816,  a  bill  OMkiag  ad- 
ditional approprialiona  to  defiaj  lha,  read 
twice,  ana  conunittad   >      -      •      •  W 
reported  with  an  ameadmeat  atrifcing  out 
the  yeare,  and  iaaaiting  »  during  the  lata 
war,"  road  thiae  timaa  thua  aawinded,  and 
paaaed         -      -      -      -      -  SSI 
returned  tmta  the  Senate  with  an  aaead* 
meat,  and  coaeorred  in  •      •      •      .  3SS 
Expenses  of  Public  Bnildinga,  Mr.  Jowatt  sob- 
nittad  a  readntiea  a^ing  m  minue  dm- 

UU  of  the  997 

agroed  t^  and  a  comanttaa  appointed  la 

{meant  the  aama  to  tha  Praaident  *      .  ION 
nassage,  with  a  statement  in  reply  •       .  lISS 
Elpansea  of  the  United  Statea  Conita,  on  no- 
tion of  Mr.  Marsh  the  Seeraiary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  lay-^fer«  tha 
House  a  statement  of  ths^  in  oercaia 

Stales  IIM 

report  in  reply  -----      .  lift 
Elportation  of  Uold  and  Silvar  C«n,  Mr.  Ho|t. 
kinaon  ptaaentod  a  patitian  of  aandry  in- 
babitante  of  Philadelphia,  praying  a  law 
to  prohibit  the,  referraJ  -  .      •  6(4 

Extra  Oompeoaatioo,  a  rasolution  granting,  to 
the  officers  andservsnis  of  the  UoDae,on 
motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  paaaed  -  •  I46C 
Extra  duties  on  foreign  vessels,  Mr.  Bradbaiy 
iweaentad  the  patitton  of  anndry  mer- 
chants, &c,  of  Portland,  praying  tha  im- 
positioo  o(  referred      -      .      .       .  gn 

F. 

Falae  Invoices,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wendover 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mann, 
factores  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  axpedieney  of  providing  by  law  mora 
effactnally  to  prevent  the  intiwluctioa  of  7N 
Fanning,  tfaniyt  a  UUfer  relief  of^  twice  road  -  413 
otdarad  to  a  third  reading  ...      .  4tt 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   ...  4SS 
Parish,  Thomas  B.,  a  bill  for  ral^  of,  twioa  road. 

aod  committed     •      -      •      -      -  OS 
reported  with  an  ameodmeot   ...  1351 
read  a  third  time,  and  paasad   .      -      -  1^7 
Farrar,  Thomaa,  and  otheia,  a  bill  for  teliaf  nS, 

twice  read,  &c    -      -      -      .      .  1114 
reported  with  an  amendment    .      -      .  ISS 
iMd  a  third  time,  and  paaaed   ...  IIST 
Farmera  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Qeorgetown, 

report  on  the  petition  of  the  ...  13£t 
Farrow,  Pharoah,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice  8Hl 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1363 
read  a  third  time,  aod  passed    ...  |)ff 
Female  Orphan  Avylum  of  Washington,  Mr. 
Forsyth  submitted  a  res(4ation  cwicaraing 
the  1S7T 
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Fife. 

Field  Officers  of  MUitu.  «  UU  from  the  Senate 

oonoeming   -  -  1089 

twice  feed       ------  1108 

ordered  to  a  third  reaiUog  -      .      -      -  1380 
read  a  third  time,  and  ptwed    -  1403 
fituuaom,  annaal  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

TresMiiy  od  the  881 

docamente  traoemitted  to  GongreM  on  the 

subject  of  the  1*01 

Flood,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  twioe  read, 

and  committed     -  997 
reported  with  an  amendDeent    -  1S63 
read  a  third  time,  and  pened   ■      •      -  1367 
Forbee,  John  M..  Mr.  8mith»  of  M eryland.  pre- 

seated  the  petittoB  oC  lefored      •      •  10S8 
■  btti  jfbr  relief  of  twice  med,  and  eommitted  1137 
Foreign  Afleire,  appointment  of  a  eeleet  com- 
mittee on  877 

Foreign  Coin*,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Webster  the 
Committee  on  National  Cniren^  were 
instructed  to  report  a  lull  coneeming     -  1195 
a  bill,  in  parsoance,  te  iignlala  the  cnr- 

rencv  of,  twice  reed      ....  1320 
ordered  to  a  third  readiDg  -      -      .      -  1874 
read  a  third  time,  and  peieed    -      .      .  1S77 
Portign  Debt,  statement  of  the      ...  16M 
Forfiuted  Iionde,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JienainfS 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
■trueted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediencT' 
of  euthoriung  the  sale  of  oertain  -  -731 
a  bill  to  thai  eflect  twice  read   -      .      -  1098 
ordered  to  a  third  reeding  •      .      ■      .  1364 
read  a  third  time,  and  pewed    -      .      *  1S67 
Fotieitnres,  report  f€  the  Saereteir  of  the  Tre» 
sury  on  the  petition  of  ntndiy  merchants, 
proving  rcmiseion  of     -      -      •      -  1714 
Forney,  D.  M.,  of  N.  Carolina,  was  qnelified,dtc.  367 
speech  ol^  on  the  inquiry  into  the  condoot 
t>f  the  Postmaster  General    .      -      .  U64 
Fonyth,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  coneeming 

an  additional  military  academy  -  -  438 
Taoiarks  of,  on  the  numbet  of  ouets  •  -  448 
on  ibe  bill  to  regulate  eommeree  466,  467, 463 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gaston's  motion  to  post- 
pone indefinitely  -  473 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  postpme  in- 
definitely the  Senate  bill  mi  tba  same 

subject   693, 694 

remoriis  o^  in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndre  -      -  006 
speech  cf^  on  the  passage  4^  the  Commer- 
cial bUI   663 

Tenarks  ^t^^  on  Mr.  Handdph's  xeeohitioB 

Tespecting  General  P.  B.  Porter    -  .942 
remarkt  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  R.  -      -      -  946 
■pMehof,oa  the  United  States  Bank  bill  -  1189 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  Navy  1370 
'ractional  Sections  of  PnUie  Lands,  the  Speak- 
er presented  a  memorial  of  tite  Legible- 
tore  of  Missittippi  Territory,  praying  a 
enbdivision  of,  referred  .      .      -      -  418 
BQ  mdvetee  report  concurred  in  -      -      •  786 
vmnklin  Bank  of  Alezandria.  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  die  1364 

rontiar  of  Missouri  Territory,  Mr.  Gaston  pr»- 
■ented  a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of 
•aid  Temtoiy,  respecting  forts  erected 
along  the,  referred  ....  1014 
«  bill  for  relief  of  the  petitiMMrs,  dee.,  read 
twice*  and  **— .....  11S7 


Pegs. 

Fulton,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the 

benefit  of  the  widow  and  children  of  -  1846 
twice  read,  and  referred  ....  1860 
reported  with  amendments  -  1411 
indefinitely  postponed  -      -      -  I48B 

Funded  and  Floating  Debt,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cady  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  report  what  additions,  if  any, 
have  been  made  to  the,  since  the  80th  iMT 

September  Isst  867 

r^ort  and  rtalement  in  refriy  ...  llSt 
copy  of  the  r^rt  in  fall  -      -      -      -  1697 
Farther  AppropriaUons,  a  bill  from  die  Senate 
making,  for  the  year  1816,  read  thiaa 
times,  and  pasaed  1465 

G. 

Gastm,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qoalifled, 

end  took  his  seat  876 

remarks  o(  ea  the  Gmgressieoal  reserWf 

tions  894 

speedi  o(  on  dw  eoauBoreU  eooTeutioii  466,466 
speech  o(  on  the  third  reading  of  the  sanw  489 
apeeeh  ot  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

on  Standing  Rules,  dec.  -      -      •      -  699 
speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  direct  tax  •  871 
remarks  of^  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to 
postpone     ......  1136 

speech  of,  on  the  United  States  Bank  tnll  1146 
remarks  of,  on  the  Compensetion  bill       -  1187 
Gelston,  David,  a  bill  Ibr  relief^  twice  iwd  -  1378 
mdered  to  lie  on  the  table       ...  1419 
General  Court  of  Indiana  Territory,  on  notioB 
of  Mr.  McLean,  the  Jadiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inqnite  what  amend- 
menu  were  neceaaary  in  the  aet  regula- 
ting the  886 

General  Land  Office,  letters  from  the  Commit 
sioners,  oo  various  sulgect%  referred  to 
the  OoBunitlee  en  PaWcLanda    -   886, 469 

7t«.  867 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Commia- 
noner  of  the,  was  directed  to  r^wrt  a 
statement  of  the  lands  to  which  righta  of 
pe-empttoo  have  been  granted     -      •  968 
report  of  that  officer  in  reply    ...  979 
General  Stafi*  of  the  Army,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  on  the  subject,  and  a 
fi>r  organising  the,  twice  read       *      .  808 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  1286 
read  a  third  time,  and  neommitted  -      -  1387 
reported  with  ameadnenta,  and  oidend  to 

a  third  reading     .....  1339 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   ...  1360 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1410 
considered  and  concurred  in     -      -      -  1411 
Georgia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  lUaafhctaras 
were  instroeted  to  inqoiie  into  the  expe- 
diency of  granting  the  assent  of  Coo. 
grese  to  a  certain  act  of  the  Stata  of      .  1068 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilde  the  J  odwiary  Committee  were  in* 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  a  more  convenient  arrang*. 
ment  of  the  timee  and  places  of  hoMiog 
the  circoit  conrta  of  the  United  States  in  1047 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  twioe  read   ...  1051 
iMdathirdtiM,awtpMMd    -  -  1368 
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Gen;,  Add,  Mr.  Uolbett  prMenUd  a  petition  of, 

referred        ......  6gi 

t  bill  aotborixing  payneat  to,  dM^tiHee 

read,  and  eominined     -      -      .      .  106S 
ooDmiUM  dieeberged       v      .      .      .  1454 
GheboD,  Mr.,  of  VnginutMBufcso^oartfbr- 

tteg  a  aobjaot  eoDMoCed  witt  Uw  nMitia  877 
■pMcb  o(  M  tbfl  bill  to  icgolale  eeamfive  66S 
CHh^w,  Hugh,  of  ftantylvtBia,  waa  qmUflM» 

and  took  bis  aeat  -  378 
CM4,  Mr.  rcmarka  of,  00  hie  raeolotioa  oeae«M> 

ing  tbe  United  Sutoa  diatriet  jadgea      •  W» 
apeech  of,  on  the  motion  to  poetprao-Ma* 

fioitaljr  tbeCommereiat  UU  -  -  48> 

raaiarka  of;  oa  tbe  motkm  to  wjwt  tbe  Sen- 
ate bill  00  that  aubjeot  -      -      •      -  6M 
apeech  of,  en  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  13SI 
OddaboroDgh,  Chadea.  of  MaqrUad,  waa  quli> 

fled,  dec  383 

renarka  of,  on  the  laaahitioa  conoendag 

UaffioiD  alavea  lll^y 

-    zeMika  ot  on  UattadStatea  Bank  bill  1119,^123 
roMtfca  of,  oB  the  Direct  Tai  bill    •      •  IISS 
Oddamkha,  Silwamitha,  du^  Mr.  Sergeant  pr*-  \ 
aenlad  a  petilion  of  tbt,  of  FhUadelphla, 
praying  repaal  of  tbe  act  {npeaing  datiaa 
on  gakt  and  ailv«r  plaiei  Ac.,  retored  .  -  458 
a  reaototion  to  that  effect,  from  andaftai 
the  Idtfa  April  next,  agreed  to,  and  a  bHI 
ordered  in  poranaaee           ...      .  808 
(See  rwtfl) 
Oooda,  Waraa,  aad  Merduadiae,  a  bill  to  con- 
li&aa  m  fetca  Ibo  aei  inpoaiflg  additioiial 
dntiao  on,  twioa  read,  a^l  eamnHted    -  694 
debated  ia  ComBittae  of  the  Wbala      7M,  787 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -  786 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad   -      -      .  788 
retarned  from  the  Sanalawitb  aacndBentai 
aad  concurred  in  •      •      -      -      -  817 
Qua,  Gofcraor,  of  Upper  Canada,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lowodea  the  Committee  of  Waja 
aad  Meaoa  were  iuatrueted  to  ioqsm 
into  the  cipadiesof  of  eiempting  Amb 
&utf  the  carriage  of      -      -      -      .  11S9 
inoluded  in  the  bill  reraHting  dallea  t«  Har- 
vard College   1S9I 

Oorenhaont,  a  bill  making  appropriattODa  fbr  the 
■apport  o(  for  1816,  twioe  read  and  oem- 

mitted  1910 

reported  with  ameodaMaU  ...  18O8 
•iderad  to  a  third  reading  ...  ]8is 
raad  a  thiid  ttmo,  and  paaaad  ...  1314 
ntamed  from  tbe  Senate  with  anwndiMite  1869 
read  and  committed  .  .  .  -  .  iJgO 
Npoited  diaagreement,  and  the  Senate  ?»• 

ceded  1868 

GoreraoiB  of  SUlea,  Mr.  BaaaeU  aobtnitted  a 
veaolotion  to  aa»ad  the  ataoding  ralea 
and  ordera,  ao  aa  to  admit,  withia  the  Hall  1080 
amended  and  agreed  to     ...      .  1046 
Oiast  of  Land  to  General  Jaekaon  by  the  In- 
diane,  a  meaaage  fiom  tiie  Present,  to- 
coniBieiiding  eoBftrmatkm  of  the,  referred  719 
(See  Jaekmm,  Oemer&i  Andrmt.) 
Gfajdon**  D^eet  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
Stalea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the 
Olerk  of  tbe  Hoaae  waa  directed  to  pro- 
cure twentj-five  e^ee  o^  for  Um  oae  of 
the  Hoaae  aad  Me  oemitlaae  -  091 


Pig* 

CMffin,  Inae,  of  PenaeylTaaia,  waa  qnafified,  &e.  884 
Oroereaor,  Tbomaa  P.,  of  New  Torit*  waa  qaal- 

ified,  dbc  -  387 

nmarke  of,  on  Mr.  Readelph'a  aetiaa  ee^ 

earning  P.  B.  Potter  .  .  .  .  9tt 
remarka  of,  on  the  Canadian  R^gee  htt  18M 
reawka-of,  on  the  Compeneation  bin  11S9,  UN 
remu-ka  «^  on  the  United  Statae  Baak  bin  IMS 

lUI 

remaika  ef,  on  tte  Senate'a  ameadflaeats  to 

the  above  1338 

apeech  of,  in  replj  i»  Mr.  Wetolar  -  •  IStt 
ueedi  o(  oa  tbe  Utt  fiir  the  eolleeliea  of 

rewnae       ...      1890^  iMl.  MM 
umnkjk-tAt  en  the  ieqnitT'  late  tha  Ps* 
laaeter  Oeaeral'a  aeceaota    -       1499^  1481 
On7,M«Mfaem  (See  mimmi,  tiey*  ) 

H. 

HabewfOerpaa^  en  motleo  of  Mr.  WiUe,  the  Ja- 
diciary.Ueanaittee'Were  taaimeted  te  fa- 
tfAn,  Ac,  oeaedNwig  the  men  efleclaal 
awarding,  granting,  Ac,  write  of  -      •  W 
Bab^  WUOaia,  of  New-  B«MHhiM»  ma  oadl. 

lied,  Ac  CM 

Hell,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  Baak  bBI    .      -  1888 
rcaaarka  Ot,  on  the  iaqeoy  fencawtny  the 
Poatueater  General  -       •  1484 

Halk>waU,  BdwaKi,  a  biH  to  aMoad  the  aeC  ftr 

relief  of,  twice  read      ...  .89 
ordered  to  a  third  reading      ...  ism 
read  a  third  time,  anid  puaed  •      •       -  IS9i 
BaBilten.  Elizabeth,  Mr<  Oeld  aa^pa> 

tition  qt,  referred  .      •      .      -      .  9lt 
abUlferrebafottwiceraad     -      -      -  lOM 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  iMf 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ...  1S98 
Hamilton  Coan^  CouH-Honaa,  Ohio,  a  bill  aa- 
tboritiDg  payment  for  the  deetraetioa  o^ 
twiee  read,  and  committed    ...  i|M 
reported  with  an  amendawat    ...  IKI 
read  a  third  tioie*  aa4  paaaed    -      .      .  195T 
retained  from  the  Senate  with  anendmeata  MM 
eoaaidered,  and  conearred  in     -      •      •  1431 
Hamou,  William,  a  bill  for  relief      tMoo  reaA 

and  committed      ...      -  .671 
rejMirted  with  en  amendment    ...  ISM 
rMd  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  ISSJ 
Hampden,  in  Maine,  a  bill  lor  relief  of  certate 
ewaeie  of  gooda  entered  et,  twioe  read, 
and  eemmitted     ...      .      .  lUI 
reported  with  aoMMdmeate,  and  oidwoA  !•  • 

diird  readiag  18N 

read  a  third  time«  ead  peeeed  ...  ISSI 
Henanit  Alexander     of  Meijlaad,  waa  qaafi- 

fted.dBe.  411 

epaeeh  o(  on  die  notion  to  rqeet  the  Senate 

bill  oonooraing  tbe  oon*enlion  -  llf 

epeet^  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill  -  ff* 

Hwwon,  Cbarlea        (See  RUge)^  Mitkmdy 
Hardin,  Benjamin,  of  Keatadc;,  wae  naaHftad, 

and  took  hie  aeat  .      .      -      .      •  3tf 
apeech  o(  on  the  biU  to  regalate  00— eeaot 
^keT  9tt 

temarke  o(  oa  the  lepoit  of  a  Rorenae  ajW' 

tea..  -..-.734 

remarka  o(  oa  tfio  auitionAr  UioOeauilttea 

teriw  -----.-7«» 
apeech a(  as IhaBIreatTucWn      .  fn,lt» 
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Hurdin.  Benjamin — conUnued.  Page, 
temarksof,  on  the  bill  concerning  jspiritt,  dec.  1234 
nnuAe      recommeniltng  Kentacky  whi*- 

k«j  instead  of  daret     -  1284 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  atnendmenta  to 
the  Bank  bill        -      -      -      -      -  1340 
RanisoD,  Samuel.   (See  Courtney,  John  T.) 
Hanison,  General  Williant  H.,  the  Speaker  laiil 
before  the  Houao  the  memorial  reieried 
to  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  Expendi- 
lore.  -  1196 

committee  di*c^ig«d,  and  BMmorial  icfer- 
rad  to  the  Seerrttiy  of  War  -  1456 
Harvard  College,  Mr.  Ward  pieaenled  the  peti>- 

tion  of  the,  referred  ....  766 
a  bill  to  remit  certain  dutiea  to,  twice  read  114S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1S0O 
amended  bj  iadudiog  the  carriage  of  Gor- 

eruor  Gore   -  IMl 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    •      •      -  ISM 
Hmndl.  N.  B.   (See  Ptnhtk  Jobn  A.  a»d 
otkera.) 

Hattera  of  Boston,  Mr.  Ward  itresented-  the  peti^ 

tion  of  ibfli  referred  ....  678 
Mr.  Pitkin  also  preaeated  a  similar  petitioQ 

from  Connecticut  679 

HelmboUl}  George,  Mr.  Sergeant  pteaented  the- 

petition  of  1030 

Hinda,  Major.   (See  Xxottt  Lieut.  Colmel.) 
Hodgei  George.   (See  Barrjft  Eduard.) 
Hotkar,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fiw-ielief  of  1S63 
twice  read,  and  referred    -  1374 
reported  without  amendment    .      .      •  124S 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  1464 

Hopkinson,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  tlu  Commercial 

*^    bill  *88 

cpeecb  of,  on  tlie  q^eatioD  of  Anal  peaaage 
of  the  same   ------  639 

■peech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill      -      -  79S 
apeech  of,  oa  the  United  Slatea  Bank  bill  -  1096 
remarks  of,  on  the  traffic  in  alavea  in  the 
Diatrict  of  Columbia     -      -      -      -  1117 

remarks  of,  on  the  OompenaatioD  bill        -  1 186 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  coUectipn  of  rev- 
enue -      -      -      -  1383, 1400 

fiomef  James  and  Joahua,  adveiae  leport  on  the 

petition  of,  ooucorred  in       ...  481 
HoniBt*  81oop4f-war,  e  l»U  to  reward  dw  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the.  twice  reed     •      •  443 
reed  a  third  lime,  and  passed    -  966 
Boraee  lost.  Ax.,  Mr.  Hardin  presented  e  memo- 
rial of  the  Legialauire  of  Kentucky,  rate* 
live  to  compensation  for,  laid  on  the  table  614 
Smu  of  Meeting,  Mr.  Condict  submitted  a  zeao- 

lution  to  change  the      ....  1090 

conmlered,  and  disagreed  to  -  •  •  13|0 
another  motion  to  change  the»  to  ton  o'dock* 

■greed  to  1S86 

House  of  Rapraaeotatites,  liat  of  members  preaeot 

et  the  opening  of  the     .      -      -      -  373 
Hoaeebold  Furniture,  &c.,  «  bill  to  repeal  the 

dutieson,  twice  read     ...      -  1138 
ordered  to  a  third  readiug  .       •       •       >  IS34 
r«ad  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      -      -  1336 
Hoaetouni  Jamea  E.,  Mr.  Teilair  presented  the 

petition  of  1114 

Hiisar*  Benjamin,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qeali- 

fled.  &c  381 

remarka  o(  on  the  report  rejecting  the  daim 
of  A.  MoBtgonieijr      ■      -      -      •  4U 


Httgw,  Benjamin — continued.  Page, 
speech  of,  on  tbe  bill  to  regulate  commerce  -  673 
remarks  of,  on  the  rerenae  report      -      -  674 
■peech  of,  introducing  a  reeolotion  concern- 
ing the  remains  of  Uie  lateOeoeral  Waah- 

ington  1007 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Root       •      -  1010 
speech  of,  on  the  reeolutien  coneeming  un- 
settled baleoces  1068 

apeech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Condict  -  1070 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  -  llSO,  1180 
on' tbe  bill  to  regnlata  the  tariff  -      -  1303,1874 
Haie,  Captain  John,  of  the  New  York  militia, 
and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  the 
Commitiee  on  Penaiooa,  &c,  were  in- 
atmeted  to  inqntre  into  the  expediency  «f 
[4Kcing^  on.the  penaion  liat  -      -      •  66t 
Hollwrt,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  eatablidl 

an  additional  Military  Academy     -      -  tt4 
^eech  oC  in  reply  to  Mx.  King,^  of  Ma«»> 
chnaetto  -      -      -      -  448 

■peech  of,  on  the  bill  cooeeniing  CanadieB 
reftigeea       ......  090 

'  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  orgaiuxing  the 

General  Stafil  duu       -      -      -      -  IMi- 

remarks  of,  on  the  tariff    -  -  1337. 1371 

remariu  of,  on  the  Sennto'e  mandaiente  t» 
the  Bank  hill       ...      -  1889,  IMt 
HiiU,Jaboi.abiUforraii>fof,twicenad  -      -  889 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ■      -      -      •  893 
read  a  lUrd  time,  and  paaaed  -  -      -      •  808 


Illinois  Territory,  Mr.  StoTeeeen  presenttfd  a  pe> 
tftion  of  the  Legialatare  of,  relatire  to  the 
judicial  system  of  said  Territory,  referred 
a  bill  sepplMnental  to  theaotregalatingand 
defining  the  dntiea  of  the  judges  of,  twiee 
read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
reed  a  third  lime,  and  ptaaed  - 
retnmed  from  the  Senate  wWt  iwandmento  1414 
eonaiderad.  and  diai«raed  le     •     -      -  1410 

a  bill  making  farther  |nOTuion  Jbr  aettCng 

claims  to  land  in,  twice  read  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

ubie  

taken  op,  read  again,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment ------- 

conndered.  and  eoneurred  in    •      -  - 
Mr  StephenMn  preaented  another  padtion 
at  the  Legislature  of,  praying  an  abridge- 
ment of  the  powers  of  tbe  GoTeroors,  re- 
ferred   

report  that  it  is  inexpedient  cencttirad  in   -  llOS 
a  bill  to  authnrixa  the  surveying  andmaldns 
a  road  in,  twice  read     .      -      -  • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Dtinois  and  MiawMri  Tetritoriee,  abill  Uprovide 
&r  tbe  eppeinbnent  of  a  aorvajor  of  the 
public  lande  for  the.  tw ieened 
ocdared  to  a  third  reading  -      -      -  - 
read  a  third  time  and  paaaed  - 
letamad  fivin  tbe  Senate*  wiihwaendaMla 
oeu^dezed.  end  eenearted  in    -     -  • 


431 
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Page. 

Imported  8dt,  ■  bill  to  ooDtinqe  in  fiwM  tb*  aet 
impounv  Kdditiooal  datiM  on,  dce^  twice 

wad  694 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  738 
read  a  third  time,  and  paesed    ...  784 
Inporta  BDd  Tonnage,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  da- 

tiee  on,  twice  read        ....  isoi 
ordered  to  a  third  raading       ...  1349 
teed  e  third  time,  and  pawed    ...  I3fi3 
retumed  from  the  Senate,  with  enwodmenta  1410 
conaidered,  and  eoncarred  in    .      -      >  1438 
ZodemQificatioo,  <Jtc^  a  bill  rrom  the  Senate  for, 
of  oeruin  claimanta  to  land  in  MiaaiHip- 
pi,  twice  read,  end  referred    -      -  .1198 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted  1348 

reported  with  amendmenle,  and  ordered  to 

a  tUrd  reading     .....  iSTS 
laad  a  Uiird  time,  and  paand  aa  amended  •  1377 
Indian  AiUia,  en  motion  of  Mr.  Jeoning*,  the 
Committee  on  PaMie  Expenditarea  were 
faMraeted  to  inquire  into  the  atate  of  the 
aecoanta  connected  with  the  anpeiintend* 
tnej  or,  in  Indiana      ....  437 
Iiadien  Depredaiiona,  an  adverse  report  on  the 
memorial  ol  the  Legialature  of  MiaMaaippi 
TcTfitor;,  relating  to    ...      .  883 
liidlana  Territory,  on  motioD  itf  Mr.  Jennings,  a 
committee  waa  q^ated  to  inqnire  into 
the  expediencnr  of  ebanging  tlw  wetMii 

limit  of  38jB 

an  adverae  report  thereon  -  -  •691 

Mr.  J.  aleo  preeenteil  the  petition  of  the  Le- 
giilature  of,  praying  that  aaid  Tenitory 
may  be  erected  iatoao  independent  State, 

&&,  refitrred  408 

a  hill  to  admit*  into  the  Union,  dec*  twice 

lead  4S0 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1399 
lead  a  third  time,  and  paaaad  •            •  1300 
ictumcd  from  the  Senate^  with  amendmenta  1367 
considered,  and  concurred  in    -      •      -  1373 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Le* 
gislature,  concerning  a  Alt  spring  there- 
in, concurred  in    ....      .  803 
Infirm,        Offioeia  and  Soldiera,  a  bill  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read  80S 

wdered  to  a  third  reading  ....  413 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

Uble  413 

Ingham,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  the  Tariff  1330.  IS?! 
lui^ectors,  Measurers,  &c.,  a  bill  to  increase  the 

compensation  of,  twice  read  -  1344 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      •      •  -1363 
read  a  third  time,  and  puaed    ...  13&7 
Interaat,  on  motion  «r  Mr.  Oaston,  Ae  Hilitaiy 
Committee  were  instmcted  to  inquire  Into 
the  expediency  <if  allowing,  to  the  militia, 
and  prieatPB  in  the  army,  dtc,  in  certain 

caees  694 

a  report,  that  it  would  be  inexpedient      -  1068 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report 
whether,  was  paid  on  Inlla  drawn  on  the 
War  Department  -      -      -      .      .  1386 
report  of  aaid  Seoretaiy    ...  .1349 
Inrclid  Pensions,  a  anpplemeBtaiT  report  fnm 
^e  Secretaiy  of  War  on  the  anbjeet  o^ 
leAned       ......  tSIS 


Invalid  Pensiena— eontiBQed.  h|k 
a  UU  to  increase,  in  certun  cuai,  raid  a 
third  time,  and  passed  -     ■     -    •  U14 

Invalid  Penuoners,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  nad  IW 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  ■  1411 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  smtodiDenti  HtS 
considered,  and  concurred  in    •      -     •  Ittt 

Irving,  William,  of  New  York,  was  <]aalified,&e>  TV 

Irwin,Jared,ofPennqilvania,wtsqailified,Ac 

J. 

Jackaon,  John  Q.,  of  Ta.,  wu  qoafifiad,  dec  •  m 

speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  regulate  eoDDWt  (H 

apeech  of,  on  the  revenue  report      -     •  W 

remarka  of,  on  the  Compensation  IhU     •  UR 

remarks  of,  on  the  Poet  Office  EvUblithoMBt  t3U 
Jackson,  General  Andrew,  report  on  the  Ket- 
aage  recommending  confinnation  of  the 
Indian  donation  ofland  to,  committed  -  Itn 

a  bill  to  confirm  the  grant  therein  uentiDD- 
ed  to,  which  the  House  refused  to  coander  M 

indefinitely  poatponed      -      -     -     •  ItSt 
Jail'and  Cooit-Honse,  in  Alexandria,  Mr.  Lewb 
presented  the  petition  of  sDodiy  iohtbil- 
ante  of  aaid  city,  praying  the  erection  of 
a,  referred  ^ 

a  biU  to  enable  the  Levy  Conrtofthe  oraa^ 
to  lay  a  tax  for  the  pnipoN  mmli««4 
twice  read    -  *•? 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased  •  -  * 
James  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleuul^«o«* 
mittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  thi 
expediency  of  granting  the  wsent  of  tm- 
grees  to  an  act  of  the  Genertl  A«em"T 
of  Virginia,  ineorporadog  a  oMnptny  *• 
improve  the  navigation  of  the,  dee.     -  >>" 

a  bill  declaring  tha  aaaentof  C<HrFa«ti>»- 
to,  twice  read  r?. 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  '  * 
Jennings,  Jonathan,  a  delegate  Irom  Ind^aaaTa^ 

ritory,  was  qnalifled,  dee.  .     -  m 

remarks  ot;  introductory  of  a  reiolBlioB  re- 
lating  to  settlors  of  public  lands    -     '  ^ 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  inquire  into  tt» 
accnunu  of  theSoperintendeot  of  Inuia 
Affkire-      -       -  . 
Jewett.  James.  •  bill  to  anthwixe  the  dvonp 
at,  ftom  impriionnien^  twice  read 

oidned  to  a  third  reading  • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 

disagreed  to  by  the  Senate 
Jewett,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  United  Sules  Bank 

bill      -      -      -      -      ■  ".'sts 
Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified.  *c  J" 

remarks  oi;  on  the  Compensation  bill  * 
Johnaon,  R.  M.,  of  Kentncky,  apeech  of,  onw 
bill  to  anthoriie  payment  for  pofti^ 
Ioat,dbc       -      -      -      •  .- 

remark  of,  on  the  bOI  for  support  of  inSn. 
dtc,  officers  of  the  Revolution      •     '  « 

speechof,ontheadditionaIMililaiyAc^eoy 

speech  o(  in  reply  to  Meanra.  King  and  Uol*  ^ 

bert     •      -      -      -      "     *     '  gsl 
speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill      '     '  0 
speech  o6  on  the  Ordnance  bill  -     -  * 
apeech  o(  on  the  biU  eenccming  mAUJ^  ^ 

aervioea       .      -      -      •      ■     '  ,,ja 
apeech  ol^  on  the  CompensatioB  biB  H^-  '^'j^ 

•peechoi;  Ml  Feat  OOea  investigation     •  1^ 
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JtAaton,  R.  M. — cootinoed.  Page. 
r«mark>  oU  on  tha  General  Steff  -  1331 

nrnurka  of,  on  iha  Ocnenil  AppNpiuiioo 

bUl  130S 

Jena,  Qntmtj  and  Co.,  mud  othm,  Mr.  Lang- 

Oon  preaented  tbopetitianof  -      -      -  546 
Jonw,  TboBciM  Ap  Cateeby,  «  biU  for  nliaf  of, 

twice  read,  and  refened      ...  1060 
reported  willi  an  amendneDt    ...  1353 
lead  a  third  tiiDe,  and  paned    ...  1367 
Jones,  RoMell.  {Sf  Peatlee,  Jokm  H.) 
Jodicbl  Syatem,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SMgeaM,  the 
Jodidary  Committee  were  inataroflltd  to 
inquire,       eMKmiint  tha^  of  tin  Uni- 
ted Statea   1047 

a  bill  further  to  extend  the,  twice  read      -  1367 
indcfinitelj  poetponed      ....  1414 
Jndieiaiy,  appointment  of  the  atanding  commit- 

tee  on  tha   376 

JtiriBpnidanea,a  bill  anihori^nf  dm  Jadgoof  the 
Circuit  Court  of  tbe  Diatriet  of  Colnmbk 
to  prepare  a  code  o^  for  aaid  DHtrie^ 
twice  read  -  -  •  -  .  -  .  1408 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad  -  -  -1411 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment  148» 

cooaidered,  and  eonenrrad  in    -      -      •  146S 
E. 

Kaafcaalua,  a  bill  to  eatabUah  a  land  dirtrict  in 
Illinois  Territorjr,  eaat  of  the  district  of^ 
twice  read    ......  1401 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  UOS 
KanfiUl,  John,  and  Michael  Heogit,  report  oa 

the  petition  of,  committed     -      -      .  1 14S 
Keeler,  Ebeneier,  and  John  Francia,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Root,  the  Committee  4^  Waya  and 
Mean*  were  tnatmeted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  discharging,  from  impriaon- 

ment  018 

a  bill  directing  the  discharge  of,  twice  read  1149 
ordered  to  a  Uiird  reading  -  ISOO 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   ...  1)06 
Kemp,  Thomas,  adverse  reporton  the  petition  of  1196 
Kant,  Moses,  of  New  York,  waa  qualified,  dec.  •  884 
KoDtudv  Abolition  Society,  Mr.  Clark  present- 

ed  the  pettUon  ctf  the,  referred      -      •  461 
adverse  report  concurred  in      ...  601 
Kerr,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac.      -  87S 
Kidd,  Robert,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      -  1140 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -      -      -  1200 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed    -      -      -  1196 
Kidder,  Samnel,  junior,  Mr.  Steams  presenud 

the  petition  oCrafaired       ...  678 
KiDff,  William  R.,  of  North  Carollpa,  was  qiul- 

ified,  and  took  lus  seat  -      .      .      -  87B 
King*  iohu,  an  adverse  report  on  tlM  petition  o( 

concurred  in  -      .      -  898 

KiDff,  Mr.,  of  Maasachuaetts,  speeeh  of,  on  tibe 

Military  Academy       ....  488 

remarks  of,  on  a  uniform  qrstem  of  bank- 
ruptcy .......  464 

•]>eech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce  588 
on  the  motion  lo  repeal  the  direct  tax      •  804 
on  his  reeolation  concerning  commercial  re- 
strictions     ......  877 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Burwell    ....  880 

on  the  report  of  the  conferees  on  the  Con- 
vention bill  -  1040 

OD  the  Compensation  bill  -   .   -      -      -  1184 

14th  Con.  Ist  Ssss.— 63 


King,  Chariee,  letter  Ihim,  to  Mr.  Adsois,  on  tha 

Dartmoor  aflbir  I6OS 

KiteheU,Asa.   (See  Xhafc,  £bmw«/.) 
Knoxville,  Tennessee,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  au- 
thorisiog  the  sale  of  a  lot  of  grouid  in, 
the  propnty  of  the  United  Stalea  -      .  73T 
read  twice,  and  relMTed    ....  744 
reported  withoal  amendneat    ...  803 
ordered  lo  a  thin)  readiog  ....  136S 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1886 
Kurti,  Andrew,  a  bill  aumrixtng  and  reqturiog 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  Istlem  pa^ 
ent  to,  twice  read        -      •      -      -  1180 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   ...  llM 


888 

785 


1414 
1410 


463 

IS38 


Lambert.  V^liam,  a  letter  from,  with  abatraela 
of  his  calculations  relative  to  the  longitude 
of  the  Capitol  ..... 

referred  to  a  select  committee  - 
(See  LoTtgitude,  4'C.) 
Land  Offices,  a  nit  from  the  Senate  establishing 
one  for  the  district  eaat  of  Mississ^pi 
river  and  Island  of  New  Orleans  - 

twice  read  

indefinitely  postponed  -  14^ 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Euton,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing,  at 
Arkansas  and  Jackson  - 

inexpediency  reported,  and  concurred  in  - 
Land  Stifle,  on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same 
committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther slterations  were  necessary  in  the  law 
ratifying,  in  Mississipj^  Territory  and 
State  of  Jjouisiana  .... 

Mr,  Easton  also  presented  unndiy  resolotioos 
of  the  IfCgistature  of  Missouri  Territory, 
on  the  subject  of,  referred 

a  tnll  for  the  final  adjustment  ot^  iu  Louisi' 
ana,  twice  read  .... 

indefinitely  postponed      .      .  ■ 
Laud  Warrants,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cady,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  inslroct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  le 
ceiving,  in  payment  of  lands,  dtc  - 

report  of  inexpediency  concurred  in  - 
Lattimore,  William,  a  delegate  from  Mississippi 

Territory,  was  qualified,  dec  - 
Law,  Andrew,  a  bill  to  extend  Uia  patent  grant- 
ed lo,  twice  read  .      -      .  - 

committee  disdiargcd      .      -  - 
Lawrence,  William  P.,  Mr.  Cannon  presented 
the  petition  of     •      -  - 

an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in 
Lawrence,  Lieutenant  Colonel  William,  a  tall 
from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  - 

read  twice,  and  referred  - 

reported  without  amendment    -  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Lawrence,  Isaac,  and  others,  •  bill  for  rdief  et, 
twice  read  - 

indefinitely  postponed  ... 
Laws  of  the  United  Slates,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ross,  the  SccreUry  of  Sute  waa  directed 
to  communicate  to  the  House  what  has 
been  done  under  the  act  aothoristog  a 
tnbseription  to  the,  dte. .... 
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1008 
1334 

37B 

1888 
14M 

780 

loss 

iOSO 
1047 
1080 
1106 

1881 
14S8 


4M 


Digitized  by 


Googit 


Jxvii 


INDEX. 


Ixviii 


Hottte  Proceeding*  and  Debates. 


S88 
391 


-  OfiO 


1S80 


1788 

766 
1360 
1881 


hnf»  of  the  United  8ut««— contioucd.  Page. 

a  refwrt  in  obcdlenEe  thereto  ...  431 

OD  motion  of  Mr.  Rekeriog,the  Cleotfcof  the 
HouM  we*  directed  to  parchue  five 

of  the  011 

Leed  Mine*.  Mr.  Eeeton  sabmitted  e  reeolation 
inatrocting  the  CemiDittee  on  Pablic 
Lends  to  ioqaire  into  the  expediencjr  of 
rcguUting  by  lew  the  leenng  and  work- 
ing    the  pablie»  in  Mkeoori 

modified,  and  agreed  to  .... 

Mr,  EbMou  ale*  pnaented  a  reeolati»n  of 
the  Lcaiihiture     Mid  Teiritei7  on  the 
eaine  enhject,  lefemd  to  the  aame  com 
mUtee  • 

00  motion  of  the  eame,  the  Secreury  of  the 
Treaenry  was  directed  to  report,  at  the 
next  aeaeioo,  all  the  infimnMion  he  can 
obtain  rdative  to  certain  ... 
Lagll  Ctumncy,  a  hill  toprovble  for  collecUnff 

the  reveane  in,  read  twice,  and  conmittad  1861 
report  thereon  diacHMed  and  recoanutlad  .  1413 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1481 
'  nad  a  third  time,  and  rejected  •      -      -  I4S7 
Larant,  Britieh  ■hipM>f-war,  docamente  relating 
to  (he  captare  of  the,  by  the  United 
States  frigate  Constitution  - 
Larin^  James,  a  bill  anthorising  payment  of  a 
earn  of  money  to.  twice  read,  and  refinred 
reported  without  amendnicnt  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  ... 
Levy,  Uriah  P.,  Mr.  Milnor  preeented  the  petip 

tion  of  -  118S 

Levy  Court  of  Alexandria  county,  D.  C.  (See 

Jail  and  Court-koute,  4-c.) 
Lery  Court  of  Wwiiington  county,  D.  C,  a  bill 
to  amend  the  ect  conferring  certain  pow- 
er* on  the,  twice  read.  - 
Lewis,  Mosee,  a  bill  directing  the  diecbarge  of 
from  confinement,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  - 
Librarian  of  Congress,  on  motion  of  Mr.  For- 
syth, the  Libraiy  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  increasing  the  aalary  of  the 
•  hill  from  the  Senate  to  eatahliah  the  salary 

of  the  93S 

twice  read,  &c  940 

Library,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  cooccmiog  the  -  1303 

read  twice  1307 

ordered  to  &  third  reading        -      -      -  1363 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  1366 
Lioenses  to  Retailers,  a  bill  for  redacinK  the  du- 
ties on,  twice  read  .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      -  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Light-Hoaaes,  Mr.  Roherteon  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Legialatare  of  Louiaianat 
praying  the  establishment  of  one  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
a  bill  for  the  building  of  uree,  at  the  respect 
ive  places  therein  mentioned,  read  twice, 
and  referred  - 
reported  with  amendmenia 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Uqnidation  of  certain  CUmst  a  lull  for  the, 
twice  read    .      .      -  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  • 
■Bother  hill  for  the,  twioe  nad,  ftc. 


-  803 

1149 
l!i94 
1396 


-  387 


1373 
1410 
1411 


1SS4 


1373 
1377 
1380 


1S86 
1376 


hp. 

L^tla  Gnll  Island,  on  motion  of  }b.  Lanim 
the  Committee  of  Wa^  and  Msau  wan 

ioatmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expadisiK; 
of  making  an  appropriatioo  for  presening, 
from  the  encrowdimeats  of  the  set  ■  IW 
Loana,  en  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Secntaiy  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  te  laj  Mm 
the  House  a  sUtement  of  all,  made  aan 
first  March,  1813,  with  tines  aid  t«as  UN 
a  report  in  ra^y  thereto  -  .    •  IIB 

mneriu  of  die  Bacietaryof  the  TiewHj 

upon    -      -  UK 

Loan  Office  Certifieatee,  en  melion  of  Mr.  Bstti, 
the  aame  officer  was  directed  te  report,  it 
next  eesMOD,  a  sttianeat  of  the  tia»ut 

of,  Ac  If* 

Location  of  Claims  to  Landa,  Mr.  Middletoa  j» 
seated  the  petition.!^  the  L^isbtattlf 
lUinoia.  prajing  fiMber  time  farths.  le- 

ferrad  

withdrawn*  conaidered  hf  the  Hobm^  mi 
twice,  and  ordered  to  a  tfaiid  iee£if   •  11" 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  joint  rasohitisii 

queeting  the  Preeident  to  esaie  hrtha 
observations  to  be  made  with  lbs  fis*  <f 
asceruining  the,  twioe  reed  •     ■     *  » • 
reed  a  third  time,  and  passed   •     -  , ' 
I^mis,  firaatoa,  a  bill  for  the  relief  e(  tmc* 
read,  and  referred  -      •     •  v.' 
reported  withojit  amendment,  vti  omtti 

to  a  third  reading  

read  a  third  time,  and  passed   •  * 
Loomis,  GasUvtts,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  tvieetwd  m 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed   •     -  ' 
Loss  of  Property  during  the  War,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the  Conun* 
tee  of  Claima  were  insimcted  to  inqont 
into  the  expediency  of  liquidsiinf  1» 
daime  of  citizens  for  the  J 
Looses  by  hostile  Indiana,  the  Speaker  prewnttd 
the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  Haw- 
sippi,  praying  remuneration  of  iteir  »• 
habiunts  lor,  by  donatioDs  of  I«no  o"'  "f 
those  ceded  by  said  Indians,  referred  • 
Lost  Miliury  Land  Warraols,  a  bill  prondmg 

for  cases  of,  twice  read  -      •     '     '  ugt 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed   -  J.1 
LouisvUle,  Kentucky.    (See  Portt  of  SKtry^ 
Low,  William  C,  of  Nortii  Carolina,  wanoili- 
fied,  &C.      .      .      -      "     V  j 
liowndes,  Mr.,  of  South  CaroUna.  renisitt  «  ^ 
on  militia  expenaee  - 
on  tiie  bill  making  additional  appropmtioM 
to  defrey  the  expenses  of  the  Annj  m  ^ 

militia  "»„  *  ill 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  die  infirm.  *e.  • 
on  the  motion  to  rqect  the  SensU  >  Coo-  ^ 

Tendon  KII  - 
in  explanation  of  hit  report  on  the  f*""^,  jji 

aystem  -  -  -  •  .  • 
on  Mr.  King's  reflation  co&cemiog  com-  ^ 
mercial  restrictions  -  -  *  ]  |Sf 
on  a  revenue  resolution  -  •  *  *  ii]} 
on  the  Direct  Tar  bill  -  -  "  '  .jj; 
on  the  bill  concemtog  spirits  dirtillM.  ^-  j- 
on  the  biU  to  reguUte  the  tariff  -  ''^M 

.1*1 

on  a  melion  to  postpone  the  mme  -  ,«f 
on  the  bill  to  increase  the  Naty  • 
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Lutnpktn,  Mr.,  q>Mc6  of,  «n  the  revenaa  re|>ort  964 
on  the  bill  coneeraing  miliUrj  •emocB     •  1038 
Lf  «D,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  oa  the  bill  coaconiDg  the 

conmereiftl  oonTcntion  -      •      .      .  884 
Maceo,  Nathaniel,  a  lotltr  from,  tMigniDg  hii 

•eat  ia  tba  Hotwa  of  RepraMotaliTCa    -  M4 

M. 

Maim*  Mff.  Kiaf  pnatnttd  a  petUion  of  randrf 
inh^tanta  of,  praTing  a  ohaoge  in  am 
of  the  tenne  of  the  dbtrict  eooit  of  aald 
dielrict,  rafcrrad  387 

Mfort  or  tnespedieiK7  agreed  to      -      .  933 

OB  motioB  of  Mr.  Pania,  the  Jadtdary  Oom- 
taiittea  wera  iaatmcted  to  iaqaha  tato  the 
expediency  of  changing,  dec,  the  ehvnit 

•oortof  78S 

Ktkoim,  Henry,  report  of  the  8aeretai7  of  the 
Treaanry  on  the  petition  o^  rafwred  to 
the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means      -  818 

a  bill  for  relief  of  twice  road     -  •  976 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  IS96 
Mallory,  Thomas,  Mr.  Barbour  prseented  the  pa- 

tition  of,  referrod  1068 

Manac,8amDel,  a  hill  for  relief  of,  twioa  read  .1876 

•cdetad  to  a  third  reading        ...  1878 

nad  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  ■  1880 
HannftetoriDg  Eatabli^unenls,  Mr.  Hopkinaon 
and  Mr.  Sergeant  each  presented  petitions 
of  sundry  proprietor!  of,  in  Philadeli^, 
prsying  for  the  appointment  of  a  separate 
committee,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  381 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged, 
and  the  ■atiieet  laforred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revision  of  the  Standing  Rales,       -  386 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  PcDmylvania,  presented 
similar  petition,  referred  to  same   -      .  917 

Hr.  Condict,  of  New  Jersey,  the  same   396,  931 
Ibiine  Corps,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the 
Navsl  Committee  were  instructed  to  in* 
quire  idto  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  law  relating  to  the  •      -      -      .  1808 

a  bill  to  reduce  the,  twice  read        •      -  1410 

indefinitely  postponed  ....  1433 
MaiUe,  C  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read   -      -  898 

Mdered  to  a  third  reading        ...  414 

resd  a  third  time,  sod  passed  -  4S1 
Haniage  License  Tax,  a  bill  to  appropriate  the, 

in  the  District  of  Columbia,  twice  read  -  I3S8 

indefiniuly  postponed  -  1454 
Mason,  J.  B.,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  qualified,  dtc.  393 
IfsMHiic  Society  of  Alexandria,  D.  C,  Mr.  Lewis 

presented  the  petition  of  the,  referred     -  430 

advene  report  concorred  in      -      .      .  676 
Maasaere  at  Dartmoor  Prison,  documents  In  re- 
lation to  the  1606 

minute  of  a  convenation  between  Messrs. 
Clay  and  Gallatin,  and  Lord  Castlereagb, 
on  the  subject  of  the     -      .      -      -  1607 

a  letter  from  Mr.  Charles  King  to  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, detailing  the  inquiry  into  the         •  1609 

loportof  Messrs.  Larpent  and  King   -  -1611 

conaspondenca  between  Messrs.  CIsy  and 
Galtadn,  and  Lord  Castlereagb     -      -  1617 

letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary  of 
8ute  1618 

note  from  die  Secratacy  of  Stale  to  Anthon 
8t.JohBBakaf  1»» 


Msssscre  at  Dartmoor  Prisoa— contboed.  Page, 
examination  of  witnaaies  -  1620 
statement  of  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 

▼estigate  the  16811 

a  Ittt  of  the  prisoners  wounded  and  killed  -  1599 
Maxwell,  John  P.  and  Hogh  H.,  Mr.  Gaston  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred      -      -  1188 
a  bill  concerning,  read  twice     ...  1339 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  137^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   ...  1877 
Mayrant,  Mr^  remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  bill      -  1806 
Maysrille,  Kenlacky,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Desha, 
the  Committee  of  Coameree  and  Mann- 
foctores  were  inatmcted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  estabUshing  a  port  of 

•ntiyat  486 

Mecbanks'  ReHef  Society,  of  Alexandria,  Mr. 

Lewis  pwseated  the  petitiM  o(  raftmd  401 
an  adverae  i«P*rt  thereon  emeurad  in     -  790 
Mendianta,  Mr.  Ward  pfeeented  the  petitioa  of 

snndiy,  of  Boston,  referred   ...  879 
Mr.  Ssigeaat.  the  same.  <rf  Philadelphia    -  788 
petitions  laid  on  the  taUe        ...  789 
Marchants*  Bank,  of  Alexandria,  Hr.  Lewis  pre- 
sented a  petition  for  the  inooipwation  of 
the  subsoibwa  to  the,  referred      -      -  786 
a  favorable  report  tbaraen        ...  13M 
Merino  Sheep,  Mr.  Hnlbeit  prasented  a  petitio* 

of  the  breedstaaf,  referred    ...  391 
Merry,  Jonathan,  Mr.  Ward  pCMtatad  tiia  peti- 
tion of,  referred    .....  679 

Message,  the  Preaidont'e  Annoal*  (Senate  pro- 
ceedings, p.  12.) 
on  motion  <^  Mr.  Taylor,  the  several  sat>< 
jects  of  the,  were  leferied  to  appropriate 
eommitteea  ......  877 

Miami  of  the  Loke,  a  bill  ftom  the  Senate  con- 
cerning a  road  from  the  fbot  of  die  ra- 
pids of  the,  to  the  Oonneeticat  leserre, 
twice  read  1296 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -      .  '     •  1364 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -  1368 
a  lull  providing  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land 

at  the  British  fort  at  the,  twice  road      -  1068 
Ofdered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1866 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused   -      -      -  1863 
Michigan  Lands,  a  message  ftom  the  Preaidait 
concerning  the  ansnitsUeness  of  the,  for 
bounties,  referred  -  898 
(See  tHktary  Bountu  Land».) 
Middletown,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning 

die  entfj  of  vessels  at  -      .      -      -  1369 

twice  read  1863 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1409 
amended,  read  a  third  tune,  and  passed  as 
amended  1411 
Military  Academies,  a  bjll  making  provision  for 
three  additional,  twice  read  and  eoranit* 

ted  403 

reported  with  amendmenta  -  -  .  448 
recommitted  to  the  Military  Committee  -  460 
■sported  with  an  amendment  striking  ont 

two  of  the  three,  twice  read  ...  676 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1388 
Military  Affidrs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on   877 

Military  Boiuty  Lands,  a  bill  to  anthorixe  the 
surrey  of  ten  mUlions  of  acrea  in  Uan  of 
the  lands  set  apart  in  Middgan  fi»,twioe 
nad  I8» 
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Mifiury  Bonatf  Lmdr— emtiBiMd. 
•ncDdcd  kt  the  Clerk'i  taUe  - 
bid  on  tbfl  table  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaMd  ... 

Military  Clothing,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bijao,  the 
Military  Committee  were  initructed  to 
inquire  into  the  eipedienc;  of  providing 
for  the  payment  of  each  articfea  o^  aa 
may  be  oae  to  loldiera  discharged 
Military  EataUiihnMiit,  a  bill  makiag  wprofira' 
liMM  fbr  th*  aappnt  of  Uw,  or  1818, 
read  twiee 
ttad  a  third  time,  end  paaaed  • 
letumed  from  the  Senate  with  UMndiiWDbi  1434 
coudeced,  and  coocmred  in    -      -      -  1440 
Mflitary  Land  Warrant*,  for  Revatatwimry  aer- 
^eaa;  on  notion  9f  Mr.  T»Ioiv  of  New 
York,  the  eommittoa  of  pobBc  Iwde  «nm 
inibructed  to  ia^riM  into  the  oxpediency 
of  eiloadiaK  tha  tim  for  iiising  aad  lo> 

eating  

aUllofthattaMrtiriMrMul  - 
•fdandtoftdifrdrtadiDy-  ... 
a  bill  from  the  Senaf  to  A*  eaiae  aftet  - 
twice  read  ...... 

•pdorad  to  a  tiiird  reading  -      .      .  - 
nad  a  third  time,  aad  jpuaod   .      .  - 
Militaiy  and  NanI  Eipaiiditarea,  tha  Raglatar'a 

stalemeni  of  1658 

Military  Penrione,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of 
Ohio,  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
ReToluUonary  Claime  were  ioitnicted  to 
inqnira  into  the  expediency  of  anthori- 
ring  by  law  the  appointment  of  agents  to 
ptjiftc  

Militaiy  Services  daring  the  lata  war,  a  bill  mak- 
ing further  proviuon  for  paying  for,  twice 
read  - 

laid  on  the  table  ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed  - 
Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  commitleo  on 
the  

Mr.  Caldwell  presented  instm^ons  from 
the  L^latnre  of  Ohio  iclatiTe  to  organ- 
iung,  arming,  dec.  .... 

on  moUon  of  Nr.  Johnson,  the  snbjact  was 
lalerred  to  the  Seeretaiy  of  War,  with  in- 
stmctions  to  report  at  the  next  aaasioB  a 

Srstcm  for,  dec.  1488 
esMC*  from  the  Freaident  with  the  an* 
noal  itatament  of  the  •  .  •  .  119S 
a  lull  for  the  piymont  of  dw,  in  cases  men- 
tioned, twice  read  .....  11S3 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1865 
read  a.  third  time,  and  paased  ...  1866 
a  letter  from  the  Secretan  of  War  respeci* 

ing  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  -      •  1901 
a  bill  for  organixing,  claasing,  and  anaing, 

twice  read  1329 

indefinitely  postponed      -  1409 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  cooceroing  the  annu* 

al  sum  for  arming,  dec,  the  -      .      .  1410 
read  twice      ......  1411 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  1454 
MiUiia  Claims,  papers  communicated  to  the 

Hoase  on  tfie  snbject  of      .      .      .  1741 
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999 
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1059 
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959 


Blilitia  Law%  on  motion  of  Mr.  GiMon,  Ai 
Military  Committee  WOTS  ustnKtid  li 
Ufniro  into  the  oxpadianCT  ef  fmifaf 
for  die  printing  of  a  awldbto BWtwrf-  4> 
KMrt  irf"  said  committee  •     ■     •    •  M 
Miller,  Thomaa,  and  Stephen  BahM,  a  Ul  h 

relief  twice  read  -  •  -  ■  int 
a  third  reading  n^atived  •  -    •  1171 

Mills,  Elvah  K.,  of  Masaaehvaetta,  was  imliM  Ht 
spaedt  o(  on  the  bai  to  legalilt  cda> 
■scree  -  ....  HI 

Miniatara  to  Foreign  Nations,  on  mstioi  Mr. 
Forayth,  tito  Gommklee  ef  Wsyi  ml 
Means  wa»  iMteMtod  toinfnia  irtsAa 
expediencT  of  Inmaring  na  aanul  il> 

lowaoM  to  UK 

Ministen  and  Gensals,  papara  on  the  snijsctrf 

eompenaation  to   -  -     -    •  IM 

Miner,  Menaaseh,  a  UU  for  idM  fl(  real  twiei, 

and  rsfomd  ^ 

reported  with  an  amendment    -     •  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •     •    ■  U" 
returned  fUm  the  Senate  witb  aa  saaU- 

ment,  and  twice  road   -  *    *  !£ 

erdned  to  a  third  rea£ng-  •  * 
Mint,  a  message  transmitting  the  mpartof  tbs 

Director  ef  the  *'* 

MisMaaii^  Territory,  the  petition  of  lbs  I<«l»' 
latnre  of,  presented  at  th«  Itrt  mam, 
for  admissitm  into  the  TiBioo,  ™ 
ferred  to  a  select  committee  -  * .  * 
Mr.  Lattimore  preaented  snndiy  pctUim 
praying  that  a  cenans  may  be  ttken,  sad 
the  TerritoiT  erected  into  an  in^cf^  ^ 
ent  Bute,  Tarred  to  the  ■amaenoMlN  * 

the  Speaker  preaented  a  waihr  prtlM 
frontheLegialatnroo^orddedtebK 

the  toble      -  . 
Mr.  Lattimore  presentodanotberpelitisDl* 

flia  same  effect  .  •  "  .  *,  "  S 
a  bill  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  tiri«MB  *  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  '  '  '\m 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused    -  * ' 

Miisonri  Territory,  Mr.  Esston  preseoledspi^ 
tion  of  the  Lcgislalore  of,  fivp^ 
grant  of  a  tract  of  land  for  a  certaiBfa^ 
pose,  refoned  -     '  ' 

on  motion  of  Mr.  E..  the  Jadiciirr 
mittee  were  instructed  to  inqnit*  istv  w 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  fwlw 
goiemment  of     -      "     *     '  u 
■  bill  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the  set  *»  w 
government  of,  twice  read    ■     '  ' 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       •     *    *  ijB 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
HitohaU,  Richard,  a  biU  from  the  Senate 

lief  of   '  lllf 

twiee  read,  and  committed  '  *  itf 

reported  withont  amendment  •  *  '  ]jD 
recommitted 


agam  repo 


rted  without  amendB»«t.  tii 


.1* 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Mobile,  an  adrerse  report  on  the  pelitira  « 

town  of,  conctured  in  -     •     '  ^ 
Montgomery,  Andrew,  an  advene  lepwl  «•  "I  ^^^ 
claim  of      '''*','  4li 
oonsidand,  and  concumdiD  ■ 
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Morgan,  ZteqaOIe,  t  bill  for  relief  of  thfl  widow 

and  minor  children  of,  twice  load  -      -  765 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      ■      -      .  I35S 
read  a  third  time,  and  paued   -  1967 
MMlteett,  WiUiam.  a  Inll  for  relief  o^  twice 

read  418 

mrdered  to  a  difrd  reading  -      -      .      .  in 
lead  a  third  time,  and  paeeed    •      .      .  468 
iratnmed  frem  the  Senate  with  aa  amend- 
ment, and  concurred  in  -      -      -      .  geo 
Moieley,  William.   (See  Farrar,  TKonoaJ 
Mowry,  or^Manry,  Jabek,  and  others,  Mr.  King, 
of  Massachiuwtta,  pnamiad  tile  petition 

reArred  -708 

«  joint  renlotion  to  indgnai^,  twice  nad-  1056 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  -  .  13$$, 
read  a  third  Ume,  and  pawed  -  -  -  1374 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  anundtaents  1430 
mnndered,  and  concorred  in  •  -  •  I46S 
MnfldaT,  William,  a  biU  from  the  Senate  t« 

tncreaie  the  peneion  of,  read  twice  -  11S9 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1358 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  paewd  ae 

■mended  1368 

BlcCftUly,  John,  Mr.  Ingham  preeented  the  peti* 

ttoQ  of,  referred  436 

a  report  from  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Navy  on 

the  aame,  referred  to  the  aame  •  -  1303 
an  adrerse  report  of  the  committee  ooncnr- 

red  in  1381 

UeOoy,  William,  the  election  of,  coateated  by 

RiAert  Porter6eld        -      .      .      .  106 
eonfiimation  of  the  right  of,  to  bii  leat     •  1407 
MeCtlUoeb,  Jamee      report  on  Uio  petition  of, 

CMnmitted  isog 
a  ftTorable  resolotion  repotted  •      -      .  1373 

iKtd  on  the  table  1373 

HcKee,  Samael,  of  Kentucky,  wae  qoalifiad  -  39S 
)q>eedi  of,  on  the  revenue  report  •  •  736 
on  the  repeal  of  the  direct  tax  -  -  .  870 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate'e  amendment!  to 

the  Bank  bill  1843 

on  the  Poft  Oflee  inreetigation  -  1468 

N. 

Nandi,  Xaverio,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  803 

readaflrrttime  817 

read  a  lecood  time,  and  referred      -      -  846 
reported  without  amendment    -      -      .  1356 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  1377 
read  •  third  time,  and  paued    ...  1880 
Nation*!  Bank,  Mr.  Hopkineon  praaented  the 
petition  of  a  number  of  inhabitante  of  nfl- 
adelphia,  pricing  the  eetablidunent  of  a, 
referred       ......  386 

Mr.  H.  preeented  another  petition  of  the 
••me  character     .....  393 

Mr.  Bradley  the  came,  from  the  IHrtrict  of 

Maine  401 

Mr.  Ho^inaoa,  otiiera  of  the  same  cliuaeter 

ftom  Riiladelphia  408 

the  Secretan  of  the  Tieaaary  reported  a  jdan 
of  a,  which  waa  preeented  by  the  commit-' 
tee,  together  with  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
aabeeribeni  to  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  60A 
Mr.  Southard  preeented  a  petition  from  New 

Jereey  for  a  736 

Mr.  Sergeant  the  same,  from  Philadelphia  -  705 
(Bee  Bank  tftk*  VnUed  Statu.} 


Page. 

National  Seminary,  app<nntment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on  the       .....  377 

National  University,  a  biU  for  the  establishment 

of  a,  read  twice     .....  I03I 

the  bill  called  up,  and  the  House  reftiaed  to 
connderit    ......  1304 

eommitttw  discharged      ....  1454 

NatniaKiation,  a  bin  from  the  Senate  rriatlve  to 

cases  of  591 

read  twice,  and  reforred  .  .  .  .  676 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  dlird  reading     .....  loOO 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  Ue  on  the 

taUe  1108 

lead  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  .  1810, 
a  resolntiott  from  die  Senate  to  print  tfte 

laws  concerning,  read  twice  ...  1869 
read  a  tiiird  time,  and  passed    ...  1808 
Naval  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baseett,  cer- 
tain resolutions  respe^ing  die  establ^. 
ibenl  of  a.  were  agreed  to     .      >      •  1488 
Ncral  A&irs,  qqprintmntt  of  a  Mbet  cmnmlt- 

tee  on  -      ...      ■      .      .      .  377 
NaTiI  Opeimtions  against  the  Barinoy  Powors, 
papers  eommnnieoted  in  relation  to  tito, 
under  Commodore  Beeatnr  ...  176S 
Navigation,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a 

■ystem  of     -----      -  1346 

read  twice,  and  committed       ...  13S0 
reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted  I30S 

Navigation  Company  of  New  Orieans,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  oonfiming  the  u»e  and  poans- 
nen  of  a  lot  in  said  aty  to  the      -      .  $11 

read  a  first  time  675 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      .  680 
reported  without  amendment,and  committed  736 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  1360 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed    ...  1363 
Navigation  of  Saiiae  Creek,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McLean,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expedieney  of  proridiug  f<w  the  improve- 
ment of  the   1047 

Navy,  a  bill  ibr  the  gradual  tncreasa  of  the,  raid 

twice  1063 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1378 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1374 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameadmsnts  1430 
considered  and  concurred  in  -  •  -  1463 
a  UU  fcr  nimpott  of  tike,  for  Ae  year  181^ 

nad  twice  ISOS 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed   ...  1308 
Navy  Commiseionen,  Mr.  King,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, submitted  a  resolution  to  amend  the 
rules  snd  orders  so  as  to  admit  Ae,  to  seats 

within  the  HaU  m 

oonaidered  and  concurred  in     -      -      -  Oil 
Navy  Pension  Fond,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  enclosing  a  rqwrt  of  the 
CommisHooen  of  the  .      -      .      -  S16 
a  Un  from  the  Senate,  in  addition  to  the  act 

In  relation  to  the   ....  .1177 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1180 
reported  without  amendment    -  ISIS 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  I860 
Nebinger,  George,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  hein  o( 

twice  read  Ml 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  MO 
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Ncbiafn,  Geoig*— -continaod.  Pag«. 
read  ■  third  time,  and  pawed    -      •      -  694 
retarned  front  the  Senate,  with  amendmenti  1364 
concurred  in,  with  an  ameodment     •      -  1410 
NeliOD,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  Uie  Can- 
ada Volanteen*  bill      ...      -  1034 
New  Bailding  on  Capitol  Hill,  Mr.  Lowndes, 
from  the  joint  committee  on  the  subject 
of  leasing  the,  for  the  accommodation  of 
Congreas,  reported  a  bill,  lathorixiog  the 
Pnsidant  to  lease,  Ac,  which  was  twice 
Mad,  and  referred  -  379 
feimtcd  without  imendmeat,  laad  a  third 

lime,  and  paned  .      -      .      .      -  360 
ft  neisage  from  the  Senate,  that  the/  have 

passed  it  also  381 

NflwbQiyport,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Ma*- 
sachuietts,  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Mannfaetures  were  instructed  to  io- 
■ooire  into  the  ezpediencj  of  providing  for 
the  rapiin  aadaapport  of  ihepiersin  the 
hariwrof  781 
Newell,  Joseph  8^  a  bill  fur  relief  o^  twice  read  1346 
ordered  to  a  Uiird  reading  -  1408 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed'   -  I4I1 
New  Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorix* 

'  ing  the  sale  of  Iota  in  the  city  of  -  -  1414 
New  York.   <fi«t  Duirict  Judga.) 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  eonceming  ccrtaia 

courts  ht  the  State  of    -      -      -      •  98> 
twice  read       -      •      •      .      .  -940 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   ...  967 
Ntzon,  Liealenant  Colond,  and  M^or  Hinds, 
the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Legiuature  of  Mississippi  Territory,  pray- 
ing that  the  men  who  served  under,  may 
be  paid  for  their  services,  refened  to  the 
Committee  on  Militia  Expenses     -      -  418 
Non-eommiidoned  Offieera  and  Soldiers  of  the 
S8d  Infhntry,  Mr.  Parris  presented  a  peti- 
tioB  of  tfi^  referred      ....  420 

O. 

Oficers  and  Soldiers  of  the  33d  Infantry,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Military  Com- 
mittee were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the,  and  they  had  leave  to  with- 
draw it  689 

Offieera  of  the  Cnatoma,  report  of  the  SecreUty 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
compensation  of   -  1711 
OTiyng,  Abigail,  and  others,  Mr.  Brooks  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred      -      -  846 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred  -  1069 

reported  with  amendment,  end  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  1364 

read  a  third  timB,  and  passed  -  -  -  1367 
(HiiOf  a  letter  from  the  Governor  o(  announcing 
the  unanimoos  rejection,  by  the  Legula- 
ture  of  that  State,  of  the  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  proposed  by  Massacbu- 
setts  and  Connecticut   -  876 

Mr.  Creighton  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Lepslature  of,  requesting  that  power  may 
be  vested  in  the  State  to  sell  certain  re- 
served lands,  rafiBrred    .      -      .      -  im 

a  bill  in  puraoanee  Uiereo^  twice  read,  and 
referred        ......  1295 

reported  without  amendment    -        1814, 1365 

lead  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -      -      .  1868 


O'Neale,  William,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  conenrred  in   -      •  •  &> 
Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores,  a  biQ  mduag 

appropriations  for,  twice  read     •     •  TH 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      •     •     •  9tt 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    •     •     .  IH 
returned  from  the  Smiate  with  amendBcnl^ 
and  referred  -      -      -      .     .  . 
agreement  reported  by  the  committee     -  US 
the  report  eonaidered,  and  concurred  in    •  U&S 
Orphan  Ikxylxaa  of  Washington,  Mr.  Fomtit 
preoeoied  the  petition  of  flie  Boodirf 
TmstecB  of  the,  praying  u  act  of  iae» 
poration       -      •      •      ...  ST 

P. 

Palmer,  Asher,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  sad 

referred       -  UB 

reported  without  amendment    •     -     •  IM 
read  a  third  tima^  and  paaaed  •     •    •  un 
Pania,  Mr.,  of  Massadtasena,  speech  o(  on  Ika 

repeal  of  the  Direct  Tax      -     -    •  IR 
remarfce  of,  on  the  UQ  conenBing  ipriti 

distilled,  dEC  \tB 

Patent  Office,  a  Message  from  the  Prondeatiae- 

ommending  a,  referred  -      •     .     •  IW 
a  bill  to  establisli  a,  twice  read,  and  ca» 

mitted  M» 

eommitlc*  diaeharged  fiom  its  conadcnlka  UH 
Patriotic  Bank  of  Waabington,  a  hvonUe  lapsrt 

on  the  petition  of  £e    -      -    -     *  IK 
Paltenon,  Daniel  T.,  and  George  Ron,  a  Ul  fa 

the  relief  of,  twice  read  -      .     .     •  IMI 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1*1' 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •     -  ' 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amanilmwifcb 
and  concurred  in   -      -      .     .     ■  H» 
Peaoa  EataUishment,  on  notim  of  Hr.  Wii^l. 
the  Military  Committee  were  iHtmalad 
to  inqnu-e  into  the  organization  of  the  -  ^ 
the  committee  reported  a  letter  fraia  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  the  snljeet  -  * 
and  the  committee  were  discharged  -  - 
Peaslee,  John  H.,  and  othera,  a  tall  fer  vM  if, 

twice  read    -      -      .      *     *     *  ^ 
indefinitely  postponed  *■-*.* 
Penguin.  Britiirii  8loop*-o&war,  paper  comiMini* 
ealed  to  the  House  on  the  subject  of  tb« 
capture  of  the,  by  the  United  SUtei  ^  ^ 
Hornet     .         -  •  - 

Penitentiary,  Mr.  Tucker  preaeoted  the  petittoo 
oftlw  Levy  Court  of  Waahington  couilyr 
D.  C,  praying  an  eztenaion  of  the  po** 
era  granted  to  them  by  Uie  act  to  onet  i, 
referred  -  -  -  '  "  / 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Mr.  MtlnorpreatntedlH 

petition  of  the,  referred  -      -     -     •  i*" 
Pennsylvania  Line  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Hopkine>i> 
^ewnted  a  petition  In  behalf  of  the,  n- 

Pension  Agents,  provision  for  the  appointmait 

"  1)11 


of,  in  States  where  there  is  no  Commv 


sionerof  Loans 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  appnotdiut 

of  the  standing  committee  *  * 

Pensions,  for  the  late  war,  on  mMion  of  Ni- 
Throop,  the  above  committee  were  iB* 
stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  oxpediet^ 
of  increasing  the,  in  certain  eases  * 
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Penioai — conlinnecl.  Pige. 
•imilar  iiiBtractiotis  wen  givea  on  motion 

of  Mr.  Comstock  1301 

on  motioa  of  Mr  Comitock,  the  eame  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  calculatiog:  invalid,  from 
the  dtte  of  diichsrge  or  disability  -      -  736 
•  Uli  to  inereaM  the,  in  ceitiia  »■««,  twice 

read  1178 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      -      -  1803 
read  A  third  lime,  and  passed   ...  1308 
Pettfbone,  Daniel.  Mr.  Hopkineon  presented  the 

petition  of,  reierred      -      -      -      -  611 
I^ilUpa'e  Academy,  Andov er,  Masaachnaetta,  Mr. 
Ward  presented  the  petition  of  the  Tnia* 

teea  of,  referred  1400 

PiakaiUt  larael*  of  North  Cardiaa,  waa  qoaiifladt 

and  took  hii  aaat  -      .      -      -      •  381 
remarka  of,  on  the  lulfjoet  of  the  Congrea- 
nonal  raaervatlon  .      •      -      •      -  39S 
Pickaxing,  Hr^  remarka  of,  on  the  claim  of  An- 
drew Montgomery        •      -      -      -  416 
remarks  of,  on  the  additional  Military  Acad- 
emy  4S1,  1S85 

remarka  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
ate bill  concerning  the  convention  -      -  594 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regalate  com- 

marce,  dec  013 

remarka  of,  on  the  Salt  bill  -  7S9 

on  the  United  States  Bank  1011  -      -  -1148 
on  the  Compensation  biU  -      -      -      •  1178 
on  the  incresae  of  the  Navy      -  1871 
on  the  Post  Office  investigation        -      -  146S 
Pike,  Colonel  Zebolon,  Mr.  McLane  presented 
the  petition  of  sundry  ciliMos  of  Cincin- 
nati, praying  that  some  provision  may  be 

made  for  1366 

I^nknqr,  William,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified   -  47S 
apeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  eommene  664 
speech  og  in  reply  to  Mr.  lUndol^   -      -  69S 
the  Speaker  preaented  to  the  Honae  a  letter 
Irom,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  House     •  1401 
ntkin,  Timothy,  of  ConnecUcot,  was  qnalified  •  611 
renmka  of,  on  the  Bank  bill     -      -  1067, 1809 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  regalate  the  tariff  1373 
Pleaaaats,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase 

the  Navy   1867, 1371 

PlenipoteiitiaTiea,  eomapondence  between  the 

BritiA  and  American    1494, 1498,  1499, 1601 
1603,  1008,  1604 
Pomeroy,  K.  M.,  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

ot,  concurred  in     -      -      -      -      -  876 
pOTter,  Peter  B.,  of  New  Tork,  waa  qnalified   •  861 
a  letter  from,  resigning  bis  seat  -  736 
Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  to  in- 
quire into  the  right  of,  to  accept  an  Exec- 
utive  appointment        ....  946 

Porter,  Captain  David,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  a 

petition  of,  referred       ....  420 

committee  discharged,  and  Rubject  referred 
to  the  Naval  Committee        -      -  .736 

that  committee  also  dia^arged,  and  leave 
given  to  withdraw  Uie  petition  -  -  1861 
PoxteiAeld,  Robvt,  Mr.  SheSey  preaented  the 
petition  oC,  conteaUng  the  right  of  Wil- 
liam McCoy  to  a  aaat  in  the  Honae,  re- 
ferred  383 

report  of  the  committee  read,  and  committed  1016 

the  right  of  the  sitting  member  confirmed  -  1407 


Paga. 

Forts  of  Entry,  Mr.  McLean  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  instruct  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  to  inquire  into 
the  eipediency  of,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio   -  408 

amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  to  in- 
clude Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  thua 
amended,  agreed  to      -      -      •      -  409' 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Seovtary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report,  9i 
next  session,  what  alterations  are  necea- 
sary  in  the  laws  establishing,  dec  -  -  1349 
Postage,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  impoaing  addi- 
tional duties  on,  twice  read    ...  694 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  746 

Poatmaater  General,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  fiom  the,  aaking  for  a  com- 
mittee of  inveatigation  into  the  fiscal  con- 
cema  of  hb  Department,  referred  to  the 
Poat  OflloQ  Committee-  -      -      -      •  781 

reatrfation  reported  to  appc^nt  the  committee 
aaked  for  concurred  in*  and  a  committee 
appointed     ......  771 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  said  commit- 
tee were  auttioriied  to  aend  for  peiaona 
and  papora  -  -  846 

report  of  the  commlUea  -  •  '  -  -  1879 
Post  Office  and  Poat  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on  -      -      -      •  870 
Poat  Office  EstabUabment,  a  bill  in  additi<m  to 
the  act  to  legnlate  the,  twice  read,  and 
referred  1061 

reported  without  amendment     -      -      -  1110 

recommitted    ......  1137 

reported  with  amendment^  and  ordered  to  n 
third  reading      .....  1M9 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased    .      -      -  1107 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenla, 
and  referred  1386 

a  message  from  the  Senate  requesting  the 
return  of  the  Inll  to  correct  an  error  in  the 
engrossment  of  the  amendment,  returned  1894 

again  sent  back,  the  amendmenta  oonsiderad, 
and  concurred  in  -      -      -      -      •  1811 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  ealablirii  certain,  read  twice  1304 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      .      .  1S7S 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -      .      .  1377 
Potomac  Company,  a  tnit  to  authoriie  the,  to  ac- 
quire landa,  6k,,  twice  read   ...  730 

indefinitely  postponed       ....  1880 
Predoua  Meuli,  a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
lease  out  or  grant,  for  a  term  of  years> 
minea  of  the,  on  the  public  landa,  twice 

read  969 

Pre-emj>tion,  Mr.  Eastmi  submitted  a  resolution 
ustmcting  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire,  Ac,  concerning  the 
rights  of  settfera  on  the  pilMic  landa  in  . 
Missouri  365 

amended  to  include  the  Tenitories  of  lUinoia 
and  Indiana,  and  agreed  to    -      -      -  386 

on  motion  of  Mr.  TbomM,  similar  inatme- 
tions  were  given  in  relation  to  the  landa 
obtained  by  treaty  or  eonqneat  from  the 
Creeka  887 

reportitf inexpediency      ....  393 

Mr.  Johnaon,  of  Kentuck<r,  presented  Ibe 
petition  of  sundry  inbabitanu  of  Illinois, 
praying  rights  of,  to  the  lands  on  which 
they  reside  888 
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Mr.  J.  also  presented  the  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Illinois  Territory  on  tbe  utoe 
■abject  

1  bill  confirming  certain  rights  o(  in  the 
Stftte  of  Louisiana,  and  Territories  of  Illi- 
Bois  and  Missouri,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  to  wait  on  the,  on  tbe 
occasion  of  forming  a  quorum,  and  their 
report  - 

Ptiaoners  at  Fort  Meigs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  John- 
son, the  Committee  on  the  Militia  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencnr 
of  granting  six  month*  pay  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  militis  talEen 
Pliu  Money,  papers  communicated  to  Congresi 

in  relation  to  a  claim  for 
Prodamalion,  by  the  President,  prohibiting  ex- 
peditions against  Spanish  territory  - 
Ploperty  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  hy  the  ene- 
my, a  bill  to  authorize  payment  for,  twice 
read,  and  committed  - 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  tlurd  raadinf  -      .      .  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
returned  from  the  Senale  with  amendments 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  - 
reported  wiUk  amendments  - 
considered,  and  concorred  in     -      -  - 
Protection,  the  petition  of  a  committee  of  manu- 
heturers,  praying  -      -  - 

Pablic  Debt,  a  statement  of  the      •      •  • 
Kri>Uc  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  stand* 
ing  committee  on  - 
Mr.  Tucker  sabmitted  a  resolation  to  ap- 
pmnt  additkma)  committees  on     -  - 
the  reaointion  called  up,  and  considered  - 
modified,  and  agreed  to    -      -      -  - 
appointment  of  tbe  committee  embraced  in 
tbe  resolution  ..... 

Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  

on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson^  the  committee 
were  tnstraeted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  causing  to  be  printed,  the  laws, 
treaties,  Ac,  in  relation  to  • 

B  Un  to  that  effect  twice  read,  and  commit- 
ted -   

tbe  committee  discharged  - 
PiiUic  Ministers,  a  bill  increasing  tbe  compensa- 
tion of,  twice  read  .... 

a  third  reading  negatived  -      .      .  - 
Public  Road,  Mr.  Caldwell  submitted  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabiunts  of  SteubenviUe, 
Ohio,  praying  that  a,  may  be  established, 
from  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  to  the 
head  of  Sandusky  Bay,  referred 
Ptigh,  Edward.    C^ee  I^dgely,  Biehard.) 
Pniduent  of  PaUie  Landa,  Mr<  Lattimore  pre- 
sented tiie  petition  of  the  Legislatore  ni 
Missouri  Territory,  praying  that  further 
4ims  may  be  allowed  to,  iSsc.,  refened 

a  bill  for  relief  of  certain,  twice  read  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
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Quarter  Sections  of  Land,  Mr.  Reynoldi  nlnn- 
ted  a  resolution  to  aatboriie  the  rabdii*- 
ion  of,  which  was  rcjjected    -     •    ■  i- 
Quorum,  the  usual  meaiagee  interdnngedoiAi 
formation  of  a      -       -      .     -   .  .1 

R. 

Randolph,  John,  of  Virgiiiia,  wtm  qualified  4e.  r 
speech  of;  on  the  bill  to  regiiwe  cemitm, 

&C.  : 

speech  of.  in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinknej  •  -  ? 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  rrresne  m- 

tem  -  -  -  -  .  .  .  p 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Croldsboroogh'i  inieDii' 

ment  to  the  same  -  -  •  -  .  i 
speech  of,  on  tbe  report  of  tbe  coaaiUtt  n 

revise  Uie  rules,  dec  -  ...  1 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  LowBdn  •  •  3 
speedi  ot,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  •  •  •  3 
remarks  ot,  on  Mr.  Clay's  explaMliSM  ■  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Salt  blU  -  -  •  1 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoon  •  -  ^ 
speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  direct  Ui  •  t 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  King's  resoIiUiiM,  Min- 
ing commercial  restrictions  •  -  •  ii 
speech  of,  on  sobmitting  bis  resolite*- 

specting  P.  B.  Porter   -      .     .  9tt->^ 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Forsyth    -    -  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  United  Sutes  Baak,lW.  < 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Cad/'s  motion  to  tarn 
the  same      -      -      -      .     .  -l.' 

introductory  of  a  reaolution  on  the  tnficii 
slaTes,  in  the  District  of  Colamhit  -  • 
on  the  resolution  to  change  tbe  cMspew- 

tion  of  members   -       -      .     .    •  U 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Sunford   -      -     •  -li> 
remarks  of;  on  tbe  Direct  Ttx  UU   •  • 
speech  of;  on  admhtiiif  nttaraliied  ctiiMi 

in  the  direction  of  tbe  United  BuinBak  .'j 
remarks  of;  on  the  daoes  re^eetiiriVK* 

payments     •      .      .      .  - 
on  tbe  bill  to  chance  the  meda  «f  cs^v- 

sation  -  •  -  -  .  -  -i; 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Huger  -  -  •  •  IJ 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Grosrenor  -  -  '  *  'J 
in  explonatioa  of  his  renwfes  -  •  •  U 
in  reply  to  Mn  CaJhoDn  -  ■  .  ■  H 
on  the  bill  concerning  tbe  Post  Office 

lisbment  |^ 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  *  '■^ 
on  his  motion  to  postpone  indefintil;  Ibt 

BankbiU     -      -      -      -     '  ''J 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Grosrenor  -      -     "    '  , 
on  his  motion  to  postpone  the  Taiiffbfl  ■  " 
Rations  and  Forage,  on  motion  of  Hf.  TV** 
tbe  Military  ComDtttee  were  iutnuM 
to  inquire  ^to  the  expediew^  of  jmnA- 
ing  for  the  liquidation  of  all  cltiiu  ^liX 
the  Quartermaster's  department,  ftb   ■  " 
Real  Estate  Bank  of  the  United  StalM^  Mi- 
Tucker  preeented  a  petition  of  midijii- 
hatntanu  of  Alezudiia.  ptsying 
ineorporatitw,  referred  •     »     •    ■  •* 
Rebuilding  Light-Houses,  As.,  a  bill  mlaii  V 
propriations  for,  twice  read,  &&   •    *  ^ 
reported  with  •mendmeols     •     -  ' 
reed  a  tliird  time,  and  pssetd  • 
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Bfloeipta  and  EzpenAtvm,  oa  moUon  of  Mr. 
Kandol^  the  Saeretiny  of  the  Tnauuy 
WM  dincud  to  lay  benn  the  Home  an 
aeeonnt  of;  ftom  the  begini^g  of  the  OoTw 
ommont  to  the  hat  ataiemeiit  fendewd  •  719 
report  of  the  Seerrtaiy  in  reply  •  -  766 
Mr.  Randdfb  aabii^tlM  another  reaolation, 
requiring  an  explanation  of  a  diaerepancy  8fi7 

agreed  to   876 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  r^Iy      -      -  878 
Recetpte  and  payments  at  the  Treasary,  annaal 

account  of  the  Treaiurer^  of  -      .      .  I80S 
Rednction  <^  price  of  Public  Landa,  Mr.  Rey- 
nolde  eobmitted  a  reeohition  to  iutmct' 
the  Committee  on  PnUic  Landi  to  in- 
quire into  the  expedient  of  a.  whidi 

was  rejected  389 

Heed,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  the  Salt  bill  •  -  799 
Reed)  Rufus  8.,  and  Daniel  Dobbin,  a  bill  fer  re> 

Qef  of;  twice  read,  and  referred      -      -  lSt9 
reported  with  amendments,  end  ordered  to 

a  tiiird  reading  13&S 

read  a  third  time,  and  paned   .      -      .  1367 
Reflcigeea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CrejghtoD*  the  Cmn- 
mittee  on  Public  Lande  were  inatrueted 
to  inquire  into  the  expedienqr  of  lolling 
the  lands  reserved  for   -      •      -      -  1068 
a  tnll  providing  for  the  sale,  in  pursnaaee, 

twice  read    -      -     i  -      -      -      .  1S34 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        •      -      -  1S67 
Rhetor  of  the  United  States  Officers,  a  resola- 
tion  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
cause  to  be  printed  eveiy  two  yean  a, 
read  twice  468 
(H^ered  to  a  tlurd  reading      ...  135s 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -      .      •  1358 
Reipster  of  the  Treasury,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  increase  the  compensation  of  the      -  1439 

twice  read       -  I46S 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -      -      -  1467 
Regiitera  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  Mr.  Wright 
submitted  a  resolution,  that  each  member 
bo  annually  fiamished  with  a  copy  of  the, 
read,  &c,  883 

R«iiey»  Jacob,  and  Miebael  S.  Van  dor  Cook*  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  -  •      «  1149 

B^ected  Claims,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  tha 
Comnittae  en  Revision  of  the  Standing 
Rules,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediracy  of  ad<^>ting  a  rale  con* 
csrniBg         .......  3M 

Saatinson,  ludore,  adverse  report  on  the  pe^ 

tien  of  1069 

RMOTal  of  ^vet  into  the  Dislriet  of  GelnmUa, 
•n  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Cotnmtttoe 
Ml  the  District  of  Columbia  wereinstmd- 
«d  to  iaqniNiBtothaovpetieM^  arequal- 
tiie  laws  nneetteff  ths^  Awn  Vir- 
ginia and  Mairland      ....  7M 

HunianUnr  County,  Pf  ew  York,  on  motioD  of  Mr. 
8ava|r*t  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediene^ 
of  annexing,  to  the  northern  district  of 
said  Stote  ISM 

irnTr"nT' — .  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crelghton,  the 
Committee  on  Pubtic  Lands  wera  in- 
■UMted  to  inqnire  into  the  expedieM^ 
pnridinslbrthesaleofcwteui-      •  1<M7 


Page. 


398 


Revenue,  annual  report  of  ttie  Seeretaiy  of  the 
Treasury  in  relation  to  the  wpenses  of 
collecting  the,  dec,  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  referred 

committee  discharged  fhnn  Uie  further  con- 
sideration  thereof  .....  1464 

estimates  of  the,  for  the  year  1816,  in  detail  1688 
Revenue  Cotter  Surveyor,  a  hill  allowing  pay  to 
certain  persons  made  prisoners  with  the, 
read  twica  1318 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1409 

read  •  third  tine,  and  pused  •      -      -  1411 
Revanne  Syitem,  revised,  report  of  Mr.  I<owndei 
en  the  

first  resolution  of  the  committoe  agreed  to 

tiie  second  resolution  agreed  to  • 

Mr.  Lowndes  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
papers  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  - 
Rariaal  and  Unfinished  Business,  app(rintment 

of  tiie  standing  committee  on 
Reviiiob  of  Bills,  Mr.  Steams  submitted  a  reso- 
lution fbr  the  appointmattt  of  an  ad£- 
tlonal  standing  committaa  on  the  - 
Reynold^  Mr.,  remarks  o^  m  hie  resolution  rel- 
atin  to  the  Congreerional  reservation  - 

on  offiiring  a  reaolation  to  subdivide  quar- 
ter sections   

on  the  report  rqeeting  the  daim  of  A.  Mont- 
gomery ...... 

i^Mcfa  (rf;  on  the  direct  taxes   *      .  . 

on  the  bill  conoeming  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment 

Richmond,  Virginia,  Mr.  Clopton  pnsented  tite 
pefitton  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  praying 
a  branch  of  the  National  Bank  may  be 

ast^lished  ISOl 

Sidgely,  Richard,  and  other*,  a  bill  for  relief  o^ 

twica  read,  and  committed 
Roads  and  Canals,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
nltteeon  ...... 

Roadf,  on  motion  of  Mr.  RtAertoon,  the  above 
committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
tin  expediency  of  imfrnving  certain 
Robertson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Congres- 
diMial  reservations  .... 

in  defence  of  bis  rep«»t  on  pre-emptioa  rights 
spaedi  of,  on  Oa  additional  Mifltary  Aead- 
emy  ....... 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce 
on  the  motion  to  refect  the  Senate  UO  con- 
cerning the  Convention  ... 
remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  ask  fbr  infimna- 
tion 

on  the  rasehitien  concerning  nosettled  bal- 
ances   

en  Uie  Bank  of  the  United  States  -  IISO,  1161 
on  tto  Compensation  bill  •  -  -  •  1176 
speaAo^onOebBttoragolatedietaiiff'-  1»8 
nnniks  o(  on  danl  vrine  as  a  nscessaiy  to 

his  ooostituents  1984 

on  the  UU  fi*  the  gvadnal  inereasa  of  the 

Navy  1871 

«tiwUUIbrlheoalleciioo^tinievMrae  1889, 

1416 

Rodgera,  WilUam  P.,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of;  conourred  in       -      -      -  436 

Rodgcrs,  Commodoia  John,  •  MH  to  raUova*  finm 
a  judgment  ebteined  against  him  by  John 
D«dM  twiee  read  -      •      -  918 
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Rogen,  Commodore  John — continued.  Page, 
ordered  to  a  third  reidiog         ...  S67 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ...  958 
Rodman,  Samuel,  'William*  and  Samuel,  juuloi'. 

(See  Coffint  David.) 
Sogera,  Jonathan.  «  bill  &»  the  relief  twice 

read     .-..>•.  65S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  690 
read  a  third  time»  and  paaaed    ...  694 
Bitten,  John,  a  bill  appropriating  •  aum  of  mo- 
ney to,  twice  read        ....  1379 
ordensd  to  1  third  reading        ...  H07 
read  a  third  time,  and  puaed    -      -      -  14II 
Rogar,  Privateer,  a  bill  concerning  the  ownsra  of 

the  late,  twice  read  ....  1361 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1380 
Tead  ■  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  I40fi 
retoroed  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 

meat  1439 

conaidered,  and  concurred  in     •      -      -  14fi3 
Root,  Eraatua,  Mr.  Tajlor,  of  New  York  pre> 
aented  the  petition  0^  contealing  the  eiec> 
tioB  of  John  Ad«m%  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Electiona      ....  395 
report  in  bii  favor  concurred  in,  he  appeared 

and  waa  qualified  -  403 
remark!  of^  on  the  Seitate  bill  eonceroiog 

the  Convention    .....  fi9fi 
introductory  of  resolutions  relative  to  cop- 
per coine  694 

on  Mr.  Hoger'a  reeolutioii       ...  1009 
on  the  United  Statai  Bank  biU  -      -      -  llSl 
OB  the  Compenaation  bill  •      -      -      -  1176 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff       -  1270, 1874 
Sow,  John*  of  FemuylTania,  woa  qualifiod,  Ac  387 
remarke  of,  on  the  Bank  biU      1119, 1199, 1151 
on  the  Compeuation  bill  -  1186 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  -      -      -  1S7S 
Rom,  John,  aarTiTingcxocatonoC  (See  Breelh 
SamueL) 

Roariar,  Geo^,  and  otbera,  •  Mil  from  Uu  8on- 

ato  for  the  relief  of      ....  tjt07 
twice  read,  and  rdtetrod    -      .      .      .  1SI3 
Roibargh,  Alexander,  •  IhU  for  the  roltaf  of  the 

beiia  of,  twieo  read       ....  736 
mdered  to  a  third  reading      .  •      .      -  18S9 
rood  a  third  lime,  and  paaaod    ...  ises 
Bolea  for  Baaineaa,  the  osoal  order  aa  to,  adopted  876 

8. 

Salariei  of  certain  Officon,  a  InU  to  continue  the, 

twice  read  1!I84 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  •  -  -1808 
Sauduakj  River,  a  bill  providing  for  the  aala  of 

land  at  the  lower  iwida  o(,  twioe  toad   •  1068 
ordered  to  a  third  readmg  ....  136S 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ...  1363 
Songatack  Manufikcturing  Company,  Connect!- 
ell^  Mr.  8lnrgn>  preaentad  the  patiticii  of 

tha  fil4 

Sckoonmaker,  Zadiariah,  an  advoraa  report  <m 

the  petition  of,  committed     ...  769 
the  committee  discharged  -  1407 
Sehult,  Caspar      a  bill  to  aulhorixe  Uie  cancel- 
ling of  certain  export  bonds  executed  by, 
twice  tead  1333 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  |363 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -      •      .  1366 
SdiQyler,  Colonel  Peter  V.,  an  advaraa  report 

on  tha  petition  of,  concorrad  in     -  .876 


Sergeant-at-Arms,  aroototmeat  of  a  •US 
Sergeant,  John,  of  Pennsylvaaia,  wu  qotlifitd  JIS 
speech  of,  on  an  additional  Military  Aeadwj  til 
renuuka  of,  on  tha  nvuraa  i^ort    •    •  df 
on  Mr.  Goldabarough's  amanomMit  Is  Ih* 

same    -      -      .      .      .     .     .  w 
on  the  United  Statea  Bank  bill  •     -     •  IW 
speech  of,  on  the  passage  of  the  Baste     •  1911 
Settlers  on  the  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jennings  the  Committee  on  Poblic  laadi 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  extending  certain  privile^to  lU 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenaoo,  the 

committee  were  inatrtfcted  oonemuBi  •  M 
a  bill  conccming,  read  twice    ■     •     •  IR 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •     -     •  UR 
Settlers  on  Reserred  Lands,  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio, 
presented  a  resolution  of  the  LegiilUan 
of  that  Sute  concerning,  referred  -     •  Vt 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  relative  to      .    •  lin 
read  twice,  and  reforred    -      •     •     •  tin 
rapertad  without  amendment   •     -    •  IM 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     .     .    -  UN 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  ■  IW 

Shannon,  George,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JohBio&,tiH 
Committee  00  Pensions,  dtc,  were  ia> 
atructed  to  inqoire  into  the  eipedin^  <tf 
increasing  the  pension  of     -     •    *  1"^ 
Sharpe,  Mr.,  spMch  o^  on  the  Bank  lull  -  - 
remarks  o^  on  the  CompeiuattoD  biU     -  'l* 
speech  o(  on  UU  for  colleetion  ofrenaae  •  IW 
Shawaoeoa  and  Delaware  Indiana,  the  8(eik« 
presented  a  reaolution  of  the  Lepastaic 
of  Missouri  Territory,  reveclmg  cemii 
lands  in  said  Tenitorydoinwdli^tlw,!*- 
ferredtotheSecreUryofSute     •  * 
Sbayler,  Bphraim,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  resd  taiee  1» 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      *     *     '  « 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused    ■  '  ^ 

Sheffey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  was  qaalificd     -  ^ 
speedi  og  on  tha  bill  to  regolale  eonDMna  fj^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  IMract  Tax  bill    ■  -"^ 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  -  - 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Bank 

bill  1* 

on  the  bill  f<»  tha  collection  of  the  rawaae 
Ships,  esUmates  far  building  and  eqnippiagM^ 

tain  -  -  -  ..-IT" 
Sick  Saamon.  Mr.  Middleton  }maeated  a  p(tiii"i 
of  tha  City  Council  of  Cfaarleston,  Is  b; 
roMid  for  expanaeein  auj^orto^iataM  ^ 
Sinking  Fund,  annual  repnt  of  the  Omu» 
Honeraofthe  -  •  •  * 
operations  of  the,  explained  hj  the  8m»> 
tary  of  the  Treasuiy    -     -  - 

the  rapmt  of  Ihn  finmmiiainnen  irf  tKi*  

full  ■ 

Smith.  WUliam  S.,  the  aeat  of;  vacated,  ^  n»  ^ 
Itttionof  theHoBaa,aanotdolydMM*  ^ 
Stoith,  Dr.  Jamoi,  Mr.  BurwaU  areaented  ther>> 
titienol^ioforrad  -      -     -     •  - 
(See  Vaeeittoft'on.) 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maiylaod,  was  qualified  - 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  King's  resoIutioBi  -     '  g. 
on  the  United  Statea  Bank  '  0 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  .      -     -  ' 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Cady  -      •      '     '  .' 
remarks  of,  en  the  dadke  MBceraiag  V**"  ^ 
•  paymeata    *     ■     -     -    '  * 
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Smith,  Samuel — contioued.  Page. 
OB  the  bill  coDceraiDg  apiriu  diatilled,  dec  -  1335 
on  the  G«DeraI  Stafi;  &c  -  1284 
itatamenU  made  by,  as  to  the  operatiooi  of 

the  Uriff  1247 

tanuriu  of,  od  the  UU  to  itgulate  the  UrifT  12&6, 

1273 

on  the  public  eipenditures      ...  1297 
on  a  motion  to  poelpone  the  tariff     -      -  1361 
•  ipeech  of,  on  the  bill  for  coUoctioa  of  the 

lerenae   1882, 1890 

OB  hie  motioa  to  extend      time  for  specie 

paymenta  1S91 

8ol£en,enUated,  above  and  below  the  naoal  mili> 
tar;  age,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tbomw,  the 
Mtlitar;  Committee  were  inatmctedto  in- 
qnire  Into  the  expe&nc;  of  granting  do- 
nations of  land  to  -  -  •  -  -  408 
8Mth  Carolioa,  a  bill  declaring  the  aeMnt  of 

Congreaa  to  certain  acts  Ot,  twice  read   •  1327 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading  ....  1853 
lead  a  third  time,  and  paued    ...  1857 
Sontb  Can^ina  and  Geoma,  m  biU  coneeraing 
the  circuit  conrta     twiea  read,  and  com- 
mitted  1051 

reported  without  amendment    -      -      .  1858 
fi^pefiHd,  Amoc,  a  bill  granting  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to,  read  twice  .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  •  tUrd  time,end  paased  ... 
Spein,  on  motion  of  Mr.  RiAartaon,  e  committee 
wu  apmunted  to  requeat  anch  information 
of  the  Prendeot,  aa  he  may  deem  it  proper 
to  give,  relative  to  a  demand  aaid  to  have 
been  made  by,  for  the  ceaaion  of  a  put  of 
the  State  of  Looiaiana  .... 
Meeeage  in  compliance  with  tbe  reqoeat  - 
8p>niA       Britiah  Granta,  petitiooB  from  the 
Legialatare  of  Mbriiappi  Territory,  and 
sundry  inbabitanta  thereof,  relating  to,  re* 

ferred  387 

Mr.  Rt^tertaoD  preeented  a  petition  of  inn- 
dry  inhabitants  of  LouiaiaDa,  respecting 
grants  by  the  former  Power  -      >  -1014 
Speaker,  election  of  the   -  874 
SpaciCf  a  bill  for  tbe  more  effictnal  collection  of 
the  revenue  in,  or  its  equivalent,  twice 
reed,  and  lafiuied       ....  1845 
reported  with  amendment^  and  recommitted  1856 
committee  discharged,  and  bill  reftrred  to 
the  Committee  on  Uoilimn  Oumni^    -  1867 
(See  L^al  Currency.) 
Spixita  Distilled  within  the  United  Sutes,  dtc,  a 
bill  to  abolish  tbe  eziating  duties  on,  twice 

read  1189 

committed  to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  1228 
T^mrled  with  emendmenia,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  1328 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    •      •  .1288 
zetnmedfrom  the  Senate,  with  amendmenu  1367 
considered,  and  ooncurred  in     -      •      •  1873 
Standing  Committeea,  appointment  of  the  usual  376 
Stniuling  Rules  and  Orders,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
-Stanford,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 

revise  the  884 

OB  motioQ  of  Mr.  Robertaon,  the  aaid  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
•xpedienqr  of  piovitUng  for  etertc  to  the 

committees  868 

TCport  thereon  committed  - 


1052 
18M 
1860 


746 
708 


-  413 


Standing  Rules  and  Orders — continued.  Page. 
Committee  of  the  Whole  disetwrged,  and 

report  recommitted  to  first  committee 
reported  with  amendments       .      .  _ 
amendmeuts  discussed  .... 

Mr.  Robertson's  amendment  agreed  to 
Mr.  Pickering  submitted  sn  amendment 
Stanford,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  re- 
jcct  tbe  Senate  bill  concerning  tbe  com* 
merdal  convention  .... 

speech  of,  on  tbe  bill  to  regulate  commerce 
remarks  of,  on  the  Salt  trill       -      •  - 
speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill      -  . 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randotph'e  motion  con- 
cerning P.  B.  Porter     .      .      -  . 
on  the  Compenaation  bill         -      -  - 
on  the  previous  question  - 
the  death  of,  announced,  Ac  ... 
Steamboat  Navigation,  Mr.  McLean  presented  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Obio^  con- 
cerning patents  for  improvementa  in,  dtc, 
reforred  ...... 

Steams.  Asahel,  ofHasaachuaetts,  was  qualified 

qwech  oi,  on  tbe  Direct  Tax  bill 
Stenographera,  Mr.  Yancey  anbmitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  plans  for,  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  • 
read  again,  and  concurred  in    .  - 
Stephenson,  Benjamin,  delegate  from  Illinois 
Territory,  vras  qualified,  Ac  .      -  - 
Stewart,  Captain  Charles,  Mr.  Sergeant  pre- 
eented the  petition  for^imself,offieerf, 
and  crew  of  the  ConstitntioB,  referred  - 
a  resolution  requMtingthe  Preaident  to  pre- 
sent medals  to,  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Stewart,  Joseph,  report  on  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Naval  Committee 
a  bill  appropriating  a  sum  «f  money  to, 

twice  read  1379 
amended  to  include  Matthew  Guy  and  Asa 

Woodward  .      .      -      -      -  .1408 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  -1411 
Stills,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report 
concerning  the  means  of  oqualinng  the 
duty  on  the  capacity  of  - 
BtalbM,  Robert  Lowe,  Mr.  Jackson  prafonled  the 

Ktition  of,  refened  .... 
1  anthoriiing,  to  obtain  patent*,  twioe 
read,  Ac.  ...... 

Sugar  Planters,  Mr.  Robertaon  presented  the 
petition  o(  refhrred 
the  petition  ef  Bernard  Marigny  and  oth- 
ers, in  foil  ...... 

Sunday  Mails,  Mr.  Ward  presented  the  petition 
of  tbe  Convention  of  Congregationat 
Ministen,  against,  referred  • 
Mr.  I^l*)  the  same,  from  sundry  inhabitants 

of  Pennsylvania,  referred 
Mr.  Higgles,  tbe  eaow,  firom  snndiy  inbab- 

itanu  of  Massaehnaetts,  referred  • 
Mr.  Sergeent,  tbe  same,  fiom  snndiy  inhab* 

iunu  of  Philadelphia,  referred 
Mr.  Randolph,  the  asms,  6om  onndryin. 
habitants  of  Virginia,  referred 

T. 

Ti«gart,  Samuel,  of  Maisadinietlij  m  ^ml- 

ifiedfdce. 
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Tallmkdg*,  Benjunia,  of  Comieelicitt,  wm  qMl< 

ified.&e.  401 

cpMch  o(  OD  the  bill  to  rc9Dht«  the  Poet 
0£ke  D^MrtmeBt       ....  1133 

TtUnaage,  Mfttlhiaa      Judge,  gn  mMteii  of 
Mr.  Meltea,  o(  Viigi^  a  eonitiM 
wu  •{^KHntod  to  iBf Hire  ioto  the  •lldil 
oooduct  of    ......  1296 

Tcport  of  k  reiolutwn  to  Mk  tite  ettenduioe 
of  Hon.  Nathan  SMifbnl.  a  Senatw  Aon 
New  York,  before  the  conauttee,  agited 

to  1314 

iBveatigation  poetponed  ....  ISSO 
Tdbot,  Elieha,  and  others,  report  on  the  poli- 

lion  oC  iBdefioHelj  peetpoaad       -      -  1464 
TtSlam  Candlce.  Mr.  Slearm  pmantod  the  Mti. 
tion  of  enndrj  amBfintnm  of,  in  Mae. 
■achneeiu,  referred      ....  67V 
Tariff  of  Datica,  a  letter  from  the  Sooretary  of 

the  TreMurjr,  with  a     ■      -      -      -  960 
Mr.  Ward,  of  Maenchttiette,  presented  ■ 

petition  OD  the  aab>eel  of  the.      -      -  1187 
a  bill  to  ragnlate  the,  reported  ...  1367 
diaenaaioo  on  the  anve    U6S»  1S74,  »81,  IM6 
bUI  ordeiod  to  he  printed  ....  1S8B 
diMianion  renewed  -      181S»  1S14, 18M^  1846 
ordered  to  s  third  reading        ...  1340 
read  a  third  time,  .and  paued   -      -      -  I8&S 
Tatham,  William,  Mr.  Nelson  of  Virghua  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  which  was  refwred 
to  the  8ecr*tv7  of  War      •      -  -788 
report  of  that  offioer  theieen    ...  678 
Tatom,  Abaetoaif  an  adwse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion o(  and  committee  disdiwged  -      -  1408 
Tnyior*  Mr.,  of  New  Yoi^,  remaika  e(  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Ghelson  00  the  relintBce  of  «  Mb- 
ject  touching  the  mlUtia       ...  378 
qieech  oi,  on  the  expediem^  of  n  nnifbrm 

system  of  bankruptcy   -      .      .      .  454 
qweofa  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce  616 
remarks  of,  on  the  biU  concerning  the  Gen- 
eral StaflT  1S34 

Taylor  and  MeNeale,  and  odtois.  a  bUI  te  reliaf 

of,  read  twice       .....  1303 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1353 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -  1867 
TanI,  Mr.,  speech  of^  on  the  terenoe  report      >  8SS 
speech  of,  on  the  military  service  bill*  .089 
Teleipapk   (See  CoiUt,  ChnMttip^.) 
TeUair,Tbomas,  of  Georgia,  was  qaalified,  Ac.  381 
speech     on  the  United  States  Buk.  UH  -  1148 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  -  1816 
Tenivssee,  Mr.  Cannon  presented  •  reeottlion 
of  the  L^idature  of,  rejecUng  the  ajwnd- 
ments  of  the  Censtilution  proposed  by 
Maaaachnsetts  and  Connectieat     -      -  838 
Tbnnaa,  Mr.,  remains  o^  e<n  the  report  ooncera. 

img  pre-emption  rigfata  ....  397 
Thomas,  Colonel  Jamea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ma< 
3C«e,  a  eomnuttee  waa  a^pohiind  te  le- 
qneat  the  Preodent  to  eanse  the  aeeewA 
of  the  late  Deputy  QaaitenDaeto  Gene.' 
ral,  to  be  laid  be^re  the  Houee  .  .  961 
a  letter  from  WUUam  Simraons,  stating  eer. 

tain  defiilca«ions  of      ....  ISOO 
a  Message  from  the  President  enclosing  sun- 
dry documents     -      .      -      .  .1311 
the  ^esfcer)N«seBted  a  letter  from,  referred  1866 
nport  of  the  committee    ....  1480 


TluDop,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  rersDne  report  - 
Tobacco  Mannfactarers,  Mr.  Wendover  pnieDl- 

ed  a  petition  of    -      .     .     -    .  m 
Todd,  Chartoa,  a  bill  for  i«liaf(<  twin  md   -  M 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading  •     •     •  -UK 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -     -     •  13tt 
Tonnage  of  Foreign  Veseefs,  on  motion  of  Kt. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  tnitmded  to  in- 
quire whether  any  and  what  tlterBtian 
are  necessary  in  laws  impOBiag  dotiei  on  IW 
Trade  with  the  Indian^  a  bill  sapplameiital  lo 

Uie  act  to  ntgolate,  twice  rraa  -  IW 

ordered  to  a  third  reding  •      •     -     •  UR 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed   -         •  im 
Mr.  Eaeton  presented  a  petition  of  nudiy 
inhabitants  of  Miaaonrt  TerriUny,  pru- 
ing  to  be  incorporttad  as  a  eonpuyw 
purposes  of  .       .       .      .      .  -iWt 
Trade  with  British  Colonies,  Mr.  King,  of  Hu- 
sachnsetts,  presented  sandiy  petitiou 
from  Tork  and  Castine,  on  the  subject  of  IW 
Traffic  in  Slaves,  ia  the  District  of  Colomlw,  " 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Randol]di  a  comnuttM 
was  appointed  to  Inqoire  info  tte  exiit- 
enceoTa     -      .      .      •     •     -  HH 
Mr.  Randolph  asked  and  obtained  lesre  Ibt 
the  committee  to  eend  for  pcnoni  mi 
papers  -      -      -      -      *     *     '  ^'H 
report  of  said  committee  laid  on  tba  tiUs  -  IW 
Transportation  of  Baggage.  (Sea  TolmttBr 

and  MiHtia  Com.) 
TraasnrT,  atctement  of  die  actual  neajl»ui 

mrirarsements  of  Ae    .     '     '     '  ^ 
demands  on,  the  past  year  -      -     *     '  m 
Treasury  Notes,  nses  of  the,  explained   -  - 
Troup,  Mr.,  speedi  of,  on  the  third  mdisg  of 

the  Oommercia]  bill      -      .     -     •  w 
Trudean,  Charies  L.,  a  bill  for  relief  o(  twice 

read  £ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  *  *  ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused   -  *  ^ 

returned  from  the  Sennle  with  unendiDaiili, 
and  concurred  in  -      ■      -     -     -  Iw 
Tucker,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  an  addltlootl  MiE- 

tary  Academy  -  -  "  "  '  ^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  comwerci  •> 
speech  of,  on  the  question  of  its  final  p**" 

•»ge  *  S 

on  the  Direct  Tax  biU  -  •  •  '  .2 
on  the  Bank  biU  '     '     '    '  !S 

reankB  of,  on  the  CompensatioB  bill  •    *  |^ 
r«B«b  of,  on  the  proviotu  questioa  •  * 
speech  of;  on  the  bill  fcr  nrileetion  of  rr- 

enae  ' 

Turner,  Moses,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twict^  aw  ^ 

referred  *  2 

rqiiorted  with  amendments      -     -     *  jzj 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •      -     *  'Im 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed   -     -    - 1-"" 
Tumirike  Boadi,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tseker,  » 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  a,  fi*"  ^ 
Winchester,  Virginia,  dec.     -     -  .  ' ' 
on  motion  of  Mr.  JacktOD,  the  ComnuttM 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  wero  in- 
stracted  to  inquire  into  the  expsdieney  a 
one,  from  Washington,  in  PennsjInM  ^ 
to  Sandusky  Rim  .     .  - 
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Soidt  and  CuiaU — continued.  Page. 
«  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  making  certain,  in  the  Diatrict 

of  Columbia  1314 

twice  leail,  and  oommitted  ...  ISST 
cmnmittee  diicbaifed,  and  bill  referred  to  a 

■elect  oommttlee  .....  1846 
leported  withoat  ameadment,  and  crdend 

to  a  third  reading  -  I36C 
nad  the  third  time,  and  pawed  -  1368 
l^Ier,  John,  and  Beqjamin,  a  bill  to  aiteod  the 

patent  right  oi^  twice  read,  and  referred  •  U& 
progreM  reported,  and  leave  to  lit  again  re> 

fused  1290 

TyeoD,  Maria      the  commiUae  on  the  petitiMi 
of,  dieehaifged.  and  tha  patitbn  wfened 
to  the  Committee  en  PeMona  and  &no- 
Intionar;  Claima  1SS9 
U. 

Unchartered  Bank  Notea,  o  bill  to  pMrent  the 
circulation  of,  in  tlie  Diibict  of  Ccrinmbia, 

twice' read  ItSS 

Uie  committee  diecharged  -  HM 

Unifoim  National  Cnrrcncj,  appointment  of  a 

celeet  committee  on      ....  377 

Unifermity  of  Election,  Mr.  Piokene  inbiniUed  a 
reoolation  to  amend  tha  Conatitntion  to 

•a  t>  prodQce  461 

read  twice,  and  committed       ...  46S 

Union  Bank  ef  AkzanMa,  a  fitvoiaUe  Tepoit  on 

the  petition  of     .      ;      -      •      .  1364 

Uaitod  Sutea  Judgea  for  lUinoie  Territon,  en 
motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mltteo  on  the  Jodiciat;  were  inatructed  to 
inqoire  whether  alteration  were  neeeaaaiy 
to  the  act  regtilating  and  defining  tbodi^ 
tie*  of  the     -  886 

Uneettled  Balaacee,  Mr.  Uoger  aubmitted  a  reso- 

lotion  concerning  -  897 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appoiotod  •  1070 
r^ort  of  aaid  committee  ....  1731 

V. 

Yaednatiott,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to 

encoarage,  twice  read   .      .      -      ■  940 

ordered  to  a  tUrd  reading  .      -      .      -  1408 

indefinitely  postponed      -  1457 
Valvatien  of  Real  Estate,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Atiwrton,  die  Becnrtan  of  the  Treaavry 
waa  diraetod  to      bofme  dM  Booae  the 
amount  of,  &«.  731 

a  statement  from  the  Treasuty  Department, 
as  directed    .•.>.-  763 

on  motioa  of  Mr.  In^iam,  the  tame  oSeer 
was  dinotcd  to  make  a  atatanmt  in  n- 
gard  to  lands  933 

report  in  reply  979 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborongbi  the  aame 
offioar  waa  dicactod  to  icpoft  the,  in  M;^ 
lylaad  1188 

atalement  from  the  Seoratary  in  compliance  1333 

on  moti<m  of  Mt.  Crawford,  the  aame  offioer 
was  directed  to  repnt  the,  in  PmnaylTaBia  1186 

report  in  reply  thereto      ....  1388 
V«ljon,  Bemsrd  %,  a  bffi  firom  the  eenate  to 
extend  certain  piiritegts  to,  twice  read, 
and  referred  ......  1048 

raportod  withoat  amendmaitt,  and  nrderad 
U  a  third  reading  1189 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaacd  as  tnwdad  -  11B9 


Page. 

Vermont,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Marsh,  the  Jodictary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  terms  of 
holding  the  eirooit  and  distrfeta  eonrts  of 
the  United  Sutea  in  •  611 

a  Ull  to  that  eaeet  twice  read    -      •      -  1811 
read  a  third  time,  and  paawd    ...  igso 
Vermont  Mineral  Factory,  Mr.  Ward  presented 

the  petition  of  678 

Vessels  Sunk,  on  motnn  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, i1m  Semtaiy  of  War  was  directed 
to  lay  before  the  House  an  estimate  of 
the  daraagea  sostunad  by,  in  tiw  Palap- 

seo,  Ae.  im 

Tinoenne^  a  bill  for  relief  of  certain  daioMnts  to 

land  in  the  district  of,  twice  read   -      •  ffTS 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  ISSO 
Vkioennes  University,  a  bill  confirming  Ae  titles 
of  pHchaseea  of  land  from  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of,  twice  read  ....  878 
wrderad  to  a  third  taading  -  -  -1863 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaad  ...  1866 
VolonteeiB  and  Militia  Corpe,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Cannon,  the  Military  Committee  were  i 
inatraded  to  inquire  into  the  expedieiMgr 
of  making  provisioa  for  paying  the,  wt 
tran^rtation  oi  baggage      ...  769 
r^ortof  iaaxpediency      ....  1068 

W. 

Wabash,  a  bill  to  authorize  Qie  President  to  lease 

the  Saline,  on  the  river,  twice  read  -  1389 
read  a  tlurd  time,  and  paaed    ...  1886 

Wages  due  the  Estates  of  Non*commissioned 
Officers,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parris,  the 
Mtlitaiy  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  an  equitable  liquidation  of  all  claima 
for,  during  the  late  war  ....  414 

Walmsley,  Captain  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  relief  of 
a  company  of  Virginia  militia,  commanded 
by,  twice  read,  and  eommitt^      -      «  770 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  1864 

lead  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1357 

Ward,  Artemas,  of  Massechasetts,  waa  qoaltfiad  674 
remarks  oC  on  the  Bank  bill  -  •  -  1066 
^eeeh  of,  on  the  same  ....  1083 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun  -  -  1303 
remarks  or,  on  the  bill  to  regulaU  the  tariff  1367 

1271,  1876 

speech  of,  oa  the  bill  for  collection  of  the 

revenue  1884 

Ward,  Thomas,  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified  -  768 
Wadiiagton,  the  late  General  Mr.  Hnger  sob* 
mitted  a  resolution  respecting,  whidi, 
being  modified,  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee ^ifMinted   ■      .      .      .      .  1010 
report  of  said  committee   -  1813 
indefinitely  postponed      -  1466 
Washington,  the  City  oC  Mr.  Tucker  presented 

the  petition  of  the  Mayor,  6x.,  of  -      -  1066 
Washington  Bridge  Company,  a  bill  for  reliaf  of 

the,  twice  read,  and  refWred  ...  1877 
r^ortad  with  an  anendtiMnt  -  ■  .  1868 
Mad  a  dusd  time,  and  pamd  ...  1857 
rafwed  fcem  tha  ttmtu  with  ai— imwita  1414 
considered,  and  aoncvrad  in    ...  1410 
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Ws^  United  StalM  «loop-of-wir.  Meun  Wird 
and  NcUon,  rMpoctiTely.  prewnt«d  lundry 
petitioiM  from  tbe  witei  uid  inoth«n  of 
officen  and  wameB  who  Mmd  on  board 
tbe,r«reiTed  678 
a  nil  ftom  the  SaMts,  rMpedinf  the  ht« 

oflieen  and  crew  of  the       -      •      -  1X1 
twice  teadt  aud  oennutted       ...  mi 
reported  without  ameadment    ...  I3t63 
oraared  to  a  tlurd  readinf        ...  1873 
read  a  third  time,  and  jmmti  wMl  anwnd- 
menta  -  1377 
Watroa%  John      and  othan,  the  petitionof  -  160S 
Way*  and  MoaiWt  appoiotment  of  tbe  standiog 

cemmiltee  on  378 

Wetter.  Daniel,  of  New  Hanpriitte.  was  qiial< 

ifled,  end  took  hia  aoat  -  -  .917 
^eech  ef»  on  the  Bank  bill  -  •  .  1091 
remaika  ot,  on  the  reeolalion  fiir  change  of 

compenaation  .....  list 
on  Senate'a  ameodmenta  to  the  Bank  bill  1389 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Groevenor  ...  i3ii 
on  the  IhU  for  the  gradual  inereaae  of  the 

Vvrj  1871 

Woadowr,  Poter  U.,  of  New  Torfc,  waa  quali- 
fied, and  took  hia  aaat   -      -      -      -  3M 
Weatern  Boada,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eaaton,  the 
Committee  on  Roada  and  Canala,  were  in* 
atnicted  to  inqaire  into  the  expedient^  of 
opening  certain    .....  387 
Wflot  India  "iSwle,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Borwell, 
tbe  8«cretai7  of  die  Treaaarjr  waa  direct- 
ed to  give  information  to  the  Senate  eon- 
cwning  the  -      •      •      '      -      -  9T6 
report  of  tbe  Secrctaij  in  rej^      -      -  1016 
report  of  the  Committee  en  ToiMgn  Rela- 

tioDB  on  the  -      -      -      -      .      •  1376 
committee  diacbarged  from  farther  conaider- 
ation  of  tbe  sttbject      ....  1379 
WbeatoD,  Joaeph,  tbe  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  from,  offering  himself  at  a 
caniUdate  for  Sergeant-at-Arma     -      •  87S 
a  UU  for  rdief  of,  twice  read     -      •      -  781 
Wheaton,  Laban,  of  Masaeehuietta,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat   -      -      -      -  379 
While,  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  twice  read  591 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      •  '    •  690 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasied     ...  694 
White,  Robert,  and  Jacob  Wrigbtar,  a  bill  from 

the  Senate  to  increase  the  pensions  of  •  804 
read  twice,  and  committed    -  '    -      -  817 
reported  with  amendmenta,  and  recommit. 

ted  976 

reported  with  amendment!,  whidt  were  or. 

dered  to  be  engroued    •  978 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  997 
Whitehall,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SaTsge,  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manu&ctures 
were  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  expe- 
dienej  of  erecting  a  new  collection  dis- 
trict, under  the  name  of       -      •      •  408 
White  Lead,  Mr.  Jobnaon  presented  the  petition 
irfthe  Xieztngton  Manafactniing  Compa- 
ny, referred  -      -      -      -  _    -      -  47S 
Widows  and  Children  of  non-commtwioned  offi- 
cers, musiciana,  and  priTatee,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Militai^  Committee 
we  inetructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedi- 
enqr  of  providing  by  law  for  the  -      -  883 


Widows  and  Orphans  of  volunteen  and  mtlitii, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  a  commitltt 
was  appointed  to  inquire  iato  the  eipc£- 
ency  of  providing  for  the      -     -  • 
a  bU)  to  jmvide  for  the,  twice  read  .    •  til 
reforrad  to  the  Committea  of  the  Whole  •  (N 
Mr.  McLean  proeented  a  memorial  of  Ihi 

Legislature  of  Ohio  on  the  ssfflesalMel  M 
the  committee  dischatged,  and  •ubjeetiawt 
inltely  postooned  -      •     -     •     •  MU 
Wilde,  Mr.  remarka  of,  on  the  ad^tional  Milita- 
ry Academy  «1,« 

speech  of.  on  the  bill  to  ngnlato  cmnmrne  M 
^teech  of,  on  Mr.  King's  reaolotioa  looehinc 
eomnercial  raatrictiom  ■     •     •  • 
WillMlni,  John  Phfllp,  Mr.  MMdlotoa  pieiMt. 

ed  the  (wtiUon  of  

Williama,  Thomas,  Mr.  Savage  presented  aw- 
tition  oi;  which  was  refamd  to  the  Wn 

Department  

Williams,  Mr,  of  North  Carolina,  ipeeeh  0° 

tbe  Revenue  report      -  .    ■  W 

WUIooghby,  WesleU,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  Ted. 
preaented  the  petition  ot,  vmMOaf  tbe 
electionof  WilUam8.8ailh,Rfemll» 
Ike  Committee  on  BleetioM  •     '    *  *" 
report  in  favor  of,  refwred  toAeCeaw 

tee  of  the  Whole  ...•»* 
report  oonenrred  in,  and  a  reselalioB  Ibel 

the  petitioner  is  entitled  te  a  seet  - 
was  qualified,  and  took  hie  seat  • 
Wilson,  Edward,  a  biH  from  tbe  SaaaM  teiv 
lief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
<»dered  to  a  third  reading      -  1^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  o  Bnmi«  i"' 
Wilson,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  oC  twice  mi, 

and  committed  -     -     *  ,Li 

reported  with  an  amendment  -  * 
read  a  third  time  -  -  •  *  / 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amoao- 

ment  '  jj, 

coDsidered,  and  concurred  in  .     •  t 

Winn.  John  W.,  an  adverae  report  on  the  peli- 
tion  of,  concurred  in     •      '     *  * 
Winahip,  Hyde,  A  Compaoy,  Mr.  Stsams  p«t- 
seated  the  petition  of,  referred     •  " 
Winter,  Gabrial,  and  «ther%  a  biU  oonfliMt 

certain  lands  to^  twice  read  •     '    '  ijji 
mdared  to  a  third  reading' •  '  ' 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  m  tM 

■  •  -  ■    ;  Z 

Wirt  John  T.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  ]^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •     '     '  m 
Wise,  George  S.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twicd  rssft-  Jjj 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      •     '     '  git 
read  a  third  tme,  and  passed    -     *  .' 
Witnesses,  on  motbn  of  Mr.  Moore,  the  Jndw- 
aiy  Committee  were  instroeted  to  ujqw" 
into  the  expadlwicy  of  oompolJing  the  «• 
tendance  of,  from  one  Bute  to  m™"; 
in  certain  caaes    -      -      *  '■' 
WooUen  Fabrics,  the  petition,  in  fiill,  or  .-j 

mantifacturers  of,  praying  for  pr«f*" 
Woodward,  John.    (See  S<rttf<H(  Jliff*) 
Wright,  Mr.,  of  Mary  land,  remarksanintnjj^ 

ry  of  a  rewtlotion  conosmmg  adliw 
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Wright,  Mr^  remarks  of— continued.  Pige. 
on  the  nport  tweeting  the  claim  of  Andrew 

Montgomerj  .....  414^  ilfi 
on  the  additioaat  MiliUrj  Aokdemy  -  -  4S6 
OD  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce  -  •  470 
■peech  or,  on  the  motion  to  r^ect  the  Senate 

bUI  on  that  eubject  .... 
retnarke  of,  on  the  Revenue  report  - 
on  Mr.  Goldebonmgb'e  proposed  amend- 
ment  688 

tm  Mr.  King's  reaolntion  raapecttng  oooi' 

mardal  leetrietions 
on  Mr.  Rudolf*!  iMolntion  raUtive  to  P. 

B.  Portar  946 

•peedi  of,  on  ih«  biU  conoBmuis  Canadian 

Tolanleen  109> 

lonaiki  o(  on  Um  United  Stetas  Bank  bill.  1083, 

1118,1130,1166 
remarks  of,  on  the  traffic  in  slaves  in  the 

Diatrict       ......  1117 

speech  oi;  on  the  Compensation  bill  .  *  1 180 
remarks  of^  on  the  Post  Office  EstaUish* 

ment    .......  1310 

remarks  of,  on  the  Sanate'i  amondmenti  io 

the  Bank  bill  1840 

speech  of,  on  the  specie  ctanee  ...  143S 
•peach  of,  00  the  inquiry  into  the  Poatoaa- 

tor  Oeneral'a  conduct  .      *      -  - 


1468 


Y. 


Yancey,  Mr.,  remariLs  of,  on  the  reeolatlon  ralat- 

ing  to  the  CongressbDal  reaenration 
remarks  of,  in  Aipport  of  his  reeotutim  to 

reject  ihe  claim  of  Montgomery 
remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill 
YatM^  John  B.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  and 

totdi  hia  seat  ..... 
mnarks  o(  on  Mr.  Randolph's  reairfntion 

respecting  P.  B.  Porter 
Tone  and  Hays,  on  amending  tlia  bill  coneeming 

property  lost  

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  regulate 

commerce  with  Qreat  Britain 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
•n  the  qnisrisB  of  recommitting  the  rovonne 

report  ....... 

on  amending  the  aame  .... 

M  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  in  adopting  the  eeeond  reaolntion 
on  amending  die  bill  to  continue  the  dntiee 

on  good%  wares,  See.  •  -  ■  - 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  Inll  coneeroing 

salt  

on  the  final  paasage  of  the  bill  ooneaming 

notes  of  banks,  bankers,  &c.  .  -  - 
OA  reduction  of  the  direct  tax  -  -  • 
on  repealing  the  same  .... 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  concerning  the 

Convention  -  807 

on  reeonaidering  the  vote  on  the  repeal  of 

the  direct  tax                    ...  916 
on  amending  Ihe  Revenue  report  as  to  spir- 
its distilled,  &c  049 

on  adopting  Ihe  resolution  thereon  as  reported  961 
on  amending  another  of  the  Revenue  reeo- 

Intions  .......  9S6 
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Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 
on  amending  the  bill  to  reduce  the  amount 

of  direct  ti^  ....  967,968,968 
on  amending  the  bill  coneeming  ordnance 

and  ordnance  itores  - 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill- 
on amending  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

Canadian  Tolunteers  .... 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  military  ser- 
vices   -  ■  - 
on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  conferees  on 

the  Senate's  Convention  bill  - 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  Post 

Office  Esteblishment     -      .  -1186,1186 
on  indefinite  postaNmeraent  ofthe  Direct  Tax 

m      •  1184 

on  the  final  passafe  of  the  Compensation  bill  1188 
on  amending  die  United  Stales'  Bank  biU  1804 

1810,  1311 

on  the  seat  of  the  principal  bank      -      -  1808 

on  the  final  passsge  of  the  bill  -      -      -  1819 

on  concurring  with  the  committee  in  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  conoetntng  spirits 
distUlod.  &e  

en  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  . 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  general  stafi^  4c.c  - 

on  the  final  passage  of  Uie  bill  to  admit  Indi- 
ana into  the  Union  .... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  admit  Mis- 
ussippi  into  the  Union  - 

on  Goncnrring  in  the  Senate's  amendments 

to  the  Post  Office  bill- 
on amending  the  bill  to  regulate  the  teriff  - 1818, 
1316,  1386, 1380.  1347,  1848 

on  postponing  the  Senate's  amendnento  to 
the  Bank  bill       -      .      -      -      -  1344 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  postpone  in* 
definitely  the  Tariff  bill  -  1361 

on  Uie  final  passage  of  the  said  bill   -      -  1868 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendmente 
to  the  Appropriation  bill       -  1364 

on  the  final  paasage  of  the  bOt  fbr  the  relief 
of  Mrs.  Hamilton   4876 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  the  Secretory  of  the  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Kepresentetives  1878 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  priTsteer  Roger      ....  1406 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  compenaaUon  of  Ministers  -  U18 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  specie  pay* 
mente   1489,1480 

on  the  question  of  passing  said  bill    -       •  1487 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendmente 
to  the  Tariff  bill  1488 

on  amending  Mr.  Webater's  resolution  con- 
cerning collection  of  revenue  -      -      -  1460 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  resolution  •  1461 
Young  King,  a  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  a  bill 

fi>r  the  relief  of,  read  twice    ...  978 

ordered  Ion  third  reading  ....  1864 

rand  a  third  lime,  and  paased    .      -      >  1366 
Young,  William.  (See  Farrar,  TkomM.) 
ZaigUr,Willhun.  (Sao  finlM,  Lmou.) 
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A.  P.g«. 

Algerine  Vewelt  captared  and  iwtorad,  ui  act 
providing  for  Um  dUtiibntuin  of  9100,000 
among  the  capton  of    -      .      .      .  1878 

Aontial  Tratufer  and  ChangM  of-PiDportv*  an 
act  to  enlarge  th«  time  fu  ■""■'tiwii^g 
the,  Bubject  to  direct  tax       -      •      ■  17M 

Appeal  from  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  Diatrict  of 

Columbia,  in  act  to  limit  the  right  of    -  1805 

Armories,  an  act  to  increase  the  compenaation 
of  the  SuperiDtendcDts  at  Springfield  and 
Helper's  Ferij  1888 

Armjr  and  Militia,  an  act  making  additional  ap- 

propriatiena  to  defrajtbe  expeniMaofUie  1798 

Artielea  maanftctniod  vilhiiD  the  United  Stataa, 

an  act  to  repeal  die  datiea  on  certain    -  1707 

B. 

BalUmore  and  Maaeachuaetts  Bible  Societiea,  an 

'  aa  for  the  relief  of  the  ....  1848 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  an  act  to  incorporate 

the  enbacribera  to  ^    -      .      •      .  181S 

Bayoa  6t.  John,  an  act  estabtuhing  a  port  of 

deliTer;  at  1867 

Board  for  Land  Claims,  an  act  for  settling  the 
compensattoD  of  Uie  commissioners,  clerk, 
and  translator  of  the,  for  the  Territory  of 
Oileana  and  State  of  Loninana    >      -  1889 

C. 

OanaAea  Yolanteers,  an  act  granting  boantiea 

in  land  and  extra  pay  to  certain    -      -  1800 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  above    -      >  1860 
Capitol  Square,  Commissionera  of  the  Public 

Baildings,  &c,  an  act  concerning  the   -  1889 
Chaplains  of  Congress,  an  act  fixing  the  com- 
pensation oftiie  1909 

Cherokee  Tribe,  an  act  making  impropriations  to 

cany  Into  etteA  tho  treaty  wiUi  the      -  1891 
Collectoia  of  the  Direct  Tax  and  Internal  Revo* 

nue,  an  act  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  1876 
tipmpensation  to  Members  of  Congress,  an  act 
V      to  change  the  mode  of  -      -  -  1801 

^stitoUoD,  Frigate,  an  act  to  reward  the  ofli- 

cers  and  crew  of  the     -      -      -      -  1867 
Convention  to  regulate  Commerce  with  Great 

Britain,  an  act  concernuig  the      -      -  1798 
Conitnc^t  J'>^  T^  and  Samuel  Hariison,  an  act 
autlioriring  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  rao. 

ney  to  1867 

Crawford,  William,  Frederick  BiUe%  dee.,  an  act 

for  the  reliefer  1894 

Cro^,  John,  senbr  and  juidor,  an  eet  for  the 

relief  of  1865 

Currency,  an  act  regulating  the,  dec      -      -  1886 

D. 

Direct  Tax,  an  act  to  redoce  llw  amount  of  tbe  1798 
an  act  supiriementofy  to  tbe  act  for  laying 
and  colkictii^  the  1868 

Dolph,  Charles,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  wi- 
dow and  children  of     -      -      -      -  1864 

Drawbadc  of  Duties,  an  act  to  allow  a,  on 

apiiita,  Ac.  1013 


C^a 


lilt 


hp. 

Duties,  on  bank  notaa,  refined  sngsr,  Ac^  tasct 

cwttinning  in  force  certain  acts  lariBf  •  1% 

upon  all  goods,  wares,  dec,  imported,  u  ut 
to  contiotte  in  force  tbe  act  imposiag  si> 
ditional  

en  imported  salt,  granting  a  knnt;  m 
picUed  fish,  Ac.,  an  act  to  eoatiiuu  in 
foreethe  actlaying.dcc  .     .  ITN 

on  postage,  an  act  to  repeal  the      •    •  llH 

F. 

Farrar,  Thomas,  and  others,  an  act  fa 

lief  of  l»l 

Field  Officers  of  Militia,  an  •etoonearaini  •  1^^ 
Forfeited  Lands,  an  act  to  authonie  tbe  «le  «f 

certain  1"* 

Further  Appropriations  tat  tbe  year  1816,  u 
act  making  -      -  - 
O. 

General  Suff,  an  act  for  organisoK  the,  *»i 
making  further  provision  Ibr  die  Amj  of 

the  United  Stotea  1^' 

Govemm«it,anactmaIuBgsftpnqpriatiaiiiifrAe 

support  o(  for  tbe  current  ytsr    •  * 
H. 

Hamilton  Couit-Houae,  an  act  aofhwiniv  pij* 

ment  for  tbe  

Hampden,  in  Maine,  an  act  for  thereof 

tain  owners  of  goods  entend  st  •    '  ^ 
Hidkar,  John,  an  act  for  tbe  reliefer     •  - 
Hornet,  SIoofH^-war,  an  act  U  reward 

cers  and  crew  of  the     -      -     ■     * ' 
Hoasebold  Furniture,  Ac.,  an  act  to  repwl  the 

act  laying  duties  on      •     •     •  - 
L 

niinoia  Territ(»y,  an  act  making  fmbn  pio» 
nonforaettliagclaimatolaBdin  *  *' 

Illinois  and  Indiana  Territories  an  '^'^^ 
mentary  to  the  act  regalating  uiddmiai 
the  duliea  of  the  judges,  dee.-  • 

Impoito  and  TonAefe^  aa^aot  to  ngidats  ne4a> 
tiM  on-      -      •     •  .•*"" 

IndennificaUon  of  certain  daiaaate  p^ 
lande  in  MisKaatppi  Tecrito^r*  ,gt) 
ther  sup^ementarr  to  the  actpwwag 

Indiana  TerritOfy,  an  act  to  authorise  the 

of,  to  form  a  oonatitatioo,  Ac      '  ^ 

Inspectors,  Measorm,  dbc,  an  act  te  iiicnM> 
the  compensation  now  allowed  la  • 

Invalid  Pmsinners,  an  act  oMMeming     -  * 

Invalids,  an  act  to  increase  the  peMiflP^*^  " 
certain  caaea,  and  for  other  purposes 

JurispTodence,  an  act  authcmsing  ftejujgej*' 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  CoH»| 
bia,  and  attorney  of  the  same,  to 
a  code  of,  for  aaid  District  • 
K. 

Kaskaakia,  an  act  to  esUblisb  a  land  diilrii^ 
Ulinns,  north  of  the  distrirtef 
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Enncnlle,  TenneMWt  an  tct  uthoriiiag  tlw 
Mle  of  ft  lot  or  proond  IDi  bdonginf  to 
the  United  StttM  1836 


Levins  Jcroee,  an  act  aathoriziny  the  payment 

'  of  a  iDm  of  money  to  -  -  -  -  1864 
Lteeotei  to  retailer*,  dec.,  to  act  fin-  reducing 

the  1685 

Liglit<Hoa«ea,  an  act  makioK  appropriatto»  ibr 

rebuilding,  Sec  1864 

an  act  to  aulhorise  the  building  of  three  •  1870 
Lost  Military  Land  Warranty  Ac^  an  act  pro- 

vidiugforcaieeof-      -      .      .      .  1880 
IiHdiiana  and  Minoari,  an  act  for  the  eonflrmn- 

tion  of  certain  dainia  to  land  in    -      •  1896 

M. 

Middletown  and  Plymoalh,  an  act  coneerniag 

the  entry  of  Tcssele  at  -      -      -      -  1854 

Miami  of  the  I^e,  an  act  providing  for  the  lale 

of  land  at  the  Britiah  fiwt  at  the,  dbc    -  186S 

Military  Boonty  Land*,  an  act  to  anthoiiie  the 

aorrey  of  landa  in  lieu  of  the  Michigan  -  1900 

Military  Eetabliahment,  an  act  making  appro- 
priation for  the  support  of  the,  for  the 
current  year  X897 

Military  Land  Warrant!,  an  act  further  extend- 
ing the  time  for  opening  aad  locating   -  1833 

Military  Servicea  during  the  late  War,  an  act 

making  further  provision  for  -      -      -  18S7 

Militia,  an  aiA  ftr  the  payment  of  the,  in  cer- 

Uia  cases  Uierein  mentioned  -      -      -  1869 
an  act  conrarning  the  annual  mm  for  arm- 
ing  and  eqaipfuog  the  •      -      -      -  1864 

Minor,  Minaaseh,  and  Inae  Denison,  an  let  for 

relief  of  1885 

Missouri,  an  act  to  alter  certain  part*  of  the  act 
providing  for  the  government  of  the  Ter> 
ritory   1893 

Mowty,  iabei,  and  olheia,  an  aet  to  indemnify  •  1896 

Mnnday*  William,  an  act  to  ineteaae  the  pen- 

afanof  1835 

N. 

Naturalisation,  an  act  relative  to  evidence  in 

cases  Of  1803 

Navigation  Company  of  New  Orleao*.  an  act 
confirming  the  uae  and  posaeesioD  of  a 
lot  in  the  said  city,  to  the      -      -      -  1834 

Kavj,  an  act  making  apprapiialiona  for  the  anp- 

port  of  the  1854 

•n  act  for  the  gradnal  Increaae  of  the      -  1886 

Navy  Pensioners,  an  act  placing  certdn  persona 

on  the  list  of  1806 

Navy  Pension  Fund,  an  act  in  addition  to  the 

act  in  relation  to  the     -  1839 

New  Building  on  Cspitel  Hill,  an  act  to  author- 
ize the  President  to  leaae  a   •      -      -  1793 

New  Yntk,  aouthem  diatriet  of,  an  act  ptoviding 
additional  compensation  to  the  diatiiot 
judge  of  the  1881 

O. 

Ohio,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of,  to 
aell  a  certain  tract  of  land  reserved  Ibr 
the  nee  of  said  State    .      -      .      .  1816 

OrdMBM  and  Ordnaneo  Stoiei,  an  act  m^ing 

appropriationa  for  1800 
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Post  Office  Establishment,  an  act  in  addition  to 

-  the  act  to  regulate  the  -  •  -  -  1809 
Post  Roads,  an  act  to  establiih  •  -  -1900 
Pre-emption  Rights,  an  act  concerning  -  -  1690 
Prisoner*  captured  by  private  armed  veasela,  an 

act  authorizing  payment  for  •      -      -  1888 
Property  lost,  dec.,  an  act  to  authorize  payment 

for  1806 

pDbttc  Docnmenta,  an  act  anthoriuDg  a  snbserip> 

tion  to  a  aecond  edition  of  the      -      •  1808 
Purchasers  of  Public  Land*  in  Mississippi  Ter- 

'  ritory,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain      •  1866 

R. 

Refogees,  an  act  for  the  aale  of  land  in  OUo, 

heretofore  set  apart  for  -      •      -      -  1808, 

Regiater  of  the  Tteasniy,  an  aet  to  iacraaae  the 

aalary  of  the  IMS 

Revenae  Cutter  Surveyor,  an  act  allowing  pay 

to  certain  persons  made  prisoners  with  the  1870 

Roads,  on  act  to  anthorise  the  President  to  alter 
die  one  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 
Miami  to  the  weet  limits  of  the  Coonecti- 

'  cut  reserve  1886 

an  aet  to  authorize  the  aorvcying  and  malt- 
ing one  in  lUinoia  Territory  -      -      .  1881 
an  act  making  appropriatione  for  repairing 
certain  -  1877 

Rogers,  John,  an  act  anthoriiing  payment  of  a 

snm  of  money  to  -      -      -      -      -  1877 

Ross,  George  T.,  and  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  an 

act  for  relief  of  1880 

Roit,  Charlea,  and  Samuel  Bnek,  an  ^  for  the 

relief  of  1884 

8. 

Salaries  of  certain  Officers,  an  act  to  eontinne 

the  1869 

Sandusky  River,  an  act  providing  for  the  sale  of 

a  tract  of  land  at  the  lower  rapids  of    -  1866 

Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  01^  of  the  House 
m  Repcesentative^  an  aet  Axing  the  eem> 
penoaiion  of  the  -      •      -      -      -  1806 

Settler*  on  lands  of  the  United  States,  an  act 

rating  to  1804 

South  Carolina  and  Oeorgia,  an  actforthamore 
convenient  arrangement  of  die  times  and 
places  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  in    -  1853 
an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
certain  acta  of  Uie  States  o^  respectively  1900 

^pirita  diMilled  wiihhi  the  UaUed  Statea,  an  act 

to  aboliili  certain  dntiea  on  -      -      -  1844 

Snpervisors  of  Clinton  coan^,  New  Tork»  an 

act  for  the  relief  of  the  •      -      -      -  1868 

Surveyor  of  the  PuMic  Lands,  in  Ilhnoia  and 
Missouri  Territory,  an  act  to  fHOvida  for 
the  appointment  1^  a  1890 

T. 

Trade  and  Intercounte  with  the  Indiana,  an  act 

supplementary  to  the  act  to  regulate      •  1901 
Taylor  &  McNeal,  and  others,  an  aet  for  the  ra* 

lief  of  188S 

Treaauiy  and  War  Departmenb,  an  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  making  alteration*  in 

the  1867 

Turnpike  Roads  vrithin  the  District  of  Colnn^- 
bia,  an  act  supplemental  to  the  act  iocor- 
porating  a  compaiiy  he  nakinf  *  18M 
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Teimont,  an  act  to  alt«r  the  time  for  holdiog  the 

circuit  antt  diatrict  courts  in  -  1601 

Viaeenoes,  aD  act  Tor  the  relief  of  certain  claim- 
ants to  land  in  the  district  of  -       ■       •  1636 

Vinceniiea  University,  an  act  confirming  lha  ti- 
tles to  certain  parcbaaera  of  lands  from 
tfia  board  of  tniatMs  of-      -      •      -  1877 

Tifgiaia,  an  act  declaring  the  asaent  of  Congress 

to  an  act  of  the  General  Aasembly  of    -  18S6 
W. 

Walmaley,  Captain  Jonathan,  an  act  for  the  re- 
Uef  of  a  company  of  Virginia  militia  com- 
manded by   -----      •  1863 


WashinirteD  fridge  Gompanj,  an  aet     the  i«- 

.      lief  of  the  18«5 

Wasp,  8loo|H»f-war,  an  act  respecting  the  lat« 

officers  and  crew  of  the  -      -      •       -  1 350 
White,  Robert,  and  Joseph  Wrighter,  and  others, 

an  act  to  increase  the  pensions  of     -       •  1 790^ 

Y. 

Yonng,  John,  an  act  to  increase  the  pension  4if  1796  • 
Yonng  King,  an  act  for  therelief  of  -  -  -  1864  { 
Joint  Resolutions    -      -  . '  •      -       •       -  1916 1 
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